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25 3 80

NO. 10F1980 ORAL
THE HON P J ISOLA |

Slr, w1ll Government amend the Income Tax Ordlnance SO that

wives in receipt of maintenance: payments from their husbands
for themselves and their chlidren do not pay tax on those
payments?

ANSWER

LHE HON THE FINANCIAT, AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker,.Sir, the charging to tax of maintenance payments
received by wives separated from their husbands was incorpo-
rated into the Ordinance in 1978  to correct an anomaly whereby
alimony was chargeable to tax whereas maintenance payments were

not._

Since both alimony and maintenance payments are allowable on
the husband Government sees no reason why they should be exempt
from tax in the hands of the person recelving them.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 1 OF 1980

HON P J ISOLA: ’ '

Sir, will the Government consider the obvious unfairness of a
wife who is in a difficult enough situation being separated
from her husband and having to provide. for her children,
receiving payments from the husband and then finding that those
payments that she receives are not net? Would it not be falrer
and more just that the position should be the same as when they

"were married, in other words, charge the tax on the husband and

let the Courts take this into account when deciding what allmony
or pmaintenance should be paid? Will the Government consider that
situation?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government looked very carefully at this
before the amendment was made. It 1s its view that the Court
would take cognizance of the tax implications when a mainten-
ance order is made.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mz Speaker, is it not a fact really that it is impossible to
state on the part of the Court what exactly will be the tax
payable and does not the Government comsider that it is fairer
that those problems should be on the lap of the husband rather
than in the lap of a wife who usually as a result of the break
up of her marriage is in a difficult enough situation in having
to provide for the physical upbringing of the children -of the

marriage? Would Government give this another thought?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

My Speaker; Sir, my understanding is there is no reason why a
Court in awarding the maintenance should not award a tax free
amount which would then be agreed by the parties grossed up as

to the actual amount that should be paid.
MR SPEAKER: ’

Next queétion.
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| | NO. 2 OF 1980 . ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Will-Government make provision in the forthcomihg budget so that
persons 1n recelipt of Blderly Persons Pensions receive them tax
© free?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

With your permission, Mr Speaker, I would like to answer this
question and question No. 3 standlng in the name of the Honourable
Mr J Bossano, together.

Sir, in preparlng for the budget the Government reviews all aspects
of revenue raising measures. 1 take note of the Honourable Members'
questions but I am sure they will understand that I cannot antici-
pate the budget. I would however point out that the question of
Tax Free Penslons for elderly persons alsc raises important matters
of principle which the Government are examining carefully.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QURSTION NOS. 2 AND 3 OF 1980
HON P J ISOLA: :

May I ask the Government that when they consider the matter for
the budget, will they take into account what the Chief Minister
‘said on a teleivison programme known as 'Letterbox’' prior to the
elections, when a question was asked precisely in these terms,
~and he gave a knowing wink and nod that they would be dealing
with 1t sympathetically? '

. HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, Sir; all aspects are taken into consideration. I
would not wish to go further than that.



| _ 253 80
NO. 3 OF 1980 ! ORAL

THE EON J BOSSANO

Will Government consider raising Personal Allowance under the
Income Tax Ordinance in the forthcoming budget?

 ANSWER

ITHE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

_ Answered together with Question No. 2 of 1980,
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25 3 80
‘NO. L OF 1980

THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, will Government explaln wny 1t is that only persons
with 20 years employment service are entltled to a tax free
gratulty? : .

ANSWER

THE HON_THE FINANCIAL AND. DEVELOPMENT SECQETARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, tax free gratuities may be pald to eny person
whether in the public or private sector irrespective of length
of service provided that the payment is made on retirement and
is covered. by the terms of an approved pension scheme,

The twenty year rule applies exclusively to employees of the
Crown who terminate thelir employment other than by way of re-
tirement. These gratuities are specifically exempt from tax
because any service in excess of twenty years would not enhance
the amount of the gratuity. :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L OF 1980
HON G T RESTANO: |

Mr Speaker, would ﬁhe Hon Member saytwhy it is that a person
with less than 20 years employment w1th the Crown has a tax-
able gratuity? ‘

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

. 'Mr Speaker, Sir, that is not necessarily the case. The
questions that the tax authorities ask themselves in deciding
whether or not a gratuity should be paid tax free is, has the
person reached the end of his working life, in fact, is he
retiring from work? If so, the gratuity is tax free. Secondly,
is the gratuity linked to a pension? If so, it is tax free.

So that a person with only 15 years service could retire and
get a tax free pension. It depends upon the circumstances in
every case. '

HON G T RESTANO: -

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Financial and Development Secretary
not agree that some employees who do receive a tax free
gratulty, in fact, get re-employed afterwards?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have no knowledge of such persons, it may

be that they do, it may be that they don't, I don't know of
any case of my own knowledge.
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HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member not agree that in fact those
persons who do pay tax from these gratuities are, compared with
those who have them tax free, doubly penalised in that not only
their gratuity is- taxed but on top of that their salary for that
year, their PAYE code, goes up because the gratuity is added as
an annual increment for that particular year, so that on that
particular year they pay far more tax on their salary because of
the gratuity which is tazxable.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPVENT SECRETARY:

No; Sir. |

HON G T RESTANO:

Will the Honourable Member'eiplain wby that is not so?
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, the basic reason why tax is paid on gratuities is to get
away from tax avoidance. It is possible, if gratuities were
not taxed, Ffor a person to receive a full salary over a period
of 2 or 3 years, a large gratuity at the end of that period
which, if all gratuities were tax free, would not be taxed and
it is. for this readon that to my kuowledge most countries have
a-clause similar to that which we have in our Tax Ordinance.
The question as to whether a person has to pay a higher rate
of tax on his  gratuity-because it happens to be paid in the
same year in which his service ends, is not necessarily un-
fair, it could be that the gratuity would be paid at a later
‘date, as it were, after retirement. :

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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NO. 5 OF 1980 - ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES

Does Government have any plans for 1mproV1ng facilities at the
arrival hall at Waterport and is Government satlsfled with the
general condltlons of the shed? :

- ANSWER

THE HON THE FINAFCIAL AND DEVELODWENT SECRI RY

Mr Sneakef, Sir, Government-is fully aware of condltlons at the.
arrival hall at Waterport.

Funds are being made available for remedial works. The renova-
tions will include works to the roof to prevent leakinge.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUZSTION NO. 5 OF 1980

HON A J HAYNES: |
Would other remedial Wéfks be consiéered other than to the roof?
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT  SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, Sir, I said that funds are being made available for
remedial works. The inference is that other work, too, will Dbe
done. .

HON A J HAYNES:
.Sir, when will these remedial works be put into motion?
HON' FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

As soon as the House has passed the next Estimates and funds are
avallable, Mr Speaker.

HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, when the Hon Member said that Government is fully aware of
.the conditions., does that mean he is aware of the condition of
the shed or the surrounding area and does he intend to improve
facilities as well as carrying out remedial works?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY ¢

Yes, Sir, I am aware of the situation at the Waterport and the
remedial measures being taken include not merely the work on
the hall itself but also the arrangement for people entering
Gibraltar.

~
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HON MAJOR R J PRELIZA:
Wouldvthe FlnanCJal and Development Secre@ary deal as a matter

of urgency, whatever else may be done, with the questlon of the
tollets facilities in that area? ,

-

MR SPEAKER:

',You will not answer that. We must be very careful about gquestion

time now. The Opposition are of course entitled to ask supplemen-
taries but in the light of the number of questions we have had we
will keep supplementaries to the particular matter affected by the

‘guestion and this is outside that sphere. Next guestion.



25 3 80

‘NO. 6 OF 1980 . ORAL
THE EON A J HAYNES '

In view of the fact that lotterlies are only permitted in
Gibraltar if sanctioned by the Government will Government
take -steps to prohlblt the advertising of unauthorlsed
Toreign lotteries in local newspapers?

ANSWER

THE HON_THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is an offence to print, publish or indeed
to distrivute any advertisement -or any matter calculated to
act as an inducement to participate in a lottery which has now
been authorised under the provisions of the Gaming Ordinance.

Section 10{1)(c) of the Ordinance so .stipulates. The adver-
tlslng in local newspapers of unauthorised forelgn 1otterles
is therefore in fact already prohibited.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 6 OF 1980
HON A J HAYNES:'

Sir, has any action been taken by Government as regards the
advert appearing in the Chronicle on 15th March?

HON FINANCIAL® AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, yes, Sir. Immediately following the publication
in the paper on the 15th March, a member of the Treasury
pointed out to the rewspaper concerned that the advertising of
an unautheorised lottery constituted an offence. The news-
paper confirmed that the advertisement was published in error
and has given an assurance that similar advertisements will
not be accepted in future. Arrangements have been made to
bring the provisions of the Gaming Ordinance relating to
Torelgn lotteries to the attention of all newspapers.

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestion.



NO. 7 OF 1980

L

Cowill Government state the e
* Water and’Telephone, ;
L periods up to and 1nc1 ﬁJ;

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DFVWLOPMENT ECRBTARY A

Mr Speaker, Sir, the amounts outstanding in Elecfriclty, Water
. and Telephone bllls were ag fOllOWS" : .y

Elegtrlcltx _

" As at 3lst March 1979 8236984 7
RS ﬂ-. BOthx_-June 1979 ) '» £766 311.6 62:'*' .o
v v 30th September 1979 " £751+ 2814_‘_,02
Water -

_As &t 3lst March 19790 1 £283,471.76° 1

S 30th June 1979 , £323,3)4.1 19

‘wov 30th September 1979  £358,835.32

; Telephone.f - r
As at 3lst March 1979 " £374,068.15
w it 30th June 1979 £LL88‘,1H3.13

" '  30th September 1979 - £565,089.46 !

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 7 OF 1980
.~ HON G T RESTANO: '

Mr Speaker, are there no amounts outstandlng prlor to the
31lst-March, 1979% -

MR SPEAKER: : ‘

That is the amount outstanding up to the 3lst March.
HON G T RESTANO: . o
I did ask in the question, ﬁr Speaker, broken down into 3

month periods. I would like to know what the amounts are
‘outstanding, Mr upeaker, which have not been paid.

10
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, Sir, at any moment of time amounts will be outstanding
for bills. If I understand the Hon Member correctly, what in fact
he is now asking is whether these amounts which in total were out-
standing at the date that I have given, included amounts which have
been outstanding for a period prior to that date. The answer is
that those amounts do include certaln sums whlch have been out-
standlng for some time.

HON G T RESTANO:

Could the Hon Member say more or less what amounts those are,
approximately?

HON FINANGIAL AND:DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, Sir, no, I cannot and it would also be extremely

expensive to go through each bill to find out what amounts were
outstandlng.

HON P J ISOLA:

This shows that there was something like £1%m outstanding on bills
as at 30th September, 1979. I presume that figure does not include
a large number of bllls, because is it not-a fact that when the
Financial Secretary is talking about bills, I presume he is talking
about bills actually issued as at that date, and is it not a fact
that for many. months before that date there have not been many bills
issued in any of these 3 1tems, is that a fact or not?

. "HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, to the best of my knowledge and the figures given
to me, these amounts include the bills that were issued up to the
period I have given, that is, 30th September would include bills
issued for amounts up to that date. -

"HON P J ISOIA:

If the billing section was behind, és indeed it was by a nymber of
months at that time of the year, the actual amount owing Would in
effect have been, would it not, considerably in excess of-£1lzm%

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Sir, it may have been but not necessarily because the figures
could include the amounts and these figures are made up after the
date. If the Hon Member had asked me on the 1lst of October, 1979,
the amounts outstanding as at the -30th September, it is true that
these would not have included the amounts of bills not sent out
for up to September but these figures are historic-and therefore
will have subsumed those amounts that were sent out for the period
up to 30th September which issued after the 30th September.

R4
.
-
L

11




. 25 3 80
NO. 8 OF 1980  ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Can Government state to what use, other than the processing of
Blectricity and Water Bills, will the computer be put? '

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND D“V“LOPN?NT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, the initial task for the computer was the
billing of Electricity and Water Services. !

The aim is to issue all Municipal Bills_ie Blectricity, Water,
Telephone and Rates in that order through the computer. Once
this task is completed it is proposed to put on to the computer
the wages of all industrial staff of the Government.

In the longer term it is intended to use the computer for the
payment of monthly salaries, statistics, the control of stores
and the production of income tax tables. .

Subsequent targets will be selected after consultation with
departments. .

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 8 OF 1980
HON G T RESTANO: |

Mr Speaker, are in fact all electriéify and water bills now
being processed by the computer? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVFLOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, Slr, 60% of electricity and water consumers are on
the computer, we hope.that the remaining LO% will be on by July
this year.

HON G T RESTANO:

And how long after that, Mr Speaker, will the wages and
statistics and income tax be processed?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :
The next task, Mr Speaker, is telephone and rates and it will

probably take about a year to get those on. The rest would
be an ongoing programme, our programme is for three years.

AN

12
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NO. S OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON ¢ T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, would Government confirm that reminders are indeed
being sent out on unpaid Blectricity and Water Bills after three
months and would Government not agree that except in certain
areas of acute hardship three months is too long a period of -
time for credit to be given?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, I confirmed in answer to the Honourable Menber's
Question No 26/79 that reminders for payment of unpaid Electricity
and Water Bills .are sent out after 3 months. The Government is
already considering measures to reduce the credit periods of 3
months. : ‘ - '

13



| 25 3 80
NO._ 10 OF 1980 ' . ORAL

~IHE fON W T SCOTT

Will Government consider inserting the date of reading in all
Electrlclty and Water Bills?®

ANSWER

TBE HON THE PINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, Electricity and Water Bills issued by the
computer already incorporate the date of reading of the Bills.
Monthly Bills not issued by the computer carry a stamp to
denote the date of reading.

14



| 25 3 80
NO, 11 OF 1980 ‘ ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Is Government satisfied that the FCA formuls represents a fair
charge to the consumer having regard to the fact that the cost
of light fuel oil represents the smaller percentage of energy

generated?.

- ANSWER |
.THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

- 8ir, sub-paragraph 5 of the first schedule to the Public Utility
Undertakings Ordinance defines the average weighted cost of fuel
and takes into account the fact that the' majority of fuel used
to generate electricity is of the less expensive thin fuel oil.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 11 OF 1980
HON P J ISOLA: | '

Sir, may I ask, will the Government consider reverting to the
old system of increasing electricity charges, doing away with
the FCA formula altogether and putting up or putting down the
price of electricity to the consumer once a year at budget time
as is done Wlth everything else?

HON DR R G VALARINO:
Sir, the provision of the FCA clause is incorporated into the
majority of public undertaklngs in Western European countries,

therefore, the Government is not disposed towards thé feelings
of the Hon Member opposite. :

15.



NO.__12 OF 1980 | ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Is it a prerequisite of the awarding of aid from the ODA for.

. constructional development that where possible, materials
should be bought from sources in England and if so, will
‘Government confirm that it keeps a very close watch to ensure
that this requirement 1s observed with particular reference
.to specified items both in the original spe01f10dtlon of any
particular contract and in the contractor s offer at tenderlng
time?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Yes, Sir. '0DA Development Aid is granted on condition that
goods and services are procured from the United Kingdom save

to the extent permitted by any general or specific waiver or

as allowed by the ODA. The requirement is observed in respect
of each and every project. ZFurthermore I am informed that this
is one of the points which the Principal Auditor pays attentlon
to when examining the United Klngdom Development Aid statements
which are submitted annually. :

2. The above rule does not apply to public works contracts
.over a specified monetary limit which in accordance with EEC
Driectives give companies reglstered in BEC countries the
right to tender. :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 12 OF 1980

"HON W T SCOTT:

How does Government ensure that where items have been loosely
specified within the specifications of the contract and not
named as being of proprietary nature but rather a British
Standards number quoted such specifications are indeed met
particularly when items emanate from countries outside the
United hlngdom°

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is difficult to answer a guestion in such
broad terms. What I would point out between building contracts

- generally the sand, cement, aggregate and timber have general

waivers on the buy British..

MR SPEAKER:

- Next questione.

16
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% L : L 25 3 80
- NO. 1% OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, will Government state the total amounts spent in development
from the Improvement and Development Fund from lst April 1979 to

. .29th Pebruary 1980 from (a) lccal funds (b) British Government

Aid Funds?
HON PFINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Mr Speaker, Sir, with the pérmission of the Hon Membér I would
like to deal with this gquestion and the following guestion
Jointly.

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Answered together with Question No. 14 of 1980.

17



25 3 80

NO. 14 OF 1980 ' . : ORAL

THD HON P J ISOLA

Sir, can Government state how much has been actually spent on
the Development Programme under the diffevent Heads of Expendi-
ture in the Improvement and Development Fund numbered 101 to
ng Head by Head between lst Aprll 1979, and 29th February,
1980%

ANSWER

‘-,TEE‘HON THE FINANCIAL AND_DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Slr, the Improvement and Development Pund recorded expendlture
from lso April, 1979, to 29th February, 1980, is:

Head - T £
101 Housing - . 1,163,423
102 Schools » : R f L29,28L
103 Tourist Development . 7,690'
104 Miscellaneous Projects - _ 715,688
105 General Services ' . ; 190;73&
,lO6 Government Offices and Buildiﬁgs ' 2l7,907
107 Port Development 151,961
108 Marina Development S _ 24}829
109 Public Lighting | T y,077
110 BRlectricity Service . 120,162
111 Potable Water Service 174,816
112" Telephone Service - 116,725
113 Police S NIL
3,647,296

Of this amount £1,258,560 is from local funds and £2 )88,7)6
from ODA Funds.

{

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTlON NOS 1) AND 1& OF 1980

HON P J ISOLA:

Could I ask for those last two figures again?®

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY.

The total expenditure to 29th February, 1980, is £3, 647 296"

and this is made up of local .funds, £1, 258 560 ODA funds
£2,388,736.

18



HON P J ISOLA: o

I don't suppose the Hon Financial and Development Secretary has
handy the difference between the amount spent since 31lst October
1979 and 29th February 1980 which was the last time I.asked this
question, the amount that has been spent since then, I don't know
whether he has it handy?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the total expenditure to the 26th October 1979
was £1,667,531 so that we have spent slightly under £2m since
that date. ) )

HON P J ISOLA:

Is there any particular reason why quite a considerable amount
more has been spent between October and February as opposedto
1st April to October?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

My Speaker, Sir, the Hon Member may recall that in answering
Question No. 124 in October last year, I did mention that we

had- commitments of about £1.2m and the bills for those have

now come in so that this is part of the reason why expenditure
would appear to be heavier, because of the commitment factor.

I have not been able to include in the figures from lst April, ]979,
to 29th February, 1980, the commitments which we have on

projects because we have not received accounts from the Crown
Agents.

" HON P J ISOIA:

Am: I right in saying, therefore, that from the Development -
Programme which commenced in 1978, if we take the £3m spent
between 1978 and 1979 and the £3,600,000 referred now by the
Financial and Development Secretary, am I right in saying,
therefore, that of the total programme announced in 1978,
April, amounting to £1lhm from United Kingdom funds and £8m
from local funds making a total of £22m, in actual fact at
the end of the second year of the 3~year programme we will
have spent £6.6m, at least up to 29th February, 1980. Would
- that be factually correct*

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, Sir, there are two points that I would like to
make. First of all the £1lim from ODA included £1m for
technical cooperation which is not included in my figures
because they are ODA figures and we don't have them. :
Secondly, whilst the Hon Member's arithmetic on actual
expenditure is p0581b1y correct, I haven't been able to
check it, because 1t is not avallable, but it does not
include commltments already entered into for work.

-
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HON P J ISOIA:

I appreciate that, Mr Speaker, but can the Financial and
Development Secretary assure the House that the amount
estimated of roughly £22m up to 31lst March, 1981, will be
achieved bearing in mind that in a period of two years

less than one third considerably less than one third, £6.6m
has-been spent, is there any hope of the Development Prog-
ramme being substantially completed by 31st March, 1981¢°

MR SPEAKER:

I will allow a yes or no but no more. We are not going to
debate the feasibility of spending this money within the
period. This is question time.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, I would merely like to say as I told the Hon
Member in October that one cannot give any categorical
assurances whatsoever on the Development Programme.

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestion. -

20



25 3 80
NO. 15 OF 1980 .. ORAL

IHE HON A J HAYNES

- Will Government consider the making of paymentb by way of com-
pensation to those who have suffered quantlflable losses as a
result of the present power cuts?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, no, Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 15 OF 1980 .
HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, why not? Does Government not feel there is some element
of responsibility which they should fulfil?

- HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the legal position is governed by Section 11(a)
of the Public Utility Undertakings Ordinance which reads as
follows: "No action shall lie against the Government, or any
servant or agent of the Government in respect of any injury,
damage, loss or inconvenience forced by or arising directly

or indirectly from any interruptions, defects, variations or
discontinuance of the supply of electricity or from any break-
down of or accident to or defect in the Government's machlnery
or any other apparatus."

HON A J HAYNES:

‘Sir, I am aware of this and that is why I am sure the Hon
Member will agree that it needs Government's approbation for
compensation to be made, and I ask for reasons for not giving
compensation in this occasion when so many people have
suffered quantifiable losses?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government has received no claims, the
Government has recelved no enquiries.

HON A J HAYNES:

Would Government's attitude be different, Sir, if they were to
receive enquiries and complaints?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

As I stated in answer to the.Hon Member's original question,
no, Sir. :

21



’ | 25 3 80
. . mNo, 16 OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

o7

What proposals were put by Government to the Liguidators of
Dayfenn Ltd with regard to the payment of compensation in
lieu of the resale procedurc for Engineer House and have
these proposals been accepteq9 :

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, the Liquidator appointed to deal with the affairs
of I W Dayfenn (Gibraltar) Limited took over an enquiry which
had been made in November 1977 to the Company's solicitors as
to whether their clients would be prepared to surrender their
residual interest in Engineer House in return for the payment
of an appropriate sum as compensation and, if so, what amount
the Company would be prepared to accept. An indication was
also given of the conditions which would govern a resale of -
the property. ILater, at the solicitor's request, an assess-
ment of the value of the property was furnished by Government's
valuer.

Following the appointment of a Liguldator sometime in October
1979, the engagement of a private qualified Valuer was agreed
between the Official Receiver and the Liguidator in order to
obtaln from him a valuation of the site.

An estlmate of value was submitted in January this year to the
Liquidator by the local valuer engaged for this purpose. This
. was submitted to the Official Recelver and is now being con-
-gidered by the Government.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 16 OF 1980

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Could the Minister state exactly what this is?
HON A J CANEPA:

I do not think that I ought to state what the sum involved is
as it could prejudice the outcome of the negotiations.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Bearing in mind that this has been going on for almost 10
years, could the Minister assure the House that some definite
steps will be taken within the foreseeable future to ensure
that that land is returned to Gibraltar?

HON A J CANEPA:

I think I can give that assurance, Mr Speaker.
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’ | 25 3 80
NO, 17 OF 1980 s ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Does Government have any proposals for reprinting the Laws of
Gibraltar so as to bring them up to date with the current
leglslatlon” .

ANSWER
THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Yes, Sir.

The need for a revision is accepted in pr1n01p¢e. Council of
Ministers in August 1978 approved a revision of the laws of
Gibraltar in principle, subject to enquiries being made sgs to
the availability of a person to undertake the work and as to
the probable coste.

Because of other commitments, it has not yet been possible to
make progress on this matter nor can I say when work will
commence., |

- The revision of the laws will involve bringing in a suitable
person, possibly on technical assistance, to be the revisor.
The capital cost would probably have to be borne by the
Government. I propose to put firm proposals to Government
durlng this year with a view to belng able to have the re-
vision commenced in 1981,

In the meantime, work in my own chambers is proceeding for the
reprinting of those individual statutes that have been exten-
sively amended. In 1978 5 such Ordinances were reprinted. At
‘present proofs for the revision of 4 more Ordinances have been -
completed and they will be reprinted shortly. Pending the re-
vision of the laws as a whole, this process will continue.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 17 OF 1980

HON P J ISOILA:

Is it not a fact that it is impOssible to buy a set of the
laws of Gibraltar, and-isn't that rather an alarming situation?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, it came to my notice following an enquiry from a
practitioner just this week that the laws of Gibraltar
evidently are not readily obtainable. I agree that is an
undesirable situation and it is one which we will pursue.,

HON P J ISOILA:
Should not that give the guestion of having the laws revised
a certain urgency because it would seem to me that if the

" revision is not going to be put in hand until 1981, it will
be 1983 before anybody can buy a set of the laws of Gibraltar?
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~ HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

All I can say, Mr Speaker, is that I accept completely in
principle the need for a revision and obviously the avail-
ability of the statute law is a most important matter. I
am reluctant to give a firm commitment to have a reprint
done before then when I can't myself see the way clear to
getting it done earlier.
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. o 25 3 80
NG, 18 OF 1980 ’ : ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Is. Government responsible for the unsoghtly barrier obstruc~
ting the movement of pedestrians on the pavement along Main
Street north of where Cannon Lane joins Main Street and for
how long has this barrier been in this p031t10n?

ANSWER
THE HON THL ATTORNEY—GWNBRAL

C
Mr Speaker, if the Honourable Member has no obJectlon, I
propose to answer this questlon with but after question
number 19.

The barrier outside the premises at 197/201 Main Street was
put there by the Government in September 1978 to protect
passers-by from the danger caused by the State of the
building.

- The barrier now needs replacing and the Government has
notified the owners that under section L3 of the Public
Health Ordinance close boarded hoards or fences to the
satisfaction of the Government should be put up to separate
"the building from the street and should be maintained in
good condition until the Government otherwise requires.

SUP“LEMLNTARY TO QUEST ION NO 18 oF 1980

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Is there any reason why the Government hasn't taken action
in this respect before? I have brought it to the notice of
this House before that that is 'a real eyesore to Gibraltar
right in the middle of our town. Why hasn't the Government
taken action before? ' :

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, this matter has to be looked at in the wider
context of the building generally. Over the last year the
Government has taken action. The Government's concern
immediately has been to prevent danger to the public.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

But doesn't the Hon the Attorney-General realise that that
in itself is a danger in that pedestrians have to come down
from the pavement at a point in Main Street which is really
dangerous because of the narrowness of the street and the
~amount of traffic going round and the fact that it has taken
over two years for the Government to do anything about it.
Is there any particular reason why this is so?
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HON ATTORNEY «GENERAL:

On the first part of the guestion, Mr Speaker, the obstruction
in Main Street is not substantial and I don't accept that the
danger caused by the barrier exceeds the danger caused by the
building. Insofar as the second part of the question, I think
my answer orlglnally 1ndlcaued that we are pursuing thls
matter. ,

HON F J ISOLA:

May I say that on this side of the House we accept that the
barrier is less dangerous than the building but this doesn't
really satisfy us at all. May I ask from the Attorney-
General for an assurance that there will be no parking
allowed next to the barrier and enforced because not only do
pedestrians have to go off the pavement there but they also
have to go round a car that may be parked there, so will the
Attorney-General on the question of the barrier, give the
House an assurance that the Police will be asked to make it
safe for pedestrians?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Spéaker, what I will do is to give an assurance that I will
ask the Police to look at this desirability of controlllng
traffic in that area because of the barrier.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Would it be possible to have another barrier making a sort of
channel?

MR SPEAKER:

Order. We are not going into the possibie solutions of the
problem.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

M» Speaker, are we g01ng to allow that danger to continue
there?

MR SPEAKER:

You have brought to the notice of the House the danger that
exists but let us not go into the intricacies of the solution
to the problem

HON P J ISOLA:

My Honourable Friend did ask for how long the barrier had
been in that posltlon, do we happen to have a date?
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HON ATTORNEY ~GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I think I answered both to the last questions
raised by the Opposition dealing first with the first
question, I have already indicated that the Government

is taking steps to require an alternative hoarding to

be put up. In answer to the second question, I did say
at the outset 'that this barrier was put up in September,
1978 e : -
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25 3 80
NO. 19 OF 1980 o ORAL

THE_HON §_T RESTANO.

Will Government state what is the current p081ulcn with regard
to Noso 197/201 Main -Street? o

AN?WER

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Mr Spesker, if I may have. leave then to answer the second
question ' first.

The Hon Member will recall that a nulsance order was made by
" the Supreme Court on 29 October last. year. This required the
owners within 60 days to repair the building in such a manner
as to render any recurrence of the danger unlikely within 5
years, or alternatlvely to demollsh the building.

The owners then took steps to demolish the property to the
first floor level, thereby minimising the immediate danger
to the public.

In February of this year, 1t was brought to the notice of my
chambers that unauthorised building works were taking place
on the premises. These were inspected and condemned as
dangerous, and a stoppage order was served.

We are awaiting a report from the Chief Environmental Health
Officer and the Surveyor. and Planning Secretary. On receipt
of this+y it is intended to. apply to the Supreme Court for
further directionse.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUEéTION NO. 19 oF 1980

HON G T RESTANO:

Why is it now necessary to have a report from an Environmental
Inspector? Surely the Government knew perfectly well in
October, when this question was last ralsed, that the owners
of the property had sixty days and the Hon and Learned the
Attorney~General did give the House an assurance that appro-
priate action would be taken if the Court Order was not
carried out by the landlord, so I would like to know why is
there now a necessity to have a further report, surely
Government knew before taking the matter to Court in the

first place what was necessary to be done?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, the further report is necessary to assess the
“implications of the further building that is taklng place
and before that building started we were not in a position
to assess.



HON P J "ISOLA:

Can I ask the Attorney-General, is there not provision under
the Public Health Ordinance for the Government to move in on
a property which it considers to be in a dangerous state and
so forth after giving the owner a reasonable time in which to
put thlngs right and I would suggest that 2% years is plenuy
of time-and then charglng the owner for the work done? Isn't
there some sort of prov381on in the Public Health Ordinance
for thls? .

,HON ATTORNEY~-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, if I can answer the question, there are three
aspects to the matter. One is, of cours ) that we can go to
Court and get a Court Order, the second is that -there is pro-
vision for the Government itself to take action in cases of
urgency ‘and the third aspect is that the Government can re-
claim the costs reasonably incurred by it in tsking action.
This caSe has had all three elements in it throughout.. We
have always taken the line, I think, that the responsibility
rests with the - owner. It is his primary liability. Where-
ever matters have reached a stage where it has become really
dangerous the Government has taken steps to ameliorate the
danger. We went to the Supreme Court in October last year

. to get an Order, the terms of which required to render it
safe for five years and we are now in the process of follow
up action arising out of that Order. We have not lost sight
of .the question of expenses, we are in the process of
item1s1ng the expenses in a future date and we will be
issuing a writ to recover this.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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P

NO. 20 OF 1980 ° . " ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

In‘view of the statement that appeared in the press in early
January to the effect that the Consultants of the Government
to the Varyl Begg Project would be making proposals for the
settlement of this long outstanding matter, can Government
state whether:- (a) there has been any actual agreement
reached as to liability between the Government, the Builders
and the Consultants? (b) when work will actually begin at
Varyl Begg Estate and is this dependent on whether there is
agreement or not between the parties in dispute on the matter?

ANSWER

IHE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Mr Speaker, I propose to answer the 2 questions raised within
this question in reverse order if I may.

Government decided in principle in January of this year to
proceed with the erection of pitched roofs at the Varyl Begg
Estate. Since then the preparation of detailed plans and
specifications and costing of this work has proceeded. It
‘ls anticipated that work will commence at the Estate on the
roofs by June. :

Agreement has not been reached yet between the parties as to
liability. In deciding to proceed with the work on the roofs,
the Government has reserved its legal rights. Discussions on
the question of liability are likely to be held next month.

It should be understood that there is other remedial work to
-be undertaken at the Estate. Action is also being taken to
deal with such work. Discussions -on 1iiability will be
directed towards a comprehensive resolution of the problem

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 20 OF 1980

" HON P J ISOLA:

Am I right then, Sir, in saying that the Government is now
doing what the Opposition asked the Government to do over
two years ago and which the Government said it could not do,
and that is to start doing the work and let the liability
issue. sort itself out later, is that not what the Hon and
Learned Attorney~General has just answered?.

HON ATTORNEY-GENZRAL:
Mr Speaker, if I may replyxto the question., The Government

is now doing what it considers proper to be done at this
stage. o ‘
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HON P J ISOLA:
But may I ‘'ask the Attcrney-General, does he not agree with me

that what the Government is now doing i1s what the Opposition
asked it to do well over two years go? Is that not a fact?

'HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I do not agree with the Honourable Member that the idea had

merit two years ago. The first thing to be ascertained was
what was causing the leaks, and as I think I have said before -
it wasn't until May or June last year that we were in s posi-
tion where we felt this had been adequately investigated.

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, if it was discovered in May or June why wasn’t_
work. started then, or is time not a factor in the Government

- thinking except when there is an election about?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
Time is a factor, we are working as quickly as we can.
HON P J ISOLA:

Am I right in thinking, Sir, that when the Government
announced that work would begin in the Spring, that the work
that they were referring to is the work that the Hon and
Learned the Attorney-General now tells us will start in June,
and is June Spring?

* HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

'Mr;Speaker; it is the same work. There has been an element-

of slippage, I agree but it is the same work,

HON A J HAYNES:

- Can Government state whether the pitched roofs will allow for

laundry to be hung on top of them, are they flattened and
will they also include a new floonr?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

.§ir, I can only say that laundry could be put on the pitched

roofs at the person's own risk.
HON A J HAYNES:
Sif, I take it then that the roofs will not be flat. My

second guestion was concerned with the matter will a new
floor be included under the pitched roof?
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

No, Mr Spea&er, it w111 be a roof over the existlng roof
there won't be a new floor.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.‘
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NO. 21 OF 1980 ~ ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, in view of Government's statement made before and during
the Klection campaign that work on the roofs of Varyl Begg
Estate would commence in the Spring of this year, can Govern—
ment state in detaill and specifically what i1s the work that
will commerce and who is to pay for the cest of this work?

 ANSWER

THE HON THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL

Mr'Speaker, the Consultants have d851gned a pltched.foof to be
constructed with universal steel beams, alumlnlum joists and
aluminium sheeting. :

It is proposed to undertake the conversion to pitched roofs
block by block, starting first w1th the bulldlngs most
seriously affectedo

The rest of the questlon has, I think, alréady been answered
in relation to, the previous gquestion (20/80) by the Hon Leader
of the Opposition.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 21 OF 1980
HON P J ISOLA: | |

"Sir, from what I understood from the previous gquestion, the
Government is going to leave till later to discuss the gues=~
tion of liability, can I ask the Government since it appears
that the Government will be paying for this work initially,
can.I ask the Government what steps it is taking to bring
this four year dispute to a conclusion? Is the Government
proposing to issue legal proceedings, is the Government
giving a time 1limit to the various parties involved before
they do, is: the Government going to seek arbitration? Does
the Honourable and Learned Attorney-General not consider that
it is time that the Government gave time limits and decided
on what action it is going to take?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, the position is that the Government is determined
to proceed with the conversion to the pitched roofs. I have
not said at this stage that the Government will pay for the
cost of pitched roofs. The present position is that the
Government intends before June to have further discussions
with the other parties with a view to resolving the matter
and that I should stress is a separate matter from its
‘decision to proceed with the roofs but at this stage I cannot
really comment further on what the position will be in those
negotiations. I will, of course, still be here in May and
June to answer further questions on this subject.

P
-,
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HON P J ISOILA:

Yes, but is it not a fact, Sir, that discussions have been

going on as to who is to pay for this for the last four years?
Hasn't the Government now, even this Government, come to the
conclusion that discussions are not likely to bring a solution
and that because discussions are not likely to bring a solution

" the Government is being forced to do what it said it would not
-do and that is start work until the lisbility has been decided?

HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, I understand that the order in which these houses or
buildings will be repaired is in the order in which they are
most seriously affected. Can the Government state which
buildings arc considered to be most seriously affected?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I think I would reguire notice of that guestion to enable me
to give you a considered answer., What I have said is a
statement in principle that the Government would work starting
with the most seriously affected building and .working down.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the Consultants that are designing fhese pitched
roofs, are they the same Consultants that designed the
original blocks?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

‘Mr Spceaker, the answer is yess

HON- J BOSSANO:

Is the Government confident that they are not going to make
the same mistake as they made in their original design?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

The Government is satisfied with the proposals.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I assume that if they are satisfied with the
proposal and then the pitched roofs don't work, on this
occasion the Government will bear the liability, will 1t?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL: <

Mr Speaker, when I said the Government is satisfied with the
proposals I mean this, that the Government was satisfied that
the proposals seemed reasonable. We will of course hold.the
parties involved in the preparation of the roofs liable in

the normal way but there is no reason at this stage to suppose
that the roofs will nct be effective.
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-HON J BOSSANO'

Wlll ‘the Government on this occasion not repeat the mistake that
they made on the last occasion of doing all the roofs before
they decide to test whether the new roofs.are more effective
than the old ones, given that on the last occasion when it
looked as if there.was a defect in the first block, Mr Speaker,
the Government did not agree that this was the case untll the
~whole Estate was finished?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: , S »-1,-

Mr Spaaker, the considered view of the Government' s technlcal
advisers 1s that the pitched roofs will provide an adequate
remedy. Perhaps I could say this without detracting from that,
that if the work proceeds building by building it. follows, of
course, that the first building will be one on which they can
see how progress is being made and will give an opportunity to
consider the matter as it progresses in case mlnor matters need
remedying. _ ’

HON J BOSSANO:

Can I take it then, Mr Spesker, that there will be a period to
see the effectiveness of the result on the first bulldlng before
the second one is proceeded with or not?

- HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

) No, Mr Speaker, my comment was qualified by my opening remark,
namely, that on the advice that the Government has available,
we think that the roofs will be satisfactory.

HON J BOSSANO:
The advice that the Government has available, Mr Spéaker, is
independent advice to the advice of the Consultants, is that

the case, and it concurs with the view of the Consultants, is
that a fact? :

HON ATTORNEY -GENERAL:

We have some adv1ce from other Consultants; we have the oplnlons
of our own Public Works technical men.

HON J BOSSANO

" And they agree, Mr Speaker, w1th the design produced by the
Consultants,‘ls that the case? They do not have any mis-
givings about any possible improvements that mlght be re-
quired which are not being introduced?

' HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

They raised some points and modiflications were made.
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HON G T RESTANO:

What is the estlmated ¢ength of time for the complet»on of the
whole progect? ~ . _

. HON ATTORNEY—GENERAL

The estlmated length of time for 'all blocks is approx1mately

.18 months but, that may be able to be brcught forward if it

were possible to proceed on more than one block at a time.

The rate is one block per month assuming one crane in use,; if
two cranes could be made available then it may be possible to
work at a rate of two blocks a month Whlch will halve the time,
but that is an estimate, -

'HON G T RESTANO:

Could the Hon and Learned Attorney-General say what the total
cost estlmated for these pitched roofs will be?

HON ATTGRNEY~GENERAL.

Mr Speaker, the plans and spe01flca£10ns for these roofs have
been prepared and are in the process of being costed so I am
not in a position to say yet.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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| | 25 3 80
NO. 22 OF 1980 | | ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Can Government state what the cost of putting temporary roofs
on each block at Varyl Begg Bstate came to?%

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Temporary roofs have not been put on each block at Varyl Begg
Estate. If the Hon Leader of the Opposition is referring to
the application of waterproofing material at Varyl Begg Estate

.carried out last November, then the answer is that the flat
roof's ef two blocks, Valiant House and Reyal Sovereign House

were treated with bitumen emulsion and a fibreglass membrane
at a total cost of £6,851.
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25 3 80

NO. 23 OF 1980 _ . ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Does Government propose to provide within the Medical Service

for a senarate budget to enable Matron to plan ahead the pro-

vision of secondment of staff to UK on refresher courses?
ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Sir, it 1é established departmental practice for financial . _
provision to be made for staff to be seconded to the United
Kingdom hoqpltals to undergo tralnlng courses.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 23 OF 1980

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Government propose to create a budget
which will enable the Matron to know the resources available
and plan ahead the provisionh of additional refresher courses
to those that have been standard practice in the past?

HON J. B:PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government at this present moment is in
fact satisfied with the present procedure under which provi-
sion is made under Subhead 17 dealing- with courses of training
- in the United Kingdom. The Government is satisfied with the
present situation. ' s
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f25 3 80

‘NO. 2L OF 1980 ~ ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO | |

Is Government increasing the complement of clerical staff at
the hospital to enable necessary secretarial help to be avail-
able for the nursing office?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Recommendétions on this matter, together with other questions
connected with the Nursing profession, are currently under
consideration.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 2l OF 1980
HON J BOSSANO: ' '

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say how much longer they are
likely to be under consideration before he is likely to have
come up with a policy decision on the matter?

HON J B PEREZ:

I think, Mr Speaker, the Hon Menber well knows that this is a
matter which is shortly to be discussed at a departmental
meeting level., Following the meeting with the Staff Asscecia-~
tions the Government will take a decision on the mattér.

-~
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25 3 80

'NO. _25 OF 1980 - - ORAL

THE HON J_BOSSANO

Is secretarlal assistance now belng provided for. the nursing
school at St dernard’s Hospital?

ANSWFR
THE PON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Yes, Slrr
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NO, 26 OF 1980 | ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

. When does Government propose to provide for an additional
Clerical Officer to cater with the high volume of work in
the Health Centre Records Office? ‘
ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Because of representations about . the high volume of work at
the Health Centre, the Clerical structure at the Records
Offlce is currently under review.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 26 OF 1980

HON J BOSSANO:

Mz Speaker, has the matter been under review for some time now,
or is the rev1ew now starting?

HON J B PEREZ:
As far as I am aware the review is now starting.
" HON G T RESTANO:

- Mr Speaker, how, in fact, are the records kept at the Health
Centre? _ _

MR SPEAKER:
No,'nextiquestion.
HON G T RESTANO:

M Speaker, can I put it this way. I would like to know are
the records kept by patient or by s s e o o

MR SPEAKER.

No, we are talking about staff not how the records are kept;
We must not egpand the scope of the question. Next question.
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) 25 3 80
NO., 27 OF 1980 ' ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government state whether the nurses establishment is now
at full-strength?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAIL AND HEALTH SERVICES
Yes Sir. -

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION. NO. 27 OF 1980
HON G T RESTANO: '

So there is no requirement for additional nurses, is that
- correct? ' -

HON J B PEREZ:

The answer to the question is, yes, Sir, the establishment is
now at full-strength. _
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NO. 28 OF 1980 o ORAL

THE_HON J BOSSANO

Has Government now examined the range of non-nursing duties
~being carried out by nurses of all grades?

| ANSWER
THE HON_THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

This question was fully discussed when the 1974 Nurses Agree-
ment was under consideration and the results were incorporated
in the Final Agreement. If the Hon Member has any additional
information on the subject I woula be grateful if he would
bring this to my notice.

SUPPLEMENTARY LO OUESTION NO, 28 OF 1980

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Honourable Member not agree that in fact
what the 1974 Agreement provides for is a range of nursing
duties which are apart from those normally carried out by the
grades concerned and that therefore nurses at a givengrade get
paid an allowance for undertaking duties of a higher grade and
- that the duties that I am talking about in my question refers’
to non-nursing duties? .

- HON J B PEREZ:

- Mr Spesker, I took the question to mean non-nﬁrsing duties in
connection with extra duty allowance which is payable to some
nurses who undertake work over and above what their United
Kingdom counterparts do.

HON J BOSSANO:

CMr Speaker, will the Hon Member look into those duties which
‘are not nursing duties as such and not in fact those duties
which are of the higher order of nursing for which people are
at present being compensated by an additional allowance?

HON J B PEREZ:

I will do so.

MR SPEAKER:-

Next queétion. _ N
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: NG. 29 OF_1980 | . ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

-, Has -Government takena de01s1on Wlth regard to the recommenda-
tion of the Public Accounts Committee that an Accountlng Cadre
in the civil service be formed° :

ANSWER

IHE HON THE FINANOIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

No, Sir. The Public Accounts Committee's recommendation has
. been examined in depth by the Treasury and the Establishment
Division. On balance it is considered that the setting up

of an Accounting Cadre would be too inflexiblé an arrangement
‘within so small a Public Service and that the same results
might be achievedby less formal means which are being examined.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO. OUESTION NO. 29 OF 1980

HON G T RESTANO:
Mr Speaker, what are these '1sss formal means'?
HON FINANCIAL AND DPVELOPMENT-SFCRETARY-

" The less formal means would be that one would. have specialists
in accounting working in departments who would be within the

- general cadre .and who could expect promotion within the general
clerical and executive cadre. The experlence elsewhere with
small services broken up into small cadres is that promction
‘prospects are restricted and this leads to great discontent in
the service and clearly the Government has considered very care-
fully the recommendation by the Public Accounts Committee and is
aiming at achieving the results desired by a sllgh+1y different
and less formal means. .

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, may I ask whether this decision-was taken after
consultation with the Clerical Association?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, no decision has yet been taken. I have merely
stated that the Government is cons1der1ng setting up and clearly
before any definitive decision is taken the Staff A53001at10ns
will be consulted. I would.,add, Sir, that in our consultations
we have, of course, taken ths advice'of the Principal Auditor.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Sir, I know it is difficult for the Establishment to accept
change especially when change has been recommended by an out-
side body, but surely the Government must be aware on the

effect that lack of accounting expertise is having generally

on the efficiency of its administraticn and of its departments,
and surely the Government is aware that the recommendation for
the establishment of an Accounting Cadre was put forward in
order to try and bring some efficiency into that part of Govern-
ment administration and will Government not reject this outright
unless it has some alternative that will improve the situation?

HOﬁ FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, sir, this is not a question of the establishment
rejecting advice from any quarter whether from inside or out-
side the service, but merely looking at the practicality of ‘the
situation. My personal experience with an Accounting Cadre in
a service the size of that in Gibraitar is that after four years
it proved totally unworkable and we had to revert to a general
cadre with specialists in finance., Clearly, as I indicated in
my answer, we have taken seriously the recommendations of the
Public Accounts Committee and what we are trying to achieve are
the same results without a formalised Accounting Cadre.

HON P J ISOQLA:

Am I right then in thinking that the Government proposes to try
and have specialists in finance and accounting, make arrange-
ments to have specialists neét just in the Treasury but through-
out the whole spectrum of Government departments?

‘ HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Yes, Sir.
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| 25 3 80
NO. 30 OF 1980  ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

What steps will Government be taking to improve the role and
functions of the Audit Section in the light of the representa-
tions it has recelved from GGCA and its specialist adv;ser Mr
Jeiferson?

ANSWER
THE HON THE ATTORNEY~-GENERAL

Sir, the functlons of the Principal Auditor are prescribed by
section 70 of the Constitution. Supplemental provisions are
contained in other enactments, pr1n01pa11y the Public Finance
(Control and Audit) Act 1977. .

The GGCA has indicated orally to Government that it intends to
submit written representations on the staff structure of the
Audit office. As yet they have not been received. The Govern-
ment will consider them when they are submitted.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTTON NO. 30 OF 1980
HON J BOSSANO: -

Did the Government, in fact, not receive representatlons during
Mr Jefferson's visit to Glbraltar as to ways in which the
carrying out of the function of the Audit section could be
improved upon to bring’ 1t more 1ntu llne with United XKingdom
practice?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL'

So far as he advised the GGCA I think yes, the scope of what he‘
- advised them on went perhaps rather wider than the staff struc-—.
ture as such but alsc the manner in which work may be undertaken.
That, of .course, must remain within the ultimate confines that
the functions of the Audit office is. laid down constitutionally.
As I say, at this stage the fact that the representations are
going to be made has been intimated orally and written repres-
entations are awaited. :
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- 25 3 80
' NO.__3L OF 1980 .  ORAL

THE HON A T ILODDO

Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Medical and Health Services
say how many patients on average are making use of the
Physiotherapy Department weekly as compared to the same time
last year and how many qualified Physiotherapists are employed
at the moment?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, it could be quite misléading to compare
figures for a period of one week only or even longer periods.
However, for the first two months of 1979-1980 the relative
figures were 303 and 416 per week. Again these figures must
be related to time taken in the treatment of individual
patients as treatments can vary from 10 minutes to 45 minutes.

In answer to the second part there are two fully qualified
Physiotherapists in the Department. :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 31 OF 1980
HON A T LODDO: ' '

Mr Spesker, does the. Government intend taking .on any extra
"Physiotherapists in view of the fact that mors and more
patients are making use of this department of the hospital?

HON J B PEREZ: g

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government at this present moment of time
is 'satisfied that the current work load is adequately catered
for by the present two full-time Physiotherapists.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, yet with an inereasedworkload of 25% there 1s a
decrease in the staff of 33+%. Until some two months ago the
staff and the Physiotherapy Department was 3 qualified
Physiotherapists. Is the Government satisfied with this
state of affairs? ~ ' '

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think the Hon Member is wrong in saying
that there is one less Physiotherapist employed at the depart-
ment. The position was that in 1979 we had in fact two part-
timers and one full-time Physiotherapist and the position
today in 1980 is that we have two full-time Physiotherapists,
so therefore in 1979 there were two part-timers making one
body and now we have two full-timers which is two bodies. T
would repeat the answer to the first supplementary and that
is that Government is satisifed with the present situation.
However, I would say that should the workload increase we
shall look into the matter further.
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HON A T LODDO:

Mf“Speaker,"is the Government satisifed with the premises at
present occupied by the Physiotherapy Department?

MR SPEAKER: C ' S | : -

No, let us not expand on the question.

48



_ 25 3 80
NO. 2 OF 1980  ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, will Government state how many of the patients
given appointments by the ear, nose and throat specialist
‘during his last two visits to Gibraltar were private patients
and how many of the operations performed were not under the
Group Practice Medical Scheme?

ANSWER |
THE HON_THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, official records are not kept of private
patients seen by the visiting ENT Specialist but from inci=-
dental notes taken in the Department on his last visit he
saw 38 private patients and operated on 5 of these.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION;NO.jQ OF 1980

HON G T RESTANO: - 4 ?

Mr Speaker, the'Mlnlster says that records are not kept. 'May
I ask who,. in fact, makes the app01ntments for the pr:vate-
patients for the Specialist?

HON J B PEREZ

The appointments are made at the hospital.

HON G T RESTANO:

By hospital staff, presumably, Mr Speaker?

HON J B PEREZ:

Yes, 3ir.

HON G T RESTANO:

How is it, Mr Speaker, that there aren't any records kept if
members of the staff in Government employment are, in fact,
making these appointments?

HON J B PEREZ:

Because, Mr Speaker, these are private patients which are
seen by the ENT Specilalist and Government feels that we
would not be Jjustified in keeping records of private patients
nether would we be justified in disclosing information on
private patients seen by the ENT Specialist.

HON G T RESTANO:

Is this the real reason, Mr Speaker, why the information is

not made readily availlable because Government does not consider
that it is justified in making this information public? . '
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HON J B PEREZ:

‘No, Slr. I dld in my answcr to the question of’ the Hon Member
give flgures. :

MR SPEAKER

. Yes, 1nformat10n has been given.
HON G T RESTANO.

Approximate- figures.

MR SPEAKER:

To the extent that they are in a positioh io give the informe-
tion, they have supplied it.

HON P J ISOLA:

In view of the fact that the visits of the ear, nose and throat
Specialist are financed by the Government, isn't it extremely
relevant to Government policy on this that the Government should
know how many patients are seen by this gentleman during the
short time he is in Gibraltar who are private patients and how
many are Government patients Ffor the purpose of de01d1ng

(a) whether they should continue bringing him out- (b) in the
question of salary and remuneration that they pay and a lot of
other relevant factors? I would have_thought, Mr Speaker, that
it was extremely impcrtant that the Government should have
records of that especially if app01ntments are made by their
own staff, .

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I did say we keep no official records. I also
did say that Government does keep incidental notes on the
matter so in answer to the Hon Member I dld say 38 private
patients and in fact 5 operations.

MR SPEAKEER: :

What you are being asked now is a simple question. Since as a
matter of practlce the appointments are made by Government
officials in the department, do you feel that records should
be kept of these?

HON J B PEREZ: -

I have already said no, Sir.
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3,
HON P J ISOLA:

Would Government reconsider the position? Is this not rather
alarming that a person who is brought to Gibraltar by the
Government out of tax payers money and for whom private
appointments are made at the hospital, that the Government has
no official records of the work done by this gentleman or how
the workload is split between private patients and Government
patients, is this not a matiter of concern to the Government?

HON J B PEREZ:

Sir, my answer to the first part of the guestion is once again
no, Sir. May I, however, point out that general patients are
not excluded from treatment in the interest of private patients.
In fact, the procedure is that no private patient can be seen
until all general patients are se€en by the Sp801a11st.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, can 1 ask the Minister who seems to have the infor- -
mation there, how many patients altogether are seen by the
Specialist when he comes to Gibraltar and how long are his
visits in Gibraltar? :

HON J B PEREZ'

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have already glven flgures for the private
patlents. During the Specialist's last visit to Gibraltar he
saw 51 non-private patients and he carried out 15 operaticns.

HON G T RESTANO:

My question did say, Mr Speaker, during his last two visits.
I have had the information for one v181t, not the previous one.

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, Sir, that is why in the answer to the question I
said that we do not keep official records and therefore I was
not able to find the incidental notes with reference to the
ENT Specialist's previous visit, the only information I can
give to this House is relating to the last visit.

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, this 1is rather 1mportant is the Minister telling
the House that his department doesn't know the number of
private patients that were seen by the Government adviser on
ear, nose and throat two VlSltS ago, is this the position?

HON J B PEREZ:
Yes, Sir.

HON P J ISOLA:
Good lord.

MR SPEAKER:

Next qguestione. o1



- 25 .3 80
NO. 3% OF 1980 . ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government now amend the appropriate legislation .(Educa-
tion Ordinance of 1974 Part X Health Section 55(1)) in order -
to allow children in private schools to have free dental
service? '

ANSWER

et action vy

. THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education)

No Sir.
The House is owed an explanation.

When this matter was raised by the Hon and Gallant Major
Peliza in December, 1978, I was advised, and so informed
the House, that children in private schools are not covered
by Section 55(1) of the Eudcation Ordinance which provides
that the Director of Education may arrange, insofar as re-
sources permit, for free dental and ophthalmic treatment to
be made available to pupils in attendance at Government
schools. This is correct. What was overlooked, and has
now been brought to my notice, is that, under Section 35 of
the Ordinance, authority can be given, by order, for the
provisions of the Ordinance relating to medical inspection
and treatment of pupils to apply, with -such modification as
may be prescribed by such order, to all independent schools
.as if they were Government schools.

It is not therefore necessary to amend the Ordinance in order
to provide a free dental service to children in private schools
and I apologise for inadvertently misleading the House on the
last occasion this matter was raised.

Those Hon Members who followed our election campaign closely
- will recall that my Hon and Learned Friend the Chief Minister
committed himself to looking into this matter. In fulfilling,
as we invariably do, our election pledges, I can now inform
the House that the necessary steps are being taken to make an
order providing for a free dental service to all children in
private schools. '

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 33 OF 1980
HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, may I Jjust ask why it is that now the orde? is
going to be made and why was it not made when the original

question was asked?
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! _ ' 2
MR SPEAKER:
You have been told in the answer. They misread the Education
Ordinance, they thought they needed special legislation, they
oW realise they can do it by regulation and this is what they
are-going to do. '

A
i

HON G T RESTANO: @ °

Yes, but wuny didn't they do it by regulation then, Mr Speaker?

MR SPEAKER:

Because they misread the Bducation Ordinancee. They have
apologised. :

HON G T RESTANO: -

But, Mr Speaker, at the time it was suggested to the Government
to amend the legislation and they said that in principle they
would not. Why then did they refuse to amend the legislation
and now they are prepared to put in an order. It really makes
no difference whether it is an order or an Ordinance. _

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

It was in aiming to fulfil our pledge that we would give this

~ necessary treatment that the whole matter was looked at afresh

and the previous oversight of Section 35 in the Ordinance was
dilscovered.

HON P J ISOIA:

"What my Hon Friend is asking is not the question of legislation,

what he is asking really is if this is thought to be a good
thing why wasn't it put right in December, 1978, and not now
just after an election? That is what I think he is asking.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Because we have had second thoughts and we are improving on
the past situation. , ' :

HON P J.1ISOIA:

May I, Sir, congratulate the Goveranment in fulfilling a promise
given in "Facé the Public" by the Hon the Chief Minister to one
of the questioning members of the public and may I express the

hope that the same commitment that he gave o « « » o«

MR SPEAKER:

w

Order, Mr Isola, we are making speeches. Next guestion.
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25 380

‘N0, 3L OF 1980 - ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO |

. Will Government be making provision for a separate identifiable
budgﬂt for library books and other learning material for the
nursing school in the financial year 1980/81¢%

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HRAITH SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is normal practice for the Principal Tutor
to request the provision of books and other learning material
for the Nurses Training School and his requirements have in-
variably been met in full. These bids are itemised depart-
mentally within the relevant subhead of expenditure.,

_ SUPPLLMENTARY TO QUFSTION NO, 3LOF 1980

HON J BOSSANO:

Does this mean, Mr Speaker, that the Government does not propose
to provide for a separate 1dent1f1able budget?

MR SPEAKER:

- Next question.
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NC, 35 OF 1980 . ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Will Government consider the possibility of modernising the
Mateérnity Department at St Bernard's Hospital?

AV3WER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES:

Mr Speaker, Sir, this question is under consideration in
connection with the 1981 Development Programme. '
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| | | 25 3 80
NO. 36 OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Will Government be making provision in the coming estimates of
Expenditure for improvement iIn the amenities for nursing staff
at the Health Centre? '

A}

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEATTH SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, this matter was raised very recently by a
‘representative of the Nurses Section of the T & ¢ W U and is
currently being considered. If it is agreed that certain
improvements should be carried out every effort will be made
to seek the necessary funds.
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R | 25 3 80
NO. _37 OF 1980 ORAL

" PHE HON G T RESTANO

Wlll Government now mako avallable the 1976 Preece, Cardew and -
Rider Report on power requlrements?

ANSWER |
| THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTHR S

No, Sir.

R ]
The report contalns advice and comment on the development of
electric power and water supplies up to the year 2000. The
information in the report affects Governmént policies on the
priorities to be established in development programme as well
as the Government's financial policies, 1nclud1ng not only
capital expenditure but forecasts of possible increases in
the revenue to be obtained from the supply of electricity,
and hence also Government budgetary policies. The report
must therefore remain confidential to the Government as long
as it considers this to be necessary.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION ‘NO. 37 OF 1980
HON © J ISOIA: | i

Sir, as the Hon the Chief Minister has mentioned the year 2000,
will he tske into consideration as to-when to release this re-
port the ‘fact that there could be a change of Government before
the year 2000 and that other people in the House elected by the
people of Gibraltar are entitled to know what are the problems
facing Gibraltar as regards power for the year and that it is

wrong for the Government to keep this a closely guarded secret9

HON CHIEF MINIST?R‘

In the tnlikely evert of the Opposition being able in the year
2000 or before that to persuade the electorate that it is fit
to take office, the report would still be relevant and they
would have the opportunity of reading it then. The Government
obtains advice on many matters from Consultants, its own
officials and departments and other sources. Consideration
of advice is an 1nterna1 process and whilst the Government is
answerable for its own actions and decisions, it is under no
. obligation to disclose the advice it has recelve from any
source, nor to say whether or not it has accepted or reaected
any such advice., As I have already announced, I intend in due
course to approach those on the Opposition bench on the ques-
tion of a possible adopiion.of a Committee system. Clearly
under such a system reports.of this nature would be available
to Members of the Opposition serving on a departmental Committee.
_ Under the present system the Government must remain free to
decide in each particular case whether or not it will dlsclose
such matters to the Opposition. .
e - : ' ~

e
e
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HON P’ J ISOLA:

Sir, is the Hon and Learned Chief Minister awsare that in the
course of debate on power development and indeed in answers to
questions, Ministers on that side of the House constantly refer
to the Preece, Cardew and Rider report and is he not aware that
urder Parliamentary nractlce in the United Kingdom it i3 not
considered proper to refer to reports that have not been laid

“on the table and that it is. 1mpossib¢e for the Opposition to

take a constructlve s & ¢ o @ ' .
MR SPEAKER:

Order., That is not correct. The parliamentary practice is.
that you must not guote from a report.

HON P J ISOIA:

I know the Hon the Chief Minister will rely on technicalities
but does he consider it fair, Mr Speaker, to this House and to

the people of Gibraltar that a report of such 1mportance and

which is constantly referred to by the Government in debate in
this House, should not be made available to the Oppcsition so
that they can take what I am sure the Government would like us
to take, a constructive approach to power developmﬁnt to the
year 20009

HON CHIEZF MINISTER:

We hope that Members of my Party wiii'cohtinue to be here by
- the year 2000 to continue giving the necessary advice.

" HON P J ISOLA:

Thét looks a bit dodgy now, Mr Speaker, judging from the last
election results. .

HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, would Government consider. revealing that part of the
report which is already outdated, 11ke earlier recommendations
which are no longer effective?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, for the same reason and an additional one and that is that’
there have been further reports updating the matter and it
would not be fair to look at one part of the report without
looking at the others and the whole of them are still under
consideration by Governmentﬁ 
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_ 25 3 80
- . NO. 38 OF 1980. ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Is Government aware of the frequent leakages occurring at the

water tank situated on the south side of the Electricity

Generaﬁing Station adjacent to the USOC Hockey_Pitch? :
ANSWER

. THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Sir, no water tank on the South Station leaks since these were
internally coated with glass~fibre products a few years ago.
It is likely that the Hon Member is referring to sea-water
overflowing when one of the header tanks is being filled
‘shortly after an engine has either started or stopped. This
may occur for a few minutes until flow rates are stabilised.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 38 OF 1980
HON W T SCOTT: |

Is the Government aware that it does not occur for a few
minutes. I have seen it myself at weekends at USOC Hockey
pitch and it goes on for at least half an hour. I have

seen this on a distinct number of occasions. It constitutes
an eyesore. : ' :

HON DR R G VALARINO:

-8ir, I would like to answer this question in various parts.
First of all, the City Electrical Engineer and the Deputy
City Electrical Engineer have inspected the area thorocughly

- ‘and anyway this area is manned on. a regular basis and no -
report of any leakage has been received from the men.

- Secondly, rain water can accumulate somewhere in the Bastion-
structure which drips through one of the weep-holes and this
could be anywhere on the southern side of the Station. This
may account for the water you have seen. Thirdly, the fact
that we overfill the engines to some extent, this is in order
to ensure that the engine does not run short of water.
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| 25 3 80
T NO. 39 OF 1980° ~ ORAL
THE _HON A J HAYNES

Sir, in view of the problems Tacing the.public with the current
power cuts, will Government assign an officlal to a particular
telephone to whom the pub]lc may address themselves for their

1nqu1r1es9 . “

. ANSWER S
’.THF HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Sir, normaily a round-the-010ek service to answer consumers'
service calls and enquiries is already provided at the Gene-
rating Station. Additionally when power cuts are expected,
_in order to minimise inconvenience to the public, GBC radio
"and television are asked to co-operate by relaying informg=
tion. To assign an official to a particular telephone would
probably result in that line being contlnuouely jammed by in-
coming ca1¢s. i

_SUPPLEMENTARY TO _QUESTION NO. 39 OF_1980

HON A J HAYNES:

S§ir, is the Minister not aware that the vast majority of the.
people of Gibraltar are unaware as to the exact time of the
next power cut and as such they have difficulties with cooking
and so forth? I ssk therefore if the Minister would not be pre-
pared to accept in pr1n01p1e any measure to facilitate the -
public at large in their inquiries as to the exact time of
power cuts?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Sir, we d6 that. In fact, as I have saild in answer to the
question, they can ring the Generating Station and we do
contact GBC radio and television and ask them to co-operate
by relaying information. Unfortunately, it is very difficult
to estimate when it 1s necessary to shut down an engins
immediately and this is probably what the Hon Member is
referring to. If the Hon Member would care to read my
lengthy statement to the House which I made at the last
meeting of the last House of Assembly, he will realise that
a comprehensive and full answer was glven by me to this par-
ticular questlono -

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, what is really being asked is that on occasions
. when there are power cuts there should be a telephone number
which people can ring. May I tell the Minister that the
number, which is 5957, in the Generating Station, during the
recent power cuts one either got the engaged slgnal or when
one actually rang and the telephone was ringing one did not
get a reply and this .was my experience and the experience of
a lot of people and what the gquestion is really asking, Mr
Speaker, is that on such occasions somebody, possibly in the
Secretariat, should be sxttlng there to answer the public's
“inquiries and not be running away from them.
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Mk SPEAKER:

The answer to that one has been that if such a service were +0
be given that the same thing would happen, that it would be
engagged and that no service would be given., That is what has

" Dbeen said.

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, may I say, and it is my own personal experience and
people to whom I have talked, who rang this number and got the
dialling tone, they got no reply. What the Opposition is
suggesting is that in a time of power cuts we know how busy
everybody in the Generating Station must be and what we say is
that there should be a sort of command post in the Secretariat
which gets the information from the Generating Station and
gives it to the public who are entitled to know.

HON DR R G VALARINO

&1r, if I may answer that questlon. The command post can never
be in the Secretariat, the command post must be in the switch-
board because they are the ones who know what is going on.
This is why the number 5957 goes directly to the switchboard
and they are able to answer. Unfortunately, a lot of people
ring up and this particuler number very often is engaged.
Similarly, if we put a man there just to answer the phone
exactly the same procedure would happen and the lines would
continuously be jammed and the public would unfortunately not
be kept informed. We do notify GBC radio and.television as
soon as possible., : Co
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. 25 3 80
NO. 4O OF 1980, ~ ORAL

.. THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government make & comprehensive statement on the state .of
the engines at the Generating Station and the full reasons for
the extensive periods of power cuts that have been experlenced
throughout Gibraltar recentLy? : .

ANQWFR

THE HON THE NINIuTER FOR MUNICIPAL SFRVICVS

" 8ir, the reason for the power:cuts have already been given wide
publicity by the information media from the various Government
communiques durlng the period in question.

At the-time of preparatlon of this questlon, with the exceptlon
of two small engines in the South engine. room, the remalnlng
five sets were at present in service,

In the north station, at King's Bastion South engine No 9 is
undergoing its regular major overhaul. There have been problems
.with the foundation of this engine as reported in previous meetings
of the. House., However, recently core samples have been extracted
and these indicate that the concrete is very sound and there is no
evidence of deep oil penetration. It is therefore considered that
remedial works similar to those carried out recently on No 12 will
" be possible with the engine in situ. This work will follow o6
directly after the overhaul is ﬂomnleted, ) -

‘Engines FNos 10 and 12 are in service and Were recently inspected.
These inspections established that the engines were in good
working order. Engine No 12 will require to have the, torsional
"damper wheel changed as part of normal maintenance at an appro-
priate moment., -

There are no major problems envisaged with engine No 13. On the
advice of the manufacturers all the big end bearings had to have
their shells replaced follow1ng their introduction of a re-
designed type. : ' )

As announced recently Engine No 1l sustained a fallure of its
crankshaft and the matter is being investigated with the manu-
facturers as to the best possible means of restoring this engine.

'SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QUESTION NO. LO OF 1980
HON G T RESTANO: )

Mr Speaker, I would still like to know the full reasons for the
power cuts.. Whether the Government had 'press releases or not,

a release in the local press is, I think, neither here nor there,
we certainly on the Opposition have never received any of those
press releases, so I would like to have in this House an answer
to that guestion. ~




HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker,; is is obvious to anyone that the problems with the
power cuts arose as a result of maintenance of No 13 and No 9
engine combined with the breakdown of No 1l engine and, in fact,
in the press release which was given out on the 12th March, 1980,
‘regarding the situation at the Génerating Station, this was amply
covered as well as further press releases dealing with the pro-
blems at the Genersating Station. Therefore, the fact that pcwer
cuts have occurred are really due to the fact that whilst two

engines were being overhauled we had the unfortunate experience
tbat No 11 englne developed a braken crankshaft,

HON G T RLQTANO

Mr Speaksr, was it entirely and exclusively due to the breaking
down of the engines that there were power cuts? . A

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker,‘i have already, I th*nk, answered this question. 1t
is not only No 11 engine, it is the fact that two englnes were
being overhauled at the same time.

i

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister, is there any truth in the
statement made by the Resident 0fficer of the Transport and
General Workers' iUnion at the time in which he said that the
engincs had been overworked, had been overloaded, and that
the real reason for power cuts was the lack of capacity at
the Station. Is that all wrong, can the Minister tell us
-that? ' : ’ :

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I belleve that I have answered that queetlon pre-
viously regarding the capacity of the engines at King's Bastion
Northe I did that at the last meeting of the House and I said
that the capacity at King's Bastion North was-adequate for the
needs of Glbfaltar. _

- HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member has not answered my question which
is, is there any truth in the statement made by the Resident
Officer of the Transport and General Workers' Union in rela-
tion to the reasons for the power cuts? Has the Government
got a view on this? ‘ .
MR SPEAKER: _ >

wy

The answer has been no, there is sufficient capacity. The
reasons given are the breakdown of one engine whilst two were
being overhauled.
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HON P J ISOLA

Is the Minister then saying that there isn't any truth in the
statement made by the Resident Officer of the -ranspovt and
General Workers' Union%

HON DR R GVVALARINO:

Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member would care to read'press releases,
Mr Netto's contribution to this affair was denied publicly and
the answer to that is no.

HON G T RESTANO:

What were the ressons for any industrial problems? “

MR SPEAKER:

No, next qguestion.
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25 3 80

NO. Ul OF 1980° ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government state, month by month, how much electrlclty haS
been either purchased or borrowed from ‘the MOD from September,
1976, to Februdry, J980¢ .

ANSWER

THE HON THE NINISTER FOR MUNICIPATL SWRVTC“S

M»r Speaker, yes and no. For reasons of ddmnnistratlve gase, tbe
transfer of electric power between the Gibraltar Government and
Ministry of Defence is reconciled on a quarterly basis, and I

- will give these instead of monthly figures. The position since
-the beginning of October 1976 has been as follows:-

UNITS

UNITS .
QUARTER %¥38§§ED %%PgﬁgED " BALANCE DURING QUARTER
GOvVD - GOVT -
L/76 223,171 199,345 23,826 in favour of MOD
1/77 58,070 506,600 . 77,470 - v -
2/77 312,940 272,878 40,052° - - -
377 46,958 1l,99L 31,964 - " -
L/77 159,616 40,828 118,788 - i -
1/78 24,871 47,078 197,793 - w =
2/78 187,805 560,245 372,L40 - Y. of Gib Govt
- 3/78 1,677,374 110,987 1,566,387 = *  of MOD
L/78 377,022 97,055 79,967 - " -
1/79 396,068 587,597 191,529 - " .of Gib Govt
2/79 86,020 158,944 72,924 - " -
/79 568,715 322,957 245,758 - " of MOD
L/79 280,026 99,885 280,141 - " -

As at 31 December 1979 the balance stood at 2,072,809 KWH in
favour of the MOD, this amounts to app10x1mately 1 23% of the
eWectrlclty generated at King's Bastion during the same period.
Payment in cash has been effected for 1,900, OOO KWH in accord-
ance with a negotiated agreement.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., Ll OF 1980
HON P J ISOIA: s

What was the amount involved there, can the Minister say?
What was the payment effected?

HON DR R G VALARINO‘

In Iacu, we did vote it in the House, 1t was £62 2&0 and this
was pald in three stages. -
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HONW P J ISOLA:

Thatl was the first time that the Gibraltar Governmenﬁ repaid the
MOD for electricity in cash rather than in kind, is that so?
HON PR R @G VALARINO

- Mr Speaker, that 'is S0, We did pay the MOD in cash this time
and not in kind. : -

HON P J ISOLA:‘

: Speaker, does that not indicate that there is, in fact, a
lack of generating capacity in the Generating Station and that
there is some truth « « ¢ o

MR QPDAKER

No, we are not going back on a questWOn which has been answered.
I know you are going to ask whether there is scme truth in What
Mr Netto has said,

HON P J. ISOLA:

Precisely, Mr Speaker. How can the Minister in these circum-
stances say, in answer to the nrev1ous gquestion, that the
statement of the Resident Officer of the Transport and General
Workers' Union in this regard was wrong?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I have already said that the statement of lir Jose
..Netto was wrong. I would like to add that about three—quarter
of the units due to the MOD date from the 3rd Quarters of 1978
when. No 13 engine was out of commissicn for a major overhaul .

and replacsmenu of all connecting rods and No 10 engine was
out of commission whilst the foundation was beilng rebullt.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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| » 25 3 80
NO. Auz OF 1980 S " ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, will Government make & Gompreheﬁsive statement on the
proposed purchase of a five megawatt generator?-

ANSWER

_THE HON THE MINTSTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Sir, acting on the advice of our Consultants, the five megwatt
generator which Government proposes to purchase will be in-

" stalled as the first unit in the. new power statlon at No b
dJetty.

A unit of this size cannot and in any case should not be in-~
stalled at King's Bastion and it is economically and environ-
mentally logical that it should go on the new site.

Preece, Cardew and Rider in consultation with engine suppliers
are satisfied that it is feasible to have such a set.in opera-
tion by the winter of next year, as was stated in the Chief
Minister's recent statement on the subjecte. :

Three engineers from Preece, Cardew and Rider visited Gibraltar
for several days a fortnight ago, when extensive discussions
were held with officials of the .Government.

Preece, Cardew and Rider have now been appointed as Consultants
for the prcjec1 -and it is expected that tender documents can be
-prepared in time to meet the programme°

The CEE will be holding a further meeting with DPeece, Cardew
and Rlder in London next week.

It will be clear to everyone that until desligns are completed
nothing more comprphen81ve can be saild at thls Suage.~ S

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L2 OF. 1980
HON P J ISOLA: |

Mr.Speaker, can the Minister explain the reason for a slippage
of 6 months on the installation of a new generator as announced
by the Chief Minister, not on February 28th in this House but
on October 3lst in this House? Can the Minister explain for
the slippage of 6 months which his statement that it would be
installed by the winter of 1981 implied? . :

HON DR R G- VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I think the Hon Member has got his facts confused.
There is no slippage and in answer to his gquestion I have
stated - he mentions winter 1981/82 - and I have said that
Preece, Cardew and Rider in consultation with engine sunpllers
are satisfied that it is feasible to have such a set in opera-
tion by the winter of next year, this is 1981/82, as was stated
in the Chief Minister's recent statement on the subject, there-
fore, there is no slippage at all.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Cen I ask the Minister if he does not recall that the Hon and
Learned Chief Minister said in this House, on the motion for

the adjournment on October the 3lst, 1979, that he had con-
sulted with the departmental officers of the Engineer's'depart—
ment and that a 5-megwatt generator would be in operation within
18 months which brings us, Mr Speaker, to April of, 1981, and not
the winter of, 1981, will the Minister agree that to ‘be a facoc?
Perhaps I could refresh the memory of the Kinister as to what he
said in thlu House on December 5th 1979,

HON DR R G VALARINO

Mr Speaker, I malntaln that there is no slippage. Work has
started and, in fact, there is a motion coming up on this parti-
cular subject. work is progressing on the preparation of docu-
ments, site investigations, etc, and this engine will be in
commission by the winter of 1981.

MR SPEAKER:

You are being asked a 81mple questlon. Can you reconcile your
statement now that it is going to be ready by the winter of.
1981 with the statement made by the Chief Minister that it
should be ready by April, 1981 it is as simple as that.

HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Minister answer that question before I remind him of
what he saild on December 5th, 1979, in this House, categorically?®

HON DR R G VALARINO:

I beg your pardon, Mr Speaker, could you repeat what you Just
sald? .

MR SPEAKER:

What you are being asked is that the Chief Minister made a state-
ment in this House in October 1979 to the effect that this new
generator would be installed by April, 198l. You are now saying
it will not be operational until October 1981. Can you explain
the difference in time?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, that is a difficult question to answer because
different manufacturers have got different times of delivery.
Some of them can quote delivery within 12 months, others can
quote within 18 months and what we want to do, since we have
decided and it is a matter of policy to start a new Generating
Station, we have decided to go the whole hog and make sure we
have enough power for Gibraltar for the future.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

"There is a motion about the future gnd I will make a statement
then. I am not prepared to gct‘involved in question time.

HON P J IS0IA:

Mr Speaker, I dld ask for a comprehensive statement and I would
have thought that in the c¢omprehensive statement the House would
have been told the reasons for the slippage from 18 months to 2
years of what the Chief Minister said in the House. I must ask.
the Minister for Municipal Serviceswhether he still stands by
what he said in this House on December 5th in answer to Question:
No 195 of 1979 in which he told the House that three manu-
facturing companies had been to Gibraltar already and we asked
what time linits these companies had given and the Minister
answered: “"Yes, Mr Speaker, in fact, all of them have and the
time concerned i1s all within the time mentioned by the Chief
Minister in his statement to the House st the last meeting."
And when he was gquestioned further, Mr Speaker, and there is a
lot I can remind him of, a lot of things he saild there, but if
I may go to my last supplementary which said: "So the Minister
ls confident that within 18 months we will have this HS-megawatt
generator and he confirms and assures the House that we shall
have it,; is that the position?" The Minister answered: "The
Minister is not only confident, he gives the House every assur-
ance that you will have one." Can I ask the Minister what sort
of assurances 1is he now giving, are they the assurances of the
Chief Minister who « « o o+ &

MR SPEAKER:

"Order, I will not have a question which 1s going to last seven
mlnuteu, that is maklng a statement. -

HON P Jd ISOLA:

Can I ask a simple questloﬂ, is the Mlnlster for Municipal A
Servicesconfirming in his statement in this House the state-
ment made by the Chief Minister on October 3lst, 1979, or the
statement made by the Chief Minister in this House on February
28th, 1980, which of the two statements is he confirming be-
eause there are six months dlfference between them?

HON DR R G VALARIKO:

Mr Speaker, in the mounting, design and commissioning of an
engine this 1s something which does always take time. There-
fore, it 1s not as easy as juut'putting a car in No 5 jetty.
This requires some. thought, it requires a great deal of work.
If the Hon Member cares to call it silppage for publicity pur-
poses as he usually does the fact that he is not electioneering
now probably tends to tone him down slightly but I have saild
that we are proceeding with a new Generating Station and this
is what we aim to do, we shall have an cngine by the winter of
1981/82, and this is exactly what I have said in the answer to
the question. The fact -that 18 months was said, 18 months can

take anything up to settling down the engine but the commi-
S%lonlng of an engine could takc some €xt ra time.
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ME SPEAKER:

Next question. We are going to debate this matter and I will
allow no further questions. ' v

HON P J ISOLA:

Can I give notice that I am thoroughly dissatisfied with the
answer and I shall raise . this matter on the motion for the
adjournment notwithstanding there is a substantive motions

MR SPEAKER:

Most certainly.
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NO. 4% OF 1980 | ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Will Government state how many"épplicants are on the waiting .
list to have new telephones installed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICITAL SERVICES

Mr Speaker, at the time the ansWer was prepared there were
_approximately 500 applicants on the waiting list.

I have checked today and the number of applicants is 490.

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QUESTION NO, L3 OF 1980

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Could the Minister state how long will it take, on average,
for a subscriber to get a telephone installed?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, this really depends on the avallability of cables
because in some districts we have no cables and we have been
unable to lay new telephones because of this particular faulte.
One of the areas in which this arises is meinly Catalan Bay
where we have some applicants dating back as far as 1976. I

am glad to say that the cable in Catalan Bay has been installed,
the last section was laid only last week and subscribers are
_expected to be connected as soon as distribution cables are
completed,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

How many subscribers will that involve?
HON DR R G VALARINO:

We have 21 subscribers’in Catalan Bay.
EON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

So really when the Minister is talking about difficulty with
cables it appears to me that there are only 20 affected in
that respect or are there other areas which he could specify?

HON DR R G VALARING:

Yes, Mr Speaker, this is one area which I mentioned as an
eXample. There are obviously other areas which are similarly
affected. We are alsc laying down some development cables,
this is what we have done in Catalan Bay, and I am hopeful
that during the coming summer months when the maintenance and
repair of lines will go down because of the good weather, we
shall be able to put in 'a higher number of telephones that we
have been able to put in during the winter months where most
of the men have been engaged in repairing existing linese.
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BON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, would the Minister say'that in fact the delay of all
the 400 are due to the cables, if not, how many are due because
there 1s not enough‘staff to connect them”

HON DR R G VALARINO:

The fact is that we do have some shortege of staff., There are
three parts in the Telephone Department which must go hand in
harid. PFirst of all is the replacement of cable programme that
we have alreddy started and this is progressing at a very, very
satisfactory rates In fact, wc have cut down the number of
cable faults by 85% in the last yesar. On the other hand there
are telephone .installations which we have-to do and we have to
repair telephones. The other problem which also gives us quilte
a lot of work is telephone transfers from people who move from
‘one home to another home and this year we have done about 300..,

MR SPEAKER:

-

We are not going to review the whole of the work of the depart-—
ment. The question you have been asked is, how long does it
take for a new telephone to be installed? 1t is as simple as
that and we do not want to expand beyond the scope of the
guestions

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Spesgker, for a new telephone 1o bé installed it certainly
depends on the area. We give priority to certain cases, medical
cases, business applications and certain Government organisations.

ﬁON,MAJOR R J PELIZA:

- How lohg.afe those 500 people who are still on the Waiting list
Jikely to wait, any idea at all?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, we hope to 1nsfaﬂ.between 320 to 350 telephones in
the comlng year.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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. : . : ' o 25 3 80

NO. Ll OF 1980 © ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO |

Has the report of the British Post Office Consultants on the
introduction of International Subscriber Diglling been received?

" ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

The report  of the British Post Office Consultants has not yet
been received. The report is expected at the end of March.
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No. - L5 OF 1980 = ORAL

PSP

THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government state how many of the telephone o1lé& type lead
main, cables remain, what areas they serV1ce and the estimated
programme for- thelr replacement?

- ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER TOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

There are 30 lead type main cables still in service. These
cables serve all over Gibraltar. .

It is envisaged that another five lead cables will be replaced
during -the next financial year, serving malnly the upper and
lower town areas.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L5 OF 1980

HON G T RESTANO:

K}

Mr Speaker, why only five main cables to be repaued in twejve
months, cannot more be repaired?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

‘Mr Speaker, in answer to a previous question I said that this
was a gradual replacement of telephone cables and I said that
we would substitute sbout five cables a year, therefore, taking
about 6 years in the complete replacement of the cable prog-
ramme . '

HON G T RESTANO:

- That doesn't answer my question, Mr Speaker, my questlon is why
cannot more be done in one year?

MR SPEAKER:

The answer given is that it is a gradual process and they have
scheduled to change five cables a year. Next question.
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25 3 .80

NO. ‘L6 OF 1980 | ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO '

Can Government state how many public telephone ques there are
and bow many of these are in working order?

| ANSWER
THES HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

There are 21 Public Telephone Boxes in Gibraltar. Eight of
these are in working order. .

SUPPLEMFNTARY 1O QUESTION NO, M6 OF 1980

HON J BOSSANO.

Does the Government think we need 21 Public Telephone Boxes,
- Mr Speaker?

HON DR R G VALARINO: )
Mr Speaker, no, I do not think we need 21 Public Telephone.
Boxes in Gibraltar. Unfortunately these Public Telephone
Boxes are extremely prone to vandalism and the policy of the
department is to introduce the new electronic type of coin
box which is suitable for international calls to be made via
‘the operator and install them at sultable places where they
can be looked after, places like the Health Centre, the
‘Hospiltal, the Alirport etc where they will be of great use,
It is also thought that some of the Telephone Boxes could
well be resited in places where they will not be prone to
such vandalism and we hope that we can get the help of the
Tenants' Associations as well in this regard.

HON J BOSSANO:
Do I take it, Mr Speaker, that the Government will be doing
something shortly to put the ones that .are not operational

in working order or else do away with them because theré
seems to be no point in having unused and unusable ones?
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| NO. |47 OF 1980 . ORAL

THE_HON A T _LODDO

Has Government received any reply from Her Majésty’s vaernment
on the question of tultion fees to be paid by our students in
" the UK as from September, 1960°%

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIG WORKS
(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education)

"No Sir.

- SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L7 -0F 1980
HON A T LODDO:
_ Mr Speaker, what does the Minister propose to do about that?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE: | ' |

Sir, the matter was raised by the Chief Minister on February
20th. The matter was picked up by the Education Department
from articles  which appeared in the United Kingdom Press on
2nd November; 1979, following the publication of the Govern=-
- ment's White Paper on Public Expenditure on lst November, 1979.
_The financial implications as it would affect Gibraltar were
~ then looked at by the Department of Education. A detailed
memorandum was then sent to the Financial and Development
- Secretary on 18th December, ‘1979, and a paper for Council of
. Ministers on 16th January, 1980, and again on 6th February,
1980, when it was agreed that the Chief Minister should make
representations to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. This
was done on 20th February, 1980, and as I have already stated
no reply has yet been forthcominge. .
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NO. 48 OF 1980 - " ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, has Government yet engaged a play-leader and if so
-when can he be expected to arrive and furthermore has the post
of trainee play—leader been advertised?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(In the absence of the Hon the Mlnlster for Education)

Slr Mr Colin James Hooker, formerly an Adventure Playground
Leader with Crawley Borough Council at Furnace Green Adventure
Playground has been engaged and is expected to arrive in
Gibraltar on 25 April, 1980.

The post of Trainee Youth and Communlty Worker will be adver-
tised shortly with a view to an appointment being made in
“early May. Part of his duties only will be asseociated with
the Adventure Playground.
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NO. L9 OF 1980 - ORAL
PHEE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, would Government be prepared'to extend the use of
the Government Nursery at Hargraves toc all working mothers
under the same condltlons regardless of who their employers
'are‘P _

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education)

Sir, the Government Nursery already accommodates children of
working mothers irrespective of whom their employer may be. -
At the present time there are 34 children on roll at the
Government Nursery of which 14 attend on a full-day basis,

12 for mornings only and 8 for afternoons only. The mothers
of 20 of these children are employed by Gibraltar Government,
5 other mothers are employed by MOD. and 9 are empleyed in the
private sector. .
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NO. 50 OF 1980  ORAL

CTHE HON A T LODDO

Why were perfectly sound reinforced quarter inch glass panes
replaced by plywood boarding external doors and w1ndows in
Notre Dame School?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS
ﬂln'the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education)

Only glass panes below approximately 4 £t above floor level
have been replaced by plywood boarding at Notre Dame School.
This has been done as a safety measure in a situation where
small children could quite easily injure themselves if the
glass panes were to be broken accidentally. The plywood .
bogrding has yet to be painted and it is intended that this
will be done as part of the palntwng programme during the
coming summer.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 50 OF 1980

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, why were they put in in the first place and have
been there for 6 years? Wasn't the danger there then?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

It has become considered as a recognised possible point of
danger to have any glass below 4 ft from the floor and pro-
gressively in all schools where there is such glass it will .
be replaced.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, why were the glass panes, once removed, left
lying around on the ground for months until they had to be
collected by the caretaker? Some of them were smashed.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

I am not aware of that but I will look into it.
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NO. 5i OF 1980 o " ORAL
THE -HON A T LODDO ’

Can Government say whether all school children who enjoy’Sub4
sidised bus fares are allowed the same subsidy?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FCR PUBLIC WORKS
(In the absence of the Hon thé Minister for Education)

At the present time all children who are entitled to subsidised

" bus Tares do not enjoy the same subsidy. It was decided last

year that the existing transport arrangements be rationalised on
the basis of a 50% subsidy to meet the requirements of all children
from Varyl Regg who need to attend Bishop Fitzgerald Middle School
during the first two years of the Middle School age range, all
children from the North Gorge and sponsored children who attend

St Christopher's Schoonl. In addition it was agreed that the 25%
subsidy currently enjoyed by boys of secondary age living south
.of a line from the bottom of Witham's Road to the Casino should
continue but be increased to 50% as soon as financial resources

" permit. In the case of Catalan Bay currently a bus is hired at
the expense of Government for the 40 children or so who attend
Middle and Secondary Schools in the town.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 51 OF 1980

HON P J ISOILA:

Sir, is the position then that some children receive full sub-
sidy and others only receive half, is that the position?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE

No, Sir, some children receive 50%, some get 25% who are going

to be increased to 50% as soon as possible, and Catalan Bay

gets 100%.

HON P J ISOLA:

That is what I mean, Sir, the position will be that some school
children will receive 50% and others WLll receive 100%., Why is
that?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

The question of the Catalan Bay who get 100%, this is a historical
situation, they have acguired rights and the intention w1ll be some
time in the future to phase it down to the 50% rate.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, how does one acquire such rights?
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HON M h FWA HERSTONE

Th1s has been done to my knowledge for at least the last 20
years, since the William's Way Tunnel had to be used.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, does that mean that in 20 years time the other
~school children will also enjoyv a 100% subsidy?

HON M XK FEATHERSTONE:

On condition that there is a landslide like the one near
William's Way, it might be considered, yes.

HON G T RESTANO: _
Mr-Speaker, when will the phasing down be done of the 100%%
HON M K FEATHERSTONE

One would hope that this will be done slowly but possibly
starting in the next financial year or so?

HON G T RESTANO;

In what.manner will this be done?

HON M X FZATHERSTONE:

The new people coming in will probably be only given the 50%

subsidy until those who have the 100% have gone away with
natural wastage having grown ou% of their school life.
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NO. 52 OF 1980 - " ORAL

 THE HON A T L1ODDO

Why do student teachers, after quallfylng, not get pald until

-they start work.in the Autumn term?

R ANSWER

A -THE,HON THE. MINISTER_FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education)

N " .

In accordance with conditions of service applicable to teachers
in-the UK all newly tralned ‘teachers, where they are offered -
teaching appointments by local education authorities, are
appointed with. effect from the beginning of the academic year
following the completion of their training courses. In keeping
with UK practice it Was’agreed in 1978 that the same conditions
of service should apply in Gibraltar. The incremental date for

: all newly app01nted teachers is now 1 September.

SUPPLEMENTARX T0_QUESTION NO. 52 OF I980
HON A T LODDO: | |
Mr Speaker, but on the other»hand teachers in the United Klngdom
are not obliged to return to their birthplace or the authority
which emplcyed them for work whereas here they are, they cannot
take employment elbewhere. :

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

~Is that a question, Sir, it seems to be a statement? If it is

a question may I have it repeated then, please?
HON ‘A T LODDO:
You have compared them with England, when in England they are

not compelled to return to teach under the authority with which
they are employed.

: HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

I don't follow the logic of the question;
MR SPEAKER:

The question that is being asked is that since in Gibraltar
they are required to come back to work should this not be a
reason why they should be paid as from the time that they
qualify? This is the way I understand it.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
Sir, the situation here is that we employ them from the

beginning of the academic year which is the same system as
in the United Kingdom. If we are going to have parity with

the United Kingdom we miust have parity all along the line.
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HON P J ISOILA:

I would agree with the Hon Member if that is what he 1is saying
“but, surely, if we are to have parlty with the United Kingdom
and the same conditions of service there shouldn't be a condi-
tion imposed on a student who goes to England to train obliging
him to come back to Gibraltar and work for that authority and
nobody else, that doesn t exist in England so why has Government'
decided to follow the United Kingdom on that particular point of
practlce_ﬂnd not on all the others if we are to have 81m11ar1ty¢

v)o

HON M K'FEATHERSTONE:

We follow as near as possible to the United Kingdom practice.

Of course, a teacher in the United Kingdom probably costs the
local authority £300 or £400 a year whereas here it costs nearly
£2000 a year so you can't have absolute parity.

HON P J ISOLA:

Does the Minister consider it fair that a married man, for
example, a married student who goes to England to train, comes
the end of the summer term, comes back with his wife and child
. and his pay stops and he can't get another job because on the
1lst Sepember he has to work for the Government as he is legally
bound to. Shouldn't it be twe-way, shouldn't the Government
pay him right through from the date the man starts to go to
learn his trade because of his commitment to the Government?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

It is very seldom to my knowledge, Sir, that we send married
‘men to become teachers. If they get married while they are .
away they chould really face up to the responsibilities in
going into the matrimonial state. There have been one or two

exceptions where a married man has been granted scme measure
. of allowance in the intervening two months.
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THE HON AT LODDO

Nr Speaker, can the Minister for Educatlon confirm whether
University Graduates are-denied financial backing for an extra
year to enable them to obtain a prof8331ona1 quallflcatlon in
teaching?® : , \ ‘ L

M o ]

 ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education)

SlP, students who successfully comnlete an academic _degree
course under the Educational Awards ‘Regulations are not auto-
matically granted financial support to enable them to do a
post-graduate teaching certificate. The decision as to
whether financial support can be given in individual cases
depends on a. the availability of financial resources;
b. the academic attainment,and confidential reports on the
students concerned; c¢. the likelihood of a suitable teaching
post being avallable in our schools on completibn of a Post-
Graduate Certificate of Education; and d. the extent to which
our Teacher Training Scheme already.provides for our teacher
needs in schools. t should be stressed that the Teacher
Training Scheme is spccifically designed to recruit and pro-
vide local teachers for our schools although from time to
time it is necessary to recruit some teachers through the
scholarship scheme by providing financial resources for suit-
ably qualified 1nd1v1duals to take the- postmgraduate teaching
certificates.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTEON NO. 53 OF 1980'

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, but yet at this point of time in Gibraltar we have

a number of expatriates working as teachers in Gibraltar.
Surely, if we have the money to pay them, we have money to
qualify our own people and have them back in Gibraltar teaching?

" HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The situation is that in many instances people who go on the
Scholarship Scheme choose to become graduates in certain
disciplines which are not required in our teaching force and
even if they were to stay and get their post graduate certi-
ficate they would not supplant one of these United Kingdom
teachers who is teaching a completely different discipline.

HON J BOSSANO: -

Can the Minister say whether when school leavers are deciding
between going on a University course or applying for a teacher
training course, they are informed that they are at a dis=
advantage in terms of their prospects of employment as teachers
if they choose the University course?
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Yes, Sir, I believe over recent years they have been told if
they go on a Scholarship course thelr obtaining academic
degrees does not automatically qualify them to go on a post
graduate course since there may be no teaching vacancy avail-
able in the dlSClpllne théy wish to follow.

HON J BOSSANO:

! . .
Mr Speakdﬁ, is it the case, for example, that there are people
today finishing their degree:courses who were told initially
when they went on their degree courses that by choosing a
degree course instead of choosing a teacher training course
they were forfeiting their opportunlty of becomlng teachers,
"is that the case?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

I would not like to say that this was definitely done with
those people who went three years ago, I believe 1t has been
done at least in the last two years since we have been to
some extent suffering almost from a surfeit of teachers
especially in certain disciplines, for example, modern
languages.

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Hon Member agree that if people have chosen to go on
a University course under the mistaken impression that their
prospects of employment was Jjust as high, that is a fact that
should be taken into account at least for those who are
finishing this year? .

HON M X FEATHERSTONE

"I think it is not unfair that it should be taken into account
and we will" look into it.

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, does Government then consider it a desirable aim
of policy that graduates who have got a degree and who wish
to go and obtain an Education Diploma in the subsequent year,
that it is a desirable aim of policy that that should be en-
couraged, in the proper discipline?®

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

In the proper discipline, Sir, this is usually given, it is
when it is a discipline which is already completely full and
for which we have no further need that it 1s not granted
because so to grant would almost imply that a Job was going
16 be available for them at the end.
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o . THE_HON J BOSSANO

Has Government now fully conSidéred'the memorandum submitted
on April 19th, 1979, by the:Tourist Transport Operators? .

*  ANSWER

The Hon the Chief Ninister'

o
I have been informed that an appeal is to be lodged against
the decision of the Transport Commission of 20 March and I
do not therefore propose to say anything on . this matter at
this stage. : :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 5u_0F 1980

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister saying
that he cannot say whether he has now considered, the memorandum
that he has had in his possession for 12 months ‘because of an
appeal that is being lodged? Surely, the fact that an appeal
is being lodged on a particular decision of the Transport
Commission cannot preclude the House being informed whether

the memorandum has now been fully considered or 1s still belpg
_studied.

- HON CHIEF. MINISTER:

The whole question of the memorandum was linked up, by the time
it reached the Government, with the pending appeal and therefore
‘we decided not to proceed with it until the appeal was finished.
Now that I have been informed officially by the operators that
they are going to appeal, I haven't been told for that reason
only, I have been told for other reasons by the operators, I do
not think it will be in the public interest that I should say
anything about a memorandum which has not yet been  considered
for the reasons I have mentioned.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is the Hon and Learned Chief Minister in fact referring to an
appeal against the recent decision of the Transport Commission
for two extra licences, or is he talking about something else?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, it is all linked up. The objectors to the application were

- the people who made the proposals to which the Hon Member refers
and the consideration of that was linked with the application ,
- that was made whilst the matter was being considered and we felt
that we should not consider it until the appeal had been disposed
of» Had we not had official intimation that an appeal was going
to be made, the answer that I had prepared for the Hon lember
before yesterday afternoon was completely different to the one I
am glVlng him now.
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| | |
HON G T RESTANO:

' A | _ \

Mr Spesker, may I ask the Government, since this memorandum
has been submitted to the Government and we in the Opposition
have obviously not received it, could the Chief Minister give
- us hore or less an outllne of what the memorandum, in fact,
has to say?

".1-

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

'Yes, it wis made public, I think, and if not I shall certainly
make it 4vallable to Hon Mcmbers. I have no difficulty in
making a”copy available to the Hon Member. )

HON G T RESTANO:

Not like the Preece, Cardew and Rider'report?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Well, it is not as long as that. '
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THE HON A J HAYNWS

Can Government state why they find it necessary to make Irish
Town and Parliament Lane no parking areas?

ANSWER

<IHE_HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND:SPORT

3 : . . : : .
The parking of cars and lorries in Irish Town, Parliament Lane
creates a hazard for pedestrians as well as difficulties for
‘the loading and unloadlng of goods vehicles.

This problem was considered by the Transport Commlss1on on
22 February 1975 and they recommended that-—

a) Irish Town from its junction with Market Lane,
Northwards should be declared a No Parking and
No Waiting zone from 9 am to 7 pm (Monday =-°
Friday) and 9 am to 1 pm (Saturdays)-

b) Parking should be allowed on Sundays and Public
Holldays

© ¢) Goods vehicles should be allowed to unload along
. the whole length of Irish Town, and

~d) Parliament Lane should be similarly decongested.

-It was then the opinion of the Transport Commission that the
then new area at Nontagu Place should accommodate most of the
cars hitherto parked in Irish Town and Parliament Lane durlng
the decongestion hours proposed.

At the present time a completely new survey of all traffic
parking and No Parking areas in the city is being made by the
Police. Much of the city has already been surveyed and this
particular area will come under review in due course.
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THE HON W T SCOTT

Will Government take the necessary steps to ensure that the
gates at the lower level of Green Lane, behlnd the Rock Hotel
are kept permanently open? _

7 . :
o

AN“WER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND . SPORT
gy
The gateb are the property of the Rock Hotel and define the
boundary” of their grounds. Consequently, the Government have
no jurisdiction over these gates or that part of Green Lane
which lies Within the boundaries of the Rock Hotel,

SUPPLENENTARY T0_QUESTION NO. 56 OF 1980
HON W T SCOTT: '

Does the Government not agree thet this idea would be worth
pursuing since this lane would be not only ideal for walks up
the rock and so forth but far more important than that it
would provide an extra outlet from the Upper rock and further
decongest Willis's Road, Prince Edward's Road and so forth?
Is there any reason why Government should not pursue this
idea to take possession of that part of Green Lane which at’
. the moment it does not own?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

I think the Hon Member has probably misunderstood the answer.
~That 1s private property, it forms part of the lease of the
Rock Hotel., 1In fact, I can inform the Hon Member that Service
vehicles are allowed access through Green Lane and so are some
of the members of the Gibraltar Regiment who live up at Devil's
Gap and I do know that residents who have an entry in Gardiner's
Road from the rock side find great cooperation from the Rock
Hotel who allow them access through their own private land. -

HON W T SCOTT: .

Is there any right of way along that s@retch of road?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

I woﬁldn't knéw, Sir, it is private property and I wouldn't
know about any right of way. As it is private property,

there would .be no right of access at all if the Rock Hotel
did not want to allow access.

N
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THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

-Will Government.con81der looking into the question of making
the.last owner of a vehicle responsible for its disposal?

Foe ANSWER

. IHE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUQINQ AND SPORT

The law \n this matter is to be found in the Traffic (Removal
of Vehiclés) Regulations 1964 Chapter 154 which are fairly
lengthy and somewhat complicated. However, Regulation 3(i)
already places the responsibility for the- removal of a vehicle
when the vehicle has broken down on a road (ie a derelict) on
the owner, driver or other person in control or in charge of
any vehicle; :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 57 OF 1980
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: -

Why then do we see so many derelict carS‘lyinglabout our streets
and what is the reason for allowing that to happen?

~

HON H J ZAMMITT:

" I suppose the answer is that we live in an affluent socilety
where we have too many cars in Gibraltar. I would like to

. inform the Hon Member that the answer to the next questlon

will glve more information on this matter.

- HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
I have a few more supplementaries which I would like to ask,

Mr Speaker, but I am quite happy to ask them following the
next gquestion.
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' THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Cén Government statevhow many derelict cars are in our public
thoroughfares and how many have been disposed of in the last
week? ' : : ' '

S . . ANSWER

THE HON _THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

A total or 30 derelicts are at present on our roads. 18 of
these have been signed for disposal. The remainder are under
investigation. The removal is not done on a weekly basis.,
The week before last 27 derelict vehicles were removed.

ASUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 58 OF 1980
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: '

Doesn't the Minister agree that there are a lot of cars lying
about which apparently the Police or whoever is responsible
for finding out whether they are due for removal or not, are
finding difficulty? Would it be possible to make it part of
the law that on the granting of a licence a kind of deposit
were to be paid.by the owner and that would ensure that our
roads are not littered as they are with derelict cars which

I think the authority responsible is finding impossible to
clear?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

I don't know, Mr Speaker, if we could incorporate in the law a
deposit on somebody for the eventual funeral of his own vehicle
because there are people who look after their cars and have a
car 15 or 20 years but there are other people, needless to go
into detail, that come to Gibraltar, are here for a very short
period and use an old banger to get around Gibraltar and then
they leave Gibraltar, sometimes even removing the number plates.
I would, of course, like to inform the Hon Member, because he
is not here all that often, that we do dispose of a tremendous
number of derelict cars in Gibraltar, in fact, from 504 right
down to this year, so far, 69, so normally, Sir, it is between
LOO and 500 on average per annum that we dispose of which is
pretty good going. '

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Doesn't the Minister agree that notwithstanding that there are
a lot of cars still lying around which is, in fact, affecting
the parking problem. If the Minister would like me to, I could
point out to them quite a number that I have seen and I keep
seeing whenever I come to Gibraltar. Surely, if there was a
deposit the individual concerned just for the sake of getting
his deposit back would see that his car was disposed of at the
proper time. '

o
-
-
i
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" HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr upeaker, I tend to agree with the Hon Member that some people
leave their cars parked longer than one would like to see them
parked but they may not necessarily be derelict., A derelict is
a car which is absolufeiy abandoned. The fact that a car happens

.to be parked at & particular place with all the dust 2nd dirt on,

iff it has a road llcence there is very llttle the Pollce or any-
body can do about it.

"HON A T LODDO:

g,
Mr Speaker, -how long has a car to be left abandoned before it is
considered a -derelict or is ii{ something historicsal as well?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Mr Speaker, I think we can be serious about the matter.
Before a car is a derelict it must, of course, have been

-abandoned and then if the Hon Member reads the Gibraltar

Gazette and the local papers he will find that the Police
advertise that a particular car, giving all the detalls, is
in such a place and if the registered owner doesn't see to
it it would be disposed of and after a time period, I think
it is 3 weeks, then the cur can be removed. '

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

If the deposit is not something that the Minister is enamoured
with couldn't he think of setting time limits as to the time a
car can be left in one place and so ensure that if the car is
not moved then it can ve assumed that it is derelict?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, I disagree even more with that, Mr Speaker. I don't think
that in Great Britain where the Hon Member lives and feels so
strongly about, I don't think a deposit is asked in © Great
Britain. for people to dispose of their cars.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I don't think Great Britain has got. the problem that we have.
I don't think you seé derelict cars, they have such a thing as
an MOT test.

HON G TVRESTANO: v
Mr Speaker, I heard the Minister saying that the responsibili?y
for the disposal of the car was on the owner, does the owner in
fact bear the cost of the removal of the car when the Police
removes it and disposes of It?%

HON H J ZAMMITT :

Mr Speaker, the answer is yes ‘and no. The Police have the powers
under rule 6(1) to charge the removal of a vehicle but it in-
variably is not done, we consider the cleaning up exercise much
more important than obtalnlng £2 revenue for the removal of a
vehicle. -
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HCN G T RESTANO'

Does "the Minister not consqder that £2 is too low a sum for
the cost of the :c‘emoval‘P : -

HON H J ZAMMITT.

Obvicusly, Sir, £2 today would be absolutely ridiculous to
charge and no doubt this was in the Traffic Ordinance of 1957,
“and of course £2 at that time was a reasonaule Sumlm.

r"“i

'HON G T FESTANO:

Would the Minister consider revising that sum?
HON H J ZAMMITT:

There would be no point, Mr Speaker. If we are not implementing
the £2 there is no point of revising it to £200 because probably
we still wouldn't implement it, we would much rather dispose of
the vehicles without having to search for somebody who has prob-
ably left for Northern Ireland.

HON G T RESTANO:

But, Mr,Speaker; if the fine were lafge enough, surely, it would
encourage people not to leave derelict cars on the road and the
removal and the disposal of them would at least help the Govern-
ment in recouping the money that 1t 1s losing in the disposal of
those cars. :

HON B J ZAMMITT:

We are not losing any'money at all, Mr Speaker, we are just
cleaning up.

HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, would the Government consider the creation of a car pound.
helpful in the matter or not? '

HON H J ZAMMITT:
Well;>Mr Speaker, of course, the Commissioner of Police has
under these regulstions the power to remove a car and impound
it but we haven't got a pound for it.
HON A J HAYNES:
Wouldn't: the creation of a car pound be considered useful?

~ .

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Well it would be much more expensive, I agree.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

So the Government therefore have come to the conclusion there
is nothing they can do as with many other things. :

i

HON H J ZAMMITT: - ' - w
Mr Speaker, 1f the Hon Member thinks that disposing of 500 cars

‘per annum isn't good enough then there is nothing I can say

that w111 convince him.

r“'i
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THE HON W T SCOTT

Will Government consider making the twééway road into Varyl
Begg Estate West, an exit only or entry only highway?

ANSWER

Tk HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

A detailed survey has already been carried out by the Police
who have recommended that the Western Road leading into the

Estate should be entry on¢y and that  the Eastern Road should
be exit only.

This would provide more parking spacec, decongest traffic and
make it much safer for the 5,000 r831dents and in particular
for the children at the school.

When minor details have finally been worked out this will be
put into operation for a trial period and will be made
permanent, if found satisfactory.

SUPPLEMENTARY TC QUESTION NO. 59 OF 1980

HON W T SCOTT:

. When does Government bropose taking these measures?
- HON H J ZAMMITT:

Very shortly, Mr Speaker.

"HON W T SCOTT:

With no definite time peridd?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Very shortly, I would say within the next month or so.
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THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker,. can the Minister for Housing and Sport state how
many seats on the main stand at the Victoria Stadium are usable,
and whether it is Government's intention to replace the seats
that have now been. m1331ng feor many months9

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINIQTTR FOR HOUSING AND SPCRT

Mr Speaker, Sir, out of the total of 1472 seats prov1ded for on
the Grand Stand in 1975 only 569 seats are usable.. v

- Government does not intend to reprov1du similar seats, but will
consider, in due course, the provision of other seatlng which
will be less susceptible to vandalism.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 60 OF- 1980

HON P J ISOLA: | - : '
Aven't there people employed in the Stadium to prevent vaﬂdalism?
HON H J ZAMMITT:

. If we didn't have them, Mr Speaker, then we would be 1L72 seats
- short. .

"HON P J ISOILA:

Well, Mr Speaker, 900 short is certainly not an achievement to
be proud of, is it?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

It isn't, Mr Speaker, but I hope he does not blame the members
of the Victoria Stadium. Perhaps the Hon the Leader of the
Opposition might like to remind the people who jump over the
seats despite the constant supervision of the supervisors and
staff of the Stadium.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Haven't we got. a father large Police Force well pald and well
trained who can stop this vandalism or are we going to give
way all the time?_

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, the Police Force have nothing to do in connection
"with control of the Victoria Stadium.

MR SPEAKER:

- Order, next question.
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THE HON A J HAYNES

Does Government intend to levy fees on individual and/or
Associations for the use of facilities at the Victoria
Stadium and what are the fees envisaged and can Government
explain the basis on which the fees have been assesged?

ANSWER

IHE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Government intends to introduce a charge for the use of the
playing facilities at the Victoria Stadium on a per court
.per hour basis on similar lines to some Sports Centres in
UK. The fees have as yet not been finally agreed to but
will in no circumstances be above those in HK,

SUPPLEVENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 61 OF 1980

‘HON A J HAYNES:
Sir, has the Hon the Minister for Housing and Sport consulted
all the relevant sporting Associations as to the introduction
of this scheme? '
HON H J ZAMMITT:
This was done yearsago, Mr Speaker.
HON W T SCOTT:
. . What reaction did the Minisfer get after consultation?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

We were discussing at the time, Mr Speaker, the question of
membership and there was not an adverse reac¢tion.

97




THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government consider the possibility of creating a.
Sports Council for Gibraltar the members of which will be
selected by the various Sports Association and who themselves
will decide how Government grants allocated to them are spent?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MiNISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Mr Speaker, Sir, Government has for the past two years been
considering the possible amalgamation of the Sports Advisory
Committee and the Committee appointed to consider applications
for financilial assistance for Sporting 3Jocieties. This is with
a view to creating a Sports Council for Gibraltar which will.
have responsibility for advising Government on sport and
facilities also the allocation of grants. Members of the new

Sports Council will be appointed by the Minister for Sport as
"~ is the case in the UK following consuluatlons Wlth the
interested parties concerned.

The allocation of grants will be the responsibility of thé

Sports Council, but not the way in which such grants are
‘spent by respective Assoclations.
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THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, will Government make a statement as to'how housing is to
be gllocated in Gibraltar in the future irrespective of '
whether the housing concerned is pre-war or post-war housing?

ALNSWER o

- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Government will in the near future be con-
sldering a paper containing suggestions submitted by the

Housing Allocation Committee with respect to the Committee's
terms of reference and the method to be adopted with regard
to allocatlons of Government dwellings. :

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUBSTION NO. 63 OF 1980

HON P J ISOILA:

~:Can I ask the Minister whether aAstatement will‘be made on
this before any more houses are allocated under the old
system?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

- No, Mr Speaker, we will still continue to use the present set-
up- and if and when Council of Ministers considers the paper
and it is agreed to then of course this system will change,
otherwise we will continue to do what we are doing now.

- HON P.J ISOLA:

Can I ask the Government whether they are dealing with this as
an urgent matter in view of the great dissatisfaction certainly
that we found during the election as to the method presently used
for allocation of Government houses?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

The allocation of Government houses, Mr Speaker, is conducted
by the Housing Allocation Committee and there seems to be no
difference to what has been going on for a number of yearse.

I see no matter of urgency as such but, of course, we will try
and hasten it.-as much as possible but 1t certainly is a matter
of top priority.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I think I did hear the Minister say that the pro-
posals were going to come from the Hou81ng Allocation Committee,
did I hear him correctly?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

They have come.
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HON G T RESTANO:

l :," 2.
! . ;

C HON G T RESTANO

How can that statement be recon01led with the statement of the
Chief Minister at the Ceremonial Openlng of the House where he

vsald that the Minister would_be coming up with proposals?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

of oou“se, My Speaker, that is why I am Minister for Housing,

“they submit theilr suggestions to me and it is my duty. to take

it down to Council of Ministers for eollectlve discussion
Wlth my colleagues.v o

Therefore, Mr Speaker, can the Minisier say whether the exact
proposals of the Housing Allocation Committee have been trans-
mitted to the Council of Nlnlsters?

- HON H J ZAMMITT:

The exact proposals have been put on paper for the Counc11 of
Ministers to consider.
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THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government publish a list of all Government houses

and .flats which were the subject of transfers, temporary or

transit homes, or allocation during the last two years?
ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FOUSING AND SDORT

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is repretted that there is not enough staff
available to undertake this tlme—consumlng operation when every=
one in the Housing Department is fully occupied revising all -
‘housing applications prior to 1mp¢ementatlon of ‘the revised
Hou81ng Allocation Scheme.

<SUPPLEMENTARY TO_QUESTION NO. 6L OF 1980
HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, will they not consider glVlng a 81m11ar llst but for a
-shorter period?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mp Speaker, I don't think we can entertain anything which en- -
" talls unnecessary work on an overtaxed Department. -

. HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Would he consider the empty houses which ere lying there for
"months on end not an important matter?

HON H J ZAMMITT:
There are no houses lying empty for many months, Mp Speaker.
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Well, that doesn't seem to be the epinionvof the generail
public, if I may say#so. _

HON H J ZANMMITT:
Then the general public must be misinformed.
HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, does not the Government consider the subject of
allocations and transfers that have been approved and so forth
. a matter of considerable public interest to make some effort
to publish some list to at least tone down or alleviate the
great public concern there is on housing in Gibraltar? Can
the Minister not make some effort so that people can see on
what basis houses are belng allocated or transfers approved
and 80 forth?
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HON H J ZAMMITT:
Mr Speaker, I agree there is comcern in Gibraltar about housing

but it 1is the 1ack of hou31ng riot a questlon of providing a
llst. , .

HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, considering the paucity of houses, considering there was

~only kosia Dale built in I don't know how many years I find it
incredible to believe that there are that many houses for the

staff to cater with. Sir, i1s it not a fact that so few houses
have been allocated that in fact thls could be done ea81ly and
w1thout great effort? : :

HON H J ZAMMITT; - |
Mr'Speéker,'during the past two years there have been allocations
at Varyl Begg, there have been allocations at Rosia Dale, there

have been a great number of exchanges and transfers. It would
be an exercise which would considerably tax the staff.

"HON A J HAYNES:

‘Would the Minister consider a list of -the straight allccations
in the last two years?

HON H J ZAMMITT:
-Mr Speaker, we have, as a Government, committed ourselves upon
the termination of the allocation at Varyl Begg to publish

lists of the allocations as such. That I. commit myself to do
on completion of the allocations of Varyl Regg Estate.

HON A J HAYNES

I didn't understand that, could you repeat that?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

‘That the Government has committed itself on the termination of
Varyl Begg allocations, to publish a list of people who have
been allocated flats at Varyl Begg, that will be done in due
course.

HON A J HAYNES:

‘As regards Varyl Begg, therefore, there will be the kind of
- 1list I require?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Yes, Mr Speaker. .
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NO. ‘65 OF 1980 ‘  ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES

will Government publish a list of all unoccupled available
Government accommodatlon? :

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Mr Spesker, a list of unoccupied flats cannot be published as
~these are no longer availlable having been earmarked for alloca-
tion by the Hou31ng Allocation Committee to those applicants-
whose applications' pointage value as at 31 December, 1979,
qualified them for-accommodation.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 65 OF 1980

HON A J HAYNES:
Sir, there is nothing available or unavailable?
HON H J ZAMMITT:

There is nothing available.
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NO. .66 OF 1980 -

THE_HON MAJTOR RJ PELIZA

Has Government cancelled any of its adVGPtlSan in the United
. Klngdom and 1f so for what reasons?

ANSWER

THE HOW THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND POSTAL SERVICES

We have cancelled five advertisements scheduled to appear
in the last week in March basically for two reasons. Firstly,

the coupon response campaign which involved sending Gibraltar

information and Tour Operators Brochures cost £2728 more than

estimated, secondly we updated the promotional film during
the course of the year.

104

25 3 80

3



P———

NO. 67 OF 1980

THE HON A T LODDO

Tn view of the success of the Fun Day held last year, would
Government consider reviving the Gibraltar Fair, if not as a
Fair, perhaps as’ a Festival ieek?

' ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND POSTAL SERVICES

The Fun Day held last year was not organised by Government.
No funds have been provided for a Fair or a Festival Week
in the Estimates for 1980/81 but Government will help any .
organised festival as was done last year.
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NG, 68 OF 1980  ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Will Government consider improving the amenities at the Air
Terminal in time for the Tourist Season?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND POSTAL SXRVICES

Yes, Sir. The Public Works Department has already commenced
improvements at ‘the Alr Terminal.
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NO. 69 OF 1980 o ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES |

Has Government any plans for providing proper facilities for

_Tourists arriving on Crulse Liners at North Mole as must be

available at other Ports in the world?
ANSWER

THE HON. THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND POSTAL SERVICES

The Government has no immediate plans to provide facilities
for cruise passengers at North Mole. However, the future
development of tourism both internal and transitory and the
required ancillary services are being reviewed in a Port
Development Study which is being made in connection with
the next Development Programme.
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‘ 25 3 80
NO. 70 OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, will Government consider the possibility of holding
a stock of potable water for the exclusive use of shipping?

ANSWER

THE_HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

No, Sir. In operating our waterworks with the present levels
of supply and production we need to retain as much flexibility
as possible. It would be impractical to hold stocks of potable
water exclusively to supply shipping. A contract has recently
been entered into to increase importation of water, and when
this is fully operational we do hope to be more able to meet
demands made by shlpplng.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 70 OF 1980
HON P J ISOIA: o Co o

Sir, is the Government aware that the stoppage of supply of
water to shipping even for a period of a month or-two months
can have quite serious repercussions on the port of Gibraltar
and therefore affect the revenues of the colony quite con-
siderably and should not efforts be made to prevent these
situations arising?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

‘Every effort is made to supply at least some water to shipping

who come in and ask for it. We cannot obviously always give
as much as is required. We do appreciate the importance of .
shipping coming to Gibraltar and that is one of the reasons
for this new contract for the importation.
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25 3 80
NO. 71 OF 1980 . - " ORAL

THE HON A T _LODDO

Mr Speaker, would the Minister for Public Works state how much
the conversion of Tank Ramp into a road has cost, and when is
it proposed to allow its use as such?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, as part of the scheme for the rehabilitation of property
at Tank Ramp and to allow access to the site ODM approved the
sum of £40,000 for converting the old steps into a roadway.
The work to date has been marginally within this figure.

Until the redevelopment is substantiélly complete énd public
utility services, water, electricity and telephone ducts are
laid it is not practical to open the road to the public.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO,., 71 OF 1980

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say how long this work has been
going on?%

HON M K FEATHSRSTONE:

How long has it been going on or how long will it go on for?
HON A T LODDO:

..That’will come afterwards.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

It has been going on since the Tank Rémp steps were made into
a road. I cannot remember exactly but I should say it must be
15 to 18 months.

HON A T LODDO: ‘

Has the Minister any idea how much 1ong it is going to take?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, I should think somewhere around November, December this
yeare .
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NO. 72 OF 1980  ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Nhat is the current position with regard to the Air Terminalr
Extension Project?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

3ir, construction draw1ngs will be completed w1th1p the next
few weeks. :

The production of Bills of Quantities has been programmed as
soon as possible thereafter. ‘

Quotations have already been sought for

(a) the supply and erection of structural steelwork,
roofing and cladding

(b) supply and installation of baggage handllng
equipment.

Anticipated commencement of work on site 1st September 1980
and 12 monih total contract period.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 72 OF 1980
HON P J ISOLA:

Wasn't work going to start on this eiten81on in June- of last
year? I remember the Minister for Economic Development telllng
‘us that in one of the budget debatessd

HON M K. FEATHERSTONE :

Yes, Sir, the initial scheme was going to but it had to be
altered because it entailed the strengthening of the runway,
it was going to be on the Eastern side of the actual present
building and that would have entailed a very expensive
strengthening of runway and now the alterations Wlll be to
the North side of the buililding.
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NO. 73 0F 1980 ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, can Government state what its policy for the future is
to modernisation of o0ld houses and can they state how many .
houses will have been modernised between 1lst April, 1979, and
31st March, 1980, and the extent of slippage, if any, on the.
programme? o ' ’ ‘

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, Government will continue with its policy for the Moder-
nisation of vld houses. In the light of recent experiences

~at Lime Xiln Steps and Tank Ramp, a revised method of approach
has been devised as regard the pre-inspection and surveying of
properties together with an improved system for inviting tenders.

It is proposed shortly to commence the Modernisation of 7 units
at Castle Ramp, Road to the Lines with a further 28 before the
end of this development programme, at the same location. Pro-
posed plans are already at various stages of completion for an
additional 140 units during the next development programme.’

Between 1lst April, 1979, and 3lst March, 1980, 27 units have
been completed. Since the idea of modernisation was put into
practice, approval has been granted for 133 units, out of this,
113 will have been completed by the end of this month. Of the
remaining 20, work is already in hand on 10 of them, and the
remaining 10 are either awaiting preparation of tender docu-
-ments or decanting. ' ' .

o SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 73 OF 1980
HON P J ISOLA:

Will the Minister not agree that however much modernisation
might be considered to be a good thing, the effect of moder-
nisation on housing development in Gibraltar has been
disastrous? ' ' o

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:
No, Sir, I would not agree to that.
HON P J ISOLA:

Sir, will the Minister not agree that a prime site such as
Tank Ramp should have been knocked down and a block built
there instead of the sort of single storey, whatever it is,
modernisation that is going on there? Could not many more
people have been accommodated in a block there, for example,
than the few that will be accommodated as a result of
modernisation?

-
-
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
At much more expenses, 1 suppose, anything could be done.,
HON P J ISOIA:

But. will the Minister not'agreé‘that‘the Tank Ramp area which .
is Jjust singie storey ramshackle huts almost, should have been
designated for rédevelopment of modern housing?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I think the Tank Ramp redevelopment, Sir, is modernising some
iouses and building some new houses. I do not agree that it
was a.prime site, it is a very difficult location, very
difficult for the contractor who is working there.

HON P J ISOIA:

In view of the fact that the Government has built a road to
make it .easy, does not the Government consider that the
building of a road to enable the modernisation to take place
would have made much easier the construction of much needed
new housing in Gibraltar? )

MR SPEAKER: =
You may answer if you wish but we are departihg,from the
guestione.

HON A -J HAYNES:.

Can the Minister explain the difference in costing between

- modernised flats and units as in Varyl Begg? The implications,
Sir, as I understood it was that modernisation plans were less
expensive than blocks. Can he therefore explain this with
facts and figures, can he tell us how much it costs to moder-
nise a house as opposed to a unit in a block?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
Although I should ask for separate notice, Sir, modernisation

is costing between £13,000 and £18,000 and new flats are
costing about £40,000,.
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25 3 80
NO. 7L OF 1980 o ORAL

" THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, will vaernment agree that there should be no
repetition in the future of new Housing Units being handed
over without floor tiles unless tenants are compensated in
lieu? - o '

- ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTGR FOR PUBLIC WORKS
No, Sir. '

In order to reduce building costs, various conditions were
imposed by ODA one of them being that all floor tiling to
dwellings should be omitted with the exception of bathrooms
and kitchens. This condition was Jjustified by the fact that
ODA representatives in the course of their visit had observed
that tenants of new flats were either:-
a. removing PVC floor tiling and replacing with ceramic
or other superior quality floor‘finishes_(parquet);

be. laying lino over new PVC tiles;

c. laying carpet over new PVC tiles.

In view of the above it was considered that tenants would be
provided with a level screeded floor and they should take it

" upon themselves to finish the floors to their own requirements.
An eéxception to the above condition was made by Government in
the case of Bedsitters where the question of hardship was taken
into account. All bedsitters are being tiled with PVC through-
out.

To compensatcec the tenants in lieu, would be to defeat the
object of the exercise.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 74 OF 1980

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Minister confirm that this in fact is a
departure of Government policy over at least the last 30 years?

~

HON- M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, it is a departure. Government is not forced to continue

with the same conditions all the time, this was something that
was suggested, almost . imposed,by ODA and Government accepted

it.
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HON G ‘T RESTANO: -

Mr Speaker, since the main reason for the flats belng handed.
over without tiles seems to be that the tenants themselves
have altered the tiles that had already been placed by the
Government, would it not be a sensible suggestion to compen-
sate the tenants to the extent of the cost of the tiles that
Wpuld have been put there in the first place, helping them
towards the cost of putting whatever flooring they wish?%

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

It would be very difficult to work out compensation depending
on the means of the tenant but to some extent the tenant is
compensated i1n the rent that is charged which is probably a
little lower without tiles than if it had tiles since the
rent is based to some extent on the actual cost of construc-
- tione

HON G T RESTANO:

¢
1

Mr Spea?er, can the Minister say what sort of differential in
the rent he is talking about?” 4

HON M X FEATHERSTO

I think I need notice of that question.
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. 25380
NO. 75 OF 1980 - ORAL

- THE_HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can Government report progress on the Housing Development at St
Joseph's and the exact position in relation to the phase?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Mr Speaker, with your permissibn I propose to answer this ques-
tion and No 76 together if the Hon Member approves.

Sir, acceptance of both'tenders is open to the end of the month
before which date they will be awarded

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS,75& NO. 76 OF 1980
HON P J ISOLA: | |

Mr Speaker, can I ask, is thé St Jago's area going to be'put to
any other use temporarily? - y

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

You mean the St Jago's old school building? Yes, that is being
used as a temporary hostel for labour. :

HON P J ISOLA:

Is that going to be a temporary hostel for labour for a parti-
cular project? )

.HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes,\the Girls' Comprehensive School. ‘ -
HON b J ISOLA:

But ién't this subject to redevelopmenf as well?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: |

"Not .at the moment. The area that is going to be redeveloped is
completely separate from the actual school area.
HON P J ISOLA:

Can Government assure the House that the use of the o0ld St
Jago's School, what is left of it, as temporary accommodation
will not in any way slow up any other project in the Develop-

ment Programme?
AN

HON M. K FEATHERSTONE :
No, Sir, it will not slow it up.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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| - 25 3 80
NO. 76 OF 1980 : . " ORAL

. THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can Government state whether it has now accepted a tender for

the Housing Development at St Jago's and when is work expected
to commence on thls Development?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Answered together with Question No. 75 of'l980.
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25 3 80
NO. 77 OF 1980 " ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state why work has been stopped on the new road
being constructed between Willis's Road and Tankerville?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, as I already stated earlier in reply -to Question No 71

no further roadworks can be carried out until the public
utility services have been laid, It would be unwise to lay

the final surface before the water services, electricity and
telephone ducts are in place. Furthermore whilst the re-
development of Tank Ramp is progressing a considerable amount
of construction traffic is moving on this road with possible
damage to its wearing surface. The road will not be completed
until the bulldlng works are flnlshed and the already mentioned
services are finalised.
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| 25 3 80
N NO, ~ 78 OF 1980 R  ORAL

 THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, can Government explain why the tollets at Little Bay were
not available to the public at all during the holiday weekend
recently thus making it extremely inconvenient for the large
number of people that went there?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, in anticipation of the bathing season-the changing rooms
at Little Bay are undergoing extensive repairs and .could not
be opened on the weekend of 8th to 10th March inclusive.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 78 OF 1980
KON A J HAYNES:
I take it, Sir, that they will be ready shortly?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
‘They-should be ready for the beginning of the bathing season.
HON A J HAYNES: o |
Which is?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE :
Avout the middle of May.
"HON P J ISOLA:
Can I ask the Minister what is the nature of the extensive
repairs being done because I was there myself and I saw no
visible sign of any repairs of any kind going on there?
HON M. K FEATHERSTONE :
I understand that thé toilets had to be refurbished, new
.tiling, the whole place decorated throughout, that is the
normal repairs that are done. _
MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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l | . 25380
NO. 79 OF 1980. . " ORAL
© THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

[—

Will Government state the position with regard to its road re-
surfacing programme and inform the House of what roads have in
factbeen resurfaced between lst April, 1979,and 29th February,

; 1980%

- ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FCR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the asphalt plant at Catalan Bay was extensively damaged

- by a rock fall on 21 March 1979 and a number of spare parts

had to be brought from the manufacturers.

Repairs were not completed until the end of May 1979 thus con-
siderable slippage in the resurfacing programme occurred.

The main emphasis was on the construction of additional car
parking areas at- Moorish Castle Estate, Waterport, South Flat
Bastion Road and Catalan Bay where consilderable surfac1ng has
been carried out.

Roads resurfaced during the current financial year are two
sections of Line Wall Road and Scud Hill,

Resurfacing work has als so been carried out in school play-

grounds, speed ramps at Glacis, Laguna Estate and Viaduct

Bridge.

A large number of service trenches have also been surfaced
with asphalt.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 79 OF 1980

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Is the Minister aware that one of the reasons why Gibraltar
looks so dirty is perhaps because of the state of our roads

~and couldn't a bigger effort be made to do this resurfacing?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I think one of the reasons that Gibraltar looks so dirty is
that the general public throw litter all over the place,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Isn't it a fact that it looks grubby when you are walking along
the roads in Gibraltar, precisely because of the state of the
roads themselves? .

'HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

No, I don't necessarily agree with that, Sir.

MR SPEAKER:

Next quéstion.
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25 3 80
NO. 80 CF 1980 - . ORAL

THE_HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

When does Government propose to commence cleanlng the beaches
as well as preparlng other facilities for the Suminer months?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS
The beaches aré already being cleaned and the work of'd01ng— v
up the changing rooms on some of the beaches, as well as at
Montagu, has also commenced.:

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 80 OF 1980

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: |
Will they be ready for the Easter Season?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE: A -

We will do our best to have some of them available for Easter
but of course this depends on the easterly wind as it brings
up a lot of rubbish on to the beaches if we have a storm and
then of course it makes it very difficult to get it clean in
time. We will do our best if we have a fine Easter to have
as many facilities available as possible.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I think the Minister referred to the actual changing rooms and
"so on and I can't see how that is affected. With regard to
changing rooms and other conveniences as my Hon Friend pointed
out ‘before, wounldn®t it be better if a start on the redeooratlng
and cleanlng up generally could be made earller9

HON M K FEATHERSTONZ ¢

We could always take this into account in future years. I don't
think this year it is specifically aimed at Easter, I think the
aim is to have it ready for the beglnnlng of the bathing season
which is the 15th of May.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Couldn't we have the bathing season brought forward slightly.
It would appear that people are already using the beaches and
that it is one of the biggest attractions to tourists, couldn't
the Minister reconsider that?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

We always try to help on a fine weekend in winter but you cannot
guarantee the weather even at the 15th of May.

//
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'HON P J ISOLA:

' Will Government make the effort to have at least toilet facilities

available to the public at the beaches during Easter especially if
the weather 1s fine so thdat people who go to the beaches in large

_numbers un holiday weekends at least have that facility even if

they have to put up with dirty beaches and so forth?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE : | |

Yes, Sir, we Wiil'dé our best.

HON A J HAYNES:

How does Governmaﬁt propose to clean the beaches?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Well, a man goes round with a little brush and a little stick and
picks up all the little pieces.

HON A J HAYNES: .

Sir, I ask this question hecause one often finds that the beaches
are dirty even after they have been tleaned., What methods are
used and are these methods effective?

HON ¥ K FEATHERSTONE:

The normal cleaning of the beaches is to remove as much debris

that is lying around especially what has been brought in by the

sea itself and to generally get the area looking neat and tidy.

One of the things along Eastérn Beach is that the wall is usually
painted, I would not agree that after the beaches have been cleaned
they still look dirty. I think beaches in Gibraltar tend tc have a
rather dirty looking atmosphere because if you inspect the sand
carefully there are a lot of little black stones amongst the sand
which gives it a rather dirty colour, it is not the silver sand of
perhaps Benidorm etc, but I would not accept that the beaches are
dirty.

HON A J HAYNES:
There are also cigarette ends in the sand.
MR SPEAKER: -

Order, we are not going into the details of how to clean beaches.
Next question. ' :
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25 3 80

NO. 81 OF 1980  ORAL

| THE_HON_WAJOR R_J PELIZA

When does -Government propose to commence works at the.north end
of Camp Bay to make it safe for the public as well as clean?

ANSWER -

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

A very small. area of the promenade at the extreme north end of
Camp Bay has been fenced off from the public for several years
due to the danger of rock falls in this area.

The face of the rock above this isolated area is badlv cracked
and it would be uUnwise to allow public access for safety reasons,

It would be extremely difficult and ekpen51ve to make this area
100% safe since there could be no guarantee that further rock—
falls would not occur.

*

The area 1s kept as clean as practlcable.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 81 OF 1980

HON P J ISOlA:
Wasn't work started last August on that north face?
HQN MK FEATHERSTONE:A

No, Sir.
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25 3 80

NO, 82 OF 1980 ~ ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Is Government satisfied that all specification; with particular
regard to the supply of materials have been strictly adhered to
by the Contractors in the Development Programme?

 ANSWER |

: "TEE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

' Sir, as far'aé‘Government is aware all specifications with
“particular regard to materials are being strictly adhered to
by Contractors in the Development Programme Projects.

The PWD has a laboratory where certain materials are tested
regularly and vigorously in order to ensure that they conform
to specification. There has been two cases recently where
Government has rejected ba31c bulldlng materials such as bPleS
and cement. , A . .

There is a standard clause built into the tender and contract
documents which allows alfernative materials (equal and -
approved) to be used in lieu of the specified product. When
such cases arise the materials and specifications are examined
by the professional staff before substitution is approved.

123 .




25 3 80

NO. 8% OF 1980 ORAL

- . THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA
Will Government state what is the estimated schedule for the
completion of the new PWD Garage and the demolition of the
existing one?
ANSWER
.THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

It is anticipated, Sir, that the project should be substantially
complete by June 1980 when the transfer from the ex1st1ng Carage
can commence.,

The demolition of the ex1stlng Garage is planned for September
1980 as part of the Girls' Comprehensive School project.,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 83 OF 1980

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: : g

The Government is absoltely sure now Lhat ‘there will be no
change of venue?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

No, Sir.
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' NO. 84 OF 1980 . ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Will Government  state what is the current position with regard
to the filling in between Nos. 2 and 3 Jetties?

ANSVER |

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the project has run approx1mately 30% of its contract
period and it is estimated that it is 30% complete.

 SUPPLEMENTARY TQ QUESTION NO. 84 OF 1980
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: -

Can the Minister give an 1ndlcat10n of when 1t might be
completed? .

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Late Decembér, 1980, Sir.
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NO._ 85 OF 1980 | | ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PRLIZA

Can Govefnment state for how long Work has been going on in
tiling the pavement at the North East end of Rosia Road, what
is the square area completed so far and at what cost?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, I would refer the Hon Member to my reply to his question
No 206 of 1979. Works had stopped at that time and it was
stated that, if possible, further works would be carried out
so that pedestrians could cross the rcad away from the bend
in the road.. L

These additional works started on 18 February and finished on
- 14 March 1980 and a further 100 sq yds, 4OO 18" x 18" tiles
were laid. The toal area of paving is therefore 175 sq yds.
As stated in my earlier reply these works were charged to the
General Road Maintenance Vote and an exact breakdown of cost
is not possible but the cost of the latter work would be in
the region of £1400.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 85 OF 1980

'HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

-Isn't this the sort of kind of work that could be given out to
piece work perhaps and reduce the cost? .

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, the cost of laying 175 sq yds 1s approximately £2400 hence
the cost per sq yd for labour and material is of the order of
£1i per sq yd. Indications are that the current prices for
this work if carried out by a private contractor would be of

-the order of £18 per sq yd. If this is done on piece work,
S8ir, I don't think there would be very much saving.

HON A J HAYNES:

Can the Hon Minister explain again the figures, how many tiles
are lald per day?

MR SPEAKER: -

I do not thihk Ministers are expected to have those details at
hand. N .

"HON A J HAYNES: . :
If he Wbuld give me the facﬁsI‘wduld work it out.
HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

I will send you a letter, Sir.

(N
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HON A & HAYNES:
* gir, I ask this because I feel that the number of tiles laid
per day is remarkably few and considering the number of men

working there it is preposterons that that should be the
result. .o '

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I" think there is only oné wan Working there.

HON A J HAYNES:

I have éeen persoﬁally more than one man working there.
HON MAJOR R ﬁ.PELIZA: S ‘ |

Take my word that I have seen more than one and two and even
four. ‘

.

e ’
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‘NO._ 86 OF 1980 | ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT .

In view of the process that the Tower Blocks will be sub- .
mitted to in the final treatment what has been the cost of
the temporary treatment of flint- coatlng that has been
applled? .

ANSWER

ITHE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the cost of the weather proofing treatment .and redecora-
tlon of the Tower Blocks will be £106,879.

SUPPLEMENTARY T0_QUESTION NO. 86 OF 1980

HON W T SCOTT: :

Is this work now complete?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Not qguite, there is a fraction more to do.

HON W T SCOTT:

Can the Minister state what was the orlglnal cost at tenderlng
time if the projected final cost is £lO6 ,879% -

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

I think that was the tender price, Sir.
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| | 25 3 80
NO. 87 OF 1980  ORAL

JTHE -HON W T SCOTT

When is the Tinal treatment to the Tower Blocks to be applied
and what is the likely cost of such treatment?

ANSWER

TﬁE HONM THE MINISTRR FOR PUBLIC WORKS

"It is not yet known when the eventual treatment will be carried
out. The Bullding Research Establishment is assisting in this
matter and recommendations as to suitable treatments are being
awaited. Until more specific information is at hand it will
not be possible to assess an order of cost.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 87 OF 1980
HON W T ‘SCOTT: - ‘
Does the Government have any idea when it will be in a position
to examine the recommendations or when the. recomhendations will
be submitted?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
I understand there are three specialist firms in this. One of
the firms is sending somebody out in the next two weeks to have
a look at it and the other two firms will probably come within
the next two months. After that we will assess the costings
that they give us. :
HON W T SCOTT: ’

Does Government have absolutely no idea at the moment what the
final cost .of the treatment would be?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I have already said that, Sir.
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25 3 80
, NO. 88 OF 1980 | ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT_

Will Government consider declaring the roads at Varyl Begg
Estate as public highway so as to be able to make those roads
subject to the. same laws as those affecting other roads in
Gibraltar? '

ANSWER

" THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS
Yes, Sir. ' | .
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NO. 89 OF 1980 GRAL

"THE HON W T SCOTT

Will Government ascertain and report what has been the totsl
revenue from the sale of sand since the commissioning of the
project on the EBast side and what have been the costo in wages/
salaries etc 31nce that date?

ANSWER

' THE HON_THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Slr, the Gibraltar Quarry Company Ltd operates as a private
company and the data which ‘has been requested is not available
to Government.

SUPPLEMFNTARY TO QUESTION NO, 89 OF 1980

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, isn't that a rather strange position coming from
the Chairman of the Company? '

MR SPEAKER:

I think I have ruled on this one once before. The Minister is
_answerable for his Ministerial responsibilities and not as '
Chairman of any particular firm. : :

"HON P J IS0IA:

I am guestioning, Mr Speaker, the answer. - The Minister was
asked whether he would ‘'ascertain and report'. His answer
has been that the information is not available to the Govern-
ment and my supplementary is, how can that be if he is the
Chairman' of that Company? :

MR SPEAKER:

The answer to that one must be, and I think I must rule on
this one, that he is not entitled to part with information
which he has exclusively as Chairman of the Company and not
as part of his Mlnlsuerlal respon81b111ty.

"HON P J ISOIA:

Can I ask the Minister, is the p051t10n then that the Gibraltar
Quarry Company is unwilling to give that information to the
Government unllke, for example, the Gibraltar Broadcasting Cor-
poration which is another independent body but always seems to
be willing to give its information so that the Chief Minister
‘can answer questions on its behalf in this House? Is the
position that the Gibraltar Quarry Company refuses to give

that information to the GovernmentV
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I think, Sir, T have said that the attitude is that this should

be treated as a nationslised company and that the accounts will
be laid on the table every year as such. I believe the accounts
for the first six months are at the moment in the course of pre-
paration and it is quite possible that an exception can be made
and tue first six months accounts can be laid on the table for
information of Members.

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister if he does not consider the

position of this so-called nationalised industry in Gibraltar to
be rather different to the big nationalised industries in England
where the Chsirman, for example, . is not a Minister in the Govern-
ment? Is it such a difficult process for the Minister to ask the
Gibraltar Quarry Company; "Can you please glve us these figures,
I have been asked about this in the House." Is it so difficult

to do that and for the Quarry Company to cooperate?

MR SPEAKER:

Perhaps. the Leader of the Opposition might wish to ask whether
such information has been requested from the Company.

HON P J ISOILA:

Has the Minister, in fact, asked the Quarry Company to give this
information so that he can reply tc the question? .

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

-8ir, it is a'queSticn of principle. If the Quarry Company

operates ac a private company it has the same rights as any
other private company. I don't think the Government will be -
entitled to go to any private company in Gibraltar and say:

"Iet us have your figures for the last. six months or last year."
It is a question of principle, Sir.

HON P J-ISOLA:

Is the Minister saying that this company which is chaired by
himself, a Minister of the Government and the other directors
are three Government employees, should be treated exactly the
same as any other private company? .

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir. o ' -
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. | , 25 3 80
. NO. 90 OF 1980 o ORAL

“THE HON W T SCOTT

What further progress has been made on the Lime Kiln Steps
Development particularly with Phase 2 of the project?

ANCWER

THE HON;THE-MINISTER FOR _PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the further progress made'on.the two phases is as
follows:~ e

We' call them Phase 1 and Phase 1A, Sir.
Phase 1 ' |

13 of the units are almost complete but the occupation of these’
dwellings is dependent upon the installation of the new sewer
together with the replacement of water mains, electric and tele-
phone mains and the formation of = new entrance to the site from
Lopez Ramp. Due to the delays encountered by the Contractor in
obtaining some materials and specialized plant 1t is unlikely
that work on the new services and entrance will commence until
mid-May 1980, Occupation of the new untis will therefore not

be possible until mid-August 1980 at the earliest.

"Phase 1A '“¥

.The Contract officially commenced on 1 February 1980 and the
demolition works are well in hand. It has been necessary to
redesign completely two of the five blocks, embodied under this

- ‘Phase, as new buildings owing to their structural instability.
This has delayed this project somewhat. Problems encountered in

obtaining specialized plant/materisls etc by the Contractor as
mentioned before have also contributed to these delays and it
is now anticipated that this Phase will not be compleéted until

July 1982.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO_QUESTION NQ, 90 OF 1980
HON W T SCOTT:

Gan the Minister state if there are‘any people still living in
the areas of development in Lime Kiln Steps?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Not -in the area that is being redeveloped, Sir.

HON J BOSSANO: - o0 '
.Mr Speaker, would the Minister not agree that in the light of
the difficulties being experienced it might be prudent at some
stage to question the continued wisdom of pressing on with

modernisation rather than with pulling down all buildings and
replacing them with new construction?

—
<

133




|
. 2.

HON M XK FEATHERSTONE:
The whole vnosition, Sir, depends on once one gevs vhe property
free of tenants and one can start investigating, if the main
structural walls are good then obviously modernisation is a
_good scheme, if the main sturctural walls are unstable then it
is obviously better to knock the whole thing down and start
again from ucratch but you cannot say before you actually in-

vestigate once the tenants are out and you can rip off floor
boards etc, what is going to be the position.

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Minister not agree, Mr Speaker, that in the light of
the experience that has been had.to date for the modernisation
programme, it might be prudent to take a second look at it

HON- M K FEATHERSTONE :
We found with Phase 1, Sir, that the walls were in good condl—
tion and we have been able to do yuite a good job there. It is

Phase 1A which is a different area although in the same general
erea where we have found that the walls have been unstables

4%

134



. 25 3 80
NO. 91 OF 1980 o | ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Will Government state what progress has been made on the deep
: drllllng for water? A

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER POR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, a total of eight boreholds (seven stralght down and one at.
an 1ncline) have now been drilled. Preparations are being made
to drill two further inclined boreholes - which after test
pumping should give the necessary parameters required to assess
whether water of good guality cahn be economically abstracted.
Work and expenditure are.as programmed.

Results are still being assessed.

SUPPBWMENTARY TO QUESTTON NO. 91 OF i980

HON W T SCOTT
Has there been any particuiar success at Hay's Level?®
HON M K FEATHERSTONE: |

The greatest success has been at the ineclined hole at Orion
where a total of 150 metres has been done and we were getting
yield not of the best quality water but of water which possibly
could be used for blending at a rate of about 30 gallons a
minute. .
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25 3 80
"NO. 92 OF 1980° o ' ORAL

~THE -HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, will Government give the figures and cost for water
production from available sources for the months of October,
1979, to February, 1980, and state what the stocks were on the

29th Februarv9

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Figures of water production from available sources for months
of October, 1979, to February, 1980, are as follows:-

Rain- NF I VIR Importa— Total

MONTH fall Wells Distiller Distiller tion Produc-
’ tion

M BETEE o el .o e
Oct 1979 | 17433 | 11231 1463 22252 | 15375 | 66754
Nov 1979 738 | 11624 . 17937, 19021 11513 60833
Dec 1979 1848 12801 - 11930 Nil 13539 1,3118
Jan 1980 10953 13693 11829 CONil 9052 45527
Feb 1980 | 11278 | 1u23 Nil Nil - | 13454 38975

The stock on 29 2 80 stood at 39593 M3 (8.71 Millibn Gallons).

Total production costs are normally worked out over one financial
year when capital charges and other overheads can be correctly
apportioned and an accurate cost per M~ obtained. The estimated
operational costs for 1979/80 were glven in answer to question
No 142 of 31 10 79. .

At present the estimated operating costs for 1980/81 are as
follows:~-

Rainfall £0.33

Wells £0.45

Inportation £1.84

NF Distiller  £2.43.

VIE Distiller £2.20
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 92 OF 1980 |

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Minister say why the VIE Distiller pro-
duced no water for 3 months between December and February?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Because it is on its annusdl overhaul which takes approximately
3 to 4 months. It should come back in April.

HON G T RESTANO:
Since it has produced nothing since December to February, that

is 3 monthu, how.is it that it will only be coming back into
force in Apr11° :

' HON M K FRATHERSTONE :
March is the fourth month. S
"HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I am glad to see that the cost of water of the
Distiller has gone down by 57p. What is the cause for that?

o
HON M XK FEATHERSTONE : '

Because the engineers concerned did a considerable amount of
experﬂmentlng and managed to.improve the yield from around
5% to 70%.

HON G T RESTANO:

T certainly congratulate him on that, Mr Speaker. Can the
Minister say how the increases in the rainfall, wells and the
NF Distiller, how they are conmputed, is this salaries?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

It is mainly as far as the rainfall, wells and importation,

the increase in salaries, as far as the Distillers it is
salaries and cost of fuel.

137



25 3 80
NO. 93 OF 1980 - - ORAL

"THY HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, can Government say when the refurbishing of the
public conveniences at Market Place will be finally completed,
and how much will be the eventual cost as opposed to the
estimated cost? : :

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

8ir, work was scheduled for completion on 21 March 1980 and I
believe it was done. '

The estlmated cost of providing two addltlonal shower cublcles
and internal redecoratlon was £2000.,

Actual cost was £1995.

However additional work to that previously included in the
estimate has been carried out. A third shower cubicle has
been provided, the entire electrical installation has been
renewed, the floor of the men's conveniences has been re-
tiled, the Spanish tile roof has undergone extensive repairs.
The cost of this additional work is in the order of £1300 and
has been charged to Head 20 Ilem 16 (Toilet and Public baths).
This additional work would have had to be done .in any event.

SUPPLENMENTARY TO @UESTION NO. 93 OF 1980

HON A T 1.0ODDO:
Mr Speaker; in fact, the works were only completed yesterday
and ‘the showers in those conveniences are not provided with
curtains and when anybody showers the water gushes out under
the door, is that what the Minister understands by completed?
HON M X FEATBERSTONE:

I will look into the question of curtains, I am very grateful
for the three-day slippage that you inform me of.

HON A T 1LODDO:

Mr Speaker, I had been given to understand that this Jjob was
supposed to .take six weeks and it was. started in October.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

T have been given to understand that it was scheduledfor
completion on the 21st March, Sir.

3
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25 3 80
NO. 9l OF 1980 7 ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government consider the creatlon of an attendance -centre
for juvenile offenders?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONQOMIC DEVELOPMFNT TRADE AND .
' LABOUR AND uOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, the Attendance Centre Rules made in 1961 under the Criminal
Justice Administration Ordinance already provide for the establish-
ment of an Attendance Centre. The Fire Station al Grand Parade 1is
the appointed place for the reception of persons of no%t less than
12 years of age but under 21, and the Chief Fire Officer is the
officer in charge of the Centre.

In 1975 the Criminal Justice Adml vistration Ordinance, was amended
to enable the officer in charge, in appropriate cases,; to require
the offender to carry out supervised activities at some place other
than the Attendance Centre. In this connection the Youth and Career
Service has in the past been desjgnated for this purpose.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION WO oL OF 1980

HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, would the Minister not consider the creation of the use of a
building exclusively as an Attendance Centre as desirable?

" HON A J CANEPA:

Not having regard to the incidence of orders I might inform the
‘Hon Member that no Attendance Centre orders ﬁave been made during
the last two years. :

HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, perhaps this is connected with the fact there is no recognised
or established Attendance Centre.

HON A J CANEPA:

There 1is a recognised Centre as I have said, Mr Speaker, it is the
Fire Station and that is the Centre designated by the Court.

HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, would the Minister not agree then that it is desirable to have
a proper Attendance Centre, a building exclusively for the use as
an Attendance Centre especially in the light of growing juvenile
delinquency throughout the world?

(o
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HON A J CANEPA:

But-fdrtunately, Mr Speaker, not in Gibraltar to the same extent
as in the rest of the world. . :

HON A J HAYNES:
Would he consider it desirable, Sir?
HON A J CANEPA:

A lot of things are desirable, Mr Speaker, but they are not
essential, v
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| 25 3 80
NO. 95 OF 1980 » ORAL

‘THE HON J BOSSANO

. Will Government con81der amending leglslatlon to prov1de for:
higher benefits for persons in receipt of Disability Pensions
which have not been increased for very many years?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, I presume that the question refers to Disablement Pensions
payable under the Employment Injuries Insurance Ordinance, and
in that case, Sir, I should point out that the rates of benefits
under this Ordinance-are increased periodically, in the same way
as Social Insurance benefits. However, the rate of disablement
or industrial death pension applicable in any particular case is
not increased after 1t has been awarded. At the time the award
is made, if the degree of disablement is assessed at 35% or more,
and it is considered by the Medical Board that it will last for
not less than 7 years, the beneficiary may elect to receive a
gratuity instead of a pension.

To increase the pension subsequently would bring the complication
that it would be unfalr on the person who had opted for the
gratulty. -
The matter raised by the Hon.Questioner will be looked into. It
could mean that the option to receive a gratuity would have to
be abolished. I would invite the Hon Questioner to give further
thought to the matter in the light of my reply and let me know
what further views he may have.
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25 3 80

‘NO, 96 OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Will Government prov1de for an 1ncrease in Family Allowance in
July this year?.

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR'ECOﬁOMIC DEVELOPMENT , TRADE AND
' TABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

I think, Mr Speaker, that the Honourable Mr Bossano has been
Sklng thlq question at least since 1973 at the pre~budget
sessilon and always getting the same answer.

This matter will be considered by Government in the context
of its deliberations on whatever budget proposals it will be
presenting to this House later in these proceedings.

I cannot therefore give a reply at this stage.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 96 OF 1980
HON J BOSSANO:
Would the Government agree, however, that they should not be
inhibited from increasing the Family Allowances in Gibraltar .

by the reactionary policies of the Conservatlve Government in
the United Kingdom?
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‘ 25 3 80
. NO. 97 OF 1980 ' ORAL

ITHE {ON W T SCOTT

How often.does the Manpower Plahning Committee meet and what
significant alterations has it made over the last threce years
in the proposed figures and more particularly what is the

projected list of figures under the distinct trade classifica-—-

tion for the next year?
ANSWER

- THE HON THE NINISTER FOR _ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT , TPADF AND
"LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

The Manpower Planning Committee established under the Control
of Employment Ordinance meets at least quarterly, to examine
and kecep under review the employment situation in Gibraitar

and to make recommendations as to the maximum number of permits
which should be issued in respect of particular .industries for
the ensuing 3 months. ' '

During the past 3 years the total permissible quota for employ-
ment permits, in respect of persons who are subject to the

Ordinance, has been increased by 305, from 3385 to 3690. During

this period the actual number of permlts in issue has increased
by 211. The most significant change has taken place in the

building industry, where. there has been an increase of about 210
employment permits and for which there is still provision in the

guota for about a further 100.

The present approved quota Tfor the period ending 30 Apr1l 1980,

is due to be reviewed again when the Manpower Planning bommlttee_

meets in 2 week's tlme°
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. B : 25 3 80

. NO. 98 OF 1980 o ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Will Government amend the appropriate legislation so that old
age vensioners living on their own may have their Television

Licences at reduced fees as well as thelir Telephone Rentals,

Blectiicity and Water charges?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINTSTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR AND. SOCIAL SECURITY

8ir, in the first place, in order to answer this question, I
would need to know what the Hon Questioner regards as an 01d
Age Pensioner. Is it any person over pensionable age or only
. a person receiving an 01ld Age Pensicn under the Social Insur-
ance Ordinance? And whatever the answer to this may be, is it
suggested that the reduced charges for television licences,
telephones, electricity and water should apply irrespective of
means?

In so far as needy elderly vpersorns living on thelr own and
receiving Supplementary Benefits are concerned, their rates
of benefit include an element 4o cover electricity and water
costs. In addition they receive a telephone allowance which
is increased periodically to take account of increases in
telephone rentals. At present the allowance 1s equivalent
to half of the actual rental., ,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 98 OF 1980

HON W T SCOTT:

Does'not the Government think it a more equitable manner of
subsidising them by having a reduced fee payable rather than
to have them being subject to financial supplementary benefits?

HON A J CANEPA:

Subsiding who, Mr Speaker, the old age pensioners or the people

on supplementary benefits?

HON W T SCOTT:

The people under the subject matter of the question.

' MR SPEAKER: | |

I think the Minister has qui%e rightly stated that you must

clarify who you mean. You are being asked to qualify and to
explain what you mean by the term old age pensioner.
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HON W-T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, I was talking about old-age_pensioners generally.
Any person who is in receipt of an old age pensicn.

MR SPRAKER:
Have you any answer to give?
HON A J CANEPA:

- No; Mr Speaker, I stick to the answer I have given.
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| 25 .3 80
NO. 99 OF 1980° - . . ORAL

“THE HON W T SCOTT

Wlll Government make available the statistics it has in its
possession with respect to pensioners in the distinct categories
and also those persons of pensionable age who are either in re-
ceipt of a part pension or no pension at all and will Government
also make available those figures which it has estimates as heing
an approximate number of elderly people not registered with it,
that might he entitled to a pension should the Social Insurance
Ordinance be such as to make the awarding of pensions-(SIP)
universal to Gibraltarians?

ANSWER

 THE_HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,, TRADE AND
: LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, the approximate numbers of persons receiving statutory
pensions from the Department of Labour and Social Security
are as follows: : )

Contributory 0ld Age .Pension : 2,200
Non~Contributory Elderly Persons Pension : 930
Transitional Retirement Pension Ce 70

There are also about 200 persons of pensionable age receiving
Supplementary Benefits, of whom a very small handful are
entitled to one of the above peunsions but at a rate less than
their Supplementary Benefit entitlement.

" 0f the 2,200 in receipt of 01d Age Pension about 600 are
receiving reduced pensions at various rates, depending on

the ‘deficiency in their records of contributions, I am afraid
.that I cannot estimate with any degree of accuracy how many
persons of pensionable age there may be without any pension
of any kind, but their number is not likely to be significant.

I find the last part of the question impossible to answer
because of the way it is put and I should point out that
elderly persons are not required to register with the -
Department. For example ~ in the first place, the Hon
Member mentions Gibraltarians only. There are many other
persons in Gibraltar who are not Gibraltarians. Even if
we consider Gibraltarians only, is it suggested that they
should receive a full 0ld Age Pension irrespective of
whether or not they have been residing and/or working in
Gibraltar for all or part of their working lives?

I have ssid on many occasions - both in this House and out-.
side - that this is an extremely complex matter which, apart
from its financial aspects, goes to the very roots of any
social insurance scheme.
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25 3 80

No. 100 OF 1980 . ORAL

“PHE HON W T SCOTT

Will Government give a breakdown of the unemploymeht figures
in the different categories as at 29th February, 1980%

 ANSWER

THE HON I'HE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT , TRADE AND
' LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY ' ‘

The figures at the end of February 1980 were. as follows: -

SUB-TOTAL TOTAL’
BRITISH _
Adults : Males 56 '
‘ Females 36 - 92
Juveniles : Males 5
Pemales 20 25 . 117
.ALTENS %,
Males : 38
Females : 6 o by . Ll
' ' 161

[ o

Eight girls and two boys school leavers included.
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_ 25 3 80
NO. 101 OF 1980 . ORAL

“THE HON W T SCOTT

Is Government satisfied that the Construction Industry Training
Centre is being fully utilised by both official employers and
the private sector?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR AND SQCIAL SECURITY

Sir, Government is fully satisfied with the use which is being
made of the Construction Industry Training Centre. The other
Official Employer which makes use of the Centre is the Property
Services Agency and which shares the Centre's running costs in
proportion to the use made of it - which at present is about
30%. This lower proportion is due to the running down of the
PSA's directly employed labour force, -which has led to their
sending fewer apprentices and trainees to the antre.

The private sector of the Construction Industry, unfortunately,
does not make much use of the training facilities at the Centre,
in spite of an offer made a few years ago, and which is always
open. No charge is made for the occasional apprentice .or
trainee which the private sector sends to the Centre, the cost
of whose training is borne by “the Government of Gibraltar.

In addition to training constructlon trade apprentices and
labourers to craft standard for the PWD and PSA, the Centre's
facilities are also usedin other respects, such as for trade-
testing craftsmen, arranging for group visits by school
children to the working environment during their last two
years at school, running short courses for supervisors and on
specific subjects such as scaffolding, safety at work, etc.
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25 3 80
NO. 102 OF 1980 ~ ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government state what are its lastest proposals for
development at Catalan Bay? '

ANSWER

THE HON THE.MINISTER FOR RBCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, Government now proposes to erect 12 dwellings at Catalan
Bay at the northern end of the Village. Work would start
during the 1980/81 financial year. :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 102 OF 1980
HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I am pleased to hear that Government has decided
to double the construction there in this Development Prog-.
ramme. May I ask why it is that the full amount of Dlx+ee
dwellings cannot be done during this year? '

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Spesker, I don't think the ggovernment has decided to double.

"the number of flats, I think Mr Serfaty gave the figure of ten
flats as the total required at Catalan Bay in December, 1979
.and he said that the Government would endeavour to provxde
this. Thise was in answer to guestion No. 213.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, if the present Minister for Economic Development
looks carefully at that reply of his predecessor he will see
that what was said was: '"These considerations have dictated
the Government's proposals for the construction of six
dwellings at Catalan Bay under the current Development Pro-
gramme." I think I was quite correct in saying that I was
glad that Government had doubled that. Why is it not
possible to do the sixteen?

HON A J CANEPA:

Because the plans have been designed for twelve. You could
build thirty, no doubt, if you were to build eight, nine or
ten storeys, but this is a reasonable number of flats that
can be provided on that site as cleared at the moment.

HON G T RESTANO: b

.Mr Speaker, how many floors will this development have?

HON A J CANEPA:

Four floors.
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HON G T RESTANO:

Would it not be possible, Mr.Speaker, to have built a block high
encugh so that there would be an entrance from the top end of
Sir Herbert Miles Road as well as from Catalan Bay Village?

HON A J CANEPA:

- It may well be the case, Mr Spesker, it might be possible given

the necessary labour, giventhe necessary funds, no doubt, but
there are priorities and there are constraints.

HON G T RESTANO:

Would it not be desirable, Mr Speaker, in-ofder to try and solve
once and for all the whole rehousing problems in that area?

HON A J CANEPA:

No, Sir, the housing problem at Catalan Bay cannot be solved at
the expense of the rest of the community, it must keep reasonable
pace with new housing in the rest of town. .

.

HON G T RESTANO:

I agree with that, Mr Speaker, but on the other hand there is
not a large smount of space available in Catalan Bay so once, I
would have thought, space was¢ava11ahle it should be used to its

'optlmum use.

- HON A J CANEPA:

I thznk that this is making reasonaole use of the space available

"there as a first phase.

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, would not the estimated cost of the Catalan Bay
housing as set down in the approved estimates of 1979/80 of
£120,000 indicate that the project was only for six houses
originally as agreed and approved by Government?

HON A J CANEPA:

I don't know, Mr Speaker, whether that was for the whole of the
project or whether there was a balance to carry forward. If it
was for the whole of the progect that would indicate, I imagine,
about © units.
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NO. 103 OF 1950 . ORAT

THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, does Government have any intentions to develop
Jumper's Bastion or put it to salutory use?

ANSWER

THE HON THRE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

8ir, there are no plans at present for developing either North
or South Jumpers. In the case of South Jumpers, the accommo-
dation, which is below ground, is excessively damp and cannot
be used because of its extremely dilapidated condition. The
cost of rehabilitating these casenates Would be high and un-
economice.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 103 OF 1980

 HON G T RESTANO: ‘ | P
May 1 ask, Mr Speaker, what those costs Would‘be?
HON A J CANEPA:u |

I do not have the infofmation?kSire

HON G T EESTANO: |

- In that case, MNr Speaker, if he doesn't have the 1nformatlon
how can he say the cost is too high?

HON A J CANEPA:

That is the technical advice which is given, Mr Speaker.
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NO. 104 OF 1980 : ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, can Government give an assurance that land made
avallable for development as garages for buses and lorries in
the industrial_area will nct be used for any other purpose?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,'TRADE'AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, I can confirm that as a matter of general principle
Government gives the most careful scrutiny to any change-of-
use application. This applies a fortiori to applications
affecting land allocated for specific purposes.

e’;«r{
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NO. 105 OF 1980 - ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO '

Mr Speaker, will Government make an open area available for the
parking of lorries and trailers and prohibit the indiscriminate
parking of these as now occurs which contributes so much to the
untidy appearance of Gibraltar?

ANSVER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DLEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR AND SOCTIAIL SECURITY

The short answer to the first part of the question is that there
is no longer any open area that could be considered for this pur-
pose. Land has always been in short supply in Gibraltar and
available resources have been absorbed by succeeding Development
Programmes. ‘

The "sixty foot strip! next to the Incineratdr at Devil's Tower
Road has been earmarked as a small lorry park.

Control of parking, of course, is a Police matter and the Police
Force is empowered to take action in appropriate cases.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO @HESTION NO. 105 OF 1980
HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Specaker, it appears that now lorries and trailers are parked
indiscriminately along Winston Churchill Avenue between the
pedestrian crossing and the Cross of Sacrifice and is that not
a hazard for other traffic and for the people in the area?

HON A J CANEPA:
I would agree with the Hon Member that this is a hazard, Mr
Speaker, I think it is a matter for the Police or perhaps my

colleague the Minister with the responsibility for traffic
could bring this to the attention of the Police.
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NO. ‘106 OF 1980 o ORAL

+THE HON G T RESTANQ

Mr Speaker, is it still Government's intention *to have a multi-
storey car park built at the married quarters site at Casemates
“if and when the property . is taken over by the Gibraltar Government?

ANSWER

 THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIG DEVELOPMENT , TRADE AND
- LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, there has been no change in Government's thinking on the

future of the Casemates Married Quarters site. The intention

is still to make the site available when it can be’released

for redevelopment as a multi-storey car park with an element

of commercial and business usage. to ensure that the project
is economically viable.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO GUESTION NO. 1Q6 OF 1980

HON G T RESTANO:

Would the Minister not agree that to have‘a'multi«utcrey'car
park right at the beginning of Main Street would not be a very
desirable thing?

e

o [ .

HON A J CANEPA:

- I think, Mr Speaker, that that is an ideal site, it is s site
which is earmarked for that purpose in the city plan and no
~objections that I can recall were raised.. I would imagine that
having regard to the site in question it is-ideal. You do want
a car park of this nature, a multi-storey car park, I would say,
on what I would call the periphery of the town centre.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker., I agree that the approximate area is an ideal place
to have a multi-storey car park but multi~-storey car parks are
rather ugly buildings and I would have thought perhaps an area
in, for example, opposifte Ocean Heights which is as close to
the centre as necessary and with easy access, would have been
preferable rather than cluttering up the beginning of Main
Street with an ugly building.

HON A J CANEPA:
I don't thihk, ¥r Speaker, it need necessarily be ugly. I
think the fagade on the Main Street side would have shops and

perhaps offices and entrance to the car park would be at Line
" Wall. ' .
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HON G T RESTANO:

Would the Minister have a look at thé project?

HON A J CANEPA: | ' | |

If, hopefully, the project does get off the ground I am sure
that the Chief Planning 0fficer will advise the Development

and Planning Commission very carefully in order to ensure that
the building is as attractive as it can reasonably be made.

5.
e,
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NO. 107 OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Is the planned handover of the Dockyard and Technlcal College
proceeding to the original schedule?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Education)
Yes, Sir. The transfer of management is still scheduledto

take place in September 1981 and dloCHSSlOHS on this are
continuing with the UK Government.
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25 3 80
No,. 108 OF 1980 .+ ... ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Does Government have any intention of taking over the land and
buildings known as the Fleet Pavilion and if so to what use will
it be put and will Government further state whether it has
applied for the release of any other property or site adjacent
or near to the Fleet Pavilion? .

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
. LABOUR AND SOCTAL SECURITY

Sir, Government has no contingency plans for taking over the
Fleet Pavilion since no indication has ever been given that it
would be released by the Ministry of Defence as surplus to re-
guirement. -

The possibility of convertlng No 2 Naval Ground into a car park
has been raised with MOD's representatlves in the Development
and Planning Commission. The impression gathered is that there
would be no MOD objection to such a proposal if the playing
facilities available at this ground, or indeed at both playing
fields, were reprovided. Thig.could be done by suitable re-
clamation or by providing a playing deck above the car park.
Either solution would be bound to 1nvolve substantidal expendi-
ture.
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,NO. 109 OF 1980 | ORAL

- THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Will Government state what is the current position with regard

to the future of USOC?
 ANSWER .

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR _AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, it is understood that the Ministry of Defence is still
considering the use to which the former USOC Club House will
be put. May I add that the sporting facilities continue to
be avallable.
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‘NO. 110 OF 1980 . ORAL

. THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, will Government consider utilising the area known as the

- "Jungle" to create more parkiug spaces thereby alleviating the
prarking problem in general for the residents of Moorish Castle
and also clear part of the area and make it usable for chlldren
as a playground?

| ANSWER - |
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, some 20 extra parking spaces have been provided at Moorish
Castle during the current financial year and the marking of
parking bays has been effected. This has greatly improved the
situation. A

Approaches are currently being made to MOD for the release of
further land in that area for use as car parks and plans are
ready to effect this work ir the land is released.

Access to the "Jungle'" area is through Castle Communication,
which is extremely narrow. In order to allow traffic to use
this access freely a considerable amount of rock blasting to
‘widen the road would be necessary. Any car parking scheme
at this site would therefore be very expensive, and is con-
.sidered impractical.

Government has considered the possibility of converting the
area for leisure purposes and a playground could be included,
" but costs so to do are very high andé the scheme has been
allotted a low priority.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 110 OF 1980

HON W T SCOTT:

With reference to that part of the question dealing with the
children's playground, has Government solicited the help or
the advice of certain Youth Clubs in Gibraltar?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE‘

Not at this stage, Slr, we would do if we actually intended to
go ahead to bUle a playground up that area.

HON G T RESTANO: _

.Mr Speaker, with reference to the part of the question about
alleviating the parking problem,is Government satisfied that
all the garages allocated in the Estate are, in fact, belng
used as garages and not for some other purpose?
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

FProm my rather scanty local knowledge of the area, I think there
is at least one garage which is not being used as a garage, 1
beliéve it is used as a shop and I think they have a trade
licence to do so but I am not very acquainted with that situa-

" tion at all..

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Minister look into this and, pefhaps, let
me know? Does he think it desirable that garages should be used
for any purpose other than a garage?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

T am willing to look into it, Sir, but I believe that there is

some demand for the need which this shop serves which is fruit
and vegetables in that area.
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25 3 80
NO. 111 OF 1980 o ORAL

‘THE _HON W_T SCOTT

" Has Government ascertaired what were the causes of the oilinfil-
~tration in the Harbour recently, what measures it took to dis-
perse this oil and what further measures it envisages taklng to
~obviate 31m11ar condltlons arising again?

ANSWER

IHE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR _AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, Slr, I would 11ke to reply to questlons No 111 and
No 112 together.

The causes of the oil pollution are unknown; no oil slicks were
reported entering the Harbour and no pollution of Port waters
exists, other than in the v101n1ty of the Camber and the Calpe
Row1ng Club. .

The Camber is only sllghtly pollutad whereas the sea at the
Calpe Rowing Club has a thick film of oil, specially in the
slipway area. When this was notified to the Port Department,
the City PFire Brigade were immediately informed and both areas
were treated with dispersants. Since the first report, the
situation has not worsened. ‘

There has been no spillage in the Harbour and it is presumed
that the oil has infiltrated during a westerly blow.

Other than spraying the area with dispersant, there is virtually
nothing else that can be done. During daylight hours, visual
watch for oil slicks 1is maintained from the Port Department
Lookout situated at Western Arm.

When oil slicks are sighted their location-is communicated to
the Dockyard Fire Brigade, who deal with them prior to their
entering Harbour. .During the hours of darkness it is impossible
to maintain a watch.

It was at one stage suggested that oil in the wvicinity of the
Gibraltar Yacht Club was possibly caused by a leakage in the
0il supply line from Coaling Island to King's Bastion. The
roadway was dug but no trace of oil or leakage was found.

As regards taking any further measures, it must be stressed that
we can only rely on visual sightings and treatment being given
immediately. In this context £3000 is provided for dispersants
in the Estimates of the City Fire Brigade. The Dockyard Fire
Brigade also keep stocks of dispersants.

Apart from the presenceof oil in the waters in the areas stated

and the reported soiling of Pleasure Boats, no other damage is
known to have been caused.

P
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS 111 AND 112 OF 1980

HON W T SCOTT

Has Government received any claims by .the boat owners and if so
what is the extentQ

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

lir Speaker, if I may, perhaps, answer that guestion. There is
one claim which was made some time ago on behalf of the Yacht
Clube. Whether or not this relates to oil which appeared in
January of this year, whether or not that is the same o0ill is a
matter which is undetermined but there has been one .claim made
by the Yacht Club in respect of oil which was in the waters
around the Yacht Club as far back, indeed, as July of last year
and that is a claim which 1is belnc deslt with by my Chambers
and Government. I should, perhaps, add that 1liability is not
accepted in respect of that claim.
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THE HON W T SCOTT

Will Government state the extent of the damage caused by the
recent oil spilling in the Harbour?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Answered together with Question No. 111 of 1980.
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NO. 113 OF 1980 ©  ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES
8ir, will Government take steps to ensure that the number of
berthlng facilities for small yachts and pleasure craft are
not reduced even temporarlly by developments in the Port area?
ANSWER.

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, yachts berthing within the Cbmmercial Port of Gibraltar

" .do so only when berths are available and always on two hours

notice, as the primary respons:Lbilltv of the Port Authorltles
lies with commercial shlps. :

At present yachts are berthed at Sheppard's Yacht Marina and
in the Destroyer Pens, the former being a private Narlna, and
the latter within Admlralty waters.

A second Marina will be opurational shortly, which will be
capable of berthing approximately 180 yachts. It will be:
equipped with all the .ancillary facilities required by
.yachtsmen.

- The Destroyer Pens dre at present catering for 31 yacht89
which could easily be absorbed by the two Marinas.

SUPPLEMENTARY TQ QUESTiON NO, 115?OF 1980
HON A J HAYNES: ' |
Sir, I take it that the answer is no, then?'
HON A J CANEPA: |
You are perfectly correct.
HON A J HAYNES: |

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Member aware that the Camber could be
developed to take far many more yachts?

HON A J CANEPA:
I am aware, Mr Speaker, of the fact that additional pontoons '
and other moorings have been provided within the Camber
recently.

\,

HON A J HAYNES:

Have they been completed recently?
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HON A J CANEPA:

This has been a subject which has been under cousideration in
the Development and Planning Commission over the last two years
or so and in fact the chains were made available by the Ministry

" of Defence to lay them at the bottom of the sea in order to

provide the necessary moorings.

HON A J HAYIES:

Yes, but have they been laid?

HON A J CANEPA‘

I am not sure what the state of play of that is, Mr Speaker, I

would require separate notice of that question.' -
HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, does the Minister consilder it desirable for yachts coming
in as they do now from the Atlantic after the March equinox to
find that there is no reduction in berthing facilities? Does
he consider it desirable to have these yachts and if so will
the Minister take steps to make sure that they will be berthed?

HON A J CANEPA:

"I consider it desirable that the number of berths should not be

reduced but I consider it absolutely essential that the necessary

- development that is required at the Port for the economic benefit

of Gibraltar is not impeded by a few yachts which could otherwise
be berthed at the new Marina which, as I say, will open shortly

‘and I mean shortly within the next few months.

HON A J HAYNES:

Months is the period we are talking about, Sir. The point is
that would it not have been desirable to have the Camber develop-
ment completed before the Destroyer Pens were evacuated or
emptled9 -

HON A J CANEPA:

The Destroyer Pens are going to be required by the Government
before the year is out and therefore it may become necessary .
for those yachts to be moved elsewhere. It becopes an absolutely
essential matter that the Government should have No 4 jetty avail-
able for commercial use in the Port.

HON A J HAYNES: ‘

LS

- Sir, without g01ng 1nto the benefits to Gibraltar of the Port

Development as opposed to the possible benefits from yachts, I
ask the Minister that he will ensure that the Camber and every
other facility will be made available to yachts so that there
is no decrease in the number of berthing facilities available.

Ve
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HON A J CANEPA:

I cannot glve such assurances, Mr Speaker. I think the develop-
ment which is necessary in the commercial port cannot be held up
by the requlrements of a few yachts.

HON J BOSSANO:.

Could I ask the Minister how the development of the expansion

of Sheppard's Marina will affect the use of that area at present
by small fishing boats ownhed by local residents? This is the
area next to Sheppard's Marina, not the new Marina, the existing
Marina which I understand is due to be developed next to the
Gifmac Ice Factory around that area at Waterport. )

HON A J CANEPA

I am trying to cast my memory back to matters that have come to
the Development and Planning Commission with which I have not
dealt directly but. as far as 1. can recall I remember there was

a request by the operators of Sheppard's Marina for a certain
area which they required in order to carry out further expansion
and my understanding, again guoting from memory, was tha% that
request was refused. I don't think that.the Government was in a
position to make that avallable as there was a continuing use
for it.

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Minister agree that if the situation arose as a result
of that request for the need to evacuate that area of all the
small craft presently using it that he should consult with re-
presentatives of the people involved?

HON A J CANEPA:

. the
I know that there is constant consultation with|Small Boat
Owners Association, the Goveranment consulted them, in fact,
only a week or ten days ago. Last Tuesday there was a meeting
with the Small Boat Owners Association so they are kept fully
consulted.
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NO. 11l OF 1980  ORAL

"DHE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, would GoVernment consider implementing a Gibraltar
-Summer time by advancing the clock by one hour during thﬁ
Summer perlod? : . .

ANSWER

- THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Sir, this matter was considered in depth last year after con-
sultation with interested parties, including Government Depart-
ments, the Chamber of Commerce, the Hotels Association, the
Gibraltar Travel Agents Associlation, the Gibraltar Taxl Associ-
ation and the Trade Unions. The Government appreciated that an
additional hour of daylight on summer evenings would be generally
welcome from the point of view of leisure activities. The
Government also recognised, however, that there would be certain
disadvantages in making the change, particularly in relation to
the time available for shopping by day-trippers to Gibraltar.
While it was not possible to quantify the economic disadvantages
which would ensue from a change, it was considered that, in the
present economic situation, it would be preferable to take no
action which might prejudice an important source of revenue.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 114 OF 1980
HON P J ISOLA: | |

Does thls mean that because of day-trippers the community will
not have an extra hour of daylight? .

"HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, it is much wider than that, with great respect. First of
all, I would like to say that we are always prepared to look
at thls if new arguments are produced ana, in fact, we had the
advice of all the people and it took gquite an exercise to come
to this decision. In the first place, sailings of ferry with
~Morocco cannot be changed, one hour shopplng time would be lost,
25,000 day excursionists visited Gibraltar in 1978 and spent
£650 000, so that is a factor which we have taken into account.
- The Chamber of Commerce is against the change on these grounds
as well as the Hotel Association and the Association for Travel
Agents unless the Mons Calpe traffic is not affected. The
Gibraltar -Taxi Association are against it if it is going to
reduce the number of tourists and, naturally, the Trade Unions
are generally in favour, I have a completely open mind, we did
a big exercise, it is too Jlate now to do it this year but we
would have to review the matter if additional evidence 1S
produced next year.
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HON P J ISOILA:

Mr'Speakér, this is cxsctly the same that was said last years
The Government answered last year that they would consider

introducing it as an experiment this year. This question is

being asked in March, is 1t not amazing that because the boats
can't change their time or the aeroplane can't change their
times, and I would have thought this was a simple matter, that
people who work in offices late and who could have this extra
hour and enable them to go to the beach and enjoy the pleasures
of summer will be deprived of it, and I would have thought that
shop hours could be altered too to suit the new hours. It is
no use the Chief Minister saying that they will consider it
again next year, that is what was said last year. Why doesn't
the Government have a go at trying something new?

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, on the question of thcse day-trippers, these day-
trippers are not affected.

MR SPEAKER:

«

No, we are not going to debate the. matter. We are going to
ask questionse. : :

HON A T LODDO:

The day-trippers cannot be affected because in any case the
Chamber of Commerce always applies for permission for shops
to remain open. -

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

' If the Hon Member would give way before he proceeds, I will
" explain that I think he is on the wrong tack. It is not that

it will be impossible because the shops are not opened, it is-

- because if they keep to their time-tables, the visitors would

e here in Gibraltar one hour less.
MR SPEAKER:
It is the difference in time between Morocco and Gibrsltar.

HON A T LODDO:

rThat“timevtable can be changed.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

They will not change it.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, may I suggest to the Chief Minister that he con-
siders licensing of transportation between Gibraltar and
Tangier in that case because in the same way as a scheduled
airline change thelr time-~table at whim to suit their con-
venience it is time that the convenience of the people of
Gibraltar was taken into account.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It is the economic interest of the people of Gibraltar that
we  are taking into account which leads to the convenience of
the people of Gibraltar. _ )
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NO. 115 OF 1980 - © ORAL
“THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, in view of the fact:that the Chief Minister stated
publicly in the pre-election programme "Face the public" that

"~ his Government had been in consultation and correspondence with
the presently engaged Paediatrician for 18 months would he not
agree that he misled the House in opposing and defeating an
Opposition motion in the last House of Assembly asking for the
appointment of a Paediatrician?

ANSWER

.. THE HON mHJ CHI‘F MINISTER .

Sir, the Government's attitude in thls ‘matter has been consis~-
tent throughout. Before the question of engaging a full-time
paediatrician was first raised by the Hon Member in February,
1979, the Minister for Medical and Health Services had arranged,
as announced in a Press Release in August, 1978, to have the.
question of paediatric needs studied by the King"s College Re-
search Unit. The advice given at that stage was that a team of
paediatric consultants should visit Gibraltar four times a year
and that, after a year's trial, a further assessment should be
made.

The report on this assessment, received on 2 November, 1979,
recommended that a Community Paediatrician should be recruited
to carry out specific functions, in accordance with the parti-
cular requlrements of the 31tuatlon in Gibraltar, whlch were
set out in detail.

By adopting this course of action, rather than being rushed in-
to a snap decision to engage a full-time paediatrician, the
Government obtained two significant advantages. In the Tirst-

" place, the special needs of the situation in Gibraltar, as

. assessed over a period of a year by a team of no less than four
consultants, were buillt into the functions of the post. Secondly,
as a result of their close interest and connection with Gibraltar
over that period of a year, the King's College Research Unit sub-~
sequently placed all their paediatric facilities at Gibraltar's
disposal and are willing to arrange further visits by their
paediatric specialists as and when these are requested by our

own Consultant Paediatrician.

When the Government opposed and defeated in this House, on

1 November, 1979, the Opposition motion that immediate steps
should be taken to implement a full-time paediatric service in
Gibraltar, it did so because, as it had already made perfectly
clear, it was awaiting advice, from the Research Unit, advice.
which, as it happened, arrived on the following day and was
immediately acted upone. :
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Sir, it has seemed to me necessary to explain, yet again, the
Government's consistent policy on this issue and the reasons
why we opposed .the motion - all of which are set out in the
Hansard. Insofar as ny statement in the pre-election programme
was concerned, I said nothing new. I said in the debate on the
motion in November last year that people had shown an interest

'in the possible job of paediatrician and that this was a matter

for the Public Service Commission. When the Research Unit's
advice was received, the post Was advertised and a selection
was made.

Sir, for almost a year, the Hon Member failed to shake the
Government off the course which 1t had set itself - on =2
matter takenup on the Minister's initiative and not that of
the Hon Member. He falled furthermore to make political
capital out cof his campaign on this subject. Now that the
matter has beccn resolved by the Government, in a manner which
is to the best advantage of the Paediatric Service and which
would not otherwise have been possible, the Hon Member raises
it yet again. In doing so he suggests that I have deliberately
misled the House. This is a most serious allegation which is
completeiy unjustified and which I repudiate. It is.also my
view, Sir, that to flog a dead horse is an abuse of the proce-
dures of this House.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 115 OF 1980
HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, the Chief Minister says that the Minister for
Medicel and Health Services first started his investigation of
the matter in August 1978, yet the Minister during the debate
which he has mentioned said that he had only gone into this

"after Professor Jolly had come to Gibraltar and Professor

Jolly came o Gibraltar at the end of September of 1978, so
which of the two siatements do I accept?

MR SPEAKER:

I gave a lot of thought as to whether I should allow this ques-
tion. I allowed it so that you could be given an explanation.
You have been given an answer and I will not allow debate as to
what was said and what was done. You are free to seek informa-
tion but we have got to be careful not to fall into the tempta-
tion of debating the subject.

HON-G T RESTANO: )
I just wanted to clarify that point, that the previous Minister
for Medical and Health Services seemed to mention a different
date to the one mentioned by the Chief Minister and I wondered
which of the two statements was the one I could keep.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, I am not prepared to answer any supplementaries on
my statement.

o
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HON P.J ISOLA:

Does the statement that the Chief Minister had. been in consul-
tation and correspondence with the presently engaged paedia-

. trician for 18 months, doss that explain why it was that the
paediatrician's family came to Gibraltar, settled down and his
- children went to schoollong before the Government made the
policy decision e o« « o o '

MR SPEAKER: _ _

No, I will not allow that question}

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

In any case, there is one thing wrong. The Hon Leadef of the
Opposition has attributed to me having said somethlng about

him which I didn't say..
HON P J ISOLA:

I am sorry I thought he had said it. That remark was not made .

by the Chief Minister then? ‘

MR SPEAKER:

It has been clearly statedby the Chief Minister in his state-
ment that it was only after the report was accepted that the
matter was referred to the Public Serv1ce Commission and the
post advertised.

HON P J ISOILIA:

I do not think he has denied that he said in the programme
that he had been in consultstion and correspondence.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Not I, the Government.

HON P J ISOTA:

That is not denied? - - .

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

That there had been contact with an applicant, yes, of course.

HON P J ISOLA:

What I am asking is does that explain why 1t was that the
applicant and his family came to Gibraltar long before the
Government made a decision to employ a paediatrician?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No.

MR SPEAKER:
Next gquestions
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NO. 116 OF 1980 ORAL

| THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Will Government support the idea of having a Gibraltar Centre
in the United Kingdom and if so in what way do they envisage
they could help in making this project materislize?

. ANSWER

padaiiimat A e LA

- THE _HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

‘8ir, the Government has noted with interest the reports on

the Press Conference held by Mr Albert Poggio on behalf of

the Association of Gibraltarians in the United Kingdom - the
Gibraltar Group. I personally welcome this move to reacti-

vate the Association and hope that their efforts will command
general support from Gibraitarians both here and abroad. It

has been stated that the Gibraltar Government will be approached
for assistance but noc such approach has yet been made. Only
when the Government is asked for specific ways in which it might
be able to help will it be possible to consider what might be
done. While I think that the Gibraltar: Group in -the United
Kingdom is a very desirable manifestation of our identity as a
people, even among those who are not living in Gibraltar - or
perhaps particularly among those who are not living in Gibraltar -
I believe that this kind of movement, if it is to succeed, must
do so substantially on the voluntary efforts of thoseinterested
and concerned. The Government is certainly sympathetic to these
efforts but it would be wrong to make promises of assistance be-
fore a specific request is received and can be considered. Even
then, such a request will have to be weighed very carefully
against other pressing demands on the public purse. The Govern-
- ment will, of course, have to be satisfied, bearing in mind in
‘particular that, as stated by one of the Trustees, the Group has
been inactive for two years, that the project will be viable,
lasting and well administered. .

As I have said, this kind of movement depends essentlally on the
support of a large number of people and I would like to take this
opportunity to urge all Gibraltarians, here and abroad, to show
their support by contributing to the Group's financial target.
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THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Will Government consider publishing a pamphlet on Gibraltar
similar to that produced by the Gibraltar Branch of the
European Movement for distribution in influential circles
in Britain and other countries of the European Economic
Communities and Commonwealth? .

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Sir, a written statement of the views of-the pecple of
Gibraltar is in preparation for use by the delegation from
Gibraltar to the European Parliament which, as announced
last week, will be taking place in April. The Government
will consider publishing this statement for general dis-
tribution. :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION’NO..117 OF 1980

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Will it be published in the form simiiar to the leaflet where
there are some pictures and illustrations, in order to make
the person looking at it interested in the subject?

HON CEIEF MINISTER:

We shall try to do that.
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NO., 118 oF 1980

ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO

When is it expected that GBC will be fully operational fr
Mercury House? ,

ANSWER

. IHE HON THE CHIBEF MINISTER

Work on the conversion of part of lMercury House is pfoceédlng

according to schedule and, as env1saged GBC/TV will be able
to start operating from there 1n July this year.

The transfer of GBC Radio will then follow.- and I am informed

that GBC should be fully operaticnal from Mercury House by
the end of this year.
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. NO.__119 OF 1980 ~ ORAL
THE HON P J ISOLA

ASlr, w111.Government consider re-opening talks with the Gibraltar
roadcasting Corporation for the purpose of permlttlng the prec-
ceedings of the House to be broadcast9
ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, in reply to Question 290/78 in the last House I
stated, after consultation with GBC, that it would be desirable
to defer consideration of the question of broadcasting the
meetings of the House until GBC, who had other pressing commit-
ments, were in a better position to pursue the matter.

I am now pleased to inform the House that, as the move to Mercury
House is progressing satisfactorily, GBC have agreed that it will
be possible to continue discussion of this matteér in the very near
future. :

MR SPEAKER:

May 1 perhaps add to that answer that I have received a letter
from GBC about two days ago saying that they are now in a posi-
tion to consider broadcasting and asking for suggestions and
that it is my intention to write to both the Chief Minister and
the Leader of the Opposition suggesting that a sub-committee be
appoiuted to study the matter.
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THE HON P J ISOLA

Will Government give consideration to aending the appropriate
legislation so that persons who at Election time are away from
Gibraltar such as students and holiday-makers will be able to
vote by post? - ’ : :

ANSWER

- PHE HON THE CHIZF MINISTER

Yés, Sir.
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NO. 121 oF 1980

Lo " ORAL
"LHE HON. MAJOR R J PELIZA o

SO

s to make it compulsory for drivers of vehicles. to. have their
" blo '

d gr ups recorded on their drlving llcences?

AM?WR

THE HON THE FTNANCIAL AND DFVELOPMEN” SDCRETARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, Wlth your permi831on I will deal with this.
Question and Questlon No 126 from the Hon A T Loddo at the
_same tlme. T L y R : ;
~'The for gt of the GIbraItar Derlng Licence follows the Model
Dr1v1ng ermit as set out in Annex-9 of the United Nations Con-
vention on road. traffic, This does- ' not provide any information
on bloodlgroups and dlstlnguishes the different categories. of
vehlcles. which the holder is authorised to drive. If the UN-
format. were ohanged the Government would clesarly conelder
;31m11ar changes in the Gibraltar form of 1lcence.

. SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUF}STION NOS. 121 AND 126 OF. 1980
' HON MATOR R J P’*‘LIZA ‘ R

I fully accept that perhans they want to stick to the format,

‘but would Government consider encouraglng drivers to have some-; .
. thing with the licence which could give details such as blood .
‘group and oerhaps if they have any heart condition and things
like that which would be very, very useful in case of an accident,

particularly, I think, if the frontler opens and they find them—'
.8elves across the horder. . _

- HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT . SECRETARY'

Mr Speaker, certainly the Government would be prepared to consider
this but it would have to be a voluntary matter and not a matter
that persons are requlred to do. . :

HON MAJOR R J PE LIZA

.-Perhaps, Mr .Speaker, if it cannot be made compulsory perhaps it
could be encouraced.. )

'HON A T 1LODDO ¢

Mr Speaker, I am grateful for the information as to the law as
'promulgated by the United Nations but -my point in raising this
guestion is that the law in-the United Kingdom, on which we like
to base ourselves, is that a holder of a 'B' licence is entitled
to ride a moped or a similar vehicle under 50 cc capacity and not
only that but any holder of a learner's licence, a provisional
licence, as from the age of 16 is allowed to drive an under 50 cc.
Would Government consider changing the law here in Gibraltar?

a0

:.Wilé Government consider the introductlon of amendlng leglslatlon



2e

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

"Mr Speaker, Sir, I discussed this questlon with the staff respon-
sible, the Motor Car Examiners, and it is considered that in the
traffic conditions in Gibraltar that a. ceparate test for a moped
“is necessary. We considéered it very carefully and on balance this
“is the view eccepted by the Government. :

‘ HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I would have thoughﬁ Mr Speaker, that in England it is much more
necessary than in Glbraltar.- o .

‘MR ' SPEAKER:

~Yes, but we are not going to4go{ihfo that. _Next.queétion.

o \ -




NO. 122 OF 1980 . omap

T}E HON_A J HAYN"‘S

LM Speaker,'c*w Government estlmate Wnat 1oss in revenue resulﬁs

. to the Gibraltar Government and to commercial interests generally

- as a consequence of the Shell bunﬁerlng llghter belng wlthdrawn
from serv1ce for three Wee s9 : o _

) . ANSWER

-

THE HON THu FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT S“CRuTARf

Mr Speaker, Slrf no._ I regret that it is not p0831b1e.forfthe' *
Government to provide the information requested by the Honoursble
Member. It would be necessary %o establish-how many ships if any

do not cdll at Gibraltar because of the absence of lighter facili-
ties. This 1nformatlon 31mply cannot be ascertalned. : ‘

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. ,122 OF 1980
HON A J HAYNES: |

Mr Speaker, I do take it that Government is aware that it does
result in loss? S o . - e

HON FINANCIAL.AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Yes, Sir, there is a certain loss both to Government in terms of
“the bunkerage fees loss and also, of course, to Shell.

HON AJ HAYNES: o .eif.;fiﬂi'

But if Government is aware that is. is incurring the losu, surely
it should do somethlng to prevent it in the future?

MR SPEAKER'

We must not go beyond the scope of the questlon. It is not o
N Government's responsibility to .provide the service. The ques- ‘

tion has been allowed because it relates to the loss of revenue !
and on that score you can ask what you like but no further.

HON P J ISOLA IR j-»vua~<;ﬂ;,i.; ERER o

Is not the magorl*y of bunkering in the Port taken from lighters?
Is the Financial and Development Secretary aware¢

HON FINANCIAL AND DmVELOPMENT S“CRBTARY

Mr Speaker Slr, my understandlng is that qulte a proportlon of ,
vessels come in and take the fuel alongside, or can come along- f
side, in an emergency they cdan do so. The problem here in
ascertaining the information required is that a notice is put
out to Lloyds that for a certain period bunkerlng will not be

- possible here because the bunkering vessel is being renovated B
and we have no idea how many ships that Would have come in, in i
fact, go past Glbraltar. : o : o - .

e
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HON P J ISOIA:

Mr upea&er, as this is, T would have thoush+, a vital service thdt
- the Port gives, should not the Government approach the company con-
~cerned to have & replacement lighter availlable for what amounts to
almost 1/12th of the year in view of the repercussions it has on

. the Port, generally, as a Port that gives service and prides itself
on giving excellent services to shipping. Is this not rather like,
I would suggest, Gibraltar Airways when it withdraws its aircraft-
from the Tangier run for a month? Is it not the case and in most
parts of the world other facilities are given by the company that
has it%? Does not Government consider it-sssential to ensure that
that service is availlable to the Port throughout the year and will
Government take some action on the matter?

~ HON FIWAN“IAL AND DmVELOPMENT SﬁCRmTARY

Mr Speaker, Slr, We understand from the’ company concerned that a
relief lighter is not easily obtainable and that the cost would
be so high that it would ‘be-unecononmic to bring it in for so short
a period.

HON P J ISOLA:
Mr Speaker, it i1s not a question of buying one, it is a question of
chartering one for the period in questlon, I would havethought and
if it proves a 1little more expensive than not having a lighter at
all, should not the company concerned consider the fact that it has
a monopoly in the Port and that as a monopoly holder of a service
in fhe Port it owes a duty tc the Port?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am afraid thaL the Hon Leader of the OppOoltlon
misunderstood my reply. I did not say that acquiring a second
lighter but thet a relief lighter, ile the ~ost of bringing a
lighter from elsewhere into Gibraltar for three weeks would be so
high that it would be uneconomic.. '

. HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, that doesn't really answer my questlon which is that
the company concerned, should it not consider the fact that in
view of its unique 51that10a it should provide this service )
throughout the year even if it costs money to provide it in. view
of the fact that it has the compensatan benefit of having a
monopoly situation throughout the year?

HON PINANGIAL AND DEVELOPMENT S?CRETARY'

Mr Speaker, Slr, ‘I note the p01nt made by the Hon Member and we
will discuss it thh the companj.
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NO. 123 OF 1980 . .. ORAL

THE HON P_J_ ISOLA
Can Government now state thefflmal figures for‘reeurrent revenue
.and recurrent expenditure for the year 1979 to 1980 and can the
. Government state the actual balance on the Consollaated Fund as
at 318% March, 1980%. . S
ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMLPT SECRATARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, the accounts for the year ending 31lst March,
1980, have not yet been closed gand it is therefore not possvble
to state the final figures for renurrent reyenue and recurrent
expendlture or the actual balance on the consolidated fund on
that date. . However, the latest figures availabile, whloh are
stlll subaect to adaustment and audlt are:— :

Recurrent.revenue ., £31, 971 093
Recurrent'expenditure o 28,780,242 -
Balance of consolidated fund - 4,035,596

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTIOL NO. 123 OF 1980

HON P J - ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, am I right in saying that -the recurrent revenue fell
short by about £200,000 to that estimated, that the recurrent
expenditure also fell -short to that estlmated? I cannot under-
stand the final figure, :

'HON FINANCIAL AND DWVELOPMENT S”CRMLARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, may I p0381bly assist the Hon and Learned Leader
of the Opposition. Recurrent revenue was down by £188,000 on the
revised estimates. Recurrent expenditure was £640,000 below the
revised estimates and the balance of the Consolidated Fund was
£400,000 above the revised estimates. -

HON P J ISOLA:

The reason why I as&ed Mr Speaker, is that in page 5 of the
approved estimates reourrent expenditure is put £28,221,700 and
the flgure the Hon the Financial and Development SecretarJ has
given is £500,000 in excess to that, £28,780,242, and therefore
I couldn't understand how he had hls Consolldated Fund figure
of £.,000,000, Perhaps the approved estlmates are wrong, I don't
' k.nOW. } ) ) . )

‘ ’ N
. HON PFINANCIAL AND DAVELOPMENT SECRETARY.
~ Mr Speaker, the rev1sed figure in the recurrent expenditure 1979/80
- £28,.221m and the recurrent expenditure where it probably arises is
that the figures that I have quoted include budgetary contributions
_,for potable weter and hou31nc fund this w111 make the dlfference.
' pd . i
MR SPEAKER._

Next question.
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j'j. ~ HNO. 12l OF 1980 . omar

THE HON P J ISOLA

Mr Speaker, Wlll Government take actlon to alleV¢ate the position
of MOD pensioners resident in Gibraltar whose MOD pen31ons suffer
ta both,ln the United Kingdom and in Glbraltar?

; :" l h ""7" ' ANSWER

l

THE HON THE F]NAMCIAL AND DEVELOPMPNT SECRETARY

. I

Sir, under Section 30 of the Income Tax Ordinance all tax payers,
including MOD .pensioners, ordinbrily resident in Gibraltar who
receive in Gibraltar income accruing in and derived Ffrom the
United Kingdom are eligible. for rellief on any uay pald in the
United K}ngdom. : R

The rellef is the 1ower of the two rates of tax on the income.

In effect the amount of tax actually paild by tbe tax payer is the
higher of the two tax rates. If the Gibraltar rate 1s higher than
that of the United Kingdom the relief given is the amount of tax
pald to the United Klngdom authorities. If the United hlngdom tax
is higher than that in Gibraltar, no tax Would be payable in
Gibraltar.

e
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- NO._ 125 OF 1980 .. .. ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA
Slr, can Government state the final amount actually spent on the
development programme under the different heads of expenditure
" in the Improvement and Development Funds numbered 101 to 113
head by head between lst April, 1979, and 3lst March, 1980%
S  ANSWER | co |

i THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, the accounts for the year ended 31 March 1980
have not yet been closed. Final figures are not thefefore avall-
able. However, subject to any augustments aﬂd audlt the flgures

- now stand as follows. : ;

: £
| HEAD 101 Housing = .A  1 ! PRSI -1;367,800
| 102 Schools S SR 45,959
: 103 Tourist Development - - 39,316
104 Miscellaneous Projects ... 896,674
105 General Services ~' : - 223,000
106 Government Offices and’Buildings' 273,878
>107'Port DeVelopmehtA o g 687,613
108 Marina Development e 29,291
109 Public Lighting 6,576
110 Electricity Service - S 127,119
111 Potable Water .o 206,379
112 Telephone o TR 136,622

.- 113 Police C S R © -
| | . motal  l,14h0,230
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NO. 126 OF 1980 = .;7 . ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

© Would Government consider amending the law so that holders of

a 'B' licence are allowed. to drive a moped or similar vehi
under 50 cc capacity?

cles
ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

(Answered together with Questiom No. 121 of 1980).
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NO. 127 OF 1980 .. 7 omaL

PHE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, can Government state thébamounts'in electriéity;‘
water and telephone bills which have been outstandlng for over
12 months? _

\ ?

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, I regret that the information requested carinot

be readily provided until such time as all bllllng is computerised.
The computer would then need to complete a normal cycle of 12
months before it could produce the information. To produce details
in respect of non-computerised accounts would be time consuming as
well as expensive in terms of labour. What is more important, it
would slow down the rate of progress on the whole computerisation .
exercise and also the follow up of unpaild bills. :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 127 OF 1980
HON G T RESTANO: B

Mr Speaker, has Government no 1dea at all how much money is owing
to it by consumers who have not paid their bills for over 12 months?
Is there no monitoring of unpaid bills?

| HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Sir, there is monitoring of unpaid bills and we know the
amounts outstanding but we do not know the amounts that are out-
standing for a year, because when the amounts outstanding were
put on to the computer from the card that we used previously, a
total sum was put in and 1t is not possible to break that down.

HON G T RESTANO: |

Mr Speaker, I seem to remember the Honourable Member saying!that -
reminders were sent out to people who had not paid their bills
after 3 months and possibly after 6 months action might be taken.
Welil, if there are accounts outstanding for. over 12 months, what
is the Government doing about: it to try and recoup that money?

HOW FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Sir, the Accountant-General has-been in touch with persons who
have bills outstanding for a long period, not necessarily up to
one year, and has warned them that unless bills are paid then **
the supplies will be cut off. In fact, as a result of this we
have had a large number of payments on outstanding blllS.[




HON G T RESTANO:-.»

Mr Speaker, have in fact any accounts been closed because of
.non payment of bills? .

' HON;FINANCIAL AN@'DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :
No, Sir.
MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

_10-
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| NO. 128 OF 1980 . 0mAL

-J" ‘- | THE HON G T RESTANO
Mr Ppeaker, is Government aware that electricity and water bills
%es covering from February have not been sent to some

Vcon umers?
j

H - ANSWER -
THE KON THE FINANCTAL AND DEVELOPMENT SEORETARY

“Mr Speaker, Sir, the electricity and water bills for February,
" March and April, 1980, have beep issued. The bills for May,
© 1980, ar¢ now being. processed. _

Certain BHills may not have been issued because the consumer was

- not at home when the meter reader called. Such consumers receive
a note asking them to complete details of the latest reading or
to contaét the billing section to arrange a mutually convenient
time for the meter reader to call again.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO,., 128 OF 1980

HON G T RESTANO: |

Mr Speaker, are there many of such-afcountSQ

~ HON EINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mp Speaker; sir, I don't know. |

;HON W T SCOTT: )

" Mr Speaker, I don't know if. this question is entirely in order or
not but can the Government state or confirm, in fact, that if bills
for February are in receipt in July, what is the usual period that
they take for bills to be sent? Are they sent within 3 weeks, 2
months, 3 months? ,

HON FINANOIAL AWD DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY & »

I think, Sir. that the answer to that question was implicit in the
first part of my reply. The bills for kay, 1980, are now being
processed, in fact, they will go out in July. Once we have all
~the bills on the computer we should be able to issue them within
a week of the end of the month.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.  ° N

.:v,7‘11_"_
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/  NO. 129 OF 1980. B . ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO

']/";

Mr Speake'r, is Government aware that some electrlclty bllls sent
for|the months of March and April did not have the date of reading
“on the bills and ‘that ﬁhe FCA rate was not 1nserted although
charged for?

i ' | T ANSWER
' THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

|

. Mr :Speaker, Sir, the computer has been programmed to insert the
~dates of reading and FCA rates in the electricity and water bills.
This accounts for 70% of all electricity and water bills issued.
On the non computerised bills the dates of »eading and FCA rates
are 1nseﬂted by hand. T regret that the odd bill may have slipped
through w1thout these details having been included. In such cases
the relevant 1nformat10n will be provided by the billing sectlon
on request. .

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 129 OF 1980
HON W T SCOTT: o
Mr Speaker, would Government ensure that this does not occur
again because it seems to me that if bills are received without

having this information all it leads tc is perhaps a delay in
payment and certainly even more work to the department concerned?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to give the assurance sought by the
Hon Member but there is a factor oi humen error where we have very
young clerical assistants completing these bills in difficult cir-
cumstances of work and one cannot say that it w111 never happen
againe. Glerly we will try to aveid 1t. .

MR SPEAKER.

Next question.

L2
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y

THE HON G T RESTANO

cder veid
Mr $pesker, would Government ensure that provisions are included
in the ngw Banklng Ordinance prohibiting banks from charging fees
%tlng standing Bankers Orders from and to accounts within
thefir own bank, bearing in mind that such a service is not charged
for by UK ban&s When tbe r801plentc have accounts 1n thelr banwn?

. . anewsR | e
Tim HON THE PINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRUTARY

Sir, the new banklng 1eglslatlop will Dbe deelgned to safeguard
the intefests of depositors and of the community as a whole, and
to cover|the broader aspecis of ban”lng business penerallj. It
is not considered anproprlate for the Government to intervene,
by way of 1eglslatlon, in the 1eveT of charges "alsed by hanks

for their services.

|-
!

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION N0, 130 OF 1980

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, Would the Government be prepared tb apoproach the banks
and ask them if they would Walve these charges in these particular
circumstances? .

HON FPINANCIAL AND»DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

‘Mr Speaker, Sir, if the Government considered that the charges were
inordinate it would be prepared to discuss with the banks,

HON G T RESTANO:

No, Mr Speaker, the p01nt Wab not. whether the charges were in-
ordinate or not but that they certainly do not conform with the
practlce in the United Klngdom. .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

My Speaker Sir, unfortunately we have been unable to obtain by

the date of this meeting particulars of United Kingdom bank charges.

The point 1s that even when a Bankers Order is within the sane
branch there is a cost, an administrative cost, there is the cost
of making changes in the ledger, of writing to both the person who
‘has made the order and the receiver of the funds informing him that
the money has been transferred. This is done by post so there is a

postal charge as well. PFurthermore, when a bank takes on a respon-
sibility for a Bankers Order it also becomes liable for any effects

that may flow if the Bankers Order is not based on the United
Kingdom seeee .

e
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: 2.
/ o |
MR SPEAK;R- f - |

I hate % 1nterrupt but we must not get too involved w1th the
workings|of the/bank, it is a matter of whether the charge

- should or should not be made or whether the Government is

prepared;to do somethlng about it.
LSANO: ' | '

I . . .
Mr Speakp“, would the Hon Member not confirm whether under
existing| legislation of Consumer Protection, in fact, this is
not an area that should be as subject to examination as any
other area where a service 1s be¢ng prov1ded and should not be
overchargea for?

HON FINAN“IAL AND DEVELOPNENT SECRWTARY.

‘V,Yes, Slr!

MR SPEAKER:
' |

Next qpeétion.

il
LB
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| | 17 7 80
No. 131 OF 1980 - - ORAL

" THE _HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, would Government consider introducing legislation to
prevent young children from handling speed boats un¢ess they are
accompanled by adults? . .

N : - ANSWER

{

' THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Mr[Speaker, the Government does in fact have under consideration
the question whether there should be age restrictions on persons
in charge of speed boats. Although so far there have been very
few complaints about the handling of speed boats by young persons,
the numbers of such craft are increasing, particularly for water
skiing and 1t is felt that some controls may be desirable.

|
" HON G T RESTANO:

SUPPLEMENTARY TO- QUESTION NO, 131 OF 1980

Mr Speaker, when will this consideration be glven? When will the
1eglslat10n be brought to the House? 4

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

The matter is under consideration. As to when the legislation
will be ready, I am afraid at this stage I cannot say.

© HON G T RESTANO: . '
Will it cover this summer period, Mr Spéakef?
HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: B
No, Sir.
MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

15



. ."_NO. 1%2 QF 1980 S fi'ORAL

,/[,; [ THE HON J BOSSANO
Will Government' give consideration to amending the Pensions
_ Ord'nanc% to allow some of the years of service of Sister
Cruz RMN|to count as pensionable service in the light of the
ciﬂcumstances surrounding the break in service?

i ’ 7 ANSWER |
| THE HON TFE ATTGRNEY-GENERAL

Pl . .
Mr:Speaker, the answer is no. Miss Cruz resigned voluntarily
from Government service in March, 1956. She was employed again
by the Gdvernment from 1 March, 1960, Regulation 16(1) of the
PensionsiRegulations_only allows for continuous service to
reckon as qualifying for pensionable service and specifically
provides that any break due to voluntary resignation shall be
disregarded. Miss Cruz has given meritorious service to the
nursing profession in Gibraltar but I nevertheless regret that
it would not be proper to amend the Pensions legislation to
suit an individual case in this respect, particularly where
these provisions have been applied in all similar cases of -
voluntary resignation and subsequent re-employment .

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 132 COF 1980
HON J BOSSANO: T | -
Mr Speaker, will the Hon Member confirm that Miss Cruz was not
paid a gratuity in 1956 when she resigned and she has been
offered in 1980 the money she would have received in 1956 had
it been paid at its due moment when the value of that money is
significantly less than it was, is the Hon Member aware of that
particular detail? '
'HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, it is regretted that the situation is as the Hon
Menmber has said. ' :

HON J BOSSANO:

And is the Hon Member also aware that during the period that he

mentioned of break, 1956 to 1960, Sister Cruz in fact was training

in UK and had her passage to UK paid although the training in UK
was not at Government expense, is he aware of that?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

¢

. . . A S

Mr Speaker, Government is aware of that situation.

HON J BOSSANO:

And is the Hon Member aware of the fact that thefe has been pre-
vious individual amendments to the Pensions Ordinance because of

particular circumstances and is this not a case that is creat@ng
a precedent and will he in the light of that be prepared to give

.16




I

some consideration to perhaps making provision for some of the
years if not all, in view of the two elements that I have
mentioned, Mr Speaker, which I think are unique?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, each case is con%ldered on its merit and each case
has to be looked at within the context of its particular facts.
In.the same way as other specma1 legislation has been done in
respect of other persons tbe matter will be considered in the
case of Miss Cruz.

|
HON J BOSSANO:

T think the answer is that'they{will give further consideration
to the matter or is it still no? '

HON ATTORNEY ~GENERAL:

The anqwer as far as 1 am concerned at the moment is still no,
but of course matters can always be rewcon81dered from time to
tinme.

HON J BOSSANO:

The answer is a qualified yes, I take 1t.
MR SPEAKER:

That .depends on whether you are an optimist or a ressimist.

17



o | S 17 7 80
NO. 133 OF 1980 . - . . ORAL

e
] -/ . " THE _HON_A T LODDO

- Mr peakir, how many cases of contravention of the Animals and
Birds Ordinance in respect of wildlife preservation have come
up in Court within the 1ast five years°
i S - ANSWER

' THE FON.THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Mr Speaker, four cases are known to have been taken to court
during that period, one each in" 1976, 1978 1979 and 1980C.

‘Conv1ctlons were obtalned in all four cases.
|

Flnes of £10 were impoued in the first three cases and £uO in
the fourth case.,

SUPrLFMENTARY T0 QUESTION NO& 13) OP 1980

HON A T LODDO: |

Mr Speaker, would the Hon the Attorney-General state what the
cases were for actually, was it birds, steal;ng eggs or what
was 1t?

HON ATTORNEY«GENERAL:

I am afraid at this stage I cannot say.

18 -



17 7 80
NO. 13l OF 1980 . GRAL

IHE HON G T RESTANO

What is the present position concerning Nos 197/201 Main Street?
i | - ANSWER

i

[

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

kSpeaker, the Hon Member w111 recall that after the Government
ained a Supreme Court nuisance order last year, the owher took
steps to demolish the property to first floor level thus minimising
the immediate danger, and that isubseguently a stoppage order was
served on him after he sought to carry out unauthorlsed building
Works. _

No further building work was undertaken by the owner. The premises
Were however inspected by a structural engineer and an environmental

'7 health officer who conslder that it remains a nuisance.

The owner has submitted plans for further Work for Governmeht'
approval, These are belng considered.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 134 QF 1980

HON P J ISOIA:

If there is still a nuisance there, is Goverament doing anything to
ensure that-it is abated within a reasonable time or are we in for
‘another 2 years of that horrific sight?

HON ATTORNEY ~GENERAL:

1 cannot answer that question, I w111 require notice.

HON P J ISOIA:

Yes, but if it is a nuisance surely it has to be abated.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Yes, and I am sure that the Chief Env1ronmental Health Offlcer
, has got his eye on it but what the stage of play is I don't know.

19




/ | o 177 80

| f NO. 135 OF 1980 : ORAL
: N / A I '
o { / . THE HON G T RESTANO

- Supreme Qourt are under-staffed and is Jovernmenb taking any
action in this respect? .
l

'-[ R ' ANSWER

Can Goveﬁnment state why it is that the Companles Registry and -

THE HON THE ATTCRNEY-GENERAL

Mr Speakér, the workload in the Supreme Court, including the
Registries, has been examined by Staff Inspection, as a result
of whichithe staffing of the Department is to be increased by
one nghér Executive Officer, one Executive Officer and one
Clerical Ofﬁlcer.

I

H
i

35
et
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}- A
» § NO. 136 0F 1980 . _ORAL
'4 /~j - !_4 THE HON G T RESTANO ‘ 4
Will Gov%rnmenﬁ/state Whether professionals employed fulj-tlme

with the/ Public Works Department are allowed to undertake
private work and if so under what condltlons¢
|
7 _‘v N o ANSWER

i

THE HON THE ATTORNDYmGLWERAL

Mr Speaker, all Civil Servants, including the professional staff
employed in the Publlc Works and other departments, are required
under the Government's General iOrders. to seck the Government's
permlsSLon before undertaking paild employment in a prlvate
capa01ty0 .

All applications received are considered on their merits within
the guide-lines laid down by the General Order which provides
that permission will not be given to Senior Officers except in
very exceptional circumstances, and that the work to be.under-
taken is not of an undignified nature or likely to prejudice:
the performance of the officer's official duties.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 136 OF 1980
HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, may I know how many professionals have been given
permission by the Government to undertake private work?

HON ATTORNEY“GENERAL:'
I‘would requiré actice of that.
“HON G- T RESTANO: ’

Mp Speaker, I would have thought that arises quite clearly out of
the question.

HON W T SCOTT:

Can Government state if it has recelved any appllcatlon which
it has subsequently refused? : : _ :

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Again. I require notice.

21




 HON P J ISOIA:

i
I

Could D as the ‘Hou and Learned the AttorneynGeueral, in respect
of j rof6831onals in the Public Works Department is permission
given gene?ally to do private work accordlng to their profession
or |is it|necessary for them to apply in respect of each assign-
me?t or Lach job or private work that they are asked to under-
take?

i
hoﬁ ATTORNLYMGENERAL~
. It must be in respect of ‘sach Jﬁb that they are asked to under-
take. | _
HR SPEAK%‘.R; - f" IR
Next que%tion. o

8
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17 7 80

NO. 137 OF 1980 B . ORAL
THE_HON A J HAYNES |

Mr Speaker, will Government report their decision as regards
_modernising the Maternity Department at St Bernard's Hospital,
and, what will the modernisation if implemented consist of?

l . - . v .
o . ' ANSWER

, THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEATTH SERVICES

Sig, as I stated in my answer to question No. 38 of 1980, 'the
modernisation of the Maternity Department 1s still under con-
sideration in connection with the 1981 development programnme.

CUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1%7 OF 1980
HON A J HAYNES: o

Mr Speaker, can we have an Lndlcatlon as to when this consmdera—
tion is likely to be?

MR SPEAKER: |

With due respect, did you say No. 38 of 19807

HON J B PEREZ:

No. %8 of 1980.

MR SPEAKER:

"I think that No. 38 of 1980 does not refer to this.
HON J B PEREZ: | | | |
 No. 31, Mr Speaker. |

HON A J HAYNES: I
How lorg does Govern@ent plan.to leave it in a sort of cloud of

it is being considered? Is ther@ ‘any indication that it is going
to be declded or what?

HON J B PERBZ: | "> |
‘Mr Speaker, the next Development Programme commences in April
of next year and we have as yet no date for the talks to be
held. . ' ,

. HON A J HAYNES: o

Does that mean that you won t consider it until Aprll of next
year or that plans will be ready by‘Apr119

s
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_HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, I said the matter is being at present conszderea
but no final declision has yet been taken,

~ HOW W T SCOTT:

MP:Speakery I think the Hon Minlister saild Queutlon No, 31. I
think he was mistaken yet qcaln, I think he is referring to
Question No. 35.

MR|SPEAKER:

I did not queutlon the fact that it could be Question No. 31

becauue it dld refer to the Medical and Health Services and 1
wasn't preparéd to read all thu answers and supplementarleu,

What numbei did you say 1t wa

HON J B PEREZ:
1t is Question No. 35.
HON P J ISOIA:

Can the Hon Member say whether the Government has decided as a
‘matter of policy to modernise the Maternity Department and to
put plans forward iu the 1981 Development Programme or is 1t
still considering whether it does or does not modernise the
Maternity Department as part of the 1981 programme? I would
have thought they would have come to a view apout this already,
if not there is bound to be slippage in the 1981 Developmant
'Programme.

HON J B PEREZ:

No, Mr-S8Speaker, the matter is being considered at present by
the forward planning committee.

HON P J ISOLA:

Therefore the Government has not yet made up its mind whether it
will modernise the Maternity Department or not?

HON J B PEREZ:

I have already stated, Mr Speaker, that no final decision has
yet been takene. '

HON P .J ISOIA:

So it has not made up its mind, is that the position, it may not
be included in the Development Programme of 1981%

24 ;



3.

HON A J CANEPA: | o :

Mr Speaker, I am the Chairman of the forward planninrg committee
so perhaps I can throw some light on this. The position is that
the Working Party of technical officials who are working on the
costings and on the plans for the next Development Programme have
. not yet costed the modernisation plan in respect of the Maternity
Wing. When the cost is known, if it is found to be considerable,
the Government would consider including it in the Development
Programme to be discussed with Her Majesty's Government before
April,.1981l. However, if the figure involved were not to be very
high the Government might decide to fund it locally under the
Improvement and Develcpment Fund. So until we have a figure as
to the cost involved, which I hope to have after the summer, we
will not be in a position to take a final decision. At the .
moment it is in the draft progremme and it has been a381gned
- some priority but no final declsion has been taken,

- HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, is the Member in a position to answer the second part
of my question which is what will the modernisation, i1f implemented,
consist of?

HON A J CANEPA:

That is for my colleague to answer. -

HON J B PEREZ: 7

Mr Speaker, no final decision as such has bsen taken onh what type
of modernisation will be involved as a whole. We have Jjust put
‘draft proposals, eg, new waiting room and reception areas, but all
these are being costed at the moment.

HON A J ﬂAYNES-

Mr Speaker, if I have an idea of what it is they have in nmind for
the Maternity Department then I will wailt patiently but if I feel
that what they heve in mind anyway is not satisfactory, I would
rather start complaining about.it now and not wait until some time
in 1990 or whatever.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question. R
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| 17 7 80
NO. 138 OF 1980 - ORAL

THE_HON MAJOR R J_PELIZA

What success has Government met with in pressing for an alterna-
tive hoarding to be erected outside premises 197/201 Main Street?

| . | ANSWER

!

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAT

Mr; Speaker, since service of ‘the stoppage order, .the owner has
not yet proceeded with remedial works. He has however submitted
plans for such works to the Surveyor and Planning Secretary which
are being considered. ) .

At present it is considered that the temporary barrier is both
adequate and an improvement on the previous arrangements but the
Government will take steps to require more suitable hoarding to
?e erected before further demolition or bullding work proceeds.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 138 OF 1980
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: '

Does Government believe that this time- they are going to be
successful?

MR SPEAKER:

Are you asking a question as to whether the repalrs are g01ng to
.be adequate because we are talking about the hoarding and nothing °
else. _

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: |

Very well, Mr Speaker, I will 1limit it to the hoarding.

HON ATTORNEY ~GENFRAL

I see no reason why we should hot be successful.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Since the Government has failed in the past is it not more reason-
able to believe that they will be unsuccessful?

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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17 7 80

\ -

NO. 139 OF 1980 o - ORAL

"THE HON A T T.0DDO

Can Government say whether there has been any increase in the
number of patients meking use of the Physiotherapy Department?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAIL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Mr Speaker, no, Sir. There has been no increase.

27
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17 7 80

NO, 1LO OF 1980 _ - ORAL

‘IHE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, is Governmsnt satisfied that the present premises
" occupied by the Physiotherapy Department are adequate?

. ANSWER : | o
THE _HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government is perfectly satisfied that
adequate coverage is belng given to the present physiotherapy
requirements in the prem¢ses currently occupied by that depart-
ment. ! :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUES STION NO, 14O OF 1980

HON A T LODDO:

My Speaker, Government is obviously also aware that the workload
in the Physlotherapy Department has increased over the last year
by 25% and the Physiotherapy Department still is the same size,
so how can they be satisfied with the present premises when the
staff is not? :

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, all I can say is thsat Governmept 1s purfectly
satisfied with the present premises.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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17 7 80

NO. 14l OF 1980 T
' THE HON G T RESTAWO

M1 Speaker, would Government state whether it levies any charge
on visiting specialists using the facilities of the Hospltal and
1ts staff when attending thelr private pdtlents?

i

ANSWER

‘( THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
M Speeker, no, Sir. o oo B

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUE STION NO., lhl oF 1980

HON G T RESTANO:

.Nr Speaker, would the Government con31der maklng a ¢evy for the-
1se of the ho°p1tal facilities by the v151t1ng sp601allstq°

HON J B PEREZ: o

Mr Speaker, Sir, I will inform the Hen Member that charges
although not levied on the visiting specialists are in fact
levied on the private patlents themselves which accounts for

a-substantial amount of revenue to Governmﬂnt at the end of
the year. :

HON G T RESTANO:

I would like an explanation of that, Mr Speaker;’ If a ﬁrivaté
patient sees a specialist surely he pays the specialist and not
the Government?.

MR SPEAKER: S R
We may be talking at cross purposes. What the Minister says is
if the pesult of the consultation is that the patient has to go
to hospital, then the patient pays the hospital fees.
HON J B PEREZ:

It also includes things like X-rays and laboratory fees.

MR SPEAKER: ‘
You are being asked whether any charge is made to the spec1allst
for consultancies which have been held in the hospital premises,
1rrespect1ve of any other charges you would have made for any
services as a result of the*consultancy?

HON J B PEREZ:

I have said, no, Sire.
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IION G.T RESTANO:

I have asked the Government would {hey reconsider and make a
levy?

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I do not see the need to recon511er this position.
The Government is quite satisfied with the present arrangements that
the Government has with visiting speolallstsand let me say, Mr
Speaker, that the work is of extreme value toc Gibraltarians and we

are very happy with the work that the v131t1ng specialists are
.carrying out in the hospital,

HON G T RESTANO , o

Mr Speaker, I think the principle here is that somebody is waking
money privately on Government premises. I have nothing to say

- against what the Minister lLwus said in priase of the specialists

" but I ‘think, in prineiple, Government should not allow it§ ‘premilses

to be used without levying a charge to somebody who is going to
charge privately, :

HON J B PEREZ:

'Let me just add, Mx Speaker, ‘that the agreement reached with the
specialists i=s that they have 1n fact the same fa0111tJes 11ku all
cur other coneulLan+s.' C e

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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| 17 7 80
NO. 1L2 OF 1980 -  ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, will Government make arrangements so that dne doctor
at 'the Health Centre is availlable daily to deal exclusively with
patlents in urgent need of assistance?

| ANSW“R
| ome HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, therp are six doctors avallable at the Health
Centre daily and despite the app01ntments system, urgent cases
_are seen as necessary.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1L2 OF 1980

i
HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, that is not my understanding. Would the Minister
ensure that all persons who go to the Health Centre for urgent
cases, that have not had the time, obviously to make an appoint-
ment are seen immediately? .

HON J B PEREZ:

That is, in fact, the case today, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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/ | ... 17 780
NO. 1l3 OF 1980 - | ORAL

j"_: N THE HON G T RESTANO

/

Wil Government,con31der installing a telephone at the mortuary
at 8t Bernard's Hospital?®: .

,/ o  siswER
: THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
! l

No, Sir.. There is a telephone at the Porters Lodge for the use -
of VlSltOPo to hospital,

SUPPLPMEN”ARY TO QUFSTION NO. 143 OF 1980

HON G T RLSTANO

Mr Speaker, would the Government not consider that the relatives
of a deceased person who need to make arrangements, funeral
arrangeménts and so on, and who at the same time would want to
accompany their relatives in the mortuary, would it not be com-
passionatc for the Government to let them have a telephone next
to the mortuary rather than having them go all the way round to
the Porters' Lodge?

HON J B PEREZ: »

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is precisely for the reasons given by the
Hon Member, for compassion and understanding of relatives, that
I do not consider that a telephone should be placed al the
mortuary.

HON G T RESTANO:

So this is the Minister's own personal opinion, Mr Speaker, or
has he taken advice from anybody who has been affected?

HON J B PEREZ:

Let us put it this way, the Government does not consider it
necessary to provide a telephone at the mortuary, there is one
at the Porters' Lodge.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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17 7 80

NO. 1Lh OF 1980 . ORAL

THE HON ¢ T RESTANO

Would Government 1lmplement a system whereby Qardiograms and
analyses can be taken at the Health Centre?

| : ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Sijr, facilities for cardiograms are available and utilised at
the Health Centre., Analyses are invariably carried out in the
Laboratory at St Bernard's Hospital,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QﬂEéTION NO. 14l OF 1980

HON G T RESTANO:

}ut would it not be poassible for the analyses Lo be collected
at the Health Centre where the patients go in any case and be
sent by the Government up to the laboratory?

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, the point is that the word analyses is extremely
wide and I was not sure what the Hon Member was referring to
by analyses. .If he has a particular point in mind he can ask
me now and I will give him the information later, such as
collection of speciments, eg. Some are collected, in fact, at
the Health Centre but obviously the tests are carried out at
-the laboratory at St Bernard's Hospital.

HON G T RESTANO:

Well, Mr Speaker, for example, blood tests. A person who needs

a blood test is told to go to the Hospital by the Health Centre.
He goes to the Health Centre and then he is told that he needs a
blood test and he is told to go up to the Hospital. Would it not
be an added service for that patient to have the blood tests taken
at the Health Centre?

MR SPEAKER:

Let us clear this point so that we do not talk at cross purposese.
What you are saying is that the specimen should be taken at the
Health Centre with a view to being sent to the laboratory. It is
not being suggested that the actual analyses should be done at the
Health Centre. ’

HON J B PEREZ: :

: \ ) .
"As I said, My Speaker, I will look this matter up on what the Hon
Member has said and I will provide him with the answer.
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o | 17 7 80
N0, 145 OF 1980 - omaL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Wlll Government explain how patxcnts records are kept at the
Health Centre? - _

ANSWER

( THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICATL AND HEATLTH SERVICES
Mr Speaker, Sir, a separate record of each patient is contained

in an indexed envelope filed in numerlcal order and cross-—
referenced alphabetically.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1L5 OF 1980

HON G T RESTANO

Is it not a fact, Mr Speaker, that some of bhese records are
indexed by doctor39 :

HON J B PEREZ:

No, Sir.
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17 7 80

NO. 1h6 OF 1980 o ORAL

IHE HON G T RESTANO

How many stalls at the Public Markets are either empty or being
used as stores and how many persons are on the waiting list for
stalls? ' ' ’

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, only two daily poultry stalls and one double
fruit and vegetable monthly stall are empty, out of a total of
twelve daily and 35 monthly stalls., Five single fruit and
vegetableée monthly stalls and a single charcuterie stall for
which there are no applicants are being used as food stores.

There is only one application on the wailting list and this is
for a flower stall of which there are two and both are in use.

N
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. - . 17 7 80
| No.._1L7 OF 1980 S ORAL

o |
; , THE HON G T RESTANO

Hag the toport of the British Post 0ffice Consultants on the
introduction of Internatlonaj Subscriber Dialling now been
reg¢eived and if so would Government state what reoommendatlons
were tengeredQ :

|

l
i
i
|

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNTICIPAL SERVICES

Mr Speaker, I gave notice on L 'July that I would be making a
statement on this matter and T shall be dealing with this
question in that statement.

MR SPEAKER:

On the clear understanding that supplementaries will be asked
when the statement is made as in question time.

HON DR R G VALARINO

Yes, Sir.
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| 17 7 80
NO. 1L8 ORFR 1980 » S " ORAL

THB HON G T RESTANO

Is Government satisfied that there is sufflclent fire flghtlng
equipment at the Yacat Bunkering Station?

ANSWER
- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SBRVICES

Government is satisfied with the amount of fire fightlng equip=-
ment at the Yacht Bunkering Station. , _

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QUESTION NO. 1L8 OF 1980

i
i

HON G T RESTANO:
Can the Minister say what cquipment 1is thére at the moment? :
HON DR R G VALARINO: o |

Yeb, Mr- Speaker, the fire fighting equipment at the installation
is 1 X 180 feet hose reel, 4 X 20 pounds dry pOWder extinguishers
and 1 cubic yard of dry sand.

HON ¢ T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, how can the Minister say that he is satisfied.that
the fire fighting cguipment is sufficient when il was in-
sufficient to put out a fire in a yacht there falrly recently?

HON DR R G VAIARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, 1et me say that +he requawements under Section 11
of the City Fire Brigade and Fire Services Ordinance 1976, abate-
ment of fire hazards, were issued to Shell on the 1lst August, 1978,
These requirements were complied with in full and the first
petroleum licence was issued on the 21st July, 1979. It was re-
newed on the 1st April, 1980, after being inspected on the 2lst
February, 1980, when all conditions of the ex1st1ng licence were

in order. 4

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I am very gfateful Tor that'reply but of course that
reply has nothing to do with the question that I asked.

MR SPEAKER:
The Minister has said that the person giving the service is
complying with the requirenents of the law as far as fire

fighting is concerned and therefore he is satisfied with the
fire fighting equipment at the Yacht Bunkering Station.
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_TON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member confirm that the yacht mentioned
by my friend was in fact decalt with by fire fighting equipment
other than that available at the Bunkering Station?

HON DR R G VALARINO:
Yes, Mr Speaker, I believe there was some assistance mainly in

taking the yacht away from the proxmm1ty of the Shell Bunkerlng
Station.

HON G T REST_ANO:

Does that not imply, Mr Speaker;j or indicate that the fire fighting
eguipment at the Bunkering Station was not adegquate? '

MR SPEAKER:

No, I am not allowing this supplementary. The Minister has given
an answer to your question. :

HON A J HAYNES

Mr Speaker, I'm not certain that the answer is clear. Was fire
fighting equipment, other than that at the station, usedQ'”I'm
not questioning whether, in fact, other people camein to help

I -want to know whether other fire fighting equipment was used on
that occasion? :

HON DR R G VALARINO: |

Mr Sbeaker, with all due respect to the Hon Member, this is a
completely different gquestion and I require notice of the
question before I can answer it.

MR SPEAKER:

- Yes, I entirely agree. Next'Qpestion.

38



. / B 177 80
' -/ Mo, 149 OF 1980 - . .ORAL
f o . o : ' '
;,jv' /- IHE HON G T RESTANQ

/

Willl Government state what are the times aVallable to the
general Fubl;c to book trunk calls at the City Hall?

;} ANSWER
ITHE HON THE MINISTFR FOR MUNICIPAL SFRVTCBS

'Mr Speaker, Sir, a Hall Porter. is on dutv at the City Hall
every day from 08.00 to 21,00 hours for the booking of trunk
calls,- However bookings are only accepted till 20,30 hours,
to allow the operator time to gonnect the call(s) before the
City Halll closes. After 21.00 hours, urgent calls may be
placed trom the Police Station at Waterport. '

, SUPPLDMENTARY IO QUESTION NO,.1L49 OF 1980

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speak,L, is this not a- departure from 1abt year When the
Hall was open until 11,30 mer. i v

HON DR R G VALARINO‘

Mr SPQdkLP, yes, +hns is a leght dcparture because my last
answer to the guestion which Mr Restano put on the 26th
February, 1979, which was Question 77 of 1979, said that the
last call could be placed at 11.30 pm so that the call would

be in by 12.00. Unfortunately, we have found out that the
demand is not there between 9.00 pm and 12.00 o'clock at night,
the men who are well over 60 are reluctant to stay there alone
during this period of time and there is at the moment a shortage
of staff.

HON G T RESTANO:

When was this new procedﬁre'implemented, Mr Speaker?

HON DR R G VALARINO: |

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not quite sure of the actual date of the
implementation of the procedure but if the Hon Mr Restano is
willing I can find out and let hlm know as soon as I have the
actual figure.

HON G T RESTANO.:

Mr Spesker, is the Minister aware that, in fact, some persons have
been turned back at 5.45 pm.and told that at 6.00 pm the City Hall

is closed for trunk calls? Would this be an exceptional case or - .
would this be a regular case? _ , .
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- HON DR R G VALARINO

Yes, Mp Sncakof, fir, this coald well be an exce pttonal case
de endlng on qyok leave of the individual which is sometimes
unavoidable at/the time, but the fact still remains that if

there 1§ an urgent call this can be placed from the Pollce
Ste tlonjat Waterport,

HOW P J'ISOLA

Wlll GoJernmenu conblder keep1ng the Cjty Hall oppn to 1Ls oléd
hours of 11.3%0 pm on days when visiting naval ships are in
Gibraltar on which occasions. I understand thewre are long queues
- for. calls by visiting sailors in ships to their families in the
United Kingdom? Is there not a case for keeping the City Hall
open late on occasions when v1°1t1ng naval ships, esp801quy
when there are a number of them coming to Gibraltar?

|
HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Mr Speaker, as the Hon Member quite rightly points out the
Government will look into it. Unfortunatoly, there are large
numbers. of security problems involved  as tnese members of the
public generally tend to be somewhat under the weather, not to
say drunk, and this is late at night and there is an elderly
man having to deal with 20 or 30 men of this type. Certainly

I shall look 1nto thlu and I shall let the Hon Member know.

MR STEAKER:

| Nextfquestiono '
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- NO. 150 OF 1980 -~ ORAL

/

/  THE_HON W T SCOTT

of |solari energy can be economically employed in Gibraltar?

Sigqg, w1lﬁ Government undertake a study to determjne if the use

e

l
’ ANSWER -

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SFPVICPS

Mr Speaker Sir, the most successful appllcat¢on of solar energy
hitherto has been in the field of water heating and a number of
brand prfducts are already in service in many parts of the world.
. The spacg required to install the solar panels can present
problems: in high denulty and high rise buildings and this would
centainJy be the case in Gibraltar.

Nevertheless, the Government through the Public Works Department
have already cbtained the equipment to set up a pilot solar water
heating installation at the Boys' Comprehensive School, where it
‘can be monitored to establlsh its performance under local condi-~
tionse.

One difficulty already envisaged is the fact that solar water
heating requires to be backed up by electrical power. Quite
logically more electrical power will be required in the winter
and the widespread use cf solar heating, while beneficial for
energy conservation, could adversely affect load factors of
electricity generating plant to an un=cceptable extent. This
could create further problems,

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 150 OF 1980
HON W' T SCOTT:

I am much pleased, Mr ‘Speaker,. to hear that the Government have
taken measures to introduce a pilot scheme but I must take
exception to what the Hon Minister has just said in increased
load because the increased load we have nowadays in any case

even with weter heating. Surely, the introduction of solar
energy by heating panels to water heaters would surely diminish
that load and in any event, Mr Speaker, could I ask the Govern-—
ment 1f indeed that pilot scheme which presumably they are going
to implement very shortly at the Boys' Gomprehensive School, if
they find that it is of benefit to Gibraltar given the problems
that we have with power generation, they would seriously consider
implementing some form of solar energy even 1f it is exclusive to
water heating in.the 1981 development programme in particular to
housing should it be acceptable in areas of less density.
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Mf?Speakeﬁ, L thank the Hon Member for his comments and
though I take gome of them I would like to let him know that
infthe United Kingdom the introduction of communal water
heating [by solar energy using an underground tank at a housing
development was abandoned. This project was abandoned as this
Wa% of no use anéd certainly did not produce enough heat. It
may be that under different conditions, le Gibraltar, different
results may arise. Finally, let me say that the electrical
power generation from solar energy is in its very early stage
and will take many more years before it becomes a viable pro-
position.

HON A J HAYNES: B

| .
Mr Speaker, is this pilot scheme ir the Boys' Comprehensive the
only sthy on solar energy in Gibraltar at the moment?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, we have congidered the use of solar energy for our distilling
plant and we understood that Malta was using it. I got in contact
with the Minister of Public Works in Malta and I was informed that
they did a feasibility study and found that it was not practical.

I have since written to them and asked them to let us have a look
at their feasibility study to see if anythiug can be used from it
for Gibraltar but it does appear that. if Malta which gets perhaps
more sunshine than us find that it is not practical, It is probably
not practical in Gibraltar as well.
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, THE HON A T LODDO

regpect to its future policy on the education of children for
whﬁm they are responsible ocutside Government schools and in
particular the education of local children in MOD schools?

| |
o ANSWER

Mr %peakgr will Government make a comprehen81ve ‘statement with

( . THE HON THE MINISTKR FOR EDUCATION

oo : ' -

Sir, during the Autumn Term 1979 Government considered a re-
commendation contained in the Third Report of the Expenditure
Committee that the sponsorship scheme, which provides for non-
entitled children to attend Services Schools al the expense of
Govurnment be phased out commencing in September, 1980. A
final de01olon was deferred, however, pending consideration of
representations made to Government on the matter and an examina-
tion of a possible agreement between MOD and Government on the
provision for the education of protestant children, following
the opening of the Services Schools in 1969 and 1971 respectively.
After detailed consideration of the background to this matter it
has been agreed that the sponsorship scheme should be continued
after September 1980 in accordance with an original agreement .
between MOD and the Government dated PFebruary 1966 in which MOD
undertook to make provislon for a maximum of 90 children in the
Services Schools to be admitted at the expense of Gibraltar
Government as part of a controlled sponsorship scheme.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NC, 151 OF 1980

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, we welcome that statement because the Minister will
recall that at the Budget meeting of the House we were concerned
on this side of the House that the Government was welshing on an

- agreement it had made and was not honouring an agreement it had
made with regard to children from the Church of England, residents
who wished to continue their education in MOD schools. I note the
agreement was dated 1966, can we take it therefore that this policy
which was announced before of phasing out the education of local

Church of BEngland children residents in Gibraltar in the MOD schools

~1s no longer policy and that we are back on the agreement of 1966,
is that the position?

HON MAJOR F J DRLLIPIANI:
Mr Speaker, the policy has been phased out.
‘ )

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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NO. 152 OF 1980 |  ORAL

THE HON AT 1.0DDO

Mr Speaker, 1s Government satisfied with the staffing p031tlon in
the schools for Septemben, 19809

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

8ir, with the exception of just one outstanding appointment, all
teaching vacancies which have arisen for September 1980 have now
been satisfactorily filled either by local students returning
from training, by the apvointment or extension of appointment of
contract.teachers, or by the recruitment of suitably qualified
staff locally. An advertisement has been placed locally for a
qualified teacher of English at secondary level and 1t is hoped
to make a suitable appointment shortly. It is not envisaged

that there will be any stalfifing difficulties in our schools when
the Autumn Term commences in September, 1980.-

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QUESTICN NO, 152 OF 1980

HON P J ISOIA:

Can I ask on that, Mr Speaker, is the satisfactory staffing pdsi~
tion in September, 1980, due partly to the fact that people who
wish to complete the B,ud course in England are being made to re-
turn?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

That has'noﬁhing to do with it, it is the people who are actually
coming back to Gibraltar.
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= NO. 153 OF 1980 - ORAL

] / ~
1 ! / . THE HON A T TODDO

poliicy in relation to B.Ed completion courses for Gibraltar
students studying in the UK?
/ ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

Mz Spea ﬁr will Government review as a matter of urgency its
|
|
!
i

Sir, all teacher trainees undertaking formal courses of teacher
trajnlng in ithe UK now completg a B.Ed degree. Entry to the old
Certlflo@te in Education Course has now been phased out entirely.
There is; also provision, however, for the B.Ed degree to be con-
verted intc a B.Ed (Hons) degree, as an additional year over and
ahove thé basic three-year course. This fourth year B.Ed (Hons )
course is essentially academic in nature and present Government
DOlluy hes been determined, therefore, with the specialist teacher
in mind. This approach is entirely in accordance with the present
policy of ODA on this matter where teacher iLrainees are financed
under the Technical Co-operation Scheme., It is considered far
more approprlate for teachers who intend to specialise end who in
the main will work at secondary level to be given the opportunity
of doing an academic fourth year of training and students who
have clearly indicated throughout their course of training that
they intend to teach in a sp601allued subaect area up to ‘Al
level have consequently heen given priority in terms of financial
support for an additional year of training. It is not felt
appropriate to review this policy at this stage.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 153 OF 1980

HON A T I1.ODDQO:
Mp Speaker, actually what I was trylng to point out or draw out
is the position of graduate%, University g.s-aduates. Are they

being allowed to do that extra’ year to get their B.Ed, not
teacher traininge.

MR SPEAKER:

I am not quite sure, if they are graduates they must have their
B.Ed. Next question.
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No, 154 OF 1980 ORAL

- THE HON AT LODDO

- Can Government state the scope and exteni of the work under-—
taken by the playleader and can Government state whether it ha°
appointed a trainee playleader? _ ~

j : ~ ANSWER

THE HON THE MINTISTER FOR FEDUCATION

The playleader recruited in the UK for a one-year contract period
in élbraltar is essentially here to advise Government on the
provision of an adventuwe playground and to supervise the planning
and establishment of the facilities, including the necessary
requirements to train a locally dppointed Youth and Community
Worker who w'll eventually have reponsiblity for the Supervision
of the playground facilities in due course as part of his/her
overall responsiblities within the Youth and Careers/Community
Office. There has been some delagy in the planning of -the
“adventure playground due to the consideration now being given to
the siting of this Ffacility but it is hoped to progress the matfer
as soon as a decision on the esite has been made and an advertisment
for the appointment of the local Youth and Community Worker will
then appear in the press,

SUPPLENBENTARY TO QUESTION No. l5b @F 1980

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, then I Lako it that it is not going to be for a trainee
playleader but for a Youth and Community Worker and the playleader
pdft is only part of the reupun&Jbllty of this pout°

HON MAJOR I J 1?‘LLIl:’lﬂef!l\TL

The post which will be advertised for the locelly entered chap when
the UK tontract finishes 1is to give the Youth and Community Officer
more flexibility because there will be periods when the playground
is not used during school hours,. for example and therefore we have
the flexibility to move him into other areas of work within the
Youth Community Sewrvice. If we employ him purely on the playground
thing then he won't be working for 8 or 9 hours of the day.

HON P J ISOLA: ~ -

How long has the play leader in fact been here and 1s he fully
employed without an aqventure playground to work on?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

. ‘ N .
Yes, Sir, he had been here for about two months and he is employed
in studying the project and also in fact doing community work. He
is a very experienced man and he does community work at night with
out own Careers Officers.

p

e
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HON P J ISOLA:

© Yes,. Mr Spesker, I understand that but he was broughthere mainly to

start off the adventure playground. Cau the Minister tell us what
changes there are that he will in fact start the adventure play-
ground before his year is terminated? :

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Yes, before he leaves he will start training youth and if it is
necessary we might exuend his contraobs

ILON|

PJ LSOLA
Does the Minister ervisage that need arising becsuse is does seem to
me odd that the Government brings a playleader Lo start the
sdventure playground and he gucs without the adventure playground
slte even being known.

| H@N MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

He hasn't gone yet.
MR SPRAKER:

You are being asked whether the adventure playgfound will be
available within the period of time envisaged.

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPTANI:
I have said so already.
MR SPEAKER:

Next gueshion.
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0. 155 OF 1980 | ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, now that Gibraltar students have achieved parity in
fees level with the UK has Government considered bringing into
line the Gibraltar system for grant allocation and the determlm
nation of parental contribution with the UK? _

,l ‘ ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

Mr Speaker, I gave notice on 9 5UIy,that I would be making a
statement »n Educational Awards Regulations and I shall be
dealing with this question in that statement.

; SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 155 OF 1980
HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, no doubt my asking the guestion prompted the
Minister's reply.

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Nrp Speaker, I had no idea of the Hon Member's question when I
gave you notice of my statements
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THT HON A J HAYNES

Will Government publlsh a 1ist of the. number of. houslng unlts
to be completed this year, giving details of the type of
accommodation ie 2 person bedsit or 2, bedroom flat ete and a
list of their whereabouts” o

.ANSWER

':f THE HON TIE MINISTTR FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Slr, the number of hou31ng units expected to be completed thls
year 1s as follows:- _

T
TANK RAMP Total 16

 Modernised units . 2/2RKB
' | 3/3RKB
1/8RKB .Completed November,
o _ 1980
New Units o : 1/1RKB
S o | " 3/2RKB
6/LRKB
WILLIS'S AREA
Modernised Units total 9
1/% WILLIS'S PASSAGE
17 WILLIS'S ROAD 2/5RKB
- R -.  1/4RKB
13/15 WILLIS'S PASSAGE 2 B/S
2/2RKB Completed August,
_. 1/ 1980
" 23/25 WILLIS'S PASSAGE - '1/2RKB
WHITE STORE New Units Total 16 8 B/S
| ' 8/3RKB Completed August,
' 1980
LIME KILN STEPS PHASE I | |
Modernised Units - Total 12 - 5 B/S
: 2/2RKB Completed October,
' v 5/3RKB 1990
LIME KILN STEPS PHASE TIA 2/3RKB
'  2/2RKB Completed December,
' 1980

49



SUPVL%HLNTARY TO QUESTION NO, 156 QR 1980
HON A J HAYNES: - |
Ca¢ you ‘give m@ the overall total of unltsQ
HON M K}FEATHLRQTONF
57l, sir,
HON A J |HAYNES:
Can you:state how many people those 57 units will ideally occupy?
HON M KIPEATHBRSTONE. | -
That Will depend entirely on tho family composition, eg, a bed~

sitter might be for a single person or it might be for a married
couple,,I can t feally say.

HON A J .HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, I understand when you've got a 2 bedroomed flat you
are talking of one double bedroom for two people and the other
bedroom, a single bedrocm for one pPerson.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I'm afraid I couldn't give that informatiocn, Sir, eg the 8 RKB-
might take 9 people it may take 15 people, I have really no
idea, Sir.

HON A J HAYNES:

Do I understand then the Government designed these flats without
having any idea of what the optimum number for & flat was?

MR SPEAKER: ' I | J

No, we are not .going to go into these details now., It will also
~depend on the way that the allocation is made and that is not his
responsibility. You are asking a question to which you have been
given an answer, the number of units and when they are going to

be completed ond their whereabouts. You have been given the answer
to that. I

HQN A J HAYNES:
Mr‘Speaker, I take that but unfortunately I am not very good at

mathematics and all the rest, Sir, and I haven't had time to
work out from the answWeleeevee

MR SPEAKER:

Yes, but you must not expect Government to do your work.
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‘ HON A J HAYNBS ' _
_No but the p01nt is, Slr, surely 1f Governmen knews how

‘-units tﬂere areg to be completed"and we.’ kn_w.th
. thé uniﬂs.ﬁm,: L : &

",QMR[SPEAKER”"“

have b “give
_ yourself.: Information readlly‘_

"HON P J: ISOLA

T ounits fTr his Departmeﬁﬁ’to'complete’inﬂthe:cours
" Can I takeé it ‘that thére will be a, great other numbér of new
hou81ng]units that possibly will Dot be completed by thef31st
_of March, l980,{but Whlch will be Veny near. eompletlon’b fthat

HON M K FDATHEROTONE ‘ S _ e
I have teken this year, Slr, t0 mean by the end of December, 1980.
HON P J ISOLA | . e

Yes, put’ even by the end of December,v 980 can I ask the .same
questiont, does he hot consider it a veéry’ hmall nuiber of new.

“housing units to produce by that time considerxng that 8 of
them are studios?

HON‘M”K“FEATHERSTONE"

The number of new units actually, Sir, from what . I sald was 26 not
16, .There are, of course, many other on-going progects but they
will, not come to Lrultlon before December, 1980.'

HON A J HAYNES:.

Is there not a dlfference between the flgures quoted for the units
to be completed this year and those quoted earlier on at the
Ceremonial Speech of the Chlef Mlnlster and 80 - forth9

HON MK FEATHLRSTONE

”I think you w111 flnd that the number quoted in the Oobening qpeech'
was 57. v . ,

HON A J HAYNES:

But, Mr Speaker,.is Government not aware that if one talks of
bulldlng 80 units and in the past these -units will almost all

take at least a 2-children family, then if Government is building
flats which are bedsits and are not designed to take a couple with
their two children and they say they are building 50 units, the .
impression the public gets is that they are getting 50 families
off the waiting list and surely Government wouldn't want to mis-
lead peéople to think that those units are all g01ng to take a
famllyo..oeo
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MR SFEAKER:

We must have a question.

HON A J HAYNES:

Well, doesn't Government think it is adviséble to make it crystal
clear how many people are going to be catered for when they give
a list of housing to be completed in one year?

HCN M K FEATHERSTONE:

I|think Sir, that we should have had separate notice for a ques-
tion of that complication but I would.point out that as far as

Public Works are concerned they consult with the Housing Department -

to see what make-up of hou81ng is required and, of course, where a
“bedsitter is being provided this can often acoommodate a single
person or perhaps a married couple who at the moment are occupying
a larger flat of 3 or L rooms, then that larger fl?1 becomes vacant
'and can take a family with children etc. It doszsn'l mean to say
lthat because you are making a bedsit  you are going to cram in a
family with 2 or 3 children into ite. :

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, could I ask for enlightenment.on this. As I understand

the answer of the Minister, there were 16 new housing units at White -

Stores, can he tell us where the other 10 housing units are?
HON M K FEATH?RSTONE

. Yes, Sir, i 231d at Tank Ramp there were 1/1RKB, )/QRKB and
6/LRKB. .

. HON P J ISOLA:

Is thét not Tank Ramp development, isvthat nct modernisation?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

No, it's partly modernisation’and partly new construction.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, can I refer the Minister to the Ceremonial Opening

speech at page 5 where in the penultimate paragraph the Chief

Minister said: "With the coming financial year we have to

finalise construction of 66 unlts"

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Yes, Sir, -that is why I specifically stated that I took the end

- of this year to be December, 1980, the flnan01al year end in
MaPChg}19819 -

HON A J HAYNES :

,fSoAyoufve_got till March to complete another 12 or 13.:
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. HON W T 8SCOTT:

Mr Spegker, it would appear that out of the 57 new units, there
ara 26 ' new ones leaving a balance of 31 modernised units. What
is the extent of the number of homes or units existing prior to
modernisation that will now be occupied by 31 housing units?

HOW H J_ZAMMITT:

Mrf Speaker, I may be able to give the Hon Member some information.
In the case of Tenk Ramp we decanted less people than we will be
eventually permitted to put back into houses that will satisfy

them according to their family compoultlon, it has been a benefit
1n that instancee.

CHON W T SCOTT:

That readlly doesn't answer my question, Mr Speaker, because before
a question was refused to be answered asked by my Hon Colleaguc on
my right as to actual people, the composition, how many people per
unit. I'm asking the queéestion of per unit not people. How many
units have the 31 modernised units replaced, units not people?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

That is a very difficult one to answer off the cuff, I would need
separate knowledge of that question, I can only comment that when
you do a modernisation, in some instances you cannibdalise what you
‘have got but depending on what you actually provide in the end, you
may start with L three-~roomed flats and you might finish wap wath

5 bedsitters and 3 two~-roomed flats, it varies around. Obviously,
the new flats have far better facilities than the old ones such as
bathrooms and reasonable kitchens, etc.

HON W .T SCOTT:

Yes, I am aware of that, Mr Speaker, but what I am really trying to
get at is where if in remodernlsatlon we are actually: dlmlnlshlng
the housing problem.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes, we are.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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NO., 157 QOF 1980 : '_' ORAL

b THE HON A J HAYNES

Mp Speakérg what plans does Government have for the development
of [Town Range for new housing and how far as these advanced?

i ' . ANSWER

; THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, Government has rno immediate plans for the aevelopment of
Town Range for new housing.

There are 3uff301ent sites elsdwhere in Gibraltar that can be
used for, new housing for the next four years.

K
|
l
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THE HON A J HAYNES

- Mr Speaker, Will Government reveal the 1ateot waiting 1lst flgures
for hou51ng and will Government reveal the flgures of homeless
‘people in Gibraltar? ' C e .
- ANSWER

: THE HON THF MINIuTER FOR HOUoING AND_SPORT

Mr onaker, Sir, There were 1800 appllcants on the waltlng llst as
aﬁ the end of June, 1980. = o _

v:There are several social cases clalmlng 'homelessness' whlch the
- Department or the Housing Scheme, cannot accept as- such, some of -
these being families that moved into a hotel with full advance

knowledge that they had to vacate the accommodation by a given date.

In other instances homelessness is by way of voluntary departure.
~ Homelsss cases as such are those who find themselves homeéless by way
: of disaster or who are evmoted by a Court order far wﬂlch thcy are
"nét to blames - , : _ . .

SUPELDMLNPAKY T0 QUFSTION NO. ¢58 01 1980

HON A J HAYNES:

It doesn't answer ths question, Mr Speaker,'whaf is the figufg?
Hoﬁ H J ZAMMIT: | |
.Cf”saéiél'cébeé?
HON A J HAYNES:

Of homeless people?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

‘There are no homelsss people as.far as Government is concerned.

HON W' T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, the Hon the Minister for Housing said there were 1800
applicants. 'Are there 1800 application of 1800 individuals?

- HON H J ZAMMITT:

Applications.

HON W T SCOTT:

‘We are now talking sbout 1800 families?

HON H J ZAMMITT:
Yés, not applicants.
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HON A J HAYNES:

L years?
HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Sir, there has been a increase and in fact we are’ flndlna “that
nore and more people who were normally residents in UK now w1sh to
come back and there is an increase, if snythlng,* R

HON| A 7 HAYNES:

. Mr Spesker, can I have a fuller explaﬁatjon as tolwhyfﬁhé‘fiéuré
isn't going down? , i R s

HON H J ZAMMITT'

Well, the flgure 1sn't g01ng gown: for a number oP reasonss ﬁlrst,
that people obviously aspire to a better standard of Iiving; young
families want their lndepcndonce, and rlghtly so, and therefore

the demand is alwayb greater.

MR SPEAKER:

‘Next guestion.
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. i 17 7 80
NO. 159 _OF 1980 ORAL

Tmp HON A J HAYNES

Mr Sﬁeaker,-Will Goverment stateAwhethe: all the flats at Varyl Begg
Estate have now been. allocated an if nov, then why end will
Government give a list of those unallocated flets at Varyl Begg?

ANSWER

'THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

YG%P Sir. The 29 flats in question at Varyl Begg have not yet been
offered as they are not ready for occupation. However all. prospective
tenants have received letters explaining that they have gualified
for one of these flats which w1]l be offered to them when ready.

SUPPLEMANTARY TO QUESTION NO. 159 OF 1980 -
HON A J HAYNES: |
' What stops them being ready, Sir? |
HON H J ZAMMITT:

There are not ready, they have defects..
HON A J HAYNES:

They have been built?

HON H J ZAMMI®TT:

Of course they have been built, they have been s tanding there since
1973 or 1774-

 HON A J HAYNWS

" MR SPEAKER:

I see, s0 we've got defects g01ng back to 1973 or 1974 -and prospective
tenants waltlng that 1ong? . _

HON H J ZAMMITT:

-.No, this is at Varyl Begg, no, Sif, not waiting that 1ohg. These
preople were informed of their allocation in the last few months.

HON W T SCOTT:

Is Government saylng, Mr Spesker, that these 29 homes have defects
and they haven't been ‘glven- outand the ones that have been glven out
~do not have any. defects? o

No, we ape not going to.,go into that under any circumstances.
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HON A J HAYNRES:
Mr Speaker, I understend then that these flats were built in 1973/7L9

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, I refer, of course, to Varyl Begg, Mr Speaker, that there are 29
flats in Varyl Begg all round the different blocks.

HON A J HAYNES:

29~flats:at Varyl Begg whioﬁ are empty?
HON H J ZAMMITT :
Unoccupied.

MR SPEAKER:

| availsble for allocation.
HON A J HAYNES:

And these have been available for allocation since 1973?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Sir.

HON A J HAYNES:

Could you clarify this?
HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I think I ought to. There are some of these houses, it
‘may be recalled - The Hon Member was not then a Member of this

" House ~ some of these -houses on the top floor of the L blocks which
we held vacant Tor some time pending the Consultants' report, we
were advised subsequently that we could allocate these houses but
attempt to retain the top floor flats vacant as some of these
suffered severe water penetration. Notwithstanding that, Mr Speaker, -
2lthough we have not told individual peopile that they have been
offered or they will be mov1ng in to,for argument sake, say, 21
Royal Soverelgn House, it is earmarked ahd the houses at Varyl Begg
have all been now allocated to thése 29 people who have S0 been
informed.

HON’A J HAYNES:

. Mr Speaker, 1f I can refer, the ‘Hon Member back to questlon No 6u/1980,
“In the supplementaries at page 1, Major Peliza said: "Will he

consider the empty houses which are lying there for ‘months on end

not an important matter?". And the Member said: “There are no

houses lying empty for many months] Mr Speaker". Major Peliza then
answered; "Well, that does not seem to be the opinion of the
Foehdhal publlc Jf I may say so",. 'Then the answer was: "Thegenerdl _

_pub}ic mist be misinformed".
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BON H J ZAMMITT:
Was that referring to Varyl Begg?
HON A J HAYNES: '

The question asked for a list of flats which were subject of
transfers, temporary or transit homes, etc. and the answer being:
"Mr Speaker, 8ir, it is regretted that there is not enough staff
avallable to undertake this time~consuming operation when everyvone
in the Housing Department is fully occupied revising all the housing
applications prior to implementation of-the revised Housing
Allocation Scheme". And than I asked: "Sir, will they notconsider
giving a 1ist for a shorter period?" And the answer was: 'I don't
think that we can entertain anything which entails unnecessary work
to an overtaxed Department". 8o when the question from Major
Peliza was brought in-as to empty houses lying for months there had -
been no reference to _Varyl Begg. ' - - '

MR SPEAKER:
Yes, but what is the question?

HON A J HAYNES:

Sir, is there any discrepancy between what the. Minister was saying
then ie that there are no houses lying empty for many months and
that the general public must be misinformed and the informetion we.
have now received that there are 29 which have or haven't, I am not
sure yet, been lying empty since 1973/7L? -

MR SPEAKER:

The Minister has made it quite clear that these houses have not been

lying empty since 1973/7L.

HON A J HAYNES: |

Have any of them been lying empty for months? '
HON H J ZAMMITT:

Certainly.

HON A J HAYNES:

Well, how many?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, there have been instances where we have had to bring
people out of these particular flats: in some cases because of
penetration of water or flooding and they've had to be mdved to
alternative accommodation at Varyl Begg, that could be an instance
that could have occurred 6 weeks ago. The top floor flats, of
course, have never been occupied. It will be recalled that the
‘Phase .6 of Varyl Begg, the last 4 blocks at Varyl Begg, should have
. been pllocated in September, 1976, which I think all Members are

. fully aware of. They eventually were occupied I think some, time. in
“October/November, 1979. Those are the ones that have been held back
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“because of the eventual {ixing up of the pitched roofs and were -

advised not to put people al the top floor Tlats because we didz't

know exactly what was goéing to happen with the repair of the flat

roofs there. The top floor flats invariable have water penetrationi
MR SPEAKER:

Let us talk aboul figures and dates. How many flats have been
unoccupied ardhow long for, that is what we are interested in.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

In Varyl Begg there are 29 flats. I would, cf ¢ourse,_like to_refér
the Hon Member to the guestion he has referred to from the Hon and

. Gallant Major Peliza. I think the question then was how many flats
~in concerning modernisation were lying dormarit, not Varyl Begge.

ME SPEAKER: - |

Next question;
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17 7 80

NO. 160 OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, Is Government ncw in a position to publish a list ef all
Government houses and flats which were allocated in the last two
. years excluding transfers or allocations to temporary or transit

homes?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORL(L

Sir, 12 Bedsitters at Glacis plis 42 other post-war flats have
been allocated to tenants who had to be decanted under the
requirements of the Modernisation Programme during the past iwo
years, and 30 flats at Rosia Dale (Phase 1) to applicants on the
medical and priority lists.
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17 7 80
NO. 161 OF 1980 ORAL .

THE HON A T LODDO

“Mr @peakér, why has Government seen f£it to deny any financial
ass}stanqe to the Gibraltar Junior Football League?

- ANSWIE

[Srevierni b uniutod

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is not the case, the G.J.F.L. has received
financial assistance from Government over the past years as follows:

1975/76

- £115
1976/77 - £200
1977/78 - £300
1978/79 - £300
1978/80 - £300

Grants will bBe considered for 1980/81 when applications are called
for The G.J.F.L., should apply to the G.F.A., the Governing Body
of Football, to Whom an annual grant is invarlably made.

 SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 161 OF 1980
HON P J ISOLA: | ‘

Mr Speaker, is not the Minister begging the question here because
is 1t not a fact that the Gibraltar Football Asscciation is
dissatisfied with the size of their grant so they are hardly in a
position to give any money to the G.J.F.L. and .is the Minister not
ohviously aware of this fact and does the Minister not consider it
a great tragedy that a. venture of such great .importance to our
young people in Gibraltar going to New York should have received
from the Government nothing more thah a letter from the Chief
Minister with a plaque?

MR 5°EAKER
We are talking about finan01al grants and nothlng else.
HON CHIEF MINISTER: ‘

Mr Speaker, I was written to about their going away and I wasn't
askef for one penny and it was as a gesture, because they informed
me, that I told them that they might be taking a plaque. I think
that has done mare harm than good to the people who want to support
these people to tray and throw the gquestion of the piagque into

this matter.
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MR SPEAKER:
‘ Wéll, it is not relevant in any case.
HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is it not a fact that the Chief Minister pPGSJdeS over
a Government that has collective responsibility end is it not a
fact that the Minister for Sport was asked for finsncial assistance
for this venture as long ago as 3 months and that the Gibraltar
_.Junior Foothall Leaguc got no reply except an oral reply dt a

dinner dance and is that a satisfactory situation?

HON H J ZAMMITT: ‘

Let me start by saying, Mr Speaker, that I am somewhat surprised
because the guestion as framed did.not ask me.at all as to why
Government had not assisted the Gibraltar Junior Football League
on its Americen trip. I have been asked as to why they had been
denied financial assistance and I have proved that Government has
not denied financial assistance., MNr Spcaker, the question raised
by the Hon Leader of the Opposition as to how can the GFA being -
dissatisfied with the grant that Government provides it was quite
a volte face of what 1 heard here some years ago when I was accused
of only helping football and ignoring all other sport. However,
Mr Speaker, let me just remind the Hon Leader of the Opposition
that football since 1974 to 1979/80, excludlnp, of course, this
year:s vote, has been afforded the sum, that is including grants.
and underwriting losses out of public funds, the sum of £18,818,
and if I may, by way of camparison, that the football allege that
the hockey get everything, hockey have taken away £17,763.

Mr Speaker, I would say this much, that the GFA have never ever
complained to me of lack of co- oppratlon from Government on
financial assistance. This has only become evident in the past
couple of years dug to a Member of esece

MR SPEAKER:

Order, we drehot going to make speeches. Yoy have given your
answer to thd question.

HON P J ISOLA: .

Mr Speaker, I would like to ask the Minister, is it not a fact that
the mdaorlty of the funds given to the GFA has been underwriting
losses in respect of teams who were brought to Gibraltar at the
instigation and with the active assistance of the Minister? That is’
one question. The other question is, does the Minister not consider
that there is a great difference between the G.F.A. and helping

young people who are school children under the age of 16 to do a

trip to New York % Does he not consider there is a great difference?

MR SPEAKER:

I entirely dgree with the Leader of the Opposition and that is why
all these supplementaries are completmly and utterly out of order.
Let us _ecome back to the original guestion and any supplementaries
which’ are relevant. If there are any gquestions to be asked on
financial assistarce to the Gibraltar Junior Foothall League .they
are completely in order, not_othcrw1se,
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HON P J ISOL&:

I am going to ask why the Government has not given financial
assistance to the Gibraltar Junior Football League which was sought
from the Government % months ago in writing and to which the
Government never bothered to reply except for an oral Peply at a
dlnner dance?

MR SPEAKER:
Let us have an answer to that.
HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Spealker, the Gibraltar Junior Football League applied in
February this year saying that they were golng,to New York to attend
- a football: tournament -organised by the Hicksville American Football
Club. I am fully aware and I was fully aware that.the invitation
~had come from a gentleman who was sponsoring throughsa local

compahy in Gibraltar every single penny, that-is, air trips,
including may I say dressing up from blazers right the way through
to overnlght stay in London, to being put up at Holidey Inns in
Amnerica eceeco

MR SPEAKER:

Order, I will not have it. You have been asked a simple unSLion¢
Did you receive an application for a5811tance and dld you give
any asslstance°

HON H J ZAMMITT: P \

Very good Slr, I will reply to the questlon very brlefly I did not
agree and it is Government's policy that we do not prov1de.
financial assistance for teams. be they young, .old, hocksy, football,
or anything else, to people other than those who obtdln admission
into a tournament organised by an international. governlng body.
There :have been many teams leaving. Gibraltar and they have now
-asked for financial ass1stance,_they g0 because they Want to go not
because -they have to go, Mr Speaker. .

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, the Mlnlster has. not answered my questlon Wthh is why
he did. not g:ve a reply for three months to. a wrltten appllcatlon?
HON H J ZAMNITT" S ' '“;J;_;:_}
‘Mr Speaker, itiis not so - that they dld not get a reply, I told the
‘Chairman that the matter had to.'be con81dered by a Commlttee and
‘the Committee was not formalised as yet- and therefore his ennual

grant will:be considered by:the- Commlttee 1n conaunctlon Wlth the
“GeF. A but certaanly not for a; trlp to Amcrlca. .

CHON P T ISOLA

. Mr Speaker, is it because the Mlnlster was against the trip to
America? .



Lo

HON H J Z,!-‘sl‘--”\‘iIT'I‘"‘~

Mr Speakér,. I Would like to lnfopm the Member that I instigated the
trip to Americal ' : :

HON P J ISOLA:

MPISpeaker could ask the Minister, in view of the fact that he
1nsL1gatca the trlp to America, could I ask the Minister if he is
not awale that apart feom a generous donation from a very generous
firm who helped considerably, trade in Gibraltar helped con-
siderably, people, parents and so forth and does the Government not
consider;that the tax payers would have willingly agreed for a grant
to be made by Goverment?

MR SPEAKER: . ™

No, ‘ordep. You have been given a straight answer Whlch T thlnk is
a very clear answer. -Government will not consider applications for

teams representing Gibraltar and not sent by private 1nst1tutlono
and 1ndlv1duals, it is as simple as that.

HON P J ISOLA:

May I then state on this side of the House that we.thoroughiy
- disagree with the policy of the Government that obviously does not
encourage young people in Gibraltar to.compete outside Gibraltar.

HON -W T SCOTT

Mr Speaker, I would like to say something to the Hon Minister. It
would appear, rising in value from 197» right up to 1980, from £115
to £300 has been given annually particularly to the Gibraltar
Junior ‘Fdotball League. So I understand from the Minister's answers
there" is nogpethOﬁ of this year &nd. in ‘subsequent: years .of money
‘being - glven dlreﬁb¢y to the G.J«F,L. T wonder being consistent
with the Ministér's statement, I thlnk it was’ 1n the estimates or
debate on: the budget, of -his 1dea of “introducing a Sports Council
Cwhich I underotand has ‘not -only ‘not heen ‘consituted but ob¥iously
has not met, “why this ‘decision -not to:give money to the G.d.F.L.
hes been taken because I Would -have thought that that was a
decision to be taken by the Sports Council and not by the Minister.

HON H J AAMMI”T

My Speaker, I have to answer’ thls in ﬁwo parbs. Firstly, .this
policy decision was ' not taken purely by Government it was a

decision taken by the Committee appointed to consider financial

. assistance to sportlng organisations, it was taken 2 years ago, and
- in-faet, the G.J.F.L.” was so informed that théy, had to apply to the
governlng body of"sport. That was not ‘Government. but I.don't
think, Mr upeaker, that any: *Governmeht or any Minister or:any member
o 40 as they wish, I am hot trylng to insinuate. anythlng wrong, :
without reopon31b111ty and that'is where he who :pays the piper calls
the tune, Government lays its policy down and administers its money
because 1t has to answer to the people as to how .the money :is- spcnt.
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HON W T S5COTT s

Mr Speaker, with due respect to the Hon Member, I don't think he
has really answsred my question. :

MR SPEAKER:

Yes, he has most certainly answered your question.

HON W T SCOTT:

May I ésk another one?

MR SPEAKER: R

T will tell you how he has answered your question. He has said
that a decision not to grant direct ald to the Gibraltar Junior
Football League was taken by the Committee that considers grants
and not by them guided bty Government policy. That has been the
answer. _ : o

HON P J ISOIA:

Can I ask, Mr Speaker, whether the Minister can agssure us that the
£300 for 1972/80 were actually paid to the Gibraltar Junior
FFootball League?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Yes, Sir,

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione.
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o S S SRR A ’  17.7 80
'NO. 162 OF 1980 . ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, Will Government necon31der 1ts pollcy for charglng fees f;

;m to users of ths Vlctorla St ad1um¢~

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPOPT

Mr Speaker Government has given serious thought to the need to
introduce charges for useof playing facilities at the Victoria
Stadium as is done in Sports Centres in the United Kingdom.

It is intended to introduce these charges on of aboﬁt lst October
1980. Government does not_consider it necessary to reconsider its
‘pollcy. i : S R o : , o

'SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 162 oF 1980
HON W T SCOTT: |
Mr Speaker, can we have a more speciflc answer as to Government
policy? o ;

HON H J ZAMNITT:

They w111 have to pay for the fa0111t1es.

. HON W.T SCOTT: T”H"';,;.ffj;g,g%_a_iw;

| The actual charges that are g01ng to be lev1ed and so forth?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

. No as yet; M»r» Speaker.

HON W T SGOTT;M

When will Government be in a position to do this prior to October?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

The moment the Sports uounc1l is consituted we will make that publlc,
Sir. : y o . _

HON P J ISOLA:

Will the Government take the views of the Sports Counc1l into
account in relation to charging users?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

We will certainly listen to their wiews, Mr Speaker, and I think ,
the fSllowing question which refers to the terms of reference of the

Sports Committee will, of course, be sought but I would remind

Members that in prewvious questions on this subject I have said that
the then Sports Advisory Commlttee were certainly consulted,




MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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. : o 177 80
‘ NO. 163 OF 1980 b . ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, when does Government intend consmtutlng the Sports
Council and can Government state what its terms of reference will
be?

ANSWER -

'THE_HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT"

Mr Speaker, The Gibraltar Sports Committee will be'constituted in
the very near future. Its terms of reference will be:-

(1) To advise the Government on the’ 1mprovement of sportlng
facilities in Glbraltar generally.

(ii) To receive and consider representatlons from sporting
organisatlons in @ibraltar with a view to such 1mprovements.

| (iii) To consider appllcatlons for flnanc1al a831stance from
sportlng organlsatlons.,

SUPPLEMENTARY ‘TO QUESTION NO. 163 OF 1980

. HON PJ ISOLA;

_ Wlll 1t be part of the duties of the Sports Coun01l to allocate
- flunds provided by the. Government to sporting a33001ations w1thout
}*1nterference from Lhe Mlnlster? S e : . _

. HON H J ZAMMITT: fA;;“*;j_;”‘-agif,ffgfﬂji??f’”‘“

- The Minister will be- chalrlng this Commlttee and as: 1t is™ tax payers

money ' there will be Government policy as to the - issuing of publlc
. fundse. . . . .

HON P J ISOLA:

Yes, Mr- Speaker, the Government will de01de what funds are made
available to the Council but will the Cotincil have the right to
determine, as a Council, with the Minister having a vote, .how those
~funds are allocated to sport otherw1se it is a- farce. o

-

'HDN H J ZAMMITT:

Yes, Mr Speaker, otherwise there would be no Committee, it-would
be the Minister alone. N . .

. .HON P J ISOIA:

PR

- Well, is the answer yes?

":HON H T ZAMMITT:

0f course, Mr Speaker, part of the terms of reference is to con-
. sider applications for flnanclal assistance from sporting
. organisations. o S 69 o
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HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker;fwho will be included in the Specrts Council?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, the members of the Sports Commiftee,'as is done in UK,
have been invited to participate by myself, they have accepted, Sir,

and the list is now in Secretariat with Establishment or the legal
side in draftlng the terms of reference.

HON G T RESTANO:

Did the Mlnlster say thau the Q1fferent assocxatlons have been
inv1ted uo ssnd nominations? _ .

HON H J ZAMMITT'

Mr Speaker, not send nomlnatlons, no, they are app01nted by me.
Members are appointed by the Minister for Sport as is done in UK.

I would like to say, Sir, that every single member on that Committee:
is concerned one way or another and in some instances in more than
one way with the functioning and the facilities afforded
partlcularly at the Victoria Stadlum.“‘ :

Al__HON PJ ISOLA

- Mr Speaker, is 1+ not a fact that in the Unlted Kingdom the Mlnlster
before appointing members to the Sports Cpuncil consults the
associations involved and the sports involved as to the partlcular
people they would like to see nominated to the Counc1l, is ..that
not the usual proéedure in all Government Committees in the United
, Kingdom and in Glbraltar? i

HON H J ZAMMITT:

According to a letter which a very prominent Member of the D.P.B.G. -
wrote to the Sports Council, I think you will ‘find that the
Minister for Sport appoints and in fact it gdes further and that

is why I am not ealling it, Sir, a Sports Council but a Sports
Committeée because in a Sports Council the members are not.drawn

from sporting organisations, they are absolutely independent and
have nothing to do with sport.

"HON P J ISOIA:

Is the Minister telling.the\House that he has not had consultations
with the different sporting associations in Gibraltar as to who
should be hominated to the Sports Council, is that what he is
telllng us?

HON Hf ZAMMITT:

My Speaker,vi am not saying.that I have not had consultation with the
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Sports Associations. I had consultations with the then Sports
Advisory Committee on which there was a representative of every
single associlation. C e . o _ .

HON P J ISOIA:

But does not the Minister consider that it is the wrong footing to
get a new Sports Committee going if all he is doing is getting
advice from the previous one? Does he not consider it desirable
and eminently reasonable that he should have consulted the various
spPrtlng associations who are involved in sporit today as to the
sort of people they would like to see on this Committee br is this
going to be another dlctatorshlp?
i

, HON H J ZALMITT:

r Speaker, as I said earlier on every single member of the now

. defunct Sports Advisory Committee represented an association and

in some cases more than one association., They have all been
consulted Mr Speaker, '

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, can I ask then what is the purpose of a new Commlttee
when all he has done is consiu 1t the defunct Commlttee?

‘MR SPEAKER:-

No, next question.
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B R ¥ o &5 :
NO. 16l OF 1980 - ORAL

THE HON A T TODDO

Mr Speaker, has Goverﬁmént now. considered other seating a rrangements
for the Victoria Stadium which would be less susceptlble to
Vandallsm?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Yes, Sir, Government has already considered alternative seating
for the Grand Stand at the Victoria Stadium. It is thought that
. wooden benches would be less suSceptlble to vandallsm.

! v

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 164 OF 1980 |

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, when will these wooden benches be provided?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr.Speaker, the question is, has Government considered and the
answer is we have considered, it is certainly not in this year's
estimates, v L : -

HON P J ISOIA:

Does the Minister not agree that these benches should be bgerational
before.you start charging people for using the facilities at the
Victoria Stadium? . ’

HON H J ZAMMITT: .
Sir, probably if we would have charged for theAfacilities we ‘would
have found that vandalism at the Stadium wouldn't be so severe.

MR SPEAKER:

Next Question.
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- L 17760
| NO. 165 OF 1980 - ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO -

Mr Speaker,; what reduction in rents were made in the Rosia Dale
development to compensate for floor tiles not having been laid?

[ . . . . .. ANSWER
i o

THE HON THE MINISTEE FOR _HOUSING AND SPORT

Sir, rents are assessed on 11V1ng‘area~and no reduétlonvin.fents;has
been made because these floors were not covered with tiles.
Notwithstanding this, R031a Dale. rents are stlll sub31dlsed.

: S
SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 165 OF 1980

- HON G T RESTANO:
} .

Mr Speaker, that is 1ndﬂrect contradlctlon w1th what the Mlnlster
for Public Works replled to me in Mdrch When he 5814 eeeee

MR SPEAKER:
Which question?

HON G T RESTANO ‘ §
‘Tt is question No 74 of 1980 on the questlon of the tlles. When I
asked the Minister what sort of differential in rent he was talking

about, he was talking about compensation depending on the means of
tenants but to some extent the tenants: is . compensated in the rent.

MR SPEAKER:

Yes, but I think that referred. to bedSittersIbhly.f.

HON G T RESTANO:
To those that had mot had floor tileés. . - -, . s ... . ...

MR SPEAKER:

"AN eiceptlon to the above condition was made by Government in the -
case of bedsitters where the question of hardship was taken into
account no .

HON G T RESTANO:

It referred to those flats Whlch had not had floor tlles laid and
the Minister said that “the tenant is compensated in the rent that
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is charged which is probably a'1itt1e lower without tiles". Now
the Minister for Housing says- that there is no difference, can I
know who is accurate and who is not accurate?

‘HON H J ZAMMITT:
I ﬁhink, Mr Speaker, one cannot take in isolation a sentence. What

was said generally there was that the added increase of cost in
laying tiles and I seem to remember that we hdd explained that our

' experlence was that where we had laid grey tllcs, people wanted

@k tiles, where we had laid pink tiles people wanted grey tiles.
ing area is how Government assesses its rent, not whether we
have wooden roofs or tiles or carpet or lino. '

HON G T RESTANO:

Again a complete contradiction from the other Minister who‘éaid
that "the rent is baged to some extent on the actual cost of
¢onstruction”. I still want to know, Mr Speaker, whether in fact
What I was told last time was correct ie. that the rent is

probably a little lower without tiles or whether it is not correct
which 1s what the Minister for Housing is now saying.

MR SPEAKER:

I thlnk one must assume that it is 1ower due to the £ act that the
cost of construction is less.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, some .of those.flaté I think were not tiled and some
were. .

HON H J ZAMMITT

No, none of them were tlled.

MR SPEAKER:

" 'Next question.
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R Lo 17 7 80
N0. 166 OF 1980 : |  ORAL

THE HON A T IODDO

Mr Speaker, how long has the barrier in Cornwall's Lane been up

and given the fact that this is one of the busiest intersections
of our City, can Government say when this lane will enjoy a free
flow of traffic?.

‘ | THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Mr Speaker, Sir, on the 15 February, 1980, the Public Health
Department informed the occupiers of 9 Cornwall's Lane that there
~was a danger of falling masonry due to a faulty roof. On the 9
~ April, Public Health Depaftment.sent a warning letter to the
occuplers to carry out repairs. They failed to carry out such
'ﬁepalru and they were summonsed. The Conmany'wac fined £20 on the
11 July 1980. and the Court ordered that repalrs be carried out
within 45 days.

Traffic is flowing along that part of Cornwall's Lane.

. The scaffolding is 23 feet long. The width of the road left for
the flow of traffic is 7'9" at one end and 6'8" at the other end.

SUPPL EMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.166 OF 1980
HON P J ISOIA:
It does not give much room if there is a pedestrian as well as a

car, does it, Mr Speaker, to go through?

MR SPEAKER:

Next question. ' R

N 75 A v. ) o




TR L 17 7 80
' NO. 167 OF 1980 : ORAL

»erﬂE'HON AT LODDO

'Mr Speaker, will Government state whetuer they are satlsfled with-
the Traffic (Motor Vehicles) . (Construction and Use) Regulations or
does Government not agree that these Regulations should be revised
to bring them up. to date with Uriited Kingdom and European standards?

. - L éﬂﬁﬂEB_ |
l . THR HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

‘Mr Speaker Sir, the revision of certain aspects of the Traffic
- (Motor Vehlclesj (Construction &nd. Use) Regulations is currently
under con31dcr@tlon. . :

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 167 OF 1980
T , . T |
HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, for how long has this been under consideration?

HON H J ZAMNITT ;

. I don't know T wouldn' t 11ke to glve a part1cu1ar date, about a
',year Or SO. _

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, is the’ Mlnlster aware that the changes in European and
Englash Regulatlons took place about 8 years ago?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

I don't know Mr Speaker, that in Burope it was changed. 8 years ago.
I cannot even recall if Britain was in the Common Market 8 years
ago. Normally we are in line with UK not with Europe.

HON A J HAYNES:

There are EEC directives on the matter and I know of one which states
that the exhause cylinder should be pointing down to the ground '

which is what they've discovered is the best for pollution dispersant
as opposed to pointing to the rear and a measure to change.something

like that doesn't that take 8 years surely, Sir?

. HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, the question was very wide and one dldn t know exactly

what particular section or re%.lrements the Questioner had in mind.
C

The traffic (Motor Vheicles) (Construction and Use) Regulations
deals with bits and pieces of a motor vehicle to its actual disposal
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and removal. It is guite extensive, Mr Spesaker, and therefore it
was impossible to be able to decipher with clarity what the
Honourable Member wanted answered., I can assure the Honourable

U Member that, .of course, we are ‘lockihg at these things, such as
o 'faj.llng in 11"’18 w1th Wuropean J:'equlrements. :

MRASPEAKER;

We#t question.”

o
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; e NO. 168 OF 1980 . ORAL

| THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can Government prlaln the shortage of - 12p gstamps and why these can
no longef be purchased over the count er?

. o ANSWER

i

f ! THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

'(In the absence of the Hon the Mlnlster for Tourlsm and Postal
L | f . . . ' Services)

3
Mr Speakkr; Sir, the shortage of 12p stamps was foreseen by
. Government, but taking into account that a rewview of postal charges
“will becbme operative on 1 August 1980, it was considered advisable
not to order a reprint of these stamps which would not only have
cireated additional and unnecessary expenditure but could also have
an adverse effect among collectors. 4

Limited guantities of 12p stamps may still be obtained over the
counter. I propose to make astatement about the review of charges
later in the proceedings, Mr Speaker.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 168 OF 1980
HON P J ISOILA:

Can I ask in connection with the revicw of charges that the
Honourable Member is going to make, will there be stamps available
for those charges over the counter?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I think it is implicit that we haven't got 12p it is
because we have made provision for the necessary increase.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

 7.8 .




- R 17 7 80
‘NO. 169 OF 1980 ' ' ORAL

. THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, have any approaches been made by Government to any
Associations to arrapge Fun FleS this summer? .

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING'AND SPORT

(In the sbsence of the Hon the Mlnlster For Tourlsm and Postal
Services) .
No, Sir, but as I said in answer to Question No.67 of 1980 at the

meetingﬂbf the House on 25 March, 1980, Government would hely» any .

organised festival as was done last year. Indeed, the sum of
£3,000 was granted towards the organlsatlon of" the Gibraltar Song

Festlval held last May.

79




o 17 7 80
NO. 170 OF 1980 - ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Mr Speaker, has Government any immediate plans of prov1d1ng
facilities for tourists arriving on Cruise Liners at North Mole and
if so then what type of facilities are envisaged?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and Postal
Services) .

No, Sir, Government has no 1mmed1ate plans for prov1d1ng such
facilities. I would, however, like to refer to my anser to a
‘Eﬁmilar guestion (No '69 of 1980) at the meetlng of the Housé on

25 March, 1980. ‘

This matter will be consideréd in conjunction With-the Port
Development Study now being conducted.



[~ 17780
— _/ N0 171 OF 1980 I _ ORAL

o j /- THE _HON A J HAYNES
o

N ) /
9iv, wil£ Gover

A ﬁment’dé something about the sewers in Camp Bay wiich
seem to emit dangerous and unhealthy smells throughout the area?

:] ANSWER

; | THE HONG THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

- 8ir, during desilting works on the Main Sewer in the Canmp Bay/Rosia,
it was necessary to leave certain manholes open to allow ventilation
of the sewer before work £an commence. These works have now been
suspendqd until the Autumn. This 1s the prozedure followed in
previouﬂ years. '

SUPPLEME@TARY TO _QUESTION NO.171 OF .1980
HON P J ISOILA:
Mr Speaker this smell is present at‘ﬁhe moment. Is the Gevernment'

doing anything about it, just closing the sewers up and that is it?

"HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

As far as I‘know there is no smell at the moment but I will look
into it if you assure me there is. : :
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.| - No.172 oF 1980 - omL

/ - THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

l | ‘ ‘- e
‘Is|it a fact tA;t some public t01lets in the City have been closed
down an7 what 1is the reason for this?.

| ANSWER
’ ' THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

i
l

‘8ir, one public toilet, by the Theatre Royal, has been closed.
This tollet required almost complete re~bu11d¢ng and it was felt
that the use made of it by the public did not Justlgy the expense
plus the addud annual cost of gn attendant.

SUPPLEM@NTARY TO QUESTION NO.172 OF 1980

A l '

HON MAJOR R J PRELIZA:

Is'the Minister aware that will the possible influx of-fhousanésof
visitors there would be in need for such facilities 1f the visitors
are going to think highly of Gibraltar? '
HON M K FBATHERSTONE

There are plenty of t01lets at the Piazza and the letance is not
all that far. :

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
So the Minister feels that there are enough tollet facilities even
if the visitor population of Gibraltar is increased to the number
- that the Government seems to foresee?

- HON M K FEATHERSONTE:

I know when one is hard pressed one would like a'toilet at every
street corner but I think the number of toilets in Gibraltar is
gquite adequate and possibly greater than in the United Kingdom.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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o S 17 7 80
NO.. 173 OF 1980 » ; ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PRELIZA

Ts Government taking any action to put right and repair the great
numberof pot holes all over Gibraltar especially in Main Street?

] S | ANSWER

i
i

THE_HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

R sectlons of Main Street "have already been resurfaced and

ther sections are programmed once certain paving and kerbing
Works are completed. In the meantime these areas are regularly
patched until the complete res%rfacing works can he underbaken,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION No. 173 OF 1980

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
|

Is the Minister batlsfled w1th the progress of pdtchlnp and
resurfacing?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

I know the roads section tries to keep up With'this, sometimes-we
are rather short of manpower but we are keeping it as much under
control as we can.

"HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Is the Minister satisfied with productivity and not just manpower? -

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Yes, Sir.
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i o 17 7 80
NO 17l OF 1980 | o ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can Government state whether the Public Works Department Garage is
now completed having regard to the statement made in the House by
the Minister in March, 1980%

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, work on this Contract is not yet complete. The Contractor
has suffered delays in supply of materials from UK, and has also
had difficulties in obtaining Craftsmen.

There have been certain extensions to the contract in a number of
items - outside toilet, extra windows/ventilation, compressed air -
line - at the request of Unlion representative., These have caused
further delay. . :

It is now hoped that the main handover will take place in August.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QURSTION NO 17L OF 1980
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: |

When, if the Minister can answer this question will demolition start?®

-

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :
The demolition of the other one will take place as soon as the

equipment in the old garage has been transferred to the new one,
this should take approximately 6 to 8 weeks.
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NO 175 OF 1980 - . ORAL

THE HON P J TSOLA

Sir, In view of the fact that Spring has now passed can Government
"explain why no work has commenced on the roofs at the Varyl Begg
Estate and when does Government now espect that work will commence.
and has Government yet appointcd contractors to do such work9 '

o ANSWPR

THE HON THB MINTISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, plans and epe01f¢oatlons for the constructlon of pltched roofs
at the Varyl Begg Estate have been completed, and the Government
has been advised on their cost., Up to date- schedules of
consequential damage to and other defects in the buildings have
also been supplied to the consultant, except in the case of 2 :
small number of apartments to which, as yet, my department has been
unable to obtain access because of the absence_of the tenants when
calls have been made. The Government's consultants and contractors
have been and are conferring on the costs of and programme for the
construction of the pitched roofs. Steps have been taken to
expedite delivery of materlals. The Government. has not appointed

a new contraotor. R o e :

These matters have taken longer than was anticipated. I am no yet
in a position to give a specific date for commencement of work at
the estate. Although the matter has proceeded more slowly than
Government Would have wished, progress is belng made.

SUPPL?MENTARY TO_QUESTION NO 175 OF 1980

MR SPEAKER:

May I remind Hon Members that there is a motion on this suhject
and we must not anticipate. I am, of coquo, not saying .that no
supplementarles should be asked. : . e e e .

HON P J ISOLA:

I am not going to anticipate the motion Mr Speaker but does the
Minister not realise that he is not rcally answering my guestion
having regard to what was said by the Hon and Learned Attorney-

»: @General in March, what was said by the Government itself in

January and what was said by the Government itself in December
in public statements. Why is it that the Government is still not
in a position to commence works on the pitched roofs despite the
assurances it gave in December, January and March?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I think, Sir, as I already said, the matter has proceeded more
“slowly than Government would have wished. This has not been
entirely in Government's hands it has been in the hands of the
_consultants and the contractors and it has not gone as fast as we

‘ .wwoul@/have wished but. progress 1s being made.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Tf,th1$ iis the case can the Minister state why +hese assurances.
have beeh glveq/ln this House and is he not making a mockery of the
Hoyse, if assurances are made about when work will commence and
th.n_noﬁ even conbvactors have been appointed? Who is going to do
th work, can the Minister say that?

i
HON M K ?FFATHEPST ONE :

SlP, it 1s not a question .of makLng a, mockery of the House, far be
it for me to ever indulge in such a sort of thing, but I do think,
Sir, that we are maklnngather a mockery of the procedure of the
‘House 1f we are g01ng to ant301pato at question time every+h1ng
that 1s g01ng to be sald in the debqte.

|

Cup PEAKLR

No, you are belng asked a stralphtwforward question. As the House
has been given assurance on different occasionsg, why have these
assurances not materialised.

'HON MK FEATI-]I‘RSONTE
The assurences were madé in good faith on the. information suppileav
to Government at the time. If that information has subsequently
proved wrong it is not really tejlaid at Government's door.
, . e :

HON P J ISOILA: . _ -

Can the Minister, If he’ié to defend his assertion of good faith,
can the Minister tell this House today July the 17th, not who is
ging to pay for the work but who is actually going to do the work
on the pitched roofs?
" HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

T would think, Sir, that the way all negotiations are going it is.
‘going to be the contractor who originally did the roofs wrongly.

" HON P J ISOIA:
Mr Speaker, is the position then that the Government will not

proceed with the work on t he pitched roofs until the question of
liability has been worked aut?

. HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
NQ Sii‘.

e

e
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HON P J 'ISOILA: ' ! o o o

Well if 1hatls the case, Mr- Speaker, what stopped the contractor L
st rtlng work foday, can the Mlnlster tell us that? == - T

HON M K/FEATHFRSONE

There hds to be before the contractor is glven the lOO% go-ahead
at least agreement between the consultants and the contractors on
what thé cost is going to be otherwise you are giving a blank
cheque to a contractor, T think at the moment there is  some
difference, between tae consultants' estimate of the cost and the
oontractors estlmatec : ' :

HON P J|ISOLA

Does th4® mean, Slr, that the Govefnment still doesn t know despite
satements 1t has made to this effect in the House, still doesn't
know the cost of the remedial measures that have to be carried out?

HON A J HAYNES:

Can Government, after making this assertion that the time limit was
- made in good faith, can he explain how they expected to start

in June without appointing contractors, whether the information was
investigated fully to make sure that 1t was not. Jubt a whlte
elephant9 How can t hey defend that p031t10n9v

HON M X FEATHERSTONE~

Very simply, Sir, If you have a consltant and you are speaking to
him in February or January and you say 'what has got to be done
before we fan start work?® and he .says; "We have to do the drawings,
we have to cost them and we have to agreé the cost with the
~contractors", and you say to the consultent; "And how long will
this take?" and he says; "three months", then you accept his word
and if, in fact, it turns out to be 6 months you have accepted his
word in good faith and have passed that information on.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, may I ask what was the reason for the delay?

MR SPEAKER:

‘It has been given. N

HON G T RESTANO:

The Minister éays that the reason was beyond his control,what was
the.ﬁgason? - , _ . o L e
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"HON M X FFATHLP““ONE

I 'hink;the reeson,has been thai.the preparatidns of the working

“drawings and the calculations of the cost has taken longer than
wa ant?cipated,

HON A JIHAYNES:
l

‘Wergn tiwe given in March of thl yearuan assurance that the plans

had been finlshed?

! §
y_. ) ‘
HON M K FRATHERSTONE: ;

| i ) ) ' ' : .
I think iin March this year we were still talking that it had to

be costed.
g .

HON P g §Isdi;A£

The Attorney-General did say that the plans and specifications had
been prepared and were in the process of be:ng costed,; that is
what he said. :

MR SPEAKER:

Next question..

.88 .



17 7 80
NO 176 OF 1980 ORAL

THE _HON P J TISOLA

Mr!Speaﬁer; oaﬁ Government state what progress, if any, has been
made in ‘the .apportionment of liability in respect of the remedial
measures that have to be carried out to Varyl Begg Estate and is

Goyernment in a p051tlon to state the total cost of these remedlal
me,suresQ .

ANSWER |
THE HON THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mz Spcaﬁer, as stated in answer to question No.l75, the Government
“has been advised on the cost of erecting pitched roofs at the
.Estate qnd schedules of known consequential damage and other
defects are with the consultants focr advice.. These matters are
being‘discussed between the consultant/the contractor. The
- apportionment of costs for the remedial ‘measure has not yet besn
determined and the Government is not ready at thls stage to state
‘the total cost of the remedial measures. :

SUPPLE MENTARY TO QUESTION NO 176.0F 1980

"HON P J ISOIA:

Am I right in thinking then, Mr Speaker, that work is not likely to
commence until 1liability has been apportioned.and the.total cost of
these remedial measures have been agreed with. the contractors who,
- are an interested party in the negotiations, is that the position?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

- - No, Sir."-

‘ 'HoN PJ ISOLA

Well, can the Hon and Learned Attorney-General tell us Whether there
has been any agreemént of any kind, in principle, to .any
apportionment of 1iability since this started in 19769

. HON ATTORNEY GENERAL- .
. “The matter is dn- the course of. w1thout preaudloe consultatlons

between the consultants and the contractors and at this stage I
cannot comment further on the apportionment of ;iobility.

HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Hon and Laarned AttorneymGeneral say how Government proposes

-to commence work on the remedial measures without apportlonement
“having taken place9 Has Government got ideas on this ?

”15H0N ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Ons will have to walt for the outcome of the exact total costs
.which are assessed. ,
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HOW P J ISOIA:

But 1s the Hon and Learned Attorney-~Genral aware that his
predecessor in ‘this House in March told us that work would commence
in June? Is it not a fact, therefore, the Government is no more
re&dy td commence work in June than it was-in March than it was

in Janugry than it was in December; and when will it. be ready to
copmence work? - o

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL
The Hon: the Minister forPubllc Works has explalned how 1n good
faith one gives dates on the information given to one by ..

consultants. The consultants';estimated tlme has not proved good
but that really is no fault of oUrS.

HON P JTISOLA
Is it the position that now that the electoral pressures are over,

we are back to the good old days as far as Varyl Begg Estate of
talk and talk ‘and. talk and no actlon9

VHON ATTORNEY GENERAL'

No, 8ir, there 1s a contlnued w1thou+ preaudlce negotlonatlons going
on. all the tlme. : R . _

7 HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Hon and Learned Attorney Genera] 1dent1fy to the House the
period of time since these W:Lthou1 prejudice negotldulons

commenced¢
"HON ATTORNEY GWNERAL

Not exactly.

HON P J ISOLA:

"'Ts it not a Ffact that he goes back some four years and does o -
Government not. consider this an inordinate time to delay procedures?
HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

No, Sir.




17 7 80

N 177 OF 1980 . ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

- Will Government look into the possibility_of planting some areas in
the Glacis Estate in consultation with the Tenants' Assoclation

in order to improve the appearance of the Estate?
ANSWER

THZ HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS .

Some areas of Glacis Estate along Winston Churchilli Avenue have
already been planted this year though unfortunately some of these
plants have since been vendalised. The possibility of planting
other areas within the estate Has been discussed with the Tenants'
Association and is scheduled to e done progressively in the coming
months. )

. SUPPLEMENTARY TO_QUESTION No.177 OF 1980

HON J BOSSANO: |

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say once the areas are planted does

the Government retain responsibility for the upkeep of the areas

or is this something that the tenants are expected to do?

HON M K FEATHERSONTE:

Sir, the Government will maintain the responsibility but, of course,

they would request the Tenants' Associations to help as much as
possible to see they are not vandalised etc.
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| ./ N0 _178 QF 1980 | ORAL
; | [ IHE HON J BOSSANO
! / :
Ca Government/;tete whether the bedsitters at Prlnce Edward's
Road are on schedule and 1f not the reason for the delay?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sif, the contract at Prince Edward's Road should have been completed
in the first week of December 1979.

| _ .
The contrect is now estimated to be completed by the first week of
Octoberll980 - 142 weeks after driginal comp¢etion date,

The contractor for the site is Whaullngs (Oversees) ltd

OI these L2 weeks' delay the contractor has been awarded exten-
sions of time amounting to 29 weeks 1% days. This has been
awarded for factors outsilde the control of the contractor. These
are as follcws: .

.Water main and Sewer diversion Wthh had not

been anticipated. o 7 weeks

Redesign of foundations due to unforeseen
soill conditions _ _ _ : 1L weeks

The remaining 7 weeks 1% days have been due to such factors as
-~ inclement weather

- Diversion of Electricity mains

- Additional work to North Gable

- delay in gaining access to.rear of site
- Deeper excavations required ,

- Delay in supplying setting out drawings.
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17 7 80

NO 179 OF 1980 o ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, is Government now in a poéition to inform this House as to
when the final treatment to the Tower Blocks will be applied and
the cost thereof? :

ANSWER

THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the matter is now being thofoughly'inveqtigaues and it is
hoped that specialised treatment tc the Tower Blocks will commence
in 1983. The tost at present is not known,

|l_

i

QUPPLLMENTARY TO _QUESTION NO 179 OF 1980

HON W T SCOTT:

~ May I ask the Minister, Mr Speaker, why it . will take as long as
l983_before any effective measures will be taken?

 HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

We are not quite sure yet which méthod will be done but the schedule
acetually is that two floors will be done possibly next year in the
materials that should be approved. This will then be given one
winter to see how it works. If that is satisfactory then a whole
face will be done the following year and if that is satisfactory
~then t he whole of the Tower Blocks will be done in the third year.

HON W T SCOTT:

T would have thought, Mr Speaker, that the Government having
solicited the advice of three specialist firms in this, would
have been able to have come up with a solution without necessarily
waiting further wtil such time as a fleld test can be carrled out
on two floors.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

We are at present in contact with the Building Research Establish-
ment analysing various solutions to the problem which have been
put forward by firms specialising in the treatment of rain :
penetration. We have already sent one of our engineers to Englkand
and Scotland to view areas, Tower Blocks in partitular, which have
been so treated and the result has:not been what one might call
100% but they are being evaluated and we will then eventually come
to the decision as to which method we will try in Gibraltar, but
it has been suggested by the specialist firms themselves that it

"~ should be done in the three stages that I have mentioned. We have
- applied Flinkcote to the Tower Blocks so they should be reasonably.
good until 1983 anyway. _

L
HON W T SCOTT:

‘When does the Government expect that 1t Wlll have a proaected
final cost for this operatlonzs '




HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I would think Lhat with the different analyses heing done by the
~building cost when we determine on a SpeLlflC firm we w111 then
know what 1t is, I should hope within to 4 months,

HON G T RESTANO-:

Mr Speaker, did not the Mlnlster LQtlmdtO the cost at £1lm per
block? v .

HON M K FEATPERSTONB

Yes, I did say £lm, in fact, onu of the firms that did supply an
estimate to us gave us somewhat arond that figure but since we are
projecting until 1983, -1 don't want to be too accurate.

HON G T RESTANO:

In other words, because the works are not being done soon, if the
estimate of £1m per block about 18 months ago stated by the
Minister was a correct figure we may well be getting into £24m per
block if we leave it until 1983 Would the Minister say whether
this is a correct estimation or not9 o ‘

HON M X FEATHERSTONE#

I would think that would be an over exaggeration, Sir. The
estimates that we have got at the moment from one firm, and I've
mentioned there are two other firms in it, was a period up to
1983 and it came to just over £lm including the whole of-the
future projection but of course the other fPirms may come up with
different figures.

HON G T RESTANO:

I think it is veryimportant. That £1lm quotation was estimated
until 1983%

" HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, 1it:was thought that the three sta@es put together would total
somethlng just over £lm.

HON G T RESTANO:* N

:Wifh.the work commencing when, Mr Speaker?‘ -
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

With some of the work commencing on two floors next year, a Whole .
face the following year and the rest in 1983. :

\

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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ir 7 80
§e 180 OF 1980 : ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

. . \ ' . .
Can Government now say whether it is prepared to lay the first six
months accounts of the Gibraltar Quarry Company Limited . on the
table for the information of Members?

ANSWER

'THRE _HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Yes 8ir, after perusal by the Board of Directors, the accounts
. will be presented a2t the next meeting of the %ouse of Assembly.
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I /  NO 181 OF 1980 | | ORAL

/ 1 / THE_HON W_T_SCOTT

! : :
Is|Government row in a position to determine whether water of good
quality can be economically abstracted from deep drilling operations?

ANSWER

THE_HON_THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, drilling operations at the last exploratory borehole were
completed on Saturday 12 July 1980.

I
In order to determine accurately whether water of good quallty can
be economically abstracted from thos exploratory drilling sites
where water has been found, it is necessary to carry out prolonged
pumplng.tests over at least a year to cover all seasonal variations
in water level and quallty. Catchment studies will also be carried
outb durlng this time in omrder to ascertain the rate at which the
aqulfer 1is replenished.

So far tests show that the water obtained has double the maximum

permissible amount of salt and can, therefore, only be used for
blending. : :
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i | NO 182 OF 1980 7 ORAL
; THE _HON W _T_SCGIT

Sir, céJ'Gover?ment state what is the position with regard to the
water cisterns/at both Coelho House and Anderson House?

/ - ANSWER

3 THE-HON THE MINISTER I'OR PUBLIC WORKS

! _
Sir, theé position of the water cisterns at Coelho House and
Anderson House is as follows:~

COELHO ﬁOUSE

In the course of converting wash—house into bedsitters four years
“ago, it was found necessary to discontinue the water supply
serv1celfrom the underground water tank.

ANﬁ“RSON EOUSE

The water cistern at Anderson House has to be emptied and cleaned.

There is a backlog on this type of work and Anderson House is now
- Uth on the priority list.
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y 'NO_183 QF 1980  oRAL

l ] THRHON W T SCOTT

81*, will Government con31dcr the 1nstdllatlon of a communal
aerial system at Coelho House and Anderson House?

i ._ ; THE HON TFE MINISTER FOR PURLIC WORKS

Sir, the installation of communal TV aerial system at Coelho House
and Anderson House has been studied in depth and is not- con81der9d
practical. :

3
L4

SUPPL“MJNTARY TO QUESTION NQ.163% OP 1980

HON W TJSCOTT:

Is Government aware of the particular nature of the housing units
at both Coelho House and Anderson House where the tenants are
access to the rouf thereby not making- television aerial 1nsta11a~
tions avzilable to them?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir, Government is aware of that but it is still-possible to
put telev131on aerials outside windows etc as has been done in
many other blocks. I would also mention that in areas where we
do have communal aerials, firstly, they don't give very good -
results, secondly, people afterwards go and put their own aerials
to get second channels, Morocco, VHF and what have you.
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NO 18l OF 1980 | | . ORAL

THE HON W SCOTT

Wlll Government state What roads have been resurfaced since
February/March of this year?

- ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the following roads have been resurfaced since February 1980,

Corral Road gPart)

Main Street (Cathedral Square to Convent)
Cross of Sacrifice i

New Marina Ring-Road

Car Part at Eastern Beach ' .
Over 800 tons of asphalt have been manufactured and laid by hand.
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/ N0, 185 OF 1980 B ORAL

SR

THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir w1ll uovernment confirm that sand isstill being imported into
Gipraltdr and does Government not think that the extent of the
originally plahned winning of sand from the Upper Rock as under-
taken by the Gibaraltar Quarry Company Limited, a Dubllc Company,
fallls short of the targets envisaged?

| y
f : . ANSWER

THE _HON THE MINISTAR FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Yes, Sir; Sand is still belng imported. I would remind - the Hon

Member that in a statement in the House I said that the Gibraltar
Quarry 7ompany would not have & monopoly in this commodity.

To the second part of the questlon, it is agreed that the extent
of the $and obtalned at present falls short of the targets
envisaged. )

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 185 OF 1980

HON W T SCOTT:

‘What measures does Government propose to take to ensure that the
production of sanddoes not fall . short of that originally envisaged?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE :

»:Slr, Government is dealing with the consultants with a view to a
satisfactory solution that would then enable to Quarry Company to
carry out operations as envisaged by the consultants in thelr

_orlglnal report.

" HON W T SCOTT:

For how long has this on-going cdnsultancv been taking place since

. the original construction of that sand winning plant?

HON MK F?ATHURSTONE

I think the basic p051tlon is that the Quarry Company expected to
be handed over a going concern. That has not yet taken place

- and the consultants are still investigating to see how they can

make it. give the results that they had originally promised.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Can the Minister state where the fault lies, why it is that the
system doesn't seem to be working?

-
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HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

Where the fault lies basically is that the sand does not come

“from top to bottom down the chute. It seems to be the impression

of Government that the consultants did not investigate the
situation sufficiently before they proposed the chute in the
position and at the angles at which it has been erected.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Will the consultants therefore have to foot the pill for the extra
work and delay in the availability of- the sand9

Y
&

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I have been iﬁ touch with the AttofneymGeneral th informs me that
it is very possible that we will have to sue the consultants in

jdue course.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Will the matter be dealt Wlth a 11tt1p blt faster than the Varyl

Begg affailr?

HON M XK FuATHERSTONE :

I sincefely'hope SO.

MR SPEAKER:

Nexi question.
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17 7 80

NO 186 OF 1980 - ORAL

THE HON A T LODDC

‘Mr Speaker, can Government give an assurance to this House that

the area known as the wasteground at Laguna Estate will not be

used for a car or coach parking if and when the frontier opens?
ANSVER -

THE HON THE MINTSTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the question whether the waste ground at Laguna Estate is to

ble used as a coach parklng area 1s still under consideration by -
Government.

'SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION No. '186 OF 1980
HON P J ISOILA: |

 Why does it take so long to con81der these matters9 I Would have
a_thought it was a falrly simple 1ssue.

JHON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Yes, 8ir, the issue is so simple that the friends across the way
have not yet decided when they are going to open the gates so that
we will know how many coaches are actually going to come in. When
they do make up their minds, if they ever do, and if +he gates -
-actually do open and the numbér of coaches coming in can be
ealculated and ascertained *hen Government will be in.a stronger
position to say; "Yes, there is'need of “this area for a coachlng
car park, or no, there 1s ‘1o need for 1t" -

HON PdJ ISOLA

Is the p031t10n then that Whether 1t is used for coach parklng or
not will depend on whether coaches come in and is that not begging
the question that that area should not be used for parklng but
should be used for leisure purposesO A

‘HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

VI thlnk the Hon Member is qulte rlght when he says that 1t is a
-guestion of whether coaches come in or not, yes indeed, it is the
gquestion.

JHON P J ISOLA:

~"So is the p031tlon of* the Government that 1f coaches come in the
'Larea w111 be used for park1ng9 : :
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Not necessarily. One needs to know how many coaches are going to
come in. If only a very small quantity come in that can be
accommodated somewhere else then otwviously another place may be
found for them but if, as has been anticipated by some people, the

number of coaches may be in the range of twenty to thirty per day
then that would seem to be a prime area for this.

HON P J ISOLA:

In other words -what the Government 1u.say1ng is that if the coaches
come into Gibraltar that area will be used as parklng.

MR SPEAKER:

I think the Government has said that when they are in -a p031t10n
"to gauge the requirements for park1ng areas Tor coaches then they

will have to. take a decision as to whether to use this particular
area for parklngo

HON M X EEATHER TONB

Sir, there are a nuMber of cons1dcrqt10ns if the frontler were to
cpen and a quantity of coaches were . to come in. . The first
consideration, of course, is that one doesn't want to be very
unco-operative and s5ay coaches have got to park themselves so far
away that people have to walk an inordinate distance to get into.
town, On the same terms one doesn't want the coaches to come
right into the town area where they will create considerable
traffic and other problems so one has to find a happy medium to
the two situations. This area does seem to be one of the more
suitable areas that might be available but until such coaches do
come Government does not yet wish to make its mind up deflnltely
that that area w111 become a coach parklng aresy.

HON P J ISOIA:

It is not clear from the line of answer of the Minister that the
Government will use it as a parking grea and cannot Government
consider the idea of the coaches travelling along Queensway and
dropping passengers near the town and then oarrylng on to Rosia
and park there, what is the: problcm there? G

HON M XK FREATHERSTONE :

This is one of the considerations that has been put but it has been
very strongly felt by all the authorities that to-have coaches
going past Waterport Fountain, going along Queensway which is going
to be a very congested road, much more congested than it is already
and it is already reasonably congested, and to go all the way to
Roasia, will be an extremely difficult thing to do and should be
avoided if possible. If the Honourable Member will assure me that
twenfy-five coaches will be coming then Government would be in a

quicker position to make itsmind up but until they do come the
situation must remain under. considératian.
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HON P J ISOIA:

Will the Government bear in mind that there is extremely strong
feilingé, justifiably so, that present leisure areas in the
community of Gibraltar should not be inh any way diminished for this
purpose jeven if as a msult there may be a certain amount of
ingonvenience to certain authorities or others, that the governing
fa tor.in Governments'mind should be not to give up the leisure
spaces which are open_ and easy to convert but do a bit of
thinking and determine to use other spaces?

; i )

HON M K,FEATHERSTONE:

I think one of the things that;is motivating the Government's mind
is the whole guestion of the economical and political survival of

" Gibraltar and all things have to be taken into account not just one
point w%ich is quite a valid point that the Hon Member mentions.

HON P J TSOTA:

Will the Government bear in mind that the economic, social and
political survivial of Gibraltar depends fundamentally on the
provision of reasonable lelsure areas and social areas for the
" people of Gibraltar within Gibraltar?

MR SFPEAKER:

~ Let us not expand the orbit of the guestion.

HON G T RESTANO:

Doesn't Government consider it highly undesirable to have a coach
park in the middle of a housing estate? o C

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

T wouldn't say that it is in the middle of a housing estate and I
oten wonder to myself that if before that area had become a
tentative adventure playground it had been thrown open as a general
* car parking area whether it would not have been filled by cars
possibly by the very residents of that estate. a '

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, that seems to be a gquestion answered by another guestion
because the Minister is asking what would have happenéd if, but

T am saying that that site is surrounded, is in the middle of a
building estate, in fact, two building estates, 1t has the

Glacis on the one side and the Laguna on the other side with the
road in between, and if thatis not in the middle of two housing
estates, and I repeat the question, does the Government not )
consider that it is highly undesirable to have coach parks in the
middle of housing estates? '
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HON M K FEATHER:TONE:

‘Perhaps 1t might be less des1rdble to have the same coaches going
all the way through town, dlsturblng cvery area of town that they
would go past on their way to Rosia.

HON G T RESTANO:

Well, may I ask, Mr Speaker, what disturbance theré would be for
these "coaches to go down Queensway?

MR SPEAKER:

No, we are not going to go intc that.,

HON W T SCOTT:
J .

iMr Speaker, I would like to ask another one relating to my
Honourable Colleague on my right and that is if it might not he
in the middle of a housing estate, surely, it is-adjacent to «
Junior and Middle school? " : '

HON A T LODDO:

M}'Speaker before we carry on. I em rather worried that it has
taken the Spanish Government 11 years up to now to decide to open
the frontier if it takes another 11 years will this wasteground

. not be put toé any use at all for 1l years? :

MR SPEAKRR:

That is_another question.

HON-W T SCOTT:

-

Mr Speaker, I don't think my qguestion has been ansWered,

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

I thought it was a rhatotlcal ouesblon and I wasn't taklng any
further notice of it.

HON W T SCOTT:
¢ . . \

Could I ask it again, Mr Speaker?

MR SPEAKER

No, I don't think you aré going to get an answer,
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17 7 80 °

NO_187 OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON A T TLODDO

‘Mr Speaker, when was the plastic grass removed from outsidé the
- Health Centre, and does Government 1ntend d01nb anything to

embellish thls area? ‘
i - o ' ANSWER
THE HON THE MTNISTER'FOR PUBLIC WORKS

ir, the Plastic grass was remove Jjust over a year ago. Government:
imtends to landscape the area in question. Work is already in hand

on the renewal of the adjoining pavement.

13
%

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 187 OF 1980

HON A T LODDO:
er Speaker, seeing that the project -is under way, could I make a

suggestion, and that i1s that some park benches be provided along
-that place considering that it is the entrance to town? '

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The suggéstion is fuily taken up, Sir, and we will look into it.
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"NO. 188 ORF 1980

- - THE HON G T RESTANO

17.7 80

ORAL

Mr Speaker, will Government give the figures and cost for water

!

- production from available sources for the months of March 1980,
to June, 1960,

and state what_tbe stocks were on the 30 June?

ANSEER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

MARCH 1980

3
L4

APRIL 1980

JUNE 1980

MONTF MAY 1980

o PRODUCTION | PRODUCTION | PRODUCTION |PRODUCTION
: 3 3 3 3

; u M M N
Rainfall 14131 2766 6781L 513
Wells 14053 11633 9130 8658

SN ' | ' "Annual

N F ?igtlller 9858 15875 Bon7 | el e
VTE Distiller Annual 500, 2344 31005

: Maintenance )
Imported 13865 13115 1963L, 34215

Stocks of Potablc Water on 30 June 1980 stood at 56,593.cubic

metres (12.45 miilion gallons)

[ 4

There is no change in the estimated operating costs for water
production from those given in answer to question No 92 of 1980,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.188 OF 1980

HON MAJOR R J PRLIZA:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member say why there seems to be an
improvement in the production of the VITE Distiller?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

‘

N

There has been a very considerable improvement in the productign of
the VI'E Distiller which is now working at any where between 75%

and 85% of its rated efficiency.

This, I think, has been due to

efforts of the engineers and all the staff at the VIE Distiller in
effecting a number of modifications and I think they should be
congratulated for their good work.
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MR SPEAKER:

Next guestion.
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17 7 80

N0.189 OF 1980 ‘ ORAL

THE HON A 7 LODDO

.Mr Speaker is Government aware that all public clocks are either

in need of refurbishing or not keeping proper time or both and
does Government propose to do anything about this?

' ‘ _ v _
! T ANS)

mwmn

THE_HON THE MINISTER FOR PURLIC WORKS

"Public clocks are wound twice weekly by Public Works personnel.

The clocks at Market Place had not been wound recently as the
special ladder used was broken and a replacement was being
obtained, However, the clock thas now been wound with the

‘assistance of ladders provided by the City Fire Brigade.

The maintenance of public clocks is carfied out by a private
firm and we are advised that with the exception of the Market
Place clock, the rest are keeping proper time. Now that it has

-been wound, this clack, the rest are keeping proper time. Now

that it has been wound, this clock should also keep good timc.

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QUESTION NO.189 OF 1980

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, I will assure the Minister that the clock of the
House of Assembly Building is 3 minutes slow, that the clock at
Mocrish Castle, which has 3 faces and not /.. is not only 5
minutes fast but you can't read the numbers on the clock face
and the clock at the Market Place might now be keeping time
but the hands of the clock resemble those of a windmill more
than those of a clock unless they were straightened out at the

‘same tiwe that the clock was wound up.-

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Well, Sir, if the 3 minutes slow are added to the 5 minutes fast
pherhaps they will compensate. I will inform the firm that
checks this to see if they can get them to keep exactly the

time as given by our good lady in the Lelephone Department and

I will try to see that the Castle clock's hands are made a 11tcle
more distinct. : ce :

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, this is of vital.importance because if the frontier
opens the tourists coming in will be confused enough with the
one hour's difference withgut having to tot up the minutes.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,

%
I’/
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; / | No 190 OF 1980 ORAL

j  THB BON W T SCOTT

i H
My SpeaLer, blk what steps does Government intend taking to
- rgduce the health hazard at the lower level of Keys Promenade
e anatlrg from the rainwater outlet pipes?

ANSWER

|
: THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, PWP is not aware of any health hazard at Keys Promenade

due to rainwater outlet pipes, especilally since very little rain
falls during the summer bathing season. Perhaps the Hon Member
is refelrring to the DOE distiller outlet, which is on the MOD
section! of the promenade and not under PWD control. DOE have
alreadyibeen contacted in this respect.

""PPLFw“LTARY TO QUESTION NO.190 OF 1980

HON w T SCOTT :

I am referring, Mr Speaker, to the shoreline below the Keys
Promenade, that 1lido, and on the wall behind the lido there are
pipes which unfortunately the users . of the lido in the summer
months appear to deposit some of their rubbish. This leads in
time, particularly in the summer months, to vermin, cockroaches,
and so fortho

HON M XK FEATHERSTONE:

I think those are the DOE distiller pipes but we will check on it
and we will approach DOE once agnin to see if they can be kept
clean. .

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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17 7 80

NO 191 OF 1980 ‘ T  ORAL

THE_HON MAJOR R_J PRLIZA

What 1s Governument pollcv towards the remova] of chicken runs
in populated areas :

ANSWER

[ S0 Bt ivies}

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR KEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

.§ir, Government policy has been and still is to remove chicken
runs in populated areas. For this purpose a sum 2f £2000 has
been approved in the current financial year. The matter is of
grave concern to the health authorities and an attempt is being
made in- consultation with housing Tenanfs A sociation to :
remove thems : '

SUPPLEMENTARY TO'@UESTION NG 191 OF 1980
"HON MAJOR R J PRLIZA

Is the Government con31dbr1ng taking nreventive action so that’
we haven't got to spend £2000 perhaps every year to remove them?

HON J B PEREZ:

Yes, Sir, this is being considered.
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| o 177 80
N0 192 OF 1980 .ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Considering that it is now thirteen mouths since the Air
Terminal extension project was due to have commenced, can this
House be informed how soon it Wlll be before the progect is
commenced?

 ANSWER

THE HON TIE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Shr, the Air Terminal Extension had to be completely redesigned
from an apron front extension eastwards to a northwards 11near
extension due to high MOD apron reprovisioning costsn

The new design is now finalised and agreed with all departments,
working drawings and structural drawings are in hand and Bills

of Quantities proceeding. Structural steelwork, cladding and
roofing have been ordersd, a letter of intent has veen issued
Jfor the baggage racetrack and quotations have been received for
“the perlmeter glazing and ventilation equ:pment. The anticipated
tender date is hoped to be September 1980. .

SUPPTLEMENTORY TO QU““TlON No 132 oF 1980

HON MAJOR R J PLII”A.

Has the Minister in the new rlans for this terminal building
included a rotary luggage collection in it or something better
than the present system which is awful.

VHON M K FEATHERSTON®E:

Yes, 8ir, that is the thing that I commented was a baggégp

reactrack. It's a round and round caroussel similar to the ones
that one sees in London Airport.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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._/ . v,?,} | - 4,.. o 17 7 80
[ NO_193 OF 1980 - ~ ORAL

;' THE HON W T SCOTT

N |
] H

Mx Speaker, WLil Governmeﬁt explain why it has not 1mplemented
a one way entry system into the Varyl Begg Bstate?

- ANSWER

] ‘THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBRLIC WORKS

Sir, the existing entrance road to Varyl Begg Estate was designed
as a two-way road and 1s perfectly adequate for two-way traffic
provided cars are not parked on the double yellow lines-.at the
entrance of the Estate.

‘ ;. ,
With thé proposed re-sitting of the Police/Customs post to a new
position at the present Port 0ffice, this section of Waterport
Road wo@ld e outside the Customs controlled area,

Tne temporary contractors'! northern entrance to Varyl Begg has
very poor visibility, and would be inside the new Customs area,
which is undesgirable.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 197% OF 1980

HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, Sir, in answer to a guestion asked by me in March of
+the year the Hon Minister for Housing and Sport said that a
detailed survey had already been carried out by the Police who
had recommened that the western road leading into the estate :
would be entry only and that the eastern road should be exit and
on further questioning the Hon Mr Zammitt said that this would
be implemented very shortly within the next month or so, that

is Question 59 of 1980.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

| Sir, it is agreed that that was said but I think due account had
not been taken by the Police at that time of the requirements of
the Customs authorities who obviously would not like to continue
having Varyl Regg Estate inside a Customs control  area.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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| | 17 7 80 -
NO 19 OF 1980 I ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Having regard to statements made recently by the conservationists,
has Government any plans to put the area known as the Jungle to
better use than at present and has Government made any progress

in obtaining the release of adjacent land from the MOD?

ANSWER

THE HON THE -MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, Government as early as January this year was looking into
the possibility of meking use of the area known as the 'Jungle'.
Preliminary investigations and. costings ‘have alresady been carried
out, including the annual recurrent costs. A decision will be
made in time for. the.1981/82 Wstimates. All the land involved

1s already the property of the Gibraltar Government.
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/- A | s 17 7 80

[ §0_195 OF 1980 - oRAL
. THE HON P J ISOLA

I
Sir, wml] Gove/nment consider the amendment of the Town Planning
Orf@inance so as to make it obligatory for the Development and
Pyannln Comm1881on to give public notice of matters it will
¢} nsideﬁ which affect the public interest so thal re-presentation
cgn be made by groups or-parties affected prior to the hearing
off the application for planning permission?
| _ o S ,
; ' _ ' ANSWER

THE FON mHE MINSTER FOR ECGONOMIC TTVELODMBNT TRADE AND

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

1

L. Speag,¢9 I would like to answer questions 195 and 196 jointly.

Sir, tne Government 1is prepared to consider amending the Town
Planning Ordinance in order to allow greater public participation
on epeoific building applications, I should poiht out  that
public participation in the overall City Plan was provided for

in 19{6 and will also feature in the revision of the Gibraltar
City Plan in 1981,

I should however make the reservation that there may be
practical and administrative difficulties, as well as disagreements
as to what constitutes the public interest.

As regards the suggestion that the DPC should sit in punlic 1t is
important to bear in mind that planning committees in the UK
consist of members of all politioal_parties represented in local
Government, whereas that is nct the case in Gibraltar, despite
Jnv1tau10ne .1ssued by the Government in the past to Opposition
Members. .

SUPPLEMENTARY TO_QUESTION NO. 196 OF 1980

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I think I welcome that answer, I think it is a move

in the right direction. Obviously, would not the Minister agree
‘that it would be for the Development and Planning Commission to
made =a Judg ment as to what is clearly a matter of public interest
and what is really a matter of private sectional interests and
although I appreciate the problems this might involve, does he

" not consider it desirable that that respon31billty should remain
square on the shoulders of the DPC?%-

HON'A-J GANEPA:

I am very grateful for tha% question, Mr Speaker, I am glad to
see that the Hon Qmestioner is stressing the fact that ultimate
responsiblity should lie with the Commission and on that basis
T think we might be able to make progress.

MR SPEAKER:

e

Next question.
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17 7 80

NO 196 OF 1980 ' ORAL

THE HON P J TSOLA

8ir, will Government consider amending the Town Plaming Legislation
so as to meke it obligatory for the Development and Plamning

- Commission to sit in public when CODo]dGPan aplecatlonq that are
ciearly of publlc interest?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
| : LAROUR AND. SOCIAL SECURITY

(Anwsered together with QuestionﬁNo.l95 of 1980)
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NO 197 OF 1980 .~ oRAL

THE HON A J HAYNFS

Sir, w111 Governmenf state the present p031t10n as regards the
impﬂovemept of passenger facilities at Naterport?

ANSWER

THE HON_THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Sir;-the'improvements to the Customs Hall at Waterport'should be'5
.completed by early next wezk. They include not only renovations

and repainting of the Hall but also 1nproved fa0111t1es for the
clearance of passengers. - : :
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NO_198 OF 1980 - ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

'»Sif, will Government consider forming a Committee to advise them
on. the need of an attendance centre for juvenile offenders or some
other type of rehabilitation centre for Glbraltar9_ '

f AN%WER

THB HON _THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIG DEVELOPMENT TRADE AND

+ LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

8ir, as will havé been gathered from my replies to the Hon' Member's

questlon No 9L of 25.3. 80 and supplementaries thereto, to answer
is 'No', Sir. . ¥ : '

SUPPLEMENTALY TO_QUESTION NQ.198 OF 1980
HON A J HAYNES: |

M% Speaker, if I can detail those supplementaries. When asked
whether it would be desireable to create and Attendance Centre the.
answer was: "A lot of things are desirable, Mr Speaker, but they
are not essential". Do I take *herefore that only essential thlngs
are done by this Government?

~

HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, the pol:cy is that having regard to Lhe jncidence of Attendancp
Centre orders, namely, none in the past 2% years, the use of a
building exclusively as an Attendance Centre with a need to engage
suitable staff is not warranted at present.

- HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, which'came fifst the'chickeﬁ or the egg? -How can a
Court send you to and Attendance Centre when there isn't one?

B

HAN £ J CANEPA:

There is one, Mr Speaker, the Honouréble Member is ignorant of the
- fact that the City Fire Station is the appointed Attendance Centre.

. ey
HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, I am well aware of this and this is what he told us last
time. Does the Hon Member think a part-time Fireman is going to
really answer the needs of 8001ety today? There are some.people

who require attendance and- as such I wouldn't like Government to -

- commit themselves to spending the money now but I would ask them

at least to appoint a Committee to find out whether it is

desirable. Why should the Minister decide on the Spur of the moment
that it is desirable but not essentlal? Why doesn t he leave the

g commlttee to decide®

19 -
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HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, I don't decide on the spur of the moment. I am glected
to exercise certain functions aSAMinister for Labour, I have a
number of advisors in the Department of Labour and Social Security
who are to & greater or lesser'extent experts in the field of
social problems and it is on the basis of that advice that I act
gccordingly and I advise the Government accordingly and I formulate
with the bhelp of the Government policy.

HON A J HAYNES: -

: Mr‘Speaker, was there not at one time a Committee,working along

these lines in the 1560's?
i

HON A 7 CANZPA:

I ,was a teacher in the 1960s, Mr Speaker, I think the Hon Member

. was a young man in very bhOPL pants and the answer is that I

don*t know.

HON G T RESTANO:

M Speaker, what are in fact the Tacllltles a1 the Fire Station
for this typc of Jjuvenile offenders?

HdON A.J CANEPA:

The procedure; Mr Spesker, is that the City Fire Station is -
appointed Centre for the reception of persons who are aged bhetweesn
12 and 20 and it is the Chief Fire Officer who is designated as

the officer in charge of the Centre. He could require the offender,
however, to carry out supervised activities at some other place

and for this purpose the Youth and Careers Service has been
designated in the past and could be in certain circumstances a
rather more =dequste venue having regsrd to the facilities there
and to the grester expertise in-social work of the staff of the
Youth and Careers Office, but the fact remains that for 2% years

no attendance orders have been made. It is not the Department of
Labour and Social Security that makes an attendance order it is the
Court that meke attendance orders and I am not aware that the
Chief Justice or the legal profession as such, the Magistrate or
Members of the Bar as such, as an assoclation, consider this to

be a pressing need. ' : '

HON @ T RESTANO:

‘ _ , N o
Just one very quick question straight away, Mr Speaker. 8ince the
Minister has said that whould certain duties be assigned to the
offender by the Chief Fire Officer, these offenders must go to a
more adequate, I think, was the word that he usedeiceeess

HON A J/’CA‘NFPA; |
No, 1f the Ohlef Pire Off]cer_uhuvld consider that in any particular

“qeet



case the kind of superv1sion that can be-exercised st the Fire
Station might not; meet the 01ryumstnﬁceb of that particular young
person, then he can designate the Youth and Careers Offlce as

g rqthfr moﬁe sudtfible° ‘ -

HON @ T R%STANO;

I willl go! back to the brlglnéi question. What in Ffact are the
facilities there, what is the form for any juvenile offender who
is sent to the Flre Station? _ .

| I | o SN S g o

' HON. A J CANEPA:

The young person would be required to reportthere on appecinted

hours and| do work under supervision and invlolve himself in the
act1V1tles at the Fire Station, work and recreation, leisure

. activities as well.. The intention.is to keep him in a.supervised
_ env_;,ponment.{ S A N

5

HON G T RESTANO:
Mr Spesker, is the Chief Fire Officer in any way trained in this
sort of work? Certainly there are officers in other departments

- who are specifically tralned. Is the Chlef Oificer trained  and .
if so- in what way?

MR SPEAKER:
We are not going to go beyond the- ocope of the queutlon. The
question reads "Will Government consider forming a Committee to
- advise them on the need of an Attendance Centre for - Jjuvenile
offenders or some c¢ther type of rehabllltation", and now we are
going into the present system. :
HON G T RESTANO:

May T just ask this, Mr Speaker, because the answer to. that guestion
was no because *here were facilities at the Fire StalioNeseeso

MR SPEAKER:

The answer was that there is no need and then as a result of that
it was asked what happens now when someone is sent to the Fire
Station. '

HON ¢ T RESTANO I N

-,All I am asklng is what tralnlng is there at the Fire Statlon to
look after these offenders? : :

S
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/' ol D
MR SPEAKER: '»;_ R o

And the -answer hdS oemn Lhat he JS given generdl work under
buperV1snon. / e _ L

HON j& T R#STANO:

°Wit4'training"br’without training, Mr Speaker, that is what I &m

trying to}find out?

i

.;x'gf
i :

MR SPEAKER:
T will allow a guick answer and nothing ‘else«

HON A J CANEPA

l = : . . . .
I am not aware that bhc pre%ent bhlef Fire Officer, I say that
advlsedly because I think his predecessor has a parfiCUlar interest
in this'field, I am not aware whether the present Chief Fire

Cfficer has any partlcular training but:his rfolecessor certainly
had. _
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17 7 80

NQ 199.0F 1980 - ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

,Sif,vwill Government disclosé~the present berthing capacity of
the Camber and will Government state whether there has been any
improvement in its capacity in the last 12 months and if so. when?

- ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND

LABOUR_AND_SOCIAL SECURLTY

S8ir, When'the Cambeér was handed over to the Gibraltar Government in
Januvary 1978, 120 boats were officially moored there. There are
now 206 boats with approximately another 4O berths still to be
allocated. This has bzen made possible through a programme aimed
at approximately doubling the berthing capacity. - Berths are
allocated 5 or 6 at a time, and once the boats’ have been properly
moored another allocation 1s made..

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.199 OF “1980

"HAN A J HAYNES:

When were these berihs made available?

HON A J CANEPA.

I cannot specify dates as to whep 5 or 6 berths are made avallable
and when another 5 or 6 are made available. I have been able to
.deal with the question in broad terms and osint out that over a
-period of Jjust over 2 years the berthing capacity at Camber has
been progressively doubled.

MR -SPEAKER:

Next question.
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Lo 17 7 80
| N0 200 OF 1980 ORAL

o R /ZHE HON A J/HAYNES

Sir Will Government glve a full explanau¢on of the Port develoPment
Tasibility study? : A

i ANSWER
[

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
-LABOUR,AND SOCTAL SEFURITY

Sir! I will refer the Honourable Member, to uhe statement that I
maede during. the last Budget session when, inter alia, I explained
that the Government of Gibraltar was preparing to commission a
firm of suitably qualified consultants to make detailed recommenda=
ticons for the phaseddevelopment of the Port up to the year 2000.
The study would cover all important aspects of the Port and its
role in the development of the economy by way of industrialisation
plans, potential projects, the possible establisbment of a free
- trade zone, the planned development of utilities, particularly:
power -and water, the future development of tourism, the potentlal
for freight transhipment and the Port's position vis a vis qpaln
snd the EEC. The study would also entsil the forecasting of
external trade patterns, shipping movements, the type and size of
vessels calling, the demand for Port Services and the effect of
competition from cther Ports. The Consultants would also look at
existing buildings, cguipment and infrastructure, the size and
structure of the existing labour force and the administrative
arrangements at the Port.

I can now further inform the House, that, since then, PEIDA
(Planning Bconomic Industrial Development Advisers) in association
with Wallace Evans and Partners have been appointed as consultants
for the study. As I mentioned at a Press Conference on Lth July,
1980, the Government has been working on detailed plans and
propoualo in connection with preparations for the next Development
Programme and the Port has commanded serious attention and high
priority. The poraibilities and the alternatives for development
‘of the Port are wile ranging:and likely to involve substantial
capital expenditure. The study-will emphasize the economic and
planning aspects and these, in turn, will determine the engineer-
ing solutions. Finally, I should add that the study is being
financed by the Government, (it will be noted from the schedule of
supplementary estimates No 1 of 1980/81 that the cost is £90,000)
and it is envisaged that it will be completed over the next six
months and a final report submitted by January 1981.
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177 80

NO 201 OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNFS'

Sir, is Government satisfied w1tn the general state of the Port
especially as regards the manner in which container and beer
barrels are at present being stored or parked?

? ANSWER

THh "HON_THE MINISTER EOR EGONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AN
LABOQUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

3

Mr Speaker, the short answer is 'No, Sir'. Having appreciated the
problems connected with containerisation and the limited space
available for commercial operations the Government has undertaken
the present Port Development programme, whereby the space between
Jetties No 2 and 3 is belng filled in to provide a stacking area
for containers.

| ) ‘
Because of this project, which it is expected will be completed

at the end of the year, the area of  the Port has been further
reduced temporarily. However although conditions at present are
far from satisfactory, the Government believes that the resultant
‘gain in stacking space will considerably alleviate the present -
situation. With regard to empty beer barrels, these are stacked
out of the traffic flow between No 1 Jetty and the Western Arm
awaiting shipment.

' SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 201 OF 1980
HON A J HAYNES:

But is Government certain that the best use of space has been made?

HON A J CANEPA:

We think so, 3ir, we have no reason to believe that we are not making

the best use of the limited space available.

HON G T RESTANG: :

Mr Speaker, may I ask why is it that nowadays beer barrels are
stacked in the Port? In the past they were not stacked there, they
used to be loaded at the last moment and not left there for weeks
on end. Why is it that now they are allowed to be stacked there? -

, .

HON A J CANEPA: ’ N

I don't know when that policy was introduced, Mr Speaker, I don't
_know whether the position was ever different in the past. As I
said in my main answer they are really there awaiting shipment.

T can look into it but I don't know that it would be a better
solution to bring them back again. - I doubt whether that would be
any more convenient partlcularly having regard to the problems at
the Viaduct Bridge, I wouldn't thlnk sou
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HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, it is not & question of bringing them in to take them
out again. Those beer barrels, presumably, are empty beer barrels,
they have already been impoirted, they have been used and now they
have been stacked in ‘the Port area awaiting shipment. In the past
from what 1 understand and what I remember, Loo, beer barrels were
only taken to the Port at the time of shipment and rot just allowed
to be stacked for weeks on end after they have been used in town.
Perhaps the Minister could have a look at that and give me a reply.

'"HON A J CANEPA:

Yes, Mr Speaker, I will havé_alipok‘at that.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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| No202 o 1980 __ ORAL

i

j THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Is it a f%ct Tnab 0ld Age Pensioners who may require to use the
ambuianoe serv104 for going to Hospital for treatment are charged
for_?his 7ervice? : :
| _
{
i
|

ANSWER

i

Q.‘ THE_HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH

SERVICES

No,xSir,
K

SUEPLLMDNﬁARY LO QUTqTION NO - ?02 OF 1980

HON P J lSOLA

The Minister has said no, Sir. Is the p051t10n then that any old
age pensioner who reguires theée ambulance service is taken to
nospltaj free of any chargeQ'

HON J B PEREZ:

Yes, Sir.-
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’ NO 203 OF 1980 ORAL

i
i

| jf | THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, |[Now that GBC have moved from WeLangton Front will Government
proceéed activly to allocate areas in Wellington Front for Youth
Clubgs, Asdociations and other organisations in need of premises?

f ANSWER

!

THE HON THE MINTSTER FOR ECONOIIC DFVFLOTMFNT TRADE AND

l .
j '{ . LABOUR AND UOCTAL SECURITY

f, the allocatlon of Wellington Front is being actively considered
by the De&elopment and Planning Commission how that GBC arc moving .
from Wellington Front. The Commissiun has reguested that a study '
that was carrjod out Jjust over a year ago to’ 1dent1fy the
WGQhJPemcnts of Youth Clubs and other associationsshiould be brought
up to date. Once this has been submitted, the Commission will
fmake-recommendations to Government.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 203 OF 1980 -

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker , would not that be for ezsmple arn-ideal proceeding for
the Development and Planning Commission to hold in public %to hear
views of affected parties and so forth?

HON A J CANEPA:

We certainly have 1o hear views because there are very many
propective applicants, There are « 16t of people particularly those
in the 01d Commana zducation Centre, who are after those premises.
This is why I say that the matter has to be updated because the
position has changed in the last year or 80, I think there is now
even greater demand. '
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17 7 80

NO 204 OF 1980 ' ORAT,

. THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Goverhment s%ate what arr-angemento have been made to pay..
Socﬁal Secuhlty'Beneflte to Campo Area pensioners?

AN'WER

THE HON THE MINISTTR FOR_ECONOMIC DBVFLOPMENT TRADE AND
' LABOUR AND SOCIAL STGURITY '

Slr, In order that the - Department of Labour and 8001al Securlty
may be able to cope with the large number of Campo Area pensioners
who are expected to come to Gibraltar to collect their social
1nsurance benefits when the frohtier opens, Government is making
avallablq additional offices on the  ground flcor of the Key and
Anchor pqemlses (the 0ld Garrison uecreatloﬂ RoomC) for whlch ‘some
add1t1onal staff w1ll be requlred.. ’ : e : i '

ThlS is intended as a temporary measure untll the permanent L
reguirements can be assessed in the light of experlence ‘OVEr a
perlod affer the opening of the frontler., o

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QUEQTION NO 20k OF 1980' :
HON J BOSSANO: - . S
What I would like -to knew, Mr Speaker, is in fact what arrangemenfs'
have been made beétween .the Government of Gibraltar and the Spanlsh
Government for payiig Social becurlty Beneflts?

HON A cANEPA: |

That would be. telling. =

'HON J BOSSANO: _

Mr Speaker, is the answef then“thaf‘ha arpangements have been made

or that Government has made arrangements but is unw1111ng to
dlvulge the nature of tho e arrangements?

‘HON A J CANEPA:

No, the fact is, Mr Speaker, that once the frontier opens regardless
of any discussions on the wider issues of the old age pnesions of
Speanish nationals, the fact of the.matter is that people living in ..
the vicinity of Gibraltar in the Campo Area will be able to come
in to Gibraltar and apply, - if they meet the necessary .conditions,’
“apply for an old age pension and that. appllcatlon will have to be
_1nvest1gated and assessed and there is nothing to stop. that .
;happenlng once the frontier opens, and these people are. .éllowed. in-
‘and I think we have to be ready to meet that situation gnd that

has got nothlng to do w1th the other w1der and more fundamental
zissues., . e b . . L . ,
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HON J BOS’SANO:

‘' So the Tact is Lhen Mr Speaker, That the Government is acting on the
aeeumption thqu it may be faced with a number-of appllcatlona but

e

it isn't that. there have been specific arrangetients to make payments
to certain number of people?

HON |A J CANEPA: -

That is cbrrect.

' HOY, J BoséAl\io-

_ And can tpe Govornmeni uay Just how ‘big they eotlmate the potentlal
‘demand cogld be i _

HON A J CANEPA

The number of pen81oners expectea oould ‘be up to M,OOO.

HqN J BO SANO:

And lb thle on the baoi of Lhejr‘employment record in Gloraltar
~ prior to- the 01081ng of the fronbler? :

'HON A T CANEPA:

3

It is on that baels and on tho bBSlb of beneflts payable pre 1969
HON P J IQOLA ' ;

What is the cost of the wovk that has been done at the Key and
Anchor premises? .

HON A J CANEPA:

The adaptatlon of the premises is estimated at ‘Just over £6 ,000.
The prov1s:on of OIIlCG furnlture abouL £l , 700,

HON P g ISOL,:'

,; Could the Government not- have'found a'elléhtly better site than an

area which is part really of a leisure and.reoreatlonal complex,
for thls? .

HON A J GANEPA

- Mr Speaker, this hés been the subaect of very close study. The
“ General Division, Government Secretariat, together with the : o
;JDepartment of Labour and Bocial ‘Security have really ‘been looklng

o fﬁaround.very carefully for premlses to meet the’ 31tuat10n.,tWe

“ certainly would not be able to" cupe at College Lene and we were

. looking for premises perhaps in a mére northerly direction but the
.- fact-of the matter-is really that there are none available and what




[ /” o :

we are endeavouring to do in using these premises ic to make sure
that the work that is done there is really minimal and does not

in any way destroy the character of what I agree with the Hon

Member isla rather beautiful building whleh has great potential and
we want to make certain that this doesn't happen so we are

providing [ just the bare minimum facilities which are going to be

the provision of counters, neon lighting and toilet facilities and
nothiing e se, we are not going to alter the character of those rooms
at %11. i
f

HON J BOSSANO:

ST U ’ :
Mr Speaker, ‘may I ask the Minister. The people who will be able to
claim these benefits, will they ibe able to claim them from a current
date or- vull they be able to claim the benefits for all the period
that theylhave not been able to come to Gibraltar because the
frontier has been closed?

HON A J CANEPA:

The law provides for payment to be made to those people who are
entitled to benefits over the previous twelve months. In other
words, that meets the situation of a pensioner who may be slightly
over 65 when he first applies <for an old age pension he may be

65 years and a few months, well, he can have it back-~dated up to
the time when he wus 65 in that case, should he be, say, aged over
66 he will Dbe entitled to payment of benefits for the previcus

b2 weeks R

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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| N0 205 OF 1980 ORAL

[ ZHBHON W T SCOTT

Mz ‘peaﬁer, 11% Government consider bringing into line those
elde Ply persons, lLiving on their own and in receipt of 0ld Age
Pen ions Pr Elderly Persons Pensions, with the benefits given,
such as hlelp with telephone rentals, with elderly persons living
on;*helﬁlown and-in receipt of Supplementary Benefits?

f ; : - ANSWER -
" PHE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
S . LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY .

i

Sir, I do not understand in what way -~ other than with assistance
towards *“elephone rentals - the Hon Questioner is suggesting that
all elderly persons should be brought into line with those in
receipt of Supplementary Benefltsei ‘

With regard to Lelephone rentals, I have already explained - in
reply to Question No 98 of 25.3.80 - that elderly persons living
on their own and in receipt of Supplementary Benefits receive an
allowance of half of the rental. I cannot see my way to extending
this also the persons in receipt of 0ld Age Pension or Elderly
Persons Pension, ad these pensions are payable irrespective of
income. Unless elderly persons qualify for Supplementary Benefits
it must be assumed that no real hardship exisc¢s. In many cases,
such pensioners could well be hetter .off than wage-earners with
family responsibilities.

Sir, once again J would ask the Hon Questioner to try to be more

specific as to his intentions when asking about mattersof this
nature. . '
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NO 206 OF 1980 ' ORAL .

THE HON W T SCOTT

Mr Speaker, is Government aWére'of the inordinate queués that
elderly persons are csubjected to when collecting thelr pensions and
what does Government propose to do to alleviate this situation?

ANSWER

THE HON MINISTER FOR BCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND LABOUR AND
' AND SOCIAL SEGURITY

Sir, the Hon Member does not specify who are the pensioners whom
he has in mind, or where the queues are.

If he is referring to the Department of Labour & Social Security,
I can say that Government is aware that gueues do form up of
pensioners calling to cuvllect their social security pensions.

I feel, however, that by using the words "inordinate" and
"subjected", he may be over-stating the case.

In fact, much of the trouble lies in that most pensioners want to
collect their pensions on the first or second day of the week, and
early at that within a peak period of about 2 hours, so that
unless there was a small army of paying cashiers (and this is
asSuming that there was space for them, which there is not) some
queues are inevitable at these peak periods. t other times the
gueues, if any, are no longer than one would sometimes find at
pay a bank. :

In fairness to the young lady cashiers, I must 'say that-the
complaints occasionally received from those who have had 4~ queue
Up are.far outnumbered by the complimentary remarks received on
the quickness and efficiency with which they pay out the pensions.

If, on the other hand, the Hon Member is referring to those persons
in receipt of pensions paid by the Treasury, I am informed that

of a total of 721 pensioners, 183 receive payment through the
banks. Payment of the remaining 538 is staggered as follows, in
order to avoid their having to wait unduly;

200 Police and industrial-grade pensioners are pald at the
' Statistics Office one working -day before the normal day
of paying other pensions: '

138 other Government pénsioners are paid at the end of the
" month, also at the Statistics O0ffice; -

176 Pensioners‘paid on behalf of H M Government are paild
at the Treasury cash office; and a further 2l ex-City
Council pensioners are paid weekly, also at the cash
office, on Fridays. 3 : '
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| J |
T am not awsre that any of these pensioners are subjected to
inordinate queueing~up, but it is well known that a number of
them like to queue up outsideée the paying office well before
opepingi{timeo jThere is nothing that anyone can do to prevent
this, which is preslly quite-unnecessary and which may have given
a wrong impression to the Hon Questioner. In any case, I. should
point ouj that any pensioner who wishes to avoid having to queue
up @@t all has only to ask the Adcountant General to pay him
thriough the bank, where no doubt he may have to qgueue even longer.
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/Mo 207 oF 1980 o oman

/o ' THE HON W T SCOTT
, / - :
I
Mr %peaker, SirJ has Government reoently allooated any 1and to

commercial enterprises 1n the Port area?

.ANSWhE

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR_ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
P ; LABOUR_AND SOGIAL SEGURITY '

Sir, the! only land renenti allocated to a commer01al enterprise in
the Port!area has ?een to the Gibraltar Cold Stores Ltd in respect
nf an area 70 ft. in length to,phe, outh of their existing premises
on the Western "Arm of the North Mole. The allocation was made
,necesaaw& in ordeér |to allow the lessaes ! of the existing building

to comply with certain Public Health requlrcments which have been
outstanding for some time. : :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO Q&PSTION NO.2G7 OF 1980

HON W T SCOT4: A}
S

Is there any truth|in the rumour that certain areas within just

West of the Queen’é Stores have been given to another commercial

enterbrlbe? - !

HON A J -CANEPA:

I did not take the,Queen s Sores or the Bonded Stores, Mp %peaker,
under the definition of land. The Bonded Stores could be
regarded more as premises and not land, this. is why I llmlted my
answer to the Glbral ar Cold Storcs Ltd. '

HON W T SCOTTf-

Is the Minister able to answer that questlun or would he requlre
notice? 2

HON A J CANETA:

- I'will answer it, Mr Speaker, yes. The other premises which have

been recently allocated in the Bonded Stores are part of the Stores
which will become %urplus to the Revenue Department which it is
inteded in fact, 1t has been earmarked for them, for allocation to
the Gibraltar Underwater Contractors for a term of 30 years on
completion of major structural altérations. There is also &
smaller area measUring appreximately 3,000 sq ft. which has been
offered to Mobil 0il (Gibraltar) Ltd. on the basis of a leasc for
21l years and in both cases they:are flrms ‘which have Very strong
Port connections. .o . :

'”i?7>
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HON W-T SCOTT: ;
Does Government no% think it advisable that this land should have
gone outj to Lenaer rather than nsgotiated it with one particular
compercial concern and in any event, Mr Speaker, the experts under-
tekling the Port/ feasibility study might well decide that this is
not consistent with their recommendations?

HON A J iANEPA

Mp ! %peakcr, 85 eegardo the iatter ponnt the feasibility study,
this is a matter which has been in hand well before that. As

- regards other interects I think I should point out that we are
dealing in both cases with firms which are giving an important
public service. The Gibraltar Underwater Contractors I think are
an 1mportanb element in the ecqpomy of Gibraltar and they are
giving vp other premises which they now hdave and which is going
to enable their site to be cleared “and to put by  the Government
to alternative use. In the case of Mobil 0il Gibraltar Ltd, they
heve succeeded on the basis of this offer in heving the Poru of
Givralter bpgraded in status by Mobil 0il Ltd which will be of
great eccnomic benefit to Gibraltar becsuse ships will be able

to come and be supplied with oil, fuels and lubricants which
otherwisz they weould not be able to provide. As I say, Mr

~ Speaker, they are two firms which have got strong and long
connections with the Port -and important elements, I would say,

in the Gibraltar economy and for these reasons the Government
considered in the public interest that it should meke these
allocations. ' :

HON W T SCOTT:

Has the Govérﬁment charged the commercial rent in this arrangément?

HON A J CANEPA:

Very much so; Mr Speaker.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Member Saying that the Gibraltar Underwater

Contractors have been offered storage space for thhk next 30 years

for all their derelict vehicles and scrap that they have at the
entrance to Veryl Begg?

HON"A J CANEPA:

No, ﬁh@"have been offefed‘this space Tor the development of thelr

busiress and for which they wlll have to spend a great deal of
money. I can assure bthe Hon Member the gquestion of clearing the

_area is wvery much of a sogﬁ'pointa '

HON P J ISOLA: v

Wou1d Goverament glve ‘an assurance to the House that it will not
allocate any more land or areas even to the Algeciras Ferry, if
it comes on, in the Port srea except on a very, very temporary
basis till they find out the results of the fedoLblllty study o
whlch they are spending £100,000%
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- HON A J CANEPAS: .

HON A J CANEPA:

. Yes, I think I can give that assurance having regard to the fact

that we expect to have the feasibility study within six months,
but, of course, the Government camnot bind itself not ®o have to

- meke allocations may be even direct allocations in the Port area

if that is in the public interest.
; .
HON-P J ISOLA:

Ye, but the Minister has notlced that T have said "except on a
vaerdy temﬂorary basis." _

I think the Honourgble Leader of the Opposition is maklng a valid

‘ p01nL and I can fuLly go- along with that.

MR SPEAKER ¢

Next qgues LLOM»
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No 208 OF 1980

THE HON W T SCOTT

17 7 80

ORAL-

. Mr Speaker, can Government give a breakdown of unemployment figures

in the different categories as at 3lst May 198072

PR AT

THE HON THE MINTSTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPHMENT, TRADE AND

TABOUR AND SOCIAL SEGURITY

Sir, the figures atlthe end of Mhy, 1980, were as follows:-

BRITISH
Adults i Males _
Females

Juveniles : Males

’ ' Femsles
ALIENS
Males :
Females :

v 7/

60

im
o~

23>

93

27

138

TOTAL

126

27
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. NO 209 _OF 1980 | ORAL

[ - THE HON W T SCOTT

. 8ir,| Can Government give a full explahation of its policy with
respect to the development of Parson's Lodge for the construction

of 'n hoteld involving as this does in the process the inevitable

dem%lltlon of an historic site? v

g . ANSWER

THE HON_THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC_ DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
| s ‘

LABOUR AND SOGTAL SECURITY

Sir, Paropn s Lodge was earmarked as a 51te for an hotel iu 1069

The Vchor]an battery on the site is not included in the schedule
of un01ent monuments of the Museum and Antiquities Ordinance.

The GLnraltar land use map of March 1969, Drg No TP/53/69G, which
was available to the general public, designated this site for an

" hotel.

The land use proposals of the 1976 Gibraltar City Plan designated
this site for residential and seafaring activities. The 1976
Gibraltar City Plan was exhibited to the public for the period of
two months. No objections were then raised by any individual or
society to the proposed land use at Parson's Lodges In proceedwng
with negotiations for the bullding of an hotel in Pars s Lodge
Government is thercfore pursuing the policy which has been
consistently followed as from 1969. Tusofar as the 18th ccntufy
foritification walls are concerned, the DPC has laid down a
requirement that these should be preserved.:

SUPPLEMENTARY ‘T GUESTION NO. 209 OF 1980

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, I agree with the Minister that no representations were
made by any society at the time, the recasone being that there wasn't
o Conservation society at the time but sursly the fact that there is
an-awareness now, an awareness that aidn't spring up overnight, over
Parson':Lodge, an awareness of our heritage, if it wasn't taken into
consideration before because itwasn't there now that it is there it
should be taken into consideration.

)

HON A J° CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, my information is that successive Chief Planning Officers
over the years have not considered the Victorian Battery at Parson's
- Lodge to be part of our heritage to the same extent as other his-
torical sites and buildings.

HON A J HAYNE&

L _
Did the Minister say that it is d631rable to have hlstorlc prese?va—
tion but not essential?
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HON A J CANEPA: - |

-1

Is he realiy e: peculng an answer, Mr Speaker?

HON A T LO})]JO* /f’
Were |the Ppapnjrg Officers who were not concerned about Parson's
Lodge andfthl type of Battery eny authority on historical monu~
ment$ or Were they more interested in bullding a concrete jungle?

HON A J CAN PA:

Mp Speakerp the Museum Committee where I think that there are a
number of peovple who over lne years have been very concerned about
the heritage of Gibraltar and who although they are laymen have
aoqulred a certain expertise in bhi field through their intervest
in these matters over a long period of time; have not pressed very
strongly LOW the inclusion of Parson's Lodge "q a historic monument
other then recently when they subn:uued Parson's Lodge in a list of
148 items which they would like to see now included in an amended
schadule to the Ordinance, The Development and Planning Commission
was able to agreec to 146 of these items and there was a commitment
in respect of another site to consult the Muscum Committee if
further concideration was given to the development of this other
site but wich regard to Parson's Lodge, as I think the Hon Member
will have gsthered from correspondence in the newspapers, the

" Museum Committee as a whole do noti feel very strongly about Parson’
- Lodge and T am not aware that this kind of Victorian architecture
has beecn very highly rated until very recently. For instance, you
could not compare, I understand, snd I am not sn expert here but I
have to take advice, you could not compare Victorian architecture,
say, with Regency architecture and it is only recently that :
Victorian Societies have been formed and are agitating in the
United Xingdom for certain Con%usdilOnLQL policles to be adopted
which in the past people were not very bothered aboul because the
Victorian era was not an era thatl was particularly marked as being
progressive in. the field of architecture. That is my understanding
as a layman of the situation and these are the cousiderations, I
think, that as Chairman of the Commission I have to weigh up with
other factors. '

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, I am not an architect either but the way I understand
it, Parson's Todze is Victorian in militery architecture and is
oaly one of two remaining batterlcs of its kind in the world. I
can understand for us pressing for the other battery wherever it
is to be demolished so that we would have the only one but I can-
not understand for us to want to demolish our own.

MR SPEAKER:
We are not going té debate thﬂs.maﬁteru
HON A J HAYNES: -
What is Regency archJLectuﬂe¢
e

d
e

e
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MR SPEAKER: ;
P i o ,
No, we érb not going to have a session on architecture.

o /
HON |¢ T R#STANO:

The (Minis'ter said that the Museum Committee had put forward a list
of 148 items to be included in the ancient monumepus list and that
only two had been lelft out, presumably Parson's Lodge was one of
them, can I have confirmation of th1b9 and 1f so did Government
refuse to include Parson's Lodge in this new list by the Museum
Committee because it had comm:tted itself to development with the

Leyelopers?. - :
1 ST
|
l

HON A J UANPPA.

Ne, I thlnk it is falr to say that it wau the Commission beoause
the question of the inclusion of Parson's Lodge or otherwise in
this list has not yet been put to Government, it is the Commission
only what have been looking at these proposals and they have not
yet been submitted to Council of Ministers.

.HON A J HAYNES:

Is it not a sorry stete of affairs that the man in charge of
preserving our historic heritage talks of Regency architecture and
so forth? ' : - S

MR SPEAKER:

I beg your pardon, what was the question?

HON A J HAYNES:

Does the Hon Member consider himself in.any way quallfled to decide
what is historically worth preserv1ng? :

MR SPEAKER:

No, next question.

. HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spearker, I haven't quiﬁé‘finished on,that\ohe.‘ Wés this projéct
ever put out to tender, Mr Speaker? Was the hotel development
project ever put out to tender? .

HON A J CANEPA:

7’

/'/ '
Ever, ‘yes.
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HOW G T RE%TANO

On WPaL!aLte, Mr/ﬁpeaver,.whenQ

|

HON A J GL NEPA :

Well befowe my twme Jn uhe mlﬁ 60 S, I 'belleven
: l

! .
HoN ¢ 7T PFSTANO‘
I quo 1L thon, Mr Speaker, that these present developers were those

who tendered in 1960 and were prestmably glveq a tender, then, is
is this Whaf the Minister is seying?

HON A J C;ANEPA:

No, there were no takers at the time,

HON G T RESTANO:

8o 'the tender was left open is that the answer ? May I ask why it
was noit put out to tender? '

HON A J GANEPA:

Once, Mr Specaker, something is put out c¢o tender and no tenders are

received, I understand it is the practive subsequuntly if apprcached
by interested developers and you can investigate and negotiate

their interest, te go ahead and prccecced on that basis. It has been

done with other dev-lopments in the past in Gibraltar, notably,

Both Worlds.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, a difference of 20 years is what we are talking about
and I thirnk it is absolutely ludicrous for the Minister to get up
and say that because a tender was put out 20 years ago and nobody
took it up at that particular time when in those days, of course,
the frontier was open and thé circumstances inAGibraltar were guite
different, I think it is absclutely ludicrous.

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Spesker, if the Hon Member will give way« T did not say 20 years
ago I did not say 1960 I saza in Lhe mig-60's aftgr the frontier
restrictions started, .

MR SPEAKER:

We are not going to debate this question.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can I ask whether in fact the situation is that there
is now a specific commitment to that development and a time Llimit
to it or are the developers going to be allowed to keop that place
for as long as they want w1thout developing Lt?

HON A J CANEPA:

The position, Mr Speaker, is the Government has given the developer
a letter of intent and conditions have been specified. I am anti-
cipating really an answer to a question that is to come. He is
being given & limited period to produce a feasibility study to
satisfy the Government about his sources of finance and so, on and

a number of other conditions which the Government has to be satis-

fied with, quite apart from the plannjnu a3pect of it, before the
matter w111 go any further.

HON MAJOR ¥ J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, the Minister said that round ebout the middle 60's it
. went to tender. Would the Minister state whcn, in fact, they were
approsched by this company?

HON A J CANEPA:
Mr Speaker, I would need separate notice of. this quesfionw
MR_SPEAKER:

You cre being asked whether you know the date of the approach made
by the presant developer,

HON A J CANEP

The: presznt developer°

MR SPEAKER:

Yes. . !
HON A J CANEPA: S

The present developer and another developer, expressed an interest
about 2 or 3 years ago and both of them were given an opportunity
to submit proposals within a limited period of .time and one of them
did not and he fell out and the present developer has continued to
show an interest. Subject to correction I would say this was about
2 years ago. o

HON MAJOR R . J PELIZA:

Bearing in mind, Mr Speaker,. that obviously there was a renewed
1nterest for that site since two developers were interested,
wouldn t it have been, I think, fairer to put this site to tender?
HON A J GANBPA

That 10 .a matter of judgement, Mr Speaker, having regard to the

closed frontier situation 2 years ago and having regard to the
fact that for over a decade no one had expressed any interest, 1if 2
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people come along and show an interest you give them an opportunity
to see to what extent they can follow up their interest and come up
with something definite.

HON MAJCR R J FPELIZA:

If there is no way of reversing the situation, will the Minister
make sure that we haven't got a repetition of Engineer House?

HON!A J CANEPA:

The situation is not the same at; »11l, Mr Speaker, FPFarson's Lodge
is Government's property, BEngineér House never has been and it will
become now thortly we hope as a resull of the funds that we are
voting for later on in this precceedings. The Chief Minister is
mgking a statement sbout Engineer House, the two are wot comparable.

! .
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Wa3ll, all I am saying is that I hope we won't have a repetition,
that's all. '

MR -SPEAKER:

Fext question.
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NO_210 OF 1980 . ORAL

THE hON AT LODDO

Mr Spesker, how ldéng ago was perm:ss¢on éranted for the development
of the Maida Vele as an hotel?

? : ' ) ‘ . ANSWER

THL HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LAbOUR AND SOCIAL SEGURLTY '

SirtAthe plan for a proposed hotel at Maida Vale were first
approved in July 1562.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 210 OF 1980

HON A T LODDO:

A Mr Spea?ef presumably thlu is a case of mid-60'es as well and may I .
ask why is the hotel not being built?

HON A J CANEPA:

T understand, Mr Speaker, that the proposals never materialised
owing to the sudden change in the economic climate which was brought
about by the Spanish restrictions. ' ‘

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, has there been any penalty imposed on the developer for
the non~development of this property?

HON A J CANEPA:

I do not have tharn information, Mr Speaker, I would require separate
notice. . ' :

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, what are the plans for that area?

HON A J CANEPA:
It's impossible, Mr Speaker, we are not computers.. The Chief
Minister has been ,in Gove:x nment for longer than I have, he cannot

remember and he has a falrly good memory for these things. I
honestly don't know what the Hon Members opposite expect.

MR SPEAKER:

The_an§Wer is that you require notice.
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HON A J CANEPA:

One requires notice. If they want to put specific questions on all
these other side issueps they will be arswered, but they must give
notice. ' ' - ’ :

HON P .J ISOLA:

With respect to the Hon Member if a guestion is asked, "How long ago
was permission granted for the development of the Maida Vale as an
hotel%", the obvious next question is going to be why hasn't it been
built. L would have thought he would have had some information on
that. '

HON A J CANTPA:

Iihave given the answer Mpr Spesker.

HON P J ISOLA:

Yes, but surely the Government should have handy what the land
position is, does it belong to the Government?

EON A-J CANEDA:

The position at the moment is that the matter is presently under
negotiation.-

HON P J TSOLa:

Does the lsnd belong to the Government now or does it belong to
somebody else?

1]

HON A J CANEFPA: .
Whether they were given a lease, I honestly don't know what the
position ise

HON G T RESTANO:

If the Government propose to ensure that development was made there
hasn't Government got any powers to do so? Under what conditions
was permission granted for the development of Maida Vale?

HON A J CANEPA:
I think that in the present negotiations that is a matter which is
bieng looked into in respect of the latest proposals which they have

submitted and which have been approved, in principle, by the
Development and Planning Commission.
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HON G T RESTANO:

So new proposals have been put for Maiaa Vale, I see.

HON A J CANEPA:

Well, originally, in fact, there was another company which entered
into an agreement for a lease before the days that I have given, on
the 1lst of July 1961, and their licence expired but in the case of
the current negotiations it is the same company which has had that
land for some years. _ : -

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

I

I
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17 7 80
NO 211 OF 1980 ORAL

THie HON A T 1L.ODDO

Mr Speaker, when awarding a tender for Aévelopment does Government
take into.account the origins of the capital to be invested in the
project and did the Government take this factor into conuideratlon
when - taking its. decision in respect of the development at Parson's
Lodge? .

‘ANSWER

'THE HON THE MLNIST]R FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SFCURTPY

Sir, before awarding a tender for development, Government looks
closely into the commercial viability of a project and will wish
to satisfy itself that the.proposed source and method of financing
gre satisfactory. .

In the case of the development at Parson s Lodge, the. developers
have been asked to sunmit within a period of six months a
feasibility study for consideration by Government.

The result of this study will be considered carefully by Government
and if it is not satisfied with the sources and method of financing
and other related factors it will be at liberty to deal with the
site as it may deem fit.

SUPPLFMENTARY TO QUE;TION NO 211 OP 1980

HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, can the Minlster inform the’ House of the origins of
the capital? '

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, T am not -involved in the negotlatlons with the developcr,
the Financial and Development Secretary is, and I don't know
whether he has ascertained as yet the orlgln of ‘the capital.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr ~Speaker, may I ask the Hon Flnan01a1 and Development Secretarw
whether he can acquaint this- House w1th the orlglns of the capltal
to be 1nvested 1ﬂkthls proaect? : :

‘ AY

- HON- FIYANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY'

AThe origins of* the capltal have yet to be dlsclosed to the Government.

One of the requirements in the letter of intent was that when the
developer cames back to Government he should satisfy that he has the

'”;wpcapltal’to develop it and he Wlll have to disclose where it 1is

. :comlng from.
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HON G T RESTANO- ‘

M Speaker, were the origins, in faCu, not published by, I think,
a representative of the developers in a local newspaper?

MR SPBAKER*

That is another matter. The Government can only answer on the
1nformat10n that they have.

EoN J BOSSANO:

Is thls developer & lccal company, a company regl&tered or 1ncor~
porated in Glbraltar or is it an out81de company?

V%ON PINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENL SFCRETARV'

As far as I am aware, Mr Speaker, it is a 1oca1 company.»AEiactiy
‘who : the dlrectors are or who owns the share capltal, I don't know.'

HON AT CANEPA

:wDevelopment Securluv Ltd are a 1ocal company.~r h

CHON & BOSSANO ‘  - vl | .f- IR

And 1f that Cnmpany was belng ueed as & vehche to'inves ﬁanish
capital in Gibraltar I take it the Finencial and Developmenu
Secretary wculd be in-a position to find out, Wouldn t he? _

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SEGRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the developers will have to disclose.whererthey

- are borrowing money, which banhks are behind it and all thing- being
equal one would be able to:tell .where the money:is coming from. . On
the other hand it is not unusual -for loans to pass throughia nuMber
of ‘hands and if{ might be difficult to ascertaln exactly .where the
money is coming from.

HON J BOSSANO ,' g : _- h:- f<—wmﬂ_ﬁﬁfq”_y_f,.u“.
;uI am: talklng about control and ownershlp rather than money, Mr Speaker
I am talking about capital being: up.because; after all: if:it;is a
. question of borrow1ng money then obviously the money can be
borrowed here and ‘the person doing the lending here can borrow some
where else. I think in terms ofinvestmentione:talksreally of if
not a controlling investment certainly. thetype of investment that
véan exercise pressure cn pollules rathe% than 51mply leans sthat have
to be repala..-~?¢: Y TS SRR g S S

%
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, 51.[‘ I think that I can assure the Housc that before
any lease 1is granted that Government would look carefully at the
ownership of the Company.

;
i
1
i
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17 7 80
NO 212 OF 1980 ' ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, w113 ‘Government state what it is proposed to do with
the! 01d Grammer: School Building?

AN%WF?

THF’HON THE MINIQTER FOR FCONOMIC DEVFLOPMENT TRADE AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, the' 0ld Grammar School building is being converted to accommo-
date St Mary s Middle School which is on Spllt SIteq at Johnstone's
Pasoage and Gastle Road.

GUPPLFMFNTARY T0 QUESTION NO 212 OF 1980

1
HON G T RESTANO:

M1 Speaker,'when‘willtthe'Middle School_be ready for occupation?

HON A J CANEDA:

The conversion .is going to be carried out in phases, Mr. Speaker.
I cannot give a date, if the funds are very substantial it may
“have to be 1ncluded in the next . development programme.

_HON G T RESTANO‘

- Mrpr Speaker, 31nce thls project has been in hand since 1978 when in
- fact the Government said that it would be for a Middle School and

nothing seems to have been done about it, may I ask sgasin, when

" will we be able to see some form of occupatlon for Schools?

HON A J_CANEPA:

The project has not been in hand sinee 1978 in the sense that funds
have been allocated for it, Mr Speaker, it doesn't figure in the
current development Programme which runs from April 1978, to March
1981, we propose to include it in the nexl development programme.
This is the intention at the moment, it is there, it is being
studied and if it is done in phaue%, if the total cost involved
again is not very great, the Government will have to decide
depending on. the expense of financial assistance from the United
Klngdom whetheQ,lt should bé funded locally or whether specific
provision should be made in the next development programme. It
may depend on the policy of the United Kingdom with regard to
provision of funds for schoollng and sb on. -

, N
HON- g T RESTANO:
‘Does that mean, Mr Speaker, that until at least 1981 onwards we shall

see no progress or no works at all being carried out at the Grammar
. . Behool? Will it be left derelict?




HON A J CANEFA:

Well, having regard to the fact, Mr Spesker, that if you miss the

boat, as it were, in September of one year then you are virtnally

committed to September the following yecr and certainly there isn't

any chance, I understsnd, that even the first phase will be put in

- hand before September, 1980, so I think the Hon Member is probably
guite right. '

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Spesker, is the Minister aware that a number of parents of

c ﬁldren who will be attending the school have already been advised
the Headteacher that they are to take their children to Sacred

Heart Terrace on the 2nd of September?

HON A J CANEPA: -

ir Speaker, on Tuesday afternoon at Catalan Bay the Headteacher
informed me accordingly. She also 1nformed me that she had spoken
ﬁo the Hon Mr Loddo about it.

HON A T LODDO:

- Precisely, and the Hon Mr Loddo then obviously knows what he is
talking about. The Headteacher, Mr Spesker, was assured that the
.school would be ready for occupation in September and not only
that but she was told to pack all the equipment and have it ready.

MR“SPEAKER-
Now you are maklng a otatement, - What are you asking?

HON A T IODDO

Is it a fect that the Headteaoher was told that the school would
be ready for occupation in part - the South wing - and that she
was told to get all the equlpment and books packed and ready for
removal®? .

MR SPEAKER:

-

It doesn t arise from the questlon but if you want to glve a oulck
Enswer you are free to do qo.

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr quaker, I am not in charge of the Education Department and I
don t know what the teacher was told.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, perhaps the Minister for Education could answer that one?

MR SPEAKER:

- “Next question.
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17 7 80
NO 2173 OF 1980 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speakeyr; has Government shown any 1nterest in acquiring. the
old Line Wall QChool bu11d1ng9 :

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIG DEVELOPMENT, TRADE AND
LABOUR AND SOGIAL SECURLTY

Slr, Government has not shown any interest in acqu1r1n0 the old
Line Wall School building: . .

%UPPLBNENTARY TO QUESTION NO 21) OF 1960

HON G T BESTANO:

Mr Spesker, considering what the Minister was saying a few moments
ago about his lack of success in finding.the right sort of -
accommodation for the payment of Seocial Security and so on and that
he had to take up this leisure site, the old Garrison Leisure
Centre, the Key and Anchor Clul, surely a building in the middle of
Gibraltar when the Government seems to be so lacking in space would
have been-obvious for the Government to acqguire. May I ask why the
Government hasn't shown any interest in acquiring this place?

HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, we are télking of a property which is held on a free-hold basis
" by the Christian Brothers and which I think is likely to be the
subject of competitive tenders. It is & trust property and I think

' the property as a whole is 11ke1y to be put out to tenaer <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>