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Cleuses 1 to_3 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

The Long Title was agreed to0 and stood part of the Bill,

THE ®DUCALTION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1976.

Clauses 1 to 3 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill,

THE EMPLOYMENT INJURIES INSURANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 1976.

Clauses 1 - 13 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill

Ehe;;png Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.
® THE SOCIAL INSURLNCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 1976.
Clauses 1 to 7 Weiemagreed to and stood part of the Bill.

The Tong Title was agreed to and stood part of the Biil,:_

THE NON'CONTRIBUTORY SOCIAL INSURANCE BENEFITS AND
UNEMPLOYMENT ORDINLNCE (ﬁMENDMENT) BILL 1976.

]

Clauses 1 to 3 Wefe-agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

Clause 4.

(@

HON J BOSSANO - .

Mr Chairmen, I have given notice:of my proposal to move

an amendment to this clause to increase the amount of
Unemployment Benefits payable, and during the second read-
ing'of the Bill I put forward srguments in support of this.
I understand that the Government is prepared to virtually
meet the figures thet I have suggested and I am, there-
fore, proposing to withdraw my amendment and to allow the

@
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Government to move theirs. May I say: that of course
that the fact that I welcome the Government s improvement

MR CHAIRMAN

That you will be able to say when the emendment comes
along.

HON J° BOSSANO

Thank you Mr Chairman.,

MR CHAIRMAN

So that since Mr Bossano’s smendment has not been pronosed
there is no need to ask the leave of the House to withdraw
1t.

Then I will call on the Minister for Lebour and Social
Security to move his amendment.

HON 4 J CANEPA

I showod the amendment in the Ante-Chamber to the

Honourable Mr Bossano beforchand and secured his sgree-
ment to withdraw his own.

The amendment, Mr Chairman, is that Clause 4 of the Bill
be amended:-

(a) By the deletion of the symbol and figures
"£2,76" and "£1.3%2" wherever they appear
in the proposed new Part I of the Third
Schedule to the principal Ordinance, and the
substitution therefor of the symbol and
figures "£3.30" and "£1.62" respectively;

(b) By the deletion of the symbol end figures o @
"£3.28" and "€3,90" wherever they appear in
the proposed new Part IA of the Third Schedule

to the principel Ordinance,; and the sub-
stitution therefor of the symbol and figures

"£9.90" and "£4.98" respectively."

Now, Mr Chairman, it is part (b) of my amendment which
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covers that moved by the Honourable Mr Bossano and ‘the
slight difference in the figures is in order to make

the weekly amount payable divisible by six so that 1t can
be paid on a dﬂlly .basis. , e

. Part (9) is rea 11y consequentisl in the ‘sense that there

is a relationship betweén the existing flgures, £2,76. is
a third of £8.28, and £1.3%32 is a third of £3.96 and
hence I am increasing these in line with other increases.

I would gust like to mentlon, Mr Cheirman, one reserVatlon,
and that is that tizough <his amendment one is disturbing
the relationship that exists for instance with Injuries
Benefits or for 0ld ige Pensions, and I do not commit
myself in any way in any future Government, once a formula
were to be introduced for automatic increases in npension
in line with average earnings I could not comnit myself 1o
maintaining the new relationship that is now being
established as between pensions, Injury: Ben flts and thua
prarticular Unemnloyment Beneflt.

Mr Chairman then proposed the gquestion. - Ak

HON J BOSS&NO

Mr Chanman, the ngures that the Honourable Member has
moved has obv1ously been altered from my own proposals
for practical reasons and, therefore, I support the
anmendment that he has put. I would simply llkD to

point out that the £15 figure that I suggested originally
was pitched at whot I thought stood the best chance of
getting Government s ~upport. Even with this figure, we
are talking here of a level of Unemployment Benefit in
January of next year which will probably be on the basis
of what is now the minimum wage and the probable level

of increases were envisaged in this October will probably
be at half the minimum wage for a Iabourer. That is the-
sort of level of Uncemployment Benefit we have arrived on
for a married couple. A married couple will be exnected
to live on half the minimum wage of a labourer in January
1977, so we can see that in fact, although the improvement
is Welcome we still have a long way to go. :

Mr Chairman, then put the question whlch was resolved 1n
the affirmative.

Clause 4 as amended stood part of the Bill.
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The ILong Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

THE ELDERLY P®BRSONS (NON—CONTRIBUTORY) PTNSIONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL 1976. :

Cleuse 1 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,
Clause 2

HON M D XIBERRAS

Mr Chairmen, I have the intention to move an amendment,
and perhaps my emendment might need a revly from the
Minister for Labour as to the financial constraints or
otherwise of increasing this which I mentioned in the
second reading of the Bill.

My amendment would read:- thet clause 2 be amended by

the deletign of the symbol and figures "£3%.00" where 1t
appears and the substltution therefor of the symbol and

figures g4, 50",

MR SPEAKER

Are you asking now what would be the financial constraint,
Or are you MOVING « « « o

HON'M D XIBRRRAS

No, I am actually about to move the amendment.

MR SPEAKER

That is what I wanted to know, If you read it to me there
is no need to write it.

HON M D XIBERRAS

I beg to move, Mr Chairmen, that the symbol and figures
"£3.,30" in the fourth line of Clause 2 be substituted by the
symbol and figures "£4.50".

The purpose of the amendment, Mr Chaiyman, is to follow up
the remarks I passed at the Second Reading of this Bill
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whereby I thought that the differential bbtweon the
Non-Contributory and the Contributory should be.
narrowed as quickly as possible. I ¢riticised the.

five stages approach of- the Minister and said that I
believe that the. dlfferenilal could have. been narrowed
muoh more quickly. »‘m

However, it there are very grave finoncial constraints
on the Govermment, if they cannot afford to incresse-

this by this emount, perhaps the Honourable the Finan01al
and Development Secretary could give us-a clue. I :
certainly mentloned my intention of moving such an qmend-
ment. :

Mr Chsirman then proposed the question.

HON 4 J CANUPA

Mr Chalrman, I said yesterday that out of the 1, OOO or

so Elderly Persons Pensioners thers are a very :
substantial number of them, very likely the majority I
would ssgy, more than a half certainly, who had an
opportunity in the past to have contributed to the Social
Insurance Scheme and did not do so, they opted out. Por
as long as there is such a substantial number of people
who had had an opportunity I do not think in principle
that it is right to increase the level of Elderly Persons.
Pensions to such an extent that it is too close to. the
maximum, and I say the maximum, payable to persons on

the Social Insurance Scheme.

There are people who have contributed to the Socisal
Insurance Scheme, who have reduced rates of pensions
because they were not able to fulfil the nccessary
conditions, who are not getting or who will not be getting
a great deal more than what is proposed. - And unless we

abolish contribution conditions altogether I do not think
that on principle it is right.

As far as the financial constraints are concerned, 1,000
Pensioners, an increase of about 70p a week, the f1n9n01ql
commitment would be between £35/40,000 a year, end I
wonder, Mr Chairman, whether at thls stage one should
commit the next Government next April to have to raise
revenue appropriately.

HON M D XIBERRAS

Mr Chairman, he has certainly committed the next Government
to an increase of 20% all round and a number of benefits
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and so forth, they have already done that. Mr Chairman, surely the
Honourable Minister for Labour and Social Security is not proposing
that as a serious argument against the expenditure of an extra £35,000.
Besides, is he aware of how many of these 1,000 people are in fact in
receipts of Supplementary Benefits, and would not there in fact be a
saving in Supplementary Benefits -~ no? - negligible. None what so ever
None of these people would be in receipt of Supplementary Beneflts.

"HON J BOSSANO

Is the Minister saying that they are not in receipt-of. Supplementary
Benefits because they lose the Supplementary Beneflts as a result of
‘getting this? - L

Ie'%hat.what he is saying?

HON A J CANEPA

No,. If people qualify to receive Supplementary Benefits over and above
this people are then being paid Supplementary Benefits. For instance
a couple living on their own are being paid Supplementary Benefits quite
separately. They are not receiving the Pensions and Supplementary
Benefits on top. They are receiving Supplenentary Benefits only.

HON J BOSSANO

Mr Speaker, the l,OOineople get both the Elderly Persons Pension and
the difference between that and the level of Supplementary Benefits,
because certainly that was my understanding of the situation.

HON A J CANEPA

There are a number of people who were formerly getting Supplenentary
Benefits at the non-householders rate, which is exactly the same and has
alwgys been kept in line with Elderly Persons Pensions.

HON M D XIBERRAS
I see, o the objection is that if he 22%°% tnis he would have to
raise Supplementary Benefits? '

HON A J CANEPA

I have not even thought of it, but 1t is a consequential step that has
to be taken.
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HON M D XIBERRAS

Yes, Mr Chairman, perhaps the Honourable Member might consider that
as well.

HON A J CANEPA

I already, Mr Chairman, have taken to ny colleagues in Govermment
proposals which I am leaving there ready for whoever comes in next
to increase Supplementary Benefits. We do not increase Social
Insurance Benefits and not do anything about Supplementary Benefits
at the same time. We have already approved proposals for that
purpose. '

HON J BOSSANO -~ - Bt e ol g T prat B

The Honourable Member might then well not pursue this one here because
surely his nain argument in the case of the Social Insurance was that
it was necessary in order to help the incoming Government because of
the complexity of the Insurance funded benefit. Now, this is sone-
thing that is funded out of general revenue and if the argument is,
how can the Government, this argument that keeps on cropping up at the
last meeting of the House, if they are so near the end of the office,
why should they burden the incoming Government with a commitment of
£35,000, a further commltment, well, I mean, why burden them with
this commltment. .

HON A J CANEPA

This is pfovisionf: already in the'épproved estinates foxf:this. And
I told the House that I was bringing such provisions. I informed the
House, There is provision for this already. ' ' 5

Mr Speaker then put the question and on a vote being taken the following

Honourable Menmbers voted in favour:

The Honourable Miss C Anes

The Honourable J Bossano

The Honourable L Devicenzi

The Honourable P J Isola

The Honcurable W M Isola

The Honourable Major R J Peliza
The Honourable M D Xiberras

The following Honourable Members voted against:

The Honourable I Abecasis
The Honourable A J Canepa
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The Honourable M K Featherstone

The Honourable Sir Joshua Hassan

The Honourable Lt Col J L Hoare

The Honourable A P Montegriffo

The Honourable A W Serfaty

The Honourable H J Zanmitt “ g
The Honourable J K Havers

The Honourable A Collings

The anendment was aecordingly defeated.
Clause 2 'stood part of the Bill.

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bili.

The Traffic (Amendment) Bill 1976

Clauses 1 to 4 were agreed %o and stood part of the Bill.

HON J BOSSANO

Mr Speaker, I beg to move "that a néw clause to be numbered Clause 5.
be added to the Bill as follows: "Section 53 oft the Principal Ordinance
is amended as follows: : ' : s .

(i) by the deletion of the word "four" wherxe it appears
therein and the substitution of the word "five" therefor;

(ii) by the addition after the word "Gazette" of the following
' words. C o

"one of whom shall be appointed after consultation
with the Gibraltar Trades Council."

Mr Speaker, Sectlon 53 of the Traffic Ordinance states what' shall be"
the composition of the Transport Commission, and it consists of the
Chairman and such other nember as may be appointed by the Governor
being not less than four. So the minimum number in the committee at
present is four members in addition to the Chairman, and it does not
say who should be consulted in the appointment of these individuals.
In fact I understand that in the past the number in the Transport
Commission has been higher than the nminimum, so that my first amendment
is to increase the minimum number - I do not know how many there are
at present - but in order to link it up with the wish of the Gibraltar
Trades Council to have representations on the Transport Commission,
which is subject to the second amendment, because I would not want,

Mr Chairman, to substitute sSomebody who is not now a representative of
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the Trades Council by somebody.who is as I .sought to do
_ in the Trades Licensing Committee where I thought it was
" appropriate to do it. I feel in this one it is not
appropriate to do it.  There has never been any

representative of the Gibraltar Trades Council,  The
Trades Council feel it can make a useful contribution .
by being represented there and I hope the Government will
be able to support the smendment. . - : v

Mf Chairman then proposed'thé‘quéstionL

HON CHITF MINISTER

Mr Chairman, I am very glad thet the Honourable Member
has read the composition of the Transport Commission
because he will have seen that there is no constraint in:
appointing further members and that, therefore, we can
take a decision without amending the Ordinance.

Now, I am sorry that I cannot give a comnlete reply, so
that even though we are not in favour of the amendment,
we do not say that it cannot be done because there is
provision to appoint more. But I have one or two
difficulties about this which I would like to tell the.
House. : o " ' -

FPirst of a2l1ll I would like to know what the Transport
Commission themselves as existing says, the Government

has got to consult them since théy are the ones to give
advice and are a statutory body; and secondly we have two
Other claims to membership of the Transport Commission,

one from the Gibraltar Taxi Association and one from the
Transport Contractors who have got themselves into a body.
Now it is in the context of that that we would like to

see what the views of the Transport Commission in princinle
are. If the Trarsport Commission think that it can be
done, I can see no difficulty, we have representatives of *
the Gibraltar Trades Council in other places and I see no
difficulty, but I cannot bind myself now because therc has
been no consultation and this is dated today, and I am

sure the Honourable Member will understand that. But I
will give my assurance that the matter will be looked into
quite sympathetically.

HON J BOSSANO

Mr Chairman, the only thing I can do then is to say that I
hope the matter is deslt with anc. I might as well withdraw
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the amendment.

May I just point out though that I think it is a bit
unusual to consult a committee on its own composition
really, because the people there have not been anpointed
by consultation with asnybody, and they might well prefer
to be the people who decide and not to have anybody else
in. I am not saying that they do or they do not but I
think it is unusual to consult the body that is set un

under the law to advise the Governmment on Traffic, to set
them to advise on its own composition, ’ '

I would have thought that the Government could ncerheps,

in considering the claims of others to be represented
here, take into account that the Gibraltar Trades Council

is a wide organisation, it is an umbrella organisation that rcprescats
a lot of people, not just a particuler trade or

group, and that it has got a lot of experience of
advising Govermment in other cespacities and this is some=~
thing that could be useful . . ...

MR CHAIRMAN

Hes the Honourable Member the consent of fhe.Houso to
remove the amendment? ;

Leave of the House was granted.

HON CHIZF MINISTER

I would like to clear a number of points boefore this is
withdrawn and I cannot speak on it. I saild there were
two difficulties and these are the question of the
application by the Taxi Association and that of the
Transport contractors for membership of the Transport:
Commission which really deals with their problems.  That
is why, that because these two applications have been
referred to the Commission, I will now refer this one as
well.  This does not mean that one is bound to do this
in any case, but as a matter of courtesy one should ask
the advice of this body which is giving voluntary work on
whether its membership should be increased. 0f course
there would have to be very strong reasons against this
before we could take their views, but it is a matter which
is normally expected of the Commission if they are to carry
on their work, and that is to express thelr views on
articular: representations.
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part of the Bill

The Long Title was agrced to and stood

13

THE SAVINGS BANK (AMENDMENT) BILL 1976_

Clauses 1 to‘3’weré égreéd to and stood part of the Bill.

The Lons Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,

THE ENDANGERED SPECIES (IMPORT AND EXPORT) BILL 1976.

Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill,

The First Schedule was agreed to ahd stobd part of the Billﬂ;,1

The Second Sohedule was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

The Third Schedule was agreed to and stood part of:the‘Billf";"

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

THE PENSIONS (AMENDMENT)'BILL 1976

Clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

The Iong Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

THE SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (1976-77) BILL 1976

Clause 1 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

Clause 2

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Chairman, I beg to move that Clause 2 be amended by the

deletion of the words "nine hundred and twenty seven
thousand and forty eight pounds" appearing in the fifth
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and sixth lines and the substitution therefor of the

words "nine hundred and fifty seven thousqnd four hundrecd
and forty eight pounds."

lir Speaker put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative.

Clause 2 as smended, stood pesrt of the Bill.
Clause 3

HON FINANCIAL AND D?VELOPD ENT S®ECRTUTARY

Mr Chairmen, I beg to move that Clause 3 be amended by
the deletion of the words "nine hundred and twenty seven
thousand forty eight pounds" appearing in the second and
third lines and the substitution therefor of the words

"nine hundred and fifty seven thousand four hundred and
forty elght pounds™.

Mr Speaker put the questlon which was resolved in the:
affirmative.

Clause 3 as amended, stood part of the Bill.

‘Schedule

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT STICRETARY

Sir, I beg to.move that the figure "9,200" s%anding'aéainst
Head 8 House of Assembly be amended to read "£39,600" end

that the total amount appearing at the foot of the Schedule
be amended to read "£957,448",

Mr Speaker put the question which was resolved in fhe”
affirmative.,

The gchedule, as amended, stood part of the Bill.

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.
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THE IMPORTS AND EXPORTS (AMENDMENT)(NO.2) BILL 1976.

Clauses 1 to 4 were agreed to and stood dart of the Bill.

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,

MR CHAIRMAN

Now, I would like to ask - I know what the views of the
Chief Minister are but if we follow his views we will

have to come out of Committee and then move into Committes
again.

HON CHIEF MINISTER

I think it would be best to leave till tomorrow the
Committee Stage and Third Reading of the Housing (Snseinl
Powers) Bill, in order to consider the matter further, but
in view of the fact that we are going to have a free
afternoon and for the sake of neatness, I would suggest
that we now report back on the Bills that have been
passed and we go into Committee first thing tomorrow
morning,

MR CHAIRMAN

That is fair enough.
The House Resumed.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Mr Speaker, I have the Honour to report that the
Miscellaneous Amendments Bill 1976; the Food and Drugs
(amendment) Bill 1976; the Group Practice Medliosl Soheme
(Anendment) Bill 1976; the Education (Amendment) Bill 1976:
the Employment Injuries Insurance (4Amendment) Bill 19753
The Social Insurance (Amendment Bill 19763 the Non-
Contributory Social Insurance Benefit and Unemnloyment
Insurance (Amendment) Bill 1976; the Elderly Persons (Non-
Contributory) Pensions (Amendment) Bill 1976; thée Traffic
(Amendment) Bill 1976; the Sevings Bank (Amendment) Bill
1976; the Endangered Specids (Import and Export) Bill 1976;
The Pensions (Amendment) Bill 1976; the Supnlementary
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Appropriation (1976-77) Bill 1976; and the Imnorts and
Exports (Amendment) (No 2) Bill 1976 be considered in
committee and agreed to, in the case of the lecellﬂnﬁous
Lmendments Bill 1976; the Non-Contributory Social
Insurance Benefit and Unemployment Insurance Bill 1975;
and the Supplementary Appropriation (1976-~77) Bill 1976;
with amendments and I move that they be now read s third
time and be passed.

Mr Spesker then put the question which was resolvod in
the afflrnatlve.

The Bills were read a third time and passed.

MR SPELKER

Now, we intend to recess until tomorrow morning et 10.30.

The House recessed at 1l.20 p.m.
PRIDAY THE 2ND JULY 1976.

The House resumed at 10.3%0 a.m.

HON CHIZEF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, at the request of the Leader of the Opposition,
I am suggesting an alteration in the order of business in

order to_mcet the absence for professional reasons of the
Honourable Mr Isola who wants to take nart ‘in certain other
sarts of the Agenda, particularly the official side of the -
Agenda, the Committee Stege of the Housing (Special Powars)
3ill, and the Select Committee on Air Communleatlons°

On the other hand the Honourable My Bosseno is othﬁrw1qp
engaged and “he nas other part of the business. T will
meet certainly at this stage of the life of this
legislature whatever possible arrangements so long as it
does not interfere with the timetable of the House, and to
that extent I shall be as flexible as I can be. There-
fore a motion in the name of the Leader of the Oppositinn
is going to be teken now as being the one business in which
neither of the two absent members are particularly concerncd
or interested in parteking if I may say so, and we shall
see how we go from there. I hope 1t does not come to theo
time when, because there is no other business, we cannot
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deal with business because some members are absent.

That I think would not be in the general interest of the
House either now or ever, beoeuse then there would be
dlfilculty in suiting everybody ‘s convenicnce.

To the extent that we can keep the session going, I hona
without fillibustering, I am prepared to alter the order
of business in that way.

MR SPEAXZER

Before I put the motion, because this has to be done by
motion, may I be very clear on one matter. Are you moving
that all private members motions should be taken out of
order, or just this particular one.

HON CHI®F MINISTER

No, at this stage I will take it step by sten. At this

stage I am asking that we deal now with the motion in the
name - of the Leader of the Opposition on the Comprehensive

School, and then we will see how we go from there.

IR SPEAKER

Right, I will then put the question which is suthorised
under standing order 76, which is that this House do now
take out of its order the motion which stends in the Order
Paper in the name of the Honourable the Leﬂder of the
Opposition on the Comprehensive School. :

This was agreed to.

Private Member’s Motion

HON M D XIBERRAS

Mr Spesker, before I move the motlon I want to say thot I
am grateful for the flexibility of the Honourable and
Learned the Chief Minister on this metter to accommodate
firstly the Honourable Mr Isola and the Honourable

Mr Bossano. Honourable Members are aware that from time
to time there are personal commitments and it is not
always possible, as was the case yesterday, to adjourn .
the House or to miss half a day as wes the cose yesterdny,
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in order to accommodate any particular member who is
away on private business. I share the views of the
Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister on this matter,
that the House should go on, but would remind him thet
today it is one member and yesterday was the case of
another member, Nonetheless, I am of course grateful
for the alteration of the Government businecsg, in the
business of this House.

low, Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move the motion
stonding in my namec in the following terms:

"In view of.the lasting importance of the Girls’
Comprehensive’ School, this House is concerned with
the known Government plans for its construction
and calls upon the Minister for Education to make
clear to the House the views of all those bodies
involved in Education, and to state unambiguously
whether he himself is satisfied with the present
plans and site of the building."

Mr Spesker, I 4o not know whether the subjJect of the
Girls’ Comprehensive School is a saga, an epic or a Greek
tragedy, and what these three have in common is the
length of time it has taken to be able to arrive at sone
clear conception of what the school is to be, where the
school is to be, and when it is to be built. Mr Sneaker,
the House will recall that the subject of comprehensive
education and of whether there should be one school or
two schools, and whether i1f two schools these should be
co-educational or not, was a metter which hes aroused
zreat concern and interest in this House, which smong
other things, led to the resignation of the Headmaster of
the Boys’® Comprehensive and led to a period of very
unsettled relationship between the various bodies involved
in Education and Honourable Members on this side of the
House and Honourable Members across the way. L state

of affeirs that it was thought was finally resolved by the
visit of Mr Collister, appointed by O0DA to look into these
matters, and the setting up of the Collister Working Party,
with the representation of various Associations; the long
and conscientious work of the Collister Working Party,
which included sounding out public opinion on the matter,

and finally a Report which had attached to it = minority
opinion. _ : '

So Mr Speaker, this metter had been a controversial one,
and I myself think that the controversy stems from the
action of the Minister of RBducation in the first place.
sut having got over that very difficult hurdle, I must say
that I have had a full discussion, full and frank

r

P



»

269

discussions, with Mr Collister when he was here, as did
my colleague Mr Devicenzi, and with the Brothers,
including Brother 0’Brien, and we thought that we hed =
concensus and agreement and if the Minister had now from
the Collister Committee both an interest in Bducation

%nd éuidance as to what kind of school was eventuall% to
. The Honourable Member will also recall tha

from time to time in this House I have offercd my
co-operation in respect of the representations thet were
to be made to ODA for the money for the ‘school, and I
stated here that I wes willing to meke available to
Honourable lembers op9051te any information which I hnd
regarding the Rowley mission from ODA Whlch came at sone:
time round 1971, or carly 1972.

It was a high powered team that looked at the possibility
for the development programme that would follow and in
which the main part was the Varyl Begg Estate. I diad
this in order that there should be a minimum amount of
delay and so that the transition to Comprehensive ®ducntion
which everybody would agree would be much smoother had
there been adequate buildings for the purpose, could be
2ffected as early as possible. Honourable Memhecrs on
the other side of the House with whom I have spoken
epparently did not hear me say. this, and I hope they do -
refer thé Hansard because I said it on more than sne
occasion, on various debates on the Improvement and

Development Fund and also in debates on the devolopmont
pProgramme. : _

So we on this side of the House have offered our
co=operation in the past and since the decision to go
Comprehensive was taken in our time in Government we feol
o certain obligation to assist in cvery way possible for
the school to be built and the main step towards
Comprehensive Bducation in respect of building should then
be completed. However, Honourable lMembers are also awere
that the buklding of the Comprehensive School became
enmeshed in a series of unpopular planning decisions thot
were taken in respect of the Public Works Garage, and of
course okain effects began to work against the building of
the Comprehensive School in time, Aven though there is

a lMinistry of Defence interest and complication in this
matter I cannot but aportion the responsibility forithe
planning decisions to the present Government. And their
shifting and changing on the Public Works Garage has
undoubtedly contributed to the confusion of the public
mind on the matter of the school, with which the re-siting
of the Public Works Garage is very much connected, and the.
end result of the deliberations on the Public Works Garsge



270

hardly justified the delay which has beeh involved.: -

Mr Speaker, I am also aware of certain difficulties that Honourable
Members on the other side have had in respect of ODA funds,. and I
should like to hear a clear exposition of these difficulties, but may
I say even in advance of this information that it seems to ne that .
Honourable Members, whose development programme has been comspicious
for the lack of building and the lack of development, are in part to
blame because in their approach to the development programme, to my
rnind, they have been hesitant and they have not been as thoughtful

as far as I a@an surmise, as they might bave been, or as early as they
might have been., So the Minister for Development in this matter, if
it is he who has been handling this as I think he has told the House,
nust bear a respons1b111ty as Well.

The Minister for Development and the Financial and Development
Secretary visited the United Kingdom recently and I am sure that they
nust have -taken this opportunity of putting the case to ODA, though

I do not know, I have no official information, as to what the state of
play was before their visit. I would be glad to learn what they were
told by ODA.

Also the Chief Minister visited London recently and IAwould like to -
know whether he took this opportunity of raising the matter with o
officials in London, and I would be glad to know of the result.

Mr Speaker, my motion talks of the lasting inmportance of the Girls'
Comprehensive School, and I need not elaborate the point over much.

It represents 50% of the intake, prestically, of secondary students o
in Gibraltar, and the school which will be built now would last for

I would imagine several generations to comne. It is right, therefore,
that not only should the building be put up as expeditiously as
possible, 'and the delays have been quite outstanding in this case: I
would put it at something like four years, but we must ensure that

once the school is built it is a building that will serve its purpose
not only for now but for the future. It should be a building that
conforms with the standard of new schools built in the United Kingdom.
As Honourable Members are aware the Government has been in consultation
with the various interests, people who know about education, and having
engaged in this consultation Honourable Members have an cbligation to
pronounce, and to my mind in the present context to promounce publicly,
the views of these various bodies, the teachers, the parents and 1o
forth.

The result should be a school which we can be proud of.

Mr Speaker, if I had to choogebetween the two of these, whether the

School should be built expeditiously or it should be built properly, I
think it is clear that one should choose the latter. In any case the
choice is very much a theoretical one because the school has taken so

long to be built in any case. So having taken four years or so, surely

e
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the school should be built properly.’

Mr Speaker, I have been approached by a number of people, and by at
least two Associations in writing, and my Honourable colleague,

Mr Devicenzi has also put questions in this House before, and the
answers have not been satisfactory obviously and I think the answers
have tended to obscure it is not concealed, the real views of the
various interests involved as these views had been made known to ne.
Therefore, I think it is an inevitable responsibility of the Minister
for Education in the first place to state clearly in this House what
those persons or bodies who have a direct interest in the building of
the school have told him, what their opinions are on the Government
project as known, and to state clearly whether they are in favour or
against. the siting here in the present known site; the building,
whether they approve of it or not; what modifications it is felt
should be carried out; the timing of the building and so forth. I
have said it is the responsibility of the Minister for Education
because whatever the pressures for development the responsibility for
the school being a good school up to UK standards of modern building,
educational building, belongs and rests squarely with the Minister
for Education. It is a question of educational standards.

The Minister for Public Works may in the discharge of his responsibilities
wish to move things along, may wish to accommodate interests other than
educational interests, and even though this should be done where at all
possible, if the school were not to be up to standard it would be the
fault of the Minister for Education.

Mr Speaker, there is a commitment to consultation, especially in respect
of the Collister Working Party, a very strong commitment. I think my
sentiments are summed up in a letter which I wrote to the Chief Minister
on behalf of Honourable Members on this side of the House which with
your permission I would like to read:

- "15th June 1976

Dear Chief Minister

There is so much opposition to the known Government plans for

the building of the Girls' Comprehensive School that it has

become a public daty for the Government to make a definitive

clear statement of its intentions to the public, including the
authoritative views of the Minister for Education in his Department,
on the educational merits of the projects as planned, Governnment's
deeision as regards the resiting of the Mediterranean Rowing

Club, the views of the Gibraltar Housewives Association, the
Gibraltar Teachers Association, the adviCe of the Board of
Education, and the Government architects for the project.

My information is that great disquiet exiats amongst these bodies
and persons. You will agree that the building of this
Comprehensive School was a subject closely linked with the terms
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of the Collister Cormittee instituted to bring some corrmnity
sense to bear on the alarming statements made at one time by
the present Minister for Education, and that it would be a
pity that the reality of building should not be influenced by
these representative bodies after the general principles
recommended by them had been accepted by the Government.

The visit of the Minister for Development and the Financial
and Development Secretary to London recently was a last
opportunity for this Government to correct its course-on this
important project now so long delayed. I nust repeat ny
request for the above mentioned statements and in its absence
I must ask you to stop the project until it is made."

Now, obv1ously by "stop the project", there I did not mean stop the
building because the building had not started, but I meant that work
on the project, even the preparatory work, should be stopped until this
House was satisfied, or Honourable Members generally and the public

1s satisfied, that we are going about this in the rlght way ..

Now, Mr Speaker, I am quite willing to grant the Minister that~in the
reconciliation of many interests there might be points made by any one
of them which are petty, which cannot be taken into favourable consider-
ation, if one is to provide a reasonable solution, but my motion is
motivated by a definite feeling that the arguments that have been
advanged by these various interests are altruistic, they are for the
good/education, and they are of substance, and, therefore, a public
statement should be made. I am aware that it was the purpose.of one of
of these Associations to invite I believe it was the Minister for
Development to one of their meetings, and that most. likely he will

agree to do this and that he would make a statement to them, But

since it was convenient to raise this matter at this neeting of the
House, I think that Honourable Members, especially the Minister for
Education, should make that clear statement now.

~ It is the last meeting of the House, it is a project that will not be
© built until the next Government is in office: I do not know whether
the building will start in the interegnum as it were, and so I think
we must know in this House clearly what the project is, who has
represented and what.

One final word is, could the Minister confirm or deny that the Board

of BEducation which has a statutory obligation to adviee the Minister,
whether it is generally in favour of the project or against it, or what
the views of the Board of Bducation as expressed -to. ‘him, or to anybody
known to him, have been

Finally, Mr Speaker, although the Minister is obviously responsible for
the implementation of the advice that he gets and for the final decision,
in a matter of educational standards it is clearly his permanent

O
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officials who must advise him, and thelr views in this
particular case =2s the views of educationalists is of
very great interest to this House and should be stated
clearly. I have not pressed at sll the subject of the
Mediterranean Rowing Club. I have not got a definite
information on this as on the school and I would not

like to complicate matters further, but let me just say
that it is my information that although the Medlterranean

Rowing Club wants to move from there it does not
necessarily wish to go next to the school. This is my

understanding of the matter and I would welcome if:

possible that the Minister for Publiec Wbrksi who tg m 4
ers, shou

make a clear statement on that.

I have put my motion with the public interest and
education in mind, in terms which will allow the

Minister to cover the whole ambi¢ of things that I have
raised and I hope that the Minister and the Honourable
Members opposite will follow the same line and give the
public information to which it is entitled.

I commend the motion.

Mr Speaker then proposed the motion.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE

ASir, may I just ask the Honourable Leader of the Onnosition

if there is anybody else on his side who would like to say
anything so that I can then answer all their points, other-

wise I shall be at a disadvantage and I will not really
De able to answer them all.

HON M D XIBERRAS

Mr Speaker, perhaps the Honourable Minister for Zconomic

Development might give an indication of his views because
there are certain things, certain information which has a
bearing on the motion. Perhaps -he could do this so that

ge would know which way we should turn on this side of the
ouse.

We will concede I think that the Minister for Bducation

should speak last on this matter except for my right of
reply.
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HON A W SERFATY

In reality, Mr Speaker, the same applies to me. There
may be certain guestions in connection with the siting:
and the Mediterranean Rowing Club and other things
which I will attempt to answer even now if I ha#e,tp,
but if there are any other . . . » . SO

MR SPEAKER

No, no, we are not going to have a debate as to who should

speak and in which order.  We have already had three
expressions of views on this particular subject and we
cannot do it.

HON LT COL J L HOARE

Mr Speaker, I am coming in to bat now because my = K
Department has been involved in this. The Public Works
Department is there t0 carry out & job of work. It hes
not got a job of work to do now, yet, because the thing
has not been approved, but I have said from the very
beginning that no work can start on the site until the
PWD Workshops are moved elsewhere. The Workshop just
cannot function with constructing lorries going through
it. The work of the workshop - everybody talks about it
as a garage, it is not solely a garage, it is a workshop,
and if those workshops come to a standstill then Gibraltesr
comes to a standstill. That is point number one, thot
until the Workshops are moved work cannot go through. The
MOD does not let constructing lorries go through their
property and the only other way into that area is through
the area at present occupied by the Workshops. It is as
simple as that. What are the objeobions that have been =
and I apologise if I am a little bit disjointed on this =
let me say perfectly clearly that the Minister for Public
Works or the PWD has no territorial claim, if I can use

words that were used by someone else a long time ago, to
that area on which the school is being built or on which

the Mediterranean Rowing Club is going to be built. e
have no territorial claim at all, the PWD does not want it
for its use, so the question of my heving any claims on it
is utterly wrong. The third point I want to meke .

HON M D XIBERRAS

Mr Spesker, will the Honourable Member give way. Is he
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talking about the site of the school, that the PWD has

no territorial claim on the site on whlch the school
is to be built. Is that what he is saying? -

HON LT COL J L HOLRE

Yes, Sir, PWD as & Department has no claim on the 51te
of the school for any of the area, although in the
original plan there is an idea of putting a walkaround,
but the bulk of this will be on newly reclaimed land,
not on the existing area.

One of the points that has always puzzled me about the
arguments put forward by certain Associstions is their
objections to a men’s club going next door to the

school. I do not accept thls as e men’s club, because

to my knowledge, qlthough I am not a member of that
club or the Calpe Rowing Club, but from my observations
when I go there, the Mediterranean Rowing Club has members
who have wives and who have families.  So it will not be
used exclusively by maeles., PFurther, if this is a valid
objection, then surely it is just as valid to exclude men
from the Montagu Sea Bathing Pavilion. Is this =

serious suggestion, is this going to be the next step?
Because if so, I would resist right left and centre, that
the Montagu Sea Bathing Pavilion should be solely a female
domain, and I have nothing against the femqle sex, 1o
question of discrimination.

Mr Speaker, I am astonlshed that a party which intended
to build a marina there which would have turned the whole
of that area into a cess pit and precluded the use of °
dathing in that area by anybody, should at this stage
Create about a corner of the areas being allotted to nny
club,

I am quite sure the Leader of the Opposition did not mesn
that we should maintein UK standards with this school
Decause at the present time the UK standards of schools
buildings is total stoppage. Perhaps he did not mean
that. I think he meant that when it is built it will be
built to the same standard as UK schools are built.

Finally, Mr Speaker, I would like to say this, that if the
whole of that area is going to be reserved exclusively for
the school then we are really cutting the ground under our
own feet, because here we are constantly trying for more
and more sea frontage, and what hss hqnpened the sea
frontage of course would not be used by the girls during
school hcurs = or if it would it would only be for =
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limited number of school girls in that hour - and then

you would exclude the whole of the communlt% outside
school hours. So that sea frontage would be completely

and utterly wasted and, therefore, I think these arc
matters which should be borne in mind by the people who
criticise the scheme and take just their own narrow view
point. They should consider the community as a whole
and not gust one section of 1it. :

Thank you, Sir.

HON L DEVICENZI

Mr Speaker, aslthough the Leader of the Opposition, who is
the mover of the motion, has expressed in no uncertain
manner the views of the Opnos1tlon, perhaps I should add
a few comuents in order to give more opportunities to the
Minister for Bducation, who will obviously be the: member
of the Government mainly responsible for answering: the
motion, to expand more fully if he thinks fit..

One would hope, Mr Speaker, that the Minister will once
and for all give the House some categorical statement,
and that once and for all one should stop shifting from
one place to another glVlng excuses and insccuracies.

I think, Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition aid
ask certain questions; amongst which he asked the
Government to state the views of the public body in as
far as the Govermment can translate these views, the
views of the Gibraltar Teachers Association and the .
Gibraltar Parents Association. ' I myself might ask for
the view of the Minister for Bconomic Development. Is
there any clash between the different Ministers as
regards what 1is going to habpen and when it is goling to
happen, or is the Government fully in agreement with whnt
is going to happen if it is going to happen.

I hope that the Minister for Bducation when he answers
will really give us some categorical stetement.

We have just heard the Minister for Publlc Works say that
he had no territorial claim for this part of Gibralter,
and I very much hope that our neighbours will not have
much territorial claim for the whole of Glbralter, but if
I understand him correctly, Mr Speaker, and as the
Minister himself agreed, in the original plans there was
some claim to this sarea, and now we understﬂnd that 1t

is only going to be for reclaimed land.
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This looks to me, Mr Speaker, that if it is so perhaps
it is an improvement and let us hope that it is that way.

Now, Mr Speaker, what I would say beforec I sit down is
that I very much hope that the Minister has taken notes

of what has been asked, that he has done his homework
and since this is the last session of the House, that

whatever he says will be absolutely accurate and we are
told when the plans are going ahead, when is work actually
going to start, and in a categorical fashion let us know
what is the true position once and for all without any
more shifting.. : ‘ : ;

Thank you; Mr Speaker.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Perhaps, Mr Speaker, before the Honourable Minister starts
to speak, since he would obviously like to be agble to
answer finally all the questions put by us, I would 1like
to say that one is even more disturbed now to see that

the problem has, I think, been with this Government all
the time, that they have been playing musical chairs

ever since they took office in 1972. And thet because
one thing cannot be done the other is not done. And so
we go from one hurdle to the other without ever jumping
any of them, ;

I am very surprised to hear at this stage the Honourable
Minister for Public Works say that one of the reasons

why he cannot get on with the school is because he cannot
resite these workshops. So because he cannot resite one

he cannot get on to real business on the other. In the
meantime education is suffering here due to the incompetence
of the different Ministries of this Government. Where is
this unity that the Chief Minister was talking about, or

is there a very big tug of war « . . .

MR SPEAKER

No, we are not gding to have it: no I am not having it.
I am not having Members insulting other Members and there-~
fore breaking the rules of debate and everyone having two

says on the matters. If there is something else to say
you can pass it on to any member who has not yet had a say.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Is there & very serious tug of war going underneath
what one can see, and because the Chief Minister has not
20t the courage of making = decision and showing that
there is disunity and calling a general clection as he
should have done before, is this the rcason why there
has been all this slow progress in this Government. I

think it is & matter of great princinle because beyond

and above unity comes the actual performance of Government.
It is no use having unity without performsnce which is

in fact what has happened here. And what do we have now,
at this late hour, after 4 years, after 6 years no
comprehensive school for the girls of Gibraltar. This

is what it is all about. Not that there was a cess ponl
in the Marina.

I am surprised to hear the Minister say that when his

Honourable Friend next to him was in fact the architect,
the dreamer of that Marina which I inherited.

MR SPEAKER

No, hold it, we are not going to start talklng about the
Marlna. ;

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Well, perhaps the Minister should have spoken before
when he was asked to do so. What I am trying to do now,
Mr Speaker, is to draw him out because we have not heard

a word from the Minister of Development who was the

person who should have stood up and sald what has gone
wrong with the Comprehensive School for Girls. He is
really responsible, not the Minister of Public Works,

who is the man who puts the bricks one on top of the oth@r,
the man who does the planning is the one who has got to
tell the public why he has not got the Comprehensive School
in Gibraltar, and not hide behind the Minister for
Education or the Minister for Public Works.

I think he should hsve stood up before when there was a
zreat request not only from us but from his friend on the
right, the Minister for Education. I think it 1s only
proper that he should have stood up and told us the resl
reason. Has he got the money for the Comprehensive
school yet? I would like to know, Has he got the

money for it, has he got the final approval from UK to go
ahead with this? Or are we going to find ourselves,
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well, obviously we are going to find ourselves, the
next Government, whoever it "is coming: forward and
having. toe-.do all those: things. = When the site has beﬂn
found, when the PWD have got a site, and as sooh as you
can really commence putting the bricks together, we find
that we cannot do it because we still have not got a-
proper plan perhaps, and we have not even got approval
of the plans and we have not even got the money. to do

it with. This is the kind of musical chairs that we
have been seeing right through for four years.

I do hope that after the clections we do not come alcng
and find ourselves in the same situation. ' I sincerely’

hope that that does_not happen, Mr Spesker, but beforec
that, since obv1ously I think it is essentlal before

this House expires, I think it is fair that we should
hear from the Minister for Education at least, since
apparently no other Minister is preUared to stand up and’
speak up. I think it is fair that we should hear from
the Minister of BEducation the situation so that we know
exactly what the position is, with all the facts, every-
thing. Is there any real objection to the school from

~the authorltles that matter, from the public bodies that

matter, is there any real objection.

When they talk aboux Mediterranean Rowing Club, and if I
may say so I have experience of being in rowing clubs,

and I think everyone who is a member of those clubs will

I think agree to some extent that - not the Montagu Séa
Bathing Pavilion, that is not a private club - things that
are done in private clubs that cannot be done in a public
placec. And things are said that are not said in » public
place. I am not suggesting anything indecent, by any

means. I am not suggesting that, but I think’ this is onec
thing that one has to take into account whether we like

it or not. There is no use smiling and turning a blind
eye, and burying your face in the sand. These are the
facts. I am not saying that this is the real objection, -
I am ndot saying it is, but I do not think you can dismiss
it just like that.

When those public bodies put up thelr objeection I think

it was something that had to be listened to. To what
extent has it been listened to? - What consideration has
the Minister given to it? - Or is the Minister for Public
Works = I do not know if he is the ultimate authority and
I hope he is not, because that is planning and I think the
Minister for Develonment is the person responsible to
decide how and where thls school is g01ng to be built -
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but is the Minister for Public Works going to dismiss this thing in
the same sort of abrasive and authoritarian manner that he went
along and built the wall in front of the Hacienda Bar in Rastsrn
Beach ¢« o« «

MR CHATRMAN

No, ho, we aré_not.going into that . « & &

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

No, no, but I am going to say, Mr Speaker, that here we have an exanple
of attitudes which one can see right through, and if this is the way
and the reason why the school has not progressed I think it stinks.

It is very damaging for the education of Gibraltar. I think there
should be an authority in the Government to co-ordinate all this, who
can come along and speak with one voice and say, "this is the plan that
we had, this is the reason why we have been unable to do it, and we
hope that this should be done by such a time". I would have hoped
that at this late stage the Minister for Education could conme along
with something much more concrete than that. Not talking about

"We cannot start because we cannot find a site for the other Department",

No onecan suggest for a moment that there has not been plenty of tinme
to find a site, and no one can say that the objection to the original
site was not loud and clear even long before anything concrete was done
about it. And yet I think again through stubbormness it was proceeded
along with until public opinion made the Minister and the Government
change their ninds. What a sad state of affairs at this late hour,
and how terrible for the future generation of Gibraltar. This is the
responsiblility that this Government will carry on its shoulders for
ever more. For at least a few years the girls of Gibraltar could
have enjoyed better education in Gibraltar and they have lost it once
and for all. This cannot be recovered, it is unrecoverable, and T
think that for this the Government must be blamed. But I do hope that
now they are in a position to come along and tell'us the true facts of
the situation. I have a feeling that at long last I am going to get
the Minister for Development to stand up and speak his piece. that a
pity that he did not do that before I stood up. Perhaps I would not
have been overcritical about him, I do not know, but obviously if I
have been no one but himself is to blame.

HON A W SERFATY

Mr Speaker, it is always better to stand up after your critics have

spoken so that then you have an opportunity of answering some of the
criticisms.

Now, this question of the site for the school is a long story. To
begin with I would like to explain that I was not responsible for the
decision to build the Marina in Montagu Basin. This was taken several
years ago and presumably it was in the time of the last administration,

. 2N
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perhaps it was even before that. When we cane intc office this site
was definitely not available for the construction of a Comprehensive
School because there was still a commitment with the developer for
the construction of a Marina there. But things have been working,
if T may say so, in the right direction because soon after we cane
into office negotiations were started with another developer for the
construction of a Marina at Bayside, and that enabled us to exert
rressure on the developers of the Montagu Basin Marina to terminate
the commitment which the Government then had. So I think it was
about a year after we came into office that the Montagu Basin Site
was free for other development. By then we had already decided and
negotiated for the Marina at Bayside.

Now, there were different sites — I remember one of then was the
Alameda Parade and this was considered by the Collister Working Party

for the selection of a site for a Comprehensive School, and I an
convinced that the final selection of the Montagu Basin site, which
was now free for any development other than a Marina, was the wise
one. But it took time of course to free ourselves of the commitrnent
that we found Government had. :

The fact that the Public Works Garage had to be removed from that site,

and that there were difficulties in the selection of a final site as
we all know, which happily has now been decided upon by the Governnment,

- have had really nothing to do with any possible delays for the

construction of the Comprehensive School., Within one month of the
aid talks, in November 1974, the design briéf of the Comprehensive
School was sent to London, and In March 1975, the architects were
appointed, in agreement with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, or
should I say, the ODA. Within another month, in April 1975, a
preliminary estimate of £2.6 million was given by the architect. Of
course the architect and his tean have since then visited Gibraltar,
we have had difficulty particularly with the Parents' Association on
the question of the MRC, which cropped up as a result of the decision
to build the Marina in Bayside, instead of at Montagu Basin, though I
should say in passing that the MRC, with or without the new Marina at
Bayside, have been experiencing difficulties as a result of the present
small Marina on their present site.

I believe the MRC want to go to the Montagu Basin site, it is a very
nice site, and only this morning we have received from the architects,
Bast Wickfield and Partner, the final plans of the preliminary stage
of the Comprehensive School which will now enable us to make a project
application to FPCO for the construction of the school.

Of course if anybody looks at these plans, he will see that the site
allocated to the MRC is about l/llth of the total site; and I an
happy to say that there has been one other development which we have
been discussing with the Ministry of Defence and which has now finally
been decided. Most of the access to the MRC at the tip of Montagu
Basin will be through MOD land adjoining the site of Montagu Basin.
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still

There will/be a . :na&n because there has been criticism
that there would have to be a road all along the
Comprehensive School because of the MRC being sited on
“the same gide. : These crltlclsms were unjustified
because this road will have to.be built anyhow, though
as a result of this agreement with the Ministry of

" Defence the larger part of this road which is going to
<0 all along to the south of the Comprehensive School,
will be = private road, and it was only towards the
west end of that road, that the road to the MRC from
LOD land, will join the school. road. The private road
will extend virtually the whole length of the pronosed

building of the Comprehensive School.,

So the more I look at this schemefi and this has been
discussed of course with the Town Planning experts in .

~ Gibraltar, the more I am convinced that.it is a wise
decision. We have hitherto not had any other possible
alternative, anyhow, but I think it is a wise decision
to allocate this very small site towards the end, at the
very. tip, of Montagu Basin, to the MRC. And now that
‘we have finally agreed with the Ministry of Defence for

access to the MRC being made through MOD land mainly,
because it does join the school road towerds the end

when it is virtually part of the main building, the

more I am convinced that this is a wise decision and the
more I hope that the final decision will be taken very
soon now that we have « & « .

. HON M D XIBTRRAS

‘Mr Speaker « o o o .

MR SPEAKER

No no, I am sorry. I have stopbed one member already
+ « o Order, order, you will have your turn to reply, I

have stopped the Minister already from interrupting. I
have already stopped the Minister from doing that exactly,

and I am not going to make exceptlons.

HON A W SERFATY

The more I am convinsed that it will ‘not be very lonp
before the Government takes a final decision on the
question of the siting of the Mediterranesn Rowing Club.
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But wnéther the decision is taken or not and whether the

Public Works Garage and workshop - I will try to talk

oout bli orkshop.in_a moment - the final -draw-
?gggtw§%§ Euho%g o and tﬁis dénpends on a decision.of the

Foreign and .Commonwéalth Office and the Department of
Overseas Development - will not hinder the architects in
preparing the final working drewings which will enable
the contract to go out to tender in o matter of’a few
months. Whether it is 6 :0r 9 or 10, I say no more than
that. = Yes, the Honourable and Gellant member can Iaugh
if he likes but I, as an architect, am fully aware of the
time it takes to prepare working drawings of a job which

is going to cost nearer £3%m by present standards. I
am not going to go into the question of whether the
classes are the right sigze. This is a matter which has

been discussed by the architects with  the department of
Bducation and I think this is the right and proper way

to discuss these matters. All I would say that the

hard playing areas which have been provided by the
architects are in agrecment with the standard set in the
UK. . The Leader of the Opposition may say "no" but- this
is information that I have. On the guestion of playing
fields whether the MRC takes 10% or l%% of the site or
whether it does not, that' is not going to make any
difference to the playing fields that the girls will need.
Because there is definitely no room in Montague Basin for
playing.fields. :

‘This is a matter which has been under consideration. by
the experts preparing the Town Plan of Gibraltar, and of
which we shall know a little more within a matter of =
few weeks. . - L ks

Now, the question of the Public Works Garage and Workshop.
There was a certain amount in the aid programme, the cost
of which has been exceeded by inflation and other factors.
This Garage, which is a prefabricated building, hes
already been pre-fabricated. We ere now aweiting the
approval of the Foreign and Commonwealth -Office to the
increase in costs of the Garage to0 enable us to start
demolition on the site which has been decided at Wastern
Beach Road.. - = - ' ' 5

Now I stated in my Party Assembly at the Mackintosh Hall

a few weeks ago that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Wwere dragging their feet on the question of giving the
necessary authority for increased costs, and as the
Honourable House knows, I went to London two or three weeks
ago to discuss the matter in the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office. Not only the matter of the Public Works Workshon,
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but the question of modernisation, new houses, Girls’
Comprehensive School, etc., and I must say that I have
not returned as happy as I expected to heve returned
from these talks., We still do not have the authority
for the increased costs for the Public Works Garage and
Workshop. We still do not have the authority to ask
the architects to carry on with the working drawings of
the Girls’ Comprehensive School, we do not even have
the authority to appoint Consultant Engineers for the
design of the wall which will cenable us to reclaim
between Nos. 1 and 2 Jetties in the Port.

We have beecn told that in the case of one or two of the
items, the project application. was not made, but in fact
we have explained that until the architect of the Girls”
Comprehensive School had submitted the final report of the
the preliminary scheme for the Girls” Comprehensive
School we had not been in a position to make the project
application. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office should
have known, and they recommended to us & list of three
architects from which we could shose one, snd we chose

lir Bastwick pigelt because we knew him a few years ago
because he designed the Mackintosh Hall, and in my humble
opinion made a good job of 1it. So the Monltorlnn
Committee of the aid progremme decided on him, but

Mr Bast Wickfield is still not in a position to carry on
with the working drawings. It is no use now saylng that
we had to ;ustlfy the constructors of a Girls’
Comprehensive School when for years now the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office have been going along with us with
the appointment of architects, and they have seen '
preliminary progress reports from Mr East uick pisld. , so
it is no use coming now to say that we must now establish
2 real necessity on educational grounds from the '
construction of the School. This is how things are, 2and
I am being quite sincere and quite clear about how the
position is. We have not been dragging our feet, we

have been working ever since we returned from London in
November 1974, on the different projects.

Let me tell the Honouresble Member that the Varyl Begg
project, about which they have made too much noise, was
not completed and we have to give up_our own allocation
for this present day programme of £13m for the
completion of the Varyl Begg Estate Scheme. So let it
be clear, Mr Spesker, let it be clear, that the previous

administration did not agree with the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, and did not obtain agreement from
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the ODA for the entire cost of Varyl Begg Estate.

HON M D XIBERRAS

Will the Honourable Member give way.

MR SPEAKER

No, no, you are going to have the right to reply.

ION A W SERFATY

I do not want to commit the Honourable Minister on my
right but I will terminate in answer to the gquestion by
the Honourable Mr Devicenzi, that I hope that there is
no clash of opinion between the Minister and myself on
whether the MRC should be sited at the tip of Montagu
Basin. £

HON MISS C ANES

Mr Speaker, the subject of the Girls’ Comprehensive School
is such a controversial matter that from what I know of
the situation I gather that the Minister for Education has
been turning more or less a deaf ear to all the
representations made to him by the different bodies, most
sarticularly the : Parents Association, I believe
that he has a standing invitation to attend the meetings
of this Association and has never once made an appearance,
I do not want to say that the Minister is not concerned

with education or that he is not interested, but it anpcars
he does not seem to be so.

I believe that at the last meeting or at least the meeting
that I know of, of the Parents . Association, which
was very well attended I .believe. $he inister for .
Development attended this meeting, and I gather from
information given to me that they were not very satisfied
with the explanation given to them by the Minister for
Tourism and Development. They were very disappointed that
the Minister for Education did not turn up at all., And in
fact I believe that even the Board of ZEducation is not very
satisfied with the site chosen for the Girls’ Comprehensive

School and had made representations to the Minister on the
subject.
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Comin, back to the remarks made by the lMinister for Public
Works about the members of the MRC hﬂv1n§ families who
make use of the facilities of the Club believe that it
has been the custom, and I do not thlnk the rules have bece
changed at ell, that families can use only this Club durlnp
weekends and on special days when there are festivities.
If the rules have been changed I am unsware of this, but

I believe that women and children are only allowed to the
Club during weekends. I think that Olaclng a Girls”
Comprehensive School next to a men’s club is improper.
because men do tend to-have ways and means of expression
which I do not think could be suitable for the ears of t
these young ladies - although perhaps these young ladies
know more about the foul language than the men do! But

I still do not think it is a suitable place and I do not
think it is nice to have sohool girls so near a men’s club
and overhear certain expressions in conversatlons going on
and behav1our too.

I know that some of these young giris, although some of
them are from very good families and so on, have '
unfortunately been caught in very precarious situations

and have been heard to use very unladylike language, but
that does not mean to say that the suthorities concerned

in education should turn a deaf ear to these matters, never
mind what the girls do privately, to site their school

next to a men’s club. . One can only say that the attitude
of the Government in siting the Girls’ Comprehensive Schonl
in this area is the same as they have adopted with the
Public Works Garage. Whether public opinion is against

it or not they still insist that thet is where it is going
to go regardless of the representations made to them.

I wonder whether the Minister will say whether ultimately,
before the School-is built, they will consult all the bodies
who are interested in the project, and whether they will
listen to the representations made to them.

Mr Speeker, I support the motion.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE

Mr Speaker, there has been no saga or epic in the case of
the Girls’ Comprehensive School, but if there has been a
Greek tragedy it has perhaps been in this House, where we
have had the Honouresble Leader of the Opposition playing
the part of Cassandra, and the Honourqble Major Peliza
playing the part of the Minatour.
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Now, Sir, the motion calls upon me to make clear to the
House the views of all those bodies involved in Education.
Let us look at the first body that had anything to ‘do
with the Comprehensive School, which was the Collister
Working Party. - As has already been said, the Collister
Working Party looked into the possible sites for the
Girls® Comprehensive School and they came up with as
their first-choice the Cormorant Reclamation.  That was
40D property and they said that if we could not have
that then they recommended the Grand Parade. However,
they went on to say that if there wene compelling rensons
against the use of the Grand Parade they recommended

that the site at Montagu Basin should be made svailable
instead, although it seemed to them that this site was
more suited for recreational purposes for which there

was a great need in this‘-area. They nevertheless asked
for the allocation of this site for the new Schoel if

neither Cormorant nor Grand Parade could be made available.

Yell, the Cormorant reclaimation obviously was not
avallable, and it was considered by Governmment that to
give up Grand Parade to the School was not advisable, and,
therefore, Montagu was the place where the School was to
be built, and we have the Collister Working Party fully
in support of that as a site. So here we have the first
body which I would imagine is reasonably content with:

the siting of the school. The next body to be concernzd
with the siting of the school I should imagine would be
the actual people who are going to go there. The site
was visited by the Headmistress of the Girls’ Comprehensive
School, the Deputy Head and no objection was raised to the
site: it was accepted as quite satisfactory. It now
appears that oné body very late in the day has come un
with a view that they do not like the site. This bndy

is the Gibraltar Teachers Association.  They say that

the site is inadequate. I cannot see, Sir, that the site
is lnadequate when it is large enough even by UK standards
to take a Girls’ Comprehensive Schocl with adequate play
areas, with a school building on two stories - there had’
been a possibility that it might have been three stories
but the higher you go the less convenient it is and the
less desirable. But it can be built on two storeys,
there can be adequate hard play areas up to the UK stoanderd,
s0 that it cannot be said by any means that the site is
inadequate. o , ' '

wa, Sir, how was this school conceived, bfouéht into
being. The first job was to prepare a brief and this was
done by the Director of Education between the months of
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September and December 1974. He consulted with the
Chief Architect and yet the Honourable Mr Xiberras in
his letter said that the Chief Architect. pxnresses
concern over the building. - Yet he had had . a hand in
moeking it. Well, I have not got a copy of that letter
and if he would llko to give me it perhaps it would help.
It was done in consultation with the Headmlstress of
the Girls”’ Comprehen31Ve School, with the Denuty Heqd
with the Assistant Head, with the Heads of all the
different subject depertments: all these people were
consulted while a brief was being made.

Now, how was the brief designed?  The last Government
decided to go comprehensive with g1l that going
comprehensive means, and, therefore, it was considered
that a purpose built Comprehens1ve School for the Girls
should be built. ;

May I just elaborate a little bit on what is the

difference between a purpose built Comprehensive School

and a school possibly most of the persons in this room
attended. The 0ld style of school before Comprehensive

came into operation was mainly a number of classrooms,
"and if you were in a cless shall we say ‘class 34, you
lived most of your life in that classroom and when. it.

was French the French Teacher came to you and taught you
French; when it was mathematics the mathematics teacher
came to you and taught you mathematics; when it was
history, the history teacher came to teach you. You
lived, as I say, most of the time in the class room, but
we went out. oceasionally for specislised subjects. You
probably went out for science to a laboratory, to a
specialised .room; you probably went out for art to =
specialised room, that was the o0ld type of school which
is in complete antithethis to the modern concept »f a
comprehensive school, With the sophistication in )
teaching methods, with the tremendous humber of aids t»o
teaching such as projectors, audio/visual, tape recorders,
etec., the idea now is to have each subgect in its own
specialised area, so that you do not build a school which
1s a series of simple classrooms to which teachers go and
teach various subjects, you build a school in which you
have an area for, shall we say, languages, another area

for art, another area for drama, and the children move
from area to srea. This is the concept of a purpose

built Comprehensive School.

It may, I accept, go against the grain of some of thesec
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more conservative teachers, but if we are going comprehensive we
must accept all its ramifications. The Gibraltar Teachers
Association who wére givén a copy of the brief once it was ready,
said nothing for a considerable period of time; then they started t
to make noises that perhaps some of the more conservative teachers
would not be happy in a school of this style. When they were told,
"why did you not say so when you first got the brief", they.
cormented that they were only lay people and were not very good at
interpreting a written brief into what the concept would be as an
actual school. . They now-come up and comnent that the design of the
building is not what they would like, and, therefore, they reject
the idea of the school. However, the design of the building, as a
comprehensive school, was put forward, as I said, tc all the
teachers involved in teachlng in that school and has been fully
accepted.,

Now, when the brief was ready it was sent to various people in
Gibraltar, not least the Monitoring Committee of the ODA, and the
ODA sent out..a team to assist in the design of the school, and one
nmenber of this team was the Consulting Architect of the Department
of Education and Science in Britain, the top-architect of the
Department of Education and Science.

Let us consider how a school is built in the United Kingdom. The
Local Education Authority would get its architects to prepare a
brief, to make the design, it would be sent to the Department of
Education and Science, where somebody would look at it fairly
cursorily to see that it conforms with the general specifications,
it would be sent back to the Local Educational Authority, who
possibly would have consulted with the teachers of the school, but
would not have consulted with the teachers union. The school would
then be built, the teachers would ta put into it. '

How different to the way our school is being planned. At every
stage we have had consultations with the teachers, at every stage
the top architect of the Department of Education and Science has
vetted and gone most carefully into everything that is being done.
You cannot say that the school is being built haphazardly, being
planned haphazardly, when you have the best of the United Kingdom
Department of Education and Science at every stage helping to see
that the job is being done properly.

Consultation with the teachers is so great that ih one instance where
a new system of supplying the different services to a laboratory is
being suggested, the head of department who does not know this

systemn in Gibraltar has commented that he is not very happy about it:
this person has been sent to England where he is neeting with the
Head of the Department of Education and Science, is being taken by
him to two schools to actually see this type of provision of services
in operation so that he will know at first hand exactly how it is.
Consultations with the teachers have been going on in every way at
each time.



290

The Teachers Association have also been consulted. Although I say
that in Britain they would not have been consulted, here they have.
They have come up with a number of suggestions, some of which have
been acceptable, some of which have not been accepted, and it would
appear that because all their suggestions have not been accepted
they have come out just now saying that they consider that the
school is, in their own words, "inadequate in site;i and there is
inadeguacy in the de51gn of the bulldlng and emission from the
architect brief". ;

~This I cannot accept. Perhaps one little point might be -brought
out. They would like to see in the building of the school-a
department for remedial work. Now, one of the things of.a
Comprehensive School is that you do not have a speciglised department
. for remedial work. This goes completely agalnst the concept for
comprehens1ve education.

The Board of Education has been kept at all stages fully cognisant
of the plans. They have seen them, they have seen the variations.
There have been four sets of plans, the last one has just turned up.
In each set there has been variation, these variations, which one
would assume are improvements, have all been done at the instdgasiohn
the Headmistress of the school and the headteacher of the school,
that they would like this item done, that item done, this department
improved, etc., etc. So that I think it is reasonable to say that
the teachers concerned with thé school are reasonably happy with the
plans. .

Now, Sir, we are asked about the views of all those bodies 1nvolved
in education. The Gibraltar Parents Association, a most important
body, has made certain comments on the school, not on the plan,. but
basically on the siting of the Mediterranean Rowing Club at the tip
of the site. I would comment in answer to the Honourable Miss Anes
that I do not know of any standing invitation to the Gibraltar Parents
Association Committee. They never tell me when they are going to
have a neeting. If they were to give me an invitation I would only
be too happy to go at any time.

Now, the Gibraltar Parentd Association and with thenm the Gibraltar
Housewives Association and also the Board of Education all ‘express,
nisgivings on the siting of the Mediterranean Row1ng Club at the tlp
of the little area of the Montagu Basin. . And nuch of their .
unhappiness was that to get to the Mediterranean Rowing Club the
nembers wovld have to go down the road.beside the school and this
would leave the school open to vandalism, that the road would become
choked up with parked cars, possibly derelict boats etc. Well, as .
the Honourable Minister for Development has already said, this will
no longer be necessary. The road beside the school will be a private
road, it can be closed at night or at 4 o'clock in the' afternoon
when the school finishes, there will be no need for the members of
the Mediterranean Rowing Club to go down there, and so much of the
bone of c¢ontention that the school would be too open to the general
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movement of persons going’up and down this road has been removed.

Should the Mediterranean Rowing Club be next to the Girls School.
Well, I will admit quite openly that I am not happy that it should
be, but we live in Gibraltar. I am not happy with a lot of things
in schools in Gibraltar. I am not happy that the Boys'
Comprehensive School should be stuck next to an aerodrome. That
while they are doing their "O" levels and "A" levels they hear planes
roaring past and taking off and interferring with them. I am not
happy that a third of the Boys' Comprehensive School is underneath

a block of flats. I am not happy with St Mary's School which has
no playground whatsoever except a dumgeon in the basement. But
these are the difficulties of Gibraltar. We have a restricted area,
we have to live in our confinement. If we had large areas of
playing fields, as they can have in Britain where a school can be
placed in such an area that it has green fields all the way around
it, I would be far happier. But to have the Mediterranean Rowing
Club on a small tip of the Montagu site, although perhaps not the
best of circumstances in the world, it is not such a terrible thing.

Perhaps the Gibraltar Teachers' Association might almost support it
because they have commented that the playground area is very windy
and that the school should be moved further down the site and the
playground put at the other end. Well, therefore, they cannot be
very upset about the little tip of the site which is even windier
still.

The delay in the plan? Where is all this delay. It started in
September, 1974. It is a school of some £2.6 million but it will
be well over £3 million by now. How long did they have a delay, if
the word "delay" is operative, in the plans of the extension to the
Lourdes School, which was ultimately to become the Boys' Comprehensive
School? Is my memory failing me or did we not hear after 1969, in
1970, "we are almost ready to go out to tender". And then in 1971
again, "Oh, we are almost ready to go out to tender". Was that a
delay, or were they planning all the time. What about the Varyl
Begg Scheme., Announced in December 1969, the brief was not ready
until April 1971; tender invitations in November, letter of intent
in April 1972, the site taken over in October 1972; that is three
years. Was that a delay or was it just a normal sequence of events.

I can tell you categorically, there has been no delay on Gibraltar's
part whatsoever in the planning of the Girls' Conprehensive School.
At all times the architect - and I would like to say a word about
these architects. They are not any old people that have been just
pulled out of a hat. The Department of Education and Science put
forward suggestions of a number of top ranking architects, and we
chose a firm that had already done a job in Gibraltar. They had
built the Mackintosh Hall, I think something which has stood the test
of time, They are leading architects in school design in Britain.
‘gecently they have done a large extension to Durham University and
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they are one of the hlghest ranklng archlt ccts that we
could possibly get hold of. v »

They ceme as soon as they were appointed.  Their first
job was to work out whether a reasonable school could

be put on the site, a school within the conditions put
down by the Department of Education and Seience in
Britain, whether it could be put on the site, with the
Mediterranesn Rowing Club there as well. ' They came
back with their views of how it could be done and these
were accepted. They then started to put their concept:
into actual plans. - They themselves discussed time after
time the different plans with the teachers involved,

and they were out here about a month ago where they snent
%3 full -days with the teachers doing as much as possible
to get the school exactly as the teachers w1sh°d it to
be.

e have had the viewpoint of the Gibraltar Parents
Assocliation, the Gibraltar Housewives, the Board of
Education.: All three, I would say, in favour of the
planning of the school, not in favour mainly because of
the question of the use of the road of the Mediterranesn

Rowing Club but possibly now they will be much heppnier,
as they said, that the roed will not be there, and the

Gibraltar Teachers Association which is not in favour,
perhaps because their viewpoint has not‘been taken as
much into consideration as they would have wished,
although many of the points made have been taken into
consideration, "And we have perhaps the most important
body of opinion, the actual teachers who are going to use
the school, who apparently are satisfied.

It will be, I am sure the Honourable Mr Xiberras will be
happy to hear, a good school up to UK standards. I do -
not think the Consultant Architect of the Department of .
Bducation and Science is going to have such a hand in
the building of a school, that he is going xo rut his
head on the block and. produce a school that is not up to
UK standards. . _

I think perhaps the situation mey be that in due time
our - school may be what is classed as a "show" school.

The brief and the plans of certain schools are taken by
the Department of Education and Science and arc made into
book forms and circulated to various Local Tducational
Authorities so that they can gain experience and know-
ledge from what has been done before. We did this in
the case of a school called "Maiden Eerly".
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We improved upon, their plan and I think possibly the
Girls’ Comprehensive School of Gibraltar may be. onn of
the schools to zet into that cqtogory.

Now, I am invitcd to state unamblguously Whother I am
satisfied with the present plans and the site of the
building. - Yes, Sir, I am satisfied. Obviously the
plans may need a little more changing, though I think
we have got to the final stage as far as Gibraltar is
concerned. There is the next step, in which these”
plans have to go to a project committee of the ODA and
they may wish to see changes, so that I cannot commit -
nyself that I am going to be satisfied with any changes

that they micht like to see, but as far as the nlons ore
2t the moment I am fully satisfied with them, I am fully

satisfied with the site of the building; it is s good
site, I think perhaps one of the best in Gibraltér that.
we can get under reasonable circumstences, I am not going
to say the Cormorant site might not have been equally es
00d but we might not have been able to get that for
several years., We have the Montagu site, I am satisfied
with it. As I say, the question of the Mediterranean
Rowing Club leaves little to be desired. If another
place could be found then possibly we would move it
there. It is not an easy matter, although we arc.still .
trying to find another site if it were possible. But
even if it were not possible I do not think that having
the Mediterranean Rowing Club there detracts to such an
extent from the school. We hear people say, "Fancy
hav1ng a men’s club next to a girls school", Well,

is not just e man’s club, it is a club for men,'women,:
children and it may not always be a girls school, it may
be a co-ed school one day. '

Before I do finish I would just like to comment on one
small point in the letter of the Honourable Leader of the

Opposition. He talks about the, I think, alorming views,
or alarming statements of the Minister for Bducation, at

one time. L am not sure yet in my mind what these
alarming statements were. A1l T can think of is that it
was a pOSSlblllty of going co-ed in September 1974, Yet
when I have discussed this possibility with my Director
and told him my reasons for it, he seds them far from _
alarming but sees them as quite reasonable indeed. And-
indeed the GT4, who are at variance with the plans of thﬂ
school as such, do not seem to be at variance with the
v1eWp01nt that Gibraltar should have gone co=-ed some tlmo
Z0. But even the Collister Committcée does sugoest that
Co-ed may come in in time, We cannot take that school
os a girls school for ever, it moay be a time when it is o
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Co~ed school and then perhaps it will be a little less (j)

ine to those people who are perhaps, I might sa
5 11Y118 Barrow minded in the-Vle%p01n£ fhat‘ygu canhot

have a rowing club next to a school. _ (

I think I have no more say on the subject, Sir, exocept to
reiterate for the Honourable Leader of the Opposition
once again that I am fully satisfied with the present
plans ana fully satisfied with the site of the building.

MR SPEAKER

Are there no other contributors?

HON CHIEF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, just a small contribution on one oxr two
important aspects that have been mentioned. There
have been certain administrative delays in London in
respect of some of the projects. When I was in London
the other day on other business I took the opportunity
of looking into the matter, as the Financial and
Development Secretary and the Minister had done before,

Firstly, there is the question of the projeect application.
This applies to all projects the cost of which will be
over £600,000. This is not, I would say, a formality
but it does not in any way alter the commitment of the
British Government, nor have I seen any signs that the
3ritish Govermnment is in any way renaging on their
commitment to provide a Comprehensive School for Girls

in Gibraltar. If I saw that I would say that that would
be a sign of bad faith and I would be the first one, to
pronounce against it. I made this quite clear in Iondon
the other day, at the official level of course, because

I did not find that there was anything to worry about to
take it to a higher level.

There is a commitment for the school: it is true that
the cost of it by the time building starts will perhaps
be double what was originally tentatively estimated, but

what does not go up these days, and, therefore, particular
care 1s being ta ken in the United Xingdom that this vast

sum of money which is being provided for under development
ald is properly spent. But I have no qualms at all to
say that there is any difficulty about the commitment.
There are certain bureaucratic procedures to be

complied with, which one can understand particularly in
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a project of this matter.

I would just like to say on the last remarks of the
Minister for BEducation, who has made, if I may say so,
a clear exposition of the matter as it stands, that I
have been concerned nmyself in trying to find an
alternative site for the Rowing Club. Certain ideas
have been looked intc by people over whom we have no
control but whose collaboration if possible we expect
and that is still very much on the stocks. But I
would not like to make any comment here that would
indicate that there is any commitment by anyone and
that eventually if it has to be done I think that the
amount of land that has now been c¢oded by the Ministry
of Defence in order to have a separate road takes away
some of the strong objections which were voiced, though
of course there will still be people who would not like
the club there.

The club is practically an outward looking club, it is
a rowing club more concerned with the sea than with the

land, and it could perhaps in the long run, if the
schodl is going to be co-educational be part of some of

the amenities for the boys of the club. Anyhow I am
not meking any apologies for that, I am jJjust saying thot

it would be more desirable to have it elsewhere, this is
quite understood, but in the limitations of Gibraltar as
we know them, sometimes there are certain decisions that
must be taken. in the best overall interest of the
community. I am not however unhopeful of being able to
get something perhaps to dispose of that.

Other than that I think that what the Honourable Minister
for Education has said about recent objections of the
GTAL, it seems to me that the wholc idea of a school there
is generally accepted and we are quite happy that it is
the right site on which to have a school.

HON W M ISOLA

Mr Speaker, I shall be very brief. I would just like to
comment on two remarks made by the Minister for Public
#orks and the Minister for Trade and Development. It I
remember rightly the Minister for Public Works said that
he would never have agreed to the Montagu being converted
into a Marina, and I would like to remind the Minister for
Public Works that when this side of the House came into
Government in 1969, it was the ALCR Government who wses
dealing with developers in England for the use of
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Montagu as possible Marina, The Coalifidn Government
it was not this GOVernment who conmlnued thp question
of the Marlna. ; , : A

Now, Myr. Speaker, I remember very, very clearly in 1975,

Juring estimate time, when the %uestlon of ‘the siting of
the Public Works Garage at the 0ld Refuse Destructor

came about, that either the Minister for Public orks

or the Minister for Irade said that the resitine must

be carried out at all, _speed because of the Girls”’
Comprehen31ve School. At that time, Mr Speaker, if I
remember rightly, the resiting of the Public Works Garage -
I am going on what the Minister for Trade has said - was
going to cost the Uubllc the sum of £350,000. Now, as

we all know, it is going to cost something like £750,000.

Now what I eam tryihg to say is that the best piece of news
that I have heard this morning is that though the

Minister for Tourism and Trade said thet happily it has
now been decided to site the Public Works Garage at the

0ld Slaughter House, I am very hanny to hear from him
that as yet no authority to draw up plans for the Publlc

uorks Garage has been obtalnod, and I am Sure . . o .

MR SPEAKER

Yes, but let us not talk about that. We are talking
about the Comprehensive School W :

HON W M ISOILA

Mr Speaker, I am only making reference to what the Minister
for Trade said ecarlier on, on the Public Works Garage. I
am only conmentlng on thate. :

MR SPEAKER

Yes, but you have no héed to comment. on that. He made =2
comment with reference to the Comprehensive School because

until such time as the Garage was resited they could not

start on the Comprehensive School.. To that extent you
can say what you like.

HON W M ISOLA

Well, I am saying that because later on when I d@volop
thet argument, I am going to come back to the Girls”’
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Comprehensive School.

MR SPELKER

I do not want to open an argument on the garage.

HON W M ISOLA

No, no, I am just using that argument to suppoft
subsequently the agrument on the Girls” Comprehensive
School.

MR SPEAKER

That is fair enough but we must not get out of hand.
Anywey, go ahead. ’ :

HON W M ISOLA

Ls I was saying, Mr Speaker, on this side of the House
we are extremely happy that the authority to draw up
plans for the public works garage has not yet becn
given, because that means that this present administrat-
ion will not be able to carry out the threat of building
the Public Works Garage in the short time that they

have « « + &

But that is whét I am not prepared to allow you to do.

HON W M ISOLA

I am almost finished now, there are only two more words.
That they will not be able to finish the Public Works
Garage in the three or four months that they have left.

Now, what I am trying to get at, Mr Speaker, is that
there is no doubt at all in my mind that there has becn
an enormous amount of delay in the gquestion of the Girls”
Comprehensive School, and by taking an snalogy of the
Public Works Garsge in which I am more involved than my
colleague the shadowsMinister for Bducation and the
Leader of the Opposition, I am saying that because of
what is the background that I know of the Public Works
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Garage, which has been on many occasions interlocked
with the Girls’ Comprehensive School, it is because of
these reasons that I am supporting fully the Leader of
the Opposition in this motion. ;

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO

Sir, I believé there is a misconception on the part of
the Honourable Mr William Isola. The Workshop as such,
the pre-fabricated Workshop that is going to go there,
is already in existance, and may be on the way for all .
we know. The approval that has not yet been given
refers to who is going to provide the funds reguired

for the resiting of the Workshops to this site of the
Garage.

MR SPEAKER

That is all I am going to allow anyone to say about the
Garage. I will then call on the mover to reply, unless
Mr Bossano has something to say.

HON J BOSSANO

Mr Speaker, I am glad to hear, I think I am correct, but
perhaps I can be corrected if I am wrong, from the
Minister-for Beconomic Development that in fact the delay
in the school has not been due to delay in the siting of
the PWD Garage and Workshop. Because certainly when
the Trade Unions were being consulted on the pronosals
they were told that the urgency was that it was holding
up the school, and I £ind now that it was not holding.
up the School! I am glad to hear that it was not holding
up the School ‘because one of the things that we told the
Government at the time, I remember was, that if they
tried to go round saying publicly that the School was

not done because we had not reached agreement on the
£arage and to shift the blame on to us they would be
asking for trouble. In fact not only have they not done
that but in fact there was not even justification for

even hinting it apparently, becausc had the thing been
shifted o o e o )

HON A W SERFATY

There could have been a justification. - If the
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construétign of the Garage - and thank you for allowing

) me to kutt in - takes longer than we envisaged then there
will be a delay in the construction of the School, of
course. : :

HON J BOSSANO

I see, so there will be s delay now, but there would
not have been a delay nine months ago when we were told -
nine months ago.

D MR SPEAKER

Order, order.

HON J BOSSANO

Well, Mr Speaker, if all the other things that need to

be done besildes clearing the site were not done nine

months ago, and still have not been done; even if the

PWD Workshops had been moved nine months ago, the :

school would still not be in the process of construction,

and therefore, that was not the major reason, and I anm

afraid thet it was certainly stressed when we were

involved and it was a factor that we took into

consideration. Now it appears that in fact it wes not

as important as we were led to believe. 0f course it

is perfectly permissible for the Goverrment to use this

play. I mean, they did influence our decision by using

it, but it appears in fact that even if we had taken

longer to reach a decision it would not have held up the

School because the School is being held up by other

[ ] considerations, or have been held up by other ,
considerations. And I think this is a useful information

tc have for the future.

@

The other thing, Mr Speaker, is that I think it is very

a serious of course that the School looks no nearer

- construction now thaa it has been on the many other times
that the matter has been raised in the House of Assembly.
The Honourable Member has given figures of April 1975 as
an original estimate of the cost and so on, and then he
said that now in July 1976, a year and threc months later,

® they have made a project application.
It seems to me an extraordinary length of time between
getting the proposals to the stage where one can actually
estimate the cost, which must be quite an advanced stage,
@
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and making. application to start work on the project a
year and three months later. Perhsps the Honourable
and Gallant Minister for Public Works could transfer
some of his wall-building energies to school-building
activities and then the situation might improve..

The School, Mr Speaker, is a very important nroject and
I would hqvg thought that when the Government is so
diffident about committing. the next administration to a

~ closed shop, to higher pensions, and to all those sorts
of things, they have used the argument thet they have
run out of their mandate, and that at this late stage
in their sdministration they can hardly go ahead and
introduce things which would commit an incoming
administration. They need to go to the people first
to see whether the people will support them on the
closed shop and a2l1ll the other things.

I would have thought that they might also find out
whether the people support them on the siting of the
- Comprehensive School in the place where they want, and
on the siting of the Public Works Garage where they want.
If the Govermment has waited this long to do something
about it, and these are concrete things that cannot be
-changed, this is commiting a future administration in =
way the pensions and the closed shop will not commit o
future administration, because if the Government takes a
stand now and there is a change of Government in two
months time, the new Government only has to change a law
to alter the level of pensions, to alter the existance
of a closed shop or to alter anything else. But they
cannot change the siting of the Public Works Garage or
the siting of the School by changing the law, You are
commlttlnr Gibraltar to brick and mortar. And if there
is an area where the argument of consulting the paople
is valid, it is in an area where the change once
implemented is irreversible, because however much an
in-coming Government might dislike the siting of a
particular project it would obviously be totally
irresponsible to pull the thing down and stsrt building
somewhere else. So I would say that in view of the very
strong feelings expressed by Honourable Members on the
other side of the House about not committing a future
Government, that phjlosophy should be anplied to these
two areas of construction progeots where it is known
that there are different views, and let them really make
up thelr minds finally what they are going to do, present
the thing as & project to. the people, commit themselves
that they will do it as soon as they come in and if they

do not get in they can say, "well, the other administration

that gets in is free to do whﬁtever they like",
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This is an opportunity to consult the people on that,
and I think particularly, although it is not the
subject of the motion if you will allow me to say so,-
Mr Speaker, particularly the siting of'the PWD Garage,
about which se rmch public opinion has been expressed.

MR SPEAKER -

I have had to call the attention of most people for
talking on the Public Works Garage and since you Joined
it to the School I let you, but once you start talking

HON J BOSSANO

No, I do not want to go into it, but I think, Mr Speaker,
the only thing that I want to stress is that there 'is -

certain evidence to show that public feeling is stronger.
on that particular project than on the. Comprehensive ;
School, but I think the argument applies equally to both.

Yes, it might be the pavement, and the wall, why not the
wall!

You might have a new administration coming in and knocking
the wall down, Mr Speaker. So I think this is the main
point that I want to meke, that I am glad that the thing
has been cleared as to the reasons for the delay, and
that I think the Government should seriously think that
in view of the short time left, and in view of thc fact
that in practice a decision may comnit the new Government
because of the thing proceeding faster - but in fact I
think on the question of the School there is not any
likelghood of course of the School being started before

a new Government comes in, and, therefore, that can be
done. But if the Government is going to actually builad
the other project this summer, which I would hope they w
would not for the obvious reason that as the Honourable
member has said a building site which is a very noisy and
dirty place, and it is hardly likely to be conducive to a.
restful stay on the beach if the Public Works Garage is
built down there during the summer, but perhaps if the
Honourable Member can look at his responsibility in this -
area and delay until the new Government comes in.

MR SPEAKER

Right, I will then call on the mover to repnly.
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HON M D XIBERRALS

Mr Speaker, we have had an attempt at complylng with the
terms of the motion, by three Honourable Members on the
other side of the Housc, and I suppose we must be grateful
for small mercies, and we should be grateful that at
least there is some information as to how the Government
stands on this. Quite a few points have been raised
which I would like to answer. The Honourable Colonel
Hoare, has thrown some light on the process of Government
in respect of this particular incident. I think there
is no doubt from what he has said that he has been at
variance with his colleagues in certain important
respects about public aceess to the area, whereas the
other two Ministers have said that they followed
representations made as regards there being no public
access to the area immediately around the School.

He called the Marina a cesspd®. bdDut the Honourable Meﬁber
beside him probably thought t. .t far from being a cess
pit it would be an oasis. It would be something that

would bring in money for Gibraltar, he has spoken '
strongly in favour of the Marina, I do not know why the
Honourable o - - »

Mr Speaker, I am sure that there has been dissgreement

about this between the Honourable Members, and that the
unity of the Government which the Chief Minister was talk-
ing about is far from real.

Mr Speaker, the Honourable Mr Canepa chose not to
contribute to the debate and nerheps he could keep quiet
now and allow me to talk. I have the greatest regards

for Mr Canepa’s principles when he stands up and expresses
them and an equal regard when he changes them.

Mr Speaker, the interesting aside from the Honourable
Colonel Hoare about the Public Works having no territorial
claim, but according to the originsel plans there was some
claim by the Public Works, there were some plans to put

the Public Works Department in the reclaimed land in the
area. No?

HON LT COL J L HOARE

No. Public hlghway for the use of the people. A sea-
side walk, not for the Public Works Department.
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HON M D XIBERRAS

A sea side walk. Well there was some interest, and
gquite unprovoked the Honourable Colonel Hoare stood up
and made these declarations. - I do not know why,
perhaps it was & question of "qui séxcuse, sdccuse",

I do not know why he made this contribution in the
terms that he did. He seemed to be stating his clear
position on this matter for posterity. Perhans there
was disagreement « o o . '

HON LT COL J I HOARE

Mr Speaker, I was answering statements made by the
Leader of the Opposition where he quoted me by name, and,
therefore, I felt in duty bound to snswer and give him
my side of it. ! '

HON M D XIBERRAS

I made some references to the Honourable Colonel Hoare,
but in respect of the Garage. Mr Speaker, the Honourasbles

Colonel’s concern for community access behind the wall, this other wall
I suppose if he wanted to build the sea wall around there

he thought that the community should use it, or was it
purely to protect the School? I do not know, we have:
not been told, but I gather that the purpose of the well

was to provide some sort of access to the community, I
do not know, ey .

In any case I was interested by his comments, and I

thou§ht that they were the seeds of dissgreement there,
1 am glad that this did not’ interfere too much with

the process of planning.

The Honourable Mr‘Serfaty-spoke about the Marina
commitment, a point has been cleared up already by my
Honourable Friend Mr Willie Ispla, that this was in fact
done in the time Mr Serruya was Minister for Tourism.

NOo doubt the Honourable Mr Serfaty disagreed with

Mr Serruya on that occasion. I have no doubt there was
even less cohesion in that co-alition Government than

there is in the present Government.

The Honourable Mr Serfaty spoke about the long time it

had taken to plan Varyl Begg. The. Honourable Mr Serfaty
being an architect thinks it is fair to make = comnarison

between the School and what is it 650 flats. But of
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course he is entitled to that opinion, he often flashes
it around in the House o o o o "

HON A W SERFATY.

The 650 flats is repetltlve work only two types of
blocks « « o o . o

MR SPEAKER

No, no, let us not . . « . Order, order, I will not
have interruptions. ek

HON M D XIBERRAS'

Yes, Mr Speaker, but one thing that the Honourable Member
should bear in mind is that in 1969 there were difficulties
of course that the Honourable Member might or might not
-have been able to overcome himself. Labour force and so
forth. Minor things of ¢ourse, and that in December 1969
~Wwe had commitments to 750 flats apart from other matters,
if he cares to read the communique issued on that
oécasion, whereas on this occasion the Honourable Member,
ag far as I can sec, does not have.a commitment from ODA
yet.  And this is of course two years after the
Government started on the project and four years since

we were given to understand by the Rowley lMission that

the Comprehensive School would form part of the next
development progreamme, and that there was commitment in
prineiple to’'it.. That puts the delay at four yeers in
my bocok and not at two years, the four years this
Government has bcen in office.

Let me remind the House that education was the first
oriority of this Government “s development programme,
Whereas that of the previous administration ineluded a
number of other projects, the Health Centre and so forth,
which were actually being built while the Varyl Begg
Istate was being planned.

And the Honourable Member cannot claim that the School
has not becen built because there was other work to
attract his attention bacause all he had to do in other
respects is ten flats remodernised and sixteen on the
»oint of being remoderniged.

lr Speaker, the Honourable Mr Serfaty told us that it
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would cost £2.6m now to build the Schoai, and this wns

the ‘architect’s estimate; by the- time theﬁ get moving
on it it is going to be much more. ‘They have been hit
by an age of inflation and the kind of commitment which

they do not have, may I put it that way, they have no
commitment at all for the School and they certsinly do
not have the kind of commitment we had in respect of

- Varyl Begg which was to build that number of flats what-

ever the cost was. The Honourable lMember may find it
more difficult as costs escalate to build this School
now,  And this I know, "what does not go un", said the

.~ Ghief Minister, or words to that effect. Of course

things go up, but was part of the delay attributable to
Honourable Members opposite is a different matter. One
might as well have said that we could not tackle Varyl
Begg because there was no labour in 1969, and costs went
UDe And yet proportionately I do not think the eventual
cost of Varyl Begg is going to be so much higher than
the proposed cost of the School, which I believe in 1972
was in the region of £1.2m, and now it is £2.6m, and it

- might very well rise higher than that.

lir Speasker, the attitude of the Honourable Mr.Serfaty

in ending this contribution said that, "I hope thnt the
inister for Education will be able to agmee with me that
the MRC should be there, on the site." That was his.
last phrase before he sat down. I think thereby hangs

a tail by this statement. That the Minister should
stand up after concluding his statement and say, "I hope
that the Minister for Education will be able to support
the MRC there in that site". Again, evidence of
disagreement, and I can understand this disagreement.

But what I can find very difficult to follow is that
people should not be to1ld clearly what the position is.

I have heard the Minister for Education was instructed by
one body of those referred to in the course of this debate,
to write to the Minister for Development and tell him
exactly what he felt about the School, but it was ages
before he was able to report that he had and what the
result had been, and to my knowledge I do not know whether
he did or did not write, stating the views of this
important body, to his colleague, and assuring that the
interests of Education would be paramount in this case.

I do not know whether there was a reply or not, but this
again to me denotes disagreement.

Mr Speaker, I know that the nrocess of consultation is =
very difficult one. And once embarked on it one is onen-
ing Pandora’s box. One is beginning to look for trouble.
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But this kind of trouble is necessary.in respect of -
these planning decisions. .The Government has been

faced with a renewed interest in plenning and they

. have to.put up with it. People are concerned about

the enviromment, people are eoncerned about facilities
now, and they do want to be consulted, and the nrocess
of consultation in this cese has been absolutely- .
abysmal from the very beginning. From, the very.
beginning when the Honourable the Minister for ®ducation
made his alarming, and I repeat alarming, statement
"about the future of education in respect of. co-education,
when he said that he was going to introduce it I think
within a couple of months, at the beginning of the next
year, and this brought about the storm which led to
Colister. . ' ' 1

Now that was delayed, because it was during this time,
between 1972 and 1974, that =@ lot of the work could have
been done for planning and was not done because we had
long sittings of the Collister Working Party. There-
fore, this blame attaches to the Minister for R®ducation,
and I can stand by my phrase "alarming statement", made
by the Minister for Education, and it did contribute to
the delay. o

Mr Speaker, it may be said that the Collister Working
Party itself was consultation for this and, therefore,
saved time. Well, it may have saved time, Mr Speaker,
but the consultation was forced upon the Minister and

the situation has not changed at all. The two Ministers
have been at the receiving-end of things. I have heard
complaints galore from the Association. There was
ridicule poured at one particular meeting on both
Ministers, that they changed their minds, that they

-spoke about the toilets in the Schonls ad infinitum, and
they avoided the issuesg, they just avoided the main issue.
And this is, I can tell him, from an Associstion in whose
good books the Minister should be as Minister for RBducation.
No doubt even at this late stage they are calling
demonstration of the subject. The Perents Association
have been up in arms right to this very moment, and both

Honourable Members opposite can afford to be bland about
their explenations.

Very well, Mr Speaker, I hope that the school goes well,

subject to one qualification I shall make at the end of
my speech as to when it should go.

Mr Speaker, I think that one big mistake made by the
Minister for Education in consulting, at the expense of
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the Teachers Association, putting too much reliance on what the staff
of the School would say. This is always a burning issue whether it

is the Teachers Association or the Headmistress or Headmaster of the
School that should have the greater say in these matters. And I have
no doubt that there have been some crossed wires here which have
deprived the project of @he support and of the advice which it deserves.

'The GTA I know have been very much opposed to the building of the

School.” The extent of‘the‘dlsagreement has not been made public or
clear by the Minister, to the p01nt that people did not know where the
Honourable Mr Featherstone stood on this matter. People thought that h
he was being taken for a ride by the ‘Honourable Mr Serfaty because of

:developments, and Mr Featherstone was apparently’ equally quiet in hlS

private consultatlons, refusing to comm;t hlmself, as. he was in his.
publlc appearances on the matter.f

Even now the Teachers Association say that the 51te 1s qulte 1nadequate.
Mr Featherstone says that it is up to UK standards. Hethas spoken
about the movement from classroom: to classroom, the division into. areas,
all of which Honourable Members on this side know something about. - But
has he taken into account that the shape of the site is still the matter
and object of criticism by the Teachers Association, because it is an
elongated site which makes it very necessary for people to walk from one
end to the other, as I understand it. Is there any truth in which I
have been told that the plans for the construction of the School
necessitated a certain type of girder which apparently is on order and
that, therefore, the shape of the school has been determined already. I
believe in one of the meetings one of the Associations was told this.

Is it true that the Government architect has stated at one of these
neetings that the site would not be acceptable in the United Kingdon
precisely because of its shape? I hear no reply from Honourable Members
opposite. : Ty

HON A W SERPATY
If the Honourable Member wants a reply, I will give him one.

MR SPEAKER

No, no,

HON M D XIBERRAS

. If the Chief Minister replies to my letter I would be: grateful if the
" Honourable Member makes his point clear.

I specifically asked Honourable Members to make clear the views of the
Government architect on this, as I had in my letter to the Chief Minister.
So the GTA is still not satisfied, and Honourable Members opposite hope
that the other Associations will be satisfied. But who knew before
this, despite our questions in the House, that the Board of Education was
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not happy either. That in fact almost the totality of the bodies

that were interested were not satisfied with the School. And I anm
not talking about minor amendments I am talking about the actual site.
How quiet Honourable Members opposite have kept these matters, They
had to have the Association having recourse to members of the:Opposition,
there was no frankness in the position of the Government and there has.
been much resentment precisely because of this. Everybody should nake
allowances for planning difficulties in Gibralter, but what they cannot
make allowances for is for shifting and changing in the attitudes of
Ministers whom they are consulting. One Minister says one thing,
another Minister says another thing, one says one thing one day, and
then changes hls mind. Now this was an accusation made, and I anm
prepared to stbstantiate what I say, at one of the meetings of one of
the inmportant Associations referred to. And the Honourable Member
should know because he might be meeting them soon. Mr Speaker, I
would have thought that the Chief Minister would have « .+ «

MR SPEAKER

I it your intention ‘to speak for much longer?

HON M D XIBERRAS
Not very much longer. About five minutes.

I would have said that the Chief Minister, who turns his hand to
arbitrating on various occasions, had a splendid opportunity to
arbitrate and smooth the waters for his Ministers on this occasion.
There was the possibility of pressure from the Government as a whole,
as my Honourable Friend Mr Devicenzi said on television in an interview,
of seeking more MOD land, which is so near to the hearts of Honourable
Members opposite. And, therefore, displacing the MRC and putting it
somewhere else, Now was this tried. Did the Honourable Members
really have it in their hearts to move the MRC to a different site?

Are they telling me it is impossible to find another site for the MRC
if Honourable Members all agree, as obviously they do, that is would be
far preferable to have the MRC in a different place, and the MRC of
course would not object so long as they have access to the sea. That
is the responsibility of the Chief Minister. And has the Chief
Minister, who explained to this House what he was going to do in
respect to the right to our land in a budget session somewhere in 1973,
when he also announced I believe at the same time that he was going to
the United Kingdom to make sure that the next development programme was
not delayed, has the Honourable and Learned Member not been able to
convince Her Majesty's Government of the need for another site for the
MRC? The Honourable Member has said that he would accuse the
Government of had faith. I should think so!l Mr Speaker, I should ..
think that after-all this time if Her Majesty's CGovernment were to tumm
around for whatever reason, having coumitted themselves to this the
nain project in the development programme, if they were to turn around
and say now, "Well, no, you cannot have it now because costs have
escalated for one reason or because We are in a tough economic situation".

Y



309

*

I am sure that thls w111 not be the case, and I hope that Hon Members have at no

time” contibutde “$0 thls wish that the British Govermment should say this,

Mr Speaker, the point has been made, and it was insinuated in my letter,
to the Chief Minister, that this is an important and lasting decision,
and that, therefore, the Government should do nothing about this until
after the elections. I do not think quite honestly that Honourable
Members will have a chance of starting on this in the intervening period
before the elections, but if they do by any chance continue with this
plan, let them remember that there is a chance that they might be
defeated at the next elections and that that toc is going to remain
there. It is not a popular site, it is a site where people have to nake
allowance, the best that we can get in the circumstances, but they will
not be entirely happy.

I have heard that the School will not begin to be built for another 1%
years. This is what I have heard as well. Honourable Menbers have
assured that this is not the case, they intend to start some time this
year, I imagine. But I have heard that for 1 years, the 8chool will
not be built. I think they should definitely put it out of their
ninds that they should start before the elections.

So, Mr Speaker, I hope that our interventions here have served to at

least inform the Associations concerned, to whom I will send copies of
this debate as early as possible, because there have been accusations = *
that the Oppesition have done nothing about this, despite our debates.
People do not get to know what happens in this House, but this time I -
shall make it a point of sending the Hansard of this to the various
Associations concerned, so that they know what happens in this House

and what the Honourable Members opposite are saying.

I thank you for keeping the House for another 17 minutes more than usual,
Mr Speaker, and I commend the motion to the House.

Mr Speaker then put the queétion'and on & division being taken, the.
following Honourable Members voteéed in favour:

The Honourable Miss C Anes
The Honourable L Devicenzi
The Honourable W M Isola
- The Honourable Major R J Peliza
The Honourable M D Xiberras

The following Honourable Members votéd againsf:

The Honourable A J Canepa

The Honourable M K Featherstone
The Honourable Sir Joshua Hassan
The Honourable Lt Col J L Hoare
The Honourable A P Montegriffo
The Honourable A W Sefaty
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The Honourable H J Zammitt
The Honourable J K Havers
The Honourable A Collings

The following ' onourable Members were absent frem'‘the -Chamber:

The Honourable I Abecasis %
The Honourable J Bossano
~ The Honourable P J Iscla

The motion was accordingly defeated.

MR SPEAKER

We will now recess until 3.15 this aftermoon.
The House recessed at 1.10 p.m.
The House resumed at 3.25 p.n.

HON CHIEF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, in pursuance of nmy statement this morning that I was
prepared, so long as the work of the House was not interrupted, to-
adjust the order of business in such a way that members who were
particularly interested were here, there are two matters in which
the Leader of the Opposition told me Mr Peter Isola was interested
in, and he was not available: one is the Committee Stage and Third
Reaging of the Housing (Special Powers) Bill; and the other one '
was the question of the Select Committee on Air Communications.

In view of that, and in view of the fact that the Honourable

Mr Bossano had got two motions in his name which were on the order
paper when we started these proceedings, I would be quite happy if

he could proceed with those so, that we can gain time. If by the time
these motions have been dealt with Mr Isola is here, then fair enough,
we cant ake it, if not we can take at least one to carry on with the
business until a reasonable hour as usual.

MR SPEAKER

I will‘then put the question which is that in accordance with the
provisions of Standing Order 7(3) the two motions standing in the Order
Paper in the name of the Honourable J Bossano, should now be taken.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

May I say a few words in the absence of the Leader of the Opposition.
I think we obviously go with that, except that I am not at all happy
with what the Chief Minister said at the end. I think if by reason
of the professiocnal duty of my colleague it so happened that the

business still has continued - I think it has been the practice of this
House that when such a situation arlses normally when the time is known,

‘time is given to members to be away fron the House and I do hope that

thls con31derat10n will be'borne in' mind.,

MR SPEAKER

Well, we will wait and see what happens.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

BExactly, but I think that neither through retisence or by agreeing
with the first part of the Chief Minister's suggestion that it means
that T am in full agreement with the statement of the Chief Minister,
and I therefore reserve my right to put our case if this should arise.

t

MR SPEAKER

May I say in fairness to the Chief Minister that whatever is being
done now is being done to meet the requirements to the Opposition, and
if what the Honourable Member is saying is that unless the full
requirements are going to be met he will vote against this particular
notion, then he is entitled to do so,. I cannot read it in any other
way.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

I have no objection to the first part.

MR SPEAKER

It is not a question of objection, with due respect, because it is
not the Chief Minister's wish that the Order of the Day should be
disrupted it is the Opposition's wish..

' HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Yes, I know, but if I understood him rightly, I may have misunderstood
him or I did not hear him clearly, he said that if at a certain stage
the motions were over and we had to go on to the business in which my
colleague has an interest we would then carry on.
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MR SPEAKER

I think what the Chief Minister has implied is that he is not prepared
to adjourn or recess the House because Members cannot attend through
personal reasons, that whilst there is work to be done he is prepared
" to re-adjust the Order Paper. That is one thing and the other thing
is to adgourn the House because one partlcular Member cannot attend.

et

PN

HONMAJORRJPELIZA - R L bwgades

I fully agree, Mr Speaker; I anm not suggestlng that although I think
on some occasions, if I nmay say so, for reasons whlch perhaps were not
professional, but purely social, this House has’'been adjourned before
the normal time, and therefore, what I am saying, Mr Speaker, is that
if the occasion should arise, we have not come to it yet, where not for
personal but for professional reasons, professional reasons have been
respected in this House, more than any other I do not know why but it
has been, I think that principle and that attitude should continue even
today., This is all I am saying. I know it is his prerogative to
carry on if he wants to and we cannot stop it, and we know from
experience that he does carry it the way he wants it, I an still
expressing my view..

PN

MR SPEAKER

Right, I will now call upon the Honourable Mr Bossano,to move his first
notion.

HON J BOSSANO

- Mr Speaker, I beg to move that this House is shocked at the callous

lack of concern-shown by the Government for the fate of the Moroccan

worker who contracted cancer in Gibraltar following an injury at work

and the unwarranted delay in sending the relevant medical records to (
UK to facilitate his treatment.

Mr Speaker, the case which my motion deals with is one which has been
well publicised in Gibraltar and all Members are aware of the fact that
the Moroccan worker in question is at the moment in the United Kingdon
receiving medical treatment, and that he has been able to go to the
United Kingdom due to the magnificent response of the people of Gibraltar
who have answered the appeal of the Transport and General Workers Union
to raise funds, and indeed the continuing donations that are being made
by workers through the organisation of the Union, the collections are
taking place in workshops and so on. But what the House must  be
concerned about is the event that led up to this taking place.

The worker in question had an accident at work which was hot properly
documented when it happened. It was a slight accident, he cut his ear,
not much importance was attached to it and because of the strict
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regulations regarding accidents at work, he in fact is
not covered by the terms of employers liability, and is
not in a position to make any cleim off his_employer
because it was not recorded as an industrial injury at
the time that it happencd. This is an example indeed
which 'will perhaps bring home to many workers the
importance that there is in properly recording accidents
at work which sometimes is neglected and the full
implications of the acecident sustained do not comz to
light until much later.

So, the worker in question received treatment in our
local hospital, had to return on subsequent occasions

for treatment and eventually, to cut a long story short,
eventually he was told that he had now developed a
malignant growth in the same place as the cut from the
accident had been on his ear, and thot it was impossible
to give him adequate medical treatment in Gibraltar. He
was told that the situation was extremely serious, it
could cost him his life, and his chance of survival
depended on his being able to. get radiotherapy for which
he would have to go to the United Kingdom. = One can well
imagine the reaction of this pcor man on being given this
news. The medical suthorities t0ld him that they would
investigate whether it was nossible for him to go to UX
as a sponsored patient and Government found that under
the terms of the reciprocal agrecment which exists between
Gibraltar and the United Kingdom he could not be sent.

The matter was considered by the medical authorities to be
urgent and, therefore, the man came to the Union for heln.
We started investigating what it migzht cost to send him
as & privatce patient to the United Kingdom and we found
that within the resources of the Unions Hardship Pund

it wes impossible to fund this. The Union’s Hardshin
Fund depends on & very small proportion of the local
contribution and the cost could not bec borne by union
funds. Therefore it was decided that the Union should
launch an appeal to try and save this mon’s life.

I would like to record in the House, and I hone that it
will be reported publicly, that the most magnificent
sesture in response to this appeal came from His Lordshi»
the Bishop, who immediately mede a very significant
donation, which without a doubt put the whole project of
sending the Morocecan worker to the United Kingdom on a
viable footing. The contribution of His Lordship the
B%shop enabled us to teke immediate steps to arrangs for
his visit to the UK, for his passage to UK and to be able
10 mcet the initial costs on arrival there, for sccommo-
dation and so on, and we were able to use this wonderful
example of the Church in showing concern for = worker
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regardless of his origin, creed or rellglon, as something
to encourage. others: to donate.

I think that it is regrettable that the resnonse of the
Glbraltar Goviernment -in fact was not the same becauss I
think it should heve becn the Gibraltar Government who
should have immediately come to the rescue of this men.
He has been here for a number of years in Gibraltar, he
is separated from his family, he has got nobody to turn
to and he suffered an 3001dent Whllst earning hls llVlnr
in Gibraltar.

-The employer of course would normelly have been con51dsr°d
responsible, but unfortunately, as I say, the ..
technicalities of the thing prevented that from being
done, but, nevertheless, I also think that the host
comnunity, which is Gibrsltar, does owe something to
people who come here to work. And I would remind the
House that I mentioned yesterday, when anpther matter

was being discussed, thet the United Kingdom as a
signatory nation of the Helsinki Agreement has got certein
responsibilities in the way immigrant workers are treated.
I think we also have a re spon51b111ty._ All too often we
taoink of workers who come from outsidé and who live in
Gibraltar under really terrible conditions, we think of
them as simply coming here and that we are doing them =a
favour by providing them with & job and a livelihood.

3ut it is not Jjust a question of us,.the conmunlty, doing
.them a good turn because we are providing: them with work,
it is a situation of mutual convcnlence._ we need. them
here, that is why we have them. And if we need them
here - then we must accept some responsibility for them,
and the level at which we pitch our resnonsibility csn be
1o our cdredit or discredit os a community in the @y s of
the rest of the world.

I am not saying thet we should be concerned to heln cases:
like this, I think this is in fact a unique case, I can
hardly visualise this sort of thing hapnpening very
frequently because we ourselves in the Union asre on ton
of the situation and we have, whenever an accident at -
work, however slight it might be comes to the notice of
one of our shop stewards, we ourselves go out of the way
to ensure that it is properly recorded because if it had

been properly recorded of course then the man in question
would “not have needed help. He would not have neceded

help because the Union would have taken legal action
against the employer to ensure that all the expenses of
his treatment were met by the employcr. But it is =
unique case and I am not saying that we should be
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concerned about his case in order to acquire a good
name. - That is one of the things that will result if

we disregerd basic human rights in our immigrant
population, then we will acquire a bad name, and if we
are concerned about the welfare of immigrant workers
then we will acquire a good name. But the reason why
we should do it is not in order to give ourselves a good
or a bad immge, the reason why we should do it is
because when it comes to something as serious as this,
then human life must be considered sacrosanct, and it
should make no difference at all to us +that the men is
in fact an ecmployee of the Ministry of Defence or of the
Gibraltar Government or that the man is an immigrant
worker or a local worker, because that man’s life

having been put in danger as a result of his being in
Gibroltar is something that we must accept as part of
the responsibilities of Gibraltar bccause we have
accepted his being here. And if ‘we cannot look
properly after immigrant workers then what we should don,
Mr Speaker, is to restrict thelr numbers and suffer the
consequences. If it means that as a community we can
produce less and get less things done, because we cannot
properly house or properly look after immigrent workers,
then that is the penalty that we should impose on our-
selves. e are doing these workers a disservice if we
let them come in and then we just use their skills -

they get paid of coursce for the work that they do = but
nevertheless we are using their skill and we cannot just

use them and then when theg are no longer capable of
giving a service discard the

We must recognise that in spite of all the barriers that
there are, because they come from a different culture

and there are barriers between the Moroccans and the
Gibraltarians because of language and habits and so on,
we must recognise that for a man to be in this situatinn
and have nobody to turn to is an absolutely horrifying
fage, it is an absolutely horrifying position in which to
find oneself in and we only have to think of how we
would feel if one of our own pecople were caught in that
situation. If one of our own workers from Gibraltar had
to leave Gibraltar because there was unemployment here,
had to leave his family behind him, was taken ill »r had

- an accident in a foreign country and was left to rot or

was left to his own devices. As I say, I think it is to
the credit of the community that it has responded as
magnificiently as it has done. Indeed, as it does when-
ever an appeal is launched for help, because Gibraltar,
when there is somebody in nceed, Gibrsltar resnonds again
and egain. But I think it reflects sadly on the

m as if theéy were simple tonls.
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Government, I think the Government should heve with-
out any promvtlng as soon as it hesrd of what the
situatlion was of {nis man, and it had all the information

available because the man was being treated from the
beginning in St Bernard’s Hospital, all the information
was available to Govermment and indeed the represent-
atives of the Union made direct contect with the

Minister to elicit help. I think the Government itself,
without any prompting, should have come forwerd and :
should have said, "This is a casé that cannot be allowed
to be delayed, 1t is a case that needs immediate trest-
ment, and we will send this man to UK for treatment, and
then if we cannot do it through the reolnrocwl scheme

we will do it through another way" and if necessary to
have come to the House of LAssembly as was done indeed

over the fate of the GFA. Because after all if the
Govermment feels that it cannot let the GFA die, and that,
therefore, it .is worthy of being kept alive by having an
injeection of £3%,000 or £6,000, surely one Moroccan life,
even if it 1s a Morocean one, is worth as much as the

life of an organissation, which, after all it is only -
paper thin, there is nothing to stop the GFA folding up
and another Association being born in its place, whereas:
if this man’s life had been lost, his widow and his o
children would have nobody to look after them., I think
that that gesture was something that should have been the
natural, the instinctive and the humen reaction to have
expected from the Government, and the Government I think *°
could have looked to the House for support. They would
certainly have my support of course, but I think they
could have looked to the House for support snd it could
have looked to the people of Gibraltar for suﬂport in
this. ,

No doubt there would have been the o0dd person who would.
have said why should we spend public money on e_MOrOCCﬂn,
he is not one of ours, let him stew in their own juice,
there are people like thet, there would have been the

odd w»nerson to say this, but the way that the business
community has responded, that the Church-has resnonded,
and that the workers have responded in the workshop in
making contributions, and there are people making
contributions who can ill afford them, people who are
labourers who are getting £25 - £30 a week and have got

a famlly to support and stlll come every Friday and nut
£1 in the kitty for this man’s medical treatment. That
shows that the people would have been behind the
Govermment if the Government had assumed the responsibilit-
les because of the specizl circumstances of the case, and
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because it was in a position to establish that this was
indeed what had hanpened. The information is available,

the record of the treatment thet he has had in the v
hospital is available, how long he has been going 1o the
hospital, what the assessment of the hospital was on e

different occasions, ‘and how they came to discover what
was wrong with this man after he had been seen by a
Spbclallst

And so, Mr Speaker, I am. mov1ng a m)tlon bﬁcauso I am
shocked at the lack of concern of the Government &nd I°
think thet the House will share my shock 1o see thqt‘_
regrettadbly on so many other occasions the Gibraltar
Government instead of leading is at the tail end. . I
wish it were different. I must also say, Mr Speaker,

as the second part of my motion says, that after the

man arrived in the United Kingdom he was told initially
here that he would not need his medical records because
Mr Shaw had seen him in Gibraltar and Mr Shaw was gning
to see him in the UK and was fully familiar with the
details of his case. When he got to the United Kingdom
he was told there that he could not be treated until his
medicgl records had arrived. It would have been of
course a relatively easy thing for him to have tqken the
medical records with him because he was béing aoconmmnimig‘
by a trade union representatIVe in order to arrange for
his stay in UK and so on since Mr Buchan s_oommand of .
English is very meagre. It would have been :possible

to have taken the medical records in the first instance
had they been provided. But in fact they were not
pvrovided and the news was communicated to Gibraltar that
as a matter of urgency they had to be sent over.

This was brought to the. attentlon of the Mlnlster who B
told the representatlve of the Union, the Chairmsn of the.
MOD ‘Segection of the Union-Mr- Perez was: told,thpt the .
Minister himself would take a personal interest in the
matter and expedite it at' the shortest possible notice.
In fact I would have thought that in a case as urgent as -
this this is something that should have bedn done.
immediately, either by using a ‘pilot in BTA, using what'-:
ever weas needed because we are talking about somebody whs
was sent to UK because he was dying of cancer. You can-
not leave a man there suffering, not knowing whether he
is going to survive or not while we are going round in
circles in Gibraltar deciding how wc are going to get the
nedical records to UK. This is scendalous, Mr Speaker.
But the poor man was there waiting and then after some
more time passed, he phoned up the Union crying, saying
that they still had not done anything to him. He hod
dcen there I do not know how many days and we had been
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footing the bill at an enormous cost while the man was not being seen
in hospital because the medical records had not yet arrived. And
then as a result of the second phone call the Union again started
investigating what had happened, and this time the records were got
to the UK and now fortunately I believe the treatment has started,

he is being seen by specialists, and we are optimistic that he will
be back cured, able to go back to work, and able to be reunited with
his family.

I have not got any late information on the position because we have
had other pressures locally to be able to contact the United Kingdon
in the last few days to find out what progress has been made, but

the latest that we heard was that things were going well and we are
very optimistic that when Mr Buchan comes back it will all be
resolved satisfactorily. But we do not know how much longer he will
need to be there, or what the final cost of the operations will be,
and I would hope that the Government will not miss this opportunity to
nake some amends for their past ommissions by meeting any shortfall
that there might be between the money that is raised by donations and
the final bill.

Mr Seeaker, I commend the motion to the House.
Mr Speaker then proposed the question.

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO

Mr Speaker, I appreciate this is an emotive issue as the Honourable
Member started by saying, before he went on to talk about the GFA
which I think lowered the standard of what I considered to be, and
which he also considers to be a matter that should give rise to
concern to all right thinking persons. But when he started kicking
the ball about I think he belittled himself.

I shall prove as I go along, Sir, that there is no callousness on

the part of the medical authorities in Gibraltar, that we are doing
our share in looking after the community of Moroccans here, and those
who are not here, that we are concerned about basic rights, but we
have also got to be aware of the basic repercussions of any

precedents that might be established as a result of any particular

case that we send over to the UK, be it Morocecan, Indian or whatever
it nay be. It is not a question of discrimination or nationality.

It is well known that reciprocal agreement or no reciprocal agreenent,
even within the Common market’ you caennot, if you are in Germany, go
for treatment to Britain, you just would not be treated. You can only
receive treatment in another member state in cases of emergency and no
noxe. Now we were caught in the position
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I am not trying to blame anybody at all, I cannot. As a
Minister I take complete and total responsibility for
whatever may or may not have happemed, I can only say
that I came in round about the 16th or 17th of May, and
with your leave, gir, I hope you will allow me to read
from copious notes because this involves gquite a number
-of events and dates. *

If one establishes the principle, and this is what it

is all about, that anyone who resides and works in.
@Gibraltar can go over to the UK for treatment that

cannot be given in @ibraltar then we will be opening ourselves
to very great problems, financially and otherwise, I
accept that in principle millions of pounds -~ could be
spent in order to save not two lives but just one life,

but one must be practical and pragmatic and try as a result
of this particular case - and this we were trying to do at
the time as you will see when I go through my notes -

to find a formula whereby at least for those who are

-rendering a service, with the cooperation of their own

Government, can on matters of life and death, be

treated adequately in the UK, because even ourselves

under the reciprocal agreement do not get something for
nothing, Patients are treated in Britain in return for
treatment given to UK citizens in @ibraltar. If we were to
establish the principle that anybody who works in gibraltar,
or is payipng insuvance in @gibraltar and satisfies a gyualifying
period of say two years or so, I am thinking ou those terms -
we have at the moment an pmerican in the hospital whom we know
will not be cured either here or in Britain, but who needs to be
admitted to a very specialised hospital practically for life,
Now, if that principle had been established as a result of the
Moroccan, as a result of this human being - I hate to single
him out by nationality -~ this man who not even the pgmerican
authorities want to know about could have been landed with us
for keeps., Mental cases, the same thing; a man with leprosy;
people in the (osta who when they feel sick, despite all the
wonderful services that they have there, come here and

settle in gibraltar within five or six or seven months, What
do. we do, send them over at their expense?

I think the House should lmow that not even my colleague

here on my right are entitled to be sent to the UK at the
expense of the gibraltar government. These gentlemen who

are sometimes criticized because they get inducement allowance
and so on, they are not entitled., And they are not entitled
because every community is trying to protect its own nationals,

But having said that, the Government, with the cooperation of
my colleagues who have been working at this very hard even
whilst we were looking into the matter, even when the thing
was going on with one Union official was seeing me and other
Union Officials seeing other officials, which in a way put
the cat among the pigeons, we were trying to devise some
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formula so that in cases of life or death 1nvolv1ng
people of certain nationalities, with whose
governments we could come to terms, and provided
they have been in gibraltar for & specific period,
they could be treated in cooperation with the
government to which this national belongs, I

‘think it is only fair -that they should also make

a contribution in the same way as we make a
contribution in return for the contribution Britain
makes in looking after our own patients, and in the
same way as other Common Market countries contribute
to other member States.

We are locking into that, restricting it so that we do

" not get abuse, and we are already suffering from such

abuse, but as far as we are concerned we are prepared to
carry on playing the good Samaritan even for people who
are not even residing in gibraltar. e are already doing
this humanitarian work, '

- Now, .§ir, I think that Mr Bossano Was'perfectly entitled
%o bring this motion to the House, and at least if it has

no other effect than to be defeated, it has had the effect

. oo-of :giving me the opportunity of 1nform1ng him and the-
- . House what the government thinking is on this particular
-case, And as.far as that is concerned, he will have

achieved something in at least in brlnlng us out, which
in any case I was going to do with the statement I had
prepared, :

But what is heartbreaking to me is that Vox should publish
such an irresponsible story, in the best traditions of the
Henwood fiascol!! rphe story was distorted and the impression
was given that the hospital staff gloated over and enjoyed
seeing patients suffering unduly. gir, on Thursday the 27th
of May, I was tphoned by Mr Perez requestlng me to ask

the Director of Medical and Health Services to forward the
patient's notes to the specialist. in London. Unfortunately
I was sick on Priday - the 27th of May was a Thursday -

unfortunately I was sick on Friday; in fact I had been sick

for the whole month of May and it so happened that on that
rarticular Friday I was pretty low, believe it or not.
Because of this I was only able to pass on the message to
the Director of Medical and Health Services on the Monday
afternoon of the following week. That is, two days later,
The Director told me he would get the note off to UK on
Tuesday morning, and I left it at that because this was

rather late on Monday afternoon and the Records Office

was closed. I went especially to the hospital to do just
that, On the Tuesday I attended the meeting of @ibraltar
Council, and in addition other commitments prevented me

from going to my office that day; on yednesday, the Director
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was operating as he usually does that day; on Thursday

.morning the Director explained to me that he would have

wished that Mr ghaw had written diréct to him about this;
and expressed surprise that since Mr shaw had himself
seen the patient in gibraltar he should have already
been aware of what was wrong with the patient. He was,
therefore, beginning to wonder whether in fact all that
he wanted was the scamty note he had left behind, and he
had a hunch that something was wrong somewhere,

My reaction was, "Well, send him the note, however
scamty, for that is all Mr Perez is asking for.m I will
stress the word "notes", because at the end of the day
it was not the note he wanted as I shall show later,

The letter was sent on Friday the 4th of June. The
Direator's hunch proved right, On the 11th of June,
eighteen days after the patient had left gibraltar,

Mr shaw telegraphed the Pathology Department of st
Bernard's Hospital - and he could have telegraphed much
sooner -~ requesting that the bioptic slidés should be
sent to him urgently before the operation took place,

- 80 here was Mr Shaw asking for the note, and apparently
. it was not only the note he wanted, he wanted the bioptic
slides. These were sent immediately, but it took as I

said before Mr Shaw or whoever sent for it - because I am
coming later to something else — eighteen days to ask for
the slides. go apparently he wanted more than just the
notes that he had asked Mr Perez to be sent to him .

to the hospitai.

It should be noted that the slides had been previously
referred by Mr shaw to a Pathologist consultant in

London to confirm the opinion already expressed by our own
Pathologist., A copy of the (onsultant's report was sent
to us and it was apparently on the basis of this report
that Mr shaw decided to operate in the UK. To add to the

~ confusion another request for the slides was made to Mr

Toomey by another surgeon but as Mr Toomey was away from
Gibraltar he did not receive this request until the 21st
of June, by which time the slides had already been sent.

To summarise one can only assume that Mr Shaw was in full
possession of all the facts about this: patient as he had
examined him on several occasions in @ibraltar and was. in
Possession of the consultant's opinion on the slides
otherwise why should he have recommended taking the patient
to the UK. fThere seem to have been some strange things
happening at the other end as well as lack of communication,
I would have thought that in the case of an emergency

the usual procedure, as he did with the slides, would have
been to place a phone call which would have settled the
problem once and for all. He did it with the slides so he
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could hdve done it for anythlng else. It is clear that
any delay in the treatment of the patient since he arrxVed
in the UK cannot therefore be attrlbuted to us,

On saturday the 12th June - I think that was the

Queen's Blrthday -~ I was rang up by Mr Netto and asked
whether in fact the note had been sent. Everything is
possible in life! even in hospital! "I told him I

was almost sure they had been sent but that I would like

to confirm this and that .I would do so on Tuesday because the
Records Office was closed over the week-end and Monday was a
Bank Holiday, I also urged hin fto phone me at my house
before I left for work at 9.15 on Tuesday but he never did,
Nevertheless, I got in touch with the Records Office

and I was informed that the 1etter had in fact been sent

on the 4th of June, I 1mmed1ately rang up the TGWU office,
and as Mr Netto happened to be away on business, I
specifically urged the telephonist to take down the message
and pass it on to Mr Netto as soon as possible, -

Then at 1.30 of the same day Mr Perez rang me up at home
and I explained I had left the message at the TGWU offices
for Mr Netto but that if there was anything else I could
do for him he should not hesitate to approach me, To
accuse me, therefore, in that paper called vox that I had
taken three days to confirm that the letter had been sent
on the 4th of June is uncalled for and malicious, as

with a weekend and a Bank holiday in between there was
nothing that I could do about it. :

I would also like to point out that on the 13th of May
I told either Mr Perez or Mr Netto, I cannot remember
whom, that I was taking it upon my own .shoulders -

at that time no one has told us that the patient was

' being sent privately - to write to the poreign and

. Commonwealth Office to explore the possibility that on

- humanitarian grounds it might be possible 1o make an
exeption and take this patient to Britain for treatment
within the provisions of the reciprocal. agreement and I
was asking for a quick reply,

Now, gir, with your leave I will read the letter and I
will then explain what happened after that.

"Dear Mr Lewis,

I am sorry to trouble you with a problem which has arisen
,recently in connection with the medical treatment of a
Moroccan national who has been working in @ibraltar

for a nugber of years. This worker has been operated

on for carcinoma of the right ear, and acccwding to a
specialist requires to be given radiotherapy treatment
which cannot be provided in gibraltar and perhaps a
further operation, Under normal circumstances were this
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patient a @ibraltarian it would be possible for us to meke
the necessary arrangements under the provisions of the
reciprocal health agreement for treatment to be given in
Britain, but owing to the fact that he is not a
@Gibraltarian he is specifically excluded from any

such agreement. This case is being largely commented on
in Gibraltar and the TGWU, to which he belongs, is
applying pressure for this man to be sponsored for
treatuent, '

‘Because of those circumstances and on humanitarian

grounds I wonder whether you would look .into this
question and let me know as quickly as possible whether

~an exception can be made in this case and we can

send this patient to Britain for treatment within
the provisions of this agreement,"

This was the letter that I.intended to send on the

13th of May. But it so happened, gir, as happens

many times with the Union, that too many officials go

to see too many officials, and while I was trying to

do this over the head of the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office in gibraltar, someone went to see the Director of
Medical and Health Serviceg the Director of Medical and
Health Services got in touch with let us call it the pcO
office in gibraltar, and immediately he was told that

as this was a non-defined domestic matter and a

foreign national was involved, nothing could be done
except through their office, and therefore the most that
I could do was to send this letter to that particular
office, 4nd this is what I did, while they at the

same time were exploring the attitude of the Moroccan
Government in these matters or whether in fact they had
any facilities there for radio therapy.

Brom the above it will be seen that there was no undue or
deliberate delay in forwarding notes or anything else to
Mr Shaw, except that we were in some doubt as to what he
actually wanted, And even to this day we are still
wondering why a second doctor asked for the slide that
Mr shaw asked for and had been sent to him on the 11th,
This man wrote later asking for the same slides., A lot

of time could have been saved if Mr ghaw had given Mr Perez

a letter to bring over to the Director as is usual in
medical procedure,

I would also like to mention that all the time we were
under the impression that what the Union wanted was that
the patient should be sponsored by us, and zlthough we
pointed out that there was little likelihood that this
would happen we were leaving no stone unturned, Then
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suddenly on gunday May the 22nd at a moument's notice -

at-least it was the first time the Chief Minister and I

had heard about it - we were told by Mr Perez that

the patient was going privately to Britain the following

Monday. And there and then, there and then, in an

effort to help, I rang up the Director of Medical and

Health serwices and told him that he had better be at the

“hospital early the following d&y, because he had to

£ill some form for a patient to be put on the plane,

and unless those forms were signed he would never be

able to get on that plane, But there was more, Sir,

On that same Sunday and at the same time, the chief

Minister and I met Mr Netto and Mr Perez and informed

them that if at the end of the day they found themselves

* out of pocket the government would make an ex-gratia payment
- of ‘anything from £200-£400: we also told them that. 411

this distorted publicity and confusion is therefore very

galling and frustrating and here I come to the question

of whether we treat people like tools or not., ye don't,

we may find difficulties in sending someone to the UK

because he is not entitled, but we do not treat people

like tools, And as far as gibraltar is concerned we

are proud of what we are doing, not only for Moroccans

‘but for anybody, for persons whom I would call the

"Non-entitled" persons, It is therefore frustrating to

members of the staff of the Medical Department, to

nurses and whatnot, who on a good Samaritan basis have been

treating and operating on Moroccans who are neither working

nor residing in gibraltar. ' For eye.deceases ~ eye deceases,

- yes, despite the fact that we are supposed to make everybody

- blind in hospital - twisted linbs and even gynaecology,

apart from seeing a few at the Health centre on humanitarian

grounds, ‘I am saying this to prove that we do not, we do not

Just brush aside human beings as tools, There are

difficulties at times and we cannot cops with what we would

like to do. This Mr Netto very well knows, and only a

few days ago a baby was seen at the Health (entre and

referred to the hospital where we are also looking ater hin

as well as if he were an entitled person. And we are not

only feeding the baby but we are also looking after and %

feeding the motheéer too. 4And to mske the thing nicer we

are now landed with another mother and another baby. ye

try and do what we can and we try and do whatever is

possible to help on humanitarian grounds,

The doctors, who are entitled to charge fees for such
patients, charge no fee at all, pnd in return what do they
get? Vituperative statements in the press and nothing else,
not even thank you. trhis is extremely frustrating, as I have
saildy and though one is tempted to close the doors and apply



@

@

325

the rules rigidly we are not going to descend to the depth
other people do.. YWe shall carry on as far as possible
acting as the good Samaritan, within limitations,

because as the House will agree with me, we do not want the
trickle to become a flood. And as regards those who we
cannot treat in gibraltar and is a question of life or death,

‘~again we must open the door cautiously without in any way

depriving anybody of their human rights, but without

‘allowing other people who haven't got such a human claim to

be treated in the same way as those who render a particular
service to the community. e are looking into that and
although of course the House will be dissolved within a few

‘days I hope that even before the term of office of this

government is over something will be done so that the
situation in which this Moroccan has found himself shall
not be repeated, provided we can find a suitable formula

4o deal w1th this kind of case,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr speaker, I think two good things have come out of this
“motion, The first one is to hear that the patient is
.apparently making good progress and this I am sure is news
that this House is very pleased to hear,

The second one is that the Minister is going to try and see

‘what can be done so that exceptional cases of this nature

can be dealt with,

. And so we should be in a way grateful once again that my

Honourable Friend Joe Bossano found it proper to bring this
to the notice of the House,

The wording of the motion: I think the Minister mainly

objected, from what I have heard, to the use of the words "callous" and
"shocked," I think that they are really not out of place if one

is going to create the impression that the case merits. If this

had been padded with nice words I doubt whether even the Minister
himself would have been moved so quickly into action.

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

It was because of the motlon that I was not allowed to make a
statement'

HON MAJOR R J P&LIZA:

It is usually the same thing, something was going to be done
that very morning, that very day, the doy before, all that sort
of thing, but the fact remains - and perhaps I will come later
to explain - that there was a lack of sense of urgency right
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the way through. And after the Minister has spoken

the evidence of this is so clear thzt I for one would

not blame the press in @gibraltar, whatever the colour

of the newspaper, whatever the name of the newspaper, 1
would not blame the paper for making this a very important
and devious public igsue which has even got international
COlpotations., Yes, it has international connotations,

I am not going to divert because I am going to explain
that slowly and clearly so that there is no mistake.
Here we have in.gibraltar a community 2,500, I think,
Ammigrant workers from Morocco who were called in at a
stage when gibraltar needed them badly. There was no
hesitation, théy did come forward, and I thinlk they
have done in the years they have been here, excellent
work for the people of @ibraltar. I would have thought
that in that period of time people responsible for their
welfare and health would have had some kind of an
_ emergency plan to deal with the exceptional cases that
were bound to arise from such a nunber of workers in
Gibraltar. If one locks at the problem of the medical
service in @gibraltar one realises that this is o difficult
one. And not only in gibraltar, it is the same thing in
any nation. In England people are worried because of
the abuse of the Health Services, of foreigners going
there and being operated free on the National Health,
Gibraltar is not an exception in that respect. This
is happening today in any developed advanced communities,
But notwithstanding that I am sure that every advanced
developed community must have a system to cope with the
genuine cases, A case of this nature and I think everybody
agrees - even the Minister himself with hindsight -
.cannot be dealt as someone who is malingering, or as
someone who is trying to abuse’ the facilities in gibraltar,
He cannot. And whilst one knows that there must be, and
no one is objecting to that, there must be restrictions
to stop abuse, surely there must also be that kind of body,
organisation, authority or Minister himself, who should
have the right initiative and goodwill to tackle these
exceptional cases, And of course if the system does
not provide for that then thank god that the proper
organisations in a free society like gibraltar are there
to take the matter up. One of those bodies, organisation,
in this modern age, in this new society, are the Trade
Unions, who having won meny rights, such as to strike, and
-having improved the conditions of work. . « . . .

MR SPraKiRs
I am afraid I nust b¥ing you down to earth. You are not

&oing to use the excuse of this motion about the work of the
trade Unions,
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HON HaJOR R J P,;L:m_;

Mr Spedker, I was leadlng to the £@ct that thonks to

' those bodies - because the Minister says this is

impossible, he was telling us about red tape - I am
saying that thank god that there are organisations
which can break through that red Tape., And one of
those organisations are the Trade Unions who are now
not just looking with the working conditions of the
worker but also, after their general welfare and having
an influence in politics generally.

MR SPEAKER:

Yes, but the motion is directly concerned-at the
shock of the House about the treatment of this worker
by the government and nothing else,

HON [IAJOR R J PELIZA:

Yes, Mr Speaker, the Minister I think has a polemic, if I
understood it rightly, about what the Union did, what

the Government did, what the newspaper did and this is
what I am coming to. ;

MR SPEAKER:
Not for the past twenty minutes.
HON MAJOR R J PaLIZa:

Mr Speaker, alright. It is difficult. I would like to
do that just by referring to this worker, I could do it,
but I think it is going to take much more time, yhilst
if I make a general statement of the approach then I
think I can come down to the case,

And so, Mr gpeaker, the Trade Unions had to coue
forward in this particular case to find assistance. And
not only did they try to get the government to move,
but they went ahead and made a general appeal to

the public of @ibraltar. And if the Minister was in

~any doubts as to what public opinion ig with regard to

cases of this nature, then, Mr Speaker, the answer caime
from the generous donation of the public at large. And
this was not just empty words, this was in cash. And no
one can doubt that the general feeling of gibraltar is -
and I am saying this because I think this should in future
direct the policy of any governuent that takes over -
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that public money if necessary should be spent

on cases of this nature., If one also realises

that all these Moroccan workers are contributing
very directly, through their taxes and other
contributions, to the welfare state in gibraltar,

I think it is only fair to say that it is not giving
away too much in assisting cases of this nature,

I do believe, therefore, that without any doubt
whatsoever, and with the greatest possible

expediency, something should be worked out to deal
with similar cases in the future, although I hope there
will be no more,

As to an attack on a local paper for bringing this:

to the notice of the public, whether this was sensational
.or not, I think it is neither here nor there, I
personally have always welcomed a strong press,

MR SPuaKER:

No, no, the Minister has complained at the fact
that according to him it was inaccurate

reporting, and he is entitled to say that. But we
mustn!t take that as an excuse to defend the
freedom of the press. Ye are not now discussing
under this motion the freedom of the press., You
follow what I mean? Otherwise anything can be done
because someone mentioned a particular subject,

HON. MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I am just saying, Mr Speaker, that I think the press
is Just as much subject to what is said in this House
as everybody else, And if there are attacks on

the press by the govermment the last thing that I
want to see is that this House, especially the
Opposition, is siding with them in that respect.
Whether it is a part of the press that supports the
Government or supports the Opposition is neither here
nor there, the essential thing is . . . . .

MR SPEAKER:

But you are talking about the préss; and that is what
I am objecting to.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, I do not want the press to be inhibited by
any-hhmg e o o @
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MR SPHAKER:

Yes, but then bring a motion about it. You are free
to do so but you cannot discuss it that is all
I am saying.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, then, with all due respect, we shall never
finish in this House, because if every time that we go
into a subject that is being discussed in this House
we ‘are going to produce a motion then it will be 365
‘days. Anyway I won't speak about the press,

Let us come now, Mr Speaker, to the manner of sending a
case to the United Kingdom, I don't know how or

‘what happens when a case is sent urgently to the

United Kingdom. But I would have thought that when
this takes place 'all the relevant information on
the case should go with it. To me that is absolute
common sense., I would have never have expected a
surgeon to take a decision purely and simply from
memory, particularly on very sophisticated treatuent
of this nature. pnd I cannot understand why the
relevant department, the people who knew something
about the case, did not automatically react in such
a way that the papers were sent ‘with the patient.

I don't know whether this is the custom, but personally
pure common sense tells me that this should be the case.
I have never heard of a piece of equipment, let alone &
human being, being sent back to a factory to be repaired
without first of all saying what is wrong, and also I
think without information being provided as to the

possible cause of the problem and suggested solutions.

I have never heard of that, and I doubt whether it is

customary. I certainly have my doubts whether.

it is customary for a petient to go to the United
Kingdom without the relevant information accompanying
him, If it is not it is now clear that in future

this should be the case, I think in future every
patient who goes to the United Kingdom, if this is not
now the practice, should carry 211 the relevant papers
s0. that when the patient:arrives there, without any
loss of time whatsoever, -whoever is going to undertake
the cure can start looking at the information and
opinions already provided,

In this case this didn't happen. And what do we have?
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gomplete confusion, People wondering whether it is

the bit of paper on which the specialist wrote something.
Again I would have thought there was a special form where

a doctor records this and it is filed away in the proper
place and is the sort of hisﬁ?ry of the patient's malady. I
would have thought that would/the case.  But if what

we are having in this hospital is scribbling on bits of
papers, then there is going to be complete confusion, Vell
I heard 2 bit of paper.

HON A P MONTHEGRIFFO:
nSeanty notes" I said.
HON MAJOR R J PALIZA:

yell, scanty notes, I thought I heard it was a bit of paper,
I would have thought that recorded medical opinion would
have been perhaps more and I would not have confused myself,
But with the use uf the phrase 'scanty notes! I thought the
Minister was referring to a piece of paper. I apologise

if this is not the case,

But the scanty notes, which I propose are recorded in a
proper form, the standard fomm, I suppose obviously that
would have gone with the slides. I would have thought
those two things would automatically have gone possibly
with the patient himself to make sure it wouldn't get lost
in the way. This to me is the common sense thing to do,
So what do we get after that. ye get the Union again
coming up asking for the form or the slide, and no one
knowing whether it is a slide or a form. And because of
that a long delay of a few days. Surely, I mean, in a
matter of such urgency you don't start asking whether it
is the form or the slide: what you do is that you send the
form and the slide!

MR SPEAKER:

I think the Member is confused, They asked for the medical
history, they got a telegram to ask for the slides, There
was no confusion., According to what the Minister has said,
they originally asked for the medical history, there was
some delay in sending the medical history, and about 16 days
after they cabled from England for the slides. It was not
said there was confusion as to whether they shculd send the
slides or not.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I apologise for that, but anyway I personally would have thought
that having asked for information; immediately, wdthout any
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second thoughts, and I could say this is very simple,

. pick up the slides put them in an envelope and off
~yoU go. That is what I do not understand,

HON CHIEF MINIST:R:
It has not been our fault,
HON MAJOR R J PHELIZA:

well, with all due respect to the chief Minister I have
said that even if = +they had not been asked for they
should have gone, but I will not go through all that
again, Mr Speaker because I am sure you would

pull me up for repetition, uand, therefore, even the
rules do not allow me to repeat the matter for the
Chief Minister,

HON CHIEF MINISTwR:

I heard him,.

. HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

well, I don't know I said it again,:

Anyway, then we come to the real problem: the big
difficulty of finding the records because they were on
holiday. and because it was a weekend holiday it was
impossible to get to the record, Now I am very

confused. I don't know whether the Minister was referring
to the slides or to the formg, but the fact remains that
that could not be got because people were on holiday,

I don't know how far they can get away in gibraltar,

but as far as I am concerned @ibraltar is only 27 sguare
miles and there are plenty of telephones, and I would
imagine there must be a system here whereby when there is
an emergency, whether it is a holidey or not, someone is
called, goes to the records, produces the form and gets

'on with the case,

Now if this can be done for a local emergency -~ I hope

there is a system - surely, this can be done in any case.
Because I presume that all the records are kept in the

same place. And I presume that there is a special

office for that, and I presume that there is a special clerk to
deal with them, Perhaps more than one. Now, why, and this

is what I cannot understand, why, during a weekend when it is
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~a holiday this cannot be done and they had to wait

a few days before this was got at. gSurely, the
Minister must agree that somehow the wires get

crossed along the way, there was sone misunderstanding,
but there is no doubt that this is shooking, that some
people would interpret the whole case ag callous
treatment, and of this there is no doubt whatsoever,

I do not in any way disagree with my friend, but I do

hope that this has brought to the attention of the medical
authorities in gibraltar - and I am not referring to the
Minister, I'll say this, the medical authorities in
gibraltar is more than just the Minister. I know he

has taken responsibilities but this is more than just

the Minister, this is the organisation in which lots of
people play. a part, and I think no one in that

organisation -~ I am sure of this - was deliberately

putting this off in any way. Obviously everyone, and I
have no doubt of this, wanted to be as hasteful as possible,
but something is wrong with the organisation., Like a
connittee, it is the responsibility of everybody and of
nobody. g§o I think one can say that this case was not
treated, first of all, I think, with the considerction

that is merited, and I am glad to say that now the Minister
is well aware and I am sure there will be no repetition,
nor I think with the efficiency that the medical authorities
should be capable of, and I know for sure it is capable of
doing so because we know from their excellent history here in
© gibraltar, which if I pay say so the Minister has every
right to take credit too, that they have proved time and
again that they are capable, but notwithstanding all that,
following the principle of true democracy and the proper
way of dealing with these cases in the yestminster systen
of Parliament, as this one is I support my friend. pirst
cof all I think it is right he brought the motion in this
House, secondly, I support it ome hundred per cent.

HON.I ABECASIS:

Sir, I think that one of the last few words used by the
Honourable and gallant Member opposite were that there

was something wrong in the organisation. And I think

he is right, but it has nothing to do with the local
organisation, although perhaps it has to do with the UK
organisation, Because after all if the doctor in England
thought that it was necessary to have the records of this
patient he should have used other means to contact the local
authorities rather than through the Union, whether it was

Mr Perez, Mr Netto or somebody else. gSurely, the reguest for
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the records should have come straight.from the hospital
in the UK to our own hospital in qibraltar, and not the
way it was done. Purthermore, as we have heard from
the Minister for Medical gervices, the very same man

-~ who in England was asking for the notes, srappy notes
or paper or whatever you want to call it, was the very
same manwho had seen the patient in gibraltar and had
decided he required specialised treatment in the United
Kingdom, Therefore, this man had all thée information
he wanted because it was he himself who had seen the patient
in gibraltar.

We have also seen, from what my Honourable priend on my
left said in reply to the motion, that there is no
discrimination against the Moroccan. Moroccans are being
looked after in our hospitals whether they are entitled or
non-entitled person, as a matter of charity or eumergency.

But one point has come out very clearly to me, Sir,

throughout the interventions of the Honourable Mr Bossano

and the Honourable and Gallant Major Peligza, and that is

~ that whenever a Minister gets involved he is criticised,
and if he is not fully involved he is zlso criticised.

" yhen I was the Minister for Housing I came under fire on

many occasions on the debate on the adjournment, on

motions of censure because I got too involved with the

people., 1 should have kept myself aloof, apart from

the people., The Minister should not get involved in

detail, he should be above everything else. Only the

day before yesterday we also had a similar incident

when debating the grant to the @Fa: the Minister of

gport was accussed of getting himself too involved, There

again there was an inginuation that the Minister should keep

aloof, Now, although the Minister for Medical Services got

himself involved, it seems to the Opposition that he did

not involve himself sufficiently, that he should have gone

to the Records Office, that he should have rang the lady on

dUty * e o o

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I didn't say that at all, I blamed the organisation,
if you will remember, I was not blaming him for not
picking up the phone, but I said it should be possible,
because Gibraltar is o small place, to get the telephone and
for the records to have been founQ. I never said that he
should have done it. :
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HON I ABRCASIS:

I accept that, but still the insinuation was there, If he
did not say this the insinuation was there in what Mr
Bossano said before, the insinuation was there that

the Minister was fully responsible and he should have

gat ‘himself more involved than what he did, and I say
that you cannot have it both ways. Either you accept

the involvement of the Minister or you don't. You cannot
on the one hand criticise the Minister because he gets too
involved on’'a particular subject, and on thé other

hand if he does not get involved as much as the Opposition
would like him to be involved he is criticised, You cannot
Jjust have it both ways.

Thank you, gir.
HON L DAEVINCHENZI:

Mr speaker, it was nice to hear the Honourable Mr I pbecasis
say a few words in this session.

I would just like to point out a few things. when I

heard the Honourable Mr Montegriffo saying that he had

been called by someone from the Union, Mr Perez I think
" he mentioned, and he was ill on that particular priday,

and then he went on to explain how it took him until Monday or
Tuesday before something effective could be done, the only
thing I could think of when I was listening was = couldn't

he had telephoned the hospital and passed on the message which
had been passed on to him from vhatever quarter it was?
Surely, he did not have to wait until the Monday to take

the first steps in such a serious matter.

-~ Now, in answer to the Honourable Mr Isalc Abecasis,

the Minister for Information, may I say that although

he has been trying to defend the Honourable Mr Montegrifio in
the sense that we have accused the Minister for sport for
intervening too much, and we have also accused him of

getting too much involved with the people, surely, Mr Spezker,
in the case of the Minister for Sport, that was a long

drawn affair and there was no urgency. In hig own case again
if he got involved with the people, that is his business but
again that was a long drawn out affair of three or four
years, But in this particular case, if the Minister chose

- o get involved in my view it would be perfectly Justified,
because since it was a semi-emergency it would be proper

for the Minister to involve himself very actively

in the case, rThere is a very distinet difference

between the two cases he has put forward,
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HOW MISS ¢ ANES:

Mr Speaker, I am just going to say that apart from tulking
on the motion, I found that Mr pAbecasis was really extolling
the Minister for Medical Services rather thun discussing
the merits or demerits of the motion which is being
presented. I do not know much about the medical

history of this particular case we are talking about;

I don't know whether the man really had this malignant
tumour already and the accident accelerated its
development, or whether it was caused by the accident.

But to me what seems to be wrong in the whole history

of this case is the unnecessary delay that was caused

in trying to find a cure, or at least to give soume

" medical help to this man,

If the doctor concerned had already stated that the

man needed specialised treatment in the United Kingdou,
and because he knew of his medical history there was no
need to send any records, I think it was wrong of this
doctor in the United Kingdom not to try and give this
man the medical help that he required immediately he
arrived there, but to delay this on the premise that

the medical history was not available, If he already
knew the patient and knew that the case was in front of
‘hin, he should have started medical treatment, although
he may of course have had to ask for the medical
history of this man to be sent over to gngland. He should
not have delayed the treatment because he had no papers
with him, had no record, no x-pays er whatever it is
that the doctor reguired.

The humanitarian aspect of this: Jjust becausc the man was a
Moroccan, or whatever the man may have been, he was a

person who needed medical treatment of a specialised

kind which could not be given in gibraltar, and, therefore,
had to be given in the United Kingdom; that had been

agreed to here in gibraltar already one way or the other,
whoever was responsible to send this man, it had been ugreed
that this man should go over and be given this treatment
there, and I think that the delay was Jjust dilly dallying on
sémebody's part, and I think it was really, as the Honourable
Mr pAbecasis said, more in the United Kingdom than locally.

As to the point that no one in the hospital has
accessibility to the Records Office other than the officers
working there I find that hard to believe because surely
there are nurses and medical officers on duty even on holiday



336

who may reguire the records of a particular patient,
and if the office is kept locked then there must be
keys available to them to open these offices and
enable them to have access to the files and then send
it to the doctor or whoever requires them, They can
then of course inform the officér 'in charge of that
office that that particular file has had to be
removed because they_wére not there and had had to be
done in an emergency. There must be ways and means
of doing it. Therefore, Hr gpeaker, I find that the
delay in trying to give speecdy medical help to this
man is to be deplored. Whether he will eventually be
cured we do not know only the plmighty can decide whether
the treatment will have any effect or not. In all
fairness I do commend this motion to the House,

MR SPEaKER:

Wwell if there are no other contributors I will
call on Mr Bossano to reply.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr gpeaker, I would just like to answer the points nade
by the Honourable Minister for Information before I go
on to deal with the motion itself as regards what I would
have liked the Governuent to do at this stage, and that
ig the point that the Honourable Member made about the
involvement of Ministers. He said that I appeared to
be criticising the Minister for Medical Services for

- insufricient involvement, personal involvement in this
case, I am not in fact accusing hin of insufficient
involvement, I am accusing him of lack of concern,

and the involvenent depends on the concern that he
feels for the case, That is what I am accusing hin

of and that is what the motion says.

But in case he thinks that there is a link between

this and criticism of him in the past, and ny

criticism of the Honourable Member the Minister for
Housing who switched places with hin, let ne say

that there is a very easy distinction to be drawn, I
think the Honourable Member made a terrible nistake in
his time as Minister of Housing, not because of his
personal interest but beQause he promised too many people
too many houses, aAnd I told him the Varyl Begg was going
to sink at the rate he was promising people houses, and I
would expeat the Minister to take a lot of personal
involvement in the sense, for example, of going to the
departnent and demanding fron the people in the
departnent that they are satisfying hinm when he hears
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that there is sowmething wrong. mThat sort of personal
interest and involvement is to be expected of a
Minister, And in the case of the Honourable Meuber,
the Minister for gport, the distinetion to be drawn
was not that he was being criticised for his personal
involvement in sport. If he wanted to involve
himself personally, as a private individual, in
arranging the fixture for the gFA I would not

object at all, provided he didn't expect ume

as a taxpayer to foot the bill if he nade a mistake.
So there are distinctions to be drawn.

If the Honourable Minister for Medical gervices had
decided to arrange himself privately, as a private
individual, to have Mr Buchan seen privately, he could
hardly have then come to the House and asked the House

to pay the bill: if he-had done privately. But if *

as the Minister for Medical Services he receives a
telephone call from a representative of a Union, and

he said: "Leave it to me, I will make sure that the
records gets there" then he either makes sure or he
doesn't. I mean, he could have quite easily have

told the person who phoned him up, "look, I am sorry,

I think the proper person to phone up is Dr Murchison,

or Mr go and so," I do not think it is a thing that

the Minister should do, and then nobody would have had
any reason to bring him into this. ‘He accepted the
responsibility because in fact he went further than he wus
being asked: he expressed concern at the time and he said,
"Leave it to me." And of course it was left.to him, On
‘thursday the 27th of May. And on rriday he was sick, and
presuimably on saturday he was sick, and on sunday he was
sick, and on Monday he told the Director and on Tuesday
morning the papers went to UK,

well in fact given the concern he expressed and the
‘personal interest he said he was going to take in

the matter, I would have expected him after having put

the phone down to pick up the phone again within

seconds and find out whoever needed to be found

and have got thé records on, Thursday and had them flown

out on Friday morning. That is what I would have expected as &
natural consequence of his reaction to the telephone call on
thursday, And that didn't happen. go if he is being
criticised now it is. because he raised the expectations of
the people to whom he expressed the concern. And certuinly
when I heard from Mr Perez that he had been in touch with
the Honourable Member, and that the Honourable Member

had told him to leave it in his hands and that he would make
personally sure that the records went to UK, I expected that
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by the time I got to hear of it the records were half

way there, That is what I expected. 80 I think

the Honourable Member in justice nust admit that perhaps
people were expecting too much of him., But he led them

to believe that they could expect that much of him and,
therefore, if he raises people's expectations and then

does not measure up to them, then he must. be opening
himself to criticism, If he found that he had too muny
comaitments, too many other things, or wasn't feeling well,
I think it would have been better if he had said at the time
he was approached, "Look, I am sorry, I cannot take it
personally upon my shoulders to do this, but you must go and
see so and so," And then of course it would have becn
different, and probably in that case my motion would have
been phrased differently. But I think he has given

the impression of lack of concern in the delay that there
has been in this, and I also think, Mr gpeaker, that
regardless of the episode of the records, regardless of
that, the immediate reaction of the Honourable Member was,
- as he had said, to write a letter to see if an exception
~could be made in this case, But when a nan is supposed to
be dying, and when we know how long it takes for letters to
be written and for letters to be cnswered - after all,

-Mr Speaker, I have had occasion in the past in the House

to bring motions about discrimination against gibraltarians
and a number of other issues, and the Honourable and Learned
Chief Minister has written letters to the Foreign Office about
serious matters, and I have had to ask him months later whether
he has had a reply, and he has had o reply the week that I
have asked him., and I could well imagine myself coming here -
well I wouldn't have been able to in fact becguse

the House was running out of tine - but I mean I could

o well dmagine myself in a situation where the Honourable
Member, full of concern was writing letters, and I, full

of concern was asking him questions about when he was
going to get an answer. And the poor Moroccan

concerned was dying!

Now I am afraid, Mr Speaker, that when time passed and

we 8till had no answer, the Union decided that the thing

was too serious, that we couldn't let this poor man. He

was coming to the Union everyday and he looked sicker and
moreworried every day, and we just had to organise something
ourselves, 7Try and appeal to everybody and we startad
appealing to organisations, institutions, the church, Clubs,
the Chamber of Commerce, and workers to see if somebody
amongst all the people we contacted would come up with the
idea that it was better to provide cash than to write -letters.
&nd in fact that was the reaction of everybody except the
Government,
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The Governuent at the end told the Union, as the Honourable
Meuwber has said, that they would meect any shorifall in

the amount needed. My information was that the comnitment

given then was without any ceiling put on it; a ceiling has

been put on it today in the House, and in fact I have wade it

a point of bringing it up in the House because I wanted the
comaitment to be made in the House, after all if there is a
comaitment to supply that money it is not going to be paid
presunably under any vote that already exists, as eventually

the House will have to vote the money for this specific purpose
presumably. There is certainly nothing intended for this

type of help at the moment, so eventually, presumably, it will
need to come to the House and it is a good thing that it is
nentioned here because if nobody who is here now objects to that
money being used at least we have an indication that members of
the House syumpathise with the idea of the help being given.

As I said, Mr gpeaker, we do not know whether there will be any
noney required or not, it depends I think basically on how

much longer Mr Buchan requires to be in the United Kingdom., There
is I believe still sufficient money to cover his expenses to date
and I hope that Mr Buchan will coume back coupletely recovered, ind
I trust that as a result of this regrettable experience sone
method will be found so that if we get another case with the

same sort of exceptional circuustances - I don't think we can
expect the Government to take on an open ended commitment for all
Moroccan workers or for sl1l immigrant workers, aAs I was saying
the other day they are a third of our working population and in

terns of the strain that poses on social services there isn't any

coumunity in Burope that has that proportion of immigrant workers.

In the United Kingdom they have a working population of 24 million
and they have around one million immigrant workers, so they have got
as you can see¢ a very small problem coupared to ours and I don't
think an open ended commitment can be given, but I think guide lines
could be produced to decide which are the criteria that would mexrit
extra special treatuent because of extra special circumstances,

I think the circuastances surrounding this case are clearly the
gsort of criteria that can form the basis of guidelines for the
future, and I hope that now that the government has had this
regrettable experience ~ I am sure they cannot have enjoyed being
faced with this problem any more than we have in the Trade

Union, it is a terrible situation to see somebody in that
predicament, and to try and help him and not to be sure whether
you are going to succeed or not, and to know that if you fail

it can cost a man's life. '

So all I can do, Mr gpeaker, is commend my notion to the House and hope
that as a result of the thing having been heard here there will not be a
repetition of these circumstances,
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Mr gpeaker then put the question and on a vote being taken the
following Hon Members voted in favour:

The Hon Miss ¢ pnes

The Hon J Bossano

The Hon L Devincenzi
The Hon P J Isola

The Hon § M Isola

The Hon Major R J Peliza
The Hon M xiberras

The following Hon Members voted against:
The Hon I pbecasis
The Hon 4 J Canepa
The Hon M K peatherstone
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
The Hon Lt col J L Hoare
The Hon A P Montegriffo
The Hon i i gerfaty
The Hon H J zammitt
The Hon J X Havers
Tthe Hon A Collings
The motién was accordingly defeated.
HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Mr gpeaker, we return now to the normal Agenda without any motions,
MR SPEAKER:

We can, yes., So we will now move ourselves into committece, if the
Attorney general would like to do that.

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Mr gpeaker, I beg to move that this House do now resolve itself into
comnittee to consider the Housing (Special Powcrs) (amendment) Bill,

1976, clause by clause.

This was agreed to and the House went into Committee.

The House in Qoumittee.
The Housing (Special Powers) (ymendment) Bill, 1976.
Glauses 1 and 2 were agrecd to and stood part of the Bill,

Glause 3
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HON ATTORNEY GEN®RAL:

Mr ¢hairman, I had in fact given notice of an amendment I
propose to move: I do not now propose to move that amendument
but I propose to move an amendment to the Rules which are
conse-uent upon this particular pill which will have the saie
effect,.

MR SPEAKER:

In other words this will be an amendment to the motion you are
going to move later on,

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Yes, gir.

MR SPEAKER:

Is there anyone who wishes to say anything on clausc 37
HON P J ISOLA:

As far as this section is concerned, if we look at the Housing
(special Powers) Ordinance, the existing Section 4 of the
principal Ordinance states that anybody who has been in personal
occupation of premises is entitled to remain in those

prenises. The amendment here, clause 3(2) says: add at the

end of the section "for not less than 270 days in

every year," Now it seems to me that that means that

anybody who proves he was 270 days in a particular prenises
shall be entitled to possession of the prenmises under the agreement
relating to such prenises so long as, but only so long as he
Personally occupies the premises comprising such agreemcnt,

Now the amendment says: " for not less than 270 days in every
year." Now, that means that this clause would seen to me to be
inconsistent with the next clause that coues along in the new
Bill under which, if the Housing Manager has reason to believe
that a tenant will not be able to be in personal occupation for
270 or more days in any year, then he can terminate the temancy,
when clause 4 says that if he is in personal occupation for
270 days he is entitled to be in occupation., So how can one
clause say that he is entitled to occupation and then the next
clause takes away that entitlement because the Housing

Manager thinks that person way be away for the next 270 days.

It seems to we that that is a clear contradiction betweecn
one section and the other. I mean, if he gives notice the tcnant
will then go to.Court and says, "Look here, under section 4 I am

~entitled to be here, I have been here the last 270 days. low

because I have been away a month and the Housing Manager swears
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to you that he thinks I am going to be away for 270 days,
he says he can chuck ne out, But under section 4 I an
entitled to stay here.": I think there is an :
inconsistency there, Mr Speaker, which reguires amenduent.
Otherwise the law frankly makes a bit of nonsense,

Now, I have thought out an amendment; it is not a very
satisfactory amendment, I agree, but I think it is

nore satisfactory than what is in here, which is going

to land us in no end of trouble, this question of i
ligiting 270 days and having the need +to get permission
from the Housing Mansger if you are going to sleep away
and he decides whether you can or you cannot, and all this
business,

My idea is that Section 4 of the principal Ordinance should
be amended as follows:~ (i) "By deleting subsection (ii) and
(iii) and substituting therefor a new subsection (ii) to

read as follows:

(ii) for the purposes of this Ordinance "personal
occupation" means occupation by a tenant of the
vrenises as his home and in considering whether
the premises are occupied by the tenant as his houe,
the court shall take into account any substantial
absences of the tenant frow his home for reasons
other than those of sickness, reasonable leave of
absence on holiday, courses of studying or on duty,
which would lead the court to believe or consider
that the tenant has another abode or second home,
and in such circumstances and on the court
reaching a conclusion that the tenant has a second
home or place of abode, the tenant shall nct be decued
to be in personal occupsation of the premnises as his

hone oM

I think as I understand the situation here the wain anxiety of

the Housing Departuent is to be able to have the rizht to get
souebody out of his home, a tenant, assuning nobody is living
.there, because obviously if any entitled person is living

there they would presumably give the tenancy to the entitled
person, as they put it here, but if the tenant is not living
there, and he and his family are living in another home, then they
will be able to get them out. And I think the question -of

what that is done by surely must still rewain squarely in a court,
it is a matter of comuon sense., Is this place the home of this
man or not? If it is the home of this wman we are protecting hiis
if it is not his home and it is' cleurly not his home because he

is away from gibraltar in the Costa del Sol for 8 or 9 months in
the year he should give it up., You cammot have a home locked up and
enpty. fThis is the purpose of this amendment,
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I personally think, Mr Speaker, very frankly, that

the Governuent should seriously consider withdrawing

the whole Bill really and thinking about it and let

the new government to tackle this, because I think

this contains @0 wany infringements into the liberty

of the subject, so many infringements into the rights that
have been given by a tenant that really I think to

bring this at the end of a government's life, without
really considering it carefully is a mistake. But if it
is the intention to carry on I would move, Mr Speaker,
that this clause be amended as I have proposed.

I would just like to say that if one puts in this
anmendment then of course you would do away with the new
clause 4 and the new clause 5 and then you leave in the
6 and 7. Those would be consequential amendilents,

HON H J ZAMMITD:

Mr Speakex, Sir, I am afraid that I cannot accept, and I
don't think members on this side of the House can

accept the Honourable Mr Peter Isola's amendment for

the logical reason, gir, that what he is intending to

insert in the Ordinance is exactly the difficulty

that the Housing Unit has been faced with., por example,
Sir, how can you now say thoet a person is not entitled

"to have a holiday lasting eleven months in a year, A person
could well have another houwe in the (osta del gol. This would
work if the person concerned had o private dwelling in
Gibraltar and then you would be able to say that he was not
occupying his government tenancy. Bubt I an afraid, Mr
Speaker , that the whole object of this Bill before us gir,
is to enable the Housing pAllocation ¢ommittee, the Housing
Manager, and then governuent ultimately, to recoup the
vacant tenancies that we have in gibraltar.

I think I omitted to say in the sccond reading of the Bill,
Sir, a few days ago, that I think we all agree that there is
a fundamental basic problem in Housing, and we find all

too often, I think I was quoted as mentioning people

in the gosta del gol. yell, I suppose there is a case

or two in that category, but what we do find, lr gpeaker,

is that several people vacate their dwellings totally, go
looking for fortune in the UK or elsewhere, get soue
relatives to pay their rents for them here, and I have had
Occasions of up to and including a 3 year period.

The whole object, Mr Speaker, is that it is extrenely

difficult for us today to be able to define with clarity when

a person is on holiday, when a person is away sick, and, therefore,
the whole object behind this Bill, is to give Govermment the

powexr to obtain those very much needed vacant flats that we have
in gibraltar even at this present wouent, Mr gpeaker.
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Mr gpeaker, may I say in all good faith that I am grateful to wy
friend the Honourable and Learned Mr Peter Isola for the
consideration he has given to this watter, but I think with
the greatest possible respect his proposed auenduent doesn't
reach the solution, and I think would be not readily

workable, It would seem that the criterion of this

avendiaent would be that if a person is deened to have a

second home or a place of abode, then he is not personally
occupying for the purposes of this Ordinance, But let us
suppose a person goes shall we say on z world tour, going
frou place to place, perhaps to gurope, to the United States,
he could not possibly be said to have-a second hone, he is
peripatetic, he is moving all the time and no court would hold
in those circumstances that he had a second home or place of
abode. ; )

Again, how is a court to interpret "substantial", how is

it to interpret "reasonable", And let us suppose again

a person has family, supposing he has got family in Spain,

family in the United Kingdom, if he goes to visit then and stays,
he has got no tenancy he has got no right in the premises to which
he goes: is he to be deemed to have a second homej the court

would say no, ‘

I think, again with the'greatest possible respect, this would lead
to even wore confusion, and it is not an aumendment which the
Government can accept.

HON P J ISOLas

Mr gpeaker, I shall not burden the House with more talk on this,
My only comuent on what has becn said is that in fact this to uy
mind is much simpler and will have in fact less problems that
the ones that are proposed., I do not think either is ideal

at all, but at least in this case it is a court that is going
to decide what happens and the noraal rules of evidence are
going to apply.

In the next two clauses one secs the problems that are

going to arise: the burden of proof on the temant to show
that he was sleeping in his own home and so forth, I think
these are very objectionable features in the legislation
and that is why I think it is souwething that should be given
more thought to. But it is no use iy trying to persuade the
House to change its mind. It is going on this course, well,
let it be, but I don't think the proposed solution is a good
one at 211,
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Mr speaker then put the question and on a vote being
taken the following Hon Members voted in favour:-

The Hon Miss (¢ Anes

The Hon J Bossano

The Hon L pevincenzi
The Hon P J Isola

mhe Hon w§ M Isola

The Hon Major R J Peliza

The following Hon Members voted againsts-

The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon A J Canepa

The Hon M K peatherstone
The Hon gir Joshua Hassan
The Hon Lt gol J L Hoare
The Hon A P Montegriffo
The Hon A W Serfaty

The Hon H J Zammitt

The Hon J K Havers

The Hon A (follings

The amendment was accordingly defec.ted,
Qlause 3 stood part of the pill.
Qlause 4

Mr Speaker put the Question and on"a vote being taken the
follouing Hon Membersg voted in favours-

The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon A J Canepa

The Hon M K peatherstone
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
The Hon Lt gol J L Hoare
The Hon A P Montegriffo
The Hon 5 y gerfaty

The Hon H J zammitt

The Hon J X Havers

The Hon p Collings
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The following Hon Members voted against:-

The Hon Miss ¢ Anes

The Hon J Bossano

The Hon L Devincenzi .
The Hon P J Isola

The Hon § M Isola

The Hon Major R J Feliza
The Hon M Xiberras .

Clause 4 stood part of the Bill.

lause
HON P J ISOLA:

Now in clause 5, Mr gpeaker, I move that the last sentence be
deleted,

MR SPEAKER:

Now, the last sentence of clause 5 youmean clause 5 subclause (2)7
HON P J IsOLa:

The last sentence of clause 5, yes,

HON ATTORN&Y GENERALS

What the Honourable Member is saying is the last sentence of

the new subsection introduced by clause 5, that is to

propose new 6(2).

ION r J ISOLa:

The last section in clause 5 of the pill. that is the
sentence that reads -~ "the burden of proof that the tenant was
in personal occupation for 270 days or wore shall lie upon
the tenant" I am moving that that is deleted, Mr Speaker,

MR SPEAKER:

Do you went me to propose if or to put the guestion?
HOW P J ISOLac:

If you would propose it, Mr Speaker, I would like to say souething,
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The reason why I ask that that be deleted, Mr chairman, is
that this wmeans any governient tenant that is taken to court
under the Housing (special Powers) Ordinance, on the basis
that the Housing Manager has made a judgement - because that
is all it is - the Housing Manager has made a judgement either
that he hasn't been there or is not going to be there, though
this part only relates that he hasn't been there for 270 days,
all the Housing Manager has to do is issue a sumnons, take hiu
to court and then let the tenant prove that he was there. Let
the tenant prove that he was in occupation,

Wwell, Mr chairman, that runs a bit counter to the normal
principles of justice in criminal and civil cases. You are
taking somebody to court or rather an appeal under this

section and the tenant would have to prove that he was in
personal occupation for 270 days., How he does that I do not
know, I mean, I think the court would consider this with

all due respect to the Honoureble and Learned the pttorney
general such a bad piece of legislation thet I would imagine
that the Magistrates or whoever sits would say, w»yell, do you
say you have been there 270 days?" and the tenant will say "Yes,
I do," S0, well, he las proved it. yhat are all Governuent
tenants expected to do now, keep a diary of the nights he has
slept at home? Or get people to testify? mhis will lead to
abuse because I am sure temants will bring their chums and say,
"L,o00k, these people want to chuck me out, will you go and swear
that you saw me going to that house every night.® fo my mind the
whole of the pill is bad, but this is particularly obnoxious,
An Bnglishman's home is his castle, well you prove you have been
sleeping there then, in your castle, :

I thihk it is wrong Mr Speaker, and I move the deletion of thut
last sentence,

Mr Speaker then proposed the questicn.
HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr 3Speaker, once again one has to refute such an amendient.:.,
purely on the ground of experience. Though I agree with

the Honourable and Learned Member opposite that the burden

of proof on the defendant is not all that prevalent in
BEnglish justice I think he will equally agree that in the
criminal law, of which I know a very small bit about, there
are instances where the burden of proof rests upon the
defence and not on the prosecution.
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However, Mr gpeaker, in this particular case, the
guestion is not as the Honourable Mr Peter Isola
suggested a whim of the Housing Manager, it is

that the neighbours themselves are the first ones to
let the Housing Unit know that & house is not being
occupied, In addition to that, Mr Speaker, Housing
Unit then gets what is known as a wconsuaption®

report from the relevant departient i.e. water
consumption, electricity consunption, and the like,

I very much doubt, lr gpeaker, that anybody being away
from gibraltar for -~ and may I say it would never be
270 days, it would be 270 after one has received ,
the inforumation so it way well be nore than a year before
one could institute proceedings - I very much doubt

in all honesty that neigh bours would gang up to

vouch that somebody had been living there if in fact

he hasn't been living there, And if neighbours do
vouch that the person has becn living there then of
course it is because he has been living there. I cannot
see quite honestly any other way that we can prove that a
person has not been away.

Now, Mr Peter Isola was asking, how will he be able to prove
that? Well, lir Speaker, it isn't that difficult. I =m not
here to say how one could establish reasonzble evidence that
one has been in occupation, but I can assure you, Mr Speaker,
that despite the fact that the burden of proof would rest
upon the defence the prosecution of course have tihe evidence
of non-consumption, and as I say . . .

MR SPEAKER:

It would not be a prosecution, it would be civil
proceedings o« o o o

HON H J ZAMMITT:
I an sorry, I do apologise, I meant to say "the plaintif®
HON ATTORNEY GuNwmRAL:

Mr Speaker, I think with great respect to the Honourable and
Learned Mr Peter Isola, he said that placinzg the burden of
proof in this case upon the tenant runs contrary to the
principles of Jjustice in criminal und, and it is not

civil cascs. He knows I think very well if he would

address his mind to the point that in matters which are
within the personal knowledze of, shall we say, the
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defendant in a criminal case, the burden is on him,

Tor example in cases of licences where he has the prime
knowledge, and in this case it is a similar case:; the
prime knowledge is that of the tenmant himself, And so
it is not unreasonable to place the burden of proof on
hin,

HON P J IS0Las

How extraordinary, because first we have the Minister
telling the House how he proves he has been in the

houwe, I don't know, yell if he doesn't know how are

the tenants going to know, Mr cheiruan, People

who have got contracts in their howmes, the Housing

Manager must surely make a mistake now and then, Listening
to the Minister I don't know why we bother to have any
legislation. (e should just say, wif the Housing

Manager thinks the chap isn't living there, then

he must go the next day and the court must rubber-stamp

his order." It would be delightful if it were to be
like that, but it just doesn't work out like that, Heads
of Departments, Ministers, everybody makes mistakes, and
what is absolutely wrong, I think, is to say that a tenant
has to prove that he has been living in a place for 270
days, when it is the landlord who is alleging that he hasn't
been living there for 270 days.

I am sure the Honourable and Learned pttorney @general is well
aware of the principle that he who affirmg must prove, And

if the Housing Manager says you haven't been there for 270
days, let him prove it. But I don't wmean prove it like a
criminal case, beyond reasonable doubt, but let him at least
give to the court some evidence of it, and not just say

to the tenant, "Now you prove that you have been there

for 270 days.®

I would like to know how he can convince the court that

he has been living there for 270 days, I would like an

answer to my question. Is it the view of the Honourable and
Learned the Attorney General, is it the view of the Minister,
that if a tenant comes along and swears he has been living
there for 270 days, that's it? Because if that is what they
are saying, well he will get that very gquickly in double quick
time, Yhat is the use of all this then.
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he Honourable and Learned lember knows very well,

going back to the question of a licence, if wX" is
charged with shall we say driving a motor vehicle without
a licence oy trading without a licence, all that the
prosecution has to do is to make the ailegation: it is
then up to the defendant to prove he had a licence,

Now in this case, if the burden originally lay on

the landlord it would encourage almost certainly
unnecessary snooping, let me put it that way, to take a
tally ofeyery night in which a particular premises were
occupied.

Now on this question the burden of proof quite clearly

if the tenant were to say, "I swear I have been in

the premises for more than 270 days," that could be,

it presumably would be possible for the Housing Manager

to disprove. Because in the first place he must have

had some indication that the tenant had not been there,
otherwise he wouldn't have taken proceedings to terminate
the tenancy. But it is a difficult point and in view of

the specific knowledge which the tenant has it is considered
appropriate to put the burden on him,

HON P J ISOLA:

My question has not really been answered, Mr Speaker,

because in actual fact if the tenant is going to be able to

say there - this shows that the legislation is unsatisfactory
legislation, because if a tenant says, "I have been living

270 days," unless the department has done somesnooping,

or unless neighbours are prepared to coume and give. evidence,
and they will be lucky if they get then, the Government is

in a worse position with this than uwith the previous
legislation, because here I should imugine the court:

is going to require disprove of the tenant stating that he

has been living there 270 days, bccause I cannot see how a
tenant can prove he has been there other than just to say, 1
have been living here for the last 9 months, I have been living
here for 270 days, this year." I don't know how he can disprove
that., You can say, "well that night you were seen going to
Algeciras," nyjell alright but I was there the other night,®

I just don't see it, Mr chairman, but certainly I cannot agree
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that in an instance such as this, the hurden should . be
on the tenant. The instances that the Honourable and
Learned pttorney General has given are not appropriate
because in the case of driving without a licence the
police .doesn't prosecute you... The policeman seces

ny Honourable and gallams friend Colonel Hoare driving a
car, they don't send him a summons saying he hasn't got
a driving licence, they first ask him if he has got onec.
He is asked to produce it and then he is bound by law to
produce it within 5 days, or 10 days or whatever it is,
Then they prosecute.

In the prade Licensing procedure I am sure the I[onhourable and
Learned pttorney general must be auare the Town Revenue
Inspector goes to a shop and asks them, "where is your
licence?" yhat are they going to do in this, they are

going to go to a tenant and ask “have you been- sleeping

270 days last year in your home?" It is different, you

can produce a licence you can produce an insurance,

but how can you produce 270 days worth of sleep? (an

you produce a voucher of goume sort! .

I don't know, Mr gpeaker, I don't think it is appropriate
frankly to put the burden on the tenant in these cases.,

Mr gpeaker then put the guestion énd‘on a vbte being taken
the following Hon Members voted in favour:-

The Hon Miss ¢ Anes

The Hon J Bossano

The Hon L Devincenzi

The Hon ¥ J Isola

The Hon § M Isola

The Hon Major R J Peliza .
The Hon M Xiberras

o

The following Hon Menbers voted againsts—

The Hon I pbecasis

The Hon p J ganepa ‘
The Hon M K peatherstone
The Hon gir Joshua Hassan.
The Hon Lt ¢ol J L Hoare
The Hon s P Montegriffo:
The Hon i W Serfaty

The Hon H J gamaitt

The Hon J K Havers

The [fon A Collings
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The amendment was accordingly defeated.
Glause 5 stood part of the gill.

Qlauses 6 to 9 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

The Long mitle was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,

The House Resumed.

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Mr speaker, I beg to report that the Housing (Special
Powers (Amendment) Bill, 1976, has been considered in
comuittee and agreed to without amendument and I move

- that it now be read a third time and do pass,

Mr gpeaker then put the question and on a vote being taken
the following Hon Members voted in favours-

The Hon I pbecasis

The Hon j J ganepa

The Hon M K peatherstone
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
7he Hon Lt gol J L Hoare
The Hon p P Montegrifio
The Hon p W gerfaty

The Hon 4 J zanuitt

The Hon J K Havers

The Hon p collings

The following Hon Members voted against:-—

The Hon Miss ¢ pnes

The Hon J Bossano

The Hon L Devincenszi

The Hon P J Isola

The gon W M Isola

The Hon Major r J Peliza
The Hon ¥ Xiberras

The Bill was read a third time,
MR SPEAKER:

W2 have got approximately a quarter of an hour, perhaps we can
tackle the uwotion.



353

HON ATIORNBY GENZRALs

Mr gpeaker, I beg to move as follows =

Be it resolved that this House do approve the making by
the governor of the following rules -

Title and
commencement.

Absence which
shall not
render a
tenant liable
to have his
tenancy
terminated,

1. These Rules may be cited as the

Housing (Special Powers) Rules, 1976

and shall cowme into force on the lst of July,
1976.

2. (1) The tenant shall be deeimed to be in
the personal occupation of the tenancy,
notwithstanding that he does not sleep

on such premises on such day, on any day that
the reason for his not sodleeping is that -

(a) he is on Governuent duty whether
- inside or outside gibraltar;

(b) he is on a course, approved by
Governuwent, inside or outside
Gibraltar; or

(c) he is prevented from personzl
‘occupation by circumstances
beyond his control.

. (2) & temant shall be deemed to be in
personal occupation of premises, notwithstanding
that he does not sleep on the premises on such
day, on any day on which a person who is .llowed
to reside in the premises under the tenancy
agreaenent sleeps therein,

(3) A tenant shall be decmed to be in
Personal occufpation of prewises, notwithstanding
that he does not sleep on such premises on s uch
day, on any day that the Housing Manager has
approved, in writing, his absence from suci
premises,

(4) Any person aggrieved by the refusal
of the Housing Manager to give his approval under
sub-rule (2) may appeal to the Housing Allocotion
Comizittee,
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Persons who 3. (1) yhere a tenant is not in personal
way occupy occupation of premises and his absence
prenises of does not render him ligble to have his

an absent tenancy terminated by reasons of such non-
tenant. occupation the premises may be occupied -

(i) as of right by any person who would be
an entitled tenant under section 2 of
the Ordinance if the tenant were
deceased;: or

(ii) by any other person approved by the
Housing Manager,

(2) Any person aggrieved by the refusal of
the Housing Manager to give his approval under
sub-rule (l) (ii) may appeal to the Housing
#llocation Committee,

Powers on 4, (1) Where a person appeals to the Housing

appeal, Allocation (Comnittee under rule 2 or 3 the
gonnlittee may dismiss the appeal or allow it in
whole or in part subject to such conditions as
it may see fit,

(2) where an appeal against to refuse
of approval of the Housing Manager has been
allowed the effect of such allowance shall be
deenied to be approval by the Housing Manager,#

Mr gpeaker, it is these Rules, which give what I might call,
I won't say the let out, but mitigate the norual

provisions of the Ordinance. It is they which confer on
tenants firstly rights to be absent frow the prewmises and
yet not to be deeimed to be out of occupation, and they fall
into two groups: first is-in rule 2 sub-rule (1), duty, on
a course, or prevented by circumstances beyond his control,
That will of course be a matter for the court to decide,

but quite clearly if a person goes shall we say to the
United Kingdom and is taken ill, then that is beyond his

control and it would not prejudice him in so far as his
tenancy is concerned.

The second category of case is where the tenant hiusell is
away, but a person who is entitled to reside in those
premises, because of the tenancy agrecuent sleeps in

the premises: In that case once againthe tenant is not
deemed to be out of occupation, go the husband who ic the
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tenant goes off perhaps on & holiday, possibly

leaving his wife and children and goes away: as long as
those persons continue to occupy then the tenant is hiuself
not prejudiced,

There is the third type of case which is not as of right but
in the discretion of the Housing Manager he my at any

- time authorise a tenant not to sleep 1n the premises

There is an appeal afalnst any refusal of his to the Housing
Allocation Commlttee._, :

Now the mext rule to vhich I would draw attention is rule 3
which gives a right which does not exist at the wouent, a

" 'right to certain people to re81de in the premises when the

tenant is not there himself,

' Memberslwiil recall that I explained when I spoke on the .
- second reading of the Bill:that for the first time we ‘/
“have conferred on certain people. a right to take over a

ténancy on the death of a tenant. - A wife or a husband,
dependlng on who is the tenant, and the children. They
hgve now an absolute right to take over ‘the tenancy. And
they also have the right to occupy the premises when the
tenant himself is awgy for.a proper purpose.

. Lastly rule 4 which deals with the rights of the Housing
. Allocation (omuittee on an appeal, what they can do and &t

they cannot.
Mr Speaker, I comaend the motion to the House.

MR SPEAKLR

- In proposing this motion in the terms moved by the Hon the Llttorney

general I would like to say that it is a complex motion to the

extent that it includes the regulations, rhere are several sectlons
and sub-sections of these regulations and I am entitled to inform the
House that if any member wishes we can take a vote on the different
parts of the regulations or we can take a vote on the whole. poes any
Hon Member wish to speak on it?

HON P J IS0LA

I think we will just comment on the motion merely to say that it seems
to us unfair and unjust that anybody who doesn't sleep in premises and
the reasons for not sleeping there is that he is on Government duty,
whether inside or outside gibraltar that if he is on his employers duty/
he is not exumpt so therefore it gives an advantage to the person /
employed in the government over any other citizen of gibraltar. We

don't see why that should be the case in Govermient housing built for
the people mainly from pritish government funds administered for the
people, we don't see why a person who is in governuent duty away from'
his flat should be treated differently from a person who is on duty

for ghell, Blands or any other employer in gibraltar. It is patently
unjust, it is patently unfair and disgcriminatory., A person who is on a
course, we don't see why that course should be approved by the gqovernuen
If a person who is on a course in his business or on his employer's
business we don't see why he should go to the pousing
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Meneger to get his epprovel of the couse.
This is &l cdietetoriel Government, this is
tlie sort of thing thet people heve been
fighting against for eepturies,

And then thet thing is meant to cover_ by
circumstences beyond his ccntrol. Welly, I
tiink &gein, Mr ‘Speuker, that any court whieh
haes to deel with this would be very inclined
to sey thet wirly every circumstence is beyond
the ecntrol of terents, beczuse it is such
en vnfrir end discriminetory piece of
legisletion. And then the tenents of the
Government should heve te go runring along
to the Housing Menager to get his epprovel
for net sleeping &t their own home. Frenkly,
Mr Speeker, &nd &ll thesec problems erise
from the legisletion, he mentioned it, we
heve repeeted it, the Minister gives us

his explenation, he cennot do otnerwise -

I think he een do otherwise, with & little
thought, but cgeirn it eappears that ell
Government tenents in. their own interest,
vhenever they gec or helidey or go away

from Gibreltar sheuld run &long to the
Eousing Meneger end get his epprovel if he
wents tc be on the safe side. And 1 would
strorgly «dvise &nybody whc cemc to me to

do this. Ferhips if we cen get 2,000 Yy
cucueing up in the summer menths outside '
the Beousing Mcnager's office, the Government
will give & sort cf general ebsolution!!

Or & generel weiver for & months in

the summer, I don't know. This is whet
eppeers they must do, if they went to

be in © positier to prove tec tire court

thet they heven't been awey from their

home, thet they hive been slecping there
solidly for 270 deys, in the yeur.

The proposed emendment reelly does away
with thie need of most of these rules,
bectuse « tenant con be swiy wnd so long os
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somebody vhe is entitled under the
egrecrent te slecp in the house, thcre's

no problcm, so ¢t leest thosc tenonts who
lezve ¢ wife behind or somethlpg necdn't go
¢long to the Eousing Méncger's offiee,

end ve ere &ll very relieved @bout thet.

But, Nr Speeker, reclly why there should be
& nood for this legisletion in this form,
riding rough shod ovcr individuals'

rights to their homes. Why should it be
necesst¢ry: bectuse Goverument has
¢ifficulties ir cone or two cuses «nd

beceuse it hed difficulties in & cease

in & court. It is «lways seid that bed ,
ceses meke bad law. Eere we huve got a very
big exemple of thet, the Government has
lost in one c&se in the. courts, hes not
eppecled or vhetever it is, end ws & result
the Government terpaents of Gibrelter are now
sadlled with increesed pumber of duties,
responsibilities, ¢nd in some cases sheer
discrimireticn,

i

Nr Sperker then put the cuestion end on &
vote being teken the following Hon Lcmbers
voeted in fevour:-

The ‘Hen .I Abecesis

The Hon A J Ceanepu
.TheiHor N K Fczthergtone
1 The:Hon Sir Joshue Hesson
The Hon Lt Col J L kocre
The Hon A T Montegriffo
The Bon A W Serfety

The Eon E J Zemmitt

The Eon J K Bevers .
The Eon A Collings ; B

The follevirg Hon Members veted t¢geinst:-

Th.e Bor Miss C Anes

The Eon L Devircenzi

The Hon b J Isole

The Een W M Isola 4
¢ The Her Meajor R J lelize
-The Eon M Xiberrcs
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The followirg Eor Member wes wbsent from
the Chember:
The Hon J Bosséano
The motion wes accordingly cerried.
MR SFLEALER:

I think it would row be & ccnvenient time
to recess until Mordey morring ot 10.2

The Ecuse rececssed ¢t 6.15 p.m.
MONDAY T¢E 574 JULY, 1976

a

The Fouse resumed ot 10.80C Lom,

MR SILALLR:

If my memory dcesn't feil me I think
we ere still in the Crder of the Day
vith Governmert busines$s and we wre

goirg tc stert Select Committec motioms.

I don't know for sure WJlCh %S the first
of the two thet is going moved now.

HON A W SERFATY:

Sir, cen I stert with th:e motion on
cir communicetions?

MR SILAKER:

MNowt certuinly.

HCI & W SLIFATY:

Sir, my motién is thet this house cccepts
the recomrendations of tihe Select Committee

on Air Communiccticons.

Now, Sir, this Select Committce was appointed
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ip October ]972 end was composcu of

the Bonoursble Mr Fectherstone, and the

Hon B J Zammit, on this side of the Lkouse,
end the Isolc brothers on thet side, with
mysclf as Che&irmen. We huve gone thoroughly
.into ‘the whole cuestion of &ir communicetions
but I would like to say ot tois moment of time
thet we were undble to hear the evidence

of eny representatlve of British Alrw&ys

énd this in & wey inhibited our study of

the problem, thcough eventually we cérried

on «nd took. whet I think were very wisc
decisicns to recommend to this Eouse.

Among these recomnend&ticns which we

grc meking is the establishment of an

Air Trensport Licensirg Authority. Sir,

we all knew this cuestion of &ir communiceations
is not & defined domestic metter, but it is
vitel, &bsclutely wvitzl, not only on
economic grounds but on social and politiecl
grounds thet cir communicétions with
Gibrelter sheould be as wide &nd ample as
possible, end thet is wby the committec
theovght thet it was vital at this moment of
time thet we should heve ¢n Air Trunsport
Licensing Authority, withk tie Deputy
Governcr as Chairmen, this- net being a
defined demestic metter, with two Ministers,
twc members of the Oppositiocn, the Air
Officer Commending, &nd thougo without

& vote, the Dirgetor of Tourism, who is

very mueh concerned with all thls guestion
of e¢ir comrmunicetion.

A number of the recommendetiors waich I
would 1like to highlight herec is thet
Gibr:¢lter should support genuine upplicetions
for cherter ard also appliceutions for scheduled
 flights, as well es chirter flights, from
oints other then London in the United Kingdom.
hawve mentloned here several times I believe
thet our tourism industry in Gibrelter is inhibited
by the fect thet people from Scotland, the West of
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Erglend, the North of Englond end the

Midlends have te fly to Eeathrow and perhaps
spend the night there before they take their
firel flight to Gibrelter. We also recommended
thét we should supvort epplicaetions for tae
chartcrs trd schecduled fligits from countries

. other then the United kingdom.

There is no doubt thet. there is a future,
& greet future, for tecurism in Gibrulter,
if we only t:1lk of tourism, for nctionils

1 N Lo <
8 BUIREVERUNERAO8s 1R GET PARY R s

know having undertuken a resecrch of the
situetion ir Europe as far as tourism to
Gibralter is cencerned, the grect stumbling
blcck has becn the cuesticen of air communiceticns
between places such as Frankfurt or Amsterdeam

tc Gibrelter. I know it is not an easy matter

tc get these flights off the ground on

eccnomic grounds but it should be possible

and I do hope that we shell get them sooner

‘:rether then later.

-~

We are &lso recomnending specicl feres for
stuvdents, business people, and Gibrelturians
other then the bloke who goes on package
bolidays to Gibrelter. And I do hope

that this new fare structure vwhich the
eirlines heve been asked by the Civil

Aviation Authcrity to submit to the «uthcrity
before November, will include scme special
fares for children and cthers. We arc elsc
recom: cndirng thet theugh it is ¢ good thing that
one compény ¢lore should hendle &ircreft

and bagpage at the airport, eirlines or their
representotives should be wble to hendle their
own passengers, There arc many reasons for
that,

And finally, we &re asking the Government, the
next Govermment, to keep &n open mind on the
¢uvestion of accuiring an interest in &irline
operctions to and from the United LKingdom. I wm
not telking of nutionea 1lSut10n, in fact the
Honcurable Mr Boss&éno was net in the Select
Committee, but I have and we 211 have in the
Select Committee this idea behind our minds thet it
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would@d be & good thirng for the Govermment

of Gibrelter to become involved economicully
ton in ¢irline operations to «nd from the
United Kingdom. ;o

Tce firelise I would like to seay that we wre very

thenkful, this of course is & uncnimous
report, we w«re very thankful to tae Director
of Tourism, &néd to Mr Peul Garberino, both -
of whom h&ve rendered very VclUunle scrvice
in the Select Ccmmittee..

I move thet thls motlpn be passed.
Mr Speaker fhcﬁ~proposed~tﬁe guestiéni“
EON .J BOSSANO:

, hy w , L e
Mr Speeker, before I go inte the spccific
moticn, there is scmethirg thaet I would )
like tc obteain clarificaticn on because I ..
em not very sure preciscly what the :
implicetiors are of the House aeceptlng

this report.

There ¢re two motierns with two rcperts on
two Select Committees, «nd in fact I am
not clcar whethver accepting the report
meens thet &ll- these rccomwendétions of
the reports are zutomctically accepted by
the house ¢nd that thereforc it could be

.seid thet eny members of the House thet feorm

part of a future House are more or 1less
committed to try end implement whot tac
report recommends. I do not know if thet
is whet the motion means or not? Beewuse
if it does mean that then I think my
attitude would tend to be cclourcd by
precisely whet the implic: tions are of the
Eouse eaccepting the recommendeticns cf the
report.

I wonder whether the Eonoureble Member would
like to interrupt me and expleain,
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HcN A W SLEFATY:

I urderstend thet the I‘CI;OI‘t cen be
eccepted in whole or in part, so if

any Foncurtblce Members- does not agrec
with &ny perticuler recomncndation o . .

MR SYEAKEK:

May I perheps, for the purposes of
expleiritg te the heuse whot we arc
trying te do now, I cernot do better ther
to ree@ from Erskire Mecy, the latest
editicr, and I don't thirnk tnot this
moticn in itself will commit this
Government cr zny future Government to
heve (te implement the rccommendutlons,
kvt Juqt the seme I think ell thot ti
Eouse would be decing by voting in fuvour
is giving it its beneplacito. But enywvey
1 will read wa:t Erskine May says on the
metter. It says: Mo.o........ on the
econsiderstion of & recport." 1In other
words, the first paragreph explains thet
the House*cen go into the report, and it
seys "In consider:tion of the report
metion mey be made expressing the agrecment
or the disagrecment of the house with the
report as a whole or with ecrtuin paragraphs
therecof or for agrecing to the recommendation
eorteined in the report generelly or with
certein exceptins, or moticns may be made
vhich are founded upon or e¢nfcrce the
resolution to the committec or arc otherwisc
relevent te the subject metter of the’
report of tie business of tie committee. In
some instinces the House may resolve - .
iteelf dnto committec te comsider the report
of & Sclect Cemmittee. Motions mey also be
made upon considerction of the report of

& Select Committec for the recomittal .
of the report. Thet goes beyond. In cther
vords, I think tho operctive words should be,
"te égrecing to the recommendations cortained in
the report gercrelly, or with certein exceptions,

B
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cr meticns mey be made which are
founded upcn or cenfcrce resoluticen
to thc committee.", Thet shows that
you cz$/boyond vhet you arc deing
tedey. . You «re not miking & motion

.~ tc onforee o resoluticen eof the

eommittec but to accbpt the recommendetions.
Thet I think would mean thet further ccensider—
ation would heave to bc given to thc recommend-
aticns in order to come to & conclusion thuat
eny peérticvlar cne of them or ¢ll of them

would be cnforced by.legislation. Now, thet

is theé way I read-it but of coursc Eer MuJbSty S
Attorney-Genecrcl mey perh ps express a view

on that cne too. R

HON ATTORNEE-GENERAL? |

Mr Speukcr, I concur w1tn Whut you have swid, with
respect.

MR SPEALER

So, I don't thlnk the Eouse will be committed,

or the futurc house will be committed to huVlng

- tc pass legisl:etion to put in force the

recomwondatlons.

HOF J 3OSSAHO:

'I em mekirg this, Mr Speeker, bece wis e

I think thet & report whick is the rosult of
the work of & Selcct Committec of the

Eouse which was teken since the 5th of
Ceteber, 1972, &nd whichk the House has had
to scmething 1ike & week can hardly be dore
justice to in a weck, &nd even if I feel
thet at this stege @1l thet we cap do is to
accept the recommendations, as .the motion
says, in the sense thet obv1ously mémbers of
the Fouse recommending things as & result of
four years of study, are likely tc be in a
better position of course to irave made a judgment

.on what should be done in respect of eir

communicetions then the House as a whole. I feel that
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cert:irnly the Eouse as & wirole would need

to give more detriled considerations teo the
report before c¢nythirg could be implecmented,
and, thercfore, elthecugh- I um supporting the
mcticn at this stege I want to meke it quite
clear thét I haven't redl ly done justico

te the report. I heven't had tithe to study
it, but, if in fect whet we are doing at®
thls stago is not commlttlng oursclves, to
the future without having hed the chanéé’to
lock thoroughly into the mattcr then I

think thet is perfectly right and then one
in fact cen speek more openly in support

of the mction.

I think Mr Spceker, the difficulty of tne

problem of Gibrelter heving o say in its own

e¢ir communieaticns ie cleerly indicacted by

the length of time that the Select Committee

- has spent on the matter, and T think if I

rccall previcus occasions when this has bceen
debetcd in the Fouse, certainly &t one stige

in the proececdings of the Selcct Committee one
mejor. stumbling block was the lack of cooperction
from the tcirlines, when I believe the Select
Committec had apprecached the Forelgn Office for
information cn fares and so on end heve had

tec weit & very long time. - And I believe it

wves only reelly cbout tae time tihet the

Trede's Council went to the UK thet things
sterted beirg speeced up vhen the wirlines

vere forced te divulge cconomic facts wbout

their eperctions which they were very reluctient
te de. I think thet the episode of the
ecntribution thet the Gibralter Trades Council
made in this metter ‘shows cleorly thot vhen
something as vital as «ir communiceticn is

the subjoct cf dispute between the iﬁtcrosts of
Gibralter end perhaps the interests of a
nctionelised cirline that can pull a lot of
strirgs in the UK, then we have to rope in

in Gibraltar overy orgenisation. There arc
things on ‘which we must meke &n absolutely unitcd
stend, and . this business ~f air communications is
cne of them. '
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I have reservations about the couposition of the
proposed Aviation puthority because in fact the
Gibraltar Trades Council is not mentioned as a
possible body which could send a representative, - it
is represented almost everywhere else nowadays, Mr
Speaker, and it would be a pity to leave it out of the
Aviation puthority, and in fact it has made a
contribution in respect of civil aviation, it

sends representatives to the CaA in UK, and it made I
think a very strong case there for being a body
concerned with one particular aspect of air traffic,
and that is the interests of @gibralturian consumers

.who are interested in an opportunity to escape froum.,

gibraltar and take a holiday in the United Kingdom or
elsewhere in Rurope, and who do so through the United
Kingdom., I think this point was taken and this is a
point that is vitally important because, Mr Speaker,
in air communication, as we all know, the political
aspect is one which has been with us ever since the
frontier closed,

When the frontier closed the air links with the outside
world acquired an importance that it didn't previously
have. jnd the need for gibraltar to have a say in how

this link is operated so that it is operated in gibraltar's

interest and not in the interests of anybody else, is
something that must be more obvious to us at this point in
time than it has ever been before, when the need to defend
gibraltar's interests openly, regardless of who we upset
in the process, has been brought home to us by the recent
declarations of the pritish governument as to their
intentions on gibraltar's future.

Mr Speaker, I think in this context we must look at the position
of gibair, and the dominant interests of British jpirways in
gibair., And I think that the antonomy of gibair for example

as the committee says by supporting their having their

own flight designations, the strengthening of the position

of @gibair in our present situztion, is one which the House must
look at, not just in: the light ' of what has been happening in

the past, but in the light of what is happening now and what is
lilkely to happen in the future., If we have got a

service from gibraltar to the United Kingdom
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which is operated by a company whose interests are
clecrly  identified with the interests of gibraltar,

then I think we can, for no other reasons thon for reasons
of self interest, lr gpeaker, if we look no further than
self interest, then we can look to a greater comuitizent
than if we find ourselves perhaps dependant entirely on
an airline which has got a great deal of trafiic to
Spain, and where gpain can do the sort of deals that
tend to get done unfortunately everywhere in vhe

world where parties agree behind closed doors to
scratch each others backs, and the poor consuuer,

or the third party that is going to be affected by

the deal . that has been done, is presented with a fait
acompli not given the real reason for it and finds
himself in a position to do virtually nothing to alter
this,

This is one important aspect 1 think of the hold

that we have over our links with the outside world,

and it is an aspect that now at this point in tinme,

has acquired an importance which we have slways really
been conscious of but which has been highlighted, I

think, by other events., and, therefore, Mr Speaker,

I support the motion accepting the recouuendations of the
Select Comnittee confident, without having been able

to spend the necessary time to study them in ‘detail,
confident that the approach of the Select Comaittee will
have been in that direction, but conscious that events since
the committee came to its conclusion have if anything added
a sense of urgency to the situation and made it necessary
perhaps for some of its recomuwendations to be couched

in stronger terms.

HON + J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, one would hope that the House would unreservedly
accept the recomuendations of the gelect ommittee on

Alr gommunications precisely because of the iaportance

this has to the wellbeing of the people of gibraltur,

And I say one would hope that the House would accept the
recounendations fully because this is a subject that is not

an easy umatter to resolve, and not an easy matter %o

resolve because there gre parties involved in it over whoa

we do not have any control. It is no usce sayinguwe nust

have it, wec just don't have it. pnd that is why I

think it is important that this House should send out a message
of unreserved support if it doesn't you are beaten at the first
Jjump because we know that the main recommendation of the gelect
Comnittee is the setting up of the pir Pransport picensing putiority.



We 211 kncw th t without sucih en cuthority
it is impossible tc exercise muc: influence
cr ccrtrel on the wvir line operetions to and
frem Gibrelter. We cen sey tangs, we can
shout in this hHouse - eftcr £ll we heve becn
telkirg gbeut wir communicitions in this.
Eouse cn ¢nd off, on I would think cn about
8 mectings every yOQr. Fer whetever we sey
here just dces nct heve eny effect unléss

.we can excreise some centrol. And th t is

vhy it is 1mportapt in my view thet the
Selcct Committee's recommendation® on

the setting up of en Air Trinsport Licensing
Aatherity shculd be urnreservedly &ccepted by
the Fouse.

Now,'as fer es the compositien of thet -
Committee is concerned I think I elso teld
Honoureble Members thet the Select

Committee has becn very ecnscicus of tne fact
thet eir communicitions is in fect & nen-
defined domestic metter. VWhether we like it
°r nct, this is the situetion, &nd af course
everts sinee the report was put in hes, I
think, if hething c¢lse indiceted tc us thet
there ere & number of differcnt interests,
scme cf whiclk we control end some c¢f which

ve dc not eontrol. “And no minner of pushing
cr shouting or screiming cr whatever you wovld
like to e&ll it, cen wlter us the basic feacts,
legel, censtituticnael, «nd so forth. Ang,
therefere, we ere conscious of the fact that
en Air Trensport Licensing Autihority thit is

- set up must ,conform not just with our wishes

tut with the wishes of other people intcrested
in the metter., We heve & legitimeate and e
lepel 1ntorost in the matter and control.

Thet is Why, Mr SCOaker, contrery to whet has
ncrmelly happencé here, the Committce has
suggested thot the Deputy Governor shculd be
Cheirmen of the Air Trensport Liccnsing Autacrity.
I think.thst is = chenge from the normel runn

of cvents in Gibrelter in which Ministers usually
cheir suthorities of committees. But this wusn't
done out of love for tiie Deputy Govcrnor, ner

cut of lcve of the office or sc¢ forth, it was donc
out of rccogniticn of the fact that this is « nen-
defincd domestic matter, and it was done with
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the interticn of recessuring, if such
. reassurence is nccesséry, the British

overnrent thet we do recegnisc this

act. And egein the reason why two members

of ‘the Governmcnt &nd two members of the
Orpositicn were sclectcéd to sit con the Air
Liecrnsirg Autherity wés to weccntuéte or to
stress the importence the Cemmittee and I am
surc the House gives tc this subjecct of eair
communiesticns. The .rcescrn why we seid tvo
of eetch, which egain is ceontrary to the
hormel run of events, because you would
expect the Government te héave & mijority,
wes egein to highlight thie fuet thet we do
eonsider thet toe uestion of eir communication
is net just & cuestion of tourism but is &
c¢uestion effecting the whole broad issues of
the S(\Ciﬂl, politiceal and cconcmic well being
of the peoplec of Gibralt.r, and thet we
sheuld try @nd heve er euthority that is
balanced and theat by its very nature will
produce recsults which recognise the intercsts
of 211 the people of Gibralter, as represcnted
through thc @Government and through the Opposition,
es well as wcccpting the interests of fler
Mejesty's Government. -

It is ¢ feirly high powered commi#tce

thet is preposed: the Deputy Governor,; the

Air Officcr Comnandirg, -end the Director cf
Tevrism is put in the Cemmittce, end we think
thet this sort of Committec sliculd be

cne that weuld beiacceptable, I would siy,

te us the people of Gibreulter, &s represented
throuph their elected represcentetives, wec.
still heve & democracy here: it should be
accerteble te the British Govermment in so

faer as we make their represcntative in -
Gibrelter the Cheirmen, the Deputy Governor:
erd it shculd be accepted by the Ministry

cf Defecnce in so far as we suggest that the

Air Officer Commending Gibraltar, who «fter all
controls the &irfield, is also a member of the
Air Trensport Licensing Committec. And I would
assure ‘the Honoureble Mr Bessano in recommending
this we have been trying to rcceommend somcthing
thet is preactical .and something thit can be
defended in the areas where this will be
discussed.
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I think this is very importent, becwuse
WA T ey et fhp M T o IR RS RAT S e R ng o

to grips with tho very eomplex ‘problems
thet Gibrelter is feced with and thet air

COmmunications produce.

The committec heas becn sittirng for four
years, and in fact there was o committee

in, the last House of Asse¢mbly thet set, I
think f£4r & year and &« half, and the
committee has reccgniscd the ccocmplexities

of eir trevel and we have tried to :
procduce 2 report thet sShculd enable all

the parties interested in this very .
importent arca of activity, as far as =
Gibreltar is concerned, all the pearties
interested be get tegether and try and

try znd pull tegether fcr & faircr deal for
2ll parties intcrested irn air communiceticns:
the zirlines, the lccel airlines, the local
travel agents, I think everybody there will
sce that the committee has tried te be very
cbjective in its attitude te ¢ir communications
end has tried to produce a report that bears
very much in mind the interdsts of all those
conrected with air communications.

Sir, I hope thit the EHouse will give its firm
suppert tc this because ence this report is
agy;oved wve can then move on to implementation
of it, which will be no easy matter but which
has no hope of implcmentuation if the House
decesn't give it its unreserved support.

- BEON 4 § MONTEGRIFFO: _

There is ne doubt, as the Eonoureble aend Learncd
Mecmber who has just spoken has seid, the questicn
of Air Communiceations is a difficult preblem, but
one vhich vitally affects the 1ifé¢ of Gibrelter in
the perticuler situetion we are living in.
konethelgss we hepe thet the enthusiasm and
optimism shcwn by all members of the Fouse will
get us there, or &t least pert of the way. The
Gevernment cof course unreservedly gives its
support te the recomrendations and we hcepe thet
perheps between the interregnum betwecen now

and the next generzl electicns, we might be aktle to
push ahead if nct with all, ot lcast with part of
the recommendetions,
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ECN M }IBERRAS:

Mr Spceker, the*words "of vital interest™
erc used in this House rather freqgucently,

end their connotstion, their meaning,

becomes diluted in thé proccss. I think «ll
members will agree thet the subject matter of
this Ccmmittee's delibcrations cun be properly
described as being of vitel interest to
Gibrelter, The line of communicution is by
far the most impcrtant cne, e¢ven more
importent ‘then our sea lenes in the present
circumstences, and, therefcre, the
deliberetions , the recommendations of this
eommittec, arc matters cf the greatest
interest end cf vitel importenee.

The two mein recommendations c¢f the committee
. arc numbers 1 end €, nemcly, the setting up
-ef the Gibrealtsr Air Transpert Licensing
Autherity and the flight designetion of the
existirng Gibrelter Airline.

I have not the slightest doubt, Mr Speeker,
that in the relimate of opinicn which I have
assessed &t first hand in « rceceent visit to
London, this particular arca needs te be
cuerded because it is the centre of &any future
talks on the future of Gibralter, and perhaps in
‘practical tcrms the most importent point to
guard. The Spunish pressurc con the wirpert
has beenTscmething we huve experienced over a
gocd numbcr cf years now, wita the air ban

end the consecuent restrictions on our
communicaticns, and it is absolutely essential
for us in Gibrelteaer that these communiceticns
sheould be in safe hands.

. Of the operctors eveileble it is Gibrelter

Airways undoubtedly that has the closer ¢f the
"twe interests in maintaining Gibraltar's intercsts.
I think it is importent that thag airline:,
Gibrelter Airways, should not have an empty
‘right te the root &nd therefecre flight
designeticn for Gibraltaer Airways is of the

utmost importence in the circumstences.

[
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I think tkhis is very important, bececuse

%u%%%rg vy setaIq Air Tr?%sgalnkL%gegglng >t
Yo grips with tho very eomplex problems
thet Gibrelter is feaced with wnéd that wir
COmmunications produce. -

The committec hes becn sittirng for four
years, &nd in fact there was o committee

ip the last House of Asscmbly that set, I
think 51 & year und & half, and the
committee has recognised thb ccmplexities

of eir trevel and we have tried to _
prcduce a report thet shculd enable all’

the parties interested in this very. -
importent,arca of activity, as far as
Gibreltur is concerned, all the perties
‘interested be get together wnd try and

try end pull, tegether fer a faircr deal for
all perties intcrested in air communiceticns:
the &irlines, the lecal airlines, the local
travel egents, I think everybody there will
sce that the committee has tried te be very
.cbjective in its attitude tc ¢ir communiceticns
and has tried to precduce a report that bears
very wuch in mind the interests of all those
conrected with air communicutions,

Sir, I hope thet the House will give its firm
suppoert te this because once this report is
ag;yovod we can then move on to implementation
it, whici: will be no easy matter but which
has no hope of implcmenteation if the House
dcesn't give it its unreserved support.

EON # I NMCHTEGRIFFO:

There is ne doubt, as the Honourable and Learned
Member who has Juqt spoken has s&id, the cuesticn
cf Air Communicetions is a difficult préblem, but
cne which vitelly aeffects the 1life of Gibralter in
the perticuler situation we are living in.
konethelbss we hope thet the enthusiasm and
optimism shcwn by all members of the Eouse will
get us there, or at least pert of the way. The
Gevernment cof course unreservedly gives its
support tc the recomnendations and we hcpe thet
perheps betwecn the interregnum between now

and the next generzl electicns, we might be able to
push ahead if nct with all, et lcast with part of
the recommendeticns,
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ECN M XIBERRAS: * o R

Mr Speegker, the words = "of vital interest"
arc used in this House ruther freguently,

eand their cornotetion, their meaning,

becomes diluted in the process. I -think «ll
'members will agreé thet the subject matter of
this Ccmmittee's deliberations cen be properly
described as being of vitel interest to
Gibrelter.,  The line of communicution is by
far the most impcrtant cne, even morec
importent then our sea lenes in the prceent
circumstances; end, therefcre, the
deliberetions , the recommendations of this
eommittec, arc mattérs cf the greatest
.interest &¢nd of Yital importenee.

‘The two 'mein recemmendations cf tire committee
arc numbers 1 &nd 6, nemcly, the sctting up
of the Gibrealtsr Air Transpert Licensing
Autherity and the flight designetion of the
existing Gibrelter Airline. -

I have not the slightest dcubt, Mr Specker,
that in the elimate of opinicn which I have
assesscd &t first hand in o recent visit to
London, this particuler arca needs to be
guarded because it is the centre of &ny future
talks on the future of Gibralter, and perhaps in
pructlcal tcrms the most important. point to
guerd. The Spunish pressure on the eirport
has becn scmething we have experienced over a
geced numbcr cf years now, wita the air ban

end the consecuent restricticns on our
commynicaticns, and it is absolutely esscnticl
for us in Gibrelter that these communicaticns
should be in s«fe hands.

Of the cperatcrs evaileble it is Gibrelter
Airways undoubtedly that has the closer of the
. twe interests in meinteining Gibralter's intercsts.
+ I think it is important that theg airline
Gibrelter Airways, should not have an empty
right te the root:and therefcre flight
" designeation for Gibreltar Airways is of the
utmost importencce in the eircumstences.,
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The Honoureble Mr Boss&ano has mentioned the
"you seratch me and I'll scratch yvou
syndrcne, &nd &ll Honourable Members who have
becn involved in one way or unother in the
cuestion cf &ir communicuticns must recognise
that even desplte whet friends we may have on
the Boards of thesg‘lntcrnatlonal compenies,
there coes come & moment when the international
Obllgutlons end interest cf these companies
are put in the commercial balence with
their' obligations, or’ even Her. M&Jesty s
Governwent's cbligations to &« small territory
like Gibrelter., And, therefore, Mr Speaker,
in the seme way as in onc time it used to be
argued by Honoureble Members on this side there
should be enother operator' in the férm of the
cther a1r11nes, British Caledonian, similarly
I thirk it is impcortent thet tlhe second operator
with the direct Gibrzltar connection should be
supported, and I em glad that Honoureble Members
working in the Select Committec have come to
. this conclusion, .
v . 1
Mr SpeeKer, if I had ever any reservations
. &bout having & Gibrulter Air Transport
Licensing Authcrity, those reservations
have disappeared now. I would have preferred
that these recommendations, ‘especially this one,
the first &nd the most important, had come in
different eontext of time, & time- when it weould

Dink, beimetROBE b1 RORORRA e HERROFErNEE the
he proeess of bclng strengtnened, and that

thc requests for a Gibralter #ir Transport
Licensing Autiicrity in nc way detracted or -
undermined the firmness: of these 1links,
Honcureble Members are aware the setting up
cf svch an euthority does have certain »
constitutional connotetions, and it has been my view
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thet preposels cof this neture should be
ccunter balenced by the opposite type of
develeopuent, nemely the clesirmg up -
cf links betwecn Gibraltar and Britein. ‘
. Despiteé this I heéve nc reserveations
~ beceguse I feel thet the climate, the
interneticnel elimete and the climate in
Lenden, is such &s to warrént & very
.‘determined effort by the pecple of’
,Gibraltar to-essure their vitel \
ihterest in so far es it is possible for
them tc do so, &nd to do thls by having
a ‘direct say in these Vltal ereas. such
&s air ccmmunicétions. :

“Fhen the'Honourable Mr Bosseno &sked - (
tc whet extens: this report wes binding our

Members of the Eouse he might well have

hed other things in mind, I have inimind

perticularly these two recommendaticens, Nos

1 2nd 6, because I fecel thet we must have

a dlrect sey in this warew, especielly in (
the coming years, in the next year, or the

next twe years. I em sure¢ thet the :Gibreltir

- opceraters of Gibeir must feel pleased with

_the recommendetions of the Committee nct

purely beeause of &« financizl interest, ;

but 2lso beczusec they above &£ll must see the. P
epproaching situetion with scme trepldatlon,

with scme coneern. .

Mr Spe&ker, the Committee makes & recommendation

- that the Govermment - &s -peragraph 9 of

. the recommendaticen - shculd keop &n open P
:mind ¢n the possibility of acquiring &n

interest in eirline operetions to «nd from

the United Kingdom. Even thcugh I have the

greetest respects certeinly for my Honoureéble

Colletgue, Mr Peter Isole, whose work on

behelf cof eir communic&tions hés been P
outstanding in the course cf this House, I

de not know whether Eoncureble Members in

the committee &pprecicted fully the value of

this recommendetion., I say this not in ordeﬁt
to diminish the intelligence and the foreS1g
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cf Honcurgble Members, -but becazuse I &m sure

.thet if there werc tc be any attémpt at & foreign
:power moving intc the aree of c¢ir communicaticns

this perticular recomnendeation, which advocates
thet the Gevernment shculd take @« more direct

hend in &ir communications, would'be of very
~.greet velue to Gibrealter, ' And if Eonourable

. Members on the Committee were ‘awere of this

) possibility, I compliment them on its inclusicen

in the report; if they were not I cen say

i,thgt it has becn & stroke cf luck thet it has

been includedq

I eccept the report unreservedly, I give it my

full support. It is signed by twe Honourcble

Members from this side of the LEouse, and in

so fer as I &m concerned, it will be honcured.
ok

As regards the cother recommcndetions, perhaps

before I say something about them, I should

ﬂ speek @bout the Deputy Governor as the

Cheirman of the Authority.

Nr Speeker, in the ebsence of the strongthening
of the links I was- talking ebout & moment

ago, I think it is both wisc constitutionally
and prudent politicelly, to have the Deputy
Governcr as the head cf this Authority. To

heve done otherwise might have suggested,

agein in the ebsence of the strengthening of
this link, scmething quite different which
would have been imprudent politic&lly.

Mr Speeker, I know KEonourcble Members &re well
disposed to this report, it will be for a
future Government to try to esteblish it

eand I do hope that this process will begin
early in the life ¢f the new Government and

. that the new Government acts strongly in
~ this metter because it is of vitel importance.

The cther matters, I think, express & gencrel
indiceticn of the way fares and so forth

shculd be developed. I oppreciate that one
cennct be specific about these things beceuse
the problem to be met &are subject to a changing
pattern, but broadly speaking, if I may say so
with gre&at respect, I think thet they are right,
thet the mix may be changed, but the 1ngredients

are



374

P eorroct

The 1nter(ats cf the Gibreltor Govornmcnt in
tirline operztins: when end if it becomes
necessery tc give concrete expressions by

* participe¢tion, sheuld epply to & number of

" recomnendations listed on pages 13 and 14,
The -first cne I would imegine would be. the
Air Terminal itsclf, which .should remein

in Gibrelterien hunds and be subject
primerily to Gibrelterien interests. It hes
teken the Committee four. yetrs to produce this
‘rerort, I compliment the Members of the
Committee whe have produced it and urge the
"Hause to beer it very much in mind in the
developing politicel cllmute.

HON LT COL J L HOARE

Mr Speaker, I em going to be brief. I support
end «ccept tHe.report of the Select Committce
unreservedly. This is & subject which has
cbv1ously been gone into very very thoroughly
since it has .so meny cenflicting facets, and

I would like to eongretulaete first of all

the members who Produced such an excellent
report -

I havo just cne little disapp01ntment which

I fecl I must express, The report has clecrly
gone very deoply into the guestion of the
movement cf Gibrelterians from Gibrelteaer to

the United hlrgdom and back, quite rightly,

but I cenrot sec from the report I may be

wrong, that 'they Have not given the s ame

smount of ccensideration to the very many
Gibrelterians whe live in the UK &nd went to

‘come end see their femilies:here.in Gibralter,
"who alsc do pot want to get invelved in

package tours but went tc come and live with

their reletives. I think that when the
Authority is sect up they will take this into
consideration. There is « 'very large Gibrealterien
populetion living in Britein who want to come home
regularly every year to se« their own folks,

an
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their ovn kith and Xkin.
EON ¥ M ISOLA:

Mr Speeker, I fully escecicte myself with whet
the Minister fer Tourism, Trade wnd Ecconcmic
Develcepment heas szid and with my brether,

both cf whom &rc mcmbers of this Committec,

I do not wish to repeat whet they heve said

but there is cne point in the report which

I think necds to bear ocut & little more,

.and thet is the summury recommendations number
3, in which we recommend th«t we would scriously

.reconsider cherter operations ceming into
. Gibralter, and in this cournection I &m glad te

see that one chearter is now opercting from
Dublin to Gibralter apart from that run by the
Gibrelter Group. This in itself is very
cncouraging «t present end we hope that it
wvill ge from strength to strength.

Cn the sad note, Mr Speaker, at puge 6,
we steted thet in order to fill existing

_ number. cf hotel beds in Gibrealtar and tc

allew for. exp&nclon and increaskng bed
occupancy in Glbrcltar, vhich plays & very
importent pert in our cconomy, we considerecd
thet we needed something like 26,000 zir
seats per ennum, which the House will

see is quite a substantial number of scats
which we require at this present time, in
crder to fill our beds in Gibreltar wnd to
allcw for ex;dn31cn end increasing bed
occupéncy.

Now thet, Mr .Speaker, is a hurdle which we

will héve to surmount if we wish tourism

to procceced at an increcase. &nd not at a
deercasc., Therefore, Mr Spcaker, I am mcre
than pieased to sec this new plane charter from
Dublin coming to Gibralter.

Of course being & member of the Committee I
wheleheartedly recommend this report to the

Eouse and of course I would like to ascociate
mysclf cnce agairn with vhat the other members of
the Sclect Committee have sc¢ far said te this house.



HON L DEVINCENZI

'Mr Speeker, I will be briefer than the
Bonoureble and Geallant Coloncl Hoare.

I wculd like to mike one peint which I
think is & velid peint, especially after
he latest memorendum of the British
Government, @nd that is that whichever (

- Government comes into 'power after the

"next elections - if we have them -

they should urge the British Government to

come out openly «nd sincerely as to whether

" there arc ‘any chences of Gibreltir being

2llewed te establish &n Air Trensport (
Licensing Authority and whet help if any cen

be expected from the British Govcrnment,

beceuse after &ll they end their views und their
- stend ir fact will be the ultimate authorlty

on .this.,

Now, Mr Speasker, whet I want to say

‘most emphatically is tliet wé shculd be told
plainly &nd in a strcl sht forward manner

what we cen expect, and I repeat, Mr Spcaker,
end I think it is worthwhile'ropeating,

thet I urge any future Government of

Gibrelter tc ask for plain speaking from

"the British Gevernment and let us be told
‘now,not in two cr threec ycars tlme, wvhat is at
stake for us., - . :

MR SFREAKER:

rhis is vis a vis cir communications?

HON L DEVINCENZI:

CAir communlcctlons, and whllst they are

about 1it, anythlpg elsc. <

HCN MISS C ANES:

Mr Speaker, on the point here in the report abecut
trying to increase the coperaticns in 1977, I belicve
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there have becn ropresbntctlons made to

these egents tc also try te get fllghts

from Gibraltar to Ircland but no

replics have be:n received. I believe one

of the trevel agents in Gibralter hee been
~trying te find' out. My knowledge of the
situation is thet Martins Travel doibring

over teurists from Irelend on package tcurs
but they do nct teke any tourists:from Gibrulter
wishing tc visit Ircland, and I wender whether
~this committec or &anybody who comes in after
the next elections would be looking into this
situetion of also providing a flight from
Gibreltaer to Ireland through this agency.

Hes the Minister eny knewledge cof any
representetions made to Martins Travels about
“this?

MR QPEAKLR°

You exercise ycur rignht to reply 1f no one
else wishes to speak on the rcport.

HCN MISS C ANES:
~ Later on Wlll do, Mr Speckcr.
‘MR STEAKER:

Right, then I will call 6n-the mover to reply
unless ne one in the Oppositicn has got the
right anyway.

HOMN A W SLRFATY:

In exer0151ng my right to reply' I will say thet
I am delighted with the words of the different
Honcureble Members whe have spoken.

I teke the point c¢f the Heonourable Coloncl

Hoare cn the cuestion of facilities for
Gibrzlterians living in the United Kingdom to

cceme and spend their helidays with their families.
It is nct actually mentioned in this report

but I em sure thet any future Govemment or
vhoever is going tc try and implement this

report, end I agrec with what the Honourable

Mr Montegriffo has said, that this Government
should try &nd get this report cr at least part of
it, implcecmented in the intecrim period, I am
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sure that the point reaised by
Coloncl Bocre will be teken note of.

In answecr to the Honourzble Miss Ancs I
must say thet I am net awarc thet there he
becn any suggcstior from the local travel
agents for Gibralterians tc travel on
package holidays to Dublin, but I will
lock intoc: this matter. We have, in
cur study cf the p0551b111ty scheduled
artcr flights to cther perts of Europe,
bcrne this very much in mind, and I will
go intc these métters as a separate issue.
Thunk you. :

er Speukor .then put the cuestlon which was
resclved in the affirmctive.

The moticn was accordingly carried,
ECON. A ¥ MONTEGRIFFO:

Sir, with your leave I beg to move that
under’ Standing Ordcr 7(8) leave be
granted to lay on the Table the Report
of the Select Committece on Broadcasting,
cut ¢f the regular line of business.
Sir, the reason why this was not dcne
before is because the report only

came to hand this morming and I hoype the
Ecuse has nc cbjection to this.

MR SITEAERLR:

I will then propose tiie cuestion which is

th:t under Stending Order T7(38) the

‘Report of the Select Committec on Broadcasting
shculd be laid cn the table. This was agreed to.

[
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MR SPEAKER
Right, so I will then order that the gelect Comuittee
Report on Broadcasting be laid on the table, and that
in due course it will be considered, and that it should
of course be printed, which in our teruinology means
stencilled, ye will continue with the motions now.

REPORTS OF COMMITTELS
HON A W SHRPATY

gir, I have the honour to move that this House accepts
the recouwendations of the report of the gelect
goauittee appointed to consider the prade Licensing
Ordinance 1972. %

“ago
The House will recall that as 103;/38 the end of 1972
the Traode Licensing Ordinance was passed. and they
will recall too that this Ordinance, ‘even in the
opinion of the governuent, was necessary as a
result of @gibraltar's entry into the Ruropean REconoilic
Commaunity, The Opposition wasn't very happy about
this Ordinance and neither was the governaent, but it
was, as I renewmber having said then that it was a
necessary evil if we were going to protect Gibraltarians
against a possible 250 million competitors., go in January
1973, 3+ years ago, a Select gomaittee was appointed and
the composition of that select Committee was the
Honourable Messrs Peatherstone, Zannitt, Peter Isola,
and Joe Bossano, with wyself as Chairman,

Now, this is a knotty problem, this guestion of trade
licensing, and the committee has taken 3% years to

finalise its deliberations. and I do not want to say

what I am going to say as an excuse, but we were

rather inhibited by the opinion of the Foreign and Commonweslth
Office during quite a long period of time, I remeuber

the llonourable Mr Peter Isola and igyself talking to

experts in the poreign and gomuonwealth Office in

London as to the validity of this mrade Licensing Ordinance,
and we were then told that they had reservations, put
happily, gquite recently, the poreign end (ommonwealth Office
experts have come with the opinion that this Ordinance is
not ultra vires to EEC regulations as long as it does not
discriminate between a gibraltarisn and an ER¢ national.

go this wmade the work of the gelect Coumittee far easier
and this enabled the Select Comaittee to report to this
House in time for me to stand up and propose that the report
be accepted,
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Now, there is one important recomuendation of this

report which alters the prescnt set up of trade

licensing. At present that the prade Licensing

goiteittee decides whether a licence ought to he

granted or should not be granted, and it is up to

them to decide whether subsection l4(i)(f), I believe

it is, where the need of the comwunity generally if the trade
or business is to be carriedare adequately provided for,

it is for this Comuittee to decide whether that particular
trade is adequately provided for or not.

This Comaittee, as this Honourable House knows, is

comnposed @f a number of representatives of the Unions,

the Chamber of (omuerce, and a nuiber of independants -

I will come to the comuittee in a moment., But the

mest iaportant recoiwendation is that in future it should be
this House by resolution, on a proposal by whoever is

the Minister for Trade, that should decide which

trades are adequately provided for and no further

licences should be granted, And these resolutions can

be changed at the suggestion of the Minister for Trade, and
if the House agrees, from time to tiuwe, ¥e have

mentioned in this gelect Couuittee a period of one year but
it could be less or more,

Another recoumwendation of the Select Couwittee is that the
Trade Licensing comaittee should be abolished and should be
replaced by a panel of 3 officers of the government, the
Crown Counsel, who would be the Chairman, the Consunmer
Protection Officer, and the pinance Officer, I would say
straight away that the Honourable Mr Bossano has reservetions
on this particular recomuwendation., I would rather say so
nyself than have Mr Bossano stand up and say that I have
wisled this House, So these are the two major recoumendations,

Other suggestions of course are being made and I will wention
two or three, but the wmain recoiwendation is that the

Trade Licensing Ordinance should carry on existing, and if

I way say so, as the architect of the original Ordinance, maybe
> nay I be allowed to say that this in a way vindicates my
thinking on December, 1972,

)
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There are other recounendations, as I said, because one of
the sections- of the Ordinance now states that businesses

and trades in new developuent projects should be

exenpt frowm the Ordinance, but the suggestion of the

Trade Licensing gelect Countittee is that the Developuent

and Planning Comuission should have powers to lipose
conditions, on planning grounds of course, on the use of
these premises in new developuent projects as to the

type of trade, and of course &s a result of that there is

a recomuendation that a tradé, a business which has been
allowed in a new development project, should not automatically
be transferrable outside the developuent project. Furtheriore
is a business is allowed in one part of gibraltar

because there are not enough businesses of that kind in

that particular part of @gibraltar, the Belect Counittee
recommends that that business cannot be transferred to
another part of gibraltar without the permnission

of the gommittee. And of course the reason for this
recouiendation is obvious, because whereas the new

proposed Trade Licensing coumittee will authorise

a certain type of business in one part of gibraltar

because in that part of gibraltar that particular trade is
not adequately provided for, it is fair that that particular
businessman should not be able freely to move to another
part of Gibraltar where the trzde is adeguately provided
for,

“|Je are also uwentioning as a recomuendation of the gelect

Comaittee that other kinds of businesses which do

not now coie under the uwbrella of the Trade Licensing
Ordinsnce and which are authorised under other Ordinances —
for example, bars, tobacco and things like that ~ should
also be authorised, in the first instance, by this new
Trade Licensing gomuittee,

Another recomaendation is - and I will finalise with

that - that there will be, if this House accepts the
recouwendations, a further appeal to the Suprene Court should
the appellant not get satisfaction in the gtipendiary
Magistrates Court. Aand here again I would’like to thank

once again Mr Paul Garbarino, who worked with us throughout
477 meetings, and Mr Joseph pabre, the cooperstion of both

of whom has been very valuable,

I recormmend the motion to this House,
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HON P J ISOLA
Mr Speaker, we support the motion,

The recommendations of the prade Licensing gelect

gomuittee were not unfortunately as easy to arrive

at as those on air communication, phe House will see

that we had a vast nuuber of meetings and that

really it was a problem.and whether we have satisfactorily
solved it or not I don't think weunbers of the

Select Comuittee can be sure., But I think that the

main decision we have to make is whether there should be

a Trade Licensing Ordinance at all in @ibr.ltar, This was
something where there were pros and cons either way,

and it was-a very very firm and balanced decision that cane
in the end when we thought that on balance there was a need
to have some sort of regulation in the interests of trade as
a whole, and, therefore, we have made these recouzendations,

These recomuendations are recomuendations which certainly

a new Qovernment will have to chew quite considerably. (e

have taken the unusual step on this counittee in suggesting
that all the evidence that was put before the cowraittee

should be made available to a new Minister of Trade because we
have a wealth of evidence, a wealth of statistics, and it would
be a great pity that any person who looks at the report and
tries to implement it should not have access to these

inportant pieces of evidence that were made available,

A4S the Minister for Trade has rightly pointed out there

are two main recouvendations: one is that it should be

the House that should decide between conflicting interests

in @ibraltar as to whether the needs of the comaunity are
adequately provided for in any particular field of comwercial
activities, That it should be the House that does this.

The reason why we have done this is because we find it is
very very difficult in a swmall place like gibraltar, that any
Couminittee that we set up would bhe able to decide these
matters fairly without in sone way or another having an
interest or an indirect interest in the results of its
deliberations, and sowehow or other being subject to
influences by the very nature of the composition of the
Committee in any particular decision under Section l4(i)(f).

. -
RalNr T .

O
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we have thought it desirable that this should be
done in the House so that it should be an open
decision, that people who wish to have decisions
changed have a full opportunity of lobbying if
necessary umemnbers of the Ilouse, and also that the
deliberations on this very iuportant aspect of

- trade ligensing should be in public in this
House,

Having taken away frou the (omaittee possibly

its main functions, which is considering whether
the needs of the couunity are adequately catered
for, we pumped, unfortunately by a wajority,

for the idea of having a sualler Trade Licensing
gomnittee to deal with questiong of applications
‘couposed, as the Minister has said, of the (rown

© gounsel as independant Chairian, and then the
Consuuer rrotection Officer, to think of consuuers,
and the Pinance Officer to think on matters relating
to trade licensing in which the Pinancial and
Developuent Secrétary's departuent is intimately
connected. -

We have recomuended of course that anybody
should be entitled to object before that comnittee:
either representatives of couiierce, trade unions or
what you will, but that the comuittee's deliberations
which should be held in public, again in public,
should be open to arguuent by the conflicting
interest. we think this-is likely to be a nore
satisfactory way of dealing with what is a highly
conten¥ious matter than having a comiittee, represeuted
of ‘different interecst, sitting behind closed doors and
deciding possibly because of the personalities of wenbers
in the committee itself, one way or another on
applications that affect individuals, affect the
coumnunity and affects consuuers,

u
By providing for appeal/tg the guprene Court we think we are
putting forward a structure that would seen to be fairer
.to the general public and will ensure that the nain
- responsibility for decisions on what the needs of the
community are should be placed squarely on the members of
the House rather than on indiv#duals, however representotive-
they may be, rather than on individuals sitting under the
pressure of people pleading for a particular licence or a
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particular occasion, e feel it is a uwatter which
should be dealt with more broadly in this House.

30, although we had 47 wmeetings, and although

we have produced recomuendations to the House,

I think it is fair to say that although we hope the
recomaendations will prove practical and produce

a fairer systenr of trade licensing, we are not
altogether convinced that they will do. I think
this is a matter which will have tc be reviewed from
time to time as it is an extremely difficult subject.

HON J BOSoaNO

Mr gpeaker the length of time that it has taken the
gelect Committee to coue up with any recommendations
of the Trade Licensing Ordinance, and the number of
neetings it has had, is an indication of the
reservations that there are both on the fundamental
issue of whether trade should be controlled or free,
and secondly on the best way to go about it if it is
decided, The decision, in fact to limit the freedon
of private enterprise is a nove towards a planned
economy, although I am not sure that this has been
solely the motivation of the members of the gelect
Committee., But the Select goumittee has without a
doubt been seriously hampered by the conflicting
advice it has had from the Honourable and Learned
the pAttorney~General, and I think this should be
plainly said, Mr gpeaker, because I don't believe in
mincing words,

The Honourable and Learned pttorney~General was responsible
for drafting the original legislation which was opposed
vigorously in the House., gubsequently at one

stage in the life of the Select Comnittee, he strongly
advised the gelect Qowaittee to recowmuend to the House

the removal of section l4(l)(f), which is in fact the
section that is used almost exclusively but not guite,

but certainly the question that is used predominantly

to decide whether a licence should be granted or not granted,
nanely whether the needs of the community are adeguately
catered for or not., It is the section in which the vhole
edifdsy. of the restriction of trade rests,

The Honourable and Learned the Attorney-General advised the
committee at one stage that there was no doubt that the law as it
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stocd wes ultrea vires and tuet an enendment
sheculd be put. This wes resisted by

the Seleet Ccommittee &nd supported I
understend by the Gibrelter Ccuncil

where the hencurable Cheirmen of the
Committee, Mr Serfety, tock the metter to
the highest level and the stund cf the
Select Committee wes supported.

I em gled thet this heppened beceuse in

fect it trenspired that tue Eonrourable
Atterney~-General had becn giver wrong advice
and in turn head advised the Select Ceommittee
wrergly., There is nc cenflict betwecen
14(1)(f) end the Treeaty of Rome, but of

course hed we simply  accepted the &cvice
pessively &nd gone gheed with it then
prcbebly the demege weculd heve been deore. And
I thirk it is important tc note thet the

Trede Licensing Committee itself felt so
strerngly cn the metter thet they esked for

& mecting with the Select Cemmittec¢ tc suy |
thet as fer as they were ecncerned if 14(1)(f)
dlSaII&umi they would be virtueally rubber
stempirg epplicaeticens. And in ftct minutes

cf the Trade Licensing Committee were made
eveilaeble tc the Select Committee, nct I
regrct to say when the Select Conmittee

hed originally asked feor them but when it
suited the Trade Licensing Committee te make
them &veileble to us, but they were made
eveilelle te us and they shewed' thaet on
occasicrs the Trede Licensing Committee

hed been virtuelly brcw beatén by official
advisers on the committec into granting
licenees which they hed wented to reJLct under
14(1)(f) And I thlnk..... :

MR S}EAhER

But I dc not want to 1nterrupt you here, but
ncthirg wes menticened in the report, &nd whet

‘we erc¢ censidering is nct what has trenspired on

‘the preperaticn of the report but as tc whether

the rcpert-as reperted tc the House should be
accepted.



De ycu follow whet I meen?

I em givirg you & feir emount of latitude
because it is only feir thet a member of the
conmittee sheuld give vent te scme of his
feclings, but let us nct go beycnd thet.

- ECM J EBOSSANO

Well, Mr Specker, thank you very muci for
thet, but I think really thet if we

are geirg to brirg & report to the House cf
Assembly which counts with the number of
reges thet this does ¢nd consists of the
work cf 47 mectings, thoen really we

ere askirg the House of Assembly to accept
scmething, &nd I den't believe in asking
the Hcuse to accept scmething without
offering explenctions of why we have errived
et whet we "have arrived in this report.

VR SILAKER

But the committec did nct ceonsider it expedient

to menticn in the Repert any of the metters

thet you heave mentioned thet is the only

thing I ¢m stying. Vhat we are censidering

here new is ¢ metter exclusively as to

whether we should accept the actuel reccomnendeticons
mede in the report. Do ycu follow what I

me&n? ' f

You ere frec tc mention other, thlngs, I

knew whet you are going to té1l me, if the
moticn wes worded differently, or if therc is

2 moticn brcught in connecticn with the

behevicur cf cny particuler body, then thet is
ancther matter. In the ccntext of this
particular moticn, again as I say I don't went te
be sticky. You cen go & -bit Purther if ycu

went to but ycu mustn't....
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HON J BOSSANOG

- The relevenee of what I was just saying, in

fect abcut the ettitude cof officiels in

the Trade Licensing Committee, is very
‘Pertinent te the recommendaticns on page 3,
Where it says that section 23 should be
emendeé. so- that the new Trade Licensing
Cocmrittee shculd be composed exclusively of
officials., In fact had they been

composed exclusively of officials in the
pest we krow thot there would have been no
rebellion against the advice of the Honoureble
end Learncd the Attorney-Gemeral. The
people whe rebelled were the lay members
eppointed te represent organisations.

NR SFEAKER

No, I have directed my werds as to the
assistonce piven %9 the Select Committee by
individuals, not by what has trunspired in
committee meetings cf. the Trude Licensing
Committec in the grenting of licences. That
is the difference between one and the other.
but eny way de cortinue.

HCN J BOSSANO '
But I think, Mr Speaker, thet the importence of

whet I eam seying is thet in fact we cennct
expect & strong reactiocn to adviec wiich

: may be incerrect from officials.

MR SPEAKER

Fair encugh.

EON J BOSSANO

That is the point thast has to be borne in mind.
The Government with the respensibility of

,implementiﬁg,the‘reccmmendaticns ¢f the report
has to decide whether to bave & ccmmittee composed
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exclusively of c¢fficiels or not as the
Select Committee has reccommended and as
., I heve seid is something over whlcn I
have reservetions. : *

I think elso, Mr Specker, that the amount
cf time we spcent cn this, &nd our

desire in the Select Ccmmittee to be
‘absclutely within the requirements cf cur
obligetiens to the EEC, is ss«mething

which hes been &n inhibiting factor, &nd

I think thet perhaps we cught to teke a
hard lecck at. the situétion &nd consider
whether we cught tc be sc censcicus of cur
- respensibilities towérds the EEC fer as
long as the respensibilities of the EEC
tewards us «re as unclear &s they wre at the
mement.

I thirk the questicn ¢f the future cf trade
in Gibraltor as indeed the questicn of the
future of cvery cther scctor cf the
coemmunity, has been put in doubt rccently,
.end I think the attitude of members of the
‘House, ond certainly my attitude towards
enything in which I heve participated

so fer, is going to be scriously conditioned
from new cn by the vttitude of Brituin ond
the attitude of EEC towards Gibralter wnd its
future,

I den't think, Mr Specker, thet the cooperaticn
that has existed up tc now should be teken for
grented as scemcthing thet will be there

end will cortinue to be there. The situation
has teken a dramatic turn in the last few

deys, &énd what has heppened in the last few deys
has happened after in fact the House had spent

& leng time on the Trade Licensing Ordinance @nd
cn meény cther matters where we saw the future
within a certcin context, and everything that
‘we uive decided «nd agreed and plenned to take
rlcee within thet context beccmes valueless if
the context is elanged. And, therefore, Mr
Specker, I think thcot point cught tc go hceme in
the epprcepriate cuirters, because if it dcesn't ge
lome scme peeple arc going te be in for a nasty
surprise,
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MR SFEAKLR

T will then ccll on the mever to reply.

HON A ¥ SERFATY

Sir, I wcould only like te menticn thut
V.'hilst. o 00

HCN M D XIBERRAS

Mr Speecker, I wculd like to say & few wcrds
on this.

I wes glad tc give my unreserved support

tc the precicus report which we have just
debrted but I regret te swy that I will not
be zble tc do the same for this cne,

Jt is, as I am sure Honourable Members cn

the 'Committee will agree, thce best solution that
it was possible to arrive at after very long
delibercticone irn the circumstinces, and I fecl
thet it is apposite to record that when the
Attorney-Genercl introduced legislaticn in
respect of land, lubour, trade, and Control

of labour I think it was, four Bills that were
introduced by the Ecnourcble and Lecrncd the

~Attorney-Genercl, we had a ccnsiderwble discussicn

as. te whot were eur precise cbligeticnSunder

the Trecty ¢f Rome.

The precblem was debeted in this Heuse on

ezncther cccesion when representatives of tie

CEA Regicnal Confercnce were here as well, at
whieh a. number c¢f these representetions

felt thot they had nct been advised strictly

as regirds their chligaticns under the Treaty of
Rome and the subsecuent negotiuvticns. I had the
honcur te meet somecne whe was very directly
cenrected with those ncgoticticns on Wednesduy
of last week and he clarified the picture even
further for me. And Honourcble Members will recell
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that on thet cccasion I felt that the

Attcrney—Gene 2l had made grogter ‘cllowance in
¢spect ¢f trede than he had in respcct of

othcr metters, nctebly: labeur, .and the

debate irn the Eouse resulted, as Lionourable

Members will recell, ip the inclusion

of certein sufcguards, extre swfeguards, in

the Ordinance vhich amended the Contrel cf

Empleyment Crdinence, tc protect workers in

Gevernment cmplceyment.

Mr Sgcaker, the aistery of this piecc of

legisleticn cn vwhich tae Select Committec is
repertirg is & mest unheppy one. It is not
beceuse there was & divisicn in the kouse as

regtrds the protectlcn cf lccal business

‘1ntorests, cr because there was any lack

of'concern as regsrds the pcssible dangers
that might present themselves unless thiere

was prectective legislaticr to rcplace the
legisleticn "thet existed. I think all

members of the Eouse were ceneerned with
cbtflnlng for Gibrelter the greatest degree of
pretection whick the Treaty of Rome wculd
ellow, and I mysclf reewll meking some very
stroeng: stetements as regirds whot’

'Gibrelterien businessmen in my submissicn

should de te pretect themsclves. Hewever, we
heve nect cbteined, either in respect of trode or
in resprecct of cther matters with which we had tc
corform cr our entrence inte EiC with Britein,
the decree of preotection which mest Ecnourwble
Members I fecl Gibroltar as.a small place is
entitled te; And the preblems the Select
Committee has had tc contend withe:arc twefold.
One, the preb blems erisirg out of the

legisleticn as presented tc this house, which as

amended has ccntinued to cperate during tie
time thet the Select Committee Lias been

"deliberatigy; and scccendly, the more substintial

rrcbiems cf principle which te my mind have cnly
partly been resclved, and that is being liberal
ir my views, by the Seclect Committee in their
reccmmendaticn,
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Mr Speaker, I am not satisfied myself,
neither is &« substintial body of opinion
in Gibrelter, that we have dcne a2ll that we

~could de in respect of protection, not cnly

for trede but alsc for lebour. I feel that on
the basis cof the recommendeticn of the
committee we should go even further, and I
have suggested to cne inrterested group

that if the Government of Gibraltir deces nct
gec evien further then perhaps they shculd.

I am telking about some sort of direct
ccrtact with the authorities in Brussels,
under of course the zegis cf Ler Majesty's
Gevernment whe is responsible for cur foreign
affeirs, to exemine the possibilities which
are epen tc small places like Gibralter in
these circumstances, and abecut tiiese subjects.

I hope thet Hencurable Members of the Committee
see these stetements of mine as a furtherance
cf their cwn feelings and their cwn purpese in
preducing the report, and that any future
Government will teke & stronger initiative than
even that teken by the Select Committee.

I am fully aﬁare Mr Specker, thet the

'Attcrney—General is werking &t least cnee

remcved frem the place where the decisicns are

mede cr these metters = cr shculd I say too

remeved - snd thot Her Majesty's Government in Lendon
has tc represent thesc things tc Brussels and

try tc get special ccncessicons, fcr Gibratar if

my suggesticn is te be fellewed. I tanink it is

verth trying nect only because c¢f the present
situaticn btut becouse of the situsticn whica

might very well develop.

It wes said in the ccurse of tie debetec on

- these laws waichk had tc do with cur entry intoe

EEC with Britein, thet tlhe dansers would be

“much precter if Spain herself at one time

became & member cf the Ccmmon Market. That deay
is nc leornger, even witii the worse possible
interpretetion of the events in Spain, nc longer
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as far inte the future as it was when

the committee was set up and

less sc then when we were dcbating the

Trade Licensing Ordinance. We now know

that subject te certain conditions being
fulfilled there wculd be ccpsidecrable support
fer Speir jcining the EEC, and as, cur
immediate and very powerful neighbour I

have nc doubt that the chillenges: that

would be presented to Gibraltarian trade

would be almost cverpowering in the &absence cof
strerg legislation to safeguard local
interests and avoid & major dislocation

of trede here in Gibralter, whose

implications cculd be essentially political.
Hencureble Members I think saculd thercfore
see this the repert as simply the best tnat
could be arrived at in the circumstances, and
a repert arrived &t witheut, as the Eoncurable
Mr Bossanc said, & member of the committee,
withcut the very real and imminent possibility
the Spein cen become neow in the foreseceable
future & member of EEC, wiilst rcmaining of
course & very pcwerful tred ing company,
besides whese cencern is private compénies,
let &lcre Goverrment compenies, Gibralter
commercial entities are gquite negligible.

Mr Speeker, I feel that Eoncurable Members of

this House, short cf the law courts, arc tae

"most competent people to decide cn these very
delieate metters of setting up cof businesses

‘here in Gibrelter. We have had expericence in

this Hecuse c¢f certain businesses from ebroad,

nct from Speain but from ancther neighbouring
country, ané we knew the scrt .of preblems

these attempts tc establish busiresses in

Gibralter cen lead to. In connection with

the eirlines I already alluded to the possible
dangers that confrcented us from possible Spanish
pressures ir that arew. These pressures should be
gencrzlised znd magnified: generelised because
undcubtedly ir & situctien where the restrictions

no lcnger &pplied tiere would be great incentive

for Spanish firms tc come here to Gibralter and
esteklish themselves end there might cr might nct be
 Gibrecltiriar cooperators in these ventures; magnified
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bccause upuln is just acress the borcder, .

ard thé erea surrounding us is both -
economiczlly at a low ebb, and also of
special interest to the Spanlsh Government:
and¢ the recipient of considerable subsidies,

Mr Speaker, the Eouse should be aware that

these very grave considerations which I

am bringing te the House are nct thcsce which I
have invented or cnes which I alone think
possible. The Maxwell-Stamp Report, which
suggeststhe economic integreticn of Gibraltur with
Spein.....

MR 8¥EAKER

I am very censcicus c¢f the fact thrat I have given

“you et least the last quarter c¢f an hour

speaking on a very wide aree, but I must now
bring you back ageain tc whet you are trying
tc do.

EON M D XIBERRAS
I am mest grateful, Mr Sgeaker, for your

liberelity:” I do think thet these
considerations ere importent. May I just firish

- my sentence cn the Naxwell Staemp Iberplan

Report, &nd that is thet this powerful

*report which has already begun tc be quoted in

documents such as NATC dccuments is & matter

of great concern and, therefcre, it is a very
impertent obligatior of members of this House

to ensure theat the strergest possible legisleticon

"is cbteined for the preotecticn of trade and

labtour end enything in Gibrealtar.

Mr Speeker, I seid thet it was right and proper
that this Ilouse shculd decide on these matters.

I think it is impertent, however, thut honourable
Members cf thiis House Bhould prcceed muchi more
¢uickly con whet I urnderstand was commen greund,
but I do nct know whether it is commen ground any
more, on a declaraticn of members' interest in
this House, because....



MR SPEARER -

(AR R
No, no, vhet is completely and utterly cut of
order, I will net «llcw you to go on with it.
I em efraid it has nothing te do with ‘
the reccommendations of the Repert. I don't think
thet by eny streteh of the imagination I could
sell thet to anycne!

HON M D XIBERRAS

Mey I sey, Mr Spesker, without ettempting to
sell anything tc anycne....

MR STEARER

No, but I do, you sece, I have to interpret the
rules &nd wiilst I em liberel there is a line
on which I em net £llowing eny tronsgesssion.

I have used: the word- "sell' deliberately
béceuse it is the Trade Licensing Ordinance whic:t
we ere dezling with!l!

HGN M D XIBERRAS -
Of ccurse,.

Mr Specker, my cnly point is, thet if we are to
be judges hcre as the repert reccmmends of
wvhet busiresses heve encugh representation in
Gibrelter cor not, and the neture of things

in Gibrelter vhere often & line cf businesscs.
limited tc five or six business firms....

MR SEFEAKER
Yes, but tliere ere cbligeticns under our

Stending Orders which recuire members tc
declare en interest,

@
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ECN ¥ D XIBERRAS

I em ebsclutely eertecin cbhout this,

Mr Spegker. I just thirnk thaet we should
gc beycrd thet, but I am nct suggesting
fer ¢ moment thet we shculd de sc now,.

Mr Speaker I thirk thet thet is an importaent
aspect of it.

Sc Mr Speeker, it is in the hope thut the
report of the committee will ferm & basis of
fighting for further rights of @motection
fer Gibrelteirien trade &long of course with
Gibrelterien lebour, thet I will suppert,
this time nct undeservedly but witis some
reserveticrs cimed at sctting a better
position, the mecticn.

MR SIEAKER
Does the mever wish to reply?
HON A W SERFsTY

The Hencureble Leader of tize Opposition

has mentioned the Maxwell Stemp Iberplan Repert.
I hope it has nct esceped his nctice that this
repert, vhich I heve read teco, is meinly

based &né cnly censiders the eccnomic aspects

of the preblem and has not gene inte

the politicel, sccial....

MR STEAKER

For geocdness sake y let us net cpen o discussion on
the Starp Repert.

BEON A VW SERFATY

The mere I listen to the Konourible the Leader of

the Cppositicn, the more I am convinced that the

Trade Restrieticn Orcdinance should remain in force,

and I tell you why, Mr Specker, And thet is that
whereas befere I said thet we had 250 million competitors
whe woeuld be competing with us, I didn't say what the
exact positicn is. The exact position is that becausc
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anybody in the world can set up a coupany in

any BEREC country and the company be considered as

an RBEC nztional, we would have had 2,000 million
people competing with 20,000 Gibraltarians. And

that is why I am more than ever convinced that this
Trade Licensing Ordinance must remain in

our Statute Book until we-can find sowething better.
I hope, therefore, that everybody in this Honoursble
House will vote in favour of accepting the |
recom:endations,

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved
in the affirwmative,

- The motion was accordingly carried.

MR SPEAKER

we now come to Private Meibers! Motions. -There is
.one in the Qrder Paper in the name of the Honour:sble Mr
J Bossano,

HON M D AIBERRAS

Mr speaker, when does the Governuent propose to take the
Broadcasting Report?

MR SPEAKER

- I have received motice frou the Chief Minister telling ne
that he intends to suspend Standing Orders to enable ieibers
.to discuss the report sone tiue this afternoon, I

-propose it will be done this afterneon. e will

now continue with the Private Meubers! Motions:

PRIVATE HEuBERS' MOTIONS

HON J BOSSANO

lir Speaker, I beg to move that this House is wost concerned
at the inadequate facilities that exist for the cars of
genior citizens and calls upon the governuent to take

immediate steps to put watters right.

Mr gSpeaker, the group of people that I am referring to is

that sector of our commuﬂity which is at the moument in practice
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totally neglected, I have had a nuuber of people
approaching ue in the last few weeks and they

have brought to my notice a situation of which I

was totally ignorant and I am sure other neubers

in the House were totally ignorant. And the group
that I am referring to consists of people who are on
their own and who have nobody to look after tneu.

We have got a number of denominational 01d Peoples
HmmstMehrwsofwkmhlsﬂmmtﬂhemmnnmmh

were set up as a result of funds created by the

late John Mackintosh, and these Houes have permitted,

I think, the Government to neglect its respensibility
towards old people. The Homes in question have in

fact been for sowe time now requesting aid from

the Qovernunent in order to be able to fulfi. their role,
their function, and this is sowmething that I have brought
to the notice of the House in the past, but it would
appear from the evidence that has been brought to uy
notice, that the situation is not siuply that they have
great difficulty in coping with the work of looking after
old people, but that there is a selection process

going on over which there seems to be no ccentrol, *

It would appear that for example for an elderly

© person to be admitted into Mount Alvernia .a number

of things are required which in theory do not exist,

" In theory there are no specified criteria which have

~to be met, but in practice, and I have had this
information from a number of unmonnected sources

50 there is no question of sowebody coning in with a

story and it not being corroborated, I have made it

iy business in the last three weeks, Mr Spcaker, to

check this up very thoroushly, and almost that everybody

I have spoken to that has had anything to do with

the Homes, or has had anything to do with old people
wanting to go into the Houes, has cowe up with the saue
explanation of how the systen operates, Now I -think

that because the Home is :there and because it is a

nodern building and it appears to be well eguipped, it is
all too easy for the Governuent to say, "yell, there is an
0ld People's Howe there, there is no problem," and the

O0ld Feople's Home is run on the basis that perhaps those who
need it most are excluded. BRBecause 1t would appear that
certainly the financial circumstances of the potential
inmates are looked at, and it would also appear that the
state of health of the potentiol inirtes are looked at, and it
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would also appear, Mr Speaker, that contrary to what one

might expect, it isn't a necessary asset, there is no

direct co-relation between the degree of ill headlh

and the smallness of one's source of income that counts

nost for being taken in, One would have expected in

fact that it would be the neediest people that would be

at the top of the list, I understand in fact that there is

a waiting list to get adwitted which is very long, I have

been told that there are as many as 100 persons on it, but
that in fact it is possible, depending on how healthy and

how wealthy one is, not to have to join the bottom of the
queue, If this situation is so, and I have been told this

by so many different people that it would be peculiar that
this should not be so, the Governuent should make an immediate
investigation into this matter and ensure that the people who
really need care and protection are being looked after, And if
in fact the Government cannot intervene directly because

these Homes are run independently of Governuent in view of the
fact that the Homes are in need of funds, the Government should
seriously think of taking over, running the show properly and then
providing the money that is needed to provide the service that
people are entitled to look for.

I think it is absolutely criminal that somebody should at the end

of their working life be sinply thrown on one side because they

have.  given what they could give and are no use to anybody any

wore, In some cases the biggest culprits are the children of the
elderly persons, who when they can see no further use for their
parents they just don't care a damn about then, Mr Speaker, they
don't care whether they live or die or where they live or where they
are, That is so in some cases., But in other cases of course it so
happens that the children die before the parents. This is also an
important circumstance, In others of course you have got elderly
people who never get married and who have been living with their own
parents and their own parents die. So we have got one area where

the major source of neglect is indesputably the immorality of the
children, and I think I said this once before, Mr Speaker, when I was
talking about the need for the Government to be concerned about the
welfare of children, that I myself believe that the state, the
coumunity, has got an ultinate responsibility for every neiiber in

the community, A child doesn't choose his parents and his parents do
not choose his child., They don't know how they are going to turn out
and if the child is a bad son or a bad daughter then the rest of the
comnunity in ny view are also the sons and daughters of our senior
citizens. Therefore, we must step in, we nust step in and slure the
load for supporting our old people in their elderly age, in their last
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few years of life, and making their lives as
pleasant and as coufortable as we can afiord to.

We are not doing that, IMr Speaker, we are not doing that,
because the Homes that are in existence at the wonent do

not in fact cope with the probliem, I have heard stories of
retired old wen who are living on their own in sheds, who

Kdve got just the small income provided by suppleientary
Benefits because they are they have been working in the

private sector and they do not have an occupational

pension, who are in need of wedical attention and who have
great difficulty in being admitted into hospital because in
hospital we also lack the necessary geriatic facilities,

This is an area where the problem, Mr Speaker, 1 think

is absolutely shocking and the reason why I have brought it

to the House at this late stage and not earlier is quite
frankly because I was totally unaware until a few weeks

ago of the magnitude of the problem., The stories that I have
heard of p’d people being refused admittance into the

hospital because it isn't treatment that they need, it is care
that they need, and of 0ld people being refused admittance into
lMount Alvernia because there is a waiting list of 100, is a
situation which cannot be allowed to continue. And although I
think we have got a fundamental probleil facing Gibraltar which is
putting the whole question of our continued existence as a
community in doubt, for as long as the cowwnity survives I think

- an absolute priority wmust be given to the care #he protection

and the cowfort of our senior citizens, Because whatever
Gibraltar is now, we owe to the generations that preceded us,
That debt must be repaid, and if we do not repay it, Mr gpeaker,
we shall reap the benefits when it comes to be our turn, we shall
get exactly the same treatment as we wmete out., Therefore,

Mr Speaker, I urge the House to support my motion by speaking

in its favour as well as by voting, and I urge the governnent to
take imwediate steps to investigate the matter fully and do
whatever they can to wmake amends.

Mr Speaker then invited discussion on the motion.
HON A P MONTaGRIFHQ

Mr Speaker, nothing that the Honourable Mewber has said is in
conflict with my thinking, My respongibility as Minister.for
Medical gervices includes the provision of treatuent for the
geriatics in hospital, and I will say that because of the troubles
of the Mackintosh Home, the hospital nowadays is chocablock = with
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geriatics., Geriatics is a very wide team, because

wost of the geriatics we have got in hospital today

are really social cases, and of course it is a seri@pua
of social cases which are taking up beds which are there
for acute cases which are in greater need of these beds.
We are nevertheless conscious of the geriatic problew in the true
sense of the word, and the Honourable lMember will be very
glad to hear that I would have very uuch have liked %o
have mnade a statement at the time of the Budget but

got side tracked by the debate on Scawp, that when

the modernisation of the hospital is fimshed the nuuber
of geriatic beds will be practically doubled and will be
in consonance with the number of beds a comaunity of this
size requires for geriatics.

I would urge the Honourable lenber, since hé. is so interested
in the subject, to visit the present geriatic yard which

has recently been reconditioned and which was handed over

to us 3 or 4 days ago., It is not yet occupied by

the patients who have been looked after in another

Place because of the modernisation, but I think I can say

that it is now one of the best geriatic Wards that you can

find anywhere in the world. I am not exaggereting and any
neuber who wants to go and visit it is welcoime to do so. If they
will let ue know I will gladly take them round,

It is not simply a ward into which you put old folks but
provides all the facilities that the old folk need.
The equipuwent is specially designed for the care of the
aged. It has cost alot of uoney to have all this
equipnent, sowe has been provided by generous donors, a lot
of it by the Government., I can assure you that in that
respect we are doing everything that is expected frow us
because I have a sofft spot fgﬁ(aged.

3 e

As regards the Mackintosh House I am very glad that this
matter has been raised, They may have their own probleus

but they certaily create problems for us too, because whereas
they have got very strict rules as to how and who gets in,
they have mo qualms in passing patients over to usg in
hospitals, and once they are in hospital it is not WE o

- decide whether the patient is fit to go back to Mount plvernis,
it happens to be the holy nuns. So we souetimes find
ourselves in great difficulties, and I could not agree

more with Mr Bossano that if we are going to give

money, as we shall certainly have to &n the future, we

should take the necessary steps to see that whether we run
the Homes ourselves or whether we run then jointly with then,
there nust be rules and regulations that will satisfy the
Government, if only because public funds will be invested in
the Homes,
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Sir, we have no hesitation in accepting the

motion with one qualification: whether we can

take immediate steps to put all these things right or
not is another matter, We shall certainly do everything
that is possible quickly to see that the anomalies that
exists today are done away with as soon as pessible,

HON MISS C alss
I also support the motion,

I recall that when I was Minister for Medical

Services a lady approached me at Eastern Beach

with a request that I should order pr Montegriffo,

the poctor in charge of the Mental Home, to admit into

this hospital an elderly aunt she and her niece were
looking after, They did not wish to carry on looking
after this particular lady not becamse she was ill,

not because she was mentally unbalanced, but because she
was elderly and they didn't want to have the burden of
looking after her, The nuns would not admit her into

Mount plvernia, she could not get into the Geriatic ward

in the hospital, and therefore, she wanted Dr Montegriiro
to admit her into the mental home, I gave this lady a
piece of my mind on what I thought of her and her cousin
for trying to get rid of that person who was not nentally
ill at all, cCertainly, even if I had had to power to

order Dr Montegriffo to adiit this person into the mental
hone I wouldn't have done so because to ne this is cruel;
it is jwmoral: I could not understand how a person could want
to get rid of an elderly person or of the fact that she would
want to be rid of her to be free to zo out at night and did
not want to look after her, The lady was not even
pParalysed: she was just siuply 75 years old, and because
she was that age she was a burden to this fawily, and
because they could not do.anything with her they wanted to
send her to a'mental home,

This is the kind of thing that has been happening here in
Gibraltar, where children themselves or melatives have been
trying to get rid of their elderly parents and aunts, and
uncles, for the mere fact that they happen to be elderly,
unable to perhaps look after theuselves properly, are
interfering with their freedom and therefore they want to
get rid of them, In this respect I fully support the
motion of Mr Bossano.
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HON A J CANEPA

Mr gpeaker, the Honourable Mr Bossano in noving

the motion has chosen by and large to direct his
coments at the situation of the John Mackintosh
Homes., The care of senior citizens is of

course a matter which we shouldn't be concerned with
only in so. far as the John Mackintosh Home is
concerned, we should also be concerned to do

the utmost possible so that senior citizens who
prefer to live in the independence of their own
home are able to look after theuselves as well as
possible, should be aided by the uelfare services,
both medical and family care, whenever such
assistance is reguired, and also in addition aided
by the back-up Ffacilities which can be afforded by
voluntary organisations. If there is a waitihg

list of 100 elderly folks wishing to gain admittance
into John Mackintosh Home, I dare say that there is
a list just as long if not longer of elderly people
who do not wish to be admitted into the lMackintosh
Home, oY elderlysfolks we do not wish, and who are in
a way resentful of any interference frow officials
of the yelfare Section of my Departient. It is an
unfortunate but true attitude of mind amongst very
imany elderly folks that leads to outright resentment
of what to them is prying into their-affairs,

I wonder whether the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition has got direct experience of that frow the days
when he was the Minister for Labour and Social '
Security., There is an awareness of this attitude in

ny Departiment,

Prior to 1974, Mr Speaker, when the Family care Unit was

set up, the contact which the Department of Labour and
Social Security had with elderly people in their honmes

was mainly directed through the Visiting Officers, who

vunder the gupplementary Benefits gcheme visited the

home of elderly persons primarily, let it be said, to

ensure that the circumstances which had been advanced in
favour of a claim for gupplementary Benefits had or had not
changed in any period of time. jnd, therefore, a syste:

of regular inspection, annuals or twice a year, was adopted by
the Department, It had the benefit I think of bringing to the
notice of the Department the conditions under which a number
of elderly folks were living, and I know myself frouw direct
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experience of 2 or 3 very sad cases, where the

Departuent could not persuade elderly folks to

leave their homes and to be admitted into Mount
Alvernia,

Luckily, as I say, in 1974 the pamily care Unit

was set up with welfare assistants who are in

a better position because they are not connected
with the Suppleuentary Benefits Zcheme, to take on
this work, The pamily care Unit, Mr gpeaker,

at present is fully staffed, but all the weunbsrs of
that unit are not yet trained, gome of them are
training now in UK and others are due to train next
year. But it is the policy in the Department that
vhen all the members of the Unit have been trained
and have returned to @ibraltar so that the Unit is
fully staffed, through their efiort to enlist and
coordinate the work of voluntary associations to
render the grestest possible assistance to people
wishing to stay on in their homes.

It is not just enough in my view, Mr Speaker,

but the voluntary association, who do trewendous

good work, it isn't Just enough that this should be
directed at Christmas tiwme in providing gifts or
assistance in kind to elderly folks., I think there
must be a definite cogmitment and work needs to be
coordinated by people with some” expertise in this field.

Hembers of voluntary organisations are in a happier
position to what to elderly folks might appear to be

an unwelcome intrusion into their homes frou the civil
servants, is not a case where a mewber of 5 voluntary
organisation is concerned. go they can do particularly
good work to overcome this prevalent attitude, what cne
wants, Mr Speaker, is over and above the work that has been
done in the past, a more coordinated and a uore defiunite
conwitoent,

As regards the Home at Mount Alvernia, when the Governaent tooik
the decision just before estimates time to make the

grant of £20,000, I think it was, we considered a

report that had been prepared by the Board of Governors, in
which the Principal pAuditor of the government was also
involved, a report that had been prepared into the costiugs

and into the operation of the Home, And if the governuent

is to commit itself, in the future to regular assistance in

the running of the Home, regular financial assistance, both the
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Director of lLabour and myself have already made it clear
that the Director should be eumpowered, should be asked by
Government, to lock into the whole procedure for the
adnittance of elderly folks into the Home. go whilst

we miay not take over the Homes, at this stage it isn't
contenplated that gGovernment should take over the

Hone, nevertheless, if Government is going to take onto
itself regular annual asgistance, financial assistance in
the running of the Hoame, there is no doubt that the pirector
of Labour, who is the person most closely involved with the
"problem, will have to look into a system of admission, pnd if
there are any aspects of it that he is not satisfied with

. Government will want this to be put right.

The only thing that I am not very happy about .the motion,

Mr gpeaker, is that we are being asked to take immediate

steps. If immediate steps are in connection with the
adnissions procedure in the Home, then, yes, this can be done.
If it is with regard to the other watters that I have nentioned
wihich we would like to do in connection with helping

elderly persons at their hounes, as I have said, it is a case of
having the Family Care Unit fully staffed, getting the

trainees back in @gibraltar so that we can be in a position

to really be able to undertake what we would like to do.

HON M D XIBERRaS

Mr Speaker, there is soue evidence which I can bear witness to

as to the attitude of some senior citizens when approached by
-Government Departwents. gome do not like it and consider it to be
an interference, but I do not, if I judge the Honourable MNeubers
emphasis correctly, I myself would net give it such

a feeling of strength as he appears to do. I think

that there have been certain conotations with any kind of
governnent Officers visits and so forth, vhich I hope are
gradually disappearing, For instance the test for

Suppleuentary Benefits was one which was dreaded by old people
since this was their main source of iacome, and since the test for
Supplementary Benefits said that if they had a television set in
the house they would have to justify how they had come by the
television set before they were eligible for gSupplementary pencfits
and so forth., This sort of prying, which was very important before
as the regulations stood, was the nain cause of this resentuoent.
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I think that the Minister would agree that it is

precisely in the humanisation of these contacts betwecn
governnent &gencies and senior citizens that the solution
lies and the prejudice -~ if such it can be called, can be
eradicated. On the other hand I have also soue evidence of
the old school of thought --#fich would couch its

argunent if we start giving certain facilities thusi

to old people then we shall weakon the fauily ties,

the obligations which wmewmbersof the family themselves

have towards these senior citizens, It is not a

school of thought I am a member of I feel that the world
and social relation are developing in a certain way and 1%t
is very difficult to halt these teundencies in @gibraltar,

If we feel that we can do so but do not succeed

in doing so and do not help out in the circumstances then
we are not doing our duty to a generation or two generations of
elderly people, : ’

The Thayer Report, as the Minister knows, which eventually
resulted in the setting up of the PFamily Care Unit,

clearly accepts the obligations of Governuwent in

this respect, and here I entirely agree with what the

Minister has said that the emphasis on senior citizens

not in any of the Mackintosh Homes is a useful one in this
situation, It would be wrong to imagine, as I think it

has been the tendency in the past, certainly before the

setting up of the Pamily Care Unit, that the senior citizens

of Gibraltar were concentrated in these Howmes, and outside

these Homes there was not uuch of a problew because they were
being looked after properly. This is not the case, With the
leave of the House I would like to raise very quickly one. case:
a couple, the wife an invalid, the man & very old person now

and not capable of looking properly after his wife but who
wanted to look carefully after his wife, living in Devil's Gap
Steps, with a very serious housing problem which did not allow
him to bring his wife out in a wheel chair and so forth.

I think the Minister for Housing uay know something about the cawse,
Now, in these circumstances the problew of caring for senior
citizens outside the Mackintosh Homes is in fact a bigger one than
caring for those inside the Homes, Those who are lucky to get in,
that is, :
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I would like to see a coordination - in my time I attempted it -~
of the agencies whose services which do devate time to

senior citizens. The Honourable Mr Canepa will be aware

of my efforts to rationalise the gocial yelfare Comnittee, 1
believe it is called, and to try and gzet then to tackle the
problem broadly at any particular time rather than deal with
individual cases., There was such an attack on the drugs
problen here and I think the result had been fairly good,
because it was an even more serious problen at one time than
it is now. I would like to seec a coordination of these
services and agencies in pespect of senior citizens where the
left hand did not know what the right hand was doing I

think as regards ezpenditure we might find that resources
that are put by Governnent to this end might be wmore
profitably utilised if this were the case and if there

were real findings on this we would see that we could do
much more for senior citizens even with the report which ve
now dedicate than we do now.

I am thinking also of soume of the jealousies that arise in

respect of one department, in respect of another, of one
organisation, charitable organisation, in respect of another.

I think there is trewendous fund of good will in Gibraltar,

as the collections and so forth denonstrate, for the care of our
senior citizens, but I do not think that there has been enouzh
coordination on the part of past Governments in the use of these
resources, I, therefore, urge that the couwittee I was talking about
or any other committee which has representation both fro
Governient and from voluntary organisations, should be
remodelled, if this hasn't happened yet, and that they
should produce soue sort of inforuation as to the probleil.
How many people do we have outside the Governuent Hostels;
what is the real dewand to get into the Jolm lMackintosh
Home; do need to plan for an extension of these howesg how
we going to deal with thes¢ problens,

©
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I think this is:absolutely fundamental: otherwise we might spend
inoney in one direction and see the need growing in another. For
instance, in respect of Mount Alvernia, if it is true as I am sure

it is, the Honourable Mr Montegrifio has said that the Govern.eunt
shall have to spend money on Mount plvernia, the present {inancial
situation there, it is not just a question of getting control or a say
in these Homes, it is also a guestion &s to how much money should be
put into that at the expense of the developuent of our scrvices for
senior citizens in their homes,
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There is of course the very obvious points of pemsions,
these need to be raised and the Supplementary Benefits,
to my mind, the rules nust be revised to ensure

that the Departuent of Labour and gocial gecurity

is not regarded with any hostility by people visiting.
T an sure that the general intention of visitors is a good
one, but they are hamstrung by the rules which they
have to operate., I think it is a rather peg®ish
attitude on the part of Government to say, "Look,

you must Jjustify absolutely every piece of furniture
that you have hembefore we can give you any kind of
supplenentation.” phis in social cost is a tremendous
- loss to Gibraltar. I believe that the simple

phrase "Senior citizen" which we owe to the Hon J
Bossano, has done a lot to change attitudes in the
pensions fields and so forth, It is a more tasteful
nane than the one that we used to have before,

To give one further illustration, I wonder what the
response was in these holidays abroad for elderly

persons, whether we got nore people for Mount plvernia
than we got from people living with their families or

on their own, rhe Christmas bonus given to Mount
Alvernia is another example, We tend to give that to
People who are there, whom we can identify as being there,
but we tend to forget about other people.

And lastly I urge the Housing Authorities - I know they are
under strength and so forth -~ but then there is a case foT
transfer of accomaodation, to regard these older folks,

the senior citizens, I wouldn't say specially because we all
have problems, but to be aware of the needs of these older
persons, especially those living on their own, and where there
has been medical certification that they have a problen,

Now, as to implementation, I think the House is full of
concern for this problem and perhaps so much €ull of concern
in the past that we have tended to do these things

pimcemeal here and there and we should attempt to

coordinate these efiorts, I was saying, as

regards imple.entation of tih 3, I do not agree that these
natters should await a future government, I think very
valuable work can be done, Certainly what the

Minister says is correct, that they could revise the
procedure for admission to Mount plvernia and try and see whut
.the real demand is there, but also I would urge hiu to put
to the Social welfare Cowmittee, or any other relevant
organisation, that they start now preparing the ground,
preparing soue sort of inforuation for any future
governaent,
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I think a simple listing of the services available and
the amount of money spent and who are the recipient of
these services, would be of great benefit to the

- next Govermuent of Gibraltar so that not only

a good deal can be done for the senior citizens but a
conprehensive one. One on which not only the next
government but future Governuents can themselves build,

HON CHIEF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, because of a professional interest in

one aspect of the question of the rumning of the Mackintosh
Homes I have some information which might be helpful

to the House. I may have an indirect interest in

what is happening in Mount Alvernia but once I declare

that, I think I am entitled to say what I want. And I

think it is only fair because I understand that the great
difficulty that has arisen nore recently has been the
stringency with which people are allowed into the Homes,
particularly Mount plvernia, This arises as a result of

the escalating cost of running the Home which are not net

by theamount that the Mackintosh Trust has devoted to it,

and I can say that the governors for whom my fira has

acted in the past and is acting now, are urging the
Trustees,in fact have an application before the Court, to
devote more of the money of the Trust to the main Trust of
the Mackintosh will, which is the Homes for aged people,

That is the main trust of the Mackintosh yill, and to devote
more noney to it to make their lives easier, In the meantiue
they have had naturally like anybody who is in need, recourse to
government money, which is public uoney, and there mas this
immediate grant to relieve a certain situation, But the
Governuent feel that the question of the application

to the Governors should be heard to see how much more money
can be devoted out of the Mackintosh Fund, For the tiue
being there is a substantial suw which will come in due course
on the death of the daughter of the late John Mackintosh,

but that could take another 15 or 20 years and that wvould not
relieve the situation.

I know that that is one of the wain difficulties and I entirely
agree with what my colleague has said. There has also been a
committee appointed to see whether the administration is sensible
or not, and whatever the result if in the end public funds

are to be spent in the running of Mount plvernia, much as we ove

to the John Mackintosh Terwst and to the late John Mackintosh for
having these Homes, if we are going to pay substantial sums in
order that these Homes are run in a satisfactory manner and that the
criterion of adumission is made much easier for more people to be
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able to go there, then of course it is only proper
that the govermment should have a say in how the wmoney
is spent generally.

HON L DeVINCENZI

Mr speaker, from what the Honourable and Learned the
chief Minister has said it appears to me that he favours
the status quo vis a vis the manageuent and the running
of the Homes the only thing is that government would get
more involvedeeees

HON CHI&F MINISTER

' If the Honourable Member will give way. I said that if the
Governiaent is going to spend money towards the Home we should
have a say how the money is spent,

HON L DeVINCLENZI

Yes, Mr gpeaker, the word there "if Government is to spend
money," that is why I took it that the Chief Minister
accepts that the Homes should be run as they are now,
except that Govermuent could contribute whenever needed and
then,...

MR SPEAK:R

I don't think the Chief Minister has got authority to do away
with the Trust or the assets of the Trust as it exists,

IION L DEVINCENZI

No, Mr Speaker, he hasn't, The only thing, Mr Speaker,

is that whether it is this Chief Minister or the next chief
Minister, what I an trying to say, Mr Speaker, is that it is
governuent's responsibility to look after the welfare of the senior
citizens and that there should be full involvement. Now,

the involvement of the John Mackintosh prust should be perhaps
incidental, Whether it is a major or a minor contribution

is I think immaterial, Government perhaps should try, and I an
sure they would get the support of the llackintosh prust, in
getting maximuwa support from this Trust which as the Chief
Minister said himself, is in a way designed to help

the senior citizens, but it is governuent's responsibility. mhis
is my main point.
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Mr gpeaker, as the management exists today I think that
the nuns and the workers there are no doubt doing an
excellent work, but by their very nature they are
probably conservative in attitude, and even

in mentality, and that added to the fact that all

the cash needed’'4s not there, help bring about the
situation which is about now and vhich has necessitated
calling upon @Govermnment for help. I think, Mr gpeaker,
most close observers of this set-up will agree that
whilst perhaps at the higher levels all these
organisations are very well meaning and socialistic in
attitude, when it coues down to the day to day ruaning,
the conservative attitude does .come to the fore and
there is bound to be selection and what have you,

which as the Honourable Mr Bossano said tends to discriuninate
perhaps-against those who need it most.

Mr Speaker it is ten minutes past one now and we have had
several speakers on this subject. All I would add is to urye
any future governuent to. take whatever steps are necessary
and to do so as quickly as possible, To involve theaselves
fully with the care of senior citizens and then get as uuch
noney as possible from the John Mackintosh Trust to help iu
the running of it, rphank you, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER

I will call on the wmover to reply then, if there are no otherx
contributors,

HON J BOSSANO

Mr Speaker, I am glad that all wmembers of the House have cxpregsed the
sentinents that they have done and the support for the motion and for
what it seeks to do, which is to rectify a situation which I
describe, Mr gpeaker, as really as a blot on our comwunity, and one
certainly which I was unaware of until the last few weeks, was as

bad as it appeared to be. mhere are two points which I would like to
make absolutely clear what is the intention behind the motion: one is
that I accept that there has to be a long term solution to the
Problen which cannot be done immediately but which a Governuent must
frame in an awareness of the extent of the problem, and the short-
coming of the present facilities. Otherwise whatever long teru
solution they come up with will also fall short. 7The

second thing is that now, straight away
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that now the Government must accept respon51oility for
those people that are shunned by the Homes and shunned
0y the Hospitsl. That must be put right, Mr Speaker, -

because those '©ld people.are now at the receiving end -
and there:are & number of individual cases which I bring
to the attention of the Minister for Labour and Social
Security and I hope thet the Honouradle Member will take

2 personal 1nmbrest in following them up and seeing that
the Department does what it can with its present .
inadequate resources to msake their lives easier in thei
cireumstances - that is one immediste thing theat I would
like to see the Governmment doing - the other immediste
thing that I would like the Government to do-would be to
tell the Board of Management of the Homes that the renorts
that there are of the selection procedures give rise .to-
nisgivings in Govermment ‘s mind but Govermmant has already
put money and therefore Government alresdy hns an interest
in the matter and that it is unacceptable to Government
that whether a person is admitted to Mount Alvernis or not
admitted to Mount Alvernis, for example, should be decided
not in accordance with known guidelines but in accordance
with velue judgments which perhaps as I say instead of
being correlated with poverty and ill health, anpcar to be
correlated with good health and wealth, and that, Mr Speaker,
seems to be a negation of what the Home 1s supposed to be
doing. I commend the Motion to the House.

Mr Spesker then put the question in the terms of the
Honourable J Bossano’s motion which was resolved in the
affirmative and the motion was accordingly nassed.

The House reéesse@ at 1.15 p.m.

The House resumed at 3.15 Delle

IR SPEAKIR

We are still on'Private Members’ Motions and the next metter
on the Agenda is the motion of which the- Honourable the
Leader of the 009031t10n gave notice five deys ag0e

HON M XIBERRAS

Could I enquire before moving my motion what the Govermment
intend to do with the report of the Select Committee on

Broadcastlngy/whether they cre Drepqred to take this now?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER

1 have given you notice, Mr Speaker, that I propose at a
later stage to move suspension of Standing Orders to deal

with the report.'r

HON M XIBERRAS

Is the Honourable-Chief Minister not prepared to move thnt
particular motion now? . :

HON CHIEF NMINISTER

I think it is fair that oll Members should have as much
time 28 possible before it is discussed.

IIR SPEAKER

I have also received notice from the Leader of the Oppositinn
that he is going to raise on the adjourmment certain
representations made to the Honourable lMembers by Mr Peter
LOOk. joe

HON I XIBERRAS

Mr Soeaker, I have the Honour to move that this House
deplores the inconsistency, inection, incompetence and weak-
ness of the present Government elected in June 1972.

Lr Spesker, the present Government took office from 2 yesars
8 or 9 months after the closure of the frontier and sfter

the first non-AACR government ever in Gibraltar, and in the
midst of very considernble controversy surrounding certsin
matters which affected Gibraltar in all its resnects. The
words that have been put into the motion are quite deliberntea.
Those of inconsistency, inaction and incomnetence are words
which the Govermment have heard before from me, the added
word of weakness is rather more topical but I shall come to
that later. Mr Speaker, to try to deal with all the asnpccts
which have come before this House, which have a bearing on
the terms of my motion, would be quite impossible even if I
were to speak for 3 hours which I do not intend to do. 3ut
I think it is fitting, particularly with the present Leesder:
of the House listening in, that I should move this motion -
in the House because Honourable lembors on this side have
always glven a great deal of importance to the deliberations
ST the House and have alwsys been concerned that the »ublic
in so far es it is possible and practical, should look to the
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House of Asscembly es the place where the important issucs

of Gibralter are concerned,. ' It is perhaps one of the
failings of the present Govermment thet they have

sttempted to drew sttention awsy from.this House of

issembly, perhaps out of a fear of being bested in debate,
perhaps because they have to be responsible for what they

say and an answer can be given to what they say. The -
deetings of the House of Assembly used to teke place when

our Government was in office ususlly late in the evening,
when people could attend and people could find out what

was happening. The present Leader of the House chose

with liis usual panache for avoiding questions and avoiding

a public confrontation of his attitudes, started the

practice of having the major part of meetings when peonle,
cspecidlly working people, were unable to attend the mect-
ings of the House. It is 2 fact, Mr Speaker, that in the
four years of this ALLCR government excent for the frequent
occasions on which the Government has been directly :
confronting a goodly scctor of the community, meetings of

the House have been as 111l attended, may I say with =211 due
respect to the faithful few who do sttend, nss it is now.,

I mention this in opening, Mr Speaker, bogimes I feel that
this House and nowhere else is the place where Honourable
liembers are responsible for what they say, can be picked

up on what they say, can be criticised constructively =nd
policies which are of benefit to the community generally

can be worked out in full view of members of the public.

It is in this House where members of the public cen see
Honourable Members debating points and see who has the
policies, the measures, which are of benefit to Gibraltar.
Because ‘leadership is not about drifting with the tide,
leadership is not about taking the line of least resistance,
leadership does not lie dim political onportunigesws:, leader-
ship is not merely a question of making statements on ‘
television with nobody to guestion them excent an interviawer
who very rarely attends the functions of this House for S
reasons which are perfectly understandable and who can there-.
fore not really be expected to draw out the cardinsl issuss
and the main lines on which narties are committed. The
pvresent Govermment took office with a mandate of restoring
sanity to Gibraltsr, of ending cheaos, And they were not

as eloquent or as definite as I intend to be, they were out
to create a united Gibraltar through the reconcilistion

of the various interests and to the good of Gibraltar as =
whole. I heve not mentioned the adjective British Gibraltar
because Honourable Members on the other side drape this
aspect of things down very much in their manifestos. How-
ever, 1 am prepared to concede that if they had had the fore-
oizht to look over their next four years in office, they

o~
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aight have very well included a categorical statement in
rclation to the adjective I have just used. But so many
taings, so many views have changed in these four years os
regards the clection manifesto and the election campaign.
of Honourablec Members opposite. Mr Spéaker, the first of

these major changes only became known to this House almost

half way through the term of office of this Governmsnt and .

1 o i o ie ini a Ney <, d
DoZSRSE 157 S 8 bt R CL T VRS ot 0 o PO e TS
and uyself to New lork, it becune kuoun wfter a great deal of pressing
by Honourable Members on this side of the House and by
the press in general that the Chief Minister had had secret
talks with Spanish representatives in Brussels. Honourable
lMembers will recall that the question of the attitude of
the two parties to talks was one of cardinal issues at the
last election. The Chief llinister in a recent communiguc
has attempted to drew Honourable Members on this side of
the House into further dispute about the s¥ents surrounding
1972, If it has to be done of course we will accept this
challenge and I have full authority from the then Chief
lMinister bafore 1972 to publish certain communications
which will not tend to prove conclusively one side or
enother but couldfg;ve a good indication of the events of
those months prior to June 1972. However, it is not on
this part of the history, such as it is, of the present
government that I intend to dwell, it is more on the
development of Government and Opposition and the inter- -
play between the two in the time between the meeting on
the Gibraltarian view in 1972 and the passing of the motion
of talks with Spain at the beginning of 1975. ¥Nr Snanker,
the great division which Gibraltar suffered in 1972 in the
election which resulted in the narrowest of victories for
Honourable Members opposite by a matter on the last seats
of less than 200 votes with eight seats to one side and
seven to another, the great division was hardly annlauded
by one side or the other of the public that voted. Neither
do I think was it applauded or welcomed by the many people
who abstained at that time. There was deep and personal
injury done in the course of those meetings snd that
election campeign and I hold myself responsible for trying
to heal those wounds end trying to arrive at a position
which Gibraltar as a whole could support. It bceeame clear,

Mr Speaker, that times were about to change and that the
attitude of the Chief Minister and Honourable Members
Opposite as regards the desirebility of beginning talks

with Spain was going to lead us into very dark trouble.

iven though France had not died it was clear for all to sec
that his days would not be long and it was clear that Snain’s
needs would lead her towards Common Mierket and NATO inter-
sration and that as e prerequisite for such integration

they would have to be mejor changss in Spain. Although
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nobody could have wished a longer reign to the #g slfrgHead

of State for what he had done to us the people of Gibraltar,"
it was clear for all to see that the changes towards a '
more democratic Spain would give rise to eertein dangers

for the people of Gibraltar and certein question marks

would arise in the minds of certain people in the

United Xingdom as to the real future of Gibraltar, I

need not, Mr Speaker, quote to Honourable Nembers their
attitude at that time, all Honourable Members made it quite
clear when I raised the matter of the Chief Minister’s
mectings in Brussels, that they thought that "jaw jaw” was
better than "war war" and that no harm could come of talking,
These phrases and similar ones came out of the mouth of
almost every single member of the Government. And though
there was deep concern and deep annoysnce in the benches

on this side of the House as to the scecret meeting in
Brussels held at the request of Her Majesty s Government

as we found out and although whet had transpired at this
meceting became known in Gibraltar only as a result of

certain correspondence in the London paper The Times, and
even though Honourable Members on this side of the House

have justification to feel very much eggrieved that these
meetings had been held in secret and it had not been thousht
fit to consult even the Leader of the Opposition gn! this
wceting,and even though it was only 20 months after the event
that we had informeation as to this five~hour meeting in
Brussels with the Spanish representative, it was my
instinctive reaction in proposing a vote of censurce on the
Chief Minister to move straight away and in the interest

of Gibraltar another motion which attempted to get & united
front for Gibraltar even after all this trouble on the issue
of telks with Spain. Honourable Members will recall that
although predictably the motion of censure was defeated =nd
although on the second motion asking for a common view, for
no talks with Spein’' for as long as Spain was adamant o .
sovereignty, although on this motion all Honourable #¥embers
on the other side of the House expressed the feeling theat it
was better to talk than not to talk and that nothing but
#0204 could come of it, I was delighted by the inconsistency
of the Government and after consultation with the Chief
Minister we were able to vote a very strong and a very
powerful motion in this House which all Honourable Members
supported which if I might paraphrase said thet talks with
Spaln were not in Gibraltar’s interest for as long as Snain
was adamant on sovereignty snd in any case should not take
slace without prior consultetion with the other side of the
House. It was conceded that Her Majesty’s Government in
the exercise of our foreign affairs was ontitled to sugrest
and to initiste talks, though it was not conceded that »ur
foreign affairs should be purely a matter for Her Majesty s
Govermment to judge upon and certeinly not that our future
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was a matter which we entrusted to the exclusion @f‘ell; -
advice from Gibraltar to the exclusion. of all legitimate

and well considéred advice from Gibraltar, that we

conceded this right to Her Majesty s Government. -And so,
Mr Speaker, despite our differences we had here a cornerstone
for the formulation of a view which Gibraltesr as a whole
could support, which Honourable Members on both sides of

the House could support, which the Trade Union movement
could support and one which would stond us in good stead

in the developing situation in Spain, Honourable Members
will recall that Franco died, I think it wes in November.
and that by this time - it was in fact in October 197% -
that I had taken steps to start a process towards the
frormulation of a Gibraltarian view in which I may disclose
the issue of no talks wes a cornerstonec, and efter November
there wes absolutely no doubt that Spain would turn towards
demoeracy. - I recall seeking clarification of the Chief
Linister’s attitude to the question of talks in a certain
forum and I was delighted by his reply that in any case
there was no one to talk to in Spain because Governments
were changing, or words to that effect. This, Mr Speaker,
could only rebound in the interests of the community =and
despite the ingonsistency of the Govermment, despite its
turnabout, I was delighted with that result. At no tinme
did "I press the point in public, at no time did I say:
"Well, I do not know what the Chief Minister is going to
do"™, though I was concerned. Mr Speaker, in July 1973,

as I said, I wrote to the Governor pointing out the necd,
gspecislly with what had hapnened with the last Governor,
Sir Varyl Begg, pointing out the need for a united Gibralter.
It was barely a year, a year and a few months after the
elections and the grest division which had taken place.  And
I submitted this letter, candidly, without excluding any of
my thoughts, to the Chief Minister, with the Governor’s
agreement, at-least without his objection, and from then

on I continued to press for a Constitutional Conference to
be called and a Constitution Committece to be set up.
Honoursble Members are aware of this whether or not they
were informed of this by the Chief Minister and becausec

the attempt to form a Constitution Coumittee became public
knowledge as a result of my questions in the House. The
Chief Minister in answer to ny questions made the provisns
that he thought that we should be united in our views before
we sought a Constitutional Conference because otherwise if
there were divisionsthere was, in his view and in mine
expressed to him before he answered that guestion, no chance
of obteining a Constitutional Conference. I gladly acceded
to that point and we set to work in d-nstitution Gommittee
to try to formulate 2 Joint view. Mr Speaker, the fate of
the fonstitution Sommitteec and the constitutional »ropossls
1f not well known by all in Gibraltar are at least known to
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to Honourable Members here. They know that in the end
after much discussion for two years there were joint

views expressed. The Chief Minister hes said that he

has agreed to my perty’s proposals in order to reach this
joint view. The Chief Minister has said that he agreed
with thesec proposals in order to make possible a
Gibraltarian view. On our part we made it quite cleer

in the body of the report that our agreement to the
Constitution Comnittee which was the AACR proposal had

the same purpose in mind. In any case, Mr Sneaker, we
stated clearly in the réport that our agreement to the
Gonstitution Comnittee was conditional on other things
being accepted by Her lMajesty’s Govermnment end, of course,
by the AACR because we felt that the Committee system
could not .operate to give but one exsmple, 1if there were
no common standards to be simed at by ell members who were
clected after the next election and that better than have
the personsl grievaences and divisions that would arise if
there werc no common standards which would have besen given
by the permanent cconomic link which sets those standards
ot British standards to be progressively achieved, rather
than have these personal divisions whiech would make govarn-
ment almost unworkable, we would not have the committee
system. Mr Speeker, in essence the two mein proposals
represented to Mr Hattersley when he came nine months ogo
when it was felt that we would be able to agree in the

long run after more deliberstion on a common set of
proposals. Mr Speaker, that set of proposals was
desceribed by Mr Hattersley as proposals for closer
integration but I must meke clear thet at no time did I
press in committee the word integration nor did I at =ny .
time insist on giving the relationship that was sought by
both sides a name. We simply argued out the pronosals so
that everybody could be aware in the committec of what the
shortcomings were. The shoxteonipss from our philosonhy
and the shortcomings on the AACR philosophy and that it wes
e compromise view taking into account what was best in the
circumstances for Gibraltar. I remember asking the Chiezf
Minister, oncec it was clear that we would agree, whether

he would be prepared to fight for these proposals and he _
assured me that he would be. Mr Spesker, I think I would .
be entitled to accuse Honourable Members of inconsistency
in agreeing to these proposals.

MR SPEAKER

llay I say that I have been very liberal because I was hoping

you would come to the substence and that all you have said
must of necessity be a preliminary to the accusations that
Jou are making against Government. So far you have given
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a history of whet has transpired.

HON M XIBERRAS

Mr Speaker, I sm sctually telking about the inconsistency.
I heve described the inconsistency a2s regerds tslks with
Spain. This I have made clear and I have now brosched
the questlon of the constltutlon g-rmmittee, Mr Speskor,
these views were joint views and I have not chided the -
Government up to now until what hanpened in London with
inconsistency or whose side the proposals fevoured.  How-
ever, I did expect the Chief Minister to defend the '
proposals in London es. what they were, » joint view, o

Gibreltar view, a view in which both sides had qmaluamthG
their constitutional thinking and had produced something
which they thought was of immediate benefit to Gibraltar
and should be taken to the Secretary of State at the time
thet it was. I am not going to dwell on this business ~f
who said what in ILondon other than to take upn the Chief
inister’s own public words in Gibraltar thet of course I
Cefended my proposels.and he defended his nproposals or I
defended my proposals more and he defended his pronosals
more, with greater vigour. I do not think that even if

he were qcourate in his representation of what hannened ot
that meeting, that that igs what the public understands by
defending a joint view. I stand . by what I have srid in
respect of what hajspened at the meeting but I do not think-
that the public expects a set of joint proposals to be
fought for harder by one side and less hard by another side
if these proposals are joint, if these proposals have becn
discussed over two years, if they represent a Gibraltarien
View. Because, to teke an example, whst would hannen,

Mr Speaker, if the leaders of Gibraltar were to go on =
Joint set of proposals in some fuature event for talks. with
Spain and one leader were to stress one side more than the
Other side? Would not the Spanish government, let slone
iIr Hattersley, the liinister, take. advantage of one side
being prepared to fight the harder for one set of proposals
than another because they happen to have contributed it?

Is this what the public understend by a common view or =
Gibraltar view and is this what they are to understand by

a common view in the future in matters where the vital
interests of Gibraltar are at stake? I do not think so,
lir Spesker. But, there it is, the Chief Minister has
already commented to the press on the London meeting and I
feel that what he has hed to say and what his perty has hed
to say more than illustrates the point that on the basic
proposals, on what Andrew Walker of BBC called a couple of
days after the meeting, called the more important proposals,
namely, UK citizenship and the permanent economic relatisn-
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ship, Her Magosty s Governmenx has not agrpod and Andrew
Walker carried on saying in the Spﬂnlsh service of the B3C
that Britain had indicated to the"Gibraltarians where th°1r
future lay if the Gibraltarians could see it. ~This is n.

view of an important newspaperman, a commentator in the
United Klngdom, but I think it illustrates at least why

the London meeting developed from the seeking of the
Constitution Conference by both lesders of Gibraltsar,
Govermment and Opposition leaders, into something mich
broader an indieation of the way that Her lajesty’s
Govermment was-thinkin: a&s regards the futurc. It is this
rather than the failure of the Chief Minister to defend the
proposals as a whole, which concerns me. It concerns me,
Mr Speaker, because having seen the record of inconsistency
of the Chief Minister on this important issue and allied
ones, I am much concerned gbout the future of Gibraltar
es I hinted to the House in two mnotions taken this morning.
Mr Spesker, perhaps the Chief Minister could give us in
this House, in reply, his sssessment es he has given it to
members of the information services so that the peonle of
Gibraltar will know to what extent he feels that there is ao
denger or to what extent he is belng even more inconsistent .
with the statement he made at the ALCR conference as ‘
Justification for his standing for election, that there
were subtle dangers facing Gibraltar with the democratic.
situation in Spain and this was the main reason why he
anted to be there, he wanted to be present, at any future
tﬂlks. Because if he wants to be present and he wants the

people of Gibraltar to elect him to be present, then he hqs;‘
an obligation to assess the situstion and inform the :

people of Gibraltar es to what his position is. Mr SpnpKer,
I hope thqt after the statement the Chief Vinister head nrde,
the latest one in'Blanco y Negro, widely reported, about
soverelgnty and about the genecral firm line which he tock

in Blanco y Negro he can still stmnd by I am sure that

he will say, ycs. I em certain that he will repeat pladpes
but the reason why I ask him to do this, to give his analysis
of the developing situation in Spain, not to Spanish .
journalists, not to members of the press, but to Honourshle
lMembers here in the House, is beocause I do hnot think thet
his attitude to what Mr Hattersley had to tell us not simnly
in respect of the proposals but on the wider issues, on the
rights of the people of Gibraltar, I would like tc think

that I would not have to condemn him too on inconsistency
on that.

I have made clear that I have said that the Chief Minister’s
attitude was accommodating at this meeting and I stand by -

this view, Let me give an illustration, Mr Speaker. In
respect of United Kingdom citizenship I understand that

the ALACR communique ststes that the AACR is sotisfied with
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the reply of Mr Hattersley. Vr Hattersley s reply wes
that nationality laws were being considered for revision,
tuat it was exploratory st this stage and that the people
of Gibraltar would be no worse off in respect of entry
into Britain, #han thoy aro now, And

the Chief Minister said thank you for that, assurance and
obviously accepted it. And what went on at the meeting,
lMr Spenker, what the Chief Minister seid went on at the
meeting, Perhaps is neither here nor there. But what 1is
important is that the AACR says now and what the AACR says
now is that they are satisfied for the time being with
this assurance. I would call this, Mr Speaker, an
accommodating attitude in itself., ind this is not some-
thing which I have invented the Chief Minister seid, I am
talking about the AACR communique as stated. Now,

I'r Speaker, is there not an inconsistcency between the
lecaders of Gibraltar golng and asking for United Kingdom
citizenship with 81l its attributes as a constitutionsl
change as possibly the most important proposal in our
constitutional prOposals agreed to by the Chief Minister
in 1970, repeated now in 1976 in the context of e possible
revision of nationality legislation, and this attitude of
the AALCR communique that they are satisfied with what
indrew Walker called "mere guarantees"? Is this showing
a consistant attitude throughout on this most important
matter or wes it not the duty of the leaders of Gibraltar
at thet meeting having sgrced to this to press for ruch
nore than that?  Last night Mr Speaker, I was thinking
these things over end I seid to myself: "How could the

British Govermment fzil to give us a guarantee that if
nationality laws were chang séd in Britain the neople of

Gibraltar would have the same nationality, the same citizen-
ship, as the »neople in the United Xingdom? How was 1t
possible to stop short at that position? How was it -
possible in view of the preamble to the Constitution?

IIr Hattersley totally unaware of the doubts that this would
obviously conjure up with the people of Gibraltar here.

Was the Chief Minister not aware of this? Surely,

Mr Speaker, Mr Hattersley knew the essence of our
representation on this. particular matter for 9 months.
Surely he knew the importance we attach to it. Surely,
Franco had died already and he knew exactly what the

import and the purport of our representations were and how
could he fall short of giving us thst assurance. How

could it enter his mind that the British Government would
be allowed to teke up a position on this matter once it

hod come to a head in the present circumstances, could teke
an attitude which it must guarsntee us, that if there were
changes in British Nationality we would not have the same
citizenship, the same nationality, as the people of Britain?
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How can . he ceonceive of it and how can the people of

Gibraltar accept that position now? To accept any-
thing less than that assurance and by that T do not mean
that we should be given on the spot UK citizenship, I
mean an assurance that we would never, whatever hamnened

in Britain, we would never have a different nationality
from the seople of Britsin or a different citizenship.

e who-are in the Common Market, whet worth is the
sssurance sbout entry, if the right of entry might
legitimetely be claimed by us as members of.the Common
Market. And this we got unfortunately not from Her
liajesty s Government directly but by virtue of Her
liajesty 's Govermment intergration into Burone. It is
indeed, Mr Speaker, an accommodating attitude to adont

t0 sccept anything less than that assurance. Mr Speaker,
I will not go through all the proposals but I think that
the inconsistency of the Chief Minister in his attitude,

in his will to fight, in his mood to defend, ond in his
pledges to his eoclleagues, display this inconsistency to

a very high degreec. I go no further than the word
inconsistency, Mr Speaker. Mr Speeker, for two years

now the Opposition has been conscious of its role in
Constitution Committee, its behaviour has been one of
constructive criticism. Constructive, Mr Speaker, in =
series of events which I now turn my attention to, namely,
the pay reviews and the relationship with the Union. This
Government in 1972 was faced with a pay review, Mr Spesaker,
were faced with a financial situation left by the previous
administration after two years and eight months, perhens
among the toughest that Gibraltar has had to face follow-
ing the closure of the frontier. And they got into

power, as the Honourable Mr Canepa often says, and facing
this pay review their general attitude and the specifiec
statement of the Chief Minister was that the previous
sdninistration had left ho money to meet that nay review
even, I believe, the offer that was tabled by officisls t>
cover the interim period of 40p or so, that they would have
a deficit even with 40p on the table. I nced not, of
course, elaborate on what was eventually got by the unions
but I do want to point out again the inconsistency of the
Govermment in this that having steted publicly on
television that there would be no money, after a very, ,
very unsubtle attempt to boost up expenditure snd denreciate
revemie the pay review was met and some very long time after-
wards 1n the course of events in this House we found that
therg was a surplus. But, Mr Spesker, that was only after
conslderable turmoil, even on that oceasion, though of
course by nho means comparable of what happened on another

veeasion. The Chief Minister blatantly accused the last

administrgtion of leaving no money. He used a noliticel
argument in order to defeat an industrisl claim. And he



422

was proved wrong bdn economic brounds A8 was so wonderfullv
done by Mr Joe Bossano in a very long speech that he made
and circulated to members of the press as he reviewed. tha
economic performance of the Goverrnment. - What a morass
of inconsistency and of incompetence, ‘the history of the
industrial relations of this Government. ~What shame to
a goverment to have to adopt 1,000 different posturcs,
public and otherwise, to nls-stqte the figures, hecause
the previous administration had not committed the
Government to anything wore.. And yet when from the:
Qpoosition Major Peliza seid £5 Honourable Members
opposite despite their complete misreading of the financial
situation, jumped so high.that they almost hit the ceiling
of this House, what an inconsistency to have to face »
certain sector of the community with the level of wage
settlement which this Government had hed to accept. The
1972 negotiations, if such they can be called, should have
been a lesson to the people of Gibraltar thet the
Government had no views on salaries. The Honourable
Lr Montegriffo has before the election been renorted. as
saying that the object of the Govermment was to keep wages
steady, to keep them low. What an inconsistency,
- l'r Speaker, now, four yecars later, what incomnetence in
the furtherance of the Government aims end what weakness
in respect of their stated aims.

kr Spesker, came the 1974 review and ceme the motion on
barity moved I believed it was by the Honourable and
Gallant Kejor Peliza.  And what o superstar-J °*the Chief
Minister made in relation to parity of wages in this Houscz.
How well he excited his sense of ridicule and poured it on
donourable Members on this side of the House, how he
referred with great weight and authority to MacMshon, this
unemployed gentleman quoted in Newsweek somewhere around
Newcastle. O0f course Honourable Members smile, I think
1t is indicative of the standards which public 1lifé have
rcached, Mr Speeker. I am very greteful, Mr Speaker, for
thelr attention, no doubt they have something to learn but
.1 do not think anything I could tell them would make them
learn snything if they have not learned from their bitter
experiences in the past - this is the point which I intend
to make leter - I do not think they have learnt at all.
But this is an argument which belongs more to Mr Bossano
than to me. Mr Speaker, came this motlon and of course
~this concept of parity of wages was out, the Government
- could not contemplate it, it was the height of the absurd
for anybody to come here and propose parity of wages with
sinply the power of reasoning and the power of" argument and

the power of logic and figures and concern. It was too
muech to ask, Mr Speaker, that the Chief Minister and his

®
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colleagues should be convinced by the power of logie,

that they should be convinced in a civilised and democratic
manner about these things. The motion was not only
rejected, Mr Spesker, it was not even considered. And

yet when the Gibraltasr Trades Council put in their
submission for parity of wages things began to takec on a
different colour, a different complexionh. It is true

that the Chief Minister resisted the ides. One of our
arguments in the course of the motion on parity hed been
that we could get industrial peace this way, thet our
respohsibilities would come to the measure of our power.

ir Speaker, the Chief IMinistex is not paying any attention
at a2ll to this but as the GTC cawmpaign got under way we

had the Chief Minister at his most inconsistent and, if

I may say, incompctent, Deliberate inaction, Mr Sperker,
that was his policy - not doing anything. Let the Uninn
or Unions crash, let them get nowhere, masterly inaction

by the most exserienced exponcnt of the art. Do. nothing,
even go to the United Nations if necessary but do nothing
aovout the claim. Who will forget, Mr Speaker, in Gibraltnor,
the address of the Chief Ifinister on the 4th of October,

I think it was, 1974? Who will forget his flat and
uncharacteristic denial that any responsible government, not
just his but any responsible government, would ever
contemplate not only psrity but a link in wages and salsries
between Gibraltar and Britain. The Chief Minister shek-s
his head, but perhaps he could refer to the Chronicle of

the 5th of October 1974, and at the bottom of the right

hand column he will find a quotation which I will. not bore
hin with at this time. I will leave that motter becsusc
the Chief Minister shakes his head for the sake of effect
and I shall have great pleasure in quoting it in toto t» him
when I exercise my right of reply. Mr Spesker, but it wes
not only that he felt that no responsible government should
gver accept this wages link, 1t was more thsan this. It

Was s serious and most un-Hessanlike statement of the
consequences that would come to Gibraltar if this was
accepted. There was a categorical enumeration of what
would happen, there was a working out of figures of how ruch
clectrieity would have to go up, by how much rates would
have to go up, of the great harm thet this would do t0 our
case in Gilbraltear, of what advantage they could take of
these circumstances. What a bleak picture, Mr Speaker,

the Honourable Member painted. What a clear stand for o
leader to take and not in this House but publicly on S
television and with the Gibralter Chrenicle giving it full

coverage in the front page at a time of great concern, end
what a meak and mild Chief Minister we had after the event.



424

MR SPEAKER .

I have not- 1nterrupted you for an haur but I would like

to remind the Honoursble Mémber that this is not 2 wote of
censure against ‘the Chief Minister, this is a vote of
censure against the Government, for its policies and. its.
incompetence, accordlnb to the Opp051tlon, in the wark
done ‘in this House in furtherance of their pollc1es, I
imagine. So far I have only heard matters relating to
the Chief Minister and I think I am entitled to say that
you ere using this opportunity to meke an attack on the
deportment and the demeaneue >f the Chief Nlnlst@r and not
on the Government.

HON M XIBERRAS

I bow to your ruling and I would heve said it was obvious
that I am not attadking the Chief Minister or meking
aceéusations on the Chief Minister as a person. Then a
person is Chief Minister he carries with him the
responsibility of the Government . o «

LR SPEAKER

Order. ETven though he carries the responsibility of
Government you can bring a vote of censure agsinst the
Chief Minister. However, you have chosen, to bring A vote
of censure against the Government and that is where yﬁu
should direct your remarks.

HON M XIBTRRAS

I have come to that and what I am saying is that the

Chief Minister in certain areas clearly is speaking for-
the Govermnment, but if it would be more in order I will say
the Chief Minister representing the Government every time I
made an allusion, These are not accusations, Vr Spesker,
If they are what I consider to be statements of fact and
the Chief Minister can laugh and that also. is a statement
of fact, Mr Speaker, that he slways laughs when he has no
other reply to make. Ir Speaker, I am glad that I am
putting everybody to sleep I am glad thet I am putting
Honourable Members of the Government to sleep because I-
think it is a sleeping matter, Mr Speaker, that Gibraltar
should have been subjected to 13 weeks of industrial strife.
I .think it is a sleeping matter, Mr Speaker, that the Chiaf
Minister on behalf of the Govermment should tell the people
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of Gibraltar to tske a certein step would practicelly
end in their ruin as o people and if that is a sleeping
matter, Mr Speaker, I do not know when I shall wake unp,
or the Chief Minister. I do not know. I just nut it
as a matter of great inconsistency, a matter on which
the Government could have resigned but after 13 weeks,
Mr Spesker, with talks going on between Government snd
Opposition with a possibility of getting =2 united
Gibralter - and I do not know whether I shall ever live
this down with a certain sector of the community,

lMr Speaker - but with the people shouting outside end
throwing bricks through the window and the Chief Minister
inconsistently pale and harsssed because usually he is
very jaunty and laughing as he is now and crowded around
these windows to see what was happening and cowering
there in the ante room of the House of Assembly . . .

HON CHIRF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, I object to the word cowering. Everybody hare
was afraid about what was happening downstelrs as much as
he was because the mob could not be controlled.

HON M XIBERRAS

I withdraw the word cowering, Mr Speaker, snd I em glad
the Chief Minister is no longer sleeping.

MR SPEAKER

I can vouch for the demeanour and the deportment of every
single Member of this House on that particular oceesinn,
If Members wish me to be completely and utterly explicit

I can do so but I do not think it is & matter that one hss
to refer to. \

L

HON I XIBERRAS . T P BRI AE  e

In any case we had the motion which I introduced in this
House, the eventual talks and the eventual let down,

Mr Speaker, when everything had been finally agreed with
the consensus of the Union with the officisl employersy
with the effort of all Honourable Members I belicve, with-
the exception of Miss Anes who was not present on this sids
of the House and Major Peliza, when meetings were ‘held and
everything was absolutely settled and the Chief Minister
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told us when I asked whether we were going to have
another mceting on this he said very inconsistently;
"Wo, we want to talk to the people who matter". By

which he meant the Union, of course,_on this occasion,
The Chief Minister has a habit of talking to the neople

who matter. The interim was settled and Scamp came, the
representations were made, the United Kingdom 1link in
wages and salaries was agreed and the Chief MNinister
came back to the House and he saild, very meck and mild
now, "Yes, this is the best way we think in the
circumstances of achleving industriel peace". The Unions
wanted it.. Mr Montegriffo seys "I am not intergrationist",
even though before he had said that a wages.link was
intergration. And Mr Canepa who had msde several final
offers on television and so forth, now talks very
cloquently about analogues snd so forth, and the people
of Gibreltar will carry on their own sweet way bocause
they have the money, they have the funds, they have the
link in wages and Honourable Members can be proud of their
performnance in these matters, they can be proud of their
competence, of their consistency and of their strength in
these matters. They can be proud of having scttled the
pattern of wages and income for the future in Gibraltesr
for the next four years, let us say. They can be proud
of th%F, they can be proud of having conceived the iden

r it over 10 years, delivered it, geined its ,
ecceptance and seenit work. They.cen be proud that in
this fundemental aspeet of Government in the biggest
problem Gibralter has had to face in the last four yeors
until now, they can now be proud of their contribution.
They can rejoice at their foresight and they can go and
tell the people at the forthcoming election that they had
the foresight, the experience and the intelligence to do.
all these things. The people probably will not remember. .
They will not remember how things were but the Honourable
Mr Canepa, as Minister for ILabour, will be able to explain
this and the Honourable Mr Montegriffo who has often
opposed anything to do with intergration, any ides veguely
related saying: "I am not an intergretionist"; he can
elso go around at election time and he can boast about how
indus%rial peace eame to Gibraltar. Mr Sneaker, when in
opposition, the Honourable Mr Serfaty was full of plans and
the House 1s so used to my criticism and my colleagues’
criticism of Mr Serfaty’s performance over the last four
years that I should not bore you, Mr Speaker, or Honourahle
Members, with any great and elaborate exposition. We.

now gbou r isngm o ¥ urable
SERe Bt 40 Bopiztmont of overiont 4% ot of Sonbivl Tipof bl S RO
measurement of stated objectives againgsy real performsnce
is surely the weakest of the very lot. Mr Speaker, how
lnconsistant, how incompetent and how inactive and how weak
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the Government has been in this respect when a Minister
who has set himself out to do so many things for
Gibraltar, so much development to the extent that the

wholeapnroach of Honourable lMembers opposite when they

were in opposition, was that the economy had to be
expanded, that we had to watch our taxation, that we

were reaching our taxable capacity, thet we could not g»o
any further, that our wages were almost at the very
highest point possible and therefore it was necessary:

to create a higher turnover for the economy, a thought
that no doubt influenced the sttitude to talks with Spain.
That such a key ides in the programme of the LACR in the

"'Jlectlons of 1972 should have taken such an ignominious

trait in the performance of the Government would not be

allowed to go uncontested by any sensible clectorate.
Mr Speaker, the Honourable Member has told us in this

House that up to now the contribution of the Development

- Programme of the Government has been 10 flats re-

modernised and 15 flats sbout toc be re-modernised. Thoy
have finished off Varyl Begg Tstate and they have :
criticised Varyl Begg Bstate for its siting, for the
houses and all the rest of it but that is the only housingz
that Gibraltsr has had. Honourable Members may very well
laugh, they may lodk at their watches, but I have becn
looking at my watch for four years, Mr Speaker, seeing
what is going to happen and it has not happened. The
Government has finished and still we have nothing and we
have been weiting and still we have nothing. We heve not
one hotel, Mr Speaker. I beg your pardon, we do heve one
hotel, yes we do, the Minister’s plaque is on the Holiday
Inn. He just managed to do that. No doubt he
contributed to this but he knows that the major brunt of
the whole work was done during the last administration,
and it was not a Government development project. I an

‘tqlklng about the inconsistency of the Minister: - I .

imegine that the Minister did not mean that he would bu..d
the hotels himself out of Government funds when he used to
preaeh to us from those benches.,. I am saying that
nothing has happened in Gibraltar in this line for the
four years that he has been Minister for Tourism.

lir Speaker, but for housing I could say: Yes, very well,
the pocr man has gone through a bad time and now ws hove
ahead of us & very good programme for Gibraltar. He has
not been able to do it, we were not able to build Veryl
Begg Estate ourselves but we were able to launch it, to zget
it ready, to have the money there, to have the nlans therea.
1t took time, yes, but it was there for Honourasble Members
opposite to allocate according to their wishes. But the
Honourable Member opposite has told us he has 35 flats for
the future in Gibrealtar as regards new construction. rnd
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another Honourable Member hos told us that there are about
something like 1,400 families on the waiting list and we
have heard from the Honourable Member that there is no
chance of more accommodation except ot some future date
some very limited accommodation at Town Renge but he
cannot give a date for that. Mr Speaker, the other grent
achievement of the Government was of course the Sports
Centre. It is a good job, Mr Speaker, that the Honourable
Members opposite did not have to fight for the money for
that or we would not have it here today. I think it is
quite clear that that, too, was a continuation of the last
Govermment after having the stadium dbullt in two years and
8 months, by far the major of the two tasks and yet
Honourable Members arguc that the IWBP was not interested

in sport. Let us look around to other areas of
development. Let us look around to other areas of town
planning. What a dismal performance the Minister has put

up in his four years as town planner, the one lember in
this House, and I think it is fair to make the point _
because he himself makes the point quite often, who argued,
because of his profession, that planning was extremely '
importent and thet it was necessary to be very careful =»out
this. Lnd yet, planning has never been more controversial
than now. There have never been so fateful decisions
taken about town planning, so unpopular decisions taken
about town planning and decisions s0 harmful to the develop-
ment of Gibraltar, But of course all these things could
have been pardoned to the Minister if in pursuance of the
"right to our land"™ philosophy on which the Chief Minister
t0ld us at Budget time in 1976 great advanccs were being
made in order to draw attention awsy from taxation. The
Honourable Mr Canepa  says "nonsense" that it has not got to
do with the right to our land. Well, I sympathise with
the Honourable Mr Caneps and I must apologise bhecausc it
appears to me that the right to our land does not have to
do with land, does not have to do with constitution, does
not have to do with anything except the way people feel.
That is the pure and simple significance of it. No
concrete, tangible policy follows that. I am sure

Mr Canepa feels very much about the right to our lend =nd
at home he is probably acting very much in accordance with
this in the privacy of his house or in the privacy of his
club or in the privacy of wherever he is. But that is

not relevant to polities, Mr Speaker, I would like to know
the relevance of the right to our land to concrete policy.
It seems to me that there is a gross inconsistency in the
right to our land and certein attitudes that have b~en
taken on concrete political problems by Honourable Members
Opposite including Mr Canepa so I fail to see the relevance
of this except, as I say, to Mr Caneps in his nrivate
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“capacity‘er ‘in a:private capacity, I.do not know, or

perhaps even within the AACR context. Perhaps it is an

- idea to keep people together there in the AACR, But I =
‘would like to see it expressed in this House and I thought

“ that I had -<in respect to land. But if the acquisition of
land has nothing to do with the right to our land as I

heard M» Canepa say, then I apologise,: it must have to do
with something else. = In any event, lir Speaker, there is

no land with Mr Serfaty can offer to offset his bungling on
planning matters over the last four years. Everything

woild have béen pardoned, I think, everything would ‘have been
excused if he had got another streteh of land, let us say

the wést side of the seafront. Mr Speaker, we might still
be in time. As a caretaker Government we might still be in
time and perhaps the Honourable liember might be able to
bequeath to the people of Gibraltar that western seafront.

‘I kriow that we had a good proportion of it next to the

TeChnical College under negotiation at a particular time anc
and in four years nothing has happened on that. So, where

'is the consistency, where is the performance, where is the

competence of Honourable Members opposite, where is the
strength of Honourable Members opposite on this basic issue?
lir Speaker, we.come to something else, the airlines, we had
this ‘this morning and I will not say very much. But let

-me say that the Minister made a deal here which pre-empted

his going to the Civil Aviation Authority and then he had

fthg;Gibraltar“Trades Council jump over his head, go to the
-Civil Aviation Authority and get some sort of movement on the
.position. It.was not a very big improvement but it was some

sort of improvement on the position and I am very glad that

my Honourable and Learned Friend lir Peter Isola went along
with him on this last occasion because this was the very first
time that the Honourable Member came back with something in
his pocket., We have not had a tremendous increase in the
number of flights, it is an intractable problem,. I agree.

"But the Honourable Member when he was-in opposition spoke
“about charter flights as if charter flights would cure every-
"~ thing. = Now .we see a more balanced, reasoned and reasonable
.view from the Select Committee. Mr Speaker, the Development
Programme-in 1969 had to do with the availability of labour,
" and the present Development Programme also had to do with the

sveilability of labour because the Honourable Mr Canepa made

‘this quite clear as did the Honourable Mr Mackay. They scid

the previous administration had been too ambitious in their

- development programme, we had tried to do too much. . And the

Honourable Mr liackay when he was.a Member expressed the view
of the Government on the economic terms that we should not

~accelerate development too much beccuse it would result in
“inflation. And the Honourable lir Canepa, Minister for Labour,

said that there were certain labour constraints on the

- Development Programme, that we could not find enough labour

of a particular sort. I know about labour difficulties,
Mr Speaker, having confronted them myself but we were shockec
to hear the Minister for Labour meke use of this argument ot
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a° time when the Government was negotiating its Development
Programme., Obviously Mr Cwnepa Jjust could not have had a
clue about what was involved in the Development Programme,
He had no notion at all how damaging it was to the Gibraltar
case to say that the labour was not available. How little
could be done by anybody wishing to have development if the .
Minister for.babour said that there were constraints on the
labour situation. And this was an argument which I am
sure carried a lot of weight at that time because it did in
1969. There was no labour then as 90% of the operative
labour had vanished overnight and. yet we refused to admit
that labour was a constraint and the money was there but \
three years later for the Minister of Labour to say that in
the middle of negotiations on the development programme is
to cut his own throat and his Government's throat for
oth1n1ng money. Heaven knows that things are difficult to
obtain money because of the situation in Britain, but for
the Minister of Labour to argue the British Governments view
on this is incomprehensible and I think that the lack of
performance of the Government on this matter is due-
unfortunately to what the Minister of Labour had to say then,
He should have prepared a brief, mnde out a case, found
people if he did not have ‘them but ensured that the money
came to Gibraltar. So, Mr.Specker, we have not had any
development programme, we have-had nothing reﬂlly from this
Government., And yet we now finé unemployment in Gibraltor,
we now find unemployment of Moroccans, we find unemployment
amongst our younger people, and.I am not saying that those
people would be put to work on the Development Programme,
-but I am not saying that they were skilled labourers or
skilled people that were requlred but what a tremendous
lacuna , What a s$remendous gap is going to be left where
people who have been working on projects now have moved owr 2N
after all the work of 1969 .to attract people here with money,
with accommodation, after all the work we see our skilled
imported labour force, moving away from Gibraltar. We see
them moving on the UK projects those who can find the work,
we see Taylor Woodrow importing the Philipino labour force
and we .would imagine see the Philipino labour force also m
moving away for lack of work because the Governmént” hus
obtained no money and there is not enough work to:be done,
And whilst Her Majesty's Government have been at the southern
most point building up there in that area a project that
~also approved in our time and which started work in our time,
Gibraltarian projects are negligible. Mr Speaker, there is
the inconsistency; there is 1ncompetence and there is not
“being able to realise what one's fundamental gob is,. I
- have often had words of praise for Mr Canepa as regards social
«r-insurance. We have had a good number of bills and my only
criticism is the general criticism which I have made of himn
that he could have telescoped these changes somewhat mo:c ond
he could have brought them in rather quicker. ' But in any
case I think and I have made it clear that on pensions e
Government has a good record and I have explained why it vas
Rk
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not possible in our time to do this on the actuaricl review
and the gquestion of the Spanish workers and lioroccan workers
which required a very deep and thorough study by the actuaries.
And I will give him credit where credit is due but I have

told him myself that I think he has neglected very much the
labour side of things and he should have perhaps have left
more of these changes in insurance to the people under him
rather than take such a close hand in them himself, But

of course, I repeat, this is worthwhile work, this is lasting
work and I think he has done very well in the question of
pensions. I hope nonetheless, Mr Speaker, that even in this
area for the future we shall be able to reach UK standards,
constitution committee or no constitution committee, that this
will be possible and that he does not go for his half the

work in wage formula ~ I do not know actually how it works

out = but in any case I do hope that we should hove pensions
not less than that if he is in office, if he is in office

then we shall certainly raise the pensions to UX standards.
And so, Mr Speaker, the team working on the development
programme, the Minister for Labour on the one side and the
Minister for Development on the other and the Chief ilinister
again failed very badly and the private sector of the economy
which they said they might be supported and so forth in their
election manifesto has been very hard done by this Government
in respect of building and so forth. Movement is very small
and I do not thing it is going to be very easy to reverse the
p031t10n. Mr Speaker, there is a question of education and
here again let us give credit where credit is due, in respect
of scholarships the Minister has done well. There are two
things 1 believe where the Government has done well, pensions
and scholarships. There has been an improvement, unfortunately
the Minister is not enthusiastic even when he produces some-
thing good for the House but nonetheless I think this is
appre01ated generally appreciated, it is a good move and one
which is fully supported by Honourable liembers on this side and
Wpere we have simply done our job of trying to get that little
bit more, which is our job to do, but it has been a good
performance. It is also a good performance in the provision
of books for the various libraries, i.e. llackintosh Hall, the
schools and so on even though, of course, we gave him qulte a
drubbing at one particular stage but he has done well in that
particular area, But, Mr Speaker, the inconsistencies as
regards the general flow of education have been tremendous over
the last four years., The Minister's statements over co-
education were quite unbelievable, that without consultation
when he himself had said that the Comprehensive system needed
time to settle down, that we had not prepared properly for it
and he threw the Comprehensive system into turmoil by
advocating, not only advocating, by announcing the introduction
of co-education within something like a few months, This, to
my mind, I do not know what madness overtook the Minister, I do
not know why he did it, all I know is that very luckily he
climbed down and Colllster came and a whole new angle was put
into education. But incompetence, inconsistency, surely there
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was there. ' What a distosteful row with the Headmaster:

" in the Comprohen31ve Schooly:what' = shift in announced

policy end we are still reaping the result ‘of that

uncerteinty as regards  the building of the Girls : -
Comprehensive School. = As regards Sports, Mr Sneaker,’
I think, as I sald very early on in this House, thst the
Minister would rue the day when he involved hlmqelf dlrmct—
ly in the affeir of Sport o o e o :

'R SPEAKER

Yes, but I will not allow you 4o open that issue because
that would be repetition. - We have alreqdy ventllqtod .
sport on two different occasions. oy

HON M XIBERRAS

Vr Spesker, I am not going to say very much. I will just
say thest I hope that if by some chence the IFinister is
still Sports Blnlster after thes next election I hope ho
has learnt his lesson because the incompetence, Vr Spe-ker,
the incompetence the Minister heag dlsnlqyod in’this A ‘
particular issue of the £6,000 and of the venturs of GTA
is quite colossal., AS regards housing allocation,
Vr Speaker, we have had one very definite shift in policy.
v¢_had the Honourable Mr fbecasis =2nd his Dersonql approach
being replaced by the Honourable: Mr Zammitt, The
Honourable Mr ibecesis whose quarrel with the Committee, who
£01t themselves into very serious trouble, into very hot '~
water and eventually recsigned, a factor which I think he
said I was hypoeritical in saying it or som@thlng like that.
well, he is not Llnlster for Housing any more so he can turn
a deqf ear to it. But the chanae from the Vinister’ s
announced pollcy to Mr Zammitt ‘s announced nolicy that he;
would stick to the Housing Allocation Committee was sgain,,
an inconsistency which pleased us.. It was a2 coming hack .
to what we had said we should have been doing all the . time..
ind perhaps the Honourablo My Abecasis Would have been ~
laughing all the time if he had stuck to that policy, dut he

\

*.l

did not.s Now in the neighbourhood of the elections I sce
a' certain wavering in the Honourable Mr Zammitt, because of
his statement at his Party Conference. I hope that he doses

.ot waver becsuse, for what it 1s worth, my advice .to any
Minister of Housing thet might teke over from Mr Zemmitt is
that he must bz in this above all things he must be consistent
and he must be strict and he must follow the Housing
Ailoootlon Committee he must give 1t strength and authority.
Iir Speaker there is so muoh more - and I have becn speaking
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for 1% hours - which I could say but let me try to put
some sense into the general drift of what I am sa{ing.
This Government, Nr %peaker, is takcen by the people of

Gibraltar as representing an cexperienced Government, =
strong Government - I have not dealt, of course, with the
Minister for Public Works - but perhaps somebody else coan
say something about that.

MR SPEAKER

As the mover has taken it upon himself to review all the
inconsistencics I am not going to have repetition of =211
the inconsistencies by each Member agsein. O0f that I can
assure the Housece.

HON M XIBERRAS

The Government as a whole was taken as a strong Government,
& united Governmcnt, a Government of experience, s
Government that knew its mind, a Govermment that would go
t0 London and would be seen there with great respect and
would be welcomed particularl¥ because of the great

er sand it would be a strong
Government for Gibraltar. I imagine that is why AACR
sunsorters and those who voted for. this Government did so.
We, edmittedly, in the IWBP hed gonc rather fast, we had
introduced a good number of changces and the Chief Minister
and his Govermment were going to bring seanity to Gibraltar.
And for sanity there had to be firmness and the hand of
friendship. There had to be reconeiliation and advancae-
ment. Mr Speaker, I ask the Honourable Members of this
House and the people of Gibraltar to look back over the
last four years, to look back and to point out and to
eXercise thelr vote when it comes on the basis of what this
Government has done out of its own initiative, out of its
own conviction, that it is golngz to benefit Gibreltar in =
lasting fashion. I ask them to look around at the buildings,
I ask them to look ar »und at industrial reletions, I ask
them to look all the way round and, bar pensions and scholar-
ships, which is not sufficient justification for any '
Government on their own, what have they done, how have they
soverned, what initiative have they toaken, what can
Gibraltar be proud of which they owe to them in the last
four years? Have they shown strength with Her Majesty s
Government, have they shown foresight, have they left the
next administration something which they can carry on with?
Is what they have left for the next administration comnar—
able to that which Honourable Members inherited from the
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last? lir Speeker, we are very near the elections, yes,

we can see that, but there is one issue which will come
up even before the election. 0f these four words, of

‘inconsistency, inaction, inoompetence{end'weakness by far

. the most important one in this particular irsue is the woak-
ness or strength of the Government and I refer to the
international situation. . I hope thet even as & caretaker
Government Honourable Members ;will ba able to be strong
cnough to present that strong and united front no longer

of Government and Opposition but of all the renresentetive
bodies in Gibraltar which the present situation so badly
requires. I hope they can summon up the courage to look

a little bit into the future and I hope that we can be
united on this because I think that the people of Gibralter
have had enough of the weakness of this administration and
they fear for their immediate future because of it. I
‘commend this motion to the House.

LR SPELKER

I will then propose the question in the terms of the -

Honourable Mr Xiberras’s motion and before I invite any
other Member to speak on the motion we will recess for ten.

The House recessed at 5.00 p;m.
The House resumed at 5.30 p.m.

MR SPEAKZR

I have proposed the question and the floor is now open to
ony Member who wishes to take part in the debate.

HON J BOSSANO -

Mr Speaker, it appears that despite the many Members of the
Government present none of them feel able to stand up and
defend the Government sgainst the criticisms of the
Honourahle Leader of the Opposition. And since I have
certain criticisms of my own. to make, Mr Speaker, I mi;ght
as well meke them now and perhaps after I have spoken some
nember of the Government will stand up or perhaps the
Chief Minister will stand up. I know that he likes to

stand up and answer things rather then give other peonle
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the opportunity to criticise him. Mr Speaker, I am

3

ooing $0 1imit myself to what I consider to be the most
fundamental aspect of the lack of Goveruament, the lack

of leadership that Gibraltar is suffering from at nresent
and therefore, I am not going to draw the attention of
the House to the many shortcomings of the Government in
office, to the way that it has failed to govern well in
the last four years.

I think that has been well covered and I think the most
important thingz that the Hous> should consider is the
remarkable contrast between the detecrmination and snirit
demonstrated by the Government on internal issues on the
number of occasions when they have in fact confronted tho
trade union movement or when they have confronted me

across the floor of the House on measures which I have
proposed to further the interests of the trade union
aovement of the working class in Gibrsltar, this remarkable
contrast between that and the abject succumbing of the
Chief Minister to the dictates of the Poreign O0ffice when-
ever Gibraltar’s intercst are at stake. “Te had an examnle
not so long ago, Mr Speaker, on my motion of the questinn
of discrimination betwecn Gibraltarian and UK based
eiployees in UK Derartments where in spite of his fine
words in the House it was really without a doubt the sction
of the Gibraltar Trades Council that produced results and
no>t anything the Chief Minister said because we got an
answer to the motion passed in the House which was totally
unsatisfactory. And we have now had, Mr Spenker, =
situation devzloping as a2 result of the Honourable and
Learned Chief Minister’s visit t> the United Kingdom whore
his weskness, his failure to defend the interest of the
people of Gibraltar has been so clearly manifestzd that
they can no longer be denied. The British Government has
tolq the people of Gibraltar, as I said the nther night on
an 1pterview, Mr Speaker, that they have to choose between
remaining as a British Colony or becoming a Svanish Colony.
And those alternatives to me and, I believe, to the mejority
of the people of Gibraltar, are totally unacceptable. They
may well be acceptable to the Honoursble and Leerned Chiaf
M;nister, maybe he does not mind playing games, he dneg not
m}nd having a sense of power and celling himself Chief
Kinister whether he is the Chief Minister of a British
Glbraltar or a Spanish Gibraltar. Perhaps the nost
important thing is that he should be the Chief Minister,
not what he is Chief Minister of. Maybe that is the
situation, Mr Speaker, maybe that is the explanstion. But
WhateYer the explanation may be I think that the ssrious
Position in which we find ourselves in, the crigis that
faces us, the uncertainty over our future, is only béing:
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made worse by. the attewpts of the Honourable and Learn a
the. . Chief Minister to minimise the dangers of our prescnt
situation. I belicve he said in a press conferecnce this
morning, and perhaps he will reoeat it when hc goes on
television tonight or pcrhaps ho will repeat it in the
House if he thlnks that is the sort of thing that will
reassure the pecople of Gibraliar, that Mr Hattersley was
very sympathetic and emotional when proposing a toast
after a meeting in London. Well, I cen tell the Honourable
and Learned the Chief Minister that my reaction would heve
veen after what Mr Hattersley said to the people of
Gibraltar if ‘I had been .there to hope that Mr Hattersloy
would choke over the toast, n>t to bring back that as
consolation to people who have been snubbed by the British
Govermment, who have been told by the British Government in
no uncertein terms whst is in store for them. Unless in
my 2stimation the cend is not inevitable, unless they arec
prepared to put up a fight and instecad of the Honourable
and Learned the Chief Minister giving leqdershln, instead
of joining in the f15ht he trias to minimisce "the dangcr.
That, Mr Speaker, is almost the equivalent of our heving =

fifth column in our midst.

MR SPEAKZER

I will ask you to withdraw your last remark.

HON J BOSSANO

I withdraw it, Mr Speaker. I shall probably have to with-
uraw quite a number of other things before I am through.

MR SPEAKER

W“ll you csn have a bo and see if you can get away with it.

HON J BOSSANO
It is after all, Mr Speaker, the last time I shall be‘taik-

in, in the Hous“ and of course outs1de the House I shall not
huve the same limitations. :

MR SPEAKER ts. =

I_hOpe wijhoui.showing any bias as to what will hapﬁen at
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the clection that it will not be the last time you speak
in the Housc.

HON J BOSSANO

“Well Mr Speaker, I can assurec the Honourabls and Learned
- the Chief Minister thet if he is not nrepared to fight

to defend the people of Gibraltar there are others who sre

and the fight whatever he may try to do to placate people,

whatever he mey try to do to give them a false sense of
security, the fight is going to come because the people of
Gibraltar want to know what is their future. And they

want to know bscausce they are entitled to know, they arc
entitled to demand what is in store for them and what the

British Government has said is not acceptable and it is =
sign of weakness on the part of the Honourable and
Lcarned the Chief Ministar to give tacit enproval to what

- the British Government has said by not condemning it. If

the Honourable and Learned Chief Minister thinks that tho
people of Gibraltar can accept a statement from Her
Lajesty s Government that they are not entitled to ask for
constitutional change, that they are not entitled to ask
for constitutional change at the time they think
constitutional change is a->propriatc because it might
offend Spain, then the Honourable and Learned the Chief
Minister is totally mistaken, is totally out of t-uch with
the spirit of the people of Gibraltar and the will of the
people of Gibraltar to fight for their future. I have
noted that in this morning’s Press Conference he made
referencs to that. Well, if he wants he can go to th=
people of Gibraltar and say to them that he is not nrepared
to fight to sccure their future in case the Epanisrds dn
not open the frontier. Perhaps in his asscessment an

open frontier and an inscecurc future is 2 better choice
than a closed frontier and the security of knowing that
our children and grandghildren arc going to be able to
live in a free and democratic Gibraltor where we will run

things. But let me tell him, Mr Speaker, lct me t-211

the Honourable and Learned Chief Minister that this is not
my judgment of how people fecl on this matter. And I
would have saild that it was not the sort of thing one
would have expected from the Honouradle and Learned lMember
when he started the Association for the Advancement of
Civil Rights in the 1940’s, but perheans 0ld ace has crent
up end completely eliminsted whatever fire therc was in
the Honourable and Learned Member to fight for the defence
of the people of Gibraltar and thelr legitimate rights.

The thing is, Mr Speaker, of course, that as I say the fir:
is not totally absent when we are debating internal issues.
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But it scems totally absent when the Honourable and
Learned Member has to face up to the might of the .
Foreign Office. Then he comes back with excuses snd
platitudes and virtually tells the people of Gibraltsr
that they have to accept the dictates of the Foreign
Office. I can assure the Honourable and Lesrned Membeor
that on this occasion it will not ha - pen. On this
occasion. the people of Gibraltar are ready to fight and,
they will fight, and however hard he tries to convince
them that. there is no battle to be fought he will not
succeed. Mr Speeker, I would have liked to have seen
as a result of what took place in London a more united
and a stronger Gibraltar to face the future. I would
have liked to have secen that because I think the defeet
of the proposals of the two political parties in .
Gibraltar - because it was o defeat for the proposals
that they put forwerd - could have becn turned into a .

victory if we had gone to the heart of the matter, if
“they had decided +0 make a stand as they were advised to

d5 by the Gibraltar Trades Council when representntions
were made to the Constitutional Committee, on the
fundamental issue of what were the options onen to us,
what lay before us. Let me tell the Honourable and
Learned Member that it would have been an honpurable
thing to do to say to the British Govermment there and
then in London that the people of Gibraltar have got a
right to secek decolonisation, have got a right to demend
it end have got a right to have an overwhelming voice in
hhow decolonisation should take place. To do otherwise

is in fact to fail to act as the lesder of a peonle who
are colonial subjects, of a people who have no nationality.
The Spaniards have offered us Spanish nationality,

lir Speaker, they have gone further than Nr Hattersley has
s,one, the only thing is thst nobody wants it.  But the
Honourable Member is acting and has acted in the past as =
a puppet of Whitehsll, Mr Spesker.

MR SPBAKER

I have given you the same latitude thet I gave Mr Xiberres
before 1 called his attention to one thing and thet is
that the motion before the House is a motion of censure
against the Govermment collectively and not sgesinst gn
.lnd1v1dual The motion could have been brought of
course against the Chief Minister, there is nothing to stov
anyone from doing that, but once you have got it. off your
chest, I would like you to bear that in mind.
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HON J BOSSANO

.“Mr Speaker, I accept that. The Government of course, Mr Speaker

speaks with one voice. Their most characteristic feature is their
unity and I have no objection in fact, Mr Speaker, to extending my
accusation from saying that the Chief Minister is acting as a puppet
of the British Government to saying that all eight are acting as
puppets of the British Government, in order to keep. to the spirit of
the motion. Although I think probably it is more appropriate to say

“that the Chief Minister is himself acting as a puppet and. then

‘controlling everybody else because they dare not, in fact, break the
discipline even when we are dealing with such a fundamental issue as the
survival of Gibraltar and its people. I,need not add, of course,

Mr Speaker, that the position of the Honourable and Learned the Attorney
General and the Honourable Financial and Development Secretary as
mouthpiece of Her Majesty's Government in the House.of Assembly is of
course so well known that no criticism can be levied at them, that is
what they are here for.

MR SPEAKER

They do not have vote om a censure motion like this one.

HON J BOSSANO

It is a good thing Mr Speaker, otherwise we know which way they would

vote. Mr Speaker, I think the Government stands condemned more than
anything else by what has happened in the last week than by what has
harpened during the last 4 years and I think that without a doubt those
of us who had hoped that -things had taken a turn for the better, that:’
we could all act as a team pulling in the same direction to defend the
interests of Gibraltar have had those hopes shattered because the
Government has shown that it is incapable of making a stand, of showing
strength instead of weakness, when it is faced with a situation that it
considers to be one where there is an element of risk involved. And
there is an element of risk in the stand that I think needs to be taken
by the Government. There is a risk that the blunt statement from Her
Majesty's Government will be followed by an even blunter one. But that
risk in my estimation, Mr Speaker, which may be partly respon81ble for

. the wegkness. of the Government on this issue, that risk, is only a
. minima¥ one. We cannot in fact provoke from the Brltlsh Government

whatever we do now an answer that we would not get anyway. The only

. thing we can do is to provoke it now when it suits us rather than getting it

it when it suits NATO, the EEC, Her Majesty's Government or the Government
of Spain. I feel, Mr Speaker, that if the British Government had heard
the sort ‘of sentiments that I have expressed from the Honourable and
Learned Member in London or if the people of Gibraltar had heard those
sentiments from the Honourable Member when he returned to Gibraltar,

then the Chief Minister would have been able to stand up in the House
today and refute totally any accusation of weakness. As it is he.
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stands condemed by his own inactivity and passivity on this issue and by
his continuing failure to stand up and be counted amongst those who are
prepared to defend Gibraltar and its people. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

HON CHIEF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, the sense of justice of Mr Bossano is such that he condems
people before listening to them. I can understand that having regard to
his sympathies with certain regimes that do not give people a.fair trial.
"He stands condemned", he sdys, and he has not heard me. What Jjustice
can I expect o o o 1 ‘

HON J BOSSANO

If the Honourable Member will give way. The Honourable and Learned Chief
Minister’ had an opportunity to speak before I did. I waited quite a long
time; . - - ‘ ) oo .

HON CHIEF MINISTER

That does not mean that he cant ake the law into his own hands and

condemn because the order of debate has taken that order.. But I will
return to him in due course. I am going to deal a little more with the
swansang of the Leader of the Opposition. I can understand after 4 years
anxious tc become Chief Minister of Gibraltar with his desire and ambition
to become the first politician, with his frustrations at trying to dictate
the Government from the opposite benches and not achieving it, I can under-
stand his great disappointment. I can understand his great chargrin, I
can understand his annoyance as was shown in the course of the whole of his
performance earlier this afternoon. This is his last fling before the
d¢lection, it is an electoral ploy. Nothing that happens today can alter
the life of this Government in 8o far as the term is ccncerned,  Because
it would not be possible to have a resignatiom now in order that a
Government that has no House of Assembly after the 30th of July could
govern. In any case who is the Leader of the Opposition to talk about
our stand here when he sees his party in pieces. First of all the
leadership changed and the leader is living in England this so important
debate is such that he cannot break his package one week to come here to
speak. He cannot wait for ‘one extra day in order t¢ be able to take part
in this debate. His home ‘is in England and he has to go within %he week,
He comes on Sunday, he attends, and if the meetings go on beyond the
Sunday, to hell with the House of Assembly, he has to go back to his home,
that is how he protects his constituents. He comes here, he does not

put in a gquestion, he is not in toueh. When he gets up he talks -~ =
completely off the beam because he does not know what is happening in
Gibraltar. He does not know the realities of meeting pcople .every day.
That is a Member that supports the Opposition. Then another member went
to Canada for better luck than here and better horizons. We are; glad
that at least we have as a result of that the grace of a lady in. thls
House. But other than that, Mr Speaker, what does it say about the

1
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cohesion of the Opposition-as an official Opposition?  Then he has
another. member who defects because he is no longer an Integrationist,
he is an Independent Member, and by the way he talks he looks to be
more for independence than anything else. And a few months ago he was
there stoically defending the IWBP as Integration being the answer to
Gibraltar.  That is the Opposition that speaks here with authority .
about what is to happen to Gibraltar and that is t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>