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The ¥inutes of the ¥seting held on ths 13th December, 1978,

" As in other occasions I would like to join my w

neving been previously circulated, were taizen as rezl gnd
conf'ir ed.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE OF NEW KEZNBERS
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

¥r Speaker, I am sure I am volcing the feelings of 211
members present in welcoming the Honourable ¥r Hull to
this House as Attorney-General Fe has come a long way
to us ~ from New Zeazland, and I hope he will find, and
we will find, that it was worth the long Jjourney and
that his stay amongst us will be a happy one.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, may I on behalf of NMembers on this side of
the House, welcome Mr Hull By some coincidence; which
proves this is'a small worLd both the rlonouratle Xr
Avecasis and myself, whilst in Jamaica, had the oon

of chatting and admiring the forceful style, of b
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of his in politics, Mr John Falloon, a very altv;ngu s
delegate from New Zealand. ¥r Hull brings 2 new zccen
to the House, snd if I mey say so, for Nembers this wil
be a welcomed relief. We welccme him and hope thau 151
contribution will be as signal as it ﬁ“omises to te.

MR SPEAKER:

welcome to those of the Chief Ninister and the
the Opposition. I am sure the House will uwenel
great wealth of knowledge of drafting, which ”_“ea:,
one of your keg-nevr departments of the law zad I hope

I myself will oe_able to rely on you, Xr ALttorney, on

matters relating to the good running of the House when
I need your services. Welcome t¢ Gibraltar and 1o in
House.

Hy
rwt40

(b..

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

ot
B
w

¥r Speaker, I would like to thank you, the Honoursable
Chief Minister and. the Leader of the Opn051t1 Sor yor
greit cordial welcome. I place myself at trc a&IV-CE oT
the House during my time in Gibraltar, and I ook Torwand
very much to being here. Thank you.

{23
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DOCUMENTS LAID.

The Hon the Minister for Housing and Sport laid on the
table the following documents:

1. The Landlord and Tenant (Comrunal Services Tcnements)
(No 3) Notice, 1978. :

2. The Landlord and Tenant (Commungl Services Tenensnts )
Notice, 1979. .
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3. The landlord and Tenant (Rent Relief) (Terms and
Conditions) (Amendment) Regulation, 1979.

Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Minister for Yedical end Health Services laid
on the teble the following document:

Tre Group Practice Medical Scheme (Amendment )
Regulations, 1979. .

Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Yinister for Trade and Economic Development
laid on the table the folIowing document:

The Port (Amendment) Rules, 1978.
Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Attorney-General laid on the table the
following documents: '

1. The Supreme Court Fund Regulations, 1978.
2. -The Supreme Court Fund Rules, 1979.
Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Financial and Development Secfetary laid on
the table the following documents:

1. The Izport Duty (Personal Relief) (Amendment)
Regulations, 1978.

2. Supplementary Estimates Consolidated Fund (No 4 of
1978/79).

Se Suﬁplementary Estimates Improvement and Development
Fund (No 4 of 1978/79).

L. Statement of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved
by the financial and Development Secretary (No 6 of
1578/79).

S+ Statement of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocaticns approved
by the Financlal and Development Secretary (No 7 of
1973/73). -

6. Statement of Improvement and Development Fund Re-
Allocations approved by the Financial and Development
Secretary (No 3 of 1978/79). :

Ordered to lie.

e

{ON FINANCIAL AKD DEVELOPMERT SZCRETARY:

¥r Speaker, Sir, it would normally be zppropriate, at
this stage, to lay on the Table the draft Estinates of
kevenue and Expenditure for the financial year cormmencing
on lst April., Buéget Day, however, is con the 17th of
April, and those estimates are not yet resdy to be lgid.
However, the Clerkx of the House, in accordance witih
Standing Order No 44(1), will send them to Vembers of

the House not less than 15 days before such Estimztes

are considered. In due course I will move under Standiag
Order 7(3) the laying of those estimates before the House
at the wppropri.te tine.

MR SPEAKER:

The Clerk of the House will most certainly deliver those
estimates of expenditure 15 days before if they are
supplied within the time to ensble him to do so. That
is our responsibility provided we are given the means.

HOoNM FINANCIAi AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
That, Mr Speaker, was implicit_in my statement.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIQNS.
’ MCTIONS
HON A W SERFATY:

Sir, I have the honour to move the following motion:

"Be it resolved that the House of Assembly do approve the
giving by the Governor of the following notice:-

Title l. This Notice may be cited as the Licensing
and Fees (Amendment of Schedule) Kotice, 157G,
and shall come into force on the 1st day of
April, 1979. :

Asendment 2. The Second Schedule to the Licensing and

of Ser0wrd Fees Ordinance is amended as follows:-—

Schedule :

to Cap 90 (1) by the deletion of Itemr 9. WHARFAGE
CHARGES and by the subpstitution therefcore of
the following:-

"S. WHARFAGE CHARGES

A wharfage charge shall be paid in respect cf
eaclh container discharged or in entering the
Port as Yollows:

Containers up to 25 Tfeet uin length......2 7.50
Containers exceeding 25 feet ir length..£15.00



]

v

w

Provided that no charge shall be payable on a
contsiner which has left the Port, other than
by sea, on such containsr re-entering the Port'.

(2) by the deletion of sub-paragraph (a) of
paragraph 1 of Item 9A. RENTAL CHARGZS and by
the substitution therefore of the follow1ng--v

“"(a) Containers discharged in the Port
having arrived by sea:

Jom : : (1) Contasiners up to 25 feet in
length:

the first fifteen days

free; for the next six days
£2.50 per éey or part thereof;
for each succeeding cay or
part thereof, £5.00.

(i1) Containers exceeding 25 feet
in length:

. for the first fifteen days
including the day of discharge =
free; for the next six days,
£5.,C0 per day or part thereof;
for each succeeding day or
part thereof, £10.00."

: (3) by the deletion of paragraph 2 of Item
10. - ARRIVAL AND DZPARTURE CHARGES and by the
substitution therefor of the following:

"2, There shall be paid in respect of
every fare paying passenger on departure
from and upon arrival in Gibraltar by
ship the sum of 30 pence."

¥r Speaker, there are two changes in this Notice, one is

. the wharfage charze and the other is rental charges. The

wrarfzge charge was introduced because of containerisa-
tion and the conseguent more rapidé turn-round of ships,
and vecause of this, berthing charges suffered a con- )
siderable reduction. The idea of a wharfage charge was
to make up for those losses. We then thought,that the
nuober of containers handled in a year would be about

3,000 and we now see that it is more like 2,000, so in

order to avoié a losz, we are proposing tbat weé should
increace the wharfage charge. The wharfage charge of £5
nitherto has been ‘rrespectlve of the size of the
container. We propose that the amount of £5 should be
inc“=ased to £7. :0 in the case of containers of up to

25 feet in length, and following the sare principle as
we have always done with rental charges, containers over

. 25 feet should pay £15.

5.

ineluding the day of discharge -

Ac to rental charges, the only slteration we are making
here . s that the period of free rentsl should ve increcased
from eight to fifteen deys. This has been nade poszible
by the Tact that the Kinistry of Oversews Levelcopm2nt are
releasing an aaditional strip of land ut North Ncle so
that the capacity of the lole to take containers hus
increzsed. It has also becone necescery because the
shipping pattern has changed from a turn-round of about

8 to 10 days to 20 days, and as the contuincr cwners have
been taking the conteiners outside the port, this has
rather worried tne Traffic Commission ané the Public VWorks
Department becouse of congestion of traffic end zlso
tecause of damage to roads. I think that the time has now
come,taking into .account that we now have the space in the
port, that we should reverse our policy and encourage
container owners to leave them in the port, and one way of
encouraging them is not to charge a rentsl fee for tlre
firgt fifteen days. Sir, I commend the motion to the
House. :

¥r Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the motion
maved by the Hon the Minister for Trade and Economic
Development.

HON P J ISOIA: '

I think the Minister forgot to mention the last bit in his
notion about the fare paylng passengers.

HON A W SERFATY:

I must apologi°e. The passenger rates will be increzsed
andé this I have discussed with the Shipping Assopiation

who have agreed to the increase as from 1 April, so they
have known, for scme time, the intentions of the Govern~
ment.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I suppose this is neither the first ror the
last time that there has been a reversal of policy of the
Government so there is nothing particularly surprising
about the fact that the Ninister has at last rournd ihe
error of his ways in relation to the period of Iree time
at the port and has now agrecd that containers should be

"allowed fifteen days free time. I think it is alnos the

first anniversary from the time when we asked that the

free period should be extended so as to be fair to sll the
people in the port who are operating the conua-uﬂrs and
especially the local firms who have longer turn-rcunds
than the more established shipping companies. I think we
rust welcome that part of the motion, that for reasons
obviously not connected with trying to be fair to nve“y*
body, but purely for reasons sgpparently out of cun
sideration of what tne Transport Commission sasys or what

" the Commissioner of Police sasys about the damage that
* these containers must be doing to our highways, somesthing

which, of course, I would have thought would have been in

-



the minds of the Governmant anyway when it was first
decided that the containers shculd bte moved out of the
port instead of kesping them in the port. I do not know
whether there is any ccnnection in this reversal of
policy with the fact that there is a new Captain of the
Port who may have different ideas to the previous one,
but anyway, Sir, we must welcome that a combination of
events have at last produced the right policy as far as
containers in the port are concerned.

¥r Speazxer, I notice wharfage charges are veing put up
cnce rore on containers, the amount looks small, and I
do not xnow hcow this will affect the operation of the
Port. I would have thought there is a lot to be said
for making the port of Gitralter competitive when one
hears so much about the goose that laid the golden egg
being.xilleé as far as the port is concerned by a series
of zcts not necessarily just from the Government but
from everycody concernsé in the port. One hears that the
zort should be quite a big source of wealth to
Givbralizr and an area of future growth is being made un-
corpetitive or unattractive by a number of measures like
this ons and then thig question of the farepaying
passenger whigh the Government is increasing thne amount
from 20p to 3Cp. I do not know how that is going to
affect travellers, a rise of 1Cp probebly will not, but
I suppose it may affect the reputation of Gibraltar as
oeing a place that is worth going to if every little
itex is increazed. I know the Shipping Association have
zgreed, and perhaps, they know more about this than we
do, but we all have to loox at the whole operation of the
port in general terms rather than the interests of any
particular sector using the port. I think a lot of ths
provlexs that arise in Gibraltar, as far as the port is
concerned, is because considerations affecting the day-
to-day running of the port seem to have a greater
infiuvence than major considerations of policy of keeping
the port &s. an attractive point of entry into Gibrzltar
and arn area in which there could be growth but for the
restrictions that seem to te put on its operations from
time to time.

¥r Speaker, we sugpport this mction mainly because of the
extension of time of free perthing for containers that
is inherent in this motion.

HOXN VAJOR R J PELIZA:

It gives me the impression that scometimes the kinister
Goes not realise tnhst putting up the cost of any movement
in the port, such as the cost going up Tor containers
does incrsase the cost to the importer. This means that
neitner the shippers, nor the agents nor the importers
pay for it. In the end the one who pays is the consumer,
and this. contributes greatly towards the rising cost of
living. Uoes the Minister xnow, that a small container

7.

being brought to Gibraltar ccsts £520, plus £40 for
lighterage and landing, plus another £20 for tranzport,
plus import duty. In the enc, the cost of an iten,
particularly furniture, doubles by the time it comes

into Givralter. Therefore, the CGovernment snd
particulerly the ¥inister should tesr that in mind. It

is very easy to increase charges but, it is agn illusiocn

to think that this is gcing to be paid by someone out-
side Gibraltar vecause it is not, it is goinz to be paid
here in Gibraltar. I certszinly would have thourst, that
the Ninister, should have looked into the ccst of bringing
and handling a contairer in Gitraltar and not be so quick
in increasing w!ar“age charges. I cannot understznd where
this information-was obtaineé from, but to have thought
that we were goilLg to have 3,C00 contziners and find that
we were out by 1,000 means, that scmeone along the line
produced the wrong information. This immediately, makes
people like myself lose credibility on everything else

‘that the kinister says, because, if he 1is wrong on a

simple thing like this, God knows what the informaticn is
like on other matter of which one has no mesns of checking.
I am very concerned by this. I will go along with my
colleagues, of course, but my personal view is that we
should vote against the motion.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, when the EHon Nr Isole was speakin
port I think he was, if I may say so, on the ri
about the guestion of the general interest of t
btut then he went on to say that we are only concsr
with matters of detail and smsll things. Ye shcul
forget that we have hid a blg struzgle which we hs
fortunately won of having port development ané having aid
from O0DM for a very big project in the port that is likely
to help the port compete with reighbouring places and to
enhance the very good name that the port of Gibraltar has.
It is in this context that one should look =t the port and
not in respect only of small charges which, per se¢, of
necessity, are bound tc increase from time to time. - It is
all very well to say: "Do not increase this or that, but
give more here, provide more nurses, etc" end then the
expenditure keeps mounting up. We have a msjor scheme

that vill enhance the visbility of the port snd it is on
that &rrect of the matter that I would lixe to recly to
what the Hon Nr Isolz sa2id. It has not been zn eusy
matter, it has been consultant zfter consultant and a
second thought given by the OLXM to see whether the idea

was viable or not, until finally we got the clecrance and
that was made abundantly clear this morning by the replies
given by the Hon kNr Serfaty to the question of the amount
of money committed by the ODM to port development.

4
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HON J BOSSANJ:

Mr Speaker, I am going to vote against the motion to
increase the charges. I can understand the tasic logic

8.



t vut forward by the Fon and Learned the Chief
at the Government rust look for revenue and

is a certain inconsistency in asking for
things that require money to pay for them and not
expecting he noney to come from scmewhere other than

&s manna fronm heaven. I thirk what cne needs is a more
cozent reason for deciding how much money should come .
from wher2, than Jjust the fact that the money is needed.
nat ths coney is nseded is obvious because there is an
nexoratle move in public expenditure everywhere in the
rld and it always moves in one direction and that is
The argument that has been put forward, as I under-
G the Hon ¥r Serfaty, for incressing the charges, is
ally that the veolume of containers is less than

ed, That suggests that one is aiming for a certain
revenue from charges on containers yonlng to

ar and that vecause 'the wvolume is less than

a

ted, one 1s increasing the charge to stlll arrive

at tae target revenue. If that is the cese, then I think -

that that is essentially the wrong approach, because,
generzally spea<ing, it happens in a great number of fields,
it yon increase the charges when you are facing decline

ne you generally I*rd youself with even more

in volume tecause you are providing a dis-
ve. Thé way to develop the port is to try and

€ the volume that the port randles ard not to try
n2ieve a certain yield and pitch the chargeu at

er levels are reguired eo that i1f instesd of finding
ear that he has 2,000 containers he. finds that there

X b Ly b
[olRe]

ne contsiner, th,n the Fon iember might want to
£z20, OOO on thét one container to make sure his
= is

[Pl

(o)

The ssconé thing is, of course, that if the reason for
eliminatirg the charzes for the first fifteen days is in
order to encourage people to varx their containers there,
trien surely, the best thing to do is to have no charge at
all because, that would be sn even greater encouragemente.
So inctead of just saying that the first rifteen days
should %e free of charge if we want to encourage people

to lewve them there, then have no charge at all and they
will pe encouraged to leave them there 211 the year round.

Thirdly, the question of increasing the payment made by
passengers. I think in toth cases we are talkxing abcut
fairly small sums of money both in the container charges
and in the passenger charges. In passen ger dues the
estinmate th year was £30,000 Jield. © this is a 50%
increszse, t we are tal::ln5 zoout a £15,000 anticipated
yield Tor t vear and if we are talxing about revenue-
raising measures, in fact what we are talking about is

the first steps in the 1579 Budget, the first £15,000 of
revenue-raising measures in the 1979 Budget- and 1r that
is what we are doing then I would say let us have a2 look
at the whole Budget before we are asked to vote cn it.

9.

HON I XIBERRAS:

Nr Spesker, I gather that we cannot introduce sn zmend-
ment to this motion as it is pert of Government business
and a flnancial proposition, tut as my Hon Friends havc
szid, there is one particular part of the motion sbout
which we wsrned the Government some time z2go and obviously
we welcoire the change of policy on this point. I nmysel?l
am not quite convinced that events followed the trend

¥

that
the Ninister said. I think, the fact that a particulzar
compnany piltched its tent, as it were, in the.azres arcund
Eastern Beach, moved its containers somewhere in the 014
Slaughterhouse z1d refused to move it znd had them there
without permission as I understand it, must hsove influenced
tie Government in arriving at a more reasonsbtle weliting
period in the port. I remernbter seeing large coniuiners
just along Devil's Tower Road where the Black Watch
liorument is. They were there for some consicderatlie tine
and, apparently, without any permission. We are glad
about this part of the motion and if we had the power to
amend, we might very well delete sl) the rest snd simply
eccept this. Ly Hon Friend ¥r Isolsa has said that he
would support the motion mainly on the bzasis of this

provision, and nJ Hon and Callant Friend has eguxlly
ightly said that he would like to oppose the nmotion on
the basis of financial considerations. It-is s fact, thet
if we are going to raise something like £2,5C0/3,CC0
against an expectation of 3,0C0O containers instezd of the
2,000 that Ltually come in, then the finencial differvence
itself is so 1little thast 1t canrot be a good arzurent.
Thet provision we disagree with. It is a very shrort-
sighted policy to increuse charges c¢n containers et this
particular moment wher. it is the Ninister's and the
Government's policy, which is shared by Hon Xerbers o
this side, to containerise rore of the traffic thet ¢
to Gitraltar. As the Vinister very well knows, w
increase charges at that particular pecirt of the impo
ation process, it tends to get ragnified Ty the pesple
wko hendle the containers and bring in the goods One
tends to get to the position where, as rerhaps with landing
charges, in the case of aer0hlanca landing hrere, st a
particular point the increase may be a small proncerticn of
th~ overall cost, but when the goods come to the cheop then
the effe:t is increased sometimes out of sll proportion
with t... charge that is being levied at a particular pointe.
I wcould like to ask the Minister for Consumer Protecticn,
wvhether he has been consulted on thie measure, secause
incresses at the port at this particular point do tern
have an effect out of all proporticn when the retzil stzie
is reached. The other point is, why haven't we had },OOO
containers as expected? Is it a case of celays in celivery?
Has is been’a question of strikes? VWhat ere the rezsons
for this? The Minister has simply btased his argur:nt on
a financial considerztion but he has not reelily told us

how much more money we are going to get frou this. If we
"were to conmpare it with the amount of publicity we give
the port I think it is something like £2,0C0 tru: arec

10.
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licity Tor the pori. or has he said what

3. Is tnis money solny to te used for port
And, if so, arainst the background of an

of £l1.2m it does seem rather a srall amount

t the apple cart Tor somethin like £2,500/3,520.

The other thing which I think is a valid consideration
is the argument of the Fon Mr Zossano. One snould look
at these things in the round 2t 2udget time as it is a
reverue-raisins measure which should be backed bty a
comprehensive Suﬁ.enent of policy. As the Government
“nows, the House has been arguling for development of

the port over a good number of years. BEvery time we
have had measures of this kind, an increzse in fuel
charges, bunkering charges, etc., we have asXed what

is the overall effect on the attractiveness of the port?
do not think we =hoL d allow the Minister to siip this
ne past the Housa., They will, of cocurse, because they
vs & majority but I éo rot think we need support him

n he does that. On the questicn of passenger traffic,
ould like tec ask the Minister whether the payment of
the amount by passengers is cone by individuals or is it
done by the shipping company as a whole. If it is done
bty the shipping company and the consent of the shipping

H@ 10

‘company has Teen obtained, then there micht be a bBetter

cusee. - I myself do not 1ke it. I do not think that the
zmount is goiﬁ; to vz thal much greater znd I do not
think thet ta that amount one can do a great deal in
fhe port to rake it more attractive to visitors. I
think the argument of the Hon Mr Socssano is a good one
on that. All in all, what my colleagues and I are going’
to de is to support that part of the proposition which
we agree with zna to show dissgreement with that part of
the p“or”s*t on we disagree with and the only way we can
do that is by stating ocur point and abstzining on the
moticn.

i
O

AW SA—AQE’I\TY‘

I would like to answer one ofs the last points that the
Kon' Leader of the Opprosition made snd thzt is that the
enger tax 1is included in the price of the passage by
»ping ccmpanies and as I said before the shipning
es have expressed their agreement to this increase.
that that sat*s‘ies the LEddeP of the Opposition.
b

aid tnat we are regalving abo at 2,200 containers.
not due to any strike but thet is the nuniber of

vs that wz can s2e¢ are coming to Gibraltar over
er‘od. I ac S”“Q the Hon Lr Bossano will under-

entage bas’ ’1Ee *npo t duty, are boung to suflfer

be suse of inflation. This is not a budgetary measure.
These charges have been brought as a package to the House -
because we were eager to lengthen the free period of
rental charge and at the sare time we are taking these
other measures.

1l.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is the Hon Member suggesting thast we are now running at
between 50% and 300% inflstion which are the rercentages
that he is applyingz to containers of uncer 25 and over
25 feet?

HON A W SERFATY:

No, it is a 50% increase on the wharfzge charge, from £5
to £7.50 over a period of two yezrs. Thris we will not
touch for some time co come, so it is more or less keep

up with the value or money. I know, as a businessman,
that the cost of bringing & contziner and cargoc from the
Uniteé Kingdom has increcased considerably in the last few
years. This small increase of £2.50 oa the wherfage
charge for a container is really chickenfeed, with all
éue respect to the Opposition.

4
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Z? the Hon Member will give way. Has the lMinister ha
the tam: experlence with landing charges ‘and thirgs o
that nature, where the increcse has been small-but th
landing charges have had a very bigz effect? -

HON A W SERFATY:

That is another subject altogetber but lan 3,
as we all know, have considerably increc t
year or so, but this is not what we are d; v,
What we are dti scus ing now,. are the incresz cl
and wharfage charges on containers. The © e lr
Bossano made a po;nt gbout the lengthening o e period,
¥ell, the lengthening of the periocd to firte zys is
because normally there will not be much rent CLarge.
There is no questior of leaving a contziner and certainly
we are not going to make ourselves a party to encourage
anybpody to leave a contairer a whole year in the Port.
The fifteen days is becszuse it more or less coincides
with the period of turn rouna of the ship cominz Trem the
same company to collect the containers. I think it was
the Honourable zZnd Learned kr Isola who said thxt it had
tgken us 2 year to bring this to the House., Vell, it has
taken us a year to get the Minictry of Defence to agree

and make available, to the Government of Gibrelisr, this
new area for containers in the Port.

Mr Speaker then put the guestion and on 2 vote teiny teken

‘the following Kembers'vo»ed in favour

The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon A J Canepa

The Hon M X Feztherstone
Mhe Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
the Hon A P Nontegriffo
The Hon A W Serfaty

12.
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The following

The
The
The
The

Hon

Hon
Hon
Hon
Hon

Dr R G Valarino

E J Zammitt
D Hull
A Collings

dember voted

against:

The Hon J Bossano

The followiﬁg Hon Memters abstalned:

The fallowing Hon M

The
The
The
The

Hon
Hon
Hon
Hon

P J Iscla
Major R J Peliza
G T Restano

M Xiberras

zbers vere absent from the Chamber:

The Eon M¥ajor F J L=llipiani
The Hon J B Perez

3T1L

The motion was accordingly carried.
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these will be taken, as is our custom, in
the Comzittee stage on the Bili. I beg
to move, Mr Speaker,

¥R SPEAKER:

Before I put the questicn to the liouse, coes any
Honourable Kertver wlsh to speak on the gerneral principles
and merits of the Ri1l?

. HON M XIEERR

Mr Speaker, I have a few points to make. The fact that
£914,000 have been ssked of the House coes not mean, or
dozs it mean, that this is a net incresse recuired te
meet expenditure, or does it mean; in fact, that there
might be 'savings urder the various Fesds which do not
increase the net'expenditure voted by the House at the
last Budget. The secord point is the question of
discussing re-allocation, the virements, and this, Nr
Speaker, perhaps I might direct at you in =« more direct
way. Is it possible to discuss, within the terms of the
motion, and in Committee, the virements which the Financi
and Development Secretary hss given notice of to the Hou

M
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MR SPEAKER:

I don't think so. The virerments, surely have beex already
voted for and therefore they are not at issue in zny
manner or form.

HON ¥ XIBERRAS:

On the question of the “e—dl’ocat*o“a, ¥r 3Spesker, may I
ask for your guldance on this, whether it would oe
necessary to bring & specific motion, let us suy 2 nis

case two months site the event, to discuss a mal
perhaps, a quite large re-allocation of Government Fun
Is that, in fact, the case?

MR SPEAKER:

That would be the case. As a matter of fsct the Tinancial

procedures followed bty the Governmenit is open to question
by the House by motion. The procedure that we are Tollow-
ing now is voting extra sums of money. Any monies thsat
heve already been voted in previous approprizticnc ere
therefor: authorised and are not a subject nmatter of the
motion ! :fore the House or the second reading of the Bill
itself.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Spegker, I am not trying to introduce virements through
the besck door but, presumably, this is the zdditional
provision that the Government requires to pay for its Bills
1111 the end of the year, butl this is the bzlance that is
required arlter using monies that have been voted for a
particular purpose for ancther prunose. The only *tem

that I would have thought, and T woald welcome from th

1L.



Firuncial and LCevelopment Secretary arn explanation why
it hasn't been broucnt, I would have thought would have
reguired sujpplementary provision, is one large item in
the virements and thet is a sum of £L7,800 that has been
vired roz ithe painting and mzintenance of Crown

#%hich item are you referring tc?

HOX P J. ISOLA:

fead 21, page 2 of the virements. A sum of
T seexs to have been vired away for painting
ning Crosn Properties to meet what must be,
an unusual incidence of sickness in the
ks Departrent.
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MR SPRAYER:

Are you looxing at the statement on allocations? I think
you are looking st the wrong papers.

EON ® J ISOLA:

-

Lt the statement of re-allocations,
IR SFEAXZR:
2ut this is not the cne that is before the House.

HCN P J ISOLa:
I know, Mr Spesker, whet I was asking the Firancisl and
Developrment Secretary is, in seeling provision from the
Ecocuse for. £914,000, I would lixe him when replying, not
now, +o nerhaos explzin tc the House how it is that he
dcesn't consider it necessary to include in the Appropria-
tien-Bill provision for this sum of £47,800 which has
apperently teen vired awzy from painting Crown Properties
and maintaining them to maintain‘ng people who are on sick
leave. I think it would help the House because it is
cu‘ta a larze sun and I would have thought that there is.
a big difference between maintaining and psinting Crown
Pro p»“ties and giving sick pzay.
YR SPEAIER:
Perhaps we nmight seek at this stage the assistance of the
Finazncial and Development Secretary.

HON PINANCIAL AND DIVEZLOPMERT SECRETARY:

Mr Spéaker, the Merters of the Opposition are beginning
to succeed in corfusing me totally. The motion before

i5.
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the House is to approve the second reading of =z Till
which seeks saditional funds. It has ncth*“g whatso~
ever to co with virerent or re-usllocation, The power
to re-zllocate is given me by law sna it is the rower
to re-allocate funds which have slreacy teen voted,
provided that the re-allocsticn is made Ior a purpose
which is within the general ambit of the hesc to which
this House originally appropriated them, What we are
now talking about 1is something quite difrferent. It is
simply that Covernment is seening the asuthority of this
House by a Supplementary Lppropristion Ordinznce to
increase the sums which this House has at previous
meetings already appropriated.

HON K XIBERRAS:

I think, Mr Speaker, that the 1=’1nan\.ial ar:d Develop:ent
Secretqry has not helped Hon ourutle Nembers on this sice
of the House beczuse he stated something that we do in
fact znow already. What we want to know is whether in
fact the exercise of the powers that we kxnow he has to
re-allocate in fact gives the House a fair opportunity
oi discussing.

MR SPEAKER:

That is not the point that kr Isola is making, under any
circumstances. ¥r Isola was sayinz thuat being such ¢ dig
virement shculd it not have come under tnis Appronriastion
“ill The answer that has been given by the Finsncial

d Development Secretary is that irrespective of the
qu-ntqm of the virement provided it 1s spent within tre
particular Head for which it was voted, he has got the

power to re-allocate. Is that correct?
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNENT SECKETARY:
Yes, basically, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

That is the answer to kr Isola's question that there is
no need to eppropriste again because it has been
appropriated once already.

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, I am aware of this snd I thenk the Fi i
and Levelopnment Secretary for interposing his explznst
I am not seeking to discuss the virements. I xKnow the
are there and that it is reslly for the information of
the House and if we are dissaztisfied witnz them I suppcse
we could raise them. But I would thirk thot, ror cxample,
in the Public Accounts Committee I think it co-l& te
guestioned as to wheiher money that was votad by the
‘Eouse for maintainirg and pai ntzng Crown Properties could

be used for the purposes of paying sick Leave, for example.

16.
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It sesms to me that whereas I can appreciate other
virements that occur, and I am only mentioning this
cne, it seexs to me that an item that is so large and
really nothing to do with maintaining and painting
Crown Properties.

ACN CHIEF #INISTER:
And wages.
HON P J ISOLA:

Hr Speaxer, I Znow there is wages in that factor but we
are talking of sicxk wages. In other words, monies have
not been used for maintaining and painting properties,
it hzs been used for paying Deoplu on sick 1 ave with’
it.

1R SPEAKER:

Order, order. The answer has been very specifically
given. The answer is, yes.
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does seem to me, Mr Spesker, that items like this

nould perhaps ve sought for sgain in an Appropriation

1 even though this might result in a surplus under

in gusstion. r, for exanple, the Government
sble to maintain and palpt C“owp Properties

oezn't have the Uaiﬁu or nasn't had the

the wcerxers haven't vworked with the paint and
Jteu the properiies, I don' t think that money should
vired away from that in this way to pay people who

ve not werxed and who have been sick. I thought the
nt should ve made. I think it is of importance and
ol mdh‘ns it, ir Cpeaker, beczuse in another capacity
n
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i
thinr it is scomething that could in my aind be
gitinztely guesticrned, as to whether expenditure that
d en voted haé teen properly spent.

S ot Oyt D

Are there any other contributors?

HOM FINANCIAL AND DEIVEZLCPMUENT SZCRETARY:

I would lixe to dezl first of ell with the first point
rade by the Lezcer of the Opposition. He sgid: "Is this
money that the Government is now ssexing, the £914,000,
a net amount or a gross amount?" It is a gross amount.
It is based as set out in the schedule on applications
received from Controlling Officers for addéitional funds
for the purposes which are thersin described. To that
exient, therefore, it 'is money which they consider that
they will have to spend on those services before the 31

17..

of March which, if they do not have
this Youse, they will of ccurse, Le
vote. They therelore have scug nv T
znd the Governient in turn is

he wutrority of
reurring an excess

the Governnrent,

from this Heuse
an sdcitional aprropriation amounting in total to the
figure of £514,19S. The Honoursble znd L,arn ¥r Teter
Isola, I think, is misdirecting himself on two ca: 1S
First of all, he is overlooxinb the fact th;t the item
which he mentiorned which is painting of Crown Frocerties
was an item approved in the Estimates and so too, was

the other item to which money wgs vired. In otne“ words,
the pover of virement is given in the Public Finance
(Control and Audit) Ordinznce to the Finzncizl and
Development Secre.ary, was exercised to re-zpporticn the
amcunt originally ~~ted drcer the one suvbefv to aznother
subhead within the same Head. Of course, it will be
perfectly proper if at the appropriute time t.ie Public
Accounts Committee wishes to csll that power into
queotion and wbether, af'ten hearing Irom the Finun
ard Develorment Secretary st the time and taking
other evidence otviously as it Day wish to, it con
it so imporiant that the powers which this House
given to the Financial snd Yevelopment Secretzry 2
should bve in any way circumscribed then, of course, the-

v 30
) (7 0

LY

s}
D

Public Accounts Committee in reporting its findings znd
recommendations to this House, is perfectly zit liberty
to so recommend. Yinether or not the Government of the

day, whenever that mzay be, will see fit to sccept suchn
recommendation is an entirely different matter, bu )

there is no connection tetween what we sre now debazating

and re-azllocations. If, and I think we have had this

out before, if any hkember of the House wishes to have

information as to the whys and wherefores of g particular

virement between one subhe.d and another subthead, ‘then

they have the opportunity to tsble & guestion. Vhat I

cennot answer and I cannot be expected tc do is to cox

to this House and have particular virements mentioned

and be expected to explain the vackground znd the why

and the wherefores. kr Speaker, I beg to nove.

¥r Speaker then put the question which was resolved in
the affirmative and the Bill was rezad a second tinme.

HCIN FINANCIAL AND TUEVELOPNENT SECRETARY:

If all Meabers agree, ir Speaker, énd we reach that page
this evening, then I would like to move the Committee
Stage and Third Reading of the 3ill.

This was agreed to.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNENT SECRETARY:

M¥r Speéker, Sir, I have the honour to move the suspe“sion
of Standing Orders Nos 29 and 30 in respect of the

Barclays Bank International leited Loan Agreexent
Ordinance, 197S.

18.



oposs the question I will explain to the
Standinz Orders Yos 29 and 30 deal with the
of the 311l in the Gazette and the printing
1, none of wiich have been complied with.

Speaxer, rerhaps the reascns for the suspension of
nding Orders should in fact be stated at this point
than in consideration of the Bill after the House
ced toc suspend Standing Orders. I do not know
I am completely up the creek on thils or not.

we susgend Standing Orders we are not in a position
cuss the Bill,

Ul [0}

HON M XIBZRRAS:

In rmoving thre sus“ension of Standing Orders the Kember
whe in fact does so might indicate why he wishes to
move the suspénsion of Standing Jrders. ‘

TTANT WMTIAY
POYOPES

DEVZLOFUEITY SZCRETLRY:

754 zr, if I may be allewed. This was an omission

cn rt and I :pologise. The negotiations for tails

2a .ar loan vwers onliy con ClLJSE lest wesk and it was there-
e} ossitlie to set out th° terms that had been

ne ed in Bill form. Ve have attempied, however, and
I succeeded In dringing the i1l to the House in

or form. It was a question that there was no time
af ne negotiations were completed to give Hon Members
th sual zrount of notice and to have the Bill circulated
in the usual w way.

HON I XIBZRRAS:

ouratle Xember for that ¥r Spesker, I

’) act, the House olten does this. Some
Ecnouratle lercber asks for leave of the House to suspend
Stanging Orders and then makes his case for moving that
sucpension zfter the House hss agreed to do so, and in
fzect I welcome this stztement by the Financial and
Development Secretary as to the reasons why the Government
feels it is necessary to move the suspension of Standing
Créers. It is a rmatter of some monment, obviously, not
Just beczuse of the amount invelved, tutl because of the
policy invelved, and I would support the suspension of
Stan z Orders. As to the format in which the Rill
has e to the ”ouse, thie Financial ané Development
Sec ry congratulates himself in having brought it to
the se in printed form. It is an unusual thing and I
aocn emexber having scen this done before. -

19.
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MR SPEAXER:

I am su.prised that it is nct printed in the usuzl green
paper.

HON M XIBERRAS:

There might be 2 very good reason for it, lMr Spezker, but
as with traffic signs, green and white éo have z
significance in the House and it marks the different
stages in the approval of a »Hroposition by the Eouse 2nd
therefore there might be very good reasons for cdoing it
but I think the matter should be raised in the House and
perhaps explained rather than be a sibject for con-
gratulations.

Mr Speaker then put the question which wzs resolved in
the affirmative and Standing Orders lNos 29 andé 3C were
accordingly suspended.

THE _PARCLAYZ BANK IUTERNATIONAL ITD LOAN AGREENENT
ORLILANCE, 1979.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMEIRNT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have the honour to move that th
for an Ordinance to raise the sum of £2,5C0,000 Ir
Barclays Bank International Ltd te read @ first ¢

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in
the urffirmative and the Rill was recd a first tive

HON FINANCIAL AND LDEVEIOP)

CRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I iteg to move that the Bill be row rezd
a s~cond time. 3Before I begin, I clearly sm ex WuCLEQ at
least by the Honourable Leacder of the Opposition, to :
a2pologise to this House for unwittingly trarmpling on
delicate sensibilities in relation to certsin coloured
paper. I can assure the House that I hzd not the
slightest intention in sny way of disturbing those
sensibilities. My sole objective, in consultation wit
the Attorney-CGeneral's Chanbers, was to save some one}
so that instead of having & printing on green firs t nd
then on white, I decided we would save « little rcnej .
by having a single run of printing. But ir sensibilities
have been in zny wazy offended, quite naturslly, i'r
Speaxer, I apologise. Nr Speaker, I think it is quite
obvious that in movingz tiie second reading of the 5111 I
rust be precise in what I say. I would tnerelore hone
that the Chair does rnot insist too siringently on Standing
Order 46(3) and will allicw me to make very repeated '
references to ny copious rnotes. Nr Speaxer, in the course
of my statement to the House lest April on the Estimetes I
outlined the Governmen.'s borrowing recguiremesnts in
relation to the 1978/81 Development Programme. I said
then that excluding the investment which would be needed
to finance the development of electric power generation
20,
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and 1 Gesalination plant,
the ilec for a movllisation
of a ! c wnds over a three-year
veriod or t t was thousht that 22m could be
rzisec rough ual Budgetary contrivution and local
funding and trhat the balance of £2.5m would come from

s

-
the modbilisation of dormestic savings through the
nple"entation of XHouse Purchase Home Ownership Schemes.
Si ince then, and I ao sure this will come as no surprise
House, the borrowing requirement has had to be
ravised upwards. On the tasis of current cozt estimates,

it is iikely io be zocut 6.2 over the programme period,

that is, until the 31 March, 1931. That sum is exclusive
of ary invesztiment reguired fov aaditional electricity
genzrating capacity or new desalination plant. The
figure is not firm, it would make my Jjob a great deal

easier if it coulé be regzrded as Firm. But estimation
in this field is subject unfortunziely to many variables
and mzny of them, unTortunately, unfcreseen varisbles.
Trere 2z, for exsople, cost overruns, estimates have to
te re 2¢ znd glmost invariably wnen we are talking of
capit projects that means a2n upward revision of the
cost. Additionzl works are froz time to time added to
the Programme which the Government wishes to carry out
as a mziter OF urgency. Finally, of course, on the other
cide of the coi there is no point in obscuring it,
thers is . er, > 3t significant
facter Wl nushed up the Gover nt's borrowing
reculirenm e 10% loczl fund contrivution to the
cost of | r QLM funded projects. For the first
t¥o yeer Pro mme, that is until the 31 Narch
next ye: nt vasis of current estimate of cost,
the t is 1 iy to need some £3.7m, the greater
sart smount ing reqﬂlreu in the course of 1379/
1320 al yezar I+t was decided to atiempt to fund
uz To Z£z.5m of this guirement with nsw mcney Trom out-
zide Givbraltzr, tha s, by raising it externally in the
Ionden ¥zrzet. To s end exploratory talkxs were held
in August Iast yes th the Bank of EZngland, the Foreign
gnd Commonweslth O e, with a number of }Yerchant Banks
and finarcial inst ions as wz2ll as with certain member firas
of e waeon 3icc change The response was Tavourable
an lov { m n*f*nJ Toroal
& to s rm loan facility.
= Tar a 1th 2 del'inite
fter ths nos
teticons recs
ys Bank Inte
negotiate te
£2.,5m n
whi
uiéed
er
]
ef
Wi
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’Prcea cre as fo
be uUsea specificully tor prment
be repaid in 24 half-yecrly instalmen 0
commencing two yesrs from the date of the arreement, wiih
ni
&

a

T
a firal instalment of a like umount on the 15th an
of that cate. There is a two-year morztorium on ¢
repsyments. The loan will be made availasble in tho
tranches of £1.5m snd £1m respectively. The first trunch
will tecome available from the dste on which the eree"ent
is signec¢ and may be drawn Cewn at any time subject to
five days business ro.ice up to the 30 of uepteuncr this
year in amounts of £250,000 or multiple thereof. The *
second tranch will be avalldole from gnd including the
first of October this year snd czn be drewn down in a
similar manner at sny time up to 31 FMarch, 12980. As is
the normal practice with any creait Pac.;l*y of this wind,
2 commitment fee will be paysble cn the uncéra @

called balance cof the loan so long as that t24
avgilable for drawing. The fee will ve one h
and will be applied to each psrt of the lozan .
Jv other words, the commitment fee will not © in
respect >Ff the second tranch of £1lm until lst Ccicter 1979
when that tranch becomes availeble for drawing. Iy
arrvanging the loan in this nanner in two paric uhe
Government hzs thus teen sble to secure &« smal

the contingent exyenses ol raising the lc:n t

six months. The rate of intercst paysble on lca
expressed as g I'ixed margin cf one snd one eijhiih per

over the appropriste London Interbank rate. At this

pcint Honourable lierbers might look at sul-parasrsuh 5

of parugraph 4 of the schedule to the Eiil; this is the
provision which sets the effective rate of interest on the
loan at any one time by giving the Government tlz rirnt

to back its own judgerent, so to sueuk, Irnterest
rates generally zre likely to fsil or to cr to remain
steady over the ensuing six months, and to choose when to
roll over the loan. The 1nitial choice has to be e &%
the time of the first drawineg. Thereafter, the 1 can

be rolled over at monthly, three-montriy, or six-m
intervals at the Government's option. This mechu

enable the Government to keep the effective rate e
on the losn broadly in step with movenents of marxet rates
and will ensure that at the time when money cen be torrowed

at around 5% or 6Y as was the case ahout a year ago, the
Government does not continue paying at the high rzies which
are current at this moment. There sre three cther con-
ditions of the loan agreement which should te menticnec.
The first appears as pa“avr¢gh G of t{he Schedule snd sets
out the circumstances in which hhe bank shall be = a
to re-finance tre lcan. In the event that in doing
banlk's cost of obiaining the money is increased, thi
paragraph entitles the Bank to increase the margin of g
by such amount as will recover the additional cost. Thi
provision whica is often referred to as the reserve zsse

‘clause is & stanierl condition of &1l loans made in

22,



United ¥ingdom deomestic urrency to overseas borrowers.

"It iz necesszry teczuse Tron time the United
singcdom moneilary authoritie strictions on the
Zcrnion markzet az to the amoun restic sterling
wrich may be lent atrosde. n t hapven, the
lenging bank might not be vl ise the money on
tre Lcndon market and might have to go to other sources
which in cur case will almost certainly be Suro Sterling
Markxet. In that case it would almost equally certainly
¢cost rather more than raising the money in the London
carxet and therefore this clause gives the bank the o ight
te recover the additional cost Zf in Tact there is any at
the tice involved. SinCc, however, the loan is for cnly
Z2.5m which 1s 2 trivial amount in terms of market lending,
these eVents that I h ve described are most unlikely.
Nevertheless, the loan is for a period of 15 years and 15
vears is cuite a long time -"who can possibly say what
may happen con the money marxets in 15 years. The second
condition which shou be mentioned appears in paragrsph
10 and this has a ing on the subject of Question 63
wnhich the Chiel ¥in r answered tCGuJ. Vere the
Geve at zny t in the ture to decice that
Gitr * banks should mai in Gibraltar a certain
Dros of their liguid azssets, then in the case of
Ear Bank Internsitional Ltd, the amount of the loan
wh Government had at that time drawn but hzd not
re , would be set against such preoportion of the
ta liquid assetg ss it might te required to mzintain
in altar That seems to the Coverrment to bve ornly a
very Iair ccndition to insist on the tsnk's part. However,
tnere is azlzo provision in the agreement that the bank may,
with the Governmenti's prior consent, asuign its obligations

undéer the agreement. In the event that Barclays Bank were
to arply to the Government aznd to be given consent to
assign its obligation, under those circumstances, there-
fore, this zsafeguard, if you lixe, this oifset against its
liguidity weuld no lenger apply. TFinelly, paragraph 13 of
ihe Schedule. Since trhe lown is being raised in London in
domestic sterling, it is only both natural and obvious
that the terms and ccnéitions on wnich it is to be raised
shculd be subject to the law of England. Why, it may be
asked, is it necessary to enract specific legislation for
trhis noney? MNr Speaker, there zre three reasons: First,
the Government has no constitutional Uo.cr to borrow money,
it cen only borrow monsy *n acco*cgnce with tne pPOV)sions

1

a alrsady ta ken - tbe are Itwo = there is the

n and Stock Ordinance, Cav o6 of the Laws and

the Local Loan (No &) Ordirnance which is Number 22 of 1478,

do not extend to the kind of vorrowing which the CGovernment

*s now contemplating. Secondly, the agreement with Earclays
ant Internation 121 requires the Government to satisfy the

BAH! that it has Tull power, authcrity and legal right to

incur the debt. Thirdly, even ir the other reasons does

not exist it is desirable that 2 borrowing of thils kind

should Te specifically legislated by the House. Mr Speaker,

23.

in securing this loan the Gibraltar Governmen: hs
new ground, it is the first 1ime it hss gone to the
and we can be well sstisfied with the cutceme. Ve
given no guaraentee by Her Najesty's Government, we
adjudged credaitworthy on our own showingz, we were of
credit focilities by no fewer than six our“ and ve
been able to secure long~term money st as fire a rd
of interest as snything which we could hope to ¢
this present time. EBut I wsnt to @dd this: &4s I e
at the beginning, the losn that we have rnow negotluteu wi
go only part ol the way towzrds funding the Vovernment'
total borrowinz requirements under the current —evelodment
Plan. The 1580/8. ruquirement has still to be funded an
finance has still' to be found for the nlanned develop:
of our electricity'“nd water resources. So long &s
Gibraltar's credit worthiness is not undermined by =2
failure to cut its coat accoréing to its clota, I telieve
the money can be found to finance these develcn.ent. Eut
Gibraltar's credit worthinéss will be undernined If the
City tries to live beyond its means and credit worthiness
once it has been lost or seriously damsged-is extremely
difficult to restore. Mr Speaker, I commend the Eill %o
the House and I beg to move.

(2]

MR SPEAKER:

Before I put the question to the House does any Honcuratl
Member wish to speak on the generzl principles and peritis
of the B111l?

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, the terms .n which the morey is being borrowed
appears to be ratner better terms than are given by Zarclays
Bank Internaticrial Ltd te borrovwers in the Gibreliar morket
but I am not surprised that they are prepsred to treat the
Government = little more favourably than they treat the
local market 'and I think that the deal that the Governzen
has got on the loan, ss « loan, is definitely a good one
beczuse it has a 15 year repayment period and, OD“th\ly
paying £100,000 every six months should not put an.und
strain on the finances of the Gevernment as 7onb as their
bil.’3 for certain things iike sick pay and so forth do nct
go up too much, Kr Spesker. From the point of view of the
Government I think that people would expect a bank that has
such a heavy commitment in Gibraltzr as Larclays Eanx
International Ltd to produce the best terms for a loan of
2)1 the other people who thought Gibraltar credit-worthy.

I think thls is natural and I think it is recognition oy
the bank that it owes some duty to the people in Gidbrzltar
and to the public in Gibraltar and I would ssy that these
terms are favourable, there is no question zbout it. Cn
that point of view I think cne would welcome the terms of
the loan. I don't like very much, ¥r SpezXer, the House
of Assembly passing a law which says tlat an agreement in
that.law is to be made subject to the law of England znd
not the law of Givbraltar. I don't Xknow whether this

214'.
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importznce thzt the
to amend an Oxdinence
accordance with the lazws of
t think one should worry too
is tne lews of England we
cpe that the Goverqmcn+ ifr

ever 1t has to neg

ale &
to Te thatl that is a distinct A,ossj.’:“lluv in the 1“u‘tu*‘e,
that it will not necessarily accept that an agresment is
to te rade subject to the laws of another country unless
it happens to bve the laws or =ngland. In gensral terns
the Firancial snd Zevelopment Secretary referred to his
address to the House last year avbout the torrowing re-
quirenznts cf the Governrment in view of its contribution
to tre Development Plan and so forth and then he told us
abcut the need toc increass thst '1gure cf £Li.5m to £6m
The only question I would ask is th I hope the Govern—
Tment has taXxen into account in deciding to go for the
loan ncw as oppos=d to six months time, the very severe
slippage thers nas teen in the Developtert Programng
wnich is cguite cbvious frem the answers given bty the
Minister for Zconomic Levelorment earliier today, the
very sericus slippage therz hes been in the Levelopnpment
Prozrsans snd whether the Gover 1 into
acecount whetner it is in fect z z this loan
izmeaizztely because I notice th mnitment fee
to ke paid, acxaittedly 1t is ve is £12,500,
it ig net thet much in, terms of expenciture
put still it is something and I néering whether
the Government hes taxen to & rfact that on
the reading thst on~ has e equirements
and what it was goling to r shether ths
Gevernment is going to &r e an st all
wit the times specifie t s, teczuse if
it isn't is it wise or advisable irto this
sgreemént oi g time when ¢t lerdi rates are so high
everywhersz and likely to s nigzn Cne thing we don't
want is that the Governmen nould rot have the money
when tnhe tige .comes Tor it spend 1it; but I would ask
the CGovernment to consider riously whether they are in
a position to use this mone it does seem to re that
they are not from what I ha hezard, I nope I am wrong,
ko] it & seem to me thet ey sTe D and therefore
2é % ve vorrcwing th roney at'ti pzrticulsr
t of 2 ? ri the B et cozes iil ce able to
{ gusz ol th erformance dut it is,; I hope,
1 they have tak in mind and I hore we can
ztisfacticn on t. Sseaker, I thinx I
lresdy what I @ ed to say. I think, generally,
© the loan eprpear to be very favourable to
t, zssuning interest rat don't go up too high.
thing I wonder iz t timing of the loan, is it
t time? A4zart Iro hink one should record
tion to our lezdin Gibraitar that it has
the Covarnment ter re more favourable
would have offered borrower. The last
nt I would like to make cr, is that I hope

the CGovevnrent is able to assure the FHouse that it will
Go every.-.ng thst is necessary, as the Financial znd
Develcpment Secretary has szid alrezdy, to reep its
credit worthiness in the marxet for the future becauss
obviously this will not be the first or the lcst loan
that the Government hes to seek in the money market.

HOW ATTORNEZY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, if I can Jjust refer to one point raised by
the Honourable Member's guestion just to clarify the
position. There is nc question that this agreement
scheduled in the 811l tefore the ZHous: in any way limits
the competence of this House to armend the laws in the
future. What the sgreement does is decide that ths
particular agreement, sc long as it remains in Torce,
will be subject to the iaw of England. I think perhan
my Honouradle Friend is_perhaps in a better positicn
answer this than I sam but I undsrstand such g clause

~applying the law of one particular country to be qui

a normal provision as an agreement or itnls nature.
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr 3pecaker, hefore the debate concludes
take this opportunity off psying tribute
and Dcv;lopnﬁnu Secretary snd trhose who
because this Is the end of a very long U
Government has ceérried out to ensure that
credit that was required snd(b) that we go
terms possivle. I think it is fair to say
institutions vho were prepared to help thc
excluded Barclays Bank. We left barcla

but we did; as I h ve been doing for a lun
my original staterent here that it wes th he n
Governmrent thinklng of ways whereby big

are csrrying on business in Gibraltar sheuld '”v

Gibraltar, hss not fallen on deal ea“s as regjaré T

Bank. I believe nct only the local mansgement but all
) ol ’

Directors, Managing Directors and other Executives
Benk who have been here have been told in no uncertzin
terms that Barclays Bank,-aa ¥r Isola hss szid, is
committed to Gibrultar and Zazrclays Eank Ja also maiing,
we hope, good profits in Gibraltar and thet it had o
have first of all fzith in the place in wh cn it hsd

three branches and doing so well and, ueCO“ClJ, it

treat Gibraltar, not the Government, because ty tr

the Government well it is treating Gibraltar well

had. to treat Gibraltar well. I think this was cppr

from the very peginning and I hope thet our exhorts

to them, at least mine, and my suggestion of possid
legislation to make something that can be done voluntis
‘compulsory, not that it had asny cirect bearing on % is
particular loan, have h=d the effect of aopreciatlng that

.Gibraltar deserves special treatment and we nhazve been

fortunate in obtzining what I am glad to see that even

26.



ave coensicdered to te & very favourable

& to pay trivute to the stescfusiness
gand the care witnh which trhe Financis
retary and his team have teen worxing
long tinme, very cautiously, with con-—
Council of lMinisters at eveﬂy vossible

orouzhit the negotiations to a
A

Y¥r Speaxsr, I thi this is guite a good innovation for
Gitraltar. I thi it should help very considerably, not
just th esent generstion, I think, bvut future genera-
tions 1 is possidle to centinue to torrow monsy froz
cutsi ztes ich I thirk ure very acdventageous
bes ne reslises thst money is losing vzlue
con I thirk that irn many respects Gitraltar will
b T serething for nothning ss years go dby. 1 agree
e 1 ith the Hon Financial and Dsvelopzent Secretary
-t T i s geing to centinue our credibility must
2 ire and & lot will depend on t e way in
t? rnoEn 2 Zicrzltar cen ter the
$0 cur Iinances .a: o to be sound.
it . I certainly w have lized to
rd T we shalil at the time
how is the 21, Government
to Sepiemter thic | g to bz
ite honsstly, this gquite z number
ing in mina the lo developrent
hsd over the wmonths and yesrs and which
ot corecsicr at the amouni eur-
Te 83 in the 51 cd time this year.
r noy theit we are going to raise
an te very beneficiel to CGibralatar
thi , in fzet, likely to ve spent Dy the .
ated dirance. The Financial Secretary
2313 not t how thst money is going to be co-
ted wi st of the money forthceming from
source ve not heard that and = e
extent r morey which we are no e
ing to and szs it nss z penaliy
< used, the House should xnow 2
to thst ¢ are not giving the Co
cheaqus T kxnow whether the Fina
e will be ablez to say =on
it this is not possidhl
vdget ccomes ancé no dou
iy of lcox into *hi
to te abl discuss
B
QN ¥ -
¥r Spegker, 2t the risx of raising ageain a procedural
point, a point of proczcdure oi imporiance it seems to me

that when the Financial and Pevelopment Zecretary moved
the suspension of Standing Orcers, he gave gfood rezson
for the introduction of this Bill, he gave good rezscn
why the House should agree to the suspension of Standing
Oréers. That was, I imegine, that the House shoulcé bve
able to start its consideration, in debete, of the Till,
I wonder whreth er he is also going to ask to suspend
leave to deml with the Committee Stsge and Third Re
at this particular time.

HOW CHIEF MIRMISTEK:

If the Hon Member will give way. I have alrezdy indicated
to the Financial znd Levelopment Secretary that it would
not e fair to ask Honoursble Members to go through
Committee Stage tonight. I think that in the case of

this Bill, Members opposite should be given the opportunity
overnight to consider it and to take advice if they want
toe.

EOW v XIBERRAS:
t

LA

¥r Speake-, I think that is
and I think we would aspprec
whether it is necessary to
in the first hglf of this
Minister says that it 1s so, I wou
why this is so. TIs it s matter ol

at the earliest opportunity or what
for dealing with this outside the context

relopnent Secr

cer
iate
éeal\
Xeetd

»40«+b

B O @O
[
Moot ) ot}

I thinlkk the Finsncial and etz
certainly not minced his words abtout the impor ne
attaches to the Eill before the House, he szid it
breaks new ground snd he has said that this is DS
the first loan of others that will be iol‘o" o the
place of this loan in the scheme of & he
Budget and in, the Improvement and Development Fund is
important as bas been revezled by the various “eastes
we have had year after year on the desirgbiliiy ol lcan

finance and whut proportion this siioculd form of the
general allocation for the Improvement and Development
Fund. I do not think that the subject is done justice to
in a devate of this nature without considerstion of the
projects and the stzge of develonment resched in
these. Apropos of that, lr Spesker,. Clzuse 2 of
says that the £2.5m are to be ubnl;e: fcr the zurpes
T'inancing Develozment projects as defined in the
Finance Con trvllinc Order Oréinznce, 1S77, which 1
enough, it is for cani*al works. sut witiin capital w
there might 2rise considerations as to where vest und
most equitably it might ve aupi¢eg sand a firzer st :
of Government's intentions in this respeci woulc have in-
fluenced no doubt Mexbers on this side of the House. iz
I use &s an examnle the desirability of financing 2 de-
s&lination plant wiicy is going to serve several genera-
tions as opposed to octher expenditure within the Improve-
ment and Development Fund which might more properly be

28,
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finunced Ire. sewhere., wnat I am sayl
re projects in the Ioprovement ana
wiicn are 5o rthy of zeing treated
anz the cost t being sprzsd overal
over success enerations One point t© @
Mr axer, i ¢ futur the gquestio Ty
to 2 an The rnment mzy ask the House on
trn acis se part of this losn to
i cer ryl Degg Zstate which
wi no Te ze finsancing a desalina=~
ti ol n s asrtaking and so forth.
Zven th t might aipr point to make that the
detaile nditure set out in the Bill, I
th i inly is ip int to make tnat the
i i tne Covernnmant as to how it intends to
a S s t use they iniend to put this loan, is a
fair o ion and pzrhans the Pinancial and Levelopment
Szcret roundi off, might specify more clearly.
I zm 2 in £ -that general s ements about the
cesira of ing money of #ind ror desazlina=-
tion an old iciral under ave been made in
previcu tes. Eut if we are with a specific
I i £ £2.5m over a speci ime, then I tnink
1! ~ment’/s intention as t e of this mone
sh fic wnicn 1s ¥r Sneaker,
axn t point Leen madée Y
s glr=gcy tha r instance,
" th 4 ys in ting of the
de I & TorK Slectiricity
[83¢} us e funds for
so in: , I quote agszin,
Va %, too, thet Zarclays
Ea ert on this, tut it ssens
to n ‘rem & resding of the 3Bill
The s Governnent oif Givraltear
hz u on the performance of the
Go znt ni tt comments of
ih ane o] Qs regFuras
gxoendiiur r I would imagine,
are o be t esent performance
is not sc fering us money
on loan bu d sgree that if
there wer e way oif capital
by 3 c reements would be -
Tl G like to zdd m¥y
azor the Financiagl and ’
Teve who has had a hwnd
in this ment to Te more specific
as to t to be put. Firnelly,
Mo Zres tlime to the
ieuwl aper on wihich
2il ‘the Financizl
Lzvel & make every efrfort
ave neial and Develop-

legislature to
even in name of

Ay

U

o

gcononries, are always questicned by G
is - to bz sn innoviticn then, perhaps.
Opposition should be warned thet inis
continuing policy and tren we could ¢
proposition in generzl terms.

MR SPEAKER:

If there are no other contridutors, I will c¢ell on the
mover to reply.

HON FINANCIAL AUD DEVELOPNENRT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I would*like to deal Tirct with the itwo points
which the Honourable snd Learned Nr Peter Iscla raiced.
They are the two most relevent solints. He suld: "So we
need the money?" The answer to that ion is thei wver
the next 12 months I believe we do. 2, perhapo, he
hzs Torgotten that it was sgreed with the kinistry of
Cverseas Development last year in conjuncticn with
generzl understsnding which wes reached with then

the Gibrzltar Governnent wculd contribute 1iCil of

of all major projects. Eut thst 10% contritution w

not be paid until 1579, In ctither words, wiast we hs
Jjust.to gquote one area, is thut expendit 3o
projects finsnced by Tevelcpment L1id Fun 5/
105 contrivution in resrgect I ii

due to be made in 197S/20C. iz

do need the money. I believe that in the course ol
next 12 months this money will not only bz neecded o
considzrable proportion of this mnorey together with
ever else we may hsve will be sp e seccond qu

he asked was: "What st.at the timi e horr

WWell, I can see the way his mind is worxing, Ve s

the present moment in a period of extremely hirh &
rates, there 1s no doubt sbout that. t certainly

like thst when we startec snd it is anybody's gues

it will be 1like thut when we finish. The Iirst th
would say to the Hon and Lesrned Mr Isola i1s that

we shall bte incurring a commitment fce of = noar

we do not draw, we are free within the f'irst seven
until the 30th Septexter, to choose the moment when we
achuxlly want the roney before we draw it cdown. It &2
well be Lrat it will ve some months telore we maxe

drawing, L don't know, this deprends on cash flow b it
may well e thst at the time we mske the lirst drewinz
then the interest rates will come down. Zut certzinly it
is that over the period of the loan zs a wnole, gnu this

is something we have to look &t, over a
loan as a whole there ig no shadow of doubLt =zt
interes: rates will fluctuate. Whether they w

»h

steady up at 2 historic level of Lj. or 55 I do
and I doubt very much whether there is anybody
the world who knows. But the point is that th
going to fluctuste and undoubtedly there are g
be veriods when they are high andé there are al:

to be periods when they are relatively low by
3C.
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vy to £1,500 2n
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¥ vithout go-hg into them in
equent clauses, apart Irom the deletion of
e Celetion of blause 8, these are all

1 on the amendment being proposed to the

se :

1Y e

£

ir CTrpe
Czrers
ané CI1
the Bi

HON ADTCORNZY-(CINEIRAL:

T amendrent following on the amend-
o also increzses to £1,000 the

r resently proposed is 5750

X icn in the terms of the Hon the

A ne wnich was res

ed to and

I

olved in the
gre

4]

9]
)

of.the Hon the
resolved in the

EON ATTORKW

UJ

Y-GENERAL:

This again is cons ecdentlal, it is conseguential in the
sense that 1f uhere is to be 2 principle to the general
Jurisdiction £1,0C0 then it would follow thut it

should be gnnllea throqrnOMt comna rab‘e clsuses in the
Bill. It is not lezzlly conseguentiizl in the sense of
necessarily following as &« matter of logic.

o

Mr Speaker put the quesiion in the terms of the Hon t!f
Attorn cy-Feneral's eniendment which was resolved in tn
affirmative and Clause 5, as amended, was ugreed to a
stood part of tres Eill.

1(\)..1‘

22

1

Clause 6

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Sir, I move that clause & be deleted. '“he Yonourable the
Chief Minister has explained the reasons why it is not
proposed to proceed with this amendment to the parent
Ordinance.

kr Speaker put the question in the terms of the- Hon the’
ALttorney-General's zmendment which was resolved in the
affirmative snd Clguse 6 was accordingly deleted.

Clause 7 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.
Clause 8

HON A0TORNEY-GNZRAL:

On clzuse 8 I move accordingly that it be amended by the

deletion of the symbol and Tigures "0750‘ and by the
substitution thererore of the symbol and figure~ *g1,eeQv,
This again is a logical consequence of the earlier amend-
ment. This clause relutes to the transfer of procesdings
from the Supreme Court into the Court oif First Instance.

¥r Speaker then put thé quest*on in the terms of the Hon
the Attorney-Gen eral's amendment which was “esolvca in
tl. affirmative and Clause 8, as amended, was zgreed to
&na stwol part of the Bill,

Clause &

ety
HON ATTORNEY-GIERAL:

ir, I move thst clause 9 be celeted. This is a co

of the seccond substantial change proposed, in cther
not to proceed under clzuse 6 in the case ¢f Jurisa
in relation with the recovery of land. )

Mr Speaker then put the guestion which was resolved in the
afrirnative and Clause 9 was accordéingly deleted.

k.



Yr 3reaxer, I -move that clause 10 be amended by the
deletion of the symbol- and rigures Y£750" and by the
substitution therefore of the symbol and Ffigures "£1,000".
¥r Spesker put the guestion in the terms of the Hen the
Lttorney~General's arendment which was resclved in the
gffirnztive ané Cleuse 10, ss arended, was’ agreed to and
stood part of ithe Bill,

11 be armendsd by deleting the
0" and by substituting therefore

er then put the guestion in the terms of the Kon
ol & 21's gpendment which was resolved in the
iv a 11, zs arended, was agreed to and
rt ‘B .

laussz 12
TTANT MR AN AT .
EIN ATTORIEY-GNEZERAL:

Kr Spaxer, if I could speax to this particular clause,

e e s
FON ATTCRIZY-GEIEZRAL

.

Mr Spezker then put the guestion which was resolved in
the atvirmative.

The Lonc Title was zgreed to and stood part of the Bill,

THS SUPPL E'”HTAQY APPROPRIATICN (1978-7S5) RILL, 1979.

Clause 1 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

Consolidsted Fund Schedule of Sunnlementary Estin

Item 1 - Head 1 Auc.t was agreed to.

Item 2 - Head 5 Electricity Undertaxing.

EON 1 YIBERRAS: '

¥r Spezker, on Subhezd 5 -~ Fuel and Fuel Sundriss, there
is an increase of £25,000., <Could the Minister say
specifically in respect of what this increase is?

HON DR R G N\LA»-NO‘ . -

Increazsed cost of fuel especiaully the light oil.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Ts it as & result of the lazst increase in world prices or
is it @ locaily inspired incresse?

HON DR R G VALARIIO:

This is in respect of the overg‘l increase in the »rice of
0il, It has beern increasing for some time and will
probably go on increazsing throughout the year.

HON M XIBERRAS

Does it reflect exmctly the percentage by which oil went
up or is there any other extra charge?

HONW DR h L VALARINO:
This is the increase up to the present time.

HON ) XIBERRAS:

Does it reflect exactly the incresse in worlid »rices or
hus there beén any extrs swmount added specifically for
Giloraitazr?

HON PINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Perhaps I might help. I cann



what I can ssy is thst originally the Controlling Officer that has got uan added incresse to the
expected thst 2£5C,000 con the cost of fuel and fuel . from which I mwxe the deducticn b
suraries would te sufficient Tor the yesar. Vhat this that this is the normsl incresse whan T
is now saying is thut in view of the price increases source goes up. We have been fut on toe
which have gone on aznd we have had one and another one other one which would not te just on the vslue of the
to come, by the way, in fuct, 3 more to come, he now cil 1itselsr but the way in which it will arrive in
icipates spending 3875,000. Thst is what this Gibraltar.
>olementary is saying. I cannot begin to answer, :
urzlly, whether or not tne;e is this element or ; ’ HON I XIRER®AS:
t 2lement tut thst is what this supplerentary is i
ing Tor. ) ) ¥r Speosker, Members on this side of the House are
: grsteful to the Chic. Virister for that indicction
FON ¥ XIBZRRLS: of what the answer might te and I am surprised theat
. the Financial ahd Development Secretary does rnot Xnow
¥r Chairman, my interest”in this, in fact, is vhether . . that thils is in fact the case. Any vote of an expendi-
it is the policy of the suppliers of fuel oil to the ) ) ture of this kine c¢onnot be szccented by Honcurudle
Governnen®t when there ig an increase worldwide, to . Vembers on this side of the Fouss rurely on strengik
2pply that incresse to the price of Tuel consumed in of four words '"Increase of cost of fuel.” We want to
Gitraltar or whnether they add anything for Gibraltar? ' know why, I repeat that to the Financial snd Develon-
g ment Secretery, we want to know why and if we cdo not
HOXN ¥AJOR R J PTLIzZa: find out here we will find out in the Fudblic Accounts
Cunimititee if necessary. e want to ve absolutely
well could the Fipancial 3ecretary answer that? I hope ‘ sure th..t the Financisl znd Developmeat Secretzry is
he coesn't get annoyed tecause we asxk what I think.is a not allowed in the KEouse to ret away with the snswer
nerfectly legitimate questicn, - & T do not know" on every -single occasicn. I am zorry
% I hsve to speax in the House on these terns, ¥r Cnegker,
¥R GPZAEER: s ' , ) but we have had a number of exarples where the ?inﬁncigl
and Development Secretary has been a“rec cue tions and
Orézr. The inclinsticn or otherwise of zany particular ’ ' he has replied that he does not know. I remerber one
person to get annoyed should not be relevant. . time when he used to say: "I shall mzake an ef”o“f to
. find out."™ Thet wus acceptea by Honourstle Nermbers.
HOW VAJOR R J PEIIZA: . What we cunnot accept from the Flnsncia x and Leveiop-
Coa . ’ ment Secretary is that on several occasicns dur.ng
Mr Speuker, whet I think we gre all very entitled to . : the course orf this reetlng snd in previous m
now 1s whetler in theses =£25,C00 there 1is any element late, thst he should say "I do rnot xknow".
wrich is due on altar and not because there ; body must know or Hembe“q on this sice of th
h&s been a zse in the price of fuel ail present will heve to consider voting sgainst
over ithe w we are entitled to iow that. uove"nnent cannot provide a logical explanati
HON FINANCIAL AND DIVZLOPVENT SZICRETARY: : HON CHIEFRF MINISTER:
I tnought I said I &id not znow. I do not know, Honourable This supplementary appropriation comes of course bhecause
& Sallant MNajo I ’ it is the Government who 1s buying but Mesbers will have
noticed that petrol has gone up and this increasge nas
been allowed as a result of increasg¢ at source.
HON )M XIBZRRAS:
ir Speaker, on subhead 7 = Purchsse of engine spares
FON CHIZP MITIZTER: ) : : an extra £40,C00. I take it that this is cowpleu =1y in
) line with SUatemcnts macée by Ministers in the course of
¥ te relp indirectly. We have ' ) ‘previous meetings snd that there is no cdeviation.
ce t uture there will be s higher - s ’
is n re rzason that parcels of oils HON DR R G VALARINO:
ller ecause -Malta is no longer .
iged 1 by the suppliers now or, to . None at all.
us, ¢fore ths smaller parcels "will . .
2 th in bigger shirs. Therefore C 8.
37« .



HON ¥ XIZZRRAS:

n explanation on subhezd 87 (New) "Cost of

Can I have =z
Tower su b bty ISGS to meet demand which could not
T=s sa 3 by internal resources. Partly offset by
revenc vings in fLel costs" hr Speaker, we
arz te 4 to vote £65,0C0 anc am I rlfnt in saving
that in si tre bov‘r'o.un,g o electricity has teen
rutusl t Governnent has never hadé to actually
vay Ca ctricity th:t it borrows or takes
from 3T ces Generating Station. Can the
t ther this is 2oing to be now and in
& e cont-Luing item of expenditure and is the
ich nhas been macde by the Inter Services
ng Stuticn in fzct higher than 265,000 and the
nt only psys scomething on account now anc lestly,
er, if trere is thie Inter 3Services Cenerating
n connzccticn, why do we have cur electricity cut
Iz thz Yinister gware that only a weekx last Sunday
zin section of Citraltiar suffered a power cut
2z an hour? Iz this because we do nct want to pay
rvices Tor their powsr end we therefore have it
r 1s this the generwl sort of breakdown there
to be in his Separiment?
HOK DR R © VALARINO: '
Hr Chzirpan, th: vorrowing between ths ISG3 and ou 3elves
continues teo De reciproval. The sum of 255,000 is a
tentatlive estinated provisicn Ior the cost of power
supnlizd by IS53. This is the first time we have mzde
tentative provision &nd whether this continues or not
will derend on the availgbility of the engines at Kings
Eastion.
HON P J IS0LA:
Mr Spsaker, is ths reason that we are now paying due to
tre fact that %2 are using more than we can hopefully
reper, in other words, that the Services are not likely .
to mak swings and therefore they are wanting son
Dayn v to put ths account in talance. Is that the
nosi Czr. the Minister sazy whether the Gibrzliar
Gove: haz actually ever paid any hard cash for
owe

.

EON DR R G VAIARINO:

irmzn, we corrowed more for a period of time and
is why this figure is here, but this iz . . .

39.

You are being z2sked a simple guest Is ¢t
time that the Covernment is psaying in cash to
electricity bporrowed?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Sir, this has come up before @nd the Honourable Nexber
knows well enough that this 1s the first time.

EON P J ISOlA:

Mr Speaker, if I remsmver rightly when we hsad thnis motion
we were told that the Inter Services Cenerating Station
wae claiming that this was under consideration and the
Governnment . . .

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It is still under consideration.

HON P J ISCILA:

Then why are we being asked to vote £65,0C0?

HON CEIEF MINISTER:

{r Spezker, thils is 2ll the backloz of the difficultice
we had when we had two or thiree of the big enginzs ouil

of commigsion. The samount of electriciiy thet wos passed
on to us at that time was extrsordinary ané if you take
away that and things go well, we can 20 cn helning cach
other without haiin,. to have any question of rzpsyrent.
There is an outstanding claim, there is ro settle t
yet, there 1s a discussion ss to the basis on whi Day-
ment should be mode and it is in orcer to hsve preovision
to be able to negotizte on a bosis which will be accepi-
able tn the Government that this is being cone. It will

not be a recurrent item i our engines continue to per-
form well and we have no big shut downs. If things zo
normslly as they are now, we help each other 2nd we »Day
back in kind. This re*ers to 2 nuruzcular heavy neriod

where the generation had to be made for us, it wasr't
required by them, it was not surplus to thesir reguire-
ments and it had@ to be generated for us because without
that generation we would not have h1d the pewer supply
to give to the peorle. We are thankful for the help
that they have given us but this is a once and for all

transaction which is in the process of being
negotiated. We do not want to meke @ profit out of the
help thet has been given to us nor do we want anybody
else to make a profit out of the nelp that we have Zeen
given.

Lo.



DCIT ¥ IZIREAS:

e weslcome 2lanat of the vote but 265,000, how-
ever l'r 33 is a cocnsiderztle amcunt Is the Chief
iinister ssying that the pecple who help us out have
considered thaazt the balance hss been inclined in such a
way that they are not likely to nesd zs mach in the
future or that we will.nct te avle to supply thenm as

mach in the future zs formally we Gié?

HON CHIZFR MIUVIZTREER:
Mo, I did no szy that, what I
a period cf crisis on which ge
for us and which we cannot hop
the reciprocity, to vay in kin
D
a
a

s wee that this covers
n tion had tn be created
e, in the normal course of
d. It is a once and for
zrticular long crisis on
e for us and they feecl
Ve

a

:0

|-'m!.l:

2ll transaction bszcause of a
a m

which cfereration had tc Te k=

trat zs 13 now te 2ble to 2 in kXiné or we wculd take
a very long tims to do so and as they spent the money in
providing it to us, that it shouvlé be settled by a down-
right paymen w*thout 11 any. way affecting the normal
reciprocit' ued is the rate at which
the units e get money for those
units curs :ad to pay fuel for those
units them zrnd so on, so it is a
rzttzr now s of the respective
Zlecirical z has been no politiczl
decision 2 o tner it is,fcir or not.
If we ind a then we shzll perhaps
takxe the motter higher. not think that will be
necessary.

Speaker. So £65,000 is really an approx-

5 Zlectricity Undertakting was agreed to.

7 the Covernor was agreed to.

Hezad 11 Judicial (1) Court of Appeal (2) Suprene

2
3
Item L, Head 8 Fouse of Asserbly was agreed to.
Ttea 5
Court.

HON M XIBZIZRRAS:

¥r Speaker, Item 10 (KNew) Public Utility Costs and rent
of tezporary Court, e€x-inglican Home. Is there any
implication that the Anglican Home is going to be put
to new usage after that?

L;-lo

HON CHTER MINISTER:

The Supreme Court will hsve to ro : r

they have to corry OLt o JOI rzrairs il wvhich will
put trke court ocut of szction temporzrily. 7The tiz room
in the Anglicsn Home &nd other surroundings have been
let to the Government and this i« the cost of rent and
the other services required to be don The idea of
course is that when the other ZHome is charged, the
Anglican and the Jewish Honme will be one unit which

the CGovernors ray be able to get zore noney for in
order %o be able to become more viable and deperd less
from Government v+ until there is another place for
the Jewlsh Home 1%t is no use letting that one by itsel?,

Item 5 Head 11 Judicial (1) Court of Appeal (2) Shgrcrn
Court was ugreed to.

Item 6 Head 1l Law Officers, was agreed to.

Item 7 Head 15 Nediecal and Public Heslth.

FON M ZIBERRAS:

Mr Spesaker, on Medical and ‘Public P clth. Ve alwey
oun

which the Minister-asks of the fou se. ﬁs regarcs b
provisional settlement with GPIS Pharmacists in respe
of increases in the after hours service fees, would
Minister care to comment on ths increase?

HON A © NONTEGRIFFO:

As T ex¥plained at the last mceting of the Fouse when I
cane to sunplementary funds Tor this vparticular vo

aid svecifically state that this did not include the
settlement we were negotiating with the chemists. Th
amounted to £15,000 and the cost arises as a result o
the sdvice given by the COSuing Depurtment of the Min
of Health. It went up by 43D as from Zecerber 5th, 2
This was nct accepted by the chemists and they nsve
accepted the costing provisionally subject to trhe costing
depqrtrent having a further look at the fifures thst they
would T~ nroducing. e have asked them to produce
balsnce .neets which they did not produce originaliy.

The service fees Tollows parity with the United ¥ingdom
and they are getting exactly the same as they get Tor
opering.in the United Xingdom.

Item 7'Head 15 ledical gnd Public Health was agreed to.
Item 8 Head 16 Police.
HON P J ISOIA:

,Puruhase of wireless equipment. I cannot understand w*v

if the equipnent was ordered in 1977/78 and recelv ed
L2,



édurinzg the current y2ur, why provisi was not macde in
to nay for it. It wos ordered in 1977/78
rovision sho:ild surely have been nude in
timztes for this amount. Ny only cuestion
ion made feor this emount in 1978/79 and
for scmethirgelse? Is it not, Mr Spsakxer,

if you order something one y=ar and you

it, when it comes to the next year you
for it.

HON FPINANICIAL AND DIVZLOPUENT SECRETARY:

¥y Chairman, this represents, of course, the extra
already voted this yesr. The £4,500 has been voted this
year and this represents ~the extra. . _ .

ays in the remarks column that the funds
are fully committed. I assume it is for

wa, voted To
o3t yeor ar
the full an

r equipment and the ecquipment.
rived tnis yezr ana they have
amount this ysdr.

thirz the Fonouratle Merber 1s asking for an assurance
ot the words "Iully co*r*ttcﬂ” in the remarks columw.

an - fully conmitted Tor the porticular .item and tﬂat

& diflerence refers to the extrs cost. Is that correct
r Isola? '

0l P J ISCILA4:

N
[

¥r Speaier,

Item & Head 16 Police, was agreed to.

-

Item § Zead 1S5 Prison.
ECII G T RE3TANO:
Could I have a breaxdown of subhead (1) Perscnal Emoluments -

£13,CC0, a breckdown of tre overtims, sick leave, arnd
’ N ’ 5 ’ b
conveying and escorting of prizoners?

o, I cannot give a breakdown &3 to what pronortion of the
513,000 has gone on sick lezve, overtime ancg whut have you.
“hat I have conre is to elzborute on. the reasons. I say that
I cannot becezuse I have here with me a copy of the memorandum
iich the Controlling Ofricer, the Superintendent, has
written to the Financial and Levelopmeni Secretary requesting

the supplementary funds znd he doesn't himself irn the
remcrendar give a orea:dowh; he just elsvorztes cn tre
reasons and I csn co thst for the Honrnourwstle Nenbter if he
so wishes., In the first place two officers recigned at
the end of 1978 and additicnally the Principal Q0-ficer
retired and that his meant therefore thut there hss teen
some shortage of staff as a result cf this shortsge of
staff and an accumulsticn of lesve, this hss zlso increased
the grount in substituticon allewance itrin the sisfl. For
instsnce, if the Senior Prison Off{iccr is aciirg Tor the
Principal Officer and a Prisocn Officer is actirng for the
Senior Officer they wire pald substitution allcwance. Ve
. hsve also taken reopon51b¢11ty for conve,./ir.'7 rensnd
prisoners to court. This is an acéded commitient teczuse
it used to be performed previously by the Police snd now
it is undertaken by the Prison staff which means that some
prison cfficers have to be cslled in cn such cccasions, they
have to be called in specifically for this pu.zo°e. Also we

have had this extira work that the priscrners have been doing
cutside the prison anéd this has reant stzff shortsres a2nd we
have needed to enploy extra stzsff on overtime to te svle tec
sapervise this. As I say he doesn't give any breskcown but
what t . Superintendent comments is that the current funds
will not meet the expenditure involved and that he is
requesting this amount which he considers will suffice to
meet the added expenditure to the end of the year. I zm
not sure that he himselr can give z breakdown us te now,
the £13,000 are allocated, this is whzt he estimates will
cover all his comritments.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
He 1s trying to provide until the ené of the financial year.
HON G T RESTANO:

I would be grateful if a breakdcwn cculd be provided at a
later date.

HON A J CANEPA:

I do not think it can, Nr Speaker, Whzt he can do at a later
date once we know the total sum oI money which has been svent
during the year 1s tc say how much has gonc on what but we
are unable to ssy how the £13,000 are going to.be 2llocated
in anticipation. It will be as things arise. We will have
to await events, we cannot anticipate how the sllocztions
will be.

HON G T RESTANO:

But did not the linister say that one of the reascrns was that
there had been some stalff shortages recently and that they

' had to pay substitulion allowancese.

Lh. .
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HCI A J CANZPA:
I zgid this w cnne of the reasons. There has been sub-
stitution a

.

11 2] to te paid when an officer has becn
acting for a lor but that also means that some people
who would otnerwise oe cn leave had to be called in to
undertaxe overtime. This was as a direct conseqguence of
the retirement of the Principal Officer.

HON G T EBESTANO:
But hasn't that already happened?

HON A J CANZPA: . .
Tt is still going on becsuse the re31gnat10ns at the end of
Dcce ter Lave still not been made gcoq. Only recently, last
week, have apdointments finzlly Dbzen made and perhaus this
rcrnl 1z they hzve taken over or it could be next week
depending on when the other employing departments are able
tc relieve ithe people that are recruited so it is still an
on-going thing. GSome expenditure is being incurred at the
moment and it may ccntinue for another few weeks until the
ew stafl are recruited. 'When the new staff are recruited
tnen an sllocation has to te made in respect of basic salary
and so on to the new members of the starll.

-EOMN G T RESTANC:

Does the Minister have any idea whether it costs a lot for
the responsivility of conveying the prisoners to the courtse.
Is this a large sunm?

HON A J CANEPA:
I ar sorry, I didn't quite fully get that.
EON G T RESTANO:

‘hether the responsibility of conveying the prisoners te
court is an expensive business?

HEON 4 § CANZPA:

I =m not sure. It Just depends on how many people go before
the Supreme Court and are not given bail. I they are not
given bail they azre on remand and a remand prisoner may have
to rake more than one sppearance in the Supreme Court or in
the MHagistrate's Court and they have to be taken dewn back-
warés and ferwards by the prison staff, Previously it used
to be a comnitrment of the Police Force.

ECN G T RESTANQ:

So, therefore, would there be & saving in the Police vote?

45. o

P
Prison which is small, is subject tn big Tluctuat

HON A T CANEPA

It doesn't work that way, what might hzppen is thzi i the
Police establishment stands at 180, if they want ic under—
tske this they might require another two or anoiher three,
I don't Znow.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Chairman, the position then is that we have a small
establishment at the Prison wnhich 1s usually in éifficulty
because of its numbers, and the Prison takes on exira
responsibility and the Police which has, I understiend, a
full complement of men, well-paid, discharge that res-—
ponsibility.

HON A J CANEPA:

It is'not fair to say that beceuse this increasirng mit-
ment which the Superintendent of leson, let me adéd, egrszed
with the Commissioner of Police that he would take over when

he las the extra staff, was the subject of steff inspection
in the ~:ison during the summer of 1977. Account was teken’
of this commitment and the full estzblishment of the Pris
dces rellect and does take eccount of the fact that this 1s
a commitment whlch they heve taken on.

HON M XIBERRAS:

I appreciate that, Mr Speaker. My point is that we
also a full ccwpleTent of Policemen and that thst 1
tigger number, as it happens, than people &t the Pr
and as the Minister knows and I Xknow, the staff i

HCN A J CAREPA:

Yes, and no doubt I am sure that with co-operation fron
Commissioner of Police, and there 1s no reason to zsugge
that we do not get co- operation, the point thet I wan
make clear is that if our problems arising from hzvin
convey priscners to the court, were tc be insurmountz
beceuse we nave a great incidenCu of sick leeave or res-
igration or what have you, I have no doubi that in those
circumstances the Police would take ovver the dutiecs.

v
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Item 9 Head 1S Prison was agreed to.
Item 10 Head 23 Secretariat.
HOX MAJOR R J PELIZA

- i Lint
S Lo

The note under sub-head 1 - Personal Emoluments sa;g. "
provide for 11 ncw posts in Secreteriat as recommended In

-the Staff Inspec’ -1 Report." Can someone on the o*rer

side, Mr Spesker, give us a breakdown of these 11 new posis?

Lé.



This has bzen given to the Eouse in the statement made by
the Chief Kinister.

ECON CEIEF MINISTER:

I have given a very detailed statement of the re-allocation
of duties in the Szscretariat, ithe strengthening of some part
¢f it, and the creation of the Joat of Estsblishment Officer
and we voted a2 toxen on that and of course the posts now

have 'all gone through the ?uollc Service Commission and
people are getting into posts, some of them are, others are
just being selected and getting into them and of ccurse

money for their pay will be reqguired but this was the subject
of a detailed statement I gave to the House Jjust before the
SuCmer recesse.

HCON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I cannot recollect exactly where these new posts were going
to be Filled

HCN CEIZF NINISTER

It was the restructuring of the whole Secretariat. I spend
some time thzre but I cannot tell you where all the bodies
are but I znow thst many routine decisions are now taken at
a lower level in order to release, the higher executives to
be atle to have rore time to devote to the hard work that
falls on that degartrnent. For exanple, the Administrative
Secretary haz been released from his post as Estublishment
Of'ficer. There is now an Establishment Division sepsarate
from the Industrial Xelations Officer's depzrtment. There
is a Head of the CGeneral Divisicn, and I cun tell you that
things get through much quicker and there are much more
docurented. Zefore, any Head of a Department would sent 2
psper for inclusion in Council af Minister and it was seen
ty the Administrative Sec pntapy in draft form and it was
seen ty me and it went intc the machine for the Council of
Ministers and then all the information wus required. Now,
the matter is processea and the whole bacxground to the

subject is gone intc and pap=rs to Counicil of Ministers take
much more information which would otherwise require the
presencsz of senior officers to answer. The machine was
r2ally cracxking with the very heavy work arising from the
tlacxing in 1574 and subsequently the parity negotiations
and of course tne Administrative Secretary was involved with
the Vorizing Parties and other mattsrs which has taken a
c idersble zmount of time in this work and there has been
nast considersble delegation. His office was said to be
imes the sturbling block of things but now papers go
tarouzh depariments without having to get stuck in one
office. I will bring, if necessary, a Schedule at another
tize for Honourable Mermbers to know how the machine works

and rake it available to Xermbers.

L7. F s

HON I ZIBYRRAS:

I woulc appreciate thut, Nr Speaker. e used to have S
Lists and even diagrams of various department, narel;
was responsible for what within the department. lr 3o
is this £51,000 & distribution of that amount of money
between 11 people or is it an upgresding of cert*‘“ crficers
in certain posts and if it is rot is it a creation of new
posts and is the cost of the old ones still eycLudc Tron
that £51,000?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I presume it is 'all included there because there are a

number of posts that have been upgraded, guite a nurber
of them.

HON M XIEERRAS:

In the case of the upgrading of a particular post has the
old post been abolished?

HON C3IF KINISTER:

No, if there are new posts yoi do not abolish the old pest,
what you do is you put somebody else below snd scmebody elae
above.

HON )M XIBERRAS:

In fact what you are doing is not upgrading dbuil creating
new posts.

HON CHIEF MIKFISTER:

Restructuring and upgrading. Some posts are new and some
posts have been upgraded. That is the point.

HON M XIBERRAS:

There are two points here, Mr Speaker, one is the-question
of responsibility, the other,the questicn of numbers re-
cruited into the service. The nunber of postse.

HOI CHIEF MINISTER:

That is right.

HOIl M XIBERRAS: ,

As the Honourable the Chief Minister knows we showed an
interest in this at zn earlier stage.

HON CHIEF NKINISTER:

It was only las¢ wesek that the Public Service 00521051on made
the last recommeniation in respect of EZxecutive O0fficers and

they are now being distrivuted. There were sometiing like L4
Executive Officers to be appointed. .
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HON M XIBERRAS:

¥r SpeaZer, sub-head 13 - Printing and Stationery. On
stationery, £23,C00, increased cost of stationery and
printing of tne Gitraltar Cazette and suprlements, Is
this the best zrice that can te got?

EON FINANCIAL AND DEIVELOPNEINT SZCRITARY:

It isr't only for printing the Gibraltar Gazette and -
supplezents, it is for increased costs of statiorery which
is one of the areas, like drugs, which seere to go up
virteally with every oruer. An sdditional £11,000, for
exarple, 1s required for the purchase of machine adding
rolls, carbon paper, typing paper, duplicating paper, .
foolscap, gensral stationery. Another £5,500 will be
needed because much greater use is being made of the Rank
{derox process., Increased cousts and distribution of pub-

. lications available locally, for ex.role, to the news-

papers and this sort of thing, and then Gazette Supplements,
£5,000. This is for increased printing and re-printing E |
costs, the costs have gore up, put in addition to that )
there is an increased number of supplements and of the

nuzoer cf pages in the Gazette. I think that some of the
Tender Notices seem to be rather long and get printed in
the Cazette and that, perhaps, is one of the contributory ) !
factors.

HON P J ISOLA: . : i
This is, I suppose, a classical case of a private employer

giving parity and charging the Government for it. Would
that be the case here?

HON FINANCIAL AND DZVELCPLXENT SECRETARY:

Not in this case ecause we have our own process. It will
be for the paterials for the photocopying process that we
have in the office, I think, and I will correct that if it
happens te be wronge.

HON M XIBZRR2AS:

Is Rank Xerox used extensively now in Government?

EON FINANCIAL AND DZVELOPUZNT SECRETARY: -
In photocopying, quite exiensivelye.

MR SPRAKER:

Are you asxing whether the firm is being used or the process?
EON ¥ XIZZR2AS: '
Soxetody zentionei 2unk Xerox and I wondered whether it was

a new rocess or a new way of doing things and whether this
was being usesd extensively ty Government.
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPIINT SEZCREITAR

If what I thinx this means, snd I would check this if it
is wrong, is that we have a Rank Xerox process in th
Government itself which we use now extensively for the re-
production of particularly, the Estimates, for example.

MR SPEAKER:

Of course the Clerk, quite rightly, has commented to ms
that the Hsnsards are all Rank Xeroxed.

Item 10 Head 23 Secretariat, was agreed to.
Item 11 Head 26 Treasury, was sgreed to.
Item 12 Head 29 1976 Pay Review.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Could we hgve an explanation on this item.

HON FIMNAI'CIAL AND DEVELOFIENT SZCRETARY:

The following departments have applied for additional funds
to meet payments under the sgreement or the various agree-
ments which reflect the settlement of the 1976 Pay Review.
The House voted £7.47m as & block sum and special provision
was made in the Appropriation Orcinarce for this to be
distributed, as needed, throuzhout 2all heads. That has
almost been exhausted. My information is that over £40,000
of it has already been distributed throughout the various
heads of expenditure but there are eight departments with
applications for addtional funds to meet the cost cf various
allowances, pay, etc., to their staff directly srising from
the settlement and hence the Government has to co“e to the
House for the additional £613,000,

HON M XIBERRAS:

Could the Financial and Development Secretary give a treak-
down of these departments bearing in mind the nature of the
sum being asked for?

ECN FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPLENT SECRETARY:

Customs, £1068; Education, £8C,000; Electricity, £113,500;
Fire services, "28 ,719; Houoxng, £24,662; Nedical, 5971,4h0°
Secretariat, 980,77u: Treasury, £33, 377, and of th

232,627 is for the GBC.

EON M XIBERRAS:

Gone are the days, Mr Spesker, when we used to hav veuy
-long debates in thins House about the expenditure of zn and
we used to go backwurcs and forwards, now, kr Spe-;er, vie
spend on one depariment £271,000 more and if we had not
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asxed for the breakdown of it we wouldn't even have known.
Xr Speaier, could I ask about the Yedical Department,
£271,140, it seems to be the biggest. 'hat is that
expenditure due to?

HON FINRANCIAL AND DEIVELOFMENT SZCRETARY:
Pay Review,
HONN M XIRERRAS:

I appreciate that, Mr Speaker, hut the Pay Review can
cover a multitude of sins.

HON A P MONTZIGRIFFO: - .

¥r Speaker, this 1s the wonderful parity which they brain-
washed the pecple into accepting, and this is what we are
paying - parity. These are the salaries they are getting
now and this is the difference between the salary they were
getting before and now and we are also paying overtime and
the other allowances at an increased rate following paritye.

HON M XIESRRAS:

erhaps, Mr Speaker, the Honourable Members would give an °
account of this £271,000 because just to..say parity is not
sufficient for Eonourable lembers on this side. For
instance, if it is agreement on overtime we would like to
know. '

HON A P MCHTEGRIFFC:

¥r Speaker, what I am trying to say is that this includes
the overtime that has gone up not in terms of hours but ia
terms of the rate becaussz the wages and salaries have gone
up. Let the Public Accounts Committee ask my Controlling
Officer where these £271,000 have gone to, if they wish.
It is Wwroang for me to bring a whole list of members of the
staff, what they are getting, what they are not getting, I
thinx this is nonsense, with respect.,

HOIN M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaxer, I appreciate that but I think the House has
slready been in trouble over this sort of blanket kind of
provision.

HON CHIEF MINISTZR:
No, it is by not bringing it here that it can be in trouble.
HON M XISIR:AS: -

Tell, Er‘Speaker, once it is trought here it i1s not going
to be just rubber stamped. £271,000 in respect of the
application of parity since the 1976 Pay Review. Vas this
not foreseen at the time of the review or does 1t have ﬁo
be paid before the end of the year. What is it for?
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HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

i
Of course it was foreseen and we asked for the money &s all
the other departments have asked for the money.

HON K YIBERRAS:
Why is 1t additional, this is the point?
HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

Additional to what? When we put down an amount of £7m or
whatever it was, 't was in a way a token figure, an estimate.

HON A J CANEPA:

What has happened 1s that in working out the amount of
arrcars and retrospection, the first thing that was done
obviously which was the most straightforsard, was on the
basic salary. That would have been paid last summer but
then you have got the departments where there are all sorts
of complicated allowances being paid, there are premiunm
rates of overtime in the Nedical Department even within the
LO~hour week because nurses snd sisters work on a Saturday
and a Sunday within the LO-hour week nevertheless they are
paid premium rates, and that is the more difficult aspect
to calculate and that would be less until a later stege and
that is now what we are provably coming to the House for,
the £271,000 probably reflects the arrears in respect of
the second part of the exercise.

HON M XIBERRAS:

I am grateful to the Honourable Member for that, that is the
explanation that we were asking for, was it in respect of
agreenments concluded before in connection with parity or had
new agreements been concluded. In respect of the Kediczal
Department is there any new sgreement which has been just-
ified under parity, but which was not agreed to originally?

HON A J CANEPA:

Whnt I have explained all emanates from the first, if you
like, the major parity sgreement signed six or seven months
agn, anl it is significant that 11 the departments or
nearly ali the departments which the Honourazble the Financial

and Development Secretary mentioned are, by and large, depari-—

ments where there is a fairly high levéel, of conditicned over-—

" time,. of essential overtime, and wherc there are 21l sorts of

allowances being paid@. The Electricity Undertaking, Custorns,
Fire Service, where they workx 56 hours but are conditiored to
48. They are all of that type but they sll emanuate froa the

origiral agreement and it would be difficult, I think, to say
what there is there which might be as a result of any agree-

ments dealing with minor matters which might have been sorted
out in the last few weeks or few months.
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HON P J ISOLA:

I would like to ask just one short question on this item

from the Xinister for Public Works and that is whether there

is any sum included 1n that supplenmentary provision that we

are seeking to vote for now that can be termed social over-
time, in accordance with his definition in the budget. speech
last year. In other words, has it stopped or does it continue?
HON K K FEATHZR3TONZ:

I think the EHonourable Financial Secretary gave a whole break-
downn and the Public Viorks was not included in it.

MR SPEAKER: . ’ .
' That is a short answer to your short question.

HON P J ISOILA:

I didn't listen to the Financial and Development Secretary
very closely, I usually do but my mind was wondering. I
think it might be out of order for me to ask the Minister
this question so I will keep it to the budget.

¥2 SPEAKER:

Which question?
HCON P J ISOQLA:

Whether there is any element, really, that we are not voting
for, kr Speaker. .

VR SPEAXER:

There cannot be because no amounts have been sought by the
Public Vorks Department.

HON P J ISClA:

I know and that is why I am out of order. I will ask in the
budgete.

Item 12 Head 29 1976 Pay Review, was agreed to.

Schedule of Supplementary Estimates Consolidated Fund No. 4
of 1578-75, was agreed ito.

Imsroverment and Develowrevt Fund Schecdule of Supplementary
S3timzt i

0. of 1573/79.
Item 1 Head 102 Schools.

ECN P J ISCla:

The marginal note says: "Required to meet cost of materials
ordered". Is it envisaged that it will be paid befcre the
end of the financlal year?
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HON M K FEATHEZRSTONE:

VWie are in zuvence of schedule and we zre nuying more things
than we estimated we would have to psy. It is CDY money.

HON P J ISOLA:

If it is not going to be spent during this financizal year
what 1s the point of seeking the approvel of the Fouse

HON M K FEATHERSTCNE:

We are going to spend it, the materials are here, the bricks
are here and all'sorts of things are here.

Item 1 Head 102 Schools, was agreed to.

Item 2 Head 105_Miscellaneous Projectse.

HON G T RESTANO:

Could I have some details of Sub-Eead 13 regerding the
compensution payable to the Stevedoring and Cargo Handling
Conmpany?

HON A W SERFATY:

This compensation is payable to the Stevedorirng Company
because Government has given them notice to guit their
present premises which are going to be converted into the
offices of the Port Department.

HON G T RESTANO:

lr Spesker, was not alternative accommodetion offered at one
time to the company which they refused?

HON A W SERFATY:

No, the alternative accommodation, kr Speaker, was for the
workers living there, not for the messing facilities.

HON I XIBERRAS:

Is this *he reprovisioning their offices at thg crossroads?
HON A W SERFATY: '

For messing facilitiese.

HON N XIBERRAS:

Which are thosz?

HON A W SERFATY:

Lavatories, showers, etc, which they have there and have to
be provided elsewhere. " :
. Sl
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HON M XIEEERRAS: .

I see, and that costs £11,000?

HEON A W SERFATY:

It is more but that is'the compensation we are paying.
HON N XIZERRAS:

. Vho, in fact, negotiated this sum with the -Company ?

' HCN A W SERFATY:

The Government. .

HON H-XIEERRAS: V

But who'in the Government? I am sure it wasn't the Minister.
KON A W SERFATY:

In a way, yes, the messing fécilities have been discussed by
ryself at msetings and the Attorney-General was also brought
irnto it.

HON ¥ XIBTRRAS:

Mr Specker, I just wondered because there is a lavetory there
which I seem to remerber. I cdon't know whether Honourable
Xerbers are eware of this, I have worked in that area and I
know. Would the Honourable Members know, in fact, what they
are giving £11,000 f6r? There is a wcoden hut, I think it is
on wreels, I don't know. °

HON A ¥ SZRFATY:

We are ngt talking of a wooden hut, we are talking'of a
brick building which is now golng to be converted into the
Port Office. It is a substantial building.

HON ¥ XIRZRRAS:
And where 1s it?
HON A W SZRFATY:

At tre end of the road at North Mole on the right: I
couldn't say who built that building.

HON P J ISOla:

Sub-Head 1l - PWD Workshops/Gsrage - £70,300. Am I
iizﬁt in saying that this now has to be paid for by local
funds beczuse of the ‘change of opinion by the Governmept as
to where 1t was to go? What about the demol;tign of the 01d
Refuse Cestructor and the Home for Soclal ¥isfits?
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HON A W SERFATY:

They have now been reprovided.

Item 2 Head 105 Miscellaneous Projects, was agreed to.
Item 3 Head 108 Port Development, was agreed to.

Item L4 Head 109 Marina Development, was agreed to.
Item 5 Head 113 Telephone Service.

HON P J ISOLA:

I am not quite cleur. Are these the extra switchboards that
we were told were already in but are not in, what is it
exactly?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Chairmen, .if you read the explanatory comrerit, the first
one is the amount reguired to complete the project, the
second one is the amount required to meet the cost of the
lowest tender.for strengthening the flocr so that the switch-
board can be installed and the ‘last one is the fees payable
to the consultants who came here to advise us.

HON P J ISOILA:

I take 1t this is to do with the semi autormatic internetional
service which will be in effect in April, in other words, when
the satellite is operational in April. Will we have all this
done by then and the ertra lines operational and everything
with the backup in the telephone exchange to meet the increased
number of people dialling? TIs that the position? -

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

People dialling in England.

HON P J ISOIA:

Yes. or from Gibraltar out.

HON CHILZT MINISTER:

Well Gibraltar sh&uld be semi automatic.

HON P J ISOIA:

Yes, but the extra switchboards will mean that people will get

answers more quickly from the telephone exchange, is that the
idea?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

That is right, the extra switchboards are not included in this,.
If you look at one of the statements of reallocation you will
find it in thsat one. L
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CN P J ISOILA:

On the question of the consultants is it the consultants on
this thing or is this the international for the automatic?

HCN CHIZF MINISTER:

The consultants were appointed at short notice by us without
reference to ODK in order nct to lose time so that we would
have all the necessary materials and pros and cons befcre
the Working Parties in.crder to be able to make sure that we
were on the right lines for the satellite. We wanted an
irmediate feesibility study on the matter and going through
OLX would have taken a long time and it was politlcally
corvenient to have the thing done quickly.

- HON M XIBERRAS:

¥r Speaker, this means in fact that the decision on the
eguiprent itself or rather the decision to pay this for the
strengtren ng of the Tloor will meen that there will be no
delay attripbutable to the Government for the introduction
of the satellite, or has there been a delay?.

"HON LR R G VALARINO:

There ”asn t been any deluy at all. In fact, if you look
at the statesent of re-a 110Cdt’0ﬂ3 (o 3 of 1978/79), you
will find there in warrant 6, 113 ;e’ephone Service, the
£20,000 required to meet the cost of a six-position switch-
board ard ancillary equiprent, which is this one. :

‘HON M XIBERRAS:

Unforturietely, ¥r Speaker, we cannot discuss these virements
at this .time out that would zppear tc me to be the more
important for the House to discuss, in fact, the provision
of the machine rather than the strengthening of the floor. .
¥r Speaker, perhaps I might be allowed because there has
been discussion ebout this in the House, a decision has
been taxen to order, I take it, and that is why the

strengthening of the floor 1s necessary. Has the type

of machirery to be ordered been decided upon?
HON IR R G VAIARINO:

We are strengthening the floor of the telephone exchange
to instzl the six-position switchboard and ancillary
equipzent in addition to the one we already have at the

moment which is in the process of being completed.

HON ¥ XIZERRAS:

I see, but the Xinister mentioned a virement. Nachinefy had
in fsct been ordered end I anm asking him about what type of
machi;ery they wante.
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HGv DR R 5 VALARINO:

The machinery for connecting the lines to the new exchange.

KO:. M XIBERRAS:

That has been ordered?
HOIl DR R G VALARIINO:
Yes.

Item 5 Head 113, Telephone Service, was agreed to.

- Schedule of Supplementary Estimates Improvement and Development

Fund No. 4 of 1978/79, was agreed.to.

<

The Schedule was-agreqd'to and stood part of the klll.

Clauses 2 to_5 were agreed to and stood part of the 2iil.

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.
THIRD READING )

-* HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to report that the Ccurt of
Pirst Instance (Amendment) Bill, 1978 and the Supplcrmentary
Appropriation (1978/79) Bill, 1979, have been considered in
Committee snd agreed to,the first with amendments as shcwn
and the second without amendments and I now move that they
be read a third time and passed. .

Mr Speaker then pui the question which was resolveé in the
affirmative and the Bills were read a third time and passed.

HON CEIEF NINISTER:

Nr Speaker, in welcoming the Attorney-General I omitted on
behalf of all Members to record our congratulations to the
Clerz of the House for the honour he has received in the
New Years Honours.

MR SPEAKER:

And on this happy note we will recess till tomorrow morning
at 10.30.

The House recessed at $.50 pm.

TURSDAY THE 27TH FEBRUARY, 1979

The House resumed at 17 .45 am.
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PRIVATE MTVE3I2S' MOTICHS

EQN J BOSZANO: o

Mr Spearer, I beg to move that; "This House welcomes
Government's decision not to proceed with revised tenancy

-~

agreernents for new tenants at Varyl Begs Estate on terms
which would have effectively deprived these tenants of
their normal tenancy rights and cornsiders that tenancy
arreements of this type should not be introduced at any:
future éate." MNr Speaker, this moticn replaces one which
"1 gave notice on the 6th of February where at the time it
locxed as if Government intended to go ahead and insist
that tenants who hzu signed a normal tenancy agreement
should replace the normal tenancy agreement by the revised -
one and tenants who had not yet teen allocated a house or
whe had rot yet sigred a tenancy agreement vere veing given
the revised ore to sign. ‘When the tenants were first asked
to sign this new agreement tney were ohviously concerned by
the very fundamertszl changes that there were between the
rorrel one and the one that they were being asked to sign,
and fcllowing a meeting at one of the blocks I contacted

the Minister for Eousing and explained to him.that there was i

no way &t all th=zt the péocple concerned would be prepared to i
sign this agreement because they saw the situation as virtually

cutting their own throats, giving up e&ll rights of any des- :
cripticn and not cnly assumirg a liability.for anything that
happensd to them but assuning liability for anything that
might happen to anyovody visiting their home. The MNinister
said that he would be discussing the matter with his ;
ccllessues and the decision was taken not to proceed with

this a:ireement., I don't know qguite why the original decision

was tazen to revise the agreements or even.why the decision

was tzken to introcduce that type of agreement because it is
. quite clear, Nr Speaker, that if the tenants concerned had

not bteen asked to sign a normal agreement by mistake, they

would in ail probability have signed the revised agreement

without %nowing that it was a revicsed agreement because they

had just ceen given a house and tihie natural thing would have

been to sign the zgreement fullstop. In any case they would

certainly nct nave been in a very stronz position to reject

the arrzement without having a house already. I think,

therefcore, that the mcticn has as its main objective the

seezing of a commnitment from the Government that an agree-

ment ol this type will not be introduced in the future

because in fact it is wrong, if one aralyses it carefully,

to get pecple to sign an agreement that is in many respects

placing ar irpossivle burden on the tenant and to do so at a

critical peoint in tipe when the tenant who has been on the

waitirz list for many years has got to choose between sigping

an agreezent that effectively he will not be able to fulfil )

and being left without a new house. I think, kr Speaker, that

if one analyces the liabjilities that the ternants were expected

to assurme, and I think the most serious one of the lot was the
- 1liability azgainst eny accidents happening to somebody visiting

" one's nhcme, which no tenant in any government house would be
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ir : position to reet because if he were in a posi
meet denses of that type, quite frenkly, he shculd te able
to aifora to live in a home of his own without having to go
on the housing waiting list, would put the ienant Limzelf
and anybody else in a position without kaving recourse for
compensation for damages. In addition to that it seems
wrong that in an estate where there are 650 flats, 5CC odd
of those flats should have protection, should have certain
rights that they can claim from their landlord, should be
able to ask for compensation if their property is cdamaged
through structural defects snd the other 100 oéd just
because they happen to hsve haa to wait lonzer to get a
house, they have,been without a house for longer, because
we know that the ‘people who have had their houses were

- those who should have had them in September, 1976, so after

having had to wait two and a half years to move into a new
home, longer than necessary, it is wrong to expect them to
move in on inferior conditions to all the people who have
moved in before them. ' I don't want to meke this, lr Speaker,
a motion that is critical of the Government for what is has
done, that was what the other motion intended to do when I
saw the situation as one where the Government was deter-
mined to proceed with what they had intended, the motion
welcomes the Government's decision not to proceed with the
tenancy egreements and I think the Government hes got an
obligation to do two things, give an explanation %o the
House why on earth it decided in the first place to try and
introduce that type of agreement and secondly, reassurs
reople here and outside that it will not be attempted sgain.

Mr Speaker then proposed the question in the terms of the
Hon J Bossano's motion. :

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Nr Spesker, Sir, thc Government, of course, welcomes the

fact that the Honourable Nr Eossano welcomes the decision

of Government in not implementing the intended tenancy
agreenrent and I think, quite rightly, that unless Government
was in a position to be able to explain why this was intended
to be introduced it obviously cculd leave a very sbdur taste.
The facts about Varyl Eegg, Nr Speaker, are well Xnown to
menbers of this House. znd I think, indeed, to the generzl
public and in particular to those tenants of Varyl Regg, let
alone those who have been pressing the Housing departinent
over the last 2% years on the existence of vacant cwellings
at Vary1l Begg without knowing what Covernment intended to do.
In order to maintain brevity in this particular motion I
think, Mr Speaker, that no one better than I could explain
that the pressure that the department has had over the pest
2% years from those tenants who knew that they heé guzlified for
the sixth phase of Varyl Begg z2nd Block 18, that they were
pressing Goverrment because, in all fairness, there wes
nothing worse ané nothiig better in the construction or .
defects of construction or design in Block 18 and Phase & or
there was no difference at all to the other remaining 5 phases.
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Ur Spezker, needless for re to 'say this matter has
been a watter of slow progress tecause of the technicalities
involved in the Vuryl Begg dispute.

MR SPEAKER:
We are not going to go into the Varyl Begg dispute.
HON H J ZANNITT:

I aa only trj_“~ to explain, Mr Speaker, as I said at the
comrencement, why Government int roduced this. It was not

purely a Government whim to bring up a new tenancy agreement
for these 140 tenarts, it was unger no illusion at the time
thaet this was going to €= a simple matter, that it was going
to have certain ‘complications as later we saw. MNr Speaker,
the fact that when we had advice that we could allocate the
remaining fiats at ‘arJl Segg that had been closed for 2%
yecrs with the exception of the top floor, we were advised
that this could e so5, we could allcczle ths remaining
armcunt of Varyl Regg flats but that Government should have
some form of indemnity because we were advised that we
should not go into the same predicarernt that we were having,
and may I say that people were suffering, in Varyl Begg.
Haying sald this, Sir, it was then agreed that we should ask
the tenants moving intoc Phase 6 to sign the new tenancy
agreerent and that it should be dene on the understanding
that this wus of a :s,pcrar n;ture, it was not creating
two terznclies within * arJ_ Tecr Zstate, it was Just to
excnerate Goverrnment pending litigaticn or whatever, to be
eble to dismiss Government from posslitle claims particularly
aris*ng from the ccnditions we xnow in Varyl Begg. However,
Xr Speaker, cdue .to an administrative oversight it was
realised half wey through the allceztlion that tenarts had
nct been csrxed or invited to sign the new tenancy agreement
tut hed bezn gilven tre normal tenzncy agreement. It was
therefore guite ctvious that it made things even worse
because people were now being asked to relinquish the normal
terancy agreerent and enter into a new agreerent which could
te interpreted as signing your own death warrant, so it was
guite difficult to huve introduced thezt. FEowever, I think
the Honcureole Mr Zossano did menticn that possibly this

lJ havc bhen achieved i1f people vho had been weiting for

25 3 oecause the pxascung we have received in
hous_ 'G;vc me the house irrsspective of conditicns
even if it coes lezx or what have you," the possibility
existed that tenants would have sibned this new tenancy
agreerent and there poscibly wouldn't have been the hue end
cry that was created a3 & result of not having asked them
to sizn at tre time of offering, but where things did go
wrong was that we asked then to sign zfter they had signed
the normel tenancy agreserent. M¥r Speaxer, it was intenced,
and I rust waxe this.very cleer on CGovernnment's behalf
purely as a terporary measure. Once we would have had the
Veryl Zegg dispute or zroviem sorted out, obviously those
tenants would have reverted to the normal tenancy agreement
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to try snd indermnify sgainst possible clainms.
Governnent agrees that the wording was of particular ccncern
but there we are. MNr Spesker, whet we cunnot zccept on this
side of the House are the last words of thke motion, le "and
considers that tenancy agreements of this type should not be
intrcduced at any future date." WMr Specker, that is gquite
difficult for the Government to accept beczuse circumstances,
hopefully, shculd never wurise but they could arise thoi we
could find ourselves in similar circumstances whereby, God
forbid, we were agein to have houses in such appelling
conditions and there could be pressure for the occupation of
those houses irrespective of their conditions. If that were
the case, there are two options not to allocate tut 'irf
pressure is such that we had to silocate and I think all
members are aware that it is pretty well indefensible in the
rresént housing situation of Gibreltar to have a Tigure of
140 or even less houses vecant, Government might well have
to reconsider introducing if not this type of tenuncy cgree-
ment some other choice of words not sc repugnant ito tenzats
but which would safeguard Government's interests if the need
arose. Mr Speaker, we agree entirely with whaet the Hon Mr
Bossano has szid with the exception of the last sentence and
Government, I feel, cannot comrit itself under eny circum=-
stances that this would not happen zgein. e hope it does
not have to happen again but if the need zrecse then I cm
afraid that we would heve to introduce some form of scfe-

rary no

‘guard for the Government.

IION M XIBERRARZ

ir Speaker, as the Honourzble Mover and, indeed, the Minlster
for Housing mus. 53 aware, the Democretic Party ol British
Gibraltar issued a press release shortly after it come to our
notice that the contract in question was being seni to tenants
or tenants were being asked to sign this contract and the
terms of it werc quite categorical ané I need not repeat them
in the House. Following the withdrswal of the contract by
Governmeni, the Party issued a short statement on GEC
velcoming the withcérawal but the terms of the rotiona&e indeed
not alien to our sentiments, that is quite clear. The con-
tract, we said, was extreme in nature ond we thoughtit, in a1l
the circumstances, an urnfair burcen on the tenaunts. It was
putting them under a great desl of duress bearing in nind
that people hed been waiting for houses for a very long time.
I don't think the Governmert is in a position to introduce,
certainly not in the immediatle future, a contract of tihis
xind and as far as my colleagues and myselfl esre concernec, we
vould not like to see a contract of this kind re-introduced.
Whether the Government can commit itsell to introduce it
or not is a different question, we support the motion because
those are our sentiments as expressed in the communicue which
we issued. I urnderus.cand the position of the Government on
the rather loose wording at the end "this type of contract."
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A contract is an individual document and a change in a
particular clause can maxe all the difference to a contract.
th

The sentiment, erefcre, is not alien to us, the actual
viording does allow Government, if I may put it that way, a
loophole through which to escape from supporting this motion,
I understznd the pcsition of tre Mirnister for Housing. NMr
Speaker, despite the fact thet most of the motion is
concerned with events past and the Government's withdrawal
of the ccntrzct, I welcome the motion because it points to
the cuesticn of Varyl Begg anc the responsibility. It is
not fair to pass on the respensivility of the Government,

or Governrents,in the affair of Varyl Begg on to the

tenants znd this fundamentally appeared to be the purpose

of the contract. It is net fuir that if Governnents have

not acted in tre past for rmzny years now, at this late stage
individual citizens shculd be made to shoulder the respon-
sibility.and a2 heavy respornsibility it was as well, MNr
Speaker. The contracts spoke adbout injury or death and so
forth and did not cefire for what time the responsibility
was to pbe carried ty individuel tenants. Bearing in mind
what the saya of Government's impotence in remedying the
faults at Varyl Begg, it was all the more punitive a con-

“trzct and the tenants could not possibly be landed with that

responsibilitys So, M Speaker, we will support the motion
an¢. e perfectly understarnd what the Minister has szid but
vwe would lize to see from the Governrent bench a clear
tréication that they do accept that this .particular contract
was an extreme ccniract and even thouzgh they are unsble to
suppert the mction because of the wording of the last
sertence,. they should make it clear that they will certainly
not in the case of Varyl Begg try tc adopt the same expedient
azain, that is, pess on the responsibility for whatever is
wrong with Varyl Berg, or individusl flats irn Varyl Begg, on
to indivicdual terants. We would likxe to have & categorical
azsurarce fror the Government orn that because otherwise, Mr
Spezaxar, the withdrawal of the Government could only be
interpreted as a reaction to pressure. We know that this
Government often acts in this particular way and we would
iike to te z2tle to leave the Housz with the assursnce that
with.all the pressurez that aré on them in respect of Varyl
Be g, they are not going to be tempted to take the same way
out. ur Spezxer, I do not know whether the contract would
nave.stocd the test of Court and so forth, I 4o not know
whetner 1t would be ccnzidered a fair contract, I am no

lewyer, the mattér has nct come to the courts, fortunately,
and no herm has been done. U r, there is also one
£incl point in qguecticn and tha the matter of dis-
23 tetween tenant ently, at one particular
~e tenants were corffered thi ontract and other tenants
offers¢ or not reguired to sign the contract and this
zepimination in trestrment as detween tenants within
allocaticn. Thzt was pointed out in our Press Re-
do not xnow whether that wss a Tair proposition, I
would suspect tnat this is not the case, my information may —

ve wrorg, but I have had cases of people coming up to me and

saying; "So and so has besn offe¢red a house at Varyl Begg with
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the old contract" and tnut in itself, if it did tzke place,
raises other issues, if it did not tuske place I am very glad
but I would like to see ‘assurances to the effect that this
will not be done ugain.

HOui CHIEF MINISTER:

I am glad that the Honouratle the Leader of the Opposition
realises that Government csrnot support this motion because
the Government cannot bind itself in ariticipation of ary
situation which might erise and in which, in the public
interest, the Governiicnt may see fit, whetrer you heve,
communiques, whether you have letiers, whether you have
representations from the opposite sice, the Government in
its wisdom may think thet it has o carry on. Let me say
that the sequence of events in this matier are entirely un-
related to either the intervention of the Honourstle Nr
Bossano or the Press Release of the Koncurable Lesder's
Party, though perhaps we might be here on a different kind
of motion if things had turned out the way we wanted it,
let there be no misunderstanding. The point was thct in
anciclaption of the allocation of the flats, we were.
advisell 'here were czertain dangers and wc asked the Lepgal
Department for a contract which would indemnify the Govern-
ment in taking the risk that they were taking after two

*years when the flats were erpty, on the advice of the

consultants, and as the communique said due. to an administ-
rative error arising msinly outl of the fact thut the Fousing
Manager was away on leave ana he did not take notice of the
fact that he had been instructed that rew ternents would Lave
to have this contract, they were so anxious to give out the
houses that haa been held up for so long, and they gave out
contracts in the usual manner because it hzcd not.ccme to the
knowledge of the Housing Nanager that those were the in-
structions which he had to follow. So let there ve no mis-
understanding about it, there was no celiberate discrimina-
tion. There was no deliberate discriminution either in
respccet of flats or in respect of individusls., It was Jjust
that when they started to be given it hec rnot reached the
knowledge of the Housing MNanajer that a new form of contrzct
was expected of ternants. The other point I have to rzise is
that it had been explicitly asgreed that the new tenancy
agreement would be explained to pecple and they were not and
by the nature of things the normal tensrncy aireewent is a
two page simple contract with a list of things you never do,
about not having pets and so on and thet the other cre was a
much morec elaborate one prepared by the Legsl Lepcariment and,
of ccurse, teing prepared by the Legzl Department they mude
sure that nobody could go back to tre Legul Lepartment and
say "You have left this lisbility out.'" Thereforec it was
rather a draconian contrzct, I am prepcred to aamit this.
This was the advice that we were given in the circumsteznces
and on this we acted. Once it was cdiscovered that a nurmber
of people had already been given a flat with the old coniract

.and then they were piven, I believe, a week's notice to

change the contruce, that, really, was a most unrealistic

6)4-



L

w

v -

(&)

. @

apsroach to the matter beczuse nobody in possession was
goirg freely to sign thit contract. If, in fact, for the
nsed of havirg 2 hcuse and once the motter was explained
people, with thelir eyes open, wunted to go into those
conditions that was a matter for them, they mizht have

taxen lezal edvice, they rnirht have szid; "I ugree to
paragraph so and so but I don't agree to other ones," that
would have been a matter on which representations would

have been received on individual contracts. Ve know there
was anxiety to take the flats, we did not want to take
advantage of that,what we did want was to safeguard the
interests of the Government on the advice given by the
contractors. What we could not allow, communique or no
comrnunique, we cculé rot allow e set of circumstisnces

where recple in exactly the sume circumstances because of
an administrative error,some Wwere in a better position

than cthers and that was a matter for Government which was
rectified as soon as it was noticed and we said everybody
must e on the sume contraect and the indemnity which we
‘were see«ing we must forget and carry- it ourselves. Let

us hope that there will not be any need to come to this
Kouse to zs5x for money for compensation to anybody who

has a claim ezrisirng out of that,which would not arise if

he rad signed the contract. That is why we cannot agree
vith the latter part of the terms of the motion but,
certainly, we will undertaxe as it happened and as things
vwould have happened properly it would have been brought to
the notice of 211 tenants the same a3 when you go and visit
magazine or something else you are expected to sign an
ndemnity . thot you go at ycur own risk or when you visit a
rchip or something like that it may well be that in some
ses the Government be it in housing,be it in .another cuse,
the Government ray be conmpelled. There is such an under-
tzkingz, I believe, asxed for when visiting part of the
.waterworks where there are certain risks, even though it

is quite normal to go there. True, there are different
censicderations in respect of flsts, everybody who is given
a fizt should -expect to be in the same conditions as every-
boly else, I agree. 'We were anxious to give the flats and
we wWere anxious not to incur further responsibility having
regard to the experience that we have had in previous cases.
My attentlon has been drawn to the fact that in social cuses
and in czses where we have very tad accommodation to offer
tut 1t 1s better than nothing for the people in certain
circurstances who are not entitled to accommodation but are
hemelesz or there is a socizl problem which has to be solved,
the Government ases asx therm for an indemnity in respect of
that und that, I think, is why in fact we cannot oursclves
te beund Ly that. I hope the explanation will be understood
even if it is not agreed to. There wzs an administrative
error at some stage which made the thing perhaps better
because otherwise everybody would have signed and then there
wight have been tirouble after. I agree with that point but
on the other hand things teing as they are perhaps with the
explanation given by the Honourable Member, he might be
inclined to thinx that the matter has been sufficiently
,aired and withdraw his motion.
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MR SPEAKER:

If there are no other contritutors to the motion I will call
on the Hon Mr Bossano to reply.

EON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the explanation, to my mind, does not invslidate
the commitrent that is being sought from the Government about
not introducing this type of tenancy agreement again in the
future. I think that the wording does not, in fecti, tie the
Government cown to ar,thing other than not repeating what
they attempted tg do in this occasion and es regards &an
indennity which the Government says the tenancy agreement
attempted to achieve, in fuct, it is one thing to sign a
normal tenancy agreement with a tenant and say to the
tenant: "Look, we know that the house is damp and we know
the dampness may damage your clothes &nd therefore since

we are not prepared to give you a hcuse @nd hzve to pay

for your clothes for the rest of your life, if you sign

en indemnity saying you won't claim for any dameced clothes
we ere prepared to offer you a house on thui conditicn with
all your normal %tenancy richts except thct if other tenants -
can claim for dasizged clothes you ceanot," ond ycu add that
condition before the tenant signs the normal tenanzy cgoree-

"ment. But of course this was not a normal tenancy agree-

ment and this wasn't Jjust an indemnity, this was something
where the tenant assumes all lisbility for everything
including the block collapsing on top of his head¢ and that
goes far beyond anything that can be expected of cnyone in
any circumstances. The motion welcomes the cecisicn of the’
Government not to proceed with the aegreerent and I nust
qualify my welcome, Nr Speaker, becsuse 1 see now that the
Government is doing the right thing for the wrong reasons.

I thought that they hac decided not to proceed beczuse they
had had second thoughts ztout the morality and the wisdom of
that type of agrecement and having hod uw second loox at it
they had decided, not because of any comruniguesznd not )
because I came out to see the Honourable linister, rnoct for
pressure, but because it is right to review decisions and

it is right to admit mistekes gnd if it was a mistuke to
introduce that type of agreement and one reviews the
decision, then it is not a question of seying: "I wsnt to
notch up the credit for myself," but in fact if the credit
is due to anyone the crecdit is apparently aue to the person
who made the administrutive error. I thninxk if zny communique
has got to come out putting credit, the credit should go
where it is due, but that is the wrong reason to ry nind, Nr
Speaker, for not proceecding with the agreement. I think that
the Legal Department may have produced en agreement whi

100% watertight from a legal point of view. The Government,
I think, composed as it is of politicians, must in any
circumstances weigh up what is wearable, what people will
tolerate, and that type of agreement is not reaslly wearable
.because whatever technicalities may be involved irn a siring
of hypothetical coaditions which might never materialise, it
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really dbes send the shivers cown the spine of anybody who
is £ it vecrmuse it tulks stout inzluiing the "éeath of
anytody visiting your houssz. I think trhis is essentlally
what ry motion se=xs to impress upcn Government, that an
agreement of this type 1s rot something that really can be
expected tc pe introducez withcut causing an uphsaval even
in fact,'I telieve, even if the error had not been made and
even 1if people had signea it in oréer to get the house once
they were with that house ani that key in their hand and
they were inside, they would still have tried to get the
agreenent reversed, Mr Speaker, in ny Judgement. Of course,
the Government would not have been in the position then to
reconsider the thing because of an adrinistrative error,
they would then have had to consider it on the merits of
the cace ard what I am asking thes Government to do with the
motien 13 precisely to lock @i the merits of the whole thing
ard if. they need at any future date to protect themselves in
¢ measure, then to <o it in some other wey than through a
tenzncy agraement because in fect 2t the time when I had the
‘meeting. with the Honourable Y¥r Zammitt which was a couple of
days af'ter the agreement was produced, he explained what he
has explained to me today and I said to him; "All I am asking
you on dbehalf of the tenants is in fact to suspend any action
on this rmatter-to ses If there is a w2y 1in which, by agree-

rent between ithe Government and the tenant, a different form
can te found which gives Government the protection that it
needs,” ana I thirnx that is the riynt *way. to proceed about

’
it. The other espect of this matter which I think is un-
e

question of the liavility of the Government in having rented
these flats. I am totally confused about this situation
pecause the houses were kept erpty for a very long time
beczuse the Government was getting legal advice that to rent
the flats would maxe it more difficult for them . « « ¢ ¢ o

You must ve careful th:t you are Just exercising your rights
of reply and ‘you are tringing in a new matter which the
Governrent will nct be entitled to speak on.

HON J E033ANO:

¥r Speaker, the point that I am taking up is the point that
has been rude that the Government gave out the flats in the
last phase because of the pressure of the tenants,

¥R SPEAXER:

vell, that is a matter you could have brought up when you

vere moving the motion.

HOI J BC3ZANC: ;

I have not brought it up, Mr Speaxer, it was the Minister for
_Housing who szid thzt the tenants were pressing so much to be
given a house, that he xnows it personrally beczuse the pressure
‘ has teen put on him, that the Government decided that they had

to go zhead snd allocate rather then keep the houses empty any
longer. . ' :
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MR SPZAKER:
Perhaps if you give way the Minister could explain.
HCM H J ZANNITT:

It was certainly pressure from the general public in the
allocation of flats anad it was only until after the acvice
of Anarcws, Kent and Stone who acdvised us thct we could now
continue to allocate the flats at Varyl Begg Estate with

the exception of the toIp:floor and I think I made that guite
clear, Mr Speaker. :

HON J BOSSANO:

That is the point that I am taxing up, Mr Speaxer. InZuct,
I understood the situation to be that the advice thal the
Government had had was that the flats could not be allocute
without Government incurring a liability for those Ilats
which they would not be able to obtain ccmpensation from the
contractors on originally. Then they got advice after a
considerzble time that in fact they could alloc:ite them and
not inc: a liability, at least this is how I understood the
statement that wos made at the time announcing.the decision
to go shead and allocate., Now it seems that they are

"incurring a liability because they want an indermnity from

the prospective tenants so what is the situztion now, in
what way is it different from what it was innediately alter
the blocks were constructed? That is an aspect which is not
really what the motion is about but which hzs been reflected
in what the Ninister said ebout being sble to allocute now
whereas they were not able to allocate befere and yet never-
thaless needing an indemnity when, presumatly, tlwe original
reason for not allocating was the fact that there wos a
liability and consequently the need for an indemnity.

HOIl CHIEF MINI3TER:

If the Honourable Kember will give way. It isn’'t that way
that things have happened. It is in connection with cur
claim against the consultants end/or ccrniractors that we

were advised and we could now allocate these flats not on

the basis of the claim against the Governrent which we knew
might be made, in fact, could be made from other sources too,
but it was in connection with our withholding the granting

of those flats lest our legal position against the ccntracters
and the consultants might be prejudiced. It was against that
possihility that we were advised that we could allocatle these
flats except the top floors.:

HON J BOSSANO:
So in effect the tenancy sgrecenment has nothing to do with the
dispute between the contractor and the Government?
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HON CHZIZF NIYICSTER:

It has everything to do with it but the seguence of events
as ‘to why they were allocutec later rather than esrlier was
teccuse vie were acdvised ufter the last consultancy that
decpite the difficulties and desgite the issues that could
te raised, we could, without prejudice-to the case of the
Government ageinst eitrher of them, we could proceed to
allocate those flats. Ve have not allocated them lest we
would prejudice our case against the contractors and the
corisultants. As a result of the latest advice we got fron
the latest consultants who went into the ratter, we were
advissa that it would not prejudice our case, whatever case
vie might hzve against the consultants or the contractors,
if we allocated those flats except the ones at the top floor.

EON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I would then assume logically that if the
Goverrrent could allocate these flats without having its
case prejudiced, then any courpensation the Government could
claim would include all lisbilities and therefore it would
rnot neci an inderndity. That is what I would assume. One
can obviously go on arguing these things, till the cows
come home and we are rot going to get eny nearer but it is
quite obvious to me that the explanations that have been
civen at different points in time do riot-Tit entirely each
otker und there seens to me to be a gap btetwsen the
explunation as regards the pesiticn of the Government today
andé the position of the Government initialiy which I can

i that it i a different one, and the fact that
111 today needs to protect itself against
its case has not been prejudiced.
R

EON CHIZF VINISTS

e haven't got 10C% security that our case would be

established znd therefore it would stend as a second one.

Yes, I can see that row. In fact, it is an added protection
that the Goverrnrent, is seexing here Jjust in case the con-
trzcter produces some liability on the part of Government

to grotect itself against that partion of the liability.

HOIl CYIZF WINISTEIR:

well, certainly in this case it is not a question of
1isbility of repairing the flats but the liadility for
darmages for people occupying the flats which is a different
thirg.

e .

HOII J BOS3ANO:

Cne zssurmés, Mr Spesaker, that in its case sgainst the con-
tractors the Governrnent, I think has beern said, would ’
include all sorts of things including loss of rent.
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Nk SPEAKER:

Vhat the Minister is suying is thst they were rot quite sure
whether any damsge suifered by any of the tenants as a
result of the conditions of the flats would be covered LY
the claim against the contractors or the architects,

HON J BOSSAMNO:

Vell, to that extent of course then, lr Speaker, the tenancy
agreenent 1s not something the Coverrnnecnt needs in its dis-
pute with the contractors. It only arises if the Government
were to include .1 ..ts dispute with the contrzctors, ccm-
pensation for any clains it has received from tensnts and
that part of the thing was lost, only to that extent. Xr
Speaker, I cannot in fact withdrazw the motion for the
reasons I have explained, I welcore the Government's
decision but I think it should have been a decision arrived
at on another basis and I don't accept thet by giving e
commitrent that this type of tenancy agreement will not be
intrcduced, the Government is binding itsell lo dc anything
that would inhibit its ability to achieve a measure of
protection in some other way and I think the way that it can
be done is the way that it is cone with other tenants in

‘other circumstances like the Honourztle llesber mentioned
‘where social cases may be put in adegquate premiscs that may

be danp and they are told that the premises are dormp ané they
accept that they are goins: into a danp place becuuse it 1s
better to have a roof over their heascs than nothinz at 2li,
but they still sign a normal tenzncy agrecment end certzinly
nothing like the one that was sttempted in Varyl Zegg. I
think that was a misconceived idea and 1t should not bte
repeated and that is tne essence of what the motion seexs

to obtain, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker then put the questiion snd on a vote being teken
the following Hon kenbers veted in favour:

The Hon J Rossano

The Hon Najor R J Peliza
The Hon G T Restano

The Hon ¥ Xiberres

The £o.l:wing Hon lembers voted against:

The Fon I Abtecusis .
The Hon A J Canepa
The Hon lajor F J Dellipiani
The Eon K K Featherstone
The ¥on Sir Joshua Hassan
. The Hon A P MNontegriffo
‘ B The Hon J B Perez
' The Hon A W Serfaty
The Hon Dr R G Valarino
The Hon H J Zammitt
The Eon D Huill .
The Hon A Collings
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The following Hon Merber was absent from the Chamber:.
The Hon P J Isola
{

The motion was accordingly defeated.

HON J EOQOS3AN0:

Mr Speaker, I beg to move the feollewing motion: "This House
is gorncerned at the continuing failure of Government to
correct the defects in the Tower Blocks and considers that
an indepéndent survey of the whole strubture should bve
conducted and thc results made public. lr Speaker, the
state of the Tower Blocks was raised by we in a motion in
llovemocer, 1977, when there wus quite heated debate aznd I .
was more or less accused of have fetricated the whole
problem of the Tower Blocks. In order to ensure that I am
able to speak with a certein amount of authority on the
sutpject on this occasion I have taken the trouble to visit
each ianVidual flat which took me about nine hours, Mr
Speaker, anz I have seen the defects nyself and those
Gefects have not been-caused by the heavy reins of this
winter, Mr Spezxer, because in a number of cases all thre
floor tiles have beﬂn l_f.ed, there are whole wallc covered
in meould which uoesn't grow in a week, there are very many
flats with water coming in arcund the wihdow fremes, there
are very many flats with the same walls crackxed in the same
position in the sarme flat, one flat placed above the above.
I am no surveyor but I have taxen the trouble, Mr Speaker,
to go tc gll the flaus cf all the pecple who szid they had
a complzint zndé to make a note of the defects, I am
surn t an get one of his technical experts
tc do ent job ol L“veyin; &ll those 1luts
than I ' : rninz it is imgortzrit that it should be

vernment service so that the minds ¢f

t

o3

c

i
i
somebody from ocutsice Go
the tenants can be put a
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rest if, in fact, the Government
does fet a repo"t tha :ys that there is nothing fundamen-
tally wreng with the blocks. There is no doubt, Mr Speaker,
thzt the blockz zre in & terrible state, they azre in fact on
their wey of vecoring slums., The general state of disrepair
of thcse blocks 1is scrmething which cormpares unfavourably, I
think, wlth scnme ol the older houszng e¢states There is un-
doubtedly a neced to ©e able to increcse the amount of
mainternznce wor< being cdone on Covernment buildings and this
is scmething, of course, that the TCepartment, in conjunction
with representatives of the lavour force, is loocking at at
the moment but I think that notwithstanding that anc the Tact
trhat it xzy be po:sxcl# to improve tihre qugntity of meinten-
anze already being done by orgenising work in a different way,
there is no douct in rny rini hn_t very little or ur¢ctica11y
nothing hes teen done in over a year since the motion was

o
©®

‘trought to the House. e previous motion was treated 51mply
as scaremongering as indeed very often rmany thmgo that are
said are treated and not looked at on its merits as a :
reflection of a genuine situation that existed there, that
the tenants were genuinely worried about the situation. It

7.

isn't just the walls insice the fluts cthit are cracied, it
is ulso the walls in the cerriders thot cre cruczod. It
may oe thal cracied walls all over a block c¢o not imply
structural damsge but I would put it to the lHousc, Nr
Speaker, that most of the tenants would think that it
inplies that there is scmethirng wreng with the structure.
It may well be that waking up in the morning and stepping
into a pool of water uoes not imply thut tbere is fund-
amentally anything wrong with the blocks but I would put it
to the House that mocst tenants would thirk that there was
and the situation i1s one which has been going on for a very
long time and there are very meny tenants, Nr Speaxer, who
have got long ccrraspondence with the Housing Cepartment
and with the Public Works Department peinting out the things
that are wrong. 1In the number of flats thut I visited the
electricity had been affected ty the weter penetratiocn and
we are not just talking about dampness, we ure italXing
about walking into flats anid the Vinister can go there for
himself like I did and spend two days going rourd flat
see water coming out of chandeliers in rooms. Izt 7
be that there is no danger of people being electrocu
becauae, in fzet, I remember that the lazst time tha
tter was debested in the House the whole thing wos
treated as an attempt by a locsl newspaper to blow up the
whole thing, well, on this occazsion, of course, the szme

" accusation cannot be maeée e£nd when the newspazer does ccme

out which it will very shortly, Nr Speaker, then, no dcitt,
the accusation will be mude cguinst it es I am sure thut the
newspaper will want to make upr for all the time that it has
been out of circulation. Now thst the Henourcble and Learned
the Chief Minister has been able to rest frcm the newspaepers
in guestion he should have recovered himself to withstaend
any new onslaught trat they proJucc Therefore, Ir Spesker,
the matter is one wnere it isn't just u cucstio of things
being blown out of context, it is one where the uenants

have been very patient and very longsufieri:ig becouse the
matter was debated in the louse and it got to & qta&e where
I was VYeginning to have coubts in my own mind aboutl the
accuracy of some of the information that has teen put in my
way. This is why on this occasion I have been to see the
flats myself and it is true thst the water ccnes in through
the points and if that is not dsngerous then if' it was
hwappening in my house, Mr Speaizer, snd I would put it to
Memhers here, if it was happening in their hcuce, they would
be wo.oried avout a situation like thzt. There seems to be a
particuvlar pattern to the way that the water ccres into these
flats which would indicate toc scmebody with a limited know-
ledge about structure that there is a fcult sleng whnich the
wuter is travelling because the Tlooding of the fleats occurs
on flats that.are placed one above the other cn the sam
windows and coming in from the same wolls Irn a nuxnter of
flats pebple are paying for a 3-bedroon or a L-tedrocm house
and using the living room and »his again is wrong, that
people should be expected year after yeer to.pay for rooms
that they cannot use. They have got their furniture dis-
mantled and stuck in the living room because most modern
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furniture is rade of tbis comp sed wood that tends to act
lize tlotting pzrer and if th,, lgzz it in the rooms where
trere is Cumpress the whole thing woula be uscless, they
would have to throw it out. Thece are matters which in my
r.ind Governzent has got normal tenancy agreerments in these
places and if in;fact~the Government was conccerrned avout
pozzible 1iability arising out of the new phase in Varyl

¢gz, then I would say thet if all the tenants in the Tower
Blocxs started toting up the damsges of having to have lived
in those premises for the way ,ney have in the last few years,
then the iiztility would e enormous. They haven't done it
but apart from that zn =n more serious considertaion :s

ev
that if the provlem 1s there and it is getting worse and that
;a the informaticn that I rave had from practically all the

enants that I hsve beer” to'see, that the problem has not
beev 3zprovv‘,-that it wasn't remedied in 1977, and that
every winter is worse than the previous winter which suggests
tc me that we F"ve a detericrating situation there and it
suczests to me, Mr Speaker, that if the Government doesn't
¢o esomething te put the thi Tundamentally right today, then
it might Te either impossi i

o
(B ]
OO <

to put if fundamentally right

tire arnd if is not impossiple it is <,

ing to ve_ ten tines more expensive and if they
v

in a ¢

irg a Tew years ago it would have been less
it would te todcj. I think it is in
; «n interest in getting value for money, to
tackle blem even if it means eonnolng mcre money ncw
ta put rgs .right rather than to do a patch~up joo,
rether moly to put on g cwa‘ sf paint as socn as
epring g then the paint will nvcl off in the heat
ol the arer so that i: is nicely peelnu oway by winter
so that theJ can Have another flooded winter ir theose homes.
It is no goed rcpeatinﬂ the same medicine year after year if
the same medicine is patently fuiling te produce results and
the proklem of the [loods are getting steadlly worse and
there are more peonle affected every yesr and I have Leen
t6 & nurter of riats and I con see for myself, Nr Spesker,
that there is a progression, is alwost Jike an evolutlonary
ev¥cle, you czn see the flats todesy there that are g01ng to

te like the worse one:z in two or three years time because

the derpness has started in the seme places in the same bed-
rooms. You can see tre ones that have started like that =
few years cgo Lhat today have go+ =11 the wells covered, have
got Lo rut blsnxets Gnder the window sills, have got weater

ianrzediute and &

Uour‘ﬂ7 into szirting board* have got cracked walls and
4 fioor tiles s ation like that shculcdn't be
Ellvnci 1o persist year, ¥r Speuker, so I think
it is very n}*ort»r ne Governmen:t treats this motion
with the sericusnes
ynan
.

a

t it merits and that it takes

¢ion to get to the root of the matter
it finds itself with an unmanzgeeble

question in the terms of ths

EOR 1" ¥ FEATHERSTONE:

kv Spcaker, when the last motion was velore
were certiain gllegations nrade which I thin:

the time. These allegotiongc wure, was Llhe
wirong with the foundations eof ihe Tower EL

going te lop off five flocrs becsuse they we
the RAF. I did say at the sare time the we

’:
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continue our investigutio“ into th stccl'

structure. I stated that es I .l &S thg in{

orﬂsti

st the time theie was no danger with the structure whz

-
I
"

cn e

ever but this of course did not mean that we would not
fully syms

continue our efforts tec leook 2t it. I em

with the situvation in the Tower Blocks, I
considerablc danpnubo, that this uarpn,us

remedy these fzualts. As I s2id at the las
the fault was that in the initial construc

xnow

there:

is incre=a
ry Department is more than a little cornicerned how w

t deb
ction

ate,

for

reason or other the .amount of rendering was roduced

t- %" and this was put on’in one operation
5

rise U  a measurec of crazing which allovs

penet..wve the walls. We have also ouné an

fault and that is that it asppears that the
was nput round the beams was not, so I und:
vibrated so that it stuck all the way a30~
vut it set in such 2 way that there ware
these cavities through the wegkness in the
filled with water and the water runs along
you may get a certain place where lhe water
where it comez cut may be i guite a ditrfe
gether so that one house may be very str
the next house oy not be affected at =11,
will again be aifected because the woter is
the cavities and coming out wherever it can

and

r.

were going to put into cperation not a CLre, a

I accept that, bui something that would la

l} years ané that was to paint the whole of the

flintkote zas hacC been done tefore end as ha
satisfactorily for the normal lire of flin
spproximately 3 to 4 years but wve starth
looking at the steel structurc end w. Toun
of rust. We openea up the structurs in a
from the outside walls, in fact, I mysel!

Sy
outside on the credle to ihe “-gbtn floor, I wus nc

terrified in my life. I hzd no indemnity,
s0n2 par;s of the steel were snoming siins
would explain to the House thut therc are
rusting in Gibraltar, 'cne is normal rusti:
czn pe brushed of'f and there is no harm

.other is what is czlled chlorids rusting
dangerous indced because i1t is progressi
steel rusts it Illakes off &né the next pa
againe. We took samples of this rust from
Blocks and from .. ferent places a&nd sent

iy i

Th. '

<
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renit ol o
onsiy il 2.
The'thi use
s traveiling alomy
n. Last y2ur we
pairiniiv:
ct for zbtout 3
walls ti
d worked T
txote whi is
early lzs car
1 & certazln auoun
rumber of sc2s8
vent up o ne
S
no. 'Wwe t
of rust ai L
two .'pe" o
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atsoﬂver"the
hich 1s very
, &5 Tast c¢s ths
t is esttacxed
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ther to Zngland
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tion «rnd the result came back that this was
5 that tkere w23 no dunger to the steel

and our fears that it might be the chloride

re therefore allajed. But this took a con-

pericd of the year &nd by that time we were

paint thex with flintkote. What is our approach
for the Tuture? I am not sure if the Honourable MNr Bossano
had inside information in the Public iorks Department but

it is our zim this year to aszk technical aid from the

United Xinsdem to have somebody come out and look at these
Tower Blocks because we are of the oninion that the absolute
cure for this water penetration will be possibly hacking o.f
21l the rer<ering and re-rendering at the 2", doing a system
called "grouting" by whigh concrete is forced into the
cavities so that thése cavities. are filleé up. This is a’
dirficult and exoenalwe job and we feel that this would be
the possible solution. There are other inherent difficulties
which, psrhgps, were not understood a2t the time when the
dnaign or plans were rmade snd that is that in this area,

ith the configuration of the Tower Blocks, the rain does
not always come down vertically, it does not only come side=-
weys, sometimes it actuzlly comes upwards and we are
vondering whether the -window frames were made as waterproof
as they should have bcen made to stand that type of con-
figuration of water ettack. All this will be put to the
expert who we hope to bring but‘to looz into it and as soon
as we have his report we will, of course, set into opsration

=

on cne bleck gt first {o sse aiter a year if the results are.

a DV
tren the sscond block. *In the meantime,

er, we are going to flintkote them and this should 1last,
es I say, for three years. It is not as Lhe Hon Mr Dossano

s that you put the paint on In the spring ard by the

autucn it ig no good any more, wve have had experience of
flintkote in many places and it is satisfactory for a period
up to about three years. This would zmeliorate the situation
until wg can put into operat‘on the bigger repair job that
will have to te done. As I said this is a complicated job,
it will reed ‘'skilled technicians to do it, I believe this
grouting orf cerment to fill up‘'the hollows is a very skilled
job indeed anc it may mean that we will have to bring a
special firm from the United Kingdom to do it. The cost may
ve anything from £3m to £1lm per Tower Block but we are very
alive to the situation, we sympathise as much as we can with
the persons who are affected but it is of such magnitude that
when we get an poroacn from somebody that his house is
getting wet, can we do something abont it, cur answer must
per force be not as happy as we would like to make it that
to rermedy th® position io not simply going there and
plasterirg th2ir walls, etc. Reggarcing the cracks in the
corridecr, I have teen there anéd I have seen, especially at
the top floors a number of cracks. Yy structural engineers
tell me that these are quite safe, that the builaing in hign

wind does rove some eight inches cut of the vertical and this

has put a2 strain on the walls which may have caused the
cracks but they have patched thie cracks up in many instances
and there has been no rore opening of the cracks so 1t

75. : . .

appears thq\ thls movement, once ¥t hss teoken place znd once
the buil ¢ his settled, is something which is no longer of
any need to woer. I see no objection when we have the repor
from the gentleman whom we hope to brirg out, I sce no objcoce-
tion to it being made available to XNerbers of the Opposition,
the Hon kr Bossano will be allowed to have a copy. “hether
it should be made public or not I am not fully certain zt the
moment - it will be a very technical repor: and some times
technical reports when given to .the general public can be nis~
interpreted and can give rise to apprehension when no such
apprehension should be there. ¥

HOM J BOSEANO:

If the Hon Mermber will give way. In fact, the wording .of the
moticn gives the Government a certain amount of leeway zs to
what they interpret the results. The results can be that the
expert has said that fundamentally the dlock requires the
things that he has mentioned or that fundamentslly there is
nothing wrong with the foundation. They do not have to
publish the whcle report.

HON M K ¥% .THERSTONZ:

Eased on that I thinx that we could sccept that the result
would be made public. Of course, we would be the first if
there were, and I still feel that from the engineera' rejports

that I have had. there is nothing to fear with the Tover
Blocks, but if there were to te anything untcrard ihe Public
Works Depertment and the Government os a whole would be the
first who would be willing to make tnis public because
obviously we could not condone that people should live in
conditions that were dangerous. A3 I say, the report, when

we have it, I will make available to Members of this liouse

and I think there will be no difficulty in making the results
or the main Tindings of the report public. In the me:ntihe,
as I said, we will go ahead with the flintxoting p“ocefs and
this should, at least, tide us over the next two winters and

I hope that the unhappy situation of this rather severe

winter will not be repeated. We therefore support the motion.

]

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speakxer, I am glad to hear that the Government 1s supporting
the moticn because I think that what has becn revezled today by
the Hon Nover of the lotion and the linister, in reply, is
rather alarming. Ve zrs, of course, rglichd to heur traot

there is no danger to the people sctually in the arez and this,
of course, is something that should be probebly stressed to

the public and especially to the tenants of the Tower Blocks,
that therc is no immediate dznger of any xind to them in their-
houses. But, Mr Speaker, it is rather surprising, quite franxly,
‘that all these defects that exist and have obviously existed for
sone time were not spotted oy the Depart n ent at the time of the
last motion that w: . “rought by the Hon Nember in which, I

cgree, the allegatlond made in a certain new“paper were perhaps.

z
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tire; at least so 1% seemed

very, very eYa:geratea at the

from the re3ly of the Vinister at the time, but neverthe-
less there was obv‘o;sly soma truth not on the guestion of
risz to 1ife but there was some truth in the problems with
the buildings which were not brought to light by the Govern-
ment a2t the time not beczuse the Government was trying to
hide anything but bscause thos: who zdvised the Government .
aid not poszibly varry out a survey at the time But it is -

"or“y;”é, Np Spegxyr, frox the point of view of Glbraltar,
from the point of view of elected Members, it is worrying
to £ind that this is the third major case where 1t appears

the Departrment for wnich the Minister is responsible has not

been supervising the construction of crown property even
though it may huve been tuilt by independent contractors,

hes rot Seen doing its job of suﬁarvislon and manazement °
corrzcily fas occurred, Mr Speaker, \1tn Periny House,
it has occu w wiih the Tower Blockxs and it has ocitirred
with the Vary g Zstate. And when one considers the vast
o) :nat are voted to the Public Vorks Depart-
nd year out, cne considers that it is tiheir
to.maintein crcwn prooerties, it is their
Y to supervise the construction of crown

one canrot but be concerned and .alarmed at the
s to the pudblic of Gibraltar, to the zublic purse
eguence of this lack of supsrvision and manage--
part of that Department. One cannot always put
1m.2, ¥r Speaxer, on the labour ,Jorce, lack of
tivity, etc. One must also be concerned asbout the
¢k of produuu1v1ty ot rmanzgenent and to me this seems a
cleer case of lack of ranagement and the Depsrtment has only
gonz into it thoroughly apparently when it has been forced
to ¢o.cc tut this is, Mr Gpeaxer, a "ﬂcnrr‘rg responsioility
One is concermed of what is happening in
that are veing built in Gibraltar in respect
artrent has responsibilities. Are we to wait
for three or fcur years till thexe is a comrplaint and then we
£ind thzt there wwe half an inch of rendering inst:zad of
three guarters of an inch, we finc¢ that the thing was not
proeperly tuilt? Are we going tc have the same problem with
other crown properties; Mr Spsaxer? It Is an alarming
sltuation wizer you have such incresses in professional staff
in the Department znd we find solittle p“oduction from that
professionzl stzil and this, Xr Speaker, is clearly an in-
dictrment of wanzgement, It is en indictment of those whose
responsibility . it is to the Government and to the people of
Gizraltar to dc their Jcb and this indicates that it has not
beern done in the ‘over Zlocks, it may nost nave been done in
the case cf Pernzy House and it may not have been done,
deperding on  the rrf"Wts cf the lltlﬁation when it comes,
it mey rot have been dorne in ths case of the Varyl Begg
te

nent year
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Estate. Thkis is, I think, zn alarming situation from the
point of view of zublic funds erdé public expenditure. It
is quite obvious from what the Minister has saii, that to.
correct these particu’a; faults is now going to cost an

enon~cous zmount of morney. I kunow technical assistznce is
beirg sc t from Her Majesty's Government nov to send an

77. o -

expert out but that is going to come from the grant given
to Gibraltar, thit is goins, tc be rmoney thzt is gfoing to te
useG for Gibraltar anc that will be purt of Eer Najesty's
Government's eid to Gibraltar. Then, of course, the
Government will have to go to Eer Mo jest"'s Cobernment for
the money to put it right which is guite cotviously go'n to
e a large amount of money. I sunou‘t trhe "ot;oq aréd I
support particulcrly, Nr QJCOYd., that port of the zotlo
that asks fer the results to te made public. I think it 1is
important that people administering public funds znd being
responsible for the manaogenment of the econ ory, should be
accountatle to the putlic znd the public shoylc know what.

has gone wrong with money that has been spenton thelr be-
half. Nr Syevter, I am gladé to hear Trom the Vinister that
the Government sgrecs with the motion and I bhope thut the
Government will make the results of the inguiry putlic and
that the inquiry will be core by an indepcenrndent person and
thst there will be no cover-up as regards responsibilicy

for what has gone wronge.
HON A P MNONTEGRIFFO: !

I would not like to drow my sword to arbae the accuscatl
eagainst management launched by the Hon MNr Isola. I can only -
say, Sir, that from otQhr experiences in other tlocks where
it has come under the OUM at least I kncw from the Varyl
Begg experience that it was brought to the notice of both
consultants and the contrdctors that the way things were
goirg were not to the likirg of the ’ocal experts, only to
be told thut we were not the clients and that the clients
were the ODM at that stsge and on \crt the corresponcence
and little action was tzken. I hope that all this will >
cone out if and when we do tuxe the matter up of Veryl Eegge.
I also know that when the Tower Blocks were built we did
fird originally by our own experts that there w s sorething
wrong with the Tower Blocks origlnslly ené soretning ves
done in an attempt to put it right. - Whether they guess,
and I say the word "gueas" in inverted commas, corregctly or
not, fara while it seened tc worx. EFut &s the Hon ¥r Eossano
°tdteu here this morning the situation has graduclly de-
teriorated and it is likely to cetecriorate if no aciicn is
taken. I think it is also not quite fair to say that
nothing has been done end that we toox the words cf ,warning
by the Hon Nover of the lotion 'ebout a year ago with a
ertain amount of corplacency. I thirk the Fon Minister for
Public Works has explained zll the different tests and cother
things that Wwere done by experts from the Deperiment which
hes given rise to the bringing of this particuler psrson
urder technical aid. Ve zccept the spirit cf the roticn
as my Hon Friend on my left has stated tui I thirnk the Hon
Kr Bossano will appreciate that it is in a vey a vote or
censure on the Governrment which, of course, he can proceed
with it if it likes and cannot have our support. Therefore,
if we can have an agreenment which shows the united concern
of the House about the particular prorvlem I think we.czn ell
successfully vote in favour and the amendrment I am suggesting,
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Mr Tpeaker, iz that the noticn be amend ‘ed by the deletion
cf the words "ot inz continuing feilure of Sovernmens to
correct the defects in the Tower 2locxs" and the sub-
stitution of' the follcwing worcs: "that the defects in the
Tower Blccrxs have not yet been corrected" so that the
mction would read "This MNouze is concerned tinat the defects
in th ower Blocks have not yet been corrected and

0o
:hat an 1naeu ndent survey of the whole structure
c

» Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon
? Montegriffo's amehdrent.

HON J ECS3ANO:

-
, I will vote in fevour cf the amendment. The
the motion is not to censure Government but to
ouse to rezlise that v“ere is a serious situation
owezTr Blocks which is affecting the wellteing of the
trerz and to get some steps tzken to put it right.
re, I have no difficulty in accepting the motion and
ee ctviously that my form of words is open to more
interpretation, it can be fzilure because one tries
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nd doss not succsed z2nd it can te failure because one does
othing which is something that neecs censuring, of’ course,
ne Hon Xerber, the MNinister for Fublic Vorks, has scid that
nurtter .¢f steps were taxen efter ry last motion although
hat was tot'rcflected in theeHcuse, i I may say so, at the
ize, that the thing was be1n5 taken seriously. But ’
vviocusly if sore tnln"° were dene subseguent to the motion
id they have faileé to p“oc"ce any results, then what this
motion seexs to establish is that we are concerrned that the
sitvation has not ‘*ﬂro"ed and from what I have seen 1is
deterisrating, end that that conern will want traznslating in-
to expert advice that will tell us what we need to do to
naxe sure that we can put a stop to the situation.
¥r Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirrative and the amendrment,was accordingly passed.

Uy Speazer, I will make a brier contribution. My Hon Friend
has already spozen asoout that part of the motion which we
most favour, namely, that there should be an independent
inqul”“ ané that the results rmight be made public and I hope,
'r Speaker, thet the Government, having taken this in the
cese of the@cwer Blocks, will also be prepared to take it

irn the case of Varyl 3Begg.

MR S2ZAXER

X SSLaslLns

I will call on the mover to reply to the motion as 1t stands

NOW e

79.

HON 7 BOI3ANC:

The only thing I would like to say Nr Spesker, is that
obviously once we pass the motion the important thing is

.to try and get this off the ground as soon zs poszible.

Mr Speaker then put the question in the terms of the Eon
J Bossano's motion, as smended, which wae resolved in the
alfirmative and the motion was accordingly peassed.

HON J BOSSANO:

ir Speaker, I begg to move that: "This House, whilst re-
cognising that the initiative announced by thke Chiefl Minister
in November, 1977, in launching the Strasbourg Process vas
motivated by a desire to inform the Spanish Government
directly of the views of the Cibrealtarians thct sovereignty
is not negotisble, considers trhat in the light of subceguent
events the Strasbourg Process shoulé be susnended for as

long as tne Spanish representutives mzintzin that the
2’timate objective of the process is the eventusl incorpora=-
tion .f Gibralter into Spain andé not simply the remcval of
the Sp..iish blockade". MKr Spezker, the Strasbourg Process
appears to mean a lot of different things to a lot of

people, and I am quite deliverately choosing to accept the
version of the Hon and Learned the Chief HAxlsue“ as 1o

what it 1s all about. The enrcuncement that w fel
November, 1977, coincidentally the same tinme tu‘ the

previous motion on the Tower Blocks was put, ana it would
be too much to hope for, I suppose, that “aving seen the
light on the Tower Blocks the Hon and Lesrned thes Chief
Minister is atout to see the light on the Sirasbourg
Process. At the time, in a motion movced by *c hﬂlch said
that there should be no discussions between Fritein and
Spain on the question of sovereignty, the Hon ﬂd Learned

the Chief Minister masde the announcement of this proposal
of his to Dr Owen which intrigued Dr Owen, we were told,
and which had, 2s I uncderstood it, a ausl objective: to
inform the Spsniards about how we felt and the wey we felt
was that Gibraltars sovereignty had nothing tc do with
Spzin essentially because we dié not ﬂcceﬂt that 4t should
be even a matter for discussion *n Syain and, secondly, to
discover whether the wina of chanrge uupposeuly sweeping
through 3pain was having ary effect on the Spanish wview of
Gibraltar. On that basis, Nr Speaker, I accepted that the
Chief Minister should go to Strasbourg, tell the Spazniards
how we feel and come back and tell us how they lelt. I
cannot accept that heving done that in Strasbourg anythaing
else can e achieved dr is being achicved consistent with
those two objectives, ie, that we are either e»plaining
anything now to the Spaniards that was not explained in
Strasbourg thet they do not xnow or we sre lesrning sore-
thing from them that we did not learn in Strasbourg. In
fact, it is quite clear that the Spanish side of the
Strasbourg Proc.ss has seen it from the beginning in.a
totally different light from the light in which'it has
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been ezplaiﬂed in this Eouse. My opposition tc the

Strasbourg ﬁ"oc=so is based fronm after the first meeting in
Stra I rust suy thet the way that I Lfoundc out
thet £ to be these telis that nhad been

orox ething of a surprise tecause I learned

in t the Hcn end Lecrned the Chiefl

Lini in Loncon the Leader of the Opposition
nheac it in London and it became clear in

the only personrn to whom it was news was to

mne. t was nct bpecause I was against -the

Strasoou zuse it had not yet started. IHowever,

I cdo not ve difflculty in mexing my mind up on the spot

and after listening to the Chief Minister saying that whet

ne vwas going to tell the Spaniards was that he sunporued ny
motion and =zt that time it was a Tairly rare ihing it happens
rore frequently nowzdays itrhatl he supports my motions, at that
time it was sufficiently rare to warrant going. to Strasbourg ‘
to tell. the Spariards. The immediate aftermath of Strasbourg
was the visit of Sr. unnre" tc Gibraltar and in my view what
the International 3Se retary of the Spanish Socialist Party

hzs szid in Gitraltar 3 recent visit is essentisally no
different from what rez said. 1 recall distinctly

Sr Fuzerez saying on evision screens thet although it
vwaes wreng of Franco estrictions it was clearly
effective teczuze we w agreeing to talkx wiich we had,

not been willing to do s lcng as there were no restric-
tions, that is, that strictions had forced us on to the
tetle and I heard that 2 on: CBC television by Sr Ruperez ¢
so that 3r Yarez shcul trat when the restoration of the
telezhnizne ox plzce 1 5 made clear in'Strasvbourg that they ;
ware Lo place teccuse we had started to talk and that the Z i
DpRooreEs: the talxs wculd deternine how the removal or the
ncn-r2moval of the restrictions progressed, he was not sging

.

anything that I had not heard essentially from the approach
cf Sr Ruperez, the only tnlrg is that he was saying it much
rore bluntly ard that in fact if the resoreticn of the

telephonés was airectly linked to the guestion of the talks
texing place that, in ny view, should have besn made public
here zrd the pecple should rnot have been led to believe that
this was Jjus shot cut ol the blue which nobody expected in
Givraltar an t Jjust one morning the Spaniards decided to
put the t s back and nobcdy xnew how long they were
tack for hey were back or anything else, which was
certairnly erzl im sgiorn in Gibrezltar zndé the
irpressicn until Sr Yanﬁ" toid me otherwise. He not
only iold rviize, he wernt tack and he told Area what

ne had to ‘r Speaxer, so in feact ocur neighbours in La
Linea zre t much more detailed explanations about
tne Spzanish view of the Strasbourg Process than the citizens
in Gibraltzr are zbvle to get about the Gibraltarian view of
the Strastourg Process. I think, quite apart from anything
else, quite apart from the entitlement of every citizen to be -
fully inforned zteout this matter, and when I have asked to be
in-vhﬂﬁc, Mr Spzzker, I have asked to be inrormed only in de-
fzult of the pecsle as a whole veing informed. If I cannct
get other Vembers to agree to a full ané detailed public
statezent for the whole of G;hralta. then I am prepared to
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th a far-less desirable situation ths
shoula oe inforned. Even il I éisu,ree with the Proce
I am still entitied to itnow whet is beinis suid ¢ni done in
ny name. “erlaaq, Mr Speaker, in that respect. I will 3
i ti
N

conso. myself wi

into some cetail asbout the meeting tht I hed
Nr Yiberras ond mP Joe Pituluge zfter the 'Lr
because, as I szid before in the House in previ

I found out nothing confidentially from tke Eon ¥ rra
abcut the meeting in Strisbourg because what I found cut

was public knowledge and therefore, as far as I an conceraed;
all that happafﬂ inStrasbourg I can say guite. ogenly was

that the Spaniards repeated their view and the ulDPJLtaPi&nS
repeated the .r view and that is it. Thuat is 1l I know that
happened and I wss fully informed ol the mecting in Stras-

bourg, and that is being fuliy informed, right, so there.is
nothing more to Strasbourg as far as I am concerned bDecause.
if I was told that in confidence and that is pudblic know-
ledge then presurmably ihe public is fully inforned of what
took place in Strasbourg, or es Tully informed es I
been in confidence. It would have Dbecn beitter il t
a memorandhm prepared, for exanple, for t“*t mectin
that memorandum chould have becn mace prtl but I
seen sucn a memorandum and I do not %xnow ihether it wa
But, of course, s regards the Paris mecting when I hzad
stated vefore the Paris mecting that i

tion that I had ‘na¢ about Strasbourg sm that it
secmed to be almost ncn existent, on is ting the
Hon Leader of the Opposition did give me 2 detwiled cocount
in the presence of Nr Joe Pitaluga and he did it zfier I had
gone on television complaining about ris not informing rme
and he gave me the account on condition.that I aceccrted that
it was confidential. Again, it seems absolutely clezr ~o me
that the sccrecy surroundins the talks sre a decision taken
by, presumably, tiie Leader of tﬁo Opposition and the Chie?f
Minister that as Jlittle informotion os possible shouid come
out about these talks because I have written tc Dr Owen
saying that notwithstanding his public statcrment in Paris
that nothing was being done behind the people's back, he was
not informing the people in Cibraltar and that therefore as
far as the people were concerned it was gll ocﬂlrd their
backs and he said it is not up to him to inform the reople
of Gibraltar, the people of Gibraltar were p”csert by viriue
of' the fact that the Chief Minister and the Lczier of the
Opposition were there, so he puts the whole respcnsibility
for kxceping peovle here informed on’ the representatives of
the people at thece talks which is where the responsivility
should be. I would prefer ilat the responsibility shoulad
lie thers and not elsewhere because then I can bring a
motion to this House snd do something about it and there is
little I can do about getting Dr Owen to make a public
statement. In fact, because we ere there we are committed
in a way we would never be by Ir Cwen beceause jusi 1ike we
cannot ask him to dl'"harge rcsponsibilities to us he has

got no rold on us eiivner. Ve c*d not clect nim, we zre not
represented in the House of Commons &nd the agrecment that
there is by the British Government that ihere should be
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nothing done without our consent megans that whatever he
arrees isad referendum to us $o our presence there comnits
cus and does rot glve us h“y security that we do not slready
have. In that neéting, Ur Sneaée‘, Mr Pitaluga had some
notes, tgken in Paris and I have said at a tublic mee *1ng
«in the Community Gentre and indeed at pubT ic meetings in
the Houzing Zstates where I have been eXplaining my posi-
tion to pecple in CGibrzltar, I have said that I had seen
i the minutes of tke resting that toox place in Paris. I
have n be informed that there are proper minutes of the
 mezting nich I have not seen and that what I saw
An ¥p ffice were just notes taken by lr Pitnluzia
and not tes of the meeting. I have asked that 1
should be shown the minutes of that meeting and I do not
Znow whneither I will be er not. I assumed that they were.
the minttes beczucse they were notes taken at that meeting
-and to the best of my knowledge that wos the only record
-that tkere was., Mo doubt, if there are more comprehensive
and det2iled minutes then I look forward to seeing those-:
‘because.they may be atle to give me an even more accurate
picuire of what toox place there but, of course, rather
"than have the minutes supplied to me I would infinitely
prefer thzt those minutes should be made public because I
'think evary 1“,1e citizen in Gibraltar is entitled to know
everytoing th,v has veen said by the Spanizids in those |
"tal¥s. They are entitlsd to know and I have been very care-
ful, Mr-Spea der, to stress in 21l the speeches that I have
Jmade that I am not exercising a platform from which to
;attack the Chief Minister and the Leader of the Opposition
but from which to voice my disagreement 'with their handl;ng
of the situation and my contention that thelr judgement is
Vrong e

‘If the Hon Member will give way. It seems to me that we are
‘zoing te be in a very great di:ficulty or he is going to
incur in a considerzble amount of repetition if he deals
with his two motions separately. It sesms to me that both

nc are Va“j cleszly linked and it would be as well if
1 with then, the Hon Mermber chooses, because
are going to have a repetition of everything.
ars two different concedts of the same matter. The
r would be that it should all be one motion divided in-
e ;nu two in. nse that people can vote in favour
he other but that it should be all
I thinx. .
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e two is tecause people might vote in
in favour or the other otherwise there
n Jo‘n-ns the two because the arguments

he rezzson why e
t
o
4 pudblic statement of what has alreaay
t
oJ¢)

t
ur of one zn

ntinue becau the continuation of the
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ly linked, to my mind, to a decision to .

talks is nmade conditional upon the attitude of the Spanish
representatives and I belicve that that attiiude will be
made crystal clear the moment that what the Spgnish re-
presentatives have said at the talks is made public.

MR SPEAKER:

Yes, but as the Hon Chief Minister quite rightly says we can
tie up the two motlons ané then, of course, the mover woulcd
have the right to insist on separate votes on each cf the
two parts.

HON J BOSSANO:

I have no objection to that if that can be done, Nr Speaker.
I have put two motions because I thought it needed to be
done separtely.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The answer should be perhaps to say "That this House (1)
wiitlst recognising (28 considers » « o o « .

Mk SPEAKER:

There is no difficulty, it is the procedure that I am
referring to. Perhaps the Hen Mover can move an a.cnd“er“
to the motion adding Yand that this House ccnsiders there
should be" and then you will Te entitled to spesk on that
particular point of the motion too.

HON CHIEF MINISTER: '

Yes, but we must preserve the point which he has intended
and that is that there will be two votes on the ‘two matters.

MR SPEAKER:

' .
There is provision in the Standing Orders when 2 motion
seeks two different votes, that I have made quite clear.

HON J BOSSARNO:

Mr Speaker, then I move the amendment to the motion by
adding "and that this House considers there should be a
detailed and full public statement of the views expressed

by the Spanish and British dele ;ations at the wvbtlth helad
in Strasbourg and Peris and the ho rxing Parties held in
London and Madrid". Nr Syuaxer, the motionz both dezl with
the same subject matter and are intricately joined in the
sense that the amount of informution that we have mzkez it
Gifficult for people to exercise a Juagement as te siher
there is any point in continuing with the Strasbourg process,
whether it is in fact desirable cr counter-productive to de
so. In my judgement, Mr Spesaker, the process should not
corinue. The roason that I am giving for rnot continuing is"
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that al a or exarple, the Hen Leader of the
Cprositi ¥y the Gitreltar Chronicle a2t the time that
the cel apsut to leave for the Nadrid VWorking.
Perties, he was quoted oty the Carcnicle as saying that he
thouzht that the talks were principally about ths renoval of
the restrictions, it is guite clear that the Spanisrds think
otherwige, that they do6 not think thst it is principally about
the removal of the restrictions.

/e will speak exclusively on meﬁamenament.

On the amendrent the only thing I need to say is that I -
accept that the best way of. dealing with the two motions is °
to have. one debate on the subject but that of course it is
important that different voies should pe taken because I

assume that there will be soxe sort of pudblic statement
issued on the tzlks after this.

YR SPZAKZR: :

I will put the question which is that the motion before the
Hcuse be axzended by the addit*on at the end of it of the
felloving words: "that this House considers there should be
a detailed gné full public statement of tHe views expressed
ty the Spanish and Britisn delegations at the meetings held
in Sirastourg and Paris and the Yorxking Parties held in
Lcorndon and adrid."” .

The question was resolved in the affirmative and the motion
was amended accordingly. .

HON & BCS3ANC:

VMr 3pesik€r, the categcrical stat e*ﬂnt from the Leader of the
Oppcosition is that, of course, the talks are about the re-
movzl oI’ the restricticns and Pothinp else as-far as we are
concerned., We then have a situstion that there are two
parties rceeting for discussions, one party of which thinks
that th2 meeting is for something andé the other party thinks
that the meeting is for something else and thzt, to put it
milély, is a very peculiar situszti on, Xr Speaker. The posi-
ion tnzt the Spaniards have adopited, and there is no doubt
ncw 2t 21l in Ginrazlter that whoever gets in efter the end
of the elections in Spa the pesition is being maintained
throushout th#d politica p2ctrum, on the guestio n of
sovereignty, on the que n of Gibraltar's future there is
unanicity of view in Sp at Gibraltar is SpaHISﬂ. In
ict, ihe position of t ialists is so clear-cut that I
ve been zvle to szy i uoilic meetings thet I have
nzt beth 8r Yarez thinX exactly the zamz on
izniy, we boih se it is nox ncbo*lao*,. But,
r3e, ne says that h sovereigznty is not nego-
and I zx sayi itish sovereignty is not
sble but we ar n saying ‘it is not negotiasble.

The tion of the Socislists is thue U

pPrepsi to it down end discussz whelher

Spenish. They arc ccying it hes to be )

how sL?onL they cre on the cucstion ¢f oo shiaged r

haps bpecase we are both Socialists we ot eel r ¥

sbout it. Dr Owecn, on the other hand has ot o« vi oi the
Strasbourg Process which does not appesor to coincide either

wlth the view held in Gibraltar or with the view held in

Spain so the situstion gets ever more intcresting, Nr

Specker, because it seems the more pecple there ere in the

Strasbourg Process the mors versions there are ¢f wnot the

Strasbourg Process is. 0DOr Owen says, according to a report
in the Crror-cle of his latest press conference where the

views expressed.have been welcomed by scme people in

Cibraltar, I canr~t soy that I welcome all the things he
sald. there because there scems to te a certzin misconcep-
tion on the part of Dr Cwen., He says that wve, the
Gibraltarians, are not prepsred to negotiate with Sp
while the restirictions are on. I think Dr Cwen nced
be told that we are not prepared to negotiste with &
with or without restrictions sné I think Spain neels
ieve
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told what the people of Gibraltisr feel and I bell
what the peonle of Gibraltur feel from the reacti
have seen from the people is that although we prefe
live without restrictions we would rather have. tho
rictions there for the nexit 200 years than give zn in
cur soll. It has got to be pat that clearly ond that
categorically to the Speanicerds, in my view, and thon
could not DOSSlOlJ te under the WloCO“yc!*lon thaot w
neeting them in Strasbeourg or Paris or aaywhere,
in order to discuss wren and how Gibraliar is even
going to become Spanish because the only thing tho
arc prcpar:d to discuss is the transition to.a Sza
Gibrsltar They are not pleia"ed to discuss the e
ocutcone. *hat for them, is a fuc+ of life that
got to accept. Ve Znow that re are ppcrle i
who consider thet it is a fac. 1 1ife ths

accept andé if those people are right then nere
logic in saying if something is inevitatle it is
sit down and try and salvage whst you can rather
nothing and be feced with s fur worse situation in
That is a lagical argument ond one thet gains sireng
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a situation where we are told in Gibraliar, likze w

Leet today in the House of 4ssembly, that we are nm

the Siuriards to get them to tuke off the restrict E

How are we meeting the Spaniarcs to get them to tu [shibd
the restrictions? Are we going to persuade them = axe
off the restrictions? Are we n01nb to thrcaten them with
something to make them take off th restrictionz? COr are
we 5omc to bargain with them in order to giv tremiscme-
thing in excharge Tor teking off the restrictions? The
three ways <f approaching a provlem where one is faced with
restrictions. I would say that since the Zpanierds have
made it absolulely clear wheat their ultimate chjecciive is
then any bargaining atterpts have got to be secen “rom ihe
value that would be put by the Speniurds on anything-we
were to offer in the context of their ultimate objective.
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ST Ae) oresell 1 ng we
ule en Tty % = wwving or
hawvi cpundent ug er it would br‘rg
r to t they want to achieve or Turther away
they went to achieve. If what thay to
nd what we went to achieve is cdiametrically
then it inconceivable for intelllgenu human
cay that it is possivle to find an answer to a
Lere wh the two sides want is the exact anti-
each o r. The two pcsitions are totally in-
Ce 1 t is the situation th&t we £ind, and
d appcu o 'be the situation, then how is it that
an e solution to the problem can be Tound
be en t ing atout a solution to the problem, not
the removel ofit restriciions, because the restrictions
are-not a prodlem as Yar &5 Spzin is concerned and I think
as far gs zmest G z21ltarisns are concerrnec the restricticns .
arg not a preblem. I think g problem is too tig a word to
use for tha restrictions, Gibrelisrians have adapted to a
closed froniier, the restrictions zre an inconvenience and - -
peopie do net lixe having te go the long way round to go
to the Lz Linea Tair but they prefer to go the bbng way
‘rourd to the La Linea fair than anything else. That is
th it on that is genuinely what the overwhelning
e j pcople feel here in Gibraltar ond that is the.
situat hat the Spzniards have got to ve told zbout and .
if the ‘tcld ubout that situation it  is inconceivable ’
that tn an still cherish hopes the way they do, it is
irccnc le th =2y should oe abl and use the
lack o crma CGivrcliter with 2 totzl misinter=-
sretat T 1 I nt information atout these
3, jed riurds have propossd to be made
ic ced trhot there will ve an adverse
vl sbourg process. The Spanlards
for rrecisely the opposite reasons
e people who zre representing the
tely withholding, znd this is not
lla, Castiella complained that the
en a rezl chance to appreciate all
Spain was offering us. This is.
in toth sicdes of the political
people of Gitreltar had explained
conditions and concessions that
ared to offer us then the CGibraltar
d themselves .in hot water. That is
Sz In fact Yanez szid
it vraliar in a puolic inter-
23 £ the telephones had been
e been made sbsolutely
. ne ot niards were in putting
< t ¥ cen raede aweare then
t ¢ 2n more con c han they were. 1
tnink 8 z iz totglly o n derstanding the .4
ch ct D Giorzltur, I it would have veen a very
good thing if recplzs here h n told trhat the telephones
were . being put ecnesacarrot e the policy of the
Spariards wes to use the sti d the carrot to get us. to
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move in the direction we do not want to go becguse if it had
Lcen seen live thot t“br peoples' rewctions weu en,
ruch as we would like teo have telephones, '"they
their telephones" just like they are saying today
keep the frontier closed". It is fcr this reascn
think it would be in Gibraltur's interest theot os
infermation as is available should be made pudblic
people here should krow precisely what the aottitude
been in the meetings that huve been t‘P' place and
attitude has been reflected by the proposgls that the -
Spaniards have been taking which show> ho: they Tocus the
problem, how they T=‘l to aprreciste that nothing that they
offer can Iundamcntally cnunpe our qulre not to see =

0

Spanish Gioraltar and I think, as well, if it was all mzde
ptblic, then we wourld not have the Lnachrbcle situnticen
that we tend to find things our in dribs and drabs from the
Spauish riews media which is something that I have sszid

reviously in this House, Xr Spesker, &s g matielr for com=-
plalnu thet I think it is very wrong that cne should read
in Spanish newspapers or see cn Spanish television Spcnish
pollu1c1ans being interviewed and making statemenis aztout
wrzt hes taken place in the di’"e“e“t reetings which would
appeet -0 be in conflict with what we are atterdpiing to
achieve but which we sre not in a position to juige because
we do not xnow whether thcese -things have been s or t
said because nobodly kaows what has becn said. a2t T z
the case, if there wes a full ung detelled account 2 able
people here would be able to jucge just jow crc e
should be given to what is szid on the other sice of =
fence and pcople would also be able to judge her it is
rizht, as J am proposing, that the talks ghould not be re-
sumed., I understend fror what the Lesder of Copesition
said on television that they are suspenvec due t an -
certuinty as to who will be governing Cpuin af 1 rch,
ané, no doutbt, as to who will be governing the Unit
Kinpdom within a very short space of »1'cﬂ Yes, no doubt,
my Hon ¥riend Krs Thatcher may well give my Iriends
England the pleasure of doirng to her wbat they a e
Heath, Mr Speaker. This informziion that I 2 Ly should
be made public tecause I o not ithink tnut thi id e
treated in terms of th“"V to mare the situation an ecoteric
onc, a subject matter where only the expericnced politicians
have got the feel for diplomacy to b« sble to know how 1o

hancle it. I weuld ssy that it should be reduced to simple
terms and it should be enylalned how it is that we are
attempting to get the Spaniards to restcre normzlity to

Gibraltar. °*In restoring normality to Cibr ltaer it pres-
supposes that Spain cccepts that the posiiicn of Gibraliar
is @ normal one, which of course they cdo not beeause zs far
as they arz concerned'what we have in Gior'itar is occupa-
tion by a foreign nation. If one hgs gor occupation by a |
foreign nation then the position of Epuin would rct look so
bad but, of cocurse, if we do rnot haVL occupation by a foreign
nation, if what we have is a community here thct Trzely
chouses not to have anything to do with gua-d, then it
acguires a comp.etzly different concept on so the essence of
whether we are dealing with the resbric ions or not éeeling

88. .



t trictil nZ the Sp v 2 not
i is ta on the pcol ek r
ariurs ¢cot nothl on I'S.
v 2 situ where it : 2a
Urited ccom Gevernment tolzy v cl
accepting our right of sz2lrf-det nztion than ve
done in the pzst. The most rec statements wou pear
to indicete that the crigirnal p tion of hav1n~-o1 ig t
-of self-deiermination limited e .er by views ez d in
the United Nations or by treaty signed 270 y s not
being put forward zs stronsly now as it E o] ouslily.
Tre essencs of cur positicn thet our futur future
of our land is scomsthing that wz and onl e de and
nobody else has ot the right to intervenc in that situation.
e have got nothirng to talx to Spain zbou t because there. is
a clain from Spzin which we do rot recognise as having any-
1igity. If we think that by sitfting down witith thee
arés we can persucde them to behave in a civilised
r iowardc us thom, 2y now, we sh ¢ ¥Xnow thet this
ent 23 not nold water and iha t is noet going to
1 trhat, It is not a questi of persualing them,
stion of either putting p sure on the Spaniards
z mcre asgressive siand, 1 by going on the
nctead of the defensive, not having Spenish
ives like Suarez staznding in Parliawent in
nd virtuslly accusing us G
vwie e&re refusi to neg gt
defend himeell under T ac
en nut L z Ty ¢ EBritigh
e zid that 2 sovereignty of
1nE Deor of Spain he was enunclating
uld nov iversal cability and s
trus of raltar 3 people as Suarez
ue for Sr and iv le., ZSgein should
negwer, in view, i e, Tor rer st
ibralioy Z rmacde er in Zurcpe
n2ss 0 ne e its ght.
EON CHIZP MINISTER:
I7 the Hon Mexber will give way. Did I understand the Hon
Nezter to ssy a little carlier on that we were now being
recognised to have the right of self- deteﬁﬂ"nut“Oﬁ as we had
not veen recognised eitner in the United Nations or tefore,
did re sgy that?
EON
Is ticn of the Eritish Goverament now,
rec closer to accepting our right of self-
dez the limitstions that were consistent
wit sed in the United Naticns or with the
Tre rat, in fact, is the cnly encouraging
tit wen's recent statesments.
The Hou recessed at 1.CO pm.
Trhe Fouse resuzed at 3.25 rm.

S
in a fel
pecrie cf Gib a c
their decisio o T
they are in an impossible situs
is beiny mede in this process &
constitutes progress. We huve
recently that ne was satislleqd,
prograss &t the talxs, Znowing n
tc be publicl; ted thet the tal i
anything that s sctisfaction to that poi
necessarily is © i to excite suspiclons in
‘the absence of any detal led account ol infcr
what has actually been ssid or has actually
~think it i1s irportant to let the peocple xknow
Spaniards are saying and I think it is logics
even 1l one has not becn told what they acre
what they are seying in privete must be consi
they are saying in public. If what they are
private 1s consistent with what they are soy
then they must be telling our rcnrcscr*stive 3]
that they want to take over Gibralter eifher &ll ic
by vit. I think that ro represanativcs of t:
Givbraltar should be preparcd to ﬂit down to 1
sort of talk from any representative of trhe €
ment even if that renregsentative shes to co
himself that all he is doing there is persuaszdi
to remove their blockede beoause I an assamir
are told here that the talks are simply adbout
the blockade which .s the last sentence in the par
motion dealing with the Strasbourg Procecs, the ser
says that they are not simdly chbout thut dbut il wve
here thot they are simply shcut the removal of ine
then, as I pointed out earlier, therc cre thrce way
getting a blockade recuoved, one is te persuade taoz
have got the blocxade that they should taxe it off 1
zlly, to pressurs them into do“ng it or to gwuy ih o]
I hope it will bve possible for those who Tollow re. s
quite categorically thut the cesire to see the tloc e
moved will never involve eny buying oflf however insigni a
1“0 price might appesr in the first instence and that there-
fore “nen we are talking avout & Zrocess ihat ig intendied
solely and exclus‘vely for the removgl of the T z, e
are talkingz about a process that ig conce ersuaiing
the Spun*arns wit.out giving anything in 1 think
that it is clear that that procesz, the simgly
persuading them, stands ro chance of suc se there
is no reason why they should te persuade ze
becuuse when the Spariards talk zbout the pr hd
they are talking about the prceblen of recov tiz ar,
that is what the Spanish problem constitute ihern “hen
veaple in Gibraltar talk about the Span 131 nothey talk
cout the preblem of naving to ge to loroc t. ‘here
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ar it ot len Soon s have rmode it
cl L not o: to t coout the resiric-
ti tn val ouz © ntext. They see it logic-
21 & int ol wi 2s a perranent sclution
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and interes cf Gibralitzr. T would ask him
z2lzo whethnsz 5 1t necessary to try and stir

up oninion to bring a motion to this House
calling fo n of talks which can only indicute

a ¢ trugt * the Cpposition and ryself and

5“ -::'cf vcers of this Fouse unless,

i ezer t to describe the motion as
an .gt tinence was unparligre“tarj
then I . would add that it reflected
tgt 1y s which cannot be for the good of
Gibralt believes that short of a United

Ste 25 0! uld sver come & time when any
Spanish Go tzndon the Spanish claim to Gib-
raltar, ly unrealistic. Ye do not like

the Taclt th 5 Givreliar and will continue to.

do 30 dut i 3s a faect. It follows that if the |
motion we its effect would be that under no
circumsta uld Gibraltarlan leaders form part
of & EBriti talks with Sgain, talks which I
have 'said will contince in any way. The hon .
Mr Eossan indulge in this practice of
attexrptin neonle of Gibraltar of putting him-
zelf Torw true Celender of thelr wishes and
interczts when o his Zouse and I would think it would
nst z nvicious ¢ thing aloud for special mention from
amons the rerbers, Yalor Peliza, the Hon Peter Isola,
the Hon Ziverrsa lezrues, all the members of this
Hous : zlso b=l ris party and those who left him
will say with 211 LTe Mg have ;ou"ht for the ’
interestic of the D Givraltar and’ JlAl continue to do
so and have thz co: znd trust of the people of
;ibr;ltur." It iz v well seying, @s the Hon MNember

is pesorted ag nav trut he dous nol accuss Gibraltars
leaders of waniing ibraltar down the river bui only
thet wes are m ak people will nevertheless interpret
the motion «zn he 235 xefWectln cn the trustwortih-
iness on ader poosition and nchlf and those
zssociated bott and trotl the Hon MNpr Bossano is
rcally ths traz on of a British Gitraltar. Any
o ht nlace this 1n:érpretatisn n it zre at best
veing zed Lo doutt the wisden and common sense, not just

o the der of the QO ition end mycelf, but of every
other ted lertsp in s Houss. I reject the suggestion
that v ¢ eiiher Xna r fools or both., I realise

corple the imp >3 ich these matters rhave for the
nesple Gitrolta u 11y do tzslieve that the motion
now bLea s iz g sote of time. It involves a
z2diou & totally vy repetition of many things
which & poon sail Yguse on previous occasions. It
is rmy rn oTeliel ople of CGivraltar have full .trust
and conficdence in ikhe e of the Cpposition and myself and
I zz sure thet 1P this wer ot the case they would already
nave made their ssntiments Celt and it is not for want of
trying to get putlic opinion moved egainst us but, loud-
speaker or no loudszeaker, it has singularly fa*—e_. There
rus bzen ne nesd For the GSLP's atiempt artificially to stir
up opinion and I rope I have teen sble to show that the motion

if ecorri

Gibruit e

a motion which wzs un

ithe House was opposed

place between Eritain
severeignty of Givrealts

the account given to hin
Oreja raisec¢ the questi o
This coes not, of ccurs m
cussed or that negotiations
cannot be prevented from scying anyt

talxs just as we ourselves cre Iree

fully. He is clezrly not going to st

others that nave glresdy said in pub
and this can ve confirmed by the Lea

that there hus been any discussion on

meetings. On 14 April, 1973, the o
notlon calling .on the ﬂouve to expre
apprecistion of the ma 'npr in which

the Leader of the Oppo sition hu; actcd

~f Gibraltar in-the tel
agrez “hat the process s
whilsi{ bearing in mind o
unaninously passed in th
tried to show that nothinz h
gives cause for éifferent views
the contrary, I believe that if
would be contrary to the interes
I am now turning to the secona D
have not alluded yet vecause 1
in his motion started to mix L
that it should be better il we
separated them in my notes out
points that he hos raised on the 3
I will not be avle to deal with th
agl
a
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the one in which I was not a prot
tween the Hon ¥over and Mr Yiberr
tne debate cn the motion proposed
just referred in April 1978 in st
of the Strasbcurg Process, Nr Fos
knowledge of how things opcrate at t
1nterﬁat10“al diplomacy". I ccn ass
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he is perfectly right. IHe has no knosledge.
does not have io be a professional diplomai
knowledge of these matters to undersiand the
ve no hope for the cuccess of t at inter
il °veryu“‘ -~ said ot such tcl were to bhe 13 é
and in detail. 1 is particularly trus of {ulks on
as difficult, z ctive as thet of CGibrel
Confidentialit n ) discussions meons nio
and no less th e articipants will reveal
was said by t r ant withcout their express

agreement. At o) st Paris there were Tour
particizante, the it orcign and Commonwealih Secraiary,
the Spanish Fecreign Minister, tre Leacer of the Cppocition
and ryself. The agreement of all those pariies would g
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ne di publ 1c in the
nbor -dramatise S
L ny S 4 hgv; oeen o
s alzs wni r .Lst never be o
r it scers t full and de- nor :
t taterent ade by both zides alter e tind
e .11 those ve so inhivited in the T BEO
3 or ulter be so temptcd to nlay con in
T cutside voulé consist of no : f;a ;hﬁ
" atitign io kY 1y ctat asl
vor the 2oetchs has spaxen on have Seen at sons lengik to G tte
ni arli ’éa t of tre t this is in fact what he the utrost 1mportdnce. When lec
th S Ol E"x‘; to occur - +titulde a t h t I stated publicly in my caempaign th anges
thinks ht cour. ttitude appears to the res would in one wiy or another bring ut tell
of the elected menbers ortzighted anéd unproductive Sritain end Swodn end I»Aﬂ" H’% svout ff
end &s in the csse of il r peri of the motion, he | be there to voirs the vi;;iGO;“E;EI;ZS‘ﬁ css
?;03 €8 v M ?109._twc sl points. The {lr?t Of I know what those v1e;s are';nd I ﬁno;btﬁgf ?ge
che Lmast d conizdencs s i? . epfiptf o glng*tar“have 4 Glbralta" want me to express those v‘c‘s‘m;;c
r o o 511 iy diselcimers this moiien, like the gontinue to vojse for as long @s I have the o
o casts a far Trom subtle aspersion or at least becguse I know that they will be for the good
= what the Leader of the Opsziticn and I are I need hardly say that we will vote against t
&1 aving that aside for as has so often been HOK- M XIRER ~A .
i Leader of the Cpposition and I are acting : o :
h aders €t ne ie who 2 v . )
5 iezzvga g%c;gb': i?gz o au'°c?e€§°€iisnﬁziion. Mr bpﬁakg-, the campaign of the Fon Mr Eossano aup#rcw"y
I e wrhen T irg zs in- . is intendecd to reach a clinax’ or an i this
£ Cumesia. last . motion at pregep before the House. tELP\
he ciher o agree as has alrecdy been indicated, have s tclore
; et the talx s en is Egz 5232? an% Ehe atgltgses of‘uembc Y :“onn to
LR b - A X " : wover znd to each other. The campaign Fe Een Mr
: trying to ac ns Cgffgtlzf;d o&gtsgze Bossano took place whilst I was cway r but I
ne seys, anc, S wild eitler ~cad of - have informetion of it and I cought end oY it
-0 or Ol Lhe LasLs oF av }?°°t rage any " when his Group came to speak Jjust in suse sust
us £ ess as the oubl polemics of the past. o peax just in cuse jusi
ey wried to achi ual aims of after the anno upceﬂfnt of :ne_Owen de 3 gUiCﬂ
cion or the Leacder of ion and myoelf . as a sguirrel, be jumped on the rut th ided for
t +zl¥3. As the Yo the Hen Menber him bty the hard wori of many people, incl Fon
rforned of what hap trasbourg and Chlef iinister, 1nclu01ng the Zuropean i'overn ; th here i
ot disclose this, h told the people, and in the ?alms in London, the nut of Dr Owen_g very souna
veen told in confid he then roes on statements in Erussels. The Hon Xr Fcssano ssid; "For the
PO 7 dnpk M shircs that he first tine trc FOPglgﬁ Secretery hes linked up the entry of
Seris ol dors ang Sans L e3irg e Spain into Europe with the lowering of the : : I
‘Efflt".; Ei--—?’o: ziizi}a;qv).gol'eﬂ‘ﬂt \I,ago:g;i,-(; ' d‘G not want to claim the credit "‘0; t..io‘b' i ’-,f_,:.l -
;“it; tg;nuggehzéadér of th ;‘Bpoos;t;c; and must naxc had some besring on the matter." I felt terpteq,
Ty ourselves but that is not in the subtle Mr SpeaXxer, to ﬁalk 9ut of my h9uuc and have tirere a classic
oes tho n trs loudspeaxer. In this way he Lonfrgntatlom with hlm gn‘the microphone but becring in mind
a a1 suspicion when in point of that ki have‘a responsibility to the people cof Citrciter, I
o* telis has been made Xxnowm in Ehougnt I mlght not make use of the opportuniiy c«nd I thouzh
ain without & breach of the 3hat verheaps {he tter might come beflfore the ze cc indee
dens as to the detzils. The second 3i has. fhg hog “r ﬁOSOi'C JUIVCH the *ntEtuL é&"‘bccauie
LT e Verhamn cos <o iom 3 the news had not oveen made putlic ye? ¢ he full text of
z ee ~:“i;i:i?; 5?39Ze?a§°+ig'9§?;:§ | _ " Dr Owen's stetement wus not known and we were ruich more
;; the tion S;Iv i Z:-.a\.fe.'v:;u ; *:;v nothing cen - . gautious about it and walted for the wh text ic becone
be dong, no prozosals e impl no changes can be , known, rot thet we expected anything different tut 1 wont
i:trn*réeﬁ i7 thece mr frapy . the people. o to be absolutely sure all the time that e wgy things go
T? £§‘so;e‘imuossible teh of the 1wacln¢u10n we were to are the way that the people of Gibrzlts ant cs 19 go
zot irresponsinly thren enly would nothing happen because aféihr Boss sano does rnot haYE fo_remfnc mel?f wh :; cbli-
the pecple would not allow it to happen but our political gations to the people of Gibraltar are. Ny o tions to
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Z &nd ca
criti g Process, IS
naccu het s8s a result of
s and ss, Dr Owen has
ognit f-determination whlch
ritish Go policy vefore. It wa
nited Nation ¥r Erovwn, if I rem ehoer,
, certzinly ithe Integration with Britain
cn ossano used to Lelong was aware
£ Douglas~Home when he wes in
ein there have teen intimations of
cC ition of the right of self- .
guaiified right self-determination of
ltarn but I would tend to agree #vith the
Tr Owen hzs gone furthsr in the recoz-
2 0f Givraltar than any other Foreign -
nuch.I may diszgree with this or that
rinx he called us a nztion in fact in
n Prussels ané therefcre I do not think
is right in dismissing this as the only
ourg Process. Even if it were the only
Morn Menter will give way. I did not say

rltr the Strasbourg Process, I
only thing I agreed with in the statement.

cut of the Strastourg Process, con-
sano, thzt he thinks thet the coniron-
ace very recently in London were out-
Process. It is common xnowledge that

£ the Stirasbourg Process carried out by
t the E4n Chief llinister and myself
rossibly dissocicte or make people
ns In Londcn recently can be dis-
goourg Procesc or the views thel have
e Fon Chief Minister or myself? Is
cncede this point? Does he need it

Ao
n

o+
ot
[ e L]

urg Process is,
t then to re-
r's definition

ker, =pea&in. on one or twod occasions in this House
efired the 3Strasbourg Process quite clearly. I have

10

U1

in itish Cove ccly,
21 nuion ore § ¢ £53,
e g Jerivea Ir ti i s
onablewe s to the BEritich Goo a7
¢ a result of thi 3% 1 wkined
irpress which should be 3 ly gprorent to the
Hon Nr Bossano and would be ror t if he cureci to
support the Strasbourg Procecs t hcs teen dis-
cusced often encuzh armong all r elected mermter
a recsult of 211 this there nas teen a rarked ch n
attitude of Her lNajesty's Government to the poi
the Secretary of Strle has indisputably linkecd
corporation in European institutions with the 1

the restricticns. That is qulte blatant end the I
rust have been tempted that ni
course when ne szid; “"Perhs
hzs rade the uCCPEt&PJ of St
Eon lir Eosseno's carpaign b
and mlsleadlng statercnts an
May I refer to the cuestion of
had a meeting only yesterday about
. Niﬁi;ter, the Administrutive
¢] 'e"e wondering why the Hon KNr Zos
1n the Gibraltar Chronicle of 27 Ja“
that he had cventuclly been allo
tre Paris talks. The Hon lr EBoss
he mede clear in front of witrcss
Spealker, cxactly what he meant by

(‘C) i“‘

ec

%o}

5
Pitaluga, who was present at the tin
a set of notes wnlch lir Pitalura wa
yesterday whether they were ncies <t
they were a set of nctes, I scem to
notes for the particular meeting wil
Eossano had in fact seen the minute i
and that I had guoted from the spcakin e
might have glanced at the pupers Mr Pit Te
That is not reading the minut Nr Spe by
he had read the minutes which I &m not e
should read if he is going to usc thot s
said - I will come to the gucciion of cenrid in a

b
'

minute gsbout which ir Bogscrnio hezs been very
other occasions - t to usc th {
to use the informestion which I hed given hinm,
and to undermine not even the Chief Ninister's
my own position, Nr Speaker, which zeens to te
jective of his campaign. For thaot purpese, once
twice shy. Loes the Eon Mr Bossano think thet Sr R
is going to come here and is going to tell him more
the Strasbourﬂ Process than I told him in two buhru

(0]
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r
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-
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e

3

szticn wiih him when we discussed not only i
the way ahead, in the lobby of the Fouce of r
him to ccre and tell me that somevody from the ot e,
Sr Ruperez, is givirg him more informaticn then I ‘ember
of this House is giving him, or after Paris when 20
call in a witne°s, the Administrative Secretary, nould
distort the goings on there, thzt he should rush cock—
tail party arnd start -spreading deliberate misrerr tation
tary.

Mr Speaker, becazuse snother word would be unparlizren
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sing the Hon ir
we zre discussing
ks snould c

Speaxer, I am not even ebscribing a motive for Nr
to the talxs. I am just saying, Mr
C’"Dal;ﬂ to T
way thut I Cﬂwnot help thinking that
o s of the facts as
Mr Bossano 1s
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a fact, Nr Speaker,
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Gibraltar ceposi
ni not through a
nau_—~cr'er‘nb.
are obvzous )
Mr Bossano
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he restrictions, that

we are going to throw away not only ou

woris of yesrs in surrenaering to the i:ri 3

what he goes around telling people? I 1d hove o

that the btriefl time spent in our Zerty, under ny lesdcr-
ship, would have taurht him differcently obeout me. Vell,

ir Speaker, there ure other zivantiages to the ITirostourg
Process continuing but let me say, docs the Fon lMr Zossano
put in e wage claim arnd just hcope it is sccepted Tirst go,
after one meeting? The Hon Nr Posseno :1s ¢ very persisient
kind of man. “hat a naive statement, MNr Speaker, to maxe,
that after the first original meeting at Stircsbtours the
Speniards would overuiz “t crun le, uney would zccept our
right of sel _cete”n-notlon and they would crcwl tack home
to Madrid ssying it is acceptec, ve hsva surrendéered, when
Spain has barely emerged from dictator h-p, when attitudss
have been inculcated over the years irto the Spenish nzation.
Eow vossibly could the Hon Mr Tossano expect sensidble people
to believe that after one or two mectings Spain would be in
a position, or even responsible Specnish leadershin would oe
in a position, to dc an wuboutturn and accept the right of
self—dctermination of the people of Gibrultar? Chorscier-
lstic of the process, I think, Mr Specaker, was the woy th
teleprcre communications were left on, a matter which has
already been referred to. It was not done with z great

fanTare of trumpets, certainly I can vouch for whet the Eon
and Learned the Chisf Ninister said that we did rot zsk for
the telephone communications to be put back. ¢

sult of & recognition, it could be noihinz else, t

this day end age how could yo. have two counmunitizs with

family links c¢f this kind, with no kind of cormmunicaticn

at all. I think the Spanish position was very difficult

to hold and it was iIn recogaition of thls that this zdvance

has been mede but if the telephone commnunicatlions were to

be cut once again I would nq» co and tare ny scul toc the

other side znéd szy: “"Please, would you restore the telephone

cominunications?'. I would not provoxe a break in the
communications. Why should I? I do not wuant the frontier
PeSuPlCthﬂS to stay up for ever zndéd ever, not becsuse I
can't stznd it, I quite prefer to die in Gibraltar with
those restrictions on, but I am not going to say: "Let us
have those restrictions on for the ol*tlc 1 maninulation
than can be done inside Gibraltar so thet some pconle do not
lose power, so that certsin situations cun be ernzinesred in
Gibraltar." If we can get, znd this - is the cbjcct of the

Strasbourg Process, if wes can LEu'U'nOrG, to put it
euphemistically, humane situation going without currenderi
our fundazmental freedom, then is this not an honcurzbls
course to Tfollow? It woulé be absolutely dishorcursble to
work - ugdlns\. the wishes of the pcople and we zll Xnow thst,

we don't have to quarrel about ihat, but wouldn't there de
also implied recognition of our position as Cidbrsltarians :
if the restrictions were lowercé? Is it not to our advan-
tage to work towards that point? Do we want to wake up

fter Spain has joined Zurope in gbout 20 years time and

realise that we have not had even that measure of recogni=
tion which a louerxng of the restrictions would confer,
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COppositi side expect eac
o thes st . It is an sxaza
Hzws on s2id that the Chi
the cel ticn, that Is a cor ‘
we are idexm on the basic things.
2 s me o well and I krnow the Chief
o ccept e xind of role, in fact wnere :
e #ith whi the othi vould agree and i
of agreerent, it i the of re- '
d and if I re to gre Iluh the
omethirg basiec, th Jcu attend
£3s in representsaii tar be-
ike to see céiviad e
is in the intzrest of 12 pe
r glgoted representatives s
erefore I deplore e attitude
nc. I think I have sufficient foundetion '
that not all he said is logic, not all he i
n there is a great deal of deli- “
wh has gone on., Ir Speaker,
vyl with the P3G on cergaln
rs t on the question of
ossano when he wes in the

s
er of the Opposition
M

0
o’ (0

y the Honourable Mr
, 1976, which reed as
at tzlks have been held
without DP‘OP consul-
ith beoih of" the
of ths ol these
the Cpposition only at
2 s were spout to commence,
ney ver hzd no knowleége eleven
talxs-rt f£i ed of what had cccurred and
W zfo natle te enli en the Cpposition and )
Givr T oas whole; consid this course of action to
vz d rasle and reguests Fer Majesty's Government to hold
ro Turther tal¥s with the Zpanish Covernment touching on
Gitraltar's re at &ny level without Tirst consulting
the cted grs of trhe EHcuse and to commit itselfl to
‘veep the Houss fully informed zs tc what transpires at such
meetings." I was an original presentation bJ a lember
¢ his own Pao in fact, the mover, cn behall of the
Dariy obviously, wac asking Tor consultation on talks be-
tiieezn Britain and Spain on Gibraltar, and on whether they
should © pluce.

Vez, Ur efore there are any further talks, but
noew Ve atout representation which I think “he
Honoursa zno snould know 'enough of, international
diplona p further. Mr Speaker, the motion was

alfter th
5o ferih
czuno th
Tore ho could
£ oincee things,
2 Y YR < iy -
ould T a2 good thing even if they vote this roiio I
that. they should make it guite clear th.t it is no at
they wish because even il I am Xe;t in the éaorx a
: ; 3
-

&
OO MM ITO O RO @ 13 ey o

at least prefer that the Pon «nd L hief Yinister
- should not e kent in the Zark. I vrse prefler
nct to be kept in the dork 1u: I e chould be
given the opportunity of putting © he dvice. Dul
if he is not in' fuct wunting to do 244 =teb s '
thet he should not want it becouse the im-1i ion thcre
is that even as Leuder of the Opposition he would prefer
the Chief linister to be kept inforsed cven tho ne as
Leader of the Opposition Wub not kept inTorrmeld ¢ is
urging the Chief Ninilster to be inforred shbout tolks,
I think the link, lr Spesker, buuueen consultat ernd
representation iz an obvious cne ané here Ur Zo o is
not defending a position of Lcl“ g everytoly o every -
thing, he is defending & posiion, wbr‘:pa ot i o5t
preferavle one to him, defending s position 'ths 11y the
Chief Ninister shculd be kept- informed ut least ‘e have
donc better, MNr Spsaker, vwe have informed all t lected
Menbers, we have .informed Nr Bosssno tut won telicve
that what we are telling him Is the trut = er,

when the GSLP end the PSG speux
informed and we zre not telling

S0

surely, lr Zossano is rot zdopiing & ¢irf

surely, he Goes not expect netoctiztlion-on

he does not expect a pucllcaulcn of minut

conflerence, in fest, to Nr Bosssno's lnow

publicised with tae publication of a minu

sive statement hLus been made, the Chiefl U r
interviewed on television live by the who o33

c;ne bacx from Paris ond numerous stnterne Lone

elevision but Ilr Bossano st 11 wnnts nor e we

bel;eve the Spanierds. Nr 3 when c

the Iouse he sa2id comething wi I i
Referring to the Strasbouryg Telks hb said i

told me that the Britisn side had stated s0si
Spznish side had stzied its position and was

"ell, basicelly, that was it. I tolé lr Zno o)
sbout it. I told him the generzl gzist of t. the ki
Vinister had said, what I h;d sgid, what Secretary of
State kad said, what Zehior Orcja had said, whut other
_people had said, I told it all to him, I told him every-
thing., I tola nir what the repcriee nhad been c¢lter that
but, basically, it was a statement of noints on bhoth 3id
Vihet dces ne want me to tell him? I don't think ne recl
wants me to tell him anythlrg, I think he prefers 1o b
to go sround the street suying "He hasn't told me'
Then he can leave 1t tc people's imaginations as to wh
happened or he can say, ¥r Speaker, as I thinx he scid

1l2.
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I will rnot huve uzny further relorsnce on that one. Ve are
not debating, 2s I szid once tefore, what Mr Bossano said
cutside the louse. Ve zre debzting the motion before the
House. . '

HOMN UAJOR R & PZLIZA:

Y¥r Spesker, I do not believe that the an be the
slightest deubt thzt thsre can be any whatsoever of
our celerates surrenderinz our rights don't believe
either that it would be scier Tor Gib tar fo or tallkes to
carry on as they would carry on becau 'her' is & mandate
from tre United !ation3 thzt Esain an itain must talk
cver Citraltar and I do not seec the E: h Government
civing up tre struggle of trying to T sclution to

Clor ar, tut thes talis wou £o on without CGibraltarian

r ntztion and then the nger of soweth;ng going

WTONRE th the talks which would be unfavourable for
Gitraltar would te nuch greater that way than it is now

for at the slightest possibility of talks going unfavour-—
asle Tor Givraltar I have doubt that both our re-
presentatives weuld scuni the alarm and every opporiunity
would te ta¥xen tc ensure that the situation was corrected
2S s0Cn & ossible., Therefl Vr Soeaker, WHJ stop a
vroc noin my view and inz' ir the view of,

ceri ocurtezn elccted ! rs of this House, is that
ifr ce cn ta2lxing, a ser e sclntion will eventually
come ab , at legast it is ¢ ng. As the Chinese sg,
"I yeu want to walk a thou s you have got to take
the Tipst stsp." Tell, we n the first sted an

Der 3 it iz a thousand we nhave To go but at
lezst we zre trying to get , we are not turning our
tacks to our azim, we are to et there and from what
I sege, perhacs we may not ee very visible progress
rut re is littie dcudtl rom the staterents that

or O hes made ol which % the wrole of Gibraltar
jolol oiced cut, it ic s ihat Sooner or later the
ta nat are going on w assisted oy a diplomatic
jodet: 2 that the Sganish sts and the Spanish Govern-
bé pi to fcce beezu he issue of Gibraltar is

e in csmparisc itk that of Sgain Jjoining

th =t. If the 3panish Government would have

to zn one and the other, it is obvious that the
ch that they muzt join the EEC. The situation
is fer the first time it has been linked up; as
I vrecy in this guse accents, if-not in words,
ce: 'y in egpirit, it is there, u cen read it in

te rz lirnez, 1t is, &s you n t say, a warning shot.
¥r r, I o hope zs & true de rat that 1f a decision
iz in this Houss by a maejiori that this be the case,
tha ;111 accept that as s fina jord and try and support
2l the efforts. of 21l the other e ted Members to try and
vring avout a reascrable solution.

I er

Or ol

[e} T

1s reole
-] it is

a Yy have sai [¢)
that T 1) lember was by
vigo aid pleasure of 2 eni
to him mhen h; wes at t 11 Len 3 e tie
fect, Nr Speaker, I hesr noice T ]
getting a lot ol noise fro up Fol a
box and a television set and I thourht &

football ﬂotch but when I hcsrd no applc

was something else and it was the loncura

forth in an area which did not, I thinrk

address @1l thut much. EFut, enyway,
listen to him and I didn't listen to hi
The Tirst, 2t my age, I suppoce ny tloo
aTfected and the second .reascn is ihat

it is sad for Clbrgltgr thst in & metier cu

elccted resrc have triec to Xesen 1
front in the past, rot just for ithe sake of ces
because I think elecueu rcpr>:=vtetives hove cul
responsibility in this and I think it s the o1
Lecder of the upposition who mentioned it or re
and Gellant Friend Najor Teliza, thot as lor fon

falrs are concurned, the opcople of vrali

at the elected representatives as & whole to -

views in relation to Spain &nd the proble~sth:

with regaerd to Spain. The peoplc of Gibrzltcr

in the elections, I think, in the glectiocns th

all those peonle whom thecy recioned, by zcnd lo

in what the majority did and thut is to nat I

2 British Gibraltar, a British D« stic Cib

those who were in favour of sone T ocetll nt t
Spain of a kind thut does not nes the wishesz of t
rmajority of the pcople in Gibrul eft out

the elections; and I thinx that t zeodle
ha.. got in to the Fouse of Asser e troukles
began in 1¢6L, mainly on this tic because if
it was any other ticket my Honours ricn pozite

ikt not have been elected. Anyw ‘T T renerally
on the ticlet of the sta n the ltar thet is
how people have teen elscted ad there tis at an
Konourable lemcer of this Ilicusc, cted o? the
people of Gibraltar, has chosen tc brank r ue nut
it that way, on this issue and given an &p ‘o what:
I think is a pretty coni'used public in Gib czuse
they hear so many things, theré are so men ers they
. can now read, so many different opinions © n, they
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cet a i cf CGibr r
will b= by the b
cf the = ne ee why L €
siron-ly ter venber, 15 when
the Chie ced i tive, the urabl
leTter W lzc this .initiative & e sail
and he ¢ icte torn I hzve just read it
an. ne £ Th he Chi inister will rave
e b 1 the 3 is ent and Spanish
re3rezen ne peol of r really Teel".
I don't quoted ut that is what
re sziad, trhe ini peaxer, the
Tonourat an inte thirk we have
11 hzd his in I cannot believe
thet & 2 £€¥ 80 na "Oh, yes, I wel-
cecme the urely a eccause this 1s an
conesriun Chisgf 1 o tell the Spaniards
whot e L ey theat inishes, it is 211
over," cc ive zs thiz, trhat in the
TPICLIg © crs wh eveloping orocess of
relations ¢ le of vith Britain, with
the Z2rogea v i ;ith 3pain itself, that
the srocces ocess a3 my Eonouragble
encé Gzllant vossible to think
that you ¢z ssues thet are so
imporu:s and countries involved
Eritoing, Gip an change these
iczues overn e lember at that
time when hs ive, he wes wel-
cor that place in the context
c? ticn he guestion and
ig ¢ Br rzltar which re-
ce thz u Fouze, that it was
in context the initiative, ..
wa tn con e was announced and
it n that o r side of the
dez iosn.in t I ?LOCESS nu; been working.
So Goces the “="ber suddenly feel that the
3t urs Troce st 23 st 2ll-cozts? I don't
zn ¢ Ipecxer . oii animal and I suspect
ourcble N is &l30 itical anirel and I
whether th curuile r is really moving this
rO¥ &3 an 2 poliz udrement for the future
& to kRizsel? 1, nare have the Gibralisrians
ave deci vievs estion of British
elc er T ock, the British Government
s 8 thet they wil wishes of the
< o reliar znd the ich Covernment
b 3litice) Paortd there is no
zstrictlions o ve zre prepoared
cr tolix atout r exanple. And
11 thaet the Hc r suys: “"Cbvicusly
re coinz to co they have to come
¢ the Zritish , the Spaniards
£ and il they the Gibreltaria
cf'f.," He has mo a2l judgerent so h
1z,

o}
o«

says: "Well, let's leacd tack this par
say break the talks, I cempaign avout
have no effect of course, because the
on beczuse there are pigger issuss in
political interest eand of my own poli
racltar. But when end if the telks ar

o)

[ R I R R i)

o
able to tell the pcople of Givralt
able ¥r Bossan o veas wise, he told y
Speaker, I don't acmire that sort o
it might be a clever Jjudgement. I

<

@

an abdication of politicel responsibilit ec: €
problen of Gib-altar is not Jjust a proolem of a
white, unfortunately, we wish it were. It is nct a blenm
whose solution Is w1th1n the power and cenirol, =bso 2ly,
of .the people of Gibraltar. It is not a prov ihet would
be settled cvernight and can be settled cvern i s =
problem that we have been landed with as z ma T stor
and 'it is a probvlem that we will be dealing wi e owe
shut our eyes to Spain or shut our eyes to Br [} ecid
to become independent or whatever, it is a pr t
would be with us and will not run away from u W

o A

we lilkz 1t or nct because of the Spanish Gov
interest in Gibralter and the Spanish na
Gibrsltar we cannot shut.the -Spzniards out of
problem -~ we cannot do it, it is not u:;h-n our
equally, we cannot ourselves tell Britain what
édo. Britain has accepted that they will gct i
to cur wishes and therefore, they have in a ;
the self-determination of Gibrazlt But that
Speaker, a licence to the people of Glnraltu;
they like in whatever context and however they
not a licence for tinz people of Gibraltar to cond
foreign affairs of the Britisnh Governmen® and'tq
British Government how they have to conduct thei
foreign affzirs. It is a recognition of <he ri: of the
people of Gibraltar which I pelisve Eritsin w1ll respect,
but in recognisin those rights thery have gonc ‘urt*sr and
they have glven us or they have agreed that wve
representation. at talks t“au will teke pl.
to teke place between Britein and Spain w!
or not, whether Spain likes it not or
it or not they will continue to tazke place
Honoirezble and Gallant Friend pointed out earlis

is wha. happens in the civilised world, you go o

I cannot understand an Honourable Kember of thisg ise wWh
has always asked for more and more information zs o

is going on, who has always asked for Givbralter's views 1o
“be put forwara, wnho himself &3 2 spokesna“ qf tne pecple of
Gibraltar puts those views ;orrard, I cernnot underciend
such a man saying: "Get out oI the Strusbourg Procccs, do
not engage in any mcre discussions with Spain bacause we
¥now how the Spaniards think." We have known how the

Spaniards think for 250 years, this is AOuﬂing new. What
the polltlcal varties are saying today in Spain is ncthing
new dbut what we hope to do in a suell way. Ve cennci hope

i22.



ls; we 2re not a
d it as a state,
tion that cannot
ol
h

(=]
~

e help of Britain
hout the force of
zprear, we would be absorbed
this woald be a matter cf
reality of 1life and therefore

T s in Cibraltar can do and must

do eczusz the oeople of ioreltar place their trust on us, is
'h a
h

wpoint and the wishes of
e especiezlly in the events

i r
2rring today in Surcpe when Spain and Poritugal
are spplying for entry into the European Conmunity and that
applicaticn will go Torward and what we want in that applica-
tion and in the discussions that take place in that epplica--
tion', we want the ZEritish Govsrnment to have in the fore-
frent of their minds the Gibraltar situetion and the wishes
znd the aspiratioens of the people of Gibrzltar and their
rights zrnd their fresesaoms to have them very much in their
és 2nd how Detter can this be done, Mr Speaker, than by
the Cibraltar elected redpresentsatives working closely with
the British foreign office, l=t's put it that way, or with
re British Goveranment, and putting forward 2 united front
cn this matter. Hew better can you achieve that than by
having actuzl participation by Clbpalt riagn elected repre-
centatives and it is a big respors;bi¢1,1 trhat we take on
pscausz vefore, we could sit Tack in Gibraltar and wait for
the British Government end nit the B tth Government for
not telling us whet was going on and heering our views and
211 this tusiness that used to go on, pefore we could do
that and it was a fairly safe position to work from. Now,
the only pers who 1s working from that fairly safe prci-
tion is tre H le ¥r Bosseno and making very good use
of it, if I may say so, to great political effect but
whether that is in the real interests of the people of
yipraltar I would very much doubt, but by teing in this
cess we ¢o have the respensibility, we are faced with
roolexs, we are faced with the wider problems that

e is de’F vut at least, Mr Speaker, although we are
with these problems, by being there and by being

Oy b i ©

NN S S S RN S i B SRS i S e g
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o r sed as oeopWe with an interest and with a r*gh* in
what is going on, this 5_veo us power, this gives us in-
fluence in the decision making process of the British
G nzent and, hopefully, in the decision rmeking process
of tre Spanish Governzment, noi in the sensc that what we
say iz geing to necessarily affect them but in the sense
tnat they realise and I thinx this 1's true, this is
happening already, they realise that the peopie of Glbraltar
have en importanit bezaring end &an *rpor,ant influence in the
thinking of thz British Governnent and because of tnhat they
respect us zné they feel that they have to respect us be-
czuse tbey see that we are very much an important Tactor in

the B2ri £ish Government mind and I think it is not unlair to
say that the Spanish Government probably eccepted Gibraltar-
ian representation at talks beceuse their information, .

"123. Coe

possibly, vﬂsn’t s accurate gs the British CGce
information and they suspected, possibly, that 27
Gibraltar representatives went there they woulae be sdle
to tell them first hand what Spain held for Gibrzltar Jor
the future and they thought that perheps the Eritizh. Govern-
rent was mis- ru)rc.>ent1n'r to them the Gibraltar vizw point.
I think the process in Stresbourg, if nothing else, has
cleared the air, has made everybody rcalise where they stand
but that is only the Ffirst step, Nr Spesker, I think the nsxt
step is, hopefully, that the democratisation of Spein ich I
think is going fairly swiftly and I thirk there is no uestixm
about it, anybody who has been seeing the Spanish election
campaign cn redic and on television mus t be impressed by the
amount of political activity that is goirg on in Spain tocay
and we cannot eradicate what I may cell the Franco Regime or
‘the Castiella teaching on Gibrzltar and how it was inculczted
into everybody, apﬂrt from histori Cdl inculceticn the added
inculcation of the neu Book in Epa and so forih. We cannel
hope to eradicate or hope that it shou‘c be eradiccted. A
prime examples of that, Mr Speaker, was Mr Yafez fronm the
Socialist Party of Spain. When he come hare I could just
close my eyes and it was Cestiella I was listening to, not a
great Socialist but a great Facisi. As far as Givraltar is
concerned that is what he was szyinz, he was tell us:
"We are not going to get the restrictions awsay, weould
be crazy. We know Castiella shculdn't have put cnn but
now that he has put them on we should take adva of it
in Spain; we are not going to just texe them teceuse
you want it." I cannot believe thet if Yalicz e :
Socialist and I have no reason to doubt this, t
believe that his thinking, for exazmple, on th on of
the restrictions will continue to be that, it bz. As
the process of dem~c.ratisation goes on and es really
believe in the rignhts of people and so fortih, £ they
look at the Gibraltar problém they will still Cit-
raltar, we have no doubt about that and I una the
Spanish reasons for claiming Gibrzltar. They uld still

claim Gibraltar but I think they will recognise, they have
to recognise and it has.come toc that, especially in the con=-
text cf Europe and so forth they have to recognise that if
they want Gibraltar that is not the way to get It, put it
luntly. They have to r;cobn‘se trhat you cannot us hew
san I put it, Soviet tectics on Gibraltar, you cann use
the Peelin Wall strategy or Chinecse ta c‘irs - I con Xnow
what you like to call them - but in the greazt democratic
comedy of naticns this is not the sort of »hlng you do &nd
I think they must realise that. And I think,
something that the Honourcble Member has not
forefront of his mind when he talis of Spain
that he has not kept in the forefront of his
there are other nations inveclved anéd who will oscom
volved in the Gibraltar prcblem, Europe s a whole, [ .
again here we have a prableﬂ becsuse why should rFrance, for
example, who wants to have her wines protected es zgeinst
Spain, why should Frence go out of haT vey, for examn’e, for
the sake of Gibraltar, if it can do & deal that will protect

124,
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cdealing , and therefore cncre is

& nezi I 't to te put Torward more
widsely t i for thot w2 must be grate-
Tul to my 1 Friend Tor bhringing the
Eurcpezn t This is important and sll
this proc lkirgz and putting forward the Gibraltsrian
point of t British Government bdeing able to tell
the Fren e and the Italian Government and the

West German b4 : "Look, the people of Gibraltar are
teinz utt o} le, they are coming to these talks,
they are ith Spain, we are +a1king, they are trying
to persus paniards that they nhave goti rights, this is
what is going on in Gitreltard® A1l this situation is s con-
tinuing process, Yr Spesker, it is not so*‘*nlng that can be
settled overnigzht. It Jjust cannot be, you can't just say;
"I went this and I shall have it," because we are not a
scvereign people. We do not hazve the control of our destiny
in truth and in fact The Eritish Government has recognised

thurv but we cannot exercise that

it just doesn't work.
A.“ mhan I g ;oupacle en‘ saying that we can talk
independent £ Spszin, I am not sure what he was saying, I am
not sure whether he was talking on the theme of the people
and the territory are inseparaole or he was talking or he was
bteinz unculJ influenced by his Colleague in the Union who

our %1snt
for

“"indcpendence of »na+ever when hes started saying i
sit across bila arrangenents between Gibraltar
He has pushed = a out of the way and he is
goiz sit with the Spanish Go :-nvent, znd the Spanish
Gove v is zoing to erply to the Honourable hemoer to put }
a fer ervice Trom Algeciras to Gibraltar and he is going i
to as r reciprocal rignts. He is living in a world of |
fantasy, Nr 3Speaker, This is Just not the reality. Gibrallar
has rnot got a Forelgn ¥inister running sround the world.
Taliking of vilateral relations bestween Givbraliar and Spain,
¥r Speiker, is very nice but he is living in a foolg' para-
dise and I am sure the Honourable Memper cannot believe that
for one rinute, he can't velieve what he is saying, Mr
Speaxer, Therefore, I do think that the Honourable Kember
has besn driven by his emotional involvement in, i£ I can
call it this, the power process in Gibraltar and has grown
z pit vig for his bzcts. He czannot. control what goes on ocut-
gside Givraltar, this is the probvlem that we sll have, he can-
rot do it. e may szy it, he may go to the top of Eell Lane
cr ocuiside Sir Jcshua's house or my Fo“ou“aole Friend's house
and tell the people; "¥e rmust stop this process, we must do
this and forget . . ." hé can say it and people, unfortunately,
because he is telking on an emotional subject, people can say:
YHe is quite right, he is quite right, let us close cverjthing,
let us forget everything.! ui he cannot retire like ean
ogstrich, ¥r Spezker, tecause then what does he do? F= de=
rdz Ifrom Britzin? -What does he dermand from Erita and
=zt does he Qo 1 2in doesn't give it? I don' t XINow
=t hs dogs, ¢s independgnce and puts up the 1.2
and trhen what 6? I do wish the Honourable would

Col back on to the plain of recli
Honourcnh' 2 uenvers in this Kous
perlence than others, some of u
beginning, others nave ceme in at a
gone through it, we've all got experience,
Trustrating problems inherent in the GCibraltar
we are all prepared to plug on, csrry on, fight on, h
and praying that reality, that good sense will prr""
Europe in which we are forming & part end this is Lll
do. But ;or the Honoureb’e ¥erbher tc go agrouncd Citr

4

say, I won't say what he ssgid, Vr Speaker, I won't

cause there is a dispute eas to wnether it was Iour

Casemates out, anyway, I won 't ssy whet he ssaid put I hi

it is unfortunate that the Fonouruovle kermbter, in irying t
persuade people to bresk off the Strasbourg Process, .shou

have made implications or should heve implied in eny shap

form that any Honourable Member in this House is privy or is
party to any agreement of any kind or any process ithat whittles
awegy the unanimity of "the moticn that was proocced in 3
House by the Honourable MNenber himself in November, 1 I
think it is unwo“th of the Honour b Yember, xnowin he
does the elected Kenters of this Eouqe 2nd knewing s does
more clcsely my Honourable Friend the Leader of the Oppcsition

when he was a Member in his Party, lknowing es he does tle
Honourable lNenber, that he ShOJ1h even sug :es» t“\;
Member of this House was dolrng anything ai
question of British sovereignty over Gibrz uar is
It is unfortunate that by bringing this mciion ne2
into people's ninds not in u‘b“a*.ur, tecaguse in
people know how people stand. xne Fonouracle lerte
what he likes in every corner of the street, he ¢
he likes - peorlte know where peovle stend in Gibralt

what he says will not affect. He may bring tlcw iv,
stir it up a btit ss thby ss7, but when it cores t lectior
e hasn't got a hope in hecaven, Xr Spzarker, of co oo oany-—
body in what he is saying. But the yIObLéﬂ on a o1l this
kind is. that outside Gibrzltar a motion is brough this,
the motion is defeated and this could be usz2¢ against Cibraltzr.
The Spanish Government could say: "There you are, hefe iz some-
body who put in a motion that the Sparnish Governnent wanis lhis
and they voted zgainst it, in other words, the peop ¢t Giev-
rsltar are prepared to talk eboutl uoverelr Lty o1 Tecesuse the
motion says thmh they should cuspencd the S n3 for so
long ¢s +he Spanish reprcsenuguivns maintaein thrt the ultimate
.objective of the process is the eventual incorporation of
Gibrezlter intoc Spain. So we sare maintazing that and t Houce
of Assembly in Gibraltar by a vast nmajority has rejected the
motion of lr Bossano." Therefore, you, Dr D“Vld Cwen, con't
tell us now that the people of Gitralter arer't nrepared to
talk about sovereignty. The Menber by his moticn puts Gib-
raltar in a difficult situatios but we cennot agree to his
rotlon because it 1s 1rrcsvonsiole, it does not itske gccount
the facts and the realities of the Gibraltar situation in
1nuern tional politics and 1s not positive and does nothing
sitive to help the process that we, the people cf Gihreltar,
ars now in trying

have embvarked upon for fourieen cr fifteen ye
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to persuade the world that w= zre people, that we have rights
and that what the Spanish Governrment is doin the Demc—-
crztic Spanish Government after March the lsit, we hope, if it
centinues to do it, what it is doing is against all the prin-
ciples cof the Charter of the United Natiens, it is against all
the principlecs of dermocrzcy, against all the freedomsas we
«zrow them in the dezccratic countries of Europe. MNMr Speaker,
just a very short word on the second part of the Honourzble
Vember's motion in-which he asks that the pecple of Gibraltar
sheili kn little detail of everythning that happens
in Stre ¥r Speaker, the Hon
Menber. mus impossible and it is unreason-
atle 1o make a request however atiractive it may see.. o
teople. Psople want to know everything, well, people Jjust do
not xnow end cannot know everything and .this bannen , I would
sey, in every sphere of life and when the emploje s have &
meeting on industrial D“oo’ems, the Government does not come
ocut end give the Union the minutes of the Council of Kinisters
and every delzil they have discussed, the Unicn does not' tell
- the Govzrnment: "We had z meeting yesterday and this is what
everyoody szid end, incidentzlly, you do rot know 1t but to-.
corrow we are going to withdraw labour here, withdraw labour
there,” it is just not done and in the diplomatic world, Mr
Spezke surely the Hon Member must realise that it is im-
ros le to ccrnduct negetiations or to conduct talks in public.
{ ou, it would be very interesting to listen to what Mr-
told Lr Carter anc what lr Begin tcld President Sadat:
Rer tniz, it would be very interesting out it does not
na trat wey and I think it is unfortunate to allow the
s of “ibraeltar to think thet because'you are not told it
is ause they are seying something that if you knew what
th ad been saying would lead you to teke them to Casemates
or o Corners, it is unfcrtunate that that sort of
ac wti is made or if it should be made beca Lse, Mr Speaker,
ce e it cannot te szid. You cennot treak confiden-
ti Ve U orezX tihe process of confidentiality then you
nes zed iere end as¢ Ter as what happened in Strasbourg
arx ris ncerred the Hon Member only has to look at the
Du st ts that have been made of the position by the
B h an anish Goveranments and he only has to look at
Vi I I eizn Secretary szid recently that my Hon
e Peliza quote from, to realise that
te safe and that we thinx we cen sur-
port of the Hon Yerter but it is un-
ere now entering a new sphere of
vinich within the rcuse a conmmon Iront and a common
and general principles is ncw under attack. Mr
, e have euo zh prceolems outside Gibraltar, we have
prodlems the Spanish uOV“Pﬁﬂpnu, we have enougn
3 perhaps of itferent kind with the British Covern-
rert, possibly, hey don't do anything we tell them
1o do, w2 have &nou vlems with the odd small political
varty that is ri ivpraltar with very little support
we zre Dleazed to note, we have enouzh problems with all these
people and with the Hon Merber coming into this House and
telling us that we are rio longer standing for things that he
xnows we stand Tor and he knows we neve stood Tor for many
yezrs and will continue to stand for with or without his
stugport. .
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_the Heon Mover of the motlon has expressed that view himse

0N A T VONTEGRIFFQ:

Mr Speaker, I intend to be very brief. I thinx T rust deel
first with ¥r Isola rather than lr Bosscno tecause he stzrted
by saying thet we have won most of our electiicns on a2 Eritish
ticket. I thinx, Sir, that beczuse we believe in =211 th
sentiments that have been exoressed so ably ty cther Merbers
of the House and which, as a whole, reprecsent the vast
najority of the people of Gibraltar we have not got to start
waving the Eritish flag at every occasion nct eve to win a

~election., I think tvs work was done for us by ihe esent

Opposition and that is why they contributed in hL '“g'us te
be here where we.gre today. He ended up by saying thail we
could survive without Kr Rossaro joining us in the Strasbourg
Process and although we can, I still feel end I thinx it weas
the Hon Leader of the Opposition who said it and it was re-
peated by the Hon and Gzllant liajor Peliza that it would be
very sad if we-could not persuade an intelligent men like

¥r Bossano to join us in this process snc strengthen the views
that he hss about Gibraltar and the views thcot we t
Gi*raltar. I do not want to go as far as ancther
the Hcis¢, who very dangerously came near saying

Bossanou aas lost his mind., I will only go ss far :ying
that he has lost his way in the politiczl jungle o gateyel
in what I like to describe as the labyrinth of tithre zlzar
problem because as the Hon lir Isecla and the Chiefl ¥ ter
have sald during their interventicn, it is e 4ifr:i and
complex problem over which we have, to a very greo <vent,
a certain amount of cocntrol but only so ruch zanc I ink thzt
the Strasbourg Process, if 1t has achieved notring se, it
has achieved two outstanding successes. The Tirst e 1s the
Gibraltarian presence st this partlculur process which whether
we like it or nct will carry on and sbout wnich we have been
rather worried in the past as to whether we were going fo have
a voice. It is not that we mistrust Britain beccuse iT we
were to mistrust Britain certsinly we would not he discussing
things as we are discussing them today. We are rot even keeping
a watchlng brief on Britain when we go to the talks but I
think that there is no better man then e Gilbraltarian ioc be
sble to put across and express what he 1s fighting Tor, which
is nothing short than his survivel. Even for Britain it is a
diplomatic protlem, for us it is much more than , it is
the survival of our future and, of course, in ce of our
own Aignity as free humen being and therefore ing present
ané by having these regular contacts with Dr it was &
further success, not just being there at this ical end
diplomatic platform, but we have been able to ¢t sone-
thing that they had been telling us in loose v before, in
concrete and tangible form in the communique th t was orought
out frcocm the Brugsels conference by Dr Owen. That, agein, I
think is a success. He has been able to express 1n the sare’
way as the Gidbraltarians would have eyP"essed whzt it is that
the Gibraltarians want and this, I feel, is very importan” and

SOe novener

and I am glad thut ne considers that at least
the West pert ¢

that respect has been.achieved. Regardin
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the rotion, I fecel t he "e°175 rean what he said.
Cne ccrnnct possidly oect ry detail of diplomatic
talks spreac out either on television or to the rest of the I
pecpla, I hzve full confidence cn toth the Chrhief lfinister !
and the Leader of the COpposition not becsuse they happen to be :
called Sir Joshua Hzsszn or Yr Xiberras but if you, Nr
Ecscsano, were to be the Chief Ninister holding this type of |
process, bzcause I xhow that you believe in what I believe as f
regzrcés tne CGibraltar vrovlem I would nave the same faith in
you znd I have complete faith and ccormplete-confidence that i
the basgic iscuesz that have resulted, little as they may be
o] of the Strustourg tzlks and the Paris talks snd the
Yicrkxing Parties, have TDbeen put across Lo the pecple of
eltzr, Letl there ce no misunderstanding that there is
& ster part of the talks being kept awey from the pecple
Iltar. That is not so. I cannot understand why there .
te so much fecr cbout this dizlogue carrying on. It
1 te ihat nothing comes out of the talks uut we must
1 thes idea znd thes deterninztion that however long it I
azre goling to succesd anid succeed in dclendlng not
Cigealtarian cause, not just the opening of the
30 that it will be Zetter for commercial relations
o evary 3undzy to enjoy & sunny day, or & car
:t iz totzlly irrelsvent. Ve wgrt those restrictions
sczuse we th it is an offence to humanity and’
ason alone I wculd appezl to the EHon Member to
i iz a difficult task whicn I think, would be made
s3 difficult if there was a complete unenimity in
ECIN J 2B0334aX
) am graieful to the Eon Mr Montegriffo for
n zpted to persuade me that I am the one who is
s e In fact, throughout the canmpaign I have made the
D o) ying that I was not znd it appears that all the
ar T I vigited, the lismbsrs of the Houss who were
foriunatie enouzh to be within ezrshoi, have only got a
selective memory of whet I said, because I zlsc did say in
every area that I went that I was putting in doubt the wis-
dom of the Strast rocess, the wisdom of carrying on with
that process znd n integrity of the people participating
b or their o I also saidé that i zign that
1zt ten night %23 no% doing it as the Hon lember
nay nk view tc guining political popularity
bec i that I was noti gaining political
pcoula n 21 there was no applause anywhere
that T . utl, uree, Mr Spearsr, the Members will
recall thzi the Ho Iearned the Chief Minister assured
the Hguse tha!l the scple who turned up at the Community
Centre consizted o sarizs from other pol tical parties
with the intention istening and reporting back. But what-
tre :y have there with they certainiy did not go
T & same vecause the response from that meeting
< ople ne meeting @sked us to organise a canm-
c n how w2 stood on this issue and to try and get

a demonstration orgenised to sicn
not come from me, it cuzie Trom peo
been vent there simply to report
away in the heat of the mcment as
Isolza has told us hzppens whren I
phone., I do not think Gibra

tecause I have been going rounad exs bo]

think Gibrzlter is confused, cnd it confusi

because of the inconsistencies aboul what has been seid the

Strasbourg Process 1s 211 sbout even today in this House of

Assenbly, never mind what is s2id by Owen or by Creja cr vy

our own represenuatheg, even todzy here, agnd I cannot

accept, Mr Spesker, that if my analyticel nind tells rne

that there is sbmething wrong with what I am listening in

that it does not click or it does rot seem ic sguare or ths

equation has something missing, I do not think that 1 can

be asked for the sake of unity to swallow what I cennot

understand, what does not make sense to me; snd I regret

that that should be so but I honestly think that if the

Strasbourg Process is simply an attempt to persuade the

Spaniards tp take away the restrictions, thanit is n W

Lr Ower says lt is, it is nci what Britzin has Ddce:r X

to d¢ .y the United Nations, it is not what the S»

say it 1s, because all these other pasrties end son

contributions that nave been Tade in this House tce

dicate that it is something else. It is an &sit

a solution to the problem of decolonising Gibral

way that does not offend Srai“, that dces rnot ¢

does not offend the United Nations. If that is

it i3 something different from simply go:ng alo

telling the Spaniards that they shoul risb

Xecp on those restrictions. The Spani s are

that this i1s what the Strasbourp °rocess iz at

said that the talks are sbout Lec“Wonlsation

resolution of the United Ngtions was a resol

that Britain and Spain had to have tslks abo <

decolonisation and we have been told that eve we o

participate in the Strasboury Prosess the tolks il ZJust

carry on because of a United Natlons resoiuticn ond Lhere-

fore the Strasbourg Frocess and the talks sbout deccloni

tion are presumably the some thing. If they are mot then

I would like, Nr Speaker, somebody with a betlter anslyticel

mind than mine, tc explain to me what Dr Owen means when ae

says in ancwer to a question: "I am nei going te get inlo
that

how I think we can resolve the Gibralitsrisn protlen
iz for another cay and another audience”. So O

&1
[
1%}

talking about the talks in the context of ng the
Gibraltar problem, not the removal of the tigns and
what he means when he.says in answer to a n ether
there was any new evidence that we, the GI arians,
were prepared to consider a new relationship with Eritzin
‘which can only mean decolonisation, because any relstion-
ship that is new will inply that we cease tc.be a colony
and become ccmething else, a new relat1onsh1p in the con-
text of Spain's ertry into the EEC, Dr Owen replied: "I do
not think so, their feelings &t the moment is thaet it is
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ssitl have mocr2 than discugsions. They are not pre-
& to tiate wnhile the restrictions are on". e have
this ndzrful nrocess that enables us to put our views
ss t r Owen and Lr QOwen thinks we are not prepared to
tizte tecause the restrictions zre on. We are not pre-
d to nezotiute teccuse we do not accept that Gibraltar's
r2 ils something thzi has 1o be negotisted with anybedy
tharn the power that is pensible for Gibraltar at
msnt and i there is g > to be any change in that
ticnship then it s a2 matter between us and the United
dom. I stooé for elevtlon, Nr Soeaxer, on this ticket
s¢ did z nurmber of other members in this House of
roly and ny commitment is not to ensure that I do not
the tozt in this Eouse, rmy cormmitrment is.to en SQre tbat
ot deviats one ictazr from in, t
I would ¢s when I asked
that I included in ny promise was that I would go back
m, 2 Zstates, net just in four years' time
them-tc vote agail but whenever I felt it was necessay
e to go back in ord t0o explain ny position and, there~
r it nacessary to explain my posi-
in ir own homes from the com-
o tI re, as enabled the Hon
T ter e of my audience,
n sit in nis h ani listen to me.
% I might even get ote in the next election
b I regret, Mr Speaker, at in pariicular the Hon
Xit s apnears to he coxple y convinced in his own
2d bl there ha? 1o te some sinister explanation from
t I em soying or what I anm do otrer than the explana-
n that I anm giving T oand am zorry that this should
S Irn fTeet,the Hon oa Lear V¥r Isola, -has szid and I
Ve e Hon Mr Xiberrzs 1 =noush to know how he .
=1 sure that ncthing that I am saying now will
9] iberras cr will surprise the Hon and Gallant
230 beczuse if he throws his mind back to the sort
ol s that I rave expressed in the past about not
acce t we ha nything at 211 to discuss with
31 question oralier’'s future he will find it
v 2. The wi esgence, in fact, of the start of
i ion Meovem in 1984 was the need to establish
& $ECuI ure for G tar end we thought at the time
thzt we uld Tte able ersucde the majority of Gibraltar
that that secure future lay in Integration and, unfortunately,
it ¢id¢ not zrove possitle to &o so. The 51buatlon has been
nit in much clgcorer terms by th2 Eon and Learned Nr Isola
tha anyredy elce znd in terms which I can understand., I
can r3tE the tyge of argument that he is using when he
3 T o it were possitle to talk the way you do, but
zal rld in which we live it is not DOSulDle, )
r cznnot stend up like 2 little David and take on
" ‘v Speaxer, I am not sure that things are
ily.as difficult or as impossible as they eppear to
an sure of one thing tha» what we need in Gibrazltar,
cticn we need %o teke is a direction of going on the
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ffensive on this issue and not of being continu~l
cdefensive as we have been up to now and vken It
enphasis of the nced to be rezscsnuble and of ar
be reasonable, what do we have to be reasonable
Speaker? Ve have not dcne ary‘hing to anybody.’
needs to be reasonavle it is the people who have
reasonable up to now with us. ¥Ye hzve n a
so why is 1t that the onus of responsibiiity is ¢z us to
show the rest of the world what good boys we sre becsuse if
we are not reasonable then Eritian is going to get annoyed
with us? Then what i3 Joce Eossano going to do, declare UDI?
Well, I would say then to the Hon and Learned kerkber,
he going to do if the British Government scys Lo
"You either start talking sbout sovereignty or I
annoyed with you." Is he going to ceclare UDI?

of whatever stand we tzke on whatever issue tr
arise, Mr Speaker. It does not make any diffe
we are talking about going to Strasbourg or not Ln
case we are acting in a way that is consistent v1th v
Majesty's Government want at this moment in time and
the other point of view we are not scting consistent
that end then, cf course, the problem may be loonming

,1}

eviden*'y on the horizon in one position than in 83
the fundamental problem is still thére whatever position we
are taking at the moment if thé position that we cre taxing
is one that we have arrived at ‘independently and rnot because
ve have been persuaded that it is reguired of us. r as
I am concerned, I said that I was glac atout Owen
had referred to the people's right to dccide own future
in terms that seemed to me to come closer to ni 5 our
right of self-determination than hus been done bzfore tut
that is the only thing that I was glad sbout and I do not
know that this can be attributed to the Strasboury Irocess
any more than that it cennot te attributed to my goinz round
with loudspeakers, who knows? It might well have been a lcud-
speaker that produced this move on the part of Dr Jwen, out I
certainly dislike very much the cther things in his stztement,
the one that I have mentioned gbout ssying that it is because
there are restrictions that we are not prepzred ic negctiate,
the one where he says that the other countries in Zurcpe
expect Spain and the United Kingdom to resolve this issue
before Spain's entry into the Common Market gnd the issus
that he is talkinz about is the issue of the Spanish claim
to Gibraltar, let us make no mistake about ihat. How is it
possiple, hr Spcaker, thgt the other fourtecn Nerozrs in the
House do not see the issues in the sane Y I do? EHow is
it possible, Nr Spezxer, that the other Hembers in this
Housz heve, cn occasions, seen things the way I huve dcne,
stood. for election cn e ticket that saié thet the first
priority after the election would be talks with the United
Kingdom on our future, been involved with me in plast rlng

i

Gibraltar with placards saying "No concessions to Spain’
been involved with me in a demand that we must xnow our
future in 1976 and yet today I am being accused of having

lost my way. If arything, if I can be accused of anything,
it is of not moving with the times, of still maintaining in
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r ﬁlsi cene :ing that. has been sald by nracess in order to pui our view across direc
?f:%—i’if L e accused oi* that and I Spaniirds, we should fo slong to Brituin end
n;;;.4§?;f-:\ I "E:$Ev?iijé ?hcryE?dV e}se the Spanicrus seer to huve gobt the wron, gnd o
ctands sach o bt o Falca everyoody i entirely it must be made clesr to ithen ithat we w
DoRLee PofhOroenb and - St _oelong in the pas. 1n ¢ on with this proviced it is clcerly understood by
.A:).d.\.‘ e l wzs 'CO...Vl."l\.:J\i.L_._u.'C wne or‘ly viay en bOQJ what it iS we are here fu" we sre here o "'CI""‘:*
i*ig o jnde€3t§xd1us wis i welstood up end fought for i the restrictions uhc:uld be rero;e §£22h°wein~"?i
ar Future and not simply fell into line with what is con- : e - PR
§1ue$eu to be correct diplomatic behaviour at international ’ ) Qgtp;; ﬁgéeyzﬁ Ziﬁ;yoﬁﬁ di%i; égggjyge hf;? :f??“
level. the H : a : . - YiTE BBt
isvrig‘ tos ;?. son “iﬁmfe?rﬁfe the Chief Kinistsr , is a process lesding us to the eventual incorpersti
ihinee - ae of my Qi*tCts %adtnatyl bee Gibreltar into Spair which is what has been salid by ©
siso o ! ny t;g;v Dsrgéns‘g Lfs Spanish side." In sugresting thet let me make 1t gquite ¢
o 3imol 5. T ey s cleériy and simpﬁy : that I am stating what I consicer to b solT line on &
Py cims em to 0lhens "~ & as simply as T see . issue. As far &s I am concerned the St ercs srould s
irer znd for me to Sit Adwn with a rénrésegzatEQé of the b ) be told thet they can take the restric s cif when ih
Spenish Government that comes alon = e e ’ zre good end ready because they put ih n and they can
S e g mes g a says: "Your house take them off but I do not i to b le t A
belongs to me," ané not to get up and push him through the ;isi Ofeghg 60326 wit; 22»¢§§%eﬁhr ° 5 cn;o'qg;ry ?;iq
rindow £ + house i Re i . e i 1M L0a iar. Py XT D23t unir
gié:;é - ibvco:i:i;§o;2:<: natu%:z iefg‘iog’ ;;Jigi;fir’ I wolld suggest then that we should moke clear to the ¢
e Eere Yt A T e i e ETE o EETSCS Spaniards that the Strasgbourg Frocesss and vyl ing
ans LueE n::h ;‘2: i :? ze;tesb:nb ;pe Pe?“f““fnt End° Parties under it are entirely devoted to g o the
- JESS, T rormorer ;‘f“”ﬁo wRY noL have voted .estrictions and are not to discuss the Git proclen
. Th I G?;flrluipoiﬁzrpgifbegi 1§d°€e or Gik-altar's future or what is goirg to o Gitreits
that egZG;; T think I‘amogeigguan € once it ceases to be a colony or what is g neppen to
omste not simpiy Teing a spocn stirring - Givreltar once Spain enters the E=ZC. I th ;¢ issues
e comseious of that Feeld "5q. P, 1 - : . need to be tackleq straight away and I think tine 1is
iting nfull of a1l O:}énahgwilégz _Sfe%o i * very precious ané we should noi dzlay it i longer.
- o = a*lJ:;c ; i:;t.gind, ‘ I thought they should have been tackled ', im
o5 in this Howse, I th n' ihey £ Lugust, 1976, and I went to an e’egElon cther
lovlatiors even if I ot pér- ; \‘mosrg of_1h1s House saying trhat }I vie : ou?
2o along with my view tnut the ! first job in Ogtooey, 1976, would be te itish
$r it is to be exclusively to Goyernment Lo nave*immec1aze~t:%ks on Glpral fgﬁu?e
ent that they are wrong in having and_ I brought a motion to this House saying uid have
o . explorato”y talks with Britain on re and I
ar e e o . ' was told: "How can you have exploraiory ta out an
) agenda?" Vell, apparently, you can have 1 pein, I
ve have exploratory talks all ths time, Ir <, with
N Britain on Gibraltar's future then this is ¥ portant
2 tlgaipﬂothcfen me?tioned but it shou;a be known that we are having e ory talks
? asking that ne

ocese or is be asking that on (3ibraltar's futire . . . .
t a 2
to step the talks HON CHIEF NINISTER:

If the Hon ¥ember will give way. You do rnoi ha
Y ki o« urs Process, the xglo ’EOPJ 3 %n "lt“epi°pli w1t21n“on JO: crf
St 3 . 3 2T . Zrxplorat
°= cess ing vcted for mary year relatiors and who you 1e freaquen J_ »plore:
be znd B col ith the Resolution of are arrenged with people you baze never seen be
Y oo — - = n ] e b
th cf 2L reg ain to meet Spain and gog have never g}ig s:ed t? n:uter before :“i
tz t bact roce tarted in Strasbourg, Aescrloegheaf -rr Lals i‘fer fonvln Ty spsech
ar te thi hew I urnderstcod it. That nature of e talXs > are §4p:9rao?ry and so ren
te talks ted Nztions mandste will _ is one other poini I w?&%d —1ke o cl gvp
Br on ¥ what Britain will go beck : question of mixing up the Strosbourg Proces
arn tal there is this cf the bpanlaras and the British to talk
o5 rign representation. What I Lne resglu Lon. PI would ;ng °"°f&§f’ ang
anm the- Onca who suggested this - eXpressing my can personal view 2 Lnay S0
‘ ] this dialogus goilg on both pariies can
133 Nations that they are talking c.nd that is
LS e 2 : ~
that if this stops then other kind of ta

ferable to the resoluticn wculd heve to bu subs
' le.



I amgr Hon Lezrred Chief MiIrnister for that
beczuse it th is an explareticn that can cover
toth &v It ition of the Hon and
Gallznt ; thet s o collective responsibility
or. tr.iz House vect rasbourg Process guite
Trenxly iz not ate © he censtituticnal issue
the only »re2zpno ity t e is 1s the responsibility
on tre Tour (G3Y mexzters to nave talks with the United Kingdom
on Gioraliar's decolonisation at the earliest opportunity be-
cause as far zs I krnow, Mr Spezker, the OﬂTJ cancdidates who
t themsel to immecdiate talks with Spain were the
who &1 t get elected so they are the only people
ct a re gitility in this respeci, notody else has
of us w ;ere committed to immediate talks with
ve bee le to cbtzin the agreement of the others
t got & ©ligzztion because they did not promise
do this if they got elected bui, surely, collective
ity arises frcm z common commitment entered into.
certainly all have a collective re soon ibility in
ng to any translgr of sovereigniy not becazuse there
n in the House w cormits us but because anybody
ling to take a different line on tris fundamental
ot a respersibility to stand on that ticket amongst
things that he wants to stand on but that must be a
& must make clear to the pecple who are voting for
voody who gives vote for thvh person lnows
virat he is letuvt As the Hon
Mr Iscla nas szid electorate
ect was ebsolute ¢ is no doubt
But I am cencernsd, X ker, that the views
T Spaniards I ne telks so far, where they
ct with the question of sovereWgnty, I have rot
2 t sovereignty 1 eing discussed, but with
c ez, I think tho SpElelC issues should be made
a2 am not tallking the Hon Mr Motegriffo suggested
e 2 diary sixgpla g every second of Oreja's dey.
t thet, Tut I Si £ that there were specific
wniceh re quite cle t ch, in mny view, are im=-
cu for peoz t ow about and I do not think it
o) e 211 th constant comparisons between a
=z cess whether we are talking about JIC or we are
ou nternational relations because when there is a
g s the Tirst thirg is that people have got a
< into that process and the brief is known
i s ¥nown to trhe pecple who are delegating
2 rezzonsivility to the rerson in charge
ns. vart frem the fzcet that sovereignty
there is no other brief here in our case.
tending the fact that the word "negotiation”
meet everybody else to explain why you can-
lic at a certain age, there are no neg-
there are are discussicns. Dr Owen says
egotiations because w.e*‘e are restiic ilons.
erned there are no negotiations because
1350

vhere Js nothing to negotiate. But, surely, Mr 3pes
the -~y point that I am making, the very point th
been made by othér spearkers show thsat u*ﬁwe iz con!
about the Strasbcurg Process not just in Gibraliar,
generally, dbut in what each indivicusl member of this House
sees in the process and what it sees thet it is Ter & H
he sees it as doing. I am neot saying, when I am oz
information for a detailed account, that everycody
tolcd what each person did from the moment they arr:
Paris to the moment that they left but what I gm s & is
that we need to have the substance of what has been szid by
the Spaniards made public and that hes nct been n punlic.
The specilic things that they thrsw ~“ou“_ us if you
lixe, it does noét make any difference whati we it, but
that is an indicaticn for me ol how the s i ee things
developing and I think that what is en in a or me ‘may
not necessarily be the same interpretaticn, o eople may
not see the same denbers as I do dbut I bel v the im-
plicétions that I see, the dangers that I e, 1ixely to
be reflected by meny people in Gibralter I ieve thzt
the pressure to stop the process would be et and since
I believe the process should te stc*ped I i thet nmaling
the information public will assist in stopo 5 rocecs.
v T

I am not hiding where I stand on the matier,

of course if the pecple who have gol sc ru_h conl'idence i
the process are as convinced of thelr views as I am of mine
then maxkxing it public should not wesken their peositicn in
any way. People should be able to say "Oh, - Srzn-
iards said this but they meant no herm", eo culé b
no problem at ell. I have asked for info. qysel
only because I cannot gei it publicly. I Ste
thet the thing should not be limited to re I
of Assembly and agein in this this is censis h tre
open Governmen: wilch a nurber of WMembers of s¢ of
Lssernbly paid such a strong- service to during the electicn
campaign and which they will ro doubt be reminded szocut on
more than one futurc occasion when the time comes. I think,
Mr Speaker, that when it comes to political rccomensibility
it is essentieslly the citizens of CGibreltar who will judge
who is being responcible asnd who is bteing irresponsible znd
I know that in saying this I am probably fulling into ths
trap of allowing the Hon and Learned Mr Isolz theot I am con-
firming his worse suspicions that I am jusi ar zcstuie poli-
tician seeing the day when the talks will collupce end I will
be sble to say that I was the only one who predicted it. I
am not saying that, I am just trying to ccunter cne of the
many accus:ticns that I have to be subjected to tg the an-
fortunate situation of being isolated in the House which mesans
that I can only speak once zné I can allow everytedy el to
say their piece which mezns I have got lo go t!roug“ re c
paper to be able to answer everybody afterwards. I wou 3
¥embers of the House, given that they are not sble 1 e

on this the same iine that I am taking, that at lees
should pursue the s-me line on the question of initi
talks with the United Xingdom on Givraltar's future.
Mr Speaker, that that is something that we shoull be's
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The Hon J Bossano

The follewing Hon Members voted ageinst:
H LTecasis
¥ J Canepa
¥cn jer ¥ J Deilipiani
Hon M X Featherstone
Hon Sir Joshue Hassan
Hon P J Isola
Hen A P Yontegriffo
. on Yajor R J Peliza o
icn J 3 Pere:z
on G T Zestzno
Sen L VW Serflaty
> ! Dr 2 G Valarino
U Xiterras
g J Zarmitt

154

W
~
2

©ollowing Hon Member voted in favour:

The Pfollowin;; Hen Mermbers were edsent from the Chanbel:

The Hon D Eall
The Hon A Collirngs
The motion was accordingly defeated.
The House recessed at 7.L0 p

TESDAY THE 287H FEBRUARY,

[]
N
gy
O

|

The House resumed at 10.30 an,.
CONMMITTEE STACE

HON ATTORNEY~-GEINERAL:

Lr Speaker, before I move the Commix ce of th
Banx International Limited Loan A Bi1l may
leave to the House to give an cnswer to one of the
opposite cn a matter which I unde *toox to look into.

in relztion to the - Itenm

the Tcohedule

8 -~

Suprlenentary Zstiimates, Heead of m‘zcxc:s

ment. I did undertake that I w ;
confirm that the zmount of £1,617 i
expenses for wireless e ment is no

veen spent on that as i for furth .
The sum of £L,5C00 elrea ot was a T s
ecuipment but in this csse the partic e ch
the £1,617 relates had been orcered it e red
not a“rixed and that is why it was o) ion
in the present yeer's estimates. <
honour to move that chis House shou t
Committee to consider the Barclays imited

Loan Agreexent 3ill, 1979.

BARCLAYS BANK INTERNATIONAL LIKITEDR LOAN ACREENIHT BIILL,

EOIl J'INANCIAL AND DEVELOPNENT CECRETARY:

2l error whi

Mr Chairman, there is tvyo ica
the che_ule
t sh

correct. In parzgraeph 9\3
reference there to Clause 6,

%wr Speaker put the guesticn i
Financial .and Devel oorert Sec
resclved in the affirmative a as
agresed to and stood pa t ol T '

T the “i_nu

o)
"
+
(o]
o
Qr
Le]
o
e
ct
[e]
=

The LonTitle was agreed to er

The House resumed.
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zdd cgative of the Tender
Bou szy thoi shcould advice
be a rezsotiated contract
nay " 3 [ C accept this advice and

. such nego! : act can te mgde if required. I would

start with the Hcehcuratle ¥zjor Peliza and I would inform

~him for his further kronledbe that Robertson Research were

not engaged by ODX simply to effect research into the
winning of sand, they were engzged to look into the gquestion
of whether sand could be won and, if so, to set up the orga-
nisztion by which suc winning of sand could be effected
either on their own or with others to help them. Robertson
Research started to do this in mid-February 1976, when they
first came out to Gibraltar.

EOM ¥ XIBERRAS: ~

Ir thé chourable Merber will give way. Was this in respect .
of the whole project or part of the project, what he has
said about setting up the organisation for the winning of
sand? .

HON M X FZATEZRSTONE

I am not éuite clear what you mean by the whole project of
art of the projecte.

HCN M XIEZEZRRAS:

The House will recall that there was, in fact, a distinction
drawn between the initial bit which was £150,000 and the '
whole, which was vinning sard from further up, that is my
recollection of it,

HOIT M K ?E;-.'Z‘}ETGT R

The organisation for the whole of the project, so that it
coulé be eitnar, crnce it was ready, operated by themselves
under licence, handed over to the Public Works Department to
operate as a section of Public Vorks Department, hended over
tc sncther conzany to operate, they would get everything
eady and have it to 7o intec operation when they had finished
reip work. A3 I have szid they have startecd in February
167€, when they care to Gitraltar und they have been often
in Gitraltar sin then, I believe they maintzin an office
rere, and yDEJ bave a Tair knowledge of Gibraltar, the set-up
in the enginsering industry. 2But the situation, and I have
investigated this fairly closcly so perhaps the second part
 the mo:ion which asks for an inguiry into the circumstances
of the awsrd has alrezdy been done. In April, 1976, kobertson
Rezegarch sent in z re 90?» on the "inning of sand and since
they considercd this was a fezsible project, they went on to
the cecond ctaze o; what they were recuested by CDL to do, to
actually get everything ready so that “the winning of sand
could be effec.ec. At this stage they started to get into

contact with Messrs ¥ackley in the United Kingdom where Messrs

I45.

Mackley, of course, have offi awing werc preparcd Tor
tre projcct application znd o t i unuﬁﬂauvnd Lacike-
leys in the United Kingdor were & t Roberivson Reseorch
with some of the drawing for some t enu:pr:nt ithet migit
be necded. This was in July, 1976. The prcject was sent to
the Foreign and Conncnwezlth Office in July, 1470, and later
on there was a revision of costs frcm lMessrs Rcberison Re-
search as *o whot the whele scheme would cost wh : sent
to ODi and was used for a revised project appl n. There
was a little bit of & hiatus efter thzt, appurently the ODN
was studying the situaticn, and at that time, regretisdbly,
OD¥ or FCO were taking rather 2 long time to get things cone
and ncthing rmuch aappened until Narch when Robertson Resear;h

asked what was the state of play. They were obviously in-
formed that the project was with the ODK¥ and no further news
¢could be given dbut in October, 1977, and this is where their
measure of what might be termed slipprage cume in, the project
was finally approved by the CDM thouzh practicslly o n;nlb
year or even a little more than a ycer hed gone by since the
original project applicaticn and the project upproval.
Robertson Research were informed of this cpproval by ODM-and
were asked to proceed with the final design for all the equip—
ment needed to win this sané and-they were fcornolly i
as consultants to the project in Noverber, 1577. At Lnat
time there were verious consicderations coming up Irom Robtert-
son Research as to how the winning of sandé proper was
done, as I said before, was it to be a Public Verks

ment's section or was it to be done by Rctertson Researct
uncer licence, vas it to be dcne ty a aepdr’te company, and -
various considerations did core up arnd it was ccnsicderec thet
perhaps the best riethod night be, although it is not definitely
accepted, that it should be a privatc .compuny wholly owned by
the Gibraltar Coverirent which for s period of time would act
as Msnagers and would give their expertise. All this tire
Robertson Research were gettings recdy for the winning of sandé
and they started ordering various pieces of machincry thot
were required and they were woriing reasonzoly clocely with
Lac{leys in England on varicus aspects of design not leact I
understand was & little railwzy that hus to be incorgorated
in the project. As I said, they were also out here and I
unéerstand from the Enginecer of Robertscn Hesezrch that they
were aware of the potennlgl of viricus local 2 neering
Ponpanles though I have rnot asked him, and IAa '1lling to

do 53 in the fuuure, whether they actually @pproach these
locali companies but they did inform me that they knew there
were other engineering companies here. Pobcrtsc Recearch
after a period of time started to suggest that ‘for the
physical part of the setting up of the schere, lNackleys would
_possibly be the bhest firm that could ¢o it. When cerigin of
the equipment that had been -ordered started to arrive In
Gibraltar Roberison Research inciructed Nackley to tzke this
equipment irto their stores ené look aftzr it for them so it
appears that in the United Kingdcenm .hu.e was very clcces con-

tact between Robertson Kesearch and Nackley. There wes a
period in which Robertson Research went into. the whole situa-
tion in the light that it was now 1978 end not 1976 and in-
flation had come in and s revised figure of costs was provided.
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when the pr

re update J in verter, 1977, and again in January,
teer. tused on specific itens, I
¢ a drcp. These rachines, ob-
$oes ty and this information was
o nd Leveloprment Secretary znd
y -t Was o ocn to CLM to approve these extra
d at this tice Robertson Research were actually
visit ODM and explain the increases and the whole
waz very ccrefully gone into at ODM. Fortunately,
pted that these extra costs could be effected and
carze when it would te necessary to aproint a firm
at cne mirht call the nuts and bolts ol the sciwre,
ical part, the installing of this little railway,
al excavating of the area at the base, the actual
in of the slide where the sand has to come down
hat tire Robertson eaeﬁr*h stated quite clearly
ter to the eng inecr in the Public Vorxs Department
moszt closely concerpe* with this operation: "In our
trile rain contractor, J T Mackley and Co of the

s P -
¢ C:i tx...,fT l.‘.
ad

(VRN G SIS :T

Xingdom and 13, Collece Lane, Gibralter, 1s the only

Gitraltur capable of currying out all parts of the
They have been involved in the design and concept

project and in discussion on the safety railway

97%. 3ince the project became more definite in

Yovernrt cr, 1977, consicerzble design work has been done by

-ttem whi

ch has culrminated in the GPdﬂian now being prepared.

Ve are very pleased to be able to recommend that thcy be

ailowed to carry out the actuzl construction and installation
works." .

HOW M XIEB.?AS:

Can you give the cdate of that letter? . n

HOI M K FZATHZIRITOUZ:

Yes, was on the 31st May, 1978. My engineer received
this er ard zccepted it at its face value and passed
throu o the Director of Pudblic Works this recommendation
and 3 sted that an approzch should te maede to the Tender
Bozrd that thersfore since this recomrendation was so gtrong,
the rnormal proczdure cf tendsring should be set asied and a
senarate centract shoulld te rade. My engineer did not tell
Poozrtson Recearch that Mackleys were the only firm that
cculd do tiils sort of werk, Robertson Research had been in
Gitraltzr and rnad, ap;arentLJ, in ways hest xnow to them-
celves, nmzde their cwn enguiries but perheps, and I think
this 15 rezsonably justifie”, perhaps their attitude to-
wards Macklsy of 12 Colleze Lane was coloured by their
association with "'cV’ey in England with whom they had been
working very cleszly. And it is not unreasonable to assure
that Rozertscn Research who ware given the understarnding
that they were to do the whole joo either by  themselves or
cetting zszistznce from somevody, felt that they could go
ahead reasornatly well and get assistznce without having to
resort to a tender procedure in Gibraltar of which most
lixely they were not even aware and that is why they did

47.

make thelr initial approaches to Vackleys in “re Urnited

Kingsdom gnd thzt is why they cccepted decisn work end design
drawings from Vockley in the Uniteé ¥ ¢ tosis

that they assumed all this wag under their brelle snd
that they were entitled so to do. I don' there nas
been any bad faith whatsoever in this, I t oerison
Research hau felt all the way through that were acting
in accordance with what ODI haé told them ‘ere pernitted
to do, and that they were just doing the b ssible job
for Gibraltar that could be cdecre. The FPub rks Depart-
ment was not aware that Gibraltar Underwzter itractors vere
interested in this, thecy did rot have any knowlejLe of this
letter which the Honouruble Nr Peter Isola ssid was sent to

the Financial and Development Secretary in 157.L, &nd they
were later contacted once the knowledge had coms out that
Mackleys had obtained the contract. I did receive a letter
from a llr Scott who I sssumed a2t the time vas 2 privat '

individual but who afterwards uppbarcd to be g wolf in sheep's
clothing since he was writing on behalfl of =z poeliiiczl partye.
Had I known he was writing on behulf of a politicel perty I
would not have answered him, I would have told him to get
zne of his colleagues in the House to approach me so that

it could have bcen done on & lNerber to Nember basis. As I
said the Tender Board accepted the recommendziion of the
Director of Public Vorks thet a private der should be
negotiated and the contrzct wes actuslly signed in July,
1578. Since then there hus bzen the obvious work that
Mackleys have dcne at the tase of the slope wherc the

is due to come down ard the whdle guestion ¢f the vulldoe:z

a very small element in thc whole consideration. I 4

think that the fact that Muckleys had a culldozer m

the diffTerence to lessrs Robertson Research sugjesti

they were the only company thct could do this., I ti

what I understend from lessrs Robertson Resezrch, i

based more on t he Tact of the design capabilitiy zand

design potential that they made their reconmtendat

don't think there is very ruch furiher that I cen aéd to
this. As the Honourable lMembers will see I have investi-
gated this fairly extensively but I will tell them that I.
have donrne one thing, I have told my departrent thai no
further recommencdations for privcte COMVPJ cts should te
passed through co the Tender Board unt I heve had the
opportunity of sceing them and making a decision or at leeast
tendering my own advice on this positi on, so thut this sit-
uation would not arise again without the Minictler's knowledge.
In this instance it was scmething which, Hqite rightly, I
think, was done by the Director of Puclic Vorkxs at the time
and the engineering staff, since the MNiniste t i

trinsicelly interested in the award of contir o
hope ncw that the winning of sand will turn out to e
success and that the B“itish taxpayers' money will not
been mis~-spend and thot we have got value for money f rom
the contractors who are doing the worx and from Roberts
Research who are in overall charge.
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r 3 er, the Minicter, I %thinx, is to be complimented

for the ressarch he hus done into Robertscon Research but
there is, carizinly, a bit of bad odour in this and the
first guestion thut arises is the question of ODA. The
virister hzs certainly followed up the situation within
yibraltar and I should ask him .“e»“er he has, in fact,
follcwed up with CTA at the Lendon end, on what basis or
whether they at any time approved the sub-contraeting of
Yaeckley and whether they are satisfied that this was within
trhe terms of refzrence of the original cortract vith Robert-
son Zessarch and whether there was in ODA's mind a legiti-
mate consideratior or fairness in the allocation of sub-
contracts within Gibraltar. ;nut, I am sure, my Honourable
and Learned Friend will develop when he comes to replyirng.
The other thing is the amount of plant involved in the work.
The Nirister nas spoken avoun a "érop" which to the un-~
initiated micht seem a great cesl of machinery, a "urop is
pecsszssed By & good number of firms .in Cibralter and it is
sirply a shovel to load lorries with and move sand around

a €7211 one, on caterpillar tracks. And there might have
been perhaps, a JC3 which is a sort of a grab to load lorries
2nd move sand arouné. The naterial itself is sand which is

ezsily handleé and therefore from the point of view of plant

‘there ore a nurber of firms I would imagine in Gibrsltar

parfectly caputle 0r Aoing this work.” On the question of
E/Jvrt-u,, enzinesering ¥knowledge in sctting up the roilway,
zm riot on such sure ground becuuse I don't Xnow what is
involved. It s=ers to bte that the work and most of the
money Tor the work would be in fact for the removal of sand
and we are talking of a sum in the region of £160,000.
mherefore even if enginzering sxills were a consideration,

-

_zurely, local contractors had there the possibility of doing

worx and of meking money at a time when the develcopment

mme was not yielding very much for local contractors.
binw, Yr Speaker, which has been partly answered
by the Minister but in rather vague terms, and that is at
what point did the Public Works Departmeni authorise
wobertson Research to grant sub-contracts to Mackley. There
is a letter which the ¥inister has mentioned of May 1978.

NN X FEATEEIRETONE:

Fonouruble M=rter will give way. Public Works did
uthorise it, they recommended to the Tender Board that
hould be authorised.

HOM I XIBSRRAS: ' .

They rzcommended to the Tender Board the direct granting of
the ccnirect and this was, in fact -ollowing the letter of
2lst Xay, 1978, and 2t that particular point who authorised
this to be dons and was it in the knowledge at that time

a
that there had been very cloze contact, to guote ?he
¥inister, apparently since 1976,‘between Mackley in the

9.

develop the rest of the sand. Nr Specker, I vwo
Ninister or a lember of the Government to say w!
are prepared to take the matter up with OZA end
exactly what happened at that end. Mr Specker,
one more point. The lMinister said that a letter o
uréerwater contractors in Gibraltar was written to th
Finencial and Development Secretary, I undersiand, »r
the recommendation by the Public Vorks Tor the direct
cation of the contract but the Depertment of Publiic Wor
had no knowledbe that this letter hsd beun written but
the recomrendation ‘had gone from the Putlic Viorzs Dene
a letter was written to Underwecter Centrzctors. I
that was the sequence of events. I suppoce it Ig i
explaining what the position was beczuse I don't th
the matter cculd hardly, at that stag‘, have teen
for reconsideration. Or was consideration giv
particular stage to opening up the matter and
der invited? I hope I have made that point ¢
Minister. It is a large sum of money, ¥r Spe
important to local contractors that they should [
crack of the whip. Often they are not in a positi
work on bigger housing projects and so forth gnd
sore point as the Llnlster kncws that there shoul
competition for local contractors. Ve must te one
few countries, I think, where the locel ccntrzcters are notu
given a signif’ ccat advantage cver other people thourh I
imagine within the terms of EEC and so forth this
gifferent here tut we have Trade Licensing laws and so Jorth
wvhich have to be adhered to and the very least wz can esk is
that the local contractor should have an even chence in these
matters.

united Kingdom cnd Robertson Recezrch? Wes the reconmenda-—
tion rice in the xnowledge thit this clese contaczt heod
exiszted over a reriod of time anéd Guring thut pericd of time;,
‘between 1975 znd 1973, was in fact anybedy in the Purlic
Y'orks Department 1nvolvcd in the considerction of the
eventual allocziion of the contract. Nr Spesker, the same
argurents might arise in respcut of the recormendéations- for
the Public Works Department itself to set up machin
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HON CEIEF MINISTER:

There is only one point which concerns me in this mat
that 1s the question of the request that have becn mz
the ODM should ce asked for a report or should be usx
enguire into how this matter was done. If, in fzct,
appointed Robertson Research &5 coﬂtractors and they w
given power to aproint subt-contractors, 1t is another

.matter.- I think we have to be careful how we asx QX . hcy

they go about their tusiness just to satisfy ourselves be-
cause we do not want to appear to be encuiring into the
manner in which they do their own research ané their owm
investigation as to the award of contracts which they paye.

MR SPZAKER:
If there are no other contributors I will call on the mover

to replye.
150.



EON P J ISOQLA:

Mr Speaxer, I am grateful to the Minister for the information
he has now given on this matter. t is quite obvious that he
has gone into i1t much more closely than when the question was
orlginally asked and it is quite obvious from his own research
into the matter that there was never any intention to put this
out to tender in the mind of Robertson Research International
and obviously in the mind of his Department possibly because
they were aware or the engineer or the Director of Public
Wor«s was aware of the close liaison that had existed between
l'ackley and Robertson Research International for a period of
almest two years. I agree that in those circumstances it is
possibly difficult to go against the advice that has been
given that it shouldn't go to tender. What is unfortunate,
Mr Speaker, is that this is not how the situation has been °*
put forward. It is quite clear to me from what the Minister
has said that Robertson Research International neven investi=
gated anybedy. The statement of facts show that. It is quite
clear to me that somebedy introduced them to Mackley in 1976.
Alternatively, they had already an association with Mackley
in the United Kingdom, it 1s also possible, and they went
straight to them and gradually got involved with them. It is
aquite clear to me that that happened. I think it is unfortu-
nate that the impression has been given that nobody else in
Givraltar could do it except Mackley. It i3 obvious to me
from what the Minister has said, that Robertson Research
Jaternational were appointed and ‘they said: "We must look
arcund to somebody to help us,” and for some reason or other
it was Mackley and I think that requires still further inves-
tigntion as to why Robertson Research International went to
Mackleys. Was it that they were already in association with
them in ¥ngland and they happened to know they had a comnany
in CGibraltar or were working in Gibraltar or was it that .rom
Givraltar they were told, England. I think that requires
still further research. I think it is important, Mr Speaker,
It is @lso obvious that somebody must have told Robertson
Research in 1978: “We just cannot give the tender to Mackley
because of this policy of tender procedure unless you certify
that they are the only people that can do it." And this is
what they cbviously did, they said that in their opinion they
are the only firm in Gibraltar who could do it. Well, of
course, they couldn't say anything else after working with
them for two years. The whole thing could be in absolute
innocence, tut it is unfortunate, Mr Speaker, that Ministers
previously or other people have tried to justify this on the
basis thzt Mackley were the only people who could do it. It
is quite chvious that 1s not the case; it is quite obvious
fron the account the Minister has given that this association
between Mackley ané Robertson Research started in 1976 and it
was logical at that stage after all the research that had

taken place, 1t was obviously logical that Robertson Researgh .
should want Mackley to get it so that as far as the other con-

tractors in Gidbraltar were concerned, they didn't have a look
in on the matter., That to me is quite obvious from the in-
formation the Minister has given us. I am glad that thg

.151.

Minister has said that he has told the Departrent that in
future no recomrendztions for & private controct cheould go
through to the Tender Poard without him seeing it first. I
would ask him also to ensure thut the Depurtment gets in on
the situation at an early stage because,as 1 say, it is very
possible, because Tirmns here know whut is going on, it is
possible that Mackley in England wrote to Roberison Research
International and said: "Look, we are engineering contractors
in Gibraltar” and Robertson Research Internaticnal took them
up and started consulting them and then felt rmorally bound
to them. I do not know what the position 1is but the unfor-
tunate thing about this, Nr Speaker, is that from what the
Minister has s::¢2d it is quite obvicus that the departnent
dld not inform him at the time he answered guesticns to the
House, did not inform him of the true picture and he gave
answers which, inadvertently, I am quite sure, on the part

of the llinlster, misled the House, because the impreszsion

one got was that Messrs Robertson Research came along end
investigated all the firms in Gibralter end said Yackley are
the only people who can do it. That was the inpression that
was given whereas the true position is that as far z2s thocse
twe years go they had a liaison with Mackley on the whole
precject and they were working with them on it. The way it
was done by them, I am not sayirg the Government, by them,

I think, precluded or made it impossible for the things to

be put out to tender. If that is the case then I thirk it
would have been fairer to local contrcctors to huve told

them the situation and to make sure this dcecs rnot happen in
the future. As far as going to ODM and telling then about
this is concerned, I think that tkis i3 a conparatively
different mattier once the Minister has found out in his
department whether therc is an earlier record of them having
said anything to Rclertson Research Internationzl, to put

the facts before the O0DM of any further actien ithey feel
might be necessary because, Nr Speaker, I would ask the
finister again to enguire further how it was that if the
Department or the Director of Public Works, or the engineer
knew that in fact Robertson Resesrch had been in close liaison
with Mackley ever since 1976, if they knew that, why did they
Just pass on the recomrendation themselves and said ‘that they
agreed when they must egually have known that in fact they had
not approached any other firm in Gibrzlter. I think it re-
sires further investigation, I think in the interest of the
Minist:r himself. I think he has made an atterpt now to
clariiy the situation and he has given us. &n explanstion which
explains to us really why it wocs that it did not go cut to
tender, that there had already been a sort of agreement be-

tween Robertson Research International,as Menagers, as opposed

to just consultants, there had already been an agreerment be-=
tween Robertson PResearch Interrnaticnal, as Managers, and
Mackley, so that there was never at any time in the yezr be=-
fore 1978 any intention on the part of Mackley or of Robert-
son Research that the matter should go out to tender. There’
are obviously cases, Mr Speaker, and there must be cases
where, perhaps, the tender procedure is not the correct one
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and this may have been one cf the-ones but it is unfortunate
that it wacn't projected in thet way and that these firms
were not told, as I think they ought to have been told what
was in fzct happening and I think what obviously upset all
these firms is to be told that they had been investigated
when they had not even seen the representatives of Robertson
Research Interrational on the matter. Mr Speaker, I am sure
the Minister 1s concerned and he has shown his concern on
this matter by saying that he has already given instructions
on the matter and whilst asking the Government now to support
the motion or abstain on this, in asking them to do this. I
think the motion should go on because I think some more
investigation is required by the liniste> on the matter on
the lines that I have asked and although he has in fact given

us now¥ an explanation of how it happened and we can now under-

stand how 1t all happened, 1 think 1t still requires a little

further information or investigation in the interests, I think,

of fair play to the contractors, to the ODM and, of course I
think to himself personally because he himself answered the
question on a very different basis, I am sure he will agree
if he looks st the supplementaries, than he would have done
I think if this information had been put to him when he was
asked to answer the question.

Kr Speaker then put the question and on a vote being taken
the following Hon Menbers voted in favour: ;

The Hon P J Isola ,
The Hon Major R J Peliza
The Hon G T Restano

The Hon M Xiberras

Tha following Hon Members voted against:

The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon A J Canepa

The Hen Major F J Dellipiani
The. Hon M K Featherstone
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
The Hon A P Montegriffo
The BHon J B Perez

The Hon A W Serfaty

The Hon Dr R G Valarino
The Hon H J Zarmitt

The Hon D Hull

The Hon A Collings

The following Hon Member was absent from the Chamber:
. The Hon J Bossano

The motion was accordingly defeated.
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HON ¥ XIBERRAS:

I beg to move, Mr Speaker; "That this House is concerned at
the effect on applicants for Government housing and certcin
Government tenants of the appcrent lack of coordination be-
tween the Department of lediczl and Health Services as its

* functions affect housing applications, the Department of

Public Works and the Housing Department itself." Nr Speaker, °
may I stress that the motion has an importent word in it,
other words are also important, but there is one which I
would like to stress and that is the word “apparent" in the
phrase "apparent lack of coordination" between the depart-
ments mentioned. Ny purpose in this motion 1is to help
housing applicants and government tenants to get a fairer
deal as they are entitled to and that this should not be
obstructed by any lack of coordination between the three
departments mentioned. It is no secret, ¥r Specker, that

the Public VWorks Department is unwieldly and thct on many
occasions the performance of the deportment has been the
subject of criticism in this House. When it cormes to
specific persons in the community,persons who might be
suffering hardship as a result of bad housing, it is very
impcreant that the Public Works Department should be actin
efficiently itself and also at the same time in smooth co-
crdination with other departments involved. As regcrds the
Department of Medical and Health Services this is not zn
unwieldly Department in respect of that part of it to which

I am referring which is relevant to the motion, namely, that
part concerned with public health, but even this part of the
Medical Department has a number of scattered functions and a
nurber of multiple relationships with other Governrent
Departments which are based on, I might say, & quasl judicial
function, namely, to look after public heaslth srnd in doing
this 1t should be guided obviously by the legislution which
exists and should be guided without fear or favour, it should
be equitzble in the performance of this role. Nr Speaker, as
regards the Dzpartment of Housing 1t is a relatively new

.. Department born out of the Housing Unit und its functions as

a Housing Department have developed only of late. Its func-
tions include that of being, as it were, landlords of Govera=-
ment dwellings and also in some degree and to o guite un-~
precedented degree, arbiter of allocation of Governmrent
houses = I am referring to the mocdernisution programme and
indeed the vact majority of the houses that hzve been given
out over the last two years. Nr Speaker, it is & well known
fact that in the allocation of houses the question of the
state of the house as regards Public Kealth is an important
fector and it came to my knowledge in o meeting with the
Minister, and I use.this by way of illustration not by way
of substantiation of the motion, that there did not appear
to be or he did not appear to find at a particular stzge,
certain recommendations of the Public Healtkh Department
which I was under the impression from previous meetings, had
in fact been made by the Public Health Department and which
affected part’~ular applicants and also one housing estate,
namely, Varyl begge I was very surprised by this because
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the recommendation of the Putlic Health Department can
change the wvalue of an applicution almost overnight and it
1s very important for the applicant that the state of this
houce should be accurately znown by the Departments con-
cerned with the allocction, the Housing Department. I am
rot quite sure what happened to these recommendations, I

wes not speaxing on that occasion unprepared because-I had
been to see on one or two occasions the Chief Public Health
Inspector and I had written letters, 1 had also been to see
the Mlnister with ratters concerned with this, the Ninister
-of .Public Works, and I had written to the Chief Public
Health Inspector, to the Minister of Public Works and :ua a
nunbter of occasions seen the Minister for Housing and
written to the Minister for Housing in respect of some cases
ard it seemed to me that the Public Health Department was in
fact doing its Jot, in other words, that it was visiting
places, it was 1ssuing recommendations, it had issued a
nurnber of reccmnendations atout Varyl Begg, about individual
flats, and, collectively, about a number of flats, but these.
were not in the possession of, for instance, the Minister
for Housing-as I understood it from that meeting. It might
be that they were in fact going to the Public Vorks Depart-
ment but, for instance, in the case of Varyl Begg, because

" of the bigger decision which Government hzs to take and I
hope will t ake soon, the Public Works Department found it
difficult to tackle individual cases and so the value of

the recomrmendation of the Public Health Department was nil
as far as the applicant was concerned. This, Mr Speaker, .
these great issues of principle because Government, as 1is
known, is the biggest landlord in Gibraltar and conditions
of Government dwellings and Government obligations as land=-
lords affect a greater number of people than those in the
privaté ssctor and Government, being Government, is bound

to set an example 1n compliance with Public Health require-
zentse. I understand the difficulties of managing a very

big housing estate such as Government's is, but neverthe-
less I am ruch concerned with the fairness of the situation
where apparently most of the recommendations of the Public
‘Health Departrment which eventually find their way to court,
and I believe there is something like 2,000 nuisances re-
ported in the Medical and Eeslth Department Report for 1977,
2,000 no less are all cancerned with the private sector, in
other words, with the private sector complaints often be-
come actionable whereas with the public sector housing they
seer to in many cases not find their way to the right person,
the person responsible and I dare sven say, lle dormant for
iong periods of tire, I have a letter from the Minister for
Medical and Health Services and I have got correspondence
from various cases with the other Honourable gentleman con=
cerned but I do not want to ge into individual cases, I anm
not pleading a particular case, I am talking about the
situation s a whole which 1s to my mind most unsatisfactory.
Mr Speaker, another obligation which Government has as land-
lord and this touches upon individual cases but I am not
taking thea as such, which were raised at question time, the
case of those involved in Varyl Begg, for instance, where
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the llousing Departrent collects rent, or is supposed to
collect rent in respect of these prermises, snother obliga-
tion is to provide safe and good premises in a good state
of repair. This,to my mind, Governrent is in deanger of
incurring very serious liability for instance zt Varyl
Begg where conditions in some of the Tlats have not only

“been certified in the cases of one, for instance, ¥r

Speaker, which the Minister referred to st qucstion time,

" the person who had been moved to another flat, and the case

of another, the Paglietto case, which I mentioned, the
Public Health Depzotment had actually recemmended that the
house was unfit for human habitation and the people should
be moved or that a room should bz closed up and not bc used.
Now in these cases there is an obligution on the part of
Government, as Fublic Vorks, to put the matter right within
a reasonable period of time but yet in the cese of Mr
Rutherford, to mention one case, that haés been in existence
for a very lcng time and Public Works has becn producing
reports consistently about this. Nr Rutherford said on
television that there was actual danger from loose csbles
which might involve yet another Government Department, the
Fi.e 3rigade, from loose cables, and the water coming in
and this is a generalised corplaint in Varyl Begrg as all
three Ministers know. How can the Public Health Depart-—
ment bring pressure to bcar on the Government cnd what
happens if other Government Departrents éo not respcend,
especially in critical situaticns, to the recommendctions
of .the Public Health Department? Vhat would happén, Mr .
Speaker, to take another case in point, which we have hsad
in the House, vis-a-vis the Fire Brigade, the guesiion of
the keys that were lost when the fire at Curmanis House
toox place. I am talking ubout the relationship of certain
Departments which have a quasi Judicial function with the
doing Departments of Government. Nr Specsicr, there is
provision in the Public Heulth Ordinance for individuals,
Government tenants for instance, to take up the matter in
the courts, I think it is Section 84, of the Public Keslth
Ordinance, but most pecople do not take sdventagec of this,
in other words, an individual can take the Government to
ceurt, either the Housing Department it would probably be,
or the Public Works Department, for not complying with
certain standards, but this does not happen,whut is in fact
happening, generally spesking, is thut the Government is
takin§ private landlords to court, 2,0CC complaints in 1977.
I don®t think that Government tenants should be in such an
underprotectec situation, where the onus is placed on them
to raise complaints and take the matter to court, whercas
in the case of the private tenant it is the ‘Governrenti who
starts and finances'the sction in the court. This is an
important point of principle, as I say, and it affects a
good sector of the community. MNr Speazker, the other thing
in respect of the Public Works Departrent, is what parti-
cular repairs can be carried out reasonably in & particular
house., The Minister knows of a case in Levil's Gap Road.
There certain , zople were given premises for the time being,
and the Chief Minister referred to this sort of case earlier
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in the proceedings of this House, where social cases are
given accommccdation, the house which they are given is
known to be in a not too good state of repair, sometimes
even in a dangerous state of repair, and the Public Works
Departrent, because of its workload or whatever, is unable
to carry out the necessary repairs because the building is
goirg to be pulled down at some future unspecified date,

or a date which might be flexible and the Housing Depart-
ment is not in a position to give the tenants alternative
accormodation. In these cases, what is the view of the

_ Governrent, what should happen in these cases, who should
éecide what should happen, how much weight should each of
the three Departments involved have in making a recommenda-—
tion about a particular case? A good number of the cases
in the Housing List are, in fact, of this type. Are there
regular meetings, Mr Speaker, between the Ministers con-
cerned? Are there regular meetings, between the Heads of
Departrments concerned? Are there regulesr meetings at a
core working level? Are files kept in some central point,
for instance, the Housing Depsrtment, which contains =211
the information sbout a particular case. I could show many
examples, kr Speaker, of cases which come where it is the
¥embers of the Opposition, or whoever, who has to bring to-
gether the various bits of information into the central
Lousing file. That, M¥r Speaker, sheuld not be the job of

a Member of the Opposition or whoever is making represen-—
tations, or of the applicant who often has to run around
conveying views of different departments so that it can be
incorporated into a particular file. And if decisions are
taken without &ll the information belng there, can we say
that the decisionsare fair to all the applicants concerned?
So, Mr Speeker, I would commend the motion to the House and
as the House knows I have not brought it lightly, I have

made my investigations and attended meetings and written lm‘

letters but I have not bothered to read them to the House.
I am sure thst the Ministers concerned will agree that it
is 1in the interest of applicants and in the interest of
fairness that these matter should be subject to rather
smoother functioning than they have been up to now. I
comrend the motione.

Mr Speaker proposed'the queution in the terms of the Hon
M Xiberras' motion.

HON A P XONTEGRIFFO:

¥r Spesker, firstly I would like to dispel the idea that
despite the fact that we issued 2,000 nuisance notices in
the private sector, that we haven't got the same or more or
less the same problems that we get from the landlerd, in
this case, a Government landlord. As the Honourable Member
well knows we take nuisance notices to court, they are
given 90 days in which to put the thing right, in many
cases they do not comply and you get another date for a
hearing, they are fined and given another 90 days, 90 ..rys
g0 by, you go for another court order which takes another
3 or 4 months and about a year has gone by before anything
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uas bren done though, admittedly, in this particular case,
the Zrivate lendlord is punished to the extent of £25 in
the first instance and I think it 1s £5 penalty for every
day on the second occasion that it is teken to court. Ve
find difficulties too that after all the repsirs have been
done and everything appears to be alright, six months later
the rcof's carry on leaking and the same problems erises
again, s0-it is a constant and continuous process which we
carry out irrespective of whether it is the Government or

a private landlord. Whatever the law prescribes, se pass
on that information and those recommendations either to
Public Werks or to Housing. MNasinly to Public Works when

it is a question of repairs and t> both when it is & ques-
ticn of remedial dampness for which the tenant might get
points. We do supply all the information and in the case
that the Honoursble Leader of the Opposition mentioned that
there was nothing in the file, I think there is a reason-
able explanation and perhaps the Minister for Housing might
care to explain because that wes brought to my notice, I
was very annoyed and asked why it had not been sent and of
course it had been sent, it had been sent but apparently
there are different sort of files in the Housing Depart-
ment and it appeared in one file %ut not in the other, Ws
act without fear or favours but the oniy thing is of course
that we do not take Government to court, we dc not tske
ourselves to court, that I can accept and it is well xnown
that we don't.

HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, could I ask the Minister what response in fact
is there in the majority of cases from the Goverarent and,
secondly, to whom do recommendations of his Department -
ebout Varyl B: g Estate go?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

Varyi Begg Estate go to Public Works. When it is a whole
block or a number of tenants it goes to Council of Hinisters.
As to what response there is, sometimes we gel & good re-
sponse and sometimes we do not get such a good one. I am
afraid that is as far as I am able to say at this particula
moment. I think the Honoursble Minister for Fublic Works
wil. Inform the House thet some sort of working ad hoc
committee will meet soon so that my Department at least
will get some Jjoy of seeing that some of the things that

are sent across to other Departments are proceeded wita ex-
pediency taking into account the difficulties that other
Departrnents may have in their hands, too. That must also
be taken into account,.

HON P J ISOLA:

I wouid like to sz, something in support of the motion. I
think the Honoursble the Leader of the Opposition has put
forward a very real problem of a Department of the Govern-
ment scrving notice or making reports because as the
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Minister for ¥edical Services says they cannot teske them-
selves to court, but making reports sbout nuisances and
these not being done or complied with whereas at the same
time the same department is serving notices on private
landlorcds, for example, who may have the same sort of
difficulty and problems that the Government has but who 1if
they don't do it ars taken to court and made to do it and
I cannot see the Government having, in principle, any
greater problems dealing with the situation of tenants
than the private landlords have. It is a bigger landlord,
Yes, but on the other hand it has a vast Department, the
Public Works that can deal with this matter Judging from
what we spend on the matter end I am sure it is very frus-
trating on the Public Health Inspectors of the Department
when they find they have to take private landlords to ;
court for not complying with nuisances and they find these
very same nuisances existing in their employer's houses
and nothirng being done about it. I think this 1s bad,
frustrating and of course it is very wrong in principle as
ry Honourable Friend the Leader of the Opposition has
pcinted out. I think it would be useful if the Minister
for Public Works were to give us some idea percentagewise,
how many complaints or notices or reports from the Public
- Werks Department are in fact complied with by them within
a period of, say, 6 months. I think it would be interesting
for the House to have those figures. The other point I ’
wanted to make is, the last speaker said in an aside while
my Honourable Frlend was speaking that it was Section 89
cf the Ordinance which enables somebody who makes a com-
plaint to a Justice cof the Peace, to get an order made even
against the Government in the sense that the court can
direct the Government to abate the nuisance. Well, I would
like to ask somebody on the Government side to say whether
i1 they get an order from the court to abate the nuisance
whether they will in fact debate 1t because my next ques-
tion would Ve, and it is probably more directed to the
Ronourable and Learned the Attorney-Genersl, that if the
Gevernment does not abate the nuisance who does the court
send to prison and if the court fines the Government it
- just comes out of one pocket, charged to one vote and
eppears in the other vote so, in fact, is this section that
the M¥inister for Medlcal Services has spoken about one of
which the general public, tenants, can avall themselves
because if at the end of the day the court orders the
Government to abate the nuisence and the Government doesn't
abate it, what can the court do about it? If the Honourable

and Learrned the Attorney-General tells me that they can bring

the Director of Public Works into Jeil for not having done
that then this could be a progressive movement, and I am
sure the work would then be done very quickly but if, in
fact, as a result of an order from the court the Government

just doesn't comply with it and nothing further can be dons,’

Low can one expect & Government tenant to go to court, it
is just a waste of time. I would certainly like to hear

which my Honourable Friend has put that it is not right
tha. 4 tenant should have to go through the expense of
taking the Government to court whilst in the private sector
a private tenant does not have to go to that expense, the
Government does it for them but I would be interested, Mr
Speaker, to have answers to these questions from the

* Minister for Public Works.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I wonder whether the House could be told how wmany notices
have been served on the Government as landlords and due to
unfitness and hazard to health sad what the result has teene.
I think that if the answer 1s very negative perhaps the
suggesgion that my Honourable Friend has Jjust made could be
pursued.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Sir, dealing with another aspect of the matter, no doubt
the Minlster will take note of what the Honourabie Memher
has seid, but I think perhaps this 1s the most eppropriate
time, I have to remind Honourable Members that the Public
Eealth Ordinance is the Public Health Ordinance which was
administered by the City Ccuncil before the smalgaration
and that in fact it was the statutory duty of the Muaicipal
Authority to ensure thet nulsance notices that were served
and that nulsences were abated. In respect of thé Govern-
ment, 1t was never found necessary or, in fact, it was
never the practice to take the Government to court but the
Honourable Mr Isola brother as City Counciilor, was a great
scout cn the question of the list of Abatement Notices be-
cause the problem has been there all the time, in fact it
probably got 1. .ie because of the bigger number of houses
and lapsed leases which people have left back into th=
Government. The procedure - and I think this is why there
is thils pravision in section 89 which meant that somebody
else had the authority and not the Governnment itself - the
procedure was that a notice was served on the Government
by the Fublic Health Department for the absterent of the
nuisance in the same way and in the same form as it is done
in respect of the private landlord and whether it was com-
plied with or not, 1t was followed up in exactly the seme
way and when of course there was this time leg and this
lack of follcwing them up and there was this outcry saying:
"You are making the landlord do one thing and the Govern-
ment the other," in order %o satisfy the Council, ss it
then was, that the Government was complying, or st least

to keep the Council informed of what happened in what was
callied the Miscellaneous Papers, Reports and Returms which
were circulated to members while the meeting was on, there
were certain files and water reports end all sorts of things
and we came to build up a list of Nuisance Notices served on
the Government, tiz sort of informastion that is being asked

. now from the Minister, which he may or may not have aveileble,
3 : but that was a cumulative list which wass published every fort-
159. . night at the Council meeting. There was always a big list of
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something on that and of course there is the other argurcat



. matter for the Attorney-General. I just want to draw the o
attention of the House that this situation arises out of . ) B

items which was left pending or rather which the Council
was urging the Government to carry out. Despite the fact
that, it 1s the sere authority now, on one hand and the
other, the same thing happens really because the Health
Department does its work irrespective of who the landlord:
is. They have to do their statutory duties, they are con-
cerned with health matters and they do not, and I can vouch
to that, they are not partial if it is CGovernment property
and therefore let it go, short of seeking authority to take
the Government to Court, if they can do that, that is a

the fact that the Public Health Ordinance, except for a
few amendments, 1f you look at section 88 of the Public

Fealth Ordinance you will see that it was amended by regu=- TN B

latiors of the 28 May, 1970, but section 89 remains un-
changed. So section 89 is in exactly the same position
now as it was when the Council and the Government were two

different institutions. : e

KON H J ZAKMITT:

¥r Speaker, Sir, I will not dwell for one second on the
legality or dllegality of section 89, but I think T should
reply to something that the HonOLratlc the Leader of the
Cpposition has said with regard to the question of liaison
between Government Departments. In the case of the Housing
Department, Mr Spesker, if a Government owned dwelling is
found to be unfit for human habitation and is certified as
vhfit for human habitation and I think I should say here
that one must differentiate between the present position

at Varyl Beépg and the remaining housing block because we
know that there are some things at Varyl Begg that wes can-
rot at this moment take direct decisions on but in normal i
Lousing estetes, in normal Government housing, if the Putlic
Health Depsrtment condemn a house and say 1t is unfit for
human habitation, it inveriably sends a copy to the Director
of Public Works and then the Public Works Department would
inform Housing that that house is, say, in a state of .
collapse, tc put it in a more dramatic state, and then of
course the Housing Department invariably re-house these
persons as best they can, that *s where there is danger of
possible collapse.

HON ¥ XIBERRAS:

But not necessarily because it has been declared unfit for
humen habitation.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Well; if it is unfit for human habitation, yes. We do our
utmost to try and assist. It 1s not applicable in scme
cases, particularly in the sociel cases, end I think I
should elaborate on that. Mr Speaker, we have had inc~.nces
in which the lLeader of the Opposition did not go into detail
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" but about which some reference has been -mzde in particular to

+1e address. If it is a socigl case, Mr Speaker, of someboly
who is, let us say, thrown out of his house by his in-laws or
parents and is rendered homeless and because of the lack of

- housing he 1s offered something well known to Government not

to be in the best of conditions, that person is tcld: "This"
is what we can offer you, it is not to the stanéard that we
would like & to be, but this is what is available." Vhat is
unfair is that these people, because don't forget that there
are other people living with social problems and having to
live with them, unfortunately « « « o

MR SPEAKER:

Yes, but let us not go into details of social provlems and
whether some people take advantage of a particular situaticn.
What you are trying to say 1s that 1f a house is condemned

and considered to be unfit for human habitation, then the “
pol}cy of Government is to house the tenants, is that correct?

HON H J ZANKITT:

wvhat' I am trying to say, Mr Speaker, is that one has to show
a degree of fairness because there have been cases where
private landlords have accommodated 8 family unit into quite
pressed accommodation, that person automatically becomes sn
applicant on the housing waiting list and because cf the
state of the house, a public health report comes atout their
overcrowded situation and other circumstances, lack of normal
facilities, and these people jurp the queue snd there are
other people who are more resigned to living in pressed acco-
mmodaticn who feel that they are left behind z2nd may I sdd to
that, Mr Speaker, that no sooner has the Government or the
Housing Department housed these people, particulsrly {ron
private accomm»)?ition, that the landlord is able to put some-
body else there within a week or sc and sgain another spplica-
tion comes and lnat person carn jump the queue agein. I eam
not saying that these are condemned houses becauszs one thing
we have certainly made sure in the last few months is that if
a private lendlord gets a court order then the houses in ques-
tion cannot be let out and no application will be received
from Housing from ithat dwelling, but this wasn't the cuase in
the past. It is now being done. We have a system in the
Housing Department whereby there are two files. One is a
hous*ng file and one is a tenancy file sard through somre
omissicn one of the reports from the Public Heslth Lepartment
went into the tensncy file because this particular person
wasn't an applicant and therefore there was only one file.
There is coordination, NMr Speaker, and invariably if we do
get a Cirective from either Public Heelth Department and in
most cases confirmed by the Public Works Department that

the repair is of a major nature then of course we do our
utmost to re-house people. ur Speaker, what we have found
recently is that there has been e certain cry perticulsrly in
houses which are esrmarked within & developrent programme for
either demoliticn or modernisation end I think,quite hunestly,

162,



that it would be a waste of time and a waste of money for
Government to spend money in a house or in a block of houses
that we xnow very well are ecarmarked for modernisation and
we hope that some within this development programme and some
within the next development programne will have to be moder—
nised and therefore it would be a waste of money to spend
money on them now. But I would insist, Mr Speaker, that
tenants who are put there, particularly the social cases, are
informed that they can have the house, we accept they are not
up to the standards required, but Government is not prepared
to spend money in this type of house. Mr Speaker, I hope at
the next mceting of the House of Assembly to be able to
produce a more realistic Housing Allocation Scheme that will
to a degree do away with the present situation, particularly
as regards public health. The Honourable the Leader of the
Opposition referred to cases at Varyl Begg reported to the'
Housing Department as being unfit for human habitation and
that is not *the casee. '

HON M XIBERRAS:

I ssid in a dangerous condition and I mentioned the water in
the cables and lack of public health reports in the housing
‘files. " I also mentioned the case of Mr Baglietto where one
room had been condemned.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

I have the file of the Baglietto family here, Mr Speaker,
and we have a medical report and there is nothing I see from
the Public Health Department or even from the Public Works
Department that the house is unfit for human habitation.
There ls, of course, @ report from Public Works saying .lat
thzre are certain repairs to be carried out and there is
darpness in the walls.

HON ¥ XIBERRAS:

if fhe Honourable Member will give way. There is a letter
whign says that the Public Health Department have been
vigiting the Baglietto family at least one every six months.

HON H J ZAYMITT:

And it has not rendered the Baglietto flat as unfit for
human habitatione.

FON M XIBERRAS: o
They have closed a room.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

They may have closed a room, Mr Speaker, but they have not
rendered the house unfif{ for human habitation. i

v
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HON M K FEATHERSTORE:

Mr Speaker, I would confirm what has been said by my two
colleagues., There is a considerable measure of cooperation
between the three Departments, in fact, the number of letters
that are passed from one to the other and the number of times
members in one Department ring the other up are, perhaps, far
more than the Honourable Leader of the Opposition would realise.
The point mentioned by the Honoureble Major Pelizs sbout prohi=-
bition orders being put on Government is a point which does not
actually arise because s prohibition order is made by order of
the Court and since Government is not taxen to court they c¢o not
get prohibitic: orders but we do get letters from the Fublic
Health Department complaining sbout various nuisances which
should be abated and es far, as my Department is concerned,
they look at this as sympathetically as possible but they- do
divide the complaints into what are classified as immediate .

"nulsances and what are classified as secondary nuisances. A4n

immediate nuisance, for example, is somebody who has got a
blocked toilet, a blocked drain and this is dealt with, possibly,
within 24 hours. They are very quick to do these immediate
nuisances and in many instances we even send the emergency
peopte to do the Jjob late at night so that the nuisance can be
abated as rapidly as possible. In most instances the nuisance
has been abated even before the letter comes from the Public
Health Department because obviously the person conceraned heas
made a requisition to our depot and in most instances they
have been treated even before the letter comes through. What
we classify &s a secondary nuisance is not soniething which we
wish to be unsympathetic about, but where you get a complsint
of dampness in a wall and plaster coming off, this compleint
is so common in Gihraltar that we have to take each iteuw in
its turn and deal with it nn a roster system, we cannot simply
take Mr X because the Public Health Department has written us
a letter about Mr X when there are ¥r A, B and C with the
exactly the same complaint wailting patiently for us to do
something. .I would comment that we are getting at the moment
something like 12,000 requisitions a year and these are in-
creasing since our housing stock is going up in numbers. We
are managing at the moment to do around 11,000 to 11,500.
Regrettably, we are building up a little bit of backlog and
although we are. muking every effort to improve on this, such
f backlog does tend to become pernicious in so far that irf

you. h.ve a small leak in a roof or a small patch of dampness
in a wall, if you'don't deal with it in a matter of 3 to 6
months it becomes a severe lesk or a big patch in the wall
with the plaster falling off and consequent rurning of the
tenant concerned to the Public Health Department and more
letters coming through. We are also in very clcse contact
with the Housing Department and as has been said by the
Minister. we do get instances where a person on social grounis
has been housed and has been told and has sgreed at the time
that no wozk can be done in his house, yet this person does
imnmediately make a requisition to Public Works and in certain
instances where we can and where we feel it 1s really essentisl
we do some work there even though to some extent the money is
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wasted since that area is down for re-development or for
modernisation or pulling down or what have you. We do get
instances where we wish to ameliorate a situation and some-
tizes the tenant refuses to give us the cooperation we re-
quire. If we have to hack the plaster off the wa'll they
say we cannot do this because the furniture is going to be
damagec, they have nowhere else to put the furniture, and
they immedigely rush off to the Housing Departrent and say:
"The Public Vorks want to deal with my house, you must give
me somewhere in the meantime,” and by the meantime they
rean a new permanent accommodation. We have instances where
even in the Varyl Begg Estate we have tried to rewire and

{ the person concerned has said: "You cannot do the rewiring

as you wlsh to do it, on a surface, you have to chase it in

\~_£236;;}13," and this 1s something that we resist because it
is

policy to chase wiring in walls. Therefore they
would not allow us to put surface wiring and they continue
with the temporary wiring and at the same time they are
putting pressure on the Housing Department that their wiring
is net satisfactory and they should be given a new flat. As
the Honourable Minister for Medical Services has said, we
are setting up & committee which will comprise members of
the Public Health Department, the Public Works Department

‘and the Housing Department, to try and coordinate as much

as we cen so that the most urgent cases are dealt with first,
%e can pull them out of the requisition list and try and
give the besth service we can. I would continue to say that
we have a tremendous amount of work to do and there are times,
for example, when you have very wet weather, when you cannot
immediately ameliorate a situation because weather conditions
will not allew# you to do so. If, for example, you have to
strip a roof it is no good doing it during this month of
Feoruary when you get iwo dasys of sunshine and you say: “’low
I can take the roof off" and suddenly the next day you have
thunder and lightning and torrential downpours. You have
perforce to wait until the time is more propitiocus and then
you g=t on with the specific jobs of roofing and dampness.
I think, therefore, the Honourable Mover of the motion can
rest assured that there is a strong measure of cooperation -
between the three Departments, a strong desire on the part
of the Public Works Department to cooperate. I can see in-
stances where we cooperate with the Public Health Department
even when it 1s not our duty to do so. One very simple
example, I can tell the Honourable Memdber, that there is an
area in Gibraltar where there is an sccumulation of rubbish
in & patio and this has been classified as a fire risk. By
rights the Public Health Lepartment should take the person
concerned to court, get a court order and get him to remove
this nuisance but Public Works are doing it because we want
to remove the fire risk as rapidly as possible and we cannot
walt for the rather longdrawn out procedure which can occar
with courts as we have scen, for example, I think we had a
question at the last House of Assembly about No. 221 Main
Street which-has been dragging on for two years. I hope he
will understand that we are cooperating on the three levels
as much as we can, we intend to improve this cooperation with.
our new Ad Hoc committee and as far as we can possibly do it
we will give .the test service to our temants that we possidly
Cine .
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I would like to clarify some of the legal ques=-
tions that have been reiszd and in particular the spectre

of the Director of Public Works threastened with imprisonment,
Part 2 of the Ordinance does of course place on the Govern=-

.ment a duty to take Bteps in respect of nuisances btut I

thirk the main thrust of section 89 in as much as it refers
to the Government, is to provide that where somebody has wace
a complaint concerning a stetutory nuisance the court, as an
alternative to other remedies, may direct the Government to
take steps in the matter. The implicaticn of section £6 does
appear to be that it is contemplated that there may be a
nuisance order made against the Government. My Honourable
Colleague, the Minister, I think, might have misunderstood
that although I would also add that it is obviously a very
unusual step to take. I think it will be clear from what has
bteen said that in effect the Covernment is aware of its
statutory duty in this matter and if I may revert sgain %o
the Director of Public Works, I would certainly advise that
Government cbserve the law. However, while Government have

a duty to observe the law and would observe the lesw, of
course the normal sanctions which apply to individuals axe
not appropriate in the case of the Crown itself so I think
that one may rest easy that there is no prospect of a part=-
icular gnblic officer going to jail.

MR SPEAKER:

-

If there are no other contribuvors I
to replye. ’

will csli on the umovex

HON M XIBERRAS:

Thank you, Mr Spesker. May I first of &all thank the Attorney-
General for that view which he has expressed, for that .opinion
that he has given the House, and I am very glad to hear it as

‘" at least potentially the same sanction is available if I under-.

stood him correctlye.
HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mpr Speaker, what I said, in fact, was that the Government will
cbservz the law which was a general principle of administira-
tion. Government is not lisble tc the immediate senctions
which private individuals are liable to ovut it will observe
the lawe.

. HON M XIBERRAS:

I still thank him but I understood differently. We do have
now a tight situation in Government whers the Government
exercises ouite considereble powers in Gibraltar, there being
no local authority and no central Government now, end whilst

I entirely agrec with the Attorney-General that there is an
obligation on the part of Governreat to observe certain stan-
dards, I must at the same time, lir Speaker, express my concarn
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at the apparent lack of concern araxst Government Ministers
with the present situation. The problem is a very real one,
Mr Speaker, it affects a good number of people, almost every
day of their lives, and much of the running around that these
people have to do between Government Departments is connected
with the state of their dwellings and on this score though I
am glad to hear that a co-~ordinating committee is being
set up between departments, I do not know whether this is as

a result of the motion or not, but I am glad about that and

I would lixe to see public expression of concern on the part

of the Government and I hope that Government will, in fact,
support the motion to express this concern because, M1 -~ ,eaker,
I do not think that the situation gives as much grounds for
conplacency ds the Mirister for Public Works, who unfortunately
is the person who carries the brunt of actually doing the work.
For instance. may I Just briefly quote the Baglietto case which
has been mentioned already. When I went to see the Minister

he said he would have people immediately there to look at the
Baglietto house and I in fact went across the way to chase up
the llinister for Housing who wasn't there at the time, left

him a rote saying that the Minister for Public Works agrees
that a team should be sent down immediately to look at the
house, but needs your authority tc do so or at least needs
‘some sort of requisition from you to do so. Nobody turned up,
¥r Speaker, I think the next person who turned up was in fact
the Governor who went on a visit and spoke to the Baglietto
farily and the Bagliettc family apparently were still waiting
for this immedliate action to be taken in pursuance of a Public
Health Report, Mr Speaker, which apparently was not made and
was certainly not in the file of the Minister for Housing at
the time, the Public Health Report concerned with the closing
up: of one of the rooms of the Baglietto family. 8o, Mr Speaker,
on one particular case, maybe I was unlucky, on one particular
case there are certainly no grounds, to ry mind for the Govern-
ment not supporting tre motion and expressing concern over the
situation. 7The other thing which I would like to comment on.

is the aistinction which the Honoureble Mr Zammitt, the Minister

for Housing, tried to draw between Varyl Begg and other Govern-
ment dwellings, not a valid'distinction, Mr Speaker, on grounds
of public health in my view because tenants at Varyl Begg are
entitled to the protecction of public health legislation as any
other Governrment tenant and this issue, Mr Speaker, i1s connected
with the question of the special contract which we had earlier
when even the Government recognised that in respect of Varyl
Begg the Government itself, as landlord, was in need of special
protection, Mr Speaker. I do not ogree with the Minister for
Housing that a distinction is possible on the grounds that
Government is unable to do the work which it should do,
apparently, to meet public health standards. Mr Speaker,
weight has been given in the debate to both aspects of the
motion, he gquestion of the private sector and the question

of what action 1s possible aid what response can be obtained
from moves started by public health. Mr Speaker, the situation
is aggravated by the fact that Government housing stock is not
in a good ctate of repair and therefore standards, Mr Speaker,
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of Government housing stock are subject to ancd can be legit-
imatcly subject to criticism and the compuriscon between some
Government sto<k and private landlorés who are prosecuted is
quite a close one, Mr Speaker, they are practicaslly the same
bad state of repair. I am not pleased, Er Spesker, with the
response the motion has cobtained from Ministers as to their
attitude to the problems involved. They are notoricus, Nr
Speaker, these problems and we are no nesrer getting pressure
on Government, as landlords, for the correction of these
faults. I am not saying that they are not trying hard enough,
what I am saying i< that we have a Public Health Ordinance
there and we have a quite considerable shortfall, Nr Speakery
in the meeting of standards by these Governrent Departments.
It is not a satisfactory state of affalrs or & fair position
for the community as a whole. One last point I would make
and that is theobligations of the Minister for Housing ss land-
lord to the tenants. Those are quite distinct, Lr Speaker,
to other obligations. There are many people, over 20C cases
of non~payment of rent, I believe, in Varyl Begg Estate.
That is in response to the state of the houses. That is
evidence, Mr Speaker, in that particular area and has not
spread to the rest of Gibraltar, ¥Mr Speaker, because there
has r=¢n a concentrated reaction in Varyl Begg Estate but
that is evident that a problem exists and that conczrn
shculd be shown by the Government, their losses of rent, Mr
Speaker, and there are people who are tasking it upon them-
selves individually, not advised by any associaticn, not to
pay rent and they are taking a risk with it anag they eare
putting their money aside sgsinst the day when they have to
pay up. There has been no reduction in rent{ for these cases
s0 there are grounds for concern, Nr Spesker, in that situa-
tion. If Goverument is ccncerned about the Varyl Begg situa-
ion and it is not concerned sbout the non-payment of rent,
well, I don't know. How can.Government say that they are not
concerned snd not support the motion¥ So, Mr Speaker, I hope
the Government does reconsider and votes in favour of this
motion.

Mr Speaker then put the question and cn a veote being taken
the following Hon Members voted in favour: ,

.

The Hon P J Isola

The Hon Major R J Peliza
The Hon G T Resteno

The Hon M Xibe:ras

The following Hon Members voted against:

The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon A J Canepe

The Hon M X Featherstone
The Hon Sir Joshua Hasgan
The Hon A P Montegriffo
The Hon J B Perez

The Hon A W Serfaty

The Hon Dr R G Valarino
The Hon H J Zammitt

The Hon D Hull

The Hon A Collings
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following Hen Members were absent from the Chamber:

The Hon J Bossano
The Hon ¥ajor F J Dellipiani

- The motion was accordingly defeated.

The House recessed at 1,10 pm,
The House resumed at 3625 pita
MR SPEAKER:

The next motion i1s a motion moved by the Honourable Mr Joe
Bossano on the 24th of Octcber, 1978, which has been adjourned
on two consecutive meetings. 'The state of the motion, as I
recall, 1s that Mr Bossano moved the motion, then Mr Restano
took the flcor immediately after that and proposed an amend-
ment which was defeated, then Mr Canepa spoke on the main
motion and he was followed by Nr Isola who in the course of
his address moved en amendment to the motion to read that

the motion be.amended by the addition after the word "unit"
cf the words "under British sovereignty". To this particular
amendment Mr Bossano, the Chief Minister anéd Major Peliza
have spoken. Therefore we now have the floor open to any
dember who wishes to speak on the amendment.

HON CHIZF MINISTER:

¥r Speeker, vzfore we procced with the debate I would just
like te report that at some stage the Heonourable Major Peliza

uggested at the time that I should seek a consensus on this.
I have tried but it has not been found possible and therefore
we are whére we left it.

HON X XIBERRAS:

¥r Speaker, just befcre the House broke up when the motien
was being debated or the 25ph of October, I had a brief in-
tervention when the Chief Minister moved the adjournment of
the House Zn which I made i1t clear thzt for my colleagues
and nyself, this matter was 2 matter o¢f considerable import-
ance and since then, spesking with the Chief Minlster, I have
made it cliear to him that this 1s a matter of fundamental
izportance for my colleagues and myself. The position, as I
ou*llned it in that brief intervention, was that having con-
sidered all that hadé been said on thls mction and heving con-
sidered also what was caid on the motion on the right to our
scil proposzed some time back by the same mover, we felt that
much of the debate and essentially the debate on this motion
now bvefore the House, inveolved the basic principle which has
been discussed at some lengtl on that occasion when the motion
on the right to our-soil had been discussed. It was for this
veason that we felt that, if possible, a consensus should be
rrived at. Mr Specaker, the consensus which was reached on
the motion cf thas right to our soil was read out by ne towards

169.

the end ol the last meeting and we feel that this incorporales,
cosiirehensively, all the aspects of the gquestion before the
House. If, indeed, the Government feels t“at both asmendrents
nne moved by my Honourable Friend Mr Restano, and the other

at present before the House are inedequate or insppropriste, N
I suggested then et the end of the last meeting, then we .
should have a reaffirmation of the motion which was .unanimously
carried by the end of the meeting in which we discussed the :
right to ocur soil, The text of that motion is available ‘to
Members on pages 185 and 186 of the Eansard of the 24th of
October, 1978, I wrs quoting, in fact, the previous meeting.
That motion, Mr Speaker, 3peaks sbout the people of Gioreltar
being inseparable from the territory of Gitraltar.

MR SPEAKER:

I would like to make one thing clear. W=z are now speaking
exclusively on Kr Isola's amencment and notking else., I
think you still hasve the right to speak on the main issue

in due course. It ies the addition of the words "under
BEritish sovereignty" that is the subjept natter of the gucs-
sdon now before the House,

r.

HON M XIBERRAS:

I am merely doing this, Mr Spesker, becnuoe of the hiatus and
because I would like to leave the House in no 40v\u &8s to how
my colleagues and myself feel on the matter which is the sub-
stance of the amendment at pressent before the House, ¥p
Speaker, in the course of the previous motion on which the
House was scmewhat divided, Memters atiempted to reach z con-
sencus and vhere were appeals from the other side, from ithe
Honourable Mr Montegriffo to the Honourable kEr Ecssano, co
that there could be unanimity of views on this matter. I
share what -was seid by the Honourable Mr ¥ontegriffc znd oy
the Honourable and Gallant kajor Pelize that in thesze matterz
there sheuld, in so far as possible, be unanimity of views,
tut we respect the Eonoureble Nr Rossazno's right to dissent
as we, for our part, would have the right to dissent. But
there is a consideraticon here which perhaps dicd nci apply te
the previous mction, and that is that the subject has, in
fact, already been discussed and amply discussed by this
House and unenimity was possible on that occasion, orn an
amendrent, if I recall correctly. drafted not by this side
although I cannct guite recall who exactly wmoved it., Thercs
fore, Mr Speaker, it would be a shame that if on group“% of
inappropristeness or on procedural gr ounds, the House verP

to divide on this most basic of issues. I wish to zdd
nothing slse to what I have tc say at this stsge excepl to
repeat thet it is a matter of fundamental importence for
Honourable Kembers on this side, it affects the whole posi-
tion of Cibraltar for arguments which I will make clear, if
necessary, at a later stage, and I do hope that the common
approach which has been possible in the pest not onl; within
this House bu!: far from Gibralter, can be meintained. I wish
to leave no'roox for ambiguity, I wish to state the posiilion
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absolutely clearly. In respect of the amendment, Mr

Spezker, I would support the arpéndment if there is no in-
dication that the consensus rmotion to which I have alluded
will be acceptable but I am sure my Honourable and Learned
Priend will withdraw his amendment to allow the House to -
adopt, 1If it so wishes, a consensus motion at the appropriete
stage.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, what I want to say, Sir, is that we are likely
- to forget what has happened and therefore it is a bit of &
lopsided debate in this matter'end the Eonourable Mem.~.. on
the amendment has spoken sbout other natters and I would
Just like to refer back to Hansard.

MR SPEAKER:

¥ay I regiﬂé the Honoureble the Chief Minister that he still
has the rignt to spesk on the main questione. .

HON CEIEF MINISTER:

Yes, but I do not want to use it now because now-we are
only on the: amendment of the Honourable Mr Isola .on which
I have already spokene.

" ¥R STEAKER:
In other woids, Xr Bossano has given way to you.
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The diffjculty that we find ourselves now is in the reality
of the detate because we are dealing now with matters which
were said in October and the essence of the debate is the
fact that the 1deas are in front of Members when discussing
a matter. Now it is dead in the sense that is has been
stagnant since October and I can only say that the Hansard
says why I spoke against the amendment and I don't want to
repeat myself because I don't want to lose the right to
speek on the general question. We are also concerned about
this matter. The Honourable the Leader of the Opprosition
has referred to this and how this arose. Certainly it wes
prepared on thig side, in fact, it was more or less in the
sace situation and I was asked to look for consensus and
cvertually after discussions inside and cutside the House

I produced something but I think it was moved From the
other side but it did not matter because it was & unanimous
cne ard it doesn't matter who moves anything it is going
to te asccepted unanimously. In this case we have given the
reasons why we feel that the amendment that has been so far
moved 1imits the concept which the motion seeks to esteblish
which 1s onc of general application.
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HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I completely support the amendment but befére
giving the reasons for my support I would like to take this
opportunity of taking up Mr Bossano on a subject thaw he
troached during his intervention and on a subject, in fact,
that he loses no opportunity of bringing up in this House

on every occasion possitle, end that is his repeated accusa-
tions and insinuations that the three Members, of this House
who were formerly with him in the GDM have chesnged their
policies on the subject matter of this amendment. I would
not presume to ansvyer on behall of the other two Kerbers,
those who have crossed the rloor, I am sure that the
Honourable Dr Valarino and the Honourable and Leerned Mr
Perez are quite capeble of answering for themselves so I
speak for myself only. As far as the policy of GDM was
concerned, I think if one takes & look at the menifesto of
the GDM one will see that what we said st the time of the
elections was that in the simplest terms what we want is
that we should have a tirm undenisble right over the terri-
tory and not be merely tenants. This would itean a re-
definition of our present relationship with Britain. There
is nc question there of there being sny other interpretation,
it .us a re-definition of our position with Britain. -GDM
were asking for decolonisation but not decolonisation without
the British iinks, I can recall ulso the intervention ai the
Ceremonial Opening of this House by the iion Nr Bossano when
he was Leader of the Opposition speakirg on nehalf of the
four Members of the GDM whom he represented here in this.
House and of the GDM as a whole. He said; "Memdbers of this
House have taken todey an Oath of Alleyiance of lcyalty to
the Britie% Crown, an Ta%h of Allegiance which I think re-
flects accurately the loyalty and the Teeling of the people
of Gibrsltar for the British Crown." I sm Just bringing up
these points because in his insinuations and accuSntions the
Hon Mr Bossano has been saying or implying that I have
changed my policy by not being with him any more znd this
has come up time and time agein. I would even quote the
Honourable and Learned Chief Mirnister in a moticn when he

on the same subject said in November: "In so far zs ine
political side 1s concerned I do not remerber in ihe course
of the election campaign of thes Gibreltar Democratic love-
ment any affirmation of continuéd British sovereignty on the
part of the Party so I think it wes taken for grented snd I
do not dispute that that would bave been the attitude had
they been asked." The attitude, at least as far as 1 anm
concerned, is exactly the same, my policy is exactly the
same as the policy which 1 held when I stood for electiion

as a Member of the Gibraltar Democratic Movement. In fact,
I made it quite clear, too, in an interview with a locsal
weekly paper when I said: "The problem of Gibraltar was

that Spain wanted sovereignty over thes Rock and we Gibralte
arians are net prepared that sovereignty shca]d be passed
to Spain, the fact that we are not part of Spain ncr do we
wish to become Spanish. We are Gi braltarians and we &re
British and v u}sh to remain that way". This interview
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was when I was a Member of the GDM and in fact this inter-
view took place iwo years ago, in February 1977. On the
question of whether the soil of Gibraltar should bélong to
the people of Gibraltar I said:  "Yes, very definitely, this
should not be interpreted as a call for independence. The
soil of Gibraltar should belong to the people in the same
way as the soil of the Channel Islands telongs to the
Channel islanders whilst sovereignty of both the Channel
Islands and Gibraltar lies with Great Britain.”

HON J BOSSANO:

If the Honourable Kember will give way. Can I ask why, when
he is expressing all those sentiments, he cannot in fact
accept the motion which is a direct quotation from his mani-
festo? . .

HON G T RESTAIIO:

Yes, Mr Spe;ker, that 1s why, in fsct, I referred to and I SR

quoted from the Chief Minister's address. Whereas it was

taken For granted that what the GDM was asking for was de-
colonisztion whilst retaining the British links, this part-

icular motion as far as I can see it, the motion as it

stands 1is an‘'incomplete motion because it does not zive the :
complete and total impression of what the people of Gibraltar i
want, it is 8 1little smbiguous, if I may put it that way. It
is a 1little ambiguous because it could be interpreted in many
wayse. That is the reason why I am bringing up this question
of the Britishness and the British sovereignty over Gibraltar. \
Azain, when the Honourable Mr Perez and myself resigned from i

the Gibraltar Democratic Movement, we did say in a letter to ‘ i

¥r Bossano that: "We think there 1s a need to make a publie
stand on the fundamentals. The fundamental issue in our

minds, is to safegusrd Gibraltar's future and to ensure its b

economic stability, This is why we all stood as Members of
trhe GD¥. ¥e believe there is a need for us to state cate=
gorically that we adhere to the principles on which we were
elected, that is, the decolonisztion of Gibraltar whilst
retaining cur British links. However, very regrettably, it

- is becoming increasingly obvious to us that the GDM, far

from becoming identified with the principles on which it

was elected, decolonisation but keeping Gibraltar British,
seems to be moving in a direction that could put this at :
risk. We think we can best retain our position by resigning
from GDY¥ because it no longer seems to mpresent what we
stood for at the elections." Then, cf course, the sequence
of events as far as I am concerned was that I joined the
Opposition Parliamentary Group which made its policies known
in ro uncertain terms and then at a subsequent date joined
the Democratic Party of British Gibraltar which by its name
makes its position absolutely clear. As far as I am con-
cerned, ¥r Speaker, there has been no change at all in my
position and I suppose that the reason why the Honourable

¥r Bossano continues at every possible opportunity to hring
up thess insinuations and sccusations is that he has a very
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severe bout of sour grapes that he is'where he is and that
he is not still the Leader of the Opposition. Perhaps the
Honourable Doctor may be sble tc prescribe something to
alleviate his continued bout of sickness but irn any csse
since the elections there have of course been new develop-.
ments as far as Gibraltar is concerned ss far as I see it
and I think it started with the visit of ¥r Frank Judd in
September « + « o

MR SPEAKER:

I em afraild that I must call you to order. It is exclusively
the amendment that we are talking atout. You have had your
contribution on the general debate and I don't think it is
fair on other Members. that I should allow you tc continue in
this vein. We want to hear whether you agree that the words
Yunder British sovereignty" should be sdded.

HON G T RESTANO:

What I was going to say, M¥r Speaker, is that since the elec-
tions there has been a very favourable change, as far as I
can see it, which started with the visit of ir Frank Judd

to Gibraltar. I think he was the very first perscn who
stated quite categorically publicly that Eritain recognised
the wishes of the people of Gibraltar. Of course we had
had before that correspondence from the Foreign andi Common=
wealth Secretary, the later ¥r Crosslaend, who suid that the
interests of the people was for the British Government to
decide and in fact this was one of the reasons why the GDM
came into existence. Then of courcse that statement of ¥r
Judd was reaffirmed very strongly br Dr Cwen and it has
been repeated by Dr Owen on many cccasions and recently of
course it has agaln been reaffirmed by Mrs Thatcher in =
letter to the Leader of the Opposition. The smendirent, M-
Speaker, adding the words "under British sovereigaty® by

my Friend Mr Peter Isola, I think puts the motion in the
right concépt and in the right terms, It is the accurates
way of describing the way the people of Gibraitar feecl gbou’
their decidedly right aspirations of decolonisation but
within the sphere of British sovereignty. I think fer the
Government to vote against that amendment could give a very,
very wrong impression indeed, it could give the impressiocn
that in fact the Government warted something else rather thean
what the Honourable Nover of the amendment wishes tc in-
trcduce and I appeal to the Government to reconsider its
decision to vote against the amendment. I think it would
be rather irresponsible to give that wrong impression, that
wrong impression which could be taken and interpreted very
differently not only across the border but in Britain ss
well. So, Mr Speaker, I support the amendment for the-
recasons given and I hope that the Chier Minister will re-
consider his position and, as the Honourable tie Leader of
the Opposition has said, if he finds other terminclogy that
he prefers along ivne same lines, we will be very happy to
look into it favourably. :
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HON A J CANZPA: ' IRV

Mp Speaxe we cannot accept this amendment on the Government -
side because we consider that it undermines the status and '

the rights of the people of Gibraltar with respect to the
uerrltory in which they have been born and where they happen - -. . .
to live. I explained I remember, in an’earlier intervention - ..

on kr Restano's amendment, the concept which the AACR had
followed over the years with regard to the indivisibility of - ) .
the people and territory and I quoted from an article which L
had been published in-the Gibraltar Evening Post%, in my name, - -
based almost entirely on a speech at one of our Party Con-
ferences on a motion very closely relatéd to this matter. e
The peorle and the territory of Gibraltar are ®r Gibraltarians
an ingseparable unit, an indivisible unit, regardless of what

sort Of sovereignty there were to be over Cibraltar. And if

we are going to gqualify that by the addition of the words .
"under British sovereignty", the expression that it is going

to be given is that it is only under British sovereignty and
with British sovereignty that the people of Gibraltar and ihe
territory are an inseparable unit and that if there was a R
change of sovereigniy, God forbid, which we don't. want, then. .
we would not necessarily be an *nseparable unit and this we

cannot have. One doesn't want and one will not visualise a : :l',“

change of soverelgnty, but I think it 1s the duty of Members -
in the House today not to undermine a concept of this sort
by qualifying it in this wey and with all .due respect for

the Honourzble Xr Restano to say that if the Governmemnt votes Z”,“. ?

azainst Mr Peter Isola's amendment that all sorts of wrong
concepts are going to be put cn that, is nonsense. If that
is what they are afraid of, the wrong connotation that could
be put on that amendment being defeated, then it should :
never be put. at all but what I think is wrong, and it is

very significant and it 1s now becoming very much e pattern
of the way ¢f thinking of-Honourable lMembers opposite, is. - .~
that the words "British" has got to be taggsd on all the
time somewhere and if it is not then you are in serious
trouble, and. this is where I think they are going wrong. I - )
do not think that any Honourable Member in this House differs?,;',
frcm that po.nt of . view., I do not think that we want -ar R
‘thing other than British sovereignty so why, for the love of el
Goé, dc you have to he constantly ramming that down, why do B

you have to be ramming that down and then if any other Member -

feels differently about it then the Honourable Members : a ST

oprosite of the Demcecratic Party of British Gibraltar are
very worrled about the connotation which is going to be put
to it. As I say, on this side of the House we cannot :
accept that arendment and we do not accept it because 1t
undermines the basic principle. Regardless of what |
sovereignty there is in Gibraltar, I and ny colleagues, as

2 Gibraltarisn, feel that without the territory of Gibraltar

the people of Gibraltar Just do not exist, we are not

Gibraltarians, if we do not have the terri»ory of’ Glbra’tar,-

we ccase to be CGibraltarians and we were born Gibresltarians, :
British Gibraltarians, but if ever at any future date *he
Givralterians cease to be British for some reason or OL:.cly:

not that we want it, but if it were to happen, and no one
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" Mnows what Wlll happen two or three hundred years from now, - B

there 71ay be no Great Britsin for all we know, Britain, may
not enlst, Spain may not exist, we don't know. There are’
wars and nations are created and nations are destroyed,

“.that has happened more than once in the present cen turye. - owes
- We do not want thdt to happen but if it were to hapren I -
‘would still want the people of Gibraltar, the Gibraltarians ..
,of the future of 50 or 100 years from now, to be intrinsi-
.cally and indissolubly linked to their territory, tc Gib-
* raltar, whatever the sovereignty and thet .is why. we cannot

accept this amendment and rather than have it defeated if

" Mr.Restano is worried about the connotation, the answer is L
. that the Honourable ¥r Isola should withdraw it. 3 '

. MR SPEAKER:

If there are no other contributors to ‘the amendment, I will

. call on the Honourable Mr Isola to reply.

HON P J ISOLA:

"~Mr Speaker, I am astounded by the Minister for Leboun and

Social Security, I am astounded. I spoke yesterday about-

“the world of fentasy in which the Honourable ¥r Bossano

lives and today the Minister for Labour and Social Security
has joined this world of fantasy himself. - He says.that if
at any date the s NeS elgnty of Gibraltsr should ch,nge, we
want whoever takegAC know perfectly clearly that the people

and territory of Gibraltar are inseparable, ir Speaker,

What use is that going to be to the people of Gibralter whea
that day occurs I would like to know. It is &n interest ing

- academic poirt the Minister ralses but I would ask him a

. very straight question, don't ask me to withdrasw the wotion
J:- I would ask him to say and for his Government to say, cen
" we afford to vyie against that amendment, can we efford it
".in view of our chligations to the people of Gibraltar?

.. HON CHIEF MINISTER:
'.If the Honoursable Member will give way I will tell: nlm, Of

course we can afford it. ‘I think to some extent Mernbers :
opposite suffer from an inferiority complex in' this respects,
The principle in the concept is scceptable and is dear io

us and must remain dear to us but it is qualified in.this
way by the amendment, and ‘it is only a substitute to en
amendment which the Honourable Mover himself said was

~ rather awkward and that was Mr Restano's amendmentf

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, as I said I asked for the adjournment of the
House in order to allow the Government to hold consultations
to see whether there cculd be a consensus. .Apparently, this
idea was favoureq but apparently also, becsuse the Honourable
Mr Bossano wasn't p.epared to agree to a consensus and the
Government thought that the balance of power ought to be re-
dressed, it was against ¥r Bossano yesterday, perhaps it ’
176.
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snould te 2gainst the other section in the Oppos *tlon today

I don't xrow, but I ack the question to the Government agaln,

can they afford to vote .sgainst the emendment and I will try
to show that they cannot and I will try toc show why, Mr
Speaker. The Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister said
that it wes a long tire since this motion was moved, yes,
end some things have happened too since that motion was

moved, some significant things have happened. There has been

for exarple, Mr Speaker, the Honourable Mr Bossano going
around Gibraltar attacking the Talks and his motion that
telks should be stopped until Spain admits that she cannot

‘have sovereignty over Gibraltar but in his speech he talked

aoout talking with Spain as equals, he never talked abuut

British aoverei5nuj, his attitude was "We do not want Spanish

sovereignty" but he didn't say "v/e want British uoverelgnty“
we assumed tth but he also said? "If I am going to be a
second class' Britisn citizen I would rather not be a British
subject", and so ferthe I don't know, but I would have
thought that' the sort of address that the Honourable lr
Bossano made yesterday ~ I throw that as a thought on the
Government benches -~ makes it necessary that the motion, as
amended, should be carried, makes it necessary that as far
as this House 1s concerned of course we accept that the

. beople anc the territory are inseparable under British

sovereignty and when the Honoursble Mirister for Labour says
that in 200 years time something else might happen, I am
sure it zight, in 15 years time or 20 years timé we may all
be Russien for all we know but what we do know, Mr Speaker,
is that the security of Gibrzltar is bound up with being under
British sovereignty. That is why the motion is amended,
because we do not want people to get .wrong ideas on thise.
It is very dangerous, it is like the Party for the Auvtonomy
off Givreltair or the Partido Socialista de Gibraltar. This
scrt of motion, without that amendment, furthers thelr cause
ir Gibraltar and this 1s what I think the Government must
recognise. 1 would only invite the Government themselves
to look at the photograph of their conference, Mr Speaker,
in the Chronicle of Novembesr, 1978. There they were, a
British flag and a Gitvraltar flazg. The Honourable Minister
Tor Labour doesn't want to tzlk about it, he is embarrassed -
avout it, but in the conference when it was passed for pub-
ication, there he was. I will concede that the Honouratle
the Chief Mirister sat above the Gibraltar flag but I would
like to point out that the Minister for Laboup was sitting
behind the British flag. Come on, say the Government, MNr
Spesker. Let us come c¢n, 1let us imagine, Mr Speaker; that
the motion as amended, in other words; “the. House declares
that the territory and the people of Gibraltar are en in-
sepaerable unit under EBritish sovereigniy", is defeated.
The Fouse has had its word, the House hasn't thought it
nscessary or sdvisable to put in these words and then, as

a result of this, that the AACR Government has voted against:

the inclusion of the words "under British sovercignty', the
Honourable and Learned the Chief M¥irnister is invited to
Gibreltsr television and is interviewed. Can you imagine,
¥> Speaker, the first guestion that is put to him: "Sir
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Joshua, why have you voted apoinst the amendrent of the
inzivsicn cf the words "under Eritish scvereignty”? Is 1t
that the Government is thinking in terns of snother sover=—
eignty?" I can imagine the Chief VMinisters answer: "OF
course not, of course nots Of course we do not contemplate
any change in that staius whatever." “Well, then kr Chief
Minister, why dién't you vote for the amendrent?". And what
would the answer be? "Well, it is not necessary, it goes
without saying." That, T would imagine, would be the answer
of tke Chief Minister, but then the persistent interviewer
would go on: "Well, if everybody sgrees that it is under
British sovereingty &nd you do not envisage any other
sovereigniy, why did you vote agasinst the inclusicn of the
words "under British sovereignty"?" By then, I should
imagine, the Chief Minister would be getting a Lit uncom-
fortable. I think he would, Mr Speaker. And then, ¥r
Speaker, as the interview draws to a close the interviewer
might ask: "Chief Minister, one last question. The Minister
for Labour said in the course of his intervention that we
had to make it clear that the pecople and the territory are
inseparable and that the preamble to the Constitution hasn
‘tade that at sll clear, do you share that view hir Chief
Miris.er?" "Is the motion necessary tc ensure that people
know what the preamble says, do you share that view of the
prearble, Mr Chief MNinister?" It would be 'interesting to
hear the Chief Minister's response ané perhaps when he
talks in the debate it will b= interesting to hesr, Per-
haps he would answer: "It is inconceivable that any British
Government should consider the territory snd the . people are
not an inseparable unit." He might answer that to the
interviewver in which case the interviever again wcould say:
"Well, why are these fzars expressed by the Kinister Ior-
Labour?" And he would probably say: "Well; he must answver
that question himself.® On the other hand, ir Speakeru the
Hononurable and Learned the Chief dinister might enswer
“Well, perhaps the ¥inister for Labour and Sociel qenurity
has a 901nt the . Perhaps it is nct clear in the D“eaﬁblP=“
And then, If I was a persistent interviewer, I would asx
the Chief Minister -~ unless it is a point of order I don'
intend to give way.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

On = point of order, ¥r Spesker. Is a Merbar of the EHouse
entitled to be a television interviewer?®

MR SPEAKER:

That is not a point.of order. '

HON P J ISQLA: i

If the Chief Minister were to answer the interviewexr: "Well,
perhaps tie Kiaister for Labour has e point in whst ;e hes
said", I wculd then imagine that a persistent interviewer

wouid then ask %he Chief Minister: "What has your:Govern-~
ment and Party veen doing since these deubts were spread



in 1969 when the Zonstitution was first published, what
have you been doing to remedy this situation, why didn's
you bring this motion in the Eouse in 1970 and not wait for
the Honourcble ¥r Bossano to bring it in 1978%" I would
think trat the Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister
would have a difficult time and what is more important, Mr
Speasxer, I think the public in Gibraltar would be somewhat
confused as & result. A man sitting there would say- "Well,
he said under British sovereignty, he said he dcesn't con-
template any change, he said he hopes it would always be
that, he said that the people and territory are obviously
en inseparable unit, and then he voted against an amendment
saying "under British sovereignty." I ask the Honourzble
Members on the other side of the House to put themselves in
the shoes of the average Gibraltarian, not with the fantasy
that they have; not with the imagination of the Honouratle,
the Minister for Labour and Social Security who thinks
soverelgnty.of Gibraltar might pzss to some other body other
than Blitaij or Spain at some future date, but Just an
crdinary person who was cheering the Honoursble Mr Bossano
because he thought he was talking for & British Gibraltar
wren he wanted to stop the talks, who voted for the Govern~
ment, whet would he think, what wculd his reaction be? He
Would say: “"Why the devil doesn't this man vote in favour

" of the moticw if he agrees with everything that is in 1t%”
That is what I would ask the Governmernt tg think about and
I think that that is the poiﬂt that my Honourable Friend,
Mr Restano, wag making in his speech. Xt is not for us to
withdraw something thet we are guite proud to put in and
quite proud to live by, the words "under Britilch sovereignty"
in the lnseparability of the people and the territory, be-
cause we know that it is either British sovereignty or
Spanish sovereignty in the situation of Gibraltar having
regard tc the history of Spein and having regaréd to a
thousand cther tnipgswhxch it is useless and futile for me
to go through again, because we know 1t is that, it is znot
fer us to withdraw the amendrent to the motion 3¢ as not to

cause’ enbarrassment tc the Government, it 1s for the Govera-

wment to have the courage of their conviction and to con=-

vince the people of Gibraltar that when they are talking of |

. the people and the territory being inseparable, they are
talking like us of being inseparable under British sover-
eignty. That 1s the responsibility of the Government, that
is why I didn't push my amendment, hoping that there would
te a consensus and the consensus that I was asking for, or
rather ny Honourahle Friend the Leader of the Opposition
was asking for, was merely a repetition of & motion that
was passed unanimously in this House and that 1s all we
were asking for and I am still prepared to withdraw my
amendment on the motion.

HON CEIEF MINISTER:

if the Honourable Hembter will give way. Of course, if the
previcus motion had been put as an amendment we would have
=ano”tn“ it fully and I told the Leader of the Opposi..n

thats
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10V 1. XIPERRAS:

If the Honourable Member will give wsy. ¥r Speaker, I had
not understood, let me make this ebsolutely clear and I
would not have spoken as I did on my Honourable and Learned.

Friend's amendment, I had not understooc from the Chief

" Minister that he was willing to adopt the suggestion I made

earlier of having a re-affirmation of the past motion. I
was perfectly prepared to move such an amendment, I made it
clear that I would but I wanted to have an indication be-
cause I had not previous knowledge that the Government was
willing to accept it. Mr Speaker, could I ask the Govern-
ment this question becasuse I thinlk it might help.

MR SPEAKER:

You cannot ask the Government anything because the motion
has got to the stage when the mover is replying td ite.

HON M XIBERRAS:
Well, Mr Speaker,- it was Just to ease the matter pﬂoceduwaT’v
as the Chief Minister intervened at an earlier stage and uade
e statement even though he had spoken on the amendment that I
wish to intervene at this stage.

MR SFEAKER:

You haven't got the right to.

HON M XIBERRAS:

I don'tsy a5 the Chief Mirister didn't, except by sdmsbcdy
givmng way, ¥ T9reaker.

MR SPEAKER:

. Which I ha§e allowed you to doe

HON M XIBERRAS:

just want to .make cleer, Mr Speaker, to you snd to the
house that in my consultation with the Chief Minister in
th= Ante Room I had not gathered the knowledge that the
Government was definitely willing to support a re-affirma-
tion of the consensus motion because otherwise none of this
would have been necessary and if the Government so signifieas
then my Honourable Friend will withdraw the- amendment and I
shall move the other amendment.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

May we shorten the proceedings if I an allowod to make a
statement?

MR SPEAKER: . ) ¢
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HON CHIEF MINISTER

kr Spezker, it is very difficult, I rust say, to deal with
tre Leader of the Opposition with the best will in the world.
Not ornly had I egreed that this was so but I evern told the
Honourable bover that 1f that was proposed we would support
it, he can bear that out. I did it on the understarding

that I had said the same thing to you. How can that be mise
understoed? And I told all my collezgues.

HCN M XIBERRAS:

I thought, in fact, the Chief Minister had told me: "We will
see how the debate goes.” However if thst is the case then
there is no problem at all, ny Hon and Leerned Friend will
withdraw the amendment.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, may I suggest that we recess for a few minutes.
Before I actually withdraw the emenément I must %tell the
Chie® ¥inister that my final words were going to be a
suggestion to GEC that they invite -the Honoursble the Chief

 Minister to g0 on television but it may not be necessarye.

The House recessed at L,15 pm.
Th' House resumed at L.50 pme.
LP QEZAAL».

I understand that there has been & consensuse.

€ r, you understand perfectly correctiy. I would
the leave of the House ito withdraw wmy amendment.

Leave to withdraw the amendment was granted.

" MR SPEAKER:

We are now back to ths eriginal motion., The mover, ¥r
Bossano, spoke followed by Mr Restano, ¥r Cenepes and Hr
Isola. I understand that the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition wishes to speak now.

HON ¥ XTBERRAS:

Phank you, Mr Speaker. ¥r Speaker, ss you may be aware, the
Honouratle ¥embers have had their ccnsultation in the Ante
Room and I am glsd to be able to repori that there appesrs
to b= a consensus bﬁsed on the following amendment which I
now teg to move. I beg to move that the motion be amended

; the deletior of all the words after the word "decler -~V
aﬁd by the substitution therefor of the following words:
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in 211l the clrcumstances surrounding the situation of
JlbzaL‘"r and bearing in mincé that the pgop;~ of Gibroitar
have :velved as a distinct entity over nore ihan 200 years
in Gibraltar and are inseparabtle from the terriiory of
Gibraltar, that sovereignty over Gibraltar musi be decided
solely according to the democratically expressed wishes of
the people of Gibraltar and as evidenced bty the results of
the 1976 general election that the pespls of Gibraltsr in-
cluding all Members cf the House adhere firmly and un-
waveringly to the view expressed in the 1967 ReTerendum
that sovereignty should continue to lie with Britsin and
should not Le a matter for discussion with Spain.”

i

MR STrEAKER: |

1
As 1t is a long amendment and it ig a consensus, do ycu wish
me to propose the guestion or dc you wish me to pnt the
guestion? ‘

HON J BOSSANO:

Let me say on this questicn of a consensus they
am concerned, Mr Speaker, the amendment include
the original motion using slightly different wo

MR SPEAKER: C i

Let there be no misunderstanding, I am referr;ﬁg to the
amendment. If you want to speak on the smendment T will
propose the question, if you céon't want to spesk I will rh'
the question. You wish to speek on .the amendment? I will
then propose the question which is thet the originsl motion
moved by the Honourable Mr Bosseno, should be amended, by
the deletion of alli the words after the word "declares' &
by the substi " ion therefor of ithe words as moved by ihe
Honourable the Leader of the Opnesition.

nd

HON J BOSSANO:

» As regards the idea that this is a consensus, this is, in

fact, an amendment produced by the Leadsr of the Oppositlon
which does, more or less, what the pre'iOL metion pessed

in the House did. The reason for my bringing the motison

hat I have brought this time to the House is because I
velisve, for many of the reasons that have been put forward
partlcularly by ¥r Canepa, that there is a need for a clesr-
cut, unamviguous and concise assertion of our right to
Gibraltar as a right of birth because we have been born

here. That sentiment 1c included in this emendment. I feel
that it is regrettable that it should e included in such a
way that one has to search for it rather than heve it
standing clearly on its own in the wsy it did in the original
motion. I welcome, of course, the additional part that says,
particularly, that the sovereignuv over the territory of
Gibraltar is a matier to be decided according to the wishes
of the people snd not; as the preamble to the Consiitution
says, exclusively by an act of Parliament. 5
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HON M XIBERRAS:

Mr Speaker, I am glad of the indication that all the elected
¥ermbers of the House will be able to support this emendment,.
I, too, am glad that the words the Honourable Nr Bossano
alluded to are included now and were, in fact, included some
tice ago in a motion before the House, and if he has' ref-
erence to the draft sims of the Party to which I belong he
will find them there in concise form. However, it is the
fecling of the House, obviously, that however important
.they may be, they rust be put into perspective of the general
position of Gibraltar which I think is admirably state. _n
the motion at present before the House.

MR SPEAKER: |

I will then put the question which is that the motiocn moved
by the Honourable Mr Joe RBossano which reads as follows:
"That this House declares that the territory and the people
of Gioraltar are an inseparable unit," be amended by the
deletion of gll the words after the word "declares" and by
the substitution therefor of the following words: "in all
the circumstances surrounding the situation of Gibraltar

- and bearing.in mind that the people of Gibraltar have evolved
as a distinct entity over more than two hundred years in
Gibraltar and are inseparable from the territory of Gib-
raltar, that sovercecignty over Gibraltar must be decided
solely according to the democratically expressed wishes of
the people of Cibrazltar and as evidenced by the results of
the 1976 general election thzt the pesorle of Gibraltar in-
ciuding all Yermbers of the House adhere Tirmly and un-
waveringly to the view expressed in the 1967 Referendun
that sovepeignty should continue to lie with Britain and
should not te & matter Tor discussion with Spein.”

The question was resolved in the affirmative and the amend-
nment was sccordingly pesseds

MR SPZAFER: .

So that we do not go.wrong procedurally, the guestion hefore
the House is as I have read it now and if no one wishes to
speaX to the main question I will cell on the mover to reply
if he so wishes.

EQIT J EOSSANO:

¥r Speaker, I think there is only one thing that I wish to
say and that is that we have again been subjected, as we
have on previous occasions, to highly effective theatrical
performances which I think tend to attempt to crezate a
situation where if one doesn't agree entirely with the way
of expressing things that some other people might wish to
have done, one is immediately subjected to high pressure
salecmanship of the type that implies that ihere are enor-
mous risks in having a different view. In fact; I am very
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glad to know and no doubt the people of Gibraltar will know,
tha. the majority of the Kembers of this House were willing
to support the original motion as it stood and if that the
Democratic Party of British Gibralter had allowed the ’
majority to have its way the motion would have beecn passed.
However, in order to get the unanimous vote in favour it
has been necessary to agree to an amendment which' does net,
in my view, add anything to the fundamental principle &t
stake and az fundamental principle which we in the House of
Assenbly have got an obligation to assert because I think
it is what people .21 Gibraltar hold most dearly. I think
it is an even deeper feeling than the attachment thst there
is to continuing to be with Britain which is the asttachment
to the place where we were born and, s the Honourable Kr
Canepa said, we are Gibraltarians because Gibraltar exists
as an entity and because we live here as a comnunity, il we
were transplanted anywhere else we would cease to be what
we are. That is a deeper sentiment and it is a sentiment
which goes to the very heart of the naturel rizht of self-
determination which is the basic human right which we all
know .is under greatest threat by the spuricus claim of
Spa’n to the incorporation c¢f Gibraltar. This moticn is,
once .gain, an assertion of that right and no dcubt it will
serve us when we nged to make use of it. :

MR SPEAKER:

I will then put the guestion which is that: "This
declares, in all the circumstances surrounding the situe~
tion of Gibraltar and beering in mind thet the people of
Gibraltar have evolved as a distinct entity over more than
two hundred years in Gibraltar and gre inseparatls from the
territory .of Gibraltar, thet sovereignty over Gibrulisw

must be decided solely according to the democratically
expressed wishes of the people of Gibraltar and as evidenced
by the results of the 1976 general election that tihe people
of Gibraltar including all Members of the House adhere firmly
and unwaveringly to the view expressed in the 1967 Refsrendun
that sovereignty should continue tc lie with Britain and
should not be & matter for discussion with Spaila.”

On a division being taken the fnllowing Hon Yembers vetzd
in favour:

The Hon I Abecasls

The Hon J Bosssano

The Hon A J Canepa .
The Hon Mejor F J Dellipiani
The'Hon M K Featherstone
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
The Hon P J Isols .
Tne Hon A P Montegriffo

The Hon X¥ajor R J Peliza
The Hon J B Perez

The Hon G T Restanc

The Hon A W Seriaty

The Hon 2r R G Valarino

The Hon ¥ Xiberras

The Hon H J Zammitt
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The following Hon Members were absent from the Chamber:

The Hon D Hull
Lo The Hon A Collings

The motion was accordingly passed.

The Hon the Chief Minister moved the adjournment of the
House to Tuesday the 17th April, 1979, at 10.30 ams

The adjournment of the House to Tuesday the i7th April,
1679, at 10.30 am was taken at 5.15 pm c¢n Wednesday tho

.28th Pebruary, 1979.



