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5.12.79
No. 188 of 1979 # ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state whether it is the practice to ensure
that all consumers have been issued with electricity and

water bills for one month before those of the subsequent

month Ttegin to be issued?

ANSWER

TEE _HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Yes Sir. The sequence described by the Hon Member is the
normal practice. However, we are now in a period of tran-
sition during which the billing process is being computer-
ised and it is not always possible to adhere to such a
sequencee. -

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 188 OF 1979
HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, would in fact the situation be or could the sit-
vation arise that one section of the community, for example,
is getting the bills for one month while another section is
still a couple of months behind, or is this not likely to
happen?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the situation that the Honourable Member has
desctribed could occur. However, I have had discussions with
the menmbers of my staff to ensure that this will not occur
when the computer comes on stream. The point is that with
hand billing it takes a month or two months to get bills out.
With the computer the bills can be got out within two days
and we shall have to adjust our dispatch to ensure that they
are not overtaken in the way the Honourable Member has des~-
cribed.
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- 5.12.79
No. 189 of 1979 ORAL
THE HON P J ISOLA

Are the Government their own insurers of Government Housing
or are the same insured by insurance companies?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

On the advice of HMG conveyed by the then Colonial O0ffice the
Government has no insurance cover for any of its properties.
It maintains its own insurance fund fed by annual contribu-
tions from the Consolidated Fund. The estimated value of the
insurance fund is currently £400,000. As noted at (b) page
87 of the current Estimates the Government began a review of
existing insurance arrangements earlier this year. Following
consultation with the Crown Agents the Government is now in
touch with them, regarding the possibility of taking out in-
surance cover against a major catastrophe.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 189 OF 1979

HON P J ISOIA:

Is a fire regarded as a major catastrophé?

. HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, it depends upon the size of the fire. A
fire that destroys a block of flats could fairly be described
as a major catastrophe. One that destroyed only part of an
office would not necessarily be so.

HON P J ISOILA:

Am I right in saying then that a fire such-as occurred at the

‘Government Secretariat would be covered by this insurance?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Sir.

A

HON P J ISOILA:

Can I also ask whether the decision to supply fire extin-
guishers to all Government tenants is related to the fact

~that the Government are their own insurers?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Sir, this is an element in that if you have fire fighting
equipment within a house or property of any kind in the United
Kingdom, the premium is reduced because it is recognised that
this equipment can cut down losses from fire.



5.12.79

No. 190 of 1979 ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

-Has Government advanced any monies to the Gibraltar Quarry

Company Limited, other than funds emanating from ODA and if
s0, how much and on what terms? :

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

No, Sir, the Government has not advanced any monies to the
Gibraltar Quarry Company. Honourable Members will however
recall that a sum of £1,000 was appropriated by this House

in the course of the last budget session to take up the whole
of the company's share capital. During the initial operating
period of the company until it has itself had an opportunity
to build up reserves and produce its first balance sheet, the
Government has also provided the necessary guarantee to enable
the company to obtain overdraft facilities for the purpose of
meeting operation costs. -

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 190 OF 1979
HON P J ISOILA: ' '

Am I right, therefore, in saying that the position of this
company is going to be exactly the same as that of GBC under
which the Government bails it out if it is in trouble?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Sir, I don't think that this will be the exact position.
The point is that once the company is able to produce its
first balance sheet and present it to the bank, I think that
there will be no need for the Government to stand bvehind it
in guaranteeing its funds.

HON P J ISOLA:

Has the bank told the Government this, or is it the hope of
the Government that the bank will advance to this company
money without the need of a guarantee from the Government?
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: .

Sir, it is expéctation.

HON G T RESTANO:

For what amount is the guarantee that the Government has given?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, the overdraft limit is £40,000.



5.12.79
Noe. 191 of 1979 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Has the report now been received from the Staff Inspector in
relation to the deck hands at the Port Department who have
been on temporary employment for a cocnsiderable time and is
it Government policy to accept all Staff Inspection Reports
without reservation?

ANSWER

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Yes, the report was received on 7 November and is now under
consideratione.

2. As stated by the Hon Chief Minister during the second
reading of the Supplementary Appropriation (1978/79) Bill on
26 June 1978, Government is committed to accept in full the
findings arising out of the original staff inspections. There
are certain clearly defined circumstances in whlcn a report
may be referred back. ~

3» Staff Inspection is a continuing process and, in the new
procedure which has been established for future inspections,
nq provision is made for the automatic acceptance by the
Government of the recommendation in staff inspection reports.
The Government will therefore be free to implement reports or
to implement parts and not others.

" SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUEZSTION NO. 191 OF 1979
HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, has the report recommended that the deck hands
on a temporary basis now be made permanent?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I ém sorry I am not in a position to answer that.
I will look into the matter and supply the information.

HON G T RESTANO:

Is that because the Honourable Member does not wish to answer
it or that he doesn't have the information available to him?

N

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I don't have the information on that.



5.12.79
No. 192 of 1979 ORAL

THE _HOW P J _ISOLA

Can Government state whether it has now made a decision with
regard to taking legal proceedings at the Varyl Begg Estate
in view of the statement by the Attorney-General at the last
meeting of the House that a decision could be expected in the
next two weeks?

ANSWER

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

I did not in fact state at the last meeting of the House that
a decision on legal proceedings could be expected in the next
two weeks.

What I did say (inter alia) was that the Government has been
advised on the gquestion of l1liability, it had a view on the
question of liability, it keeps in mind the guestion of legal
proceedings, and that its objective is to procure the reme-
dying of the defects and the sustaining of its legal rights.

T also said (and I think that this may be what the Honourable
end Learned Member has in mind) that the point might arise
very soon where the Government might have 1o proceed with
legal proceedings.

Since the House last met, and in fact since before that
occasion, we have been pursuing a line of action. At this
stage we have not proceeded on legal proceedings, but that
course is being kept under continuing consideration.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 192 OF 1979

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, it came to my notice since the last meeting that
apparently in this contract there is provision for arbitra-
tion. Has the Government made a decision yet whether it will
proceed by legal proceedings or by arbitration, at least could
we have that answered? .

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, it is correct that under the terms of the contract
there is a provision for arbitration and perhaps I can take
this opportunity to clarify the meaning of the term legal
proceedings. In the wider sense, of course, it would include
arbitration and in my view arbitration is the proper initial
step to take in proceedings. There is one other matter 1
would like to clarify, Sir. In the last meeting of the House
I spoke about instituting legal proceedings. It is, in fact,
the case that proposals for arbitration were made some con-
siderable time ago but those proposals have not proceeded at
this stage.



HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, can the Honourable and Learned Attorhey—General
tell the House when something is going to be done about this?
Do we have any idea? - :

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I am not ready yet to say proceedings are being
proceeded withe



5.12.79
No. 193 of 1979 .  ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO

‘Can Government state month.by month on how many days in each
month since September 1976 there have been power cuts up to
and including November 30, 1979%

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Yes. Power cuts have been required on the following days
since September 1976.

days

November 1976 - 2

June 1977 - 1 day

July 1977 - 13 days
August 1577 - 7 days
October 1977 . = 3 days
February 1978 = 2 days
April 1978 - 1 day
May 1978 SN - 1 day

July 1978 = 1 day

August 1978 -~ 2 days
September 1978 - 9 day$
October 1978 - 3 days
January 1979 - 1 day

February 1979 - 1 day

September 1979 - 1 day

October 1979 - 8 days
November 1979 - 9 days

This amounts to a total of 65 days out of 1186, that is, Jjust
under 5.5% of the days involved. Of course, this does not
mean that the town has been without supply for 5.5% of the
time, nor does the answer make any differentiation between
those days on which the restrictions have been rather light
and those on which it has been necessary to share restric-
tions among several districts. - I should clarify further

that the above should not be interpreted as meaning that

each district suffered interruptions on every one of the

days mentioned above.



5,12;79
No. 194 of 1979 - 2 ORAL
THE _HON G T RESTANO

Will Government make public the report of Messrs Preece,
Cardew and Rider which was submitted in May 19762

- THE_HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

No 8ir. The matters dealt with in the Report are under con-
tinuing consideration and it would be premature to consider
publication before firm decisions have been taken.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 194 OF 1979

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, will the Government allow Members on this side
of the House to have copies of the report?

"HON DR R G VALARINO:
Mr Speaker, not for the time being.
HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Government have something to hide? Have
very sensible recommendations been made in that report which
the Government has not taken up and are afraid that the people
of Gibraltar should know?

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Are there any military secrets attached to the report?
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, for as long as the conduct of this House is Dbased .
on the present system and the system of cooperation through
Committee system 1s concerned, there are certain matters that
must be the privilege of Government to decide when they are
brought to the notice of the Opposition in the public interest
but not in the interest of electioneering or of benefit for
the purposes of the Opposition. NN

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, since the report was received in May, 1976, and
it is well over three years now, isn't that a long time for
the Government to be giving consideration to this matter?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Not with the calibre of the matter involved in the report.



HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Perhaps it is because of the incompetence of the Government .

HON G T RESTANO:

May I ask, Mr Speaker, have any recommendations in that report
not been followed by the Government?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, the report covers provision for electricity till
the year 2000 and it would be obvious to anybody, even a
school child, that if that is the case there are many recomm-
endations there which have not been implemented.

HON P J ISOLA:

The Minister, in his answer stated it would be premature.

Can I ask the Minister in what way it would be premature to
publish a report 33 years old which has been considered by a
Working Committee of the Government and by a joint Committee
with the Ministry of Defence and on which the Minister made a
statement at the last meeting of the House? 1In what way does
he consider it premature to publish the report?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, it is a huge report, it is still under considera-
tion and it is not going to be published and that is the end
of that. I have nothing further to say on this matter.

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, may I thank the Minister for being slightly more
frank in this reply than in the previous one. Is the posi-
tion then of the Minister that he does not intend to publish
this report at all, if that is so, very well, so be it, can
I ask him that?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I have not said so, I have said that I will not
publish this report to Members of_the House for the time being.

HON P J ISOILA:

]

Can then the Minister tell us on what basis he says it would
be premature? Is it because the Government has still not
decided what to do about this report, is that the reason?

HON DR R G VALARINO:
No, Mr Speaker, because there are many aspects of this report

which we are looking at very seriously and we have not taken
a final decisione.
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HON P J ISOLA: ‘
Can T ask the Minister, is it that the Government might be
embarrassed by the publication of the report insofar as the
Government has not taken measures recommended in that report

and therefore can only blame itself for the present situation
with regard to the power station?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, the answer to that is, no.
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. 5.12.79
No. 195 of 1979 | " ORAL
THE_HON G T_RESTANO

Can Government state what arrangements have been made since
the snnouncement by the Chief Minister at the meeting of the
House on 1 November 1979 for the installation of a new gene-

-rator, and can Government state where the generator will be

sited, whether the order for the same has been made and the
cost thereof? :

ANSWER

THE: HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Sir, with your permission, I will'answer Question 195 and
197 together.

Discussions on the installation of the new generator have
been held in Gibraltar with representatives of three of the
major manufacturing firms. Representatives of another firm
will be visiting Gibraltar shortly for similar discussions.

. Further advice from our Specialist Consultants, Messrs Preece,

Cardew and Rider, will be required on this matter and on the
long term problem as well. The selection of the site for the
new generator will be made in the ‘light of the information
and advise obtained through these discussions and ccnsulta-
tions. The Consultants have already been alerted to the
situation and it is hoped that the formal terms of reference,
which have been prepared and are under consideration, will be
sent to them before the end of the year. The terms of refe-
rence will cover both the short and the long term problems
which, obviously, are inter-redated.

2. It is hoped that an order for the new generator will be
placed within the next three months. |

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 195 OF 1979
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Can the Minister state on what advice the Chief Minister at
the eleventh hour at the last meeting decided that we would
instal a generator within 18 months? On whose advice and
why was this not stated in the Minister's statenent and
suddenly it came out on the adjournment?

HON DR R G VAILARINO:

Mr Spesker, on the first part of the question this was
arrived at due to advice from the department cancerned. On
the second part of the question I am afraid that the guestion
itself does nct arise out of this question.



HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: ' .

Yes, it is, Mr Speaker, if I may say so. We are talking
about the policy, short term and long term.

MR SPEAKER:

‘The supplementary is completely and utterly in order.
Whether the Hon Member wishes to answer it or not is another
matter.

HON P J ISOILA:

As the Minister has stated, three manufacturing companies
have been to Gibraltar already. Can the Minister inform the

House whether any of these companies have given an indicaticn

of how long it will take them to send a 5 megawatt generator
to Gibraltar? Have any of them give us time factors?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Mr Speaker, in fact, all of them have and the time
" concerned is all within the time mentioned by the Chief
Minister in his statement to the House at the last meeting.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Does the Minister intend to answer my question?
MR SPEAKER:

Does the Minister wish to snswer?

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: |

Has the Minister got no answer to my question? The Chief
Minister drew it out of a hat at the last moment, just like
that? When was the decision made, between the Minister
making his statement and then later in the adjournment, was
the decision made then?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

If the Minister had been in Gibraltar he would have heard
my statement on television where I said that the matter was
so important that it was left up to the Chief Minister to.
say and the matter had been on the cards for a very long
time.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

So, in fact, if I had not raised the matter at the adjourn-
ment the Chief Minister would have said nothing, is that
correct? The Chief Minister would have said - nothing at this
meeting unless I had raised the matter at the adjournment?

[
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I can answer for myself I cannot answer for the
Chief Minister.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Perhaps there is some difference between him and the Chief
Minister. Is the policy of the Minister not really going
hand-in-hand with that of the Chief Minister? Is that the
situation of the Government today? Mr Speaker, I would like
to [know if there is any difference between .« «. . o .

I
MR SPEAKER:

Order. What would you like to know?
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, the Minister has said that he cannot answer for
the Chief Minister, and here we obviously see a difference
in policy. The statement said nothing about that new gene-
rator and suddenly the Chief Minister, on the adjournment,
after really pressed by me, brought this out of a hat. I
would like to know who advised him to do that in between the
statement and his announcement. The Minister said that he
cannot answer for the Chief Minister and I would like to
know if there is, in fact, some difference in policy?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Sir, there is no difference in policy and this is all non-
sense, absolute nonsense, like everything the Honourable
and Gallant Member raises in this House after a trip from
London. What has happensd is that the Minister simply
omitted to mention that fact, it was an important fact, and
I gave the facts as it happened and that is the end. There
is no difference and no amount of further questions will
elicit any more information.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, wasn't that a real matter of substance that
should certainly have gone into that statement, if that
was the short term policy of the Government? Wouldn't the
Minister agree that that is a matter of substance? S

HON P J ISOlA:

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister tc he more specific on
this question of the supply of the generator. Can he tell
the House whether he got an estimate from any of the manu-
facturers as to the time it would take from the placing of
an order for a new generator and its installation in .
Gibraltar by the company? Did anybody give a period of
time for that?®
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HON DR R G VAIARINO:

Yes, Mr Speaker, and I have already answered this. The
people we have consulted have said that they are able to

put in a generator in the period stated by the Chief Minister
in his statement at the House at the last meeting.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister be more specific? I am asking
him did they give a time within which they would manufacture
and deliver and instal from the time an order was placed,
have they given a period of time, .have they said 6 months,
12 months, 18 months from the date of order or 2 months?
What period have they given?

MR SPEAKER:

You are being asked a different question now. You gave an
assurance that the generator could be installed within 18
months. What you are being asked now is whether the manu-
facturers have given you an estimate of time for dcllvery ol
the actual generator.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, there have been different time-tables with the
different pcople concerned and the estimates vary, roughly,
from 12 months to 18 months.

HON P J ISOLA:

So, therefcre, Mr Speaker, am I right in saying that if an
order is not made within a very short period of time, the
generator will not be installed within a period of 18 months?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I would like to clarify my previous statement a
little bit. Those 18 months include the 3 months in which
we are going to place the order. The arfswer to the question .
of the Member opposite is that it is still within 12 to 18
months, depending on the manufdcturer.

HON P J ISOILA:

So the Minister is confident that within 18 months we will
have this 5 megawatt generator and he confirms and assures
the House that we shall have it, is that the position?

HON DR R G .VALARINO:

The Minister is not only confident, he gives the House every
assurance that you will have one.
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HON G T RESTANO: ' -

Mr Speaker, was the recommendation to instal a 5 megawatt

“generator one of the recommbnaatzons of Preece, Cardew and

Rider report?
HON DR R G VALARINO:
Mr Speaker, as far as I remember from the actual report, I

believe that the answer to that question is yes, that the 5
megawatt generator was the one I have stated, but I can check

on these facts and answer to the Member opposite°

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, can I ask why it has taken the Government then
3% years to follow a recommendation which was made in May ,
1976, and the fallure of having adopted that recommendation
has resulted in all the power cuts that we have been having?
Will the Government reply to that®

JHON DR R G VALARINO:

In this report, Mr Spesker, there were many long and short
term considerationgwhich we have to consider seriously. We
have been spending a lot of money, we do not gamble money
awey like the Members of the Opposition do and this is some-
thing that we will seriously consider, this is part of the
report and all the report will be considered by Goveranment. .

HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Minister explain, Sir, why it was that the Government -
consultants, Preece, Cardew and Rider, took under a year to
submit their recommendations about power development and the
Government has taken 3% years to implement a short term re-
commendation in that report. Can the Minister tell us that?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, a short term recommendation has always been on

the cards and in the last statement before the House I men-
tioned the Joint Consultative Council that merged with MOD

and this is one of the short term measures which-unfortunately
MOD, for reasons which they have put forward, prefer to con-
tinue with its current and separate development programmne,:

this is an unfortunate incident.

HON P J ISOILA:

Sir, the Minister 1s not answering the question.

MR SPEAKER:

The Minister has answered the question, with due respect. The

Minister has said that the installation of this generator has
been decided upon as a result of the decision of the MOD not

to cooperate with the local uovernment on the supply of
electricitye.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Minister say what that Joint Committee with the MOD
has to do with the provision of a 5 megawatt generator because
- 1f I understocd his statement properly in which he didn't men-~
tion the 5 megawatt, if I understood that one properly, the
consultations with the MOD were in relation to the long term
power development of Gibraltar of providing a desalination
plant with a power station.

HON DR 'R G VALARINO:

No, Mr Speaker, the consultations with the MOD involved both
the short and the long term solutions.

HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Minister state, Mr Speaker, the cost of the 5 megawatt
generator in 1976, when the recommendation was made, and the
cost today? Hew much is it costing the Gibraltar taxpayer to
implement. a recommendation that should have been implemented
3% years ago now? Can the Minister tell us that and let the
“public then judge who is playing around with public funds.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speesker, a facetious statement reqguires a facetious answer.
He knows very well that it i1s impossible to state how much at
short notice this generator 1s going 1o cosi and, anyway, we
have got a series of manufacturcrs that we are enquiring from
and we don't know what price we are going to get from them.

He knows this very well and this is Just electloneering once
again.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Doesn't the Minister agree, Mr Speaker, that definitely the
price will have gone up very substantially between 1976 and
1979, taking into account the high degree of inflation?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, the Honourable and Gallant Major Peliza will know
that everything goes up including electric fires, cooking
utensils which he knows very well and everything.he sellse.

MR SPEAKER: .

Order. I will not have personal imputations in asnswers or
questions, in any manner or form. We have got to keep the
dignity of this House at a certain level. I have seen it

happening twice today and I have not called the Minister's
attention but I will, very seriosuly, next time it happens.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Could the Minister answer the question, Mr Speaker? Is it
not a fact that prices have gone up very substantially,
regardless of what may have happened to other articles which
we know are going up?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, the normal trend of inflation makes every pfoduct'A
go up and similarly the cost of a new generator and the cost
of new generators will go upe.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Would the Minister agree that it must have gone up by 30% to
LO% if not 50% in price?

MR SPEAKER:

Order. We are now getting away from the question. I think
we have ventilated it sufficiently. .

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, has the Government not got the slightest idea of
what a 5 megawatt generator is likely to cost today? 1Is the
Minister telling us that the Government and its edvisers have
no idea what a new 5 megawatt generator costs and 1f lhat is
the case can the Minister state on what basis they put £4im in
the Improvement and Development Fund for Power Development?
Was it Jjust a figure that was thrown out as it came?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, we have an idea of how much the generator will
cost but as we have said before there are several manu-
facturers, producing several types, we have not only to go
into this, this is the short term process, we have to think

- of the long term process and as the short term process, is

part of the long term process therefore we have to consider
the whole matter as a global thing and therefore there is no
point buying one generator from one firm. We are considering
the possibility of a new Generating Station with new generators
installed. Therefore the price structure may differ consider-

-ably from one generator to more than one generatcr. .

HON J BOSSANO:

Is, in fact, the Minister saying that the present engines that
we have, and is there any reason for wanting to change away from
that particular manufacturer given that any new set it is ob-
viously better to have of the existing make where the spares
and so on could be used or part of one machine could be used

for another? . -



8.
HON DR R G VALARINO:

-

Yes, Mr Speaker, I think the Hon Mr Bossano has asked a very
good question. One of our major considerations is the fact
.that we have sets mainly of one type this 1s one of the con-
siderations that Government will take into account.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Has the Minister any idea of what that particulasr type of
generator will cost? ‘ .

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker,'we would be prejudicing any other offers from any
other manufacturer if we mentioned a figure in the House of
Assemblye.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Does the Minister know anything abeut his Department?

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, may I ask where will that generator be installed?

HON DR R G VALARINO:.

Mr Speaker, I have already answered that in my statement to
the House. )

MR SPEAKER:
It might help us if you repeat it again.
HON DR R G VALARINO:

“The selection of the site for the new generator will be made
in the light of the information and advice obtained through
these discussions and consultations." This refers to the
specialist consultations of Messrs Preece, Cardew and Rider.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, if, as the Minister said earlier, Messrs Preece,
Cardew and Rider originally in 1976 recommended the installa-
tion of a generator, did they not in thelr recommendations
say where it would be installed?

MR SPEAKER:

it seems they did not and we are now debating. We are now
definitely going on to the next guestion.
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5 12 .79
No 196 of 1979 : QRAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Can the Government now give an assursance that there will be
a continuous bupply of electricity to consumers throughouc
the Christmas period?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FORk MUNICIPAL SERVICHS

My statement of the 31st October 1979 informed the House that

& definite possibility existed tnat restrictions might have
to be imposed; as indeed heppened on a number of occasionse.
A guarantee of no interruption in the supply of electricity
is not usually given by any supply undertaklng in the best of
times and in the light of my earlier statement, firm
guarantee of a continuous supply throughout the Christmas -
period cannot be given. ‘However, efforts are being made to
ensure that all plant is fully operational in antlclpatlon of

.the Festlv1tles.

SUPPLEL-IENTARY TO_QUESTION NO 196 OF 1979
HON MAJORR J PELIZA::

In the circumstances would the Minister advise the house~
wives to do their Christmas cooking early, round about the
beginning of Decenber?

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, I was not asking for guarantees, I was &asking for
an assurance, in other words, can the public of Gibraltar be
reasonably assured that they will not be cut off on Christmas
morning when the turkey is in the oven, in simple language,
are we to be reasonably assured? I am not asking for signed
guarantees and that no power station would ever do that, I am
just asking, can the public of Gibraltar be reasonsbly assured
by the Minister that they will be aeble to cock their Christ-
mas turkey, for example?

HON DR R G VALARINO:
Mr Speaker, the prospects are very good and the public of

Gibraltar can be reasonably reassured that there will be no
power cuts during the Festivities.



512 79
No 197 of 1979 | ORAL

THE HON MAJOR I J PELIZA

In view of the statement by the Minister for Municipal Servi-
ces that the Gibraltar Government would now as a matter of
first priority review the short and long term proposals for
power development, can Government meake a statement as to how
far this consideration hss gone? :

THE HON THE MNINISTER FOR NMUNICIPAL SERVICES

Answered together with Question No 195/79.
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No 198 of 1979 ORAL"

THE HON P J IS0LA

Csn Government state, having regard to paragrsph 16 of the
statement made to the House by the kinister for Munkcipal
Services at the meeting of the House of assenmbly on 31
October 1979, whether the situation ig no longer critical at
the Power Station and whether normality has now retwurnedy

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICTPAL SERVICES

Since my statement of the 31lst October the situation at the
Generating Station has improved considerably. Only two of
the twelve engines are currently out of commission, one
requiring work on alignment and regrouting and the other
requiring normal but essential maintenance. Both sets sare
expected to be back in commission next week, '

‘2, I would say that the situation at present cannot be
described as critical snd that normality hes returmed in the
sense that no power cuts are envisaged at present. I must,
of course, gqualify this by seying that cuts could arise if
unexpected failures of plant should occur.

3. I would add that certain members of the departmental
work force have > put in an immense number of hours in order
to ensure that the work that hes been reguired might be
carried out &s gquickly as possible. I wish to place on
record my appreciation of the special efforts made by those
concerned.,

L. Finally, I am glad to say that the Departmental Con-
sultative Council is working well and this will assist
towards the provision of a satisfactory service in the future,

SUFPLENENTARY 70 QUESTION NO 198 (@ 1979

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, I am sure most members of the public will welcome
the statement by the Minister that industrial relations appear
to have returned to normal at the power station. Whether
that has been due to the efforts of the Minister or the
efforts of the Union involved, is a matter for speculation,

of course.,

HON J BO3SANO:

.Will the Minister confirm that there was not a breakdown in

industrial relations as such, in fact, during the previous
situation and that, therefore, it is not a question that there
has been a dispute which has been resolved, it is just that an
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effort 1is beling made by both sides to improve mutual under-
 standing, isn't that the situation?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Mr Speeker, the Hon Mr Bossano ls quite right. There
has never been a breakdown of relations except that now we
have improved relations with the industrial staff,

HON P J ISOLA:

Did not the provision of a Joint Consultative Committee at the
power station cCme about as a result of strained industrial
relations, or else what was the need for it, can the Minister
answer that question? I am ssking the Minister if there were
no strained industrial relations why was it necessary to put
in a Joint Consultative Committee, or is Government keen on
~Committees everywhere¢

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, the Departmental Consultetive Council arose out

of slightly different ideas of the working of the station by
bogth industrials and the management. There was no industrisl
action,

HON P J ISOLA:

No one 1is suggesting there was, Mr Specaker.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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No 199 of 1979 . ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

"Has Government made an estimate of the cost to prnvaLn land=

lords of providing fire extinguishers in each individual hone
in Gibraltar?
ANGE

Enamsensas <

&

o
e

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

The cost may vary depending on the meke and size of the
extinguisher selected by the landlord. Current prices are
from £10 upwards.

SUPPLEMENTARY 1O QUESTION NO 199 OF 1979

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, caen the Minister say how many fire extinguishers
are expected to be s501d fOoreceee

MR SPEAXER:

Not under any circumstances. It is private landlords who sare
providing it. You have asked a question as to whether
Government has made an estimate of the cost to private land-
lords. You have been given an aswer which basicsally neuns
thet they have not. We must not go beyond the scope of the
guestion.

EON G T RESTANO:
The only thing is, Mr Speaker, that I understood that legis-

lation was to be passed to ensure that prlvate landlords
installed these fire extinguishers.

MR SPEAKER:
You are right in asking questions in so fer as the provisions

to be included in the legislation é&re concerned, but the
question you are asking is the cost to private lsndlords.,

HON G T RESTANO:

I would like to learn what number of fire extinguishers will
be involved for private landlords?

~ MR SPEAKER:

Yes, to that extent you can esk.
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HON DR R G VALARINO: ‘ .

I believe the question was, Mr Speeker, whether a survey had

been done. A survey is being carriced out at the moment but

the Hon Membsr must remewmber that these asre for private landg—
lords and what we are providing at the moment is for
Governflent=owned dwellings, '

HON G T RESTANO:

The question was, since draft legislation is to be prepered...
¥R SPEAKER:

The snswer you have beén\given is that Government has made a
suwrvey in so far as the supply of fire extinguishers to
Government bulldings is concerned but they heve not made a
survey in 'so far as the supply of the fire extinguishers by
private landlords. Is that correct?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

That 1s perfectly cofrect, Mr Spesker.

HON G T RESTANO:

Well, since nc survey has been made, can I ask the Governwent
to meke a survey? .

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

We shall take the order now and carry it out immedistely.
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No 200_of 1979

THZE HON G T RESTANQ

Can Government, state how often it will inspect fire extingui-
shers in Government houses and whet will he the cost of such
a servicey

ANSVER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNIGIPAL SERVICLS

Inspections will be carried out annually. Te inspections
will be carried out by Iire Brigasde personnel as peart of their
fire prevention duties and will be absorbed into the work
routine, therefore there will be no additional cost.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION KO 200 OF 1979

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, cen the Minister give us an sssurance that there
will be snnuesl inspections becsuse, if I remember correctly,
when I asked a question sbout the fire hoses at the Alameda
Housing #stete the Minister then said that there were snnual
ingpection and in fact it was quite clear that there had been
no inspection for meny, meny years. Cean the Minister give
us an assursnce that there will be ammual inspections fron
now on¢t :

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Spesker, we are now diverting to the fire hoses. If I
remember rightly, I did say at a time thst there were annual
inspections and I think that there were annual inspections at
the time, whatever the Member mey wish to say, but I can give
an assursnce to the House that inspections will be carried
out annually.

HON P J ISOLA:

How meny visits will these involve? Will it not be well in
the order of about 8,000% How meny Government houses are
there? Does the Minister know how msny visits it will
involve? I am surprised that it can be sabsorbed by the Fire
Service, S

HON CHIEF MINISYER:

If we had said it would cost more they would have said it was
too expensive.
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I carnot give the actusl figures as I do not have
them to hand. I cen find. out from the Chief ¥Yire Officer
and perscnally give the figures to the Hon Member but I am
assured by the Chief Fire Officer that the Fire Brigade per—
sonnel can carry out these duties as part of their normal
work routine.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

/ :
Will inspection be cerried out just in Government houses opr
will it also epply to private houses?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

In the first place, Mr Speaker, we are providing this in
Government houses, When the legislation is effective and
pessed then I am sure that the Fire Brigade will be able to
sbsorb these further duties into psrt of their work routine.
This will really mean the proper utilisation of the staff and,
in feact, talking about the number of Govermment dwellings, we
have 7,500 Government dwellings.

HON P J IS0La:

I thank the Hinister for telling us there are 7,500 Government
dwellings, Is the Minister saying seriously to this touse
that the ¥ire Brigade, with its present staff, is going to be
gble to inspect something like thirty homes a day, is that
what he is ssying, without bringing the private housing in,
with its present staff end its present responsibilities? I
do not think anybody would believe that.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Spesker, I think Honourable Members should at least give us
credit occasionally for a little intelligencee. All these
matters have been thrashed eut in Council of Ministers with
the advice of the Chief Fire Officer who has given us the
undertaking that the Minister is conveying to the House. The
responsibility is the hinister's but since some of the ques-
tions are so childish I think I have to point out that
Ministers' statements are made on the advice. of Heads of
Depaertmernts, particularly the technical departments.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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THE HON G T RESTANO

Can Government state how many telephones ere repsired deaily in
Gibraltar and how do these figures compare with numbers
repaired three years ago?

ANSWER

THE TION THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SSRVICES

The;average number of telephones repaired daily in Gibraltar
is <7, The number of telephones repaired in 1976 was 19.
This represents an increase of L2

SUPPLEMENTARY 70 QUESTION NO 201 OF 1979

HON P J ISOILA:

Will the Government explain, if that is the case =nd if the
answer is =sccurate, how it is that everybody compleins now
gbout the time it takes to repair their telephones and they
did not complain three yesrs ago?

HONIR R G VALARINO:

Mr Spesker, people have always compleined when their telephone
is out of action and is not repaired within a few days:
However, the number of telephones in service in 1976 was 8,248,
This compares with 9,000 in 1979 which is an increase,
therefore, of 10.5% There is one other aspect in that the
industrial lazbour force at the external section which stood &t
19 telecommunication mecahnics in 1976, is at present at 18,
therefore a decrease of one. Ve have a shortage of tele-
communication mechanics at the present time,

HON J BOSSANO:

Is it not in fact the case that a great deal of the delay in
the faults is due to the fact that the repsir work is not
something that can be done to the household telephone as such
which csn be done in a fairly short spece of time, but some-~
thing wrong with the ceables which require the use of a section
of the telephone department which is even more short of staff
than the Minister has suggested?



HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, telephone fﬂults de not only cover repair of
faults of the ceble and the jointing work, it also involves
caeble faults and ceble faults are by far the larger of the
cause of faults and in fact a ceble fault can put ocut 20, 30,
LO or 50 subscribers at a time, whereas & single telephone

" fault would Just put out cne or two in that particular section.

The Honoureble Member is right, we are short of staff as well
in that perticular section of the Department.

HON J BOSSANO ¢

/
/

/ : '
In fact, particularly in thet section, is it not the case?
HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, we must be grateful toc the Hon Mr Bossano for
providing the answers to the Hinister, but can I ask the
Minister what he is doing to rectify that sztuatlon, or is thsat
going to another firm of consultants?

HON DR R G VALARTDIO:
Mr Speaker, the depertment is presehﬁly looking into new

avenues of recruitment simed at umeeting the more complex
equipment whicthh is expected in the near future.
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No 202 of 1979 ‘ ORAL

THE HOR G T RESTANO

Can Government give reasons wny it 1is that the Telephone

Department does not seem &ble to cope with the demands made
upon it by the subscribing public? :

ANSWER
=MLY

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

The demands made upon the Telephone Department by the sub-
scribing public fall into three main areas:-

2o insta}lation of telephones and telephone systems;
b. repsir of faults;
c. placing of international cslls.

On a.: The installation of telephones has met with long
delays due meinly to staff shortages and general leck of
working cable pairs in both mein and distribution cables.

On b.: Meain cgble faults have so far been less severe than
the previous years. This has been due to an extent to the
Replacement Programme, in which five Main Cebles have now
been replaced. There have been many line faulits requiring
the re-wiring or changing of complete drop-wire runs which
has stretched the capacity of the external section and which
is still causing serious concern. The reason for the
delay in the repeir of some lines suffering from this par-
ticuler fault is the lgbouwr shortsge presently being

suf fered.

On c.: The International Service is now functioning well
end it is hoped that with the very recent employment of an
additional five temporary trunk operators, the deleys
previously suffered on 00 and 95 will be alleviated to &
large extent .

SUPELEN EVTARY TO_GUESTION NO 202 CF 1979
HON G T RESTANO: |

Mr Spesker, what does Government internd to do to oversome
the difficulties in a. and b.?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

on a,, basically, as I explained in my previous answer, the
real answer is to recruit more people and in fact I feel
that the old avenue of recruitment of craftsmen from the

L4
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boy labourer grade is now inedequate and the depsrtment is
hoping to &atiract some GCE'0' level entrants into its
apprentice scheme, The successful outcome of this type of
recruitment will enable the department to meet the future
sguarely. On the second one which we are talking about,
ceble faults, the obvious answer is the replacement of the
0ld telephone cables by the new insulated type of cable
which will continue for a number of yeers until all the old
cables are gradually got rid of, we have the new insulated
cables and much less faults,. ‘

HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Minister say if the International dialling in the
exchange is now much alleviated, why it is that a sub-
scriber who wants to call urgently knows he can have it
provided he pays at double the rate? Is he aware of that?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Spesker, I think this is something that we put down in
the regulstions at the last Budget where we specified that
for an urgent call a subscriber had to pey an extra smount
to be able to get through straight away without any problem.

MR SPEAKER:

The principle is sccepited. VWhat you are being asked is why
is it that by the nere payment of an extra charge you can
get an immediate call?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Basically because if we tske this urgent call, other calls
have got to wait their turn.

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Spesgker, what I em asking the Minister is why if it is
working properly, by which people*would expect to get their
call almost immediately, why if it is working properly it is
necessary to charge people double if they want the call
quickly? ’

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Spesker, I think the difference here is between the word
"quickly™ and "“instantly". We are talking about an instant
telephone call and this is what we are paying more for than
the usual telephone call. We are requiring an instant tele-
phone call and therefore other subscribers have to wait, the
instant telephone call has got to be put through and the
operator always does his best and they get it through within
seconds and this is exactly what was provided for in the
regulations. o - . .

’
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THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA |

In view of the statement by the finister at the last meeting
of the House when speaking about International Subsecriber
Dialling equipment that costs were increasing daily, has

‘Government now made & decision with regard to the ISD

equipment to be used in Gibraltar and has an order been
placed?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

No decision can be tsken with regard to the eguipment tc be
used in Gibraltar for ISD until the British Post Office
Consultants' Report is available. It is expected thet the
Consultant will arrive in Gibrelter in the next couple of
weeks, He will be here for two months ard the report
will be produced as soon as possible thereafter.
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THE HON_J BOSSANO

Can Government state how long it 1is since the steel girders
in some of the columns in the blocks in the ulameda lkstate
were exposed by the removal of the concrete covering?

ANSWER

| IHE HON THE MINISTER FOR_PUBLIC WORKS

About two years ago, hair cracks were observed in the
rendering on columns st Governor's lMeadow House and
Victoria House. Portions of non-structural concrete were
removed, The surface of the columns at Victoria House,
which were within the buildings, were re-rendered shortly
afterwsrds. ' '

Those at Governor's Meadow House, which are external and
the work on which was therefore not urgbnt will be dealt
with in the neer future.

SUPPILEMIENTARY TO QUESTION NO 204 OF. 1979

HON J BOEGANO:

Notwithstanding the fact that the work msy not be urgent,
does the Minister think it is. reasonable to leave the
steel girders exposed for two years?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I understand from ny technlcal people that no harm is being
done.

'HON J BOSSANO:

So the fact that they look rustier éfter they are exposed
than they did before happens to be a purely cosmetic thing,
doesn't it, Mr Speaker?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Mr Speaker.
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THE HON G T RESTAMNO

Js Government aware that there is no external lighting
between the two blocks at the North Gorge Hostel, nor is

. there any fencing or other protection for young children

in the area?
ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

A. Excluding the lights above the main entrance to the
blocks, there is no other form of lighting between the
blocks, . We will be providing suiteble lighting to the
erea in question in the near future.

B. Chain link fencing is provided on the eastern side of
Block 3 facing the gorge, sand 2lso on the southermnend of
Blocks 2 and 3 where, in addition to the chain link
fencing, there.is also a brick boundary wall. The
contract provides for the erection of fencing on the
north end of Block 1 end posts for this purpose have
already heen erected. '

SUPPLEMAITARY ™0 QUESTION NO 205 CF 1979
HON G T RESTLNO:

First of al1ll, on the lighting. When will the Government
start installing the lights?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 3
I should hope Within the next two or three weeks, Sir.
HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Minister not consider thet the path
which persons in the second block have to use to reach the
egblutions at the hack of that block is very dangerous, there
is & steep incline and certainly without lighting and
without fencing it could be a danger to 1imb? VWould the
Minister not meke provision to have immediate lighting put
up and fencing around that area?

hY

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

I do not think there is very much danger that the fencing is
not there, Sir, because one does not get as close to where
the edge is. I wouwld zgree that the provision of lighting
should te urgent and I will lock into the matter.

e
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THE_HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can Government state the cost so far of the paving works at
the North end of Rosia Road and Alameda Estate and what is
-the area that has been actually paved? :

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINTISTER FOR PUPLIC WORKS

A token figure of £1,000 was provided in this yesar
Estimates to allow a start to be made on this section of un-
paved footpath and it is proposed to complete the works in
stages over the next 2/3 years. To date a sum of £995,27
has been spent and some 300 18" x 18" paving slabs have been
laid. ‘

It is considered from & safety standpeint that the works
should proceed a little further scuthwards so that pedes-—
trians msy cross the road onto Rosia Promenade away from
the bend in the road.

It is propossd to fund this small extension to this year's
works from the General Road Maintenance Vote,

SUPPLEM BITARY TO QUESTION NO 206 OF 1979
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Is the Minister aware that work seems to have started once
end now is going again end is this go-stop—go business
golng to carry on?
MR SPEAKXER:
This is inherent in the answer,
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Mr Speaker, what I em referring to is that you get the thing
started and then everything is left there, then again it
started, probably prompted by my question, I do not know,

but now it is going ahead. Is the Minister intending at
least to cover a particular stage and complete it?%

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

No, Sir, this job has been classified as very low pricrity
and lsbour is only used there when it is not required on
other work, '
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Does the Minister nct realise that there are obstructions in
that little bit now and agaeinbecause of that and, in fact,
it looks very messye.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
This area has not been dealt with for thirty years, I think
We are now starting to get on with the job.

MR |SPEAKER:

Next question.
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HON MAJOR R J PRELIZA

Can Covernment state for how long the repairs of paving at
the North end of Rosia Rcad and Alameda Estate have been

~going on, why the work has stopped and vhen it is expected

that the paving will be finished?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

The works beilng carried out at Rosia Road are not repairs
but a completely new pavement since this section of footpath
was unpaved. The works are of low priority and labour is
only employed there when available from other projects.

The works were stopped for some considerable time during the
Feast of the Lamb,

As mentioned in my reply to Question 206 it is proposed to

' carry out the full paving works in stages over the next 2/3

years,

SUPPLEMENTARY TC QUISTION NG 207 OF 1979

" HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

There are places on that side of the pavement which are
extremely narrow, is it necessary to teke three yesrs to do
that?

MR SPEAKER:

I think the explanation has been given,

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

On the question of does it take so lohg it is a question of

are we going to put it in high enough priority to devote
enovgh money to do the whole thing at once.
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THE HON MAJOR R J PELTJA

Will Government take steps to remove building materials such
es timber and sheet corrugated steel end cast iron pipes
that heve been left strewn in the Glacis Estate at ground
floor level which constitutes a danger to young children sas
well as a nulssnce?

ANSTER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR _PUBLIC WCRKS

We can find no building materials at Glacis Estate other than
those involved in current works.

If the Hon Member will inform me exactly where the materials
he refers to in his question are located, I will immediately
look into the matter of their removal,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 208 Qi 1579
HON MAJOR R J-PELIZA: .
Mr Speasker, I made 1t a point of going eround yesterday and
tlie material had been removed but it was there before, kr
Speeker, that is why "he camnot find it. On that point,; Mr
Spesgker, could the Minister lock around that area and see if
he could take away that slummish look it has at present
perhaps by filling up the pot holes and things that are in
the centre of the patios as well, I think, as a sort of
square where water stagnates and I think that mosquitoes
tend to breed.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

8ir, we are looking round the area and, in fact, we were
actually washing down the area the other day end scrubbing
it with detergent to meke it look brighter.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Was that, perhaps, in prepsration for my other visit?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

No, Sir, this was done following a meeting with the Glecis
Tenants' Assccistion with whom we cooperate very well.
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THE HON NAJOR R J PELIZA

Is Government awere that several doors to the refuse chutes
at ground floor level in the Glacis Estate are missing and

have not been re-fized and does this not constitute heslth

and danger hszards to persons ard children in pearticulear?
ANSWER '
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Yes, S8ir, Government is aware that several ground floor
timber doors to the refuse chuts in Glaclis Estate are missing.
These were found to be badly damaged and were removed. Some
have already been replaced by steel doors, and further doors
are scheduled to he manufactured at our workshops as soon as
possible.
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THE HON MagOR R J PELIZA

What meintenance and cleaning does Government carry out in
relation to. the toilets at the Commercial Wharf and North
Mole and is Government satisfied with their state?

ANSWER

ThE HON THE MINISTER ¥ CR TRADE AND ECONCMIC
DEVELCPMENT

Three toilets are situated within the commerciasl port:-

One at the entrance to revenue enclosure next to the
cubicles;

One at the elbOW'battery;A and

One betweens Jetties Nos 1 and 2 end accessible from the
main roadway . ’

The Port Derartment employs itwo Latrine Attendants, Monday
to Friday during the hours of 8 to 5 and the latrines are
kept clean, During the weekend one Latrine a4ttendant is
on duty, on Saturdays frem 8 to noon.

Maintenance is done, as and when reguired, by requisitions
to Public Works Department., On inspection tollets have
been found to be in a clean stete.

SUPPIEMENTARY TO QUESTICON NO 210 CF 1979

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Is the Minister aware that if he were to go round the
toilets 2nd 1oOKeeeoe :

MR SPEAKER:

Order, I will not allow you to particularise. 7You have
asked a2 general question and you have been given a general
answer, ’

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Spesker, I think that the Minister has got a dutyeeee

MR SPEAKER:

You might think what you like but I em calling you to

order.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Spesker, could the Minister then see thal the arrange-
ment that he says exist are implemented more effectively
becazuse 1f we were to go round, lr Speaker, he would see a

~lot of something I think which his Government 1is very much

identified with,

MR SPEAKER:

Order. I will ask you to withdraw that,
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speeker, I withdraw that.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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5 12 79
NO 211 OF 1979 ‘ ORATL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Can Government state the position with regard to the re-
development at Casemates of the Government Hostel and what
damage was done to the part reconstructed by recent heavy
rains?

ANSWER

/ THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUPL JIC WORKS

The progress to date on the rehabilitation of the Government
Hostel at Casemates is as follows:—

The main roof hag been stripped of existing asbestos sheets
and defective timbers. Accumulated rubbish in the roof
space has been removed, All the defective structural roof
timbers have been replaced ready to receive the new asbes-
tos cement sheets. :

The Contractor stripped the roof in the belief that the new
roof sheets would arrive in Gibraltar and be fixed before
the winter rains. Due to delays in production at source,
and shipping space, the sheets did not arrive as early as
hoped. They were due to be dlspatCQed from the UK on 2
December 1979.

The underground drainage system serving new kitchensy
latrines, etc, at the rear of the main building has been
completely renewed, with the exception of several small
gulley runs yet to be installed. Some redundant out-
buildings have been demolished, ’

New potable and brackish water‘supply'pipés have been
installed to feed latrines, showers, new kitchens, etc.

Four first-floor dormitories are now comple te each with
their own kitchens, doors and windows replaced as necessary,
vinyl sheet flooring laid and re-decorated throughout.

The four dormitories have all been electrically re-wired
and work has commenced on the renewal of mains supply
cables., Damage to finished work caused by the October
heavy rainfall is as follows:-

DORMITORY 14 (occupied): Minor areas of flaking paint on

.walls and vaulted ceiling. These are isolated and do not

appear to be causing the occupants any problems.
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DORMITORY 14 (not occupied): Since handover, paint has
flaked in many areas. The Contractor has cleaned all these
areas and recently no further flaking has nccurred.

DORWIITORIES 12 and 11 (hended over 320 Nov '79): These have
a few minor isolated areas offlasking paint, The affected
-areas have been cleaned prior to handover,

It is slmost certain that the flaking paint i1s attributed

to the October hesvy rainfall. There are signs of drips
and penetration through the barrel wvaults. This water will
have 'carried wath it soluble salts which are contained in
the materials used to build the Casemates.

These salts have attackzd the emulsion paint cauging it to
lose adhesion.and this is deposited on floor, worktops, etc,
as a fine white powder.

The ceilings and stonework were sealed beflore painting to
bind the open texture of the surfaces. This was not a
water repellant,

Unfortunately, the Contractor failed to take any precautions
to prevent the ingress of water into the exposed roof slab
and Government will, of course, if necessary, invoke the
conditions of the contract, which includes a defects
liability period of twelve months.



5 12 79
NOQ 212 OF 1979 : ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Cen Government state whether sand is now being supplied in
Gibraltar from domestic sources?
NSWER

e S et

JE_HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Yeé, Sir.

/

HON P J ISOLA:

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 212 OF 1979

Can Government state since when it has been supplied from
local sources?

HON M K FEATHERSTOIG

From the 9th of November, Sir.



512 79

NO 213 CF 1979 ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Can Government state whether the refuse chutes at Llamedsa
Estate are now back in operetion?

ANSWER

14
B g

THE HON THE MINISTER F OR HOUSING AKD SPORT

The refuse chutes at the Alameda Estate are being made
operational, starting from Kingsway House and working up
towards Governor's leadow House.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 213 OF 1979
HON P J ISOLA:
Are there any operational yet?
HON H J ZANMMITT:

None at the moment, Mr Speaker, in fact, work started a few
days ego and it is Government's intention to condemn one of
the two chutes in every block and we hope that within the
next week one of the two chutes will become operationsal,

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Spegker, I thought the Hon Member 2t the last meeting of

the House when he said that the refuse chutes would be ope-

rational shortly, I do not recall the Hon Member seying that
they were going to condemn some of these chutes. VWheat sort

of effect is that going to have on refuse dispossl in these

blocks if you cut them by 505%%

HON H J GAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, the purpose of comdening one of the two chutes
is to repair the condemned chute. In fact, we have to
close one of them down at a2 time and sllow one to be used
whilst the other is under repair.

HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Minister state how long this operastion is likely to
last, the full operation?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Tofally, Nr Speaker, doing all .eight blocks at Alameda
Estate, rough ly,ehout one year. -

[ 2
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WO 214 OF 1979 - ORATL
THE HON P J TSOLA

Is Government aware of the large rubbish dump to the west of
Moorish Castle Social Club at the entrance to the Moorish
Castle Housing HEstate, and why is not rubbish remowved from
this area?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINLISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Rubbish is removed from this area, as indeed from all other
areas in Gibraltar, and there is certainly no accumulation
of rubbish in the area he mentions.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 214 OF 1979

HON P J ISOLA:

I have seen it with my own eyes, Mr Speaker, Is it not a
fact that this particular rubbish standing as it does as you
go into the Moorish Castle Housing Estate on the right, is
there not dispute as to whether that is btaken away or not
and meanwhile it accumulates? Can the Minister assure the
House that there is no rubbish as you enter the Moorich
Castle Housing Estate under the archway on the right?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I can assure the House that there is no rubbish
at this particular stage. 1 am aware that when the Hon
Member visited there and in consonance with his visit There
was a lot of rubbish there. What, happened there was that
there was the arrival of certain Christmas goodies which -
required the unstuffing of certain cargo boxes which wexre
placed there and removed by the actual shop owner himself.

HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Government aware that the rubbish that was there con-
trasted sharply with the words of Wlsdom that were spoken
there at the time?

HON H J ZAMMITT

Mr Speaker, 1 assure the Hon Member that it was shop rubtish
- which was removed and although there are occasions when
rubbish is accumulated there, the Warden Structure and the
Public Works Department take partlculqr care in alleviating
the situation,



NO 215 OF 1979 5 12 99
THE HON P J TSOTA ORATL

Can Government state the nature of the remedial works that
. are being carried out at Veryl Begg Bsbtate and why it is
that these works could not have been carried out three
years ago?

ANSYWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

The remedial works currently being carried out on the roof
of two of the Varyl Regg blocks of flats are of a temporary
nature.

These consist of the application of bitumen emulsion to the
tiled flat roof areas and inner parapet walls as well as
vertical faces of columns and duct walls rising above the .
flat roof area. '

These temporary remedial works could not have been carried
out three years-ago, due to the fact that the nature of the
defects was not knon until June of this year. It was then
that the third statement on the problems of the Varyl Begg .
roofs was received from the independent consultants, who are
advising Government on the causes of the defects, This
third statement, based on exploratory works carried out by
the said independent consultants on the roof of Varyl Begg
Estate, indicated what they have found to be the vulnerable
arease :

The current works are in themselves exploratory and theixr
effects can only be evaluated on the two blocks in question
after the first heavy rains, Towards the end of August of
this year proposeals for a permanent solution were discussed
in London and it was hoped that works leading to a perma-
nent solution might have started before. this winter. This
is now seen as unlikely.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUEST.LON NO 215 OF 1979
HON P J ISOILA:

-

Does the Government know the nature of the work that has to
be carried out for a permanent solution? :

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

As I have said before, Sir, we have been thinking towards
the line of a pitched roof.



HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is the Government aware of what is required for
a permanent solution and, if so, what is Government doing
about it? :

"HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I have already sald, Sir, that we are thinking that a perma-
nent solution would best be obbtained by Tthe building of a
pitched roof, I think the Hon Attorney~General has given the
state of play in.this question at the moment.,
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NO 216 OF 1979 | ORAL

THE HON P J TSOLA

Can Government state what considerations, apart from a visit
by a number of residents from the Varyl Begg Estate to the
Chief Minister, finally decided the Government to take at
long last remedial action at-the Varyl Begg Estate?

ANSHER

THES HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

My answer to the last question explained the reason as to why
it has not been possible over the last three years to attempt
remedial works, A remedy cannot be applied if the causes
are unknown,

" I explained in my last answer that having identified the

causes last June Government was working toards a permanent
solution to the problem of the Varyl Begg Estate roofs in
the hope that work on this might have commenced before the

rainy season.

As this has not been possible, the Government is not teking
other measures.

By using the evidence availlable to Government as from June of
this year an attempt at a temporary solution is being pubt to

the test. My Department cannot guarantee that this altempt

is going to produce results. '

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 216 OF 1979

HON P J ISOLA:

Why has it taken, Mr Speaker, five months, since the cause
was known? .

"HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Because we had hoped that agreement was going to be forth-
coming between the consultants and the contractors to start
on a permanent solution some time before the rainy season
had started and in the hope that that was going, no
temporary solution was tried,

HON P J ISOLA:

" What made the Government think that a dispute that has gone

on for four years was so near to solution? What grounds
did Government have to expect that the consultants and the
contractors would come to an agreement on the matter?

Sa

e



HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

As T said in a debabte here some time ago following the
intervention of Messrs Andrews, Kent and Stone as honest
brokers, they were rather led to believe that the consul-
tants and contractors were working towards a permanent
solution on, perhaps, a more rapid procedure than has
actually tended Lo be the -case,

HON MAJOR E J PELIZA:

Will the Government be paying for this or will the claim be
put on to the contractors or consultants?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
At the moment Government is paying for it but it is being

put in a suspense account and we hope we may be able to
claim it back from the two protagonists concerned,



NO 217 OT 1979 | o 1279
THE HON P J ISOLA | ORAL

What is the position with regard to the modernisation pro-
gramme in relaticn to the Lime Kiln Steps with particular
reference to phase 2 of the same?

ANSJ]R.

TFL HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPHMENT

Thefsecond part of the current modernisation programe at
Lime Kiln Steps and not phase 2 has been delayed by diffi-
culties over the decanting of two tenants.

It is anticipated that these tenants will soon move out.
The first part of the scheme is well advanced and will pro-
duce fifteen moernised flats. The second part will take
about twenty months from commencement of work to complete
and will result in another fifteen flats.

Phase 2 is not included in the 1978/81 Development
Programnme, .

SUPPLEENTARY TO QUESTION NO 217 OF 1979
HOW P J ISOLA: |

Mr Spesker, is it correct to say that if the Government had
initially, when embarking on this Jevelopment decided to
decant all the tenants affected by either phase, there
would not be these serious problems of delay now?

HON A W SERFATY:

Most of the tenants were decanted and the Honourable Leader
of the Opposition must remember the trouble that wehave had
with some of the tenants. There are still two tenants and
we are hoping that within the next few days these tenants
will move to decanting accommodation which has now been
provided and which we hope they will accept within the next
day or two.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, the ﬂonourable Member can make that answer, 1.
suppos e, that they will be shatly decanted because ne will
not be here presumably to answer any further questions on
the matter.

MR SFPEAKER:

We will have to wait and see, Next question.
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No 218 OF 1979 - ORAL

THIS HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can Government state whethér the offer made to the liquida-
tor of Dayfenn Ltd in regerd to Engineer House has been
-accepted and if not what does Government propose to do about
the position?

ANSWER

/ THE HON THE MINISTER TOR TRADE AND ECONOMIC
‘ DEVETOPNENT

i

The Government offer in regard to Engineer House is still
being considered by the Liquidator. The second part of
the question does not therefore arise at this stage.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NC 218 of 1979

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Hasn't this been going on now, as we said I think in the
last session, for yeazrs and yesrs?- Does the Minister fore-
see when this is likely to be concluded?

HON A W SERFATY:

We hope that the liguidator will scon make up his mind. He
has now employed a local valuer so we are hoping there will
be progress in the near future..

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Does he believe that this will happen before the general
election?

MR SPEAKER 3

That depends on when the general election is going to be
held. -

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, a statement was made on this by the Hon and
Learned Chief Minister and he undertook to let Members have
copies of the statement, it might have helped if we had
these before this meeting.

¥
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I improvised a statement on information given and 1 was only

given the copy of the Hansard recently. I have got it here
and I will circulate it to Honourable Members.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,

/

/



5 12 79
No 219 of 1979 ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO

Can Government state why their plans for further housing
deve]opmcnt in Catelan Bay only comprise the construction
of six units?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The number of dwellings that can be constructed at any given
time depends on the funds then available and on the amount
which can be alloceated to any particular district in rela-
tion to the needs of the community as a whole, The
availability of suitable sites is also an important factor.
These considerations have dictated the Government's
proposals for the construction of six dwellings at Catalan
Bay under the current Development Programme,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 219 OF 1979

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Minister not agree that the available
space for development in Catalan Bay is extrenely minimal
and this area is perhaps the only one where real developnent
can be made end would he not agree that by merely having six
flats there, six units, he is nob using the available space
at an optimum value?

HON A.W SERFATY:

That is quite correct, as we are not using other available
spaces in Gibraltar for housing, because funds are an
important consideretion.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I remember the Minister saylng that he would be
building sixteen flats in that area, why has he now come
down to six?

.

HON A W SERFATY:

I cannot recall having committed the Government ‘o building
sixteen flats in Catalan Bay.

" HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I would refer the Minister to Question No 251 of
1977 where he said that there would be approximately
sixteen, .

~.



MR SPEAKER:
Are you quoting from memory or are you quoting from Hansard?
HON G T RESTAIO:

I am quoting, Mr Speaker, from Hansard,  Approximately
sixteen Medview type flats., - Of course, he also said in
answer to another question that the optimum capacity of the
whole of the northern area would be fiftcen units.

HON A W SERFATY:
Can you repeat that last sentence?
HON G T RESTANO:

. "The opbtimun capacity of the whole of the northern area of

the village now left for redevelopment is fifteen units."”
That was said in July 1978, Again, 1 would ask the Minister
why 1f the optimum capacity is fifteen, he only proposes to
build six? '

HON A W SERFATY:

Yes, the optimum cepacity can be fifteen or sixteen units
but that does not mean thalt these fifteen units are going to
be built in this or the next Development Programme,

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, would it not make sense to build the fifteen
units rather than build six then perhaps build another nine
in a year's time or three years' time?

HON A W SERFATY:

Maybe it would make sense to build more than six flats at
.this moment of time but it would have to be a political
decision by the Government as tc how many units we actually
build at Catalan Bay in this Development Programme and this
matter is being considered at the present moment of time,

)

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, may I ask what numbers are fhere on the housing
at Catalan Bay? How many people require flats there?

- HON A W SERFATY:
The information that I have is that there are 30 people on

the waiting list for housing out of a-total of about 1,800,
That is my present information. - ,
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HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speesker, will the Government be demolishing the building

which has not yet been demolished, the one next to the two

buildings which have been demolis hcd>

HON A W SERFATY

Not at the present moment of tTine, Fventually it will
probably be demolished bubt not at the present moment of
time, We have got about six tenants there and we really
do not need this site at present for this Development
Programme.,

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, has the Minister had meetings with the

~villagers?

MR SPEAKER:

Let us not talk at cross purposes, The Minister has said
that in the present Development Progremme, in so far as the
financial position is concerned, they can only build six
flate and that they do not need to demolish this particular
one Tor the bullding of those flats. We must not go beyond
the scope of the guestion.

HON G T RESTANO:

The only thing was, Mr Speaker, and I refer to the Hansard
of June 1978, the Minister said that he had had meetings
with repreoentatlves of the villiagers and he said that they
were not unhappy at the proposed development of six, 1t
has been made absolutely clear over the last few weeks that
this is Jjust not so,. ”

MR SPEAKER:

We are not going to go now into the veracity of the state-

ment made in 1978, © That is another matter which you can
bring up in another context,

.

"HON G T RESTANO:

Would the Minister have meetings with the villagers to find
out what their views are and not just his own, for the
development of this site?

HON A W SERFATY:

I am having another meetlng with representatlves of Catalan
Bay within the next few days. - :

€



HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is the Minister saying he is going to have-
another look with a view to revising the proposal upwards?

HON A W SERFATY:

No, Sir, what 1 have said is .that I am meeting them at their
request and I am always ready to meet peoplé, why not?

HON P J ISOLA:

Can 1 ask the Minister, in view of the fact that this site,
Irom what I hear from my Honourable Friend, is going to be
cleared and is available and on this site you could build
Tifteen or sixteen units, why does the Government Talk about
financial constraints, as far as the Development Programme
is concerned, in view of the fact that Government is not

" going to be able to spend the money that it has allocated
in the current financial year for housing, the slippage
there is enormous, why doesn't the Government get on and
build in places where the site is ready for building and
flats can be built?

HON A W SERFATY:

I, for one, am considering, I haven't taken this matfter to
Government yet, the possibility of not building just six
flats, it is all a quéstion of funds, of courss, but
building what Catalan Bay really requires at the present
moment of time wnich is seven bedsitters, one four room,
kitchen, bathroom flat, and two three room, kitchen, bath-
room flat. This is what the technicians are now studying
the possibility of building if we have the funds.

HON P J ISOLA:
That is what, additional?
HON A W SERFATY:

No, instead of the six flats. The present situation is that
is what is needed is seven bedsitters, one four-roomed flat
and two three-roomed flats, that is the present situation,
and I will be delighted if Government were able to come to a
decision of building these ten units, :

HON P J ISOLA:

'Mr Speaker, any increase in the amount 1s obviously a good
thing and desirable, Why does the Minister talk of the
question of money when the Government has provided &3m in
1979/80 for building of new housing and up to the half year
they have only spent £700,000 so, therefore, why does nop
the Government build where it can, especially on sites that
are available and not talk about financial constraints on a
development programme which is grossly underspent.
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HON A W SERFATY:

The Honourable ILeader of the Oppo ition is talking of £3m.,
“A 1ot of this housing is funded by the Ministry of Overseas
Development, that is another aspect of the whole matterxr,
and I can say that virtually the £1%m which wereceeeoo

MR SPEAKER:

- What you are being asked is a simple question@ Since you
have only speno £700,000 of the %)me why don't you go on
bulldlnn where you can‘>

HON A W SERFATY:

The £3m. or whatever amount it is, Mr Speaker, has already
been committed, it is already committed on other schemes.

HON P J ISOLA:

But which shall not come to fruition. Will Government, as
a matter of urgency, substitute things that can be done
quickly? The Minister himself is talking of substitution
when he says "we are thinking in terms of substituting the
six units by ®ten units. If there is flexibility why not
go the whole hog, Mr Speaker, and thus ensure proper
development in Catalan Bay? '

HON A W SERFATY:

I consider the whole hog to be the provision of these ten
units which are badly required.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.



512 79
NO 220 OF 1979 ~ ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

. Can Government state whether the Ministry of Overseas
Development has now approved the additional expenditure
involved in the projects cof filling in between Nos 2 and
% Jetties?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Yes, Sir. ODA approved a supplementary grant of £285,117,
ie 90% of the amount required (£316,797) on 5 November
1979 to meet the additional estimated cost of the construc—
tion of a Container Berth between Nos 2 and 3 Jetties.

SUPPIEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 220 of 1979
HON G T RESTANO: |
Has the tender'how'ﬁeen accepted?

HON A W SERFATY:

Yes, Sir.



512 79
NO 221 OF 1979 ' ORAL
(' .
THE HON P J 130LA

Have any applications yet been made for the carriage of mail
and newspapers to Gibraltar on the days that scheduled
aircraft do not operate?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and
Postal Services)

It is understood that the Civil Aviation Authority has been
approached by one such operator who has been advised to make
application. It is further understood that the application,
if required, will be published and, if there is an

objection, the matter will be dec1ded at a public hearlng.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 221 OF 1979
HON P J ISOLA: '
Will the Government support the apbli:ation?
HON CHIEF MINISTER: |
Fully.
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5 12 79
No 222 of 1979 . ORAL
CHON P o ISOLA

Can Government state whether during the month of November
the four positions dealing with postal matters and one
dealing with Savings Bank transactions were fully manned
throughout the month?

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and
Postal Services)

The Savings Bank position was manned throughout the month,

- It was not possible to man all the other four positions

throughout this time, The reason for this was that the
officers in charge of the Sub-Post Offices were absent from
duty throughout November, one on sick leave and the other
on annual leave, This meant that staff from the Counter
had to be deployed to cover these absences and this resulted
in only three of the positions being manned.
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No 223 of 1979 : ORAT
THE HON P J TSOTA |

Can Government state whether there has been an improvement
during the month of November in the carriage of mail to

. Gibraltar and whether non-delivery of mail has occurred on

any day during the month of November?
ANSWER
,&HE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and
Postal Services) .

Mails on four days during November (the same as in October)
has not arrived on scheduled flights, ie Wednesday 7th,
Tuesday 1l3%th, Friday 16th and Tuesday 27th November, The
mail which was closed in London on the 7th was received on
the 9th; that which was closed on the 13th was received on
the 1l4thsy that which was closed on the 16th was received
on the l7th and that which was closed on the 27th was
received on the 28th.

The Director of Postal Services telexed complaints to Over-
seas Postal Headquarters, London on the 8th November, This
was followed by a letter in which the Headquarters were
asked to ensure that all concerned in the despatch of mail
for Gibraltar were made aware of the difficulties that were
being experienced due to the non-arrival of mails on some
days. The Headquarters replied that "instructions ¥o
forward Gibraltar mails by earlier trains to enable flight
connections to be made had been overlooked on van schedules;
that reminders had been issued and that inspection would be
carried out,” Apologies for failures were tendered.
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NO 224 of 1979 ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO

In view of the statement of the minister at the last
meeting of the House that an appointment would be made in
the near future of a playleader to organise the adventure
playground, can Government state whether such an appoint-
ment has yet been made?

ANSWER
THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

We have been informed by the Overseas Development
Administration that interviews were to be held in Iondon on
Wednesday 28 November 1979,

2. - An appointment should therefore be made shortly and
it is expected that the Playleader will probably come to
Gibraltar early in 1980.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 224 OF 1979

HON G T RESTANO:
Will the Honourable Member give an assurance that the local
trainee will be asppointed immediately after the arrival of
the Playleader?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, the intention is that an appointment of the
Playleader should be made and thereafter steps will be taken
to app01nt a trainee Playleader to understudy hlm during

his time in Gibraltar.



512 79
NO 225 OF 1979 ' ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state what steps are being taken to remedy

. the loss and periodic shortages of linen at St Bernard's

Hospital?

.,&HE HON THE MTINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HBEALTH SERVICES
The question is constantly under review and every effort is
made to maintain inevitable losses.at the lowest possible
level, I am not aware that any patients have suffered
through shortage of linen.,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUEST ION NO 225 OF 1979

HON J BOSSANO:

Is the Minister aware that on a number of occasions the
inconvenience caused by shortages of linen have been pointed
out to the administration and that there seems to be some
difficulty in finding a permanent solution to the problem?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

Yes, I am aware of that and I am told by the person dealing
with this particular subject, that instead of having what
they used to call a central linen stores they are now
stocking up wards with five sheets per bed except in the
case of KGV Hospital were they get a certain number of
sheets for the number of beds they have got, 1 think it is
two per bed, of course, and then they are issued with
twenty per day. 1 accept that there are, not periodically,
on certain occasions when late deliveries of linen or
sheets that are ordered from the UK take longer than usual,
there are certain inconveniences in that the stocking up of
a particular ward goes down and they have got to rush to
other wards to get some help,

HON J BOSSANO:

Is the Minister not aware that the difficulties with a con-
stant supply of linen seems to have coincided with the
transfer of the laundry to private industry from a
Government operated operation? :

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:
I think I have been long enough in the Department, perhaps

too long, to.accept that in a big organisation like that,
though I am not condoning it by any means, to lose about
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150 sheets a year or 200, the equivalent of about £500, is
not considered to be something of a tragedy. The ideal
thing would be to lose noné at all and 1 accept that the
losses might occur between the linen that is sent from
hospitals to laundry end back as they are not counted
because nurses refuse to count them and L feel that to
employ a man costing £3,400 to save £500 is not worth the

exercise,
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THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state whether the Children's Ward in St

Bernard's Hospital is now fully operational and, if so,

whether children are still being treated at the Royal 1 Vaval
Hospital?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

The Children's Ward has been fully operational since mid
June 1979 except that, as I have explained before in the
House, tonsillectomies are carried out in the Naval

. Hospital, This gives us more elbow room for maximising

facilities for other operations at St Bernard's and allow
for more tonsillectomies to be carried out.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 226 OF 1979

HON J BOSSANO:

So the Minister is, in fact, saying that without the
additional facilities in the Naval Hospital, they would be
able to handle less volume of patients, is that the case?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFOﬁ

In a way, yes, for the simple reason that the theatre is
used practlcally every day of the week and tonsillectomies
is what is called a dirty operation and therefore if you do
only tonsillectomies other patients will have to wait or
else do an exercise to do only certain types of operations

where you can fit in tonsillectomies, so by having tonsillec-

tomies being done at the Naval Hospital two things happen.

.The first one is the one I have already stated, the

maximising of facilities, the second, to keep the hospital
working and I think it is very important for Gibraltar from
the medical point of view and the political point of view
that we should have a‘Naval Hospital presence in our city,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, could I just ask, perhaps, not a directly
arising supplementary, but do we pay for the use of those
facilities?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

No, Sir, not at all,

*
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THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA |

Does Government not consider the provision of butane gas

cylinders in the hospital kitchen under the Maternity Ward

a safety hazard? _
ANSVER

- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Sir, butane cylinders are stored in the hospital in accor-
dance with the laid down UK code of practice and British
Standards specifications following routine surveys carried
out by the City Fire RBrigade.
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THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA -

Has Government any plans to rehabilitate the mortuary at

St Bernard's Hospital by providing more comfortable seating
accommodation with heating and cooling systems so as to make
the stay of relatives a little more comfortable?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Provision to rehabilitate the mortuary is included in the
current year's BEstimates.

SUPTTEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 228 OF 1979

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Can the Minister give an idea as to when Wé might see this
happening?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

I hope before the end of the financial year but I do not
want to commit myself to any date because it is the res-
ponsibility of Public Works and the mortuary is a place
which unfortunately is used very often and [ am afraid
that they have been on two or three occasions to start and
they have not been able to because of the occupancy.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Does the Minister realise that some of the residents might
have died before the thing is completed?
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THE HON G T RESTANO

Is there any prospect that the Lewis Stagnetto Ward at the
St Bernard's Hospital will be opened before the date of the
next general election?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAT, AND HEALTH SERVICLES

As I do not know the date of the next General Election I am
afraid that all I can say is that it will be opened when
staff becomes available, as I have repeated on so many
occasions,.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUEST 1ON NO 229.0F 1979
HON G T RESTANO: |
What staff is now requiréd, Mr Speaker?
HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

At the last meeting of the Public Service Commission which
was held about three weeks' ago, we were shat of twenty and
we were able to take twenty which will be coming on some
time in December so provided we do. not lose any nurses
during that period it may be able to open it before
Christmas, perhaps, but I do not commit myself to any date.

HON G T RESTANO:

Where are the geriatric patients at the moment being hos-
pitalised, Mr Speaker?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

I think I said that at the last meeting of the House the
few geriatric patients that overflow from what used to be
called Don Ward, and is now called Lady Begg Ward, are in
Victoria Ward. .
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THE HON J BOSSANO
" 'Can Government state what they propose to do to rectify the
dangerous situation existing at the Glacis Estate as a
result of installed traffic signs apparently belng
unenforceable?

ANSWER

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

The matter is with the Attorney-General's Chambers for the
preparation of the necessary kgislation,
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THE HON J BOSSANO

Will Government list the post-war flats standing empty as
at 30 November and the length of time each flat has been
- unoccupied?

- ANSWER
'THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND STFORT

Post-War flats, with the exception of Varyl Begg Estate,
standing empty at 30 November 1979 and the length of time
each flat has been unoccupied are as follows:-

4% Tankerville House - 26 June 1979 (nowrehebilitated
: 4 and on offer).

60 Kingsway House - 8 August 1979

1 Inundation House - 15 November 1979

81 Referendum House - 15 Nbvember 1979

20 Coelho House - 18 November 1979
' SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTTON NO 231 OF 1979

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, will these houses being used as backup for the
modernisation programme or will they be allocated through
. the Housing Allocation Committee?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, of the five houses I have mentioned the first
one that I mentioned which I said had now been rehabilitated
and on offer, is in connection with the decanting of Lime
Kiln Steps which my colleague mentioned earlier on. The
other four, I think, will be absorbed in connection with

the modernisation programme of another area.
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THE HON P J ISOTA |

What are the rents payable in respect of Rosia Dale
accommodation? :

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Rents for the accommodation at Rosia Dale are being worked
out, They are expected to be in the region of £18 for a
3RXB, £23% for a LRKB weekly. Bedsitters will be in the
region of £10 weekly. A1l inclusive of rates.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTLON NO 2%2 OF 1979

HON P J ISOLA:

Does the Minister consider that these rents are well within
the means of the average applicant on the housing list?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I cannot answer yes or no directlys, I would say
that Government has agreed that any person not being able to
"afford payment of these rents would not be prejudiced in as
much as there are people who would opt to go to Rosia Dale -
and give up adequate post-war housing which would allow us
to effect the necessary changes.

HON P J ISOLA:

In other words, housing will be allocated out of public
funds, out of British Government assistance funds, only to
those who are in the higher slary bracket is that the
position?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

That is completely wrong, Mr Speaker, Persons on the
waiting list, irrespective of their incomes, will De
allocated R081a Dale and upon them saying they are unable
to afford it we will then find the necessary transfers to
other people mble to afford 1t they will not be prejudiced
at all,

X
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HON P J ISOLA:

That is exactly what I am saying‘that, therefore, people who
want new accommodation there will, in fact, be deprived of
it, people who are entitled on p01ntage in the priority list,
- will not get a new house they will have to settle for a
second hand house because the rents of Rosia Dale are well
above the meahs of the average person on the housing list.

HON/H J ZAMMITT:

I would not agree, Slr, that they are above the average
person on the housing list, Mr Speaker, Although Rosia
Dale flats are, of course, much more expensive than the

kind of rent that we have been accustomed to, let us not
forget that there are people paying £14 or £15 in flats such
as Humphreys and even mae, so it is not completely true to
say that they are above a person's possibilities of paying
and what is more those rents will be frozen for three years
so by that time they will not be very much ahead of other

Estates,
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Does that mean that the rents of the other Estates could be’
raised?

HON H J ZAMMITT:
Well, T think it is possible, Mr Speaker.



| 5 12 79
No 233 OF 1979 ' - ORAL
THE HON P J ISOTA

Can Government state whether the Rosia Dale flats have now
been allocated and can Government state whether any
applicants have had to decline the offer of accommodation
due to lack of means and if so, how many have been
involved?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HCUSING AND SPORT

Offers to applicants who have qualified for the flats at
Rosia Dale are in the process of being issued so there is
no indication as yet of who will accept or decline,

SUPPTEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 23%3 OF 1979
HON P J ISOLA: '

Am I right in belieﬁing from that answer that all the flats
have now been offered at Rosia Dale?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Sir, I have said that offers to appllcants who have
qualified for the flats at Rosia Dale are in the process of
being issued. We have not, as yet, issued the offer to the
successful applicants, It is only when the offer is made
that the applicant has, of course, the option of accepting
or refusing, We have not, as yet, offered any flats at
Rosia Dale,

HON P J ISOLA:

What I am asking the Minister really is, are offers being
issued now in respect of all the flats or are Government
reserving flats?

HON H J ZAVMMITT:

Mr Speaker, offers of all the flats at Rosia Dale will be
made, 1 hope, shortly.
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THE HON G T RESTANO

Can Government state how many persons below and gbove
retiring age are drawing supplementary benefits?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, in the first place I would like to make it clear
that, for the purposes of this answer, Retirement Age is
taken to be 65 for men and 60 for women,

Excluding dependants, the total number of persons in
receipt of Supplementary Benefits is 407. Of these, 202
are above retirement age,
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THE HON G T RESTANO

Can Government give figures for employed persons at the end

of April 1979 broken down into Ministry of Defence,

Department of the Environment and Gibraltar Government?
ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR AND SOCIATL SECURITY

The number of persons employed in the Official Sector as at
April 1979 was as follows:-

Ministry of Defence: 2,984

Departmenﬁ of the
Environment: 819

Qibraltar Govermment . 3,393

7,196

SUPPLEMENTARY TO\QUESTION NO 235 OF 1979

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister state whether the Gibraltar
Government proportion is now higher as at that date and at
the: same time the previous year, does the Minister know?

HON A J CANEPA:

This was a very specific question that the Honourable Mr
Restano made arising from a quéstion at the last meeting of
the House and [ have answered it specifically and I have not
got any more supporting material other than the totals as
between the private sector and the official sector but I am
not able to relate it to the present situation.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

-

Could the Minister give that total as between the official
and the private sector?

HON A J CANEPA: N

Yes, I can give that, I mentioned at the end of the main
answer that the totdl number of employees in the official
sector was 7,196 and I can also add that in the private
sector as at April 1979, there were 4,397 employed.

L3
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

It would not be possible to give a-breakdown as to the
number who might be empbyed with tourism in that field?

. HON A J CANEPA:

I have got supporting information on nationalities. As
regards industry I would refer the Honourable Member to the
Bmployment Survey Report which 1 tabled at the end of
October at that meeting, 1 think the information is there,

{ .
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THE HON P J ISOLA

In view of the current uncertainty on the matter would the
Chief Minister state whether he proposes that a general
election will be held in Gibraltar in the early part of
next year? _

ANSWER
THE HON THE CH1EF MINISTER

There is nothing I can say on the matter at this stage.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 236 OF 1979

HON P J ISOLA:

Does this mean that'the Chief Minister is considering a
general election in the early part of the year or that he
has not yet been able to make up his mind, and what are the
factors that inhibit him from making up hlS mindr

MR SPEAKER:

I am afraid that that question is completely and utterly
out of order.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I would like to answer it, if T may,
MR SPEAKER:

You are free to do so if you wish.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I am surprised that a former member of the Integration with
Britain Party would expect anybody, any Leader of any House,
to give advance notice about the possibility of a general
election, Comlng from a former member of the IWBP it is
more surprising.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

It is not an idea, Mr Speaker, that we are asking for, it

" is, in fact, whether he is going to have a general election

at all.



HON CHIEF MINISTER:

There is one due not later’thaﬁ the end of 1980.

HON P J ISOLA:

Is it correct to say that the Chief Minister would go for a
dissolution of the House if he received adequate assurances
from the Minister for Municipal Services about the power
supply over the Christmas period?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I will do everything possible to keep the speculation
going,



