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to gardens and open spaces in view of recommenddtion 12 of the
PA Management Consultants Report? Or is he aware of
recommendation-12 of the P.,A. Management Consultants Report, in
which case I could read it to him if he has not got it handy.

HON LT COL J L HOARE

Yes, Mr Speaker, i have read it, and I agree with a great deal

of it, but we are dealing with up-keep of gardens and open
spaces and this is the labour force that we use continually to
keep these open spaces( which have been prolleatlng) tidy and
clean and in a fit state. There are employed in this, one
Leading Hand and ten Gardeners; six Skilled Labourers, and ten
Labourers ...

HON W M ISOLA -

"I am not asking for the number of Gardeners, not at all. I am

asking what improvements, if any, are being made: I am not
interested in how many gardeners the Minister has. I hope he
has very good gerdeners because by the look of some of the
gardens in Gibraltar I sometimes think that he has no gardeners
at all.

HON LT COL J L HOARE

It is what I inherite&, Mr Speaker! I am trying to explain a
figure in these Estimates of £31, 800, which I think is what we
are debating, "Upkeep", and includes the wages of the people
concerned, the tools, the repairs, the maintenance, brickwork,
things like that: the fertilizers, the seeds, the trees the .
plant pots, electrlclty etc., etec.

Now, 1f he“is‘asking me where T am g01ng to put my next garden0 :
T would say that I w111 know when I can flnd g .10 t to put a v
garden.,e- ‘ : :

HON W M ISOLA

Mr Speaker, the Minister has still not answered my question. I
am asking him if he is aware of recommendation 12 of the PA
Management Consultants Report, and in view of Recommendation 12,
what does he intend to do with the £31,800 he is asking us to
votes I am not asking how many skilled gardeners, or whether
he has inherited the gardeners or not. Has he any plans on the
question of upkeep of gardens in view of the Recommendation 12
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of the P.A. Management Consultants Report.

UON WY LT, ol T WoALg

My intention, Mr Speaker, is to keep those gardens and parks ..

because whilst we are talking about gardens, we are also talking
about parkse=which are used very extensively by the children all
over Gibraltar, and we are keeping these going. If he is try-

ing to tell mc that I should have more, well, it would not come

under this vote in any case.

HON W M ISOLA

Mr Speaker, in view of what he says, that he is trying to

maintain these gardens, can the Minister tell us, for instance,

since it is under the heading of Upkeep of Gardens, is he

satisfied with the state, to give one example, of the garden by

the Cathedral of Saint Mary the Crowned and opposite the

Cathedral of St. Mary the Crowned. Is he happy with the Upkeep.
this particular moment of time?

HON M XIBERRAS

Mr Speaker, I think the comment from the Honourable and Learned

the Chief Minister before, in respect of the Improvement and
Development Fund, helped matters along.. But if the Minister is
going to stand back and rattle off a whole list of the staff

under his control, this is not going to help matters at all, he

is not answering the question. So, if he has plans to

implement the recommendations of the P.A. Revort would he please
stand up and say so. If he is only goin, to keep doin_ what he
has he should perhaps say so. This money is simply to
keep going what we have but we intend to do nothing for
the P.A. Report, or the money is in the Imprevement and

Development Fund. This would hold along the business
of the House. '
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HON LT COL J L HOARE

I have said three times that this is for the upkeep of gardens,
not for making new gardens. "Upkeep of Gardens", that means
those that exist to-day. ‘

HON W M ISOLA

Recommendation 12 does not talk about new gardens, but the upkeep
and the beautification programme of the main tourist roads. I
might suggest that he might, at a later stage, read that. But
now can he answer my question since this concerns the upkeep of .
gardens and I am sure that the Minister for Tourism, Trade and
Economic Development is interested in this since this affects
not only tourists but of course our residents in Gibraltar.

Is the Minister happy with the upkeep of the gardens at the
Cathedral of St. Mary the Crowned, by the Cathedral, and opposite
the Cathedral.

HON LT COL J L HOARE

The flowers there are those which were there when we came into
office. Those gardens are continuously being weeded and,
cleaned up. It is my intention, in the Spring, instead of using
a lot of these ice plants and things like that, to use annuals
which are colourful and which at the end of the year can be
wrapped up and next year we can have new ones. (Hear, hear).

HON W M ISOLA

Mr Speaker, can the Minister state how many trees has he planted
along Devil's Tower Road this year? Mr. Chairman, we are being
asked to 'vote £31,800 for the Upkeep of Gardens and Open Spaces,
and I feel that we are entitled to know what progress, if any,
the Minister has made in this respect, especially when only last
week, to quote from the answer we got to a question, Mr Speaker
he said "We are always looking at ways and means of beautifying
Gibraltar," I am not interested in words, I am not interested
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that he is looking for means and ways to beautify
Gibraltar, unlcss he makes a positive attempt to
beautify. May I ask him another question: is he
happy with the state of the Piazza outside this
House of Assembly? -

HON LT COL J L HOARE

The first onc was the Cathedral of St. Mary the
Crowned? Oh, no, Devil's Tower Road. Trees in
Devil's Tower Road arc being constantly broken. Not
only in Devil's Tower Road but everywherc. : But there
1s a particularly bad patch around Devil's Tower Road
between the Laguna Estate and the RAF Station. As -
far as the Piazza is concerned, it has been cleaned
regularly, it has been wecded and we even got the
fountain to work this year, which it had not done for
a couplec of years.

HON A J CARUAINA

Mr Speaker, it saddens me to see a Government being so
frivolous on such a very serious item such as the Head
of expenditure for the Upkecp of Gardens in view of the
fact that the moncy being voted is for places which
are becoming very popular wi th the public, mothers go
there with their children in prams; Waterport for
cxample, they inherited that, Mr Speaker, but we
inherited a mess there with caravans and so forth and
so forth. And after the Minister plants his annuals
will he make sure that he has a vote for workers so
that they can be watered? Will the Ministor give
serious thought in this particular vote to making one
of these units a self-contained unit of upkocp of

Parks and Cardens similar to the Emecrgency Unit to
which we provided a van ctc., etc., because that is the
only way of tackling the job. Unfortunately, I was
half way through tackling that job, when the disaster
happened. (Cries of "Hear, hecar" and "Shame"). -
Shame or not there is a public uproar today in the press
and clsewhore about the state of the gardens, and I
think we are entitled to ask the Minister to do his job
in viow of the fact that he walks around a lot, by
inspecting these places and making sure that they are
kept in a clean, tidy and beautiful condition.
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HON LT COL J L HOARE

We have rocontly had most of the childrcn's playground
repainted, and they have bcen provided with new
furniture, and as for Waterport, it has been completely
cleaned, seats have been installed, all the old dumps,
all the old corncrs have becn cleaned. Open spaces
including the parksy tho Bristol Gardens children's
Park, the one at Smith Dorrien Road, they have all becn
cleaned up.

MR SFEAKER

I think we have adequately ventilated the gardens.

HON A J BOSSANO

If T may say so, the Honourable Minister must be
congratulated on his cxtraordinary productivity
bccause he secems to have done a lot of things without
any extra moneyi (Laughter) .

ION P J ISOLA

Mr Speaker, we have had £5,000 for pollution and the
Emergency Services have been upped from £1,000 to
£8,000 and I notice we are now going to have a Coastal
Protection Vote of £900. Can we know what that is
about? It is under our heading, yes. It is on the
next page but it is under the samc heading. Coastal
Protecction: it is a new item. It is item 31. -7

HON LT COL J L HOARE

PS
Mr Speaker, this is a token vote and I havelgot it
marked on my copys so that when we do getebecause
obviously one does not know what coastal damage can be
donepe in fact quite recently there was a great deal of

damage done by storms$ and this is what it is, so we
can get on with 1t without haviang to go to the )
o This at least gives us a chance to {r i

Financial and Development Sccretary
get moving and then, if necessary, we can get more money.
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HON M XIBERRAS

Sir, is it a fact that this new vote, decals with

work which was done formerly under a different vote?

I appreciate that it appcars for the first time in the
estimates. Was this sort of conservation, protection
or what-have-you, done under a difforent vote before?

HON LT COL J L HOARE

I think perhaps the Honourable the Leader of the
Opposition is getting confused with rock falls, which
was another measurc¥that we PRetR™ed. If he is think-
ing of the ma jor works at Catalan Bay Road, this is not
intended for the kind of work of that type, Fhis is for
damages that may be caused by storms.

HON A J CARUANA

I thought the Minister was going to build a dam or a
dyke, or something like that. (Laughter). Well, lot

us clarify the position. We have just now heard what
the Minister means.

Head XI, Public Works - Annually Recurrent, Gardens
was agreed to and passed without ~mondme nt .

MR SPEAKER

Wo will now reccss until 10 o'eclock this evening.

The Committee recessed at 8.5 p.m.

The Committee resumcd at 10.10 Dot

MR SPEAKER

I will remind the House that we are still at Head 11,
page 39 of the BEstimates - Salt Vator Supply.

Head 11, Salt Water Supply was agreed to and passed.
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POTABLE WATER SUPPLY
Hon J CARUANA

MR SPEAKER, with rcgard to the opcration of distillers
there i1s an amount included of £100,000 and I am
wondering at this stage in vioew of what the Financial
and Dcvelopment Secretary said carlicr on in the
proceodings about whate, whether we could get some
clucidation as to what he meant when he said that
thcre was necd to take some mecasure or other to import
water.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Chairman, Sir, I would like to refer to my remark
this morning when I said that there werc certain
provisions not ihcluded in the estimates of which
account would have to be takcn. As T said we do not
have provigion for the import of water but we expect
that we shall have to make provision for the import
of water on which my Honourable colleaguc will speak
I am sure.

HON LT COL J I HOARE

Mr Speaker, because of the very prolonged period
during which we went without any rain coupled with the
very strong easterly winds on one week and the wester-
ly winds on the other, our stocks of water came down
to, I think it was 5.9 million gallons by the 2bth
February. At that particular time there was no sign
of rain and the consumption of water at the present
time was running at something like 2.5 million a weeke.
So that our reserves were down to only a fortnight's
supply and therefore we started importing water locally
by a previous contract that we had, using moncy that
we had got by selling water, when we had a little
surplus, to DOE. So for the year 1972/73 we are
merely using monics that wec had earned, But we have
given authority for the lcocal Importation to carry on
for another month, at the same time and even with that
- I am just going to say keep our heads above water -
it is barely sufficient to meet current demands. And
if by any mischance the North Face Distillcr has to
close down for a week, then we are really in queer
street, so we have ordered a tanker which should be
arriving here round about the 26th April or 27th April,
bringing 4 3/4 .
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millions. Even that is lecss than two weeks! supply.

We are hoping that the threc old faithfuls keep going,
the North Face Distiller, which produces about 1s
million, the wells which produce about B/M million,
and the Kings Bastion Distillcr which produces (T
million a week. We arc just about breaking cven, so
we just could not take that chance and ganble against
the weather breaking s hhbody could have foreseen
that there would be very little rain between December
and the end of February. This is what has depleted
our stocks compseteds. Added to the fact that for
part of that period there were very strong westerly
winds which take tho seca water away from the intake

of the Distiller and at the same time produces great
samdbands round the intake. We had to closc the
Distiller for a wcek during those heavy jadmda. At the
moment, this wmorning, the figuros produced for mo was
a stock of just over 6% millions, which is just over
two wecks supply. In fact if onc remembers that mes juse
cannot work the pumps unless Y& have a base of 1%
million onc finds that ge@ have got just under two
wecks supply even now, so that by the end of April

we shall have another two weeks.i@ut our rate of loss,
without the import from Tangier, is some thing like

Z million gallons a weok. We are not gotting worse
and fortunately we have had a fair amount of rain
during these last couple of weeks which has increased
our stocks by 2 million, but we aroc far, far, far,
from being out of the woods yet. Comparing the rain-
fall up to today, and the corrcsponding period last
year, we had much more rain then and had to import a
tanker in Fobruary 1972 and in April 1972, which
togcther brought in very ncarly 8 wmillion gallons.
That is ignoring the two tankers which werc brought in
September 1971 and November 1971. Rain and
production of water is something which is very much

in the hand of the elerients. Whoever is to blame,
onc has just got to face facts, but water is a thing
which one Jjust cannot gamble with, because it affects
the lives of the whole community.

HON J CARUANA

Mr Specaker, I thank the Honourable and Gallant Mewmber
opposite for his cxplanation of the facts, and in fact
I notice that he has chosen similar words to those
which T have used before when cxplaining to the House
the nced to import water. However, under this Head
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there arec two or threce points which secmed to me very
strange, and it refers in fact to moncy spent in 1972/
73, Why did the Government take the decision to
discontinuc bringing water from Morocco over the last
two months and have now re-startcd on the old contract?

This must have depleted the stocks of water considerably.

Secondly, Mr Spcaker, only last week I asked the
Honourable and Gallant Minister, in view of the fact
that the plant will come =- and by the plant I mean the
operation of distillers - into operation at the end of
September, way after the dry season, llr Speaker,
whether there would be any need to import water during
1973, as a direct result of that, and the Honourable
and Gallant Minlster answered: "I can not say whether
there will be many ma jor importations of watecr".

Mr Speaker, hc has just told us that on the 26th of
February we only had a two week's stock, and on the
19th of March, when the situation was obviously getting
worse, he could not see any need to import water!

I am sorry to says Mr Speaker, that the Minister in
this case has failed to inform the House as to the true
facts of the matter and that in fact it should appcar
in these Estimates, if the dates the Ninister has

given so far are correct of stocks, they should have
known by the timo these cstimates were being prepared,
way back in January, that thore was going to be a need
for the importation of water, irrespective of rainfall.

HON LT COL J L HOARE

There are a couple of statemcnts there which require
clarification.

First of all in January we were still having rain, and
onc does not expect a sudden drving up of the rains
from the end of January to the beginning of March. In
fact, at that particular time - I am quoting from
memory = we were somewherc in the region of 11 million
gallons in stock, becausc we had had a lot of
concentrated rain. I took that opportunity, when the
prospects were that rain would continue, of stopping
the North Face Distiller for its annual overhaul,
rather than wait until later on in the year, so that
it would be producing when we were not getting rain.
As I said before, this is something which is quite
unprcdictable. I have been going through the records
of the last 50-odd years and the pattern was that we
would have had rain continuously until April.
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very Important wmatter as for as Gibraltar is concerncd,
but there is no iterm in the Estimates to cover the

cost of importinc water, in any manncr or form. I
think we have discusscd the matter far cnough.

HON LT COL J L HOARD

Mey I just give onc cxplanation to which I think he
is entitlecd. The impertation of water from .Horocco
was governed by a contract and covercd thie period
June to Scptember and not thercafter. We continuad
it for a couplc of months so that DOE could have it
instcad. At that particular time we had round about
12 or 13 million gallons of wator in our rescrvoirs.
and to have continucd importing water, with the rains
duc at the cnd of Scptembor or cnd of Novomber, was
chancing it going to wastec. And we werc able to keep
going until this becausc it raincd quite heavily in
October, November and Dececnmber. It is only the fact
that we have had this very, very long dry spoll which
have brought our stocks down, added to the fact that
we have had to stop the Distiller for certain periods
bccause of abnormal weather conditionso.

HON J CARUANA

Is the Government then purely going to rely on the
importation of large tankers for water after this
_contract is over or is it coing to take any other stcps
between now and Scotecuber when the new Dosalination
Plant comes into ovpcration.

HON LT CCL J L HOARE

The total contract, fortunately, and the importer has
been very understanding, is on a monthly basis. Wec
have till arout the middlec of thoe month to say whether
we wank. it for the following month, so we arc able to
have a certain leewayo As regards the other '
Distiller I hopc that it will be producing a certailn
arount of watcr during its prc-commissioning run in
Juncs so we are only really having to cover a short
period between now and the end of liay, at tho outsidce.
This is why we arc importing this tanier round about
the end of April, and if nccessary can continue to
import locally until the end of April. If necessary
wo will continue to do this until the cnd of lay. On.
the other hand it might pour betwcen now.and then and
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As to the other point, the fact is that we did not know whether we
could get a tanker, We started making enquiries and it took some
time to establish that there would be a tanker available round about
the 29th. We were not only looking ﬁgrourselves, but we had been
asked by the DOE for a share of this %anker. When we looked at the
picture we said: "ie just cannot do it, we h_ve got to protect our
own people", so they have been looking for a tanker too, I think
there was one available at very short notice in the middle of March,
which they did not take so I do not know what is their position
today, But tankers are not available every minute: You can only
use tankers coming off the stocks, which have not been used for
petrol or oil beforehand., So we took the available tanker, the
decision was taken in the first weeks in March, as soon as we heard
that it was available,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, with all due respect, we are not interested with the level
of water the DOE needs. We know for a fact that the Ministry of
Defence had imported at least two tankers towards the end of last year,
so this should be nothing new to the Department, the fact that the
Ministry of Defence were already short of water, because tankers have
been imported very recently by the Ministry of Defence., The other

one is, that this does not explain the Govermment decision to discontinue
importing water from Morocco; which was done on a daily basis,
precisely in order to economise on the very great expense of bringing
water by large tankers, This was done on a daily basis, and

produced a saving of £30,000 for the required amount of water. This

is precisely why the importation of water went out to tender to some
local charter, or something like that, The Government discontinued
this service but have brought it back into operation. There is
obviously panic and now we want to know how much it is going to cost
the people of Gibraltar to bring in this water which is so essential,
The policy of stopping the importation of water from Morocco was

wrong. I found it strange at the time: I thought that was a crazy
move,

MR SPEAKER:

I am sorry to keep interrupting, because water is a
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then it will not be nccessary to import locally.

HON J CARUANA

Has the Minister told. the House whether he has taken
any further steps to book othcr tankcrs, other than
the one for thc 26th? ,

MR SPEAKER

We arc not going to have any more debatec on this matter.
We are not discussing the importation of water. Can

the Honourable Member point to any item in the Estimates
which corresponds to the matter he is trying to debate,
because I do not sec cees

HON J CARUANA

Potable Water Supply, Opcration of Distillers,
Mr Speaker. .

MR SPEAKER

Anything which appertainstothe operation of distillcrs,
yess most certainly, but not anything that appertains
to the importation of water, and the cost of the

importation of water because it is not a matter in the
estimates.

HON J CARUANA

Mr Spcaker, perhaps I was just jumping the gun.

MR SPEAKER

I can give a fair awmount of latitude, as Isald before,
water being what it is in our community, but I think
we have got as far as we can go in the matter.

HON J CARUANA:

I appreciate that, Mr Speakcr, perhaps Item 67, Purchase
of Water, might come more suitably under potable water
supply, and this is anitemon the purchase of water.



354

MR SPEAKER

Is there an item for the purchase of water?

MON J CARUANA

Following Itom 67: Sweeping of Highways; Purchase of
Water £75,000 decreasc. It is under "Refuse"

Mr Specaker.

MR S PEAKER

But we are not discussing Refuse now, we arc dealing
with potable water supply.

HON J CARUANA

I apprcclatc that, Mr Speaker, but after "Sweceping of
Highways" there is "Purchase of Water", and I am not
sure whether that boclongs there or under Potable Water.

MR SPEAKER

Wo are at Potable Water, Items 50 to 59.

HON J BOSSANO

Mr Speaker, on the cost of the operation of the distiller,
the Honourable and Galland Minister told us that the

two distillers, at King's Bastion and North Face,
produce between them 25 million gallons a week.

Perhaps he could repcat the figures again?

HON LT COL J L HOARE

I said the North Face Distiller produces roughly 1%
million gallons, the wells 700,000; and the King Bastion
Distiller 7 million gallons = 250,000 gallons.

HON J BOSSANO

In recspect of the increase in the cost of running the

distiller the Govermicnt is asking for a doubling of
the vote, and the new distiller will be operational for
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six months out of the year. I would like to know how
much the new distiller is expected to produce, so that
I can compare the cost for six months of the new
distiller with the cost of the existing distillers,
the 1 3/l million gallons a wcek for a whole year.

IHON LT COL J L HOARE

I think, if I remember my figurss the new Distiller is
380,000 gallons odd, which would make it just about
2 million gallons a weeko.

HON J BOSSANO

Mr Spcaker, it would appear that the new distiller will
be almost twice as expensive to run as the existing
distillers, bccause we are voting £50,000 to a plai n

1 3/l million gallons a week for twelve months, and
£50,000 to obtain 2 million gallons a week for six
months . .

HON LT COL J L HOARE

Not really, because one has to have the staff there
beforehand, particularly during the pre-commissioning
trial, and things like that. It is not when it
starts producing, it would bec manncd as soon as the
thing is ready. In other words our own pcople are
there doing the pre-commissioning run.

HON J BOSSANO

In that case, Mr Spcakcr, it would seem to wme that this
is the wrong place to allocate that particular vote.

If they are poing to have the people there before the
distiller 1s thcre they will not bec opcrating the
distillers, so this is not part of the cost of tho.-

woperation..ef distillers.

HON LT COL J L HOARE

Thoy will be "working thc distillers, even though we
will not have taken it over. It is s%ill on trial
runs, and you use this period for the training of. ... -
your own people who are going to operate it when the
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and the other come, you have got to have your own
staff thcre to sce how it runs, to sce what
pcculiaritics it has eand soron.

HON P J ISOIA

Could tho Minister calculatc what would bc the full
cost of running the Viaduct Distiller for one ycar?
Docs hc know how much it is going to cost to run tho
Viaduct Distillcr for onc year? We know how much it
costs to run the North Facc Distillcr for onc year:
can he give the House an idea of how much 1t is going

R e o

to cost to run the other onc?

HON LT COL J L HGREL

T should think a littlec less than the preoscnt distiller
becausce it is a morc sophisticated one. At the same
time it would be producing morc watcr. The staff
requircd to run it will not vary very much from that
which is roequircd to run the othor one, because one
mus t remembcr that it will be going fairly constantly.

HON P J ISOIA

We can cxpoct, subject to their being no increases in
cost ctc.y etc.s roughly £100,000 a ycar for both
distillcrs. We can work on that basis?

HON LT COL J L HOARE ‘

I should say botween £100,000 and £120,000.

Head XI, Public Works = Annually Recurrent, Potable Water
was agrecd to and passcd without amendment.

Hecad XTI Public Works = Annually Recurrcnt, Sanitation
was agrood to and passed without amendmcnt.

Hcad XI, Public Works - Annually Recurrcnt, Rofuse

MR SPEAKER
Now, Mr Caruana.
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HON J CARUANA

Yes, Mr Speaker, I wantcd to bring hcre, because I do
not wish to bcar on your indulgence too much, but we
gct here an item with no number in thce estimates, which
is purchasc of water, yet in the prcvious cstimate it
appcars precisely under Potable Water Supply, which is
its proper placc.

HON FINMANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Chairman, Sir, I am sorry, this is a typing crror.
The unnumbered itom: Purchasc of Water should come up
under the hecading Potable Water Supply and appcar

against Noe57. It would be the purchasc of water, I
am sorry.

HON J CARUANA

Mr Speaker, this is preciscly why I inadvertently
confused the Housec on the question bccausc the two
things are interlinked’. Will the Minister now please
give us an answer as to whether therc will only be one
tanker on the 26th April, or whethcr he is already
looking forother tankcrs as a stand by, bccause as he
has already said, tankers are not avallable just like
that. They have to bc given two or three months
notice. To what extent is this House going to be
committed to the purchasec of water?

HON M XIBERRAS

Sir, on a point of proccdurc. My Honourablc Friend
drew attention to this unnumbcrcd item on Purchase of
Water when wo were discussing the Potable Water Supply.
I think that what we had to say on the Potable Water
Supply was. very much influenced by this item of
purchase of wateor, and I think that if wo had voged
upon the heading Potable Water Supply, without taking
into consideration cxcept what you have allowed through
your indulgence, a caerdinal factor which is the
purchase of water, I really do think that Membecrs
oppositc might have drawn attention to this slip down
to Refuse, had they had the interest of the Housc really
at hceart.
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MR SPEAKER

You arc now frec to discuss it.

HON M XIBERRAS

Indccd, Sir, but the point I am making is that when it
was relcvant to discuss this in the context of Botable
Water Supply, when my Honourable Friend wanted to
discuss it, he was ruled out of order, and no Membcr
on the other side volunteored to confirm what my
Honourable Fricend was saying.

HON FFINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

I am cntircly responsible for the fact that Purchase

of Watecr appcars under Rcfuse. I should have wmentioncd
that and I did refer to it in my opening specch this
morning, as some thing for which, as will be scen here,
we had not made any provision for 1973/7l for these
figurcs. I apologise for that typing slip.

HON LT COL J L HOARE

That would normally have appcarcd in italics beclow the
line becausc no provision is made for anything this
year. In other words it is somcthing which applied
last ycar but not this year. This is probably how

it camec to be put there.

HON J CARUANA

Well, Mr Spcaker, we do accept thc Honourable Financial-
Secretary's explanation on an error which is quite human.
We do not however, accept fully the cxplanation that

no provision has becen included because of the latcness
of the hour, bccause the Ministcr lms given us datcs
which take us back to February, so they already knew the
procarious position of stocks. How they can explain
that when on the 26th February thcre were just two woeks
supply, surely at the becginning of Fcbruary therc must
have bcen a three wecks or four weecks supply. So in
January when you were producing this, you knew already
what the position was.
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When I salid we had two weeks supply that is on the
bagls of coursc that no water is being produced at all.
On the basis of the diffcrence bectwecn production and
consumption at the prescnt time is less than .5 of a
million gallons, the stocks in fact would last for
about 11 to 12 wecks. We looked at this, and we have
been looking at this all the time, but the decision

to import a tankecr, as I said becfore, was not made
until the lst wock in lMarch.

HON J CARUANA

I would still like to know, Mr Spcaker, whe ther the
Minister is contemplating or thinking of booking
another tanker after the April one.

HON LT COL J L HOARE

I am deferring this decision until the 1lst week in
April. We shall then seoc what the rain position is,
what the distillcr is likely to producc, and so forth.

HON J CARUANA

The 1lst April is a very suitable datec to think about
it, Mr Spcakcr, however, since the Minister assumes

on the production or non-production of the desalination
plant, is the Minister assuming that the running-in
period from May onwards of tho new desalination plant
is going to bring him a little bit of water to fill in
his stocks, bccause the possibility might arisc that
that watcr might not bc suiltable at all in the first
few months, and that could be a technical fact. So if
he is assuming that I hope he does not walt till April
Fools Day to take the decision, T hope he makes it
carlicr. :

HON LT COL J L HOARE

T do not know that I said the lst April, I said the
beginning of April. The 1st of April, for the
information of the gentleman, is a Sunday, and T
generally go to church on Sunday and do not work, so I
do not make decisionse. Never on a Sundayl We will
look at this at the beginning of April and see what
the factors arc. We have had some rain this weck and
perhaps we can get somc morc rain for the rest of tho
woek, and then the position will not be so serious,
but we have got this long stop with local importation
of water.

Head XI, Public Works = Annually Recurrcnt, Refusc was
agrced to and passed without ame ndment .
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Head XII, Public Works=- Non Recurrent, Minor Works was
agreed to and passed without amendment.

Head XIT, Public Works = Non-recurrent, Housing

HON J CARUANA

Mr Speaker, can the Minister give the IHouse an
indication, since it is mentioned here on the side note
continuvation of programme, whether the money provided
this year for rehabilitation will be sufficient,
because we included £30,000 last year for rehavilitation
and T am quite sure that the present Government has

not been able to spend it. This year, since there are
going to be more new houses issued, there will be a
bigger number of houses to be rehabilitated. Is the
Minister happy with this? Do the £30,000 include the
tenders which have gone out for the conversion of
basement houses into flatlets which was suggested by
the Housing Allocation Committee. Is this part of
that rehabilitation money?

HON LT COL J L HOARE

At the moment, yes, because there would be a revote

of that £15,000 from this year. Provision was made
for it in this year and if necessary we will take it
forward to next year. = The tenders which came in about
a week ago - I do not even know if they have been
accepted or who has tendered or.anything - but the
position is thatg30,000 is the target. If we want
more we can use the sum that was not used last year,

or if it is still found not to be enough we will get
more money in the supplementary estimate. We are
thinking on this amount and we have a certain number.
of requestsfrom tenants, because this is a very
peculiar item, because you can only rehabilitate as the
stuff comes out. So this year we have done 60 when I
think the original estimate - apart from the 6 major
works - was L5 or something 1like that. And so, as I
say £30,000 is very much a cockshy because one does not
know what will come on the surface. We have got £15,000
which we can call on unspent last year, and if
necessary we will come for some more. But as I say
this 1s very much in the lap of the Gods. Wha t amount
of houses are thrown up and how much rehabilitation
they need. Two unpredictables.
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Head XII - Public Works - Non Recurrent, Housing was-
agreed to and passed without amendment. ‘ ’

Head XII - Public Works - Non Recurrents Port.

HON P J ISOLA

We do not want to be rude to the Port but what work
is contempla ted to be carried out for £1,000.

HON LT COL J L HQAARE -

T have not had any direct request from the department
for that, that was put in because they do come along
every year. T do not know exactly what we are going
to doe. The amount will be made-available to the
Port and they will tell us what they want to spe nd
that £1,000 one.

HON J CARUANA

Mr Speaker, this is an incredible state of affairs,
when the linis ter comes to this House and he does

not know what the work is going to involve. Surely
the Minister must have looked and tried to find out
how this £1,000 are going to be spent. How many
other items that he is steering through the House does
the Minister not know everything about? I can tell
the Minister from the notes here that that money is a
continuation of the programme and a revote from 1972/
73, he does not need to tell me, Mr Speaker, 1t is
there. What we want to know is exsctly what kind of
work 1t is. It is incredible that the Minister does
not know what he is going to do there. And that he
has not had a request from the Department, and this is
one of the worst neglected areas and the lifeline of
our City, where all our food stuff, all our merchandise
comes through the Port, and there are only £1,000, and
the Minister does not know what it is for. Surelyl

HON LT COL J L HOARE

The improvements for that area wss estimated at £l.,3004
Up to the 31st of March 1973 we only expect to spend
£8l5 so providing £1,000 for this year is not really
either outrageous, or silly, or stupid, or anything
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else, it is the part and parcel of the programme.

Which part exactly of that programme they want us to

do first it is up to tlem. They will tell us what

they want this £1,000 spent on as part of a continuation
programme . -

HON J CARUANA

Is the Minister implying tlat the Port Department,
apart from these £1,000 has no other request for
improvements in the port. Surely this can not be the
cases The Captain of the Port must have hundreds of
little requests all over the place. Why is it not
here. Is this again anotler reflection of Government
thinking, another example of cutting the suit according
to the cloth. Come, come, Ir Speaker, there it is,
the Port neglectedl What is the Chamber of Commerce
going to say about this.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can I ask the Minister if it is perhaps to fill one
thousand of the pot holes he is so fond of?

HON LT COL J L HMRE

The Captain of the Port will tell us, in respect of the
£1,000 that we have made available, what are the works
that he wants done, in this priority, because we are
not going to spend £l,300 this year. If we could

only do £8L5 work last year, it is not likely that we
are going to be able to do the rest of the £,300, so
he will tell what kind of work he wants done out of
those £1, 000, This is the object of a continuation
programme . How far we get by the end of the year, and
then follow it up from there.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Mr Speakers I am rather surprised at the man who 1is so
interested in accounting, to give blank cheques as a
Minister, and expect us to give blank cheques also.
Is that the proper way of administering? I would
have thought that if he is putting down £1,000, there
must be a very good reason for those £1,000. Perhaps
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he could tell us what the reason is. Something that the Captain of
the Port is going to ask for? What is he going to ask for, frying
pans for the Fort Department, or what is it?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I should not think so, perhaps a little temperature cooling for the
Honourable Gentleman over there., I said the projects for the
Improvements of the Port come to £4,300, we have done £845 worth
and we are going to get £1,000 worth more done this year.

HON J CARUANA:

Does the Minister know whether this is in respect of the Enclosures,
or the Cargo Handling Facilities and Storage of Goods in the
Enclosure? Can he not even shed a little light on what this is,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

The Captain of the Port will tell us what he wants done with the
money made available to him, what he considers of greatest importance,

HON J CARUANA:

We do not want replies from the Captain of the Port, Mr Speaker, the
Captain of the Port is not responsible to this House. The Minister
is answerable to this House, not the Captain of the Port, with all
due respects, and the Minister can not even shed a little light here,
what this is for! If he cared to do some investigation he might find
out very quickly., I am sure he can come with the answer tomorrow.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, there appears to have been a continuing programme which was
previously estimated at £4,500 of which only £845 werespent this year,
The Captain of the Port, I should imagine, can look after £1,000

and Jjustify evexry penny of it, or is it that it is expected



345

that the Minister should be behind every Head of
Department to see how he spends the money of a
programme part of which he has already implemented.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Mr Speaker, following that argument, quite honestly,

I think we are all wasting our time here. We could
have a number of flgures here and that is that; and
say: "Well, every Head of Department is a good
administrator, why should we doubt that they are going
to administer thelr department well, why put down what
they are doing".,

If the Minister does not know what the £1,000 are for,
he should say so "I do not know, I will find out."

HON CHIEF MINISTER

He said soe.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Nos, no, I am sorry, with all due respects, g Spoaker,
he is not saying: "I do not know" he is saying: "Yes,
that is there and the Captain of the Port is going to
use it for somethlng, but I do not know what that
something is"

What about the Minister for Port, porhaps he could
give us a hand on this one?

HON A W SERFATY

Mr Speaker, I can tell you that I have a jolly good
idea of work which has to be done at the Port worth
much more than £1,000, the Government does not even
know about this because this is still at my level. I
think it is most unfair to laugh at that remark.

There is a suggestion that contalners may be brought
to Gibraltar, and this will require certain works at
the entrance to the Western Arms, where there uged to
be some offices of the Stevedoring Company which have
recently been pulled down, so a lot of work will have
to be done and maybe £1,000 will not be enough
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HON P J ISOIA

What I can not understand is that there 'is an original
estimate of £),300 for Port Improvements. There must
have been a programme of a plan for something. I am
asking the responsible Minister, the Chief Minister,
the Minister for Public Works, or the Minister for Ports
to tell us scmething about this programme, otherwise
how can they expect us to vote £1,000 for something
they do not know what they are going to spend on.
Perhaps the Financial and Development Secretary might
know. -What is this programme of improvements in the
Port. The Minister has told us of other iImprovements
which his Government still does not know about, but
they do not even know about the improvements or parts
of their programme.

HON W M ISCLA

Mr Speaker, there are Civll Servants in that corner,
would it not be possible for the IMinister to get hold
of the Captain of the Port and ask him and then give

us a straight answer, and we would then not be wasting
such a lot of time. It seems to me extraordinary,

and I am afraid we let a lot of these items pass.
Agreed, agreed, agreed. Heaven knows what 1t would be
like if we had asked the !linister responsible for each
particular item. We might find ourselves still being
told "I do not know'.

I remember, Sir, when I had the fortune of being of

the other side, every single item on which we were
asked on we knew, and if we did not know then we would
find out. Go and ring up the Captain of the Port,
tell him to come there, there are enough Civil Servants
there, 'and get the answer. Let us get on with the
work, it is now five to elevenl!

MR SPEAKER

Order, you are allowed to ask questions but you must
allow eoee
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HON LT COL J L HOARE

This is implicit in what I have already said, the
Captain of the Port wanted the whole of the programme
done. Part of it is to provide railings for- safety;
provision of step-ladders on wharf sides; and
improvements and demolishing of old sheds and making
good distorted surfaces. What I have said is that the
Captain of the Port will decide which of those he is
going to have done as a matter of priority. There 1is
over £3,000 worth of work there. This is what I am
saying; the Captain of the Port will tell what to do.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

I am grateful for that Mr Speaker. For a moment I
thought we were providing the Captain of the Port with
a petty cash account, but I see that this is not the
cases The other thing that rather worried me was the
statement by the Minister for Ports, who started talk-
ing about grandiouse schemes, and I thought perhsp s this
was another token sum for that. That is not the case,
is it?

HON A W SERFATY
I was not talking, Mr Speaker, of grandiouse schemes,

it -is a job of work which may have to be done costing
in the region of £1,000/£2, 000,

HON L DEVICENZI

Mr Speaker, may I just ask a question which I think is

very relevante. It appears here, in the estimates before

us, under "Original Estimates" £;,200, but in my copy
we are unable to see a real estimate of £l,200. Where
does this appear in the estimates of last year, under
the Port Department?

HON LT COL J L HOARE

I think he will find this in one of the supplementary
estimates, but I do not know which one it was. A
supplementary estimate.
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HON L DEVICENZI

I do appreciate the Minister's answer. We are going
from "I do not know", to "I think". This is an
improvement.

HON M XIBERRAS

The Minister for Ports surely does not consider this
a scheme for the oconomic development of Gibraltar.
He does not consider £1,000 is enough to.promote the
economic development of Gibraltar. Does he have

°
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anything else anywhere in the estimate to provide for
the economic development in respect of the Ports?

HON A W SERFATY

Not at this moment in time.

HON MAJCR R J PELIZA

Mr Speaker, on the Port itself, I have heard many times
that it is rather difficult and unpleasant,
particularly for people coming from Tangier, to go down
the gangway that is at present provided. I do not
know whether the gangway is Govermment property or
belongs to the private firm that runs the ferry, but
could the Minister look into this matter and perhaps,
if necessary, bring it up as a supplementary vote, to
make sure that the gang-way is a comfortable and safe
one and, therefore, encourage visitors from Tangier to
come to Gibraltar, and not give as an excuse - and I
have heard this said before - that not only is it
dangerous but very uncomfortable to go up and down

that gangway.

HON A W SERFATY
I will look at it, Mr Speaker.

HON P J ISOIA

On that item we were discussing, Mr Speaker, the £h,300.
Is there any particular reason why the whole of the

£l ,000, or the balance, to complete the scheme is not
being asked for this year. From the items mentioned
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by the Honourable Minister for Public Works it would
seem to me that these works were pretty necessary and
urgent, for example the safety railing. I would have
thought that that is the sort of work that the -
Departments provided it has the capacity, should in
fact do. Why is it being stretched out, is it lack
of money or is it lack ofceapacity?

HON LT COL J L HOARE

It is lack of capacity. We have got a labour force

of some 7002 there are calls for all directions, and
you have got to allot them as you think, in the order
of priorities. ' '

Head XII, Public Works = Non-Recurrent, Port was agreed
to and passed without amendment.

Head XII, Public Works - Non-Recurrent, Sanitation

IION J CARUANA

Mr Speaker, just one point of clarification. The
stiting of sewers. We see from 1972/73 estimates,
that an original £8,000 for Stage 1 of the de-silting
of the sewers of Gibraltar, which I took the trouble
of explaining to the House had not been de-silted for
many years, we estimated £5,000 for it, but nothing
appears in the estimates in front of us for 1972/73.
Could we have some explanation of that please?

HON LT COL.J L HOARE

Woll the information which I have here is that £2,000
is going to be spent this year in de-silting of sewers
which, as the Honourable Member over there has said,

is long overdue. Part of it is just over 80 years..
0ld and in danger of clogging up with disastgrous
results. It also includes for purchasing equipment,
and the enlarging of the manholes, particularly at the
Rosia Parade and the Little Bay Area, which are getting
towards the main outfall.

HON J CARUANA

I appreciate and understand what the Minister has said
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but T still can not make out the figures of the estimate
of £8, 000, I wonder if the Financial Secretary is
following me because perhaps we might get some light
from that direction.  £8,000 on the original estimate;
£500 on the Estimates 1972/73, yet for 1973/7L on the
paper in front of us at the moment, there is nothing.
Does that mean ‘that nothing has been spent out of that
£55000 and the vote has been cut back from £5,000 to

£2, 000,

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Sir, taking up the Honourable Member opposite. The
original estimate £8,000, the revised estimate £8, 000,
but the total estimated expenditure to 31lst liarch 1972
is nothing. The estimate 1972/73 £5, 000, As seen in
our present draft estimates the total estimated _
expenditure to.31lst March 1973, still no expenditure,
and a figure of £2,000 included in the estimates for
the coming year.

HON J CARUANA

The question has been answered: £5,000 was voted, no
work was done. £5,000 and no work, now they cut back
to £2,000 and perhaps no work after 80 years. Well
you have had 9 months to change the world.

Head XIT, Public Works - Non-Recurrent, Sanitation was agreed to
and passed without amendment.

Head XIT, Public Works - Non-Recurrent, Purchase of Plants was
agreed to and passed without amendment.

Head XTI, Public Jorks - Non-Recurrent, Roads ctc. wags ocereed to
and passed without amendment.

Head XITI, Public Works - Non-Recurrent, Other Works

HON P J ISOLA

Mr Speaker, may we know what improvements are to be made
to the House of Assembly,

HON LT COL J L HOARE

Apart from putting silencers over on the other side,
the intention is to panel the public gallery, to
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reprovide it with a cekling like thds, to get some
curtaing, and a little bit more furniture in here.

HON M XIBERRAS

Sir, berhaps we might change the times of meetings so

that the people can see all theso fine decorations when
they are up.

Sir, we are still on Other Works: Tourist Department,
improvements etc., could the Minister, whoever he might
be, presumably the Minister for Tourism explain what
this is about?

HON LT COL J L HOARE

If T remember the bid by the Tourism Department was
in the nature of £120,000, their feet were not on the
ground. They have been told that they can have
£5,000 worth of work done, and they must decide what
priorities they want. The estimates they wanted of
works was about £120, 000. This includes making

St. Michael'!'s Cave waterproof.

HON M XIBERRAS

Mr Speaker, I hope we do not have to go through the
whole series of questions to elicit from the Minister
what the thing is about if he knows. I hope he will
state what these £5,000 are about. I will have
something to say about how the Tourism Department
apparently today, travels pretty close to the sun in
asking for things. But perhaps we could have an
answer to the first question, and that is, what are
the £5,000 for?

HON A W SERFATY
I think my colleague has gsaid that we asked for £120,000.

HON M XIBERRAS

£5, 000,
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HON A W SERFATY

No, £5,000 is what we are going to got, at this
moment in time.

HON LT COL J L HOARE

If T can deal with their break-down, their priorities,
(a) which means yesgerday, was £20,280; priority (b)

was £2l,900, osecould take_their time were the jEﬂanztli¥\

rest of the' 880,000, eE=thetVthey Tave Toen Tcla \ 1

that we are able to do £5,000 worth of work only, an

Q

they must tell us which they will be .

HON M XIBERRAS

I am sorry, what is, Mr Speaker, priority (a) and
pricrity (b). I did not quite get what the Minister
was saying. .

HON LT COL J L HOARE

Priority (a) is what they want immediately and
priority (b) is what can be done next week; and with-
out priority is what we can do in our own time.

HON M XIBERRAS

Mr Speaker, what I would like to know is what work is
going to be done? I know that (a) comes before (b)

in the alphabet. What is the work, Sir, which is
going to be done with the £5,000%

HON LT COL J L HOARE

19 &, 60D
(SR

—

We do not know. The £5,000 is a token of the £120,000
that they asked for. They must tell us what they want

done with those £5, 000,

HON M XIBERRAS

With respect, Sir, does the Minister mean to say that
he has in mind a programme of £100,000; he puts down
£5,000, he does not tell the House what the £100, 000
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were about, and he oexpects the House to vote this sum
of money. :

HON CHIEF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, Sir, at the end of March 1972 there had
been a total ecxpenditure in all these.schemes of
£,8, 0004  The then Govermment provided in the
Estimates £7,500, which sevs

HON J BOSSANO

The figure is £9,510.

HON CHIEF MINISTER

£9,510 have been spent, out of a bigger programme which
has been accumulating over the years.

HON M XIBERRAS

Mr Speaker, that takes us in the well known process

of eliciting information from the Government, that
takes us to step No.2. But there was a programme set
by the previous Administration; so much money had been
spent, and now we are going to spend some more money.
So is it a token vote, is 1t a continuation of the
programme or what is 1t?

HON J CARUANA

I thought that the present Government was all for
tourism, yct they have reduced this vote by about
£lL,000 in comparison with £9,510 spent last year and
now they are only asking for £5,000. Is this what
they mean by the philosophy of the tourist economy.
It is a farce.

HON M XIBERRAS

Mr Speaker, I am afraid we might have to vote against
this, even this reduced provision, or to abstain to
show our complete disatisfaction with the Govermment
if they are unable to say what they need these £5,000
for. We can not sit here, and hear the Minister say
that priority A comes before priority B.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Is 1t possible that in the same way the Minister found
out what the Captain of the Port had in mind, he. could
find out from some other Civil Servant responsible for
his accounts to tell him what he has in mind?

HON LT COL J L HOARE

The items on Tourism start off with the information
display at the entrance to St.. Michacl's Cave; going
on to the re-wiring inside the cave; a new turnstile,
planting of flowers and shrubs; in St. Michael'!'s Cave;
decorations outside the Cave to be renovated, securing
all windows and doors; new bins for collection of water
drops; repairing railing leading to the stage - we
still have not left St. lMichael's Cave - most steps
require chipping to stop visitors falling; warning
silgn renovated and properly installed; raise the level
of part of the cave by four inches; provision of a car
parking area - I mean, we can do this tomorrow -

St. Michael's Cave, study of upper strata; St. Michael's

Cave soes

HON M XIBERRAS

If the Honourable Member will give way, Sir, all we
wanted to know was what the £5,000 were for, we did
not want to hcar the 18 pages. If the Minister gives
us an answer, priority A is ahead of priority B, that
1s no answer at all. We are just trying to find out
what the £5,000 are for. Are they all in respect of
St. Michael's Cave, inside, outside, turnstile, and so
on?

HON LT COL J L HMARE

The Tourist Department having been allocated £5,000 Asarf

chdse which of thesce -1,001 items that they have asked
for will be done this year. It is as simple as thate.
We will carry out the work with the money which is

be ing provided by Treasury. £5,000 have been allotted
to them and we will do work up to that leveol.

HON W M ISOILA
Mr Spcaker, could the £5,000 be in resncct of this
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corridor which we wero supposed to be building in the
Air Terminal just outside the Immigration Hall?

MR SPEAKER

The Minister has said that it consists mostly of work
in St. Michael's cave.

HON W M ISOILA

I appreciate that, I am sure that all the things that
he has read, could not possibly just cost £5,000.
Since he is not certain about it, I am suggesting
pcrhaps, over the page, there might be something about
the Air Terminal, T do not know.

HON P J ISOIA

I just wanted to ask, Mr Speaker. The total request
from the Tourist Department was for something worth
about £128, 000, I can quite appreciate the difficulty
in which the Minister for Public Works is involvod in
trying to answer questions from this side of the House,
because he has £120, 000 worth of works which he finds
he has £5,000 to do it with. We have heard so much
from the othor side of the House, and in particular
from the Minister for Tourism, Trade, Port, Economic
Development, who has been conspicious by his silence

on thesc particular votese. Ve have heard so much of
the development of the tourist economy, the development
of the economic development, and so forth, that it
appears, Mr Speaker, that he is really, in truth and

in fact, just a lone voice in the Government. Can we
ask, again, has this enormous cut on his request for
£120, 000 been due to lack of funds, lack of capacity,
or lack of confidence of the Government as a whole in
tourist economy which seee

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

This 1is very relevant, really very relcvant, and I know
it is humurous at the same time eese

MR SPEAKER

We will put the question now.
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HON @i XIBERRAS

Sir, we appreciate that Tourism has becn debated, one
sidedly, but perhaps cenough, but could you pleasc come
back, beccause there are other items under this Head
which we would like to talk about, Sir, we are talking
about other works.

MR SPEAKER

Right, lects go on most certainly, provided that we keep
- and I will be very strict = exclusively to the point
at issue and nothing eclsc.

HON L DEVICENZI

Mr Spcaker, may I ask the Honourable the Minister for
Education. We have here total estimated expenditure
to 31st Ilarch 1973 £236,905, and the estime tes for
1973/7L, £3,000.  Could he not throw some light on
these figures, pleasc?

HON M K FEATIERSTONE

Yes, Sir, with the greatest of pleasurc. We have
already approved that we are going to soend £ll,000.80
on books and equivment, but I am not going to state
now which books and which equipment. I am now asking,
Sir, for £3,000 which will be spent on improving
Government schools but I am not prepared to state at
that moment what the £3, 000 will beo spent ons It will
be spent on improvements to Government schools as wo

go along. '

HON L DEVICENZI

llr Speaker, the lecast I could say on this is, shamc on
the Minister who has becen unable to give an answer, I
would have liked to get a small break-down or some thing.
I am surc that he does not know so hc has come up with
this red herring.

Mir Speaker, I think the Minister will appreciate last
vear we spcnt over £25,000 on improvements and there
are only £3, 000 provided for this year, in spite of
rises in costs. Could he account for that?
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HON M K'FEATHERSTONE

Last year the majority of the improvements were to
herald in the Comprehensive Schools, to try and get
the various schools that had to be turned into the
Girl's: Section, in particular, of the Comprehensive
into some form of action. This year, Sir, we do not
have that speclal thing to deal with; we do have to
mek e improvements for schools; we are going to spend
£3,000 on it. T will decide during the year what T
am going to spend it on.

HON L DEVICENZI

Mr Speaker, can T get from the Minister, if it is not
too much trouble, whether he expects to spend only
£3,000 during the current year, or are there great
hopes of coming for more with suppleme ntary estimates?
HHas he got any idea?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE

It might be £3,001, Sir.

-HON L DEVICENZI

We can give you the one we got from the Audit Votel

IION M XIBERRAS

Sir, we have come up again against the same problem
and we will really have to do something rather drastic
about this because Ministers just will not answer.

I am sure the Honourable Minister for Labour is capable
of doing many drastic things, he might do something as
drastic as standing when he speaks., But, Sir, I think
1t is a very legitimate question, the House has been
called upon in the past to vote quite substantial sums
in respect of improvements for schools and only £3,000
appear this year. Are there only £3,000 worth of
improvements to be done in schools? Is the Minis ter
satisfied with this?

MR SPEAKER

The Minister has answered the question; it may be



~- &

358

unsatisfactory but he has answered it.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE

Last year it was £2,500; this year it is £3,000.

HON J BOSSANO

Last year, lMr Speaker, £25,755 were spent. Can the
Minister say whether it is anticipated that £3, 000

only are going to be spent in the coming year because

it is the policy to spend only £3,000, —or because the
programme of improvements has been virtually completed
and in fact he can not foresee the need for improvements
that would cost more than £3,0009? This House is here
to protect public money and we are entitled to answers,
Mr Speaker. This is shockingt

HON M K FEATHERSTONE

Sir, last year, in the estimate as presented here, not
by the Ionourable Mr Bossano but by all the rest of

his colleagues, they asked for £2,500 for improvements
to schools. If they can not even look at the estimates
of last year and reason properly then it is not my fault.
I have stated that because of the special nature of the
Comprehensive Schools there was extra sums voted to
cover getting the Girl's Section of the Comprehensive
ready. This was a special thing but this was not
mentioned by them last year, Sir. They asked for
£2,500, it is here in black and white. If they can

not sec it then they had better to to an oculist.

HON J CARUANA

Mr Spealker, the Honourable Minister for Education
should relegate his position. He will see that under
Govermnment School Improvements the total expenditure to
the 31st of March 1972 was £211,150 and the total
expenditure to date of the same vote is £236,905 making
the difference an increase over last year of £25,755.
That is the arithmetic of the thing.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE

Sir, he is quite right: we did spend this and most of
this came from supplementaries presented here by myself.
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HON J CARUANA

You stand corrected; then.

HON CHIEF MINISTER -

You stand corrected.

HON M XIBERRAS

Sir; Repairs to Youth Clﬁbs. Any particular youth clubs
or youth clubs generally?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE

Quite right, Sirl Youth Clubs, generally.

Head XII: Public ‘orks - Non-Recufrent, Other Vorks was
agreed and passed without améndment.

Head XIII, Law Officers, Attorney General - Personal
Emoluments was agreed to and passed without amendment.

' Head XIII, Law Officer, Attorney General, Other Charges was

agreed to and passed without emendment.

Head XIV, House of Assembly - Personal BEmoluments

HON M XIBERRAS

Sir. Is there an item on the hansard reports, the
production of the hansard reports.

MR SPEAKER

Other Charges.:

HON M XIBERRAS

Other Charges is it, Sir.



360

Head XIV, House of Assembly, Personal Emoluments was agreed
and pasged without auendnent.

Head XIV, Zouge of igsembly - Other Charges

0N CUAIEP LINISTER

Lir Specker, Sir, perhaps this night brighten up the
proceedings, Under the head of Other Charges - Lllowances
to Ilected l.enbers, I would like to draw attention to sub-
head 2 and to inforo the Iiouse that the Governuent has
accepted that there is need for an increase in the allowance
payable to l.evbers of this Zeuse.

The Zousce will recall that current rates of allowonces were
aprroved in Jeptenber 1989, following a review ccrried out by
the late Sir Jilliam Thouoan and lLir Tewalter in 1980. Since
that doy the rates haove remained unchanged, although as we
are all very ruch aware, the cost of living has risen
conciderably in the intervening 3% years, It is in the
light of this increagse that we thlﬁk it is falr and
reagonable to propose an increase in lienbers' allowances.
This figure reflects the increase whick has taken place in
the Index of Retail Prices, end it ic considered that the
increase in iliembers' allowances should be in the nature of 40%
1nc1au1nb of course the fall in value of the pound, and what
we kaow propose, therefore, is no more than to reutore the
valae of the sllowances as it was when thes were fixed in 1969,
This proposal follows consultations with the leacder of the
Opposition and the imcrease suggested has been ngreed.

The title of this sublead should be corrected to read

"Lllowances to Ileected j.cn uerﬁ"and not "Provide for 8
Liinisters", -

HON 1i XIDILTAS

Sir, there are a nunber of recervations whkich the Cppogition
hag on the statement just read by tie Joncurable Learned the
Chief llinister .,..

20N CUINY LITISTER

I would like to say if I nay, that if there is geing to be any
conflict we will withdraw the iten.

TI0IT 1L ZXIBERRAS

Sir, I inforrmed the Zonouraile sad Learned the Chief linister
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that I wished to enter these reservations and I shall do so,
having told him that I had intended to do so. And that is
that for some time we have been trying to establish the
principle, indeed the practice, of full-time Ministers in the
Government and that unfortunately we had not been able to agree
between the Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister and our-
selves on this, We have been consulted on the increase in the
allowances, and we agreed with them, as a temporary measure, but
as a matter of very great constitutional significance we would
like to see a change of heart on the part of the Government at
some future stage as regards the possibility of having full-
time Ministers. The principle is very important as regards
democratic Government in Gibraltar.

HON CHIEF MINISTER ©

Sir, it is quite true that we are at variance on this matter,
and that even the proposals which have been put to me in respect
of that one also unacceptable, for a number of reasons that the
Leader of the Opposition well knows. But in any case I would
like to remind the House that paragraph 21 of the minutes of
agreed decisions at the Constitution Talks in 1968, which
Honourable Members opposite, of some of them took part in, reads
as follows:

"An indcpendent review of the reruneration of Minister

the Leader of the Opposition if any, and the members of
the Assembly, should be carried out before the next
election, bearing in mind the desirability of
widening the field of candidates for elections and
upon the basis that Ministers would be part time."

That was the decision of the Constitutional Conference: and it

is not because of that alone that we are against the provision of
full-time Ministers. If we were in favour we would probably have
to have a re-hash of that agreement, but it is true that we do not
agree that, at least in our view, it is desirable to have full-
time Ministers, and paid as such, which is really what it means.
Because there may be some people who could do full-time
voluntarily of their own free will, or because they are able to

do so. But we do not agree that there should be full-time
Ministers, in the present circumstances of Gibraltar.

I entirely accept that this reservation was made, and I only made
the other remark because I thought he said various reservations.
reservation was of course perfectly clear to me and I have no
quarrel with that at all. In fact I do not mind, I am very
grateful that he has made it, because he said so, so I do not
want any misunderstandings.

That
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HON M XTBERRAS

Sir, the matter, and allied matters, have been the subject of
discussions between the Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister
and myself, and colleagues on both.sides. The other reservations
which I have not mentioned tonight I would hope will continue to
be the subject of discussion between us. But I do not think it
is a convincing argument at all to quote the Constitutional
Conference in this respect because at least two members at that
Constitutional Conference, the Honourable Member on ny left,

Mr Peter Isola, and the Honourable Mr. Serruya, as he was then,
entered reservations at that time in respect of full-time
Ministers, I recall that even a salary was set at the time as a
proposal by the two. members concerned. It is most important,
Sir, a most important question, and one which I do not nccessarily
wish to raise now, but a disagreement asbout full-time Ministers _
has a lot to do with the views of each side of the House towards
democratic process and democratic representation in Gibraltar, and
perhaps at some future date we might discuss the reasons in the
House and quite openly, for and against such a proposal, if there
is no possibility of our reaching agreement outside the House.

HON CHIEF MINISTER

When the time comes I have no quarrel with having it argued out
because the feelings we have on that matter arc also dictated by
principle of democratic Government. Perhaps we understand the
thing differently, but perhaps I might end this note by saying
that I think that the allowances include the allowances of all
Members of the House.

HON L DEVICENZI

Mr Speaker, I am sorry but I must say something. If T heard
correctly, Mr, Speaker - and I do take great exception to this -
the Chief Minister when nentioning this item said : "If there is
going to be any controversy I shall withdraw the item." Did he
say that or not?

HON CHIEF MINISTER

I did say that if there were going to be reservations I would
withdraw it, but I did not mean it seriocusly and that is why I have
explained it now. The last word that I mentioned, in order that
it should not be misunderstood, was that when I said that it
applies to all Members of the House it also applies to the Speaker.
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HON L DEVICENZI

I thank the Chief Minister for that.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Mr. Speake?, the Chief Minister has salid that they
disagree with the suggestion of having full-time
Ministers in principle.

Mr. Speaker, what I am trying to find out is that the
payd the Minister must obviously be related to
whether or not he is full-time, that has a bearing,
and in that respect he obviously does not want to
increase the pay of -the Minister particularly because
he does not believe that we should be full-time. He
stated that they have their own reasons why this must

not be so. I wonder if he could give us the reasons
why not? .

'HON CHIEF MINISTER

T am not orepared to be drawn now into a constitutional
argument which has nothing whatever to do with the vote
before the Housc. We have plenty to do with the
~estimate.

MR SPEAKER

The Honourable the Leader of the Opposition did ask
some thing about Hansards. '

HON M XIRERRAS

The matter is, we have found as in fact I think I
recall the Honourable Mr. Featherstone mentioning at
some time that having the hansard before us during a

. debate 1s very, very helpful. I do not think members
generally are in the habit of reading hansard at the
time when it is still relevant to debates. This side
of the House very much appreciates the work done in

the production of these hansards by a limited staff
under special conditions, special agreement, and nothing
which I say should be taken or can be taken in .
derogation of the work that is actually being done now.
But let me say that the person responsible for product-
ion of the Hansard also worked extremely hard to my
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knowledge on this and is always available to members
and so on and so forth. But, on the other hand, I
think it 1s not asatisfactory state of affairs which
the Touse generally can accept, but perhaps because

of insufficient resources being allocated to this
purpose or for some reason, we have this draft of the
proceedings of tho meeting held on the 27th March 1972,
perhaps lir. Speaker you will correct me, some two weoks
three weeks ago. And this 1is a year after the event
actually happrened. Now this side of the House is
extremely concerned about the relevance of debates.
Honourable members opposite might not, in fact, believe
this but I do think that reading what has been said
before ~ my Honourable Friend Mr. Devicenzi made ample
roference in the record of the last Budget meeting =

I think it would be most helpful to the House to have
these printed rather earlier than now. I think, Sir,
that no one ever reads hansard in Gibraltar. I think
they are produced so late in the day for reasons for
which I have hinted at, that no one ever reads hansards.
We rely on television reports, we rely on newspaper
reports but not even the editors of newspapers to my
knowledge or the pcople in charge of television, the
news media, the various groups, representative
institutions, the Chamber of Commercec, the Trade Unions,
none of these, I have it in my short experience in
politics, I have not seen members with a hansard in
their hands, and actually quoting and taking as’
authentative the comments which are made in this House.
I think, Sir, that it would heclp, it would enhance the
standing of this House if we could have an early
publication of the definitive version of hansard and
that these should be distributed possibly free of
charge to all people who have a bearing with public
life in Gibraltar. I am sure that very few persons
present in this Ilouse today have ever read a copy of
hansard in the definitive form as a regular feature.

I am sure that the civil service pays scant attention
to hansard, the written word seeking out exactly what
has been said, the commitments, undertakings and so on
of Ministers, the questions of the Opposition. I am
sure that in all honesty members opposite will agree
that this 1s the case. I think there is a great need
to promote what is said in this House and it would have
a sobering effect on membors too, to know that the
public would get to know what is said in this House.
Therefore, Sir, what I am suggesting is that even though
we accept the reclevant vote of expenditure in relation
to this subject, [ would urge upon the Leader of the
House, as Leader of the House, that he should in some
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way try to, or perhaps in consultation with the Speaker,
with those relevant members in the House, yourself, and
the Clerk to the House and anybody else who is interested
we should try to promote an early publication of hansard
and a good distribution of hansard. I feel very strong-
ly about this and I think I have on occasion mentioned

it to other people and I think that this is perhaps the
time where steps could be taken.

HON CHIEF MINISTER

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the first place I would like to
make it quite clear that the Govermment has nothing to
do in the production of hansard. This is essentially
a matter which is in the capable hands of the Clerk of
the House under your Chairmanship, and therefore I can
not accept any responsibility, except to be prepared to
vote any amount, to produce any amount that may be

redq ired after the matter has been gone into. But I
think you yourself will be able to confirm that and
your able Clerkfl that there arc very great difficulties
in producing quickly a printed version of hansard. If
there are great difficulties in producing a typed
version, there must bec considerable difficulties but

I do not mind if the matter is gone into by the House
Committee and we find some way of producing the hansard.
Whether everybody should get it free or not that is
another matter, but as far as we are concerned, of
course we will vote whatever money any House Committee
were to recommend that would be a practical thing to
diffuse. But there 1s one rescrvation I must make,
certainly in respect of my own personal experiences
that it is less than fair to say that the civil

service do not take notice of the hansard. Insofar

as my experience is concerned, whenever anything has

to be prepared in respect of any policy decision, the
policy decision is not taken until the hansard is
available. I cecan give you a very,very recent example.
When I started to consider the question of the terms '
of reference in respect of the GBC investigation, I
know that the Administrative Secretary had made special
arrangements in an cndeavour to get the full debate of
the adjurmment in order that he would then gauge what
advice he would give me in the light of the assurances
that I had given and so on. This is a very recent
example and therefore it is quite clear that the glVll
service apply themselves very much insofar as ministers!
commitments are concerned, and the reactions ministers
would have, having regard to whatever was said in the
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House is very much a matter which is taken into
account. I can well imagine the difficultics of the
head of a department in getting the results of the
debatec. I can well imagine that nothing that we may
say in the course of this debate or tomorrow in the
course of the general dobate, that will take hours,
that 1t will be casy for the Financial and Development
Secrctary to have an early copy of that to see how far
membe rs went in that respect. That is simply not
possible becausc of the volume of the work. But in-
sofar as anything that can be done practically, not
ideally, but practically to help in this ma tter, the
Government will lave no hesitation in br inging forward
supplementary estimates for whatever amount is required
in order to make the hansards mors readily available,
particularly to members of the House who have to wor k
here and have to seo what they have said in the past.

MR SPEAXKER

May I say that as the Spcaker's Office is rcsponsible
for the preparation of hansard that the matter of a
specedy system whereby hansard will be preparcd to the
satisfaction of members is under cons ideration at
present and certain recommendations will be forthcoming
and may I thank the House for the fact that they are
‘willing to vote the necessary funds which is basically
what will bo needed. But I can say that the matter

is now under consideration and that recommendations
will be forthcoming.

HON M XIBERRAS

Sir, I would just like to take up the Honourable and
Learned the Chief Minister on a point that he made in
reply to a point I made about the civil service use of
hansard. I think that most of the civil service does
not read hansard for the simple reason that it is not
available until very long after. So I think it is a
bit pious of the Honourable and Learned the Chicf
Minister to say that under his rule civil servants of
course do have the material available, hecause in fact
this 1s not the case. I think tlat in the practice
this is not the case.

IR S PEAKER

We must not discuss the use of hansard by the civil
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service, becausc otherwisc we might go on endlessly.

I have allowed the Honourable ILcader of the Opposition
to reply to the particular point made but I think we
should lecave it there now.

HON M XIBERRAS

Very well, Sir.

Head XIV, House of Assembly - Other Charges was agreed
to and passed without amendment.

Head XV, Medical and Public Health - Personal
Emoluments

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO

Sir, as the House is aware and I think we have debated
it at length, the present estimate does not include the
Biennial Review, for the non-industrials, and in fact
though the nursing staff accepted, the complications

of the agreement reached with regard to overtime and

all the other allowances pai d are still even at this
stage not completed so much so tlat the nursing staff
are complaining that they have not vet been paid all
they should have been paid. Sir, I am just saying

this because there have been some very recent develop-
ments in the last 2 or 3 days which will not necessarily
involve expenditure but I would like to give notice that
when we come to the general debate I shall expand more
on the structure of the nursing staff and other matters
related to personal emoluments when we come to that
stage.

*MR. SPEAKER

We are now on personal emoluments, exclusively.

HON J CARUANA

Mr. Speaker, we thank the Minister for Medical Services.
This is a head where one would not wish to be contra-
versial and one would wish to be constructive and help-
ful for very obvious reasons. Will the Minister '
explain, however, Item 15 eeee a
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MR SPEAKER

May I say timt I would like to take the items in
numer ical order. Does any otler Honourable lMember
wish to raise any matter on Items 1 to 1lli before we
go on to 157 :

HON J CARUANA

On the question of the Medical Officer, is the
renumeration of the new doctors coming to Gibraltar
and their increcased pay reflected here? Can the
Minis ter explailn that? -

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO

No Sir, they are not. They will form part, of course,
of the general vote of the Hospital but they will be

on a scheme on their own, because it involves both
expenditure and contributions and quite honestly I
still do not know whether the Treasury would like a
separate fund, as we have with insurance, or whether
they would like it under the General Revenue Account.
It is a matter for consideration, and that is why it

is not included in this particular estimate before the
House at this stage.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Mr Speaker, I think that finding doctors for Gibraltar
has been a problem in the past, I hope it 1s being
resolved, but it might be a problem in the future too.
They are very necessary and we can not do without them.
I think it is very important that we should have the
full complement, that we should have what everybody
would believe are men of a calibre and status that
would give confidence to the patients. Is the Minister
satisfied with the pay that 1s being offered to the
doctors or would be feel that if this was made more
realistic and somehow more related to the remuneration
they get in the United Kingdom, this would be helpful?
Also, is it right to say that one of the reasons which
make it difficult to recruit is that doctors who come
particularly from the United Kingdom find that they
lose their place in the cueue for promotion, and

pre judice their progpects. Could something be done,
first of all on the question of remuneration, if the
Minis ter believes that this is necessary, and also on
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the question of prospects.

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO

I entirely agree with the principle onunciated by the
Honourable Member opposite but I am in a little bit of
a quandary because.when we come to the general debate

I am syre he will be glad to hear what we are providing
for the doctors, as regards their career structure,

but unfortunately it is not for a specific item where
we are asking the House to vote a certain amount of
money, it deals with policy as a result of the Biennial
Review and I am afraid I would be debarred by the :
Speaker if I were to do that. I will bring before the
House, in the general debate, if he will bear with me
perhaps at some length, the general structure that will
emerge as a result of negotiations which have taken
place in the last two or three days and may even drag
along for another two or three days.

HON J CARUANA

Mr Speaker, Item 13 refers to. the Principal Tutor.
In an answer to a question on the 19th March the
Minister said that arrangements were in hand to send
a Sister on.a training course. Will he expand.on
that and show us where this is reflected in the
Estimate? . : - e

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO

We are providing for this under the estimate - at this
late hour one becomes a little bit confused as to what
is what - but we are definitely providing for the
Sister Tutor's Course, though I would like to say at
this stage that much to our annoyance the college where
she was going to go has now .told us that they can not.
accept her but we are now making elternative arrange-
ments to see whether -we can get her as quickly as we
can, into some other colleges . Provision is being-made
under I think 1t 1s Ttem 00, it comes under training
. but it is not under personal emolument.

MR SPEAKER

Courses of Training, page 8.
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HON J CARUANA

Mr Speaker; I wonder whether the fact that the Sister Tutor
was not accepted by the college was not because the
application was made too late?

MR SPEAKER

No, I am afraid I can not allow that one. The reason why
she was not accepted is not relevant to the estimates.

Sir, will the Minister be speaking generally on the staffing
of the hospitals when he addresses the House at a later stage?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO

Most definitely.

HON J CARUANA

Having left Principal Tutor, which was the subject of my
first question, I come down to Item 15, which has a little
footnote which says: "increased staff on expansion of
services.," Is this the expansion of services with reference
to the new Health Centre, or is there some other expansion

of service which the Minister would care to explain?

HON- A P MONTEGRIFFO

Sir; the expansion of service mainly applies to the

Isolation Ward, but there is one Nurse and one Sister with
whom we would hope, coupled with the ones we have got all

over the place in the District, Child Welfare, that once they
come together in the Health Centre, with the little help we
can give on this extra we are providing, we may be able to
manage. The Health (entre, is a new venture as you all very
well know. Ve have seen a Health Centre for a similar
populationin Britain with a staff of not more than 12. Nursing
Auxiliaries and Sisters, and we believe that with the staff

at present doing Child Welfare, District and Health in Schools,
we may be able to cope, but I would not like to commit myself.
Maybe in the light of experience we may need a couple more.,

On the other hand we may not need more.



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































