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PRESENT ¢

REPORT OF THE PRCCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

The Twenty-second Meeting of the First Session of the First
House of Assembly held in the House of Agsembly Chamber on
Wednesday the 3rd May, 1972, at 6.00 pm.

Mr Speaker. « . e e 8 s.0 9% e o (In The Chair)
The Hon A J Vasquez MA

GOVERNMENT ¢

The Hon Major R J Peliza, Chief Minister.

The Hon M Xiberras, Minister for Labour and Social Security
and Housing.

The Hon Major A J Gache, Minister for Commercial Economic
Development,

The Hon J Caruana, Minister for Public Works.

The Hon W M Isola, Minister for Tourism and Municipal Services.

The Hon Miss C Anes, Minister for Medical and Health Services.

The Hon L Devincenzi, Minister for Education and Recreation.

The Hon R H Hickling CMG QC, Attorney-General,

The Hon A Mackay CMG; Finantial and Develqpment Secretary.

The Hon P J Isola OBE,

OPPOSITION:

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan CBE MVO QC JP, Leader of the Opposition.
The Hon A W Serfaty OBE JP

The Hon A P Montegriffo OBE

The Hon E J Alvarez OBE JP

The Hon M X Featherstone

The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon It Col J L Hoare

IN ATTENDANCE ¢

J L Ballantine Esq, Clerk to the House of Assembly (Acting).
PRAYER,

Mr Speaker recited the prayer.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES.

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 27th Mgrch 1972 having
been previously c ira lated were taken as read and confimrmed,

DOCUMENTS LAID.

The Hon the Minister for Tourism anl Municipal Services laid
on the table the following document:

The Draft Statistics (Tourist S,rvey) Order 1972,
Ordered to lie.
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The Hon the Minister for Medical and Health Services laid on the
table the following dccument:

The Skimmed Milk with Non-Milk Fot Regulations 1972,
Qrdered to lie, |

The Hon the Financial and Development Sccretary laid on the
table the following documents:

(1) /*The Animals and Birds -(Amendment)(No 2) Rules 1972,

(2) The Traffic (Registration -and Licensing of Civilian
Vehicles)(Amendment ) Regulations 1972.

(3) The Wireless Telegraphy (Amendment) Regulations 1972.

) Tge Draft Licensing and Fees (Overtime Fees) Notice
l 72. T

(5) The Gibral tar Broadcasting Corporationts Financial

_ Statements for the period of fifteen months ended
51lst Merch 1971, together with Auditor's Report.

6) Annual Report by the Chairman of the Gibraltar
‘Broadcasting Corporation (1970/71).

Ordered to lie,

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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STATEMENT BY MINISTER FOR COMMERC IAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY %RD MAY 1972

-CARPARK PROJECT (PARCAR)

Mr Spesker, in vieW of the widespread and growing
public interest in the subject of parking for motor vehicles T

' think the House would like to know what is being planned in this
connection as a corollery to the erection of the Cueensway Hotel

and the cmbellishment of the surrounding arca. As Honcurable

 Memberg will eppreciatc, the construction of this hotel will,
‘without/doubt, attract additional traffic to Fish Market Raad.
.This would, in turn, meke the posgition in this vicinity intole-
‘reble from the point of view of circulation and parking unless

steps are taken to rationalise the situation.

With this in mind the Government has becn giving con-
sideration to wgys and means of forestalling these antic ipated
difficulties and providing more parking spaces for Gibraltar.

I am happy to say that on the initiative and with the full
participetion of Parcar Utilities Limited, who have been res-
ponsible for launching the hotel projcct, a scheme has been
prepared which will not only lead to improvements in the present
parking arrangements, but will enable part of Fish Mgrket Road
to be widened and the Public Markets to be me-arranged and
improved, :

These proposals will provide 136 car spaces this ycar
on two levels, 56 of which will be on & concrete deck to be
erected over the existing Fish Market eand adjoining garages.
Access to the car deck will be from Line Wall Road. Another 61
cars will be accommodated under the deck after the Fish Market
buildings and garages have becn demolished, One interesting
feature is that it will be possible to get this number of cars
to be parked in this restricted area by installing a simple
mechanical system which will permit two cars to be parked in
the space of one, These double parkers will allow a driver to
drive his car on to a platform with a second space in the unit,
above or below as the case may be, available for a second car
without disturbing the first car. The system will accept all
sizes of saloon cars and will not need full-time attendants,

The demolition of the stalls adjoining the Fish Market
will provide the space for the reamining 19 cars spaces. The
I'ish Market and stalls thus demolished will be replaced in the
Fish Meet Hall complex which I think will be acceptable to the
public and the housewives in particular,

‘The scheme is be ing financed jointly by the Government
and by Parcar in an agreed proportion. This agreement has
made it possible to cost the works on advantageous terms

‘because of the availability on site of the Company's Managemant

contractor, tower crane and patented system of construction
which will enable the job to.be carried out quickly and with
appreciable savings. — In return for their contribution and
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cooperation Parcar will be given a concession to operate these
car parks for the benefit of persons resorting to the hotel

and of motorlsts at lerge., ‘This will be subject to Government
control, :

4

The totél 5f 136 car spaces will be in addition to the
existing spaces on Llne Wall Road to the south of Montagu
Bastion, A ‘

The Government is satisficd thet any attempt to ame-
liorate the parking problem must depend as much on the
controlled gnd 1mproved use of car parks as oh the pxov151on of
:addltlonal parking areas, a task which, as the House is aware
from a recent statemcnt by my honourable colleague the Minister
for Public Works, the Governmcnt is pressing on v1gorously and
with determlnatlon.-

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

Mr Speaker, the Honourable Minister put a lot of things

in that statement which requires to be considered certcinly from
this side of the House, but I would like to posc one question at
this stage. How many parking speces were reguired under the
planning permission for the hotel to be provided as a condition
- for the building of the hotel by the developers?

Hon Major A J Gache

Fifty, Sir.

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

How meny of those are being provided without the
1nterventlon of this scheme mentioned by the Minister?

Hon Major A J Gache

Thosc fifty ere included in the 156,

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

And we are going to share half thc cost to provide
for 75 of which the other party are only going to make a
provision of 25?

Hon Major A J Gache

No, but I'll be quite happy to discuss the finances
of this project with .thc Honourable and Learned Leader of the
Opposition. There are in fact 106 more car spaces because
there are 156 or 155 and it is a matter of whether we move a
post one way or the other. There are 156 and 50 of those
are being contributed by the Parcar Hotel and, of course, the
other 106 the Government is meking a very small contribution
considering the cpst of this and it is small because, as I
mentioned before, we have got the crane thoere until the end

-

o~
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of July and the columns which are going to be used underneath
the decks are identical to those which are being used for the
hotel. I have got a model of this site and of the project
and I will be only too pleased to show this model to the
Honourable and Learned Leader of the Opposition and any other
Member,

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

I em grateful for that reply, I'll just hold my

silence for the time being and look forward to seeing the

details and revert to it if I find it necessary.

Hon Major A J Gache

I am only delighted to do so at any time,
Hon A W Serfaty

The Minister has said that the contribution of the
Government has been agreed upon with the Company but he has
not told us what percentage is going to be contributed by the
Government Another question, Sir, if I may, is
whether pople using this car park to go to Market, for example,
w111 have to pay a. purklng fee?

Hon Maaor A J Gache

The contribution by Government is in the region of
£14,000 and no more towards the 106 car spaces because the
dther fifty car spaces of course are being provided by the
hotel and they are paying for those. The question of whether
the public will pey for the car spaces that they use either at
Fish Markct Road or on the Line Wall Road of course this will
come into the context of parking generally in Gibraltar which
we will have to consider when the scheme is put forward by my

.Honourable colleague the Minister for Public Works, -

Hon A W Serfapy

Sir, I hope will not assume that the Op9051t10n is
in agreement with this parklng charge.

‘Hon Major A J Gache

I never assume anything Mr Speaker, I think th-t
cverybody will agrece thet if we cen provide 156 cer spcces in
that area both above and below for £14,000 which is really
what it costs the Government in hard cash I think it is
somcthingnot to bec sneezed at,

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

I thought the increase in the licence fees of motor
cars was going to provide for thc increased parking spacese.
Pay nov park tomorrow.



Hon Magjor A J Gache

It might help to.
Mr Speaker

I now call again on the Minister for Commer01al Qnd
Economic¢ Development, i

Hon Major A J Gache

Mr Spcaker, my statement in this connection is in
respect of cruise lincrs, Now on 1 March 1972, in answer
to a question on the development of fly cruiscs from the
Honourable Mr Serfaty, I informed the House thet during the
two seminars which I held on 25/28 Februaory, and which was
attended by twelve directors and menegers of major shipping
lines, we had discussed extensively the meatter and in..
particuler the development of fly cruises along the West
African coast, I would now like to report progress to the
House. During my last visit to London - let me say at my
own expense - in spite of whetever mey have becn said on
television, I continued my discussions with the Baltic Shipping
Company, Holland /America Line, French Linc and the¢ Cunard Line.
Baltic Shipping heve decided to operate during the winter 1972
ard 1973, fly cruises from Gibraltar. They are positioning
their ship the "Estonia®™ in Gibraltar from & January 1973
until 3% March 1973 and will oporate ten cruises in all, each
~of a week's duration. Bach cruise will congist of 2OO
bassérgers, thesc Passengers meking in fact 1,800 because one
is a positioning cruise in all, Wlll be LlOWH here and thcy
will be offered the option of crulslnﬁ only or staying in
Gibral tar for a week and then cruising, or cruising and then
staying in Gibraltar for a week on the rcturn, The French
Iine, on the othcr hend, ere looking into the possibility of
two fly cruises next year with the ""Degras®, Cunard them-
selves are also looking into the possibility of three calls
‘to Gibrel tar next ycar instead of two cells as this year.
The Holland /America ILinc acted rather quickly following the
Seminar and advertised fly cruises from London tO'Gibraltar
to join the ss “Dadendam”™ calling on 8 May and 15 October.
On the secord cruise the Company “has requcsted that the Band
of the Royal Regiment of Fusilicrs should play the ship
alongside, Now both these cruises are luxury cruises from
the United States with American passengers, - Furthermore,
Holland /Amcrica Line are hoping next year to arrange for the
ss "Dadendam®” to call at Gibralter both when going into the
Mediterranean and again when coming out. They will then be
able to market fly cruises to Gibraltar offering passengers
a stay in Gibraltar cither before joinine the ship or after
disembarking, or both, Now I would not likec to cnd without
saying a word on thc shuttle service between the Western Arm
and Market Place when cruise liners are in port. This 'is one
- of the more important points which arose out of the Seminar
and came into operation on 1 April 1972 following mcctings T
held with thc interested partiecs end thc Gibraltar Taxi
Association. I am happy to say that the service is working
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very well and reflects great credit on the Taxi Associat ion
and the parties concemed who have cooperated to meke the
service a success. I ought to say, Mr Spcaker, that last
Surdey I was informed thet it was possible that the service
was not operating and shortly after I was informed, I went
myself toc the Western Arm and I can assure the person who
told me this that the shuttle scrvice was there. The only
thing was that quite a number of peoplc had decided to walk
from the Western Arm, but the shuttle service was there at
the time at least when I got there,
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STATEMINT BY MINISTER OF EDUCATION

Mr Speaker, as the House 1s awere, as a first step
towards going Comprehensive, the transfer age was raised from
11 to 12 and the 11+ was ebolished, and the schools were
reorganised,

Infant schools becamec first stage schools, extending
the age range to the 8+,

Junior schools became Middle Schools from 8+ to 12+
and Secondary schools now cater for 12+, :

From Sepbember 1972, thc Boys' Comprehensive Intake
aged 12+, will all be going as onc unit to New Lourdes
Comprehensive School and there will be recorganisation within
‘the other boys' Sccondary Schools, A similer exercise will
be urnd ertaken for the Girls' Schools,

Already and once again I om surc the¢ House 1s aware
of this, the Hcadmester of the Boys' Comprchensive School,
Brother Hopkins, has been appointed and candidates for the
Head of the Girls' Comprchensive Schools and the Deputy of both
schools will be intervicwed within a few days.

Appointments for Assistant Heads and Heads of
Departmunt will be effected within the course of next month.

Internal rcorganisation is proceeding and ordering
of materials and cquipment is being made,

The situation is now quite favoureble and well in
hand. The reorganised structure will begin to operate from
the beginning of next session which is in fact next September,

As regards the Building Progreamme, the sum of
£488,525 has been approved for the building of the extension
of the New Lourdes School which will in fact becomc the first
purpose~built Boys' Comprehensive school. As you are no doubt
aware tenders have already becn invited.

The School, which will be of & modern design and with
the latest equipmant will incorporate among other things a
science block with eén adecuete number of laboratories, metal
craft ond woodwork shops, drama studio etc.

Having committed ourselves to Comprehensive Education
I have no doubt that everything will be done to ensure thet the
system will be fully backed to maeke it o success.

In this comnection I am very hopeful that no one will
do anything to jecopardise or handicap in any way thc momentum
that 1s now taking place.

o
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I dare suggest thet ultimatcly it is the teaching
profession that will make it work and I have cvery confidencce
that thcy shall do so.

In ending may I ﬁdd that a follon up on the Seminar
on Comprechensive Education which wes held in September 1971
will be held towards the end of this tcrm. Thank you.

Hon M K Featherstone

Sir, once again T do not propose to sy very much at
this Jjuncture because we have hed for once from the Hon
Minister a wealth of information about his Department,
including, of course, thet the tenders have eventually gone
out in gpite of considereble delays, promises etc. I am also
very pleased to see that they heve also accepted the sugges-
tions I put forxwerd to them about a ycer ago that all the
boys end all the girls should go to one school instead of
being mixed up.

Mr Speaker

Mr Featherstone, do you propose to ask a question,
You must not mekc a statement,

Hon M X eatherstone

, I have no further qucstions at the moment, phank
you, Sir, :

MOTIONS

(1) Statistics (Tourist Survey) Order 1972
Hon W M Isola |

Mr Speaker I have thce honour to move the fbllowing
Motion stending in my name, The terms of the Motion is:

"That in exercise of the powers conferred by Section
5 of the Statistics Ordinance 1970 this House
approves the issue of a notice by the Governor in
the terms set out in the Draft Statistics (Tourist
Survey) Order 1972 which has previously been leid

on the table.”

Mr Speeker, Sir, PA Internetional Msnagement Consul-
tants Limited were commissioned by the Ministry of Overseas
Development to carry out a survey on Tourist Development
potential in Gibraltar. The f£inal report was received in
early 1971. The Governmcnt of Gibraltar retained these
consultants for a furthcr period of one year for a final
programmec of interviewing to monitor and control the develop-
ment of the tourist industry which is so fundamcntel to the
economy of Gibral tar. As T am sure the House will agree it
is importamt to have as accurate os possible en cstimate of
tourist expenditure as well as a profile of visitors to
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Gibraltar to assist the Gibralbtar Tourist Office and its
consultants in the United Kingdom in its marketing strategy.
This purpose will be served by a qucstionnaire devised to
follow clocely the pattern adopted by PA Management Consul-
tants Limited, This survey which sheall be ccnducted by staff
at present working in the Statistics Office and the Tourist
Office, will involve approximabely 2000 visitors divided as
follows:

Alrport decparture to the United Kingdom 750

Cruise ship excursionists 550
Excursionists to Morocco _ 400
Yachts : 300

The Statistics Office card indexing mechine will be
utilised to proccss the information which will be tabulated
by thc Govemment Stetistician. I am sure, Mr Speaker, the
Housc will zgree that the statistics thus acouired will be
most veluable to Gibraltar both for the nromotion of tourism
and as part of the compilation of General Statistics informe-
tion necessary for the understanding and direction of our
economy which is the essential function of the Statistics
Office within the Treasury.  Sir, I commend the Motion to the
House.

Mr Spesker then invited discussion on the motion.

Hon A W Serfaty

Sir, there can be no doubt that these statistics are
necessary, so we are in favour, of course, but may I ask the
Minister to tc¢ll us why he keeps these figures to himself?

And why doesn't hc give the Opposition an opportunity of seeing
copies of these statistics? So, with this reservation the
Opposition is in favour of this Motion but again I repeat, I
would request the Minister to furnish his shadow with some of
the basic information about how tourism goes. Whether he is
able to improve tourist figures or whether Heé is unsable to is
another metter, but I think thc shadow has every right, I
mentioncd this, I think it was at the last mecting, to receive
from the Minister importent information as thet which would be

obtained with this Statistical Order and which has alrecdy been

obteined I understand in thke last year.

Hon P J Isola

Just a short one for the Hon Mr Serfaty. He said,
I think most Hon Members would be intercsted in secing these
~statistics and I think if the Minister did not make them
available to the House he would be in breach of the Motior.
he is pronosing. Because if the Hon Mr Serfaty looks at
paragraph (3) of the Order there is an obligation to present
a report to the House with a summary of the statistics so
obtained., ‘They've got to bc presented to the Assembly. I
hope that is going to be done.
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Hon A W Serfaty

: Mr Speaker, if you will allow me I wes referring to
1nforn“tlon which has becen compiled hithcrto and which has
not been made available to the Opposition.

Hon A Mackay

. Sir, as responsible for thec Statistics Office within
the Trcasury mey I ask Sir that I may be allowed to consider
this request, .and to see that such useful summary information
as requestcd may be mede availeble,

Hon A W Serfaty

Thank you.
Hon M X Featherstone

Sir, thcre 'is just one smell point I would comment on
thls to the Hon Minister, T have had expericnce of one of
these surveys, one tends to get rather badgered by the inter-
viewers and statisticians, this is onc thing I do trust the
Minister will keep very much in mind that we don't want to
get our tourists upset by people badgering them and demending
all sorts of information from them. ~ This has to be done with
a certain measure of circumspection.,

Hon W M Isola

Mr Speaker Sir, I take that point es a very valid
Oneoooioaoo 5 !

Mr Speaker

The mover will have the right to reply in due course.
This 1is a debete and we have to take it in turn. Have you
finished Mr Featherstone?

Does any other Hon Member wish to spcak on the
question beforc the House? T will then call on the Minister

~ to reply.

Hon WM Isole

Well Sir, I am very plcased that the mcmbers of the
position welcomc this tourist SUTVEY. I would like to

Wassure the Hon Mr Fecatherstone that, of course, the girls

who will go Tound doing these 1nterv1cws will be extremely
tactful. If any person shows eny hint that they do not wish
to be .intervi awed, they'will, of coursc, lecave them in peace,
and w¢ will be very quiet and vecry tactful and it is those
who sgow g-willingness to be interviewed who will be inter-
Vle\/.\ze e,

._,A

Mz Speaker thcn Dut the ouest;éﬂ which.was reSOlVLd in thc
wfflrmatlve. The Motion WQS\ ccordingly carrieds ‘

;@i
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(2) The Licensing and Fecs (Overtime Fees) Notice 1972.

Hon Financial and Development Secretary

Mr Speaker Sir, if I may briefly cxplain the purpose
of the Motion I am about to put. It is thiss the hours of
business of the Revenue Offices at the Waterport ani ct the
alrport arc sct out in paragraph 4 of part 2 of the Seccond
Schedule to the Licensing and Fees Ordinance. I heve then
here but perhaps unless I am requested I wouldn't reced them,
It has nov becn represented by the Unions that these hours
are not uniform and that under the present arrangemants
first, the hours of duty of the staff nust be staggered in
order that the number of hours to which they are conditioned
may not be excceded and, sccondly, that staff must rcmain
behind after closing time for the posting of the various
ledgers and cash books, After consultation with the Chamber
of Commerce and thc Stevedoring Company it has now been -
agrced by all that the hours during which the offices should
be opened to the public in future shoull be uniform from 9 am
to 12.390 pm and from 2 pm to 5pm daily except on Saturdays,
Sundays and Public Holidays. Sir, under Section 52 of the
Ordinance the Governor may, with the prior approval of the
House of Assembly amend the schedule, Accordingly, Sir, I
have the honour to move that in exercisc of thc powers con-
ferrcd by Section 52 of the Licensing and Fecs Ordinance this
House approves the issuec of a notice by the Governor in the
Terms set out in the draft Licensing and Fees (Overtime Fees)
Notice 1972 which has earlier beecn laid on the table of the
House.

Mr Speaker proposed the question and debate ensued,

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, may I sey that what the Hon Financial and Deve-
lopment Secrctary has put forwaerd is one more cxample that the
Government can mcet and docs meet the rightful representations
of thc Unions.

Hon Lt Col J L Hoare

Mr Specker may I ask the Hon Financial and Developme nt
Secretary whether this means that one cannot collect parcels
from the General Post Office or ot Watcrport on a Saturday
morning?

Mr Speaker

This is not question time. This is e debate so you
can speagk and the mover will heve time to reply in duc course.
If there is anything else you wish to say you are entitled to
say 1it.
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Hon It Col J T Hoare

Sir, it would be absurd if this fecility aveilable
to the public is withdrawn without eny notice at &ll. This
is a metter of major importence to pcople who are working
Mondey to Friday and can only go to the Post OFffi:c to
collect their parcels on a Saturday morning.

Mr Specaker

Does any other Hon Member wish o, speak on the
guestion beforec thc House? I will then invite the mover to
wake his reply. ‘

-

Hon Financial and Devclopment Secretary

Sir, if I may say first as the notice states it is
1nbended to come into force on the 15th May 1972. That is
not VVIV'lonb notice but it is somec notice. Sir, I would very
gladly and readily give the assumnce that was requested by the
Hon Mr Serfaty. I would say thet just 2s in the interests of
the economny af Gibrelvar when there is opportunity over the
weckend for private trading we teke adventage of it, certainly
if there werc an occasion when it would be d951reble for vhe
revenue officers to be at Waterport or at the airport for a
particuler reason, I gledly give the assurance that this
would be arranged. Sir, as regards parccls to be collected
et the eirport on Seturday morning there will, under these
proposalo as ﬁ'reﬁular.routine be no svaff there to clear
SUtlooic "Bt it % RS, The mohvher haae heen disenussed fully
with the Unions and with the Chambcr of Commerce as I eXxvic ..’
by the Government department concerned, buv I repcat, Sir, that
if there is a particulear nccecd thet can be cnvisaged by members
of this House for a service there, then Sir, this I will gladly
agree to have congidered.

Hon It Col J TI. Hoare

On a point of clarificetion Mr Specker I didn't meon-
tion the parccls et the airport., I was refcrrin. to the
parcels depot of the General Post Office which is situated =t
Waterport, where pcople have to go to collect their parcels -
since parccls arec not delivered in Gibraltar to privete houscs
every single member of the public has to go To Watcrport to
collect his percels.

Hon Financial and Development Secretery

Sir, I rcpcat my assurence thet I am very willing
to hove thc metter looked into.

Mr Speeker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmotive,
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(1) The Familics Allowances Amendment Ordinance 1972

A Bill for an Ordinance to emcnd the Families
Allowances Ordinance,

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I havc the honour to move thet a Billi for an
Ordinance to amend the Family Allowances Ordincnce be read
a first time, ' »

Mr Spcaker put the question which was resclved in the affir-
mative and the Bill was rcad a first tinme,

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I have the honour to move that this Bill be
now rcad a sccond time. B

At the last meeting of the Housc, Sir, it was in
fact during the course of my brief exposition of the
Estimates for Expenditure for the Department of Lgbour and
Social Security, I mentioncd that Government was giving
scrious cons ideration to increasing Family Allowances.,
Leter in the meeting the Chief Minister reiterated what I had
saild end geve an undertoking thaot Government would give the
highest priority to the question of increasing Femily
Allowances and, thereforc, Sir, it is with considereble satis-
faction that I can say thet within deys of such an urdertaking
having been given this Govermncnt was able to announce its
Tirm intcention of increasing Femily Allowa..ccs from 30p to
50p. Sir, during thc last two ycars incrcases in thc Cost of
Living had beenmet by the poyment of a Cost of Living addition
to wages and salaries undcr the formula agrecd with the Unions
in 1970, This epplics to all employccs of the Officinl
Employers and has also becen adopted by certain cmploycers in
the privete secctor, . Bven thoughthe fornula is a major improve-
ment and innovation brought about in the lifespan of this
Governnment, it still lcaves a gap in the casc of larger
families and it is perticulerly with these in mind that the
decision has been taken to raise Family allowances yet again,
Government would already be paying the imcrease but for the
fact thet lcgislative authority is required but so thet those
familics in the lower income groups whom it is mainly
intcnded to help that these familics may not suffer in the
long run, it is proposed that the bill now before the House
be made retrospective to the beginning of Agril 1972,
Administrative arrangements are being made for arrecrs of
retrospection to be paid from that date before the end of
this nonth, This proposal to incrcase the allowance by no
less than two~thirds comes just two ycars after the lest
incrcase of 50% in January 1970 cnd reprcsents an increase
of 150% from 20p to 50p since the present Government took
office and in fact since Family Allowances wele Lirst intro-
duced in 1959, Sir, I would also like to draw attention to
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the Jjoint communiaiec produced by the elected members on the
Govemment side and the Transport and General Vorkers' Union
in which the elccted mmbers undertook to incrcase Family
Allowances Turther as soon as the Biennial Review had got
under way or hod becn agrecd. In duc course, Sir, this
Housc will be asked to vote Supplimentery proms ion of

about £30,000 to meet the increcse but I would point out
that i‘ollowrno accepted principles Family /Allowences should
be rccovered in full from persons liable to income tex at
the maximum rete or left in proportion to the rate of tax
applicable, A corresponding emendmecnt is being mede to the
Income Tex Ordinancc in another Bill which is also before the
House today. Sir, I commcnd the Bill to the House,

Mr Spceker invited discussion on the gencral principles and
merits of the Bill,

- Hon A P Montegriffo

Sir, just to kcep the records straight I feel in
all humlllty we caoncleim from this side that we too have
been pressing for Femily Allowances even before the Chief
Minister made the announcement during thc Budget, cven before
the Minister did say that the Governmont was contemplating
increasing Famlily Allowanccs. But this is neither here nar
there. The fact 1s that both sides of thc House agree with
what is, I think, a good exercise in thu 1nterests of large
familics,

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, only on the point thet hes becn made by the
other sidc. I think the record will ghow thet in fect it
was when I was muroducing the Estinectes of EXpbl’lO.iLU.I’\, for
the Deportment of Labour and Social Securivy @od I wos the
first tc speak on that vote, I menticncd that Governnent was
giving consideration and would incrcase TFemily Allowances.
Therefore, I think it should be quite clecr that it hppwmed
that I was the Tirst to mention this point. The Honourable
Member is corrcct in srying thet he supported this moe before
the Chicf Minister reiterated thc commitments which I had
undertaken and I would in the normal course of cvents have
given credit to the Opposition for supporting whet I had said
except thet it was apparent from AACR comrmuniques immediately
after the Budget that the Opposition wes in fact claiming
“the ¢ it was on their initiative that such an ancndnent hed
becen introduced. I think the records will show conclusively
that this is the casec, I hove tried to obtain the reccord
but i is yet not availeble, I should say that the most
11portar1b fact as regards the initiative teken in this Bill
and in this increasc is thet for ten ycers the. Opposition had
not increased Family Allowances where in our period of office
the incrcases have been quite substantiol, Sir, agein, T
tried to avoid that point but the Honourable Member raised it,.
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Hon A P Montegriffo

On a point of order, ten years ago thec Opposition
was not in Government,

Hon M Xiberras

- S8ir, thet is something which thec House has debated
from time to time, the degrce of responsibility borne by
mermbers of the Opposition in verious Government insti tutions
at that time. However, Sir, I think it is neither here nor
there and I think the whole House should welcome the fact
that there has becn an increase - quite a substantial
increase - and in parcnthesis in the lifespan of this
Govemmanta

Mr Speaker then put the question that the Bill be read a
second time which was resolved in the affirmative,

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I beg to propose that the Committec Stage and
Third Reading of the Bill should be taken at o leter stage in
this meeting if the Opposition is in agreement with this,

Mr Speaker then put the auestion which was resolved in the
affirmative.

(2) The Police (Amerdment) Ordinance 1972

A Bill for an Ordincnce to amend the Police
Ordinance Chaptcr 126.

Hon Attorney-General

Sir, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an
Ordinence to amerd the PBlice Ordinance Chapter 126 be read a
first time,

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill was read a first tinc,

Hon Attorncy-General

Sir, I move thet the Police (Amendment) Bill be
read a second time, This Bill is o short onc and its
object is sinmple, In brief it is designed to amend the
Police Ordinencc¢ so thot the Commissioner of Police, with
the prior approval of the Governor, can enlist young men
as Police Cadets and make appropriate regulations to that
erd., Exoctly what fom any rcguletions made under the
powers c onferrcd by this Bill, if it is duly enacted, ney
take I do not, of course, know, Sir, but I beliecve that
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enbry as a Police Cadet is likely to be open to young men of
appropriate qualifications at least 15 yeears of age and under
18, They would not be directly employed in active police
duties such as the arrest of alleged offenders end the like
and at 18 they will, after passing whatever examin:ztion may
be appropriatc, be aubject to a happy metemorphosis into

Police Constablcs, Short though the Bill is, Sir, it is an
importent onc and I commend it to the Housc, Youth is
glorious but it is not in itself a career, With the enact-

ment of this Bill there is a real possibility that for some
of our young men the way will Be open to a useful career in
the public service and I might add, Sir, that I believe
these young men will heve thelr own special influence in
turn upon their seniors in the Police Force to the welfare
and benefit of the public generally. Sir, I beg to move,

Mr Specaker invited discussion on the gencral principles and
merits of the Rill.

Hon Sir Josghua Hassan

I should likc to say a word in support and I would
like to say thet whether it was un! er statutes or not I did
see in a recent cage in which I was concerned, a rather
diffieilt case, in which a young Cadet of 17, I think he was,
gave his cvidence in an excecllent way and in fact conbtributed
greatly to the rresentation of the casefor the Crown., I was
full of aunirztion for him and said so in my speech cven
though it went egeinst the chap I was defending.

Hon M Xiberras

Siv, may I Just 2dd a word also, of course, of
SUppPo rt. This ig rcally one form of training, a career
pattern in the Polize Force, and I think again it is
generally within the ideas of this Government to provide
industrial treining or training of one kind or snother
within thce -ivil sexvice whatever braonch, Sir, I believe
also that there is general agreencnt that the training of
these yourg peoplie should be as general as possible and as
comrmunity-mindecsd as possible and I therefore think that the
result will be vexry plcasing to the community as a whole,

Hon It Col J L IHoere

Mr Spegker, as somebody who is interested in youth,
I too wel come this move towards these Cadets but i1f my memory
docg not serve me false we have had Police Cedets in
Gibrraltar before today. They magy not have been covered by
rulcs and regulations but we did heve them and they did exce-
llent work while they were about, '

Mr Speakcr then put the question which was reso lved in the
affirmative and the Bill was read a second time.
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Hon Attorney-Gencral

Sir, I beg to give notice thet thc Commit tece
Stege and Third Reading of the Bill should be tsken at the
next meeting of this House.

(3) The Criminal Offences (Amendment) Ordinance 1972

A Bill for an Ordinance to anmend the Criminal
Offences Ordinance Chapter 37.

Hon Attormey—General

Sir, I have thc honour to move thet a Bill for an
Ordinence to eamend the Criminal Offences Ordinance Chapter
37 be rcad a first time.

Mr Speasker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmetive and the Bill was read o first timc,

Hon Attorney-General

Sir, I have the honour to move thet this Bill be
read a sccond timc, The object of thc Bill now before the
House is to amend thc code of penal law cmbodies in the
Criminal Offences Ordinance by adding thereto two new parts
both based likc the Ordinance itself upon the laws of the
United Kingdom, Part 4A - the new Part 4A - is designed to
deal with the offence of taking away of vessel without
authority. 0ddly enough while it is an offence to take and
usc another person's car without authority, it is not in
itself an offence to take and use his yacht, although it is
an of fence to steal 1it. In consequence in such cases we
have to edopt from the prosecution side the ingenious or
perhaps I should say the ingenious expedicnce of charging a
thief with, say, the theft of petrol or the consumption of
food on board and so on. With this law, which is based upon
the United Kingdom Vessel Protection Act of 1967, that
problem will be overcome, The other part, Part 4B, is based
upon the United Kingdom Criminal Damage Act of last year which
came into operation in the United Kingdom on 14 October last,
This Act was intended to simplify and modify thc law as to
offcnces of damage to property and this simplified scheme
of offences will rcplace the much criticised multiplicity
of offcnces found in the Malicious Damage Act of 1861 and
other rclated laws, lews which are in force in Gibraltar by
reference under the Application of English Lew Ordinance.

Few people like legislotion by reference end I hope, Sir, that
Honoureble Members will welcome this further progress to a
comprehensive penal code of our aown, The ncw Section 140
creates the three main offences of the Bill, namely, the
gsimplc offence of destroying or damaging another person's
property; the aggravated offence of destroying or damaging

[
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any propcrty intending to cndanger the life of another or
being reckless in thet regard and the offence of arson., The
simple offence end arson replace & variety of offences under
the Malicious Damage Act of 1861 together with the common
law offence of arson end a fcw other oddments, The c¢ommon
law Offence of Arson goes as is sct out in Clausc 3 of the
Bill and we get in the new Section 140, subszction 3 an
offence of what can best be callced statutory arson, The
Law Commission in the United Kingdom thought thcere was no
nced to retein the term arson but the House of Commons took
the other view and subscection 3 is therefore o Parliamentary
creation, Not ecveryone likcs the wording of Section 3 of
the United Kingdom Act which is our new Section 142, also

on page 88, and Sir Alwyn Jones in the House of Commons on

2 July last ycar proposed an amendment to replace the word
"anything” in that section by the word "any inflammable or
noxious substances or any dangerous or noxious thing". And
he also proposed that the words "without lawful excuse’

.should be inserted a second time after the words appearing

in line 1 "a person who without lawful cxcuse’, Well,

Hon Members may think that the word "anything” in that section
is a little wider that might strictly be necessary but the
amendments proposed by Sir Alwyn Jones were not accepted by
the House of Commons and I think we should follow the House
and the Act in thi matter. I mention this point

essentially, Sir, to indiccte thet the measure before the
House has becn the subject of very careful scrutiny in
Westninster, The new Section 141, also on page 88,

crcates a general offence of threatening to destroy or

damage property. The threat must be to destroy or damage
either property belonging to the person threatecned or to a
third party or the threatcner's own property in a way he

knows he is likely to endanger the lifc of anothcer, whether

it be the person to whom the threat is made or another, To

be an offence, thc threat must be made without lawful

cxcuse and intending that the person threatened should fear
that the threat would be carried out. =~ As to what is a

lawful excuse that is defined in the new Section 144 on the
following page. A further provision and one of a ninor
nature is set out in Clause 5 of the Bill. Obstruction of
the free passage of the highway without lrwful euthority or
excuse is a statutory offence in the United Kingdom under
Section 121 of the Highways Act 1959. The ncw clause is
based upon this section. In this context, Sir, perhaps I
should assure Hon Members that every casc of obstruction
depcnds upon its own particular facts and thet in each case
there is a question of degree, The new provision is simply
part of the tidying up process and it mey be that we shall
have to consider later on the adoption of other provisions

of the Highways Act of 1959 and 1971. I doubt, Sir,

whether T should comment in detall con the remaining provisions
of this Bill, These are of an ancillary nature and they
implement the Criminel Law Report on damage to property which
is set out in a paper of the United Kingdom ILew Commission,
Paper No 29, As I heve said, Sir, the Bill seeks to simplify
and modify the law. I think it is a good and sensible measure,
2lthough of course as in the United Kingdom we shall have to
see how it works. I therefore commend this to the House as a
measure worthy of adoption,
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Mr Specker invited discussion on the general principles and
merits of the Bill,

Hon Sir Jsshua Hassan

: Yes Sir, I would likc¢ to say that we welcome this
Bill as indced we welcome all the efforts that are being made
to codify our Criminal Law and bring it up to dete and keep
pace with the 1nplementution of the Law Revision Committee

in England which is doing excellent work. There is one aspect
of it which I may deal with when we come to the Committee
Stage which I don't partiarlarly like end that is Clause 4

of the Bill, particularly sub-clause 2, because though it is
limited to consequential amendments it does mean that the
Governor, on advice but without the sanction of the House of
Assernbly can create criminal offences. I dont't think that
subsidiary legislation should be empowercd to do that, I
think it is contrary to the principlc crd at some stage we

will be proposing an amendment to the subsection 3 that any
order mede should be the subject of a spccial resolution of
the House and that would safeguerd the exercise of that.

Other than that we welcome the Bill,

Hon Attormey-General

Sir, I am grateful to the Hon and Learned Leader of

’the Opp081tlon for his support. I would assure him that
there is no sinister intent in clause 4(2) that is put in
from an abundance of caution on my part. One is always

nervous when we heve a rather tangled web of legislation as
we have in Gibraltar some of which is cpplied by reference
of UK laws, One 1s sometimes a little uncasy as to whether
one has overlooked a particular point and indeed at a later
stege in thesc procecdings 1 will indicate that I have over—
looked somecthing in relation to enother Bill, We cannot,

of course, create scrious major offences by subsidiary
legislation, the limits imposed by the Interpretation and
General Clauses Ordinance ensure that. But I mey say theat
personally when we come to the Comnittee Stege I would have
no objection to the proposal put by the Hon and Learned
Leader of the Oppaition,

Mr Spcaker then put the question which wasresolved in the
affirmetive.

The Hon Abttorney-Gencral gave notice that k' proposed that
the Third Reading and Comnittee Stage of the Bill should be
taken at the next meeting of the House.

(4) The Income Tax (Amendment) Ordinance 1972

: A Bill for an Ordinance to amend the Income Tax
Ordinance (Cap 76).
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Hon Financiegl ‘and Devclopnment Secretary

; Sir, I have the honour to move thet o Bill for an
Ordinance to anend the Income Tax Ordinance (Cap 76) be
read a first timc.

Mr Spesker put thce question which was resolved in the
affirmative, The Bill was read a-first time.
SECOND READING r |

Hon Financiel and Tevclopment Secretary

Sir, I have the honour to move thoat this Bill be
now read a second time, Sir, the purposec of the Bill is
two-fold., Its first objcct is to improve the allowance
for Income Tex which is grented to Handicapped Children in
Gibraltar, This is a very deserving cause which was dis-
cussed in the Budget Sesgion. As I Then explained it is
proposcd thet the Children's Allowance in respect of a
handicapped child should be increased from £100 to £300
and this Bill provides that the allowance will be given up to
the age of 19 whether the child is at school at St
Bernadette's or is at home.. This purpose is effected at
(¢c) of the proviso to subsection 3 of Section 21 of the
.Income Tax Ordinence in Clause 3 of the Bill here. The
other sub-paragraphs, I might explain, of the proviso -in:
the same clause of the Bill that is to say, little (a)(b)
(c)(@) and (e) are not new but simply brought together here
with the new sub-paragraph for convenicnce and good
drafting. Sir, the second object of this Bill is conse-
quenticl on the increasc in family allowances under the
Family Allowghces Ordinance to which reference has already
been mede, '~ As the House is aware thc intention is that
family allowances should go to familics who, if T may so
put it, are reasonably in need of the assistance and not
that they should be a supplement at public expense to the
parents of all children regardless of the need of the
family. Accordingly, it has becn provided since 1970 that
by means of income tax, family allowances shculd be
recoverable in full from persons liable to tax at the
naximum rate and proportionstely to thelr rate of tax from
persons liable to lower rates, down to a certain level,
below which the full benefit of the family allowance remains,
To maintain this principle the increase in the rate of the
allowance from 30p to 50p a week thus required that the
appropriate provision in the Income Tax Ordinance should be
amended. Sir, the opportunity has been taken alsc to provide
for this by a separate section on its own rather than by a
proviso to Section 21 of the Ordinance as hitherto but this
hes no significance other than improved legislator's drafting.
Sir, I commend the Bill to the . House.

Mr Spceker invited discussion on the gencral principles and
merits of the Bill,



22

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

—

_ ) Sir, we welcome particularly the first part of the
Bill in connection with the allowances for spastic children.
Perhaps since we are taking tle €ommittec Stage later on,
the Hon Financial Secretary will notice a misprint in cleuse
% of proviso (e). It says "were a child" instead of
”Wpere". I don't know whether it is intended to call a
child a he or an it, but if it is an it on the second line
it should carry "it", Now, with regard to thc other point,
the question of the amendment required in order to recover
the bglk of the family allowances in respect of people in
?he higher income group and in the othcr ones proportionately,
it would be interesting to know how much money is collected
in respect of this. This, I think, would put more in pro-
portion the amount that is occasionally mentioncd as being
increased in thc public c¢xpenditure on family allowances. It
would put the matter more in perspective to know how much of
the increcase which is mentioncd is dished out with onc hand is

-

collected with another, It will bring things more to the reality

of the situation more than telk about percentage increases
and so on that is so often donc, And whilst I am on this
particular qucstion of family allowances I may raise a point
in respect of the question of family allowances, Whatever
the record may say of who said first what it secms to me that
if, in fact, the Governmcnt were so intend in doing this - it
is such a short bill for onc clause only and the short title
~at the commencencnt - it could not have becn donc at the sanme
time as the budget or perhaps it could have becn lcft now,
except of course that it waes done in a hurry and under
pressure becausc of the result of thc budget.

Hon L Devincenzi

Mr Speaker, in welcoming the Bill perhaps it is
relevant if I may Just mcntion that we have had here a
certain Mr Thomas who is a lecturer at Lecds University and
he has been here et the invitation of the Gibraltar Government
paid by the Oversecas Development Administration and he is
concerned with reorgenisation and in fact he has gone very
thoroughly into the question of the¢ handicapped children in
Gibraltar., He has becn here for justover threce wecks, during
which has mect a number of bodies and organisations and indi-
. viduels whom he knew were concerned and interested in
developing further and hclping thesc unfortunate children., T
have met him on o number of occasions and he has in fact
already given me a brief on whet he intends to report and we
do look forward to his report and I trust that we shall be
ablc to at least implcment somec of his recommendetions. I
did put to him the thought as soon as he came that perhaps a
lot had becn talked about helping thesc childreh, that
perhaps cnough had not been done,and I did suggest to him
rather forcibly that we would like somec practical steps that
would once and for all hclp these children effectively and
this hc promised to do. So we are Jjust walting for his report
and we hopc something will come of it, Thank you.

{
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Hon M ¥iberres

Mey I say that in » hurry and under pressure, the
phrase used by the Hon and Learned Leadcer of the Opposition
would epply if the Government hod announced its intention
aftecr the budget haed becen nublished, I repcat it wes in
fact during thc discussinn of the cstimates of expendibture
which the Hon and Lecarned Leader of the Oppocition knows
cones before thce Egtimates of Revenue that these under-
takings werc madce both by the Chief Minister and myself,

The Housc will also reczll that the Government hes introduced
inportant improverncnts in supplcmentary benefits halfway
through a session end thet thercefore the Hon and Learned
Leader of the Opposition is quite wrong and is trying to
mislead people, Sir, I hove already rccelved in my
department and other Minisbers heve received in theirs,
thenks for the mcasures teken about handicappcd children,

The House will recell that therc were three mein ones and

I feel that T should-menbion this here because not only
criticism but also praise should be voiced., :

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

I take exception to thc word deceive, I do not
t]_lirl]_{a e 8 0o n

Hon M Xiberras

On a point of fact, Sir, I did not say the word
ddeceive’, 1Ff the Hon and Learned Leader will give way.

Hon Sir Joshua Hsassa

Yes, caerteinly.

==

Hon M Xiberrss

Well T said mislcad and not deceive,

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

T art sorry, The loudspcaker system 1s translating
the word, This is how I hcard it but I am greteful.

Hon Major R J Peliza

Mr Spceker, I would like to add cone thing, and thet
is to say that apparently the Opposition, every time o
sonething is done by the Govéernment it is done bececuse it is
undcr pressure by the Opposition. It ceems to uce that lots
of things are happcning now that ncver happened before, and
since th. Opposition cean only get things donc when thoey are
in Opposition I suggest that they stay thcereffor many years
end get things donce thet way.

Mr Spcaker then put the guestion which was resolved in the
affirmetive, The Bill was read a sccond tine,
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The Hon Financisl and Development Secretary proposed that
the Committec Stege ond Third Reading of the Bill should
be taken at a leter stage in the neeting.

This was agrecd to,

(5) The Pensions (Ancndment) Ordinance 1972

A Bill for an Ordinence to amend the Penslons
Ordinance (Cep 121).

Hon Financial and Developnent Sccretery

Sir, I heve the honcur tc¢ move that a Bill for an
Ordinancc to amend the Pensions Ordinence (Cap 121) be read
a first tine,

Mr Spcaker put the question which was resylved in the
affirnetive. The Bill wes read a first tinme.
SECOND READING

Hon Financial ond Development Secrctary

Sir, I have thc honour to move thet this Bill be

now read a second tinme, Sir, the purpose of this Bill is
to amend the Pensions Ordinance in two respectswhich I an
sure the Housc will commend, Though Hon Members may

perhaps expect of me somc slightly fullcer cxlanation than
ny Hon Fricnd on my right has permitted himsclf in the
explanatory memorandun, The first chenge is designed to
take legel account of a more favouraeble basis on which Her
Majesty's Government hes decided to contributc to the
pensions and gratuities which the Gibreltar Government pays
to designated officers eppointed from overseas G0 servicc,
The schedulc to the Overscas Service Ordinance (Cap 117)
sets out an agreencnt between Her Majesty's Government and
the Gibraltar Government dated 16 Mey 1961 which provides
for the rcimburscment of certain allowances and part of the
pension awarded o these designeted officers. This agrec—-
ment c¢xpired in 1971 but in respect othcr than pcnsion it
was extended for a furthcr five ycers thoen by an exchange
of letters betwecen the two Govermments., This cxchange was
laid before this House on 14 /April 1971. The mebber of
pensions was left to be dealt with scparately on the basis
thet meantime any liability incurred by the British Govern-
ment under the original agreement was prescrvced. Under
that agreecucnt the British Government was lisble to
reimburse to the Gibralter Government only that part of the
pension or gratuity of thc officer which accrued to him by
virtue of his pensioneble emolument after the addition to
his pensionable emoluments of the inducement 2llowance and
aftcr the date of the 1961 ogreemcnt. Undcr the new
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arrangenent, this restriction allowing induccment allowances
paid only after 1961 to be reckonable will cease to apply.
From now on the amount of allowance peaid before 1961 will
also be reckonablc. To give cffect to this the formula
will now be, I am glad to be able to seyv, a simple one,

that the anount rcimbursed by HMG in the UX to the
Gibreltaer Governwment will be that pronortion of the pension
or gratuity which the irduccment allowance bears to the
officer's pcnsionable emolumcents on the date of his retire--
ment or transfer from Gibreltar. Let me say that this
arrangenmcnt cammot in eny case be less favourable to the
Government of Gibrelter then the old formule., It would be
more favourable to us in cascs where the inducement allowance
was pald from carlicr than 1961, This arrangement has now
bcen concluded in an exchange of letters betwecn the UK and
Gibraltar Government which will bc leoid before this House

at its ncxt nceting Sir. Now this change in thc¢ manner of
dealing with the inducement allowance for ponsion purposes
mekes it necessery to widen the definition or the term in the
Pensions Ordinence, in order to include induccment
allowence fully as a pensionable emolument. This is done
with effect from 1 April 1971, which was the effective date
of the renewed agreement between UK end Gibraltar Government
on conditions of overseas officcrs, Sir, the second object
of th's Bill is to extend the definition of pensionable
cmoluments in Section 2(1) of the principal ardinance in
order to include such allowances as may be prescribed by the
Governor, At present the definition does not extend to
ellowances in the neture of duty or spccial responsibility
allowances which becrme peyable to certein teaching nosts
with effect from 1 January 1971 under the Marsh Award.

This Bill would ensble these allowances to quelify for
pension with retrospecctive effect to thet date - 1 January
1971, Sir, I commend the Bill to the House.

Mr Spesker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative,  The Bill was read a second tinme,

The Hon Financial and Development Secrebary proposed that the
Committec Stage and Third Reading of the Bill- should be teken
at a later stege in the mecting,

This was agreed to,

COMMITTEE STAGE AND THTIRD READINGS

‘Hon Attorngy-Genefal

. Sir, I beg to move that this Housc should‘resolve
itgself inbto Committee to consider the next eight Bills on
the ordcr papcr, clause by clause,

This was agreed to.
The House went inte Comnmittee.,
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(1) A Bill for an Ordinence to emcid the law of
Gibraltar by abolishing the division of crimes into
feloniecs and nisdemeanours; to meke consequential amend-
nents to such laws; to do away with certein obsolete crimes
and to provide for purposes therewithd
Clause 1-% were agreed to end stood part of the Bill.
Clausc 4,

Hon Attorney-Gencral

Sir, I wish to nove an amendment to this clecuse in
the terms of a papcr which has been circuleted to members,
L8 T indiccted o little earlier Sir, in dealing with this
considecrable wealth of material coming out in the criminal
law reform Commission in Perliament in England we are having
difficulties in making sure that our law is kept in harmony,
And T fear that in drafting clause 4, the ncw section 9a, I
had overlooked one point dealing with the gencral powers of
arrcst which is coverced by the new subsection (1) in the
new clause of which I heve given noticec. This provision
is bascd on sections 2(2) and 3 of the United Kingdom Act.

I had becn under the impression that the power existed in
other laws but I think by rcason of caution it should be put
in here. I thecrcfore move, Sir, that this cleuse 4 be
amended in the terms of the notice circulated to Hon Members.

Mr Speaker

Perhaps for the purpose of the record 1t might be
advisable if the amendment itself were recad, even though
notice has been given of the motion.

Hon Attorncy-General

. I move, Sir, that clause 4 is amended by substitu-
ting for the new section 9A therein the following:-

TArrest 9A. (1) Any person mey arrest without warront -
wLbhouy (a) anyone who is, or whon hc, with reaso-

gggragz nable ccuse, suspects to be in the act
of force of cammlttlng or attenpting to{commlt
in makine ‘ an offence for which the scntcice is

ot fixed by lew, or for which a person (not
%{gég 58 previously convicted) ey under or by
a5 2(é> <%) virtue of sny enectment be sentcnced to
aﬁé 5)" imprisonnent for o term of five yecars; or

(b) wherc such an offcnce as is mentloned in
paragraph (a) has bcen comamitted, anyone
who is, or whom he, with rcasoncble cousec,
suspccets to be, guilty of the offcence.

(2) A person may usc such force as is rea-
sonable in the circumstances in the preven—
tion of crime, or in cffecting or assisting

in the lewful arrest oi offenders or suspected
of fenders or of persons unlawfully at lerge.
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(3) Subsection (2) of this section shall
replece the rulcs of the commeon law on the
question when force used for e purpose
mentioncd in the subsection 1s Justified
by that purpose.. '

Mr Speaker proposed the qucstion in the terms of the amend-
ment by the Hon /Lttorney-General. There bcing no response
Mr Speaker put the gquestion which was resolved in the
effirmative,

Clausc 4, as amcnded, stood pert of the Bill.

Clauses 5-9 were cgreed to and stood wert of the Bill,
The Long Title was agrecd to end stood part of the Bill.

(2) A Bill for an Ordinance to amend the Law relating
to the proceedings of criminel courts including thc law
reclating to committal proccedings, cvidence proccdure and
trial and for conn ctcd purposcs. i
Clauses 1-11 were agrecd to end stood part of the Bill,

. THE SCHEDUIE |

Hon /ttornecy-General

Sir, therc is a misgprint and an error >n page 51
of the bill, that is to say the first page of thc schedule,
and I have circulated to Hon Members notice of these errors.
First crror, and I wish to move an amendment, is that in
relation to the item set out as 7223 (Drunk in a public
place)™ that reference should be to 232 (Drunk in a public
place)”, ‘nd in the third and fourth columns thce figures
of £5 and £10, should be £10, and in line 5, £10 and £20., The effect of
that enendment is to double the maximun fine for a second
or subsequent conviction in reletion to drunkcnness in a
public place. And on poage 55, Sir, there is an error in
the last linc of the page, the contents of columns 3 and 4
still in Section 77(2) to the Public Health Ordinance should
be transposed and I now move these two amendments, Sir,

Mr Speeker invited discussion on thc proposed amendment,

fon Sir Joshua Hessan .

Mr Spcaker, as we cre btaking the Schedulc as a whole -
I am not opposing the 2mendment, perheps I will meke ny
remarks at this stage. I have bcen very intrisued to
follow the thinking of the Attorney-General in his price
fixing for offences in this list. I think thcre was at
some stage, what statisticiens would call a pattern of
100% increase for offences generally, whether 1t was because
this i1s the rise of the develuetion in the velue of the &
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sincec the nmetter was last beforec this House, or whether
because he fecls thet part of it should be in respcct of the
loss in the valuc of moncy and the other onc is the increase
in the punishment, I don't know but there arc somc on which
he has gone rather high eand I am sure that that was not dic-
tated only by Jepreciation of the value of moncy over the
years. Penalty on endeavour to break up a nublic meeting
gocs up 500%. I don't know any significance about that in
both cases. Disorderly or indecent behaviour whilst drunk’
has gone up also 500% and not 100% suggested in the others,.
Penalty whilst being drunk whil~t in cherge of a child has
also zonc up more. 500% on penalty for procuring drink

for drunken persons. I hope we gcet a lot out of thet, And
penalty for freud is 500%. The others arc all 100%.
Restriction on thc possession of fire arms. I think on the
firc arms scction it has gone up quite a lot, generally 500%.
I don't object very much to that as we don't have meny fire
arms, yct, anyhow. I won't say anything about overflowing
-and lcaking cesspools. DBut others secms to mc to heve
followed somc kind of an idee whether i1t was pcnalty contra-
cvening a nuisencce order, Now this is & difficult one.
Having resard to the fact that in somc cascs the offences

or the non-carrying out of nuisance orders is impossible by
virtue of the lack of labour and so on so meny times, I
have nothing to do with them but hov maony times pcople go
before the court and ask for time because a niisance crder
has not been complcted, they c¢ven asked the Muynicipal
Department whether they would do it for them and they'll pay
and yct here it has gonc up 500% at Scction 85(1) for the
non-abatencnt of a nuisance order, I have no objection to
the others except to pry into the mind of thc legislator as
what he had in mind, but in respect of this one perhaps the
question of putting up so hisgh the increass.on the penalty
for thc contravention of nuisance orders, I agreec that the
court has got a discretion, but when a Court hes got a dis-
cretion end the mexdmum is very high the mind of the court
is directed as I am sure the Attorney-Ggneral will agree, to
the exercise to the discretion in respcecct.of the power that
the court has to cxercise in the way of punishment, Thet is
2ll, Sir.

Hon M Xiberras

I think thet thce Hon end Learned Leader of the
Opposition's party mizht have had an interest in this Bill
because of late they hove been talking a lot ebout a parti-
cular subjecct which is not totally unrelated to the contents
of this Bill. However, Sir, awnong the thinss the Opposition
did not raise were these and I am glad that thcy support
this increcese which again has come from this side., Perhaps
the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition mizht heve mede
reference under a particular section to one particulsr form
of crime which is now advertised to the horror of thc populace
in newspapers end perhaps the crimec there might had he hed '
his way have increased 1000%. He is so conccerned about this
particular eventuality developing.
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Hon Attorncy-General

Sir, porhaps I mizht be permitted ¢ few words on
the thinking of thc Attorncy-General on bthe price fixing of
offcnces. I am grateful to the Hon and Tearned Leadcr of the
Opposition for his words, but I must point out that I, alas
am not the legislator, I zm merely the law officer who brings
these proposals before this House. So in reply to him I would
echo the words of a men reccntly arrested. I was looking
at the pepers the other day and the three words he uttered
seen to be gppropriate here. When the consteble came up to
hin and pointced out the offence he said: “Have e heart®,
So I would say, Sir, plcasec don't blamc me for the contents
of the schedulec, I have prcsented them., T can't assess
the criterie on which the penalties were aiginally fixed
when the laws were promulgated, all I can say is thet the
thinking in the schedule refleccts that of the police and
other interested authorities end that thc bill has been
carefully considered. I think I should nmention as I did
in moving the second reeding of the bill that thc press
too showed a keen interest in this matter of pci:altics. T
thought thet perhaps some' emeandments night be forthconing
from public sentiment betwecn the publication uvf the bill
and the Committee Stage, but nonc have becen forthcoming,
I don't think any inustice is done, I can't say that I am
pcrsonally cver-enamourecd of increesing pcneltics but I
think there is o certain tenic effect in reviewing them at
'bimOS. : ’

Hon J Caruana

Sir, I would'nt like to commcent much on this since
I am not at all qualified on thc legal aspects and it all
secems complicated to me but I would likc to pinpoint - and
I welcome the spirit of the bill - onc.or two increascs here
which are very close to cverybody's hcert and that is the
section on dilepideted buildings and gtructures where the
proposal is to go up to a meximum of from £10 to £50. I am
only going to pinpoint a few which ere of great interest to
me, Dangerous or dilapidated buildings and structurecs, a
fine of from £10 to £50. On page 55, clecansing of filthy
or verminous premiscs, a finc from £5 to £20 and the other
onc is a penalty for leaving litter srouni. We all know
thot keeping Gibraltar clcan costs the taxpayer a tremendous
amount of effort ond money and it is proposed to increase the
penalty from £10 to £50 and I would like to focus the House ts
attention particulerly as far as I am conccrned on thet one
where I think great progress has bcen nade in kceping
Gibraltar tidy but nevertheless a further deterrent is
Nnececssary.

Hon Sir Joshua

T would likce to sey a word on the Hon Attorney-
Goneral., I didn't mcan thet hc is a legislator, but he
proposes and the cabinct disposes. I can Well inagine that
like everything else in thesc timces crime 1s going up sky
high., The cost of crime is going up at the same tine as the
cost of living,
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Hon Major R J Peliza

Mr Speakcer, I am sure that the Hon and Learned
Leader of the Opposition would not likec the cost of crime
to go down, I am sure he is a law-abiding civizen and he
would likc to sec that this doesn't thocn. So if he wants
to know the rcal thinking behind the increcases 1is precisely
is precisely that. We want the cost of gramt to o up.

Mr Speaker put the cuestion +nat the amcndnent proposed by
the Attorney-Genorql be passed,

This was agrced to.
The schedule as amended stood part of the Bill,
. THE LONG TITLE was agrecd to end stood part of the Bill.

(3) 4 Bill for an Ordinsnce to emend the law rela-
ting to the agce of ne jority to persons who have not obtained
that age and to the time when a perticuler agc is obtainedg
to amend the law relating to the poperty rights of
illegitimete children and of other persons whose relation-
ships 1s traced through an illcgitimate links; to make
provision for the usc of blood tests for thc purpose of
determining the paternity of any pcrson in civil procecdingss
to make provision with respect to the cvidence required to
what a presumption of legitimacy and illegitimacys; to make
further provision in connecction with the registration of the
birth of an illegitimete child, for entering the neme of the
Tather end for connected purnoses.

Mf Speaker

Gentlemen, there are 25 clauses plus the schedulc
to this Bill, I do not nropose to say “Stand part of the
Bill"” 25 times., With your authority I have instructed the
Clerk to call out the parts of the Rill., I will peuse
sufficiently long to enable any Hon Member who wishes o
reise ﬁny'm.uter in a particular part to do so, )

PART TI. A1l clauses in Part I werc agrecd to and stood
part of the Bill,

PART 1T, A1l clauses in Part II werc agreccd to and stood
part of the Bill.

PART ITI., All clauses in Part III were egrecd To and stood
part of the Bill,

PART TV, A1l cleouses in Part IV were cgreed to- and stood
part of the Bill.

FIRST SCHEDULE was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

SECOND SCHEDULE #as agrecd to and stood part of the Bill.
THIRD SCHEDULE was agreed to and stood pert of the Bill,

THE LONG TITLE. '

an A

=
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Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

Mr Speaker, I would like to say a word on that.
The Long Title and enactive clause provides thet the law
will come into force on such a dete as the Governor may,
by notification in the Gazctte, and different dates may be
appointed for the coming into force of different provi-
sions. I would commend to the Hon Attorncy-General and
to the House, that thc dete fixed for any of these sections
be the beginning of a month. It is very important in
respect of pcople who arc going to acquire rights who will
cease to be minors by law who would have & right to
acquire propcrty and intcrest in property and so on in his
own right and not through trust, thet fixing the date of
the implementation on a first day of the month will make
it much ecasier for accounting purposes and for clearing
purposes and for. documentary purposes.

Hon Attorncy-General

R . I must thank the Hon and Learned Leader of the
Opposition for that comment. I will certainly underteke
to ensure that that is so, Sir,

THE LONG TITIE was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

: (4) A Bill for an Ordinance to ﬂpply further suns
of- moncy to the scrvice of the 15 months ending the 31lst
day of March 1971.
Clause 1 was agrcced to and stood part of the Bill,
Clausc 2 was agreced to and stood part of thce Bill.
Clause % was agreed to end stood part of the Bill.
The Schedulc was egreed to and stood part of the Bill.
The Lonz Title was agrecd to and stood part of thc Bill,
(5) AbBill for an Ordinance to amend the Pensions
Ordinance (Cap 121).
Clause 1 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.
Clause 2 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,
The Long Titlc was agreed to and stood nart of the.Bill.
- (6) A Bill for an Ordinance to amend the Incone -
Tax Ordinance (Cap 76).
Cleuse 1:

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

May I Jjust have a momcnt Mr Specaker, Mr Speaker,
I wish to propose an amcndment to the Bill of which the
Finoncial Secretary knows a littlc cbout and porhaps I can
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pass him a copy and you, Sir. It is a proposal to amend
Section 20(1) of the Incomc Tgx Ordinance, Mr Speaker,
you will recall that in the coursc of the debate on the
budget my Hon Fricnd on my right, Mr Montegriffo, raised
the question of the personal 2llowances in income tax in
respect of people in the lower income groups being increased
in order to try end take away or emcliorate the liability
fortaxation in respect of ‘certain pcople. Now let it be

made quite clear thet there is no intention whatsoever of
relieving anybody over a gross income of £1250 from any
present liability that hc¢ has, The idea is thet the per-
sonal allowance which used to be £400 - and it was raised
in the days of the Government that didn't do “ﬂjthlrﬁ or
lowered to £300 -~ should go back to £400. Now in order
to do that end not to allow anybody else to take advantage
it has been suggested it could be donc by amending the
table to Section 25 in reducinz the figurcs of the payment
of the lower amount of tax from £750 to £650 from £1250 to
£1150 end from £1000 to £900. In thet way the amount
paid by znyboly with a gross inconc of £1250 would be
exactly the same and thc person carning £1250 would have a
bonus of poying on £100 less in income, that is to say one
would heve an allowance of £100 which could teke him out
of peying tax altogether possibly or in any case would
make the tax payable by him reduced by 100 shillings which
is £5 or at thc most in the second figure £20 in all and
in that case, Mr Speaker, a relief woull be given which T
think is well required particularly hoving regerd to the
high cost of living and thc¢ verious increases that
generally come about in the average housechold, This is
intended only to relieve pcoplc with incomes of less than
£1250 and I commend the amendncnt to the Housec and in
particular I would call upon thce other side to look at
this carefully and scc whether they can meot it since it
is not a measure in which there is increascd taxation but
decreased, I would urge them to consider it as being mcant
as proposcd at thc timc of the bugpeteau amelioretion of
the tax liability of the lower incomc groups.

Mr. Speakcr

Sir Joshua, for the purpose of %ood order, whet
you are proposing is the addition of a ncw cleuse in the
cexisting bill,

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

You are quite right, Sir.

Mr Speaker

Perhaps we would likec to know where you want 1t
inserted,

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

I am sorry, That is why I had my intervention
at this stage, because we were dealing with Section 21
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of the Income Tex Bill itself and I think it should come,
perheps, after 4 in oxder not to amend the Bill, A new
Clause 5 then amend 6 and 20 and so on, I propose that =
new Clausc 5 be introduced that the amendment proposed in
my paper be the amendment proposed in ncew Clause 5.

Mr Speaker then invited discussion on the amendment
proposed by Sir Joshua Hassan, which was ashfollows:—

"5(1) Amend Section 20(1) of the Ordinance by substituting
for the fimure £300 a2t the end thereof the figure
2400,

(2§ Ancnd the Table to Section 25 as followse—
(a) substitute the figure £650 for £750
() " " i £1150 ' £1250
(e) i ® ¥ " £900 ™ £1000,"

‘Hon Financizl end Development Secrebary

. Bir, T don't like instant and off the cuff
Government, The bill which I brought to the House this
evening to bring the Income Tax Ordinance into conformity
in its principlc of recovering in certain cases through

income tax the family allowences under the Family Allowances

Ordinence. The provisions of that Bill if it is approved
will apply to assessable income in the year 1973/74. That
is to say that while the increased family allowance will
be paid throughout the current financial year the amount
of allowance will only be required to be reburned to theé
revenue for assessment to income tax in the year 1973/74,
Therefore some benefit is going this year, which will be
caught up only next yecar. I would like to suggest that

on .reflection whereas the proposal thet hes been made by
the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition is one which
I an smre. the Government would be ready to consider along
with 21l the other thoughts we have about taxation, that
this night be allowed to take its coursc for consideration
in the next budget, Sir,. '

Hon Sir Joshua Hassen

Sir, first of 211 I would like to say that I do
not think that this is off the cuff Government or
Governnent by off the cuff proposals. In the first place
this was mcntioncd by us at the last meting, Secondly,
I hope and I em not saying anything out of place, I had
thought - I won't put it any hisher thon that - I hed

hought that the Hon Financial Secretary had been
acquainted with our intention of bringing such a proposal
even though the form of it did not takc shape until this
afternoon because I didn't want to make any morginal gaps
and sec on, and I cleared it with the Treasury, not on the
principle which.is the matter for the House, but on the
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form as I clcared other amendments coming in another Bill
with the Attorney-General as is the practice in this House.
Whilst I could not mind not pursuing this at this stage,

I would certeinly not likc to wait another year for this
natter to be considered, If I am told that there may be
other proposals or that if there are any other amendments
to the incomc tex legisletion in the course of the year
through administrative needs and so on, they would considcr
putting it then, I would be aquite happy but I would cer-
tainly not be quite happy to postponc this for a whole
year and, of course, I would like to say that should we
take this to the vote there should have to be an amendment
to Clause 2 as well, If T am given an indication that
should there be a nced for amending the lcgislation and
when the Government have had a little more time for some-
thing which seems to me to be very simple and would probably
have been described as very revolutionary if it had come
Tron the other side should not require so much time., If
it i1s a question of waiting for other idecas in the general
context of income tax next year, then I would ask for the
matter to be put to the vote,

Hon M Xiberras

It is a wonder that the Hon and Learned Leader of
the Opposition leaves his simple proposals to be introduced
as amendments to Bills whose a2im is nothing as simple as
what he would have us belicve. The Bill was o simple Bill
to recover part of family allowances but what the Hon and
Learned Leader of the Opposition has proposed is something
much broader as he realises only too well., I thousght,
having heard the rumour that amcndments were coming from
the Opposition, thet the Hon end Learned Leader of the
Opposition was talking simply about the amount and the
level at which money could be recovered by the Govermment
in relation to family allowances. What the Hon and Learned
Leader of the Opposition is, in fact, doing is to bring
about or to propose an across-the-boerd review of the
Income Tax Ordinence or pcrhaps he could cxplein it., Will
he do so, Sir?

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

Thet is not so, because it is limited to a specific
body of pcoplc with a limited income, The Opposition is
not, under the Constitution, entitlcd to brinz a Bill to
impose taxaetion, but there is nothing in thc Constitution
that prevents us - and we don't do it every day, in fact
this has been the only time - from taking adventage of a
Bill dealing with income tax to do it. It certainly has
not becn mecant as any surprise at ell. The only point
was how it could be done in order that there should be no
hardship or rather no reduction from those from whom we
did not want to take away any taxation, I am surprised
at the caution with which this is being looked at on the
other side when the proposal is perfectly simple and it has

PN
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nothing bhind it except to give some rclief to pcople with
incomes of £1250 and below -~ this is the maxinum - from

i ncome tax which could well avoid a considerable amount of
returns and workload in the Income Tax Office for virtually
very small sums that are being paid now by the lower income
people £2 or £3 or £5 in the year which I am sure, in terns
of man hours, is more expensive than to collect it. That
is all. If the Government don't like it, well, fair
enough, this is what we are here for, But there is no
other intention and I don't think it is & major orme

because it only secks an amendment to the lower figures of
income tax necessary to carry out the main amendment, It
is not an ettempt to go into the body of the Incomc Tax
Ordinence. It has a specific purpose and it is made
clearly to achicve that purpose. :

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I am afraid that the Hon and Learncd Leader
of the Opposition has not answered my qucstion., Pcrhaps
this is a phrasc often used by the other sides What I am
saying or asking is, is the Hon and Learned Leader of the
Opposition's ancndment aimed simply at that category of
persons who would be in receipt of family allowances and
those are, of coursc, thec persons who hevc becn in view
when the Government introduced this amendment to this

‘particular section of income tax, or is it in fact an

ancndment to affect persons other than those who would
normally be in receipt of family allowances?

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

I an sorry. I did not mean to avoid the question
but I was directed to the intention behind it. No, the
answer is it has nothing to do with the incrcasc in
family allowences at all, And, in fact, as the Financiel
and Development Secretary himself hes said the introduc-
tion of that section into the Income Tgx Ordinence now is
coincidental arising out of the Family Allowances
Ordinence, whereas the intention to allow the spastics
allowance was mentioned specifically so that was the main
purpose of the Income Tax Bill, not the other onc, The
other one has comc about, but as fer as I am concerncd, I
don't know whcther the Hon Minister for Lgbour and Social
Security sees anything sinister about this but I had no
connection at all in my mind with rcgerd to the increase
in family:-allowances which is graduelly offset as before
with regard to that.

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I am glad to henr the Hon and Learned Leader
of the Opposition say that in fact his proposal or his
amendment had nothing to do with the question of family

~allowances. Whereas I came here, to this House, Sir, with

the firm conviction and not attempting at all to mislead
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anyone, that the amendment of the Income Tax Ordinance was
in respect of family allowences. It is up to you of
course, Sir, to rule whethcr this is in fact in order. I
would imagine it is perfectly in order because the techni-
cal aspect of it has becn taken care of, But really what
the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition is proposing
is an-across-the-board smendment of the Income Tax
Ordinance, And it is doinc so on a Bill prescnted by the
Governmcnt on a specific purpose, I am glad to hear, I
repeaty; Sir, that it hes nothing to do with the purpose

of thls particuler Bill, Tt is in fact a measure of
considerable weight, It goes across—thc-board and I
wonder 1f the Hon and Learned Tcader of the Opposition has
with the figurec aveileblc to hin, made any celculation

as Yo how nuch revenue would bc losc if such a measure
were Lo be ancepted by the Government. If it were a
question of £1000 or £ZOOO then I would say that the
Government might be in a position to consider it, but if
it is a mecasure, the cffgct of which thc¢ Hon end Learned
Leader oif the Opposition, the mover of this amendment,
just docs nov know and if this matter has been brought
forward by the Opposition in the guise of an emendment to
an ordinance or a bill whose purpose was very dcefinite

andl was made clear o the House somctimc ago, In fact
this type of measure has come before the House before.

" When family allowances were last increased a corresponding
amendment wegs introduced into the Income Tax Ordinance,

so obviougly, fir, the purpose of the amendment moved by
the Oppositicn is to try to get in through the back door
somcthing which obv1ously at Budget timec they were not
preparcd to suggect nmeinly, I susgest, because then the
attcnlion of th: Fouwe wags focused on how to get money in

order Tto brinz JboutT variols Iincreases.. But tucked eway
here or there 11U nighe pass. Frankly, Sir, I don't think
the Hon and LOi:n@d Leacder of the Opposition is at all
serioug artouyv this amcndment. I think, Sir, he is

‘bringing it Lo the House in an attempt to draw attention
to what was said at his Party's last Conference., There-
fore, Sir, T ful]v ﬁﬁrﬁm with the Hon the Financial and
Developmens SFC’“cﬁrV hat what the Hon and Learned Leader
of the Opposition warss is instant Government. He is
seeking popularity. He hes not essessed nor could he
tell me at this moment what was the extent of the Bill,
Could he even say in terms of tens of thousands, hundreds
of thousands. £15,000, £20,000 what the loss of revenue
would be? I have given way on two occasions, Sir, I
have aslecd two qucstlons of the Hon end Leawncd Leader

of the Oppogition and on both occasions he ms stood up
‘and replicd. Will he reply to this one?

Mr Speaker

Ls regards the question as to whether the amend-
ment is in order, I would like to remind thc Housc that
we are decaling v1tn the Tncome Tax (Amendment) Ordinance
1972, in Committce and therefore any proposal to amend the
Bill provided 1t relates to the Income Tax Ordinance, of
course, 1s in ordex,
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Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I am grateful to that ruling but I had anti-
cipated the Hon Leader of the Opposition had taken care of
thet side.

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

"That is why I brought it, because I knew it was
in oxder, I dere say, subject to the ruling by the
Spcaker, thet I can bring e private bill to amend the
Incomec Tax Ordinance to propose exactly this, And there
is nothing to stop me from doins that because it docs not
increase thc revenues of the territory. So6, therefore,
there is no question of getting in on anything, It so
happcecns thet we mentioned that at the last time. It so
heppens thet this time there is a Bill for Inconmc Tex, It
S0 happens that it was - since the Hon Minister is so
anxious to try and qpcﬁk about popularity becausc he sees
the dangers of cpposing thls without giving 101 reasons
from the pcople he speceks so much about - endorsed by the
Party Conference and that it was in pursuance of that,.
True that I hove the strength behind me of a Conference
which did not have to be adjourned for lack of people,

Hon M Xiberras

I am grateful for thet piece of information.
Information is getting across from onc side of the House
to the other side of the House, very clcarly. Howevcr,
the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition has still
not answercd my third question and that is to what extent
would the revenuecs of the territory would be reduced by
this amendment?

Hon A P Montegriffo

Mr Speaker, it seems incredible how touchy the
Government gets whgnaver one puts forward anything construc-—
tive or when they think we are stealing their thunder. We
arc here to serve Gibralter and if any good measures come
from eithecr side we say we wclceome it and we make no boncs
about it. But once we brought a constructive proposal
that they think is populer, they now try to throw red
herrings about how much moncy it is going to cosbt. And
frankly I do not take that gstotement very seriously
because if the Government were willing to coopcerate and
willing to be serious about the proposal we are meking,
the least they could say would be thaet since the Opposition
is in no position to know the amount involved because we
heven't got a Finenciol Secretary, at lecast agree to con-
sider it, look into the figures n~nd the money involved and
then toll us the fisures, But they arec not serious about
it. Anything that doesn't comc from thet side and anything
we do nnt agrec with cruses an uproesr in the Housc, and
there is & lot of red herrines, likc the Minister 5f Lebour
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mentioning amily Allowonces. We never mcntioncd this,
And it is such o, simple cmendment that a man as clever as
he is should sec thet it had nothing to do with family
allowances, And he should have known thet from the
beginning, absolutely nothing., We make a rcmark at
Budget time and a very concrete proposal. e didn't have
“the detalls, we have been getting as nuch detelil as the
Treasury has been eble to give us within the limitations
that we have in our conncction with the Treasury, and for
thet we are very grateful ond we heove broucht the proposal
and the least we could expect from the Government, is to
give somc sympathetic consideration, if only because £300
three or four years ago, beccuse of the wonders of this
Government and the way the cost of living has gone up, is
now the equivalent of £400. Because we hear a lot of the
benefits thet they hove given, but the benefits ere relotcd
in a very grect way to the rocketting cost of living which
is going up every doy, and for once I soy thet I have been
very dissatisfied and very unimpresscd at the way that the
Minister of Labour had deolt with this and the very cheap
accusotions that we are thinking of popularity. e hove
intrcduced this by keeping the tonc down in o very normal
manner without 2ll the fanfore that the Government usually
have whenever they introduce anything or whencver they go
to London or come bock in their usual journcys and parties
they pive and yet, Mr Speckecr, what we zect is destructive
criticism and unwerranted accusations,

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, if I had not hecar the Hon Mr Montcgriffo
speak before I think I might take him scriously on this
occasion, However, therc is something which I wish to
noke quite clcar and that is thot it i1s o most relovent
fact for this House to consider how much a mcasure 1is
going to cost,. No doubt the Hon Mr Montegriffo calls
this a red herrin~, perhgps he is not interested in this?

Hoﬁ'A.P Montegriffo

On & point of order, Mr Speaker, I didn't say
that, I said that if taey were to ask us to withdraw
the amendment now, agrec with the principle and tell
us how much it is going to cost. We are in Opposition,
we are not in the Government. This is what I said,

Hon Financiocl and Development Secretary

Sir, I would likec to rise simply to clarify one
point. Thet I was informed thet Hon Mcmbers on the other
side on this occasion would propose to bring an amendment
which would have the effect. of improving the¢ personel
allowances under the Income Tax Ordinance. Now that is
all T knew, I was not aware of thec form thet the
proposal would take, Sir, I wish to add just this., That

&
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I am quite sure that Hon Members on the other side would
know as well as we all do that it would be the height of
irresponsibility for the Finencial and Development
Secretary to advise the Government to epprove this amend-
ment or any amendment of this nature,

Hon Major R J Peliza

Mr Speaker, I think one of the good attributes
of the Opposition is excellent acting which we have seen
performncd here with really fantastic skill, It is vezry,
very difficult for the Government suddenly - to be confronted
with amendments to allowances which completely could
change the revenue incomec of the Government which has been
worked very carefully to mecet the expenses of the
Govermment for the year, And I would have thousht that
an opposition who thought about this for cuite o while now
since the last meeting would have becn in a position to .
bring the figures to the notice of the Hon Financial and -
Development Sccretary so thet at least the Government could
be in a position to say yea or nay after giving careful
and responsible consideration, The fact is that they
have not done so and therefore the Opposition must
realise thet we must see this move with suspicion, I
think this is fair, Whatever the Hon Mr Montegriffo may
say, I think this is very justified. However, accepting

.that the motives are good ond that they are reelly

interested in the wellbeing of the lower income groups T
am very glad to see in fact that they are bceing converted
to the idea thet those who have more should pay more. Npw
this is the principle, of course, of this Government. = And
being the principle of this Government I can assure the
Opposition and I hope they sre happy with this, that of
course we shcoll congider this. We shall consider this
suggestion with many others that we have in mind, And T
hope that they will be able to support our other sugges—
tions with the same cnthusiesm that they have come here
today proposing this, because I think that they will find
that our principle will be that those who hove most will
pay nmost. I hope that they will comc and cheer us then
in the way that they have been cheering themsclves this
evening, Now, 211 I can say to put thc Leader of the
Opposition at ease is thet first of all we shall consider
the amcndment but we cennot say I can give the answer
before the next Budget., On' the otherhand we cannot say
thet we may or may not because enything mey heppen between

" now and then, And if I were to now categorically say we

will not consider the amendment and then we have to and we
have to come forward with them, they'll say “"You see,. you
were misleading us”. ‘And on the other hand if T sald we
micht and we didn't then they would say we had mislead
them, So one way or the other all I can say to the Leader
of the Opposition is that he must realise that the
Government is in an impossible position to accept his
amendments now, Thot would be the height of irresponsi-
bility as my Hon Friend the Finencial ond Development
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Secretary has sald that to spring this on thc Government
suddenly like this by a men who has 25 years of experience
in Government, to ne thls is unbelievable to say the
lecast. And thcrcfore if one thinks he is trying to make
political capital out of this it is only natural, except,
of coursec, that their own paper will say "no*,

" .Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
| What about yours?
Hon Major R J Peliza

Well, I haven't got any. I certainly heve no
sheres in any newspeper, but I do know that members of the
Opposition are writers cnd are very closely connected in
the editorial of the newspaper thet I am mentioning,

Hon A P Montegriffo

| I am o writer myself., I, thc Chicf Minister
telling mec that I should not be allowed to earn my living?

Hon Major R J Peliza

. Of course not. I am not sugegesting theat., I am
not ucgeJtlnr thav at all, Mz Spcaker, all T am saying
is that he is tarnished wibth the view of that newspaper,
that is 21l I am saying, or-thet he is tarnishing that
newspaper with his Views which perhzps 1s even worse. But
anyway, coming back to the amendment, I hove made clear
suggestions to the Leader of the Op9051tlon. I think he
must realise thet it must be impossible for this Government
to accept the amendments and I give an undertaking theat
these amendments will be considered with all the other
views that we have and if in the meantime he has any other
suggestions they are also very welcome I assurc yYou,. And
if for eny reason we have to do it before the next budget
we shall do so end, if not, I promise him that by the néxt
budget we shall ccrtblaly have somethlng to say, one way
or another.

Hon M K Featherstone

: After that little bit of acting by the Chief
Minister, I would likec to come back to a little calmer:
term, but - I am willing to offer him, Sir, & challenze. If
this does not cost more: than £15,000 - and I estimate that
it will co.st .considersbly less becauoe £15,000 would be
5,000 famlllss ‘paying £5 - will he brln@ it ot the next
meetlnﬁ of . the House of Assembly? Now, Sir, we have had a
lot of innuendos and sinister 1mputgtlons by thc Hon
Minister of Labour. I think he is quelified in History
and he will probably be able to correct mce on my Ffacts
because I an not absolutely sure of the exact details, but
T believe that the Corn Laws were repecled by being tagged
on to a bill having something to do with the 1mpoxtgtlon
of paper about 18509
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Hon M Xiberras

Is the Hon Member asking a question?

Mr Speaker

Order,

Hon M K Featherstone

But it is not unparlirmentary practice, in fact it
is quite common to teg on to onc low a little picce of
somethiny else one¢ wishes to get throush, And this is not
even a different law, this is the samc lew and this is even
following what the Government has already done, they have
tagmed on to the allowances for hondicapped childrcn which
is the major part of the bill, something to do with family
allowances, thcy have tagged a littlc bit on, we saw
nothing sinister in it, we in fact supported it, we clso
can tag something on. This Government is always boasting
that it is increasing the living stenderds, increasing
wagces,  In fact they are already promising an incrcase of
wages in the bicnnial review. This would nean more taxa-
tion coming in to them, so that they can quite ecesily spare
a 1littlc for the lower income groups. And this is
nothins we have sprang on them beceause we told them so 2%
the last budeset. I do not teke kindly, Sir, to the Hon
Financial and Dcvelopment Secretary saying that this is
instant Governmcnt, because we are asked to vote extra
taxation of £100,000 in an instant budget. If we cen
hove instent taxation thrust down our throats surely, Sir,
Governmcnt can hove a little of its own medicine, Butbt, of
course, when it comes from this side, Govermment does not
wish To accept it. Althourh they are alweys accusing us
of never proposine enythineg, never putting onything for-
ward, always being destructive. The moment they get
something constructive then they suddenly do not want it
because they cannot clap. They cen only clap for their
own side. I cannot remember exactly the breakdown but in
one of the financial revicws it showed how income tex was
obtained, how mony incomes were in a certain bracket, how
neny in thc next brecket ond the way this hes been worded,
nobody in the hirhcr brackets will escepe onc penny. They
will have to poy exactly the same as before, this is only
the person who was eornine approxinately £18 a week and is
now ecrning £20 who will get away with cnything, It is
the person on the lower scalcs, the scales up to about £25
a week, a married person with two children who will get any
relief, all the others will be exactly the same, And without
knowing the absolute fisures but hevineg a fairly <2ood memory
and o Tar copacity for mathematics I do not think this will
cost even £15,000 and thet on’a Government which is bud-
setting already for a surplus of £190,000 I do not think
would be very difficult to give,
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Hon Mejor R J Peliza

‘Mr Speceker, one thing I would never do is come
here and start bettlng of whet we should do or.what we
should not do in a2 form of Governmcnt, but one of the
things I would like to point out to tnc Hon M Featherstonc
is thqt his lozic is not cuite,in my view, 100% right by
sayineg that really Jjust by increasing the allowanoe, thet
we are in fact helping the lower income groups to the
best advantame., . I would say thet there are mny other
ways of doing this and this is one of the things that we've
got to cons ider of course. For instance, it is possible
that the monty that is coming cut from these allowances
that he wants to take could, in fact, hclp the lower
income egroups much better 1f it was put back into family
allowance or old age pension or supplementary benefit,

So it is not as simple, I would say, as the Hon Meuwber of
the Opposition is tryins to makc it. ind whether it is
£15,000 or whether it is £30,000 it is responsible
Government heving produced the accounts to meke sure that
we heve the money now to meet it, And if we suddenly
decide that we arc going to have £15,000 or £30,000 less
obviously we heve to find thet money from where ond I do
not believe that the Hon Mr Feathecrstone cxpects us now to
start taxing ell over egain in o different manner, I do
not think thcy possibly cen expect that. This 18 ~ome-

- thing I am afraid thet we Jjust cennot do. In my view
thet would be irresponsible, Now, on thc other hand, if,
as time goeés by we do find thet we have the moncy in hand
or we feel that we wont the extra moncy we could p0851bly
find the moncy and increase the family ellowance, Now in
thet way in my view it would help the lower income groups
thet nced it most, bececuse I think it is agein logicel
that people who are receivineg this wnoney somctimes nore
then one in one family have much more than a case of a
family where you heve only one brezdwinner and you will
find that all you are doing is that you are giving the

" same relief to whether it is a big family or 3, 4, 5, 6
“or ‘7 earners or whether you have onc and whether in fact
there is one or more then one in fact whether you are
relicving onc with one child, two children or scven chil-
dren. In ny view it is a2 much more equitable way of
nmeetin = the situation by ploughing the moncy back into
family allowances end supplcmentary benefits rather then
rashly adopt this systen. This is why I have said that
this Government will obviously consider this. The same
as any other proposal that the Opposition mey have. T

- think they underestimate the oon51der°tlon that we do have
for the sugrestions they make. Or ig it thet they do not
consider thenselves good cnough for the Government to
consider thecir squestlons. I don't think so. I can
say that we rcspect thc Oppogition very much and, in, fact,
as I say they are doinm a great Jjob from thet side of the
House, YRy !
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Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

Mr Speakcr, the Chief Minister ig getting a
little stale with his jokes and I can assure him that he
will be longer here than I have been here., I have been

longer there than he will ever be there, Thet I can tell

YO, And, in so far as the money thet 1s availeble, is
concerned, it 1s very surprising how they change thelr
spots uhcse Integration ministers., A few minutes ago,

the Minister for Labour was talking dbout the next

increase in family ollowences without telling us where the
money was comning fromn, Nlready because this was not enoush
it had to be another onc, yet here is a sugrestion,

Becausc now from considering the metter ﬂnd talking ebout
instant Goernment, now the. Chlvf Minister has gone into

the merits of it and has virtually said thet thcere are
better thinzs, so as we are at variance Mr Spesker, I

would ask you to put the matter to the vote,

Hon I Devincenzi

I know that Gibraltar is unique in meny ways, but
I ncver realised the intention to put Government on that
side and the Opposition here, :

Hon It Col J L Hoare

Mr Specaker, unfortunately I left my Oscers behind
tonight otherwise I would have given one to the Chief
Minister, and this onc I've got has a bull recumbent on
the top, Coming to the Hon the Financial Secretary's
remark about instent Government, at least we are not pre-

‘instant Governncnv, In other werds we do not take things

for granted in draft cstimates. The othcr pointsmade by
the Hon Minister for Labour and Sociel Security, the fact
that we do not know how much this is ~oing to cost. Well,
does he know how nmuch thc other measures at clause 3 are
going to cosv? Why should he think that this bill deals
only with femily allowsnces refund. Surcly here is an
extension ofperscnal allowances, personal children's

allowances. Why should it be out of order to brlng in
personal allowenccs for a man, or e woman?  Where is this
money coming from? I suggest from the underestimates of
some of the revenue heads, which I, for onc, was looking
for considerablc increases., The other thing which struck
me here was the Hon Chief Minister talking ebout ploughing
this back into family allowances. Surely every mcmber of
the lower income group hasn't sot two children? And it
is only when you have got two children that you qualify
for fanily allowances. Our object is to easec the burden
of every men in the lower income group, that is cverybody
carning under £1,250. Thet is the sole object. Thcre
is nothing 51nlster, there is no attempt to take sglory

,awavc We do not want glory, you can kcop it, This 1is

‘stralghtforward proposition for the benciit of the
peoplc who want it most, T hove soid in this House ricsht
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from the very beginnine thet it is risht that people who
heve most should pay most and, if I remember rightly, the
Hon Chief Minister congratulated me on that, It made ny
day, I con assure you. But this is the policy of this
side that we do help the people in the lower income £Sroup
and eny facetious remark from the other side just falls on
stony ground.

Hon Mejor R J Peliza

Mr Speakecr, I Jjust wonder whether the Hon and
Gollant Member would tell me whet is it that he left
behind, I didn't hecar that bit. Honestly, I just did
not heer what he said he left behind. I think he was
referring to me,

Hon It Col J L Hoare

I said that I had left my Oscar behind, because
I would have one spceially with a bull recumbent on top,

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, in 1815, following the Nepoleonic wers,
there was considercble agitation about the price of corn,
I wonder whether the corn would scll at such a hich price
tonight? Howcver, it was not till 1846 thet the Corn
Laws were repeeled and as the Hon Member rirhtly said,
the mcasure, the repeal mcasure, was tagged on to something,
a major lawe. But the public had somc 31 years of notice
at least, and I have had, Sir, well in fect I have now the
Chief Minister's copy because I have not had any notice
nmysclf of a measure which is foing cheap at the price of
£15,000, if you ~amblc corrcctly. If "you do not ramble
correctly you may be £10,000 out. So: , in this sense I
micht be as conservative as the other side and fo back to
the good old days of Pecl and say, Sir, or turnins to my
next door neishbour, will you answer him for I cannot,
However, on this occasion I do not intend to say that at
all, The mein fector concerned here is that no notice
has been ziven. No specific intention has been communica-
ted, I could say tomorrow, we are foing to raise income
tax in two years' time and then give the House about two
ninutes' notice, just before I do so. Can the Opposition
say how much notice in fact has been given for this parti-
cular mcasure and can they hold themselves responsible for
the econony, or is it indeed their job to be recsponsible
to the econony? One of the complicated thin s about this
sort of chanege is that you might, as the Chief Minister
said, be giving more rclief to onc class of person than to
the other. This point, I am sure, has becn considered by
the Government from timc to time, but whereas you give
rclief at o very lower rate to those who really need it
most, you mieht be giving rclief et a very high rate at

he very top. Sir, thc othcer point is that if the Hon
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and Learned Leader of the Opposition, or mcmbers on the
other side have read the joint communique sisned with the
Transport and General Workers' Union, he would have seen
that we stated in cotegoricel terms that we were con-
sidering and have been considering for some timc the
90551b111ty of brinsine about improvements in taxation.

Tor this purpose an income tax inspector had been here for

a year preparing anc thinkine up what should be done and
compiling repats and, of course, this sueggestion can go
into the pool of ideas to be considered ond to be brousht

foxwerd in a responsiblc way to this House and Hon Members

if they rccosnise the proposal ccon then vote in favour.
So , S8ir, the most important reeson for throwing out this
amendmcnt is not its intention, it is not even its effect
its effect is not fully known - it is the fect thet the
House would be violeting a_very important principle in
voting money really or in losing moncy without any notice
havins becn given to mcembers,

Mr Speaker

I know we arc in Committec but I think we are
sinning agoinst the rule of repetition. I will put this
question unless there is cny member who wishes to say
something fresh on the matter, I ow put the question
which is that the following emcndments proposcd by the
Hon the Leader of the OpDOSlthD be meade. That clause 2
be anended by +the delefion of the: word "Section 3" in the
first line and substituted by the words “Section 3 and 5"
and that a new coousc to be Clouse 5 be added to read as
follows: "(1) emend Section 21 by substitutines for the
fisure £300 at the cnd therecof the fifurc £400 and (2) to
aménd the table to Section 25 as follows: (a) substitute
the figure £650 for £750, (b) substitute the figure
£1150 for £1250 and (c) substitute the fipure 5900 for
uDlOOOn "

On a division beins teoken the followin~ Hon Members voted
in fevour:-

The¢ Honourebles I Abecasiss
5 J Alvarez
M K Featherstone
Sir Joshua Hassan
Lt Col J L Hoare
A P Montegriffo
A W Serfety
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The fleio~uu~j.hg Hon Mohk st w484 amoineotew
The Honourables Miss C fnes

J Caruana

L Devincenzi

Major A J Gachc

R H Hiclking

P J Isola

W M Isola

A Mackay

Major R J Peliza

M Xiberras
The amcpdment weoa defeated,
Clnouse 1 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,
Clause 2 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,
Clause 3 was agreed to and stood. part of the Bill,
Clause 4 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,
The Long Titlc was agrecd to and stood part of the Billg

The House adjourned,

Thursday 4th Mey 1972
The House resumcd at 11,30 pm,
{7) The Fanily fllowsnces Ordinence (Cap 58) D

= S - -

Clzuses 1 and 2 were agrecd to and stood paxrt of
the Bill,

The Long Title was agreed 5o and stood part of the Billg
{8) The Housing (Special Provisions) Ordinsnce 1972

Cleuse 1 was zegxoeT to and stood part of the Bille
Clause 23
Hon M XIberras

Sir, I have Cirvulsked an amendment to Clauee 2
bat I hove on reflection, daleted threc lines of this
amenduent,  And with your permission Sir, I.would carxy
N and expiein the reasons why the Govermment &3 producing
the anendient,

Mr Speaker

Eaihaps for tha so00d order of the House you will
roz2d the amendment now so theok we knaow to whet is being
prapuaad



w

O

47

Hon M Xiberras i 3 ;

Sir, the qmehdment T beg to propose is as follows:—

For definition ﬁfprcdlsos in Clause 24 subctltute the new
definition:

"iprenises’” means premises owned by the Government and used
as a dwellins house under a weekly or monthly tenancy
Agrecment, hmv1n{ been allocated by the Government to a
tenant 1

; Slr, I belicve 1t was my Hon and Learned Friend
Mr Peter Isola who raised the point initielly in the debate
on the Seccond Recading of the Bill and this point was taken
up by the Hon and Learncd Leader of the Opposition later on
that the Bill should not apply to leases held from the
Government, - The purpose of this amendment is in order to
exclude leases whilst bringing in as the amcndment says
all weekly or monthly tenancy agreements., Sir, -the reason
for my deleting the last four lines in my original amend-
ment is thet we would like this amendment to apply clearly
to all weckly or monthly tenancy agreecments whenever these
were made. That is not only since the Housing Allocation
Committee was formed but before that. So that the
amendment would epply to quarters and any kind of asgreemcnt
into which the Government had cntered. Sir, may I take
this goportunity of saying that the Government he s consulled
the law dfficers in the United Kinrdom about the Bill
generally end arc setisfied that not only this but other
emendments which meet generally with the advice that we
have rcceived from that querter, I commcnd the amendment
to the House, Sir.

Mr Speaker

I now propose:that this amendment be made.

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

Mr-Speakcr, Sir, the last remarks of the Minister
indicate the obacctlons which we put to the Bill end this
is that this is 70ins to have a retrospectlve cffect and
that pcople who huve slready acquired certein rights under
contract are beins superimposed by this L,ﬂlslatlon. It
may be seid, no doubt, the Government acts always reasonably
and so on ﬂnd to thﬂt extent one has to take that into -
account, but whatever advice may have becn gought with the
Froatest rcspeet to those sivins it anywhere blse it is
still a fact that these canaltlons are belne 1mposed on
people who, for all we know, have been Derfectly good
tenants, end this I imogine is the bulk of the people who
live in Government houses, reculer in the peyment of their
rents and yet beceuse of & few possible abuses this legis-
lation is goins to be superimposed which is roing to alter
radically the donditions under which, in eny set of cir-
cumstances which have not crlsen, nay upsct the conditions
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under which a tenant of the Government holds his tenancy
in respect of a dwelling. And therefore we do not asrece
with this. We do not agrec with anythine in the Bill but
in this particular case the remarks of the Ministcr empha-
sises our objection to many unsatisfactory features of
this Bill,

Hon M ¥iberras

Sir, I think thet the point put forward by the
Hon end Learncd Leader of the Opposition follows his
general attitudc to the Bill. Howevcr, in defence of the
position which the Govermmcnt has adopted, may I say that
in the first place it would be unfeir in my view to .dis-
criminate between those who hrve had a tenancy agreecment
alrcady and those who would have a tenancy agreement in
the future, Different conditions, it would seem, would
epply to different tenents if the point of the Hon and
Learned Leader of the Opposition were accented by Govern—
ment, The second point is that all azrecments at prescnt
can be termineted on a week's notice as it is, and the
Bill simply aims et bringing about machinery which would
enecble the Govermment, in view of the housing shortage,
to act purely in those cases where the tenant is not in
personal occupation of the flat or dwellins, Obviously,
the whole spirit behind the Bill is to makec the best use
of Government accommod ation in the interests of the
comnunity. It is an answer to the questione "What does one
~do in the cese of somcbody who is not using a flat when in
" Gibraltar today there are 1300 peoplc on the waiting list
and 400 people who have applied for housing or whose
qualificd period has not expired yet?" So, whilst under-
- standine what the Hon end Learned Leader of the Opposition
has said, I fecel thet it is impossible and it would truncate
the Bill completcly not to have general provision of this
kind, Moreover, I feel it mects the point which he riade
" in relotion to the particulerciause perfectly.

Hon A P Montegriffo

: Sir, on a point of clarification, Under this
perticuler clause will it be possible for the tenent, if
he happens to be the father, to 7o away and the dauchter
or the¢ children who have becn living with him for many
years arc kicked out of the house by this particular
cleuse?

Hon M Xiberras VRS D

Sir, the Hon Mcmber opposite misht perheps ask

- that question in relation to another clause or cven to.
another definition within the same clause in the defini-
tion of premises. T do not think the point that e has
made arises, But if hc wishes to meke 1t in relation to
an amendment which I believe his own side of the House 1s
coins to roise then perhaps we could tekce this point when
this amendment is putb.
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Mxr Speakgr

. If there are no Hon lMembers who wish to speak to
the amendment I would now put the amendment to the vote,
I understand that the Hon Leader of the Opposition has an
amendment to this section too? .

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

Yes, thet is risght, Mr Speaker, I have indicated
to the Minister yesterday afternoon of some amendments I
propose to make and the order in which they appcar. At
Clause 2 I have a proposed amendment to which he has
already referred in cnswer to a question on this side,
And this is a proposal to insert after the definition of
dwellins in Clause 2 the following definitions "personal
occupation includes occupetion by the wife, husband or
child of the tenant actually residine with the tenant and
also includes occupetion by the widow of the tenant who
wes livine with him at the timc of his death or when a
tenant dies leavine no widow or is o woman the husband,
fathcer, mobher or any child who has resided with him for
not less than six months immedietely before the deathv,.
The intention of this amendment is to safeguerd what T
think is the most objectionable feature of the Bill as I
stated in the Yecond Reading and that is thet it is all
based on the pcersonal occupation of the tenant and we all
know that dwelling houses in respect of which the Govemment
is responsiblec is to house families and if you house
fenilies there are many circumstances that cennot be fore-
seen when the tenant for whatever reason it may be soes
away, is abscent, is in prison in another country, whatever
it ise. It mey be said thet these pcople are not foing to
be treated harshly but elready we hove cases where somebody
has to leave 2 very good dwelling in order to have
¢ssentiol repeirs carried out to that dwelling and a person
is offered a room and a kitchen in a tenement building for
the duration of the repairs, otherwise the repoirs are not
carried out. So whilst casting no aspersions whatever in
the running of the thins althoush we may not agree all
the time but they hove o difficult task to perform in the
Housinge Department, I appreciste thet, I have personal
experience of it. What we want is to safeguard the legal
requirencnts, Now, a point wes mode by the Minister in
the Second Reading that the executive had full and
absolute powers before and that not it was beins limited in
law, Well, of course, the executive had absolute power
but it had a discretionary power ond because the power was
ebsolute it had to be exercised subject to pressures,
criticisms, answers in the House and go on, - The power
generally to allocete or not to allocate houscs. But
giving a charter of this kind to a departuent would zive then
or could give them the impression that they heve to abide by
the strict terms.of the legislation end that therefore it is
much more easy to rive administrative directions as to how
things are coinz to be donec than to tell civil scrvants that
the statutory powers provided in a particular law could not
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be exerciscd in this woy or the other. And this is why we
- Teel that the whole spirit of the bill is wrong and-we
object to ibt. I will have somethins to say on the
proposod amendment. o>f clﬁu.se 6 — this time not esainst but
in favour - whilst not likin+ the bill at &ll we hfxve en—
deavoured to make it as least unpalatable as possible by
making only four proposed amcndments. Thc first one of
which means that thc¢ personal-occupation is limited to
people actually living dn the house-and the closencss of
relatives to the tenghnt in order to safesuard them cnd

. ‘ingofar as the death of thc tenant is concerncd, I hav
adopted the wordins to the cxtent thet it shoulu be
applicable in this case only the wording of the definition
of tenent in the Landloxrd and Tenant (Mlscellﬂruous
Provisions) Ordinence which in turn is taken from the rent
end mortgaege interest restrictions end other rent restric-
tion legislation in Enclend over which therc have been
many decisions and it would be e help not only to the
courts but it would also be a help to the sdministretion
of the oxdinernce by those dealins with it by knowing what
has been decided in particular ceses. So this. is done

in the girit of makine the ordinence at least objectionable
as possible and I very much hope thet it is taken in that
spirit and thet it will be accepted,

Mr Speaker proposed thet the omendment be made,

' Hon M Xiberras

Sir, the spirit of the Bill is to corrcct the
injustice of hoving a flat lyins cmpty and the occupant
living scmewhere else when thcre is such a housing
shortase, . That is the gpirit of the bill, To make
this bill effective thcerefore one must devise meaons of
achieving possession whilst allowins the tenant every
right to put his casé forwerd in the proper quarter. At
first thc Government felt that refercnce to the courts
‘and imvolvement in the Landlord and Tenant Ordinance
principles would frustrate the purpose of the bill
because every case would be open to lensthy appeal and
therefore Government or enother applicant on the Governmcnt
list would be unable to teke possession of that very
valuable dwelline, It is for this reason .that the
Governme it lmvum considered the matter and hoving looked
for ways oand means of doing it, we have come up an amend-
ment which prov1c1es for eppecal to the Mag mtrctes' Court,
I en glad to hear that the Hon and Leamed Leader of the
Opposnlon is thinkins of approving this amendment. The
bill, I feel, is nowhere as objectionable as the Hon and
- Leamed Leader of the Opposition would have the House or
- the public beclieve. It is aimed at corrccting a blatant
injustice., As rcrmards the amendnent under discussion at
the moment, Sir, may I scy that if the intention is to
cnsur e that ,famlly rishts are preserved, thcn the
Government is pcrfectly willine to accept such a principle,
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However, family rights are not the only matter under dis-
cussion here, we are olso dealines with rishts of the
community as a whole. Tenancy as far as T know is a
persona 1l thing. There is en cereenent signed between two
partics one of which is, of coursc, the tenant who
actually signs the ﬂvreemcnt We do not wish to be as
risgid and firm as the Leader of the Opposition #would have
us be in this amendment, because there is Dlpnty of
evidence thet therc can be monipulation of these family
comnections which cnable epplicants to pass on flats
within the broad definition of family, onc to another and
by -pass thc¢ Housine Allocation list. There is also the
distinct possibility thet pceoplec mey crowd into & house in
order to boost pointasec, Therefore the decision has
alrcady, in fact, becen teken in connection with the new
blocks of flots to put down the nomcs of thosc in respecct
of whon the ellocation hos becn made in The tonﬁnoy agree—
ment. I said ecrlier Sir, thet the Government is
prepared to accept the ormcnpl_e of the anecadment ard it
would do s2 in reculeticns which 21low for flexibility to
deel with the non boda fide case, the person wio is trying
to wanrle his woy into 2 flat »>n the grounds of some
personal reletionship. It is perfectly possible for
someone to move into a flat Jjust before an o0ld person, for
instance, is going to Mount Alvernia, It can heppen, and
I know of onc particular case where this has becen planned
o considerable time in advance, Now these ore factors
which should bc borne in mind but there should not be a
right to wanm~lc one's wey into a flet. Therefore, we
fecl thet more flexibility would be given if the spirit of
this mmerdment were to be incorporated into the rules,
Morcovecr, Sir, therc is if I mey perhaps anticipate
matters slirhtly, an arendment by the Opposition coming -
and I cive we oy to the Hon ond Learned Leader of the

- Opposition if he wishes on this - coming from the

- Opposition providins that no rulcs shell be made under
subsection 1 of the section concerned end the Government
is in a position . to accept this amendment as it has done
in conncction with the Industriel Training Ordinence and,

I believc, the Statistics Ordinance. Sir, I fecl that
this. is sufficient safecousrd to the House and to the
individual, ond that this, combined with thc mein emendment
introduccd by the Governmcnt, the appeals to the Court,
should provide sufficient safeguard. And T would, there-
fore ask the Hon and Iearncd Leadcr J_C tho ODPOSlISlOIl to
reconsider this amendment.

Hon Sir Joshue Hassan

Well, I =om sreteful for the acceptance of the
principle in this, where we vary fundemcntally din this
approach is thet the wey the Minister puts the motter
before the House it would look as if the Government has
mot no ranedy now against cascs of abuse, and I think the
Govemment has 7ot remedies because the Government is not

s
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bound: by the Landlord and Tenant lcgislation, and in any
case under the Landlord end Tenant lesislation there is

no pmtrectlon for a2 tenent who do cs not reside in the

- house - after a particular time, So there 1s where we
differ, It looks as if it is only now that there will be
renedy, I agree . that this is & much more drastic remedy
ard it my well be that it requires drastic action but
drestic actlon could 'have been taken anyhow, soO there is
where we differ fundgmpnt'xlly. We still do not like the
bill, but q_E what the Minister is sayin« is thet some kind
of deflnlt ion for the purpose of protectlng the fenily is
intended in the regulations which are coming here, if

that is whet he S°1d, whether it is in these terms or
something similar at lcast in spirit, then I wn quite
happy to postponc or rather to 1 cave this out but I would
meke it cleor thet something of this nature dous not eppear
‘in the rules which hove come here by resolution I will have
to move that they be eltered to include something of this
nature, This is es far as I can gc because this is the
only way I can safeguard whet I consider to be a very
cAnportant factor, In those circumstaences if I can get
not an undertckin~, I do not require nn undertalking,
because I am "lWE‘(YS free to put it in myself, but, an
indication thot the mrtter will be ﬂpprowchcd in that
spirit ond thot by.accepting the principlce that bone fide
members of the family are entitled to protection, I would
be heppy to withdraw the eomendnent,

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I am srateful also for the spirit of those
remﬂrks and cven thduﬁh the Hon and Lesmmeced Leader of the
Opposﬂ: ion has not called for sn underte 1{11],_), I eam prepered
to pive such en undertckin~, provided it is clearly
understood thet the Government 's main purpose is to avoid
unfair acquisition of flats., Sir, I think thot the only
other 901n1, which I make in COI]IlethIl with this emcnd-
ment ond in a very fencral sense is that some rules are
better then no rulcs, and previously unlcss it was the
Tandlord ard Tenants Ordinence it wes executive action
one week's notice whereas nov there ere rulcs which we may
debete end differ ebout but there will be rules for the
tenants themselves to eppeal to.

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

If I noy withdrow the amendnient for the moment
subject to the lcave of the Housec.

Mr Speaker

Under Stending Order 54(10) 1t is possible to
withdraw thc amendment. It reads: “"An amendment, a new
clausc, a new schedule, may be withdrawn at the requcst of
the mover, by leave of the Committee-before the question

. has been fully put thereon provxleu there is no
dissentient voice®, As there is no objection lcave to

withdraw the enendrent is granted.
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Mr Spcaker put the qucstion which was resolved in the
affirmet ive.

Clause v2bus ame nded sto od pert of the Bill.

Clause 3 was afreed to end stood part of the Blll.
Clause 4 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,. ..
Clause 5

Hon M Xiberras

n

Sir, I would like to propose the following amend—
ment with the leave of the House, In line 2 insert
'personally™ after "no 1ongcr" Sir, Mey I say in support
of this amendnent that this is a qu es’clon PErhapPSeseses

Mr Spe qlu:r

: As there is a furbher ﬁmendmc,nt to the clause that
you wish to propose perhaps we will have them both., It is
an amerdment to thc c lause itself.

Hon M le eITas

Very well, Sir, Second amendment to do with
this clause Sir. Add thereto the words "And that the
tenant may within fourtcen days from the scrvice of the
not ice appeal to the Magistrates Court on the ground thet
he is, in fact, in pOI‘SOl’l“ll occupation of thec premises',
Sir ¢ in support of the first smendment, may I scay that
thls is primarily a drafting point in order to standardise
the definition of occupetion, Sir, in support of the
second amendment, mey I say this heralds the amendment I
propose to mtrocl uce under Clause 6 allowing for right of
appeal to the courts. Since there has been agrceenent on
tre general principle, as I understand it, of having
appeals to the Courts, with leave of the HJUSO and the
Opposition's agreemcnt, perhaps this principle, the second
I heve ment ioned, could be discusscd more appropriately
under Clause 6.

Mr Speaker

I em taking this as onc amendment to the ¢ lause
and I will now propose this amendment,

Hon Sir Joshuo Hassan

I do not opposc this amendment, on the question of
longer personally in occupation, because as I understand it
if we come in the rules to some definition of what "personal
occupation™ is, it docs not alter the principlc by adding
the word "personal 1y" at this stage.
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Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I would likec to make clear on my side that
it is proposed to add those words: "and that thc tenant
may, within fourteen deys on the service of notice," and
so on at the end of the sentence. I thereforc conmend
the amerndment to the House, Sir,

Mr Speaker then put tle question which was resolved in the
affirme tive.

Clause 5 as amended stood part of the Bill,
Clause 6

Hon M Xibcrras

Sir, I would likc to propose the following amend-
ment ¢ Substitute for clause 6 the following new clause:
"Right of appcel ageinst notice’, and since this is a new
claise Sir, I do not know whether I should ask pcrmission
to teke it in this order or not,

Mr Sp caker

I do not think it is & new clouse. Clause 6 has
been amended by the substitution, I think the new clause
will. be the subsequent one.

Hon M Xiberras

I see, in thet case, Sir, the emencment I propoe
to read as follows: Substitute for clause 6 the
following new claise:

"Right of 6.(1) Where a notlco under Scction 5 hr_S been

appeal served on a tenent in respect of any premises,
against the tenant may within fourtecn days fron the
.notice, = service of the notice appeal to the megistrates?

court, on the ground that he is in fact in per-
sonal occupation of such prcnises.

(2) On an eppeecl under this section the court,
if satisfied thet the tenent is in fact in
personel occupation of the precmises, shall by
order cancel the notice, but sholl othcmusc by
ordecr confirm it.

(3) A notice served under Section 5 shall,
unless previously withdrawn by the Housing
Menager with the approvel of the Commlt‘tee
become final -

(a) where no appeal under this section is
boucht egainst it within the time men~
. ‘tioned in subsection (1) of this section,
at the cnd >f fourteen days from the
exp iration of that time;g
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(b) where such an egppeal is so brought but is
withdrawn or dismissed for want of prose-
cution, at the end of fourtecwn days from
the date of withdrawal or dismissel of the
appeal; .

(¢) where such an. aip el dis s0 brouuht is not
withdrawn or dismisses as aforcsa 1d and is
. - Tinally determined by the coni‘irmation of
- the nitice, at the end of fourteen days -
fromn the date of the final determlnutlon of_‘

the o ppeal,

(&) The procedure under this scction shall be
by way of complaint for an order, and the.
Map*lstrqtos‘ Court Ordinencc shall apply to the

RIS proceedingsy and for the purposes of this -
: ,sectiorv the making of a complalnt shall be-
decened to be the brlnr“lng of the :Dpcal

.(5) A person agerieved by an order. macle by
the megistrates? court on deterulnlnr a com~
plaint under this Ordinancc my cppeal” th ére-
o+ fromito the Supreme Court; and for the . -
* pvoidance of doubt it is hcreby declared thet
o ~-_';-‘che Housing Manceer meay be a person a{)g;rleved
¢ v within the meenins of this subs‘,ctlon. o o
Slr, T mentioned cerlier that thls was the noin o ﬂendment
brousht- on the Government sldc. .. I also said eﬁrller
that the Goverment wished this tv be on effective Bill,’
what we want to do is to be able lcegally to toke a flat

" which is not bn,an used. Our origincl reluctance to pub

in an appeal to the court was thet we did not went to ret

involved iin legel arsuncnts of the kind thot 1le .ndlo:cﬂs

an'd “Tenants Wf)Ulu. pmduce, because Govermuent is making a
special effort in gmvulln{ housnn(; for thc communltj and
housing: ig very scerce in the comunity.. .., Sir, the amend-
men't "*'opvurs to be a len{fthy one but-.I asgure tne House '

- it is onc Pprinciple which is 1nv01vu1 Thet is th"t
there shaould be . appeal to the Magistrates! Courts I heve
“here, Bir, for ny own suidence o lli'tl\, skctch of how -

things were goin~ to work according to.the old Bill and one
of how it would work under the new bill &#rd T will g0 very
briefly throuch it Jjust for the scke of the record.
According o> the old timing of things, the Housing Manarser
would refer a case that came to his notice to the Housing
Allocotion Committee, the Housine Allocation Committee
would consider it. If the tecnent had not been in personel
occupation for a considerablc period of time, cventual ly
with thc¢ agrecment of the Committee, a notice would be
scrved by the Housing Moneger, Tour weeks would eclepsc
after that and the natter woull be refcrred once again to
the Housine Allocotion Committec. If the Housing Alloca-
tion Committee thoucht that thcere was no reason to change
the decision then the final notice would be scrved end the
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“Goyerament would determine the tenancy. Sir, this provided
four weeks time for en aggrievgd party to come forward and
make his complaint and try to convince the Housing Manager
‘or the Housing Allocation Commibtce, or both, that in fact
he had becn unjustly treoted, Obviously, even at the

first stage it took a considerablc period of timec for the
whole thins to come clearly to lisht, A period of the
tenant not being there, e period of decision by the Housing
Allocation Committee end in thet end it was open ended in
fact. The proposed ncw timine iIs as follows: the Housing
Manager will amain refer the matter to the Housing Alloca-
tion Committee who will consider whether there is good
reason for the Government to start the procedure working,

‘A notice would be served in Form A which T will bring to

the House in a moment. A notice would bc served and thcere
would be a period of appeal of fourtecn days following the
issue of this notice on Form A, Then comes the cnd of the
appeal, but the appeal in this casc would be to the Court,
not to the Housing Allocation Committee, Then, Sir, after
that there are another fourteen deys at the ce¢nd of which

the determination of the tenancy would take places Fourteen
deys therefore of risht of sppecl to the court. Fourteen
days one might scy grace in which to convince the Housing
Menager and the Housing Allocation Committee te drop the
procedure, ond I understand possibly to affect also the
court, to be allowed in certain circumstances to oppecl cven
after the first fourtecn days elspsecd, So really twentye
eight days in which t0 appeal, the samc period of timec as we
hod before. dbut in this case an appeal to the Court rather
thaen to the Housing Allocation Committce, Sir, thcre is
provision in thc clause for the Magistrates? Court to deal
with this matter within twenty-one days of the matter

being put to the court by the Housing Mecnager, This hes
bee¢n really the foctor which has cnabled us to bring forward
this anendment which, of course, I was perfectly willing to
bring before cexcept I did not think about this perticular
rule and I am much indebted to the Hon and Learned Friend
the AttorncyeGeneral for thinkins of this twentyeonc dayst
rule which is aimed ot bringing about ¢ quick, Treasonably”

. quick, .should I -say, conclusion to a metter of this kind,

I do not think it would be folir to hove somebody shunting
between London and Gibraltar or ony other place than
Gibraltar, cloiming personal occupation for one day and

then going off for two years cnd then coming back and things
of the kind thot is, not really meking full umse of the flat,.
And T have, Sir, about six cases documented herc in which If
can show that such things ore, in fact, taking plece and

the house is empty for most of the time, ° There are cases
in which the houses gre passed on in fact to somebody else.
and the persom ¥tves mostly away from Gibreltar, practically
entirely away from Gibraltar, and a person is also at the
sane time leasing out a Government f£lad to somebody clse and
Lhese things ere really quite unfair I wowld say, Sir, with
this procedure I think hoth principles arc balanced, First
of all thet the fiovernment les a right to make the best
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possible use in the interest of the community of the acco-
mmodation availeble ~nd, sccondly, thet the individual has
the right to appcal to the courts. It is a balance which
elters from time to time depending on the situation and-on
the subject but in this situstion I fecl it .is a nlce
balance, it is one which fits the 31tu<tlon.

Mr Spcaker proposed the question,

Hon Sir Joshua Hassen

Sir, as I said beforé, I am very plC°scu'thbt”the
idea of leaving the wholec of this law as it was advocated
on the other side at thc beginning to the executive has

now been not followed strictly and thet thérce is this pro-

vision, and I am glad thot the Minister hos been convinced

- by a lewyer that l@ﬂal process can be as expeditious if

not more pcerhops thgt administrative process and duc

regard to fair play, Justice and all the rest of it not

only is it fair but it ousht to look that it is feir, For
thet reason we very much welconce this amendment which goes
somc way to mcet the main objcetion thot we raised on the
second reading of the Bill because it docs give a completely
impertial and unprcgudlccd hearins t5 anybody who hes got

o bona fide casc to fight it out, and wc support the
emcndnrnent, ;

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I thank the Hon and Learncd Leader of the
Opposition for supporting this smendment. I should moke
it quite clcer thot I was not convinced by a legal nember;
I was advised by my Hon Fricnd. Again,’ perhups, if the
Hon and Learncd Leader of the Opposition had not called the

.Bill unconstitutional end refused to teke up ny invitation

to provide any cmendments which in his vast expericnce he
nicht be ablc to produce then, of course, this matter
night have comc directly from the other side, but it didn't,

‘it was someonc clse who advised thot this was the way of

reconciling cffectiveness with due regard for individual
rights, Sir, I have not gone through o211 the various
subsections of this cleausc, I just repcak beforc I commend
the Bill to the House that they are all really consequential
once onec Qcccpts the principle of appeal tp the Mogistrates!
Court. . T

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

I would likc to say, Mr Specakcr, thet I knew some
ancndments were coning and I wos not going to do 0y OWI.
T lct the Government do their own homework. That is whet
they are paid for,

Mr Speeker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative,
Clause 6 as amended stood part of the Bill.
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Clouse 7

Hon M Xiborras

Sir, I beg leave to introduce this ncw clause under
the proviso of Standing Order 34(7) so as not to confuse
thc House, Sir,

Mr Spcaker

Leave is eronted.

)

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, the amcndment which I beg to nove is as
followss 1insert after new clouse 6 thc following new
clause: "Determination of tenecncy. When a notice
relating to any tcnancy has becn scrved under Section 5 end
has become final under subsection 3 of Section 6, the
Housing Manager shall forthwith determinc the tonqncy by
scrving on the tenant a notice in Form B in thc Second
Schedule and asny rent paid by or on behalf of the tenant
under the tenancy agrecmcnt for thce premises.for any period
thereafter shall be rcturned to him, Sir, I think the
purpose of this amendment is to tie in with thc new ..
appeals procedure which has been acc;pted by the House
already. .

Mr Spcaker proposed the amendment,

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

I have nothing to say.

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I commcnd the amendment to the Housc.

Mr Speaker then put the question that the clause be added
" to the bill which was resolved in the affirmative,

Mr Speaker

Mr Clerk will you pleasc continue-calling the
clausecs according to the old clauses. Numbers I mean.

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, clause 7 could be rcnumtzred as 8 or am I
egoing on ahead?

Mr Specaker

To avoid confusion I specifically told the Clerk
to cell the old clauses and then you can propose that
cleuse 7 be amended by renumbering it 8, Otherwise we
are going to be confused,
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Clausc 7

Hon M Xiberras

Slr, I beg to move that clausc 7 be renunbered as

clause 8 and in line 1 substitute "6 or 7% for's or 6V,
They arc conscquentiel anchdments.

Mr Speaker proposed that the anendment be mede,

Mr Spceker then put the question which was resolved inthe
affirmative,

Cleause 7, as amended, stood part of the Bill,
Clause 8

Hon M Xiberras

Slr, I beg to move the deletion and substitution
thprcfor of thc follow1n0 as clause 9;-—

"Entry on 9.(1) The Hou51ng Manager moy,. on the deter—
end disposal mination of & tenancy under Scctlon 7o
of property

.. on the (2) enter upon the premlses and remove
.- prcnises, thercefrom all nmoveable property .
thercing

(b) sell any perisachable =zoods therein,

(2) The Housing Manager shall, on removing
from ony prenises any moveable property under
subsection (1) of this scction -

(a) reive the tenant notice of such rcmovel,
in the manncr prescribed by Scetion 83

(b) nmnotify such removal by a notification
in the Gazette stating that such
property is held undcr the provisions of
this Ordinance and that it will, unless
duly cleoimed within the period of not
lcss than six months from the date of
publication of such notllfication, vest
in and beconc the property of the
Governnment,

(3) Subject to any cleoim under subsection
(2) of this section and to the rights of any
third party therein, any moveable property of

tenent removed under this section shell, on
thp expiration of = period of six nonths from
the datc of publlcutlon of the notification
referred to in subsection (2) of this section
vest in and become the property of the
Governmnent, ™
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Sir, the clause reelly should be teken from middle upwards
and then downwards, If I nay cxplain thet, in sinple
language. The Housing Manager cannot take possession and
sell thc goods unless hce has satisfied certain conditionsg
notification of thc tenant, a duc pcriod of six nonths
before he seclls the propecrty and so on, Then 1f he does
sell - he has powers to actuelly scll, if T may put it
that way - he can cnter the prenises ﬁnd teke the goods
including perishable goods, Then, Sir, the aggrieved
party if ho hos not been successful in his appeal to the
court, or if he has not made an appeal to thc court, can
put 1n o cloeim for his belongings cond on putting in the
claim the Governmwnt shall rcimburse tho full cmount of
ony noney obteined from the sale of the furniture, Sir,
the recason for this is not obvibusly thet the Government is
intent on taking over furniturc in a perticuler but we
nust ensure that when derlins with o person who nisght be
away from Gibrelter for o considereble smount of time thot
therc is cevery opporbtunity of (a) of -llowing him to

claim and (b) thot if he does not cleim that “the Goverament
con dispose of the property as I heve described in the
clause,

Mr Speckecr invited discussion on the amendment,

Hon Sir Joshus Hassan

Well, it follows the prttern of the Bill and
thercfore I eam not spesking on the prlncaplp of it but I
arl not right in thinkine thet the word in 9(2)(b) four
lincs from the bottom “not less than' ore not nccessary
there. Surely it cannot nean that anybody has got to

2it for six months before he cleaims his prﬁpqrty. "Unless

duly claimed within the period of not less than six
months” but surely it must meen unlcss cleimed within the

period of six months, Otherwise it mcans thcn that a
bperson cannot claim thoe property for six months. If so,
why? -

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, the intention is thot he should have a six
nonths period to clein it "Unless duly claimed within the
period of not less than six months", to me would appear to
be the correct wording. Perhaps it is one of these things
that the more you look at it the more confused it scems.

Hon it Col J I Hoare

Mey I say, Mr Speakcr, that not lcss then six
months cen be ten months, ond therefore if he is going to
claim it for ten months, it cannot be got rid of within
six months,
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Hon M K Featherstone

Sir, if the Hon Minister could look on the back of
the postal order it stetes thot should it be lost and
unless cleim is made within six months you don't get the
LONey. It doesnt't say'w1th1n not lgss than six months.
You have got six months in which to make your clain, after
that you lose your rights. :

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I don't happen to have o postal order handy

- but I take the Hon Member's word for it. ""Not less”™ was

introduced in order to emphasise thet there would be a
period within which the pcrson could cleim, I am advised
again thet we have no objcction on this side to the
wording proposed on the other side.

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

It is a matter of getting the legislation to say
whet you want it to say, and therefore it looks as if the
pCcrson has got six months in which to claim and you should
not debar him to claim within thot period. The sooner he
takes it out of the Government the better.

Hon M Xiberras

- 8ir, I rcpcet it was put in to cmplcsise the
point. I cannot accept that it mcons thce opposite but T
ann willins to accept within six wmonths if that is pleasing
to the House,

Mr Speaker

Well, may I have the proposed amendment to the
amendnent,.

‘Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

That the word "not less than®™ be delcted.

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative,

The ' anendment to the amendment was accordlnwly carried.
Mr Speaker then put the question that the amendment by
the Minister for Housing be mede,

This was agrced to-and Clause 8 es amended stood part of
the Bille.
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Clause 9

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I beg to move the following amcndmentgs
chumber Clause 9 as Clause 10 and (g) inscrt in line 3%
after the words “cloim from and™ the words “shall in such
~event’, (b) in line 5 substitute for the figure 8" the
figure "9, Sir, thce first amendment euphﬁs1ses the
point that the moncy must be paid by the Government if the
cleinm is maode. In other words the claim does not have to
be considered., It is automatic that if a claim is nade
the moncy is given to the tenant or ex—-tenant, Slr, the
other one, the "8" for the "9" is consequential,”

Mr Speaker

Have you proposed os on ambndnpnt that it should
be renumbered 107

Hon M‘Xiberras

I have, Sir.

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

Well Mr Speaker as I have given notice to the
Ministcr thet I have an amendncnt ta Clause 9, if we
agrec te the amendment now, I am losing ny opportunity
becausc the cleouse will be passed as ﬂmendea 8o I would
like to deal with this ond perhaps we could . teke the
ancndnent in order then, ot

Mr Spcaker

By the rules of course it is my duty to take
enendments of which notice has been given before, Perhaps
we night solve the impasse by your proposing an amcndnent
to an amendment by which you say that the wholc clause
should be deleted.

Hon Sir Joshuo Hassan

Yes, I think that will be best, We can take the
amnendment now and thcen I can move that thet be amended, I

. now move that thc clouse as proposed to be amended be

further amended by the deletion of the rrwviso,
Mr Spcoker

You arc proposing on amcndment to an amcndment
that the proviso should be deleted,

=
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Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

Yes, ond we can have the thing thrashed out now.
Mr Speaker, I have no objection to the proposcls of the
anendnents moved by the Minister with regard to o substan
tive part of thce clause., Now the rcason for proposing the
delction of the prviso is thet I think it would be rether
unfoir after having deprived sonmbody for whatever rcecasons,
having obtaincd the furniture, having gold it and so on, to
delctc from such moncy ns may become ovallable the cost of
any repairs of renovation neccssary on the determination
of the tcnancy othcer than those duc tu fair wcer and tcar
or to render the promises fit for occupation. This nay
involve much nore then the nomael responsibility of o
tenrnt to repeir the house end I do not think it is
intended, I hopc it is not inteunded to nulct tho person
fronm the valuc of the furniture, If it were said that
such repeirs nccecssary under the terms of the tengncy, it
would be less objectionablec, But they talk about renova-
tions. Why should thce Government housing be rencvated at
the expense of the furniturc of soncbody who has becn
deprived of it, when it is not his responsibility. True,
thet it would be all right to deprive him of the moncy to
carry out the rcpairs that are his responsibility but I
cannot undecrstand that there is any responsibility on the
part of any tenqnt in Goverment dwellins now to renoveote
the prenises. - So eithcr we bteke away tho proviso or if
the Minister I understand is not happy about it, at lcast
nakc it clcor that it is cny rcpairs nccessary undcr the
tenancy, not on the detecrmination of the tennncy because
that would be physically necessary and not just under the
lcgal terms of the tenoncy. I hope ny point is clcar,.
You cannot mekec hinm pey more with the procecds of his
furniture than he would have becn duc to poy if he had been
a tenant who left the premises. Mot because you have the
property and the moncy are you moing to nulct him to carry
out renovations to property. I think this is very unfoir,

. Hon M Xiberras

Sir, I belicve the Hon and Learned Loador of the
Qpp081tlou is assumines thines., What I an sgy1n~ is that
if there is such a person who prectically wrecks his flat
ebout six months before he zocs off, to the United Kingdon,
for instance, or lcaves thc flat in a terriblce condition
and doesn't bothcr to appecal when he comes back and lecaves
sone furniture bchind, thcn, such & person has occasioncd
denage to the propcrty and it is impossible to get hin to
pay for such rcpeirs. That is thc purposc of this proviso,

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

Tt may be the purpose but it gocs much further
than what thc purpose is. If it is said: ‘cost of any
repeirs which arc properly the teneont'g rcspcn81b111ty”, yES,
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If the Minister will accept on ancndment of words in the
proviso such as "the cost of any repeoirs which are
properly the tenant's responsibility®, I would withdraw
the amcndment, Any rcpairs which are the tenent’g res-—-
ponsibility.

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, we hove becn discussing on this side whether
"in accordance with thc tenoncy provisions™ would be in
fact on adequate anendment to the amendnent, And we fecl
that it is an important principle to introducc to the Bill,
because what we arc doing is moving from the tenancy
agrecnent into the ordinance - this is the gencral spirit
of the Bill - whcereas this would put us back into the
tecnency ogrecnent, Therefore I toke the point of the Hon
- ond Learncd Leader of thc Opposition. At this short
notice I.cannot accept the second proposal thoush I do
perhaps see o glimmer of sensc in it, I an preparcd to
accept this suggestion at this particular tine,

Mr Spcaker

Docs any othcer menber wish to spceak on the amnend-
nent to the esmendment? I would then put thc question
which is that thce anendnent to the amcendment as proposcd
by the Hon Leader of the Opposition be made. Those in
favour? Those agoinst? May I hcar the votce on the
Governnent side? I en afraid it wasn't very clear. We
are voting on thc amendnent to thce amendment, I have said
thosc in favour of the emendment to the amendiacnt propos ed
by the Leader of the Opposition? Those¢ in favour? Those
against? I would rather hcar the Government say no, if
they are agoinst the encndnent, The ancndiient to the
- amenducnt is then defeated, I will nawput the question

which is that the amenduent proposcd to Clausc 9 by the
Hon Minister for Housing bc¢ made, Those in favour?
Thosec against? Carricd, Clause 9 as amcnded stand part
of the Bill, '

Clause 10

Hon M Xiberras

T beg to move, Sir, thet Clause 10 be renumbered
es Clause 11,

Mr Speaoker put thce question which was resclved in the
affirmative,

Clause 10 as ancnded stood peort of the Bill.
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Clause 11

Hon M Xiberras

SEry 1 bbg to nmove thﬁt Cluusc 11 be ronumbered
as Clausec 12.

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

I would 1likc to proposc on ancndnent to the amend-

‘nent, and thet is thet Clausc 11 be delcted of which I have

given the Ministecr notice, I mcan Cleausc 1l cs printed
not as proposed. . Mr Speocker, I did reisc my objections in
the coursc »f the Second Reading thet the conditions of
tenancy which cre the standard form of the tenancy cgree—
ment should be contrectusl and not statutory. I do not
think it is a good idca to have it in the schedule, nor do
I think that it is fair to supcrimpose thesc conditions by
statute ond the only way it can be donc is by deleting the
clause,

‘Mr Speeker

I now put the qucstion which is thet the smendnent
to the encndnent be nade, _ .

Hon M Xiberrés

Sir, I connot support this r~mncnduent to my anend-
ncnt hecause Government property is by far the largest in
Gibraltar certainly as far as flats and dwcllings are con-
cerncd, ond I think Governncnt hes a spccisl responsibility
and that we have a speccinl perlcm thCSb days with the
clganliness and upkccp of the verious blocks of flats, My
intention as I mentioned in the Second Reading of the Bill
in putting thesc tenoncy conditions into the law was to
cnoblc the House to ~ive its full weisht to cny proposal
better to meintein Governwment property ond better to
protect the welfare of the people who live in Governnent
propcrty. As I said cerlicr, Sir, thc Government 1s per-
fectly willing to accept the mendnpnt thet is ~oing to be
nade by the 090951t10n for Clﬂuso 12, that is, thot no
rulcs should be made without coning t> thise Housc and I
therefore would ask the Hon and Leorncd Leader of the
Opposition to consider those things thoat have gonce already
into the schedule now end bo say whether he considers these
to be rcasonsble or unreasonable. Any future inclusion in
this schedulc would, in fact, conc to the House so that we
would heove the full force and weisht of this House behind
any rcgulation made for the upkecp of Governient property
ancd flets, Gibraltar is oxcceptional in the scnse that
there are so mony Government blocks of flabs togcther of
the sanc kind and therefore things as tidincss, upkcep,
clcanliness and so on, 2l1ll thesce thingss would in fact come
before the Housc for the support of 211 Mcmbers. This is
quite the opposite, Sir, of cxccutive dircctions, This
is Tcally aprecucnt and consensus by pcople around this
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floor so thot thce mcessege cen <0 out from here that these
csre the conditions that the House considers rcecasonable

for propcrty which is extrcemcly valueble and which the
House 1is oftcn cngaged in debating, T would rcmind the
Housc of what the conditions in the first schcedule are.
"The tcnant shell not paint, colour, wash or othcrwise
vary the cxternal dceccorative scheme of the prcemniscs. The
tenant shall not for ony causc allow any box, parccl,
Tlower pot, re¢fusc, rubbish or eny obstaclc whatever to

be left in the passarse or ~ny lending outside the premiscss
throw or allow dirt, rubbish, rags or other rcfusc to be
thrown down eny watcr closet, or use spirits, salt or
hydrochloric acid and so on', We hove taken off onc, in
foct, I took thce Hon and Lecrncd Leoder of the Oppositiontg
point on this, cnd thet weas thce weshineg, onl that is not
in as you can sce, Sir, I think thet these things arc
perfectly accepteble end perfectly reasonable end that the
House will have a perfect chance of debating every sinslc
onec of them if it so wishcs. L

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

I think the Minister has got it all wrong., M
objcction at the time was in putting it into statutory
forn end I heve, apart from the fact that when you look at
then carcfully you sce how difficult the implcementation of
somc of thcem arc in practice, though most of the thines
that are intended t5> be prohibited arc not only reasonable
but nccessary, if it is goins to be a reaso>nable life
-amongst tenants perticularly in hish blocks of many flots,
It is only thc fact as we have gsoid all along of imposing
thesce thinss into the statute. I do not think that they
have lcss force or more force, if they are in thce statute
than if they arc the conditions of regulotions ond that
is =11, But I scc it there hms been no proposed amcnd-
nent to the Third Schedule that for the Minister to say
thet he hos teken note of it, The point reelly i1is the
implcmentation, If you nced, for cxemple, permission to
have o bird - of the feathcred veriety - in a block of
flets, you would nced a bird officer, I am sure there
would bc plenty of competition for the job. Anyhow, T
felt thet I hed to make the point. I an neither with-
~drawing or insisting. I think wc ousht to have a vote,
but I do not fcel very strongly.  If the Minister thinks
thet if we give support to this, pcople are not #oing to put
out bras and so on in the open, we will vote in favour,

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, again I have rcasnn to be grateful to the
Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition, Undoubtedly
therce are problems of implementation but I think that
one shoull not be defeatist cbout these things and I
shall be bringing into the House in a lengthy statement
at somc timc, certain administrative ncosurcs which are
proposed in order to try to stem gradual deterioration,
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in attitudes of tcnants in Government flats, And this,
I think, psychologically thet thc Housc should vote to
include this Third Schedulc in the Bill is =oing to be I
can assure the House of pgreot uscfulncss and of grecat
encouragenent to thce Housing Unit.

Hon Sir Joshus Haessan

I ask thc lcave of thce House to withdraw ny
amcndment,

Mr Specaker

And I, with the lesve of the Houze, groamt it and
I therefore put the question which is thet the cmendment

proposed to clausc 11 by thc Hon the Ministcecr for Housing
be made, Thoe in favour? Those ageinst? = Carricd,

Clause 11 as amended stood part of the Bill,
Clausc 12

Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

Mr Spcaker, I alrecady hove an indication that this
was going to be accepted so I do not propoe to say very
much, Whereas in the original one the rulces would be
laid before the House, the proposed cmendment is- that the
rules to be madc shall be in draft form and shall be laid
before the Housec end approved by resolution to..the House
which of course mcens thot we shall be able to debate it,
ond perhaps contribute in this rather difficuli.meotter of
detoil and so on. I an grateful for the indication that
to meoke somce eontribution in Trespcet of that pert,- The
anendnent is to delete subcloause 2 and substitute it by
mo rule¢ shall be nnde under subscction 1 of this section,
unless a draft thereof has been laid before the Asscmbly
and has becn opproved by resolution of the Asscmbly,™

Mr Speaker

I now propose that this ancndment be made,

Hon M Xdiberras

Sir, again the¢ Governnent will support this amend-—
ment as it hos becn in the case of the Industricl
Training Ordinance, and the Statistics Ordinancec, I fceel
I should say thet this situation has becn rcpeated in the
House a number of times and therce is no real objection
on the Government side to the principlc¢ that things should
be discusscd by thc House and it is only a quistion of
which of the forms one should codopt. Given thce spirit of
contribution ond discussion which hes emcrged from the
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Opposition in this perticular sittins of thc House, again
of course we arc pcrfceetly prepered to cncourcge further
constructive discussion in other mcetines and this anmend-
nent might certeinly contribute to this.

Mr Spcaker then put the question which was resolved in
the affirnmative,

Hon M Xiberras

: Sir, I propose that clousec 12 be renumbercd clause
13 and in paragraph (d) substitute for thc figure ¥8"™ the
figure "97,

Mr Spccker put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative, and clouse 12 as amenled, stood pecrt of the
Bill.,

Clause 13

Hon M Xiberras
Sir,. I propose thet clausc 132 be rcrunbercd as
clause 14, '

Mr Spcakcr put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and Cleusc 13, as arwnded, stood pert of the
Bill.

The First Schedule was agrecd to and stood part of the
Bill.

The Second Schedule

Hon M Xibecrras
-y

Sir, I beg to move in the second schedule the
subgtitution of Forms A and B by the following n w fornsie
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FORM A
Scctions 5 eond 8
HOUSING (SPECIAL POWERS) ORDINANCE 1972
Notice of Intended Determination of Tenancy

WHEREAS I have rcason to belicve that you arc no longer
personclly in occupation of the abovementioned premisess,

NOWTHEREFORE pursuant to thc provisions of Scction 5 of
the Housing (Special Powers )Ordinsnce 1972, ond with the
epproval of the Housing Allocation Committec, I hcreby
give you notice thet it is proposed to terminate your
tenancy on the ground that you are no longer yourself
personally in occupation of the said premises,

2, You may object to this Notice by filing your objcc-
tion with the Clerk to the Magistrates? Court, within
fourteen deys from the date of scrvice of this Noticee.

Dated this day of

L] e L ] L] [ ] [ [ L ] . L] e o L ] !
Housing Maneger
Tor and on behalf of the Governnent

(Served this dey of

for Housing Manager)

NOTE: Any person who without lewful cxcuse cnbers into
or reneins in occupation of the abovemcntioncd premises
after the issuc of the above Notice is guilty of an
offcnce under Section 11 of thce abovementioned Ordinance
and licble on sunmary conviction to a finc of up to £200.
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FORM B
Scetions 7 -nd 8
HOUSING (SPECIAL POWERS) ORDINANCE 1972
Notice of Detcrnination of Tenoncy

TO. L] L [ ] [ ] o o L] ® e . o * e e e L) L4 L] * L e . & o o [ ] *

Ofo L] [ [ ] L) ) o ° [ ) . ° ° L) . L] . e L) L) . L] L] L4 L L . e

- IN exercise of the powers conferrcd on ne by Scction 7 of
~the Housing (Spccial Powers) Ordinance 1972 I hereby
deternine your tenancy of the abovenentionced premises,
with c¢ffecet from the date of this Notice,

" D{“ted this oooooo ay Ofooo ooooooooo 19...-

L ] [ * » ] L ) o ] - L] * *
Housing Manager
for and on bchalf of the Government

NOTE: The cffcet of the above Notice is thot the Housing
Manager may on behalf of the Governnment entcer upon and
rcnove from the abovencnticnoed premises all nmoveable
.property thprcln. This will be storcd under the provi-
sions of the Ordinahnce, and is liable to vest in and
beeonme  the property of the Government.

Sir, this is o conscquentiel rnendment but since
it is, I bullpVO, the lest amendment to be made, perhaps
I could say thot on a Bill which sterted off as being

- decned unconstitutionsl by the Opposition I think thoere hes

- encrged perhaps not the perfect answer to thisproblem but
certainly an answer which is going, I fecl, to do a lot to
rencdy what I have terned end I term ecain bletant injus—~
tice of a flat heinr left unoccupicd over long periods of
tine whcn thcecre are hundreds, indecd 1,700 pcople on the
wailting list. I would like to thank the Opposition for
the spirit in which thc¢y heve contributed to the Bill and
assure thcm thot this Bill can ecasily be suacrsedcd by
enother Bill if anybody has any better ideas about this,
But in the meontinmc this is reﬁlly fronta l attoeck on
this problcm end cvery mcnber of thu Housc¢ who has contri-
buted to this can rcst assurcd thaot without pcersecuting
anybody, without lookins for cascs, therce are alrecady a
number of cascs which h Ve been under consideration for a
considcerable period of tine by the Housing Allocetion
Comnittee and thcy hﬁvc been uncoble to take action beceousc
the proper machinc and the proper procedure was not there
for them or the Housing Unit or the Government or this
Housc¢, in fact, to use.
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Mr Spcaker

I nov propose thet this amendnent be made.

Hon Chicf Ministof

Mr Speaker,-TI would likce to just say that it is

~another instance wherce this Government, in a rathcr short

time, hoas been able to face a very difficult situstion
which eppearently o lawycr could not Jdo beforc, and which a
teacher has taught & lewyer how to do it. This is

indecd a'very difficult subject which we have had to
tackle very cerefully for the very rcasons thaet it has been
dcboated here at lensth as to the right of the individual
to his hone, There was no intention ot any timc ripht
from the beéginning of the introduction of this Bill, to
interfere with those rishts. At the sane time, we hove
to safepucrd the rishts of the community as a whole, a
right which I think evcry individuel in Gibraltar has ot
to Government housine under the Housing 'Allocation Scheme.
And the mein obacctlvc of this was to prevent pcople
either to keceping unoccupicd houscs for o length of time
which coull well be occupicd by othcer fa milips or by this
neans to jump thce qucue of the 2llocetion scheme., T nust
congretulete the Minister himself, thce cmount of work he
has put into this.  Very shortly, enl he took over this
responsibility he tacKcod this nettle, which I know was not
an easy onc as the Leader of the Opposition hinself has
said, ind T am so fled that it has bech pJSSlblb with
the concurrcnce of both sides of tho Hruse to crrive at o
measure which I think will be to the benefit.of the
community as a wholc and without interfering in any woy
with thce rishts of the individuel, And 21so I would like
to add of coursce the men who has beoen working so hard not
only with this bit »f lcegisletion but with o1l the other
legislation thet we are bringing into this House and thet
is the Attorncy-Gencral himself,

Hon J Caruona

Mr Spcaker cverything thet hos had to be srid on

this has becn said for the timce being. Legislation moves

with  inc¢ and no doubt they require cmendments as time
socs on, with chenging conditions. * When the bill was

vflrst brousrht by my fricnd the Minister for Labour and

Housing I diad. sey I hod no qualms in supporting the bill
in principlec becouse it was correcting o great injustice
which cxistced in Gibreoltar and which was rather blatant,
Mr Specker, I think it has bcen rather crcditable to the
Hon and Learned Leadcer of the Opposition that he has done
all thc spceking for the Opposition and thaot the shadow
Ministcr for Housing hes becn conspicuous by his silence,
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Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

I wish other mumbers followed thce example of the
shadow Minister for Housing, whcn they talk out of turn.
I was goings to sey, and thercfore the rcmorks of the last
speaker who said there was nothing to say were oll super-
fluous on his own adnission. But I wes going to say with
rerard to the 1littlc homily from the Chicf Minister: (a)
that we objcected strongly to the bill as it was originally
prescnted becausc it was o211l to the cxecutive cnd if one
may rcrcubcr the Hon Beckbencher said the beautics of the
executive and not brinsing in the judiciary into it, has
also kept silent and followed the pece of the anendnent
without a word, So we have achicved a considerable
cermount of what we set out to do and thet is to bring the
courts into the actions of thc executive in order to stop
possible abuses and protect the lawful tcenant who descrves
¢very protection whercas we have ncver been at all worried
or rather we have becn quitc preparcd to help in every way
to stop the abuses. But even azain steps could be token,
I know it is more diffuclt but not complctely impossible,
Howcver, I agree that this is 2 much gquickcr remedy in
order to get on with it and may nocke a few pcople think in
future what to do with thc houses they occupy. But
overcll we nust rcmember, it has becn stated over and over
again thet there arc threc or four, ten or twelve cascs,
there are thousands of peoplc who have becn housed over
the ycars the bulk of whom are well behaved, goo! tenants,
pay their rents properly ond kecp their housecs beautiful,

Mr Spcaker

Just before ﬂnyonc clse pets up, may I say thot
we are debating cxclusivcely the schedule to the Bill,
That the time to tolk on the gencral principlcs went past
when we discussed it ot the SCC)nd Recading and unluss
anyone has onything to say on the Schedule, perhops we
should now take a votc.

Hon. It Col J I Hosrc

‘ There 1s onc point, Mr Spcaker, I =m not critici-
“_s1ng this but I would think thet perhops Form B might be
“improved slightly, if on the last linc or the last two

' lincs, where it so wys fand is liable™ was altered to reads

"and if not clained within six months is liable to be
vested in', I think this is o warning to thce recipient
which will bring to his scnses that hc has really got to
get cracking within six months,

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, wc on this sidc arc perfpctly prepored to
accept this improvement. I should say in relotion to
another part of this form thot thc susgestion to toke the
natter to the courts, or to allow an appceal to thce courts
in no way emcnated from thce othcr side,
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Mr Spcaker

Col Hoere will you plcas. tell mc what is the
encndicnt you arc proposing?

Hon It Col J L Hosare

' It is that in the note to Form B in line & after
the word “"Ordinence’ the word “and®™ be deleted and sub-
stituted by “and if not cleimcd within six months™ and

_carrics on. That is 21l Mr Spcaker,

Mr Speakcr put the question in the terms of the Hon Lt Col
J L Hoare's encndnment which wes resolved in the affirmative.

Hon M Xiberras

Sir, onc¢ minor point, And thot is thet after the
Hon and Gellant Member's amendment, it would be perhaps
rood to say as follows: "if nott claimced within six months
will vest in and become the propecrty of the Govermment®
rather than "is liable to",. So, Sir, I proposc an amend-
ment to the emendment to the amendment!

Mr Spcaker

The omendment to the amendment has been carried,
But you cen proposc an amendment to your amendment,

Hon M Xibcrres

Sir, I beg to move an amendment to my amendnent
as anended, and that is the dclction of the words "is
liable to" and substitution thercfor by thc word "will®
in the pcnultimete line of Form B,

Mr Speskcr then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative,

The amendment was carried.

Mr Spcaker then put the question that the amendment to the
Second Schedule be passcd,

This was resolved in the effirmative,
The Second Schedule as anended stood pert of the Bill,

Third Schedulc

Mr Spcakcr then put the question which was resolved in
the affirmative,

The Third Schedule as amended stood part >f the Bill,
The LONG TITLE was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,
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Hon Attorney-General

Sir, I have the honour to report that thc Criminel
Law Bills the Criminal Justice Bills the Family Law Reform
Bills the 1970/71 Supplementery Approprietion Bills; the
Pensions (Amendment) Bill: the Income Tex Amendment Billg
the Family Allowances Amcndment Bill and the Housing
Special Powcrs Bill, have been considered in committee and
agreed to with in the casc of the Criminal Iaw, the
Criminal Justice and the Housing Specisl Powers Bills,
ancndments, and I now move that they be read a Third Tim
and passcd,

The Speaker then put the question which was resolved in
the affirmative,

The¢ Bills werc rcad o third time ond passed.

The House recessed at 1,00 pm and resumcd at 2.15 pm.

F Y
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(1) PRIVATE MEMBERS MOTION =~ The Hon P J Isola

HON P J ISOLA:
Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move the motion standing in my name which
reads:
"That this House, whilst noting the audited accounts of the
Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation and the Chairman's report
up to 31lst March 1971, is nevertheless generally concerned
about the Broadcasting Services and requests Government to
consider the position,"

Sir, earlier on in these proceedings a complaint was made by the Hon and
Learned Leader of the Opposition that I had kept silence in the debate.
May I assure him that I do try to keep my interventions to the absolute
minimum and in moving this motion will try and be as short as possible
but I do hope the House will bear with me on a subject which is both
difficult and intricate,.

Mr Speaker, the House had laid before it today the Financial Statement
of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation for the period ending 3lst
March 1971, accompanied by the Chairman's report. It is not necessary
for me to say, of course, that the ambit of this motion is further than
just the Accounts and the Report, and asks the Government, after notihg
the Accounts and the Report to consider the position of the Broadcasting
Services and expresses concern with the situation with regard to the
Broadcasting Services, Mr Speaker, Sir, it will not come, I think, much
as a surprise to the House that this motion has been put down. At the
last meeting of the House, I did express some concern when the increases
in television licences were announced, and I did express some concern
about the bias that was apparently being shown in the presentation of
news, With regard to the former. that is the question of the increases
of the television licences, I asked that consideration should be given
to greater public participation in the manner in which programmes are
produced and so forth. Especially as the public are called upon to pay
directly through licences about a third of the total cost of the running
of the Broadcasting Service., With regard to the question of the biased
reporting, as it appeared to me, I did mention the manner in which the
Budget Speech had been presented by the Television services, but more

about this later on.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in moving this motion I am very conscious of the
delicacy of the motion before the House. I am very conscious of
Preserving the independence of the broadcasting services and putting
into effect the obvious intent of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation

Ordinance, I am very conscious of meintaining the freedom of the press,
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insofar as it is affected by the Broadcasting Services, but I am equally
conscious of preserving the importance of democratic discussion, of the
right of the individual and of the right of the Members of this House

to criticise even the press and even the information services. The
freedom of the press and the independence of the Broadcasting Services
is an important principle; but this does not mean that they cannot be
criticised by anybody else. It does not mean that they are free to
present news as they feel fit or that they are free to criticise, but
that as soon as they are themselves criticised or as soon as they are
themselves called into question, they can hide behind the martle of the
freedom of the press or the independence of the Broadcasting Services.

I do myself for obvious reasons, make a distinction between the prineciple
of the freedom of the press, when applied to newspapers owned by private
interest, and the principle of the independence or the freedom of the
information services which are not meant to be there for profit, do not
represent, or are not meant to represent any private interest, There is
obviously a distinction, and it would be silly and absurd of this House
not to recognise the obvious distinction and responsibility of the

Broadcasting Corporation and owners of newspaper:z.

Sir, you will see that the motion has been couched, because of all the
reasons I have given, has becn couched in moderate terms, The motion does
not condemn anybody, does not seek to condemn anyb-7r, what I am seeking
to do in this House is to express concern, some corcern, at the situation
and ask the Government, with all the procedures available to it, with all
the information available to it, to ccasider the position. Let it not be
said for one minute that the aim of this motion is in any way to challenge
the independence of the Broadcasting Services, but to question whether in
the presentation of news items, there is not reason to believe that it is
not being independent and fair. Sir, I think if I am to get support for
this motion from the House, I should show that there is concern, there

are grounds for concern about the Broadcasting Services, that therc are
grounds for the Government to look into the matter, and that there are a
number of objectives in relation to the Broadcasting Services, on which
all members of the House should, I thirk, be agreed and to which we should

ask the Government to work to when considering the position.

Sir, it would be idle for me in putting this motion to say that only I
have expressed concern with regard to this subject, It must be public
knowledge that considerable concern has been sl.own about the Broadcasting
Corporation, or about the Broadcasting Services - their finances, what
they spend, how they spend it, h- they present news - by a great number
of bodies of which I think the House must teke note. For example, notably
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aﬁong these bodies have been the Integration with Britain Party, whose
elected members form part of the Government; the Transport and General
Workers Union who represent I understand a large number of workers; the
Consumer Association with its representatives; certain newspapers of the
local press, perhaps it is fair to say that it is the Vox newspaper,

and there have been a number of letters fn the press recently about the
subject some of which have carried a great number of signatures.  Concern
has been so widely expressed that the Chairman of the Broadcasting
Corporation has thought it necessary to write a letter to the Editor

of the Gibraltar Chronicle on the subject, So, let us not for one minute
think that this motion is something that comes out of the blue, that

this is something that should not be brought up. I think there is
sufficient concern being shown by the public, the public which elects the
members of this House, to support at least some enquiry by the Government
into the position. People are awake, they are alive to the situation,

and quite rightly, I think, want answers to their questions.

Sir, what I find always pugzling with regard to the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation, and puzzling from the accounts that have been presented, is
the question of the set-up of the Broadcasting Services in Gibraltar.

Is it in fact the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation that handle the
Television and Radio Station, or is it somebody else, and if so who?

You see, Sir, the Accounts as presented are presented as the accounts of
the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation. One looks at reports of the
auditors at page 1, the House will see that thoy refer to the Gibraltar
Broadcasting Corporation, In his latter to the Editor of the Gibraltar
Chronicle, the Chairman of the Broadcasting Corporation referred to an
agreement that regulates Radio and Television Services, between the
Gibraltar Government, the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation and Thomson
Television International, which I presume is the same Thomson
Television International that is shown as a creditor in the accounts laid
before the House today on the balance sheet, Creditor for - £9,348.

The Broadcasting Corporation's dutics and obligations are clearly sct

out in the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation Ordinance and that says in
fact what it should do and what it should not do, and is made subject

to directions from the Governor in Council, which is of course an added
reason why this motion is couched in these terms, because the Gibraltar
Government can under the Gibraltar Corporation and through the Gibraltar
Council, in fact .do something about it, if it is thought necessary and
after looking into the position., But on the Accounts, Section 14 of the
Broadcasting Corporation Ordinance sets out that the Corporation has to
establish a general fund into which all monies reserved by the Corporation

are put, and so forth. Section 15, says that the Corporation shall keep
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proper accounts and other records in relation thereto and shall prepare

in respect of each financial year a statement of account, the obligation
by statute is for the Corporation to keep accounts. Under scction 15(3)
of the ordinance, which relates to the auditing of the accounts - which

is what we have here today,; the audited accounts ~ requires the auditors
of the company to certify certain things, which are the ones that are
certified under the report of the auditors before the House, But it does
say one thing under Section 15(iii)(b), it says whether in the opinion
of the Auditors, proper books of accounts have been kept by the Corporation
so far as appears from their examination of those books. So two important
things I would like to bring to the knowledge of the House is that the

law requires the Corporation under 15(i) to keep proper accounts and it
also requires under 3(b) for the auditor to say whether proper books of
accounts have been kept by the Corporation and in section 16 and this is
obviously the reason why thoy must keep books of accounts under Section 16
the Corporation is empowered to receive and apply all funds which have
been voted from time to time by the Legislative Council, now the House

of Assembly. So that the first point I make on the accounts if I can now
invite the Hon Menbers to look at the report of the auditors, is that, in
fact, the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation has not kept its accounts,.

If you look at the report of the auditors, Messrs. Turquand Young & Co,

it says,'we have examined the accompanying accounfs with the accounting
records kept on behalf of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporati on by
Gibraltar Broadcasting Limited, "so that the first thing we find is that
the Broadcasting Corporation's Accounts are kept by Gibraltar Broadcasting
Ltd., Under (b) of the report of the auditors which is thc same as 15(iii)
(b) in the law, it is stated that "In our opinion proper books of accounts
have been kept on behalf of the Corporation". So that the auditors are
not certifying what they arce required by law to certify and that is that
proper books of accouh$s have been kept by the Corporation. What the
auditors arc certifying is that proper books of accounts have been kept

on behalf of the Corporation by Gibraltar Broadcasting Ltd. Now my next
question that arises and on which I would like enlightenment, I tried to
get enlightenment in the Registry of Companies, and I find that Gibraltar
Broadcasting Ltd is not a company registered in Gibraltar, Obviously
Gibraltar Broadcasting Ltd operates in Gibraltar and under the Companies
Ordinance, the Companies Legislation of Gibraltar, it is required by law
to submit to the Registrar of companies a list of its directors, the place
of business in Gibraltar and memorandum and articles of association of

the company and where it carries on business in Gibraltar, Well, again

a search revealed that no such returns had been made, so therefore it

is not possible for me to say to this House who Gibraltar Broadcasting
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Ltd, dis, who are its Directors,
who are the people that are keeping the books of accounts for

the Corporation, which is required by law to keep its own books of
accounts, Now under the letter written by the Chairman to the Editor

of the Gibraltar Chronicle, he refers to Thomson Television Intcrnational.
I assume, and I can only assume, that Gibraltar Broadcasting Ltd was a
party to this agreement or alternatively it wasn't and it is a subsidiary
of Thomson Television International Ltd, otherwise how its got in is

something obviously the House will want to know.

When one goes to the next page, the balance sheet of the company, one
finds that liabilities, there are liabilities, Gibraltar Television
Rentals Ltd, “nomson Television International Ltd, Television International
Enterprises Ltd. Well, none of these companies are Gibraltar registered
comapnies at all., One does know that one of thcm, Television International
Enterprises Ltd is a shareholder of a Gibraltar Comparny, I thixlz it is
Europa Rentals Ltd, and from the return in the Registry of Companies one
finds that their addrdss is the samc in Englard as Thomson Tolevision
International Ltd, and as Gibralter Tclevisicn Rentals Ltd., So that in
effect all these companies here to whom thore are liabilities on the part
of the Gibraltar Corporation, all seem to be assoclated and it is these
companies or one of their associates, Gibraltar Broadcasting Ltd, which
keeps the accouhts for the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporeiion, I assume
that the only explanation there can be for all this is the management
agreement that they are managing agents. but of covrse the monaging agents
of Thomson Intcrnational arc not Gibraltar Droadcasting, but anyway, the
fact is that there are a whole series of ccupanies apparently connected
with the Corporation all of which secm to b: subsidieries of the Thomson
Group who, in fact, keep the accounts for the Corporatioh I mention this,
Mr Speaker, because being UK registered companies and assuming that they
are all subsidiaries of the parent company of Thomson's parent company,
for tax purposes in the United Kingdom, I believe, I am not sure of this,
I stand to be corrected, losses of one subsidiarr can be offset against
profits of another subsidiary. The important poizt on that is that if the
group makes a profit, an overall profit, it doesn't matter to the group
if that profit is in one subsidiary or in another, as long as the overall
accounts of the group are studied that is the net results for tax
purposes in the United Kingdom. I am not trying, plecase be assured, I am
not trying to make any point on this cxcept that the fact that there is a
deficit in one of the subsidiaires is not nccessarily a disaster for the
enterprise, especially if other subsidiaries e.g. the subsidiaries from
which films are purchased is making a profit on the sale of those
films. Now it has got some relevance in these accounts because you see,
Mr Speaker, as the accounts are presented they are presented as the

accounts of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation, As I understand the



$0
&

the agreement set out by Mr Dumas in his letter to the Chronicle, the
London end or Thomsons have to meke up any deficit in the accounts. Now,
if one looks at the second page of the accounts - Revenue and Expenditure -
one finds there a management fce for Gibraltar Broadcasting Ltd - this is
what leads me to suppose that Gibraltar Broadcasting Ltd is, in fact,

a subsidiary of Thomson Intcrnational who are the people with whom the
Government made the agreement - so I presume they are the subsidiary,

or the Government made the agrecment with them and not with Thomson, I
don't know. But anyway, that is something no doubt we can be enlightencd

upon but they get a management fec and the management fee is a straight

foe of £4,375 over a period of 15 months and I am fully aware thpt this

is acdounts for 15 months, a management fee of £4,375 and 10% of net
advertising revemnue of £2,935, meking a total of £7,310. That means as
all the expenses apparently of running the station are there and there
are details, exhibit 1, exhibit 2, exhibit 3, cxhibit 4, &ives the
engincering the publicity gives everything, the wages, salarics,
entertainment, travelling expenses, as all of it is down there, that
£7,000 is clearly profit for Gibraltar Broadcasting Ltd. Now that means
in effect as I understand the accounts, that the deficit, in fact, that
Gibraltar Broadcasting Ltd has to meet is not £17000 because that £17000,
£7000 is already theirs, is in fact some £10000,. When you look at the
other activities of subsidiaires of Thomson imsofar as they provide films
and so forth to the Government of Gibraltar, clearly the deficit is further
reduced, as far as the parent company is concerned, I mean it is
awfully easy to say my name is Smith, divide myself into five, dnd say
one and two are losing, 3, 4 and 5 are making but I won't mention 3, 4
and 5, T just mention the 1 and 2 thatt!s losing. In the same way as a
group of companies e.g. if the net result of the group is profit one
shouldn't be particularly sorry if one subsidiary is losing, especially
as it is within the power of the group which by agreement is handling
all the services, providing staff,cngincers, and so forth, It is easy
for the group, if it is so inclined, I don't say it has done it, but
if it is so inclined, it is casy for the group to shift profit from one
anglc to the other depending on what suits its general UK income

tax picturc, because all these companies are apparently UK registored
companies, Now I mention all this Iir Speaker, not out of any animosity
to Thomson Television of any kind at all. I mention all this to show
that it is dangerous for us to assume that if there is a deficit, it
necessarily is a deficit as regards the wholc operation as far as the
Managing Agents are concerned, It is Mr Speaker, one has had it so often,
hasn't one, in this House and in general matters of life, it is not

often that a business says chcerfully I am going to lose money and go on
losing money and I shan't do anything about it, and I love the people,

and I love the people I am doing business with, and therefore I will go
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losing noney, that can happen, There must be some.answer, there must be
some catch, there must be some reason, And T respectfully suggest that
tho roason could lie and I don't say it does lie, that the reason could
lioc in tho faots that I said beforc the House and in the comments that

I have made, and the rcason why I say all this is because I for one, am
nof, I am not happy with tho present arrangement under which you have a
Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation which is under law meant to do a whole
set of things and which, in fadt, are delegated always in their entircty
to a separate organisation that owes nothing to this House, employs its
own people, pays for its own people, has its own salary structures.
Especially as it is financed by no less than two thirds friom public

funds either directly or indirectly, If the Houso looks at thoe

accounts of the revenue of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation, it will
find that of the total revenue of £101,583 for the 15 month®¥ under review,
£32,698 has come from the sale of time, Advertising revenue £32,863 has
come directly from the tax payers by way of licence fees and £36,000 odd
has come from thc Government of Gibraltar i.c. the taxpayers again
indirectly, and the net result is that two thirds . roughly, this is very
rough, two thirds of the revenue comes from the public of Gibraltar. One
third comes from the business public of Gibraltar in revenue and so forth,
and these facts I think that we must remember when talking about Gibraltar
Broadcasting Corporation, but it is vory much a matter of vital interest
financewise, if no other rcason, for the Gibraltar tax payer, And in

that respeot I entirely concur with the interest that has been taken by
ouside bodies on the finances of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation.
They arc perfectly entitled to take that interest, in the same way as they
take interest in the cxpenditurc of Government departments. And they

are entitled to have answers to all their questions,

Now, Mr Speaker, the accounts show on salaries and wages, for cxample,
on producers, it shows £8,292 on entertaining £1096 at another page,
travelling and entertaining on anothor page £2352., And of course, the
public are entitled to know in what way this money is being spent and if
it is being spent usefully in the same way as the public are entitlel to
know what money the Government spends on entertainment and what moncy the
Minister of Tourism or any other Ministor spends on these subjeots and
certainly I would like the Government to assure me on the point that the
sums that are being spent are rcasonable in their view and so forth.
Insofar as salaries and wages arc concerned, there has been as the House
is no doubt aware an awful amount of talk about it, and I would certainly
like to know whethor the salaries and perks of the officials, not of
Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation but of the employces apparently of

Thomson International or thc executives or whatever one likes to call them,
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whether they bear any comparison at all with Government salaries, because
again if I may go on the analogy as this Corporation or the Broadcasting
Services are financed at least two thirds from public funds I think it is
not unreasonable for the Government to expect, since they are in fact the
major ocontributors - to expect their salaries and conditions of service
should be related to the Government sector, not just for the top but all
the way down. I don't know what effect that would have on the budget

of the Corporation, it might mean higher amounts, it might be lower amounts,
but whichever it is I think it is right and it is proper as far as public
funds are concerned that public servants in whatever shape or form they

appear, there should be relativity between their salaries and wages in

all the sectors of Govermment Departments. Now the Broadcasting Corporation

is not a Government Department but the Broadcasting Corporation is heavily
subsidised from public funds. And if one accepts the  principle, that one
sector of the community being paid out of public funds gets much better
treatment or much worse trcatment than another sector of the community
also paid by public funds there is obvious grounds for complaint., And I
wouldn't at this stage go much further, Mr Speaker, on that point,

Then on the question of travelling and entertaining - the figures there.
Frankly, Mr Speaker, £3400 odd in travelling and entertainment means
nothing to me, I only ask and hope that the Government when looking into
the position can say it is satisfied that this is reasonable and that

of course I would accept that obviously it is something that should be
kept again in perspective because it is being heavily subsidised by public
funds and if public funds subsidise, the public must have a say., I
remember in the last Government and in this Government too the fear of
coming under budgetary control from London if we can't make our finances
balance. That would mean interference from London, I have heard the

Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition say on a number of occasions,
even if they had a say in everything we spent, Well, I think and it would
be right because they would be spending UK taxpayers money. Now herc it
is Gibraltar taxpayers money that is being spent and therefore we are
entitled to expect that the standard of GBBC in travelling,in ermertaining,
in wages, in salaries, should boar correct relativity with wages, salaries
and standards expected in the public sector of the Gibraltar Government.
There is a point, because the Government is affected on the question

of advertising revenue and tolevision services. It has been said to me,
I don't know whether it is true or not, and I would certainly like
enlightenment if it can be given, that c.ge, travelling and entertaining
does not include the tickets for air travel issued by BEA and BUA which
are not paid for in return for free advertising for BEA and BUA on the
tlevision screen. I don't know, Mr Speaker, whether there is any
substance for this but it has come to my knowledge, I have been told about
it, and I think it is my duty to ask about if and if true, another good
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ground, I think, for looking into the position.

The other point, on the Managcment Scrvices, on the administrative side

of television as I mentioncd it, Mr Dumas in his letter referred to the
requirement that Thomson Television International should give 4 hours
viewing every day, 4% hours I beg your pardon, I said L hours because that
is all we are getting. Now, certainly to my knowledge, and I watch IV
and T never switch to Spain, I am one of those pecople who bear with the
Safari and bear with everything they care to put on the programme until

it finishes, I certainly can vouch for the fact of a great number of
nights when television ends at half past 11. 1In fact, if one rcads the
Gibraltar Evening Post, and I know every member in this House reads it,
some with relish, some without, they will see that close-down is put down
very clearly in the Television programme at 11.30 every night. And it
starts at 7.33, therefore we are only getting 4 hours and I would ask the
Government what about our missing half hour? What's happening to it?
When you think that we are only entitled to 4% hours a day, half an hour
I think was described as 11% of the time. I am not sure whether that is
right or not -~ anyway, half an hour, if it is 11% every day, over a

year, is quite a lot, Mr Speakcr, considering the amount that is being put
in by public funds anl thercfore I am entitled to express conccrn at that
position and ask the Government to lock into the position and if there is a
legal agreement which has forced Government on grounds of inflation to
put up the television licences and pay more monecy to the Managing Agents,
if they have relied on the agrcement, is it too much for me to ask the
Government to rely on the agrecment as well and ask for the extra half
hour? Mr Speaker, the last point I wantod to make on the programmes

of television and T would certainly like the Government to loock into, this
I know is not something that can be answered off the cuff, is the quality
of the programmes that are being put on television for some time now and
I can certainly bear personal witnessto it. I appreciate from the letter
of the Chairman of the Gibraltar Broadecasting Corporation of problems
there have been and difficultics thore have been., But I also read the

TV critics and certainly they secm to be giving the Broadcasting Corporation
a rough time even in the Gibraltar Evening Post, especially as of late,
There is dissatisfaction with the programmes, I don't know what's wrong,

I mean,I watch it. To get 'Safari', 'Wild Life in Ethipia' or something,
three times in one week is a bit difficult to stomach and then have it
followed by French Panorama or Italian Panorama in quick succession is...
Mr Speaker, I don't know, I don't know whether if we gave them a couple

of thousands pounds more and I would certainly vote them, we could have

a better programme, I think that if the purpose of television is to allow

people to pass their time away I think Government has to consider the
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position carefully to see that the people do pass their time away in

an interested manner and not in a bored manner and switching over to

Spain nearly every night, because of the poor quality of the films that are
being brought and the poor quality of the films that are being shown,

I don't say this in any spirit of rancour or any spirit of criticism,

you know, bitter criticism or enything, I say that quitc frankly, it is
obvious to anybody who watchcs teclevision regularly, it is quite obvious
that the standard of programmes have shown a decline, I havenft got

to the news programmes yet, Mr Speakcr, but the standard of the entertain-
ment programmes have shown & decline in the last few months anyway and
certainly I am entitled to express concern in this House and ask the

Government to look into the position,

Mr Speaker, I would now like to move on to what I think is perhaps a
delicate part of my address but something which I feel has to be said

and I don't think any Mcmber of the House should flinch from saying what
he thinks ought to be said on this subject. I would refer to the
Chairman's Report as a sort of entrece to what I am going to say on the
Corporation's policy. "The Corporation continued to give thc highest
priority to protecting its independence subject to the terms of the
directions issued by the Governor in Council and to ensuring that fairness,
balance and impartiality are maintained in the presentation of all
programmes, " In this respect later on in the second paragraph he said:
"My Board has modelled its policy largely on the practice of the BBC

who obviously have vast experience in this delicate field," Now, on this
Mr Speaker, I would like to say that I am quite sure, at least I hope

that the Broadcasting Corporation, the Board of the Broadcasting
Corporation genuinely want to achicve the situation which the Chairman
describes in the first paragraph that I have read, but I am equally

sure or perhaps that is too strong o word to says I have deep rooted
suspicions that the pecple on the ground are not carrying out that

policy. And, Mr Speaker, I am supportcd in that view as recently as

two nights ago or three nights ago, I am not sure, when the Chief Minister
was interviewed on telcvision and said it straight, straight from the
mouth, he told the interviewer, Mr Golt, about it. And he said that it was
his view that it was the duty of the information 8ervices to be fair and
to act fairly, all the information Services, press and television service.
Now, Mr Speaker, I agree cntirely with the principle that the Chief Minister
put forward, and I am sure that all Hon Members would, that all the
information services, including the press should be fair in the way they
deal with everything. But I would like to make an important distinction.

Whereas the press, in the most instances are privately owned set-ups, if
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I may put it that way, which are run for profit or for political motive,
or for anything you like to call it, the Broadcasting Services, the news,
the presentation of news is not run for profit, or not to be run for
profit or political motive. I make that important distinction and I
think it is one for which the House must agree and therefore I am not
in the course of my address to the House on my motion, going to suy
that the Gibraltar Evening Post is not being fair on its approach on one
subject or another, Frankly, we all know we all have our fcelings about
it, it is a paper that is regularly under discussion here and all of us
in the House know where their sympathies lie and understand it. We
understand it., It is obviously an organ of the pciitical party
represented by the Hon Members opposite. Bu% in television Mr Speaker,
it is another matter. Justice must not only be done Lut naifestly
appear to be done. And obviously it is important <iLat in the fclevision
and broadcasting services it should appocr to the gencrnl public that
those in charge of news are fair, imp-rtial, and appcar to be so to the
general public, and that, of course, must Lring ms inevitably to the
subject of the Head of News in Gibraltar Broadcaciing Uorporation,

Mr Mascarenhas, who was here at the budget deh.t2, reported on it
himself, came out with the newsy/agntionci nothing ~hout the surplus
inthe funds of the Gibraltar Goverument at the end ¢l 31s%t March of the

current year.

Now that, Mr Speaker, to my mind - people may say its bad reporting - but
I cannot believe that a man with the obvio:s experierce of lir Mascarenhas
in news and in presentation of news, would have let slip such an
important item from a news presentation to the public regarding the
Budget. Those are not the only instanccs in recent weeks, But I am
not going to Mr Speaker here, I am not going o say or condemn or judge
the particular issue. I don't think it is the concern of this House
to judge the issue at this stage. I think it is the concern of the House
after it has heard my motion without any comitment to any particular
aspect of it, to say, well, the Broadcasting Services are sufficiently
important, from the public interest point of view to warrant looking
into by the Government. We must always be concerned about it. But in
the case of Mr Mascarenhas, I have to, Mr Speaker, just go a little
further and that is on the point of the question of concern or that it
should appear that the Broadcasting services are impartial and fair and
independent, should appear to be so to the general public, and that is
his interest and part in, precisely, the Gibraltar Evening Post, let us
say it bluntly, where he is a contributor every day. Now, I have
searched the Associated Periodicals Ltd because I dida't want to say

anything unless it was there on thec records. I searched Associated
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Periodicals Ltd and I found that this company who publish the Gibraltar
Evening Post have a capital of £2,500, but in fact, they have
only issued 110 shares and I find that the ownership of that 110 shares
is distributed in this way, The Hon Mr Featherstone's wife has 64
shares, the Hon Mr Featherstone only has 1, the Hon Mr Montegriffo has
15 and Mr Mascatrenhas has 20; and then there is a company called Selbourne
Developments International Ltd who have 10, I haven't bothered
to look into that, I don't think these 10 shares are of any interest to
the House. But substantially, it is quite obvious that the company is
owned by the Hon Mr Montegriffo and the Hon Mr Featherstone, and that the
only outside, genuinely outside shareholder, is Mr Mascarenhas with 20
sharés, The Directors of this company are Mrs Featherstone, the Hon
Mr Featherstone and the Hon Mr Montegriffo. That has been the Board since
l96h, but from 1953 to 1964 the Hon Mr Montegriffo was not on the Board,
and on the Board was Mr Mascarenhas. So that he is intimately connected
with the profit side, if I may say so, of the newspaper and the publishing
company, Associated Periodicels Ltd. I see the Hon Members opposite
smiling, I am sorry there are no profits, but I am told printing is good
money if you've got the right printers, the right printing works and I
am assured that Associated Periodicals have that., I don't know but,
anyway, interested in the profit side he is interested, in the salec of
the paper insofar as he is a contributor. Now, Mr Speaker, I am not here
going to say what I think about the Gibraltar Evening Post, It is of no
concern to the Hon Members of the House, _
but T think it must be perfectly
obvious to the Hon Members of the House as it has been stated time and
time again by the Hon Members of the Opposition that this newspaper and the
people behind it are committed irrevocably to bring the Government down.
They are in politics. Anybody who reads the Gibraltar Evening Post 5
times out of 7 days sees how it is made up, the policy, the thoughts
behind it, pretty clever in some instances, but they see it. They know
what they are after. Now, I am not saying at this stage, Mr Speaker,
that Mr Mascarenhas is necessarily a party to all this., All I say at
this stage is that he is intimately connected with them and contributes
daily to the Gibraltar Evening Post. Now, Mr Speaker, how does the
ordinary maen in the public - this is the test you have to make on this 3
Does he think that TV is impartial and fair when he knows who the Head
of News is and he sees him everyday, his photograph every day in the
Gibraltar Evening Post, and he sees what is read or what is written in
the Gibraltar Evening Post . I am not trying to prejudge the issue, but
I do say that it cannot surprise anybody if the ordinary man in the
street considers that the impartiality of the news presentation by GBC

is open to doubt. Justice must not only be done, but appear to be done,
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Can you imagine if there was an action against the Gibraltar Evening
Post anybody accepting Mr Mascarenhas as a member of the jury? Of course
not., He is not a director, he is a shareholder, I mean you can be a
shareholder of Thomsons and still be a juryman, but the intimate
conneofion, Mr Speaker, is something that to my mind should belooked
into by the Government. There may be a very simple solution, I don't
know, but I do say Mr Speaker, that this is a matter that must be looked
into and I think the House hes the responsibility to ask thot it should
be looked into. Especially Mr Spcaker, I have got here the latest
bulletin of the Consumers Association, and the Transport and General

Workers Union. My goodness, they have two pages on GBCj

"Only an enquiry can explain to the people the reason for the apparent
bias on GBC, and already the Transport and General Workers Union have
called for an enquiry into this, When Sir Joshua Hassan, Leadoer
of a political party of only a few hundred members - I hope that is not
accurate -~ is to appear on television, Radio Gibraltar announces his
appearance in their afternoon transmission, yet when a represehtative
of the Transport and General Workers Union with a membership of nearly
3000 is to appear on Television not a word is given out by Radio Gibraltar
in advance, Why is it that Manolo Mascarenhas, a civil servant on
secondment toGBC= and that's a new one on me, Mr Speaker = is allowed to
write for the AACR Evening Post and how as a sharcholder of the so AACR
biased Post he is also allowed to bo Head of News and Head of Production
of GBC, Why is it that GBC refuses to render a public service by
broadcasting the list of prime tontrolled commodities which is issued to
them every week? Why is it that some communiques and press releases,
especially if they come from the AACR are given greater prominence than
others?™and so on., Mr Speaker, Hon Members opposite may laugh, it may
be a laughable thing, it may be. But certainly, I, Mr Speaker certainly
I, on the obvious facts before me with what I have seen with my own eyes
on television in presentation of news; when I have seen that only the
bad things of life in Gibraltar tend to be highlighted in the news
programme, things you can't catch onto Mr Speaker, you can't pin down.
But it happens, you see it, it is thc impression that it gives. Why
is it that the public, why is it that the public has this impression?
Why is it that I have that impression?

MR SPEAKER:
Order,

HON P J ISOLA:
Sir, all the Hon Members opposite laugh. Forget my impression then, Give
no way to it, but are the Hon Members of the Opposition preparcd to discard
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the impressions on the Consumer Association, and the Transport and

General Workers Union? Let them say so. Do they think that everything

they say must be wrong betausc they are no longer affiliated to them?
It is quite extraordinary,

Mr Speaker, quite extraordinary, how the Opposition react. I am

beginning to think there is a link-up, Mr Speaker, and in order that

doubts in everybody's mind may be dispelledeesss

HON SIR JOSHUA HASSAN:

If the Hon Member could give way. He has said something which is very
serious. He said: "I am beginning to think that there is a link-up."

Now if the Hon Moven/%iying to say that there is a link-up between the
Opposition and anybody on television he had better say so clearly, He

has been hedging and meking half accusations with which we are not directly
concerned except in a public matter. DBut now perhaps, aslip of the tongue
it may have been, because we are ridiouling not what he is sayinz but

the authority which he is quoting and the recent assimilation of idcas.
That is all. And therefore, if he says there is a link-up, he must either
substantiate &t or remove it, because this is an aspersion, not only

on this side of the House but on people who are not here to defend

themselves,

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am glad the Hon and Learncd Leader of the Opposition

has given me the opportunity. What I have said, after seeing the Opposition
smile, is that I am saying I am beginning to believe there is a link-up.
Now the link-up to which I am obviously referring and which I kave said

so very clearly, having quoted the share holding of Associated Periodicals

Limited; hav1ng quoted that Mr Mascarenhas was a director of Associated

Perlodligls lelte

years, am saying I am beginning to believe there is a link-up
between Mr Mascarenhas and the Gibraltar Evening Post, of course, and I
am beginning to believe that is true when I see the Honourable Members
opposite smile, And I say that doubts can be dispelled if the Hon
Members of the Opposition vote for the motion and allow the matter to be
ventilated in a sober manner by the first instance by Government enquiry,
by Government action, Government thought on the matter, possibly coming
back to this House. But let tho matter be cleared up, We cannot ignore
what a great number of people feel, Ve cannot overrule them, Mr Speaker,
I asked on the motion to express concern and Government to look intoit,
I was very conscious of the fact that no member of the Broadcasting
Corporation or an employce of the Broadcasting Corporation can at this

stage appear before this House or say their little bit. Of course, I am
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aware of this, but the fact that they cannot doesn't mean that we must
have at the base excluded on it. The fact that we can or cannot have them
here today does not méan that we must give up our rights to air matters
that are of great public intecrest. This motion does not purport to
condemn anybody in the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation but it purposts
to express corcetn on the broadcasting services for the reasons I have
indicated and ask the Government to cnquire into the position., The
wording is very guarded indeed, precisely because I am very conscious

of the fact that before final moves arc made in this matter, before there
is any step that has inevitable results, of course an opportunity should
be given to Thomson International to explain all their various subsidiary
companies, to explain the way thoy arc operating inGibraltar, Of course
an opportunity should be given to the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corpgration
to consider what is being saild in this debate. Of course, if it is
thought fit, an opportunity should be given to Mr Mascarenhas and others
who may feel are affected by this motion to say what they will about it.
Of course, I would not dream of depriving them of that right but tho

fact that they arc not sitting in this House does not preclude us from
talking about it. Mr Speaker, I have just four conclusions, four thoughts
that I would like to leave in the House when ..sitting down, This is
what T would like the Government to do. I would like the Government to
review the set-up of the relationship between the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation, the Thomson Group and the Gibraltar Government. To go

into the matter realistically. To go into the question as to whether any
advantages can be gained out of a change in the present arrangements,

To enquire, for example, into the possibility of some sort of merger or
some sort of liaison, active liaison, with the British Forces Broadcasting
Service, I notice in previous meetings the Hon and Gallant Col Hoare

was very anxious to assimibate the telephone exchanges. Is there a case
for assimilating the broadcasting services for twenty five thousand
people in Gibraltar, Is it right in this small population that there
should be two sets, two broadcasting stations and not one. Would there
not be greater efficiency, grcater savings for all concerned if there

was just onc broadcasting scrvice, These are just thoughts that I

throw out. The seccond thing I would like the Govermment to look into

and enguire and not answer is the question of greater public participation
in the choice of programmes and so forth. I am not saying that the
Broadcasting Corporation are not doing their job well but I would like it
to be broadened a little further; get other people in. I am not talking
of news presentations, I am talking about the programme for general public
entertainment. The third thing I would like the Government to enquire

into and look into is that the conditions of service in the Broadcasting
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Corporation or wherever it is that runs GBC, the conditions of scrvice,
the pay that is given, the allowances that are allowed, the whole system
should be brought into the Governmont system. There should be the same
relativity in wages and salaries between the Government and the Broadecasting
Corporation., I remember when the Tourist Office first started therc was
great difficulty in assimilating the activities of the Tourist Buraau
which was sdmething completely new into the Government system of
accounting but I think there is a lot to be said for and it would take
away, I think, a lot of popular prejudice if the people working for the
Broadcasting Corporation were to fcel that they had the same security
and the s~me conditions and standards as those working for the Government,
especially when it is being financed, as I said before, from public funds
at least % of it., And the fourth objective I would put to the Government
and the fourth conclusion that I would *ike them to consider is the
question of maintaining the independance of the Broadcasting Corporation
and ensuring the set-up to be one that ensurcs the fair presentation of
news with no bias to one political side or another, to one political
section of the community or another, but a news service that gives
Gibraltar out to the public, that presents Gibraltar in its good and

bad lights all the time and not just part of the time, that shows people
who may be looking at the tclevision services what is being done in
Gibraltar. A little more moving about with their cameras, watching
building projects, building developments, watching painting schools,
watching how thoy work in schools and not just running around when
somebody is about to be cvicted from a dwelling and taking a picturc

and pushing it on television and bringing the person along. Not that
sort of thing all the time. It is elright to do it a little time,

Mr Speaker but put the good side of Gibraltar. Gibraltar has got many
good sides. It has also got some sides that arc not so good. Those are
the four main objectives I would ask the Government to consider if the
motion is approved., O0f course in thc way the motion has been couched
it is perfectly open to the Government to consider any points that may
be brought up by any Honourable Member in the debate. Mr Speaker, I

commend the motion to the House,

Mr Speaker then proposed the question in the terms of the motion proposed
by the Hon P J Isola.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Mr Speaker, as my Hon Fricend Mr Isole said this is an extremely delicate
matter, because its combination of public money and public service and

both public money is connected with the individual in Gibraltar who is a
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taxpayer or a licence payer and also in the sense of the public service
because it does affect the independence or impartiality of the news

media of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation and because both of them
are so much interlinked in order to show that the Government itself is
not trying to take sides in the process of airing this very important
issue we shall have a free vote on this motion. I think this is the
fairest way in which members of this House can express their own
personal views and perhaps in doing so cither be subjective or perhaps
even more objective that they could be if we were doing it as members of
the Government and subjected to the whip, Now, because of this, I
personally do not intend to cexpress conclusions but only to express views
which I hope all the members of this House will take into account, as I
hope will do the Board of Managemcnt of the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation for whom I have tremendous admiration because they have a
very difficult task and, of course, they are unpaid for doing ite. It is
naturally in a small community like Gibraltar very difficult not to be
under pressure from one side or another or not to be subject to criticism.
Porhaps a bit too far at times, We who are in public life know that -too
well, I think that members of the Board are to a large extent,
particularly the Chairman, I should say, subject to similar pressure and
in his case perhaps even from thc worse possible type of pressure which
is that of politicians or associations in one way or another connected

or affiliated or subject to political views, Now, we, of course are
operating the law which established the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation
to the best of our ability and on thc whole we have done little or nothing
to deviate from what we found when we took office and perhaps the best
thing I could do here is to say what the purpose of the Gibraltar
Broadoasting Corporation really is, Now the functions of the Corporation,
and I am really not going to bore you with all the clauses but I think
Jjust the principal one which is 8(i) "Tt shall be the duty of the
Corporation to maintain a sound and television broadcasting servioce

as a means of information, education and entertainment and to develop

the service to the best advantage and interest of Gibraltar." I think
that should be repcated: "Develop the service to the best advantage

and interest of Gibraltar", Now in order to carry out this function

the Government in the past decided that this had to be done through

a managing agent and again perhaps I should point out that - and I am not
going to go into the last contract -~ but there was a contract which
lasted between 1963 and 1968 and that, of course, is past and I don't
think we neced to look into that. But there is one of course which is
from 1969 and goes up to 1978 and again I am not going to go through the
whole lot of clauses of this contract but rather I think point out the
one that has to do with the money side which is the first side I would
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like to deal with in my discussion now. This is section 4(d) and in

it it says "If Gibraltar becomes engaged in hostilities or warlike
operations or because of inflations or strikes or other cixcumstances
beyond the control of the partics hereto and which could not rceasonably
have been foreseen the Managing Agents are unable to carry out the dutics
adequately hereunder on bechalf of the Corporation within the finances
available without incurring deficicncies, the Managing Agents may give
twelve months notice to the Corporation and the Government stating what
additional annual finance they will need in order to carry out their
duties adequately. The Corporation and the Govem ment shall then have
the option of providing such monies as from the expiry of the aforesaid
notice or of determining this agrccment on the date of such expiry
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Therefore it is obvious that there is a liability on the part of the
Government if we want the Corporation to carry on functioning as it

is today to provide the necessary money to cover any inflationary
addition in the cost of running it. Lind so we were confronted with this
and we had to find ways and means of narrowing the gap. AS a conscguence
we did raise the licences as this is something that the Corporation is
entitled to., Because of that, as you well'know, there was certain
concern in town and this concorn has now come to the foreground. It is
therefore, very appropriate that this should be now looked into and
indeed we arc doing so. Sir, I think I ought to go rather quickly

to show the position of the accounts as roughly and as bricfly as
possible. Before doing so I would like to try and give you some
comparison of what the position was before and after this contract if

I can find the bit of paper on which I had it down, I am sorry about this,
I am just trying to find it. I've got it here now. To give you an idea
the balance sheet between the 30th September and 31st December - and this
is for the previous contract - the agreement ended with a deficit of
about £50,000 for Thomson Television International Limited, Now, 8ince
the now contract, the accumulated deficit since the lst October 1968 is
£19,612, We, of course, have not yet agreed to provide for that deficit.
Al]l that we have done by raising tho licences is to try and keep the
expenditure in line with the income of the Corporation as much as this
may be possible. In doing so and in taking all this into account, we
have tried to find out whether therc is a case on the inflationary side
and this after careful consideration, we think that to the best of our
knowledge and belicf there is a case as far as that goes. For instance,
I can give you figures. Salaries and wages have gone up since 1969

from £22,088 to £27,285. Do not refer yourselves to the figure I am
giving for the 1971 on the accounts because in fact on the accounts it

is for 15 months andthe figures I have given you is for 12 months,
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Eque s operating expenses have gone up from £5,128 to £6,227 and on
administrative expenses it has gonc up from £7,566 to £9,482, Equally
for instance, in freight it has gonc up by £1,965 a matter which I
think since most of it I undorstand, is air freight and in 1965 it was
£1,972, the Committec which is looking into air fares would do well to
find out why the air froight has increased so much and what proportion
this is,taking into account the actual air fares themselves.
Rates have gone up by £126; studio lighting by £185; 1live programmes
by £398 and imported films and this too has gone up, I think, very
considerably and is worth looking into £5,130. All together we believe
that on face value the increases on inflation are £13,001,
I think therefore that on the whole the Government was justified in
raising the licences to meet the extra cost, as we would have to decide
very quickly whether in fact we were going to run the Corporation on the
present lines or whether we would have to look for an alternative, as T
do not believe that the Thomson Group would have agreed to continue being
Managing Agents unless some form of action was taken in undertaking the
clause of the contract to cover their deficit through inflation. Well,
there are one or two points and I do not propose to go right through
the accounts themselves. I think Hon Members have seen it. I am sure
that they will be making their own points. It is obviously impossible
I should say for anybody in this House to try and give the answer to any
point that may be raised by any member, and therefore it is not my
intention to go right through the figures in the accounts but I would
like, for instance, to point to one or two figures that have been in
fact pointed out by/ﬁgh Friend Mr Isola and that is travelling and enter-
tainment. There are in fact on two occasions, I think, we see the word
entertainment, one is under exhibit 1 which is £1096 and the other one
is under exhibit 4 which is £2352. In the case of exhibit 1 the £1096,
this is the kind of hospitality that is given to members of the public
or anybody else who go down to television and performs there one way
or another and the other one £2352 is really involved with the aequiring
of films in the United Kingdom. Whether in fact the best way of acquiring
those films is by someone going there, I just do not know, but that is
another matter,of course,that can be looked into, I think it is fair
to say that when the Board of Management took office there was very little
pressure on anybody about covering up the losses of the corporation.
Therefore it is also fair to say that one could not expect them to start
stirring things up which perhaps in their opinion could well upset the
apple-cart. However, I am sure that now that all this matter is being
aired I have no doubt that all these issues that are being discussed
here in this House will be taken up by them, as the Government will
have to do too, and at one point I think it will be possible to resolve
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a way of running the Bibraltar Broadcasting Corporation in a manner that
will be te the satisfaction both of this House and the public generally.
Now moving then from there to the actual public survey. The obligation
to use the Corporation to the best advantage and interest of Gibraltar.
This perhaps is even more delicate than the one I have been talking

about. And my own personal views are that it is a great pity and I do

not think it is in the best interest and advantage of Gibraltar, particularly
in the present circumstances that more emphasis is not given to the good
things that are happening in Gibraltar than has been done hitherto. I said
so on TV, I said it off the cuff; it was spontaneous and I think it was
my own personal reaction and having said it I now confirm it. I know of
instances that perhaps other ministers will bring out which I think the
camera could have done a lot of good for the morale of Gibraltar if it '
had been used for that purpose and that is in no way political, I assure
YOu. I am talking now of 1life generally in Gibraltar. Tie things

that the youth in Gibraltar for instance may be doing. I can only mention
one, in this instance, as I did the other night and that is the excellent
job that young people have done in trying to keep Gibraltar tidy and it

is rather a pity that this did not happen. I know that perkaps people

may say,well,they have to be told about these things. And there I don't
agree.

TFor instance I can understand certain paprs really just looking for the bad
things of life and although I don't agreec that this is a responsible way
of running a newspaper whether for political reasons or not, I don't
agree with that, I think the duty of any responsible citizen is that,and
particularly I should say of persons connected with the news who are
themselves in public life, I think the responsibility is even greater
and to that extent.TI will say I am very sorry that in the circumstances
of Gibraltar for political reasons they act in my view irresponsibly.

As to the Corporation itself, that is a different matter. There of
course there is an absolute obligation. There is no profit, there is
absolutely no profit, there should be no profit motive other than
advertising itself because obviously the advertising is something that
brings in the money to help the Corporation function. But certainly it
could be done and should be done and I can see no reason why it could
not be done in a way that not only it is independent but appears to be
independent and I think the appearing independent is just as important
as being independent. Because until it appears to be independent T
cannot see one side of the public opinion, whichever it might be, being
in favour or ggainst the TV and Broadcasting generally in Gibraltar.
This is a matter I think that we should all be very conscious about
and we should all do something to put right if it is wrong today. But I
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I will come to that in a moment. I only want to emphasise yet again the
importance of finding good news., The reporter for GBC is a non-political
reporter, working for the Corporation, for the advantage and best interest
of Gibraltar, And he should know thiss This should be his primary
objective, Work for the Corporation, in the interest and to the best
advantage of Gibralter, And therefore he is not a reporter that goes
round just looking at the bad, nasty things. He must put as much effort
in finding out the good things as well and not just wait for someone to
ring him up and say "We are now painting Williss Road, come and see us'",
It is his duty to find out the good things that the young people of
Gibraltar and people generally in Gibraltar are doing and make an
effort, go there, and get the best story possible to portray and show

the people ofGibraltar.

This I think, in my view, is what is meant in that clause of the law of
Gibraltar, which sets down the functions of the Corporation. And I have
no doubt that this must have been the intention of the management itself,
but because Gibraltar is what it is,itis not YU%il now, happily because
we have a democracy and we can discuss thingsvfreely without fear or
favour that these things are brought out. Now, of course, it requires

a management which is as rebust as we are here today, and can really take
a decision and is capable of correcting things that are wrong and face
the future I think with the hope of being able to produce a service which
will give greater satisfaction to all the sections of Gibraltar, Now
coming back then to the issue of actual independence, I think things
have been said herc about the Head of News, And I think in this respect
it is very, very difficult for any viewer, however impartial he might
want to be, not to be somehow influenced by the fact that the Head of
News, no, not just the reporter, but the Head of News of GBC is associated
with a paper which is completely and irrevocably anti-Government. And
which therefore he may feel rightly or wrongly that he is literally
raying a licence and contributing through taxation to maintain a person
as Head of News who is affiliated or associated or whatever you want to
say with a particular P°11tl%%%o%%§§ 1néHOW therefore is it possible for
the management of the Gibraltar/Corporation to be able in a small place
like Gibraltar no matter how hard everything is done to try and preserve
and ensure impartiality and no matter how much they themselves believe
it is so and may well be so, but how is it possible all of us being
human to avoid that impression, that influence, to affect your own
judgement , ) any more than it would be possible

in a court aflaw/f member of the jury who has been associated in some
way or another with a judge or with the actual accused, How can you

possibly accept that? It is very, very difficult and I think as my
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Hon Friend very rightly said he would just not be allowed to be there.

No one would accept thats But we are aw,y from law, it is a

much wider subjects And it is just pure human reaction. It is a very
natural human reaction and I do nof believe that this would be allowed

to happen in the BBC., I do not believe that the Head of News in the

BBC could be associated in the form that the Head of News in Fibraltar

is with a newspaper which is so blatantly anti-Government and is obviously
as my Hon Friend said too,directing all its efforts to bring down the
present Government of Gibraltar, That is the position and therefore I
am only expressing a view,I am not coming to any conclusion, as I said

at the beginning, All T can tell you is and I will tell you this because
this happened, that I had representations from the Gibraltar Newspaper
Association to have one of their representatives on the Board., I thought
that this would be wrong, because obviously they would be somehow
connected with other news media which could itself be said to be siding
one way or the other, either in his personal capacity or as a representa-
tive of the Organisation itself and in the same way as I objected to that,
and this is long before this debate happened, my honest opinion still is
that it is not in the best interest and advantage of Gibraltar to have a

Head of News who is so associated with a newspaper which is anti Government.

Now my friend the Hon Mr Isola has made three points. One is that there
should be a review of the set up of the corporation,the other one is that
there should be greater public participation in the choice of programmes,
The third one is the conditions of service and pay and allowances and
here may I say it is really a pity that the cost of living bonus has not
been paid to the members of GBC precisely because this would add to their
expenditure and of course the Government must look into it, I don't
think we should allow this to happen and if necessary we should find the
money to pay for that, but of course again, you see there are things in
the accounts which some people may question., They may question why is

it that we give £3,500 to Thomson Television International for acting

as Managing Agents. Shouldn't that be put against the deficit, This
business of paying £2,400 I think it is,I haven't got it in front of me
but it is very near that figure,for maintenance and repair. Where does
that money go? As I said before is it necessary for someone in Gibraltar
to go to England to sit down and watch the films for three weeks which
costs about £200 odd, five times a year and with air travel in the end

it comes to £2000, Couldn't it be done through an agent with a certain
percentage? Is it necessary to look at all the films? Couldn't we buy
some of them or perhaps as it is being done, I don't know, some of them
by reference to previous ones? A1l T am saying is that all these
matters obviously are now being questioned because everybody is carefully

analysing the accounts, publicly because this is a public document and
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this is what is meant to be, it is no use having a public document which
is going to be put under a bushele This doesn't make sense. Therefore,
I think it is proper that we should all accept that kind of disoussion
that is going on today in this House with the best of intentions. And
fourthly my Hon Fricnd referred to maintaining the independence of the
Corporation., Well all those points of course, I am sure all the

points that are raised here today will have to be collated, then gradually

sifted out and with the cooperation of the management and oventually I think

whatever happens will have to go to the Governor because it is the
Governor in Council who finally gives the direction to GBC under the
existing law. But on the whole I think this is a very salutary thing

to do, It is better to discduss this matter here where it should be done
than in street corners and bars and in other places whioh only leads to
uninformed or misinformed thinking and here at least we know perfectly
well that everything that is being said is being recorded and that we must
act responsibly as elected members of the public, The alternative, of
course, I think we ought to know, basically is to continue with the
managing agents or devise some way or running it ourselves. I think
running it ourselves would not be an easy task by any means, but all
these things are matters of course that can be looked into. And of course
there is the suggestion that BFBS would be intcrested. I think I ought
to say here because otherwise it would lead to a lot of wild thinking
that it would not be so easy as people believe to come and have any
merger., I think it is only fair to say this here and now. If it

was possible then of course it could be looked into but the indications

I have are that this would be practically impossible. The Forces have
their own programme, run their own programmes,I don't think they want any
interference from outside and although it is a suggestion, I think it is
only fair to say at this point that it is not going to be an easy thing
if we decided to have it, to bring about. Finally, I just cannot end
without again thanking the public spirited men and women, yes,we have a
woman now, who serve on the Board of Management of GBC, and all I would
like to say that whatever is said here in this House must be taken in

the spirit it is being said. To cooperatc, the object is to cooperate
with them to make their task not only easier but,I think ,bfo produce

better results, Thank you very much Mr Speaker,

HON I ABECASIS:
Mr Speaker, when I first read the motion, I had to read it about five

times to sece whether I could understand what was meant by it. Bow that
I have heard the mover speaking, things are beginning to get clearer
at least in my mind. Now I understand what he meant, and what I gathed

from what he said is that he put a motion to discuss a particular problem
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in order to introduce another one in the same wayas yesterday this side
of the House was accused by the Government that we were using the Income
Tax Bill on the Family Allowance in order to introduce the other measure
of relief from £300 to £400 in the same way I believe the Hon Mr Peter
Isola has put up the motion in order to have a go at the AACR,., This is
the way I see it, Mr Speaker and this is the way I am expressing it,
because to speak on a particular motion and to come into other aspects
which have nothing to do with the motion can only be done by people who
are very clever, who are very intelligent and who have the ability to do
so and a clear indication of that was a moment ago when I thought that the
Hon Mr Isola was referring to o link botween the AACR and the Gibraltar
Broadcasting Services and when the Leader of the Opposition rose, in

two seconds,he had the ability, in my understanding, to explain what the
link was and then the link was no longer what I thought the link was,

The link was now Mr Mascarenhas and the Evening Post so .

I really connot hope tc compete with such o wonderful

speaker who has such ability. I'll try to the best of my ability to deal
with a few points mentioned by himself and by the Hon the Chief Minister.
He said the good things that have to come out. Well,whatare the good
things? It depends the way you want to look at it. If the demonstration
of the 1000 ladies had not appeared on television then all the housewives
in Gibraltar, at least those who were out in the street, would have
objected that they did not appear on television, That was a very good
thing because they were talking against the budget. Of course the
Government perhaps did not like the idea of a 1000 women  protesting
against the budget but there again, what is a good thing? It has also
been said that a good thing would have been for t@levision to go and sce
the painting of Flat Bastion Road or Willis's Road. It is also open

to interpretation., Some people may say it is a good thing, other people
would say it is not a good thing because other people may say that
workers had been deprived of overtime. Workers have been deprived of
productivity. I can see many members on that side of the House or where
the ories of 'Shame! are coming s-yins: 'what about the productivity?
What about the workers? You arc depriving householders to get a few
extra shillings at the end of the week and you are cmploying people who
do not get a penny.!' I am not saying that it is good or bad.s%mgm just
saying the ihterpretation of what a good thing could be to,/people and
what a good thing could be to other people. The Hon Mr Isola referred
to the impression the appearance of the news is given at times ° It
depends on the way one looks at the news, "nd the way the viewer interprets
the news rathcr th-n the way it is being put ACTOSSe

(&

To answer properly the mover of the motion at least I would require a
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month of research and looking at all the different programmes and looking
up all the appearances on televisign to really answer one by one. The
first thing that comes to my mind/%ge Hon Mr Carudana out there with his
car sweeper, the Hon Miss Anes appears on the top of the roof ih Laguna
Estate, she also appeared receiving the turkeys from the Gibraltar Group
in London, the Hon Mr Xiberras appeared almost every weekends So

one has renlly to go into itl One would require a long, long time

to say whether the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation is biased on one
side or another, It would take a long, long time and it is very difficult
for any speaker off the cuff to express or to answer all these different
problems which moy Dbe true or half true or exaggerated and so on. With
that Mr Speaker, I think I have expressed my feelings that it is a

very, very difficult problem and it cannot just be decided on the spot.
Thank you.

HON MISS C ANES:

I think I would like to answer my Friend Mr Abecasis when he mentioned

me coming out on telcvision on the rooftop of the work being carried out
at Glacis, That was when it was being constructed., It was most
unpleasant going up bcecause I had a very tight skirt and I had not been
advised about it but I would like to mention that on three occasions when
television had been called to take a film or photograph of occasions which
were of interest to the general public = not because I myself was present,
I think I havelsen seen enough on television already —but these occasions
were of interest to the public. The first time when the news was given
out on television no film or slide was shown,I was theh given an apology
that unfortunately the film had not been put in the camera. I accepted

it as a genuine mistake. On the second occasion I was told the film

had been spoild when it was developed. I took that one with a pinch of
salte On the third occasion, and this is the most recent one. It was
during the presentation by the Ferrary Trust of the operational microscope
for St Bernard's Hospital. I realised thcre was something wrong when

the Consultant who was comgng to receive the presentation and also to
attend a patient had been delayed due to bad weather or something in the UK
and the plane was delayed so he arrived , little bit later than the

time expected in Gibraltar. I realised that the representative of
television was a bit anxious to get away. I had to coax him to stay

a little longer. It was a Saturday afternoon and obviously he wanted to
get away. Anyway after much coaxing and begging he stayed for that extra
half hour. He had taken refres%ggnt at the small reception organised

for the occasion by the staff/I was very happy about taiat but when I heard
the news in the evening which was a two linec reference, en passant,no
slide, no film and no apology after that,I thought this was very bad.

It was very bad because the presentation was of ihterest to the general
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publicy It was a microscope which was very expensive and I think as

the Hon Mr Montegriffo knows better than I do that the Ferrary Trust

have made many presentations to the Hospital for the benefit of the
community. T %hought it was very unfair that the actual presentation
was not shown on television for the people to see that this Trust does
look after the money for the benefit of the community. No apology was
given whatsoever. The only thing I can say and this might be taken as
malicious, is that the person presenting the microscope was %Buﬁgrnard
Linares, father of the famous Father Linares and then thare/have been s ome
personal connection why no film was tokenof the actual presentation, That
was the only thing, As I said I have apologised ns it may sound
malicious but the reason was that either no film was in the camera,

it was spoilt during developing or the prescntation was of very little
interest to the general public. These are the only things in which I
find there was a little bit of lack of interest on the part of those
taking the film. Not the chap, I don't think the chap was to blame. I
think that whoever sent them glong was really to blame for this, and this
is why I feel that I have no option but tosujport the motion by the

Hon Mr Isola.

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

Mr Speeker, I was baffled when I first read about the motion that the
Hon Mr Isola was going to bring before the House and I was wondering at
the motive that encouraged him to bring the motion to the House. Indeed,
if it had been thc Hon Chief Minister who had put the motion and with
the way he presented his case I would probably have had no hesitation
in supporting it because one wants to enquire about spending and about
possible public concern about a public body for which we are paying out
a lot of money from this Housc. That would be all right. But what do
we get? What is gﬁg, practically the only case Mr Isola has made against
the possible or alleged bias of television? It rests on one name,

Mr Mascarenhas, and it is rather unfortunate that at this stage of the
proceedings when we are asking for the Government to look into the
specific case in question, that names should have been brought into

the picture precisely because as the Chief Minister very rightly said
this is a small placec and because it is a small place we hast have

our unique way of doing things lest we destroy the very fabric of our
family, and I think that though Mr Isola has been prejudging or rather
prefixing all his rcmakrs with the words not only should justice be

done but appear to be done, what sort of justice is he asking me as a
member of this House to subscribe to? To accuse a man in a subtle way

under the privileged position of this House when he cannot defg.d himself?
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When if he wanted, rcally wanted, to get to the root of the trouble and
to rcally do justice to the public concerned, all that he should have
done is what the Chief Minister has donc and then we would all have been
in agreement but we arc now being asked to prejudge a man and this is
what has happencd. We could not do this in the street. I t would be
the same if I without any privileges, the privileges we've got in this
House were to stand in the middle of Main Strcet and say 'I am going to
accuse so and so having this link because I assume it is so. Let him

go to court and let him prove his innocence.' This is unfair Mr Speaker.
This has really thrown the whole thing out of perspective and out of
proportion. Certainly I have got no whip eithcr but I am not going to
be a party to this typc of motive behind the motion. It is all right to
praise the Board of Management, very right, but no intelligent man in

his right senses can accept this praise of the Board of Management and

then practically accuse the Board of Management of not having the necessary

intelligence to realise that a man in their service, none other than the
top man who is dealing with news,is biased, has got a link with the
Gibraltar Post, the Gibrajtar Post have got a link with the AACR and the
picture emerges as the same picture that has emerged from him,

in making his assessment of the impression he gets from the news,
This is the impression I've got. My God, what power; and we've only
got 200 members according to that particular newshoet or whatever it is.
Imagine what it would be if we had a thousand, Wheh I heard Mr Isola .
making all thesc accusations, in a very subtle manner, by God I almost
heard stones crying out to heaven for justice. This is mogt unfair and
most improper and it tempts members to behave perhaps less responsibly
than we are behaving today. We all have a right and a duty to see that
money that is voted by this House is well spent and there are enough
procedures and enough legislation available tc do that. I disagree
with many of the Government policies. We cross swords in this House
but I am convinced that no Government, even that Government, could come
to this House and ask me to increase the licences of TV and to give a
subsidy to the Gibraltar Television were they not generally at least
gencrally convinced that they are not making a mess of their finances,
and if they are they should not come here to ask for that money, but
as I say I have full confidence and trust that every member of that
Government opposite would not have done that had they not becen convinced
in a general manncr that things in the financial side were not really
being mismanaged. And as to the question of bias and presentation of the
news I wish Mr Isola or the Honourable Mr Isola would tell me the
formula that would give satisfaction in presentation of the news to all
the public at large. If he has got that formula he is verily sitting
on a gold one because then any newspaper could increase its circulation
ten times as it would be.pleasing everybody. But it is very difficult,
very difficult to decide what is the right thing and what is the wrong



thing when you are assessing what sort of news should go in the newspaper
or over the radioor television. I myself, evem with Mr Mascarenhas

belng there and being port of this sinister move, have had occasion to
complaln to Gibraltar TGIGV1s1on because I thought they were not doing the
right thlnp as regards myself when I was Minister of Health. In the end

we almost finished up in court. They threatcned to take me to court because
of the allegations I made, I threatencd to take them to court and then
when I cooled down and I realised that people haven't got such sinister
motives as' ohe'is 1n011ned to believe they have in the heat of the moment,

I apdloglsed because I thlnk Mr Speaker the test of impartiality is not

that evoryboiy agrees with what you are doingy”that is bordering on

' ihdifference, the test of impartiality is when people from different sides

critifise you for taking sides with the side you do not agree with, That
is the test of impartiality and I think that we are certain to a large extent
that Gibraltar Television has achieved that. I do not say that there is no
roog for improvement, I will say and I do not hide the fact that I get
bored with Gibraltar Television. I do get bored with the standard of the
Programmes, but as with newspapers in Gibraltar I also realise that we
have got véry little money to do things that we would like to do and
therefore taking things on the whole I think they do a good job. Perhaps
there is rgom for improvement and the way this should have been done

was to have brought the motion here without making any specific personal
accusations against anybody, accusations in a subtle manner, linking

the PapPCresese

HON P J ISOLA:
The Hon Mr Montegriffo has now statéd on four occasions that I have made

accusations. That is not correct. I am just telling him that. It is

not correct.

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:
Well, let us put it this way. Comments about Mr Mascarenhas being a
Director of this or associated with the other one and linked with the

other one and the Opposition. That has been said and I get the same

impressioNeecees

HON P J ISOILA:
Mr Speaker, perhaps I am misleading my Honourable Friend. I have said
that in my view therc is evidence of bias there and I have produced

to the House facts. 'hat I have saidare facts, nothing elses



03 g

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

Produced, Mr Speaker, with respect, he has produced facts as to

Mr Mascarenhas being a shareholder of the paper and being employed on
television. He has »produced no facts and I challenge him to do so that
there is this bias that he is talking about. He has come to the
conclusion that because of this Mr Mascarenhas is biased. Whether Mr
Mascarenhas perhaps should or should not be a member writing in the Post,
that is another matter, but not to comc to that conelusign

which . is the impression that not only members of the House but
members in the public gallery must have gathered. This is obvious, and
therefore, Mr Speaker, as I said before and to conclude I would have great
Pleasure in supporting this motion had it come to the House asking us to
try and probe, asking Government to try and probe into the concern that
is being shown by the public but certainly I can now see clearly the
motive. I can now sec the implication and what he is aiming at and I am
not going to be a party to that. I think that if the Government was
dissatisfied with the manner that the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation
is carrying out the directives of the Governor in Council, the Government
has a good remedy inthcir hands to have gone back to the Governor in
Council, to call the attention of GBC and to put things right if they
think they are wrong because so far though I agree with many of the
points raised by the Chief Minister, he presented the case in a sober
manncr, not that I agree with everything he said - this is why we cannot
agree with what is right or wrong always - but I cannot agree with the

arguments used in support of the motion brought forward by the Hon Mr Isola.

MR SPEAKER:
Do I understand that there is no other member who wishes to speak on the

motion?

HON J CARUANA:

I would just like to clear a point which the Honourable Mr Abecasis
mentioned and which I found very distasteful, That was the reference

he made to the Willis's Road project where over 30 children, Gibraltarian
children, in the best spirit possible in Gibraltar came out to paint and
do a bit of community work and that he should bring this up and say that
this was depriving the men in Gibraltar of productivity. I find this
kind of talk very distasteful and the insinuations behind them rather
sinister, On every occasion that children have done work in Gibraltar
and there have been several occasions whilst I have been in this ministry,
I can't remember many occasions when the other side was in Government
where children came out to do work, We want the youth of Gibraltar

to work. It is also their responsibility to participate in embellishing

Gibraltar. On the question of the Victoria Stadium, the question of the
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Catalan Bay Road and the question of Willis's Road itself, I cleared

it first of all with the Transport and General Workers Rosident Officer,
Mr Mor, at the time and that is a fact so that kind of talk I find very
distasteful. I would not like to contribute anything else to this
discussion because on the question of Mr Abecasis and my appearances

on television, in 1970 I appeared once in October and I dida't appear
again on television till October 1971 again when I launched the clean city
campaign and the following day the whole of the press boycotted my press
conference in my offices. If this is not the height of irresponsibility

from the press in general I just don't know what .. .

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Mr Hpeaker, Sir, it appears that we are dealing with the law on Gibraltar
Broadcasting which in my opinion has one point in it which makes it to
some extent a bad law, The iaw says that television and broadcasting are
to be run to the best advantage in the interests of Gibraltar. In Britain,
Sir, BBC and ITA are constitutionally required to provide a public service
with the purpose of disseminating information, education and entertainment.
It does not say in the interest of the United Kingdom or in the interest
or to their best advantage because, Sir, what is to the best advantage

of Gibraltar is absolutely open to interpretation in Gibraltar by 25,000
different people in 25,000 differeyt ways. My Friend on my right, the
Hon Mr Abecasis, commented that putting on telcvision that youngsters

were painting Willis's Road was open to interpretation by differnt people
in different ways. Some people, the Hon Mr Caruana, and I support him
wholeheartedly, think this is e very fine idea but other people, the

Hon Mr Abecasis said, might think this was not a good idea., This was
depriving men of their jobs. He didn't say that he agrced with it,

he simply said "presentation of anything is open to differcent interpretatiom”
and if so television must give everything to the best advantage and in
the interest of Gibraltar then Sir, thcey have an impossible task, because
I am sure that thoy will never be able to plcase the Hon Mr Isola who
says TV is biased and we all know Sir that Mr Isola is an honourable man.
Indeed, Sir, I would agree that it does appear at times that TV is biased.
We have Mr Peter Plant almost giving a party plug or an Isola plug
should we say, perhaps that was biased., Or we have the Chief Minister
who gives us his platitudes on what the press should do or should not do.
At least the Hon Mr Isola does admit there is a distinction between the
duties of a Bi-oadcasting Service and of the press but apparently the

Hon Chief Minister doesn't even wish to allow that. He wishes the press
to give what he thinks is right, but again this is interpretation. He
wants to have the good things put in. Well, Sir, I often wonder what

the press might be like if we had the good things. Let us pick out the
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Daily Telegraph. "Mr Heath had a very happy day today and Mr Wilson

went out in the country and saw the cows". - end of news item. The

Daily Mirror: "Mr Jack Jones got up, had a nice breakfast and went to
work as usual." The people don't want to hear that; they want to hear
whether he has paid the £55,000 or not. The Daily Mail, Sir,"The 805,
the 8.15 and the 8,21 and the 8,23 from Charing Cross left on time and
arrived safely."”" We are not going to put in 8.29 had an accident and 200
people were taken to hospital because that is not the good things of life,
The Hon Chief Minister may have very wonderful ideas but he knows nothing
I am afraid Sir, nothing about journalism, Now, Sir, there has been
considerable concern about the finances on the part of the Honourable

Mr Isola of the television, but of course he is right to express this
concern, Sir. However, we heard from the Hon Chief Minister that there was
an agreement with Thomson Television, Now this agreement I believe was
made some little time ago and it might be interesting to know who is the
Hon Mr Peter Isola, We know at the moment he is a backbencher in this
House. Who was he? 1In his time he has been Deputy Chief Minister. He

He has been at all times a member

has been Leader of the Opposition,
of this House ar at least of the previous Legislative Council and most

of the time he was on the Gibraltar Council and if he wants to tell us
now that he knows nothing about who Thomson was or who Thomson is and
what agreements have been made when all this must have been done in his
day, probably with his consultation and advice, then, Sir, it is very
difficult for us to swallow, at least for me to swallow, and part of this
agreement, the Honourable Chief Minister has told us, is that Thomson
must give one year's notice that if they are not getting enough money to
run the television then either at the end of the year the Government

must determine the contra€t or give more money so it would seem to me,
Sir, that Thomson must have asked for an increase in 1971 which increase
was given in 1972. So Government must have been very well aware of all
this situation and all this accounts situationfcr at least one year.
Perhaps the Hon Mr Isola did not know although I believe he is very close
to Government and I don't think much goes on in Government circles
without his knowledge. Let it be that he didn't know. Government did
know, Government put up the television licence surely after extensive
research into these accounts and if they were not satisfied why then,
Sir, did they agree to put up the licence, but it is now that somebody
wishes to cash in on a little bit of public outcry and pretend that all
this has come out in the last two or three days and it is strange, of
course, that this desire for a probe into the television has come from
the Hon Mr Isola, not from the Leader of the IWBP who apparently was one
of the people most vociferous for an enquiry. This question of the
keeping of proper accounts - well, this is one of these legal splitting

of hairs, but once again I am sure the Hon Mr Isola knew that this
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company whatever its called, Gibraltar Broadcasting Limited, was going
to keep the accounts for Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation, had been
doing so for many years during the time when Mr Isola, the Hon Mr Isola,
was Deputy Chief Minister perhaps, or Leader of the Opposition, when he
never brought it out, It wasn't a matter of concern then. Apparently
it is now. One thing I do agree with the Hon Mr Isola. Some of the
programmes could do with improvement. Like him I usually try and watch
Gibraltar television., I do admit to switch over to Spain when there

is a good football match and I fight very, very hard sometimes to keep
awake during Deadline especially when the Chief Minister or somebody

of his group are on telling us how wonderful everything is. But they
are entitled to., That's their interpretation. The quality of the
programmes, I agree, leaves very much to be looked into. It may be a
question of finance., It may be again the interpretation of the person
who selects the programmes, I like music Sir, but the 1936 film of

Al Johnson last night, that was the limit., But I wonder if this was
entertainment or education., It might be cine history. Now, Sir, this
very unfortunate witolx hunt that we've had about Mr Mascarenhas, This is
something which to me is almost ludicrous. First of all there might be
a very simple solution., We could get Mr Mascarenhas to sell half his
shares, We'll give two to the Hon Mr Peter Isola, two to the Hon Chief
Minister and three or maybe even four to the Hon Mr Caruana, but I will
tell them one thing this will not alter the policy of the Gibraltar
Evening Post an iota. It will still c ontinue to attack this Government.
Now Mr Mascarenhes writes for the Gibraltar Evening Post. Of course he
does. But he writes rcally on non-controversial local matters and he
flogs a rather, I spcak matephorically, a rather dead horse of General
Franco far too much for my liking, I often wonder why it is that he only
pushes the AACR line hidden behind in the television and never in publice
I don't think he is so Machiavellian as that. He doesn't even belong

to the Party. I can't get 60 pennies out of him. But if we are going
to enquire with all this assiduousness into different links we might
enquire into the Chief Minister's link with Acmoda who sell various things
to the Government, Well, why shouldn't they. But people could be
suspicious. I am not, but people could be. I understand that the Hon
Mr Isola is or was until recently a dircctor of Parcar. Sir, is there
any link with this new project we have just heard about of parking cars
which are going to be paid for, I believe, and the Honourable Mr Peter
Isola? Of course there isn't., DBut when one hears these accusations
thrown around all sorts of suspeicions could creep in, If everybody

is going to declare each and every interest in a small place like
Gibraltar, we'd better have the Hon Financial Secretary up in it. I believe

Sir, he is the Commissioner for Income Tax, It has often been said that
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how can the Flnanclal Secretary who, on one hand, would know certain
things tould also/the Commissioner for Income Tax and perhaps know other
things on the other hand, which might conflict with each other but this
is acceptable, Sir. These are not abused. One could even say, Sir,

that one couldn't go to the Hon Mr Peter Isola as one's barrister if one
happened to be a supporter of the AACR because perhaps he wouldn't
represent you reasonably in court. ILudicrous. We all know that people
can separate themselves into reasonably watertight compartments. Surely,
if all these honourable people can do it, Mr Mascarenhas may be able

to do the same. No prices are given of consumer goods, Well, Sir, is
this really an AACR plot not to let the public know how the Government
cannot cope with the cost of living, It is almost on the Government side,
perhaps there is bias there, Even Major Peliza admits there has been
inflation and the television has suffered from it. Sir, I don'‘t want

to say very much more about this, It has been said o o « oSir, the
interference from people like the Hon Mr Caruana is completely unwarranted.
We often have to listen to him ad nauseum., This is a very delicate
matter. That thcere should be some increased public participation perhaps
in the choice of programmes is the one valid point the Hon Mr Isola has
brought forward. Even in the lot of unwarranted and perhaps sinister
accusations he has brought out one point that is good. The Hon Chief
Minister himself has admitted that this is not an easy thing to deal with
but it all goes back, I feel, again to the root of the whole argument.
What is in the interests of Gibraltar? What is for the good of Gibraltar?
This as I have said before is open to so wide a measure of interpretatioh,
no enquiry will ever justify it and we cannot, I cannot support such an

enquiry under such a weak premise.

HON MAJOR A J GACHE:

Mr Speaker, I have considered the motion by the Hon and Learned Backbencher
that whilst noting the audited accounts of the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation and the Chairman's report up to the 31st March 1971, the
House is nevertheless generally concerned about the broadcasting services
and request the Government to consider the position. There are words
here that I find difficult to comprehend and I am grateful to the Chief
Minister for having made this matter a free vote in the House. Had the
motion instead of saying ‘'nevertheless generally concerned about the
broadcasting services! had it instead been constructive to the extent of
saying %in order to consider whether any savings or improvements could
have been made', I am quite certain, Mr Speaker that the whole House
would have possibly supported the'motion, because I am certain that
everyone agrees that there are always possibilities of savings in
everything and possibilities of improving too. However, this was not the

case, Now, I consider that this motion construed in the only manner
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that is reasonably possible in my opinion amounts to an indictment against

the Government and whilst it would be open to most members to welcome
and support Mr Isola I find on analysis rather difficult to do so.
Firstly, I contend that it is not for a supporter of the Government in

the House to propose motions which open the door for criticism of the
Government on a matter on which Government is responsible for, either by

way of positive act oreven by way of omission,which I know is not the
case, If there are matters of public interest that require investi-
gation, surcly it is the Governmcnt that should take the initiative
for them, gs you indced heard from the Chief Minister that we have
been doing so. Now, a backbencher who fecls that an enquiry is called
for should bring the matter to the notice of the Government first

and only if he opposcs the Government does he try and steal the
thunder by putting the matter before/ﬁggse. But in this particular
case, Mr Speakcr, thc subject of GBC has been fully examined by the
Government rccently or if it has not been, should have been for the
purposes of approving the measurcs incorporated into the budget
whereby television licences have been increased. I know that we have
done this and the Government knows it has donec this., No Government
that has so recently, therefore, supported the unpopular measure of
taxation should now be heard to say that it has concern for the
mattor of GBC for were this the case surely thc right time to have
investigated the affairs of GBC and to put right whatever it would be
concerned with, would have becen when the ncw mecasures of taxation
were approved and not nowe To admit, which I find myself incapable
of doing, that Gov.rnment should consider the position because there
is generally concern so rccently after the increase in licensing
fees, is to plead guilty to the charge that thc Government has
incrcased the licensing fees to the public without discharging its
duty to the public to- kS

ensure that the Corporstion is properly and impartially managed.

I say again that this is not the case. Ve have heard about the
Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation. There are two matters concerned
with the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation. One is the matter of
policy and the other one is the matter on the quag&}on of finance.

We have heard how the Corporation was formed by/Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation Ordinance with the duty of maintaining a sound and
television broadcasting service as a means of information, education
and entertainment and of developing the service to the best advantage
and interest of Gibralter. Now its operations are controlled and
governed by the Board but the Board is subject to any directions of
the Governor in Council and it is the Govermor in Council who is

responsible for the policy adopted by the Corporation. Under section
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8(3) of the Ordinance the directions are issued, I think every one
knows in this House that this is so, by the Governor in Council
and these directions are continuously reviewed and have been reviewed
certainly since I have been in the Govermment. The question of finance,
however, is a matter for the Council of Ministers in the first instance
ard then for the House. Since last August, Mr Speaker, Vox has been
stirring this issue of how much money is spent by the Gibraltar
Broadcasting Corporation and the suggestion has been made that the
solution or the possible solution could be the amalgamation of the
Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation with British Forces Broadcasting
Service. You have heard from the Chief Minister that not only is this
unlikely but it is also impracticable as there would be a conflict of
aim. The campaign has started again and just as I some time ago said
that I did not wish to succumb to Government by the Gibraltar Evening
Post I would say again that I cannot succumb either to pressure or
government by the Vox or equally by the backbencher, Now the Gibraltar
Broadcasting Corporation Ordinanee establishes the Corporation and
gives it legal form. We have heard that., It is a set of directions
issued by the Governor in Council and this is provided in the Ordinance
and therefore if there is any concern and I have said before that we
have reviewed this policy, if there is any concern, of course it would
have been an indictment, perhaps, of the Governor in Council in this
respect. Now this provides the framework on which the Board operates
as I mentioned before. What they may do or what they may not do.
The fact that the Board must be politically neutral and also
defines what may politically be broadcast., Now we have heard about
the agreement entered into in 1968, This was a three party
agrecment as I understand it between the Government, the Corporation
and the Managing Agents. Under the agrecment the Corporation with
the Government as a party, agreed to appointa Managing Agent and if you
appoint a Managing Agent or you pay someone a management fee you do that
so that they manage. You don't pay them so that you manage yourself,
Under the agrecement there is provision for a loan of £36,000,
with interest, by the Government to the Corporation. This loan is re-
payable by the Managing Agent out of the revemues which are accrued
to theme. The loan is usedstq.. - < L
start the purchase of equipment when the agreecment was entered into in
October 1968, the agreement which I understand lasts for 10 years.
The purchase of the equipment is spread out and is paid for as the
equipment is purchased and the money is not disbursed by the Government
until the equipment has actually been bought. However, the equipment
when purchased becomes the propsrty of the Corporation although as I
said it is paid for from funds accrued to them. What are the
revenues that accrue to the Managing Agents from which they have to

provide the service, their own management fees, and the repayment of
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loan and interest? These are annual licence fees, net advertising
revenue and the subsidy of £22,000 which is fixed during the term of
the agreement. We have heard of the general savings clause which is
concerned with strikey hostilities and inflation and then we have
heard that the Managing Agents under these conditions, anyone of them
or all of themy tan give 12 months notice to the Corporation and the
Government saying it ¢annot carry out the duties within the finances
available and sgying what additional finances are required. We have
heard too that the Government can then either give additional money
or determine the agreement. Now the Managing Agents have asked for
an increasc in reverue, I understand, of an order of £9;OOO to
£10,000 from the 1lst October because of inflation, because of the
extent that inflation since 1968 has increased the outlays of the
Managing Agents, the Managing Agents! costs, wages and salaries,
films, airfreight and the cost of materials, not entertainment, and

I will explain that later, We have also heard some remarks about the
hours of viewing. The hours of viewing should be Al hours daily.

I understand again that a check over the lagt 6 months shows an
average of 4% hours a day. We have heard/addltlonal winter hours
which were requested by the Government, This did not come under the
L+ hours daily and the programmes which have been produced have been
costed at net prides and this is the only money which I understand
the Corporation has charged for. Now great play has been made on this
question of travelling and entertainment on exhibit 4. I understand
that each year the General Manager does three trips to the United
Kingdom of approximately three weeks duration each, Each trip costs
in the region of £400 which includes air fares, hotel expenses,
entertainment, since what he is trying to do is to persuade the
distributors to reduce the prices and I understand that he does succeed
in most occasions, and travelling in London., Let me say that in
connection with the air fares we have also heard that British United
Airways or British Caledonian has in the past provided the
Corporation with free tickets. This is in return for advertising.
This is indeed correct but what normally happens is that when a free
ticket is used the normal cost of the ticket is charged to travelling
and equal credit is given to advertising therefore the Managing

Agents do not get away with anything.
MR SPEAKER

You are making yourself responsible for the statement, of course.

HON MAJOR A J GACHE

Yes, I have got it. Yes,I am.
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MR SPEAKER

Well it is my duty to remind you that you are making yourself
responsible for a statement on a matter which is not under debate,
of course,

HON MAJOR A J GACHE

Mr Speaker, we have hecard about these air tickets and we have
heard perhaps insinuations as to what happens to these air tickets
and I am replying in the same vein.

HON P J ISOLA

Mr Speaker, may I ask why the clarification?

MR SPEAKER
In fairness to the Minister I am just saying that you have not
qualifiied your statement by I believe; you say "this is so" and

in fairness to you I am just making the remark and nothing else.

HON P J ISOLA

Sir may I on a point of clarification Mr Speaker. No insinuations
have been made about the air tickets. What has been s aid is quite
clear that it has been said that BUA and BEA give free air tickets
to Thomson in return for free advertising. That is not an
insinuation, there is no insinuation of any malpractice, that's
just what has been said and my Honourable Friend has confirmed it.

Please do not use words that have not been used by me.

HON MAJOR A J GACHE

Thank you, Mr Speaker, for your help in this connections Maybe I
ought to say that I understand that when the free ticket is used
the normal cost of the ticket is charged to travelling and an extra
credit is given to advertising. With regard to the accounts, Mr
Speaker, I too have done a little bit of digging and I have come
across, for example, that Gibraltar Television Rentals is indeed or,
I understand again, a UK registered company the same address as
Thomson who owns 99% of Europa Rentals, therefore there is
confirmation, I also enquired into the Thomson Television International
Limited liability of £9,348, I understand of course that this money
paid for things for the Corporation, on our behalf. Equally I have
looked into .. Gibraltar Broadcasting Limited and I am given to
understand that this is the Managing Agents Company in Gibraltar who
have been here for quite a considerable time, I am also given to
understand that if the agrecment was to be determined it would be
highly unlikely that the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corprration, would
receive this money just like that without the Government going more
deeply into it. Now in so for as the current liabilities and the
current assets which you see up and about, I am given to understand,

and my own practice does confirm this, that there can be inter-company
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accounts or internal finance of one company by another, This
would appear to be the case here. The play has been made of entertain-
ment for the people who come down, these are people who go down to the
television as has been heard and instead of receiving a fee they
receive a drink., I have spoken about the other entertainment matter
of £2,362, There is of course this question of the telephones,
£1,160. I understand that there are a lot of telephone calls to the
United Kingdom in connection with the programmes which don't arrive
at the right time and, of course, in connection with the news. I have
also enquired into the staff remunerationi For example, the General
Manager, and I have been advised that he ranked as a senior head of
department in Govermment and all that he has got there is the normal
increase that anybody would have had under the Marsh Award. Mr Speaker,
what grieves me most of all in this debate is that one should have
singled out the Head of Production, Mr Mascarenhas, I cannot recall
my reading hamsards in the United Kingdom or even listening to debates
in the House, I don't seem to recall where anyone has ever been
mentioned by name in the House in the way in which Mr Mascarenhas has
been mentioned here. The policy of the Corporation is the responsibility
of the Governor in Council and since I am part of that I do not
shelve or will pass over any of that responsibility for whatever part
I may play in that, I am sure that my colleagues won't do that either,
Then, of course, the policy is passed over to the Board and the Board
carries the policy out and if Mr Mascarenhas has shown any bias or
has not followed the policy of the Governor in Council as passed down
through the Board on to him, well then it is not his fault and I am not
saying that he has been biased but if he has been biased and it is very
difficult, let me say, not to sometimes show bias and it would be very
difficult in Gibraltar too if cvery time that someone shows bias they
were taken to task and moved from a job because we would be forever
playing musical chairs with hcads of departments and other people like
that but I think that the House might like to recall in comnection with
Mr Mascarenhas that I personally feel that Gibraltar owes him a deep
debt of gratitude for his "Palabras al Viento" during possibly one of
the worse periods that . Gibraltar has ever had and therefore
it is very easy to forget what one does at a time when for other
reasons one wants to perhaps bring a person down. I feel, Mr Speaker,
and I hope it is not so and I say this with all sincerity, that we
are not starting a witch hunt in Gibraltar because witch hunts have got
a habit of turning very sour and we never know when we start a witch
mnt who is going to be the next, or the next, or the next. I am certain
that this is not the case, but it could be seen just the same as we've
heard that justice must not only be done but must be seen to be done,
it could be seen when you start bringing names into the House of

Assembly that one could be witch hunting, Now we have heard all about
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looking into shareholdings and all that. That again could be
construed that in looking at the shareholdings one again could follow
in this question of witoh hunting. I know that this is not the case.
This is a matter of trying to discover facts but then, of course,
you can go and start looking at the shareholding of all the newspapers,
oﬁ companies in Gibraltars Where do you end when you start looking
into the shareholding of compahies in Gibraltar and who or who does or
dobs not hold ﬁhe shares? BSoj let us stop if there is ary questidh
of witch hunting or even misconstrued witch hdnting. We have heard
about, ¥he Price Control communiques not appearing on television: I
“think the reason for that is a very simple one. The.Government doesn't
pay’ the television for what they consider to be an advertisement and, in
faet, I don't think it appears in all the other papers either because
we don't pay them., The papers contend that this is advertisihg.
Lastly, Mr Speaker, I just really wonder why we are discussing this
today. I will go with what I said at the beginning, that we should
have discussed this as indeed the Government has been discussing this
for months and I wish for all our sakes that this matter had, insteaa
of being brought here, been taken to the Governmenf in its proper way.
I hope, and I am not casting any aspersions on this, I hope, that

we are not discussing this today “" because of
what my Honourable and Learned Friend has showﬁs/ademand on an enguiry
into GBC from the Consumer Association and Transport and General

Workers Union., Thank you.

HON A W SERFATY

Mr Speaker, I wasn't going to speak on this motion today. I think

too many people have done so already, but in common with what the
Honourable and Gallant Major Gache has just said I am very worried at
this personal attack against Mr Mascarenhas, because whatever the mover
nay say and in many ways I must say I am an admirer of Mr Peter Isola

- whom I knew very well during the time of the Coalition Government but

I.C.O

HON SIR JOSHUA HASSAN

Which coalition? This coalition?



Hif e
HON A W SERFATY
Well, the last Coalition Government, but I can't agree with you one
IOLA.When he stafts bringing names into this House. As Major Gache
has saids Where are we going to end, bringing names into our
discussions here? And if we are going to analise what he said; what
bias has been shown by GBC? The fact that the increase in the
reserve balances of the Government were not mentioned in the news item.
Is that sufficient reason to say that GBC is biased against one side of
the House? 1Is it 80 very important that the reserve balances have
increased in one year? There may be many reasons. During the Budget
session I asked the Honourable Financial and Development Secretary,
or I suggested that the possible increase in the balance was that the
amount due to the Coumcil by meny of the users of public utidities had
not been shown on one side of the books. I never got an answer to that
but I still believe that one of the reasons for the increase in the
reserve balances is because of that. The Honourable Financial and
Development Secretary says, no, as he said no a month ago but he
hasn't told me why I am wrong., It may also be due to the
fact that certain monies that were going to be spent were not spent
so is it so very important for the Honourable Mr Peter Isola to make
an accusation of bias because that matter was not mentioned. Some
people think I am kindly because I don't see wrong motives in people
so easily. I don't think there is a justification to accuse the
Corporation of bias because of that., Talking about "Safari®", honestly
its painful. Some people, like me, who love animals so much - I go
to the zoo every time I go to London — must confess that two- df the
most important programmes that I see on television are Planeta Azul in
Spanish television and not like Mr Xiberras who looks at football so
much, Planeta Azuénand Safari., Why should Mr Isola come now and
criticise Safari?/ this question of expensess I have been looking at
the figures: 1971 Entertaining £1096 for fifteen months which is about
£877 for twelve and on another page £2352 for fifteen months which is
£1882 for 12, Total £2759 compared to £2936 in 1969. Well, what is
there to shout about? I think what Mr Isola has brought is a lot of
red herrings. Trying to capitalise, I say so to his face, trying to
capitalise because there are many would-be voters who are upset because
the House of Assembly, or the Government I should say, have increased
television licences., Trying to capitalise. I am certainly not in

agrecment with the motion.

MR SPEAKER
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak on the motion?

HON SIR JOSHUA HASSAN
Mr Speaker, in the first place I think that it must be unique in the
history of Parliamentary government that the backbencher, particularly
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when there is only one, proposes a motion calling upon the Government
to do something and is immediately followed by the Chief Minister or
the Prime Mihister or whatever would be in any other Parliament saying
"T dontt want to commit myself but I entirely agree". In a Parliament
when you have sections of a number of backbenchers who have different
views and so on; some of them become a nuisance to their own Government
and, of course, sometimes they have to resist pressures. But as
Major Gache has rightly said if a member of the Government side wants
something done because he thinks it is in the public interest, what he
is interested in is getting the thing done not in making a lot of noise
about it to try and capitalise, to use the word of my colleague who has
just spoken, on any particular circumstances. We are getting too much
in the habit in this place of ours of getting into any bandwagon that is
going for the moment and that seems to be popular and to slash at this,
slash at that, perhaps because there is nothing better to do and this is
what I think has happened in this case. I do not accept that this is a
motion of concern for the finances or the bias of the television. I
do not accept that. This is a motion in order to cach in on the
Transport and General Workers Union who before were maligned and all
sorts of things but who suddenly have become the saviours of Gibraltar
since we disaffiliated them from our Party.And the Consumer Association =
with all due respects to the work they do - who do they represent?

Who do they represent? I am not going to give way on any clarification
and perhaps you'll call the Minister to order. So that indeed this is
a motion which is really geared for popularity. We were accused of .

thgt yesterday when we were trying to increase personal allowances of

the lower income groups which was not the case because this was a matter - .

which we had advised on before. This is done purely to get yourself into
the papers, to get yourself popularity, to go on the bandwagon of the
Transport and General Workers Union and so on, and if I may say so

whilst I commend in this case, perhaps the only time I've had opportunity
of commending, the restraint and moderation of the Chief Minister today,
I condemn his complete unrestrain and his complete irresponsibility on
television the other night by saying that there is a bias and when he was
asked what it was it was that somebody didn't go to take a picture of
some people painting a wall, which incidentally, I am given to
understand, efforts were made to find out where it was and no

cooperation found from the department concerned so that indeed ...

HON CHIEF MINISTER
I never said that there was bias. I am afraid the Honourable and

Learned Leader of the Opposition is always inclined to put words that
I haven't said. What I said is that they should be more constructive.

That is what I said.
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HON SIR JOSHUA HASSAN

The word "bias" was used and I happened to record that part of the
thing because I arrived late for lunch and I didn't have to hear the
whole of it but this is the one I particularly want and I got it on
tape and the word "bias" was used and he said "you are biased", and
then the interviewer said "Tell us how we are biased"., And other
things have been misrepresented in this House. When Mr Isola was
saying that there were letters in the press with 150 signatures they
were not complaining about the GBC or about bias. They were complaining
that the interviewer was rather harsh on Mr Feetham., That was the
complaint of 150 people, not anything else, and so what? I have been
told many times by more,perhaps more mature people who do not
understand the intricacies of this. "How dare that young Clive Golt
ask you these impertinent questions that he asked you when you go on
television? "I have got to convince them that this is the best way of
bringing the best out of one if you get a hard questionner like you do
in the United Kingdom. If you have g ‘'good interviewer he gets the
best out of you but if there is nothing good in you he doesn'!'t get
anything out of you. Miss Anes spoke about a film having gone wrong.
Perhaps Miss Anes should remember that her introduction into politics
arose out of a famous television interview where she complained about
leaky roof's which have not since been repaired, I don't think, in an
interview where there was a Minister of the then Government, Mr Louis
Triay. To that she owes her impact into television and subsequently her
impact into public life or whatever remains of it. But, I have a
complaint too against television., But the point is the way to look at ite.
I don't like everything that television does or the way the news are
presented. I don't like them because I am subjective. I look at it
from my point of view. But I don't go and say that because they don't
give the trend that I think they ought to give, they are wrong. I
credit them with sufficient intelligence agnd integrity to think that
they do what they think is best in an impartial way even though I don't
agree with it. Let me say that I had reason to write to the Chairman
of the Corporation on a very important matter and I would never have
mentioned this except that small things as to whether a photograph was
taken or not was mentioned today. The Chief Minister thought fit to
make a short statement some three meetings or four meetings ago about
the vist of Sir Alec Douglas-Home to Madrid and made some remarks.

I got up and associated myself with the results of the visit but I
made certain observations which showed that I did not agree with
everything that the Chief Minister had said., But the Corporation
having had the hand-out of what the Chief Minister spoke because it
was a statement, a prepared statement, notice given and so on,
reproduced that on television and didn't say a word about what I had

said. I complained for this one reason, that foreign affairs is not a
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matter for this House, at least not within our province to decide
anything, though we can talk about it. The Chief Minister thought

fit to make a statement on fareign affairs almost taking the credit
for the visit of Sir Alec Douglas-Home to Madrid, but, anyhow, he

made a statement on foreign affairs which I am supposed to be
consulted too and it is often necessary to make this point that one

has got one's views on thesc matters and I wrote to Gibraltar
Broadcasting Corporation and I said that I appreciated that this had
not been done deliberately but calling the attention of the necessity
on matters of statements of importance to give both views of the

House when anything like that issaid and I got a very courteous letter
from the Chairman informing me of the difficulties in which the news
media is transmitted,the lack of facilities here to transmit it quickly
if we have a late session, and how it is to be put across and so on which
I anticipated in my letter because I know how they work. I know how they
work because I have been going there like the Chief Minister has been
going there. I don't partake of that part of the eontertainment which
is meant by whisky because I only drink water when I go on television,
but I know how they work and I know their difficulties. I am saying
this because I think the point made by Mr Montegriffo is a very valid
one and that is that when you are in a position of independence, when
you are trying toc do something impartially, if you only get the
complaints from one side of the public then it is obvious that you

are verging on the other side. But when you get complaints from time
to time from all and sundry it shows that they are doing a job,

a difficult job, and that they falter now and then sometimes on this
side sometimes on the other. That shows no bias. It shows perhaps
weakness in the organisation, whatever it may be, human frailty, human
mistakes and so on but no bias, Now I am not here to defend the
independenge of the television because I think and the Chairman rightly
says in his report, "this Corporation has gontinued to give the highest
priogity to p;otecfing its independence subjeot to the terms of the
directions issued by the Governor in Council!. Because I think that
they arerworthy? they themselves can safeguard that independence, What
I ém saying and whaf is important in this House and what we do here,

is that‘nothing that is said here can be direectly or indirectly said
to affect their approach to that, and what I mean is that however good,
however independent the television corporation may be if accusations
are made before the matter is investigated? peopie of calibre and a sense
of duty as is required, and independent pebple?as is required for
television, will not be easily found., It is difficult enough now to
get anybody to do a hard job voluntarily and I would like to say that
nothiﬁg as far as we arec concerned on this side of the House, we will
not éllow ahyfhing that happens in'this House in any way to refiect

however much'you may say you don't want to, on the integrity of the
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people who run the Corporation because it is in maintaining their
integrity here that we can give them the best encouragement to do

the hard work which they are doing entirely voluntarily and for the
public good. And only three weeks ago the Chief Minister was
eulogising television for their alertness and good work when he

was presenting the budget and he was talking about the increase in
licence fees and there I must say I entirely agree and he anticipated
because I deliberately allowed myself to speak as late as possible,
not as late as the member who has just come in, but I entirely agree
with what Major Gache has said about this. I entirely agree and in
fact it is not fair, under any circumstances, to come here with
insinuations. In his reply the mover may say I never accused Mr
Mascarenhas. I:never accused so and so but look at the trend of it.
Look at the whole picture presented, It is a pity because perhaps the
television as a media as important as it is, perhaps for the endourege~
ment of those who are working in it woluntarily, deserves a debate;
but a debate that is not motivated by ideas of publicity and getting
into the bandwagon but a debate that is motivated by the highest
principles of maintaining this, The Chief Minister said they don't
show enough about how good Gibraltar: is, they don't publicize the new
buildings: First of all I don't agree with that, I think they put it
too much but, anyhow, that is my subjective view, But do you want a
television that you might even confuse yourself except for the
language, whether you were in Channel 10 or in Chamnel 6? Do you want
to see the Ministers coming and going and kissing their wives as they
arrive at the airport and saying how many millions they have spent on
this and the biggest dam in the world and the biggest factory on thate.
Is that the kind of television we want? Because we could build up
that kind of television in Gibraltar even with our limited things,
because I am sure that the Chief Minister does a few visits every
weck here and there. Do you want that? Really? Is that what the
people want? The people don't want that I am sure. What the people
want is & genecral picturc ~nd a general picure of Gibraltar is the good
and the bad. Of course if there is a new block of flats and there is
a topping up ceremeny there should be a picture of this so long as it
is not the same Minister who appears one day after the other and so on,
But of course if there is a building where a tarpaulin has been
forgotten to be put and it gets leaky and a new house leaks and the
person concerned gives notice to a newspaper, that's news, of course
that's news. It is what is happening in our city and if we are going
to pretend that everything that ishappening in Gibraltar is good then
it will be Channel 10, Because if you see Channel 10 you will see that
there may be riots in Bulgaria and in Vietnam but nothing of what
happens in Madrid or Barcelona. No, don't put the Housewives on this

thing. They were pretty quickly dealt with otherwise by the Government,
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very ably I must give them full credit for that, but the account of

the demonstrations; no don't give that, that is unpleasant, that
reflects on the Government and this is why we must be very careful,
because on one or two occasions, I am sure that only by a slip of the
tongue the Chief Minister referred to the Government buys films and so
on, of course he meant the Corporation but this is the mentality that
we've got to take away from the attempt at saying that what is rosy, what
is good, is what I think is rosy and what I think is good and what

this Government is doing. This is the danger and this is why the
Government is completely wrong in their approach to the matter because
what they would want is even more publicity to what they are doing that
nobody else has done because the world started in July 1969. Now there
has been reference to accounts and this, of course, is a very serious
matter but I would only like to say one word on the multiplicity of
companies which I think though Major Gache made a very detailed
analysis of certain facts, one thing that I remember quite clearly is
that this question of the Managing Agents' contract did not came out

of the blue. It was the inheritance of the failure of private attempts
at running a television station in Gibraltar. It must be remembered
that that is the origin of the present arrangementy that somebody

tried to do it commercially, it failed and Gibraltar had to have
television and an arrangement was made with those who were helping the
local people who started television in Gibraltar. But there is
something much more serious than all this when the Mover spoke about the
accounts., First of all the accounts are not the first that have been
published since this Government has been in office; secondly one of the
members of the Corporation is none less than the Auditor General of

the territory or the Principal Auditor I think his title now is. The
Principal Auditor is not there as an Auditor, of course, but he has been
there because of his theatrical or other inclinations which are
appreciated by everybody but nevertheless he is the Principal Auditor

of the Government of Gibraltar. He has becn there as a member. If he
had found anything wrong I am sure that he would have drawn the
attention, not now not last year, not the year before, but long ago that

there was something irregular in these accounts andees.

HON P J ISOLA
Could I say Mr Speaker that in my reference to the accounts what I

said was that the fact that there was a deficit did not necessarily
mean that the group as a whole had had a loss., What I did not, I did
not say for one minute, I did not question the correctness of the
accounts. I want to make that absolutely clear because there are

auditors, Turquand Youngs and everybodye..



HON SIR JOSHUA HASSAN
I wasn't suggesting that that was what had been said. I mentioned
in particular whether the rcport of the auditors is within the terms
of the law or not as seen by the Prinrcipal Auditor of the territory
because the point was made that the report of the auditors said that
the accounts were made on behalf of the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation by Gibraltar Broadcasting Limited. Now this is the point
I make. That is the point I make., If that is wrong which I do't think
it can be wrong, but if that is wrong first of all it has baffled
everybody because it has baffled the Principal Auditor who has been
there so many years and no doubt it has baffled the Honourable

# Financial Secretary and all his wonderful boys behind him who work
there day and night on matters of this nature not to have discovered
that, and if it is said that this is something that has come out of
the blue because it has never been raised before I would say, no.
There has been the closest examination of alil the accounts in relation
to the increase of licence fees arising out of the contractual
obligations of the Govermment to do so. Now, let it not be said as it
was said at the time, "This is a contract" - because I did not remember
and in opposition never have the pepers, of course, = "This is a
contract, that it was entored into by the last Government, we have to
hear it and so all the things were bad before 1969, everything is good
since then" - but it is quite clear from *he rcading of that part of the
contract that the Chie? Minister has read that the Governmeit has had
a whole year's advice and they would have had, the wonderful, golden
opportunity if they thought that the Managing Agents were doing a bad
job to say,"To hell with it. This is our way out, it was here for
another nine years but by God inflotion for ore thing has saved us.
We can get rid of Thomson Television we can get rid of the whole caboodle
and let us do this or let us do thot)' They had a wonderful opportunity,
but he very rightly said, the Chief Minister, very rightly said, we are
not in a position now to go looking around for new Managing Agents.

One thing is certein, whether it is Managing Ageris or whatever it
is one thing must be supreme and I hope we have no difference in this
and that is that the Corporation must be independent in accordance
with this law or whatever law *this House chooses to amend in its
prerogative so that 2°*"ins can ever be said that there is
pressure from the Governmert to do this or pressure from the Government
to do that, Pressure from the Government carries much more weight
than pressure from other bodies and it must be the prerogative also and
the duty of the Government of the day not to pressurise television under
any circumstances, - I am not saying that they are doing it now = but
it is an important thing., It was a principle I adhered to through
years however many conflicts I had with previous Chairmen of the GBC

about matters of general intercst, that the integrity, the independence
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of the television should be beyond intervention by anybody at all

but certainly more than anybody, by anybody in office. Now as has
been said already the purview of all this is in the hands of the
Government without the neod of a motion and, in fact, the Government
was looking at it according to the Chief Minister, and another thing

is that according to the report the directions.of the Governor in
Councid have been reviewed in the time of this Govermment., So they
cannot say this we inherited. They inherited directions because thers
had to be directions under the law, But they have been reviewed and

if you look at page 2 of the report of the Chairman it says "In the
course of the year 1970 the directions by the Governor in Council under
which the Corporation operate were revised in the light of experience
and to teke into account changing circumstances. New directions were
issued in November 1970 and these included various proposals made by my
Board including those on political broadcasting referred to in the annual
report for 1969"., Then it goes to speak about 'X' films because all
these things are of great importance so that really the directions

of the Governor in Council which at present regulate the way in which
the Board has to carry out its duties were the actions of this Govermment
and if they are not satisfied they are entitled to say so to the
Corporation and to seek preferably their approval as was done in this
case or convince them that there is need for a change of directions.

So long, and I think it is fair to say, that the changed directions -

I was also asked by the Deputy Governor to see the new directions, T
made one or two suggestions which were not accepted but I know what the
directions are and I was given a copy of what the directions are as
Leader of the Opposition., = Nothing very very extraordinary, It will
have to change in time no doubt in two or three years or next year, it
may require a little changing., This is a matter that happens every day
but this is the responsibility of the Governmment and I am sure that the
Government will carry out this responsibility and it is because we were
convinced that the Govermment were carrying out their responsibility
in this respect and because we were convinced with what the
Financial Socretary and the Chief Minister said about the need to
revise the expenditure under the terms of the contract, that we®

voted in favour of the increase on licence fees of television. Nothing
would have been easier, nothing would have been more popular than to
have opposed anything that was of an increase nature. Whatever the
Government would have said about the responsibility. Nothing would
have been more popular, We opposed such p%ﬁﬁ%n?%w?he budget which

we thought fit to oppose in the little time / Government aczoss the
table or off the cuff Government as was desoribed, ty the Financial
Secretary/gggrfg expected responsibly from this side of the Opposition

to agree at a moment's notice with the whole measure of new taxatione



122 Y.

Instant Government; at least it is instant approval. So that

really Mr Speaker, I think it is a pity that the motion has been

given this slant. Nothing has been said on the motion that really
endears me to its terms or to be associated with many of the things
that have been said which in my humble opinion should have been

left unsaid until at least there was an enquiry, and I come to the

last of the points made.Whether you say I am making no accusations
whether you say I only want it to be investigated, it is true

and it has becen confirmed by a member of the other side of the House
that you do not in a debate in the House menticn names and make
innuendoes or possible innuendoes before the matter is investigated and
T deprecate the practice for the reasons stated by Major Gache because
this could be the beginning of a witch hunt of many people and
eventually one thing that he didn't say the thing can boomerang against
those who start it because there is nothing more fickle than political
thinking and political life and in Gibraltar in particular one thing

is of the highest of importance cne day and the next day everybody

has forgotten it and something else takes the attention of the publice.
And therefore it is regrettable to say the least that somebody who
whatever may be said of him could, if ke had been a hypocrite or if he
had attempted or if he was biased and felt that the finger should be
pointed at him, could easily have done what many people do, put the
shares in the name of their wives or something else and write under a
pseudonym., If I may say sosmuch regard as I have personally for Mr
Mascarenhas whom I have known a long time, I think his arficles in the
Evening Post are an absolute bore but anyhow that is my own personal
opinion. He makes the world go around him but this is my own view

but he doesn't make any secrets about it. He is beautifully photographed
every day with his pipe in his hand - I think he has aireaiy given up
smoking a pipe but the photograph still has it - but that is neither
here nor there. A man who does not fear that his integrity can be
assailed is a much braver man than the man who hides under a pen name
as many people are still doing, many people whom we know, There is a
famous name of a contributor whose name is John Castle who has a dig
at the AACR every week I think he has got tired of i some time and is
Just resting until he starts again., We all know whe we all think
John Castle is but there it is and nobody worries. Anyhow very few
people read it = really this is not the way in which a matter of this
importance is to be treated. I hope that the interviewer goes from
strength to strength and tears to pieces anybody who goes there be it the
Chief Minister, myself or anybody and let the truth come out., It is the
only way, by clear and strong and courageous questioning so long as it
is balanced, We don't really want interviews like the one the

Honourable Minister for Public Works had when he came from England.
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This really looked like Channel 10, All the wonderful things, the

cost; the millions that have been spent; the money that he was

going to be spend and so on and it was quite mild, it was informative,
it was good, but it was like Channel 10. ,This is a very delicate
matter and I think the less it is touched the better., I'd leave it in
full confidence in the hands of the Government, in the hands of the
Chief Minister to look into what he thinks he ought to look into. This
is what I am only interested, in what he thinks he ought to loock into.
That is why we cannot support the motion because the motion gives him

a directive of concern. My Honourable and Gallant colleague on my

side who keeps me informed of details had given to me various
definitions of concern before the mover spoke but it is quite clear which
of them he was referring to because concern can be related to; affects;
interest omsself; +troubled; solicitous regard; and reference and
relations. We now know that concern is really'worried'and this is what
the Mover has tried to tell this House that they should be worried and
one of the things I have learned in life is never to worry and to
investigate matters quietly and properly. That is why the purpose of
the motion has defeated itself and I think it deserves contempt and

nothing else,

MR SPEAKER

We will now recess for approximately half an hour,

The House resumed.,

HON L DEVINCENZI

Mr Speaker we've heard a number of speakers already. This happens

here very often and we can't help repeating ourselves, However I will
endeavour, as I usually do, to be brief and to try not to repeat what
the previous speakers have said. I will say from the outset that T

do intend to support the motion and because of this I think I must say
a few words in order to Jjustify this. Now I think we all agree that it
is a very delicate question that we are discussing but nevertheless even
if it is delicate and it is, it is also a very important matter that we
are discussing. The timing has been queationed but whatever the timing,
whether it is the best time or not to bring this matter up nevertheless
it has been brought up and I think it should be given a full airing.

The motion has been couched in moderate terms, Perhaps to some people
it may not appear to be so but I sincerely believe that they are
moderate terms., Perhaps the word concerned is the keyword there.

Well, lets face it and here I can assure you Mr Speaker, I am not for a
moment being political but there are in fact a number of bodies or
associations or organisations that have expressed concern about this
and I think it is only fair that some attention should be paid to these

organisations who represent a very considerable number of people in
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Gibraltar. I was somewhat surprised to hear the Leader of the
Opposition when he did say among other things that it was the
Transport and General Workers Union who had brought it up and we
were trying to jump on their bandwagon. Well this is not the case.
T think he also mentioned the Consumers Association and asked "who
are they?" I am very surprised. Either he is ignorant of the fact
of who they are or he was showing some contempt to them by showing
ignorance as to who they arc., Surely he must realise, Mr Speaker,
that the Consumers Association is comp-ued of the Transport and
General Workers Union itself, the Housew . es Association, the Gibraltar
Trades Council who encompass gquite a number of Associations, the
Young Integration with Britain Party, the Young AACR who tery seldom
attend but nevertheless they are members. In fact they represent a

considerable amount of people and they themselves have also expressed

concern. The Hon Mr Peter Isola when Ls ended brought up what he
called a few thoughts, a fgfgpgiy%g, in fact four points., Number one
he said a review of the setup ¢f GBC and B™BS whether there would

possibly be some sort of link up. Now whether there can or camnot be
such a link up I don't know but I woull imagire that thc idea is there,
It is a good idea worthwhile investigating. hethsr it is feasible
is another matter altogether. Again ons in vhich T think even the Hon
Mr Featherstone agreed and this is quite something i.e. greater public
participation with regard to the cholcz of programm>.etc. Here again
I think that it is a very fair thoughts,a very fair siggestion,and I
think again its a very good one too. Ccnditions of service, pay,
allowances; again nothing wrong with that at all ard also this question
of maintaining a balance betweca the giod and to? wiich the Chief
Minister himself also brought up. IJ is a fact and T would ask the
House to believe this because I do say so orecce agoin very
sincerely, that one tends to find t-at the bad side of Gibraltar is
projeccted a bit more often lhan the good side. The Honourable and
Learned Leader of the Opposition did accuse the Honourable and Learned
Mr Peter Isola of being political aboub the whnle thing, of capitalising
on the feeling of the pecople, that they had brought up this question
of an investigation and then he went on himsclf and by jove was he
political, In a very T oway he did begin o accuse the
Chief Minister of wanting everything good to be projected. I did not
hear for a moment the Chief Ilinister saying that everything good should
be projected, I think the Chicf Minislter in a very balanced and very
moderate speech made the point that one should balancz the news
presented and, if anything, if one had to give a choice one way or
another one should certainly steer towerds the good rather than the
bade After all GBC does not reach milliors of people but it does reach
the surrounding area and I think they would be doing a disservice to
5

d
Gibraltar if one were to project more of the bad #hon of the good. Once
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again I think in these discussions some suspicion has been thrown at

GBC generally and I am glad to say that no one, no one at all has for
one moment accused the Board of not being impartial or being biased at all
and I am very glad to hear this, I for one also support this very much
and I am sure that not a single member of the Board is

biased in any way. True it can be said and I am sure that this must be the
feeling of the Board themselves that by implication if same members of the
staff are biased then it cogld be sszid that they are being fooled or are
not doing their job properly. What are they there for that these things
escape their attention? Now, I would hate to believe that they should
think like that because this is not necessarily the case always. It can
happen,lets face it, the members of the Board are like everything else
here in Gibraltar or as many things here, they are part-timers,they

are busy men, I am sure that many of them belong perhaps to other
Boards and perhaps they cannot, much as they would like to, pay all

the attention and be as much on top of the comings and goings of GBC

as they would like to., This is certainly no reflection on them, I do
believe that the dissemination of news and the way they are presented do
tend at times to be biased and I am not being subjective. I have tried
very very carefully to try and see things as they are. This is my
opinion, I might be wrong,I think that this does happen now and again.
Names have been mentioned and I will not delve into that, but it is a
fact that there is some connection between the Head of News and the
Gibraltar Post and that this Head of News is also Head of Production

and is in fact involved with GBC and of course this gentleman is
perfectly entitled to support or have his own views but nevertheless

if the views are there it is very very hard not to show them at times

no matter how much you might try not to. Somehow it just filters
through and this happens and I would like to think whether perhaps

that is the best arrangement possible in the interest of GBC itself,

Now I have already spoken more than I intended to and I do see that

the Honourable and Learned Leader of the Opposition agrees with me very
often. But again the Honourable and Learned Leader of the Opposition

in his speech did say among other things about being popular as they,
the Opposition, if they wanted to be popular all they would have to do
here would be to oppose all measures., Well I think he knows very very
well that it is much easier to agree here and let the Gibraltar Post

do the opposing. They can always come back and say we didn't say so it
was the Gibraltar Post which is more or less one and the same thing.
Anyhow in ending may I say that so much has been said already and much
more is going to be said by the time we end up here that I think it is
in the interests of GBC itself now that this thing has been talked

about so much, it is in the interest of GBC and certainly of the Board in
order tovindicate themselves,that there should be this enquiry or
whatever you want to call it so that the true position will come to

light and if nothing is wrong and perhaps there is not, well let
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everybody sec that there is nothing wrong and perhaps everybody

will be happy for that, If there is anything wrong and even if

there is not but some improvements can come out of this enquiry,

well, then Gibraltar will gain by it. And in view of this I do support
the motion., Thank you Mr Speaker,

HON W M ISOLA

Mr Speaker, Sir, I feel I should really come down to earth because in
about an hour and ten minutes time I should be flying. I have been
listening with great interest to what has been said in this House for the
last three or four hours but I would like to remind the House of the
motion and all it really says is that it is generally concerned about
the Broadcasting services and requests the Government to consider the
position, A lot has been said about the Production Manager, certain
members of this House have been championing the Production Manager,
others have perhaps been giving the idea that he is not all that he
should be, I am not interested in the Production Manager at a2ll, I

am interested in the motion as it stands which is that we are generally
concerned about the Broadcasting Services. Now Mr Speaker, Sir, on
this particular motion the Honourable and Gallant Chief Minister has
said that this is a free vote in which case each one of us is entitled
to vote as our conscious dictates. Some people or some members of

the House have been talkihg about a witch hunt. All absolutely
ridiculous and far from the truth. All we are being asked here is and
to repeat myself is that we are generally conoerne%hggout the
Broadcasting Services. Now it is also being said/the Honourable and
Learned brother of mine has brought this motion to capitalize
on certain sections of the community in Gibraltar., Again how far from
the truth., May I remind the House that,we sitting in this House,
represent the people and if the members of the public start agitating
either rightly or wrongly about certain matters then surely Mr Speaker,
it is up to us to take the matter in the proper quarters which in my
submission is the House of Assembly. Now I may give you two examples
when this has recently come about. There was certain agitation in

the town by certain sections of the community perhaps fifteen months
ago or a year ago I forget, its relatively u=imver'=nt, about the
question of the military service conscription. Who brought this motion
to this House? My Honourable and Gallant Brother and he came to this
House and said there is a lot of talk in Gibraltar about the

neccssity of whether we should have conscription or not and we had a
Select Committec and the result was that as we all know conscription
was abolished. Now that was no witch—hunt.cn the Gibraltar Regiment

at all, We were not saying that the Colonel was a bad man or the
Subalterns or the Sergeants, not at all. It was a general motion of
whether it was essential for Gibraltar, for the defence of Gibraltar,to

have conscription or not. Again recently there was a certain amount of
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agitation in the town regerding air communications, gbout fares

generally. That was no indictment on the Honourable and Gallant

Minister for Economic Development and we had a Select Committee in

which the Minister for Economic Development was appointed Chairman

as we in the Select Committee already know and we are going to discuss
this particular matter, again because there was a certain amount of
agitation in the town, people couldn't get into certain basic set-ups

but I will not go into those details Mr Speaker. There is no doubt

about it, we are just fooling ourselves if we think that there has been
no agitation in recent months about the Gibraltar Broadcasting Service.

I am not saying Sir, that it is right and I am not saying that it is wrong
but there is no doubt about it that there was with the increase of the
licences,there was a bit of an uproar. There was, there is no doubt
about it, People had been comphining in the Press, for instance, that
instead of 4% hours there was only 4. Some people are saying that the
programmes are old fashioned, some people are saying that they are
repeating the programmes. The Consumers Association have made a
statement and they are quite a responsible body which I believe consist
of various members of different Associations. Now obviously I feel

Mr Speaker, that if I was the Chairman of the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation I would view all these criticisms which were thrown at GBC
with concern inasmuch as I when I am criticised in my Department about
my touristic policies, I am also concerned and what do I want to do when
I have these criticisms thrown at me? What I want to do is to look into
them and see whether I am right or whether I am wrong. Now Mr Speaker,
all that is being asked in this motion is that we are generally
concerned about the Broadcasting services and if after all it is not just
us it i®s members of the public and those other people whom we represent
in this House. In my opinion Sir, with respect, I am quite sure that

the Chairman of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation will probably
welcome this motion because he will then have the chance of havingthis
ventilated and he may then come to the public and say,"look,baoys,all
your criticisms are wrong because of this and thatiand if by looking into
the position we were to discover that this and this is wrong I am sure
that the Chairman of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation for whom I
have the highest respect will say "thank you very much, boys, I will
certainly look into this and put the matter right." Now on this

basis and without being personal iny%ggner crform I certainly Sir,

welcome this motion,

HON M XIBERRAS
Mr Speaker, the most important thing perhaps which has been left

many .
unsaid and / important things have been said is the fact that
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Gibraltar does need a television station and needs it very, very badly
particularly in the present circumstances and that once that we have had
a television station, in whatever way it is run and whatever budget,

and whoever the persons involved, the House should bear in mind above
everything that @ibraltar does need a television station, Sir, there

has been some comment in the press about switching over to Channel 10
and not having in fact any kind of transmission from Gibraltar at all.

I cannot associate myself and T am sure Hon Members would not associate
themselves with such a proposition. On the other hand, the television
station which we have must be, of necessity, one that we can afford and
therefore I feel that there is room for concern in looking at our
broadcasting services generally, especially when the Chairman of the
Board himself says- and this was no secret: to members of the House - that
the finances of the Corporation presented difficulty. Those are not his
exact words but that was the sense of what he has had to say in the letter
that has been published. Therefore, Sir, I fed that certainly as regards
the future this is a matter for concern., Our television licences mow are
at about the same rate as they are in the United Kingdom and to go any
higher would certainly invite public criticism, informed or uninformed.
The solution to this problem has so far eluded, I would assume, the
Chairman, Hon Members opposite and Hon Members on this side, but the
House canhot conceal the fact that it is something to think about
particularly in view of the improvement which everyone feels should be
carried out in television which the Chairman himself has said in his
letter he would hope would be possible. Sir, it has been said that the
Government should have reviewed the position fully at the time of the
Budget. Hon Members opposite will know that it is not possible to carry
out a review in depth of every single head of expenditure, every single
time the matter comes to the House of Assembly, but that such a review
in depth is necessary cannot rightly be denied by any member of this
House and I say this not because of personal animosity but because the

facts of the matter are that within the limiations of the Agreement with

Thomson we have practically reached the limit of our resources for improvement.

Let me follow this one up very quickly, however, and say that nonetheless
improvements are being sought in every Government department. We have
heard in this House words which have come to be associated with me, perhaps
about organisation, method, cost effectiveness and so on, and a corporation
in which Government or the people have the major interest cannot be
exempted from such considerations. t is perfectly proper that the finan-
cial position and the working of GBC should be looked at in depth in this
public forum without, I would hope, any personel animosity being ascribed
to those who bring the matter forward. I am sure, judging from my own
experience in Government, that improvements are possible in every Government

department, in any organisation and in any business enterprise. Moreover,
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it is not just a question of cost effectiveness, it is 5 question too of
right conditions and proper service., It is perfectly proper in this House
to discuss the salary of the Director of Education, the Director of
Tourism or any other head of department: Similarly, it is perfectly
proper in this House todiscuss the structure, be it the top part of it

or the bottom part of it, of GBC. Members opposite have from time to time
thrown at this side of the House the question of parties and receptions.
Only today, or was it yesterday, the Hon and Learned Leader of the
Opposition made such a remark, The question of entertainment has been
brought before the House. It is something that should Dbe considered
along with anything else because the mover of the motion has chosen to
bring this point forward, Sir, again 1in discussing the subject before
the House it is our duty as was very ably said by my Hon Friend the
Minister for Education, to give the matter an airing. I do not think

it is in the interest of.anyone involved in this to get more acrimonious
as we go along. Accusations hove come from the other side that this side,
at least one member sitting on this side of the House, has not tackled
the matter properly, but accusations have been raised and innuendoes made
from the other side of the House in response. Sir, I think that the
Mover of the motion is not only entitled but right in bringing this motion
forward. As my Honourable and Learned Friend Mr William Isola, Minister
for Tourism and Municipal Services has said, we have had two occasions
where this House has reacted almost immediately to what was being said
outsido this House and on one occasion on that of conscription the Hon
and Learned Leader of the Opposition on a matter which was perfectly within
the competence of members to raise, and may I say of the Government to
raise but neither has done so, the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition
chose to call the whole process whereby conscription was abolished an
exercise in democracy. On this occasion ulterior motives have been
ascribed. My view is and I made it clear then that we should not in this
House bow to public opinion hut we should face public opinion where
necessary and the solution which was eventually approved by this House

on the recommendation of a Select Committee was not dishonourable to this
House nor do I think that Members would agree to anything dishonourable
being done. Members in this House have reacted against this motion with
vehemence, I would have liked to have seen a more ennmiring spirit
expressed on the other side of the House, However, I think that public
opinion has been reflected on both sides and we are the wiser for it. Sir,
there is no doubt at all that there was public pressure and as my Hon
Priend has said it was a direct result initially of the measures taken

to increase television licenccs. The town perhaps thought the increase
in television licences worse than any other measure broughtat budget time.
It was a question of £2 over a period of a year but yet the reaction here

was the strongest. This general dissatisfaction has been channelled through
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responsible associations who are representative and let there be no doubt
at all about the representativeness of the Consumer Association or the
Transport and General Workers Union, whatever its leadership, and therefore
the matters which are so brought to light should be discussed and have been
discussed. Sir my Hon and Learned Friend Mr Peter Isola, gave us same
points on the method in which the financial position of GBC could be
determined., He made points about subsidiary companies, I feel that these
points are perfectly valid and do not in the least bit reflect on the
mechanical job of doing the accounts and I am sure that Members on this side
of the House are entirely in agreement with me when I say that this is

not the intention of bringing this matter forward. It was said by a
member on the other side of the House, or was it this, that people did

not do a job for nothing and that, therefore, Managing Agnets would charge
a fee but may I say quite clearly that to ignore these considerations and
to ascribe other motives to those who bring them forward can be terribly
misleading, because I do feel that this lies behind a lot of the

informed or semi~informed criticisms which we are getting from outside

this House, It is perfectly fair to say Thomson or whoever it is is
charging so much for performing this service and this factor should be
taken into account when judging the financial position of GBC., If it lms
not been done in the past it can certainly be done in the future, Sir,

the agreement has been changed once alrcady,I do not believe that
agreements are immutable., T believe that agreements can be changed by
mutual consent and what the House has had to say on this motion should be
relevant to the consideration of Government's and the people's relationship
with the Managing Agents for the future. We would not be able to afford
taking again an unfair attitude towards any third party but as in many
things which we have discussed in this House it is the duty of Members

of this House fairly to represent the interests of pegple here in Gibraltar
and we would be failing in this representation if we did not take into
account the facts which have been brought to light by the Hon and Learned
Mr Peter Isola., If a better deal could be done with Thomson then it is

our duty to conclude such a deal and therefore the information is entirely
relevant, Sir, the other question which has come before the House, leaving
for the moment the question of finances, is the question of independence

or the fairness of news programmes. The Hon Mr Montegriffo and other
members across the floor have said that it is difficult, a difficult thing
to determine what fairness is but, in fact, Mr Montegriffo said that it
would not be a good thing to avoid the issue of fairness because that would
border on, and he said Sir: "the test of impartiality is not whether every
body agrees witk you, this is bordering on indifferentism" - this is what
he said, What is, then, fairness? Well one man said; "What is truth?"

and I am sure hedid not get an answer, but yet we have to find truth
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insofar as we can and we8ve got to try to achieve fairness insofar as this
is possible and I can assure members of the House that this debate which
is taking place today has taken place in many other parts of the world.

It took place in France under De Gaulle, it took place in America during
the Nixon/Kennedy confrontations on television, it cropped up in
Parliament - ther® was a recent disagreement about Northern Ireland in
which the Govermnment and BBC were involved - so these are matters which
are regularly brought forward and discussed. ‘i do not think it is fair

to say that it is impossible to be impartial, Can I give an example, Sir?
There was an occasion on which in fact I was involved, the opening of

the Workers Hostel, costing a quarter of a million pounds and GBC gave a
fair acdount of the Workers Hostel, what if was supposed to do and so on,
but it was followed immediately and connected with the derelict cars which
lay in the surrounding area, Now that, Sir, may be construed as Government
doing one thing right but another thing wrong. On the other hand, I do
not believe that this is balance, because the things to be balanced are
not in fact comparable. Sir, it would be very difficult to define
questions of impartiality in a rigid manner but I am firmly convinced
that it would be possible to draw up firm guidelines for the guidance of
those immediatly connected with programmes., This applies, Sir, to the
question of interviewing and I am not complaining that I have myself been
treated unfairly on television on questions of projection of news and these
rules of thumb are in fact cmployed even today I am sure, but nobody knows
exactly what they are. They can be defined and we can learn to become
fairer and more impartial. The technique of presenting a programme can
be improved and believe me, Sir, I am no expert in this particular field,
but I am sure thatlraining both for the persons at the controls; producing
for persons in front of the cameras; for everybody, and indeed we have
training for civil servants and we have training for other people, but
such techniques €an be introduced and are a matter of public concern.

Mr Nixon's unshaven chin was a matter of great concern in America fow a
considerakle amount of time and here in Gibraltar, it is important most

of the time, for instance, not to project criticism of the Budget or rather
not to be talking about criticism of the Budget at the same time as one
projects a film in which members of this side of the House enter/lggby -
this happened the previous day before the Budget - with gregt big grins

on their faces., This is not fair, the juxtaposition of these things is
not fair. It may not sound important but the cumulative effect is most
important. We are noft discussing, Sir, a case of blatant discrimination
against this side of the House. Such blatant discrimination in a place
like Gibraltar would not be allowed to comfinue. We are discussing
something rather more subtle. The Hon Mr Serfaty brought up certain
points, and one good point he made was: Has there been any worsening of

the situation in the opinion of members on this side in recent times to
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occasion this motion and what has been said on this side of the House?
Well, Sir, we will deal/gég%ain examples which, in fact, have come forward
and are of great political importance, politics in the less acceptable
form of the word. Sir, the question of the demonstration in which Mrs
Gloria Parody was interviewed and in which most of thc interview was
dedicated not to the reasons why it had been necessary to bring about the
demonstration but to what the future plans of those or of that particuler
representative, Mrs Parody, were for the following day. I would have said
that in fairness a person that came before the cameras for having led a
demonstration should have been allowed or given guestions to explain the
reason why this demonstration had been thought necessary by the participants
rather than to try to forecast oreven to try to get the person being
interviewed to define clearly and perhaps before time what the next step
was going to be. Sir, there was also the interview of Mr Feetham of the
Transport and General Workers Union gnd on this occasion I clearly
understood that a good deal of that interview if not its entirety, I am
subject here to correction, was on the joint communique and yet there

was a rather unpleasant scene because Mr Feetham in the opinion of some
stood his ground and would not answer questions, too many questions,on
other things and in the opinion of others because Mr Feetham was obstinate,
Very well, was not the joint communique a factor which has not been
discussed before? Is it of no importante at all that the elected members
on the Government side should agree on many important points with
representatives of the Transport and General Workers Union for the first
time, may I add, in many years at least three, three years, a sensible
communique which had been broadcast entirely over GBC both in English

and in Spanish? I would have said that that was a newsworthy and important
thing to ask Mr Feetham abﬁggeas a signatory of that communique. I do

not think that the public/ieft very informed at the end of that particular
session. Sir, there are other voints that I would bring forward as
personal impressions, I do Know that various Associations, including
my party, have representeu thcse things from time to time., Equally I know
that when Mr Peter Plant was in the Chair there was criticism in the
Gibraltar Evening Post constantly of Mr Plant's attitude to members on
this side of the House, But the point about this is that it

is quite  possible that there was wrong done on both occasions. I am

not pre-judging the issue, the point +that I am making is that fairness
doea/gggsist of saying: You will have it smooth for a certain number of
years, you are going to have it rough for another number of years. This

is not the point. It is quite possible as I said to device rules of trust
and it is possible to improve, I am sure. Sir, this is not something which
has been said exclusively from this side of the House. These points have

been raised by other bodies not connected with the IWBP or the members on



this side of the House. Sir, the question of the Head of News has been
raised and this has raised all sorts of comments from both sides of the
House. I think that discussion of this particular post and the conditions
of this particular post is as relevant as discussion of any Government
servant would be in circumstances where he was deliberately and openly
engaged with some enterprise which was manifestly opposed to Government.

I am saying this because as the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition
knows the question of the impartiality of the civil service is a delicate
one as equally the question of the impartiality of the Head of News is
important. In the same way that I believe the Hon and Learned Leader of
the Opposition would not go for the participation in politics of certain
grades of civil servants I believe that it is fair to say that people in
certain positions should not or could not rightly be allowed to engage

in other activities. I think it is a perfectly fair and balanced point.
Let us bring the example of the man in the street who does not know a
particular civil servant in a high position, who sees him writing openly
in Vox newspaper. Let us see him photographed in that particular newspaper.
Is there not reasonable grounds to say that such a person would , could
be excused for thinking that there was some connection? We may be very
wise, Sir, on this side in this House, but I am sure that the public
generally is a different proposition. Sir, I believe that there is an
incompatibility in this matter and the matter has been raised and I shall
not pander to the Board, to the holder of this office or to members on
the other side of the House. That is a fact and a solid fact and that is
a firm opinion on my part. Sir, my Hon and Gallant Friend the Chief
Minister has been praised by the other side of the House for the balanced
%ay in which he has presented the argument, I hope that I have not said
anything which would meke me fall below that standard, However, what has
been said and however it has been said, they are firm opinions and both
with reference to the financial situation and with reference to the
impartiality of the civil service I have a right ahd I think perhaps even

an obligation, when the matter is raised, to voice these opinions.

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, there are two poihts on which I agree entirely with the last
speaker on the other side, Thec first one is that Gibraltar does require
a television station., The Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition has
said on I think more than one occasion,that it is omrfrontline of defence
and I endorse this judgement. And the other part that I agree /Wﬁghthat
no agreement is immutable. They are subject to variation as time goes
past. New circumstances, new conditions, all these can give rise to
changes in the Agreement. But there is little else in what he said that
T can agree with. For example, one reads this motion and when I read it

first, it struck me as rather odd that it said: "Is nevertheless generally
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concerned about the broadcasting services." And I thought, well, of course,
we must be generally concerned about this. We must have solicitous regard
for it since we are providing it with ¢ lot of money. Of course we are
generally concerned with it, but as thisépas developed I have come to the
cpqclusion that that was not it. That what there is/is apprehension about
4hds and therefore it secems to me that this is a peculiar way of bringing
this particular aspect forward. It has been said that the Government gave
great considerationi’and in this I am quite sure they didifto the whole
subject when they were con§idering the increase in rates. This was a
golden opportunity to do Hasks, and they had a year in which to do it.

It was not something that was flung at them for instant decision; they

had a whole year to go through 1t and this is why one then looks a second
time at this motion ggaiwhy it should be brought about this way. Before

I go into the principles as I sce i@,I want to go over a couple of points
that have been raised. First of all some doubt was raised about the
wording of thiflse audited certificate and I think a great deal of play was
made on the fact that the books had been kept on behalf of the Corporation.
May I ask the Government whether they keep the books themselves or whether
the Accountant-General keeps them on their behalf? Which member of the
Government deals with it? Surely, it is the rule, not the exception, that

TN AN § A’
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a third party - because a corporation is not a*&s&y but—a—corporation

appoints somebody to “3 t}maccountlng for them,- fé,nd therefore what I
A &A~,

look for;ls not Whetherl’n their' behalf but whether, in fact, the auditor
is satisfied with the books that have been put before him; that the correct
number of books or correct standard of books v lx ' <5 rogrived in thet
particular organisationyand that the auditor, if he has any qualms at all,
has been satisfied as to the correctness of them and finallx’whether those
books are kept within +the law and in whatever shape it may be laid down
either by statute or by charter or by agreement between partners and

so forth., The other thing that struck me is that here we are saying

that we are to consider the position with a view obviously of investigating
it, but the Government is not the only partner in this organisation; surely
the other partners must be consulted and agree and have a say on the
matter? It is not just us. The next point is that as far as I know the

Board is a Government appointed Board and as far as I know the composition

of the Board is not limited by statute. If the Government is not su?emajloﬁél

@f the way that Board is carrying out its functions surely it can put
ALIs

severalléembers 1nl ; not that I have heard the sllghtest word of doubt

cast on the Board as such. The only doubt of impartiality which has been

cast, I think, is on one member of that stafff“which to me seems rather

strangeZ}ecause if one delegates ones dutics and responsibilities to
another body, another Beard, another anything else, you let that Board

or that body or the persons to whom you have delegated authority get on
with the job, If they don't do it, then you bring the Board to task,

(
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You tell them "Looky you are going off the rails. You want to do this

or that.™ You don't have what is tantamount to a public enquiry here and
give it the publicity that this item hasﬂfaken;‘ We had also the question
of public pressure being brought into it. Well, of course, public opinion
is something which is very important but there should be a certain amocunt
of uniformity about this. So far as I know there was not the same alacrity
shown in dealing with the protest march of the Housewives - not the
Housewives Association but the Housewives - as is being shown to the
public concern which is being expressed on this item, I don't know by
whop, but my name was linked, I think, with my wish to see interdialling
facilities between the four exchanges. There is nothing further from my
mind that there would be an gssimilation because I know it just would not
work, In the same way that the assimilation between GBC and BFBS is an
absolute non-starter. The BFBS has a very definite charter which is
applied worldwide and no cxception would be made for Gibraltar. That is

my own personal opinion., But having had a certain amount of experience

on that side I think I would not be very far wrong. That charter would
have to be changed with the approval of the British Government and the
Cabinet and I think this is much too trivial a matter to have to get to
that level bacause the charter is a worldwide charter. Then we come to
this impartiality, whether one puts too much of this kind of news on

or too much of that., Surely the object of the exercise is to put over
news. News as the person who has to put it over sees is and not as we

see it., In other words, I think it has been said more than once that
beauty is in the eye of the beholder and so is uglihwessy and so is what

is neW%'and what is ngtnews. Neither can I accept the premise that '
because the Director of #m Education's salary can be dehated in this House
we should be able to debate the salary of employees of a private company.
One is our direct servant the other is a servant of a corporation in

which we have an indirect responsibility. The terms of service of the
employees of any organisation is not subject to the pressures of one
individual partner and finally, befors I leave the question of news, I think
it is an accepted axiom that whereas good news gets into the communications
media fairly often, it is much more common for bad news to get into it
:Because this is human life, and this is what people buy newspapers for,

not to read about the good things but about the horrors that go on in
this world. This is why even today papers are splashed and television is
splashed with Vietnam, although to the average man in the street now,
unfortunately, this is taking a very back seat; we are much more concerned
with ou¥ own immediate problems here. But what I found a little nauseating
was the reference or the implication, call it what you like, that the Head
of News was not acceptable because he was linked with an anti-Government
newspaper. Am I to surmise from that, that he would be acceptable if he

wrote for a pro-Government paper? Surely not; so the emphasis has been
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pPlaced on the wrong accent., A question was raised about training. I have
seen on many occasions reports of technicians and other staff in GBC
going&ﬁ@'training to the United Kingdom. Obviously this is one sphere

in which you cannot bring cxperts out here because we haven't the
facilities, so I think in that respect we have lit tle to complain about
that GBC do try within the limited resources, to keep up-to-date. Once
again, on this question of bias, I suppose we could from this dide get

up and say "We have heard little or no information about supplementary
questions that we ask in this House". All that one ever gets is the first
question and the prepared answeﬁ[whereas we all know, I think, that the
sting in questions is in the tail, in the supplementaries. But this is a
fact of life, We have to live with it. A mention was made about the
agitation by the Consumer Association. I have a great deal of respect for
them, but I am not convinced that they are representative in themselves.
They are, as far as I know, and although they are doing great work in the
field of consumer items, so far as I know they are a selection of represen-
tatives of other bodies and not fully representative of all the bodies

in Gibraltar, And perhaps I 'd better come to the witch huht which was
mentioned by the other side. I think the word, the term, was used from
the other side, not from this side, but surely, it is a matter of personal
opinion what is a witch hunt or what isn't a witch hunt. Persecution of
one individual may be to himself, calamitous, the end of the world, and
to another person something that is water off a duck's back. Once again
the degree igNEhe eye or in the mind of tige pebson concerned. Finally,

Mr Speaker, I am stil%zaespite all the arguments that have been put forward,
very sound arguments in some cases, some trivial in other cases, and some
downright useless, not to use stronger tirméz:l am not canvinced that

the method chosen to bring this matter = s %0 have it put right, if
indeed it wants to be put right, is the correct one. In my opinion, this
is one which should have evolved from the Government itself when it
reviewsed the increased licences and it was on that premise that we on this

side accepted the higher fecs,

MR SPEAKER:
Does any other Hon Member wish to speak on the question before the House?

I will then call upon the Mover to make his reply.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am very grateful to the great number of Hon Members
who have spokem on this motion and have given their views, I hope freely
and frankly and not under pressure from anybody., I think, Mr Speaker, you
will agree that my motion had a number of aspects and I concluded summing

them up; four of them in fact, The Opposition in their interventions
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have riveted their attention on my fourth conclusion which related to
bias and accordingly provoked a general debate on the question of bias

by the Head of News which was not the intention of the motion, whatever
Hon Members opposite may thinks¢ The Hon Members opposite have seen fit to
impute improper motives on the bringing of the motion. The Hon Mr Serfaty
said that I was capitalising on something or other and the word motives
and motives ran right through the Opposition arguments. You are aware,

Mr Spezker, and I am aware that it is one of the rules of this House

that no Member can impute improper motives to any other member. I hate
allowed the breatch of this rule, I have allowed the Opposition to have
their full say because I am only too aware how strongly they feel on this
subject and I felt I ought to let them talk, but since they've mentioned
the question of motives, Mr Speaker, I think I must go into my motives as
to why I have brought this motion., Lots of things have been said about
the motives. In fact, the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition finished
his, as usual, illuminating address by saying he only had contempt for

the motion. Those were his final words as he sat down with a flourish.
But, Mr Speaker, I would like to remind the House that this is the fourth
motion I have moved in the House and the first motion you will recollect,
Mr Speaker, I moved on the guestion of obtaining for the people of Gibraltar
real United Kingdom citizenship., The motion was passed by the Housee.

The Opposition, I think, abstained. Later on they were subscribers to a
communique signed by all the ropresentative bodies of Gibraltar which asked
for United Kingdom citizenship for the people of Gibraltar with all its
attributes which is not real, of course, with all its attributes is not
real, Well, that is a matter of opinion or interpretation, but later they
were signatories to that. No accusations then of improper motives. They
jumped, as they call it, on the bandwagon, Thenthere was the next thing;
Conseription,Mr Speaker, I raised the matter there because I was concerned
and there was general public concern and it is one of the duties of the
elected members of this House especially those not holding public office
to raise matters of public concern, What the devil do they .elect us

here for? I produced that and I rsmember the Hon and Learned Leader of
the Opposition saying how responsibly and well I put the case and we had a
Select Committee, unanimously agreed by the House, Conscription went out,
- no bandwagon allegations there - everybody thought it was a good thing.
Now we have my last motion, Mr Speaker, as my Hon and Learned brother has
already mentioned on the question of air communications, a matter of

great concern to the economy and to the people of Gibraltar. No, no
imputation of motives, but they jumped on the bandwagon too, if they call
it bandwagon. I think the Hon Members of the Opposition have a queer

idea of what the purpose of this House is. You see, I know they've got

a newspaper and I know they can attack the Govermnment there whenever they
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like and they do it,not once a month, they do it every day. Well
I haven't got such a newspaper Mr Speaker and if I want my views heard
and I want to put forward something which I feel is constructive, this
is my forum, And I think it is a matter of some surprise and maybe a
matter of some concern to the electors when the time comes that the
Opposition after three years have not put a single motion d own in this
House with constructive proposals that can be for the benefit of the
public of Gibraltar. Not one. They have said 1lds of things in the
Gibraltar Evening Poste. Therefore, Mr Speaker, this thing of imputing
motives or wrong motives only arises in the case of the Broadcasting
Corporation when it so happens thet the Head of News is a shareholder in
the Opposition paper of which two other shareholders sit in this House.
Then, then its the witch hunt,itis improper motives and the whole lot.
I knew that I was going to have all this thrown at me and sure enough it
came, The Hon Mr Featherstone said I was Deputy Chief Minister in the
last Government at the time the agreement was signed., Wellsit might
interest the Hon Mr Featherstone to know if I told him that I was very
concerned by the way that agreement was pushed through in 1968. It might
interest the Hon Mr Featherstone to know that I did not agree with it and
it might interest the Hon Mr Feathorstone to know that for three years now
since this Government has been in power I have been complaining ef a lot
of the matters concerning Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation in the way
that the Hon Major Gache suggested that I should. I have been doing it.
Don't think that this motion comes just out of the blue. It comesafter a
series of complaints, of instances, and so forth and I thought it opportune,
that is true, I thought it opportune when I found that I was not alone in
my worries about the Broadcasting Corporation, that there were a lot of
other people also worried about it and if it wasn't so tragic and it
wasn't so undemocratic, one would have to laugh at the suggestion of the
Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition that he only has contempt for the
motion. That he has contempt for a motion that is restrained despite _reat
provocation, if I may say so, or great encouragement from the public
outside, is restrained and asking Government to look into it. A motion
that obviously has the support, whether the Hon and Learned Leader of the
Opposition - likesit or not, of a great number of people in Gibraltar,
The way the Hon and Gallant Col Hoare dismissed the Consumer
Association as unrepresentative really flabbergasted me because on it sits
a representative of the Gibraltar Trades Council, I think that more or less
encompass every trade union association in Gibraltar., The Young Christian
Workers, the Transport and General Workers Union, I know they only

represent 100 workers or so, but they still represent 100eeess



HON LT COL J L HOARE:{}@A
Wht I meant by that 1nglthoubh they are representatives I am quite
certain that they don't go to their membership on every issue which they
discuss at the Consumer Association and therefore in that respect they
are representative of themselvesapmﬁwg

\
HON P J ISOLA:
Yes but, of course, we Hon Members in this House don't go to the
electorate on every issue they have, we are elected to judge it. We are
elected to judge the feeling of the electorate the same way as Uhions,
Committees and Associations, I presume, are elected to their office
to use a certain amount of scense of judgement, but as I was saying,
the Gibraltar Housewives Association, the Young Integration with Britain
Party, the Young AACR who have only attended, I understand, one meeting;
and the Shop Assistants Association. Well if the membership of all these
bodies who surely represent quite a considerable number of people, in
one way or another,objected through their bulletin which has been
published and takestwo pages on GBC, we might have had a letter in the
press complaining pbout it. Instead we got letters in the press
complaining about the Broadcasting Services in Gibraltar so for the
Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition to say that hehas contempt for
the motion to my mind is an arrogant affront to democracy and the rules
by which elected members who are elected to this House must be governed,
Of course we must take account about public opinion. O f course we must
listen to it, assess it and decide on our action., It has been my view
for a very long time, and the Hon and Learned Leader of the Oppositior.
knows this, I have been concerned about the Broadcasting services. The
Hon and Galdant Chief Minister knows it. Well, what do I do? Just keep
on writing letters to you all. I come to the House and put a motion dowm
in this House. That is what we are here for,to discuss matters of great
public interest and the fact that we have been discussing it now for five
hours and that every member except one on the elected side has participated
is ample pmof that it is a matter of public interest, Mr Speaker, the
Opposition have been so obsessed with the question of touching the Head
of News that all their arguments on this motion - and there was some good
arguments - have been forgotten in allegations that I am after the Head
of News or that the Mover is after the Head of News, and nothing if further
from the truth. What I want to achieve by this motion, what I want to achieve
by this motion is to get the wheels of justice going, to get fair play
for all and that includes the Head of News.. The facts that I have put,
that I was compelled to put, were an indication which, and I didi't put
many, Mr Speaker, in fact other Hon Members on this side of the House have

given lots of instances of‘bias, I only save one which I thought was glaring.



140 6.

I can give more but I am not going to though, because I thought and I
believe that the purpose of this motion was to get this moving and being
looked at. There is concern among the public, there is concern by Hon
Members and a good number of this House. Let's get the wheels goinge.

Why shut it? Why oppose the motion? Why say No? If there is nothing

in what has been said I would have thought the Hon Mr Featherstone and

the Hon Mr Montegriffo who have been in the van of the attack on the

motion on the Opposition's side would have welcomed it. They said
accusations are being made and none have been made,Mr Speaker, but they
were saying accusations are being made by the Mover, - and they will
vote against the motion, Well, why not vote for the motion? We want

these accusations that we say that you are making, we want them investigated.
We want to prove to you that there is no bias on the part of the Head of
News in GBC. This I would have thought was the proper way and the motion
was deliberately couched in these terms not to give offence. Now a lot

of play has been said about "nevertheless the House is generally concerned
about the Broadcasting Services". ¥Well, I have given reasons why we are
concerned., I have talked about the set-up, I have talked about all sorts of
things but generally concerned is not just about the past, we are

concerned about the future. I would like to end this bickering that goes

on all the time of the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition occasionally
objecting, I objecting, the Chief Minister objecting, the public objecting,
the public demanding enquiries. Well, let's start looking at the thing
reasonably. Let's start looking into it and I would have thought that

the Hon Members on the Opposition side instead of imputing improper motives,
instead of throwing counter allegations at me would have we” comed, if in
fact I was making accusations, would have welcomed the opportunity to

clear the whole thing up once and for all, but they haven't and the public
will wonder why. Mr Speaker, somec rough words have been said about my
having mentioned the name of Mr Mascarenhas. Only yesterday the Hon

Mr Montegriffo in 'I say' said:"Hypocrites, thats what we are." Would I
not have been a hypocrite if I had not mentioned him by name? Everybody
knows who the Head of News is. Everybody knows who is the Head of News
Production. I would have been called a hypocrite and that I am not,

Mr Speaker, and I thought that in this particular case, muck as I di not
like doing it, but because we have a situation not brought about by the
Head of News, perhaps, but we have a situation in whichthe Head of News
signs hiygself as a shareholder in & newspaper with two other elected members
in the House; in a newspaper that is constantly attacking the Government
sometimes perhaps with justification, others certainly not. In a newspaper
in which his face is appearing every day. Befause of that, that was a
matter that had to be brought out if we are going to talk of this subject.
It must have been obvious to the Hon Members opposite that it had to be brough'

out, and there are a number of solutions which I will not postulate here
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in this House, but on the question, Mr Speaker of bias; there have been
a number of instances given in this House and I would have thought that
because instances have been given in this House the Opposition would
welcome further enquiry in their own interests. We have $he Minister
for Medical Services., I thought of all the instances given those were
the most significant. Three times the Broadcasting Services have been
called apparently to the hospital. The first time no film in the camera,
the second time the film breaks down, is spoilt, and the third time they
come and drink and eat with their cameras and don't put anything and we are
told that it was Mr Bernard Linares who gave the prizes. These things
click in peoples minds you know, Mr Speaker, and this is sommthing which
has to be enquired into, let's face it, its got to be enquired into, It
may be the Head of News had nothing to do with it, but he is in charge of
production, Mr Speaker, the Hon Mr Abecasis said he could not decide on
this motion without a month's notice of watching GBC., Well, you know, that
is a very good idea and I would join the Hon Mr Abecasis and other Hon
Members in having a look back and o look forward to all the news presentation.
I could suggest some very interesting ones especially at the time of the
ministerial visit to Gibraltar by a 3ritish Minister in 1969, in the second
helf of 1969 and other instances. I can produce quite a few, These are
matters that of course are the things that I would like looked at. The
motion here if its passed does not mean that /theighgghdemend, kaput, of
course not. It is asking the Government to look into the matter and we
have had other instances from the Minister of Labour and Social Security
and other Ministers on this side of the House, Mr Speaker, Sir, I am
frankly surprised that the Opposition, if they feel accusations are being
made, are reluctant to allow them to be looked into; are reluctant to
allow the Head of News to defend his position; are reluctant to allow
the Broadcasting Corporation to defend their position, I am most surprised.
Mr Specker, I don't think I've got anything more to say. The arguments
have been put on both sides fairly fully, I think, and I can only end by
reminding the House that I was asking as a result of my motion, I was
asking the Government to look into four things; one was review the set-up
of the relationship between Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation, Thomson
and the Government, look into the position of British Forces Broadcasting
Services. The Hon and Gallant Col Hoare said "That!s not possible",
Is he speaking for the Ministry of Defence? I don't know. I am asking
them to look into it. It may be pessible, it may not, but let us look
into it. The question of ensuring greater participation in GIC; the
Hon Mr Featherstone agreed with me on that. The only sign of agrecment
I got for iy motion from the other side., Relate the conditions and
salaries of Government and members of the Gibraltar Broadcasting

Corporation; not a word from the Opposition on this. I would have thought
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that this was a very important point in the interests of everybody. In
bhe interest of the people in GBC, in the interest of Government civil
servants to preserve relativity. Only the other day the hospital nurses
or the hospital staff were making a big row about it, weren't they? I mean,
you could have seen it all on television fery fully. Only the other day
they were doing thaté The question of rclativity: I would have thought
Hon Members opposite would welcome this, but not a word about it. Finally,
of course examining the position of maintaining the independence on the
ground. The words I used were "maintaining independence on the ground

by ensuring that those handling all news programmes and production are
entirly independant and appear to be so" and I would just like to end with
one little thing on this question of "appear to be so". I was once
engaged on a case many years ago against the City Council, in fact when
the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition was Mayor, and in the middle
of the case one of the jurers was asked to retire, on the objection of the
lawyer for the 8ity Council, on the grounds that he was the father of
somebody who had worked in my office as a clerk a year before and the
Judge asked the jurer to withdraw. Th~t is the point, Mr Speaker on
"appear to be done"; that is the significance of bringing up the

question of the shareholding by the Head of News in Associated Periodicals
Limited, That is the significance of bringing up the fact that his face
appears every day in the Gibreltar Evening Post. That is the significance
of the fact. We are not just concerned as to whether there is or there
isn't, we are also concerned with the appearances of it., Mr Speaker, I
can only end by appealing to 2ll Members of this House to support the
motion in the interests of eve.ybody concerned in the Broadcasting
Services and if nothing eclse, in deference to the very substantial body
of opinion in Gibraltar that has shown dissatisfaction. I commend the

motion to the House,

MR SPEAKER:
I now put the question on the torms cf the motion proposed by the Hon

Peter J Isola, and I would like to invite some Member to ask for a division.

HON SIR JOSHUA HASSAN:

I ask for a division.
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On a division being taken the following Hon Members voted in favour:

The Hon Miss C Anes

The Hon J Caruana

The Hon L Devincenzi
The Hon P J Isola

The Hon W M Isola

The Hon Major R J Peliza
The Hon M Xiberras

The fcllowing Hon Members voted against:

The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon E J Alvarez

The Hon M K Featherstone
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
The Hon Lt Col J L Hoare
The Hon A P Montegriffo
The Hon A W Serfaty

The following Hon Members ahstained:

The Hon Major A J Gache
The Hon R H Hickling
The Hon A Mackay

MR SPEAKER:

The result of the division is that there are seven votes in favour of

the motion; seven votes against the motion, and three abstentions and

in accordance with our Constitution, Clause 44{L4) and our Standing Orders,
Order 54(1)(d), which are worded cxactly the same, and which I will

read: "If upon any question before the Assembly the votes are equally
divided, the motion shall be declared lost.", I therefore delcare the

motion lost.

LADJOURNMENT
The Hon the Chief Minister moved the adjournmenf of the House sine die.

The House pdjourned sine die.

‘The adjournment was taken at 8430 p.me. on the 4Lth May 1972.
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