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Mr. Speaker (In the Chair)
fhe Hon. A J VAsQurz, M A
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Phe Hon. Major H. •J PF’LIz , ( hief Minister
The Hon. M. XIBERRAS, Minister foi Labour and Social Security
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Phe Hon. J.(1ARuANA, Minister for Medical and health Services
The Hon. W, M ISOLA, Minister for Pourism and Municipal

Services
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ri-re Hon. L. DEVINCENZI, Minister for Eduation and Recteation
Uhe Hon. C. B. OBEIRNE, C,B.E., Q.C., AttorneyGeneral
The Hon. E, H. DAvis, C M.G,, 0 RE, Financial and Development

Secretary
The Hon. P J. Isor, OB E.
OPPOSITION
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(Amendment) RegulatIons. 1970.

(2;The British Commonwealth and Foreign Post (Amendment) Regulations, 1970.
(3) The Local Post (Amendmentj Regulations, 1970.

Ordered to lie.

The Honourable the Financial and Development Secretarylaid on the table the following document:

Supplementary Estimates No. 2 of 1970.

Ordered to lie.

• Answers to Quations:

QuestlenNo.4$of 1970.

HON. A. W. SErnn:
OralHave plans been finalised for the extension of the AirportThrminal Building?

Answer:

THE Mnusna FOR Tmrnisc nm MuNicipaL Snvxczs
(Tarn How. W. M. IsoLa):

No, Sir. Plans for the extension of the air terminal building have not yet been finalised.
The Hon. Member will be aware that tentative drawingshave already been considered by a number of interested parties, among them BEA’s Airport Handling Advisors.During the recent London talks It was agreed that a schemeto meet the specific requirements In respect of the Air TerminalBuilding should be prepared and submitted for approval. Thisis now in hand.

Supplementary:

HoN. A. W. SERnTT:
Sir, will the Minister make sure that I have an opportunity

of looking at these plans before they are finalised, as promisedby the Chief Minister here sometime ago?

HoN. W. M. Isota:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I assure the Hon. Member that if theQhief Minister promise4 this, It wifl be done,
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Question No. 47 of 1970
Oral

HoN. A. P. M0NnGRWP0:

Will the Minister say whether the tender for the conver
sion of the KGV Hospital into a psychiatric unit has been awar
ded?

Anszcer:

TIrE MIMSnR FOR MEDICAL AND Hwn SERVICES:
(TIrE HON. S. CARuANA):

Yes. Sir. The tender for the conversion of the KGV Hos
pital into a psychiatric unit has been formally awarded to
Messrs. Linares and McQuarrie, who have undertaken to carry
out the work in 30 weeks, and the contract provides for the
labour force to live on site.

Sir, their quotation for the conversion is £6q194; as the
Honourable Member opposite will no doubt recall, this sum
represents a saving of £12,000 approximately on ‘the offer made
to him In July, 1969, during his tenure of office.

Supplementary:

HoN. A. P. MoNnGIuno:
Will the Minister say whether this included for the oil-

power heating for the hospital, or electrical heating? And
whether on not it includes all the padded cells that were origin
ally anticipated? Because that would have knocked the price
down by nearly £9,000.

Hoit S. Cauea:
Mr. Speaker, I can assure the Hon. Member opposite that

the contract is. precisely the same as the one he had available
in .1969; whether it contained electrical heating or gas heating,
it is precisely the same. There has been no alteition, and
neither has there been any alteration or reduction In the pad
ded cells.

HON. A. P. M0NnGRIn0:
Is the Hon. Minister aware that the oil-power heating should

be more expensive at the beginning, in regard to capital, but
would be much cheaper eventually?

HoN. S. CauNA:
Mr. Speaker, this conclusion has already been arrived at,

and has already been explained to the Member opposite, that
there has been no alteration whatsoever In the specifications
available to him in July, 1969.

HON. A. P. oNTEGRWFO:
Is the Hon. Minister aware that there were alternative

specifications, and two different prices?
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110w s. rt
‘Jr %y e akt’i. I im quite at are that there ia& one figure

rail bit’. •ae ‘itter. ronclusive’ e)fler. and subsequent modifica
‘i”fl ‘I) Justify tdi bus (“.n’lneneies. lloweier. the figure
hich I have jij%1 mentioned of a savIng “I £12.000. is baed •n
‘tie •ompiete •. ft-i made o him previou”ly.

HON P MONIEGRIn0
Is the u.n’ lu” ‘e otici telated to the tentathe offer made

to me or to ‘he tender submitted h3 the original tenderer?
Becan* T am not aware hat was the money or the amount foi
‘he tender submitted by the tenderer.

lION. .1. CUIuANA
VelI, Mr. speaker. it is precisely ‘he same, once again.

Exactly the same w’ cification with a sa4lng of £12,000. If the
Honourable Member opposite will care to add up £12,000 to
£69.194 he will arrive at the figure of £81.370. Therefore if
se ha e saved £12,000 the quotation for the conversion of
KG’ comes out to £69,194.

LION. A. P LONTF4GRIFFo
Mr Speaker, It is ve difficult to put it across as a ques

tion. But is the Minister awate that In the offer, as distinct
from whatever the amount the tender might have included,
which I am not aware of. had different alternative proposals
which would ha e brought the price down to possibly £70.000
or £69,000?

HON J (“au.wA
Mr Speaker, ft is still the ‘ame. However. I regret quite

obviously that the Hon. Member opposite has been out of office
for a short while now, and ‘bviously he cannot recall all the
correspondence which came to him. I have it available here.
I am quite prepared to show it to him, it was addressed to him.
I cannot really divulge any fui’ther information on this because
it ould be indhcreet. However, if the Hon. Member will care
to accept my figures, as ghen now. I will show it to him later
lie did ha’ie this figure available before, and the offer for the
conversion nois is based on the full pecification which he had
available with no alterations. I am quite aware that there are
figures here suggested which would in fact reduce the figure,
but at the same time it wonld reduce the specification — the
commitment. But the figure that we have now, on the con
tract issued now, is for the sole conversion without any modifi
cation. without any sinwle redrntion what.3oe4er, at this s’age.
If howetez aftei obtaining a figure of £69,145 from the con
tractor. is e cu e to go noss into negotiations with the contractor
to make fiterations to the wntract. variations to the contract.
to reduc° con’nittnentc, it is quite obvious that the figure would
he reduc’c”l ‘o [think 1at if ‘that ‘toes not satisfy the Hon
If imber
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How. 1. P 1ONT€GRIno
I ‘tin ‘atisfied with tho rPpl3 .,isn by llnn \Irnitni i’d

I iccept his offet. his kind otter1 to allow inc to see the i ,uies
ifterw’uds or liter on. rhank scu seiy truth

11CM. p J Isota
I am uie, Sir, th it the Hon Membei ot thc I1ou’e s ould

is sh to congiatulate the Iinister for ‘his ichic’seinent 13u
‘an he confirm to us that the sas ing (,f £12 000 also incluck,
takes into account, the recent increases )1 w ages w ‘ii ded by
Marsh? In other words the £12 000 includes thc. p’ es nt sage
structure of Gibraltar, or takes it into iccount

how. S Carna.
I thank the Hon and Learned Membei. It does not take

into account the 10 per cent increase but if it did, if it were to
do o, it would be higher by 10 per cent Because the saving of
£12,000 is based on the figure available to the Hon Member op
posite in July0 and this does not in any ssay tulate to any subse
csuent tenders where the 10 per cent increase of Marsh has been
included.

How. A. P. MoNTEGWn0:
Sir, may I say. I think one very important factor seem’ to

has e been forgotten. Is the Minister aware that whether it
was £12,000 more or £13,000 less, the offer was based on a fixed
price contract and this appears not to be . o?

How S CuluawA.
I am sorry. Mr. Speaker, what I did answer to the Hon

1ember on my right, is that the 12 per cent saving includes the
10 per cent, includes the 10 per cent but it is not included in the
saving. If the 10 per cent had been added on to the pies ious
)ffer in July. then the saving would be even more, 10 per cent
more, another £8,000 — £20.000

How. A. P MONTEGRIFFO:
m I to understand ‘hat this is a fixed price contract met

and for all’

how. J t..%Rt tN4
Wcll not neccssanly. Mr Spe4kci I mnn the th :g 1’

quite open to s ai iations, but what ‘se ha’ e c’st abIishd hei e i

that the specification, ‘lie u ntract “.1 en nut is fo’ the saiflt
specifications ai ia’tiuns could ‘a U tedun Di to ii trc-a%e, LU

imurove the sc henie or to in rn e thc as in E’thei ‘iy it

is a sarittion What counts hete h ti at tl is ion y an 1 hi
as in.z of £12.000 is for (x’ictlv thc anie p cult atuon
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Question No. 48 of 1970
Oral

HoN. LT.-C0L. S. L. Hoax:
Why are unlicensed and derelict cars, which appear to have

been abandoned by their owners, permitted to remain on the
public highway monopolizing valuable space?

Answer:
Tax MINISTER FOR TouRISM AND MuNIcIPa SERVICES:

(Tflg HoN. W. M. 1501.1):
Unlicensed and derelict cars are not permitted to remain

on the public highway. During the past 3 months 105 derelict
cars have been disposed of.

Supplementary:

HoN. Lrr.COL. S. L. Hoax:
Mr. Speaker, I have been keeping ‘tabs, if I may use that

inelegant expression, on a number of cars. I took the trouble
of going round this morning for an hour, and to very few places,
and I still counted 13 there, In the very few places that I could
visit on foot in one hour this morning.

How. W. M. IsoLa:
Mr. Speaker. Sir, I am very glad that ‘the Hon. Member Is

taking such a great interest in derelict cars on the public
highway. I would like to say that in. the last two years 257
can have ben removed from the public highway of which, as
I have said before, 105 cars have been removed in the last 3
months. If the Honourable Member is anxious to jet me have,
or is willing to let me have, the 13 can which are lying on the
highway and which are derelict, I will appreciate It and I will
pass it to the relevant authorities for disposal.

HoN. LT.-CoL. S. I. Hoar
Mr. Speaker, first of all let me congratulate either the past

Government or the present Government in clearing so many
car& But the fadt remains that there are still can on the’ high
way today which are derelict. And if the Hon. Minister over
there thinks that I am going to turn informer and give him
the numbers of these cars, when he has all the employees of
the Council available to soft them out, then I think he Is very
much mistaken.

How. Sm JosHua Hassaw:
Is the implication from the Hon. Minister’s answer that

can get derelict much quicker now that there is a new Gov
ernment?

How. W. 1W. IsoLa:
With respect, Mr. Speaker, I do not think that is the point.

The thing Is that at present this Government is very anxious
in clearing up Gibraltar.
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HoN. LtC0L. S. L. Horn:
Mr. Speaker, I think these sentiments apply to both sides

of the House. We all want to see a very tidy and clean Gib
raltar, this Is why we raised ‘the question in the first place; but
I still have not had an answer to my question. Why are there
still cars on the highway, why are they not cleared? A chute
was produced quite recently, I do not know at whose expense,
probably John Bull’s, with our help, but the fact remains that
these derelict cars are still on the pubic highway taking up room
which could be used by other cars which are licensed and ser
viceable.

lioN. W. M. IsoLA:
Mr. Speaker, as I said before, unlicensed and derelict cars

are not permitted on the highway. Now, If my Hon. Friend is
prepared to give me the places where the 13 derelict cars are,
I shall make arrangements to have them removed. As I said
before in the last House of Assembly, on the question of clear
ing and taking derelict cars, we depend on the co-operation of
the public.

HoN. LT..C0L. S. L. Ho4n:
Mr. Speaker, this Is repetition. I agree that everybody

wants to keep Gibraltar tidy. I think so. And I an perfectly
aware that the law does not permit cars to be left on the high
way; but the fact remains that they are on the highway. And
what I want to know is when are they going to be cleared. Be
cause they are till being permitted, whether the law permits It
or not, they are still being permitted by the local authorities
to remain there.

HoN. W. M. Isois:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am sorry but cars are not permitted to

remain on the public highway.

[ioN. P. 5. IsoLA:
Sir, Would ft not be helpful to the Minister if public-spiri

ted gentlemen like the Hon. Questioner were to cooperate with
the authorities in informing the Minister where derelict cars
lie, so that action can be taken? Would he not appreciate that
rather more than being told by an Hon. Questioner that it is
not his duty as a citizen to give such information? Can I have
an answer to my que&tion, please.

HON. A. W. Snnn:
Sir, does the Hon. Mmister want us to present an album of

photographs like we did with the rubbish, of 44 photographs?

HoN. LTAoL. S. I... RoAn:
Mr. Speaker, I am not prepared to give this information.

I will not act as an. informer. Because to give the places, I
question of principle. The • or Municipal Services, or
would also have to give the numbers. Oh, not shame, it is a
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vhazLver they like to t all tliemq’lv.’,. have sufficient employee’.
vho travel thi”ugh the highway- and by-ways of ‘hi, efty ‘A
airs, and they can *e this. fhev can urtly be instructed tt)
make a ‘tot: of thtse and pa. thjtm to tl1e reltvant eetinn I
vu not prnpared ‘o ‘hi ‘hat dirty ;u.Lk f”r diem.

[In M UERI AS
Mr. Speaker. I think that a ‘t’iy lontz speech. Sir, rind

I think there is a relennt rule to ay that at question tim’ .nc
asks ciuesttons

[lox. MAJoR R. S. PELIZA:
Mr. cpeaker, could I say that the Memb”rs on the ippotite

bide can always rai this on the adjournment: and I wish they
did. rather than conduct, and carry on conducting. time and
again, debates at question time.

Hos. L DEvTNcENzr:
Mr. Speaker. I think this is relevant. I would like Ihe

Minister of Municipal Sen-ices to assure me that when a tar
appears to hate been abandoned. that I hope it is not disposed
of. I hope they make cure that it is abandoned. The (ues
tioner said when they ‘appear’ to be abandoned. I hope they
made sure that they are abandoned.

[IoN. W. M. ISOLA:
That is correct, Sir.

Question No. 19 of 1970

Oral
lbs. Lr.-C0L. S L. bARE.

Why are cars which are not registered locally and, either
displaying expired foreign licewlng discs or none at all. per
mitted to be driven t’n the public highway?

Answer:
Tim MINISTER FOR TouRISM .tND LUNICIPAL SERVICES:

(THE HoN. W. M. ISOLA):
In accordance with the Traffic (International CircuLation)

Regulations Cap. 154 the otner of a foreign registered vehicle
can use his vehicle in Gibraltar without being locally licensed
or paying import duty for a period of ix months provid°d the
owner is not a resident of Gibraltar, the tehicle has been re
4istelecl abroad in any of the Contractinz Countries of the 1949
•r 1956 Conventions: the registration plate and the ign of 1he
country 3f rPL,istration ire ethibited md the i-c hick is covered
by third patty insurance polky.

En at ci rim’ e ‘viiO cicistin’ let i,lation foreign i .4iatered
motor which, lo not require to display their foteign dics.
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Suj.ideinentury

HoN. LT.-oL. S. I... Hon:
Mr. Speaker, this may be true of some foreign countries,

but other foreign countries require the discs to be shown. I am
questioning those cases where not only are they expired, but
those which should be exhibited in any case. I am also aware
of this International convention. I have clone a certain
amount of travelling on the continent. But is the Minister, the
Hon. and Learned Minister, aware that cars have been here for
a very long time. much beyond the two months or six months.
still with foreign regiStration plates and stilt without licensing
in their country of origin or wherever they were wgistered?

HoN. W. M. IsoLA:
Mr. Speaker. I am not aware of such information. How

ever, again I may go back on this question of cooperation. If
my Hon. Friend, is prepared to give this information, I will
certaiifly pass it to the Police for appropriate action. But un
fortunately if the Hon. Member is not prepared to cooperate,
of course, I am unable to help him.

HON. LT.-OL. S. L. H0ARE:
I think the Hon. and Learned Minister is not on the ball

over this. All he has to do. or should I put it in a question:
Is he not able to stand on any corner, on this corner of the
Piazza, for one hour in the evening and notice cars going by?
May L have an answer to my question please. Mr. Speaker?

HON. W. M. IsoM:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am not prepared to stand one hour in a

corner waiting for cars to go by.

HON. L’r.-oL. S. L. Hon:
I was not ‘(alking about certain bars in town. Mr. Speaker,

I was talking about the corner of this Piazza, which is in the
centre of town.

HON. W. M.I50LA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir. I heard the Questioner say not ‘bars’, I

heard the Question. I said I am not prepared to wait outside
in the street for one hour waiting for cars to go by.

HON. LT.coL. S. L. HOARE:
Surely, Mr. Speaker, is not the Minister able to detail one

of his minions to do this. One of the people who are paid to
do this. One of the inspectors:’

HON. W. M. ISOLA:
Mr. Speaker. Sir, is inc Hon. Friend on the other side

saying that in ‘that particular place in one hour certain cars Un
licensed or without proper foreign plates wilt be passing by?
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lbs. Lr-C0L. J. L. HOARE
Mr. Speaker, I did say so. There are so many cars that

he could not miss it Unless he is blind.

HON. MAJOR A, J. GACHE:
Mr SpE’ aki i m a I t eter o (1aue 17 (1 (iii) hei e it

that if a question contains a statement, the Member asking it
shall make himself responsible for the accuracy of the state
ment. I do not know how he can make himself responsible for
the accuracy that cars will pass by if he waits there an hour.

HoN. LT.-COL, J, L bARE:
I could drive one of those cars on the road and make sure it

was there within ihe hour.

Question No. 50 of 1970

Oral
HON. E. J, ALvAREz:

What steps is Government taking to ensure that buses ad
here to time-tables?

THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM ND MUNICIPAL SERVICES:

(THE HoN. W. M. I5OLA):
Sir, with permission I will answer Questions No. 50 and 31

together.

Question No. 51 of 1370

Oral
HoN. E. J. ALVAREZ:

Is the Goeinrnent takiniz in icLon in the re iouting of
buses from Main Street?

Answer:
THE MINISTER FOR TOuRIsM AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES:

(THE HON. W. M. IsoLA):

The whole question of re-routing of buses is under onsid
eration by the Transport Commission. Counter-proposals sub
mitted by the Operators are being studied by a sub-commiltee
appointed for this purpose which met earlier this month and
which will he submitting their recommendations at the next
Transport Commission meeting early in March, The question
of time-tables is closely linked with the re-routing of buses and
is; also under examination 1w the sub-committee.

Su.pplemen tory

HON. E. J. ALVAREZ:
Is the Hon. Minister aware that bus services are unreliable

and irregular? That passengers have to wait. for long periods,
particularly during the transportation of school children, and
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hat II e public are conct mcd about it’ Lnder the circumstan
‘ iili 1w Hi n Iwi’tcr take ‘irgnnt and ‘pecific action i.O
uie ‘hat time tables ire rigidly naintarned’

1(1% W NI. ISOLA
Mr Sp 1 er Sir, I im aware of all the difficulties. And no

‘loubt my lion Fric nd. Mr Alt at et. is also atsa e of the diffi
ultic if Ic timing and i uting of buses as, if I remember

i ihtly he ii as ‘he Chan man of the ri rspoi t Commission In
I )68 up to. I belicve, October 1969. 1 am fully mare of the
luff’ ultie’ ii Inch e’ii’t ii ith re routing of buc s and time-tables
nd I a%ure th° Hon Mcmber that I am most anxious to regu
itc thic mattc r is soon i’ n ts’ible

HoN. Sm JosHr i HASSAN:
Is it not a fact that the bus sei t ices hate srn iously deter-

orated In the last few months as a iesult of other difficulties?
But in fart isn t it a fact that the bus set vices are getting worse
ad worse?

lln’i. NI. IsoiA.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I believe that the bus service has gone

down since the withdrawal of Spanish labour in June 1969. I am
fully aware, of it — I am fully conscious of it — and every
effort is being made by the Transport C’ominbbsion to give the
public the service they deserve. I am much obliged.

Question No. 52 of 1970

Oral
HON Lr -C0L J L Horn.

When is the landscaping at Cathedral Square expected to
;e completed?

Answer.
ruE Miwisrn ron TonusM AND Muwcia SERvIczs.

(THE IIo’i. W. iI IsoLA):
It is expected to complete the conctruct ion works, road bUt-

facing and planting in April. Hot ever the soecial lanterns are
till on order and the delivery is uncertain. The footpath pay
ng cannot be completed until they are inbtalled.

Supplernentarjp

flow Dr (ot S I... Horn.
V. oul I he job hate been completed ea her if Oiei e had ken

uo ur ‘err’uptic n of the ‘iou k there’ What t as the cause of the
untcui’iltuon’

lies S I I ‘WA.
LI c rk, Mr. Speaker. started last Not ember, had to be

i iti tfl bet ‘tuw labour on set eril occasions had to be re
deph ye I no e urent oi more impoutant works Work act-
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ialI’v t pped on the 23i d January pending agleerneni ith he
mdti tuII(iI Lmaue u ‘\OIP takine me T)art if iiu foot

r’jfl ui ,flrj the ( a tudrai ( uuiuil. I ni as led
I ist auc i v ml I a o en ai ot d, Work, in actual far1, corn
ii m d I ia n Pu t I urn ut ‘he Moi o can laboUr orre her

in r f’-i 0. iiH in I

llo\ i. C n. J L lloRE:
I hank hu lion and Learned \[iniher or that But

m Pint it km u LWen prudent to rheck, before you started n ork,
v hu land von intendoit to work on i your m n or Dc-

longed 10 orne other authoriy

IHs \. \1. 150L\
\Ir Speaker, Sn’, of course it would have been prudent to

lime checked that the land which we are working on was ours

It so happons that when I first saw tills scheme in November 1

thought it would be a far better scheme if we got. a utile more

land horn the (‘athethal Council. And as a result there was a

(‘eltain amount of delay. The original plan did not include

that rart of the Cathedral Council area. We have now 1aken

I hat ot or at ow’ expense and at no expense 10 the Cathedral

Council

lbs. [T -COL. J. I. IIu.i:
V. a the work on that particular land commenced before

ou obtained their agreement, or after?

hex. , M, [SOL,

Work on the land belonging to the Cathedral Council star
led either today or yesterday.

[lox. hr -(.uL. J, I . FIUARF;
Mr Speaker. I thought that the cannon, rhich ras on holy

‘1 iniv land u is removed months ago,

lbs W M. ISOLA
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I cannot accept that the cannon was on

land belonging to the Cathedral Counc1. The cannon iva on

iad belongIng to the I overnmciu of Gibraltar.

Ibx, Lr. coo. ,J. L. IIARE.
N’n a’ ro i’ding to the infermat P n I have got from ye i’ nied

CS inrerned with the Cathedral I will accept the LIon
IUI hle and heat nc d Ministc’ r’ asuran( c on that.

lk Maji R . ,J \iIiF;.

Mi Speakci’, may I again refer to the aine clause, that the
o a ‘t h ould ha heckc d the at curacv of hi statement

ht’ made it It nould anpear that he did nut
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U t Sn. tna
The lion Member has accepted th’ ‘l’%Ui ante ii om ‘lit

i i, ii able I eai ned Minister

un p j OLA.
(‘an the Mini%ter aure us that cannon will be i epI (1

) rn ‘.1 ‘re in this dewlopmcnr

11 ‘ 4 U I8OL
Mr Spc aker, ceitalnly not around that atca It is teiribl’

high ot in keeping with the de’ elopmen’ of the squ at

II w. LT. C’oL S L Horn:
Without being offenql e. would the lion, and I earned Mm

%t ar like suggestions on shat to do with thi’, ‘annon9

l4o U. K FFAnIERST0NE.
Sir, we are grateful for this time-table of April given to

‘n, but would It be a definite time-table, or will It be elaatlc like
the promised timeetable for commencement of work at chc
Victoria Stadium promised by the MlnIter In Febnian’

IIo’. L DPvINOKNZI:
On a point of order This i’ another question altogether,

Quetfion No. 33 of 1970

Oral
IION. A. W. SFsnw.

Is Government aware that some of the lighting in St. Mi
chael’s Cake t’as been out of order for some time, and ‘II it
t ike the necessary steps to have it repalred

Answei
NE MINIS an ron ToumsM AND MumnP4L SnivicEs’

(rilE lION. W M. IS0LA)

There are three lighting circuits In St. Mu had’s Ca e —

1 Liwhts for R coratlon and son et 1umier

2 I..ight Ior illumination of the paths md steps

1. 1 içhts for the emergency ciicuit.

4.. at he last inspection, carried out ‘eiy iecentlv all the
lzhts r d c ntion were functioning pi operl> including thc

son 1 im cre equipment. Ei4ht of tht lights on the ‘teps
wert ait f act on due largely to the fact that these ue not
water V ilk ft ‘ad fittings and therefore in the islntei months.
after (.1 t ‘a’n nd humidity, we ire unable to keep them
functio 1 Di It dv The last group of llght some 22 in
number m it cf n ‘mergcncv ciIcuit l’ghted trim
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stand-by generator which cuts in within 30 seconds of any po
wer failure in the Cave. I hope that my Hon. Friend is not
referring to these when speaking about lights which do not ap
pear to be functioning, May I add the emergency circuit is
tested every morning before the opening of the Cave and is
operating perfectly.

Suppiementari

HON. A. W. SERFATY:
On a point of clarification, I was not referring, of course,

to emergency lighting. But I think, with all due respect, that
the Hon. Minister is wrong when he says that the lights are all
working correctly. For weeks now, a part of the cave has been
comp1eteIy in the dark. As you go out on the new part of ihe
cave at the lower level, the whole of that part of the cave has
been completely in the dark. And I am surprised that the
Minister is not aware of the fact.

HON. W. M. ISOLA:
I understand, Mr. Speaker, that my Honourable Friend was

there recently. Is he referring to that particular lighting —

when he went on that visit?

HON. A. W. SERFATY:
In The last 6 weeks I have been twice to St. Michael’s Cave

and on the two occasions that part of the cave was completely
in the dark. The last time about 10 or 15 days ago. The Hon.
Minister can take it from me that this is a fac*t,

HoN. W. M. IsoLA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am quite sure that if my Honourable

Friend says he has been there twice and on these two particular
occasions it has been in darkness, of course, I take my Honour-
able Friend’s word. And I shall ensure that that does not
happen again.

HON. A. W. SERFATY:
Thank you very much.

Question No. 54 of 1970
Oral

HON. 1. ABECAS15:
What steps is the Government taking to repair one of the

two lifts of No, 2 Tower Block which has been out of order or
over three months?

Answer:
THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WoRKs AND HoUSING:

(THE HoN. MISS C. ANES):
The lift went out of action on 12th December, 1969. This

was due to the heavy rains which damaged the top control
switch. This switch was replaced immediately but the lift eon.
tinued to develop intermittent faults. Eventually its cause was



raced to the niw swith which needed modifications. Thee
crc rompleted on February 10th when the lift became fully
perational again.

I houId like to express publicly my concern, which I am
sure the Opposition will share, at the constant acts of vandalism
ommitted by certain persons ho through their lack of consi

deration cause great inconvenience to people living in the ro
wer Blocks. fhere is no rhyme or reason for these acts of
hich I give the following instances:

Overloading of car (as many as 14 persons were tound on
one occasion instead of the permitted
six)

Breaking off call pushes.

Wrenching off call push panels, and

Fouling of the light ray unit etc.

Not only do they cause great inconvenience but the wanton
damage could one day endanger the lives of people using the
lifts and is also a burden on the tax payer. I would also like
to add that we intend to employ lift attendants to be on duty
during peak periods.

Supplementary:

HoN I. ABEcAsIs
Thank you very much. The Opposition does share your con

cern. Perhaps we can only suggest that more supervision
hould be exercised in that particular area.

HON. Miss C. ANES:
That is why we intend to employ lift attendants. To see

tha’t people do not damage the lifts and so on

HoN. I. ABECASIS:
Thank you.

Question No. 55 of 1970

Oral
HoN I. ABECASIS:

Will Government remove their ‘Caravan Office” perma
iently parked opposite No 2 Tower Block which is occupying the
oarking area of at least four cars to a less obstructive site’
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Tn K 3ii\ISTFR t; tiC 1’ iii IC “RKS AND 1Iorsiw:
(£nz lic liNs C Aas1

11w C ira ar n1 • ‘‘11 lx ten ted by the Contractors as
—‘ ‘‘n• .— ‘1i ‘t’r. ‘tiaI •d’)I k t’, tic Tower Hltwk% .rl’ ct.nw!clt’rI

\; i’ uplaint ‘ta t I ten ie’eited (torn enants and I am
dt Iei hat parkin4 pi’• nib no problem in that particulat
ttc1 Lu tart the inlv t”iaphtint tuict’d in tie pre’s has been
ill WI’t’ct ‘f flats shu.h uannot ‘et )e 2llOeatCd thrnuh .V)

fault I the pie bert administration.

Siit •‘1einevtnry

11(1W 1 ABEC’AsIs.
I am cornet red because I hate been approached by peo

ple in that area. Pet h tpc people have decided not o approach
the Lands and %Voi k Departmcnt. because they do not get Iheir
jobs done I have been approached and it is my duty to bring
it to the notice of the Iinisters

IT0N. MIss C. AXES.
Sir. I au. a are that he has been pproaclied. I was ip

proached befoie him. I know the person particularly welL I
suspect that the question has arisen as a iesult of a tenant not
having been allowed to paint hi5 car in the covered way of Tower
Block No

flow I. ABEC4SIS.
I am concernpd about the parking area. not the painting

area.

HoN hss C ANs.
The thing is that if this tc nant had not had his attention

called by the caretaker, lie would not have complaIned of the
c’iravan at all

lION. 1. ABEC’ASIS.
The carat an us taking the place of tour cars, whether the

complaint ha beer lodged or not.

11GW Miss C’. NLS
fhe reason “.hy the caravan is pt’rked in that particular

position and has been tht’re ilnee the Tower Blocks were vom

but ted a few ye it’ ago. I think thiee or four years ago, is be
caus° if the cat at an because of ft% t ohune were pat ked in ne
‘,sh,tp Iine a an ordinary car. it would obstruct the right tat

uiy ‘4! ,)IN’i’ ;ralliv

flow I. AL’ECAS a.
I eouH show the rtontiurahl.- Mintt’r dny amount of la•

ec ther” this caravan .“ild t:tsily be parked.
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1k N Miss ( Aics:
If he 1s cu,esting utt n this iravan in the \%asteland ‘it

I a<una, I cuget that the leason it has not been done is to
I oid vat dalism and hooligans bi aking into it thinking hei e
i iy be money in the place

CIII Ho I \BECASIS
Ihank you ery much, I would appreciate it very rnwh if

it is mo d as sOOfl is possible

lioN, Miss C AEs’
I can assure him that as ‘ on a th remedial work is (ji

hed by the Contractors, it will be done.

110N I ABECASIS.
rhank you.

Question No, 56 of 1970
Oral

lION I, ABECASIS
Will Government state how many masons are employed by

the Lands and Works Department for the maintenance of Gov
ernment properties?

4n.swer:
TIlE MiNISTER FR LABoUR AND SOCIAL SECurnTY:

(THE HON. M. XIBERRAS):

There are eight masons at present employed by the Lands
and Works Department, all engaged on repairs to and main
tenance of Government properties.

Supplementary:

lioN, I. ABEcASIS.
Sir, do you think that this is a reasonable number of ma

sons, considering the amount of leaking roofs in the Governs
men’t properties?

lioN. M. XIBERRAS:
Sir, I think that the answer to that question should be ob

vious to the Questioner. The Minister is most certainly not
satisfied. However, the Minister is also aware that the Opposi
tion have been making, in asking certain questions, certain allu
sions to the labour situation I would much prefer the Oppo
sition to come out and debate the labour situation in detail and
perhaps I could give an overall answer which might be more
atisfing to the Questioner and his colleagues on the other
bench

[IoN I, ABECASIS.
Thank you ery much
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HoN. SIR JosmiA HASSAN:
If the reference of ‘rhe Minister who replied, is to the fact

that this was mentioned at the last meeting of the Council, I
would like to inform the House that I heard a Minister and a
member of the Gibraltar Council confirm publicly on television
a view that I had held but had not heard expounded by the Gov
ernment And that is that. the importation of foreign labour
was a matter of foreign affairs and not therefore a matter for
this Government. Because of that .

How. P. S. IsoLA:
Order, order

How. SIR JOSHUA HA85AN:
I have asked leave ‘to make a statement I hope that I will

be allowed to go on without being interrupted. Thank you, Mr.
Isola.

The fact that is exactly what we have felt, but did not ap
pear to bet the view of the Government, but as ft was publicly
stated by the Hon. Minister for Medical Services in the course
of a television appearance. I agree entirely with that view,
this is the view that I took always of the constitutional position.
And the matter of the importation of foreign labour has been
taken by us directly with those responsible.

How. M. XWERRA5:
Sir, I am grateful for this. I shall, as Mr. Speaker knows,

be making what I hope will be a fairly comprehensive statement.
I am sorry that the debate has not come actually, because I
would welcome a detailed statement of the Opposition’s view.
I have already made one Wtatement which was called compre
hensive by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition, and I hope that
he will use the same epithet of the statement that I am going
to make. But I think that there is a need for a certain amount,
not only of understanding of our predicament, but also of the
desire on the Opposition’s part to come clean with their own
policy. (Cries of ‘Here, here’).

How. SIR JOSHUA HAssAN:
If I may say so. This is very important. ft will save

plenty of time later on. We are entirely in agreement with
that, and we will expound our views on that, but first things
come first; and we will first of all want to establish certain as
pects of these matters of foreign affairs from the right quarter,
and then we shall come here and have a full debate.

How. M. XmnInAs:
Sir, I am sure that the constitutional question is a complic

ated one and we all have our views about this. Whether a
matter is constitutionally in the hands of His Excellency or Her
Majesty’s Government, or in the hands of Mini&cers, is again, as
the Hon. and Learned Member opposite knows, rather a dliii-
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P II )we4er, theie aie certain rc’pon’.ibilitk s which
ttis Ii it ‘itist IdLe, md which tembers f thc. Oppo”i

‘a ‘ mist e rid I h pe ‘hat in the “or1 of my state.
t. n ii n ‘and tic Go,einirnn’ s ic’ply so hi, ju(stion si1t
1 tj) ‘he lion and Leai ned M mber oj po’ilte

\ SI’ I ‘iii iIIbSvc.
14 c hill tudy he state, ic.nt and if necessaiv debate it at I

ii cu t time We are quite happy to to that But we s’ tnt
4 ir., cttledflrt

P 1 l’30L4
\lr Speaker. Sir, I am UiC the Mlnistei i’ ‘.ei. ‘

) Hi 1 cadcr 1 the Opposition for vaaweru’g his question% But
in hc llinistei dfl ‘;er me I’ there any u a’c’n at all why

there hould riot be a debate in this House under the (onstitu
n 1 the labour situation In Gibraltar’

Ia. Snan:
I hink that that iq w ithin my province ard not within he

province of the Minister.

IIo’i P. S Isoza
Mr Sr iker. with respecr, I am asking the Minister whe

ther in his iicw there Is any i e’ison at all why this House should
i ft discuss the labour ‘ituation in Gibraltar This is, I din
ure Hon. Membcrs will agree. the forum for discussion of is
1 ‘ that affect the people of Gibraltar. And uiely one must

c t the elected members to air their view’s. Cm the Minis
or av whether then is any objection at all, or whether he

•uld bject at ill to the Opposition gutting down a motion
n abour’ rhat is his Depaitnent?

II’i U XmERnS:

Sir, my feelin ‘, about this were expressed in answer to an
thcr uetion. I think it was at the last meeting, when I said
I’ it I pa cr ally would welt owe thi, debate. However. I .,tand
o oe ott ‘ted 1 Mr. Speaker whcthei this is a matre n

w h ch should debate or not

lio’ it Ioq2n’t H.ass4N
‘t Speakc r. nay I clear one point which i 4er) impartmnt

£ i shi ct t iw is to vIcar the areas of iesponsibilities nd if
I cl 1’ nm., ic..,aid tq that, what apect of it ‘e should lis

ill but a mc tion. ‘the (sovernm nt if thcy ‘imnt
i 1 i c. .11; u’s. cm als bring a ‘notion isking the confid

tic. louse in their asp 3Ua of it, and say that their po
itt polic This is the way to do it ‘Ye aic not

• v p ,q bmlit> of debatinL, ;t, but “t imali rnn’

r .1 m Ri tne of our ow’i ide 1,3 urcl s, nor by ate
II i i Backbenchcr n my e”treme left. (I au,,hter).
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lION. P J ISC1LA
Sir. st a e in a ‘nrv difik ult position, by which the Hon

nd IA airied I adci of thi’ Opposition, otherwise known as
hut-up” ‘s ml.’ to niake a many specehes as he likes during

(uetin time. nd o 1 .‘r lion. Members of thi& House may ao
10 %(I I’ ZC 111 P’ “ il.’wd pnitu’n!

MR. f’TLKER

(‘ii thi% ‘jut—i inn. ‘1rciy he is not in a privilc4ed pOitiofl.
irni it i )i me To let ide whether lion. Members are making
speechc 01 not. I think that st have debated this matter long
cn’)u%h oa ri.iet v,n time, md that it should be raised in mother
form We sill procecd ith the Order of the Day

STAfllENT BY THE MIMSTER FOR LABOUR AN!)
SOCIAL SECURITY

HoN Xl. XIBKRRiS:
The withdrawal of Spanish labour last year created an em

tirely rn w employment situation in which all who worked in
Gibraltar would base to live in Gibraltar. and, if only for purely
practical considerations, our supply of labour was considerably
restricted. Though Gibraltar as a whole was placed in a *ry
difficult position by this action, many people in Gibraltar re
gard this as a time of opportunity and challenge, out of which
given the right and wise polities for the future. Gibraltar could
emerge as a mnre efficient community and one in which the re
wards of labour would be equitable.

There can he no 4oubt that the Government has taken up
this opportunity and challenge. The policies which have been
woiked out during the last 7 months, when the labour situation
has been the subject of close and continuous study, are based on
the following considerations.

(ii generally, the philosophy et out in the Beeching Report;

(21 the effective protection of the rights of the (Mbraltarian
worker,

(SI an intensive training programme, particularly In the build
ing industry, to raise standards of efficiency and fully de%e
lop the skills of which (hbraltarian workers are capable if
properly trained:

(ii the te(1iurement of contracts of employment for both Gib
raltarian and imported vnrkers;

(5, the pios ision of txperts, some of whom will be in Gibral
tar for neriods of up to 3 years, to streamline organisation
‘md extr ict the highest possible productivity to the common
ben( lit 11 ernphners. workers and the community at large;
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(6) control over the employment of workers from abroad and
the provision of accommodation for them;.

(7) increasing the labour force employed directly by the Gov
ernment, with the particular intention of improving the
maintenance of Government properties, while at the same
time letting out specific maintenance jobs to contractors.

Government action has already been taken on a number of these
points. Other points which 1 have listed will require legisla
tion in three respects: industrial training, contracts of employ
ment and control of employment. It is hoped to bring draft
legislation on these three sub)ects before the House at the next
meeting.

A first draft of the Industrial Training Bill has already
been cleared with all concerned Including representatives of the
Gibraltar Trades Council and the Chamber of Commerce and
the second draft, Incorporating a number of amendments, has
also already been cleared by the official departments and will
be put to the G.T.C. and the CC. very shortly. The main ob
ject of the Bill is to enable persons already in industry to be sys
tematically trained. It can be applied, on the recommendations
of the Industrial Training Board, to any industry from catering
to motor mechanics. It will provide a proper apprenticeship
scheme in the private sector. It is proposed that the Govern
ment should have powers to raise a levy from employers to meet
in part the costs of any particular scheme. The Bill has the
enthusiastic support of the Dockyard and Technical College
where most of the training will be carried out.

The Contracts of Employment Bill will provide that all
Gibraltarian workers In regular employment will have a con
tract setting out the basic conditions of service. This is de
signed ‘to provide workers with greater security, to establish the
status of the employee and to regularise the relationship bet
ween employer and employees. While the contract will 2nable
everyone to know where he stands and will be the basis ‘rn
which both employers and Unions will work in negotiating :tii’
ther improvements in ‘the future, it will not be directly relatect
to wages.

The third piece of proposed legislation is for the amend
ment of the Control of Employment Ordinance. I should per
haps mention at this point that constitutionally “labour from
outside Gibraltar” is not a defined domestic matter and accord
ingly is a matter for which responsibility is retained by the
Governor. Amendments to the Control of Employment Ordin
ance have become necessary in order that stricter control can
be imposed on the employment of workers from outside Gib
raltar, all of whom mus4t now — as I have ali eady said — reside
in Gibraltar. Such stricter control is in the interests not only
of Gibraltar but also of vorkers and employers Lhemselvc’s.
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In t Ia t, he onl’ i ntt ol that i provided for in the Ordin
(C C I dnds t IC tnt ihe pi ovisicti n herd an Cmplov

i t fl C t ma r o bc en to in empIo€ r to mplo I pci
n I s n utsi It Gibraltar if i s itabI qualified i csidt nt P

( ihi altar ‘ at alid fi and it ilhn to take the job i’1lL Gut
i nmt r t pi p s bi 1 Ii tht llouc of ssembly fi ilatiun
o amend the Ordinance in u h a it ay as to aI ach ad Iii ional
ondi n ns o G t r intir p f an empi m nit pet mit One suh
m lit on a 11 iequii e act oinun ‘dation appi ot cd by the health

nit t oriti to he at ailable for the ‘a rker, This is tie ii lv in
he nitelests equally of the work r him if and Gibraiiai,

a iii i c tux ii to the -ubject of accommodation later, F’ui ther
,imilar ondjtjons will require that funds should be d p0 itt d
w a bond out r d into to c i r the repatriation of the worker
it the end of his employment in Gibraltar, and that tue worker
should hat’e valid travel documents to coer his tepatri ition
journey. Gibraltar must not be saddled wilfi immigrant aor
kers whose employment has come to an end — nor should it
be possible for the workers to he stranded here Again in de
intetests of the worker, provision will be made for coinpulsoiy
written contracts of employment covering Lhe various essential
conditions of service.

But these conditions which the Government proposes should
now form part of an amended Control of Employment Ordinance
are not sufficient in themselves, comprehensive as they are.
WhiI they may be sufficient to deal with the immediate short
term problem as it affects the individual worker and the indiai
dual employer, they fall short of the comprehensive attack en
our labour supply problems which the Government considers
necessary. What are our objectives? A better trained, more
productive and better paid labour force — and therefore a
smaller labour force than that to which we have been accustomd
an the past. rfhis will not be achieved unless improved opportu
nities for training and employment are opened up to Gibraltar
ians and unless we can encourage the importation of skilled
labour which can make a contribution to the improvement at
local skills and craftsmanship

The combinath n of the improved training uf our own lab
our force of Gibraltarian workers, md a more careful examjna
lion of the 5kills of immigrant woikeis will we hope acluete
the purposes to which I hae referred. The Beeching Report
with which members of the house ivill be familiar had this to
say about hi5 aspe t 01 our manpowur problem It is inpiicu
in our Report that for i peGod of some years a careful iob
must be th no to in itch manpow t r upplies to manpon cr equfi
rements”. Ihis I must comment has never been done ‘n Pm
past. The Repoit wunt on to make this further important re
comnwnuation ‘whatut en may be the machinery fiiaIlv h sCfl,
it Is essential that thtit hould b a ti ipartite body adequately
,uppIied i’ itli infon mation and able cifettit ely to ilan ahead
for the redeplot mont of labour as this becomes necessal
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T1’e ‘ riivei’ntg”rt iitiit thee P1’(1l)’’%lI’ tar’l In ?l:t’ k”tzi’
..: :.fl “1 vhh’h I have rL.ferrPcl i0 Lit’ p1 (ij)4I%ifl ‘(i lilt I’i’h’ r

1Ofl% fot t Minpowc i Planr’1114 (‘ominitt (b ofl which 19’
r in nt tie tiade Union’ ard to. 4 c’nplnvc all I e ft I

t r d flit. dutie’ of th’s committee ill be to n ‘ut ‘fin io i

s ,,l t f the l’aal emplo ment qtuath,n in Iu’ ry by ‘ lu
‘> t) thtL S ut ‘tale of training tnt %upph )f local tabotu.
i”l o ‘ heomineand quota’ h’r p’ut’culir cate.c’i k ,f nil t i
I’ ik ( ijM 1011 ‘II 1)3 indLibiry It) ihoni nork pelmit —i’,’il’I be
.z’- i,jte’! Subiti 1 to the ‘-‘1 ‘ idiri.. antlmritv •,t 1’.’ ( ‘ ‘ rn .
1 Cl ‘hIlt ii ‘ht’ (lilotas till i’.intitute a directive •i’ tl”.• ;

‘•‘r ‘if Labour tho ti1! thereattc’r ksue w•n’k permi i,h’ri tflt’

ruitas ‘illotted.

Our policy here therefore fall into two pans Fiit io

“naure that the worker coming to Gibraltar to take up a job gets
a qu ire deal: and second to ensun’ that he can make w rth
v. hUe contnbut ion to the economy of Gibraltar.

Reverting to my earlier reference to ac ( ommoda’ ion the
Iloue will wish to know that, apart from the .ise of privately
‘r. ned accommodation, the Government itself is making pros i
ion tn thia respect. Accommodation is already a ailable Lor
3110 at Casemates and 80 at Morth Pavilion and the construction
• ‘f a new Hostel at Devil’s Tower Road. agwed upon at thc
‘,llcs with Lord Shepherd. will begin in the second week in

pril The ho$tel will lie built by mdustrialisett methods
. hirh ‘vill mean that it vill he ready in September this cear.
It tsill icc.ominodate .100 workers most of whom will be enga
.ed in carrying out the construction work envisaged under the
flevclopment Piogranime. particularly housing. The hostel will
h tie i e%taurant and recreational facilities md limited room
eIvice and tl e charges will be moderate 11w Goei nment vs
ilso encouraging the provision of privately-owned hosiei toi
impot ted workers and, ‘is the house knows. hi o hostels haie
.ilready been built and there are :ood pn*pecb of other ‘w

• itming available. Expansion of these facilities 1nut 1w plan
ned under licence to avoid both inadequate accommodation and
uo great a supply and the Government will provide all the in

mi matinn and coordination required to en,qre as (ar jiosI
‘he the success and viability of such projecic

I he proposed legislation will. of course be of particulai
itrj ) tance in the building industry. which ‘t the house I
i,i in, ‘i i been the most seriously affected dui rng the last
‘nit t mo ths Here it is essential to build tip a i esident font’
•‘ ) e wit. “ep ins and maintenance and this can only be

lii I ny :iung the indu?trv an uplift. nroceded by ‘adequate
£‘.“ • I rn jaJ that with th.— coovicration of M P.l3.V. n’

n, :•!s— I t&rt 01 this. an(l I hope tI’ait ‘1w I’itilctiiti inn

.f :.t; ‘ar • ill also help 1)3 i .i idinz opportutiltit’s for train.
• •n th (hjvrpnient side. haic tIs a art tit t,lav 1w—

•

“ he .‘xtensive Govern1atnt building pr”gramnw of a
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‘apital natuie which lies ahead and ihwh mu4 ins olw’ the
mportation of additional labc ur We need hou’ing and )thci

imeniLic s quickly and. shilt cost must obviousb aiw a pla)
an impoi ‘ant part in any pi gramme (I coibti uction, it c annul
‘e the only con’ideration. rhe methods used, the peed at
ss hich a progi amme is completed; the facilities ‘ffordcd Ia ‘ii

people to master modern echniques and baomc raft men
in their own rights ail these arc essential factor’ ‘.Ii h ii
being taken into account in deciding how Govei nment contrac’a
should lx. placid, and ‘he form of conflict ?rowds a e i c!ingis

I trust that the measure I have outlined will be welcomed
by all who ha4e the selfate of Gibraltar at heart — emplosen
and employees alike. Fhcy i epresent a mos e away from the
laissez-faire attitude to labour and its problems which we base
seen in the past, towards a well defined and conscious attcinpt
on the part of the Gos ernment to (Nate a policy whk h will
give Gibraltar a more contented, more efficient, more produc.
tis e and better trained labour torce

Supplementary Estimate ‘so 2 ot 1970.

HON. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Sir, I have the honour to move that this House resolves it

self into Committee to consider Supplementary Estimates ‘To. 2
of 1970.

This was agreed to and the house resolved ttself into Coin
mittee to consider Supplementary Estimates No. 2 of 1970 ;n
detail

IIa”w in (‘nn,n,ittee:
Head IV. Education.
26 Staff ‘training and Teacher Development

How. M. K. F’EATHERST0NE.
Sir, can we have some details on just what is this quip

ment acquired on loan, etc.’

HoN. FIwtNcIa t’w DEvELontwT SnrrAn
I am afraid I have been caught out, Sir.
I will gladly make the informa’cion available to the Ilanour

able Member I will wnte to him.

How. M. K. F’atraERsToNr
I will accept that assurance, 5k. It is nthei difficult nuts.

but I wonder why this has come lip flOW. Why it w a’ not includ
ed In the estimates only a month ago? But if he does nth yen
know sshat they are now probably he did not know then

how. FNA’a ML ASD PLu4ona’r SrcRnsRY

rhe Honourable Member i5 probably n,4ht.

HoN. I. K. FitnIERsTowE.
Thank you.
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nçlemcntan Fti naWs ‘i, 2 of 19.0 u to ‘u,ieed to

R tot
ku C icsuncd

Fr’aiu wu I) iioruir S11rw1 tRY
I tat I ‘ in )dJ to ic port hat NippieR tiiaty Esti

e, ‘ti ) 2 of 197i) ate ha r a ndeied n ( m nittae and
ci tith ( tie qua tii n rnar eicd ‘. uch till duly hi- an

‘i d f V(i% Th)IC II ‘it tht’t ‘K I d%’Ctl bs tlc Hi) t’C

A ti re ?uttir it the (hUt’ tic ‘a Mi. “%‘ KCi invita d liscusiofl
t ip notion

lie c ba ma, no rc.spone Mr ‘peaker •nen put the (jut)
‘a shah was tesolsed in thc alfinnatise

rhe motion was dcc.ordingiy can led.

110? Fi&iNCIAL SW DEVELOPMENT Swmwr.uay
Sir. I beg to move that this house should tesolie itself into

nmnittee to consider the Iwome rat (\mendment) (No. 4)
01 dinanc e, 1969. clause by clause.

I his was agreed to and the howe isent into Committee

IIou.se in (‘omnutfre.
the Income rat (Amendment) (Ni) 4) Ordinance, 1969

Clauses 1-4 cere agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

(‘1 muv’ 5. 1 ha hlonourable the Financial and Developmcnt
Sec metamv moved that the symbol and figures ‘1.36” replace the

i nbc 1 and lii ui” s ‘132” bsherc4er they occui.

lloi F’rw SM”I SL tND DEVELOPMENT SEnt? AR
As I ‘cplaint d at the time of introducing the Bill, Sir, the

object of the pu viso is to n’cowr fioin the taxpayer the amount
if the Iamils Ilow irate, eithei in full or an part, according to
ti e rates of Ii to shah lie may be liable llowet er, family
allowanc cs art al ‘e adv taxable a’ ‘arned income under para
‘raph U of St ti -n 1 (1) f the Ordinance, and the amendment
enun that he tap’a a’ Is not taxed in o much of the family
uloi’i ‘ante a is ‘C ‘c s ered ft c’in him It ha add also, cir, per

ips be planed th a than e i no ink nuon of compelling the tax
ia;’ei to trait the faintly alla ac a in .,rcter that he may not
be preju Ii cci by the cl us’ Themefore. ssheie ha. satisfies the
‘o mn’s’ uq rh. t the I amihs allots ante ha neil a. r been dra’vn,

it t) b I’ a in. his as’es’ment to ta ‘sill b anc ndcd accer ci
ir 1

ITt , S P I srF;Rwrn
ile if the house is prepam a ci to uip ft and Mel

1 ‘ 1 i i “nh n nt I had some ‘liscai.s’on about this tlaus
‘ tic’ a “ial and Des “lopmc’rit Si’ ‘r ‘tart ‘tot on the politi

“ii a I it bitt on taa mnec hanim and on ho s to a omd what
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I c fl1dL cd aa rathi an ‘i d easonable and, if I ma ay so
I ‘ U jn iti ‘ t” fl II1dkm pir pay An t v
r ,( Ut Ii i’ lfl. I am I cl hat ie t as iken Ii e un Thi,
le ot C Iii 1 C ‘1 ‘11 ( ur ippoif lb a n ndm nt

II’ i\, \OI 5 D l)h V LI I MFiN1 SFeREIARY,
I id tate f at Ii n ic oin I o happen at th last innetin

of I o Ho 1( in r ph to 1h I{onoui able and Leai ned Le id r of
‘pp i i n \mI ii fact I did end him the amendment I

ir dci t md I h t it al i d 1 i zhtlv late — but I already had dis
as mIt P flU Iii rinur:inlU H arhnr abniit I he am ndment, in(I

i eens that t’s u minds had he same thought. Sir I srouhi
lint like In rhR h had it first

HoN. M IBFRR S
Mr Speaku if it is ioIni to help the effectieness of the

I amily allon am e I shall thank both Members uf the House.

I’his u i ed to and i he Clause as amended stnod part
of the Bill

Clause 6 Fhe Hon Financial and Development Secretary
moved the insertion of the following ness Clauses 6 and 7 imrne
diately after ienunibering the existing Clauses 6 to 9 accord
ingly —

\mnndmefit of 6 Section °I of the pi incipal Ordinance is
Section 21, amended by the addition of the tollowing subsec

Dedmntion lion immediately after subsection (1) thereof—
for vile’s

earn d income
(1 a> If the total income of the claimant in

(ludec any cal ned income of bis wife, the dcduc
tion to Ix allowed under subsection (1 ) shall be
inc i eased by an amoun’c equal to four-fifths of
the amount of that earned income or £300, x’ hich
et er N the less.

For the purpose of thh subsection.—
t a> any earned income of the claimants i ife

arnini in iespect ef any p nsinn, superanmialion
or other allou anu, deferred pay or compenation
for less of ofji( e, given In i eper’t of hic past ser
t he in any oifice, or empiomilnent uf pi ofit, shall
he dc emed not to be eai ned income of his n he;
and

no pay ment cri account of a family allow
n a shall 1w treated Ss earned income

Sm ‘iii mu ci 7 Cccl ion 3 and 4 of the pi incipal Ordin
u S ti s ance ire ‘imended by substitutina he msords and
23 mud 24 hyphen hr e foui ths for the uoi ds and hyphen

I v Cards u here er they appear in those two
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i, lad t j Ii
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£ i • ‘ :ju a’ %L,!,tI’j .•‘ fl:e’afl i” ii C .:‘: • ;;fl:.’ ‘! .;: ii

I —a.fl ‘.1.’ j t(tti ‘t;’I “•w ‘ t’’n :u 1 •

S t’lKi.,l’ ,i’ ‘tti’ilO I htl’ r’tTa”c
•i L i.t)t 1’Ii’(tt ‘Ii’It I ),‘fl ii • Id •i’n. I i’I .t’i((

:‘ “It’ ‘it ‘“i:e’ I ‘;I In at i .11 ;fl•”’’it—’ ‘ • liii’ . .t 1i1 •‘....

‘‘a ! , d:,’fl : ; I . It ‘.‘ h..r! ; ii •t L1 . ‘I —( i’:i.L ‘fat” . ‘fl 11..:

• n it ‘n”. ih ‘tcw (‘lati b idapk’d ii..’ P101S1011% Of LhC

i i ‘ the C iitd Kin ‘toni \c ‘ to ‘lit C ,‘cumstai ts )l (x’b—
• 1,y r’çal ac’fl tilt’ I rilcd i’in. haiti •.‘ ii’ •tIlo” suIt e ‘md

—r In the tocre’q,i’ntIut !Lttates Ifl the h cal Ij :1lcttafl.

i’&c is a nl’IlIre, Sir, hieh nould t’flo;ttIat’ irni tied ‘v’m’n
I ip •‘m;Aovinent and 1 commend it U) the house

‘lb 1oss in a Pveniie, Sir. is fl(.1 fl1’ed it’d to e’n ed I’6 000 ‘a

te,arth the nev Clause 7, thp’ piopo%e4 •jtpt’i’.Iqj.”tt h,

‘ zOfl, 23 and )4 ‘ire consequenthl on the new rates of tax.

ha c fft et f t hc ii andinnts jq to rc duc€ 1 he rates payable liv
. rn-re uI,’nt -nyu ‘luals from the standard ,tte of eight hiilin’
n 11w Di)Ufld :w1’,iv.ablt’ to ( (‘mpanu% t’ rh maximum tat: ‘if ix

‘hh1irIg .i)fphv9!r.’ to individual’

Sir 1 ci mat t id )oth amendment’ to the Iht)ihe.

1n St’E4af ft

1 ‘in” prn1.a’-t’ tnt ‘lueti’an ulticli h that (lauses 6 t.t 9 be

t n’iznb’red S b

110”;. hr (ci S. I IIGUu.:
ti. ‘$jx e,k •1 ‘tn ,,ni 1hi idt’ tat’ ‘iii’ ll’,’Le Pt!d,,i”t’ thlti i’

—“•the if N’! — ‘1 ‘ur l’€tt1I,(’ it t e’roi’ tiLt’ L ejuznant diM r1

tnin’ition -i in—t tI’e a arrid s( ‘n.m Ito ‘t’ out I a work. ‘I
“1 or e of he 1 r t r bli U’2niiea s (1 hit 0111€ C sick of ,h

ii IIt ‘as na’le iw.’i’ !ht wer€ ptepa: d .“d rtl5 ca
tliI.’ in :‘nendnnt ut :t j’p jj4 lflPr’tIJ. ol this lion—c —‘L1)tan•
:“iI . I — •‘•p. “ a •‘n ;and ef I t’i1 —4’flt’ .jWfl.,tIflt l’’chav

iN ‘ii— nol SC a’;) 4 ti ‘ attention of Mc n’ber% that at our r—

I 1 1> (‘jiflfi Itfl a ‘C —ohition 0 ‘hi’ Pet is tntirti b:
.‘‘‘i ‘.•l ,,zijr, ft.. i I ‘ du’n .‘I he’ 1I’,ai— I teondt’cI .hjs

.11’] !‘ “ •‘ — i’t” ‘a”ti ‘en iflstfl’”1”I3
hI. ,“ •‘, ‘ .11 t)1i’[”P%’L .u’’1.l P n ‘

‘ c’l ‘‘ ilIit”’ti ‘%t” full
1J •1 P ‘ j ii Ot d’r inc.’ ha h he ii” “ ill ‘ ii n.•d neoai

, t: ir %t’. hon 2J ‘ih Ii teaI ‘ iL th” oersn’ial
a.j’r5 :i. -

• ‘

• P r— r1
“•:“.. , ‘I •—• 1!;l% ‘Ii

• • 0 •‘ in’ ii’ uhf: )lt’(’ ‘ I’ Cr £1 ‘1 ‘ — lit’ a’( :,tt l
t I ‘i ‘ H I a’i jfl% ,1e’i It. ,.i’ ide 1ia (QcI%iu)I1
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onk it tflj aittoilar Orainancc again, the> sill bear this
in mind bi cau e in nu’ (ipin rn it lit’ much more neatly int)
tcn 19 mm Stion 21.

Thu e is re it in tl’ou,jh in the second half of thi’s amend-
‘a q t ss hi F K as s ua 1n ome doubt rhis is the use ‘if Lhe
mi, ‘aUnt — tilt woid this’. It we ‘o down to (IA) (a) — I am

i .. peat inj. at> self. ‘hi’s h tt’L 5% y this particular paper as laid
(Ut — tilt woid ‘his

Mac. SkIAKLK
May I interrupt at this point I would like to invite the

attention of the Honourable Mcmbt i to Ihe fact that we are now
discu’sin’ the a enumbc ring of tile Sections. We ss ill be going
In ouzh tie section’s eventually

The renumbei ang of Clause 6 to 9 was agreed 10

The New Clause 6 was nad a first time.

Mr Speaker ins ited discussion on the New Clause 6.

How. Lr.-C0L. S. L. H0ARE:
Can I have some explanation of the use of the masculine

there instead of the feminine. Is there any particular signifi
cance?

how. FiwArccI4us-D DEvELOpMENT SEcErrARY:
I was going to deal, Sir, with the first point made by the

Ilonourable and Gall ant Member when he suggested that thi’
mijht more conveniently be under Section 19 of the Ordinance
instead of 21. The only reason I can give for this Is that this
follow’s he United Kingdom practice. At least, 1 am adsised
that at does And I also undei slood that the Honourable and
Gallant Member had be.en satisfied with that explanation.

As to the use of ‘his’ I must confess 1 hat I must plead 1hc
adviee of my learned college on my right. I always understood
‘his’ and ‘hers’ in law were interchangeable.

IIo. ia JoslirA ILtss sN:
It has been dec ided in the 111gb Court that it is not so

lioN. l..T.-VL. S. L. IIOARE
In this particuaar instance. Ir Spcaker, we are dealing pe

(ifically with the wife s earned income which is not carned in
‘ome insofar as the hubband is concerned. This is an xccp
tional e’iclusion.

110w FIN sNCLSL AND DEVELOPMENT SF.cnraiir
I could not a.ree ‘noa e with th° Honourable ‘and Gallant

Mt inb a. We can it ave it out altogether — it does not make
any ‘liffeit nee
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.t’-w Is. COL. S. L. Ho&ar
‘Vith 4ut respect. it does. Becau’ in its L)rc%tmnt fiat in

I. * ‘aC IL’k’ aiy woman WhO flLa a pen1vn in her in fl a 1411’

r ri i-ac IIC a number of th se people in Gibraitar at this pie
ime ot worn rn particularly the “c-St rviccs ‘i ho ha c 4ot

rn in their (‘Sn right.

‘. Efl t’K IAL ASD DL Li OPME’T SECnTAia.
caiitlv. ir, ‘any ained incime of the claimants’ wife, aris

4 in Ic%pect ‘tf any penion. %uperannu.IIion oi olht’r allo’4-
•:‘ e. 1eerred pay or nampencation fill. lo%c of a:ftce, cia’n m

%fl( i if past service .

h.c Lr-CoL. J. L. Ho%SE:
‘of ‘his pat ervke”

II’ ‘z FINiNC1AL .ND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
I w is suggesting omitting the 4old: his’ and saying: ‘01

I ist °nice” The Honourable ‘md G illant Member’s hnaring
I) ide what ft should be

H Lr -(‘oL. S. L. H04RE:
If ou intend to leave out the word’ ‘his, this I accept.

flow. FIN4’cCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SEcRET.RY:
reds is what I have suggested. Thank you sei’y much

1 leN. P. 3. IS0LA:
I am now a hit confused. Mr. Speaker. Isn’t the purpose

‘f this ub-section not to make earned income of the wife, any
:ncome that she gets arising from her husband’s pension super
‘utnuation or other allowance ghen in respect of ‘his’ past ser

i e — not ‘her’ past service. I think we an’ a little confused
i his. %.s far as I can see the idea of this sub-section is not

o ‘1 ike it earned income of his wife any superannuation, pen
‘1n or (ther allowance, deferred pay or compensation for JOaS

‘f otik e. given in respect of ‘his’ past service. In other words,
the clainant’ past %ervice. I think that is why it is just not 2

‘i’iestion nf drafting, it is a question of substance I think what
that section nYtends to exclude is any income accruing to the wife
‘c a result of a loss of office or any pension or uperannuation
resulting from i’;SS of office of the husband. in any office or em
.,io3nwnt which would accrue to her. That is as I understand
h 3ev i in. That i as I undeistand the English Section i’

lr€u:e”l If we want to cxempt—if we .vant to deeme not earn
‘d inc ne—the actual pensions receivable by the wife herself in

r s’ i iight, then we w ould have to say so. But what this ex
id’ s my income recei ed by the wife as the result of the
‘b ad’ ‘iflt to a pension or %uperannuatlon I think it is
xi’ Wet a substance. If the house feels that both pen
I-; t. i *nuid otherwse be regarded as earned income should

•“Vt’ld”d tv can do so. But I iould have thought that the
ren;1:n ‘f this is not to allow the husband’s pension or uper

...n’iatinr1 ta be part of the earned income of the wife once the
“‘).IPd hac gone
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lI’.c 1_i. t’i.L. .1’. L.. TD’UIE:
• j hk i that 0 ‘cid’, at t1e uie’ent ‘ime. T)v n,

1)3 nlc ri rc’ “ pct un 1 i ‘i ttoman i gi tting n her “ ii

F . hi it: (or t 1’ it Intl id it tion )t • i” t300

11’ c F’rs. 1cf r ii. .NsJ Pr VFLflPUF NT E( RETAILY
.‘ iii I ‘•1’1 j%t’g

—

F1’’c. lj.-t”,t. .1 L. i1’;iRF..
P vc’elt 1 (1(1 II t cliii k thk is I ic ;ntcntion

[km sat bsinA lTtssA’T
Mr. ‘nnkcr. if te 1a”vk dt $ctinn 1:)(2; .te ‘till ‘c’e that

then’ 1 th’•in 4pe it!r rdci Q:ja’a’ t,, tf.— ri,.dits uI a ivkband in

i’t’spt’t’t of his rizht ‘f J t P—jitfl. g, i)j 14 • red there. 1 abink
that hen’ it ,hould in ike?.

LION. FINANCL4L tND DEn! onaxi Sn flTARY:
‘r, I im not legally ciii ili’ied but I na tnt lined to ‘it,ree.

In fact I am is ured tine my Honour able aid Learned Friend is
cortect. And thi i, bo”ne aut In the ad that tilt’ 4uidan”e
that t% .il7nrdccl in Uinteci Kingdom on this is that pensions •o
a wife br her former %erviees are %libject to this allott ante but
not uch pt’nsion 4iven to a ifc in respect of the husband’s
past seivice.

[ION. Lr.-(’OL. J. L ROutE.
Sir, this is the Pr wtire is regai ds the one-fifth tdcal corn

bined joint incomes — t:til it what ou 11k”. But the further
aleduct!on to the ‘vif a an encouragement t’) go out to work.
does not apply to any p(’nsion because it is not workinz-pay —

it I may use that term.
At the pi e%ent tune on this infeiente it is. If this is the

intention of the Got ci nm ‘nt still they olease ‘ay so specifically
and clearly

[lox. Sin Josar t
I think it is eoseri’ei in S’ttn’u 1’)

[ION \.P IOSTP’RiFFu.
Mr Spe iker, ssh it is” axe this ing ‘it is ‘shether or not by the

htei ‘i put ition of Lhi% Ia isa’ the I ension f i woman in her
own i i4ht i subjc.t 4 to rhe I o’ir fifths bc ing ,i ‘inted to women
in •encnI ncw

Ho”. P .1 ISnLA
As I %pp ft. Sectj’n :i ‘2 makes the huband’ ;‘‘n$on for

tint hubtnd for t1i’ purpost 1 the ‘ctic’n, caine I h:ome.
1hat ‘a lx tnt, sou ‘lit o ñi ett’on is not o ‘ise the doubLe
allow inc e. In othei sot tl, the income to the stife arising .rorn
the n’shand pension is m t . . o that in my mind it b
•:orrettiy dr:ftod. becau—.’ 1” rsrnanc position in retrarci to her
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Wfl penon is c uivred 1w Section 19 (2i. If e were n
erie the woman .d a rhht to treat her c arncd anninw —

‘,u( ueHs’(’n a earnt d inc. ‘ni’ — %t’ ioiilt Fi’ cIi%e rm in;,: a
betw’ cn the husband a d ilj ife Iliat nuband can t,’ a’

pait of hi airncd nico ne )indet 19 2i \rnl th ief’irc lit
VP liC ioiL l.crc i .4C IN- p’ hil)itifl the Sift II (411 t rUin...
ttp lusban .1 u conic as ; art (t h’ t inwnw

I qtpp e I ‘I )fl t make m cit cit ar I 1411 ,llt( 1).

LION. ldT -fl’L I. Id. lI’flhtE:
N’t a bit.
Mr. Speaker. if 1 ‘an put this :ritci a Ii1tl clear mati’einatits

‘11 indhidual—a rnan—gttin a pension of £900 and tha wile
4etting a pension (sf £00. ther.’ Is : coiniuned tn’’me ‘t £1 SOD.
l’his Is subject to the .;ne-titth €‘airie;l Lflnuflt’ itlief Viii’fl

rain limits. ‘1 I.e man who goes out to sork in addition gct ‘at
uxome hich is albo subject to the cne fifth If a woman goes
rut to work she not only gets )ne-fiftn .f that earned income but
also a four fifthc of her working ‘sage’. it you like, to cue rnragc
her to go ott to work. It i ‘Aorking is ages It b not ‘tru tis
‘arned income. rhis is the seiy point—the sery rPaon—toi
•listingulshing this I say is not the caned income of the s ife

If it is the awernment’s intention to let her have th’ four
aifths on pension. ihen there is nothing more to be said and thi’
remains as it is. But they hnuid ay so categorically.

LION. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMFNT SECRETARY
The answer. Sir, is yes. The ection. I (‘an assure the Ron

‘nirable anti GalLint Member. jg taken word from the English
equivalent. The intention is to gise four-fifths. Slit’ will get
four fifths.
lION. p. 3 ISOLA.

I doubt if the Honourable and Gall’int Member is quite ele ir
on this still Under Section 19 (2) unthr ‘arned income La in
cluded a pension t eceivabie by that person. What this section

to do is not to allow the wife to ti ‘at for the purposes of
h”r osn income. the earned income from the huband in Ma
u’n to pen’.ion—sn I think it has got to be this’. I am sorry.
HoN. Sm JOSHUA L{assas:

But ft does not —ay %pecifically. as it in re’jsert 1S ihe
husband. that her pension ‘nil be part ‘if -‘arned income

flow. p j IsoLt:
That is the point of 19(2). \s fot anybody who jc in.akrn

a claim for earned mcome Four fifths of £300—not four fiffths
of her income. £300 is one-fifth
lioN SIR JOSHUA IIASSAW

No, no.
dow. P. .1 ISALA:

I am sorry but Jzat i how L •‘n(lc’rst:aiid it.
How. Ts.-COL. 3. L. IIo,tRE

If I read this c.necrlv. rho four-fifths also ha a limit .4
£300. This :ery Clau.e 6 .,.vCs her this
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Iii’s P .1 I.’d_
\n.. lIt %j ‘ahz i.’r 1 1(9 nut k”ow if in. lIonourabir’ anc’

is:l lit Icit i I liii’ ti C d ‘its.

If ‘‘u . •rk u ...“ . :‘ •iii. 1•
:‘“!‘ 1ainc ci inc ‘‘ilk’ lax-tree

— r kiiMi. 4:1 t’it%”i li ‘— ‘utt tl.i% ‘1 ;t’, i it .,1%t

,ft) it t( If itt ‘1 ‘i’c dO ‘siti I I that e. ai ‘ td Inc nine, a
. i I • • j—— ‘‘ ( a: t’ <till ‘vorlirt. 1.11 :j,• :‘3ç

nil ,‘ 1 i’ ‘! ‘ . an—i •i I k. to l.i not to :llo li”i to 1)Ut

• Ifl% If n .‘r’ ‘II i! lishLijil )!i, (‘tQ ,sliic’h %he zC t 1 tj iOt1P

,,f i r .‘:lng’ I : ,. I Pt’.ii’in.1 nuv 3w dead. I here iiiiy

lit’ cor’pt ‘i a “ii

11N Is r11 3 Ia. Il’4nE
But l’y intn me if 1k’ as a’fltufl th.’n ihi 34 not cub

J((’t lh the four-tltth Ic diwtic it

If I . an .o ha k. I find a lilt Ic cIitjqlt to think of a

ee white a tom’an c’a ‘I .,et i p’ pion in it spect of hot hus

tand’ pa e fcc’ \‘nniaII4 lie pnston jc i%ued to the bus

band. It % on13 n h”u .a roman lw’9mc4 a n idow that he

acquires OflO at it Bitt .et’anly u ry rarely during hl% lifr

lime It Is the husband’s income md tl’eflfore

how. I’ S. Esoir
TheLe ate a gloat number of igroemnnt between einplo3-

ec’ — I have wcn i riambe’ ‘nysIf — :ind companies hereby
the widow is fully protected to 11w •‘tmo “xlent as the 1iuband
on Let m’nation of ‘r’mce ith the company. rhtfl? is a num
ber.

lioN Ut’. (‘oi. S L hlcnn.
There are the i’xv.eptlrn. the nih

LION. p .j• ISOL 1
That may be so

How Sm •Jc’qjrj Hisass
T think the an ‘vc r 1’, that if I m is the intention we ill

accept it

rhi wab a4mec.d to ‘nil tin (‘Ia ise 6 stood part of ih
Bill.

The ne-’ ( lat’ e 7 s” toad a ‘ast aid econ I time

the next i hau—.’ i P — i.. ‘•t”I ‘0 tad —0 ‘I pam t of the Bill.

Clauses S and 9, (1 luses 6 ‘and 7 s renumb ‘rod •ere
agreed to and %to’’d Pa’1 ‘a; the 14111.

usc 10. the II’ •mat able U K Featherstone moved Lhat
the BiiL be am.’!c nih-cl by swh’itut’r Urn morcI ix” in he flrt
line. “f 4 .ct n 60 (a’W C the Primic iral Ordinanc e in tnt’ word
‘tlu’ec. ‘ :nd Irk-tip’. ‘e- ;boln “1 Claa,- 10 of LhC R”l

how 11 K FruHLlqioNr.
lI. .1’ lId noltflb!fl tie & iqan( tat md Dcel ;pntnt Sec’re
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tarv has stat ci uao ir thre times that he has followed heLu ited I inad m iiId( t ice in ‘ertam thini.s. I do nt wish us in
Gibraltar to blindly follow everything they do in the United
Kingdom although .ve can at t ime take some of their legisla
U n asa e-e nahh g(od guide.

lie pioi osaR undet the renumbered Clause 8 are extreme
aerial. —ir, .nci g(i far beyond anyThing existing today or have

txitctl ifl he tiited Kingdom. o much sO, Sir, that
ihere could be the instance that a person ho was five months
tnd iv o days behind in pa’ merit nf an amount of tax \VOUIc be
caving something like 10 per cent for the five months and two
Jays v hich would ho ‘something like perhaps 23 or 24 per cent
aer annum

This, Sir, i not taxation practice, it is almost usury and I
am sure the iIonou’,wie Financial and Development Secretary
tices not Vvjh the Government To incur in this, Therefore, Sir.I r)’oPOse the amendment as I have passed round that the word“six” in the first line of Section 60 (aui) of the Principal Ordin
ance should be substituted fur the word three” and the wholeof Clause 10 ot the Bill should bc deleted,

I now propose the question which is that this amendmenthe made.

HoN. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Sir, of the many things that I have been called during my

33 or 34 years service, the one thing I have not been called is
‘Shylock.

HON. hr -COL I U IIOARE’
May I correct that now’ (Laughter)

HON. FINANCIAL AND DEvELoPMENT SEcRETARY:
The Honourable and Gallant Member. Sir. is welcome to

(‘all me whatever he likes.
Sir, the Honourable mover said that this was based on Unit

ed Kinudom legiiation. and he commended the amendment to
the House m the basis that it was based on U.K. legislation. Rut
I am afraid, Sir, that before one rushes madly into altering
legislation by grabbing hits and pieces from other legislation.

has to look at the legislation a wee bit more carefully than

The figure of 6 per’ cent Sir, is based on what is done in
Britain, but the ciicumstances, Sir, I beg to suggest to the
Houe. are nmewhat different. [‘he relevant factors are, Sir.
that 6 per cent interest is chargeable from the date tax becomes
due, md is payable until the tax is settled. Secondly, if the tax
ts pard not later than wo months from the due date, interest is
waived, ,Xnd thirdly, Sii, no interest .it all is payable when the
tax is under £1,000, r ‘ahen the interet is not more than 5.
I only wish, SH, that I had no’rgh people to tax in Gibraltar
who paid at least £1,000



16$ 1hursda, 26th February, 1970.

III c’on’nderint, the,e thi e fact irs. Sir, first of all the tax
4i a tu’e in Biitarn t scn dill’ ient ‘to that of (.nbi altar qince
an and” lual. 4% the 1k nourable 1ember knows, i requited to
pay sh llin,s in flu pou’ 1 ‘,n he first £260 of taxable income
irtd lb e( p nce in th in dr.d after. Io’t andividuals too
ir, Jo nut et t h’ t ‘si fill into at tears btcause of the exist

‘I ce of P Y E In ,ibi altar we do not hate P.A.Yt althoui,h
it we could afford it ist’ tub,! t rax does not become due until
three inoths ‘dci a’sc. ,‘nent fir ne half: and a further thrte
months lot a sccond instalment

And, ot tout se Sir. abot e ci ci yt hmg cIsc we vet y much de
penci on collet tion to baiante the buaget. jt therefore becomes
a que%t ion )f how g ci ous one can afford to be. The Honour-
able and Gallant %Ieinbet r as already called me a name. I must
live up to ii

[low. M. K FFAnIER5TONL.
On a point of oider. Sit. I would put the whole Go%ern

ment in that po.nion, not just the Honourable Financial Secre
tary.

lION. MAJOR A. S. (kc’HE
One more name to all my other names. Sir (Laughter)

110w FiNANCIAL ND DEVELOPMENT SECRWFARY:
Sir, the existing .3 per cent, whether one likes it or not, Is

completely unrealistic; even 6 per cent is unrealistic. I am
glad[ at least that the Honourable Member has conceded that It
should go ‘ip to at least double of what It is today. But I m
sure he will appreciate that unless one adapts the figure which
is above the bank rate at least, an individual can find it profit
able to owe money to the Gove’nment rather than to a bank. In
other words. Sit the Government would provide overdraft faci
lities. This is in fact what will happen if the House were to
agree to the suggested amendment of 6 jmr cent. It Is only. SIr.
by having a detet rent that one can ensure prompt settlement.
I assure the House that this is not intended to be a revenue
raising measure. It ic a deterrent

I would like, Sir. finally to add that before this clause was
actually drafted, we did go and seek advice trom the Income Tax
Offlc in London which deals with overseas territories. And I
tan assure the House that with this sort of measure we are by
no means pioncenng the field. I am sorry, Sir. but with the
the greatest regret. I will haie to opoose the TIonourable Iem
bet ‘s amendment

HON %I K FnFHERSIONL:
Sir, it has been ‘.eiy interesting to see that there were ton

ultations with the Income I ix Office in Britain. Once more
we haie in e’ample that they ewoit different ‘ug’zestions to

h it they put into effect in Bi itain themselves T think. Sir, the
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Ilonourable Financial Secretaty has not made any counter pro
po’al. but I am wondei ing if what was in his mind was one pu
cent per month as his deterrent. And if he wire s illing to ac
tpt instead of the word ‘six’ “twels e”, which would give .me

per cent per month. I think lie would then be well cos ered ven
for the fluctuations and vagaries of the bank rate. He might
then nor only have a rea’onable deterrent, but ‘could remos e
this stigma which apparently he i5 not too happy sith of UUi’y.
and would also bring into effect what I think was the original
spirit of this 5 per cent per five months. Although in actual
praecice it means 5 per cent (‘yen if you are only one day

How. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SEcnrr.saY:
Sir. fis e months and two ‘lays was quoted by the (Ionoui able

Member as being eligible for 5 per cent. In point of fact, Sir.
after three months a I said earlier — for three months you have
a franchise — you are allowed thrte months in is hut to settle
the dues of the Government. the lint instalment of the dues of
the Government in income tax. If after three months one can
not do that. Sir, then the application of the Honourable Mem
ber’s suggestion of one per cent per month is really going to
prolong the agony. Sir. Whereas, if one knew that if one does
not pay up after thi ee months, you have a period of five months
in which you can continue to pay 5 per cent, at the end of the
five months you get your one per cent per month virtually. I
have looked at this suggestion. Sir. I thought that it might be
psible that we might get a suggestion of the one per cent per
month, but I still cannot recommend to the House that we should
accept it. Sir.

How. M. K. FEAWERST0NE.
What the Honourable Financial Secretary is saying then.

Sir, is that he insists on his 10 per cent. [fit hould be five
months and to dan the obvious practical recult is going to be
that if anybody — perhaps the Honourable Iinister for Poit and
rrade if he pays any income tax in Gibraltar — might just be
away and not get the ‘plane back in time and lie would go wer
the five months

HON. MAJOR A. S. GAcILE:
Has he not himself just come back, Si1 We tics er htai d

about that.
HON M. K. FFATIIERS roNE:

He isould then, Sir, probably wait till the •‘nd of the ten
months before he paid as he has got to nay lii per vent. So it
is not going to gain anything. Perhaps it ‘ou1d he better oi
Gos ernment if they got per cent in the iX months rather
than waiting for their 10 per cent in the ten months sinro they
are not iaising this as a revenue tneasuie. rhei’i’re. Sir the
one per cent per month woul4 seem to be mitch inure practical
and more reasonable, cir I again 3ugget it to the hlonourable
Financial Secretary.
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flow ‘1R J’sIiuA H tSSAN:
there is one lioint I would like to make on this. I knowwe had this “nnctssinn )rizinally. “F three month and threemonths, but once ‘he as’es’ment made, the ink. rest i so trip-

p1mg, doesn’t it tend to d lay the pi eentation of the originalform for as%c%ment to ‘he wry last moment until ‘ht3 ai
pre%sed by the lncnnw 1 tx Deparment?

flow. FINANCIa AND On u’nmsr SEcnmRY
That point, Sir, was taken into account. It 6. ‘.1 cour*.

true to say that quite a lot of people ‘flibht hold back; but a...ain.
Sir. the Income Tax Department know very well the ticople .‘ehas e got to fear, O to speak, and they get an assessment ‘silly
sully, Sir. and the thing counts from that late.

The motion was defeated.

Clause 10. Clause 8 as renumbered si as arced m and %tood
part of the 8th.

Clause 11. Clause 9 as renumbert’d was agreed to and stood
part of the Bill.

New Clause. The Honourable M. K. Featherstone inns ed
the insertion of the following claust

“Amendment of CU By adding the following new ubsectitrn to
Section 15. Section 15 of the Principal Ordinance:

Ce) In respect of capital e’cpenditure incur
red on new plant and machinery (‘a1er
than ordinary motor-cars but including
commercial vehicles) an ins estment
allowance of three tenths will be giv.’n.

(ii) By renumbering the exciting subsection ( )
as (d).

(Ju) By substituting for the colon in the cxi f’
subsection (c) after the word “prnf(’%s:’:r
in line seven a comma and adding:
“the writing down allowance i efet red P,
this sub-section shall be revised with .

from the year of asessment beginair .z ‘ ii
1st 1970 as follows-
Fifteen per cent where the preent
less than coven per (ent.
Twenty per cent where tl.e piesent
between seven per cent and Iwnl . ..

both amounts inclusis e
Twentyfive per cent ssht re the t’
is over twelve pr ‘nt.’
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ll’ø.’. “I. K Fr’ IItE’tT(’NF:
TIlls i’, a c.ue$i a uf . ie ‘th ecti )fl to Scction 15 of the

t’nn’ 11)31 ft ihr at (fl I it h ,a’t( 31’e ‘Ii. ‘k ‘.‘ ii. .tlnwances
4fatiTt(l

it fc flail ‘iit thi e J% • il n true f’n nit lb known
a.. Initial A’lrsance 1 ‘ stni( 1.1 Iloan ( . 1 nil uIzetin4in tfp ain,.ndnittnt ‘h..i 1’. re i’’iId El. in ;nvt’trnt•nt allow
ance md .‘ho ‘hat tj, si ttin... ‘In sn iIvnance% —iI(,’lId lie in.
(rea%d

Nen. ‘sit’, (nfl, (‘fltflt fl! l —‘ tt( d !nat t he’ ‘I.irt’ i’icreated
j,rodueth jt and the re’ne%t u’ ‘ (1 • ‘ ir hat t)O% ci. zid me
chanuation or impmnu mtnI% 1w capital ewt nditure for the mu’•‘ha of inarlurwry. ot’. . ,pi;cl. I think ii .‘t.lunce’t if ‘here
were iii itnestmunt ijl’nsance *‘iieh I ann. enctent is a malltype of hidden nbsidy It does floe, tnt in •lt ing any money is
such bitt it doe mean that 2? eater ta rnlirf is granted and
therefore people sou1d lx. mm e inclined to pu’ in capital expen
dlture as the inducemi nt “I the tax reli.1 .ould assi€t them.

I’he ru big dencri allowances. Sir. IL thu feel our present
ailowant es are con,ideral)lv Wit of da’ e I think thcy u’re work
out nearly ten years ago; ire based. Sn. aain on United King
dom legislation nhirli 6 ma:nly based on the n$imated life of
a plant being 18 ytais, 14 ‘o LX years. or Ies tItan 14 3tars. Withthe very gieat impro em nts in all ‘pea of plant and machineq,,
it is normal prac tu’e that rnachnel3 In most instances is not
made to lat 18 sears •‘r %Q bec.iust’ by lie time even 7 or 8 vear
have .jone by, that plant is bLeoming wry obsolete. Yet, if you
°annot write it rk’ n at a ‘enonable i ate. auain ptople would
be reluctant to 4et t’id of that ‘•iant and put in nn plant Al
121 ptr cent wrftin’-down. Sir, it takes ii years There ire so
many item today. Sn. that ire e en at a loer rate than 12
per cent, that they are running in many instanc’e% the 18 years.
and yet they are i not w ol n out. it vi •hei etore is t ilable for
obsolete allo arn’c, they ate not givinu the z’ sults that they
should giw.

Thus 1 feel. Sir, that if w” “an Iiio)”Ltt’ tiu% inducement 1’
iw borne in Imcn,. a1losa tu I a capfl ii x’3enditule. bnd a
Larger writing-down allut nut. ‘w viIl •flifli’oe the ‘nechaniza
lion of Gibraltir ‘shich, I must admit, in many ca’ is sadis
behind tile ume rliei etore. sir, I ‘to t .mn’ nd this r’licf
whfrh is Wit L.)ifl ‘n )W 41W dj,ji Ofl :h.. Kche’jner. h’it 6
ing to ut. I ihd” aL’t. .1 cofi’Jd ‘I)ic i’’IUtt”1iL’fl 0 C ipit’ui
rcpenditui I bwk it ‘il’ lx a.jrc d b3 the Honout able Fin
ancial Stcrttaty tr.aI ‘.n’— r_tmiot n”tlcct r.titital nxjwnditure if
‘inc sisht to di n’t sn&— t:n’I’ud d ii’ ‘ng antI ‘,, progrct
in the irodein or’ I Sir

The N— ‘v ‘ 1 ,.,, .• •, i.’ • I i ;..t iti”’

Mr ‘j tk’ v. •‘i 1i ‘h—loll .‘fl ‘he Ne’s (9 ithe
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f(r Fuascia AD DEVIaopuEI4T Srcnrraw
1 must confess, sir, ‘hat L am a bit bewildered bet awe I

don’t Pmuw ii he tins the Ilonourable Iember ha in mind Invest
inert %.llowdnce or Initial AlIo’i ante.

Sir, t iking it on the 1 am of the amendment proposed as
mt %tment Allowance, a4ain. Sir, this is something which is not
‘mew. In fact, Sir, in the little space of time that I hate had to
day to do tome iesearch. ince notice of the amendment *as
..,r en, I md ‘hat mt estment allowances were introduced in Eng
land in 1954. They were withdrawn in 1956 They were re
introduced in 1Q59 and as far as I can make out. they were re
placed in 1966 by a system of Government grants.. To that
ectent, Sir, the Honourable Member is iight in saying that this
form of allowance (which I think I am right in saying is no
longer in the statute book in England, I may be wrong) was
a general subsidy on investment expenditures The only
thing, Sir, that I can ee against this amendment is that in Eng
land they did not want to have, and they do not have, the equi
valent of the Det elopment Aid Om dinance At least that Is my
advice.

The Development Aid Om dinance has as its main purpose—
one of its main purposes — to encourage mechanization, If hat
mechanization is for the economic benefit and the economic de
velopment of the whole of Gibraltar.

T’nder the Development Aid Ordinance the amount of aid
given is equivalent to the full written-down value of the asset,
discounting the cost of land. It does not give more than the
asset It gives the full nlue. Not over and above as the Invest
ment allowance git es

T must confess. Sir, that I would require considerable more
time to study the implication of such an amendment because,
if I am not mistaken, there are other sections in the United
Kingdom legislation which militate against this sort of initial
allowance w investment allowance. And in any case, I am no.
sure of what sort of an allowance is really intended; because I
see three-tenths quoted I believe, and I beliete the initial allow
ance in c ei tam cases was only one-tenth. I have got to do -a bit
more research rn that

Sir, in respect of the fair wear and tear allowances to winch
the lionourable mover has also referred and to whit h ht 1ias
fls.o tabled an amendment. this, Sir, was brought into being n
1952 — 13 years ago It was then, Sir. agreed, again follow; i,,

11w pm actice in the United Kingdom. that the t ommi ‘ion i )f
Income rax should be given discretionamy powers to leteimir c
what cere the appropriate sc alts and allowances. In Bi it in,
of course these allowances ar determined in c n sulta i n he
tii een the industry and the Boai d of Inland Ret enue V1’iat we
did here in 1952 was to publisn a leaflet which in Jn , u a) Ic
time scale of diarae,, tcmy mitch on he lmne% of ti.a ‘3r1ti a ,

t( e. which sas not law but whu h sate the gen s ub ‘c i i n

slication of how the Commissioner for Incum: ‘In m t n er

tam ctts
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The Hono’irable mover is of course iight in ayin4 that
those rates were reviewed in the lnited Kingdom in l92, But
we have had, Sir, something like ten amendments io the Jnom
Tax ()rdinanc and this is the di t time that this i b’in br)1i,.dlt

to notice — to my notIce or even Iii my pi’t’(Iecsor mb.
We have nut I rid to rolluw tile Lnitecl kintdun practice. We
hae had no lepresentatiuns made that e had to follow the
tnited Kingdom pratice. Again, of course, it is ery relevant
to bear in mind that the provicions of the Development Aid Ord
inanee c;’uId be held to apply, because you cannot et one ui I
of an allowance under this thint for fair wear and tear, intl
claim development aid at the same time You cithet’ act the
one or the other

I am afraid, Sir, that again I ouid like some considerable
time to look at this. We just cannot digest this in the time avail
able, because on checking back I find, for example, that the rates
which the Honourahie Member has produced go far and above.
if the information I have is right, the United Kingdom. It is
suggested here that we should have 15 per cent where the pre
sent scale is less than 7 per cent. The information I have is that
anything under 15 per cent, not 7 per cent — that became
15 per cent, that anything over iS per cent and not less than O
per cent, not between 7 and 12 as stated here — that became
20 per cent — and anything over 20 per cent, not 12 per cent—
that became 25 per cent, So you see, Sir, before I could pos
sibly advise the House to accept the amendment I would be in
duty bound to carry out considerable more research than I have

been able to do in something like six hours. And that included
the lunch period. Sir.

That being the case, Sir, I am afraid that I cannot support
the amendments; but I would go as far as saying that I will look
at them and then advise the Government whether I feel they can
be adopted. There are other matters that I would have liked
to have brought to the House today — connected mattei’s with
this legislation. It is a very intricate piece of legislation, you
can improve it as you go along. You can add benefits, for ex
ample, for old age relief, which I am quite prepared to recom
mend to the House when I have had a look at it, But I cannot
off the cuff advise the house to accept these amendments just
like that. Sir.

HON. M. K. FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, I am extremely pleased to hear the Honourable Finan
cial Secretary ‘ay he is illing to look at these. It is rathei
interesting to note that he complains that he must he given
more time. That he was Ofliy given 6 hours including his lunch
time — pci haps after dinner siesta, Of course, the Opposition
are given a pretty thick volume of estimates which they must
digest the moment they come into the Chamber.
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Iio’z FNflfl U, 4ND DL I WPMENT SECWr UIY
On i lift of u’lc ‘ r, Ii e stirnat€.s sit re i ‘culated at

QJ%t a a k bcfore.

Ho t K FruHLRsroNr
I apoios,ic’. • ‘Kation Ioilo’i in the estrn’ C% ftc s are

isen th’s md thcy .t uppo’cd to di4est it isen wh Ic tie iIon•
oirsble I manual ecic tan h p iking to u

lie w t’ quit • i tilt. Sir t,u inst stinent iliowanct.s in Bntain
ate no )fl%( r ‘lie day but thcy last. on’cthing esen better In
that ic’ ise cabh .,ran H” is alIt) ri,ht in ‘tating that
tliei e i’ the sstc m in biD! aitai of des eiopment aid. But this

vent mtnc tte and complicaft d and I am iue. not going to
i,lie •he Gow. ‘nment ‘ny much lose ti the 4eneral public if
‘ach time one bu”s a smill piece of rew capital equipment they
are ,oing to ‘vnte in and giw the committee a mass of work to
do This. of t out se, is nasically for lare capital expenditure;
not if aomcbodv buys ‘mall computer — and today small ‘al
culatlng computers run in the £130 mark.

liowc ser, if I have the as’ui ance ft om the Financial Sec
reta that on the wilting cloun allowances at least he will give
very early c onsidet ation. and oerhaps bi ing something definite
at the next meeting but one: and on the investment allowance
he gives also consideration for it being fairly quickly dealt with
and not left until next sear ot the year after that, then I will
be ready to ask your leave to ithdraw my amendments. On Lhat
assurance, Sir, if I can have it Crain the Honourable Financial
Secretary, I will be quite willing to beg permission to withdraw.

HoN. P. S Isors
Before the Honourable Financ idl Sect etaty gives the lion

ourable Memhc i the a”ui ‘mnce that he si ‘ants

HON. FININCLSL ND I)EVflOPMLNI SKCREIARY’
Couid I plea’’ interrupt, 5ii
I hope the 1k rn urable and La arned Membet does not think

I am going to .,i e any assuzanecs off the c.ufl. He must not
assume that I tin going to gin’ any assuianc.es, Sir

How. P 5 [iOTA
Mr. cpeakei. Mi, before he ises it, chat I meant w is that

once he gas e it, f he sa’, inten Iinj to gise it, the imcndment
would has e bc’en ‘i ithdra in and I would not has e been able to
peak cn it

The ‘mints nied by the Honourable liembei are points
that do desei se onsiderati )n — I have no doubt about it I he
only thing I wondeI is whether they hould not be con idcred
ieally 1n the ontext of the Deselopment ld Ordinance, and wi ‘-

ther what is not r’quiitd is really a new look at the Dc vek p.
ment Ala urdinance That has 1 ecn in “ir statu’e 1’ k ‘iw
for home y us a 4e11 and tte prirciple then” is the ii pal
of the benefit or Ieseiopmtnt tf Gibialtar. it may be I at if
the r4,vemment’, oollcv i’ ‘1bit io ider than th it, or 4 ld be
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