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REPCRT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

The Fourth Meeting of the First Session of the Second House of Assembly held in

the House of Assembly Chamber on Tuwesday the 30th January 1973 at 10,30 a.m.

FRESENT: -

Mr SPea.ker t 4 0 b b 2 o e 00 e o000 e o o o s a_';. ° o o .(]'_nthe Cha,ir)
(The Hot A J Vasquez MA) o

GOVERNMENT :

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan CBE MVO QC .JP, Chief Minister., ;

The Hon A W Serfaty OBE JP, Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic Development.
The Hon A P Montegriffo OBE Minister for Medical and Health Semces.

The Hon M K I‘ea.therstone, M:Lm.ster for Education.

The Hon A J Canepa, Minister for Labour and Social Security,

The Hon I Abecasis, Minister for Housing,

The Hon Lt Col J L Hoare, Minister for Public Works and Mum.q1pal Semces.

The Hon H J Zemmitt, Minister for Information and Sport.

The Hon J K Havers, OBE @C, Attorney General, L

~.Xhe Hon A Mackey, CHG, Financial and Development Secretary,

. OPPOSTTION:

The Hon M Xiberras, Leader of the Opposition,
The Hon P J Isola OBE
The Hon W M Isola

The Hon J Bossano o _ o
The Hon J Caruana o - ) I s Wi Y.
The Hon L Devincenzi . .1, .~

ABSENT :
The Hon Major R J Peliza (Away from Gibraltar)

IN ATTENDANCE:

it PAGa.rbarlno Esq., ED ~ Clerk to the House of Assembly,

O G
PO A T A

PR.AYER

Mr Speaker recn.ted the prayer.,

commm:ton oF immrns

The Minutes of the Meeting held on the st November 1972, having beén -pmv.':.ously
cireulated were taken as read and oonfirmed.

DOCUMENTS' LATD.

The Hon the Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic Develapment laid on the table
the following document:

The Port (iAmendment) Rules 1972.
Ordered to ln.e.
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The Hon the Minister for Medical and Health Services laid on the table the ¢
following document:

~ The Hospitals (Fees and Charges)(Amendment) Rules 1972.
Ordered b0 IieL 0 v h 8 ot o b

The Hon the Minister for Labour and Social Security laid on the table the
following documents:

1. Conditions of Employment (Annual and Public Holidays )(Amendment) Order 1972,

2. Conditions of" Employment (Retall Dlstrlbutlve Trade)(Amendment) (No.3) (
Order 1972, T

Ordered’ ‘GO .I.le.

The Hon the Minister for Public Works and Munlolpal Services lald on the table the
following documents: - : v (

1. Public Health (Building Rules) Order 1972
2, Traffic (Taxi Fares) Regulations 1973.
Ordered to lie. ' | |
R e |
The Hon the Attorney General laid on the table the follow1ng documents~
"1, Police Cadets Regulations 1973.

2 Unlted Kingdom Forces (Jurisdiction of Colonial Courts)(Presorzbed Offenzes)
n? Order 1973.

Ordered 4o lie,

HON CHIEP MINIST:ER:

With your leave I would like to say a few words on tho second paper laid by the
Attopncy Gencrole I would like to statc that althoush this Opder has bocome
necessary ‘as o result: of amepgdments to the Criminal. Law in Gibraltar in order to
equate soctions thich wore included in another Order, ‘the elected Members of
Govaranont have mode representations that this is an unwarranted intrusion into

ourv judieature, and we have asked that these representations be forwarded to the
United Kingdom, y ’ q

e

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I think this side of the House can be in a botter position to appreclate what
the Honourable and Learned the Ghlef Minister has said, had there been copies of tgf
paper which has been laid béfore the House available to us, I believe I know

that what the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister is referring to and the Honourable
and Gallant Major Peliza in his time - and in faot the Government in our time -~
made the strongest representations about the matters w1th the Honourable and
Learned the Chief Minister has referred, It is a ‘matter of principle with this
side of the House as much as with the other side of the House, dnd therefore, Sir,
as I say, though we would have been in a better position to take’this matter up
had we had the papers available to us now, Nonetheless we feel sufficiently
confident on this side of the House about the contenfs of ‘the document to associate
ourselves entirely with the Hon and Learnsd the Chief Minister and in fact to

|
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remind the House.or to tell the House that in~our tlme our representatlons were
equally strong. ; i

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary laid on the table the following
'~documents' 194 -

1. Imports and Exports (Control)(Amendment)(No.2) Regulatlons 1972.
2. Supplementary Estlmates No.3 of 1972/73.
éiOrdered to lle. g

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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 STATEMENT BY THE MINISTLR FOR EDUCATION

PROGRESS TOWARDS ~ROVISION FOR A CENTRE FOR HANDIC..’PED CHILDREN (

Mr Speaker, Sir, Members will doubtless be pleased to know that the report of
Mr David N Thomas, Principal Lecturer in Special Education, Leicester College
of Education, on all aspeots of handicapped children in Gibraltar has been
received, :

. % (
The Report, which covers the whole spectrum of the handicapped ohild in Gibraltar,
is of considerable length and detail and is at the moment being given the closest
consideration,

Although it is still early to assess all the financial implications T am happy to
inform the House that it is the Government's urgent intention to provide a new (
special sochool for our more seriously handioapped children, This school, it is
hoped, will be sited in considerably mors congenial surroundings than the present
site at Montagu Bastion and will provide enhanced facilities at all levels,

Government is also considering proposals that this sbhool should, either from the
outset or later in a second phase, oomprise additional facilities as suggested (
Partly by Mr Thomas and partly by the Gibraltar Society for Handicapped Children,
who are doing excellent work in this field and with whom Government is co-operating
closely.

The House will surely appreciate the duty Gibraltar owes to these less fortunate
members of our community, and Government is confident that all members will accept
the commitment that the new school for these children must be given utmost
priority and that the other facilities, if not provided at the same time, must not
be long delayed,

I shall be happy to inform the House of further details at the earliest opportunity
(

HON L DEVINC..NZI:
Sir, will the Minister say whether any particular site is in mind?

HON M K FEATH.RSTON.

Sir, I would not like to say that any particular site is in mind, we have our eyes
on one or two sites, these obviously have to fit in vith other commitments, but
I think I would not be out of order to say that the most possible site would be
somewhere around whet is at the moment known as the Glacis kick around area,

HON L DEVINCINZI:

Mr Speaker, is it possible for the Minister to enlighten the House as to whether
it is the ultimate intention to bring about what we would call a marriage between

the Government and the Society for Handicapped Children for the running of this (|
mww school?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Sir, the word marriage as I understand it is a bargain between two people more or
less on a 50 basis, I don't think Sir, that we envisage working with the handi-
capped children on a 50% basis. I don't think they could afford it, but we shall,
Sir, be working very closely with them, they have offered us all their cooperation -
and we are most grateful for it.

(



" housing population,

'HON M XTBERRAS: PTG,

~ Sir, as the Hon iember is aware Mr Thomas came to Gibraltar at the invitation

‘MR SPEAKER:

5

HON J-CARUANA: -

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Ministér said that he has an eye on the area at the moment
knwon as the'kick around at Laguna Estate. Whilst not having entered into any
real debate on the issue, would the Minister consider that that might not be an
appropriate site because of the proximity between one normal school, and one which
might ‘not be normal or considersd normal, and therefore the proximity and
distinotions might lead to a disadvantage in the site. And secondly that the area
concerned is a hig:ly populated area, and in great need also of a play area, and
would he consider looking into the other areas which he said they had also in

mind, there might be an envirchmental social reason vhy perhaps not to choese the
Laguna Estate area, ‘.

HON MK FEATH.IRSTONG :

Sir, I should be quite happy should any Member on the other side wish to have a
look at the Thomas Report, to allow them to do so, but Mr Thomas specifically
commented that that area in his opinion was. the best area; firstly because it
was olose. to other schools'and secondly,.because it was close to a very large

AP 0

o

of the previous Administration, I don't know whether the Hon Member}"I might ask
him, had an opportunity of making representations to Mr Thomas, when he was here,
I can't recall, - e e '

HON M K FEATHTRSTONE:

. I did not see him, Sir, but I dg'hot see the point in that question.

HON M XIBERRAS:

S8ir, I was ooming to the point made in the Hon Minister's statement about all

- members of the House supporting this worth while undertaking in any terms,

presumably . financial, when the time came to do so. And T was just trying to point
out that in fact the original commitment had come from this side of the  House,
Sir, is the Minister aware of the liaison that had taken place already with the
Society for Handicapped Children even prior to Mr Thomas's visit?

Y "8 Nes

Wo mustn't debate the statement, We can ask questions for clarifytng any matter

within the statement. We mustn't fall into the temptation now of debating, unless

of course at a later stage you want to do so, .
HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, when the Minister talks of a Edhool;ﬂdoes he mean, as a first stége anyway,
does he mean barely the school or does-he mean other facilities to go with the
school, as a first stage?



HON ¥ K FEATIRSTONE :

Sir, firstly I am very grateful for the promise of support from the Opposition (
‘when I come For the money, I am very happy that they will be willing to vote it.

It is quite clear from the statement, Sir, that as far as I am concerned I

would like to have the other facilities at the same time, But we must of course
‘look into this most carefully; today buildinhg costs, as everybody is aware, are
going up all the time, so that the first part would definitely be the school,

I would hope that the other facilities or some of the other facilities could be (
provided at the same time, this however must be part of the financial implications,

.. .-HON M XIBERRAS: o

'”“ﬁiﬁ;fif?l may explain now Sir, .this is the purpose of my informihg the' Minister or(
asking the Minister whether he knew about the liaison with the Society for Handi-

capped Children. Because at one stage this Society was considering some sort of

contribution, as I understood it, and this may help to telescrope the two stages;
in other words allow the Minister to g0 forward with full plans for the whole of
the complex rather than just the school. .

" HON M K PEATHTRSTONE:

Sir, I kmew of the offer that had been made by the Society, I am happy to inform
the Honourable Member opposite that this laision has continued, and that the of fer,

apart from still standing, has been considerably enhanced, P

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, whilst saying that this is a very good thing, would the Minister give the
House an assurance that whatever contribution is made from private quarters the
responsibility for the running of the school and the complex will remain firmly

with the Govermment of the day? ..

HON M K FEATHCRSTONE : .

Sir, I think this is why when I explained the question of the marriage that I (
said that as far as the handicapped children school wgs concerned, this is going
to be basically a Govermment commitment., One of the things that we have to
consider, Sir, when we go into this scheme is not simply the financial implication

.of the building, but also the recurrent expenditure -which devolves fully on
- Government,

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker rather than asking the Minister to give any details which are perhpas
uncalled for at this stage, could he possibly enlarge on what he says providing
new school for our more seriously handicapped children? Is it thé intention
perhaps that not -1l the children at present at lontague would be going to t.uat
school?
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HON M K FEATH:RSTONE:

Sir, I have made the offer that the report by Mr Thomas can be seen by Hon
Members on the other side, I think that if they avail themselves of this
opportunity they will agpreciate that the word handicapped is far wider than the
normal interpretation giveén, a child who suffers from short sightedness is
classed by Mr Thomas to suffer from some form of handicap,All the children who
at the moment attend liontague would of course go to the new school.

HON P J ISOLA:

T am right;‘I suppose, Sir, in this view that the policy of the Department despite

the existence of this school which we all .welcome, and we will all have no
hesitgt%on in voting funds for; the polléy of course is as fdar as possible to
a551mﬁlate handicapped children into the ordinary schools as far as possible for
the purpose of general educatioNeecesse

MR SPEAKER:

We can't go into that either because that is a statement.

HON P J ISOLA:

Well, is this report gbing to be.made available to members?

HON M K FEATH:RSTONE:

Sir, I have said if is available, it can be given to them at the end of this
meeting with pleasure Sir,.
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STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

SOCIAL INSURANCE

Mr Speaker, at the first working session of this House, just under 4 months ago,
I ggve an assurance that no time was being lost in drawing up detailed proposals
for reviewing our 'Social Insurance Scheme with the main purpose of increasing

01d Age and other'pensions to a level more in consonance with.present day needs,
Since I made that statement, we have received the reports of the Government
Actuary's Department on the state of theé Social Insurance Fund and the Employment
Injuries Insurance T'und as at the 31 December 1970, 1In the case of the Social
Insurance Fund the estimates indicate that the income from contributions will
meet the cost of benefits, at present rates, during the next twenty years at
least, Much the same applies to the Employment Injuries Insurance Fund; although c
"it must be borne in mind that a small scheme such as this is liable to considerable
fluctuations from year to year and could suffer severely if - God forbid ~ an
industrial disaster were to occur and create extensive employment injury and/or
dea'ths . . i :

The soundness of the Funds is an enocouraging basis on which to plan for the
future and I shall attempt to give a brief outline of the changes proposed, which
are now being put to the Social Insurance Advisory Committee for their advice
before we proceed to prepare the legislation and make all the necessary adminis-
trative arrangements. I must stress, therefore, that although these are firm
proposals, they are still susceptible to change dependent on such advice,. (

Broadly, it is intended to increase BEmployment Injuries Insurance contributions

by 100% and Social Insurance contributions by about 89% the employer bearing a
higher share of the increase than the employee, As o result the adult male
contribution will increase from 45p to 85p a week; the employees' share will go
up by 15p (from 20p to 35p) and the employers!' share will be doubled, from 25p to (
50p. The increases in respect of women and Juveniles will, of course, be
proportionately less.

So much for the contributions side. Now, what about the benefits? It is intended
that benefits under the Employment Injuries Insurance Ordinance, as well as the
short-term benefits under the Social Insurance Ordinance (ie maternity grant, death
grant, etc) as well as non-contributory Retirement pensions, should be increased
100% all round. The long-term benefits -~ which are 0ld Age Pension and ‘[idows
Benefit - will go up 150%, or in other words to 2% times the present figure, in

so far as the Social Insurance element is concerned. Since, however, the flat-rate
supplementation under the Non-contributory Ordinance is being left unchanged, the
actual percentage increase in total pension will vary from case to case but at the(
maximum will be ebout 100%, To give an idea of what I mean; a married couple

now drawing 0ld ..ge Pension (including supplementation) at the maximum of £3.50
will be entitled to £7.10 - or just under 103% increase, In the case of 2 single
Person now drawing a total of £2.20, the increase will be Just over 100% to £4.45.

Our important departure from previous reviews is that, whereas in the past, q
increased benefit rates had to be eamned by the payment of increased contributions,
it is now the intention to pay the increases to existing pensioners as from the
date of implementation, subject to the introduction of a "residence" condition
that, in order to acquire entitlement to the increased pension rates, the
beneficiary should have been ordinarily resident in Gibraltar for at least 2

years out of the preceding 3 years. Once an award at the higher rate has been (
made, subsequent absence from Gibraltar would not disqualify.



This, as briefly as possible, is what Government proposes to do in the immediate
future with regard to contributions and bsnefits under the Scheme, subject to
whatever advice may be received from the Social Insurance Advisory Committee, I
would not like to commit myself on when the increases will become effective, as
a lot of work on drafting legislation and making all the administrative
arrangements is involved, but I can say that everything possible will be done to
make the effective date as early as possible in the second half of this year.

One other aspect of the matter which I wish to mention - and which was the
subject of a question in this House at the last meeting '~ concerned those persons
who, for certain reasons, are at present excluded from the Social Insurance
Ordinance, Replying to that question I said I would consider how, if at all,

the various categories of persons could be brought into the scheme, This hag
required very long and detailed consideration and discussions, as a result of
which it is proposed that an option to re-enter insurance should.be extended to
those persons in insurable employment who were compulsorily exempted when the
Scheme started in 1955, because of the earnings limit then existing, and also to

~+u.v.those who, prior to 1968, on reaching a salary exceeding £500 per annum, did not
i continue as voluntary contributors or who did not exereise the opition given to

them at the time of the 1968 revision to re-eneter the scheme on payment of
arrears of contributions, Furthermore, the option may now be exercised with or
without the payment of arrears of contributions with, of course, the consequential
effect on the amount of future benefit entitlement. Decause of the contribution
conditions which h-ve to be satisfied, however, the opiion is neoessarily
restricted to those under 50 years of age. ‘

Before I conclude, I should mention that thé'proposals,which I have outlined for
reviewing coniribution and benefit rates have been put to the Government

" Actuary's Department who have advised that they are soundly based from an

actuarial report of view so that this, coupled with the present sound state of

the Fund, alYgurs well for the future. Once this review has been launched, it will
be possible to devote more attention to planning ahead for an earnings - related
Scheme of insurance which, as I said in this House on 5 October last, is the
long=term aim of this Government. '

v

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, first of all this sort of increase in benefits of social insurance cannot be
but welcomed by all members in this House, That they have come when they have
come is.largely a matter of actuarial practice, and I am glad that the Hon Member
has been able to say what was said by this side of the House during the election,
but not believed, that a pension of some £6 could be reached immediately, and

I am glad that there is no scoffing at remarks of this kind now, There are one
or.two questiorg Sir, which I would like to put to the Minister and these are
first in a general fashion, how will the House be. able to influence his thinking
before he goes firm on legislation. :

HON A J CANEPA:

5ir, I would say that it is up to Members on the other side of thé House to
make whatever proposals, whatever representations they may like to make to the
Government arising from the statement which I have nedes I undertike to give

such proposals my carnest consideration., I also woudA—T—tiTk avail myself of the
BIUPY X} e
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. HON M XIBERRAS: | | | (
: ;gib;téﬁ:;jfigﬁf in thinking that the scheme will not be universal in the sense
~khat everybody would have to belong to it? : :

.10, C

opportunity mesr ta state that I'ﬁill malke the report of <he adtuaries gvailable
to any member' of the Opposition who may wish to see it, The report could be of

7. help t¢ thém 4h framing whatever proposals they may wish to make. I must however

 "pdint?outfthat*I*Hmicbnberned~ta‘get’theslegislation brought to the House at the

ol

* ‘earliest possible opportunity in order to make the date of implementation as earl;
; «as' PRI = - \,VA £ ¢ s L & O o THET :

“

_HON A J CANEPA:

" That is so Sire. In fact, at present, there are certain persons who are and who
will conkinue to be debarred from the scheme, TFor instance, those who are self
- employed, They camnnot came into the scheme, ‘ ' :

"~ HON-M XIBERRAS: - v e 22 ‘ ‘

.. Sir, I was referring to pepgpﬁs‘wﬁb were not self employed. The Minister, I
«. .4 believe, spoke about an option and he spoke about the under 50's paying., I am
.- referring to the over 50's who don't have a pension and the purpgse of the

question put to him at an earlier stage or at an earlier meeting of . the House was
directed at those people who would be of pensionable age but would have ng

-..pension, Now what is going to happen to those people?. o {
HON A J CANGPA: iy . ;

’ Sir, persdgs who &are of pension&ble agegggg have no penSiong,andehbdmay be
suffering hardship are already eligible to apply for supplementary benefits (
which at the present rate for a married couple compare quite favourably witﬁ

the new pension for e couple that it is proposed to introduce of” £7.10 sm—¥he
easo—of —the—pensien, as opposed to £6.60 for a mmrried couple under Supplementary
Benefits. Now I think I should explain why this figure of..e...

ey pprs O ‘
MRSPEAKER , _
I'mustn't allow debate on the stgtement in any manner or form, Theré are some
~‘questions which can be asked to clarify any matters within the statement, but we
mustn't go into the actual composition and scheme to, provide the benefits
" mentioned in the statement, bat T . T G N q
HON M XTBERRAS: il
Sir I believe the short answer to my question is that those peoplebWOuld not
receive an immediate benefit., i p
HON AJ CANEPi: Ak dmde e PN ¢
8ir, would the Hon Leader of ‘the Opposition explain whatfhefﬁeﬁﬁs'ﬁy immediate
benefit? ; B w dIES ik i T
|
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HON M XIBERRAS :

Sir, the Hon Member has made a statement in which he hes referred to a question
which was asked from this side of the House earlier, The purpose of that question
was to see whether he would be able to make the scheme universal in the sense of
being applicable to all people as from now, as from when the scheme was introduced.
The Minister has given the impression that he has met the point being made at the

"time'hy\th;s‘side. I am pointing out, Sir, at this stage or trying to elicit
from the Mihister whether in fact everybody is going to be included or it is just

a question of the people under 50 being able to contribute, because there is an
important distinction Sir,

HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, if you will 2llow me I will clarify that point. I think it is a.wvalid
point, Sir, I think there are two main reasons for deciding on limiting the
option for people to re-enter insurance to those people /the age of 50. One is
that the contribution condition that must be satisfied to be eligible to an 014
Age Pension is that a minimum of 500 contributions should have been paid. Now,
Sir, for someone over the age of 50 it may not be easy to satisfy that condition
unless his record of contribution for the remainder of his working life up to the
age of 65 where to be really excellent, The second consideration, Sir, is this
that even though one may satisfy this condition of 500 contributions it will only
entitle a person to a very small pension, and one is concerned Sir, that it should
be worthwhile. One is concerned that people re-enetering insurance or entering
it perhaps for the first time should not be under any misconception as to what
they might get on reaching pensionable age at 65. I have considered Sir, that

a person aged under 50 would be contributing for another 15 years and because the
scheme has only been in operation for 17 years he could, on reaching pensionable
age at 65, get a pension that would be at least half the maximum and therefore
make it worthwhile for him, These are Sir, the two main reasons which I have
borne in mind. -

HON M XIBERRAS :

Sir, I'1l try to keep my questions as brief as possible, has the Minister
considered direct Government supplementation of the pensions in order to enable
those over 60 at present to get an immediate benefit?

HON A J CANERA: - . - . -, B o
. 8ir, I think it doesn't really arise. They can get supplementary benefits. Any

transitional arrangements Sir, along the lines of what the Hon the Leader of the
Opposition is suggesting such as for instance in the field of non~-contributory
retirement pensions requires very considerable legislation and entails difficulties
in increasing the rates. There is a very considerable time element involved in
this exercise. I don't think that when there is separate provision, admittedly
not as of right, —3-5—p isben under the supplementary benefit scheme to
alleviate hardship in those cases where people have not,possibly through no fault

o f their own , qualified for a pension, SRl themle—tlent one should introduce
transitional provisions that will only really complicate what is alreaiy a very
complex matter,

S i = Ad AT AN - TR <
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HON M XTEERRAS:

Sir, for the time being we must agree to disagree on this one, and I think
it is a very important point both from the point of view of the Ministerhimself,
and from the point of view of the ponsioners, :

Sir, can I ask in respect of the option, the Minister referred to, whether
back payments would be entailed? :

L

HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, does .the Hon Leader of the Opposition mean,bf'back payments for~ih3ténce
- that a:person now,re-entering or entering insurance for the first timé would be
entitled.to apply for a maternity grant in respect of a birth 5 years ago?

Sir, if the Hon Member will give way, I was referring to the payment of
contributions Sir, ' .

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker could he rephrase his question again please Sir?

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir,. will the péoplé Wwho are allowed"qdvexerbise this bptiéh be required to pay
arrears in contribution, e

HON A J CANLP..:

Sir, it will not be mandatory. It will be up to them, If they wish tonay,;_
arrears of contributions they are welcome to do so because thyt: will éntitléﬂ”“
them to @ higher pension, If they are unable to poy arrears of contributions and
they want:to' enter the scheme for whatever reasons, they will be entitled to a
pension.at the age of 65, It will be a reduced pension based on their’
contributions, ‘ i :

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, one of the things that was mentioned earlier in this House in respgct

of Social Insurance Pensions was the possibility of h-ving a retirement pension
in lieu of an old age pension, The increase of about, let's sayabout £2, for the
single person applicable throughout means that most of the funds available to the
Government are going to be directed towards a general increase mnd makes
impossible or less feasible a retirement pension which as I understood it might
have gone up as high as £11 had the condition for getting this pensions been

that you had actually oceased to work.
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MR SPEAKER:

We are I think again beginning to debate but as I have said it is an important
matter which perhaps Members might wish to debate at length at a later stage, but
questions, and even then I am stretching the rules, questions must be exclusively
to clarify matters contained within the statement,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I appreciate your concern, Sir, for the number of questions being put in

this subject. My concern is in trying to elucidate for public consumption what

-the merits of the scheme are, at the same time what the Opposition feels are

short comings of the scheme or limitations, I should say, of the scheme and
therefore, Sir, at this stage - perhaps we could go into a whole debate on the
matter later on - I think it might scrve to cut down debate in the long run if these
questions were asked now and if the Minister's offer of direct representation to
him be taken. This is why my first question was: how could Government influence

- the Minister's thinking on this matter?

HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, I do again extend an invitation to any members of the Opposition, pérticularly
-those concerned in this field, to come to sec me, to write to me with their
proposals and I do undertake to give them very earnest consideration,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Except Sir, that obviously the Opposition must make its view and its concern known
at this stage Sir. Therefore the last question I asked was has the Minister
considered putting all the eggs in this fund into a retirement pension rather than
- spreading the jam, as it were, over all entitled persons.

o

HON 4 J CANEPA:

Sir, I am not greatly in favour of a retirement vension scheme, I do not like the
idea, It exists in the United Kingdoms I do not like the idea of ,a two tier
system of pensions the higher rate being conditional on a man having to retire from
work. I would not like to put that option before our elderly, of retirement say
for,the sake of a rate - he mentioncd +the figure - of £11. Retirement from work
would be compulsory in that case and the alternative in the United Kingdom is

that whilst they continue working beyond the age of 65 they do not get any pension
whatsoever, Sir, Here in Gibraltar they will be able to continue working

beyond the age of 65 and yet be entitled to £7.10.

HON M XIBERRAS:

8ir, I accept the Minister's point and this probably is one we whould have rajised
earlier, I must just say of course Sir, that £7.10 again is a help but it is not a
living wage. Sir, may I ask two other questions which perhaps the Minister might

choose not to answer. The first is what is the general effect of the Moroccan
labour contribution?



HON A J CANEPA:
Sir, I don't think Sir that arises from my statement,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, the point I was driving at was by how much benefits could be increased,
because a lot would hinge en what the dctuaries thought of the Mrococcan Labour
contribution, And the other ome Sir; is the scheme which was discussed at a
different stage in this House in respect of our neighbours across the way, is
that scheme taken into account as well in the actuaries report? This also would
affect the general level of benefits quite considerably., These two points:

' Morocean Labour contribution and the offer which as far as I know is still on the
- table, - o '

HON 4 J CANEZA:

8ir, this has been taken into account and that is why I have offered to make
available the report of the actuaries, It is a factor mentioned there,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, my final question is, is the Minister satisfied that the adtuafies havg not
been.toq conservative? '

HON-A J CANEPA: TN

Sir, I would say that on the contrarye Mc are increasing contributions into the
Social Insurance Fund by 89% and yet we are paying out 150% on the long term
benefit., To be honest about it 3ir, I am more than happy that they have gone
along Wwith me on this one and haven't committed, or haven't put before me for
consideration whether I should not have proposed increases in contributionsghthe

same nercentage as the benefits that—shey—are—goins—te—obiain, I think thqy?&ave

been very liberal Sir.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I think the Hon Member deserves my thanks for ahswering all those qpeétions
patiently, the Members on this side of the House look forward to contributing to
“his thinking as I mentioned earlier, and we'd better leave it at that Sir. -

"HON J BOSSANO:

+ I would like to ask the Minister Mr Speaier, whether he will consider allowing the
same principle of retrospective payments payment of arrears, to people who are over

50 so that they can join the scheme if they are willing to pay the arrecars to the
age of 50,
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HON A J CANEPA:

This could be very dangerous. It is very good business for someone aged 64 today
to pay back so much in arrears knowing that at the rate of £7.10 a week he is
going to get his money back with interest in a very short period of time, I don't
think, Sir, that this is a principle of social insurance. You must earn your
benefits through payment of contributions over a period of time,

HON J BOSSANO:

Sir, the appropriate principle is one of social justice and not social insurance...

MR. SPEAKER : ,
Either one or the other?

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Minister say whether the level of benefits is going to be reviewed.every

5 years or at shorter intervals? ‘ )

HON A J CANEPA:

I suppose Sir, that one would be able certainly under an earnings felatedvscheme
to review the level of benefits at more frequent intervals than 5 years,

HON J BOSSANO:

But for this particular scheme, Mr Speaker, which is not earningé'relate&,‘is it
intended that there should be no actuarial review until 5 years time as has been
the caze at present? '

HON'A J CANEPA: &

Sir, I hope to have the earnings related scheme imblemehted before the next
actuarial review,

HON J BOSSANO:

Will the Minister consider the possibility of setting up some sort of fund to
protect this level of benefits once they are introducedby things like COLA payments
being extended to beneficiaries under the Insurance Scheme on the same basis as
they are extended to people in enployment?

HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, this is a contributory scheme.,



HON J BOSSANO:

. Y S . q
Sir, this is precisely the point, that if people are contributing £1 today which
has 'got a purchasing power of 100 pence and they get the beenfit in a year's time
which is nominally £1, but has a purchasing power of 90 pence then they are being
robbed. L ‘ ‘
o . S 3 ‘
MR SPEAKER: ' ‘ )
- Order, = Perhaps these are the sort of mabbters which will be raised by the
Opposition when they take the opportunity to visit the Minister to discuss the
report itself,
|

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, there is one more question, and that is would the Honourable and Learned the
Bhief Minister give the House an assurance that this complicated legislation will
"be brought to the notice of members with rather more time for them to study it

than the four or five or six rather hefty bills we got at rather short notice for q
this meeting of the House?

HON CHIEF_MINISTER:

Eveny,pdésible.opportunity,will be given to publish this bill aé soon as possible,
and I am sure that we will not be asking as often as the previous Government to
dispense with Standing Orders about Bills.
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MOTTONS

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, I rise in support of the first of two motions standing in my name, I
will endsavour to be as short as possible since we are dealing with the motter
which was dealt with at great length during our November meeting which was the
Trade Licensing Bill which was then beforc the House in an endeavour to meet the
deadline of the 31st December to remove ony diserimination in Trade Licensing
as required by our taking our place in the European Economic Community, ifter
considerable debate the Bill which we never thought would be of a very permonent
nature was considerably amended to mect Doints raised by the Opposition and also
points that had occurred sincs the original draft was prepared and we came to the
compromise on the question of the datc of the validity of that law which should
come to an end on the 31st Bay, and T then gave an undertaking that immediately
that it was possible or rather at the next meeting which is the present one, we
would appoint a Select Committes to lcok intc the now Trade Licensing Ordinance
and generally at the question of Trade Licensing in order to be able to produce

@ more permanent and an easier or perhaps simpler and effective way of exercising
the necessary controls in Trade Licensing to safeguard primarily the interests
of the community and when T say community in that respect I mean the community

of Gibraltar, So in pursuance of that undertaking I now have thg honour to move
that this House resolves that the Select Committee be appointed to consider the

- Brade Licensing Ordinance 1972 and *o formulate proposals for a Bill to replace

this Ordinance when it expires on the 31lst Moy 1973. Mr Speaker, I commend the
motion, - g

Mr 8pesker then proposed the question in the terms of the Hon the Chief Minister's
motion,. : e

HON P J IsoLA:

Mr Speaker, on this side of the House we welcome this motion, This is rcally the
aftermath of the considerable discussion there was on the Government'’s original
Trade Licensing Bill which you will recollect, Mr Speaker, received quite a lot

of opposition from this side of the House and received a great number of =
amendments, We are glad of this opportunity of looking at a law to which we

found some quite fundemental objections when it came hefore this House. I don't
think it is necessary at this stage to state in any detail how the Opposition feels
on this Bill or rather on the Trade Licensing Ordinance, as it is now, but I think
the House can expect that this side of the Ilouse and I am sure the Governmen: side
as well now welcomes this opportunity to be able to look into this Ordinance to
some depth and in particular to the principles that have guided its enactment,

I don't think we should at this stago commit ourselves any further than to say
that we welcome the opportunity of a Select Committee as we ourselves suggested

at the second reading of the Bill, we welcome the opportunity of a Selcct

Committee of the House going fully into the whole question of Trade Licensing and
the principles behind it, We welcome this motion Mr Speaker, '

Mr Speaker then put ﬁhé’question which was resolved in the affirmative and “the
motion was accordingly carried,
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

3ir, in accordance with the provisions of Standing Orders the second motion
follows from the 1st and that is that this House resolves that the following
members should be appointed to the Select Committee to consider the Trade

. . Licensing Ordinance 1972 and to formulate proposals for a Bill to replage this

" ‘motion,

Ordinance when it expires on 31lst May 1973:

. The Hon A W Seyfaty ' The Hon M K Featherstone
" 'The Hon H J Zammitt The Hon P J Isola
~ The Hon J Bossano e

Sir, as is the custom in these cases the membership has been insofar as the two
_.parties of the House are concerned, has becn that each Party has selected its
- ioown membors and the two representatives of the "Opposition are those nominated by
. the Opposition and I would just like to say one word, perhaps I might have said
.~ that in response to the previous motion and that is that I hope I think it is
‘;,pertinent to say it ‘in this context, I hope that the Select Committee will look
.. at the matter as, broadly as possible in an endeavour to reach agreement broadly
on matters which affect evérybody for as lovig as this community has to have
private'trdding'and‘it is not all taken over by the state as some. people would like,
. I think it is essential that the interest of all the community as & whole, and
.the way in which it affec¢ts traders, consumers and generally the public that there
.Bhould be as much consensus as possible on the matter, Sir, I commend the .
motion, O T b St

Mr Speaker then proposéd the question in the terms of the Hon Chief Minister's

HON P J ISOLA: TR S R «
We welcome the motion. :We have agreed to the cémposition of thel591Q§t:d5mmittée
-and. I am sure the Select Committee will no doubt wish to take note of the words™

- of the Chief Minister on this matter, K el A
Mr Speaker -then put thefquestion which was resolved in the affirmative‘éhd £he
motion was accordingly carried, ST

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES NO.3 OF 1972/73. = Fiy, wt <hbeow (
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOFMENE SECRETARY: ’— |

;Sir,vI have thé'honour to move that‘the HOusé fésolVes itself ihfd Committee to .
consider Supplementary Estimates No.3 of 1972/73. o

This was agreed to and the House resolved ifseif iptolcommittee. ‘ ‘

Item 1 Head 1 Audit was agreed to,
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Item 2 Head IV, Education w

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, I was wondering whether all of the;£26 are going to be paid all at
once, or little by little? A

Htem 2. Head IV, Education was agreod to,

Ttom 3 Head VIII.'Jgg;g;algrsﬁpre@g”ggggﬁ was agreed to.

ITtem 4 Head VIIT, Judicial, Magistra?es and Coroners Court was agreed to.

Item 5 Head X, Public Works

HON P ISOLA:

One point I am not guite clear. Telephono service increased rental, how doos that
rise in a Government Department., ' ‘

L et e
e

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

This is a common transaction from one department to the other;f§§-%he‘Teiophone
Department gets the necessary credit for the service they perform,

Ifem15 Head ‘X. Public Works was agroed to,

Item 6 Head XI. Public Works Annually Recurrent . SRe-~ g '1}5
HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, in respect of a great number of the items here we are dealing with the
effect of the increases brought about by the biennial review. Could the .House be

told whether in fact this reflects the whole of the wage settlement in respect of
the industrial workers for the 9 months of the year?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECR !TARY

Yes Sir, theso are the amounts which the departments estimate that,they will

require in addition to any savings to moet the cost of wages dncluding the
biennial award.

Ttem 6 Head XI. Public Works Annually Recurrent was agreed to;
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tem gad Public Works Non Recurrcnt

HON PINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRIT.RY :

Sir, I must apologise for a typing error in the very first item. ~25.Tower Blocks
Provision of doors, in the remarks at the right hand side, It says "to be met
from savings under Head 10 Subhead 1" th.t in fact Sir, I am sorry, should read

(29

"Head 11 Subhead 1", which was the paitihg programme,

Item 7 Head XII. Public Works Non Recurrent was agreed to,

Item 8 Head XITI. Law Officers was agreéd to,-

Item 9 Head XV, Medical and Public Health was agreed to,

Item 10 Heaa XVI, Miscellaneous Scrvices

HON P J ISOLA:

Sir, on the question of the cost of publishing in the Financial Times, the
survey on Gibraltar. Is this thae increased cost of £75Q or is it the total cost
of the publication?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

yes, Sir, as I understand the £750 is the total cost to public funds of the
Financial Times Survey,

HON M XIBERRAS: N
-Did I understand-the Hon Financial Secretary £750 was the total cost?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRIT.RY :

The total cost to public funds as I recall subject to correction I will undertake
to - if I am wrong in this statement - T will undertake to write to the Hon

Member immediately,

.y

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I don't want to interfere with the Fina.cial and Development Secretary but I think
I can help a little to know that it was £750 because in connection with another
supplement which the Times is publishing and which the Government is taking a small
share; the question of the cost to the Tinancial Times was very much mentioned,
and I remember quite clearly that it was £750.

HON P J ISOLA:

The other point, the grant to the Civil Jervice Social Club to meet initial
expenses incurred in the opening of the club, One welcomes this help hy the
Government towards initial expenses in opening of clubs which are obviously
greatly for the benefit of the community, but can I take it that similar clubs can
expect similar assistance from the Government in respect of initial expenses
incurred in the opening of these clubs which are purely for social purposes?



HON FINANCTAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir,'the.Civil Service, the employces of the Government, the Government has a
responsibility towards the Civil Service and the provision of recreational
facilities, club facilities for civil servents that it would not have towards
other olubs. ' ' 40

HON P J ISOLA:

Is it laid down in general orders or Colonial Regulations or is it just that the
Government feels that other tax payers should be’ more generous to Government
Servants than other groups of tax peyors? Just the general principle, we don't
object to the expenditure, but you knou we stand by the. prineiple of helping
clubs, but we wonder whether other clubs can hope to receive sympathetic
consideration from the Government in respect of initial expenses? -

HON H J ZAMMITT:

My Speaker, Sir, on the question of other olubs there is the’ Sporting and
Cultural Committee that is prepared tu consider applications on this mattor Sir.

HON CHIEF MINISTER: o M e

Sir, I would like to say that this was 2 commitment of the previous Govermnent,

in faot it was inaugurated by Oy predocessors,

HON M XIBERRAS: A S
I think the point my Honourable and Learncd Friend is tnying‘to'make is asking how

the size of the eontribution towards initial expenses, compare with vhat other
clubs get?: & 1 ‘ PETs 1

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, Sir, on item 9, Fristing and Stationary & bofore we leave the main
head - did I hear rightly the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister saying th.t this

item was going to be published in the Fincneial Times in May?

HON CHIEF MINISTER: ,
That is not the one published yet. Yes that's fight,

HON J' CARUANA ;

- If this is going to_bd published in Moy, Mr Speaker, is it in order tovinciﬁdg a

finaneicl item in this year which is going to be incurred in the following financial
year and knowingly so. One appreciates its a commitment but one could honour the

A commitment not necessarily in this years! ostimate if it is not going to be spent.

We are voting here money which.we .are telling the people is going to be spent before

"~ the end of Marchi,
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HON FINANCI.L AND DEVELOPMENT ‘SECRITALY :

Siry I think we may take it that sincc the cxpenditure is included here we
expeot to be billed and required to p~y before the ond of the financial year.

Item 10, Head XVI Miscellaneous 3crvicos was agreéd to.

Ttem 11, Head XVIII. Police

HON M XIBERRAS :

Sir, these figures don't include the cost of the séttlemént to'thq Police os a
result of the last review, Do they?

HON CHIEP MINISTER:
They do not.

Item 11, Head XVIII. Police was agreod to,

Item 12, Head XIX. Port was agreed to.

Ttem 13. Hoad XX. Post Office and Savings Bank was agreed to.

‘Ifem i#.-Head:XXIIi. ﬁeﬁéhﬁe' whd i s
HON P J ISOLA: ' '

Sir, one .point and that is that a Specizl Grade Clerk is to be appointed -in the
Licensing Section for work on the Trade Licensing Ordinance, can I take it that
this is not an appointment of a permanant nature, in view of the fact the
Select Committee of the House has to look into-this particular ordinance?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOBPMENT SECRETARY :

Yes Sir, I can give you that assurance, this appointment is directed to the
volume of work we expect in the next few months, - -

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, on item 2 under that Head Upkcop of &lcotric Cranes, does this refer to the
crane that never works down at the Port? T will ropeat that Sir, does item 2

this Head of Revenue, refer to the crane thot never works in the Port? Sir,
perhaps the Hon Minister for the Ports may throw some light on the matter? Sire,
there is a crane which I gather is clectric at the Port which hasbeen idle for a
good number of years, I was wondering whethor this was in respect of that or is

1t in respect of opcration of a crano .that does work? Mr Speaker, I am sorry, to
make a point about this but the Hon the Minister for Port seems to have heen struck

dumb in this particular meeting, Here is an itom which concgrns the Port, I would
imagine, this is Revenue,
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HE know'there are oranes at. Waterport which land: ;
. Waterport, and there is one outside which is also working, As far as I am aware

23,

HON A W SERPATY:

If the ifem includés wages it can't be for a ordne which is not working, T know
there are cranes at Waterport and I presume it is in reference to those cranss
whibh are working. v: DREPRPLE

-

HON M XIBERRAS: .
In respeet of what are we being asked to vote £782.,

HON A W SERFATY: S
Increase in wages from the 1lst July on 2 total bill of £9,360.

"HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Which was voted in the previous Estimatos defended by the previous Government.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I thank the Hon the Chief Ministcr for taking an interest in other Momber's
Dgpartment and letting us have an answer, but I think he will readily agree that
this side is entitled to ask questions and entitled to receive ‘answors,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Of course that is why I specified that there is a provision there on vhich we are
adding the cost of an increase in wages., : PRTE R S8t CLRDG

© HON.W M ISOLA: o 5 ,
© Is the Minister for Port aware that there is a orane that is not Working in the

Port?

HON A W SERFATY: . . —

the goods from théﬂbéfgeé?ih#o
they are %11 working.

Bat gsxhe amare that there is a.orane that is not working?

HON A V7 SERRATY: ik ut ¥
Per bow Yong hag it not been warking?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Lot; them substantiate. their allegations and we will deal with them.. We carnot
have wild statoments made on the other 3ido. o '



~ HON M XIBERRAS: =,
.. 8ir, the allegation is made.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
But not now, These people have to be paid,

Item 14. HeadXXIII. Revenue was agreed to.

Item 15, Head XXVI. Tourst Qffice

HON W ISOLA:
Mr Speaker, perhaps the Minister for Tourism

a.
what this lecal reserach is, it is something tc do with fishing
fishes,

HON A W SERFATY: .
Sir, this is a revote in yespect of 1971/72.

HON W M.ISOLA:
Is what?

HON A W SERFATY:

Local research, I don't think it is fishing, I think it is on statistics but I am
sticking my neck out, I could not tell you exactly. Could be statistics or
fishing because I know that there is a vote of £500 for research in fishing, but
this money has not been spent, as far os I am aware s 8o it must be on statistical
information, . . Ao o L

HON W M ISOLA: .

Mr ‘Speaker, if my memayy does mot fail mc, and it does not normally fail me in
these matters, if I remember rightly on the Supplementary Estimates 1972/73, the
House did vote £500 for research to find out very specially where the fishes are,
There was no money voted for local research on statistics, If that is what the
Minister is referring to, so I assume that the local .research is’ to find oyt the
good places where fishes are for tourists to come along to do soms fishing - but
can the Minister state why there should be a revote in 1972/73 ‘shnee in 197/72
there was no money voted for local research in fishing? .. .. . Jdige T

HON A W SERFATY; - . |

Wasn't'there some money voted for a supplement to the P A Report? Presumably it
refers to that, it cost £1,000 in fact. gehin it 3
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HON W M ISOLA:

Yes, but that finished and that was spent in September when the local statistics
finished with the P A Report, but there was an item of £500 for local research
specifically for fishing,

HON A W SERFATY:

As far as I amavare it has not been spent, not on research in'fishing.

R SPOAGm: D :

Order. I will not have either talking across the House or two Members standing at
the same time, . ’ '

HON W M ISOLA:

Well, could the Minister then tell us what the amount he is asking us to vote
in this particular item is for, with certainty? i

HON A W SERF.ATY: i & ik

Mr Speaker, this is a revote from 1971/72 and presumably has been spent before my
time. This is why I have not taken a great interest to find out, because it says

- a revote.

HON M XI3ERRAS:

Sir, we come back to the same principles that the Minister is bringing this to

the House, whenever it was spent, and he should know what the vote is about surely.
Sir, the Hon Minister has two items under Tourist Office, prosumably he knows. that
the £500 is about : 'sm 23, and what are the £1,000 about? ' "

HON A W SERFATY:

I don't know bécause this was something that was not voted in the time of this
Administration and that I do know because the Previous Administration had only
included a vote of £1,800 for the election of Miss Gibraltar, and we calculated
that it would cost another £500. In fact as it was it cost much less than in = *©
the previous year, This I do. know but I know nothing abdut this revote that is
mentioned in the Estimates,. Soe e ’

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, as I read this, I have o copy of the 1972/73 Estimates here, the
Approved Estimates for 1971/72 was for £1,050. Reading that in conjunction with
the information given here, "revote in respect of 1971/72 accounts paid in
1972/73" I would take this to be that a bill was incurred in 1971/72 but it was not
paid in that year, and this had to be »aid in 1972/73 and therefore what is being
asked for is a revote of the money which was not expended last year to be paid this
year, to pay for services rendered last year, :
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JPM M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I am sure it is a very authoritative statement but I would much have
preferred it to come from the Hon Minister for Tourism, The fact remains 3ir,
that the Hon Minister for Tourism is asking the House to vote £1,000 and:. does
not know what it is about.

HON A W SERFATY:
Well, how could I know what it is about when it was spent in the time of my
predecessor?

HON M XIBERRAS:

S8ir, he is assuming that it was spent in the time of his predecessor.: T don't
accept entirely what the Honourable and Grnllant Col Hoare had to say on the

matter. It may be that the work was nct done until now, But surely, it is not
too much for the House to expect the Minister to explain two 1tems under the vote
Tourist Offloe.

HON A W SERFATY:

My guess is, and I am sure I am rlght that these £1,000 is in respect of the
last P.A., Report 1971/72 paid for in 1973,

HON FINANCTIAL. AND ‘DEVELOPMENT SECRLTARY:

This is a revote of the funds provided in 1971/72 for local research whlch was on
the services of the Management Consultants, Bills paid in 1972/73.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I seem to recall the hiring of two assistants locally for research to * -

. complement the PA Report, as Im call these £1,000 but I would say that this

information should come from the other side, not from this,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Sir, it comes from the Financial and Development Secretary very properly.

HON M XIBERRAS:

I am grateful for the Financial Secretary's information at this stege it would heve
saved a lot of time if it had been forthcoming in the first place.

Item 15, Head XXVI. Tourist Office was agrecd to.
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Item 16.&Improvement and Deveiopment Fund

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, in respect of the whole Head of Expenditure of Improvement and
Development Fand, quite,a number of the items are re-vtoes from 71/72, can the
Hon Financial and Development Secretary say whether this in fact are the items
that produced a lower expenditure in 71/72 and therefore produced a-higher. surplus
unestimated which was then carried over into the reserves of the Fun@?

T

** HON. FINANCIAL, AND DEVELOPMENT SECRIT .RY:

Sir,che:items;&éééfibéd'as'revotes are certainly amounts that was intended to

+ spend in the previous year which .will however only become spent in this year. This
‘we would not have known not as early as March 1973, how much thése revotes would

amount to, but we would have known in the course of the following months,

- 'HON J BOSSANO: " . - , bonae sl Y5 16 590
" 'The point Mr Speaker that T am trying to make is that in actual fact oxpenditure

last year from the Improvement and Developmont Fund came to some £150,000 less than
estimated. e now find ourselves in the tenth month of the following year revoting
the money. Now This seems to be a peculiar way of going about allocating funds,

and it seems that the way the present expenditure is being treated in respect of
72/73 is likely to bring about a situation where we are going to have an enormous
under expenditure on paper just like they had last year, and we are going to find
oursevles a year from now revoting moncy which is quite unnecessary to vote now,

'HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

,,Welifsirlit‘is never easy in advance to know precisely how much ﬁchey ﬁill be

spent, all that I can:say is that the Public VWorks Department have gone very
carefully, as carefully as they -could, into the estimates of how much money they

‘will need to disburse on each of tho projects: between now and the 31lst of March.

These are figures which we ﬁhink-it right to bring to thé‘House,Of Assembly for

. approvale -, ...

o s

HON J CARUANA:

- I know-that the Financia}4and_Pevelopment Secretary means Well_wheﬁlhé_said»that
~the Public Works, Department has looked carefully into these figures sand ik

assuming or predicting that all of these monies are going to be spent bpefore

March 1973, the end of March 1973. But I think ®hat this side of the House.is
- trying to do at:this stage is to prove that there are many items on this.

Supplementary Estimates which will not by any stretch of the.imaginaticn.be.
fulfilled before March 1973, and therefore the figures at that date whiech have

.. been presented will lead to a lot of'confusion. There are two items which:T could
- ..5ingle out as items which no. doubt the Public Works Department has looked carefully
at, and that is item..... bt U050 a8 : s T ook, et S

































































































































































































































































































































































































































