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?he Eighteenth Meeting of the First Session of the First House of Assembly held
in the House of Assembly Chamber on Thursday the 16th Décembér 1971 at 6.00 p.m.
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PRESENT: .

Mr Speaker v o v v o % s 4 6 4 6 b v e e e ke . .(In the Chair))
. The Hon /. J Vasquez MA

GOVERNMENT :

The Hon Major R J Peliza, Chief Minister ‘

"The Hon M Xiberras, Minister for Lahour and Socizl Security and Housing
The Hon Major A J Gache, Minister for Commercial Economic Development
The Hon J Caruana, Minister for Public Works
The Hon W M Isola, Minister for Tourism and Municipal Services
The Hon Miss C Anes, Minister for Medical and Health Services
The Hon L Devincenzi, Minister for Education and Recreation.

The Hon R H Hickling, CMG,QC, Attorney General o
The Hon £ Mackay, CMG, FInancial and Development
P

The Hon P J Isola, OBE.

OPPOSITION:

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan, CBE, MVO, (;C, JP, Leader of the Opposition
The Hon A W Serfaty, OBE, JP : ' SRR
The Hon A P Montegriffo, OBE

The Hon M K Featherstone

The Hon:I Abecasis

The Hon Lt Col J L Hoare

ABSENT ;

The Hon E.J Alvarez, OBE, JP (who had notified his inability to attend due to
illness.,)

1N ATTENDANCE ¢
P A Gavbarino, Esg., ED, Clerk to che House of Assembly

At

PRAYER
Mr Spesker recited the prayer.

| QATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Thé_Hon.the Fiﬁangi@l_énd Development Seoretary took the Cath of Allegiance,

HON CHIEF MINISTER: - : .

Mr Speaker I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our friend the

Hen Mr .listair Mackay to thls Housce He has got a wonderful record of service in
the oapacity?that he is now undertaking here in Gibraltar. He was a member of the .
UK Treasury and Supply Delegation to Washington in 1951-54. After having entered

Her Majesty's Treasury in 1944 he was scconded to the Foreign Service Inspectorate and
was  there between 1957 and 195% He was Financial idviser to the British High
Commissioner in India between 1963 and 1966 and he served as Under Secrctaryin Her
“Majesty's Treasury from 1966 to 1971. I am sure the he will put his expericnce

and Enowlédge to the Bervicc of the Government and to the people of Gibraltar and T

would very much like to welcome him to this House. (Tapping on the table)

HON SIR JOSHUA HASS.N:

Mr Speaker, I would like to-associate mysclf cn bechalf of the Members of the
Opposition to the welcome given to Ir iiackey and we look forward to his eontribution
with his vast experience, to the affairs of this House ond to the interests of

Mihralter.
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Ir Speaker another pcrson who must be wielcomedis Mr Paul Garbarino

who is now the new Clerk to the House. Mr Paul Garbarinc also has

a wonderful record of scrvice. He scrved as Clerk of the City.Council
between 1946 and 1965 and Minutes Clerk between 1965 ~nd 1968 with
duties of a somewhat similar nature to the work he is now undertaking.
He also was sdministrative .assistant in the City Engincers Department
in 1968/69 and issistant Secretary from the 20t May 1969 and served
with us as Clerk of the Council of Ministers ever since we took office,
Right through he has been of tremendous assistance to the Government
and he has:now undertaken a very distinguished post where he owes |
loyalty to all the Members of this House and I have no doubt that he
will be able to discharge his new duties with the same efficiency

and success as he has done ih the past and I would liké to welcome

him. (Tapping on the table)

Mr Speaker I would like to associate myself with tncse happy remarks.
I have known Mr Garbarino for many years both from;his service in the
Council and later on when he was made Clerk of the Cqﬁﬁéil;of Minisﬁers
when there wag an administrative change that made this néccssary.”We
have also seen recently how much he was liked by the Press for‘%he
work he did as Press Officer and I am surc we are all very lucky to
have Mr Garbarino with us and I zm sure he will enjoy the work as much

as we will enjoy making him work. (Tapping on the table)

Mr Speaker, I am rising once again and this time it is to thank Mr -
Joseph Ballantine who was as you know the Clerk of this Housé until
Mr Garbarino tock over., During his time here I have no doubt we have
all appreciated how hard he worked to enhance the position.of the

Members of the Legislature and how well he got on with the Commonwealth

- Parliamentary lissociation and hlS other QutLes and I thlnk he served

this House with great 1mpart1a11ty and he is rcally an example for those

. who are g01ng to folloW him end T would like to thank him, (Tapplng on
the table) ' o P

O )
* ~

Mr Speaker, I do want to associate myself most sincerely with all-the -

“'remarks made by the Chief Minister. Then Mr Ballantine tock office

he very soon acquainted himself with ‘] the procedure of the .

'House nnd has been most helpful to all members of the House, He was .

“as the Chief Minister -said, particularly helpful and able in dealing

with delegates and members of the. Commonwealth Parliamentary ..ssociation

visiting Gibraltar in organising visits and in deing excellent work.

.. It is one of those happy cccasions where he is saying goodbye to us in

this House but we know he will be continuing to render very good

service to the .dministration of Gibraltar.
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I want to join in thc words of welcome oxprosscd both by the Chief
Minister and the Leader of the Opposition, both to the Hon Mr Llistair
Mackay and to our new Clcrk Mr Paul Garbarino. I also wish to express

my very sincere thanks to Mr Joe Ballantine for the excellent and

“efficient manner he has carried out his duties and has alsoc personally

‘looked after me during his term of office., (Tapping on the table)
MINUTZES '
The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 18th November 1971 which had

previously becn circulated were taken as rcad and confirmed,
COMMUNIC..TTONS FROM THE CH..IE

I would like to inform the House that I hove received two letters which
I would like to read,. The £irst one is from Lt Col J J Porral, the

Commanding Officer of the Gibraltar Regiment and it rcads as follows:
"Dear Mr Speaker

On hehalf of all ranks the Gibraltar Rogimont’ I request you kindly

to convey to all the Members of the House our sincore thanks for their
unanimous resolution zranting the Freedcm of the City to our Regiment.
May I also thank you in your capacity as Maycr for hawing carried out the
Conferment Cercmony, as indecd for the prescntation of the symbolic
scroll and its magnificent casket which we shall elways treasure, Believe
me Sir, this great honour that has been bestowed upon us by the People

of Gibraltar through their Representatives, is most deeply appreciated

by us who form Gibraltar's own Regiment,

Yours sincerely

John Porral

Lt Col Commanding, The Gibraltar Regiment."

I have also received a letter fromMajar M J ® LAdams, Officer Commanding,
1st Fortress Squadron, Rcyal Engineers. It reads:

"Dear Mr Speaker

On behalf of 211 the Royal Engineers in Gibraltar, I would like to

ask you to convey tc the Chief Minister, the Leader of the Opposition
and the Hon P J Isola, OBE, and all the Members of the House of Assembly,
our deep appreicaiton for the obvious goodwill reflected in the
speeches, and the attitude of the Members on Thursdey evening on the
occasion of the motion to give the Corps the Freedem of the City

next year when we held our Bicentenary Celebrations. The great honour
for the Corps of receilving the Freedom of the City of Gibraltar was

only cqualled by the goodwill of the Beople of Gibraltar reflected

in the speeches in the House of Asscmbly when voting on the motion.

Yours sincerely

Mike ..dams "
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‘ I have specifically read these two letters because I fecl sure that the

Members wish them to become part of the record of the House.

‘ , ®
DOCUMINTS L..ID:
The Hon the Chief Minister laid on the table. the folloving doaument:
. The Elections (1972) Supplement to 1968 Register of Electors
Notice 1971. ®

Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Financial and Development Secrctory laid on the table the
following documents: o
(1) Supplementary Estimotes NoJk of 1971/72.
(2) The Decimal Cuprency .ct 1969: Order undor Seotion 16(1).

Ordered to lie,

QUESTIONS [ND LNSWERS
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STATEMENT BY MINISTER FOR COMMERCIL.L ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Careful thought has been ziven since I took office to the feasibility
of developing the Port of Gibraltar as o contaiher transhipment

terminal and to the possibility of containerising our import cargo.

2. In order to form an assessment of transhipment traffic 27 prinipal

shipping companies of variocus notionalities trading to and from the Far
East and australia were approached late in 1969. They werc asked whether
they would expect to have any use for the Port of Gibraltar, No positive
response was received except from o shipping company in Liverpocol but
only with regard to facilitating the discharge of their cargo for

Gibraltar.

3. 4t the same time the Captain of the Port visited senior shipping
directors in London including one connected with the Far East Freight
Conference and the big container Consortic. 4availoble informetion was
also studied regarding requirements for containerisaticn including a
detailed paver presentcd to an Bconomic Commission for ..sia and the
Far Bast (EC.FE) Port Sominar prepared by the President of the
Maritime Services Board of New South Waleéi It was established that

for o container berth of 600-700 feet in length, vhich would be the

- minimum length we would neel for transhipment purposes, we would require

approximately five acres of cleared land exclusive of roadway and

~offices, and a Wharf .pron, approximatcly 125 feet inw idth would also

. . b .
be required for the operation of 2 transporter crane, an area which we

do not have at the Western Lrm, It is also generally accepted that a

container terminal would need to handle the better partof a million

- tons per year in ord@er iy hegs viable economic proposition., Furthermore
ea I .

the money required just:to: simply service the capital tied up in the

- provision of a container transport crans would amount to some thousands

of pounds per year, This, of course, is only one element, albeit

-, an important one, of 2 contciner transhipment facility.

li. In addition with no hinterlend and no manufacturing industrics

of our own a prdpect for the development of direct trade manifestly

~did not exist.

5e Ffdg these_brief‘faots it became clear that the greation of a

container transhipment terminal would need reclamation of vast areas
(Which may not e¢ven hove been feasible) and the investment of huge
sums f money with little if any potential positive economic return,

6. .Although the develcpment of the pdrt as éhcontainer transhipment

terminal was discarded, study continued as to the viability of providing

~faeilities to enable our cwn supplies to be imported in containers.

Contninerisation has obvious advantages 4o carriers who wish to

containerise. tieir fleets and thus reduce the time spent by their ships
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at Gibraltar from‘days tc hours, but it does not necessarily hold out
any ~dvantases to the consignee who is interested in the minimum landed
costs, or to the ultimate c.nsumer: the housewife who is interested
in obtaining her purchoses ot the lowest price. In 1970 two of the
leading contalner ports in Fnglend, Pelixstowe and Preston, were
.visited'ih order to obtain first hand knowledge of the necessary
equipment and handling methods and the m~ny problems involved in the
séqueﬁce of operationgy s a result of these visits I convened two
meetings in August 1970 which were attended by representatives of
shiﬁping and local port users, .t the sccond mecting it was decided
to obtain the consensus views of local consighees, including the
Services, and to attempt an assessment of the approximate tonnage
of container traffic which could bs expected. [ lodk at our import
tonnage figure is sufficicnt t° show that the provision of container
handling facilities would possibly be economic only if =11 general
cargo were to be imported in this manner and the facilities provided
in the form of the most basic ‘equipmént and on a2 common user basis.
Our published statistics include bulk cargOGS'which would never
be containerised and these amount to a considerable'percentage of our
imported tonnage. .. mojor handicap is the fact that in no case would
. the full advantage o«f cdntaincrisaticn - door-to—door from exporter
to consignee - be aveilable, Owing to the small parcels of many
ccommodities a large roportion of the total container traffic wculd
hzve to be packed at the Dort of export, or at an associated depot,
which increases handling costs encrmously and may well offset any
claimed freight sevings. In 21l cases the containers would have to
be stripped within the port arca on arrival in Gibraltar and much of
the gcoods placed in storage stefe cwing to the lack of storage space
evaileble to consignees in tho town. This is similar to what happens
in Gibr=ltar ot present, except that now we do not héve to unpack
.containers. By 'this time it had been ascertained that only two
shipping companies were (enerally interested in attempting to get all
their cargo containeriscd in standard 20 ft., containers i.e, Ellermen.
Pepayanni Lines of Liverpcol and the Medtrade Lines from Fedixstowe
end the Continent. It vecame pairly obvious at this stage that the
total cargo to he transportel in these containers, assuming that all
of thg cdrgo which‘ﬁas premised to be containerised would in fact be
55 packed, would only ~mount t¢ approximately ll,OdO tons per annum,
The only practical anl reliable method of handling these standard
= containers was found to be by using a derrick crane, Investigations
then showed thet the most suitelle crane in the light of experience
of puert authurities consulted in the UK would be a Henderson Derrick
crang, The cost of purchasing and erkcting such a pece of equipment
in Gibraltar wouldd cwount ¢ aphreximately £50,000. I am advised that
an across-the-spccetrum cverage welght of goods carried in stendard 20t

=7

containers spounts to 10 tons. .ssuming & discharge rate of 8 1lifts per
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¢ hotur thiswould amount. to 80, tons of cargo discharged per hour and_the

total utilisation of the crane would therefore amount to spproximately
140 hours per year. ..t q reasonable crane hire rate of £20 per hour
this would yield évrevcnﬁe of only £2,800. This would be insufficient
to cover the servieing.of the cepital cost of the equipment withofit

allowing for operating and maintenance charges.

" 7. Some of the information I have given the House so far is contained

in the innual Report of the Port Department for 1970. In fact reference
to the lack of uability in containerisation given in the Report has been
“reproduced in Lloyd's list for 15 September, 1971, and in the Financial
 Times Specinl Report on Gibraltar dated 6th October 1971, in an article

by Mr Joseph Garaeis - "Nced to revive tourism receives high priority."

8. The last views to be received were those of the consignees which

were expressed in a letter from the Chamber of Commerce dated 12

January this year., In their letter the Chamber of Commerce confirmed the
views expressed above and contained in the [nnual Report of ﬁhe Port

Depdrtment for 1970,

9. Accordingly I cannot recommend to this House that Government
expenditure with regard to the provision of-facilities for handling
standard 20 ft. containers can be justified on the gfounds of viabilitx,
at the present time. However this is not to say that there is not a
limited use for non-standard containers of a sizejwhich can be ha@dled_;.
by existing equipment., For example, a proportion of Scrvices' cargd
is regularly landed in this manner inh7%i Chacons,. Other Lines send
certain commodities, especially frozen goods, in- containers but in

. these cases the containers are stripped or partially stripped on board

ship,

10. There is general agreement that the best prospect for an increase
in efficiency of cargo handling at Gibraltar lies in maximum palletisation,

in the packaging of;oargo when ﬁraoticable in the largest crates that
are able to be discharged by ships' derricks, in thé greater use of
mobile handling equipment on shore and in increasing as far as possible
the proportion of cargo that is landed direectly on shore and removed

immediately by consignees,

11, With regard to this matter the Government has already made the
Transit Shed at the Western Arm available for stripping containers and
we are in the process of making available a decongestion area at
Waterport to ease sorting and handling., This facility should be

gvailable an the very near fluture.

12. A problem we havg had to face in connection with the transport
of containers within the port area was the 12 ton restriction on the
Viaduct. This has now been resolved and it has been possible to raise

the weight limit to 30 toms.
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HON A W SERFATY:

Mr Speaker, a very long speech which must have taken the Minister a
lonz time to prepare and T must congratulate him for it. But coming
down to earth, nobody thousht that this side of the House wanted to ®
or thought it necessary or viable to convert the port'of Gibraltar into
a container transhipment area. I may have not been clear in my
question but I was referring to the non standard container and there

is where the Hon Minister could do his best as I am beginning to

see that he is doing something obout it to develop this kind of thing.
If I remember rightly in his sneech the Honourable iinister said that
there will be no emonomy in the use of small non standard containers
and there I did not want..., I know I may be out of order, if I start ®

making a speech Mr Speanker,

You are entitled to meke a preliminary statement before putting a

question.

that I really had to say is that I am not in agreement with that

because o o o o

May I put the Honourable Member at ease o o ¢ o « o

Order! If the Hon Member wishes to cede way, by 211 means,

I certainly do, Mr Speaker,

What I said was that we did not consider that it was economically viable
to go ahead with providing facilities for containers of 20 ft and 4O ft,
We are certainly going ahead with providins facilities for the small
containers of the 5 ft even the 10 ft and of course, the non standard

containers of that size, Thank you.

That is what I really was aiming at, and T am quite satisfied provided

you go on with the necessary speed.
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STATEMENT - BY MINISTER FCOR TOURISM AND MUINICIPAL SERVICES

. TELEPHONE SERVICE

At an earlier meeting of the House, I said that arrangements were
beiﬁg'made toApublish a new telephone directory in the autumn of this

years.

Unfortunately, difficulties have been encountered with the printing,
apart from which it was found impossible to complete the draft on time
due to staff difficulties and delays by subscribers in supplying the

required informations

The draft has now been completed and is in the hands of the pinters.
Printing is due to start at the beginnin: of the yéar but dué to heavy
commitments they may take anything from four to six months to complete
the task. Arrangements are also being madeiﬁo publish a new directory

at two-year intervals in the future,

The new telephone ecquipment to be installed in the new Haven building

which will increase the capacity of the exchange by 2000 lines, 55% .3

of its existing capacity, is now beginning to arrive.

The installation is expectoed to take approximately 12 months and should

therefore be completed by the end of 1972 when the waiting list for -

telephones will be elimincted. " Work on the development of the external -

plant and wiring installstion of subscribers' premises has been in

progress for several months.

This extension of exchange equipment is over twide as larze as any
previously undertaken, It is hoped that this timé ample spare

equipment will remain after those on the waiting list are connected
so that it will be possible to meet apblicafibns for new connexions

virtually on demand for some time.

Has the Minister considered, now he is mentioning all these
improvements in the telephone service, of coming to an arrangement with
the Services Authorities so that one can dial éirect without having to
go throuch the various  axchanges? igm Services between t%;?selves

A,

have this, #ed At is most frustratingLﬁhe momentépne gets oﬂLgaarvices

. A N, {AA s
vhone or vice versa, that the?iégéé_g@t to g?”ﬁgﬂéﬁe or two telephone
exchanges which very often results in the person_having to hang up
because it tekes so long. i1l he please investigate the poésibility

therefore of having .31 exchanges within Gibraltar inter-dialling?
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Mr Speaker, Sir, this has been looked into in the past and it has not

been found practical but I will certainly take up Col. Hoare's

S

®

suggestion and look into the matter agein. Put it this way, no approach

has been made By the Services for this matter to come along with us, but

I will certainly make the neccessary investigations,

Mr Speaker, this is one that I pressed from the éfher'side, when I was
on the other side and the renly given to me was that they, were rather
afraid that military members would have telephone calls &wem England
and get away,with it without being booked .— I think thdé;is quite

&/S‘C«xi [P Sl :&JAM,M
impossible and7ﬁ$ is bomcth1n§ which is worth looking into,

There arc certain things as security, and I believe the Services like

to héve;their own telephone service connscted amongst themselves. This

. hoppens, let us be basic, in England. In the Dockyards in England they

have their own telephone exchange.

Yes, Mr Speaker, but I don't want to get'into the technicalities of the

services telephone exchange. But there are such things as scramblers

dn security lines.

I want to raisc a point on the statement. Two pointsg
all; he #oes not make it clear because 1t speaks about starting an
installation, but presumably the fact that part of the extension

is being installed will not be = reason for delaying the publication

- of the directory which is now cn commission, That is the first point,.

And the second point is, that it zives here the impression that when

... the installation is finishud there are going to be 2000 lines available.

Is thet correct? Or is it provision for 2000 lines as they are required?

On the question of the lines, it is 2 good question. There will be
provision for 1000 lines at present, but of course provision is being
made for QOOO ht-present on the waiting list at the end of November

thbrowere 600 people. By ‘thc time the external line plant is completed

_;p Novenber 1972 there will bo 600‘applications.leaving 400 lines free.
When these are taken up there will be another 1000, I am sorry, would

~_Yyou be good enough to repeat the first part of your question?

ToSvw
EECIES A

. The first pq“t of the ﬁuesulon was that the getting on with the present

directory Wlll not be in any way delayed by the fact that we have an

exten51on in hand,
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The idea is.to have ot present = new telephone directory right now
RN MR . 7
with subscribers as at ;resent, wWhen the provision for the 10001lines

is taken up it is hoped to have a supplement to the telephone directory

W' ich is being printed now.

The other point is, if in foct 1000 lineé are goinz to be installed

B5% of its existin: capicity should be probably 223%.
Sorry, provision for 2000 lines which will increase the telephone
capacity by 55%. Now, obvicusly, in the presentifpeople now start

coming in wanting more telephones we will be able to provide not only
1000 but more.

Yes, but the money we have voted here for the new telephoné exchange
is for 1000 lines,.

That is correct Sir,.
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. MOTIONS

Supplementary Estimates No.l of 1971/72.
Mr Specker, Sir, I have the honour to move that this House resolves ®
itself into Committec to consider the Supplementary Estimates Nook
of 1971/72 in detail.

This was ragreed to.and the Housc resolved itself into Committee. o

HOUSE IN COMMITTEE

Ttems 1 and 2 were agreed to and passed without amendment

Item 3. II. Public Works .nnually Recurrent ®

Mr Speaker, I would just like to add ve‘r& briefly 2nd point out to

the House this item of painting of Crown Properties and with particular
reference to = vote being asked for the painting of some of the blocks
in Laguna which lead on to Davil's Tower Road and this is an attempt
to beautify the approaches in the gener:l cuontext of the Clean City

Cempaign -oing on at »resent,.

; ) s NS ’61{
Do I take it then that in the next year TEU will be painting]the Q@

other blocks"': Yt is no good just painting the front and leaving the

back dirsy.

Mir Speaker, most of the blocks ~Te not in fact,

scheduled for paintin.: icse are the ones which are xposed to the
severe winds nrevailing in Tevil's Tower Koad. Those on the inside
are not so delapidatcd as those in front. If the Honourable Member
is observant hc will notice they are the brown blocks and the green )
blgcks. Ve are paintirg the gruen L19°KS 45 the brown blocks are in
pretty sood shope. Mozt yoor we will lock at any deficiency which might
arise,

3 3+ > D ) el
v b LG L. D8 =2 < .
This item was agreed to and passcd without amendment o

Item 4, XIT. Public Works Non Recurrent.

Mr Speaker, ~ooin T would like to point to the House +the purchase

of a second mobile swecper in view of the fact that the first one we @
received has been working very satisfactorily and doing a very

efficient and quick jobe we intend to buy this second one to introduce
more efficiency and quiéicer cleansing of our streets. inother attempt,

another step in the ladder of the Clecan City Campaign. (Hear, hear) ®

I was just going tc ask as this is costing a little more., Will this
be a little more versatile? The last -ne T believe, got in and out

of cars. Will this onc alsc wash the engine down as well? (Laughter) ®
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HON LT COL J L Yay I ask the Minister if he will ensure when this thing arrives,

(§OARE:‘ this new second machinc, he gives it its trisl run round Tlat Bastion

e

Road réun&'%hé”aﬁfAQQia shelter, It cledns that up it is & jolly

: good buy.
. . : ¥ _.".?,_ .4
HON SIR JOSHUA I am- rather intriszued, I would like to know why this mcchanical
caASSAN: : machine always earries o sweepcer with a broog next to the drivery
HON J CARUAN..: It is a very intercesting thing. The machine is now workin,; from one

end of Gibraltar to the other and the second one will break up the
e districts and there might net be any need for that so therefore there
must be sweepers at strate ic points who will assist the sweeper
so that they don't have to wet on and off the pavements continuously
since it is being overworked =t present.
®
HON LT COL J L ey I come back with just one more please, MrZSpeaLerz Cn item 35.
HOARE: May I have seme details nlease of what is covercd by this second phase
of the Camp Bay project? T mean 4£11,000. Can you 7ive some indication

@

of what is involved?

HON J CARUANA: Yes, Mr Speaker at the last House of issembly at.Supplementary

Estimates time, I think I informed the House, and I assured the

O

i

Hon and Gallant Member opposité that this work would he carried out.
In fact it was carried out sarlier than I had anticipated at that
particular House of sssembly Meeting and the work which this money is
intended to do is, we hope, to make that ﬁart of Camp Bay safe of
loose rocks, and to clear the whole area and also to put into good order

whatever damage has been caused by the rock falls.

HON IT COL J L How we prooéed to Itenm 37’ which is a new caravan parking site
QOARE ¢ extension, £3,500, May I ask how many caravans this new site is

supposed tc cover?  Thaet will be Item No,l, and Item No.2, what

revenue do we expect to set from it on an annual basis?

@ON J CARUANL: Yes Mr Speaker, this caravan sité is also one of those sections in
' Gibraita}, a sore spot, pickéd up and tackled. If. the House will
I recall this area had becn braided upby rusty, old, corrogoted iron for
meny, mony years and it ﬁﬁs very unsipghtly and, in fact, a shame on the
o touristic appro‘a_ch in Gibraltar, so we set upén improving ¢hds and st th-
B same time clearing the ereas behind this hoarding. The House will
recall the areé was used as a dump for scrap, old cars and old washing
machines etc, All this area was covered and is now usefully utilised
® partly as a caravan poris s;eoifioally for 8 caravans; secondly, further
back there is a storse for stock piling of zapregstes; thirdly it is

still used by the Derartment s a Public Yorks denot  and specifically
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what the Government intends to do in the not too distant future, is to
clear the caravans from the old caraven site in the front and move them ®
back to this new caravan site go that we can again cpen the front to
residents, I would say that apart from one or two passes t6 people

in trensit, the people who =are attempting to- stay behind in Gibraltar,
nobody is supposed to be lavinz in that area at the mcment, though ®
there are caravans parked in there, tut they should not be inhabited.

I they %re, they would be on a very, very, short term bosis - two to
three weeks time, So therefure from a revenue point of view, the

Government at this stagye is not getting anything but the Government

@
has been teckling the problem of caravans. We have clecred caravans
from ;’vaterport ares which was another recson for building this caravan
site. Lunkily, we did not have to use this and the number cof caravans
have dwindled. down significantlye. We have cleared Waterport and yet ®

this site is émpty. .t the same time in another House of ..ssembly
meeting, I think money was voted for the purchase of the Iris Hut at
Rosia Bay which was bought upome_oally for tke purpose of garaging
uninhabited caravans and thuse carc,v_ans which are there now uninhabited ®
in time will be ‘moved to that  ares and this is part of the chees
zame I play tc eliminate this unsightly shanty type effect from our
Rock,

[
He still has not answered my question. Hew many caravans will be berthed
there? .&lﬂ;%‘eu said ediht? I did. not hear it. .nd secondly when }zéifﬁ:,
weys full, what income do we oxpect to get from it? Ve are spending

money and therefore one czpects to zet money back for it. )

-ir, on the question of the Revenue side, mayf I inf'orm the Hon and

Gallant Member of the Opposition that on the other side of the road revem»
has always exceeded the expenditure., e hope that the actual revenue ®
from the eight caravans will eventually pay for the expenditure here.:

I am sorry, this +33 is not the answer I want. Whnt e we producing

or e,{pecﬁ)?:b produce in pcunds and pence? It is no ‘ggm telling me @

that we will zet the money bmok{e;a;s, of course, thlSLlS ot the only

cost to be recovered in rent, r"h:x'?s(j_s merely direct s . g‘:ﬁéﬂm

1& b,a .ﬂéoaa-i

Ft?t the vﬂue of the ground, the services, the rates and everything

eLse Wh_].Ch is included when cne is assessing rents. I u.nchrst'md(buu ®

it is unoffl@lul | that Jho ohrxge will be sometaing in the region of

RSy Ll ‘,nrt o :

£2 2 ,vwet,_k, Ir there are eiht caravans, this is £16 a week, 50

wecks a 2 year.. This comes to £800. This is the sum that I was aftere

It is as s:.rnple 25 that, » o @
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Mir Speu&er, I think that the idea of produ01n' this new caravan site

;15 not reully 2 cummor01wl venture,. in the interest of recovering

LK eN

the money at ¢ IL, If nscsesary we have to put money to be able to

clear the str“uts of FHealt~rr and other areas of Caravans whiech are

aocumulatlng and put ~n cnd to this sort of haphazard parking of
caravans, whlch T thinlz is unsishtly =nd undesirable here in Gibraltar,
hecause we have not ot the rcam,énﬁ the problem therefore arose how to
tackle this 28 gently® ~s possible. Te 4 tofind a place +to

park caravans either empty or oocupled and this has been the difficulty
but the eventual aim is to clear the present coravan site apd allow that
site which I think is o very K good site for the use of the peqple of
Gibraltar generallys Sc we did not look on this as a commercial venture,
as I said hefore, to recover the money we are spending on it, but more
as & social move to the henefit of Gibraltar zenerally., Now, what
revenue we get out of that, I assure you we shall do our best but T
think the Honourable Member will agree that there is o limit to what we

can charge the caravans in rents there,

May the Minister of Public TOrksnbear in mind when the existing

caravan site is movced to the other side of the road, that there are
certain areas in that site which are subject to rock fall f I
remember rightly this information was available to the Development

Committee of the last Government.

This will be borne in mind, and I am sure it has already been taken to
acecount and no caravans will be parked in the danger arcas, One: small.
point of interest, Mr Spesker. I would like to add, that I am very
grateful in fact, to the Boy Scouts, a group of youngsters who are, I

would say, attempting to paint the wall being erected there. I

. think it is a great effort they are puttins on. They ore boys af ages

12 to 13, who are doing cverything possible to paint that stretch of
wall,

I am pleascd to hear fhat, because I have an interest in them. But

may I remind the Hon Minister that they arc not Boy Scouts. Nowadays

they are Scouts. (Laughter) o

Vay I remind Hon Members that we took a vote on this item about a

quarter of an hour 280 end erhwps wWe mlbht Z0 on to the next item,

hls 1tem wa.s agreed to mnl passed Nlthout Jmendment

Items 5 to 7 were agreed to and passed without amendments.
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‘Ttem 8. XXV. Telephone Service 15.Purchasc of Private Branch Exchange. -

Stz “\

ON IT COL J L Mr Speaker do I undérstand thot iewdmes 15,, = £L254 = #mks dis.a second |
OARE: private automatic branch exchange, which is Being used,becouse we o

passed the money on the last occasion for one? l |

ON W M ISOLA: This is correct, Sir. This is the sccond one.
Hwtﬁkgklx A

HON LT COL J L And T see here, it is said.Lto be off'set. Doss that mean that we get

HOARE : the volue back immedistely? :

HON W M ISOLA: No Sir, we do not get back the value immediately. Ve get this back over @
the course of the year, and whnt happens is that when one orders a PBX
they have to agree to takc it fur a minimum period., Normally, it is
about five years,

®

HON LT COL J L My uncertainty was tho use of the word offset. To me ‘t}iﬁ; means

HOARE: completely offset, if it does not say anvthing to thepdééj\f-;';n’%e. But
that is not the case. You are charging rental, Thank you.

' ®
16. (new) Telephone Scrvico

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: How many actual Helephiones are involved in this?

L

HON FINANCIAL & Mr Speaker .2isht are involvad, Fight telephones in the private homes

DEVELOPMENT - of eight members of the staff of the telerhone service where the

‘SECRETARY: telephones are necessary vecause tney have got to be on call at all

|

| . times.

} imes _ ’ . ®

HON LT COL J L To add to that:may I have an assurance that these individuals pay part

HOARE: of the cost of these telerhones if they use them for their own private
PUrposes? :
purpo A PS

HON FINANCIAL & The answer 3ir, I understend, is that the posit:fon is that officers

DEVELOPMENT |, - on salaries up to a certain point have the telephones installed free.

SECRETARY : 5ot Officers with salaries above a certain point are required to pay half ®
of the rental,

Item 9. XXVI. Tourst Office
HON A W SERFATY: Sir, under 23, should not the affected booths have been insured against
f fire and why did the Government have to pay’r’ It is stated that part .
‘of this excess efxpenditure was due tb the outbreak o fire at the fair
? ground,
HON SIR JOSHUA Does this mean that the firpe was a Sundry festivel? (Laughter) -

HASSAN ¢
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Out of the £1956, the House Will recall that years ago the City Counci’
used to pay a contribution of £1000 to the fair so that brings down
that figure. At the next Budget we will actually include this £1000.

- So in actual fact really, assuming we did have a City Council, the

actual cost would have bheen £956, This increase is mede up, not actual

as a result of the firg itself. Vages have increases substantially.

The unfortunate fire of the fair ground involved an element of quite =
considerable amount of overtime to get the fair back to its proper
level. by that evening. The higher cost cf materials this year - I dor
know whether to laugh or not - an increase in the number of fireworks

purchased (Laughter) and also the award of a hiéher cash prize for_floa

I nofiog there are a numbcr of items under sub head XXVI. Cost of Livir

- addition. In the last meeting we dealt with expenditure for this

very purpose, cost of living, under Héad‘ll and 12 sc now we have
covered three Heads. Can I have some indication of when the further
Heads, which are affected by this cost of living adiition from the

1st April, -are likely to come?

- Mr Speaker, I do not think I éan answér that question. I would say

just this, that the practice thét T have found.here and which I endor-

is that the House is approached for supplementary provision, or as and

when the Departments find that they need more funds to enable them to g

.on paying the salariecs of their staff, together with the cost of living

allowgnce which was approved after the Estimates were passed last year
and the provision was made. Now the departments come,and we come.,

to this-House, for provision only when it is clear that the department
will need more funds and cannot meet the cost of living allowance by
meané of savings on its staff vote. I hope this has answered the

question,

This atem was agreed to and passed without amendment,

Item 10 was asgreed tc and passed without amendment.

RESUMPTION

The House resumed.,

Sir, I now move that the votes detailed in Supplementary Estimates

No.k4 of 1971/72 be approved,

Before putting the question lr Speaker invited discussion cn the
motione There being nc response Mr Speaker then put the question

which was resolved in the affirmative.

The motion was accordingly carried. .
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BILLS ;
FIRST AND SECOND READINGS

(1) The Contract and Tort (smendment) Ordinance 1971.

The Hon the Minister for Commercial Economic Development moved that
a Bill for an Ordinance to amend the Con{:ract and Tort Ordinance and

to make amendments consequential thereon be recd a first time.

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resclved in the affirmative.

The Bill was read a first time,

HON MAJOR L J Sir, Honourable Members will be aware of the fact that I am no lawyer.
GACHE : However the subject of Contract and Tort is a Defined Domestic Matter,
and one falling within my capacious portofolio. Therefore, I rise
to move that the Contract and Tort (Amendment) Bill bz read a second
time, The objects and reasons of this measure are sct cut in the ®
explanatory memorandum at the foot of the Bill, and I wilk therefore
draw the attention of members to the contents of that memorandum. In
brief the Bill seeks to reform our local law on the lines of recent
English reforms on tyo suljects. One, matrimonial affairs, ard the ®
other, the law on misrepresentation., This, of course, should not
apply to political manifestos. Honouruble Members will remember the
immortal advice of Punch to the young man contemplating matrimony '
surmoned up in a single word., "Don't". (Laughter) As a result of th%
reform proposed by the new part 1l to the Ordinance, the hazard of
matrimony wili, I hope, be relieved, In olden times, sacrifices were
made at the altar and the custom is still, I believe, continued. A
happy marriage takes time. 4 zirl gets merried, a man becomes marriedg.
just as he becomes bald, or dare I say plump. But with the reforms
proposed by the bill, the lot of engaged couples will, T hope, be
made more clear than it is today and the future, of course, of their
lives made the easier, I will draw the attention of Honourable )
Members in particular to the last section of the asw part 11 undei' which
savings from housekeeping money will in the absence of agreement to
the contrary, be treated as helonging tc the husband and wife in equal
shares. At present such money saved by the wife strictly speaking ®
belongs to her husbapd. Well, 8ir, let us sec if we can lay down an
equitable rule on this point, perticularly now that so many women are
in employment, and contribute to their homes. TThe other provision of
this part secks to do mJ vith the concept of women as property and g
new section 34 will overcome UK misrepresentation ict of 1967. In
particuler, the new Section 38 confers a new right to damages - for the
present low does nct give a risht to damagesfor loss resulting from a
misrepresentation, unless it is fraudulent or contained in a contractuagy
term. While on this subjcct, it might be helpful to Hon Members to

know that I =m 2t prosent studying the Trade Diseriptions Act of 1968
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of the United Kingdom with a view to the intrciuction here of a
~ measure on similar lincs. This, however, is likely tc take some little
e ) time, and in the interim the adoptidn of the UK Misrepresentation Act
takes us a little further on thc road tc fair dealings and fair
contracts. 4t the beginning og this year at a meeting with the
‘Tntegration with Britein Party when I came down from the rocftops onto
® si Lt a bicyole, I referred tc integration as a bioyoie which if you did not
meve forward you fell of, Well tonight, lr Speaker, I wish to refer
to the law as being like a Wheelbafrow, It stands still unless someone
pushes it along. I believe the bill now before the House will push
O this law along and I hope will improve our law.and asist in our

progress, I therefore commend it to the House. (Tapping on the table)

Mr Speaker then invited discussion on the general principles and merits

of the Bill,

o
HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: Mr Speaker, I agree with the principle but I don't know whether I can
agree with the merits, for the very simple reason that I don't think
any legislation can: brings about happier engagements or happier marriages.
@ It is a question of fecple's attitudes,  -But there is one point in which

I am sure the bill will nov succeced, and that is in convincing the wife

that the money for housciuciin~ is shared equelly by bothe (Cries of

... hear, hear)
HON SIR JOSHUA Mr Speaker, I welcome the Hitl.  “hen I saw the bill on the Order
HASSAN: ' Pdper and T saw that it was going t2 be presented by the Minister for

Commercisl Higonomic Deveiopment, T wondered whether he had also been
Rgiﬁeh the poftfblio of matchmﬁ:ing and marriage counsellor, in addition
té his many other dubies. (Laushter). I wes rather surprised that it
was his aegis, of course, T can see that misrepresentation comes
directly under his responsibilitj in view of the fact that he told the
ﬁgdple of Gibraltar he vas joiﬂg to be o Minister in Gibraltar and live
in London, but anyhow, I con see that even from the point of his
' praCticél portfolio, misrepresentation is one which is very much his
concern and T wdélﬁéfyuglad tc hear him say;fhat he is thinking about
C i ;
® the Trade Descriptions Act, because this is very essential, Now wasy
it will be in respect of its implementation in Gibraltar because of
SR labelling and so on, is a matter which of course, I am sure is being
. considered, Now this small~eontribution to bring up the law to
o standards in England is terribly helpful for most of us who have to
spend our lives arguing,because laws change in England and if they
don't change here, for onc thing we have no text book to be guided by,
and therefore it is very welcome. It has been hailed in England, .
® the first part, as one more of the measures of emancipation of women in
so far as a servant or as an item of property as the Minister has said.
It will have its growing peins when it is introduced into Gibraltar,
particularly this question of the housekeeping money, but generally

PY cne will welcome a 3ill of this naturc.
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lir Speaker then put the question which was resclved in the ai’firmat@.
The Bill was read a second time,

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL: Sir, I beg to give nctice that the Committee 3tage and Third Readings
L

of this Bill should be taken to the next meetinz of the House.
This was agreed to.

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL: Sir, I beg to move that this House should resclve itsdf into Committee

to consider the next five hills on the order paper clausc by clausee @
This was agreed to and the House went into Committee

HOUSm 1IN CGaiITTae
The Adoption of Children (J;mendment) Ordinance 1971, ®

The Bill passed the Committee without amendment.

The Military Service (Repeal and Consequential Provisions)
Ordinance 1971, Q

The Bill passed the Committee without amcndment,

The Cemetery (Amendment) Ordinance 1971.
The Bill passed the Committee without amendment. ®
The Criminal Offences (.mendment) Ordinance 1971.

Clauses 1 to 6 were agreed to and stcod part of the Bill.

The First Schedule was aoreed tc and stocsd part of the Bill, ®

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL: 8ir, I beg to move a small amendmént in the second schedule in the
terms which I have, I hope, circulated to the Honourable Members. o
The amendment I would pronose ié that in the second schedule in the
reference to the Criminal Justice .dministration Ordinance Chapter ®
36, bearing under the second schedule of paze 78, there be inserted
the following words: "In subsection(?) of section 43 (Evidence by
Certificate)" the words ™Section 114 or 120 or subsection(2) of
section 134 of the Criminal Offences Ordinance or " be deleted. ®
That amendment simply curcs what will be an erroneous cross reference
in the Qriminal Justice fdministration Bill, which I unfortunately

noticed only after the hill was printed’ Sire

The Second Schedule as amended was agreed to and stool part of the Bill,

The Third Schedule was sgrecd to and stood part of the Bill,

The Long Title was =grsed to and stood part of the Dill,
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The Income Tax (nmenaquu)(dn 2) Ordinsnce 1971.

The Blll yassod the uammlttee wihout amendment.

RF“UMETION

The House resumed°

Sir, I have the honour to report that the nloption of Children

1

(Ame a’ment): Bill; the Hilitary Service (Repeal anl Conseguential

Provisions) Bill; - the Cemetery (lLmendmen’) Bill; the Criminal Offences

(Amendmer.t) Bill; and the Income Tax (“meniment)(No.2) Bill have been

considered in Committee end.agreed to with oneminor amen’ment to the

Criminal Offences (Amendment) Bill, and I now move that they be read

a third time and passed,,

Sir, I would Just 1like to sa 2y a few words dn the question of the
I did s hat I had one or two

Chief

at the last meeting

Ldontion Bill, say

amendments in mind to propose hole, and. I hal a word with the

Minister and the Lttorney General., Thére was some provision though

we had not really taken much, at least T hal nét, thoush I am dealing

with that Orlinance every day in my work, taken much notice of, but

it is not as zool as we misht have wanted, and there has been a

subsequent cmendment in the United Xingdom that woull mzke the section

which T wa: 2oncernet more vorkabie. Dut it requlres the ordinance

liv which is the 1926 QOrdinance, Nthh has not been amended

R

zene

,-:

except for & Sfew uoings, regulres o little more specific looking into

and rather than have an amendment

with

and provide for certoin contingencies

i s'“‘+itution, it is somethin.s thet time, one could look at

prcfitably. T ecertainly would be guite happy to have a word with the
attorney General about it ond see whethor the Law Revision Commibttee
could Tonk Inio ite 45 to orovisional orders and things like that,
tnerb is a gap now in that lszisletion which in present circumstances,

is mowre noticeable than before, and that is why I have not put in any

I just like to say that for

1

of the amcndments, as I said before,

the record,

Sir, I would like to welcome the interest shown by the Honourable
and Learned Member in this particular subject on which he has, I know,
wicde and deep experience in Gibraltar.

a 1949 Act

a number of reforms cifected in

The present Ordinance is baseAd
of Parliament and in England, certainly, there have been
this legislation since that time, I
shall, therefore, by only too happy to get in touch with him with a
view to putting before this House such improvements in the law as we,

and the Law Revision Committee may consider necessary.
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Mr Spéaker, I welcome the interest that the Hon and Learneld Leader

of the Opposition has always taken on this and also, of course, the
Lttorney General. This is very much a matter of course, which is my
responsibility under Defined Domestic Matters and I shall certainly

listen to the advice and suggestions given by the Leader of the

o

. Opposition and also, of course, the advice that, in the strictly o

technical sense, the Lttorney Goneral will offer to the Government

senerally,

The RBills were read a third time and passcd.

LADJOURNMENT

Mr Spcaker, before I move the adjourmment of the House =1 hope it will
not he necessary to hold another meeting before the ysar is out= I would
like to say that 1271 h~s becn markel by the political heat generated
in this House, and the “iarm conviviability that has cxisted in the

ante room as Vyou yourself mow Sir, and in this spirit of temporary
political peace and goecdwill, I would like to wish you Sir, the Loyal
Opposition and the Honcurzble I'riends to the Government, = Very Happy

(SR

Christmas and a Bricht New Ycar, (Tapping on the table)

Sc¢ many have been included by the Chief iMinister that I would like to

agsociate mysclf with his reumarks without mentionine them all, ®
(Tapping on the table)
May I, before the acdjournment, also wish all Honcurable lMembers a
Happy Christmas and a most Prosperous New Year. (Tapping on the table) °
Sir, I have the honour to move that this House do now adjourn sine die.
Mr Spesker then put the question which was resolved in the affirmative.
The House adjourned sine die, ‘ ®
The adjournment was taken at 8.20 p.m.
o
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