


2.5 3 80 

NO. 1 O1 _1980 ORAL 

THE.HON  P J ISOLA  

Sir, will Government amend the Income Tax Ordinance so that 
wives in: receipt of maintenancepayMents from their husbands 
for themselves and,their Children- do not pay—tax on those 
payments? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the charging to tax of maintenance payments 
received by wives separated from their husbands was incorpo-
rated into the Ordinance in 1978' to correct an anomaly whereby 
alimony was chargeable to tax whereas maintenance payments were 
not. 

Since both alimony and maintenance payments are allowable on . 
the husband Government sees.  no reason why they should be exempt 
from tax in the hands of the person receiving them. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, will the Government consider the obvious unfairness of a 
wife who is in a difficult enough situation being separated 
from her husband and having to provide for her children, 
receiving payments from the husband and then finding that those 
payments that she receives are not net? Would it not be fairer 
and more just that the position should be the same as when they 
were married, in other words, charge the tax on the husband and 
let the Courts take this into account when deciding what alimony 
or maintenance should be paid? Will the Government consider that 
situation? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government looked very carefully at this 
before the amendment was made. It is its view that the Court 
would take cognizance of the tax implications when a mainten-
ance order is made. 

HON P J ISOLA:.  

Mr Speaker, is it not a fact really that it is impossible to 
state on the part of' the Court what exactly will be the tax 
payable and does not the Government consider that it is fairer 
that those problems should be on the lap of the husband rather 
than in the lap of a wife who usually as a result of the break 
up of her Marriage is in a difficult enough situation in having 
to provide for the physical upbringing of the children of the 
'marriage? Would Government give this another thought? 
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2. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker; Sir, my understanding is there is no reason why a 
COurt in awarding the maintenance should not award a tax free 
amount which would then be agreed by the parties grosted up as 
to the actual amount that should be paid, 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

A 
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25 3 80 

NO. 2 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will'Government make provision in the forthcoming budget so that 
persons in receipt of Elderly Persons Pensions receive them tax 
free? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

nth your permission, Mr Speaker, I would like to answer this 
question and question No. 3 standing in the name of the Honourable 
Mr J Bossano, together. 

Sir, in preparing for the budget the Government reviews all aspects 
of revenue raising measures. I take note of the Honourable Members' 
questions but I am sure they will understand that I cannot antici-
pate the budget. I would however point out that the question of 
Tax Free Pensions for elderly persons also raises important matters 
of principle which the Government are examining carefully. 

SUPPLEMENT1.RY TO QUESTION NOS. 2 AND 3 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

May I ask the Government that when they consider the matter for 
the budget, will they take into account what the Chief Minister 
said on a tele-ivison programme known as 'Letterbox' prior to the 
elections, when a question was asked precisely in these terms, 
and he gave a knowing wink and nod that they would be dealing 
with it sympathetically? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPIVENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, all aspects are taken into consideration. I 
would not wish to go further than that. 
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25.3 80 

Fi t 1222....1 13.132 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO • 

till Government consider raising Personal Allowance under the 
Income Tax Ordinance in the forthcoming budget? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL,  AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY  

Answered together with Question No. 2 of 1980. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 4 bF 1980 r. ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Mr' Speaker, will Government explain why it is that only persons 
with 20 years employment service are entitled to a tax free 
gratuity? • 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE'FINANCIAL.AND. DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, tax free gratuities may be paid to any person 
whether in the public or private sector irrespective of length 
of service provided that the payment is made on retirement and 
is. covered.by  the terms of an approved pension scheme. 

The twenty year rule applies exclusively to employees of the 
Crown who terminate their employment other than by way of re-
tirement. These gratuities are specifically exempt from tax 
because any service in excess of twenty years would not enhance 
the amount of the gratuity. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO. QUESTION  NQ, 4 01.1.1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member say why'it is that a person 
with less than 20 years employment with the Crown has a tax-
able gratuity? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, that is not necessarily the case. The 
questions that the tax authorities ask themselves in deciding 
whether or not a gratuity should be paid tax free is, has the 
person reached the end of his working life, in fact, is he 
retiring from work? If so, the gratuity is tax free. Secondly, 
is the gratuity linked to a pension? If so, it is tax free. 
So that a person with only 15 years service could retire and 
get a tax free pension. It depends upon the circumstances in 
every case. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, Would the Hon Financial and Development Secretary 
not agree that some employees who do receive a tax free 
gratuity, in fact, get re-employed afterwards? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker; Sir, I have no knowledge of such•persons, it 
be that they do, it. may be that they don't, I don't know 
any case of my own knowledge. 

may 
of 
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HON G T'RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member not agree that in fact those 
persons who do pay tax from these gratuities are, compared with 
those who have them tax free, doubly penalised in that not only 
their gratuity is- taxed but on top of that their salary for that 
year, their PAYE code, goes up because the gratuity is added as 
an annual increment for that particular year, so that on that 
particular year they pay far more tax on their salary because of 
the gratuity which is taxable. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVEL6MENT SECRETARY: 

No, Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Will the Honourable Member explain why that is not so? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, the basic reason why tax is paid on gratuities is to get 
away from tax avoidance. It is possible, if gratuities were 
not taxed, for a person to receive a full salary over a period 
of 2 or 3 years, a large gratuity at the end of that period 
which, if all gratuities were tax free, would not be taxed and 
it is for this readon that to my knowledge most countries have 
a clause similar to that which we have in our Tax Ordinance. 
The question.. as to whether a person has to pay a higher rate 
of tax on his gratuity-because it happens to be paid in the 
same year in which his service ends, is not necessarily un-
fair, it could be that the gratuity would be paid at a later 
date, as it were, after retirement. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 5 OF .1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Does Government have any plans for improving facilities at the 
arrival hall at Waterport and is Government satisfied with the 
general conditions of the shed? 

ANSWER • 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Government is fully aware of conditions at the. 
arrival hall at Waterport. 

Funds are being made available for remedial works. The renova-
tions will include works to the roof to prevent leaking. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 5 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Would other remedial works be considered other than to the roof? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I said that funds are being made available for 
.remedial works. The inference is that other work, too, will be 
done. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, when will these remedial works be put into motion? 

HON'FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

As soon as the House has passed the next Estimates and funds are 
available, Mr Speaker. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, when the Hon Member said that Government is fully aware of 
the conditions does that mean he is aware of the condition of 
the shed or the surrounding area and does he intend to improve 
facilities as well as carrying out remedial works? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Yes, Sir, I am aware of the situation at the Waterport and the 
remedial measures being taken include not merely the work on 
the hall itself but also the arrangement for people entering 
Gibraltar. 
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HON MAJOR R J PELIaA: 

Would the Financial and Development Secretary deal as a matter 
of urgency, whatever'else may be done, with the question of the 
toilets facilities in that area? 

MR SP1AKER: 

You will not answer that. We must be very careful about question 
time now. The Opposition are of course entitled to ask supplemen-
taries but in the light of the number of questions we have had we 
will keep supplementaries to the particular matter affected by the 
question and this is outside that sphere. Next question. 
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25 3 80 

EIL§9212q2 
THE HON A J HAYNES 

In view of the fact that lotteries are only permitted in 
Gibraltar if sanctioned by the Government will Government 
take steps to prohibit the advertising of unauthorised 
foreign lotteries in local newspapers? 

ORAL 

ANSWER 

THE'HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is an offence to print, publish or indeed 
to distribute any advertisement or any matter calculated to 
act as an inducement to participate in a lottery which has not 
been authorised under the provisions of the Gaming Ordinance: 

Section 10(1)(c) of the Ordinance so stipulates. The adver-
tising in local newspapers of unauthorised foreign lotteries 
is therefore in fact already prohibited. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTIQN NO. 6 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: ' 

Sir, has any action been taken by Government as regards the 
advert appearing in the Chronicle on 15th March? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, yes, Sir. Immediately following the publication 
in the paper on the 15th March, a member of the Treasury 
pointed out to the mispaper concerned that the advertising of 
an unauthorised lottery constituted an offence. The news-
paper confirmed that the advertisement was published in error 
and has given an assurance that similar advertisements will 
not be accepted in future. Arrangements have been made to 
bring the provisions of the Gaming Ordinance relating to 
foreign lotteries to the attention of all newspapers. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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25 ' 3 80 

NO, 7 OF 1980  

THE' HOW G T RE5TAN0  " 

£823,698:44 
£766,346..62 
£754,284.02 

' Government` tate.„•the',:.._6484n*S' 
wat • and qUart,e15i.'..oke4_;-,:0y14,:i0.-.4j;3 ;•ifiOlth 

. periods - Up ; to and nclud4ng'Sept • .• 

• ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMET6ECRETARY  

Mr Speaker, Sir, the amounts outstanding in. Elebtribity, Water 
and Telephone bills, were ap-follpws:- •••„• ,_ •  

Electricity  

As at 31st March 1979 
" " 30th. June 1979 
" 30th September 1979 

• 

Water 

As at 31St,. march. 1979 283 471:7 
U " 30th:June 1979 £323,341•-19 

30th eptember 1979 £35.8,835'.32 

Telephone. 

As at 31st March 1979 g374,068.15 
If II 30th June 1979.  g488,143.13 
" 30th September 1979 L565,089.46 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 7 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, are there no amounts outstanding prior to the 
31st March,. 1979? - 

MR SPEAKER: 

That is the amount outstanding up to the 31st March. 

HONG T RESTANO: 

I did ask in the question, Mr Speaker, broken down into 3 
month periods. I would like to know what the amounts are 
'outstanding, Mr Speaker, which have not been paid. . 
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, at any moment of time amounts will be outstanding 
for bills. If I understand the Hon. Member correctly, what in fact 
he ls now asking is whether these amounts which in total were out-
standing at the date that I have given, included amounts which have 
been outstanding for a period prior to that date. The answer is 
that those amounts do include certain sums which have been out-
standing for some time. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Could the Hon Member say more or less what amounts those are, 
approximately? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, .no, I cannot and it Would also be extremely 
expensive to go through each bill to find out what amounts were 
outstanding. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

This shows that there was something like glim outstanding on bills 
as at 30th September,.1979. I presume that figure does not include 
a large number of bills, because is it not a fact that when the 
Financial Secretary is talking about bills, I presume he is talking 
about bills actually issued as at that date, and is it not a fact 
that for many. months before that date there have not been many bills 
issued in any of these 3 items, is that a fact or not? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

kr Speaker, Sir, to the best of my knowledge and the figure& given 
to me, these amounts include the bills that were issued up to the 
period I have given, that is, 30th September would include bills 
issued for amounts up to that date. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

If the billing section was behind, as indeed it was by a number of 
months at that time of the year, the actual amount owing would in 
effect have been, would it not, considerably in excess of LIN? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Yes, Sir, it may have been but not necessarily because the figures 
could include the amounts and these figures are made up after the 
date. If the Hon Member had asked me on the 1st of October, 1979, 
the amounts outstanding as at the 30th September, it is true that 
these would not have included the amounts of bills not sent out 
for up to September but these figures are historic and therefore 
will have subsumed those amounts that were sent out for the period 
up to 30th September which issued after the 30th September. 
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NO. 8 OF 1980 

25380 

ORAL 

   

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Can Government state to what use, other than the processing of 
Electricity and Water Bills, will the computer be put? 

ANSWER  

THE HON TEE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY  

Mr Speaker, Sir, the initial task for the computer was the 
billing of Electricity and Water Services. 

The aim is to issue all Municipal Bills ie Electricity, Water, 
Telephone and Rates in that order through the computer. Once 
this task is completed it is proposed to put on to the computer 
the wages of all industrial staff of the Government. 

In the longer term it is intended to use the computer for the 
payment of monthly salaries, statistics, the control of stores 
and the production of income tax tables. 

Subsequent targets will be selected after consultation with 
departments. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 8 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, are in fact all electricity and water bills now 
being processed by the computer? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 60% of electricity and water consumers are on 
the computer, we hope.that the remaining 40% will be on by July 
this year. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

And how long after that, Mr Speaker, will the wages and 
statistics and income tax be procesbed? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

The next task, Mr Speaker, is telephone and rates and it will 
probably take about a year to get those on. The rest would 
be an ongoing programme, our programme is for three years. 
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25380 

NO. 9 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, would Government confirm that reminders are indeed 
being sent out on unpaid Electricity and Water Bills after three 
months and would Government not agree that except in certain 
areas of acute hardship three months is too long a period of 
time for credit to be given? 

ANSWER 

THE'HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I confirmed in answer to the Honourable Member's 
Question No 26/79 that reminders for payment of unpaid Electricity 
and Water Bills.are sent out after 3 months. The Government is 
already considering measures to reduce the credit periods of 3 
months. 
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NO.  10 OF  1980 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

25380 

ORAL 

  

Will Government consider inserting the date of reading in all 
Electricity and Water Bills? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, 'Sir, Electricity and Water Bills issued by the 
computer already incorporate the date of reading of the Bills. 
Monthly Bills not issued by the computer carry a stamp to 
denote the date of reading. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 11 OF 1980. ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Is Government satisfied that the FCA formula represents a fair 
charge to the consumer having regard to the fact that the cost 
of light fuel oil represents the smaller percentage of energy 
generated?. 

ANSWER 

,THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Sir, sub-paragraph 5 of the first schedule to the Public Utility 
Undertakings Ordinance defines the average weighted cost of fuel 
and takes into account the fact that the'majority of fuel used 
to generate electricity is of the less expensive thin fuel oil. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 11 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, may I ask, will the Government consider reverting to the 
old system of increasing electricity, charges, doing away with 
the FCA formula altogether and putting up or putting down the 
price of electricity to the consumer once a year at budget time 
as is done with everything else? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Sir, the provision of the FCA clause is incorporated into the 
majority of public undertakings in Western European countries, 
therefore, the Government is not disposed towards the feelings 
of the Hon Member opposite. 
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25 3 80 

NO.  12 OF 1980. ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Is it a prerequisite of the awarding of aid from the ODA for 
constructional development that where possible, materials 
should be bought from sources in England and if so, will 
Government confirm that it keeps a very close watch to ensure 
that this requirement is observed with particular reference 
to specified items both in the original specification of any 
particular contract and in the contractor's offer at tendering 
time? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Yes, Sir. ODA Development Aid is granted on condition that 
goods and services are procured from the United Kingdom save 
to the extent permitted by any general or specific waiver or 
as allowed by the ODA. The requirement is observed in respect 
of each and every project. Furthermore I am informed that this 
is one of the points which the Principal Auditor pays attention 
to when examining the United Kingdom Development Aid statements 
which are submitted annually. 

2.. The above rule does not apply to public works contracts 
over a specified monetary limit which in accordance with EEC 
Driectives give companies registered in EEC countries the 
right to tender. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 12 OF 1.980 

HON W T SCOTT1 

How does Government ensure that where items have been loosely 
specified within the specifications of the contract and not 
named as being of proprietary nature but rather a British 
Standards number quoted such specifications are indeed met 
particularly when items emanate from countries outside the 
United Kingdom? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is difficult to answer a question in such 
broad terms. What I would point out between building contracts 
generally the sand, cement, aggregate and timber have general 
waivers on the buy British..  

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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25 380 

. NO. 13 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Sir,,will Government state the total amounts spent in development 
from the Improvement and Development Fund from 1st April 1979 to 
.29th February 1980 from (a) local funds (b) :British Government 
Aid Funds? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker•, Sir, with the permission of the Hon Member I would 
like to deal with this question and the following question 
jointly. 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Answered together with Question No. 14 of 1980. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 14 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Sir, can Government state how much has been actually spent on 
the Development Programme under the different Head's of Expendi-
ture in the Improvement and Development Fund nUmbered 101 to 
113 Head by Head between 1st April, 1979, and 29th February, 
1980? 

ANSWER 

• THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND  DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Sir, the Improvement and Development Fund recorded expenditure 
from 1st April, 1979, to 29th February,.1980, is: 

Head w £ 

101 Housing 1,163,423 

102 Schools 429,284 

103 Tourist Development 7,690 

104 Miscellaneous Projects 715,688 

105 General Services 190,734 

106 Government Offices and Buildings ' 247,907 
107 Port Development 451,961 

108 Marina Development 24,829 

109 Public Lighting 4,077 
110 Electricity Service 120,162 

111 Potable Water Service 174,816 
112' Telephone Service 116,725 

113 Police NIL 

3,647,296 

Of -this amount £1,258,560 is from local funds and 22,388,736 
from ODA Funds. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 13 AND 14 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Could I ask for those last two figures again? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

The total expenditure to 29th February, 1980, is 23,647,296 
and this is made up of local funds, £1,258,560; ODA funds 
£2,388,736• 
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2. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I don't suppose the Hon Financial and Development Secretary has 
handy the difference between the amount spent since 31st October 
1979. and 29th February 1980 which was the last time I. asked this 
question, the amount that. has been spent since then, I don't know 
whether he has it handy? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the total expenditure to the 26th October 1979 
was £1,667,531 so that we have spent slightly under £2m since 
that date. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is there any particular reason why quite a considerable amount 
more has been spent between October and February as opposedto 
1st April to October? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Hon Member may recall that in answering 
Question No. 12L in October last year, I did mention that we 
had commitments of about 21.2m and the bills for those have 
now come in so that this is part of the reason why expenditure 
would appear to be heavier, because of the commitment factor. 
I have not been able to include in the figures from 1st Apri1,1979, 
to 29th February, 1980, the commitments which we have on 
projects because we have not received accounts from the Crown 
Agents. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Am‘I right in saying, therefore; that from the Development -
Programme which commenced in 1978, if we take the £3m spent 
between 1978 and 1979 and the £3,600,000 referred now by the 
Financial and Development Secretary, am I right in saying, 
therefore, that of the total programme announced in 1978, 
April, amounting to g14m from United Kingdom funds and £8m 
from local funds making a total of £22m, in actual fact at 
the end of the second year of the 3-year programme we will 
have spent £6.6m, at least up to 29th February, 1980. Would 
that be factually correct? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there are two points that I would like to 
make. First of all the gl4m from ODA included £lm for 
technical cooperation which is not included in my figures 
because they are ODA figures and we don't have them. 
Secondly; whilst the Hon Member's arithmetic on actual 
expenditure is possibly correct, I haven't been able to 
check it, because it is not available, but it does not 
include commitments already entered into for work. 
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3. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I appreciate that, Mr Speaker, but can the Financial and 
Development Secretary assure the House that the amount 
estimated of roughly £22m up to 31st March, 1981, will be 
achieved bearing in mind that in a period of two years 
less than one third considerably less than one third, £6.6m 
has-been spent, is there any hope of the. Development Prog-
ramme being substantially completed by 31st March, 1981? 

MR SPEAKER: 

I will allow a yes or no but no more. We are not going to 
debate the feasibility of spending this money within the 
period. This is question time. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, I would merely like to say as I told the Hon 
Member in October that one cannot give any categorical 
assurances whatsoever on the Development Programme. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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25380 

NO.  .15  OF 1980•  

THE HON A J HAYNES
. 

 

Will Government consider the making. of payments by way of com-
pensation to those who have suffered quantifiable losses as a 
result of the present power cuts? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY  

Mr Speaker, no, Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO. 15 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, why not? Does Government not feel there is some element 
of responsibility which they should fulfil? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the legal position is governed by Section 11(a) 
of the Public Utility Undertakings Ordinance which reads as 
follows: "No action shall lie against the Government, or any 
servant or agent of the Government in respect of any injury, 
damage, loss or inconvenience forced by or arising directly . 
or indirectly from any interruptions, defects, variations or 
discontinuance of the supply of electricity or from any break-
down of or accident to or defect in ,the Government's machinery 
or any other apparatus." 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, I am aware of this and that is why I am sure the Hon 
Member will agree that it needs Government's approbation for 
compensation to be made, and I ask for reasons for not giving 
compensation in this occasion when so many people have 
suffered quantifiable losses? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government has received no claims, the 
Government has received no enquiries. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Would Government's attitude be different, Sir, if they were to 
receive enquiries and complaints? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

As I stated in answer to the.Hon MeMber's original question, 
no, Sir. 

ORAL 
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25380 

NO. 16 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R JJ?ELIZA 

What proposals were put by Government to the Liquidators of 
Dayfenn Ltd with regard to the payment of compensation in 
lieu of the resale procedure for Engineer House and have 
these proposals been accepted? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

Mr Speaker, the Liquidator appointed to deal with the affairs 
of L W Dayfenn (Gibraltar) Limited took over an enquiry which 
had been made in November 1977 to the Company's solicitors as 
to whether their clients would be prepared to surrender their 
residual interest in Engineer House in return for the payment 
of an appropriate sum as compensation and, if so, what amount 
the Company would be prepared to accept. An indication was 
also given of the conditions which would govern a resale of 
the property. Later, at the solicitor's request, an assess-
ment of the value of the property was furnished by Government's 
valuer. 

Following the appointment of a Liquidator sometime in October 
1979, the engagement of a private qualified Valuer was agreed 
between the Official Receiver and the Liquidator in order to 
obtain from him a valuation of the site. 

An estimate of value was submitted in January this year to the 
Liquidator by the local valuer engaged for this purpose. This 
was submitted to the Official Receiver and is now being con-
sidered by the Government. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 16 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Could the Minister state exactly what this is? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I do not think that I ought to state what the sum involved is 
as it could Prejudice the outcome of the negotiations. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Bearing in mind that this has been going on for almost 10 
years, could the Minister assure the House that some definite 
steps will be taken within the foreseeable future to ensure 
that that land is returned to Gibraltar? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I think I can give that assurance, Mr Speaker. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 17 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE NON A J HAYNES  

Does Government have ahy proposals for reprinting the Laws of 
Gibraltar so as to bring them up to date with the current 
legislation? 

ANSWER.  

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Yes, Sir. 

The need for a revision is accepted in principle. Council of 
Ministers in August 1978 approved a revision of the laws of 
Gibraltar in principle, subject to enquiries being made as to 
the availability of a person to undertake the work and as to 
the probable cost. 

Because of other commitments, it has not yet been possible to 
make progress on this matter nor can I say when work will 
commence. 

• 
The revision of. the laws will involve bringing in a suitable 
person, possibly on technical assistance, to be the revisor. 
The capital cost would probably have to be borne by the 
Government. I propose to put firm proposals to Government 
during this year with a view to being able to have the re-
vision commenced in 1981. 

In the meantime, work in my own chambers is proceeding for the 
reprinting of those individual statutes that have been exten-
sively amended. In 1978 5 such Ordinances were reprinted. At 
present proofs for the revision of 4 more Ordinances have been 
completed and they will be reprinted shortly. Pending the re-
vision of the laws as a whole, this process will continue. 

• SUPPLE'1VIEWOUESTIOLE9221S211-11(2 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is it not a fact that it is impossible to buy a set of the 
laws of Gibraltar, and ,isn't that rather an alarming situation? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, it came to my notice following an enquiry from a 
practitioner just this week that the laws of Gibraltar 
evidently are not readily obtainable. I agree that is an 
undesirable situation and it is one which we will pursue. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Should not that give the question of having the laws revised 
a certain urgency because it would seem t o me that if the 
revision is not going to be put in hand until 1981, it will 
be 1983 before anybody can buy a set of the laws of Gibraltar? 
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

All I Oan say, Mr Speaker, is that I accept completely in 
principle the need for a revision and obviously the avail-
ability of the statute law is a most important matter. I 
am reluctant to give a firm commitrilent to have a reprint 
done before then when I can't myself see the way clear to 
getting it done earlier. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 18 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Is, Government responsible for the unsightly barrier obstruc-
ting the movement of pedestrians on the pavement along Main 
Street north of where Cannon Lane joins Main Street and for 
how long has this barrier been in this position? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
C 

Mr Speaker, if the Honourable Member has no objection, I 
propose to answer this question with but after- question 
number 19. 

The barrier outside the premises at 197/201 Main Street was 
put there by the Government in September 1978 to protect 
Passers-by from the danger caused by the state of the 
building. • 

.The barrier now needs replacing and the Government has 
notified the owners that under section 43 of the Public 
Health Ordinance close boarded hoards or fences to the 
satisfaction of the Government should be put up to separate 
the building from the street and should be maintained in 
good condition until the Government otherwise requires. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION  NO. 18 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Is there any reason why the Government hasn't taken action 
in this respect before? I have brought it to the notice of 
this House before that that is a real eyesore to Gibraltar 
right in the middle of our town. Why hasn't the Government 
taken action before? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, this Matter has to be looked at in the wider 
context of the building generally. Over the last year the 
Government has taken action. The Government's concern -
immediately has been to prevent danger to the public. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

But doesn't the Hon the Attorney-General realise that that 
in itself is a danger in that pedestrians have to come down 
from the pavement at a point in Main Street which is really 
dangerous because of the narrowness of the street and the 
amount of traffic going round and the fact that it has taken 
over two years for the Government to do anything about it. 
Is there any particular reason why this is so? 
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

On the first part of the question, Mr Speaker;  the obstruction 
in Main Street is not substantial and I don't accept that the 
dapger caused by the barrier exceeds the danger caused by the 
building. Insofar as the second part of the question, I think 
my answer originally indicated that we are pursuing this 
matter. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

May I say that on this side of the House we accept that the 
barrier is less dangerous than the building but this doesn't 
really satisfy us at all. May I ask from the Attorney-
General for an assurance that there will be no parking 
allowed next to the barrier and enforced because not only do 
pedestrians have to go off the pavement there but they also 
have to go round a car that may be parked there, so will the 
Attorney-General on the question of the barrier, give the 
House an assurance that the Police will be asked to make it 
safe for pedestrians? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, what I will do is to give an assurance that I will 
ask the Police to look at this desirability of controlling 
traffic in that area because of the barrier. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Would it be possible to have another barrier making a sort of 
channel? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. We are not going into the possible solutions of the 
Problem. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, are we going to allow that danger to continue 
there? 

MR SPEAKER : 

You have brought to the notice of the House the danger that 
exists but let us not go into the intricacies of the solution 
to the problem 

HON P J ISOLA: 

My Honourable Friend did ask for how long the barrier had 
been in that position, do we happen to have a date? 

ti 
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I think I answered both to the last questions 
raised by the Opposition dealing first with the first 
question, I have already indicated that the Government 
is taking steps to require an alternative hoarding to 
be put up. In answer to the second question, I did say 
at the outset that this barrier was put up in September, 
1978. 

27



25 3 80'  

NO. *19 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G  T RESTANO.. 

Will Government state what is the current position with regard 
to .Nos.- 197/201 Main Street? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL  

Mr Speaker, if I may have-leave then to answer the second 
question'first. 

The Hon Member will recall that a nuisance order was made by 
the Supreme Court on 29 October last.year. This required the 
owners within 60:days to repair the buildihg in such a manner 
as to render any recurrence of.the danger.  .unlikely within 5 
years, or alternatively to demolish the blinding. 

The owners then took steps to demolish the property to the 
first floor level, thereby minimising the immediate danger 
to the public. • 

In February of this year, it was brought to the. notice of my 
chambers that unauthorised building works were taking place 
on the premises. These were inspected and condemned as 
dangerous, and a stoppage order was served. 

We are awaiting a report from the Chief Environmental Health 
Officer and the Surveyor, and Planning Secretary. On receipt 
of this•; it is intended to.apply to the Supreme Court for 
further directions. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 19 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Why is it now necessary to have a report from an Environmental 
Inspector? Surely the Government knew perfectly well in 
October, when this question was last raised, that the owners 
of the property had sixty days and the Hon and Learned the 
Attorney-General did give the House an assurance that appro-
priate action would be taken if the Court Order was not 
carried out by the landlord, so I would like to know why is 
there now a necessity to have a further report, surely 
Government knew before taking the matter to Court in the 
first place what was necessary to be done? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, the further report is necessary to assess the 
implications of the further building that is taking place 
and before that building started we. were not in. a position 
to assess. 
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HON P J'ISOLA: 

Can I ask the Attorney-General, is there not provision under 
the Public Health Ordinance for the Government to move in on 
a property which it considers to be in a dangerous state and 
so forth after giving the owner a reasonable time in which to 
put things right and I would suggest that 21 years is plenty 
of time - and then charging the owner for the work done? Isn't 
there some sort of provision in the Public Health Ordinance 
for thiS? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, if I can answer the question, there are three 
aspects to the matter. One is, of course, that we can go to 
Court and get a Court Order, the second is that there is pro-
vision for the Government itself to—take action in cases of 
urgency and the third aspect is that the Government can re-
claim the costs reasonably incurred by it in taking action. 
This case has had all three elements in it throughout.. We 
have always taken the line, I think, that the responsibility 
rests with the owner. It is his primary liability. Where-
ever matters have reached a stage where it has become really 
dangerous the Government has taken steps to ameliorate the 
danger•. We went to the Supreme Court in October last year 
to get an Order, the terms of which required to render it 
safe for five years and we are now in the process of follow 
up action arising out of that Order. We have not lost sight 
of the question of expenses, we are in the process of 
itemising the expenses in a future date and we will be 
issuing a writ to recover this. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

.7,  
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NOs 20 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON  P J ISOLA 

In'view of the statement that appeared in the press in early 
January to the effect that the Consultants of the Government 
to the Varyl Begg Project would be making proposals for the 
settlement of this long outstanding matter, can Government 
state whether:-- (a) there has been any actual agreement 
reached as to liability between the Government, the Builders 
and the Consultants? (b) when work will actually begin at 
Varyl Begg Estate and is this dependent on whether there is 
agreement or not between the parties in dispute on the' matter? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE 'ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr Speaker, I propose to answer the 2 questions raised within 
this question in reverse order if I may. 

Government decided in principle in January of this year to 
proceed with the erection of pitched roofs at the Varyl Begg 
Estate. Since then the preparation of detailed plans and 
specifications and costing of this work has proceeded. It 

'is anticipated that work will commence at the Estate on the 
roofs by June. 

Agreement has not been reached yet between the parties as to 
liability. In deciding to proceed with the work on the roofs, 
the Government has reserved its legal rights. Discussions on 
the question of liability are likely to be held next month. 
It should be understood that there is other remedial work to 
be undertaken at the Estate. Action is also being taken to 
deal with such work. Discussions• on liability will be 
directed towards a comprehensive resolution of the problem 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 20 OF  1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Am I right then, Sir; in saying that the Government is now 
doing what the Opposition asked the Government to do over 
two years ago and which the Governffent said it could not do, 
and that is to start doing the work and let the liability 
issue sort itself out later, is that not what the Hon and 
Learned Attorney-General has just answered?, 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, if I may reply to the question. The Government 
is now doing what it considers proper to be done at this 
stage. 
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• 

HON P J 

But may I'ask the Attorney-General, does he not agree with me 
that what the Government-  is now doing is what the Opposition 
asked it to do well over two years go? Is that not a.fact? 

.HON 1TTORNEY-GENERAL: 

I do not agree with the Honourable Member that the idea had 
merit two years ago. The first thing to be ascertained was 
what was causing the leaks, and as I think I have said before 
it wasn't until May. or June last year that we were in a posi- 
tion where we felt this had been adequately investigated. • 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, if it was discovered in May or June why wasn't 
work started then, or is time not a factor in the Government 
thinking except when there is an election about? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Time is a factor, we are working as quickly as we can. 

HON P J ISOLA.: 

Am I right in thinking, Sir, that when the Government 
announced that work would begin in the Spring, that the work 
that they were referring to is the work that the Hon and 
Learned the Attorney-General now tells us will start in June, 
and is June Spring? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

MrSpeaker, it is the same work. There has been an element• 
of slippage, I agree but it is the same work. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Can Government state whether the pitched roofs will allow for 
laundry to be hung on top of them, are they flattened and 

will they also include a new floor? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Sir, I can only say that laundry could be put on the pitched 
roofs at the person's own risk. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, I take it then that the roofs will not be flat. My 
second question was concerned with the matter will a new 
floor be included under the pitched roof? 
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FON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

No, Mr Speaker, it will be a roof over the existing roof, 
there won't be a new floor. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

32



25380 

NO 21  OF 1980 ORAL 

THE  HON P J ISOLA 

Sir, in view of Government's statement made before and during 
the 'Election campaign that work on the roofs of Varyl Begg 
Estate would commence in the Spring of this year, can Govern-
ment state in detail and specifically what is the work that 
will commerce and who is to pay for the cost of this work? 

ANSWER 

THE HON  THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr.Speaker, the Consultants have designed a pitched roof to be 
constructed with universal steel- beams, aluminium joists and 
aluminium sheeting. 

It is proposed to undertake the conversion to pitched roofs 
block by block, starting first with the buildings most 
seriously affected. 

The rest of the question has, I think,, already been answered 
in relation to, the previous question (20/80) by the Hon Leader 
of the Opposition. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 21 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, from what I understood from the previous question, the 
Government is going to leave till later to.  discuss the ques-
tion of liability, can I ask the Government since it appears 
that the Government will be paying for this work initially, 
can .I ask the Government what steps it is taking to bring 
this four year dispute to a conclusion? Is the Government 
proposing to issue legal proceedings, is the Government 
giving a time limit to the various parties involved before 
they do, is the Government going to seek arbitration?- Does 
the Honourable and Learned Attorney-General not consider that 
it is time that the Government gave time limits and decided 
on what action it is going to take? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, the position is that the Government is determined 
to proceed with the conversion to the pitched roofs. I have 
not said at this stage that the Government will pay for the 
cost of pitched roofs. The present position is that the 
Government intends before June to have further discussions 
with the other parties with as view to resolving the matter 
and that I should stress is a separate matter from its 
decision to proceed with the roofs but at this stage I cannot 
really comment further on what the position will be in those 
negotiations. I will, of course, still be here in May and 
June to answer further questions on this subject. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Yes, but is it not a fact, Sir, that. discussions have been 
going on as to who is to pay for this for the last four years? 
Hasn't the Government now, even this Government, come to the 
conclusion that discussions are not likely to bring a solution 
and that because discussions are not likely to bring a solution 
the Government is being forced to do what it said it would not 
do and that is. start work until the liability has been decided? 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, I understand that the order in which these houses or 
buildings will be repaired is in the order in which they are 
most seriously affected. Can the Government state which 
buildings are considered to be most seriously affected? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

I think I would require notice of that question to enable me 
to give you a considered answer. What I have said is a 
statement in principle that the Government would work starting 
with the most seriously affected building and,working down. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, the Consultants that are designing these pitched 
roofs, are they the saine Consultants that designed the 
original blocks? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, the answer is yes. 

HOgq BOSSANO: 

Is the Government confident that they-are not going to make 
the same mistake as they made in their original design? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

The Government is satisfied with the proposals. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I assume that if they are satisfied with the 
proposal and then the pitched roofs don't work, on this 
occasion the Government will bear the liability, will it? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, when I said the Government is satisfied with the 
proposals I mean this, that the Government was satisfied that 
the proposals seemed reasonable. We will of course hold the 
parties involved in the preparation of the roofs liable in 
the normal way but there is no reason at this stage to suppose 
that the roofs will not be effective. 

"se 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

Will the Government on this occasion not repeat the mistake that 
they made on the last occasion of doing all—the roofs before 
they, decide to test whether the new roofs are more effective 
than the old ones, given that on the last occasion when it 
looked as if there.was a defect in the first block, Mr Speaker, 
the Government did not agree that this was the case until the 
whole Estate was finished? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, the considered view of the Government's technical 
advisers is that the pitched roofs will proVide an adequate 
remedy. Perhaps I could say this without detracting from that, 
that if the work proceeds building by building it follows, of 
course, that the first building will be one on which they can 
see how progress is being made and will give an opportunity to 
consider the matter as it progresses in case minor matters need 
remedying. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Can I take it then, Mr Speaker, that there will be a period to 
see the effectiveness of the result on the first building before 
the second one is proceeded with or not? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

. No, Mr Speaker, my comment was qualified by-my-opening. remark, 
namely, that on the advice that the Government has .available, 
we think that the roofs will be satisfactory. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

The advice that the Government has available, Mr Speaker, is 
independent advice to the advice of the Consultants, is that 
the case,.and it concurs with the view of the Consultants, is 
that a fact? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

We have some advice from other Consultants we have the opinions 
of our own Public Works technical men. 

HON J BOSSANO:• 

And they agree, Mr Speaker, with the design produced by the 
Consultants, is that the case? They do not have any mis-
givings about any possible improvements that might be re-
quired which are not being introduced? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

They raised some points and modifications were made. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

What is the estimated length of time for the completion of the 
whole project? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

The estimated length of time for all blocks is approximately 
18 months but', that may be able to be brought forward if it 
were possible to proceed on more than one block at a time. 
The rate is one block per month assuming one crane in use, if 
two cranes could be made available then it may be possible to 
work at a rate of two blocks a month which will halve the time, 
but that is an estimate. 

HON G T.RESTANO: 

Could the Hon and Learned Attorney-General say what the total 
cost estimated for these pitched roofs will be? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, the plans and specifications for these roofs have 
been prepared and are in the process of being costed so 1 am 
not in a position to say yet. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 22 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA  
. 

Can Government state what the cost of putting temporary roofs 
on each block at Varyl Begg Estate came to? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Temporary, roofs have not been put on each block at Varyl Begg 
Estate. If 'the Hon Leader of the Opposition is referring to 
the application of waterproofing material at Varyl Begg Estate 
carried out last November, then the answer is that the flat 
roofs of two blocks, Valiant House and Royal Sovereign House 
were treated with bitumen emulsion and a fibreglass membrane 
at a total cost of £6,851. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 23 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Does Government propose to provide within the Medical Service 
for a separate budget to enable Matron to plan ahead the pro-
vision of secondment of staff to UK on refresher courses? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Sir, it is established departmental practice for financial 
provision to be made for staff to be seconded to the United 
Kingdom hospitals to undergo training courses. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 23 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, does the Government propose to create a budget 
which will enable the Matron to know the resources available 
and plan ahead the provision of additional refresher courses 
to those that have been standard practice in the past? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government at this present moment is in 
fact satisfied with the present procedure under which provi-
sion is made under Subhead 17 dealing with courses of training 
in the United' Kingdom. The Government is satisfied with the 
present situation. 
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25 3 80 

. NO. .24 OF . 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Is Government increasing the complement of clerical staff at 
the hospital to enable necessary secretarial help to be avail-
able for the nursing office? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Recommendations on this matter, together with other questions 
connected with the Nursing profession, are currently under 
consideration. • 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION  NO. 24 OF 198.0 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say how Much longer they are 
likely to be under consideration before he is likely to have 
come up with a policy decision on the matter? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I think, Mr Speaker, the Hon Member well knows that this is a 
matter which is shortly to be discussed at a departmental 
meeting level. Following the meeting with the Staff Associa-
tions the Government will take a decision on the matter. 
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25 3 80 

'NO.  25 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Is secretarial assistance now being provided for the nursing 
school at St Bernard's•Hospital? 

. ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Yes, Sir.. 
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N0.> 26 OF 1980 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

When does Government propose to provide for an additional 
Clerical Officer to cater with the high volume of Work in 
the Health Centre Records Office? 

• ANSWER  

ORAL 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Because of representations about.the high volume of work at 
the Health Centre, the Clerical structure at the Records 
Office is currently under review. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 26 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, has the matter been under review for some time now, 
or is the review now starting? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

As far as I am aware the review is now starting. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, how, in fact, are the records kept at the Health 
Centre? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, next question. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, can I put it this way., I would like to know are 
the records kept by patient or by  

MR SPEAKER: 

No, we are talking about staff not how the records are kept. 
We must not expand the scope of the question. Next question. 
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NO, 27 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Will. Government state whether the nurses establishment is now 
at full-strength? 

ANSWER 

TEE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Yes Sir. 

SUPPLRMENTARY TO QUESTION .NO. 27 OF lac?.  . 

HON G T RESTANO: 

So there is no requirement for additional nurses, is that 
correct? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

The answer to the question is, yes, Sir, the establishment is 
now at full-strength. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 28 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Has Government now examined the range of non-nursing duties 
being carried out by nurses of all grades? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

This question was fully discussed when the 1974 Nurses Agree-
ment was under consideration and the results were incorporated 
in the Final Agreement. If the Hon Member has any additional 
information on the subject I would be grateful if he would 
bring this to my notice. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 28 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Member not agree that in fact 
what the 1974 Agreement provides for is a range of nursing 
duties which are apart from those normally carried out by the 
grades concerned and that therefore nurses at a giveigrade get 
paid an allowance for undertaking duties of a higher grade and 
that the duties that I am talking about in my question refers' 
to non-nursing duties? 

HON J B PEREZ.: 

Mr Speaker, I took the question to mean non-nursing duties in 
connection with extra duty allowance which is payable to some 
nurses who undertake work over and above what their United 
Kingdom counterparts do. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, will the Hon. Member look into those duties which 
are not nursing duties as such and not in fact those duties 
which are of the higher order of nursing for which people are 
at present being compensated by an additional allowance? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I will do so. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO q9 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Has,Government takena decision with regard to the recommenda-
tion of the Public Accounts Committee that an Accounting Cadre 
in the civil service be formed? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL  AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY  

No, Sir. The Public Accounts Committee's recommendation has 
been examined in depth by the Treasury and the Establishment 
Division. On balance it is considered that the setting up 
of an Accounting Cadre would be too inflexible an arrangement 
within so small a Public Service and that the same results 
might be achievedby less formal means which are being examined. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO. QUESTION NO. 29 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, what are these 'less formal means'? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

The less formal means would be that one would have specialists 
in accounting working in departments who would be within the 
general cadre and who could expect promotion within the general 
clerical and executive cadre. The experience elsewhere with 
small services broken up into small cadres is that promotion 
prospects are restricted and this leads to great discontent in 
the service and clearly the Government has considered very care-
fully the recommendation by the Public Accounts Committee and is 
aiming at achieving the results desired by a slightly different 
and less formal means. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, May I ask whether this decision was taken after 
consultation with the Clerical Association? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sfr, no decision has yet been taken. I have merely 
stated that the Government is considering setting up and clearly 
before any definitive decision is taken the Staff Associations 
will be consulted. I would;add, Sir, that in our consultations 
we have, of course, taken the advice of the Principal Auditor. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, I know it is difficult for the Establishment to accept 
change especially when change has,been recommended by an out-
side body, but surely the Government must be aware on the 
effect that lack of accounting expertise is having generally 
on the efficiency of its administration and of its departments, 
and surely the Government is aware that the recommendation for 
the establishment of an Accounting Cadre was put forward in 
order to try and bring some efficiency into that part of Govern-
ment administration and will Government not reject this outright 
unless it'has some alternative that will improve the situation? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, bir, this is not a question of the establiShment 
rejecting advice from any quarter whether from inside or out-
side the service, but merely looking at the practicality of the 
situation. My personal experience with an Accounting Cadre in 
a service the size of that in Gibraltar is that after four years 
it proved totally unworkable and we had to revert to a general 
cadre with specialists in finance. Clearly, as I indicated in 
my answer, we have taken seriously the recommendations of the 
Public Accounts Committee'and what we are trying to achieve are 
the same results without a formalised Accounting Cadre. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Am I right then in thinking that the Government proposes to try 
and have specialists in finance and accounting, make arrange-
ments to have specialists hot just in the Treasury but through-
out the whole spectrum of Government departments? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Yes, Sir. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 30 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

What steps will Government be taking to improve the role and 
functions of the Audit Section in the light of the representa-
tions it has received from GGCA and its specialist adviser Mr 
Jefferson? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Sir, the functions of the Principal Auditor are prescribed by 
section 70 of the Constitution. Supplemental provisions are 
contained in other enactments, principally the Public Finance 
(Control and Audit) Act 1977. 

The GGCA has indicated orally to Government that it intends to 
submit written representations on the staff structure of the 
Audit office. As yet they have not been received. The Govern-
ment will consider them when they are submitted. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 30 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Did the Government, in fact, not receive representations during 
Mr Jefferson's visit to Gibraltar as to ways in which the 
carrying out of the function of the Audit section could be 
improved upon to bring it more into line with United Kingdom 
practice? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

So far as he advised the GGCA I think yes, the scope of what he 
advised them on went perhaps rather wider than the staff struc-
ture as such but also the manner in which work may be undertaken. 
That, of course, must remain within the ultimate confines that 
the functions of the Audit office is laid down constitutionally. 
As 1 say, at this stage the fact that the representations are 
going to be made has been intimated orally and written repres-
entations are awaited. 
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NO. OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

.Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Medical and Health Services 
say how many patients on average are making use of. the 
Physiotherapy Department weekly as compared to the same time 
last year and how'many qualified Physiotherapists are employed 
at the moment? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Sir, it could be quite misleading t•o compare 
figures for a period of one week only or even longer periods. 
However, for the first two months of 1979-1980 the relative 
figures were 303 and 416 per week. Again these figures must 
be related to time taken in the treatment of individual 
patients as treatments can vary from 10 minutes to 45 minutes. 

In•answer to the second part there are two fully qualified 
Physiotherapists in the Department, 

SUPPLEMENTARY 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, does the Government intend taking .on any extra 
Physiotherapists in view of the fact that more and more 
patients are making'use of this department of the hospital? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government at this present moment of time 
is 'satisfied that the current work load is adequately catered 
for by the present two full-time Physiothprapists. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, yet with an increased workload of 25% there is a 
decrease in the staff of 330. Until some two months ago the 
staff and the Physiotherapy Department was 3 qualified 
Physiotherapists. Is the Government satisfied with this 
state of affairs? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think the Hon Member is wrong in saying 
that there is one less Physiotherapist employed at the depart-
ment. The position was that in 1979 we had in fact two part-
timers and one full-time Physiotherapist and the position 
today in 1980 is that we have two full-time Physiotherapists, 
so therefore in 1979 there were two part-timers making one 
body and now we have two full-timers which is two bodies. I 
would repeat the answer to the first supplementary and that 
is that Government is satisifed with the present situation. 
However, I would say that should the workload increase we 
shall look into the matter further. 
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HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, is the Government satisifed with the premises at 
present occupied by the Physiotherapy Department? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, let us not expand on the question. 
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25 3 80 

NO.52 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, will Government state how many of the patients 
given appointments by the ear, nose and throat specialist 
during his last two visits to Gibraltar were private patients 
and how many of the operations performed were not under the 
Group Practice Medical Scheme? 

ANSWER  

THE HON  THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Sir, official records are not kept of private 
patients seen by the visiting ENT Specialist but from inci-
dental notes taken in the Department on his last visit he 
saw 38 private patients and operated on 5 of these. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 32 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, the Minister says that records are not kept. May 
I ask who, in fact, makes the appointments for the private 
patients for the Specialist.? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

The appointmenteare made at the hospital. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

By hospital staff, presumably, Mr Speaker? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Yes, Sir. 

HON G TRESTANO: 

How is it, Mr Speaker, that there aren't any records kept if 
members of the staff in Government employment are, in fact, 
making these appointments? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Because, Mr Speaker, these are private patients which are 
seen by the ENT Specialist and Government feels that we 
would not be justified in keeping records of private patients 
nether would we be justified in disclosing information on 
private patients seen by the ENT Specialist. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is this the real reason, Mr. Speaker, why the information is 
not made readily available because Government does not consider 
that it is justified in making this information public? 
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HON J B PEREZ: 

No, Sir. I did in my answer to the question of.the Hon Mehber 
give figures. 

MR SPEAKER:.  

Yes, information has been given. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Approximate figures. 

MR SPEAKER: 

To the extent that they are in a position to give the informa-
tion, they have supplied it. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

In view of the fact that the visits of the ear, nose and throat 
Specialist are financed by the Government, isn't it extremely 
relevant to Government policy on this that the Government should 
know how many patients are seen by this gentleman during the 
short time he is in Gibraltar who are private patients and how 
many are Government patients for the purpose of deciding 
(a) whether they should continue bringing him out (b) in the 
question of salary and remuneration that they pay and a lot of 
other relevant factors? I would have thought, Mr Speaker, that 
it was extremely important that the Government should have 
records of that especially if appointments are made by their 
own staff. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I did say we keep no official records. I also 
did say that Government does keep incidental notes on the 
matter so in answer to the Hon Member I did say 38 private 
patients and in fact 5 operations. 

MR SPEAKER: 

What you are being asked now is a simple question. Since as a 
matter of practice the appointments are made by Government 
officials in the department, do you feel that records should 
be kept of these? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I have already said no, Sir. 

r 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Would Government reconsider the position? Is this not rather 
alarming that a person who is brought to Gibraltar by the 
Government out of tax payers money and for whom private 
appointments are made at the hospital, that the Government has 
no official records of the work done by this gentleman or how 
the workload is 'split between private patients and Government 
patients, is this not a matter of concern to the Government? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Sir, my answer to the first part of the question is once again 
no, Sir. May I, however, point out that general patients are 
not excluded from treatment in the interest of private patients. 
In fact, the procedure is that no private patient can be seen 
until all general patients are seen by the Specialist. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister who seems to have the infor-
mation there, how many patients altogether are seen by the 
Specialist when he comes to Gibraltar and how long are his 
visits in Gibraltar? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have already given figures for the private 
patients. During the Specialist's last visit to Gibraltar he 
saw 51 non-private patients and he carried out 15 operations. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

My question did say, Mr Speaker, during his last two visits. 
I have had the information for one visit, not the previous one. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, that is why in the answer to the question I 
said that we do not keep official records and therefore I was 
not able to find the incidental notes with reference to the 
ENT Specialist's previous visit, the only. information I can 
give to this House is relating to the last visit. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, this is rather important, is the Minister telling 
the House that his department doesn't know the number of 
private patients that were seen by the Government adviser on 
ear, nose and throat two visits ago, is this the position? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Yes, Sir. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Good lord. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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1280.  

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Government now amend the appropriate legislation (Educa-
tion Ordinance of 1974 Part X Health Section 55(1)) in order 
to allow children in private schools to have free dental 
service? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR  yunic  WORKS 
• (In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education) 

No. Sir. 

The House is owed an explanation. 

When this matter was raised by the Hon and Gallant Major 
Peliza in December, 1978, I was advised, and so informed.  
the House, that children in private schools are not covered 
by Section 55(1) of the•Eudcation Ordinance which provides 
that the Director of Education may arrange, insofar as re-
sources permit, for free dental and ophthalmic treatment to 
be made available to .pupils in attendance at Government 
schools. This is correct. What was overlooked, and has 
now been brought to my notice, is that, under Section 35 of 
the Ordinance, authority can be given, by order, for the 
provisions of the Ordinance relating to medical inspection 
and treatment of pupils to apply, with-such modification as 
may be prescribed by such order, to all independent schools 
as if they were Government schools. 

It 
 provide 

not therefore necessary to amend the Ordinance in order 
to a free dental service to children in private schools 
and I apologise for inadvertently misleading the House on the 
last occasion this matter was raised. 

Those Hon Members who followed our election campaign closely 
will recall that my Hon and Learned Friend the Chief Minister 
committed himself to looking into this matter. In fulfilling, 
as we invariably do, our election pledges, I can now inform 
the House that the necessary steps are being taken to make an 
order providing for a free dental service to all children in 
private schools. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION Np. 33 .OF 1580 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, may I just ask why it is that now the order is 
going to be made and why was it not made when the original 
question was asked? 

ORAL 
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MR SPEAKER: 

You have been told in the answer. They misread the Education 
Ordinance, they thought they needed_special legislation, they 
rrw realise they can do it by regulation and this is what they 
are•going to do. 

HON G T RESTANO: ' 

Yes, but wiAy didn't they do it by regulation then, Mr Speaker? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Because they misread the Education Ordinance. They have 
apologised. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

But, Mr Speaker, at the time it was suggested to the Government 
to amend the legislation and they said that in principle they 
would not. Why then did they refuse to amend the legislation 
and now they are prepared to put in an order. It really makes 
no difference whether it is an order or an Ordinance. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

It was in aiming to fulfil our pledge that we would give this 
necessary treatment that the whole matter was looked at afresh 
and the previous oversight of Section 35 in the Ordinance was 
discovered. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

What my Hon Friend is asking is not the question of legislation, 
what he is asking really is if this is thought to be a good 
thing why wasn't it put right in December, 1978, and not now 
just after an election? That is what I think he is asking. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Because we have had second thoughts and we are improving on• 
the past situation. 

HON P J.ISOLA: 

May I, Sir, congratulate the Government in fulfilling a promise 
given in "Face the Public" by the Hon the Chief Minister to one 
of the questioning members of the public and may I express the 
hope that the same commitment that he gave  

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, Mr Isola, we are making speeches. Next question. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 34 OF 1980' ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Will Government be making provision for a separate identifiable 
budget for library books and other learning material for the 
nursing school in the financial year 1980/81? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER  FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is normal practice for the Principal Tutor 
to request the provision of books and other learning material 
for the Nurses Training School and his requirements have in-
variably been met in full. These bids are itemised depart-
mentally within the relevant subhead of expenditure. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 3L-OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Does this mean, Mr Speaker, that the Government does not propose 
to provide for a separate identifiable budget? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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25 3 80 

NO,,,,.,35  OF 1980 ORAL 

THE. HON A'J  HAYNES 

Will Government consider the possibility of modernising the 
Maternity Department at St Bernard's Hospital? 

Alq3WER  

THE HON THE MINISTER.  FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES.  

Mr Speaker, Sir, this question is, under consideration in 
connection with. the 1981 Development•Programme. 
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NO. 36 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Will Government be making provision in the coming estimates of 
Expenditure for improvement in the amenities for nursing staff 
at the Health Centre? 

ANSWER  

TEE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH  SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Sir, this matter was raised very recently by a 
representative of the Nurses Section of theT&GWUand is 
currently being considered. If it is agreed that certain 
improvements should be. carried out every effort will be made 
to seek the necessary funds. 
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NO. 37'0F 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Government now make available the 1976 Preece, Cardew and: 
Rider Report on power requirements? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

No, Sir. • 

The report contains advice and comment on the development of 
electric power and water supplies up to the year 2000. The 
information in the report affects Government policies on the 
priorities to be established in development programme as well 
as the Government's financial policies, including not only 
capital expenditure but forecasts of possible increases in 
the revenue to be obtained from the supply of electricity, 
and hence also Government budgetary policies. The report 
must therefore remain confidential to the Government as long 
as it considers this to be necessary. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 7 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, as the Hon the Chief Minister has mentioned the year 2000, 
will he take into consideration as to when to release this re-
port the fact that there could be a change of Government before 
the year 2000 and that other people in the House elected by the 
people of Gibraltar are entitled to know what are the problems 
facing Gibraltar as regards power for the year and that it is 
wrong for the Government to keep this a closely guarded secret? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

In the Unlikely evert of the Opposition being able in the year 
2000 or before that to persuade the electorate that it is fit 
to take office, the report would still be relevant and they.  
would have the opportunity of reading it then. The Government 
obtains advice on many matters from Consultants, its own 
officials and departments and other sources. Consideration 
of advice is an internal process and whilst the Government I's 
answerable for its own actions and decisions, it is under no 
obligation to disclose the advice it has receive from any 
source, nor to say whether or not it has accepted or rejected 
any such advice. As I have already announced, I intend in due 
course to approach those on the Opposition bench on the ques-
tion of a possible adoption,of a Committee system. Clearly 
under such a system reports :of this nature would be available 
to Members of the Opposition serving on a departmental Committee. 
Under the present system the Government must remain free to 
decide in each particular case whether or not it will disclose 
such matters to the Opposition. 
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HON P. JISOLA: 

Sir, is the Hon and Learned Chief Minister award that in the 
course of debate on power development and indeed in answers to 
questions, Ministers on that side of the House constantly refer 
to the Preece, Cardew and Rider report and is he not aware that 
under Parliamentary practice in the United Kingdom it iks not. 
considered proper to refer to reports that have not been laid 
on the table and that it is impossible for the Opposition to 
take a constructive  

MR SPEAKER:' 

Order. That is not correct. The parliamentary practice is 
that you must not quote from a report. 

HON P J ISOLA: • 

I know the Hon the Chief Minister will rely on technicalities 
but does he consider it fair, Mr Speaker, to this House and to 
the people of Gibraltar that a report of such importance and 
which is constantly referred to by the Government in debate in 
this House, should not be made available to the Opposition so 
that they can take what I am sure the Government would like us 
to take, a constructive approach to power development to the 
year 2000? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

.We hope that Members of my Party will continue to be here by. 
the year 2000 to continue giving the necessary advice. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

That looks a bit dodgy now, Mr Speaker, judging from the last 
election results. 

HON A J • HAYNES: 

Sir, would Government consider revealing that part of the 
report which is already outdated, like earlier recommendations 
which are no longer effective? . 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, for the same reason and an additional one and that is that' 
there have been further reports updating the matter and it 
would not be fair to look at one part of the report without 
looking at the others and the,whole of them are still under 
consideration by Government..„ 
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NO. 38 OF1280, 

THE . HON W T SCOTT 

Is Government aware of the frequent leakages occurring at the 
water tank situated on• the south side of the Electricity 
Generating Station adjacent to the USOC Hockey Pitch? • 

ANSWER 

THE HON  THE MINISTER  FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Sir, no water tank on the South Station leaks since these were 
internally coated with glass-fibre products a few years ago. 
It is likely that the Hon Member is referring to sea-water 
overflowing when one of the header tanks is being filled 
shortly after an engine has either started or stopped. This 
may occur for a few minutes until flow rates are stabilised. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION  NO. 38 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Is the Government aware that it does not occur- for a few 
minutes. I have seen it myself at weekends at USOC Hockey 
pitch and it goes on for at least half an hour. I have 
seen this on a distinct number of occasions. It constitutes 
an eyesore. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Sir, I would like to' answer this question in various parts. 
First of all, the City Electrical Engineer and the Deputy 
City Electrical Engineer have inspected the area thoroughly 
and anyway this area is manned on. a regular basis and no 
report of any leakage has been received from the men. 
Secondly, rain water can accumulate somewhere in the Bastion' 
structure which drips through one of the weep-holes and this 
could be anywhere on the southern side of the Station. This 
may account for the water you have seen. Thirdly, the fact 
that we overfill the engines to some extent, this is in order 
to ensure that the engine does not run short of water. 

w. 

ORAL 
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25 3 80 

NO. 39 OF 1980' ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Sir, in view of the problems facing the public with the current 
power cuts, will Government assign an official to a particular 
telephone to whom the public may address themselves for their 
inquiries? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Sir, normally a round-theclock service to answer consumers' 
service calls and enquiries is already provided at the Gene-
rating Station. Additionally when powercuts are expected, 
in order to minimise inconvenience to the public; GEC radio 
and television are asked to co-operate by relaying informa-
tion. To assign an official to a particular telephone would 
probably result in that line being continuously jammed by in-
coming calls.. 

.SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 39 OF  1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, is the Minister not aware that the vast majority of the. 
people of Gibraltar are unaware as to the exact time of the 
next power cut and as such they have difficulties with cooking 
and so forth? I ask therefore if the Minister would not be pre-
pared to accept in principle any measure to facilitate the 
public at large in their inquiries as to the exact time of 
power cuts? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Sir, we dO that. In fact, as I have said in answer to the 
question, they can ring the Generating Station and we do 
contact.GBC radio and television and ask them to co-operate 
by relaying information. Unfortunately, it is very difficult 
to estimate when it is necessary to shut down an engine 
immediately and this is probably what the Hon Member is 
referring to. If the Hon Member would care to read my 
lengthy statement to the House which I made at the last 
meeting of the last House of Assembly, he will realise that 
a comprehensive and full answer was given by me to this par-
ticular question. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, what is really being asked is that on occasions 
when there are power cuts there should be a telephone number 
which people can ring. May I tell the Minister that the 
number, which is 5957, in the Generating Station, during the 
recent power cuts one either got the engaged signal or when 
one actually rang and the telephone was ringing one did not 
get a reply and this.was my experience and the experience of 
a lot of people and what the question is really asking, Mr 
Speaker, is that on such occasions somebody, possibly in the 
Secretariat, should - be sitting there to answer the public's 
inquiries and not be running away from them. 
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MR SPEAKER: 

The answer to that one has peen that if such a service were to 
be-giVen that the same thing would happen, that it would be • 
engaged and that no service would be given. That is what, has 
been said. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, may I say, and it.is my. own personal experience and 
people to. whom I have talked, who rang this number and got the 
dialling tone, they got no reply. What the Opposition is 
suggesting.is that in a time of power cuts we know how busy 
everybody in the Generating Station must.be and what we say is 
that there should be a sort of command post in the Secretariat 
which gets the information frbm the Generating Station and' 
gives it to the public who are entitled to know. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Sir, if I may answer that question. The command post can never 
be in the Secretariat, the command post must be in the switch-
board because they are the ones who know what is going on. 
This is why the number 5957. goes directly to the switchboard 
and they are able to answer. Unfortunately, a lot of people 
ring up and this particular number very often is engaged. 
Similarly, if we put a man there just to answer the phone 
exactly the same procedure would happen and the lines would 
continuously be jammed and the public would unfortunately not 
be kept informed. We do notify GBC radio and television as 
soon as possible. 
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ORAL 

THE .._flp RESTANO _p T R  

Will Government make .a comprehensive statement on the state.of 
the engines at; the Generating Station and the full reasons for 
the extensive periods of power cuts that•have been experienced 
throughout Gibraltar recently? • 

ANSWER 

TBE HON THE  MINISTER FOR  MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

Sir, the reason for the power cuts have already been given wide 
publicity by the information media from the various Government 
communiques during the period in question. 

At the-time of preparation of this question, with the exception 
of two small engines in the South engine room, the remaining 
five sets were at present in service. 

In the north station, at King's Bastion South engine No 9 is 
undergoing its regular major overhaul.- There have been problems 
_with the foundation - of-this engine as reportedin previous meetings 
of the.House. However, recently core.samples• have been extracted 
and these' indicate that the concrete is very sound and there is no 
evidence of deep oil penetration. It is therefore considered that 
remedial works similar to those carried out  recently on No 12 will 
be possible with the engine in situ. This work Will fellow on -
directly after the overhaul is completed, 

Engines Nos 10 and 12 are in service and were recently inspected. 
These inspections established that the engines were in good 
working order. Engine No 12 will require to have the, torsional 
damper wheel changed as part of normal maintenance at an appro-
priate moment. 

There are no major problems envisaged with engine No 13. On the 
advice of the manufacturers all the big end bearings had to have 
their shells replaced following their introduction of a re-
designed type. 

As announced recently Engine No 11 sustained a failure of its 
crankshaft and the matter is being investigated with the manu-
facturers as to the best possible means of restoring this engine. 

'SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 40 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I would still like to know the full reasons for the 
power cuts. Whether the Government had 'press releases or not, 
a release in the local presS is, I think, neither here nor there, 
we certainly on the Opposition have never received any of those 
press releases, so I would like to have in this House an answer 
to that question. 
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HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, is is obvious to anyone that the problems with the 
power cuts arose as a result of maintenance of No 13 and No 9 
engine combined with the breakdown of No 11 engine and, in fact, 
in the press release which was given out on the 12th March, 1980, 
regarding the situation at the Generating Station, this was amply 
covered as well as further press releases dealing with the pro-
blems at the Generating Station. Therefore, the fact that power 
cuts have occurred are really .due to the fact that whilst two 
engines were being overhauled we had the unfortunate experience 
that No 11 engine developed a broken crankshaft. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, was it entirely and:ex:clusively.due to the breaking.  
down of the engines that there were power cuts? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I have already, I think, answered this question. It 
is not only No 11 engine, it isthe fact that two engines were 
being overhauled at the .same time, 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister, is there any truth in the 
statement made by the Resident Officer of the Transport and 
General Workers' Union at the time in which he' said that the 
engines had been overworked, had been overloaded, and that 
the real reason for power cuts was the lack of capacity at 
the Station. Is that all wrong, can the Minister tell us 
that? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I believe that I have answered that question pre-
viously regarding the capacity of the engines at King's Bastion 
North. I did that at the last meeting of the House and I said 
that the capacity at King's Bastion North was adequate for the 
needs of Gibraltar. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member has not answered my question which 
is, is there any truth in the statement made by the Resident 
Officer of the Transport and General Workers' Union in rela-
tion to the reasons for the power cuts? Has the Government 
got a view on this? 

MR SPEAKER: 

The answer has been no, there is sufficient capacity. The 
reasons given are the breakdown of one engine whilst two were 
being overhauled. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Is. the. Minister then. saying that there isn't any truth in the 
statement made by the Resident Officer of the Transport and 
General Workers' Union? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member would care to read press releases 
Mr Netto's contribution to this affair was denied publicly and 
the answer to that is no. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

What were the reasons for any industrial problems? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, next question. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 41  OF 1980 ORAL 

TBE  HON G  T RESTANO 

Will Government state, month by month, how much electricity has 
been either purchabed.or borrowed from the MOD from September, 
1976;  to February, 1980? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

Mr Speaker', yes and no. For reasons of administrative ease, the 
transfer of electric power between the Gibraltar Government and 
Ministry of Defence is reconciled on .a quarterly basis, and I 
will give these instead of monthly figures. The position since 
the beginning of October 1976 has been as follows:- 

QUARTER 

UNITS 
IMPORTED 
BY GIB 
GOVT 

UNITS 
EXPORTED 
BY GIB 
GOVT 

BALANCE DURING QUARTER 

4/76 

1/77 
2/77 

3/77 

4/77 
1/78 

2/78 

3/78 

4/78 
1/79 

2/79 

3/79 

4/79  

223,171 

584,070 

312,940 

46,958 

159,616 

244,871 

187,805 

1„677,374 
377,022 

396,068 

86,020 

568,715 

380,026  

199,345 
506,600 

272,878 

14,994 

40,828 

47,078 

560,245 

110,987 

97,055 

587,597 

158,944 
322,957 

99,885  

23,826 in 

• 775470.  

40,052 

31,964 

118,788 

197,793 Om. 

372,440 
1,566,387 

79,967 
191,529 

72,924 

245,758 

280,141 

As at 31 December 1979 the balance stood at 2,072,809 KWH in 
favour of the MOD, this amounts to approximately 1.23% of the 
electricity generated at King's Bastion during the same period. 
Payment in cash has been effected for 1,900,000 KWH in accord-
ance with a negotiated agreement. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO. 41 OF 1 80 

HON P J ISOLA: 

What was the amount involved there, can the Minister say? 
What was the payment effected? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

In fact, we did vote it in the House, it. was £62,240 and this 
was paid in three stages. • 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

That was the first time that the Gibraltar Government repaid the 
MOD for electricity in each rather than in kind, is that so? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, that 'is so. We did pay the MOD in cash this time 
and not in kind. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, does that not indicate that there is, in fact, a 
lack of generating capacity in the Generating Station and that 
there is some. truth . . . 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, we are not going back on a question which has been answered. 
I know you are going to ask whether there is some truth. in what 
Mr Netto has said.  

HON P J ISOLA: 

Precisely, Mr Speaker. How can the Minister in these circum-
stances say, in answer to the previous question, that the 
statement of the Resident Officer of the Transport and General 
Workers' Union in this regard was wrong? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I have already said that the statement of Mr Jose 
Netto was wrong. I would like to add that about three-quarter 
of the units due to the MOD date from the 3rd Quarters of 1978 
when. No 13 engine was out of commission for a major overhaul • 
and replacement of all connecting rods and No 10 engine was 
out of commission whilst the foundation was being rebuilt. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO. 42 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Sir, will Government make a comprehensive statement on the 
proposed purchase of a five Megawatt generator? 

ANSWER 

THE HON  THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL  SERVICES  

Sir, acting on the advice of. our Consultants, the five megwatt 
generator which Government proposes to purchase will be in-
stalled as the first unit in the.new power station at No 5 
Jetty. 

A unit of this size cannot and in any case should not be in-
stalled at King's Bastion and it is economically and environ-
mentally logical that it should go on the new site. 

Preece, Cardew and Rider in consultation with engine suppliers 
are satisfied that it is feasible to have such a set.in opera-
tion by the winter of next'year, as was stated in the Chief 
Minister's recent statement on the subject. 

Three engineers from Preece, Cardew and Rider visited Gibraltar 
for several days a fortnight ago, when extensive discussions 
were held with officials of the Government. 

Preece, Cardew and Rider have now been appointed as Consultants 
for the project and it is expected that tender documents can be 
prepared in time to meet the programme. 

The CEE will be holding a further meeting with Preece, Cardew 
• and Rider in London next week. 

It will be clear to everyone that until designs are completed 
nothing more comprehensive can be said at this stage.-: 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 42 OF 1980 

HON P J 

Mr•Speaker, can the Minister explain the reason for a slippage 
of 6 months on the installation of a new generator as announced 
by the Chief Minister, not on February 28th in this House but 
on October 31st in this. House? Can the Minister explain for 
the slippage of 6 months which his statement that it would be 
installed by the winter of 1.981 implied? 

HON DR R G.VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I think the Hon Member has got his facts confused. 
There is no slippage and in answer to his question I have 
stated - he mentions winter 1981/82 - and I have said that 
Preece, Cardew and Rider in consultation with engine suppliers 
are satisfied that it is feasible to have such a set in opera-
tion by the winter of next year, this is 1981/82, as was stated 
in the Chief Minister's recent statement on the subject, there-
fore, there is no slippage at all. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask. the Minister if he does not recall that the Hon and 
Learned Chief Minister said in this House; on the motion for 
the adjournment on October the 31st, 1979, that he had con-
sulted with the departmental officers of the Engineer's depart-
ment and that a 5-megwatt generator would be in operation within 
18 months which brings us, Mr Speaker, to April of,1981, and not 
the winter of, 1981, will the Minister agree that to be a faeG? 
Perhaps I could refresh the memory of the Minister as to what he 
said in this House on. December 5th, 1979. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I maintain that there is no slippage. Work has 
started and, in fact, there is a.motion coming up on this parti-
cular subject.  work is progressing on the preparation of docu-
ments, site investigations, etc, and this engine will be in 
commission by the winter of 1981. 

MR SPEAKER: 

You are being asked a simple question. Can you reconcile your 
statement now that it is going to be ready by the winter of.  
1981 with the statement made by the Chief Minister that it 
should be ready by April, 1981 it is as simple as that. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

ban the Minister answer that question before I remind him of. 
what he said on December 5th, 1979, in this House, categorically? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

I.beg your pardon, Mr Speaker, - could you repeat what you just 
said? 

MR SPEAKER: 

What you are being asked is that the Chief Minister made a state-
ment in this House in October 1979 to the effect that this new 
generator would be installed by April, 1981. You are now saying 
it will not be operational until October 1981. Can you explain 
the difference in time? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, that is a difficult question to answer because 
different manufacturers have got different times of delivery. 
Some of them can quote delivery within 12 months, others can 
quote within 18 months and what we want to do, since we have 
decided and it is a matter of policy to start a new Generating 
Station, we-have decided to go the whole hog and make sure we 
have enough power for Gibraltar for the future. 
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HON CHIEF.MINISTER: 

• There is a motion about the future and. I will make a statement 
then. I am not prepared to get involved in question time. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I did ask for a comprehensive statement and I would 
have thought that in the Comprehensive statement the House would 
have been told the reasons for the slippage' from 18 months to 2 
years of what the Chief Minister said in the House. I must ask 
the Minister for Municipal Serviceswhether he still stands by 
what he said in this House on December 5th in answer to Question 
No 195 of 1979 in which he told the House that three manu-
facturing companies had been to Gibraltar already and we asked 
what time limits these companies had given and the Minister 
answered: "Yes, Mr Speaker, in fact, all of them have and the 
time concerned is all within the time mentioned by the Chief 
Minister in his statement to the House at the last meeting." 
And when he was questioned further, Mr Speaker, and there is a 
lot I can remind him of, a lot of things he said there, but if 
I may go to my last supplementary which said: "So the Minister 
is confident that within 18 months we will have this 5-megawatt 
generator and he confirms and assures the House that we shall 
have it, is that the position?" The Minister answered: "The 
Minister is not only confident, he gives the House every assur-
ance that you will have one." Can I ask the Minister what sort 
of assurances is he now giving, are they the.  assurances of the 
Chief Minister who . . 

MR SPEAKER: 

'Order, I will not have a question which is going to last seven 
minutes, that is making a statement. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask a simple question, is the Minister for Municipal 
Servicesconfirming in his statement in this House the state-
ment made by the Chief Minister on October 31st,. 1979, or the 
statement made by the Chief Minister in this House on February 
28th, 1980, which of the two statements is he confirming be-
cause there are six months difference between them? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, in the mounting, design and commissioning of an 
engine this is something which does always take time. There-
fore, it is not as easy as just putting a car in No 5 jetty. 
This requires some thought, it requires a great deal of work. 
If the Hon Member cares to call it slippage for publicity pur-
poses as he usually does the fact that he is not electioneering 
now probably tends to tone him down slightly but I have said 
that we are proceeding with a new Generating Station and this 
is what we aim' to do, we shall have an engine by the winter of 
1981/82, and this is exactly what I have said in the answer to 
the question. The factethat 18 months was said, 18 months can 
take anything up to settling down the engine but the commi-
ssioning of an engine could take some extra time. 
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MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. We are going to debate this matter and I will 
allow no further questions 

HON P J 

Can I give notice that I am thoroughly dissatisfied with the 
answer and I shall raise this matter on the motion for the 
adjournment notwithstanding there is a substantive motion® 

MR SPEAKER': 

MoSt certainly. 
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NoLilln1210 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA.  

Will Government state how many applicants are on the waiting 
list to have new telephones installed? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER  FOR MUNICIPAL  SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, at the time the answer was prepared there were 
approximately 500 applicants on the waiting list. 

I have checked today and the number of applicants is 490. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. )43 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Could the Minister state how long will it take, on average, 
for a subscriber to get a telephone installed? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, this really depends on the availability of cables 
because in some districts we have no cables and we have been 
unable to lay new telephones because of this particular fault. 
One of the areas in which this arises is mainly Catalan Bay 
where we have some applicants dating back as far as 1976. I 
am glad to say that the cable in Catalan Bay has been installed, 
the last section was laid only last week and subscribers are 
expected to be connected as soon as distribution cables are 
completed. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

How many subscribers will that involve? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

We have 21 subscribers in Catalan Bay. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

So really when the Minister is talking about difficulty with 
cables it appears to me that there are only 20 affected in 
that respect or are there other areas which he could specify? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, this is one area which I mentioned as an 
example. There are obviously other areas which are similarly 
affected. We are also laying down some development cables, 
this is what we have done in Catalan Bay, and I am hopeful 
that during the coming summer months when the maintenance and 
repair of lines will go down because of the good weather, we 
shall be able to put in'a higher number of telephones that we 
have been able to put in during the winter months where most 
of the men have been engaged in repairing existing lines. 
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HON MAjORR J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, would the Minister say that in fact the delay of all 
the 400 are due to the cables, if not, how many are due because 
there is not enough 'staff to connect them? 

HON DR R G VALARINCY: 

The fact is that we do have some shortage of staff. There are 
three parts in the Telephone Department which must go hand in 
hand. First of all is the replacement of cable programme that 
we have already started and this is progressing at a very, very 
satisfactory rate. In fact, we have cut down the number of 
cable faults by 85% in the last year. On the other hand there 
are telephone installations which we have, to do and we have to 
repair telephones., The other problem which also gives us quite 
a lot of work is telephone transfers from people who move from 
one home to another home and this year we have done about 300... 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going. to review the Whole-  of the work of the depart—
ment. The question you have been asked is, how long does it 
take for a new telephone to be installed? It is as simple as 
that and we de not want to expand beyond the scope of the 
question - 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, for a new telephone to be installed it certainly 
depends on the area. We give priority to certain cases, medical 
cases, business applications and certain Government organisations. 

HON. MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

How long are those 500 .people who are still on the waiting list 
likely to wait, any idea at all? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speakeri  we hope to install between 320 to 350 telephones in 
the coming year. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO.. WI- OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Has the report of the British Post Office Consultants on the 
introduction of International Subscriber Dialling been received? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

The report•of the British Post Office Consultants has not yet 
been received. The report is expected at the end of March. 

cl 
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NO. 45 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Government state how many of the telephone old type lead 
main, cables remain, what areas they service and the estimated 
programme for their replacement? 

ANSWER.  

THE HON THE  MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

There are 30 lead type main cables still in service. These 
cables serve all over Gibraltar. 

It is envisaged that another five lead cables will be replaced 
during.the next financial year, serving mainly the upper and 
lower town areas. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 45 OF 1,980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, why only five main cables to be repaired .in tweave 
months, cannot more be repaired? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

"Mr Speaker, in answer to a previous question I said that this 
was a gradual replacement of telephone cables and I said that 
.we would substitute about five cables a year, therefore, taking 
about 6 years in the complete replacement of the cable prog-
ramme. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

That doesn't answer my question, Mr Speaker, my question is why 
cannot more be done in one year? 

MR SPEAKER: 

The answer given is that it is a gradual process and they have 
scheduled to change five cables a year. Next question. 
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. NO. '46 OF 1980' . ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Can Government state how many public telephone boxes there are 
and how many of these are in working order? 

ANSWER 

TEE HON THE MINISTER.FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

There are 21 Public Telephone Boxes in Gibraltar. Eight of 
these are in working order. • 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L.6  OF 1980 . 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Does the Government think we need 21 Public Telephone Boxes, 
Mr Speaker? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, no, I do not think we need 21 Public Telephone. 
Boxes in Gibraltar. Unfortunately these Public Telephone 
Boxes are extremely prone to vandalism and the policy of the 
department is to introduce the new electronic type of coin 
box which is suitable for international calls to be made via 
the operator and install them at suitable places where they 
can be looked after, places like the Health Centre, the 
Hospital, the Airport etc where they will be of great use. 
It is also thought that some of the Telephone Boxes could 
well be resited in places where they will not be prone to 
such vandalism and we hope that we can get the I.e]p of the 
Tenants' Associations as well in this regard. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Do I take it, Mr Speaker, that the Government will be doing 
something shortly to put the ones that are not operational 
in working order or else do away with them because there 
seems to be no point in having unused and unusable ones? 
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NO. 47 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Has Government received any reply from Her Majesty's GovernMent 
on the question of tuition fees to be paid by our students in 

'the UK as from September,. 1960? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education) 

No Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L .7 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, what does the Minister propose to do about that? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, the matter was raised by the Chief Minister on February 
20th. The matter was picked up by the Education Department 
from articles which appeared in the United Kingdom Press on 
2nd November, 1979, following the publication of the Govern- . 
ment's White Paper on Public Expenditure on 1st November, 1979. 
The financial implications as it would affect Gibraltar were 
then looked at by the Department of Education. A detailed 
memorandum was then sent to the Financial and Development 
Secretary on 18th December, 1979, and a paper for Council of 
Ministers on 16th January, 1980, and again on 6th February, 
1980, when it was agreed that the Chief Minister should make 
representations to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. This 
was done on 20th February, 1980, and as I have already stated 
no reply has yet been forthcoming. 
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NO. 48 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE EON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, has Government yet engaged a play-leader and if so 
when can he be expected to arrive and furthermore has the post 
of trainee play-leader been advertised? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education) 

Sir, Mr Colin James Hooker, formerly an Adventure Playground 
Leader with Crawley Borough Council at Furnace Green. Adventure 
Playground has been engaged and is expected to arrive in 
Gibraltar on 25 April, 1980. 

The post of Trainee Youth and Community Worker will be adver-
tised shortly with a view to an appointment being made in 
early May. Part of his duties only will be associated with 
the Adventure Playground. 
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NO. 49 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, would Government be prepared to extend the use of. 
the Government Nursery at Hargraves to all working mothers 
under the same donditions regardless of who their employers 

'are? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education) 

Sir, the Government Nursery already accommodates children of 
working mothers irrespective of whom their employer may be. 
At the present time there are 34 children on roll at the 
Government Nursery of. which 14 attend on a full-day basis, 
12 for mornings only and 8 for afternoons only. The mothers 
of 20 of these children are employed by Gibraltar Government, 
5 other mothers are employed by MOD.and 9 are employed in the 
private sector. 
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NOc 50 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Why were perfectly sound reinforced quarter inch glass panes 
replaced by plywood boarding external doors and windows in 
Notre Dame School? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education) 

Only glass panes below approximately 4 ft above floor level 
have been replaced by plywood boarding at Notre Dame School. 
This has been done as a safety measure in a situation where 
small children could quite easily injure themselves if the 
glass panes were to be broken accidentally. The plywood . 
boarding has yet to be painted and it is intended that this 
will be done as part of the painting programme during the 
coming summer. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 5.0 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, why were they put in in the first place and have 
been there for 6 years? Wasn't the danger there then? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

It has become considered as a recognised possible point of 
danger to have any glass below 4 ft from the floor and pro-
gressively in all schools where there is such glass it will 
be replaced. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, why weiethe glass panes, once removed, left 
lying around on the ground for months until they had.to be 
collected by the caretaker? Some of them were smashed. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I. am not aware. of that but I will look into it.. 
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• NO. 51 OF 1980' ORAL 

THE - HON A T LODDO  

Can Government say whether all school children who enjoy sub-
sidised bus fares are allowed the same subsidy? 

• ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC  WORKS  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education) 

At the present time all children who are entitled to subsidised 
bus fares do not enjoy the same subsidy. It was decided last 
year that the existing transport arrangements be rationalised on 
the basis of a 50% subsidy to meet the requirements of all children 
from Varyl Begg who need to attend Bishop Fitzgerald Middle School 
during the first two years of the Middle School age range, all 
children from the North Gorge and sponsored children who attend 
St Christopher's School. In addition. it was agreed that the 25% 
subsidy currently enjoyed by boys of secondary age living south 
of a line from the bottom of Witham's Road to the Casino should 
continue but be increased to 50% as soon as financial resources 
permit. In the case of Catalan Bay currently a bus is hired at 
the expense of Government for the 40 children or so who attend 
Middle and Secondary Schools in the town. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 51 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, is the position then that some children receive full sub-
sidy and others only receive half, is that the position? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, Sir., some children receive 50%, some get 25% who are going 
to be increased to 50% as soon as possible, and Catalan Bay 
gets 100%. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

That is what I mean,.Sir, the position will be that some school 
children will receive 50% and others will receive 100%. Why is 
that? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The question of the Catalan Bay who get 100%, this is a historical 
situation, they have acquired rights and the intention will be some 
time in the future to phase sit down to the 50% rate. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, how does one acquire such rights? 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE : 

This has been done to my knowledge for at leaSt the last 20 
years, since the WilliaWs Way TUnnel had to be used. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, does that mean that - in 20 years time the other 
.school children will also enjoy a 100% subsidy? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

On condition that there is a landslide like the one near 
William's Way, it might be considered, yes. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, when will the phasing down be done of the 100%? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

One would hope that this will be done slowly but possibly 
starting in the next financial year or so? 

HON G T REST.ANO: 

In what manner will this be done? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The new people coming in will probably be only given the 50% 
subsidy until those who have the. 100% have gone away- with 
natural wastage having grown out of their school -life. 

81



25 3 80 

NO.  52 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON AT LODDO  

Why do student teachers, after qualifying, not.get paid until 
they start wopk.in the Autumn term? 

ANSWER 

THE. HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

(In -11;6 absence of the Hon the Minister for Education) 

In accordance with conditions of service applicable to teachers 
in the UK all newly trained 'teachers, where they are offered 
teaching appointments by local education authorities, are 
appointed wii;11 effect from the beginning of the academic year 
following the completion of their training courses. In keeping 
with UK practice it was agreed in 1978 that the same conditions 
of service should apply in Gibraltar. The incremental date for 
all newly appointed teachers is now 1 September. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 52 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker; but on the other hand teachers in the United Kingdom 
are not obliged to return to their birthplace or the authority 
which employed them for.  work whereas here they are, they cannot 
take employment elsewhere. 

HON M K Fii,ATHERSTONE: 

Is that a question, Sir, it seems to be a statement? If it is 
a question may I have it repeated then; please? 

HON T LODDO: 

You have compared them with England, when in England they are 
not compelled to return to teach under the authority with which 
they are employed. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I don't follow the logic of the question. 

MR SPEAKER: 

The question that is being asked is that since in Gibraltar 
they are required to come back to work should this not be a 
reason why they should be paid as from the time that they 
qualify? This is the way I understand it. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, the situation here is that we employ them from the 
beginning of the academic year which is the same system as 
in the United Kingdom. If we are going to have parity with 
the United Kingdom we must have parity all along the line. 
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HON P J TSOLA: 

I would agree with the Hon Member if that is what he is saying 
but, surely, if we are to have parity with the United Kingdom 
and the same conditions of service there shouldn't be a condi-
tion imposed on a student who goes to England to train obliging 
him to come back to Gibraltar and work for that authority and 
nobody else, that doesn't exist in England so why has Government 
decided to follow the United Kingdom on that particular point of 
practicen)d not on all the others if we are to have similarity? 

f4a. 

HON MK-FEATIERSTONE: 

We follow as near as pOssible to the United Kingdom practice. 
Of course, a teacher in'the United Kingdom probably costs the 
local authority 2300 or 4.00 a year whereas here it costs nearly 
£2000 a year ,so you can't have absolute parity. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Does the Minister consider it. fair that a.married man, for 
example, a married student who goes to England to train, comes 
the end of the summer term, comes back with his wife and child 
and his pay stops and he Can't get another job because on the 
1st Sepember he has to work for the Government as he is legally 
bound to. Shouldn't it be two-way, shouldn't the Government 
pay him right through from the date the man starts to go to 
learn his trade because of his commitment to the Government? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

It is very seldom to my knowledge, Sir, that we send married 
men to become teachers. If they get married while they are . 
away they should really face up to the responsibilities in 
going into the matrimonial state. There have been one or two 
exceptions where a married man has been granted some measure 
of allowance in the intervening two months. 
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25 3 80 

NO.  53  OF 1980, ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Education confirm whether 
University Graduates are denied financial backing for an extra 
year to enable them to obtain a professional qualification in 
teaching? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

(In'Ehe , absence of the Hon the Minister for Education) 

Sir, students who successfully complete an academic degree 
course under the Educational Awards Regulations are not auto-
matically granted financial support to enable them to do a 
post-graduate teaching certificate. The decision as to • 
whether financial support can be given in individual cases 
depends on a. the availability of financial resources; 
b. the academic attainment and confidential reports on the 
students concerned; c. the likelihood of a suitable teaching 
post being available in our schools on completion of a Post-
Graduate Certificate of Education; and d. the extent to which 
our Teacher Training Scheme already.provides for our teacher 
needs in schools'. It should be stressed that the Teacher 
Training Scheme is spccifically designed to recruit and pro-
vide local teachers for our schools although from time to 
time it is necessary to recruit some teachers through the 
scholarship scheme by providing financial resources for suit-
ably qualified individuals to take the post-graduate teaching 
certificates. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUES1AON NO. 53 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, but yet at this point of time in Gibraltar we have 
- a number of expatriates working as teachers in Gibraltar. 

Surely, if we have the money to pay them, we have money to 
qualify our own people and have them back in Gibraltar teaching? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The situation is that in many instances people who go on the 
Scholarship Scheme choose to become graduates in certain 
disciplines which are not required in our teaching force and 
even if they were to stay and get their post graduate certi-
ficate they would not supplant one of these United Kingdom 
teachers who is teaching a completely different discipline. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Can the Minister say whether when school leavers are deciding 
between going on a University course or applying for a teacher 
training course, they are informed that they are at a dis-
advantage in terms of their prospects of employment as teachers 
if they choose the University course? 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, I believe over recent years they have - been told if 
they go on a Scholarship course their obtaining academic 
degrees does not automatically qualify them to go on a post 
graduate course since there may be no teaching vacancy avail-
able in the discipline they wish to follow. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speakr, is it the case, for example, that there are people 
today finishing their degree courses who were told initially 
when they went on their degree courses that by choosing a 
degree course instead of choosing a teacher training course 
they were forfeiting their opportunity of becoming teachers, 
'is that the case? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I would not like to say that this was definitely done with 
those people who went three years ago, I believp it has been 
done at least in the last two years since we have been to 
some extent suffering almost from a surfeit of teachers 
especially in certain disciplines, for example, modern 
languages. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Would the Hon Member agree that if people have chosen to go on 
a University course under the mistaken impression that their 
prospects of employment was just as high, that is a fact that 
should be taken into account at least for those who are 
finishing this year? 

HON M K FEAThERSTONE: 

I think it is not unfair that it should be taken into account 
and we will look into it. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, does Government then consider it a desirable aim 
of policy that graduates who have got a degree and who wish 
to go and obtain an Education Diploma in the subsequent year, 
that it is a desirable aim of policy that that should be en-
couraged, in the proper discipline? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

In the proper discipline, Sir, this is usually given, it is 
when it is a discipline which is already completely full and 
for which we have no further need that it is not granted 
because so to grant would almost imply that a job was going 
to be available for them at the end. 
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25 3 80 

NO'. 54 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Has Government now fully considered the memorandum submitted 
on April 1gth, 1979, by the Tourist Transport.Operators? 

ANSWER 

The Hon the Chief Minister 

I have beon informed that an appeal is to be lodged against 
the decision of the Transport Commission of 20 March and I 
do not therefore propose to say anything on this matter at 
this stage. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 54 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is the Hon and Learned the.Chief Minister saying 
that he cannot say whether he has now considered, the memorandum 
that he has had in his possession for 12 months because of an 
appeal that is being lodged? Surely, the fact that an appeal 
is being lodged on a particular decision of the Transport 
Commission cannot preclude the House being informed whether 
the memorandum has now been fully considered or is still being 
studied. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

The whole question of the memorandum was linked up, by the time 
it reached the Government, with the pending appeal and therefore 
we decided not to proceed with it until the appeal was finished. 
Now that I have been informed officially by the operators that 
they are going to appeal, I haven't been told for that reason 
only, I have been told for other reasons by the operators, I do 
not think it will be in the public interest that I should say 
anything about a memorandum which has not yet been considered 
fbr the reasons I have mentioned. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Is the Hon and Learned Chief Minister in fact referring to an 
appeal against the recent decision of the Transport Commission 
for two extra licences, or is he talking about something else? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No,.it is all linked up. The objectors to the application were 
the people who made the proposals to which the Hon Member refers 
and the consideration of that was linked with the application 
that was made whilst the matter was being considered and we felt 
that we should not consider it until the appeal had been disposed 
of. Had we not had official intimation that an appeal was going 
to be made, the answer that I had prepared for the Hon Member 
before yesterday afternoon was completely different to the one I 
am giving him. now. . 
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! 
HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr.  Speaker, may I ask the Government, since this memorandum 
has been submitted to the Government and we in the Opposition 
have obviously not received it, could the Chief Minister give 
us more or less an outline of what the memorandum, in fact, 
has to say?  

HON CHIEF 'MISTER: 

Yes, it wus made public, I think, and if not I shall certainly 
make it available to Hon Members. I have no difficulty in 
making ecOpy available to the Hon Member. 

.HON G T RESTANO: 

Not like the Preece, Cardew and Rider report? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Well, it is not as long as that.' 
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25 3'80 

NO. 55 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Can Government state why they find it necessary...to make Irish 
Town and Parliament Lane. no parking areas? 

ANSWER  

!TEE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

The parking of cars and lorries in Irish Town, Parliament Lane 
creates a hazard for pedestrians as well as difficulties for 
the loading and unloading of goods vehicles. 

This problem was considered by the Transport Commission on 
22 February 1975 and they recommended that:- 

a) Irish Town from its junction with Market Lane, 
Northwards should be declared a No Parking and 
No Waiting zone from 9 am to 7 pm (Monday -
Friday) and 9 am to 1 pm (Saturdays).  

b) Parking should be allowed on Sundays and Public 
Holidays 

c) Goods vehicles should be allowed to unload along 
the whole length of Irish Town, and 

d) Parliament Lane should be similarly decongested. 

It was then the opinion of the Transport Commission that the 
then new area at Montagu Place should accommodate most of the 
cars hitherto parked in Irish Town and Parliament Lane during 
the decongestion hours proposed. 

At the present time a completely new survey of all traffic 
parking and No Parking areas in the city is being made by the 
Police. Much of the city has already been surveyed and this 
particular area will come under review in due course. 
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25 3 80 

NO. .56 OF 1980. ORAL 

THE. HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government take the necessary steps to ensure that the 
gates at the lower level of Green Lane, behind the Rock Hotel 
are'kept permanently open? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

The gate8. are the property of the Rock Hotel and define the 
boundary'of their grounds. Consequently, the Government have 
no jurisdiction over these gates or that part of Green Lane 
which lies within the boundaries of the Rock Hotel. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 56 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Does the Government not agree that this idea would be worth 
pursuing since this lane would be not only ideal for walks up 
the rock and so forth but far more important than that it, 
would provide an extra outlet from the Upper rock and further 
decongest Willis's Road, Prince Edward's Road and so forth? 
Is there any reason why Government should not pursue this 
idea to take possession of that part of Green Lane which at' 
the moment it does not own? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I think the Hon Member has probably misunderstood the answer. 
That is private property, it forms part of the lease of the 
Rock Hotel. In fact, I can inform the Hon Member that Service 
vehicles are allowed access through Green Lane and so are some 
of the members of the Gibraltar Regiment who live up at Devil's 
Gap and I do know that residents who have an entry in Gardiner's 
Road from the rock side find great cooperation from the Rock 
Hotel who allow them access through their own private land. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Is there any right of way along that stretch of road? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I wouldn't know, Sir, it is private property and I wouldn't 
know about any right of way. As it is private property, 
there would be no.  right of access at all if the Rock Hotel 
did.  not want to allow access. 
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NO. '57 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR  R J PELIZA 

Will Government consider looking into the question of making 
the.last owner of a vehicle responsible for its disposal? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

The law )/): this matter is to be found in the Traffic (Removal 
of Vehicles) Regulations 1964 Chapter 154 which are fairly 
lengthy and somewhat complicated. However, .Regulation 3(i) 
already places the responsibility for the-removal of a vehicle 
when the vehicle has broken down on a road (ie a. derelict) on 
the owner, driver or other person in control or in charge of 
any vehicle; 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 57 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Why then do we see so many derelict cars lying about our streets 
and what is the reason for allowing that to happen? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I suppose the answer is that we live in an affluent society 
where we have too many cars in Gibraltar. I would like to 
inform the Hon Member that the answer to the next question 
will give more information on this matter. 

.HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I have a few more supplementaries which I would like to ask, 
Mr Speaker, but I am quite happy to ask them following the 
next question. 

•1 
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25 3 80 

N0.58.  0F 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Can Government state how many derelict cars are'in our public 
thoroughfares. and how many have been disposed of in the last 
week? - 

ANSWER 

  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

A total Of 30 derelicts are at present on our roads. 18 of 
these have been signed for disposal. The remainder are under 
investigation. The removal is not done on a.weekly baSis 
The week before last 27 derelict vehicles were removed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 58 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Doesn't the Minister agree that there are a lot of cars lying 
about which apparently the Police or whoever is responsible 
for finding out whether they are due for removal or not, are 
finding difficulty? Would it.be possible to make it part of 
the law that on the granting of a licence a kind of deposit 
were to be paid.by  the owner and that would ensure that our 
roads are not littered as they are with derelict cars which 
I think the authority responsible is finding impossible to 
clear? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I don't know, Mr Speaker, if we could incorporate in the law a 
deposit on somebody for the eventual funeral of his own vehicle 
because there are people who look after their cars and have a 
car 15 or 20 years but there are other people, needless to go 
into detail, that come to Gibraltar, are here fora very short 
period and use an old'banger to get around Gibraltar and then 
they leave Gibraltar, sometimes even removing the number plates. 
I would, of course, like to inform the Hon Member, because he 
is not here all that often, that we do dispose of a tremendous 
number of derelict cars in Gibraltar, in fact, from 504 right 
down to this year, so far, 69, so normally, Sir, it is between 
400 and 5.00 on average per annum that we dispose of which is 
pretty good going. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Doesn't the Minister agree that notwithstanding that there are 
a lot of cars still lying around which is, in fact, affecting 
the parking problem. If the Minister would like me to, I could 
point out to them quite a number that I have seen and I keep 
seeing whenever I come to Gibraltar. Surely, if there was a 
deposit the individual concerned just for the sake of getting 
his deposit back would see that his car was disposed of at the 
proper time. 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I tend to agree with the Hon Member that some people 
leave their cars parked longer than one would like to see them 
parked but they may not necessarily be derelict. A derelict is 
a car which is absolutely abandoned. The fact that a car happens 
to be parked at a particular place with all the dust and dirt on, 
if it has a road licence• there is very little the Police or any-
body can do about it. 

HON A T LCDDO: 
P., 

Mr Speaker,-how long has a car to be left abandoned before it is 
considered a derelict or is it something historical as well? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 
• 

No, Mr Speaker, .1 think we can be serious about the matter. 
Before a car is a derelict it must, of course, have been 
abandoned and then if the Hon Member reads the Gibraltar 
Gazette and the local papers he will find that the Police 
advertise that a particular car, giving all the details, is 
in such a place and if the registered owner doesn't see to 
it it would be disposed of and after a time period, I think 
it is 3 weeks, then the car can be removed. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

If the deposit is not something that the Minister is enamoured 
with couldn't he think of setting time limits as to the time a 
car can be left in one place and so ensure that if the car is 
not moved then it can be assumed that it is derelict? 

HON . H J ZAMMITT: 

NO, I disagree even more with that, Mr Speaker. I don't think 
that in. Great Britain where the Hon Member lives and feels so 
strongly about, I don't think a deposit is asked in " Great 
Britain for people to dispose of their cars. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I don't think Great Britain has got the problem that we have. 
I don't think you see derelict cars, they have such a thing as 
an MOT test: 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I heard the Minister saying that the responsibility 
for the disposal of the car was on the owner, does the owner in 
fact bear the cost of the removal of the car when the Police 
removes it and disposes of it? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the answer is yes and no. The Police have the powers 
under rule 6(1) to charge the removal of a vehicle but it in-
variably is not done, we consider the cleaning up exercise much 
more important than obtaining 22 revenue for the removal of a 
vehicle. 

c7L 
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HCN G T RESTANO: 

Does r the Minister not consider that £2 is too low a sum for 
the cost of the removal? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Obviously, Sir, £2 today would be absolutely ridiculous to 
charge and no doubt this was in the Traffic Ordinance of 1957, 
and of course £2 at that time was a reasonable sum. 

rr

~

HON G T RESTANO: 

Would the Minister consider revising that sum? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

There would be no point, Mr Speaker. If we are not implementing 
the £2 there is no point of revising it to £200 because probably 
we still wouldn't implement it, we would much rather dispose of 
the vehicles without having to search for somebody who has prob-
ably left for Northern Ireland. 

HON G T RESTANO:.  

But, Mr Speaker, if the fine were large enough, surely, it would 
encourage people not to leave derelict cars on the road and the 
removal and the disposal of them would at least help the Govern-
ment in recouping the money that it is losing in the disposal of 
those cars. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

We are not losing any money at all, Mr Speaker, we are just 
Cleaning up. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, would the Government consider the creation of a car pound-
helpful in the matter or not? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Well, Mr Speaker, of course, the Commissioner of Police has 
under these .regulations the power to remove a car and impound 
it but we haven't got a pound for it. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Wouldn't the creation of a car pound be considered useful? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Well it would be much more expensive, .1 agree„;- 
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

So the Government therefore haVe come to the conclusion there 
is nothing they can do as with many other things. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member thinks that disposing of 500 cars 
per annum isn't good enough then there is nothing I can say 
that will convince him. 
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25 3 80  

NO. .59 Ok" 1980' ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government consider making the two7way road into Varyl 
Begg Estate West, an exit only or entry only highway? 

ANSWER  

THE HO* THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

A detailed survey has already been carried out by the Police 
who have recommended that the Western Road leading into the 
Estate should be entry only and that the Eastern Road should 
be. exit only. 

This would provide more parking spaces, decongest traffic and 
make it much safer for the 5,000 residents and in particular 
for the children at the. school. 

When minor details have finally been worked out this will be 
put into operation for a trial period and will be made 
permanent, if found satisfactory. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 59 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

When does Government propose taking these measures? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Very shortly, Mr Speaker. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

With no definite time period? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Very shortly, I would say within the next month or so. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 60 OF 1980' ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Housing and Sport state how 
many seats on the main stand at the. Victoria Stadium are usable, 
and whether it is Government's intention to replace the seats 
that have now been missing for many months? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER. FOR HOUSING AND.SPORT  

Mr Speaker, Sir, out of the total of 1472 seats provided for on 
the Grand Stand in 1975 only 569 seats are usable. 

Government does not intend to reprovide similar seats, but will 
consider, in due course, the provision of other seating which 
will be less susceptible to vandalism. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 60 OF • 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Aren't'there people employed in the Stadium to prevent vandalism? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

If we didn't have them, Mr Speaker, then we would be 1472 seats 
short. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Well, Mr Speaker, 900 short is certainly not an achievement to 
be proud of, is it? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

It isn't, Mr Speaker, but I hope he does not blame the members 
of the Victoria Stadium. Perhaps the Hon the Leader of the 
Opposition might like to remind the people who jump over the 
seats despite the constant supervision of the supervisors and 
staff of the Stadium. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Haven't we got a rather large Police Force well paid and well 
trained who can stop this vandalism or are we going to give 
way all the time? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the Police Force have nothing to do in connection 
with control of the Victoria Stadium. 

MR SlisAKER: 

Order, next question. 
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25 3 80 

NO. .61 OF 1980, ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Does Government intend to levy fees on individual and/or 
Associations for the use of facilities at the Victoria 
Stadium and what are the fees envisaged and can Government 
explain the basis pn which the fees have been assessed? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Government intends to introduce a charge for the use of the 
playing facilities at the Victoria Stadium on a per court 
per hour basis on similar lines to some Sports Centres in 
UK. The fees have as yet not been finally agreed to but 
will in no circumstances be above those in UK. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 61 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, has the Hon the Minister for Housing and Sport consulted 
all the relevant sporting Associations as to the introdu6tion 
of this scheme? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

This was done years ago, Mr Speaker. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

What reaction did the Minister get after consultation? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

We were discussing at the time, Mr Speaker, the question of 
membership and there was not an adverse reaction. 
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NO. -62 OF 1980' ORAt 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Sir, will Government consider the possibility of creating a.  
Sports Council for Gibraltar the members of which will be 
selected by the various Sports Association and who themselves 
will decide how Government grants allocated to them are spent? 

ANSWER 

TEE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Mr Speaker, Sir, Government has for the past. two years been 
considering the possible amalgamation of the Sports Advisory 
Committee and the Committee appointed to consider applications 
for financial assistance for Sporting Societies. This is with 
a view to creating a Sports Council for Gibraltar which will 
have responsibility jf'or advising Government on sport and 
facilities also the allocation of grants. Members of the new 
Sports Council will be appointed by the Minister for Sport as 
is the case in the UK following consultations with the 
interested parties concerned. 

The allocation of grants will be the responsibility of the 
Sports Council, but not the way in which such grants are 
spent by respective Associations. 
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25 3.80 

122,agp  1980' ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Sir, will Government make a statement as to how housing is to 
be allocated in Gibraltar in the future irrespective of 
whether the housing concerned is pre-war or post-war housing? 

ANSWER 

THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Mr Speaker, Sir, Government will in the near futui,e be con-
sidering a paper containing suggestions submitted by the 
Housing Allocation Committee with respect to the Committee's 
terms of reference and the method to be adopted with regard 
to allocations of Government dwellings. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 63 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask the Minister whether a statement will'be made on 
this before any more houses are allocated under the old 
system? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, Mr Speaker, we will still continue to use the present set-
up and if and when Council of Ministers considers the paper 
and it is agreed to then of course this system will change, 
otherwise we will continue to do what we are doing now. 

HON P.3 ISOLA: 

Can I ask the Government whether they are dealing with this as 
an urgent matter in view of the great dissatisfaction certainly 
that we found during the election as to the method presently used 
for allocation of Government houses? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

The allocation of Government houses, Mr Speaker, is conducted 
by the Housing Allocation Committee and there seems to be no 
difference to what has been going on for a number of years. 
I see no matter of urgency as such but, of course, we will try 
and hasten it.as much as possible but it certainly is a matter 
of top priority. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I think I did hear the Minister say that the pro-
posals were going to come from the Housing Allocation Committee, 
did I hear him correctly? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

They have come. 

99



2. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

How can that statement= be reconciled with the statement of the 
Chief Minister at the Ceremonial Opening of the House where he 
said that the Minister would be coming up with proposals? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Of course, Mr Speaker, that is why I am Minister for Housing, 
they submit their suggestions to me and it is my duty to take 
it down to Council of Ministers for collective discussion 
with my colleagues. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Therefore, Mr Speaker, can the Minister say whether. the exact 
proposals of the Housing Allocation Committee have been trans—
mitted to the Council of Ministers? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

The exact proposals have been put on paper for the Council of 
Ministers' to consider. 

ti 
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NO. '64 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE - HON A J HAYNES  

Sir, will Government publish a list of all Government houses 
and.flats which were the subject of transfers, temporary or 
transit homes, or allocation during the last two years? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is regretted that there is not enough staff 
available to undertake this time-consuming operation when every-
one in the Housing Department is fully occupied revising all 
housing applications prior to implementation of -the revised 
Housing Allocation Scheme. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 64 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, 'will they not consider giving a similar list but for a 
shorter period? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I don't think we can entertain anything which en-. 
tails unnecessary work on an overtaxed Department. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Would he consider the empty houses which are lying there for 
'months on end not an important matter? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

There are no houses lying empty for many months, Mr Speaker. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Well, that doesn't seem to be the opinion .of the general 
public, if I may sayeso. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Then the general public must be misinformed. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, does not the Government consider the subject of 
allocations and transfers that have been approved and so forth 
a matter of considerable public interest to make some effort 
to publish some list to at least tone down or alleviate the 
great public concern there is on housing in Gibraltar? Can 
the Minister not make some effort so that people can see on 
what basis houses are being allocated or transfers approved 
and so forth? 
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1 
HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr'Speaker, I agree there is concern in Gibraltar about housing 
but it is the lack of housing riot a question of providing a 
list. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, considering the paucity of houses, considering there was 
only Rosia Dale built in I don't know how many years I find it 
incredible to believe that there are that many houses for the 
staff to cater with. Sir, is it not a fact that so few houses 
have been allocated that in fact this could be done easily and 
without great effort? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr.  Speaker, during the. past two years there have been allocations 
at Varyl Begg, there have beeh allocations at Rosia Dale, there 
have been a great number of exchanges and transfers. It would 
be an exercise which would considerably tax the staff. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Would the Minister consider a list of•the straight allocations 
in .the last two years? . 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, we have, as a Government, committed ourselves upon 
the termination of the allocation at Varyl Begg to publish 
lists of the allocations as such. That I. commit myself to do 
on completion of the allocations of Varyl Begs Estate. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

I didn't understand that, could you repeat that? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

That the Government has committed itself on the termination of 
Varyl Begg allocations, to publish a list of people who have 
been allocated flats at Varyl Begg, that will be done in due 
course. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

As regards Varyl Begg, therefore, there will be the kind of 
list I require? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

• Yes, Mr Speaker. 
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25 3 80 

NO. '65 OF 1980' ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Will Government publish a list of all unoccupied available 
Government accommodation? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Mr Speaker, a list of unoccupied flats cannot be published as 
these are no longer available having been earmarked for. alloca-
tion by the Housing Allocation Committee to those applicants 
whose applications' pointage value as at 31 December, 1979, 
qualified them for accommodation. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 65 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, there is nothing available or unavailable? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

There is nothing available. 
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25 3 80 

NO. .66 OF 1980' 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Has Government cancelled any of its advertising in the United 
Kingdom and if so for what reasons? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND POSTAL SERVICES  

We have cancelled five advertisements scheduled to appear 
in the last week in March basically for two reasons. Firstly, 
the coupon response campaign which involved sending Gibraltar•  
information and Tour Operators Brochures cost £2728 more than 
estimated, secondly we updated the promotional film during 
the course of the year•. 

• 
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. 25 3 80 

NO. .67 OF  1980 

THE HON A T LODDO 

In view of the success of the Fun Day held last year, would 
Government consider reviving the Gibraltar Fair, if not as a 
Fair, perhaps as. a Festival Week? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND POSTAL SERVICES  

The Fun Day held last year was not organised by Government. 
No funds have been provided for a Fair or a Festival Week 
in the Estimates for 1980/81 but Government will help any 
organised, festival as was done last year. 

• 
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25 3 80 

NO. 68 OF 1980 ORAL 

TIE 'HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Will Government consider improving the amenities at the Air 
Terminal in time for the Tourist Season? • 

ANSWER 

THE HON TBE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND POSTAL SERVICES  

Yes, Sir. The Public Works Department has already commenced 
improvements at the Air Terminal. 
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NO. '69 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J'HAYNES 

Has Government any plans for providing proper facilities for 
Tourists arriving on Cruise Liners at North Mole as must be 
available at Other Ports in the world? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND POSTAL SERVICES 

The Government has no immediate plans to provide facilities 
for cruise passengers at North Mole. However, the future 
development of tourism both internal and transitory and the 
required ancillary services are being reviewed in a Port 
Development Study which is being made in connection with 
the next Development Programme. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 70 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, will Government consider the possibility of holding 
a stock of potable water for the exclusive use.of shipping? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

No, Sir. In operating our waterworks with the present levels 
of supply and production we need to retain as much flexibility 
as possible. It would be impractical to hold stocks of potable 
water exclusively to supply shipping. A contract has recently 
been entered into to increase importation of water, and when 
this is fully operational we do hope to be more able to meet 
demands made by shipping. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 70 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: • 

Sir, is the Government aware that the stoppage of supply of 
water to shipping even for a period of a month or two months 
can have quite serious repercussions on the port of Gibraltar 
and therefore affect the revenues of the colony quite con—
siderably and should not efforts be made to prevent these 
situations arising? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Every effort is made to supply at least some water to shipping 
who come in and ask for it. We cannot obviously always give 
as much as is required. We do appreciate the importance of. 
shipping coming to Gibraltar and that is one of the reasons 
for this new contract for the importation. 
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25 3 80 

• NO. 71  OF  1980' ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, would the Minister for Public Works state how much 
the conversion of Tank Ramp into a road has cost, and when is 
it proposed to allow its use as such? 

ANSWER 

THE  HON TEE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, as part of the scheme for the rehabilitation of property 
at Tank Ramp and to allow access to the site 0DM approved the 
sum of Z40,000 for converting the old steps into a roadway. 
The work to date has been marginally within this figure. 

Until the redevelopment is substantially complete and public 
utility services, water, electricity and telephone ducts are 
laid it is not practical to open the road to the public. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 71 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say how long this work has been 
going on? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

How long has it been going on or how long will it go on for? 

HON A T LODDO: 

That will come afterwards. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

It has been going on since the Tank Ramp steps were made into 
a road. I cannot remember exactly but I should say it must be 
15 to 18 months. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Has the Minister any idea how much long it is going to take? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, I should think somewhere around November, December this 
year. 
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25 3 80 

• NO. 72  OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR .R J PELIZA  

What is the current position with regard to the Air TerminalJ. 
Extension Project? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, construction drawings will be completed within the next 
few weeks. 

The production of Bills of Quantities has been programmed as 
soon as possible thereafter. 

Quotations have'already been sought for 

(a) the supply and erection of structural steelwork, 
roofing and cladding 

(b) supply and installation of baggage handling 
equipment. 

Anticipated commencement of. work on site 1st September 1980 
and 12 month total contract period. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 72 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Wasn't work going to start on this extension in June-of last 
year2 I remember the Minister for Economic Development telling 
Als.  that in one of the budget debates:' 

HON M K. FEATHERSTONE:.  

Yes, Sir, the initial scheme was going to but it had to be 
altered because it entailed the strengthening of the runway, 
it was going to be on the Eastern side of the actual present 
building and that would have entailed a very expensive 
strengthening of runway and now the- alterations will be to 
the North side of the building. 

110



25 3 80 

NO. 73 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Sir, can Government state what its policy for the future is 
to modernisation of old houses and can they state how many 
houses will have been modernised between 1st April, 1979, and 
31st March, 1980, and theextent of slippage, if:any, on the 
programme? 

• 
ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, Government will continue with its policy for the Moder-
nisation of old houses. In the -light of recent experiences 
at Lime Kiln Steps and Tank Ramp, a revised method of approach 
has been devised as regard the pre-inspection and surveying of 
properties together with an improved system for inviting tenders. 

It is proposed shortly to commence the Modernisation of 7 units 
at Castle Ramp, Road to the Lines with a furthefi 28 before the 
end of this development programme, at the same location. Pro-
posed plans are already at various stages of completion for an 
additional 1L0 units during the next development programme. 

Between 1st April, 1979, and 51st March, 1980, 27 units have 
been completed. Since the idea of modernisation was put into 
practice, approval has been granted for 133 units, out of this, 
113 will have been completed by the end of this month. OE the 
remaining 20, work is already in hand on 10 of them, and the 
remaining 10 are either awaiting preparation of tender docu-
ments or decanting. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 73 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Will the Minister not agree that however much modernisation 
might be considered to be a good thing, the effect of moder-
nisation on housing development in Gibraltar has been 
disastrous? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

NO, Sir, I would not agree to that. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, will the Minister not agree that a prime site such as 
Tank Ramp should have been knocked down and a block built 
there instead of the sort of single storey, whatever it is, 
modernisation that is going on there? Could not many more 
people have been accommodated in a block there, for example, 
than the few that will be accommodated as a result of 
modernisation? 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

At much more expenses, I suppose, anything could be done. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

But. will the Minister not agree -̀that the Tank Ramp 'area-  which. 
is just single storey ramshackle huts almost, should have been 
deSignated for redevelopment of modern housing? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think the Tank Ramp redevelopment, Sir, is modernising some 
houses and building some new houses. I do not agree that it 
was a..prime site, it is a very difficult location, very 
difficult for the contractor who_ is working there. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

In view of the fact that the Government has built a road to 
make it easy, does not the Government consider that the 
building of a road to enable the modernisation to take place 
would have made much easier the construction of much needed 
new housing in Gibraltar? 

MR SPEAKER: 

You may answer if you wish but we are departing from the 
question. 

HON A -11 HAYNES: 

Can the Minister explain the' difference in costing between 
modernised flats and units as in Varyl Begg? The implications, 
Sir, as I understood it was that modernisation plans were less 
expensive than blocks. Can he therefore explain this with . 
facts and figures, can he tell us how much it costs to moder-
nise a house as opposed to a unit in a block? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Although I should ask for separate notice, Sir, modernisation 
is costing between £13,000 and £18,000 and new flats are 
costing about £40,000. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 7L4. OF 1980 ORAL • 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Mr Speaker, will Government agree that there should be no 
repetition in the future of new Housing Units being handed 
over without floor tiles unless tenants are compensated in.  
lieu? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

No, Sir. 

In order to reduce building costs, various conditions were 
imposed by ODA one of them being that all floor tiling to 
dwellings should be omitted with the exception of bathrooms 
and kitchens. This condition was justified by the fact that 
ODA representatives in the course of their visit, had observed 
that tenants of new flats were either:- 

a. removing PVC floor tiling and replacing with ceramic 
or other superior quality floor finishes (parquet); 

b. laying lino over new PVC tiles; 

c. laying carpet over new PVC tiles. 

In view of the above it was considered that tenants would be 
provided with a level screeded floor and they should take it 
upon themselves to finish the floors to their own requirements. 

An exception to the above condition was made by Government in 
the case of Bedsitters where the question of hardship was taken 
into account. All bedsitters are being tiled with PVC through-
out. 

To compensate the tenants in lieu, would be to defeat the 
object of the exercise. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 74 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Minister confirm that this in fact is a 
departure of Government policy over at least the last 30 years? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, it is a departure. Government is not forced to continue 
with the same conditions all the time, this was something that 
was suggested, almost, imposed,by ODA and Government accepted 
it. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, since the main reason for the flats being handed 
over without tileS seems to be that the tenants themselves 
have altered the tiles that had already been placed by the 
Government, would it not be a sensible suggestion to compen-
sate the tenants to the extent of the cost of the tiles that 
would have been put there in the first place, helping them 
towards the cost of putting whatever flooring they wish? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

It would be very difficult to work out compensation depending 
on the means of the tenant but to some extent the tenant is 
compensated in the rent that is charged which is probably a 
little lower without tiles than if it had tiles since the 
rent is based to some extent on the actual cost of construc-
tion. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say what sort of differential in 
the. rent he is.talking about? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think I need notice of that question. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 75 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R.  J PELIZA  

Can Government report progress on the Housing Development at St 
Joseph's and the exact position in relation to the phase? 

ANSWER 

THE  HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Mr Speaker, with your permission I propose to answer this ques-
tion and No 76 together if the Hon Member approves. 

Sir, acceptance of both tenders is open to the end of the month 
before which date they will be awarded 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS.758c NO. 76 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask, is the St Jago's area going to be put to 
any other use temporarily? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

You mean the St Jago's old school building? Yes, that is being 
used as a temporary hostel for labour. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is that going to be a temporary hostel for labour for a parti-
cular project? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, the Girls' Comprehensive School. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

But isn't this subject to redevelopment as well? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Not .at the moment. The area that is going to be redeveloped is 
completely separate from the actual school area. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can Government assure the House that the use of the old St 
Jago's School, what is left of it, as temporary accommodation 
will not in any way slow up any other project in the Develop-
ment Programme? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, Sir, it will not slow it up. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 76 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Can Government state whether it has now. accepted a tender for 
the Housing Development at St Jago's and when is work expected 
to commence on this Development? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Answered together with Question No. 75 of 1980. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 77 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Can Government state why work has been stopped on the new road 
being constructed between Willis's Road and Tankerville? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sirs  as I already stated earlier in reply to Question No 71 
no further roadworks can be carried out until the public 
utility services have been laid. It would be unwise to lay 
the final surface before the water services, electricity and 
telephone ducts are in place. Furthermore whilst the re-
development of Tank Ramp is progressing a considerable amount 
of construction traffic is moving on this road with possible 
damage to its wearing surface. The road will not be completed 
until the building works are finished and the already mentioned 
services are finalised. 

117



25380 

NO.  '78 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Sir, can Government explain why the toilets at Little Bay were 
not available to the public at all during the holiday weekend 
recently thus making it extremely inconvenient for the large 
number of people that went there? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, in anticipation of the bathing season the changing rooms 
at Little Bay are undergoing extensive repairs and could not 
be opened on the weekend of 8th to 10th March inclusive. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 78 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

I take it, Sir, that they will be ready shortly? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

`They should be ready for the beginning of the bathing season. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Which is? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

About the middle of May. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask the Minister what is the nature of the extensive 
repairs being done because I was there myself and I saw no 
visible sign of any repairs of any kind going on there? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I understand that the toilets had to be refurbished, new 
tiling, the whole place decorated throughout, that is the 
normal repairs that are done. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 79 OF 1980• ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Will Government state the position with regard to its road re-
surfacing programme and inform the House of what roads have in 
fact'been resurfaced between 1st Apri1,19791 and 29th February, 
1980? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, the asphalt plant at Catalan Bay was extensively damaged 
by .a rock fall on 21 March 1979 and a number "of spare parts 
had to be brought from the manufacturers. 

Repairs were.not completed until the end of.May 1979 thus con-
siderable slippage in the resurfacing programme occurred. 

The main emphasis was on the construction of additional car 
parking areas at Moorish Castle Estate, Waterport, South Flat 
Bastion Road and Catalan Bay where considerable surfacing has 
been carried out. 

Roads resurfaced during the current financial year are two 
sections of Line Wall. Road and Scud Hill. 

.Resurfacing work has also been carried out in school play-
grounds, speed ramps at Glacis, Laguna Estate and Viaduct 
Bridge. 

A large number of service trenches have also been surfaced 
with asphalt. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 79 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Is the Minister aware that one of the reasons why Gibraltar 
looks so dirty is perhaps because of the state of our roads 
and couldn't a bigger effort be made to do this resurfacing? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: " 

I think one of the reasons that Gibraltar looks so dirty is 
that the general public throw litter all over the place. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Isn'.t it a fact that it looks grubby when you are walking along 
the roads in Gibraltar, precisely because of. the state of the 
roads themselves? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, I don't necessarily agree with that, Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO. 80 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE  HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

When does Government propose to commence cleaning the beaches 
as well as preparing other facilities for the Summer months? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

The beaches are already being cleaned and the work of doing-
up the changing rooms on some of the beaches, as well as at 
Montagu, has also commenced.- 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 80 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Will they be ready for the Easter Season? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

We will do our best to haye some of them available for Easter 
but of course this depends on the easterly wind as it brings 
up a lot of rubbish on to the beadhes if we have a storm and 
then of course it makes it very difficult to get it clean in 
time. We will do our best if we have a fine Easter to have 
as many facilities available as possible. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I think the Minister referred to the actual changing rooms and 
so on and I can't see how that is affected. With regard to 
changing rooms and other:conveniences as my Hon. Friend pointed 
out 'before, wouldnt it be better a start on the redecorating 
and cleaning up generally could be made earlier? 

►HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

We could always take this into account in future years. I don't 
think this year it is specifically aimed at Easter, I think the 
aim is to have it ready for the beginning of the bathing season 
which is the 15th of May. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Couldn't we have the bathing season brought forward slightly. 
It would appear that people are already using the beaches and 
that it is one of the biggest attractions to tourists, couldn't 
the Minister reconsider that? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

We always try to help on a fine weekend in winter but you cannot 
guarantee the weather even at the 15th of May. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Will Government make the effort to have at least toilet facilities 
available to the public at the beaches during Easter especially if 
the weather is fine so that people who go to the beaches in large 
numbers un holiday weekends at least have that facility even if 
they have to put up with dirty beaches and so forth? 

HON M. K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, we will do our best. 

HON A J BAYNES: 

How does Government propose to clean the beaches? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Well, a man goes round with a little brush and a little stick and 
picks up all the little pieces. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, I ask this question because one often finds that the beaches 
are dirty even after they have been cleaned. What methOds are 
used and are these methods effective? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The normal cleaning of the beaches is to remove as much debris , 
that is lying around especially what has been brought in by the 
sea itself and to generally get the area looking neat and tidy. 
One of the things along Eastern Beach is that the wall is usually 
painted, I would not agree that after the beaches have been cleaned 
they still look dirty. I think beaches in Gibraltar tend to have a 
rather dirty looking atmosphere because if you inspect the sand 
carefully there are a lot of little black stones amongst the sand 
which gives it a rather dirty colour, it is not the silver sand of 
perhaps Benidorm etc, but I would not accept that the beaches are 
dirty. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

There are also cigarette ends in the sand. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, we are not going into the details of how to clean beaches. 
Next question. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 81 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

When does-Government propose to commence works at the north end 
of Camp Bay to make it safe for. the public as well as clean? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

A very small area of the promenade at the extreme north end of 
Camp Bay has been fenced off from the public for several years 
due to the danger of rock falls in this area. 

The face of the rock above this isolated area is badly cracked 
and it would be Unwise to allow public access for safety r6asons.. 

It would be extremely difficult and expensive to make this area 
100% safe since there could be no guarantee that further rock-
falls would not occur. . 

The area is kept as clean as practicable. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 81 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Wasn't work started last August on that north face? 

HON M.K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, Sir. 
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NO. 82 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Is Government satisfied that all specifications with particular 
regard to the supply of materials have been strictly adhered to 
by the Contractors in the Development Programme? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE  MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, as far as Government is aware all specifications with 
particular regard to materials are being strictly adhered to 
by Contractors in the Development Programme Projects. 

The PWD has a laboratory where certain materials are tested 
regularly and vigorously in order to ensure that they conform 
to specification. There has been two cases recently where 
Government has rejected basic building materials such as bricks 
and cement. 

There is a standard clause built into the tender and contract 
documents which allows alternative materials (equal and 
approved) to be used in lieu of the specified product. When 
such cases arise the materials and specifications are examined 
by the professional staff before substitution is approved. 
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NO. 83 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Will Government state what is the estimated schedule for the 
completion of the new PWD Garage and the demolition of the 
existing one? • 

ANSWER 

.THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

It-is anticipated, Sir, that the project should be substantially 
compldte by June 1980 when the transfer from the existing Garage 
can commence. 

The demolition of the existing Garage is planned for September 
1980 as part of the Girls' Comprehensive School project. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 83 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

The Government is absoltely sure now that there will be no 
change of venue? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, Sir. 
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NO. 84 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Will Government state what is.the current position with regard 
to the filling in between Nos. 2 and 3 Jetties? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the project has run-approximately 30% of its contract 
period and it is estimated that it is 30% complete. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 84 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Can the Minister give an indication of when it might be 
completed? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Late December 1980, Sir. 
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25 3 80 

NO. '85 OF 1980 ORAL 

HON MAJOR R J PEL•IZA  

Can Government state for how long work has been going on in 
tiling the pavement at the North East end of Rosia Road, what 
is the square area completed so far, and at what cost? • 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, I would refer the Hon Member to my reply to his question 
No. 206 of 1979. Works had stopped at that time and it was 
stated that, if possible, further works would be carried out 
so that pedestrians could cross the road away from the bend 
in the road.. 

These additional works started on 18 February and finished on 
14 March 1980 and a further 100 sq yds, 400 18" x 18" tiles 
were laid. The toal area of paving is therefore 175 sq yds. 
As stated in my earlier reply these works were charged to the 
General Road Maintenance Vote and an exact breakdown of cost 
is not pospib1e but the cost of the latter work would be in 
the regioh of £1400. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.. 85 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Isn't this the sort of kind- of work that could be given out to 
piece work perhaps and reduce the cost? 

ILON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, the cost of laying 175 sq yds is approximately £2400 hence 
the cost per sq yd for labour and material is of the order of 
814 per sq yd. Indications are that the current prices for 
this work if carried out by a private contractor would be of 
the order of £18 per sq yd. If this is done on piece work, 
Sir, I don't think there would be very much saving. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Can the Hon Minister explain again the figures, how many tiles 
are laid per day? 

MR SPEAKER: 

I do not think Ministers are expected to have those details at 
hand. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

If he would give me the factsI would work it out. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I will send yo*u a letter, Sir. 
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HON A J BAYNES: 

Sir,,I ask this because I feel that the number of tiles laid 
per day is remarkably few and considering the number of men 
working there it is preposterous that that should be the 
result. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I" think i;here is only one man working there. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

I have seen personally more than'one man working there. 

HON MAJOR R J. PELIZA: 

Take my word that I have seen more than one and two and even 
four. 

ti 
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25 3.80 

NO. .86 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT. 

In view of the process that the Tower Blocks will be sub-
mitted to in the final treatment what has been the cost of 
the temporary treatment of flint-coating that has been 
applied? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the cost of the weather proofing treatment and redecora-
tion of the Tower Blocks will be £106,879. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 86 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Is this work now complete? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Not quite, there is a fraction more to do. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Can the Minister state what was the original cost at tendering' 
time if the projected final cost is £106,879? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE : 

I think that was the tender price, Sir. 

128



25 3 80 

NO. 87 OF 1980' ORAL 

JEFIE - HON W T SCOTT  

When is the final treatment to the Tawer Blocks to be applied 
and what is the likely cost of such treatment? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTT02 FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

It is not yet known when the eventual treatment will be carried 
out. The Building Research Establishment is assisting in this 
matter and recommendations as to suitable treatments are being 
awaited. Until more specific information is at hand it will 
not be possible to assess an order of cost. , 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 87 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Does the Government have any idea when it will be in a position 
to examine the recommendations or when the reaomffiendations will 
be submitted? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I understand there are three specialist firms in this. One of 
the firms is sending' somebody out in the next two weeks to have 
a look at it and the other two firms will probably come within 
the next two months. After that we will assess the castings 
that they give us. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Does Government have absolutely no idea at the moment what the 
final cost.of the treatment would be? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I have already said that, Sir. 
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NO. 88 OF.  1.980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government consider declaring the roads at Varyl Begg 
Estate as. public highway so as to be able to make those roads 
subject to thesame laws as those affecting other roads in 
Gibraltar2 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE' MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Yes, Sir. 
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25 380 

NO. 89 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government ascertain and report what has been the total 
revenue from the sale of sand since the commissioning of the 
project on the East side and what have been the costs in wages/ 
salaries etc since that date? 

' ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, the.Gibraltar Quarry Company Ltd operates as a private 
company and the data which has been requested is not available 
to Government. 

• SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.  89 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, isn't that a rather strange position• coming from 
the Chairman of the. Company? 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think I have ruled on this one once before. The Minister is 
answerable for his Ministerial responsibilities and not as 
Chairman of any particular firm. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I am questioning, Mr Speaker, the answer.- The Minister was 
asked whether he would 'ascertain anr. report'. His answer 
has been that the information is not available to the Govern-
ment and my supplementary is, how can that be if he is the 
Chairman' of that Company? 

MR. SPEAKER: 

The answer to that one must be, and I think I must rule on 
this one, that he is not entitled to part with information 
which he has exclusively as Chairman of the Company and not 
as part of his Ministerial responsibility. 

HON P J ISOLA:. 

Can I ask the Minister, .is the position then that the Gibraltar 
Quarry Company is unwilling to give that information to the 
Government unlike, for example, the Gibraltar Broadcasting Cor-
poration which is another independent body but always seems to 
be willing to give its information so that the Chief Minister 
can answer questions on its behalf in this House? Is the 
position that the Gibraltar Quarry COmpany refuSes to give 
that information to the Government? 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think, Sir, I have said that the attitude is that this should 
be treated as a nationalised company and that the accounts will 
be laid on the table every year as such. I believe the accounts 
for the first six months are at the moment in the course of pre-
paration and it is quite possible that an exception can be made 
and the first six months accounts can be laid on the table for 
information of Members. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister if he does not consider the 
position of this so-called nationalised industry in Gibraltar to 
be rather different to the big nationalised industries in England 
where the Chairman, for example, is not a Minister in the Govern-
ment? Is it such a difficult process for the Minister to ask the 
Gibraltar Quarry Company; "Can you please give us these figures, 
I have been asked about this in the House." Is it so difficult 
to do that and for the Quarry Company to cooperate? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Perhaps. the Leader of the Opposition might wish to ask whether 
such information has been requested from the Company. 

it, 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Has the Minister, in fact, asked the Quarry Company.to give this 
information so that he can reply to the question? 

HON M K IihATHERSTIONE: 

Sir, it is a question of principle. If. the Quarry Company 
operates ac a private company it has the same rights as any 
other private company. I don't think the Government will be• 
entitled to go to any private company in Gibraltar and say: 
"Let us have your figures for the last.six months or last year."-
It is a question of principle, Sir. 

HON P J-ISOLA: 

Is the Minister saying that this company which is chaired by 
himself, a Minister of the Government and the other directors 
are three Government employees, should be treated exactly the 
same as any other private company? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir. 

4 
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NO. '90 OF 1980.  

25 3 80 

ORAL 

'THE HON W T SCOTT 

What further progress has been made on the Lime Kiln Steps 
Development particularly with Phase 2 of the project? 

ANCWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the further progress made on the two phases is as 
follows:- 

We'call them Phase 1 and Phase 1A, Sir. 

Phase 1  

13 of the units are almost complete but the occupation of these 
dwellingsis dependent upon the installation of the new sewer 
together with the replacement of water mains, electric and tele-
phone mains and the formation of a new entrance - to the site from 
Lopez Ramp. Due to the delays encountered by the Contractor in 
obtaining some materials and specialized plant it is unlikely 
that work on the new services and entrance will commence until 
mid-May 1980. Occupation of the new untis will therefore not 
be possible until mid-August 1980 at the earliest. 

Phase lA 

The Contract officially commenced on 1 February 1980 and the 
demolition works are well in' hand. It has. been necessary to 
redesign completely two of the five blocks, embodied under this 
'Phase, as new buildings owing to their structural instability. 
This has delayed this project somewhat. Problems encountered in 
obtaining specialized plant/materials etc by the Contractor as 
mentioned before have also contributed to these delays and it 
is now anticipated that this Phase will not be compldted until 
July 1982. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.  90 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Can the Minister state if there are any people still living in 
the areas of development in Lime Kiln Steps? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Not in the area that is being redeveloped, Sir. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Minister not agree that in the light of 
the difficulties being experienced it might be prudent at some 
stage to question the continued, wisdom of pressing on with 
modernisation rather than with pulling down all buildings and 
replacing them with new construction? 

• 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The whole position, Sir, depends on once one gets the property 
free of tenants and one can start investigating, if the main 
structural walls are good then obviously modernisation is a 
good scheme, if the main sturctural walls are unstable then it 
is obviously better to knock tna whole thing down and start 
again from scratch,  but you cannot say before you actually in-
vestigate once the tenants are out and you can rip off floor 
boards etc, what is going to be, the position. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Would the Minister not agree, Mr Speaker, that in the light of 
the experience that has been had .to date for the modernisation 
programme, it might be prudent to take a second look at it? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

We found with Phase 1, Sir, that the walls were in good condi-
tion and we have been able to do quite a good job there. „It is 
Phase lA which is a different area although in the same general 
area where we have found that the walls have been unstable. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 91 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT • 

Will Government state what progress has been made on the. deep 
drilling for water? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, a total of eight boreholds (seven straight down and one at. 
an incline) have now been drilled. Preparations are being. made 
to drill two further inclined boreholes - which after test 
pumping should give the necessary parameters required to assess 
whether water of good quality can be economically abstracted. 
Work and expenditure are-as programmed. 

Results are still being assessed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 91 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Has there been any particular success at Hay's Level? 

HON M K.FEATHERSTONE: 

The greatest success has been at the inclined hole at Orion 
where a total of 150. metres has been done and we were getting 
yield not of the best quality water but of water which possibly 
could be used for blendihg at a rate of about 30 gallons a 
minute. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 92 OF 1980 7 ORAL 

THE-HON  G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, will Government give the figures and cost for water 
production from available sources for the months of October, 
1979, to February, 1980, and state what the stocks were on the 
29th February? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Figures•of water production from available sources for months 
of October, 1979, to February, 1980, are as follows:- 

MONTH 
Rain- 
fall 

3 M3  

Wells 
NF 

Distiller 

m 3 3 

VTE 
Distiller 

Importa- 
tion 

. M3  

Total 
Produc-
tion 

m 

Oct 1979 17433 11231 463 22252 15375 66754 

Nov 1979 738 11624 . 17937 19021  11513 60833 

Dec 1979 1848 12801 - 1493o Nil 13539 43118 

Jan 1980 10953 13693 11829 • Nil 9052 45527 

Feb 1980 11278 14243 Nil Nil 13454 38975 

The stock on 29 2 80 stood at 39593 M3  (8.71 Million Gallons). 

Total production costs are normally worked out over one financial 
year when capital charges and other overheads can be correctly 
apportioned and an accurate cost per M3  obtained. The estimated 
operational costs for 1979/80 were given in answer to question 
No. 142 of 31 10 79. 

At present the estimated operating costs for 1980/81 are as 
follows:- 

Rainfall £0.33 

Wells g0.45 

Importation £1.84 

NF Distiller g2643,‘  

VTE. Distiller £2.20 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO.  92  OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker; would the Minister say why the VTE Distiller pro—
duced no water for 3 months between December and February? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Because it is on its annual overhaul which takes approximately 
3 to 4 months. It should come back in April. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Since it has produced nothing since December to February, that 
is 3 months, how. is it that it will only be coming back into 
force in April? 

HON M K- FEATHERSTONE: 

March is the fourth month. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I am.  glad to see that the cost of water of the 
Distiller has gone down by 57p. What is the cause for that? 

HON M K iihATHERSTONE: 

Because the engineers concerned did a considerable amount of 
experimenting and managed to.improve the yield from around 
45% to 70%. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I certainly congratulate him on that, Mr Speaker. Can the 
Minister say how the increases in the rainfall, wells and the 
NF Distiller, how they are computed, is this salaries? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

It is mainly as far as the rainfall, wells and importation, 
the increase in salaries, as far as the Distillers it is 
salaries and cost of fuel. 

r 
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25 3 80 

NO. 93 OF 1980 ORAL 

'THE HON A T  LODDO  

Mr Speaker, can Government say when the refurbishing of the 
public conveniences at Market Place will be finally completed, 
and how much will be the eventual cost as opposed to the 
estimated cost? ' 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, work was scheduled for completion on 21 March 1980 and I 
believe it was done. 

The estimated cost of providing two additional shower cubicles 
and internal redecoration was £2000. 

Actual cost was £1995. 

However additional work to that previously included in the 
estimate has been carried out. A third shower cubicle has 
been provided, the entire electrical installation has been 
renewed, the floor of the'men's conveniences has been re-
tiled, the Spanish tile roof has undergone extensive repairs. 
The cost of this additional work is in the order of £1300 and 
has been charged to Head 20 Item 16 (Toilet and Public baths). 
This additional work would have had to be done dn any event. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. .93 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, in fact, the works were only completed yesterday 
and ,the showers in those conveniences are not provided with • 
curtains and when anybody showers the water gushes out under 
the door, is that what the Minister understands by completed? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I will look into the question of curtains, I am very grateful 
for the three-day slippage that you inform me of. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, I had been given to understand that this job was 
supposed to.take six weeks and it was started in October. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I have been given to understand that it was scheduledifor 
completion on the 21st March, Sir. 
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NO. 94 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON  A J HAYNES 

Sir, will Government consider the creation of an attendance-centre 
for juvenile offenders? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE  MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND. 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, the Attendance Centre Rules made in 1961 under the Criminal 
Justice Administration Ordinance already provide for the establish-
ment of an Attendance Centre. The Fire Station at Grand Parade is 
the appointed place for the reception of persons of not less than 
12 years of age iota under 21, and the Chief Fire Officer is the 
officer in charge of the Centre. 

In 1975 the Criminal Justice Administration Ordinance, was amended 
to enable the officer in charge, in appropriate cases, to require 
the offender to carry out supervised activities at some place other 
than the Attendance Centre. In this connection the Youth and Career 
Service has in the.past been designated for this purpose. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS 94 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, would the Minister not consider the creation of the use of a 
building exclusively as an Attendance Centre as desirable? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Not having regard to the incidence of orders, I might inform the • 
Hon Member that no Attendance Centre orders have been made during 
the last two years. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, perhaps this is connected with the fact there is no recognised 
or established Attendance Centre. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

There is a recognised Centre as I have said, Mr Speaker, it is the 
Fire Station and that is the Centre designated by the Courti. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, would the Minister not agree then that it is desirable to have 
a proper Attendance Centre, a building exclusively for the use as 
an Attendance Centre especially in the light of growing juvenile 
delinquency throughout the world? 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

But fOrtunately, Mr Speaker, not in Gibraltar to the same extent 
as in the rest of the world. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Would 'he consider' it desirable, Sir? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

A lot of things are desirable, Mr Speaker, but they are not 
essential. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 95 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Will Government consider amending legislation to provide for 
higher benefits for persons in receipt of Disability Pensions 
which have not been increased for very many years? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TRADE AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, I presume that the question refers to Disablement Pensions 
payable under the Employment Injuries Insurance Ordinance, and 
in that case, Sir, I should point out that the rates of benefits 
under this Ordinance are increased periodically, in the same way 
as Social Insurance benefits. However, the rate of disablement 
or industrial death pension applicable in any particular case is 
not increased after it has been awarded. At the time the award 
is made, if the degree of disablement is assessed at 35% or more, 
and it is considered by the Medical Board that it will last for 
not less than 7 years, the beneficiayy may elect to receive a 
gratuity instead.of a pension. 

To increase the pension subsequently would bring the complication 
that it would be unfair on the person who had opted for the 
gratuity. 

The matter raised by the Hon. Questioner will be looked into. It 
could mean that the option to receive a gratuity would have to 
be abolished. I would invite the Hon Questioner to give further 
thought to the matter in the light of my reply and let me know 
what further views he may have. 
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?5 3 80 

NO.  95 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Will Government provide for an increase in Family Allowance in 
July this year?. . 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

I think, Mr speaker, that the Honourable Mr Bossano has been 
asking this question at least since 1973 at the pre-budget 
session and always getting the same answer. 

This matter will'be considered by Government in the context 
of its deliberations on whatever budget proposals it will be 
presenting to this Ho'Use later in these proceedings. 

I cannot therefore give a reply at this stage. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 96 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Would the Government, agree, however, that they should not be 
inhibited from increasing the Family Allowances in Gibraltar 
by the reactionary policies of the Conservative Government in 
the United Kingdom? 
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25 3 80 

, NO. OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

How often does the Manpower Planning Committee meet and what 
significant alterations has it made over the last three years 
in the proposed figures and more particularly what is the 
projected list of figures under the distinct trade classifica-
tion for the next year? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TRADE AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

The Manpower Planning Committee established under the Control 
of Employment Ordinance meets at least quarterly, to examine 
and keep under review the employment situation in Gibraltar 
and to make recommendations as to the maximum number of permits 
which should be issued in respect of particular.industries for 
the ensuing 3 months. 

During the past 3 years the total permissible quota for employ-
ment permits, in.respeet of persons who are subject to the 
Ordinance, has been increased by 305, from 3385 to 3690. During 
this period the actual number of permits in issue has increased 
by 211. The most significant change has taken place in the 
building industry, where there has been an increase of about 210 
employment permits and for which Lhere is still provision in the 
quota for about a further 100. 

The present approved quota for the period ending 30 April, 1980, 
is due to be reviewed again when the Manpower Planning Committee 
meets in 2 week's time. 
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25 380 

NO. 98 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Will Government amend the appropriate legislation so that old 
age pensioners living on their own may have their Television 
Licences at reduced fees as well as their Telephone Rentals, 
Electricity and Water charges? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND:SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, in the first place, in order to answer this question, I 
would need to know what the Hon Questioner regards as an Old 
Age Pensioner. Is it any-person over pensionable age or only 
a person receiving an Old Age Pension under the Social Insur-
ance Ordinance? And whatever the answer to this may be, is it 
suggested that the reduced charges for television licences, 
telephones, electricity and water should apply irrespective of 
means? 

In so far as needy elderly personsliving on their own and 
receiving Supplementary Benefits are concerned, their rates 
of benefit include an element to cover electricity and water 
costs. In addition they receive a telephone allowance which 
is increased periodically to take account of increases in 
telephone rentals. At present the allowance is equivalent 
to half of the actual rental. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO  QUESTION NO. 98 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Does not the Government think it a more equitable manner of 
subsidising them by having a reduced fee payable rather than 
to have them being subject to financial supplementary benefits? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Subsiding who, Mr Speaker, the old age pensioners or the people 
on supplementary benefits? 

HON W T SCOTT: 

The people under the subject matter of the question. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think the Minister has quite rightly. stated that you must 
clarify who you mean. You are being asked to qualify and to 
explain what you mean by the term old age pensioner. 
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HONW.T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, I was talking about old age pensioners generally. 
Any person who is in receipt of an old age pensicn. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Have you any answer to give? 

HON A. J CANEPA: 

• No; Mr Speaker, I stick to the answer I have given. 
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25.3 80 

NO. 99 OF 1980' ORAL 

'THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government make available the statistics it has in its 
possession with respect to pensioners in the distinct categories 
and also those persons of pensionable age who are either in re-
ceipt of a part pension or no pension at all and will Government 
also make available those figures which it has estimates as being 
an approximate number of elderly people not registered with it, 
that might he entitled to a pension should the Social Insurance 
Ordinance be such as to make the awarding of pensions (SIP) 
universal to Gibraltarians? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. TRADE AND 

- LABOUR AND'SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, the approximate numbers of persons receiving statutory 
pensions from the Department of Labour and Social Security 
are as follows: 

Contributory Old Age.Pension : 2,200 

Non-Contributory Elderly Persons Pension : 930 

Transitional Retirement Pension • 70 

There are also about 200 persons of pensionable age receiving 
Supplementary Benefits, of whom a very small handful are 
entitled to one of the above pensions but at a rate less than 
their Supplementary Benefit entitlement. 

Of the 2,200 in receipt of Old Age Pension about 600 are 
receiving reduced pensions at various rates, depending on 
the deficiency in their records of contributions, I am afraid 
.that I cannot estimate with any degree of accuracy how many 
persons of pensionable age there may be without any pension 
of any kind, but their number is not likely to be significant. 

I find the last part of the question impossible to answer 
because of the way it is put and I should point out that 
elderly persons are not required to register with the 
Department. For example - in the first place, the Hon 
Member mentions Gibraltarians only. There are many other 
persons in Gibraltar who are not Gibraltarians. Even if 
we consider Gibraltarians only, is it suggested that they 
should receive a full Old Age Pension irrespective of 
whether or not they have been residing and/or working in 
Gibraltar for all or part of their working lives? 

I have said on many occasions - both in this House and out-
side - that this is an extremely complex matter which, apart 
from its financial aspects, goes to the very roots of any 
social insurance scheme. 
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25 3 80 

NOe 100 OF 1980' ORAL 

`THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government give a breakdown of the unemployment figures 
in the different categories as at 29th February, 1980? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE  MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ;  TRADE AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

The figures at the end of February 1980 were. as follows:- 

BRITISH 

SUB-TOTAL TOTAL 

Adults : Males 56 

Females 36 

Juveniles : Males 5 
Females 20 25 117 

.ALIENS 

Males 38 

Females • 6 44 44 
. 161 

S.2teranina 

Eight girls and two boys school leavers included. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 10:1 OF 1980 ORAL 

`THE HON W T SCOTT  

Is Government satisfied that the Construction Industry Training 
Centre is - being fully utilised by both official employers and 
the private sector? 

ANSWER - 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND  

LABOUR  AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, Government is fully satisfied with the use which is being 
made of the Construction Industry Training Centre. The other 
Official Employer which makes use of the Centre is the Property 
Services Agency and which shares the Centre's running costs in 
proportion to the use made of it - which at present is about 
30%. This lower proportion is due to the - running down of the 
PSA's directly employed labour force,.which has led to their 
sending fewer apprentices and trainees to the Centre. 

The private sector of the Construction Industry, unfortunately, 
does not make much use of the training facilities at the Centre, 
in spite of an Offer made a few years ago, and which is always 
open. No charge is made for the occasional apprentice or 
trainee which the private sector sends to the Centre, the cost 
of whose training is borne by/The Government of Gibraltar. 

In addition to training construction trade apprentices and 
labourers to craft standard for the PWD and PSA, the Centre's 
facilities are also usedin other respects, such as for trade-
testing craftsmen, arranging for group visits by school 
children to the working environment during their last two 
years at schools  running short courses for supervisors and on 
specific subjects such as scaffolding, safety at work, etc. 
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25 380 

NO. .102 OF 1980. ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Government state what are its lastest propOsals for 
development at Catalan Bay? 

ANSWER.  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, Government now proposes to erect 12 dwellings at Catalan 
Bay at the northern end of the Village. Work would start • 
during the 1980/8.1 financial year. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 102 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I am pleased to hear that Government has decided 
to double the construction there in this Developpent Prog-. 
ramme. May I ask why it is that the full amount of sixteen 
dwellings cannot be done during this year? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, I don't think the44-overnment has decided to double. 
the number of flats, I think Mr Serfaty gave the figure of ten 
flats as the total required at Catalan Bay in December, 1979, 
and he said that the Government would endeavour to provide 
this. Thise was in answer to question No.. 219. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, if the present Minister for Economic Development 
looks carefully at that reply of his predecessor he will see 
that what was said was: "These considerations have dictated 
the Government's proposals for the, construction of six 
dwellings at Catalan Bay under the current Development Pro-
gramme." I think I was quite correct in saying that I was 
glad that Government had doubled that. Why is it not 
possible to do the sixteen? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Because the plans have been designed for. twelve. You could 
build thirty,' no doubt, if you were to build eight, nine or 
ten storeys, but this is a reasonable number of flats that 
can be provided on that site as cleared at the moment. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, how many floors will this development have? 

HON A J GANEPA: 

Four floors. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Would it not be possible, Mr Speaker, to have built a block high 
enough so that there would be an entrance from the top end of 
Sir Herbert Miles Road as well as from Catalan Day Village? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

It may well be the case, Mr Speaker, it might be possible given 
the necessary labour, givaathe necessary funds, no doubt, but 
there are priorities and there.are constraints. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Would it not be desirable, Mr Speaker, in order to try and solve 
once and for all the whole rehousing problems in that area? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

No, Sir, the housing problem at Catalan Bay cannot be solved at 
the expense of the rest of the community, it must keep reasonable 
pace with new housing in the rest of town. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I agree with that, Mr Speaker, but on the other hand there is 
not a large mount of space available in Catalan Bay so once, I • 
would have thought, space was4available it should be used to its 
optimum use. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I think that this is making reasonable use of the space available 
*there as a first phase. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, would not the estimated cost of the Catalan Bay 
housing as set down in. the approved estimates of 1979/80 of 
£120,000 indicate that the project was only for six houses 
originally as agreed and approved by Government? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I don't know, Mr Speaker, whether that was for the whole of the 
project or whether there was a balance to carry forward. If it 
was for the whole of the project that would indicate, I imagine, 
about 6 units. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 103 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, does Government have any intentions to develop 
Jumper's Bastion or put it to salutory use? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

Sir, there are no plans at present for developing either North 
or South Jumpers. In the case of South Jumpers, the accommo-
dation, which is beloW ground, is excessively damp and cannot 
be used because of its extremely- dilapidated condition. The 
cost of rehabilitating these casemates would be high and un-
economic. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 103  OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

May I ask, Mr Speaker, what those costs would be? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I do not haVe the information:Mir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

In that case, Mr Speaker, if.he doesn't have the information 
how can he say the cost is too high? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

That is the technical advice which is given, Mr Speaker. 
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NO. 104 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, can Government give an assurance that land made 
available for development as garages for buses and lorries in 
the industrial area will not be used for any other purpose? 

ANSWER 

THE HON  THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

Sir, I can confirm that as a matter of general principle 
Government gives the most careful scrutiny to any change-of-
use application. This applies a fortiori to applications 
affecting land allocated for specific purposes. 
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NO...  105  OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, will Government make an open area available for the 
parking of lorries and trailers and prohibit the indiscriminate 
parking of these as now occurs which contribp_tes so much to the 
untidy appearance of Gibraltar? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPPRNT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

The short answer to the first part of the question is that there 
is no longer any open area that could be considered for this pur-
pose. Land has always been in short supply in Gibraltar and 
available resources have been absorbed by succeeding Development 
Programmes. 

The "sixty foot strip" next to the Incinerator at Devil's Tower 
Road has been earmarked as a small lorry park. • 

Control of parking, of course, is a Police matter.and the Police 
Force is empowered to take action in appropriate cases. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO WESTION NO.  105 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, it appears that now lorries and trailers are parked 
indiscriminately along Winston Churchill Avenue between the 
pedestrian crossing and the Cross of Sacrifice and is that not 
a hazard fc)r other traffic and for the people in the area? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I would agree with the Hon Member that this is a hazard, Mr 
Speaker, I think it is a matter for the Police or perhaps my 
colleague the Minister with the responsibility for traffic 
could bring this to the attention of the Police. 
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25 3 80 

NO. -106 OF 1980 ORAL 

,TEE HON  G T RESTANO  

Mr Speaker, is it still Government's intention to have a multi- 
storey car park built at the married quarters site at Casemates 
if and when the :property is taken over by the Gibraltar. Government? 

AN • 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, there has been. no change in Government's thinking on the 
future of the Casemates Married Quarters site. The intention 
is still to make the site available when it can be'released 
for redevelopment as a . multi-storey car park with an element 
of commercial and business usage. to ensure that the project 
is economically viable. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 106  OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Would the Minister not agree that to have a multi-storey car 
park right at the beginning of Main Street would not be a very 
desirable thing? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I think, Mr Speaker, that that is an ideal site, it is a site 
Which is earmarked for that purpose in the city plan and no 
objections that I can recall were raised.. I would imagine that 
having regard to the site in question it is'ideal. You do want 
a car park of this nature, a multi-6torey car park s  I would say, 
on what I would call the periphery of the town centre. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I agree that the approximate area is an ideal place 
to have a multi-storey car park but multi-storey car parks are 
rather ugly buildings and I would have thought perhaps an area 
in, for example, oppodite Ocean Heights which is as close to 
the centre as necessary and with easy access, would have been 
preferable rather than cluttering up the. beginning of Main 
Street with an ugly building. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I don't think, Mr Speaker, it need necessarily be ugly. I 
think the fa9ade on the Main. Street side would have shops and 
perhaps offices and entrance to the car park would be at Line 
Wall. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Would the Minister have a look at the project? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

If, hopefully, th•e project does get off the ground I am sure 
that the Chief Planning Officer will advise the Development 
and Planning Commission very carefully in order to ensure that 
the building is as attractive as it can reasonably be made. 

0•  
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25 3 80 

NO. 107 0E-1980 ORAL 

THE HON w 1  SCOTT  

Is the planned handover of the Dockyard and Technical College 
proceeding to the original schedule?.  

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education) 

Yes, Sir. The transfer of management is still scheduled to 
take place in September 1981 and discussions on this are 
continuing with the UK Government. 
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NO. 108 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Does Government have any intention of taking over the land and 
buildings known as the Fleet Pavilion and if so to what use will 
it be.put and will Government further state whether it has 
applied for the release of any other property or site adjacent 
or near to the Fleet Pavilion? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, Government has no contingency plans for taking over the 
Fleet Pavilion since no indication has ever been given that it 
would be released by the Ministry of Defence as surplus to re-
quirement. 

The possibility of converting No 2 Naval Ground Into a car park 
has been raised with MOD's representatives in the Development 
and Planning Commission. The impression gathered is that there 
would be no MOD objection to such a proposal if the playing 
facilities available at this ground, or indeed at both playing 
fields, were reprovided. Thi6,,could be done by suitable re-
clamation or by providing a playing deck above the car park. 
Either solution would be bound to involve substantial expendi-
ture. 
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25 3 80 

:NO. 109 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Will Government state what is the current position with regard.  
to the future of USOC? 

ANSWER . 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, it is understood that the Ministry of Defence is still 
considering the use to which the former USOC Club House will 
be put. May I add that the sporting facilities continue to 
be available. 
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25 3 80 

NO.  110 OF 1980 ORAL 

• THE HON W T SCOTT  

Sir, will Government consider utilising the area known as the 
"Jungle" to create more parking spaces thereby alleviating the 
parking problem in. general for the residents of Moorish Castle 
and also clear part of the area and make it usable for children 
as a playground? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, some 20 extra parking spaces have been provided at Moorish 
Castle during the current financial year and the marking of 
parking bays has been effected. This has greatly improved the 
situation. 

Approaches are currently being made to MOD for the release of 
further land in that area for use as car parks and plans are 
ready to effect this work if the land is .released. 

Access to the "Jungle" area is through Castle Communication, 
which is extremely narrow. In order to allow traffic to use 
this access freely a.considerable amount of rock blasting to 
widen the road would be necessary. Any car parking scheme 
at this site would therefore be very expensive, and is con-
sidered impractical. 

Government has considered the possibility of converting the 
area for leisure purposes and a playground could be included, 
but costs so to do are very high and the scheme has been 
allotted a low priority. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 110 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

With reference to that part of the question dealing with the 
children's playground, has Government solicited the help or 
the advice of certain Youth Clubs in Gibraltar? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Not at this stage, Sir, we would do if we actually intended to 
go ahead to build a playground up that area. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, with reference to the part of the question about 
alleviating the parking problem, is Government satisfied that 
all the garages allocated in the Estate are, in fact, being 
used as garages and not for some other purpose? 
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HON M K YEATHERSTONE: 

From my rather scanty local knowledge of the area, I think there 
is at least one garage which is not being used as a garage,I 
believe it is used as a shop and I think they have a trade 
licence to do so but I. am not very acquainted with that situa-
tion at all..  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Minister look into this and, perhaps, let 
me know? Does he think it debirable that garages should be used 
for any purpose other than a garage? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I am willing to look into it, Sir, but I believe that there is 
some demand for the need which this shop serves which is fruit 
and vegetables in that area. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 111 OF 1980: ORAL 

'THE HON W T SCOTT  

Has Government ascertained what were the causes of the oilinfil-
tration in the Harbour recently, what measures it took to dis-
perse this oil and what further measures it envisages taking to 
obviate similar conditions arising again? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT t_ TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to reply to questions No 111 and 
No 112 together. 

The causes of the oil pollution are unknown; no oil slicks were 
reported entering the Harbour and no pollution of Port waters 
exists, other than in the vicinity of the Camber and the Calpe 
Rowing Club. 

The Camber is only slightly polluted whereas the sea at the 
Calpe Rowing Club has a thick film of oil, specially in the 
slipway area. When this was notified to the Port Department, 
the City Fire Brigade were immediately informed and both areas 
were treated with dispersants. Since the first report, the 
situation has not worsened. 

There has been no spillage in the Harbour and it is presumed 
that the oil has infiltrated during a westerly blow. 

Other than spraying the area with dispersant, there is virtually 
nothing else that can be done. During daylight hours, visual 
watch for oil slicks is maintained from the Port Department 
Lookout situated at Western Arm. 

When oil slicks are sighted their location is communicated to 
the Dockyard Fire Brigade, who deal with them prior to their 
entering Harbour. During the hours of darkness it is impossible 
to maintain a watch. 

It was at one stage suggested that oil in the vicinity of the 
Gibraltar Yacht Club was possibly caused by a leakage in the 
oil supply line from Coaling Island to King's Bastion. The 
roadway was dug but no trace of oil or leakage was found. 

As regards taking any further measures, it must be stressed that 
we can only rely on visual sightings and treatment being given 
immediately. In this context £3000 is provided for dispersants 
in the Estimates of the City Fire Brigade. The Dockyard Fire 
Brigade also keep stocks of dispersants. 

Apart from the presence of oil in the waters in the areas stated 
and the reported soiling of Pleasure Boats, no other damage is 
known to have been caused. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS 111 AND 112 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Has Government received any claims by the boat owners and if so 
what is the extent?- 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, if I may, perhaps, answer that question. There is 
one claim which was made some time ago on behalf of the Yacht 
Club. Whether or not this relates to oil which appeared in 
January of this year, whether or not that is the same oil is a 
matter which is undetermined but there has been one.claim made 
by the Yacht Club in respect of oil which was in the waters.  
around the Yacht Club as far back, indeed, as July of last year 
and that is a claim which is being dealt with by. my Chambers 
and Government. I should, perhaps, add that liability is not 
accepted in respect of that claim. 
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25 3 80 

AND. 112 OF 1980 . ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will' Government state the extent of the damage caused by .the 
recent oil spilling in the Harbour? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

Answered together with Question No. 111 of 1980. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 113 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Sir, will Government take steps to ensure that the number of 
berthing facilities for small yachts and pleasure craft are 
not reduced even temporarily by developments in the Port area? 

ANSWER. 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND  

LABOUR AND  SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, yachts berthing within the Commercial port of Gibraltar 
do so only when berths are available and always on two hours 
notice, as the primary responsibility of the Port Authorities 
lies with commercial ships. 

At present yachts are berthed at Sheppard's Yacht Marina and 
in the Destroyer Pens, the former being a private Marina, and 
the latter within Admiralty waters. 

A second Marina will be operational shortly, which will be 
capable of berthing approximately 180 yachts. It will be. 
equipped with all the ancillary facilities required by 
.yachtsmen. 

The Destroyer Pens are at present catering for 31 yachts, 
which could easily be absorbed by the two Marinas. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 113 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, I take it that the answer is no, then? 

HON A J CANERA: 

You are perfectly correct. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Member aware that the Camber could be 
developed to take far many more yachts? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I am aware,. Mr Speaker, of the fact that additional pontoons 
and other mooringS have been provided within the Camber 
recently. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Have they been completed recently? 
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H014 A J CANEPA: 

This has been a subject which has been under consideration in 
the Development and Planning Commission over the last two years 
or so and in fact the chains were made available by the Ministry 
of Defence to lay them at the bottom of the sea in order to 
provide the necessary moorings. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Yes, but have they been laid? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I am not sure what the state of play of that is, Mr Speaker, I 
would require separate notice of that question.,  

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, does the Minister consider it desirable for yachts coming 
in as they do now from the Atlantic after the March equinox to 
find that there is no reduction in berthing facilities? Does 
he consider it desirable to have these yachts and if so will 
the Minister take steps to make sure that they will be berthed? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I consider it desirable that the number of berths should not be 
reduced but I consider it absolutely essential that the necessary 
development that is required at the Port for the economic benefit 
of Gibraltar is not impeded by a few yachts which could otherwise 
be berthed at the new Marina which, as I say, will open shortly 
and I mean shortly within the next few months. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Months is the period we are talking about, Sir. The point is 
that would it not have been desirable to have the Camber develop-
ment completed before the Destroyer Pens were evacuated or 
emptied? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The Destroyer Pens are going to be required by the Government 
before the year is out and therefore it may become necessary 
for those yachts to be moved elsewhere. It becomes an absolutely 
essential matter that the Government should have No L. jetty avail-
able for commercial use in the Port. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, without going into the benefits to Gibraltar of the Port 
Development as opposed to the possible benefits from yachts, I 
ask the Minister that he will ensure that the Camber and every 
other facility will be made available to yachts so that there 
is no decrease in the number of berthing facilities available. 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

I cannot give such assurances, Mr Speaker. I think the develop-
ment which is necessary in the commercial port cannot be held up 
by'the requirements of a few yachts. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Could I ask the Minister how the development of the expansion 
of Sheppard's Marina will affect the use of that area at present 
by small fishing boats owned by local residents? This is the 
area next to Sheppard's Marina, not the new Marina, the existing 
Marina which I understand is due to be developed next to the 
Gifmac Ice Factory around that area at Waterport. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I am trying to cast my memory back to matters that have come to 
the Development and Planning Commission with which I have not 
dealt directly but. as far as I. can recall I remember there was 
a request by the operators of Sheppard's Marina for a certain 
area which they required in order to carry out further expansion 
and my understanding, again quoting from memory, was that that 
request was refused. I don't think that the Government was in a 
position to make that available as there was a continuing use . 
for it. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Would the. Minister agree that if the situation arose as a result 
of that request for the need to evacuate that area of all the 
small craft presently using it that he should consult with re-
presentatives of the people involved? 

HON A J CANEPA: 
the 

I know that there is constant consultation withiSmall Boat 
Owners Association, the Government consulted them, in fact, 
only a week or ten days ago. Last Tuesday there was a meeting 
with the Small Boat Owners Association so they are kept fully 
consulted. 
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NO. 114 OF 1980 ORAL 

'THE HON A T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, would Government consider implementing a Gibraltar 
Summer time by advancing the clock by one hour during the 
Summer period? 

ANSWER 

THE HON  THE CHIEF. MINISTER  

Sir, this matter was considered in depth last year after con-
sultation with interested parties,. including Government Depart-
ments, the Chamber of Commerce, the Hotels Association, the 
Gibraltar Travel Agents Association, the Gibraltar Taxi Associ-
ation and.the Trade Unions. The Government appreciated that an 
additional hour of daylight on summer evenings would be generally 
welcome from the point of view of leisure activities. The 
Government also recognised, however, that there would be certain 
disadvantages in making the change, particularly in relation to 
the time available for shopping by day-trippers to Gibraltar. 
While it was not possible to quantify.the economic disadvantages 
which would ensue from a change, it was considered that', in the 
present economic situation, it would be preferable to take no 
action which might prejudice an important source of revenue. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TO  QUESTION NO. 114 OF 1980 

HON P 3 ISOLA: 

Does this mean that because of day-trippers the community will 
not have an extra hour of daylight? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, it is much wider than that, with great respect. First of 
all, I would like to say that we are always prepared to look 
at this if new arguments are produced and, in fact, we had the 
advice of all the people and it took quite an exercise to come 
to this decision. In the first place, sailings of ferry with 
Morocco cannot be changed, one hour shopping time would be lost 
25,000 day excursionists visited Gibraltar in 1978 and spent 
£650,000, so that is a factor which we have taken into account. 
The Chamber of Commerce is against the change on these grounds 
as well as the Hotel Association and the Association for Travel 
Agents unless the Mons Calpe traffic is not affected. The 
Gibraltar-Taxi Association are against it if it is going to 
reduce the number of tourists and, naturally, the Trade Unions 
are generally in favour, I have a completely open mind, we did 
a big exercise, it is too ,late now to do it this year but we 
would have to review the matter if additional evidence is 
produced next year. 

167



2. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, this is exactly the same that was said last year. 
The Government answered last year that they would consider 
introducing it as an experiment this year. This question is 
being asked in March, is it not amazing that because the boats 
can't change their time or the aeroplane can't change their 
times, and I would have thought this was a simple matter, that 
people who work in offices late and who could have this extra 
hour and enable them to go to the beach and enjoy the pleasures 
of summer will be deprived of it, and I would have thought that 
shop hours could be altered too to suit the new hours. It is 
no use the Chief Minister_ saying that they will consider it 
again next year, that is what was said last year. Why doesn't 
the Government have a go at trying something new? 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, on the question of those day-trippers, these day-
trippers are not affected. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, we are not going to"debate the. matter. We are going to 
ask questions. 

HON A T LODDO: 

The day-trippers cannot be affected because in any case the 
Chamber of Commerce always applies for permission for shops 
to remain open. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

If the Hon Member would give way before he proceeds, I will 
explain that I think he is on the wrong tack. It is not that 
it will be impossible because the shops are not opened, it is 
because if they keep to their time-tables, the visitors would 
be here in Gibraltar one hour less. 

MR SPEAKER: 

It is the difference in time between Morocco and Gibraltar. 

HON A T LODDO: 

That time-table can be changed. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

They will not change it. 
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HON P J.  ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, may I suggest to the Chief Minister that he con-
siders Licensing of transportation between Gibraltar and 
Tangier in that case because in the same way as a scheduled 
airline change their time-table at whim to suit their con-
venience it is time that the convenience of the people of 
Gibraltar was taken into account. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is the economic interest of the people of Gibraltar that 
we are taking.  into account which leads to the convenience of 
the people of Gibraltar. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 115 OF 1980 ORAL 

'HE HON G T RESTANO  

Mr Speaker, in view of the fact that the Chief Minister stated 
publicly in the pre-election programme "Face the public" that 
his Government had been in consultation and correspondence with 
the presently engaged Paediatrician for 18 months would he not 
agree that he misled the House in opposing and defeating an 
Opposition motion in the last House of Assembly asking for the 
appointment of a Paediatrician? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

Sir, the Government's attitude in this matter has been consis-
tent throughout. Before the question of engaging a full-time 
paediatrician was first raised by the Hon Member in February, 
1979, the Minister for Medical and Health Services had arranged, 
as announced in a Press Release in August, 1978, to have the 
question of paediatric needs studied by the King"s College Re-
search Unit. The advice given at that stage was that a team of 
paediatric consultants should visit Gibraltar four times a year 
and that, after a year's trial, a further assessment should be 
made. 

The report on this assessment, received on 2 November, 1979, 
recommended that a Community Paediatrician should be recruited 
to carry out specific functions, in accordance with the parti-
cular requirements of the situation in Gibraltar, which were 
set out in detail. 

'By adopting this course of action, rather than being rushed in-
to a snap decision to engage a full-time paediatrician, the 
Government obtained two significant advantages. In the first' 
place, the special needs of the situation in Gibraltar, as 
assessed over a period of a year by a team of no less than four 
consultants, were built into the functions of the post. Secondly, 
as a result of their close interest and connection with Gibraltar 
over that period of a year, the King's College Research Unit sub-
sequently placed all their paediatric facilities at Gibraltar's 
disposal and are willing to arrange further visits by their 
paediatric specialists as and when these are requested by our 
own Consultant Paediatrician. 

When the Government opposed and defeated in this House, on 
1 November, 1979, the 0coposition motion that immediate steps 
should betaken to implement a full-time paediatric service in 
Gibraltar, it did so because, as it had already made perfectly 
clear, it was awaiting advice, from the Research Unit, advice 
which, as it happened, arrived on the following day and was 
immediately acted upon. 
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Sir, it has seemed to me necessary to explain, yet again, the 
Government's consistent.policy on this issue and the reasons 
why we opposed the motion - all of which are set out in the 
Hansard. Insofar as my statement in the pre-election programme 
was concerned, I said nothing new. I said in the debate on the 
motion in November last year that people had shown an interest 
in the possible job of paediatrician and that this was a matter 
for the Public Service Commission. When the Research. Unit's 
advice was received, the post was advertised and a selection 
was made. 

Sir, for almost a year, the Hon Member failed to shake the 
Government off the course which it had set itself - on a 
matter take2up on the Minister's initiative and not that of 
the Hon Member. He failed furthermore to make political 
capital out of his campaign on this subject. Now that the 
matter has boon resolved by the Government, in a manner which 
is to the best advantage of the Paediatric Service and which 
would not otherwise have been possible, the Hon Member raises 
it yet again. In doing so he suggests that I have deliberately 
misled the House. This is a most serious allegation which is 
completely unjustified and which ..I repudiate. It is.also my 
view, Sir, that to flog a dead horse,is an abuse of the proce-
dures of this House. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION  NO. 115 01-'1).980 

HON G T RESTANO: • 

Mr Speaker, the Chief Minister says that the Minister for 
Medical and Health Services first started his investigation of 
the matter in August 1978; yet the Minister during the debate 
which he has mentioned said that he had only gone into this 
after Professor Jolly had come to Gibraltar and Professor 
Jolly came to Gibraltar at the end of September of 1978, so 
which of the two statements do I accept? 

MR SPEAKER: 

I gave a lot of thought as to whether I should allow this ques-
tion. I allowed it so that you could be given an explanation. 
You have been given an answer and I will not allow debate as to 
what was said and what was done. You are free to seek informa-
tion but we have got to be careful not to fall into the tempta-
tion of debating the subject. 

HON-G T RESTANO: 

I just wanted to clarify that point, that the previous Minister 
for Medical and Health Services seemed to mention a different 
date to the one mentioned by,the Chief Minister and I wondered 
which of the two statements was the one I could keep. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, I am not prepared to answer any supplementaries on 
my statement. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Does the statement that the Chief Minister had. been in consul-
tation and correspondence with the presently engaged paedia-
trician•for 18 months, does that explain why it was that the 
paediatrician's family came to Gibraltar, settled down and his 
children went to school long before the Government made the 
policy decision  

MR SPEAKER: 

No, I will not allow that question. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

In any case, there is one thing wrong. The Hon Leader of the 
Opposition has attributed to me having said something about 
him which I didn't say. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I am sorry I thought he had said it. That remark was not made 
by the Chief Minister then? 

MR SPEAKER: 

It has been clearly statedby the Chief Minister in his state-
ment that it was only after the report was accepted that the 
matter was referred to the Public Service Commission and the 
post advertised. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I do not think he has denied that he said in the programme 
that he had been in consultation and correspondence. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Not I, the Government. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

That is not denied? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

That there had been contact with an applicant, yes, of course. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

What I am asking is does that explain why it was that the 
applicant and his family came to Gibraltar long before the 
Government made a decision to employ a paediatrician? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 116 OF a980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Will Government support the idea of having a Gibraltar Centre 
in the United Kingdom and if so in what way do they envisage 
they could help in making this project materialize? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

Sir, the Government has noted with interest the reports on 
the Press Conference held by Mr Albert Poggio on behalf of 
the Association of Gibraltarians in the United Kingdom - the 
Gibraltar Group. I personally welcome this move to reacti-
vate the Association and hope that their efforts will command 
general support from Gibraltarians both here and abroad. It 
has been stated that the Gibraltar Government will be approached 
for assistance but no such approach has yet been made. Only 
when the Government is asked for specific ways in which it might 
be able to help will it be possible to consider what might be 
done. While I think that the Gibraltar Group in the United 
Kingdom is a very desirable manifestation of our identity as a 
people, even among those who are not living in Gibraltar - or 
perhaps particularly among those who are not living in Gibraltar 
I believe that this kind of movement, if it is to succeed, must 
do so substantially on the voluntary efforts of those interested 
and concerned. The Government is certainly sympathetic to these 
efforts but it would be wrong to make promises of assistance be-
fore a specific request is received and can be considered. Even 
then, such a request will have to be weighed very carefully 
against other pressing demands on the public purse. The Govern-
ment will, of course, have to be satisfied, bearing in mind in 

.particular that, as stated by one of the Trustees, the Group has 
been inactive for two years, that the project will be viable, 
lasting and well administered. 

As I have said, this kind of movement depends essentially on the 
support of a large number of people and I would like to take this 
opportunity to urge all Gibraltarians, here and abroad, to show 
their support by contributing to the Group's financial target. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 117 OF 31980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Will Government consider publishing a pamphlet on Gibraltar 
similar to that produced by the Gibraltar Branch of the 
European Movement for distribution in influential circles 
in Britain and other countries of the European Economic 
Communities and Commonwealth? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF.  MINISTER 

Sir, a written statement of the views of .the people of 
Gibraltar is in .preparation for use by the delegation from.  
Gibraltar to the European Parliament which, as announced 
last week, will be taking place in April. The Government 
will consider publishing this statement for general dis-
tribution. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 117 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Will it be published in the form similar to the leaflet where 
there are some pictures and illustrations, in order to make 
the person looking at it interested in the subject? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

We shall try to do that. 
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25380 

NO. 118 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

When is it expected that GBC will be fully operational from 
Mercury House? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER  

Work on the conversion of part of Mercury House_ is proceeding 
according to schedule and, as envisaged, GBC/TV will be able 
to start operating from there in July this year. 

The transfer of GBC Radio will then follow and I am informed 
that GBC should be fully operational from Mercury House by 
the end of this year. 
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25 3 80 

NO. 119 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Sir, will Government consider re-opening talks with the Gibraltar 
Broadcasting Corporation for the purpose of permitting the pro-
ceedings of the House to be broadcast? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

Mr Speaker, in reply to Question 290/78 in the last House 
stated, after consultation with. GBC, that it would be desirable 
to defer consideration of the question of broadcasting the 
meetings of the House until GBC, who had other pressing commit-
ments, were in a better.position to pursue the matter. 

I am now pleased to inform the House that, as the move to Mercury 
House is progressing satisfactorily, GBC have agreed that it will 
be possible to continue discussion of this matter in the very near 
future. 

MR SPEAKER: 

May 1 perhaps add to that answer that I have 
from GBC about two days ago saying that they 
tion to consider broadcasting and asking for 
that it is my intention to write to both the 
the Leader of the Opposition suggesting that 
appointed to study the matter. 

received a letter 
are now in a posi-
suggestions and 
Chief Minister and 
a sub-committee be 
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25 3 80 

NO. 120 OF •1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Will Government give consideration to aMending the appropriate 
legislation so that persons who at Election time are away from 
Gibraltar such as students and holiday-makers will be able to 
vote by post? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

Yess  Sir. 
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177 80 

ORAL 

`[HE HON: MAJOR R J' PELIZA' 

Wil Govdrnment consider the introduction of amending legislation 
so s. tomake it compulsory for drivers of vehicles to have their 
• blo d groups recorded on their driving licences? 

ANSWER 

TIE HON TI-LE-  FINANCIAL AND-. DEVELOPIENT.  SECRETARY' 

Mr Speak4r1.! Sir, with yotr permission I will . deal With. thiS 
Question and Question No 126 from the 'Hon A T Loddo at the 
same time. 

The form of. the Gibraltar Driving Licence follows the Model 
Driving Kermit as set out in Annex 9 of the United Nations Con-
vention an road traffic. This does not provide any information 
on blood igroups and distinguishes the different categories of 
vehicles which the holder is authorised to. drive. If the UN 
format were changed the Government would clearly consider 
Aimilar changes in the. Gibraltar form of licence. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 121 AND 126 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I .fully accept that perhaps' they want to stick to the format, 
but would Government consider encouraging drivers to have some-
thing with the licence which could give details such as blood 
group and perhaps if they have any heart condition and things 
like that which would be very, very useful in case of an accident, 
particularly, I think, if the frontier opens and they find them-
selves across the border. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOP1VENT .SECRETARY.f 

Mr Speaker, certainly the Government would be prepared to consider 
this but it would have to be a .voluntary matter and not a matter 
that-  persons are required to do.. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Perhaps, Mr-Speaker, if it.  cannot be* made compulsory perhaps it 
could be encouraged..  

HON A T LODDO f 

Mr Speaker, I am grateful for the information as to the law as 
promulgated by the United Nations but my point in raising this 
question is that the law in 'the United Kingdom, on which we like 
to base ourselves, is that a holder of a 'B' licence is entitled 
to ride a moped or a similar vehicle under 50 cc capacity .and not 
only that but any holder of a learner's licence, a provisional 
licence, as from the age of 16 is allowed to drive an under 50 cc. 
Would Government consider changing the law here in Gibraltar? 
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2. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I discussed this question with the staff respon-
sible, the Motor Car Examiners, and it is considered that in the 
traffic conditions in Gibraltar that a. separate test for a moped 
is necessary. We considered it very carefully and on balance this 
is the view accepted by the Government. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I would have thought, Mr Speaker, that in England it is much more 
necessary than in Gibraltar. - 

MR I SPEAKER: 

Yes, but we are not going to. go3,into that. Next.quedtion. 
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ORAL - NO. 122 OF' 1980 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Mr Speaker,. can Government estimate what loss in revenue results 
to the Gibraltar Government and to commercial interests generally 
as 'a consequence of the Shell 'bunkering lighter being withdrawn 
from service for three weeks? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, no. I regret that it is not possible for the 
Government to provide the.  information requested by the Honourable 
Member. It would be necessary to establish-how many ships if any 
do not call at Gibraltar because of the absence of lighter facili-
ties. This information simply cannot be ascertained. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO wUESTION NO. 122 OF 1980. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I do take it that Government is aware that it does 
result in loss? 

HON. FINANCIAL.AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Yes, Sir, there is a pertain loss both to Government in terms of 
the bunkerage.fees lobs and also, of. coursefl  to Shell 

HON A J HAYNES : 

But if Government is aware that is. is incurring the loss, surely 
it should do something.  to prevent it in the future? .  

MR SPEAKER: 

We must not go beyond the scope of the question. It is not 
Government's responsibility to,provide the service. The ques-
tion has been allowed because 'it relates to the loss of revenue 
and on that score you can ask what you like but no further. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is not the majority of bunkering in the Port taken from lighters? 
Is the Financial and Development Secretary aware? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, my understanding is that quite a proportion of 
vessels come in and take the fuel alongside, or can come along-
side, in an emergency they can do so. The problem here in 
ascertaining the information required is that a notice is put 
out to Lloyds that for a certain period bunkering will not be 
possible here because the bunkering vessel is being renovated 
and we have no idea how many ships that would have come in, in 
fact, go past Gibraltar. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, as this is, I would have thought, a vital service that 
the Port gives, should not the Government approach the company con-
cerned to have a replacement lighter available for what amounts to 
almost 1/12th of the year in view of the repercussions it has on 
the Port, generally, as a Port that gives service and prides itself 
on giving excellent services to shipping. Is this not rather like, 
I would suggest, Gibraltar Airways when it withdraws its aircraft 
from the Tangier run for a month? Is it not the case and in most 
parts of the world other facilities are given by the company that 
has it? Does not Government consider it.essential to ensure that 
that service is available to the Port throughout the year and will 
Government take some action on the: matter? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 'we understand from the company concerned that a 
relief lighter is not easily obtainable and that the cost would 
be so high that it would be-uneconomic to bring it in for so short 
a period. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, it is not a question of buying one, it is a question of 
chartering one for the period in question, I would havethought;  and 
if it proves a little more expensive than not having a lighter at 
all, should not the company concerned consider the fact that it has 
a monopoly in the Port and that as a monopoly holder of a service 
in the Port it owes a duty to the Port? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, .I am afraid that the Hon Leader of the Opposition 
misunderstood my reply. I did not say that acquiring a second 
lighter but that a relief lighter, ie the (ost of bringing a 
lighter from elsewhere into Gibraltar for three weeks would be so 
high that it would be uneconomic..  

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, that doesn't really answer my question which is that 
the company concerned, should it not consider,  the tact that in 
view of its unique situation it should provide this service 
throughout the year• even if it costs money to provide it in view 
of the fact that it has the compensating benefit of having a 
monopoly situation throughout the year? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, .I note the point made by the Hon Member and we 
will discuss it with the company. 
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Next question. 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Can Government now state the final figures for recurrent revenue 
and recurrent expenditure for the year 1979 to 1980 and can the 
Government state the actual balance on the Consolidated Fund as 
at 31st March, 1980? 

• ANSWER 

THE HON TEE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the accounts for the year ending 31st March, 
1980, have not yet been closed and it is therefore not possible 
to state the final figures for recurrent revenue and recurrent 
expenditure or the actual balance on the consolidated fund or 
that date. However, the latest figures available, which are 
still subject to adjustment and audit are:- 

Recurrent.revenue .£31,971,093 

Recurrent expenditure 28,780,242 : 

Balance of consolidated fund 4,035,596 

SUPPLEMENTARLZ12212212 1 1.312 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, am I right in saying that the recurrent revenue fell 
short' by about 2200,000 to that estimated, that the recurrent 
expenditure also fell short to that estimated? I cannot under-
stand the final figure. 

HON 'FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPIENT SECRETARY:.  

Mr Speaker, Sir, may I possibly assist the Hon and Learned Leader 
of the Opposition. Recurrent revenue was down by £188,000 on the 
revised estimates. Recurrent expenditure was £640,000 below the 
revised estimates and the balance of the Consolidated Fund was 
£400,000 above the revised estimates. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

The reason why I asked, Mr Speaker, is that in page 5 of the 
approved estimates recurrent expenditure is put £28,221,700 and 
the figure the Hon the Financial and Development Secretary has 
given is £500,000 in excess to that, £28,780,242, and therefore 
I couldn't understand how he had his Consolidated Fund figure 
of £4,000,000. Perhaps the approved estimates are wrong, I don't 
know. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, the revised figure in the recurrent expenditure 1979/80 
£28.221m and the recurrent' expenditure where it probably arises is 
that the figures that I have quoted include budgetary contributions 
for potable water and housing fund, this will make the difference. 

MR SPEAKER: 
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NO. 124 OF 1980 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

ORAL 

17780 

Mr peak r, will Government take action to alleviate the position 
of OD p nsioners resident in Gibraltar whose MOD pensions suffer 
to both in the United Kingdom and in Gibraltar? 

ANSWER 

TIE HON THE MANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY  
I 

Sir, under Section 30 of the Income Tax Ordinance all tax payers, 
including MOD pensioners, ordinhrily resident in Gibraltar who 
receive in Gibraltar income accruing in and derived from the 
United Kingdom are eligible for relief on any tax paid in the 
United Kingdom. 

The relief is the lower of the two rates of tax on the income. 

In effect tha amount of tax actually paid by the tax payer is the 
higher of the two tax rates. If the Gibraltar rate is higher than 
that of the United Kingdom the relief given is the amount of tax 
paid to the United Kingdom authorities. If the United Kingdom tax 
is higher than that in Gibraltar, no tax would be payable in 
Gibraltar. 
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17 7 80 

NO. 125 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA • 

Sir; can Government state the final amount actually spent on the 
development programme under the different heads of expenditure 
in the Improvement and Development Funds numbered 101 to 113 
head by head between 1st April, 1979, and 31st March, 1980?' 

ANSWER 

TEE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT, SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the accounts for the year ended 31 March, 1980, 
have not yet been closed. Final figures are not therefore avail-
able. However, subject to any adjustments. and audit the figures 
now stand a3follows: 

HEAD 101 Housing 

102 Schools 

103 Tourist Development 

104 Miscellaneous Projects 

105 General Services 

106 Government Offices and Buildings 

107 Port Development 

108 Marina Development 

109 .Public Lighting 

110 Electricity Service 

111 Potable Water 

112 Telephone 

113 Police 

1,367,800 
445,959 
39,316 

896,674 
223,000 
273,878 
687,613 
29,294 
6,576 

127,119 
206,379 
136,622 

-Total 4,440,230 

ti 
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NO. 126 OF 1980 ORAL 

    

TEE HON A T LODDO 

Would Government consider amending the law so that holders of 
a 'B' licence are allowed to drive a moped or similar vehicles 
under 50 cc capacity? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND 10-2VELOPMENT SECRETARY 

(Answered together with Qqestion No. 121 of 1980). 
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177 80 

NO. 127 OF 1980 z ORAL 

TIE HON G  T RESTANO  

Mr Speaker, can Government state the amounts in electricity, 
water and telephone bills which have been outstanding for over 
12 months? • 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY  

Mr Speaker, Sir, I regret that the information requested cannot 
be readily provided until such time as all billing is computerised. 
The computer would then need to complete a normal cycle of 12 
months before it could produce the information. To produce details 
in respect of non-computerised accounts would be time consuming as 
well as expensive in terms of labour. What is more important, it 
would slow down the rate of progress on the whole computerisation 
exercise and also the follow up of unpaid bills. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TO QUESTION NO.  127 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, has Government no idea at all how much money is owing 
to it by consumers who have not paid their bills for over 12. months? 
Is there no monitoring .of unpaid bills? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Yes, Sir, there is monitoring of unpaid bills and we know the 
amounts outstanding but we do not know the amounts that are out-
standing for a year, because when the amounts outstanding were 
put on to the computer from the card that we used previously, a 
total sum was put in and it is not possible to break that down. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I seem to remember the Honourable Member saying!that 
reminders were sent out to people who had not paid their bills 
after 3 months and possibly after 6 months action might be taken. 
Well, if there are accounts outstanding for over 12 months, what 
is the Government doing about4it to try and recoup that money? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, the Accountant-General has.been in touch with persons who 
have bills outstanding for a long period, not necessarily up to 
one year, and has warned them that unless bills are paid then 
the supplies will be cut off. In fact, as a result of this we 
have had a large number of payments on outstanding bills.' 
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HON G T RESTANO:. 

Mr Speaker, have in fact any accounts been closed because of 
non payment of bills? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

No, Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17780 

 

NO. 128 OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

ORAL 

 

is Government aware that electricity and water bills Mr peak r, 
• for char es covering from February 

i 
-have not been sent to some 

con uther ? 
I 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 
I Mr Speaker; Sir, the electricity, and water bills for February, 

March and April., 1980, have beep issued. The bills for May-, 
1980, are now being processed. 

;-• 

Certain bills may not have been issued because the consumer was 
not at h6me when the meter reader called. Such consumers receive 
a note asking them to complete details of the latest reading or 
to contact the billing section to arrange a mutually convenient 
time for the meter reader to call again. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 128 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, are there many of such accounts? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I don't knai. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, I don't know if-this question is entirely in order or 
not but can the Government state or confirm, in fact, that if bills 
for February are in receipt in July, what is the usual period that 
they take for bills to be sent? Are they cent within 3 weeks, 2 
months, 3 months? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I think, Sir. that the answer to that question was implicit in the 
first part of my reply. The bills for May, 1980, are now being 
processed, in fact, they will go out in July. Once we have all 
the bills on the computer we should be able to issue them within 
a week of the end of the month. 

MR SPEAEER: 

Next question. 

11



17 7 80 

ES.24_1E2L.921_19.12. ORAL 

/ 
- THE HON G T- RESTANO 

Mr peaker, is Government aware that some electricity bills sent 
for the .onths of March and April did not have the date of reading 

charged for? 
on he bills and that the FaA rate was not inserted although 

ANSWER 

TEE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the computer has been programmed to insert the 
dates of reading and FCA rates in the electricity and water bills. 
This accoiunts for 70% of all electricity and water bills issued. 
On the noin computerised bills the dares of reading and FaA rates 
are inserted by hand. I regret that the odd bill may have slipped 
through without these details having been included. In such cases 
the relevant information will be provided by the billing section 
on request. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 129 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, would Government ensure that this does not occur 
again because it seems to me that if bills are received without 
having this information all it leads to is perhaps a delay in 
payment and certainly even more work to the department concerned? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to give the assurance sought by the 
Hon Member but there is a factor of human error where we have very 
young clerical assistants completing these bills in difficult cir—
cumstances of work and one cannot Say that it will never happen 
again. Clerly we will try to avoid it. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

1 
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177 80 

, NO. 1,30 OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

ORAL 

pecker, wou, d Government ensure that provisions are included 
he n w Banking Ordinance prohibiting banks from charging fees 
effe ting standing Bankers Orders from and to accounts within 
r ow bank, bearing in mind that such a service is not charged 
by UK banks when the recipients have accounts in their banks? 

ANSWER 

TiEpN TTIE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Sir, the new banking legislatiop will be designed to safeguard 
the intetests of depositors and of the community as a whole, and 
to coverithe broader aspects of banding business generally. It 
is not considered appropriate for the Government to intervene, 
by way oi" legislation, in the level of charges raised by banks 
for their services. 

SUPP7I -3TIO T NO. 11\ 0 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, Would the Government be prepared to approach the banks 
and ask them if they would waive these charges in these particular 
circumstances? 

HON FINANCIAL ANRDEVELOPMNT SECRETARY: 

.Mr Speaker, Sir, if the Government considered that the charges were 
inordinate it would be prepared to discuss with the banks. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

No, Mr Speaker, the point was not. whether the charges were in-
Ordinate or not but that they certainly do not'conform with the 
practice in the United Kingdom. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, unfortunately we have been unable to obtain by 
the date of this meeting particulars of United Kingdom bank charges. 
The point is that even when a Bankers Order is within the same 
branch there is a cost, an administrative cost, there is the cost 
of making changes in the ledger, of writing to both the person who 
has made the order and the receiver of the funds informing him that 
the money has been transferred. This is done by post so there is a 
postal charge as well. Furthermore, when a bank takes on a respon-
sibility for a Bankers Order it also becomes liable for any effects 
that may flow if the Bankers Order is not based on the United 
Kingdom  

Mr 
in 
for 
the 
for 

1.• 
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MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

2. 

MRSPEAKER: 

I hate ti interrupt but we must not get too involved with the 
workings of the/bank, it is a matter of whether the charge 
sho id or shoulft not be made or whether the Government is 
pre ared to do something about it. 

HO J BO SANO: 

Mr,Speaker, would the Hon Member not confirm whether under 
existing; legislation of Consumer Protection, in fact, this is 
not an area that should be as - subject to examination as any 
other area where a service is being provided and should not be 
overcharged for? 

HON FINANCIAL. AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Yes, Sir. 
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17 7 80 

EQ21122....1280. • ORAL 

THE HON G  T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, would Government consider introducing - legislation to 
prevent young children from handling speed boats unless they are 
accompanied by adults? 

ANSWER 

THE HON TEE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr1Speaker, the Government does in fact have under consideration 
the question whether there should be age restrictions on persons 
in charge of speed boats. Although so far there have been very 
few complaints about the handling of speed boats by young persons, 
the numbers of such craft are increasing, particularly for water 
skiing and it is felt that some controls may be desirable. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 131 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, when will this consideration be given? When will the 
legislation be brought to the House? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

The matter is under consideration. As to when the legislation 
will be ready, I am afraid at this stage I cannot say. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Will it cover this summer period, Mr Speaker? 

HON ATTODREY-GENERAL: 

No, Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO. 132 OP  1980 

THE  HON J BOSSANO 

17 7 80 

ORAL 

Wil Gov rnment give consideration to amending the Pensions 
Ord nanc to allow some of the years of service of Sister 
Cru RMN to count as pensionable service in the light of the 
circumstances surrounding the break in service? 

ANSWER 

THE HON TEE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

r 

Mr Speaker, the answer is no. Miss Cruz resigned voluntarily 
from Government service in March,. 1956. She was employed again 
by the GOvernment from 1 March, 1960. Regulation 16(1) of the 
PensionsiRegulations only allows for continuous service to 
reckon as qualifying for pensionable service and specifically 
provides that any break due to voluntary resignation shall be 
disregarded. Miss Cruz has given meritorious service to the 
nursing profession in Gibraltar but I nevertheless regret that 
it would not be proper to amend the Pensions legislation to 
suit an individual case in this respect, particularly where 
these provisions have been applied in all similar cases of 
voluntary resignation and subsequent re-employment. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 132 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, will the Hon Member confirm that Miss Cruz was not 
paid a gratuity in 1956 when she resigned and she has been 
offered in 1980 the money she would have received in 1956 had 
it been paid at its due moment when the value of that money is 
significantly_ less than it was, is the Hon Member aware of that 
particular detail? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, it is regretted that the situation is as the Hon.  
Member has said. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

And is the Hon Member also aware that during the period that he 
mentioned of break, 1956 to 1960, Sister Cruz in fact was training 
in UK and had her passage to UK paid although the training in UK 
was not at Government expense, is he aware of that? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, Government is aware of that situation. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

And is the Hon Member aware of the fact that there has been pre-
vious individual amendments to the Pensions Ordinance because of 
particular circumstances and is this not a case that is creating 
a precedent and will he in the light of that be prepared to give 
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some consideration to perhaps making provision for some of the 
years if not all, in view of the two elements that I have 
mentioned, Mr Speaker, which I think are unique? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, each case is considered on its merit and each case 
haS to be looked- at within the context of its particular facts. 
In the same way as other special legislation has been done in 
respect of other persons the matter will be considered in the 
case of Miss Cruz. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I think the answer is that theyl,will give further consideration 
to the matter or is it still no? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

The answer as far as I am concerned at the moment is still no, 
but of course matters.can always be re-considered from time to 
time. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

The answer is a qualified yes, I take it. ' 

MR SPEAKER: 

That.depends on whether you are an optimist or a pessimist. 
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NO, 133 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

• Mr peak r, how many cases of contravention of the Animals and 
Bir s Or inance in respect of wildlife preservation have come 
up n Cathrt within the last five years? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr Speaker, four cases are known to have been taken to court 
during t at period., one each in'19764  1978, 1979 and 1980. 

Convictions were obtained in all four cases. 

Pities of £10 were imposed in the first three cases and £40 in 
the fourth case. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 133 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon the Attorney-General state what the 
cases were for actually, was it birds, stealing eggs or what 
was it? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

I am afraid at this" stage I cannot say. 

18



177 80 

NO. 134n 102.2 ORAL 

TEE HON G T RESTANO  

present position concerning Nos 197/201 Main Street? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mri Speaker, the Hon Member will recall that after the Government 
obtained a Supreme Court nuisance order last year, the owner took 
steps to demolish the property to first floor level thus minimising 
the immediate danger, and that subsequently a stoppage order was 
served on him after he sought to carry out unauthorised building 
works. 

No further building work. was undertaken by the owner. The premises 
were however inspected. by a structural engineer and an environmental 
health officer who consider that it remains a nuisance. 

The owner has submitted plans for further work for Government's 
approval. These are being considered. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 134 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

If there is still a nuisance there, is Government doing anything to 
ensure that•it is abated within a reasonable time or are we in for 
another 2 years of that horrific sight? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

I cannot answer that question, I will require notice. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Yes, but if it is a nuisance .stirely it has to be abated. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Yes, and I am sure that the Chief Environmental Health Officer 
has got his eye on it but'what the stage of play.  is I don't know. 

What is the 
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• 

NO. 135, OF 180 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Can Government state why it is that the Companies Registry and 
Sup eme ourt are under-staffed and is Government taking any 
act on i this respect? . 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL  

Mr Speaker,' the workload in the Supreme Court, including the 
Registries, has been examined by Staff Inspection, as a result 
of which the staffing of the Department is to be increased by 
one Highr Executive Officer, one Executive Officer and one 
ClericallOfficer. 

• 
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MCIA L136  OF 1922 

:THE HON G T RESTANO 

Wd. 1 Government state whether professionals employed full-time 
.wi h the Public Works Department are allowed'to undertake 
pr Ivate 1  ork and if so under What conditions? 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr Speakers all Civil Servants, including the professional staff 
employed in the Public Works and other departments, are required 
under the Government's GeneralOrders to seek the Government's 
permissibn before undertaking paid employment in a private 
capacity. 

All applications received are considered on their merits within 
the guide-lines laid down by the General Order which provides 
that permission will not be given to Senior Officers except in 
very exceptional circumstances, and that the work to be under-
taken is not of an undignified nature or likely to prejudice,  
the performance of the officer's official duties. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 136 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker. may I know how,many professionals have been given 
permission by the Government to undertake private work? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

rwould require notice of that. 

HON' G,  T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I would have thought that arises quite clearly out of 
the question. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Can Government state if it has received any application which 
it has subsequently refused? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Again. I require notice. 

ANSWER 

ORAL 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Could T sk the'Hoil and Learned the Attorney-General, in respect 
of professionals in the Public Works Department is permission 
givenf generally to do private work according to their profession 
or /is it necessary for them to apply in respect of each assign-
me t or Bach job or private work that they are asked to under-
tale? 

HON ATTOkNEY-GENERAL: 

It must be in respect of each job that they are asked to under-
take. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO. 137 OF 1980 ORAL 

TEE HON A J HAYNES 

Mr Speaker, will Government report their decision as regards 
modernising the Maternity Department at St Bernard's Hospital, 
and what will the modernisation if implemented consist of? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Sir, as I stated in my answer to question No. 38 of 1980, the 
modernisation of the Maternity Department is still under con-
sideration in connection with the 1981 development programme. 

...UPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.  137 OF 1980  

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, can we have an indication as to when this considera-
tion is likely to be? 

MR SPEAKER: 

With due respect, did you say No. 38 of 1980? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No; 38 of 1980. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think that No. 38 of 1980 does not refer to this. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No. 31, Mr Speaker. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

How lohg does Government plan.to leave it in a sort of cloud of 
it is being considered? Is there any indication that it is going 
to be decided or what? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, the next Development Programme commences in April 
of next year and we have as yet no date for the talks to be 
held. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Does that mean that you won't consider it until April of next 
year or that plans will be ready by April? 
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HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker,'I said the matter is being at present considered 
but no final decision has yet been taken. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, I think the Hon Minister said Question No. 31. 
think he was mistaken yet again, I think he is referring to 
Question No. 35. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I did not question the fact that it could be Question No. 31 
because it did refer - to the Medical and Health Services and 
wasn't prepared to read all the'answers and supplementaries. 
What,numbe.A: did you say it was? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

• it is Question No. 35. 

HON P J ISO].: 

Can the Hon Member say whether the Government has decided as a 
matter of policy to modernise the Maternity Department and to 
put plans forward in the 1981 Development Programme or js it 
still considering whether it does or does not modernise the 
Maternity Department as part of the 1981 programme? I would 
have thought they would have come to a view about this already, 
if not there is bound to be slippage in the 1981 Development 
Programme. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No, Mr. Speaker, the matter is being considered at present by 
the forward planning committee. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Therefore the Government has not yet made up its mind whether it 
will, modernise the Maternity Department .or not? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I haVe already stated, Mr Speaker, that no final decision has 
yet been .taken. 

HON P .J ISOLk: 

So it has not made up its mind, is that the position, it may not 
be included in thb Development Programme of 1981? 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, I am the Chairman of the forward planning committee 
so perhaps I can throw some light on this. The position is that 
the Working Party of technical officials who are working on the 
coatings and on the plans for the next Development Programme have 
not yet costed the modernisation plan in respect of the Maternity 
Wing. When the cost is known, if it is found to be considerable, 
the Government would consider including it in the Development 
Programme to be discussed with Her Majesty's Government before 
April,.1981. However, if the figure involved were not to be very 
high the Government might decide to fund it locally under the 
Improvement and Development Fund. So until we have a figure as 
to the cost involved, which I hope to have after the summer, we 
will not be in a position to take a final decision. At the 
moment it is in the draft progrVmme and it has been assigned 
some priority but no final decision has been taken. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, is the Member in a position to answer the second part 
of my question which is what will the modernisation, if implemented, 
consist of? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

That is for my colleague to answer. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, no final decision as such has been taken on what type 
of modernisation will be involved as a whole. We have just put • 
draft proposals, eg, new waiting room and reception areas, but all 
these are being costed at the moment. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, if I have an idea of what it is they have in mind for 
the Maternity Department then I will wait patiently but if I feel 
that what they have in mind anyway is not satisfactory, I would 
rather start complaining aboutit now and not wait until some time 
in 1990 or whatever. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question.. 

ti 

eii 
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NO. 138 OF 1980 .ORAL 

TAE HON MAJOR  R J PELIZA  

What success has Government met with in pressing for an alterna-
tive hoarding to be erected outside premises 197/201 Main Street? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr Speaker, since service of the stoppage order, the owner has 
not yet proceeded with remedial works. He has however submitted 
plans for such works to the Surveyor and Planning Secretary which 
are being considered. 

At present it is considered that the temporary barrier is both 
adequate and an improvement on the previous arrangements but the 
Government will take steps to require more suitable hoarding to 
be erected before further demolition or building work proceeds. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO CLULE 02....19130_ 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Does Government believe that this time- they are going to be 
successful? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Are you asking a question as to whether the repairs are going to 
.be adequate because we are talking about the hoarding and /nothing 
else. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Very well, Mr Speaker, I will limit it to the hoarding. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

I see no reason why we should not be successful. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Since the Government has failed in the past is it not more reason-
able to believe that they will be unsuccessful? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

r • 
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NO. 1.39___QF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Can Government say whether there has been any increase in the 
number of patients making use of the Physiotherapy Department? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR  MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Mr Speaker, no, Sir. There has been no increase. 

ti 
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17 7 80 

NO. 140 OF 1.9p ORAL 

'THE HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, is Government satisfied that•the present premises 
occupied by the Physiotherapy Department are adequate? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government is perfectly satisfied that 
adequate coverage is being given to the present physiotherapy 
requirements in the premises currently occupied by that depart-
ment. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 140 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, Government is obviously also aware that the workload 
in the Physiotherapy Department has increased over the last year 
by 25% and the Physiotherapy Department still is the same size, 
so how can they be satisfied with the present premises when the 
staff is not? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, all I can say is that Government is perfectly 
satisfied with the present premises. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO. 141 OP  1980. ORAL 

THE  HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, would Government state whether it levies any charge 
on visiting specialists using the facilities of the Hospital and 
it staff when attending their private patients? 

ANSWER 

I THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, no, Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QEESTION NO. 141 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Government consider making a levy for the. 
Use of the hospital facilities by the visiting specialists? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, .I will inform the Hon Member that charges 
although not levied on the visiting specialists are in fact 
levied on the private patients themselves which accounts for 
a-substantial amount of revenue to Government at the end of 
the year. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I would like an explanation of that, Mr Speaker. If a private 
patient sees a specialist surely he pays the specialist and not 
the Government?. 

MR SPEAKER: 

We may be talking at cross purposes. What the Minister says is 
if the result of the consultation is that the patient has to go 
to hospital, then the patient pays- the hospital fees. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

It also includes things like X7rays and laboratory fees. 

MR SPEAKER: 

You are being asked whether any charge is made to the specialist 
for consultancies which have been held in the hospital premises, 
irrespective of any other charges you would have made for any 
services as a result of the-consultancy? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I have said, no, Sir. 
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EON G T RESTANO: 

I have asked the Government would they reconsider and make a 
levy? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir; I do not see the need to reconsider this position. 
The Government is quite satisfied with the present arrangements that 
the Government has with visiting specialists and. let me say, Mr 
Speaker, that the work is of extreme value to Gibraltarians and we 
are very happy with the work that the visiting specialists are 
carrying out in the hospital. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I think the principle here is that somebody is making 
money privately on Government premises. I have nothing to say 
against what the Minister has said in priase of the specialists 
but I think, in principle, Government should not allow its -premises 
to be used without levying a charge to somebody who is going to 
charge privately. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Let me just addi-Mr-Speaker,.that the agreement reached with the 
specialists is that they have in' fact the same facilitieslike all 
our other consultants. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO. 142 OF  ...1_980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, will Government make arrangements so that one doctor 
at:the Health Centre is available daily to deal exclusively with 
patients in urgent need of assistance? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Sir, there are six ,doctors available at the Health 
Centre daily and despite the appointments system, urgent cases 
are seen as necessary. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 142 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, that is not my understanding. Would the Minister 
ensure. that all persons who go to the Health Centre for urgent 
cases, that have not had the time, obviously to make an appoint-
ment are seen immediately? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

That is, in fact, the case today, Mr Speaker. 

MR SPEAKER:.  

Next question. 
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NO. 14 _Oro ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Government/  consider installing a telephone at the mortuary 
t Bernard's Hospital?.  

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

No, Sir., There is a telephone at the Porters' Lodge for the use 
of visitors, to hospital. 

• i 
Wit 
at 

I SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 143 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Government not consider that the relatives 
of a deceased person who need to make arrangements, funeral 
arrangements and so on, and who at the same time would want to 
accompany their relatives in the mortuary, would it not be com-
passionate for the Government to let them have a telephone next 
to the mortuary rather than having them go all the way round to 
the Porters' Lodge? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is precisely for the reasons given by the 
Hon Member, for compassion and understanding of relatives, that 
I do'not consider that a telephone should be placed at the 
mortuary. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

So this is the Minister's own personal opinion, Mr Speaker, or 
has hp taken advice from anybody who has been affected? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Let us put it this way, the Government does not consider it 
necessary to provide a telephone'at the mortuary, there is one 
at the Porters' Lodge. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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ORAL 

THE HON G T  RESTANO 

Would Government implement a system whereby cardiograms and 
analyses can be taken at the Health Centre? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Silr, facilities for cardiograms are available and utilised at 
the Health Centre. Analyses are invariably carried out in the 
Laboratory at St Bernard's Hospital. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 144 OF 1980  

HON G T RESTANO: 

put would it not be poassible for the. analyses to be collected 
at the Health Centre where the patients go in any case and be 
sent by the Government up to the laboratory? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, the point is that the word analyses is extremely 
wide and I was not sure what the Hon Member was referring to 
by analyses. If he has a particular point in mind he can ask 
me now and I will give him the information later, such as 
collection of speciments, eg. Some are collected, in fact, at 
the Health Centre but obviously the tests are carried out at 
the laboratory at St Bernard's Hospital. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Well, ,Mr Speaker, for example, blood tests. A person who needs 
a blood test is told to go to the Hospital by the Health Centre. 
He goes to the Health Centre and then he is told that he needs a 
blood test and he is told to go up to the Hospital. Would it not 
be an added service for that patient to have the blood tests taken 
at the Health Centre? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Let us clear this point so that we do not talk at cross purposes. 
What you are saying is that the specimen should be taken at the 
Health Centre with a view to being sent to the laboratory. *It is 
not being suggested that the actual analyses should be done at the 
Health Centre. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

As I said, Mr Speaker, I will look this matter up on what the Hon 
Member has said and I will provide him with the answer. 
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NOG 1)15 OF _198O ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Will Government explain how patients records are kept at the 
Health Centre? 

ANSWER 

TEE HON .THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Sir, a separate record of each patient is contained 
in an indexed envelope filed in., numerical order and cross-
referenced alphabetically.. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 145 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is it not a fact, Mr Speaker, that some of these records are 
indexed by doctors? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No, Sir. 
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NO. 146 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G  T RESTANO 

How many stalls at the Public Markets are either empty or being 
used as stores and how many persons are on the waiting list for 
stalls? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Mr Speaker, Sir, only two daily poultry stalls and one double 
fruit and vegetable monthly stall are empty, out of a total of 
twelve daily and 35 monthly stdlls. Five single fruit and 
vegetable monthly stalls and a single charcuterie stall for 
which there are no applicants are being used as food stores. 

There is only one application on the waiting list and this is 
for a flower stall of which there are two and.both are in use. 
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NO. 141 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Ha the eport of the British Post Offdce Consultants on the 
in roduc, ion of International Subscriber Dialling now been 
re eived and if so would Government state what recommendations 
were tendered? 

ANSWER 

TEE  HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, I gave notice on L4 July that I would be making a 
statement on this matter and I shall be dealing with this 
question in that statement. 

MR SPEAKER: 
• 

On the clear understanding that supplementaries will be asked 
when the statement is made as in question time. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Yes, Sir. 
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NO. 148 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Is Government satisfied that there is sufficient fire fighting 
equipment at the Yacht Bunkering Station? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES.  

Government is satisfied with the amount of fire fighting equip-
ment at the Yacht Bunkering Station, 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION  NO. 148 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Can the Minister say what equipment is. there at the moment? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, the firefighting equipment at the installation 
is 1 X 180 feet hose reel,. L. X 20 pounds dry powder extinguishers 
and 1 cubic yard of•dry sand. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, how can the Minister say that he is satisfied that 
the fire fighting equipment is sufficient when it was in-
sufficient to put out a fire in a yacht there fairly recently? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, let me say that the requirements under Section 11 
of the City Fire Brigade and Fire Services Ordinance 1976, abate-
ment •of fire hazards, were issued to Shell on the 1st August, 1978. 
These requirements were complied with in full and the first 
petroleum licence was issued on the 21st July, 1979. It was re-
newed on the 1st April, 1980, after being inspected on the 21st 
February, 1980, when all conditions of the existing licence were 
in order. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I am very grateful for that reply but of course that 
reply has nothing to do with the question that I asked. 

MR SPEAKER: 

The Minister has,said that the person giving the service is 
complying with the requireMents of the law as far as fire 
fighting is concerned and therefore he is satisfied with the 
fire fighting equipment at the Yacht Bunkering Station. 
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HON A J BAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member confirm that the yacht mentioned 
by my friend was in fact dealt with by fire fighting equipment 
other than that available at the Bunkering Station? 

HON DR R G VAIARINO: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, I believe there was some assistance mainly in 
taking the yacht away from the proximity of the Shell Bunkering 
Station 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Does that not imply, Mr Speaker; or indicate that the fire fighting 
equipment at the Bunkering Station was not adequate? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, I am not allowing this supplementary. The Minister has given 
an answer to your question. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I'm not certain that the answer is clear. Was fire 
fighting equipment, other than that at the station, used? -I'm 
not questioning whether, in fact, other people camein to help, 
I.want to know whether other fire fighting equipment was used on 
that occasion? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, with all due respect to the Hon Member, this is a 
completely different question and I require notice of the 
qUestion before I can answer it. 

MR SPEAEER: 

Yes, I entirely agree. Next question. 
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NO. 149 OF 1980 

• THE HON G .T RESTANO 

/ Will Government/ state what are the times available to the 
general Dublic to book trunk:calls at the City Hall? 

ORAL 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Sir, a Hall Porter is on duty at the City Hall 
every day from 08.00 to 21.00 hours for the booking of trunk 
calls. However, bookings are only accepted till 20.30 hours, 
to allow the operator time to connect the call(s) before the 
City Halp_ closes. After 21.00 hours, urgent calls may be 
placed tom the Police Station at W.Iterport. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO  QUESTION NO„149 OF 1980  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, is. this not a departure from. last year when the 
Hall was open until 11.30 pm? . 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, yes, this is a slight departure because my last 
answer to the question which Mr Restano put on the 26th 
February, 1979, which was Question 77 of 1979, said that the 
last call could be placed at 11.30 pm so that the call would 
be .ii by 12.00. Unfortunately, we have found out that the 
demand is not there between 9.00 pm and 12.00 o'clock at night, 
the men who are well over 60 are reluctant to stay there alone 
during this period of time and there is at the moment a shortage 
of staff. • 

HON G T RESTANO: 

When was this new procedure implemented, Mr Speaker? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, tsir, I am not quite sure of the actual date of the 
implementation of the procedure but if the Hon Mr Restano is 
willing I can find out and let him know as soon as I have the 
actual figure. 

HON G T RESTANO.: 

Mr Speaker, is the Minister aware that, in fact, some persons have 
been turned back at 5.45 pm\and told that at 6.00 pm the City Hall 
is closed for trunk calls? Would this 'be an exceptional case or 
would this be a regular case? 

• . •t• • :••••• 
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I 
HON DR R G VALARlNO: 

Yes, Mr (Speaker,', sir, this could well' be an exceptional case 
de ending on s'ick leave of the individual which is sometimes 
un voidable at/the time, but the fact still remains that if 
th re ' an urgent call this can be placed from the Police 
St, tion at Waterport. 

HO P JIISOLA: 

Will GoJernment consider keeping the City•Hall open to its old 
hours of 11.30 pm on days When-visiting naval ships are in 
Gibraltar on which occasions.I understand there are long queues 
• for. calls by visiting sailors in ships to their familieS-  in the 
United Kingdom? - Is there not case for keeping the City Hall 
open lale on occasions when viiting naval ships, especilly 
when. there are a number of:them coring to Gibraltar? 

HON DR R- G VAIARINO: 

Yes, Mr'Speaker, as the Hon Member quite rightly points out the 
Government will look into it. Unfortunately, there are large 
numbers of security problems involved as these members of the 
public generally tend to be somewhat under the weather, not to 
say drunk, and this is late at night and there is an elderly 
man having to deal with 20 or 30 men of this type. Certainly 
I shall look into this and I shall let the Hon Member know. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO.  150 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

li- 
Si wil Government undertake a study to determine if the use 
of solar energy can be economically employed in Gibraltar? 

1 
ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

Mr Speaker; Sir, the most successful application of solar energy 
hitherto has been in the fieldof water heating and a number of 
brand prpducts are already in service in Many parts of the world. 

1 • The space required to install the solar•panels can present 
problemsiin - high density and high rise buildings and this would 
certainly be the case in Gibraltar. 

Nevertheless, the Government through the Public Works Department 
have already obtained the equipment to set up a pilot solar water 
heating installation at the Boys' Comprehensive School,where it 
'can be.monitored to establish its performance under local condi-
tions. 

One difficulty already envisaged is the fact that solar water 
heating requires to be backed up by electrical power. Quite 
logically more electrical power will be required in. the winter 
and the widespread use of solar heating, while beneficial for 
energy conservation, could adversely affect load factors of 
electricity generating plant to an unacceptable extent. This 
could create further problems. 

SUPPLEgENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 150 OP 980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I am much pleased, Mr 'Speaker,, to hear that the Government have 
taken measures to introduce a pilot scheme but I must take 
exception to what the Hon Minister has just said in increased 
load because the increased load we have nowadays in any case 
even with water heating. Surely, the introduction of solar 
energy by heating panels to water heaters would surely diminish 
that load and in any event, Mr Speaker, could I ask the Govern-
ment if indeed that pilot scheme which presumably they are going 
to implement very shortly at the Boys' Comprehensive School, if 
they find that it is of benefit to Gibraltar given the problems 
that we have with power generation, they would seriously consider 
implementing some form of solar energy even if it is exclusive to 
water heating in,the 1981 development programme in particular to 
housing should it be acceptable in areas of less density. 
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HON DR P G VALARINO: 

Yes, Mr !Speaker, I thank the Hon Member for his comments and 
th ugh I take Some of them I would like to let him know that 
in the United Kingdom the introduction of communal water 
he Ling /by solar energy using an underground tank at a housing 
de eloprent was abandoned. This project was abandoned as this 
was of no use and certainly did not produce enough heat. It 
ma be that under different conditions, ie Gibraltar, different 
results:may arise. Finally, let me say that the electrical 
power generation from solar energy is in its very early stage 
and will take many more years before it becomes a viable pro-
position. 

HON A J I HAYNES: 

Mr. Speal,Ler, is this pilot scheme in the Boys' Comprehensive the 
only study on solar energy in Gibraltar at the moment? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, we have considered the use of solar energy for our distilling 
plant and we understood that Malta was using it. I got in contact 
with the Minister of Public Works in Malta and I was informed that 
they did a feasibility study and found that it was not practical. 
I have since written to them and asked them to let us have a look 
at their feasibility study to see if anything can be used from it 
for Gibraltar. but it does appear that: if Malta which gets perhaps 
more sunshine than us find that it is not practical, it is probably 
not practical in Gibraltar as well. • 
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17 7 80' 

NO. 151 OF 1980 

THE HON A T LODDO  

ORAL 

/ / 
Mr Speaker, will Government make a comprehensive statement with 
res ect o its future policy on the education of children for 
wh m their are responsible outside Government schools and in 
particular the education of local children in MOD schools? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

Sir, during the Autumn Term 1979 Government considered a re-
commendation contained in the Third Report of the Expenditure 
Committeb that the sponsorship scheme, which provides for non-
entitled; children to attend Services Schools at the expense of 
Government, be phased out commencing in September, 1980. A 
final decision was deferred, however, pending consideration of 
representations made to Government on the matter and an examina-
tion of a possible agreement between MOD and. Government on the 
provision for the education of protestant children, following 
the opening of the Services Schools in 1969 and 1971 respectively.  
After detailed consideration of the background to this matter it 
has been agreed that the sponsorship scheme should be continued 
after September 1980 in accordance with an original agreement 
between MOD and the Government dated February 1966 in which MOD 
undertook to make provision for a maximum of 90 children in the 
Services Schools to be admitted at the expense of Gibraltar 
Government as part of a controlled sponsorship scheme. 

SUPPLEMEEILEX12_2LESTIOE NO. 151 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr. Speaker, we welcome that statement because the Minister will 
recall that at the Budget meeting of the House we were concerned 
on this side of the House that the Government was welshing on an 
agreement it had made and was not honouring an agreement it had 
made with regard to children from the Church of England, residents 
who wished to continue their education in MOD schools. I note the 
agreement was dated 1966, can we take it therefore that this policy 
which was announced before of phasing out the education of local 
Church of England children residents in Gibraltar in the MOD schools 
is no longer policy and that we are back on the agreement of 19669  
is that the position? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, the policy has been phased out. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO. 152 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A.T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, is Government satisfied with the staffing position in 
the schools for September, 1980? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE  MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

Sir, with the exception of just one outstanding appointment, all 
teaching vacancies which have arisen for September 1980 have now 
been satisfactorily filled either by local students returning 
from training, by the ap-uointmept or extension of appointment of 
contract teachers, or by the recruitment of suitably qualified 
staff locally. An advertisement has been placed locally for a 
qualified teacher of English at secondary level and it is hoped 
to make a suitable appointment shortly. It is not envisaged 
that there will be any staffing difficulties in our schools when 
the Autumn Term commences in September, 1980.- 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 152 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask on that, Mr Speaker, is the satisfactory staffing posi-
ti'un in September, 1980, due partly to the fact that people who 
wish to complete the- B.Ed course in England-are being made to re-
turn? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

That has nothing to do•with it, it is the people who are actually 
coming back to Gibraltar. 
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17780 

NO. l5 OF vL980 

THE BON A T LODDO  

OPAL 

 

  

Mr. Speak r, will Government review as a matter •of urgency its 
po icy i relation to B.Ed completion courses for Gibraltar 
st dents studying in the UK? 

.1 ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

Sir, all teacher trainees undertaking formal courses of teacher 
training in the UK now completq a B.Ed degree. Entry to the old 
Certificate in Education Course has now been phased out entirely. 
There is also provision, however, f)r the B.Ed degree to be con-
verted into a B.Ed (lions) degree, as an additional year over and 
above the basic three-year course. This fourth year B.Ed (lions) 
course is essentially academic in nature and present Government 
policy has been determined, therefore, with the specialist teacher 
in mind. This approach is entirely in accordance with the present 
policy of ODA on this matter where teacher Lrainees are financed 
under the Technical Co-operation Scheme. It is considered far 
more appropriate for teachers who intend to specialise and who in 
the main will work at seconddry level to be given the opportunity 
of doing an academic fourth year of training and students who 
have clearly indicated throughout their course of training that 
they intend to teach in a specialised subject area up to 'AI  
level have consequently been given priority in terms of financial 
support for an additional year of training. It is not felt 
appropriate to review this policy at this stage. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO  QUESTION NO. 153 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, actually what I was trying to point out or draw out 
is the position of graduates, University 6,,aduates. Are they 
being allowed to do that extra' year to get their B.Ed, not 
teacher training. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I am not quite sure, if they are graduates they must have their 
B.Ed. Next question. 
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17 .7 80 

No01/4  OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

• Can Government state the scope and extent of the work under-
taken by the playleader and can Government- state Whether it has 
appointed a trainee playleader? 

ANSWER 

. THE HON THE MINISTER FOR. EDUCATION 

The playleader recruited in the UK for a one-year contract period 
in Gibraltar is essentially here to advise Government on the 
provision of an adventure-playground and to•supervise.the planning.  
and establishment of the facilities, including the necessary 
requirements to train a locally appointed Youth and Community 
Worker who wUl eventually have reponsiblity for the Supervision 
of the playground facilities in due course as part of his/her 
overall responsiblities within. the Youth and Careers/Community 
Office. There has been some delay in the planning of .the 
adventure playground due to the consideration now being given to 
the siting of this facility but it is hoped to progress the matter 
as soon as a decision on the -site has been made and an advertisment 
for the appointment of the local Youth and Community Worker will 
then appear in the press. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION No.154  OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, then I take it that it is not going to be for a trainee 
playleader but Tor a Youth and Community Worker and the playleader 
part is only part of the responsiblity of this post? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIAN1: 

The post which will be advertised for the locally entered chap when 
the UK 'ontract finishes is to give the Youth and Community Officer 
more flexibility because there will 'be periods when the playground 
is not used during school hours, for example and therefore we have 
the flexibility to move him into other areas of work within the 
Youth Community Service. If we employ him purely on the playground 
thing then he won't be working for 8 or 9 hours of the day. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

How long has the play leader in fact been here and is he fully 
employed without an adventure playground to work On? 

HON MAJOR F J DELL1PIANI: 

Yes, Sir, he had been here for about two months and he is employed 
in studying the project and also in fact doing community work. He 
is a very experienced man and hp does community work at night with 
out own Careers Offibers. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Yes,. Mr Speaker, I understand that but he was broughthere mainly to 
start off the adventure playground. Cah the Minister tell us what 
changes there are that he will in fact start the adventure play-
ground before his year is terminated? 

HON:MAJOR P j DELLIPIANI: 

Yes; before he leaves he- will start training youth and if it is 
necessary we might extend his .contract. 

HON.  P 3-ISOLA: 

Does the •Minister envisage that peed arising becauFle is does seem to 
me odd that the Government bring a playleader to start the 
adventure ol_ayground and he goes without the adventure playground 
site even being known. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

He hasn't gone yet. 

MR SPEAKER: 

You are being asked whether the adventure playgi'ound will be 
available within the period of time envisaged. 

HON MAJOR F j DELLIPIANI: 

S have said so already. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next quesion. 
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NO. 155 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON  A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, now that Gibraltar students have achieved parity in 
fees level with the UK has Government considered bringing into 
line the Gibraltar system for grant allocation and the determi-
nation of parental contribution with the UK? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

Mr Speaker, I gave notice on 9 ;1.111.y. that I would be making a 
statement -)n Educational Awards Regulations and I shall be 
dealing with this question in that statement. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO ,gozam22,122gp )980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, no doubt my asking the question prompted the 
Minister's reply. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLTDIANI: 

Mr Speaker, I had no idea of the Hon Member's question. when I 
gave you notice of my statement. 
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1.56. OF  1980  NO. 

THE HON A J  HAYNES  

Will Government publish .a list of 
to be completed this year,. giving 
accommodation ie 2 person bedsit 
list. of their whereabouts? 

. thenutberof,housing..units 
details of the type of • 
or 2:0edroom'flat etc and a 

ANSWER. 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the number of housing units expected to be completed this 
year is as follows:- • 

TANK RAMP. Total 16. 

Modernised units 

'New Units  

WILLIS'S AREA 

- Modernised Units total .9 

1/3 WILLIS'S PASSAGE  

a  WILLIS'S ROAD 

13/15'WILLIS' S PASSAGE  

23/2 WILLIS'S PASSAGE  

WHITE STORE New Units Total 16  

LIME KILN STEPS PHASE I 

Modernised Units Total 12  

.‘, 

LIME KILN STEPS PHASE IA  

2/2RKB 

3/3RKB 

1/8RKB .Completed November, 
1980 

1/1RKB 

3/2RKB 

6/LIRKB 

2/3RKB 

1/24RKB 

2 B/S 

2/2REB Completed August, 

1/3RKB 1980  

1/2RKB 

8 B/S 

8/3RKB Completed August, 
1980 

5. B/S 

2/2RKB Completed October, 

5/3RKB 1980 

2/3RKB 

.2/2RKB Completed December, 
1980' 
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2. 

:SUPPI,E1,1ENTARY20,QUESTIOjg pc). 1560F 198Q 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Ca* you rgive  lie the overall total of units? 

HON M KIFEATHERSTONE: 

571, Sir. 

HON A J!HAYNES: 

Can you state how many people those 57 units will ideally occupy? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

That wi21 depend entirely on the family composition, eg, a bed—
sitter might be for a single person or it might be for a married 
couple,II can't Ballyij say. 

BON A J!HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I understand when you've got a 2 bedroomed flat you 
are talking of one double bedroom. for two people and the other 
bedroom, a single bedroom for one person. 

HON M K ilhATHERSTONE: 

I'm afraid I couldn't give that information, Sir, eg the 8 RKB' 
might take'9 people. it may take 15 people., I have really no 
idea, Sir. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Do I understand then the Government designed these flats without 
having any idea of what the optimum number for a flat was? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, we are not going to go into these details now.' It will also 
depend on the way that the allocation is made. and that is not his 
responsibility. You are asking a question to which you have been 
given an answer, the number of units and when they are going to 
be completed and their whereabouts. You have been given the answer 
to that, 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I take that but unfortunately I am not. very 'good at 
mathematics and all the rest, Sir, and .I haven't had time.  to 
work out from the answer  

MR SPEAKER: 

Yes, but you must not expect Government to do your work. 

e, . 
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HON A J 'HAYNES: 

No, but the point is,. Sir, surely if Government; knows.,how-,many 
units itliere are' to be completed andWe "OW the "composition :.o 
the 

10.1 -SPEAKER: 

Yor..1 have` been.- the, cOmpOsi'tiOn.; you can y;.oUr computation. 
yograelf. . InforMation read,11Y-aVailable should'nOt .be', asked,.: 

HON' P J ISOLA 

Does not'. the- . Minister ,..,agree 3  that only 16 new housing..;unit:S.-  of 
Which 8 are,:'studios iSl . b.nextrethelY, small n,Umberi: or hoU6ing 
Units for. hiS _Department to complete in the, courseof one :3rear?' 
Can I take that there will be a_:  great other nuMbPjF-otnet. 
housinglunits _that possibly: will not.  be  completed by the:::  31st 
of Marc4,:•1980; but which Will be very near. coMpletipnbY:.:"that 
date? „ . 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I have taken this year, Sir, to mean by the end of December, 1980. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Yes, but even by the end of December, 1980, can I. ask the:,same 
question, does he not consider it a -very-  small nthiber of` view 
housing units to produce by that time considering that 8, of 
them are studios? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The number of new units actually, Sir, from what I said.was 26 riot 
16. There,  are, of course, many other on-going i5r-ojects 'but they 
will hot comb to fruition.before Decetnber, 1980. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Is there not a difference 'between the figures. quoted for the units 
to be completed this year and those quoted earlier on at the 
Ceremonial Speech of the Chief Minister and so forth?.  

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think you will find that the number 
was 57. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

qUoted in the opening speech 

But, Mr Speaker,,is Government not aware that if one talks of 
building 80 units and in tkie past these units will almost all 
take at least a 2-children family, then if Government is building 
flats which are bedsits and are not designed to take a couple with 
their two children and they say they are building 50 units, the 
impression the public gets is that they are getting 50 families 
off the waiting list and surely GovernMent wouldn't want to mis-
lead,people to think that those units are all going to take a 
family  
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MR SPEAKER: 

We must have a question, 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Well, doesn't Government think it is advisable to make it crystal 
clear' how many people are going to be catered for when they give 
a list of housing to be completed in one year? 

HON Ml 'K FEATHERSTONE: 

Ilthink, Sir, that we should have had separate notice•for a ques-
tion of that complication but I would.point out that as far as 
Public Works are concerned they consult with the Housing Department 
to see what make-up of housing is required and,.of course,. where a 
bedsitter is being provided this can often accommodate a single 
person or perhaps a married couple who at the moment are occupying 
a larger flat of 3 or 4 rooms, then that larger flat becomes vacant 
!and can take a family with children etc. It doesn't, mean to say 
( that because you are making a bedsit. you are going to cram in a 
family with 2 or 3 children into it. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, could I ask for enlightenment -on this. As I understand 
the answer of the Minister, there were 16 new housing units at White 
Stores, can he tell us where the other 1O housing units are? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, I said at Tank Ramp there were 1/1RKB, 3/2RKB and 
6/LIRKB • 

HON .P J ISOLA: 

Is that not Tank Ramp development, is that not modernisation? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, it's partly modernisation -and partly new construction. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, can I refer the Minister to the Ceremonial Opening 
speech at. page 5 where in the Penultimate paragraph the Chief 
Minister said: "With the coming financial year we have to ' 
finalise construction of 66 units". 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, that is why I specifically stated that I took the end 
.0f this year to be December, 1980, the financial year end in 
March"j981. 

I ' 
HON A J HAYNES: 

So you've got till March to complete another 12 or 13. 
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HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, it Would appear that out of 
are 26f new ones leaving a balance of 31 
is the extent df the number of homes or 
moOrnisation that will now be occupied 

HON H J, ZAMMITT: 

the 57 new units, there 
modernised units. What 
units existing prior to 
by 31 housing units? 

Mr Speaker, I may be able to give the Hon Member some information. 
In the case of Tank Ramp we decanted less people than we will be 
eventually permitted to put back into houses that will satisfy 
them according to their family composition, it has been a benefit 
in that instance. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

That really doesn't answer my question, Mr Speaker, because before 
a question was refused to be answered asked by my Hon Colleague on 
my right as to actual people, the composition, how many people per 
unit. I'm asking the question of per unit not people. How many 
units have the 31 modernised units replaced, units not people? 

HON. M K FEATHERSTONE.: 

That is a very difficult one to answer off the cuff, I would need 
separate knowledge of that question, I can only comment that when 
you do a modernisation, in. some instances you cannibalise what you, 
'have got but depending on what you actually provide in the end, you 
may start with L. three-roomed flats and you might finish up with 
5 bedsitters and 3 two-roomed flats, lt varies around. Obviously, 
the new flats have far better facilities than the old ones such as 
bathrooms and reasonable kitchens, etc. 

HON W ,T SCOTT: 

Yes, I am aware of that, Mr Speaker, but what I am really trying to 
get at is where if in remodernisation we are actually diminishing 
the housing problem. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Yes, we are-, 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO. )).57  OF koq 
THE HON A J HAYNES 

17 7 80 

ORAL 

 

  

Speaker, what plans does Government have for the development 
Town .ange for new housing and how far as these advanced? 

Mr 
of 

Sir, 
Town 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS.  

Government has no immediate plans for the development of 
Rage'for new housing. 

There are sufficient sites elsdwhere in Gibraltar that can be 
used for; new housing for the next four years. 
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17,7 80 

. NO. 158 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES 

. Mr' Speaker, Will Government reveal the lateSt waiting liSt figures 
for housing and will Government reveal the figures of homeIeSs 
people in' Gibraltar? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE.  MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Mr Speaker, Sir, There were 1800 applicants on the waiting 'list as 
at the end of June, 1980. 

:There are several social cases claiming 'homelessness' .which the 
• Department'or the Housing .Scheme cannot accept as. sUch, some of • 

these being families that moved into a hotel with full advance 
knowledge that they had to vacate the accommodation by a given date. 

• In other instances homelessness is by way of voluntary departure. 
Homelms cases as such are. those who find themselves homeless by way • 
o* diSaster or who. are•evicted-by.  a Court order for ohich:they are 

'1-1d.t to blame. 

SUPPLEMENTARY, TO QUESTION-NO. 158 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

It doesn't answer the question, Mr Speaker, what is the figure? 

HON H J Z'AMMIT: 

Of social cases? 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Of homeless people? 

HON H J aAMMITT: 

There are no homelss people. as.far as Government is concerned. 

HON W'T SCOTT:.  

Mr Speaker, the Hon the Minister for Housing said there were 1800 
applicants. Are there 1800 application of 1800 individuals? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Applications. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

,We are now talking .about 1800 families'? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Yes, not applicants. 
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HON A J HAY ES: 

— 2 

Has there been a down trend. in 
4 years? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

the waiting list figure. in the last 

No, : Sir, there has been a increase and in fact we are finding that 
more and more people .who were normally r esidents. in ,U.K. now wish to 
come back and there is an increase, if anything,  

HON] A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, can- T have a fuller explanation as . o whythe figure 
isn't going down? 

HON H.J ZAMMITT: 

Well, the figure isn't going down . for a number of rEasons. First, 
that people obviously aspire to a better standard of living young 
families want their independence, and rightly so, and therefore 
the demand is always greater. 

PR SPEAKER : 

Next question. 
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NO. 159 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HONA.JHAYNES 

Mr Speaker, Will Goverment state whethe.c all the flats at Varyl Begg 
Estate have now been.allocated an if not, then why arid will 
Government give a list of those unallocated flats at Varyl Begg? 

ANSWER 

'THE HON  THE  MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

Yes,, Sir. The 29 flats in question at Varyl Begg have not yet been 
offered as they are not ready for occupation. However all, prospective 
tenants have received letters explaining that they have qualified 
for one of these flats which will be offered to them. when ready. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO..1590F 198Q 

HON A J HAYNES: 

What stops them being ready, Sir? 

HON H J ZAMMITT! 

There are not ready, they have defects.. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

They have been built? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Of course they have been built, they have been standing there since 
1973 or 1974. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

I see, so we've got defects goifjg back to 1973 or 1974 and prospective 
tenants waiting that long? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, this is at Varyl Begg, no, Sir, not waiting that long. These 
people were informed of their allocation in the last few months. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

.Is Government saying, Mr Speaker, that these 29 homes.have_ defects 
and they haven't. bben'givenbutand'the Onee'that'have-been given• out 
do not have any defeCtel? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, we are not going toogo into that. under any circumstances. 
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HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I understand then that these flats were built in 1973/74? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, I refer, of course, to Varyl Begg, Mr Speaker, that there are 29 
flats. in Varyl Begg all round the different blocks. 

HON AJ HAYNES: 

29 flats at Varyl Begg which are empty? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Unoccupied. 

MR SPEAKER: 

l Available for allocation. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

And these have been available for allocation since 1973? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, Sir. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Could you clarify this? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, .I think I ought to. There are some of these houses, it 
may be recalled - The Hon Member was not then a Member of this 
House - some of these houses on the top floor of the Li- blocks which 
we held vacant for sometime pending the Consultants' report, we 
were advised subsequently that we could allocate these houses but 
attempt to retain the top floor flats vacant as some of these 
suffered severe water penetration. Notwithstanding that, Mr Speakers  
although we have not told individual people that they have been 
offered or they will be moving in to,for argument sake, say, 21 
Royal Sovereign House, it is earmarked and the houses at Varyl Begg 
have all been now allocated tb these 29 people who have so been 
informed. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, if Dean refer., the Hon Member back to question No 64/19ao. 
"In the supplementaries at page 1, Major Peliza said: "Will he 
consider the empty houses which are lying there for months on end 
not axe.' important matter?". And the Member said: "There are no 
houses lying empty for many months; Mr Speaker". Major Peliza then 
answered; "Well, that does not seem to be the opinion of the 

-general public • if I may say so".. Then the answer was: "The general 
publit must be misinformed". 
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BON H J ZAMMITT: 

Was that referring to Varyl Begg? 

HON A J HAYNES: 

The question asked for a list of flats which were subject of 
transfers, temporary or transit homes, etc. and the answer being: 
"Mr Speaker, Sir, it is regretted that there is not enough staff 
available to undertake this time-consuming operation when everyone 
in the Housing Department is fully occupied revising all the housing 
applications prior to implementation of- the revised Housing 
Allocation Scheme". And than I asked: "Sir, will they notconsider 
giving a list for a shorter period?" And the answer was: 'I don't 
think that we can entertain anything which entails unnecessary work 
to an overtaxed Department". So when the question from Major 
Peliza was brought in. .as to empty houses lying for months there had 
been no reference to Varyl Begg. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Yes,.but what is the question? 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, is there any discrepancy between what the. Minister was saying 
then ie that there are no houses lying empty for many months and 
tkat the general public must be misinformed and the information we 
have now received that there are 29 which have or haven't, I am not 
sure yet, been lying empty since 1973/74? 

MR SPEAKER: 

The Minister has made it quite clear that these houses have not been 
lying empty since 1973/74. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Have any of them been lying empty for months? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Certainly. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Well, how many? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, ther9 have been instances where we have had to bring 
people out of these partictilar flats: in some cases because of 
p.enetration of water or flooding and they've had to be moved to 
alternative accommodation at Varyl Begg, that could be an instance 
that could have occurred 6 weeks `ago. The top floor flats, of 
course, have never been occupied. It will be recalled that the 
Phase .6 of Varyl Begg, the last L. blocks at Varyl Begg, should have 
been allocated in September, 1976, which I think all Members,  are 
fully aware of. They eventually were occupied I think some time in 
'October/November. 1979. Those are the ones that have been held back 

59



24 0  

because of the eventual fixing up of the pitched roofs and were • 
advised not to but people at the top floor flats because we didn't 
know exactly what was gOing to happen with the repair of the flat 
roofs there. The top floor flats invariable have water penetrationJ. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Let us talk about figures and dates How many flats have been. 
unoccupied andhow long for, that is what we are interested in. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

In Varyl Begg there are 29 flats. I would, of course, like to refer 
the Hon Member to the question he has referred to from the Hon and 
Gallant Major Peliza. I think the question then was how many flats 
in concerning modernisation we're lying dormant, not Varyl Begg. 

ME SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO  160 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Sir, Is Government new in a position to publish a list of all 
Government houses and flats which were allocated in the last two 

.years excluding transfers or allocations to temporary or transit 
homes? 

ANSWER 

TEE BON TiE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

Sirs  12 Bed ;fitters at Glacis pigs 42 other post-war flats have 
been allocated to tenants who had to be decanted under the 
requirements of the Modernisation Programme during the past 4o 
years, and 30 flats at Rosia Dale (Phase 1) to applicants on the 
medical and priority lists.  
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NO. 161 OF 1980 

THE NM A T LODDO 

ORAL . 

  

• Mr Speaker, why:has.Government seen fit to deny any financial 
ass stange to the Gibraltar Junior Football League? 

ANSWER - .  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is not the case, the G.J.F.L. has received 
financial assistance from Government over the past years'as follows: 

1975/76 .- £115 

1976/77 - £200 

19.77/78 - £300 

1978/79 - £300 

1978/80 - £300 

Grants will be considered for 1980/81 when applications are called 
for The G.J.F.L. should apply to the G.F.A., the Governing Body 
of. Football, to whom an annual grant is invariably made. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 161 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, is not the Minister begging the question here because 
is it not a fact that the Gibraltar Football Association is 
dissatisfied With the size of their grant so they are hardly in a 
position to give any money to the G.J.F.L. and is the Minister not 
obviously aware of this fact and does the Minister not consider it 
a great tragedy that a venture of such great. importance to our 
young people in Gibraltar going to New York should have received 
from the Government nothing more thah a letter from the Chief 
Minister with .a plaque? 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are talking about financial grants and nothing else. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, I was written to about their going away and I wasn't 
askef for one penny and it was as a gesture, because they informed 
me, that I told them that they might be taking a plaque. I think 
that has done mare harm than good to the people who want to support 
these people to tray and throw the question of the plaque into 
this matter. 
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MR SPEAKER: 

Well, it is not relevant in an,y case. 

HON P J 

Mr Speaker, is it.not a fact that the Chief Minister presides over 
a Government that has collective responsibility and is it not a 
fact that the Minister for Sport was asked for financial assistance 
for this venture as long ago as 3 months and that the Gibraltar . 
Junior Football League got no reply except an oral reply at a 
dinner dance and is that a satisfactory situation? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Let me start by saying, Mr Speaker, that I am somewhat surprised 
because the question as framed did-not ask me. at all as to why 
Govenntent had not assisted the Gibraltar Junior Football League 
on its American trip. I have been asked as to why they had been 
denied financial assistance and I have proved that Government has 
not denied financial assistance. Mr Speaker, the question raised 
by the Hon Leader of the Opposition as to how can the GFA being 
dissatisfied with the grant that Government provides it was quite 
a volts face of what .I  heard ).ere some years ago when I was accused 
of only helping football and ignoring all' other sport. However;  
Mr Speaker, let me just remind the Hon Leader of. the Opposition 
that football since 1974 to. 1979/80, excluding,.of course, this 
yealo,s vote, has been.afforded the sum, that is including grants 
and underwriting losses out of public funds, the sum of £18,818, 
and if I may, - by way of camparison, that the:football allege that 
the hockey get everything, hockey have taken away £17,763. 
Mr Speaker, I would say this much, that the GFA have never ever 
complained to me of lack of co-operation from Government on 
finanCial assistance. This has only become evident in the past - 
couple of years due to a Member of  

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, we arelnot going to make speeches. Yoh. have given your 
answer to the question. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I would like to ask' the Minister, is it not a fact that 
the majority of the funds given to the GFA has been underwriting 
losses in respect of teams who were brought to Gibraltar at the 
instigation and with the active assistance of. the Minister? That is 
one question. The other question is, does the Minister not consider 
that there is a great difference between the G.F.A. and helping 
young people who are school children under the age of 16 to do a 
trip to New York 2 Does he not consider there is a great difference? 

MR SPEAKER: 

I entirely agree with the Leader of the Opposition and that is why 
all these supplementaries are completely and utterly out of order. 
Let us/come back to the original question and any supplementaries 
which -are relevant. If there are any questions to be asked on 
financial assistance to the Gibraltar Junior Football League they 
are completely in order, not otherwise. 
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HON P J 

I am going to ask why' the Government has not given financial 
assistance to the Gibraltar Junior Football League which wassought 
from the Government 3 months ago in writing and to which the 
Government never bothered to reply except for an oral reply at a 
dinner dance? - 

MR SPEAKER: 

Let us have an answer to that. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the Gibraltar Junior Football League applied in 
February this year saying that they were goingto New York to attend 
a football:tournament-organised by the Hicksville American Football 
Club. I am fully aware and I was fully aware that the invitation 
had come from a gentleman wno was sponsoring through,  a local 
company in Gibraltar every single penny, that.is, air trips, 
including may I say dressing up from blazers right the way through 
to overnight stay in London, to being put up at Holiday Inns in 
America Oe000 

MR SPEAKER: 

OrOer, I will not have it. You have been asked a simple question. 
Did you receive an-application for assistance and did you give 
any assistance? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Very good, Sir, I will reply to the question very briefly .I did not 
agree and it is Government's policy that we do not provide 
financial assistance for teams be they young, old, hockey, football, 
or anything else, to people other than those who Obtain admission 
into a tournament organised by an international goyerning body. 
There ,have been many teams leaving Gibraltar and they have not 
asked for financial assistance, 'they go because they want to go not 
because they have to go; 'Mr Speaker. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, the Minister has. not answered my queation.which is why 
he did•not give _a reply .for.•three.Aonths to a. written..application? 

.•. r• 
HON H J ZAMMITT,:: 

Mr Speaker, ,it is not so that .they:  did not get'a re-ply, I told the 
Chairman that the matter had to. be consiaerod. bY 6 Committee and 
the Committee was not formaliaed,as yet and therefoie his annual 
grant will be considered by the Committee in, conjunctiOn with the 
G.F.A. but certad.nly not for, a trip to America: 

HON 'P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, is it because the Minister was against the trip to 
America? 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I would like to inform the Member that I instigated the 
trip to AmericaL 

HON' P J ISOLA: 

MP ISpeakpr could 'I ask the Minister, in view of the fact that he 
instigated the trip to America, could I ask the Minister if he is 
not aware that apart feom a generous donation from a very generous 
firm who helped considerably, trade in Gibraltar helped con-
siderably, people, parents and so forth and does the Government not 
consider; that the tax payers would have willingly agreed.for a grant 
to be made by Goverment? 

MR SPEAliR: 

No, order. You have been given a straight answer which I think is 
a very clear answer. Government will not consider applications for 
teams representing Gibraltar and not sent by private institutions 
and 'individuals, it is as simple as that. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

May I then state on this side of the House that we thoroughly 
disagree with the policy of the Government that obviously does not 
encourage young people in Gibraltar to compete outside Gibraltar. 

HONW. T ,SCOTT-: 

Mr Speaker, I would like to say something to the Hon Minister.. It 
would appear, rising in value from 19T-) right up to 1980, from 2115 
to 2300 has been given annually particularly to the Gibraltar 
Junior Football League. So I understand from the Minister's answers 
there'is noquestIon of this year and in subsequent years of money 
being given 'directly to the G.j.F.L. I wonder, being consistent 
with the Minister's statement, I think it was in the estimates or 
debate on the budget, of his idea of introducing a Sports Council 
which. I understand has.not only not lbeen consituted but obViously 
has not triet,'why this (Iecision not to =give money to the G.J.F.L. 
has been taken because I would have thought that that was a 
decision to be taken by the Sports Council and not by the Minister. 

HON .H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I have to answer this'in two parts. Frstly, this 
policy decision was.not taken purely by Government it was a 
decision taken by the Committee appointed to consider financial 
assistance to sporting organisations, it was taken 2 years ago, and 
in fact, the G.J.F.L. was so informed that they 'had to apply to the 
governing body of, sport. That was riot Government but I don't 
think, Mr Speaker, that any'Government or any Minister or any member 
'to do as they wish, I am not trying to insinuate• anything wrong, 
without responsibility and that'iS where he who pays the piper calls 
the tune, Government lays its policy down and administers its money 
because it has to answer to the people as to how the money is spent. 
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HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, with due respect to the Hon Member, T. don't think he 
has really answered my question. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Yes, he has most'certainly answered your question. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

May I ask another one? 

MR SPEAKER: ,t 

I will tell you how he has answered your question. Re has said 
that a decision not to grant direct aid to the Gibraltar Junior 
Football League was taken by the Committee that considers grants 
and not by them guided by Government policy. That has been the 
answer. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask, Mr. Speaker, whether the Minister can assure us that the 
£300 for 197.2/80 were actually paid to the Gibraltar Junior 
Football League? 

HOIV H J ZAMMITT: 

Yes, Sir, 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 
• NO. 162 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, will Government reconsider its policy for charging fees 
to users of the Victoria Stadium? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Mr Speaker Government has given serious thought to the need to 
introduce charges for use of playing facilities at the Victoria 
Stadium as is done in Sports Centres in the United Kingdom. 

It is intended to introduce these charges on or about 1st October 
1980. Government does not consider it.necessary to reconsider its 
policy. I 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 162.  OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, can we have a more specific answer as to Government 
policy? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

They will have to pay for the facilities. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

The actual charges that are going to be levied and so forth? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No as yet, Mr Speaker. 

HON W.  T SCOTT.: 

When will Government be in a position to do this prior to October? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

• The moment the Sports Council is consituted we'will make that public, 
Sir. 

HON P J ISOLA:.  

Will the Government take the views of the Sports Council into 
account in relation to charging users? • 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

We will certainly listen to their views, Mr Speaker, and I think 
the falowing question which refers to the terms of reference of the 
Sports Committee will, of course, be sought but I would remind 
Members that in previous questions on this subject I have said that 
the then Sports Advisory Committee were certainly consulted. 
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MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Well, is the answer yes? 

17 7 80 

NO. 163 OF 1980 ORkL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, when does Government intend consituting the Sports 
Council and can Government state what its terms of reference will 
be? 

ANSWER • 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT" 

Mr Speaker, The Gibraltar Sports CoMmittee wi11 be constituted in 
the very near future. Its terms of reference. will - be:- 

(1) To advise the Government on the improvement of sporting 
facilities in Gibraltar generally. 

(ii) To receive and consider representations from sporting 
organisations in Gibraltar with a view to such improvements. 

(iii) To consider applications for financial assistance from 
sporting organisations. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 163.YOF ].980  

HON P J ISOLA; 
o.  

Will •it be part of the duties of the Sports Council to allocate 
funds provided by theGovernment.to sporting associations without

-41terference:from - the 'Mdnister2 —  

HON H' J ZAMMITT 

The Minister will be Chairing this Committee and as: it is-tax payers_ 
money-there will be Government policy .a.to the issuing of public 
funds. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, the._. Government will decide what funds are made 
available to the Council.but will the Colincil have the right to 
determine, as a Council, with the Minister having a vote, how those 
funds are allocated to sport otherwise it is a farce. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

. Yes, Mr Speaker, otherwise there would be no Committee, it would 
be the Minister alone. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Of course, Mr Speaker, part of the terms of reference is to con-
sider applications for financial assistance from sporting 
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HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, 'who will be'included in the Sports. Council? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the members of the Sports Committee, as is done in UK, 
have been invited to participate by myself, they have accepted, Sir, 
and the list is now in Secretariat with Establishment or the legal 
side in drafting the terms of reference. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Did the Minister say that the different associations have been 
invited to ssnd nominations? 

HON H J- ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, not send nominations, no, they are appointed by me. 
Members are appointed by the Minister for Sport as is done in UK. 
I would like to say, Sir, that every single member on that Committee 
is concerned one way or another and in some instances in more than 
one way with the functioning and the facilities afforded 
particularly at the Victoria Stadium. 

HON P J ISOLA:.  

Mr Speaker, is it not a fact that in the United Kingdom the Minister 
before appointing members to the Sports Council consults the 
associations involved and the sports involved as to the particular 
people they would like to see nominated to the Council, is that 
not the usual prodedure in all Government: Committees in the United 
Kingdom and in Gibraltar? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

According to a letter which a very prominent. Member of the D.P.B.G. 
wrote to the Sports Council, I think you will find that the 
Minister for Sport appoints and in fact it g6es further rand that 
is why I am not calling it, Sir, a Sports Council but a Sports 
Committee because in a Sports Council the members are not drawn 
from sporting organisations, they are absolutely independent and 
have nothing to do with sport. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is the Minister telling the House that he has, not had consultations 
with the different sporting associations in Gibraltar as to who 
should be nominated to the Sports Council, is that what he is 
telling us? 

HON 114 ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I am not saying that I have not had consultation with the 
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Sports Associations. I had consultations with the then Sports 
Advisory Committee on which there was a representative of every 
single association. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

But does' not the Minister consider that it is the wrong footing to 
get a new Sports Committee going if all he is doing is getting 
advice from the previous one? Does he not consider it desirable 
and eminently reasonable that he should have consulted the various 
sorting associations who are involved in sport today as to the 
sort of people they would like to see on this Committee br is this 
going to be another dictatorship?` 

HON H J ZAEMITT: 

Mr Speaker, as I said earlier on every single member of the now 
defunct Sports Advisory Committee represented an association and 
in some cases more than one association. They have all been 
consulted Mr Speaker. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask then what is the purpose of a new Committee 
when all he has done is conslilt the defunct Committee? 

MR SPEAKER:- 

No, next question. 

ti 
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17 7 80 

ORAL NO. 164 OF 1980 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, has Government now considered other seating arrangements 
for the Victoria Stadium whichwould be less susceptible to 
vandalism? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Yes, Sir, Government has already considered altesrnative seating 
for the Grand Stand at the Victoria Stadium.. It is thought that 

.wooden benches would be less susceptible to vandalism. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 164 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, when will these wooden benches be provided? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr.Speaker, the question is, has Government considered and the 
answer is we have considered, it is certainly not in this year's 
estimates. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Does the Minister not agree that these benchec should be operational 
before. you start charging people for using the facilities at the 
Victoria Stadium? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, probably if we would have charged for the facilities we-would 
- have found that vandalism at the Stadium wouldn't be so severe. . 

MR SPEARER: 

Next Question. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

17 7 80 
ORAL NO. 165*OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, what reduction in. rents were made in the Rosia Dale 
development to compensate for floor tiles not having been laid? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

Sip, rents are assessed on living area and no reduction in rents, has 
bebn made because these floors were not covered with tiles. 
Notwithstanding this, Rosia Dale rents are still subsidised. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 165 OF 1980  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, that is indirect contradiction with what the Minister 
for Public Works replied.to  me in March, when he said  

MR SPEAKER: 

Which question? 

It is question No 74 of 1980 on the question of the tiles. When I 
asked the Minister what sort of differential in rent he was talking 
about, he was talking about compensation depending on the means of 
tenants but to some extent the tenants is compensated in the rent_ 

MR SPEAKER: 

Yes, but I think that referred:to bedsitters 

HON G T RESTANO: 

,To those that had not had floor tiles. 

MR SPEAKER: 

"An exception to the above condition was made by Government in the • 
case of bedsitters where the question of hardship was taken into 
account." \ 

HON G T RESTANO: 

It referred to thOse flats. which had not had floor tiles laid and 
the Minister said that "the tenant is compensated in the rent that 
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is charged which is probably a little lower without tiles". Now 
the Minister for Housing says that there is no difference, can I 
know who is accurate and who is not accurate? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I t, . think, Mr Speaker, one cannot take in isolation a sentence What 
wad said generally there was that the added increase of cost in 
laying tiles and I seem to remember that we had explained that our 
experience was that where we had laid grey tiles, people wanted 
pink tiles, where we had laid pink tiles people wanted grey tiles. 
Liiring area is how Government assesses its rent, not whether we 
have wooden roofs or tiles or carpet or lino. 

HON G T RESTAND: 

Again a complete contradiction from the other Minister who said 
that ithe rent is based to some extent on the actual cost of 
6onstruction". I still want to know, Mr Speaker, whether in fact 
what I was told last time was correct ie.. that the rent is 
probably a little lower without tiles or whether it is not correct 
which is what the Minister for Housing is now saying. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think one must assume that it is loWer due to the fact that the 
cost of construction is less. 

HON G T RESTANOt 

Mr Speaker, some of those flats I think were not tiled and some 
were. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, none of them were tiled. 

MR SPEAKER: 
• 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO. 166  OF 12§2 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, how long has the barrier in Cornwall's Lane been up 
and given the fact that this is one of the busiest intersections 
of our City, can Government say when this lane will enjoy a free 
flow of traffic?. 

ANSI/MR 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Mr Speaker, Sir, on the 15 February, 1980, the Public Health 
Department informed the occupies of 9 Cornwall's Lane that there 
was a danger of falling masonry due to a faulty roof. On the 9 
April, Public Health Department sent a warning letter to the 
occupiers to carry out repairs. They failed to carry out such 
repairs and they were summonsed. The Company was fined £20 on the 
il July 1980. and the Court ordered that repairs be carried out 
within 45 days. 

Traffic is flowing along that part of Cornwall's lane. 

The- scaffolding is 23 feet long. The width of the road left for 
the flow of traffic is 7'9".  at one end and 6'8" at the other end. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.166 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

It does not give much room if there is a pedestrian as well as a 
car, does it, Mr Speaker, to go through? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next queation. 

, •• 
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NO. 167 OF 1980 

17 7 8o 

ORAL 

HIEg HON A..T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, will Government state whether they are satisfied with 
the Traffic (Motor Vehicles) (Construction and Use) Regulations or 
does Government not agree that these Regulations should be revised 
to /bring them u1)_to date with United Kingdom and European standards? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT.  

Mr Speaker, Sir the revision or  certain aspects of the Traffic 
"(Motor Vehicles) (Construction 'and. Use) Regulations is currently 
under consideration. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TO QUESTION NO. 167 .OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES:.  

Mr Speaker, for how long has this been under consideration? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I don't know, I wouldn't like to give a particular date, about a 
.year or so. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, is the Minister aware that the changes in European and 
English Regulations took place about 8 years. ago? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I don't know Mr Speaker, that in Europe it was changed.8 years ago. 
I cannot even recall if Britain was in the Common Market 8 years 
ago. Normally we are in line with UK not with Europe. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

There are EEC directives on the matter and I. know of one which states 
that the exhause cylinder should be pointing down to the ground 
which is what they've discovered is the best for pollution dispersant 
as opposed to pointing to the rear and a measure to change something 
like that doesn't that take 8 years surely, Sir? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the question was very wide and one didn't know exactly 
what particular section or requirements the Questioner had in mind. 
The traffic (Motor Vheicles) (Construction and Use) Regulations 
deals with bits and pieces of a motor vehicle to its actual disposal 
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Next question. 

And removal. It is quite extensive, Mr Speaker, and therefore it 
was impossible to be able to decipher with clarity what the 
Honourable Member wanted answered. I can assure the Honourable 
Member that, of course, we are 'looking at the-se things, such as 
falling in line with European requirements. 

MR SPEAKER: 
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17 7 80 

ORAL NO. 168 OF 1980 

1 / 
Car Government 'explain the shortage of 12p stamps and why these can 
no longed be purchased over the counter? 

ANSWER  

l• THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism.and Postal 
1 i • Services) 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the shortage of 12p stamps was foreseen by 
Government, but taking into account that a review of postal charges 
will become operative on 1 August 1980, it was considered advisable 
not to order a reprint of these stamps which would not only have 
ci-eated additional and unnecessary expenditure but could also have 
an adverse effect among collectors. 

Limited quantities of 12p stamps may still be obtained over the 
counter. I propose to make a statement about the review of charges 
later in the proceedings, Mr Speaker. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TO QUESTION NO 168 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask in connection with the review of charges that the 
Honourable Member is going to make, will there be stamps available 
for those charges, over the counter? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I think it is implicit that we haven't got 12p it is 
because we have made provision' for the necessary increase. 

MA SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

TUE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 
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17 7 80 
NO. 169 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, have. any approaches been made by Government to any 
Associations to arrange Fun Fairs this summer? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and Postal 
Services) 

No, Sir, but as I said in answer to Question No.67 of 1980 at the 
meeting of the House on 25 March, 1980, Government would he1j any 
organised festival as was done last year. Indeed, the sum of 
£3,000 was granted towards the organisation of the Gibraltar Song 
Festival held last May. 
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• 17 7 80 
NO. 170 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Mr Speaker, has Government any immediate plans of providing 
facilities for tourists arriving on Cruise Liners at North Mole and 
if so then what type of facilities are envisaged? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and Postal 
Services) 

No, Sir, Government has no immediate plans for providing such 
facilities. I would, however, like to refer to my anser to a 
imilar question (No 69 of 1980) at the meeting of the House on 

2)5 March, 1980. 

This matter will be considered in conjunction with the Port 
Development Study now being conducted. 

• • .0.:; • 
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17 7 80 

ORAL 

TIDE HON A J HAYNES' 

 

1 
Si.., wild. Gover ment do something about the sewers in Camp Bay which 
se m to emit dangerous and unhealthy smells throughout the area? 

ANSWER 

THE HONE THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, during desi.lting works on the Main Sewer in the Camp Bay/Rosia, 
it was necessary to leave certain manholes open to allow ventilation 
of the sewer before work can commence. These works have. now been 
suspended until the Autumn. This is the procedure followed in 
previous; years. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.171 OF .1980 

HON P J 

Mr Speaker this smell is present at the moment. Is the Government 
doing anything about it, just closing the sewers up and that is it? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

As far as: I know there is no smell at the moment but I will look 
into it if you assure me there is. 

81



NO. 172 OF 1980 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Is it a fact tliat some public toilets in the City have been closed 
do n ancj what is the reason for this?.  

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, one public toilet, by the Theatre Royal, has been closed. 
This toilet required almost complete re-building and it was felt 
that thd use made of it by the public did not justigy the expense 
plus the added annual cost of en attendant. 

SUPPLEMITARY TO QUESTION NO.172 OF 1980  

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Is the Minister aware that will the possible influx of thousandsof 
visitors there would be in need for such facilities if the visitors 
are going to think highly of Gibraltar? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: - 

There are plenty of toilets at the Piazza and the distance is not 
all that far. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

So the Minister feels that there are enough toilet facilities even 
if the visitor population of Gibraltar is increased to the number 
that the Government seems to foresee? 

HON M K FEATHERSONTE: 

I know when one is hard pressed one would like a toilet at every 
street corner but I think the number of toilets in Gibraltar is 
quite adequate and possibly greater than in the United Kingdom. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO.• 173 OF 1980 
17 7 80 

ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Is Government taking any action to put right and repair the great 
numberof pot holes all 'over Gibraltar especially in Main Street? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sip, sections of Main Street - have already been resurfaced and 
fu Cher sections are programmed once certain paving and kerbing 
works are completed. In the meantime these areas are regularly 
patched until the complete resurfacing works can be undertaken. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION No. 173 OF.1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Is the Minister satisfied with the progress of patching and 
resurfacing? 

HON Ma FEATHERSTONE: 

I know the roads section tries. to keep up with this, sometimes-we 
are rather short of manpower but we are keeping it as much under 
control as we can. 

.HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Is the Minister satisfied with productivity and not just manpower? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir. 

• 
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17 7 80 

NO 174 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Can Government state whether the Public Works Department Garage is 
now completed haying regard to the statement made in the House by 
the Minister in March, 1980? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, work on this Contract is not yet complete. The Contractor 
has suffered delays in supply of materials from UK, and has also 
had difficulties in obtaining Craftsmen. 

There have been certain extensions to the contract in a number of 
items - outside toilet, extra windows/ventilation, compressed air 
line - at the request of Union representative. These have caused 
further delay. 

It is now hoped that the main handover will take place in August. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 174 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

When, if the Minister can answer this question will demolition start? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The demolition of the other one will take place as soon as the 
equipment in the old garage has been transferred to the new one, 
this should take apprOximately- 6 to 8 weeks. 
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177 80 

NO 17,5. 0F  1980. ORAL 

THE HON  P J ISOLA 

Sir,. In view of the fact that Spring has now passed can Government 
explain why no work has commenced on the roofs at the Varyl Begg 
Estate and when.  does Government now etpect that work will commence. 
and has Government yet appointed contractors to do such work? 

ANSWER 

THE HON  THE MINISTER  FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, plans and specifications for the construction of pitched roofs 
at the Varyl Begg Estate have been completed, and the Government 
has been advised on their cost.. Up to date schedules of 
consequential damage to and other defects in the buildings have 
also been supplied to the consultant, except in the case of a 
small number of apartments to which, as yet, my department has been 
unable to obtain access because of the absence of the tenants when 
calls have been made. The Government's consultants and contractors 
have been and are conferring on the costs of and programme for the 
construction of the pitched roofs. Steps have been taken to 
expedite delivery of materials. The Government has not appointed 
a new contractor. 

These matters have taken longer than was anticipated. I am no yet 
in a position to give a specific date for commencement of work at 
the estate. Although the matter has proceeded more slowly than 
Government would have wished, progress is being made. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 175 OF 1980 

MR SPEAKER: 

May I remind Hon Members that there is a motion on this subject 
and we must not anticipate. I am, of course;.not saying .that no 
supplementaries should be asked. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I am not going to anticipate the motion Mr Speaker but does the 
Minister not realise that he is not really answering my question 
having regard to what was said by the lion and Learned Attorney-
General in March, what was said by the Government itself in 
January and what was said by the Government itself in December 
in public statements. Why is it that the Government is still not 
in a position to commence works on the pitched roofs despite the 
assurances it gave in December, January and March? 

HON M K FEATHERaiONE: 

I think, Sir, as I already said, the matter has proceeded more 
slowly than Government would have wished. This has not been 
entirely in Government's hands it has been in the hands of the 
consultants and the contractors and it has not gone as fast as we 
jvould'have wished but. progress is being lade. 
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2. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

If ,this !is the case can the Minister state why these assurances 
ha e beeh Wien' in this House and is he not making a mockery of the 
Ho se, if assurances are made about when work will commence and 
th n n.otlI even contractors have been appointed? Who is going to do 
th workl, can the Minister say that? 

HON M K
6
EATHERSTONE: 

&ir, it Is not a question of making a. mockery of the House, far be 
it for Me to ever indulge in such a sort of thing, but Z do think, 
Sir, that we aremaking,rathera mockery of the procedure of the 
House if we are going to anticipate at question time everything 
that is 'going to be said in the debate. 

MP SPEAKER: 

No, you 'are being asked a straight-forward question. As the House 
has been given .assurance on different occasions, why have these 
assurances not materialised.. 

HON M K FEATBERSONTE: 

The assurance's were madd in good faith on the. information supplied 
to Government at the times If that information has subsequently 
proved wrong it is not really to/laid at Government's door. 

be 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can the Minister, if he' is to defend his assertion of good faith, 
can the Minister tell this House :today July the 17th, not who is 
ging to pay for the work but who is actually going to do the work 
on the pitched roofs? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I would think, Sir, that-  the way' alI negotiations are going it is. 
going to be the contractor who originally did the roofs wrongly. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speakers  is the position then that the Government will not 
proceed with the work on the pitched roofs until the question of 
liability has been worked out? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No Sir. 
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f' 
HON P J ISOLA: 

Well, if that i the case, Mr- Speaker, what stopped the contractor 
sertihg work 7oday, can the Minister. tell us that? 

I

HO M K FEATHERSONE: 

There has to be before the contractor is given the 100% go-ahead 
at least agreement between the consultants and the contractors on 
what the cost is going to be otherwise you are giving a blank 
cheque to a contractor. I think at the moment there is some 
difference, between the consultants' estimate of the cost and the 
contractors' estimate. 

HON P JIISOLA: 

Does thgt mean, Sir, that the Government still doesn't know despite 
satements it has made to this effect in the House, still doesn't 
know the cost of the remedial measures that have to be carried out? 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Can Government, after making this assertion that the time limit was 
made in good faith, can he explain how they expected to start 
in June without appointing contractors, whether the information was 
investigated fUlly to make- sure that it was not just a white 
elephant? How can they defend that position? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Very simply, Sir, If you have a consitant and you are speaking to 
him in February or January and you say"what has got to be done 
before we can start work?' and he says; "We have to do the drawings, 
we have to cost them and we have to agree the cost with the 
contractors", and you say to the consultant; "And how long will 
this take?" and he says; "three months", then you accept his word 
and if, in fact, it turns out to be 6 months you have accepted his 
word in good faith and have passed that information on. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, may I ask what was the reason for the delay? 

MR SPEAKER: 

It has been given. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

The Minister says that the reason,was beyond his control,what was 
the reason? 
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14. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I hin ;the reason. has been that the. preparations of the working 
dr wings and the calculations of the cost has taken longer than • 
wa anticipated.. 

HO 

Wereni tiwe given in March 
had been finished? 

I I 
HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think !in March this year we were still talking. that it had to 
be cost€d. 

HON P't1- 1SOLA: 

The Attorney-General did say that the plans and specifications had 
been prepared and were in the process of being costedi that is 
what he said. 

MR ansAIER: 

Next question., 

A JiHAYNES: 

of this year an assurance that the plans 
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17 7 80 

NO 176 OF 1980. ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Mr Speakler, ca./7. Government state what progress, if any, has been 
ma e in the.apportionment of liability in respect of the remedial 
me sure that have to be carried out to Varyl Begg Estate and is 
Go ernm nt in a position to state the total cost of these remedial 
me sures? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Mr Speaker, as stated in answer to question No.175, the Government 
has been advised on the cost of erecting pitched roofs at the 
Estate aind schedules of known consequential damage and other 
defects ;are with the consultants fcr advice. These matters are 
being discussed between the consultant/the contractor. The 
apportiOnment of costs for the remedial measure has not yet be..e.n 
determined and the Government is not ready at this stage to state 
the total cost of the remedial measures. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 176 OF 1980  

HON P J ISOLA: 

Am i right in thinking then, Mr Speaker, that work is not likely to 
commence until liability has been apportioned.and the total cost of 
these remedial measures have been agreed with the contractors who, 
are an interested party in the negotiations, is that the position? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL: 

No, Sir. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Well, can the Hon and Learned Attorney-General tell us whether there 
has been any agreement of any kind, in principle,'to,any 
apportionment of liability since this started in 1976? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL: 

.The matter ls in the course of-without prejudice .consultations 
between the consultants and the contractors and at this stage I 
cannot comment further on the apportionment of liability. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can the Hon and Learned Attorney-General say how Government proposes 
to commence work on the remedial measures without apportionement . 
hOring taken place? Has Government got ideas on this? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL: 

On'e will have to wait for the outcome of the exact total costs 
which are assessed. 
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No, Sir, there is a continued without-prejudice negotionations goihg 
on•allthe time. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

2. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

But is the. Hon and Learned Attorney-Genral aware that his 
predecessor in 'this House in March told us that work would commence 
in June? Is it not a fact, therefore, the Government is no more 
re$.dy td commence work in June than it was in March than it was 
in Janu -ry than it was in December; and when will it be ready to 
commence work? - 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL: 

The Hon ,the Minister forPublic Works has explained how in good 
faith one gives dates on the information given to one by, • 
consultants. The consultants'estimated time has not proved good 
but that really is no fault of ours. 

HON P JiISOLA: 

Is-it the position.that now that the: electoral pressures are over, 
we are back to the good old. days as far as Varyl Begg EState of 
talk and talk,and,taIk and no action? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL: 

Can the .Hon and Learned Attorney General identify to the House the 
. period of.time since these without prejudice negotiations': 

commenced? 

HON'ATTORNEY GENERAL: 

Not exactly.. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is it not a fact that he goes back some four years and does 
.Government not. consider this an inordinate time to delay procedures? 

• 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL: 

No, Sir. 
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17780 

NO 177 OF  1980 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

ORAL 

Will Government look into the possibility of planting some areas in 
the Glacis Estate in consultation with the Tenants' Association 
in order to improve the appearance of the Estate? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS. 

Some areas of Glacis Estate along Winston Churchill Avenue have 
already been planted this year though unfortunately some of these 
plants have since been vandalised. The possibility of planting 
other areas within the estate Ilas been discussed with the Tenants' 
Association and is scheduled to be done progressively in the coming 
months. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION N0.177 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say once the areas are planted does 
the Government retain responsibility for the upkeep of the areas 
or is this sometling that the tenants are expected to do? 

HON M K FEATHERSONTE: 

Sir, the Government will maintain the responsibility but, of course, 
they would request the Tenants' Associations to help as much as 
possible to see they are not vandalised etc. 
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17.7 80 

ORAL ,NO 178  OF 1980 

THE HON J BOSSANO  
1 

Government/state whether the bedsitters at Prince Edward's 
d are on schedule and if not the reason for the delay? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the contract at Prince Edward's Road should have been 
in the first week of December 1979. 

The contract is now estimated to be completed by the first 
October 11980 - 42 weeks after 6riginal completion date. 

The contractor for the site is Whetlings (Oversees) ltd..  

completed 

week of 

Of these L.2 weeks' delay the contractor has been awarded exten-
sions of time amounting to 29 weeks 14. days. This has been 
awarded for factors outside the Control of the contractor. These 
are as follows: 

Water main and Sewer diversion which had not 
been anticipated. 7 weeks 

Redesign of foundations due to unforeseen 
soil conditions 14 weeks 

The remaining 7 weeks 74 days have been due to such factors as 
- inclement weather 

- Diversion of Electricity mains 

- Additional work to North Gable 

- delay in gaining access to rear of site 

- Deeper excavations required , 

- Delay in supplying setting out drawings. 
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17 7 80 

NO 179 OF  1980 -ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Sir, is Government now in a position to inform this House as to 
when the final treatment to the Tower Blocks will be applied and 
the cost thereof? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, the matter is now being thoroughly investigates and it is 
hoped that specialised treatment to the Tower Blocks will commence 
in 1983. The cost at present is not known. 

• SUPPLEMENTARY TO_OESTION NO 179 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT:. 

May I ask the- Minister, Mr Speaker, why take as long as 
1983 before any effective measures will be taken? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

We are not quite sure yet which method  will be done but the schedule 
actually is that two floors will be done possibly next year in the 
materials that should be approved. This will then be given one 
winter to see how it works. If that is satisfactory then a whole 
face will be done the following year and if that is satisfactory 
then the whole of the Tower Blocks will be done in the third year. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I would have thought, Mr Speaker, that the Government having 
solicited the advice of three specialist firms in this, would 
have been able to have come up with a solution without necessarily 
waiting further until such time as a field test can be carried out 
on two floors. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

We are at present in contact with the Building Research Establish—
ment analysing various solutions to the problem which have been 
put forward by firms specialising in the treatment of rain 
penetration. We have already sent one of our engineers to England 
and Scotland to view areas, Tower Blocks in partitular, which have 
been so treated and the result has_not been what one might call 
100% but they are being evaluated and we will then eventually come 
to the decision as to which method we will try in. Gibraltar, but 
it has been suggested by the specialist firms themselves that it 
should be done in the three stages that I have mentioned. We have 
applied Flinkcote to the Tower Blocks so they should be reasonably 
good until 1983 anyway. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

When does the Government expect that it will have a projected 
final cost for this operation?. 
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2. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I would think that with the different analyses being done by the 
building cost when we determine on a specific firm we will then 
know what it is, I should hope within 3 to 4 months. 

HON G T RESTAND-: 

Mr Speaker, did not the Minister estimate the cost at Lim per 
block? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, I (9,id say Lim, in fact, one,of the firms that, did supply an 
estimate to us gave us somewhat arond that figure but since we are 
projecting until 1983,.I don't want to be too accurate. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

In other words, because the works are not being done soon, if the 
estimate of Sam per block about 18 months ago stated by the 
Minister was a correct figure we may well be getting into £21m per 
block if we leave it until 1983. Would the Minister say whether 
this is a correct estimation or not? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I would think that would be an over exaggeration, Sir. The 
estimates that we have got at the moment from one firm, and I've 
mentioned there are two other firms in it, was a period up to 
1983 and it came to just over £lm including the whole of- ihe 
futdre projection but of course the other firms may come up with 
different figures. 

HON G T RESTANO1 

I think it is veryimportant. That £1m quotation was estimated 
until 1983? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, it, was thought that the three stages put together would total 
something just over 

HON G T RESTNO:' 

With the work Commencing when, Mr Speaker? 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

With some of the work commencing on two floors next year, a whole 
face the following year and the rest in 1983. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO  180 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

. ,  
Can Government now say whether it is prepared to lay the first six 
months accounts of the Gibraltar Quarry Company Limited)on the 
table for the information of Members? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Yes Sir, after perusal by the Board of Directors, the accounts 
will be presented 9.-t the next Fleeting of the House of Assembly. 
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NO 181 OF 1980 

17 7'80 

ORAL 

THE  HON W T SCOTT  
1 

Is Government how in a position to determine whether water of good 
quality can be economically abstracted from deep drilling operations2 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, drilling operations at the last exploratory borehole were 
completed on Saturday 12 July 1980. 

In order to determine accurately whether water of good quality can 
be economically abstracted fral thos exploratory drilling sites 
where w4-ter has been found, it is necessary to carry out prolonged 
pumping ;tests over at least a year to cover all seasonal variations 
in water level and quality. Catchment studies will also be carried 
out during this time in order to ascertain the rate at which the 
aquifer,is replenished. 

So far tests show that the water obtained has double the maximum 
permissible amount of salt and can, therefore, only be used for 
blending. 
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17 7.80 

NO  182 OF 1980 ORAL 

j. THE HON W  T SCOTT  

Si car Government state what is the position with regard to the 
.wa eP cisterns/at both Coelho House and Anderson House? 

ANSWER  

TIE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
[ 

Sir, the position of the water cisterns at Coelho House and 
Anderson House is as follows:- 

COELHO HOUSE 

In the course of converting wash--house into bedsitters four years 
ago, it !was found necessary to discontinue the water supply 
service Ifrom the underground water tank. 

ANDERSON HOUSE 

The water cistern at Anderson. House has to be emptied and cleaned. 
There is a backlog on this type of work and Anderson House is now 
4th on the priority list. 
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17 7 80 

NO 18 OF 1980 ORAL 

=MN W T SCOTT  

 

  

wi 1 Government consider the installation of a communal 
aerial ystem at Coelho House and Anderson House? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, the installation of communal TV aerial system at Coelho House 
and Anderson House has been studied in depth and is not considered 
practical. 

SUPPLEY26TARY TO QUESTION NO.163 OF 1980 

HON W T1SCOTT: 

Is Government aware of the particular nabure of the housing units 
at both Coelho House and Anderson House where the tenants are 
access to the roof thereby not making television aerial installa-
tions available to them? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, Government is aware of that but it is still possible to 
put television aerials outside windows etc as has been done in 
many other blocks. I would also mention that in areas where we 
do have communal aerials, firstly, they don't give very good 
results, secondly, people afterwards go and put their own aerials 
to get second channels, Morocco, VHF and what have you. 
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17 7 80 

NO 184 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government state what roads have been resurfaced since 
February/March of this year? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the following roads have been resurfaced since February 1980. 

Corral Road art) 
Main Street (Cathedral Square to Convent) 
Cross of Sacrifice 
New Marina Ring-Road 
Car Part at Eastern Beach 
Over 800 tons of asphalt have been manufactured and laid by hand. 
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17 7 80 

NO. 185 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Sir will' Government confirm that sand is still being imported into 
Gi raltdr and does Government not think that the extent of the 
or ginally planned winning of sand from the Upper Rock as under-
ta en b the Gibaraltar Quarry Company Limited, a public Company, 
fa is s ort of the targets envisaged? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Yes, Sir, 'sand is still being imported. I would remind .the Hon 
Member that in a statement in the House I said that the Gibraltar 
Quarry Company would not have b. monopoly in this commodity. 

To the second part of the question, it is agreed that the extent 
of the *and obtained at present falls short of the targets 
envisaged. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 185 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

What measures does Government propose to take to ensure that the 
production of sand does not fall.short of that originally envisaged? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, Government is dealing with the consultants with a view to a 
satisfactory solution that would then enable to Quarry Company to 
carry out operations as envisaged by the consultants in their 
original report. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

For how long has this on-going consultanov been taking place since 
. the original construction of that sand winning plant? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

think the basic position is that the Quarry Company expected to 
be handed over a going concern. That has not yet taken place 
and the consultants are still investigating to see how they can 
make it give the results that they had originally promised. 

HON MAJOR R J PET,IZA: 

Can the Minister state where the fault lies, why it is that the 
system doesn't seem to be working? 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Where the fault lies basically is that the sand does not come 
from top to bottom down' the chute. It seems to be the impression 
of Government that the consultants did not investigate the 
situation sufficiently before they proposed the chute in the 
position and at the angles at which it has been erected. 

BON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Will the consultants therefore have to foot the bill for the extra 
work and delay in the availability of the sand? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I have been in touch with the Attorney-General who informs me that 
,it is very possible that we will have to sue the consultants in 
due course. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Will the matter be, dealt with a little bit faster than the Varyl 
Begg affair? 

BON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I sincerely hope so. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO 186 OF'1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

'Mr Speaker, can Government give.  an  assurance to this House that 
the area known as the wasteground at Laguna Estate will not be 
used for a car or coach barking if and when the frontier opens? 

1qTENER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORXS  

Sir, the question whether the waste ground at Laguna Estate is to 
ble used as a coach parking area is still under consideration by . 
Government. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION No.o.86 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Why does it take so long to consider these matters? I would have 
thought it was a fairly simple issue. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, the issue is so simple that' the' friends across the way 
have not yet decided when they are going, to open the gates so that 
we will know how many coaches are actually going to come in. When 
they do ,make up their minds, if they ever do, and if the gates 
actually do open and the number of coaches coming in can be 
calculated• and ascertained then Government will be in a. stronger 
position to say; "Yes, there is' need of this area for a coaching 
car park, or no, there is no need for it". 

HON P. J ISOLA; 

Is the position then that whether it is used for coach parking or 
not will depend on whether coaches come in and is that not begging 
the question that that area should not be used for parking but 
should be used for leisure purposes? 

HON M K FEATIMRSTONE: 

I think the Hon Member is quite right when he says that it is a'  
question of whether coaches come in or not, yes indeed, it is the 
question. 

'lION P J ISOLA: 

Bo..is the-  pobitiOn of the Government that'if.coaches come in the 
:t1r6a will be used'for parking? 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Not necessarily. •One needs to know how many coaches are going to 
come in. - If only a very small quantity come in that can be 
accommodated somewhere else then. otrviously another place may be 
found for them but if, as has been anticipated by some people, the 
number of coaches may be in the range Of twenty to thirty per day 
then that would seem to be a prime area fbr this.. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

In other words-what the Government is saying is that if the coaches 
come into Gibraltar that area will be used as parking.• • 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think the Government has said that when they are in a position 
to gauge the requirements for parking areas for coaches then they 
will have to take a decision as to whether to use this particular 
area for parking. 

HON M K ilhATHERSTONE: 

Sir, there are a number of considerations if the frontier were to 
open and a quantity of coaches were to come in. The first 
consideration, of course, is that one doesn't want to be very 
unco-operative and say coaches have got to park themselves so far 
away that people have to walk an inordinate distance to get into.  
town. On the same terms one doesn't wlat the coaches to come 
right into the town area where theywill create considerable 
traffic and other problems so one.has to find a. happy medium to 
the two situations. This area does seem to be one of the more 
suitable areas that might be available but until such coaches do 
come Government does not yet wish to make its mind up definitely 
that that area will become a coach parking area., 

HON P J ISOLA: 

It is not clear from the line of answer of the Minister that the 
Government will use it as a parking area and cannot Government 
consider the idea of the coaches trtvelling along Queensway and 
dropping passengers near the town, and then carrying on to Rosia 
and park there, what is the problem there? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

This is one of the considerations that has been put but it has been 
very strongly felt by all the authorities that to-have coaches 
going past Waterport Fountain, going along Queensway which is going 
to be a very congested road, much more congested than it is already 
and it is already reasonably congested, and to go all the way to 
Roasia, will be an extremely difficult thing to do and should be 
avoided if possible. If the Honourable Member will assure me that 
twen-fy-five coaches will be coming then Government would be in a 
quicker position to make itsmind.up but until they do come the 
situation must remain under canaideratlon. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Will the Government bear in mind that there is extremely strong 
feelingsl, justifiably so, that present leisure areas in the 
c#munity of Gibraltar should not be in any way diminished for this 
pOposeleven if as a result there may be a certain amount of 
inonve4ience to certain authorities or others, that the governing 
factor. in Governments' mind should be not to give up the leisure 
spaces Which are open_ and easy to convert but do a bit of 
th!inkint and determine to use other spaces? 

HON M KiFEATHERSTONE: 

I think one of the things thati is motivating the Government's mind 
is the ,thole question of the economical and political survival of 
Gibraltar and all things have to be taken into account not just one 
point which is quite a valid point that• the Hon Member mentions. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Will the Government bear in mind that the economic, social and 
political survivial of Gibraltar depends fundamentally on the 
provision of reasonable leisure areas and social areas for the 
people of Gibraltar within Gibraltar? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Let us not expand the orbit of the question. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Doesn't Governme2f consider it highly undesirable to have a c.oach 
park in the middle of a housing estate? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I wouldn't say that it is in the middle of a housing estate and I 
Often wonder to myself that if before that area had become a 
tentative adventure playground it had been thrown open as a general 
car parking area whether it would not have been filled by cars 
possibly by the very residents of that estate. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, that seems to be a question answered by another question 
because the Mini§ter is asking what would have happened if, but 
I am saying that that site is surrounded, is in the middle of a 
building estate, in fact, two building estates, it has the 
Glacis on the one side and the Laguna on the other side with the 
road in between, and if thatis not in the middle of two housing 
estates, and I repeat the question, does the Government not 
consider that it is highly undesirable to have coach parks in the 
middle of housing' estates? 
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HON M K PEATHEM3TONE: 

'perhaps it might be less desirable to have the same coaches going 
all the way through town, disturbing every area of town that they 
would go past on their way to Rosia. 

• HON G T RE STAND 

Well, may I ask, Mr Speaker, what disturbance there would be for 
these'coaches to go down Queensway? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, we are not going to go into that. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

!Mr Speaker, I would like to ask another one relating to my 
Honourable Colleague on my right and that is if it might not be 
in the middle of a housing estate, surely, it is-adjacent to a 
Junior and Middle school? 

HON A T 

Mr Speaker, before we carry.  on. I. am rather worried that it has 
taken the Spanish Government 11 years up to now to decide to:open 
the' frontier if i.Ltakes another 11 years will this wasteground 

.not be put te_,  any use at all •fOr 11 years? 

MR SPEAKFR: 

That is another question. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, I don't think my question has been answered. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I thought it was a rhetorical question and I wasn't taking any 
further notice of it. 

• HON W T SCOTT: 
. , 

Could I ask it again, Mr Speaker? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, I don't think you are going to get an answer. 
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17 7 80 

NO 187 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, when was the plastic grass removed from outside the 
Health Centre, and does Government intend doing anything to 
embellish this area? 

ANSWER' 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sf.r, the Plastic grass was remove just over a year ago. Government.  
intends to landscape the area in question. Work is already in.hand 
on the renewal of the adjoining pavement. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 187 OF 1980  

HON A T LODDO: 

1Mr Speaker, seeing that the project is under way, could I make a 
suggestian,.and that is that some park benches be provided along 
that place considering that it is the entrance to town? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The suggestion, is fully taken up, Sir, and we will look into it. 
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17.7 80 

NO. 188 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RE STAND 

Mr Speakers  will Government give the figures and cost for water 
production from available sources for the months of March 1980, 
to June, 1980, and state what the stocks were on the 30 June? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

MONTH MARCH 1980 
PRODUCTION 

3 
M 

APRIL 1980 
PRODUCTION 
 3 

M 

MAY 1980 
PRODUCTION 

3 
M 

• 

JUNE 1980 
PRODUCTION 

3 
M 

Rainfall 

Wells 

N F Distiller 

VTE Distiller 

Imported 

.  

1.131 

14053 

9858 

Annual 
Maintenance 

13865 ' 

2766 
. • 

11633 

15875 

5044 

13115 

• 

6784 

9130 

8947 

23444 

19634 

513 

8658 

• Annual 
Maintenance 
31005 

34215 

Stocks of PotabJ.o Water on 30 June 198.0 stood at 56,593 cubic 
metres (12.45 million gallOns). 

There is no change in the estimated operating costs for water 
production from those given in answer to question No 92 of 1980. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.188 OF 1980  

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member -say why there seems to be an 
improvement in the production of the VTE Distiller? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

There has been a very considerable improvement in the production of 
the VTE Distiller which is now working at any where between 75% 
and 85o of its rated efficiency. This, I think, has been due to 
efforts of the engineers and all the staff at the VTE Distiller in 
effedling a number of modifications and I think they should be 
congratulated for their good work. 
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MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

N0.189  OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A  T LODDO  

.Mr Speaker is.Government aware that all public clocks are either 
in need of refurbishing or not keeping proper time or both and 
does Government propose-to do anything about this? 

-ANSWER 

THE HON THE  MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Piublic clocks are wound twice weekly by Public Works personnel. 
The clocks at Market Place had not been wound recently as the 
special ladder used was broken and a replacement was being 
obtained. However, the clockqlas now been wound with the 
assistance of ladders provided by the City Fire Brigade. 

The maintenance of public cloCks is carried out by a private 
,firm and we are advised that with the exception of the Market 
1 Place clock, the rest are keeping proper time. Now that it has 
been wound, this clock, the rest are keeping proper time. Now 
that it has been wound, this clock should also keep good time. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.189 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, I will assure the Minister that the clock of the 
House of Assembly Building is 3 minutes slow; that the clock at 
Moorish Castle, which has 3 faces and not 4, is not only 5 
minutes fa:st but you can't read the numbers on the clock face 
and the clocx at. the Market Place might now be keeping time 
but the hands of the clock resemble those of a windmill more 
than those of a clock unless they were straightened out at the 
same tiiue that the clock was wound up. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Well, Sir, if the 3 minutes slow are added to the 5 minutes fast 
pherhaps they will compensate. I will inform the firm that 
checks this to see if they can get them to keep exactly the 
time as given by our good lady in the Telephone Department and 
I will try to see that the Castle clock's hands are made a little 
more distinct. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, this is of vital importance because if the frontier 
opens the tourists coming in will be confused enough with the 
one hour's diffe,rence without having to tot up the minutes. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question, 
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17 780 

NO 190 OF 1980 ORAL 

j  
THE HON W T SCOTT 

Spea,cer, Si/c, what steps does Government intend taking to 
r duce the hea/lth hazard at the lower level of Keys Promenade 
e anatiig from the rainwater outlet pipes? 

ANSWER 

THE-HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, PWD is not aware of any health hazard at Keys Promenade 
due to rainwater outlet pipes, especially since very little rain 
falls during the summer bathing season. Perhaps the Hon Member 
is referring to the DOE distiller outlet, which is on the MOD 
section', of the promenade and not under PWD control. DOE have 
alreadyl been contacted in this respect. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TO QUESTION NO.190 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I am referring, Mr Speaker, to the shoreline below the Keys 
Promenade, that lido, and on the wall behind the lido there are 
pipes which unfortunately the users of the lido in the summer 
months appear to deposit some of their rubbish. This leads in 
time, particularly in the summer months, to vermin, cockroaches, 
and so forth. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think those are the DOE distiller pipes but we will check on it 
and we will approach DOE once again to see if they can be kept 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 780 

NO 191 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON  MAJOR R J PELIZA 

What is Government pOlicy towards the removal of chicken runs 
in populated areas? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR. IrEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

.Sir, Government policy has been and still is to remove chicken 
runs in populated areas. For this purpose a sum of £2000 has 
been approved in the current financial year. The matter is of 
grave concern to the health authorities and an attempt is being 
made La consultation with housdng Tenants' Association to 
remove them. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 191 OF  1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Is the Government considering taking preventive action so that 
we haven't got to spend. £2000 perhaps every year to remove them? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Yes, Sir, this is being considered. 
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177 80 

NO 192 OF  1980 .ORAL 

THE  HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Considering that it is now thirteen Months since the Air 
Terminal extension project was due to have commenced, can this 
House be informed how soon it will be before the project is 
commenced? 

ANSWER 

THE HON  THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the Air Terminal Extension had to be completely redesigned 
from an apron front extension eastwards to a northwards linear 
extension due to high MOD aprq reprovisioning costs. 

The new dEsign is now finalised and agreed with all departments, 
working drawings and structural drawings are in hand and Bills 
of Quantities proceeding. Structural steelwork, cladding and 
Iroofing have been ordered, a letter of intent has been issued 

' !for the baggage racetrack and quotations have been received for 
the perimeter glazing and ventilation equipment. The anticipated 
tender date is hoped to be September 1980. ' • 

4UPT:),LEMENTORY TO QUESTION No 192 OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA : 

Has the Minister in the new plans for this terminal building 
included a rotary luggage collection in it c,r something better 
than the present system which is awful. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:- 

Yes, Sir, that is the thing that I commented was a baggage 
reactrack. It's a round and round caroussel similar to the ones 
that one sees in London Airport. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

41. 
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17 7 80 

NO 193 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 
I 1 

Mr1Speaker, 41 Government explain why it has not implemented 
a bne way entry system into the Varyl Begg Estate? 

. ANSWER 

-THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, the existing entrance road to Varyl Begg Estate was designed 
as a two-way road and is perfectly adequate for two-way traffic 
provided cars are not parked on the double. yellow lines.at the 
entrance of the Estate. 

With thy,) proposed re-Sitting of the Police/Customs post to a new 
positioh at the present Port Office, this section of Waterport 
Road wo uld be outside the Customs controlled area. 

Tne temporary contractors' northern entrance to Varyl Begg has 
very poor visibility, and would be inside the -new Customs area, 
which is undesirable. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TO QUESTION NO 193 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in answer to a question asked by me in March of 
the year the Hon Minister for Housing and Sport said that a 
detailed survey had already been carried out by the Police who 
had recommened that the western road leading into the estate: 
would be entry only .and that the eastern road should be exit and 
on further questioning the Hon Mr Zammitt said that this would 
be implemented very shortly within the next month or so, that • 
is Question 59 of 1980. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, it is agreed that that was said but I think due account had 
not been taken by the Police at that time of the requirements of 
the Customs authorities who obviously would not like to continue 
having Varyl Begg Estate inside a Customs control area. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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.17 7 80- 

NO 194 OF 1980. ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Having regard to statements made recently by the conservationists, 
has Government any plans to put the area known as the Jungle to 
better use than at present and has Government made any progress 
14 obtaining the release of adjacent land from the MOD? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, Government as early as January this year was looking into 
the possibility of making use of the area known as the 'Jungle'. 
Preliminary investigations and,.costings have already been carried 
out, including the annual recurrent costs. A decision will be 
made in time for.the.1981/82 Estimates. All the land involved 
is already the. property of the Gibraltar Government. 

/". 
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177 80 

NO 125 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J  ISOLA 

Sir, Will Government consider the amendment of the Town Planning 
Ordinance so a, to make it obligatory for the Development and 
P annin,; Commission to give public notice of matters it will 
c reside which affect the public interest so that re-presentation 
can be , ,ade by groups or-parties affected prior to the hearing 
of the application for planning permission? 

ANSWER 

. THE HON THE MINSTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

M. Speaker, I would like to answer questions 195 and 196 jointly. 

Sir, thle Government is prepared to consider amending the Town 
Planning Ordinance in order to allow greater public participation 
on specific building applications. I should poiht out that 
public participation in the overall City Plan was provided for 
in 1976 and will also feature in the revision of the Gibraltar 
City Plan in 1981. 

I should however make the reservation that there may be 
practical and administrative difficulties, as well as disagreements 
as to what constitutes the public interest. 

As regards the suggestion. that the DPC should sit in punlic it is 
important to bear :In mind that planning committees in the UK • 
consist of members of all political_ parties represented in local 
Government, whereas that is not the case in Gibraltar, despite 
invitations.issued by the Government in. the past to Opposition 
Members. 

OUPPLEYENTAEY TO QUESTION NO 196 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I think I welcome that answer, I think it is a move 
in the right direction. Obviously, would not the Minister agree 
that it would be for the Development and Planning Commission to 
made a judgment as to what is clearly a matter of public interest 
and what is really a matter of private sectional interests and 
although I appreciate the problems this might involve, does he 
not consider it desirable that that responsibility should remain 
square on the shoulders of the DPC? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I am very grateful for that question, Mr Speaker, I am glad to 
see that the Hon Questioner is stressing the fact that ultimate 
Vesponsiblity should lie with the Commission and on that basis 
I think we might be able to make progress. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO 196 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Sir, will Government consider amending the Town•Planning Legislation 
so as to make it obligatory for the Development and Planning 
Commission to sit in public when considering applications that are 
clearly of public interest? 

j -
ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 
• j - LABOUR AND. SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Anwsered together with Question"No.195 of 1980_ 
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17 7 80 

PTO 197 OF 1980. ORAL.  

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Sir, will Government state the present position as regards the 
impaJ.bvement of passenger facilities at Waterport? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Sir, the improvements to the Customs Hall at Waterport should be 
completed by early next week. They include not only renovations 
and repaTntingpf . the Hall but also improved fabilities.for the 
clearance of passengers. 
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17.  7 80 

EQL12§gz  1980 ORAL 

THE. HON A J HAYNES 

Sir, will Government consider forming a Committee to advise them 
on the need of an attendance centre for juvenile offenderS or some 
other type .of rehabilitation centre for Gibraltar? 

ANSWER 

.THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

= LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, as will have been gathered from my replies to the Hon'Member's 
question No 94 of 25.3.80, and supplementaries thereto, to answer 
is 'No', Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTA1ff TO QUESTION NO. 198 OF  19,E1Q 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, if I can detail those supplementaries. When asked 
whether it would be desireable to create and Attendance Centre the 
answer was: "A lot of things are desirable, Mr Speaker, but they 
are not essential". Do I take therefore that only essential things 
are done by this Government? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Sir, the policy is that having regard to the incidence of Attendance 
Centre orders, namely, none ih the past 21 years, the use of a 
building exclusively as an Attendance Centre with a need to engage 
suitable staff is not warranted at present. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, which came first the chicken or the egg? -How can a 
Court send you to and Attendance Centre when there isn't one? 

HAN A J CANEPA: 

There is one, Mr.Speaker, the Honourable Member is ignorant of the 
fact that the City Fire Station -is the appointed Attendance Centre. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I am well aware of this and this is what he told us last 
time. Does the Hon Member think a part-time Fireman, is going to 
really answer the needs Of society today? There are some people 
who require attendance and as such I wouldn't like Government to - 
commit themselves to spending the money now but I would ask them 
at least to appoint a Committee to find out whether it is 
desirable. Why should the Minister decide on the spur of the moment 
that it is desirable but not essential? Why doesn't he leave the 
committee to decide? 
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HON A J CANEPAr 

Mr. Speaker, I don't decide on the spur of the moment. I am elected 
to exercise certain functions as - Minister for Labour, I have 'a 
number of advisors in the Department of Labour and Social Security 
who are to a greater or lesser extent experts in the field of 
social problems and it is on the basis of that advice .that I act 
accordingly and I advise the: Government accordingly.  and I formulate 
with the help of - the GovernMent policy. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

• Mr Speaker,.was there not at one time a Committee. working along 
these lines in the 19601 s? 

HON A J CAN.2,PA: 

Iiwas a teacher in the 1960s, Mr Speaker, I think tb.e Hon•Member 
was a young man in very short pants and the answer is that I 
derr'eb know. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, what are in fact the facilities at the Fire Station 
for this typo of juvenile offenders? 

HON A el CANEPA: 

The procedure Mr Speaker, is.  that the City Fire Station is • 
appointed Centre for the reception of. persons who are aged between 
12 and 20 and it is thd Chief Fire Officer who is designated as 
the officer in charge of the Centre. He could require the offender, 
however', to carry out supervised activities at some other place 
and for this purpose the Youth and Careers Service has been 
designated in the past and. could be in certain circumstances a 
rather more adequei.e venue having'` regard to the facilities there 
and to the greater expertise in-social work of the staff of the 
YOuth and Careers Office, but the fact remains that for 21 years 
no attendance orders have been made. It is not the Department of 
Labour and Social Security that makes an attendance order it is the 
Court that make attendance, orders and el am not aware that the 
Chief Justice or the legal profession as such, the Magistrate or 
Members of the Bar as such, as an association, consider this to 
be a pressing need. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Just one v..ery.quick question straight away, Mr Speaker. Since the 
Minister has.said that mhould.certain duties be assigned to the 
offender by the Chief Fire Officer, these offenders must go.to  a 
more adequate, think, was the word that he used  

HON A J/CANEPA; 

No, if the Chief Fire Officer.should consider that in any particular 
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1 , . 
case the kind of supervision that can be exercised at the Fire 
Station might not; meet the circumstances of that particular young 
person, then he can designate the Youth and Careers Office as 
rather mole suitable. 

HON RESTANO 

I will go! back to the original question. What in fact are the 
facilitieS there, what is the form for any juvenile offender who 
is sent tb the Fire Station? 

I , 
HON. A J CANEPA: 

Theyoung:berson would be reqUired to reporfthere on appcintea 
hours andl do work under supervision and inViolve himself. in, the - 
activitieS at the Fire Station, work and recreation, leisure 
activities as well... The•intention,is to keep:him in a.„.superyised 
environment.: 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, is the Chief Fire Officer in any way trained in this 
sort of work? Certainly there are officers in other departments 
• who are specifically trained. Is the Chief Officer trained .and 
if so. in what way? 

MR SPEAIU1R: 

We are not going to go beyond the scope of the question. The 
question reads "Will Government consider forming a Committee to 
advise them on the need of an Attendance Centre for juvenile 
offenders or some other type of rehabilitation", and now we are 
going into the present system. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

May.  I just ask this, Mr Speaker, because the answer to that question 
was no because there were facilities at the Fire Station  

MR SPEAKER: 

The answer was that there is no need and then as a result of that 
it was asked what happens now when someone is sent to the Fire 
Station. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

All I am asking is what training is there at the. Fire Station to 
look after these offenders? 
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MR SPEAKER: 

And theanswer has beeh that he :is given general work under 
supervien. 

• 

HON IG T R11STANO: 

training-brwithout training, 
trying tol find out? 

Mr Speaker, that is what I gm 

MR.SPEAKER: 

i.10-11 allow a quick answer and nothing 'else, 

HON A J CANEPA: • 

•qm not aware that the preSent Chief Fire Officer, I say that 
advisedly; because I think his predecessor has a particular interest 
in this'field, I am not aware whether the present Chief 'Fire 
Officer 11PS any particular- training but` is predecessor certainly 
had. 
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17780 

NOHL99,0F198Q ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Sir, will Government disclose the present berthing capadity of 
the Camber  and will Government state whether there has been any 
improvement in its capacity in the last 12 months and if so. when? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND - 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, When!the Camberwas handed over to the Gibraltar Government in 
January 1978, 120 boats were officially moored there. There are 
now 206 boats with approximately another 40 berths still to be 
allocated. This has been made possible through a programme aimed 
at approximately doubling the berthing capacity. • Berths are 
allocated 5 or *6 at a time, and once the-boats'have been properly 
moored another allocation is made.. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION  NO.199 OF 1980 

HAN A J HAYNES: 

When were these berths made available? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I cannot specify dates as to when 5 or 6 berths.are made available 
and when another 5 or. 6 are made available. I have been able to 

.deal with the question in broad terms and (Joint out that over a 
period 'of just over 2 years the berthing capacity at Camber has. 
been progressively. doubled. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO 200 OF 1980 ORAL 

/THE HON A .7- 1-1AYNES.  

Sir Will Government give a full.explanation of the Port development 
fasibility study? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND  

• LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir!, I will refer the Honourable -Member, to the statement that I 
made during. the last Budget session when, inter alio., I explained 
that the Government of Gibraltar was preparing to commission a 
firm of suitably qualified constiltants to make detailed recommenda-
tions for the phased development of the Port up to the year 2000. 
The study would cover all important aspects of the Port and its 
role in the development of the economy by way of industrialisation 
plans, potential projects', the possible establishment of a free 
trade zone, the planned deVelopment of utilities, Particularly' 
power and water, the future development of tourism, the potential 
for freight transhipment and the Port's position vis a vie Spain 
and the EEC. The study would also entail the forecasting of 
external trade patterns, shipping movements, the type and size of 
vessels calling, the demand for Port Services and the effect of 
competition from other Ports. The Consultants would also look at 
existing buildings, equipment and infrastructure, the size and 
structure of the existing labour force and the administrative 
arrangements at the Port. 

T can now further inform the House, that, since then, PEIDA 
(Planning Economic Industrial Development Advisers). in association 
with Wallace Evans and °Partners have been appointed as consultants 
for the study. As I mentioned at a Press Conference on 4th July, 
1980, the Government has been working on detailed plans and 
proposals in connection with preparations for the next Development 
Programme and the Port has commanded serious attention and high 
priority. The possibilities and the alternatives for development 
of the Port ape wlf,e ranging _: and likely to involve substantial 
capital expenditure. The study will emphasize the economic and 
planning aspects and these, in turn, will determine the engineer-
ing solutions. Finally, I should add that the study is being 
financed by the Government (it will be noted from the schedule of 
supplementary estimates No I of 1980/81 that th.e' cost is £90,000). 
and it is envisaged that it wili. be completed over the next six 
months and a final report submitted by January.1981. 
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NO 201 OF 1980 

THE HON kj HAYNES' 

Sir, is Government satisfied with the general state of the Port 
especially as regards the manner in which container and beer 
barrels are at present being stored or parked? 

ANSWER 

THE 'HON THE  ETNISTER FOR EaDNOMIQ UVELOPMENT, TRADE AND  

1 LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Mr Speaker, the short answer is 'No, SWe; Having appreciated the 
problems connected with containdrisatiOn and the limited space 
available for commercial operations the Government has undertaken 
the present Port Development programme, whereby the space between • 
Jetties No 2 and 3 - is being filled in to provide a stacking area 
for containers. 

Because of this project, which it is expected will be completed 
at the end of the year, the area of the Port has been further 
reduced temporarily. However although conditions at present are 
far from satisfactory, the Government believes that the resultant 
.gain in stacking space will considerably alleviate the present 
situation. With regard to empty beer barrels, these are stacked 
out of the traffic flow between No 1 Jetty and the Western Arm 
awaiting shipment. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 20.1 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

But is Government certain that the best use of space has been made? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

We think so, Sir, ..7e have no reason to believe that we are not making 
the best use of the limited space available. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, may I ask why is it that nowadays beer barrels are 
stacked in the Port? In_ the past they were not stacked there, they 
used to be loaded at the last moment and not left there for weeks 
on end. Why is it that now they are allowed to be stacked there? • 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I dOn't know when that policy was introduced, Mr Speaker, I don't 
.know whether the position was ever different in the past. As I 
said in my main answer they are really there awaiting shipment. 
I can look into it but I don't know that it would be a better 
solution to bring them back again. I doubt whether that would be 
any more convenient particularly having regard to the problems at 
the Viaduct Bridge, I wouldn't think so. 

ORAL 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, it is not a question-of bringing them in to take them 
out again. Those beer barrels, presumably, are empty beer barrels, 
they have already been imported, they have been used and now they 
have been stacked. in the Port area-awaiting shipment. In, the past 
from what I understand and .what I.remember, too, beer barrels were 
only taken to the Port at -the time of shipment and not just allowed 
to be stacked for weeks on.end:after they have been. used in town. 
Perhaps the Minister could have a look at that and give me a reply. 

'HON A J CANEPA: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, I will have a•look at that. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

1, 
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17 7 80 

NO 202 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Is. it a 'acct that; Old Age Pensioners who may require to use the 
ambi4ance -.service for - going- to Hospital for treatment are-charged 
for this •ervice? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE  MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH 

SERVICES 

No, Sire 

SUPPLEMEAARY TO QUESTION  NO 202 OF 1980  

HON P J I8OLA: 

The Minister has said no, Sir. Is the position then that any old 
age pensioner who requireS the ambulance service is taken to 
hospital free of any charge? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Yes, Sir.. 
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NO ?P3 9.1 1230_ 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

17 7 80 

ORAL 

 

   

Sir, Now - that GBG have moved from Wellington Front will. Government 
pros ed activly to allocate areas in Wellington Front for Youth 
Club As ociations and other organisations in need of premises? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND  SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, the allocation of Wellington Front is being actively considered 
by the Deqelopment and Planning Commission now that GBC arc moving 
from Wellington Front. The Commission has requested that a study 
that was carried out just over a year. ago to'identify the 
requiremeAts of Youth Clubs and other associationsahould be brought 
up to date. Once this has been submitted, the Commission will 
..make recommendations to Government. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 203 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker , would not that be for example art ideal proceeding for 
the Development and Planning Commission. to hold in public to hear 
views of affected parties and so forth? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

We certainly have to hear views because there are very many 
propective app1icants9  There are d lbt of people particularly those 
in the old CoMmana Education Centre, who are after those premises. 
This is why I say that the matter has to be updated because the 
position has changed in the last year or so, I think there is now 
even greater demand. 
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17 7 80 

NO 201 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J  BOSSANO 

1 4 
Can povertment spate what arrangements have been made to- pay. 
Socal Security 'Benefits 'to Campo Area pensioners? 

ANSWER 

+HE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC.DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

. LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, In order-that the Department of Labour and Social. Security 
may be able' to cope with the large number of Campo Area pensioners 
who are expected to come to Gibraltar to coll.lect their social 
insurance benefits when the frostier opens)  .Government .is making 
available; additional offices on the.ground floor of theaey..and 
Anchor.Oemises- (the Old Garrison Recreation. Rooms) for. which some 
additional staff will be required.. 

This is intended as a temporary measure until theperManent 
requirements can be. assessed in the light of experienee-over'a 
period after the opening of the frontier.. 

• 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO  204 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

What .1 would like .to knoW, Mr Speaker., is in fact what arrangements 
have been madebetween.the Goyernment of Gibraltar -and :the Spanish. 
Government far paying Social Security Benefits? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

That would be. telling. 

HON J BOSSANO: 
• 

Mr Speaker, is the answer then that no arrangements have been.made 
or, that Government has made arrangements but is unwilling to 
divulge the nature:of those arrangements? 

EON A J CANEPA: 

No, the fact is, Mr Speaker, that once the frontier opens regardless 
of any discussions on the wider issues of the old age pnesions of 
Spanish nationals, the fact of the matter is that people living in , 
the vicinity of Gibraltar in the Campo Area will be able to come 
in to Gibraltar and apply, if they meet the necessary conditions, 
apply for an old age pension and that application will have to be 
investigated and assessed and there is nothirig to stop. that 
happening once the frontier opens: and these people are allowed in 
and I think we have to be ready to' ,meet. that situation and that 
has got nothing to de with the other wider and more fundamental 
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HOW J BOSSANO: 

' So the .fact• is then2  Mr Speaker, that the Government is acting on the 
assuMption that 1t may be faced with a number of applications but 
it isn't that Were have been specific arrangeMents to make payments 
to certain number of people? 

HON IA J CANEPA: 

That is cbrrecto 

HON J BOSSANO: 

And can the Government say just how big they estimate the potential 
demand could be? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The number of pensionere expected could be up to 4,000.. 

HON .J BOSS NOS 

And is this an the basis .of their emplOyment record in Gibraltar 
prior to the closing of the frontier? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

It is on that 'basis and on the basis of benefits payable" pre-1969. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

What is the cost of the work that has been ddne at the Key . and 
Anchor premises? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The adaptation of the premises is estimated at just over a6;000.' 
The provision of office furniture about £1,700. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Could the Government not • have found a slightly better site. than an 
area which is part really of a leisure and recreational OdhiPlex., 
for this? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker; 'this has been the subject of very CloSe - studY. ''The 
- General` •Division GpvernMent Secretariat, together with 'the: 
Department of Labour and Social Security haVe really been 'looking 

''' p ardund:very carefully for 'remises -  to Meet the -̀situation.. tWe _ tta    
certainly would not be able to'-  cope ' at College Lane and we .were 
looking for premises perhaps  in a more northerly 4irection but the y  fact_- (4/the matter-ts- really that there are none a v a ilable and what 
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1 - . 
we are endeavouring to do in using these premises is to make sure 
that the work that is done there is really minimal and does not 
in any way destroy the character of what I agree with the Hon 

J 

Memb r isia rat* beautiful building which has great potential and 
we w nt to make certain that this doesn't happen so we are 
providing just the bare minimum facilities. which are going to be 
the provi ion of counters, neon lighting and toilet facilities and 
no ing el se, we are not going to alter the character of those rooms at all. 

- I. 
HON J BOSSANO: 

1 
Mr Speaker, 'may I ask the Minister. The people who will be able to 
claim these benefits, will they ,sipe able to claim them from a current 
date or•wiill they be able to claim the benefits_ for all the period 
that theylhave not been able to come to Gibraltar because the 
frontier has been closed? 

1 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The law provides for payment to be made to those people who are 
entitled to benefits over the previous twelve months. In other 
words, that meets the situation of a pensioner who may be slightly 
over 65 when he first applies for an old age pension. he may be 
65 years and a few months, well, he can have it back-dated up to 
the time when he was 65 in that case, should he be, say, aged over 
66 he will be entitled to payment of benefits for the previous 
52 weeks. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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-.17 7 80 

ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

 

i I Mr peaker, wil]/ Government consider bringing into line those.  
eld.rly persons; living on their own and in receipt of Old Age 
Pen4ons pr Elderly Persons Pensions, with the benefits given, 
such as help with telephone rentals, with elderly persons living 
on:their :own and-in receipt of Supplementary Benefits? 

ANSWER• 

THE  HON. THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,_ TRADE AND 

.LABOUR AND SOCIAL  SECURITY • 

Sir, I do not underbtand what way - other than with assistance 
towards tielephone rentals -.the Hon Questioner is suggesting that 
all elderly persons should be brought into line with those in 
receipt df Supplementary Benefits.. 

With regard to telephone rentals, I have already explained - in 
reply to Question No 98 of 25.3.80 - that elderly persons living 
on their own and in receipt of Supplementary Benefits receive an 
allowance of half of the rental. I cannot see my way to extending 
this also the persons in receipt of Old Age Pension or Elderly 
Persons Pension, ad these pensions are payable irrespective of 
income. Unless elderly persons qualify for Supplementary Benefits 
it must be assumed that no real hardship exists. In many cases, 
such pensioners could well be better.off than wage-earners with 
family responsibilities. 

Sir, once again I would ask the Hon Questioner to try to be more 
specific as to his intentions when asking about mattersof this 
nature. 
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17 7 80 

NO. 206  OFL280 

THE HON W T SCOTT. 

ORAL. 

   

Mr Speaker, is Government aware of the inordinate queues that 
elderly persons are. subjected.to  when collecting their pensions and 
what does Government propose to do to alleviate this situation? 

ANSWER 

THE HON MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND LABOUR AND 

AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, the Hon Member does not sil?ecify who are the pensioners whom 
he has in mind, or where.the queues are. 

If he is referring to the Department of Labour & Social. Security, 
I can say that Government j9, aware that queues do form up of 
pensioners calling to collect their social security pensions. 
I feel, however, that by using the words °inordinate" and 
subjected", he may be over-stating the case. 

In fact, much of the trouble lies in that most pensioners want to 
collect their pensions on the first or second day of the week, and 
early at that within a peak period of about 2 hours, so that 
unless there was a small army of paying cashiers (and this is 
assuming that there was space for them, which there is not) some 
queues are inevitab:le at these peak periods. At other times the 
queues, if. any, are no longer than one would sometimes find at .  
say a bank. 

In fairness to the young lady cashiers, I must'say that-,the 
complaints occasionally received from those who have had queue 
tp are. far outnumbered by the complimentary remarks received on 
the quickness and efficiency with which they pay out the pensions. 

If, on the other hand, the Hon Member is referring to those person, 
in receipt of pensions paid by-the Treasury, I am informed that 
of a total of 721 pensioners, 183 receive payment through the 
bank. Payment of the remaining 538 is staggered as follows,' in 
order to avoid their having to wait unduly; 

200 Police and industrial-grade pensioners are paid at the 
Statistics Office one working day before the normal day 
of paying other pensions: 

138 other Government pensioners are paid at the end of the 
month, also at the Statistics Office; 

176 Pensioners' paid on behalf of H M Government are paid 
at the Treasury cash office; and a further 24 ex-City 
Council pensioners are paid weekly, also at the cash 
office, on Fridays. 
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i 
I am - not aware that any of these pensioners are subjected-to 
inordinate queueing-up, but it i8 well known that a number of 
them like to queue up outside the paying office well before 
opening' 'time° 'There is nothing that anyone can do to prevent 
thi', which is really quite __unnecessary and which may have given 
a w ong impression to the Hon Questioner. In any case, I. should 
poi t out that any pensioner - who wishes to avoid having to queue 
up at ail. has only to ask the.- Adcountant General to pay him 
through the bank, where no doubt he may have to queue even longer. 

• 

134



17.7 80 

NO 207 OF 1.90. ORAL 

THE HON W  T.  SCOTT 

Mr peaker, Sirl/ has Government recently allocated any land to 
com ercial enterprises in the Port area? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT,_ TRADE AND 

• LABOUR  AND SOCIAL  SECURITY 

Sir, the' only land recently allocated td a commercial enterprise in 
the Port!area has been to. the Gibraltar Cold Stores Ltd in respect 
of an area 70 ft. lin length to:the ,south of their existing premises 
on the Western 'Arm of the North. Mcile. . The allocation was made 
necessaryin order to - allow the lesseeSof tlae .existing building 
to comply with certain Public Health.requirements which haVe been 
outstanding for some time. - 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO JESTION NO.207 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Is there any truth'in the rumour that certain areas within just 
West of the Queen' Stores have been given to another commercial 
enterprise? 

HON A J.CANEPA: 

I did not take thelQueen's Sores or the Bonded Stores, Mr Speaker, 
under the definitidn of land. The Bonded Stores could be.  
regarded more as premises and not land, this,is.why I limited my 
answer to the Gibraltar Cold Storos Ltd. 

HON W T SCOTT 

Is the Minister able to answer , that qiAestia or would he require 
notice? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I will answer it, Mr Speaker, yes. The other premises which have 
been recently alloCated in the Bonded Stores are part,_of the Stores 
which will become ‘urplus to the Revenue Department which it is • 
inteded in fact, it has been earmarked for them,for allocation to 
the Gibraltar UndewaterContractors for a:term of 30 sears on 
completion of major structural alterations.' There is also a 
smaller area measuring approximately 3,000 sq ft. which has been 
offered to Mobil Oil (Gibraltar) Ltd. on the basis of . a lease for 
21 years and in both cases they.are firms which have very strong 
Port connections. 
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HON W T SCOTT: 

Does Government not think it-advisable that this land should have 
gone out,; to tender rather than negotiated it with one particular 
comMerbial concern and in any event, Mr Speaker, the experts under_. 
tai the Port' feasibility. study might well decide that -this is 
not( consistent with their recommendations? 

HOI\ J- 
 

ANE PA: - 

Mr Speaker, as_regards the latter point, the feasibility study, 
this is a matter which has been in hand well before that. As 
regards other interests I. think I should point out that we are 
dealing - in,both cases with firms which are giving an important 
public service. The Gibraltar Underwater Contractors I think are 
an iMportant element in the'economy of Gibraltar and they are 
giving up - other premises which they now have and which is- going 
to enable their site to be-cleared'and to nUtby'the Government 
to alternative use. In the case. of :Mobil Oil Gibraltar Ltd, they 
have succeeded. on 'the basis of this offer in having the Port of 
Gil)raltar upgraded in status_. by Mobil Oil Ltd which will be of 
great economic benefit to- Gibraltar because shipS will be able . 
to come and be supplied with oil, fuels and lubricants which 
otherwise they would not be able to provide. . As I say, Mr 
Speaker, they are two firms which have got strong and long 
connections with the Port'and' important elements, I would say, 
in the Gibraltar economy and'for these reasons the Government 
considered in the public interest that it should make these 
allocations. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Has the Government charged the commercial_ rent in this arrangement? 

HON A J CAN EPA: 

Very much so; Mr Speaker. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Member Saying that the 'Gibraltar. Underwater 
Contractors have been offered storage space for th4 next 30 years 
for all their derelict vehicles and scrap that they have'at the 
entrance to VPryl Begs? 

HON -A J CANEPA: 

No, they have been offered- this space for the development of their 
business and for which they Will_ have to spend a great deal of 
money. I can assure the Hon Member the question of clearing the 
area is very much of a sore'point. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Would Government give . an assurance to the HoUse that it will hot 
allocate any more land or areas even to the 'Algeciras' Ferry, if 
it comes on, in the Port area except on a very, very temporary 
basis till they find out the results of the feasibility study on 
which ,they are spepding £100,000? 
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HON A J CANEPA:: 

- Yes, I think I can give that assurance having regard to the fact 
that we expect to have the feasibility study within six months, 
but, of course, the Government cannot bind itself not to have to 
make allocations may be even direct allocations in the Port area 
if that is in the public interest. 

HON. P J ISOLA: 

Ye, but the Minister has noticed that I have said "except on a 
verir temporary basis." 

HON A J CANEPM:. 

I think the Honourable Leader of the Opposition is making a valid 
point and I can fully go along with that. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question,. 
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:.7 - 7 80 

No_208  OFT  1980 ORAL' 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

. Mr Speaker, can Government give a breakdown of unemployment figures 
in the different categories as at 31st May 1980? 

ANSWER .  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

Str, the figures 

BRITISH 

at the 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

were as follows:- 

TOTAL 

end of Mby, 1980, 

Adults Males  60 

Females 1 93 

Juveniles Males 7 

Females 26 33 • 126 

ALIENS 

Males • 23 

Females : 4 27 27 

153 

138



NO 209  OF 1980 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

17 7 80 

ORAL 

.Sir, Can Government give a full explanation of its policy with 
res ect the development of Parson's.Lodge for the construction 
of n hotl involving as this does in the process the inevitable 
dem lition of an historic site? • 

THE HON  THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

!-- 
LABOUR AND SOCIAL  SECURITY 

I Sir, Parsont  s Lodge was earmarked as a sits for an hotel iii. 1969. 

The Victufrian battery on the site is not included in the schedule 
of ancient monuments of the Museum and Antiquities Ordinance. 

The Gibraltar land use map of March 1.969, Drg No TP/53/69G, which 
was available to the general public, designated this site for an 
hotel, 

The land use proposals of the 1976 Gibraltar City Plan designated 
this site for residential and seafaring-  activities. The 1976 
Gibraltar City Plan was exhibited to the public for the period of 
two months. No objections were then.  raised by any individual or 
society to the proposed land use at Parson's Lodge In. proceeding 
with negotiations for the building of an hotel in Parson's Lodge 
Government is therefore pursuing the policy which has been 
consistently followed as from 1969. Insofar as the- 18th century 
foritification- walls• are concerned, the DPC has laid down a 
requirement that these - Should be preserved,. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 'TO QUESTION NO. 209 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, I agree with the Minister that no representations were 
made by any society at the time, the reason being that there wasn't 
a Conservation society at the time but surely the fact that there is 
anawareness. rDw, -an awareness that didh't Spring up overnight, over 
Parson'Lodge, an awareness of our heritage, if it - wasn't taken into 
consideration before because itviesn't there now that it i there it 
should be taken into consideration. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, my information is that successive Chief Planning Officers 
over the years have not considered the Victorian Battery at Parson's 
Lodge to be part of our heritage to the same extent as other his-
torical sites and buildings. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Did the Minister say that it is desirable to have historic preserva-
. tion but not essential? 

ANSWER 
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HON A J CANEPh:' 

Is he really expecting an answers  Mr Speaker? 
• j 1 i 

HON T LOpDO: 

Were the PILanning Officers who were not concerned about Parson's 
Lodg t and this type of Battery. any authority on historical monu- 
mentr or were theymore interested in building a concrete jungle? 

1 
HON A J CAN EPA: 

Mr Speaker, the Museum Committee where I thinly that there are a 
number of People; who over tine years have been very concerned about 
the .heritage of Gibraltar and who although they are laymen have 
acquired a certain expertise in this field through their interest 
in these matters over a long period-of time; have not pressed very 
strongly for the inclusion of Parson's Lodge as a historic monument 
other than.recently when they submitted Parson's Lodge in a list of 
148 items 'which they would like to see now included in an amended 
schedule to the Ordinance. The and Planning Commission 
was able to agree to 146 of these items and there was a commitment 
in respect of another site to consult the Museum Committee if 
further con2ideration was given to the development of this other 
site but wl&h regard to Parson's Lodge, as I think the Hon. Member 
will have gathered from correspondence in the newspapers, the 
Museum Committee as a whole deg ..not feel very strongly about Parson's 
Lodge and I am not aware that this kind of Victorian architecture 
has been very highly rated until: very recently. For instance, you 
could not compare, I understand,- and I am not an expert here but I 
have to take advice, you could netcompare Victorian architecture, 
say, with Regency architeCture and •it is only recently that 
Victorian Societies have been formed and are agitating in the 
United Kingdom for certain conservationist policies to be adopted 
which in the past people were not very bothered about because the 
Victorian era was not an era that ':v=as particularly marked as being 
progressive in-the field of .architecture. That is my understanding 
as a layman of the situation- and these are the considerations, I 
think, that as Chairman of the Commission I have to weigh up with 
other factors. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, I am not an architect either but the way I understand 
it, Parson's lorlge is Victorian in. military architecture and is 
only one of two remaining batteries of its kind in the world. I 
can understand for us pressing for the other battery wherever it 
is to be demolished so that we would have the only one but I can-
not understand for us to want to demolish our own. 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going to debate this matter.. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

What is Regency architecture? 

140



MR SPEAKER: 

No, we are not going .to have a session, on architecture, 

HON G T R STANO: 

ThelMinislter said that the Museum Committee had put forward a list 
of l48 items to be included in.the ancient monuments list and that 
only two had been. left out, presumably Parson's Lodge was one of 
them, can I have confirmation of this, and if so did.Government 
refuse to; include Parson's Lodge in this new list by the Museum 
Committee' because it had committed itself to development with the 
Degelopers?. . 

HON A J CANEPA: 

No, I think it is fair to say that it was the CommissiOn because 
the question of the inclusion Of.Parson'sLodge or otherwise in 
this list has not yet been put to Government, .it is the Commission 
only what have been looking at these proposals and they have not 
yet been submitted to Council of Ministers. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Is it not a sorry state of affairs that the man in charge of 
preserving our historic heritage talks of Regency. architecture and 
so forth? 

MR SPEAKER: 

I beg, your pardon, what was the question? 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Does the Hon Member consider himself in any.way qualified to decide 
what is historically worth preserving? . 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, next question. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Spearker, I haven't quite'finished on that_one. Was this project 
ever put out to tender, Mr Speaker? Was the hotel development 
project ever put out to tender? 

HON A J CANEPA: 
V 

Ever, yes. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

On w at date, Mr' Speaker when? 

HON A J a NEPA: 

Well befoe my time in the •mid-60's, I believe 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I take it' then, Mr Speaker, that these present developers were those 
who tendered. in 1960 'and were pilesumably given a tender, -then, is 
is this what the Minister is saying? 

HOP i. J CANEPA: 

No, there were no takers at the time. 

HON G T RE8TANO: 

So the tender was left open is that the answer ? May I ask why it 
was not put out to tender? 

HOB A J CANEPA: 

Once, Mr Speaknr, something 'is put out :;c) tender and no tenders are 
received, I understand it is the practive subsequently if approached 
by interested developers and You can investigate and negotiate 
their interest, tr go ahead and proceed on that basis. It has been 
done with other developments in the past in. Gibraltar, notably, 
Both Worlds. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaken, a difference of 20 years is what we are talkingabout 
and I think it is absolutely'ludicrous for the Minister to get up 
anci say that because a tender was put out 20 years ago and nobody 
took it up at that particular time when. in those days, of course, 
the frontier'was open and the circumstances in Gibraltar were quite 
different, I think it is absolutely ludicrous. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member will give way. I did not say 20 years 
ago I did not say 1960 I said in the.mid6O's after. the frontier 
restrictions started. 

MR SPEAEER: 

We are -pot going to ,debate this question. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask whether in fact thb situation is that there 
is now a specific commitment to that development and .a time limit 
to it or are the developers going to be allowed to keep that place 
for as long as they want without developing it? 

HON A J CANEPA 

The position, Mr Speaker, is the Government has given the developer 
a letter of intent and conditions .have been specified. I am anti-
cipating really an. answer to a question that is to come. He is 
being given.a_limited period to produce a feasibility study to 
satasfy the Government about his sources of, finance and so, on and 
a number of other conditions which the Government has to he satis-
fied with, quite apart from the .planning aspect of it, before the 
Matter will go any further. 

HON MAJOR P  J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, the Minister said that round about t3-le middle 604s it 
went to tender. Would the Minister state when, in fact, they were 
approached by this company? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, I would need separate notice of this question. 

MRSPEAKER: 

You are being asked whether you know the date of the approach made 
by the present developer. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The: prescnt developer? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Yes. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The present developer and another developer, expressed an interest 
about 2 or 3 years ago and both of them were given an opportuwty 
to submit proposals within a limited period of.time and one of them 
did not and he fell out and the present developer has continued to 
show an interest. Subject to correction I would say this was about 
2 years ago. 

HON MAJOR R.J PELIZA: 

Bearing in mind, Mr Speaker,\that obviously there was a renewed 
interest for that site since two developers were interested, 
wouldn't it have been, I think, fairer.  to put this site to tender? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

That isia matter of judgement, Mr Speaker, having regard to the 
closedrfrontier situation 2 years ago and. having regard to the 
fact that for over a decade no one had expressed any interest, if 2- 
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people come along and. show an interest you give them an opportunity 
to see to what extent they can follow up their interest and come up 
with something definite. 

HON MAJOR RJ PELIZA: 

If there is no way of reversing the situation, will the Minister 
make sure that we haven't got a repetition of Engineer House? 

HON.  A J CA). EPA: 

The situation is not the same at all, Mr Speaker9  Parson's Lodge 
is Government's property, Engineer House never has been and it will 
become now Lhortly we hope as a result of the funds that we are 
voting for later on in. this proceedings. The Chief Minister is 
making a statement about Engineer House, the two are hot comparable. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZAt 

Well, all I am saying is that I hope we won't have a repetition, 
that's all. 

MR-SPEAKER: 

Yext question. 
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Mr Speaker, how long 
of the Maida Vale as 

•17 7 80 

NO  210 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

ago was permission granted for the development 
an hotel? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT TRADE AND 

LABOUR .AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sirl, the plan for a proposed hotel at M aida Vale were first 
approved in July 1962. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO gpEsTioN NO•2100F 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

1 
Mp Speaker, presumably this is a case of mid-60's as well and may I. 
ask why is the .hotel not being built? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I understand, Mr Speaker, that the proposalS never materialised 
owing to the sudden change in the economic climate which was brought 
about-by the Spanish restrictions 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, has there been any penalty imposed on the developer for 
the non-development of this property? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I do not have than information,,Mr Speaker, I would require separate 
notice. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, what are the plans for that area? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

It's impossible, Mr Speaker, we are not computers_ The Chief 
Minister has been ,in -.Government for longer than I have, he cannot 
remember and_ he has a fairly`good memory for these things, I 
honestly don't know what the Hon Members opposite expect. 

MR SPEAKER: 

The. ansWer is that you require notice. • 
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.so 

HON A J CANE A: 

' One requires notice. If they wants 
 to put specific questions on all 

these other side issues they will e ansiiered, but they must give 
notice. 

HON :P .J ISOLA.: 

With respect to. the Hon Member if a question is asked, "How long ago 
was perthission granted for the development of the Maida Vale as an 
hotel?", the obvious next question is going to be why hasn't it been 
built. I would have thought he would have had sbme information on 
that. 

HON A J 

I have given the answer Mr Speaker. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Yes, but surely the Government should have handy what .the land 
position is, does it belong to the Government? 

HON A'J OANELA: 

The position at the moment is that the matte" is presently under 
negotiation. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Does the land belong to the Government now or does it belong to 
somebody else? . 

HON A J OANEIA: 

Whether they were given. a lease, I honestly don't know what the 
position is. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

If the Government propose to ensure that development was made there 
hasn't Government got any powers to do so? Under what conditions 
was permission granted for the development of Maida Vale? 

HON A J CANEPA:. 

7 I think that in the present negotiations that is a matter which is 
hieng looked into in respect of the latest proposals Which they have 
submitted and which have been approved, in principle, by the 
Development and Planning. Commission. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

So new proposals have been put for Maida Vale, I see. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Well, originally, in fact, there was another company which entered 
into an agreement for a lease before the days that I have given, on 
the lsi of'July 1961, and their licence - expired bUt in the case of 
thT current negotiations it is the same company which has had that 
land for some years. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

• - 
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17 7 80 

NO 211 OF .1980 ORAL 

THL HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, when awarding ,a tender for development does Government 
take into.account the origins of the capital to be invested in the 
project and did the Government take this factor into consideration 
when -taking its. decision. in respect Of the development at Parson's 
Lodge? 

ANSWER  

'THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, before awarding a tender for development, GovernMent looks 
closely into the commercial viability of a project and will wish 
to satisfy itself that the:.proposed source and method. Of - financing 
are satisfactory. 

In the. case - of the development at parsons Lodge, the,developers 
have•been asked to sunmit within a period of six months a 
feasibility study for consideration by Government. 

The result of this study will be considered carefully by Government 
and if it is not satisfied with the sources and .mthod of.financing 
and Other related factors it will be at liberty to deal with the 
site as it may deem fit. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 211 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister inform 
the capital? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker) I am not involved 
the Financial and Development 
whether he has ascertained as  

the'House of'the origins of 

in the negotiations with the developer, 
Secretary is, and I don't know 
yet the origin of the capital. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr -Speaker, may I ask the Hon Financial and Development Secretary 
whether he can acquaint . this.11ouse with the origins of the.  capital 
to be investedAs this. project? , 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

The origins of the capital have yet to be disclosed to the Government. 
One of the requirements in the letter of intent was that when the 
developer cames back to Government he should satisfy that he has the 
capital' to develop it and he will have to disclose where it is 
coming from. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, were the origins, in fact, not pUblished by, I think, 
a representative of the developers in a local newspaper? 

MR SPEAKER: 

That is another matter. The Government can only answer on the 
information that they have. 

h01\ J BOSSANO: 

Is this develOper a local company, a company registered or 
porated in Gibraltar or is•it an outside company? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT-ZECRETARY:'  

As far as I am aware, Mr Speaker, it is a local company. Exactly 
who•the directors are or who owns the share capital, .:I don't know. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Development Security Ltd are a local company. 

HON J BOSSANO: 
. 

And if that Company Was.  being Used as a vehicle to irivestSPanish 
capital in Gibraltar I take it the Financial andTeveloPment. 
Secretary would be'in a Position-to find out, wouldn't he? 

e . . • • 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the developers will have to discloee,whereithey 
are borrowing money, which banks are behind it and all thing being 
equal one would be able to tell' where the money is Qoming 'r.om. On 
the other hand it is not unusual. for. loans to pass througha number 
of hands and it might be difficult to ascertain exactlylvhere the 
money is coming from. 

HON J BOSSA.NO: 

I am.talking, about control andownership,rather.than inOney4vMr Speaker 
I am talking about capital being,,4p.becauseiafter,all a 
question of borrowing money then obviously the money can be 
borrowed here and 'the persomdOing the lending here can.  borrow some 
where else. I think in terms .of: investmett'onetalkseallY of if 
not a controlling investment certainly. the type of investment that 

3oan'exercise pressure on policies rather-than simPly,leansJhat have 
to be_repaid.' - • , , 
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think that I can assure the House that before 
any lease is granted that Government would look carefully at the 
ownership of the company. 
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17 7 80 

NO 212  OFJ980 ORAL 

' THE  HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker,. will Government state what it is proposed to do with 
the!Old +1',ammer:School Building? 

ANSWER  

THE( HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL- SECURITY 

Sir, theiOld Grammar School building is being converted to accommo-
date St Mary's Middle School which is on split sites at Johnstone's 
Passage and Castle Road. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 2112 OF 1980 • 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, when willtthe Middle School be ready for occupation? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

.The conversion.. is going to be carried out in phases,. Mr.Speaker. 
I cannot give a date, if the funds are very substantial it may 
have to be included in the next .development programme. 

• 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, since this project has been in hand since 1978 when in 
-fact the Government said that it would be for a Middle School and 
nothing seems-to have been done about it, may I ask again, when 
will we be able to see some form of occupation for Schools? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The project has not been in hand since'1978 in the sense that funds 
have been allocated for it, Mr Speaker, it doesn't figure in the 
current development Programme which runs from April 1978, to March 
1981, we propose to'include it in the next development programme. 
This is the intention at the moment, it is there, it is being 
studied and if it is done in phases, if the total cost invOlved 
again is not very great, the Government will have to decide ' 
depending on.•.the expense of financial assistance from.the United 
Kingdom whether,i_t should be funded locally or whether specific 
provision should be made in the next development programme. It 
may depend on the policy of the United Kingdom with.regard to 
provision of funds for schooling and so on. 

HONG T RESTANO: 

. Ddies that mean, Mr Speaker, that until at least.1981 onwards we shall 
see no progress or no works at all being carried out at the Grammar 

:School? Will it be left derelict? 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

Well, having regard to the fact, Mr Speaker, that if you miss the 
boat, as it were, in September of one year then you. are virtually 
committed to September the following year and certainly there isn't 
any chance, I understand, that even the first phase will be put in 
hand before September, 1980, so I think the.Hon Member is probably 
quite right. . 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, is the Minister aware that a number of parents of 
children who will be attending the school have already been advised 
by !the Headteacher that they are to take their children to. Sacred 
Heart Terrace on the'2nd of September? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, on Tuesday afternoon at Catalan Bay the Headteacher 
informed me accordingly. She also informed me that she had spoken 
tb the Hon Mr Loddo about it. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Precisely, and the Hon Mr Loddo then obviously knows what he is 
talking about. The Headteacher, Mr Speaker, was assured that the 
school would be ready for occupation in SepteMber and not only 
that but she was told to pack all the equipment and have it ready. 

M. SPEAKER: 

Now you are .making a statement. .What are you asking? 

HON A T LODDO: 

Is it a fact that the Headteacher was told:that the school would 
be ready for occupation in part - the South wing -- and that she 
was told to get all the equipment and books packed and ready for 
removal? 

MR SPEAKER:. 

It doesn't arise frpm the question but if you :want to give a quick 
answer you are free to do so. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, I am not in charge of the Education Department and I 
don't know what the teacher was told. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker,. perhaa5s the Minister for. Education could answer that one? 

MR SPEAKER: 

"Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO 213 OF 19.0 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speakers has Government shown any interest in acquiring,. the 
old Line Wall School building? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND. SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, Government has not shown any interest in acquiring the old 
Line Wall School building • 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 213 OF 1980  

HON G T !ESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, considering what the Minister was saying a few moments 
ago about his lack of success in finding.the right sort of 
accommodation for the payment of Social Security and so on and that 
he had to take up this leisure site, the old-Garrison Leisure 
Centre, the Key and Anchor Club, surely a.building in the middle of 
Gibraltar when 'the Government seems to be so lacking in space would 
have been obvious for the Government to acquire. May I . ask why the 
Government hasn't shown any interest in acquiring this place? . 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Sir, we are talking of a property which is held on a free-hold basis 
by the Christian Brothers and which I think is likely to be the 

. subject of competitive tenders. It'is a trust property and I think 
'the property as a whole is likely to be put out to tender. and it may 
command a very high price. • 

HON G T RESTANO: 

But perhaps when it was first acquired it may well have been 
acquired at a very low price. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, it happens to be private property. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, but in answer to what he has just said that it will 
command a high price I think, perhaps it may have been acquired at'a 
very good price because it was going to go for education in 
Gibraltar but that apart, surely, even the Government might consider 
tendering for that site. 
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HON A J OAREPA: 

When the time comes, perhaps, the matter can be considered. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr'Speaker, is the building being put to any use at all? - 

HON ,A. J CANEPA: 

I am informed by the Chief Minister that at present there is a 
caretaker living there and virtually occupying half the building 
and there are problems in moving him out and this is why it 
hasn't been put out for sale. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Would the Government not agree that notwithstanding the fact that 
the property may be privately owned, in a place as small as 
Gibraltar the Government has got an overall responsiblity to see 
that the available buildings and spaces are - put to good use and 
not simply left empty for years on end. becausethey happen to be 
owned by somebody? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I would agrbevith that, we cannot nationalise the building and we 
have taken .some measures in this House to try.. and prevent this 
sort of situation by at leaSt ensuring that the peOple concerned 
pay rates and so on which was not the practice in the past. 

HON G T RESTANO.: 

Mr Speaker, have the Landlords been approached in any way by the 
Government? 

MR SPEARER: 

No, they have said they have shown no interest. Next question. 
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17 7 80 
NO 214 OF 1980. ORAL 

THE HON G R ESTANO 

Can Government state whether they have received an indication from 
the MOD as to when the Married Quarters Site at Casemates will be 
handed over? 

ANSWER 

THE•HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, the MOD have agreed to hand over the Married Officers Quarters 
site at Casemates subject to the reprovisioning of the 7 quarters 
which are presently in 'occupation.• These have been included in the 
first phase of the MOD building. programme but it is. not known at 
this juncture when the first phase will commence. 

AUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 214 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

So since the Government has a proposal to build a multi-storey car 
part there, has it no idea when such a.  project.can begin to be 
built? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

No, because it is dependent on when the MOD get -the go-ahead from 
the United Kingdom Treasury, when the funds are provided, for them: 
to build their own Quarters in. order, to vacate those. seven Quarters. 
In fact,-I'can inform the` Hon Member the matter Was discussed last 
Friday in the. Development and Planning Commission and the Regional 
Estate Surveyor was not able to give any firmer indications than 
that. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

As I'take it, the. position has changed slightly since about a year 
ago when I think we were tole that the Government, if they wanted 
to take over this site, .would have to reprovide the six or seven 
quarters there. 

HON A J CANEPA:' 

The Government wi11 have to make itself responsible for reprovision-
ing, that doesn't mean that'the Government will pay. A developer 
who could be interested in developing that site would have to meet 
the cost of reprovisioning. 

HON P J ISOLA:• 

Is 'the-  Minister saying that the person who redevelops olo• the 
Government will have to meet the cost of what the MOD decides to 
spend on seven quarters when.  it decides to spend it? 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

No, Sir, that will not be the situation because the extent of 
betterment, a betterment element will have to.  be taken into account 
.in arriving at the cost of reprovisioning because the likelihood 
is that the MOD will in the next building programme build seven 
quarters which will be of superior quality to the ones at Casemates. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

And the Government have tp pay for the cost. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Not the Government, the Government would only have to .pay,for the 
coat if it did not-succeed in finding a developer that was 
interested in actually taking over that site, for instance., to .use, 
those seven quarters as houing but I don t tthink we' would do that, 
what we would want-  would- be a develpperto -move in., develop the 
site as has been indicated beforehand and make himself responsible 
for reprovisioning to the MOD leas the betterment element, 

HON P 1.7 

Wheat stops .the Government now from inviting tenders for the 
redeVelopment of that site subject to those conditions? 

HON A .J CANEPA: 

That is a' very good question, Mr Speaker. The'go-ahead from the 
Ministry of Defence is a. matter which I recall'clistinotly 
the.Chief Minister Tut to an Under Secretary who was here.. three 
months, age. It was a point that was.put to them that it would be 
of great assistance, of great help, if they were able to give us 
a firm indication because then we would be in a position to put 
the site out to development subject to these conditions and with 
a definite timmrscale but they are not in a position to indicate 
when the first phase will actually commence. The indications are 
that it might be within the next 12 or 18 months but who can say 
with the changing eceonomic situation in the United Kingdom? 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, it is a very. big site, of coursenside. .Ir, the 
meantime would it not be possible to make use of all the space which 

.is not used in there,.on a temporary basis, pfeourse,; for[ a car 
park? .  

HON A J CANEPA: 

It would be possible if the Ministry of Defence- said 
yes, but if only the Hon Member were to know the 'problems that we 

. are.having in acquiring sites from the. MOD for car parking, he 
. would think‘again. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Is the Minister saying that he has asked to use this area as a 
temporary car park until such time as the Government will take 
over the whole area? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

No, we- have asked for other areas and I am not going to go any 
flrther. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO 215 OF 1980 ORAL 

TEE HON G T RESTANO 

What plans doe 6 Government have for the Key and Anchor. Club both 
in the short and long term? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND  SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, as I have already explained in answer to Question 204, in. the 
short term it is proposed to use part of the Key and Anchor Club 
for the payment of pensions to persons in the Campo Area. The 
first floor is presently being used as an extension to the Bishop 
Fitzgerald. School and the use of the remainder of the accom'midation 
at ground floor level, where library books are at present stores-, 
is under consideration. • The long term use of this building is 
still to be determined. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION  NO 215 OF ]260 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, in what COmmittee or in what place is the matter being 
considered at the moment in the long term? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

.The long term us of this I think will be a matter for the 
.Development and Planning Commission to make recommendations to the 
Government. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Will this also be considered as a matter of interest which the 
public should be informed. about before any decision is taken.? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I think it is a matter of great interest. The Key and Anchor Club 
as a whole is a lovely building, I think it has enormous potential 
touristic, recreational and it is, of course of great interest but 
we are not in a position really to take a view 1.-t this moment 
because we anticipate, for instance, that the School will be 
requiring the premises they are occupying there for some time and 
we are in no position really to make any recommendations to 
Gbvernment. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO 216  OF  1980 ORAL 

• THE HON  J BOSSANO 

Is Government aware whetheP at any stage the.Spanish Government 
hav indijcated Ilhat they expect Spanish. Trade Unions to be allowed 
to peratie in Gibraltar in the event of the restrictions being 
lif ed? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER • 

Sir, with your permission I will deal with this question and with 
question!No220 at the same time. Mr Speaker Sir, the details of 
the discussions be:Oween the British and Spanish Governments since 
the Lisbon-meeting on 10 April,'concerning.all of which the 
Gibraltar Government have either participated or have.  been kept 
fully informed, are and must remain confidential, at least for the 
time being. I cannot therefore answer either of the trvo questions. 

In so far as Question 216 is concerned, however, I would- say that 
the views of the Gibraltar Trades Council and of TGWU Headquarters 
in Britain on the. question of Spanish Trade Unions operating in. 
Gibraltar, which, broadly speaking, are shared by the Gibraltar 
Government, are, of course, well known to the British Government. 

LEPPLEMENTARY TO  QUESTION NO. 216 AND 220 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is.the•Hon and Learned the Chief. Minister saying than 
that because he considers the discussions'surrounding the Lisbon 
Agreement to be confidential, he cannot say whether the Spanish 
Government Wish Spanish Trade Unions to be operating in Gibraltar 
or is he saying that he doesn't know whether they wish it7 • 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I say that I cannot give any information of what hap happened. It 
would be very easy fishing for answers in putting hypothetical 
questions some of which might hit the target but if one is going 
to-  be able to continue to be consulted in this matter for the time 
being at least it is impossible to give any information. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Regarding Question 220, in fact, the Hon and Learned Chief.Minister 
will no doubt be aware that it has been publicly denied by the 
Foreign Office that Lord Carrington, in fact, had indicated that he 
would not hold meeting8.4i4 SeKor Oreja abOut Gibraltar until -
after the removal of'the restrictions. Is the Hon and' Learned 
Chief Minister saying that he is not in a position because of the 
confidentiality to either confirm the denial of the.Foreign Office 
or deny the denial of the Foreign Office? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

If, in fact, there have been a denial by the Foreign Office I don't 
see why I should be asked a'question here, the Foreign Office know 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

I see -  Would the Hen and Learned Chief Minister agree that if 
other people in Gibraltar have been giVen this information there 
is no reason why it shouldn't be made available to Members of the 
Hoy.se of Assembly and, indeed, to the public at large if it is 
indeed he case -that other people in Gibraltar besides himself 
have bedn told this officially? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

' As far as I am concerned the information. which is given either to 
me and or the Leader of the Opposition and the Members of Gibraltar 
Council 'are not disclosed to anybody else; 

. 
HON J BOSSA1  NO: 

Would the Hon. and Learned Chief Minister agree with me that if 
indeed it i8 the case that the subject matter of Question 220 has 
been communicated to other people in Gibraltar then there is no 
reason why it should continue to be cloaked in this confidentiality 
to which he attaches so much importance? 

HON =EP MINISTER: 

If it has been communicated to somebody else in breach of confidence 
then as far as I am concerned I am not responsible for it. .If it 
has been communicated in confidence and.. has been' repeated, again, 
I am not responsible, all I can say is that the information I have 
which is confidential cannot' be disclosed by me. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I accept that, Mr Speaker, but I am asking him if in fact it appears 
that information like this can be made available to whoever the 
authorities in Gibraltar think fit or the British Government think 
fit, would the Hon and Learned Chief Minister not agree with me 
that either somethingis being told to him in confidence and being 
kept away from the rest of us, or there should not be privileged 
groups who share his confidence and are very limited in their range, 
would he. not agree with that? • 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is a highly hypothetical question and. I think under the Standing 
Orders you do not answer hypothetical questions. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, then will the Hon and-  Learned Chief Minister state 
whether if in fact, he is able to establish, that is not a 
hypothel.ical situation, if he is able to pstablj.sh that . other_ 
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people .besides the Government of Gibraltar and the Council of 
• 'Ministers have been mpde aware  

MR SPEAKER: 

I will allow a question to be asked to the Chief Minister as to 
whether he is aware that this particular information has been 
disclosed but no further. • 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I am not aware. If the Hon Mediber.hae any information. which I 
don't knew has been passed to somebody I don't know has passed I 
would be very happy to know. 

HON J BOSSA.NO:. 

Well, Mr Speaker,. if I make the Hon and Learned. Chief Minister 
aware of this.would he then consider that perhpas the confidentiality 
need not necessarily cover thip item because it is already beyond 
the limits which he described before of himself and the Council 
of Ministers and would he perhaps then reconsider whether he would 
then be in a position to make public what information he has on the 
subject matter? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

But if it has been made public it is no use my, making it public and 
if in fact other-people know about it, well, they know'about it. 
The point is that if I make any. comments on it shall also give an 
indication in case the hypothetical is just hypothetical, he would 
be able to get some information and I think he knows.me better than 
to try and get it in that-rather subtle way. 

.MR SPEAKER: • 

I do not think we are going. to get any further on this. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, perhaps if you would allow me to give a hypothetical 
example to elucidate the question I'm trying to get the Hon and 
Learned Chief Minister to answer. Would he agree with me if, for 
example, he discovers \ 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, that is hypothetical. If you can say:  to the Chief Minister and 
give him that piece of information, is it a fact that the 
information was disclosed to Mr so and so, then that is not 

. hypothetical. 

Next 'question. 
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17 7 80 

NO 217, OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Will Government state what .security measures are taken to prevent 
foreign pleasure or other craft from landing at Gribraltar without 
premission and will Government further state if it is satisfied 
that such precautions are sufficient? 

ANSWER 

• THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr Speaker, foreign craft are normally met on arrival by Customs 
and Police and. Port Officers and are cleared inwards. There is eta 
obligation on such vessels to Meet these requirements. 

The Police maintain a 24 hours a day patrol of the coast line by • 
police launch and. also maintain land patrols on the coast line by 
patrol cars and motor cycles. The Customs Department also patrols 
the Waterfront and the Port Department lookout keeps the Police 
and Customs informed of movements. The public also play a useful 
role in alerting the Police to landing by foreigners. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TO QUESTION NO 217 OF  1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, if the precautions were as satisfactory as the Hon 
Attorrney-General would have us believe, then we would not have 
unauthorised landings which have even given rise to comment Of the 
Magistrate in. the Court, so that answer about the satisfactory 
situation cannot possibly-be accurate. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Given Gibraltar's position and coastline, it is not possible to • 
prevent every unlawful landing but up to the present time the 
measures in force have been adequate. 
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17 7 80 

NO 218 OF 1980 ORAL ' 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA • 

Does Government intend making the area adjacent to the north face 
distiller avai).able to caravans permanently? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL  SECURITY 

Sir, the possibility of making avallablapart of the Slaughter House 
site to a local.caravaning and campingclub has been favourably 
considered by the Development and Planning Commission. No final 
decision has as yet been taken pending the outcome of other 
developments. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO_RUESTION NO 218  OF 1980 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Is this in any way related to the area above datalan Bay? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Above Catalan Bay, no, Sir. The Slaughter House site is the area 
to.the right at the entrance of Eastern Beach. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZ,A: 

Yes, what I mean is are the caravanners, shall we say, related to 
that site? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

No, not at all 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

It is not a way of decanting the area above Catalan. Bay which I 
suppose the Government will very soon want to make use of? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

No, Sir. 
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17 7 80 

NO 219 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE  HON P J ISOLA- 

Sir, can Government state on what grounds and on whose advice and 
request was the responsibility for the security.  of HM Dockyard 
handed over from the Gibraltar Police Force to the Gibraltar 
Security Police? 

ANSWER 

THE HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

, - Mr Speaker, in view of the increased tasks which would fall on the 
Gibraltar Police following the prospective re-opening of the 
frontier, the Government asked, the Ministry of Defence in late 
April to agree to take over responsibility for static guard duties 
carried out for the Ministry of Defence by the Gibraltar Police, 
from-the date of the reopening of the frontier. The Ministry of 
Defence subsequently decided, in May, to resume complete respon-
'sibility for policing the Dockyard and other MOD installations in 
Gibraltar, and to use the Gibraltar Security Police for this 
purpose. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO  QUESTION NO 219 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Would the Hon and Learned Attorney-General not agree that the 
decision made as early as April was, perhaps, a little ill-advised 
having regard to the cost to the Gibraltar revenues of such a move 
which I.  understand to be from the estimates in the r;egion of 

.•£850,000, and would it not have been wiser -to have made that 
decision or made that request once the frontier opened? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

That may be a matter of hindsight really. Of course, the .figure of 
£850,000 is a very bold figure but doesinot include the positive 
side of things which are saving on ovelime, pensions which the 
Ministry of Overseas DevelopmOnt will continue to pay and perhaps 
related mattersjvhich-  my Friend the Financial and Development 
Secretary is in a.better position to give to this House. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, this is not a matter of hindsight. Is it not a fact 
that before taking a decision which involves inevitably quite a 
serious financial loss 'to the revenues or serious financial cost, 
that decision should perhaps have been held back a bit, not hind-
sight but'normalpractice Or normal-prudence- would haVe demanded 
it should have been held back until.  one knew that the extra Police 
let loose especially in the Iiigher'bchdlOns of the Police were 
going to be used. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMETT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if I may answer that question. First of all, I 
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- would like to make it clear to the House that it was open to the 
Ministry of Defence at any time to end the agreement entered into 
between the Ministry of Defence and the Government in 1947 whereby 
the Government provided Police at the Dockyard. Secondly, When .  
the question of possibly relieving certain. of the posts at the 
Dockyard was raised, the Ministry of Defence carried out a wide 
survey of their. needs and costing and they themselves decided that 
they wished to bring the arrangement to an end. It is true as 
the Hon. and Learned Leader of the Opposition has said that 
V:350,000 in the- revenue estimates is the Ministry Overseas 
Development sha re of the Police. Of this amount we shall still 
continue to receive about £100,000 a year, possibly more, in 
respect of pensions of police and also we shall have savings in 
the order of b150,000 year on overtime, it could be higher than 
that, it is still difficult to.work the exact figures out but of 

- course in the event of the frontier opening:then the whole of the 
Police will be- taken up and we shall be back into a situation Where 
the Police will be working overtime. At the moment Police over--
!time has come - down -and all overtime for parades, reet days, public 
lholidays, special events, etc., has been.finished and *the only 
'overtime being worked now is six hours a week by the Force and 
we are aiming to reduce that in consultation with the Police 
Council to four hours a week by the end of this month. However, 
I would re-emphasibe that this is a matter for the Ministry of 
Defence, they could at any time having discussed it with .0overnment, 
end the agreement. 

HON.P J ISOLA: 

But,. Mr Speaker, this, apparently, was requested by the .Gibraltar 
Government and what is the position, may I ask, with rega rd to 
senior staff in the Police Force whose responsibility it was to • 
supervise the Dockyard area, what are they doing now? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I think perhaps the answer given by the Hon and Learned Attorney-
General may not have been appreciated .on the other side. When. the 
Government asked for certain static posts to be replaced-so that 
we would get a handful of policement that really had nothing to do 
with subsequent events when the MOD decided to take it all awry. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

But was not the request made by the Gibraltar. Government to the 
Ministry Of Defence - to take over responsibility for the 
security of the Dockyard? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Only a handful of static posts. 
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• HON W T SCOTT: 

Can. th6 Hon and Learned Chief Minister or the Hon Attorney-
General define what is meant by static posts? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

In very rough terms those posts which are of a sentry nature, in 
other words, they are not on the beat, the policeman is not 
patrolling, but is rather in a cubby hole ie. at the entrance to 
the tunnels, etc., which is- certainly not. what a policeman has 
been trained for. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

.But the fact is that the request from the Gibraltar Government is 
involving us in additional expenditure of.g600;000. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER:: 

I am sorry but I must clear up this matter because it is not the 
case. One, in the question of obtaining a few policement more in 
anticipation of possible arrangements and civilianisation of some 
posts in to save pUblic. funds, the other thing,  was the 
decision t aken later by the Ministry • of Defence • '- ::to bring 
to- an end- the .agreement of -the amalgamation of 1947. That was not 
sought by the Government.. 

HON J MSSANO:.• 

If the Government required more policement because the frontier 
was going to open and the policemen that the Government had 
employed on MOD duties were being paid fpl,  by-MOD, there was 
nothing to stop the Government employing more policemen. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

The point about that is that first of all there had been talks 
• a little before about the fact •thatthesestatic posts_ really having 
regard to•the'relativ&isalaries•of•policemen coald.be more easily 
supervised by less trained- people secondlY,.. that.what we 
wanted was a small number of already trained policemen to get into 
the Force, but that is one item which would have made very little .  
difference to the estimates, it would haVe been a - tatter of four. 
or -five posts. The decision to withdraw from the amalgamation was 
a decision taken by the Ministry. Of-Defence.H. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

-But,yr speaker, surely the explanation the Hon and Learned Chief 
Minister has given does not in fact explain the decision to reduce 
the number of policemen allocated to MOD duties which is 
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apparently. the decision that initiated the process whereby in the 
end the MOD sajid it did not want the police at all because  

HO1 CHIEIF MINISTER: 

That is 'not the case. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Was the 'first move made by the Gibraltar Goverment or by the MOD? 

HON CHIF1F MINISTER: 

No, this; -has been a year ago before _there was any question of the 
opening iof the. frontier, in the prOcess of civilianisation. A year 
ago it was thought'that we wanted some More Policemen in the 
Force and the MOD thought that they. could take over theatatic 
post which didn't require any trained people. That has nothing 
whatever to do with the subsequent decision of the MOD to replace 
the whole of the Police Force in the Dockyard by SecUrity:Pplice. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I would not be fair to.the*Chief Minister if I didn't day: that my 
information on. this cdine.s from a very high source in,.the. Ministry 
of Defence that the request, in fact; came from' the.  
Gibraltar Government, I don't know:whether it'vas'the'Governor or 
somebody else, but from the)aibaltar Government and that following 
the request four days- later an advert was put in .the newspaper by • 
the Ministry of Defence for Gibraltar Security 
That is my information. 

• HON CHIEF - MINISTER: 

Gibraltar Ministers have had nothing to do with that decision. 

HON P J ISOLL: 

.Sir, my I say that.I am very 'nuprised about that in view.  of the 
fact the Gibraltar. Ministers. and this House is respOnsbile for what 
is spent out of the funds:of•Gibraltar.. • 

-• 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I am as surprised as you are. 

167



HON P J 
1
ISOLA: 

I ope the Chi f Minister does something about it because the 
ne result is that itcosting us £600,000 a year. 

HO A JjlAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister state whether in fact they 
tried to resist the effort of the MOD-to undo themselves of the 
Police?1 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I am not prepared to disclose more than is absolutely necessary 
not to carry the can for what I em not responsible. 

HON J.  BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is this confidential as well? I am prepared to make 
my information available in exchange for the one everybody else 
has got, Mr Speaker. Is the Chief Minister going to investigate, 
in fact, the accuracy for the information the Hon and Learned 
Leader of' the Opposition has given. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER 

Of course, I will, very much so. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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- 17 7 80 

NO 220 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Can GoveFnment state whether they were informed prior to June 9th 
that Lard Carrington'would hold no further meetings with Senor 
Or ja until after the removal of the Spanish restrictions against 
Gi raltap? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

(Answered together with Question No.216 of 1980). 
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17 7 80- 

NO 221 OF  1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Si , will Gov6inment consider changing GBC-Radio transmission. to 
th VHF/FM wavebands? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

Sir, with, your permission I will answer Questions 221 and 222 
together. Before doing so, I must point out that the Board of 
GBC is responsible for.the policy to be adopted by the Corpora-
tion inlproviding sound and television services. I think we must 
be careful to avoid. creating a situation in which it might appear 
that the Government is answerable to the House on matters which 
are thelresponsibility of the Board. To do so could - well be held 
to.prejudice the independence of the Board. 

2. I must qualify this by adding that, when a policy decision 
made by the Board involves the provision of additional funds, the 
Government, and indeed the House, must clearly consider, On its 
merits, any request for such funds. This consideration is .relevant 
to Question 221 insofar:as the provision of VHF/FM service requires 
additional funds for a transmitter. The Government.has already 
agreed to a request by GBC that funds should be made available for 
this service. It is expected that transmissions on the VHF/FM 
waveband, in steriophonic sound will commence in September or 
October in addition to the existing trasmissions of the AM.  waveband. 

3. Insofar as Question 222 is concerned, no request for funds has 
been received from GBC. The Hon Member, as indeed any.member of 
the public, is, of course, free to approach GBC With any suggestion 
he may wish t6 make about the services it provides. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION  NOS.  221 AND 222 OF. 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I am much obliged Mr Speaker, and perhaps I will make myself 
available to GBC, particularly on the Radio. side since I - have 
certain information that perhaps this House might not be aware of 
which perhaps might not be advisable to disclose at this stage. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

On the question of GBC, may I say to the Chief Minister in answer 
to the general principles that he. has referred to and the question 
of the independeAce of GDO,-'iltay I say that we do feel from this 
side of the House that GBC should be independent but for GBC to be 
truly independent it must be able to exist on a fixed sum given to 
it by the Government and must not be coming to the Government every 
so often for extra funds to meed this or to meet that. Would the 
Chief Minister not agree that its very independence is then very 
much in question relying if it must do on the good will of the 
Government in the first instance and of the HouSe in the second 
instance? 
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MR SPEAKER: 

.When I was considering whether to allow these questions or not 
I had to bear in mind one particular principle on the asking of 
questions I am:not so much concerned as to whether GBC is 
inde endent but s to whether Government is responsible to answer 
the question. which is being asked. Questions.  can only be addressed 
to overnOent on. matters for which they are responsible so we must 
not look t it from the independence of the GBC as to whether 
Gov rnment is responsible to answer questions on GBC. To the 
extent, and I entirely concur with what the Chief Minister has 
said, to 'the extent that funds are voted in this House for the 
purpose of enabling GBC to operate, I think it is proper that 
Government should be answerable to questions but one must draw a 
very fine distinction at times, 

HON CHIEF1 MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, I think, perhaps, my answer may have been misinterpreted 
by the Hon Leader of the Opposition. because, in fact, the provision 
of subsidies to GBC is worked out at the .time of the estimates be-
tween the Treasury and the Management of the GBC and the elected 
Government have nothing to do with the matter other than. to look 
through them after they have'been worked Out and approve them. -  In 
the case of the particuiP item of theVBF/FM, additional funds 
being required, these have been used out of surplus funds from last 
year and they have been authorisedto expend money that was surplus 
in last years accounts so that - they:have not really come for money 
they have told us that they were buying this‘ 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr.Speaker, lf there are surplus funds from last year why shOuld 
they require to get the authorisation of the Government to use it? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Because'they are refundable to the.  Gibraltar Government because 
what we have to pay is the difference between their income and 
what we provide and if their income is more than was anticipated 
that money should go back into the coffers of the Government as 
I hope Members opposite will agree. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Well, Mr Speaker, in those circumstances how can it be said that 
this service can be independent, it cannot be independent. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

We are not going to debate that now. Next question. 
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17 7 80 

NO 222 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T  SCOTT 

Sir, Dod.s Government not consider it advisable that where possible, 
bo h tedhnically and financially, news.programmes from the BBC . 
of er than its'world service programme should be relayed by 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE CHIEF  MINISTER 

(Anasered together with Question. No 221 of 1980). 
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NO 223 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE'HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, ta4ing into account Government's subsidy to GBC would 
it . undertake td ascertain that GBC is not contravening its charter 
by 'the spie l  in competition with local traders, of T-shirts? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government is advised that GBC is not con-
travening any statutory provisions by its sale of T-shirts. 

2. It ?dad, however, been reported to me that GBC might. lose 
advertiSing revenue, as a result of its sale of T-shirts and, 
becasue ithe finances of the Corporation are, of course, a matter 
of concern to the Government, I wrote to the Chairman of the Board 
on 19 June asking him for information about the expected proceeds 
of the sales and about any financial loss which might be suffered 
as the result of a withdrawal of advertising. 

3. In order to clarify this matter, I wish to inform the.House 
of the main points in the Chairman's reply.' 

4. 200 T-shirts were bought from a local trader at market prices 
and. no profit was made. There was no attempt to competeaWith 
local traders. The object was to achieve publicity for GBC, in 
a manner similar to that adopted. by.other Broadcasting organisations 
in order to augment its audience and,-in particular, to promote. the 
new GBC Logo. The BBC, among Others, regularly carries out 
Promotion campaigns of this nature with the object of reducing 
.their dependence on public funds. The .question of the sale of 
T-shirts was raised with the GBC by the Board - of the Chamber of 
Commerce who; the Chairman of the'Board of GBC informs me, fully 
understood and accepted the Corporation's motives and explanations. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 223 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, can we have an assurance that there will not be a 
continuous repetition of this sort of operation? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER 

I can give no such assurance, it is a matter for the Board. 

HON J BOSSANO • 

Mr Speaker, will the Hon and Learned Member not agree that if we 
are.  all so concerned that GBC should be self-financing maybe they 
can become self-financing by selling T-shirts. 
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4.11.80 

NO. 224 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T  LODDO  

Mr Speaker, will Government give the same consideration on Tax 
Allowances to parents of students receiving full time private 
education in Gibraltar as, they give to parents of students 
receiving full time private education in the United Kingdom? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Sir, the Government will consider this proposal in the context 
of an in-depth study into all aspects of income tax legislation 
which is currently in hand. Members may recall that the Govern-
ment's intention to undertake this study was announced by the 
Chief iJinister during the course of the last Budget Session of • 
the House. It is expected that the study will be completed in 
time to enable the Government to take the necessary decisions 
in connection with the 1981/82 Budget. . 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 244 OF.1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Will the Hon Member confirm that the in-depth study, as far as 
it relates to this point, will also be looking at whether there 
is justification for giving tax allowances even to parents who 
have got their children studying full-time in the United Kingdom? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the in-depth study will take account of all 
aspects including that mentioned by the Hon Member. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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4.11.80 

NO. - 225 OF 1980 

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Sir, will Government state whether it has now reinsured its own 
insurance risks? 

• ANSWER  

THE HON THE  FINANCIAL AND  DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the existing arrangements for the insurance of 
Government property are currently under review, following a 
recommendation of the Crown Agents. The review includes con-
sideration of a comprehensive report produced by Alexander 
Howden Brokers Limited following their survey of the properties 
involved. The report suggests a number of options for the 
insurance of Government property, including reinsurance through 
the operation of a Government owned captive insurance company 
which would have to be established for that purpose. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 225 OF. 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, how long has the report been available to Government? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

The report was received on the 25th of S6ptember, Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

ORAL 

2



NO. .-226 OF 1980: 

4.11.80 

ORAL. 

THE HON P •T ISOLA 

Sir, will Government consider the introduction of legislation to 
provide for the controlv licensing and regulation of Amusement 
Arcades? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND 'DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Yes, Sir, the criteria for control are being examined as a matter 
of urgency. 
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j 4.11.80 

NO. 227 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Can Government state what is the estimated expenditure so far in 
connection with the anticipated removal of the restrictions by 
Spain? 

• ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND-  DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY  

Mr Speaker, Sir,.of the £250,000 voted by the House under Head 104 
of the Improvement and Development Fund £80,879 has been spent. A 
further sum of £11,288 has been spent from the Consolidated Fund 
by the Police and Customs Departments. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 227 co? 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Does Government anticipate spending the whole of the £*m that'was 
laid down in the-Improvement and Development Fund in the current 
financial year? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Not at present. 
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4.11.80 

NO. 228 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Sir, is Government satisfied with the present facilities at the 
Arrival Hall at Waterport? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with your leave I would like to reply to questions 
Nos. 228 and 229 :together. 

f 

1 
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4.11480 

N0. _229 OF 1980  

THE HON MAJOR R.J PELIZA  

Is Government aware of the chaos that invariably ensues with 
passengers disembarking from the Tangier-Ferry and is GovernMent 
taking appropriate action to provide adequate arrangements'for 
Customs and Immigration procedures. so that particularly tourists 
do not get a bad impression of Gibraltar from the moment they 
step oh the Rock? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

No, Sir, Government is not satisfied with the facilities available 
for passengers disembarking from ferries-at the Waterport. -The 
facilities have recently been improved by structural alterations 
and the introduction of a modified clearway which has speeded up 
the clearance of passengers without baggage. Additional minor 
improvements are possible and will be made. But adequate facili-
ties can only be provided et a new and larger ferry terminal. The 
width of the present jetty and. size and nature of the building• 
which is not purpose built limit the scope for improvements. The 
provision , of a new ferry terminal and the cost is being'stiidied by 
the ,port consultants. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS:'228.1kND:229 OF 1980 
- 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Since.this will probably ,take a !decade, if not more, before 7,7e, see 
that, couldn't  Povernmenst :40  aomething ,t0  'really :make •it,easiet 
than =it Ls now for tourists to get through to ,Gibraltar? MrSpeaker, 
I wonder whether thp .Government which, obviodaly says they, are not 
satisfied with what is going on there now and dbviously this has 
been going on for a number of years, Mr Speaker, cani t cthey -really 
get down and do something? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, one of the problems is that the Present building 
is not wide enough to take more than the four customs benches for 

',examinations -and when you.get in a fer7.with a. lot of passengers 
with baggage, you cannot take more than our lines. ,lf,we,had a 
wider building we could ;take •up to ,eight which ,is' what we would 
like to do. We must examine the baggage of passengers coming 
through, mainly becausedrugqsmuggl4g.1-,_ 

Afflag MAJOR.R J PELIZA: I 
, 1-111.1t 'Surely, Mr Speaker, couldn't the PrOcedure be done in,Some ,other 

way instead of people rushing down a34A-6.once? ,Perhap6 it i6ould be 
arranged that a number of people would come a6wn froM the'Shijj'at a 
time, something like that, to prevent the chaos, or are we going to 
wait, Mr Speaker, until there is a change of Government for that to 
be put right? 

ORAL 
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• 2. 

MR SPEAKER: 

What you are being asked is a simple question. Can Government take 
any action to ameliorate the situation. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as I said in answer to the original question, the 
Government is looking.at,additional:improVements that we can-make 
but to get a major improvement-weneed a new Ctstoms Hall._ 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is it suggested that in order to have major improvements the actual 
jetty will have to be widened 'to hotse a new Customs Hall? 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going to get involved into ,how the matter .gping be 
resolved,; .,  

HON P J ISOLA:.  

We4, Mr Speaker, it is arising out of the statement by the Bon 
Member that it was going to be referred to'the Port Committee. 

MR SPEAKER: 

• The answer has been a Simple one, the matter has been referred' to 
the Consultants and they will come up with a solution,-  that 
is all, that_has_boensaid,_._.- 

HON P J ISOLA: 

What 'I'abjasking, -Mr Speaker, As 'What -othr'sOlution is 
wAdO'CustOMS:Hall- in-the 'restribtedsiarea than' widening 
hnd'if the GoVernment intend to -gite that consideration 

-Watii&that not be thi'abburdtaate-fOf:litbliC l'Unda? 

`11R 'SPEAKER : 

there-to a 
the Jetty 

,41rISpeaker, 
-•• 

• 

Order, we are not going to deviate that will have to await the 
report from the consultants. 

- HON G T 'RESTANO:' 

Does: - 0overnment not-agree that part "of theichaos:At becauseq)assengers 
disembark .from 'the VehiCtXar exit rather' -than through'ithe-ipabsenger 
gangway and 'if is soo-bouid thatTractice not be 'stopped? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT'SECRETARY 0.16.1 

Mr Speaker, Sir, that is a matter for the shiPping company,. .The 
Government has from time to time',had words with the shipping company 

'*heiTe'Will-PurSue'dfu'rther. all part' of the.,,additiOnal • . - - 
miOdificaticna'whioh4e'haVe ,Iff Minch' - ••• •,.row 

7



HON P J ISOLA: 

Does not the Government agree that what is really required is 
advice from the Customs and Immigration Authorities in England 
rather than advice from Port Consultants? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have all the advice we want from Customs and.  
Immigration in the United Kingdom. 
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.4.11.80 

NO. 230 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Can Government state if the perfumery shop haphazardly set Up in 
the Departure Lounge at the Air Terminal was put up for tender and 
if Government has any plans for making it into a proper shop? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the temporary duty-paid sales outlet in question 
was not put out to tender but allocated to the three licensees of 
the existing shops in the hall on the basis of a joint venture. 

The plans of the proposed extension to the Air, Terminal building 
will provide for two small cubicles in the enlarged Departure • 
Lounge for the sale of a limited range of duty free goods. One 
of these will be put out to tender. The temporary counter will 
be removed when the permanent facilities have been provided. 

SUPPLERENTARY TOPTION NO. 230 OF .1 80 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 
• - 

Isn't it, Mr Speaker, a very bad precedent for a shop. of that nature 
to be'Allowed to operate without first putting it out to tender and 
perhaps when the matter comes to tender considering all the aspects 
of the people tendering?. 

MR .SPEAKER1 

Do I understand that this is a duty-paid shop, not a duty-free? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

It is duty-Paid, Sir. The three firms engaged in the joint, venture 
which have this small stall at the moment, had bee4 operating in the 
Air Terminal since 1959 and with the opening of a duty-free shop 
within the Air Terminal itself, it was found that their trade fell 
off- enormously because many persons' were under the impression that 
the duty-free shop within the Air Terminal included such things as 
perfumery, watches and the like which one can get at an ordinary 
Air Terminal before departure and in the circumstances it was agreed, 
as an exceptional measure and a short term measure, that the three 
• shops could form a consortium to go within the Air Terminal. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, whilst I don't necessarily disagree with the reasons for 
granting the permit to whoever may be operating there now, my ques-
tion still is, Mr Speaker, isn't it a 'bad precedent and shouldn't 
the whole matter be considered when the tender waa considered, not, 
before, and isn't it really arbitrary in some respects? 

ARnITINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, that is a matter of opinion. 

9



HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, could I have an-assurance from the Financial and Develop-
ment Secretary that when the new Terminal Building is built, that it 
will be for tender, the people who can sell in the Departure Lounge, 
can we have that assurance first? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think I said that it would provide for two small . 
cubicles, one of these will be put out to tender and the second will 
be rented to the present consortium at the same rent as the one which 
is put out to tender, ie the highest rent from thOee put out to tender. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, if this is going to be .a. duty-free shops Mr Speaker, , 
_doesn't the whole aspect of the trading change completely and doesn't 
the rent  

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, we are not going to go around in circles. I think the explana-
tion has been given as to why it is now a duty-paid shop. The Hon the 
Financial and. Development Secretary has said that due to loss of trade 
by the existing shop they, have allowed the people who got the con-
cession to sell duty-paid until Such time as the-matter is put right. 
We have been given an explanation. 

HON.P.J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, will the Financial and Development Secretary not agree 
that the Government has been a'party or is `a party to what is basicall=y,  

deception of the travelling public who are now buying ,perfumery in the 
Departure Lounge in the mistaken belief that it is duty-free goods that 
they are buying? 

MR SPEAKER: 

1am not. allowing that question. The :original questiOn has been a.  
very explicit one, was it put out to tender, no =re no - less,•and 
that is• what we are talking about. Next question. 

• 
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NO. 231 OF 1980  

THE HON G T RESTANO 

4.11.80 

. ORAL 

  

Mr Speaker, will Government explain fully the position with regard 
to the sale of perfumery and beauty products from the Airport 
Departure Lounge? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY  

Mr Speaker, Sir, the counter in the Departure Lounge is a temporary 
sales outlet for certain duty-paid goods and is operated by the 
licensees of the three shops in the main concourse. Permission to 
do so was given in reply to their representations that.their sales 
had been seriously affected over the years,and had reached rock 
bottom since the introduction of duty-free facilities at the Air 
Terminal which led outgoing passengers to believe that they could 
mace all their purchases in the Departure Lounge. 

This temporary arrangement will come to an end as soon as the pro-
,poSed extension to the Air Terminal Building has been completed 
(or earlier if the 'works so require). 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 231 OF 1980 

HON GT RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Government not agree that passengers would 
normally assume that the goods sold wIthin,the Departure Lounge 
would be duty-free instead of duty-paid? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there is a saying, if I may use it in the House, 
caveat emptor, every buyer in every area where you go and buy 
things you've got to make sure what you are buying and this is 
for the travelling public. 

HON G.  T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, is this the only Airport in the whole of Europe that 
has a duty-paid shop within the Departure Lounge of an. Airport? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I have no idea,- Mr Speaker, Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

What I would like the Governmnt to do, Mr Speaker, in order that 
passengers may not be deceived is that a sign be put up over that 
shop making it quite clear that it is duty-paid goods which are 
being sold and not duty-free. 

11



2. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speakers  Sir, I have noted the Hon Member's suggestion. 

HON P J 

Mr Speaker, this- is a very important.matter fOr the good name of 
Gibraltar. This is the only Departure -Lounge in the world that 
has a duty-paid shop. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, I will not allow statements. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can we have, Mr Speaker, an assurance that they will not continue 
to be. a party to deception of •the'travelling public by putting a 
notice in the Departure Lounge Warning travellers that the goods 
being sold there are duty-Paid-goods and not duty-free? 

HOI FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr (Speaker, Sir, the GovernmentAs- not a party, to deliberate decep-
tion and as I have said-we• have noted the points made by the Hon 
Members. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, isn't it very probable that any person leaving Gibraltar 
through that. Air TeT.minal will naturally aissume, as this is the 
practice in every other Airport, that what he is buying there is duty-
free? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, next question. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, may I ask the Financial and Development Secretary and 
indeed the, Government, is their position that they are not prepared 
to give the assurance that I have sought on this matter? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, we are prepared to lookat it, we are not prepared to 
give assurances every time Hon Members opposite ask for them. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Does not the Chief Minister agree that this is a matter of the good 
name of Gibraltar and not just` the individual'.s benefit? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 7.; 

Would the Government agree, Mr Speaker, that in fact whether the 
goods sold in the Air Terminal in Gibraltar or in any other Terminal 
is duty-free or not, the price charged by the people who sell those 
goods does not necessarily reflect the price at which the goods are 
bought duty-free? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, I agree entirely with what the Hon'Member has said. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Would the GovernMent further agree then, that if there are gOods to 
be sold duty-free in order to give the advantage to the travelling 
public and ensure that they are not deceived, there should alSo be 
price control to ensure that the benefit of not paying duty is 
passed on to the customer and not retained by the person owning the 
shop? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, yes, Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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4.11.80 

NO. -232 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Can Government state how many television licences remained unpaid 
for•the years 1978 and 1979 and what proportion this was of the 
total number of television licences in Gibraltar? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, all licences expire on the 30th September of each 
year. For the years ended 30th September 1979 and 30th September, 
1980, the number of licences remaining unpaid are 19 and 398 
respectively. This represents 0.3% and 5.92% of the total number 
of licences payable for these years.  

ti 
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4.11.80 

NO. 233 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Mr Speaker, is Government satisfied that the law preventing minors 
from entering Cinemas to view X-Films is being properly enforced? 

' ANSWER  

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL ' 

Yes, Sir. The category allocated to the film is displayed on 
posters and included in press notices that advertise such films. 

It is the duty of the cinema management to ensure that minors are 
not admitted to cinemas when the'classification prohibits their 
admission. Police observation_ does not reveal any flagrant 
breaches of the law. 'No complaints have been received from the 
public in recent months. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 233 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr. Speaker, what sort of vigilance is kept by the Police? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, obviously the Police do not keep the cinemas under 
constant vigilance because the' law provides that it is the primary 
duty of the management, but they do keep it 'under observation from 
time to time and one of the indications, I think, as to whether the 
law was being complied with and whether or not greater vigilance 
would be necessary would be the number of complaints and there have 
been, as I have said, very few complaints. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I am surprised at that, Mr Speaker, because from my information 
there is a certain amount of this going on. Does the Government 
at any'time have consultations with the management of those 
establishments? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Frankly, Mr Speaker, I don't know but if anybody has a complaint 
the correct thing to do is to make the complaint to the Police. 
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4.11.80 

PatLILIE1219. ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

*Mr Speaker, has Government decided whether or not to introduce 
legislation to prevent young children from handling speedboats 
unless they are accompanied by adults?. 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

• LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Mr Speaker, the Government has already decided, in principle, 
that there is a need to introduce legislation controlling the 
use of speedboats by children. It is hoped to enact the 
necessary legislation before next summer. 
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4.11.80 

NO. 235 OF 1980  

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Mr. Speaker, will Government state how many professionals employed 
full-time by the Public Works Department have applied and how many 
have_beengiven permission to undertake Private work and on how 
many occasions? 

ANSWER 

THE HON TEE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr Speaker, during the last ten years, three professional officers 
have applied for such permission. 

One has applied several times (the latest occasion being this year) 
to write articles for the press. On each occasion permission was 
given. 

The second officer who also applied this year, subsequently with-
drew his application. 

The third officer applied for and was granted permission in 1972 to 
undertake a specific task of a profesdional nature. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO. QUESTION- NO. 235 OF.1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, is Government satisfied that these are the only pro-
fessionals who are, in fact, carrying out.  private work? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, Government has no specific knowledge of any other 
professionals who are doing so. The question of the enforceiment 
of the General Order and the Regulation which cover this topic 
has been under consideration and, indeed, a new General. Order 
has been drafted. It is with the Union for consultation and it 
is intended to enact it shortly. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

. Mr Speaker, does that mean that the Department itself have no know-
ledge of professionals carrying out private work? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, no, Sir. There have been complaints from time to time 
by the public but the Department has no specific complaints relating 
to professional officers in the Public Works Department. 

ORAL 
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C. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Attorney-General therefore saying that the 
Government is not aware of any professionals within the Public 
Works Department undertaking work other than those three instances? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, T think I have made myself clear. The. Government has 
had no specific complaints. I should think the fact that the 

'Government was examining the General Order in the manner I have 
indicated and was redrafting it with a view, I might add, to 

.enforcing the requirements rather-more strictly, would indicate 
that in general terms Government is concerned that there should 
be c  tightening up. 
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4.11.80 

NO. 236 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W'T SCOTT 

Sir, will Government give consideration to amending the Pensions 
Ordinance to allow the years of service of Mr Clive Power, ex-
Environmental Health Officer, to count as pensionable service in 
the light of the circumstances surrounding his break in service? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL  

No, Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 236 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Member aware that the break in service of 
Mr Clive Power was only two months and that when he did have his 
break in service he was under severe emotional mental strain? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

No, Sir, I am not aware of that. The evidence I have is that Mr 
Power when he resigned was quite well aware of what he vets doing, 
indeed, some effots were mane to dissuade him from resigning and 
the consequences were explained to him and he was quite aware of 
those consequences. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

gr Speaker, does not Government consider it "rather unfair that 
where a man caught up in the circumstances of -Mr Clive Power, 
where his break in service is, perhaps, weeks, having served 
already in the Government for a substantial number of years, 
being re-employed by Government in another capacity, when he 
becomes of pensionable age, in essence, he will have served 
perhaps- 30 years of service with a break of three weeks in 
between but, effectively, he will have served his 30 years and 
yet only 15 of which will be accountable' as pensionable? Isn't 
there any morality there? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, it is a matter of opinion and you do not have to answer that. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Will Government 'change its policy? If this is the stated policy 
of Government, would Government- change its policy? 
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2. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

The legislation reflects the policy and I take one of the purposes 
of th4 policy to be to encourage continuity. The Government will 
not change its policy. I may add that I question, not as a matter 
of the business of the House but as a matter of policy, whether 
individual cases like this should be really discussed while the 
officer is still serving. 

HON P-J ISOLA: 

Is the position then that if somebody who has done 30 years of total 
service to the Government he will be deprived of a pension merely 
because of two months break in service during that time? Is that 
Government policy and is that moral, that is an opinion I am asking 
for? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No,;you are not entitled to ask that. 

HON !ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

I cannot give an opinion, Mr Speaker. but that is the law. 
1 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can T ask, is that-Government policy then, I will drop the last bit? 

HON ATTORNEY-CENERAL: 

I can only say that js the law. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

And that is Government policy then, is it? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

As I have said before, that is the,law. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, isn't it possible to legislate for one particular 
pensioner and in view of the circumstances couldn't• something be 
done in this particular case? 

MR SPEAKER: 

You have been told that it cannot be done. This has been the 
original anSwer. Next question. 
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14..11.80 

.NO. -.237 OF 1980' ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Has Government now considered the case of Sister Cruz with a view 
to introducing amending legislation to allow some of her years of 
service to reckon for pension purposes? 

ANSWER 

THE HON TOTE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr Cpeaker, the Government has considered this case. The House 
was informed of its decision in answer to question No. 132 by the 
Hon. Member at the Meeting held in. July this year. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO OUESTION.NO. 237 OF 1980. 

HO] J.BOSSANO: 

Mr1Speaker, will the'Hon Member confirm that the'final answer to a 
long list of supplementaries was that the matter would be Considered 
again and can he tell me what happened since July? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I don't think it is quite correct, if I may say so, to 
say that the final answer was that the matter would be'considered 
again. I think the record Will show that the answer was; "No, but 
of course matters are always open to reconsideration". 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, if it is always open to reconsideration,.can.he say 
whether he has used that opening to reconsider the matter? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, the Government sees no reason to reconsider this case. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Well then, Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member says that the Government sees 
no reason now to reconsider this case, can he tell me how he saw a 
reason in July when he.said that the matter was always open to recon-
sideration? 

MR SPEAKER:.  

Government in July said that it would be prepared to reconsider the 
matter and the answer is that they have reconsidered it and they are 
not prepared to.do anything. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker„ the answer is that they have not reconsidered it, that is 
the answer. 
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HON ATTORNEY-GENEPAL: 

Mr Speaker; if I can clarify the position. In July of this year 
the Government said no. If the Government said no there was no 
reason for passing that legislation and the person who stood in 
this place said that of cOurse the" matter could always be recon-
sidered. There was no commitment to reconsider and the Government 
sees no reason for reconsidering this case. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, will the Hon Member confirm that in July, in answer to 
a final supplementary asking the Hon Member whether he would give 
further consideration or whether it was still no, the answer given 
at the time was that at the moment it was still no,but it could 
still be reconsidered frOM'titlie to time and in answer' to a further 
question, Mr Speaker, where I said whether the answer was a quali-
fied yes, I would point but that your own interpretatieh of the 
events was that that depended. on whether one was. an optimist or a 
pessimist but if the'House will recall and if the Hon member will 
confirm, the situation, I think, was left with an impression 
created that s second look would be taken at the case.-  It would. 
appear from what the Hon Member is telling „me now that a second 
look has not been taken at.the case and that the situation is Oh- , 
changed since July. 

MR SPEAKER: 

think the answer that the, iron Member 'gave to 'a supplementary from 
Mr Bossano was, after having said no several times; "The answer as 
far as I am concerned at the moment is still •no but, of course, 
matters can always be reconsidered from time to time". 

HON ATTORNEY-GFNERAL: 

Mr Speaker, the operative word. is 'can'. There wasn't a commitment 
to,reconsider but., in fact, I-am quite. happy to say why. 

MR SPEAXER: 

As a matter of fact Mr Bossano then said; "The answer is a qualified 
yes, I take it" and I said; "That depends on whether you are an 
optimist or a pessimist" 
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4.11.80 

NO. 238 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Will Government state whether they arc satisfied that the Traffic 
(Motor Vehicles) (Construction and Use) Regulations comply with 
EEC directives and regulations? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

The Traffic (Motor Vehicles) (Construction and Use) Regulations 
were made in 1958. 

I am aware of at least one Community Regulation and 43 directives 
that bear on the construction or use of motor vehicles, although 
my Hon and Learned Friend may be aware of others. They deal with 
a,Nariety of matters including safety of occupants and environ7 
mental considerations. 

Strictly speaking, as he will appreciate, a Community. Regulation 
applies directly in Gibraltar: Our own regulations must be read 
subject to it. It would however be good drafting practice, for 
the sake of clarity and convenience, to express our legislation 
so as not to have the appearance of a conflict. 

I cannot say that I am satisfied that our regulations comply in all 
respects with Community directives. Given our resources, we would 
have to rely heavily on United Kingdom precedents in implementing 
the directives. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 238 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, do I understand correctly that, in fact, when one -reads 
the Traffic Ordinance one ignores it and one interprets in its place 
the EEC directive- 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, not in the case of a directive but in the case of P 
regulation the effect of any Community regulation is that it applies 
directly in the territories concerned and so the law must be read 
subject to it but in the case of a directive it lays down a course 
of action which it is for the territory to implement by its own 
legislation or by its own needs. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I am not sure I quite understand it. If one reads there-
fore that an exhaust pipe should point to the rear, say, according to 
Gibraltar law, then in fact it doesn't mean that at all, you just 
refer to an EEC directive or regulation which you don't have at hand 
and_, you have got to work out that it has got to point at some other 
direction. Is that a satisfactory state of affairs, or not? 
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

2. 

Mr Speaker, can I make two points. First of all, the Hon Member 
must distinguish, and I'm sure the Member is capable of distinguishinE 
between a regulation and a directive. The second point I would like 
to make, Mr Speaker, is that I have given my view as to whether it is 
a satisfactory state cf affairs. 

HdN A e HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, if one has to distinguish between directives and regula-
tions then when one has referred to the particular section in the 
Ordinance then one has to work out whether the EEC regulation or 
direotIveis of a mandatory or an,optional nature and then decide 
whether Gibraltar law is applicable, and who on earth is going to 
enforce this? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I have already said that obviously it is good practice 
for clarity and convenience, for our regulations to be in harmony 
with the EEC requirements. 

HON A J HAYNES:.  

Thissounds very plausible from the Attorney-General but is he aware 
that the man involved in implementing this law totally disregards EEC 
directives and regulations and in my opinion they have told me that 
tiloligh they know of their exisi:ence that they ignore them because 
they are not Gibraltar law and this implies to me, Mr Speaker, that 
either these men have not been informed by the Attorney-General on 
this complicated way of approaching our law or that this is just a 
new turn of affairs. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I am not aware of that. I did not actually take the 
question to refer to the practice in the Traffic Ordinance. 
Obviously it is in the public interest that the: law should be in 
harmony with the Community laws. The point I have made and I think 
you must make allowances for it, 'is that it is a very big task and 
we have limited resources. 

HON A J HAYNES! 

If I can refer to Question No. 167 of the last Meeting of this Fouse 
when I asked the question: "Will Government state whether they are 
satisfied with the regulations and does Government not agree that 
these should be revised to bring them up to date?" 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going to argue, with due respect. You have asked whether 
Government is satisfied and you have been told that Government is 
reasonably satisfied. 

HON A J"HAYNES: 

But I was-also told.last time that they were satisfied that these 
regulations had been looked at with all due .  
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MR SPEAKER: 

What are you asking? 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Does not Government agree, for once, that some can be changed with-
out any major task, like an exhaust doesn't have to point to the 
rear, that is a fairly minor amendment, and yet the non-implementation 
of such an amendment, I suppose, Mr Speaker, will the Government not 
agree, involves considerable cost  

MR SPEAKER: 

We must not make statements, 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Will they agree that some parts of that Ordinance can be changed with 
great ease and without any cost? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I agPee that one should work towards implementing these 
regulations. I think one would have to work according to priorities 
but I will give no commitment whatsoever, with my present resources, 
as to how quickly that can be done. 
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4:11.80 

NO. 239 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Sir, will GoVernment give a full and detailed explanation of the 
agreement which it has recently reached with the consultants and 
the contractors of Varyl Begg which will lead to the repair of 
the 'roofs and consequential faults of the Estate? 

ANSWER 

.THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL  

Mr Speaker, I propose to make a statement concerning this matter 
during the,  course of the present Meeting. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION  NO. 239 OF 1980 

MR SPEAKER: 

Does that mean that you will give full details when you make your 
statement to the extent that you will be asked supplementaries as 
if it were a reply to the question? In other words, you are not 
replying to this question because you will do so when you make 
your statement and you will be asked questione then. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I have given notice that I wish to make a statement on 
the subject of the legal position concerning the dispute at Varyl 
Begg. I would make a statement which would answer to the extent 
that I will be prepared to answer this question and if there are 
points for clarification I will be happy to answer them. I did 
say, Mr Speaker, that the statement would answer to the extent 
that I would be prepared to answer this present question. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Certainly. Next question. 
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4.11.80 

NO. 240 OF 1980  ,s ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Can.Government state when it proposes to provide for the Clinical 
Instructor post in the Medical Department? 

ANSWER 

- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, the provision of th4 Clinical Instructor post is being 
dealt with by the Government in conjunction with a general re-
appraisal of the staffing needs in the nursing grades. This has 
necessarily delayed the creation of the particular post but I am 
assured that the reappraisal will soon be completed and the results 
implemented without delay. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 240 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is the Government aware that a commitment was given to 
the staff side that the post would be filled without delay when the 
Tutor post became vacant in the early part of this year? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not aware of this commitment which the Hon 
Member refers to. I knew he was going to raise it, I tried to check 
it up but I cannot give him any satisfaction. Let me reassure the 
Hon Mr Bossano that I share the same concern as he does in connection 
with this particular post and that as I have replied to the original 
question, I will do my utmost to ensure that it will be done as soon 
as possible. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, will the Hon Member look further into the original commit-
ment and into the reasons why, in. fact;  the staff side felt that the 
filling of this post was more important, in terms of providing a 
necessary gap in the education of student nurses, than in fact the 
Tutor post if one had to choose between the two? Will he look into 
that aspect which is the crucial point of filling this post and take 
that into account? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I already looked into that particular point raised 
by the Hon Member and it appears that what he is referring to is that 
et the staff meeting between the official side and the staff side in 
connection with the setting up pf the other post which Mr Cumming took 
over and is now in Manchester, I have looked into that but the 
Establishment Officer does not confirm the commitment. However, let 
me reassure the Member that this matter is being dealt with without 
any further delay. 
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24.11.80 

NO. 241 OF 1980 " 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Mr Speaker, has Government now considered whether ,specimens for 
. analyses can be taken at the Health Centre and then sent to the 
Laboratory? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Yes, Sir. Mc i-  enquiries have revealed that the present system of 
taking samples at St Bernard's Hospital is satisfactory. The 
Government is convinced that the taking of specimens at the Health 
Centre would not materially improve the service to the public. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO  QUF:9TION NO. 241 OF 1980 

HOT? G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, on what assumption or on what basis does the Hon Member 
say that the service would not be improved if this were done? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I can explain thaw quite easily, Mr Speaker. Let us suppose that 
Mr Reqtano were to go to the Health Centre to a particular doctor, 
whereby the doctor would say that he required an analysis or blood 
sample to be taken, let us'say, for cholesterol or for sugar content 
in the blood, that sample cannot be taken there and then for the 
simple reason that when you take a blood sample you have to be, not 
on a diet but a sort of a fast, so therefore in the case of Mr 
Restano you would be asked, in fact, to go back the next day early 
in the morning, not to have anything to eat and then a sample would 
be taken, so thEt is why it is useless since it has no real improve-
ment to the public. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Minister not agree that the Health Centre is 
much more accessible than St Bernard's HoSpital and it is much 
easier for people to come back and have their specimens taken at 
the Health centre rather than having to go all the way up to St 
Bernard's Hospital? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No, Mr Speaker, I can't agree with that because it would benefit 
slightly people living in the Laguna Estate area or Catalan Bay 
but one must also consider the people at Flat Bastion Road and 
Moorish Castle Estate. There,is another point which 1 think I 
must mention and that is that I believe that the whole thing 
should be centralised, as it is, at St Bernard's and that is my 
answer. 

28



2. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, when the Minister mentinns Flat Bastion Road, is he 
not taking into account that .the Ilealth.Centre is much more central 
for the three largest building Estates in Gibraltar, Varyl Begg, 
Laguna and Glacis? 

HON J B PEREZ: 
4 

No,Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next questior. 
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4.11.80 

NO.  -242 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Will Government not agree that the Laboratory at St Bernard's 
Hospital• is lacking in some modern essential equipment? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE  MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Government does not agree that the Laboratory at 
St Bernard's Hospital is lacking in any modern essential equipment. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QgESTION NO. 242 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Minister not agree that a new flame tOmeter 
is required? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Is anyone technically qualified to answer that question? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

All 1 can say in reply to the Hon Member is that I did not know he 
had involved himself in the medical field but the point is that I 
have to rely on the advice I am given by the Director and in fact 
the Head of that particular Department, the Pathologist and the 
City Analyst. The ad Vice that I have had from them is no, that 
they have got very good equipment. I can look into the flame 
14(517kometel,  or whatever it is. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is the Minister aware that the flame tometer is well over 20 
years old anci often does not work? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. 

HONG T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I think it is important. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I will.. look into the flame otometer. 

MR SPEAKER: 

The important thing is to know whether the Laboratory is well 
equipped and you have been told it is. We are not going to go 
into individual items of equipment. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, a piece of equipment which is 20 years old can hardly 
be the subject of self congratulation, can-it? 

HON J B PEREZ! 

have not accepted that this equipment is 20 years old. 

HONG T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, the Minister has said that there is no essential equip-
ment lacking, is there a' coulter counter? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, I did look That one up for the Hon Member before 
coming to the House and the advice that I have from the Director 
and from the Pathologist and City Analyst who after all is the man 
who works there and I think knows more about it than I do or the 
Hon Member on that side, is that it is not an essential piece cf 
equipment. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, was there a coulter counter not once upon a time ordered 
by the Department? 

HON j B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaken, I really don't know. All I can tell the Hon Member is 
that-it.is not an essential piece of equipMent. 

e. • 

HON G T RESTANO! . 

I agree, Mr 3peaker, the Minister doesn't seem to know anything at 
all about the Laboratory or the Health Centre. 

YAZ SPEAKER: 

Order. Net  question. 
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NO. 243  OF 1980 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

4.11.80 

ORAL 

  

Can Government state why the Hospital Laundry was closed down 
several years ago, and will it carry out a feasibility study of 
the operation once again of such a Laundry? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE  MINISTER  FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Mr Speaker, Sir,. the Hospital Laundry was closed down on the_ 30 
September, 1969, when the service nrovided was found to be both 
unsatisfactory and uneconomical. 

The answer to the second part of the Hon Member's question is yes 
.Sir. 
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4.11.80 

NO.  '244 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T  RESTANO 

Sir, will Government state why there is no Family Planning Clinic 
in Gibraltar and furthermore whether there are Doctors qualified 
to do Family Planning in the Health Centre? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Sir, Government does not consider it essential to include a Family 
Planning Clinic as part of the Medical Services provided under the 
Group Practice Medical Scheme. The answer to the second part of 
the Hon Member's question is yes, Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 244 OF 1°80 

HON G T RESTANO: 

• Mr Speaker, the Minister:has said that he doesn't consider this 
service essential' but will he not consider  

MR SPEAKER: 

No; the' Minister has said the Government does not consider it 
• essential to have a Clinic.. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I.thought he said essential, I thought he used the word essential. 

MR SPEAKER: 

"Government does not consider it essential to include a Family 
Planning Clinic as part of the Medical Services". 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I was coming on to that. He says it is not essential but would be 
not agree that it would be a good thing to have such a Clinic? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No, Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Can we have a reason, Mr Speaker? 

- HON J B pEREZ: 

I don't think it is essential, I don't think it is justified. I 
think we have a very stable population in Gibraltar and there is 
no cause for concern. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Is this not a service which'normally is available in most Hospitals 
in the United Kingdom? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, one thing is the service which is being provided and 
another thing is a Family Planning Clinic, let us get the two things 
correct. I do not agree that a Family Planning Clinic is essential 
in Gibraltar. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

The question was•Mr Speaker, wOuld he not agree that .there.is a 
Family Planning Clinic in every Hospital LI the Unitc,d Kingdom? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No;  I  cannot agree to that. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speake,. is the Hon Member saying r,hat a Family Planning Service, 
as opposed to a Clinic, is already being provided!? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, there is no objection'to patients getting advice 
from the doctors at the Health Centre on Family Planning matters, 
what I don't think is essential f.s to set up an actual Clinic for 
Family Planning. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next auestion. 
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4.11.80 

NO. _245 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Government explain why doctors at the Health Centre do not 
have telephone connections in their personal offices?' 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Sir, attempts in the past to have telephone connections in the 
doctors' personal offices have proved negative owing to failure 
among the doctors themselves to reach unanimous agreement. 
Unanimity was, however, achieved recently and the matter was 
referred to the Telephone Department on 15 October. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 245 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Has the Minister any idea when the Telephones will be installed? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No, Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Can he find out, Mr Speaker? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I have already told the Hon Member that the matter was referred to 
the Telephone Department on 15 October and we are just awaiting the 
Telephone Department to instal it. 
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4.11,80 

NO. 246 OF 1980  

THE HON G T RESTANO .  

Mr Speaker, would Government confirm whether appointments can be 
made at the Health Centre by telephone? • 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL  AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Yes, Sir. This was proposed by doctors at a meeting recently with 
the Director and implemented approximately four weeks' ago. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 246 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

16 it possible, Mr Speaker, to advertise that service so that the 
public is aware that they can telephone for appointments? 

HON J B PEREZ! 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the setting up of the appointments by telephone was 
in fact on a trial basis because we may have problems with the staff, 
we are not sure if the present staff can cope with all the appoint-
ments being made by telephone and that is why during the first few 
months it is being spread by word of mouth in order to enable us to 
be able to see how we can cope with this situation. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Can I take it then, Mr Speaker, that sometime in December the Govern-
ment will have made a decision as to whether or not to leave that 
service on a permanent basis? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Yes, it also happens that the present set-up at the Health Centre is 
shortly due to be staff inspected as well. It may be December or it 
may be before but I really cannot give you a commitment as to time. 
All I can say is that it is really on a trial basis and so far it is 
working quite well but there is a question of staff involved, 
obviously. 
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4.11.80 

NO. 247 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Will Government investigate the possibility of including dental 
treatment as part of the Health Service? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Mr Speaker, this matter has already been partially looked at and I 
am continuing investigations. 

However, it should not be overlooked that dental treatment is already 
provided for children of school age and persons on Supplementary 
Benefits. Currently a second Dental Surgeon is being recruited. 

37



4.11.80 

NO. -248 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Will Government investigate the possibility of extending the District 
Nursing Scheme to all patients within the Group Practice Medical 
Scheme who may require this service? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Sir, the District. Nursing Scheme. caters for patients in receipt of 
Stpplementary Benefits and Government has no plans to extend this 
service. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 248 OF 1980 

HONJ BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is Government aware of the anomaly that exists in a 
situation where a patient requiring nursing care at home is unable 
to obtain it because in fact they have got sufficient income not 
to qualify for Supplementary Benefits but not necessarily are any 
better off than someone on Supplementary Benefits? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have not received any complaints of this nature. 
Let me add one thing for the benefit of the Hon Member and that is 
that the door is not closed and if he should like to meet me and 
make representations to me I will be very pleased to meet him and 
consider the matters he may raise. 
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4.11.80 

NO. .249 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Does Government consider that 6-Doctors are sufficient for the 
Health Centre? 

• ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL—AND HEALTH -SERVICES  

Sir, the provision of an additional doctor is currently under • 
consideration. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 249 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

When will Government come to a final derision on that? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I cannot give an answer to that question, Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Will if be this year, will it be next yeal,  will it be in three 
years time? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I cannot give him a time. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is it under consideration because the Government considers that 6 
doctors ?lee insufficient for the Health Centre? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

The matter has not yet gone to Council of Ministers for a decision. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Who has decided that it is worthy of consideration? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I have. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Therefore, does the Minister agree that 6 doctors are not sufficient 
for the Health Centre? 
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HON J B PEREZ: 

There are certain aspects of this particular question, whether 61  
that crops up in this particular question.. There are certain 
problems in connection with prisoners and I am also consirlerinR  
whether it would be beneficial to the health service as a whole 
to have 7 instead of 6 but the initiative has come from me. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, since obviously the Minister considers that there might 
be a need for this and this is so much connected with the well being 
of the people of Gibraltar, cou3dn't the Minister give a target date 
by which time he will have decided? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, I am surprised to get that question from the Hun Member 
since he was one time Chief Minister and he knows what the 
procedure is for papers to be submitted to Council 0t' Ministers. 

HON MAJOR P PELiZA: 

Surely, Mr Speaker, it should not take more than three months at the 
most? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

have .not said whetter it is going to be three months, a year, or 
two, all I have said is that.I cannot give a time. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Will the Government not agr„le that for the Opposition to. ask this 
Government for target dates in any matter is quite unreasonable? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, next question. 
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4.11.80 

N '250 OF 1q80 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Mr Speaker, are discharge summaries on patients admitted to St 
Bernard's Hospital sent to the Doctors who referred them there 
in the first place? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Yes, Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 250 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Tn every case, Mr Speaker? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

As far as I am aware, yes, Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Well, that is certainly not my information, Mr Speaker. I would 
ask the Minister to look into this. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Any cases where this has not been done should be brought to my 
notice and I shall be very happy to investigate. 
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' Li. 02.80 

NO. 251 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

In view of the many applicants on the waiting list for telephones 
and the many more on the housing waiting list does Government not 
consider that to provide for only 2,000 new extra lines is serious 
underestimation? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

No, Sir. 1,500 spare lines are available at present. It is 
expected that these will have been taken up by 1983 when, on the  
completion of the new extension to the telephone exchange, 2,000 
spare lines will become available. If the present rate of appli-
cations for new connections continues, and there.is no reason to 
suppose otheK.wise, these 2,000 lines will have been taken up by 
1987/88 by which time further extension is planned. 

42



4.11.80 
NO. 252 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON  W T SCOTT 

Sir, will. Government inform this House as to the reasons why the 
City Fire Brigade has not issued the relevant certificate for the 
Cottage for Handicapped Children in Montagu Place? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Mr. Speaker, Sir,. the Fire Inspection Officer, after inspecting the 
premises, recommended that the ceiling, which is lined with three 
ply boards, should be re-lined with an incombustible material. 
This work is being done and a certificate will be issued by the 
Secretory of the Development and Planning Commission once the 
Chief Fire Officer is satisfied that his recommendation has been 
complied with. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 252  OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Does Government have any idea when this will be effected? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, no, this is a private undertaking and Government 
has no idea as to when this will be done. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

This is important, I think, Mr Speaker, can Government confirm that 
had that building been occupied by Government and had it not been a 
private concern, those fire prevention requireMents would not have 
been necessary? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, that is a hypothetical question. Next question. 
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4.11.80 

NO. 253 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Sir, what progress can Government report on the solar panel intended 
for installation at the Boys' Comprehensive School? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, brackets are under production for the panel and ancillary equip-
ment but the erection and installation will only be commenced on 
receipt of the Thermo Relay from UK. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 253 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT 

When does Government expect receipt of the thermo relay? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The thermo relay has been on order for some time, we hope it will 
arrive shortly. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Can the Government say, Mr Speaker, whether in answer to question 
No. 150 of 1980, the Hon the Minister for Pub]ic Works said that he 
was expecting the results of a feasibility study in Malta which he 
had asked for, has he, in fact, received that yet? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, Sir, this has not yet come. 
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4411.80 
si• 

NO. _ 254 OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, will Government state how many hours of power cuts 
there have been in the different districts during the months of 
July, August, September and October this year? 

ANSWER. 

THE HON. THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL .SERVICES 

Yes,. from July to October the total number of hours during which 
each district ha's had the supply of electricity curtailed are as 
follows:— 

DISTRICT HOURS MINUTES 
1 45 50 
2 43 41 
3 48 10 
4 .51 50 
6 38 30 
7 43 38 
8 48 11 
9 47 09 

lo 23 37 
11 49 16 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 254 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Would the Ministe7 not agree that this is a deplorable state of 
affairs? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, there is a motion on this later on in this meeting and 
I believe this is simply just a matter of opinion. 

MR SPEAKER: 

You have been asked a question which you may answer but there is no 
reason why you should. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I would like an answer if I may, Mr Speaker. I will repeat it, 
does Government not conslider that this is a deplorable state of 
affairs? 

ORAL 
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HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, certainly.this is regrettable but it has been 
necessary. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

What was it that made it necessary, Mr Speaker? 

MR.SPEAKER: 

We are not going to,discuss that now. Next question. 
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4.11.80 

N0. 255 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Will Government state if the purchase or the four skid-mounted 
generating sets figured in the Preece, Cardew and Rider Report? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

Sir, with your permission I will answer Questions 255, 256 and 
257 during the course of the debate on the motion of which notice 
has already been given. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 255 OF 1980 

MR SPEAKER: 

On statements one is allowed' to do that, on a motion, that is a 
completely different matter. You- are being 'asked questions, if 
you want to ,give an .answer you are fret to do -so'but'not:Other-
wise. It is one thing to say that yoll are going to make a state-
ment and therefore you are prepared to answer supplementaries on 
the statement as if they were the answers to the questions you are 

,being asked, it is another matter to say that you will deal with 
the subject of the questions in the debate, that is your preroga-
tive in any event, but questions are being asked and you are not 
required to give an answer but you are required to r,„ply as you 
think best. • 

HON DR R G 'VALARINO:'  
. • .,,. 

Mr Speaker, as I have said in reply to this particular question,. 
these questions wi11 be answered . . 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, we will now deal with Question No. 255, that is what you are 
being asked and you will give whatever answer you like to this 
question. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Sir, I would like to say that it was • certainly my view whether there 
is a directive or not, that it would anticipate -a very wide ranging 
debate to start giving particulars at this,stage and therefore 'it 
would, be much neater andfbetter Af-all the matters could be dealt 
within the debate. On that,basWI ,have advised the Minister not 
to answer the question. 

. : 
MR SPEAKER: , 

Theyanswer the Minister gives to the question is another matter. If 
he says he will not answer :=this question.because it is going to, anti-
cipate, he is quite free to give that answer. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, is not the Hon and Learned chief Minister, with the long 
experience he has in this House, is he not departing from precedent 
in refusing to allow a Minister to give information in answer to a 
question and say; "Well, you are going to have it in the debate". 
Supposing the motion on the debate was withdrawn, what would happen 
then? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Well,:if we get notice of withdrawal we will immediately this after-
noon answer,  the questions with full details. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, we are-not going to diScuss the matter of procedure and prac-
tice, that is my prerogative. 'It is the prerogative of _Members in 
the Opposition to ask questions and it is the right and responsibility 
of Government to answer them. The manner in which they answer ques-
tions is a matter for Government exclusively. Whether it is a 
satisfactory answer it is for the OppoSition to decide and to take 
action on but they are not' bound to give the information if they do -
not choose to do so. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, but if the Government takes that attitude the Opposi-
tion has to take an attitude as to 'whether there :.is any use in their 
attending meetings of,  the House calied by the. Leader of the House if 
the Government refuses to give a simple answer. This question can be 
answered by a simple yes or no and the Chief Minister refuses to 
allow his Minister to give that answer, that is unconstitutional and 
against established principles. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, in the first instance the Chief Minister has hot, refused to do 
anything, he has given an answer himself, secondly, there is nothing 
unconstitutional, 'that I can vouch and rule oh. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr'Speaker, the same logic cannot apply to the next question where we 
are asked to cay; "Will Government make a full and comprehensive 
'statement covering the events leading to the acquisition and installa-
tion of .the four skid generators and including cost"., The element of 
time in this House is of 'essence, too. If we are going to have a full 
debate an 'the question of the motion which has got three prongs to it 
and we are going to give full account of f that,` o all we would 
be wasting time here giving that information and, secondly, it would 
take away the essence of the debate in order to anticipate all this. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Gentlemen'I'am.not going to agree or disagree with either .of you. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I am giving the reasons for -the suggestion that this is unconstitu-
tional. It is perfectly proper, it is not unconstitutional, it can 
only impress the people who don't know anything about that to say 
that it is unconstitutional, it is nonsense. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, it is not nonsense but it is not unconstitutional either. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, the Hon and Learned Chief Minister has said it is proper 
but it is perfectly improper, Mr Speaker, may I say why in a moment, 
because the Chief Minister is giving his reasons which have no founda-
tion whatever. In a debate on a motion, Mr Speaker, one speaker will 
only have one chance to speak and therefore it will not be possible to 
question the Minister on aspects of the events leading up to the in-
stallation of the skid-mounted generating sets. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. The indications of the attitude taken by Government are for 
the Opposition to gauge and to judge and to act upon but we are not 
going to debate the rights or wrongs of the attitude being taken. 
We will now call the next question. 

HON P d ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister to state categorically whether he 
is not prepared to tell this House at this stage whether the answer 
is yes or no? He is refusing to do this, is that the position? 

HQN DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, for the reasons given by the Chief Minister I will 
answer Question 255, as I have already said, during the course of the 
debate. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, you will not answer Question No. 255 during the course of the de-
bate, you will deal with the matter raised in the question during the 
debate. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, is the position then that the Government will only answer 
questions that suits them to answer, is that the position? If that 
is the position, Mr Speaker, there is not much point in us staying 
here. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, may I ask the Opposition to consider their position before they 
are tempted to walk out of the Chamber which is, of course, their pre-
rogative. Questions will be called and if the questioner is not here 
td ask that question the matter will be dealt with according to the 
procedures-"and practice of this House. Next question. 
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4.11.80 
NO 256 OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Governmeni make a full and comprehensive statement covering 
the events leading up to the acquisition and installation of the 
four skid generators and including costs? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER. FOR MUhICIPAL SERVICES 

(Answered together-with Question Nos 255, 257). 
- - 
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NO 257 OF 1980 • 4.11.80 

THE. HON G T RESTANO  

Does Government still intend to purchase a 5 mgw generator for 
the Electricity Department which, according to the Chief 
Mini•ster's statement of the 1st November 1979, was supposed 
to arrive on about May 1981, and if so, when will that set 
arrl.ve in Gibraltar andfurthermore where will it be installed? 

- WRITTEN ANSWER 

- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

(Anwered together with Question Nos 255, 256). 
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4.11.80. 
No, 258  of 1100 

THE  HON \! T SCOTT 

Will Government not agree that the method used for the recruit-
ment of cleaners for the Department of Education was unusual and 

.will Government make a statement? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE .HON THE MMISTER FOR EDUCATION 

The Hon Member is no doUbt referring to the recent meetinE held 
at the John Mackintosh Hall where a .  ballot was held to draw up 
a list of supply charwomen. In view of the number of ladies who 
were interested - 63 - the method used was considered to be the 
.fairest and so did most of the women who attended the 
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4.11.80 

I o 259 OF  

• THE HON A  T LODDO 

Will Government consider granting the same subsidy to all 
children in respect of school transport? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION  

At the present time it is Government policy to subsidise school 
transport for children who live in designated areas and who have 
to travel longer distances to school than the majority of children. 
Subsidised transport applies to Catalan Bay children of middle 
and secondary age, Varyl Begg children who attend Bishop 
Fitzgerald Middle School in the first two years only, secondary 
boys attending Bayside Comprehensive School who live south of a 
line from the bottom of Witham's Road to the Casino and children 
of all ages living' at North- Gorge following the temporary 
transfer of families from the town to the old Philipino Hostel. 
A subsidy is also provided for a small number of children who 
attend St Christopher's School at Europa Point under the 
sponsorship scheme. It is not felt justifiable to extend 
subsidised school transport to other areas of the town where the 
children have to travel relatively short distances to school. 
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Lt.11.80 

NO'260 OP 1980  

THE .HON A T LODDO  

Can Government confirm that pupils of the Boys' Comprehensive School are not 
Using the sporting facilities at the Victoria Stadium and can Government give 
an explanation? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON TI-D MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

"The School is now using the Victoria Stadium. The Stadium was being re-
zurfaced and the workb took ten days longer than anticipated. All the 
faCilities (except the hockey pitch) were available as from 25 October and the 
school was to revert to using the Eastern entrance to the playing fields. A 
problem LiLen arose about access to the stadium from the school. This was 
discussed at a meeting held last week.  at which agreement was reached on access, 
on the early provision of a zebra crossing and on ways of increasing the time 
allocated to this school." 
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4.11.80 
No.-261 of 1980 

THE HON  A T LODDO  

Can Government say when the figure of 267.teachers as con—
stituting the full complement in the teaching staff in 
Government schools will be arrived at? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

TEZILON_MILIMISTER  i+'OR EDUCATION 

The total number of teachers employed by the Department of 
Educaf,ion at present is 279. The Government and the WA agreed 
in 1978 that the aim should be to achieve a complementof 
267 qualified Teachers. This is likelybo occur by 19.82 when 
students currently in training return to Gibraltar. 
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4.11.80 
To. 262 of 1980  

THE HON A T  LODDO 

What provision has Government made for nursery education in 
future? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

At the present time there is one Government Nursery chool 
a full.-time equivalent of approximately 25 children on roll. This 
Nursery School is located on the ground floor of the Teachers' 
Centre building at Hargrave's Ramp and it is planned to extend 
the nursery facilities as soon as alternative accommodation can 
be found for the Teachers' Centre. 

In addition it is planned to open a new nursory unl in accommodation 
on the Varyl Begg Estate currently used by Ot Paul's First School 
pending completion of their bew building. It is hoped that this 
can be brought into operation by about Easter 3981. 

Further plans for the extension of nursery education will depend 
essentially on accommodation and/or financial considerations, 
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4.11.80 

. .N0 263 OF 1580", 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Is Government making any provision for nursery teachers as 
distinct to nursery assistants? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

At the present time there is one nurse* assistant at the 
Government Nursery School and one other student still in training 
in the UK. Qualified Nursery Teachers are available already in 
our first schools and the present provision for t eacher training 
will enable young girls leaving school to take up teacher training 
courses in the UK with a special emphasis on nursery teaching. 
It is hoped that the teachers: in charge of Government. Nurseries 
in the future will all be qualified nursery teacherS with the 
additional help being provided by nursery assistants4 
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No. 264 'of  la80 4.11.80 

THE LION A T LODDO 

Will Government make's statement with resPect.to its policy to 
reduce grants to students undergoing teacher training? 

WRITTEN ANSal--- 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR 'EDUCATION 

Maintenance grants to all students_ undertaking higher education 
courses in the UK have now been- brought into line with the 
Educational Awards Regulations. In .the past at a time when there 
was an urgent need for people to train as teachers the old teacher 
training scheme was established and based on maintenance grant 
levels related to the Technical Co—operation Scheme administered 
by ODA. Over the years fewer and fewer teachers have been 
financed under the TC scheme although the maintenance grants 
provided by Government haVe remained the same as those of the 
'scheme. There is no longer an urgent need for students to 
train as teachers and consequently it was felt appropriate to make 
the s9me financial provision .for° all studen ts in Gibraltar and 
teacher training is now a part of the Educational _Awards 
Regulations. 
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NO. 265 OF 1980
)4.11.80 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Does Government not consider it highly advisable that 
Gibraltar be provided with an Educational Psychologist? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE. MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

It is highly desirable to have available the services of 
an Educational Psychologist but on the UK ratio of 
Educational Psychologists to pupils in school which is 
1 : 10,000, there would be need for only a part-time 
appointment for our schtiols. At the present time there 
are two students who are due to complete the long training 
process in 1983 and 1984 respectively and it is hoped that 
they will then provide the Educational Psychologist input 
required in the future although this may be on the basis 
of a joint appointment as Teacher/Educational Psychologist. 
In the meantime the Community Paediatrician has already 
offered to help wherever he can and in addition the 
services of an Educational Psychologist from the UK can be 
used in conjunction with-regular visits of specialist 
medical staff. • 

59



4.11.80 

NO 266 OF 1980 

THE HON A T LUDO  

Will Government confirm that no hot showers exist at the Girls' Comprehensive 
School and will Government take steps to instal same? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE hiNISTER FOR EDUCATION 

The only showers available at.the Girls' Comprehensive School are those 
installed in the St Joseph's Annexe at the John Mackintosh Hall and these are 
not connected to a hot water supply. As the Girls' School is likely to he 
transferred to new premises in 1982 it is not felt appropriate to put in. hand 
at this stage the installation of a hot water supply to the existing shower 
facilities in the John Mackintosh. Hall. 
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267 of 1980
4.11.80 

THE HUN A T LODDO  

When will the posts of Principal end Senior members of staff 
for the Technical College be advertised? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION  

Government is due to consider a detailed report on the future 
organisation of further.  education within the next week or so 
and it is hoped that the posts of Principal. and senior members 
of staff for the new College of Further Education can then be 
advertised later in November* 
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4.11.80 

110.268 OF -1:94) J -. 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Will the Technical College continue to have access to the sea 
once handed over to Government? 

WRITTEN-ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

The Technical College has never had a right of access to the sea 
as the waterfront has always been MOD property. At the time that 

`the site and building were being examined with a view to the 
transfer of the Technical College to Government and its re-
organisation as a College of Further Education, whiuh is now to 
take place in September 1981, MOD felt it necessary to clearly 
demarcate the site of the Technical College as opposed to the 
water front and in mablsequent negotiations there has always been 
a blear distinction made between the site of the Technical College 
and the water front in relation to access to the sea. 
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4.11.80 

'NO 26.2.S.1:'1*980 

THE HON  A J HA" NES  

Will Government state whether or not Casola Building has been 
condemned as unfit for human habitation2 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING & SPORT 

This building has not been declared to be unfit for human 
habitation. Four tenements have recently been declared unfit 
by the Public Health Department.. The .tenants of two tenements 
declared unsafe by P'I'ED were decanted. - 
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4.11 . 8 0 

• NO. 270 OF 1980  

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Will Government state the number of people housed in Tank Ramp, 
Willis's area, White Stores, and Lime Kiln Steps before the 
modernisation projects? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE 111DTISTER FOR HOUSING &  SPORT 

The number of families who were housed and have subsequently 
been decanted from the undermentioned-areas in. connection with 
the modernisation programme is as follows:- 

Tank Ramp 11 families 
Willis's Area 13 families 
Lime Kiln Steps 19 families 

2. White Stores were administered by .the Department of Labour 
and Social Securj,ty as a hostel for foreign workers and no 
decanting by the, Housing Department was .required. 
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4.11.80 
No, 271 of 1980 

THE HON A d HAYNES 

Will:
1  
Government state the number of people.to be housed in the 

57 units to be completed by the end of December, 1980, and listed 
in answer to question No 156 of 1980? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

.THE HON THE MIN=ER FOR HOUSING AND SPOPT 

Out of the 57 units scheduled to be completed before the 
. end of December 1980, 3 have been completed and occupied at 
1/3 Willis's Passage, 5 at 23/25 WilliesPassage and 2 
at Lime Liin Steps (Phase 1). A total of 27 persons have 
been accommodated therein. 

It.is expected that the new-units at the White Stores 
and the 6 moderniSed units at Tank Ramp will be ready for 
occupation in December 1980 and the new units at Tank Ramp 
in March 1981. 

• 
Oftherremaining units at Lime Kiln Steps (Phase 1) 8 should 
be ready by December 480 subject to work required to sewage 
system rand the other two will not be available until phase 
lA is ready in February 1982. 

it is however impossible to say exactly how many people will 
be accommodated until these units are actually occupied. 

• 
• 
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4.11.80 
No. 272 of 1920 

THE HON A J.  HAMS 

Will Government reveal the latest waiting list figures for 
housing, and will Government publish a list of the first 
hundred applicants in the various units of housing? 

WRITTEN ANSWER • 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

There are approximately 1700 applicants in the Waiting List. 
A card is kept for each applicant, which contains all the 

. information related to his case, pointage and requirement 
and these are contained in different boxes according to 

.requirement. Waiting lists are. not. kept for the simple 
reason that pointages fluctuate from day to day and could 

- well tend to mislead people. Waiting lists would have to 
be dreWn up almost daily in*order to convey the exact 
position and correct information. 
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NO 273 OF 1980  

THE HON W T  SCOTT 

Will Government state the reasons behind the refurbishing of 

.several unoccupied units in the Town Range Transit Centre? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING & SPORT 

To accommodate families which the Housing Advisory Committee 

has recommended should.  be accommodated in pre-war accommodation, 

on social grounds. 
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4.11.80 

NO. .274 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Mr Speaker, can Government state when the Housing Allocation 
Committee is next due to meet and when the last meeting took place? 

ANSWER • 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Yes, Sir. 'The Housing Allocation Committee last met on the 26 
August, 1980, and the next meeting has been convened for the.18 
November, 1980. 

SUPPLEMENTARYTOQSTION NO. 274 OF.1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member say whether the timing of meetings of 
the Housing Allocation Committee is primarily determined by• the 
availability of housing or ane there other considerations affecting 
the timings? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

All in all, Sir, the meetings of'the Housing Allocation ComMittee is, 
of course, the prerogative of the Chairman of the Housing Allocation 
Committee which meets, obviously, for the allocation of houses when 
available but there are, of course, other considerations that the 
Housing Allocation Committee has to meet fdr. For instance „the 
final implementation of the Housing Special Powers Ordinance or a 
revision of the Housing Allocation •Scheme but normally they do meet 
on allocation of houses. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Would the Minister not agree, Mr Speaker, ;,hat it would be desirable, 
in view of the fact that some housing applicants are told by his 
Department that they have to await a decision of the Housing Alloca-
tion Committee that there should, if possible, be prior notice of 
when the next meeting is likely to take place so that people, in fact, 
are not kept calling the Department from week to week to find out 
whether the Committee has met or not? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, I would certainly agree that there are problems of 
course because the Housing Allocation Committee consists of members 
who are there on a voluntary basis and it is.not infrequent to find 
that for one reason or other in their own personal activities it is 
sometimes impossible to group them together at a given time. Their 
work is very commendable and I think they do meet as regularly as is 
required. However, I am not very sure if the Hon Member is accurately 
informed as to whether the advice is from the Housing Allocation 
Committee or the Housing Advisory Committee. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr•  Speaker, subject to my information being accurate, would the Hon 
Member agree with me that if in fact a housing applicant is told 
that his case is awaiting a decision of the Housing Allocation 
Committee, it would be preferable if, after consultation with the 
Committee, the system would be that some indication can be given 
to the applicant within what time this is likely to take place in 
order not to keep the housing applicant anxiously calling the Depart-
ment,almost on a daily basis to see whether the Committee has met? 
Would he not agree that it is in everybodys interest that this change 
should be introduced if it is possible for the Committee to do so 
when he consults it? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I think I am convinced, Sir, that the Hon Member does now refer to 
the Housing Advisory Committee because the Housing Advisory Committee 
is a Committee that meets possibly every 15 days or every month but 
as the Hon Member is fully aware, we receive some 300 medical certi-
ficates monthly-, on average, and it is that that has to be referred 
to the Housing Advisory Committee for the granting of several ,points. 
I do not think that people are told that their housing-decision is 
ultimately jn the Housing Allocation Committee purely because there 
isn't the allocation that I would tend to gather from the information 
the Hon Member is offering at this stage, so I think it is the Housing 
Advisory Committee and I would say, Sir, that they do meet every 15 
days or so, again whon convenient, because one of the members happens 
to be a doctor who is quite -busy. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, Till the-Eon Member agree then 'that if.J. Obtainedponfir-
mation of, the accuracy of .toe infOrmation4  he wilainveatigate:the 
Matter along the lines that 1 have sugeat'ed? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Very much so, Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO. 275 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Will Government give a breakdown of how the £150,000 in the 
Tourist Office vote of the 1980/81 Estimates, Head 241  Sub-
Head 14, are being spent and if any supplementary provisions 
are in mind to counteract the expected decrease in the number 
of tourists coming to Gibraltar this winter season? 

(POSTPONED TO THE NEXT MEETING OF THE .HOUSE) 
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NO. 276 OF 1980.
4.11.80 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Will fiovernment give details of the contract of sale and 
installation with the company supplying the figures for the 
Gallery, the Moorish Castle and St. Michael's Cave, indicating 
particularly the terms of payment? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING & SPORT  

In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism 
and Postal Services) 

The Government's initial cost of the permanent exhibitions 
at St Michael's Cave, Upper Galleries and Tower of Homage was 
C20,000, payable as follows: 

£2,500 on signature of contract (14.1.80) 
£7,500 on. delivery of the models (9.6.80) 

£10,000 payable by 81.December 1980 

Extra charges on the entrance fees to the sites were introduced 
when the exhibitions were installed, and once the £20,000 is 
recouped (estimated to be about mid January 1981) the firm which 
supplied and installed the exhibition will partake as follows: 

First year 35% of the extra charges 
Second year 30% of the extra charges 
Third year 20% of the exti.a. charges 
Fourth year 15% of '.the extra charges 

After the fourth year all profits from the exhibition. will revert 
to Government. 

The firm will also participate on a 5% commission basis on the 
net profit made by Government on the commercialisation of souvenir 
articles produced in connection with the exhibition after the 
£20,000 has been recouped. A tender for this commercialisation 
was awarded to a local firm, and it is expected that these items 

. will be on the market in the near future. 

The Gibraltar Tourist Office is responsible for all administration 
in running the exhibition, including publicity, and the name of the 
firm is to appear on all publicity and merchandising material 
pertaining to the exhibition. 

A maintenance agreement will be entered into after the four 
year period with Bermans providing the personnel (travelling 
expenses for the Gibraltar` TouristTourist Office Account). 
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4.11.80 

No. 277 of 1980 

THE HON A J H,N-11.T 

In view of the historic and natural beauty of Lower. St Michael's 
Cave, a veritable part of the heritage of Gibraltar, will 
Government make appropriate representations to ensure that 
there is proper control of the Cave and this prevent any fuvtheo 
vandalism of which Lower St Michael's Cave appears to be a 
constant victim? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR  HOUSING ANDSPORT 

(in the absence of the Minister for 
Tourism and PoStal Services) 

Lower. St Michael's Cave is presently under Ministery of Defence 
• Management and is not the' responsibility of the Government.. 

will however bring your question to the notice of Fortress 
'Headquarters. 
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4.11.80 

NO 278 OF 1980  

THE HON R J PELIZA  

Will .Government install stamp vending machines at the Post Office 
in Main Street to provide a 2L.-hour service and to reduce the 
length of the queues at the stamp counters during peak sales 
hours? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

There. are, already, two stamp vending machinDs installed in the 
foyer of the Post Office in Main Street and they are accessible to 
the public on a 2L. hoUr basis. These machines were installed early 
in 1977-and they. replaced the old coil-stamp dispensers which had 
been in service for many. years. Each. machine consists of two • 
mechanisms. whiCh allows for the vending of booklets of separate 
values. One machine dispenses .booklets of 20p value and the other 
of 10p and' 30p. Each storage"dolumn holds stacks of 180 booklets. 
The maohines, which are very much used by the public, are 
replenished frequently during the day. They are restocked at 5.00pm 
each day. During weekends9  officers of the Post Office enr:lure Lhel 
the machines are stocked. At least three calls .are made on 
Saturdays. and Sundays “nd on Public Holidays) for that purpose, 
on payment'of minimal overtime i.e. one hour for each .day. In order. . 
to offer an improved service two additional stamp-vending machiheS 
are being acquired. 'Quotations were asked for in April, 1980 and 
delivery is expected in Deqember. 
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4.11.80 
. :NO 279 011982  

The Hon A T Loddo 

Will Government state why the Victoria Stadium outdoor playing 
facilities were not available in Mid-October this year as in 
previous years? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON-  THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

The outdoor-playing facilities were not available in Mid-October 
this year because major resurfacing was being carried out to all 
the playing areas. •:  

• 
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L .11.80 
To. 280  of 1,980 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Will Government not admit that by not .allowing the GFA to 
charge for admittance until the impasse' recharges. is 
resolved, it is losing revenue? 

WRITTEN AMER  

THE FON THE MINISTER FOR -HOUSING AND SPORT 

Sir, Government has decided that until the question of charges 
at the Victoria Stadium Sports Centre has been finalised, the 
playing facilities will be made available free of charge but 
'no association using the facilities will be allowed to charge 
for admission other than for international events. 

In the case of the GFA, the only association who charged 
spectators for admittance to local competitive matches, the loss 
of possible revenue to Government averages out at some £18 per 
week during the football season. 

1 

75



• ,.. 

4.11.80.  
NO. 281 OF 1980  

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

; - 
Will Government make arrangements lor lorries and trailers 

' to be parked in specified areas and not allowed to park in 
places where they obstruct:traffic- and spoil the amenities 
of the area? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

-THE HON THE MINISTER' FOR HOUSING & SPORT 

'There ar' no specially- deSignated parking places for lorries 
• and trailers in GibraltarL Lorries and trailers are 
specifically prohibited fom..parking in designated car parks 
'and thus the only places they can,park are on private land' 
or the public thoroughfar0. Owner's •and drivers are encouraged 
to park their vehicles sensibly 1:;:s7 not causing obstruction 
or danger, and leave themacingin the right direction so 
at night reflectors are visible.: 
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4.11.80 
NO, 282 OF 1980  

' THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Can Government state what definite plans they have for coping 
with the expected increase in vehicular traffic if and when the 
frontier gates are opened by the Spanish Government? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

If and when the frontier gates are opened by . the Spanish 
Government, the Gibraltar*Government plans to take the following 
action to meet the increase in vehicular traffic: 

(a) Traffic lights will be installed at the junction 
of Sir Winston Churchill Avenue, Smith Dorrien 
Avenue and Corral Road. The latter will be a 
one-way road from below Smith Dorrien Bridge in 
a northerly direction. 

(b) Traffic lights will be installed at Waternort -
roundabout. 

(c) There will be road markings around the Sundial 
roundabout at Sir Winston Churchill Avenue 
and into Devil's Tower Road and Bayside Road 
to facilitate traffic movement. 

(d) The northerly direction side of the dual 
carriageway from the Sundial to thq frontier 
will be marked in two lanes, ie, traffic 
travelling to Spain and traffic travelling 
to the Airport, into British Lines Road and into 
the RAF housing complex at Western Beach. 

(e) Holding areas will be provided at British Lines 
Road for : 

(1) 4 queues of private vehicles travelling 
into Spain totalling some 200 vehicles. 

(2) A bus holding area 

(3) A taxi holding area. 

(f) Large Pullman type coaches will not be allowed to 
traffic within the City Walls. 
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4.11.80 

NO. 283 OF: 1980  

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Do films shown in Spanish in Gibraltar undergo any censorship 
in the same way as films in English do? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR. HOUSING AND SPORT 

At present powers exist under the Entertainments Ordinance 
to ask•for. a preview only of those films classified 'X' by 
the British Board of Film Censors. 

However by way of agreement with local exhibitors there are 
occasions when a Spanish film is viewed and, again by 
agreement, the film may be withdrawn. 

• 
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4.11.80 

No 284 of 1980  

THE HON P J ISOLA 

,Does Government not consider that some posters advertising "X" 
•films'in Gibraltar are offensive and obscene and is Government 
powerless in the matter? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING  
AND SPURT 

Exhibitors normally exercise control over the posters of "X" 
films and those concerned with allowing such films often 
impose a condition:. ..,that certain posters should not be 
punished. I should point out however that Under (Part 8) 
of the ,Criminal Offences Ordinance any person publishing any 
article which is considered offensive and obscene may be 
committing an offence. 
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4.11.80 

NO. 285 OF 1980  

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Now that there can be no doubt that Government has broken its 
promises to the Tenants of Varyl Begg that work on the roofs 
of the Estate would commence at first in Spring and then in 
Bummer, will Government make a clear and concise statement 
of the position in relation to the Varyl Begg situation and 
inform the House as to the reasons why no work has yet 
commenced on the pitched roofs? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

The Attorney General will.be making a detailed statement to 
the House on this subject. 
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L .11.80 

NO. -286 OF 1980 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Can Government state what delay, if any, there 
of the Lime Kiln Steps modernisation project? 

ANSWER  

ORAL 

is in the completion 

TIE HON TBE MINISTER FOR  PUBLIC WORKS 

Yes, Sir. This scheme has 
Twelve out of the fourteen 
in June, 1980, but four of 
sewage and electricity are 
of the works are complete.  

been extended to include a second phase. 
units in the first phase were completed 
these cannot be occupied until services 
laid and the remaining six until Phase lA 
Two flats are at present occupied. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 286 OF 1980 

HON.J BOSSANO! 

Mr Speaker, when is the second phase likely to be completed so that 
the ones that have been ready since June can in fact be taken into 
occupation? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE; 

I should think, Sir, about. February, 1982, Sir. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

1982, Mr Speaker. Doesn't the Minister consider that it is a long 
tine to have houses completed and not available for occupation and 
wasn't thi3 taken into account in the original planning of the two 
phases? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The position is two-fold, Sir. First of all, it is a very difficult 
site and to do phase lA all the scaffolding tends to interfere very 
considerably with the approaches to the first phase. At the same 
time there is quite a lot of dust and nuisance value and the scaf-
folding also means you can't even open the windows. The second point, 
Sir, is that when we started this-modernisation, we did not know to 
the full extent what was the condition of the buildings and we have 
found that they are in a far worse condition than we had anticipated, 
s much so that borne of tile buildings have actually had to be demo-
lished and be rebuilt from scratch. This has put back the period of 
getting everything ready by six months or so and that is why we do, 
not, think we will be finished before February, 1982. 

HON J BOSSANO 

Would the Minister not agree that in view of the lack of work in the 
construction industry, generally, it would be opportune to try and 
get, the contractor to put extra labour on this particular project and 
accelerate it so that he can make use. of -_,the houses _he, has already 
got completed? 
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2. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I see that there is some consideration for that to be done but I 
think the site is so difficult that you cannot put very many more 
people cnto the site by the actual physical constraints. The actual 
passageway up to the top part where they are working and if the 
Member would like to come and visit the site with me sometime I 
would be happy to take him round, does make it very difficult. If 
you put a lot of extra men there they are really not going to be 
able. to do very much more than is being done at the moment. 

fip 
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)4.11.80 

NO. 287 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Can _Government state when the bedsitters under construction at Prince 
Edward's Road are now expected to be completed? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

In December 1980, Sir. 
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L1..11.80 

NO. -288 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE. HON J BOSSANO  

Can Government state what is the cost of reclamation per square foot 
of land produced: 

a) next to the Viaduct Distiller, 

b) in the new container base? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, with regard to the area:'" 

A) Next to the Viaduct Distiller - 

The cost is of the order of £O.46 ft2  of unconsolidated 
ground, only suitable for very light temporary structure 
at this stage, or more permanent building if piling or 
heavy raft construction is used. 

The above relates to present conditions. Reclamation in 
deeper water and changes in the availability of debris 
can significantly alter these costs. 

B) At the new container Berth - 

The cost is of the order of g14.80 per square foot if 
the berthing structure is included, but g7.240 per 
square foot for land created without any containment 
or protection. 

SUPPLErENTARY TO QUESTILT NO. 288 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Would the Hon Member agree that if the order of costs next to the 
Viaduct Distiller is in the region of the rigure he has mentioned 
or slightly above that figure, there is a case of Government con-
sidering having a permanent reclamation programme and investigating 
what other areas can be reclaimed to produce land at what must be 
considered a relatively cheap price? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, I quite agree, Sir, but I think this area next to the Viaduct 
Distiller which can extend right out to the Varyl Begg Estate, will 
keep any tipping that is available going for at least the next 5 to 
10 years. 
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4.11.80 

NO. .289 OF.1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Is Government satisfied that there is no danger of landslide from 
the manner in which sand is being removed by the Gibraltar Quarry 
Company?' 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, the sand is being removed with care, with the ultimate inten-
tion of road widening. 

The present excavation is exposing an old or original face as 
evidenced by the markings cut i.uto it. Hence the situation is 
reverting to a form which possibly existed before the road was 
built. 

A careful check is being maintained on the exposed face and it is 
unlikely that a landslide will occur. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 289 OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Will the Hon Member not agree that the question of the likelihood 
of it happening is not enough to reassure completely people on the 
area and that it would be desirable that there should be a guarantee 
from him that the Government will keep a constant watch on the 
situation to eliminate every possibility however unlikely? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, I am happy to give that guarantee.. A constant watch is 
being maintained all the time now. What is actually being removed 
is loose sand that has slipped down and has covered the old face, 
so they are not actually cutting into the solid face at all. 
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NO 290 OF 19 60 
4.11.80 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Is Government satisfied with the trading position of. the Gibraltar 
Quarry Company Ltd as reflected in the accounts laid on the table 

and, if 'not, what steps does Government intend taking to ,  

substa4ially improve its trading position? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Government is fully aware of the problems which the Gibraltar 

Quarry Company has been facing and of its trading position as 

re'f'lected in the Company's accounts which have been tabled earlier 

in this meeting. The sand-winning project, fundod by ODA grant 

aid, has so far failed to operate in the manner envisaged by the 

consultants. Government is looking to the consultants to put 

matters right at their own expense and this is being done. 

The Gibraltar quarry Company, in taking over an operatica'that was 

not working effectively, has incurred substantial expenses in the 

process of supplying sand which would not haiTc arisen had it been 

handed over as a going concern. The Consultants have assured 

Government that they will succeed in getting the said to slide down 

the chute from the top right down to the hoppers at the bottom 

and when this is done the Company's trading position will be 

improved to the extent of making it a financially viable venture 

which is what the Consultants had undertaken to do in the first 

place, 
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4.11.80 

No, 291 of 1380  

THE HON W T  SCOTT 

Is Government now in a position to sue the consultants 
appointed by them for the sand reclamation project on 
the east side? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE :aNTSTER FOR a';ORIKS  

The Government has taken legal advice on the matter, and 
has further action under consideration, 

• 
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4.11.80 

NO.. 292 QF.".1.98b.. . 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIRA  

Can Government act promptly in getting the ,area of the Boys' 

Comprehensive School cleaned .up and embellished so that the 

students feel pride for their school premises, if for no other 

reason? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE-HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

There have been a number of works in progress in this area recently, 
ie the new Marina, Bayside Pumping Station, new sewer and water 

mains. These works are now nearing completion and a general clean'  

up of the area including the removal of numbers of derelict vehicles 

in the vicinity has commenced.. Reinstatement of excavation damage 

t6 the road'. has almost' been completed and laying of a pavement in the 

North Side is due to be started next. week. scheme for embellishing 

the access roads is also being prepared for inclusion in next year's 

Draft .Estimates. Final resurfacing . will not bOarried out until 

the Marina Project is finished, otherwise heavy construction traffic 

might damage the wearing surface. 
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NO.  293 OF 1980 ' OPAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Will Government sponsor Distric-u.  Committees to embellish our town 
which is giving a greater impression of decadence month by month? 

(POSTPONED TO THE NEXT MEETING OF THE HOUSE) 
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4.11.80 
liftla 2314of 1980 

THE HON i\ J ITAILNES 

Will Government give a full,and . detailed account of the repairs 
or works recommended to be carried out during the lest two years 
by the Environmental Health Department with respect to Casola 
Buildings? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINIS=  FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

This is a matter ,on which I will comment during my 
intervention in the daboto on the motion on Casola's 

i 
'buildings of which notice has been given. 
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ANNUAL ANNUM, AN NUAL 
MAINTENANCE MAINTENANCE • MAINTENANCE 

(4.86) . (5.07) 
22100 20924. 23040 

(6.57) (6.65) (8.51) .  
29867 30248 38679 

4-.11.80 
NO 295 OF q9,8.P.  

THE  HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government give the figures and costs for water production from 
available sources for the months of July, August and September 1980 
and-state what the stocks were at 30 september 1980? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE. HON THE MINISTER.FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

The figures for Water Produ.ction from available sources for the months 
of July, August and September are as• follows: 

•••-,01-111..vm 

SOURCE 

 

JULY AUGUST 

M3' 

     

     

SEPTEhinii;J:?. 

RAINFALL 

WELLS 

MI DISTILLER . 

V'I'E DISTILLER.  

IMPORTATION 

IMP fame boa 

(1.73) (2,92) (2.22) 
. .7898 8739 10086 

Stocks at the, enr3, of September were 424263m3. ,  (9.73 million gallv.hs). 

At present the estimated operating_ costs are as follows:- 

RAIWALL g0037/m3  

L0.31/m3  

2.16/m3  

g2.33/m3  

£.2.29/3113  

:WELLS 

IMPORTATION 

NF DISTILLER 

-R
I
B DISTILLER 
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4.11.80 

No, 296 of 1980 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Can Government confirm.that water :4.8 still being abstracted from 
exploratory boreholes in the deep drilling operation and can 
Government state when it envisages it will be in a position to 
determine whether water of good quality can be economically 
abstracted and can Government also state the total cost to 
date of this deep drilling operation 

WRITTEN  ANSWIR 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC  WORKS  

After the initial short duration pumping test no further water 
has been abstracted from the exploratory boreholes. It is 
envisaged that•long term pumping tests will begin in late 
November or early December when special apparatus, being 
prepared by the Institute of Geological Sciences for monitoring 
various tests parameters, is expected to arrive. In the mean-
time an interim report of the deep drilling operation has been 
received and a programme' foP catchment study and analysis of 
water seeping ,  through various tunnels is in progress. The 
bulk of the costs of the exploration is due to the actual 
drilling operations which has already been concluded, The 
total Lost to date is £259,899 thanks to ODA Development Grant. 
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14.11.80 
NO 297 OF 1980  

THE HON W T SCOTT 

1 
What further progress can Government report on the barrier at Cornwall's 
Ilane having regard to the information given to this House in July, 1980? 

. . • WRITTEN ANSWER - 

THE HON THE HINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

The time allowed by the Nuisance Order expired on 22 September and, as 
is customary, a warning letter informing the owner that further legal 
prodeedings would follow if nothing was done to repair tne roof in question 
was sent on 17 October. 

Since the risk of a masonry fall still exists, the barrier is being 
maintained until effective repairs are carried out. 
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4.11.80 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Can Government state what is currently being undertaken by the 
Public Works Department at the Piazzella at Governor's Parade 
and at what cost? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

At the request of the residents living in the properties surrounding 
the Piazzella at Governor's Parade, Government agreed to construct 
two small benches and a flowerbed in an attempt to stop the area 
being used as a football ground. "No Ball Playing" signs have also 
been erected. 
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4.11.80 

No. 29 f 1pf0 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Is Government now in a position to state when the Water cistern 
at Anderson House will be emptied and cleaned? . 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC nRKS 

Work on the emptying and cleaning of the water cistern at Anderson. 
House is presently being carried out ,  and is. expected to be 
completed by next week. 
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4.11.80 

. NO 300 OP 1980  

TEE HON W T SCOTT 

What further progress can Government inform this House on with respect 
to the paving of Rosia Road? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

• THE HON TIM MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

The paving and other works at the east side of Rosia Road is being undertaken 
in stages. The first stage of paving was-commenced last year when a token 
vote of £1,000 was provided in the estimates. A further token sum of £2,000 
was provided in the .1980/81 Estimates of which £1,022 has been expended to 
date. 

A scheme has been prepared for the. construction of parking bays on the wider 
sections of the pavement to the south of the present works. It is intended to 
include the .scheme in the 1981/82.Draft Estimates. 
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4.11.80 
NO 301 OP 1980  

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government consider paving the west side of South Barrack Road, opposite 
the Barracks, and provide better public lighting along that stretch? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

• THE HON TIM KINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

In 19'77/78 some new paving works were carried out on this stretch of road in 
conjunction with the extra parking bPys provided outside South Pavillion. 
This new pavement was carried northwards from South Favillion to a point where 
the road became too narrow to continue with the pavehk,,nt and allow for two•way 
traffic. 

The City Electrical Engineer has a scheme under consideration for improving the 
street lighting but unfortunately there are several schemes with a much higher 
priority. 
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4.11:80 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Can Government now state whether the Public Works Department 
Garage is completed with respect to the information given to 
this House in July, 1980? . 

• 
WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER  -TOR PUBLIC WORKS 

This project has been troubled by delays caused by late shipment 
of essential materials and. fitments, difficulties in the nupply 
of concrete and the Contractor encountering problems with 
recruitment of skilled labour/tradesmen. It is now hoped that 
it will be hand0 over to Government as substantially complr,ct 
next month. 

.1, 
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4.11.80 

NO 303 OF 1980  

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Gan Government explain why tenders for the extension of the Air Terminal 
have not yet been advertised? • 

WRITTEN AITEATaR  

THE'HON THE MINISTER POR PUBLIC nam  

It is anticipated .that this project will be put out to tenter in January 1901. 
Structural and working drawings prepared by PO are completed as far as 
possible. . 

Drawings by steelwork, roofing and cladding specialists are now being finalised. 
The FWD project architect., held a co—ordination meeting on .7 OCtober in boudon 
with the Contractors involved to expedite this matter. 

Bills of quantities are well under way but delayed due to information awaited 
from finalisation of specialist drawings. 

_Various items, however, have. now been ordered ar.are in the process of being 
Ordered to ;minimise material delivery delays during the contract period. 
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NO. 30L1 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Having regard to the recent tender notice on the refurbishing of 
the Middle School at the Old Grammar School site, will Government 
confirm that it still envisages part of this school to be ready 
for occupation in March, 1981? 

(POSTPONED TO THE NEXT MEETING OF THE HOUSE) 

a-; 
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4.11.80 

No. .305 of 1980 

The Hon Major R J Peliza 

Can Government make a special effort to clean and tidy up 
Gibraltar commencing by instituting en effective 'system for 

• disposing of derelict vehicles? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

, The Chief Minister is making 6 statement on the first part of 
the question with regard to derelict cars. 

The system for disposing of—them has already been improved and 
63 vehicles have been removed during October end up to the time 
of preparation of this reply. The intensive campaign continues. 
A total of 470 has been disposed 'of so far this year. 
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4-.11.80 
NO 306 OF 1980  

. THE HON G T RESTANO  

IS.  Government satisfied that No. 5 Jetty is sufficiently solid to. 
withstand the continuous vibrations of a Generating Station? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WRKS  

The foundations of the new generating station will be designed by the 
successful contractor, subject.  to approval by the Consu]tant. The load from 
the generators and the vibrations during operation will be transmitted into 
the engine bed and through piling to the underlying strata. 

Only the loading of the power station building other than the engine beds 
will be carried by the jetty structure. 
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4.11.80 
No. -'1(27 of 1_980 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

'What are Government's plans for the small area south of the 
new Casemates Development Project? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER  FOR PUBLIC  VORKS 

i • 
! The land to the south of the Casemates Development ?reject 16 

part of the area leased to the developers. Its use is limited to 
providing a private car park for the tenants of Casemate& 

. House. 
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• Li- .11 .80 
NO 308 OP 1980  

THE HON G T RESTANO  

• Will Government state when development at Catalan Bay will commence? 

WRITTEN. ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR.  PUBLIC WORKS  

. It is intended to commence the development at Catalan Bay consisting of 
12 flats in January 1981. 
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Males 59 
Females 

Mal e6 , 24 
Fpmales LI 

Males 76 
Females 2 

•1 

96 

67 163 

78 78 
111.••••••••••1 

241 

4-.11.80 

,NO 309 OF 1980  

 

.THE  HON W T SCOTT 

Can Government give a breakdown of unemployment figures in the 
different categories as at 30 September 1980? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC-DEVELOPMENT, TRADE  
AND LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

The figures at the'end of Sg?tember 1980 were as follows: 

BRITISH: • TOTAL 
Adults 

JUveniles 

AIAENS: 
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4.11.80 

NO 310 OF 1960.  

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Will Government state whether the Persons in charge. of the present 
Attendance Centre are properly trained or qualified persons? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOWaT, TRADE  
AND LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

I am not aware that it is necessary- for a person. in charge of an Attendance 
Centre to have any specific - training or qualifications. 
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4.11.80' 

No. 3.11_21:22182 

THE HON MAJOR R j PELIZA - 

1: 

Is Government conscious of the fact that tourists disembarking 
from cruise liners become disillusioned with their visit to 
Gibraltar with their first and last impression of the disordered 
state Of the wharfage area they have to pass on their way to the 
Town Centre and on their r-eturn to their ship and do they propose 
to put this matter right? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE  MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
TRADE AND LABOUR,AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

The fact that cruise liners berth at the commercial port, where 
commercial cct°ivit F.es are undertaken must necessarily mean that 
the area cannot be made as attractive as one would wish. The 
present exceptional situation, which the Hon Member refers to as 
"disordered", and which is confined to .the cmmercial port area, 
is of course due to the extensive develotmen'y of the port now 

.heing undertaken and which ell will recognise as essential. I 
.should point out, however that the whole length of the roadway 
from the Flying Angel Club to town is ulcer of obstructions and 
eyesores. 

The situation generally will be greatly improved when the 
development i8 completed. The Consultants carrying out the Port 
Feasibility Study rave been asked to look into the question of 
a passenger terminal, 
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4.11.80 
NO 312 OF 1980  

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Will Government state for how long empty beer barrels have been allowed to 
be stacked in the Port area? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE  
'AND LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

Empty beer barrels have always been stqcked within the port area prior to 
shipment. They were previously stowed at the southern end of No 1 Jetty, 
out of the public eye. Owing to the re-shuffling of berths required as a 
result of the development of the port, it has been necessary 'to allow barrels 
to be stowed between bertns 3E and 4. Once the new container terminal is in 
operation, it should be possible to re-site the storage area for the barrels 
out of public view. Allowing barrels to be stacked ih the Port area shortly 
before shipment enables ships to turn around more quickly. 
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4.11.80  
• NO  313 OF 1980  

TEE HON A J HAYNES  

`Will Government state their reasons for allowing the conditions at the 
Port to deteriorate to such an extent that working conditions h, ••• ;,,,eome 
dangerous? 

WRITTEN  ANSWER 

THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRA4-)E &  
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

I do not accept that the Government has allowed the conditions at the 
p6rt to deteriorate in the manner suggested. -  Certain unavoidable difficulties. 
have arisen as a result of the port development at present being enrried out 
which, as I have previously said, all concerned surely recognise a essential 
and which will be overcome when the development is completed. 

The question of working conditions is one of the many aspects of the.  port 
being examined by the Consultants carrying out the Port Feasibjlity Study. 
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4.11.80 

NO 314 OF 1980  

THE HON 'MAJOR R J PELIZA  

CoLd Government give urgent attention to providing adequate parking 
spiace for taxis at Waterport when waiting for the arrival of tourists? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPI:ENT, 
TRADE :,ND LANLR AND SOrliAL ECURITY 

Arrangements are being made to transfer Gibraltar Underwater Contractors 
Limited from their present Waterport site to within the Revenue enclosure 
wharf. This will provide additional space for the parking of taxis. 

In addition, the matter is being studied by the Consultants who will report 
On the future development of the Port, including. the question of ferry 
services. 
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4 .11 . 8 0 

NO 315 OF 1980  

THE HON P X ISOLA  

t1hy has Government not yet prepared plans and putout to tender a site 
for development as a multi-storey car park? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON TIE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DITTELOKMIT„ 
TRADE AHD LABOUR AND SOCIAL NCURITY  

The preparation of plans for a multi-storeyed car park and invitation to 
tender must necessarily be governed by the availability.  of a suitable site. 
As the House is aware from my reply to question 214 at the last sitting of 
the House, Government has been considering designating the site of the IJarried 
Officers Quarters at Casemates for this purpose-but this .was dependent on the 
reprovisioning of seven quarters before the site could be released by the .  
Ministry of Defence. I am glad to say .that the HOD has agreed to the site 
being advertised as a preliminary to the Selection of a suitable developer 
and it is expected that once the potential disposal of the site hap boon. 
formally approved in accordance with Section 75 of the Constitution. an. 
advertisement will appear in the press within the next few weeks, possibly 
later this month... 
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NO. 316 OF 1980  = ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Can Government state if there are buildings in Old Naval Hospital 
Road which were given planning permission on condition that they 
provided a specified number of garage spaces and has this been 
complied with and are these spaces being put to their intended 
use? 

(POSTPONED TO THE NEXT MEETING OF THE HOUSE) 
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WRITTEN ANSWER 

NO 317 OF 1980  

THE HON P J ISOLA.  

What plans does. Government have for the development of the Old Command 
Education Office, Cornwall's Parade situate as it is in a prime position 
in the City? 

:THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOgIC DEVELOPMMT, TRADE 
AND LABOUR ArlD SOCIAL SECURITY 

Various proposals have been considered over the past for the redevelopment 
of the Old Command - Education Centre in terms of optimum benefits consistent 
with good planning principles. The options are restricted by the property's 
location in a densely builtup residential area and the desirability of 
retaining a rather attractive facade to Cornwall's Parade. 

J.' 
This property is extensively dealt 'with in "The Approach and Proposals" 
section of the Gibraltar City Plan in terms of conservation within as area 
of quality and character requiring protection and enhancement. 

The Development & Planning Commission is currently considering development 
proposals for the conversion of the property ,into Government offices. This' 
would entail the demolition of the buildings damaT:ed by fire together with Le 
complex. of single storey structures at the rear of the site and the retention 
of the main building fronting Cornwall's Parade. 
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4.11.80 
No* 718 of 1980 

THE HON .W T SCOTT 

Will Government explain its policy with respect to the recent 
official notice advertising tenders for three plots of land 
near Buena Vista for private development? 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
• TRADE  AND LABOUR AND.  SOCIAL SECURITY  

.. • 

The policy of the Goverr..ment has always been and continues to be 
to encourage and facilitate development in the private as well as 
.the public Sector. Where land is involved, priority of allocation 
muryt necessarily be accorded to public needs but provided these 
needs are not prejudiced land is also Made available whenever 
possible to private interests for residential or other purposes 
for which there is a demand to supplement Government's own 
development programmes. 

.The Buena Vista Cottage site was such an occasion and should result 
in the erection of a limited number of houses without any cost 
to public funds. 
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NO. 319 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

What are the plans for the area known as Maida Vale? 

. (POSTPONED TO THE NEXT. MEETING OF TiE HOUSE) 
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4.11.80 

NO 320 OF 1980  

THE HON A T LODDO  

Has there been any penalty imposed on the developers of Maida Vale for the 
non-development of this,property? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

Sir, I propoSe to answer this question together with Question No. 319. 
The site at Maida Vale has a long and chequered history. It was originally 
put out to tender in March 1957 as the result Of an application made by a 
local firm for the land. The tender was on the basis of a 99 year lease 
preceded by a building -licence. 

No tenders were received.and direct negotiations then proceeded with the 
Company which had initiated the proposals to build an hotel on the site. An 
agreement was eventually entered into With this firm in March 1958 on the same. 
conditions as in the tender notice. This provided that failure to erect the 
hotel as approved ..within the period Stipulated would enable the Governor, as 
landlord, to re-enter upon the site and terminate the agreement. In that event 
the landlord.would, if he decided to complete the hotel., pay compensation 
equalling three quarters of the amount spent by the Company on the site. 

The Company Trras. unable to comply with its Obligations and-was allowed to 
assign its interest subject to the payment of a penalty of 12,000 and to anew 

'completion .date filed for 33. December 1963. This new.Company, in turn, was 
unable to discharge its obligations (having inter alia paid only a half 'of the.  
penalty) but the Administration was unable to take advantage of its power to 
resume possession .es it wss not in a position_ to i..eet the Company's clam for 
compensation which amounted to £50,P00. 

The assigres eventually went into liquidation but the site continued to be 
occupied the first Company as the main or sole creditors of the other 
Company* 

These are the bare bones of a complicated sequence cf events. The position 
- was, however, not allowed to rest inactive and attempts continued to be made 
over the years to reach a satisfactory conclusion which would ensure that.  
the hotel was completed.. 

This has been Government's main concern but, understandably, financial and 
other factors over the. last few years have militated against an early or facile 
solution. The latest position is that the developers engaged a leading firm of 
consultants last year to undertake a feasibility study on the prospects for a 
self-catering apartment hotel in line with modern trends. As is to be expected 
the current cost of erecting such a building must be considered in terms of 
economic viability and, in the light of the uncertainties as to the future, any 
quick decision On the part of the developers must unfortunately be ruled out. 
Further approaches by the developers to Government are expected. 

I am sorry that.  it has been necessary.to give this rather,long answer but 
felt that without such .a recital it would not have been possible-to give the 
inf,ormation required. ' 

• 
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WRITTEN  ANSWER 

4.11.80 

Noo 321 of 1980 

THE HON A J HAYNES 

What is the present position as.regards the development of 
Engineer House? 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
TRADE AND LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

The development of Engineer House has been included in the draft 
Development Programme for 1981/4. This project will consist of 
the construction of 36 flats for .allocation by.  the Housing 
Departments 
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4.11.80 

NO 322- 0F 1980  

THE HON,,,A  

Can Government state what were the Public Health requirements that 
justified the allocation by the Government to a private company on 
the North Mole of a substantial additional area to their premises 
which now seem to comprise double the existing area previously held 
by-this- company? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Notice was served by the Chief Public Health Inspector (as he was 
then styled) on Gibraltar Cold Sto:':-es Ltd in September 1978 indicating 
that certain provisions of the Food Hygiene Regulations were being 
contravened. These breaches included an item relating to the fabric 
of the building and read as follows:- 

"Portions of the insulation to the walls and ceilings of the Chambers 
have fallen and hence they are not in good order, repair or condition. 
The floor to one of the Chambers .is not in good order, repair and 
condition." 

The condltIon of -the building, which included cracks in the roof 
membrane, rherefore called. for major repairs requiring the closing down 
of the bulk of the store with .a consequential loss of 75% of the 
available storage area and a considerable reduction in the stocks 
of refrigerated foods in Gibraltar. 

The reason for the allocation of the additional seventy feet was 
therefore twofold. Firstly, it would enable the company, without 
affecting local stocks, to:- ; 
a. defrost its biggest Chamber, to repair the floor and renew the, 

insulation; 

b. comply with the Food Hygiene Regulations. 

Secondly, and, in the longer term, it would provide the Company with more 
storage accommodation to cope with increased demands for frozen foods 
Which could not be met with its existing storage capacity. 
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4.11.80 

NO 323 OF 1980  

THE HON A J HALES  

Will Government state the present position as regards their efforts to 
obtain Jetty No 4 from MOD? 

WRITTEN ANSWER  

THE HON .THE MINISTER FOR ECONGZIC DEVELOPME'ITT,.. TRADE AND  
• • LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

The Government expects that No 4:Jetty will come under the jurisdiction of-
the Port Department at the end of the 'year, or ilossibly before then, subject 
to satisfactory negotiations of the terms of transfer. It is, my 
understanding that •the shed on No 4 Jetty has been virtually vacated by 
PSTO(N) in anticipation of this event. It is also expected that the Jetty 
will come over to the Government without incumbrance so that the extra berths 
which will thus be at the disposal of the Captain of the Port will be 
available for the discharge and handling of cargo which is the overriding 
pressing need at the Port.- 
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4.11.80 

fal 32211_911180 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Is Government now in a position to allocate accommod6tion at. 
Wellington Front to Youth Associations and other clubs and 
will Government. Proceed to do this without further delay so 
that on the final vacation of Wellington Front by GBC the 
premises are put to good use without delay? 

WRITTEN ANSWER. 

.THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
TRADE AND LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Government is not yet in a position to allocate the remaining 
accommodation at Wellington Front, the bulk of which i s still • 
occupied by the Public ftrks Department and by GBC. There is 
9 considerable number of possible candidates for the rooms 
available including the Telephone Department. In view of the 
nature of the accommodation and the lack of sanitary facilities 
the difficulties which these have presented to the Development 
and Planning Commission have made it necessary for further 
investigations to be carried out before recommendations con be 
mode to the Government. I may add that the Commission has benh 
informed that the accommodation occupied by GBC cannot be felead 
until early next year whilst the ability of the Public Works 
*Department to release their vaults will depend on their being . able 
to implement the planned centralisation of their stores. I 
naturally agree that it would be desirable for the allocation to 
be completed before the accommodation becomes available and the 
Commission has this very much in mind. 
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A , 
WRITTEN ANSWER 

s;  

4.11.80 
No. 325 of 1980 

'THE; HON P J.I.SOLA 

Can Government give any explanation for the delay in the 
transfer of the Radio Station at Wellington Front to Broad- 

. casting House and can Government state what is holding 
things up? 

• 

THE HON 'PETE CHIEF MINISTER 

1 I 

Tests have revealed that the existing structure of the buil6ing 
in the area of the Radio Studio is not as soundproof as hpd 
been expected. Steps are being taken to put in hand improvements, 
but as these involve the importation of special acoustic 
materials, there has been some delay, and present indications, 
are that these will not arrive in Gibra'Atar before the end of 
the year. 

Every effort i s however being made to expedite matters. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 275 OF 1980 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Will Government give a breakdown of how.the £150,000 in the 
Tourist Office vote of the 1980/81 Estimates, Head 24, Sub-
Head 14, are being spent and if any supplementary provisions 
are in mind to counteract the expected decrease in the number 
of tourists coming to Gibraltar this winter season? 

,QUESTION WITHDRAWN 

, ORAL 

1



NO. 223 OF 1980  

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Will Government sponsor District Committees to embellish our town 
which is giving a greater impression of decadence month by monti?  

VEST ION WITHDRAWN 

2



17.12 .80 

• 1.5.24_29112F 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, having regard to the recent tender notice on the refur-
bishing of the Middle School at the Old Grammar School site, will 
Government confirm that it still envisages part of this school to 
be ready for occupation in March, 1981? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Sir, it is anticipated that the Phase 1 project at Sacred Heart 
School, ie the repairs and minor alterations to the South Wing, 
together w_th the provision of a temporary toilet block which 
has already gone out to tender, will be ready for occupation 
after the Easter Holidays. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 316 OF 1980 .ORAL.  

THE HON MAJOR R eJ PELIZA 

Can Government state if there are buildings in Old Naval Hospital 
Road which were given planning permission on condition that they 
provided a specified number of garage spaces and has this been 
complied with and are these spaces being put to their intended 
use? 

QUEST  ION WITHDRAWN 
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NO.- 319 OF 1980 ORA 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, what are the plans for the area known as Maida Vale? 

ANSWER 

THE  HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Mr Speaker, the Maida Vale site was originally made available by 1  
the Government in 1958 for hotel development. Work commenced in 
1962 but came to a stop some time later due to changes in the 
economic climate at the time which affected the financial position 
of the company undertaking the development. Their successors in 
title continue to hold the land for this,  purpose and last year 
engaged a firm of consultants to advise them on the economics of 
their proposals for a modern, self catering apartment hotel.. The 
contents of the consultants' report were subsequently discussed 
with the Financial and Development Secretary. No decision has 
yet been taken but the matter is expected to be discussed again 
when the situation has been clarified.. 

S SuP-LEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 319 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, presumably this re-appraisal will not take another 22 
years because I have noticed it has taken. 22. years fox' these 
developers to engage consultants. 

HON *A J CANEPt.: 

I can undertake, Mr Speaker, that we will Lot allow this to go 22 
years. I think that it should be possible to re-appraise the 
situation in the next few months having regard to the outcome of 
talks on the De:r.t Development Programme, on the one hand, and per-
haps having regard to the rather more delicate matter of the re- 
opening of the frontier. I hope that the frontier will not take 
22 years to reopen, but there we are. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, is any time condition imposed on this Company? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I am not. aware that there is a time condition, no. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is there any way that Government can impose a time condition? 
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HON A' J CANEPA: 

I think we would certainly ensure that if sufficient progress isi 
not made then the right which this Company have is terminated and 
the site perhaps put out to tender again but there are certain 
conditions under which the Government could, in the past, in whiCh 
it could have stepped in and taken over and I think I provided 
some details in the answer to Question No. 320 which I think was; 
given as a written answer as to what the state of affairs was inl 
the past. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Can I take it then, Mr Speaker, that there is a firm commitment of 
Government that if development is not proceeded with sufficiently 
fast or doesn't commence within d specific period of time, Govern-
ment will take action and take over the site? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Yes, I think we will have to take action, we will do our best to 
expedite the matter. 
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NO26  OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTAY0 

17.12.80 

ORAL 

  

• Mr $pecker, has Government taken a decision to put up a prominent 
sig4 in the Departure Lounge at the Airport making it clear that 
the perfumery and beauty products being sold there are not Duty 
Free? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Yes, Sir. Two signs will be put up in the Departure Lounge. One 
will read "Duty Free" and will be fixed,cver the counter selling 
wines, sj:,irits, cigarettes and tobacco.. The second sign will read 
"Duty Paid" and will be fixed over. he counter selling perfumery 
and beauty products. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO2UESTIONI NO. 326 OF  1980  

HON- G T RESTANO: 

I am grateful for that,. Mr Speaker. Can the Hon Financial and 
Development Secretary.say.when these signs will be put up? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: - 

I saw the signs yesterday and they have just got to be screwed in. 
:I should think they will be up within the.  next. day or •.so.• 
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17.12.80 

Ep_i_lq2 OF 1980 
THE HON G T RESTANO  

ORAL 

Will Government state which commitments will be covered by the 
recent Lim loan bearing. 10% tax free interest? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as stated in the prospectus issued by the Govern-
ment. on 13th November, 1980, inviting applications for subscriptions 
to this loan, the proceeds will be applied towards the financing of 
development schemes generally. The loan moneys will be credited to 
the Improvement and Development Fund to enable it to meet commit-
ments on tie 1978/81 Development Programme. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 327 OF 1980 

HON G T REST=0: 

Mr Speaker, are there no specific areas which the loan will cover, 
areas of development, that is? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is extremely difficult to say that this or that 
project will be funded from this or that money. What one does is 
to prepare a list of projects showing what funds are required to 
complete them and then to work out how much la required and where 
the funds can come from and it is not usual to hypothecate any 
individual sums to specific projects. As money is required for a 
project it is taken out of the Improvement and Development Fund. 
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17.12.80 

NPe.3a§.._PF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON 0- T RESTANO 

Mr ‘ peaer, will Government amend the existing legislation so that 
Scoqters off yachts visiting Gibraltar which do not require to be 
registered in their country of origin can land in Gibraltar? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR IipUSING AND SPORT  

No, Sir. The-GovernMent does not consider such a change dezirable. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 328 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, will the Minister say why? 

HON H J KAMMITT: 

For a number of reasons, Mr Speaker. Vehicles using our roads must 
per force conform to minimum basic safety standards, this is to 
safeguard the interest of the general public.' Indeed, it is for 
this purpose that all motor vehicles using our roads require to 
be insured against Third Party risks. There cannot be any discri-
mination or preferential treatment in this matter. Moreover, our 
regulations have to.  conform with our obligations under the Geneva 
Convention on road:. and motor transport. 

HON .G T RESTANO: 

Will the Minister not agree, Mr Speaker, that the facility for 
scooters landing off yachts in, I would - say, the majority of ports 
catering for yachts at least in the Western Mediterranean are there? 
Yachtsmen can unload their scooters, they do have this facility, 
they have this facility, I am told, very nearby in Spanish ports, 
they do also in French ports. Why cone,lot those yachtsmen have the 
same facility in Gibraltar? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, the position in the law is that the Traffic (International 
Circulation) Regulations state that no motor vehicle, which defini-
tion includes a motor cycle, may be used in Gibraltar unless it is 
licensed in any other country or in Gibraltar.-  The longest unin-
terrupted period a vehicle can remain in Gibraltar with foreign 
registration is 180 days. The vehicle must display registration 
marks and international signs of the place of registration and 
must be insured against Third Party liability with an authorised 
insurer. The Motor Vehicles (Temporary Importation) Rules, book-
let 5, requires adequate security to provide for the payment of 
import duty on. default or breach of these regulations, there are 
also Customs connotations. 
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2. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr bpeaker, I agree that the vehicles should be insured and I think 
in most cases they are insured but it ib not a question of insurance, 
it is a question of registration. A yacht may arrive in Gibraltar 
onl

y 
 for a 2 or 3 day visit and the normal facilities are that they 

can use their scooters in the area provided they are insured but not 
in Gibraltar, I ask again, why? 

HON H J aAMMITT: 

They can use their vehicles, Mr Speaker. Provided the vehicle is 
insured and the vehicle is registered, of course, they can use their 
vehicles in. Gibraltar provided that they fall within the laws of 
Gibraltar that require that a vehicle is insured with an accepted 
insurer. There is nothing at all to stop them landing their motor 
cycles in Gibraltar. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, surely the position mustbe that if a yacht or even a 
car arrives on the Mons Calpe with foreign registration plates or 
even without plates as far as the yacht is concerned as long as it 
can be identified as coming from a yacht, surely, as long as it is 
insured the Gibraltar Government should not put difficulties in the 
way of owners using their vehicles in Gibraltar because I would have 
thought that the evils that the Minister has spoken of can •be very 
adequately catered for because it is so difficult to get them out 
once they are in. It should not be difficult to check up, surely, 
on foreign vehicles in Gibraltar, there are not that many. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

The question of landing a motor cycle off a yacht, Mr Speaker, if the 
motor cycle is registered in a country of origin which no doubt it 
would be, if it has an insurance policy, then of course there is 
nothing to prohibit that vehicle entering Gibraltar but if a motor 
cycle is not registered in any country and does not have an insurance 
policy then of course it cannot enter Gibraltar or for that matter 
any Vehicle coming off the Mons Qalpe cannot enter Gibraltar. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 329  OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO.  

Can Government 9ay what sort of response it has had to the 10% Tax 
Free Loan recently put on sale? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Yes, Sir. The response is encouraging, the total amount subscribed 
to the 12th December, 1980, was L754,100. The latest figure at 
clOse of play last night was £791,600. 

SUPPLEMTNTARY TO QUESTION NO. 329 OF 1:),(30 

HON J BOSak,"0: 

Will the Government consider the possibility of increasing the amount 
of loan stock available in view of its needs to raise money for 
development iv, in fact, it looks as if the original Llm is going to 
be exhausted? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Yes, Sir. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 330 OF. 1980 ORAL 

• THE HON J BOSSANO  

Can Government state what provisions are being made for a customs 
contp)1 post at Marina Bay? 

ANSWER 

THE 'HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY  

Mr Speaker, Sir, the original intention was to have the reporting 
station at the Marina Bay, but this was found to be impractical 
on further consideration. It is now proposed to set up a reporting 
station at the Commercial Wharf to clear all yachts arriving at 
Gibraltar from foreign. This. would meet Customs, Immigration and 
Port requirements. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO. 30 OF 19P0 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Will this, in fact, involve any additional staffing requirements 
for the customs control? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

No, Sir. 

1. 
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NO. 331 OF 1980  

THE HON A T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, would Government consider introducing TV Licence 
Stamps? 

Saving 

ANSWER  

THE  HON THE MINISTER FUR HOUSING AND SPORT  

(In the absence of the Hon the. Minister for Tourism 
and Postal Services) 

Mr Speaker, Sir, since October this year the Government has been 
considering introducing TV Licence Saving Stamps and alternative 
means of enabling the public to have to meet the cost of Govarn-
ment issued licences in Gibraltar. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 331 OF 1980 

YON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, the Government has been considering this since October, 
what is the Dc,sition now? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

The position, Mr Speaker, is that the matter has been looked at, 
there has been some correspondence with the Accountant-•General in 
this matter and there are certain aspects of value 'If stamps and 
possibly the issuing or the preparation of several cards for 
various licences, car licences is one, television licences the 
other that one can think of off hand. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Electricity bills. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I doubt that very much, Mr Speaker, because that comes on a monthly 
issue and therefore we would have to have £20 stamps. It could well.  
be  a £5 stamp, a £1 stamp or an ordinary postage stamp affixed to,a 
particular card, but so as not to provide the difficulty of change 
back into money which may be done, I don't know, we are thinking on 
the lines of being able to produce a card that may give you 20 weeks 
at £1 to cover a TV licence or whatever other licence we feel could 
be paid in this manner. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, will the Minister say that, in principle, Government has 
accepted to adopt this scheme and all that is awaited is the parti-
cular administrative arrangements and that the people of Gibraltar 
can look forward to that in the near future? 

13



2. 

HON if J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, this was brought to my attention, as I say, in October 
but I understand from the Chief Minister that this has been under 
consideration for some time. The only thing we are looking at now, 
Mr Speaker, is do we print new stamps for this, do we use our own 
postage stamps for this and such details and to see what complica-
tion, if any, could arise from doing this but certainly I think the 
people may be able to look forward to this venture. 
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17.12.80 

• NO. 332 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Sir, will Government state what monies spent under the different 
hems of expenditure in the Improvement and Development Funa 
between 1st April, 1980, and 30th November, 1980, have emanated 
from local sources and which from United Kingdom aid funds? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission I will deal with this Question 
and Question No. 333 at the same time. , 
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17.12.80 

NO. 0.1.2.7 1980 ORAL 

THE HON P  J ISOLA  

Sir, idan Government state the amounts actually spent on tne develop-
ment programme under the different heads of expenditure in the 
improvement and development fund numbered.101 to 113 head by head 
between 1st April, 1980, and 30th November, 1980? 

ANSWER  

TIE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, recorded expenditure from 
Development Fund to 30th November. is:- 

HEAD: ODA FUNDS 

the Improvement 

LOCAL FUNDS 

and 

TOTAL 

101 Housing 1,122,959 603,581 1,726,5L1.0 
102 Schools 1,117,521 103,758 1,221,279 

103 Tourist Development 28,483 28,483 

104 Miscellaneous Projects 246112 313,945 560,137 
105 General. Services 111,782 109,813 221,595 
106 Government Official 

Buildings 111,545 111,545 
107 Port Development 541,387 195,083 736,470 
108 Marina Development 27,072 27,072 
109 Public Lighting • 6,630 6,630 
110 Eleccricity Service 1,638 198,858 200,496 
111 Pota'L;le Water Service 129,341 70,468 199,809 
112 Telephone Service 330,752 330,752 

3,299,303 2,071,505 5,370,808 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 332 AND 333 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA; 

Mr Speaker, can the Financial and Development Secretary say whether 
there is any chance at all of the Government figure for expenditure 
for this year on development of £10,157,000 being reached having 
regard to the fact that the total spent to 30th Ncvember, although 
obviously an improvement on last year, is still just over half that 
amount? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, on the basis of present monthly performance of 
expenditure, we think that there is every likelihood of the total 
expenditure on the Improvement and Development Fund reaching the 
£10.15m which is projected' in the estimates. 
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2. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

That, will involve spending in four months over £L m. 

HON -FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Yes Mr Speaker, what I would point out is that the actual *expenditure 
on on-going projects at the moment is running at about £0.8m a month 
and that in addition to that we have some fairly heavy expenditure to 
pay out for ECGD funds at the beginning of 1981, in either January or 
February, depending upon the date on which we sign contracts for 
projects. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

There is, of course, no truth, is therei Sir, in what one has heard 
that especially in the case of the new Girls' Comprehensive School 
which seems to be slipping a bit, that there is quite a lot of under-
spending, that,the contractors are being asked to submit bills as -
quickly as possible by the Government, is that so? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

.Mr Speaker, Sir, I have certainly not asked the contractors for the 
Girls' school to submit any bills as quickly as possible although .I 
would say that in general I do like bills submitted quickly and paid 
quickly. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Could I ask, in view of the fact that Government hopes to spend the 
whble of the .£10m. fcrecast,.for the year,am I;to- understand from, 
this that the United Kingdom cash limits on spending on the develop-

- ment programme has been lifted or is the Gibraltar Government making 
up? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, if we. were to spend the £10.15m, the amount chargeable to ODA 
funds would be some £5.3m and we have been. discussing during the 
past 10 days with the representative.bfJ)DA a lifting.of the cash 
limit to enable us to receive that full amount. . 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Does that mean that if the cash limits are not raised then the ZlOm 
will not be spent? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

No, Mr Speaker. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Does it then mean that the Government will provide this from their 
own'resources and will those resources be the Consolidated Fund? 
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It is £0.9m, Sir. 

3. 

HON FINANCIAL AND. DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Zir, the arrangement would be that we would pay out the 
funds !and put it against an advance account for ODA to be met within 
the beginning of April, 1981. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Has Government received assurances that if it.does do that the money 
will be reimbursed and not made part of the new Development Programme? 
Did Government receive any assurances on that score because would not 
that be the possible result of such a move? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the only discussions that we have had is how to fund 
'this amount of money which.we expect to require this year. We have 
asked for supplementary provision to give us the amount of funds 
required. As a fall back to this and in the event of that not being 
agreed, and we have no reason to believe that it will not be agreed, 
but if it were not agreed, then we have made arrangements at the 
official level that we would set off the amount outstanding as an 
advance against ODA. That is the only discussion that we have held. 

MR SPEAKER: 

irfeare expanding the scope of the queytion. 

HON P. J 

This is of. importance, Mr -Speaker, this .is, in.fact, the most important 
.aspect of the economy of Gibraltar. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I have no doubt but it is question time,. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Could I therefore ask, is the present position that if the United 
Kingdom cash limits are not raised the approximate £2m left on that 
particular side of hopeful receipt, the whole of the 22m will be met 
or is there still some money that can be met from United Kingdom aid 
funds at the moment during the current year? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:, 

We have not exhausted United Kingdom aid funds at the moment for 
this year. The amount available is 24.4m and we have only dis-
bursed some £3.3m on these figures. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

So that really, Mr Speaker, the amount that is being withheld is 
approximately £700,000, is that right, on the United Kingdom cash 
limits? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 
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HON T' J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, on housing, I notice that the amount still to be spent 
is £1,100,000 if the amount estimated is to be completed by 31st 
March, 1980. That is a substantial amount, can the Financial and 

. Development Secretary say whether there has been any slippage in 
the Housing Development Programme? 

MR SPEAKER: 

I will allow an answer of yes or no but if the answer is yes I will 
not allow discussion as to whỳ   otherwise we expand the scope of the 
question. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I am not sure, Mr Speaker, whether the question is directed to me 
or to thu Haa.Minister. On one or two projects in housing there . . 
has been some slippage, on others they are going at a faster rate 
than was expected. 

HON - j BOSSANC:, 

The question, of the cash limit, in fact, is as regards the avail-
ability of the amount of money from the ODA, but is there any 
implication at all that there has to be a limit on what the total 
spending should be or are we completely free to spend as much as 
we can? 

HON FINANCIAL MID DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, no, Sir. The cash limit is on the amount of money which 
ODA is prepared to make available in development grants this year, 
not only to Gibraltar- but to every country that receives aid but 
there is no question of their restricting our spending on projects. 

19



17.12.80 

NO. 334 OF 1980 

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Sir, will Government give details of the proposed additional 
impPovements for the Arrival Hall at Waterport-referred to in 
the answer to Question 229 of 1980? 

• 

ORAL 

 

 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY  

Mr Speaker, Sir, the separation of passengers into those with and 
those without luggage, has considerably speeded up clearance through 
Customs. It is now proposed to erect a screen inside the hall in a 
north/south direction and to channel large groups of passengers 
without luggage into the hall through the door on the north side of 
the building. 

The screen would shield persons whose luggage is being checked from 
the view of the other passengers awaiting their turn and would per—
mit passengero to wait under cover. during inclement weather. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 334 OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

I am glad to see some progress at last, Mr Speaker. 
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17.12. 

ORAL NO. 335 OF 1980 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Sir, will Government state whether there is a document actually 
signed by the parties that enshrines the terms of settlement 
arrived at between the Government, the contractors and consul-
tants in relation to the Varyl Begg Estate and will the Govern-
ment make such document, if existing, public or at least avail-
able to the Members of the Opposition? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr Speaker, the comprehensive terms of settlement with the con-
tractor, and the terms of settlement with the consultant s  will 
be incorporated into'formal agreements with each party. These 
are in the process of being finalised. The Government will make 
the agreements available for perusal by any Member of the Opposi-
tion who wishes to read them when they have been executed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.  ,335 OF 1‘9132  

HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, rightly, works are being carried out and are going on in the 
Varyl Tegg Estate. Would Government ensure that it does not get 
into the position that it spends money, it pays out money, without 
having had a signed document and thus prevent problems arising in 
the future as tu what has been agreed or what has not been agreed, 
so can the House have an assurance that this agreement will be 
signed in the very near future? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr .Speaker, some .work has already been commenced on the Estate but 
there is preliminary work. I can give an assurance that every 
effort is being made to finalise,this agreement as quickly as 
possible and that by the time the substantive work proceeds on 
the Estate, there will be written agreements, formal documents 
covering the work and the payment will be made in accordance with 
those documents. 

21



17.12.80 

NO. 336 OF 1980 ORA 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Sir, will Government amend the Entertainments Ordinance so that 
Spanish films are made liable to censorship in the same way as 
English films and to provide guidelines for classification of 
Spanish films? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL  

Mr Speaker, Spanish films currently being exhibited in Gibraltar 
carry a Spanish certificate broadly equivalent to those given by 
the British Board of Film Censors. In practice, film exhibitors.- 
are now voluntarily indicating on the billboards at the cinemas 
the classification so given and are enforcing the requirement 
that young persons should not be allowed to attend the showing 
of films which in Spain have been classified as unsuitable for 
them. 

Although legislation has been enacted that would impose legal 
control, the Government considers that the arrangement is being 
adequately observed and does not consider that it is at present 
necessary to bring the legislation into operation. 

SUPPTRMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 336 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, does this mean, therefore, that Spanish films are being 
treated differently to English titled films that are classified in-
sofar as there is a Committee, I understand, which looks at English 
films when it wants to and so forth but apparently does not do so 
in respect of Spanish films and j.s this fair to the industry in 
general and the public? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I am sorry I cannot give a direct answer to the question 
but I see no reason why the Committee could not look at films from. 
more than one country of origin I cannot say whether or not they 
do, I don't know. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, as I understand the written answer that was given to me-
on this matter, it was possible to do so with English films and not 
with Spanish films, that is how I understood the answer that was 
given to me and that is why I have asked this particular question. 
Is the position different then to what was given in the written 
answer to me? 
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2.. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, the position is different to the extent that Spanish 
films. are not received in Gibraltar early enough. They do not 
arrive here as do other films that have been given a certificate 
by thre British Board .of Film Censors which need not be English 
films, naturally, they can be American or they can be Greek or 
Danish films or German films, but all those have been given a 
certificate by the British Board of Film Censors.. Spanish films 
are not given such a certificate because they are not shown in 
the United Kingdom and therefore they do not come under the 
British Board Of Film Censors. The procedure is that, by. and 
large, .the Government guides itself as to the suitability.  of an 
'X' film being shown or not by reputable synopses of literature 
that is available and if in doubt as to the sUitability of the 
film, then 'a pre-view is Tequested.and as such films are usually 
in Gibraltar for a considerable period of time beforehand, arrange-
ments can be made for those to be pre-viewed. In the case of 
Spanish films:the position is not that straightforward. We have 
been asking for advance notice from the film exhibitors as to the 
programme of films that they have and...for as much literature on 
these films to be. provided and what" has happened in cases where 
we are in doubt has been that arrangements have. been made by some 
members of the Committee to go down to. the early evening perfor-
mance the first evening that the film is being shown. to judge for 
ourselves, at least to monitor the situation .6s.to.  what extent the 
film is suitable or not,. this it as far .as we are able to take it 
At 'present it is an arrangementwhich-I think, by and large, works 
and members Of the Committee who have from time to time seen these 
Spanish films are satisfied on the whole that, by and large, -the 
films are no less suitable for exhibition to adult audiences than 
are the generality of other 'X' filmt.that are shown in Gibraltar. 

HON P J. ISOLA: 

Can I ask then, Mr Speaker, the Minister to get an assurance from 
the film exhibitors of Spanish films that even though they are not 
compelled under the Entertainments Ordinance to ask for a pre-view 
of films classified 'X', for example, as English films are, that' 
they will voluntarily submit themselves to the same regulation and 
if not then will the Minister not, agree that the law should be 
amended to treat everybody the same who are in the cinema business? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

They are doing this, Mr Speaker. This is being done by a voluntary 
arrangement and the position has been facilitated inithe last few 
months by the fact that now the Spanish films themselves, right at 
the beginning of the film, do have some indication as to the• certi-
ficate which they have received in Spain.' This was not the case 6 
or 9 months ago but since the summer this is the case and therefore 
the film exhibitors are now able to put an a billboard some indica-
tion as to the suitability of the film. Let me also add in fairness 
to them that their .lives have not been made particularly easy in the 
past by parents, of all people, insisting in some cases in taking 
children in to see films which the film exhibitors themselves did 
not consider to be suitable. 
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NO. 337 OF 1980  

THE HON P J  ISOLA. 

Sir, has the Attorney-General considered taking proceedings under 
the Criminal Offences Ordinance in respect of posters of 'X' films 
which are clearly offensive and obscene and have any prosecutions 
been brought in this respect? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

No, Sir, I have not. No such cases have been referred to my Chambers 
for consideration and no prosecution8 have been. brought. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.  337 OF 1980 

FON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, can I ask the Hon and Learned Member then to give instruction - 
to the Police to keep their eyes open in respect of certain posters 
that are clearly obscene and offelisive?- 

MR SPEAKER: ti 

I am sure they do as we all do. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask the Hon and Learned Attorney-General to as the Police to 
keep their eyes open and to bring to his notice the concern that I 
amsure must exist among Members of the House at the offence that 
is given to the public by these obscene and offensive posters that 
appear from time to time in our streets': 

HON ATTORNEY-GFNERAL: 

Mr Speaker, of course, I will take note of the concern expressed by 
the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition. The position really 
is that any person who complains at the publication of obscene 
material should make their complaint to the Police and if he does 
the matter will be investigated but as I say I take note of the 
concern expressed by the Hon Member. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, that answer by the Hon and Learned Attorney-General 
worries me because does he not agree that the Police do have a 
responsibility in this case as indeed in other cases as, for 
example, when rubbish is in the streets, to take action themselves 
and not wait for members of the public to complain about a dog 
doing something in the street or rubbish or an obscene picture, 
they have an obligation, do they not, to initiate without complaint? 

• 
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2. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

I think in a matter of this nature, a matter of an obscene publica-
tion,,much depends on the fact that offence is given, that it causes 
offence to the general sense of propriety and I think people should 
be prepared to make complaints to the Police if they feel the law is 
being broken as indicative of the degree of offence that is taken. 
I will convey to the Commissioner of. Police the fact that Concern 
has been expressed in the House about the incidence of these publi- 
cations. • 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, does the Hon Attorney-General then accept.that we are 
plastered with obscene and offensive posters which certainly I 
haven't noticed but I suppose I have not.gone.out looking for them. 
Does the Hon Member accept that this is indeed the case? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

What I accept, Sir, is that there has been some concern expressed 
that some posters in town may give rise to offence. I am not going 
to say that I think that they are at this stage obscene, I do not 
.form such views unless and until I receive a case which is put up 
for prosecution. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Doesn't the Hon and Learned Attorney-General agree that there is 
some inconsistency 'if certain magazines are prohibited from being 
'brought into Gibraltar and yet at the same time offensive posters 
are allowed to 'be looked at by everybody, young' and old alike? I 
don't know whether the Hon and Learned Chief Minister enjoys his 
daughters watching these posters when they appear, I certainly 
wouldn't like it if T. had young children. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, perhaps the Hon Leader of the. Opposition could tell me 
where I can see them? 

• 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Then I shall make my complaint, Mr Speaker, to the 'Chief Minister 
whep. I see one and rely on his judgement. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 338 OF 1980 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Mr Speaker, is Government now in a position to state whether the 
posts of Principal and Senior Members of staff- for the Technical 
College will be advertised? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

No, Sir. The is first discussing with the Ministry of 
Defence, the terms on which the College will be transferred and 
hopes to reach early agreement on this. 

-SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 338 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, the way I understand it these posts should have been. 
'advertisej in September, is this another case of slippage? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

No, Sir, this is not a case of slippage, this is a case of the 
Government seeking to reach satisfactory agreement with the 
Ministry of Defence on the terns on which the buildings will 
be. handed over to the Government. 

• 

ORAL 
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NO. 339 OF 1980 

THE HON J  BOSSANO 

In view of the delay in the general review of pensions since 
December, 1978, can Government state what steps have been 
taken to. consider separately the question of part-time service? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL  

Mr Speaker, Government has already agreed in principle to consider 
separately the question of allowing part-time service to qualify 
for pension under certain conditions. 

The Government has been in consultation with United Kingdom 
Authorities as to the practice there and the last correspondence 
was received on the 8 December, 1980. 

.Officials are now in a position to make a recommendation on the 
mattei and it is expected that a submission will be made to the 
Government shortly. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO WESTION221 1MM1212 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Can the Hon. Member give some indication when, in faJt, the Govern-
ment's own views will be available for consultation with Staff 
Assbciations which presumably will take place? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Sir, at this sthge it is a matter in respect of which the Govern-
merit wish to take time to consider the submissions made by the 
Officials. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Wouldn't the Hon Member agree that the Government having accepted 
the principle two years' ago should now be in a position to say 
Achen they are likely to be able to make some concrete proposals 
to the Staff Associations on this matter who have been waiting.  
with, I would have thought, rather patiently for two years to 
hear from Government? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

I am sure, Mr Speaker, the GoVernment will move expeditiously but 
it will require time to consider the submissions. 
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HON YBOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I welcome the Hon Member's unjustified optimism on 
this question but could he say then whether there is a likeli-
hood that the matter will be settled within the next month or 
two or not? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

No, I am sorry, Mr Speaker, I call't stipulate a time. 
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i7.12.0 

ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Will Governmcnt consider altering the system of recruitment of 
nursing staff so as to eliminate the delays at present being en-
countered in their engagement because of the processing by the 
Public Service Commission? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

No, Sir. The processing by the Public Service Commission does not 
cause undue delay. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. AL OF 1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

,Is the Hon and Learned Member aware, in fact, Mr Speaker, that there 
seems to be a time-lag affecting both new recruits, new entrants and 
people seeking re-engagement who have been previously in the Service 
and that, gene2ally speaking, the Department is under establishment 
because of the gap that there is between the interviewing and the 
actual starting time? 

-HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, my understanding is that recruitment normally takes from 
2 to 3 weeks from tho date the candidate has been interviewed. There 
is only one case I know of which has taken longer. 

HON J BOSSAJW: 

Would the Hon Member not agree that it would be preferable to have a 
system where people are able to start as soon as a vacancy occurs 
and that, in fact, it is undesirable that potential recruits t6 the 
Department should be lost to other employment because they are kept 
2 or 3 weeks out of work? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I don't think there is any serious shortage caused by 
the time taken to recruit nursing staff. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Is the Hon and Learned Member aware that this point has been re-
presented to the administration on a number of previous occasions 
and if he is not will be investigate to establish that this is in-
deed the case? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

As I have, said, Mr Speaker, it is my understanding that there is not 
any seri-ous problem caused by the process but. I will certainly make 
inquiries. 

NO. 340 OF 1980 
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NO. 341 OF 1980  

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Sir, what further steps is the Environmental Health Department 
taking with respect to the owners of the property at 143 Main 
Street in relation to the conditions of the roofs, ceilings and 
general state of the property? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Environmental Health Department has recently 
held a meeting with the owners in respect of premises No 143 Main 
Street, with a view to causing the Section 39 Order to be co1plied 
with, in the course of which the owners were informed that either 
works were put in hand within the next month or the Government 
zould act in default as provided by the Public Health Ordinance, 
without prejudice to the Government's right to proceed back to 

- Court. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION-NO. 341 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

So the Government fully intends that unless that Order is complied 
with within 30 days or a month, it has every intention of effecting 
the repairs necessary and presumably charginp,  the landlords for the 
costs involved? 

HON'J B PEREZ: 

That is correct, Mr Speaker. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, I welcome this statement and is this the policy that Government 
is going to pursue in the future where public health notices are not 
complied with by owners, of proceeding themselves in default and thus 
preventing the serious and dangerous public situation that arose 
recently in another property in Main Street? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think it is correct to say that the policy that 
Government will adopt is the one that I have outlined in answer to 
the question but I must make it clear that this would be in situa-
tions where you are dealing with a Section 39 Order, with dangerous 
premises. Obviously, Government has not got either the manpower nor 
the time to go and do non-compliances with nuisance orders but we 
definitely do intend to take strong action against non-compliances 
in connection with dangerous premises. 
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HON W T SCOTT: 

Presumably, Mr Speaker, the action that the Government would pr Tpose 
taking because as the Hon Minister has just said the Public Worli.s 
Department might not have suffirdent labour or the capability to 
undertake the extent of the work, it would go out to tender super-
vised by thc; Government itself? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

That is the matter, Mr Speaker, Lhat we are in fact considering. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

But whatever decision is taken there will be no further delay within 
the month as previously stated? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, as far as this particular. property is concerned if the 
landlords do not comply with the Section 39 Order within a month, 
We will move in. 

31



NO. 342 OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, is Government satisfied with the filing system at St 
Bernard's Hospital? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Government is never satisfied and is always looking for 
improvements. This applies to the filing system at St Bernard's. 
Hospital. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 342 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

What improvement is the Minister considering implementing in that 
system? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the problem is that due to increased work and to 
the increased volume of files, we have the problem of a lack of 
space. We are looking to see if we can move our Records Office 
to an alternative site within St Bernard's Hospital and also we 
are looking at the possibility of improving the present filing 
system.p May I just add, Mr Speaker, that in no way is this a 
reflection on the person at present in charge of the records. 
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17.12.80 
No.   343 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Are Charcuterie and Meat products imported into Gibraltar by yachts 
sub.ect to inspection by the Environmental Health Department and 
are fees charged? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, air, charcuterie and meat prodUcts imported by yachts 
into Gibraltar and intended for sale for human consumption, in 
common with all other foodstuffs similarly intended, are subject 
to inspection by the Environmental Health Department either at the 
time of entry if prior, notice is received, as is the case with 
major importers, or at the retail end in the course of routine 
inspections of food premises in the case of smaller, less well-
organised, importers. No charge is,.at present, made. 

These arrangements are not considered satisfactory by Government 
'and legislation is already in the process or preparation in order 
effectively to control imports. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION-NO. 343 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Do* I take it then, ,Ar Speaker, that charges under the new legisla-
tion will be levied? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

This is one of the factors that is included in the draft legisla- 
tion, the question of fees. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, will these charcuterie and meat products be subject to • 
the same conditions as other edible products are in that they must 
be accompanied by a veterinary certificate? 

HON-  J B PEREZ: 

This is what is, in fact, being proposed in the draft legislation. 

ti 
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17.12.80 

NO. 344 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T IMSTANO  

M Speaker, does Government intend amending existing legislation 
iH order to ensure that doctors employed in the Group Practice 
Medical Scheme must have had a minimum and specified period of 
experience? 

ANSWER 

THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, the answer to the Hon Members question is no, Sir. 
I can however assure him that every precaution is taken to 
ascertain the suitability of eachl candidate's experience and 
qualifications before a selection is made. 

SUPPLEMENTARY1221E122211No.  344 OF 1980  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, may I point the Hon Minister in the direction of the 
law in the United Kingdom which is the National Health Service 
Vocational Training Regulations which will, in fact, become opera-
tional in February of next year and would he investigate the 
possibility of introducing legislation similar to that in 
Gibraltar? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mil Speaker, I am aware of the point raised by the Hon Questioner 
but the problem is that if we introduce something on those lines 
in Gibraltar, I am of the opinion that it will be unduly restric7  
tive on our own local students who qualify in-the United Kingdom 
and wish to return to Gibraltar. Let. me, however, add that in 
the past, I am told, doctors who have been recruited into the 
GPM invariably have been people with ,experience of .2 to 3 years 
although this is really a matter for the Public Service Commission, 
but in the case, for example, of Dr Correa and Dr Borge, if we were 
to place these restrictions I don't think we would encourage our 
local people to return to Gibraltar because .they would therefore 
be staying for 2 to 3 years elsewhere and they may feel inclined 
not to return and I think that is a pity and it is contrary to my 
belief of what I would like to see with the GPMS. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I don't think, Mr Speaker, that the Minister is very much aware of 
the law in the United Kingdom. Those three years are really a 
training programme so that doctors become experienced, the two 
years in the hospital and one year as training practice, and if 
the law is not introduced into Gibraltar we could get into the 
position where doctors who don't get a job in the United Kingdom 
because they haven't done their training, try to get employment 
in Gibraltar and we would be lowering the standards of the medical 
profes,sion. For that reason, Mr Speaker, I would ask the Minister 
to investigate the possibilities. 
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2. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, for the benefit of the Hon Member, although I have 
given the answer as no, nevertheless I am prepared to look at 
it again..  

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, is the Minister saying, in effect, that in order to 
help local students to, return to. Gibraltar to practice medicine, 
the Government is prepared to employ people in the GPMS. not of 
Gibraltar, who have not had the experience required in England 
and Can he not deal with the Gibraltarian position by giving 
them jobs in the hospital as house doctors and not in the 
general service? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think the Hon Leader of the Opposition confuses 
the issue when he says to employ our local doctors as house doctors. 
The question seeks a change in legislation, the question that the 
Hon Mr Restano has raised. The present legislation is that con-
tained in the Medical and Health Ordinance of 1973 which provides 
that any person, I am not going to quote the section I will explain 
what it is, any person who wishes to practice in Gibraltar or any-
body who is suitable for recruitment for the GPMS, must be a doctor 
who is registered and able to practice in England, it is not a 
house doctcr. After a student completes his studies he then has, 
compulsorily, even in the United Kingdom, to do a year as a house 
doctor in any case. It is after he completes that one year as a 
house offiCer that he is entitled to enrol in the United Kingdom, 
he is entitled to be registered. The answer is that in my view I 
do not think there is any need to change the law. 
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17.12.0 

NO. 345 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

. Has Government now decided to leave the system of telephone 
appointments for the Health Centre on a permanent basis? 

ANSWR 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL  AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Sir, an ever increasing use is being made of this facility and 
it is apparent to me that it is here to stay. My only concern 
is that an increase in staff mey be required and one must await 
the results of staff inspection in this respect. 

-_r 
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• 17.12.80 

NO. 346 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will the Minister for Municipal Services state when it is proposed 
to;instal telephones in the personal offices of doctors at the 
Health Centre? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Mr Speaker, Sir, recommendations have now been received from the 
Telephone Department and these are currently being discussed with 
the doctors at the Health Centre. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO.  24-6 OF 15d0 , 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Will the Minister expand on the recommendations that have been 
received? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, the Hon. Questioner will recall that in my answer to 
Question 245 of 1980, I informed him that we had referred the 
matter to the Telephone Department on the 15th October. The 
proposal at the time was that the doctors wanted jack points to 
be .put in each and every office. The information we have received 
from the Telephone Department is that it wocif, be better, instead 
of having the jack points that we, should rent a PABX 2 x 6. This 
system would en2b1e the Department to have  

MR SPELKER: 

Let us not expand too much otherwise we will start debating the 
issue. You have been asked whether you have accepted the recommen-
dations or not exclusively. Isn't that right? 

HON G M RESTANO: 

What I asked was if he could epand on the recommendations received 
from the Telephone Department. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

We have been recommended instead of the jack points that were 
mentioned before, that we adopt a new PABX 2 x 6 and this pro-
posal by the Telephone Department, in fact, if my information 
is correct was brought to the notice of doctors yesterday by the 
Director of Medical and Health Services and as soon as the doctors 
agree or disagree a decision will be taken and the Telephone 
Department will proceed accordingly. 
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G T RESTANO: 

s the Minister have an idea, if the .doctors agree to this 
posal, how long it will take for the PABX to be installed? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

The only thing I can say, Mr Speaker, to the Hon Member is that 
once a decision is taken by the Medical Department it is 
immediately communicated to the Telephone Department and then 
it is up to them. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

That, in fact, Mr Speaker, is precisely why the question was put 
to the Minister for Municipal Services. 

5 
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THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Government confirm whether 3 washing machines were recent? 
purchased for the new Nurses Home and if so were tenders publis e 
for these purchases? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Mr Speaker, yes, Sir. A Government Notice inviting tenders for 
the items in question was publisned in the local press as well 
as in the Gibraltar Gazette of the 18 September, 1980. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 3L8 OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

In view of the fact that since the reply of the Minister for Medical 
and Health Services to Question 250 of 1980, a doctor in private 
practice has stated that in nearly 98% of cases where patients have 
been referred by his practice and admitted to St Bernard's Hospital, 
no disQharge summaries have ever been received, would the 'Minister 
explain why he stated in his reply to Question 250 that as far as 
he was aware discharge summaries were sent in all cases? 

ANSWER  

THE hON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Sir, I refer the Hon Member to my answer to Question 
No 250 of 1980 in which I stated the Government's policy on the 
question of discharge summaries. The doctor in question has been 
asked to substantiate his allegations and the matter will be 
investigated. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION. NO. 348 OF '1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, since the allegations have been made has the Minister 
himself not done any research? 

MR .SPEAKER: 
• 

I think it is a fair answer to a fair question. We must not pre- 
empt what can happen as a result of the investigation and the fact 
that the doctor is going to be asked to substantiate his allegations. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

But, Mr Speaker, since there has 
Minister not make  

beer this allegation, would the 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, I think the inference 
that since there has been 
selves that it is correct 

in the answer to the question is clear, 
an allegation they have to satisfy them-
before they do anything else. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask the Minister. When he answered Question No. 250 of 1980, 
did he in fact have before him the number of discharge summaries 
that had been sent out by the hospital and can he give-us that 
figure as at that date? 

ORAL 
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HON J B PEREZ: 

The answer is no, Sir, I did not have the number of discharge 
summaries sent out. I have to act on the advice of the Director 
of Medical and Health Services and this is why I say that we will 
investigate the matter but it is no good just making a blank 
statement saying in 98% of cases. Once we are informed of the 
individual cases the matter will be. investigated. 

HON P J' ISOLA: 

I would like to clear this one up because it is a question of 
departmental responsibility, I suppose. The. position is that as 
far as the Minister was concerned he relied entirely when he gave 
that answer on the information that he had been given and saw no 
figures as to numbers of discharge summaries and was provided with 
no figure.,, is that the position? 

HON J. B PEREZ: 

That is thc, position. May I just add one very In:nor point, if I - 
, may. In fact, the invitation to investigate was made by me when 
I answered a supplementary question in November. I did say that 
if the allegations were.made I would investigate, up to today I. 
have yet not received any information and I am still waiting. 
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NO. 349__OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Would Government make a comprehensive statement on the present 1 
position with regard to the possible merger of St Bernard's and 
the Naval Hospitals? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Yes, Sir. I shall be making a statement at a later stage in the 
proceedings. 
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17.12. 

NO. 350 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Has Government appointed a Consultant Education Psychologist from 
the UK on a part-time basis? 

ANSWFR 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

Mr Speaker, arrangements were made in April for a visit in November. 
This, however, did not prove possible. Financial provision has been 
made in next year's Estimates for regular visits by a Consultant 
Educational Psychologist. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 351 OF 1980 ORAL • 

THE HON A T*LODDO 

Mr Speaker, can Government state on how many occasions has the 
Coimunity Paediatrician been consulted in relation to students 
in need of paediatric treatment? 

I am sorry, Mr Speaker, but this is not how I phrased the, question, 
I meant students in need of psychiatric treatment. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I am informed that it was a typing error when you submitted your 
question. You can ask the question you intended to ask but, of 
course, the Minister may not be axle to answer. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

The Minister cannot be expected to answer it. In fact, he could 
not understand the question. 

HON A T LODDO: 

*Mr Speaker, the question I intended-to ask was: Can Government 
state on how many occasions has the Community Paediatrician been 
consulted in relation to students in need of psychiatric treatment? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Is•the Minister in a position to answer? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I.regret I am not, I had a feeling that the Hon Questioner wanted 
information on how many schoolchildren from the school health 
service had been referred to Dr.BeLady and in fact that is the 
information I have with rile. I am sorry but I will have to look 
into the matter which the Hon Questioner really wanted to ask about. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 352 OF 1980 • ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Does Government intend taking any action, as reported in a local 
newspaper, on the exhibiting of caged wild birds? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Preliminary investigations of the newspaper reports on the exhibiting 
of caged wild birds indicate that the birds in question were either 
bred in captivity or imported from stocks also bred in captivity and 
they are, therefore, not strictly wild birds. In the absence of 
adequate proof that the birds in question are 'wild' or that they 
were captured within Gibraltar's jurisdiction, the Government is un-
able to take legal action. It will, however, continue in its efforts 
to protect wild life locally and enforce existing laws whenever 
necessary and possible. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 353 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Is Government aware of the difficulties encountered by the Medical 
Department in the prompt and accurate payment of salaries and 
allowances? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

The Government is not aware that salaries and allowances are not 
paid promptly and accurately as and when due. However, if ,the Hon 
Member is referring to the. payment of arrears of salaries and allow-
ances whenever these are reviewed, it is to be expected that because 
of the diversity of grades employed in the Medical and Public Health 
Department, it is inevitable that a reasonable measure of time has 
.to. be taken by the staff in question in the preparation of the 
necessary calculations needed to arrive at the sums payable. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO .  353 OF 1980 

_ HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Minister say whether the back payment due to 
the implementation of the 372 hour week in•April of this year is 
likely to be paid this month'? Will he consider that a reasonable 
lapse of time? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, this is a matter which I already looked at before gaming 
to the House today and in fact I have instructed the people concerned 
to'do their utmost to ensure that these payments be made within the 
next few weeks. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr.Speaker, is the Hon Member aware that the Staff Side in the Medical 
Department have made representations previously suggesting that the 
payment Of salaries and allowances should be transferred to the 
Treasury rather than being undertaken by the clerical staff in the 
Hospital who are required to do a number of other clerical duties 
and consequently do not acquire the expertise that the Treasury has 
because they are concentrating on just this task all the time? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am aware of these representations due to the fact 
that the Hon Mr Bossano has informed me about them and it is some-
thing that we are looking into.' 
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.17.12.10 

NO. 354 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON C,  L RESTANO  

Will Government state whether the appointment of a seventh doctor 
at—the Health Centre has been considered by Council of Minister's? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

No, Sir. 

- SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 354 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Ts there any indication as-to when Council of Ministers will be • 
Considering this subject? 

HON J.  B PEREZ: 

'Mr Speaker, Sir, I am afraid that I _cannot give a date to the Hon 
. Member. 
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17.12. 
NO.  355 OF 1280 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government consider giving greater priority to improving he 
public lighting along South Barrack Road, opposite the Barracks, 
in order that the potential danger of an accident occurring is 
minimised? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Government has already in hand a number of schemes in order to 
improve public lighting in other areas and consideration will 
be given to this area in the next financial year. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 355 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in answer to Question 301 of 1980 the Minister 
for Public Wurks already informed this House that the scheme was 
under consideration. My question now is whether Government will 
give that particular section of road which Government admits 
requires better lighting, to give that section of road better 
public lighting precisely in order to minimise the potential 
danger of an accident? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as I have already said before the funds for this 
year are already catered for and it will -be considered in the next 
financial year. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, I very sincerely hope that no accident occurs between 
now and the time that the Government decides to implement it. 
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NO. 356 OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

17 .12 .80 

ORAL 

Will Government state how many hours of power cuts there have been 
in the different districts during November? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Power Cuts - November, 1980 

District 1 - il hrs 17 mins 
It 2 - 10 hrs L4 mins 
u 3 — 7 hrs 58 mins 
ft 4 — 9 hrs 58 rains 
u - 5 NIL 

g 6. — 8 hrs 28 mins 
is 7 — 8 hrs 46 mirs 
u 8 - 11 hrs 40 mins 
tt 9 — 10 hrs 30 mins 
u 10 - 7 hrs 7 mins 
u 11 - 9 hrs 43 mins 
u 12 - NIL 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.. 356  OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker 'I take it that the Government is dissatisfied with the 
situation? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government is not,satisfied with the situation 
as long as power cuts continue but on the other hand power cuts 
during the month of November have shown a definite improvement on 
power cuts during the month of October. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

How do the power cuts in November compare to the powers cuts we have 
had in December? Is December an improvement on November or is it 
more or less the same? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speker, that is a completely different question. I was not 
asked for any figures about power cuts in December and.I need 
notice of that question. 
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NO. 357 OF 1980 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

At what cost have the Christmas Lighting in Main Street been in 
stalled, how does such a cost compare with the installation of 
the past four years and furthermore what daily electricity in 
kilowatts, it is estimated will be consumed? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

The cost of installing the Christmas Illuminations is expected to 
be of the order of £L3.,900. 

Cost of installing 'illuminations in 1979/80 £L1,088.82 

Cost of installing Illaminations.in 1978/79 Z3,6/1/1.99 

Cost of installing Illuminations in 1977/78 . m
Z1,490.94 

Wage bill reflects salary as at 1.10.76 

Cost of installing Illuminations in.1976/77 £2,105.83 

.The lights will be switched on daily_between 6 pm and midnight 
except for Christmas and New Year's Eve when they are on until 
the following day. The total electrical load of the Illuminations 
is 86.265 kilowatts and the daily consumption is expected to be 
517 units. This consumption is equivalent to the consumption of 
6 cookers for similar periods. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 357 OF  1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Six cookers for a similar period during the hours of 6 pm and mid-
night. When we have so many power cuts and continue to have power 
cuts, is this not an unnecessary wastage of electricity? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, this is mere conjecture on the part of the Hon Member. 
I think that six cookers is a relative amount of electricity used 
for the benefit that these illuminations provide, especially to 
Main Street and the traders and for the children as well. I think 
it is a worthwhile exercise. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is the Government aware that the best Christmas cheer they can give 
the people of Gibraltar and the children and so forth is to give 
them a continuous supply of electricity? 
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17.12.$0 
• 

NO. 358 OF 1980 ORAL 

. THE HON G T RESTANO  

What is the present position with regard to the tenders for the' 
new Generating Station and the 5 mgw Engine? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

The closing date for tenders was the 29th October, 1980, and these 
are being evaluated by the Consultants and the Department. 

. . 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 358 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, does the Minister. have any explanation for the enormous 
variance between the two - tenders received? .Were the two tenders 
received for exactly the same amount of work or was there any 
difference? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, it would be wrong of me to comment on the difference in 
. 

tenders in these two particular tenders. This is up to the Tender 
Board and not up to me. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I am asking whether the two companies that tendered did so for the 
same thing? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, obviously we made the specifiCations and the two companies 
tendered for the same thing. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is there any indication as to when the decision will be taken? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, yes, the validity of tenders is up to.the end of February. 
Evaluation should be completed in the- new year, Stir. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Have the-conSultants given the.GOvernment an indication as to what 
.time they require for the evaluation of the tenders in terms of weeks, 
months or years? 

51



2. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the:City Electrical Engineer has spent two weeks 
in the United Kingdom in consultation with our consultants Messrs 
Preece, Cardew and Rider evaluating the tenders and clarifying 
certain points with the tenderers and as far as Preece, Cardew and 
Rider is concerned the evaluation will be produced when they are 
ready to produce the necessary documents. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I know that obviously the evaluation will be produced when the con-
sultants are ready to produce it but the question I am asking is 
has the City Electrical Engineer or the Minister been told by the 
consultants the period of time they require to evaluate the tenders? 
It is a simple question. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am sorry to; have to repeat my answer which I have 
given before. I have said that evaluation should be completed in 
the new year and that validity of tenders will end_before the end o1 
February. Therefore, it shall be done within this period of time. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, the new year is twelve months. What I am asking the 
Minister is a short and simple question. He may not be able to 
answer it because he has not got the information. I am asking .him 
simply, have the consultants informed his Head of Department the 
period of time that they are likely to require for the evaluation 
of-the tenders?, That, is the only question I am asking. Can I have 
an answer to that? 

HON DR R G VAIIARINO: 

Mr Speaker, yes, it has to be completed before the end of February. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Have the consultants told the Government that they will produce an 
evaluation before the end of February? 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think the implication is there. If the decision has to be taken 
before the end of February they must receive their advice from the 
consultants before that date. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

May I ask the Minister another question? Will the Government make 
a decision by the end of February if they haven't got the evaluation 
of Preece, Cardew and Rider by that date? 
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HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Sir, it is not Preece, Cardew and Rider who have to give the eiralua-
tion, the Government will get the evaluation before the end of 
February. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

How far, can the Minister state, if the evaluation is given by the 
end of February, the contract says sixty weeks, have the consultants 
indicated to the Government whether that period of sixty weeks can 
be met by the contractors having regard to the tenders that they 
have submitted? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, surely this will be in the evaluation of the tenders 
received. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Who prepared the specifications for the tenders? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

The specifications were prepared by- the .consultants, Preece, Cardew 
• and Rider in conjunction with the Department. • 

HON W T SCOTT:.  

Has the. Minister had an assurance froM both tenderers to this project 
that their prices offered in August or September will hold good until 
February? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Yes, Sir. 

ti 
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17.12.80 

NO. 359 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Government give a full explanation of Capacity figures made in 
a Government statement and published in the Gibraltar Chronicle of 
the 5th December, 1980, and furthermore give the name-plate and 
actual output capacity of all the engines at the Generating Station? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

The Government statement of the Lath December, 1980, published sub-
sequently in the Gibraltar Chronicle of the 5th December, 1980, gave 
an available capacity of 14.5 mw, this would rise by an additional 
2mw when 1,he remaining 3 skid-mounted generators were connected to 
the system. 

The plant in service consisted of Sets 4, 5, 7: 9, 10, 12, 13 
and skid No. 1. 

Whereas it is a simple matter to provide the name-plate rating of 
each unit, this is not so with regards to the in-service capacity 

.which can vary. The capacity of any set depends 'on various factors'  
• since output may have to be limited in order to maintain certain 
operational parameters such as temperatures and pressures within 
prescribed limits. 

Output also dePends on the number of operational hours which a set 
has run between overhauls, therefore only average figures for in-
service capacity cpn be given. 

ENGINE' NO. NAME PLATE RATING (KW) IN,,SERVICE RATING (K7) 

4 750 600 

5 800 650 

7 800 6.50. 

8 1200 1100 

9 2650 2000 

10 2650 2200 

11 2800 

12 2800 2200 

13 4960 .4500. 

Skid-mounted 1. 650 600- 

This is presently out of commission due to a broken crankshaft. 
• 

'SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 3,9 OF 1980 

40N G T RESTANO: 

First of all, Mr Speaker*, what on earth has happened to Engines 
Nos. 1, 2 and 3? 4 
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IION DR R G VALARINO: 

0 Speaker, a, 2, 3 and 6: 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I'asked for 1, 2 and 3. 
ago. 

was scrapped about eight or ten years' 

HON:DR R G VALARINO 

No. 6 was scrapped in 1970 during the IWBP Government when there was 
an accident-and they never bothered to replace that engine, but, of 
course, the Hon Member will not question that. •Nos. 1, 2 and 3 have 
now been scrapped because they were totally unreliable, they were 
producing only 400mw and 'they have been replaced by the skid-mounted 
sets which are much more reliable than 'the old engines which were in 
King's Bastion South. Let me say that any parts which are available 
from Nos. 1, 2 and 3 engines will be cannibalised and used for 5 and 
7 'engines. 

HONG T RDTRANO: 

When were these three engines scrapped? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Engine No. 2 was scrapped in 1980 and - Engines 1 and 3 were scrapped 
.aubsequently i yhen the_skid-mounted sets were brought into, -operation. 

HON G T RESTANO: 
- - , . . 

.,r-In' other words,   all three were Scrapped this year. -, 

' HON DR R G VALARINO: 

All three have been scrappeA,this year because they had been totally 
unreliable, they giVe us very. little power, they are highly expensive 
to run and spares have been tremendously difficult to get hold of. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

What was their capacity? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr 'Speaker, Sir, their capacity was round about L-00 
NO. 6engine's capacity was slightly higher.. 

for .each engine. 

' • • • . „ 

HON GI' RESTANO: 

That means that.I.'2 Or 1.J. is-What we have'loSt 
the skid-mounted generators. In the GovernMent 
1ed-Wbalieve that the skid -mounted generators 
471.00‘t11PA that three only add up.  to 2mw? 

and we have gained 
statement we were 
produced4mw each, 
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HO* DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, the four skid-mounted generators running at peak will 
prqduce 750 but certainly what we try to do with most engines is 
to run them below their peak rating and they are running somewhere 
in the region of 600 to 650 for each skid generator. The Hon Mr 
Restano is trying to give a little turn to the situation. Nos. 1, 
2 and .3 Engines were totally unreliable, for most of the time they 
were out of commission and were producing nothing at all. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

All I can say,. Mr Speaker, is that- that is certainly not the informa-
tion that I. received in front of the Minister-when-I visited the 
Generating Station last year. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

When the Government announced the importation of skid generators to 
improve the generating capacity of the station, can I ask why they 
did not announce that in fact Engines Nos. 1, 2 and 3 which have a 
1.2mW capacity, had become useless and wee no.longer available to 
the public. Why was that not announced'? 

HON DR R G MARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Engines .1, 2 and 3 were practicallY'useless, they had 
given us very, very little help. 

MR SPEAKER: 

. You are being asked a .dimple question, why ,did not government 
announce the fact that the three ,ealzines•had . been edrapped?. 

HON .DR. R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, it was certainly not reltvanb to the announcement. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can . I ask the Minister then another question. Did the_Preece, Cardew 
and Rider Report recommend the scrapping'of engines Nos. 1 to 8? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No; I will not allow that question. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr 'Speaker, .can put it another way. Does the Government consider 
it a satisfactory situation for Gibraltar, with a peak demand of 

- 14.6mW when it is really cold, that with the skid generators the 
generating capacity. should only be 16mW, having 'regard to the fact 
that when a gasket slips a .bit of fluid or:Something goes wrong we 
are all subjected to power cuts, does the Government consider that 
a satisfactory situation for the people of Gibraltar to be in? 
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HCO DR R G VALARINO: 

AS I said before, at the moment we have 14.5mW. We shall get an 
extra 2mW from the other skid-mounted engines and apart from this 
we have No. 11 engine which has been out of action due to a broken 
crLankehaft. It is in the process of being re-assembled and it will 
be\ in commission from she middle to the end of January and this 
will produce another 2.2mW. This will mean a spare capacity from 
the point of view that the Member was talking about, of roughly, 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is the position, as far as Gibraltar is concerned, that if Engine 
No. 1.3., which carry our best wishes at all times, if Engine No. 13 
stops, is not the position that there must then inevitably 'be power 
cuts if it is cold and it is winter? From the figures given by the 
Government in the Gibraltar Chronicle would not that result in a 
drop of generating capacity of 4.9mW? 
• 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, there are various answers to this, First :of all, 
as I said before, No. U is coming back, the skids Will.  be in 
operation and not only that there is, as you well know and I have 
mentioned before in the House, a reduction of voltage which gives 
us extra power so should No. 5 go out and should No. 13 go out the 
others should be able to compensate for No. 13. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can. I ask the Hon Minister another. question, the answer to which we 
will listen to very carefully. Can the Minister confidently inform 
the reople of Gibraltar, once the skid generators are working, that 
they will get no more power cuts of an hour or an hour and a half? 
And if he cannot give us that promise, is that not because, basically, 
the Government has not got enough generating capacity for the necels 
of the population and for the needs of providing them with continuous 
power supply which we are all enticled to? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

.Mr Speaker, the Opposition are as unpredictable as women. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

The Minister should know. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

The Hon Member is talking about NO. 13 but we could be able to cover 
butthat does not klean'tosdY thdt another' engine cotild e b 

out at the same time and this could mean a shortfall in the electri-
city produCed and therefore I cannot give the Hon-Member the 
guarantee that he is asking for. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

In other words, will the Minister state that the position will not 
be as it was, for example, in 1976 and 1977 when power cuts, except 
in relation to industrial disputes, were unthinkable and did not 
occur. Am I right in asking the Minister that all he can give 
assurances to the people of Gibraltsr is that the Government will 
do what it can to keep a continuous supply but of course Gibraltar 
must recognise that that is not possible in the circumstances of 
Gibraltar, that guarantees are not possible because the Government 
does not have enough generating capacity to provide for breakdowns 
in their various engines? 

HON DR R GVALAR1NO: 

Mr Speaker, the Government will do all it its power not to'have power 
cuts but in no.system can any Government say categorically that there 
are not going to be any pOwer cuts and that engines are not going to 
develop faults. This is iltposSible. 

HON P J 

'.Is Government proud of its record? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question, 
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17.12.80 

. NO, 360 OF .1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Government explain why the skid-mounted . are as yet 
not operational given the fact. that Government predicted that they 
would be soon after their arrival? 

.ANSWER ' 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR  MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

The first set of the skid-mounted generators has been operational 
since 24th November, 1980. The other three sets and transformers 
were sited on the 17th November, 1980. Preparatory work for final 
operation involved the control and protection wiring to the main 
switchboard at King's Bastion, the laying and connecting of fuel 
and fuel return pipe lines and the connection of the main power 
cables. 

Some.of this work was put in hand soon after the set's were brought 
on to site but industrial problems arose which delayed the work so 
that actual running and commissioning could not commence until the 
.11th December, 1980. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 360 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr.Speaker, this industrial action that the Minister speaks of, was 
no planning done with the workers at the Generating Station when 
the sets were ordered in order to avoid this sort of situation, were 
they not consulted in any way? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I think it would be grossly unfair for me to go into. an 
industrial dispute which has been solved, Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

What I asked was, was there no.planning done through the committee 
which has been set up in the Department in order to avoid problems," 
Was this committee not consulted when the skid-mounted generators 
were acquired? 

- HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Neither the Department nor I can foresee any possibility that arises 
and any twist that can arise in the conditions. 

HOD? G T RESTANO: 

I6 the Minister then saying that there was no consultation with,  the 

staff? 
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MR SPEAKER: 

Let us not digress from the subject matter of the question. 

HON' P J ISOLA: 

How much rent has been paid so far in respect of generators that 
are not operational?. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, there are two things I would like to say. I would like 
to say that skid No. 1 is already working, skid No. L. started working 
two. days' 'ago and producing 600/650, skid No. 2 started working two 
days' ago :and producing 609/650, skid No 3 should be working today. 
The second part ofsthe question, this is a completely different 
queption, it has nothing to do with the -originaX question and I need 
notice of it. 

• 

n • c..17! .77 
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N0. X61 OF 1980 

THE HON A T LODDO 

In view of the length of time before the new Girls' Comprehensiye 
School is completed, would Government consider installing Instant 
Shower Heaters in the St Joseph's Annexe at the John Mackintosh' 
Hall as a temporary measure? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR  EDUCATION 

As the Girls' Comprehensive School is likely to be transferred to 
new premises in 1982 it is not felt appropriate to put in hand at 
this stage the installation of a hot water supply to the existing 
shower facilities in the St Joseph's Annexe at the John. Mackintosh 
Hall. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 361 OF 1980 

• HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, I was merely asking for an instant shower heater. 
There is no hot water supply, it uses the same cold water and the 

. water is only heated because there is an'element in the heater. 
I am not asking for a whole installation. Would Government con-
sider.thesu temporary instant shower heaters? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

The Government will not consider it. The Girls' Comprehensive 
School has been like this for the past 1L years during which part 
of the time the Hon Leader of the Opposition was the Minister res-
ponsible for the Department of Education. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Does the Minister not consider progress as part of his duties in 
a Department? 

MR SPEAKER: 

.Next question. 
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NO. 362 OF 1980  

THE HON A T LODDO 

17.12'.80 

ORAL 

  

Can the Minister for. Education state how.many qualified Nursery 
Teachers there are in our First Schools? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

There are sufficient numbers of Burnham qualified teachers who 
have specialised in the education of reception class children 
to teach all the classes of 4/5 year old pupils in our First 
Schools, Qualified Nursery Teachers (ie Nursery Nursing Educa-
tion Board qualifications) can be employed only in Government 
Nursery Schools as they are not qualified in the sense of the 
Burnham Report for appointment in schools. 
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17.12.80 

ORAL NO. 363 OF 1980 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Will Government consider granting the same subsidy to all school-
children who are at present in receipt of subsidised school 
transport? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

Subsidised transport is now based on public transport rates and in 
all cases, except Catalan Bay children of Middle and Secondary age 
and secondary boys attending Bayside Comprehensive School living 
south of a line from the bottom of Witham's Road to the Casino, 
parents ere paid by cheque at the beginning of each term the 
equivalent of two out of the four journeys which need to be under-
taken by pupils each day. In the case of the secondary boys 
attending Bayside School, Government pay for just one journey out 
of the four which need to be undertaken by pupils each day and a 
coach is hired at Government expense for the middle and secondary 
age childven at Catalan Bay. It is intended, however, to provide 
for a 50% subsidy based on public transport rates to be paid to 
parents in the future in respect of all entitled children. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO VEST ION NO.  63 011_1980 

HON A T LODDO:" 

Mr Speaker, why should certain children be treated differently? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I presume that the Hon Member refers to the Catalan Bay children. 
This is an acquired right going back to the landslide days when 
we did not havo. a road there and this is why we intend to bring 
the whole 4aestion on the same basis. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

18 the answer that everybody is going to be the same in the future 
or not? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

This is what we intend to do. 
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No. 364 OF 1980 0 

THE HON A  T LODDO  

Considering that the Adventure Play Leader has now been in 
Gibraltar for 7 months, can Government state when he will be. 
engaged in the actual adventure playground? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

Following the Adventure Playleader's arrival in April, the first 
three months were spent in making all the necessary preparations 
and plans for the establishment of the adventure playground, 
After it was decided not to relocate the project at an alternative.  
site permission to proceed with the development of the original 
site was obtained at the end of July. Since that time the Adven-
ture Playleader has been actively engaged in developing the site, 
acquiring essential equipment, tools and materials, fencing, 
storage accommodation, insurance b.nd other requirements. At the 
beginning of September he started to work on a regular basis at 
the adventure playground and during the Autumn Term the playground 
has been operating for six days each week after school hours and 
on Saturdays. Average attendance during this period has been 
approximately sixty children per session. The Adventure Playleader 
is currently engaged in progressing the project by the acquisition 
and construction on the site of a suitable building for use as a 
play 'centre and by developing all other areas of work associated 
with the site, management and future development of the adventure 
playground. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 365 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Can Government say how many teachers there are at present in the 
following categories: 

a) Qualified Teachers 

b) Unqualified Teachers 

.c) Part time Teachers 

d) Full time Supply Teachers, and 

e) Contract Teachers? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION  

At the present time there are 279 teachers employed in schools by 
the Department of Education of which 244 are qualified in the 
sense of the Burnham Report and the remaining 35 are unqualified. 
Of the total of 279 teachers, 11 are part-time, and 8 are full-
time contract teachers. There are currently L. full-time unquali-
fied supply teachers. 
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NO. 366 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government take the necessary steps to ensure that those 
cleaners who had a record of employment with the Education 
Department and Who were recently excluded due to the method 
of selection chosen, are re-instated? - 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 

As stated in the written answer to Question No. 258/1980, the 
method used to draw up the list of supply char-women was con-
sidered to be the fairest way of dealing with the matter In 
view of number of ladies who were interested at the time. 
However, am prepared to look into the possibility of adding 
to the list the names of those ladies who were previously ex-
cluded due to the method of selection chosen at the time. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 366 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I am grateful to the Minister and I hope that once he •has con-
sidered this he will find that he will be able not only to include 
those cjeaners, 6 or 7, that were excluded, to include them in the 
list but also, perhaps, include them and categorise them in a way 
that they should be categorised, say, from 6 to 12. I hope the 
Minister will have due regard of this. 

HON MAJOR F J DELL1rIANI: 

I have ,3aid that I am prepared to look into the possibility of 
adding their names to the list, I shall do it the way I want to 
do it and not the way Mr Scott wants to do it. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Could I ask the Minister if it is his intention or the Government's 
intention to perpetuate the system of selection of people in the 
public service by casting lots? Is that to be part of Government 
policy in the future? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, I do not think the Hon Leader of the Opposition is quite 
aware of what we are talking about. We are not talking about perma-
nent people working in our schools, we are talking of people who are 
on a waiting list to supply when someone goes on leave or is sick. 
We are not talking of employing people on a permanent basis. 
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HON 1 P J ISOLA: 

Will this system be used, for example, with supply teachers? If 
there are more people who want to be teachers on supply than there 
are 'Vacancies, will the Minister follow` the same course or will 
the Director of Education use his discretion? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

My.Department would consult with the GTA just as they consulted the 
TGWU with regard to the charwomen. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

May I ask the Minister that if the GTA should agree. on. a method of 
selection for supply teachers by lot, whether the Department will 
,implement it? 

MR SPEAKER: 

That is a 14pothetical question. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Will the consideration which the Minister hopee.'to make be made 
- earlier rather than later, can the Minister say that? 

' • 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I always-make my considerations earliee rather than later. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 367 OF.1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

What areas are being refurbished to accommodate families.which the 
Housing Allocation Committee has recommended should be housed on 
social grounds and furthermore what is the total number of units 
and how many families have been so. categorised? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

21 units are being provided at 49/51 Town Range, commonly.known as 
the ex RASC Bakery,.to accommodate families on the social cases 
list. 

There are 46 families on this list at present. 

SDPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 367 OF 1980.  

HON W T SCOTT: 

Does the Government 'intend refurbishing any other-premises to house, 
on the figures that the Minister has just given, the balance of 25 
people on social grounds? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Government does not intend to provide particular premises or con-
struct or refurbish, what Government will do is that on the vacan-
cies arising of pre-war accommodation q  those remaining social cases 
will be hopefully accommodated as and•when vacancies arise in the 
pre-war category. - 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Does the Minister have any idea what other areas might be available 
in the short term to Government precisely to refurbish them for 
people of this nature? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I.have no idea of the area, Mr Speaker, what I can say to the Hon 
Member is that as houses become vacant normally we end up at the 
end of the exercise with pre-war accommodation which.  is suitable 
for social cases. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Can'the Minister give some indication of the length of time spent 
waiting classified as a social -case of the longest standing members 

. of 47 you said are listed? 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I have not got with me information to give the exactitude as to 
how long people on the social cases have been on the list. I 
would remind the Hon Member that it was about this time last year 
thalt we gave out 14 units at the. Filipino Hostel so I would assume 
that the people we are talking of possibly could be people who 
have been on the social list for 2 or 3 Tbars but I would not wish 
to be pegged down to that because there could be the odd cases who 
have been longer and have not wanted the Filipino Hostel. 

HON AJ HAYNES: 

Surely, Mr Speaker, when somebody is classified as a social case 
or someone who needs housing on social grounds, 'paere is a sense 
of urgency in that and will' Government ensure that peopI,e who are 
classified as social cases and are recommended for housing on 
those grounds, that those people find somewhere as soon as possible? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 
- - 

Mr Speaker, we do our utmost to try .and accommodate , not only the 
' social cases that are 2 or 3 years ,waiting but - eVen:people_who 

have been waiting for much lOnger periods and are not social cases. 
-:However, we do try to accommodate them as:-best, we'' can but there is 
a housing. problem. 
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17.120;0 

NO.  368 OF. 1980, 01*L 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Will Government state whether the modernisation progratme at Tank 
- Ramp o: Willis's Area and Lime Kiln Steps will house more people 
than before? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR. HOUSING ANMSPORT  

Yes, Sir, it will. 

•SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION:NO. 368 OF .1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

HoW'manyl 

. HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, 'in answer:to Question 270 it-was statecithg“he number of 
. families housed and subsequently decanted in these area was-43 
• lie, 11 from Tank - Ramp, 13.from the Willis's. Area and 19 from Lime 

',Kiln Steps. The number of families which will be accommodated 
• after modernisation.is 54, made up as follows:- 16 at Tank Ramp, 
9 in the Willis's Area, and .29 in Lime Kiln Steps. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

HaAr many of these 54 families will be two-member families in the 
bedsitters? 

HON H'J ZAMMITT: 

That, Mr Speaker, I pannot'say and twill remind the Hon Meber" 
that you cannot say, that two bedrooms. is.for.two members.TLere 
are instances where a family., husband and wife and two children 
of equal sex would obtain 3RKB, on the other hand. the same amount -
of people with .a different sex would be 424110heipannot specify 
• exactly the,number of people, it. will be the number -of families 

housed adequately. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, since one can say of a two-bedroOmed house that may-
,be it will house two people or maybe it will house three, depending.  
• on ,the,pomposition of that family, you .can say that that flat will 
not be giVen to a family with more. constituent'parts. 

MR SPEAKER: ' 

That is a hypothetical question. 

70



2. 

HON ,A J HAYNES: 

Sirs when one builds a house which has got three rooms it is fair 
to assume that since it is designed. to have one bedroom or two bed-
roons or whatever, one can safely say we will allow either a 3-
person family or a 5-person family to live here. What I.am asking 
for his the 54 units must have an optimum maximum number and aTho a 
minimum number and if they are, what are those 'two numbers? Can he 
give me an indication as to whether these 54 families are 54 10.= 
person families or 54 small families? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I don't think the Hon Member understood'what I said 
earlier on. One cannot say that and I repeat it• and I hope I make 
myself understood. There are instances where a 2-bedroomed flat 
which is a 3RKB, we are talking of bedrooms but a family is en-
titled to have one or two people sleeping in the same bedroom. 
Two people of the same sex can share a bedroom but in instances 
if they are of different sex then they require a single bedroom 
each so therefore you can have a family composition of, say, four, 
ie husband, wife, son and daughter, auey would require a .14iKB, 
whereas a husband, wife, two daughters and olie son would be 24RKB. 
Probably if the Hon Member can come to my office I will explain in 
detail. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

I find the term '5/4- families.' as opposed to )43 families may be mis-
3 eading . 

.MR SPEAKER : 

The answer you .are being given 1s` that due •to the conditions under 
which the houses are going to be allocated to families of different 
composition he cannot give you the information you have asked foe. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Can the Minister confirm, in fact, that the whole question of the 
housing list is treated as family units so that the number of 
housints applicant's is not related to the number of individuals in 

• the famaly2 'We are talking about the number of units required and 
the number of people on the waiting list, we are not talking about 
individuals but family units. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

is.the_position then that instead of 43 housing units there would 
be 54 housing units so that 'these developments that have'taken and 
continue to take along time are going to improve the housing stock 
of Gibraltar by 11 units and is the Gbvernment Satisfied-With this . 
performance? 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Government is very satisfied, Mr Speaker, and I would ask the Hon 
and Learned Leader of the Opposition to pay a visit to the areas 
that'havo been modernised and to see what were previously slums 
turned into very attractive housing and people are very satisfied 

.witE the return they are getting. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, that may be so but it hardly helps the position of the 
. large number of people on the waiting list. 

72



.17.1280 

NO. 369 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Sir, let me preface this question by saying that I should declare 
an interest since subsequent to asking this question I have been 
approached to handle some cases which do seem to be similar to the 
one I am referring to. 

Will Government undertake to have a full report made by the Fathily 
Care Unit before issuing legal proceedings for eviction in order 
to avoid any repetition of the case involving Mrs Sookraj? 

ANSWER . 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOP HOUSING AND SPORT  

The Housing Department requests reports from the Family Care Unit 
of the Department of Labour and Social Security on alleged social 
cases, and these, when received,' are considered by the Housing 
Advisory Committee who make recommendations to the Housing Alloca-
tion Committee and/or the Minister for Housing. 

In the case of Mrs Sookraj (nee Bebeagua) and her 'four children, 
the Housing Department was informed by the -Police, on 6 August, 
1980, that they had recently arrived from UK, and were at 33A 
Town,Range-4. 

As Mrs Sookraj was not an authorised person to reside in these 
premises a Notice under Section 2234 of the ;Criminal Offences 
Ordinance was served upon her on. 12 August, 1980, requesting 
and requiring her to leave the premises within 24 hours after 
seivice of the Notice. Mrs Sookraj failed to-comply with the 
Notice so the case was referred to the Law Officers' Department 
for necessary action. 

An Order for Possession was obtained in the_Supreme Court on 12 
September, 1980, but in view of the particular circumstances of 
the case it has not yet been enforced..:_ 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 369 'OF 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, that does not really answer my question, what. I am 
saying is ifthePolice do.come and inform the .Housing Depart-
ment that there is a squatter -or they allege there is - a-Squatter 
then before the Housing DepSrtnient gives notice to the Attorney-
General, shouldn't they go to the Family Care Unit to enquire 
because we are talking about making people homeless and Govern-
ment is not a landlord withobt a social aonscience. 

MR SPEAKER: 

You are being asked whether before any action is taken to evict 
people.  whether a report from the Family Care Unit should be 
sought 

73



HON H J ZAMMITT: 

2. 

HUN A J CANEPA: 

As the Minister responsible for the Family Care Unit .I should 
warn the House that it maynotbe a straightforward matter for 
the Family Care Unit to prepare a report at the drop of a hat, 
they are involved in investigating many social cases: I do not 

_ know whether what the Hon Member is proposing is that they should 
drop the work that is being carried out on all the other social 
cases and investigate this one.to  the detriment of the other 
social cases who may be waiting for an investigation for 6 or 1 
months. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, it is apparent to me that the Government are not satis-
fied with the machinery which took Mrs Sookraj to the brink of 
eviction end that is why., having gone through all the process of 
getting an Order to.get her out, they have not acted on it. 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are debating and I must not all= that to happen. You must ask 
t questions 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Let me repeat the question, I believe that there may be some diffi-
culties as outlined by the Member but I'  elieve that there is a 
need to consider proDosals along these lines and ask,  the Govern-
ment at least• for some measure. I. have ,now two cases which are 
going in exactly the same way. only hope that as ,in the case of 
Mrp Sookraj they pill be stopped. 

MR SPEAKER: 

. We are debating and we must net do this at question time. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, 1::amtaffled, .quite honestly, by the Hon Mr Haynes' 
attitude-bedause-if:in the case of Mrs Sookraj-'  

MR SPEAKER: 

I:mustmake the same. observation to you as I made to'Mr Haynes. 
_you are being asked whether yOu,are:preparedt6_get a report 
.from-the Family:Care Unit,4eSor no?::ItisAaasimple as that. 

With respect, Sir, it could be yes or no. In these. circumstances 
all social cases are investigated by the Family Care Unit but if 
somebody comes from the United Kingdom and goes into premises and 
it is brought to our attention . 
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MR SPEAKER: 

You are being asked whether before taking a decision to evict or 
not 'to evict, whether you are prepared to get a report from the 
Family Care Unit? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, as Minister for Housing I am not prepared to.do it. 
I do not think we can allow people to come, take up accommodation, 
and expect sympathy when other people in similar circumstances are 
not being afforded housing. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I think what my Hon and Learned Colleague is trying to ask the 
Government is to use a bit of compassion in this type of case. 
Will the Government not put the machinery of eviction automati-
cally into process without making some sort of inquiry as to the 
circumstances for the situation that has arisen in the same way 
as the Government does, I believe, in a lot of other areas in 
Gibraltar? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the answer is no. I cahnot allow people to take the 
law into their own hands. I am not prepared to accept that. 
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. 17.12.80 

NO. 370 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Will Government ensure that every effort is made to find an alterna-
tiVe site/s for clothes lines at Varyl Begg? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Representations have been received from tenants at Varyl Begg and 
the matter is being considered. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 370 OF: 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Did not the Government envisage this problem on the Varyl Begg Estate 
and did they not make any contingency arrangement for clothes to be 
hung by the tenants of the Estate? • 

,HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, Mr Speaker, there are other Estates that have not got drying 
areas, not that I say that Varyl Begg Estate should not have them 
but the matter is now being brought to light and it is being con-
sidered. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

That contingency did not come into the consideration of the Govern-
meat until the tenants have started shouting about it, is that the 
position? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 31 

No, Mr Speaker, this matter was considered. We knew very well that 
the pitched roofs would be depriving the tenants of drying areas and 
the matter is being looked at to. try and alleviate the situation. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

•But the position is that although the 
would be deprived of drying areas 
their attention to providing them 
tit they have started shouting at 
deprived, is that the position? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

GovernMent knew that the tenants 
they nevertheless did not address 
with alternative drying areas un- 
the fact that they have been • 

Mr Speaker, out main.priority,.was to try and stop the leaking roofs, 
the drying areas were secondary in our consideration. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 371 OF 1980 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Will, Government state whether or not the Housing Department are 
consulted as to their housing composition requirements in respect 
of Housing projects to be undertaken by the Public Works Depart-
ment and what is the nature of such. consultation? 

ANSWER • 

THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

The Housing Department is consulted by the Public Works Department 
in respect of the desirable mix at the planning stage of housing 
projects, and there is good liaison between the Public Works 
Department staff and the Housing staff on this matter before plans 
are put forward for approval. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 371 OF 1980 

'HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I cannot believe that this is so. This comes back to 
supplementaries to Question No. 368 which we have just discussed 
earlier on. I am asking whether, though Mr Bossano talks about 
families and not people, I think. that it is important when one 
talks of families  

MR SPEAKER: 

We must not make the subject matter of.each question a debate. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

What is the optimum family number that the Housing Department try 
and have? Whatnumerical composition is the most common in families? 

HON H ZAMMITT: 

It depends entirely, Sir. If houses are being built in a particular 
area, the liaison between Housing and Public Works Department is that 
if we want to decant another building s'o that the modernisation pro-
gramme can continue then, of course, we look at the new building to 
try and house what we are trying to decant. This is the way it goes. 
If it is not going to be used for decanting purposes then one would 
look as to whether we require more bedsitters, do we require in a 
given area three rooms, four rooms, and that is the kind of liaison 
that we have. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Is it in fact the case that the.Housing Department knows how many 
units of each size it requires for the number of people on the 
waiting list and is this information made available to the Public 
Works Department when they plan 'the houses they need.to build? 
That, I think, is the information the Hon Mr Haynes is asking for. 

ORAL 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I think I have answered that in my general reply, Mr Speaker. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 372 OF 1980 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Can the Minister for Sport say what made him accept elected re-
Vresentatives to his Sports Committee as opposed to nominated ones? 

ANSWER ' 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

During my visit to UK I called upon the Department of the Environ-
ment (Minibtry for Sport) and the Sports Council. 

I was advised that the setting up of a Gibraltar Sports Council 
could only be achieved by:- 

1) The nomination of members by the Minister for Sport 

ii). Members should be completely independent of any sport. 

Under the circumstances and requirements of Gibraltar the advice 
given was for the formation of a Committee, which should not be 
called "Sports Council", drawn up of members either nominated by 
the Minister for'Sport or elected representatives of Associations 
having direct concern with facilities afforded by Government. 

With this in view a meeting was held with the Chairman of the 
Gibraltar Sports. Federation and it was agreed that the Executive 
Committee of the Federation (7 in total) would be nominated to 
serve on the Gibraltar Sports Committee. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 372; OF 1980  

HON P J ISOLA: 
,-" 

Can I just ask the Minister whether the Government proposes to 
introduce a motion in the House to revert the decision of the 
House at the last meeting on the issue of the Sports Cothmittee? 
The House has resolved the sort of Sports Comthittee we should 
have. 

ORAL 
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1.7.1240 

NO. 373 OF 1580 . ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Why cannot students from the Boys' Comprehensive. School use the 
showering facilities at the Victoria Stadium? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Students from the Boys' Comprehensive School using the. indoor 
playing facilities can and do use the showers available to 
users of the indoor facilities at the Victoria Stadium Sports 
Centre. Students using the outdoor playing facilities use the 
showering facilities within the school. In order that students 
could use the 'outdoor' showers at the Stadium, as from 9 am, 
-it- would be necessary to rearrange the cleaning schedule, change 
the cleaner's conditions of service and engage one additional 
part-time cleaner. 

.The school is studying the positioning and cost of additional 
showering facilities within the school premises and proposes 
to request that provision be made in the 1981/82 Estimates. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. OF 1.2.19. 

HON A T LODDO: 

'But why should they make provision in the school when you have 
already got provision in the Victoria Stadium? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member referred to the Stadium staff as the 
"empire" and if the Hon Member wants to inflate the empire more 
then we have to change the cleaning duties of this particular 
cleaner in the outdoor facilities and engage another part-time 
cleaner and have to change their conditions of service, ie from 
7 to 9 am, then from 2 pm to 4 pm and from 4 pm to 5 pm so as 
to allow the facilities to be used not only by schools but by 
consecutive sport that commences at the Stadium after 5 pm and 
thereby enlarging the empire at the Stadium which is so highly 
criticised. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I would have thought, Mr Speaker, that on this particular-ques-
tion the priority of Government would have been to make as much 
use of the Stadium as possible? 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not discussing that. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Does not the Minister accept that if there are showering facilities 
there and there are people using the Victoria Stadium, they should 
be allowed to use the showering facilities and is not the position 
that the Minister should arrange the allocation or disposition of 
the staff to enable that to be done? 

MR SPEAKER: 

The Minister has said that but he says that he needs extra funds 
and until such time as they are voted he cannot implement it. 
That is the way I have read the answer. 

HON H 3 ZAMMITT: 

I said that the '!empire" ,at the Stadium had been so highly criti-
cised that-here is one case that if a service is wanted it has to 
be provided at the expense of being called a "kingdom" or an 
"empire". 
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NO. 374 OF 1980 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Why cannot schoolchildren mako use of the Stadium facilities 
during all the school hours? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER PGR HOUSING AND SPORT  

It is not possible for schoolchildren to make use of all the 
Stadium facilities during all the school hours because essen-
tial maintenance has to be carried out to the playing facili-
ties. It is considered necessary, practicable and more 
economical to carry out weekday maintenance during normal 
working hours. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 374 OF 1980 

HON A T LODDO: 

One would think, would not the Minister agree, that since school 
starts at 9 am it would seem a bit'silly to have the sporting 
activities at school start at 10 am instead of at 9 amt I know 
I am again pressing on his empire but T would like an answer. 
Doesn't the Minister agree that it would be more reasonable to 
start sporting activities in school at 9 am considering that 
the Sports Stadium was primarily focussed on the use to be made 
of it by schobl children? 

HON H ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, for the information of the Hon Member, the 
Stadium is open to schools as from 9 am-. The outdoor p7.aying 
facilities are available from 9 am. The indoor playing facili-
ties are available as from 10 am. This is on account of the 
cleaning requirements because the Stadium is used until very 
late at night and accordingly it has to be cleaned up between 
the hours of 8 am to 10 am but the outdoor playing facilities 
are available to the schools as from 9 am. 
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a7.124c 

NO. 375 OF. 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Government introduce breathalyser tests for drivers suspected 
of being under the inflUence of drink? 

ANSWER 

. THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT . 

At present there is no evidence to suggest a need for this typeof -
test equipment in Gibraltar but the matter is under constant review. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTIONNO. 375 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I think, Mr Speaker. since the question was drafted, and reading 
today's Chronicle, it should perhaps be not breathalyser tests 
but electronic breath testing machines. I am surprised with the 
answer of the Minister that there is no need. I-. think there is 
always a need for certain preventive equipment to stop drivers 
driving under the influence of drink. Would the Minister not 
consider introducing electronic equipment? One would not need 
to buy too many of them. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the information. I have is that, from 1st June to 1st 
December this year there were 27 eases involving arrests as a 
result of driving under the influence of drink or drugs. Out of 
the 27, 19 cases were taken to court, out of those 19 cases, 6 
resulted in being acquitted, 1 is awaiting trial rand 12 convicted. 
I do not think one can say that there is a,peed to have to bring 

n any kind of machinery to test oe's incapability of being able to 
drive. I would say that the situation of the law as, it starldo 
Gibraltar is, to,my-mindl  quite' satisfactory at this stage. 

HON GT RESTANO: 

I-would have thought, Mr Speaker, and perhaps the Minister would 
give me an answer to that, that this depends very much on how 
active the police are on this matter. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, we are now debating. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, the Minister has said that there is no need . and I am 
questioning that. On the. evidence that he has before him, he says 
27 have come up in thWlast twelve months but surely the reason 
that there may only have been 27 cases is that the police may not. 
have been actively engaged in stopping people who are driving a 
bit suspiciously, would the Minister not agree with that? 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, Mr Speaker, I cannot agree with that at all. If the Hon Member 
is aware, the powers of arrest under the breathalyser system is what 
is known as contributory power of arrest, in other words, the police 
can only use a breathalyser in the United Kingdom when something has 
been seen to be wrong in the method of driving. It is not that they 
can use the breathalyser when people walk down the streets, there 
must be some circumstances warranting that. In Gibraltar the cir-
cumstances are that a person can be under the influence of drinlk or 
drugs to such an extent as not .6o have proper control of 'the vehicle. 
The difference between a breathalyser and our test is that you Could 
be stopped with a breathalyser after having had one whisky and have 
positive results in the breathalyser but you are still not incapable 
of having proper control of the vehicle. In Gibraltar whether you 
have had a milk stout or thirty whiskies the question is, is that 
person able to have proper control of the vehicle and a medical 
examination takes place and the evidence is given in court and, of 
course, people are convicted or acquitted. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Surely, the Minister must be aware of the comments of the Stipendiary 
Magistrate ,rho. said in a case where he had to acquit a person, that 
he.felt-that such type of test would be. of great benefit to him when 
they were brought in fraut.of him by,the.police. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

This -came to my attention but I am told that the Stipendiary 
Magistrate,yalthough making a comment;-Was-not really pressing for 
• that particular test other than making a passing remark but I think 
the Hon Attorney-General may be able to enlighten us further on 
:that issue. .- 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

net the Stipendiary Magistrate said was notwto suggest the intro-
duction of a.. breathalyser test. • 'My informatipn is that he was 
comparing breathalyser testing With our law which is the dr.~ •ring 
under the influence of drink or drugs law. He was not indicating 
a preference for the one,pr the other. 

:Hok0 T RESTANO: 

Would the Government consider, 'now it seems to be electronic equip-
ment which does not require the. blood and urine tests, would the 
Government seriously consider now amending the law and.using this 
type of equipment? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Government will always consider any legislation which is to the 
benefit' of the community but I must emphasise that I. do not think 
that Gibraltar's history of driving under the influence is as bad 

warrant a drastic change in our laws. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

One final question, Mr Speaker. Would the Government, before the 
next House and perhaps ,at the next House, inform .the House how 
muph this sort of equipMent would coat.if .it, were purchased, in 
other words, make an investigation and let the.  House know—at the 
nekt meeting? . 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 
• 

Yes, I think I can commit myself to find out what the expenses 
involved would be. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Did the. Minister say in".:his'Original answer that he had no evidence 
to show that the present state of .the lawl.s'unsatisfactory? • 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, I did not say it was unsatisfactory, what I said was that the 
circumstances in Gibraltarof being able to establish if a person 
is under the influence of drink or drugs is slightly different to 
that of the United Kingdom. 

MR SPEAKER: 

The original_answer was that at present there is -np_avidence to 
_suggest a need.for this type of test. , • 

HON A . J 'HAMS: 

Is. the House aware that the British Medical Assdciation inIngland 
at the - time when the English law was similar :to- ours, held . that the 
clinical test which is the test that we gave:now, was undasfactory? 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think we are 'talking at cross purposes. The. Minister said that 
;.there is no need for this type of - test equipment in Gibraltar, not 
that the evidence is insufficient. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Is the Minister aware of the BMA findings on the cliriical tests? 

HON H J ZAMMITT:.  

No, I am not'aware of the BMA tests at all, Sir. 
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HON 'A J HAYNES: 

It might be of some help, since they emphatically state that the 
clinical tests must be carried out in full and is not sensitive 
enough to definitively state that somebody is drunk unless that 
state of drunkness is quite extreme. Unless you are roiling drunk 
the clinical tests cannot be 100% sure of finding you to be drunk 
and that, Sir, I submit, is unsatisfactory and if the Minister 
agrees that it is unsatisfactory then, perhaps, he will press the 
matter with more urgency. 

HON H.J ZAMMITT:. 

I could not possibly say that I agree it is unsatisfactory. My , 
experience in the past is one of coordination, that DoctOrs have 
examined individuals, but as I say it is not that one has to be 
drunk it is under the influence and not to have proper control of 
the vehic..Le. 'One could exaggerate and say that 'one could be com-
pletely drunk and yet have control of the vehicle but that is the 
evidence that the court must be afforded by thee-medical officer 
carrying ot-  i, the particular test and it is up to the court to 
accept or'r-fuse the evidence afforded by the. medical profession. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, I am quite aware. of the legal•position as to .whether somebody 
is capable .or incapable of driving 6 car. The court.obviously . . 

MR SPEAKER: 

if you want some information you are free to ask for the information. 
This is question time and jf we want to debate the question as to 
which particular tesG.is needed for Gibraltar we can debate that in 
a motion but at question time we must limit ourselves. 

HON A.J HANES 

Would the house consider it satisfactory to know that as a result 
of fairly arbitrary medical measures, some people might be con-
victed innocently and since the offence carries a statutory period 
of one years loss of licence, I would ask the House to consider 
the matter more thoroughly. 

HON 'H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I think, if anything, the evidence as afforded:today 
under our Traffice Ordinance, if anything it goes very much in 
favour of the person who is pretty well under the influence of 
drink but it is difficult to substantiate it. .' 
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17.12.80 

ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Can Government state why it is not possible for. Government to 
designate selected places v for. the parking of trailers and why 
they allow derelict trailers parked in public thoroughfares? 

QUESTIONWITHDRAWN 

• 
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17.12.80 

NO.. 377 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

What permanent arrangements does Government intend to implement so 
t4t: a.) access to the hospital is made absolutely free for doctors 
and hospital staff, and b) sufficient parking facilities are made 
available to the general public visiting St Bernard's Hospital? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Due to absence of space it is not possible to provide additional or 
further parking facilities to either staff or visitors to St Bernard's 
Hospital. Since the recent.increased police activity, hospital staff 
have expressed satisfaction at the position. The unsatisfactory 
position in early November was caused by lack of consideration by 
visitors to the hospital who were parking vehicles with total dis-
regard to the convenience of others. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 377 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

• I take that point but does Government have absolutely no idea as to 
parking'spaces being made available fOr visitors? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

• Mr Speaker; the Hon Member may recall that Government provided more' 
thhn 50 parking spaces behind Arengo's:Palace. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Does the Government think that this is sufficient? 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think the answer has been made very clear, due to lack of space 
it is impossible to provide additional parking facilities. Next 
question. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 378 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Can Government state. what further legal action it can take with 
respect to the barrier at Cornwall's Lane having regard to the 
proceedings it has already instituted? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

- In the Case of the Cornwall's Lane barrier no legal action is 
"necessary as works to comply with the Nuisance Order in question 
are already in hand. 

. SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 378 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Is there a time limit imposed, Mr Speaker, to effect the necessary 
work? 

HON H J ZAMMTrT: 

I do not know about a time limit, Mr Speaker, all I can say is that 
the next step in the situation when no action follows a Nuisance 
Order or a warning letter is to proceed again to the Magistrates' 
Court under Section 85 with a view to obtaining conviction and a 
fine. I do not know if it is a month or three weeks. I am told 
that the work is in hand. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

The point is that we have had Nuisance Orders of this nature so, I 
understand, many times before and that 'certain landlords comply only 
to a very minor extent and this procrastinate the time element in-
volved. I am looking for a time period within which the repairs 
can be effected. 

.HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I am afraid I haven't got the information, Mr Speaker, but I will 
find out and I will inform the Hon Member. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Perhaps I could assist. A Nuisance Order would have a time limit 
specified in it. If one reached the point where and one does not 
always reach the point, but if one did reach the point where the 
Magistrates' Court proceedings were not efficacious, there is power 
to go to the Supreme Court as we have done in the past but that is 
a step we would take if we thought it was necessary on the facts of 
the case. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 379 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  
.  

Can Government state why the Post Officeneeds to rent or-hire 
transport to carry out its services and how much this is costing? 

• 

RE§STION WITHDRAWN 
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17.12.80 

NO. 380 OF 1980. ORAL 

TITI HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

In view of the obvious need of gooa political public relations for 
Gibraltar in the United Kingdom will Government consider extending 
the activities of the Gibraltar Office in London in this direction? 

QUESTION WITHDRAWN 
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17.12.80 

NO. 381 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PRLIZA  

Ca Government state what it is estimated will represent in money 
the commission due to be paid to Bermans in the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 
4th year respectively after the £20,000 already paid to them have 
been recouped? 

0E2IIIIZIKEDIEELL 

--ad 
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17.12.80 

ELTL111J1E1212 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Cad.. Government state how much in cash the 5% commission to bc 
paid to Bermans on the sales of souvenirs is estimated will 
amount to yearly and for how long will Government have to carry 
on paying this commission? 

QUESTION WITHDRAWN 
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17.12.80 

NO. 583  OF 1980 ORAL 

• THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Can Government state how much. Government.will be paying Bermans 
for the maintenance of the exhibitions at St Michael's Cave, 
Upper .Galleries and the Tower of Homage and how many persons 
will be travelling how many times'a year at Government expense 
to carry out the maintenance? 

QUESTION WITHDRAWN 
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17.12.80 

NO.  84 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Can Government state judging by hotel occupancy so far how the 
Tourist Trade is doing this winter? 

,QUESTION WITHDRAWN . 
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17.12.80 

NO.  385 OF .1980 ORAL 

TUE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Can Government state what is*the forecast from the Tourist Trade 
this coming summer based-on the bookings received up to now? 

QUESTION WITHDRAWN. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 386 OF .1980 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

C'an the acting Minister for Tourism state if he has made any pro- 
.gress in connection with the .formation of a Tourist Advisory Board? 

QUEST ION WITIMRAWN 
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17.12.80 

NO. 387 OF 1930 ORAL 

THE BON W T SCOTT  

Sip, will Government consider re-defining the. parking areas avail-
able to the residents of Schomberg by altering the angle of these 
parking bays with a view to increasing the number of these bays? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the existing standard parking bay must be able to accommodate 
both large and small vehicles, it is doubtful whether, by adjusting 
the angle of parking, extra spaces will be achieved, bearing in mind 
that vehicles must have sufficient room to manoeuvre into and out of 
the bays. 

Furthermore, in case of emergencies., fire etc, the access lane must 
be wide enough to allow a quick escape. The adjustment of the angle' 
of parking to accommodate more cars would reduce the width of the 
access road and would give rise to a lowering of safety standards. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO • UESTION NO.' 387 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Minister did say' it was doubtful. Would the 
Minister take steps, in fact,, to ensure either the one or the other, 
that there is no doubt, that there is room for more parking spaces 
or 'that there is not room for more parking spaces, that is what I 
am asking the Minister. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

As I have said it is considered that it will give hardly any extra 
room and this will be considerably offset to the detriment by the 
lack of manoeuvrability and access space. I am still willing to 
look at it further but I don't think that very much will come out 
of it. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 388 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Si, will Government confirm that the water cistern at Anderson 
House has been cleaned and is now operational? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE  MINISTER. FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the underground cistern at Anderson House has been cleaned 
'and was certified ready for use on 14th November, 1980. The 
electric water pump has been repaired and is now functioning. 
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17.12.80 

1222._  389_OF .1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Sit, what further progress can Government report on with respect 
to the,completion and handing .over of the new Public Works Garage? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, a Partial Completion Certificate was issued for the 28 November, 
1980. This covered the Main Building only and was subject to the 
completion of outstanding items. 

It should be noted that partial handover of areas of the building 
were effected in August to allow Public Works Department to instal 
plinths and bases for machine tools and erect work benches •- this 
is continuing. 

It is anticipated that full completion will be in mid January when 
the external area will be completed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 389 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Will the Minister confirm. to this House that the delay in the com-
pletion of the.Public Works Garage will not.  adversely affect the 
completion of the Girls' Comprehensive School? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I.should think it will not make any difference. 
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17.12.80 

NO.  390 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Sir, will Government state the cost of constructing the two small 
benches and the flowerbed at Governor's Parade and will Government 
consider reproviding this historical 'ball-playing' area elsewhere 
within the same vicinity? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the works at the small Piazza, Governor's Paradel included the 
manufacture of two replica 'Concrete seats to match the existing 
ones, a small flowerbed and repairs to the surrounding paving in-
cluding the replacement of a defective manhole. On completion, 
all the seats in the Piazza were painted. 

The works wore charged to the General Road Maintenance Vote but 
from records of labour distribution, ..the order of cost vas £350. 

The works were undertaken after the residents of the properties 
surrounding the Piazza complained about the misuse of the area. 
• COnsequently,..the reprovision of the 'ball-playing' area is not 

under consideration. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 390 OF 1980 
• 

• • 

- HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I understand from my Hon Colleague on my right who is 
a resident that he didn't complain. Ah'I to take It that the 
Government .has been,selective:in listening to complaints? 

HON M K FEaZHER8TONE: 

We were given a letter which a reasonable number of people had 
written in complaining that that area was being used, in their 
.view, to its detriment for the playing of football , etc, and they 
asked that something might be done .to Prevent it by. notices or 
Whatever you would like to do, being put up to stop ball playing. 
If the Hon Mr .Restano enjoys ball playing there then. I am " afraid 
he will have to go somewhere else instead. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

;.1,1r Speaker, this area has been used precisely for that purpose and 
.other.playing: purposea, in fact,.by children historically now for 
generations and -I think that Government should have considered 
this point. ,.. 
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HON M K FEATHL.RSTONE: 

I would not say that it has been used for generations. Since it was 
made,a little Piazza it was never intended to be a ball playing area, 
it was intended to be a beautiful little area in Gibraltar perhaps 
with open air cafes. I don't think the idea of open ,air cafes and a 
ball playing area are very compatible. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, but since there isn't any cafe or any other area does not 
Government  

MR SPEAKER: 

No, we are not going to debate whether the place should be used for 
a ball playing area. • 

HON P J 

What we are asking is whether he should reprovide it. Did the 
-., Minister consult with the Childrens'.Union?- 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The Childrens' Union did not make any representations. 

HON G. T RESTANO: 

The Minister did say that the cost was £350. Is this the overall 
total cost of just the materials or the materials used and labour? 

HON M 7 FEATHERSTONE: 

Materials used is not very great, Sir, it is'only a small quantity 
of cement for the actual making. It is basically the labour, I 
should se:y it is about 2300 labour and 250 material. 

HON G T REaANO: 

I wonder whether the Minister,  js correct there because I think they 
were working there for:at least a month and I can't see two people 
working theme full time for a month at,  least only getting 2300. 
Would the Minister make inqui,ries about that because an'top of that 
you have got the materials cost. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

'Sir, my figures are taken from the work sheets. I do not think it 
4:s'accurate to say that two men1wereworking there full time for a 
month. There was"a considerable period of time in which no work was 
being done, they had all cleared off for Ramadam but, of course, 
there was the hole in the centre of the Piazza. 

102



.17.12.100. 

NO. 391 OF 19.80 014.t 

THE-HON J BOSSANO 

Can. Government state what defeats have been found in the completed 
works at Casemates Hostel? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINIST:RR FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, certain defects. have been found in the completed works at 
Casemates Hostel. These can be split into 4 headings: • 

(a) ..Those defects caused. either wholly or partially by the 
Contractor. - - 

(b) Those caused... as a result of unforeseen circumstances. 

(c) Those. caused by the occupants themselves. 

(.(1) Those caused by vandalism.' 4 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 391 OF 1980  

HON J BOSSANO: 

.Mr Speaker, can the Government say what is being done about the 
defects caused by the Contractor, are these being put right by the 
Contractor? . • 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, the works by the contractor in the dormitories, there was 
flaking paint of the ceilings and walls, this is adtu'allybeing con-
tested at the moment. between the Public Works and the contractor. 
If appears that it was caused by rain' water percolating thkough the 
roof structure to the upper dormitories and both rain water and salt 
water percolating through the balconieS at first fI-Oor- l-eve3. The 
contractor maintains the problems in the upper dormitories is through 
inherent dampness within the roof structures which ,has resulted from 
several years of rain water penetrating the exposed roof areas., 
Public Works partly agrees with this,but-also .believe .that some of 
the rain water has percolated into the structure.,since the.,constructor 
has been in possession of the site. The flatrooflwas ,qpmpletely 
exposed between August, 1979 and January:, 1980 due to late •arrival 
of the roof sheets. Welded floors lifting in isolated areas of the 
vynl sheet flooring)this is being repaired. The plastic laminate is 
lifting to some of the work tops in the kitchens, doors and windows 
are sticking and require easing and adjUsting. Slight 'leaks on 
water pipes have been found and these are currently being repaired 
'by the. contractor under the maintenance period;  
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HON J BOSSANO: 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, can the Hon Member say what sort of inspection 
there :is in completed contracts before the Government accepts it 
because we seem to be facing situations, the Hon Member would agree, 
that we seem to have a situation where there is tendency for Govern-
ment contractors to apparently finish work that is not up to the 
standard the Government requires. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The normal situation, Sir, is that work is taken at its face value 
for a certificate of completion but there is usually a one year or 
at least.a 6 month.maintenance period and if any faults arise in 
that time they. are then laid at the .contractor's door and the onus.. 
is on him to replace or repair anything-that is wrong.. It is • 
ADIYVi01151- for .example, that .certain things will appear at face value 
to be alright on day one but because the workmanship.  has not been 
as good as it:should have been, perhapsl .bYday80 or 90 then the 
faults begin to appear: They are :then laid at -the contractor's 
doOr and under the maintenance. arrangement he has to repair: 
them at his expense. 

• 
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NO. 392 OF 1980 

17.12 . 80 

OPAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

 

Sir, will Government give an explanation for the inordinate delay 
in executing the present road works at.King's Yard Lane? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, King's Yard Lane is now open to vehicular traffic. Delays in 
completion occurred as a result of the complexity of existing ser-
vices which were encountered during the course of the excavations 
for the ne\1 sewer.10 Some of the existing service pipes were very 
old and fractured, when disturbedl so that repeairs were constantly 
having to be made as the work proceeded, resulting in an over-run 
to the original period of 18 weeks envisaged and as arranged for 
the road closure. The finished surfacing will not be laid until 
settlement of the excavations has taken place - normally a period 
'of about 6 months. It is not in the Question Sir, but I don't 
think there is any inordinate delay. 
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17.12.80 

NO. OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Sir, yvi11 Government undertake to clean and restore the historic 
pathway to the Upper Rock from Devil's Gap Steps? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Yes, Sir, it is proposed to clean up this area before Christmas. 
FUrther repairs required will be carried out early in the new'year. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.. 393 OF 1980 

HON A J BAYNES: 

Why has Government allowed it to become so dilapidated and even 
dangerous? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

There are many areas in the Upper Rock, Sir, which are in need of 
repair and itisnotpossible, with the rather limited labour force 
that we have, to do all of them all the time. This is the reason 
that some of them fall into disrepair but we try to keep up as 
best we can. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Would not the Government agree that it is cheaper to maintain some-
thing tidy which has not been destroyed.rather than having to go 
through the expense of refurbishing it completely once it has gone 
to ruin? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think that is a quespon that might be debatable, Sir. 
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NO. 394 OF 1980 . ORL  

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Sir, will Government give an account of the works undertaken at 
Casola Buildings since 16th November, 1980? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Yes, Sir, the works undertaken at Casola's Buildings since 16th 
November, 1980, are as follows:- 

(a) Placing of 14 in No. new tarpaulins on the roof. 

(b) Empty flats have been sealed off. 

(c) Make safe measures have been carried out to all corridors 
in danger. 

(d) Partial rehabilitation of'communal toilets to allow for 
sanitary use. 

(e) Due to strong gale winds on 8th December, 1980, all 
tarpaulins on the roof had to be refixed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO  tUESTION. NO. 39t o 1980 

HON A J HAYNES: 

:No internal work, I take it, has been dote, then? Is any envisaged? 

HQN M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The communal toilets, I don't know if you want to call those internal 
and the corridors in danger also might be 'considered internal4 There 
were representations by one tenant and an inspection with a view to 
effecting repairs for the kitchen and corridor was carried out. 
However, the tenant later declined to allow for these safe measunes 
to be ken. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

When these abandoned flats were sealed were they emptied of rubbish 
first? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

That I couldn't say, Sir. I will inquire and let the Hon Questioner 
know. 

107



17.12.810 

NO. 395 OF 1980 ORAZ 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Sir, can Government state what figures it has available, as at. 36th 
November, 1980, for job vacancies? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY - 

Mr Speaker, on 30th November, 1980, the- Department of Labour and 
Social Security had 23 notified job vacancies. By 10th December 
three of these vacancies had been filled, six cancelled and a 
further .five opened, leaving a balance of 19. 

ti 

• 
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17.12.80 

NO. 396 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Sirs can Government giveJ1 breakdown of unemployment figures An 
the different categories as at .30th Novemberi, 1980? 

ANSWER • 

THE HON THE MINISTER ,FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, unemployment figures 
follows:- 

BRITISH 

as at end of November,. 1980, were as 

• •- TOTAL 

    

Adults Males' 64 

Females .42 • :106 

Juveniles Males 13' 

FeMales 28 1L-7 

ALIENS 

Adults • Males 107 

Females 1L. 123. 121 

268 

     

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 396 OF :1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

- I see that there is 
the figures for the 
38, figures for May 
it shot up to 107. 
other than the more 
for this very sharp 

HON A J CANEPA:  

quite an inci.eabe, Mr Speaker,-particularly in 
adult tales. The figuresU fromyebruary were 
23, SepieMber'764 it shcAup,and-then'again 
Can the GoVernMent:Staie'what particular 'reasons 
Obvious ones- t4ere'have been on the moratorium 
increaSe';Since:May?-- 

• " 
There are two main reasons, Mr Speaker. The first is due mainly to 
the further redundancies resulting from the recession in the con-
struction industry and'the second one; and to a'lesser extent, is 
due to the seasonal laying oft of hotel workers.. 

• • s?,,1•7v 

HON W T SCOTT: • 

What period of time would Government expect these unemployed aliens 
to remain in Gibraltar and be subject to. the supplementary benefits . 
or unemployment benefits?- • 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

They are entitled to receive unemployment benefit for 13 weeks and 
it i only fair and reasonable that theyshould be allowed to remain 
in Gibraltar for at least those 13 weeks. Subsequent to that the 
actin taken may well depend on their employment prospects.. Thus, 
depeiding on the time of the year, if there were to be a number of 
people unemployed, say, in June, and they are hotel workers, their 
employment prospects are very much brighter with the imminence of 
the summer season and then the Department of Labour and Social 
Security would exercise its discretion to see whether they should 
be allowed to remain another week or two beyond the 13 weeks to see 
whether they can get a job but normally it is 13 weeks. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I see also, Mr Speaker, that on the British adults for females, that 
has. also .gone up.slightly,laot very.much4 by Wsine6::Pebruary of!ts hi 
year. Can-Government give some reason for this? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I don't think there is a particular problem. There is no serious 
problem, there is a fair turnover, it is a case of some people taking 
up a job for limited periods of time, giving it up and then perhaps 
'taking on a job later On but there is none of what I would call under-
lying seriousness involved here, there isn't any. 

A 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Member agree,-  in fact, with the allegations 
that the'.real unemployment figure is something - like 500 because • 
ther'e:.are that many more people who do not • 

HON A J CANEPA:,  

I don't think that' that is the case any longer, 'I think it used to be 
the case about 5 years ago but that is not the case any longer. .1 

_have no evidence to indicate to that. I imagine that among aliens 
there are a few people who do not register because perhaps they do 
not wishitileir presence in Gibraltar to go documented, shall we say, 
but all the indications that we have in the Labour Department are 
that the problem is not a great deal,more serious than these figures ,  

' would tend to indicate. Five years ago, yes )  I would agree that our 
records did not reflect a very accurate picture, I think they do now. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Can the Minister.say whether cpeOple.can continue„to register even if 
they are not entitled to .unemploymentb'enefit? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Yes, they can, in fact. 
• 
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HON ;J BOSSANO: 

And such people would be included in the figures that he has made 
available? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Yes, that was not the case previously. Up to about five years ago 
only those people actually in receipt of unemployment benefit were 
recordeta in .the figures for unemployed, now regardless- of whether 
they are getting unemployment benefit, supplementary benefit or no 
benefit at all, they are recorded as unemployed. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Can lask whether in fact, apart from the unemployment created- in the 
construction industry of which we are all.aware, the seasonal 
numbers out.of work is higher than average for this- time of the 
year? 

HON A J CANEPA: 
• - 

It is certainly higher than last year because last year was a, par- 
ticularly good year for the hotel ihdustry including the winter and 
virtually no workers in-  the hotel industry became unemployed but 
• compared to previous years I would say that the pattern is not 
greatly different and since the Hon Member has asked about the 
average I would say it is pretty.well the same. . 

a. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 397 OF. 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

Sir,, will Government state what progress- has been made with the 
other Official Employers with respect to the amended motion'passed 
at the last meeting of this House dealing with industrial training? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE :'AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL. SECURITY  

Sir, it is intended, in the first instance, to discuss the matter 
with the other official departments in the forum of the Gibraltar 
Official Employers Apprentices Board at its next meeting in the 
new year. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION  NO. 397 OF 1980 

,HON W T SCOTT: 

Sir, would Government have any indication whether a final decision 
would be reached in this forum to make the scheme available to pros-

- pective apprentices at the next entrance examinations which would be 
presumably immediately after the summer? Would Government work 
towards this target? 

HON A J CANEPA:s  

Yes', we can certainly work towards that target. I think at the first 
meeting what is likely to happen will be that there will be a preli—
minary exchange of views from the various employing departments, 
including the UK Departments, on this matter.. Having been acquainted 
as they have been with the substance of the motion I would also hope 
that it might be possible by the time that the Board next meets that 
a Hansard of the debate might be available because I think that that 
would also be useful to the members of the Board and then I imagine 
there will be .a preliminary exchange of views and, perhaps, some 
reference back to the employing departments before the matter 
crystalises. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

We-look forward to that date, Mr Speaker. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 398 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Is Government aware that the moratorium'on construction work for 
the UK departments haS been replaced by a policy of severe con-
straints which to all intents and purposes. has the same effect? 

ANSWER • 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Yes, Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 398 OF 1980  

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, then in view of the fact that one of the main reasons 
given by the Government in a motion in the last House of Assembly 
was that the moratorium was being lifted, will they reconsider 
their position since they are now aware that it has not been lifted, 
it has simply been renamed? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The position as we understand it, Mr Speaker, is that in practical 
terms the policy of severe constraints means much the same as the 
moratorium which it has replaced. Our information is that existing 
contract arrangements on work for the United Kingdom Departments can 
be proceeded with but no new works will be stb.rted or additional 
expenditure incurred at least until the end of the present financial 
year, in other words, until the end of March. The position, Mr 
Speaker, is that the Government also will be putting out to tender 
two substantial projects early in 1981, there is the extension to 
the Air Terminal and there is modernisation of housing at Castle 
Road, Road to the Lines, a project which is going to cost about am. 
Another major project, of course', is the new power station in respect 
of which we expect the main contractor and the sub-contractors to be 
drawing up their labour requirements in the first half of 1981 and 
therefore I would say that these three projects, taken together, 
should absorb a great deal of the labour that is now redundant. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr. Speaker, will the Minister then keep the situation under review in 
the light of what he has said and if he finds that it is failing to 
provide sufficient work for the industry, will he consider what addi-
tional measures should be taken? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I can undertake to do that, Mr Speaker. By then we should also have 
some indication as to what the position will be about the next 
development programme. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 399 OF, 1980 ORAL 

THE HON „P J ISOLA  

Sir 5 in view of a recent statement by Government that possession of 
a site for development as a multi-storey car park will not actually 
be available to a developer for a Period of three years ought not 
the Government to consider an alternative' site for a multi-storey 
car park that can be built upon more speedily? 

ANSWER • 

THE HON THE MINISTER  FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

Sir, the siting of a multi-storey car park has been carefully con-
sidered by the planning authorities. The specialised nature `of this 
type of building calls for a site of considerable size and its loca-
tion must be related to other factors: a project of this nature would 

w,  not be economically viable otherwise. These reouiretents limit the 
choice -of sites that could be considered for this purpose. The con-
clusion which the Development and Planning Commission therefore came 
to after prolonged study was that there was no other suitable site 
readily available. 

•T may add that the Commission would naturally consider any practical 
suggestion for an alternative site. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 399 OF 1980 

HON. P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, does not the Minister agrees  having regard to the terms 
of the Government announcement and havihg regard to the time in 
which a developer has to build'under the proposed licence that the 
Government will grant, that in fact the completed multi-storey car 
park will not be available for use till 1987 and is -that going to 
give any comfort for the alleviation of the serious car parking 
problems that we have in Gibraltar? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I am not going to argue about the date of 1987, Mr Speaker, one 
thing that 'I can say is that no-`multi-storey car park is going to 
be built at Casemates within the next three years and that,in it-
self is not going to give comfort or relief in respect of a car 
parking problem, we are aware of that, of course, we are aware of 
that and there is no use kidding ourselves about it, but there is 
no other site available in Gibraltar where,•in addition to the need 
forr -a substantial number of aar parking spaces, you .could also have 
the supporting commercial development by way of offices and shops 
that is also necessary to ensure that such a project becomes a 
viable proposition. For instance, only last Friday, as a result 
of the proposal coming from a certain quarter and I won't mention 
where the quarter was from, the Development and Planning Commission 
considered whether a multi-storey car park should not be built on 
Alameda Grand Parade which is the one large remaining open space 
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MR:SPEAKER: 

Order. must not have speeches. 

2. 

for the enjoyment of the people of Gibraltar. A consideration 
there, quite apart from other aspects about the fact that this 
is an open space which is used for religious processions, for 
military parades, for a fair, hopefully, some day and so on, 
quite apart from that, one of ..the considerations about the via-
bility of such a project is whether offices and shops, commercial 
development, that is what we are advised by the National Car Parks 
Association people, whether office accommodation and shops would 
be of any interest to commercial developers in that area, in the' 
South district. The conclusion that we came to was that that is 
hardly likely to be the case so unless the Hon Member can identify, 
which I would be very grateful because it would be for the general 
benefit of Gibraltar and not just of the Government in office, any 
site which can be made readily available, I am afraid that the 
position is that we are stuck. 

1-60LAt • 
• 

. Mr Speaker, where does the Government get the idea that in order 
for a multi-storey car park to be viable,- the Hon Member has4 men- . , 
tioned the National Car Parks, you need -a commericial area? -There .  
are many instances of car parks run by  

MR SPEAKER: 

.The . Minister has said that they had been advised by the National 
Car Parks Association. 

HON P J ISOLA: _ 

`Does the Government accept that sort of advice in a place like 
Gibraltar where there is no comparison .anywhere in England'ta 
the sort of demand in Gibraltar except the oity,of London? 

HON. A J CANEPA: 

I .will go further. The: advice that we 'have is that there is Vir7 
,-tually-nowhere in Europe where a.multi-etorey-CarApark cape be 
built in isolation without.sustaining verysubstantial deficits, 
that is the information that we have, it may be wrong. 

HON. P J ISOLA: 

But is not the answer, Mr Speaker, in a place like Gibraltar, for 
the Government to put out a site for tender without any commercial 
'development pureay as a multi-storey -car park and see what happens 4 

because is the Minister confident, for example, that he will get 
takers who have to start off with reprovisioning seven quarters 
which the Government has estimated at £300,000 but if we take the 
Government estimates for Woodford Cottage it is . . . . . 
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HON A CA.NEPA: 

' Let. the Hon Member not bring Woodford Cottage into it because be is 
not in possession of the facts. It is an important factor,- Mr 
Speaker, which I think is relevant and that is the question of 
reprovisioning. 

MR SPEAKER: 

• I stopped him on the question of Woodford Cottage and I do not want 
you to elaborate on it. 

HON A' J CA.NEPA: 

No, .I am not talking about Woodford Cottage I am talking about the 
cost of reprovisioning the seven married quarters at%Casemates. 
Betterment has to be taken into account. The cost of reprovisioning 
seven married quarters is not something that,has to be met from 
scratch", only the extent to which there is betterment. The 
difference betweeh the betterment factor inrebuiIding seven' 
married quarters and the cost of those quarters, that is what would 
have to be met by the developer.. It is a severe constraint, I 
accept it, yes. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

That is what I am asking the Minister. Is he at all confident that 
putting out a site for tender which puts the developer into paying, 
I would say, at a conservative estimate, £300,000, is the-Minister 
confident that such a developer will come forward and do this sort 
of'thing? : • 

• 
HON A J CANEPA: 

4
•• 

Mr Speaker,. have shown interest with considerable• finatIcial 
)clackingI only -Wish;the site could be aade .aVailablemextmonth . 
and'not:in'threeyeartlme.. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

*Mr Speaker, could I ask the Hon Member why it is that it cannot be 
made',aVailable earlier than in three years? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

It could well be that if the developer were able to reprOvide the 
seven quarters beforehand, I am sure that the 141.4J,stilUof:Denge 
would consider the matter but the fact is that.the Ministry of 
Deilonce-theM66-Ives:whO,haiiing:regard to.thecomMitment_thatIthe 

'Government-`has given in regard'to reprovisioning, have'included 
those seven married quarters in their next build for married,„ 
quarters, they themselves cannot provide them within three years 
but if the. .p.Oild dp,sQ,before_then then I .think the 
Adinistnr4.0,Defencempuld accept that. - - 
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HON A J CANEPA:.  

I -would not hazard a Suess, Mr Speaker I am not an expert really. 

HON J, BOSSANO: 

So in fact the three years is because that is the earliest time 
within which the Ministry of Defence themselves can reprovide the 
quarters? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Yes. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask, Mr Speaker, is the position then that the site for these 
seven married quarters is now available for building upon? 

HON A J CANEPA: 
r7 

The position, Mr Speaker, is that the Ministry of Defence haVe in-
cluded.that'in their feasibility study for the nelt build :of'70- 

-‘:plus married quarters. ' 

'HON P J ISOLA: 

Can the Minister tell us WhEilit.;in his Niew4mould be the earliest .  
-date for `this development to be completed? Is the estimate of 
six years from now. not an unreasonable one? 

• 

HON •G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, .if.it is going to take so long to have a,multi-storey 
car park.'.at Casematet,• why it_net,possible.to.build a-multi- 
storey car park opposite- Ocean_ Heights where ohel.I.think, some 
time in the past was envisaged? 

HON AJ CANEPA: 

For a start, Mr Speaker, I would say that the area In question is 
rather small, it is not very large, secondly, there might be serious 
town planning objections because of the City Walls, that could.be a 
constraint. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Has Government considered the Old Command Iducation Centre? 

HON A'J CANEPA: 

The Old Command Education Centre is currently the subject of very 
serious consideration by the Development and Planning Comfilission. 
I think I indicated as much in a written answer that I gave to the 
Questioner at the last meeting of the House including .for a multi- 
storey car park purposes but its access to that area right in the 
centre of town is also an inhibiting factor. 
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HON J, BOSUN° : 

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member said, in fact, that the reason why the 
possibility of a multi-storey car park at the Alameda Parade, quite 
apart from anything else, would be that it would not be commercially 
viable because it would not be attractive for development as offices 
and shops as well. Without finding out whether anybody would be 
interested in this, how is he able to judge this? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The members of the Development and Planning Commission, who are not 
infallible, consider that the indications are that the demand that 
there is for office accommodation and for shops is not in that part 
of town. There is a great demand for office accommodation in the 
centre of town, near Casemates, for instance, or in Governor's 
Parade. We have identified the present Fortress Sergeants' Mess 
as a site that would be very suitable for that purpose. These are 
the indications that we have and therefore that is why we consider, 
we may be wrong, that people would not be interested in having 
offices or shops at Alameda Grand Parade to support the multi-
storey car park apart from any principle as to whether that is the 
.correct use to which to put that plan, 
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17.12.80 

NO. 400 OF 1980 • ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Sir, can Government now confirm that the Naval Hockey Ground will 
not be used for car parking and can Government further State on 
what terms the Ministry of Defence agreed —to release the Naval 
Hockey Ground for parking of motor.  cars? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

Sir, insofar as the first part of the question 'is concernc,d I 
have nothing to add to the statement made by the Chief Minister 
)during the course of a debate on this matter at the last meeting 
of the House. 

With regard to the second part the MOD's agreement to relinquish 
:the grounds in question was conditional on the reprovisioning of 
the existing facilities in other areas as soon as possible both 
on an interim and long-term basis. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO. QUESTION NO. 400 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA; 

'Can I ask, was that to be the reprovision of these facilities for 
the MOD? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Yes, there is c continuing MOD requirement for such sporting 
facilities. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Does Government have another area to reprovision them on an interim 
basis? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

There was another area under consideration..up at Europa. On a long 
term basis there was also talk which the MOD have accepted, in 
principle, that the two Football Naval Grounds could be-reprovi-
sioned on a long term basis on the foreshore of HMS Rooke through 
further reclamation, they. would accept that in principle. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Yes, but the reprovisioning of the Naval Ground at Europa, was that 
going to be paid for by the Gibraltar Government and does the 
Goverhment know the cost of thatl. 
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HON 'A J CANEPA: 

Yes, we did have a figure about the cost of that, £80,000, and 
'it Would have been paid for from the proceeds of a paying car 

. park. . 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Was that the area that the Government had envisaged to give 
school children who were playilig in Naval Ground in the town 
area, that is where they were going to play, at Europa? Did 
the Government have plans for transporting them there or are 
they going to walk? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I accept the difficulty and also the Naval authorities also have 
objections for the same reasons. They require for their sailors 
to have these facilities available and they were not particularly 
happy about having to transport them all. the way up there. Yes, 
it was a problem. 

1 HON P J ISOLA: 

• So that in truth and in fact, am I _right in thinking that the 
. -use of the _.Naval HocteY Ground for parking was a little more 

than a dream an the -Part of the Government? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Not as much of a dream as the opening of the frontl.er. 

..1 

120



17.12.80 

NO. 401 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT  

.Sir, will GoVernmett not agree that there has been slippage on the 
construction of the Air Terminal Extension and will Government in-
form this House on the steps.it is taking and-will take to accele-
rate this development? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, the Airport Terminal building had to be competely redesigned 
due to the . high apron reprovisioning costs required by NOD for the 
45' - 0" eastern extension planned. 
The working drawings and contract documents for the re-planned 
northern extension are now being finalized and it is hoped to 
go out to tender during January next.year. 

To accelerate this project, materials and equipment have been pre-
ordered, eg, steelwork, cladding and roofing, baggage handling 
equipment, baggage weighing machines and floor finishes. 

SUPPLEMENTARY, TO QUESTION NO: 301 OF 1980 

HON W T SCOTT: 

When does the Government envisage, if it is going out to tender in 
1981,. when will it be placed in a position to.  award the tender and 
when does it anticipate the contract being completed and the exten-
sion of the Airport being functional?. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I should itag.ine that the tender will have a four-week life, there 
will be 3/1# weeks evaluation so work should probably start in March, 
it will probably be a six to nine month job. 
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17,12.80 

NO. 402 OF. 1980  ORAL 

THE HON G T -RESTANO 

Sir, can Government. state what has caused the slippage in. the 
proposed development at Catalan Bay? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS' 

Sir, the slippage in the proposed. development at Catalan Bay has 
been caused'by a change in the original decision of developing 
the site as an extension of Medview Terrace by- adapting existing 
contract drawings and documents of the prototype design. 

At the request of the Catalan Bay-Committee, consideration was 
given for an alternative design which would still be in keeping 
with the architectural character of the village. but which could 
provide 12 units in the first phase, incorporating a housing mix 
that would relate to the demands set by the family composition 
of those at the top of the housing waiting'list; this is :obviously 
the housing waiting list at Catalan. Bay. 

In consultation with• the Catalan Bay Committee, it was decided to 
proceed with such a scheme. This has of course led to a need for 
a new. design and the production of new_contract drawingsand - docu-
ments with the consequent delays in a,.starting date. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 402 OF 1980  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, how much, in fact, does it cost the Government to have 
the new bills of survey, the contracts and so •on done again because, 
presumably, the Government went ahead-with the scheme without con-
sulting the villagers, then they were told afterwards having spent 
the money on doing all the projects anl now they have got to do it 
again because, presumably, the villagers were not consulted"in the 
first place. What is the cost of this? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, there was no question of doing anything again, the question 
was that Medview Terrace was built some time ago and the idea was 
to take the actual designs as they were and build another block 
with the same design, so no costs were involved whatsoever in that 
at all. CostS have only been involved in the designing of the new 
block, so there is no question of money having been spent and then 
thrown away sand wasted because there was a change of mind, it was 
simply, that the change, of mind meant that we were .not getting some-
thing gratis. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

When,.in fact, did the villagers make their representations for a 
change of plan? 
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can be asked within the,  six moriths rules, not other- 
. 

ji 

2. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

At election time. 

HON M KFEATIERSTOITA: 

I think the Hon Mr Isola is wrong, the change of mind was some-
time-  in September, 1979, and we had the new ideas ready by about 
December, 1979. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Were those the plans that were shown to the villagers? 

HON M K FEATEERSTONE:' 

Yes. 

HON G T RECTANO: 

Mr Speaker„I have many more questions to ask on this but I must 
)5.0 some research and ,.I will reserve the 'right to ask flrither ques-
tions at the next meeting of the House because I am not .absolutely 
convinced at the Ministert s-answers 

-HON,.MIC.FEATETERSTONE: . 

I am very pleased to answer any auestions the Hon Member cares to 
out. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Provided they 
wise. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 403 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON J.BOSSANO  

Can Government say what is the total number of housing units it 
proposes to include in the 1981/84 Development Programme? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, the Government is in the process of submitting its proposals 
for the next Development Programme to HMG covering a five-year 
plan period between 1981 and 1986. At this early stage therefore 
I regret that I cannot state the number of housing units which the 
Government proposes to include in the next programme. .I will say 
however that housing will continue to carry the highest priority 
in line with the Government's commitment given in its Election 
Manifesto and subsequently in this House. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO. QUESTION NO. 403 OF 1980 

HON J.BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I assume that the Hon Member is not willing to make 
information available in case, in fact, the thing does not 
materialise. It isn't that the Government doesn't know how many 
houses it would need in .the next five years to resolve the housing 
problem I take it? 

HON A J CANEPA 

There are doubts about the number of houses that are Tactually 
required to solve the housing problem. I can say this, Mr 
Speaker, that there is a total of around 13 housing projects or 
phases which are currently earmarked for development in the next 
plan period.. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

In fact, Mr Speaker, are we talking of a five year programme of 
the order of, say, 100 houses a year? Are we talking about 500 
or 600 houses or are we talking about the sort of experience we 
have had in the last 4 ,or 5 years where the output has been con-
siderably below what was the average for the decade from 1970 to 
1980? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I think we are aiming at the sort of figures that the Hon Member 
has mentioned. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 404 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Sir, will Government state whether the proposed new prisdn will 
have facilities for an Attendance Centre? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL .SECURITY  

No. Sir. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO. 404 OF 1980 

HON 'A J HAYNES: 

Why Not? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

understand, Mr Speaker, that it is the general practice not to 
use penal establishments other than for the custody of offenders, 
persons awaiting trial and civil prisoners. It would not benefit 
the prospects of rehabilitation of the juvenile to carry out his 
attendance periods in a custodial environment. • 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, since we have already heard that this Government doesn't do 
everything that is desirable or everything that is desirable but, 
not essential, since they have the opportunity to look into the 
Government facilities for offenders, they should avail themselves 
of the opportunity of larger spaces to provide an Attendance Centre 
though albeit I accept that most prJsoAs don't have one, surely it 
would be a good opportunity to make advantage of the space? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

What the new prison will, of course, provide, Mr Speaker, will be 
calls for juveniles who are actually detained, certainly, there 
will be better provision for that than what there is .in the 
existing prison but it runs against all established practice to.  
.even contemplate having an.Attendance Centre in any way connected 
or. linked or adjacent. to a prison. 

A 

• -. 
HON A J HAYNES: 

Surely, it is possible, I believe, to have an Attendance Centre 
Which is isolated even though it is in the same area.. Is it not 
possible to have it isolated from tho prison itself? 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

Apart from the fact, Mr Speaker, as to whether it is the right 
thing to do, in principle, and I disagree with the Hon. Member, 
I think there must be no suggestion whatsoever, having regard 
to what an Attendance Centre should be providing, that it should 
be in the same environment as the prison. Quite apart from that, 
I can tell the Hon Member that the area that may become available 
in the. Governor's Cottage Camp is not that extensive. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 405 OF 1980 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Since the Victoria Hotel is recognised by Government as suitable 
accommodation under the Labour From Abroad (Accommodation) Ordin-
ance will Government conduct an investigation into the complaints 
of long term residents of this Hotel? 

ANSWER . 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Mr Speaker, the Government recognises the Victoria Hotel as 
licensed hotel accommodation and, as such, accepts it as accommo-
dation for foreign workers, who choose to reside there, in order 
to facilitate their stay in Gibraltar and hence allow them to be 
able to take up employment locally. 

The Labour from Abroad (Exemption of Premises)- Rules 1974 expressly 
exempts the Victoria Hotel fr.= the provision of the Labour from 
'Abroad (Accommodation) Ordinance.. This means that no complaints in 
;connection with this Ordinance can be investigated. However, the 
residents of this Hotel are given the protection offered by the 
Public Health Ordinance and all other ordinances enforced by the 
Environmental Health Department and which are applicable to these 
Premises and this has been the case throughout. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 405 OF  1980 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, surely the exemption is not intended to have the effect 
.0fprovidinglower standards in .Hotels than are requirp&in Hostels. 

• 
• 

HON 'J B PEREZ: 

That is correct. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Therefore, Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member not agree that it is 
legitimate to expect an Hotel that doesn't have to comply with the 
standards laid down by Hostels to be able to provide its residents 
with a type of accommodation and the sort of services that they 
would at least expect to get in a Hostel? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr. Speaker, the Government bas and is still considering ways of 
applying the Labour from Abroad (Accommodation) Ordinance and . 
Rules to the Victoria Hotel but there is a risk that if the 
premises cease to be exempted, the owners will not seek registra-
tion under the main Ordinance with the result that it will then 
be illegal for the premises to be used as accommodation for 
foreign labour with the obvious adverse effect on the contracts 
of employment and hence{  permits of residence of the residents of 
this Hotel. Coming directly to the point which the Hon Questioner 

ORAL 
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raises, that 1 accept, but if I may draw his attention to the 
fact that throughout the years the Environmental Health Depart-
ment has in fact taken action against the owners of the Hotel 
and I can give him details. In 1978 there was one abatement 
notice, 1979 two notices, 1980 there were five notices. one of 
the notices was in respect of 12 items and in connection with 
the restaurant on 7th November, 1979,'7 summonses were taken, 
a fine was imposed by the Court of £80 and on 12th March, 1980, 
8 summonses were taken and fines totalling £650 were imposed but 
the basic idea with the Victoria Hotel is that it is supposed to 
be temporary accommodation to enable alien workers who come to 
Gibraltar to obtain employment but the problem is that some of 
them bring their wives over with the resultant problem that the 
Hostels do not cater for women. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I accept that, Yr Speaker, but would the Hon Member not agree 
that a place that is exempt ' from the requirements of the Ordin-
ance nevertheless should be subject to some sort of investigation 
and control by Government to make sure that It provides accommo-
dation of a standard that is considered to be acceptable to 
Government in respect of Hostels? If it is, eCempt from the 
direct control as Hostels are nevertheless it must be considered 
the equivalent of a Hostel, I imagine, and would the Minister 
not agree that it is desirable that Government should be in .a 
position to exercise some control over immigrant labour living 
in these places as it bas over immigrant labour living in other 
places? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I' agree 'with the Hon Member. The only thing is that I would 
reiterate the problem-and the simple, answer is, that the Victoria 
Hotel should not be exempted, that is the simple answer, and let 
the full Labour from Abroad (Accommodation) Ordinance apply but 
if ,we do that the landlord would not reuister and therefore • we 
*111 have to reaccOmmodate the Moroccan workers. The workers 
remain at the Hostel but what sic) we do with the women and that 
is the problem that we have. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 406 OF 1980 ORAL 

THE HON G T IRTfSTANO  

Mr Speaker, will Government state whether it intends to perpetuate 
the situation whereby the Mayor of Gibraltar is nbt an elected 
Member of the House of Assembly and .furthermore would Government-
not agree that such a situation is against the spirit of the 
Constitution? 

May I add, Mr Speaker, that there was an,oversight.on my part in 
the drafting of this. Of course, you yourself are not an elected 
Member and, of course,.you are eligible .to be. Mayor. Perhaps, it 
should have read: "is not a Member of the House". 

. ,ANSWER 

THE HON TFE14,- CHIEF •MINISTE14 

Sir, the answer to the first;  part of the question is no. As to the 
second part, I would prefer to put it the other Way about, and more 
positively, ie that it is the spirit of the Constitution that the 
'Mayor should be a Member of-the House. 

I am surprised that the Honourable Member has not been kept informed 
-by - the Leader of the Opposition. Earlier this Year I agreed with 
him that the spirit of the .  Constitution was'that,the Mayor,should be 
a Member of the House of'Assembly and stated that it was my inten-
tion that a motion for the election of a Member as. Mayor should be 
put to the House of Assembly in due course. 

I have since kept this matter under review but the serious .accident 
suffered by Mr Abecasis has put an undue strain on the .work-load of 
,other Ministers and this has been an important factor. . 

I should like to take this opportunity to thank Mr'SerfatY, 'for the 
excellent job he is doing'as.Mayor, as, he did for so many years as 
a Member of =this House. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 406 OF 1980 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I would like to associate myself with those last remarks 
of the Chief Minister. I think that Mr 'Serfaty has been a very good 
Mayor. However, the reason why the question was put was that to my 
mind it was certainly a breach of the Constitution and it is no 
reflection on Mr Serfaty but, of course, I feel that if the Constitu-
tion says that the Mayor should be ̀a Member of the House of Assembly, 
he should be a Member of the House of Assembly and, in fact, the 
question has not been put before because we have realised the 
difficulties and we have gone along with it and it is now, I think, 
high time that a change was made and I would ask the Chief Minister 
whether he intends to make that change in the near future? 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I have said that I agree that it is in the spirit of the Constitution 
that he should be an elected Member. Equally, I am advised that it 
is not contrary to the Constitution that the person who was an electe( 
Member continues until somebody else is appointed and I have stated 
the reason why somebody else has not yet been appointed. 

HONG T RESTANO: 

May I just ask for clarification, Mr Speaker. When Mr Speaker was 
Mayor I believe that after every election he was re-elected Mayor, 
is that not correct? • 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I don't know. 

MR SPEAKER: 

It is not for me to answer questions but simply to giVe the informa-
tion if the House wants it. 

HOE G T RESTANO:-‘:*--, 
Certainly, I remember that was the case. 

HON•CHIEF MINISTER: 

It does'not necessarily follow that if.he,'had not been re-elected the 
would not have continued to be Mayor. 

HON P 3 
. . 

May I say, Sir, that I have, of course, kept my Hon Friend informed 
of what happened at my meeting with the Chief Minister back in March 
of this year,* May I say that if the-spirit of the Constitution is, 
as 41 have no doubt about it that it is, ..that the Mayor should be a 
'Member of this House and the matter is raised in the 'House as it has 
been, may. I ask the Chief Minister that 'in those 'circumstances he 
should really be proposing a' motion -in this respect in the not too 
distant future otherwise the Constitution could be brought .into 
disrepute and I am sure the Chief Minister as indeed other Members 
of this House, would not like that to occur. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I do not accept that the Constitution will come into diPrepute, I 
have given the reason why I have, not make an earlier appointMent, 
I have said that I.have kept the matter under review and I will 

• not go any further. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

Can I ask the Hon and Learned Chief Minister whether he would not 
agree that one should consider the possibility of debating the 
desirability of continuing to have such a 'requirement, that it 
should be an elected Member of the House? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I entirely agree but that, of course, is in the Constitution and 
amending the Constitution involves many other amendments and I 
think that that is a major task but 'it is a comfort to know that 
that is the feeling of some Members. Apart from-not being against 
the letter of the Constitution because there is, no pr.ovieion as to 
the ceasing of being a Mayor, I think that in the circumstances 
thgt I have explained the matter must remain there_for'the time 
being and if Members opposite want to'bring h motion- of tensUre 
they can .d..0 so any time they like: 

HON P J 

No, Mr Speaker, it is not 'a question of a motion of censure but may 
I say that from this side of the House we will have no part with a 
breach of the spirit of the Constitution, if not the wording of the 
Constitution. We will play no part, 'if Mr Hassan° wants to play the 
game, well, he is welcome to it but we on this side of the House• are 
not prepared to accept the situation which involves a breach of the 
Constitution or even the spirit of the Constitution. - 

HON.CHIEF MINISTER: 

There are many things that Members on, the- other side of, the House do 
that we would never take part or .try to' associate ourselves with but 
we do not bring them here. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

:Mr Speaker, the Chief Minister-  has•said that it is,not-a breach of 
the ConstitutiOn. I would just like to clarify that. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

If the Hon Member will give way. I did not say that it was not a 
breach of the Constitution, I said that I• was advised that it was 
not a breach of the Constitution. 

\ • 
HON G T RESTANO: 

Fair enough, that he was advised that it was not a breach of the 
Constitution. Surely, when the House is dissolved, all the parties 

-therein and all those who held office during the 'term of the:House, 
their jobs finish, is that not correct? , • 

: . • . 

131



HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Neither the Speaker, Mayor or Ministers, 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Until such time as there is an election. • 

HON A J aANEPA: 

No, until a new Government is appointed. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

'Anyhow., the .advise I have is that the Constitution is' completely 
silent as to the ceasing. It only refers to the appointment.of 
a Mayor who has to be a Member of the House, it doesn't say any-
thing more. 
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17.12.80 

NO. 407 OF 1.980 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

When will Government - be making financial provision for the payment 
of retrospection to GBC staff? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE CHIEF.  MINISTER  

Sir, financial provision for this purpose already exists under 
Head 27 - 1980 Pay Settlement. The necessary re-allocation.of 
funds has already been approved to enable the early payment of 
arrears to be. made. 

• 
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17.12.80 

NO. 408 OF •1980 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Sir, in view of the fact that the Chairman of the Committee set 
up to inquire into the Public Works Department has stated that 
from his Committee's point of view he sees no objection to the 
report that his Committee will submit to the Governor being made 
public, will Governmant agree in advance of the report to make 
the same public? 

• ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

Sir, the Government will consider the question of publication 
when the report is received. 

I will say at this stage that I am in principle favourably dis-
posed to publication but I cannot commit the Government now. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 408 OF 1980 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, is the Chief Minister aware of the danger now, having 
said what he has said, 'that if he refuses to make public the report, 
that the reasons for refusing to make them public will be suspect? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

There are many things that are suspect in this world and I am not 
prepared to make any further comments, 

HON P J'ISOLA:' 

Does thin mean, •Sir, that the Chief 'Minister is once more going-to 
ask this house to vote a considerable amount of money, I think it 
is coming up in the proceedings of this House, and giving no satis-
faction as to the publication of a report which the public are 
being asked to pay for? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER:: 
• 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I said I was favourably 'inclined, I note the Hon 
Member's• views and I will take them into consideration. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, is the Chief Minister aware that the Members of the Opposition 
have been asked by the Committee to cooperate with the Committee and 
give their views on the Public Works Department and would he not 
agree that it would be unfair to'expect.the Opposition to cooperate 
with the Committee without having any assurances that at least they 
will-be able to see the report once it is made public and would the 
Chief Minister prefer that the Opposition do not cooperate with the 
Committee? 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

The last question is absolutely superfluous. I was asked whether 
it would be made public beforehand and I said no. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Does the Chief Minister expect the Opposition to continue to co-
operate with the Committee, giving them the benefit of their views, 
without having any assurances that at least the Opposition will-be 
allowed to see the report that this Committee which is said to be 
independent and which we believe is independent is going to make? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Certainly, anything that arose in the. report in which the coopera-
tion of%the Opposition had taken-part,  would certainly be available 
to them in any case.. I am not.going to go the,whole-  way to say 
that it will be publish6d. before I know what the report says but 
certainly anything in which.  the Opposition have cooperated will be 

' made public and I hope their'cooperation Will-be'available because 
what we want is a better Public Works Department for the future for 
Gibraltar 

HON P J ISOLA: 
. - 

Mr Speaker, that is Obviously the reason Why we have agreed and 
have spent already some time with the Committee of Investigation. 
Do I. have it from what 'the Chief Minister has said that in matters 
which we raise with the Committee and discuss with the Committee 
that any part of the report that deals with those matters will be 
made available to the Opposition? 

HON CHTEF MINISTER: 

It does not mean the whole spectrum and I am not prepared to say 
that. I say any matter on which the views of the Opposition have 
had any bearing on any part of the report, certainly, but I am .:  

not going "'1,0 saz, that because it would be very easy at the next 
meeting for Members opposite to come with a whole gpectrum and 
say: "Well, I got the undertaking, I have got it all now", it is 
not as simple as .that as I am sure the Hon Leader of the Opposi-
tion should appreciate that by now: I am certainly prepared to 
say that any recommendations of the Opposition that are relevant 
or come into the report, certainly, and I am just trying to safe-
guard my position. I said initially that I am inclined for 
publication. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister reassure us a bit more 'on this. 
'It is not a question of just letting us have little bits of what 
we said with which the Committee' might agree, 'it is a question of 
allowing people who contribute to the work of the Committee to see 
the report. I have no doubt that. Heads of Departments of the Public 
Works Department and other officials who contribute to the work of 

135



the Committee will be allowed to see the report. We will cer-
tainly have to consider our position in this, in cooperating 
with the Committee, unless we can. have clear assurances that 
the report that comes out will b3 shown to Members of the 
Opposition. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I have said I am favourably inclined to publication, generally, 
and therefore more inclined to give it to the Opposition: I 
think we may be arguing about nothing now. 

• 
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