


Questions té be asked by Hontéurable Members at the next meeting of
the House of Assembly to be held on 14.1,71.

-No.l of 1971 Q£il

The Hon. A. P. Montegriffo

Will Government say whether the Productivity Scheme for the Port
Department, which the Chief Minister announced as "being worked out" last
October, is now ready=

Ansver

The Minister for Information, Port, Trade and Industries

Mr. Speaker, the matter has been gone into in detail and it has been
found that the most suitable arrangement in this case is to pay overtime,
as required, in respect of public holidays and of the 8 hours shortfall
created by the introduction of the 40-hour week, if any extra hours worked
cannot be compensated by time off in lieu, The srrangement is subject to
review.

However, one has to give a picture of how launch crews are worked
to explain what I said before,

There are four crews each of six men (ccxswain, 2 engine drivers, 2
seamen Dlus 1 seaman who is a signalman)., The day of 24 hours is split up
into three watches: each group, for example, would work as follows:

Wétph A'one,week,_Watoh B the following week and Watch C
the following week. Now, over 21 days, or 3 weeks, the
‘hours worked by a crew would be 158 hours.

Now, according to the 40 hour week the crews should only work 120 hrs. in

21 days, so there is 48 hours due to them at the end of the watch cycle. To
compensate for this, they are given the fourth week off. That of course

only accounts .for 40 hours, thus leaving the 5 hours which is what T
. mentioned before. It is these 8 hours which they would be paid overtime
. for unless they can work it. off,

IKSﬁppiémenfary to No,1 of 1§71

HON, .A. P. MONTEGRIFFO:.

Mr, Speaker, all this is very interesting but rather useless to the
substance of the question. Can the Hon, Minister tell me when this scheme
is going to be implemented and if the Staff Association involved with that
particular department&been consulted?

HON. MAJOR A, J. GACHE:

This scheme that I have told you about is in operation mow, this part
of the scheme, and as far as I am awarée the Staff Association was consulted.
HON., A, P, MONTEGRIFFO:

~ Is the Minister aware that on the 27th October the Staff Association
in quéstion wrote to the Deputy Establishment.Offider, as a result of the
Chief Minister's Statement, and that so far no reply has been received, and
that is three months ago? ) i :

HON., MAJOR A: J. GACHE:

I have no information on that matter otﬁer than the one I have given
already, which I understand is correct.

HON, A. P. MONTEGRIFFO:

Isn't the Minister then unwillingly, not deceiving the Mouse, but
giving the wrong information, when he says that the Staff Association has
been consulted? HeBack ) '
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' Supplementary to No.l of 1971 (Conta.) .

HON. MAJOR A. J. GACHE:

The information which I have givéen the House is the information which
is available tc¢ me and this information is that this question of overtime

_has been ingstituted.

TION. A. P. MONTEGRIFFO:

Perhaps you have not understood my question. I want to know when
the productivity scheme which wes announced 3 months ago by the Chief
Minister is going to be introduced? '

HON. MATOR A. J..GACHE:

I have answered thdt there is no ﬁroduct1v1ty scheme in the Port
Department and that answers, I hope, the Hon. Member's unSLlon. If he

. wants.to ask any other questlon I suggest he does it at another time. The

question was; when is the productivity scheme going to be introduced?
I have said it 1s not 'going to be introduced and T have given the reasons

)

HON. £, P. HONTEGRIFFO:

Mr. Speaker, did not the Chief Minister make a rather enthusiastic
announcement, three months ago, when he excluded this particular scheme AQM”dgd
from the general and final productivity' scheme which should have been eos==r
ideally by the end of 1970, And in excluding this one from that particular
report, which ought to have been published, as I said before, in 1970, he

gave the impression tnat)( was in the pipeline, Now we are being told

by ‘the Minister of Information that nothing has been done.

HON. mAJOR A. J., GACHE:

What I heave said is that no productivity scheme has been introduced
in the Port Department, and I have given the reasons, Mr, Speaker, why
no productivity scheme has been introduced in the Port Department, i.e.
because we don't feel that under the olroumSECnces this is necessary. .What
is a productivity scheme? It is 5ett1np some ‘people to do more in the time
on which thev are on duty. You cannot do this with the launch crew. The

launch crew is on duty for a certain period and hovever much you might

like to do something extra during that yeriod .....l mean, they are there
for 8 to 10 hours, as the case may be,- and they cannot do anything else
because they are on constant alert. And therefore, when we went into this -
there was no question of the Chief Minister trying to mislead the House -
when we went into this . . .

HON. A. P. MONTEGRIFFO:

I have not said that Mr. Speaker, I would not dare.

HON, MAJOR A. J. GACTIZ:

'ﬁell almost the same, with respect. When we went into this we

" discovered that it was not feasible to produce this productivity scheme

in connection with the Port Department and therefore what we have done is

we work the scheme about which I have given information to the House i.e.,
giving them the 4th week off and paying them overtime for the extra eight
hours that they work because of their duties. Now, that is what we are
doing. The guestion was on productivity and there is no nroductivity scheme,
HON. A, P, MONTEGRIFFO:

I take it then Mr. Speaker, that the ‘answer is ng?

HON, P. J. ISOLA:

Are the laumch crews happy with this arrangemént?

HOW, MAJOR A. J. GACHE:

I understand that they are. e are looking into other matters in
connection with the launch crews, but insofar as this is concerned, this is
quite satisfactory at the moment.



Supprem:antary 1o No.l of 1971 (Centis,)

YON. A, P. MONTEGRIFFO:

)
far)
G

Sir, with respect, did I understand rightly hefore vhen he said thaevg
the Staff Lssociation had bean consulted?

HON. MAJOR A, J, GACHE:

That is the subject of another question, Mr. Speaker.

HON, A. P, MONTEGRIFTO:

=

No, no, I am asking whether he said that, not that I sald that.

HON. MAJOR &, J. GACHE:

As far as I am aware the answer 1s Fes.

HON, L. Py MONTEGRIFFO:
ivell, Sir, as far as I am auare the answer is no.

HON. MAJOR A, J. GACHE:

Then 7e seem to differ. We have differed before.



No.2 of 1971 oral

"The Hon. M. K. Featherstone

Sir, is.Governmént satisfied. nith conditions at the Prison?

" Answer

The Minister for Labour and Social Security

. 8ir, bearing in mind that the prison is located in an old building,
.. that the prison »opulation has increased quite considerably (from 5 to
20-onggverage) and that there has been a shortage of staff of recent months,
T am well satisfied with conditions at the prison.

If the Hon. Member would be more specific as to what aspect of the srison
he has in mind I shall endeavour to give him a fuller answer,

. Veanwhile may I add that over the vast year the following have visited
the prison: - S

The President of the Prison Board of Jersey (Chaﬁnel'lslands), Mr. Baal,
who was here on a C.P.i. visit; the Prison Chaplains of all denominations
who visit prisoners regularly; Officers of the three lervices, henever
Service prisoners are-held; The Rlag Officer, Gibraltar; Captain F.AJ.
Prior, Fortress Headquarters; the Commending Officer, H.l.S. "Rooke"; the
Chief Minister and, of course, Members of the Prison Board who visit at
least once & month and discuss orison matters at monthly meetings of the
Board. ! AP -
- Apart from these we have had the benefit of the advice of the
- following on specific matters: Miss Thayer of the Home- 0ffice as regzards
-+ conditions for young persons; The Director of Medical and Health Services
and the Dietician of St. Bernard's Hospital as regards the Prison diet.

_ Sunplementary to No.2. of 1971
. HON. M. X, FEATHERSTONE:

lSir, is the Minister aware that a certain gentleman, recently released
from Prison, has made rather strong comments deploring the conditions at
» the Prison. Although the building obviously has its faults and cannot be
changed. immediately, specifically he refers, I think, to blankets, as old
as 1940; meals, very poor including stale meat; priseners suffer from
extreme boredom. Has he any comments on this statement by this gentleman?

HON, M, XIDERRAS:

Sir, if the Hon. Gentleman had raised the question himself on this
House, then perhaps I might have been able to satisfy him more directly. I
do not regard as good nractice that the comments of a particular
individual should be masked under a heading of a general question. However,
T shall endeavour to satisfy the Hon. Member opposite on the points he
has mentioned and if I don't cover all the points, perhaps he would raise
them again, as Supplementaries, individually.

As regards the hlankets, these are being réplaced. Most of them have
been replaced and in fact there have been no complaints made about
blankets in my term of office. Whether they date from 1940 or not, I could
not quite say, but I deo have it that 40 were bought in 196& and another
4O in 1570. I don't know whether there is one from 1940 or not, but that
is the information that I have. As regards the boredom in the prison, I
could give the Hon. Member opposite ample information as to what is available
T shall limit myself to saying that there is a library of some 3,000 bools
and that there is a wage earning scheme to provide for a certain amount of
work in the Prison, over and above that which is normally required to keep
the Prison tidy. To my knowledge, and the gentlemen who have visited the
Prison have confirmed this, the prison hes, in the last year, been painted
twice. Of the 28 cells, 22 have had all the walls scraped, for many years
they have been whitewashed, the walls have been sandnapered and then
completely redecorated; the top half in special white paint and the lower
half in gloss cream paint. The.cell doors end windows of the whole prison
have been painted as well. Apart from this. there has been work on the
Prison generally, there have been certain modifications to the Library
and so on, so there has.been work done. % are.however, suffering from the
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Supplementary to No.2 (Contd.) '

Zlimitation that out of an establishment. of 10 Prison. Officers we have for

a long period had only six Prison Officers there. This has been due to
illness, and also due to the fact that certiin prison officers have left the
service. We have had plans to provide work just behind Princess Caroline
Battery but we do not have the supervision necessary to carry out this work,

-.But by and large there is work to.do. The gertlemen to whom the Hon. Member

refers' no doubt was there during the Xmas period. This may have hed some-

~thing to do with the matter. The Yon., Hember also mentioned several other

things, and if he cares to ask the questions again, I shall try to give
him full comment as well.

HON. M. K. FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, one of the points I did ask about was a comment by this certain
gentleman - and I think I am jquite justified in bringing out what this
gentleman has commented on without moking a specific question at the
beginning that meals were poor and meat in particular was stale. May we
have some remark on that Sir? ‘

HON. M. XIBERRAS:

- S8ir, the Hon, Gentleman may certainly have some remarks on that, I
mentioned in my opening answers to him that the question of meals had been
submitted to separate people, the Director of Medical and Health Services

‘and - the Dietician. Both said, roughly, that the Prison Regulations were

being met and that the calory intake was perfectly adequate; in fact one of

.~ the two said that it was slightly above, and only if a lot of work was done
~'should a person in the Prison need the calories that he was actually given,

The Director of Medical and Heslth Services recommended that perhaps extra
egss to be given perhaps. two a week. The dietician mentioned some extra
fruit. Both suggestions heve been considered by the Board and they will

‘be provided for in the next estimates, that is, in the new financial year.

Apdrt from that I should state quite categorically that, as far as the
Prison Regulations are concerned, I am quite satisfied, not only myself,
but the Board and also two authorities, that the food is adequate. Meal
times: 7445, Breakfast; 11.45, Tunch; L.45, Tea; 7.15, Supper. The last
of these is somewhat meagre because the food is concentrated on the other
three meals, but there is an arrangement in view whereby the extra
nourishment which has been suggested might be given at 7.15, I think that,
by and lerge, our diet will compare quite favourably, and this was the
opinion of Mr, Baal whom I mentioned earlier, with most prisons in the U.X,

- HON. M. X, FEATHERSTONE :

Sir, no doubt“lr. Bumble thought that the gruel served out also »rovided
ample calories. I have not had an answer to the question that the meat was
stale Sir, are they being given stale meat in the Prison or are they not?

HON. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, I have it from the Superintendent of the Prison that the meat is
not stale. The vegetables are brought tc prison twice weekly and the
supply has always beern first class. The same procedure is followed in the
case of the meat and the results are the same., This ccmment is from the
Prison Superintendent, and the‘Board has no reason to think that the

_Superintgndent is not giving an accurate statement to the Board.

HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSAN:

The Vinister has referred to increaseﬁin_the nrison population, can we
have an assurance that this has nothing to do with the change of Government
in August 19697 : ' ‘ N

HON, M. XIBERRAS: o

Sir, if ‘one looked at the Gibraltar Eveniﬁg:Rpsf_one might almost sse

a connection, but I assure the Hon. & Learned Lieader .of the Opposition that,

_ despite:considerable3socia1qgical interest and political interest in the

matter, there are no grounds for establishing a conaection between the two.
HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSAN:
I am very grateful for that.



: No 3 of’ 1)71 Oral
The Hon. Lt.Col. J. L. Foare

The Minister of Labour and Social Security made a st,tement on the
10th December, last, regarding a review of ncn31ons being Oald to Gibral-

tarian former employees of the U.X. Departments. That is the present
nosition?
Ansiwier

The ulﬂlster for Iapdur and Social Seourltz

Sir, --the received no further information regarding the outcome
of the full scale negotiations in the United Xingdom at National 1 Whitley
Council level. The position therefore remains basically the same as I
reported to the House on the 10th December, 1970, and described on &
G3C/TV interview on the 7th of Jamuary, 1971

/ Supplementary to No.3 of 1971

‘ V LT. COL. J.L. HOAR

. I thank. the Hon. Minister for that information, I have received privately
from my own Trade Union# news of further developments, but this is outside
#our scope. May I ask the Hon. Minister, when and to whom were these
representations made that he referred to in his statement? He did say "ie
have been meking enquiries and representations on this matter" Could he
answer that question pleasec?

MR, SPEAKER:

T would not like to interrupt but that is not part of the question. ‘e
must keep to the context of the question. e must not now debate the contents
of the statement made.

HON, LT, COL. J.L. HOARE:

But this is the same subject. Of the Gibraltarian former employees,

MR. SPEAKER:

Yes, but the question is -whether tnbre has been any change on the revew
and nothing else, The question is "The Minister of Labour and Social
lSecuritv made a .statenent on 10th December last, regarding & review of the
pensions beinz paid to Gibraltarian former ewaloyees of the U.K. Department.
What is the oresent positlon?V and- that is the question itself, You must
be very careful not to start debating the -statement made by the Minister
on another occasion.

10N, LT, COL. J. L. HOARE:

I am not debating this, but by this question Nr. Speaker, with all due
respect, I am trying to ascertain whether there has in fact been time to %
have the position altered, i.e., by having had any reply from the people to
whom representations were made.

MR, SPEAKER:

Perhaps the question could be worded in that context.

HON. ILT. COL. J. L. HOARE:

Arising then from that reply, that there has been no change notified
to him, could the Hon. Minister then tell me to whom, when and by whom
representations were made? '

HON. M, XIBEHRAS:

Sir, is the Hon. Member referring to representations made by myself?
I am sorry to as¥ another question but I am not quite sure whether he meens
that or the negotiations going on in “hitley Council.
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Supplementary to No.3 of 1971 (Contd.)

HON. LT, COL. J. L. HOARE: - =i . O

I am referring to the royal "wé" used in the second line of page 3.

HOM, M, XI3ERRAS: , _
R .
S8ir, it is not really a royal "we". I was referring to the Chief
Minister and myself who saw Mr., Peter Kirk from the MOD, I think I mentioned
this the lest time in reply to yuestions arising from the statement, when
he was in Gibraltar recently, and of course locally to both MOD and MPBW,
These were the representations I was making. If the Hon. Member opposite

“has information through his Trade Union, I hdpQAthat this will be good for

Gibraltare - I should emphasise that this, as I mede clear in the statement,
is' a Trade Union matter, 7rimarily, and it was only encouragement and support
from Gibralter, as the negotiations affected Gibraltar, that this side of the
House was trying to give. ‘

HON. LT. COL. J. L. HO.RE:

Once again I thank the Hon. Minister for that. That was in fact the
basis of my original gquestion, to ascertain in "what capacity". That is
why I asked who was making these representations because this is a Trade
Union: metterg=is it notg and not one for the Minister of Labour of
Gibraltar? And since it is = matter of national importance and national
coverage for civil servants, is the 'mder Secretary of "State for the Navy

'Departmeht, the right pevson to make representations too?

HON. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, on this question I will lobby anybody and everybody who has any
connection with MOD. I make it quite clear that I am not trying to usurp

-the place of the Unions, but the Hon. and Gallant Gentleman opposite will

know that a member to his left has also, on occasions, gone to the UK.,
serhaps in a private capacity, and done exactly the same thing before my
time. I repeat that as far as Gibraltar overall is concerned, ve do have

an interest in seeing the Pensions in 110D and DOE do rise to -the same level
as those provided by the Gibraltar Government. As Minister for Lebour, I

do have an interest. One illustration of this is that if we do raise
supplementary benefits any hisher, then ex-ICD employcos will be eli dible for
those supplementary benefits becausc their [ensions will be rother low and

therefore we do hnve a direct interest in this, Just to re-pcap on this, may I
say that we are not trying to usurp the functions of the union but that we have

lobbyed Mr. Peter Kirk, MOD locally, ani other . cersons who I ghall not

~ mention, on the questions of the general level of pensions, in MOD and DOE.

HON. LT, COL., J. L. HOARE: /

Thank you very much Mr, Minister but once again I think the point h=s
been made, has it not, that this is a matter for the Trade Unions and in

no way the direct or indirect responsihility of the Gibraltar Governmentd

HON. M. XIBERRAS:

Sir, if the Hon. Member chooses to ignore all I have said then of
course ne can carry on believing that this is so, but in fact T have made
it quite clear that we are interested in the level of pensions of
Gibraltarians employed by MOD and DOE and this has not been my-bright idea
or the Chief Minister's, it has been the idea also of other people, at other
times and I think that the Hon. Member is porhaps trying to minimise
whatever effect .... I am not saying we can actually negotiate, of course
we cannot negotiate, I made it quite clear, the words used in my statement
were "to support ", I believe, or to give cncouragement to this kind of
thing, but'we definitely spoke to Mr. Peter Kirk when he was here and we
have spoken locally zbout this and I am in fact in touch about this,

HON. P. J. ISOLA:

Will the Minister reject categorically the suggestion that the

‘Glbraltar Government should not be helpful: towards Gibraltarian former

employees of the UK. Departments when they obviously need help?



Sunnlementary to No.3 of 1971 (Contd.)

HON. 1, XIBERRAS:

Sir, not only do I reject it in theory, I also reject it im practice.
HON, LT, COL., J. L. HOARE:

Can the H%n. Minister in any way connect my words with the,question he
has been asked (CéeeREALCEas?

HON, M, XIBERRAS:

The Hon. Minister is here to answer whatever questions he is put. He
has done his best to eansier the Hon. and Gallant Member's questions epposite,
and he hag also done his best to answer ry Hon. and Learned Friend on my
right.

HON, LT, COL. J. L. HOARE:

Will he not agree that that is & tortuous and roundabout way of
linking the t.o together?
HON, M, XIBERRAS:

T think that statement is far too tortuous for my comprehension.
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NoW.4 of 1971 Oral

The Hon. I. Abecasis

low many nedically categorised applicants for IHousing have been
accormmodated in the last eighteen months?

Answvier

The Minister for Public Works and Housing

Sir, on the 30th June, 1949, thore werc 27 anplicants on the Medical
Category Priority List., During the neriod lst Tuly, 1969, to the 31lst
December, 1970, another 35 applicants uere placed thereons During the
same »period, 12 were re-housed, one passed away and two were removed from
the 1list as the circumstances which led to categorisation no longer existed.
There are now A7 applicants cn the list., The Hcusing Advisory Committee
at whose discretion I may say, the list oper~tes, periodically revieus the
position of these applicants and such o review is now due, During the
next six months, allocations will be made according to the order of priority
established as a result of this review, by the Advisory Committee.,

Suzplementary to No.L of 1571

HON, I. ABECASIS:

Can the Minister say what proportion the figure 12 represents on the
total numbers of houses allocated to the normal applicants?

HON. J. CARUANA:

Mr. Speaker, it is a very difficult question to answer, in a way, in
the sense that whatever the number of houses or flats allocated during
this period this would not reflect the needs of the medically categorised
cases., I could say that there were 108 flats allocated during this
veriod but the majority of these flats were pre-war houses and, in the view
of the Advisory Committee, they did not meet the requirements needed by the
medically categorised cases.

HON, I. ABECASIS:

I take it that, roughly, 10 per cent of the total flats availabls, were
given to medically categarised peovle, so of the 110 flats which have now
been finished at Withams Road, will the same proportion be given to medically
categorised rople?

HOi, J. CARUANA:

Mr. Speaker, the Committee is in fact endeavouring to bring up the
proportions of allocations to medically catezorised cases to at least 20
and not 10%.

HON, I. ABECASIS:
I am glad to hear that.
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No,H5 of 1971 Ora;

The Hon., I. Abecasis

“hen will the new blocks of flats at Withams Road be ready for
occugpation?

Answer
Eem e e e ]

The Minister for Public Works and liousing

Sir, the block known as Lower Sandpits situated in ithams Road is
scheduled for comnpletion in June/July 1971,

Supnlementary to No,bd 1971

HON, I. ABECARIS:

T am sorry Sir, but perhaps I did not meke the question clear, and T
can assure the Minister that it was unintentional, when I said the blocks
at Tithams Road, I meant both blocks and not one.

HON. J. CaRUANA:

I an glad Mr. Speaxer for the Hon. Hember Opposite's clarification.

T tried to answer the question specifically in the same way as it was put.

T have referred to what we know as the Lower Sandpits, and this is due for

completion in June or July, if you were referring to Upper Sandpits, this
is due for completion much earlier: Harch or April.

HON ® I . ..BEC.A.SIS H

Can the Honourable Minister then say when these flats will actually
be occupied, or allocated, to the applicants in the wmiting 1list?

HON, J. CARUANA:

T am afraid T cannot give a very accurate idea of that, Mr. Spealker,
Housing Allocation Committee meets regularly, as the Members opposite are
avare, and there is also, as the House is aware, a general review of the
Housing situation going on within the Department. They have very much in
mind the allocation of these first 110 flats.

T

c
<]
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No.6 of 1971 Oral

The Hon., Lt. Col. J,L. Hoare

When will the two concrete seats, one at each of the extremes of the
ar Memorial Promenade, be repaired?

Answer

The Minister for Public Jorks and Housing

Sir, as the House may ve aware the seats in question were dameged
during the construction of the Catholic Community Centre and of the office
block on the sitc of 'The Haven', resvectively. The Department has been
endeavouring to settle liability for the lamnze, but to no avail.

New secat slabs were ordered in fect in June 1970 from the original
supplier wwho has not, I regret to say, bzen able to provide them, sO far,

Accordingly it was decided several w1eeks ago that the Department would

itsolf manufacture the slabs and repair the seats and it is expected that
this will be done by the beginning of next month.
J o &

Supplementany to No,6 of 1971

HON. LT. COL. J. L. HOARE:

Thank yvou Mr, Minister for that, but would it not have been »rudent
to have had the scats repaired and then settled the litigation afterwards.
After all,this sromenade, 2s I understand it, is used very extensively.
Tould this not have been a better arrangement? To m@nd the damage first

and then procrastinate and argue afterwzrds about who pays? To my knowledge

it is over a vear since one of those seats has been broken.

HON. J. CARUANA:
That is 2 matter of opinion Mr, Spealcr, when we are in many senses
looking after the welfare of the tax >ayer. One does not want to spend
the money in a hurry without setting the liabilities., At one point 1t was
thought that the liabilities would bc easy to settle but then, as the
members opposite arec awarc, the legal complications started to arise and

one got involved in this sort of situation. I think that should answer the

Gallant Member opposite.

HON. LT. COL, J. L. HOARE:

Onc further comment if T m&f? TIs it not = fact that the interests
of the Tax »nayer are also the interests of those who use this place, and
therefore it would have been better to have done the work in the first 2

Tg
BRCA

HON. J. CARUANA:

That, Mr. Speaker, is a matter of oninion.

ce?
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Noe.7 of 1971 Oral
The Hon. A. W. Serfaty

Sir, will Covernment ensure that the Public orks Department will carry
out the necessary work in the repair of public highways, with particular
emphasis on not-holes?

Answer

The Minister for Public Works and Housing

Mr. Speaker the repairof public hi hwoys is a continuous process and
within the limits of its available rescurces the department ensures that + .2
highways are maintained and kept inm gocd repair. i great volume -of rein
statenent work is being carried out at present due to work in the hishways
for electricity, telephone end water services,

The deparitment s highway section carrics out regular inspection
of the roads that are in need of revair, and those are attended to as
expeditiously as possible,

The volume of work to be carried out varies and at this time of the
year, after heavy rain, it is always at a peake The department is nonethelcss
endeavouring to maintain and improve upon the nresent standard of maintenance.

Supplementary to No,7 of 1971

HON. A, W. SERFATY:

Will the Hon. Minister pay particuler attention to pot-holes on the
pavement of Main Street, bearing in mind that the repair of these pot-holes
is really very economical?

HON, J. CARUANA:

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Hon. Member opposite for bringing to my
notice a varticular instance. I shall certainly look into it. T thought
that pot-holes referred exclusively to holes in the roads and not to
payements. Pavements arewually damaged pavenents and not pot-holed
pavements,

HON, A, 7. SERFATY:

Sir, it is obvious that highways include pavements, public highways.
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No.8 of 1971 Oral

The Hon, E. J. Alvarez

Will Government state when Gardiner's Road will be opened to vehicular
traffic?

Answer

The Minister for Tourism and Municipal Services

It is expected that the road will be onened for vehicular traffic very
shortly, nossibly early in February.



No.9 of 1971 gral
The Hon. E. J.|Alvares

Will Government say why Bus Route No.8 is not covering the itinerary
of Flat Bastion Road?

Answer
e = =

The Minister for Tourism and Munidpal Services

The operators are in default in disconbinuing this route and the
matter has been telken up with them as this constitutes a breach of the
conditions of their licence.

Supplementary to'No.S of 1971

HOI". E, J. ALVAREZ:

Will the Hon, Minister be kind enough to answer my guestion again
because I have hardly heerd him?

HON. W, M. ISOLA:

The operators are in ddhult in discontinuing this route and the
matter has been taken up with them as this constitutes a breach of the
conditions of their licence.

HON. B, J, ALVAREZ:

I am grateful for that answer Sir, but will the Honourable Minister
agree that there is really an urgent need for this route and it should be
re~-established as early as possible in the interests of the people residing
at the Unper districts of Flat Bastion Road, 7illisses Road etc.?

HON. %, i, ISOLA:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the Hon. Membor is aware when he was the Cheirman
of the Transport Commission, under section %5 of the Traffic Ordinance, the
procedure when a bus ceases to opercte a route is for the Transport
Commission to give them reasonable notice to chow cause why the licence
should not be revoked or suspended, This has heen done by the Transport
Commission and as soon as the due opporbunity is given to the operators,
the Transport Commission will immediately sit to consider whether this
route, or the licence, should be revoked or not.

HON., E. J. ALVAREZ:

Thank you.



No,10 of 1971 Qgg;
The Hon. fLie W. Serfaty

tthat parts of the report on the future potential of Gibraltar's Tourism
have now been received from P.A, International Ltd.?

Ansver

The Minister for Tourism ond Municipol Services

Mr, Speaker, Sir, P.&, International Management Consultents Ltd. to
use thelr full title, have submitted three interim, moinly statistical
reports ond a final renort is expected at the end of the month or carly
next month,

Supplementary to Ne,10 of 1971
HON, A. W, SERFATY:

Isn't it a fact Sir, that the Hon. Minister said in July 1970 that the
final report was due at the end of October 19702

HON, W, M, ISOLA:

Mr. Speaker, I don't doubt my Hon, Member's word., If T said thoteeeees

HON, A, ¥, SERFATY:
No,78¢

HON. W, M, ISOLa:

If T said that, then that is correct, but may I remind the Hon, Member
that I can only answer a question here on the P,A. Management based on
information that I get from them. If subsegquently they tell me thot the
report will not be ready until January of this year, there is very little
that I can do. I am not preparing the report, or the Government.

HON. 4, W. SERFATY:

But surely the Hon. Minister is res:onsible to the House for the work
of P.i. International Limited and he was promised this report for October 1970.
He got his initial report, the initial assessment and part I, over a year
ago and was promised the final report for Octover 1970. e should do
something about it, something drastic about it. The Hon. Minister will agrse
with me that this is of importance,

HON. W, M, ISOLA:

Mr, Speaker, Sir, the report I believe should have been ready by October
but due to some matter beyond their control I was informed that they would
not be able to give that final report until January. There is very little
that I can ®,

HON. &, W, SERFATY:

Has the Hon. Minister taken the trouble of asking this firm what are
the reasons beyond their control vhich have caused this rcport to be delayed
for 5 or 6 months?

HON. W. M, ISOLA:

I do not accept that it is & 5 or A months delay, it is a matter of
threc months,
HON, A, 7, SERFATY:

Let us hope_that it will only be four months and that we do get it
in January, and I do not have %0 put another question in six months time
Mr. Speaker,
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The Hon,., M. K. Featherstone

“hat are Government plans on a colprehensive education scheme?

Answer

The Minister for fducation and Recreation

- Mr. Specker, in a statement I made to this House on the 21st October,
1978, I 'stated that, this Government was — I quote - "truly and gladly
committed to this system of educotion and I am hopeful that with British
Government support I shall be able to announce an implementation date by
January next vear." Msaning of course this January., Plans for implementing
a system of comprehensive education in Gibraltar are in preparation but a
final decision on the manner and date of implenentation of the system cannot
be taken until these nlans are fully comleted and considered by the
Government and all parties concerned.

Supplementary to No.1ll of 1971

HON, M. X, FEATIHERSTONE:

And when Sir, does the Minister with his, as it might be termed,
'injudicious use of time language', estimate this will be? I say this,
injudicious use, because if we cast back to the last meeting, Sir, I anm
sure that the iiinister will agree with me that one of his own side brought
up this word and it does seem that on the Government side time does not seenm
to be of the essence, when can we expect a proper statement of Government
plans with regard to a comprehensive scheme?

HON. L. DEVINCENZI:

Sir, I shall endeavour to satisfy the Hon. Member opposite, but it is
at this stage somevhat difficult to give a date. It is hopeful to give
one possibly next month. In fact I will go as fer as to say that we should
have had a meeting with the members of the GTA last Saturday and we would
have then in fact shown them some plans to start at least the first stage
of comprehensive system. Unfortunately this meeting did not take place,
as we were notified by the GTA that they would not meet us, and this is in
fact one of the main reasons why I am not prepared, at this stage, to
inform the House of plans. There might be some need of changing it if
the GTA come up with some suggestions., e felt that the plans were
substantially good and the GTA would certainly have accepted what we were
suggesting, but because this meeting did not take place, we shall have to
wait and see whether things will improve., I am very hopeful, and I sincerely
hope that this will be possible for the good of Gibraltar, that we shall be
able to say something next month. So really, Government has some plans,
although not fully completed, but certainly at least to implement the first
stage.

HON, M. K, FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, will the Minister not agree that all the time he has these »ious
hopes of being able to make a statement next month or a month after the
possibility of holding an 11-plus examination, being of great importance,
is getting greater and parents are considerably worried about &t?

HON, L. DEVINCENZI:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think I mentioned in a previous statement , or
I may have been answering some gquestions from the Hon. Member opposite, thuat
the seleetion test will in fact take place this year, but I was very doubtful
in fact, one can be pretty certain that the results would not be used. I
will go further, and I think at this stage I would like to inform the House,
that there is 2 good possibility that because of the Teacher's work to rule,
and the possibility of a strike, that it is very possible that we might put
baclk the date of the selection test for perhans a couple of months, perha.s
three months, in order that the children will not in any way suffer from ony
lack of attention they might be receiving now. The end result would be the
same, reclly, because this is done in liarch and transfers do not take nlace
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until September. So if they are given %two or three extra months, they will

not in any iy suffer as far as T can see,

HON. M. X. FEATSERSTONE:

Sir, will the Hon. Minister not agree then that as he has no definite
olans for comprehensive schemes, as he does a0t really know when he is going

{to hold & selection test, - his denariment gensrally is in rather a mess?

HON. L. DEVINCENZI:

lire Speaker, quite frankly T did not say what the Hon, Member has just
mentioned., I said that we had plans, not that We have not got plans, ‘e
have plans and in fact we might have been in a Position to bring them to the
douse today, if we had had this meeting with the GTA. I cannot bossibly
agree with the insinuations, that the don, YMember has just made., Of course
one expects those insinuations, I an not &t all surprised.,

HON, 1, X, FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, would not the Hon, Member agree that if he wished to have a
meeting with somebody it is not all thet difficult to do so?
HON. L. DEVINCENZI:

Mr, Speaker, I find that the Hon, Member “as not understood, The meeting
Wwas arranged for last Saturday and on Saturday morning we were informed by
the other party that they would not come,

HON. M. X, FEATHERSTONE :

Sir, does the Hon, Minister not agree that if he makes a atatenent in
October that he is going to give plans in January, to leave the vital
meeting to 3 days beforehand is again a little injudicious use of timinzg

HON. L. DEVINCENZI:

No, Sir, I do not agree.. There have been some consultations held before,
with the GTA. This would perhaps have been one of the final meetings to

settle the implementation of the first stage,

HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSAN:

Is the MinisterAnow-trying to put the whole blame of his delay on the
recent announcement of the !Go slow'! by the GTA? Is that really the intention
of the Minister? Is he trying to tell this House that he has not been able
to produce, in January , as promised, ‘a scheme for comprehensive education
because of something that has happened three days ago?

HON. L. DEVINCENZI:

Mr. Speaker that is very cleverly put, I must 8a7e. I am not insinuating
that the Hon. and Learned Leader of tihe Opposition is trying to make political
capital out of this, but the facts remein as stated. I could have come
today and declare to the ouse what lans there are, but out of ccuptesy
and in fact, because I think it is necessary, to consult the GTA who thouzht
thdt I should not introduce it nov. If perhs;s Hon, Members would like to
come, any of them, and be shown the rlans this would be considered,

HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSAN:

Sir, I am afraid that the question has not been ansyered. Is the
Minister nou saying that because a meeting was refused three days ago, he is
not in a position to produce his promised plans today? This is the guestion
on which I want an answer, please, '

HON, L, DEVINCENZI:

Mr. Speaker, in the first place I did not 2romise I would make a
statement in January, I said I was hopeful +to be able to do 50. In fact
there is a difference, quite a marked'difference, and of course the fact
remains that because of the meeting that did not talke place with the GTA



the plans, although they are ready, are not oeing given to the House todey.
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HOM. SIR JOSHUA fASSAIT:
So the answer 1s yes.

" HON. L, DEVINCENZI:

' » Yes to whaf?

HON. STR <OSHUA HASSAN:

T will put the question again, because I am not zoing to be bhamboozed
by side remarks. I asked a very simple question, and let me assure the

“Minister; and let me assurc the House, that I am not interested whatsoever in

. the political side or anything about the GTA. (laughtar)'You nmay laugh but
“this-is true, and in fact if ws were we would have had plenty of ammunition
today ‘but we avoided it and it is the 'linister who has brought it into his
answers. ut let me get this answer quite clearly. Is the Minister saying
that if the meeting that he could not have 3 days ago would have been held
he would have been in a position today to announce his comprehensive scheme

of education as promised in October? o

HON. L. DEVINCENZI: _ .

Mr. Speaker, if the meeting had taken:ﬁlace it would definitely have
been presented, sirice it has not taken place, and I am not blemins the GTA
but I am saying that because of this delay, that we were unable to have
the meeting. I judged that it was better not to present ib.

. HON. M, X. FEATHERSTONE:

But did you not say earlier Sir that you could not .present it as you
had not come to full agreement with the 3British Government on the financial
aspect? Did you not say your plans were not ready, Sir, because you had not
come to agreement with the British Government on the financial aspect. Now
you are telling us your plans were ready but for the teachers meeting. Vhat
do you mean Sir? :

HON. L. DEVIICENZI:
T heve not said anything.about the financial aspects.:
HON, 1. K., FEATHERSTOIE:

In your initial reply, Sir, could T ask for your reply again Sir?
MR. SPEAKER:

May I remind the Hon, lMember to address the Chair when he speaks.,
"HON. M. X. FEATHERSTONE: -

-

T apologise Bir. May I ask the Hon. Minister to give us his first
replsy to the initial gquestion?

HON, L. DEVIMCENZI:

Shall T réad if,agaih>for yoﬁ. Perhajs-the»Hon. Mémber is interested
in this vert. "I am hopeful that with the British Government support’., T
shall read the whole thing if you prefer it. "In a statement T made to
" this House on the 2lst October,-1970, I stated that this .Government was -
I quote - "truly and gladly committed to this system of education and I
am honeful that with British Government support I shall be able to announce
an implementation date by January next year®, o ‘
HON. M. K. FEATHERSTONE: VIAE AR B L e
Then Sir, does it not follow that since he is unable to announce this,
that this has not got British Government support?
HON. L. DEVINCENZI: b o
Tt does not follow at all. We have the British Government support.
HON. M. X. FEATHERSTONE:
And T also understand Sir, that they hévé‘thewﬁlahs. Can we have these
nlans? ' o e i '

1

¥
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HO7, L. DEVINCENZI: _ . | O
4s I s~id beforey e few times,the ansucr is 'No' at this stage, end T

have sgiven the reasons why. I have judged that it is not.the interest

of the Department to give the plans now as there might be some changes

suggested by the GTA, and therefore I am not renared to show the plans now.

I would have been able to do so if the meeting had taken pl@cwhand)of cou.se,

if we nad cone to an agreement.

HON., P. J. ISOLA:

Sir, could we have an assurance from the Minister of the fact that for
the proyer implementation of a comprehensive svstem of education it is
necessary and vital to have the support of the teaching profession and the
nuildings in which we wish to implement it. It is not just a question of
abolishing the 11 plus, unfortunately it is not as simple as that. May I
have an assurance from the Minister that he will not seek to implement or
reorzanise our system of education until he is in a position to do so fully,
effectively, and for the satisfaction and the well being of the children of
Gibraltar.

HON, I, DEVINCENZI:

Mr. Spesker, Sir, I can assure the Hon. Member on this side that care
will be taz en that the comprehensive system of education implemented is the
right one. ‘/e have here now the Director and while we have certainly to take
his recommendations very much into consideration, and although the Hon.
Member is certainly thinking on the right lines, I certainly cannot assure
the Hon. Member exactly the form it is going to take or what sort of
buildings will-be required or how much the building problem will be. If the

‘Director considers that with some buildings, or parts of buildings and some

nodifications in the present schools the system can be implemented, we can
then go ahead. I will certainly consider this very seriously.
HON, SIR JOSHU. HASSAN: |

Sir, is the Minister aware that we were assuming that in his proposals
for comprehenalve education he would precisely have in mind the vital matters
which have been mentioned before?

HON. L. DEVINCENZI:

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry, I beg your indulgence, I did not quite
understand.

HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSAN:

What I sald was that vas the Minister aware that in expecting a state-
ment on comprehensive education we were entitled to expect that it would

‘include the assurances that have been sought from that side of the House.

HOW, L. DEVINCENZI:

Is the Hon. Leader of the Opposition nof satisfied then with my answers
to the Hon. Member on this side of the House?

‘HON. S5SIR JOSHU= HASSAN:

I would like, if I may, to get the assurances myself.- It is perhaps
easier to give it to the other side, but we want the assurances as well,

HON. P, J. ISOLA:

Sir, I would have thought, on a point of order, that assurances are
given to the House not to Hon. Members.
HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSAN:

But the assurance is then for members of both sides and, not to members
whose questions look friendly.

MR. SPSAKER:

I would have thousght that we should not deteriorate into a debate. I
think we have discussed the matter enough =znd we will call the next question.
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The Hon. A. W, Sgyfqgl

Sir, in view of the increased cost of building which has taken place
in the lost 18 months ill Government apply the same yardstick of hotel
development aid, as has been offered to the Farcar Hotel developers, to
local companies vhich have recently cxtended their hotels?

Answer
A

The Fimancial and Development Sscretory

Sir, the azreements with the other companies to which the Honourable
llember refers all of which varied in some respects, were entered into on
the 17th of July, 1968, the 21st June, 1949 and the 24th March 1970. The
agreement with the Parcar Hotel developers has not yet been signed. If the
suggestion 1uode by the Honourable lember vere to be adopted, it would Sir,
create a mont awkward and undesirzble precedent. I regret, therefore, that
the answer %o the question is 'No Sir'.

Supplementary to No,1l2 of 1971

HON. s. W, OERFATY:

Is not the Hon. Financial Secretary in agreement with the fact that the
figures given by Hon. Chief ifinister in his answer No,103 of 1970 show
quite clearly that the aid to the Parcar Jotel Developers is greater than
that offered previously by the previous administration? I would like to
follow this by another supplemeatary but I would like an answer to that
question if I gy,

HON. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

I do not agree Sir, because the figurcs have to be analvsed in context.

HON, A, W, SERFATY:

If the Hon., Chief Minister's answer No.1l03 was correct, does it not
mean that either the Parcar Hotel is going to cost £1,700,000,if we take the
25% aid; or is going to have 425 rooms. At least the Hon. Financial
and Development Secretary should know those facts. I don't, I am asking him.

HON. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

I amsure Sir, that the Hon, Member or indeed any member of this Housc,
would not wish me to start divulging details of the affairs of private
companies with which the Government of Gibraltar gnters into any form of
agreement, or is in negotiation.

HOMN., A, W. SORFATY:

Sir, the fact I am driving at is this, the aid offered to Parcer
Hotel Developers is greater than that offered Hy the previous administration
and I have no quarrel with this because T know in my professional and
personal capacity that the cost of building in Gibraltar in the last 18
months has increased by about 50%, but the question I am now trying to put
to the Hon., Financial Secretary is this: that the two large building exten-
sions which have been carried out in Gibraltsr in the last 18 months, at
least vart of these extensions were carried out in the last 13 months, would
he not consider that the increase in cost during that period is a question
of force majeus and that Government should not turn a blind eve to these
increases in cost?

HON, FINANCTIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, the Hon. Member puts me in rather an embarrasing position, becausec
if' the two projects to which he refers are the ones I have in mind, those
projects vere entered into in the lifetime of the previqgicadministration
and thot is why I find myself in an embarrasing nosition, Sad the agreements
in those particular cases Sir, varied in certain very distinct respects. I
said earlier Sir, that the %3258 would not wish me to start discussing
details of »rivate companiesaAI can Sir, give the Hod., Gentleman an assurance
that the aid given to the Parcar, or that it is proposed to give oy
*Fewme=ssLo, to the Parcar Developers, is not in any way more favourable
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than has been given to other developers in Gibralter and if the Hon.
Gentleman 3ir, would carepto discuss the matter with me in my office, I would
be only too willing to him see that that assurance is completely
correct,

HON. A, W, SORTATY:

I fail to see how that answer can be completely correot, but I accept
the Hon. Financial Secretary's offer and I will go to see him in his office,
HON. FINANCIAL AND DEVLLOPMENT SECRETARY:

I look forward to seeing him Sir.
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Sir, will Government take steps to revive the scheme for the
development of the old Gasworks site and surrounding areas?

Answer

The Chief Minister

Certainly, Sir, in due course when the time is appropriate and it is
con dered to be in the intecrests of Gibraltar.

Supplementary to No.,1l3 of 1971

HON, 4. 7. SERFATY:

Can thet 'in due course' mean one or two years; towards the end of the
life of the »resent Government; if not earlier?

HON, CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker, nothing would give me greater satisfaction than to sec
the development of the area going up, but I am sure that the Hon. Member
who is such a stimulant to development in Gibraltar, for what I am most
thankful, will appreciate that one has to make sure that if we put land to
tender we are likely to get bids which will be interesting to Gibraltar,
and also that will draw developers that we con depend on. e know from
experience how we had in certain cases people coming over oromising to
develop and in the end the land is still laying stale. Sir, I am sure thot
the Hon. Member would not like to see that ha»jpening. Perhaps we should
take our time and when we do go to tender, or do put any land out for tender
for development, that we do have the opportunity of drawing the right peoplc.

HOW., .ve W. SARFATY:

Isn't the Hon, Chief Minister jumping to conclusions when he says that
this land should be put out to tender? Is he aware that for example there is
a public sector side of the development -hich could be tackled by the
Government with vroper aid from Britain? This is what I am driving at, the

Public sector side of the development.

HON., CHIEF MINISTER:

with all due respect Mr. Speaker I do not understand what he means by
the Public Sector.

HON, L. We SERFATY:

May I explain Mr. Speaker, and that is that this development will
comprise the Public sector side, which is the construction of roads, and the
nrivate scctor which is the development of the area between these roads. "1l
the Hon, Chief Minister undertake to study this. He has got to a wonderful
planning comnittee, mainly I regret to say composed of service officers who
don't come to Gibraltar to develop Gibraltar., But will he undertake to
consider the ustudy of the general development of this area? Perhaps to
begin with the public sector side, if he can get proper development aid
from London? :

HON., CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker, I can assure the Hon., Member that the question of
development is all the time under constant review and we do in fact attract
veople to come 30 Gibraltar and we even go round with them showing them the
sighss, I rather obj ctTto his remark on the services officers and members
of the, ¥BE¥ and Landq*ﬂ%b are working in the Development and Planning

MunisTRy of Pusie
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%gm%%asign and who, I can assure the Jon. Member, are contributing to the
fhlesests of Gibraltar in no siall measure, I do hope that he will be able
t%:retract those words because I assure the Hon. Member that his impression¥
e#e certainly the wrong one#. As to the general plan of development in that
area that he has just mentioned, as I said we shall do this when it is
appropriate. Ve have not got either the funds or the finance to start
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doing what the Hon. Member. suggestss However there are other areas where
this' could.be done with less money and they ore already in hand, One, I

am sure he ill be iﬁ%d to hear, we hope will be able to come up to tender
will be Casem~tes, area in casemates; another one will be in Gardiner's
Rood, which is about to oven, and there will be there about 3 acres, I hove
this will satisfy the Hon, ! Member that ve are just as keen as he is in soeing
development go forward, '

vowoova we] OBk iy W, S""UI‘A'T‘(‘{ G Flad CTLLIG A JUm G UL Tmeasir we PSRN RITSLE LUK SRR

It is 2 beginning, and I am thenkful to the Hon. Chief Minister for

the last port of his reply. I would: like to clarify that I did not mean thet
the service members of the Planning Commission are not doing a good job.

Of course, I =m sure they are but the Opposition objects, and the iHon.
- Chief Minister knows it very well, that the service members of this

Planning Committee are in.the magorltJ, and vhat I wanted to say was that
these gentlenen do not come here to do the ore~tive thinking that should be
done by elected members, that is why they stood for electlons.

'HON. CHIEF MINISTER:
Mr, Spesker, first of all this was a matter that we debated on the
House =t length and I do not want to go back to what was said there, but I

think I ought to put the Hon. Member right on one point, that is that the
sservice members are not in a me jority in this Commission.
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. 8ir, his the Government now received the report for a feasibility siudy

. of thevnew fecht Marina at Montague 3astion?

Answer
The Chief Minister

. Sir, if the Hon. Member is referring to the lontague Basin, the answcer
is No, 8ir. Developmént of the Marina is closely linked with that of the
Viaduct Lteclamation which involves housing over 700 families in Gibraltar
which I think the Hon. Member will agree has, at least, a humanitarien
priority over everything else. Until we are ready with the latter, the
developers, who have already done some preliminary work, are unable to
proceed with their feasibility study. Ue are doing everything possible to
hurry things ups ’

Supplementany.tb_No.lh of 1971

HON. A. W. SERFATY:

I agree entirely., First of all I would like to apologise because it
is Montague Basin and not Montague Rastion, “hen I put this question, T
vas referring to what seemed to me to be a commitment on the part of the
Hon, Financial and Development Secretary, in his answer to a supplementary
to question No,86 of 1970, that on the 20th of August, 1970, he was going
to receive the feasibility study. We are now in January.

HON, CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker, perhaps I could clarify matters. 7hen we went to England
as a delegation in December 1969 we did, as the Hon. Members know, bring
back what I thought was a great gift from Great Britain, and this was the
Viaduct Site, It is there that we intend to put 700 houses. This I think
again is a great thing and because of that all the plans that have been
thought of before unfortunately had to be put off, because naturally
developers wanted to know what sort of skyline this new development was going
to have before they could go in earnest into the feasibility study. This
is the situation. Since then we have asked our consultants to get in touch
with the' firm in question; they are intouch and we are trying to meet, as
much &s possible their requirements. .And I do hepe it won't be long before
the plans of Viaduct Site are more or less, at least in outline, ready. It
will be possible then, I think, for the developers in (uestion to be able
o go ahead with their feasibility study. I can assure the Hon., HMember that
we are doing everything possible not only to get the 700 houses there, but
also to see the lMarina going as soon as possible.

HON., fio W. SERFATY:

Just one more question, This "as soon as possible” because I mean we
must be very careful. What does this "as soon as possible" really mean?

HQOI'. CHIEF MINISTER:

Well T think the Hon. Member must realise that there are lots of
authorities involved in all this and I think they know from experience
when they were in Government, what as soon as possible means: or is it
that that has changed its meaning now?

HON’ ° A. ° VJTD SERF.A.TY:
It has indeed changed.

HON, CHIEF MINISTER:

Perhaps the Hon, Member will recall the Tower Blocks, Parcar and a
few other projects, which I think were very much .....th%“xjgtoria Stadium, -
the Marina ...I can turn to a few others. In fact I thinkhe =22 looks

at the progress that this Government has achieved, and it is available in
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my annuol report,q;;% will find there 44 itens that this Govermment has
accorplished in one year, and I challenge the Opposition to see if they can
neet the samc number of projects and the same number of things done in their
previous rear in Government.

HON. STR JOSHUA HASSAN:

' Is the Chief Minister aware that before he had any interest in
Gibraltar, other-people were developing and other people were doing things
which he has inherited and which it has been so easy for him to build

7 from?

HON, CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr. Speaker I have not susgested that for one moment, I .am not trying
to degrade in any way the work that the Hon. and Learned Leader of the
Opposition has done for Gibraltar. That was not my intention. T did not
want to make him'jealous’either.’(Laughﬁer)'ﬂll I was trying to do is to
show what this Government is doing and if that is something that he dislikes,
I am afraid we cannot help that., I hope he will really try s win the
next elections and if he does, he can come' and take over this side of the

‘floor. But whilst we:are in Government we are going to do what we think
is yroper. : ; o






No,16 of 1971 Oral ;%7
The Hon. M. K._Fewtherstgpe '

Slr, Wh&t are Government plans with reﬁard to 1nform1ng the general

“uollc concernln uec_l_rfxa,llsat:Lon’>

Answer

The Financial and Development Secretary

8ir, we have, been working at this steadily ever 51noe February 19€38

-when' the decision to adopt decimal currency in :1bru1tar at the same time

as in Britain was announced. As a resul* Sir, circulars to the trade and

to householders, as well as notices and proclamations, have issued periodically
and we have kept & close watch on ‘the publicity given to decimalisation in

the various information mediz. ~ Tn fact since last-October, Municipal
Depertnent accounts have been issued in decimal currency and have heen
accompanied by a coaversion table designed tc acgquaint the public with the
method of conversion. It will also, I am Sure Sir not have escaped the

Hon, lember's attention that on.the very day that he give notice of his
uestion & circuler letter issued to all traders .enclosing a 20" by 30"

’shoppéfYS table.

Ifi Britain Slr, publicity is being concentrated in the last few weeks from
D-Day., This is what we intend to do here mainly by distributing to all
householders the same booklet being used at homé. The booklet is a 2L=-page
one entitled "Your Guide to Decimal Money". This is illustrated in
question-and-answer form, concentrates on practical eﬁerjday shopping
situations and contains 2 detachable copies of the Shoppers' Table. At the
sane tlne Sir, | the Banks, to whom we are very grateful, will be distributing
another booklet issued by the British Bankers' Association entitled "Your
Bank aAccount and Decimal Currency."

Finally, Sir, I hoped that by puttingvon the Order Paper today the

. 311l to make provision for the introduction of Decimal Currency,"I would be
bring 1ng the spotllpht of mublicity on. the whole matter. The Hon, Member

has, of course, Sir, contributed to this with his question.
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CHON, M, K. FOAT:TRSTONE: o

Sir, I am extrenely ”raceful to the Ton. Develo ment and Financial

" Secretery for ais nost luecid answer Sire I knew of course‘that Britain was

spending & large sum ‘of money end I am very »Dlceased to see that we are
getting the same book Sir. Would the Hon. Minister for Information agree,
had he been here verhaps this informetion might have been.givenNeeee

MR DPEAK&R : v
T an sorry, I cannot 2llow that guestion.

HON. 1I. K. FEATIERSTONE:

This question Sir, was on information to the general publio Sir,

 MR.'ngAKER:

5

Yes but 1t has been asked from the Mi nwster ‘for Tnformatlon.

HON. 1M, K.‘FEATHERSTONE:

Yes Sir, unfortunately I mean, hoed one had this information earlier,
that we were going to get these booklets etc., perhaps the question might
not have been so urgent or so necessary. It was the fact that we were in
complete ignorance of what was going on that e had to ask this question Sir,
vhich T feel might be atributable to the absence, for wrious reasons of the
Minister for Information, However Sir, since the Hon. Financial and Develo -
ment Secretary is’ ansmcwlnb the questions T will continue asking him even
though it is 2 matter of information Sir. Could the Hon.. Minister say whot
is going to be done Sir, to safeguard consumers that there is no increase
in the cost of living or if there is any increase this is kert to the
minimum?












