





(4).TheeLocaleosf (Amendment) Regulationsfl97l.
(5) The Post Office ( "rivetwsletier Box)(Amendment) Regulations 1971.

(6) The British Commonwealth and Foreign Post (Amendment) Regulations
1971.

Ordered to lie. o

The Hon the Minister for Housing and Publlc Works laid on the table

the following document:
The Building (Amendment) Rules 1971

Ordered to 11e.

_The Hon the Minister for Tourlsm and Munlclpal Serv1ces, laid on the
_table the follow1ng documents: :

(1) The Traffic (Experimental Scheme) Orden 1971
(2) The Trafflc (Parkan and Waiting) Order, 1971,

1
Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Minister for Medical and Health Servlces laid on the table
the following documents:

(1) The Hospital (Fees and Charges)(Amendment) Rules 1971.
(2) The Soft Drinks Regulations 1971.
(3) The Preservatives in Food Regulat;ons 1971.

Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Attorney General laid on the table the following documents:

(1) The Gibraltar Regiment Regulations 1971. )
(2) The Gibraltar Regiment (Pensions) Regulations 1971,
(3) The Civil Aviation (Investigation of Accidents) Regulations 1971.

Ordered to lies 5 ifltf

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary lald on the table the
followlng documents: C

(1) The Financial Year Order 1971.

(2) The ‘Decimal: Currency Ordlnance 1971 (No.h of 1971) Order under
Section 10, :

(3) The Decimal Currency (No.z) Order 1971.

(4) The Decimal Currency (Appointed Day) Order 1971.

(5) The Decimal Currency (Stamp Dutieé).Order'l971;

(6) The Imports and Exports (Control )(Amendment) Regulations 1971.
(7) The Price Control (Draugnt Beer) Order 1971..

(8) Draft Estlmates of Revenue and Expendlture for 1971/72.

" Ordered to 11e.
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STATRIENT BY THE [IMISTER POR TOURIS! AND UNICIPAL

SERVICES

Sir,

“ In view of C?hfllCtlng prﬂnouncements on Tourism the .icuse

:1w1ll WlSh ta havé some authorltatlve 1nf0nnat10n on the
’Tourism figures and the efforts being made by various means
'toxachieve our objectives of Policye.

T now have the opportunlty to give the House a brief factual

appreclatlon of the trends in trafflc durlng 1970 and what

we propnse to do in 197L.

Statistics are a cantroﬁersial and boring subject but it is
important that facts shnuld be speit sut clearly so that

our engnies may take no confort from misleading and inaccurate
state .ents deliberétely put o~ut by peorle and é;urces who should
know better and our friends be reassured of the succass
CGibraltar is achieving in Tourism despite serisus problems.

In rélating thezf{gures for 1970 and cdmpéring them to

1969 i woulablike,tﬁ remind the House that the Algeciras Ferry
was operating to Gibraltar from the lst January, 1969, to the
29th June, 1969, Durlnr that perlod of tlme the ferry accounted
for 64,600 arrivals from Spain. When you add to this figure
passengers arriving from London en route to Spain through the
Algeeiras ferry during this period and the guest nights sold by
hotels in respect ~f many of these passengéfs who arrived stayed
the night iﬁ Gibraltarfand_tﬁem went on to Spain you will
realise the serious loss to our touist figures suffered as a
Tesult of the withdrawal of the Sb&%%éh ferry. Desfite these
serious incursions into sur tourist traffic 231,785 guests nights
were sold by hotels in 1970 as compared to 235,235 in 1969; a
mere 4,000 guest nights less than in 1969, This means that as
regards guest;nights-wg hadgal:ost ﬁade up by the end of 1970 the
losses of traffic directly resulting from the withdrawal of the
Algerciras Ferry, During the months of January to June, 1969
11,366 guest nights were sold by hotels in Gibraltar and

during the same period for 1970, 102,74, 1.0, 8622
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less nights than in 1969 during the pBriod throughout Q:)
which the /Algeciras Ferry was operating.

5. All the other months of 1970 showed an increase
in. guest nights sold as opposed to 1969 €.,g8. between

July to September 1970, 87,717 guest nightts were sold

. as opposed to 8L,794 during the same period in 1969.

‘In October 1970, 18,222 guest nights were sold as

opposed to"17,393 in 1969, The month of November

showed quite an increase on the previous year when 11,845
guest nights were sold as opposed to 10,881 in November,
1969, an increase of some 8. 9% on the previous year.

6. The trend of increase continued during the month
of December, with 11,257 guest nights sold as opposed
to 10,801 in December, 1969.

7. There are two factors to which I would like to refer
which militated against an increased rate of growth
during the months of July to September in 1970. These
were, firstly, that scheduled flights of the airlines
were fairly fully booked twoughout the reriod in questiocn
and a considerable number of extra flights nad to be put
on the Gibraltar run; secondly as the average length
-of stay increased from 4,8 days in 1969 to 5.5 days in
1970 there were occasions dqringtJuly to September, 1970

where there was difficulty in securing hotel accommodation,

8. With regard to the first factor it isy, of course,

of little satisfaction to my department which has
undertaken intensive efforts to advertise and promote
Gibraltar to learn that scheduled flights to Gibraltar
ddring the summer 1970 could hardly cope with demand.
Many potential tourists may have gone to other
destlnatlc@s because of the heavy demands for seats

on - the Glbraltar run. If we are to achieve rapid growth
with tourlsm it is important that our tourists should be
able to get to Gibraltar without undue difficalty.

9. The second factor to which I would like to refer
is the question of hotel accommodatlon durlng the peak
periods, So far as the economy is concerned clearly it
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| 5. Y
is in, the 1nterest of Gibraltar as a whole that there
should be ample hotel accommodation to ‘deal with
tourlst trafflc durlng ‘the peak periods of July to
September._w I would like to stress that the Government

is successfully encouraglng hotel development in
Gibraltar and I am pleased tos ay that duringt his
year two large hotel developments will get under way
and I have no doubt that such hotels when fully
operational will lead to a rapid- state of grcwth of

the tourist industry in Gibraltar.

10. I need not tell Members that tourism in the modern
“world is an important industry and also most competitive.
Tourism depends enormously on salesmanship and promotion.
" The Government is keenly aware of this and is spending
more money than ever before in promoting Gibraltar as

a holiday resort.

11. The Winter Campaign promotion resulted in an
increase of hotel nights sold during the winter of 1970
as opposed tothe Winter of 1969, and a@ far as the
Summer 1971 Campaign 1s concerned in the first twenty
days of this Campaign 27,441 coupcn responses were
received as compared to 25,011 in the first 91 days of
the 1970 compaign. Had it not been for the Post Office
strike I am sure the response would have been g reater.

12, At the same time as this Campaigh was carrying on
new point of sale material: has been produced as well
as a new colour brochure and poster. The material

is of excellent quality and has becn much appreciated
outside Gibraltar where it has been_dlstrlbuted

to Travel hLgents in the United Kingdom through our
London Office in conjunction with a specialist

. placement firm. As I said pefore tourism is
salesmanship and promotion and it is a matter of sad
regret for me and the Government thaf those who stand
to benefit most through-tourism in Gibraltar are
unBrtunately frustrating the Government's efforts with
a destructive attitude instead of offering constructive
criticism, If our main trading organisations, 1like
the Chamber of-Commerce,decfy the value and potential
of Gibraltar as a tourist centre not_bnly in Gibraltar
but to travel writers and feature writers from outside
how can they expect travel agents and potential
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holidaymakers in the United Kingdom to take

-seriocusly our promotion and publicity campaign in

the United Kingdom carried cut mainly at the Gibraltar
taxpayer's expense? The Government is undeterred

by the lack of goodwill shown in these guarters and
broposes to continue its campaign to promote more
tourism in Gibraltar for the benefit of Gibraltar as

a whole, but .from which many in the private sector will
particularly benefit.

13. Despite efforts of those who seek to denigrate
Gibraltar and its potential by what appears to be
antipathy to the Government; despite the withdrawal

~of the Algeciras ferry; despite the withdrawal of
- the £50 travel allowance; despite that travel writers

are featuring more non-sterking area resorts; despite
that more tourists are taking non-sterling area winter
holidays; despite the fact of the highly competitive
cost. for helidays to other resorts that major tour

operators are able to offer; despite all these

factors, the numbers- of guest nights sold in Gibraltar
continues to" rlse. Furthermore the bulldlng of two
entirely new hotels with their own new sources for
attractlng holldaymakers to Gibraltar will ensure

the rapld growth of tourism in Gibraltar that we all
wish to see, '

1. SlP, I am confident that the realistic policy of
the Government on tourism is gradually achieving succeces
and that this success will lead to greater prosperity
for Gibraltar as a whole.

Sir, may I ask a question or two from the Honourable

‘Minister for Tourism and may I first say that I

congratulate him on his speech, I couldn't have done it
better myself. I am also glad to hear that somebody

in the Government believes in t he future of tourism.

The two questions I would like to ask him are whether
he can - not now necessarily but at some future date

- give us the numbér of entries into Gibraltar, which
is perhaps more 1mportant than bed" occupancy, or rather,
guest nights. Uhdoubtedly these figures show that

the béd‘dccupéncy has been almost as good as last year,
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but they definitely reflect the fact that because

occupancy has: becn greater than last year - 5.5 instead
of 4.8 - it does bear out the fact that we have had
less visitors to Gibraltar, considerably less than
these figures bear out, and we would likc to have these
figures at some future time,

The other question I would like to put to the Honourable
Minister for Tourism, and I am not doing it with my
tongue in my cheek, is, that if he believes that the
building of hotels is so important - as it is in fact

so iﬁpcrtant - why doesn't he convince his Chief
Minister, who apparently also acts as MNinister for
Economic Development, not to carry out the development
of hotels one at a time, Apparently he is now going

to wait until the Parcaer . . . o

order, I am afraid that we are talking on tourism and
not on how to proceed on hotel development.

Mr Speaker, I would like to remind the Honourable

Member that if he wants to debate this, the proper

manner as we've said in this House many times, is to

bring a motion on the adjournment and I shall be delighted
to answer the Honourable Member.

This is not a matter, Mr. Speaker, that is really a
matter for debate; it is a simple question and I can't

get an honest answer from the Honourable Chief Minister.

With a1l due respects, Mr Speaker, I think I have
answered a question before which thoroughly painted the
picture of the interest that the Development and

Planning Commission is taking on this issue, and that
I personally have taken, and I think perhaps the hotel
developers themselves at some stage will be able to say
the important part that I have played in expediting the

building of these two hotels.

Sir, may I ask which two hotels are being referred to,
I dont know of two hotels, I know of one, Sir.

The two hotels, Mr Speaker, if you will allow me to answ.r
the Honourable Gentlemen, are of course the one at
Governor's Parade, so called now the Holiday Inn Hotel,



" 'and the other one, very well known and on the books .
«- ©  for many years back, the Parcar Hotel.:
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STATEMENT BY MINISTER FOR INFORMATION,  PORT, TRADE
AND INDUSTRIES :

ez R

~-Throughout history, people have combined for certain
purposes, mainly for defence against common enemies,
. Consumers' Co-operation originated in Britain in the

Hungry Forties of the last century, when the workers

~of the industrial north suffered a long period of low

wages, evil ‘conditions in employment and the exploitation
of petty shop-keepers to whom many of them were in debt.
Hardly the case in Gibraltar today, evén after seven
years of cold siege. Why then Co-operation? Why

then thc Bill before the House today.

2. This Government within a month of taking office
decided to revive and press forward with the necessary
1egiSlatioh which would permit the formation of
Consumer Co-operative Societies in Gibraltar; with the
aim of bringing down tbé cost of 1iving.

3. The Cdnsumers' Co-operative movement in Britain

wag the pioneer, of mcdérn consumefs cd-operation.

When in 18LL a”étore‘was founded in Rochkdale, Lancashire
by'28 wofking men; The men, these working men known

as the "Rochdale pioneers" based the operation of their
co-operative society'on principles'whiéh have been
imitated throughout the world. Their four main principlces
were:

(1) open membership; (2) democratic controlj; (3)
distribution in proportion to purshases; (L) limited
interest on capital.

ol The Rochdale store was started by the members

~investing small sums of money at a low fixed rate of

interest (3% per cent). 511 members had an equal

vote in deciding policy, irrespective of the size of
their investment, and’ the net trading profits after
payment of interest were repaid to members as a rebate
on purcbéses. - Later, new members could join on payment
of one shilling deposit on a £5 share, the balance being
paid out of accumulating rebates on purchases.  ./nyone
could buy from thef§ociety for cash and anyone could

join the society and become entitled to the devidend,
i.e. rebate on purchases. '
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5.~ The Role of Government in relation- to this bill
is one of act1ve belpfulness, intended to stimulate ]i>
Co-operative enterprise, to guide it and keep it on
sound lines without either attemptlng to compel or
tox*epboe local 1n1tlat1ve or self help.

&

?6. Membershlp of a Co—operatlve society is voluntary
‘and is ‘available w1thout artificial restrlctlon on any
s001al, polltlcal or rellglous restrlotlon9 to all
‘persons who can make use of its services and are

' w1111ng to‘accept the respon81b111t1es of membership.

'7. Co-operative societies are democratic organisations.
Their affairs areiadministered by persons elected or €
appointed in a manner qgreed by the members and
accountable to them. Mémbers of prlmary societies
enjoy equal rights of votlng and partlclpqtlon in
decisions affectlng thelr soc1et1es. " In other

than primary societies the admlnlstration is conducted
on a democratic basis in a suitéble form, share capital
receives a strictly limited rate of interest if' any.

The alms of the 8001ety are to bring the people together

&

H1n an endeavour to curd r1s1ng prices especially those
which have e bearing on the cost of llvydg.

8. Surplus or savings, if anys arlslng out of the
operﬁtlons of asociety belong to a member of that
8001ety, and are d1str1buted in such a manner as would
avoid one member gaining at the expense of others.
This is done by decision of the members as follows: - ¢

(a) by prov181on for development of the business of the
co—operatlve,

(p) by provision of common services; or ®

(c) by distribution among the members in propertion
to their transactions with the Society.

9. The possibility of establishing such a society in ®
Glbraltar was raised by the Glbraltar Trades Council

in 1966, as a result of which Mr T N Bottomley visited
Gibraltar in 1967 under technical assistance arrangenents
made by the Mln1stry of Overseas Development to advise ‘\
onthe subject. Mr-Bottomley submitted his ‘

report in 1967 which was Forwarded to the Transport
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and General Workers' Union, the Gibraltar Trades
Council, the Gibraltar Chamber of Commerce and
Housewives' Association in January 1968 for their
comments . With the exception of the Chamber of
Commerce, who cxpressed disagreement, all other
Bodies had, by November 1968, agreed in principle to
the introduction of the necessary legislation in
Gibraltar.

10. In January 1969 the matter was considered by the

previous administration who decided to promote the
necessary legislation if the Unions were still prepared
to t ake an active participation in establishing a
society. This was duly confirmed by the Unions on
the 28th January 1969, but the matter was sgain allowed
to rest until it wés revived by the present Government
in November 1969, when it was agreed that the necossely
legislation‘should be proceeded with.

11. As I announced in the Housé on the 7th July 1970,
print ing difficulties led to further delays in the pre-
paration of the Bill which was, however, read for the
first time at the last meeting of the House thus
bringing to fruition a very desirable measure which we

hope_will be taken advantage of and used for the benefit
of the people of Gibraltar.

12. TFor the reasons I gave at the beginning - mainly

because of rising prices in Gibraltar as in the rest

; 0§@the world - the Government has decided to produce

this bill. In doing so the Government is providing
the framework or machinery for others to use, because
one of the dangers which assail co-operatives is too

much Government interference. The position now,

therefore, is that any group of persons, not being less
than 10 in number, who wish to Jjoin together witn the
object of protecting themselves against rising prices,
through a co-operative society, will find that the
bill provides the statutory backing for and reguletion
of such an enterpfise.

1%3. When an application is made to the Registrar
of Co-operative Societies, who is tobe appointed
under the bill, the Registrar shall register the




B appllcan’c soclety if it complles with the various
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_»requlrements of the 1aw.» There is an appeal to the

sl

Governor againgt the refusal of the _Reg;,_strar to accede to

any application.

“ 1k, Papt ITT of the bill deals with the duties and

privileges of societies registered "undef fhe bill. This part of
the bill is mainly of a technical nature, affecting such matters
ags the amendment of bye-laws of societies, registered address,

inspection of documents, and financial arrangements.

l5. Part IV is concerned with membership. The salient points
here are that members must be at least 18 years of age and
resident as prescribed in the Society's bye-laws, that payment
must be made before rights as a member can be exercised and that,
generally, a person may be a member of only one registered

society whose primary object is to grant loans to its members.

16. The remaining Parts of the bill, which on the whole is a
technical bill, and not one which provides great interest or
amusement, provide for the regulation of the properties and

funds of societies, audit, inspection, inquiries, dissolution,
surcharge, attachment and disputes.. I will not weary the

House with the recitation of such matters. If, however, any Honl
member has any query on any of the points desaltwithin theee clauses
I will undertake to look into them and for this purpose would
appreciate some degree of notice before the bill comes up for

comittee stage at the next meeting of the House.

Dangers

There. are two dangers which must be avoided in this matter.
The first is that Co-operatives may be used by the Goverrment
to such an extent etrid in S,t.lclh. a manner that, owing to

Goverment control of finance and other controls or plans

' mposed by the Gover'rment they lose the liberty of full

developnent clalmed as a rlght. The second danger is when
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thé;Co—operative movement allows itself so to be identified

“with one or other political party that the policies of the
B parfies sooner or later becone the policies of the the

Movemaent, -

The gpirit of thé‘ Réck.dale pione\eré, who joined together in the
face of a co.mon enemy,'to prodﬁce the &o-operative system of
‘trading is, I think, seething which we should consider carefully
when dealing witﬁ this bill. . Let ﬁs‘hope that it will enalile
the people of Giﬁraltar to‘deal with tre cﬁmnoﬁ enemy of rising
prices, but may I also venture the thought that that same spirit
can be harnessed to more positive,ways of thinking about
co-operation in other spheres, wherg_there is no common enemy
but only the'artificial and barrep»enmities created by ourselves
among ourSelves. With co-operation we could make considerably

greatér progress than we are already doing.
MOTIONS

(1) Estimates of Expenditure for the year 1971/72.

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETLRY:
Mr. Speaker, I beg to move the suspen51on of Standing Order No.44(5)

in respect of the Draft Estimates of Revenue and ExPenditure
for the year 1st April, 1971 to the 3lst ifarch, 1972 to enable

me to propose the motlon standlng in my name.
- This was agreed to.

- 'HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: -
I am grateful, Sir, for your indulgence and that of the House.

I hope that with your usual kindness you will allow me once again
to read this address which, inevitably, is concerned with
figurese

Sir,.the draf't estimateé presented to the House &re not yet

in théinnal‘éhape and form that I would like to see.  They
include Actuéi Expenditure for 1969, the Approved Estimate for
1970 and the Estimatée for 1971/72; but where revised expenditure
-is,concerned‘they have to .refer, as far as possible, to the 15
months period for 197Q/71. This, of course, makes comparison

somewhat difficult, although it does enable the House to
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appreciate at a glance the vast increases which have
. taken plage in expenditure in the 15 months since 1969. The
‘House will understand that this particular form of presentation
is due to the transitional requirements of changing the financial
year, and it will'not be possible even next year to present a
» m6£é unifofm nattérn because the actuai expenditure shown will
» have‘éo be in respect of a 15 month perlod. Nevertheless, Sir,
by next year it should be p0ss1b1e to clve the conparative
figures in thejﬂun1c1pal Departments of Govermment, where because
of the difference in accounting-and budgetting systems, it has
not been possibde to do so this year.;l The House can, however,
be assured; Sir, that slowlyibut surely we are sorting these
problems éut. ‘ -'
Sir, on the 21st October lasflrwhen asking the House to approve
expendlture to cover us until the end of thls month I anticipated
that the surpluS'we would then show would amount to some
£183,000. I then explained, in what I hope were unequivocal
terms, that this estlmated surplus was due to two main reasons.
First, that we were brlnglng to account a 1arge part of Her
Maaesty s Govermment's special grant for 1970 £84,000 to be exact;
, and secondly, that we expected to collect rates fron the Ministry
of Defence amountlng to £125, OOO which covered the period up
to.the 3lst Deoember 1971; 4i.e. nine months more than would
be dne, Taking these two extra factors into account and
balancing them against the eéfimated surplus, we appeared to be
breaking even. I accordingly allowed myself the liberty of saying

that we would not be in an unsatisfactory position.

The position as I see it now, Sir, is this. . Instead of

spending £5,590,000 as we expected, we will spend some £5,581,000
i.e. only £9,000 less, and that, Sif, in my experieﬁce, is
unusual because normally the amount underspent pas been quite

‘considerable.  And instead of collecting £5,773,570, that is
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the £53 million to which I referred in October, we should

collect approximately £5,685,000, or £88,000 less. And that,

Sir, is also unusual, although it has a simple explanation.

. The result will be that instead of an estinated surplus of

£183,000, the figure for the surplus should be about

£104,000.

The explanation for the shortfall in revenue lies mainly in
Section 4 of the Financial Year Ordinance, 1970 which was passed
on the 10th December last. This enabled’the House to levy
rates only for the first quarter of 1971 in order to cover the
transitional period between the end of one year and the
beginning of a new one. As a result, the amount collected

from the Ministry of Defence was some £31,000 and not £125,000.
Hence, Sir, the reduced estimated surplus. Indeed, it was
fortunate that, on the Custams side particularly, revenue

should be some £60,000 better than anticipated and that a number

of other Revenue Heads, notably the Port, Licences, Fees of

- Court, Lottery and iiiscellaneous Receipts between them

should yield £65,000 iore than was estimated. The resulting
total of £125,000 helped to offset an over-estimate in
Municipal Department receipts of £213,000, £94,000 of which

was of course in respect of the Ministry of Defence rates.

The balance was due to the fact that actual collection have been
less than accounts issued, a point I made in the House during
the course of my budget speech in December, 1969, and to

which I will revert later.

If, therefore, when we come to close the books at the
end of this financial‘yeaf, we show a surplus of £104,000

as estimated'and the deheral Révenue Balance reaches the

figure of £847,000, I think we shall have reason to be N

thankful. It will mean, bearing in mind the grant element ‘
reflected, that we are slightly better off than I had expected |

six months ago. 'And that, in view of the heavy expenditure C/F
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which has been incurred, partlcularly in wages and \;)

salarles durlng the last 15 months, 1s sanethlng for which to be

grateful. It is, Slr, the resultlng commltments that

g

give me, as I am sure they do the House, food for thought.

Generally speaking, however, T think the House will agree
that our budgetting has been pretty sound. - Because to be
only £9,000 out in an expenditure budget of over £5 million
is negligible, whilst on the revenue side the need for

prudence rather than optimism has been more than justified.

With these thoughts in mind I turn now, Sir, to the draft

Estimates of Bxpendlture for the next twalve monthsli  These

amount to £4,620 000 which is 25. 5%1nore than was estimated

for 1969 and 11% more than approved for 1970 It is a somewhat

staggering figure, but reflects the very great changes which

have taken place in Gibraltar. As Honourable liembers will have

noted, the increase is due principally to higher wages, as

reflected in the Main Works Votes, and higher salaries, as shown

under personal emoluments. These higher ﬁages and salaries
have arisen from the two main Marsh Rgpo;ts_of 1970; the
additional 3% increase on wages and salaries up to the
T;ahnical and Professional level granted with effect from the
lst Juby, 1970; the supplementary ifarsk Report on the
Education Department; and the vapious negotiatgd settlements
with staff associations. No account ha; yet been taken either
of the cost of living allowance which may be payable during
the period, or of the éventual.implicéfions of productivity
agreenents, although it is to be hoped that the latter would,
to a great extent, be self-finmancing.  And it is these latter
conmitments that I will be asking the House to bear in mind

later in the proceedingéi

It is not my intention, Sir, to deal in any great detail

with individual Heads of Expenditure, and certainly even less

@
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.80 in the case of those Departments which have llinisters

at their helm, In rjlé'h:e overall pattern, h.owev.er, it will be
of ) interest to‘th:_e ﬁouse if I draw the comparison between
é,ge cos{.; of Departments ds estimated for the forthcoming
‘fipar’lcié:ﬂb year and _l969._, The latter was, of course, except
for the incidence of the final 5% to industrials as a result
of the 1967 iarsh Report, not affected by the more recent

Marsh essays.

If I take the major spe?nding_ Departments l_f_i;rst , and they are -
as they .have always been - those comprjisqd in the Social
Services group, we have some interesting figures. First,
Medical which has now topped ‘t';he £ miilion mark, and at
£502,000, will cost nearly 38% more than ves estimated in
1969. Some adjustment must, of course, be allowed for the

Public Health Side now incorporated, but the cost is bound

to rise as the services provided develop. Second, Education,

not far behind with an estinated 1971/72 figure of £416,000,

which is 3%% more than the 1969 equivalent. Hers, T would

like to under-line the heavy commitment which is already
becaoning apparent 1n providing scholax_'ships. If Honourable
Members will glance at Apoendix I they WZ"Lll see that at
the end of 1970 :bhere were‘ no 1ess than 31 Goverwment
Scholarships in being excluding j;hosg granted. for

Teacher Training. To_these‘wé nust add.thoée to he
provideéd this' year, about which my Honourablé Friend, the
Minister for Education, will have something to say. Ve
shouldl.‘(not delude ourselves about the extent of the reduccd

contribution from revenue which this year is purely

K

fortuitous because we are utilising balances carried forwarde

Having done so now, the contribution from revenue will be much

greater in the future.

SO0 e Foe

Third, Labour and Social Security. This is, in

com'.périsbn,» expected 0 spend more 5ﬁ;6dest1y"'= only

3
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£315,000, But that is 53% more than was anticipated in : ‘13
Umi§69 and also féflécfs ahbngst other things the more
| £é;ént increases in.Shpplémentary Benefits which all

Honourable ilembers have welcomed. Again, Sir, this is a

ey
i

coﬁtinuing process of improvement.

I have not so far mentioned Housing hecause, as Honourable
Members are aware, we are not at presant making any capital
contribution to the housing programme. This is being
’provided bvaér kajesty's Goverment and the House, as indeed
Gibraltar as a whole, is duly grateful. (tapping on the table).
ﬁbusing, howeger, is so important that it is something that we
" ourselves will have to do something about pretty soon.  On the
recurrent side, howeﬁér, the picture follbWs”the pattern set

in the Departments I have already mentionéd; " Nevertheless, it
is ﬁbre aifficult to pbint to é percentage increase for two
main reasons. Pirst, the merger of the Public Works

Depaftmehf; and secondly, the trausfer of annually recurrent ;nd

.” mOn—rgcurrent works to the Departments which are actually

responsible, as for example, the Electricity Undertaking.
This, incideﬁfally, accounts,‘to"a great extent, for the great
incréase which the'Undertakiﬁg shows. Re¥erting, however, to
the Public Works Depértment, the House ﬁﬁ]l note that the cost
of the three relevant Heads of Expenditurs is nearly £900,000
or éq% of total estimated expenditure. Here there are only
one or two ifems on which I Would like to comment generally.
In December 1969, T fold the House that cleaning and scavenging
would cost £80,000 dﬁring 1970.  During the forthcoming year
the same service will cost nearly £120,000. Similarly, Baths
and Beaches will now cost £45,000 compared with £28,000.

I mention these items péfticuiafly because it seems

tragic that so much nonay should beQSQent on services

such as theqe and that therﬁbshouldfbe;so little co-operation

from the public o make sure that it is not wasted. (Cries of
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Hear, Hear). :There are many .other interesting figures it

- .- these votes on which I am 'sure the iMinister will be commenting

on in detail.

The House will have hoted that the Electricity Undertaking
and the Telephone Service are now shown as self-contained
Heads of Expenditure. . This also applies to the Fire
Service. The considerable increase shown in the first, l.e.
the Electricity, is due to the fact that - Marsh apart - all

the works for which the Department will be responsible have, as

- I indicated earlier, been taken out of the Public Works votes

. anc classified together. As a result it will be seen that the

Undertaking is estimated to cost £363,000.. But it will, ot
course, also produce a tidy sum in revenue. The same
considerations apply in the case of the Telephone Service

but .on a much smaller scale. In the case of the Fire

Brigade, it is merely a question of providing a service but

as we do not charge for putting fires out, it means that

every head of population in Gibraltar should pay £2 a year as a pre-

mium against fire riske.

Appendix K of the Estimates, .Sir, which II 'am sofry we were not
able to print in time but which Will: be incorporated in the final
version approved by the House, glw;es the notional accounts for
each of the services formerly provided by the ’City Council.

These accounts inélude tfle émounts required for the payment

of interest a‘ric'»i‘ “fepaymeni: of capital on loané from outside
bodies. They élso includs the contributions chargeable to

the various working accounts of the City Council, in respect

" of the programme of repayment adopted by the Council for

internai borrowingé designed to finance éapitél works. When
the merger £ ook place, %he améunts outsﬁtaznding' against such

works were writtén off -aga‘ihst the General Revenue Balance of
the Govermment. The notional charges, hov\;éxfér, must continue

to be made agai'nst the working accounts for each year, until the
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~-whole amount has actually been written: gff the,books. <:> .
: This is the only way to estahlish that.each undertaking

is paying its way.

- I must, Sir, apobogise to the House for a typing error

}Whieh apears in the first column of the first page of

the AppenQix, where the letter "S" for Surplus should read

"D" for Deficit.  In pointing this out to me the

Honourable and Gallant Gentfeman opposite, the Honourable

Colonel Hoare, drew my attention to two amissions for

which T am grateful. In the first place, he pointed out

that no provision had been made in the General Rates

Account for the contribution of £11,000 which the Govermment formerly
made to the City Council towards the upkeep’ of public gardens.

This was shown last year as expenditure on the Govermment side

and revenue on theliunicipal side. This year, I decided to

omit the figure from the cash estimates because it did not

seem to serve any useful purpose and when the noti-nal accounts

were prepared, based on the cash estimates, the amount was @
overlooked. For the purpose of the notional accounts, and

since this was direct subvention from the central govermment

to the munlclpallty, 1t should of course be included to e
complete the picture. The sncond was the elfeot of footnote

(E) at Page 61 of the Estlmates - whlch also 1nc1dentally

has a printing error - and w1ere it is stated that the cost

of maintenance and extenslon of cablee is partly off'set by

revenue in respect of prlvate works amountlng to approximately

| £l 4500. Wbllst the revenue Pas been duly credited to the

Telephone Account in the Est mates - and I must here emphasirs,

Sir, that there is absolutel lnothlng wrong with the cash

estlmates - the amount was rat 1nc1uded in the notional o
accounts for the Department xnd thle is an omission which I

.regeet; end which muef.eiso'le reeeified. The effect of

inserting the two amounts it question in the Nobional Acoounts ®

is to convert the deficis o. 22,067, previously shown as a

= S A
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surplus,‘into a Sufplus of £10,433. To have the record straight,

I have had the Appendix retyped, and it will now, Sir, be

circulated to Honourable Members with my apologies and thanks

to the Gallant Gentlemens I would add that in having the

Aépendix rebhecked agaihst any further possible error we found
that the Electricity Undertaking should be credited with £8,000
froam the General Rate Account and with £1,080 fran the Potable

Water Account in respect of the maintenance of public lighting

and running expenses of the Distillation Plant. This was

indicated in a footnote ét Page 84 of the 1970 Estimates.

This; howsver, has n»o effect on the surplus shown but merely
makes one account i~ Elecfricity - more in balance than the
others.,

The end resulf on the notinnai muricipal department accounts

is to show them in surplus 4o the extent of £10,433. This,
Sir, Justifies the ﬁeasures faken in December, 1969, the

more so if we bear in mind the inevitable increase in wages
thrﬁugh adoption of the cost of living aiiowances to which I
have already feferred, Nor can ﬁe overlook capital commitments
ﬁhich next year's estimates only reflect in_part. No provision
has &et been made for the first and in regard to the second
there are more to come.,

The fact remains that as wages rise, so does the cost of

public utlities and it is therefore more important than

ever that the general public should be up to date with their
accounts., Desgpite my efforts and those of the Collection
Department which often provoke irate comment, the amount out-
standing is still high. The 1atesﬁ_figur§s.show that last week

the Municipal Department was still owed £193,000. This figure,

includeé certain large debts going back many years totalling
some £50,000 where it has becn necessary to agree to give

facilities for payment by instalmeunt. The figure, however
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excludes about £90,000 in respect of rates for the first

quarter of l97l,rthendamand_notes for which, usually issued
ﬁin February, a;e‘now, owing to unfortunate delays, being sent
out. I would hope that these rates,‘which in any case are

- not normally paid until the.end of the quarter, will not add
~substantially to the arrears. But I still feel that the position
is unsgtisfactory. It is unsatisfactory in the overall

. pattern of a community which not only expects service, and

very efficient service at that, but also appears to expect
that the Goverrment should provide free overdraf't facilities.
That Sir, is no way to run any orggnisgtionr I have given a
lot of thought to the matter and e#plored ways and means even
of providing a rebate for prompt paymsnt ?o}balance of f
against a penal?y for arrears. But I am sure that

_Aif we did so, we would have t» lncrease our charges because
then we would be collecping less_thgn,the seryices coste
In these circumstances, I have reconnepded, énd_Government
has accepted, that I should make one final effort to

. reduce arrears. I will publish Widely_gﬂe more notice and
if that does not produce r;sulté, then I.Will bring
legislation to the House tﬁ apply a fenalty. _This has
had an effect with Income Tax and there is no reason at all
why it shou;d not have the same effect with accounts for

municipal services.

, For the rest, Sir, the estimates follow the pattern
which the House knows only too well but it will be of interest
to Honnurable Members that 1 should treverse the ground

very briefly.

The cost of Head.VII the Governor, continues to
show a slluht reductlon because of the welcome taking
over of certain responsibilitiés by the Department of the

Environment.
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Head V111, Judicial, increases quite considerably by £8,000,

- but £2,000 of that is to provide for the new Court of Appeal.

%

Head XV1, Miscéllaneous Services, is increased substantially by

£35,000 but £l6,000 of that increase is' due to the higher rates

to be paid on Governuent buildings; whilst £10,000 is in respet

of the larger establishment on which the Government now has

to pay its share ofcontribution to the Social Insurance Fund.

We also have there two new items, one for £7,700 in respect

of our share to the cost of running fhe Industrial Training
Centre at Landport; and thé otﬁer for £6,360 -~ which is

possibly underestimated -;for running thg new Victoria Stadium.
The increase of £6,000 in reséect ofthé Government contribution
to the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation.is to pay for extended

hours of viewing during the winter months.

Head XV1l, Pensions, is another head which shows 2 substantial

‘increase of £,7,000, bringing the total to £280,000. This is

of course due to merger and increases awarded last year following
Marshe. Further increase in this head to take account of the

last 3% and future cost of living allowances is inevitable.

Head XV111, Police, increases by £35,000'to £221,000. £18,000
of the increase is to pay-for overtime btnt against that there
is a considerabie reduction,in establishment, Nor can we
overloock that ‘thé iinistry of Defence (Navy) pay a percentage

of the cost of the Force which next year will amount to £104,000.

Head XIX, Port, shows a slight reduction but that is only

- because the increases that have occurred have this year

‘been offset by various decisions taken which the Min ister

will wish to explain,
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.. Head XX, Post Office, shows an inevitable increase of

£25,000 but that i8 offset by Revenue.

Head XXT, Prison, will require nearly £5,000 more next
year. . This should take account of the increase in prison
population which unfortunately been evident during last

year.

Head XXII, Public Debt Charges, rises considerably by

© £71,000 to £522,000, part of which will be offset by a
contra under Revenue. Thé increase is due to two

‘ factors. 'First, we have included £45,000 to service new
loans amounting to nearly £% million. Second, we are

providing for the repayment of loans as they fall due.
Head XXTII, Revenue, increases by £33,000 to £188,000

t kut now‘include; all thg,mgjor:revenue col¥ecting or
raising agencies of thevGovermnént; other than the Post
Office. The Department, however, is responsible for
bringi g ;n,£3.75_m. so that every £l spent produces £20.
All other ﬁépartmenté together, which cost £4.# millionk
collect:between them £.75 million, which is almost an
inverse proﬁoftion.

Head XXIV, Sécreéariaf, shows a reductisn of £9,000 because

staff which used to be included in the Town Clerk's Department

[ )
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has generally been absorbed in other Departments.

‘\1 '-"',‘_1.".

Head’ XXV Tourist Office, Will spend £51 000 more, mainly

because of the increase in advertising.

Tt is, Sir, hgainst this bill for £,620,000, with the

commitment for further wage inereases to take account of oest

of living, that the Revenue Estimdtes have to be considered.

Let me hasten to say, however, that the biil»would have been
considerably higher had I not received,thevfuii support of
Ministere in deternining priorities and ensuring that
Departments were made to realise one essential fact of life.
This was that whilst the serv:.ces prov:.ded to the commuhnity
must not be impaired, and nust indeed, where poss1b1e, be
improved, the Goverrment does mot have 'a bottomless purse.
Nor is it a question of thinking that thé ansver always lies
in additional taxation. There is a limit to everything

and toxation is an instrument which has ‘to'be used with
considerable circumspection, pearing ‘in mind very particularly

the general effect oh the economy.

The House will have noted that the Revonue Estimates for
1971/72, on present trends, are expected to amount to £,536,000
‘being produced approximately ZS%Pbyiimport duties (£1l.15m.);
25% by municipal serviees C£i;jﬁ;) and 505 (£2.1m.) by other
sourcese Of the latter Incone Tax représents a quarter

(£.5m.). This total Wﬁich is 23;&% mbre'%heh at the corres—

 ponding period in 1969 is £85,000 short of the commitments

" shown undetr expenditure. Te that deficit, there will have

to be added the cost of the other commitments not shown in

‘the estimates, particularly future wage awdrds to take

““‘ascount of the cost of living.
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These Revenue Estimates, Sir, have been compiled

very much on the basis of what the twelve months of 1970
- produced. - In the past, it has been said that the Financial
Secretary is unduly conservative in his estimating and

thét he took advanfage of ﬁresenting caléulations based on
eight months.actﬁal revenue and four months hypothetical.
This year, I have not done so and X have taken, as I said,
actual figures as can be seen by looking at the revised
figures for the 15 months of 1970/71 and the estimate for
1971/72. Moreover, I have had to allow for a reduction

in Income Tax to take account of the measures which the
Chancellor of the Exchequer has alréédy giwen notice that

he proposes to intfoduce in‘Britain later this month. This
is, the reduction of 2Lp in the £. wﬁich when applied here

will mean a loss in revenue.

I do not propose, Sir, to go through the various

Revenue Heads in detailalthough I should say that, with the
one excention I noted earlier, they all show a welcome trend
to increase. I hope this continues. Perhaps we can provide
some stimulation, { I will, of course, be only too happy to

endeavour to answer any cuestions which may be put to me.

-The fact remains, however, that we canno:¢ allow the deficit

to remain because if we take £85,000 f;om the Ge eral

Revenue Balance, we.come down to £760,000, which is less than
;two months workipg%gapiﬁal. If on top of that we take account
of the incognita of the future cost ofl,_living awards, we

could find ourselves with a most unsafe figure. And that

we must guard against straightaway;by removing the deficit.

At a later stage jgn the proceedings, I shall therefore bring
before the House proposals designed to elleviate the position.
(laughter). . On the last occasion I had need to do this, I

described what I intended to recommend as "drastic'. Poday,
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I will limit myself to saying that I feel it will be

adequate, .

I must now, Sir, and I hope the House will bear with me,

deal with the capital positim. Here, I would invite

“the attention of Honourable Members to Appendices F, G

i

and J of the;ﬁstimatqs. If I may take J first, the House
will see that the Housing Account is in deficit bo the
exteht of £307,000. The reason for this is not far

to find. Up to the 3lst May 1972, it is ostimated that
the Govermment will have spent nearly £9 million on housing

and on that investment the return is about £ million per

“anmm. - That is under 3%. This is completely unrealistic

and it is therefore the Govermment's intention to give

serious consideration to the matter.

In so far as Appendices F and G are concerned, which
deal with the Improvement and Development Fund, the
picture is not cqnpleﬁe befause no provision has been
méde f;r schemes which have beén aporéved substantively
of in principle since the Estimates wgre_prgpared. On
the one side, there is fhe Catalan ﬁay Housing.Project
estimated to cost £200,000, and, on the'othér, the Sports

Centre and extension to Lqurdes>School, costing £100,000

and £250,000 respectively. These are projects on which

" a start should be made during the course of the next

twelve months,.

Without toking those projects into account, it is

estimated that the opening balance of: the Fund on lst

. April, 1971 should be £124,000; that itishould be credited

with £1.6 million during the next twelve months, which
includes a substantial amount of loan capital £,50,000;

that we should spend nearly £1F million; and that we
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should finish the year with some £27,000. This figure
is far too small to be either c-mfortable or comf orting and

underlines what I consider to.be one of the gain omissinns

iq the recurrent exvenditure estimates - the putting aside ‘
of an amount from Genera% Revenue %0 inject into the Fund.
This is unfortunate because unless we put money into the Fund

it will not'be possible to c%rry‘out the many schemes which

the Government would like to tackle.

A good example of this is the Victoria Stadium, the \
first phase of which was estinated to cost £85,000. In

point of fact, When the Eéfimateé>wére prépafed it was ®
anticipated that by the 31st March 1971 we would have spent

£100,000 and that  further £15,000 would be required to

completethe first phase. And here, Sir, I am sure the House ®
wiil wish tolplace on record the *remendqusldebt of gratitude
.ngch Gibraltar owes the Royal Engineers for their work, not
only at the Stadium but all over the Rock. (Tapping on the Cﬂ
table); If the work carried nut by,the Sappers had been done

by qunerciai enterprise, the cost factor would have been

co;oséal. We nﬁw have to do the sec»nd pha;e which is over & above ©
wh;t the new Spo;ts Centré will comprise. If anything is left

over from the £15,000 inseyted in the Estimates, it will certainly

|
not be enough and the money will have %n be faqnd. Accord- e
itgly if, when we close the bnoks for che current year, we find |
that the estimated surplus has been exceeded, I will recommend
to the Goverment that a suitable apbrobriafion should be made ®

to the Fund. This is the only way in which we can keep it not
only solvent but activé;LWhich'is just A importante

‘ vl ¥ . i s dF8ier Sufu e @
Sir, the preparation of annual estimates is a thankless task

which involves many people for a considerable length of time.

Between the end of 1969 and the begining of 1971, it has been

of estimates, This bhas imposed a severe strain not only on

|
|
necessary to contend not with one »ut witlh no less than three sets C1
the Departments of Government, but even mere so on the @

|
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Treésdr&; whose résbdn‘sibility it is to put all estimates
intc; fﬁml shape; If the House will consider that this
has been d.on'e; whilst the :acciounts of the City Council
and the Govermment were being unified; ﬁhilst the many
problemé' arising out of converting wages and salaries

to give effect to the MarsH Reports were being ironed
out; and whilst Decimalisation was being introduced,

the House will appreciats why I feel that the Treasury,

which is usually a most maligned Department, deserves

. particular commendation. (tapping on the table) And

if therevare any more errors in thé final product before

.the House, I hope that Honourable Members will be tolerant.

I would also, Sir, like to record my appreciation of,

and gratitude for, the work done throughout the year

by two Committees which are closely and permanently

" connected with the Treasury. The first is the Lottery

Camnittee which has continued week in wesk out to be
responsible for the Lottery D:‘r;aws and for advising the

Govermment on the mandgement of the Lottery.

The second one is the Price Cont:c;ol Conmittee which has
devoted its attsntion, throughout many me=tings, to the

many problems that Price Contr& poses. Theirs is a most
imporfant task. I am sure that the House will wish to
record its thanks to the membership of both bodies. (tapping
on the table)

Sir, I have, during the course of this address, endeavoured
to present to the House an extremely 'facfual picture, which
mey lack relief here and there, and if so, I am sorry. The
figures, however, speak for themselves. This is the seventh

occasion in six years that I introduce-a-budget and the

time must came when ope runs out of cliches. We must, however,

guard complacency. e are not cut of the wood by a long

chalk and thbugﬁ the e:"st';imates ‘vefore the House do not portray
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. a comaunity which is suffering hardship, there is a

danger that if we are not careful we oould run into

difficulty. But, if we want to maintein and inprove our
living standards; if we want Gibraltar to be a plece of which
we gan all be proud; ify in other words, we want all the good
things in life, we must work for them. ~ And the harder we
work, the greater will be our reward, and so much the more will
Gibraltar, because it will remain viable, - benefit. (tapping

on the table).

Thank you, Sir, and Honourable :‘embers, for your patience
with me, and T now move , Sir, that this House resolve
itself into Cornmittee to consider the estimates of expenditure

in detail Head by Head.
HOUSE "IN CQIIITTEE

I have given instructions to the Clerk to call out

‘the Head exclusively and not the itemns and I will pause

in order to give mgmberg sufficient time- to raise any

matter under the partgmhr Head, Will you now proceed calling

the Heads, please.

Head I Audit,

Head II Cemeteries,

- Head IIT Ecclesiastical were agreed to and passed.

Head IV Education.

Mr Speaker, bef'ore I say a few words, which I would like

to do, I would like in fact to ask the Opposition,especially
the Shadow Minister for Edudation, whether he has any
qder'ieé regarding the expenditure side of this Head?

»" B
Sir, I have a lot of queries, but surely, one should have

a statenent firom thallinister in order to know what his brain

is going to giwe us and perhaps he may answer many of my

_queries beforyz hand, I think this is the normal progedure,

o

()

O
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Sir. I think %hé Honourable Minister should start the

ball rolling. o
» \‘.

_Well, Sir, I certainly will not keep you very long

.in order to give you an opportunity to ask those many

queries, In fact I feel in a rather devastating mood
today, but I shall restrain myself. e have heard that
the overall expenditure for all departments over 1969

is 25% and over 1970 I think it is 11%. In my Department
dlone, Sir, the expenditure o?ér 1970 is 31% and I believe
that it'ié the highest increasé at the moment when compared
with the other Departments. I think this gives the lie
to those who would argue that this Govermment is not
interested in Eduéation, because if this were the case,
certai 1y We would not be spending so much money in
Education as we are doing. . 'ithout wanting to compete
with the iledical Department, Sir, the way I see it, if
thgre hadn't been the merger involved, we might even have

surpassed the iledical Department this year,

Now, if we go very briefly over this list you will see that
there are some new features. One bf“them is the increase
in school bpoadcast and the increase accmints for the fact
that we are starting school television; it will just be:
a start, but it will be a new feature and of course I
sincerely hope that next year, and in the years to come
this will develop into a very interesting feature of
education in Gibyaltar. Another interesting thing here
is that this yeay ten scholarships will be awarded
as against seven last year. This is an increase of
approﬁinately'jqz and I think égain that this is very
significant. Anothor increase worth mentioning is
that given to the Youth Emﬁioyment and Welfare Council,

Hers again last year they‘only received £2,900 and this year
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it has gone up to £,,500. Another new feature is

the provision of Secretarial help to Headmasters and
Headmistresses, As I understand it this has been on
the books for a very long time, it had been requested
long ago but it never came about. Now it has happéned.
This will enable the Heads to concentrate their time and
energies to education Without'having to waste tine

answering telephones and atteﬁding to minor details,

Véry briefly éoing to the questioq of -comprehensive
education, which perhaps I will leave the Shadow Minister
to touch upon, all I would like to say in this House, which
is the forum Qhere one: should debate these matters, is first

of all that there doesn't appear to have been a single

question put to me on this basis,

~If T might perhaps interrupt; we‘aré discussing the

Estimates and I don't see an item on comprehensive education

on -the Head that we are discussing now. I know we are

" in Committee and that we should be slightly liberal but I

feel that it is perhaps stretching the point a bit too

muchu

I will certainly give way, Sir, if yﬁu insist, but the

~ thing is that a lot of the things have come up - the

new features - are as a resultbof'going conprehensive and
I can assure you, ¥, Speaker, that I will not spend more
than two or three minutes in just'élaborating this point.
In fact, I will not- fallf of comprehensive as such, but I

will certainly give way if you insist.

As T say, we are in Copmittee and I'll be as liberal as I
can, and as the rules allow me, but you willrealise that

the Shadow Minister or cny member of the other side of

~ the House would be entitled 0 cvsesees

()
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HON L e Very good Slr, I will glve way. Another ,not a new
DEVINCENZI; feature perhaps -~ but another step forward,has been the
P i _
purchase of a new bus for schools. We had two which had

been given to the Department and which were in very bad

condition and now we are buying a new one.

Sir, this in fact is all except to say that thié proveé
very suﬁstantially Sir, that this Government is very
@ interestéd in Bducation otherwise we would nct have gone
to the extent we havg doné and I think that the features which
I have mentioned are very worthwhile indeed. Thank you,
O o -~ Sir.

*

HW M K Sir, I am not as good as the Honourable lMinister at

FEATHERSTONE: Mathematics so T will 56cept his statement that the increase
is 31%. But, Sir, I would just make a very slight comment;.
it's not a competition surely in the Govermnment as to which
department can spend more money; surely what they should
do is to conserve mohey:as far as possible to see that they
get value for money; all this talk about whether we spend
more than the medicdl department etc., cuts no ice with
me.. The first question I haffe, Siz, refers to page 50;
item 31 Secrétarial Service, which is most welcome. How
many people are involved in this, Sir? There are they
going to work?" Ire they going to be full time in each
school or are they going to rotate fron school to school?

| In particular, Will there be enough work in each school for

a secretary or are they to do part time in one school ahd

vart time in another? | Surély the job is not Jjust going

to be answering telephones.

HON L The answer to the question is 'of course that if the
DEVINCENZI : Honourable Member Cpposite looks carefully at the

9 - Estimates, one would imagine that he would have noticed




3b-o

- that with £2,600 ohe could scarcely pay for a sc
secretary for every'schobl in Gibraltar. They will of
course rotate and will o from one school to another,

afternoons or mornings etc.

If T might explain t

bodies will be utilised in schools to provide very much

required assistance by Headteachers and Deputy Headteachers

who have to spend avdonsiderable amount of time in

stock_taking and issuing books and even, as the Honourable

L

Membéf said, answering telephones, but at the same time
when £his_new sub-head was included the ilinister and his
Headiof bepartmgnt agréed that they would also affect a
redgétion in-thevvote for te porary teachers which is
shown under personal emoluments, Temporary teaching

aspistance will be reduced in numbers to take account of

Bn

Jecretary, pparently he knows more about the department
than the linister. = The next one, Sir, on page 16 item
2 Books and Equipment., The estimates say £17,000, an
.increase oft £2,060. Obviéusly Sir, the price of books.
“and equipment haé gone up I am sure more than 10% to 15

over the past yeax, so that the increase does not really

&

&
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