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RTPORT OF THE PROCZEDINGS OF .THT HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

The Seventeenth Meeting of the First Session of the Third
House of Assembly held in the Assenbly Chamber on Wednesday
tre Sth December, 1979, at the hour of 10.30 o'clock in the
forenoon.

PRZSENT:

NI SDEAKED « « « o o s o s o o o o o o o o o o(In the Chair)
(The Hon A J Vasquez, CBE, MA)

GOVERNLMENT ¢

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan, CBE, MY0, QC, JP - Chief Minister

The Hon A J Canepa - Minister for Labour and Social Securlty

The Hon H J Zammitt - Minister for Housing and Sport

The Hon A P Montegriffo, OBE - Minister for Medical and

. Health Scrvices . :

The Hon A © 3erfaty, OBEZ, JP - Minister for Trade and
Econonic Decvelopment

The Hon M X Featherstone - Minister for Public Works

The Hon Dr R G Valarino - Minister for Municipal Services

The Eon I Hull - Attorney-Gencral .

The Yon R J wellace, CKG, OBE - Financial and Development
Secretary . '

The Hon J B Perez

OFPPOSTITION:

The Hon P J Isola, URE - Leader of the Opposition
The ¥Yon Major K J Peliza

The Fon G T Restano
The Hon J Bossano

ABSZNT:
The Hon Major F J Dzllipiani, ED - who were"away from
Vinister for Education Glbraltar attending

The Hon I Abecas.s - Minister for CP4 Plenary Conference
Tcurism and Postal Services .

IN ATTZNDANCE:

A Carbarino, Esq, MRBE, ED - Clerk of the House of Assembly

g

PRAYZR

Vr Speaker recited the prayer.

CONFIRVATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 31lst Octcber, 1979,

having been previously circulated, were taken as read and
confirmed.

DOCUMENTS LAID

The Hon the Minister for Public Works (in the absence of the
Hon the Minister for Education) laid on the table the

.following document:

The Report on the Education Service for the two year
period ending 31st August, 1978. ’

Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Chief Minister (in the absence of the Hon the
Minister for Tourism and Postal Services) laid on the table

the following document:

The British Commonwealth and Foreign Post (Amendment )
Regulstions, 1979.

Ordered to lie.

)

The Hon the Minister for Trade and Economic Development laid
on the table the following document:

Gibraltar Registrar of Building Societies - Annual
Report, 1978. : .

Ordered to liee.

The Hon the Financial end Development Secretary laid on the
table the following documents:

(1) Supplementary Estimates Consolidated Fund (No 3 of
1979/80). ’

(2) sSupplementary Estimates Improvement and Cevelopment
Fund (No 3 of 1979/80).

(3) sStatement of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved
by the Financial and Development Secretary (No 4 of
1579/80). :

(4) Statement of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved

by the Financial and Development Secretary (No 5 of
1979/80).

Ordered to lie.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The Hon the Chief Minister laid on the table the Reportlof
the Standing Rules Committee. N

.Ordered to lie.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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The House recessed at 12.50 pme department in this country so trhat when the need arises he
. can have ready access to an gcademic depurtment here in Lerncon .
The House resumed et 3.40 pm. for advice and, under certain circumstences snd if necessary,
' for a 'refresher' of his clinical experience und abilitics,"
Lnswers to Questions continued. : ) .
: The ,eport then gives details of the msin reccomrendations of
THE ORDER OF TEE DAY the work and functions required of the Community Paecistricien,
as follows: -
MR SPZAKER:
l. Co-operating with the obstetricians in the delivery
I will now call on the Hon the Minister for Medical and of any baby born to an 'at risk' mother znd being in
Health Services to make his statement. charge of the core of any sick newborn baby. He
should also be involved in the genetic counselling
HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: of families and of pregnant nothers.
Sir, following the policy enunciqted by me 2t the mneeting of 2., Organising for all bebies a health card or docunent
the House of Assenmbly held in February 1979 the Government kept by the fumily and using this c¢s a basis for-
"sought the support of the Kings College Paediatric Unit to regular developmental and clinical surveillance of
obtain-advice on whether or not a permanently based Paedia- every child. 3uch aspects of child health as
trician was needed in Gibraltar and, if so, to indicate the development (both physicoal and intecllectual), nut-
type of Paediatrician needed and the functions he would be rition, growth and immunisation could in this way
rsguired to perform tezxing into account the needs and re- be accurately monitored. Any sbrormaliiy or neceds -
quirements cof child care in Gibraltar. This survey was under- could be identified early and corrective action
taken ty Prcfessor Eric Stroud of the Kings College Paediatric tsken as soon as possible. In this way it would
Unit together with a team of Consultant Pdedidtr¢clans who also be possible to collect statistics of the
have visited Gibraltar during the last nine -months. Their health and development of- children in Gibraltar
report was received on the 2.d lovemver, 1979. and to identify the major problems of the community.
43 the House is already aware both from the communigue 3. He should have a close relstionship with the educs-
issued by the Government and from the advertisement which tional system, knowing and being known by the educa-
has appeared in the press, the report recommended that a tors (teachers snd head teachers) and help in the
Community Paediatrician, to carry out certain very detailed identification of learning or erotionsl problems if
and specific functions, should be recruited. no 'system' is in operation.
The team arrived at this conclusion after a cetailed analysis L. Handicapped children. He should be reparded as the
of the environmental problems in Gibraltar in relation to clinicien in charge of co-ordinstion of care of
chilcren, the requirements of neonatology, r:current diseases handicapped children and, in particular, in charge
amongst children in Fibraliar and the requirements of handi=- of St Martin's School. Each handicapped child should
capped children. be carefully reviewed and exemined by him on a
. . planned basis.
I zm erranging for copies of the report to be made availadle .
to Hon lerbers and to the Press. In the meantime, I can de 5« Acute paedlatrics. He should be in clinicsl charge
no tetter than to quote the basic findings and recommencua- of the children's beds and neonatsl cois in the
ticns of the report: "In our discussions and observations we hospital service “and other consultants and doctors
reve maintained an swareness of the facts which mske the should accept that sick chilaren should normally be
situation in Gibraltar almost unique (it is in this unique- referred to the paediatriciun or the paediatricisn
ress that lie dangers if solutions are spplied based on orga- should be intimately involved in their care. For
nisation of services in other places where thes problems are this reason when appointeu he should, us a priority,
corpletely different).” review the facilities avesilable (equipment, staff,
: y ’ organisation, drugs, etc) end make his recommenda- |
"A major problem for any Paedlatr.clan appointed will be the tions as to any changes or innovations neceded. \
commendably low incldence 5t acute medical emergencies and :
therefore the alfficulty of malntaining technicul and clinical . 6+ CGeneral medical paediatrics. There would have to
sxills., For this reason we think it imperative that he main- be official acknowledgement of the paediastrician
tains comzunication ana possibly attachment with an academic as consultant in charge of paediatric serviccs in
. . Gibraltar and other consultants and fanily doctors
3e .
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should recognise the peediatrician as the consultant
to whom cuses for conswltation should normally be
re¢ferred. For this reason it would be beneficial if
he could have regulasr meetings with the group
general practice and adult physicians to discuss
paediatric problems."

In the interests of child care in Gibraltar, the Unit have
reiterated their offer of placing all their paediatric faci-
lities et our disposel and of continuing the v'elat:r.oflsh:lp

that has developed between them and varcltar auring the last
Tew monthse.

Professor Siroud hes elso stated that the regular visits of
Paediatric Specialists to Gibraltar should continue in accord-
ance with requirements to be assessed by our own Consultant °
Peedlatrician when appointed.

The Government wants to muaxe it quite clear that at no time
has it rejected the engagerent of a Paediatrician. \hat the
Government has been trying to obtain, in the light of con-
flicting opinions, was proper advice as to whether or not

this Paedlatrician should be permanently based, what functions
he should be reguired to perform, or alternatively,. whether
reguler visits by consultants would suffice.

The Government is satisfied that it hzs taken the correct
decision as evidenced by the very detailed report and re-
cormmendations made by the Unit, which we could not have
achieved on our own. Furtherrore, to have acted rashly
without awaiting the report of the Unit would probably have
meant severing our cconnections with them to the detriment of
the child population of Gibraltar,. :

Finally the Government wiches to place on record its gratitude
and great eppreciation to Professor Stroud, to his team, and
to the Kings College Paediztric Univ as a whole, for the pain-
staking trout'le they have taken, at no charge to the Govern-—
ment, and for, thelr rencwed offer of ccntinusd assistance. .

HON G T RESTAINO:

't Speaker, I think to start of w: fb I would like to say that
I censider 1t rather unfeir for the ¥inister to come up with
e statement en g matier which hes bcen aired over the lasu
year nearly without giving any indication that he was going
to ccme out with this sort of statement. I suppose this is
all politicking end trying to put one over the Oppositione.

KR SPZAKER:
Are you asking questions on c¢larification of the contents of

t‘ﬂ statemernt becau“e trhut 43 all you sre entitlied to do at
this stage. You are not entitled to debate the statement.

S5e

HON G T RESTANO:

¥ay I ask the Minister, according to whet I have heardjust now,

is he trying to take all the credit, Kr Speaker?
MR SPEAKER:

No. If there 1s someithing in the stetement which you have
failed to understand and which needs clarification, you are
entitled to aske

EON G T RESTANO:
I would like clarification on that point.
MR SPEAKER:

No, that is the matter of conjecture. The statement can dbe
debated at a later stage if you feel you should, either on
the adjournment or if the meeting 1s long enough by giving
notice of a motion, but at this stage it is exclusively
questions of clarification.

HON G T RESTANO:

I will raise the matter on the adjournment, lMr Speaker.
HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister, does he not consider it
rather unfortunate, this report came exactly one day after
the Government overwhelmingly defeated & motion for the
appointment of a paedlatrician moved by my Honourable Friend
Mr Restano? Does he not feel that the Government has come
out rather foolishly from this?

"HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

No, Sir, because the Government has been consistent in its
policy of waiting for the report and at no time said that it
daid not want a paediatricien. That twist has been given by
other people but not by the Government.

HON P J ISOLA:

I notice the report bears no date at all, was a letter
accempanying 1t, can the Minister tell us the date-of that
letter?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

The letter, I think, was the 28th of October,
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EOX P J ISOL

Does not the Gevernment then think that seeing as it had on
the Order Paper tor the House a motion for the appointment of
a paediatrician without delay, did the Government make no
telephonic enquiries from the paediatricians, from Dr Stroud,
as to what the situation was with his report before deciding
to vote against a motion in this House?

ECHN A P MONTEGRIFFO:

Yes, Sir, and I said in this House that the report was forth-
coming within the first two weeks in Novemter. I sald that in
the House when the debate was taking place.

HON P J ISOLA:

Yes, but if ivhe letter was dated the .28th October, Mr Speaker,
and the motion was riosed cn tne 31st October, four days later,
did not the Minister take the precautions of asking whether
that report recommended the appointment of a paediatriclan or
not?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

We ask=d whether the report was ready and what recommendations
trey were making. They said: "vWe will only give you the re-
port after Dr Price has returned from Gibraltar and on that
‘zssessment which is the final man we are sending over before
we make our report we shall give you the report."

HON P J IS0OLA:

Yes, but when did Dr Price retuprn from Gibraltar? If the
report was sent with a letter dated 28th October,
, it had all already obviously been decided before that date.
Does not the Minister consider he has some responsibility to -
the House in finding out the up-to-date position before
coming to the Eouse and defeating a motion and saying: "We
don't consider it n=cessary,” and a few days later

announcing that they ere going to eppoint a paediatrician.
Toes the Minister consider that to be responsible Govern-
rsnt? . .

HON A P MONTEGRIFFC:

11y r2:sponsible, because we could not afford to accept a
tion to appoint a paedlatrician, a paediatrician of any

rt, without knowing what the report would say and now we
know what the report is saying and what sort of paediatrician
rey are telling us we should engage.

HCN MAJOR R J PELIZA:
¥r Speaker, in paragraph 8 of the statement the Minister says:
'wihat the Governrcent has been trying to obtain, in the light

of conflicting opinions", conflicting opinions between who,
Governrent eand Opposition or what kind >F conflicting opinions?

. ..

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

No, Sir, the confliciing opinions of which the Heornoursble
Member, Mr Restzno, is very well awure when he consulted

Dr Doherty, Dr Toomey, Lr lontegriffo, end he was told that
we didn't require a full time paedistriciun in Gibrsltar and
that the best thing was to get one of our consultants or a
new consultant to take a course in paediatrics, that is the
advice we have been getting for years in Gibraltar myself.
Apart from that we had Professor Jolly saying thaut we need a
paediatrician and then we had Professor Stroud saying: "You
may not need a paediatrician, let us look st it and we will
give you a full report as to the type of paediatrician you
will need."

' HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

In fact there now seem to be three different opinions, but I
thought there were two. .. :

"+ MR SPEAKER:

You have been given an explanation as to what the conflicting
opinions were, not the conflicting opinions within Gibraltar
but within the advisers. :

LON G T RESTAKO:

This letter which was apparently signed on the 28th, when was
it received in Gibraltar? ‘ :

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: .
1 have already said so, the 2nd November. If you rezd the
report you will find that I said the 2nd of November.

HON J PBOSSANO:

Could I ask on the question of the appointment, it indicates
here that in fact the nature of the zppointment requires very
special skills,; that 1s, the indications in the report are
that the paediatrician will be teking cn more in Gibraltar
because presumably, to compensute for its small size the
range of duties are wider then would be normsl, can the

Minister say if the unit is going to be involved in selecting-

the person or is the Government doirg the selection here?
Is the unit goilng to be involved in selecting the right type
of person to do the sort of job that is defined here?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

. \
No, Si», the Public Service Commission having had the
conditions of service which are mostly what I have read, will
look at the applications, I presume, and decide who to take
on in accordance with whatever qualifiications the respective
applicants may have.

8.



HON J BOS3BANO:

v Specxer, given the type that the unit seys, that he will
rave tc be a paediatrician with extremely gocd and wide
training in pesediatrics and that it gives him an opportunity
to do something havirg a cormunity basis and in involving
himself with the families of the children rather than just
seeing the children as patients, doesn't the Minister think

that in order for the fob to produce the results that are
envisaged people with sore knowledge of what the field is
should be involved in the selection?

EON A P XONTEGRIFFO:

T would .say, yes, but I don't want to commit myself on some-
thing which is not my prerogative. Perhaps, since it has
been mentioned 1n the House and there a.,e other Members here
vho are mcre concerned with esteblishment matters than I am,
perhaps 1t i3 & point thuat should be taken into account and
pernhans trey should ask for their advice and a list of the
rplicants submitted to them or asking them to come over but
I don't know whether that is permissible under the Public
Service Commission or not.

HON J BCS3SANO:

But the ¥inister would agree that it i1s important that we
maxe the right cholce?

HOH A P MONTEGRIFFO:
I entirely agree.
HEON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, what system of selection did the Gevernment have
in mind? They have stated that the paediatrician is to be
appointed, did they have no idea how tihe selection was going
to be done?

EQIl A P KMONTEGRIFFO:

The Hcrourable Merber sometimes surprises me, he seems to be
involved in so many things and he xrows so little about so
many things. The Public Service Commission is the body that
selects end what the unit hazs done is to put forward a nunber
of conditiors like & Jjob description, I think it was a good
point raised by Mr Bossano that since this is a specialised
area, it is not just a paediatrician, perhaps, 1t would be
wise that the Public Service Commission should seek the )
sdvise on the appointment, or whoever it may be, of the unit,
This is something that would be passed on to the proper
querters because I am not reaponsible for selection or how
to go abtout selecting people.

9.

HON G T RESTARO:

In other werds, the ¥inister is seying or is he soying, thot
ne had not thourht of this before of psssing on to' the Public
Service Commission his advice that the Xing's College should
be consulted, is that what he is saying?

HON A P NONTEGRIFFO:

That is not my function, it is not my function or prerogative
oer jurisdiction.

HON G T RESTANO:

Who, then, is going to pass on this advice to the Public
Service Commission; the Minister?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The establishment. Perhaps the Honourcble Menber should
learn thzt there is a Public Service Commission in order
that jobs are not given by politicians end are given by
independent people in accordence with set rules und there-
fore that Ministers have no say in who is appointed though
they have e say as to what is wanted and other people decide
how it is achieved. . :

HON G T RESTANO: ’

Mr Speaker, sometimes I think the Minister goes completely
of{ at a tongente The Minister has said that he thinks it

is a good idea thut the King's Colleye should be consulted
by the Public Service Commission and presumably I would have
thought that the Public Service Commission must be given
that advice. If that is suv, who is to give the Public
Service Commission that advice, presumably, the Departrent
concerned?

MR SPEAKER:
The establishment.:
HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

Mr Speaker, the unit has given a job description of what is

_required. If the Menber wants to teke credit for what Nr

Bossano has said that perhaps the unit in the United Kingdom
should also form part of the Public Service Commission, well,
he can take the credit for that, too.

- HON G T RESTANC: Ve

On the contrary, I have said that it is my Honourable Friend
here who has brought this question up, it is the Minister
who is not answering the questione.

10.



¥R SPZAKER:

we will lezve the statement and go on to Motionse.
MOTIONS

HON CHIEF KINISTER:

¥r Speaker, notwithstani.ng the fact that at its last

meeting this House passed a motion approving the report of

tre Select Committee on the question of the Declaration of
Yenbers' Interests, I have given notice of & motion the

effect of which will bhe, if passed, to spell out the

specific acceptance by the House of each of the recommenda-
ticns contained in that report which are not already covered
bty the other motions standing in my name. Insofar as the
recommendations relating to the new Pernauznt Select Committee
and .the new rule of tle House are concerned, it was clear that
stparate substantive motions were required. It was my view
and, indeed, I am so advised, that no further approval by the
House wes required to eratle the other recommendations of the
report to be impleiented. Nevertheless, Mr Speaker, in in-
formal consultetions with you, you expressed a view that for
the avoidance of cdoubt and ex abundante cantela, it would be
as well if the specific approval of the House for each of the
other reconrendations could be sought. As always, Mr Speaker,
I bow to your views and I therefore propose the following
motion:

¥R SPZLKER:

‘ay 1 say perhaps in znswer to that one that my worry was not
so much as to the approvel of the specific parts of the report
vut the fect that the FEcuce had elready approved the report
éid rnot receszerily rmean that it could be implemented forth-
with because approvel can be given to sorething which could
be implemented at,a future dete and I feel that, perhaps, as
the Chief linister has quite rightly said, ex abundante
cantela, it would be right that the House should pass a motion
not so much to epprove again the report which has been done
alresdy, but to irplement it forthwith.

FON CHIZF MINISTEIR:

I was only saying why I hrave brought it because ny view was
othervize, 4he motion reads: "That this House resolves that,
following the zpproval ©y the House of the Report of the
Select Committee on the Declaration of Vembere' Interests, the
recommendations contained therein as to the establishment of a
Youge of Asserbly Register of dembers' Interests and the
arrangerents for the kesping and public availability of the
Regicter, the registration of their interests by all llembers
of the House, the headings of the interests to be declared,
tne proczdure to te adopted by the permanent Select Committee
of Werters' Interests and the appointment end functions of

the Registrar of Memters' Interests, be adopted for implemen-
tation forthwith"., In view of the circuvmstances surrounding

this motion it shculd not toke us long to dispose of it. In
paragraph 13 of its report, the Committee recomrended that if
its recommendations were generally accepted no effort should
be sparsed to implement them during the light of tihe present
House of Assemtly. The House has slready given its general
blessing to this racommendation as, indeed, to the others and
action on the implementation will be initiated as soon as
this motion hss been passed. I commend the moticn to the
House.

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon the
Chief Minister's motion.

Mr Spesker then put the question which waes resolved in the
affirmative and the motion was accordingly carried.

HCN CHIEF MINISTER:
Sir, I now move "That this House resolves as follows:

(a) That o permaznent Select Committee on Members' Interests
consisting of four Members, two from each side of the
House irrespective of the number of Members as between
Government snd Opposition, be appointed with the
following terms of reference:-

To examine the arrangeimecnts made for the compilation,
maintenance and accessibility of the Register of
Members' Interests, to consider any proposals made
by Members as to the form and contents of the
Register, to consider any specific complaints made

in relation to the registering or declaring of
interests; and to report on these and any other
matters ‘relating to MNembers' Interests.

(b) that the Committee have power to send for persons, papers
and records to sit notwithstanding any sdjournment of the
House and to report from time to time".

Mr Spesker, again I would repeat what I said earlier that
this follows on the recommendation of the Select Committee.
This, of course, is absolutely necessary, in this csse I

did not have any doubt that that was mecessary end it is the
natural result of the adoption of the Select Committee's
recommendations. ’

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon the
Chief Minister's mction.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, of course, we support this motion. My only con-
cern is that the Permanent Selcct Committee doesn't die once
there is a dissolution of the House. It docs die. What are
we going through all these motions for now because 1f the
House is going to be dissolved by the 27th of Decerber, aren't
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The Honoursble A J Canepa, the Honourable 4 P Montegriffo,
the Honoursble Major R J Peliza ond the Honourcble G T
Restsno". It will be noted that the selection is in accord-
ance with what I said et the previous motion that irrespec-
*ive of the composition of the House, there should be two
Wembers from each side. '

Mr Speaker proposed the guestion in the terms of the Hon the
Chief Minister's motion.

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, the distinction for the shortest time in a
representative office I thought was going to fall on our
Honourable Friend Mr Serfaty as Mayor who is likely to have
a very short reign, but it seems to me that there is now a
competitor for 'the job beccuse if the rumours I hear are
correct, it is possible that the Honouvable Mr lMontegriffo
who is appointed to this Committee will beat the -record the
Honourable Mr Serfaty is holding. I hope the rumours I
hear are not true but if they are then he will go into the
Guiness Book of Records and not the Honourable Nr Serfaty,

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not have anything to reply to that.
MR SPEAKER: '

What the Chief Minister saild this mofning is corrcct, he will
do nothing to dispel speculatione. -

Mr Speaker then ﬁut the question which was resolved in the
affirmative.and the motion was accordingly carried.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Sir, I beg to move: "That this Housc approves the recomnenda=-
tions in the report of the Standing Rules Cormittee dated the
28th of November and resolves that the Standing Rules and the
Orders be amended in accordance with that recommendstion".

It will be recalled that earlier in these proceedings I laid
on the table the amending Standing Rules required to deal

with recommendations of the Committece on Menbera' Interests
and this 1s the consequence of implementing the recommenda-
tions and making it a part of the Standing Orders. I commend -
the motion. :

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon the
Chief Minister's motion. _ \

. \
Mr Speaker then put the questién which was resolved in the
affirmative and the motion was accordingly carried.
































































































































































































