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REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF
ASSEMBLY

THE FIFTH MEETING OF THE FIREST SESSION OF THE FIRST HOUSE
OF ASSEMEBLY HELD IN THE ASSBEMBLY CHAMBER ON THURSDAY,
THE 29th JANUARY, 1970 AT 6.00 pm.

Present:

Mr. Speaker ... ... ... . . e ... (In the Chair)
The Hon, W. Tromson, O.B.E., J.P.

GOVERNMENT:

The Hon. Major R. J. Periza, Chief Minister.

The Hon. M. XiBERRAS, Minister for Labour and Social Security.

The Hon. Major A. J. GacHe, Minister for Information, Port,
Trade and Industries.

The Hon, J. CArvaNA, Minister for Medical and Health Services.

The Hon. W. M. IsorLa, Minister for Tourism and Muncipal Ser-
vices.

The Hon. Miss C. ANES, Minister for Public Works and Housing.

The Hon. L. DEvINcENzL, Minister for Education and Recreation.

The Hon. C. B. O'BrirnE, C.B.E., Q.C., Attorney-General.

The Hon. E. H. Davis, CM.G., 0.B.E., Financial and Development
Secretary.

The Hon, P. J. Isora, OBE.

OPPOSITION:

The Hon. Sir Josxua Hassan, CBE., MV.O. QC. JP,
Leader of the Opposition.

The Hon. A. W, SErraTY, OBE. J.P.

The Hon. A. P. MONTEGRIFFO, O.B.E.

The Hon. E. J. ALvarez, OB.E., J.P.

The Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE,

The Hon. . ABECASIS.

The Hon. Lt, Col. J. L. Hoarg.

In attendance:

J. T. SUMMERFIELD, Esq., Clerk to the House of Assembly.

Prayer:
Mr. Speaker recited the prayer.

MR. SPEAKER:

[ have two statements I wish to make tonight, and this is
the appropridte moment for me to make them. [ am referring
firstly to my resignation, and secondly to something I have been
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The other question is my reason for resigning tonight. That
matter has been with three people for a long time. Zhe farst
time I approached someone about it was dmmv’ the last Govern-
ment when I saw the Chief Minister and told him (this was in
February or March last year) that my intention was to carry on
until the end of the year and I would then resign. He asked me
if I had) made my mind up on that and I said that I had. T then
went to see His Excellency the Governor and explained to him
what I had in mind. His Excellency said he understood. When
the elections came about and this Chamber was presented with a
new House, there was nothing to fear insofar as I was concer-
ned as my mind had already been made up. [ then went to see
the Chief Minister, Major Peliza, and told him what I had deci-
ded. He agreed with me and that is why I was re-appointed
Speaker in August.  We have now come to the final day. [ frust
and hope that Mr. A, J. Vasquez will do just as well. Thank you
very much.

—

Confirmation of Appointment of Mr. Speaker.
Motion re

Tur Caier MwvisTer (Hon, Major R J. PELIZA):
Sir, I have h E@ﬁ{;m‘ to move that the appointment of Mr.
Effi}{i Josey ph Vasquez as Speaker of the House of Assembly
confirmed,

Before putting the question Mr. Speaker invited discussion
on the motion.

How. SIr JosHUA HASSAN:

Sir, on behalf of the K’{em%}efg on
support the appointment and will give
in the future,
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HoN. CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker my colleagues and T fully support the motion
that [ have put to the House. As you very rightly said before,
Mr. Vasquez very readily came forward and took up ‘the onerous
office of Acting Speaker then. He came in at the fime when
vou had influenza but we had the estimates, and [ really do not
know which is the better of the two; buf he took it very well and
we feel that he went through the test with flying colours. We
fully support and commend the motion to the House.

On Mr. Speaker putting the question all Honourable Mem-
Bers voted in favour.

The motion was accordingly carried.

Hon, Crigr MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker, I feel very privileged to rise on behalf of ihe
Government of Gibraltar and of my Honourable and Learned
colleague Mr. Peter Isola to say a few words of appreciation
about the exemplary manner in which you, Sir, have performed
the delicate duty of conducting the business of ‘this small but
lively parliament.

Sir, you have been the Speaker of the Gibraltar Legislature
for just over 6 years. During this period you have presided
over a House which has seen, first of all, a form of government
and opposition when there was one political party and a number
of independent members; secondly, a coalition of these two; and,
finally, a more definite form of government and opposition with
two clearly-defined political entities.

I hope it will not be considered presumptuous of me to say
that your patience, humour, judgment and even your personal
appearance, as well as enhancing the stature of Speaker in Gibral-
tar. have contributed very significantly towards maintaining in
this House of Assembly all the fine altributes of democratic
government.

[ am aware that some very difficult situations have arisen
in the House during the past 6 years and it is, in my view, highly
significant that on no occasion, however powerful the political
influences at play might have been, have the authority or rul-
ings of the Chair ever been questioned or challenged within this
House or outside it

T would also like to add that you have carried out your func-
tions of Mayor with the same impartiality and dignity as you have
carried out those of Speaker. Indeed, as Mayor you projected
that non-controversial public figure as civic representative of
Gibraltar — one of the reasons why my colleagues elected you—
with indisputable distinction.

[ should like to say how sorry [ am that there are personal
‘easons which have led you to resign as Speaker. Although my
colleagues and I have been in the House for only a relatively
short time [ should like to express, on their behalf and mine,
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our great appreciation both of ‘the services you have rendered
to Gibraltar as Speaker and Mayor and also of the patience and
understanding with which you have dealt with us as beginners.

Finally, Sir, may I offer you our best wishes for the {uture.

Hown, Sir Josuua Hassan:

Sir, I have not got much to add to the very exhaustive and
prepared statement of the Honourable Chief Minister except to
correct one aspect of the facts which he has related. That is
that when you came into otfice we still had the pre-1964 Consti-
tution when we did not have a Government and Opposition. As
vou will recall we had a hybrid sort of Government in which
members were associated with departments and were asking cach
other questions — prior to the 1964 Landsdowne Constitution.
I have had the privilege of being here throughout that time, and
[ really must support every word, perhaps with more experience
in terms of vears, of your impartiality, good humour and your
patience with all of us as we have had occasion at different times
to make public.

It is sad to see you go, Sir.  You have been part of this
House for so long. But [ am sure that in your retirement you
will continue to take a close interest in the affairs of this House
and that we shall have very happy occasions on which to meet
together outside this House. I wish you well, on behalf of this
side of the House, in your retirement.

I thought that the Chief Minister was going to make an in-
sinuation, but I think this is the time. Perhaps [ should go back
a little. T understand, Sir, that before you presided at the first
meeting of this House you came down to measure the chair, to
see whether it was big enough for you. It seems that you didn't
find it very uncomfortable when you held it for six years. We
also know that you have expressed for some time a desire 1o
take the chair with you. So long as this does not mean that you
hope to exercise any authority over this House outside the House,
I think we are all very happy, and T am very grateful to the
Chief Minister for having given me this oportunity of offering
it to you on behalf of both sides of the House. It will carry, I am
sure, happy memories of the time you have spent with us.

I do not think we should acept this as a precedent because
the chair you are now occupying is a different chair. Anyhow,
we know your desire and we hope you will watch television on
Saturday and Sunday afternoons, now that we are going fo have
it, from the comfort of that chair and that it will be a reminder
of the appreciation of all members of the House and indeed, I
am sure, of the people of Gibraltar.

Hon, CHIEF MINISTER:
Mr. Speaker, may I just rise to say how pleased I am that
on this occasion both the Ovpposition and the Government are

unanimous. We hope that you will be able to use the chair for
many years to come,
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MR. SPEAKER:
Thank you very much

Mr. Thomson withdrew.

Mr Speaker (In the Chair)
The Hon. fg I wi:«i:zizei MA

Hon, CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker on behalf of the Government and my u*i eague
the Hon. Mr. Peter Isola, we welcome vou now as S .t You
will note 'that the dais and the Chair are new in this House.
In agreement with the Opposition we have been able to hring
this historic dais and chair from the City Hall to this House of
Assembly.  We welcome you to this new piece of furniture as
well as to the House knowing well that in the onerous task that
vou have set yourself to fulfil, you will have the co-operation of
this side of the House for certain and, I am sure, of the Opposi-
tion as well, to enable vou to carry out your functions with the
same dignity and success as the previous spuz%«;u We thus wel-
come you here and wish you the very best for the future.

h
éz

Hown. Sir JosHua Hassan:

Mr. Speaker, I associate myself fuily with the Honourable
Chief Minister’s words of welcome. We already expressed our
welcome when you came here to take the Chair at a difficult
time. [ am sure that you have ‘the right attitude and the right
calibre for this most impurtam task., I think goz'*mg}:: if [ may
suggest it, apart from vour duties as impartial Chairman of our
deliberations, one {)f vour t tasks *n?;ﬁ? be to 13 and accelerate
the works that are required in this House so that the Speaker,
the Government and the i}gi’spiﬁti{}ri have got separate premises
in which to consult, to help to carry out the conduct of this
House.

The previous Government had planned and settled the carry-
ing out of ¢ struc tural alterations above this floor; and 1 am very
.;,iad to see that the cest thereof ;z,«zs Lepro f%azf od in the estimates
which were approved for 1970, * hope that this does take
priority, because it will help to enhance the absolute impartiality
of the Speaker which Is so essential and which, we know, vou
will be a great Eznnn%d er. We wish vou well and give you our
full s mmmt 10 uphold the rights and dignities of this House in
all our {%{* iberations whatever our differences with the other
side,

MR, SPEAKER:

[ am deeply conscious of the
lency has bestowed upon me on a
House of Assembly. In thanking
House for a*emfzrm%ﬁaf this appointi

i

the grave rvesponsibility which it

wur which His Excel
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In the fulfilment of my functions I will be guided by the
example of my predecessors in office, and my great concern at all
times will be to uphold the honour and dignity of the House. A
task which I feel sure will not be difficult since I know that I
can rely on the co-operation of all the Honourable Members.

In exercising my duties I will always bear in mind a quota-
tion from Laundy’s “The Office of Speaker”.

“The Speaker is the servant of the House, not its master.
And the authority which the House vests in him is its own autho-
rity which he exercises in accordance with the interests and the
wishes of the House.” - .

To end I wish to join the Honourable the Chief Minister and
the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition in their expression
of thanks and appreciation to Mr. Thomson on his retirement.

Minutes:
The minutes of the meeting of the House held on the 17th

December, 1969, having previously been circulated, were taken
as read and confirmed.

Documents laid:

The Honourable the Minister for Medical and Health Servi-
ces laid on the table the following documents:

(1) The Dangerous Drugs Regulations, 1969.

(2) The Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, 1969 (Modification)
Order, 1969,

Ordered to lie.

The Honourable the Financial and Development Secretary
laid on the table the following documents:

Supplementary Estimates No. 12 of 1969 and No. 1 of 1970.

Ordered to lie.

Answers to Questions:

Question No. 32 of 1970

Oral.
Hon. A, P. MONTEGRIFFO!
, Will Government consider altering the Hospital (Fees and
Charges) Rules so that any persons, particularly amongst the
lower income groups, who as a result of the Marsh Interim
Award, have lost their previously acquired rights under the said
Rules, may be able to obtain such rights again?
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Ansiwer:

Question No. 33 of 1970
? Oral.
Hox. A. W. SERFATY:
What steps is Government taking to ensure the removal of
the considerable amount of rubbish which can be seen in many
parts of Gibraltar?

Answer:

Tur MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES.
{(Hoxn. W. M. I[s0LA)

The following services are provided:

(1) Daily collection of ordinary domestic and trade refuse.

(2)  Special collection of bulky items and accumulation of rub-
E Jish which cannot normally be dealt with by the daily col-
lection service.

(3)  Special collection of rubbish from individual traders at a
small charge.

(4) Acceptance of vefuse from traders daily between 10.00 a.m.
and 10.00 p.m. at the Destructor.

(5) Collection of street rubbish by sweepers.

(6)  Provision of litter bins, the number of which is being 1n-
creased.

(7)  Collection of accumulations of rubbish in Housing listates
and other Crown properties,

The total amount wh

rich will be sp
E.%@;%?i{}rz and dis mxai of rubbish is ;z;;;,,w;;
ossibility of introducing more
z;@m g ¢ féfz»«z{iu ed.

ng 1970 in the col-
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Hon. A, W. SERFATY:

Sir, will the Honourable Minister say whether the arrange-
ments could be exfended to include the removal of rubbish from
the pubic highway?

Hon, W. M. Isora:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the removal of rubbish from public high-
ways is being carried out.

Hon, A, W. SERFATY:
Very unsuccessfully, Sir.

Hoxn. M. K. FEATHERSTONE

Sir, is the Honourable Minister satisfied with all these ar-
rangements that he has got and which he has enumerated to us?

Hon. W. M. [sora:

Sir, I am quite satisfied, but I think ‘there is a need for im-
provement. But that need must surely come I think, Sir, from
the cooperation of the public.

Question No. 34 of 1970
Oral.
Hon. 1. ABECASIS:

What progress, if any, has been made in connection with the
Geological Survey on that part of the Rock above Catalan Bay
Village?

Answer:

Tare CHIEF MINISTER
(TuHE HON. MaJjor R. J. PeL1ZA)

Rock falls have of course occurred at Catalan Bay occasion-
ally for many years but the Government considers that it is time
that some action was taken to minimise the effects arising from
such falls.

The question of a possible geological survey is under consi-
deration but I should add that immediately after the rock falls
took place earlier this month, action was taken, on my personal
instructions to the City Engineer, to prepare a scheme to mini-
mise the risks and effects of further possible falls in the future.
The scheme consists of the planting of trees and shrubs and the
provision of a series of chain link fences staggered along and w)
and down the slopes above Catalan Bay which will act as a screen
to arrest falling rock and reduce their impetus. The provision
of funds for this scheme has been approved and the work will
start as soon as the trees and necessary materials, which are on
order, are available.

An incidental but important effect of this scheme will be to
beautify the whole area above Catalan Bay.
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1

Details of the scheme will be announced in due course.

[ would also like to express my appreciation of the City En-
vineer and his staff for the !}f“i;mg}é manner in which the rocks
which fell on the 3rd and 13th January were cleared up and also
} preparing the scheme to which T have referred.

Supplementary:

How, I. ABECASIS:
[ am grateful to the Chief Minister for giving me an answer
’i{; this question. [ think I should remind the Chief Minister that
he just said that immediately after the rock fall he had a meet-
ing with the City Engineers and others to consider what had
happened. If T remember rightly, the Honourable and Gallant
Minister for Information said, immediately after the rock falls,
that this incident would accelerate the already undertaken Geolo-
gical Survey, so it seems to me that there is some sort of con-
fusion here.

Hoxn. CHier BMINISTER:

No, there is no confusion. There has been already a survey
made by the City Engineer, but the question now is whether we
should bring out a geologist. This is a different matter altoge-
ther which must receive further consideration as it might not be
necesary to bring him out. But surely if it is necessary he will
he brought out.

HoN. [. ABECASIS!
I would be grateful if we could get information as to the
progress as it happens.

Hon, CHigx MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker, I assure the Hon, Member that this will be done
as soon as we make a decision.

Hown. [. ABECASIS!
Thank vou, Sir.

Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE:
Sir, wha*{ is being done fo prevent rockfalls, not to mini-
mise their effects?

Hon. Crier MINISTER:

I would suggest to the Honourable Member that there s
nothing we can do to prevent the rocks from falling. [ wish |
could,

1wt the rociks
fointer

inte

Hon, M. K. FEATHERSTONE
fé Sivoowild

the Honourable Minister see tl
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Hon. CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker, may I tell the Honourable Member that this
has been done and continues to be done. naturally. But whe-
ther those rocks can fall or not, that [ think is in the hands of
the Almighty.

GQuestion No. 35 of 1970
Oral.
Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE

Is Government taking any steps to implement the Lovejoy
Report?

Answer:

THrE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND MUNICIPAL SERVICE.
(Hon, W. M. IsoLa)
Yes, Sir.  All work on open spaces, improvement schemes
planting, etc., is guided by the recommendations in the report.

Supplementary:

Hon, M. K. FEATHERSTONE !
How much is envisaged is going to be done in 19707

Hon, W. M. Isora:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, at present, work is being carried on at
Cathedral Square — landscaping Cathedral Square. Casemates
Square — further flower beds, trees and renov a?mﬂ of existing
fower beds. At the Alameda, a tree nurser yv.  Other works
similarly projected, and for which funds have ‘;}een allocated “or
1970, are as follows'the landsc z{;ipb of the garden opposite Ca-
thedral of St. Mary the Crowned, the landscaping of the Piazza
and additional planting of trees.

Question No. 36 of 1970

Oral.
Hon. 1. ABECASIS
yiil

When v Government construct the proposed children’s
play-ground at Catalan Bay Vilage?

Ansiwer:

Tir MINISTER FOR E’E?',iisﬁ WORKS anD Housineg

[t was propose d to commence terracing the slope at the sou-
thern end of the vi for eventual conversion in ‘m a sfééﬁ iren’s
playground as part of ; i improvements rried out

d in March las
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of Changing Rooms and z‘g“pf‘f‘};ii‘ﬁ(;ﬂz of the villagers’ stores, and,
secondly, ém?mummtw along the promenade, the first was put
to tender, accepted and is gzg}i%m{_ hing completion,

Allowing for z£ pl "i;zﬁ’icfzmi@ %n* provements there is a balance
available for furthe works, including the playground mentioned.
and a revised scheme is @zumim,j; E;f:eén;{ submitted to the Min-
istry for Overseas Development for approval.

Question No. 37 of 1970
, Oral.
Hox. [. ABEcasIs:
When is the construction of the proposed block of flats at
talan Bay Village expected to commence?’

Answcer:

Trr MINISTER FOR PuBLic WorKs anD HoUsING.
{Hon, Miss €. Anesg)

If by “the proposed block of flats” I am to understand that
the Honourable Member is referring to a block of 15 flats the
construction of which had been under consideration by the nrev-
ious Government then T am pleased to announce that the cons
‘tz'ué'ti{}zz of a further two blocks, one of 18 flats and another of

15 flats, making a total of 48 flats, is also ¢ tmtenméaw{i

A scheme is being prepared for submission to London.

[ am unable to say when work will commence
Supplementary:

How, Sir JosHva Hassan:
Will the Minister say wl
+
L
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the original one planned by the

1
he previous Government?
[ToNn. Miss C. ANES:

Yes Sir. I found when [ took over the Ministry there was
only phase 1 of the development and we have been able to intro-
duce phase 2 and phase 3 of Catalan Bay Development.

L

Hown. Sir JosHua Hassan:
Will the ‘s,zms%ti take into account that the people at Catalan
v will be happier if work is started on one, rather than that
¢ be prepared for five or six or ten blocks?
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Hon. SIrR JosHUA Hassan:
What is the time-table with regard to starting the work of
the block that had already been planned?

Hon. Miss C. ANES:

Sir, the scheme is being submitted to London. When we
get the approval from Her Majesty’s Government then it will be
considered for tender, and [ hope that it will be soon.

Question No. 38 of 1970
Oral.
Hoxn, M. K. FEATHERSTONE!
When is the Commission ‘that was appointed to draw up a
new Education Ordinance expected to submit its report?

Answer:

THr MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND RECREATION.
(Hon. L., DEVINCENZI)

The Commission appointed to make recommendations for a
new Education Ordinance will present its report on the 31st
March, 1970.

Supplementary:

Hoxn. M. K. FEATHERSTONE:
Sir, was it not understood that the commission would pre-
sent its report by December 31st 19697

Hon. L. DEVINCENZL:

That was not quite the case, Sir.  The fact is that under the
terms of reference which were given to them, they were allowed
to ask for an extra three months, if they so desired and they
have done so. And, of course, we have given them permission
to do so.

Hon, M. K. FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, is the fact that the Chief Education Officer’s position is
vacant causing any of the delay? And if so, can it be stated
when this position will be filled?

Hon, L. DEVINCENZI:

There is no delay at all, Sir.  The Chief Kducation Officer
feft Gibraltar on the 15th of December, and in fact there is now
a new Chairman who has taken the place of the Chief Education
Officer, who was the Chairman of the Commission. There is no
delay at all being caused.

Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE:!
When is the new Chief Education Officer likely to be here?
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oy, CHIEF MINISTER:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, that, [ think, is a new

question altogether.

Hon. L. DEVINCENZI:
Mr. Speaker, [ do not think it is a new question — | am
absolutely cer'tain.

Question No. 39 of 1970.
Oral.
Hon. L. Cor. J. L. HOARE!

Is the Honourable Financial and Development Secretary now
in a position to state what he estimates, would be the additional
revenue that would arise in a vear from additional duty charges
ol

(a) 2d per gallon on petrol used for other than commer-
cial purposes
(h) 2/- per bottle on spirits
(c) 1/-per bottle on wines

c
(dy 1d per bottle and 2d per pint of beer?

-

ot

Answer:

TaE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
(Hon, BE. H Davis)

I regret, Sir that the information which the Honourable
Questioner requires is not readily available. Tt is not possible,
for example, to distinguish between the quantities of petrol used
for commercial and other purposes. Nor is it possible to distin-
guish between the duty paid on bottles of different sizes which
could be reputed pints, reputed quarts and litres, to mention but
a few. In the case of beer, too, it is not easy to differentiate bet-
ween importations in bulk, which might subsequently be bottled
locally, and importations in bottles.

[ am, therefore, unable to furnish any estimate.
Supplementary:

Hon. L1 Corn. J. L. Hoarg:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, is the Hon. Financial and Development
Secretary really trying to be helpful? [ think the questions asked
are not bevond the ingenuity of experienced estimators of which
there are plenty in the Government. It should be known how
much petrol comes in and roughly — T have not asked for exact
figures — I have asked for his estimate. Surely he is capable of
estimating these figures If not, [ cannot understand how he

sther revenue which comes into the Colony. May
[ please have an answer to my question, if at all possible?
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HoN, FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY .

Sir, the Honourable and Gallant Member may be assured that
I am at all times willing and abte to try and furnish any informa
tion which it is in my powers to do. In this case, the H
Gallant Member must remember that work on the estir
starts virtually half way through the year and it takes am
from July of one year to December, when the estimates are pre-
pared, for calculation to be carried out. T regret, Sir, again, to

say that I am unable to give the Hon. and Gallant Member the
breakdown that he wants.

Hox. Lir. Cor. J. L. Hoarg:

Mr. Speaker, I am quite sure that the Hon Financial and
Development Secretary is being very helpful.

HoxN. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY !
I am glad to hear it, Sir.

Hon. P. J. IsoLA:

s it for the Financial Secretary to produce a mini-budget,
a second mini-budget?

Hown. Sir Josua Hassan:
[s this a speech in question time? Or is he asking a ques-
tion to a questioner, Mr. Speaker? He is so fond of order.

Hown. P. J. Isora:

Yes, actually it was a point of order, Mr. Speaker. This
question. is really out of order altogether, if I may say so. Un-
der Standing Orders 17 sub-paragraph 1(7) no question can be
asked, a question shall not ask for an expression of opinion or for
the solution of an abstract legal question or of a hypothetical
proposition. If the Hon. and Gallant Member is to be allewed
in this House to start asking what are really hypothetical ques-
tions or expressions of opinion, quite apart from being outside
the Standing Rules and Orders under which this House regulates
its business it puts, I would have thought, a most unfair burden
on Ministers who have to face problems as they arise, and not yet
hypothetical questions as they do not arise.

Hon. Sir JosHua HASSAN:
Is the question of the order in your hands, Mr. Speaker, and
not in the hands of any member?

MR, SPEAKER:

I ruled that the question was in order and do not doubt ithe
capacity of the Hon. Minister to answer the question as he con-
siders necessary in the circumstances,
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Question No. 40 of 1970,
Oral

iiﬁfg
(5 H

!ifi'i?é%;i charge far: a

the charge per gnnun

&

w L
e e
v
e -

Answer:

THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY
{Hon E. H. Davigy

iteful to the Hon and i?aiiazﬁ{ Member for draw-
to the House to this typing, and subsequent
hich is regretted. The correct quarterly rental
i 2.6d. There is a similar discrepancy — this
time only a gn g error—in the Gazette of the 19th De cember,
1969, where the charge for the hiring of a beach umbrella is
shewn as 1/- a {E{s}f instead of 2/- as approved by this House.

That seems to have escaped the Honourable and Gallant
Eiemiﬂ 1’s attention, Sir.

The necessary ;imez;éimisn% to the Gazette Notice is being
made, hut telephone accounts already issued b} the Municipal
Department this month were for the correct amount.

fsf H}iii‘;f ’»i
§

Supplementary:

Hoxn, ?:r, Cor. J. [.. HOARE:

Mr. *lg;é;i?{a’r [ had not missed ?%ze other point about the
;;asgzc?z umbrellas, but I thought that was a trivial amendment —
}%z%%* a printing error. But t%ze other iz gure had appeared on three

official documents and had been w??{iui publicly in this House,
iﬁé;%zéf%if;%i [ was justified,I think, in taking it as an official, auth-
entic figure.

Question No, 41 of 1970,
Oral.
Hon. M. K. FBATHERSTONE
Does i;{;“ez*f‘“;‘smz {fs;(z”z;sf{;
Savings Bank to be realistic?

er interest rates of the Post Office

Answer:

THE FINaANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY
(HoNn. E. H. Davis)
for the type of In

u
1l as recently as t

siness involved. T would remind
he 1st August, 1969, the rate of
rest was increased from 247 to 3¢¢. efore doing so, views
een obtained from the %‘Ez«z‘mg*; & Commue zzzaszd“a Office &nd
Lhe &zf;z{ of England who, in advising that the increase could be
— a3 they said “without much risk” — also sounded 2 word
mzmm* about prevailing high yields on investments,
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There is, of course, in Britain a Savings Bank Investment
Account Scheme, under which a higher rate of interest is pay-
able subject to longer notice being given for withdrawal. The
possibility of introducing such a scheme in Gibraltar is under
consideration,

Supplementary:

Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE:
Thank you, Sir.

Question No. 42 of 1970.
Oral.
Hox. M. K. FEATHERSTONE!
What is the present situation with the Parcar Development
Project?

Answer:

Tre CHIEF MINISTER
(Hon. Magor R. J. PeLiza)

When the Government assumed office, the firm’s application
for financial assistance to proceed with their hotel development
project, which had been submitted in May, 1969, was still under
consideration by the Ministry of Overseas Development. [t was
the subject of correspondence with the Ministry in August; it was
raised with the Minister of State here in September; it continued
to be ‘the subject of correspondence with London in October/
November; it was discussed by the Gibraltar Delegation in Lon-
don in December when the case was pressed; and it has been the
subject of further correspondence in January. A reply is now
awaited, and I understand it is on the way.

Supplementary:

Hon. Sir JosHua Hassan:
What kind of help is envisaged, different to that envisaged
by the previous Government? [s it a bigger help? More money?

Hon, CHIEF MINISTER:

The amount envisaged at the moment cannot be disclosed,
because the matter is under negotiation. Therefore, [ am not
in a position to answer that question.

HoN. SIR JosHUA HASSAN:

[ think it is a fair question to which I should have an answer.
[s it on the lines of what had been envisaged by the previous
Government? Is it more? Or is it less?
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Hoxn, CHigr MINISTER:
Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Member will sit at rest, if
we say: ( {zmh not less,

i3

Hon, A W, SERPATY:
Can’t we know, Sir, if it is more?

How, CHipr MINISTER:

Mr. Q’%}f}&é’v&‘{ I imagine that anyone with a bit of sense would
decide whether it is more or less,

Hon, A W. SERFATY:
No, Sir. It can bhe the same.
Question No. 43 of 1970,
Oral.
Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONS:

Does Government intend to introduce legislation to allow
for relief from rates for charitable organisations?

Answer:

HE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
(Hon. E. H. Davis)

[ have Sir, been giving some considerable thought to a mem-
orandum dated the 12th Augus,»bs 1969, which the City Council
considered at their last meeting.

The matter, however, is not devoid of complication, financial
and otherwise, and I have not yet made a submission to Council

f Ministers. I intend to do as soon as possible.

Supplementary:

Hon, M. K. FEATHERSTONE !

Sir, ‘as soon as possible’ can cover a multitude of sins. Can
vou give us any idea within three months when this is likely to
he submitted?

HoN, FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY
?xé;*, § hate to stick my neck out

Hox. Sir Josuua HASSAN
Don’t yvou do it all the time?

Hon. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY !

[ was waiting for that, Sir, and I regret, much as [ would
like to give the Hon, Questioner the pleasure and satisfaction of
extracting an estimate from me, [ am afraid, Sir, that T regret
wéa t I am 3?} e to comply with his request and give him any
eatimate o
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HoN. SIr Josavua HASSAN:
We can only expect estimates in December, I suppose?

HoON. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Sir. In certain circumstances, Sir.  The Honourable
and Gallant Member has been putting ideas into my head for the
last week,

Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE
Sir, will the Hon. Financial

least promise to give

possible?

and Development Secretary at
it as expeditious treatment as is humanly

HON. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY !
The Hon. Questioner, .%n: mzzy be completely assured that
[ will do so.

Question No. 44 of 1970,

Oral.
How, Sir JosHUA HassanN:
Will Government introduce the necessary legislation to in-
crease the pensions of their former employvees and of municipal
pensioners to take account of the interim Marsh award?

Answer:

THe CoHisr MINISTER.
(Hon. Magor R. J. PrLIzA)

Yes, Sir — as soon as it is possible to do so. But [ should
warn the House that a time lag is inevitable because the process
of amending pensions ;@azgmm is a long and complicated one.
Amongst {}*{her things, as the Honourable and Learned Ques-
téémer will recall,a iQf{}I‘?E";{f} is required to London, and the fact
that Mr Marsh’s present award has been classified as interim
and only applies, so far, to officers up to and including the Titular
[ Grade, does not wm}%zfi matters. To save complications,
therefore, it might be preferable to wait until ‘w{f Marsh pro-
nounced on all @mpif}}*\f}éx and the Interim aspect has disappear-
ed. Any increase will, however, be applied retrospectively to
the 1st ;&snzsg?}, 1970, and the House can be assured that the
matter will be dealt with as expeditiously as possible.

Supplementary:

Hon, Sir Josuua Hassan:

[ am grateful for that reply and [ fully appreciate the }fi}i,li
cacies of aamsxdmg the pensions legislation and perhaps, in view
of the fact that it will mean, even ‘?h{;zz gh the pensioners get ?hen
money backdated, it would save a little time if perhaps prelimi-
nary steps were taken in anticipation of the final award so that
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t work as from then. in the process which the Chief
Ln!;zz}zzi}d

Hon. CHIEF MINISTER:

['am most grateful to the Hon. Member for his new sugges-
tion, but lo {;%fz?sz back at his previous policy this was not so. In
fact, ing back, at what happened, the first st age of Marsh
was accepted on the 18th November 1967, Amendment to the
f‘”}m*ésm Ordinance went to the Legislature on the 1st and 2nd
on the 23rd August 1968 Second and Third Stages of
:ix «% wvere approved in December 1968. Amendment to the
Pension ﬁ*fiznam;@ went to the Legislature on the 1st and 2nd
Reading on the 27th May 1969 If we can improve on these
dates, Mr. Speaker I can assure you that we shall be, T think,
even g}fazs{éfj by the Leader of thé Opposition.

Hon. Sir JosHUA Hassan:

i think the Chief Minister has misunderstood the purpose of
my question. [ was not criticising the fact that it had not been
done, it is precisely because [ am fully aware of all the implica-
tions that T thought it should be brought out for one thing, and
we know that from experience, because pemumez\ get a little
shaky about whether ihay are going to get it or not. And the
reply to the question will, in itself, be satisfaction; but neverthe-
less you can still do better.

Hon. CHIEF MINISTER:

I can assure you, Mr Speaker, and [ think the Opposition can
rest at ease, that we shall deal with this matter as expeditiously
we have dealt with the rockfall at Catalan Bay and the new
ns for housing at Catalan Bay.

as
p§
GQuestion No. 45 of 1970
Oral.
Hon. A, W. SERFATY:
Are local employers denied permission to engage Moroccan
workers who are willing to take up employment in Gibraltar?

Answer:

Toe MINISTER FOR LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY
{Hon. M. XIBERRAS)

&

Supplementary:

Hon. A, W, SERFATY:
Sir, make a %uggpzezmniaz" question to the Hon-
ourable answer, [ would like to state that [ am a

et
oy

v
('i’” .

shareholc



326 Thursday, 2%9th January, 1970.

Hoxn. CHigr MINISTER:

- interest

Hown. P.J. Isora:
iﬁ{‘?"f’* w« no need, Sir, for a declaration of interest to be
; tions are concerned.

made

Hon. A, W. SERFATY !

I would like to state that T am a shareholder in one of the
building firms to which I am going to refer in the supplementary.
And the supplementary is this one: Is it not a fact that no replies
have yet been given to a number of applications made towards
the end of October, 1969 for Moroccan tradesmen for priority
jobs by a number of building firms; nor to an application made
on the 23rd December, 1969 for a qualified Moroccan watch-
assembler by a local watch factory?

Hon, M. XIBERRAS:

Sir) 1 mwz?ﬁ normally require notice of any particular case.
The question was couched in very general terms. T am grateful
for the i{g;nmzzaﬁfg Member’s declaration of this ;}az‘tzcmar inter-
est.  As regards the building industry, one must know that the
building industry was the hardest hit by the withdrawal of the
Spanish labour, precisely because it depended almost entirely
on this labour.  Government has Qii,f{fd builders to build on

strong and reliable foundations for the future; especially as re-

g&f‘iﬁ?m skilled labour.  Applications for g}{;iidmg workers are
ihaz*eﬁaz‘e }5*13’1‘1 studied very closely. T am glad to say, that some
builders ave cooperating in a realistic manner. As to precise
dates I am not prepared or able to give them straight away.

Hon, A, W. SERFATY:

Does the Honourable Minister honestly believe that to try
and import Moroccan workers who have passed a trades test is
acting in an unrealistic manner?

Hon. M. XiBERRAS:

sir, T do not know exactly how they passed the trade test,
[ do not know where they passed the ?r;zf%e test. But I do know
that one has to take into account f‘géiﬁbﬁ%;%ﬁ}% of public health,
of accommodation and of the general policy of the Government

iﬁr ifj'zc diversification of labour ;‘%,ss outlined in the Beeching

able Minister tell us whether
;Ez% yuilding firms, there was
accommodation?
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., there have been a
upon the wi?ﬁ”

éé}#f accon

Hon, M. K. FEATHERSTONE

Sir, but ning
obvious source 5»:;; ;b‘{aé;zézzg labour

irade?

Hon. M. XIBERRAS:
Sir, T think every i}{\*’i}f } {;'?;f\‘%i‘iliz‘ is ¢
ing’s hint has not gone amis;

Hon. A W, SERFATY:

Does the Honourable Minister realise that as a result of
the time he is taking to m“a’%@ zz‘;} his mind, ite a number

of useful trained men are being lost to Gibralt:

Hon. M. XIBERRAS:
Sir, I have no evidence to support this, un
sle Questioner is prepared (o give It

less the Honoura-

Hon. A, W. SERFATY:
:?%azrae%y the Honourable Minister reali
who were ready to come in October
( i sembler in December 1969
these men have been actually lost to Gibraltar for good, particu-
tarly in the case of the wate ‘h-assembler?

Hox. M. XIBERRAS !
Sir, Government considers
gard fo é%{“*%'%l”ﬁi}”‘-fzfié}sEém and 10 |
emanded, in a small way, by the
the Public Health Ordinance. Gov
ibility for the future of Gibraltar,
‘ [ would not like a repel
withdrawal of Spanish labour
U 1s one of the cardinal points of

ernment




322 Thursday, 29th January, 1976.

Hon. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, I am not prepared to give a date on this. [ am not cer-
tain about October or about November. But I do know that it
is administratively convenient to look into different responsibi-
lities, or different aspects, of immigration, of public health, of
accommodation and generally of Government policy together
before any one department pronounces separately on this issue.
This does take some time.

Hon. Sir Josnua Hassan:

Surely the particular requirements mentioned initially in
the answer can be found out at short time. [s it not the policy
of the Minister of preventing, other than the people from the
United Kingdom, the reason for all these delays?

Hoxn., M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, I am rather surprised at this because the Opposition,
following the Lord Shepherd talks stated ‘that they would wel-
come UK. labour to come. Since that is the case, one would
imagine that the Honourable Member might have made an
effort, a personal effort, having declared a personal interest, to
attract some himself.

Hon. Sir JosHUA HASSAN:

I did not hear that. I would like to hear what the Minister
has said.

Hon. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, I said that bearing in mind that the Honourable Mem-
per opposite, I am referring to Mr. Serfaty, has declared a per-
sonal interest in this, and since he forms part of the Opposition
as well, T would have thought that he would have made an effort
to recruit some himself.

Hon., A. W. SERFATY:

It may interest the Minister to know, if I may be allowad to
make a statement, that [ have employed — my firm has employed
—— a number, and is employing a number of U K.traders. Butf,
is the Honourable Minister aware of the fact that there is a great
variety in the question of trades.  And that whereas in some
trades it may be of interest to import UK. fraders, in other
trades it is in the public interest, and in the interest of the
client, the client of priority jobs, to mmport Moroccan labour
Does the Honourable Minister realise this position?

Hon. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, T am glad to see that there is some degree of agree-
ment between one bench and another. However, on the ques-
tion of importation of labour, one should realise that there was
quite a backlog of labour which had not been cleared in public
health at the beginning of this crisis, I am glad to see that
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Fa .

Moroccan labour is considered so valuable by the Member oppo-
site: because it Is my éffx;;:;a%s‘és;%fzf'm at a part migr stage of the
edings, employers had no regard for the number that were
on or how they were got rid of. And I would say that
ilisation of our new working population has been in the
est of Gibraltar as a whole and, may I add, of trade in

Hon. M. K. FEATHERSTONE

Did not Lord Beeching say quite forcefully that Morocean
labour was an obvious source. and not just make it as a simple
hint which Government has appreciated?

Hon. M. XIBERRAS:

sir, the Honourable Member has zag;f got an ear for the
under-statement. [ am sorry about ‘this, what I said was that
surely he can’t have missed the fact *%} z’{ Lord Beeching’'s idea
has been implemented if he walks through Gibraltar.

Hon. M, K. FEATHERSTONE
He mentioned the word ‘hint’, Sir.

Hon. M. XIBERRAS:
Sir, that was indeed the undersiatement.

Hon. SIrR JosHua Hassan:

This question of the difficuliies of labour is of greatest im-
portance, and we propose to raise the matter at a subsequent
meeting generally because [ think i*a is of very great public inter-
est that we should know exactly where we are going or where
we are not going.

Hown. M. XIBERRAS:

Siro I ean assure the Honourable Member that Government
does know, despite the complicatedness of the matter, does know
where it is going. And in fact, if the Opposition calls for a de-

1

bate, what can I do but welcome such a {i;%%;a\e,

Hown, A iﬁ* SERFATY
[t may know where it is going, but it is not getting very far.

EE{}@’, l“%f% XIBERRAS
.1 take this as a qu
};uh dr ii\iiigii :
orking labour force, men anc
W1 oW ¢ “E“M 0 w‘
é%i{éﬁi{*z,gz?@sé;s
for bread in on¢

1

for a community 1
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a most serious thing for a community to realise, after vears and
vears of being inured in a particular tradition, and dependant
upon a particular kind of labour, to realise, Sir, that a very long
term effort is required. And may I add, Sir, that trade may very
well be rather at a disadvantage compared to what it was before.
This is mosty, I might add, the result of the frontier. But may
[ also add, that some of the working classes of Gibraltar have
seen a new hope in the situation.

Hon. Sir Josnvua Hassan:
By having two jobs.

Hon, M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, we are glad to have them having two jobs. I do not
wish to prolong a debate on this, Sir.

Hon. A. W. SERFATY:

There are jobs for the people who want them. Why not
two?

Hon, L. DEVINCENZI:

Sir, may I say this: that not only does the Government know
where it is going, but we also know ... .

Hon. Sir JosHUA HaSsAH:
Order, please. This is question time.

Hon. CHIEF MINISTER:

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, it is not our fault that the
Opposition is developing this into a debate.

Hon, M. K. FEATHERSTONE
Sir, the continual immigration from Gibraltar of our youths.

Hon. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, if I may answer that question. [ am surprised to see
the Honourable Member say this. I am really surprised to see
this. If there is such a thing, and I do not think that the Hon.
Member can or would dare produce proof of that sort, can this
be attributable to the policy of this Government for the last
seven months?

Hown. P. J. Isova:

Mr. Speaker, since the Hon. Questioner does not wish to pur-
sue his rights of raising the matter on the adjournment and thus
affording us all an opportunity of debating the subject, can I ask
the Minister to give us some figures of the number of Moroccans
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actually working in Gibraltar? Because today, from what I hear,
one would be surprised to hear that there were any working at
all.  Can he give us figures of the number of Moroccans amzkm

in Gibraltar éf,’“iai;‘ %s;;.i&z} under permit?

Hown. M, XIBERRAS

sir, T would not like to be pressed on this matter. If I am
sssed I oam prepared to answer this particular bit of data. But
uld ask the Hon. and Learned Questioner not to press me on
his matter since it is not entirely a matter for the elected mem-
sers of the Government.

Statement by Minister for Information, Port, Trade
and Industries,

Hon. Magor A, J. GACHE:

Sir, the House will have heard with pleasure that as from
Ist April, 1970 Gibraltar Airways Limited in association with
British European Airways are to run a Viscount Aircraft on
their Tangier/Gibraltar route. The House too will have heard
with some relief that Gibraltar Airways Limited are no longer
insisting that a subsidy should be granted to enable them to
maintain that service,  The Government welcomes this move
by the companies concerned and the news that they are irying
to expand their services to places further afield than Tangier
such as Portugal, thus justifying fully the Government’s belief
that the economic future of the private sector of Gibraltar lies
in the expansion and widening of air communications in and out
of Gibraltar and in making Gibraltar a pivot of air communica-
fions rather than a mere terminal point.

Sir, the Government was not prepared to grant a subsidy
in respect of the Gibraltar/Tangier Alr Service firstly because it
is opposed in principle to granting subsidies to commercial en-
terprises and secondly because the Government did not believe
that with its policy of expansion of air communications and of
the importance of Gibraltar in this respect that it was necessary
fo subsidise a service which would inevitably prove lucrative.
The Government holds an optimistic view of the economic future
of Gibraltar and it is happy to see that that confidence is shared
h European Airways and Gibraltar Alrways Limited who
ave decided to go forw ard with the new Viscount air service
; sneessions from the Government and despite the aboli-
tion of the £50 travel allowance.

The number of people travelling by air is increasing in leaps
and bounds and Gibraltar has the gre at opportunity of attracting
srs from all over the world by an %ms;m{*d use of the air-

at ¢

sibraltar as a centre of air communications.
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It is for this reason that Gibraltar Ministers will welcome
all means of improving air routes in and out of Gibraltar ‘rom
and to places not already served by existing airlines.

Hon. Sime Josaua Hassan:
Who wouldn't?

HoN. MAJOR A. J. GACHE:
You didn’t.  (Laughter).
In the case of routes already served

HoN. Sir Josmua Hassan:

We did. And this is an unnecessary remark. Of course
we did.  All the time.

HoN. Magor A, J. GacHEe:
S0 was vours, Sir.

Hon. Sir JosHUA HASSAN:
I did so as much as you do.

Hon., P. J. Isora:
Order.

Hon, Sir Josuva Hassan:
Shut up.

Hon, P.J. Isora:
Mr. Speaker, on a point of order .

Hon. Masor A, J. GACHE:

Mr. Speaker, have we heard these words: “shut up” again,
Sir?

Is this becoming the normal practice in this Assembly?

Hon. P. J. Isova:

Sir, on a point of order. The Honourable and learned
Leader of the Opposition has shouted across the room fto me—
he has shouted across this House: “shut up”. Is the Honour-
able and Learned Leader of the Opposition in a privileged posi-
tion in this House? Is he entitled to make such a remark as
“shut up” to a Member on the opposite side? T would like a

ruting, Sir, on a point of order on that.
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YVin, SPEAKER:

There is no need fo rmgs a ruling on a very obvious matter.
» person holding §§ze 1oor has the right to be heard without
E’NE‘;;J{?E;?@ of any kind whatsoever. [ sincerely hope that from
w oon this is not forgotten by any Honourable Member,

Hon, P Isora:

Mr. Speaker, may I ask, Sir, that the Honourable and Learn-
sesé [.eader of the {g};}m;fzsm be asked to withdraw this remark
‘shut up’” across the House. Is he the man who upholds order
in this House, or is it you, Sir?

MR, SPEAKER:
[t is my prerogative to uphold order in this House. I will

leave the maﬁle}; as it stands now. [ would ask the Honourable
Minister to continue his statement.

Hon. Magor A, J. GACHE!

In the case of routes already served we obviously always
welcome improvements in those services and suggestions for im-
provements.

Gibraltar Ministers believe as a principle of general policy
that big improvements in air communications in and out of Gib-

raltar mﬁ inevitably bring a rapid expansion in economic
growth in Gibraltar and %oiae of itself many of the problems

and factors that are worrying Gibraltar’s trading community
today.

It is against this background that Gibraltar Ministers feel
that all means of improving air communications in and out of
Gibraltar are to be explored.

Election of Mayor.

Motion re:

HigE MINISTER:

sir. 1 have the honour to move that the Honourable Mr.
Joseph Vasquez be elected Mayor of Gibraltar.

1w the question the Clerk invited discussion on

<

IR T g g e
Hox, Cinipr MINISTER:

s; in dealing with the motion for the election of a member
138 %;nsz se as “’xm* or of Gibraltar. T think we need to consider
tifferent aspects, The first is the question of the suitability
1gh of flice of Mayor of the person proposed.  While T will
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never presume to speak for the Hon. Members apposite, [ feel
confident that, in proposing Mr. Vasquez as Mayor, I am in no
danger, from this point of view, of being contradicted.

There, is however, to my mind, another aspect of this ques-
tion which merits very serious and careful consideration. The
Section of the Constitution which provides for the otfice of Mayor
states that a person elected to that office shall hold it upon such
terms and conditions and shall perform such functions, being
ceremonial functions of a civic character, as may be determined
by the Governor, acting after consultation with the Gibraltar
Couneil.

It seems to us that it is more consistent with the nature of
the office of Mayor, as set out in the Constitution, if the person
holding that office were to be a non-political figure. It seems o0
us that politics do not enter into the sphere of ceremonial func-
tions of a civic character and that it is desirable, since we have
our own unique constitution which enables us to do this, to elect
as civic representative of Gibraltar a person, who, precisely be-
cause of his other office of Speaker, is perhaps more than any-
one else impartial and completely above politics.

I accordingly and most warmly commend to the House the
motion that Mr. Vasquez be elected Mayor of Gibraltar.

Hon, Sir JosHUA HaSSAN:

I think, Mr. Speaker, that you are no doubt aware of the
views of this side of the House, that the Mayor of Gibraltar
should be a member elected by the people. And nothing that I
will say now, I am sure, you will take in any way as an aspersion
on you personally. And because the Chief Minister has made
this statement, we must put on record that we do not necessarily
agree with the sentiments therein expressed. If that had been
the feeling of everybody at the time of the Constitutional Con-
ference that would have been embodied. But what was embo-
died in the Constitution was that any member of this House, in-
cluding the Speaker, was eligible as Mayor. The Government
have got a majority and you, Sir, will preside over this House,
and, I am sure, very worthily as Mayor, and we do not object o
that. In fact we will support it. But we must make it clear
that we do not bind ourselves to any convention or to any line
of development in the Constitution to say that necessarily any
Speaker will be the Mayor. With those sentiments I am sure,
Mr. Speaker, you will appreciate we must bind ourselves to what
we consider to be the right thing when we have the majority.
In the meantime we are very pleased to see that you are being
elected Mayor rather than one of the Honourable Members oppo
site.

On the Clerk putting the question all Honourable Members
voted in favour.

The motion was accordingly carried.
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MR. SPEAKER:

[ would like to say that [ am overwhelmed and in thanking
the House again [ sincerely hope that I will prove myself wortny
of the trust and confidence which both sides of the House have
placed on me today. [ thank you most profoundly for the great
honours done me today by appointing me both Speaker and
Mayor of Gibraltar.

Supplementary Estimates No. 12 of 1969 and No. 1| of 1970,

Hown. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I have the honour to move in the terms of the motion
standing in my name and that the House should resolve itself
into Committee to consider Supplementary Estimates No. 12 of
1969 and No. 1 of 1970, in detail.

This was agreed to and the House went into Committee,

House n Committee:

Supplementary Estimates No. 12 of 1969 were agreed to.

Supplementary Estimates No. 1 of 1970.

Head XVI. Miscellaneous Services. (1) Government. 14. Re-
payment of Revenue of Previous years was agreed to

Improvement and Develepment Fund. (¢) Other Develop-
ment. 4. (New) Development of New Camp Area.

Hon. Sir JosHua Hassan:

Sir, I would just like a little clarification on this item from
the Honourable Financial and Development Secretary.

The estimate for this — wasn’t that known before the end
of the year? 'This has been going on for some time now — {he
cost of resiting building for that site at New Camp.

HoxN., FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Yes, Sir.

Hon. Sir JosHua Hassan:
But it is in this year’s supplementary estimate.

Hon, Financial AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

It is in the Improvement and Development Fund, Sir, so it
really doesn’t matter. If I am not mistaken, the bill for this has
only just recently been received and it was too late for inclusion
in this schedule,
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Hon, Sir Josrua Hassan:

I see. But it had been agreed before?

Hon., FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
We knew that the commitment was there, Sir,

Hown, Sir Jospua Hassan:

Thank you.

Supplementary Estimates No. 1 of 1970 were agreed to.

Resumption:

House resumed.

Hon. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY !

Sir, I have the honour to report that Supplementary Ksti-
mates No. 12 of 1969 and No. 1 of 1970 have been considered in
Committee in detail and agreed. 1 now move that they be
approved by the House.

Before putting the question Mr. Speaker invited discussion
on the motion.

There being no response Mr. Speaker then put the question
which was resolved in the affirmative.

The motion was accordingly carried.

The Supreme Court (Amendment) Ordinance, 1970

First Heading:

The Honourable the Attorney-General moved that a Bill for
“An Ordinance to amend the Supreme Court Ordinance (Cap.
148)" be read a first time.

Mr, Speaker then put the question which was resolved in
the affirmative.

The Bill was read a first fime.
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Second Heading:

Hon., ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Sir, I have the honour to move that this Bill be now read a
second time. In October 1965 the Inns of Court which in Lon-
don are responsible for determining the conditions under which
persons may be called to the Bar in England, altered their regu-
lations to provide that a barrister should not practice in any
court until he had completed at least six months of pupilage
after the date of his call. In Gibraltar the conditions under
which persons are called to the Bar or admitted as
solicitors are governed by statute law, namely, the Supreme
Court Ordinance, which is before us now. In 1965 this Ordin-
ance was amended in order to make provisions similar to those
which had recently been decreed by the Inns of Court in Eng-
land. However, the amendment made in 1965 to our law went
rather further, because it provided that a person should not be
eligible for call or admission until he had served his six months
of pupilage. To that extent it was, of course, more stringent
that the Consolidated Regulation of the Inns of Court. Ex;}9~
rience in Gibraltar has shown that this restriction, which was
undoubtedly of some value in England in keeping unpractised
voung men out of the Courts for a little time, was not equally
valuable in Gibraltar. The reason for this is that of course as
we know in Gibraltar the two branches of the legal profession
are in fact combined — barristers doing solicitors” work and soli-
citors doing barristers” work equally.  And the greater part in
fact of the warh carried out by legal practitioners is that which
is carried out by solicitors in Lng!and In consequence the ne-
cessity of the six *m}mhs pupilage, which had some validity in
the case of advocates, does zmt msuﬁsxaxz%‘ﬁz does certainly not
have the same va%idzt} in the case of persons carrying out soli-
citors work which can be @ez‘fa:n*meé in an office under supervi-
sion. This restriction has had a certain hardship, although there
has only been in fact one practitioner who has come under this
restriction since 1965, Seen from the four-and-a-half years which
}zave z‘*}apged Qéme be ameﬁdmmi was intrf}duieds although it

that it Is mdgpummaie in (}ibmltax md that ;f ;hf;uid be remo-
ved from the statute hook. This does, I think, provide an inter-
esting illustration of what happens when legislation from another
jurisdiction is accepted without serious thought. I do hope that
this Law Revision Committee which has recently been consti-
tuted will be effective in preventing further legislation of this
nature however well-intentioned. [f the House agrees I propose
that the Committee Stage and Third Reading of this Bill should
be taken at the present meeting. Sir, [ commend the Bill to
the House.
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Mr. Speaker then invited discussion on the general princi-
ples of the Bill

There being no response Mr. Speaker then put the
which was "‘mngwii in the affirmative.

The Bill was read a second time.

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Sir 1 ;;,sgw 1o 3}'?1}?3"}‘\’{* that the Uommitiee i‘:«*ii ¢ and Thire
Reading of this Bill be taken at a later ﬁgg in this meeting of
the House.

This was agreed to

Hon., ATTORNEY-GENERAL S

Sir, | beg to move that the House resolves itself into Com-
mittee to consider the next four Bills on the order Paper, clause
by clause.

This was agreed to and the House went into Committee.
House in Committee:

Hox, ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Sir. I have to inform the House that the Income Tax (Amend-
ment) Bill will not be proceeded with at this meeting.

HoN. SIr JosHuA [HASSAN

Sir, why didn't we z;‘ift some notice of this.  We have been
working on this Bill quite hard.  When was it decided not to take
this B;Ei today?

HoN. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY!

Sir, there has been a number of represen ations ig
about the Bill which were not cleared until very early this
and I wanted to give notice to the House of certain amendments
which I propose to bring to the notice of the House.  And be-
cause I did not want 1o spring the amendments on the House
without notice, because they were only drafted vester 1in
fact T only got them this morning, [ asked the Honour and
[earned ;1’5%;{;3zzsséff{;szzg%r« [ leave of the House to posipone
this until the next meeting.

-

Hon. Sir Josnua Has
It would be conver
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The Criminal It
Ordinance, 1969,

Adminisiration {Amendment)y (No, 2

The Bill passed the Committee

The Supreme Court (Amendment)

The Bill passed the Committee without amendment.

Sumplion,
House resumed.

HON., ATTORNEY-GENERAL:S

Sir, I have the honour to report (renocide Ordin-

ance, 1969, the Criminal Justice Admi 1 {Amendment)
(No. 2) if};“{iir;am;ae? 1969, and the Suprem C wm {Amendment)
Ordinance, 1970, have been consid I in Committee and agreed

to without amendment. [ now beg
a third time and passed.

o move that thev be read

This was agreed to and the Billg read a third time and

passed.

Motion on the Adjournment.

Hon, Sir JosHua Hassas

3
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Hon. MaJgor A, J. GACHE!

On a point of Order, Sir. T have heard this reference to me
yet again. May [ say, Sir, that the Honourable Member was a
great absentee from Gibraltar in the days when he was Chief
Minister., In the days when we were in a crisis there were many
week-ends when he had to be brought back from Tangier, Sir.
Maybe even from Spain. Therefore, I hope, Sir, that if we are
going to have difficulty in this House .

Hon, Sir JosHUA HASSAN:

Spain? [ was raising a matter of principle. The Honourable
and Callant Member does not seem to have a sense of humour,
so we have got to suffer that. But the main point is this ques-
tion of a possible date. In the old days the adjournment was to
4 fixed date. [ am not asking for that, but [ would ask the Chief
Minister, between now and the next meeting, to take 'this into
account. The most I would expect would be for him to say:
“We hope the next meeting will be within three weeks or within
four weeks or five weeks”, otherwise there could be a long lapse
and we would not know. We are also interested in knowing
what the programme of the House is.

Hon. CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, it seems by the way that the Honourable Lea-
der of the Opposition began to speak that I was more interested
than he was in getting the dates right. I assure the Honourable
\l[ember on the other side of the House that if T could I would
certainly give him a firm date. But the process of Government
is very much undetermined and, therefore, I would really be mis-
leading the Opposition if T were to give them a date, or even an
approximate date. And rather than be accused subsequently of
having led them up the garden path, I think that it is fairer for
me to say that perhaps if he looks at the paftern of things — he
can take it or leave it—the way things are going so far it would
seem that it is towards the end of the month. But certainly
[ would not like to commit myself one way or another.

The House then adjourned sine die.

The adjournment was taken at 7.45 p.m.



