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Queation� to--b{;, l.l..Sked by the Honourable Members at the Meet4,ng of the 
Houae of Assembly held on 16,3.71. 

No.18 of 1971 

The Hon, A. W. Serfaty 

Sir,b ow many times has the Development and Planning Commission met to 
discuss Economic Development projects connected with the infrastructure 
of the Tourist Industry? 

Answer 

The Chief Minister 

Sir,,since its appointment tn April, 1970, the Development and Planning 
Commission has met on eight occasions and has considered 107 items, 25 of which 
were concerned with the infrastructure of-tourism. Of these, 15 can be 
classified as econo�<? deYelopment projects. These are: 

Development o-f: .. , ·old. Comma:nd. Pay Office site for the Erection of an hotel. 
Parcar Hotel. 

Cafeteria/Nightclub at EastGrn Beach, 

Bayside Cinema� · 

Development of Casemates - east side, 

Cafeteria/Di�cotheque at Victoria Stadium, 

Development Aid -Li.�ence to Mediterranean H�tel. 

Development Aid Programme which included •aid.to Tourism in the form 
of additional amenities t• hotels • 

. . � 

Chimney Corner Club. 

PrQposed chalets at Catalan Bay. 

Catalan Bay: prop�aed boarding house. 

Giralda Garden:., pr•posed restaurant. 

Propo.:.ed nightclub at �hatham· �,ounterguard. 

Extension to Lwbster Pot, Catalan Bay. 
,. 

. 
. 

Amusement Hall and di�cothe�ue, Regal Cinema. 

In addition we have dealt with the following matters related to tourism 

and the improvement of amenities: 

Development of Governor's Parade to improve parking· and to embellish 
the Square. 

Reservation of sites for hotels at Napier Battery and Parsons Lodge 
Battery. 

Access to beach at Sandy Bay. 

Appearance of building�,, generally. 
Resiting of Refuse Incinerator from present site on main tourist route, 

Improvements to area opposite Cathedral of St. Mary the Crowned. 

Improvements to beaches and Waterport �rea. 

Proposed garden at rear of Artillery House. 

Caravan Sites .• 

Clearing up of North Front and screening of sites fronting Devil's 
Tower Road. 
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.., ... 

', 'HON. A. w. ' SERFA'l'Y: ' 
Thank you very much Mr. 'speak'er, can the Chief Minister tell us when 

Napier Battery and Persons Lodge sites will be put out to tender? 

HON. CHIEF MINISTER: 

! am afrlt.id Sir, that I cannot give a date at this atage, Mr. Speaker,

HON. A. W. SERFATY: · 

These schome s were studied by the previous Government over 2 years ago 
J 

doesn't the Chief Minister consider that it is high time that these two si'c.\3, 
were put up to tender for hotel development? 

HON. CHIEF MINISTER: 

This is really·a question dealing with hotels only, I will however try 
to explain to the Hon. Member that we have spent our time, T · think to some 
e�tent successfully, in certainly getting one hotel going and possibly on 
the other one, we shall hear an announcemont of' its decision ·to start 
building soon. Once w� have got these two off' the ground, it will I think 
be time to start on the others. 

HON. A. W. SERFATY: 

Isn't this one hotel that the Chief' M::mister is referring to an old 
scheme, several years old ,. I see nothing new with regards to Hotel Develop­
ment in the long list kindly read by the Chief Minister • 

.. 

HON. CHIEF MINISTER: 

: a.;;:J. ;ery grateful to the Hon. Membsr•to point out that this is a very 
old scheme and that luckily it is this GoverJ'l]llent which is getting it off' the 
ground. 

HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSAN: 

Will you answer the questiqn•why the Napier.S"ite is not being put out 
for tender now'? After all, 19 months of''"this excel;lent era we are enjoying 
should be enough to know at least when it i� going to be· put ou>t. 

; > 

HON. CHIEF MINISTER: 

Well Mr .. Speaker I thi.nlc- I said that r· was not prepared to go into the 
details of' this at the moment, but I think it is wise not to flood the market, 
At the moment'' it is importaht to get two hotels off the ground, we must not 
scare developers with undue competition. 

HON. A. W. SERFATY: 

Sir, can the Chief Minister give us an assurance that the Parkar Project 
will mate�ialise? :. 

HON. CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot give an assurance at this moment, but I think that 
things are looking wel�. . : � 

HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSAN: 

Ori the question of flooding the market, surely this is well known to 
potential develsipers of' the sites available, and- is he going tu make it any 
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HON. I. ABECASIS: 
Wouldn't the Minister be prepared to give it a trial?· I mean, the 

persons who applied for a licence promised Government that the y were providing 
a new van, a brand new van, and that they-were quite prepared to allow the 
Health Inspector to supervise it if necessary. Would you give this a tri.al 
for at least 3 or 6·months to see whether.he complies with all his promises? 

HON. MISS .ANES : 

Well sir, considering that the applicant the Hon. Member_ is referring 
to, in his various letters:,. contradicted himself. For instance in one he said

that he had already bought. a van, then he said he was prepared to buy a van. 
In our first answer we quoted the deci sion taken by the City Council ana I

am sure that should th� Government decide to consider the matter again 
thoroughly� then it0 will be done Sir. At the moment, 1 think that the 
decision by the City Council to adopt that measure, was taken in one of its 
rare lucid moments, and I think it was the right one. _(Laughter) 

HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSf.N;

Is the Minister rei'e:;:-r\ng to_ L.1c::.c. mcmeat on he;r- part or on the part 
of the City Council? 

• HON. MISS .ANES:

I beg your pardon Sir? Could the Hon. Leader please repeat that? 

HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSAN:

Oh, forget it! (Laugh.,.-ar) 

HON. T. ABECASIS : 

·· Do I take it that the Min:i.ste1 is not prepared to grant a permit for 
at least three or six months to th�s particular app],icant? 

HON. MISS ANES : 

, • At this moment I cannot Eay th, .,_ I will- refuse or not.- If' Government 
considers that the applications are W)Y · looking into tnd the decision 

• taken by the City Council in 1968 ab) 1.:�d be looked into further, perhaps thc.1;
may be the right time, out at this r: ir ent I still m9.intain that the decis:i. on
taken by the City Council· a:C-J.d t:�e '?L

i ,,1 L.� Heal th Department I s in pursuance of
the reports they submitted -th:coughou: i;he years, is the right one.

HON. I • .ABECASIS:
Doesn't the Minister think it i:: :n the interest of those people of

Gibraltar who live i:1 J.:he :i:·ernot.e_ aroa. , that they sh.ould have fresh fish,
as opposed to frozen fiBh, taken t :i :t _1 -ir places of residence?

HON. MISS .ANES:
Fresh fish or frozer, fis.1:1, ,;r i: i3 a matte:r of taste. {Laughter) We have

been eating froze,n meat for a �00(_ YJ.IX1,H l' of years in Gibr�ltar, and I think
none o:f us here remembers vrhen \'.e las·� te·fresh· meat o Sir, there is already
a wet tfish shop in Laguna: and it. ,-,as :i-: Jved ver:

i

. successful. I see no reason
why· there shouldn I t be othe:rii · r, . Jthc:� ireas A · ' 

HON. SIR JOSHUA HASSAN:
But will the Minister sa:.r ii ''lethe:·: he will consider giving facilities

for such shops in the housing 3 :Gate�, at reasonable price, otherwise it
will reflect in the price of: c·i .E:- fisl.?
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HON. MISS .ANES: 
As I have alre ady said sir, if Government decides that the time has come 

to look into the que stion of licences, we shall look into it, certainly. But 
it will be a matter of policy for this Government to decide whether we revoke 
the decision taken by the City Council in 1969 or not. 

HON. I. ABECASIS: 

Do I t ake it that this person has to apply once again? Do I take it that 
persons who are interested could apply once again? 

HON. MISS ANES: 

Well, they can always apply; there if of course, no reason why they 
should not. 




