. HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
-‘ML:ETING 0F2€i TUNE mn,;;, SNt




@

QUESTIONS ASKED AT THE MEETING OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY HELD ON

e 29. 6076

No,104 of 1 . ORAL
The ) ©8

What procedure does Government follow in order to ensure that where meters
in houses cannot be read because of the absence of the tenant from Gibraltar
on holidays or other reasons, the tenant is not charged for electricity or
water he has not used? :

Answer:
The Hon Financial and Development Secretary

Meter Readers are of course generally not aware whether consumers are away
from Gibraltar on holiday or simply out when they call to read the meters,

In such cases, and since the officer cannot be expected to call back at randon
on the off-chance that the tenant will be in, it has been the practice to
assess and bill the consumer concerned on the basis of the average conswipt’-n
for preceding months, This practice is in the consumers interests; if it
were not followed the consumer would otherwise find himself faced with a
demand for 2 month consumption when the meter is eventually read, If this
practice results in fact in an overcharge or an undercharge, or if the
consumer has been away on holiday and there has been no consumption, the
overcharge or undercharge as the case may be, is automatically adjusted

in the subsequent month's account, This system which has been in operation
for many years, has raised no serious problems,

SUPPLEMEHTARY T0 NO,104 of 1976

HON MISS C ANES:

Mr Speaker, how does the meter reader or the bills department assess that a
fanily who has been away from the lst May to the 20th June h.%s consuned nore
water &hd electricity than they did during Jan/Heb/March and April 197627 If
it is assumed that they charge on the normal consumption of a family of three
adults and two children, how can they have used more water in the month of
May than they would have done in the monthf of January, and more electricity
in May when there is more natural light than they did in Jan/Feb/March and

April, especially when one of the meters is inside the premises and camnot te
read by the meter readexr?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, if the Hon Lady will give me the details of the particular
case to which she is obviously referring I will see that she getd a
written reply, :
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HON MISS C ANES:

Well, I have details of one case, I have the permission of the tenant to read
the consumption and the amount charged but I am not at liberty to give the
nane, There are other tenants who are also aggrieved and on coming to the
bills Department to meke complaints they have been told that there is nothing
they can do there, That is the bill that has been charged and they have to
pay for it or risk having the services cut off, - If they did not agree with
the bills presented they would be taken to court,

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Mr Speaker, I don't think that is a question,

MR SPEAXER:
I think you are being asked whether you will enquire into such allegations,

IION FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Any specific allegations which the Hon Lady chooses to give me d.etalls of I can (
assure her I will look into then.

MR SPEAKER:

The allegations that have been made are threefold, I think, They are, that

sone people have been charged Blore than the average consunption, secondly,

that the meters could not have been read because they are inside the Iouse and
the meter readers had no access to them, and thirdly, that they had been told
that there is nothing that the AccountsDepartment could do about it and that

if they do not pay that proceedings will be taken against them. Those are the
allegations that the questioner has made, (

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, if the Hon Lady at a suitable moment will give me a chance to record
those specific allegations I will certainly have them looked into,

HON MISS C ANES:

There have been occasions also when tenants having to be away fron Gibraltar
either for holidays or medical reasons - in the case of the family I nentioned
it was for medical reasons - have come to the Bills Dept to state the fact
that they would be away gnd therefore they would not be using any electricity
or water and yet no not:.ce has been taken of that report and the fanilies have
been charged for consumption which they have not made,
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No.105 of 1976 ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Can Government state what grants, if any, are made to religious organisations?

Answer:

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretnxy

Yes Sir, if the Hon Member cares to look up his copy of the estimates
presented to the House for the current financial year he will find on page 58
under Head 22 revenue Sub-head 27 the sun of £3,300 provided for Annual Grants
in Aid and if he were to look up the remarks colunn under (j) he will find that
the provision includes £1,000 for religious organisations - £500 for the
Catholic Church and £500 for the Anglican Church,

SUFFLEMENTARY TO NO,105 of 1976.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Financial and Development Secretary explain vhy

the grants are made to only two particular denominations and not to any
other?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, as far as I am aware - and I stand subject to correction
on this - it is only these two organisations which Government has received

any kind of subnission from and which Governnent has agreed to make a grant
towards,

HION J BOSSANO:

Is the Financial and Developuent Secretary then saying Mr Spesker that the
only reason is that no other religious organisation has approached Governuent?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, Sir, I can only answer that within the terms of ny presence in
Gibraltar and since that time no other religious organisation has approached
Governuent for assistance except one adjunct, shall we say, to a religious
organisation,

HON J BOSSANO:

Will the Hon Financial and Developuent Secretary confirm, Mr Speaker, that
there is nothing to preclude any other religious organisation approaching
Government if it needs financial help?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOFPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Governnment is 6bviously prepared to consider an
application for assistance of this kind from any religious corganisation.

HON P.J ISOLA:

Will the Govermnent give an assurance that if there should be any chznge

in this grant which in living memory has been in existance as far as I know
for soumething like thirty years or more, that if there is to be .’ change
in this the democratic principle will be applied and that is thag grants be
given in accopdance with numnbers?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

V I stand to be corrected but I think this money was given in days gone by as
reparations for what the troops at the time did to the.ceese.

MR SPEAKER:

Let us not complicate the issue,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

May I just make one point of clarification and that is that going back to
1950 when the first estimates were ever put to representatives of the people,
the item was already there,



No.106 of 1976 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Can the Financial and Development Secretary now state which are the analogues
from U,K, that were used to equate all officers on the A & p grades with U.K.
Senior Executive Officer or PTO 17

Answer:,

The Financial and Development Secretary

Many S,E.0, and P,T.0. 1 job descriptions and other relevant information madc
available by the Civil Service Departument {UK) were exanined and the conclusion
gXrived at was that these were the generic analogues for the A & P grade,

SUFPLEMENTARY TO NO0,106 of 1976

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is the Government looking at the grades involved invividually,
or not?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Mr Speaker, Sir, I think I shall require notice of that question.

HON J BOSSANO: s

Well, Mr Speaker, I regret that the House will not be around for ne to give
the Hon Member notice., Can the Financial and Developuent Secretary say if
he doesn't know whether the individual grades have been looked at or not, how
the grades in Gibraltar have been examined collectively?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :
I do not know the answer to that question.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Financial and Development Secretary say who is responsible
for answering questions in the House regarding the grading of senior officers?

ION FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am responsible but where a question is asked and is answered
and in subsequent supplementaries a considerable amount of detail is then asked

for, I am afraid I cannot and have not come prepared to answer matters of
that detail,



HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, could the Financial and Development Secretary nake an effort over
the next three months so that the next House of Assembly is not at the saue
disadvantage of having an unprepared Financial and Developnent Secretary
answering questions,

MR SPRAKER:
Next question,
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No,107 of 1976 ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Can Govermment give the final figures for the amount of income tax revenue
that has been collected (a) from individuals and (b) from companies in the
financial year 1975/76 and has the Financial and Development Secretary
investigated whether such information can be provided in respect of previous
financial years as he undertook to do in answer to question NO,L of 19767

Answer:
The Financial and Developuent Secretary

Sir, the answer to the first part of the question is yes, Tax collected fron
individuals during the financial year 1975/76 to the nearest £100 was
£2,138,300, and that collected from companies also to the nearest £100 was
£1,359,400, 1In answer to the second part of the question I confirm that the
natter has been gone into, I have not however been able to find where oxr when
and I now quote from Hon Member's supplementary to question No.l of 1976;

"A breakdown giving the yield from employees and from companies and self-
employed as a group together has been given in the past". I, of course,
stand to be corrected on this and if in fact the Hon Member has information
to the contrary, then I shall be glad if he will make it available to me.

As I explained in my principal answer to the Hon Member!s question No,1l of
1976 no separate analysis of the tax revenue from the three groups which he
has enumerated were kept prior to 1975/76., The information therefore could
only be obtained by a detailed search of individual tax records and I regret
to say that under present circunstances Government does not consider that it
will be in the public interest to divert the necessary staff of the Incone
Tax Department from their normal duties to carry out this search,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,107 OF 1976

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Financial and Development Secretary realise that the
distinction between the breakdown that I anm asking for now and the one that he
was unable to give me in Question No,l of 1976 is that all individuals paid
tax together and companies paid tax in relation to trading years which must
of necessity mean that the collection by the Department is done differently
and that it is possible to follow this difference to get totals?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I think the questioner has in mind information which waw given
in reply to Question No.54 of 1974. That answer was in respect of the yeild
from income tax collected, actually collected, in 1971/72 and 1972/73 fron
individuals and from companies in thos e years, But the information sought
as I have read it in question No,1 of 1976, was for the tax collected in
respect of assessable income for a number of years as distinct fron the tax
actually collected in a particular revenue year,



HON J BOSSANO:

Well, does the Financial and Development Secretary have the information
as regards tax actually collected?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker if my memory serves me correctly that information was given in
reply to the original question,

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, Mr Speaker, does he have the information for 1974/7 in view of the
faet that he is referring to information given in question 54 of 19737

HON -FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: '

Mr Speaker, Sir, that information was not asked for in the original
; 'g_uestior; and I would require notice of it,



No.108 of 1976 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Can Government state when it is estimated that repayments of income tax over
collected in the financial year 1975/76 will be made?

Answer:
The Financial and Development Secretary

Repaynents of income tax over collected in the financial year 1975/76 are actually
being made, The issue of assessments on employees for the year 1975/76ccommenced
in May 1976. A number of these assessments have resulted in repayments, in under
collections and others have not required any adjustments, To date i.e. noon on the
28th June over 500 cases have been processed of which about 253 required repayments,



No,109 of 1976 ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Has the Financial and Development Secretary now completed his investigations into
the question of information published by a certain newspaper that stamp duty
would be abolished, to establish whether a budget leak had occurred as he under-

- tock to do in answer to my question No,53 of 1976 and will he uake a statement

on the matter? '

Answer:

'The Hon Financial and Development Secretary

Yes, Mr Speaker, I have personally conducted an enguiry &nto this matter but with
negative results. My enquiries have revealed no evidence as to how the inforna-
tion came into the hands of the newspaper in question nor is there any evidence

to suggest how the newspaper night have obtained the information, My enguiries
have, however, completely satisfied me that the information in questiond&d not
emanate from my office and I am fully satisfied that no member of the Finance and
Treasury Staff was involved,

The disclosure - and as I have just said I do not accept that there was any
disclosure - the disclosure of any information irrespective of its security
classification which has not been officially released for publication is a natter
for concern, Nevertheless, it is necessary to keep a sense of proportion and in
‘weighing up the seriousness which attaches to any such unauthorised disclosure,
some regard nust be had in each particular case to the nature of the inforuation
disclosed, its internal security classification at the time and the likely or

actual detriment to public security or the public interest which nmay or does
result therefron, ) :

In the particular case which i- the subject of the question, the report which
appeared ina certain newspaper 'm the 7th February 1976, stated that stamp duty
on cheques and receipts was to come to an end on 31 March 1976, I can now inforn
the House that the abolition of stanp duty on cheques and other bills of exchange,
bills of lading, receipts and passport form applications was under consideration
as far back as September 1975, But a definite proposal to abolish stanmp duty on
these instruments was not made to, and considered by, Council of Ministers until
February 11lth, when a decision was deferred until it was possible to have a
clearer picture of the final situation, In the event the final decision to amend

- the Stamp Duties Ordinance to abolish duties on these instruments was only taken

%%iéﬁgq;he final discuscion . of-the Dudget by Ministers during the last week in
The press report is inaccurate in one other respect since the effective date of
abolition was the date on which the amending Ordinance was published in the
Gibraltar Gazette, namely May 2@th,

But finally, let me reiterate that the Government does view with concern any
breach of the confidentiality of official business and is reviewing the current
arrangeuents and procedures for ensuring that confidentiality.



SUFPLEMENTARY TO NO,109 of 1976
10N J BOSSANO: - '

Mr Speaker, in view of the fact that the Financial and Development Secretary

has himself investigated his own Department and is able to satisfy the House that
the information did not come from his Department, what steps has he taken to
ensure that the investigation is carried out in other spheres by other competent
authorities?

MR SPEAKER:

It is not your prerogative to do that. You -have ‘been asked specifically a gquestion
as to a particular leak which affected your Department and you have given an
answer, What Government as a collective body is going to do to prevent these
things happening in other Departments is not your responsibility.

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, Mr Speaker, if it is not the IMinancial and Development Secretary!s
responsibility I am sorry he assUmed it when I asked him about it previously
and he took it upon himself to carry out the investigations,

MR SPEAKER:

It is his prerogative to carry out investigations as to anything that happens
in his Department but it is not his prerogative to make investigations as to
what happens in other Departuents or what the Government collectively feel they
should do for the purposes of preventing breaches of confidentiality, That is
all I an saying,

HON J BOSSANO:

@r Speaker, when I raised the matter originally in ny previous question I was not
for a noment suggesting that there was any indication that the mource of the
leak was the Financial and Development Secretary!s Department,

HER SPEAKER:

I think that is accepted by the Financial and Development Secretary, but it was
brought to his notice that a leak had occurred on matters that concerned his
Department and he took it upon hinself to make sure there wasn't any responsi-
bility attached to his Department., That is accepted,

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, perhaps then the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister can answer in view of
- the fact that now the Financial and Development Secretary has been given a clean
" bill of health, what he proposes to do about the rest of the Government being
given a similar clean bill of health?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Hr Speaker, Sir, at the end of my answer I said:

"The Government does view with concern any breach of the confidentiality of
official business and is reviewing the current arrangements and procedures for
ensuring that confidentiality"., That Mr Speaker, is the Government's collective
replyand the Government's collective action on this particular case,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, if the Government has decided to do something to prevent it happening
again, are they going to further investigate to see now that they know that it is
not from the Financial and Development Secretaryfs Departilefteeeecescee.

MR SPEAKER:

Mr Bossano, considering that we are on the threshold of a general election I think
that perhaps might be the responsibility of tee inconing Governument,

HON J BOSSANO:

I an sure the incoming Government would welcome the opportunity of being teld who
was responsible for the leak,

IION CHIEF MINISTER:

If I may I would like to mention one thing and that is that of course I entirely
agree with the answer given by the Financial and Development Secretary, But let
ne say that those of us who are in the know of things also see leaks in other
Places but if they are not of public importance like in this case it is not a
question of anticipating a tax and everybody rushing to buy whisky at the cheaper
rates before the tax comes along, but something that was going to abolish in

the future., I have seen very recently in other newspapers - and the Financial
and Development Secretary will bear this out - I drew his attention to other
kinds of leaks of something which in fact I did not know until I enquired and I
found that there was an element of truth in it though' it wasn't very important.
So, generally, speaking, any Government will have to carry out a review of the
ways in which gentlemen of the press try and get their information,



No,110 of 1976 ORAL

T 0] 0

Can Govermment state the finsl revenue and expenditure gigures by heads for the
financial year 1975/76 and the amount standing to the credit of the
consolidated fund at the close of the financial year?

Ansyer:
i cia d elo t Secre

No Sir, The 1975/76 accounts are still in the process of being closed and I an
accordingly not able to provide the information requested,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.110 of 1976

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, in view of the fact that the House is not going to be in existance
for muach longer will the Financial and Development Secretary undertake to make
public these figures at the earliest oppoitunity possible as soon as they are

available,

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Mr Speaker, I can give that undertaking, The figures when they are
published will of course be qualified to the extent that they will not be audited
figures and they will be expressed as provisional figures,

MR SPEAKER:
Next question,
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No of 1976 ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Does Government ,gree that in the present circumstances where many Government
enployees are owed large sums of money due to the protracted wage negotiations
legal action for recovering of debis to Government should not be taken until
back payment of wage increases have been completed?

Answers
The Hon Financial and Developuent Secretary

Sir, I take it that the questioner means by "legal action” either action in the
courts or action within the bounds of the law.

As re »is the for.or, the policy is to resort to such action only as a last resort

and where the amounts to be recovered warrant the epense, and there is prima
facie evidence that the amounts can be recovered,

As regards other legal action such as the cutting off of electricity, water or
telephone servifes, the Hon Member should realise that it would be highly
invidious in principle to draw any distinction between consumers who are
Government employees and others who are not and hence failure on the part of
Government employees to pay the bills within a given period after a final
denand is sent can lead to the cutting off of the service, However, the
Government is fully cognisant of the current difficulties faced by public
enployees in respect of whose grades no final settlement of the biennial review
has yet been reached and notwithstanding the principle which I have just
enunciated, so far as I an gware there has been no case in which steps have
been taken to enforce payment of arrears by severance of the service.

As fega?ds other indebtedness to Government, the Government is always prepared
to consider cases of special hardship occasioned by special circuustances
whether the debtor is a public employee or whether he is not.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,111 OF 1976

HOM J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does Government accept that the situation at present is a very
special one particularly in the case of industrial workers erployed by the
official employers who are basically on the same wages as they were 18 months

ago and have had to contend with price increases in nany other items of
expenditure which of necessity put great pressure on the whole budget? Is Govern—
m?nt sufficiently cognisant of this fact to realise that we are in very special
circumstances at present and that this should be taken into account?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think I can certainly accept that in relation to those kind of
people we are in special circumstances and as I have said in my original answer
the Government is fully cognisant of this difficulty and moreover I said in a
matter of general approach. It is always prepared to consider special cases
occasioned by special circumstances and I would have no hesitation myself in
adjudging the present circumstances special circumstances.
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No,112 of 1976 ORAL

Ihe Hon J Bossano

Can Governnent state what is the policy regarding the decision to take legal
proceedings in cases of arrears of payment due under the Municipal Services in the
the case of

gag individual householders
b) business concerns?

Answver:

The Hon Financial and Development Seq:etary :

Although I have not been able to identify the particular decision to which the
yuestion.ee is referring, the answer to this question is largely covered by
the answer I have just given to his previous question, And as I have stated
Court proceedings for the recovery of debts due to Governuent gre talken as a
matter of general policy only as a last resort and where the amount involved
warrants the expense and where there is prima facie evidence that the amount can
be recovered,

In the case of arrears in respect of electricity, water and teleph&nés, the

failure © pay within a reasonable period after the service of a notice of final
deuand renders the consunmer concerned liable to have the service disconnected,
For obvious reasons therefore the service of a notice of final demand seldon
fails to have the desired effect and resort to legal proceedings is hardly ever
necessary,

In the case of rates, rate~payers are similarly sent a notice of final demand
advising them that legal proceedings may be instituted if settlement is not
made within 10 deys, But because there is no recourse to any other action but
legal proceedings, arrears of rates do, however, present a problen, A final
demand is not always effective but even then every possible effort is made to
bursuade the ratepayer to co-operate and Court proceedings are only instituted
as a last resort when all other neans of obtaining payuent have been mxhausted,

The general policy as I have stated in this answer applies equally to individual
householders and business concerns, But generalisation in a matter such as this
can only be carried so far, and within the parameters of this general policy
each specific case nust be considered on its own uwerits,
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SUPPLEMENTARY T0 NO.112 of 1976

HON J BOSSANO:

Mir Speaker, is there a length of time of arrears of a sum of money which is

sued as a guideline for either individual householders or business concerns in
formulating this policy and are there differences in the treatment to individual
householders and to business concerns?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOFMENT SECRETARY:

No, Sir, there is no specific time, there is no specific sum of noney because
if you think about it, relative to the debtor's personal circumstances, both
the time, if he is alive, and the amount of money which may be owing are
variables and, consequently, as I said each specific -.case has to be looked at
on its own nerits,

IION J BOSSANO:

But are there any guidelines, Mr Speaker, within which the individual cases are
exanined, e.g.,, is it the policy generally to take tough action, shall we say,
after three months or six months or 9 months or a year? What is the general
rule that is applied to which there may be iddividual exceptions?

IION FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECREEARY°

To ny knowledge, Sir, there is no such general rule, I would expect, however,
that those responsible for keeping a check on the accounts would certainly refer
matters to higher authority in the event that a particular debt was running for
Three nonths or more irrespective of who the debtor was or the amount involved
and at that point, as I said, one has to consider all the facts of the individual
and the 1nd1d1vua1sscase in relatlon to the policy of legal action,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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No,113 of 1976 ORAL
he Hon J Bossano

Can Government now give a more up to dabe estimate of the cost of the biemnial
review in the light of the settlements that have taken place?

Ansver:

The Hon Financial and Deve;opment Secretary

No, Sir, There are three important areas of employment where although agreement
has been reached, because of the number of employees involved and the work
required to ascertain the correct adjustments for allowances and/or overtine

it has not yet been possible to establish the full cost of the Biennial Review
for these grades. These grades are the nursing and teaching professions and

the industrial grades,

2, In addition to the grades I have already mentioned, there are othe: areas
where settlement is still under negotiation and much as I would like to know
what the ultimate cost of this Review is going to be I am afraid that I am not

yet in a position to produce any more accurate figures than I gave the House at
Budget time,

SUPPLEMENTARY TOC NO,113 OF 1976
HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Financial and Development Secretary have any indication at
all whether the estimate that he gave the House is likely to be very close to
the final outcome or very far out?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I cannot answer that question specifically but at the moment I an still confi-
dent thot the global order of magnitude which I gave to the House will be
souevwhere within the target area, shall we say,

MR SPEAKBRS
Next question,
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No of 1976 ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Can Governuent state how many gold coins were originally estimated would be sold

in the financial year 1975/76 the number actually sold and the number sold in
the current financial year . +to date?

Answer;

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary

Messrs Spink & Sons originally estimated that the whole issue would be sold f
during 1975/76 namely; proof sets of £100, £50 and £25 coins - 750 sets. Single
£100 ¢oins = 1250 pieces; single £50 coins - 2500 pieces; single £25 coins -
10,000 pieces. It was agreed at the time the issue was struck that should the
deuand for any one coin exceed these anticipated levels, .oddition:l pieces
would be made with a proportional reduction in the nugber of pileces struck

for other denominations,

Sales have been as follows:-

of the proof set in 1975/76 340 sets
in 1976/77 up to 18th of June 432 sets
of the single £100 coins 1975/76 698 piecces
in 1976/77 855 pieces
of the £50 coins in 1975/76 816 pieces
in 1976/77 950 pieces
of the £25 coins in 1975/76 1740 pieces

in 1976/77 1938 pieces



No. 115 of 1976 ORAL
The Hon M Xiberras .

Can Government report whether there has been any further progress in
negotiations in the Scamp Regport and in what areas has a settlement not yet
been reached?

Answers

The Hon Financial and Developuent Secretary

Since the last meeting of this House the pay Agreement for the Industrial
Enployees of the Official Employers has been signed in JIC, Whilst negotiations
renain o be completed on Allowance and Efficiency Bonus the successful
conclusion of this pay agreenent marks a significant step forward,
Several agreenments have been signed for groups of non~industrials and in nany
other areas negotiations are close to the final stages, Only in the case of
clerical grades does settlement not appear to be clearly in sight. In this case
an offer was made in November 1975 and many meetings have been held the last
being on June 22nd, Analogues for mahy of the clerical grades have been agreed
but negotiations for the Supervisory Officers and Senior Clerical Officer grades
are taking some tine, The following other groups have yet to sign an agreenent:

Messengers

Stores

Port

Radiographers

Social_Workers

Typists

Adninistrative grades

Agreenents signed:

Gibraltar Folice

Gibraltar Fire Brigade

.Gibraltar Prison Service

Reut Collectors

Technical Grades

Frocess and General Supervisors
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Porters/ﬁeléphonists4~*~
Grade B C Medical and Health Department
Teachers
Nursing Section
Cenetery Keeper
Revenue
- -Postmen- -
Consunier Protection Inspectors
Public Health Inspectors
Therapists

SUPYLEMENTARY TO NO,115 of 1976

IION M XIBERRAS:

Can the Financial and Development Secretary say that in respect of the clerical
grades in the Gibraltar Government analogues have been agreed for some 7%
of the people involved?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I an afraid, Mr Speaker, I den't have the actual nunbers and therefore I cannot
confirm or deny whether it is 75% or any other particular percentage but I
understand that analogues have been found for a substantial amnber,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, in respect of SCO's and SO's I understood the Financial and Developuent
Secretary to say ghat analogues had not yet been found, Can he answer whether
discussion on these analogues have been on the basis of information which has

been received from the UK and is shared by both parties in the negotiations?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I regret, Mr Speaker, that since I play no part in these particular discussions
and negotiations I cannot provide that information,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon Member then enquire as to whether it is not a fact that after a
certain document had been produced containing purporsted analogues for these two
gTadeS. oeose¢e
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MR SPEAKER:

No, we have to be very careful on this one, We are not going into the details of the
negotiations, The original question is clear: "Can Government report whether there
has been any further progress in negotiations in the Scanp Report and in what areas
has a settlenent not yet been reached," The supplementarics uust be directed to the
answer but you mustn't go into the actual terms of the negotiations and what has been
said in the negotiations,

IION M XIBERRAS:
I an referring to the principles on which negotiations are conducted, Mr Speaker..

MR SPEAKER:

Even those are not relevant to the question,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Could the Financial and Development Secretary find out whether the relevant information
has been made available to the Union concerned in the case of SC0!'s and SO's and
whether it is not a fact that a Government mission and a Union mission to the UK has
failed to elicit this information to be shared by both parties on the grounds that
such information is confidential?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

' lr Speaker, Sir, my Hon Colleague informs me that the information brought by the

Governnent team which went to London has certainly been made available to the grades
concerned,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Perhaps his Hon Colleague, Mr Speaker, might also inforn him that this was the original
infornation made available and it is Noteseses

MR SPEAKER:

No, that is out of order.

IION M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member not agree that it is good procedure in negoiiating
agrecients of this lkind,,.,.

MR SFEAXER:

No, that is asking for a matter of opinion,

10N M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon Member not agree that he would have a settlement clearly in sight had
the Governuent made this information available to the union concerned?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, it would be quite improper for me to voice a personal opinion,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, perhaps he shoudd not answer the question then, Mr Speaker, will

the Hon Financial and Development Secretary make it his business to find out since
he has chosen to answer the question whether there is a valid document which the
Government stands by which determines the Government's view of the analogue

in respect of SCO's and SO'S.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have answered the question asked, If the Hon Menber has any
other particular pieces of information which he wishes to elicit which was not
contained in the original answer, I should be delighted, given notice, to
provide hin with the information,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, will the Hon Member take note that the union is most concerned - this
is the Gibraltar Governnent Clerical Association ~ by the lack of information

in this particular field of SCO!'s and SO's which is serlously delaying a settlenent
in respect of the Government clerical workers?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I think, Mr Speaker, the Government is equally concerned and therefore the concern
on the other side is certainly well known to them,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon Member then do something about it and  will he make sure that the
information which is now classified as confidential is made available so that
fair negotiation can take place in respect of these two grades?

MR SPEAKER:

I don't thénk there is any need to answer that because I think 1t has already
been stated that the information has been given.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member note that it is by information that this problen
of not having proper documentation on the question of analogues made available to
unions has cropped up in respect of other Government departments and will. he also

take note of my view that this is a most unfair manner to proceed in any
negotiations?
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MR SPEAKER:

Ho, we are not going to discuss the procedure as to negotiations,

HON M XIBERRAS:
I am asking whether he will take not e of it.
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- No.11l6 of 1216, ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Will Government confirm that it is not their policy to press for the analgamation
of the Securlty Police with the Glbraltar Police?

Answers
The Hon the Attorney-General

The possibility of a merger between the Gibraltar Police Force and the Gibraltar
Security Police, in the same way as the Dockyard Police were merged, has been

considered on a number of occasions, The latest suggestion for a merger is still
uncer examination,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.116 of 1976
HON J BOSSANO:

Nr Speaker, can the Governuent then say whether the initiative has come from them?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

The exanination at the moment is by the MOD who thereafter make proposals for the
consideration of the Gibraltar Governnent,

HON J BOSSANO:

Is the Gibraltar Government favourably disposed towards the idea of a merger or not?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

One cannot possibly say until one has seen what the proposals are,

HON J BOSSANO:
I see, So if the proposals suit the Gibraltar Government I take it that they are

favourably disposed and if they don't suit the Gibraltar Government they are not.
Is that the answer, Mr Speaker?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I don't think I can answer that question, One would have to cons;der all the ranifica-
tions when the proposals are made,

MR SPEAKER:

No, otherwise youwill be answering a hypothetical question,
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HDN BOSSANO'

Mr Speaker, what I am trying to establish, and that is what oy original question asks,
was whether their policy was to press for this amalgamation, I would like to know
whether, in principle, they are in favour or gainst the idea of a nerger,

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: »
At this stage the Government has a completely open nind,

IION J BOSSANO:

I think I almost heard the Chief Minister say that he had no pollcy which I probably
think is true, Mr Speaker.

HON CIIEF MINISTER:

I said there is no policy because there is no suggestion before the Governuent,

IION J BOSSANO:
Well, Mr Speaker, I accept the Chief Minister has no policy,

MR SPEAKER:

For the purposes of the record this refers to the question of the merger of the
Security Police with the Gibraltar Police,

HON J BOSSANO:

On the merger of the Police of course, Mr Speaker, I was not takking about Government
in general or anything like that, Can the Hon Attorney General give an undertaking

that before any decision is taken +the views of the Associations involved w1ll be
taken conpletely into account and they will be fully consulted?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

It is very difficult to give that undertaking bearing in nind that it shall be a
Governnent which is not in power at the moment but I have no doubt that-a Governuent
of whatever composition which is next elected will consider the views of all the
bodies concerned,

HON M XIBERRAS:

\Jould the Attorney General consider this matter to be primarily a matter for the
officials in Government or for the elected members in Government?
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HR SPEAKERS:

I take it that what you are trying to ask is whether the Hon and Learned the'Attorney—
General considers it to be a defined domestic matter or a non~defined domestic
natter, is that right?

HON M ZIBERRAS: _
Or a grey matter, Mr Speaksr,

MR SPEAKER:

I don't think the Hon and Learned Attorney General is entitled to decide what is a
grey matter,

HON M XIBERRAS:

The Attorney-Generah, Mr Speaker, I think Hon Members will agree often decides and you
yourself do askva% iCe. from him occasionally on certain matters of this kind, What I
an asking iy in }F is reply to Mr Bossano that he cannot account for what the next
Governuent is going to do, I want to know what sort of an interest officials in the
Gibraltar Government have in this question, I am talking about the Attorney-General,
the Financial and Development Secretary and the Governor, and of course, the Deputy
Governor,

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:
I don't think I can possibly answerthat question, Mr Speaker,

HON M ZIBERRAS:

I an sorry that the Hon Member has failed on this occasion to give advice to the
House, lMr Speaker, could the Hon Menmber please take note that all the nmen of the
Security Police have circulated letters of which I have a copy express.ng anxiety
about this situation, It is signed if not by 100% certainly by very near 100/, And
would the Hon Member not agree that in view of this and of his statements today, t@ere
is a need to reassure these people that there is in fact no policy, and if there is
to be a policy in the future that the permanent officials of the Government can
peruit themselves in view of the special interest which I think they have....

HMRSPEAKER:
That assurance has been given, I think,

HON M XIBERRAS:
I would like it a bit more explicit, Mr Speaker, if I may,
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MR SrEAKER:

It is repetition but if the Hon Attorney-Generel wants to give the same assurances
-again he is free to do S0,

HON M XIBERRAS:
I shall start wy question again, Mr Speeker, if I may,

MR SPEAKER:
No, you don't have to.

HON M XIBERRAS:
Well, I don't think the Attorney—General has quite got the sense of it,

MR SPEAKER:
Let us find qut.

HON 1 XIBERRAS:

May I ask the Attorney General whether-he is aware that almost 100% of the umen

in the Security Police have expressed anxiety in_a signed letter signed by almost

as I say 100% of them that there are plans for a merger and that they are conpletely
against it and would he give a guarantee/ these men through their Association will be
consulted in the future? thot

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I was not aware the letter had been signed but I repeat I cannot possibly give an
undertaking on behalf of a Government which we do not know what it will be when the
decision comes to be taken, that it will consider the interests of the officers
concerned, I can however state from my firm belief that it is unlikely in the

extrene that the views of the Gibraltar Security Police would not be considered very
carefully indeed,

MR SPEAKER:
Wext question,
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No.117 of 1976 ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Can Government state how long the Gibraltar Garrison Library Committee have been
the Government printers?

Answer:

The Hon the Attorney-General

The Gibealsar Garrison Library Comnittee have been the Government printers since
the inception although their official appointment was only made in 1903, The
Conmittee undertake the printing of all legislation, theGibraltar Gavernment
Lottery and some reports and the register of electors. The Committee, in
competition with other printers in Gibraltar, have to tender for any other
printing required for Governnent departments,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,117 of 1976

[HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Hon and Learned Attorney General not agree that the Garrison Library
Conmittee have had a remarkably good run for their money and that it night be an
idea to invite competition for the appointuent as Government printers?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

This is certainly a matter which is always under consideration as to who can
nost usefully carry out tasks for Government, I would agree they have had a
good run for their money,

MR SPEAKER:

I would reckon that they have had e good run for Government money,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is the possibility of the appointment being reviewed or being pgt
out to tender something that comes up periodically that the Government considers
and then decides to retain the services of the Garrison Library Printing Vorks?

IION ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I don't think in fact the question of the printing of legislation has ever coms
up for consideration as to whether it should be put out to tender or in the
gase of the Governmment lottery, But that does not of course preclude that in
the future the matter may not be considered,



No.118 of 1976 ORAL
The lon J Bossano

Has Governnent considered the possibility of providing additional car parking
space at Moorish Castle Estate by making use of the space adjoining the
Government property opposite Tankerville House?

Answer?,

The Minister for Sports and Housing

The possibility of converting the site to which I believe the question refers
into a car park was considered some time ago, The conclusion reached then, I
understand, was that it would not have been right to turn this play area for
children living in Tankerville and the neighbourhood into a car park as it would
have deprived them of the only decent siZed, traffic-free playground in this
part of town where they can cycle, run and play in safety,

I concur with this view and much as I agree that there is still room for
improvement in the Moorish Castle area I feel even more strongly that the
Provision of playing facilities for our youngsters must take priority over
parking. As the House is avare the car park recently created next to the
Plater Youth Club has improved the parking situation there considerably.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.118 OF 1976
HION J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the property to which I anm referring is an ex~Officers' Married
Quarter which is now Government. owned .and.which has got a patio adjoining the
road which is used exclusmvely by the tenants but which could be made available
as parking spaee and-weg in fact used as parking speee prevmeusly because thers

wes ro intervening barrier between the patio anﬂ the road, Has Government
looked at that possibility?

HON H J ZAMMITT: :

Sir, I do regret that the arca to which I thought the Hon Questioner was referrins
to was the play area immediately in front of Tankerville., However, the arca I nov
see he refers;jo was converted some 18 mgnths ago or twe years ago into car parls
in thet area, The ex-officers! quarters was converted into a car park and I thi~:
sone 24 cars are able to park there, I am afraid I do not lmow the particular

area thgt the Hon: Questioner is referring to. There ig only a little alleyway
between. one ex married quarter and the large, block which we have taken over,

L

MR SPEAKER:

The  answer perhaps is that if you are given the necessary detalls you will
cOnsider whether it is available for parking,

*®

:
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No,119 of 1976 N VORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Can the Minister for Housing state when the allocation of the Glacis Estate was
conpleted and will he further state when it is proposed to fulfil the undertaking
given by his predecessor on a number of occasions since 1972 to make public the
list of allocations for this estate?

Answer:
TheMinister for Sport and Housing

The allocation at Glacis Bstate has not as yet been finalised due to the erosion
of accomaodation for temants from Penney House,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NOL119 of 1976

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Member then saying that we have Yo wait for that o happen
before we can get the publication of the allocation list? Is that what he is saying?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Yes, Sir, I can add that once Penney House is again ready for occupation and the

. Elats now occupied are vacated and re-let to applicants on the waiting list, the

allocation list will be published,

HON P J ISOLA:

Is it not a fact that most of the tenants of Penney Ilouse are not gozng back to
Pgnney House9 : : .

MR SPEAKER:
That is another matter,

HON P J ISOLA:

Viell it is relevant, Mr Speaker, because I would ask the Minister should not the
governuent consider publishing the list and putting a few asterisks in the case of
Penney House tenants and letting the public see the list at least before they go
and seek re-election , surely, and see what has been goin; on, if anything,

HOW H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, the allocation list would have to be provided with details of points
system, those on medical cytegory, and other qualifications and one can only do this,
Sir, when those tenants return to Penney House, I think, if I can clarify one
point from the Hon Peter I80laceececo
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MR SPEAKER:

You are not going to say how many tenants are going back to Penney House, It is not
relevant, ] o i

HON H J ZAMMITT:
Then I cannot clarify, Sir,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say how many tenants have been, in fact housed on the
Estate over this considerable period of time so that the House may have an

idea of the length of the list that i8 waiting for publBcation now for some two
years,

MR SPEAKER:
That is relevant,

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, I regret I have not got the figures, I would be prepared to pass them over to
the Hon Member but I have not got those figures with me at the moment,

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Hon Meuber confirnm that he does realise that the numbers involved in the
Penney House allocation represents a very small proportion of the total,

MO SPEAKER:

No, now we are going beyond the scope of the question, You have asked whether the_
allocation for the Glacis BEstate has been finalised and if so whether they are goin;
to publish the allocation list. You have been told that the allocation would not be
finsihed until such time as the tenants who came from Penney House vacate themr
Present accommodation at Glacis, That is the only relevancy between Penney House
and this particular question.

HON J BOSSANO:

I accept Mr Speaker, that Penney House is completely 1rrelevant and I contend that
the Government is using it as an excuse, Would the Government not agree, lr Speaker,
that the allocation of the bulk of the estate was completed a considerable time ago
and the list could have been published a considerable time ago regardless of what
happened to Penney House?
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IION & J ZAMMITT:

I am afraid I cannot agree to that, Sir, You can only publsih an allocation list when
the House is allocated and it would be I think wrong to provide the allocation list
where one would have to give details of family composition, the points systen,
nedical grounds and what have you, I agree with the Hon Mr Bossano that the number
involved with Penney House is a small percentage,

IION P J ISOLA:

Could not the Penney House list be put in limbo because otherwise is there not a
danger that by the time the list is published it will be of no use to anybody.

Nobody will be interested in it, By then the whole of Varyl Begg Estate will have
been allocated and the election will have gone by and everything, Isn't there a
need to satisfy the public? Isn't there a need to publish the allocation list as it
has gone completely and make a reservation in respect of Penney House otherwise

is the result not that the assurance given in the House is valueless and we may have
another disaster somewhere else and some more people put in Glacis in the place of-
the Penney House tenants? Surely the public are entitled to have some more information
reasonably soon after the allocation has substantially been completed?

HON I J ZAMMITT:

Sir, I agree that the Housing Allocation list has to be published, There is no doubt
about that but one cannot publish......

MR SPEAKER:

Let us not go round in circles, You have been asked a very simple question, You have
been asked would it not be reasonable in the light of the assurances given in this
Ilouse up to date to publish the allocation list in respect of Glacis with the
exception of those flats which are still not allocated due to the fact that they
have been occupied by the tenants of Penney Hhuse which according to you, is a very
small proportion,

ION H'J ZAMMITT:

The answer is no, Sir, But if you would like me to qualify I am prepared to do so.

IION J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is it not true that when the original assurances were given aluost

four years ago by the Governuent the reason given for not publishing the list until
the conpletion'of the allocation was that it was a bad thing.to publish a list in

the middle of the allocation or three-quarters of the way through the gllocation

with a number of empty houses still there and that this was the policy of the previous
aduinistration and that the new Government then coming into power in 1972 was carrying

the same policy and that policy is totally different from sayinz that if there is
NOW ONe, ...,
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MR SPEAKER:
Let us have the question,

IION J BOSSANO: -

Mr Speaker, I want confirmation that that was in fact the original reason given ;
and that that and what is now beingsai.d are two totally different things.

IION II J ZAMMITT:

No, Sir., The whole thing behind it is that whereas a person for the Glacis Estate
could have qualified for acc.mmodation with something like 210 points, if you
publish that now with still a number of vacancies any person having 215 points
would automaticallyeeeeoe :

MR SPEAKER:
The answer then is that you don't.

ION H J ZAMMITT:

The answer is no, Sir, I don't think it is right to publlsh the allocation list
untll the Estate has been allocated, Sir. :

HON MISS ¢ ANES:

Hr Speaker would it not be right to say that the Minister is afraid that the contents
of the list will not make him popular at all for the next election?

IION H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I don't think any Minister for Housing will be popular at any electlon
I can assure you Sir, and I think +the Hon Lady has experienced that herself,

HON MISS C ANES:

Very much so, Sir, and I was committed to publishing the list mySe}f ugd the next ‘
‘Government incoming after our Government was committed to the publication of the list.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

But we do intend to submit the list, Mr Speaker, as I have saldfgore than one
occasion, when the allocations are completed.
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IION MISS C ANES:

But, Mr Speaker, according to my information this is” the last meeting of the present
Government. When will the list be published?

HON O J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, it may be the last meeting of the Government but the Government is in
power until after the elections,

HON P J ISOLA:

Does the Minister not agree that in a Ilousing Estate which is a very big housing
estate that in a period of four years of office the Government ought to publish
the 1ist to the people so that the public can be satisfied that they have done .
everything correctly as far as that allocation is concerned? Vould it not be in
the Govermment interest to publish this before the election?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

As I said the list will be published the moment the allocations are fulfilled
from those applicants on the housing waiting list, I am afraid I can go no further

~than that,

MR SPEAKER:
We arenot going to get any further on this,

HOON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, is it not Government'!s intention in agreeing to the proposal, in prigciple

to publish the list that the public should be informed about who has got the various
flats and why and to make sure that the public sees there is good reason for thgse

persons getting a flat? Would the Hon Member not agree that in such a large housing

allocation the Government is in danger of failing in its basic intents, which may

be a very good one, by not drawing the line at some particular part of Glacis and

publishing that and leaving the rest aside?

HON II J ZAMMITT:
I do not agree,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister whether what he is saying is that as long as there
is an enpty house in the Estateeeece..
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MR SPEAKER:

I can answer that one,

IION J BOSSANO:
Yes? What i the answer, Mr Speaker?

MR SPEAKER:

The answer is that until such time as Penney House is ready and they have rehous?d
those tenants from Penney House that were housed at Glacis Estate, they are not in
a position to publish the allocation list,

IION J BOSSANO:
No, I am not just talking about Penney House now Mr Speaker,

MR SPEAKER:

They are not prepared to publish the allocation list of Glacis ugtil Such'time as
they have decanted those tenants from Penney House who were putﬁlnto G1a01s,

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, no, Mr Speaker, I think the Minister has said until the allocation of Glacis

is completed and I now ask him 4if in fact that means that if tomorrow a temant
leaves Glacis and therefore Glacis has got one empty flat in it, Glacis has not been
completely allocated and we will not have the list for that reason., Is that the case?

HON II J ZAMMITT:

3ir, that is certainly not the case because if a person vacates the flat the
allocation would have been made to the person who is vacating, but in thg case of
Penney House there was no allocation on the point system, it was a question of
decanting,

HON P J ISOLA: , o
Mr Speaker, isn't it a fact that the tenants of Penney House have been given,...

MR SPREAKER:
No,
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IION P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, it is relevant if in fact the tenants of Penney House have becone
tenants of Glacis, is this a fact? Is it a fact that every single tenant from
Penney House in Glacis has been given the opportunity of staying in Glacis
pernanently?

MR SPEAKER:
No, IHave taken the opportunity?

HON P J ISOLA:
lave taken or been given,

MR SrEAKER:
No, because if they have refused they have to be decanted,

oW P J ISOLA:
Taken, then,

IION H J ZAMMITT:

No, Six,

IION I{ISS C ANES:

Mr Speaker, there are tenants from Penney House residing at Glacis who now find
t.ey do not want to go back to Penney Ilouse, What is going to be the situation then?

IR SPEAKER:

No, that is out of order, Next question,
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No.120 of 1216 ORAL
The Hon J Bogsano

Will the Minister for Housing State whether he will be making the allocation
list for Varyl Begg Estate available for public inspection?

Answer:

The Minister for Sports and Housing
Yes, Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,120 of 1976

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can he give an indication of how many yearsw will have to wait for
that one?

HON H J ZAMMIIT:

3ir, I cannot talk about the number of years.I cuusgas in the case of Glacis,
once the allocation of Varyl Begg is completed,

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Hon Member not consider that it is possible to give an allocation

by block on Varyl Begg Estate g;thout any prejudice to what may happen to the
unallocated blocks? R

JQN HJ ZAMMITT‘ S : i ;M, : 5 N

No; Mr Speaker, and may I explain why., You cannot do that purely because there
are people who have rejected or refused accoumodation hoping to get better
Positioned accommodation in a block yet to be allocated.

et darte L B
Pk M AL @G L e ek A 0w s

HR:SPEAKER'

You are being asked a sinple question, If the allocation of one particular
block has been compieted do-you feel that that particular allocation list should
be published?

HON {1 J_ZAIMIDT:

No Sir, I an afraid not,

HON M J&IBERRA:S" -

Mr-Speeker, ‘does “the Hon Member envisage that he hlmself will be able to make
public this allocation list?
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No.121 of 1216 ORAL
he Hon J Bossano

Will Government consider the construction of -a pddestrian crossing bridge between
the housing estates at Glacis and Laguna?

Answer:

The Minister for Sports and Housing

This suggestion was considered in 1973/74. The proposal was then that there
should be an overhead bridge linking the playdeck at Glacis Estate with the
Playground on the opposite side of Winston Churchill Avenue on the north side
of Shell Petrol Station, The cost of such a bridge was estimated in 1973 to be
in the region of £50,000 to £60,000 but the scheme failed to qualify for
inclusion in the current Development Aid Programne because it did not have the
necessary priority in relation to other more essential capital projects such
as housing, education, etec,

It was appreciated then that however useful such a bridge could be it would only
partly solve the problen in that the bridge would attract primarily people living
in the Glacis Estate or persons wanting to get from Laguna to Glacis Estate.
Distance, however, would deter other people from using the bridge as it would
have neant long walks and the climbing of steps which people are notoriously
disinelined to do when they have the alternative of a short cut,

As the Hon Member knows there is a pedestrian crossing which at crucial tines
of day is controlled by a traffic warden, This however, does not stop people
from crossing Winston Churchill Avenue at other points,

I nay add that there will be in the not too distant future a road linking Bayside
Road with Glacis Estate as part of the projected Marina at Bayside, This will
have the effect of reducing the traffic in Winston Churchill Avenue and
onsequently the risk to pedestrians when crossing the Avenue,

It will have been gathered from what I have said that the Government is not
opposed to an overhead bridge in principle, It is a matter of priotities,
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0,122 of 6 ORAL

The Hon L Devincenzi

To what extent was Government committed financially to the support of the recent
football featival, prior to its taking place?

Answexr:
The Minister for Sports and Housing

Government was not committed financially to the recent Football Tournament.

SUFPLEMENTARY TO NO,122 of 1976

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, I notice that the key woxrd there was "not committed". Can I ask
the Minister whether they are committed now?

MR SPEAKER:
Isn't there another question on that matter? I think you are anticipating.

HON L DEVINCENZI:
I have asked the question, Mr Speaker,

MR SPEAKER:
Bes but I am telling you that you are anticipating a subsequent question.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can Government say if they were not committed financially to the
support of the recent Football Festival prior to its taking place, whether in
fact it is correct to deduce from this that any other event which does not

have initial Government backing can nevertheless look forward to a reconsideration

of Government policy on the matter,

MR SPEAKER:
That would be covered by the next question on the subject.

HON P J ISOLA:

May I ask whether any request for Government commitment was made prior to the
festival being held by the Association concerned?
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HON H J ZAMMITT:

No financial request was made prior to the holding of the tournsment but I think
in the next question I will be able to answer further,

HON P J ISOILA:

I mean any request for aid or underwriting of any kind before the tournament was
held, o 3 2

HON H J ZAMMITT:
No, Sir,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Do I understand, Mr Speaker, that there was no specific moral obligation in
respect of the festival?

MR SPEAKER:
No, I think the answer has been explicit.

IION M XIBERRAS:

Could I ask the Minister whether there was no approach of any kind made to the
Minister in the organisation of this which implied a financial commitment on th>
side of the Minister, or financial responsibility?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Sir, there was certainly no approach fron a financial point of view but I
will be saying so in a 1ai°r question thabe there eertainly was encouragement
at least and all possiblc assistance other than financial prior to the tournament,

MR SPEAKER:

Let us cone to the next question, It is easier, I think, because it has a
bigger anbit and otherwisc we may be anticipating.
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No,123 of 1976 ORAL

Zhe Hon L Dewvincenzi

Will Government state whether the Gibraltar Amateur Basketball Association w::Lll
be required to contribute 25% of their fakings to Government in connection with
the recent International Basketball Tournament and if not, when was this decided?

e © Answer:
ghé Minister for Sports and Housing

No, Sir, It was aé.beed when the arrangements for holding the Tournament were
made that we would consider the 25% Government charge being waived if no profit
was made by GABBA after all expenses had been paid.

- SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.123 of 1976

HON L DEVINCENZI:
Mr Speaker, is this a departure from normal practice?

HON O J ZAMMITT:

Sir, this is not a departure from normal practice, It is ondy a realisation

of a situation that it is futile to encourage outside participation if one is
going to charge 25% which already incurs a debt to the Association concerned, If
they do make a profit then of course they would pay 25%,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, on the previous question I asked whether there was any financial
comnitnent and I was told 'nof, Now, in respect of this particular subject of the
25% of the gate or the takings which are normally taken to government, in respect

of football may I say, was this in fact also the arrangement in respect of the
Football Restival?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

It is the arrangement I have with all associations, Mr Speaker, that we have found
that the overheads of for instance, police, attendants and the like would be
deductable or would be added to the expenses incurred, If there is a profit
after that I would charge 25% for these facilities,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, I raise this question because there appears to be an anomely.- and I
don't know where it will fit in - but tlere appears to be an anomaly that in
respect of football certain tickets were apparently not staumped but in respect

of basketball, the tickets were stamped wi:h the Government countersign which
enables the Government, I imagine, to deturmine how many people have gone through
and therefore to estimate what percentrge of the gate money they are entitled to.
I would like to lmow, since the Minister x:ld in answer to Question No,122 that
there was no financial sommitment, why t}$ Government did not stamp the tickets
for the football but did stamp the tickety for the basketball?



HON H J ZAMMITT:

Slr, it has a very simple explanation, In the case of football or should I say
any other sport being played on the main ground tickets would have to be printed
with a row, a block and a number, And therefore the counterfoils can always be
checked by Government, In the case of basketball or inside the hall we cannot
possibly check because there are no sort of mserved accommodation and therefore
we have to keep control of the number of people going through.

Y

HON M XIBERRAS:"
And I take it it has always been the practice not to stamp for football?

ION H J ZAMMITT:

Oh no, Sir, we have stamped for football, It is only when we have now been aple to
have all the rows and seats numbered that we lknow exactly where we are, Previously
of course we didn't Sir,

HON M XIBERRAS:
I hope the Minister is going to give us some figures in the next question,

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is i%, then a general principle that in any use of the Victoria Stadiun
the 2% contrlbutlon to the Government is wrived in every case where the event
in question shows a loss?

(

ION H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, we must clarify this point, The facilities at the Victoria Stadium are free
of charge, We do not charge any association a singless.....

MR SPEAKER:

Let us not go beyond the orbit of the gquestion, We are only talking aboutwhen
a change is made, When there is a profit you have said that there is a charge
of 25%,

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I ask your indulgence so that I can explain, Sir, I was saying that
Government does not make an entrance charge, the user, the association, is at
liberty to make a charge,

MR SPEAKER:

We are not talking about an entrancu charge, It is 25% Governuent charge that we
are discussing,
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HON H J ZAMMITT:

Only when the user, the association, or the toull charge an admission fee..

MR SPEAKER:
He cannot make a profit if he doesn't charge an adnission fee,

HON H J ZAMMITT:
Then he does not pay 25%, Sir,

MR SPEAKER:
Precisely,

IION P J ISOLA:

I an asking, is it a matter of principle that when any event takes place in the

Victoria Stadium and fees are chargelby the user, that the 2§p is waived if there
is no profit?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Yes, that is so, Sir,

HON P J ISOILA:
In any event?

HON H J ZAMMITT:
In any event,

HON P J ISOLA:

So therefore all the associa.ions can use the facilities, charge the pgblic, and
so long as they don't make a profit the Governument gets nothing at all?

ION H J ZAMMITT:
Yes Sir,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, how does Government estimate the profit? I would like Fo know because
a certain newspaper published something about the rules of the stadium,
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MR SPEAKER:
Yes, but we are not going to go into the rules of the Stadium,

IIoK M XIBERRAS:

What I an trying to determine is this 25. I think the relevant rule about ?he.
charge is very explicit: "after two days of the match taking place the association
will make its returns and......"

MR SPEAKER:

No, we are not going into that,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Can I ask hin, Mr Speaker, how does the Government estimate how many people go
into a football match? Is it purely on the counterfoils?

IR SPEAKERs

No, The original question asked: "Will Government state whether the Gibraltar
Anateur Basketball Association will be required to contribute 25 of their
takings." We are not going to go into how the takings are calculated., You

have asked whether this principle is applicable to all other sports and you have
been told "yes",

HON P J ISOLas

Could I ask the Minister whether in fact the Government has received any income
out of this in the last year?

ION II J ZAMMITT:

Yes, there has been some income, Sir, Football itself contributes quite .
substantially because they charge admission fee and therefore we take 25/ of their
brofit,

HON P J ISOLA:
But only if they make a profit?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

At the noment, yes, This is a matter which is under review Mr Speaker,
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IION P J ISOLA:

I was just wondering, Mr Speaker, whether there is any point in having -Fhis _

25% charge because it seems to me that it looks rather like largesse be:l.ng.tnrown
out by the Government: if there is a rule/ you have got to pay and it is waived
continuously. that

HON M XIDERRAS:

Hr Speaker, where do these monies appear in Govermaent accounts?

MR SPEAKER:

No, no, next question,



0,124 of 1976 ORAL

The Hon L Devincenzi

Is Governuent aware of the size of the deficit incurred by the Gibraltar Football
Association as a result of the recent football festival and will Govermment say
whether it has made good this deficit or any part of it and will they further state
for the guidance of other sports the principles on which they have acted?

Anpsvers,

The Minister for Sgo;j;g and Housing

Yes, Sir, Government received a letter from the Gibraltar Football Association
on the 1l June 1976 in which a loss of £7744.,90 was outlined and asking.for
financial assistance, Government has agreed to make good part of this deficit

by a £3,000 grant and £3,000 loan interest free, the remaining £1744.90 to be
met by Gibraltar Football Association. Supplementary provision is being sought
later in these proceedings. Government considered the letter sent by Gibraltar
Football Association and agreed to offset part of the loss due to the very
exceptional circumstances of this case as made by Gibraltar Football Association,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,124 of 1976

MR SPEAKER:

Before we start en this one I am going to sound a warning, Youare going to have
two bites at the cherry, mow and at supplementary estimates, and we are not going
to have mpetition. Do what you like but I have sounded my warning,

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, I would sinply ask whether this generosity on the part of the
Government has come about strictly after they knew of the deficit and vwhether
the Minister can confirm once again that there was aboslutely no prior commitment
of any sort, :

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I can say there was absolutely no comnitment, financial commitment

on the parz; of the Governnent and, as I said in my answer, the letter wes received
by we fron the Football Association on the 11th of June, The tournament took
.ploce on the 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th of May.

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, in the answer to the question the Miniaster said fhere was no
comitment on the part of the Government and this could very well be so, Can the
Minister say whether there was any commitment on his part?

HON H J ZAMMITT: -
As Minister for Sport I am the Government.
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MR SPEAKER:

If the Minister has given any personal commitment he is not answerable in this
House, - o 3 :

HON L DEVINCENZI:
As a minister?

MR SPEAKER:
As a Minister he hos said there w,s not,

HON H J ZAMMITT:
As.a minister, cettainly not, I can assure you.

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Mr Speaker, did the Hon Member hint to the body concerned that he would do his
_utnost to try and convince Govermment to change their policy, when there was
no coummitment, ;

HON H J ZAMMITT:
That is not so, Sir,

HON P J ISOLA: -

I heard hin say in a previous question that he encouraged them, did the
Minister feel that by virtue of his encouragement of the GBA he had some sort
of responsibility to see that the associationdidd't go bankrupt as a result of
the competition,

CHON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, I encourage all sports in Gibraltar, and I cannot deny I encouraged GFA,
I think you said, possibly rightly, Sir, that this nay be a question that the
Opposition may like to discuss later on during supplementary estimates, Unless

you allow me possibly 2 hours to explain the circumstances I cannot go any further

on a short answer,

HON P J ISORA:

No, what I an asking the Minister, he hasn't really answered that, is did he feel

some responsibility to the association as a result of the encouragement he had
given them, once it was discovered that the whole enterprise had been
unfortunately a debacle.
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HON H J ZAMMITT:
No, Sir, I do not feel that way., I assisted in the normal way I assist any

-association whether it be through personal contact with any particular teams, or

through my contaet, in London, but I did not feel it was & purely GFA venture
and I assisted in every possible way I could through my offices,

HON P J ISOLA:

But if the Minister merely encouraged and felt no obligation..ef.all, thought
that he wasn't bound to make good any sort of losses by the Association, thought
he might even have visited London, I don't know, to arrange the festival or to

be involved in it, can he then answer the second part of my friend's question,
you know for the guidance of other sports, On what principles does the
Government act to give aid after any event has proved a failure, Is the principle,
if the Minister has encouraged we look at it favourably, or is the principle, ¥*it
has been a loss", we look at things favourably., I think the Minister will agree
it is important that all associations should feel that they are all free to come
to the Government if there is a particular festival they organise and itexists

in financial failure.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, we have always looked at every single case, and considered then on their
nerits and we always look at these things gmpathetically. If we can give the
assistance then obviously we are here for this reason, but when I have been to
Londoneeses

MR SPEAKER:

Let us not...

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Well it has been insinusted Sir, and I had a question about this elsewhere, it
has been at my expense not at Government's expense....

MR SPEAKER:
No, no, no,

HON L DEVINCENZI:

Can I ask the Minister to what extent was the Minister involved in making the
arrangenents for this festivae which have gone beyond the bounds of his Ministry.

MR SPEAKER:

To the extent that you acted in your Ministerial capacity, you are answerable to

the extent that you acted in your personal capacity, you are not answerable
to this House,
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HON H J ZAMMITT:

I can assure nembers opposite, Sir, that I have not exceeded my bounds as
Minister for Sport, I have assisted as much as I possibly could within my
capactty. f :

HON P J ISOLA:

Could I ask the Minister then whether it would be appropriate for honourable
nembers generally in this House to advise sporting Associations who may apprc?ach
then, that they can go ahead and incur risks in organising a sporting event in
Gibraltar, and that they can look forward, if things go wrong to Government

looking at the application for aid after the event sympathetically. Have I
u.nderstood the M:mister correctly?

HON-H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, this is completely not so and it is regrettable, Mr Speaker, Sir, that such
an attitude should be taken by Mr Peter Isola because it happened to be a faidure

because no one in this House thought of saying to GFA "well done" when they
nade £1,000 profit last year,

MR SPEAKER:
We will now move on,

HON P J ISOLA:

Hr Speaker, could I ask the Minister, I think the Minister nisunderstood my ques-
tion, does the Minister not agree that it is desirable that all sporting associa-
tions should know what Government policy is towards these events, To the extent
that they can embark on ventures of this kind and they can hope to have the sane
sort of treatuent as the Gibraltar Footballl Association, perhaps quite rightly
has had, if the venture prove a financial failure, Would it not be fair.ceeee

We rmust sort that out,

MR SPEAKER:

We must ask questions which are within the orbit and only long enough to be
renembered so that they can be answered, Do not make statements, please,

ION P J ISOLA:

Will the Minister . malfe a statement as to the principle that governs the
Governuent in this situvation.
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HON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, I can reiterate once again that the Government looks sympatheifcally at all
sporting organisations in Gibralitar and each case is treated on its merits, That
does not imply in the slightest way that this means that there can be a free
hand of embarking on ventures which we know, are going to be failures,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, surely the principle must involve that associations should aeek the
advice of the Minister, before they embark, to find out whether he thinks they
are likely to fail or succeed, Surely thateeeecece

HON H J ZAMMITT:
Yes, Sir.

HON J BOSSANO:
Well did the GFA do this then, Well this is a failure,

HON H J ZAMMITT:
Yes, Sir, they did,

HON J BOSSANO:

And the Minister, I teke it they anticipated it would be/éuccess and it didn't
turn out to be like that, is that the case?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

That is correct Sir, The success of the GFA hoped'for was exactly the sane
success they had with Notts County and Fulhan last year,

HON M XIBERRAS:

I can now understand the Minister's position much better after he had said that
though I don't agree with hin, Mr Speaker, because I had understood him to say
that thege had been no approach by....

MR SPEAKER:
No financial approach,
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HON M XTBERRAS:

I think“fhat still on fhe'principle on which CoVernment has agreed to g;ve this
~ noney, and to loan this money, is it not a fact.that the Hon Member contacted

the teams personally hinself and did he feel responsible, Mr Speaker, in view
of his very personale.....

MR SPEAKER:
~ Ile has been asked that One and he has said' 'not,

HON M XIBERRAS:

lMay I ask another question, The Minister has said, of course, that he has through
personal offices supported all sports and so forth, is it not a fact that he has

travelled to the United Kingdom on more than one ocoasion to see and arrange
tournanents?

MR SPEAKERg:
o, Out of order,

HON M XIBERRAS:
May I just finish the question, Mr Speaker,

MR SPEAKER:
No, I an ruling you out of order,

IION M XIBERRAS:

The principle on which the Government has now given money to GFA carry any

noral commitment incurred as'a result of the Minister taking a very direct part
in'..’..

MR SPEAKER:
Ile said tNO®,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Minister not agree that using Govermment's telexes for these things is
in fact taking a very direct part. Would the Minister not agree Mr Speaker, that

on various occasions, and it is my information, that on this occasion as well,
th ough of course,..,..
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MR SPEAKER:

No, out of order, I'm going to bring this down to earth, He has said that nothing
he did compels him norally to assist the Football Association and that is the end
of the matter.

ION P J ISCLA:S
ulting

omsth7nu res

Could I aust ask, Mr Speaker, then fron the answexr to the Hon Mr
Bossano, is the principle then that if the judgement of the Minister has proved
wrong as to the outcome of the venture, the Government is willing to chip in.
Because this is what I understand from the answer to my Hon Friend Mr Bossano,
Is that the principle that we must be guided by?

ION H J ZAMMITT:

No, Sir, I am afraid not, I think members are twisting words here, Each
indiviudal sporting event, where an association incurs a deficit, will have to
be analysed and treated on its own individual merits, and I say again this does
not give a free hand to any association to go ahead and expect Governuent to

support if one knows from the beglnnlng that such a venture is going to be a
failure,

HON P J ISOLA:
Well this is precisely the question I asked,

MR SPEAKER:
You have been told "no“.

IION P J ISOLA:

No but Mr Speaker the lMinister has just answered me "if we know the venture is
going to be a failure", my question WaS.eeeos

MR SPEAKER:

Order, The answer that the Minister has given is clear and if the Opposition

do not want to come down to earth, it is not my fault and since, this is going to
be discussed at Supplementary Estimates, we are repeating ourselves, The answer
has been very very clear; he has said this does not establish a precedent and

every case should be studied on its merits, That is what he said, and so let's
leave it there,

IION P J ISOLA:

May I ask then the Minister finally, therefore, if an association goes to the

Minister and says they are going to hold a xestlval, of any kind, and the
Minister actively encourages.....



M R SPEAKER:
That is a hypotheitcal question,

HON P J ISOLA:

..sothat association, yes Sir, but he gave a hypothetical answer to my friend
Mr Bossano,

MR SPEAKER: -

No, ho; Next questioh.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, may I ask the Chair for clarification, because I think this is a
serious matter, Is it the position that any Minister in the Government can in fact
be intimately involved in something that may have a direct repercussion on his

. ninisterial responsibility at a subsequent date, and the House is not able to

.. question him on his involvement, because all he has to do is to clain

that his involvenent is private ,

MR SPEAXER:

No, Mr Bossano , you are wrong, I am not saying that a Minister is not answerable
for his actions, What I an saying is that under guise of the particular question
that we are asking now, supplenentaries have to be directed towards the nain
question, That is all I am saying and we have wandered, I think, and you will

all agree when you read Hansard, terribly far from the main question, A proper
guestion should have bheen phrased,

IION J BOSSANO:

But I take it then that those activities can be in fact aired in the Iouse

provided that either a question is properly phrased or is raised other than at
guestion time,

MR SPEAKER:
Most certainly,

ION L ‘DEVINCENZI:

Since I put in the original question, can I ask one question nyself? Mr Speaker,
since the Minister has himself said that the GFA did approach him and he agreed
and emcouraged them, because he thought, they both thought, that this would

be a profitable venture, could the Minister then not agree that because of this

involvenent, this perhaps genuine involvement, cannot he then not agree that he
felt committed to subszdise.
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MR SPEAKER:
No, no., He has answered the question he has said about then times '"no%,
answered it,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,

IIe has
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N0.125 of 1976 ORAL
The Hon L Devincenzi

Is it a fact that the Gibraltar Band is dissatisfied with the measure of financial
support it has received fron the Government and will the Minister nake a
statenent?

Answers

The Minister for Sports and Housing

In 1971 £400 was granted to the Gibraltar Band priuarily for the purchase of
uniforms - mince that date no further application for financial assistance has
been subnitted by the Gibraltar Band,

SUPHLEMENTARY TO NO,125 OF 1976

HON L DEVINCEWZI:

lir Speaker can the Minister still say, in answer whether the Gibraltar Band was
satisfied with that, smd was it perhaps because of the lack of his financial
support, in their estimation, that they perhaps disbanded,

OON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, in 1971 it was my Honourable Friend who was the Minister responsible for
granting this grant, and if they were dissatisfied I am sure they would have
nade representations to hin at the time, Sir.

s 5w o)
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HON L DEVmCENZI: FRY N R e e 6 0 e Vs e -
lr- Speaker, “ean the-Ministeér say how this financial suppé.t which I gave the
Gibraltar Band compares with the support that the Gibraltar Symphony Orchestr:.
is- getting, o

sl T
i vt s 7 \

HON H J ZAMMITT: e e

Sir, the Gibreltad Symphony Orohestrd 1 1974/75 T an afraid I have not got the
figures: foy 1973, but I can provide them if he wante or 72/73, 73/74 and so on.
I have-got. the last two years Sir, in T4/75 I gave the symphony Orchestra £200,
in 1975/76;£300. i :

¥

HON L DEVINCENZI:
lir Speaker; are they satisfied with this.

4

HON I J ZAMMITT: ' : Lt

lHr Speakexr, I think no one at all is ever satisfied with anything that is given
there is always pressure for nore,



ould dop Josr evadl
o[1% O B2 EHe ’r\\;f.a vk
PSS oraaetesl ruzeidl

HON M XIBERRAS:

dudh

wrph

rovky gl dadd sotddens dibv f)D.F-;HJ.JLu ove akl .L.{ de .ope o
“Hor'm g ZAMMITT: JSU0N LT OTUBES

Sir, I don't know what the non-appegranca of the. ‘G:,\braltar ;:chn at;the;:
0t Aovpus Christi pfdcedsion Was' qué’ "E‘(fw ‘IC"v‘g nat "hqard thy}g‘i ;.:';'oq;‘1 ‘the Band [ |
ov.o-fon ene years, tbut I think fhe Hon Ffember x:iiglﬁ; %ggf ’“vghe:gg wth,& &yﬁx fron
the couprehensive school weré fdu:o:i?né“ i "Cd ;pu.é‘”‘ Chnsd'f;:x. processﬁon. .

et P RIS AT
.
B e meg Ly . . ;
ot o8 .u »..V, o W0 s s W L, ¥ ‘e L da s oSy ]
W o et o, e o ok ,_d{,' t P9 14
- sTaRUREYE AR

v 4

Bl & . =T,
fetas o iiutic )

ik
:dreaﬂsii;

~~m~re-~ ;

- - 3 l. ¥
5 s L. R S W t -
i i3
o X - » 3 - S N
: . L o t
o) 30} . g sd, 3T ¢ 8 =g
2 it i - <% * ] v bl " by 5
R 4 % o &
» i ot
,"/
-
-
. (
'
R 2 e
- e
1 3 ‘\, Y et >
- e . 2
{43 di | A
diaba B “‘ -l
: (
I i S o
G Y wd
o~ *
; N dod
Vo s L
3 -
- " v < s T
X % RERRR e S S ‘
@
IR e "
P ¢ & kS & iy S
o % 20 i fe AT ? eeie ) kAt 3 RSP Rk 3 RO 3 S o SN gk il
s 3 e > o <% S
< j s ¥ g - l



@

No,126 of 1976 ORAL
The Hop ¥} Isola

Will Government state its policy in relation to the Taxi Service Report by G W
Barns?
Insver:
The Minister for Sports and Fousing
No Sir. The report is still under consideration,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,126 of 1976

HON W M ISOLa:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister state whether the Transport Commission has advised
the Government on the report by G ¥ Barns?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, the report was submitted by Mr Barns to the Govermor on the 10th of May

and shortly afterwards Government had prelininary discussions on the Report,

The Transport Commission, the Gibraltar Taxi Asscoaition and Britennia Taxis, were
subsequently asked to submit in writing their comments on thereport, il:c Transport
Cosdaoion ud 2lrendy odvised on the relort, The Gibraliar Tefi soceiltion had
con L pradliidncry roply on Uo 231G ou dhde wonth cnd had calel Cor . loeting

to discuss the matter further,

HON W M ISOLA:

Can the Govermment state when it intends to meet the Taxi Association with
respect to this report?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, as I said the letter was received on the 23rd of June, this month, and I
asgunie that once that we finish our business in the House of Assenbly an
appropriate time will be arranged,

HON U M ISOLA:

Then can the Government state whether the recomuendations by the Transport Cormi-
sion have been on principle accepted by the Governuent or rejected?



HON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, the recommendations by the Transport Commission are, as I said in oy
original question, still under consideration and have to be looked into

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member say who pays for this report - the
compilation of this report?

HON H J ZAMMITT:
Technical Assistance.

MR SYBAKER:
Next question,
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0,127 of 1976 ORAL
The Hon Miss C Anes

Is Government aware of the deplorable state of disrepair of the pavements in
Main Street ,pd more particularly of the area opposite the Catholic Cathedral
and the area between Cathedral Square and the Supreme Court and what does
Government propose to do about it?

Ansver;

The Minister for Public Works and Municipal Services

The Public Works Departument is carrying out, during the next 12 - 18 wmonths, a
considerable amount of excavation along Main Street in connection with the
progranne for modernising and renovating the sewerage system,

This work will imeclude new sewer connections across pavements and any major
relaying of pavenments will be deferred until these works are complete,

The Departmnent endeavours to maintain the pavements in a safe condition until
such time as they can be relaid,

Detailed inspection of the two areas mentioned had already been carried out dn
oy instructions before receipt of this question,

Opposite the Catholic Cathedral sone small tiles have been lifted very recently
by heat expansion and these are being put right forthwith. In fact they were

done on Wednesday morning, I think I received the question at lunch time on
Wednesday,.

Sone remedial work between Roberts Pharmacy and the Supreme Court has also already
been authorised and will be undertaken soon,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,127 of 1976

HON MISS C ANES:

Mr Speaker, I would have thought that more particularly the Minister for Tourism
and Development would have been concerned with the state of the disrepair of
pavenents in Main Street, particularly as it is the main thoroughfare in Gibraltar
which is not only used by the community, but by the tourists coming to Gibraltar
One gathers from going round Main Street that this pavement must have been
constructed in 1704 because they are in such a disgusting state of disrepair

and they are so deplorable, in particular the area by the Suprme Court, At the
last neeting when I was asked by a person living in that area, I raised this
question in the House, and there have since been two minor accidents, happily
ninor for the persons concerned as they were elderly l-odies, and they could have
been major ones, Also mothers with prams carrying young toddlers pushing prans
around that area find it very difficult to get through, so I would have thought
that the with the development and modernisation of Gibraltar these questions of the
pavenents could have been looked into before,
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HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Minister state where this labour appears from, thgt whenever a question
is put down in the House his department is able to produce the labour be?ore the
hearing almost, on the site., Are other jobs suffering as a regult of this
desire on the part of the minister to please members on this side of the Ilouse,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, that doesn't arise from this question but I will answer the Hon

and Learned gentleman, Work of this particular Jang and indeed the work of any
particular gang, and there are very many, are planned weeks beforehand, They do
not just happen, They have to be planned, the materials assessed, and got on

site in time to start the work, they just don't happen.

MR SPEAKER:
'Next question,
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No,128 of 1976 ORAL
Zhe Hon Miss C._Anes

Can Government explain why a working party of the Public VWorks Departuent was
80 readily and speedily made available to reconsiruet a wall at Eastern Beach
in front of the Hacienda Bar and yet the same depariment appears to find
difficulty in meeting the reasonable demands of Government tenants who have
leaking roofs and dampness in their homes?

NSCEr?:
The Minister for Public Works and Munijcipal Services

Ks tho Hon Member is no doubt aware, the public works department is split dnto
several sections ater supply, Refuse & Cleaning, Housing Maintenance, Highways,
Sewers etc, each with its own area of responsibility under a Section Head
answerable to the Director of Public Works,

Buildings come under the Housing Maintenance Section whilst retaining walls,
open spaces (including most beach maintenance work) comes under the Highways
section,

Although each section has its own sectional priority this can, ¢f course, be
varied to meet unexpected or unusual circumstances,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO N0,128 of 1976

HON MISS C ANES: il

Mr Speaker, does Govermnent.still comsider that the erection of this wall was
necessary and that it should have been done so speedily at the height of the
sunmer season when this area was providing an amenity to the community,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:
Mr Speaker, the well was knocked down without authority.

MR SPEAKER:

No, we are not-going.into that, You can say that the circunstances warradted
the manner in which this was done,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Yes, the circunstances that warranted this in my opinion, Mr Speaker, is that I

an got prepared for anybody to deprive the people of Gibraltar of something
which bas been in their keeping for a long tiue,

»



HON MISS C ANES:

Mr Spealer, is the Minister then prepared to provide, ‘or rather not ﬁ%@v;de,
accessibility to a bar Wthh is also for the b%peflt of thg;gymyuplty?v
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That with all due respect, Mr Speaker, is something that should have been looked
at and allowed for when the origingl plans were put dp. There ig aceess from the
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HON MISS C ANES:

Mr Speaker, access fron the beach would be accepted for the people using the
beach, but what about people Yisiting +the area; from the pavepent sjde:d!

“ﬁar%lchlﬁﬁty elderly persons wantlng tq. go. into whe bar for a drink? Dorthey have to

(R

®

ﬁgo,dowh to ‘tle bedch and then. go up; into the bar? - Aduittedly peopke have no

‘Yo take the law into their own hands, but was not the delay in allowing
pernission to construct this entry from the Public Works Departmnent rather than
from the applicants themselves?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I wouldn't know Mr Speaker, The application came very very late to my department
very late in May, the architect was asked to come in and explain, he went away
and before we knew, the wall was being kmocked down, “Now, I accept that it
would have been easier to make provisions for direct access from the pavenent.
If they had asked for this, instead of knocking the whole wall down, this would
have received very favourable consideration, but they went ahead knocked the
whole of the wall down,

< HON M nms . V . : % l. ‘ - ,v l.; \;;;n»w—

-

Is it not a question, Mr Speaker, for the Development and Planning Comnission,
these things, rather than the Minister's departnent?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

No, Sir, that wll doesn't belong to the Development and Planning Commission.
The Cormission, as they should and must do. on all building applications, asked
for the comments of the Public Works Departuent, and the department did not
give approval for the wall o be knecked down, It was done without authority
and in fact having been told that they couldn't do it, I repeat what I said, If
they had asked for permission to make a snall opering instead of knocking the
Whofe of the wall down, then this would have been I have no doubt at all
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synpatheitcally e considered, But it was the action of taking  the law into
their own hands and knocking down the whole of the wall infront of the bar which
couldntt be accepted.

IION P J ISOLA: ,

Mr Speaker, in view of the Minister'!s statement that the Govermment would
have given favourable consideration to this, would it not have been a sinpler
solution and in the interest of beachgoers and users of the beach , if the
Minister had suggested the the persons concerned that they put in deviation
plans, instead of taking away a highway patrol, or his highway gang whatever
it is, from other useful work for the community, and putting them to do work
that only disrupts the convenience of the community?

LON LT COL J L HOARE:

No, Sir, The contractor and the architect were given, on the 19th of that
particular mnonth, legal notice that they were to reinstate the wall, They had
been told to stop demolishing the first day they started demolishingz, Despite
that they carried on, You cannot have, and I certainly will not have, the right
of people interforod with because it happens in Givraltar people use thet wall
to sit down on, people do use it.

HON P J ISOLA: ,

Are they going to sit in front of the door to the bar, Mr Speaker, and is that
reasonable that they should sit on that part of the wall? Is that vhat the
M&nlster is-suggedting? - - ° A :

HDN LT COL JL HOARE:
oy I suggest why not?

IR SPEAKER: '
No; n9 we are not going to discuss wherc people wouldereﬁﬁt-toksit14

o . 3

HON MISS C ANES:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister now say how nmuch it has cost the Govermaent in
legal fees and in construction material and manpower o reconstruct that parti-
culayr wall?

¥

HON LT €OL J L HOARE: ' : ¢

It willdmnt the Government nothing. The cost will: be recovered frap tpe p.ggui
who Jocked t@@wn the wall ;llegally without authority,
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Goverment!s working gangs if- the Government had' talken”the”view; et s
. wrong, to have instituted proceedings ageinst the developers, ox whodwer it is,
twumwuummomwmtmummuum they
would have had to do it at their own expense, instead of at the taxpayerts

expense, and at the inconvenience of a whole lot ef people in Egstern Beach.
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MR SPEAKER: ;
Ve are now deviating from the main quéstion,

o5 b QUnu FEOMG RO DEYOBY TR S THERE

HON LT COL J L HQARE:
Do I answer Mr Speaker?

O LELOY Frod v el b
J o & 3 u i ; 1% oL Bl "l.:;JL».« LILE Gily L.L’.a-hu: 2 FRV¥ d (? o Gl
J Giw © cu & o Li AL Ofy Y, ‘ - ; : Gy A
. I arls Foutd ¢ oSV GUELRIT Iarisdsy oId ol auen sl L;,F'f,;gu,, ﬁ%;;)_,. 4.,*,_ .g)_[
- ;l'.[{.\?[ ;: nﬁ“ HN LISV uv 49 RE 3 s L i ;i

) : . J...[..; J ‘I..)A[QC\

‘Yot}.don't have to if, you don't. want to,

e Spea.ker, both the architect hnd the con’l:ractor were served legal notices

to reinstate the well by the 31st of the month., The letters were sent on the
19th and 20th, By the morning of the last day of the month it was clear, not
only that work was not going to be done, but that work was riot intended to be
done, and therefore both the architect and the contraector were told that if this
hadn' t been ren.nstated“by a certain date, the PWD would do so.

okt

*AR

HON MISS C ANES:

Well, Mr Speaker, what I think is that out of stubbormness the Minister decided
that insteaed of taking the constructors or the architects or whoever may have
been responsible, to court, and make them responsible for demolitioninz and then
reconstructing that wall, he took it upon hiuself out of stubbormness, to have
the wall constructed with public funds at the inconvenience of the ¢ommnity
which he is supposed to be serving,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I don't know, Mr Speaker, whether there would be any more inconvenience to the

public whether we had done it or the constructors had 'done: it, The ans"ﬁer was
thse safme. :

_
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HON P J ISOLA:
It could have walted until the end of the season and not inconvenience
beachgoers,
IION M XIDERRAS:
ik P whether

Has the Hon Member any knowledge DPC has aproved the deviation plans
subnitted or not? Is he sure that DPC would recoumend in favour or against the
wall being there, and did he have this information before he decided to have the
wall built up by the Public Vorks Departuent?

IION LT COL J I, HOARE:

The DPC would not have approved it until they got the comments of the Public
Works Departuent, and therefore since the amending plans were not approved by
the DPC, the original ones which Shoved access to that part from the beach
was nouch earlier than that.

HON M XIBERRAS:

An I not correct in understanding, Mr Speaker, that there were deviation plans
subnitted and that DPC had not pronouned on them when the Minister decided to
talze his action? JIf that is the case would it not have been more sensible to
consult DPC on what was likely to be the end result of their deliberation
before the Minister took the law into his own hands and acted the way he did.

ON LT COL J 1. HOARE:
No, Mr Speaker the DPC did not give authority and may I say at this stage .....

HON M XIDERRAS:
Tila:b my gues«ti,om ilyu question is did the Minisfer, before he ordered the
reconstructmn af the wall, did he gonsult  the Chan.rmap of DFC and asked h:q:x ‘

ol

......

to be approved or not, and whether the DPC thought the wall should be knocked
down, orTaiher remain as it was or constructed anew?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:
Obygl_cgusly”&»ganﬁéj: answei' for the Chairpan of thevDi’_C; L

'
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piond dFPahnmEo (?émm:ssmn ‘befpf’e you, “took & deq:g.jslon to re-erect the wall® of
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HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, Iwent a bit furthe;: than that I took “it ;o C‘ouhcﬂ. of‘ ﬂl}}lsteI‘S.
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Will the Minister then answer wvhether it was a Governnent decision or was it the
Minister's decision?

<wl. (BON BTOCOL"F L “HOARE: SHBUG o
1t s 2 Governnent decision,, ; Y

o

©7 ION' M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, there is obviously, or there might be in the future, an aggrieved
party in this, there might be one, Now, I want to know whether there wére .
deviation plans submitted to the DPC for thedemolition of the wall at the time
the Minister took the decision.

MR SPEAKER: |
Well, let us leave it theres

HON LT COL J L HOARE:
Mr Spe&ker, when the Plans esencose

IR ‘SPEAKER:

You have been asked a éinple gquestion, Vere the deviation plans sent before you
took the decision? . Ll

IION LT COL J L HOARE:

The deyiation plans weré sent to DPC before a decision was teked, I% was sent
- ak . >in the normal the Public Works -Departuent for their comments; we were not
\_Aﬂ“/sur'e what was mean tfirthe architect was called in by my engineers, kt was then
elicited from ~~because it still was not clear from the % Lthat the
intention was to knock down the whole of the wall, They were told verbally not

to do so until they got clearance; although there was no engineering ﬁam
X i) disde had to be cleared by the Minister. Since that wall is part of the heritag

w&f«f
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of Gibraltar I decided to talke it to Council of !Minister§.
I didatt oreo Bk the vhole of thot 7.1l buing Imockel de.n. The very next day we
r found tiwtp the wall had becn knock#X down, A builaing inspector was sent
ﬂ%y out to stop them. He told them to stopit. They did not do it=they still carried

on, The next day another member of the dup.rtuwut went out and told them #eoWAVat
stop it. They did not., They promised that they would reinstate it but by the
- 19th there was no progress at all obvious and it was clear, in our ninds, that
uuim)4si there was no intentiony. It was then tq%f leﬁzé_ﬁyggfg was served on then t® cw
reinetete tNe TAId--by the 19th or 20th, s “fhere was np, dpdigation that
they were going to dd“%y the dateline that was fixedq In fact 1 (as perfectly
clear that there was To intention to reinstate the/wall at all,

—
i (000 An oV, 312k Van (976,
HON M XIBERRAS: K" ~ “‘\ -

|
Mr Speaker, then I take it that the matter whichiws with the Government's
agreenent or consent, a pure planning matter which DPC - am I right in stating
it in this way - had been dealing with, which the Public VWorks Depariment had
been dealing with, that this matter when the crunch came, when the question of
the wall came, was not taken to DPC but taken instead to Council of Ifinisters
for decision, Am I right in saying that?

N

L

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I don't know whether it went to DPC at that stage but I did teke it to Council
of Ministers. :

HON M XIBERRAS:

But would the Hon Member not agree that submissions in these cases are made to
DrC and the person or persons concerned, expect a reply fron DPC and they do not
expect the Minister to do the work of DPC OR even Council of Ministers,in a
sinple matter of planning,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, I have already said ad nausemm, that the Building Inspector who is
part of the Development and Planning Commission set-up went down and told thenm
to stop buidding ” i

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, is it not a fact that there was a neeting in the Public Works
Department, in which the party constructing the wall was advised, by experts

» shall we say, that they anticipated no objection, and it was subject only up to
ministerial approval, Is that not a fact and therefore would he not be wrong
in insinuating, in any way, that this was done conpletely against the desire of
the authorities in the Gibraltar Govermment?



HON LT COL J L HOARE:
No Sir, There was no such agreement given by the ceescecese

HON M XIBERRAS:
Was there a meeting?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

There was a meeting on the morning of the 30th of April, and the architect

was told there was no such proposal in the original building application. If
there had been it would not have been acceptable to PWD since it would renove
a protection against sea water flooding of the road and deprive the public

of convenient seating capacity, It was explained to the architect that
whilst the department had no technical objection to the proposals, it would
have to be cleared with the Minister for Public Works before work could
proceed, During the afternoon of the 30th April, the work was already started.

IION M XIBERRAS:

IIr Speaker, thank you, I think the point is quite clear but I would not like
the public to get away with the impression which I think is a wrong one, that
the parties concerned acted completely in violation of the expressed wishes of
the Public Works Department as a whole. This was not in fact the case, llould
the Minister not agree that it was his personal intervention and his personal
gfubbornness in this matter which brought things to a head and it was at his
insistence and through his stubbormness that the wall was reconstructed, quite
unnecessarily.

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

s
Mr Speaker, flo Sir., No Engineer in the Public Works Department, €Ehi§rgkfiCial
in any other department, has the right of stating policy . They said there was
no technical difficulty but it would need approval, I did not accept the
idea that the people of Gibraltar should be deprived of this facility,
which they had had for yeard and years and years of sitding down on that
particular wall without a by your leave and this is the maln thing, Too
nany things hhppen like that here,

HON MISS C ANES:

Does the Minister recollect that for the past few years, that particular bar
with a different name, has been having tables and chairs on that particular
area making it impossible for people to sit on the wall?
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HON LT COL J L HOARE:

That, Mr Speaker, was what I saw in my crystal ball when I consulted it. That
next year there would be tables and chairs all over the pavement so that
people couldn't walk there.

JION MISS C ANES:
But this has been going on for yearslthere.

. HON P J ISOLA:

Does the Minister not agree that his statement about allowing people to sit on
the wall, and his statement of protecting the heritage of the people, of
Gibraltar earlier on in answer to a supplementary}ﬁhopelessLy inconsistent
with the statement made earlier on when he said that Government would have
given favourable consideration to the application, and does this not,

Mr Speaker, highlight the accusation nade on this side of the House that

it has been pure nministerial stubbornness and obstinacy which the people and
the users of the beach at Eastern Beach now have to put up with until the
Minister is no longer a Minister,

HOH LTCOL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, as usual words are being twisted., What I said was that if the
architect or the planners or the contractors had brought in revised plans
showing a snall opening in the wall, that would have been considered favourably
but not knocking down the whole of the wall,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member tell the House whether the parties concerned
are going to get a decision from the Development and Planning Commission in
respect of this particular issue,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I cannot answer for the Development and Planning Commission,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member not agree therefore, that an application made
in good faith, snd which had been with the Developuent and Planning Cormission
for quite some time, as I understand it, is now prejudiced as much as by the
Minister's action as by the action of the people who knocked down the wall in
the first place,

MR SPEAKER:

Well, that is a matter of opinion,
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IION M XIBERRAS:

Does the Member not agree that whatever happens and whatever is done, the
parties concerned are not likely to get a fair decision from the Government?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

That Sir, I think is conmpletely wrong, Governnent will give a fair_decision
as it does to every application, but it will not accept people taking the
law into their own hands,

HON M XIBERRAS:

If there were to be any litigation Mr Speaker, would the Hon Menber be himself
personally liable?

IR SPEAKER:

No, that is a hypothetical question because we do not know whether there is
goihg to be any litigation,

IION MISS C ANES:

May I ask a last question in this respect, Is it the Government, or the
Minister's intention to carry on obstructing the entrance to the ber by leav-
ing this wall for the rest of the time and for ever?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

So far as the Government and the Planning Commission are concerned the
entrance was never through there because it was never approved, The
entrance was from the beach,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, may I ask the Minister what the original wall was constructed of
and what the new one is constructed of, in view of the fact that it is part
of Gibraltar's heritage that has been altered, Has it been replaced exactly
as it was or do we now have a different sort of wall?

HON LT COL J L HQOARE:

Mr Speaker it does not need a great deal of intelligence to think that in

1976 we can get the same materials which was available when'the wall was bullt
in 1900,
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MR SPEAKER:
The angwer is ‘no!.

IION J BOSSANO:

Did the Hon and Gallant Member consider rebuilding the wcll with the debris
of the wall knocked doun? Ilas he looked at this possibility, in view of its
historicel value, as well as its sitting capacity?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mxr Speaker if the material had not been already dumped of course we would
have done so,

IR SPEAKER:
ext question,
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No,129 of 1976 ORAL
Ihe Hon Miss C Anes
Why is Government constructing a pavement on the right hand side of Engineer
® Lane and not the left hand side, when most of the shops and a children's nursey
are situated on the left side of Engineer Lane, thus maldng accessibility more
hazardous?
A Ahswer;
"_) &

The Ministexr for Public Works and lMunicipal Services

It is apparent that the Hon Questioner agrees that a pavement in Engineer Lane
to ensure the safety of pedestrians is a necessity,

Because of the existing slope of Engineer Lane and low houseentrance levels on
the western side it was found necessary to construct the footpath on the eastern
side of the road. It is not accepted that the construction of the footpath will
make access to the west side more hawardous, The proposed footpath is
considerably narrower than the width of & parked car or lorry and therefore
there will be a wider carriageway available for vehicles to use, Traffic using

- Engineer Lane will tend to drive closer to the new kerb of the footpath than

- they would if there was a parked vehicle there.

SUFPLEMENTARY TO NO,129 of 1976

HON MISS C ANES:

lMr Spealer, that answer does not satisfy me at all, On the first point I don't
really think that a pavement is necessary in Engineer Lane - it never has been
necessary. The minister will remember that I asked him yesterday when I phoned
him up on this question of the same pavement that funds have not been made
available and had not come to the House for approval, How did he arrive at the
conclusion that a pavement was necessary to be constructed in Engineer Lane?
0 And bearing in mind, Mr Speaker, that even now it is rather difficult for
pedestrians and motorists to go by that lane it is going to be much more
difficult for the police authorities to txy and control. o o o6

@

MR SPEAKER:

Ve are now getting away from the question., Please-ask a question.

HON MISS C ANES:

Well, Mr Speaker, I find that the result of the construction of this pavement

in Engineer Lane is going to create more problems to the police authorities
because what is going to be the result of a lorry or a heavyweight vehicle having
to unload merchandise for any of the shops and having to park in the middle of
the road and people trying to get from the right hand side to the left hand side?

O MR SPEAKER:
Well, let us leave it at that and have an answer to that.



HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, first of all it is clear to me that the Hon Lady has not walked
down Engineer Lane, She hasn!'t seen the old folks coming back from the market
‘in the morning dodfingin and out of cars with prams and children by the hand
and things like that. If ever therewas a need to have a pavenent anywhere in
Gibraltar it is in Engineer Lane. And let me say that the party then in power
in 1971 agreed that there should be a pavement there, As to funds not being
available, I told the Hon Lady yesterday that she was wrong and I will tell her
so again today publicly, This item of £8,000 is included in the total figure of
£40,000 for roads in the Improvement and Development Fund which no Hon Member
on the other side of the House gquestioned or asked questions about when they
approved it during Estimates tine,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Hr Speaker, on the question of safety, wouldn't the Minister agree that since
most of the shops are on the other side of the road, there is a tendency for
people to walk out of shops without looking at times, - Perpetuating traffic
going on that side is going to increase the risk, I agree that before whilst
the risk was there, the fact that the cars had to go so close and at times
dodging pedestrians made pedestrians extremely careful. Now that they may get
a bit more confident the cars will probably go a little faster and this will I
an sure cause a number of accidents on that road, I wonder if it is not now too
late whether the pavement can be changed from the right hand side of the road to
the left side,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I an sorry, Mr Speaker, there were.so many suggestlons there that I dopt't

- renember the question, The answer is that from the very beginning of this scheue
in 1971 the engineering technicalities required it to be built on the“ﬁ?%%%“side
of the road because the western side is lower and if you buidd the pavement there

it would mean having to step up from every house on the other side. Now, as to

question of the number of people using it, I accept that there are more shops

on the western side than on the eastern side but let me at the same time say that

there are more customers using the right hand side than there are on the left.

There is a bakers shop there which is constantly in use more than all the other

shops put together,

HON M XIBERRAS:
How far does the pavement stretch?

'HON LT COL J L HOARE:
Almost to Main Stieet,
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HON M XIBERRAS:

And there are more customers on the right side than on the left?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

In my opinion there are more customers using the few shops on the right hand side
than on the other because you have got & baker's shop which is in constant use

espe01a1ly by old people, and secondly, because there is a supermarket there
ihich is also in constoant use,

IION MISS C ANES:

There is only one existing pavement in Engineer Lane and it is situated precisely
in front of the bakery so it is not going to make any difference, There are nore

shops from the entrynce to Engineer Lane on the left hand side right down to

nore than half the street that there are from the bakery down to Main Street,

MR SPEAKER:

Order, Ve must not have a statement every time a question is asked,

HON P J ISOLA:

One umore specific question, What about the children going to the nursery? Does
not the interest of young children who are going to a nursery and coming out of

it merit specific consideration rather more than people going to the bakery

or other places? LJ it “ut Lopelplle 7 ct -t u“uPOL LPC LOTS obVJ> on the left
T, on the rind Uil wliveu y(l_l S is Gid tidig D osed? Is it .o iinister's
porsoiiol observaitions or the ey .rtuent, or the wtutistics 0ffice ox wiwt?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I an sorry Mr Speaker, there were so many questions, First of all there was the
question that there was a pavement alreadyin front of the bakerts shop. Is it
suggested that.....

MR SPEAKER:

No, let us not ask questions because otherwise we will never finish,

HON LT COL J L HOARE: [ L

So far as the nursery school is concerne I have yet to find a child of nursery
age in Gibraltar going to school b . Tt is taken I%Warents. At
least it will he in safety until gets opposite the entran then it is up

to thed to look left or right andybecause there are no parked cars
there she'will be able to do see if there is any traffic and then cross the road,
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MR SYEAKER:

We are not going to ask questions to try and convince people to change their
ninds, I think the mutter has been sufficiently ventilated,

HON M XIBERRAS:
May I ask one question, Mr Speaker?

MR SPEAKER:

If it is_a question, most certainly,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Can I ask the Minister whether he had any specific authority for the monies to
be involved in the project before he embarked on this project?

MR SPEAKER:
That question has already been answered,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

It is obvious that we will never be able to change the Minister'!s mind,

MR SPEAKER:

{irder, I have asked you not to speak across the House, That is one thing I
have never tolerated in this House and I am not going to do so at the last
ueeting, .

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, I apologise, It is obvious that we won't be able to change the
Minister!s mind, But on the pavement itself- and nere perhaps I should declare an
interest —~ has the Minister taken into account %he provision of parking bays
because there are a number of places where I think a lot of loading and unloading
has to be done at all hours of the day and it will create unless there are proper
and sufficient parking bays a greater traffic jam and perhaps even greater
hazzards than we have bhad up to. now, Are no provisions for that being nade?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, that is the first sensible question that has been asked by the llon
Members opposite,
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MR SPEAKER:
Well, let us have an answer,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Yes, there are lay-by's being provided for 5 lorries and one lay-by for
vans and when Engineer House is redeveloped there will be room for two more

official lay~by's, there will then be seven lay-by's for lorries and one for
vans,

HON MISS C ANES:

lr Speaker, will the Minister then say whether lorries unloading goods for

shops at the entrance of Cornwall's Parade into Engineer Lane w#ll have 1o come
down from that Bay down by Engineer House up to the top of the Hill to unload
thelr goods or will the lorry have to stop there in the niddle of the road at the
entrance to Engineer Lane?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

At the entrance to Engineer Lane I think would be more convenient for contrac-
tors to come up from Main Street,

HON MISS C ANES:
But they cannot come up from Main Rtreet, can they?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:
Oh yes, the individuals themselves can,

MR SPEAKER:

Order, we are not going to discuss the consequences of building a pavenent,

[ION MISS C ANES:

ilr Speaker, where do the residents of Engineer Lane park their cars? Do they
park them on top of the pavement on the right hand side? This is an important
yuestion because they are tax payers too,

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, that is another question altogether and I would suggest that there is
already adequate parking space in the evening, perhaps not in Engineer Lane, but
in the surrounding area like Cassmates Square, If it is a question of the safety
of a pedestrian constantly or the convenience of one individual not walking 30,
40 or 100 yards, then all the time the safety the' pedestrians comes first,
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IION MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, the Minister mentioned I think seven lay-by's for lorries and one for
vans, Then he said something about two official lay-by's by Engineer IHouse,
Could the Minister explain when Engineer House ampa is developed what will be

the position particularly in that area? Is the pavement running across that
area or will there be a lay~by?

HON LT COL J L IIOARE:

Mr Speakér, I think he is talking about a pavement in front of the entrance of
Engineer House, The two additional lay-by's which at present are being used

unofficially will be caused by the wall of Engineer House being set back.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

So in fact that area can be used as a lay-by until the wall goes backe

HON LT COL J L HOARE:
And then perhaps when the wall goes back we might be able to have more lay-by's,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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No.130 of 1976 " ORAL
The Hon W M Isola '

Is Govermment aware that some tenants of top storey flats in Macmillan House
have incurred expenditure to correct external dampness and does Governuent
rropese to reimburse this expenditure?

Angwexr:

The . Minister‘for Public Works and Mnnicinéi Services
HON LT COL J L HOARE: ]

Mr Speaker, as?hd;répresentations or claims on this matter has beeg received by
Governnent from the tenants, it is not aware of any tenant having 1ncurred.
expenditure.in this regard. Ve are aware that two of the 4 top flats require

" replaatering., This will be done when the external work currently being carried
~ " out -~ and I didn't move in the gang there especially when I got this question -

have been completed

SUPFLEMENTARY TO N0.130 of 1976

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, isn't it a fact snd the Minister will recall, that I made
representations to him in respect of a particular tenant there? And does he not
remenber a note which he sent to me saying that it was not a matter for which
Government was responsible? Doesn't the Minister remember?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I don't remember but I will take his word for it. As I say the facPthat no clain
has been made now means the Government is not aware of any expenditure having
been incurred.

- HON M XIBERRAS:

In fact what the Minister is saying is that in MacMillan House the top flats
have been affected in such a way which Government thinks should be corrected at
Governuent's expense, Is that what he is saying?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

I am saying that 2 of the 4 flats of the top flats, require replastering to make
then conpletely waterproof and this is something which is happening constantly.
And this will be done as soon as the other external works which are being done
at the moment are finished,
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HON M ZIBERRAS:

Is he saying that there is dampness in theother two flats and that there he does
not consider the Government has a liability?

HON LT COL J L HOARE:
So far as I an aware there is not a report at all about $he other two flats.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Will the Minister check because the tenant I nmentioned had to have a conplete
fake wall built and has incurred considerable expense, Would the Minister
further check or tell me that it is not a fact that there is a hole in the roof
of the house which affects all four flats and will he not agree that if that is
the cause of the dampness is up to Government to carry out the work and to
reinburse for the work already done by the tenmants.

HON LT COL J L HOARE:

Mr Speaker, first of all I will most certainly look into this again because the
information that I have got from my engineers and maintenance surveyors is that
only two of the four flats are gffected. I will now look at this again on the
assurence of/Hon Leader of the Opposition that the four flats are affected.

the
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No,131 of 1976 ORAL

The Ho. Bossano

Can Government state what was the surplus achieved by the working of the Post
Office Savings Bank in the year ended 31st March, 19767

T
cial and Development Secreta

The accounts for 1975/76 have been closed but have not been audited, Until they
are, one cannot say precisely what surplus was achieved on the operations of the
Poat Office Savings Bank for the year ended 31st March 1976, However, the
provisional surplus appears to be in round figures £165,000 but this figure
includes some £28,000 being the net adjustment in respect of investments,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.131 of 1976

ION J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Hon the Financial and Development Secretary now accept that
the statement that he made at Budget time to the effect that the revised figures
shown for 1975/76 were the result of the year's working was in fact misleading
and will he further say that the figure for the year 1976/77 will reflect the
surplus achieved in the year 1975/76 which he has just quoted?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Certainly, Mr Speaker, when we come to produce the revised estimates for 1976/7T
the figure will reflect the position bs shown by them in the audited accounts,
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No,l132 of 1976 ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Can Government explain why no provision is being made to purchase a2 new van for

the Post Office in view of the unsatisfactory condition of the wehicle at present
in use?

has been made in the Estimates for 1976/T7 to replace a Mail Van

Peorisdan
(Head 16 Sub-head 80), The van is on order and delivery is expected during the
nonth of July.
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No,133 of 6 ORAL
he Hon M Xiberras

Under what conditions are persons who marry entitled widowers under the Social
Insurance Scheme entitled to benefits themselves?

Answer:
Minister for Labour and Social Securi

In replying to this question I am assuming that what the Hon Questioner has in
nind is the case of a woman who marries a widower who is already receiving

an O1d Age Pension; otherwise the reply would have to be very lengthy,
conplicated and - at the end of it all - very largely unintelligible., Should nmy
reply, therefore, not meet his needs, perhaps he will, in supplementaries, be
more explicit on the sort of case he has in mind, and I will give him the
information either straight away, if I can, or privately later,

If a woman under the age of 60 married an old age pensioner who is a widowser

he is entitled to an increase in his pension, in respect of his wife if e is
residing with and being wholly maintained by him, She is considered as being
wholly maintained by him even if she is employed but earning not more than
£5,60 a week, On reaching the age of 60, the increase which he wy8 receiving
becomes her own old age pension, and on his death this is increased to the level
of the pension which he was receiving,

If, however, she is already 60 years of age when the marriage takes place, she

may be entitled to old age pension (again, assuming that he is already drawing

the pension) after they have been married for 3 years or, if he dies before 3 years
if she is left with a family which includes a child who was either a child of the
late husband's family at the time of his death, or is a child of theirs. She

could also be entitled if, immediately before the marriage, she was already
entitled to widow's benefit or old age pension, or to any pension or allowance
payable out of public funds which ceased by reason of her marriage or re-marriage.

Jith regard to other benefits such as maternity grant, widows benefit and death
grant, the normal conditions apply as for the normal run of cases,
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,133 of 1976 .
HON M XIBERRAS:
Mr Speaker, the word "entitled" in the question has been correctly interpreted
so I take it that the question was sorrectly framed as well, The answer is I
think clear, There is this period of three years_however and it is in respect
of this periocd of ™ years that I am talking about, Is the Minister saying then
that if there are no dependents, if the person is over 60 and if the widower
was obviously paid up in his insurance contributions and so forth, then there
is a period of three years within which it is possible for the second wife of
the widower not to be entitled to the benefits of her husband, it would not be
rassed on automatically, there is a limitation, Am I right in saying that?

HON A J CANEPA:
Yes Mr Speaker, that is the case,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Minister give consideration or if he is not prepared to give
consideration could he explain why not, to the entitlement being automatic
and there being no time qualification?

HON A . J CANEPA:

T do not know what is the reason why the entitlement is not automatic in the
sense that I have not been responsible for this particular aspect of the
Fabiewder Ordinance, In other words I think it is something which has been on
the statute book for the last 20 years ever since the Focial Insurance Scheme
started and I imagine that it is also part and parcel of the normal practice
under other Social Insurance Schemes, I would imagine that the reason for this
time gap which in this case is 3 years,but as far as I know it could be different
elsewhere, the reasong for this is,I imagine, that the social insurance people
need to be satisfied that the narriage has not been undertaken purely in order
to give automatic entitlement to this increase, that it is a bona fide marriage.
I inagine that that is the reason for the 3 years and no other, If what the Hon
Leader of the Opposition is asking me is, would I look into this at greater
length to see whether 3 years is the desgdable period or whether it could be
shortened then, of course, the answer is that I am prepared to condider this or
any other representations that he may have on the natter,

HON M XIBERRAS:

I am grateful for that when he does so would the Hon Member bear in mind first

of all the 3 years for the pension might be a desirable price to pay for any per-
son contracting such a marriage and that it seems to me that such people would
not therefore be dissudded from malpractice of this kind by the 3 years
qualification, And since, as I understand it, the time qualification does not
apply .n other cases, that persons are entitled as of right when they marry,

then would he consider its complete abolition particularly if that is the case

a8 I understand it is - I may be wrong -~ in the United Kingdom?
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HON A J UANEPA:

I will look into that particularly with reference to the United Kingdom,

In other cases where people become entitled to benefit immediately on marriage,
the Hon Leader of the Opposition should realise that that may well be the case
for short term benefits only, such as maternity grantg, unemployment benefit and
80 on but not for long term %enefitssuch as old age pension, I will certainly
investigate and find out what is the practice in the UK and even if it is the
same as in Gibraltar, if there is any sound reason why one should consider
anending it I certainly will look into this, This is a matber which interests ne
personally as much as it does him,

IION M XIBERRAS:

I an sure the Hon Member will agree that there are only a limited number of cases
which night be affected by this but in those cases where people are affected this
may it can be an element of concern,

HON A J CANEPA:

Yes,
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No.1l34 of 1976 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Can Government state what progress has been made with the recruitment of
gualified teachers from the U.K,?

Answers:

The Minister fqg_Education

Following the advertisement made in the UK educational journals on 21 May,
applicants for teaching posts have been short-listed for interview in London
on 28-30 June, The response to the details of the conditions of service given
to applicants has been sufficient to indicate a reasonable degree of success
in recruiting qualified teachers for vacant posts in September,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,134 of 1976

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Minister say how many vacant posts for qualified teachers he expects to
f£ill through this recruiting process?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir, we have 14 to fill, We had 200 initial replies and after that the
nunber of applications finally received was over 50,

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Minister say whether it is the policy of the Government to aim for
an all qualified teaching staff?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir, it is the policy of Government to aim for an all qualified teaching
staff and of course all the teachers who will be engaged now will all be qualified
teachers,

-~

HON L DEVINCENZI:
Mr Speaker, what was the reaction, if any, of the GTA to this recruitment?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, the department has taken the view that it is essential for the good of the
children that these places be filled and we are going to fill them come what may,



®

O

No,135 of 1976 ORAL
Ihe Hon J Bossano

Can Government state what further progress has been made to begin the
redevelopuent of Engineer House since the matter was last raised in January of
this year in Question No,36 of 19767 ‘

Answver;

Ihe Minister for Tourism, Trade and Econonic Developuent

In the light of Government's legal commitments to the previous purchasers and
after a complete examination of all factors involved, legal financial and
Planning, tenders will be invited for the development of Engineer House for
regidential and/or other purposes compatible with the zoning of this neighbour-
hood (eg offices). The density will be controlled to avoid an unacceptable
number of dwellings having regard to the lack of amenities and parking
difficulties in this thickly populated part of town, The conditions of sale

will also require the developers to set back the reteining well fronting Engineer
Lane in order to widen this road and to provide adequate parking for residents
within the property. Building will also be rewtricted to the level part of the
property leaving the sloping area at the rear as open space. The north east

prart of the property will be designated as a public amenity area with access from
Castle Ramp and with the eventual provision of a public footpath to link up
Castle Ramp with Engineer Lane.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.135 of 1976

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member say whether all the develomment in the site of
Eﬁgigeer House is going to be private or is the Government involved in any of
s

HON A W SERPATY:

Mr Speaker, if there aretakers for the site and the site is sold as we are
coumitted to offer it with the present owners, then apart from part of the site
which will be a recreational area for the public and is not going to be offered
or sold, the remainder under certain conditions will be for private develop-
nent, The Commituent we have with the present owmers of the site is. the

we must put it out to tender, S

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

But Mr Speaker, if I understood it rightly, we are going quite a long way back.
This controversy with the so-called present owners goes back even before we cane
into Govermment and isn't it a fact that just before we ceased to be in
governuent, steps were being taken to terminate the agreement with the owner?If
I remember rightly there wes a penalty that the owners were supposed to pay.
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HON ATTORNEY GENERALS

It is a dontractual obligation. It is an agreement entered into between two
independent parties that a party let us call him "the developer" will not enter

_.into an agreement whereby if he fails to comply with hsobligations, he is going

to lose everything. And so there is a provision that upon failure the land can
be put out to tender and the original developer is to be reimbursed with the
anount he has expended on the land., Therefore he has not thrown everyhing

aways

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, I can understand the point about reimbursement if a person has in
fact disbursed any money but umy question is, what is the nature of that.......

FR SPEAKER:

What the Opposition is not clear on is what are the present conditions under
which the developer is holding the site,

HCN ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

The Government has re-entered the site and now, in accordance with the terms of
the original agreement, is putting the site out to tender.

HON M XIBERRAS:

My question is, what is the general purpose and who was protected by this
particular condition?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

The original developer was protected to a certain extent but as I say this is
not a term peculiar to the Engineer House agreement, It is the common term in
virtually all governuent agreeuments,

HON M ZIBERRAS:

Porgive nmy pressing the point. I ¢y, understand that any disburseunents which the
developer has made in respect of thesite should be reimbursed if things go wrong
for some good reason, My question is, what is the general purpose of a clause
which binds the govermment to put out the site to tender after the present
tenderer has, in fact, gone by default?
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Because it is considered that by putting the property out to tender a more
realistic price will be obtained, Po a certain extent 1 am speaking from memory
‘but my recollection is that it is not gerely the disbursement which the
developer has expended which can be reimbursed. And the higher the price
obtained , as a result of the tender, the more the original developer gets back,
As I say this is not just for Engineer House, it is a common term in contracts
which has been going on certainly since I came to Gibraltar,

HON M XIBERRAS:

The Hon Member will forgive the Opposition!s great interest in this natter

- because the site is obviously a prime site and as the Hon Member knows there

" has been quite a lot of correspondence and dealing withthe present developers,
Will the Government be able to bid in such a tendex?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

No, but again I am speaking without having seen the agreement for some tine,
My recollection is that in certain circumstences - I am speaking purely fron
nenory, I may be wrong, if I am I apologise - in certain circumstances the
Governnent nay then re-enter the land itself but in those circunstances it has
to pay a very considerable sum to the original developer, a very considerable
sun, o . '

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member's recollection stretch as far as back as.
renenbering the date of the original Agreement? '

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

1 cannot tell him what the date of the original agreement was, The troubles of
Engineer House were upon us in 1972 when I arrived so it must have been well
before then, I cannot say exactly when,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Can any Hon Member on that side of the House remember whether i .
1967 or 1968. y W. er it was, say,; in

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I think I can remember that the reason for the non—-developnent when the pl s
had been approved and so on was the withdrawal of the Spnaish Labour force™
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Yes, Mr Speaker, but may I ask the Hon Member who seems to know something about
it as to when, in his recollection, this agreement was originally signed between
the developer and the Government? VWould the Hon Member know whether it was in
his time as Chief Minister or not?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It ispossibly more complicated, if I remember rightly, The problen is that this
was one of an attempt at a straight forward sale of the property direct fronm the
Ministry of Defenceto a dweloper and in order to be able to exercise conditions
the Government paid the Ministry of Defence the money that had been obtained

for that in order to be able to impose conditions on the developer,

IION M XIBERRAS:

And the condition in fact that the Government of the day chose to impose after
this elaborate procedire was in fact that if the successful tenderer failed then

this prime site would have to go out to tender ggain, Am I right in saying
that? %

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

That is what the Attorney-General has said and that is my recollection of what
the agreement was. '

HON M XIBERRAS:

And therefore present tenderers or the present holders of the site or any
company which is akin or connected with the present tenderer of the site could
in fact bid for the site once again, But the Government of Gibraltar could not,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I don't think the present developers can, The original purchasers I am sure
cannot claim to bid when in fact they have failed to carry out the development.

HON M XIBERRAS-

By the or1g1na1 purchasers I said or any other company which might or might not
be c.nnected with the developer,

ION MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Can the Hon Attorney-General explain why this agreement cannot be termlnated if
the original owners cannot bid,



HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
It has been terminated,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Therefore isn't it possible now for the Government, if it so wished to retain
the land for their own use?

HION ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

Mo, because thereis a clause in the agreement that notwithstanding the ternina-
tion the original developers have certain rights, They are not cut off
entirely.,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
A right to what? The Hon Attorney-General may care to explain,

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Rights to what money is realised from the re-sale of the site,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Does t::e Hon the Attorney-General then mean that an individual who buys land
here, who keeps it for speculation, is going to be aided and abettedby the
Governnent precisely to do that? Surely isn't it the time when this is possible
to terminate that contract and make the best possible use of that land, Is it
not scandalous to do otherwise?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It would seem quite clear that no Government would ever enter into any contract
of developuent, however useful they may have been at the time, with the greatest
respect to the Attorney-General, one could not envisagd entering into any
contract for any other side on terms which had proved to be so unsatisfactory,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Member who often complains in this House about our
adninistration having to buy Varyl Begg Estate, now telling us that in the course
of his administration he was party to an agreement which allowed a developer

to buy a very substantial and very worthwhile plot of land which is scarce in
Gibraltar, not to develop it over a period of time and then to gain from the
sale of this particular plot of land to another party, whereas the Governnment of
Gibralter cannot itself compete for this plot of land which is so necessary for
the people of Gibraltar? Is that what the Hon Member is saying? If he is not
saying that then he can stand up and say otherwise, Is this what the Hon Member
is saying?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I am trying to think something $0e...

HON M XIBERRAS:
Oh, we shall allow the Hon Member time to think,

- HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Thank you very much, You are very generous,

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, quite frankly I don't think we can get any further at this stage
unless the terms can be referred to again, I would be wasting the time of this
House: if I were to try and advance views on something seen a considerable tine
ago., I am quite prepared to inform the Hon Leader of the Opposition what the
terns were but at the moment any further discussion is, in my submission,
purely speculative,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The main thing that I think bedevilled the wiole transaction was that there was
first of all the outright sale on certain conditions by the War Departuent to
the developer and it was the Government that bought the site to be able to
enforce conditions on the building of it, That is what bedevilled the whcle
thing,

HON M XIBERRAS:
There were other things that were bedevilled at the same tlme. It was -lucky they
were changed when my Hon Friend was Chief Minister,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, no, this was in 1967, Mr Speaker,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Yes, Mr Speaker, I am talking about 1969, But nonetheless since the Hon and
Learned Member opposite, the Chief Minister, was involved in this I would have
thought that in respect of this important piecé of land that he would have a
clearer recollection than he has now, Mr Speaker, does the Hon and Learned the
Chief Minister recall what I had to say in respect of Gardiner's Road about
speculation of land?



MR SPEAKER:

No, no, I am not having that, Order, I will not have statements made at
question time under any circumstances, :

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon Member, in considering this matter and in clearing up his
recollection of it, bear in mind that this is an issue which albeit is a very
important one because of the size of the land involved onthis occasion, has also
been present in the life of Hon Members on this side of the House and would he
also not agree that if this is the case such types of contract cannot be in the
best interests of the people of Gibraltar. And any Governuente.eeecseces

MR SPEAKER:

Order, order. I would like Hon Members to refer to Hansard later on to see the
anount of statements that are made at question time, Ve mustn't do it,.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, it has obviously been proved that that was a very unsatisfactory
contract for whatever reason and for whatever conditions under which the
Gibraltar Government had to take it over from the old War Department. Of that
there is no doubt and nobody in his senses would agree to anything like that
again, from that side or from this side or from any side,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, yes, I am glad the Hon Member is aware that this is the case and that
is why I referred to my Hon and Gallant Friend's action in 1969 in respect of
anothereecsses

MR SPEAKER:

No, Order, We will now exclusively'sfart asking supplenentary questions and
nothing else, _ :

IION M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member when he has had a chance to reconsider his
action of 1967/78 in this natter, consider taking quite extraordinary steps in

the interest of the people of Gibraltar so that the Governuent of Glbraltar can
retain this land? &

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

That would also be a matter for the implications of it on legal advice, but I
would certainly be in favour,
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HON L DEVINCENZI:

Is the Government in a position to reveal the price that the developer, or

. would-be developer, paid for this land?

IION A W SERFATY:

£52,060,

ION M XIBERRAS:

Can the Government tell us what is the difference between the purchase price
paid by the developer and whatever price is obtained when it is put back to
tender?

MR SPEAKER:
No, until such tine as the land has been sold this is a hypothetical gquestion.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can we have from the Government their valuation of the site which
is nota hypothetical figure?

R SPRAKER:
If they have one,

IION M XIBERRAS:

Perhaps my old friend Mr Bossano might be given this at some stage and Hon
Menbers on this side might share the information which he is trying to €licit,
Can I ask the Hon Members opposite whether Engineer House site has in fact been
put out to tender yet?

IION A W SERFATY:
It has not yet been put out to tender,

HON M XIBERRAS:

In view of what the Chief Minister has said and in view of what Hon Members on
that side have said and in view that the lifetime of this Government has not got
much longer to run, would Hon Members on the other side give a categorical
assurance that the land will not be put out to tender in the lifetime of the
Present Government and not until a new Governnent is elected?
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OON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Development and Planning Commission have been working out the best
development in order to be able to put as much of it for the use of Gibraltar
as possible and the rest presumably within the terms of the contractual
obligations will be put out to tender but having regard to the years that this
natter has been going on and having regard to the prime value of the site and
the concern of all in Gibraltar, I am happy to give an undertaking to say that
that will not be sold before a new Government is elected, There is a lot of
work to be done for whatever administration comes in to have it ready as fron
the planning aspect. In view of the time between now and the elections I do
not think that it would be proper to put it out to tender and to conclude the
deed at all having regard to the fact that it is a piece of the hearti of
Gibraltar,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Since the Hon and Learned Member offered our party a seat in the Developuent
and Planning Coumission at one particular pdan which we found unable to accept
at that time but considering that there is an election pending and considering
that work on this site has already began, would the Hon and Learned Member
apart from his commitment not to put the site to tender also be able to see his
way to allow the Opposition as a whole to see plans for this developument?

HON A W SERFATY:

If and when the site is sold the purchaser surely will want to submit his own
ideas of how he is going to develop the site. One thing I would like to say,
that now we are being much more strict on the question of densities than was the
case in the time of the previous administration who apparently were very eager
to get the work off the ground,

HON M XIBERRAS:

I an very glad about that, Mr Speaker, but I am not talking about density, I am
talking about ownership, Now, would the Hon Member since the Hon Chief Minister
has sgid that considerable work has taken place in the Developuent Hnd Planning
Commission, would some Hon Member opposite be able to make available to the
Opposition such work as has been done in the planning for this site, whether it is
by Government developments or for the purpose of the people of Gibraltar, but
what general ideas does the Governnent have in store for this site?

IION CHIEF MINISTER:

I an afraid that that is a conmpletely different question., Having decided that we
are not going to put up for tender the site and that we are not going to sell it
then the work of the Government must carry on in the planning section and let

the new administration have a look at it and carry on with the work that has
been decided,

~
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HON M XIBERRAS:

. Would the Hon Member not agree that in the interests of continuity which the

Ion Member has expressed quite often, in view of the importance of this
particular site and in view of his offer to Hon Members on this side fto be
represented in the Developuent and Planning Commission, that he should out of
pure consistency be able to offer at lesast Hon Members on this side of the Ilouse
and very likely I would argue people of Gibraltar as a whole, an indication

of what the Governmument intends to do with the site?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The conditions I am sure can be put at the disposal by the Minister to any
interested Member opposite of how the planning is proceeding and the ideas
of how it is goin_ to be developed, It is a bit late in the day now to seek
support for a request on an offer made four years ago which was so lightly
rejected,

HON M XIBERRAS:
Mr Speeker, would the Hon Member say what stage the planning has reached in this?

IION A W SERPATY:

ilell, we have studied the different possibilities and we have preliminary
sketches of the kind of thing we could do there,

HON M XTIBERRAS:

iould the Hon Member make them available to Hon Members of the Opposition? I
hear he is going to have an exhibition of plans in the near future and I an
sure that this is an important part of it,

ON A W SERFATY:

The different ideas that have come up in connection with the Engineer House are
not going to form part of the exhibition, There are very different ideas and all
have its pros pnd cons, financial and otherwise and it is unfair to put those
schemes in the exhibition,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon Member not agree that in view of the fact that it is not going

to form part of the exhibition which we all look forward to see what he has not
done in the four years he has been there, would the Hon Member not consider it a
natter of public duty in the interest of consultation with the community at large,
wo make his general idea shout this important site available to lonourable

HMenbers on this side to the comnunity at large?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Hon the Leader of the Opposition is now trying to chamge from what was a
request to a duty which I cannct accept because the responsibility of the
Governnent: is the responsibility of the Government until its last day in
office and I-can therefore accept no duty in respect of that. But I have
said before that any interested member who wishes to show an interest, I am sure
the Minister will show him the ideas that have been mooted.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon and Learned Member then take it that I for one and my colleagues
have expressed an interest.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I am not limiting the numbers,

MR SPEAKER:
Mr Bossano, you wanted to ask something?

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I wanted to ask whether the Govermment is free to impose any
conditions or restrictions on the use of the site when it goes out to tender
or whether there is a limitation on what it can do by virtue of the previous
agreement?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

I wouldn't like to answer that quéstion off the cuff, I an not trying to be
unhelpful but I would have to look at the agreement, There is certainly sone
restrictions but I couldntt say what they were at this stage,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, if you wopld allow me, could I then ask the Governnment to consider
looking within the linits of what is possible at conditions that can be
attached which might incidentally affect the price but which might produce a
better result from Gibraltar than might otherwise be the case,

IION CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes,
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No,;26 of 19_76 ORAL
The Hon J Bossano

Will Government consider transferring the ambulance at present used by the Medical

Service to the St John Ambulance Brigade when it is due to be replaced by the new
one now on order?

Ansver:
The Minister for Medjcal and Health Services

It is hoped that the two present ambulances will be cannibalised into one when

the two new ones are put into service, The point is taken and we shall certainly
consider the matter,
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No of 1976 ORAL

e Ho i S

. Does the Minister of Medical Services still stgnd by the statement made by hin

in the House at its last meeting to the effect that there had been no pressure
fron Government practitioners to have fees at the Royal Naval Hospital
increased?

Answer:

" The Minister for Medical and Health Services

I can categorically say that this is so and in any case I would never be a
party to it, As explained at the last meeting the increases that have taken
Place in all the 26 Services Hospitals is solely due to a policy deceision
taken by the MOD,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO,137 OF 1976

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon Member not agree, as I think he has stated, that if there were any
indications that this were the case, then it would be up to the Government and
to this House to show its extreme disapproval of such an action,

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:
That is a matter of opinion,

HON M XIBERRAS:
Does the Hon Member therefore stand by the statement that he made in the House

at the last meeting?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:
What statement?

HON i .. IBERRAS:

The statement which he made in respect of practitioners in Gibraltar using their
influence and their voiceto have fees increesed at the Royal Naval Hospital?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:
I will repeat again what I have said only a few moement a:o.
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MR SPEAKER:

You must not be put in a gosition where you have got to repeat your asserti?ns.
You have made an assertion and you have said. that you stand by it irrespective
of what hasbeen said, It is not a question of cross exanining a person as to

. whether he stands by his statement,

HON M XIBERRAS:

I was not intending to do that, Mr Speaker, I just wanted to make clear what tbis
statenent was in the first place and how much of it he stands by..Mr Speager, is
the Hon Member aware of a report subnitted by an Expenditure Committee which
visited Gibraltar and held interviews in Gibraltar in December, 1972,

HON A P MONTEGRIFFOQ:
{ an not aware of that report.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Do I take it that he has not seen the report of the proceedings. The word for
word report of the proceedings,

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:
No, Sir,

HON M XIBERRAS:
Would the Hon Member like me to acquaint him with the contents of this report?

MR SPEAKER:
No, it is not relevant,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Is the Hon Member aware that in this report it is said on behalf of MOD that
there was such pressure from local practitioners?

"HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

Not that I am aware of, I have not seen the report and I an sure that the local
practitioners must have a lot of power to persuade the MOD to increase the
charges to the Service hospitals throughout the woid,

-
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, did the Minister not say that he would find it quite objectioga?le
that this should happen and did he not say that medicine should be competitive?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:
Either way,

IION M XIBERRAS:

Yes, Mr Speaker, but is the Hon Member not aware that there are representations
nade by local practitioners which are recorded in this document to theeffect

that it was the view of local practitioners - and I am not excluding governuent
practitioners?

MR SPEAKER:

No, the Minister is not answerable for what local practitioners want, and that
is where we are going wrong,

HON M XIDERRAS:

Mr Speaker, if the Minister is not answerable why did he make a statenent on
behalf of them at the last meeting?

MR SPEAKER:
No, he did not make any such statement.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, I think that any reference to Hansard would correct that impression,
He was in fact referring to local practitioners and he said quite clearly that
he would find it objectionable, Now, since I have made reference to a documeni,
would the Hon Member not agree that if such representations had been made as
take it +that they have been made having read this document, that some sort of
action should be taken by him because it is not in the interest of the community
that it should be so?

Hsppaxmr:

No, the only assurance that the Minister has given, dith due respect to you,
whatever else local practitioners have said, is that the increase by the MOD
to charges for the Naval Hospital werenot instigated, as far as he knows

by any demand made by local practitioners.
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, what I am telling the Minister is that there is an official.dgcument
which says that there was instigation and I am asking him what he, as Minister
for Medical and Health Services, is going to do about it.

MR SPBAKER:
He hasn't got to answer that question,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Of course he does not have to answer Mr Speaker and we shall n‘ladly debate the
point,

MR SPEAKER:
I an ruling you out of order,

HON M XIBERRAS:

All I an asking the Minister in respectof this is, is he aware of this and he
said *no', I am taking that such a document exists and since such a docuument
exists and since this was raised in a motion to which the Hon Member replied, I
an asking what he is going to do about it,

gﬁit is oﬁt of order because it is not relevant to the question,

HOT 1T YIBERRAS:
.¢cil, can I ask Min vhether he st.ads by his statenent®

MR SPEAKLR:
He has said so about four tines,

ION M XIBERRAS: :
Yes, but before I told him about the document, Mr Speaker,

MR SPEAKER:
Do you stand by your statement, Mr Montegriffo?

_HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

Before and after, I object as much to anybody influencing what fees should be
charged at the Naval Hospital as I am to local private practitioners who are
creating all the problems as to how much I should charge at the Health Centre.



&)

2

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon Member in view of the fact that Government practitioners are not

excluded from these comments in the report and the Government of Gibraltar employ

these practitioners, would the Hon Member investigate the matter to see whether
he can stand by his statement for a bit longer?

MR SPREAKER:
No, I am ruling you out of order, The Minister will not answer that question.

HON M XIBERRAS:
Why not?

MR SPEAKER:

Because I have told him it is irrelevant to the original question, We are back
to the position where I first called you to order five minutes ago,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Well, Mr Speaker, let me try it just once again, The Minister will recall
does he not, that he made a statement in respect of an allegation made by the

Hon Mr Bossano that local practitioners had at one time or another raised their
voices in order to increase the feeS....ecee.

MR SPEAKER:
No, that is not thd issue,

Hou ol XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member, or perhaps Mr Speaker might recollect
what the subject matter of the statement was?

MR SPEAKER:

The Hon Leader of the Opposition seems to forget what the original question is,
The original question is:"Does the Minister of Medical Services still stand by
the statenent made by him in the House at its last meeting to the effect that

.there had been no pressure fron Government practitioners to have fees at the

Royal Naval Hospital increased." The Minister has replied that he still stands by
his statenent,
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Most questions in this House, Mr Speaker, would be answered by a siuple "yeS"
or "no" in that matter.

MR SPEAKER:

No, no, I think you are being completely and utterly unfair and I let Hon Meubers (
be a judge of that, If Members answered questions by "yes" or "no", we would
save themselves a tremendous amount of time producing Hansards,

HON M XIBERRAS:

And the people of Gibraltar would not get to know half the things that happen,
But I am asking the Minister, Mr Speaker, whether he is awyre of this report I
am talking about in which i% is said that practitioners.......

MR SPEAKER:
He has already told you that he is not,

HON M XIBERRAS:

I an asking him and I an stating that this is in fact the case and that I read
the report.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
How can you ask the Minister about something He does not know?

HON M XIBERRAS:

I an telling hin that this is the case and I am asking what will he do about it,
Would he at least read the report and meke a statement?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

If he sends it to me as guickly as he was going to send me the names of tye
three cases he mentioned where he alleged we had made mistakes in the hospital
I can have the two things at the same tine,

HON M XIBERRAS:

I am very grateful to the Hon Member. I have just received today the information
which he gave me in respect of the appeal procedure for the second opinion. I
received that today. I am very grateful to the Hon Member and I shall make good ny
omission within 24 hours, Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member say whether he is
prepared on reading this document to make a statement on it?

MR SPEAKER:
Np., It is completely and utterly out of order., I have told you 5 times and we are
not going to do it because it is out of order,
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No.138 of 1976 ORAL
he Hon J Bossano

Can Government state what reply has been reccived from the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office regarding the position of
Gibraltarians in the context of the proposed redefinition of
& British Citizen under UK legislation?

Answers

The Chief Minister

Sir, as will be seen from the Report of the Constitution
Committee which was published yesterday, the question of
citizenship was taken up with the British Government in that
context. The British Government'!s reply, contained in a
Memorandum on the Report, also published yesterday, is as
follows:-

"CITIZENSHIP

The Committee proposes that Gibraltarians should enjoy
full UK citizenship and refers to concern that the

current British Nationality Review might result in the
exclusion of Gibraltarians from UK citizenship (Part II,2).
‘The British Government are well aware of the concern of.
Gibraltarians as a whole about the possible effects of the
current review of nationality and in particular the fear
that the Gibraltarians'! position might suffer if UK
citizenship were redefined. No decisions pave been taken
on the shape of any future nationality law; and the
British Government gives an assurance that the Government
of Gibraltar will be consulted before publication of any
proposals on this subject to enable them to make
representations should they wish, The British Government
also confirm whatever the outcome of the Nationality Review
no Gibraltarian would, as a result of it, be any worse

off than he is now when seeking to enter the United

Kingdom,"
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I accept that it is difficult for us to be any worse off, that
nuch the Government can be sure of, Is the Hon and Jearned the Chief Minister
satisfied that the reply he has received is a sufficient safeguard as regards
the nationality of the people of Gibraltar?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The point made is that we have pressed the particular part of the Constitution
Committee report, the one in which the request was made which reads: The Comni-
ttee reiterated representations made in 1970 and referred to above and asked
that consideration be given to. the special position of the people of Gibraltar
that they be regarded as persons who neither have nor wish to have any other
citizenship and that they be designated United Kingdom citizens under any new
law that might be enacted", That again is the context of the question of the
Hon Member, Now, what we have obtained is an assurance about consultations

on any proposals before they are published, a point which I had previously
raised in a letter to His Excellency the Governor last year as I indicated in
answer to question No,51 of 1975 and to that extent that assurance is welconed
I have fought for it as far back as that time. So also is the assurance that
no Gibraltarian would be any worse off for what that may be worth, according

to how one looks at it, but I think the main thing is that the matter is very
much in an embryo state and it is no secret for anybody who follows the United
Kingdom press that the whole matter was raised by a Minister who is no longer a
Minister and who had it very much as part of his concern -~ I am referring to
My Lyon, now the Minister at the Home Office. He, not having been re-appointed
after the change of Government last time, the impression I gathered was that
the whole matter is still very much in the melting pot and very little is known
of what is going to happen,

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, Mr Speaker, whilst accepting that the nmatter as far as what may happen to
normal UK citizens may be in ahyance , would the Hon and Learned the Chief
Minister not agree that in view of the dismal record that we have of the process
of consultation, a guarantee of prior consultation is not a guarantee of any
safeguard? Would he not agree that there is no link between consultation and
safeguard?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Of course, I entirely agree, The only point is that one could hardly, apart fron
any pressure that we can bring to bear, you can hardly expect any undertaking
on any nmatter which has not still been decided., I an satisfied in my own uind
that the matter s we have raised it fron time to time since the 1970 visit to
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, has been the subject of considerable ..
reference to the Home Office., And my indication is that they lmow very little
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of what is going to' happen, We cannot expect an assurance of something before
they know what they are going to do themselves, On one thing we have insisted
and that is that our citizenship should not be lost.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Spesker, would the Hon and Learned Chief Minister not agree that instead of
being given an assurance, that we will be no worse cff then we already are,

we should have obtained an assurance that we would be no worse off than any
other British Subject born in the United Kingdom? Does he not think that that
is what we need, :

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Sonetimes there is a difference between what one seeks and what one obtains,
And this is a fact of life that we were given this assurance in the light of
the joint representations and in the light of the very long - history that this
natter has had which was pressed at the talks., Let me say quite clearly I an
only giving the House the reply that was given to us, I am not in any way
speaking for the British Government, not is it my business to speak for the
British Government, The British Government can speak for itself in many ways
but certainly not through e,

ION M XIBERRAS:

W ould the Hon Member nale clear +to the Hon Questioner that in his statement
of reply to the Hon questioner he is certainly not speaking in respect of my
own part in the visit which hasg just taken place in regard to this subject,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I was talking about what I said. I wouldn't drean to bring the Hon Member's
share of consultation into this one., I do not want to be in competitbn, If he
wants to say what it is he can gay it elsewhere, I am answering a question which
was certainly not provoked by me,

HON M XIBERRAS:

I just thought I heard t.e Hon Menmber use the word "we" in regard of our
attitude in the visit that has just taken place,

MR SPEAKER:

You are being asked to define the royal "WB".'
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: -
I an sorry, I was saying What we had in the Constitution Report,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, in any case the Hon Member I think has made clear in his statenent
on which I have not been consulted of course nor on any of the supplenentary
answers, he is not in fact speaking on my behalf,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The last thing I want is to speak on behalf of the Leader of the Opposition.
If in addition to all he talks I were to talk on his behalf we would be here till
nidnight,

IION MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Wouldn't the Chief Minister agree that although perhaps very little is known
exactly of how immigration is going to be tightened up., it looks very much
by the articles in the press and by statements made by Ministers and public
opinion generally in England, that they will be tightening immigration rather
than widening, Wouldn't that be the case?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

That seens to be the tendency but I would say my impression -- and I speak foxr
‘nyself end for myself only - ny impression is that that has suffered a setback
by the change in the man at the Home Office, by the removal of Mr Lyon, This is
the impression that I gathered from the Minister not from Mr Peliza who lives
in London but from the Minister who lives in London,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I don't know who made that statement in England but Mr Lyon has been out of that
office long before the new flare up on the question of immigration, Mr Lyon had
nothing to do with it, He was out before that happened,

HON CHIBF MINISTER:
Not at all, Mr Lyon was out when the new Prime Minister was appointed.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Exactly, And the whole flare up about immigration has started after that, Would it
not be a case since obviously they are going to tighten immigration whatever the

Chief Minister may think, Anyone who reads the press will come to that conclusion
including the immigrants themselves, Isn't it the case therefore that now that we
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have just heard from the British Government there is no question of any change
in the immigration legislation in England, at the moment anyway, which will
include the Gibraltarians as of right, not as a concession but as of right,
and couldn't we do something about it now?

MR SPEAKER:
Vhat is the question you are asking?

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

What I am asking Mr Speaker is, isn't it time now to really take action of
sone description to ensure that we are not too late before legislation is

introduced which will again exclude the Gibraltarians from the United Kingdon
as in fact is the case now, legally?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I don't know, After Thursday and Friday and having got the reply on Sunday, I can
hardly think that much time has been lost since we have received the last reply.
What we do after that, either from this side or that side or the representatives
do,.1is another matter but I think we are hot from the talks and we have received
a considered rephy with which I have dealt,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

But does the Chief Minister mean to say that the reply that he has got fron that
nenorandun or communique, whatever it may be called, that he received I believe
at the air terminal in England, doesn't it state clearly. .....

MR SPEAKER:

No, we are not going to discuss that now., You have asked a question to the Chief
Minister as to whether he feels that one should do something about this before it
is too late, The Chief Minister has replied that from the action that he has taken
in the last 3 or 4 days , he thinks it should be obvious that he is trying to do
as much as possible, That is the position,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Vhat I understood Mr Speaker, was that this was not the last reply and therefore
as it was not the last reply we would take some time thinking about it and this
looks to me to be the final word from the British Govermment at this stage and

the only thing that they will do fron what I see in that commwmiqgue is that
they are prepared t0eeces
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- MRSPEAKER: )
Order, We are getting completely and utterly out of hand,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, will the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister confirm that the only
reference to the position of Gibraltarians that has been made in the reply

he has received refers to the immigration aspect, i,e. that the Gibraltarians
will not be any worse off as regards entering into the United Kingdon and not,
in fact, any reference to the question of nationality which is part of the
original question?

HON CHIEF MINISTER: ,

This is the practical obvious interpretation of the reply. As far as I am
concerned what I want to stress is that it was not a final reply because they
said the matter would be considered and we would be consulted, So I do not take
it as a final reply, I take it as an interin reply insofar as they could tell us
what was the position at that time, "No decisions have been taken on the shape
of any future nationality law and the British Governnent gives an assurance

that the Governnent of Gibraltar will be consulted before publication of any
proposals on this subject to enable them to make representations should they
wish", Not even a consultative paper which was supposed to have been published
long ago has been published, and the assurance given in anticipation of any
consultative paper that night be published ~ they didn't even say that they were
going to publish one - we would be consulted on the matter, That is why I say
that if the position was static you might have got a complete 'no'., or a conplete
'yves! or a 'yes but', But as it happens that the matter is now in the uelting
pot they could only give us the assurance that we would be consulted before any
matter was made public,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, perhaps the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister will be kind enough

to confirm that the theoretical constitutional position is that at present under

the 1948 British Nationality Act, there is no distinction between a Gibraltar

born British citizen and a UK born British citizen and that what may happen is
that a distinction may be drawn, '

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I an nmore than delighted to hear the Hon Questioner because that was the point
that I made with regard to the present citizenship position which I regard to be
as enunciated in that supplementary, That is what I said, The immigration is a
different matter but I said that as far as I was concerned I was a British
Subject, citizen of the United Kingdonm and Colonies the same as any British
Subject in the United Kingdom. I am glad to say that I made that point and I
said that I was looking at it perhaps more as a lauyer than anything else but I
said that and I made that point clear. My view has always been that the citizen-
ship in law under the British Nationality Act, 1948, is exactly the sane,
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Perhaps the Chief Minister would explain to the Hon Questioner why it was felt
in the Constitution Comnmittee to petition the Government on UK mitizenship.

MR SPEAKER:
E an trying &s kindly as possible {0 call you to oxrder,

HON 1M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon Chief Minister inform the Hon Questionet that that is certainly
not myview nor is it the view in my interpretation, of the Constitution ’
Committee,

MR SPEAKER:

No. There is no reason why the Chief Minister should inform some other person
of what their views are on a particular subject.

IION M XIBERRAS:
Perhaps Hon Members may take note that that does not represent my view.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

t
Ion Members will recall how much 1 objecte67 the word "real" United Kingdom
citizenship,

MR SPEAKER:

Hext question,
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No £ 1976 ORAL
The Fon J Bossano

Can Government explain why it was found necessary for so many Government
Ministers to visit in hospital the Spanish climber who was injured recently?

Answer:
T ef ister

Sir, I visited Sefior Tudela as a gesture of courtesy to a well-known climber
who had been through a dangerous experience in Gibraltar and had suffered

injury, I naturally arranged the visit through the Minister for the Department
who then accompanied me,

The Minister for Tourism®s visit was 2. quite separate and independent matter
and was due to his special interest in the climb, the arrangement for which had
been dade through his department,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.139 of 1976

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, in view of the narrow majority of the Government will the Hon and
Learned the Chief Minister confirm that the patient in hospital was not
s@ffering from anything contagious?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The majority of the Government according to the Constitution cannot be bigger

and I was told by the Minister that until Thursday of last week theirs was
snallexr than ours,



No,140 of 6 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Does Government still persist on their policy whereby industrial workers are
deprived of the right to stand for election to the House of Assembly whilst
continuing in Government employment?

Answer:

Sir, it continues to be our view that the holding of a public office in the

Government of Gibraltar, industrial or non-industrial, is incompatible with

uenbership of this House, It should be appreciated, however, that we intend
to make arrangements, on the following lines, to facilitate the candidature

of any industrial employee who may wish to stand for election:

(1) the candidate will be granted unpaid leave from the date of nomination;

(2) should the candidate not be elected, he will be reinstated in his previous
capacity. The period of the break between the date of nomination and the
date of reinstatement will not count for superannuation or annual increuent
purposes, where relevant;

(3) should the candidate be elected, he will be entitled to reinstatement in

his previous enploynent, although not necessarily to the post previously
held, if -

(2) he ceases to be a member of the House of Assenbly after an absence
not exceeding four years;

(b)fhe had not less than ten years service before election;

(e) ne applies for reinstatenent within three months of ceasing
t0o be a nenber,

Reinstatement when (a) and (b) are not satisfied will be sympathetically
considered on its merits, On re-employuent, the period spent as a nember
will not count for annual increment or superannuation purposes but will
not be regarded as a break in service for the latter,

Industrial workers are therefore not being deprived of the right to stand for
election but simply of the opportunity both to be a member of the House and at
the same time retain their employment with the Government, As I have said,
however, the arrangements we intend to make will provide what, in the circunstan-
ces, seem to me to be adequate facilities. I might add that I shall be making

a statenent at a later stage in the proceedings, on the subject of menbers!
allowances, which will be of some relevance to this matter,
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is the Hon and Learnsd Chief Minister now saying contrary to the
indications he gave at the previous meeting of the House when I had an amendment
which referred to allowing industrial workers to continue to hold their
enploynent whilst standing for election, is he now saying that in fact it is a
decision that has been taken by. the-Govermment of Gibraltar and that therefore
the question of the views of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office on the matter
do not enter into it?

IION CHIEF MINISTER:

They do not enter into it because we have not renmoved the ohjection with which

I know the Hon Member does not agree but I hope that at least he respects the
reason for our not being able to accept. But in order to make this arrangenent
no necessity to consult the FCO is required because it does not break the rule
of master and servant at the same time, That was the reason why on reconsidera-
tion and since we could not move from that decision after taking into account
what the Hon Menber had said last tine, these are administrative arrangenents
which do not go against any of the objections raised by the Foreign Office in the
general principles about membership and enployment and therefore these are
arrangements that can be made and will be implemented for the next election,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I an afraid the Hon and Leained Chief Minister has nisunderstood ny
question, I distinctly recall, Mr Speaker, and perhaps the Hon and Learned Member
will confirm whether ny recollection is accurate or not, that when I raised the
natter previously the Government after a great dsal of debates was finally
forced to admit that it was their policy as reg.rds non-industrialworkers but
that in the case of induvstrial workers thay had no fixed idea one way or the
other and that therefore they would give further consideration to uy proposal,
and I withdrew the amenduent, Is it the case that the Government has further
considered the position and definitely come down on one side, that is, against
the proposal to allow industrial workarz and that therefore it is not a question
of the Foreign Offico now, it is entirely the responsibility of the Governument?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

That is exactly how I started my snswer, I said: "It continues to be our view
that the holding of a public office in the Government of Gibraltar, industrial
or non-industrial, is incompatible wita membership of this House", It does
continue to be our view. I undertook to look into the matter again because the
Hon Member had made a plea that that should be considered and I did consider it
seriously and we came back to the same view that it was inconpatible with our
way of looking at matters, After deciding that, I went on to decide short of
that arrangements that would be as least harmful to those who wanted to stand
for election,
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HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister what is the Government policy
as regards - if there is still a House of Asseubly of course to have neu?ers
elected to th two or three months time, one doesn't know with events noving so
fast now - but if there is still one, what is the Governnent policy as regards
someone who is elected to the House and subsequently obtains enployment as, say,
a labourer in the Gibraltar Government?

ION CHIEF MINISTER:

That is a hypothetical question which I cannot answer now. I would imagine that
that would be the question of advice that I think has been given before by the
Attorney-General as to whether he can take his seator hecan take his enployuent,
I have enunciated a policy and any departirue from that must surely be a matter
for the law officers, I _© not really concerned, I am not & policeman as to who
stands oxr who does not s%and.

HON J BOSSANO:

Perhaps, Mr Speaker, the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister may like to consider
that he nay well need all his extra inspectors shen the matter eeentually- )
develops in the direction which I think there is a high probability that it will.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Well, this is the usual threats that we always get about inspectors and so on
and we are used to it now, -

MR SPEAKER:
alright, next question,



No,141 of 1976 ORAL
Ihe Hon J JBossano

Has Governuent now completed its study of the Morgan Report on the salaries of
top civil servants and if so will Government state what they propose to do
about the recommendations made in the report?

Answers
The Ohief Minister

Tosflly, tbe Government has completed its study of the Morgan Report and I will
be uakdng a statement on the matter later in these proceedings,



