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No. 1 of 1916_C2_1 ORAL 

The Hon B Perez  

Does Government intend to move the Revenue Station at Waterport 
further up into the Wharf Area? 

Answer 
The Hon Financial and Develot§=tp.Ez  

Yes, Sir. A Scheme has been devised which will permit Varyl Begg 
Estate traffic to come in and out of the Estate without the present 
customs supervision. This will be achieved by resiting the Revenue 
offices to the building presently occupied by the Port Department a 
after its re-accommodation at North Mole. 

The scheme is now being costed and it is hoped that a start on 
the implementation of the project will be made early in the next 
financial year. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.1 OF 1976 

HON J B PEREZ 

Would the Honourable Member be in a position to state how long it 
will take to build the new premises for the Port Department? 

HON PINA.NCIAL AND DINElaN4iITT 

I believe the new premises for the Port Department are available. 
It is a question of re-accommodation and moving out certain people 
mainly from the Stevedoring Company's Hostel at the No.1 Jetty. 



No.2 of 127.6_121 ORAL 

The Hon J Bossano 

Can Government state what are the latest estimates for 
Head of Revenue for the current financial year? 

Yes, Sir. 
financial 

Head 1 

2 

3 

tt 4 

Answer: 

2.176007000 

200,000 

37,000 

The Hon Financial and lie veld ment Secretary 

Our projection of the Revenue yield in the current 
year are as follows:- 

Income Tax C42850„000 i.e. increase of 

Customs 2,600,000 tt 

Port, Harbour & 171,000 if 

Wharf Dues 

Licences etc. 5039500 No Change 

5 Fees of .Court etc. 1,175,000 increase 243,000 

6 Post Office 425,000 tt 23,000 

7 Rents 680,000 29000 

8 Interest 236,000 70,000 

94  9 Lottery 230,000 20,000 

10 Miscellaneous 587,000 129,000 
Receipts 

u 11 Municipal Services 27)1)13,000 decrease .00,000 

12 Repayment of loans 11,900 No change 

Thus the total revenue for the year 1976-77 is now expected to he 
in the region of £13,912,400 - an increase of £2912)1 9000 over the 
original estimate. I should point out that the projection of 
expenditure for this period is in the order of £4.5m over the 
estimate for the period. 

I must stress that the figures I have just quoted are based on 
collections so far brought to account. The revised estimates 
which will come before the House in due course will be worked out 
at a later stage and are therefore likely to come closer to the 
final figures for the year. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.2 OF 1976 



HON J BOSSANO 

Er Speaker, could the Honourable Member say whether if -nose 
figures are based on collections so far, the figures hfor the 
income tax do not in fact reflect the effect, for exe'mple, of 
the latest pay increases in the private sector and the,-  Co not 
reflect the under collection that may be resulting from the 
industrial dispute in the -(J!.  Departments? 

2. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

They reflect all factors mentioned by the - Honourable Leader of 
the Opposition as far as we are able to estimate ahead of the 
information available to us at the moment. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Could I ask the Honourable Member as regards the decrease in 
the municipal services that is estimated, whether this in fact 
can also be accounted for by under collection as a result of the 
effect of industrial action in the Gibraltar Government over the 
recent months? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMDNT SECRETARY 

Yes, Sir. The decrease under that Head of revenue arises mainly 
from a delay in billing mainly on electricity and water. 



No.5pf 1916,i2l ORLI 

D 

The 139n.  M Xiberres 

Will Government make available to Members, copies of 
the latest Agreements on Wages, Salaries and Conditions 
of Work signed between itself and (a) Government 
Industrials (b) Government Teachers (c) Government non-
industrials (d) the Police Force (e) Doctors, bearing in 
mind that the House will be asked to vote funds in this 
connection? 

Answer: 

The Hon Financial_and Development__Sepretari 

Yes; Sir, I would only add that these agreements are 
not public documents and that they will be issued on 
request to Honourable Members by virtue of their position 
in this House. 

D 

J 



No.4 of 1976 2) ORAL 

The Hon G T  Restano 

Are service vehicles required by law to display exemption 
discs when using' Main Street during the hours when traffic 
in that street is restricted? 

Answer: 

The Attorney General 

Yes, Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.4 OP 1976 

HON G T RESTANO 

Is the Honourable Member aware that on quite a few 
occasions service vehicles do in fact use Main Street 
during restricted hours without displaying the discs? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

I am not aware but if the Honourable Member says this is 
so I will ask the Commissioner of Police to have a check 
made. 

D 



NE212g_127EL2) ORAL 

3 

The Hon G T Restano 

In view of the alarming increase in burglaries and thefts 
Lfenerally, will Government consider re-introducing the 
system of patrolling the beat by the Police at night-
time? 

Answer: 

The Hon Attorne-  General 

In fact burglaries have decreased this year. In 1975 
there were 295 reported burglaries or attempted burglaries 
with 65 arrests - this year, to the 26 November, there 
were 150 reported burglaries or attempted burglaries with 
51 arrests. The Police have never abandoned the system 
of foot patrols and have no intention of lessening the 
number of foot patrols. They have also introduced mobile 
patrols and there is now more cover than before. 

HON G T RESTANO 

In numbers possibly the burglaries are fewer but certainly 
in the amounts of thefts made in the figures stolen, the 
figures are far higher. Would Government not say that 
in the past the type of patrolling by the Police was much 
more extensive than it is today? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

I have discussed this matter with the Commissioner and he 
assures me that in fact more cover is now being given than 
has been given before. 

9 

9 



HaL6 211216  i2l ORAL 

The Hon J Bossano 

Can Government state whether the Police Force is 
authorised to use the Ambulance to transport either 
Police Officers or arrested persons? 

Answer: 

The Hon Attorne.y General 

In. general Police can use what vehicles they like and 
over which they have jurisdiction to transport both 
Police Officers and arrested persons. There is en old 
ambulance which is awaiting boarding which is used as 
general purpose vehicle - it is not used as en ambulance 
and the Red Cross signs have been painted out. On the 
day of the sit-down in front of the Convent there was an 
gall vehicles" call to which one of the new ambulances 
responded. Three people were put inside and taken to 
the Police Station. At that time the Commissioner of 
Police ordered that the ambulance was, not to be used for 
that purpose again. 

The order did not get to the ambulance driver, until he 
had made two more trips taking on each trip two Police 
Officers and two arrested persons. It was not used 
thereafter. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, is the Honourable Member then in a position 
to give an undertaking that the ambulance will be 
reserved for transporting injured persons which might well 
result from Police arrest but that  in cases where people 
are not in need of medical treatment the ambulance should 
not be used. 

hON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

D
Yes. 



No.7 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon J Bossano  

Can Government .state whether the Comtissioner of Police 
consulted with higher authority before ordering the arrest 
of some 180 Trade Unionists involved in a demonstration 
outside the Convent on 8th November 1976? 

Answer: 

The Hon Attorney General  

He did not. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable and Learned rember not 
agree that arresting this number of persons is sufficiently 
unusual in Gibraltar and indeed I would say in slay other 
place as a proportion to the total population to warrant 
consultation with higher authority before a final decision 
is taken? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

I think not. The Commissioner of Police is responsible 
for law and order .and he must make decisions on the spot. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Member not agree that 
where a decision can in fact set off a train of events that 
may present a greater disruption of law and order that 
'might otherwise have occurred, it was advisable that the 
decision should not be at the sole discretion of one man? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

I would not agree. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, can the Honourable Member say whether in fact 
he assumes full responsibility for the judgement of the 
Commissioner of Police as far as this. House is concerned? 



MR SPEAKER 

I do not think the Honourable Member is entitled to 
assume responsibility on a matter whj_oh, does not fall 
within his province. You might rephrase ,the question. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Yes, could I ask, Mr Speaker, if the Commissioner of 
Police has got sole discretionary powers and is not 
responsible to anyone and does not have to consult anyone, 
who does the House hold responsible for actions that may 
be taken by the Commissioner, is it the Honourable and 
Learned the Attorney General or is it the Government? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

I am certainly answerable for the actions taken by the 
Commissioner of Police to this House. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Would the Honourable Member in these circumstances not 
agree that whgre an action is considered desirable by 
the Commissionch6,may have widespread reprecussions 
in our community as fhil..as industrial relations are 
concerned, it would be advisable that at least he should 
inform either the Honourable and Learned the Attorney 
General or a member of the Government befoive the action 
is actually implemented even if he does not have to consult? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

It depends entirely on the circumstances of a particular 
case. Where the Commissioner of Police is faced with 
certain facts which in his opinion require en immediate 
decision then it. is he who should take that decision with-
out consultation. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Would the Honourable and Learned Member then agree that 
unless a decision is of so urgent a nature that'itcnnnot 
be delayed, there should be an attempt to inform higher 
authority? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Not necessarily. 

• 
4 

4 

4 



3. 

HON J BOSSANO 

But, Mr Speaker,, has the HonoUrable and Learned the 
Attorney. General not said just no* that where•o decision 
has got to be taken on the spot it is the'CommiSsioner who 
has to take it. Is that whatAle has said? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

It is indeed whet I have said. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Vad therefore, Mr Speaker, does it not follow logically, 
would the Honourable and Learned Member not agree, that 
if a decision does not have to be taken on the snot, if 
there is time to consult, there should be consultation. 
Would he not agree with that? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

It is I think for the Commissioner to decide whether 
decision needs to be taken on the spot. In some cases 
he will consult, in others if he feels n decision must 
be taken on the spot he will take it. 

HON J BOSSANO 

But would the Honourable and Learned Member say whether 
he thinks that the Commissioner . . . 

MR SPEAKER 

No4  no. I am afraid you are asking the Honourable Member 
to express a personal opinion. 

HON J BOSSANO 

I see. Will the Honourable and Learned Member say then 
that unless the circumstances are such that the Commissioner 
considers that the decision cannot be delayed, the 
Commissioner, preferably, should consult. Would he agree 
with that? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 
D

I think it is a very difficult question. The Commissioner 



4. 

must be given a certain amount of discretion, he must 
deside in each case what he should do whether he should 
take immediate action or whether this is a case in which 
consultation might be useful. 



The Hon J Bossano 

Is it GoVernment' policy to suspend their awn employee's 
without pay when the latter are taking industrial action 
short of strike? 

Ansvver: 

The Hon the Chief Minister 

No Sir. Each case of industrial action short of strike 
would have to be considered on its merits and in the 
light of all the circumstances prevailing at the time. 

SUPPUMENTARY TO NO. 8 OF 1976 

HON J BOSSANO 

Is the Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister aware 
that at the recent meeting of JIC the official employers 
stated that it was their policy to suspend employees with-
out pay when taking industrial action short of strike? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER 

I am not aware of thnt but certainly it has not been done 
in a lot of cases by the Government. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, I am not asking the Government whether they 
are implementing their policy or not, I am trying to 
establish whnt the policy is. Would the Honourable 
Manber say whether in fact the Gibraltar Government is 
prepared to depart from this policy even if the other two 
official employers are not? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER 

I am not aware in what circumstances that statement was 
made but I think it is quite clear that the right to 
suspend exists and indeed has been accepted by the Unions 
to exist. Each case would have to be looked at in its 
own merits and how each one . . . 



2. 

MR SPEAKER 

Order, order. I would ask those gentlemen in the
fl 

Strangers Gallery to remove those placards or to leave 
the gallery. There must be no demonstration or 
intimidation; Of Members of this House of any kind what- 

.soever. The public are entitled to listen 'to the debates 
but no more. 

I think the Honourable the Chief Minister was holding the 
floor when we were interrupted. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER 

I was saying that the right exists and it is a matter of 
judgement in each case how it is exercised. And the 
right exists and has been acknowledged by the Unions to 
exist because at the time of the 24th December 1974, all 
trade unions associated with the official employers signed 
an agreement which includes the following paragraph: 

11 On this specific occasion the official employers 
agree as an exceptional gesture of goodwill to 
reinstate the suspended postal workers and

, 
 

telephonists on basic pay for the time lost when 
they would otherwise have been employed. All the 
undersigned unions agree that this gesture of good 
will by employers will not be regarded as a 
precedent if the occasion should arise in the 
future for management to exercise the right to 
suspend employees who fail to carry out their 
normal duties in pursuance of industrial action 
officially notified to the employer by a recognised 
trade union or staff association." 

That is the end of the quotaticA. In other words, Sir, 
the unions concerned accepted in a formal agreement that 
.an employer has the right to suspend any .employee who 
does not carry out his normal duties, I might add that 
the Honourable Member himself signed that agreement. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, the Honourable and Learned Member still has 
not answered my question as to what the policy is regard-
ing the rights that may or may not exist and may or may 
not be recognised. Is it the policy of the Gibraltar' 
Government when faced with industrial action short of 
strike, generally speaking, to suspend their employees or 
would they do so only in extremely exceptional circumstances? 

I  C 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER 

Mr Speaker, I would go back to my prepared first answer 
which was: "No, Sir each case of industrial action short of 
strike would have to be considered on its merits and in 
the light of all the circumstances prevailing at the time." 

HON J 30SSANO 

Can the Honourable and Learned Member then say whether 
in recent industrial action involving clerical workers 
the Government has threatened any group of employees with 
suspension without pay unless they removed their industrial 
action? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER 

It did not reach that stage. There was a warning given 
to employees of the Government of what the Government 
would do in certain circumstances but no action was taken. 
In the course of the industrial action which was in 
process by the clerical grades, at the meeting with the 
Industrial Relations OfficerH he told them this and this 
is taken from the tape: 

"I am instructed to inform you that your industrial 
action can no longer be tolerated by the Gibraltar 
Government and unless you are prepared to instruct 
your members to work normally those of your members 
who are not performing their duties will be duly 
warned and relieved of their duties and told to go 
home and come back at such time as they are prepared 
to work normally. Such action will not take place 
for something like 24 hours and I shall require your 
reply as to whether you are going to instruct your 
members to work normally so that we can come back 
and talk about the things which are outstanding or 
whether it would be unfortunately necessary for 
management to take their own action to reotify the 
situation you have created. In the light of what 
you have told me about yesterday's proposal, this is 
the only course of action which the Government of 
Gibraltar see open to them." 

So that it was a warning of possible action in possible 
circumstances but not as a matter of policy of saying that 
every case of industrial action is going to be followed 
by suspension. 



4. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Can the Honourable and Learned- Member say whether prior 
to this there was en occasion when individuals were 
informed that either. they.worked normally or they would 
* .suspended in that same dispute? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER 

There have been, I understand, one or two cases which 
when the time came when in fact no work whatever was 
being performed, warnings have been given to people and 
one is glad to say that the warnings have had the effect 
of their returning to do whatever work was required at 
that time. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister say on what date that 
warning was delivered, the one he readout? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER 

Not without notice. I am answering a general question 
and I cannot go into the particulars. 

MR SPEAKER 

Next question. 

V 



No.9 of1276_(21 ORAL 

The Hon Dr R G Valarino 

Does Government realise the increasing pollution of sea-
water and do they have any proposals to diminish this 
pollution especially during the summer months? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Education & Public Works  

The Public Health Department monitor the pollution levels 
every two weeks around Gibraltar's coastline and every 
effort is made to track down the source of any effluent 
i)olluting the sea. 

Government has made a considerable amount of money 
available for the modernisation and improvement of the 
sewerage system in Gibraltar and a large capital works 
programme has been drawn up. 

It must be realised however, that a considerable amount of 
sea pollution occurring around Gibraltar emanates from 
external sources i.e. untreated discharges along the 
Mediterranean coast and shipping and therefore is beyond 
Government control. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.9 OF 1976 

HON DR R G VALARINO 

Mr Speaker, can Government confirm or deny the fact that 
of any time 25% of the Celeta Palace, Catalan Bay area 
complex are out of action and untreated sewage is pumped 
straight into the sea? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

No, Sir. When the pumps go out of action the sewage does 
not immediately discharge into the sea, there are tanks 
which have to be filled first. It is very rare for the 
pumps to go out of action unless, of course, there is 
industrial action which stops the electric supply to such 
pumps. 



2. 

HON DR R G VALARINO 

Mr Speaker, does Government know the actual bacterial 
count of E Coli of our beaches during the summer months? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, I have already said that the Public Health Department 
monitor the ,pollution levels therefore they must know but 
I am afraid I do not know those at the moment. I can 
find them if they are so required. 

HON DR R G VALARINO 

Mr Speaker, does Government know how the cholera epidemic 
in Naples came about? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Doubtless the Public Health Department will know somethin.7 
about it but the jurisdiction of this Government does not 
extend to Naples. 

MR SPEARRa 

Next question. 



E2.1.12011216  L2) 

The Hon J Bossano  

What steps is Government taking to ensure that faults in 
the roofs of flats at Varyl Begg Estate are remedied 
before the onset of winter rains? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Education and  Public Works  

Sir, it would be convenient to answer questions Nos.lO and 
12 together and with your permission I will do so. 

MR SP6AKER 

Shall we leave them until we call Question No.12. We 
will deal with No.11 now. Do you agree, Mr Bossano? 

HON J BOSSANO 

Yes, Sir. 
D 



Noll of  197 (2>0 

The Hon J Bossano 

Can Government state when Penney House will be ready for 
re—occupation by its previous tenants? 

Answer: 

The Miuieter for Education  and Public Works  

It is expected that Penney House will be handed over to 
the Housing Section in August 1977, 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.11 OF 1976 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, can the Honourable Member say whether this 
is a much longer period than was envisaged originally 
when it was decided that Penney House needed reinforcing 
in order to make it safe again? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Yes, Sir, there has been a certain amount of slippage in 
this matter. 



No.12  of 1976 (1 ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

Will Government confirm the existence of a dispute between 
the architects and the builders of the Veryl Begg Estate 
concerning responsibility for the state of certain flats 
therein and is Government prepared to have the work 
carried out itself pending settlement of any dispute 
which micht exist in relation to the work done? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Education and Public Works 

Government, early in 1975, pointed out to the consulting 
architects that the roofs leaked, rejected the acceptance 
of all the roofs on the project, and reserved its rights 
on the question of damage resulting from roof leaks. I 
confirm that the fact that repairs have not been carried 
out to the roofs or flats is due to disagreement between 
the consulting architects and the contractors as to the 
cause of the leaks. 

A number of meetings between Government and both parties 
have taken place to try and resolve the situation. How-
ever, contracturally the responsibility for putting in 
hand the repair of the roofs and the reinstatement of the 
flats rests with either the consulting architects or the 
contractors or both of them and Government could be 
prejudiced by taking action itself. 

Furthermore Government is advised not to undertake any 
remedial works until such time as there is a written 
refusal by the contractors to carry out the works on the 
instructions of the consulting architects within the terms 
of the Contract which is still in force. 

Government is doing its utmost to seek an early solution 
to this very serious and distressing matter. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.12 OF 1976 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, am I right in taking it that the Minister is 
quoting official legal advice on this matter that Government 
could be prejudicing its case by attempting to do the work 
itself pending a reimbursement of whatever funds are 
expended? 



2. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

That is correct, Sir. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, Would the Honourable Member not agree - ho 
has given me a date as early 1975 - and late 1976 is an 
inordinately long period for this matter to be pending? 

HON M X FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, Government has been pressing the consulting architect 
on several occasions. The consulting. architect apparently 
has been pressing the contractors but between the two of 
these no agreement has yet been reached. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Is the Honourable Member aware of the meeting I held with 
the then Minister for Public Works and the Minister for 
Housing on this matter sometime before the election and 
is he aware of what was said at that meeting? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

I am not quite sure to which meeting the Honourable Member 
is referring to, Sir. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

I am referring to a meeting at the Minister for Public 
Works office some month or so before the election, and the 
Minister for Housing was also present when I was informed 
that the Minister was hopeful of a solution by the following 
week since the architect and the contractors had a meeting 
scheduled for the following day, i.e., the day after the 
meeting. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, from my colleague the Minister of Housing I under- 
stand this meeting was held sometime in July and we had 
promise from the consulting architect that a report would 
be forthcoming very shortly. I em afraid that report has 

( 
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not yet been forthcoming. We had a further meeting with 
this gentleman who has told us now he is writing a final 
letter to the contractors sometime this or next week rafter 
which action can then be taken. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Am I to take it then that the delay is on the part of the 
consultants in submitting this report, and, if so, since 
the consultants are working for Government, will Government 
not agree that it should have taken a hand to see that this 
report was delivered as early as possible? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, we have an interim report. The Government has been 
pressing the consulting architect on several occasions but 
he, of course, has also to consult his legal advisers and 
get opinions and this takes a certain amount of time. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Member not agree that a 
lot of time has elapsed and that a number, of flats - I 
shall be asking him how many - are being affected and 
there is severe pressure from the Housing Allocation list? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Yes, Sir, I agree absolutely. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Will the Honourable Member then tell the House how many 
flats are in fact affected? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

I understand there is a question on that later on but I 
think it is around 86. 

MR SPEAKER 

There is a question and you will get an answer in due 
course. 
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HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, em I to understand from the. Minister 's first 
answer that the Government first became aware of the 
possibility of a dispute early in 1975? 

HON NI K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, when the roofs were found to be leaking they 
obviously informed the consulting architects of this and 
said this must be put right. It is obvious that there 
are two possible reasons for such leaky roofs . • • 

MR SPEAKER 

No, no. We are not going to go into the reasons because 
otherwise we are going to open the whole question. We 
are talking about the existence of a dispute and whet is 
being done to get compensation and the date which is 
relevant to the existence of the dispute but let us not 
go into the causes for the leaks otherwise we will be 
here all day. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

The consulting architects then got in contact with the 
contractors and from then the dispute has continued. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Yes, but can the Honourable Member give me the date. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

This was before my time Sir, but I understand it was early 
in 1975. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Then, Mr Speaker, am I to take it that report from the 
consultants has not been obtained almost two years later. 
Is this, in fact, the case. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

A full report on the reason for the leaky roofs has not 
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yet been obtained, Sir. There has been considerable 
discussion between the consulting architect and the 
contractors as to the reason why those roofs leak. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

I want to be sure on this, Mr Speaker. After two years 
which the Department knew the dispute existed a full 
report from the consultants who work for the Government 
is still not available. Is this a fair rendering of '7',1at 
the Minister has said? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Well, it may not be quite two years, Sir, but this is true. 
I understand in cases like this it is often n matter that 
has to be taken to arbitration to discover what is the 
reason for such leaky roofs and it is not uncommon that 
such arbitration may lost another two years. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, I am not talking about the question of 
arbitration, I em talking about the report which the 
Government consultants should make available as its 
representation in the dispute. 

MR SPEAKER 

I think we ere beginning to speak at cross purposes. I 
think the Honourable Minister has said that they have had 
legal advice that they must not interfere. Perhaps if 
you ask the Honourable Member when he got that advice and 
then . . . • 

HON M XIBERRAS. 

I am. not talking about the advice, I am talkingabout the 
consultants' report. 

LIZ SPEAKER 

Yes, but I think the Honourable Member has given a very 
straightforward answer to the question by saying that 
Government has not interfered on legal advice. Perhaps if 
you obtain the date when that legal advice was given and it 
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does not coincide then you can ask questions. prior to the 
advice not subsequent to• the advice. Do you follow what 
I mean?' 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Yes, Mr Speaker, but I am afraid it is not the some line 
I am pursuing. What I would like to know from the 
Minister is whether they know the facts from their 
consultants, whether they have received a full renrt from 
their consultants and the answer is "no". 

MR SPEAKER 

No, s forthe simple reason that they have been advised 
legally- not to interfere and not to take pert in the 
dispute. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

I believe that the nature of the legal advice was that 
the Government should not enter .into work itself for as lon,,7 
as the dispute existed. 

MR SPEAKER 

May we clear that point. What was the nature of the 
advice? 

HON M'K FEATHERSTONE 

The adVice, Sir, that we have is.that we should not under- 
take any remedial measures ourselves until the dispute is 
settled. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

What I em trying to establish now, Yr Speaker, is whether 
I am right in interpreting the Minister as having said 
that the full report of the Government consultants express- 
ing their side in this dispute is still not available almost 
two years after the Government knew that there would be a 
dispute between the consultants and the contractors. 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Yes, Sir, that is correct. The consulting architects 
blamed the contractors for the leaks in the roofs and the 
contractors do not admit this blame. 

MR SPEAKER 

We are talking at cross purposes. You are now being 
asked a simple question. Has the Government instructed 
its own professional people to go into the causes of the 
leaks end is there a consultants' report. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

That is what I am explaining, Sir. They have instructed 
them, certain pieces of the roof have been taken for test-
ing and they are still not at idem what is the cause of 
the complaint and so far we do not hove a final report as 
to what is causing the leaks on these roofs. 

• HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, could I ask whether the dispute is oircumscribd 
to this particular matter of the roofs or does it extend to 
other aspects of the building? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

No, Sir, it is mainly on the roofs. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mainly, but not exclusively. Is it only on the question 
of the roofs that there is a dispute or are there other 
aspects of the construction which are in dispute? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, there is a small amount of dampness in one or two 
ground floor flats and this of course has been queried by 
us with the consulting architects. I am not sure that ho 
has taken this up with the builders as such. Tho main 
cause of the dispute is the roofs. 

J 
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HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, the reason why I ask this question - And would 
the Honourable Member not agree that it is n matter for 
concern - is that if there is a dispute about the roofs 
and the roofs are faulty there must hove been an effect 
in some of the flatS under the roofs. I am trying to 
determine whether there is a dispute about the state of 
some of the flats under these leaky roofs. 

MR SPEAKER 

I think on that one you have got an answer.. It was said 
that they had to put the roofs right and the reinstatement 
of the flats rests with either the consulting architects 
or the contractors. The reinstatement must of necessity 
be the reparation of all damage. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, I am trying to establish whether there has been 
damage RS a result of the faulty construction or faulty 
design of the roofs, whether there has been damage to the 
flats underneath these roofs and, if so, what is the extent 
to which one issue is linked with the other. In other 
words how many flats are not in a fit condition because-,of 
the leaky roofs? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, obviously the flats beneath have suffered, that is 
how you know that the roofs leak. I am not sure exactly 
of the number of flats affected. Some are occupied some 
have not been yet given over to occupation but I think it 
is around 80 flats. Some of the damage is in the olactrical 
circuits, some of the damage is in the actual roofs them-
selves and some of the damage is in the walls. 

HON H XIBERRAS 

Would the Honourable Member care to give an estimate of what 
the cost would be, a very rough one, would it be in the 
region of Elm or what will it be? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, I am not a consulting architect. 
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZI 

Mr Speaker, could the Honourable Minister 1»k into the 
question of whether in fact there is any legal way in 
which the builders and contractors can be encouraged to 
produce a report fairly quickly rather than wait for two 
years? 

HON M I- FEATHER TONE 

Yes, Sir, we hove looked into that. We know what the 
position can be when certain situations have arisen but 
until the contractors refuse to do any remedial work on 
the roofs we cannot take action ourselves. 

HON P J ISOLA 

Mr Speaker, can the Government not consider in view of 
the fact that the dispute seems to be between the 
architects and the builders and the Government seems to 
be free from blame here and the tenants are the innocent 
sufferers, can the Government not consider the possibility 
of initiating legal proceedings in the alternative against 
the architect and the builders to accelerate the solution 
if this matter? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

That is probably the next step we shall have to take, Sir. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

When, in another two year's time? 

MR SPEAKER 

Next question. 
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No.1 of 1976 (.2)  

The Hon Dr R G Vnlarino 

Does Government intend to clean up and beautify this 
city and what measures are they taking in this direction? 

Answer: 

The Minister for 3ducation and Public Works 

The problems that have to be faced in attempting to clean 
and beautify this city are identified in the Gibraltar 
City Plan "Survey and Analysis" report, particularly in 
the Chapters on "Housing", "Transportation" and 
"Conservation Townscape and Landscape". 

Following the exercise in public participation, the 
Development and Planning Commission are to recommend to 
Government the policies it should adopt to attain this 
objective. 

These politice will be concerned with:- 

a. effective measures to ensure that buildings, 
both in the public and private sectors are 
maintained in good condition; 

b. measures to reduce conflict between vehicular 
traffic and pedestrians; 

c.. measures by which the character of the central 
areas of the City is conserved and improved upon. 

Dealing with the more Lomediate problem the streets in the 
town are swept two or three times a day and those outside 
Lhe City limits once a day. In addition to the daily 
household and trade refuse collection, the Public Works 
Department have deployed two lorries which every day, 
excluding Sundays, collect accumulations, old furniture 
and other debris from the public highway. Th-A principal 
streets in the town and south areaF are normally flushed 
once a week. 

The Public Works Department have, on average, 80 of their 
personnel employed in carrying out these tasks at an 
estimated annual, pre-1974 review, cost of £175,000. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.13 OF 1976 

HON DR R G VALARINO 

Mr Speaker, after,that marvellous answer could the 
Minister say whether the Government is taking note of 
the pollution in the atmosphere? 

HON M K PE. TESRSTONE 

Sir, I do.nOt realise where the pollution of the 
atmosphere fully comes into the beautification of the 
town but we do take note of it, Sir. 

HON DR R G VALARINO 

Pollution in the atmosphere tends to dirty buildings 
sooner than they would otherwiSe. Does Government know 
the actual figures of the pollution? 

MR SPELKER 

Are we going back to pollution? 

HON DR R G VfiLARINO 

In the air, Sir. 

MR SPE1XR 

Well, fair enough. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

1 should imagine the Public Health De-oartment have some- 
thing on this, I do not at the moment. I understand some 
of the pollution -in the atmosphere is caused by dog manure. 

.HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr.Speaker, cen the Honourable Member and I 1107)e I am not 
treading on my Honourable Colleague's original question, 
but has the Honourable Member or anybody considered public 
participation in beautifying the City further than the 
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question of gardens and garden disolPys and so forth? 
Has he asked for actual support from the traders in Main 
Street for the beautification of Main Street? I know 
that there are some traders who are interested in this. 

HON M K FE1,THERSTONE 

Yes, Sir, in fact in the Gibraltar City Plan the whole of 
the public have been invited to make comments and to take 
dart. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

I am talkinc, about actually approaching the traders in 
Lain Street with a view t) their contributing also 
financially to the beautification of the areas immediately 
in front of their shops. 

HON M K. FE1,THERSTONE 

Sir, that may be the next step in the Gibraltar City Plan, 
it has not been done yet. 

D 

D 

3 



D 

No.14 of 3.3.76 cal 

The Hon  B Perez 

Is the Government proposing to make out of bounds the 
"Talus Lrea" for motor-cycle sport? 

Lnswer: 

The Minister for 73ducntion and Public Works 

The area used for the events has been considerably extended 
from that originally approved by Government and the slope 
has been undercut to provide an extended circuit.  

The undercutting has caused localised instability to thet 
section and it is therefore considered to be unsafe for 
participants and spectators alike. Consequently the area 
must be declared out of bounds on the grounds of safety. 

However, this course of action would have been neceesnry 
in any event in about 6 months time as one of the projects 
in the current Development Programme is reclamation 
between Jetties 1 and 2 for the construction of a container 
handling; berth. This project requires a considerable 
amount of fill material to allow the construction of the 
works to proceed and investigations are being carried out 
to test the suitability of the Talus material for the 
reclamation works. 

It may be possible to allow the area to be used for mot )r-
cycle sport once the excavation of the fill material has 
been completed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.14 OF 1976 

HON J B PEREZ 

Mr Speaker, do I take the answer as being "Yes" from the 
Honourable Minister? 

MR SP.E.AKER 

The Honourable Minister does not have to answer that one. 
You take the answer to mean what you feel it does. You 
can ask questions on the information itself. 
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HON J B PEREZ 

Will the Honourable Member then state if en alternative 
site is being made Available for this most popular -sport 
in Gibraltar. 

HON H K FEATHERSTONE 

Ls I have already. said, Sir, this_aren must be declared 
out of bounds. The,  Honourable Member Can take that es 
yee or' no, whichever way he wishes to understand it. We 
h-,ve not yet looked for en alternative site but; we are 
willing to do so. 

HON J B PEREZ 

Er Speaker, is the Honourable Member thereby undertaking 
to look for en alternative site and does he envisage that 
an alternative site will be made available within a short 
time? 

HON H K FEATHERSTONE 

I do. not make such a firm commitment as undertaking, Sir, 
I said we' will look .for it It is not going .to be easy. 



No.15 of 1976 C21 ORLI, 

The Hon B Perez 

Does Government agree with the results of a survey 
conducted by the Youth and Careers Officer in which both 
parents and girls felt that Government was not doing 
enough for the youth of Gibraltar. 

faiswer: 

The Minister for Education  and Public Works  

Llthough the surveys referred to by the Honourable rember 
represent a creditable effort on the pert of the Youth 
Service to determine attitudes to a range of asioects 
covering its work and composition they can hardly be said 
to encompass the total range of opinion in Gibraltar, 
based as they were on replies received from 57 parents 
and 169 girls, of whom 39 parents confessed that they had 
not made it their business to find out what goes on in 
youth clubs and 115 of the girls did not belong to a youth 
club or or6anisation. Government would not agree in such 
simplistic terms that it was not doing enough for the 
Youth Service. It is aware of aspects of that Service 
which require more assistance in a number of ways and it 
tries each year within the limitations of its budget to 
improve these asnects. It is however, satisfied that the 
Youth Service is stronger than it has ever been before 
with corresponding benefits to the Youth of Gibraltar. 
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14e Hon B Perez 

Will Government state whether negotiations have been 
finalised on the question of experienced teachers? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Education and Public Works 

There have been no negotiations since the negotiating; 
rights are held by the Gibraltar Teacher's association 
but representations have been made through the Head of 
Department by individual teachers formerly in the grade 
of 'Experienced Teachers. The matter, which is complex, 
is still under consideration. 
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HallaLiaLLal ORAL 

The Hon B Perez 

Would Government state the exact terms of the contract 
of employment under which the UK Teachers were brought 
to Gibraltar. 

Answer: 

The Minister for Education and Public Works 

Fifteen Teachers .were given contracts to work for one or 
two years in the Department from September of this year. 
Their basic salary is that of Scale I, payable to locally 
entered staff, and in addition they receive a 25% taxfree 
gratuity payable on gross emoluments at the termination 
of their contract, one free passage to and from Gibraltar 
to the United Kingdom, a baggage allowance and payment of 
the employer's share of their superannuation contributions 
to the Department of Education and Science in the UK. 
They have been accommodated in shared hotel accommodation 
at Both Worlds where their rent is subsidised by 50%. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.17 OF 1976 

HON J B PEREZ 

Would the Honourable Member then agree that these terms 
of the contract of employment for UK Teachers differ from 
those of local Teachers? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, local Teachers are not under a contract. 

HON J B PEREZ 

hrir Speaker,•the question is whether the Honourable Yembnr 
agrees that the terms of the contract. of employment on 
conditions of work which has arisen from his answer differ 
from .those of a. local teacher? 

HON'M K FEATHERSTONE 

Yes, Sir. They do differ. They differ insofar that one 
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gets a 250 tax free gratuity and the other one is on 
permanent and pensionable scheme. There are other 
differences. 

HON J B PEREZ 

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Member then agree that 
the accommodation provisions in the contract of employment 
of UK Teachers are not in the contract .of employment for 
local Teachers, and why is this? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, local Teachers enter on a completely different basis. 
They come in on a permanent and p-nsionable scale. Then 
you bring out people who fill emergency places we often 
have to give a contract end these contracts may vary, even 
one contract with another, from time to time. 

HON J B PEREZ 

Kr Speaker when recruiting in UK did Government try to 
employ UK Teachers on the same terms bs locally entered 
Teachers before offering the contract terms in question. 

HON M K FETHERSTONE 

Yes, Sir, with very little result. 

HON P J ISOLA 

Is it a fact, Sir, that because Government advertise in the 
UK for Teachers on the same terms as Gibraltar some months 
passed without young people in the schools receiving ,)roper 
attention in key subjects for tOl Levels and tA,  Levels and 
is this not something to be regretted? 

HON M K ,FEATHERSTONE 

Yes, Sir, that is quite correct and it was because we could 
not get Teachers on local terms that we went to the further 
terms of the contract. 
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HON P J ISOLA 

Will Government, whilst obviously recognising the rights of 
negotiating bodies in Gibraltar, bear in mini1 that the over-
riding factor in the recruitment of teachers must be a 
proper and decemt education for the children of Gibraltar 
and that we cannot afford delays in any single year in 
education because that affects a whole generation of 
Gibraltar children. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, I thank the Honourable Member for that question. This 
was the paramount idea behind our recruitment. I am glad to 
say that irrespective of the contract terms offered we were 
happy to have a full staff at our schools at the beginning of 
September this year. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, the Honourable Member does not recall the 
pressure from this aide of the House for him to do precisely 
this sort of thing. Would the Honourable Hember say whether 
these were the minimum conditions which the Government thought 
necessary to recruit the teachers that were needed here. In 
other words, could he have got away with less? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, we might have been able toipt away with 24% but I do not 
think we went into all those nuances of the question. The 
normal situation when we have taken anybody into the Civil 
Service under contract terms has been a 25/0 gratuity and we 
did the same. 

HON NI X IBERRA.S 

Would the Honourable Member say on what his Department patterned 
the offer to these teachers? And would he not say that these 
are generally a reflection of the conditions that are offered 
to other branches of the service when expatriate officers are 
needed? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Yes, Sir, they are very similar to those as I have already 
said when we go out to contract for anybody in the Civil Service 
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HON M XIBERRAS 

Would the Honourable Member not say, however, that they 
were somewhat overgenerous in the circumstances? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

If the Honourable Member is trying to elicit the question 
of the superannuation, yes, I agree with him. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, on whose authority was this offer made and why 
was it made? 

MR SPEAKER 

No, that is out of order. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

If the Honourable Member considers that the conditions of the 
25% tax free gratuity . . . 

MR SPEAKER 

1\T„ no. Order, I think we have got to be very clear on this. 
I think the Honourable Member can ask as to the conditions but 
we must not go into what motivated the conditions. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

I want to know why the offer was made if the Minister considers 
in one respect at least the offer was overgenerous. 

HON M,  K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, on the question of the 25% gratuity I. do not think, it was 
overgenerous. I think this is the normal terms and it is 
quite alright. The question of the superannuation, I think we 
could have got away if we had realised the situation at the time 
with not paying it. It was to some extent a slight error by 
the persons who were conducting the negotiations and when they were 
asked to pay the employer's share they agreed to it. 
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HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, am I right in saying that the electricity and 
light bills are also subsidised to the tune of 50%? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Not exactly right, Sir, and not wrong. They are in hotel 
accommodation and, of course, in such hotel accommodation 
electricity bills are normally included in the tariff charge. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

In fact, am I right in saying, Government pays 50% of the 
rent of the place and the services ueed there? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Yes, that is correct. 

9 HON M XIBERRAS 

Am I right therefore in saying that Government does subsidise 
50% of the electricity and water used, and would the Government 
not consider that to be a bit overgenerous? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Well, as it is an inclusive rent, yes, to that extent you are 
correct. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Member say whether he has any 
plans to remedy the situation in the near future. In other 
words that we should have one rate for the job in Gibraltar? 

MR SPEAKER 

No, that is out of order. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, does not the Honourable Member recall when the 
matter was raised previously in the House that he said that 
the vacancies had been advertised in UK on the same pay and 
conditions as Gibraltarian teachers enjoy and that the response 

0 had been good. Does he recall giving thEt answer previously? 

0 



6. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Yes, Sir, the original response was good but when they 
found out all the conditions they did not continue 
responding. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, did the Honourable Member then re-advertise 
subsequently offering improved conditions? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

There wes a re-advertisement when we were able to obtain 
two music teachers and in that advert we actually nut 
down the full conditions mentioning the 25% gratuity, etc. 

HON J 30SSANO 

So, in fact, Mr Speaker, apart from these two teachers PM 
1 right in thinking that the teachers that were recruited 
were recruited in response to an original advertisement 
that did not specify the improved conditions and that 
those improved conditions resulted from negotiations 
between the applicants and the Government? 

HON Ili K FEATHERSTONE 

Yes, Sir, that is correct. There was considerable to 
and fro-ine, of correspondence between the o')nlicants to 
the original advert who were then not satisfied with the 
terms and were willing to come under better terms. 
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No.18 of 1976 

The Hon B Perez 

What degree of consultation was there between the 
Government end the GTA before the UK teachers were 
contracted to come to teach in Gibraltar. 

,Answer: 

The Minister for Education and Public works 

Consultation over staffing and conditions of service for 
teachers to be recruited from the United Kingdom took 
place between Government and the GTA in the three linetin,7s 
of the Teachers'Whitley Council held during last summer' 
Term. During these meetings the Official Side was made 
aware of the fact that if contract terms were to be 
offered the GTA would want them offered also to local staff 
and that if 'hostel type accommodation was to be offerer7, the 
GTA would want it offered also to those local teachers in 
housing difficulties. Given the poor response to orevious 
recruitment and the acute staffing shortage, particularly 
at the Boy's Comprehensive School, Government found it 
necessary to recruit on the terms described in the reply 
to the Honourable Member's lest question. • 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.18 OF 1976 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Member not agree that 
since he has said in a sup-olementary to the previous 
question that there was a lot of to-ing and for-ing before 
the final terms of the contract were arrived at, that that 
was an opportunity for him to consult the GTA on the way 
the conditions were being altered as a result of the attitude 
of potential recruits? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, could I have that question repeated, nlease. 

HON J 30SSANO 

1;:r Speaker, since it aloeers that the Government oriinally 
advertised the post on certain conditions and then on find-
in that the applicants to the post were not irepared to come 

0 



2. 

to Gibraltar under those conditions found a necessity tD 
improve the conditions, would the Minister not ar5re') that 
that was an appropriate time in which to involve the (3.T 
and explain to them that althou(!h they had wanted to offer 
certain conditions initially they were encountering 
difficulties and involve the GT4 in the process in which 
the negotiations were taking place between UK recruits and 
Government. 

HON M K FELTHT43RSTON3 

Yes, Sir, it is my understanding that this was actually 
told to the GTA but the GTA.now, apparently, have no 
remembrance of it. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Member not agree that in 
fact if his conc,rn as it appears is for the education of 
the children, that by creating superior conditions -Pnr 
small proportion of the teaching force, he may _in f d • . • • 

MR SPEAJKTR 

No, we, are now departing. Next question. 
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No.19 of 1a76(2) ORAL 

The Hon P J Isola  

Will Government state whether there is any immediate 
prospect of the Key end Anchor Club adjacent to Ince's 
Hall being released and will Government ensure its use 
for social and recreational purposes? 

Answer: 

The Min,4'.stpr for Tourism, Trade_and economic DevelD-oment  

Government has been given to understand by the MOD that it 
will be possible to transfer a large part of the Key and 
Anchor Club premises as soon as certain reprovisioning 
works have been effected in connection with Inces Hall which 
Will be retained by MOD. 

The use to which the released accommodation will be put will 
be considered once the formal offer has been made to 
Government. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.19 OF 1976 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, could the Honourable Member try to ensure that 
when this property passes under the jurisdiction of the 
Gibraltar Government, it does not in fact fell into the lonef, 
period of abeyance that we have seen other released MOD 
property subjected to? 

HON L W SERFATY 

Did the Honourable Member say the long period of abeyance? 
in this particular case it is a building which exists 

and which is now being repaired. It should not take long 
for Government to make some use of it. 



yo.20_of 1976,S21 

TAaE911212APPnP 

ORAL 

Can Government state when it is estimated that the 
proposed Voryl Be6g School will be put to tender? 

nswer: 

The Minister for Tourisi4 Trade & 3conomic Development 

After the completion of all preliminary requirements 
application for project ap,)roval was made to ODM on 19 
November 197b. It is estimated that tenders can be 
invited shortly after adproval is received. 



No.21 of 1976 (2_1 ORAL 

() Zhe Hon G T Restano 

What feedback has Government received to the City Plan? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism,  Trade  and Economic Development 

The Development and PlannIn3.  Commission has received eleven 
letters from individuals and organisations. There hay-,  
been seven open letters published in the press and fourteen 
press articles. These are now being considered by the 
Commi-33ion. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.21 OF 1976 

HON G T RESTANO 

Are there any proposals in these letters that have been 
received to alter any part of the city plan which the 
Government intends to take up? 

HON A W SERFATY 

Well, to alter the policy to be pursued certainly there 
are. 

HON G T RESTANO 

Can the Honourable Minister expand on that question and 
perhaps dive details? 

HON A W SERFATY 

This is a matter that is now being considered by the 
Development Commission and I do not think anything would 
oe gained, Mr Speaker, by going into the details of the 
different articles which I have not got here with me and 
of the letters of the press and letters which have been 

0 sent to the Commission. This is a very complicated matter 
and the Commission has already in fact started considerinj 
those proposals. 
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HON G T SERFATY 

What plans do Government now have to'proceed with the 
City Plan? 

HON A W SERFATY 4 

When all these proposals and suggest ions are considered 
by the Development Commission they will then be studied 
in detail by the Planning Department and by the Development 
Commission and then it will be presented to the Government. 
It will tpke a few months. 



No.22 of 1976 _. 2) ORAL 

The Hon G T Restsno 

Are there any plans for Edinburgh House and Chilton Court 
to be released by the Ministry of Defence to the Gibraltar 
Government? 

Answer: 

lballj-nister ox Tourism, Trade & Tconomic Development 

No, Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.22 OF 1976 

HON G T RESTANO 

Is it not general policy that Services quarters will be 
moved to the southern area of town? 

HON A W SERFATY 

I do not know. What I do know is that military property 
and land which is surplus to requirements will come to the 
civil government. 

HON G T RESTANO 

I do not think that is a reply to the question, Sir. 

MR SPEAKER 

Basically the Minister cannot answer as to what the policy 
of MOD is insofar as lend is concerned. I think the 
answer has been that there is no policy to hand over those 
particular buildings to Government. To that extent I 
think the answer has been given. Next question. 
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No.23 of l9761c21 ORAL 

The Hon G T Restano 

What plans, if any, does Government have for the development 
of Engineer House? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism Trade and Economic Develumont 

The Development end Planning Commission are carrying out 
a reappraisal of their previous recommendations in the 
light of all relevant factors regarding the future of' 
Engineer House and Government will consider their 
recommendations anew when this advice is received. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.23 OF 1976 

HON G T REST :NO 

Would the Honourable Member not agree that it is scandalous 
for such a large site in Gibraltar where there is such i 
lack of land that that site should have been left undevelop-
ed for so many years now? 

0 HON - A W SERFATY 

Yes, we agree, Mr Speaker. 

HON G T RESTANO 

Well, perhaps, the Honourable Minister will give us an 
explanation as to why this has been allowed to occur. 

HON A W SERFATY 

This site was put out to tender few years ago, nothing 
was done over the years and the Government is now 
considering what is the next step to take and this is what 
the Development and Planning Commission will give advice 
on. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr. Speaker, can the Honourable.. Member say how long-the 
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Government has had the site in its possession since it 
took proceedings to recover possession of the site? 

HON A W SERFATY 

I could not say whether the GovernMent is already in 
possession of the site. What the Government is trying 
to dois to do something eboUrt it. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, could I just ask the Honourable Member then 
in relation to his original answer to the supplementary 
about the advice that he gets, would he give the House an 
opportunity to consider what is being done or what it is 
intended to do in Engineer House before any train of events 
actually takes place? 

HON A W SERFATY 

Yes there was an undertaking . 

MR SPEAKER 

You are being asked a simple question. Will the Government 
,ive an undertaking that before anything is done they will 
dive full information to the House. 

HON 4 W SERFATY 

Yes, Sir. 

HON M4JOR R J PELIZA 

I did not get that quite clearly. Is the Government now 1 
in possession of the site. 

HON A W SERFATY 

I suppose we are in possession of the site. 

HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, that particular answer was not very clear. Is 

-( 
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it in Government's possession or is it not in the 
Government's possession? 

HON J, W SERFATY 

Yes, it is in the Government's possession. I would h!-,v 
wanted to do certain things in the area but I have been 
told that I cannot so we are in possession and we are not. 

HON G T RESTLNO 

By whom has the Minister been told that he cannot do cert-in 
things in that area? 

HON A W SERFATY 

Well, this is the legal advice we received. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Therefore it is not in the possession of the Government if 
the Government cannot utilise that land at this sta t e. 

HON A W SERFATY 

It cannot utilise the land at this stage that is why I am 
not quite sure to the extent that we are in possession. 

MR SPEAKER 

May I, as a man of the law, clear the atmosphere. Whilst 
possession is 90% of the law, sometimes it is dangerous to 
do something on the land in which there is a dispute until 
the dispute is settled. I think that is what the 
Honourable Minister is trying to say. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Can the Honourable Minister give us an indioation as to how 
long the dispute is going to last? 

HON A W SERFATY 

I can say that the Government will receive the advice of the 
Development and Planning Commission within a matter of 
couple of weeks. 

0 



PT9A224:_og 197.6  (2/ 

The Hon G T Restano 

When is it envisaged that the filling in between Numbers 2 
and 3 jetties at the Port will commence? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tou*sm Trade and Economic Developyllent 

After considering a number of project proposals by several 
consultants Government has now received authority to engage 
the selected consultants. to prepare a scheme for the filling 
in between Nos. 1 and 2 Jetties in preparation for a formal 
application for 0DM approval. .The report is expected to be 
ready in February 1777, it iu „It:),„La 1;1.-1; contat ba 

for thu thr,, _t, o2 
iZ JUL1 tenderd is within the akfprov,,, 

SUPPLEME4TARY TO NO.2L- OF 1976 

HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, how long has it taken for the consultonts' _reports, 
all of them, to be made to the Government? 

HON A W SERFATY 

Sir, perhaps I could help by giving a timetable of what has 
happened. 

In January 1975 underwater contractors were authorised to 
carry out a site investigation. From January to October 1975, 
preliminary technical investigations by local experts were 
carried out. In October 1975 Consulta.it:s were invited to 
submit schemes. In November, 1975, the proposals 'were 
considered. On the 23rd December 1975, Consultants were 
selected and application for appointment was sent to MI, that 
was in December 1975, and the approval was received from ODM 
in September 1976, 9 months afterwards. 

HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, why was it necessary to engage consultants when 
local experts had already presented plans? 

HON A W SERFATY 

Well, Siro  this is rather technical. First of all whatever 
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consultants were going to consider the matter had to have an 
idea of the quality and the condition of the seabed and the 
Government ordered underwater contractors to do this work. 
Then a number of consultants, engineering firms, were told 
what the result was and were asked to submit their proposals. 
This was considered by the Government committee, and the 
Government committee decided that a certain particular firm 
should be selected to be the consultants so that they could 
prepare the working drawings and everything about the 
reclamation. The appointment of those consultants . . . • 

MR SPEAKER 

No, no, otherwise we will never get anywhere. You are being 
asked why were local consultants not engaged to do the work. 
That is all you are being asked. 

HON A. W SERFA.TY  

Some were local, some were not. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

I gather that the Port. Advisory Committee -ere consulted as 
well. 

HON A W SERFATY 

The Port Advisory Committee recommendec that this work should 
be done. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

And were they coct consulted on the manner in which it should 
be d'ne. 

HON A W SERFATY 

Nt, Sir, I do not believe there are any engineers in the Port 
Advisory Committee and we required engineers. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

I know, Mr Speaker, and we have an architect in the House as 
well. Perhaps he also contributed a little bit. I take it 
that the Port Advisory Committee was consulted and did,produce 
a scheme for the filling in of the jetties and the extension 
of the moles. Does that figure in the Hinister's list of 
people who were consulted? 
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MR SPEAKER 

No, no, I am sorry, we are not E,inr.;  to go outside the orbit 
of the question. We haVe been talking about consultations 
with the people who are going to carry out the work not as to 
the advisability of the project and how it should be developed. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

I follow your reasoning, Mr Speaker, but Could-I': clsk neverthe—
less whether the Port Advisory Committee was consulted. 

HON A. W SERFATY 

On the manner as to how the work should be carried out 
engineeringwise they were certainly not consulted. They were 
not qualified to give an opinion. 

HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, does the Minister feel or consider that once the 
space between these two jetties have been filled in there will 
be sufficient room for the containers . . • • 

MR SPEAKLU 

No, we are not going to go into thct either. Your question 
asks: "when is it envisaged that t'le filling in between Nos.2 
aid 3 jetties at the Port will co_.'c.ace? If you want to know 
whether there are edequate facilities in the Port to deal with 
the workload, well that is another original question. 

HON J DOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, in view of the fact that it has taken two years to 
get round to the appointment of the consultants, how long does 
the Honourable Member think it will take to actually have the 
filling in finished and ready for use? 

HON A. W SERFATY 

I have said that if everything goes well the report is expected 
to be ready in February, 1977, and three months after that work 
could commence. That brings us to about May 1977. I am not 
qualified to say how long the work could take but I should say 
that if the work starts, and this is haxarding a guess,. in May 
1977, the work could be ready by the end of 1978. 
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HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, does the Honourable Member think in view of 
the length of time that it has taken to do this, that 
the facilities that the Government has 'been trying; to 
r:vide for the last three years will, in fact, be 
orovided in time for the use of shipping to'Gibraltnr? 
I,  think the Member knows what T am referring to. The 
point I am making is in view of the fact that this is 
taking such a lone time does the Honourable Member think 
that the time when it is envisaged the facilities will be 
available is in fact sufficient and, if not, should we 
not look at an alternative in order ”to provide the 
facilities earlier? 

HON A W SER2ATY 

I have had talks recently with representatives of the 
shipping companies who have come to Gibraltar from the UT 
and I am satisfied that this scheme will as far as can be 
foreseen for quite a time . .  . 

MR.  SPEAKER 

No, I will net'allOw that. I would allow that it will 
provide for what it is envisaged and for the increase due 
to the slippage. 

tiQN J. BOSSANO 

No, Mr Speaker, I em saying that the scheme was originally 
intended to provide certain facilities which it was 
envisaged would be needed at a certain point in time. It 
is quite obvious that they are goinD,-  to take much longer 
to provide than it was envisaged originally. I am there- 
fore asking the Honourable Member whether he thinks that 
in spite of this much greater period of time, they will be 
ready and available when they are needed? 

4 

MR SPEAKER 

That is perfectly in order then. 4 

HON A W.SERFATY 

The question is whether they are needed when they are randy, 
say, in two years time and it rill depends on the time it 
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will take for approval from ODM to come. They will be 
what we really require even then. 

HON J BO3SANO 

No, Mr Speaker, that is not the question. The question 
is if, in fact, it was originally envisaged, for example, 
that we would need those frcilities in 1976, does the 
Honourable Member think that by looking forward to nrovidin,: 
them in 1978, or possibly in 1979, we are going to have 
the facilities ready when they are needed or does he not 
consider that we may possibly find that by the time we :et 
the facilities available the shipping lines that have been 
asking for those facilities will stop coming here. 

HON A W SERFATY 

I bet your question now. The facilities will be required 
before the end of 1978 and I am in touch with the Ministry 
of Defence for a provisional solution to the ,roblem. 

HON MAJOR R J RUM. 

Er Speaker, has the Minister taken into account the question 
of finance? Is the original money put aside sufficient 
to complete the job now in view that it has taken two years'? 
Is the money available? 

HON A i SERFATY 

This we shall know when we receive the estimates from the 
consultants. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Therefore the money is not available at this stage. 

HON A W SERFATY 

It requires project approval and it is when the project is 
sent that we can hope to get the approval. 
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No.25 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon Yr_ Xiberros 

Will Government give a comaoncement date for the 
construction of the Public Works Garage and can Government 
indicate the present estimate of the cost of construction 
compared to the original estimate? 

Answer: 

The  Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic  Develorment 

Commencement date will depend on receipt of project aDnroval 
by ODM of a revised scheme submitted in April 1976. 

Tenders will be invited as soon as approval As received. 
The original estimate was £187,000. The latest revised 
figure is over double this amount..  

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.25 0T41  1976 

HON M XIBERRLS 

Mr Speaker, could I ask the same question as my Honourable 
Friend asked in respect of the orevious question, and that 
is, whet happened to the money which was originally set 
aside for this project? 

HON A W SERFATY 

it is where it was a couple of years ego. That money has 
not been spent. 

HON M XIBERRLS 

It hes not been spent? 

HON A '7' SERFL.TY 

Except that the steel frame has been ordered. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

I see. So part of the money, em I right in sayintt, has 
been used for the order of the steel frame end the rest is 
in the bank, as it were? 

2) 0 
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HON A W SERFATY 

That is right. 

HON N XIB7MRAS 4 

Mr Speaker, can the Honourable Member tell the House 
whether there has been any substantial modification of the 
plans as announced to the House? I ask this question in 
view of various other modifications that have taken place 
since the plans were submitted to the House. 

HON A W SERPATY 
not 

itiell, I would/say substantial but there have been 
modifications because originally the Public `'forks Garage 
and Workshop was ,zoine, to be erected in the site of the old 
Refuse Destructor. Then it was going to be erected on . 

17R SPEAKER 

Yes, but lot us not go into that, we all know that. Have 
there bean modifications or have there not been modificatiOns? 

HON. A W SERFATY 

There have been, of cpurse. Different site, different 
buildin6s. 

HON N XIBERRAS 

What I mean is the Government has not considered any other 
major modification from the point of view of the siting? 

HON A W SERFATY 

Not major modifications. 

HON N XIBEREAS 

Does the Government have any contingency plans in case the 
project which is now going; to cost something like Z360,000 
in case the project seems rather too much for ODY? 
HON A Id SERFATY: 
No, Sir, we are hoping that the approval will be forthcoming. 

• 
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No.26 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon B Perez 

Have Government considered the building of the Girls 
Comprehensive School in the Town Range prep? 

 

Lnswer: 

 

the. Minister for Tourisrn~ 

Yes, Sir, St Jago's Site was 
impractical end costly for a 

Trade rind Economic Development 

found to be unsuitable, 
school of the required size 



No.27 of 1976  (2) ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras 

Will GoVernment'State whether it still intends to build 
the Girls Comprehensive School at Montagu, and if -so when 
is construction due to start? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourisrb  Trade and Economic Develonmont 

3 

Yes. It is the Government's intention to build the Girls' 
Comprehensive School at Montagu. The Consultants estimate 
that it will take 16 months after receipt of anproval 'by the 
Projects Committee of OB\I for work to commence. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.27 OF 1976 

3 HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, since there has been considerable controversy 
About the plans for the School, will the Honourable Vember 

been consulted before and who have representations before 
inform the House whether the interested parties who have 

are now satisfied completely with the plans for the School. 3 

HON .t W SERFATY 

The interested parties in the construction of the School. 
Yes, Sir. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

No, Mr Speaker, I am talking about the interested parties 
in the use of the School. 

i,'411 , EPEAKER 

No, no, let us not go into that, Mr Xiberras. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, I am asking that if Government intelhds to build 
3 the School there, are all the interested . . . . 



MR SPEAK] 

Still intends to build the School there. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Still intends to build the School there. The last I heard 
of ittbere were still certain representations to be made and 
the question I am asking is whether the Teachers Association 
Parents Association etc., are now satisfied with the plans 
so that the Minister should continue to build the School there? 

MR SPEAKER 

Not with the plans, but with the siting. 

HON A W SERFATY 

The teachers, from my information, have agreed to the new 
School going there. 

HON M XIBEPRAS 

Has the Honourable Member had anylast minute thoLlghts on the 
siting of the Comprehensive School since it hes come to my 
ears that an alternative site was consideree very recently. 

HON A W SERFATY 

Not as far as I am aware, Mr Speaker. This is a complete 
surprise to me. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, can the Honourable Member say what is the sortof 
timetable within which he expects construction to start and 
finish for the schools? 

HON A W SERFATY 

I think I have already answered that, Sir. Sixteen months 
after receipt of project approval. 4 

HON J BOSSANO 

I see. But, Mr Speaker, surely this is .not entirely correct 
because 'rill the Honburable Member not say that cyan if .he 1 

-4 

4 
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, _ 
were to( obtain project approval tomorrow for the Girls 
Comprehensive School, he would be unable to start work on 
it until he had obtained project approval for the Public 
Works Garage, constructed the Public Works Garage, moved out 
the people to the new one, and demolished the old one. 
Would he not say that that was the order of events and not, 
in fact, project approval? 

HON A W SERFATY 

The building is a pre-fabricated structure so I am not unduly 
worried about the fact. The Public Works Garage is bound to 
be approved long before the School by ODM. 

7 You still think that sixteen months from approval in spite of 
the considerations given by the questioner is right? 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, there is no logic to that, if the Honourable Member 
will allow me. Would he not agree that if he were to get 
project approval tomorrow for the School he would be unable to 
complete the work in 16 months? 

Th 
J HON A W SERFATY 

The project approval tomorrow for the School? I cannot 
envisage the possibility at all. 

3 HON J BOSSANO 

Alright, Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Member not agree that 
if he gets project approval in 3 months time . . . . 

MR SPEAKER 

You have answered that within 16 months of getting your approval 
you can construct the School. 

HON A W SERFATY 

Yes, Sir, so long as we get project approval for the Public 
Works Garage and Workshop before we get project approval for 
the School, 



4. 

.HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Member not agree that in 
order to be able to give a more realistic picture to the 
House of the time it is going to take, in fact, we should 
know how long he estimates it will be before the site will 
be available regardless of the project approval. This is 
the point that I am trying to make. . It appears to me, 
Mr Speaker, that from arguments that have been used previously 
by the Honourable Member, that it is a question of the 
construction of the Public Works Garage and the demolition of 
the old buildings that will decide the earliest possible 
starting date for the School, not the project approval. 

HON A W SERFATY 

Not necessarily, Mr Speaker, because the School is a very 
large school on a very large site and if it came to a pinch 
we could cut a hole in a wall on the garage and we could 
start work of the construction of the School. So it is not 
as complicated as the Honourable Leader of the Opposition is 
trying to make out. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Well, Mr Speaker, then perhaps the Honourable Member will 
agree that when he was using the reluctance of the workers 
of the garage to move elsewhere as an excuse for the dely 
of the School he was, in fact, falling into the 
misconstruction that he now appears to be wanting to accJse 
me of. Perhaps he will agree to that? 

HON A W SERFATY 

No, Sir. What we are trying is to build the Garage before 
we start work on the Comprehensive School but if there is 
clash and if one does not have to commence before the other 
there is always that solution. Cutting a hole in a wall, 
that is all it needs. 

HON J BOSSANO 

So the Honourable Member then will agree that if he has any 
problems with the siting of the Public Works Garage in the site 
he proposes that will not delay the School. 

HON A W SERFATY 

I hope I have had enough problems already and we have already 
found the solution. A decision ha. already been taken on the 
siting of the Garage and that is that, with all due respect. 



No.  g8  of 1.221(2) 01),A1, 

The Hon M Xiberras 

Will Government state what consultants fees are due in 
respect of the proposed building of the Girls Comprehensive 
School at Montague  and who is liable to pay this amount? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic Dqvelopment 

The professional fees payable to the Consultants are related 
to work involved up to the final scheme design stage and fees 
due to them for this work will amount to an estimated £100,000. 
These fees are being paid out of local funds on the acceptance 
by 0DM that the fees will be a charge against the overall 
project cost when the project receives final approval. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.28 OF 1976 

HON M XIBERRAS 

So I take it the 0DM will pay in the end? 

HON A W SERFATY 

Of course. 



No.29 of 19Z0 ?_)-• ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras 

Can Government say, in ,the light of the published city plans, 
what are its land requirements immediately and for the fullire 
and on what basis it intends to make representations to HH 
Government in this respect? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic Develo meat 

It is too early to say what are Government's land requirements 
in the light of the published City Plan since this has been 
published in the form of a Survey & Analysis for .public • 
examination. The report identifies the problems of housing 
transportations  etc. and points the way to the adoption of 
policies with a view to their solution. Publication is only 
a first step in the process of establishing the City Plan in 
its final form in the light of any revisions which may have to 
be made to the draft following representations from the 
general public who have been given an opportunity to study its 
contents as prescribed by law. The final planning scheme 17111 
then be used by the Development and Planning Commission and Ell 
public officers and bodies as standards for guidance in the 
exercise of any powers vested in them. With regard to the,  
policy to be adopted in regard to land surplus to defence 
requirements I can at present only at this stage refer the 
Honourable Member to the Vieffs expressed in my foreword to the 
Gibraltar City Plan. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.29 OF 1976 

HON M XIBERRAS 

I have read it with great interest, Mr Speaker, and all who 
have co—operated in producing this must be congratulated, if I 
may say so. But, Mr Speaker, is it not a fact that the City 
Plan says that some 51% of the usable land in Gibraltar is now 
in the hands of MOD, and does the Minister not recall, I think 
it was in 1973, 'the Chief Minister making an important statement 
at Budget time in respect of land requirements of the Government 
of Gibraltar, and would the Honourable Member not be able to 
state therefore what immediate needs the Government of Gibraltar 
has for this 51% of usable land at present held by MOD? 

HON A W SERFATY 

Let me try and remember if there are any immediate needs. For 
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example, there is an immediate need which I mentioned in. 
answer to a supplementary, for the use of a large number 
of containers in the port. That affects Ministry of 
Defence land. As regards housing there is no immediate 
need. There will be some need, but it is not immediate, 
for the eXtension of the Technical College in Queensway. 
There is an immediate need*there. The question of the 
land in Montagu Basin, that has already been solved. 
There is no problem in Town Range. There is no really 
immediate need and I stand to be corrected, but one of the 
immediate probleMs and I am talking of say 6 months time, 
is the question of space in the port for containers. 

HON M XIRERRAS 

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Minister say that that 
accords to the general spirit of the City Plan, the 
document itself, where a very big ,case is made for the 
devolution of land to the Government of Gibraltar? I - roald 
have thought, and the Minister will agree it is a recsonable 
assumption, that the Government of Gibraltar had a long list 
of land which it wished to acquire•. Is the Minister not'-
able to produce a comprehensive list of the immediate needb, 
or is he telling us that it is only in respect of container-
isation that we need land. 

HON A W SERFATY 

To try and produce right now a long list, as the Honourable 
Member puts,it, of immediate needs is not on. For example; 
if we need the stores at Queensway, the Cormorant site, the 
site around Governor's Cottage, these are not immediate needs. 
For example, the-one at Governor's Cottage if we require-it 
urgently to have a larger prison, then that might be an 
immediate need but not at the present moment of time. 

I might mention, if the Honourable Member will allow me, that 
we are now under discussion with the Ministry of Defence on 
the question of the Camber. That is another immediate need.  
I should have remembered, and there we are again in the 
difficulties of cost of reclaimed land and one thing and another. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Am I to understand from the Minister's answer that the only 
real immediate need in respect of land is land for container-
isation? 

HON A W SFATY 

And the Camber. 

4 
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HON M XIBERRAS 

And the Camber. Those are the only immediate needs? 

HON A W SERFATY 

Yes9  as far as I can remember now. 
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No.30 of 1976..(2). ORAL 

The Hon P J Isola  

Will Governbent state what shopping.and community facilities, with special 
emphasis on facilities Eor youth, will be available to residents of the 
Varyl Begg Estate, and will Government consult the Varyl Begg Tenants 
Association in this matter? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic Development  

The following facilities are or will be available at Varyl Begg Estate: 

4 shops 
an elderly persons' club 
a nursery and 
Playgrounds Eor young children. 

Accommodation has, in addition, been earmarked for a small chapel. It is also 
intended to make available premises for use as a tenants' social club 
if and when they become available. It is further hoPed that a slipway will 
be constructed in the future which will provide facilities'fOr repairs 
to small boats. 

Government welcomes the co operation of Tenants' Associations in general in 
this and other matters although it must be appreciated that there is a 
limit to what can be done in any particular case or estate. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.30 QF 1976 (4' 

HONP J 

Mr Speaker, I welcome part of the answer but I wonder what the Hon Menber 
means when he says that facilities for youth will be made avialable if and 
when premises become available. Is there a doubt then as to whether 
premises will be available for youth and does he not think it desirable 
that in an estate of the size of Varyl Begg it is important to have some 
sort of facilities for youth where they can get together and where their 
energies can be harnessed and developed? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

Of course, I don't want to hit at previous administrations but I don't think 
that the Varyl Begg Estate project could have wade allowances for some of the 
items the Hon Member has mentioned. The blocks have now been built and we 
have got to remember such things as space for car parking which is a serious 
problem. We have thought about the possibility iff a social club which might 
include facilities for youth. However, I cannot undertake at this moment 
of time when this will happen. Things are happening but not that fast. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I am disturbed again because the Hon Member says "which might 
include facilities for youth". Does he not consider it highly desirable 
that there should be facilities for youth,_ if_4PPessary in premises 
specifically set aside for that purpose?.._. 

HON A W SERFATY: 

This is highly desirable, of course, but apart from the money we must find 
the space and to what extent are we going to further limit space available 
for car parking. We have got to strike the right balance. I am fully 
aware of the fact that the youth should have a club -there but*I am faced 
with these difficulties of finding space for car parking. ' • 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Does the Minister not consider that the provision of amenities in the area is 
much more important than one or two or three car park spaces? Or is he 
doing to give priority to cars rather than individuals? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

Well, the previous administration did not make proper provision for car 
parking and we are going to. 

HON MAJOR R J PELILA: 

I think theAion Minister should say that Gibraltar has that estate thanks 
to the previous administration. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Will the Hon Member if I may assist him consider when looking at this problem 
the fact that in UK, for example, public buildings are used for more than 
one purpose and that it is not unknown for youth clubs to have schools in the 
evenings. 

HON A W SERFATY: 

I thank the Leader of the Opposition very much for that information. In 
fact there are other possibilities like building a youth club on stilts with 
car parking underneath. All these things are being considered. My 
professional background helps me in these things. 

( 
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) (—)
HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, can we have it that one way or another we are going to have 
these facilities at Varyl Begg at some tine? 

HON A 4 SERFATY: 

Not as a commitment at this moment of time, Mr Speaker. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Has the Varyl Begg Tenants Association represented that they would like to 
see youth facilities there? 

HON A dl SERFATY: 

Of course they would. 



No. 3)  of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon P g Isola  

Is it the intention of Government to implement the Report of the Select 
Comnittee on Air Communications and, if so, can Government state what 
progress has been made in this respect?, 

. 

Answer:  

The Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic Development  

Because Air communications is a non defined domestic matter it has to be 
discussed with the Foreign and Connonwealth Office and the report has 
already been referred to them. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO. 30 OF 1976 (2) 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Will the Hon. Minister be taking into account the fact that there is a lot 
of talk -that the flights are going to be reduced to six next slinner? That 
the number available t)  

MR SPEAKER: 

No,no, order. We are not going to discuss air flights. We are discussing a 
particular report and whether it is going to be made public. That is the 
only thing we are doing. 

p 

HON MAJOR R J 

Mr Speaker, isn't that report going to be utterly out of date if we don't 
take into consideration the fact that six flights, lets put it this way  

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not even discussing the validity or the iaport of the.repart. We are 
discussing the question whether it is the intention of Government to 
implement the report. 

HON MAJOR R J FEU/41: 

Is it the intention therefore to publish a report which is completely out of 
date? What progress has been made in respect ofthis report? I hope the 
Government is taking into account whether progress is going on i.e. the 
fact that it is intended to reduce the flights to six, that there will only 
be 215 seats for travel operators, that there are  
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MR SPEAKSR: 

No, no, order. I will not have that. 

HON A W SERFATY: 

May I put the Hon Member, Mr Speaker, at his ease by saying that we are 
very much concerned and in fact I have spent several hours at a meeting 
on Saturday afternoon  

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going to discuss airCiomMunicaiion8Under thiS—qUestion other than 
the report, 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Will the Minister not agree that in fact if we are to seek solutions to the 
long term problems dealing with air Communications, if we are going to have 
satisfactory air communications between Gibraltar and London and other 
pbaces, that it is important that the Foreign Office should be asked to 
consider this report and its implementation very, very quickly indeed if we 
are not going to be caught up in the sort of problems that Members here are 
only too much aware of? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

I entirely agree, Sir. We had a meeting here when it was accepted on the 
5th July and it was sent by the Chief Minister' to the—Governor nine days 
after 'that on the 14th July asking that the recouthendations should be 
favourably entertained so we shall have to.  press once again.- 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Could the Minister then express the sense of urgency of this House and could 
they please expedite. 

HON A W SERFATY: 

' Yes, Sir. 



No.32 of 1976 (2) ORLLL 

The Hon J B Perez  

Have the Government considered the proposals made by the Gibraltar Youth 
Association and the Youth and Careers Office as to the City Plan? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic Development  

Representations and proposals referring to the section covering Youth 
activities, Community Centres and Cultural Activities on page 119 of the 
Survey and Analysis report, Gibraltar City Plan, have been received by the 
Development and Planning Commission. 

The Gibraltar Youth Association submitted their representations and 
proposals in a letter dated the 10 November 1976 and the youth and Careers 
Office submitted their representations and proposals in a letter dated the 
12 November 1976. 

These are now being considered by the Development and Planning Commission. 



No.33 of 1976 ORAL 

The Hon B Perez  

Does GoVernment propose to merely organise a childrenlafair every year and 
not provide adult entertailnment of this nature? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Tourism, Trade and Econouic Development  

It is not intended to organise a fair next year either for children or for 
adults. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.33 OF 1976 

HON MAJOR R J PELI4A: 

It is certainly sad to hear that. We know that this Government can hardly 
organise anything. 

MR SPEAKER: 
• 

No, order, Order. I will not have Members speaking across the House. I Jill 
not have members getting up at question tine to make statements. 

HON MAJOR R J PELILA: 

Mr Speaker, since it is obvious that this Government finds it extrelaply 
difficult to organise anything.... 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, they have not said that. 

HON CHIEF MINISTSR: 

On a point of order, may I just point to the House that this Government has 
got the ability of being re-elected with a great majority. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Yes, but that is not a point of order. 

HON MAJOR R J PELILA: 

Mr Speaker, is it possible that a Government which is spending well over £llu 
or very nearly, a year, can't find it possible to organise a fair for the 
children of Gibraltar? gouldn't it be possible out of those Vim to put a 
little money aside to give the poor children of Gibraltar, many of whop can't 
afford to go abroad, to have a fair in Gibraltar. Isn't that deplorable? 
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HON A W SERFATY:
0 

It is deplorable, if the Hon :Member says so but you see one of the main 
factors of this difficulty is that the Government is not prepared for 
tombola stallholders to use paper tickets. It is as simple as that. 

HON M.4IBERRkS:- 

Mr Speaker,-is that -the-mole reason why Gibraltar won't have a fair this 
year? Mr 'Speaker, is the Government incapable of solving that problem? 
Is the.Minister no-t willing- to try? Is the Minister not.aware that there is 
considerable sympathy in Gibraltar: for the holding of this adult festival 
and fair, and will the_Hon Member please. weigh in the balance his bits of 
paper from tombolas and the desire of the people Of Gibraltar to have a 
regular fair and a good fair every year? 

HON A 41 ,ERFATY: 

I an afraid we have tried hard. I was the pioneer of post war fairs so 
think I know what I am talking about. Its virtually impossible unless we 
allow tombolas to use paper tickets to' organise a fair of any size. And 
let me telithis Honourable House that there are only two little roundabouts 

' one small dodgem cars and one small swing for children in Gibraltar now,, 
All the others have been disposed of by their owners. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Does not the Honourable Member believe that if this pOlicy continues there 
wouldn't even be a small roundabout for children? Would the Hon Member 
not reconsider his decision in the light of the views of Hon Members on 
this. side of the House? 

HON A 14 SERFATY: 

I an always prepared to reconsider any decision, of course I will, but I am 
not very optimistic about the results. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Would the Hon Member please consult and if necessary seek assistance of his 
colleagues on that side of the House? 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

4 

4 
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No.34 of 1976 (2). ORAL 

The Hon B Perez  

Did the MOD consult the Gibraltar Government prior to the recent aircraft 
landing charges increase? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic Development  

Yes Sir, and objections were raised. The Government was able only to delay 
implementation from October 76 to January 1977. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.34 of 1976 (2)  

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, has the Government made any representations as to any future 
consultation prior to the increase? 

HON A N SERFATY: 

We 'were given an opportunity to bellyache about it, if I nay use that word, 
but it is useless, Inflation is playing havoc. and other factors too, And 
may I add that the element of landing charges in the operation of a Trident 
Two is 2-% and the element of this increase is only 0.7/0. We have other ver7 
big problems in air communications, much bigger than that, and on of then is 
opening if necessary the airstrip at night after midnight. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

If the Hon Member will allow me to take up the last point. Surely he I.11. 
agree that the airlines have used the landing charges as part of their 
arguments pointing out. that -they:are twice as high as landing charges at 
nearby destinations. Will he admit that -that is the case? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

They use all kinds of arguments uany of which I don't believe, 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, but would the Hon Member not agree that it is somewhat farcical 
to find the Ministry of Defence, which is directly responsible to Her 
Majesty's Government, increasing landing:: charges and British Airways, which 
is owned by Her Majesty's Government using the increased landing charges as 
an argument for increasing their own charges? 



HON A W SERFATY: 

You are probably right. 

- HON MAJOR R J 

Mr Speaker, is it true that the landing charges here are twice as ouch than 
those of nearby airports? 

HON A M SERFATY: 

I don't think they are twice as much. Nothing like it. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, could I just ask the Hon Member whether in this process of 
consultation he was able to point out, or he took the opportunity to 4 
point out to the Ministery of Defence, that the percentage, ncrease that 
was being asked for was in fact in excess of the rate of inflation in 
Gibraltar? That in fact the increase. that_the NOD has brought about in 
landing charges is greater than the average increase that other products 
are being subjected to in Gibraltar. 

4 

HON A W SERFATY: 

Yes Sir, the increase has been of the order of ahout 3W, over a year. This 
has been pointed out. 

4 

HON J BOSSANO: 

And therefore, Mr Speaker, what explanation was given? Does the Hon Member 
accept that the Ministry od Defence is somehow being inflicted to a higher 
grade.of inflation than the rest of us? 

HON A 4J SERFATY: 

I cannot answer for the Ministry of Defence, Mr Speaker. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, what argument did the Ministry. of Defence use with tbe Hon 
Member to convince him that an increase of this size was necessary? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

Sir, they insist that they are necessary. 



No.35 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon J B Perez  

0 What effects do Government think the flight frequency reduction by British 
Airways will have on our tourist trade and on hotels in Gibraltar? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic Development  

The effects of British Airways' decision are very serious indeed especially 
as only 215 SGIT seats are being offered to tour operators in United 
Kingdom. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.35 of 1976 (2) 

'HON J B PEREZ: 

If that is the case, Mr Speaker, then it is very serious. Would Government 
state what policies they have taken to review the situation or to ameliorate 
the situation? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

The policy is that we must have more seats flying on the_route. It is as 
simple as that, 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

The Minister has been saying that for the last four years but what is the 
policy of the Government, what is he going to do about it? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

This is no laughing matter, Mr Speaker. This summer we have had ten flights 
) with over 500 SGIT seats. In the sunmer and even now - but the matter is not 

so serious in winter - we are having six flights with 215 seats, less than 
half. Of course I am fully aware tnd I am doing something about it. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, the question was, what steps are Government taking. 

HON A W SERFATY: 

At this moment of time I don't think I can give details of the steps I am 
taking. There are other people involved and I cannot. I don't think it 
would be in the public interest to do so. 



HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Is it right that the Minister is considering this now? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

Well, I've been haVihk. meeting'S. I had..-a.veKting on Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon. 

HON J ROSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member agree that the magnitude or the seriousness 
is that a number of hotels could well be put out of business if it is not 
possible to raise the number of available seats by next suilner? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

Yes, Sir. 

4 



ORAL 
NU.36 of 1976 (2)  

The Hon J B Perez  

Does Government believe that the 9% increase in air fares will have any 
detrimental effects on our Tourist Trade? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Tourism, Trade and Economic Development  

Increases in cost are never helpful to the tourist trade. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.36 of 197 (2) 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Wouldn't it be primarily detrimental to the tourist trade or to other 
consumers? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

We always go to the CAA in London to try and get the fare increases reduced 
as much as possible and we shall carry on trying but the ironical situation 
is that as a result of that success of ours and everybody who goes there to 
fight increases in fares, the airlines respond by reducing the frequency 
over *hich the CAA has no jurisdiction . 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are getting out of line. You are being asked whether the increase in 
fares would affect the tourist trade. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Is there any other group. of consumers which would be affected by this high 
percent increase more than the tourist trade? 

HON A 4 SERFATY: 

Not as far as I am aware. I am sure that the Gibraltarians who want to 
holiday in UK will also feel the pinch of course. 



ORAL 

The Hon B Perez 

Will Government be making any approaches to the British 
Government to subsidise British Airways on the Gibraltar Route? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism Trade and Economic Development 

Nog  Sir, not at present. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.37 OF 1976. 
3 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Would the Government consider not just British Airways but 
other airways that are coming to Gibraltar as a way of at 
least ensuring that we have more flights coming to Gibraltar 
since there appears to be no other way of stopping the 
increases or reducing the flights? 

HON A W SERFATY 

I have already said that the matter is under active 
consideration, very active. But that does not necessarily 
mean we are going to subsidise British Airways who made a 
profit of 225m this year. 

3 HON MAJG), 2 J PELIZA 

3 

I am not saying that we are going to subsidise British Airways. 
I am saying that ODA or whatever other agency in England is 
prepared to do it. If that were to be the policy of the 
Government that perhaps would bring more pressure on British 
Airways and other air'ljnes coming to Gibraltar to be more 
careful about their increases in price since there would be 
another interested party seeing to that as well as the 
Gibraltar Government. Could the Minister not give some 
consideration to that? 
HON A V SERFATY: 
There are maw ways of bringing pressure to the airlines. 

am A W sElipma 
You have been asked a question. You are being asked whether 
the Government is prepared to approach the British Government 
to subsidise other airlines for the purposes of flying to 
Gibraltar. Let us not lose sight of what we are trying to 
ask and what we are to achieve. 
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HON A W SERFATY 

Sir, the matter is still under consideration and it may not 
be a question of a subsidy, There are other solutions which 
I am sure the House will prefer. There are other solutions 
but I am not in a position to say what they are now. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Mr Speaker, in giving this matter consideration could the 
Minister bear in mind that Her Majesty's Government have 
suggested on their side that there should be subsidy of air-
lines in 19- 9. 

HON A W SERFATY 

It was the Civil Aviation Authority who mentioned the question 
of a subsidy. 

HON M XIBERRAS 

No, Mr Speaker, will the Minister bear in mind it was Her 
Majesty's-  Government that suggested this in December 1969. 

HON A W SERFATY 

Suggested what, Mr Speaker? 

HON M XIBERRAS 

That there should bo subsidy of the airlines. Now, I am not 
asking him to accept that argument but will he bear it in mind? 

HON A W SERFATY 

We will bear it in mind. 



No.38 of 1976 ORAL 

The Hon G T Restano  

0 Is Government satisfied with the state of our tele-communications with the 
outside world? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Municipal Services  

, No Sir. Insofar as telephone communications are concerned it has long been 
felt that-the'number of available circuits and' themethod of operation are 
inadequate to meet our needs. Constant efforts have therefore been made 
over the past two or three years (in collaboration with Cable and Wireless) 
to obtain from other administrations an increase in the number of circuits 
as well as semi-automatic methods of operation, to.improve the efficiency 
of these circuits. As 'far as the Gibraltar end is-concerned the necessary 
equipment is now ready for operation and we are waiting for other adminis-
trations to complete their arrangements. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.38 of 1976 

HON G T RESTANO: 

ghy only semi-automatic? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Do you mean semi-automatic internationally or locally? 

I) HON G T RESTANO: 

I am asking why it should be-semi automatic instead of automatic interna-
, tionally. 

D •. HON. MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

For automatic international subscribing you need automatic means of message 
recording for metering and we haven't. that available because we haven't got 
the automatic circuits from other administrations. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

From other administrations? Does this apply to telephone calls to the 
United Kingdom? 

HON MAJOR R J DELLIPIANI: 

Yes Sir. 



HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I am not quite clear on this Mr Speaker. There are two ends and there should 
be metering at both ends, is that right? The Hon Member referred to other 
parties and this is what I am trying to clear up. Perhaps the Minister 
could inform the House as to what he means by "metering at the other end" 
because I have .questions -t6 ask if the answer is not what I expect it to be. 

HON MAJOR F J•DELLIPIaNI: 

I repeat again Sir, a pre requisite for international subscriber dialling is 
an automatic means of message recording or.metering. If and when better 
communications are available with other administrations the introduction of a 4 
fully automatic international service, that is, international subscriber 
dialling, will be considered in the light of the resulting trial. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

What does the Minister mean by "other administrations". 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Well I can say three. Spain, Morocco and the United Kingdom. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Couldn't we establish it with the United Kingdom for the time being. Would,nt 
it be possible to make an arrangement where I think the greatest difficulty 
arises now. ]h Speaker, does not the Minister realises that sometimes 
particularly from the United Kingdom to Gibraltar it takes as much as two 
hours. Would that for instance be relieved with the new system that we are 
going to have, the semi-automatic, and is it possible to do the metering 
from the other end. 

HONK/W-013i. F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Saker, I insist again, we are prepared at our end to deal with bigger 
circuits and More circuits. 

MR SPEAKER: 

You are being asked a simple question. Is the fully international automatic 
sYstea not being implemented in Gibraltar due to the Gibraltar end or the 
oth0r end. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Lt is not up to us, Sir, it is up to the United Kingdom. To have a fully 
automatic system we need more circuits to justify the traffic. 

4 
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MR SPEAKER: 

Its at our end, in other words. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

It is still not clear, As I understand it we are going to have. Semi-automatic 
faitly soon from Gibraltar to the UK. And if we are going to have semi-
automatic it means as I understand-it,. that:an individual would be able to ask 
for a number from our exchange and the exchange would be able to dial 
directly to the number in the UK and that will speed traffic. 

MR SPEAKER: 

1)rder. Major Peliza will you ask for confirmation of what you have just said 
and then we know where we are. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: r  you 
I'll repeat the question of the semi automatic which/think is available-.... 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, no, you are being asked a simple question whether semi-automatic 
means that the subscriber will be able to telephone the local exchange and 
the local exchange will be able to dial thenumber of the person being called. 
Is that correct? ? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Sir, we have that equipment in Gibraltar and it will be installed-when other 
administrations are able to comply with our requirements. : 

3 HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Just on that point alone and as regards the-United Kingdom, can the Minister 
give us an indication as to when this is likely to Moen. I am talkingnow 
about traffic between Gibraltar and the UK and then I'll come to the other one. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I have no idea at the moment. The United Kingdom is not my. responsibility, 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Can the Hon Mini ter then say whose responsibility it is? Is he-dealing with 
thi q  matter and lbJ the person who has got to try and get the United Kingdom 
to install the metering or whatever it is at the other end? 
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HON MAJOR F J PELLIPIANI: 0 

The GPO in the United Kingdom. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

-Is it the responsibility of the'Foreign and Commonwealth Office is that the 
responsible department at the moment? Could we put some pressure somewhere 
else about this:if it slows down7 

MR SPEAKER: 

In other words what you are being asked is what is Government doing to urge 
the GPO in London to implement the semi-automatic system? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Ve are trying constantly all the tine but it so happens that the United 
Kingdom circuits with Gibraltar are by-passed through other countries. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is it not possible to by-pass through Morocco instead of through gpain? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

The biggest problem, and I didn't want to say this in public, is Morocco. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Sir, would it be true to say that the other way i.e. UK-Gibraltar is the same, 
that there is• no technical problem other than an administrative problem of 
getting the OK? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I.agree with you, Sir. That is what I said at the beginning. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Has the Hon Member indicated, in fact, in his last answerthati, isn't purely 
a technological problem involving the GPO but rather a political problem of 
the repercussions on the attitudes of  

MR .SPEAKER: 

N4 I think what has been said is that the delay in installing the semi-
automatic system between the United Kingdom and Gibraltar and vice versa 
is being held up pending administrative authority from the persons on whom 
we have to rely for installing the system. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

But, Mr Speaker, the Hon Memberls  said that the biggest probleu at the 
moment here is Morocco, is that correct? 

MR SPEAKER: 

To obtain administrative consent from Morocco. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

And therefore I am asking vin whether there is an indication here that the 
delay might be more  

MR SPEAKER: 

No, you might ask a question as to whether Government have any knowledge about 
the reasons for the delay. 

HON MAJOR F J DI UIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker when we are talking about administrations, and I mentioned Morocco 
it is a delay on equipment on their part. 

HON 11 XIBERRAS: 

Am I right in say8ng then that there is generally agreement to the 
introduction for the use of this machinery which is here in Gibraltar and that 
the delay is in fact in the acquisition of the equipment by the other side, 
that is, Morocco. Is that the difficulty? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

That is correct. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Its purely not a question of a dispute on principle, Mr Speaker, it is a 
question of a delay in the Moroccan Authority obtaining the equipment and we 
can hope to see the semi automatic dialling in the not too distant future 
or as soon as the Moroccans obtain the equipment? 

JON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

That is correct Sir. 

D 

D 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, when can we expect to have automatic dialling on the telex 
system? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I need notice of that question, Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Surely that is telecommunications, Mr Speaker. 

MR SPEAKER: 

You are being told that the Minister needs notice of the question. 



No.39 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

Will Government state, in the light of the City Plan, whether it will be 
feasible in the foreseeable future to move the facilities now available at 
St Bernard's Hospital to the Naval Hospital? 

Answer:  
4 

The Minister for Medical and Health Services  

I can say in this respect that discussions on this,subject have been oing 
on at different levels for the past year or so, Whether or not it is 
feassible for a merger to take place in the foreseeable future is a matter 
of conjecture as to whether negotiations can be successfully finalised. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.39 OF 1976. 

HON M XIBERBAS: 

Mr Speaker will the Hon Member bear in mind that I did not say merger, I was 
thinking of the moving of facilities from one place to another. has discus-
sion been going on about this as well? 

HON A P IIONTEGRIFFO: 

This is what I meant by merger, that eventually I myself belive and I think 
the House would agree with me, that the ideal. site to have oneunified 
hsopital is in the Naval Hospital and it is on this channel that we are 
discussing but discussions are still taking place. 

HON M XIBERBAS: 

Am I to understand then that the point of view of the.Minister in these 
negotiations, these discussions, is that the present St Bernard's hospital 
should either be reduced drastically or even cease to exist as a hospital 
and that the facilities should be moved over to the Naval Hospital? 

HON A P NONTEGRIFFO: 

What I am saying is that if all goes well, and let me tell you that they 
assume that it will take five years if and when we come to an agreement 
before the move could be madeVaamgainst taking it piecemeal for the very 
simple reason that you will have half of a hospital working in St Bernard's 
subjected to vandalism in that part which is empty and at the same time 
having to keep at a very high cost the basic facilities for the few patients 
that remain, so we are aiming at doing it at one go if the whole thing goes 
through. 
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HON M XIBERRAS: 

.Just before the election, I would imagine. Mr Speaker. Would the• Hon 
Member not,  agree that with the five years.  before him - if he is still in the 
post, Mr Speaker - would the Hon Member not agree that there- is ample tine 
for consultation faith Hon MemberS on this side of the House on this very 
important matter involving certainly the biggest chunk of our medical 
services? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

I would say, Sir, that if anything.concrete develops I would certainly bring 
it to this House before any final decision is taken. 

HON M XIBEERAS: 

I am grateful for that reply, Mr Speaker, but will the Hon Member inform the 
House whether in connection with the possible transfer of site or merger, as 
he has called it, he is also discussing conditions for a merger proper? 

HON A P.MONTEGRIFFO: 

Yes Sir, all this has been discussed with the primary view in that 
whatever we do it is not at the expnese of the Gibraltar community suffering. 

HON M XIBERRAS: • 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member not agree that consultations with this side 
of the House should take place in the not too distant future in view of the 
fact that discussions have been progressing now for a year? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

'Sir I am afraid the MOJ consider that for the moment the discussions should 
be held on a confidential basis and the reasons were, because they Mere 
informal talks, to prevent raising false hopes so that if agreement was not 
reached no grounds could be given to anybody to pick up on any particular 
point of disagreement to create ill-feeling - we have had enough of that 
already - and, thirdly, that even if the two parties that are now discussing 
were to agree, the agreement is subject to the agreement of other 
ministries concerned. But I can assure the House that whenever anything 
takes concrete shape I would not move before the thole thing is brought to 
the notice of the House. Lean assure the House that the Gibraltarian commun-
ity is uppermost in our minds. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, will the Hon Member bear in:mind that this;, if it is achieved, 
would be a very important step in the development of the medical services and 
that I certainly wish him luck on this matter. 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

Thank you very much. 

0 



No.40 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

Will Government state whether there is a shortage of nursing staff at 
St Bernard's Hospital? 

Answer:  

The. Minister for Medical and Health Services  

The usual endemic shortage of nursing staff exists at St Bernard's Hospf_i;a1., 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.40 of 1976 (2) 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, is the Minister not aware of a recent communique by members 
Mf AATSS representing nurses that there was quite a serious shortage c7 
over a long period, of time? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

No, Sir, this is not correct. Up to September we were in one of those 
fortunate positions where we only had half a body short. Some ueubers 
opposite will wonder which part of the body was the one that was short:, buy 
it is only because we take part-timers that you.pay get ai people not 
working full tine and really the'Shortages came about .some time towards -̀ ho 
end of September. SV  the end of October we were 12 short and then In 
November 25i. And the reasons are obvious Sir, We get during the slimier 
months quite a number of students who come over and take jobs in the hospi-
tal and then we are full up and then suddenly the numbers come down when they 
go away. But I would like to mention that with the recruiting that is gojnE 
on all the time we have had a number of people, about 20, most of whom have 
been taking their general knowledge examination during the last 4 or 5 

ieks and we have get 20 down who will then ba subject to a selection board 
reason why at tnis sta3e we have not thou tt it wise to call  

1C-rd Jid I uculd like to _entiom tILA a L.ave• .0 r0c-:. 
uLok ie the onvironental climate at the maL:ent is not ' 

correct ono, and secondly bucuuou Ja4:.0 of they: illve expressed the view tha: if tkey are to cone in they would rather do it after Christnas 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

411ould the Minister agree that there is a serious shortage of midwives? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

No, Sir, none at all. The two midwives that we were short of have now come f: 
from the UK and the Union were very nice about it and they accept to tali-: 
these two sisters supernumerary to our requirements because they were 
specifically to do midwifery. So now we are fully staffed. 
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HON DR R F VALARINO: 

Sir, how long are these midwives coming for? 

HONA P MONTE,GRIFFO: 

For as long as they will not deprive the Gibraltarians when they are 
qualified of becoming one. There may be a period when there may be 
overlapping but immediately ours boge back they are being taken in such a 
way that they will phase out and ours will take over but there may be a 
period of overlapping, two.or three months, perhaps. 

C 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Sir, what is Government doing to obtain local midwives? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

We are constantlySending them to 
they are there and take their SRN 
woN't take their midwifery and it 
being without a sister as such or 
problem. 

be trained, but it so happens that once 
then many of them return and say they 
is a question of sacking them and then 
retaining'them and putting up with the 

C 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, am I not rgiht in saying that in the recent dispute that there 
was  

MR SPEAKWR: 

You must be careful because you have got another question on this matter. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

I am talking about the figures for the shortage of nUsesjps it not something 
like fourteen short? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFF°: 

No, Sir, I am afraid they are only 254. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

No I am saying that the union side  
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MR SPEAKER: 

The Minister cannot be asked to confirm what the unions say. you have 
asked whether there is a shortage of nursing staff. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

I can see that the hospital is fully staffed in sumner, Mr Speaker. I Dfl 
talking about this statement that has been made and I was going to ask the 
Minister whether it is not a matter for concern for him that this figure 
should have When quoted. 

HON,A P MONTEGRIPFO: 

It is and I confirm those figures, Sir. There are 25 Junior Nurses and 
there are 16 Staff Nurses but there is nothing you can do about it because 
staff nurses are recruited from the people who are coming from below and 
this year the number of staff nurses are higher because Staff Nurses are 
then promoted to Sisters and thanks God the Complemelit of Sisters is couplote  

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mi Speaker, I am worried about the apparent•discrepanci betWeen the 
Minister's answer and the figuresquoted by the nurses. Am I to take it then 
that all in all there was a shortage of some 40? 

HON .k P MONTEGRIFFO: 

There are a shortage of 40 but as regards the 16 Staff Nurses these vacancies 
are normally filled by recruitment from the junior grades when these Livalify 
and obtain registration. This is therefore a gradually reducing number. 

HON. M XIBERRAS: 

So its more an apparent shortage, the Minister is saying, than a real 
shortage. 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

It would be unfair to say there is an apparent shortage, it is a shortage. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Well, Mr Speaker, my next question is, does this shortage, real or apparent, 
put any more strain on the nursing staff at the hospital? 
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HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

It must certainly put some strain and more overtime, of course. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

The nurses were in fact saying that they were doing very well because they 
were coping nth the shortage that there was, so it does put greater str_An. 
• I would ask the Minister also what the average shortage is over a poriotl of 
'time. 

HON A P MONTrARIFFOP 

Usually one can say that during the year on an average it is about 10 or 12 
of the junior nurses and the staff nurses vary. Foirexample, by July we 
ought to have 7 less vacancies when-the promotions take place. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, is there a great deal of wastage in the sense of people leaving 
the job and is this the cause of the shortage? 

HON,A P MONTEGRING: 

Yes, there is a complete drain, people cone in and then the boyfriend does 
30t like her being onduty at night, and so on and so forth. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Bir Speaker, is it possible that the.so called shortage is aggravated by 
nurses having in some cases to do jobs that normally would be done by 
Doctors because, in fact, there is a need for more doctors in the hospital? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

No Sir, I don't think there is. We have got a full establishment of doctors 
and in fact we have one too many at the moment.. 

HON MAJOR R J EWLIZA: 

I as not talking about the establishment. It is whether in fac t the 
establishment is too low? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

No I don't think so, Sir, that hasn't been brought to my notice. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

I would like to ask the Hon Member whether he is making any sort of concerted 
effort in the recruitment of school leavers for nuses because there is 
apparently quite a lot of difficulty in finding employment for school 
leavers. 

HON A V MONTEGRIFFO: 

That is how we do it. The recruitment is carried out in liaison between the 
hospital authorities, and the Careers Officer and the Schools. Volunteers 
are sent up by the schools, we also go to the Schools, we talk to the j.rls 
and that is how we got the 20 girls we have in our books at the radiant. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Could I ask the same question in respect of nurses as my Hon and Gallant 
friend asked in respect of doctors. Is the Minister satisfied with the 
establishment of nurses, i.e. that the number is adequate? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

3 The full establishment is adequate. 

3 

3 



No.41 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

Will Government make a statement to explain the disconcerting public 
disagreement between the administration and nurses at St Bernard's 
Hospital regarding nursing standards there? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Medical andilealth Services  

The industrial Action taken by the Nursing Grades some seven weeks ago 
took the form of the staff refusing to wear uniforms whilst on duty. The 
non-wearing of uniforms must be regarded as a lowering of accepted 
nursing standards as it can lead to the risk of cross infection as well 
as causing confusion to patients and visitors. 

Clearly in the seven weeks in which this action was continued these 
standards continued to deteriorate and the reasons for the advice given by 
the Consultants to the Government was to avoid unnecessary risks to the 
public. 

I should make it clear that the phrase 'deteriorating nursing standards' 
used in the Press Release issued bn the 23rd. November 1976, referred only 
to the risk of cross infection and to thecaUsing of confusion to patients 
and visitors and the settling of a very poor example to the junior staff, 
the consequende of which will be a lowering of accepted medical discipline. 
At no time has it been suggested that there has been any slackening off 
of the nursing staffs' interest in their work or in their customary 
devotion to duty and the welfare of the patients under theircharge. I au 
informed that, in spite of existing difficulties, both the doctors and, the 
nursing staff are giving pf:their best in the interests of the paitients. 

I should therefore like to take this opportunity to call on.all concerned, 
in a spirit of cooperation, and in the general interest to forget their 
past differences andenable formal negotiations to continue with a view 
to resolving .a number of issues which still remain. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO. 41 of 1976 (2) 

BON k XIBERRAS: 
A view Mr Speaker, which I share entirely and that is why I am asking this 
question because it was disconcerting public disagreeMent. Mr Speaker, 
could the Minister say or assure the public that in fact those standards 
of nursing which generally affect the wellbeing of patients, in other words 
the safety of the patient, were not at risk. 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

I entirely endorse the Hon Member's remark and I share those views. 
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HON M XIBERRAS: 

iould the Hon Member not then say that the statement made on behalf 
of the Government was disconcerting to members of the Public? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

Not quite. Sir. I think one has got to live in the hospital to find out what 
was going on. t wouldn't like after the last reuark I have made to enumerate 
the number of things that have given rise to unfortunate anxiety to patients, 
to staff, todUAALP4tals.- generally, and I would rather end on that happy 
appeal that the-aoctorb-andithe-nurses should gettoether:and sort their 
differences without in anY way affecting the running of the hospital. 

HON M XIBERRaS: 

I have no doubt the Hon Member would but perhaps he might be better advised 
not to have allowed this public release to have come from the Government in 
tae first place. Now that it has been made, Mr Speaker, could I ask the 
Hon Member whether he was a party to it. 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

I was a party to it in the sense that the communique was brought to me. After 
and following some representations made by other bodies, the doctors and 
the senior people in the hospital found that it was very difficult tor then 
to. keep up with discipline, it was very difficult for them to open the. 
,intensive care unit, it was very difficult fore them to see nurses going_in 
and other senior nurses bringing them out. All this was going on to the 
detriment of the patients and I had one patient in my office who came to me 
and told me: "Look, I was asked to undress from the waist upwards and sud-
denly I found somebody with a red jersey and blue 'jeans and I was embarrassed 
probably it might have been a nurse but this is not on". It happens in 
other Spheres but I wouldn't like to carry on enumerating. I think that we 
all want to see normality restored and I hope that after the words that 
have been expressed in this House this will happen. I can assure the Hon 
Memberi and I say this not bedause I ark in this side of the House, I will 
always say_it wherever I am - that I have got a very soft spot for the 
nurses but there are things which I cannot agree with in the way they have 
tackled it. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, without in any way expressing a view about the industrial 
action of the,nurses, may I ask the Minister if as he has now stated the 
actual nursing standards those pertaining to the safety of the patients 
were not in any way at risk, why as I understand it the Government also 
said at the same time that.  hey would be reducing the intake of patients 
to the hospital. 
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HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

No, Sir, I never said that there wasn't a risk to the patients. I think I 
have made it quite clear that there was a risk to the patients and that is 
why they decided not to take - and some of the Hon Members here will know 
more than I do about these technical phrases - they were not prepared to 
take cold cases to avoid infection because we had already some infection 
going on. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member linke sure that the nursing staff understand 
the position as it has been explained now without in any way prejudu;ing the 
claim which is before the hospital or the Government in any way? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

It has been explained to them on umpteen occasions and in fact one of the 
executives of the union was quite clear that it was his view that the nurses 
should be wearing uniform. I have tried my best to explain it to then, to 
explain it to other members of the Union, to meet people at 10.30 a.m. on 
a Sunday to try and get them together to solve their industrial problem. 
I can assure you that this tine it hasn't been left pending to see what 
happens. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member inform the House of what the actual situa-
tion is now. What stage has heen reached. 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

On what? 

HON N XIBERRAS: 

On the matters that occasioned this public disagreement. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, no, we are not going to go into the industrial dispute. We have gone 
intcrlivery thing to do with the statement itself and the disconcerting public 

disagreement but no more. We are not going to go into the merits of the 
c laim. 
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HON M XIBaRAS: 

Would the Hon Member say whether this disagreement continues? 

HON AP MONTEGRIFFO: 

I don't )Know really what they are disagreeing about, bedause lets face it, 
the original claim for double time- on. 8unday was proved to be... 

MR SPEAKER: 

Let us not go into that. Next question. 
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No.42 of 1976(2) ORAL 

The Hon Dr R G Valarino 

Does Government propose to stop routine primary smallpox vaccination 
of all children, as has been done in the United States and the United 
Kingdom9 Does Government intend to introduce BCG Vaccination and 
Immunization against measles? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Medical and Health Services  

Yes Sir. Draft legislation has already been agreed to by Council of 
Ministers for the abolition of compulsory routine primary smallpox vaccina-
tion of all children. 

Consultations are in progress at the moment with the Department of Health 
and Social Security in the United Kingdom and the World Health Organisation 
on the subject of BCG vaccination and immunisation against measles and 
subject to whatever advice is received it is proposed to introduce those 
procedures in Gibraltar. 

2) 

2) 



No.43 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon DrRiGValarino  

DOes Government believe in the need for a, District Community Physician? 
And if so, does Government intend recruiting one? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Medical and Health Services  

Government does not at this stage include in its programme the recruitment 
of a District Community Physician. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.43 OF 1976 (2) 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Does Government know the functions of a District Community Physician? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

Yes Sir. 

HON DR RG VALARINO 

Could we please hear them? 

MA SPEAKER: 

No, that is outside the orbit of the question. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Could the Hon Member say why it is not intended to recruit a District 
Community Physician? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

The reason why we are not contemplating at this stage engaging a District 
Community Physician is in that the. last 2 or 3 years we have introduced 
a number of radical steps in the Medical Department, they are still suffering 
from organisational problems and we would rather put them right before we 
launched ourselves into a new venture. 

HON DR4GVALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, are these administrative problems that the Minister speaks about 
precisely because there isn't a District Community Physician? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

I au afraid that that may be his judgement, it is not mine. 
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HON DR R G VALARINO: 

A district community physician is a full time'adminlstrator. Could I ask 
the Minister who is at preaent.administering the hospital and is it a full 
tine job? 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

A community physician. is not in ,a/1 adminitrator, to 
start uith. The present administrator of the hospital is the Director of 
Medical and Health Services. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Could I ask the Minister how much the Director of Medical and.Health 
Services gets for his advice as adoinistrator? what proportion of his 
salary? , 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

Its a composite salary. He gets £7,000 odd under Morgan. 

MR SPEAKSR: 

No, you are being asked what proportion of his salary is attributable to 
this particular work. 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

Its not a question of a proportion, there is no breakdown. His salary 
covers all his duties. 

HON DR RGVALARINO: 

As far as I can see from the estimates, he gets £300 a year for his advice 
to Government. Am I right or am I wrong? 

'HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

He is getting V,000, I think exactly the-same as any other head of 
department. That is what he is getting now. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

He is getting £300 above a hospital consultant. £300 for the job he is 
doing. 

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: 

Not quite. 



No.44 of 1976 (?) ORAL 

The Hon G T Restano  

when will those families still airing in Nissen Huts at Catalan Day be 
re-housed in: adequate accommodation? 

3 Answer:  

The Minister for Housing and Syort, 

The families who occupy Nissen Huts at White Rock Camp were accommodated 
there in May 1976 for their own safety, because the building they occupied 
in the village was in a dangerous state of. collapse. :it"is not yet known 
when the next development programme at Catalan Bay'Village will take 
place. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.45 OF 1976 (2) 
3 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I. think that is a'VbrIli unsatisfactory answer, "it is not yet 
known when the next development will take place". Does. the Minister not 
consider that in today's day and age it is deplorable for families to be 
living in Nissen Huts? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I concur fully, it may be deplorable but at the moment-We'dpn't know 
exactly when the next developgent programme at Catalan. 11;,J7 wili tAko DlAn. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, may I ask when will. Government be in a positiori' o !say when this 
new development will take place? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I would assume that Government will be in a position to answer this 
question more specifically after development aid talks take placein London 
which will be, I think, sometime next year. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, are the houses that were in an unfit state for living . being 
left as they are? 

3 
HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, Sir, the houses where these people were residing have been rendered 
completely unfit and they All be demolished. 
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HON GT RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker could the Minister say when they will be demolished? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Again, Mr opeaker Sir, it would depend entirely on the demolition prograuue. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, are any of these families living in Nissen Huts at Catalan 
Bay, those who either moved into the Nissen huts sometime last year, I 
believe  

HON SPEAKER: 

No, the Minister has said that they are the people who were decanted from 
unsafe houses in May 1976. 

HON 14 XIBERRAS: 

Am I to take it that these are the only families concerned? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, Sir, there are I think two families that I can recall who have been 
living in the Nissen huts before the others moved in. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

And the sane action is proposed in respect to these two families as to 
the other families the Minister has referred to? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I think the Hon Member well knows the circumstances of the other two 
families. It will be a question of how one rehouses these two families. 
It is a question of dialogue between the Catalan Bay Committee which do 
their own housing allocation. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

They do their own housing allocation? 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Well, Catalan Bay have their own point system within the Village Council. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, isn't one of these two families we are down to now, one in which 
there was a court case and in fact there was an undertaking by the Minister 
to re-accommodate as early as possible? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Yes Sir, I didn't like or didn't want to define a particular family or 
either of the families or both of these families. I think when the tine 
comes due consideration bill be given to every specific cage living at 
White Rock Camp. 

2) 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Am I to take it then that this particular family will be re -acconuodted 
ahead of the others? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Well, that I cannot say, Sir. It depends entirely on what accommodation 
comes up and when. 

2)
HON M XIBERRAS: 

And if so, is it Government'S intention to re-accommodate these families 
within Catalan Bay, or outside? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, experience has shown in Catalan Bay that tho6 e residents. of Catalan 
Bay prefer to take up accommodation within Catalan Bay although several 
of them as we know have Roved into other estates. We do our utmost to try 
and rehouse them if possible within Catalan Bay. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Was there any time limit on this particular family being re-accomnodated? 

HON N.J ZAMMITT: 

Not that I can recall, Sir. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, is_tbA.Minister saying that for the time being there is no 
provision at all for those families in Nissen Huts to be moved out? 

HON H J ZAMMITT:.  

Not at the moment,.Sir. We certainIT:intend to demolish the eld building 
at Catalan Bay as quickly as possible and subsequent upon that we intend 
to build something there but I just can't say when we will be able to do so 
and they will be rehoused the moment that we are able to construct adequate 
accommodation for them. 

HON M XIBERRAS: " 

Mr Speaker, then the Government is using these Nissen Huts. as.a decanting 
area? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I don't think one should classify that as..a decanting area. The Nissen 
Huts we have at Rock Camp have always been used by Catalan Bay people when 
they have had severe problems in the village. It wouldn't be a decanting 
centre in the general interpretation of a decanting centre but it has been 
used on more than one occasion for shuffling people around within the Catalan 
Bay development. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, is it not to be inferred from the answer. that if the recommenda—
tion of the majority of families. will. depend on the development. talks to 
be held at sometime in the future it'is likely. therefore that. Nissen 
huts will continue to be used in the way they are being used now for at 
least another three years? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I dan't"look into - the future, d wish I could, Ican't really 
say Sir, it would depend entirely on the circumstances at the tiue. I think 
we would all like to get rid of the Nissen huts. I think it is unsightly 
just to have them there. 

HON- G T RESTANO: 

I think the Minister has used the tern "as soon as possible". Perhaps he 
might like to clarify what he means by "as soon as possible". 4 

HON H J ZAMMITT: • 
Sir, as soon as possible means as soon as we can go to Britain, provide 
them with our development progranne for the next 3 dr 4 years and get on 
with the job. 

4 

4 

4 

4 

1 



No.45 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

Will Government state whether it is prepared to give the GASA financial techni 
cal and any other aid that might be necessary in the Association's endeavour 
to construct a swinning pool and will Government further state on what site it 
is prepared to allow construction? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Housin; and Sport  

Sir, no approach to Government has been made by GASA for financial, technical 
or any other aid that might be necessary in the Association's endeavour to:  
construct a swinning pool of tte:::, own, nor has a site for construction been 
requested. 

If and when GASA decide to approach Government, consideration will be given to 
their requests. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.45 of 1976 

HON N LIBERRAS: 

mould Government nevertheless view, in view of the repretentations which I am 
making novi4 would it view favourably an approach of the kind described? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, GASA's request would have to be viewed in conjugintion with any future 
provision of recreation facilities at Montagu Basin which will incorporatela 
swimming pool for use by the whole community. 

HON X XIBERRAS: 

In view of the very special and exceblent work which is done by members of GASA. 
in raising $oung swimmers, would the GoVernment nevertheless not be-able to 
commit itself to certainly initiating talks with GASA in respdct of the 80-cining 
Pool that they have planned? 

HON II J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, firstly I think it would have been GASA —to have approached Government uhich 
to this day has not been done. Secondly, Government will always consider• 
representations made by any association as we have done in the past. 

HON N LIBERRAS: 

In the event of such an approach being made, and I am sure that it will, would 
Government consider such questions as siting? 

D 



2. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, we would certainly but there-are more-than one probleu to be looked 
not just a site., 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Would the Hon Member bear in mind when he is approached, however, that the 
GASH have had an abiding interest -in swimming over the years and it is they 
more than anybody else who have contributedte_the rather extensive popularity 
of the sport and the betterstandards. that are being achieved day by day. 
Would he bear that in mine 

HON H S LAMMITT: 

Sir, I always bear that in mind and I praise GASH highly for what they have done. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Would the Hon Member not agree that there is room for an Association such as 
this kind which is personally ddvoted to raising swingers and the standard of 
swinning, that there is room for such an association to have special facilities 
in respect of swimming in Gibraltar, something, akin to the Sandpits Tennis 
Club. There is another question tabled and the Minister has already an 
indication of how he is going to answer that. Therefore, I am askin whether 
the Minister indeed feels that GASA does deserve some sort of treatment such 
as was given to Sandpits or was given in respect of the basket ball court.to  the 
Babketball Association. 

HON H J AAMMITT1 

Sir, I am afraid that the lionMember may be rather confused. In the case of 
Sandpits, money was given by Government with a proviso that Membership would 
not be restricted. In the case of basketball it was a question I think of the 
Rotary Club that provided money for the construction of the basketball pitch. 
However, Sir, in any aspect where public money is given to -any Association for 
use of facilities, one would .have to be very careful about providing money for 
a facility for the exclusive use of that particular assocaition fir organisation. 
However, I don't want to dwell into that at this stage Sir, but it is a matter 
that would have to be considered. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

AM I to take it, therefore, Mr Speaker, that if the approach from Gila. is made 
conditional on the public having some access to the swimming pool then the 
Minister would consider the request more favourably? 



LION H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I think I ought to declare that the one sport that I do know sumethin• 
about definitely is swinuing and I think in admiring GASAls efforts for sternly.; 
work over many years, I personally feel it would be a waste of money for the 
construction of a swinning pool that would not be used all the year round. The 
construction of a pool involving public expenditure that could only be used .  • 
during the sun er months would to me be something like the Nuffield Swiuning 
Fool which lies dormant from the end of September to the end of April or ilay. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

will the Hon Member please take note that in fact the plans which GAaL teuta-
tiveLy have would meet that condition of extended use ofthe pool other than the 
sumer season and would the Hon Member however before taking a decision tihich 
would exclude any Government help to GASA in this respect, make sure that there 
is a meeting between himself and the affected party bearing in mind that G41,6A 
is the representative association of swinping in Gibraltar. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I can assure the Hon Member that relations between the Minister and GASA are 
excellent. I have to this day and I am still waiting for GASA to nake some 
approach to me, Sir. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Uould the Hon Member nevertheless give that assurance to me, that he will consult 
I) GASA on this matter. 

HON H J ZAM1vIITT: 

Sir, I think GASA should consult me in all modesty. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

tell it depends, Mr Speaker, whose modesty we are talking about kr Speaker, 
would the lion Member not agree that if he does have any other plans which 
eight conflict with GASAls, it is only fair that he as Minister responsible 
should consult the interested association? 

HON H J LAMMITT: 

Sir, I can assure the Hon Member opposite that for a number of years I have been 
telling GASA of my intentions. 
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HON M XIBERRkS: 

Would the Hon Member give me an assurance nonetheless, Mr Speaker, 
that he will consult GASA? 

LION II J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I can assure the Hon Member that I have consulted GAS11. in the 
past. 

1 



No.46 of 1976 ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

Will Government make a statement as to the number of flats at Varyl Begg 
Estate which are still not fit for allocation? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Housing and Sport  

Of the flats which Government has taken, over at Varyl Begg Estate there are 19 
which are unfit for allocation. 

SUPkLEMENTARY TO NO.46 OF 1976 (2) 

HON M 4IBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, of the flats that have actually been taken over and•.'I take it 
that these 19. are the only ones that have been completed? 

HON H J 4AMMITT: 

Sir, I am afraid I don't understand. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, there might be more which have been completed but have not been 
taken over. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

That's right. That is so, Sir. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

So there are 19 in all. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, Sir. Nineteen that are unfit for allocation of those that we have already 
accepted. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, ray question is the number of flats that are completed in fact. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, the flats we haven't taken over we certainly can't allocate. 

I) 
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MR SPEAKER: 

No, but you may have the knowledge as to whether there are some flats which have 
not been handed over to Government and if they were handed over. to Governtiont 
they would not be fit for allocation. That is what you are being asked. 

dON H J ZAMMITT: 

To an extent yes, Mr Speaker. But Government cannot accept responsibility of 
not allocating a flat at VaryI Begg which one hasn't accepted. I au really 
spelling out here the number of flats that we•have accepted and that we find 
unfit to allocate. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, are there any flats which the Minister has not accepted because he 
knows they are not fit for allocation? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

well, Sir, there are four blocks at Varyl Begg which we have not accepted, 
which come to 130 flats. 

BON J BOSSANO: 

Is the Hon Member then saying that there are four blocks that he hasn't 
accepted because all the flats in them are not in a fit condition to be 
allocated? 

HON II J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, we have four blocks there which are not fit to be taken over at this staje. 

HON M XIDERRAS: 

AM I to take it then, Mr Speaker, that the answer to my question is that there 
,are some 130 flats which are completed but cannot be allocated because they are 
not fit for allocation? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

That is not quite so, Sir. The four blocks-would comprise, ,some 130 flats, 
roughly, all of which are not unfit. The fact that there are some that leaVe 
much to be desired prohibits Government from accepting these flats. 

HON M .KIBERRAS: 

I am trying to establish Mr Speaker, how many flats should have now come on to 
the market, as it were, for allocation. 
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0
MR SPEAKER: 

What the Hon Minister issaying is that the fact that they have been unable to 
accept the four blocks which he mentioned doesn't necessarily mean that all the 
flats in these blocks are unfit for allocation, but if they had been accepted 
they would prejudice their case. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

I an trying to find out how ImanSi flats there are going to be in the iuLaediate 
future for allocation and at what stage in the pipeline they area  So would the 
lion Member say whether this figure of 130 plus 19, 149 flats, are flats which 
they are not able to allocate at the present tine but which will become fit 
for allocation or allocatable in the near future. 

HON II J ZAJYINITT: 

I hope they will be allocated in the near guture. 

dON M XIBERRAS: 

This is the object of the original question. Would these 149 flats, in fact, 
uake up the bulk of the next allocation? 

HON H J LAMMITT: 

They will make up the total of the next allocation, Mr Speaker. 

D 

I) 



No.47 of 1976 (2), ORAL 

The Hon B Perez  

Would Government state whether they have any immediate plans for building 
an indoor swimming pool which would provide all year round swimming 
facilities? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Housing and Sport  

No, Sir, there are no immediate plans.for the building of an indoor swimming 
pool though this is considered a most desirable amenity as and when we can 
afford it. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.47 of 1976 

HON J B PEREZ: 
3 

Mr Speaker, would Government then state when they anticipate that the 
swimming pool will be given due consideration, when can we have a swinning 
pool in Gibraltar? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Hon Members may have read the Town Planning Report -ohere a 
particular page dedicated to the desirability of an indoor swimmiws 
Again, as I have previously mentioned: in other questions, Sir, it will 
have to be obviously a matter of circumstances, of prioritesi  and obviously 
of financial consequence. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker air, does the Minister believe or think that Gibraltar will have to 
wait until we are in Government again before we have a swinning-pool as 
happened with the stadium? 

0 

0 

MR SPEAKER: 

That is not a question. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, since the Hon 
swimming pool which  he so 
one which has been kicied 
years, would he not agree 
desirable? 

You don't have to answer. 

Member will no doubt admit that the idea of the 
eloquently described in the City Plan, has been 
around here in the House for a good number of 
that some sort of intermediate stage would be 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I think it is no secret that dhe cost of a covered swim;jing pool 
wouldwell.be.in  the region of Elm, There is np doubt about that in my 
mind or in minds of members on this side of the House. To construct 
anything halfway would be to me, Mr Speaker, an entire waste of -money, and 
I think we deserve much better than that. 

HON M AIBERRLtS: 

Of course Mr Speaker, we do, we, this generation, do. Would the Hon Member 
not agree that a venture such as the other one I mentioned earlier might 
very well form a good bridge between one thing and the other? • 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

sir, I am sorry but I cannot agree with that. Swimming is an all year round 
sport and if it is to be competitive it has to be all year round. You cannot 
swim five months of the year and be a swimmer. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker but would the Hon Member not consider in view of the fact that the 
other proposal is someNglemin•the region of £3,000 compared to £lm, would the 
Hon Member not consider that it is worth at,  least inveatigating before his 
very desirable plans for a good swimming pool, a Elm Swimming pool, come to 
fruition? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, an £8,000 swimming pool would be something much less than what.the 
Nuffield Swimaing Pool is.today, and that is lying dormant doupletely. 

HON M IIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, would not the Hon Member • consider thatsomething in the 
region of £6,000 as much as was given to the Gibraltar Football Association 
for one particular venture, is some worthwhile expenditure in order to provide 
some bridging facilities between one thing and the other? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I must tell the Hon Member that .I cannot agree with him at all. If he 
knew about swimming he certainly wouldn't argue that way. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, could I just ask the Hon Member to confirm that there dill be no 
reference to a swimming pool in the next development programme. Is that 
correct? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I am afraid that is not the case. Again it becomes a matter of priorities 
at the time. We haven't as yet sat down as to what our Development .frroLTalue 
will be for the next four years but I think my interest within that is more 
than well known. 

O 



No.47 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon.B Perez  

Would Government state whether they have any immediate plans for buildini;-
an indoor swinming pool which would provide all year round swimming 
facilities? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Housing- and Sport  

No, Sir, there are no immediate Plans for the building of an indOor swimming 
pool though this is considered a most desirable amenity as and when we can 
afford it. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.47 of 1976 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, would Government then state when they anticipate that the 
swimming pool will be given due consideration, when can we have a smiming 
pool in Gibraltar? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Hon Members may have read the Town Planning Report ;the re a 
particular page is dedicated to the desirability of an indoor swimming -Jool. 
Again, as I have previously mentioned in other questions, Sir, it will 
have to be obviously a matter of circumstances, of priorites, and obviously 
of financial consequence. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA1 

Mr Speaker air, does the Minister believe or think that Gibraltar will have to 
wait until we are in Government again before we have a swimming pool as 
happened with the stadium? 

 

MR SPEAKER: 

That is not a question. yoti don't have to answer.. 
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HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, since the Hon 
swimraing pool which he so 
one which has been kicied 
years, would he not agree 
desirable? 

Member will no doubt admit that the idea of the 
eloquently described in the City Plan, has been 
around here in the House for a good number of 
that some sort of intermediate stage would be 
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HON H J GAMMITT: 

Sir, I think it is no secret that the cost of a covered swirling pool 
would well be in the region of £].m. There is no doubt about that in.my 
mind or in minds of members on this side of the HouSe. To construct 
anything halfway would be to me, Mr Speaker, an entire waste of coney, and 
I think we deserve much better than that. 

HON N .jBERRAS: 

Of course Mr Speaker, we do, we, this generation, do. Would the Hon ilember 
not agree that a venture such as the other one I mentioned earlier might 
very well form a good bridge between one thing and the other? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

sir, I am sorry but I cannot agree with that. Swimming is an all year round 
sport and if it is to be competitive it has to be all year round. You c,Annot 
swim five months of the year and be a swimmer. 

HON FL XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker but would the Hon Member not consider in view of the fact that the 
other proposal is sou6.when5in the region of E3,000 compared to E144 would the 
Hon Member not consider that it is worth at least investigatinL:-before his 
very desirable plans for a good-swimming pool, a Elm swimming pool, cone to 
fruition? • 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, an £8,000 swimming pool would be something much less than what the 
Nuffield Swiu4ing Pool is today, and that is lying dormant.dompletelY. 

HON N XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, would not the Hon Member consider thatsouething in the 
region of £6,000 as much as was given to the Gibraltar Football Association 
for one particular venture, is some worthwhile expenditure in order to provide 
some bridging facilities between one thing and the other? 

HON H J LAMMITT: 

Sir, I must tell the Hon Member that I cannot agree with him at all. If he 
knew about swimming he certainly wouldn't argue that way. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, could I just ask the Hon Member to confiru that there will be no 
reference to a swimming pool in the next development prograi'ne. Is that 
correct? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I an afraid that is not the case. Again it becomes a matter of priorities 
at the time. We haven't as yet sat down as to what our Development Proramme 
will be for the next four years but I think my interest within that is more 
than well known. 



No.48 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon G T Restano  

What are the statistical figures, in terms of numbers, and broken down into 
nationality and origin, for shop assistants and managers? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Labour and Social Security  

Accurate figures, by nationality; are available in respect only of non-EEC 
nationals for whom employment permits are required. The:numbers of :permits 
in force in respect of such persons employed in the retail distribUtive 
trade are as follows: 

Managers and/or Accountants: 18 Indian citizens 
4 Moroccan ./1  

Shop Assistants, Shop Cashiers, 
handymen and, other analogues 
grades 

58 Moroccan citizens 
53 Indian citizens 
10 Spaniards 
5 Pakistanis 
4 Sri Lankana 

There are also about 700 EEC nationals, the majority of whom are Gibraltarians 
known to be employed in the trade, but in respect of whom no particulars are 
kept as to the actual nature of their employment. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO No.48 OF 1976 (2) 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I am surprised at the Minister's reply that the figures for EEC nationals 
are not available since an employment survey by the Statistics Office comes 
out every six months and in that particular survey a breakdown of nationality 
is required by the employers. 

HON AJ CANEPA: 

That may well be the case, Sir, but his question refers not just to nation-
ality but to origin as well and once numbers are enumerated on the grounds 
of nationality there is no distinction made with regard to origin. 

HON G T REST/00: 

May I ask the Minister if he knows what these employbent surveys include. 
I believe they are included in his Department but they do specifically ask 
the question as far as British nationals are concerned, what their origin 
is. Whether it is British/Gibraltar, whether it is British/UK or 
British/Canadian. I. would have expected the Minister to have known this. 
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HON A J CANEPA: O 

I an giving the Hon Member, Sir,'the figures which are available to the 
Department of Labour and Social Security. The employment survey is - 
available, obviously, it is a publication which is tabled in the House but 
in respect of people who require work perMits we do not have any breakdown 
of origin. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Would the Hon Member say what unemployment figures there are amongst 
Gibraltarian individuals looking for employment as shop assistants? 

HON A J GANEPA: 

I an afraid, Mr Speaker, that that doesn't arise from the question at all 
and I of course require separate notice. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Well, it does arise to the extent that there is an object to the ,juestion, 
but .of course, youmust be given time to look up the details. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Would the Minister not' agree that there is a certain amount of unemployment 
amongst Gibraltarian shop assistants and that for 150 non-EEC nationals to 
be employed as shop assistants is detrimental to Gibraltarian shop 

- assistant-a? • 

HON A J CANEPA: 

It is a well known fact, Mr Speaker,,thattoth the present Government and 
other Governments in the past have given priority of employment to 
Gibraltarians. There has always been a small element of unemployment in 
Gibraltar - it is a very small one. There havebeen -in the previous House, 
debates about the matter. 'I explained. the steps which I proposed to take to 
`meet the problem and I thihk that I-dm:being successful. I an succeeding in 
meeting the problem of this small element of unemployment that the Hon 
Member has raised. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Will'the Minister commit himself to 'replying to the question which he visas 
unable to reiay to before as to the unemployment figures'both re,istered in 
the Department of Labour and-Social Security and in the youth Department? 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

Gladly, Mr Speaker. If the Hon Member gives separate notice of the question 
at the next meeting of the House there will be no problem of having the 
figures ready. 

HON G T RESTANO:' 

I am giving notice now, Sir. 

MR. SPEkKEBX 

There is no need to because you can give him a written reply to the question, 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I will give him a written reply with the figures. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Could I ask the Hon Member whether, in fact, he'has.taken practical steps 
to reduce the number of work permits issued in this particular category in 
view of the fact that there is unemployed labour available in Gibraltar? 

HON 4 J CANEPA: 

Yes, Sir. I have a feeling the Hon M± Bossano wasn't present in the House 
during my intervention during the Budget Session where I laid down in soue 
detail the steps that were being taken to meet the problem and one of those 
included the non-issuing of any new work permits to shop assistants of 

• non-EEC origin. . 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is it not a fact that the reduction in the number of permits 
issued has been minimal, for example, over the last six months when the quota 
has been fixed for a six month interval? 

HON A J CANEPA: 
. . 

The reduction has been minimal but the fact is that all the quota has been 
fully taken. up and therefore the vast majority of applications that have been 
received for work permits for shop assistants 98ro or 99:0 are being turned 
down. 

0 



HON J BOSSANO: 

But Mr Speaker, what the Hon Member then is saying is that the stop he has 
taken is not to allow an increase in immigrant labour but in fact the amount 
that there was six months ago was not significantly different from uhat there 
is now or what there was the last.time the Manpower Planning Committee net, 
Mr Speaker. 

HON A J.  CANEPA: 

Precisely,• Mr Speaker, I did say then in March that the first step was 
going to be not to allow any further increase and not to issue any fresh 
work permits. As work permits expired they would not be renewed and this 
is what is being done and it is having a great deal of success. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

But, Mr Speaker, the Hon Member then is saying that since March, work permits 
that have expired in this category have not been renewed... Is that what he 
is:saying? 

HON A J CANEkA: 

No, no new work permits have been issued. 

MR.S4AkER: 

I think the Minister has said that the quota of work lernits relative to this 
trade has been reduced by the same amount as the people who have liven up 
their jobs in Gibraltar. 

HUN A J CANEPA: 

Yes, Sir, that is the case, Mr Speaker. In addition to that, no new work 
permits are issued. 1f-we receive an application for a new shop assistant 
or someone to replace some other shop assistants who may- have been working 
in Gibraltar for very many years and has left, that is turned down. If we 
get a request for a renewal of a work permit because the contract -might be 
renewed every year or every two years in respect of somebody who has been 
here ten, twelve, fifteen years, that is another matter. 

4 



No.49 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

What part did Government play in the recent wage negotiations between the 
Gibraltar Master Builders Association and the. Transport and General Workers 
Union? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Labour and Social Security  

About a month ago representatives of the Gibraltar Master Builders Astociation 
sought a meeting with the Minister for Education and public Works and myself 
in order to gauge our reaction to the offer which they proposed to wake to the 
Transport and General Workers Union in connection with the then current wage 
negotiations. 

Subsequently, when negotiations in the industry actually reached the dispute 
stage, I myself called the Gibraltar Master Builders Association's representa-
tive again to a meeting, which was attended by my colleague for Public works, 
the Regional Director of PSA/DOE, the Director for Public Works and the 
Director of Labour and Social Security in order to discuss the matter. Arising 
from this meeting, negotiations between the two sides of the industry were 
resuued immediately, and a settlement -oat reached within two days. 

I think that it should be made clear that Government's part in the above 
discussions with management was mainly as a client of the industry, rather than 
as an intermediary in the dispute, as is evidenced by the fact that at no time 
did the Union side approach me or my Department or seek our services in the 
dispute. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO  NO.49 OF 1976 (2) 

HON H XIBERRAS: 

Will the Minister then deny the allegation that has been made that Government 
agreed to certain rates with the Gibraltar Master Builders Association without 
consulting DOE first? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

That is correct, Sir. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

The Minister is denying it. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I am not denying it,•we did not consult DOE at the time. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

And in fact you agreed with Gibraltar Master Builders Association as a client 
in the industry. 
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HON A J CAI PA: 

We told then that the Government would find any claim for reimbursement in 
respect of those agreed. wage rates acceptable. 

HON M XIBER4S: 
have 

,would the Hon Member or the Government generally not/thought it wise to 
consult in view of the fact that Government in its other capacity and as a ; 
major client along with DOE is very likely to pay the sane rates eventually-, 
and does he not think that in fact the subsequent withdrawal or breaking down 
of the offer of £7 was a direct cause of the strike. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

That is where I am not sure that I agree whether that was the direct cause 
of the strike or not.; No, I don't agree. 

HON M AIBERRAS: 

Would the Hon Member answer the first part of the question. would he not think 
that it would have been at least prudent, if not responsible, to discuss the 
matter with DOE before saying to the Union that Government was prepared to do 
along with a certain sum of money of over £7. 

HON A J CAI'EPA: 

It would have been, Sir, and I take full responsibility and it is my fault 
it wasn't done and perhaps I may explain why it wasn't done. For the last two 
years since there was a dispute in the industry in 1974 I was under the 
impression, because this is what in fact used to happen, that the proper 
consultative procedure should be channelled or was being channelled through the 
Financial and Development Secretary. It was until very recently the Financial 
and Development Secretary particularly the predecessor of the Hon Mr.Collings, 
who had contacts with the Regional Director of DOE insofar as matters affecting 
both Government and DOE as client of the building industry were concerned. 
And it was because I was labouring under that misapprehension that I did not 
advise the GMBA correctly as I should have done, because for instance I asked 
then to write to the Financial and Development Secretary and not to the Director 
of Public Uorks as I ought to have done, and also because I was under that 
misapprehension, that I myself took no step whatsoever to consult the Regional 
Director of the DOE. Subsequently the matter reached the dispute stage and I 
was indirectly approached by the Regional Director of the PSA, the approach 
cane through the Deputy Governor, we had a very fruitful meeting, that led to 
the meeting that I have referred to in my answer, and I can assure the Hon Member 
opposite that the lines will never be crossed again. Proper machinery has now 
been established to deal with this sort of procedure. 
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0 HON M XIBERRAS: 

I find the Hon Member's honesty commendable. Could he just answer one more 
particular question and that is with whose Authority did the Hon Member 
agree that the £7 or over £7 was something which Government could wear? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Both my Hon Colleague on my left and I knew that if claims based on those 
figures were made to Council of Minister we could guarantee that Council of 
Ministers would have no problem in agreeing to that. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, but wouldn't these funds come eventually from Her idajesty's 
Government in the majority of the projects. How could the Minister agree 
to other rates being paid in the building trade in Gibraltar if most of the 
financing as far as Government was concerned would come from ODA. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

These increases, Mr Speaker, were the inevitable consequence of Government's 
wages policy. And if Government is prepared to pass on to the tax payer 
certain increases it must  

HON M XIBERRAS: 

qot to the tax payer, to ODA. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I am saying that if Government is prepared itself as an employer to pass on 
the consequence of its wages policy to the tax payer, then as a client of the 
building industry it must also be prepared wherever the funds are coming from, 
it must also be prepared to meet the consequences of certain legitimate 
increases in the building industry, a natter about which the Government was 
being pressed by the Hon Leader of the Opposition for the last two years 
and something that we committed ourselves to do in January this year. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, and a point which I entirely take. But would the Hon liember 
nevertheless think it rather over generous on his part to agree to this..  

HON A J CANEPA: 

No, we had a conmitment. The Government voted in favour of a motion in 
the last House of Assembly. 
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HON N XIBERRAS: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, a motion which took quite a time to get agreement to 
precisely becagse there was need for consultation with DOE. The specific 
question, Mr opeaker, is why was not the Financial and Development Secretary 
zonaulted by the Minister? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I spoke t the Financial and Development Secretary afterwards and his answer was 
that whatever I thought was fair he would go along with that.Vhich is very 
refreshing I oust say. 

Cf 
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No.50 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon J B Perez  

. 
Is Government content with the present prison 00443.0.ons? - are there any 
reforms envisaged in the near future? - 

Answer:  

The Minister for Labour and Social Security  

Government can never be fully satisfied with present prison conditions, 
particularly with regard to shotcomings which derive from its unsatisfactory 
location and environment. 

In the near future, Government proposes to increase the staff of the 
Prison by a senior Otaon officer and two basic grade officers, This will 
nuke it possible to arrange for training of staff in the United Kingdom 
in general aspects of prison work, and also to select a candidate who would 
become a trades officer with a view to introducing a programne for training 
prisoners in the construction trades to handynan's level. This will 
expand and improve the present scheme of Worktrom outside sources and 
maintenance of the prison buildings. In this connection, the wage-earning 
scheme will also be amended. 

Provision is being made in the Draft Estimates for 1977/78 for the purehaso 
of materials for handicraft as well as for remedial education as an 
expansion of the present rehabilitative programme. 

The Superintendent and the Prison Board will shortly submit to Government 
recommendations to introduce a system whereby in certain circumstances a 
prisoner may be found employment outside the Prison and return to the 
Prison only at night. 

SHPPLEMENTARY TO NO.50 of 1976 (2) 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, could I ask the Hon Member about the physical condition not only 
of the prison at Moorish Castle but of the cells in the police station. Is 
he satisfied with the physical condition? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I understand from the Hon Chief Minister that in fact I am not responsible 
for the cells, though I tnderstand that there are certain matters 
appertaining to the cel that are being taken up in other quarters° 

3 



No.51 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon J Bossano  

Did the UK Departments consult with Government as to their intention to 
suspend without pay on 25th October, 1976, clerical employees who were then 
taking industrial action? 

Answer:  

The Hon the Chief Minister  

The Government was aware of the MODls intentions but not of the precise Danner 
in which it. would be put into operation. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.51 of 1976 (2) 

HON J Bossano; 

Mr Speaker, was the Government aware that the intention was to suspend everyone 
or did tbey think it was intended to be selective, and to what extent was the 
Government informed? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

The point is, as I say, that the Government was aware that there was intention 
of suspension but not of the precise manner in any way. How they were goin: to 
do it was a matter for each employer. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, did the Government in fact point out to the UK Departments the 
possible serious repercussions of a wholesale suspension as in fact has 
materialised? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

AS what was going to be done was not known, it was iupossible, to say what 
effect it would have. The point is there was discussion about suspendion 
but not the manner of doing it and if Hon Members will recall what I said this 
morning as far as we are concerned we look at each case on its merits but that 
is all I can say 6n that one now. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr'Speaker, is it not the case that when the notice was given to the 
National Officer in Gibraltar it was made Quite clear what was intended. Did 
the Hon and Learned Chief Minister not obtain the information at that sane tie? 

HON CHI& MINISTER: 

No, Sir, I did not. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

Will the Hon and Learned Member say whether he in fact himself mada'anyaPproach 
to the UK Department when he saw the manner in which it had been implemented 
on Monday morning? 

HON CHTI1P  MINISTER: 

I was approached by I think ituaa— thd chair:Ian of •the -CP6A, in fact I had 
been approached long before:Om matter reached that stage with certain 
representations which I passed on with my own comments to: the Governor and I 
have net them subsequently on a number of occasions, I cannot say how quickly 
after the immediate action that was taken, I could not say now fromwmory 
I would probably have some record, when I was seen by the CPSA on the nanner 
in which the suspension has been effected. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Could I just adcone more question, Mr Speaker, of the Hon and Learned hember. 
It is correct is it not, Mr speaker, that on the same date - as the Ultimatum 
,as issued by the UK Department in the case of the Gibraltar Government, to 
use the Hon Member's wotas, employees were warned that there might be action 
in the pipeline. Could he confirm that the coincidence in no way-  indicates 
that it was a joint exercise On the part of the UK departments and the 
Gibraltar Government? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, it is very difficult to give a clear cut answer to that question.. Let 
there be no. misunderstanding that we had at the time a.common problem which, 
as the Hon questioner knows wad discussed between the two employers 6.acla 
decision was taken of certain action to be taken, the manner of theaction 
was left to each employer to do it his own way. No agreement was reached on 
that. And I would like to take this opportunity of making it public that there 
was no question of any conspiracy between the two employers as to what.. had to 
be done or not. The point. is that at a particular point in time we both had this 
`same problem and advantage was taken; as the Hon Member well knows, 02 the 
presence in London of the Deputy Governor on air communications business and 
there was some consultation in London as to the effect that the action uas 
having on both sides. But the manner in which each employer was to carry out 
the question of suspension was a matter for the employer itself and I would 
resist being told how I have to tackle a situation myself as ouch as no doubt 
the MOD wouldbV told at that level how they would have to tackle their olim. 
Each one must be responsible for his own employees and this is the way it 
happened. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I am sure the Hon laid Learned the Chief Minister will agree thatas Government 
of Gibraltar for him the MOD mu4t be another employer and he is in a position 
to tell things to MOD. 
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HON CHIEP MINISTER: 

I an as much in a position to tell things to the MOD as I am to tell .mybody 
/weight/ else, the point is wInt / it carries in what circumstances. The MOD is a 

big employer in Gibraltar and I have left no doubt in the minds of those with 
whom I communicate, of ray views of the manner in which certain things are done. 
But I an not really in a position to tell the Ministry of Defence how they 
should conduct their affairs except to make representations in respect of any 
matter which I consider to be of sufficient public interest. 

HON X XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, did the Hon Member not think it of sufficient interest to at least 
inform the UK Departments that the Gibraltar Government was contemplating 
similar action in the sense that a warning had already been drafted. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I was not involved in any way. This was at the level of management and at the 
time I was not involved in any way with the MOD in the matter and therefore I Jas 
not present and there was no question of any opportunity of my having said so. 
All that was agreed was that certain matters were having effect and the 
employers had the same problem, but that is all. I have not taken part in any 
joint consultations with the MOD in this matter at all. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Atthe level of management by which I should luagine the Chief Minister :weans 
the the IRO, did in fact theGibraltar Government as an employer communicate 
the UK Department, on or around the same date, their warning, as draftee, bearing 
in mind as the Chief Minister said they had a common problem. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is terribly difficult for me to say the sequence of events as to how that 
was done. All I can say is that there is normally I am assured a constant 
consultation between the two sides, the IRO and the Civilian Establishment 
Officer. I would have thought that they meet often enough to have discussions 
about this matter at that level, 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, wouldn't in a planned suspension of a considerable number of • 
employees either in the UK departnents or in the Gibraltar Government, wouldn't 
such a step be considered by the Chief Minister as of sufficient public 
interest to  



4, 

0 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, no we are departing from the question. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

dell, Mr Speaker, all I wish to say is that now the Chief Minister is saying 
that the consultation took place at the level of management. 

MR SPEAK&: 

No, I think in fairness to' the Chief Minister you asked hiM if he 1--x an 
opportunity,as you thought,existed,tO tell the . MOD something and  he has expla- 

. fined that he did not because he wasn't there. Nowyou are going further. 

HON N XIBERRAS: 

Mr speaker, I am asking now whether the consultation that took place or the 
information that took place was in his presence or not, or was it at managerial 
level. 

HON CHTRP MINISTER: 

I said that that had nothing whatsoever to do with these consultations at all. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

I am considering Mr'Speaker, in view of the fact that there was a situation 
in. the Gibraltar Government whereby the Goverhinent was at least thinking. 
of issuing a warning and did issue a.warning eventually, would he not 
consider that such a decision, which has brought about some rather serious 
consequences, whether such a matter is a matter for officials or is it a 
matter for him as well. In other words should consultations not have been 
carried out by the UK department at Ministerial level? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I don't think so. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, I go back to my original question, why does the Chief Minister 
not think in the public interest as he has mentioned, that thiS decision to 
suspenda good number of people in the UK Departments or, I tight:add,.in the 
Gibraltar Government, was not of sufficient importanPeto be asked ;at ministerial 
level? The'Chief Minister said that the Government was approached at a parti-
cular time by the UK Departments not with the details of how.... 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

If the Hon Member will give way. Itwas no question of being approached it was 
a matter of a joint problem that there was and I did say 7  and this is,also.  
well known to the union side - I did say that advantage was taken of the 
presence of the Deputy Governor in London in respect of the CAA hearing where 
there were discussions in London at that level regarding the question of the 
situation in Gibraltar arising out of the industrial action. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

So it was the Deputy Governor, in fact. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I said that before. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Oh, I see because he didn't say it very clearly, Mr. Speaker. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I said it very clearly. If the Hon Member was not listening it is not uy 
fault. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Or does not wish to say it very clearly. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. There is no imputation to be made here. The Chief Minister did say 
very clearly and I have do doubt he said it and I au sure that no other Meubor 
perhaps other than you, have any doubts that he said it. He definitely referred 
to the Deputy Governor who was ii London for the purpose of the CAL 
consultation. That is what the Chief Minister said. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

I understood clearly what he said about the Deputy Governor, Mr Speaker, that 
I understood clearly*  but then he said it was taken at management level. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Even that I consider to be management level as far as I am concerned. 
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HON M XIBERRAS: 

I see, I thought he was talking about the IRO in fact when he talked about 
management level. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. What is the question? 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

The question, Mr Speaker, is were there any consultations between DOE - this 
is a fresh question, of course - was there any consultations between the UK 
Departments and the Gibraltar Government, other than those carried out through 
the Deputy Governor? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I say that I imagine that there must have been constant consultation between 
the IRO and his opposite number here. 

4 

HON M XIBERR1.S: 

Mr Speaker, the Hon and Learned Member imagines now .at this stage with a • 
question which he is answering asking whether there were consultations, I au 
asking what waa the nature of these consultations?

4 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, order. I an afraid that that is not the question he is answering. The 
question he was supposed to be answering which he answered long ago from 
which we have departed was whether the UK Department consulted with Government 4 
as to their intention, not as to how they each were going to act in curtain 
circumstances. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Very well, Mr. Speaker. What I an asking now is did the UK Departments consult 
only with the Deputy Governor or was there any other approach from the UK 
Departments at any other level. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I said I imagine that following on the meeting in London, there must have been 
continuing discussions in Gibraltar between the IRO and his opposite number 
because that is what they are therefor. 

4 
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HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, they are there for that, there is no doubt and they are there 
to settle problems afterwards. I am asking the Minister in his ministerial 
capacity, put it this way, at what stage did he get to know about this 
consultation between the UK Departments and the Gibraltar Government? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

About what? 

HON M XIBERRAS:. 

That,the people were going to be suspended by the UK departments. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, no, this is the thing which apparently doesn't permeate into the head of 
the Hon Member or he doesn't want to understand it. 

D If SPEAKER: 

No, no, I an going to stop this. I an afraid. Mr Xiberras, that unless you are 
going to be specific, unless you are.going to ask a queStion to ask for 
information, I an going to rule you out of order. Now you think it out and 
ask it if you want to. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

I have already thought it out. Mr Speaker, what -vas, if the Hon Mnd Learned 
Member would be kind enough, what was in fact what the UK departments consulted 

D
wi h the Gibraltar Government about? What did they say? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It was not a question of the UK Government consulting the Gibraltar Government 
it was a question that there was a common problem at the time and following 
on the presence in London of the Deputy Governor there were consultations 
there regarding the situation which was arising in Gibraltar. We had a big 
2roblem ourself but fortunately we solved it and so much for that but we both 
had a problem at the time and there were discussions in London which led to a 
situation that might lead to the need to suspend people. How each one was to 
carry out that part of the general agreement about suspension was for each 
employer to decide. I have given clear information earlier this Laorni40 in 
respect of another question how we went about the matter, that is all I can 
answer here for, how we've dealt with the matter. hat other people have done, 
people must answer somewhere else. 
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HON M AIEERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, did the Deputy Governor then inform the Chief Minister on his 
return from London as he was I think accoupanied by a Minister althou_;h I 
not know whether the Minister was present at the meeting or not. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, no. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Did the Deputy Governor on his return from London inform the Chief Minister 
of the rather serious situation which was brewing up? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

He didn't have to go to London to tell ue of the serious situation that was 
brewing up..It was brewing up in Gibraltar. 

MR SPEAKER: 
• • 

No, I think the questioneris referring to - the intended action by the MOD. 
Is that right? The serious situation is not the actual existence of the 
dispute but the fact that the MOD intended to suspend. That is what you are 
being asked. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Yes, of course, the common purpose in London was that there was this probleu 
and each employer was getting the clearance of the other that the stage tied  
come having regard to the similarity of the nature of the industrial action 
that they both had a problem, How each one was to carry out his way of doing 
it was for each employer. The manner of doing it to my knowledge was not 
discussed and I pn sure that if -it had been discussed I would have learned of 
it. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I will ask.you one question so that we are not at cross purposes. Is that the 
information that the Deputy Governor gave you? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Of course. 
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HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, did the Hon the Chief Minister know when the Deputy Governor 
departed or at any other subsequent stage that it was intended to have a 
meeting in which this joint or in which this similar problem shared by both 
sides separately was going to be discussed? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, I did not know that it was going to be discussed. I knew that there was a 
lathlem, the problem was there, but I did not know specifically that it 
was going to be discussed. The problem was there and we had talked about the 
probIeim before. Let there be no misunderstanding about that. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

I see, Sir, so it was purely coincidental Mr Speaker, that the two problems had 
arisen at that tine separately but they were of exactly the same nature that 
the projected action was in fact in the nature of a warning in both cases. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, no, the Chief Minister hasn't said that. It had been agreed that each 
party would take whatever action they considered necessary to tackle the 
problem. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, the situation is in fact as the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister 
has explained it that both employers discussed their similar problems in 
London and both decided that they would probably have to go on to suspend 
people but then each separately decided how to tackle the implementation of this 
policy. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I wouldn't put it so positively. I think he has got nearer to understanding; the 
situation, if I may say so, than the previous questioner but there was no 
question of a positive decision each one to decide his own way. The point eras 
that there was a decision of suspension and the matter, as far as I ara concerned 
and as far as I know, the method of implementation, was not discussed one way 
or the other. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, could I just ask the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister whether in 
fact there were officials of the Foreign (Mice as well involved in these 
discussions in London? 

HON CHIEN' MINISTER: 

I wouldn't know, I would have to ask for that. I don't know. 



No.52 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

-Why has the permanent cadre of the Gibraltar Regiment hot been awarded the 
same degree of reiroSpection in the pay- award_made to it parallel to the 
Scamp Awards? . 

Answer:  

The Hon the Chief Minister  

The Pay of the Gibraltar Regiment is, of course, a matter for the MOD. I am, 
however,' informed that an interim award has been given in addition to regu-
lar consolidations of COLA .which have .cateredfor retrospection. It should 
also be noted that the effective date of the Gibraltar Regiment Pay i-eview 
does not coincide with the effective date of Pay Settlements in the 
Official Sector. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.52 of 1976 (2) 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Does the Hon Member hold with that argument? 

HON CHIE/ MINISTER: 

Do I hold with that argument? 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

yes, does he agree that the COLA has in fact offset the need for retros- 
pection? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, I haven't said that 
have stated is the fact 
regular consolidation. 
of increases is not the 

it has offset the need for retrospection. All I 
that an interim award has been given in addition to 
I' should also say that the date of impluLaentation 
same as ours, and that is all I have to say. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, it is parallel to the Scamp Aw,rds, not exactly on the sane 
dates. Mr Speaker, is the Hon Member aware that there is a great deal of 
dissatisfaction about this matter in the Regiment? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, I am not aware of that and if there is I au very sorry to hoar it but 
I am not aware of it. On a previous occasion I was made aware of certain 
thoughts of certain officers which I looked into and I heard that later 
on the matter was satisfactorily solved without intervention but I am not 
aware of any dissatisfaction at this stage. 

D 
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HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, will.the Hon Member ;.lake himself aware in other words would he 
inform himself of the situation and listen to what is being said on both 
sides and use his good offices to ensure that the members of the permanent 
cadre do not get a worse deal than other people. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I will make enquiries but I have not yet become District Officer of any 
union to go and talk to the men on the spot to find out whether they are 
happy with their conditions of work or bring them out on industrial action. 

HON I XIBERRAS: 

Does that mean, Mr Speaker, that the Chief Minister will do as he has been 
asked to do or not? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It means that I will not go looking for people to tell me what the problems 
are but if they have problems I au approachable and quite happy to listen to 
then. 

4 



No.53 of 1976 (2) ORAL 

The Hon P J  

What progress has been made in pursuing the reconnPndations of the Select 
Committee on Broadcasting and does Government intend to move the appoint-
ment of 'a new Select Committee on the matter? 

Answers  

The Chief Minister  

Sir, as a first step towards the proposed introduction of colour television 
a Studio Engineer of the Studio Capital Projects Department of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation will visit Gibraltar shortly to advise on 
quotations received for colour television equipment. He will also be 
expected to advise on ,studio centre planning and installation and outside 
broadcast facilities. 

Regarding the second part of the question, Government does not-consider it 
necessary to move the appointment of a new select committee on the matter 
for the time being. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO.53 of 1976 (2) 

HON MaJOR R J .VELIZA: 
• 

Could the Chief Minister say whether in fact an offer was made some time 
ago for a complete station to the tune of about Rim and that if now it was 
decided by any Select Committee to go ahead with a similar scheme it would 
cost about double that amount? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I hope it isn't double. There was not only one offer there were several 
and this is what we are looking at. There is no doubt that the fact that 
for many reasons the question of colour television has not been implemented, 
has meant that the cost now will be much more than would have been the case 
some time ago. Equally, if we take a decision now it will be much cheaper 
than if it is left another year or two. That is of course an inevitable 
matter of mounting costs and the point is whether you have to hurry and 
spend everything becauSe it is going to cost more tomorrow. I hope that 
this engineer who will be arriving on the 13th December will produce an 
early report that can give us the go ahead and then start thinking about 
how the money is going to be obtained. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

When the engineer does come and I hope produces a report will the Chief 
Minister see that action is taken immediately after and a decision taken one 
way or the other otherwise I think the tine will come when Gibraltar will 
not be able to have a colour television station. 



HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, as I don't enjoy colour television as much as the Honourable 
Questioner because I don't live in London I'll tell you that I am very 
anxious to have colour television for Gibraltar. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I was just merely reminding him of his election promise, Mr Speaker. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, on this question of not appointing a Select Connittee, would 
Government consider why it is not considering appointing a Select Comuittee 
innediately on this issue bearing in mind that the last Select Connittee 
in its very report states that there was not very much tine for it to 
complete its deliberations and many things were left hanging in the air. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Well, I haven't closed the door to that the only point is that I thought 
perhaps since we are having this report we might get the report and then 
see what comes out of it but I an not against having a Select Connittee to 
consider the other patters. I thought the 0.40Qt urgent matter now was the 
question of looking at the tenders. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, even the appointment of this gentleman I think was a recomuen-
dation of the Select Committee and does he not think that there should be a 
Select COnmittee to discuss the matter with trim when he comes? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

• No, I think we will have to wait for this report and. bee what happens with 
that and then decide. ,I am not against it but I want to wait and see what 
the report says. 
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