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REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF
ASSEMBLY

THE SECOND MEETING OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE FiRST
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY HELD IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY CHABJM-
BER ON THURSDAY, THE 25th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 1868, AT
£.00 P.M.

Present:

Mr. Speaker . {In the Chair).
The Hon, W, Thomson, O.BE., 1P

GOVERNMENT:

i%ze Hon, Major R. J. PeLiza, Chief Minister

The Hon. M. XiBERRAS, Minister for Labour and Social Security.

{Em ‘Hon, Major A. J. GAcHE, Minister for Information, Port,
Trade and Industries,

The Hon. J. Caruana, Minister for Medical and Health Services,

The Hon. W. M. Isora, Minister for Tourism and Municipal Ser-
vices,

The Hon. Miss C. Angs, Minister for Public Works and Housing.

The Hon. L. Devincenzi, Minister for Education and Recreation.

The Hon, C. B. O'Bemye, CBE., Q.C., Attorney-General.

The Hon. E. H. Davis, C. MG, OBE, Financial and Development
Secretary.

The Hon. P. J. Isora, OBE.

OPPOSITION:

The Hon. Sir Josuva Hassan, CBE., MV.O, QC, JP,
Leader of the Opposition.

The Hon. A. W. Serraty, O.B.E, J.P.

The Hon. A. P. MonTtserirro, O.B.E.

The Hon, E. J. Avvarez, OBE. JP.

The Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE.

The Hon. 1. ABECASIS.

The Hon, Lt-Col. J. L. Hoazg

In attendance:
J. T, SuMMERFIELD, Esq., Clerk to the House of Assembly.

Proyer:
The Speaker recited the prayer.

Minutes:

The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 28th August, 1969,
having been previously circulated, were taken as read and con-
siiﬁ‘iE{i,

Documents toid:

The Chief Minister laid on the table the following docu-

ments;




2 Thursday, 25th September, 1869,

{1} The Prison {Amendment) Regulations, 1669,

{2y The British Commonwealth and Foreign Parcel Post
{Amendment (No. 2) Regulations, 1969,

{3y The British Commonwealth and Foreign Post {Amendment}
{No. 2) Regulations, 1969,

seum {Entry and Fees} (Amendment) Rules, 1969

{(Motor Vehicles) (Construction and Use)
Amendment) Regulations, 1969

Oy iezm to lie

The Attorney-General laid on the table the following docu-
ment:
The Police {Amendment) Regulations, 1869
Ordered o lie.
The Financial and Development Secretary laid on the table
the following documents:
(1} The Savings Bank (Amendment) Rules, 1969,
{2} Supplementary Estimates Nos. 8 and 9 of 1869,
Ordered to lie
Answers to Questions: Oral
Question No. 1 of 1969,
How, AL P. MONTEGRIFFO!

Will the Minister say why under the defined domestic mat-
ters giz%:siisizs:;d in the Gazette of September 12th 1969 Food and
Drugs and Animals and Birds have not been transferred to the
Medical and Health Department?

Answer:
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
{How. C. B, O'Brinng)

The power to specify defined domestic matters and to assign
respons sibility for Gibraltar Government business to Ministers
is vested in the Governor under Sections 55(1) and 48{1), res-
pectively, of the Constitution,

T’E’E% z‘s«bjcd of the notice published in the Gazette on the
wor, 1969, was to a?“é(?iéﬁ{‘(‘ those matters which
ceified by the Governor as being defined domestic
" The yz‘ ouping of a number ‘of matfers in that notice
particular heading does net imply that those matters
:onec s—x,am?v been assigned to one Minister or ancther

In fact, the Minister for Medical and Health Services is
responsible for matters arising out of the Food and Dmg& legis.

and for certain aspects of the Animals and Birds legis] it

g

Supplementary:

GRIFFO!

ii%’ f;‘”\ GrTm ,n? “:>i3 i}
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Hown, S Josuua HASSAN:

But surely the question has not been answered in the
sense that we want to know why the definition of the domestic
matters, as appeared in the Gazette, does not tally with the res.
ponsibilities of members.

Hon, ArrorNey-GENERAL:

There are, Sir, one or two matters in this which have not
been specifically allocated under section 48(1) of the Consti-
tution. However, I can say that these matters which are very
few in number are receiving immediate and serious considera-
tion, and I hope that the allocation will be made shortly.

Hon, Sz JosHua Hassaw:

[ am very grateful. The Hon. Attorney-General will realise
that it is of the utmost importance for the Opposition to know
who is responsible for what, if anything

Question No. 2 of 1969.
Oral
How, A, P, MONTEGRIFFO:

Can the Minister say if the tender for the extension and
conversion of K.G.V. Hospital into a psychiatric and gyriatric
unit has been awarded?

Answer:

Tur MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES:

(Hon. J. CARUANA)
No, Sir
Supplementary

Hox. A, P. MONTEGRIFFO!

Can the Minister say? “No” is a very concise answer and
gives no information at all

How. J. Caruana:

Sir, the tenders were only taken by one contractor in res.
sonse to the notice published on the 3rd of August. The ¢los-
ng date for which was to have been the 10th of September.
Circumstances made it necessary to call these documents in

.
ij
i

-

£

Hown, A, P MONTEGRIFFO:

Is not the Minister aware that this tenderer, to which he
is referring, was prepared to supply labour, etc., and under the
particular circumstances in Gibraltar they should have jumped
at this offer?
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- for Medical and Health Services [ am not
rfere with tenders. This belo to the Ten-
question of labour is not of my concern,
st econcern for the desirability of the

A PAONTECGRIFFO!

Is not the Minister aware that the mental patients are in
cery great need of a new hospital.  That the new hospital on the
K.V, Hospital was supposed to be constructed, or construc-
tion commenced, just when the Mackintosh wing was being
finished? And although his concern is not about labour, is not
his concern about mental patients and medical care venerally?

Hown, J. CARUANAC

Sir. the tender went out originally at a time when, in my
opinion, if I may interfere a bit on the labour question, it was
not very suitable to issue tenders out and therefore the response
was such that financial arrangements have been upset. On the
question of the welfare of the mental patients the delay will be
minimal. In any case if the Hon. Member is referring to the
winter period, the patients would have in any case been at St
Joseph's during the winter periods.

How, Sin Josuua Hassan:

What does the Minister mean when says that the finan-

cial arrangements have been upset?
Hox J Canvana:
Financial considerations relating to the tender, Sir, which

the questioner will appreciate I cannot disclose.

Flow, Sip Josmva Hassaw:

No, but is it a question of tender, or is it a question of
Je want clarity,

it is a quesiton of money, [ cannot divulge what it
uld be that the sum allotfed originally does not coin
;

e
E I -
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eighteen months ago the mental patients will not be rehoused?
Hox. J. CARUANA:

No, Sir, it does not mean that
Hon. A. P. MONTEGRIFFO!

Then why the delay?

How, J. CARUANA.

Sir, the delay in the first instance, the tender, which the
old administration put out, did not include for the accommoda-
tion of labour or for the work to be completed by a given date.
This will be included in the future tender.

Hown, A, P, MONTEGRIFFO!

That was obvious.

Hon, P. J. IsoLA:

If there was in fact one tender, do I understand by that,
that the tender was not competitive in the view of the Govern-
ment; and does that not give rise to some suspicion about the
circumstances of the tender?

How. J. CARUANAC

Sir, the Hon. Member is probably right.
Hoxn., A. P. MONTEGRIFFO!

Is not the Hon. Member the last to talk about suspicion?
Hon, Sir JosHua HASSAN!

The point is a very important one, Sir, that I would like to
clear on this question. Is it the fault of one tenderer that the
others did not tender? Whether it is suspicious or not it is
going to go out again.  What is going to happen? When is the
work going to start? This is what we want to know. We have
not got any answer in respect of that.

Hom, J. Carua

Sir, I valuwe the concern shown by the Hon. Members which
Is s whole-heartedly. We are pursuing the matter properly
at this stage and the fender will go out as soon as it ig practical.
As to the question of whether the tender meets with the con-
ditions, or the tenderers meet the conditions set out in the len
der, this is a question which they should put to the proper auth-
orit And I sugpest they do that — that is the Tender RBoard
with which I do not for a moment attempt to interfere.
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Hon. Sig JosHUa Hassan:
The Hon. Member should know from now that this House
fas nothing to do with the Tender Board.

Hox, P J. Is0LA:

Sir, I do not know whether the Hon. Members upposite
know there is a labour crisis; but will the Government ensure
hefore putting out any tenders for public works, that having
regard to the scarcity of labour, a proper list of priorities Is
worked out between the needs of the various social services, so
that, for example, the building of the much needed primary
<chools in Lake Chad area is not delayed or prejudiced by the
works suggested by the Hon. Questioner?
tion. J. CARUANA!

Sir, the Hon. and Learned Member is right.  We are well
sware that a list of priorities is very desirable.

Hown. Sig JosHus HAaSsaN:
But have you got these priorities?

Hon. P, J. IsoLa:
Did the last Government leave a list of priorities for the
Government to consider?

o, Sir JosHus Hagsan:

[ want the answer to my question. Does the Hon. Member,
or the Government, have a list of priorities?

Hox, J. CARUANAS

Sir, the Hon. Member will find out in due course.
Hon, Sir Josnua Hagsan:
When?

Hown, J, CARUANAC

With due respect, Sir. I suggest to the Hon. Member he walts
o 1i1d
a little.

Hox, Six Josaua Hagsan:
T will wait what [ swant. not what vou want

How, J, CARUANAC

Siyoowe have waited for 25 vears,
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Hoxn, A, P. MONTEGRIFFO!

Will the Hon. Minister say now whether in his priorities,
as Minister for Medical Services, at what stage of the priorities
which the Government has in mind will the new medical unit
provided for psychiatric patients fit in?

Hon. J. CaruaNa:

Sir, in my list of priority the work on the psychiatric unit
stands number one. The question of other priorities, I am
afraid, there are Members in the Government who consider pro-
bably other things equally as strongly as I do mine. I can only
assure the Hon. Member that I will fight with the utmost vigour
to get this under way as soon as possible. It can only be a mat-
ter of weeks, I can assure the Hon. Member.

Question No. 3 of 1969,
Hox. E. J. ALVAREZ:
Ruled out of order.

Hon. Sir Josuaua Hassan:

Mr. Speaker, the question does not refer to anything secret,
it refers to a recommendation and that is all.

Hoxn. Miss C. ANES:

Sir, may I answer the Hon. Member. The reconditioning of
North Pavilion has been completed, the furniture is about to be
installed and the first occupants should be moving in within the
next few days. Although the structural condition of the build-
ing was not bad, extensive repairs were required to the plumb-
ing and the electrical installation had to be entirely renewed; all
wash-hand basins, toilets, showers, etc. also had to be replaced
and in some cases additional ones installed. About 80 men can
he accommodated. At this stage it is intended to admit workers
at a charge of £2 per week. Total cost including furniture, bed-
ing ete. will be in the region of £53,800. -

Question No. 4 of 1969 o Oral
Hown, 1. ABECABIS:

Is the policy of the Government no longer to alleviate the
conditions of tenants living in houses which have been con-
demned as unfit for human habitation by a court?

Answer:
Tae MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS anp Housing:
{Hon. Miss C AnEs)
No, Sir. The Government has not yet seen any reason

why the policy implemented by the previous Government should
be altered, amended or changed in any way.
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Viultado's Estate. Prince Edward's Road. Eight families arc
still living therve.
E’mpeit\ Known as “Corre ‘dores” Prince Edward’s Road
ght families still living there.
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Sight families still h\,n g there.
Rosia Steps. lh;(,e properties, also Peralta’s.  Four fami-
ltes still living there,
Marrache m(mug in Cannon Lane. Tenants reaccommodat-
cd by the Government of the time,  Now occupied by Moroceans
although the property is still condemned by Public Health

Hon, I ABF

Sir. would not the Hon. Minister for Housing agree that
these people should be « z‘u“uzm*d under paragraph 2(j) of
Government Notice Noo 187 of the 25th August 19607

~

1loxn. Aiss U ANeEs.

) 0

these ¢ the responsibility of the last Gov-
N ‘¢ are st many families living in
who by now, and over the years.
faue in the allocation scheme under
- to deserve reaccommodation on
raken to alleviate the circum-
nned properties must, of neces
wzmii to th{}‘e on “ze gwmz?\

{;iﬁ‘;'
the zws \zz-* ‘

a perc

Ef‘fmﬁ\ W zH be m: z“s
p‘m‘s**mwt in allocations as and

do ¢o. The unforiunate
tenants are condemned
sing, but that they shouls

Thursday, 25th

have to cont
regecommods

The unf
necupy shoud
to the state
i5 that those
compliance ¢
respect of pi
done someth
atlowed to I
o ostate of d
therebhy aggr
ble problem.

I have 2
pect of the b
cases where
claiming lacl
worth the ex
will have to 'l
ties by the G
ment will acc
he in possess
building) if
lition or, if
return the fe

Hown, Sir Joss

Sir, is t
also acquirec
wise used fo
ments to buy
mentioned !

Hown, Aliss €.

Siv, I oan

Hon, AW

Have ton

the first s




1969.

date
- the

vt

done.
vious

ealth

'8 are
Road.
n all

fami-

nodat-
HCANS

e that
{j)y of

4 Gov-
ving in

years,
s under
tion on
sircum-
‘ neces-
sriority
¢ policy
e made
3 asand
srtunate
nned w0
s should

Thursday, 25th September, 1369, 9

have to continue living in such circumstances until they can be
reaccommodated.

The unfortunate part is that the properties which they
oceupy should have been allowed by the owners to deferiorate
to the state that they have, and what is still more unfortunate,
is that those in authority at the time failed to ensure complete
compliance of any abatement notice issued, or orders made, in
respect of properties concerned. It was in their power to have
done something about it and they failed. Owners have been
allowed to let good and adequate accommodation fall into such
4 state of disrepair as to be uninhabitable and worth nothing
thereby aggravating an already very serious and almost insolu-
ble problem.

[ have already given some considerable thought to this as-
pect of the housing problem. I am of the opnion that in those
cases where owners refused to carry out the necessary repairs
claiming lack of funds and/or that the rents perceived are not
worth the expenditure which they would have to incur, recourse
will have to be had to a policy of compulsory purchase of proper-
ties by the Government. This will ensure that although Govern-
ment will accept the commitment of housing such tenants as may
be in possession, it will also acquire much needed land (for re-
building) if the property is in such a state as to require demo-
lition or, if it is possible, it can rehabilitate the porperty and
return the tenants to their accommodation in due course.

Hox. Sir JosHUA HASSAN!

Sir, is the Hon. Minister aware that the last Government
also acquired in this way property that would have been other-
wise used for other purposes; and had in fact made arrange-
ments to buy the particular property that the Hon. Minister has
mentioned “Los Corredores™?

How. Miss C. ANES:
Sir, I am aware.
Question No. 5 of 1969,
Oral
Hon. A W, SERPATY!

y Haw‘a tenders been invited for the work to be carrvied out for
the first stage of the new Victoria Stadium?

Answer:

T MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND RECREATION:
{How. L. DEVINCENZI)

No. S
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Supplementary:
Tion, S0 W SERFATYC

Why not? Is not the Hono Minister aware of the fact  that
plans were ready, and the money available, before the end of
the tife of the last Government? Why has he not taken steps
already to get on with the job?

fio~n, L. DEVINCENZL

Siv, [ appreciate very much the concern of the Hon. Member
s to why the tenders should not have been put forward. We are
411 wware. Sir, that the money is available and that the tenders
have not gone out yet,

I was wondering whether the Hono Member was asking why
the tenders had not been viven out yet, meaning since this Gov-
crnment took over or since the Opposition was in power,

Hox., A W, SERFATY !

My question is that as plans were ready and money was
available, why have tenders not been invited?

Hon, L. DEVINCENZD

Well. Sir, we do not for the time being propose to invite
tenders for the first stage.

[ would like to emphasize that for the first stage, which in-
volves only the resurfacing of the stadium, experience has
<hown, as in the case of K.G.V. Hospital that contractors are as
vet unable to tender competitively.

However. I am happy to report that the Deputy Fortress
Commanaer has been approached. Consultations have taken
place, and are continuing with him, to see whether the Royal
Enginecers would be able to carry out the resurfacing of the
Stadium as part of their programine of assistance to Gibraltar.

Some may wonder why the previous administration did not
put tenders out while there was still a substantial labour force
in Gibraltar.

o, AL W, SERFATY !

all very w to say Csome may wonder why the  pre
sinistration did not get on with the job” T think it was
cndd of the tife of the last Government that the money
able and the plans and specification were ready.

Jut the present Government has been in power now for
ime. and [ would have thought (and [ know what [ am
JBbout because [ am in the trade) that in the last month or
le time to vet on with the job. A thing I would

v et convineed with the answers,
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Hon, L. DEVINCENZL
Sir, I am sorry if the Hon, Member is not convinced.

You will appreciate, Sir, that we do have priorities which
have to be gone into, and this, I can assure you, Sir, the Stadium
will in fact receive priority as far as new works are concerned.
But you must agree, Sir, that if some arrangement can be come
round to with the Roval Engineers, this would in fact leave us
more workers to do ofther essential jobs and moneywise it would
leave a lot of money to be used for other parts of the Stadium.

Hox. A. W. SERFATY:
Not a bad idea.
Hon, Sir Josuua Hassan:

Sir, would the Hon. Chief Minister give us an undertaking
that he will, as soon as possible, give the House a list of priori-
ties of work.

If each Minister says that he thinks that his project has got
top priority, of course they have, this is what they are for. But
the Government must have a list of priorities and this is the
thing we would like to debate some time.

Hox. CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker, I am surprised that a man with so much ex-
perience as Sir Joshua should try and put a question to me
without giving notice,

But of course we shall give a list of priorities in due course
when we sort out a number of things of which perhaps we shall
hear later.

Hon. Sir Josxua Hassan:

It is because of my experience that I asked the question
without notice.

Hown. P J. IsoLa:

Sir, the Minister in answer to the guestioner referred to
the first stage and said that the plans for the first stage only
involved the resurfacing of the Stadium.

Could T ask the Minister: Are there plans at all? Or, are
there any plans ready for the subsequent stages of the deve-
lopment? That is: the stand, the centre, ete. Are there any
others prepared? )

Hown, L. DevINCENZD:

No, Sir. There never have been,
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Hox, A W, SERFATY

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, The Economic Develop-

ment Committee has seen plans of the whole of the project of
the new Victoria Stadium.

Hox, P.J. Isona:

Perhaps. [ mean I do not know whether yvou call a plan
a picture of what it is going to look like. { think a plan involves
rather more than that.  But of course [ am asking the Minister
the question. I would like to know whether in fact there were,
or there are, detailed plans for the second, third, fourth and
whatever stages the Government think this has to be built; whe-
ther there are any at all, other than plans for the resurfacing
of the Stadium? ’

How, L. DEVINCENZIL:

Sir, there are outline plans.  But as fuar as I am aware there
are no further plans except for the resurfacing, in detail, —
costing, etc.

Hon, AL W, SERFATY!

[ is not a fact, Mr. Speaker, that we could get on with the
job on the first stage of the new Victoria Stadium without hav-
ing detailed plans of the second and third stages? Is it not a
fact, Mr. Minister?

Hoxn. L. DEVINCENZL:

Sir. of course it is a fact. But I thought we were now think-
ing about the further stages. As regards the first stage T think
an answer has been given already. T think it has been satis-
factorily answered.

Hon, A, W, SERFATY:
Thank vou.
Hon, PO Isora

Sir, Towant to assure the Minister that 1 was not seeking to
criticize him at all in this. The reason why I was asking this
question is that I did get the mistaken impression from
tolevision interview with the Hon. and Learned Leader of the
Opposition on August 15th that all the plans for the Victoria
Stadium were ready.  Since this is not a fact, can [ have an
assurance from the Minister (I know he will do everything pos-
<ible to get the resurfacing done) that the Government will treat
the whole

of top prio

rity and will ensure that plans are ready so that when

of the development of Viectoria Stadium as a matter
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the Government’s plans for the recruitment of labour bear
fruition we will be able to get on with'the job, and not be de-
layed by lack of detailed plans and drawings?

Hox. L. DeviNcENZT:

Sir, as far as I am aware [ can give an assurance in that res-
pect. Also, I understand that detalled plans are already starting
to be worked upon.

Hon, P. J. Isora:
Thank you.
Hon. Sir Josuua HAassan:

Mr. Speaker, on a point of clarification. I did not say at
any stage in any television interview that all the plans were
ready. All I said was that if the tenders go out shortly after the
beginning of this Government, it should not be assumed that they
had done it. That the work had been done for the first stage.

Hon. P. J. Isora:

I will not argue with the Hon. and Learned Leader of the
Opposition on clarification — but I am quite happy to show him
what he said. I have got it all typed out in front of me.

Hon. Sir JosHUA HASSAN:
I did not bother to keep a record,

Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, if the Hon. and Learned Back-bencher allows his Chief
Minister at least to state what are top priorities. We have not
even got a priority list from the Chief Minister. Surely the jun-
tor members of his Government are not the ones to state which,
or which are not, top priorities.

Hon, CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, I think I made myself quite clear when I ans-
wered the Leader of the Opposition before, and I have nothing
to add.

Question No. 6 of 1969.

Oral
Hoxn, Ligur.-Cor. J. L. Hoare:

In view of the fact that the Football and Hockey Competi-
tions are due to commence about the first week in October, will
the Honourable Minister give an indication as to the availa-
bility of the Victoria Stadium playing grounds for such compe-
titions?
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Until such thne as work actually commences al the Victoria
Stadium, the grounds will e available for fo and hockey.

~Nupplenventary.
Hon. Lizvr-Con. J. L. Hoarge:
I will press the point a bit further,

Mr. Speaker, people who are arranging these competitions
cannot do so on & week-hy-week basis, Competitions are on a
league basis, which extend over a long period throughout the
season, The season finishes in Apnil and therefore it would help
the various associations if we could be given a date in time, of
when we will no longer be able to use the ground so that we may
if necessary, make ofher arrangements as is done on numerous
other occasions, with the Services Departments. with whom the
sporting associations in Gibraltar have very cordial and friendly
refations.

Hon. 1.. DEVINCENZI:

Sir, the Gibraltar Football Association have in fact been
advised of the position and they seem to be quite happy. The
Gibraltar Hockey Association, I believe, have also been informed
by the Victoria Stadium Control Board about the position.

I realise the Hon. Member’s concern about having ample
time in which to make arrangments. As a hockey umpire and
as a player, I am sure we are both very well aware of the situ-
ation. But again he will appreciate that whether this is gone into
by the Royal Engineers or the tender goes out, the tenders are
going to take about a month, work will have to be commenced
and brought about. I am suve they could be given cerfainly at
feast a month, beforehand, when they will be able to terminate.
And during that time [ am sure that we can make suitable arr-
angments with the Services to accommodate them,

I 1 remvermaber correctly, Sir, last year, as far as hockey is
concerned, many of the matches were played either at the Naval
Officers’ Pavilion or at the Europa grounds.
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the President, not just a player or an umpire, and I control the
competitions. I therefore want to know the period of time. How
long the league will have these grounds available so that we can
ecither plan to have one round of games each or two rounds oy
three. Or, if it is for a short period we can change the normal
sequence and have our cup Competitions first which are of much
shorter duration. But we must have some indication of how long;
be it two months, three months, six months or nine months,
whichever it is, or even one month. With a date in time we can
do some planning. Without it it is just not possible for anvbody
to make these competitions.

Hoxn. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, is the Minister for Education and Recreation aware that
last year a number of hockey games were transferred to Lath-
bury Barracks and to N.O.P. Club precisely because of the inde-
cision of the past Government?

Hon. Ligur.-Cor. J. L. HOARE:

Mr. Speaker, this is not a fact. We played the games at
Lathbury Barracks and the Naval hockey grounds merely be-
cause the Victoria Stadium was unfit because of the inclement
weather. Whence all other sport in Gibraltar came to a stand-
still, hockey still carried on on these hard pitches.

Hox. M. XIBERRAS:

Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. I asked the question of
the Minister for Education, not of the Hon. Member.

Hon. Sir JosHua Hassan:

On a point of order, Sir. Perhaps I thought the Hon. Back-
bencher would have raised the point of order, to which he is so
prone, that a Minister asking a question of another Minister, as
far as I am concerned, is completely new.

Hown. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, I would not like ‘to infringe upon the prerogative of the
House and act in the same way as the Hon. and Learned Leader
of the Opposition acted and abuse of my lack of experience and
claim that I should do things in this way.

Hon, P J. Is0La:

Can I suggest to the Minister, Sir, that this sort of discus-
sion about when they can play hockey and when they can play
football could be more suitably dealt with in direct meetings
with the Minister and the elected representatives of the Gib-
raltar Football Association and the Hockey Association rather
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problems v dd consult divect with b’

Hov, L. DEVINCENZL

Ves. Sir. You are quite right, Siro But T would like very
briefly, if I may. to answer the Hon. Member on the point he
has raised once again and which T think I had already answered
satisfactorily. and that is, that we shall give vou ample time in
which to make the necessary allocations. [t is impossible to do
< now because, as | said before, consultations are taking place
with the Deputy Fortress Commander, and as a result of that
it is impossible at this stage to give any dates.  But [can assure
the Hon Member that as soon as we are in a position to do so
{ shall. in the interest of all parties concerned, give ample time
<o that there will not be any inconvenicence to hockey. cricket or
anything else.

Hon. Ligur-Con. J. L. Hoare:

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Hon. Minister for this, but I can-
not accept the suggestion of the Hon. and Learned Back-bencher.
It is a matter of opinion which way this is done best. And espe-
cially those of us who are intimately and directly concerned, and
know about these things, are the people who should judge:
not people who take no active part whatsoever in these items.

Hon. P J. Isora:

[ assure the Hon. and Gallant Member that my association
with sport in Gibraltar during the last Government was extre-
mely close and I do happen to know guite intimately the pro-
blems of the different sporting associations,

Hon. T, ABECASIS!

Sir. if the question of sport is to be dealt with by corres:
pondence between the association concerned and  the Govern
ment why should we have a Minister for Sports then?

Hox, Crier MINISTER.

this is

Mr. Speaker. on a point of order [ thin develop
ling into a debate instead of questioning. As far as I know, acc
ording to the Rules, vou ask a question — and the onlyv thing
you can put are questions but not make a statement. ‘

Hox, =ir Josivs Hassas:
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Hox, M. XIBERRAS:

V Sir, I think the point of order made by the Chief Minister
is perfectly correct. I hope that questions, or that points, are

made as questions in future, and not as speeches,
MR, SPEAKER:

Perhaps I can say a word now. [ have allowed this question
to be taken further than [ intended to. We will therefore move
to the next question.

Question No. 7 of 1969.
Oral
Howx, M K. FEATHERSTONE!

n view that a new school term has just commenced, are
children to be ‘taught exclusively the decimal currency system
in arithmetic classes?

Answer:

Tur MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND RECREATION:
(Hon. L. DEVINCENZID)

nstructions have been issued to schools to use decimal
and metric units as far as possible, and no books or equipment
of any other type are now being obtained. Teaching in non-
decimal units is limited to the basic instruction which is still
required until full decimalization is introduced.

Supplementary:
How. M, K. FEATHERSTONE!

Sir, is the Hon. Minister aware that children are suffering
confusion and parents are suffering from seeing such confusion
in their children who are having to do exercises dealing with a
coin which was known as a halfpenny and has now been demo-
netized?

Hoxn, L. DEVINCENZL:

Sir, there seems to be s0 much suffering that [ wonder if
the Minister for Medical Services ought to come and join me in

Sir, we are aware that there have been a few complaints
sbout this. This seems to be unavoidable. Under the circum-
stances, Sir, T would like to tell you that teachers who are forced
by circumstances to use old text books have been recommended
5 make an intelligently selective approach in order that lrre-
levant work will be eliminated. The Department is looking into
the text book situation in each individual school so that recom-
mendations can be made to Government if it is necessary to
take any specific action to overcome this problem.
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Hon, Sig Jossva Hassan:

Was it then brought to the notice of those who decided that
other territories outside the United Kingdom were going to
print 50 Pence notes?

Hon, FINaANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY .

Sir, the Hon. and Learned Leader of the Opposition must
recall that the Decimal Currency Board in the United Kingdom,
which was a very high powered committee, made certain recom-
mendations,

In the lifetime of the previous administration, Sir, a loeal
Advisory Committee was formed which took account of all the
information which was at the time available.

Hon, M. K. FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, that was in 1967. Would it not now be desirable to have
4 50 New Pence note especially in view that not printing such
would mean a loss in revenue to the Gibraltar Exchequer of be-
tween £6,000 and £7,000 annually?

HoN. PINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY!

Sir, I must correct the Hon. Member in his figures. The
loss to revenue would be £4,000 at the outside. But the Hon.
Questioner should be aware that the circulation of Ten Shillings
notes has been a dying circulation for many years. That people
nowadays are carrying more and more pound notes rather
than ten shillings. And if he cares to check on my figures he will
probably find, he should find, that of the last series “C” cur-
rency notes issued (of which there are supposed to be some
fifty-thousand in circulation) the redemption figure has been
negligible. And that in the series “D” figure which was issued
much later the redemption now is at the rate of ten per cent.

Now, I welcome anything any Honourable Member of this
House will tell me, or advise me, to ensure that we get more
money. I am sure that the Hon. Gentleman across the way knows
that I am a money-grabber. But in this case I am afraid that ¥
cannot agree that the notes on the one hand would outweigh
the benefits on the other.

Hon, M. K. FEATHERSTONE!

Sir, I fail to see what the benefits are in not having 30 New
Pence notes. I would suggest that there are benefits in having
it The Isle of Man has already produced one and it is gaining
touristwise from such,

Is the Hon. Financial Secretary aware that in Britain they
are already worried in Government circles about possible simple
forging of a fifty penny coin which I presume will be used here
to supplant our ten shillings note?
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[
o

employers, have heen recruited, and the administrative and me-
dical requiremenis have been carried out promptly and efficient-
ly thanks to the cooperation of all the departments concerned.
Some more will be arriving shortly, and I must here express the
Government’s appreciation of the help which the Lands and
Works Department has received from the Ministry of Public
Buildings & Works in preparing the exira dormitory accommo-
dation which it has been necessary to provide, I cannot also let
this opportunity pass without mentioning the excellent work
which has been, and continues to be done, — under great pres-
sure most of the time — by the staff of my Department and in
parficular by the Section of the Department dealing with labour,

On the second and more general point of accominodation,
there has been some anxiety as to when Government would be
able to make provision for those UK. workers who very gallant
Iy came to Gibraltar, of their own initiative, to help us in our
difficulties. We are very grateful for their help and have tried fo
reciprocate by providing as quickly as possible the best accom-
modation we can rmuster in the circumstances. It is hoped to
malke several buildings available for this end, and having visited
one of them now completed, T am glad to say that I have been
agreeably surprised by the results achieved, ahead of schedule,
by a small group of tradesmen from Lands & Works Department
in the short time available. [ refer to North Pavilion which will
house approximately 80 workers in comfortable rooms (4 to a
room), some with a nice view of the straits, and in a pleasant
area of town. Because running expenses are high and we want
to improve the place as we go along by providing suitable furni-
ture and fittings, the charges will be £2 per week per man but
I am sure that those who are admitted will find North Pavilion
to their taste and I trust that they will stay a long time amongst

o

us.

Whilst on the subject of accommodation, I would like to
refer to the statement made following the talks with the Mini-
ster of mtate for Foreign & Commonwealth Affairs, that good
friend of Gibraltar, Lord Shepherd. One of the highlights of this
statement was the agreement reached that consideration of the
building of a workers’ residence merited the highest priority
and the undertaking fo provide fechnical advice from Brifain
to help finalise the scheme quickly. We stressed to Lord
herd that promptness was essential and I am glad to infor
House that the Building Adviser fo the Ministery of Overseas
Development — which controls C.D. & W. funds is arriving in
Gibraltar on the 26th September, His advice will obviously play
an important part in the Ministry’s decision. However, Govern-
ment feels that every effort should be made to use '
building techniques for this project, not only because it is
to inere ar accommodation but also because this g
a pilot scheme from which we can judge how effective indus-
trialised building would be in Gibraltar. If, with Ministry of
Overseas Development help, the scheme is successful, our hous-

ing programme could be pushed forward much more quickly

¥

than at present, something which is very much in the inter
of the community.
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The problems of industrialised building are not being under-
estimated but in view of the difficulties with which we are con-
fronted not only on the Labour but the Housing front, the Gov-
ernment is determined to devote as much attention as is neces-
sary to the matter with the double objective of increasing the
rate of production and reducing the number of men required
for the job. Here, too, Government is considering the introdue-
tion of innovations in the system of tendering in order to give
due weight, in our present circumstances, to the time element
in the contract and to the desirability of contractors employing
small but highly skilled and organised gangs in their construc-
tions. Gibraltar cannot afford unproductive labour, now less than
ever, and the basic idea underlying all our thoughts of accom-
modation is that eventually, the type of labour which we will
get will largely depend on the type of accommodation provided.
By improving the quality and efficiency of our labour force, we
can aim at reducing the numbers required as much as possible.

What is true of building is true of Gibraltar, as a whole.
The Report of the Manpower Mission to Gibraltar, the Beeching
Report, is an important document which must necessarily bring
about a deep transformation of our society, if it can be success-
fully implemented. I add this warning because its recommenda-
tions will indeed be difficult to implement, calling as they do for
changes in deep-rooted habits and methods. To raise our econo-
my from the level of low wages and low productivity to a level
of high productivity and high wages is not an easy task. But so
that the ideal may be before all of us in a patent form, we are
hoping, with the consent of Lord Beeching and Lord Delacourt
Smith, to publish a condensed version of the Report. An ann-
ouncement about this will be made shortly.

Social and economic changes require faith on the part of
both employers and employees. The workers particularly must
not feel that they are being taken for a ride. They must feel
assured that increased production will be rewarded. As the Bee-
ching Report implies, this calls for a wages policy and to this
end yet another of those experts for whose help Gibraltar must
be grateful, (in this case Mr. Arthur Marsh) has, at our sugges-
tion, been asked by the Ministry of Overseas Development, and
has accepted, to come here again with the following terms of
reference:

“(a) To review the situation in regard to wage and salary
levels for industrial and non-industrial employees res-
pectively in the light of the changes in circumstances
since the submission of the 1967 Report;

(b) to examine the current situation in the light of the
recommendations made in the Manpower Mission Re-
port;

(c) to take into account the claims formally tabled in the
Joint Industrial Council for;

(i) the introduction of a 40-hour week;
(ii) the payment of a 25¢ Productivity Bonus; and

(d) to report to the Governor.”

Mr. Marsh, in 1967, did excellent work for Gibraltar and no one
is better fitted to advise us. He is arriving tonight and it was
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possible so to inform the Joint Industrial Council this afternoon.

The promptness with which Government has taken this far-
reaching decision, in fact, within days of assuming office, T offer
as evidence that Government’s insistence on increased producti-
vity is not an attempt to exploit the worker. On the other hand,
this community cannot afford to spend money to no avail. In-
creased wages and increased productivity must, in our present
circumstances, go hand In hand

Along with these arrangements for expert review of the wage
structure, the Government has been considering the machinery
to implement the Manpower Mission Report.  The “Ad Hoc”
Committee on Labour formed on the 9th June, 1969, just after
the withdrawal took place, has performed a useful function, but
for the longer term planning, a reconstituted Labour Planning
Committee with Government, Official Employers, Private Em-
ployers and Trade Union represention is obviously a better in-
strument.

From the Labour Planning Committee matters will be sent
to the Development & Planning Commission (under the Chair-
manship of the Chief Minister) as recommended by Sir Walter
Coutts, which will in turn dove-tail and pronounce on economic
policy generally. This should ensure that the needs and uses
of labour receive adequate expression in the planning of our
economic future.

If T may revert to the question of the building industry, 4
considerable amount of planning has already been done by expert
advisers provided by the Ministry of Public Building and Works
who are the major employers in this field in Gibraltar. Follow-
ing visits by Mr Hislop immediately after the withdrawal of
Spanish labour, 4 other gentlemen, the first of whom is already
in Gibraltar, have been nominated to advise not only the Min-
istry here, but also the Gibraltar Government as to the best way
of planning and coordinating. These advisors will also be avail-
able in the private sector and we must all be very grateful to
the Ministry for their assistance.

Whilst on the subject of the private sector, of the building
industry, it is perhaps not irrelevant that I should mention how
unfortunate it is that our local building contractors, who have
such an important part to play in the development of Gibraltar,
do not seem to have given serious consideration to what they
have so often been advised to do in the past, and that is merg-
ing into one unit which would enable them to deal much more
expeditiously and economically with development works. I feel
that the present circumstances offer an ideal opportunity for
this to become a reality, for their own benefit and for that of
Gibraltar as a whole.

Finally, there can be no doubt that Gibraltar is rich in
sources of income but equally that Gibraltarians must work hard
to exploit these. Nor would it do, at all, to call for increased
productivity if that increase were not to be rewarded. Of that
the Government is fully conscious. The benefits should and
must be shared. Nor would it do to flood the labour market. In
this respect we intend to enforce our administrative procedures
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formation as to when we can expect a {further announcement of

n
the composition of this important Planning Committee to which
he has referred in his statement?

Hox. AL NIBERRAS

(RS I S

Sir, I might say it would be fair 1o answer uny puim;s which
night make clearer anything T b satd. On the other hand |
would go as far as saving that the Beeching R(pml contains the
policy on wages for the Government. and in  {ollowing this
policy, the Government will advise whomsoever it beconres ne-
cessary to advise.  As to a date. T am not prepaved to give that at
this stage, Sir.
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So I wanted to avoid that, but since one has been raised I
just want to raise a very small one. The matter will be consider-
od as I think it is a very important statement. The question of
the terms of Reference of Mr, Marsh, have they been fully
cleared with J.I.C. and the Transport and General Workers Un-
ion? Or are they in draft form as yet?

Hon, M. XIBERRAS:
Sir, they have in fact been cleared.
Hoxn. Sig Josrva Hassan:

Very good.

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR & SOCIAL
SECURITY.
Hon, M. XIBERRAS:

One of the matters fo which the present administration
attaches great importance is an urgent revision of the rates of
Public Assistance. To this, we are prepared to give high priority.

Since preparations for the 1970 Budget are well under way
[ have considered it proper to include proposals for a revision
in my Departmental Estimates, so that they may be judged in
relation to Government commitments as a whole.

Nevertheless, and in order to relieve existing cases of hard-
ship, the Director of Labour and Social Security 18 being author-
ised to review the allowances payable to persons living with re-
latives in the same way as he now does in certain other cases, in
order that where hardship is plished and where the Depart-
ment feels that the need exists, supplementation of the existing
rates should be granted even now. [t has also been decided that
the allowance paid by Government to residents at the John Mac-
kintosh Homes and patients confined to hospital for a long per-
iod and who have no personal resources, should be increased
forthwith from 7/6d. to 10/- a week,

I should also inform the House that because we dislike the
term “Public Assistance” and because we feel that the com-
munity has a duty towards those persons who were unable,
through no fault of their own, to contribute towards a statutory
sension fund, we propose to alter the name of these social pay-
ments to what can be more properly termed as Supplementary
Benefits. This will follow the pattern in Britain.

Hon., A, P. MONTEGRIFFO!

Sir. I was not dealing, as you will appreciate, with the De-
partment of Labour and Social Security; but if 1 remember
ightly instructions were given at the time to the Director of
Lahour and Social Security, that any applicants for Public Assis-
tance living with their families should be given supplementation
if there was hardship. I am not saying that you are in any way
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misleading the House, [ may perhaps be thinking on the wrong
lines. But I think that decision was taken at the beginning of
the year — in February or March of this year. T am not trying
to say it has, but as far as my recollection goes [ think it has.

Hox. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, whether this was the case or not the fact is that the
Director has powers to supplement in many cases. Now, the ess-
ence of my statement is that he has been given a directive to be
more liberal in the use of these allowances because cases of
need do exist.

Hox. P, J. IsoLa:

Are we to have a revision of Public Assistance benefits
sometime in the future, may I ask?

[fon. M. XIBERRAS:

wir, I think also in the statement it is made clear that it is
my view that such a revision should take place, and accordingly
[ have made provision in my departmental estimates.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER FOR PORT,
TRADE & INDUSTRIES

Mr. Speaker: the announcement which has just been made
that Mr. Marsh is arriving in Gibraltar this evening to review
the situation in regard to wages and salaries and to look into
certain other matters, and the application to be made later in
today’'s proceedings for supplementary financial provision to
meet in part the effect of the merger of the Government and the
City Council, could lead some people to think that they should
increase prices and charges immediately against the possibility
of an increase in costs. Any such action will be viewed by the
Government with great concern and will not be tolerated. As a
first step, an Order will be appearing in tomorrow’s Gazette by
which the Governor in Council will require that all goods ex-
posed for sale, whether in shop windows, showcases or else-
where, shall have their prices marked in such a way as to be
¢learly visible and legible to any member of the public looking
at that window or showcase or standing at a reasonable distance
away from where the goods are exposed. Any case of an increase
in price which may come to notice will be investigated and if
such inerease should be found to be unjustified, then the Gov-
crnment will not hesitate to take such measures as may be ne-
cessary. with retrospective effect if need be, to deal with the
situation. The Government, Sir, are determined to nip in the bud
any attempt at increasing prices without justification and will,
if necessary. extend the provisions of the Price Control Ordin-
ance not only to commodities but also to services which at the
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moment are not price controlled. The last thing anyone in Gib-
raltar will want is a general scramble which could create a vie-
ifous circie.

ALLOWANCES 70 MpMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
Motion re:
Hon, FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECHRETARY!
Sir, [ have the honour to move in terms of the motion stan-
ding in my name that, as moved at the meeting of the Legisla-
tive Council held on the 22nd May, 1969, allowances to Ministers

and other Members of the House of Assembly shall be payable
at the following rates:

Chief Minister: £1,200
The Deputy Chief Minister

{if circumstances require this

appointment and if he is responsible

for a Department): 800
The Speaker: 600
All Ministers: 760
The Leader of the Opposition

{if circumstances require this appointment): 600
Other Members: 350

Sir, I commend the motion to the House.
HoON. Si1r JosHua HASSAN:

Sir, having been the proposer of the Motion referred to by
the Honourable Financial Secretary, I am ¢lad to see that the
recommendations which we made in May this year have been
accepted by the present Government, I did say then that we had
been under pressure that the aliowances should be higher and
we felt, having regard to all the circumstances, that so long as
members of this House, whether Ministers or otherwise, were
part-time it was not justified. I did say: “It will be up to other
members ot if they want, and from here, to make any sug-
gestion on the matter; but this has been the result of very ser-
ious consideration. The result of having accepted the recommen-
dation to the Governor of the Committee and having made such
slight amendments or slight alterations as were felt were the
minimum required.” I am very pleased to see that the Govern-
ment has accepted those suggestions.

W

Mr. Speaker put the question which was resolved in  the
affirmative.

Suspension of Standing Order
Motion re:

The Honourable Financial and Developmen
ed the suspension of Standing Order No. 44(5)
Supplementary Estimates No. 9 of 1968

Secretary mov-
in relation to
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Mr. Speaker put the question which was resolved in the
aifirmative,
Supplementary Estimates Nos, 8 and 9 of 1969,

HHoN, FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I beg to move that this House resolves itself into Com-
nittee to consider the votes detailed in supplementary Estimates
xus. 8 and 9 of 1969, item by item.

This was agreed to and the House resolved itself into Com-
mittee to consider Supplementary Estimates Nos. 8 and 9 of
1969 in detail.

House in Committer:

Head XIV Miscellaneous Services.
Item 37. Divorce Bill Expenses.

Hoxn. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, I should say that I vote in favour of this purely on the
hasis of the declared policy of this Government to honour, as
far as possible, the commitments of the last.

Head XXV City Council Deficit.
[tem 1. Deficit on 15th August, 1869.

HON. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I must bring to the notice of the House the circumstan-
ces in which it has been necessary to make this supplementary
provision for £123,000.

Late last year, the City Council asked the Government to
make available the sum of £100,000 as a loan to enable them to
repay an existing overdraft with Barclays Bank and provide them
with the necessary liquid cash to meet day fo day requirements.
It was not, however, possible to meet this request without amen-
ding legislation, and in view of the impending merger the mat-
ter was allowed to rest.

The overdraft carried interest at 1. above the Bank Rate
and accordingly as soon as the Government assumed responsibi-
lity for the assets and liabilities of the Council on the 15th
August, arrangements were made to redeem not only the over-
draft with Barclays Bank but also a smaller one with the Crown
Agents, It is in respect of these two amount, £110,000 in the
former and £13.000 in the latter that I now seek the covering
authority of the House.

I should, however, warn the House that this will not be the
only supplementary provision that will be required this year in
respect of the City Council’s labilities. The City Treasurer and
Xs‘munfant is in process of ¢ {;\Lw the Council's accounts as at

the 15th August and until [ have his report and balance sheet, [

vill not be able to give an exact am ount of what is rec quired.
\m ilarly, the House will also have to vote suppiementary pro-
vision to meet the Council's current expenditure until the end
of 1969 and the extent of that commitment should be known by
the next meeting. This latter figure, however, should be offset,
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in part or in whole, by revenue accruing to the Council in accor-
dance with their Estimates.

Basing myself, however on the Council’s final accounts, as
at the 31st December, 1968; the Council’s liabilities then can be
summarised as follows:

Overdrafts, which were then

£103,580

Due to traders and depositors 134,189
Loan raised for capital works used

for current services 129,925

A total of £367,704

As the House will see, the overdrafts increased between the
1st January and 15th August, 1969, and I am as yet unable to
give exact figures for the other two items. Nevertheless, it seems
that they may also have increased. In so far as the loans raised
for capital works are concerned; the figure of £128,925 excludes
£80,000 representing additional loans raised by the Council to
finance capital works. This amount has not been utilised for
current services but remains invested in Savings Bonds, which
if realised today would bring about £67,000.

But if the works for which the full amount was raised are
to be completed, it will be necessary to find the necessary cash.
This will give the House a rough idea of the commitments to be
faced.

Against these liabilities, and apart from a small sum in
cash, the Council at the end of 1968 had accounts in the hands
of collectors amounting to £248,000. This had risen at 15th Au-
gust to £249,000. They also had a stock of materials and stores
valued at £100,000 but this, because of the difference between
the municipal and government systems of accounting, we do not
regard as an asset but rather as expenditure incurred in advance
of works for which they will be required. In any case a propor-
tion may well have to be written off as obsolescent stock.

The House will appreciate that it is of the utmost import-
ance that the arrears of revenue due to the Council, nearly a
quarter of a million pounds, should be translated info pounds,
shillings and pence at the earliest possible opportunity. For this
reason, 1 have already set in motion a concerted drive to effect

collection, and I intend to recommend to the House that legisla-
tion should be introduced to impose a penal surcharge of 257
on accounts which are not paid within a given time after sub-
mission.

I shall report again to the House as soon as [ am in a posi-
tion to do so.

Hox, Sir Josyaua Hassan:

Sir, I think that the Financial Secretary’s statement, whilst
attempting to be fair, fails to give a complete picture of the
situation, as he said, because the accounts have not been closed
and because of the difference in the system of accounting. And
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it may be very well to say that as far as the Government is con-
cerned £90,000 worth of stock is nothing because it should
be charged to works, but that is exactly Municipal accounting.
You buy the stock and when you put it onto the work you charge
for it.

Anyhow, ‘this is incidental and I will welcome, for the gen-
eral satisfaction of the people of Gibraltar, a full debate on the
accounts when they are produced by the Treasurer because I
think it is in the public interest to do so. Otherwise there can
be a completely wrong perception of what has happened. ~ But
I would like to remind the Hon. Financial Secretary that in the
normal way, the Ceouncil has for many years, as a matter of
courtesy, apart from the fact that they had a representative
of the Government as a Councillor, sent copies of the Reports
on the Estimates by the Treasurer and Accountant to the Finan-
cial Secretary. And if the Financial Secretary will recall or
look up he will find that in the Treasurer and Acountant’s Report
on the Estimates made in December 1967 for the year 1968,
he drew the attention of the Council, and of course of the Fin-
ancial Secretary as well, of the fact that we were running short
of actual cash for the purpose and that an overdraft would pro-
bably he required.

A letter was sent in September 1968 raising this question
of a loan of £100,000 to overcome the overdraft at the Bank
which in normal circumstances of municipal accounting or nor-
mal trading business accounting, if you have the assets to account
for them, it is working capital.

By February 1969 the Financial Secretary had stated that
there would be need for legislation and he did not appear very
keen on it. But, of course, looming over this was the impend-
ing merger and that is in my respectful submission why the mat-
ter was not brought to a head at that time — one way or the
other. Because the Council had powers to raise loans in accord-
ance with their statutes. And the Financial Secretary will also
recall (incidentally that letter of September 1968 from the
Council to the Administrative Secretary or the Permanent Sec-
retary or the Financial Secretary probably was never answered)
that in April 1969 another letter was sent from the Council
to Government regarding loans required for capital works,
which is how all capital works of the Council were fin-
anced — but again there was no reply — perhaps we were get-
ting nearer.

[ think that when the accounts are finally done and the ex-
planation is given how the concept of how the accounting of the
Council is done I think we shall get, and I am sure the Finan-
cial Secretary will agree with me, a clearer picture of the situa-
tion.

HonN. J. CARUANA

Sir, T welcome the Hon. and Learned Member’s suggestion
for a public debate for this purpose. However, although the Hon.
Financial Secretary has not given the final picture of the City
Council finances, I must deplore most emphatically the deplorable

i

Thursday, 25th Sep

state in which tk
that the present
can never be he
have to clear up.
congratulate the
end of the stater
steps to recover )
itself in the stre

Hon. Sir Josnuua

Sir, regarding
the Hon. Minister
on his right who h

HoN. W. M. Isora

Sir, I have be
that there are fou
gately they have L

Hon. A, P. MonT=(

The finances

precisely in the la
Sir.

HoN. W. M. Isora:

. I'am so happ
vious City Councilj
Councillors, I neve
are now taking an

HoN. A. P. MoONTEG

I remember on
on the estimates.

Hon. P. J. IsoLa:

. Sir, I do not k
In the last 20 years.
for this merger abc
thpn, we would not
with the Hon. and

Financial Secretary
if he so wishes, thai
ances of the City Co
on this side of the -
fma.nces, having had
anxious to hear the
after Municipal affa
extremely anxious t
cil, under the A.A.C
years,

R



mber, 1969.

ant 1s con-
it should
ccounting.
;ou charge

v the gen-
ate on the
because 1
there can
ned. But
that in the
matter of
resentative
he Reports
the Finan-
] recall or
int’s Report
year 1968,
of the Fin-
aning short
would pro-

1is question
. the Bank
ting or nor-
s to account

stated that
appear very
the impend-
/hy the mat-
way or the
1s in accord-
ary will also

from the
'manent Sec-
ar answered)
the Council
vital  works,
| were fin-
we were get-

» and the ex-
unting of the
-e the Finan-
of the situa-

’s suggestion
yugh the Hon.
e of the City
he deplorable

Thursday, 25th September, 1969, 31

state in which those finances appear to be at present. It seems
that the present Government is assuming a liability for which it
can never be held responsible, but which we most certainly
have to clear up. I would like also to ‘take this opportunity to
congratulate the Hon. Financial Secretary for proposing at the
end of the statement that he will be taking tough and positive
steps to recover money due now to Government and which jinds
itself in the streets at this very moment.

HON. SIrR JosHuA HASSAN:

Sir, regarding the deplorable state of the finances, of course,
the Hon. Minister can converse in detail with his fellow Minister
on his right who has been a Councillor throughout all this period.

Hon. W. M. IsoLa:

Sir, I have been in the Council for twelve years. I also see
that there are four members on the other side of which aggre-
gately they have been there about 80 or 90 years.

Hon. A. P. MONTEGRIFFO:

The finances of the Council, Sir, began to get into difficulty

precisely in the last twelve years. There was a surplus before,
Sir.

Hon. W. M. Isora:

I am so happy today that I see some members of the pre-
vious City Council speaking whilst before, when they were City
Councillors, I never heard them speak. I am so glad that they
are now taking an interest in City Council affairs,

HON. A. P. MONTEGRIFFO:

I remember one Councillor who never looked at the reports
on the estimates.

Hon. P. J. IsoLa:

Sir, T do not know what City Councillors have been up to
In the last 20 years. I have never been in this body. I was asking
for this merger about 8 years ago. Perhaps, if we had got it
then, we would not have to vote this money. But I must agree
with the Hon. and Learned Leader of the Opposition that the
Financial Secretary has not really given a very full picture; and
if he so wishes, that there should be a public debate on the fin-
ances of the City Council, as there are many of us here, I think,
on this side of the House, who know very little of City Council
finances, having had no experience, I am sure we will all be very
anxious to hear the explanations of those who had been looking
after Municipal affairs for the last 20 years and were always
extremely anxious to point out to the public how the City Coun-

cil, under the A A.C.R. majority, had prospered during these
years,
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Perhaps we shall get a good explanation. I hope so. But the

fact we are faced with today is: that as a result of a little
notice published in the Gazette by the Governor, presumably
after consultation with the Chief Minister, the Government in
one stroke of the pen of the Governor took over all the assets
and all the liabilities of the City Council, It is perhaps unfort-
unate that the notice was drafted in the way it was. 1 think it
might have said: “The liabilities and the assets” rather than:
“The assets and the liabilities”, because now we are faced with
voting initially the sum of £123,000 — and we are told this is
not all.
It is a pity we are in this position because, as Hon. Members
are aware, Gibraltar is now about to go through a difficult time,
and the enlightened and forward policies which this Government
obviously wants to put forward are going to be slightly hamper-
ed by having to pay out vast sums of money accumulated over
the years by the City Council.

I do not think I'am qualified, Mr. Speaker, to say very much
on this. But I would like to ask the Financial Secretary if he can
tell us a few things. A bit of information.

I would like to ask him, the City Council as he knows, from
time to time sought loans from the public or anybody who wish-
ed to invest money in the City Council. T understand that one
such loan is due to be paid on the 1st October,
only 6 days ahead, can the Financial Secretary tell the House
how much is the liability that has to be paid on that date, and
is that money paid out of the £123,000 we are voting now? Or
are we going to sell the Savings Bonds which are worth £60,000?
[ would also like to ask him: Are there any other loans outs
standing by the City Council, their amounts, and when are these
loans due? I would also like to ask him: What provision was

made or has been made for the repayment of these loans? Is
there a fund — a consolidated fund or a sinking fund — to pay
them? Are payments being kept up to date into this fund so
that on the due date the money can be paid? :

If he could give us all these figures, I think Hon. Members,
and especially those of us who have no experience of this curious
system of accounting that calls an Electricity Undertaking an
asset, when you cannot sell it — because if you do you have no
electricity. Or calls the Telephone Exchange an asset, which you
cannot sell to pay your debentures hecause otherwise we cannot
use the telephone. I am ignorant, I accept that. I am ignorant
of the way the City Council had handled this affair — I am ab-
solutely ignorant. All I know is that the Government has to pay
£123.000. And all I can say in reply to the smiles of the members
opposite is: that in the Government anyway, over the last 5
years, we have a general revenue balance of £1,000,000. Or 1
should say, Sir, we had — it is fast disappearing with sums as
large as these.

The other point I want to ask the Financial Secretary — 1
hope he has taken note of all this — there is a development go-
ing on just across the way: The Haven. How much is that cost-
ing and how is it being financed? Has a loan been taken? And
the last question is: How much money did the Government raise
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for the City Council for which the Government is responsble?
And again: Has the City Council been making payments to the
Government in respect of this?

In other words, Sir, without going into the detailed accounts
of the Treasurer of the City Council, and without going into the
general position as to why they are in this position, can the
Financial Secretary tell us, in cash, how much does the City
Council owe on all these debentures, and is this amount of Sav-
ings Bonds worth £67,000 sufficient to meet all these liabilities?
Have we got a fund or have we not? I think the Financial Secre-
tary owes it to the House, before asking us to vote this money,
to tell us a bit about this if he can. I thank you, Sir.

HON. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I am most grateful to the Hon. Member who thinks I
am a walking Encyclopaedia. Obviously I would require con-
siderable notice of those questions, and since the Hon. and Lear-
ned Leader of the Opposition has asked that there should be a
full debate in the House on the question of the City Council
finances, I would much rather reserve my position at this stage.
I have taken very careful note of the Hon. Member’s questions,
and I will be quite willing to answer them all at the proper
time. But I think, Sir, that in the public interest I must assure
the House that there can be no question at all but that anybody
who has money invested in the City Council will get it.

Hoxn. P. J. IsoLa:

But from whom, Mr. Speaker?

HoxN. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The answer is, Sir, very shortly, that if this year the money
is not there we will have to find it. But 'thereafter, Sir, we will
have to take measures to ensure that the provisions of what was,
or what still is, thel City Council Ordinance, are met so that the
rates and revenues of the Council march side by side with the
commitments of the Council. At this stage, Sir, that is the one
assurance I want to give the House.

I could also give the Hon. Member some figures at this
stage. I could tell him, for example, that the commitment is
£1.6 million — nearly £1.7 — in Debentures. I can make that
point clear — but on the other hand I must also say that the
payment of these Debentures is spread out until 1992. But I
shall be able, in due course, to give the Hon. Member the full
answer he wants. As to the running down of the revenue bal-
ances, let me assure the Hon. Member that no one de-
plores, and I underline the word deplores, that having’
built up, or having contributed to build uﬁ, that revenue
balance during the four-and-a-half years that I have been Finan-
cial Secretary, that I should see it dwindling, as the Hon. Member
said, so rapidly. There is one other question, Sir, that I can an-
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swer off the cuff. The Hon. Member asked me about the build-
ing across the way. The building across the way was estimated
to cost £140,000. As far as I know, something like £70,000 has
heen spent on it to this date. We still have to find £70,000 odd
more. But I would not like, Sir, at this stage, to anticipate any
further the full debate which has been promised to the House.

Hon. P. J. Isora:

Sir, I would hate, having heard these figures, I would trem-
ble, to ask the Financial Secretary how he proposes to find
money for all these things, becuse I think that if he were to tell
us the Government would probably be out of office the next day.
But since the Financial Secretary has to sign.the cheques on the
st October, 1969, I am sure he must be in a position to tell me
what are those cheques he has to sign for on that date. Perhaps
he can tell us that.

HoN. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am afraid not Sir. Not at this stage. As I understand

the position, it is of the order of £150,000, but I would not like
to commit myself.

Hon. SIR JosHUA HASSAN:

But will the Hon. Financial Secretary, for the benefit of the
Hon. Back-bencher, explain to him the fact that the borrowing
powers of the Council are statutory, and that repayment is based
on the revenue produced from the services rendered — such as
the ‘telephone — and that it is not a question of selling No. 6
engine or No. 5 engine, but the fact that if electricity is required
and the rates are not enough you put up the rates in order that
the money will be there to pay for the capital and the interest.

- Will 'the Financial Secretary give a little idea so that people
who, are hearing this are not so confused and think that a mil-
lion-and-a-half pounds has been taken to be spent just like that?

HON. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Sir, with the greatest respect to the Hon. and Learned
Leader of the Opposition, I thought that I had tried to make that
point clear when I made reference to the period of time over
which the loans have to be repaid. And I also made reference
to the statutory provisions in the law.

With his eloquence the Hon. and Learned Leader has ex-
plained the position far more clearly than I can. But I can
assure the Hon. Leader of the Opposition that I will spell it out
in words of one syllable when next the subject is debated.

Hon. P. J. Isora:

Sir, I must be very dense. But I would like to ask this ques-
tion — perhaps to the Hon. and Learned Leader of the Opposi-
tion, who is so quick on his feet to give explanations — I would
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ask this question: If the Government had held back the merger
of the Legislative and City Councils, and we had left the Hon.
and Learned Leader as Mayor, as had been requested by the
Gibraltar Post which complained so bitterly about the way the
Gibraltar Government had dealt with the matter, if we had left
him there three months, how would the City Council have paid
the Debenture holders on the 1st of October, 19697 How were
they going to get the £150,000? That is the question I want to
ask. I know there is an Ordinance. I know it is said you have to
pay back through your services. I know all this. I understand it
or 1 do not understand it. But [ also know one thing: the City
Council has to pay £150,000 on the 1st October 1969 and if we
had not removed the Mayor, as it has been alleged against the
Government, unceremoniously, how would the Hon. and Learned
Leader — perhaps he would like to answer, also the Financial
Secretary: how would they have paid this £150,000 when there
was an overdraft at the Bank and we have to vote today £123,000
when they only have in cash £60,000? How was the money going
to be paid? And I ask the Financial Secretary how is he going
to pay it on the 1st October 19697 He has not asked us for the
money. That is only, Sir, 6 days ahead.

Hon. CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think we are dealing now in Committee
with the items in the Estimates. I think the point has been be-
laboured and the Leader of the Opposition wishes to have a de-
bate on this, with which I concur because I too am very con-
cerned with the position of finance in Gibraltar which must be
made clear to the House, we hope, this evening. Therefore, I
would suggest that the Financial Secretary, who is not now in
a position to disclose the figures, should not be pressed any more
on that, and that we should get on with the business and then
debate what we can, in fact, on the facts and figures we have
here tonight. I think this would lead to sensible debate and we
shall be able to assess the situation as we see it today. As to the
future, it is a different matter; and we shall have ample time to
bring the future situation as to our finances to this House. At
the moment I would suggest, Mr Speaker, that we carry on with
the business in Committee and try and get on with the debate
later on.

Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE! )

Sir, I very much appreciate the words of the Chief Minister
and I would very much like to get back to the point we are dis-
cussing. We are discussing the deficit on the 15th August, 1969
of £123,000.

Hon. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, on a point of order. We are not discussing a deficit on
the 15th August. We are discussing an overdraft.

Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE:

These are the words here, Sir, [ wanted to clarify. It is not
a deficit — it is an overdraft,
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I think we have, as far as I know of accountancy, sufficient
assets to cover that if everybody pays their bills to the City
Council tomorrow. We would wipe out this £123,000 and with the
other cash in hand we would have enough to meet the Hon. and
Learned Back-bencher’s £150,000 that he wants.

I think that it must be made very clear that perhaps the
City Council has been over generous in not pressing hard enough
for collection of accounts — but the whole situation is that they
had ample assets to cover this £123,000 as stated by the Hon.
Financial Secretary. There are £240,000 odd owing by the gene-
ral public of Gibraltar. This includes, Sir, I am sure, myself,
perhaps yourself and many other Members here. These are
assets. I know the Hon. Back-bencher does not fully understand
the word assets. He wants to write-off power stations, etc. But
perhaps, if he takes a little trouble and enquires as to how
Municipal accounting is done, he will find it is not an uncommon
thing to have overdrafts in the bank. He will find that it is not
uncommon in their accountancy to have many items put down
as assets which under other systems of accounting might be com-
pletely written off. But there is no deficit whatsoever. And I
think this wording here is extremely erroneous.

Hon. Sir JosHUA HASSAN:

Sir, I would like to support what the Hon. Chief Minister
has said about this and I would like to stress that I was the
first one who said that I thought it was sufficiently important to
have a debate, when we have the accounts, and the explana-
tions of the Treasurer and so on. But just to give one slight
example of the complications of this matter, Sir, even what my
Honourable friend on my right just said, it is true that at this
moment we are all saying the Council are owed a quarter of a
million pounds. But this is true, that with the best system in the
world at this moment you cannot collect every penny.

The point is that every time a demand note goes out, that
money is owed to the Council. There may be people — and
there are many -—— who do not pay their rates and other ex-
penses up-to-date; there are many of them that do so in the
course of business, before the end of the month. Every time
the beginning of a quarter comes there is £100,000 out imme-
diately. Within 24 hours the Council is owed that amount, and
you cannot expect that amount to be paid straight back. So
the point is that it is the process of business. And this is how
the thing would have been solved. But I am very glad that we
are all very anxious that when we have the full report we will
have a full debate on the matter, because it is a matter of pub-
lic importance and it is a matter of Gibraltar. We are all con-
cerned with this.

Hon. CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker, I think the Hon. and Learned Leader of the
Opposition has misunderstood me. I want to have the debate
today on the facts that we have now.
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HoN. Sir JosHUA HassaN:

I am sure the Financial Secretary will be the first one to say
that it would be very unrealistic and unfair, without having the
full account, to be able to debate this in any way that can be
made sense to the public. I am sure the Financial Secretary
will agree with that.

Hon. CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker, with all due respect to the Hon. and Learned
Leader of the Opposition, I must say that this is startling news
for the people of Gibraltar. To hear that two hundred and
twenty odd thousand pounds have not been collected. And that
the debt is getting bigger and bigger. This is a very serious
matter. As you know, I now must assume responsibility for the
finances of Gibraltar—in a way overall responsibility-—and it
is my duty to call the attention of the people of Gibraltar, cer-
tainly of this House, to what may be a serious situation. I am
not saying it is, but it could be. Any institution which borrows
money and has no liquidity to pay for it, because it is not mak-
ing provision for a sinking fund, I should say, is asking for
trouble. It is all very well when you can knock at somebody
alse’s door and out comes the money. But in this case the
money is coming out of the same purse and it is our duty to see
that it is regulated in a proper manner,

It is all very well to talk about municipal accounting, but
[ am sure it is not by any means proper, because it is called:
“Municipal Accounting”, to allow the debt to increase and in-
crease. It is very obvious that this could have been obviated.
And I am sure that the Financial Secretary already is seeing
payments coming in.

The statement that he made very clearly that we intena
to pass legistation and impose a penal surcharge of 25 per cent
on those who refuse to pay will, I am sure, induce many people
who I am sure have got the money to come forward and pay-up
very quickly.

We must be ready to face holders of Debentures and to pay
interest from our own funds. We cannot rely any more on an Inst-
itution which will pay on loan. Loans can go on for ever and accu-
mulate and mount. You can easily balance this with statements
of assets. Assets can be increased or decreased by valuation,
but it does not mean that that value is real and increasing and
that liquidity can be obtained there and then when the demand
is made. To obtain that demand therefore you have got to ask
for another loan. And you can go on increasing the loan un-
til literally you become bankrupt.

Now, this situation, this Government is not going to allow,
[ assure you. And we must put our house in order very quick-
ly. Therefore, I say. that we have sufficient information here
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to discuss what at first sight appears to me a rather ominous
situation, and I must make my position in this respect qutie
clear in debate tonight because I have now taken responsibility.

The Opposition is pressing very hard for priorities. They
want to know what we are going to do next. But unless we are
sure of our grounds financialwise it would be irresponsible for
me and my Government to give any idea of priorities when we
do not know whether we can pay for them or not.

Therefore, just as important as it is to hold a debate today,
and to hold another debate in the near future, when we have
more facts and figures, it is also very important that we reserve
our position with regard to priorities until we know absolutely
how we stand financially.

This, I assure you, from my point of view, is a very delicate
situation. I will, of course, put people at ease, those who have
fent money to the City Council, and say that this Government
witl honour it to the hilt.

Luckily we have sufficient in reserve — in liquidity — to
pay and face any demands that may come forthwith. So there
must be no panic. There will be no loss of money anywhere.
The loser, of course, in the long run, are the Gibraltarians who
will have to pay up this money.

Slowly but surely we have to recover all that money that
has been on loan. This is like living on the ‘never never’. We
have got to put our house in order, particularly now with the
bank rate increasing and increasing. I think it is not in the
interest of the finances in Gibraltar to have to pay such high
amount on interest. This is why the Financial Secretary very
efficiently and very quickly suggested we should clear that
overdraft.

The overdraft was done, and I should say we have spent
already, say over £9,000 on that operation.

So you will realise, Mr Speoker, that this is a matter of
great importance. It is no use saying that the City Council
have, or had, powers to raise this loan. We all have statutory
powers to do certain things. It is a matter of how you do it.
This is where knowhow comes in. This is where experience
pays — knowing how to use those statutory powers. You can
abuse statutory powers. You can mismanage finance. We, at
least, as far as I am concerned, will instruet the Financial Sec-
retary to put this house in order as quickly as possible. And
this must be established here tonight before we take any other
decision in Government.

Hon. P. J. Isora:
Sir, I think the Hon. and Learned Leader of the Opposi-
tion is going to get up. I only want to ask him one question.
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Will he answer, in the course of whatever he is going to say,
will he tell the House how he proposed to pay £150,000 on the
1st October, 1969? Was it his intention to send the Debenture
holders round to the City Council’s debtors to collect the money
from them? How was he going to pay? A simple question.

Hon. Sir JosHua HassAN:

Sir, I will, of course, answer the question. But I am going
first of all to say what I was going to say; and that is, that the
Hon. Chief Minister has said that he wanted to make his posi-
tion clear.

With the greatest respect, I know, and I have great respect
for what he has said, and I can see his concern, but one thing
he has shown is his complete and utter ignorance of Council
accounting and the general way in which municipal accounting
is done, and ours is done in the best traditions of British Muni-
cipal Accounting. This is as clear as day. And if he knew
anything about it he would not have been talking about liqui-
dity and sinking funds. Anybody would know that the local
authority has not got a ‘sinking fund’ but provides every year
a certain amount for capital and redemption of capital and in-
terest.

The whole thing, in my view, is being put out of proportion.
There is no need to panic or to say that there is no need to panic.
Of course there is no need to panic. The assets are there.

If for example in the last 2 or 3 years there has not been
enough income (the assets of the Council — the electricity for
which the loans have been raised, the telephone and all the
services), that is why we owe the money. These are the capital
loans. These are the services from which you pay for your in-
terest and capital. We are getting bogged into matters without
proper information. I hope that the Financial Secretary will
agree that the matter is too important to be dealt with without
all the figures and all the material that one requires.

Of course you want an inquiry because you are quite satis-
fied that there is nothing wrong except the fact that Gibraltar
has been going through a difficult time and the Council has not
been particularly sanguine about certain matters well knowing
that that was its own help towards the recuperation of the eco-
nomy. This is the true fact of the case. But we have to go into
this properly.

This loan which is now being cleared by this vote was asked
from the Council to the Government as the Government had
loaned money and passed on loans to us for the Electricity
Undertaking — for the development. All that comes out of
these assets. And until we get all these matters clear it gives
a completely wrong conception, and people are apt to misin-
terpret matters.

With regard to the question, it is very difficult at any par-
ticular moment to say how you are going to pay. But, on the
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other hand, it is also true that when you have to make big pay-
ments you tighten the screw. And what the Government is do-
ing now, generally, the Council normally does in its own way
up to a point. When a big payment comes then you tighten
the screws and then you have your cash to pay for your pay-
ments,

That is what I imagine, and that is what I would have
ordered, if it had ben necessary. But there would have been
no need for the Treasurer and Accountant to have done it to pay
the debentures.... .

Hon. P. J. IsoLa:

Sir, the Hon. and Learned Leader of the Opposition has
not answered by saying he would tighten the screw. Does he
expect the Government to tighten the screw and get £150,000
from its creditors in five days to October the 1st? Or did he
not tighten the screw in view of the proximity of the impending
House of Assembly Elections? Or did he not tighten the screw
because he knew that the Government had a general revenue
balance of a million pounds and could well pay the £150,000?

But he has not told us yet how, if we had not abolished
the City Council, or the Government or the Governor had not
passed the Assets and Liabilities of the City Council on the day
that they did, but had left it for a period of three months, I
would like to know how the Hon. and Learned Leader of the
Opposition would have paid the £150,000 on October 1st?

HoN. SIr JosHUA HASSAN:

Sir, since a number of months the Council have been work-
ing on the basis that the Government were going to take it;
and any request or any negotiation with regard to the finances
of the Council were always left for the impending merger. This
is the cause of all the trouble. There was a letter of September,
1968 which has not been answered. But I would like to ask
specifically the Financial Secretary if he can honestly say that
on the information that we have now we can really have a true
clear debate on the situation of the finances of the Council?

HoN. FINANCIAL SECRETARY:

Sir, I must confess that when I made what I thought was
a brief statement I never expected to provoke this outburst. For
one reason though, I am very glad. I have heard a lot of things
said tonight. And I must say, with the greatest respect, that I
do not agree with many of the things that have been said by
the Hon. and Learned Leader of the Opposition. The Hon. and
Learned Leader has repeatedly referred to letters which have
been unanswred.

[ think that if the Hon. and Learned Leader of the Oppo-
sition would refer to papers, he would see that the subject mat-
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ter of those letters was discussed time and time again between
myself, the Finance Officer, the City Treasurer and Accountant,
the Town Clerk and sometimes the Hon. and Learned Leader in
his dual capacity. So that to say that letters have not been an-
swered, is really putting onus on officialdom which should not
be put.

I have, Sir, enough material here if I want to carry on this
debate. I have tried to be exceedingly fair to the Hon. and
Learned Leader. And the Hon. and Learned Leader when he
started speaking on this subject, I think, said that I had tried
to be fair and I am grateful for his words. But I want to be
very fair. And for that reason, Sir, I ask that this debate
should be adjourned until I have the final picture as at the 15th
August.  But I would like, Sir, just as a thought to the Hom.
and Learned Leader — he referred me to the Treasurer’s Re-
port on the Estimates of the City Council for 1967. I would, Sir
with th greatest deference, also refer him to the City Treasurer’s
Report for 1969,

Hon. L. DEVINCENZI:

Sir, perhaps at this stage it is somewhat irrelevant, but you
have been kind enough to ask me. All I was going to say, Sir,
is that regardless of whether we have a debate now or not, I am
sure that this side of the House is concerned with their initial
commitment and I must say that the figure of £123,000 is a very
significant figure.

MR. SPEAKER:

Does any other Honourable Member wish to ask any ques-
tion?

Hon. Lievrt.-CoL. J. L. HOARE:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I ask the Hon. Financial and Deve-
lopment Secretary what value he is giving to the fixed assets
which have been passed over? After all these did cost some-
thing to produce in the first place, and whether they are sale-
able or not they are assets.

Hon. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

I thought, Sir, that before the short adjournment, that you
were Kind enough to give us, I had made abundantly clear that
[ did not want to pursue a debate at this stage. I must have the
City Treasurer’s final balance sheet before I commit myself to
saying whether I agree with any valuation or not.

Hon. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, may I say that it is an interesting subject. I look for-
ward very much to the debate. And I am sure that the Hon,
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and Learned Leader of the Opposition in his very privileged
position as Mayor and Chief Minister concurrently will have
quite a lot to contribute to this debate.

MR. SPEAKER:

Mr. Peliza do you go back on what you said a few minutes
ago?

Hoxn. CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER:

In that case we will go back to Head XXV City Council De-
ficit — Item 1 Deficit on 15th August, 1969.

Head XXV City Council Deficit.
Item 1 Deficit on 15th August, 1969, was agreed to.

Supplementary Estimates Nos. 8 and 9 of 1969 were agreed
to.

Resumption
House resumed.

HoN. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I have the honour to report that Supplementary Esti-
mates Nos. 8 and 9 of 1969 have been considered in Committee
with considerable discussion and have been approved and I
now move that they be passed.

MR. SPEAKER:

I now put the question which is that the votes detailed in
Supplementary Estimates Nos. 8 and 9 of 1969 be approved.

Passed unanimously.

The Hon. the Chief Minister moved the suspension of
Standing Orders Nos. 29 and 30 in relation to the Elections
(Amendment) Bill.

Mr. Speaker put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative.

The Elections (Amendment) Ordinance, 1969.

First Reading

The Hon. the Chief Minister moved that a Bill entitled “An
Ordinance to amend the Elections Ordinance and certain sub-
sidiary legislation made thereunder” be read a first time.
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Mr. Speaker then put the question which was resolved in
the first affirmative.

The Bill was read a first time.
Second Reuading
Hon. MaJjor R. J. PELIZA:

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be now read
a second time.

My Government is introducing this Bill because it has be-
come very apparent in Gibraltar that the youth can contribute
very considerably to good Government. And my Government
is very determined to give them every opportunity to be able,
from a young age, to take a responsible view of life in Gibral-
tar. We know by the young people who have constituted them-
selves into parties, that there is a great demand from that age
structure to play an important role in the growth of the econo-
my and of the betterment of the social services in Gibraltar.
Indeed, I think they are as keen, if not keener, than we of the
middle and older ages in improving the quality of life in Gib-
raltar. My Government would like to give them an opportunity,
as soon as possible, to be able to do this. I think, as far as our
party is concerned, that right from the beginning of the forma-
tion of the party we have been fostering and encouraging the
young people to come forward. Indeed, new blood has come and
[ think we have felt it here in this House today. We want this
to happen. The ventilation that is taking place is, I think a very
good thing for Gibraltar. I wonder what would be the future
of Gibraltar if stagnation had been allowed to carry on inde-
finitely. We are just trying to make sure that the same thing
does not happen to us. We want to encourage the young people,
by introducing the proper legislation, to come forward and
participate in politics at an age when now, through maturity
hetter education and, I think, on the whole their assimilation
with the bigger political parties will enable them to participate,
I hope, in the next election or general election that may take
place. I recall that during my bye-election, that unfortunately
because the supplements of the registration were not available,
or because the way the law stood then, this was impossible and
quite a number of young people who were entitled to vote did
not have the right to use that privilege. We want to see that
not only those get it now but even those of younger age who
are proving themselves to be worthy of having the franchise, I,
therefore, will introduce, as I go along an amendment
to the Ordinance to enable us to ensure that the existing law
will give us the opportunity to see that as soon as possible the
younger people who we hope, if this Ordinance is passed, will
he able to register without delay.

Sir, I commend the Bill to the House.

Mr. Speaker then invited discussion on the general prin-
ciples of the Bill.
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be split into the old people and the voung people. But there
are very many decisions to be tauken now which very particular-
Iv affect yvoung people’s future, referring to a matter  which
came in for questioning: for instance referring to the Stadium,
the schools and to a number of cases of which the members
opposite are only too aware. I hope that if this Bill is carried
that the vouth will realise thot the responsibility of {i,a coms-
munity is to the community as a whole. And I fhink that the
worse thing that could happen in Gibraltar would be a horizon.
tal division in which the youth tried to grab evervthing and the
old people are left to be forgotten. I have no  hesitation in
suppm‘tmg this Bill. T think it has come just at the right time.
I hope it will be also the predecessor of other Bills which have
to do with our democratic m.xzim‘ims' [ refer to the conditions
of elegibility to this House and to the quostion of the Declaration
of Interests. T hope that from this Government the public
;gvnora}ly will get a sense of a fair deal of fairmess. '\nd I Empe
that this measure. as I say, will just be the forerunner of other
things to come in the same time,
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voting age to 18, But after a certain amount of enquiry they
decided to moderate, or at least change their ideas, and substi-
tuted the age of 20. I am curious therefore, Sir, how this Gov-
ernment which is pledged to integration with the United King-
dom can put through as their first piece of legislation a law
which they know were their ideal of integration to come into
effect would be doomed. Is this Government, Sir, so immature
that not only they must borrow their first piece of legislation from
their opponents, but they must ask their supporters to accept a
Bill which is doomed to failure should their integration ideal
ever come off? Or is it, Sir. that their pledge of integration is
merely lip-service to a name which once had a certain charm? If
that is so, Sir, then the sooner the Honourable the Chief Minister
and his party colleagues change the name of their party then
the better.

Now, Sir, this Bill seeks to give the right in franchisement
to our youngsters. They already had the right, Sir, in an emer-
gency, and even not in an emergency, to serve their country.
They would even have the right to die for it if necessary. They
must of course have every right to play their full part in the
community. They must have the right of enfranchisement.

Sir, this Bill has, as I have said, been presented with almost
unholy rapidity, but the Bill must not suffer on account of its
sponsors. It is a good Bill. T will support it, Sir.

Hon. Sir JosHUA HASSAN:

Just one small point of clarification, Sir. 1 notice what the
Honourable the Chief Minister said. First of all we had to sus-
pend Standing Orders to deal with this Bill because it did not
have time for publication. Then he said he would propose an
amendment, I suppose later on in the Committee Stage. Then he
also said that he hoped this would come into effect very quickly.
And what I say is T hope the young people of Gibraltar exercise
this right the soonest possible.

Hox, P. J. Isona:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ was not going to speak on this Bill tili I
heard the Honourable Mr. Featherstone filling himself in the
House of all his emotions. I feel T must relieve him of some of
them. And especially of a great number of inaccuracies in his
emotions.

He has claimed that the Government has berrowed this
Bill from the electoral programme of his party. Has talked of
voting age of 20 in England — we have made one of 18; and he
aceuses the Government of borrowing this Bill from their mani-
festo. Perhaps Mr. Featherstone will be kind enough to tell me
where this reduction of the voting age to 18 appears in the mani-
festo of his party.
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was about to read to the House what the
manifesto said. And the Honourable Mr. Featherstone, d politician
of much experience, and especially the one sitting on his left,
made sure that in their manifesto they made it in such a way
that they could claim any Bill that w passcd for lowering the
voting age as their own. They never said in their manifesto, Mr.
Speaker. that they would reduce the voting age to 18 They
said: CIt is our aim to lower the voting age.” if they had found
that the public were not too much with them [ suppose they
could have lowered it to 20 years 6 months, and claim that they
had fulfilled their promises. They could have lowered it Lo eleven
and abolished the eleven plus at the same time. But that was not
their manifesto. Nor was it, Sir, strangely enough, and that sur-
prises me a lot. the policy of the young AACR., I must re-
fer there to Mr. Featherstone’s newspaper, the Gibraltar Evening
Post. which is now called by other names by certain sections of
the community. In the Post of April. < 25th 1969, we
have the aims of the voung AACR. Nowhere in the aims
fabulated as the objects of the party do we see the reduction of
the voting age to any age at all. 1t appears the voung AACR.
were content to play second fiddle before the elections and after
the elections. to their parvent party. This explains, Mr.
Speaker. the general average age of the Honourable Members of
the Opposition, I am sure they will welcome this Bill be-
cause it will enable them at long last to produce Mr. Douglas
Henrich at the next elections and others in the young AACR. I
say this, Sir, because I think itis important, when looking at this
measure, you do nof take this measure as something coming ouf
of the blue. This measure is part of the policy of the new admini-
stration to ask vouth to take a greater part in the activities of
society in Gibraltar, by giving them the right to vote.  On
that date they vest in youth a sense of responsibility to the fu-
ture and to the community  That is the goodness in this
Bill. I welcome what the Minister for Labour said about the Bill
and of the necessity that old peopie and young people must not
be split into groups. I only wish, Sir.  that this party and the
party opposite. took this to heart il did not have o young
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How you can be independent and be unbreakably related is
something that passes my imagination. I would commend
to the leaders of both parties that I think they would do a great
public act of good to the Community if these two parties were
merged in each party and they spoke with one voice and with
one policy. And the people when they go to an election will
know that they are voting for one party and one policy and not
one party with one policy that appeals to the aged and another
party with one policy that appeals to the young. I hope
that if nothing else this piece of legislation will bring a lot
of common sense into politics, will make the youth feel that
they are considered old enough to take a full share of life in
the community and will make them realise that we must all
work together — young and old — as one undivided whole for
the betterment of Gibraltar. I thank you, Sir.

HoN. A. P. MONTEGRIFFO:

Mr. Speaker, I was not going to utter a word about this
piece of legislation but I have been so thrilled by the quotations
by the Hon. Back-bencher, the Learned Mr. Isola, about his
quoting from the political manifesto, ete. that I am really aston-
ished.

I find it very odd that he should be quoting from the poli-
tical manifesto and what they say or did not say. I never read
in his political manifesto that he would be supporting and giv-
ing undivided loyalty to the Chief Minister of a Government
which is supporting integration. Secondly it is again very odd
that in the two political manifestoes produced by the I.W.B.P.
there is not a word about lowering the voting age. So, Sir, if
we say that they have quoted or have copied from our electoral
manifesto, we at least can produce ours to prove that we did
say so.

HoN. J. CARUANA:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think that life teaches us that one learns
from actions rather than from words — especially printed ones.
[ think that this Bill, Mr. Speaker, is an extremely good and
valuable Bill. I have read extensively the People’s Bill referred
to by the Honourable Mr. Featherstone — especialy the Speak-
er’s Committee set up for that purpose and especially all the
comments made by Mr. England. I still think, therefore, that
we must make it very clear to our young people that we are
placing this important responsibility in their hands and that
they must be ready and prepared to bear this responsibility *f
they so wish.
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oy, CHier AINISTER

Mr. Speaker. Twould like to correct one other inaccuracy
made by the Honourable Mr. Featherstone. That 1s when he
caid that the ave in England had been lowered to 20w hen in
fact it has been lowered to 18

[Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE:

On a point of order, Siv. e did nof say that.  He said that
it had been sugygested ik at at should be 20 — that it should be
not that it had been.

Hon, CHier MINISTER:

Sir, I say that in England it has come down to 18 and that
I do not know how this conflicts with our idea of Integration

Hox. Sir Jospua Hassan
Sir. it has not come down 1o 18
Hox, CHIEr MINISTER:

[t witl start as from Ist January. Perhaps the Honourable
Members would like to read the Hansard, But this, of course,
is not the first time that we hear inaccuracies coming over. We
have heard many statements today which have had to be correct-
ed. We have just now, when he sald that young people had
the age lowered and immediately he claimed it was to 18, The
other gentleman talks about it not being in the manifesto — in
our manifesto. It is not in our manifesto. It is in the rules
of our Party which go deeper than the manifesto.  And again, 1
invite the Honourable member on the other side of the House
to studv our Constitution and he will find |
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Mr. Speaker then put the question which was resolved in
the affirmative.

The Bill was read a second iime.

Hon, CHigr MINISTER:

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third
Reading of the Bill will be taken at the next meeting of the
Assembly.

The House then adjourned sine die.

The adjournment was taken at 8.40 p.m.




