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QUESTICNS ASKED AT THE MEETING OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY HELD ON TUESDAY
THE 15TH MAY 1973.

No.53 of 1973 ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Will Government state for the year 1971/72 and 1972/73 how much of the
revenue obtained from income tax assessments on individuals was due to
assessments in respect of the years in question in each case and how
much was due to assessments in respect of preceding years?

Lnswer:

The Financial and Development Secretary

The revenue obtained from income tax assessments issued to individuals
during the year 1971/72 in respect of assessable income for that year
amounted to £119,13€. In addition revenue amounting to £145,926 was re-
ceived in the same year from assessments issued to individuals in 197G/71
and 1971/72 in respect of assessable income for 197C/71 and earlier years.

The revenue obtained from income tax assessments issued to individuals
during the year 1972/73 in respect of assessadle income for that yegr
amounted to £70,729. In addition revenue amounting to £207,452 was
received in the same year from assessments issued in 1971/72 and 1972/73
in respect of assessable income for 1971/72 and earlier years.

SUXPLEMENTARY TO NO.53 OF 1973

HON J BCSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon the Financial and Development Secretary say whether
he has reason to believe that the figures he has quoted can be considerably
improved upon as a result of improvements in the manning of the Income
Tax Office which will enable the follow up of assessments which are
delayed in their collection .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOi:MENT SECRETARYX®
~ .

I thank the Hon Member . Yes, Sir, it is noticeable in the answer I have
just given that in 1972/73 as compared with the previous year, we collected
a substantial amount less in respect of assessments for that year, but we
more than offset that temporary loss by a very substantial increase in the
yield collected from arrears from previous years. Last year in 1972/73

we did concentrate very heavily on catching up with arrears and to some
extent current collection suffered but we do hope and believe that now
with the strengthening in the revenue department we shall keep catching

up with arrears and we shall catch up with current collections.

HON M4JCR R J pHLIZA:

YW
Could the Hon Financial and Development Secretary say if this is not an
indication that in fact there are hidden reserves in the revenue of the
Government which were not shown in the estimates,
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HON FINANCIAT, AND DEVELOIMENT SECRETARY:

No Sir, I doubt that question by saying that if we look at ° the latest
out turn that we know for 1972/73 one of the items where the yield has falle
short of the estimate is Income Tax. There is, of course, a backlog of
income tax yet to be collected.
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No.54 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Bgssano

In respect of the yield from Income Tax for the years 1971/72 and 1972/73
will Government state how much revenue wias obtained from assessments on
individuals and how mu€h from assessments on companies?

answer:

The Financial and Development Secretary

Income Tax collected in 1971/72 from individuals amounted to £265,062 and
income tax collected from companies in the same Year amounted to £338,564,
During 1972/73 the corresponding amounts collected were £278,181 from
individuals and £357,275 from companies.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.54 OF 1973.

HON J BGCSSANO:

Can the Financial and Development Secretary give the House an indication

to what extent the remarks that he made in respect of assessment on
individuals also apply to assessment on companies, that is, how much leeway
there is for catching up on arrears.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOCMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I think there is no doubt that there is also arrears outstanding of
income tax from companies on which likewise we are working,

HON J BCSSANO:

Can the Financial and Development Secretary give an indication at all of

the extent to which he anticipates he may be able to catch up. Is it a
fact, for example, that in respect of the taxation from companies in

1972/73 this represents a high proportion of what he estimates is collectabl
or a iow groportion, Can he give something even if it is as vague as that,

-Mr Speaker?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOIMENT SECRETARY:

Sir the collections in 1972/73 despite what I said a little while ago
about dhe total of collections being short of the estimate are not
substantially short of the estimate., 1In other words, Sir, we have
collected very nearly what we thought it was possible to collect.
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HON J BCSSANO:

Could I have some further clarification on this soint Mr Speaker. Is it

a question of assessing the ca_ acity of the Income Tax Department to
collect revenue at the beginning of the year and then finding that that
assessment is substantially correct, that is that it is physically not
possible to collect more or is the Hon Financial and Development Secretary
saying that even with a much better manned and organised Income Tax
Degpartment there are no more companies available to have tax collected
from them?

HON FIN/.NCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETAKY:

I can't go further ,l I have not got available to me figures indicating the
amount of arrears of companies,

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Financial and Development Secretary confirm that in respect of the
assessment made for 1972/73 there are ohly some 360 companies involved and

does this not represent a very smmll proportion of the total business
community?

HON FIN4NCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I did supply the Hon Member opposite sometime ago with the number of
companies on whom assessments had been made. I don't have that information
here Sir, I can't discuss it I am afraid,
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NO.g5 OF 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Caruana

Why has the plan for the use of an area at Waterport Enclosure for

decongestion of incoming goods not been implemented yet?

asnswer:

The Minister for Tublic Jorks

It has not yet been possible to complete the works e.g. the re-surfacing
involving re-alignment and asphalting of the area, between the d@ckside

and the shed itself because of more urgent demancs on the small gang
employed on this specialised type of work. The work cannot be put out .
to contractas no contractor at present, undertakes the type of work involved

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.55 of 1973.

HON J CA4RUANArx

Mr Speaker, is the Minister in a position to give an indication when this
facility is likely to be put into effect or the work be completed?

HON LT CCL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker the asphalting cannot be done for some considerable time, so

in an effort to get this going as soon as possible,we are accelerating the
Other minor works involved and we hope that within the next month a start
will be made on the use of the area, I cannot see the asphalting (which

is the major job involved)being done for several months because of more
important work of a higher priority. For example we have got the Moorish
Castle Estate roads which are in a shocking state which have to be done.
We have got Governor's Parade area to be cleaned up and resurfaced, We
have got the Rosia Road re-surfacing programme to do. I want also to have
a temporary car park at Catalan Bay for the summer season. These are all
pressing jobs all done by the same gang and as I said before this is not
work that can be put out to contract becausé nobody else other than the
Public Works Department can do it in Gibraltar at the moment.

HON J CAKUANA:

Mr Speaker, whilst appreciating that the asphalting of the ares is
important the area in question has been without asphalt for the last 70
or 80 years so the important and crucial answer to the question is when
will the stores themselves be available for use by importers?



HON LT CCL J L HOARE:

I am afraid the Hon Questioner isn't quite correct. The asphalting has not
been done in the last 80 years but neither have fork lifts been intended

to be used there,and Fhe cobbleos are most difficult for the fork 1lift to
work on and this is part and parcel of the plan, Now as to the minor works
inside the store itself;~these have been going on now, I think, for
something like 2 years,~ e arec now at the end of the road and as I said

in one of my replies we hope to have this within the next month perhaps
within the next fortnight so that part of it at least can be used.
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No.56 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon i J Isola

Is Government aware that the new procedure it has initiated for supplying
ship's stores out of bonded stores is causing considerable delays and
difficulties in the supply of stores to ships calling at Gibraltar?

4LNSWER:

The Financial and Development Secretary

The procedure for supplying ships' stores out of bonded stores has been
established and unchanged for many years. What has recently oc€urred is a
tightening-up of the apjlicabion of the Standing instructions, in the
interests of the production of revenue. With the co-operation of all
concerned this should not lead to difficudties or undue delays in the
sup:1ly of stores to ships calling at Gibraltar,

SUPTLBEMENTARY TC NO.56 OF 1973.

HON J CARUANA:

Is the Financial Secretary aware that the tightening up of the existing
procedures which have been unchanged for many years have led very recently
to delays in the supply of bonded goods to ships?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am aware of one casek I have said that the one case
of which I am aware wgs just one illustration of the need with which I
am sure we are all agreed to protect the revenue in this matter,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, I do not quite get the inference in the Financial and
Development Secretary's statement but the delazy caused was in no way a
matter of signature and I would like to ask the Financial and Development
Secretary why it is required now to have the signature of the Chief
Revenue Officer before goods are released from the Stores and was it not a
fact that the Chief Revenue Officer was not available on the 5th of this
month in particular that a delay of one and a galf Bours was caused in

the supply to a ship which almost left without stores.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELODMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think that we are discussing what we may believe is
the same case but we are discussing a case that we cannot discuss in this

House. I don't think I want to be drawn into a detailed discussion of this
matter Sir,
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MR SPEAKER:

On the guestion now no specific case should be gone into in detail. The
specific case can be referred to for the purpose of illustrating the
question but we must not go into the merits of what happened in that
particular case, of course.

HON J CARUANA:

Well, Mr Speaker, I do appreciate that it might be delicate and the
Financial and Development Secretary might be thinking of one particular
instance where the danger of the [rotection of the revenue was in
question. It was a question of supp,y, perhaps the protaection was in
another instance but can the Financial and Development Secretary tell us
what is the purpose of Form A%

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, the purpose of Form A is part of the procedure that we have for the
closest possible supervision of goods which are taken Ffor export from
bonded stores onto ships. I maintain only that the strictest supervision
of these movements is obviously necessary in the interest of the protection
of the revenue.

HON J CARUANA:

Is not the Financial and Development Secretary aware that the strict
application of Form A in fact now deprives ships telegrapghing or cabling
or radioing orders to Gibraltar before they arrive Dbecause is it not true
that Form A requires the signature of the master?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELODPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, our instructions are to the effect that no export permit is to be
signed unless ther® is a prior authority on Form A produced to the
authorised officer. We expect the Form A to be signed by a very
responsible officer on board the ship i8 not the master of the ship.

HON J CLRUANA:

The gquestion that I put, Mr Speaker, is what happens then if the ship is
cabling an order 12or 14 miles from Gibraltar and it is only coming in for
the question of vi tuall tobacco spirits etc, etc? Does not the
Financial and Dev&lopment Secretary agree that in such a case the revenue
would be affected insofar that the sale will not be made?

HON MAJCR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker this is a state of affairs which affects the economy of
Gibraltar, Could the Financial Secretary give an answer please?
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HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, it bas always been the practice for ships to telex their

orders to Gibraltar ahead of their arrival, and ship chandlers and bonded
stores suppliers have always in the past - I say this because I come from

a family who were in ship chandling - and the ships place their orders befo:
they arrive, the goods have always been ready and this tightening of the
procedure which the Government said is in the interest of protection of
revenue in Gibraltar is in fact, detrimental to sales to ships who for

many years come to Gibraltar just to take up stores and then leave and they
have no time to wait to find a chief revenue officer or the whde

question of red tape which is sometimes too severe.

HON FINALZNCIAL AND DEVELOIMENT SECRETARY:

Sir I do not accept that this is red tape at all, I think this is a
situation in which the strictest control is necessary and that we shall
try to ensure but Sir I shall take account of the question of the Hon
Member opposite and consider how our procedures need best take regard of
cases vhere the order is made by telex before the ship is there. I repeat
that tohe essential thing is that goods which are exported free of duty
that we are fully satisfied ourselves that these are legitimate duty free
export and they gre fully and properly documented,
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No.57 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon © J Isola

Can Government now state the final balance in the Impgrovement and Developmen
Fund as at 31st March 19739

ANSWER:

The Financial and Development Secretary

According to our latest estimate, which is unlikely to alter significantly
on closing the Final accounts, there was at 31 March 1973 a balance in the
Improvement and Development Fund of £401,332 of which £392,487 is the
balance of local funds. I emphasise however that this balance of local
funds is committed and must in no way be regarded as a surplus, Already
since 31 March we have jaid out a further £123 ,000 on work for which these
funds were committed. 1In addition, invoices amounting to £197,000 are
held by the Consultants for the Refuse Destructor and the Desalination
Plant for verification and payment. These and the remaining commitments
for which preovision was made in the 1972/73 Revised Estimates put

forward in the Budget will still have to be met, and there is of course

no provision for them in the 1973 /74 Estimates. 1In other words the fact

that these payments have been delayed does not mean that funds have become
available for other purposes.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.57 OF 1973

HON 2 J ISOLA:

Sir, firstly can I congratulate the Hon Members opiosite in turning a
deficit of £42,662 announced in this House......

MR SPELXER:

You must not make a statement.

HON 2> J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not making a statement,

MR SPEAKER:

Supplementaries for the purpose of clarifying the answer are completely
in order.
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HON ? J ISOLA:

Can I then thank the Hon Financial and Development Secretary for
explaining to the House how a deficit of £42,662 announced a month ago

is now a surplus of £401,332 and will the Hon Financial and Development
Secretary therefore not agree that the view of this side of the House when
we were asked to transfer £200,000 to the Improvement and Development Fund
during the course of another financial year was in fact the correct view
as the accounts have finally turned up?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, if I may firstly comment in reply it is to say that it is
wholly erroneous to talk of a surplus or a deficit in a cpaital fund,

We hope and we will try to ensure that there is at any time a credit
bglance in that fund suffieient to meet the firm commitment on the fund,
In answer further to the question Sir, I wholly cdisagree with Hon Members
opposite in the contention that the state of the capital fund the
Improvement and Development Fund had this bearing that is suggested on
the needs of the recurrent budget.

HON J BCSSANO:

Does the Hon Financial and Development Secretary Sir not agree that when

he introduced recently the draft estimates to the House and drew the
attention of the House to what he chose to call a deficit in the
Improvement and Development Fund but$ which n%ﬁowia not the right way of
referring to it, does he not agree that it was misleading to say that that
provided evidence for the need to transfer £200,CC0 a year ago and doesn't
he further agree that there would have still been money in the fund without
that £200,00C and that the £2020,000 could have been transferred in the
course of this year without impeding the work of the fund in any way?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker Sir, I shall never fear 1lead this House to understand my

way of seeing this position. I am sure that my way of seeing this is
right, but may I say that if the Hon Members opposite feel so strongly
about this, as I recall there was no word of criticism of the proposal

in the budget to - as we on this side of the House believe - do the right
thing which was to provide that £200,000 of revenue in this current year
should be transferred to the Improvement and Jevelopment Fund. Why did we
not speak of that particular £2C0,0C02

MR SPEAKER:

Order order, we must not under any circumstances and under the guise of
this question have a debate. Any supplementary which is to clarify the
answer or the figures which have buen given and which are not understood
are in order. The advisability of policy at question time is not in order.
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, the only poiht is Sir we cannot allow that statement to g0 unchallenged
There wgs ample discussion of the £206,000.

MR SPELKER:

It was not a statement it was an answer and nothing else that the Hon
the Financial and Development Secretary has made.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Is the Hon Financial and Development Secretary not surprised, bearing in
mind his statements at budget time, that such a surplus is now available
to the Government in the Improvement and Development Fund?

HON PINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Chairman, eurprised? Not greatly surprised., Decause if Hon Members
would be good enough to refer to the words I spcke I said that certain bills
were likely to become liable for payment before the end of the year but they
might not and I said and I repeat that it makes not the slightest difference
to the finances of this colony that these particular bills should have

been paid,....

MR SP>BAKER:

I cannot allow statements to be made at question time,

HON M XIBEKRRAS:

What he had to say a month ago spoke up clearly that in his view a monty
ago the fund would be in deficit by some £42,000.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes Sir, if I may go on to explain, if the bills had come forward for
payment as we thought they would come forward for payment and if we had not
found reason for discussion with the consultants of these bills they would

have been paid in that case and there would have a negative value in the
developoment fund.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, would he not agree further that this was in fact his justification and
I am quoting the words in his own speech for the transfer of monies this
year in the Improvement and Development Fund?
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MR SPEAKER:

No, That is out of order.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, since the matter is one of comnsiderable importance and thetre are a
number of matters on the Agenda which are of very great imporsance, the
Opposition will consider whether this matter which was discussed and

was very crucial to the budget debate should not be brought up by us on the
adjournment,
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NO .58 of 1973 ORAL
D The Hon P J Isola

Can Government state the final figures for rpevenue under the ten Heads
of Revenue for the period ending 31st March 19739

Answer:

The Financial and Development Secretary

Sir, the latest figures we have are not yet final but are unlikely to
’ be subject to any wide variation in the Final Accounts. Head by Head
these figures are as follows:

HEAD £
1. Customs 1,571,110
P 2. Port Etc 42,534
3. Licenees, etc 1,042,234
4, Fees etc 448,345
5. Post Cffice etc 206,352
» 6. Rents of Government Property 331,995
7. Interest 190,932
8. Lottery 122,294
9. Miscellaneous Receipts 173,185
» 10, Municipal Services 1,568,829
5,697,810
2 SUPPLEMENTARY TC NO.58 OF 1973

HON ? J 1ISOLA:

I thank the Hon the Financial and Development Secretary for these figures.

P Am I right in saying then that in the heading Municipal Services there has,
in fact, been an increase in revenee of £80,000 over that estimated which
is precisely the amount that was raised in electricity?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The answer, Sir, is yes.
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HON J DCSSANO:

Will the Hon Financial and Development Secretary confirm that the new
figures which represent an improvement of some £05,000 over the previous
revised estimate of revenue for the year take care of completely the
estimated deficit of £59,350 given in the approved estimate presented

to the House recently?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOI’MENT SECRETARY:

Sir, Hon Members will recall in the Budget that the deficit in the
current account in 1972 /73 was charged wholly to the general reseive
balance. Now, had the deficit as we saw it at the time of the budget
been £2C0,000 and not £280,200 then £200,000 would have begen charged to
the reserve and not any larger amount, thus reducing the need for revenue
measures in 1973/74. I think Zon Members will understand and will agree
that it was an unusual step to charge the deficit of the year straight to
the reserve. We should not on any account hawe charged to the reserve any
larger sum than the actual deficit was.
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No.59 of 1973 ORAL
The Hon M Xiberras
) e

Is it permissible under @General Orders and/or Colonial Regulations for
Senior Civil Servants to serve on the Board of the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation?

Answer:

The Attorney General

Mr Speaker, the only Colonial Regulation which could preclude this is
Colonial Regulation 49 which precludes A Civil Servant from pubdishing
and I think that in spirit it would include broadcasting,without the

“ consent of the Governor. Therefore, provided the consent of the Governor
is given a wivil servant may serve on the board of a broadcasting body.
In the case of the Gibraltar Droadcasting Corporation the Board is

gppointed by the Governor., A civil servant so appointed may properly serve
on the Board,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,.59 OF 1973

HON M XIBERRAS:

»Sir, I understood the Hon the Attorney General to say that the only
regulation which could affect the situation was that to do with pubdishing
in the TV sense, May I ask him now, Sir is it not a fact that civil servants
generally at present and particularly senior civil servants are prohibited
by General Orders and/or Colonial Regulations from taking part in

activities that might be construed as pBlitical?
>

HON ATTCRNEY GENERALY¥

The person responsible for civil servants, General Orders and Cologial
Regulations is of course the Governor. If the Governor exercises his
pbowers to appoint a civil servant to a statutory body then there is no

breach at all of General Orders.

HON M XILERRAS:

Sir, with respect, the Hon Member has not answered my question. My
“Juestion is whether €@olonial Regulations and/or General Orders, any one

of them, precludes Civil Servants from participating in political
activities,

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

That is not, of course, supplementary to the original question,

@
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HON M XIBERRAS:

May I enlg#ge the point, Would he not agree that the Board of the
Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation has to deal with very contentious
ptlitical questions following upon the representations of political
parties as to the impartiality of their broadcasts?

MR SPEAKER:

That is completely out of order, I am gfraid. That should be the subject
matter of a question in itself. The original question is; is it permissible
under General Orders and/or Col6nial Regulations for senior civil

servants to serve on the Board of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation?
Any supplementary must be relevant to the answer, You are asking an
original question now.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I would have thought that the matter was relevant but I bow to your
ruling, May I put the matter another way since the Hon and Learned the
Attorney General has said that this particular civil servant, I am referring
to the FPrincipal Auditor, on the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation's

Board has obviously been authorised by the Governor to be a member of this
Board, Is it also the practice for the Governor tc atithorise political
activity of other civil servants?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

That again, with respect, is not a supplementary. I have given the answer
that it is permissible for civil servants to serve on the board of the
Corporation as they are appointed thereto by the Governor

HON XIBERRAS:

Sir, would the Hon and Learned member conisder it fair that the Principal
Auditor should be allowed to sit on the Board of the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation whereas technically a lower civil servant

MR SPEAKER:

You are asking for a matter of opinion which is precluded from the Standing

Orders, Yu are asking for his personal opinion as to the fairness of the
regulations,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, can the Hon Member say whether the permission of the Governor to allow
the ?Principal Auditor to sit on this Board which has to deal with matters
of political interest, is unique?
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HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I have no idea whatsoever. I haven't considered the matter, I am guite
aware that the Governor has power to appoint., A particular officer who
is not of course mentioned in the original question was appointed but
whether that is unique, I have no idea.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, would the Hon Member describe what the functions of the Principal

Auditor on this Board are, and for what reasons the Goveznor allows his
appointment on the board?

MR SPBAKER:

°I am afraid I cannot allow that question. The original question doesn't

»

L4

refer to the Principal Auditor, it refers to senior civil servants. We are
now going into the specifics &f the case and the guestion is not permissible.

HON 2 J ISOLA:

Do we take it then from the appointment by the Governor of the
broadcasting Corporation and the appointment to this corporation of a
senior civil servant, that the Government is not against civil servants
being members of boards that deal with matters of political controversy?

HON ATTCRNEY GENERALP

I am not concerned with the matters which led to the appointment of this

particular Board. I am merely aware that the power is to appoint to this
Board.

J

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, strictly on the legal sense,

appointment of this high civil servant to
the regulations?

is it ture to say when that the
the corporation is contrary to

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:
No.

P

2

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Could he tell us why then please?

®

@
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HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Because as I explained when perhaps the Hon Members was out of this

D Honourable House a civil servant can take part in any activities if the
Governor gives his consent. That is a basic provision of the regulation.
HON MAJCR R J PELIZA:
So, in fact, what the Attorney General is saying is that the Governor has

given consent to a high civil servant to pariticipate in politics in
Gibraltar.

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

No I haven't,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, has not the Governor made use of powers to which he is entitled to
obviously because he must have had a say or previous Governors on the
drafting of such regulations, but has he not made use of rather exceptional
powers contained in those regulations in the case of the appointment of

the Principal Auditor to the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corpfration's Board?

® MR SPEAKER:

I am afraid that is completely out of order.

DHON M XIBERRAS:

May I ask why Sir?

MR SPEAKER:

®Specifically because the Governor is entitled to give the exemptions to
allow a civil servant to serve on a board, the reasons under which he

exercises his discretion is not a subject matter as a supplementary to
this question.

@OHON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, is it a subject for supplementaries to ask on how many occasions the
Governor uses his discretion?

OMR SPEAKER:

The questiomispermissible, Whether it can be answered &8 another matter.

©
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HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I am afraid I cannot say whether it has been exercised before.

HON M XiIBERRAS:

Sir, is the Hon Member not aware, though I take it despite the very
definite point the question is making as to whether there are other
examples of civil servants, senior civil servants authorised under thes
particular general order or colonial regulation to take part in political
activities?

HON ATTCRNEY GENERAL:

I do not know whether this has been permitted on other occasions.

HON M ZXIBERRAS:

May I ask why he is not aware Sir in coming to this House?

HON J DCSSANO:

I wonder if the Hon and Learned Attorney General could clarify for me
whether in fact the implication of what he has said is that but for the

p fact that it was an appointment by the Governor it would not have been
permissible under general orders and/or Colonial regulations for a
senior civil servant to serve on GBC?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL :

p That is correct,

HON J DOSSANO:

) Can he therefore say that the debate that has occurred in this House is
D totally irrelevant because this is a prerogative that is being exercised
by the Governor not on the advice of elected members?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

» With great respect I really feel that is hardly a supplementary again,
Mr Speaker,
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No .60 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon M Xiberras

Will Government state whether Senior Civil Servants can be publishers of
a newspaper?

Answer:

The ALttorney General

Colonial Regulation 49 provides that an officer may not take part in the
management of a newspaper without the consent of the Governor, the answer,
is therefore, he can take part provided the Governor has consented.

SUPPLEMENTARY TC NO.60 of 1973

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, do I take it that the Hon and Learned Member is not aware of any
other examples whether a senior civil servant is allowed to be the
publisher of a newspaper?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I know of no other cases.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, would the Hon and Learned Member not call this exceptional?

HON ATTCRNEY GENERAL:

I €ouldn't call it exceptional unless I investigated the matter and been
given requirement to do so, It might be exceptional or it might not,

MR SPEAKER:

May I say that we are falling into a terrible trap. If the question is
asked with a specific example in mind, the specific example should have
been referred to in the original question, but you have asked a general
question as to whether Government will state whether civil servants can ©
publishers of a newspaper, You have been given an answer. One mustn't
go now again into specifics because there is no notice of the question.,
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I thank you for that Sir, but there aren't that many newspapers in
Gibraltar and the matter has been discussed in this House at some length
and I can clarify that the person referred to is the Principal Auditor

and the paper referred to is the Garrisof Library Committee which publishes
the Gibraltar Chroncile?

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon and Learned the Attorney General tell the House
whether the Governor has given his consent to the Frincipal Auditor
publishing the Gibraltar Chroncle ¢

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

The fundamental rules, laws and bye-laws of the Gibraltar Chronicle provide
that at least one member of the general committee shall be a civil s ervant
and at least one civil servant should be a member of the management
committee. The management committee is the board that is now the

statutory body responsible for or allowed to publish the Chronicle. The
rules provide that the civil servant shall be appointed by Government.
Since 1920 at least there has been a civil servant on the management
committee of the Gibraltar Garrison Library appointed officially.

HON P J ISOLA:

Sir, we take the point about the Governor appointing officially that
doesn't derogate from the principle, Can we ask the Hon and Learned the
Attorney General bearing in mind the doctrine of precedentk that he will
advise the Governor that when more humbhle civil servants wish to engage
in political activities the same generosity should be extended to them

as is being extended to the Principal Auditor who is a senior civil
servant®?

MR SPEAKER:

I am afraid that that supplementary is completely and utterly out of
order,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, could I ask the Hon Attorney General if this subject matter of
the question falls under defined or non-defined domestic matters?

MR SPELKER:

Whether it does or it doesn't I don't think it affects the issue at
question time,
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HON J CARUANA:

Well, I am wondering why the responsible minister is not answering the
question,

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

It affects the civil service, which is a non-defined domestic matter.

HON J BOCSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I think it is most important the-'clarification the Hon and
Learned the Attorney General made about the fact that the rules of this
particular body require the appointment of a civil servant and that this has
always been done i.e, that a civil servant has been appointed by

Government, Can he tell us then that it is because there has to be a

civil servant there that the normal regulation of not allowing civil
servants to serve on a newspaper management committee are not applied

in this case?®?

HON ATTCRNEY GENERAL:

I think the position is this, Although as I have said, the fundamental
laws of the Garrison Library state that there should be a civil servant
appointed by the Government, that of course does not compel Government
so to do, It has in fact chosen to do.

HON J BOSSANO:

Would it be correct Mr Sgeaker then to infer thgt in view of this
o regulation in the Garrison Library committee the person is there in his
~ capacity as a civil servant and not as an individual and that therefore
the fact that he is there in his capacity as a civil servant means that
there is a link between his duties to carry out his functions by

following directions from the Government of the day, and his duties in
that committee®

MR SPE4KER:

We are again departing from the question. We are now debating the
responsibilites of a senior civil servant appointed to an independent
board by regulations which allow the Governor to do so, so that should be

the subject matter of another question if need be or of a debate hut not
at question time,

HON J BOSSANO:

@ If you will allow me Mr Speaker perhaps I could explain what is the point
I am trying to get acrossl Perhaps I haven't made it quite clear.
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MR SPEAKER:

The point is clear. It is very clear in my mind what you want to get
across, It is the admigsibility of the question which worries me.

HON J BOSSANO:

Well if I may offer an explanation Mr Speaker. You see this new information
which has come out and it seems to me Mr Speaker that if in fact what

we have here is that a man is gppointed to the beard because he is a

civil servant, then there can hardly be said to be a conflict between what
he is doing and the fact that he is a civil servant, I mean, if he were
not a civil servant he would not be apiointed.

MR SPEAKERE

Perhaps the question you want to raise is whether there is a. conflict
of interests between the fact that he is a civil servant and he is a member
of the board which is within the orbit of the main question}

HON J BCSSANO:

This is precisely what I was trying to express, lir Speaker, that if there
isn't a conflict of interest between the two things it must neeessarily
follow that it is because he is being a civil servant inside the board as
much as he is when he is carrying out his other duties and that therefore

it is in his cgpacity as civil servant and therefore implementing

government policy that he is represented there. Is this the case or not Sir?

HON ATTCRNEY GENERAL:

I do not think so., The publication of a newspaper is one of the lesser
activities of the Gibraltar Garrison Library., The main function of the
board is to ensure the smooth running of the library, its facilities and
amenities, running a printing press which prints many things besides the
Chrénfcle, I don't think that because there is a representative of
civil servants on the board that he is necessarily acting on that board
as a civil servant,

HON J BOSSANO:

In that case Mr Speaker, would the Hon and Learned the Attorney Genegal
not agree that there can on many occasions arise situations where there is
a conflict between having to act as sn individual within that board in

connection with the publishing of a newspaper and the duties of the civil
servant of impartiality and so on,
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir will the Hon and Learned Member undertake to find out for the benefit
of Hon Members on this side and perhaps Hon Members of the House generally
whether the Governor has used his discretion in respect of other senior
civil servants as regards the publishing of a newspaper, and will he
communicate his findings to the House together perhaps with the reasons
why the Governor has used his discretion in respect of one senior civil
servant but has possibly denied it in respect of other civil servants?

HON ATTCKNEY GENERAL:

Sir, I will certainly give consideration to the matter. Perhaps the Hon
Member will let me have in writing what he would like me to consider to be
done?

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I will be delighted to give the Hon Member the question in writing
and to make available with the help of the Clerk of the House the hansard
of this meeting.
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No,61 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon L Devincenzi

Can Government state why the Minister for Sports has committed himself to
swim some 20 miles of the Thames River?

LNSWER:

The Minister for Information and Sports

The Minister for Sport has not committed himself to swim 20 miles of the
Thames,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,61 OF 1973

HON L DEVINCENZIE .

Mr Speaker, is it a fact then that although he has not committed hismelf
to do so0 he will be swimming it or not?

HON H J ZAMMITT:
Mr Speaker Sir, I intend to swim the Thames during July this year, in

my own time during my own leave for what I think will be the betterment
of Gibraltar as a public relations exercise.

HON L TEVINCENZI:
Mr Speaker I thank the Hon Minister for that answer. Could the Minister

confirm whether some of the news m dia reports to the effect that he was
swimming the 20 miles to raise money fogn a swimming pBol is correct?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, Sir I cannot of course answer for what the press publish, There
is af course one motive, primarily to try and do all I possibly can for the

furthering of sporting facilities in Gibraltar, If it includes
swimming pools, then I am delighted.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Has the Minister any idea how much money he will be getting out of it?%

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No idea at all Sir.
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HON M XIBERRAS:
Sir, in view of the fact - it is a rather impBrtant question Sir - when
Hon Members opposite have finished - Sir would the Hon Member say

whether he has found it absolutely necessary to do this in this way or
has he tried other means e.g. persuading the Hon and Learned the Chief
Minister to ask Her Majesty's Government for support in this connection?®

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, as a swimmer of many years standing it has always been my ambition
to swim the Thames. It is not that it is the only way of doing things,
I think it would be nice to say thank you to Great Britain for what they
have already done regarding sport in Gibraltar,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, a sentiment which this side of the House is perfectly willing
and happy to associate itself with, but the question is Sir, considering
that the Hon Member is also a Minister with some responsibilities in

the Government, has he in fact given consideration to any other form of
raising money for this other than swimming in the Thames in a public
relations stunt?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, the question as yet is not a qUestion of raising money. Thereis
nothing about raising money. It is a questiondklpublic relations exercise
for the betterment of Gibraltar I hope in its entirety. If we can of
course convince someone to assist us of course they are more than welcome.

But there is no question of asking or begging for any form of money from
anybody.

HON W M ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister state whether he has sought the advice of
the Government's public relations of#ce in London and what their advise
has been on the Minister attempting to swim for 20 miles?9

HON H J ZAMMITT:

During my visit in London Sir, several months ago I brought the matter
out and the public relations consultants were delighted with the idea dnd
equally some of the press which I had the pleasure of meeting,

HON 4 M ISOLA:

My question. is has the Government's public relations office actually advise
the Minister to do this swim or attempt to swim?
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HON H J ZAMMITT:

There wasn't any question of advice, it was my suggestion Sir.

HON W M ISOLA:

Mr Speaker since we have public relations consultants in the United
Kingdom for which we pay quite a large sum of money, what has their
reactiog been to the Minister attempting to swim the Thames River?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Very favourable Sir.

HON M XIBERRAS:

BZr, has the Minister thought it fit to refer to the possible adverse
effects publicity wise of his swim, In other words that it might be
construed that he is begging for money and will he take steps to ensure tha
this impression is not given to the British public and that money is asked
for in the normal manner rather than this way?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, I think I said earlier on that this was a question of saying thank
you to Great Britain for their guypporting and sastaining. = We have not yet

got to the question of asking for money, This may be a lead to be able to
aBk for money.

HON P J ISOLA:

Would not the Minister agree that it is a very unusual way of saying thank
you for something and can the Minister tell us whether his earlier indicatio
given to the news media that this was to appeal for funds in the UKee..

MR SPEAKER:

We are departing from the question which was asking the Minister to confirm
whether he was going to swim the Thames and nothing else.

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker in view of the very limited majority in the Government side

would the Minister confirm whether he has the support of his colleagues
to undertake the swim?
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NO.62 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Caruana

What plans has Government to remove the scrap in the area adjacent to the
Workers' Hostel at Devil's Tower Road?

Answer:

The Minister for Public Works

The area is being used temporarily by Messrs Metalroc for stacking derelict
vehicles and other ferrous scrap prior to compressing for export,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.62 OF 1973,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker does the answer which the minister has just given indicate
a departure from the disposal of derelict vehicles down the chute?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Bir, there have been so far as I am aware no vehicles down the chute for
5 months, since Christmas,since this firm t up business here,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker whilst appreciating that the export of scrap is oar major
export from Gibraltar, will the Migister not agree that using this site
which has been an eyesore for so many years now even though temporarily
is, in fact, a tetrogressive step when a lot of money has been spent in
cleaning the area from the previous scrap which existed in the area and
now the Government is Piling scrap on?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, there is less scrap on this area at the moment than there has
been for a very considerable period., I said”temporarily“because this is a
fact, We are looking for another site to move this firm and we hope to do
$0 in the very near future and when that is done the area left vacant will
be taken over by the developers to whom it has been allocated.Anq‘in passing
may I say that since the 1lst of January this year they have got rid of 168
derelict lormiee and cars, and these lorries were a terrific problem to
get rid off because they had to be cut up,Zo far from being in any way an
eyesore or helping to make an eye sore, this firm is doing its utmost to

get rid of it. They do in fact make regular deliVeries of their scrap

to the port to export, They are aware of this continuing obligation and as
a general rule they meet it. In fact they are doing a very good job for
the benefit of Gibraltar and I would like them to be commended rather than
CensWred for keeping the scrap on the ground.,
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HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, far be it for me if I gave the impression that I was in any

way condemning the people using the site. What I am doing is censuring the
Government for allowing them to do so ater having cleaned the area.

Doesn't the Government realise that at the rate at which vehicles are

being scraped by this firm of 168 in six months and the rate at which
vehicles were disposed last year of nearly 400 will wmost probably if the
Government doesn't act and find them a new site quickly perpetuate their
stay therd for possibly another year?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I don't know,Mr Speaker, #hen the Hon (uestioner last went round to thas
district, but xhey areoccupying at the present time about a third of the
area, A third of the area has already been or in the process of being
secured by the developers, In fact,there is less scrap there than there
was a year ago, As to the rate of progress of dumping these vehicles,
they have done a great deal on the backlog. There are less derelict
vehicles about than there were before,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, the Minister has not given a satisfactory answer to my last
part of the question which was whether the Government realised that unless
they act quickly the danger of the scrap dealer utilising even a third of
the area is an eye sore and the site having heen allocated over a year

ago to people shoudd by now be demacrated and fenced round,

HON LT COL J L HOARB:

Mr Speaker, I said that in the very near future this firm will be asked
to vacate and the site will be taken over by the developer. May I say that
I inherited a bigger dump down there than there is today.

HON J C ARUANA:

Mr Speaker, may I remind the Minister if he is not aware that we inherited
a bigger dump than that?
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No.63 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Caruana

When and for what reasons did the Government Jorks Department take over the
completion of the Glacis Housing Estate from the Crown Agents?

Answer:
== e — =0 — =}

The Minister for Public Works

In December 1972, it was mutually agreed that from 2nd Hanuary 1973 the Crown
Agents should relinquish responsibility for the project and the Public Works
Department would take responsibility for completing all outstanding works.

By that time, the main constructional works had been completed and it was
decided that the residual work could appropriately be carried out by the
Department using local contractors.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.63 OF 1973
HON J CARUANA:

Did I understand using local contractors or by the department? Was it a
combination of the two?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Yes. Certain works are done by the Department direct but the bulk of it
certainly the finishing work in connection with the building of the estate
if T may put it that way is out to contract. The terracing has been done
by contract and a great number of jobs like that, We do our best in
providing plumbers and blacksmiths to make sure doors work and stuff like
that, But the bulk of the work is being done by local contract.

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, there are two questions, I wish to ask in this respect, Is it
not rather unusual to release a contractor from the work only to appoint
another since this invariably causes delays which I am sure must have been
experienced and secondly what manpower of the public works department had

to be diverted to do this wark which deprives other areas of the Public Works
Department from this labour?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, it wasn't a question of a contractor moving out., I think the
Crown Agents came in when the previous contractors went bankrupt. But it was
a fact that by December when the decision was made all Crown Agents K

based staff had left the project and had not been replaced. The quantity
surveyor left in June 1972; the Project manager in September, followed by
the General Foreman. The last member, a surveyor who had been acting as site
manager was leaving on 15th December, 1972, but had agreed to act on a part
time basis until the beginning of Jamuary. These people were under contract
to the Crown Agents and their contracts presumably expired, they left and
they were not replaced, By the middle of December it was seen that most of
the work had been done and I suppose this is why they reduced their labour
force and we had to take over to complete the works. It was by mutual
agreement. There was no question about them leaving the place abandoned and
on the other hand we didn't ask them to go.
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HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, whilst appreciating that they didn't ask them to go the fact is
that the Minister has stated that all UK staff left and were not replaced.
Was not the Government concerned to finish these houses promptly and quickly
in the best possible way and what measures did Government toke other than
taking the workload on itself to make sure that when this K staff left that
replacements were suitably made available by the Crown Agents? Is this the
state of affairs of the Public Works Department today?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

The question of replacing of the staff by the Crown Agents is one for them.

We kept on pressing for them to finish the work, but we could neither produce
engineers, quantity Surveyors or other professional staff for the Crown Agents
any faster than we can for ourselves and in fact it is not our Jjob to provide
this. They had finished the main constructional work and We were

satisfied that what was left was within the capabilities of our own department,
In an effort to accelerate completion of the works because there was no
dateline in the agreement & Wit the help of local contractors we did our
best to get the job finished as soon as possible,
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No 6L of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J_Caruana

Is Government satisfied with the s afety equipment at present
provided for sewer workers?
Answer:
The Minis ter for Public Works
The safety equipment provided at present whilst not ideai, is
neverthe less adequate.

SUPPLEMANTARY TO NO 64 OF 1973

HON J CARUANA:
Mr Speaker this is an amazing statement to be made by the Minister
for Public Works. Is not the Minister awarc that only last month

there was a strike of sewer workers becawe they did not have
adequate safety equipment?

HON LT CcOL J L HOARE:

I am not aware and I doubt whether this is a fact, Mr Speaker.

HON J CARUANAL

Is not the Minister awafe that sewer workers stopped work for at
least 2 or 3 days amd that the whole of the sewer works were
paralysed and the stench could be smelled in Main Street and
elsewhere?

HON LT €0OL J L HOARE:

Oh yes, I was aware of that but not because of the inadequacy of
safety equipment.

HON J CARUANA:

But was not the Minister aware that the strike was taking place
because of the safety equipment as once of the conditions of sewer
workers? Money and protective clothing amd oxygen?

HON LT COL J L HOaRE:

I think I said befare that I was aware that there was a strike « «

MR SPZiAKER:

We must not depart from the question before the House. We are
talking about safety equipment for sewer workcrs and not the r easons
why these workers went on strike. The questioner is entitled to
ask whe ther the Minister is aware that the men went on strike on
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<:> account of the safety equipment. That is a legitimate question:

But if the answer is “no" well it has to be accepted, and we must
not debate which of the two is righte.

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker obviously one has to accept a lot of things which the
Government tells this House but it has not been the first time

that the Minister for Public Works has inadvertently mislecd this
House. I wonder whetler he stands by the veracity of his statement
to that answer because we have had representations by the men
brecisely on protective equipment, Only 2 or 3 weecks ago this

is a statement of fact, Mr Spcaker « oo o o

MR SPZAK&R:

You are entitled to say that you have information that the s trike

was on account of safety equipment irrespective of the answer that
the Minister has given. What you are not entitled to do is to debate
the reasons for the s trike.

HON J CARUANA:

May I put the question another way. Has the Ministe® received any
representations from the men with regard to protective equipment and
clothing?

HON LT COL .J L HOARE:

The answer to that is yes Sir, after the strike was ended. From
the Union.

HON J CARUANA:

Then can the Minister say whe ther the men are satisfied with the
equipment that they have, do they consider it adequate or willthe
Minister be able to tell this Housc what were the representations
made by the men with regard to protective equipment and s ecurity
measures?

HON LT COL .J L HOARE:

Jrens
So far as I am aware therc wes no representations by the men. The
representations were made by the Union after the s trike was over or
on the last day of the s trike, and may I add here, Mr Speaker, that
I am really surprised at the question because the equipnent is
substantially the same that was in use during the previous
administration for which the Hon Questioner was responsible.

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, but that kind of statement does not answer my question.
We never had representations from the men at all. We never had a
strike on the sewer scrvice and the fact is that the answer that
the Minister has given, Mr Speaker, is most un satisfactory and irree .
levant to the point.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is the Hon and Gallant Member saying that he is
satisfied that the equipment is adequate because he found the
equipment there when he came into effice?

HON LT COL J D HOARE:

No Sir. I have said that it is adequate firstly because there
has been no serious accident since 1963, That accilent was in
fact caused by a purely human error and not by lack of safety
equipment andw ithin the last two months this question of safety
equipment in the sewershas been under review by my department

on my precise instructions.

HON J BOSSANO:

Sir, I think it is very relevant this reference to the tragic
accident of 1963. Is the Minister conversmnt with the circumstances
of that accident and e« o o o o

MR SPEAKER:

We must not go into the a ccident htself,

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, it is relevent I think, Mr Speaker, to point out that the
accident in question affecting Mr Fernamdo Rossetti Viagas was
primarily due to the fact that there was no equipment for the man.
Is the Minister not aware that the man was askd to go down into
the sewer without equipment end he was overcome by sewer gas
because he was not wearing a mask which would have saved his life?

MR SPEAKER:

No, no, I am afraid that is what I am saying is completely out of
order. We are talking about the equipment, the adequacy of the
equipment not the cenforcement of the regulations.

HON J BOSSANO:

No, Mr Spcaker, there was no mask for him to wear. There was no
equipment available in 1963,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, I was not even in Gibraltar in 1963. But since I

have taken over ,this has been one of the jobs that has been on

my list to review. I have reviewed it recently and the position
is this, that we have safety belts and t hey are all in working
order, safety belts, safety harnesscs, nylon life lines, breathing
tubes and compressed air. No oxygen. Oxygen requires skilled
administration and what is used is compressed air. We have t aken
all the steps necessary to ensure the safety of those individuals
and we continue doing so. I am not satisficd with the present
equipment because I am never satisfied as indeed this Government
is not satisfied until we have reached the ideal,But it is adequate
for t he purposc.,
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HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon and Gallant Member therefo re give an undertaking to
this Housc that he will give serious consideration to represent-
ations he may be receiving in the near future from the Transport
and General Workers Union in respect of where they feel the re are
inadequacies in the present provision of equipment?

HON LT COL "J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, I will certainly consider them but they have al ready
been considered when represantations were received, anda reply
has, in fact, gone back to the Transport and General Workers Union.
We have been looking at this for the last few months. We are
trying to ensure there is safety. This is one of the things

which I had on my own list to look into as a matter of course,

and this is being looked into. We are doing our best.
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No.65 of 1973 ORAL
The Hon J Caruana

Is Government satisfied that it has made adequate cleansing arrangements for the
refuse disposal area at St John's Court?

Answer:
L — — — — == =1

The Minister for Housing

The tenants of St John's Court complained on 25 April 1973 to the Housing Unit
that the refuse room was in a filthy state. They were informed that they are

responsible for the cleanliness of the entrance lobby, main stairs, landings,
wash-houses, drying areas and other common areas, including refuse rooms.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO N0.65 OF 1973
HON J CLRUQNA:
Mr Speaker, following that complaint by the tenants of St John's Court can the
Minister say whether the department referred the tenant to any such undertaking
with respect of keeping the refuse disposal area clean that it was the
responsibility of the tenants themselves?
HON I ABECASIS:
The tenants concerned were informed by the department of their responsibilities
according to the contract.

HON J CARUANA:

Does this responsibility which the Housing Section referred their tenants to
form part of the tenancy agreement which the tenants signed?

HON I ABECASIS:

Yes, sir.

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister point to the relevant section, because I do have the

tenancy agreement in front of me. Which section refers to keepingmthe refuse
disposal area clean?

HON I ABECASIS:

T have not got a contract with me, Sir, but there is no doubt in my mind that the
agreement says that the tenants are responsible for the cleanliness of the entrance
lobby, the main stairs, landing, etc, etc.

HON J CLARUANA:

Mr Speaker, if I may I will read the relevent part of the agreement and then ask
the question, The tenancy agreement says, "the tenant shall in his turn as
determined from time to time by the carctaker, keep any passage and staircase that
they share with other tenants swept and clean." There is no refersnce here
whatsoever to keeping a refuse disposal area clean.
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HON I ABECASIS:

Sif, by implicotion it means that all areas which are commonly used by all the
tenants must be kept olean otherwise the agreement would be 20 pages long if we had
to include item by item what we mean by common areas.

HON J CARUANA:

But the Minister, Mr Spesker, has categorically stated in this House that the Housing
Section has pointed out to the tenants that the terms of their tenancy agreement
contains such a directive which it does not.

MR SPBAKER:

We mustn't go into the interpretation of the contract in the House, Contracts are
interpreted differently by different people. The honourable Minister has given an
answer which he considers to be adequate. It may not be acceptable but we are
talking now as to the interpretation of a clause.

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, we do not accept that answer, It ig quite obvious why not, but can the
Minister state to the House how and who will ensure that that refuse common area
is kept clean and hygienic, becsuse this is a public health risk., I am sure

this Was the contents of the letter from the tenants, Who is responsible to make
sure that if it is the tenants® responsibility that it is kept oclean.

HON I ABECASIS:
Mr Speaker, the answer should be, I repeat should be, the responsibility of the

caretaker. Unfortunately we haven't got a caretaker there. We have tried, we
have advertised twice but we have had no applicants for the post.

HON J CARUANA:

In view of the fact and I am not surprised, Mr Speaker, that there are no applicants
for the post since the post was advertised & will mot the Minister agree th

he doesn't stand a dog's chance to get a caretaker employed to do this work at the

rate of £2.45 per month.

MR SPEAKER:

We oannot go into the conditions of employment of the Caretaker. This would be a
complete departure from the original question.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Mr Speaker since this is obviously a risk to public health and it doesn't seem

that there will be a carectaker for some months or perhaps years to come cduld
he make some other arrangements to have this place cleaned?

HON I ABECASIS:

Sir we have made some arrangements to clean the patio area but certainly not those
areas which are the responsibility of the tenants themselves, In other blocks of
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flats, Mr Speaker, there are other arrangements by mutual consent between the
tenants themselves, Other people employ a charwoman to do it for them but on
this particular block the situation arose because no one seems to be willing to
do their share of work,

HON MAJOR RJ PELIZA:

Perhaps the Minister will tell the House how he is going to overcome this
problem?

HON I ABECASIS:

We shall try and impress upon the tenants of Government properties that it is
their responsibility to keep the bloocks of flats as clean and as tidy as possible.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker in view of the fact that the Minister appears to rest his case on

the obligation of the tenant in this matter on implication from the

agreement, will the Minister assure the House that they will pass the contracts
in question to the legal advisers of the Government and make sure whether in fact
the assessment made by his department that it is the responsibility of the tenant,
is correct or not?

HON I ABECASIS:

Yes, Sir, I will,

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, would not the Minister agree that it would be highly advisable because
it seems to be o fact that it is a public health hazard, that he should not allow
rules and regulations to overide the principle of having the place clean regardless
of whether we have a caretaker or not?

HON I ABECASIS:

Sir, as the members opposite are aware unless we have the cooperation of the
public there is very little one can do. In the refuse rooms one finds old
mattresses, old tyres and God knows what, so unless we have the cooperation of the
general public as my Hon Friend opposite used to go on TV saying that unless the
people cooperate there was nothing they could do, I have the same problem today.
Unless I have cooperation from the tenants there is very little I can do to keep
Gibralter tidy,.

HON M XIBERRAS:

S8ir, since the Minister has referred to caretakers can I ask him whether the
caretaker that might take charge of this block at the rate mentioned already
would have as one of his duties the keeping clean of the refuse disposal area.
Secondly, Sir, does this not occur in other blocks where caretakers appointed by
the Government do keep the refuse disposal area clean and, thirdly, does not
Government accept therefore a liability in respect of other blocks and possibly
in respect of that particular blockace theCaretaker is there to have the refuse
disposal area cleaned by a Government paid caretaker?
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HON I ABECASIS:

Sir, the answer to the first part of the question is, no. We would mot expect
the caretaker to clean the place, obviously not. A part time caretaker
is not employed to clean the refuse room. He is there to coordinate, to

moke sure that the tenants either do it themselves or employ somebody else
to do it.

HON J C.RUANA:

Mr Speaker, is the Minister aware that the district inspector of the
public health department did go to the block in question and found the complaints

of the tenants which had been directed to the Housing Section Justifiied in
every respect?

HON I ABECASIS:

Sir, I am aware that the health inspector went there to inspect the place

and he made it a point to inform the department about his views on it but
what the member opposite is not aware is that there was another report from
the health department complaining that in that particular block there are now
two chicken coops so therefore the tenants are helping to keep the place as
filthy as possible,

HON J CARUANA:

Shame, shame,

HON J BOSSANO:

In respect of the public health requirements, is it not a fact that if the
landlord is a private individual and not the Government, in a case like this

a nuisance arising under the Public Health Ordinance the Public Health
Department will take in fact action against the landlord?

HON I ABECASIS:

To prevent that, Mr Speaker, we have already asked the department to go and
clean the area as well as possible whilst the tenants get themsclves
organised,
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No 66 af 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Will Government state what are the rules that govern the authorisa-
tion of transfers and exchanges involving Government accommodation?

Answer:

The Minister for Housing

Applications to exchange accommodation are normally approved if the
proposed exchange is supportdd by medical eVidence; if they are
recommended by the Housing Advisory Committee and/or the Housing
Allocation Committee, or if they are otherwise in the interests of
the tenants; or on the initiative of tne Housing Unit, for administra-
tive reasons, with the consent of the parties., Approval is given,
provided that it has been established, as far as it is humanly
possible so to do, that such approval is unlikely to lead to future
complications, If there are reasons why it is considered that the
applications should not be approved then these reasons are normally
made known to the applicants or the case is referred back to the
Housing /#llocation Committee for further consideration,

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon Minister state what is the position where there is a
transfer Dy a tenant in an unoccupiel house owned by the Government,
HON I ABECASIS

That if I may say, Mr Speaker, is not an exchange, It is an
allocation,

HON J BOSSANO:

A transfer, Mr Speaker, where somebocy wants to transfer from his
existing accommodation into another Goyermment unit,

HON I ABECASIS:

Sir, if the tenant who wants to transfer wants to transfer to a
similar accommodation of the same size which is suitable for his
family obviously that is consicdered,

HON J BOSSANO:

Will the Hon Minister give an assurance to this House that there
shall be no question of an ostensible transfer being thé means af
obtaining bigger accommofiation?:

HON I ABECASIS:

Depending on the points that the applicant may have at the time.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Sir, the purpose of the question is to clarify precisely whether

it would be possible within the rules that are at present governing
the authorisation of transfers and exchanges to move from one house
into another house which offers better accommodati on without in
fact having been selected on the basis of the general housing
allocation,

HON I ABECASIS:

No, Sir, my responsibility is to make the best possible use of
accommodation and what the Hon Member opposite is referring to is
neither allocations or exchanges. These cases arec of course
considered when they come to us but each individual on their

own merit,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, in respect of one of the items on the list given by
the Hon Minister on the initiative of the Housing department, is
it not a fact that the Housing department have taken such an
initiative and have sent out letters to individuals enquiring

of them whether they are still interested in a transfer to the
Glacis Estate?

HCON I ABECASIS:

Yes, Sir, but that circular has not been sent with the purpose
that the Hon Member opposite has in mind. This has been done with
the sole purpose of helping those who may be allocated a house in
the Glacis Complex but may find it very expensive or too expensive
for them or live in and they may be unable to pay the rent. These
people may be able to exchange with similar accommodation of
similar size perhaps in the same area but at a cheaper rent,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is what the Hon Minister saying referring to the
recipient of the letters. Are they the people who might not be
able to pay the rent or are they the people who might be able to
pay the rent and are being kept in reserve in case people from
the general allocation cannot accept the house allocated to them?

HON I ABECASIS:

Sir, what I am doing, Sir, is having a certain number of houses
of all the different houses available in case an applicant who
gets a house through the normal priority list from the Housing
Allocation Committee is unable to pay the rent then information
is provided so that he can select a proper exchange with somebody
who lives in a Government house and who is prepared to pay a
higher rent.

HON J BJSSANO:
Can the Minister, Mr Speaker, give an undertaking that this some-
body who is prepared to pay a higher rent, who is in a Government

house and who is going to be able to afford this flexibility to
the Government, will not through thecc means, be able to jump the
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queue and get bigger aceommodation?

HON I 4&L3ECASIS;

Mr Speaker, that can never happen with a Housing Allocation
Committee which is as loyal and as efficient and as unbiased
as they used to be a year ago.

HON J BOSSANO:

It is a fact then, Mr Speaker, that all questions of transfers
and exchanges are going to be referred to the Housing Allocation
Committee which is apparently the only unbiasced body we have got,

HON I ABECASIS:

Sir, the answer is no, Some of the exchanges must necessarily

be done administratively because there is no neced

to take it to the Housing Allocation Committeec when there is a
normal swap between two tenants of any blocks, There is absolutely
no need to take it to the Housing Allocation Committee if they are
normal exchanges between one tenant in Humphreys and one tenant in
Moorish Castle and they are both happy and we establish that there
is no future complications then there is no need to bring the
Housing Allocation Committee into it,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister give an undertaking to the House
that no person will suffer from an allocation because he is unable
to pay the rent at the Glacis Allocation Complex and he might not
be able to exchange for a lower rent?

HON I ABECASIS:

Of that he may rest assured, That is precisely the object of the
exercise to have as many houses available in our list in order
that we can offer the widest possible choice to those who are
unable to pay.

HON J CARUANA:

But the undertaking I am asking, Mr Speaker, is specifically with
respect to the higher rent flats. that nobody will suffer or be
deprived of an allocation even if he is unable to take alternative
accommodation which might be an exchange which he might not like,

HON I ABECASIS:

Yes, Sir, the House may rest assured that this will not happen., I
can give that assurance that no one will suffer,

HCN M XIBERRAS:

Am I to infer from what the Minister has said that the housing at
for instance Glacis, will be occupied eventually solely by those
who can afford to pay them and secondly that, therefor, persons who
cannot afford to pay the rent but nevertheless havethe‘rgquined
pointage will be offered other aceommodation Very probably inferior?
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HON I ABECASIS:

Not inferior, Sir, If that person is entitled to four rooms,
kitchen and bathroom, he will get four rooms, kitchen and
bathroom not necessarily in Glacis, perhaps in Laguna,; Moorish
Castle or South Barracks.

HON M XIBERRAS: ;"
Therefore %ir new accommodation will be available only for those
who can afford to pay.

HON I ABECASIS:

The houses will become available for all those who come out
in the priority list.
HON M XIBERRAS:

And can afford to pay, Sir?

HON I ABECASIS:

If they are unable to pay - and the houses as the Leader of
the Opposition is aware are not subject to rent relief -~ then
suitable altefnative accommodation will be offered to them.

HON M XIBERRAS:

S8ir, two points which arise and where I would vwelcome the Hon

Minister's clarification. First, Sir, what about the delay in
the allocation of a house to a person who cannot afford to pay
the new flats but has sufficient points to be allocated . . . .

MR SPEAKER:
We were talking about transfers, Now we are talking about

allocations and we must not at question time, We will never
finish otherwise,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, can I ask the question this way, Would the rules governing
transfers mean thst in the case of transfers to new buildings or
involving new houses there would be a delay in the case of some
persons on the allocation lists who have sufficient pointage to
have a house immediately?

HO'N I ABECASIS:

The delay must necessarily be the time it takes the tenant who

has been offered the exchange to move into the new premises and
leave the older one vacant, That is all,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, does the Minister have any idea of what delay may be occasioned?

HON I ABECAISIS:

Normally it is one week, Sir.
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NO.67 of 1973 ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Will Government state what minimum pointage will be required for the
allocation of 4 room flats in connection with the Glacis general
allocation?

tdnswer:

The Minister for Housing

Sir, I propose to answer questions No.67 and 70 together.

MR SPEAKER:

You can either answer question 67 and 70 now or await the answer until
we get to question 70 whichever way the House prefers. It makes no
difference,

HON J BOSSANO:

I prefer it separate,

MR SPEAKER:

The Hon Minister has s2id that he would like to answer questions 67 and
70 at the same time. If he has got the le ave of the House then it

can be done in one of two ways. He can answer the two questions now or
answer the two questions when we get to Question 70,

HON J BOSSANO:

Well Mr Speaker you know I am not very conversant with this thing. I
have got 14 questions standing to my name., If the Government wishes to
answer the 14 of them all in a row obviously I can't do anything to
stop it. I would prefer two answers.

MR SPEAKER:

I am afraid the Hon Member is not right in his statement in any
manner., The minister feels that the two questions can be answered
together because they relate to each other. He is asking for leave of
the House to answer both togehter. I am asking for the House to let
me know whether he is allowed to do so in the first instance and
secondly if he is allowed to do so whether you want him to answer the
two questions now or when the second question is called,
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HON J BOSSANO:

Now Mr Speaker,

MR SPEAKER:

That is the answer. Then ,Mr Clerk ,will you read question 70 too,

No;_o of 993 ORAL

Thp' Hnm“" “!f‘o-'eaE' o) e
Can Government state the minimum number of points that have been
required in order to qualify for a five room flat at the new housing
complex at Glacis?

Answer:

The Minister. Hotity,

Sir, the answer is 250 points and 265 pofnts respectively,
SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.67 of 1973 and No,70 of 1973,

HON J BOSSANO:

Sir, that is not an answer Mr Speaker, Respectively to what, there are
two different questions,

HON I ABECASIS:

Sir, for four rooms and a kitchen, 250 points, For 5 rooms and a
kitchen 265 points, These are the #nswers to the questions,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the two questions are phrased slightly different. I would
like to know whethee in fact the Minister has grasped the difference
implied which is that I am asking about the four room flats the number
of points that will be required to obtain a house not necessarily at the
complex but in connection with the allocation of houses at the Complex,
whereas in question 70 I am asking about the houses specifically at the
complex which are the ones that have been dished out,

HON I ABECASIS:

Sir the answer is still the same Sir, For four rooms and a kitchen it
is 250 points for five rooms and a kitchen it is 265,
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HON J BOSSANO:

In respect of the houses due to be allocated, Mr Speakes, the four
room flats, the minimum number of pointage is 250 points. Can the
minister say how this compares with the pointage that was required

in the previous allocation of units of this size, that is, what is the
range of points within which people will be getting houses-9%

HON I ABECASIS:

I wish I could answer that Mr Speaker. I haven't got the information

available but I think the last time when four rooms and a kitchen were
allocated I think the number of points came down to 261 if I remember

correctly, but I stand to be corrected,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, may I ask the minister if in the course of the allocation
of the 5 room houses at 265 points there were any number of persons
or what was the number of persons if any that could not take the

allocation of 5 rooms and kitchen because they were unable to afford
it?

MR SPEAKER:

I rule that out of order. We are exclusively asking the number of
points which are necessary for the allocation of a particular type of
house, If a question was wanted on allocation the question should have
been asked on allocation. In other words it is not a supplementary to
clarify the answer given, I was liberal in the other question, as I
think the House will accept, on the transfer but on this one I am
afraid I can't allow the question,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker the question was framed as tOo the minimum number of points
that had been required and I think by virtue bf the way in which the
question was framed I bow to your ruling Mr Speaker but I would have
thought that it was perfectly legitimate gupplementary to try to find
out of this 265 points if any persons with 265 points did not or were
not able to take up this particular aldocation referred to,

MR SPEAKER:

No, that is precisely what I am ruling, that it is completely out of
order,
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, as a supplementary to No.70 can the Hon Minister say that
any allocatiors that have taken place on a pointage less than 265 have

been due exclusively to individual applicants being medically categorised

HON I ABECASIS:

No, Sir, the medical category is separate from the pointage.

HON J BOSSANO:

Yes Mr Speaker, this is the question. Can he say that if any applicants
have had a house given to them with less than 265 points it has been
due to their being medically categorised and for no other reason?

HON I ABECASIS:

This may be the case, Mr Speaker.

HON J BOSSANO:

But Mr Speaker doesn't he know whether anybody has had a house with
less than 265 points?

HON I ABECASIS:

Sir, that question is irrelevant. Either the person qualifies on
medical category or on points but once the person Qualifies on medical
cateogry the question of points doesn't arise at all,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the question I am asking is since the minimum number of
points that is required to obtain a five room house has been 265, I
want an undertaking that if anybody has had a house with less than 265

points it is due to the fact that he is medically categorised only
and no other reason,

HON I ABECASIS:

Oh yes, yes, for medical category only., Yes, for medical category only
on this guestion,



HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, am I to understand that there is no other allocation for things
other than pointage or medical category?

HON I ABECASIS:

Surely, Sir, the Hon Leader of the Opposition who was a Housing
Minister before knows that there are different categories.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, in respect of the 250 points on the four room units, can
the Minister say whether he Froposes to make available to the public

the allocation of houses giving the points etc., either during or
after the allocation has taken place?

HON I ABECASIS:

The same procedure that was adopted before will continue to

be adopted
now,
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No.68 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Will Government state how many families there were in the Transit Centre on
the 1st-April 1973 and how many it is anticipated will be re-accommodated as a

result of the current general allocation?

Answer:
AR

The Minister for Housing

There were 120 families in the Transit Centres on the 1st April 1973.

2. One family has already been re-accommodated at Glacis in a 5RKB ete Unit
and it is expected that a secand family will also be re-accommodated during the
course of this phase of the General Allocation.

3. The allocation of the LRKB flats is now being considered and the names of 6
applicants from Transit Centres are included in the Tentative Allocation List.

Lty The names of other applicants, provided they have quelified on points, will,
of course, be included in the Allocation Lists for 3 Rooms, 2 Rooms, Bedsitters,
etc in due course.

5. It will be appreciated, therefore, that it is difficult to state, at this

stage, exactly how many of the Transit Centre families will eventually be re-
accommodated as a result of the current General Allocation.

SUPPLEMEN TARY TO NO.68 OF 1973
HON J BOSSANO:
Mr Speaker, can the Minister say whether the allocaticns are being considered
exclusively on the basis of the pointage of the applicants?

HON I ABECASIS:

Yes, sir.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister say whether the pointage is that of September 30th,
1972, in respect of individuals in transit centres and whether that pointage
already includes any adjustments that might have been made as a result of any
modifications in the way of arriving at points to which he has referred before
in the House?

HON I ABECASIS:

Mr Speaker, the members opposite are fully aware there were quite a number of

questions and an adjournment debate and the understanding was that there would
be no exchange in the scheme until after the allocation of Glacis complex and

that remains the position today.






