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QUESTIONS ASKED BY THE HONOURABLE MEMBERS AT THE MEETING OF THE HOUSE OF
ASSEMBLY HELD ON MONDAY 19TH MARCH 1973.

No.28 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Has the Financial and Development Secretary reported to the Joint Industrial
Council the very strong feelings of the members of the Opposition to being given
an answer as to whether the level of overtime in the official departments has
risen or fallen over a six months' period as he undertock to do at the last
meeting of the House?

Answer:
O )

The Financial: -and Development Secretaxry

Sir, I did so report to the Chairman of the Joint Industrial Council, who in turn
has made known to me the general policy of the UK Departments on matters of
disclosure of such information. While it is readily available to the Government
of Gibraltar for official purposes, for example as data for the Statistician, it
is nevertheless information classified by the UK Departments as !TN CONFIDENCE'
and they would not expect it to be publicly disclosed by the Government. I
understand that it can also be given by the UK Departments direet to the Hon
Leader of the Opposition on an undertaking that it will be treated in confidence,
in precisely the same way as it is given to the Gibraltar Government,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO N0.28 OF 1973

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, did the Financial and Development Seeretary in the eourse of his
consultation with the Joint Industrial Council point out to them that during the
biennial review negotiations for industrial workers the figure for overtime was
bandied about as an argument and did this not in fact suggest that it was a
figure that would be available and not classified?

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I put to the representative of the UK department, what it was
that T was asked and what it was that I undertook to put to them,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, we appreciate very much on this side the efforts that the Hon Financial
& Development Secretary has made to clear the mattere. It is nevertheless our duty
to make it quite clear to this House that we don't accept the answer as a satisfac-
tory one although we do not attach any responsibility for the answer to the Hon
Financial and Development Secretary and we are very grateful to him for what he
has done. We would like him to continue whenever he has the opportunity of meetin
the UK departments in the Joint Industrial Council, to continue to make it quite
clear to them that it is not the view of the Opposition that figures that can be
used on certain occasions for certain purposes Gan subsequently be eonsidered to
be classified when it doesn't suit the parties concerned?

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, would the Hon the Financial & Development Secretary not agree that this figur
is important as far as the Gibraltar economy is cancerned?



MR SPEAKER:

We must be careful not to start asking supplementaries which do not arise from

the original question. It is not the responsibility o the Financial & Development
Secretary to decide what figures are confidential or which figures are not
confidential. He has been asked a question as to whether he has reported the concerr
of the House. He has given an answer to that. I think we must direct supplementaries
to that particular matter and nothing else.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Gir, I appreciate that the question I have asked perhaps does not arise directly
out of the question which has been put by my Hon Friend. Nevertheless the answer
given by the Hon the Financial and Development Secretary is of great importance

to the House since the figures involved do determine a number of decisions or could
influence a number of decisions which this House has to take in respect of voting
sums of money, and we have been involved in a debate over a long period of time

in which this figure was of very great importance. I can say categorically for the
Opposition, Sir, that whereas we do not expect official secrets obviously to be
revealed in this House, we do not thinkeeeeees

MR SPEAKER:

You mustn't make statements at Question Time. That is precisely what I was trying
to say before, it is supplementaries exclusively. The consequences of the answers

can again be the subject matter of action by the Opposition, most certainly, but
not at this time.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, may I put the question Sir, Is the Hon Financial & Development Secretary aware
on what grounds such information would be withheld from this House?

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think my answer already has said that we are discussing
information which by the party concerned in the first place with that information
is classified as "IN CONFIDENCE" and I can only repeat that I cannot Sir, discuss
this in public in the House,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, is the Hon Member aware that the argument of the level of overtime in the
official departments has been brought to this House before and would he not say
is equally relevant for Members of this House to know what that figure is?

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I cannot add to my considered statement on this matter,
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HON P J ISOLA:

Is the position then, Sir, that the O0fficial Departments are not prepared to give
the Government the information which is important as far as the people of Gibraltar
are concerned in order for the Government to be able to discharge its responsibiliti
to this House? Can I have an answer?

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, it is explicit and implicit in my answer that this information is available
on request on certain conditions to the Government of Gibraltar. I have said in
my statement that equally on the same terms it is available to Hon Members cpposite.

HON P J ISOLA:

May I then ask, Sir, the Financial & Development Secretary whether he would enquire
from the Official Departments whether this information will be made available e.gs
in the House of Commons if a similar question is put there?

MR SPEAKER:

This doesn't come out of the original question. As to the general policy as to
what is disclosed by the 0fficial Employers or the 0fficial Side in Gibraltar,
perhaps another question can be formulated or it can be approached in another
manner but it does not arise from the original question.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, with respect, this was not a question that was asked with any flippancy
whatever, The reason for this question being asked is quite simple., Is this
information confidential to everybody or just to the House of Assembly? That is
what I would like the Hon Financial and Development Secretary to enquire about.

MR SPEAKER:

That is another way of putting a question, but it is not the same as what you
asked before, with due respect, Mr Isola, That question is permissible and I will
allow it.

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think the answer is obvious that it is so. But I do again insis’
that I have no right to give this answer on behalf of the UK Departments,

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, what I was asking the Financial & Development Secretary is whether he
would kindly take this matter a little further because what is involved here is the
function of this House, the constitutional position. That is why I was asking,
Because if to get an answer we must go through Members of Parliament would it not
be quicker to give the answer in this House? That is why I asked the Financial &
Development Secretary whether he would take this matter further with the Official
Departments having regard to what has been said on the point,
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HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I cannot understand how such a question can be asked if the terms of my
first answer are read and understood.

HON P J ISOLA:
We'll have to put it to the test,Mr Speaker.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, since it is a fact, Sir, that employers in the privatc sector are asked for
the general level of overtime by the statistics questionnaires, would it not be
reasonable to suppose that the two UK Departments should provide similar
information bearing in mind their importapnce to the local economy?

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, the information which is given for statistical purposes and which is used in
the employment survey report, is still given on the "IN CONFIDENCE" basis. That
document is a classificd document. It is however made available to Hon Members
opposite but again on the "IN CONFIDENCE" basis.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, am I to understand then that the Hon Financial & Development Secretary whom

we do not blame for his answers, is using the circular argument that this informati
is not given because it is given "IN CONFIDENCE"?. Could he please therefore reply
to my previous question as/ﬁhe grounds, the reasons why this information is not
given? 40

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No Sir, I cannot speak on such matters on behalf of the UK Departments, whose
responsibility it is,.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZi:

Is the Financial & Development Secretary satisfied with thc answer that he has
given and is that the opinion of his Government, too? I would like to know if he
is satisfied with the answer. /And the Governmment that he represents, are they
satisfied with the answer given by the Official employers?

MR SPEAKER:

It is obvious that a goneral principle of disclosure has been inserted into the
matter whieh is not the subject matter of the general qucstion and which could be
again, as I said before, up tb the Opposition whether they want to do anything
apout it, but I don't think we can pursue the matter any further now.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZ::

I think that this side of the House would be very interested in knowing if' the
Government of which the Financial & Development Secretary is part of are satisfied
with the answer given by the Official employers? Can I have an answer Mr Speaker
please?

MR SPEAKER:

It seems that you are not going to have one,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Well, I think it's a shame, 4f I may say so, Mr Speaker,

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I think the response I have brought to this House in response to the approach
to the UK Departments has been response in which they have shown willingness to do
what they can to meet the wishes of Hon Members of this Housec,
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N0.29 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

In view of the continuing high rate of price inflation will Government undertake
to use its influence in J.I.C. for the re-introduction of C.0.L.A. without further
delay?

linswer:

The Financial % Development Secretary

As I said in reply to o question at the last Meeting of the House, the claim of
the Union for the re-introduction of COLA from an earlicr date than was provided
for in the Agreement was one which required very careful consideration. 4 great
deal of attention has in fact been given to the matter by the O0fficial Employers,
and discussions with the Union will be taking place very soon, In these circum-
stances I gm sure that the Hon Member will agree that it would not be appropriate
for one of the partners on thc Official Side to indicate in advance the views of
any of them,

SUPPLEMENT..RY TO N0.29 OF 1973

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I cannot agree with the view of the Hon Financial & Development
Secretary. Does he not think that if the Government of Gibraltar states that it
is sufficiently concerncd about the way the cost of living has advanced to wish
the BOLA to be re-introduced, this is only likely to prove of benefit to the
re-introduction of such a COL. formula and therefore it is only likely to be
beneficial to the staff side of JIC with whom presumably he is identified to some
extent,

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, no, I am sure that I cannot discuss the subject of the impending
confidential negotiations.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is it a fact, Mr Speaker, that the Staff side asked for a reply to their claim by
the 15th January?

HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I am reading from a reply I gave at the last mecting of the House.
Trade Union made this claim, sent to the Chairman of the JIC on the 8th January 197:
15th January? It may be that they are but we have been in consultation, the
official employers have been in consultation with the unign at various points of
time since Januarye

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Financial & Development Secretary indicate whether the Government of
Gibraltar is very concerncd about the cost of living and thinks that there is a
need for the re-introduction of COLA?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I would like to state herc that we are very concerned and I would like to ask
the Hon Member not to pursue this matter at this stage because I think it would
be towards the interest which he has so much at heart.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I don't know Sir whether Standing Orders allow the participation of the
Chief Minister. Perhaps he should have answered the question himself originally.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZii:

Mr Speaxer, I am surprised that the Chief Minister should try and answer questions
when only at the previous to the last meeting he was criticising the Opposition
for members who were not shadow ministers putting supplementaries,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I remember in the days of my predecessor he used to stand up all the time,
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No.30 of 1972 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Is Government aware that fruit and vegetables from Tangier are sold in Gibraltar
up to 3 to 4 times the price they sell for at the retail level in Tangier, and
if so, what does Government propose to do about it?

Answer:

The Minister for Tourism,Trade & Economic Dovelopment

It has always been a well known fact that prices of fruit and vegetables in Tangier
have invariably been considerably cheaper than in Gibraltar.

2., Representations have been made in the past, both during the time of the previous
Government and before, and negotiations have been conducted at different levels but
the Moroccan Authorities have explained that they cannot allow exports on a
commercial scale from the local market in Tangier as this would create a scarcity
locally and increase prices in the home market.

3. Accordingly the prices at which fruit and vegetables are allowed to be exported
to Gibraltar are substantially higher than those at which they are sold at home
but not as high as those at which the commodities are exported to other European
markets.

SUPPIEMENT.RY TO NO.30 OF 1973

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, will the Hon Minister give an answer to the second partto the
question, what does he propose to do about it?

HON A W SERFATY:

At the present moment of time, nothing. The same as the previous Government did,
nothing,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Sir, could I ask the Hon Member if he has looked back into what was being done by
the last Government before unfortunately we were defeated. Could he see - and I
think it is very unfortunate for Gibraltar too = could he please see if he could
at least try and pmrsue the line of action that we were planning on?

HON A W SERFATY:

The line of action that you were planning and were carrying out unsuccessfully,
of course. What I.0a2n say is that I will certainly take any opportunity that
arises for me to do something about it, but I don't think this is the present
moment.,
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

But what I would like to know Mr Speaker is, if he is at all interested in what

we were thinking of doing, and in fact we were very near to implementing it,

and T wouldn't like to disclose what the plans are here because I think that would
be imprudent but it might be necessary to do so at a later stage but could he try
and see if at least he could follow that line of action? That is all I want to
know.

HON A W SERFATY:

May I answer the question by another question., I would like to know what the
Hon Member was thinking of doing?

HON MAJOR R J PELIZ.:

Well, I have said just now - first of all I don't think it is proper that I should
make a statement in the House. That would be contrary to the 8tanding Rules, so
you are asking me to do the impossible, and you should know better with all your
experience in this House if I may say so. But having said that, as I said I think
it would be imprudent to make a public statement of this nature certainly at this
stage and all I ask fs whether the Minister would like to look back - it is all
recorded - and find out much better than I could make a statement here - it is all
recorded - and perhaps he could look into that and see what could be done. That is
all I aske That he be prepared to do that .

HON A W SERFATY:

I would like to say that some of these papers which have recorded what the
previous Government was thinking of doing are not available to the present
Government,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZi:
Perhaps that could be made available,

HON A W SERFATY:

It is against the rules, Mr Speaker.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, I am sure the Hon Member is under a misconception, but would he
please ask his officials to present him with a paper of action and proposals taken
and mooted by the last administration, in respect of this question, and would he
assure the House if he intends to do something and not nothing, At least try
to bring down the cost of fruit and vegetables?
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HON A W SERFATY:

I will try. I cannot promise that I will do anything. I am always thinking of
doing things but it is not always possible to do them.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZ.A:

One more question Mr Speaker, which arises from one of the answersthat he gave me tc
a supplementary, which was that we had been unsuccessful. If that is so why was

it that we never had any scerious question on this matter by the then Opposition

of the day? Could I have an answer please, Mr Speaker, to that? Are we not

going to have an answer again, Mr Spceaker?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, we are not going to answer silly questions.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZ..:

It is not a silly question with all due respect. I don't think it is the convention
of the House for the Chief Minister to stand up and have to defend Ministers the
way he is doing.

HR SPEAKER:

It is fortunate for me hot to judge the subtleness of questions and answers and
the Standing Orders do not allow me to do so, but it is the prerogative of the
Government to deal with questions as they in the circumstances consider best. So
they cannot be forced to give an answer at any given moment.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Could the Hon Minister say whether he is going to answer the question please?
That's another question,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No.

HON A W SERFATY:

I will say that during my timc in the Opposition I never asked a silly question.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, does the Hon Member consider whether he can do something or not about the
exhorbitant prices of fruit and vegetables to be a silly question? Sir, on a
point of order, is it in order for members other than the Minister or person
answering a question to stand up and make comments on the quection?
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MR SPEAKER:

It is in order for any Minister to answer a supplementary just the same as it is

in order for any member of the Opposition to ask a supplementary. That is about
all I am prepared to rule on,

HON M XTIBERRAS:

Sir, I've gathered from my short experience in this House Sir, that it was
usually the Minister concerned who stood his ground and answered the question.
This I believe is the convention,.

KR SPEAKER:

But, again, I do not rulc on conventions., I rule on Standing Orders. What has been
the practice due to the fact that a particular Government or Opposition deal with
particular matters in a particular way do not bind me provided that they do so
within the rules.
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Noe31 of 1973 CRAL

The Hon J Bossano

Will Government state whether it intends to expand the role of the Price Control

0ffice so as to set up a consumer protection unit and if so when does it propose
to do this?

Answer:

The Minister for Tourism,Trade & Economic Development

In my reply to Question No.4 of 1973 to the Hon Member, I said that a visit by
an expert on price control matters was being arranged. It is expected that this
will take place some time next month,

The expert will examine all aspects of price control including the future functions
of the committee. It would be premature, therefore, to take action on any particule
aspect in isolation at this stage before Government has had the benefit of expert
advice,

SUPPLEMENTLRY TO NO.31 OF 1973

HON J BOSSANO:

The cautious note Mr Speaker which is so prevalent in the answers of the
Government, do not augur well for speedy solutions to our problems. Will the
Minister say whether he is still of the view that a consumer protection unig

is needed as was given to understand in the course of an interview where he referrre
to the price control office as an embryo consumer protection unit.

HON A W SERFATY:

I never said any such thing, Mr Speaker., I have never said that I agree that it
is necessary to have a consumer protection unit. -

HON J BOSSANO:

Has any other member of the Government, Mr Speaker, to the knowledge of the
Minister said so publicly during the course of an interview on GBC?

HON A W SERFATY:

Well, apparently, some member has expressed that view and I am not responsible
for it.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is the Minister in agreement with such a view or not?

HON A W SERFATY:
I will answer that question after the visit of the expert,
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Minister not have any views of his own pther than those that
are given to him by experts?

HON A W SERFATY:

0f course, I have views of my owne

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, could we hear them?

HON A W SERFATY:

I said you will hear them when the expert has come here, examined the problem,
and reported to the Government.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Minister think consumers meed protection in Gibraltar or not?

HON A W SERFATY:

of course, they do need protection,

HON J BOSSANO:
Is there a need for a unit to protect them Mr Speaker?

HON A W SERFATY:

Not necessarily.
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Noe32 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Caruana

Does Government propose to send anybody this year on a course of training for
the post of Sister Tutor in the Medical Department?

Answer:
The Minister for Medical & Health Services

Sir, arrangements are in hand to nominate a senior member of the Nursing Staff
to undertake a course of training in Britain, commencing in September this year,
to qualify for the Sister Tutor Diploma o the University of London,
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No.33 of 1973 ORAL
The Hon P J Isola

Will Government state whether the Trade Licensing Committee has been appointed
and if so when, and how many applications for Licences have heen received and
considered?

Answer:
The Chief Minister

The answer to the first part of the question is no, Sir. With regard to the
second part of the question, a total of 190 applications have been received of
which 182 are in respect of existing businesses and 8 in respect of new businesses,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.33 OF 1973

HON P J ISOLA:

Sir, in view of the fact that the law dealing with this expires on the 31lst May,
can we have any ideas as to when this committee will in fact be appointed?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Nominations were invited in accordance with the provisions of the Ordinance, and
the nom’emtions from the Gibraltar Trades Council which were invited on the 19th
January were not officially communicated until the 17th March., The Committee will
be appointed in the near future. The other body has made its nomination and the
Consumer Association are also being invited to agree to a member and I understand
that this appointment will be readily forthcoming,

HON P J ISOLA:

Sir, does the Chief Minister think that this Committee has the slightest chance
of dealing with all the applications that have to come before it before the
31st May?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Applications from persons carrying on a trade or business on the 17th November
1972 should be received by the 30th March, i.e. three months from the coming into
force of the Ordinance., During this period and until a licence is granted or
refused such persons are deemed to be lawfully trading. Applications in respect
of new businesses must be submitted not less than three months before it is
desired that the licence should come into force. I appreciate that there is going
bte be a bit of a time lag. Unfortunately we have endeavoured to appoint the committe
as soon as possible but this question of nominations gives cause for delays
sometimes and of course there should be no concern about businesses which are
carrying on because they will carry on. I would very much hope that perhaps later
this week the appointment can be formally made and at least They can meet before
the end of the period to deal with all the applications of current businesses.

I have also asked my Hon Friend the Minister for Trade, to get on with the
Select Committee which for a number of reasons has not been done before since the
beginning of the year, in order to be able to finalise their deliberations in

time for a revision when the law lapses.
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Noe3l of 1973 ORAL
The Hon W M Isola

Can Government confirm that omnibus G 29981 was imported in May 1972 and duty
paid was rebated in October 1972 following the import duty concession on the
importation of new buses?

Answer:

The Financial & Development Secretary

Yes Sir, I do so confirm. I muek regret that I was misinformed to the extent of
this one bus in my answer on this matter at the last Meeting of the House.



w

bl

17,

No.35 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon L Devincenzi

Will Government state how many individuals have failed to qualify after following

a course of training of further education in UK with assistance from public funds
in the last ten years and is it Government policy now to require such individuals

to refund to Government expenses incurred in respect of their training?

Answer:

The Attorney General

Sir, in the last ten years four individuals have failed to qualify after following
a course of training in Britain which have been financed out of public funds.

Before a person is sent for a course of training or for further education financed
from public funds, it has long been the policy of Government to require the person
to enter into an agreement whereby he undertakes to pursue diligently and complete
the course of training and then to return to serve the Gibraltar Governgent for a
particular period of time. The agreement provides that if the trainee does not
honour its terms then he will refund to the Government the monies expended on his
training., Although Government has the legal right to require a person sent on a
course of training who fails to complete the course to refund the costs incurred
on his training, it has not yet sought a refund merely on the grounds of such
failure. Where, however, a person has been sent on a course of training and at
the end of that course, whether he has passed the appropriate examination or

not, he fails to honour his undertaking to continue to serve the Government and
leaves Government service then it has been Government's policy to require a refund
of the costs of the course unless, after having considered the facts of the
particular case, there is a good reason not to do so,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.35 of 1973

HON L DEVINCENZIZ?

Mr Speaker, I don't know whether I have missed part of the apswer but I was
particularly interested, not so much whether students who pass their examination
but those who actually failed, and if that is the policy now or has been the policy
who, in fact, determines whether that student did do so wilfully or not? If I

may ask the question again, Mr Speaker, " In the contract which students are made

to undertake does it say anywhere that if they fail they have to make a refund?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Yes, it does. It is for construction of the agreement but my understanding of the
agreements I have seen 1is that a refund can be required but, as I said in my
previous answer, it is not Government's policy to demand a refund merely because
there has been a failure, If there has been a failure, for example, because

the student led a gay lifc and didn't attend to his studies, then probably
Government would consider demanding a refund, But a mere failure, no.
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HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, if that is the case, that Government can in fact do so, there is pro-
vision there, wouldn't the Hon Attorney General agree that it could happen that
if such a thing is there, such a regulation or clause in the contract, it would
be a great impediment to students particularly from the working classes who
would be afraid in case they would fail their examinations that they would be
required to pay a refund?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I can understand that being a source of worry but on the other hand if a student
can go on a course knowing that there is no clause in his agreement whereby he

can be required to make a refund if he doesn't pursue his studies diligently& pass
his exams then I am afraid that could well be an incitement to him, I might say,
not to bother about carrying out his studies for which the Government is paying.

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon and Learned Attorney General then tell me what body or
person comes to a conclusion as to whether that person who has failed has done so
because he has had a gay time or any other reason which would make the Government
want to prosecute?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I have no doubt that if the question arose the papers would be referred to the
Attorney General, for him to decide whether the evidence shows that, in fact,
the student had not been pursuing his studies diligently.

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, when the Hon the Attorney General refers to the papers, does it mean
the student's paper?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Reports would be called for from the tutors, the teachers of the student, in the
United Kingdom and then consideration would be given as to whether the student
had or had not pursued his studies diligently.

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, then I take it that it is the Attorney General based on information
from the student's tutors who determines whether the person has studied diligently
or not? Can I have an answer? Yes or NO?
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HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

The Attorney General would no doubt consult with officials to see whether in view
of the teachers!, tutors' reports it could be fairly said that the student had not
pursued his studies properly. He would call, perhaps, for technical advise on
this particular point, but the final decision would, of course, he his as to
whether a course of action lay or not.

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, has it been the practice of the Government to enquire from tutors
whether people who have failed - in fact there have been 4 in the last ten years -
whether these individuals have, in fact, studied diligently or not, in all cases,
or are they taken just at random?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

The Government receives a report on every student,

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, can Government state whether since 1969 any s tudent has failed? Since
1969 out of those 42

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I cannot tell the Hon Member which were the dates when the four failures have been
There has been one failure to my knowledge since 1969, Whether the others were
since 1969, I cannot say.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, would the Attorney General be prepared to say how many cases have been
actually taken to court by the Government?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I am aware that in 7 cases at least it has not been necessary to take the person
to court because agreement has been reached and payment is being made weekly or
quarterly or monthly., In two cases which I am aware a writ has had to be issued.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, of these seven cases how many are for actually having failed the exam?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

None.
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HON M XTBERRAS:

Sir, is the Attorney General conversant with similar student agreements in the
United Kingdom and is there leave there by the authority paying the scholarship
to investigate the performance of a student other than the normal certificates

which are issued to certify that a student has duly performed the work of the class

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I am afraid that I am not aware of the procedure in the United Kingdom.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, is the Attorney General satisfied that it is fair to the student that
investigations of this kind should be made perhaps several years after the course
of study has been completed?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

As far as I am aware reports are received contemporaneously with the students
activities, with his course of treining. I don't know whether there have been
reports sought from teachers at any length of time after a course has finished.

HON M XTBERRAS:

Sir, my question was would the Attorney General consider it fair that this should
be done?

MR SPEAKER:

That is asking for a matter of opinion which is against the Standing Orders.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

One question Mr Speaker, and that is the Hon Attorney General just said that of
the four failures no one had been taken to court., Is this carrect?

HON ATTORNEY GENERLL:

I said no one had been taken to court purely for failing.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

But could it be in any way connected with the writ served?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:
It certainly could be, yes.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Thank youe. The other question that I would like to put to the Attorney
General is, is it proper that in the agreement there should be this clause which
compels a fairly young man who does not know at that stage to what extent he will
be able to face the hardness of the studies or to what extent his capacity will
be as time progresses and how his character will react knowing perfectly well
when the contract was made that he did not have the money to pay for the full
amount if he did fail and if in the opinion of the Attorney General he was not
doing his best to get through?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Sir, that is hardly o supplementary question with the greatest respect to the
Hon Member opposite,

MR SPEAKER:

We are now deviating and going into the terms of the agreement and not as to
whether the agreement as existing is going to be implemented, has been before or
will be in the future which is the matter of the question.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
I can take it therefore, Mr Speaker, that under the terms of the agreement it is

the policy of the Government to stand by the terms of the agreement, notwithstandin

possible weaknesses and if anything, unfairness?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Government is always prepared to consider. It always is considering its agreements

It has been found to be perfectly satisfactory for a considerable time with the
existing agreements,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Would therefore Government be prepared to start considering the question of the
agreement without delay?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Well, we can say we can certainly look at it.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Thank you very much, Mr Speaker,

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, we are talking about failures here and nothing else. Can the Hon and
Learned Attorney General inform the House how a person who is given public
assistance to obtain a qualification in order to enable him to serve Government
in a qualified capacity how that person can continue to serve the Government
satisfactorily if he does not obtain the qualification?
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HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Once again, Mr Speaker, it does seem that this is not a supplementary question.
It doesn't arise out of the answer I have previously given,

HON P J ISOLA:

Sir, would not the Hon and Learned Attorney General then not agree that in the
case of a person who does not qualify and cannot qualify, it is unreasonable to
maintain him in the public service in that particular position?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Once again Mr Speaker, I would seek your ruling that this is not a supplementary
question.

MR SPEAKER:

It is going into specific €ases when one mustn't. It is the general policy of
Government as to the implementation of existing agreements which is being
discussed,

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, it seems to me a bit odd that when a person fails the Government still
wants him to stay on with them in a position which he is not qualified to hold.

HON M XIBERRAS:

One more question if I may. Bearing in mind, Sir, that at one stage in Gibraltar
I am referring to the Council stage, City Council stage, it was the responsibility
of elected members of the Council to determine whether the authority should take
up its rights in respect of any agreement of the type under discussione Will the
Attorney General inform the House as to whose responsibility, whether exclusive
or otherwise, it would be to bring litigation against any particular student who
in the eyes of Government broke with the agreement?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

The papers would be referred to me, thereafter I would certainly consult with
my colleagues in the Publié Service as to whether this was a proper case in which
action should be taken to recover the monies paid on behalf of the student.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, when the Hon Attorney General talks about his colleagues in the Civil
Service does he mean the permanent staff of the Cixil Service?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

What is the impermanent staff of the Civil Service?
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I wonder what the purpose of flippancy is in this House? May I ask the

Hon and Learned the Attorney General in a clearer manner whether Ministers are at
any stage consulted on the desirability of Government bringing to court a student
who has broken in the eyes of Government with an agreement?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I would be wrong if I didn't consult any particular Minister I thought might be
able to help me reaching a decision or my colleague the Financial and Development
Secretary reaching a decision. For example, the Minister of Education could be
consulted but the final decision would be mine,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, we entirely see the point. The Hon Attorney General is responsible for the

prosecution and whether the matter is taken forward, there is a case or not. But

Sir, can the Hon and Learned the Attorney General tell me whether it has been the
practice in the past, in respect of those cases that had been taken to court, or

whether there has been a threat of litigation, to consult Ministers, generally?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I cannot say whether there has been discussion in the past. I can only say what
has occurred since I took over this office.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, with respect Sir, we cannot be satisfied with that answer. I would say that
this practice should be known to the Attorney General since he is now operating
in the territory of Gibraltar. Could he, therefore, find out whether this has been
the practice and at a future stage perhaps inform members of this House?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I doubt whether any record would exist of whether the Attorney General consulted
Ministers or not. Doubtless members on the other side of the House would know
whether they were consulted during the tenure of the recent Attorney General

but I doubt whether I could have any, except by writing to the Attorney General
himself, I doubt if there would be any record,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, members on this side of the House are perfectly clear as to what the practice
has been in the past but it is not our dutyeeeee

MR SPEAKER:

We are now departing again from the question,
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Could I Sir, repeat the question i.e, since this is a matter of procedure which
obviously should be known to the Attorney General, will the Hon and Learned Attorne
General please enquire and inform the House or members of the House at a later
stage?

HON ATTORNEY GENERALL:

Yes, I am quite prepared to write to my predecessor and find out what he has to
say on this particular pointe

HON M XTBERRAS:

Sir, is the Hon and Learned Lttorney General saying that only by consulting his
predecessor iSeeees

MR SPEAKER:

No, that I will not allow, The way he goes about it is his own affair,
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No.36 of 1973 ORAL
The Hon P J Isola

Can the Government state whether the position of the Gibraltarian with regard
to entry into the United Kingdom is exactly the same as that of the UK citizen
with regard to entry into Gibraltar under the Immigration Control Ordinance as
recently amended by the House?

Answer:

The Attorney General

Except for one small difference the position is the same. The small differcnce

is that a United Kingdom citizen comming to Gibraltar to seek or take up employment
to set up business or to be self-employed, cannot bring his family with him unless
he satisfied the rincipal Immigration Officer that he has suitable accommodatic
4 Gibraltarian going to the United Kingdom to seek or take up employment or to set
up business or to be self-employed can take in his family without having to satisfy
the Immigration authorities that he has accommodation available in the United
Kingdom for thems The "accommodation" requirement which e have in Gibraltar is
entirely compatible with the provisions of the Treaty of Rome.

SUPPLEMENT..RY TO NO.35 OF 1973

HON P J ISOLi:

I thank the Hon .ttomney General for that answer. /m I right then in assuming
that a Gibraltarian on arrival at the United Kingdom and on proving his link with
Gibraltar through o passport is entitled as of right to a permit of residence for
six months in the United Kingdom, as a UK citisen is into Gibraltar under Section
15(52) of our Immigration Control Ordinance?

HON ATTORNEY GENER..I::

He is certainly entitled to remain in the United Kingdom for six months. Thether
he, in fact, gets a permit of residence that I do not know. He has a right to
reside there. If during that six months he obtains a job then he is entitled to
a certificate of residence thereafter for a period of 5 years, if the job is
expected to last for more than a year, if it is expected to last for less than a
year for the period of the job.

HON P J ISOLa:

I thank the Hon and Learned ittorney Generad for that answer. That means then
that the position in the United Kingdom is exactly the same as that in our
Immigration Ordinance. .m I right, therefore, in concluding that the artide
that appeared with regard to Immigration - I don't know if the Hon and Learned.
Attorney General saw this in the Sunday Times in January the 28th which was
widely reported in Gibraltar - the position there, if hc hos read it, was
incorrect insofar as Gibraltar is concerned?
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MR SPELAKER:

The Hon Attorney General can answer the question if he wants to but it is against
Standing Orders to esk o Minister to confirm the correctness of information publis
in the press, of course,

HON ATTORNEY GENER.LL:

I am prepared to answer the question, I don't read the Sunday papers, but in
fact this article was referrcd tc me., I was satisfied and advised that the
information contained in that article was incorrect insofar as it is laid dowm
in the legal position.
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No.37 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Will Government consider introducing a scheme by which senior citizens will be
issued with passes tc enable them to travel on Public Transport free of charge?

ANsSwWer:

The Minister for Labour & Social Security

Government is prepared to look into the possibility of introducing such a scheme;
but offhand certain difficulties are foreseen mainly stemming from the fact that
the buses in Gibraltar are run by private operators for profit.

It is envisaged that any ambitious scheme would raise many difficulties of
administration and could be very expensive if it was to apply to all persons

above a certain age and not just to certain categories, such as 01d Age Pensioners
or those on Supplementary Benefitse.

SUPPLEMENT/RY TO NO.37 OF 1973

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Minister confirm, Mr Speaker, that there are about 2,500 persons taking
males over 65 and females over 60 according to the 1970 Ccnsus and that the cost
of introducing a scheme for their benefit would not be unduly expensive?

HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, I can confirm the first part of the question, namely that there are about
2,500 Gibraltarians of pensionable age. I cannot do so insofar as the second
part of the question is concerned. Whether it would be expensive or not would
depend on what the scheme entails,

HON J BOSSLNO:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister undertake to look into the matter without any delay
in view of the fact that he in principle agrees that it would be a good thing to
do it, and to consult the pensioners committee of the Transport and General Torkers
Union in the matter to see whether it would be possible by collecting ideas of
different groups involved with the welfare of our senior citizens to see whether

a scheme can be drafted which is not of excessive cost but which nevertheless

must be accepted, Mr Specker, will cost some money?

HON A J CANEPA:

I have already said that I am prepared to lpok into the motter. What delay

there will or there will not be will obviously depend on other matters with which
I am concerned with ot the moment as matters of urgency. I will certainly sound
opinion and obtain views as to the kind of scheme that might be workable and which
might receive from the House financial backing if and when I required it.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon Ministcr, Mr Speaker, make provision in the 1973/7L4 estimates by
having a token sum put in so as to give an indication of his firm commitment,
a token sum which nced not be more than a pure nominal amount but which shows
that the Government is willing to vote the money when the time comes?

HON /. J CANEPA:

Sir, I do not agree with instant Government. I have committed myself to look into
the matter and shall do so, but I am not prepared as of now to do what the Hon
questioner wants me to do, I am not prepared to be press ganq&§A9r shanghaied
into doing that kind of thing until I have studied the mgtterlAuntll I can put
considered proposals to my colleagues in Government for their approval.,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I am very surprised that the Hon Minister thinks I am trying to
shanghai him into anything., 411 I am trying to do, Mr Speaker, is to reassure our
seniobp citizens that in spite of a great deal of circumstantial evidence to the
contrary the present Government is concerned about their welfare, it is concerned
to the extent that it is prepared to make a gesture to say: "Yes, we are willing t¢
do something about it. To show that we are willing, we are going to put some

money aside in the Budget for you, for your welfare, in this particular respect."
ind there the people will see that the commitment is not a purely verbal one, Will
the Minister please reconsider also the motives that he has attributed to my
suggestion, which ore not to shanghai him into anything.

HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, I have committed myself to look into the matter. My word is as good as a
token vote, and I can promise the Hon Mr Bossano that in the course of the next
financial year 1973/74 I will have gone into the matter thoroughly. &nd if T
consider that such a scheme is workable, I shall be only too happy to report to

the House in those terms, to consult him and ask for his views on how the thing
can get off the ground., I can promise that I will look into it, I will do something
about it,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZ.:

One short question Mr Speaker, if I may be allowed to do so. Would it be during
the early part orf the late part of the financial year?

HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, in another statement I said that I hoped to have a certain scheme ready

as early as possible in the second half of this year, and I meant the coming
year. I am very confident that I will be able to get that off the ground on July
1st, That might be some token of the way that I approach matters.
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N0,38 of 1973 ORAL
The Hon W M Isola

In view of the fact that Government is now going to implement on a permanent

basis the decongestion of Main Street, will Government consider (a)decongestion
should cease on weckdays at 7 p.me. and not at 8 p.m. as hitherto? (b) decongestio
should cease on Saturdays ot 1 p.me and not at 2 p.me as hitherto?

Lnswer:

The Minister for Public Works & Municipal Services

The Transport Commission's recommendation for the times of decongestion of Main
Street when the schemekc omes permanent was made towards the end of February
1973. The Government approved that recommendation on 7 March 1973.

The new timings recommended by the Transport Commission and accepted by the
Government will be 10 aeme to 7.15 pem. on weekdays and 10 a.me to 1ol peme
on Saturdays.

SUPPLEMENT.RY TO NO.38 OF 1973

HON W M ISOLL:

I am very grateful for that answer. I seem to be only 50 minutes away from bothe.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZL:

Could I just put one other supplementary, Mr Speaker, please. Since now the
scheme has become permanent or is going to become permanent it seems, could the
Minister responsible give some thought to start beautifying the place by perhaps
having some benches in certain places, trees and what have you to make the whole
thing much more amenable than it is now?

HON LT COL J L HO.ARE:

Mr Speaker, we are always looking at ways and means of beautifying Gibraltar.

The question of benches and trees in Main Street additional to those that we have
now, I think, argﬁ%ibit difficult but we will certainly lockinto it. We are open
to suggestions, we; look at them intelligently, and if they are in the public
interest, we will ?aﬁeree them.

U\:‘J’TC{/!M:& ;:}‘

HON MAJOR R U PELIZ.:
Thank you very much,
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Noo,39 of 1973 ORAL
The Hon W M Isola

Will the Government confirm that no exempt discs under the scheme for the
decongestion of Main Street have been issued to staff cars?

Answer:
e

The Minister for Public Works & Municipal Services

Yes, I confirm that no exempt discs under the scheme for the decongestion of
Main Street have been issued specifically to any staff car.

SUPPLEMENT.RY TO N0.39 OF 1973

HON W M ISOLA:

I am very grateful for that answer. Is the Minister aware that many staff cars
are using the decongested part of Main Street even for shopping expeditions?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Each Service asked for a number of transferable exemption discs. The number of
such discs actually issued by the Transport Commission was reduced to the minimum
considered adequate for each Service. Royal Navy received 6, the Army 5, the RAF :
and the DOE 4. The conditions applying to the use of such discs are the same as
all other exemption discs. They are to be used only when conveying or picking

up personnel or goods within decongested areas of Main Street on official service
business. But as each disc is transferable it is used on individual vehicles at tt
servicestdiscretion,

HON W M ISOLA:

Will the Minister confirm that the only time that an exempt disc can be issued is
only to unload or unload goods and not to load and unload passengers?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

That is not so Sir. Exemption discs allow people to be conveyed to destinations

in the decongested area and to be pgiked up in particular by taxis. The exemption
discs are also available to the services when they are collecting and taking money
to the bank when they generally use staff cars.

HON W M ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, do I hear well when I heard the Minister just now saying that
exempt discs can be issued to pick up people in Main Street — I am not talking
about taxi drivers, that is a different matter altogether - that exempt discs are

being issued to staff cars to pick up personnel in the decongested parts of
Main Street?
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HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Why not? They live there and they are travelling o the airport on leaving or
arriving and they have accommodation in Main Street?

HON W M ISOLA:

Is the Minister not aware that the conditions of the exempt discs state that
exempt discs can only be used to load or unload goods and not passengers?

HON LT COL J L HOARE: A

That is not so. The exemption discs allow the conveyanceJ the collection of not
only goods but of individualsj otherwise there would be no object in giving the

exemption discs to taxis, They don't carry goods, they carry individuals and
personnel,

HON P J ISOLA:

Is not the position with regard to personnel apart from taxis, of course, that
the only people who can be picked up on exempt discs are elderly people, Some
people are given exempt discs to pick up elderly people, but surely this doesn't
apply to wives of politicians and service persomnel or anybody else, does it?
Including ourselves of course,

HON LT COL J L HO.RE:

I have said, Mr Speaker, that it applies to personnel being piecked up or taken

or deposited on first arrival in Gibraltar or arrival of their bgggage. A number
of service personnel live in lodgings and if they didn't bring the service car to
do it, they would have toc get taxis. That was implicit in the scheme when I took
it over,

HON W M ISOLA:

Is the Minister stating that service personnel are getting preferential treatment
to the Gibraltarians along the decongested areas of Main Street?

HON IT COL J L HOARE:

Not at all., A civilian hos no access to the services vehicles, he uses a taxi,
A serviceman has a right to be conveyed to wherever he is going in service transn~-
This is the only difference,

HON W M ISOLA:

Is the Minister stating that a serviceman has the right to be conveyed in a staff
car through the decongested parts of Main Street, and yet a civilian or Gibraltaric
is not entitled to usc an ordinary cyr to use the decongested areas of Main St?
Is the Minister stating thoat the services have preferential treatment to the
Gibraltarians in the decongested areas of Main Street?
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HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I have said Mr Speaker, in my answer, that thé conditions applied to the use of
exemption discs given to the Services are the same as for 21l other vehicles.

And whereas a person on arrival or on leaving Gibraltar who lives in the
decongested area will do so by taxi, the serviceman does it with transport provid-
by the service. Exactly the same conditions.

HON W M ISOLA:

This is quite extraordinary Mr Speaker. Does the Minister mean to say that if a
civilian who lives in a decongested ares of Main Street wants to leave Gibraltar
by air he has to employ a taxi, whilst if a serviceman lives in a decongested o™~

of Main Street, he has the privilege of using a staff car to convey him to the
airport?

HON LT COL J L HOART:

A service vehicle is a service taxi.

HON W M ISOLA:

Has the Minister received advice from the Transport Commission on this matter,
because it raises very great principles, that a Gibralterian should be forced *-

 take a taxi if they are living in Main Street, whilst a scrviceman should be

picked up in Main Street by a staff car when an exempt disc is only given to
load or unload goods and not passengers?

HON LT COL J L HO:ARE:

For the umpteenth timekxhe exemption disc is not limited to conveyance of goodss
It covers the conveyance of personnel as well. Nobody necessarily has to take a
taxi,ln the same woy W&&t the serviceman does not have to be brought down, but if
they do use a taxi or the serviceman does use a service vehicle, it has to have
an exemption disc or in the case of a taxi authority to use Main Street.

HON P J ISOLA:

Is the position then that anybody awho wants to do a bit of shopping in Main
Street on the services side can have an exempt disc put on his staff car and com"
down to Main Street and do their shopping and go out again and they are all ~i7
Is that the position?

HON IT COL J L HOARE:

No Sir. Tn fact it has been necessary to remind the Heads of Services of the
conditions under which the exemption discs are issued. This hgs already been
done.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Can we take it then that there will be greater police vigilance in Main Street
in these matters?

HON LT COL J L HO.ARE:

First of all I am not responsible for the police, bwt I certainly have asked
them to exert a great deal of vigilenceAnd very often - I think there ha.\f‘g\ ’—22.4
reports in the papers and a gkeat number of people have becn prosecuted’a ‘great
number of people have been warned . »But let me repeat what I said at the very
beginning, The same conditions apply to these exemption discs irrespective of
whom they are issued to, In the same way it is within my knowledge that certain
vans do not comply with the conditions, that is they drive right through Main
Street and the same kind of abuse occurs with service vehicles as wells That I
am aware of, and I am trying to put a stop to it.

HON P J ISOLA:

Can any other Hon Member on the other side of the House Mr Speaker, give the
assurance that has been sought?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes, I can. This is a difficult situation, the Minister is doing his best. When
there are exempt discs or when there is any privilege of any kind of this nature,
people are put on their honour and if they don't carry it out because they want to
abuse it, the purpose of the Government is to see that everybody abides by the
same rules, On this there can be complete sympathy on both sides of the House.

We don't want any privileged people going around Main Street in cars when the
people of Gibraltar are not allowed.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZ.:

Mr Speaker, I am very glad tc hear that and that all this has arisen out of the
question that my Hon Friend has put to the House, but I notice that the Minister
responsible for this said that really he was not responsible, that it was the
Police,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I said I am not responsible for the Polices

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Yes, but obviously he is responsible for the scheme and it is impossible for the
police to try and put things right which are wrong from the premises from which
they are worked. Could the Minister consider very carefully the question of the
discs themselves as I understood he said the discs were transferable as far as

the services were concerned. Couldn't he give some thought to the disc not

being transferable., That of course makes it very easy for any Tom, Dick and Harry
in any unit out of the notice of the Commanding 0fficer or anybody else just hangin
the disc on the van and going through. Wouldn't it be in the interest of everybody,
including the units themselves to prevent any possible misunderstanding that the
disc should not be transferable. Will he give some thought to that?
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HON LT COL J L HOARE:

This did exercise some thought ©n my part but one must remember that the services
have a great number of vehicles. They have been limited as I said in my answer.
Obviously the work of the services would be terribly affected if only 6 particular
lorries or vehicles could be used. This is the object of the exercise, For
example, when they are collecting cash they will use a staff car; when they are
delivering goods they may be using a lorry, a goods vehicles, This is the chject
of their being transferable, Otherwise it would mean issuing every service vehicls
with exemption discs ~nd this obviously is not right,

MR SPEAKER:

We have dealt with this matter at great length at question time. Assurances have
been given by the Government and if there is any more to be said it will have to be
done in a debate and not now, unless it is a supplementary relevant to the original
question,

HON W M ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I just want to get one point clear because the Minister has told us

at some great length about the exempt discs being transferable in the services.

You know the Navy may have 5 and they transfer the exempt disc, But is not the

Minister aware that the same practice exists for private companies in Gibraltar?
There is nothing wrong with that. What we are getting at is that a staff car is

not allowed to go into Main Street unless it is loading or wloading goods,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I am sorry; cask is £00dS5eeceses

MR SPEAKER:

The whole thing is practically a debate now. We will leave it and call the next
question,



35

Noo4O of 1973 ORAL
The Hon W M Isola

Has Government noted that in 1972 there were no boats for hire on beaches and
does Government not intend to encourage prospective licencees for 19732

Answer:

The Ministor for Public Works & Muniipal Services

The present Government has noted the conditions which prevailed in 1972 - during
part of which the previous Government was in office, .ction is being taken

in fact it has been taken already to call for applications to provide this
service this year, and I think there were advertisements in the paper last
Saturday.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.4O OF 1973

HON W M ISOLA:

Can the Minister state what action has been taken? Is the Minister aware

that a prospective applicant applied in October 1972 and did not receive a

direct answer till about the 6th February 1973 and as a result has already withdraw
his application?

MR SPEAKER:

We mustn't have specific matters brought under the guise of a question, If that

is the answer that the questioner wanted he should have phrased his question in
that particular way. It is the policy and the principle which is being discussed,
not the particulars of a particular case.

HON W M ISOLA:

Can the Minister state whether he has received any appdications?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

The advertisement only cppeared on Saturday inviting applications, As a result
of that I have had nothing ot all.

HON W M ISOLA:

But is it not a fact that there was an application as far back as October 1972?
Is the Minister aware of such an application?

HON LT COL J L HO.NE:

I am not aware that it was for 1973.
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HON W M ISOLA:

Is the Minister aware that on the 27th February this applicant withdrew because
the Government had not replied at all?

HON LT COL J L HO/RE:

I wasn't aware of it, Mr Speaker, because as I say one wouldn't look at files

relating to that, as a Minister, in February. I have looked at this file in March
the beginning of March, to prepare for 1973.

HON W M ISOLL:

Mr Speaker, with respect to the Minister. I am not really concerned when he opens
his file but is it not a fact that the Minister should avail himself of all this
information before coming to the House?

HON LT COL J L HO.RE:

I was asked a specific question Mr Speaker and I have given a full answer on
that, There was no question there about who withdrew applications and therefore
I have not made myself aware of anything,
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Noeltl of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Caruana

When will the new Desalination Plant at Viaduct be operational?

LNSWer:

The Mihister for Public Works & Municipal Services

The present scheduled progromme is:=—
a. commencement of taking over Tests 25 June 1973.

be. completion of taking over Tests 29 September 1973.

It is expected to be fully operational and be handed over to Government on
30 September 1973.

SUPPLEMENT/LRY TO NO.41 OF 1973

HON J DARUANA:

Can the Minister say whot delay do  those dates bring to the scheduled programme
which was envisaged at the time when he made a statement to the House with
regard to the desalination Plant?

HON LT COL J L HO/RE:

There has been no major change in the anticipated date of handover, In fact the
date previously quoted was 1lth October, so there has been a small time gain,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister say in view of the fact that the plant will not
become operational till the 30 September what steps has the Government taken to
import water?

MR SPEAKER:

No, this question is completely out of order.

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister say then in view of the pfant coming into operation
on 30 September will there be any need to import water?

MR SPEAKER:

May I have the question ngain please.
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HON J CARUANA:

In view of the fact that the plant will come into operation on the 30th September
meaning way after the dry scason, Mr Speaker, will there be any need to impcrs
water during 1973 as a direct result of that?

HON LT CCL J L HOARI::

I cannot say whether there will be any major importation of water but as a safety
precaution we are bringing in a little water from MoroCCO.eee..

MR SPEAKER:

As I ruled the questioner out of order, I must rule the answer out of order on
anything other than whether the fact that the desalination Plant as it is now
called is not going to be completed until the 30th September 1973, will this
fact and this fact alone mean that water will be imported, 1'e mustn't discuss
the general situation of water in Gibraltar wnder the guise of finding out when
the Desalination Plant is going to be finished.

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister say whether in fact they are experiencing any
delay with the supply of o vital piece of equipment for the desalination Plant?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

With due respect, Mr Speaker, I don't think this arises from the ofiginal question,
But, no, there is no delay in any vital part of the Desalinator, otherwise the
present scheduled programme wouldn't be in being. “hat has not yﬁﬁaé rived is a
pipe to join it to a new intake, bwt Fhere is absolutely no reason;and in fact
arrangements have been made to connect it to the present main which feeds water

to shipping which goes along the same route., It is only a little by-pass that is
wanted.
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NO,42 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Caruana

Can Government state the exact position with regard to the installation of the
new Refuse Destructor?

Lnswer:

The Minister for Public Works & Municipal Services

The new Refuse Destructor is to be installed on ground positioned at Longtitude
5 Degrees 20 minutes 36 seconds West and Latitude 36 degrees 08 minutes 50
seconds North.

However if the Hon Questioner is seeking a progress report then it is regretted
that at the moment it seems that the original programme which forecast the
destructor being operative in the autumn of 1973vﬁjj.not be met,

The Building Contract is 14 weeks behind schedule. There was a delay in the
loading of the special excavator required for deep pit excavation because of
labour shortages in the UK Docks., When this indispensable item of equipment was
in fact loaded at Liverpool it had to be unloaded because shipping would not
accept freight to Gibraltar because of the local Dock strike, In fact, it
arrived a fortnight ago, some eight weeks behind schedule, and is now operating
on site.

In addition, unforeseen ond abnormally erratic geological ground conditions -
solid rock, some shale, then running sand, gravel and finally rising water - have
been encountered, requiring the presence here of the UK Consulting Engineer,

To resolve the problem, it has been necessary to re-design the Refuse Pit
Structure,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.42 OF 1973

HON J C/RUAN.:

Mr Speaker, I thank the Hon Minister for Public Works for his geographical
positioning of the installation but as usual he is disorientated and his
flippant answer to a very serious question which engaged the House during the
last meeting for well over 2 hours with regard to the cost of the Refuse
Destructor is not worthy of the minister.

MR SPEAKER:

Could we have the question, please,

HON J CARUANA:

The question is Mr Specker, in view of the fact that the Minister has now
stated that the delay experienced is now estimnted to be 14 weeks, can the
Minister say what effect will that have on expenditure up to the 31st of March
19732
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HON LT COL J L HO.RE:

The delay in itself will have fAone. I have said before on a number of occasions
that this particular contract for the plant is based on 1ts manufacture, not on
its arrival or its installation here., The plant has been manufactured in England,
it is now being concentrated and the moment it is concentrated it will be surveyed
by our Quantity Surveyor and then we will have to pay on the #ail, Whether all

is ready, that is in the lap of the &ods. Whether we will not be able to do as
much constructional work as we intended, that also is in the laps of the &ds.,
But may I remind the Hon Questioner that this Destructor is being put on the
ground which was picked for it by other people, ngﬁﬁby this Government., We have
found a number of difficulties because when the @kiﬁg was surveyed originally,

it was surveyed from the air and not from the ground., It was only when we cleared
the goound .. - about August or September that we started sceing what the
difficulties were, what the ground was like. I am not casting any aspersions, I
an merely giving a reason for what I called previouslj"the unforeseen and erratic

geological conditionsy This could only have been ascertained by deep borings. And
that's ity it is a fact of life and one has to face it,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, the Minister has diverted from the question, and he has given an
explanation extraneous to the answer. The Minister in a statement in this House
stated categorically that the civil engineering works to a certain comtractor in
Gibraltar would be in the region of £117,000 which would have to be met in this
financial year and since they are experiencing so much geological troubles, apart

from the payment for the plant which might lie in Liverpool or elsewhere, the
fact remains Mr SpeokeTleeececese

MR SPEAKER:

This is not a question,

HON J CARUANA:

Doesn't it Mr Speaker then imply that the figures which the Minister gave at that
tiMCosecssse

MR SPEAKER:

You are refemwing to o dobate which took place in this House recently and this is
again against the Standing Orders. You mustn't open a debate. You can ask a
supplementary to elucidate anything which is not clear on the answer to the
original question,

HON P J ISOLA:

Sir, can the Minister state when answering on the question of the exact position
what is the exact position with regard to payment in respect of this refuse
destructor to this day?
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HON LT COL J L HOARE:

To this day we have paid about £96,000 and this includes only about £15,000
or £16,000 for plant, The value of the plant which is awaiting inspection
in the UK iS;.o-oo

MR SPEAKER:

I will not allow under any guise the question of the finances of this particular
project to be discussed at question time now, I allowed the quéstion because it
would show the progress, The answer itself would give an idea as to how the
scheme is progressing and nothing else, but I would not allow any more debate

on the matter,

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, the minister is answering questions on the exact position, that is why
I asked what the exect position was financially and I've got an answer, Can I
ask the Minister just one other question. All these problems that have arisen with
regard to rock, sand, woter and so forth, was the minister aware of these? Had
these borings been made when he addressed the House the last time on this subject?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

No, Sire. ‘hen I addrcssed the House the last time, we had hit that very morning
rock for the first time. .ind this I reported at the time. Since then that rock
has been eliminatcd but then we found these other things subsequently.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZ..:

Mr Speaker, could the "lon Ministor tell us when they struck water and if this
water can usefully be uscd in Gibraltar?

HON LT COL J L HOLRE:

I think that the water that is being extracted is very brockish because where
they are digging now is below sea level.,

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister whether it is a fact that this House voted
some money to dig a trial hole precisely to ascertain how deep and the extent

to which the work of the foundations and otherwise of the refuse destructor would
involve? And will the Minister also state when these trial holes were dug and how
much they cost?

HON LT COL J L HO4RE:

First, Mr Speaker, it was certainly not in my period of office when this was done
and therefore I can't answer that. Secondly, I doubt it very much, because one
of the first jobs my Department had to undertake was to clcar all the rubbish
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the accumulated debris of a number of years on the site itself., And may I say
that we have only, found these wery awkward conditions @n onc side but it is the
most important sito where the pit itself is going. Where we have dug the four
sumps <ewm—ske®me no trouble has been experienced apart from those which come
from normal engincering workse, DBut where this pit is beiny sited which has to
be the deepest of all they have met “these difficulties.

HON J CARUANA:

Mr Speaker, the point of the question was that before a Minister makes a statcment
making allegations of wh~t was done before his time or not, he should ascertain
that a trial hole was dug even hefore the site was totally cleared before he took
office. Therefore Mr Speaker, the Minister is misleading this House by imputing
that this had not becen done when the case is that the trial hole had been done
even before the site was totally cleared of debris.

HON LT COL J L HO.RE:

All I can answer to that, Mr Speaker, is that it wasn't done in the right place.
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No.43 of 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Can Government state when it is intended to hold the first meeting of the Labour
from Abroad Advisory Committee?

Lsnswer:

The Minister for Labour & Social Security

S8ir, no such committec exists,
D SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.43 OF 1973

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, will the Hon Minister look into the matter agein because the
information available to this side of the House is that there is a committee
which has got representation from the Trades Council and from the Housewives
Association, among others, which looks into the question of the accommodation of
labour from abroad and is set up under the Labour from Abroad Ordinance.

w

HON A T CANEPA: =

Sir, I repeat my answer, No sweh committee under that name exists.
- ¥ require separate notice of any question referring to any committee that does
exist,

f
A ?AL'J 2

D HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, it may well be that I do not have the exact name of the committee,
Is the Minister aware of any other committee with similar functions which might
have a similar name?

P HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, I don't think that that supplementary question arises from the Juestion
or from my answer,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I am simply requesting an item of information chout a committee
which was set up some time ago and which has not yet met., If, in fact, it is

the policy of the Government that such a committee should not continue in
existence wouldn't it He 2 MOYCeeeeess

®
MR SPEAKER;:
We cannot talk about what policy Government has towards a committee which they say
does not exist because ' otherwise we will never finish. You have been given an
answer, It is now for you to decide whether the committee exists and then what

D to do about it. But you have been given an answer to your question.
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Noe4l of 1973 ORAL

The Hon L Devincenzi

What is Govermment policy with regard to co-education at Secondary School level?

Lnswer:

The Minister for Education

It is our general aim of policy to implement co-education at secondary school
level as soon as practicablc,

SUPPLEMENT/RY TO NQO. 44 OF 1973

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, won't the Hon Minister agree that this is a rather vague answer and
would he be willing to give some sort of indication of vwhen this practicability
will come about?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, as I understand it the idea of co-education was first brought by an

adviser, Mr Brown, many years ago. Previous Governments have had ample time to
look at this matter, they do not yet seem to have found it practicable, I am still
investigating it. I will repcat it is our aim to implement co-education at
secondary school level as soon gs practicable.

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Minister say whether in view of these difficulties that
he is undergoing = and I am not interested in previous administrations at the
moment - can the Minister say whether any consultations whatsoever have taken
place?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Well, this is rather a vaguc question. Any consultation? I am consulting
continually with my colleagues about this and with many other people, yes.
Consultations have ~nd arc continually taking place,

HON P J ISOLA:

Sir, will the Minister ensure that 'is consultations are cxtended to include all
those connected with cducation, the teachers, the teaching orders, parents
and so forth?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes Sir, indeed, some of them have already taken place with some of the people
mentioned,
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HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, as the original questioner, may I just say very briefly that I
disagree that it was o vague question. It was purely whot consultations had
taken place., Anyhow, I would like to know whether the Minister has had any
consultation with any interested body apart from his colleagues which are truly
representative of education, and if so what date? For example, I am referring
to the Gibraltar Teacher/Parents Lssociation, the Board of Education cr any such

bodye. This is in fact what I am referring to and I am sure the Minister is aware
of it,

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
Yes S2xr, I have even had consultations with the ODA.
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NO.45 OF 1973 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Will Government state what steps it proposes to take to ensure that adequate
supplies of standard loaves are produced to meet the requirements of consumers?

.:NSWer:

The Minister for Tourism,Trade & Economic Development

Sir, periodical checks are carried out by the Price Control Inspectors to verify
that adequate supplies of standard loaves are available at bakeries and branches
thereof to meet the requirements of customers.

SUPPLLUMENT.RY TO NO.45 OF 1973

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, could the Hon Minister elaborate somewhat on his answer because

as I understand it and the answer I was looking for was that supplies should be
produced to meet the requirements of consumers, namely, not that a few standard
loaves should be availeble at 9 o'clock in the morning, but that the standard
loaves should be available in sufficient quantities, that is, what proportion
of the total output of the standard loaves. This is the sort of information
that I think the Government needs to seek. Is the Minister doing something in
this direction?

HON A W SERFATY:

Well, the information that I have is that inspectors, as I said before, periodical
visit the bakeries, They visited it during the week ending 27th January and the
week ending the 24th February, and there is no record in the Price Control 0ffijce
of any complaint that standard loaves have not been available.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Minister has, in fact, on other occasions made clear that
he is not entirely happy with the use the public makes of the price control
office, Is it not a fact that if somebody were to go and complain about the
non-availability of the standard loaf at a particular time there is nothing the
Price Control Office could do about it?

HON A W SERFATY:

The Price Control Office would pass the information on to the Finance Officer
and eventually to thc Minister, and we would try and do scmething about it.

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Minister sey what powes® the Government has in respect of Price Control
to ensure a given lcvel of supply of standard loaves?
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HON A& W SERFATY:

There aren't any such powers. This matter has been discussed in 1969 and before
in Price Control Committee and the way I look at it, it is a question of supply
and demand. 4nl this wes the agreement and we hope that it is being implemented.
We have no reason to considor that the demand exceeds the supply.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, this is precisely the answer that I thought the Minister might give.
That he has no knowledge of the fact that demand exceceds supply. Will he take
steps to ensure that he gets a correct pikcture of what is the supply and demand
position for standard bread by for example ensuring that his inspectors call at
outlets to find out how much is available in terms of standard loaves as opposed
to other bread and whether it is not a fact that standard loaves consistently are
sold out after the other bread is still on sale, and that in fact it is the case
that people go to bakeries at any time after 11 o'clock. ™Will he please find
out, Mr Speaker, whether it is a fact or not that people go to baker shops after
11 o'clock and they are forced to buy more expensive bread because there is no
standard loaf on sale?

HON A W SERFATY:

The fact that there are fancy loaves ovailable after the standard loaves have
been sold out does not necessarily mean that not enough stondard loaves are being
baked. But I'll have aloockinto it, I'll have a look into the matter but so far
we haven't got a single complaint that standard loaves are not available in the
necessary quantities. .hether the standard loaves should be available after

11 a m or 10 a m, that has never been discussed before, ever, in Price Control
Committee, as far as I am aware,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I would submit to the Hon Minister that if standard loaves consistently
are sold out before other kinds of bread, it suggests that if more were produced,
then people would buy standard loaves, and I would ask him, as he has in fact said
he would do, to look into the matter purely from the angle of the fact that people
are having to buy more expensive bread, or do without bread, as is in fact the
position that I myself adopt because standard loaves are not available.

HON A W SERFATY:
I will have another look at it.
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No.46 of 1973 ORAL
The Hon W M Isola

Will Government state the number of tourist arrivals and guest nights sold during
the months of January and February 1973 as opposed to the months of Janvary and
February 1972 in:

(a) the three principal hotels i.e. Caleta Palace, Rock
Hotel and Both Worlds, and

(b) hotels other than those mentioned in (a)?

lAnswer:

The Minister for Tourism,Trade & Economic Development

The figures for February are not yet available from Hotels. The January figur:.
are as follows:

3 principal hotels (Caleta, Rock and Both Worlds) 1972 1975
TOURIST ARRIVALS 1058 865y
GUEST NIGHTS SOLD 7059 4618
Other Hotels 1972 2977
TOURIST ARRIVALS 52k 490
GUEST NIGHTS SOLD 2926 260

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.46 OF 1973

HON W M ISOLA:

I am very grateful for that answer. Can the Minister tell me when tho Tigures
for February 1973 will be available, and if and when they become available, wou.
he please let me know?

HON 4 W SERFATY:

I certainly will, Hotel figures are usually supplied one month in arreame -
when I have the figures, I'll pass them on to the Hon Member.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZi:

But isn't the Minister very concerned with the great drop in the arrival of
tourists in Gibraltar during his time in office?

HON A W SERFATY:

Of course I am concerned with everything that happens with tourist figures,
tourist arrivals and guest nights sold, Mind you, the 1973 figures compare quite
well with 1971, although they do not compare well with 1972, There may be cert =
reasons for this. For example, in 1972 what we might call the Malta crisis hel;
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the number of visitors to Gibraltar to increase, and this year maybe the economic
recession in the United Kingdom may have had also some effect the other way. We
are concerned and we are trying to do as much as we can with our promotional
campaigns for the future, I would like to say and I don't want to hit my Hon
Shadow and Good Friend but normally the number of visitors in this part of the
year is a result of the sustained campagn for which my Hon Friend was responsible,
We shall see what happens next year with the next sustained campaign.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZ.:

Bearing in mind, Mr Speaker, I would ask the Minister that in fact 1972 was much
better than 1971, is it likely that the Minister who was in office then should be
responsible for the drop or is it likely that perhaps the present administration
have not given it a good follow = up?

HON A W SERFATY:

What I am trying to soy is that in 1973 early 1973, one of the factors which
influence tourist arrivals is the sustained campaign of 1972 which was planned a
long time before this Government came into office.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, whereas I am sure no one in the House would rejoice at the fligures which
the Minister has given, is, first of all, the Minister encouraged by the
situation?

HON A W SERFATY:

I'11l put it another way, I om never discouraged.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Siry, we all know the Hon Member's optimism but sticking to the facts does he
think that the trend is likely to continue down or is it likely to come up
again?

HON A W SERFATY:

I think the trend is that the position may improve., One of the factors is, one
of the things that has recently happened is that our campaign for the summer 1973
brought forward more than 10,000 responses more than the previous campaign,

So I mean we have reason in a way to be optimistic.

MR SPEAKER:

Let us not succumb to the temptation of discussing the whole tourist situation,
We mustn't do that, Perhaps the answer itself warrants further debate but an
answer has been given and supplementaries are just in case the answer is not
understood, not to discuss the tourist situation in Gibraltar.
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, could the Minister perhaps having made available these figures come to
the House with a statement as to the prospects for the coming year and his
evaluation of those prospects, what should be done or not done about it?

HON A W SERFATY:

I think it is a waste of time of the House to come with prospects, I think we
should go by actual figures, and these will eventually be available in reply to
questions or in other ways. But I would not like to moke guesses in advance of
what is happening. I sald we had about 35,000 responses so far as to our

summer campaign which is compared with about 25,000for the previows one, so I
think we can be optimistic for the future. But I would not like to commit myself
to bringing figures here of what need be and would only be guesses.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, I hope these guesses are inspired in view of the fact that shortly we shall
have to vote money in respect of tourism, and therefore this is what I was
seeking to give the Minister the opportunity of doing.

HON P J ISOLA:

May I gsk the Minister whether in his opinion the drop in figures for tourists
for January is related in any way with the inadequate air services provided by
the airlines to Gibraltor?

HON A W SERFATY:

This is another problem which I look forward to discussing with some of the

Hon Gentleman opposite in the select committee on air ccmmunications. But T will
say, I will say, that if we had more seat capacity more people would come to
Gibraltar. That I can say so now.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, if I may ask gnother question to the Minister. How is it that the
figures for February are not yet available?

HON A W SERFATY:

Because the hotels take one month to give the figures.
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Noe47 of 1973 ORAL
The Hon M Xiberras

Is it proposed to hold an inquiry into the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation
and if so what are the terms of reference to be?

Answer:
The Chief Minister

Sir, having looked into this matter as I promised when it was debated last October,
I am taking steps to have it gone into further. During my recent visit to London

I took the opportunity to discuss the question with the Thomson G'roup who are
prepared to provide an expert to look at the future potential and requirements of
television in Gibraltar. It is proposed to invite the BBC to provide another
expert to look at the actual situation as it is at present. Arrangements are being
made accordingly. The precise terms of reference have not been finalised as yet
but I will send a copy to the Hon Member as soon as this has been done,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.47 OF 1973

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, since this has been a matter which has concerned the House for some time, may
I be permitted to ask, Sir, first of all, why the Chief Minister has agreed to an
inquiry now, whereas he was rather reluctant to do so earlier?

HON CHIEZ? MINISTER:

I have not agreed to an inquiry now. I have done precisely what I undertook to
do and that was to look at the matter and in fact I virtually took the words of
my predecessor as to what he would do at the time of the first debate. I have dore
that and I said that I would make a statement certainly not later than March and
I am making it now in reply to this question. The matter is being looked into
not only in respect of the matters that appear to have concerned some of the Hon
Members opposite but generally in respect not only of the present but of the
future of the television service which we consider to be of great importance

to the whole of the community,.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, can the Hon Chief Minister say whether this inquiry has taken place on his
own initiative or has it been at the instigation of another party or parties?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I have taken it as a result of the general concern shown in this House about the
matter and on the basis also of the future and of possible changes that can take
place in channels which are popular to Gibraltar in order to meet the chzllenge
if necessary. I think it is a whole spectrum that has gone into this matter and
I would not attribute it to any particular aspect of it.
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, in drawing up the terms of reference for this inquiry with all aspects of
the matters which have been brought before this House be taken into account?

HON GHIEF MINISTER:
We hope that they will be wide enough for all matters to be taken into account.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, and in view of the need for general public acceptance of the findings of
this inquiry would the Hon Member consider: (a) that the inquiry should be a
public inquiry, and (b) that there should be rather wider representation on the
inquiring authority than the Thomson Group expert and an expert from BBC?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I am afraid I cannot give that undertaking. I think we are perhaps talking about
two different things altogether. The Government must be appraised of the
situation by people who know about it in the inverse order, the future to people
who are in the trade and the present to people who are not interested in the direct
working of the station itself and generally as to the future. I don't know that
it would be easy to find - in any case if one wanted which I have not thought of =
to have people like that to hold a public inquiry. No doubt they will invite
people to make representations to them and whatever report comes out will,

of course, be fully debated in this House. But an inquiry is rather a limited word
for what we hope will take place which means a wider investigation into services
generally gpart from any particular aspect which representations may be made to

the persons concerned,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Sir, do we take it then that what we are going to have is not in fact an inquiry
but is going to be a general assessment of the position for the benefit in the
first instance of the Government, of the general situation affecting television?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Sir, that is one of the aspects of it. For the benefit of the Government, of the
House to whom we come from time to time for the voting of sums of money to keep
the service going.

HON M XTBERRAS:

Sir, but then would the Chief Minister say that this is not, in fact, an inquiry;
that it is ap investigation for the bemefit of the Government, a report to be
submitted to the Government in the first instance?






