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QUESTIONS ASKED BY HONOURABLE MEMBERE AT THE HOUSE OF ASSELBLY
MEETING HELD ON 26.6.78. :

No.90 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Can Government give a breakdown of the income tax y1°1d in
1977/78 showing the amount collected

a. through PAYE
b, from self—employed persons

Ce from businesses and companies?

Answer:

The Hon the Financial and'Development Secretary

The Income Tax yield in 1977/78, so far brought to account,
was £5,529,270.

The breakdown of this figure is as follows: -

@ through PAYE £4,090,851
b. from Companies 951,252
Ce déducted at source from intérest 57,614
de penaltie§ for non payment on due dates 2,974L

é. from self-employed persons and from
assessments raised on employees in
- respect of under-collections through PAYS 635,532

' £5,738,223
LESS: |
Refunds of amounts overcollected
through PAYE etc in previous years 208,953

£5,529,270C

No statistics are kept of tax collected exclusively from
self~employed persons.
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SUPPLEMENT ARY TO QUESTIOﬁ NO.,90 O 1978
HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member say whether this would

be true, for the purpose of comparison, of the figures
that have been given in the past to answers for a break-
down of this nature for previous financial years? Is he
saying that the figures that have been given in the past
for self-employed persons have been subject to the proviso
that he has Jjust mentioned? . .

HON FINANCIAL AND.DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
As far as I am aware, Mr Speaker, yes, Sir, but I will

have that specifically checked. As far as I am aware
there is nothing new in this, this is a comparable figure.

<



26.6‘78
No.91 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Can Government give the end of the month currency note
circulation figures for the months of March, April and
May this year?

Answer:

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary

Yes Sir. The end of month currency note circulation figures
for March, April and May this year are as follows:-

March £h,325,274
April L ,225,274L
May 4,725,274

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.,91 OF 1978

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon the Financial and Development Secretary
say how these figures compare with the ones used for the
Government estimates in projecting the revenue yield that

would accrue from the Currency Note Income Account as a

result of the anticipated level of notes in circulation

during the year?

’,

HON FINAI.CIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Without specific notice, no, Sir.



26.6.78
No,92 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Does Government intend to proceed with the purchase of

radio controlled equipment for Customs Department patrol
crews?

Answer:

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary

Yes, Sir. The Customs Department has already been authorised
to proceed,



26.6.78
No.93% of 1978 ORAL

The Hon JABossano

Can Government state what have been the receipts of revenue
under indirect taxation in the months of April and May this

year and how these figures compare with the same months last
year?

Answer:

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary

Yes Sir., Receipts, that is, cash collections and credits,
in respect of Indirect Taxation (Head 2 of the Revenue
Estimates) were as follows for the months of April and
May 1977 and 1978 respectively:-

April 1977 £235,812
April 1978 35L,363
May 1977 283,033
May 1978 259,456°

The figures for 1978 are of course still subject to audit
and check. .



26.,6.78
No.9L of 1978 ORAL

Can Government state what have been the receipts of»revenue
under Income Tax in the months of April and May this year
and how these figures compare with the same months last year?

Answer:

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary

Receipts of Income Tax for the months of April and May 1978
were:

April £151,926
May 528,947
The corresponding figures for 1977 are:
April £451,150
May 369,420



26.6.78
No.95 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon G T Restano

Will Government confirm whether the figure of £1..53m.
estimated as being the gross proceeds from the lottery
in the Estimates of Revenue and BExpenditure for the year
1978-79 is a correct estimate?

Answer:

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary

At the time the Estimates were compiled, Yes Sir.

As a result of the larger issue for the June draw and the
increased price per ticket - 30,000 tickets at £3 each as
against 25,000 at £2 used in estimating the gross yield of
£1.453 million - the estimated gross receipts are now
£1.493 million.

Assuming that the Christmas draw is on the same basis as
last year, that is an issue of 40,000 tickets but that the
price is £3 a ticket - and this has not been decided yet -
the estimated gross proceeds for the year will be £1.533
million,



26.6.78
No.96 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon Major R J Peliza

Will Government agree that personal allowances on Income
Tax are well below those in thc UK and have them adjusted
to compensate for increase in the Cost of Living since the
present onecs were introduced? :

. : : Answer:

The Hon the Financial and-DeveloDment Scecretary

Yes, Sir, the Government is aware that, except in the case
of the first child, the rates of personal allowances in
respect of income tax are less than the rates of the
corresponding allowances in the United Kingdom.

As to the second part of the question, I cannot give any
assurance wnen the Government will be in a -position to adjust
the rates of allowance to :compensate for increases in the

ost of living. The cost of living is not the sole criterion;
Xthere are a great many other factors which have to be taken
into account not least the overall financial position of the
Government; its ability to finance the wide range of services
which it provides for the community and the extent to which
the present policy of subsidising the public utility services
and housing rents shields the community from the full impact
of rising cosits, May I remind the Hon Member and the House
of the Chief Minister's words on this oubgect in the course
of his Budget Statement -

NIt is simply not possible to enjoy electricity

and water at less than cost; to be housed at rents

that are so heavily subsidised and to expect relief

by means of income tax allowances and otner measures.

It is our wish to provide such reliefs, but our abili+f
to do so is dependent on the extent to whlcn the services
prov1ded are paid for by tne consumer,"

P °

SUPPLEAENTARY TO QUESTION N0.96 OF 1978

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

~Has the Financial and Development Secretary looked into the
figures at all? According to my calculations a person earning
£3,305 in the UK, with 2 chlldrcn and a working wife, would DAy eo.

MR SPEAKER:

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary has agrced with
you on the fact that the allowances are dlfferent so let us not
go into details,



HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

T am just trying to point out that he has argued that there
are other things that are being subsidised and this is onc
thing that we have got to take into consideration. I haven't
got all the figures obviously but I have these [igures at hand
which I think are interesting and that is that whilst in the
United Kingdom a person earning £3,305 does not pay a singlec
penny of income tax and, in fact, is also getting family
allowances for the first child which he doesn't get here,

in Gibraltar a person cquivalent to that income in the same
circumstances is paying, roughly, I think, about £700.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPM=NT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I cannot agreec with the latter figure and

in any case the Hon Gallant and lMajor sald a person earning.
One is not taxed on gross income either here or in the United
Kingdom, one is taxed on assessable income which is a very
different thing. I do not know what a person ecarning £3,000
in the United Kingdom would pay. If his asscssable pay is
£3,000, I can give the Hon and Gallant Major an approximation
of his tax in the United Kingdom. Similarly in Gibraltar if
a person's assessable income is £3,000 again I can give the
Hon and Gallant iajor a comparative figure but let us be clear
what we are talking about and let us not bandy Tigures around
which, I suspect, are quite false,

e -

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker I was referring to earned income, I wasn't thinking
of investment income or any other form of income. I was
referring to the ordinary working man and this i1s what I was
trying to get at, Mr Speaker, and I think that if the Hon
Financial and Develooment Secretary were to work out the
figures he would find ...e

MR SPEAKER:

Order. Let us be clear about this. This is question time
and you are free to ask whatever supplementariecs you feel you
have to ask to elucidate information but let us not make a
speech. I must be very firm because we have sixty threce
questions on the Order Paper and I must not give advantage

to any particular kiember,

HON WAJOR R J PELIZA:

I think the Financial and Development Secretary has refuted
my figures and I would very much like him to go into it when
he has the time and perhaps refer back to me, Mr Speaker.



HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, is the Financial and Development Secretary able
to give the llouse an indication of the difference that does
exist for the range which my Hon Friend has quoted in the

range of £3%,000 to £4,000, what the difference must be, in

fact, for a married man, working wife and two children. I

am looking for the general order of the difference,

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker Sir, I cannot do anything about the working wife,
T haven't got the figures for that, but a comparison of the
tax payable in Gibraltar and the tax payable in the United
Kingdom by a married man with two children, one of whom is
under 11 and the other is over 11 but under 16, hecause this
makes a difference from the point of view of the United
Kingdom income tax, if the assessable income, that is to

say, the income which you take into consideration for the
assessment of tax, £3,000 in Gibraltar, the tax payable would
be £380 and in the United Kingdom it would be £345.90p, I
might add that at £5,000 the two taxes come together and are
almost exactly equal. In Gibraltar, the figure I have here
is that the tax in Gibraltar would be £1,010,whereas in the
United Kingdom it would be £1,006. The United Kingdom tax

is rather behind Gibraltar tax up to £13,500 when the two
again come together. After £13,500 United Kingdom tax starts
marching ahead.

HON M XIBERRAS:

When the Hon Member refers to assessable income does he mean
income after the allowances have been applied, is that what
he is saying% Would the Hon Member then be able to confirm
to the House that a hushband, in fact, in the United Kingdom
now gets £1,535 allowance whereas a husband here gets £550
allowance?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

As regards the married person in the United Kingdom the
allowance is as the Hon Leader of the Opposition stated,
£1,535, In Gibralter it is £1,100. For g single person
it is £550.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon Member also be able to confirm that a working

wife in the United Kingdom gets £985 as compared to £550 here
in Gibraltar?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, 8ir, I cannot so confirm.
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HON M XIBERRAS:

May I draw the attention of the Hon lMember to a tax booklet
ProducCd eceoos

MR SPK - R
L thin. ‘he Hon Financial and Development Secretary is being
very cloar in his answer. He has accepted that there is a

differcce and he does not know when Government will do
something about it. Therefore let us not go into the
guestion of what the differentisls are.

HON 1l XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, I would not have risen had not the Financial and
Development Secretary spoken about assessable income in contra
distinction to what my Hon and Gallant Friend was saying on
earned income,

MR SPEAKER:

In fairness to the Financial and Development Secretary, that
was in order to be able to give an answer Lo a supplementary.

HON M XIRERRAS:

As an additional supplementary could I ask the Hon Financial
and Development Secretary whether he would not agree that on
earned income, namely, on the premise of my Hon and Gallant
Friend, there is quite a large difference in the actual tax
payable in the case of the family guoted, taking account earned
income and not assessable income?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Taxed income is assessable income less allowances. One has

got to be clear about this. You can earn £5,000 a year and

when you take off the allowances you get less than your assessable
income. You are not taxed on £5,000 just because you earn ite.

HON M XIBERRAS:

I just wanted to know for the benefit of the public, Mr Speaker.
We are quite clear on this side what we are talking about. I
will gladly give way to the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Hon and Gallant Member didn't know exactly what he was
talking about. He was talking about income which was unearned
which has nothing to do with assessable income,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I was referring to two types of income, investment income
which is taxed in a different way altogether in the United
Kingdom and earned income and I was making a comparison of
earned incolre,
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, would the Govermnment, in view of its responsibility
to the public, tell the people of Gibralitar how much tsx a
Tamily of the nature my Hon and Gallant Friend has described
would pay on the income described, namely, about £3,300 here

in Gibraltar and in the United Kingdom?

MR SPLAKER:

The Financial and Development Secretary is answerable for the
income tax payable in Gibraltar but ol course not in the United
Kingdom.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I would have to refer the question to my Colleague, Mr Healey,
to give a factual answer. The facts that I have given so far
as the United Kingdom 1s concerned are those which, to the best
of my knowledge and belief, are correct, namely, that a family
with two children, I repeat, one under 11 and one between 11
and 16, with £3,000 as assessable pay, or assessable incomne,
would pay in the United Kingdom £3.5,90p. I cannot go any
further than that without referring back to the United Kingdom,

MR SPEAKER:

Let me get this clear, that is information which is easily
accessible by reference to books snd the IFFinancial and
Development Secretary is not answerable for,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, this is the point which I would like to take up.

In fact, at one time other questions in another vein, for
instance, comparisons of wages, were ruled out for the same
reason, or the Government bench refused to answer questions

of comparison in the case of wages. I think the question here
is quite explicit, it is the comparison in taxation which does
affect the income situation.

MRk SPEAKER:
What are you getting at?
HON M XIBERRAS:

What I am getting at, lr Spesker, is that when the Hon the
Financial and Development Secretary talks about consulting
his colleague Mr Healey, he is evading a question which has
been put down in the Order Paper in this House, namely,
comparison in taxation between Gibraltar taxation and United
Kingdom taxation,



MR SPEAKWR:

Order. You are getting out of context. The Hon the Financial
and Development Secretary has not said that. The Hon the
Financial and Develcpment Secretary has sald that he is not
answerable for the tax payable in the United Kingdom.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, what he has said is that he would have to consult
his colleapgue Mr liecaley. My next question is would he please
do that, will he consult lr Ilealey on this question and let
the House have an answer,. _

HON J BOSSANO:

I wonder if the Hon the Financial and Development Secretary
would like to correct what he has sald about assessable income
because I think he should have been saying taxable income
throughout, Is 1t not, in fact, true to say that assessable
income is the income prior to the deduction of the allowances,
because if it isn't all the tax forms that his department are
sending out are incorrect,

HON FINAWCIAL AWD DEVELOPHEINT SECRETARY:
Mr Speaker, if T have misled the House T sincerely apologise.
The definition I have received by way of carrier pigeon is

that taxsble income is assessable income less allowances. If
I have misled the House on that I apologise.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Is the Financial and Development Secretary, Mr Speaker,
prepared to give indications to the House or to kembers on
this side of the House of what the true position is so that
nobody will be misled in this matter, in various ranges of
income?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
The true position Qf what, Mr Speaker?
- MR SPEAKER:

What the different rates are in the United Kingdom and
Gibraltare.

HON M XIBERRAS:
We are aware of the rates, Mr Speaker, we are talkiﬁg about

the actual differentials, how it actually works out for a
family paying tax at different levels,
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MR STPEAKER:

If you are aware of the two rates you can work out the
differentialss, '

HON M XIBERRAS:

Yes, Mr Speaker, but we would not like this controversy to
go on with the Government side using one set of words and the
Opposition using another set of words.

HON J BOBZSANO:

Mr Speaker, is it truve to say that the figures that the
Financial and Development Secretary gave were for taxable
income of £3,000 not for assessable income of £3%,000 and

that therefore obviously the difference in personsl allowances
under the two systewms has already been taken out of the
comparison, as it were. I8 that the case?

HON FINANCTAL AND DEVELOPMEIT SECRETARY:
Yes, Mr Speasker, texsble income.
HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, could I ask the Hon Financial and Development
Secretary whether it is not a fact that in the United Kingdom
children's allowances have been phased out whereas in Gibraltar
the allowance for a child is £200,

MR SPEAKER:

May I congratulate the Kember for being the first member
of this House on the Government side, in my experience, who
has asked a question from a lMinister,

HON FINAKCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I cannot of course, confirm positively what the
United Kingdom policy in relation to children's allowances

is but it appears from what one reads that that is the policy
of the United Kingdom, to phase out the allowances but I
cannot go anything further than that. So far as Gibraltar is
concerned, I confirm that the allowance for the first child

is £200 and there is an allowance of £100 for subsequent
children.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, there is in fact a child allowance of £550 regardless
of how many children there might be in the family and any
family with even one child will get it and then you have the
other allowances which I think the Hon the Financial and
Development Secretary referred to of £135 and £100 and on

top of that there is a family allowance paid of £2.30p for

the first child, and £2.30p for the second child going up

to £3.00p for every child as from Novembers,



HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Spesker, on a point of order. Are we here to be lectured

of what is happening in the country in which the Hon kMember

lives® (

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Yes, Mr Speaker, I think we take our lead from the country
in which I live,

MR SPEAKER:

Is the Financigl and Development Secretary prepared to
answer that question?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPHENT SECRETARY: (

No, Mr Speaker, I am not. We are in Gibraltar, not in the
United Xingdom,.

MR SPEAKER:

You have been asked whether you can confirm something.
You may not be able to as it does not come within your
province,.

HON P J ISOLA:

(
I would like to ask a simple question which I am sure must
have been rescarched upon by the Financial and Development
Secretary in considering his answer to this question. What
would be the cost to Government revenue if personal allowances
were the same as in the United Kingdom? p

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
No, Mr Speaker, I cannot answer that.
HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, did not the Hon the Financial and Development
Secretary in the course of an earlier meeting of this House
with regard to the same subject say that it would be in the
order of £2m., to bring the allowances here in Gibraltar up

to the same level as in the United Kingdom and will he not
agree that in part, at least, this gives an indication of
what people in Gibraltar here are paying more than people

in the United Kingdom given the various income brackets which
now, Mr Speaker, are comparable?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The Hon the Leader of the Opposition clearly has a much better
memory for these things than I do and if that is what Hansards
say I said then I said ite.
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MR SPEAKER:
He is not saying that is what Hansards say.
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

As 10 the second part of the guestion, I do not think at
that stage I drew any conclusions from it. If the Hon the
Leader of the Opposition likes to draw that conclusion then
that is his conclusion and not my conclusione.

HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask the Hon Member t€to confirm that it is misleading
to suggest that the only slternatives open to the Government
are elther higher personal allowances or higher rents, water
and electricity and, in fact, the taxation policy of the
Government as far as income tax is concerned is only one
factor in an overall policy of the whole economy and in fact
there isn't a clear cut choice that people have to choose
either that they pay more tax or that they pay more rent.
Would the Hon lember confirm that it is misleading to suggest
that those are the only two choices open?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMEET SECRETARY:

No, HMr Speaker, I certainly wouldn't say that those are

the clear cut obvious choices as I made that clear, I think,
in my answer., I put it in a wider context, it is one of the
factors but it certainly is not Just a choice between A and B,
HOIN MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Does the Financial and Development Secretary think that after
the discussions that we have had through questions it is worth
looking into the whole matter very carefully and see what
would be more convenient for the people of Gibraltar? Could

I have an answer Mr Speaker?

MR SPEAKER:

Ir he doesn't want to answer that is his prerogative.

HON MAJOR R J FELIZA:

Well if he doesn't want to answer, I put the question,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, isn't the position that the Government is going

to look at this and, if so, what prospects of increasing these
allowances does the Government hold out to the people of Gibraltar:?



HOKN FRFINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have already answered that question and

I am not prepared to go any further than what I have already
sald in the official answer to that question.

MR SPRAKER:

Next question,



26.6.78
No.97 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon G T Restano

Is Government now in a position to make a statement concerning
the post of Accountant General?

Answer:

The Hon the Attornev-General

The post was advertised last week,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 97 OF 1978

HON M XIBERRAS:
After my Hon Friend's question was produced?
MR SPREAKER:

You are being asked whether the post was advertised after
the gquestion was asked.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERATL:

I would doubt it. It has always been, as I stated when
that question was last asked which I answered in this
House, that Government was proposing to. advertise the

post as soon as was practical. It may by pure coincidence
have been advertised after the notice of the question, T
think it unlikely, I think it was advertised before but

I can assure the Hon Leader of the Opposition the fact
that the question was asked was immaterial.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, may I ask where the post was advertised?
In Gibraltar or outside Gibraltar?

HON ATTORIEY~GENERAL:

In Gibraltar. As far as I am aware only in Gibraltar,



26.,6.78
No,98 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Does Government accept that there is a need to provide some
form. of payment for persons retiring premsturely on medical
grounds and unable to find further employment?

Answer:

The Hon the Minister for Labour & Social Security

The Supplementary Benefits Scheme allows for payments to
persons, inter alia, who are physically incapacitated for
employment, and who have a very low income or none at all,

Other than for this provision which already exists, Government
cannot accept that there is a need along the lines suggested
in the question because of the very broad and general terms
in which it is couched. Let me add, however, that we would

be glad to look at any detailed and considered proposals which
the Hon Member - or anyone else, for that matter - may wish

to put to us.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 98 CF 1978
HON J BOSSANO:
Mr Speaker, what I am suggesting in the question, and I
would like the Government to give some consideration to and
I would be grateful if I put it as a question if they tell
me that they are prepared to look at that possibility is,
that somewhere in our Welfare system we should be making
some sort of provision for those who by virtue of a physical
handicap are condemned to long term unemployment and who may
have perhaps a relatively small income from their last employment
which under the supplementary benefit scheme is offset against
supplementary benefit. I am thinking of a particular case,
I feel, which is insufficiently catered for in our system, not
a particular person, but a particular type of situation.
Would the Hon Member not agree that if one can identify a
particular type of situation that can occur we should attempt
to provide something within our welfare system to cater for
that sort of thing?

HON A J CANEPA:

I would be very happy, Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member will
either get in touch with me, come to the Department and
we can talk gbout this or if he wants to put it down in
writing I can undertake to look into it. We may not be
making adequate provision for this particular case under
the scheme., If we can we will do so, if we cannot at
least we will advance good reasons as to why it cannot
be done but I am prepared to look at it sympathetically.



26.6.78
No.,99 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Can Government confirm that the Headmaster of the School
for Handicapped Children is terminating his appointment
this year?

Answer:

The Hon the Attorney-Genersl

Yes Sir,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 99 OF 1978

HON J BOSSANO:
Mr Speaker, is that job being advertised in the Service?
HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

At the moment, no. The Ministry of Overseas Development
have been asked to recruite.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is there any particular reason, Mr Speaker, why prior to
seeking somebody from the United Kingdom, an attempt is

not being made to find whether there is a suitable applicant
already in Gibraltar?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL :

It is considered that until 1981, when it is proposed to
localise the post, that a recruit from outside Gibraltar
would do the job more satisfactorily.
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26.6.78
No.100 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon G T Restano

Will Government explain why it is that delays in trunk
calls generally are becoming increasingly lengthy?

Answer:

The Minister for Municivnal Services

The delays being experienced at present are due to the
increased volume of traffic being handled by the Trunk
Operators since the restoration of telephonic communica-—
tions with Spaine. The traffic being passed at present is
virtually double that being handled before the restoration.

There has also been an increase in the work of the enquiry
positions which affect both '00' and '95'. This is due
to the change-over of the 3000 line group.

Even though an extra operator has been employed, a sub-
stantial amount of overtime is still being worked and
most of the affected staff are co-operating in providing
these extra hours.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO AUESTION NO 100 OF 1978

HON G T RESTANO:

Does Government agree that the delays are becoming increasingly

lengthy?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

I have already said that,
HON G T RESTANO:

May I ask what the Government proposes to do about it to
reclify the position?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

We could, Mr Speaker, recruit more operators if necessary.
Unfortunately there is no room for more operators there
at the present time nor are there any other international
lines available. Furthermore, some of the operators, two
of them in particular, are refusing to work overtime.

HON G T RESTANO:

Is there nothing at all that Government can do about this
problem? Are they just prepared to allow the delays to
be longer and longer and make communication to the outside
world more and more difficult?
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

We are prepared to do something about it and we shall be
doing something about it, Sir.

HON G T RESTANO:
May I ask, Mr Speaker, what is going to be done about it?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, that is under consideration at this very moment.
I think, Mr Speaker, we are now going into the subject matter
of the next question on the Order Paper asked by Mr Restano,

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister not agree that the real reason
why the Government is in this trouble now with international
calls is their failure not to have put the machinery to go
automatic into effect when questions regarding this matter
were asked about six months ago?

HON DR R G VALARINO:
Mr Speaker, again this question touches on the next question.
HON M XIBERRAS:

The Minister has indicated, in fact, that the bettering of
the situation will come with STD equipment but before the
question is asked, Mr Spesaker, could I ask the Minister
whether there is nothing which the Government can do in
the interim period to alleviate the situation? Our rights
on the qguestion on this interim period, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:
'Let us wait for the next question.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Provided that we do not give up our right to ask gquestions
on this interim period, Mr Speaker,
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26.6.78
No.101 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon G T Restano

Will Government inform the House if the investigations to
purchase STD equipment have now been completed, and if so
what were the findings of the investigations?

Answer:

The Hon the Minister for Municipal Services

The Telephone Department has already received a quotation
for the equipment necessary to introduce international call
metering facilities. The equipment does not however provide
for the signalling part of the equipment as this is still to
be decided upon.

SUPPLENMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 101 OF 1978

HON G T RESTANO:

First of all, Mr Speaker, may I ask what that quotation was
and, secondly, I would 1like to know whether, in fact,
Government is going to buy this equipment?

_HON DR R G VALARINO: o

Will the Hon Member repeat his question, please.

HON G T RESTANO:

Yes, Mr Speaker. First of all how much were the quotations
for the equipment and, secondly, has Government decided to
purchase this equipment?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

The quotation is in the region of £100,000 and as to the
second part of the question Government will have to decide
on this considering all other matters involved.

MR SPEAKER:

S0 no decision has been taken as yet?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

No decision has been taken as yet.
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HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, if Government did decide to purchase that
equipment, how long would it be before the equipment
could be in Gibraltar?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

It will be approximately a minimum, from start to finish,
of at least three years.

HON G T RESTANO:

Can I now ask what Government is going to do in the interim
period to alleviate the position.

MR SPEAKER:

You are being asked what is Government going to do in the
interim period to do away with the delays.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

We shall undoubtedly be trying to better the position here
as best we can in the interim period, Sir.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, may I know how because I remember the Hon the
‘Minister's predecessor saying that nothing could be done

with the present equipment to better the position. May I
ask what is going to be done to better the position, and

when?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

We are going away from the original gquestion.

MR SPEAKER:

Let me clarify the position. One of the supplementaries
asked in the last question was what was Government going
to do for the purposes of ameliorating the position. You
indicated that perhaps the answer would be clear when you
gave your answer to the following question. In the light
of your answer to the second question and since you have
said that the installation of 8TD equipment is going to
take at least three years, you are now being asked what are
you going to do in the interim period to better the
situation,

HON DR R G VALARINO:

The main problem is with the delays and we are going to
improve the delays by probably hiring more personnel.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Hon Minister aware that it is virtually impossible
now to telephone Gibraltar from the United Kingdom, that
it is easier to ring Haiti than Gibraltar? Is the Hon
Member not aware that Cable and Wireless announced that
they would put their telexes on automatic within three
months and they did it? Will the Government take a leaf
out of Cable and Wireless' book and perhaps consult with
them and see how they can improve the telephonic communi-
cation between Gibraltar and Britain which at the moment
is appalling and far worse than before the time when semi-
automgtic dialling was brought in which we were told by
his predecessor would alleviate the matters considerably.
Is the Government not concerned about the really unsatisfactory
situation that exists with international calls outside
Gibraltar and, far worse, into Gibraltar from outside?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

We are concerned and we have said we will deal with the
matter,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, surely the Minister said in answer to the previous
gquestion that it was difficult to engage more personnel because
there were limited facilities there. Is the Minister saying
now that in this interim period of three years by the end of
which the Hon Member may not be a Minister at all, is he
‘saying, Mr Speaker, in fact, that in these three years the
main thing that can be done is to engage more staff and is

he not prepared to confirm now that he has said that there

is no room there for more staff.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

I said there was no possible way of adding more staff unless
we had more room, and this is something that we shall go into,
of providing more room and therefore allowing more staff to
be engaged in the telephone exchange.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, is it the policy of the Government in order
especially to alleviate the strain under which the present
staff must be working, to expand the facilities at the
Telephone Department and provide extra staff-so that the
public here in Gibraltar that is already paying increased
telephone rates is able to get a better service?
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

This is exactly what we are trying to do, establish better
facilities at the Telephone Department, The Hon Member has
answered his own question.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, in view of the interim period of three years
which the Hon Member has indicated for the introduction of
STD, is he now able to give an indication as to when the
staff is going to be expanded so that a good service is
given to people here in Gibraltar and the staff situation
is alleviated? :

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, this matter is under consideration by the
administration.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, we welcome his statement that he is trying to
improve the situation but will the Minister not agree that
this is what we have been told during the last six months,
that we are going to try and improve the situation. Can the
Minister point to any act done either by himself or by his
predecessor during these six months, I am not worried about
the next three years, I am worried about the last six months,
to improve the situation, because it is not obvious to the
public.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, with all due respect to the Hon Member, we have
employed one extra operator and we are in the process of
thlnklng of getting another extra operatoro Unfortunately,
this is the time where holidays come in and sometimes we are
very short of staff.

HON P J ISOLA:

Can I ask, Mr Speaker, what the Government is doing, for
example, to have additional circuits which, I believe, is
connected to the Cable and Wireless earth station? I think
there is a question on that,

HON G T RESTANO:

The Minister said that it will take three years to get STD
equipment, Can I know what is the reason for this lengthy
delay?



HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, this is concerned with the delivery of the
equipment and the installation of the equipment. This
entails complete STD for all subscribers in Gibraltar.

MR SPEAKER:
I think we have got as far as we are going to get on this one.
HON G T RESTANO:

Since it does take so long to have the equipment delivered,
can I know why it is that Government doesn't order it
straight away?

MR SPEAKER:

Order, I think that question has been answered. A quotation
has been received and it is being caonsidered.

HON M XIBERRAS:

I think, Mr Speaker, the onus of responsibility must be
clarified here. When is the Government going to take a
decision on the question of the introduction of STD and
actually ordering and then they can blame the manufacturers
if there 1is delay.

HON J BOSSANO: -

Is, in fact, the Government now in a position to say that
it has taken a decision in principle to introduce STD because
this was certainly not the position hefore? Can Government
confirm that before the Government was in fact saying that
there was some doubt as to whether in a place as small as
Gibraltar it was feasible to have fully automatic direct
dialling for everybody and that was why they introduced
semi-automatic before. Is it known that that position has
been overruled as it were, and a policy decision has now
been taken to go ahead and what we are awaiting is the
implementation of that policy on practical grounds of the
cost of the quotation. Is that the situation?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

We have never refused STD out of hand. One has to consider
all aspects. The only thing is that all these questions are
dealing with the question that is coming later on in the Order
Paper to which supplementaries will surely be ask€deeses



HON J BOSSANO:

If the Hon Member will look back he may find that he might
well be the one who was asking the question when we got our
answer. Will the Hon Member confirm that the sort of answer
that he used to get when he was on this side is no longer
the case and whether the situation has improved,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Minister said that one reason for the
delay was that people were on leave and sick leave.

MR SPEAKER:

No, I am not going to allow anything about that as that
aspect was dealt with in the last question.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, what I am saying is that in every Department
account is taken of that and provision is made. Cannot
the Minister make provision for that?

MR SPEAKER:
Order, I will not allow any further matter to be raised

on this question. Next question.

N

.
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26.6.78
No.102 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon Major R J Peliza

Is the Minister for Municipal Services able to shed more
light on his predecessor's statement made during the debate
on Estimates of Expenditure, with regard to the seemingly
large increase under Head 6 Fire Services Sub Head 39

Answer:

The Hon the Minister for Municipal Services

Sir, the answer to this question is a long and complicated
one, I am, of course, perfectly prepared to provide the
Hon Member with the information requested and will do so
in writing unless he would prefer to come and see me about
it.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 102 OF 1978

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

. Mr Speaker, I would prefer to be answered in public since
this is one of the reasons why I asked the question. I
would 1liké the House to know about it and I would very much
like to hear that answer in public. .

" HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, it is not a question of not wishing to provide
the information to the House. I am prepared to send a
written statement to every Hon Member who wishes to have

a copy. The difficulty is that this particular matter cannot
really be dealt with in answer to a question. I might add,
subject to your ruling, that we might be in danger of setting
a precedent for re-opening the budget debate.

MR SPEAKER:

Let there be no misunderstanding about this. Ministers can
answer their questions in whichever manner they wish., Ministers
are not bound to answer any specific question they do not wish
to. It is for me to decide at any given moment whether any
matter which is being discussed at a particular time infringes
any rules of the House one of which, of course, is that we
shouldn't debate a matter which has already been decided upon,
but that will be a matter of judgement for me at the particular
time when it happens.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I accept your ruling, Mr Speaker, and, in fact, you allowed
the question, but what the Hon Minister is trying to say is
that the question has such wide implications that it would

re-open the debate. The information given for him to answer
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this question goes into a number of pages which would go
into the debate because this was raised. This is dealt
with in the Standing Orders and all he can do is what he
has done that is, say he 1is prepared to give those
particulars to Hon Members. If they wish to issue 1it,

and it can be issued to the press as well, that is good
enough but what he cannot do now is succinctly and intelli-
gently reply to a very elaborate question which requires a
very elaborate answer,

MR SPEAKER:

Well, that is a very legitimate position for the Minister
to take. I am not denying his right to do that and the
House has to accept his statement.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, I know the House has got no option but to accept.
The House must also accept it if the Minister refuses to
answer the question, we all know that, but isn't this

leading to closed Government, lir Speaker?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It is ridiculous to say that this is closed government when
fuller particulars that could ever have been given in the
debate will be available to Members. In fact, it is the

length of the information that we want to impart that prevents
the Minister from answering the question rather than preventing
him from doing so because there is a lot of historical back-
ground to the re-arrangement of the Head in which the Hon
Member was interested which cannot be answered without giving
the whole background to ite.

MR SPEAKER:

We are not going to debate whether the question should be
answered or not. It is the prerogative of the Minister to
decide.

HON M XIBERRAS:

I entirely accept the position that the Government may refuse,
for any reason, to answer a particular question put by Hon
Members on this side. We are perfectly prepared to accept no
answer, a qualified answer, an indication of an answer and
obviously the Minister concerned will be responsible for that
answer or lack of it, Mr Speaker, could the Hon Member say
whether it is, in fact, a substantial complication that there
is here in the case of one particular vote in the estimates
on page 30 Item 3, Is the matter of such complexity that
cannot be answered now? ~
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MR SPEAKER:

Order, I am not allowing debate. Whether the Opposition
feels that they have to take a particular stand due to-
the stand being taken by the Minister is another matter
but we are not going to debate the issue.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, I want to find out now whether the complexity
of the answer is an essential one or is it, in fact, that
the Hon Member wants to give more detail than he thinks
the House would appreciate at this particular time.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I have already stated that it cannot be understood without
the background to the whole thing.



26.6.78
No.103 of 1978

The Hon J Bossano

Can Government state what progress has been made with the
deep drilling for water?

Answer:

The Hon the Minister for Public Works

A temperature/Conductance survey, around our coastal areas,

to determine any outflow of fresh water has been completed.
Two scientists from the Institute of Geological Sciences are
expected to visit Gibraltar at the end of the month to super-
vise the removal of oil pollution from and to carry out a
pumping test on a fresh water pool inside the rock. They

will also complete details on the location of the exploratory
boreholes so that a contract, documents for which have already
been prepared, may be let for the drilling and subsequent test
pumping.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 103 OF 1978

HON J BOSSANO:

Does the Hon Member then expect that in the course of this
.financial yedr we shall be in a position to know whether
there are prospects of obtaining water from this source?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The drilling, Sir, may take a reasonable amount of time.
It is not only a question of striking fresh water, it is
seeing that when we start pumping it that we are able to
continue pumping for a reasonably long period of time. In
other words, the water flows back into the boreholes as
fast as we take it out and it would be rather reckless to
say straight away that we would know the answer to that
within six months,



26.6.78
No,10lL of 1978 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Can Government now give an undertaking that the leaking
roofs at Varyl Begg Estate will be repaired this summer
to ensure that the affected flats will be watertight next
winter?

Answer:

The Minister for Public Works

In view of the disagreement between the consulting architects
and contractors, Government has engaged a firm of civil and
structural engineers to examine the roof problem. Represen=-
tatives of this firm carried out an investigation in mid-April
and stripped part of the roof of one of the empty blocks., A
report is awaited shortly so that it is premature to predict
when repairs will starte.

When the conclusions drawn in the report are available the

Government will be in a position to bring about the water-
proofing of the roofs.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 104 OF 1978

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Hon Member confirm that really the

answer that he has given me is that the Government anticipates
that there will be leaky roofs again this winter in Varyl

Begg Estate?

HON M K FEATEERSTORNE:
No, I would not agree to that, Sir,
HON J BOSSANO:

Does the Government then say that if they were to get the
report of the experts tomorrow they would expect that to
give them sufficient time to ensure there would be no leaky
roofs this winter?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

We are expecting the report this week and we hope once we
have that report we will be able to start on the leaky roof,.
I would not 1like to go as far as to say that there will be
no leaky roofs this winter but I hope a considerable amount
of work will be done so that the majority of roofs, at least,
will be waterproof.
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HON M XTBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, as the Hon Member knows we coincided almost to

a dot in this particular guestion. Has the Hon Member
mentioned the name of the firm carrying out this investigation,
and the terms of reference of this firm?

HON M K FLATIHERSTONE:

Did you say have I mentioned the name of the firm? I haven't
mentioned the name of the firm.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Would the Hon Member care to do so?

HON M K FEATHERSTCNE:

Yes, it is a firm called Kent, Andrews and Stone.
HON M XIBERRAS:

And the terms of reference?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The terms of reference are to find out why the roofs are
leaking.

HON M XIBERRAS:

When the Hon Member says that the terms of reference are

to find out why the roofs are leaking and when he informed
the Hon Mr Bossano that he hopes that some work will be
done in fact in the course of this summer, is he saying

by implication that there has been a challge in the
Government view as to who should do the work at Varyl Begg?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The Government has never yet said who should do the work.
We are waiting for the report to tell us who should do it.
We are waliting for the report to tell us whether it is the
fault of the contractors or the consultants, whether it is
a design fault, whether it is faulty workmanship or whether
it is a mixture of both,.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Spegker, what I want to find out is what was the basis
for the Hon Members optimism that there would be some flats
repaired, obviously by the present builders, before the end
of the summer,

HON ATTORNEY ~-GENERAL:

Can I chip in here. I think it is going to depend very
much to the time within which the flats are repaired as
to whether it is a design fault or whether it is due to bad
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workmanshipe. My understanding is that?lt is a design
fault, there will be a considerably greater amount of
work done than if it is merely bad workmanship. Once
Government has got @ the report then we shall know the
answer of what has got to be done. We have always known
that the roof leaks but the contractors have said: "Ve
will put this right, we can do it, but we tell you,
Government, that if we do so it is not going to solve
the problem because of the design fault." Now we hope
with Kent, Andrews and Stone to know exactly what the
problem is and take the necessary remedial action.

HON M XIBERRAS:

I think this problem has been going on for a long time
basically because the Government's position is in fact,
Mr Speaker, and it remains so that there is a dispute....

MR SPEAKER:

I think you have been told quite clearly that immediately
the report comes along the work will start.

HON M XTIBERRAS:

I am rather loath to accept the production of the report
as the basis for greater optimism now than there was two
or three years ago. My question is, Mr Speaker, does
Government, in fact, still hold that unless the dispute

is settled between contractors and designer of the flats
then no progress is possible, or has it changed its mind
about that and if it is Government's view still that it is
up to the builders or the designers to accept responsibility
for this what value, Mr Speaker, will the disputants
themselves attach to the report that is being made. I am
asking whether it is in the nature of an arbitration, Mr
Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

Order., We are asking a simple question, whether the roofs
of the Varyl Begg Estate will be watertight before the winter
comes. Let us keep to the question.

HOM M XIBERRAS:

The answer has been, Mr Speaker, that a report is going to
be produced by a third firm. I am asking the Minister does
this report give him grounds for optimism in the settlement
of the dispute.

MR SPEAKER:

I will allow a very general answer to that question because
it is partially - relevant.



HON M K FEATHERSTONNE:

I haven't yet seen the report so I cannot, obviously, say

what it is going to contain but from my Department's engineers

having been present while they were doing the actual work

I can say that it appears that some of the possible reason q
for leakage 1s due to bad workmanship and, obviously, that

can be put right gquicklye.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is the case now, as opposed to the case before, that now both
parties, that is, the architects and the contractors, have
agreed that whatever the report says they will accept?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
No, Sir. ' (
HON J BOSSANO:

Then if the report says that it is the fault of the contractors
and the contractors still dispute it, are we not in exactly
the same situation we have been for the last three years? (

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

We will know who to sue and in the meantime we can use another
contractor to do the work.

HON J BOSGANO:

Mr Speaker, the decision of the Government now is that once

the report comes out they will sue, if necessary. If the

report comes out and says that it is the responsibility of

the contractor and the contractor refuses then they will swe

the contractor. If it says it is the responsibility of both

and they both refuse then they sue both but what happens, in
fact, Mr Speaker, if what they quarrel about is as they have
been doing for the past three years, the measure of responsibility
between both of them because, surely, even though the contractor
has not been willing to accept the whole responsibility, there
has always been on the part of the contractor a recognition that
part of the problem was due to workmanship but not the whole of
ite Is, in fact, the proportion of responsibility also going to
be a matter that the person who has done the report has bcen
asked to decide on, how much responsibility should be attached
to each?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

It is obvious that the report is going to give us the thinking
of the firm making the report exactly where the fault lies,
how much of the fault lies in bad workmanship, if any, how
much of the fault lies in bad design, if any, and from that

we will be able to take remedial measures.



HON P J ISOLA:

May I just ask one question, Mr Speaker, because the Hon
Minister said that the consultants are going to say why
the roofs are leaking. If it is bad workmanship then,
presumably, that can be put right., If it is bad design,
are we going to need another report to tell us what has

to be done or will this report say what has to he done?
Will this be the last report as far as the Government

is concerned as to what must be done to stop the roof
leaking, forgetting litigation, forgetting everybody. Will
this be the last report that tells the Government authori-
tatively and firmly what it has to do, whether it is a design
fault or workmanship fault? That is what we want to know,
is this the last report we shall get? -

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
That is what we ask the firm to do, yes.
HON UAJOR R J PELIZA:

And is it the intention of the Government as soon as the
report comes in to act on 1t and get the roofs repaired,
is that the case, and then sue the contractors?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sue, if necessary., Perhaps the consulting architects and
the contractors will agree with the report and there will
be no need to sue.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Couldn't you really have started work whilst the report was
being done?

HON G T RESTANO:
Mr Speaker, may I ask who will bear the cost of this report?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

For the moment the Government will bear it and vltimately, if
there is any legal action etc, it will be borne by whoever
blame is apportioned against.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, I would like to know, in view of the fact that
Government appears to be hopeful or more hopeful that some
of the repairs can be carried out in the course of this
summer, is this area of optimism confined to the work that
might be deemed bad workmanship? I think it is important
to establish this because as the Hon Mr Bossano has already
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said, there has always been a recognition of an obligation
on the part of the builders that some of the work was due

to bad workmanship and there was also agreement that they
were prepared to do that work. Does the Minister's optimism
refer to this particular area of responsibility or is he
talking about the whole?

HON M K FRATHERSTONS :
I would not like to prejudge.
HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, it is not pre-~judging, Mr Speaker, would the
Hon kKember give an answer? Is he saying that the builders
concerned are now going to be allowed by the Government to
do the work which they offered to - do some time ago or is he
saying that he hopes that work on the project as a whole,
namely, also those areas which might be due to bad design,
is going to start and produce effect in the course of this
summer?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

What the contractors offered to do some time ago may be
considerably different to the bhad workmenship found in
the report and, therefore, I would not like to prejudge
at this Jjuncture what exactly has go to be done.



26.6.78
No.105 of 1978

The Hon M Xiberras

How often are streets flushed?

Answer:

The Hon the Minister for Public Works

The Department aims to flush most of the main highways
once a week, however, this is not always possible because
of shortage of staff, due to sick leave, leave etc and
parked cars.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 105 OF 1978

HON M XIBERRAS:

How often are, in fact, streets flushed?
J
HON M K FEATEERSTONE:

On the average basis at least once a week.

HON M XIBERRAS:

.But is the Minister satisfied that this theoretical average
is,in fact, kept up?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Well, you may go down the Main Street, for example, and

you find that where one of the fire hydrants is,there is a car
parked over the top of it and therefore they are unable to get
to that hydrant and that section of the street may not get
flushed on any certain day but the rest of the street would

be flushed.

HON M XIBERRAS:

I see. Is the Minister saying that streets are generally,
barring these accidents, overall, on average, flushed once
a week?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, in most areas it is reasonable that it is done once
a weeko

MR SPEAKER:

With due respect to the Leader of the Opposition, one must
accept the normal intention behind the answer,

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

This has been the same since 1969, Sir,



26.6.78
No.106 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon M Xiberras

Will the Minister for Public Works inform the House of any
specific measures he has taken with regard to the general
output of his Department, consequent on his own statement

to the House on the matter during the debate on the Estimates
of Expenditure this year?

Answexr:

The Hon The Minister for Public Works

With the improved industrial relations resulting from the
acceptance of GIBPAY 1976, the question of raising produc-—
tivity is now being pursued and I am glad to report that at
this stage a number of changes will be taking place which
should increase the efficiency and the productivity of the
Department.

The Plumbers shop of the Maintenance Section which at present
is situated at the Water Section depot will be moved t®Ragged
Staff in the near future thus fully integrating this trade
with other trades of the Maintenance Section. A new area

- workshop will shortly be bullt at the north area. This
facility will allow the personnel undertaking maintenance

in that area to provide a quicker and more efficient service.

.

“The after hours on call roster has been revised and as from

1 July there will be four officers of the four main disciplines,
ie Building/Civil Engineering, Electrical, Water and Mechanical,
on call thus providing a more efficient after hours service

to deal with urgent and or emergency work.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 106 OF 1978

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, could I just ask the Hon Member to confirm,
that the first two measures that he has mentioned which are
expected to increase output, have been suggested for many
years, in fact, by the labour force and that it is not
simply as a result of better industrial relations, it is
surely a result of the Government finally accepting the
suggestion of the workers in this respecto

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I would agree that they have been mentioned for many years
but the union mentions many things for many years which
is not always practical to put them into operation but as
part of the effort to improve production we are this year
getting them going,



HON J BOSSANO:

What I would 1like the Hon Member to confirm to the House
is that it isn't that the workers have been blocking this
move because of bad industrial relations, in fact, the
workers have been asking for this for many years and it

is the Government who has been in the past unable to
agree so, perhaps, the improved industrial relations

is from the Government not from the other side, if they
are connected, If improved industrial relations is res-
ponsible for this it is because the Government is behaving
better now, is this not the case?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The workers have not been dropping this, I am quite willing
to conceive that. I would also comment that the gentleman
who looks after the union activities in the Public Works
Department has also been given an office as well as part
of our effort to help.

HON M XIBERRAS:

What is this on-duty register that the Hon Member was
referring to?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

This is the on-call roster. If, for example, you have an
electrical breakdown in the middle of the night or the
water pipe bursts or something, then you ring up the
emergency Department and they send somebody to deal
with it, we hope, pretty rapidly.
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26.6.78
No.107 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon P J Isolai

What cleaning arrangements has Government in mind for
keeping the beaches clean and tidy during the summer
months and are any special efforts being made in this
regard this year?

Answer:

The Hon the Minisfer for Public Works

Staff for all beaches, which includes 28 beach cleaners
and changing room attendants, have been taken on for the
bathing season. No special arrangements have been made
as these are considered adequate,

SUPPLEIENTARY TO QUESTION NO 107 OF 1978

HON P J ISOLA:

Is this number the same as last year or is it an increase?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I should imsgine it is relatively th€ same number.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, could I ask, too, is rubbish being collected
every day from the beach? Are the bins being emptied every
day and how many times a day?

HON M XK FEATHERSTONE:

They are being emptied every day on weekdays. I think at
the moment on Sundays they are not being emptied,

HON P J ISOLA:

Does the Minister consider that a satisfactory situation?
Isn't there a danger of disease? Is it not a place where
everybody goes on a Sunday when the beaches are crowded
and does he not think that the bins should be emptied on
that day? Is that not a matter for real concern?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

We would like to have them emptied on Sundays, Sir, but the
men who would have to work overtime to do so at the moment

evoked their own right that they do not wish to work overtime

on the Sunday.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Minister say why this is so, there must be a reason
for this. They were working overtime last year so why don't
they wish to this year? I thought there were improved
industrial relations. Can the Government explain why

they don't want to work overtime this year?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir. This is actually tied up with the next question.
Perhaps, if the Hon Member would like to ask the next question
I will answer the whole thing together. This does not preclude
his right to come back to it
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26.6.78
No.108 of 1978 ' ORAL

The Hon P J Isola

Can Government state how much it spends on publicity to keép
Gibraltar tidy and can it explain why Gibraltar is s o dirty
on public holidays?

Answer:

The Hon the Minister for Public Works

'Keep Gib Tidy' publicity on GBC is supplied free. However,
we have bought publicity material from the 'Keep Britain Tidy
Group' in the past but found this has not really been effective.

As a result of the re-appraisal of overtime levels the Government
decided to bring all the Sweepers in on Saturdays and most Public
Holidays but only eight on Sunday mornings, instead of all the
twenty seven sweepers, as was the practice and two instead of
five, for the sweeping of the lain Street areas in the evenings.
The men have not agreed to this and are refusing to work on
Sundays, Public Holidays and during the evenings. Consequently
no sweeping is being done on these occasions. It is hoped that
the men concerned will eventually agree to this new timetable.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 108 OF 1978

-

[N

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister explain how he can make a statement
like this after his previous statement only a few minutes ago
about the improved industrial relations? Is the position then
that there are not improved industrial relations, is that the
position in his Department?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

No, Sir. This has nothing to do with the union whatsoever
with whom our indusirial relations have considerably improved.
The men themselves, ignoring the union, have taken this upon
themselves saying that they do not have to work overtime and
they do not wish to work overtime,

HON P J ISOLA:

Could I ask the Minister that in view of the need that there
is to keep Gibraltar tidy and in view of the obvious need to
sweep Gibraltar every day of the week and have the bins at the
beaches emptied every Sunday, can the Minister explain how it
is that his department now consider that they nezed only 8
sweepers as against 28 in previous years. What is the reason
for the Department deciding that it should cut down in this
manner?
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

We did a 'reappraisal of overtime levels and it was not
considered that the full 27 sweepers were needed to clean
up the town on Sunday. We thought that 8 sweepers could
do it quite adequately. Unfortunately, the men did not
agree and they felt all 27 should be employed.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I do not wish to take sides in this dispute

but can the Minister tell us for how many years 27 sweepers
have been sweeping on a Sunday? It would seem to me that if
this has been going on for I don't know how many years,
presumably, the Department must have had some Justification
for bringing them on on a Sunday. How many years has this
been going on?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I should imagine for a certain number of years, all the time
that we have been subscribing to the policy of social overtime
during which time we have had more than one comment from
persons of the general public that they saw sweepers doing
very little on a Sunday morning.

HON P J ISOLA:

Is it then the Goyernment's view that for the last seven or
eight years 19 road sweepers have been employed by the
Government, at taxpayers expense, paid overtime and they

have done no work for it? Is that what the Minister is
telling us now? Mr Speaker, it is very relevant because

the public in Gibraltar have a right to have its streets
swept and kept clean and the beaches clean. How can the
Minister convince the general public and, indeed, Hoh Members
of this House that whereas for the last five years 27 road
sweepers were needed to sweep Gibraltar on a Sunday and the
beaches and so forth and today only 8 are needed and is this
argument not equally applicable to the other days of the week
then? ;

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

It was considered that eight sweepers would be sufficient
on a Sunday. I would comment that the general public are
so lax with regard to litter and are so prone to throw
litter away at each and every opportunity that they get,
that you could have a sweeper 24 hours a day and you would
still have pieces of litter on the ground. There is not a
very litter conscious atmosphere in Gibraltar amongst the
general public but it was felt that with eight sweepers on
a Sunday the streets would be reasonably clean.



HON P J ISOLA:

Do the streets become smaller on a Sunday or what Mr Speaker?

I want to ask the Minister, and I think the public are entitled
to know how the Government spends its money. Why is it that
less road sweepers are required on a Sunday when there is the
same amount of public around, as on a Friday or a Thursday

or a Wednesday or a Tuesday?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

We would not agree that there is the same amount of public
around. All the businesses are closed and therefore there

is no trade refuse that is put out as is put out in weekdays
in considerably large quantities, people don't usually clear
out their houses on a Sunday and put o0ld bedsteads in the
street etc, as 1s done in weekdays and the number of people
going through many areas is considerably less and because

of it being a Sunday we don't get so many people out shopping
etc.

HON H J ISOLA:

But, Mr Speaker, do the road sweepers collect these things?
It is not the road sweepers job, that has to do with refuse
collection, is it not? What has that got to do with the
beaches? Can the Minister answer or does he not wish to
answer because I think and I think everybody in Gibraltar
will think this is a most alarming situation that on Sunday
.Gibraltar is filthy, the day people can walk around and enjoy
their City such as it is, they are met with filth all round,
The beaches, on the most important day of the week for the
Gibraltarians who take their leisure theire, are dirty because
the Government. department which has thought fit to employ 27
sweepers for the last ten years every Sunday, now thinks there
is only need to employ eight on a Sunday. Does the Minister
not consider this a very alarming situation?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

No, Sir, I do not. The bins are emptied on the beach on a
Sunday but the overspill is what the sweepers would have to
clean up, the same as the overspilling in town, but the actual
refuse collection goes on as usual.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is the situation not a very simple one. Can the
Minister not confirm that the agreement between the employers
and the unions is that overtime is not negotiable and that
since the level of overtime is the prerogative of management
and, if it is a matter of policy, the prerogative of the
Government it is also the prerogative of the employee to
either accept of refuse the overtime that is being offered.
If he can confirm those two points can he also not say that
essentially what the Government is trying to do is cut down
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on its wage bill by cutting down overtime everywhere and
that in this area effectively bringing in less people on
Sundays means reducing the standard of cleanliness that
the Government is prepared to accept for the price it is
prepared to pay. Is it not as simple as that, Mr Speaker?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, of course it is the prerogative of the employse not to
do overtime if he doesn't wish to do so. In this situation
the men were told that overtime was being progressively
reduced in all areas but that in their area once this cut
was made there would be no further cuts and it is because

of that that we hope that as soon as they see in other areas
the second stage of overtime cuts being made and yet no cuts
being applied to themselves, they will then come back and
work to the new timetable. We also feel that eight men are
sufficient to keep the town reasonably clean on a Sunday.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is the Government expecting the eight men to do

as much work on a Sunday as 27 do on a Saturday, or is that

in fact the Government is prepared to accept that Gibraltar

should be a third as clean on Sundays as it 1s on Saturdays?
That, surely, is the difference.

HON M K FEATHFERSTONE:

-
N

Since there is far less work on a Sunday as on a Saturday
or any other day of the week, it is not necessary to have
27 men., Up till now we have accepted 27 because of the
policy of social overtime.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, it is true to say that the men who do the
sweeping don't agree with the Minister that there is far
less work on a Sunday, that is why they are saying that

they need 27 men as well on a Sunday., Is this not the case?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

They haven't said that in so many words but they have said
they would not like to lose the money.

HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Minister telling us, is his Department telling us,
a Department which is renowned for its productivity, that
there is 66%% less litter around in Gibraltar on a Sunday
than on any weekday, is that what he is telling us, 1is that
what he expects us to believe, because we don't, Mr Speaker,



HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

If the Hon Member would like to come to certain places

and inspect them on a weekday and inspect them on a Sunday
he will see the considerable difference that there is. One
example I can give him is behind the Jjunction of Horse
Barrack Lane and Cornwall's Lane where on weekdays there

is a tremendous pile of litter and on a Sunday there is
none at all because there is no trade refuse,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, could I ask the Hon Member if he knows whether
the reduced workload on Sunday is supposed to consist in
areas that don't need to be swept at all, or is it the
case that because there is so much less litter a sweeper
is supposed to move three times as fast on Sunday than he
does on weekdays.

MR SPEAKER:

Order. We are now getting into the habit of questioning
the reasoning behind the answer. You are given facts which
you can use as you wish and deduce as you like otherwise
you are not getting information.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, it is information I am seeking. In order to be

able to better appreciate the policy decision of the Government,
I am trying to establish whether, in fact, what the Government
has said to the sweepers is: "On Sundays, £ of the area is not
going to be swept at all."

MR SPEAKER:
With due respect, that is a deduction.
HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, there is an alternative deduction, that the
eight sweepers are still sweeping the whole of Gibraltar
but are being provided with roller-skates. I would like

to know which of the two it is? Can the Hon Member answer
the gquestion. Is it, in fact, that £ of the areas are not
being swept at all and that ¥, that is, the normal area of

the 8 sweepers only is being swepb?
MR SPEAKER:

Order. I think it has been said clearly by the Minister
that the reason why they think that they only need eight
sweepers is because there is less work and less rubbish to
collect on Sundays. '



HON J BOSSANO:

With due respect, Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member will confirm
the position for the benefit of Members of the House, the
situation 1is that each sweeper has got a defined area allocated
to him. I want to know whether the eight men who are being
offered overtime on Sunday are being offered to come in on
Sunday and do the area they normally do, or whether the area
that they normally do is being extended to cover the area

done by the others, in which case they are required to cover
three times the area at three times the normgl speed. Which

of the two things 1is it?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I am not in the position exactly to answer that one but I
should imagine that it is a little bit of both. There are
certain areas which are considered to be unnecessary to sweep
on a Sunday becasuse there is a very minimum of litter and also
because in the other areas there is much less litter they can
cover a little more ground.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I think the Minister accused the public of not being litter
conscious. Is it, perhaps, that there are not enough litter
bins around for the public to dispose of the litter and could
he look into that?

HON M-K FEATHERSTONE:

Perhaps it is that in the country where we are, and not the
country in which the Hon Member lives, there are no laws that
you get fined £20 for throwing a piece of paper on the ground.

HON M XIBERRAS:
What about the bins on the beach?
MR SPEAKER:

The Minister has said that they are emptied every day
including Sundays. Next Question.



26.6.78
No.109 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon J Bossano

Can Government state when the houses at Rosia Dale will
be ready for occupation and the numbers and different
types of units involved?

Answer:

The Hon the Minister for Trade & Economic Development

The completion date of the Rosia Dale Housing Scheme is
March 1979, There are 38 dwellings, consisting of:

8 bedsitters
8 2-bedroom maisonettes

and 22 3-bedroom maisonettes
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26.6.78
No.110 of 1978

The Hon & T Restano

Does Government have any plans to build, or to make
available land to build, a multi-storey carpark within
or adjacent to the town area in order to decongest the
acute existing parking problem?

Answexr:

The Minister for Trade & Economic Develonment

The provision of multi-storey car parks has been proposed
in the various studies which have been made over the years
of the problem of varking and traffic circulation in our
City. It has generally been accepted that such a solution
would be one way of creating extra parking spaces but it
has also been recognised that such a scheme would raise
financial and other issues which it would be just as
difficult to resolve., Government has at present no immediate
plans for constructing a multi-storey car park nor is it in
a position to make land available for this purpose although
a site has been proposed in the City Plan at the northern
entrance to Main Street., In fact, an approach was made on
9 June 1978 to the MOD representatives on the Development
and Planning Commission regarding the property involved

to ascertain whether and on what conditions it could be
released.

-
.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 110 OF 1978

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, the Minister has answered that there would be
financial and other issues. May I know what the other
issues are?

HON A W SERFATY:

One other issue would be, for example, that it would be very
difficult to make a scheme like that economically viable if
people were allowed to park on the street surrounding that
area free of charge. That is an important one, a very
important one, of great public interest.

HON G T RESTANO:

So for the time being can the Minister confirm that
Government has no plans to build a multi-storey car park?
Does it have any plans to decongest the parking problem
any other way?

HON A W SERFATY:

That doesn't form part of this question but we are still
talking to the Ministry of Overseas Development about that
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piece of ground at the Northern entrance to Main Street
as to the possibility of that becoming available.

HON G T RESTANO:

If that property did become available would Government
consider building a multi-storey car park there?

HON A W SERFATY:

Government will consider'building a multi-storey car park
or putting it out to tender.



26.6.78
No,111 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon G T Restano

When does Government intend to demolish the two unoccupied
buildings at Catalan Bay and decant the other adjoining
buildings and will Government state when it estimates that
the cleared area can be ready for the commencement of
residential development and will Government further state
whether it considers that to build just 16 extra dwellings
there is to use the available space to best advantage?

Answer:

The Minister for Trade and Economic Development

It is anticipated that it will be possible to demolish the
two empty buildings after the end of the present bathing
season. The decanting of the building immediately adjoining
will also be considered in the context of the Housing
Development programme. This will permit the construction
of a block of six units, work on which could commence some
time after August 1979.

The optimum capacity of the whole of the northern area of
the village now left for redevelopment is 15 units having
regard to architectural and town planning considerations,
to the need to provide parking for residents and visitors
and to the overriding need to preserve the special and

. distinctive characteristics of the village.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 111 OF 1978

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, has the Minister consulted with people who live
in that area to find out whether the villagers are happy with
this development or whether they would prefer the development
to be done any other way?

HON A W SERFATY:

I have had a meeting with the representatives of the Catalan
Bay Village Council, I think it was in January, and the Hon
and Learned the Chief Minister had one, which I attended, two
or three weeks ago and I think I can safely say that they are
not unhappy at the proposed development.
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26.6.78
No,.,112 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon Major R J Peliza

Will Government state the latest position with regard to
the development at Engineer House?

Answer:

The Minister for Trade and Economic Development

Following a reminder sent to the local representatives on

10 February 1978 Government was recently informed that the
difficulties created by the death of three of the directors
of Dayfenn (Gibraltar) Ltd had made it impossible to follow
the procedure proposed by Government in November 1977, namely,
that Government should be informed of the compensation which
the company would be prepared to accept for its residual
interest in Engineer House. The suggestion was made instead
that Government itself should make an offer and a valuation
was accordingly prepared by the Government Valuer. This was
sent to the local representatives on 16 June last and a reply

‘is now awaited.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTTON NO 112 OF 1978

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

-

Does the Hon Minister realise that history repeats itself
about five times since 1969 and even prior to 1969%? When
can we expect Government to take some definite action?

HON A W SERFATY:

Government cannot take any definite action just like that, these

negotiations must go on.
MR SPEAKER:

May I say that I have allowed the question exclusively so
that Government could report and the Opposition could be
given the present position. I am not going to re-open the
whole question of Engineer House under any circumstances
under this question.

HON MAJCOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, perhaps, the answer is to bring a motion on this
some day.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, will the Government confirm that the latest
position is no different from the position it has been for
a very long time, in fact, the last time it was brought to
the House we were given to understand that we were on the
verge of a breakthrough,
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MR SPEAKER:

Order, The position as I see it, and I say this because
I sit here and I listen to all that is said in the House,
is that there has been a reaction because Government has
made an offer,

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I think the position also was that the
Government was awaiting a reply to a letter from the
solicitors of the company.

MR SPEAKER:

No, you have been told that three directors have died and
therefore the negotiations could not carry on and that
Government has now made an offer for the residuary interest
of the company. That is the answer that has been given.
Next question.
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26.6.78
No.,113 of 1978

The Hon Major R J Peliza

Has the Government made representations to British Airways
with regard to Gibraltar being included in the new vastly
reduced fares structure which it is envisaged they intend
introducing in their European routes?

Answer:

The Hon the Minister for Trade & Economic Development

Information about British Airways proposals for a new fares
review was received by us on Monday 19 June 1978 and we
immediately enquired from British Airways how Gibraltar
will be affected by these proposals.

This is a matter involving the International Air Transport
Association in which forum the Airline has to discuss and
agree on fares.

It is reported that on European Holiday routes the airline
is aiming at a single class service with high density
seating in Lockhead Tristars and Boeing 737's, on the
assumption that the airlines .can get the go ahead from
the British Government to buy Boeings.

8ir, since this answer was drafted, I-have received some

. information from British Airways that I think I owe it

to the House to read : "PFares on the Gibraltar route

will certainly be included in the new fare proposals for
European routes now under study though, of course, Gibraltar
fares are already low in relation to many others. We will
advise you as soon as any specific provosals emerge which
might not be for some weeks yet. In any case do not anticipate
any change before April 1979."

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 113 OF 1978

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Has the Minister got any information as to what the fares
are likely to be? Has the Minister been able to get some
information as to the likelihood of the fares on the different

- routes because this is quite public in Britain.

HON A W SERFATY:

What those fares will be in Gibraltar I have no idea but
I do know, for example, that whereas some of the Scandinavian
fares are now £206 that kind of fare will be agbout £69,



HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Has the Minister equated the fare, not with Scandinavia,
which is a completely different route to ours and well
known for the high rate, but to Malaga or somewhere like
that?

MR SPEAKER:

Order. The Minister has said that he has no information

as to what the fare reductions are going to be but in an
effort to help has given an indication of what the fares

to Scandinavia are and what the reduction on those fares

is going to be.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I would be grateful for a similar indication of what the
fares are going to be to lalaga which is more akin to
Gibrsltar. Has he found out that? :

HON A W SERFATY:

We do not know enough about the matter at this stage

to give an inkling to this House what the new fTares
are going to be. I think it is premature to give at this
moment of time any idea of what the reductions are going
to be.

.

HON P J ISOLA: )

Would the Minister not agree that it would be foolish to
hold out any hope of any reduction in any air fares on the
schedule airlines between Gibraltar and London?

HON A W SERFATY:

I wouldn't say that I would agree but the Hon Member, I
hope, will be present at a meeting on Friday of the Air
Transport Advisory Board where this matter will surely be
discussed next Friday.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Did the Minister suggest that he would agree with that,
that there would be no reduction in the air fares on the
Gibraltar/London route?

HON A W SERFATY:

I haven't said that there will be no reduction. We are
pressing for reductions.

HON P J ISOLA:

I disagree with the Minister. I am saying would it not be
foolish on the part of the Minister to hold out any hope

to anybody in Gibraltar of any reduction in air fares in
the future between Gibraltar and London.
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HON A W SERFATY:

I think in the light of this telex which I have read
it would not be foolish to expect reductions.
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26.6,.,78
No.11llL of 1978

The Hon Major R J Peliza

Will the Chief Minister state if the name of the Tourist
Orfice in London has been changed and if this signifies
that this office at long last is to be utilized to keep
the British public and influential people in the United
Kingdom informed of the continued Spanish blockade of
Gibraltar?

Answer: .

The Hon the Chief Minister

.No Sir, the name has not been changed. The Tourist Office

is a Government Department,

The primary aim of this office is to promote tourism to
Gibraltar,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 114 OF 1978

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Isn't it true that the invitations sent out to the reception
on the opening of the office says: "The Gibraltar Government
Tourist Office"? ’

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The sign of the 0ld office at Trafslgar Square was "Gibraltar
Tourist Office" and this was being misinterpreted as being a
travel agency instead of a Government Department. We proposed
adding the word "Government" on the door of the new office.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Would the Chief Minister agree that the name of the office
has been changed from "Gibraltar Tourlst Office" to "Gibraltar
Government Tourist Office",

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It has not been changed. The notice which says "Gibraltar
Tourist Office" has now been properly put as "Gibraltar
Government Tourist Office" in order that veople should not
think it is another travel agency.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

But therefore, Mr Speaker, if I may say SO sesee
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MR SPEAKER:

Order, You must not get an admission every time you ask
something because then it 1s cross examination and not
seeking information.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, if the name has been changed and the Chief
Minister said it has not, I think ene should point out to
him that it has been changed.

MR SPEAKER:
Ordér. That is a matter of opinion. )
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, is it true then that the Chief Minister does
not intend at all to revise the functions of the Tourist
Office that he promised he would do so that the functions
of the office are extended to other matters other than
just tourism.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The answer is that it is the tourist office of the Gibraltar
Government, and whilst we do give help and issue material
and so on, it is not anything else but a tourist office.
However, considerable amount of help is given particularly
to Gibraltarians who are in difficulty, and insofar as
information is concerned, those who seek information other
than for the purvoses of tourism such as historical and
the political situation and so on, the Tourist Office has
got a pamphlet cglled "Historical notes on Gibraltar" which
is supplied to people and which brings the position up to date
with regard to the restrictions and to everything else,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

So the Chief Minister does not believe that the office can
be used to portray the other aspects of Gibraltar which I
think is much needed in the United Kingdom.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It isn't that I don't believe, that would be a matter of
state of mind. The point is that as at present set up and
having regard to quite a number of factors, the tourist
office is mainly concerned with tourism,.



HON J BOSSANO:

The position of the Government as I see it is that they
do not think they should have a Government Information
Office in London part of whose role the promotion of
tourism should be, but rather that what they need is an
office to promote tourism, full stop, so that, in fact,
tourism is not part of a wider function of the Government
office but the only function that they see a need for.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

As at present that is what is really the need. The wider
issues bring wider implications of expenditure and of our
relationship with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

As I said, I think, on a previous occasion, I have been

in the Gibraltar Tourist Office personally when Gibraltarians
in distress have been there and every help has been given

to them and I think we also help those who are not in distress.



26.6.78
No.115 of 1978

The Hon Major R J Peliza

Will the newly appointed Minister for Tourism make a
statement on any new policies he intends to pursue in
his Department in order to overcome the depressed state
of the tourist industry?

Answer:

The Hon the Minister for Tourism and Postal Services

I am giving close attention to planning policies for the
Tourist Office and will consider mgking a statement on
this matter at the earliest opportunity.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 115 OF 1978

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Could the Minister say when the earliest opportunity
is likely to be?

HON I ABECASIS:

At the earliest opportunity.



26.6.70.
No.116 of 1978 ORAL

The Hon P J TIsola

Will Government inguire from the sirlines what the state of
bookings on scheduled flights for July, August and September
are stating on what dates there are seats avallable for the
publiCeoeos

a) out of Gibraltar

b) out of London
and inform the public accordingly?

Answer:

The Hon the Minister for Trade & Economic Development

According to the General Sales Agent in Gibraltar for British
Airways and Gibraltar Airways the seat availability on 20
June 1978 was as follows:-

- MONTH (GIB/TON) (LON/GIB)
NORTHEOUND SOUTHPOUND
July 11th, 13th, 18th, 19th  5th, 6th, 7th, 9th

23rd, 2Lth, 25th

Total services 31 Totsl services 31 )
Flts., aveilable 7 =22.5% Flts. aveilable L = 13%

August 15th, 16th, 17th, 20th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th,
" 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 20th,
27th, 28th, 29th, 30th 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 2uth,
25th, 26th, 27th, 28th,
30th, 3lst.

Total services 31 Total services 31
Flts. available 12=3%8.7% Flts. available 18 = 58%

September 3rd, Lth, 5th, 7th, 8th, 1lst, 3rd, Lth, 5th, 6th,

. 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11tl
13th, 1hth, 15th, 16th, 12th, 13th, 1llth, 15th,
17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th,
21st, 22nd, 23rd, 2uth, 20th, 2lst, 22nd, 23rd,
25th, 26th, 27th, 28th,  2Lth, 25th, 26th, 27th,

29th, 30th. 28th, 29th, 30th.

Total services 30 Total services 30

Flts, available 27 = 90% Flts. available 29 =
96,6%

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUEBSTION NO,.116 OF 1978

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, may I thank the Hon Member for getting these
detailed statements. May I say straight away that I am very
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surprised to hear there are any seats in July because that
is contrary to information that I have been given myself
perscnally by the general sales agent prior to the 20th
June but, anyway, that is neither here nor there. I

notice the question didn't really ask it, but did he find
out how many seats there were actually available on these
flights in respect of July and August, I won't ask ebout
September,

HON A 1V SERFATY:

We thought about this but it is very difficult. Was it

going to be of any value to know whether on the 20th

June eight seats were available and here was I on the

26th saying that there were 8 on the 20th and perhaps

there were -none today. I would like to say that I took

the matter up with British Airways and I told them about

the worry and why not extra flights, why not substitution

of Trident Two's by Trident Three's. The answer is this:
"Capacity situation in peak summer, Situstion under constant
review but no reqguirement for operation of extra has yet
emerged. Additional Monday service starts 1lst July. For your
informaetion substitution of T3 does not help except on Madrid
services because enforced wing modification gives only 95
seats capacity." This is less than the Trident 2 so there is
not much use in substituting a Trident 2 for a Trident 3 on
a direct flight. :

HON P J ISOLA:

I thank the Minister for that last bit of information. I
would also tell him that he is out of date because is it not
a fact that there is on extra flight precisely tomorrow and
this gives the lie to what the airline has said that there
is ne need for an extra flight.

HON A YW SERFATY:

Mr Speaker, I would like to clarify that what British
Airways is calling my attention to is that there are Monday
flights commencing the 3rd July to the 25th of September but
the Hon and lLearned Member is quite right, there is an extra
Tlight tomorrow,

HON P J ISOIA:

I thought I understood the Minister to say in his answer

that the airline had said that no need for extra flights had
been shown and what I was telling the Minister is that in

fact there is one tomorrow. Will the Minister not agree with me
that the reason that it is now extremely difficult at this
stage of the year to put extra flights is because aircraft are
fully committed and with these figures that he has given us

is he not satisfied that it has shown an appalling under-
estimetion of the demand for seats on the Gibraltar/London
route this year, there has been an appalling underestimation
made by British Airways as far as Glbraltzr 1s concerned, for
which Gibraltar is going to pay and nobody else because their
profits will be big on full aircraft, is that not the
position®
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HOIN A W SERFATY:
An underestimation, I will put it that way, Mr Spesker.
HON P J ISOLAc:
Mr Speaker, will the liinister not agree'that it is an appalling
underestimation? Is the Minister suggesting to the House that
the travelling public is reasonably catered for on this route?
HON A W SERFATY :
The last thing I want to do is to defend the airlines here,
Mr Speaker, but nevertheless I do not agree that it is an
appalling underestimation. It 1s an underestimation.
HON P J ISOLA:
Is the Minister stating then that reasonable provision for seats
for the travelling public in Gibralter has been made by the
airline, is that what he is saying?.
HON A W SERFATY:
No, Sir.
HON P J ISOLA:
Well, would he say that there is unreascnable provision of seats?
HON A W. SERFATY:
Unreasonable provision,

HON J BOSSANO:

Could the Hon Member tell the House whether he knows of any
other Buropean route that British Airways is operating on where
it is impossible for a full fare paying passenger to obtain a
seat a fortnight before he wants to fly, which is the case in
Gibraltar, is there any other route in the whole European
network?

HON A W SERFATY:

It would be pretentious of me to try and give an answer to that
one, I simply do not know.

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Hon Member nevertheless say, with his long experience in
this particular field of Government responsibility, that it is
highly unlikely that any other territory would tolerate this sort
of service from British Airways and that therefore we are likely
to be unique in this respect?
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HOW A W SERFATY:

The advantage of other rcutes is that it is & route between
two countries and that there are competing airlines like
you have in Spain, with Iberia on one side and British
Alrways on the other. Here it is a cabotage route and we are
in the hends of British Airways and, of course, Gibraltar
Alrvayse

HON J BOSSANO:

And is the Government policy in this respect then that since
we are in the hands of British Airways and Gibraltar Airways
we might as well get resigned to the idea? Is that the
general policy of the Government?

HON A W SERFATY:

In fairness to myself I think I should ssy that we carry on
pressing the airlines. I think that I can publicly say

that Gibraltar Airways will at some future date, I really

do not know, perhaps, towards the end of the year, change over
from Trident 2's, to Boeing 737's, which will increase the
capacity of Gibraltar Alrways from 104 seats per plane te

142. I can safely say this because this is going to hapren but
of course when we are talking of seat capacity on the reute
there is the wider sspect which I have nmentioned here again
and again of the requirement of the touristeo....

MR SPEAKER:
Let us not debate. Vie are now beginning to debate the question.,
HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member not agree that although

he hos told the House on previous innumersble occasions that
he will always keep on pressing and that he will never give
up his optimism and will never give up hope, in effect that
particular epproach has failed singularly to produce any
practical advantages or results or improvements and what the
Government should be doing, in fact, is not simply pressing
the airline to come up with something but telling the

airlines what the Government want them to do, laying down
certain guidelines about whet Covernment wants, as Government,
in the interest of tourism, on the one hand, in terms of
coming to Gibraltar, and Gibralturians going out for a holiday.
The Government should be telling the airlines not simply
pressing them to come up with improvements,.

HON A W SERFATY:

Ve are telling them and we have been telling them and the Hon
and Learned lir Isola knows this only too well at any rate as
regards the approaches that have existed between the airlines
and representatives of the Government and the Opposition.



HON P J ISOLA:

ir Speaker is the Hon Member being fair to the House when

he tells us thst Gibraltar Airways is going to change from
Tridents to Boeing 737's which admittedly is a larger plane,

is he fair when he says that without saying that there is a
proposal to cut also the number of services so there will be

no more seats, is that not a fairer way of putting the position?

HON A W SERFATY:

No, Sir, because the fact is that there will be 3 Boeing 737's
flying to Gibraltar. I will accept that there were rumours at
one time that those 3 Trident Two's would be replaced by

2 Boeing 737's. The position now, as far as I am aware, is that
they will be replaced by 3 Boeing 737's so we are gaining
thirty eight times multiplied by 3 seats every week.

HON P J ISOLA:

Then the Hon lMenmber hasn't been keeping this side of the House
fully informed. Could I also ask the Hon Member whether it is

not a fact that the estimates of British Airways and Gibraltar
Airweys and their resesrch department, when they told us

that their resesrch department knew much more than we did, were
that there was going to be a drop in passengers coming to Gibraltar
of 20% estimated for this year and has that not been proved

totally wrong?

HON A W SERFATY:

Absolutely, the Gibralter Tourist Office has been so successful
in promoting tourism that the airlines are completely wrong.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Spesker, will the lMinister then not agree that there is a need
for the Gibraltar Government to approach this problem in a very
realistic way end not in the wsy that we have been doing, in
other words, there 1s need for the Gibraltar Government to take o
very close interest inside the airline itself in order to ensure
that the travelling public gets & felr deal which it is not
getting today?

HON A.VW SERFATY:

I will not agree with the way the Hon and Learned Member has put
it but I will go as far as agreeing that the time may ccme when
the Government will have to become involved on the route, whether
schedule or charter that is another matter.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speeker, when will that be, when ten passengers are left behind
daily in Gibraltar, when the public forces the Government, will
the Government take initiative in this matter? The situation 1is
there, the figures are there, the omens are there.
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0N MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, wouldn't the Minister agree that the relentless
pressurc that it has put on British Airways for the past
‘eight years has produced absolutely no results, in fact,.
they have been going backwards instead of forwards. Hasn't
the time come Ffor the Government to take a direct interest
in the airline, now, not some time in the futurc but nowe.

HOIT A W SERFATY :

The Hon and Gallant Member very conveniently forgets the
price of petrol, inflation etc., ctc,.

HON J BOGSGANO:

Mr Speaker, the last question produced the informetion

that the flight frequencies were arrived at on an assumption
that there would be a 20% drop in traffic which has not
materialised, which I would say, certainly would gualify

for the adjective "appalling” underestimation, Mr Speaker,

I don't see how the Hon Member can agree entirely that there
has been an underestimation of 204 and disagree that it is
appalling but, nevertheless, given thzt, would the Hon
Member not agree that if the flight frequencies are based on
an anticipated drop of 20% in traffic which has not materialised,
he has got a perfect argument for going back and asking for a
20% increase.

HON A V7 SERFATY:

This is what I have been doing, I have been pressing the airlines
for extra flights because now it appears that ncthing is gained
by replacing Trident 2's by 3's but we are pressing for extra
flights. We have had some extras flights already, five in

April, two in May and six in June.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Was the Minister informed or was he consulted con the estimates
For the current season by the airlines? 'Was he asked what was his
estimate of the needs of Gibraltzar and, secondly, has he been
officially informed about the terms of which the Tridents are
going to be replaced to some extent by Boeing 737's?

MR SPEAKYR:
Have you been informed?
HON A W SERFATY:

I have not been informed whether the British CGovernment has
authorised British Airways to buy american plesnes. As regards

the first part of the question, there were representatives of

the Opposition together with the Government when we discussed this
matter. This matter was thrashed out and an agreement rcached with
the airlines on the number of seats available on the route for

the year ending end of larch, 1979.

=N
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iR SPEAKER:

I will allow one more question and no more. We must not feel

that every time a question is asked on one particular topic

we can ventilate the whole nature of the teopic. Ve are ventilating
exclusively the seat availability on planes for a particular

three month period.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, I didn't understand the answer to the secoend part of
my question, namely, whether the Minister himself had been
informed on what terms the Tridents had been replaced, in part,
by Beeing 737's. The Minister said semething about the British
Gevernment which I éidn't catch. On what basis does he, in fact,
make the statement or put up the hopes of the House, that this
would be the case?

MR SPEAKER:

"Order, We are going round in circles. The Minister in answer to
certain questions has given intimation of the information he has
as to the future policy of the airlines in Glbraltar. Yeou have
asked a clear-cut question, as to whether he has been informed
officially and the answer has been '"no'".

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Spesker, could I ask the lMinister, because again I think he
is being less than fair to the House, is it not a fact that he
has talked about the seats being agreed up to the 3lst March,
1979, but is this again not put incorrectly, is it net that the
airlines say: "If you agree our fare levels we will guarantee
that we won't drop further the number of scheduleflights.”

HON J BOSSANO:

Is it not a fact, lMr Speaker, that in addition to these seats
that the Hon Member has menticned there are seats on the service
provided by Dan Air, that those seats are only available to
service families and United KXingdom based civilians and their
friends and relatives precisely because GibAirways opposes
DanAir making those seats even though there may be empty seats
on those flights that he has mentioned, being available to other
people, is 1t not a fact?

HON A W SERFATY:
It is a fact that these seats, at least this summer, are not
available to everybody.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I would like to pursue this because we are talking
about seat availability for the public. Is it not a fact that
there are planes leaving Gibraltar, Boeings, with empty seats on
them and that the reasons why those seats are not avai<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>