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RZPORT OF THS PROCEZZINGS CF TEZ FEOUSE OF ASSEVBLY

The Second Xeeting of the First Session oI the Fourth House
of Assertly held in the Assembly Chamber on Tuesday the 25th
March, 1980, at the hour of 10.30 o'clock in the forenoon.

PRESENT: -~ - - .
Mr Speaker . o . . e o . . (In the Chair)
(The Hon A J vasquez CBm, MA)

" GOVERNMENT:

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan CBE, MVO, QC, JP -~ Chief Minister
*“The Hon A J Canepa - Linister for ?conomic Development, Trade
-and Labour and Social Security
Tae Hon ¥ K Featherstone - Xinister for Publlc Works
The Fon H J Zammitt -~ Minister for Housing and Sport
The Hon Dr R G Valarino.- Minister for Municipal Services
The Hon J B Perez - Kinister for Medical and HealthL Services
The Hon D Full QC - Attorney~General
The Hon R J Wallace CkG, OBE =- Financial and Development
Sﬂcretary . . .

OPPOoITION'

The Eonh P'J Isola OBE - Leader of "the Opposition -
The Hon G T Restano

The Hon Major R J Peliza

The hon W T Scott

The Hon A T Loddo

The ¥on A J Haynes

The Hon J Bossano ot B » .

ABSENT: .

-The Hon I Abecasis - Minister for Tourism and ) who were
Postal Services unable to
The Hon Major P J Dellipiani ED - Mirister for ) attend due

Education . ) . to illness

IN ATTENDANCE: .
P A Garbarino Esq VBE, BD -~ Clerk of the House of Assemﬁly

PRAYER

¥r Speaker recited the prayzre.

N?IRHA”ION KINUTE
The ¥inutes ol the Yeeting held on the 28ih Pebrusry, 1980,

raving been previously circulated, were tekxen as read and
econfirmed.

DOCUMENTS ITAID

The Hon the Chief Minister laid on the table the following
Gocument:

The Elections (Amendment) Rules, 1980.

Ordered to lie.

|

The. Hon the Minister for. Economic Development, Trade and
Labour and Social Security lzid on the table the Ffollowing -
documents:

(1) The Employment Injuries Insurance (Amendment of Benefits)
Order, 1579. .

(2) The Social Insurance (Amendwent of Contributions and
- Benefits) Order, 1979. .

(3) ™The Non—Contrlbutory Social Insurance Benefit and
Unemployment Insurance (Amendmert of Benefitis) Order,

1979.

(4) The Employment Injuries Insurance Ordinance (Benefit)
(Amendment ) Regulations, 1979. -

" (5) The Employment Injuries Insurance (Claims and Payments)

(Amendment ) Regulations, 1979.

{(6) The Social Insurance (Contributions) (4Amendment)
Regulations, 1979.

{(7) The Social Insurance (Benefit) (Amendment) Regulations,
1979.

(8) The Social Insurance {Overlapping Benefits) (Amendment)
. Regulations, 1979.

.(9) The Merchant Shipping Ordinance (Amendment of First
Schedule) (No 2) Notice, 1979.

(10) The Pilots (Amendment) Rules, 1973.

(11) The Port (Amencdment) Rules, 1979.

(12). The Prison” (Amendment) Regulations, 1530.
Ordered to lie. | ’
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The ¥on the Minister for Epusing and Sport lald on the tuble
tre followlng documents: :

(1) "The Landlord an? Tenant (Rent Relief) (Terms snd
Conditions) (Amendrment) Reguistions, 1980,

(2) The Traffic (Glacls Estate) Reguiations, 1980.

{3) The Traffic (Taxi Fares) (Amendment.) Regulations, 1980.
Ordered to lie.’ V . .

The Hon the Minister for Municipal Services 1aid on the tuule
the following aocunent'

The City Fire Eri*aae {Discipline) (Amendment)
Regulations, 19?9.

Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Mirister for Medical and FeQWth Services Jaid on
the table the following documents:

(1) The Colouring Matter in Food Regulationg, 1580.
(2)
Ordere¢ to lie. -v. . .

3

he Preservations in Pood Regulations, 1980.

The }on the Attorney-General laid cn the table “‘he Tollowing
documents:

(ay *he Supreme Court (zarrlsters and Soliecitors) Rules,
1280, .

(2) The Coroner's Rules, 1980.

(3) The Denmark (Extradition) (Amendment) Order, 197%.

The Hon the Financial and Develobment Secretary laid on the
table the followinz documents:-

{1) The Explosives (Amendment) Regulations, 1979.

2) The Imports and Exports (Cortrel) (Amendment) Regulations, .

1979c ) * . . .

~
(€Y
vy

Imports and Ixports {Control) (imendment) Regulations,

(L) The Income Tax (queals) RLles, 1530.

3.
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{9) sStatement of I. ment end Development Pund Re-4llocatlons
approved by the FTinancial and Tevelopment Sscretary (¥o 2 of

1379/80).

‘Ordered to lie.

FON FPINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

¥r Specxe;, Sir, with your permission I would iike
short cowment about the Estimates eof revente
for the year 1980/81. These are not ready
the House at this particular Juncture and

atle to lay them but in accordcnece with Gis
the Clerk will send to h or. Neabers copies
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In due course, when I come to nng House, I
. ; b

move under uunnizng Order No 7(2%) that 1 b

to the Zstimaies as they ere laid

HON CHIZR NINISTER:

Mr Speaker, before we start questi me I would like io
make two ccmments. First of all uestlions which were
addressed to the Ninizter Zor ZId: wiil Le gnawered by
the Kinister Tor Public WWorks wn onsiderelle experiencs
as he has held the poprtfolio ol T on In the post tecause
as we all know ty now Y¥ujor Dellip suflered a very severs
accident over the weskend in the o e of some Giuvraltar
Reg*men» gxeveises ané it will zeke o littlie tince belore ke
is fit. I am sure I am exprassing the views of oll lerbers
present in wishing him & speedy recovery. With regard 1o ths
questions down for gnswer by the Minister For Tcurism and
Postal Services, nhe ig not sble to bHes hers tecguze He is ine
disposed, I have vord with the Losder cf ire Opyositvion
and we will lesave ; ol guesticn time to see
whether he is &ble comes, iT noit we could
adjourn ihem to a e his indispositiocn is,
fortunstely, noil he mey te back tomecrrow on

the day after.

[
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The House recessced at 1.00 px.
The House resumed at 3.20 pm. ' .
Arswers to guest *ons continued,

' The House recessed at 5.L40 pm..
The House resumed at 605 pm. U

 TH7 ORDIR OF TEZ BAY : o .

. MoTICNS

37 CHIZF MINISTIR: : .

¥p Speaker, there 1s nothing very new in this motion, it is
only to trirg up-to-date and to taxe into account the changes
that nave thﬁen glaCe following the election. The first
motion -is: M“That a Select Committee be appointed, to bs
de*irnatei the Seglect Coixmittee of Public-Accounts, to

mine the.gcccounts showing the appropriation of the sums
nted ty the House to meet the puolﬁc expenditure and such
other accounts laid before the Eousze as the Committee may
thinz f£it ard. to report from time to time". This follows
exactly the same wording as the original Public Accounts
Committee which, of courze, came to an end with the end of o
the previous House of Assembly. I commené the moticn to the
"Eouse. ’ .

Mr Speaker propooed the question in the terns of the Hon the
Chief yinister s motion.

Ur Cpeaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the motion was accordingly carriled,

HoN CHIEF VINIZTER:

ki Speaker, following on the motion which has just been passed
ard’ following on consultation with the Leader of the Opposition,
I now have the honour to move "That the follawing Members should
he nominzted to the Se2lect Committee of Public Accounis: The
Hor. ¥ajor F J Dellipieni, the Hon B Perez, the Hon G T Restano-
and the ¥Mon A J annes."

¥r SpeaXer proposed the ques;ion in the terms of the Hon the
Chief kinistar's motion. . i

- Lnxx,

BORNARAAL B T ™ ek e A AN

ECR P J ISOLA:

Mr Sposker; 1 support this motion. In the course of “uulta—
tion I did inform the Hon end Learned Chief WMinister bhdu it is
proposed f'rom the Oppos*txon side thet the Hon G T Restarno
shouléd be Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee. I am
atkite sure that Kr Resiano as indeed the other two Members of
the Commitiee who have served on the Public Accounts Coumittee
under my Chairnenshi will continue doing the good worx that

I feel the Public Accounts Committesz hes been doing over the
last year or so and may I express the hope that the recommenda-
tions that the Public Accounts Committee mzkes to this House
will continue to be treeted with consideration and the serious-
ness that they obviously deserve and I hope that, as I said
earlier on during gquestion time, that changes tbat are re-—
commended by the Public Accounts Commiitee will not be dis~
missed lightly by the administration.

.

¥R SPEAKER: . ) .

In order to obviete any misunderstarnding, of course the Chair-
pan of the Select Cozmmitiee will be sppointed. DJ the Committee -
tself and not by ihe douse.

0N CHIEF MINISTER::
Yes, except that in order also to avoid any misundersuandlng
it should not be a Member of the Government.

¥r Speaker then put the cuestion which was resolved in the
affirmative and the motion was zccordingly.carried.

HOW CHIEF MINISTER:

Kr Speaker, this motion also mrises out of ike change of cir—
cumstances Ffollowing on the eleciicens and the motion reads
“That this House resolves as follows: (&) that a Permarc t
Select Committee on Members' Interestis consisting of four
Memnbers, two from each side of the HoLee *rndsncctive of the
nunbsr of Members as velween Government and Ou£0a;~10n, e
appointed with the following terms of reference' To exemine
the arrangements ngde for the compileiion, msintenance and
accessibility of the Register of Meémbers' Interests, fto con-
sider sny proposals made by Merbers as to the form esnd con-
tents of the Registe to consider any specific corplaints
made in relation uo uh registering or declering of interests;
end to repori on ihsge ané eny oihszr maiters relating to
Merbers' anerg5us- {v) that the Committee have power to

send for persons, pepevrs end.records; to sit nh*ml*nsta"airv
any.aajourn“eqt of the House and to repori: frcm time to time".
Sir, again as witkh the previous motion, it

of the previous moion which were psssed too 1a
o the legt lLegisleature tp be effective.

.' 6.
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Ur Speaker proposed the gquestion in the “erms of ‘the Hon tle ‘ HON CHIEF MINISTER
Chief Minister's motion.

I think, Sir, that ihat followc the Heouce o. Commons puiiein.
. - : As in Tact we are going tc have a PPVi“” ol the Stending
Kr Speaker then put the guestion which was resolved in the Orders perhaps the Select Committee ccu‘d give us their advice
affirmative end the motion was accordingly carried, on that. Mr Spesker, I have glven notice on the 19ia Narch.
: . - 1980, of a recolution that the House Eu?P ves the giving Ty
HON CHIEF YINISTER: ) His Excellency the Covernor of z rotice which ampeurs in the
- Order Paper and which is titled YLicensing snd Fees (Amenérent
¥r Speaker, following or. the resolutiorn just passed I now dbeg . of Schedule) (No 2) Va¢-ceﬁ *9"OY and it enell coms Into
to move "That this House resolves-that the follciwing Members operation on the ist day o pril, 1980. Yay' 1 have the leave
should be nominated to the Permanent Select Committee on of the House not to read the vwhole of the notice?
Members'! Interests:— The Hon A J Canepa, the Hon I Abecasis,
the Hon G T Restano and the Hon W T Scott", Again'the ques-— KR SPEAKER:
¢ion of Chairmanship of this Committee is a maitter, of course, ’
for the Members themselves but it is intended that Mr Caneya . I will most ceriainly on your bzhalf ask the leave of the
who chaired the Select Commlttee that led to the passing of Zouse thot tne Chief ¥inister should not be reguired to re:d
the resolutions dund so on, certainly would be the nominee of thes. full %ext of the motion since it has been circulated with
the Government to Chair this Committee, Lat that is a matter - : the Azenda. ’
Tor the Comrmittee itself. ®
T [ A VTSR .
¥r Speaker proposed the gquestion in the terms of .the Chlef - 1 EON CHIEF MINISIER: “
Minister's motion. . ) . ¥r Speaker, the Passport Officer and members of his stalf
e . . . occabionaWIy have to attend at vieekends and alter office
Mr Spesker then put the question which was resolved in the . hours in order to issue a passport. “t przgent no fee 1s
affirzetivé and the motion was accordingly carried. . vuﬁrged but the cost-io Government at current rates of pny
. . ' for attending ourside normel dHusiness voc"= is quite consid-
i erable £13.55 on Saturdays and £18.05 on Sundeys and public
¥R SPEAFER: ..o . ) i holidays. . It is therefoprec proposed to cherge ihe DET505S
wh . requiring the serv1ce a standsrd fae for sttondance after
en the Standing Orders were amended to incorporate the re~ : office hours for the icssve of a pessport. The Gmounﬁ 0 the
commenuations of the Select Committee, Standing Order 54(7) , fee would be closely re7¢ted to the amcunt peysb

was amended to read as Tfollows: "Where a Member has & direct staflf required to sitend. The table of fees *ov'

perscnal pecuniary Interest on any subject he shall declere - the Consular Fees Order-in-Council, 2978, in that
that interest and shall not vote on the guestion'. I have c fze charged Tty consuler posts for atiending outsi
given this matter very carefual attention and the way the rule - business holrs is £16.50 Tor each hour or lesser
is drefted it means that once & Member considers that he is . it is therefore proposed that this Tce should be
ir a position where he has to declare a direct personal locally to bs reviewed in the light of future pa
interest, by making such a declaration he ‘is automatically, " Dhis fee will however be waived in cases aris qu ou
in accordance with the Standing Order as 1t stands now, dis= vereavement or serious il & oiher cuzses of har
allowing himself from voting. I do not think that this is ) for example, sponsored puatients in nesd of urgsn
what ths Select Commiitee wanted to achleve. There must be . “ﬁe United h*nvaom. In no casec will a charge in
circumstances whers a Nember should and where it is jroper =~ | - N*o.pu be raised since the work coancerned voula
that z Member should declare an interest so that the Eouse : . ske more than one nour. Anoiher Tee, and thai
£IIOWS exaculj what the personal position of that particular : . lev*ed 4in Gibraloar at gresent For the legaliszation
¥ember is a2t the particnlar instance but having declared an ments is 5p. This fee nes remained static Ior ma
interest he can &t a later stage take a dec1sion as to . from Wwhal We have been able to look at the Tile rtzi
whether the interest he has ueclared is one which he should was there in 1932. It is therefors proposed that it be in-
consider as to nullify his right to vote. The declaration creased to £3 N;?cﬁ ic the Toz champed by the Foreign and
should be completely and utterly separate from a decision as Co;nonwea*un ore Zce ;:d cénsular posts.fsr this kind of
to wheiher the interest in itself is of such & nshture as to‘ seﬂ%lce Sip, T ccr“;*d the Totion 16 the Housd.
nc: entitle him to vote. I say this so that since the Selec : . - - - r s Rmeem Tem o N i

mrittee has now teen appointed to consider all these matters . o .
tne, zight perhaps give this matter their attention and perhaps ¥r Speaker prcposed ths gues tion in the terms of the Zon the
azend the rule so that Xembers should be required in all in- Chief Minister's motion. .
stances to declare zn interest but they should be at a later -
Stage. entitled to decide whether the lnterest is such as to not ' 8o

entitle them to vote. A
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HEON P J ISOLA: .

Sir, I would like to make a point »n the passports. I do not
Xnow how many officers cre required, if it's just one officer’
£186,50 per hour on a forty-hour week besis represents a salary
of £600 a week. I don't %now what sort of overtime fees the
Goveranrent pays. I don't know on what basis the Government
pays four hours overtime to & civil servant if they only do
one. If the Government wants to be good and kind, Ialr enough
but I think it is wrong to chavrge a member of the publlc going

- for a passport and having to pay, apesrt from the passport fee :

of £10, £16.50. It is no use saying that that is che cost to
Covernment. Is that a reasonable Tee to charge somebody for
. an hour's work on the part of a Government civil servant? It
seefis to me that is rather high, ¥r Speaker, and I think that
2lthough it is not unreasonable- to expect a menber of the
public that wants a service outside working hours to pay for
it, 1t seems to me it is totally unreasorao7e to ask a person
to pay £16.50 who may be going on a holiday or sorethlng, to
pay £16.50 beczuse he forgot to get the passport in time, I
think the Government ought to try and strike a2 balance between
the reasonable and the unrcasonable and I think somebody who .
_needs a passport and has forgotten it or has lost it, I'm not = .
talking of hardship, who has lost it and so forth and has to
catch a plane and needs the passport, I think to punish him
with £16.50 1s an. inordinatelJ large sum. I would like
Governnent to reconsider that. Co

HON A J CAHEPA:

¥r Speaker, I don't think it is a question of the Government
punishing anybvody. L thirk it is a question of & person
peying-a reasonable charge for & service wiaich is provided
Ior him by the Government at tax payers expense and if the

tax payer has got io pay a Government officer who is called
out BHr an hour on a Sunday morning, £16.50, because this has
to be paid as per the aﬁreenent signed with the appropriate
Staff Assoclation and it i1s based on tihw practice in the
United Kingdom, you don't bring somebody out for 10 minutes.
or a guarter of an hour and psy him a guarter of an hour,
you have to pay a minimzum amount because of the inconvenience -
that you mre causing that officer through having him attend
to a member of the public at an unsocial hour. This has to
be reasonanly remunerated in the sane way as & soliclior or a
doctor who might Te called out at an unsocial hour would also
charge someone very, very heavily, there is an element of
deterrent, I think, in that end the Government is being very
careful in drawing a distinction betwesen cases of genuine
hardship such as in the case of bereavemeni or a sponsored
pztien’. and what could, perhaps, be termed a rather more -
spurious applicatiod for a passportit.at short motice because -
the person in many cases may . not have gone tc the trouble of
c"uﬁxing on 2is pasgspor: end availing himself of the resson-
. &ble opening Lours which are available in the course of the

week for this service to be provided. I think we must get
away from this principle of the tax payer subsidising people.

9.

HOW CEIEF MINISTEIK:

I would just like to stress what oy colleggue has said. It
is not a guestion of miking profiv with enyvedy. 1 em quite
sure that in meny cuses ithe person who wouldn't have & pass-—~
port ctherwise would e under u bigrer hardship to have to
put off all his szrrangsnents because of an oversight oa his
pa”t. The cases thab weg have wmentioned here are clear and
there is no question of means in cases of bereavemeni or .
serious illness or other cases of hardship when it will be

certeinly acéministered benevolently. This is only zn attenpt
to get the service which the CGovernment renders to people
raid by those who benefit ty them.

M» Speaker then put the guestion which was resolved in the

.affirmative and the motion was accordihgly carried.

HON A J CANEPA:
M» Speaker, I would be grateful if I might be ellowed LYy
Honourable Members to dispense with the need to read what
is a rather lengthy wmotion of which I gave notice on the
17th March and which prcposed to reise cranage charges.

MR SPEAKER:

I am sure the Hon Minister has the leave of the House not to
have to read the motion. Will you please proceed.

HON A J CANEPA: . -

Sir, the purpose of this motion is to increase as from ithe
lst April, 1980, by 50%, cranag e charges. Those vere last
increased in Noveaber, 1977, in o»her words, sbout 2% years
ago and the extra revenue thnt will accrue &s a result of
this measure is about £2,000 2 year. The proposals have
been cleared with the Cilbraltar Shipping Association who
have expressed no objection. Sir, I commend-the motion to
the House.

" ur Speaker prouposed ihe question 3in the terms of the motion

moved by the Hon the Minister for Economic Development,
Trade and Labour snd Social Security.

Mr Speaker then p“‘ the gquestion which was resolved in the
affirmative and the motlon was accordingly carried.

HON ATTORNESY-GENZRAL:

¥r Speaker, may I, belore we deal with Bills ralse & point
in relation to the last two molions?

10.



KR SPZAKER:

¥Ye¢s, rost certainly.

HON ATTCRINEY~GINERAL:

Mr Speaker, the motions are presented sgparately for the
reazson that although they are motions to amend the one
Ordinance they were presented-as separate motions because
they involve Ministers with different responczibilities. The
Ordinance reqguires that the House approve the making of such
amendments before the Governor proceeds to make them. In
view of the fact that they are broughi before the House at
this time and will be published at the same time, may I ask
whether there 1s any objection by the House to the substance
of the motions being combined and eventually made in the forn
of one nciice thereby saving, I think, cost ard also being
more convenient to the reader who wants to see what amendments
have been effected to the Schedule to the Ordinance.

¥R SPEAKER: .
That is -a- mattér of form exclusivedly and will not chenge in

substznce in any manner or form the motions that have been
vrassed, Is that correct?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:
Yes, 8ir.

BILLS
FIRST AND SZCOND READINGS "
THE PRICE CONTROL (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE, 1980

HON A J CANEPA:
¥r Speuner, I have the honour tc move tbau a Bill for an

Ordinance to amend the Price Control Qrdinance (Chapter 177/
be read a first time.

r SpeaXer then put the guestion which was resolved in the
ffirmative and the Bill wes read a first time.

azker, I have the honour to move tbat the Bill be now
read a second time. Sir, this 3Bill provides for notices
fixing maximum prices and charges under section 3 of the
Price Control Ordinanca to be issued direcily by the
Minister charged with responsipility for price conitrcl and

¥r Sp

T11.

i b R

EYEE TS

wen

the nr va exrerciced
dlrect y uJ th . wox ¢ contained in
section 11 of th nee whereb may-be reguired
by notice nuo_*s 241 he Gazoetie y thelr prices,
is in essence a mact ery provisio better impleomen~
tation of the Ordin e and 1t szes propriste that
this power should be vested Sirecil K¥irisier resson-—
sible. There is, Mr Speazer, =z min susntisl swendment
to section 15 which has Tecome 3 ithese chany are
to be macde., I oqght to stress. thut L oWers
in sections L end 5 of ithe Ordi ¥ partlcular en-~
guiries may be underiazen and » 11 continue to
be vested in the Goysriagr zctin & oi' the Council
oi Ministers a; will the powers un c 15 reloting %o
the appointment of perscns to gavi the determination ‘of .
prices and the meking of the rules. Nr Spesker, cltheough
this, as I say, essentielly is &n.administrative ratlter, I
would imagine that from o constitutional point of view, iv
will 2lso have the support off the House Involving 2s it does
gre¢ter devolution cf power tp the elected representatives
of' the people. Mr Speesker, I commend the motion to the House.

¥R SPEAKER: .

Before I puit the question to the House dces s
Hember wish to syeak on the general principle
the B1117?

HON 2 J ISOILA:

Mr Spesker, I wva vpry interested to hear the last remark’
avout uo“au_tutlodaT dvancement by giving the powers undar
the Price Control Ord -nunc~ e Minister., I ne
could say it is & maTI n ccnsti:u 1onh¢ practi~°

possibiy, bui I

a&‘

an COrdinance in & and t
meniioned which o e,
tiut the Governor in the [ refe
through, it may nct be 1 : o &n
to lock st this. I Think th oo t of
thut seens to emerge Iroo th 3 that
for Trale is spparently now 10 ¢ v o v &

EON A J CANZPA:

s e mistake

IT the .Xonoura®hle Membder 21 give way. Thers ig

-in the explanatory memorandum. I the Henouralle Nember will
lock zt cleuse 2 11 see that "Hinister" is defined as
the Xinister who g ti ing choorged with responsi-
bility foxr price. ng 1 & not necessarily be the




Minister Por Trade. Up to 1973 it was the Minister for Trade,
between 1976 and 143G it has bzen the Minister for Labour, and -
at the moment this happens to be me who Les a very long title

but it is the Minister specifically charged with responsibvility

f'or price control and rnot the Minister for Trade as in the
Explenatory Memorandum.

that :

I am otliged for/explanation, Mr Speaker. I said the Minister

for Trade but I am really thinking of any ¥inister who might

have this responsibility. It seems to me that what the

Governrent now proposes to do ‘is that such & Minister wilili Dbe

=b1e, unilaterally, to fix maximum prices in Glbraltar without
consulting his colleagues in Council of Ministers.

HON P J XISOLA:

10N CHIZF MINISTER:

No. | -, . . .

HON P J ISOIA:
Well, I think that is whkat the Minister said, that instead of
the Governor acting on the advice of the Council of Ministers
it will be the Minister who will do it. If the Minister is
#olng to do it as a result of passing it through Council of
Hinisters then it is a very different matter but I would have
thought that such & sensitive area as price control, it is
indeed e sensitive area, it would be better that orders under
the structure should te with Council of Minisiers. The other
voint is that I don't thing it 1s tidy,. Xr Speaker, and 1
ceon't think it is an advance to have an Ordinance in which
the,more serious powers contained are given ito the Governor
znd the minor powers are taken by the Minister. I would have
thought that if .the Mirister is going to take responsibility -
for the Price Control Ordinance and we are talking of Con-
stitutional advance, then the Minister should exercise all
the powers in the ~-"mce Control Ordinance but I should say
that if that wzs the proposition that came forward to this
House I think that we would oppose it. However, i we are
going to be logical, if the Yiniste. .s-in fect going to be
the person who is goin tc be résponsible for price control,
then all the responsibilities . in the Ordlnance should be on
the ¥inilster &naz not in the Governor, but we do not like that
idea. One migh‘ vote for this slight increase, let us put it
that way, in the DONDPS of the Minister on the understanding
thzt the Couneil of Xiinisterswould still look at prlce con-
trol lists, tLlnz.we would oppose an indivicuel
Kinister deciding what inspector should go info premises and
so forih which 1s what.is ‘in the Price Control Ordinance.

.

HON CEIE? MINISTEZR: :

Kr Speaker, the point is that-.the Kinister has alhuya con-
sulted Council of Ministers particulasrly whenr the changes
are of substonce, the routine work is carricéd ocut by the
department but we Tind that it 1s rether cumbersome to have
to seek formally o make resoiution of the Council of
Kinisters whick meets on VWedneedays and then get the decision
and then get the Covernor to approve it and it is therelore
very dirfficult wnen it is necessary to make any alterctions
to have the thing set out in time for the Gazeiie on
Thursdays. There i1s no element of change in ihe fact thax
the Kinister is seeking, it is only in the sense of the
mechunices of il that it hes become necessary. With regard |
to the other matter raised by the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition, it is not ithe only Ordinance wh-cn has powers
vested in a Minisiter as well es vested in the Governor. I
can think of the Social Insurance Ordinance znd I am nct
sure whether it also applied in the czse ol the Education’
Ordinance. There are others in which the dichotomy is.
probaply there so that it does not matier in that respect.-
It certainly would not be the intention of the Government
to try and seek suthority to visit premises and to lcok at
books and so on on the instryction of a Ninister, in fzel,
‘tre Governor acts on the advice of Council of Ministers.
But this in the every day administrstion of the Ordirance,
we find is rather cumbersome and that is why it is thought
to amend it. .

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: . -

, .
¥r Speaker, I, too, would like tc edé that 1 think th
fact that one Ordinance provides both the powers td be
exercised on the advice of' the Council of Minister s zueh
and also provides for powers to be conferred on =
particularly, this does not demonstrate any incon31stcnuj in
the Druina.ce. think this is not uncommon gnd I don't
thinkz it is bad pr;buice. I think the main trust cf th
Bill to be to provide for grectier administrative convenience
tecause these notices are nciices which are icsued evary
week, possibly, even more often on occasien zid iherelere it
is eSaCntla‘ to be able to fix prices andé promulizate them &s
quickly as possible. Section L“(2) of the Censtitution
fact contemplates that powers may be con;errcu gnd
in such a manrner and I think that is the inten
amerndment. Another point I woulé like to spcak
that the effect this power is the power
goods which woulé bz subject to price control and further to
deucrrlne the sesual prices, in otlher muras, to review ton

ricegs from simz 1o time. There zre other povers in lhe
Ordinance which deal with the investigstio“ or pricas ceing
charged by particular dealers, ithese are t
powers and these powers will be exerci °ea cn the edvi e of
Council of Ministers.
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MR SPEAKER:

I there zre no other contributors I will call on -the Mini-
ster to reply. . ’ .

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, I would like to underline what the Chief Minister
has said. I can thirk of at least three Ordinances which
have tesn enacied by the House of Assembly in recent years
which provide for this dichotomy of the Guvernor and the
Kinister in various seciions, the Industrial Trainirg Ordi-
nance, the Social Insurznce Ordirance and the Educsation
Crdinance and the fact that this was done was regarded by
Homourable Mermters at the time as of some constitutional
ignifizancz. The Chief Mirister-is perfectly correct when
he Says that the tire elerent is some times very limited as
between a maiter being brought to Council of Hinisters on a
Yiedresday and the need for the nctic2 to be published the
next day in the Gazette but perhaps I can assure Honourzble
Merbzrs opposite that on all those matters which involve
price controlled commodities of great sensitivity, the prac-
tice will continue to be as it has always been to tske a
well detailed paper to Councll of Miristers and have deci-
sicns taken, collectively. ‘e want the powers vested in this
£ill in order to avoild the Miprister having to take formally
to Council.of Uinisters a legal otice that will require or
that will ehtall an irncresse of say $p or lp in a particular
brand of milk, sterilised milk, of which there may be 20 or
30 traznds, this is what we want to avoid, but if there is a
nged to increase, say, the contrclled price of bread or
frozen weel and any other commoditites which are much nore
ensitive,.I can assure Honourzble Yembers that the practice
will centinue to be for the Minister involved to. tzke a paper
to Council of Ministers beecause I think that his colleagues
would dermand that of hirm. As regards the issuing of warrants
and investigatory powsrs to Government officers which is what
7 referred to under section L end 5 would continue to be
vested in the Governor, I would imagine, Mr Speaker, that
having regard to the great deal of sensitiviiy in this EHouse
in the last two or three years on precisely that psrticular
point, I woulc have thcught that the House would very ruch
prefer thet it would te the Governor who would continue to
be empowered to issue such wgrrants and not the Minister
Lkaving regard to different approaches by the Minister res-

" ponsivle on purely ideolozical grounds whercas with the

Governor having this responsibility I think citizens would

.feel, the trace in particular would feel, that there was a

ruch greater deal of protecticn on a more objective and im~
partial basis. I dilsagree with the Honouradle the Leader
of the Opposition in that Y’egpect and as I say I do regard.
thiz as telag of some significance in spite o3’ the fact that
the measure is intended wmainly to be of adaministrative con-—
venience within the parameters that I have mentioned.

: 15.

¥r Spealker then put

the guestion whick was resolved in the
affirmative snd the 3iil was rewcd a second tirme. -

THON A J-CANEPA:-

M¥r Spesker, beg to give notice that the Commi
Third Reading of the Bill should be taken st a2 later stoge
these proceedings.

This was agreed to. .

THE PENSIONS (AMERDIENT) ORDINANCE, 1980

HON ATTORKREY-GENERAL:

Sir, T have the honour *o move thut
to amend the Pensions Ordinance {(Ca
o

wilie.

an Ordinance
2ad a first

k3

M

Speaker then put the guesticn which was resclved in the
a b

r
ffirmative and the Bill was read a first time,

i

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

8ir, I have the honour to move thut the Bill be now read &
second time. Sir, the purpose ol this Bill is to provaidc
that where a salsry inCﬁcesa is awarded to pubdlic servants
and where the payment qf thst increcase is to be made in
stages nevertheless, 1or the purposes of “pensions under the
Pen51ons Ordinance, if the Covernor so Geclares the increasse
could have been trezted as having been made either to the
whole or to the part =zt the beg 1“n*“5 of the neriod when the
first stage was granted or at.any tize during the pericd of
staging up to and ineliuding the Iast date on which the Tinal
stage became payable. Kr bn 2zier, the Bill, as drafted,
would confer a discreticn Trom the Governor to decids from
what date pensions would become pavable. It is ihe same
Bill in substance as z Bill which Mewbers will recall was
introduced in 1979 - lste 1979 - and ﬁid not go through 211
its ot""Cq,a,_lt‘c eveni, it lazséd. The Eill has been the
"subject of discussion with the United Xingdom pension
auuuo“lu es and the Government is now prososing ihat this
Bill procced in its preseni Torm. I should gerheds mention
that there ave elso the provisions in ihe Pensions Rejula-
tions relating to incdusirigl stall vo the Oriingnce it-
seli does not apply and.i:t is propose similar regula-
tions will be made to feal with irdus staff, Those:
regulations will recuire %o be referr the Secretary of
State for approval. Sir, I commend t 1 to the House.
Speaxer then invited éiscussion on ithe genersl pri 2ciples

O F2
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v
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.d merits of the Bill.
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¥r Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill was read a second tine.

EON ATTORNEZY-GENERAL:

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third
Reading of the Bill be teken at & later stage in the meeting.

This was agreed to.

THE TRATE LICENSING (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE, 1980

HON A’I‘TOP_N'-?Y—G“‘ NERAL:

Sir, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an Ordinance
. to amend the Trade Licensing Ordinance (No 35 of 1978) .be
read a first time.

Er Speaxer then put the qunstion which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill was read a first time,

HON ATTORNSY-GENERAL: .

Sir, I have the honour to wmove that the Bill be now read a
second time. Sir, this Bill contains various and not
necessarily related amendments to the Trade Licensing
Ordinance. Some of them are minor amendments and are in-
tended to makxe érafting improvements or to correct minor
drafting errors that exist in the Ordinance, others are
more substantive. I propose to go through the Bill clause
by clause and outlire to Members the effecu and purpose of
. the amendments. In clause 2 Members will see that the
édefinition of the term “goods" as used in the Ordinance at
present is re-arranged., This is purely a drafting improve-
ment and 1s 1ntenceq to make the definition more loglcal.
In clause 3 there s also a drafting emendment. hat clause

it present contalns an error referring to a subsectlon which -

is rot in Tsct in the Ordinance and the purpose of the amend-

ment to clzuse 3 is to delete that reference. Clause 4 is the

‘most substantive amendment, it relates to the cenditions on
whiclh an abdplication for a licence may be refused. At
‘prasent the circumstances under which licences can be re-
fused ars leid down in ssction 16 of the Ordinence. This
inserts an additional situation in wanich the Trade Licensing
authority may refusa the grent of a licence and that is on
the grounds that the issue of & licence would unduly pre-
judice the implementation of price control under the Price
Control Ordinance. At present one of the grounds is the

public interest but the pubtlic intersst is a wide term and = —S-=—s-i.

this is designed as a specirfic amendment so that where the
. granting of 2 licence may _create difficulties in the, imple-
.merntation of price control if ihe “Trade Licensing authority
is satisfied that this is the case, then 1t may decline a

17.

13 ol .

co they 1

éec i&e Licens , &

aaoended in reiztion Lo the Dev é ce

were issued before the commenc this Opdinance.

Under the previous Ordinsnce it was provided thut where 2
person had been granied z Development 2id licence then he
would uu,Oﬂatica17y secome entitied to & trede licence under
the predeceusor of this Ordinance. When ths new Trede
Licensing Ordingcnce was enacted in 1673 it nc longer becane
automatic that the holder of a dzvelopment sid licenue would
zet a trade licence, they become ciccretionary but there are
those perscns who zlready held develodment gid licences at
the outset of this Ordinance and therefore because they hed
existing rights uvnder ithe old Crdirance if is only correct,
in my opinion, that thesre should be a iransii iona'. rovision
providing uhat where they reld o licerncs tefore the commence—

o]
ment ol the 1578 Ordinznce, they would be titied fo us of
ight to obtain a trade lice“vc undar the 1978 Ordinance.
So far as is known I don't think anyvody hes in Tact suffered
because of the change from a man to“" ertitlement to o dis-
creationary entitlcmvﬁt because selieve thet in every cease
licences were in foet issued but ne vcruhe-zss the law should
formally cover that lscuna and should provide t
provision in relaticn to people who held develo
vefore 1978. Clause 5 of ithe Bill inserts th 5
make it quite clesr that where the authority grante a
it may snecify either that the licence which mu t relal
narticular premises will be for goods to be sold by way of
wholssale or for goods to be s0ld by way of retall., At the
moment the Ordinance does not make it clear whether the con-
ditions to either of those effects can be attached to 2
licence and this will be z specific power directed to that
end, Sir, clause 6 of the Bill is essentially 2 minor
drafting amendment to spell ocut rore precisely the procedural
powers of the authority when it sits. It moy regulate iis
own »rocedure subject elways of course to ithe eXpres sed terss
of the Ordinasace and also to any regulations made under the

Ordinance. Finally, 3ir, clauce 7 of the 2ill hes the elfect
of deleting the prescn. regairenent for banks to obiain @
trade licence and of adding two other itypes of business for
wnich a trade licence will be reguired, newmely, printing and
welding. The PC&QOﬁ for deleting the reguircment that a bank
sh"uld hold 2 trade licence is, Tirst, thot in foet the
anxing lc"islotl n already provides adeguaie ccasrel for
oan& snd, secondly, that becsuse of EZC directives I think
~t is desirable that one should look only to the banking
legislation rather than this Oriinznce as well. 8o Zar as
the adéitvion of the buciﬂesses of printing and welding to
the list of busirecses which will reguire & trade licence is
concerned, clause 7 doez contain transiitional provisions the
v e net effect of vhlch I think con be summarised as being this,
that if at the coming intc crerciion ¢f the Bi1l g man is
carrying on dbusiness as a printer or as ¢ wslder then Tor
three months he will be enviiled to continus to cerry on
138,
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business. Moresver, if he chooses to apply for'a trade
‘licence as no doubt he would within those three months,.he
would continue to be entitled to carry on business until
the licerice is issued’ and, finally, to complete the transi-
ticnal.arrangerents once he does apply he must be given a
licence on terms which-enable him to carry on business mno
less favourably than before the licence was granted. That
applies to existing printers and welders, of course. Sir,
I commend the Bill to the House. .

MR SPEAKER: . : . -

Before I put the question to the House does any Honourable'
Kexber wish t0'speak .on the general principles and merits
_of the B1117? -

HCN ¥NAJOR R J PILIZA:

Mr Speaker, I would like to say a few words on this because
I am a‘great believer in conpetiuion and anything that
restricts free competition in my view in the long Tun is
harmful for the economy and stove all I think expensive to
the consumer. gcause of that I always try and see from

the point of view of how necessuary is control and how can-
ve if anything reduce this control, not.increase it. There-
fore, whenever I see an amsndment to an Ordinance which in-
troduces further controls I am sceptic in trying to see the
.reason why. Lookxing at this, in my view, I think certainly
three items in the new Ordinance I would certainly try to
hear more ahcut before I am convinced that.this is necessary.
That' is that under section L where the question of the
issuing of the licence would unduly prejudice the implementa=
tion of price control under the Price Control Ordinance. I
can see that there would be very good arguments put forward
to try and prove that it could raxe ‘difficulties under the
Price Control Crdinance by perhaps arguing that if two
people brinz ergs into Gibraltar the price of epgs is likely
to go up rather than go down for reason perhaps that the :
guantities that can be brought out at one time would be too
larze and so on and so forth. I think that people who are
in the trade asnd who are very keen il p0551b1e to get a
moropoly and therefore .ensure that they are going to be in
business -until the year 2000 will produce very good argu-
ments whereby new importers cannot be allowed to start the
same sort of business in Gibraltar. I am not referring to

esgs specifically, I am of course bringing this as an ekample,,_

it cou’c be anything else wainly, I think, perishable commo-
aities, perhaps, open themselves 'to this sort of argument.

I would like to hear.stronger arguments on the part of the-
Governrnent to prove that thls woulé be necessary and per-
haps to come out with certgin exemples to prove the point.

I haven't heard that here today, kr 3peaker, and therefore

at this stage I am not convinced that this is necessarye. -
Equally, I thira, if we go to s section 5(3) that goods may :

—~r
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be sold wholesale znd not bty retail and {b) thot good may
only be sold by retzil and not by wholeszle, I think it 1s
elso possible if we introduce this clguse, I think it is

-ossible that we may introduce the need ¢f a middleman which
will obviously increase the cost. Again I think wholesslers
w11l be able to produce very gocod erguments as to why we
should not have mcre wholesalers. I think that if you grant
a licence for an individual to trade in cne commodity then
whether he brings it wholesszle or retzil I really cannot see
the reason why this should be introduced. And cgein, Nr
Speaker, on that particular point I woulé like to hear more
from the Governmeni and again perhaps give examplecd of how
this could prejudice both trade in Gikraltsr and avove &ll
the consumer. Perhaps the most important one is No 7 snd I
must refer to the printing side. If we sre going to have a
licence for printing we are endangering to some extent the
question of the freedom of expression. We have got to look
not at the circumstcnces as they are today but in the cir-
cumstances that could develop. We do not know to what .
extent the Commititee concerned with the issuing of licence °
coulé be influsred politically, we do not know, or for any
other reason and' to whet extent their deliterations may be
affected by political views or other views which could’
affect the granting of a licence for pr;ruing. Convequently,
I think we would be limited as’ to the numbter of people wko
could do printing Ao those who are already established in

. the community and any vreakthrough would bte impossidle.

Therefore, up to now.I don't believe that there has been any
problem. Perhups it could be szid tha*t some business 1is
going away from Gibraltar and therefore harming our local
printers., Perhaps if the Government who are the greatest
customersfor printers in Gibraltar were-to make it a po*n

of giving their work to local printers thst problem 1 doubt,
Mr Speaker, whether it would ever arise becsuse I think the
amount of work that other firms do and that small societiles
and institutions in Gibraltsar carry out are so limited that
I cannot see how that work couléd really be done outside
Gibraltar at a more advantageous cost. Therefore, Kr .
Speaker, for those reasons thaut I have explained, I at this
moment would be inclined to vote agalnst those three clauses
that I have mentioned and I would be mosti obliged if the
Government could explain in greater aetall and in more con=
vincing terms and above all giving con v1ncing exzrples es to
why this is necessary.

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, I think the Honourable Menmber has a point to the
extent that the Government should outline its policy end the
reasons that have motivated the Government to bring thes
amendments to the House. There are three points that u“e
Honourable Member has mentiorned. Let me deal with the one
that I. think I can dispose of rather more easily and that is
the question of freedom of expression. "I don't think it has
ever entered the mind of the Goveranment that it should use
printing by including it in the Schedule of the Ordinance in
order to lessen Ireedom of expression.

20‘



HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

If tke Hon Merber would give way. I wasn't suzgesting for a
porent that Government was doing it specifically for that -
purpose in mind but what I said is that we have got to see

- wken we are legislating that we ‘should see ahead and see all. . -

the conseguences.

hON A J CANE EA'

I don't think freedom of expression is so much limlted by
printing as by publishing, I think that is the cardinal
issue. Anyhow, the reason why the Government considers that

“.. printing shculd be included in the Schedule has been that-we

have .considered representations that we have received from
all local printers in Gibraltar who ars afraid that there

night be unfair competiticn from people across the way under

the guise of =a company that could be registered in Gibraltar
and it is they who have asked the Government to give them
this protection by including printing in the Schedule and

‘bringing it within the amblt therefore -of the Trade Linensing

Comrittee as guardians of this Ordinance. That would give
them really an opportunity to object before the Trade
Licensing Committee if there is an application for somebody’

- else to set themselves up as printers.: In all cases of
- course there would be an 2ppeal from the Trade Licensing.

Comrmittee to the Magistrate which therefore provides suffi-
cient safeguards. OCOn the guestion of price control, I don't
thinx that what we are intending so much is that traders who
might wish to tring about a monopolistic situation would be
erzevered to put priece control considerations to the Licen-
sing Cosinittee, what is intended is that the Government it-
self through its Consumer Protection Officers, would be able
to put before “he committeée considerations of 'policy on price
control and I can give a specific example, which Is what the

‘Henourable Memter meguested. The present price list of fruit

anid vegetables was fixed some time ago on the basis of 38 re-
tail outlets being the reasonable number that would be deemed
to cater for tre needs of the community. If you are able to
heve certain prices based on 38 retzil outlets then if there
were to be further proliferation -in that number of retail
outlets and you had 55, say, then becuuse of lower turnover
ard becuuse of overheads the Government would receive repre-

sentations from retailers to have higher prices. to compensate -

tlen fer lower turnover. This is the kind of consideration
trhat.the Government wants to be able to put to the Trade
Licensing Committee as perhaps Justifying their refusing an
application for a licence., It could be said that public
interest covers that tut the advice of the Attorney-General
is that we ought to be rather rore, specific than to try to
cover price control by wider public interest because that
cizht not stané ithe test on appeal and therefore his advice
is that we should be more, specific and directly empower the
Government to be able tc put this aspect of public policy of:
price control and bring it for the attention of the Trade

- 21.

Licensing Committee. The third point is the guestion of
trading as wholesaler ang retziler. I think' I can explain to
the House in some ' detail whsot has led to this. In Decermber
1977, when considering an sppeal against & decision from the
then Trade Licensing Committee to.refuse an mpplication for a

" wholesalers licence, the Nagistrate ruled that it wes qiffi-

cult to austify a refusal for & wholesalers iicence on the
grounds- that the needs of the community were adeguately pro-
vided for. -He expressed the view that wholesalers diversified
sources of supply and were of benefit to the community as a
whole and the appeal was granted. Following this decision
there has been a noticeable increase in the number-'of .applica-
tions for wholesalers licences in different commodities and
the trade licensing authority has to a considerable extent
been tied to the ruling of the NMagistrate. It is not unlikely
that this situation is being abused by wholesalers who are
trading as’ retailers and .zgain the advice of the Attorney-
General has been sought on this matter end his advice is that
it would be useful to include a provision in the Ordinance to
make it quite clear that as a condition of .a licence the

. authority may ‘require wholesale and retail operations to be .

kept apart, in other words, on separate premises. These are

the considerations which have motivatedthe Government to bring . .

amendments to the House on these three areas which the Honour-
éable liember was worried about. :

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, I can understand the reasons for bringing these.

proposals to the House but I am not entirely convinced on

the arguments about the implementation. of price control under
the Price Control Ordinance. It seems to -me that that pro-

vision 1s an unduly protective provision. I would have

. thought that the Consumer Protection Officer is able to go to

the Licensing authority to object and that the Licensing
autlority has power under 16(f) “that thke needs of the comm—
unity either generally in Gibrsltar or in the area thereof
where the trade or busiress is to be carried on are adequately
provided for". I would heve thought that that was a general
statement of the principle which should cover this particular
situation. I think that by putting a.provision like this in,
I think it would certainly give the impression of the Govern=- -
ment supporting unduly monopolies in Gibraltzr. Price con~
trol tends to produce this, it is not -something that is pecu-
liar to Gibraltar that when you introduce price control as zan
instrument of keeping down cost of living, ineviiably it seems
that those goods that are price controlled are the ones to go
up most for one reason or another. It may be for the reason
my Honourable and Gallant Friend set out of lack of competi-
tion, it mey be other reasons, I don't know whst they are,

but I do think that my EHonourable and Gallasnt Friend is right.
in ‘disagreeing with tHe insertion of that particular clause
in-the Ordinance and certainly I am sure that the Opposition
as a whole will vote against the inclusion of that clause,
which would make it unduly restrictive. I think .it is up to
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the Consumer Protection .0fficer to go to the Trade Licensing
Committee and put his case for not granting an additionsl
licence. For example, the Minister mentioned fruit and vege-
tables, if there are already too many fruit and vegetables,
well, then 1 would have thought that the Trade Licensing
Commlittee would not give any new licences and would say that
the needs of the community are adequately catered for, ,I
don't see why there should be an additional factor to prevent
the normzl process of businesses being opened by people and the
Trade Licensing Committee looking at an applicstion on.its
merits under this general guise of 16(f). Mr Speaker, the
question of goods 'being sold by wholesale and not by retail,
section 5 of the Ordinance that my Honourable and Gallant
Friend spoke about, I think there the Minister for-labour
has given us an explanation which if you are going to have
. the system of licensing then I think perhaps - it is fair. I
have been slightly surprised, for example, in recent weeks
by seeing notlices in the press on behalf of people applying
for licences to sell everything under.the sun almost, whole~
sale, selling electronic.goods and all that. Of course, it
is well known by everyocdy in the trade or in the business,
let me put it that way, that the Tracde Licensing Committe: has
decided or decided some timeago that there. should be no more-
licerices for electronic goods and I am surprised to see the -
nuzber of applications I see of people applying for electronic
licences. Of course, if this is being done to get round the -
policy principle that there should be no more electronic shops
in Gibreltar then of course I -think we should agree with this
arendment, it is as simple as that, We didn't necessarily
agree with the trade licsnsing.and I share very much the
sentiments that my Honourable and Gallant Friené has put
Torwrard about free competition but I think that if we are
deing 1t, I think people are going to sort of say they are
selling wholesale and then they sell retail should be stopﬂed.
However, Mr Speaker, on section 7 of the Ordinance I think. .
there we must maintaln our objections. First of all let mg '
Jjust mention banking. I am a little surprised to hear songe .
thing about EZC directives, I don't know whether EEC direc~-
tivés would affect other matters that are controlled by the
Trade Licencing Ordinance btut I see no objection in prin-
ciple to Xeeping banxking in the Trade Licensing Ordinance.
Ani the reason’ I say thisz is that the vvhole purpose of the
Trade Licensing Ordinance as was passed by this House in
1978 was that as many trades and businesses as possible
should require a licence under the Trade Licensing Ordinance
whether they reguired to be licensed under other Ordinances
or not and banking was one of them. It seems to me that a
day could come when banks estatlished in Gibraltar feel
thkere are too many banks and I feel they should have a right
to object to other banks setting up in Gibraltar. It may
well ve that the Trade Licensing Ordlnance as Dpresently
corposed will give short shrift to their argument that there
are enough banks in Gibraltar but I see no reason why banking
should be tuken away from the Trade Licensing Or&inance. And
as far as printing is concerned, MNp Speaker, the argument that
printers think thet somebody could.comeé from Spain or anywhere.

. 2%,

else and establish themselves as printers, that is an argu-
ment that 1s open in every sphere of trcde in Gibraltar, I
think the House has to remember that linked with printing is
publishing. WNobody can start a newspaper in Gibraltar and
survive unless there is a printing business attached to it,
and there are examples of this, or they sre heavily sub-
sidised. Therefore by making printing en item in the
Ordinance that requires licensing, Governmeni are inter~
fering with the freedom of expression. They are ensuring in
an indirect way that no new newspapers are established in
Gibraltar except with permission of the Trade Licensing
Committee on which are represented various sectors' of the
compunity and not-all sectors of the community. We do and
we will maintain our objection on printing ss being as in-
terference with the liverty of expression of the individual
and a threat to the right of people to publish‘newspapers,.
not that I like newspapers that much, and there are a lot of
them I think we could do witheut, I won't mention which, but
that is the position, people must be free to express their
views and people must be free to express views from whatever
side of the political spectrum they come. As far as unfair
competition is concerned in printing we see no reason at all
why Government who are, I belleve, the people who give out
advertisements to all the various. newspapers, Government who
are -the providers of advertlslng space to a great extent ang- -
also .the people who give most of the contracts in printing,
there is no reason why Governmént should not take a policy
decision as to who they give their business-to as long as
they are fair about it, MNobody in this House is going to

‘get up and say: "Why did you give the prlrting of this

particular Government order to people whom we Xnow, come fro
across the border?" We wouldn't get up -and object to the
Government taking that view but I think it is srage in the
present situation of a closed frontier to find an argument .

- being put forward that somebody from across the way 1s going

to come round the corner and round the way and into Gibraltsar
to set up a printing works in competition with lgeal prin-
ters. Here it is the question of principle that is involved
and the question of principle is that it would tend to inter=~
fere with the freedom of the .press, so we object to that,
there is no question 'about that one. MNr Speaker, I thluk o
that the attitude we must take on this Biil is to abstain on
the second reading and if the Government persists with the.
Bill as drafted then, of course, we ﬁ;ll vote sgainst it at .
the third reading. .

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, I am glad of this debate because it certainly
gives me an opportunity of stating gquite categorically that
the representations which were made by five printers about
this matter were considered in bona fide as being a griev-
ance of possible competition from outside and the question
of liberty of the subject and of printing never entered my
mind until I heard the Honourable and Gallant Member's
speech this afterncon. Whether I accept his argument or
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not is another matter but I would 1lixe to assure .the House,
. my Party having beer responsible in 1943 of rémoving the
licensing of newspapers from the old law which held them'
subject to a licence by the Governer, having fought for that
and obtained it, I would never dream of doing anything that
woull be consiuered like thut. On that ore all I will say
i1s that I will thinx avout it because I think it is worth

thinking about it and in any case there will be the licensing.:'t

comnittee which is representative.of bhoth sections of the

. community, the Chamber of Comnprce, the Trade Unions and in-
dependert people and even then it is subject to an appeal to
- the WVagistrate who will always be, whoever he may be, an
independent person who would see through any attempt at pre-
venting this even if that were. the intention of the committee
which I.doubt it. Having said thualt of course I would like to
think about that aspect of the matter which in fact had not
occurred to me because this thing was done absolutely bona
fide on the strength of these representations. I am glad
that the Honourable Leader of the Opposition sees the point
about this question of wholesals and retall because it is
fair that if there is a licensing procedure that it should
not be abused, that people should go stralght forward to
whatever they want to deal with and they should know. In-
cidentally, with.regard to printing, we did have ¢bjection
fror an Honourable liember opposite about the fact that the -
Covernment had given soume cortract to some printers from outs,
side so, indeed, there it was an element of protection to "
the printers in Gibraltar. The objection was made by the
Honourable G T Restado in the past and we did say that

though +they are going to tender for substantial orders we

woulé certzinly not consider that as less competition though

it may be Interesting to note if you loox at some of the
volumes of Halsbury's Statutss of England published by
Butterworth thet they are printed in Austrils, it may-be
" chegper to print in Austria than it is in England. Anyhow,
we will think atout that one.  The other point certainly we
will proceed with because we thinx it makes the position
tidier and the guestion of public interest and the question
of price ccntrol I really haven't been convineed by the )
voints raised by the Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

T think in any case it will be up to the Consumer Protection - - .

O<ficer to make his point except that instead of doing it
under the umbrella of public interest he will do it under
the specific umbrella of his own department.

L? PEAXER:

If there are no other contributors I will gsk the mover to
reply 1f he so wishes,

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

_Lr Speuxer, I would like to spea& to.a few of the points
“that have been raised by Honourable llembers on the opposite
side., If I could desl first with clause L4 of the Bill., I
take to-some extent the poini made by the Honourable Member
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that subsection 1{f) of clause 16 does go to the question of
whether there are sufficient businesses or too many ousinesses
already in the community and thereforeto that extent is not
irrelevant to the purposes for which the price control provi.
sion has been made but even though in strict logic there may
be an overlap, there is also the guestion of the practlca-
bility of enforcement and this, as the Government has indi-
cated, the implementation of price control is s matter which
is regaraed as belng important, then I see nothing wrong with

. putting in a provision specifically addressed to being able

to deal with that situation and you will see that the provi-
sion is in fact worded in those terms where the issue of a
licence will unduly prejudice the implementation of price
control. Of course it is one ground on which a licence may

" . be refused but I accept that on principle it is 'a restriction.

It is a ground on which it may be refused, the matter is dis- ..
cretlonary and there is a right of appeul. The second point, -
Mr Speaker, I think pevhaps I am covering ground which has

"already been accepted but so far as the amendment relating

to clause 5 is concerned I think the point was well made
that the principle is established that one may éontrol pre-
mises by licencing them and therefore to distinguish.between

- wholesale premises and retail premises ls essentiglly, in my

view,.a machinepy extension of the principle. The first .o
point-which I would like to spesk to is the question of banks
and the Honourable and learned lLeader of the Opposition.re-
ferred co the EEC directives. I think there are two points
about banks, the first is that there is an Ordinance which
is specifically ‘addressed to the regulation of benks snd
under which a licence 1s required and it would seem.to dbe

. unnecessarily duplicated administration to-also require a

further licence under this Ordinance. I apprecimte “hat
there may be some Ordinances where more than one licence is’
required but in the case of banks I don't think that is a
reason for- sayinﬁ that banks should remain in this Ordinance.
The second point 1s that so far as the directives are con<
cerned the fact of the matter is that there.is an EZC direc=- |

- tive “wrixich 1s specifically addressed to banks. There are;

of course, provisions in this Ordinance which are sddressed
towards safeguarding the rights of EEC Nationals but in the
case of banks there is a directive whlch is specifically
addressed to that subJect and I don't think it is appropriate.
that this Ordinance should regulate banks. Finally, Mr
Speaker, if I may come to the point of printing because I .
must confess it is a point which I had not taken myself. I
will certainly from the point of view of a lawycr look at the
implication of the reference to printing and advise the
Government, from a technical point of view I should make it
clear, whether some modification or whether some safeguard

.should not be buillt in, snd possibly these are matters which

could be looked at before the Committee Stage of this Bill,



M Speszer then put *bn question and on a vote being taxen
the fol]ow;n Fon Menbers voted in favour: :

: The Hon A J Canepa
« ' The ¥Yon M K Featherstone” .
L The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
The Hon J E Perez
The Hon Dr R G Vhla“ino
The Hon H J Zammitt
The Hon D Full .

The Hon R J Wallace .-.:ff
The follow;ngﬁﬂon ¥embers abstained: f; .f'“.

The Hon A J Haynes
. . - .  The Hon P J Isola
e 0 - 7. The Hon A T Loddo
T .. The Hon Va&or R J Peliza
The Hon G T Restano
The Hon W T Scott

The following Hon Members. were absert from the,Chamben:‘
. " The Hon'I Abecasis .

The Hon J Bossano
The Hon lajor F J Dellipiani

The, 8111 was read a second time.

HCX ATTORNEV-GEVERAL:

Siv, I bteg to glve notice that the Committee Stage ard Third . ..

Reading of thils B1l1l will be taken at a later stage in the. .
meeting. T . : . R

]
‘s

- This was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 7.3C pm.

YEDNESTAY THE 26TH MADGH, 1980

7he House resumed'at 1C.20 am.
THE ADUIN ;IOW or JUSTICE ORDINANCE, 1980

HOXM ATTOQN:Y-GETERAL

Sir, I have the -honour to move that a Bill for an Ordinance
to amend various Ordinances to provide for the better adminis-
tration.of justice be read a first time.
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Nr Speaker then put the guestion which was resolved in the
affirmative and the BRill wss read a first tire.

HON ATTORNEY-CENERAL:

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be now read a
second time. Mr Speaker, this Bill contains various provi-
sions, some are related and some sre not. They all have in
common the theme that the short title indicates and are to
‘provide for the improved administration of justice. When

one has under consideration matters which need revision they:
are of course ongoing, there are points coming up all the

time and one has the choice of two approaches either to dezl
with each point by a specific Bill as it arises and in cases
of’ urgency or particular importance that may well be necessary,
or to gather the points and to present them in a single measure
periodically which except in the case of urgency or special

. importance I think is the more desirable approach because it

collates and consolidstes the various items and brings them |
together at a point where they can be duly considered colleg--
tivelye.

MR SPEAKER:

I take it that it i§-not going to be the'prdctice now to
amend Ordinances by general amendment Bills, it is in this
particular instance that you gre doing it.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I think myself the matter would be governed by
two principles. PFirst it would have to be a matter where
there is a practical reason for bringing everytning together
under one heading and, .secondly, I think there would always
have to be a common theme, in other words, I think eny single
Bill  should preserve a common theme., It has been the prac-
tice in the past here and I think elsewhere, to present law
revision measures in a single Bill becguse of the common
theme. I don't propose to do the same thing all the time by

. any means but periodically I will be .presenting sueh a Bill

to the House, If I can deal with. the first group of amend-
ments which are the most numerous and which relate tc one
particular point of administration. They are to beg found in
clauses 2, 3, L, 5, » 12, 13, 15, 16 and 23. These amend~ -
ments all prov1de in the case ﬂhere an Ordinance appoints a
Registrar such as companies, friendly societies, trade marks
pstenis, for the appoiniment of officers ss either deputy or
assistant registrars and further provide, and this is really
the substance of the provision, that those officers may,
exercise all the powers of the Registrar subject to certain
specified exceptions where it is considered that the power
by reason of itis gravity is too inportunt perhaps, to be
delegated to an Assistant Reglsurar or to a Deputy Registrar.
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I shpould perhaps refer to the various powers that ure re-
s=2rved from the ambit or the fiat of the Teputy and Assistant
Registrars. In the case of companies you will see that the
power to zppoint an inspector- to call a special meeting of a
Bulldln~ Society which 1s ones of the powers that the Registran
f-companies has reserved, in the case of cooperative socle~
ties the powers of winding up, of appointing a liguidator -and .
controlling a liquidator, the powers of surcharging officers,
attaching properties and settling.disputes ars all powers
which will not devolve upen ths Assistant Registrar. In the
case of patents the Rezistrar's power to make rules will not
devolve on the assistant. 1In the case of friendly societies
the powers of investldntion and dissoluticn will not dsvolveé.
Vinen I say the powvers otherwise. will devolve on the assistant,
cf course, the Registrar himself in every case-retains both
the power to exercise the function in his own name and also .
the power to conirol his subordinate in exercising the func-

.- tion., There is one other point I skould make, Mr Speaker,

and it 1s this, thal these provisions in ihemselves do not-
authorise an increase in establishment, I think that is a
very important point to make., They are capable of being
exercised so as to have existing officers in departments.
éesignated officially as Assistant Registrars or as Deputy
> Registrars. Any question of gp901nt1ng further officers.
specifically to £ill those posts 'is a matter which would’
have to be dealt with z<psrately, this Bill contains no
corzitment to proceed to that stage. The second amendment
relates to the Coroner's ‘Ordinance and the effect of the
amendment essentially is: tc provide Tor the fixing by
secondery legislation of the fees and expenses that are to
be paié Lo people who are performing functions under ‘the
Coronerts Ordinance, for example, medical practitioners.

. This is, if you.like, a provision intendeZ fcr the more
orderly, the better aaministration and control of the
Coroner's Créinance. In saying-.that I would not like any-

tody to think that it is being suggested that the control atf o

the moment is inadequate but I think properly fees should be

provided by repulations or by rules and this amendment so
vrovides. The third arendment, Mr Speaker, relates to the

Criminal Justice Administration Ordinance, it is a prece~

dural amendmerit, it follows a court decision in the United

%inzdom, in-1978. The law at present permits the cross-

< exarination of a defendant as to his previous convictions
and bad character where he has given evidence against an-

. othezr person charged with trhe same offence. The proposal
in thiz amendment i1z to widen that in ef'fect so that such
‘eross exanination will e permiscsible where he has given
evidence against another person charged not necessarily with
the szare o‘fe“ce but ‘in the same proceedings. This proposal
has arisen out of a case in the United Xingdom where it was
raled that two defendants, one of whom was charged on one
court of one indictrment the other of whom was charged in
zrnother count of the saxe indictment, were nod regarded as’
teing defendants In relstion to the same offence. The amend-
rent has been made in the United Kingdom, it is being con=-
sidered here and 1t is felt thuat it would be desirable to
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"follow suit in Gibraltar. The next arendrent is to be found
"in clause 14 and it provicées that Justices of the Peace

should be transferred to the supplementul list once they
reach the age of 70 instcud of the afe of 75 as is the case
at prasent. This 1z a provision which is considered to be
desirable as a general matter of policy. It.is felt it 1s
more appropriste thzt the transfer to the supplemental list
should occur at the age of 70 than the age of 75. The next
group of provisions to which I would like to refer, lr
Speaker, sll relate to the Supreme Court Ordinance. The
Tirst of these deazls with the provision in the Supreme Court
Ordinance at present which requires that the Registrar of the
Supreme Court and other specified officers of the Suprene

- Court are appointed by the Governor but their sppoirtment is

subject as a matter of statute laws to the approval of a
Secretary of State. It is proposed to omit that requirement
from the statute law as such fcr two reasons, the Tirst being

. that it is essentially an administrative matter anyway rather

than a matter of law, the second being that more than that at
this stage it is not considered appropriate that one should
have to obtain the consent of the Secretary of State to such
an appointment. The next amendments relating to the Supreme
Court Ordinance are designed to spell.out more clezrly the
powers of the Chief Justice in relation to the Glscipl;ﬂe of

barristers and solicltors. To this end clauue 18 of the BilY .”

spells out the various powers which the Chief Justice may
exercise for reasonable cause. These 1ncluue .the povers of

“striking off, of suspension, of reprinand, of oruarlnb a

barrister or a soliciior to repay or forego fee, and to order
costs on an investigation into a complaint of professiocnal
misconduet. - A1l of these powers are in fact inherent powers
of the court already but in the interestg of clarity and cer-
tainty it is considersd to be desirable’ to actually set them
out in full in what is section 20 of the prinecipal Ordinance.
I should say, perhaps, that this amendment has not been
occasloned by any need within the profession to take such
measures, it is'purely a measure which has arisen in the
course of reviewing the law generally and ticying the law up
and see&lng to improve it. In every such case the Chief
Justice has ‘the power Tor a good cause to ennul any such -
order. Nore'than that the power of appeal is revised. ‘At
present a person who complaine about the conduct of a .
barrister or solicitor in the first instance to the discip-

1linary committee has a right of appeal ggainst the conclu-~

sion of the committee to the Chief Justice as, of course,
has the barrister or solicitor affected. MNore than that
both parties have a further rizht of appeal to the court of
appeal. What clause 18 proposes is that so far as that
further right of appeal to a court of appeal, that for the
future, and I stress the words for the future, will be
limited to the barrister or solicitor himself. So far.as
any cases are concerned which are proceeding st the present

‘.time, the rights of the complainant will be preserved so

this will not affect any existing right of a complairnant to
be able to appeal from a decigion of the Chief Justice to
the court of appeal, I thinkx thut is an iwportant reaerv tion
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nd thet would grotect persons whe may feel that they are
b31r~ deprived at this stare of a reredJ they already have.
So far as the justification for the.limitation of the right
of appeal by a complainant is concerned for the future, the
reason for iu is tnis thuat whereas the person who is affected
by tke finding of the Chief Justice, the barrister or soli-
citor himself has a clear interest in appealing to seek what
he muy consider to be a vindication of his rights Tor the
future, it is Telt that in principle 1t is not a correct con-
.ception that a person who.is a complainant, who brings the
wmatter before the apnropviste disciplinary vody, should have
a rlbnt beyond a right to bring it to the Chief Justice who
is in the first instance the judgs who is responsible for the
proper conduct of barristers and solicitors. No reason in
principle was seen why a complainant should have’ a right of
apveal against a decision of the Chief Justice. He has been
* afforded the avenue of complaint, the complaint has been,
brouzht to the attﬂnt’on, as I say, of the Judge who is
responsible for the profession, and it is felt that in prin-
ciple that is what should be so nrovided but no more. If I
can go- ahead, ¥r Speaker, to clause 22 of the Bill because
,uhis is rolated to the matter I am now speaking sbout. I
hould explain that whereas the Chief Justice administers
th, disciplinary ‘provisions of the Supreme Court Ordinance
and has 211 the powers himself in his own name, as a matter
of practice he delepate the naaoritv of those powers to a
U*ofgss*onal committee in the first instance. That committee
comprises burrlatnrs,:nd solicitors, comnplaints are made to
that comnittee, there is a right of appeal as I mentloned
vefore from that comaittee to the Chief Justice. It is con~-
sidered that the conwit ee should not have the power of dis-
enrolment .and suspension and the amendment to clause 22 is
to provide Tirst of all for the delegation of the Chief
Justice's disciplinary powers to a committee consisting of
two or more barristers zrd solicitors and,.secondly, re-
serving the powers of ordering a dizenrolment or a suspension
from the powers which that committee may exercise. The next
amendment, Yr Speaker, relates to jurors. It is really:
purzly a technical matter but at present the people who are -
excluded from sarvice as jurors are described as being
exerpted from lisbility to serve whereas proncrly .they are
exc’uuea tecouse it 1s not appropriate that they should
erve znd therefore a minor amendment ‘1s made to provide
tnat they shall te ineligible, which is 'the correct term-
inology, rather then exempted which glves a misleading im~
pression. At the "9Te time the omportunity is taken in
spell out specifically that police officers and Pprison
officers and any other officers who are invelwved in the
aéministration of justlce are not eligidbls to serve-as
jurcrs. At present so far as police o”“lcero ‘and prison
sFPicers are concerned that, in.my view, is the law in any
even: but it is a provision io be 1nf°rred rather than one
which is exnr"s=1v providied for. The amendment in clause 20,
#¥r Speaker, is procedural and provides for the cours to ad-

Journ proceedings to such.date as it thinks fit. In criminal

matters as well as in civil matters this provision applies
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‘when a2 Jjury is not able to reach a verdict. The reason for

-

saying "until.such day as it thinks fitY is that in criminal
matters these days there are no sessions as such, it is an
ongoing process and it is not possible to suy immediately
when the next sitting will be. Finally, a very minor amend~ .
ment in clause 21 to delete references to the Coroner's Court.
‘At the moment the Supreme Court Ordinance, I think incorrectly.
in principle, refers both to the Coroner's Court and slso to
the Supreme Court in section 51 and this section, Mr Speaker, .
relates to the remuneration of jurors. This is In a sense
consequential on the amendments which I have alresdy referred
to that are proposed to the Coroner's Ordinance. Coroners
matters will be deslbwith in the Coroner's Ordinance exclu-
sively, Supreme Court matters will be dealt with in the .
Supreme Court Ordinance. Mr Speaker, I commend the Bill to

. the House. "

' MR SPEAKER:

Before I put the question-to the House does any Honoursbile

Member wish to 'speak on the general principles or merits of ’
the Bill®? :

HON P J ISOLA: S

. ¥r Speaker, if I méy first of all commence with what you

asked the Honourable and Learned Attorney-~Gencrel at the
beginning. We are not very happy about having an Ordinsace
that amends a number of Ordinances slthough in this parti-
cular casze we xnow it is really the same sort of thing-that .
is being done by the same Ordinance and it is more or less
on the same subject matter, but even though that may be so
it is still a 1little cenfusing, I think, this system of
amending a number of Ordinances by one particular Bill. At
least this way it is not too bad but as it was used to be
done I think it was very misleading and lead to-a lot of con-
fusio i among those who are concerned with the law and the °
practice of it. However, I must say, Mr Speaker, that the
Index of the laws that have come out only recently is .
extremely ~ if I may say so - well drawn-up and makes things
much easier. Anybody who has that index really .knows where
%o go Tor his law or under different amendments that have
occurred so with that sort of index then the problems. are
not as great as they would otherwise be. We welcome the
appointment of all these assistant registrars, we hope that
thias will not involve great firnancial conseguences but I
think it is necessary, personally, with regard to the admin-
istration of justice, as a practitioner I do find that the
fact that there is only one registrar, one person who has to-
see everything at the end of the day, causes tremendous de-
lays in the co#panles courts so that the adoption of having
assistant registrars is certainly a step forward as lorg as
these assistant registrars in fact de the work and don't keep
referring to .the Registrar. I hope that this will mean that
responsibility in. that building will be shared by the various -
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senior officials there. Wr Speaker, I noticc we are amznding

tha Coroner's Ordinunce and I think tbau consideraticn should.

be ;iven by the Government to following the procedure that
new exists in the United Kingdom, uenerally, and that is of
making = doctor the Coroner. e heard a lot of tolk in
vesterdsy's meeting of the House in lots of questions in
which we were told that we were-following the practice in
England. I think this is an area that ought to be considered
of having a doctor as =z Coroner, this seems to be now the
genersl praciize In Englard eni I think there is a lot to be
said for it because they sre particularly sulted to sit as .
Coroners in cases enquiring into the deaths of people. I
don't thinx we need an Assistant Registrar of cooperative
societies, Mr Snvaﬁ“r, I do not think there is one but if
tiere is one it is lying very dormant but, anyway, I suppose
once the law is being passed we might as well provide for it.
Apart from that, Mpr Spezker, I have little further to comment
on the Ordinance but we welcome, I think, the idea of
spreading the responsibility in the administration of justice
and this should help quite considerably to deal with the
. number of complaints that one’ hears today. Thank you.

HON CHIEP MINISTER:

I would 1like to make clear that the ides of the Assistant
Registrar means of course that if there is one Registrar
there will be one assistant but it isn't intended for each
czse in which the point is made that therz has got to be
an Assistant Registrar beczuse there is not a Registrar for
eazch one, it covers all the province of the Registrar as av
vresent. With regard to the guestion just mentioned by the
Lezder of the Opposition about the question of Coroners and
paople with medical experience, it is truc that in England
they have doctors but they also have people who sre both
medically and legally qualified and that, of course, is very
-advantageous. The difficulty about this, I have a little
experience of this becsuse I was Deputy Coroner for many
years, the difficulty aetout this of course is that the
¢ffice of Coroner is combined with that of Mapgistrate be-
czuse the work of the Coroner is not that much to have an-
other person to do it. Perhaps it could be tried in having
a Deputy Coroner who would be a medical practitioner and
. therefore make the: inroazd into the practice in that wiy. At
present the Dezuty Coroner is the Registrar, just to quote
another of his many hats. That perhaps could be considered
but the difficulty then lies in the gppointment because if
it is going to be a medical prsctitioner who is in private
.practice then of course the numbers who could give evidence,
iridependent evidence, in mgny matters in which there were
Governsunt officzrs concerned giving evidence for the police
and so on in inquiries, the nurmbers at present would be very
limited who could be inéependent-and who could be free to do
so. I see d-fficulties in it and slsoc of course that the
Deputy Coroner must have some element of judicial training
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in addition to having a medical treining even thourh he may
rnot be strictly spenking a quoalified lewyer. It is a point
that one should Xeep an eye on but my experience, snd I have
a little experience of that, in England becouse of the

- numoer of cases involved, Coroners and solicitors and/or

barristers and medical practitioners mainly excepnt for those .
who nave devoted thelr lives to the post of Coroner which is
full-time job in some big areas and of course get virtually
legally qualified in the course of thelr exgerience.

MR SPEAKER:

Could I ask the mover to clear a point. In section 1 the
Ordinance-is called the Administration of Justice Ordinance.
If it were to e called the Administration of Justice
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Ordinance would that not dbring to
the attention at least of practitioners that it is an amending
Ordinance?

HON -ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Spéaker, this is a point I had glven some thought to. By

your leave may I takeé}nto account in my reply?

[
‘

¥R SPEAKER: ) !

i
: i

That is why I have raised i%,'most certéinly.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

K4
Thank you, Sir. In reply, Sir, I really wish to dwell
primarily on the question of presentation. I tske the
poin%s that have been made, I understand very clearly the
need to ensure and the general desirability of ensuring that
each subject has its own Bill so that the subject being-
amended is clearly understood snd the subject can be
addressed as.a single measure and I can give the House an

‘assurance, Siv, that I will use very great discretion in

proposing to the House a measure which combines several
topics and as I have said I would only do so where I can
see a clear theme and where there are also advantages by

- way of practical convenience in presenting it in this way.

I would also assure the House that I will be most sensitive
to any expression of concern about a Bill which' may be
thought to unnecessarily seek to bring matters under a blan-
ket heading. I do think acministration of justice as I hcve

"said before is a matter which in a sense is well established

or has long been established as a common heading under which
wvariocus measures of law revision can be brought. I did give
specific consideration to whether or not the title should in-
clude the words "(Kiscellaneous Provisions)". The reason I
omitted it, Sir, was this, that to my mind it rather detracted
from the common theme of the Bill. I reslise that on one
point of wiew it may be said to draw attention to the fact
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that various nqt ers are belﬂ? arended. TFrom another »oint
of view I was keen to stress the common theme of the 5ill
which is the adainistrztion of gu"tzc and on balsnce I did
not include the provision. I think pe eople who sre dealing
with this subject matter of law revision, 1f I mey sey this
without causiny any offence, I think wo ulc tend to be
lawyers and I think it is well recognised in ike profession
that there 1s a general heacinr "iéministration of Justice'.
But one way of making quite LlCaP what 1is hapnening, I think
is to ensure that in the index a measure of this-nature is
indicated as affecting other Ordinances.' The erex which
has just come out of course dozs no®* do this becazuse this.
Bill is before :he Houss and that Index taxes effect as from
the end of last yezr. I will make a note I think for the
fubre ad &= Law Clerx who is responsible in the Tivrsi instance
for the Index will make provision so that 1t is very clear
wnat en Administration of Justice -‘Ordinance is doing. MNr
eaker, 'so far as the registrars are concerned, I think I
should reliterate ‘that th ere is, indeed, no commitment to
gppoirt further officers tut a5 the Horourable and Lecrned
Leacder of the Oppcsition has himsel’! observed there is
nevertheless point in containing thuese provislions bescause
they do or periaaps more actively they shoulé avsid the need
for an assistant registrer to go back to a Registrar and
obtain formel encorsement for what he has. done which of-
course is time consumins in itself,., I hoge I am not taken
amiss if I say that whether ithat will happen is something
nich will have to evolve in time and I think it would need
time for an EQSLJtﬂht registrar to take over fu ﬁctloﬂ" and
éo the., c¢evelop confil cercn‘cnd cenfidence at them dut in
ti
de

me I woulé hope that i= i lesad tc the more rapid

spateh of worx in regist: . The only other matter 1o
which I weuld refer, Mr Speaker, and 1t-is rezlly Jjust to
enter a mild reservation. I note the point made about
doctors being coroners ana from my own point of 'view I would
eatertain some reservetions, I don't mean that not in a con-
structive sangvn it is a matter I would 11ke to think about
and present my views to the CGoveranent, One of
tne advanisges of a periondical Bill of this nature 2 think
is that it gives the cpportunity for matiters like this to
come up to be considsred snd when we come to presenting a

rther Bill on.the administration of ]usticv, the question

o; dOﬂtors veing coroners is a matter which we could hdve
looked at in the' reantime. Thank you, Mr Spe2aker.

ut the cuestion which was resolved in the
he Bi]l was read a second time.

o

¥r Speaxer, I beg to give notice that the Committes Stage
end Phird Reading of this Bill tc taken at a later stage
in the meeting.
This was. agreed to.
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THE SUPPLEMEWTARY APPROPRIATION (1979/80) ORDINANCE, 1980

HON FIﬁxNCIAL AND DEVELOPKENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I hnave the honour to move that a Bill for an Ordinance
to apply further sums of money to the service of the year
ending 3lst March, 1980, be read a first time.

Mr Speaker then put the question which wes resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill was read a first time.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

¥r Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the RBill be now read a
second time. The purpose cf the Bill is to apprepriate, in
accordance with section 65(3) of the Constitution, a further
sum of £5l1,,390 out of the Consolidated Fund and to appro-—

riate, in accordance with section 27 of the Public Finance
Control and Audit) Ordinance, s further sum of £248,L66 out’
of the Improvement and Development Fund. The pu“poses for.
which these sums are required are set out in detail in the
schedule of Qupplenentary expenditure which I tabled at the
commencement of this meeting. Mr Speaxer, Sir, I beg to
move .

¥r Speaker then Invited discussion on the general principles
and meriis of the Bill. There b€ing no response Nr JSpeaker

then put the guesiicn which was resolved in the ‘affirmative

ané the Bill was read a2 second time.

FON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third

'Readirg of the Bill be taken at a later stage in the meeting

and with the lcuve of the Eouse today.
This was agreed to. . .
HEON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

¥r Speaker, hefore moving that the Heouse resolves itself into
Committee I woulcé like %o “°auegu, heving considered the
points rais=d ydstcrray by the Honourable Members on the
ounos‘te side in relation to tnb Trade, Licensing (Lmendment)
Bill, 1550, I would not propose to seek that the House re-
solves into Committee to desl with this Bill today but,
rather that it be left and taken at a later date. N

¥R GPETAXER:

Iet us be clear on one thisg. Are you stggesting that this
particular Bill should tske its Committee Stage end Third
reading at the subsequent part of this meeting?
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10N CHIEF MINISTER:

Trat is pight., Having rogor ussion we had yester<
day in pwr.icuiar ir thg &sg ng, a point which had
not OCuUPTud t us, nhich of steted at the time is

any way to interfere
wlth tLe rlghu of ¢reccum of prirnting or the expression of
views cr opinions, we are trjlng to 7ind a way where we can
protect the trade thst we consider should be groiscted in uvuch
;ay that it will not in any way leave it subﬁec+ to licensing

ne publication of nswepapers and so on, it is really commercial
»rinting that we were concerned with In orcder to'give us a
litile more time to be able to grepare en zmendnment which might
well be acceptable to the Opposition and of which when we are
ready I'will give notice to ny Learned and Hon Friend the
Leader of the Cpposition, we would lesave this to the tail end
of the second part of this meeting arfter the budget.

CCUMITTEZRE STAGS
HON ATTORNZY-GEIERAL:
8ir, I have the honcur to move that this Houaze should cesolve
itself into Committee to consider the following Bills clause
ty clause: ’ ’

The DPpice Contrsl {Amendmernt) Bill, 1980;
The Peasions (Amencment) Bill, 1980;
Trhe Administration of Justice Bill, 1930, anad

The Bupplementary syppropriation (1979/80) Eill, 1980.

THT 'PRICE CONTRCL (AMENDLENT) BILL, 1580

Clanses 1 to 5 were ssreed to and stood part of the Bill.

and stocd part of the Bill.,

13980

EQIT ATTORNZY~-GENERAL:
Sir, Wexbers will recall that when I, a2t the second reading
of this Bill, referred to the fact that so far as 1nhLVULLa1
perscnnel in Government were concerned there would be repula-
tions teing nade complemerting the weasures contained in whis
Till to ensdle the 2 tinz of salery incredses Tor pension
purposes. I think, Sir, thet it is desirables In the inierest
of consistent treatment thet there should be the procedural
echenism whereby +hose two matters can be brough:c into
force at the seme time, in other words, Whareby the regala—
tions and the Ordinance could.be brougnt into force on the

7.

same cay. I have referred to the fect thut the reguletions
reguire to be submitica for approvul tc the Cleercviury of
State. For s I thgrelore propose, Sir, that
clzause 1 Dbe ollove: by being rentmbered g5 sub-
ciause (1) se and by &Cding to clsuse 1, a5 50
renumbered, g subclause: Y(2) This Ordinsnce
shall cong into opera aticn on a dzte to be appointed by the
Governor by notice in the Gazette.” A similaer provision
vould be inserted in the regulations that would then enzble
both measures tc come inio force simultaneously Sir, I
move zccordingly.

¥r Svesker proposed the questioﬁ in the terms of the Attorney—
General's uamencment.

¥r Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
Ifirmative and, Clause 1, as anmended, vwas sgreed to and

stood part of the Bill. .

* Clause 2 was agresd to and stood part of the Bill.

Tmhe Long Title was agrzed to and stood part of the Bill.

LHE ADNI RATION OF JUSTICE BILL 1980

Clauses 1 to 23 Weré agreed to and stocd part of the Bill,

T"he Lons Title was agreed to and stood'par% of the Bill.
THE SUPPIEYENTARY APPROPRIATION (1979%/80) BILL, 1980

Clause 1 was sgreed to and stood part of the Bill.

Schedule

nsolidated Fund - Schedule of Supplementary Estimates
Nc L of 1979/00. » ..
Item 1, Head 2 - Custonms

HON ¢ T RESTANO:

. I would like an explanation on the overtime payrents under-

estimated, Can I Znow hf&u those savings are in salari es°

KON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNYENT SECRETARY:

¥o Speaker, ves, it is savings on sslaries. There is azlways
on salaries a cepta:n emount of slippaze, posts not rilled
immediately they tecome vacant, that is where the seving
arises ca this. .

-&48.



Item 1, Head 2 - Customs, was sgreed to.

Item 2, Head L =~ Electricity Undertaking ' .
KON P.J -ISOLA:

¥r Speaker, have the incresses in fuel been due to

pricss
the hirher c¢ost of fuel for tre old genersicrs as opposed
to the new generators, in other words, have the prices of -

fuel used in the old generators gone up more than the nrices
of the fuel used in the newer section of Aing's Bastlon?

EON DR R G VALAXINO: ' : .. :

Mr Speak=r Sir, the FCA takes Into account both oils used
at the King's Hasticn, This is a gen eraiised increase in
the cost of boih oil prices and as I have seid in the last
report the price of the ¥C& has cone down and we gave a

3
detailed exula“auicn as to why 1t had come down. 3
TN P J IS0LA:

I az= nct tal?ing of the prices coning cown, Xr Speaker, what .

I am really esking is how far is the increased cost atiribut- 'é
sble to the uce of the.fuel in the old gererators in the old. Y
¥Ying's Bastion Generating Station. Eow is this divided up?

FCY¥ Tx R G VALARINO:

Mr Speuaksr ir, tre percentare as laid dewn in the law is .
in the rat of 10% to S0%. At the momeni the pc%centave

is slignily different and the percentage is over the 1C%

for the light fuel. The actual- figu“ed I can find out and

give to the ‘Hcocnourable Memser.

v A MY ) LA AT AVROLPA TR 7 LT

2

Is it possibls thst the increase is as puch as 50}"7 Is that

hov everysody iz affacied in Gitrelisr, by over 50%? Could :
s . 3 . N o i
he give me an explenation &3 to how this comes about. :

mention nsr= that the in-
; N

which is somewhatl
which in fact happens

re is e 52.2¢% increase

(S}
© \O

.
ESCRITRS

st AR L

over the amouni. The Income Tax Office public utiliiy cost
is only 165, ther ¢ is the hospital fuel increase which 1s a
L7%. i“crease and the guOlLC utility cost uncer recrecation

ang. sport is I’Ow. I just mention these [igures wcross the
beard to LnuLCuhe that it is very d*fficult. 1 mysell when

I got tvhe supplémentaries, was try;ng'uo find o comisen factor
for increcses in wages and the actual cost of oil étc, but it
is difficult to localise this because of the different usage
in different depariments of electricity, water and telephone
and you cannot estimate accurately. -

Item 3, Kead 5 ~ Fire Service, was agreed to.
M t
Iten I, Head 7 — House of Assembly, was agreed to. .

Item 5, flead 9 - Incore Tax Of flce, was agrPed to,

Item 6, Eead 10 - Judicial (3) Magistraté's and Coroner's
courts, was sgreed to.

Item 7. Hea —h ~ N dical and Public Heglith.

EON P J ISOLa:

Is this due to underestimating in the ocriginal estimetes for
1979/8C7

EON J B PaREZ

)

ic a slight underestirmation and the second rezson is due
o the budgetary increzses and also I think arising under the
Fo4 dormula that the amcunt has gone up snd therefore we have
sought these necessary supplementaries.. It is a mixture of
tothe. :

EON P J IS0L&4:s
¥r Spesker, in fuel’ there seems to me an extrsordinary under-~
estimatvion as well, there is a 50% increase.

ION J 3 PEREZ:

¥y Chzirmen, the Fuel ‘relatss to the heating at ithe hospital
and that is purchased Irom a local company here in Gibraltar,
that is purchased from Shell. That is fuel oil for the
boilers. . LN
. 40.



HON FINANCIAL AID DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

!
Nr Chairman, I would like to bring to the attention of
Honourable Menters that when estimates are prepared they are
prepared on current cosis, we do not build inflation into
the estimates to do so would be wrong because one has no
idea what the future inflation will be. The only provision
we do make iIs for increases in salaries which is done under
a separate head. So that it is inevitable, unforiunately,
in this day of high inflation, that oa such things as fuel
costs the.naterial costs there are supplementuries through-~
out the year to cover increased costs., I think that Honour-
able Members will agree that it is better that such increases
should be referred to the House by way of supplementary
rather than building them in.

- Item 7, Head 14 - Medical and Public Health, was sgreed to.
Item 8, Head 15 - Police, was agreed to.

Item 9, Head 17 - Post Office, Savings Bank and Philatelic
Bureau (2) Philatelic Bureau, was ‘agreed to.

Iter 10, Head 13 - Prison

HEON G T RESTANO:

¥r Chairman, can I have an explanation of what the escort
duties entail? ) : . -

HON A J CANEPA:

I% is the requirement by prison officers to escort prisoners .

to and from the court.

HON G T RHSTANO'
Lay I ask what transport 1s being used for that?

EON A J CAMLRA:

A van which the prison has. <

HOX G T RESTANO: .

Is local.transport ever.hired?

EON A J CANEPA:

No, the prison never hires transpori, they have a van which
hzs been adapted Tor purposes of conveying prisoners to
various places, to the court, to the hospital and working
parties ané also for conveying stores and the 'meals from

‘hospital to the prison are also conveyed in this prison van. .-

)-%»1-‘

HON G T RESTANO:

Could the Minister investigate that because it has come to
my notice that in fact local transport has been used. I
don't know whether this is true and I haven't scen it myself

" but it has come to my notice snd I would like to know whether

in fact, transport is being hired.

HON A J CANEPA:

If there has been a need as a result of the prison van )
breaking down I am not aware of it, it could be that reason
but it would not be the normal practice. The prison is able
to manage, by and large, with the van that we do have and it-
must have been on an isolated occasion that transport .may
have had to be hired. Transport is reguired every day for
conveying meals from the hospital to the prison so if the
van had broken down they might have had to hire transport.
It may have been met from the subhead of running of motor’
vehicles if there were some funds avallable there, otherwise
they may have had to reguest a virement from the Finanecial .
and Development Secretary. But this would have been done by
the Controlling Officer, the Superintendent of the prison,
without the need to refer it to me. ) .

Item 10, Head 18 =~ Prison,'was agreed to.

e Ltem 11, Eead 19 - Public Works

HON P J ISOLA: - L

Could I ask, Mr Speaker, on.this one, there is a similar one
in the next section of an officzer who accepts at last after

-',about 5 years, apparently, the analogue oifered by the

Sstablishment Division. Are thére any other people like
this still pending? It seems very.strange that it should.
take 5 years to settle the dispute of one officer,

HON A J CANEPA:

I do not think there are any other cfficers congerned.
There were two or three. In fact, there is one particular
officer who had not accepted a pay settlement going back to
1970 in the days of the IWBP administration. He did not

..accept the second Marsh award and until fairly recently, I

think, until the advent of parity, he did not accept and !
therefore there were very considerably funds involved. I
think there were two or three cases of people who did not

. accept the analogues offered to them under the Scamp report

and I have no knowledge of any other. I may be wrong but I ~
do not think so. If there were to be any others it might
just be one or two nore.

)-‘2'



HOM 2 J ISOLA:

¥r Chairman, I thank the Minister for that explanation dut it
seems to me 7 bit odd that there should have becn even an
officer from the time of the second Marsh award, that officer
wust obviously had other means. If this sort of thing
happened I presume the Government had a look at that too, I
mean about hls other means.

HOX & J CANFPA:
I am sure that it is being investigated generally under the

investigations which the administration are carrying out
following the complaints by the Chamber of Commerce. '

Item.1ll, Head 19 - Public Works, was agreed to.

Ttem 12, Fead 21 — Recreaticn and Svort

HON P J ISOlA:

Here the orlg*nal estimate was £5 500 but supplementary
requires another £5,500, this is IOOp. Is there any parti-
cular reason for this?

HON E J ZAMMITT:

’ﬁr Speaker, this refers to a meter which was not read for a

nunber of years, funnily enough, at the Stadium and they had
been using water without paying for it and it has got to be

met, '

“tam 12, Head 21 - Recreation and Sport, was sgreed to.

Item 13, Head 22 - Secretariat, was agreed to. .

Item lh, Head 23 — Telephone Service

HON P J ISOI..A.

" Can I asX how many telephone trunk operators there are now,
temporary end otherwise?

HOX DR R VnLhR;YO-
¥r 3peaker, on this vote of, Publlc Utlxlty Costs £2 »390, this
is t“e additional elecur1c1tj end water and it is also the

edditional telephone allowance for the seven tempora“y tele-
phone operatorg. .

Item 14, Head 23 - Telephohe Service, was agreed to.
L3.

AT IATE T

Iuem 15, Head 26 - Treasury, was agreed to.

Ttem 16, Jead 28 ~ Pay Settlement

HON P J ISOILA:

This 1979 pay settlement seems to have been remarkably well
forecast by the Government at the last budget but if I
remember rightly it was forecast on the basis of an increase
of 10% on average. This would seem to indicate that with
this supplementary the settlement seems to have been of an
order of just around 1% on average. Is that the case and
if not what 1s.the reason for the supplementary provision
now being sought being only £130,000°%

HOXN FINANCIAL AND DAV“LOPHMNT SmCQETARY

¥r Chairman, the original figure of 10% “as, in fact,
adjusted before the estimate went through to a more prec1se
figure on indications from the United Xingdom settlement
which- we had before the final figures went through and that
is why we have been able to be so accurate on this.

Item 16, Eead 28 - Pay Settlement, was agreed to.

Improvement and Development Fund. Scnedule of Supplementary
Estimates No L4 of 1979/ 0. : . o

Ttem 1, Head 101 - Housing
HON G T RESTANO:
What are the additional works being carried out?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE :

It is not any new work 1t is just that they are working
faster on the schedule.

HON G T RESTANO:
When will the project be completed?

HON M-K FEATHERSTONE:
The project will be completed we hope by July or August.



HCY P J ISCLA:

Could I ask, generally, on this estimate, is the figure that
.we are voting in all which 1s £248,466, is that an amount -
that will go into the revised es timaues of expenditure for
1380/81 in addition to the figures given to me yesterday -by
the Financlal and Development Secretary?

HON FIN NCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

This increase was taken account of in the revised figﬁres
that I gave the Honcurable Member yesterday. :

- Item 1, Head 10l - Housing, was agreed to."

Item- 2, Head 104 - Jiscellaneoﬁs-Projects

HCN G T RESTANO:

hﬂ Chairman, may I know if the whole of the North Gorge
ogtel is now ;ully occupied? .

HOMN H J ZANUITY:

Viith the ex¢eption of two rooms that are being earmarked for
the Vietnamese refugees every- other unii is occupied.

HON-G T RESTANO:

Is it krown when these refugees. will come?

"HON CHIZF MINISTER:

Thé merbers of the committee mainly concerned with this have
gone to EZngland over the weekend to see and interview people
and to explain the limitations, what is available and so on
and will then deecide (a) whether there are two suitable small
families who coul come and (b) whether they want to come, I
believe they are sometimes very selective. One of the members
of the committee is actually in the United Xingdom now and it
is for that rezson that these two mnits have been left open

- without allocation. .

HCN G T REUSTANO:

If it drags on for too long would the Government consider
making use of those two rooms for loczl people:who might be
in sore need, perhaps on a. temporary basis, rather than
leaving them vacant when there are people seriouslv in need.
or housing? .

L5.
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HON CEIZF MINISTER:

Once the decision was taken one had to honour it and there
has been delay for a number of administrative reasons at one’
ené and I thinkK by lack of realisation of the problems in-
volved by these very well intended people who are dealing
with this matter but it cannot lsst much longer because as I
say at this moment the selection will be made or will not be
made and if it is not made, of course, the Minister has got
enough pressures to be able to fill it otherwise.

HON J BOSSANO:

I am abstaining on this vote. In fact, I belleve that the
hostel should have been retained as a hostel, I think I made
that point at the time that the Government was considering
what use to put it to when it obtained the property after the
DOE project in Europa finished. I feel that the retention of
that place as a hostel for immigrant workers would have re-
leased more property in town which could.have been used to
house Gibraltarian families and that retaining it Tor its
original use for which it was designed and equipped would

not have involved additional cost there and this money would

" have been better spent elsewhere. However, I understand

that now that the people are there the money has got to be
spent to make the place as habitaole as possible but I am
&staining on this .one.

Item 2, Head 104 - Kiscellaneous Projects, was agreed’ to.

item 3, Head 106 - Government offices end buildings

.

HON G T RESTANO:

What are these increased interest charges?

EON .CHIEF MINISTER:

The payment of the capital sum by agreement with Cable and
Wireless was made on a basis of regular yecarly payments and
sibject, of course, .o the minimum lending rate and that of-
course has altered. . '

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Chairmen, isn't it cheaper for the Government with present
interest rates to pay the full amount, it wasn't that much.
To pay another £8211 in increased interest considering ‘the
cost of Mercury House, I would have put it to the Government
to pay the capital off. It seems to have a lot of unspent
funds. .

¢ V ) l;6.



EON EINAHCIAL AND DEVELOPYEXNT SECRETARY:

¥r Chairmzn, in order to pay the capital off we would have to

borrow money in order to pay that on commercial loans paid in-

to the Improvement &nd Development Fund so we would have to -
pay interest on that bill.-

EON P J IsOla:

As far as local funds are concerned the Government estimated
it would spend a certain amount in the current year from the

Irprovement and Developrment Fund. It has fallen far short of -

"what it said it would spend on local funds so I would have

thought if we voted this expenditure last ysar the funds were .

"there available. How is it that this money would have to be
vorrowed? I would have thought it could have been one of
. these virements that you do.to reallocate funds.

' EON FINANCIAL AND DTVELOPLENT SECRETA {Y ) ‘
¥r Chairman, Sir, the funding of the local element of the
Improvement and Developzent Fund for this -year included

" borrowing from the commercial sector of £23m on which we

have to ray interest so that any switches would have .to
come Trom that fund. '

EON A J HAYNSS:
Lr Cha¢rnan, could the ¥inister explain to me the nature of -

the works end what is meant by ‘continued' with regard to -
money to be allocated to the peison? .

. HON A J CANZEPRA:

These are the works wnich became necessary following on the
cisturbance last August.

EON A J HAYNES:

.When it sayscontinued does it mean that they have been
intzrrupted? - .

EON A J CANEPA: .
Yo, it means that the 220,000 of supplementary provision

wahich was voted by the last House of Ass=rb1y was in-
sufficizat.

HON 84 J HAYNES:

Does this work then havs nothing to do with worxs previonsly
*n action or under way belo*e the riots?

L7,
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HON A J CANEPA:

That is guite right, in fact, we had £20,500 provided
originally in the EZstimates which we had to subsume because
the total cost of the work that became necessary'following
on those disturbances and the fire and so on, has been in
excess of £40;000 and therefore what is 11&e1y to happen is
that in the 1980/81 Estimates under Government Officers and
Buildings, I will have to come to the House for what vir-
wually amounts to a revote of funds which were earmerked in
the current year for certain purposes and which we haven't -
been able to use for that and the work still requires to be

done so I will have to come to the House for funds for those
things.

HON A J HAYNES:

Does Government envisage in the future allowing briéoners to -
Lelp in remedial works or other works in prison?

HON A J CANEPA:

Not remedial works of this naturé which are fairly skilled.
They help in the general upkeep and tidiness of the prison,
whitewashing it, painting it and so on,,unskilled work, but
work of this nature required rehabilitation, rebuildlnb, in
fact, of cells and facilitites and 50 on they would noi be

able to Goe-

Item 3, Head 106 - Government Offices and Buildings, was-
agreed to.

Item L., Head 107 - Port Development

\HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Chairman, ths is 8 surprising item because to the naked
eye nothing much seems to have happened. I know the tender
has been awarded, I know that has happened, and we know it
is confidently exnecued that reclamation will sctually start
but where, can I ask, have the £500,000 gone? The £500,000
and £190,000, that is a total of b690 000 in this ¢¢nancial
year, can I ask how that money has been paid out please?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

£250,000 was the purchase of the steel which is here lying
on the jetty if you care to go and have & look. It canme
from Luxembourg not from British Steel. ITf you also care
to inspect the area carefully yocu will notice that at one
corner you can actually see sand and this is sand that has
been put in from dredzing operations and the whole of the
basin.has had its floor lifted approximately 10 to 15 ft,
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this was qulte o consicderavle amount of money on its ovn.
There i3 also the temporary jetty that has been built across
which is goinz to be the Yasis for the actual piling. I-
think all these things put together make up the total amount
of money. I anm surs the Honourable Membepr 1s happy that we
are worxing faster than was anticipated.

"HON P J ISOLA:

“Yes. I am, but can the Fonourable Minister assure me that in
fact all this money has been paid up? -

HO¥ M K FZATEERSTONZ: o
It will be befcre the end of this month becaﬁse.we have the

" 1111 coming in now.

HON P J I°OLA

ey Chalrnan, the bill is coming in now, can the Minister
explaln what that means? Has it been posted from somewhere?

HON ¥ K EEATHER TON=:
No, Sir, the bill for'each month is sent in near the end of

the month and it 1s paid accordingly. You pay the work as
it is done. .

HNPJ ISOLA'
. The Webruary bill'hzs come in or hasn t it come in?% -

t

EON N X FEATHERSTONE:

The February bill is the one coming in now.

H0N FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPYENT SECRETARY:

If I mey, ¥r Chair"an, the Yarch bill up to last Friday has
. also besn recelved by telex, it.arrived.on my desk and the
linister won't have seen 1t yet. When the Honourable Member
a:xs has this mcney been spent yet, the enswer is that of
the aaaltlo“al £150,000 only-£20,000 of that has been paid

over, it would be quite improper of us to pay over the money’

without the House huving voted it. I.signed a supplementary

warrant for the £20,000.

EON A T 10OLDO:

1¥r Chairman, seeing that.this work is prccaeding at such a
cracking pace perhaps we could know the completion date.

Lo R

HON M X FEATHERSTCNE:

I think if the honouraole Member will cust his memory back
to question time, I said late December, 1980,

Item 4, Head 107 -~ Port Development, was agreed to.

Item 5, Head 109 = Public Lighting was agreed'to.

Ttem 6, Head 110 - Electricity Service

HON P J ISOLA:

. We have something to ask,about this, First of all} could I

ask is this money being paid or has been pald to Messrs

- Preece, Cardew and Rider, are these the people who are gettlns

it? Question No 2, what for?

HON ¥ XK FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir, these gentlemen have been given the consultancy to
prepare the drawings, etc, for the Generating Station to be
situated, at No 5 Jetty.

HON P J ISOLA:

And this péyment; ¥r Chairman, is it payment in full or pay-
ment on account? What is the total cost going to be to the
taxpayer of this further power consultancy?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

This is a specific consultancy because they are doing the
actual drawings, the working drawings, ete, {or the whole
thing. I believe it will come to about £50,C000 to £60,000.

HON P J ISOIA:

Jdr Chairman, the Government considers that it is justified
in withholding from the public the report of these gentlemen
upon which this further contract is now bteing entered ‘into
with the Government and expects the Opposition to vote in

. favour of this, well we are not.

HON M K FEATEERSTONE: -
. . . AN
I cannot see that one ties up with the other. I am sure
that the Opposition is only too happy to hear that we are
going.ahead with our promised plans to put the new power
station as rapidly as possible. .
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HON P J IS0LA:

Mr Chairman, 1f these gruntlemen mude certain recommendations
in their report which wg have rot sesen and these recommenda-
tions were not followed by Governaent, presumably because the
Geovernnent did not agree with them, it is very difficult to
as< the QOppnosition to vote for funds for the same gentlemen
to drav up plans for Gibraltar when those gentlemen's recomm-
endations were not previously obviously followed or approved
by the Government. Until we see the Preece, Cardew and Rider
rzport we cannot vote a single penny in relation to this and
we telieve that the Government is wrong if it did not consider
it necessary or advisable to follow these gentlemen's recomnm-—
erdztions in their report of 1576, to engage the same gentle-
‘Een to carry on with this work.
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" HINISTER:

‘r Speaker, the leader of the Opposition wants to have his
uz%e and eat 1t ana he has been doing that ever since he
zme back trom the elections.: He mey get an indigestion one
ay. In the f£irst place’l think it is very unfair to per-
cnalise these persons and so on. - It is a firm which has
zen advising the City {ouncil in power and other aspects for
nuny years, in fact, they opened recently new premises in = |
rirhton and we were invited but couldn't go, of course, and
¥ described Gibraltar as one of their oldest clienis for
ny years end therefore they are a firm of great repute and
fer {o thex as Precce, Cardew and Rider, not as these
mzn or these persons, They are a firm of consultants
zl with cifferent metteors and they have édifferent
s .to deal with these different matters. The point is
ether the previous report was acted upon or not, a
situation has arisen over the years for reasons which
if the Honourable Leader of the Opposition is patient enocugh
he will hear in the course of the debate on the motion raised
by, the Ion Mr B3ssano in the Order Paper, and that is the
future of the power station. ¥e cannot expect to expand and
provide and meet all ihe criticisms about lack of power and
lack of Foresi;hi and so on if what we do is not completely
up to cate end it matters two hoots to us, with the greatest
respect, it the Opposition vote against this because it shows
theipr bed failth and nothing else.
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HCN MAJOR R J PELIZA: | _ -

I think the Eon the Chisf Ninister is being very unfair, fist,
in trying to make the whole thing personal which I think
dé=sn't do him much credit. We are not being personal in any
way with the fira of consultants. ’

.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I think the Honourable Member has misunderstood me. I didn't
say that and I didn't mean that and I am sure the HEonourable
Member hasn't understood it properly. I said that it is no

use attempting to speak about & firm of consultants as persons,
that we would razther deal with the firm of consultants by their
name and not personalise them in respect of anything to éo with
their work, only in respect of their consultancy. They have
been invited by us and therefore they are responsible people -
and they should be called by their proper name, that is all.

HON MASOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Chairman, it has nothing to do as to the qualifications, or
the quality of the work of those consultants at all., I don't
think that is the case that my Honourable Iriend raised. We
are being told now that we should pay for consultancy fees on
a scheme we do not know in what way that scheme.is related to

~the scheme that was originally offered by the consultants in -

the report. That is the point. That is the point, I think,
my Honourable Friend .was meking. That is how I see it. I
think that however much the Honourable and Learned Chief

Minister may wish to find excuses for not rcleasing that-

report, whatever he does, this I am afrai¢ is very much a
black mark in the attituée of the Government towards the
general public debate  in this House. I think that therc sre
consumers in Gibraltar who hove got to pay for the electri-
eity, who have got to put up with the black-outs and yet we
cannot get down to.the real reason ss to why this is happening.
I think that report must give a lot of information which I
think the consumers of Gibraltar are entitled to know and
certainly this House is entitled to know. There cun be
nothing there which is a military secret in any wsy or that
can harm the security of Gibroaltar. It is obviously a poli=~-
tical point that the Chief Minister wants to hide that I
think is most unfair and because of that Kr Chairman, on the
basis that we do not know what the situation is, on the basis
that we cannot accept that the procedure that the Government
has adopted in the past, that the procedure that the Govern-~
ment is adopting now, for the future, the way for instance
that the 5-megawatts engine was prodiced out of a hat at an
adjournment debate ané the fact thst the position as expliained
very definitely then that it would take 18 months and now it
is going to take 2 years and so on and so forth, all those
facts do not hold the argument that the Government is using
and makes it absolutely the duty of the Opposition if we
stand in any way for the people who have wvoted & us on this
side of the House, thst we shodld rot accept the payment of
this new consultancy that we cannot vote in favour of that-
until thai{ report has been released and we can deeide whether
this is Justified or not.
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HON M X FEATHERSTONZ: , :

I think as usual the Eonouratle Hajor Pella& has done his
Bull in a china shop act end has tried to or1n5 all sorts of
rs" nerrings into the situation., It is.quite a different
atter from the orisinal report to the situation today in
which the Government which gives the terms of references to
a consuitancy, has said: "lNow we have No 5 Jjetty available,
we have obtained it from the MOD, we want to build a power
station there, will you please tell us whether it 1s feasible
and if so druw up the plans ané working drgwirgs'. 'That is
.what has bsen. agreed and that is what we are asking the money
for. VWhait w2 are tryingz to do is ito go ahead with the utmost
dezspatcn and it appears that the Opposition which in one
breath shouts Tor the solving of the electricity problem on
the other hand *tries to be as delaying as possible.

- HON P J ISOLA: . :

Mr Chairman, the Opposition has rot delayed a single’ thing.
“we have been pressing the Government znd if we had not
pressed the Government in October last year the announcement
of' a 5 me garatt generator might have been -announced today as
a result of the moition of the Honourable dr Bossano, that is
a fzct. %e are voting egainst this, Mr Chairman, and I kKnow
he Wirister for Municipnl Services whom I have no doubt will
not te hluﬁcter for Municipal Ssrvices for that long, I know
" re coesn't care twoe hoots whether we do or we don't ‘e have
roticed in his attitude in this Eouse that he has never cared
ever. since the days the Governrment had a majority of 10 over
5 he has never cared two noots for what this.side of the
Houﬁe thinks so we accept that situation and we accept the
rrogant attitude of the Minister concernsd. But, Mr Chair-
rbn, de are not goirg to vote this money, we know this will
ns. lay the consiruction of the power suhulon, we are not
gol rg fo vote it as a r;rk o* pLoTic nrotest at the attitude
that the Governient is - } = in ccvering up .on the Preece,
Curcdew and kider rauort. . cause if the Ggvernment has no-
thing to hide we cennot se= why they couldn't make it public
30 thuat thers coulu be pubtlic discussion-and debate on this -
mest ingortant p=c~ of the conﬂun*.y and the survival of
tre cor“un;ty of Gibreltar as Tur as power is concerned. Ve
h.ove not bueon glve" % Food rsaeo“ e vere given & gocd
reazon oefore the e‘ect'o 13 tacatse the Chied Minister was
not going to put into, cur hands amnuniticn for the election.
Ye acceps that that dis & é¢irfficuit point but the elections

.:.

‘are Toun years ahead I thinz we are entitleé to know, I
think the public of Cibxaltur are entitled to know Vhat
theze recommendations contsin d whzt they sre before beling

asked to vote blindly further monzeg and we are doing it as
a mark of protest.

HON CHIZF MINIGSTZIR:

If the Oppositicn did this as a mur of protest they woulc 4o
it in the ususl parliamentery manner by snbgestlng a reduction
of 210 but not againsit the whole thlng.
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concerned.

HON P J ISOLA: ' E . .

It is for us, Mr Chairman,- to decide how we do it.

MR SPEAKER: ‘

As I understand the vote that we are considering now has now-
thing te do.with the aciual report of Preece, Cardew and -
Rider but on the rerort and the consultancy fees as to the
viability of instelling a new Generating Station, 1ls that
correct?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
That is right.

¥R SPEAKER: ’ . .

I think I have been very liberal insofar as these matters are

HON & BOSSANO: .

Mr Speaker, I welcome the provision of this sum in the supple-
mentary estinates as a first step in the urgency that I am
urging the Government in my motion to adopt in the inirovuec-
tion of the new service and I shall therefore be voiing in
Tavour. I respect the rlbht .of the other XNenbers of.ihe
Opposition to choose to make this a mark of their protest at
the non-publication of the previous report and I agree with
their view that the previous report sholld have been made
public just like I have done on previous occasions disagreed
with both Gevernment and Oppsotlion about the secrecy surround-
ing the Working Paries and the Strasbourg talks and gll these
things. I believe that the DuOPlE of Gibraltar should be as
fully informed as possible and at the same time I helieve that
lembers of the House of Assembly should, in Tact, not atiempt
to gain political advantage out of every posgiole mistake or

‘error of judgement on the part of the Government otherwise I

think the parliamentary sysitem con be madz totelly sterile.
It is a view that I. expressed.during the electicn campalgn,
it is a view that I still hold and a view which I will adhere
to in conditioning ny votiing behaviour zné my views in this
House of Assembly for the next four years,

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

It is very good to hear the Honourable Mr Bossano who speaks
vith a sense of realism and not a sense cf pique as the -
Honouravle the Leader of the Opposition but I would remind

him that other reporis have not been given in the past tkhrough
secrecy ard I think the IWRP kept the Beeching Report very
much up thelr sleeve.
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raen, moy I Jjust say thet I welcome the support that
ossano gives tc the publication of the report and I also
1core hls new found interest in providing a new Generating
tetion. I can only suy it was perhaps a 'pity that he diad
not attend the derzte that we hazd in Ccticber on this matter
especially the motion of censure on the Minister for not
carryiny on with propsr planning of our power reguirements
vut, anyway. I welcome thHat the Honourable kKr Bossano- now

coneld :rs thils wmatter an urgent ore in the sames way as we do.’

But let me assure him that in voting against the fees for
power consultarcy we are doing it becauss we feel it is the
orlv way thazt we can bring and keep in the public eye the
need Toy the publication of the Presce, Cardew and Rider
keport.. : .

i3 d Dna<er then put the guesticn and on & vote being taken on

Iter 6, Head 110-- Slectricity Service, the folloﬂlng Hon
Ve roe“s voted in favour:

The J Bossann
The A J Conepa .
. The W X PFeatherstone

The 2ir Joshua Hassan : '

The J B Perez

The Lr 2 G Valariro

The X J Zammitt .

The 1y T Hull

The R J Wallace o .
The fcllewing Hon Yexbers veted against:

The Hon A J Eaynes

The ¥on P J Isola

Tne Ion £ T Loddo

The Forn Major R J Peliza .

The Hen & T Rsstano .

“he Hon W T Zcot

Tre following Hon Xexbers were absent:

» I Kbecasis
cn ¥ajor P J Dellipiani

e
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Item 6, Head 110 - Zleciricity Services, was passed,

The Schedule wes agreed to and stood part of the Bill,

Clanses 2 to L were agrecd to and stood part of the Bill.

The Lon:r Title was sgreed to and stood pdrt of- the Bill.

. THEIRD READIKG

HON ATTORNEY-GENERALL: .
Sir, I hzve tke honour to report ithat the Price Control
(Amendment) Bill, 1980; the Pensions. (Aucrdmcnt) Bill, 1980;
the Acn*n:surgulon of JL&ulCe 3111, 1986, and ike -Lonleﬂen—
tary Appropriation (1979/80) Bill, 1920, have been considered
in Committee and agreead to, in tbe case of the Pensions
{Amendment) Bill, 1980, with an amenament, in the other cases
without amenqment and I now move that they be read a third
time and passed. ’

Mr Spegker then put ihe guesiion which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bllls were read 8 third time and passed.

PRIVATE KEMBERS' XOTIONS -
HON J BOSSANO: . -

I beg to move that: "Nhis Kouse considers that the provision,
of a new Genersiing Station must be treated as g matter of
urgency and that work on th¢s project should siart in the
financisl year 1080/81." Mr Speaker, the position of my

Party regarding the Droblema we huve been fucing in the
Genersting Station is, in fact, that ene of the things theat
can fundamentally be said to be wrong in the woy the present
eleciricity supply cannot ke maihtained continuousliy .is, that
there hss been insufficient emphesis placed on the long term
planning of the economy of Gibvreltsr, gZeneraslliy, end thet in
the case of the Ccnerating Stetion hecause of ithe obvious
impact that deficlencies in planning have on the mazintenance
cf electrical supplies, ple are more conscious of it but
that in fact it is a sympiom of an overall policy apnrOaca
which we have urged on the Government on a nurnber of occesions
ané which we hope the Government will Te plzaeing more emphasis
on perticularly once the input outputi ’*GGJ f'or the ceconomy of
Givraltar 1s completed. Clcerly, the provision of a Genereoting
Station and the planning of a Generatling Stuilon should nluy an
integral nert in an economic plan becouse one rust 1coX @t pro-~
jecticns into the future of demcnd Tor electricity and plan a
Generating Station which would be able to expand consistent

with anticipated demands. It is obvicusly not an easy thing
to be sble %o look into the Tuture with o very high degree of
zecurzey and onec can in eny Tuture plenning mcke a mistake in
one of twe o**eoflon' thet is, one can over providc Tecili-
ties or under ovide them so, clcorly, whet w eeld is &
development pr "“amme for Givbrsltar's economy vhﬂcn can _adjust
to changes in the world economic climate or to changes in the
internzl situation or other factors aLlcczlnm Gibraltar's
ecconomy. Therefore the Generating Stuticn in itselfl, alu ough
sur concern, the concern not Jjust of the Nembers of the House,
tae councern of every houserolder in Gibrs 1t5r,1s to bavn a
reguler uninterrypted supply of electricity in terms of the
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econony of Giﬁraltar the

Goverrment responsibility for the

rcle of the Ger;rating 3iztion znd tre provision of’elcctrl-
city must be vitelly inportznt in terns of iits impact on
econcric activiuy. let ze say, M»r Speakxer, that the motion

has teen put in the 1anbuﬂge that it has been put because
its purpose is not to apporticn blame for past mistakes or
shortcomings out to ccocrcentrste the atlention of the House
and particularly of the Government on the necessity to
prcceed to rectify matters in the shortest possible time
corsisient, I think, with not rushing into something and
tryirs to patch up @ provlem touay which will only create
more protlems in the future which sometimes in a situation
of crisis, sometimes we tend to maxe that sort of mistake in
Gibrazltar and find that we have stored up much more trouble
.for ou rselvea in the Tuture and what we have solvedin the
imrzeciate term. Therefore the urgency that the matter re-
quires is becausze whut it carnot allow to do is to stay in
suzpehded arimpetion because then the situation can only
deteriorate. The position in the Genersting Station of
which I have quite a lot of personul xnowledge becsuse of my
involverent as a Union officisl representing the labour
. force erzloyeé there is one whers peosle are working under
extremely difficult cornditions in terms of their physical
environment snd it hes to be understood ‘that an unpleasant
ané Gifficult werking environment militates against
*atlohc and we teni to talk sometimes about industrial rela-
industrial action and not really understand the
~rmirologj thot we ar:z using and therefore one can have a
ituutlon where there is not a dispute, where we do not have
claim beirg sutmitted on behalf of the workforce and the
workxforce w1undrgy‘nb thelr labour either totaily or in part,
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beczuse thers 1"n't a ﬂi¢0ute, znd nevertheless people working
in a sitvation re not happy and becausé they are
not nappy there is fric lcn between management and workers
where people's nerves are on edge because therée is a lot of
noise, the place is dirty, equipment breaks down mere fre-
quently than 1t ouzht to, spares and tools are not easily
available and this creates 2 situstion where you cannot get
the best out of people bescause they are worxking under pressure
which should not exist. That has got to be understood and
trzt has been a sroblenm that everyene in the Gener tlng
Stution is ccrnscious of znd is trying very hard to put right.
e can rzZze a cor*r;cutlon in helping to do that which needs
to be dore until such time as onle nove into a new and
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r rking environment, We can all help to do that by

not trying to exacerbate an alreacdy difficult situation and

vlere ecch other “or the mistakes of the past although

hat inevitably it is the Government that nust bear

nsibllity just like they bear the responsivility for

LETY t to muke public the repori and hsving chosen

a v on that report. I believe that the Govern-

resy ons;billty for its own decisions and is

hem “nd I have no wish to run the Government
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from this side of the House, all I wish to do is to be able

to persuade them sometimes thet it is in their own interests
to take one particular course of action rather than another

but they do not have to take my advise all they are required
to do is to listen. I commend the motlon to the House.

ir Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon
J Bossano's motion.

HON M X FEATHERSTOKRE:

Mr Speaker, basically we welcome this motion although it has

a slight error in it. It is suggesting thzt work should start
in the financial year 1980/81 and I am happy to inform the
House, and I am sure the Hon Nover of the motion, the work has
already started. Following the visit, a week ago, of a tean
from Preece, Cardew and Xider, one of the suggestions that
they made that was necessary in the provision of the new

power station was a certain amount of in-{illing of sez in

the North East corner of Ko 5 Jetty and this Tilling is al- -

ready under operation. With that reservation, of course,
wnich I am sure the Hon Mover will be very hsppy to accept,
it is obvious that we consider that this work must be treated
and will be treated with the urgency it deserves. We &re
2lready preparing the tender notices for the trisl holes on
No 5 Jetty and this tender will probably appear either this
week or next week so that the informution cun be relayed to
Messrs Preece, Cardew 'and Rider with regard to the situation
for the working drawings of the actuasl building. The building
will be the commencement of a power station. It will be
built, in the first instance, to house three engines but it
will be capable of extersion in the future and the intention
is "to build the beds Tfor the <Tirst two engines, one engine,
of course, will come and the whole thing will te phased over
a period of 3/5 yecars with the first part coming in by the
winter of next year and then progressively improving on that
and then, of course, the second phase cun come in which the
whole station Is actually incressed so that the eventual
object is to close Gown the King's BRastion North and South

‘Stations and move to this new site. At the sume time the

Preece, Cardew and Rider team are looking into the question
of further desalination plunts and the intention there, of
course, is to try and use the waste heat-from the Generating
Station so as to feed ‘he desalinating plent and get water as
cheaply as possible. I do not think I need to go.into much
further detall orn this but I would assure the House that
every urgency i~ being putr into this =nd we hope to start
building in Septenper. It will, take g lifttle time to get
the working drawings and the tenders through but as the
Fouse can appreciste the Government is treating this with
the greatest of urgency and althoush the moticn asks us to
do so I once again reiterate we are already doing it.
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ECY MAJOR R J PZLiZA: . .

Nr Ipesz«er, I think that the mction is really a follow-up of
what happened before the Election. The gusstion of the
shortage of electricity, the lacz of capaciity, whatever the
Governnent mey say, is tasically the cause of .the trouble.
It 'is not because we have X nunber of engines with so much
czpaciiy that we have got to interpret that capacity is
-available, it all depends for how long those engines can
meintain that capacity. I the state of the engines 1s such
thai breakdcwrs are occurring, and this has beszn seen during
the past, it is, ¥ think, living in dreamland to suggest that
the capeacity is there wrhen in practice it has been proved
over months that ihe capacity was not there and thet action
skould have been itaxen to ensure that whatever capaciiy we
spcaz of was practically aveilasble and not Jjust s number of
fizures on paper. Therefore, what my Hon Friend lr Bossano
iz really doing by introducing this motion, however much he
mey not wish uo attack the Government, however much now he:

is taking the role of the wmellow politician, however much he
ray give the impression to some pcople that he is going to
cross the floor, I know he will not, bit his attitude might
give that impressicn, Mr Spesaxer, however the attitude may
e and whatever he may say, this is criticdal of the Govern-
rent. Otherwise there would be no need to tring a motion
that thls must ve treated with argency. Yhat Mr Bossanc
tviously is sazying is that there was lack or urgency in the
pzst on the part of the Government and that he doudbts wheiher
this urgzency exists today othnrvise there would be nc need to
. d .
t

<
move this notion.

‘r Speaker, on a point of order. Is there provision in the
anding Rules for one Merber to speak on bekalf of the lNove
stead of the Jover spyeaking himself? . :
. . .,
LR .
that ‘the person who holds the floor speaks on the '
n before the House he can direct his attention to
part of thut questior he chooses. In fairness to
sone, we ere-spoeaking about the future and not the past.

what I am speaxing abocut, and I think I am entitled to do .
this, 'is provinz thzt by pointing out those matters that ny
Fon Priend has prought out, one is being critlical of the -
Gover=rent. I am just explaining what I consider the motion
to be., If the Fon and Learned Chief Xinister doss not want

me %o comment . . . . .
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No one is entitled to inhibit the right of Members to speak,

3 other than the Spesker, for good reason. I do not think that

has happened in' this House ernd I do rot -think it will happen.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I know you would not .allow it, Mr Spezker, but that does not

deter other MNembers of this House to attempt té do so.

Carrying on with the motion as I see it, I think that we can-~
.mot, as laymen, talk sbout a Tuture plan of eleciricity with-

; out professional advice. I do not know how my Hon Friend on

- my left could possibly meke a Jjudgement of what are the re-
guirements of Gibraltar in the future without a report . . .

MR SPEAKER: : .-

S ‘Order. Ve have had our say on that Repori end we are going

3 to speak on the motion and nothing else.

HON MAJOR R J PRLIZA: ‘

Let us forget about the report, whatever the report may say.
£11 I am saying is that in my view no ore in this House. -

' except perhsps my Hon Friend on my right who happens to be
an Blecirical Engineer and even so ne would hsve to have all

the facts and the expertlse to project what is reguired in

.- Givoreltar and which is the test place to put these engines
znd how they are going to be placed and &ll the rest oi it.

o 0

[ o . ihe future reqguirements of Gibraltar one should bass ones
argument on some technicsl fects and planning which we have
nnt got. I think it would be very useful to this Eouse,

what we are debating here today about the urgency, because

it is no good really doing things in a very fast way to find
that we have done the whole thing upsice down in the end. I
think that however fast we move it is imporiant tha: at least
we should xnow where we are going and when we make & decision
that we do so with knowledpge of the techniczl facts. This
side of the House have not got it. I believe that my Hon
Friend on the left has not got it either. A1l he is doing

is talking generally but I think to talix generzlly is not
going to be that useful in a constructive way. Therefore,- -
I must urge the CGovernment again to ndrcduce the facts that
uiave led them to decide that this generator is going in the
place that it is going and what it is going to fulfil.. Trot,
we do not know, Mr Spssker. It has not been made public yet.
Ve have heard about where the holes are going ané all the

rest of it, how the bed is going io be lazid, etc, but that I
do not believe ic the kind of information thet will lead us

to make a decision on the projection of the needs of Gibraltar
in the future and how best this can. ve fulfilled. MNr Speaker,
therefore, I think that this motion may well reguire some
amendiag to bring out what I believe are the real necessi
that will bz required for the MNembers of this House to ma
intelligent decision on this matter. :
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HCT DR R G VALARINO:

I welcome the notion pul forward by the Hon lember on the. .
provision of a new Generating Station. This is the policy

of the Government and I anm glad that this is reiterated by

a Mesber of the Opposition, Mr Joe Bossarno, who has talked
o&uSlDlj and honestly and not like the Leader of the Opposi-
tion who is obviously canvassing for azhother four years and
dces not know what he is talxing about half the time. Sir,
~there are some paris in this report which are highly tech~
nicel end therefore I crave your indulgence acr I may have to
read them for the uwenefit of the Opposition . « . « . -

HON D J ISOIA: -

. If the Fon Member is going to guote from a reporu should it
not be lald on the table? Perhaps it could be circulated,
Mr Speaker, and then we could save him reading it.

Mr Spezxer, the Leader of the Opposition is really attempulng . k
to atuss kis position as Leader of the Oppocsition. It is K
perfectly Droper for the Xexber to ask permission to refer to i

his noteg without any nautJ comments and this is really not
helping in the zood conduct of the House. If the Leader of
the Opposition has come here now as z prima donna to take . . ;
ovzr ths place of Mr Xiverras znd to emulate him in the : |
elerment of time givcn to his speeches, then we better prepare . ;

ocuszlves for stch an ordeal for the next four years.

he .

KR SPEAKER: ’ ) .

I think the Fon Minister dié not make himself clear as to . :
wrich report he was referring to. He has now clarified the

ratter and that is all zhere iz to it

QN P J ISOLA:

¥r Sceaxer, I have a perfect right when somebody refers to a :
report to speakx on it. The Stznding Rules of this House say :
that spzecnes will not be read and it iz by the indulgence
ol the Chair and the Chgiv, if I ray say so, is exXtremely
indulgent in this respect as far as Covernnment Ninisters are .
concerned. - . :

P

IR SPRAKER:

ink the Chair is extremely indulgent in every respect.

ti
et us continue the aeoa*e.
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, the rcport I was obviously referrin; to is nmy
report and none other and I have craved your 1nuulgence.

" ¥R SPEAKSR:

To the extent that you will be using technical phraseology
then you are certainly free to quote frqm your report.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

As my Hon Colleague on ny left has al“eadj sald preparatory
work connected with the deaan and the uraw1ng up of specifi-
cations and preliminary site investigstions is alrehdy in
hand. This is the first time that uhe Gibraltar Government
has engaged Preece, Cardew znd Rider directly and not through
the Crown Agents. This will not only save time but money..
Two of the po»ential tenderers have expressed an interest in
the project and they have estimatedl7 months end 12 months
respectively from the time of order to COmmlSQIOHl“b of 2
nominally 5mw generauo Therefore, the gppesrs to be
justification in sta ulng that 18 months is the mosi optimistic
date by which the initial stazge of this project, by that I
mean one generator, could be completed. The Chief Minister
has already stated in a previous speech that the new engine
will be in operation in time Tor the winter of 1981/62,

This is, however, imtrinsicelly linked with the developmen

of a new Genevcting Station. The new set will be the first
engine of u“e new power station. This will be designed so
that- future extensions can be provided as they become necessary
as ny Hon Colleague mentioned. Obviously, this will incur
further work and the date has had to be put slij;htly back to -
winter 1981/82 where the demand will be most needed. When we
provide the potential for future expansion to meet this EPOWuh
we shall maie the best use of all the hest availsbj;e. This,
ineviz Jbly links power development to watler desalination.

The Hon the Leader of the Opposition has mentioned prcviously
slippage. I think -if he refers to the relevant paru; we have
always talked sbout a new Smw engﬂne anéd we have not talked
gbout 2 new Generating Station. Obviously, in providing =

new Generating Station, a lot of further work is entailed znd
it is impossible to Jjust it an engine anywhere but it will
incur much greater building and associated complexes. 4s I
have already answered in the House, the consuliants,. wreece,
Cardew and Rider, hove been eppointed io the project and the |
development of a new Generating Siction on ¥o 5 Jdetiy will be
an important step in the developmernt of Gibraltar znd in -’
bringing continuous supply of electricity to our homes. I am
sorry at this stage that the Opposition Nembers have chcsen

to vote against the money ellocated for payment to the con-
sultants as they show a comwplete rnegligence ol the needés of”
the people of Gibraltar in developing a new Generating Station
whieh will be for their benefit. Obviously, they are election-
eering again but I wonder why they are electloneering since it

' " . 62.
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is i a Chief Mirister. Ve are very
defi Thne chicice of No 5.Jetty s the
site for o tain inherent adventages mili-
teiing in its this choice the possibiiity of
Gelzys. in the recl'. iznd elseswhere zan be ruled out
immediately and the oximit to a sez berih would
gllow a vescel esgu thg nocessary cargo handling
Tzcilities Lo disc ly aSScle°Q eﬂg*ne thereby
cutting down on bo ing and packing time at the manu-
facturer's works an on time at site. This possibility
represaents potenti ¢ savings in costs involved-in
issioning a ve akxe a2 spscial call to Gibraltar.
2t the terget cie it is the ainm of policy to gear all
esources owards canstructing he main foundations which
ccept the engine and it ries even uhough civil
:ering worss may still be 1n procress. The chances of
cess mirht be further en this engine were designed
r use with 2 rmaxircum of pra—fabr*chted equipreni. Let me
add that in tire, with the .complete changeover of the present
Generating Station to YNo 5 Jetty, a prime site will be left
in the middle of town for develogment znd possitle deconges-—
£l ine Ve re is rc ng much Turther for me

noc.hi'n
by the ¥Vembers of the
nd Ricer Report is merely
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t -orw*rd-looxﬂng motion of
caubse of spite of the Leader of
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me f;nallj dd that this development will be
step Tor the Future in Gibraltar end contrary to
ions of the Lezder of the Opposition. I hope that
or Municipal 3zrvicec I shall be proud to see the
Thank you, ’
e »
¥r Spe 27ul to the last speaker for giving us
the ot i ns ¢l The Preece, Cardew and Rider
zZeport 1ich wes term plizn for a ucneratlng Station
end g g us the te that they chose in 1976. e get bits
and piec=s of tha sort froxm tir 4 e will, of
ccurss, support the moticn ¢of the IHon Kr Bossano necsw.-~n
thirx it is a gelf-evident fzct that a new Gererating Station
must he treatec as a2 patier of urgency. ‘This has been said
in.this ¥cuse gine ctober of last yecar and vefore when the
incidencse of pover cuts made it clear to the Fon Members of
this Houzs that she Zovernnment dia noi have sa:f1c1gru
generat capacity. It @ only wfter scvere guestioning
froz o Colleagruss in the Democratic Party of British
>ibral the Government benchss, that we were able to
get fr the adzission that Preece, Cardew and Rider,
thzse cocnsultaniz, had tcld them as far back as 1G76
thot £ s g reguirerent for a new 5mw generator. It was
only o the Opposition fulfilled 1ts role cs an Opposi-
tien t s came out. XIf the Cpposition had acted, if I
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may say so with the greaztest respect to thke Hon X¥r Zossano,
in the way trat he suggests thet we shcoculs act, and that is
walt till the couniry is 1

n conplete carxess znd then put
in a mild motio saying; "Please cun we have a new Generating
Station", and the Government replies; "fou are all very good
boys, we will suppcrt this". If we had follc\cd that atti-
tude of Onnos*two“, Wr Spcaxer, the new Generating Station
wotld noi have been planned yet and no state“cnt: “ould have
been made by the Governrment and we woulc nave gone into utter .
darkness. That is a reality of politicsl fact and I can only
remind the Hon Mr Bossano before he.gels up to explain that I
heard what he said cduring the eleciion campaign aboit pro-
viding a real Opposition with his six mersbers and if this 1s
going to be the example of what he wmeant by a real Opposit ion,
I thinx it wonld have been better if he had told the public
when he was asking them to elect hlm to become a real Opposi-
tion, an Opposition of yes-~men.

HON J BOSSAHM

T have askxed the Hon Member to give way, Yr Speaker, 1o give
nim en oprortunity to correcct the misleading things he has -
been saying because I coulé have the lzst word and launch
attack on him snd not give hinm an opportunity to answer me.

I have tried to put a motion which is not being used either
as a censure motion on the Government or as z censure motion
on the Opposition. Hewever, i the Leader of the Opposition
chooses to support my motion by kir“ it a censure motion on
myseli then I suppouse I cgnnot stow nims It is & motion con-
cerned. with thc neeé for a rev energting Station ond nst
with his conduct os the Leader of ibhc Opposition or as &
Member ol thig House or h1 election campaizn. He cbn, il he
wishes, -on ¢very single occasion teke the credit for every-
thing that hes e¢ver been done or said in this House Tor the
Dcnocratic Party of Hritish Glbr; tar in the hope that in
Tfour years®' time he will be th when no doubt all the

thi "gs that he e he 1is go;nf uO éo cnu wnd

all the things he says should not be Lﬁna X one because
that is the way politicizns of his formation think and act.

I am not tellln him how he should act, I am just telling the
Fouse how I will act and I szid how I wou1d act in the eslsc~
tion canpalgn and I think people weré sulriciently impressed
ty what I tried to muke a very honest and sincere csmpaign,

to voie for me., I think I owe it to ithe people who <did.
But, of course, if he wishes to carry on in that vein 1t is
his prerogative. I will not uze my last opportunitiy to
launch an attack on him.

HON P J IS0IA:
\

U1 Speaker, I amn glad that the Hon Member hes ‘made his ihter-—

vention at leugih, I must assure him that I have nothing

further to say. L was not deing a censure motion on him but

i was replying to tre impiied critieism in kiis motion or the

way he put it Torward which implied a differcnt style of

6L ' .




ther ¥Yembers on this side
isn 15 str&ss on hip is that with
¥ o i

e ne well ¥nowg in other areazs in
Wl Coposition hus to be strong and
con =t we are doing now and I know the
minister for Municipal Zervices gets very angry whenever ve

:

attack hir, whenever we say he is doinz things wrong and the,
answer is to do it r-ﬁht and not to say things in this House
ard to give assurances in this House which three months later
re is zoing Tacx on and Ter thut he must expect criticlsm.
Coing o“, Speaker, with the motion, I tnln& the Hon Kr
,oougho, is an esxpsrienced polit cian as we all are here,
rust rezlise thot such o quick and ready acceptance of his
motion by the Goverrment shows that it was couched in terms
wiich zre very convenient to the Government and I equally
say, as mJ Eor arnd Gallsnt Fricnd Major Peliza said, that X

do bslis that the ¥on Xr Zossano was being critical of the
Covernr ant in puttins this wmotion. ldr Bessano's Party was
syl ad betiter put a motion down that a new Generating
3 put up ovecause if we co not putr it down they may
be! one", znd that is also a reasonable stand to take and
to 3 motion cf this nature down. 3But, Nr Speaker, we come
To t lidni ic Yiorrzs and he says Government was
alrzudy tre is up,enLIJ ¥Ee said: "VWe dié not
.need your 2ll doing it, we were alrsady
toeating i it ig to that aspect of the matier
that I wou iress myselfl and ask whether this is
tre caze. o 37 to go bvack on the past but I think
ane hat to re cuass of power development and one has to,
Mr Spezkszr, ;use Thank God the power cuts do not continve
every day of year. e do have respites, we do have periods
o time, for example, to the lead~up to the election when
there wsrz ao peower cuts and then we had power cuts znd then
we have snother period of time and then we have more power
cuiz znd it geens to me -and o course we cannot tell thiv
eczuse we havs not seen the Preece, Cerdew and Rider Report
Tut this sitvatieon is likely to continue until a new 5mw
cencrator 1s irstalled. Ve have sald this @hd it has been
ternied Ly Go rent spokesmen that this will be the case and
s hap: it hzp after the election. Eelore
istras T it would be 0¥ for Christmas and’
iz was 0OX - éo at what cost, Mr Soszker. Ve do
.MOL oW w: th were overvorked to rrovide a

iy ri L elcctions. Ve Géc not know

m:ether naL“uc“,Phe &3 neg ected in order tc have a con-—
tiruous supoly. e do not know whether overhauling was put
<.bacx in order to stpply elecurrt*'y‘ccqvlnuouely ti1l the
elections. Ve do rnot heve that information, we con only
ieculete sut we do know that L eﬂe were power cuts. Nr
Spsekew, we do AnCW there were power cuts and very
szriouz power cuts 1y two heakg apo and we do know that
there was 2 dis tstween the Governnent and the TGIU or
thre peoole who there os to thz causes of these power
cuts., e ac know that there was considerably di spuue and if
there is no dispute as the Chiel Minister is saying 'then I am
supre he will be abls itc accept the smendment that T am going
to projose to this moticn toczuse it is couched in the terms
of the TGWU con.un‘gue So if  there is no dispute he will be
atvle to delend himsell.
65.
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EOK CHIEF MINISTER:

sterday the Hon Leader of th :
Natto @nd putting him forward 23 wunigue and
supporting him.. This is the latest development in political
thinking in Givraltzr. PFirst of oll they try cnd i;et the
TGiHU to join with them in representations sbout the Estimates
and now he comes in ald of the TGWU when there is no dispute°
This is a fantastic develoament for a right-wing Party.
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HON P J ISOLA:

I always like to give wey to the Chief ¥inister to make all
ris interesting interventions ard they all require a lot of
reply but I will deal with them as we go along. I the Chief-
Minister would have waited, he is telling me he agrees today
with what the TGWU communigue said, yesterday the Minister
was denying that the Government agreed to what they-said.

HON CHIEP MINISTER:

I think he was using Mr Netto's report in trying-to help his
case against the Government and now I am telling him that
this is a new development beccuse he says thst he is putting
an amendment that will show that there is a dispute when tre
Union says that there 'is no dispute. DPerhaps, there is an-~
other aspect in this Pariy' s development to swing to the left,
towards Transport House.

HON P J ISOLA:

rd
Mr Speaker, I am dealing with the remsorkxs of the-.lMinister for
Public Works that the Government wes alreody tresting it
ntly. I am disputing that and the reason I am disputiing

it at this stzge is because I am proposing to move an amend-
ment to that effect and I mentioned the TGWU ccmmunigue be-
cause I was leading to the fzct that the power cuts two weeks
ago that were continuous and there was dispute. I was not-
an industrisl dispute, there might have
been as well, but I wes saying that there was dispute between
the Government and the TGWU or the men worring at the Gene-

rating Station as to the causes of the power cuts and tre
reasons Tor them and the continuing reasons for them. It has
nothing to do with the political colour of my Party. But, Nr
Speaker,.I should say I am lezding to proposing an amenarent
and so when I propose it I will probably sit down., The smend-
ment will be regrettlﬂu the lack of plenning and I say that,
Mr Speaker, becasuse I think it is necessary to remind the
Government and to gquestion the guestion of urgency on the
part ol the Government on their own statemenis and on their
own declarations in this House., 1In October we had power cuts
and as you will recall, Mr Speaker, we had a lot of debate in
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this House and z«fter the very unsatiufictory enswers given’
by the linister for Nunicipwl Seorvices who read & statement

T X do not Knew how many L that had no mention ‘of
uhe reed of a ncocw 5w b,nerhto" and our dissatisfaction with
it, my Hon and Gallant Friend raised the matter on the
adjournment. On the adjournwent .the Chief lMinister said
categorically and I will quote from the Eansard of 31

Octovber, 1%79, which is now, lr Spesaker, five months' ago,
he said: "Pirst of all l2t me say, when I was in the ante-~
room having a word with our City Electricel Engineer, I
heard trat the lon end Gallant lember saild that we were not
going to have an engine until 1984. That is absolute non-
sense, we hope that eighteeq months from now a 5my engine
can be installed which is rezally what is wanted for the next
three years". That statement was taken at its velue, coming
from a Chief Minister who had haéd a word with the City

es 101-

"+ Electrical Engineer following a very detailed report from

the Minister for lunicigzal 3ervices in this House who said
rothing about it but they were obviously ayprised of the
problem, they had the Preece, Carcdew and Rider report, this
statement was made. This was 2 statement that was reassuring
to the iemters of the public and to the kenbers on this side
of the House because at least we could see an end to power
cuts within a defined period of eirhteen months. It ic no
use the Minister for Hunlclpal Services coming here and
telling Gs that now tney are planning it, now they are
engaging Preece, Cardew ané Rider or have engaged them be-—
cause this hes to be planned carefully. e expect statements
in this House, ir Spczaker, to be planned carefully and. for
reasons to be given for them and for Miristers and Chief
Kinisters tc say in this House we will have this, it must be
based cn the fact thalt they have done the planning, that they
hzve corsidered = Dlﬂn, theJ huave got expert advice and they
krnow they cen do it. That is the res Jons*oillty thzt we are
entitled to expect from the Government in power. On 5
Dzcenber we asked questlcrs on this.asnd there was a lengthy

. question time end it bscare, as it always seems to doc when

the Minister- -for Municipal Services is involved in answering
questions, it became rather acrimonious but in the course of.
supplementaries, my Hon anc Gallant Friend Major Peliza asked

‘why ﬂas not this 5Smw enblre rentioned in the statement of the

¥inister for liunicipal 3Zervices nnd the Chief Minister said
trat what hzd happensd waes that the Minister simply omitted

tc mention that fact. He saild: "It was -an important fact and
I gave the fact as it happened and that is the end". - A Smw
generator in 18 months. And the ¥on MNinister for Munjcipal
Services who was questioned very Tlosely.orn this matter he
said in that debate, not today when he is telling us as if

it is scmething new that the three different manufacturers
have quntied tetween 12 and 18 months. It is nothing new, he
sz2id it on 5 Decenber, over three months ago and he said then
trat tke ordcr would be placed within three months, which have
now zone by and no order has deen placed Tor the new generator,
and when the Chief tinister said in thls House there was going
to bs a 5mw generator within 18 months, on 31 October, 1979,

ot
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* according to plan by the winter of 1961/82.

am I to imply from what the Minister for Munieipal Services
has said today that he did not. Xnow where il wos going to go
then and if he did not know where it was going to g£o then how
could he say we were -going to have one within 18 months? Ve
are not talking about buying a motor cur for the Public Works
Department, we are talking asbout s 5mw generator and I can
only assume that they did know where it was going to go other-~
wise they would not have said 'so. Then, the Kinister for
Municipal Services who was guestloned at great lengih, when I
asked whether he was confident that we would have it within

13 months he said: "I am not only confident I give the House
every assurance that we will have one". Didn't he know ihen
where it was going to go? 1Is this all something new? That

is why, and I hope the Hon kr Bossanoc will take, if he thinks
it is criticism of his motion, as an hcnest criticism of it,
this is why it is not just a question of asxing the Government

" to treat it urgently it is a guestion of censuring almost the

Government for not having given this the urgency thot it
obviously requires and for not having lived up to their
commitment to this House ani to the people of Gibraliar,
before the election, as to when the 5mw generator would ‘be

in operation in Gibraltar. Mr Speaker, how quigtly the
slippage occurred. How quietly it was introduced in the
inauguration of this House on 28 February, a mere four nonths
since the statement was made in this House that we would have
cne within 18 months, a mere rour months, and the Chiefl ’
Minister guletly says that we will have ithe new S acnerator;
The winter, of
course, of 1981/82 is like the Spring of this year as Tar as
the Varyl Begg Estate. Some people think tlie winter starts

in October and does not finish till April and others think it
starts earlier on, that is a matter of opinlon, but winter
1981/82, Mr Speaker, il we take one extremity of the winter
and call it Octolbier, that is two ycesrs from the date of the
statement less one month and if you tuke winter 1981/82,

take 1t to the other extremity, that is 2% years from the
undertaking and assurance give by the Chief Minlster znd con-

xfirmed by the Minister for Mun101pal Services in. this House

‘on 5 December, it takes it to 2% years. That is a serious
matter becausa pover cuts will occur again and we xnow it.
There is new development going on that requirdés new power.

I do not know what will happen when they get it. You have

got the XOD in the situation now thut ihe Governmeni for the
first time in I don't know how long has heé to pay-<the KOD

for the power it has acquired and according to the mathenctics
that we have done on this side of the House, very expensively,
but I may be wrong. We will ask for details at the time of .
the Budget. MNMr Spesker, all this slippage of & yesr is a
very serious matter for the public who have to suffer these
povier cuts. All this, and this is where I come back to . the
origins of the motion of 'my Hon Friend, lir Eossano, seems to
indicate to us on this side of the House, & lack of planning,
a lack of foresight. Not seems, if I may say so, it con-
vinces us because if the Preece, Cardew and Rider Report has’
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sald there 1s a 5mw gernsrator required in the next -three
yzars, all we can rely is on what the Government tell us it
szys, sut if we could sze 1t then we could Jjudge for our-
selves, but if it said thct then, surely, the Government .
rust have made planc with all these working committees ete,
of what it was going tc do and surely when the Chief Kinister
got up in this House on 31 Cctocber, 1579, hé must have known
what he was talking about and when the Hinister for Municipal
Services in December, 1579, said they would make an order
within 3 months, he must have known what he was talking about
and whet we Krow ncw is that they éid not krnow what they were

talxing abpout because it is only now that the consultants are ,.

being paid, it is now that they are being asked to design a
new power station and we have this red herring eoming across
of 2 new power station, we are now going to do something
better than what we said in Octoter and that is the reason
for the delay of a year. XNonsense, Xr Speaker, they had the
plans, they had the advice as far back as 1976 for the new
Jenerating Station and what the Cclober statement was isj

e know we need more power and we are giving it to you with~
in eighteen months". Of course, we all know you need more
'po ;er, it is nothing.new, the Governrment itself has sald it.
e huve been lambasted with the. year 2000.. Of course¢, I agree
with the statexzent of the Minister for Municipal Services that
it is impossible to it an engine anywhere. 3But why didn't he
. tell us this in Decerber when he rmade his statement and gave

. u3s &1l the assurances that it would be in within eighteen
nmonths? We. do not expect the linister to say you will have

an engine in and then not know where he is going to put it.

we agsurmed they knew where they were going to put it. Ve

were entitled to maxe that assumption. So, Mr Speaker, I am
going to move un amendmont to the motion and I will Jjust say
very few words with it to explain it and the amendment is

that the motion be amended by the addition of the following
words at the end thereof: "and regrets that due to lack of
planning, vision and organisation the generators’'are now in-.
- capable of meeting continuously and without interruption the
derand for power of the City". When I mentioned, lr-Speaker,
the TGWU which always .sgems to provoke a certain eruption
‘fror the Government benches, I am not trying to disturb in

eny way the close relationship that exists between the Chief _'

Minister and the Resident JIficer. The reason why I mentioned
the TGWU and agree with them 1is because we agree with the
statement made .in the comiunique of the Resident Officer of
nhe TGVU to the effect that the generators are not capable of
reeting the demrd becase of lack of _plaring, vision and organisa-
tion. T think this detute has illustrated this to the full
and the statements that have been made by the Chief Minister
o Octcber 31st and the Minister for Municipal Services on
5 h Decenter and 28th February and in this House today and
rat is wudt we were agreeing with with the TGWU. Ve were
not and I have not ottempted and it would have been extremely
eesy Tor the Democratic Party of Eritish Gibraltar to have
interfered during the recent power cuts in the obviously
volatile situation that arose between the Government and the
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Transport and General Workers' Union and we showed our respon-
sibility as a party, MNr Speaker, in keeping our rouths shut
about the dispute there seems to be between the Chief Minister
and the Resident Officer. We were worried, everybody in
Gibraltar was worried about 2% hour power cuts or does the
CGovernment expect the psople cf Gibraltsr to accept 2% hour
power cuts daily as a matter of practice and have to accept
everything else? We took the responsible way out of my Hon
Friend Mr Restano who has interested himself enormously on the
power situation and on the power problem to go ané visit. Ve
were not interfering, It would have been an easy matter for
us to have taken political sdvantage of that situation and we
éid not, we kept absolutely quiet. Coming back to the TGWVU we
sgree, the Party that I have the honour to lead asgrees that
the generators in the Generating Station are now incapsble of
meeting the requirements of the City and the reason that the
Resident Officer gives are the reasons that we have given in
this House and what we have complained sbout. We do agree and
we do wish to express regret in this House and we know this
part will be defeated but we feel we must put 1t forward and I
hope the Hon Mr Bossano will vote with us in this to express

*his own regret and then quietly accept our defeat on that part .-

of the motion and then go on to greater things with the i
acceptance of his motion which will of course have our support.
Mr Spesker,- I commend this anendment to the House.

{

Mz Speaker proposed the ques%ion in the kerms of the Hon P J
Isola's amendment.

The House resumed at 2,20 pm,.

At this stage of the proceedings .the Hon I Abecasis Joined the

Meeting.

3
Y

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Spesker, I propose, to speak on the amendment. I am glad in
a way to be’ aole to do'so because in order to be able to speek

" on the motion I will only talk about the.pzst. I shall talk

about the future in the substantive motion which is the one on
which we talk to the future. Insofar as the past is concerned
the amendment deals with the psst and I therefore limit myselfl
to giving a little historical background to the situation. I

think this is a red letter dJday for the Eouse of Assembly when

~ we see the right-wing party of DUPBG copying the text of a TGWU

communigue and incorporating it into its amendment because the
wording here follows exactly the wording of ¥r Netto or who-
ever wrote on hls behalf, I do not know whether the next-
thing we will see is any Member on the oppbsite side .contri-
buting to Gibraltar Libre or to attending meetings of the PSG.
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Anything lixe that can happen in Gibraltar. Anyhow, this is
progress. Ve P”oﬂ now where the sources for amendrments come
frem the pir Ht- ing marty of the DP2G. On the guestion of-
the past, the motion speaks about lack of planning, vision
and orgeniscztion. It would be very longz to go further into
the past but it is Tair to say that. all this hulabsloo came
around Octotsr shortly after a number of power cuts which we -
unfortunately suffered. After that the Minister made a very
comprehensive statement in the Eouse giving the whole history
. of the situation. There are aspects of that statement which
spoke atout the way in-which the matter was being dealt with.
Hz mentioned in that statement, in paragravhs 25 to 28, the
guestion of the joint venture of the Gibraltar Government and
the Ministry of Defence Working Party. I would like to say
that this is really one of the reasons, it may be 2 good or
it mey be a bad reason, but if it is a reason we have to
-state it In the House and it is for pecple to decide or not.
¥ach earlier than that, shortly after the arrival of -this
Governor, when the future of the power supply in Gibreltar was
discussed we were concernsd with two things, first of all with
the question of power and, secondly, with the question of |
water and whereas there hzd been plans for a power stntion,
the guestion of what kind of povwer station we would have, and
‘this is why the Preece, Cardew and Rider Report would have
glven a completely disjointed view of the matter if this back-
ground is not known,. the qupstion was posed rightly by the
_LOC“l MOD and by the P3SA ‘those responsible for the supply of
water and electricity for the ¥OD, and the gquestion of "the
_possibility of a joint Gibraltar Governwenu ¥OD Vorking Party
on power sunply was discussed by the Governor with me in
°nw+9"her 1978, that was at the time when plans were being
prepared for thn future of the’ power'station. 'the terms of
.referznce were drafted and agreed in October 1978, and they
were amplified. The first meeting of a Working Party was held
in Noverter so you see once it was decided that there should
be an attempt at a joint venture things moved very quickly,
far fror the days wher. there were cuts or anything, when we
were planninmg for the future. The first meeting ves 1 Nowmber,
1678. PFive forral reetings and a considerahle number of in-
forral technizal meetings were held. The “orking Party's
Renort wns submitteﬂ on 26 Ltnril, 1979,and considered by
Council o MNinisters on 23 May endéd by Gibraltar Council on
L June. mhe Yorking Party considered Tive on*ions, (1) a new
joint Givraltar Cove”nvnrt/ ‘0D Generating Station on the North
.Kole; (2) & new Givrzlter Government Generating Station on the
North Mole; (3) a n=w Joint Gibraltar Governrent/VOD Genera-
ting Stztion at King's E-stion; (L) 2 new joint Gibraltar
Co'ernvbrt/VOD ansrrtln" Station in the Naval Base; (5) Kibg 8
Bastion and the Inter-~Services GenaruETHE“Station to continue
as now. The Vorzing Party recommended option Xo.l which was a
rnev joint Gitraltar Governmcnt/roﬁ GPnerat*ng Station on the
North ¥ole ani mey I say that the VWorking Party consisted of
our engineers eni’enrineers fron the oSh and MOD. The Working
rty recommended option No.l and this was endorsed by Council
of Mini ters and Gibraltzr Council and after that the Working

!
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Party recommendations were sent with the recommendations of
the Gibraltar Govermzent to London ané sfter sore time the
recommendation wes rejected. by London on the prounds:

(a) that the present Dockyard power station is adequate for
MOD purposes and will be so for several years; zand, (b) the

.time—scale for the bullding of z new station is be}crd the

period for which MOD (Navy) are allowed by Treasury to commit
firancial resources, that is to say, that it was looking far
beyond what, according to Treasury standerds, 1 do not know
whether it is normal standards or under the present restraints
on capital expenditure for the future, I could not say thet

the reply was that it was beyond what the MOD (MNavy) are

~allowed to commit financial resources. As I say thiszs was a

general statement and it was not expounded having regard to

* present circumstances, that was the reccommentation. Then it

became necessary to study the construction of & Gibraltar
Government power generation, water distillation plant on the
North Mole which was the second option and the need to take
steps to reinforce the .generating capacity at Xing's Bastion
to meet the short-term needs was also noted. The Working
Party had observed that the implementation of the recommended
short-term solution, the purchase of a 5mw engine should te.
deferred until a decision had been ta¥en on the Iong~term
solution as the latter might influence ‘the choice of the
plant. Here was the Working Party saying: "II you are going
for this kind of recommendation, a final decision shouldé not
be taken on the purchase of the'5.7mw set until a decision
has been taken on the long~term solution as the latter might
influence the choice of plant®. But it sdded thzat any delay
which' eould prevent commissioning by December, 1580, woulad
not be accepted as nugatory expenditure would thus be in-

curred. .

HON P J ISOILA:

If the Hon Chief Minister would give way. 1 do not know’ B
whether this is a point of order or & point of practice. It
appears he is reading from a report which has not been laid
on the table of ths House. IT the Report is made available
to'this side of the House then by all means, but is it in
order for him to read from a Report that has not b861 laid

‘on the table 01 the House?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

¥r Speaker, this is the report and I asm rezding from notes
that I have prepared from the report to give the House a
semmary of it. I am paraphrasing part.of the report and I
am informing the House of events and not of policies. - I am
informing the House of the sequence of events of matiers
which are of a historical nature In the sense thot they have
happened in this' form.

72-'



KO0Y P J'ISOLA:

I 3i3 get the irpressicn fron the way the Chie? Minister was
talking, I znow he was not azctually quoting from the physical
report, but he seemed to be quoting verbatlm from contents of
the report.

HON CHIZF MINISTER:

I can confirm that because this has been prepared for me,
naturally, and each time where I have said somethlng in
brackets it says (para graph L, on page 8 refers), so really
it 1s not the report, it is a Secretariat note that has been
nrnp"red for me for ure nu“oose of the hlstory of' the matter

.. Lt is no use cominu to tbe House end suggesting the lack of
planning and my not beinsr able to -say what has happened and
in tre-'way that it hus happened. I am no guestioning the
wisdom of the report.or anything, I am quoting the fact that
there was.a report and I am saying what I think the report
recommended for the purvoses., It is not only a summary it is
a couple of pages of notes to which I am referring. It is
1nt=rest1ng beczuse ©y intervention in the adjounrnment debate
which was based as I stated on urgent advice I obtained but
the text of which I was only sneahlnL entirely off-the-cuff

as Merbers will remermber, it is interesting because this was
surely in my mind, this queotlon of where the engine was going
to go being a very important factor in the whole question is
reflected in whast I said at the end of my intervention in that
devate and I am quoting from Hansard because I had not remen-

bered angd this has been broui-ht to my notice by my colleague.

the Minister for Municipzl Services and as you all know I was
speakinﬁ entirely off-the—-cuff zfter having come down from
speaking to the people concerned. I guote: "Anyhow, 81l T
say at this stare is that the guestion of the installation of
an extra engine be it at ¥Xing's Bastion where I would not like
to see it but where it may have to go in lieu of the old
engines that will have to be scrapped albeit somewhere else,
.a new engine of about 5mw can be and will be, we hope, in
opzration within 18 rmonths at the most from aoout now'. A
lot of weather has been made this morning about whether it is
18 months or not, in fact strictly 18 months would not be when
tke engine woulc be really required because 18 months, oa my
understanding, would take us to April or May and about that
timne there would not be any need to supplement and what we
say now 1is having rererd to e-ﬁeﬂ_s°j_9f circumstances that
it will be in operation for the winter of 1981/82 and my o
ur“erstaﬂl**: of the winter of 1981/82 and you could strictly -
ay thst it will Dbe in operation for that time even if it had
core witnin the 18 mqnihks, is from about September/October,
1931, that is the winter of 1981/82 and not October of the
follovirg year and toke 2% years as the Leader of the Opposi-
tion is trying to make..

T3

_EON P J ISOLA:

If it is April, 1982, it is 2% years from October. The
‘winter of 1981 was the date when-it wss promised, tke winter
of 1981/82 takes us, using your own words, takes us to April,
1982, which- is 2% years. .

HON CHIEF MINISTER

The winter of 1981/82 which.is what I ssid, is October, 181,
onwards. . The arrival of the engine within 18 months would
have brought us to April, 1981, when it would not really have
been as necessary as in October, 1981, so that the urgency of
the matter, the fact thct there may or may not be a three-
month slippage in the operation of the engine, is neither  here
.nor there. In any case the statement was made on - -the advice I
got and I said we hoped, because we know th:t there abe matters
in this respect, in Tsct you hope to get sometimes a letier
from London within three days znd it tukes two months and

- sometimes you get it the next day but be that as.it may,. I

think in the general context of the question of suypplies to
Gibraltar it will not he of any substantial or even important
or any difference at all whetker the engine is working in May
or in Qctober because it will be for the Septerber/Octooer,
1981, perlod that the engine will be requwred. I do not want
to tread on the future becaqae I om spcaking on the amendment.
-On 31 October which was when’ the statement was made by the
Minister and the matter was rgised on the adjournment on 1
November, in reply to Question No 195 on 5 Decenber, 1979, the
Minister stated that discussions on the instsallation of a new
gencrator had been held in Gibraltar with répresentstives of
three of the major manufacturing Tirms, and we are now talking

- about what happened after the statement was made in the LKouse

about the purchase of a 5mw engine. This happened on 1
Novembier and st the Tirst meeting after thct which was 5
December, 1979, the Minister reported progress and stated that
v discussionson the irstallation of a new generator had been held
‘in Gibraltar with representatives of three of the major manu-
facturing firms. chre°entat1veo of anotrer firm would te
visiting Gibraltar shortly, he said at the time, for dis-
cussions. He added thst it was hoped that fermal terms of
reference would be sent to the cohsultants before the end of
the year. That would cover both the short and the lons-term
protlem which he 'said were obviously inter-related. It was
hoped that an order for the new generator would be placed
within the ensuing three months, ie by early larch. The
dissolution of the House occurred on 21 December. In accord-
ance. with normal practice the Government does not take major
decisions between a dissolution and-a pgereral elcction. Eow-
ever sure we are that we are going to get back, we never  do it.
Despite that, the necessary consultations continued at official
level and because of the importance which the Government -
attached to it, the matter was dealt with as I announced at the -
Ceremonial Openlng of the House on 28 February et the very first
meeting of the Council of Ministers held after the election.
That was one of the first things that the new Government did at
the first meeting of the Council of Ninisters after the electiion.
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At thaot meeting the Courcil decided that the consultants

should te formally anrzointel to carry out the designs and pre-
pare specsifizations in crier io invite tenfers and place an
orier within the time scule cripinzslly envisaged.. I know that
-a2ll this must be very untleasant to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion but thise tre Tuctz. The consultants visited Gibraltar
early in YNarch end they werz instriucted to proceed. Tenders
will te invited, it is heped, by May and-an order will be
placed by.the end of June. Here, I just want to say this
purely for the recoré because I do not want to get into the
future’ erd away from the amendment but, certainly, it is rele-~
" vant insofar as to say that there has been lack of planning,
vision and organisation in the question of the power station.
Tren in a2 statement to the press on 1L Mareh, I stated that
.the new engine wculd@ ve in operation by winter next year. The
question of a new power station has also been discussed with
the consultahts and it hes been ' decided that the new engine
wculd-be the first engine to be installed in the new power
station and that the latter-would be designed in such a way as
to provide for future extenzions as they tecame necessary.

Even iT thers 1z slippage it is expected to be in-the order of
three nenths from ny Lirst estinate of fipril, 1931, but these
arigse TIrom the eztent of the work that iz necessary following
the cecision to have a new Generating Station as distinet from
. 8irply installing one engine which would have been much simpler
in a way but certainly not as satisfactory as a general propo=
sition, The other point thut has been raised about disputes

at the pover stetion. What we have to take into account is
first of all in our conczpt a dispute between a Union and an
ernrloyer arises when the Union rmakes o claim and the employer
dozs not meet 1% and then a dispute is declared between the

two then there is artitrzticn, conciliation, or whatever it ise.
Whzt has been the case and I rade a statement at the time is
thut there hove been difficulties in connection with working
conditions and an element of diffieculty of undeérstanding in N
certain aspeets ol werk hut it is net as a2 result of any of -
the conditions of which we are accused by the pamphlet of Nr
Hetto which is c-opted by the Leader of *he Opposition that

at no tine hove we spid thgt the power cuts are purely the
result of trhat nor In fact-ecan it be sald that it is only
purely 23 a result of the enzines, it is a matier of circum-
stances that have ariszen. It hcs to be remembered that this
power station was storted in 1898 at King's Rastion by the
Government znd then passed over to the City Council who run

it rezutifully until 19€% tut that condiiions are not ideal,

it ic 2 bastion gnd the rrowth of the demznd for electricity
hes teen such that King's Bastion lMorth is fully occupied with
enrines to take it to its fullest use and therefore conditions
of work there are no:t ideal 2nd thst is one of the factors that
can make conditions of worlk much more difficult in the ordinary
sense of the word that wculd otherwise be the case. Fortunately,
instezd of tokir: the rather abrasive and explosive approach
hat ¥r Netto took, the attitude of the men has been much more
reasonatle and wirking methods have been evolved whereby condi--
tions have improved in the output a2nd people are generally as
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happy as they can be in the difficult circumstances in which
they are working at the power station. I weuld like to say
that we have hud specizl werk to be done irn the lust two week- |
ends and 1t has been done with greaot satisfcction and with
great enthusiasm by the men ané with the best possible indust-
rial relations between managemcnt and-men. To introduce into
this devate acrimony about the trade unicnistis and the employer
is really to attempt to throw coal into the fire and try and °
create more animosity about the difficulties that have been
experienced by the people and making political capital out of
difficulties that people have had to put-up with, a thing which
is very unfair and it i1s beneath the dignity of this House that
Members should take that kind of stand in matters. :

" HON P J ISOLA: . .

That is an unfair allegation to make. I tock great trouble to
say that what we agreed with in the Union communique was this
part that we have adopted, that the situation in the power
station is due to lack of planning. I delikerately said that .

".,I was not intervening nor did we intervene at any time either

then or now in any dispute there msy have been between the
Government. and the Union. I think it is unfair of the Chiefl
Minister to say here that I am bringing in the Union. What I
am saying is that as to the causes of the power cuts we epree
with what the Resldent Officer has said. We hsve been saying
that ourselves since Getober. If that causes embarrassnment to

the Government I aml very sorry.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

We were talking this morning end people's memories are net so
short. When I said that there was no dispute he questioned

the matter and sald: "Of course there was dispute that was the
reasons for the cuts", that wss the Leader of the Opposition..

3

AON P J ISOLa: . ’

No, that is not so. I specifically told the Chief Minister
when I vas referring to a dispute 1 was referring to & disputie
as to the causes of the power cuts, I made it very clear and
I am sorry he is going along these’ lines beceouse it just does:
not follow what I said.

HQOM CHIEF MINISTER:

Well, it may ve that I have misunderstood him but certainly on
this side of the House wé had no doubt in our minds and having
regard to the support generally beczuse the reference 'to the
statement by Mr Netto was not in respect of the motion only,

it was referred as a whole ané there there is very explosive
stuff. Anybody listening to the Lezder of thc Opposition wouid
heve thought by the way in which ke wes spesking thei he was
supporting every statement ihat the Netto commurigue conteined.’
ALnyhov, if <that was not his intention snd he says so now I
accept it but that is certainly the impression he gave us this
morning. : ) R
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HOY P J IS0

I was not cz2ncegrned with thzt.statement, thaot is what I am
sayirg, but what I am concerned is with that part of the
statement and I took great care on this.

WR SPEAXER:

Yes, I have to ccnfirm that the Leader of the Opposition most .
certainly stated that all he identified himself with insofar
as the statement mades by Mr Netto was concerned were the
causes for the present position.

HOX CHIZF MINISTZIER:

"I am sorry, Sir, but the statement must be looked at as a
whole when you refer to it znd it is very difficult to say:
Brhpee lines that I am goins to put intd the amendment are

the conly things that I support". It can be tactically correct.
on the one hand and give the impression that it may have meant .
tc zive in another. Eut if in fact that was rot the impressim
that he wanted to give I accept that. Be that as it may, it
shows thut the auestion of the Sutire-supnly of power in
Gisrslter has been the subaecb of sbudy and concern by the
Goverament for a lonz tize. There 1s one other aspect of this
thet has also brought scme delay into the matter and that was
thot if in fact we were roinc to go for our own new power
station in the port arez, that ws.also ought to go as was men-
tioned this morning, for desslination but on that score no
plans weuld be tade snd thevrefore the whole of the thing was
rezted for a while while we decided on this issue was that 1if
in fzet the result of the drillins for watcr wes very success—
.ful, ané we were told by the consultants that it was a 50/50
chznce, but if in fact we did really hit water in a big way - -
thzn the question of desclinatien would not arise and the

- cazitzl value of that sspect of it weuld hnve to be recon-
siZersd bacuuse it weunld be at sny time, we 46 not know the
results yet, but it would be ridiculous ir we really found a

- rezl 700; source of woter by 4drilling, to spend a lot of money,
in distillation which even on ths basis of harnessing the ex-
heuist heut of the generators, the zost of production will al-
ways be high and the cgpiisl cost will be hirh so that for .
these rezsons, Vr- Sp,gkep, we regnct the amendment with indig-
naticn end we, of courss, will vote ezainst it.

HOY VAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Spzaker, no doubt the Chief Minister 1Is quite an expert at
bolting the stable Z2eor after the horse has run away. That is
whet I gz=ther from wha ne s=zid here today. So much so, that

I éo not think it is worihwhile spending too much time commenting
on what he had to say. All that he has said he could have said a
long time ago and this weuld heve enavled the Oppsotion to argue
perhans even on a stronger basis. Be that as it may, what one
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has to question is that if the report was available in 1976
why did it take two yoars for the Vorkinr Puriy to ntart
working on it? Isn't that @ long deley of two ycars? Isn't
that perhaps what we are suffering now? If in fact more

- urpent action hed been tzken at the tire the twe years that

are now causing zll the trouble obviously would not have
arisen if the time factor had come into play- two years before
because by now we would have had that generator in working
conéition. To say that they had a plan based on the Working ..
Party, to suggest that there were five alterngtives, I think
he said that one of the alternztives was the North Nole but I
understood later that the generator thut is coming is for

No 5 Jetty. Isn't that a change of plan? As I see it, Forth

. ¥ole is the furtherest out and No 5 is one of the pockets.

MR SPEAKER:
North Mole is the whole complex.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Fair enough, then there has been no change there.‘

HON CKIEF MINISTER:

At: the time it was in the Norih Mole area and subsequently it
has been identified aznd we have obtained agreement formally
from the MOD that it will be at No 5 Jetty in the.North Mole.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: .

I just guestioned it because it sounded rathér strsnre and I
wondered whether there was a change of plan beczuse there have
been many changes of plan and I wonder whether there will be
any more changes by the time we get on to the actual generator
being finally installed. To come eslong and supggest that an-
other delay was the fact that we are waiting for whether or
not there is going to be fresh water under the Rock, I think
this is really going too far. Surely, the answer is to put
our situation right on the question of .the electricity supply
which is what we need badly and then if it is not nccessary to
have another distilling plant we just do not buy it. In fect,
the pessibilities are that we are going to need another
distilling plant. I thirnk if you put it on balence I would
say there is a 75% chance that we are going to need more
distilling plant in Gibraltar not just beceuse the amount of
water we are likely to £ind will rot be enough to supply
Gibraltar 100% but also because the olé distilling plants
obviously are getting older and will have to be replaced so
I do not see qui e honestly the logic of delaying one becouse
the other. It does not seem to me from the Xnowledge that
I have that that would in any way have delayed the ordering of .
the generator.
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HOM CEIEF MINISTHR:

I 218 not sny thut. Whot I 5id was thet in the study of 'the .
whole question originall as to the nature of the power statim
one of the things that wos congidered was the site of the power

station gnd whether it wus going to have di'stillation plant or
not. In fact, theré 1s s question on the Order Paper which was
answered saying that until we xnew what the result of the
drilling was we could not talze decisions on future distilling
plnnt..

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

All the more reason why they should have.gone ahead even fasters
. I thought the way he put it, the .impression he gave me was that

..thzt was one of the thincs that had to be consifered and there—

fore if there was any delay that was one of the factors that
affected the delay. That is the way I understood it, this is
the reasen why I thourht he had-brought it out because quite
horestly I think it is g little bit at a tangent of what we
were éiscussing which 1is really the Smv generator.

¥R SPRAKER: .

I think the ¥on Member will accept, in falrness, that the
Chief HMirnister was saying that there was no lack of planning
because he was f*vinc .the kind of thounght and planning that
had tzken place snd he was glving that as an example.

HOI MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I do not think we can rcally say thot there could have been no

nlﬂnnlng et all, that would be ridiculous whatever Government ’

mirat be in power but I think there might have been some
mlnnning, that there was no decision'and this is where
cbvicusly one blames the Governrant above everything else.
First the dezision to stzrti the VWorking Perty in time and -
* finally having pot the answer from the Vorking Party, a deci=~
sion to order the gererator o2nd cet on with the work, This
is wkere I blame the Govarnwment, this is why we say lack of
visien, lack of capacity and all the other qualifications
the.t we say here znd I th*nz that it is onlJ fair that we
shoculd recret this lzck of nlanning, lack of vision and lack
of organisation. - I think they are all justified if we:-see
the results. Ve can only go by results, Kr Speaker, all the
other arguments that have bean brought out, lots of reports,
sore of which we are not allowed to see, all that is really
of little imporiance. Whaat really at the end of the day.
counts is whether the, Government is capable of making a
decision and making a decision in time and I &¢ not think
thzt the Government, in this instance, has done it.
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HON G T RESTANO:

I want to begin by “LfcrrinL to the accusition that the Chief
Minister- made this morning about  me personally that I had
gone to the Generating Station to make political caﬁ*tal.

iR SPEAKER:

¥ay I say that you have not contributed as yet to the nueatlon
before the House. You will have an opportunity to do that once
we deal with the amendment. We are dealing now exclusively
with the amendment moved by Mr Isola.

HON G T RESTANO:

1 find the Chief Minister a very difficult man to please. If

I go to the Generating Station he says thut I am trying to

make political capital., I would like to refer the Chiefl
Minister to his own statement on the motion on the adjournment
in QOctober when he-.said: "Nowadays Members of the Oppcgltlon
spend years and they never go anywhere near the Power Station.
They do not know how the thing workxs. They do not know what
the probléms are. They do not know anything except, of course,
to come here and criticise". . . :

-HON CHIEP mIVIQT?Q'

If the Hon kember wouid glve w;a.. He had alresdy ﬁsde a visit
and he wanted to go at a time of great ten51on there, that is
what I accuse him of.

HON G T RESTANOQ:

¥Mr Spesker, I was not going to bring up the question of my
vigit at all. If I had wanted to make political capitnl I
would have publicised the fzet that I was going to the Gene-
rating Station but I am sure thsat he has .not heard other than
from his Minister than I weni. He certeainly has net seen any
press releases or anything. But, snyway, the Chief Minister,’
ol course, seems to like to say yes when it is convenient to him
and no when it is not convenient to him, thec same sort of, ’
inconsistency wnich we hazve seen in the manner hulch the ﬁoweﬂ
situstion has been covered by the Government over the last Tew
years. PFirst of all, the placinzg of the new engine now at -
No 5 Jetty. I seem to remexber guite well after the Octoter
Gsbate when I did go to the Generating Station, that there was
planning being done at the time as to where within King's
Bastion that new generator could have been placed. This was
said to me at the time in the presence of the Minister who

. eccompanied me on that visit. Now, of course, there is a

change of plan. I am not saying thct this is a bad thing, I
think it is probably a good thing to have this generator
placed in No 5 Jetty, I think it is probadly good planning but

.
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non, and I ar sure that I am right, is that

what T insis n
teen n chanee of plsn anid the Government does not

N

t

thaere hus

Trey nave chanped frem the stutemeni which
wnde in October saying that thers would be
a new genser in and he st:id th-t whilst he was not very
hawpy ebtout R at it rirkt well be thzt it would be in-
stuvlled ut Xing's Bestion. At the tire when he made the
announcexnent it was very definitely a possibility that that
generating set could be placed in Kine's Bastion. Certainly
that was the impression that I got when I visited the Gene-
ratinc Station’ the following month and they were then thinking,
within that staticn, as to where that generator should be
placed., I think the fact thzt the Chief Minister said that we
could hzve that set cpersting within eighteen ronths of
.October the 31lst was based probably on the assumption that it
- would be placed in King's Bastion. This morning the Minister
for Lunicipal Services said that there might be delay because
in .fatt it was not going to go into King's Bastion, it was
goinr to go into No 5 Jettr-where there would have to be all
sorts of extra work cone. It makeszs it absolutely clear to me
that therz hes teen @ change of »lan and this is not admitted
by the Government. The Chicf Minister also said that in the
planning ‘thst. followed two years after the Preece, Cardew and
Rider Report, all these committees-that looked into the
different aspects, there hadn't been any power cuts or.any
dirficultiés at the station. Mr Spezaker, again sometimes I
do nct Xnow what the reazon is but the Chief Minister seems
to ret his dates 2ll wrong. He said at the beginning of his
contribution this afternoon that in the days when these
planning committees got together there were no power cuts.
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HOI? CEIER MIUISTER:

d ¢ive way. I xnow that.he is a great

e o have nothingz to do except to look back
at Hensards. A caié at the beginning was that the whole
.hullzbaloc about this guestion arose out of the power cuts in
" Septerber/Ociober of ls yoar. That is what I said. '

HJI G T RESTANO:

¥r Speaker, I certainly tock that down tecause I thought it
wag wery sirnificent that he should say that they net before
any, rillsbaloo of the power 2uts. Surely, there have been
cuts for long before then and I remember the previous
ter for Murnicipal Sarvices in 1977 giving warning to the
of the difficuliies beinz experienced. In the Budgetl
78 he arain stressed the foct that it was very important
211y stzrt planning thi roperly. This is now nearly
years' ago, Mr Snszker. ol
by the Minister in charge of th
clezarly by the rest of the Gove
menénent of the Hon and Learns
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_HON J BOSSANO:

- Generating Station who are members of the TG

absoplutely relevant to what has been the situntion with power
in Gibraltar. There has been laek of plunning, lack of viglon,

althoush as I have Jjust said the Goverarmenl wos wnrned by its
own ¥inister apart from the Tact that the Preece, Curdew and '
Rider team presumably had warncd them 2bout this tw years

before that. There has becrn luck of orgnnisntion. 0T course,

‘Mr Speaker, we welcome the introduction.of the new set, it is

very necessary, and we are pleased that st last the Government
has decided to do this but it is necessary to point out that .
it should have been brought to Gibraltar long before. Just
one other point that I would like to make. I was, I must say,
very disappointeé this morning to hear during an intérvention
by the Chief Minister, an intervention which I felt wes really
very unworthy of a Chief X¥inister, getting up, interrupting
the speech of the Hon Leader of the Opposition and seying that
all he wanted was publicity, that he was a prima donna, that
Me was trying to take over the mantle of Mr Xiberras. I think
this is unworthy and perhaps the reaction of a -man who lost
more votes in the last election than anybody else.

Mr Spesker, I shall be voting in favour of the amendnent, not
because it happens to be a quotation from a press release
issued by the District Officer of the TGWU because I o not
represent the TGWU in.this House, I am one of its enployces
and therefore the stand that I adopt in the Houce of Assenbly
is one that.-is consistent with the policies of the Gib tar
Socialist Laboux Party which is not linked or affiliazed in
any wey with the TGWU. I would like to make that clear. I
would also like tc make clear thot I regret the amendmeny, as
well as regretting the lack of planning, because il I had
chosen to censure the Government I am guite capeble of drafiing
iny own censure motion without any help from the Democratic
Party of British Gibraltar snd my Party diccussed the siteation
when the TGWU issued its statement in answer to the stztement
issued by the Government, and céme out with a press relcsese of
its own which was determined by our decision on the matter ihz
the way we should act shokld be ito point to the future rether
than get involved in controversies about who was to blane Tor
the past. Let me say that the statement issued by the District
Officer was an attemnt to ensure that-the envloyees of the

: wJ were not being
held responsible or blared for the power cuts. Whether the
Government was intending to shift the Dlame or not mist depend
on one's ability to understand Bnglish, amongst other things.

I certainly 4id rot tzke it thaet the Government was dblaning

1ie workers ctherwise, if I had done so, my own stand would

have been different in this matter. In fact, I can tell the
Hcouse that one of the things that I try tc impress the officiels
with whom I deal, because -I do not deel with Government.Ministers
in natters like this when I am involved in an area where there
are problems invclving the workforce but the offiecials thoxt I
was dealing with I tried to impress on them the importance or
rot coming out with statements saying, for example, that the
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cor.dition of the encine was the accurtulzted effect of past.
infustrial dispu*es which 1z =2 nnint of view th t had Db=en
put zeross the negotiatin: totrle
in public and I th*ﬂ& it was feolt that it should not be made
in anllc in the sense th:t if one is trying to get people to
cocjperate then the last hinz onz wants tc do is, to try and
shift 211 the blzme on to one side because that automatically
prozuces a reaction of kaving all the blame shifted on to the
other side gnd, senerally sresking, in real 1ife no one is
complately black or conpletely white and nobody can escape .
sore norticn of blame and it is true to say, horestly, that
aluﬂobpb the . main resmonsibility for the state of the Gene—
rating Statien is the Government's because it is the Govern-
ment's responsibilit" to e answerzble for the Generating
Station, nevertheless tha fact thot the IPCS had a dispute in
the sumrer of 1lmet yeunr wnen they banned overtime meant that
the whole indusirizl labecur force was put on a 37-hour week
and 1t m_@nt thnt the volume of maintenance work done last
surmer was less than is norrally dcone in summer and conse-—
guently the back~log of work nsecded to be done this wintenr
wes higher than would normally have tc he done in winter.
That i1s one factor and it is a real focuor. OFf course, if the
Governrment had come out und sald that it wag the fault of the,
in this case it was riddle rocnagement who were taking indust-
izl sction end not the inédustriazl workers, but if they had
su1? that-it was the fault of the employees for taking indusidal
action then autom; ically we would hcve szid that it was the
fault of the emrloyer for not ssrying yes to the claim without
havine to tsake industrial action and then, of course, one can
say it is your fault for having put the claim in and there is
- no end to thnrt. 3Zventuzlly, if one comes to having to take a -
stend as to who 1s ultimutely responsible then we haove to take
sidss on iﬂe010"4Cd1 lines znd if in fact the Pres ent situation
is zn indicztion thet ideo’o::cgllJ everybody is nov1ng lef't
then I en very h.pny the only thing is I hope they don't shift
me coff the edze of tihe seat. I thirk there has been a lack of
Dlanning z2nd I thlnk to a certain extent we cannot accuse the
Government of a multiplicity of sins unless wé are just
interestcd in accusinz them for everything conceivable under
the sun n order to Go tken as much dﬂnare rolitically as we
can. I thinx we should try, after all this is the first
worzing ssion: of the House of Assemtly after the Zlections,
I. really thirk we should try and maxe an attempt, Mr Speaker,
& posltively durinz perhaps the next three years and
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leave the politicel tattles for the last twelve months
Otrerwise T thirk we are coinz to spend a h2ll of a lot of
tize in this Fouss pntu‘r" very hea ied and I have been one

of thoze who got very hezted in the past. I have learned that
in trhe Eouse of Lsserdbly soretimes one cets more positive
results by taking a more low key apd roach than by trying to
hit everybvody inside over the head with some eccusation or
other. I think there has been lack of planning because I
think thzt is not something, &3 I mentioned in nmy introduction
“to thre mot*on, it is not sorething thot is limiied to the
Generziinz Station ‘or the production of electricity or the
Cuu"C’tJ that we neec. .Ohe whole of the ecconomy of Gibraltar
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requires a léng-term plan. This is something to which my
Party is committed ideclogically beeovuse-this is a stendard
Socialist policy economic planning, ané it is one thit peonle
who are not of that persuasion ideologiczlly are bcglnnﬂng to
accept as having merit. The position es regards the capacity
of the Generating Stztion to meet without breakdowns or
interruptions ‘the needs of the City today arise out of the
state of the engines rather than out of the quantity of the
engines, that is, that if all the engines were working
normally one would expect periodic shutgovns Tor. maintenance
and periodic- breakdowns but there wouldn't be so many sets
aflfected at the same time that it would be noticeable because
we would have spare capacity and we should be able to shut an
engine down and get on with the work and with that margin then
one would be able to plan ahead the maintenance of those
engines and be able to shut down for example on nights when
there is a low demand and get the engine back intoc operztion
in the morning. That can be done when the managemsznt. of ith
station is not working from one crisis to the other. But when
the management is working from one crisis to the other it is
in a very difficult sitvation, it tends to lean on the peonle
in the shop floor beczuse they want to get the thing repaired
as quickly as possible ané the pcople on the shop Tloor tend
to react by feeling that all their-hard work is not being
appreciated and on top of that the first time they stop to
have a smoke everybody is on their backs. That gltuat¢on
exists in the Generauing Station. It is a2 situation which is
in nobody's interest that it should continue to exist and I
think we should try and help, as Members ol the House of .
Assembly, to restore the Generating Station, difficult as it
is because:of -a backlog, an accunula tion, of’ mistskes of the
past, and I do not want to say vhoce misickes they sre, an
accunulation of those mistakes are now bearing fruit. It is
in our interests to try and work towards rectlfj:ng the
results of those mistakes rather thon dwelling on who carries
the principal share of the blame. But as I say I will e
supporting the motion that regrets the planning and I regret
the amendment at the same time. ’

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, I praise the attempt of the Hon lNr Bossano to be
all things to all men. ¥hilst he wes a“klnv I was saying,
well, does he really support it or doesn't ne? I think on

" bale nce he generally does support the amendment gnd I refer

to two of his statements about the spure capacity point which
is what hss been aimed at tie Government for so long snd which
they have kept quiet znd consistently éenied and, of course,
the overworking of people in the Generating Stat 1on because
you are trying to make do with old machinery, old plont end it
cannot take it. This is the reality. This is the rezson why
we regret it because, Mr Spesker, this is going to havppen, it
has happened and until the now gencrator is in operation
nothing that the Government can say will altebl the situction
that we are in for power cuts for the next two yesrs on and
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orf. ter o the Government side
thzn i ~y3urences te the conirary.
Mr Sooa y Vrp Bossn 2 have ro fears of faliing
off that end of the bench. I must rermind him that at the
beginninz of this particular Youse I, in fsact, offered him a
sest on the extreme rizht but he or referred to keep his seat on
the extreme left. I do rot xnow whether that has any political
connotations or not but znywhere he is safe. there, I can assure
hirp. Mr Speakevr, the c¢efence of the Government to the.amend-
pent hay been, if I rmay ssy so with respect, pitiful. I think
the Chie? Minister hes tried to cover urp the mistakes that have -
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been made by soneboldy o© ther on the Government side. I do
not know whether it is his colleague on the right, whether it
is the consultants, whether it is the Vorking D ﬂy or whether
it is someboiy else tut there is no qucstion abou® it, Ur
Spesker, .that trers hzs rot teen a reply and there has not
besn 2 reasorable reevons, or a conv+nc1nﬂ response to the
amendment. The reason is that there just is no defence in the
acticn. As my Fon Friend Mr Restaro said it was the Mihister
vihc fiprst raised the warning signal avout the power station..
The Hon Vajor Dellipieni, he was the one who saild all-this
development is nonsense in Gibraltzr until we improve our
power situcztion and our capacity. He said it in April, 1978,
T and when the Chief Ninister talks about planning

two years' ag
12t me reniné him thrt thz Smw generator was not mentioned:in

thz cta the for Nunicipal Services in October
which 1 l t“e ccncern in the House and it
wag bec ble to assure the House and re-
aszure S-uUathP thot the matter weas
raised the Chief Minister came out with
his promis er hes talked about planning, has
talksed ou ittee, Vorking Da“ty and the
Preecs, Car t, all these ihings are very nice
and zre tre [o] 4 the Government's position’'but not
made puslic and t of our causes Tor complaints as I
have already said. Zut, XNr Specsker,-'in October when the state-
rent vas nmade by the Chie?f Vinister, the Government had a whole
nonth &nd they sz they were goinc to look at it urgently,
th:y had a whole nonth_ Let m= remind the Youse thait the -
Mirigter for ha"1c1ﬂ*1 Services sald thet the order Toi a new
gererator weuld te plaoced within the next three months, he

said it in 2 substantive angwer to thv guestion. In other
words, it hed oeen looked at by his Department and all the
other Minis%ers, I do rot know wihether they do or not, nefore

it was given in the Fouse. Anything he said in supplementary
qusstions was acdunittedly off-the—cufP but that was a considered
Governmert statement and wve are now tolé-that the order will be
made grceund the =nd of June ond t“e Chief MNinister seeks to
Jﬂ*t_fj this slinpaze beocatsze of ithe General Election. A
Governmcnt that svajs in office of course shoula nou malke new
policy decisions but it hcs 2 responsibility an t had already
mads the policy decision ond announced it before thﬂ House was
dissclved. So it was only implementing a policy decision, so
that is no defence. e say lack of planning., It is no use
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telliny us in éefence of Iz
Preece, Curdew and Rider Re 8! ing
Party", thct is no defence. Lock of plunning means lack of
plannirng and action.- You can have 100 reports but if you do
not plon and you do not moke a decision you gre still not

ck of planniny: "we have ot the
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planning. Lack of vision, yes. We accusc thex of lack of

vision because Gibreltar is in a ress over its gencrating
capacity and it will continue to te in 2 mess until the.new
generator is there gnd therefore it is a churge well made -
lack of visior and crganisation. Isn't thet what has :
happened? Of course, we should work Tor the future dut we

are convinced on this side of the House thut unless we ask a
question on power at every meeting, unless we kecep the
Government on their toes, the slippage thet has occurreé of
from 6 to 12 months will get wider and thercfore we will
press and tnot is the duty of the Oppesition. Ve have
commitied ourselves in our mznifesic on this qupsticn of
power and we will press on with it whatever we wmay be cceceused
of. We are zccused of doing 2 dezl with the Union, we huve
not spoken to the Resident Officer or anybody clse. We
merely identified a parsgraph in the statement of the Resident
Officer of the TGWU and we said he was rirht itheres I the
Union is right we say they are right and if they are wrong we
say they are wrong, others may not dut we say they ore Wrong.
The Chief Minister will recall 4hri yesterdosy in Question

time I asked were the Tacls set out in the st tement o* the
Resident Officer correci or not and he said ro. We have not
spoken to the TGWU about who was right or mho wis v"onn it
was not really our concern, it was a matter tetwe er the
Government and the Union but this is a matter thc affec‘
the whole of Gibraltar and we feel that it .is ne ccseaﬂy the
this amendment should go in the motion end shoulid be passe el
with the motion beccuse in that way perhaps this moy have &
salutary effcect on the ‘whole dcve’on”~nu prosranme cf the
Goverrnent is so important Tor the well being of the peodle
of Givraltar, =z Developmenthrobramme of £22m in which in
two years +» . . . .

iR SPEAKER: \
You are replying and you are not going to bring any new
matters in your reply.

HON P J ISOLA:

It is important, Nr Speaker, to the whole of the Developnment
Progremme of Gibralter, the power situation is very important
and we on this side of the .House 'ave to szy this z2nd it is
not electioneering because the Chicf Ninister knows anc the
¥on Mr Bossano ¥nows snd we Xnow ‘"at in 1S8L the nuo e will
have forgotten the power cuts ol 1 20.

HON 4 J CANEPA:
And vote AACR zgain.



We]l, I don't 5y th

that i35 the h

cze of
+"e" krow that they
s why they hae the

nrav we oroesanxious
with power and with
need not go round ru
Theﬂpfcre, I think ¢
rie and accedt this

hzs got up to oppose the aren
Inizter znd only portly the Hon Mr ’ossg“o Tut .we welcome

into our 70ubj to vote

c
end 1t is true. Thnt 15 why no
d-—

¢in althousrh I Xnow
ha ‘her side. But
ad stuff now and hat
he EZudret, MNr Speaker.
unﬂlleo coxulnuously
:pocity so that people
se there 1s a power cut.
ould zat a2 bit of humble
e they know .1 is justified
dy in the Government benches
t excert the Hon the Chief

0
N [

ith us on the amendment. I

comrend the amendment tc the House.

in Sp azer ther put the guestion and oh a division being taken
the following Eon Merters voted in favour:
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re absent from the Chamber:

The ®on Xajor ¥ J Dellipilani
The fHon D Full

The Hon R J
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ave spoXen on the rain metl eny Fon Fewter who hos
not szo¥%en is now frce to do co. IT vre are no olher con-
tributors I shall cull on the ¥on lr ~sano to reply to the
motion. .

HOR J BOSSAKO:

Mr Speaker, perhaps I can just first of all return to the Hon
and Learned the Leader of the Oprosition my grstitude for th
fact- that I am goinp to get now six votes in exchange for the
one I have just given him on his amendmcnt. Mpr Spesker, one
point that is imporiant in the context of what the Minister
Tor Municipsl Services suid sbout the siting -of the new :
Generating Station and in particular the weoy thnt the Govern-
ment intends to proceed in this matter, certuinly it seems to
me that the impression was created at lcast &t one stope last
year that the introduction of the 3mw set was z sort of short-
term stop-gap solution to meet the immediste proklem of the
shortage of generating caracity tefore or in the interinm .
period whilst the matter of a2 new Gene _u-n Station was still
beﬁnr stucled znd looiked:at. Clesrly, if urm new Snw set is

* the Tirst stage of ihe mnew Genercting Station, this is in fzet

a fer vetter situation beeause we are now tglxing cbout th

new Generating Station sort of being phssed in as the old one
.is .phased out and ithst secms to me a much sounder rolicy.

The only thing thut I had sorme énnccrn acout wes whether the
siting of the Gencrating Stetion in the Port arca weculd be
sommething we might live to regret in the future i itlere was
2 time when we necded to concentrste economic resources on
the expansion ané development of the Port and we found thotl
the existence of a Generating Station in thuat vrew wes a
hirdrance. I am sure that this rust have becn locked at by
the Government. I took note of the fact thut ithe Vinister .
for Municipal Services said that one.site of the Jetty vwould
still be used for the nnloadinyr of ships. It is & §ifficu7t
thing on the one hand to urge the Government io 2lan L
future and to deal with ihis as a maiter of uryency ?nd on
the other hand to tell them to look at all the porsibdle cen-~
sequences of following one line &5 OPDOS2]
cause, of course, if one looks et too muny 4different options
then that csn becorme an excuse for ind iecision gnd therelore,
on cnlﬁnne, the Government hss got & nelitical oblisatiion
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throurh having obtained the support of the majority of the
people, to cowe to decisions. -1? thoy maize ~istn zeause
they have to taxe a deci*‘ﬁn I think we connot E them
poth of making risickes because they hnve to trké ¢ ons
and of not taking 6eci=iona tecause oi not 4 nalie
mistakes. On balance, clecrly, the situnti no hat the
new Generating Station-cannot be delayed any oer ate-
ever other Tactors one mizht wish to toke inio consicdem-iion
a decision must be taken now and must be procecded with other-
wise Gibraliar would .be in very, very serious irouble in a
couple of years' time. The object of the motion, as I said,
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n Dr R G Valarino.

The Hon H J Zammitt
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The following Hon Mexbers were absent from the Chuamber:

The Mo
The Ho
The XHo

n a or F J Dellipiani
n mll
n R J Wallace

Thz moition was mccoringly passed.

HCY J BCSSAMNO:

Mr ‘Speaker, 'I beg to ™
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.
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in St Bernard's Hos
hes meant that wher
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tence of nurses trained in Gibraltar

and equsl to that in UK and that within

reup 133G/31, the necessary steps must

=t loenlly obtzinad qgualifications are

he TIRCY, Mr avvgier, the situation-as
urzes in GI oraltar is that the school
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in the past We were obllged to go to
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cnly te £illed by n"omot‘o“. Ve
lowv even somnbody who is qualified to
e intc our meéical services at that
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de for a State Registered Nurse. I
dsabt a3 to the service that is pro-
rofession in 5t Bernurd's Hospital
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because that has been more than adequately testified to.by
c1ll those whz haves th) misfortune to use it. Ve can get
the Genefit of a ners<nal report from the Hon and Gallant

Major Dellipisni when he returns to the fold and, of course, .- °

we alsc have the Cleri: of the House. But I think there is
. of course a very important aspect to thzt in that it is the

personal interest that is shown in the patient which is what -

maxes people basically react as favourably as they cdo and
express their appreciztion of the way they are treated in
roznital when they comz out, .But apart from the personal -
interest and concern shown for the patients, clearly, it
rmust be important both in terms of protecting the interests
of the .staff employed in the Hospital and in terms of pro-
tecting the welfzre of the patients, that we should be
satisfied ourselves that the quality of their training is
as good as they coulé zet elsewhere. If we were not
satisfied with that we “should either undate the facilities
that we have for training .them in Gibraltar or send them
overseas but we should not be content to produce inferior
trained staff in our own Medical Department. The history
of this situation is that, initially, locally-trained nurses
could only ovtain UK registration as a State Registered Nurse
in the Registaor for Engpland ané Wales by going over o UK for
2 preriod of time nnd *o*rb exarined there and if they failled
the examinotion there then they returned back to Gibraltar
and we have had’'a couzle of cases whére because of this they
.have not been abls te ret subsequent registration in UK.
Eventually the General Nursing Council in UK accepted that
the locel training was sufficiant . subject to their being
satisTied with post-training experience and there has been
a wvarietly of tresiments for individual cases. Some peocple
hrave been accepted for UK registration immediately after
finishing their training, other people have been required to
gzend a yeur in the ¥sval Hospital in post-qualifieation
trﬂlninﬂ and cther people in recent times have been asked to
go 'to the UK and the rost recent situatioh is one which is.
guite alarminz. in thet a number of those who gualified last
vear wrote to ¢btain registration in UK, wére told that they
could not obtain recistration in UK without getting training
in UK ané thrt then it would depend on the revorts of a
Senior Mursing 0fficer in whatever hospital they vent to,

tu® that they had to spply to the indi viaual hospitals them—-'-

- selves and that they had to be accepied by the individual
hospital themselves and thzt the Nu:s;ng Council would give,
thenr no assis.snce in this. These people then wrote to a

numoer of hos:it 1s and were told by the Hospitals that they

couléd not be accepted becouse of the financial restraints of -
the National Health Sevvice in the UK and there was no money - -
to ermploy people eoming in from oversewmss 'In one particular ..

czse ong individusl was eventually told that he would be
accepted provided he went to the UK for an interview and
then when ne mTade 211 the arrangements to go.to the UK fox.
an interview hz wss tcld that because he did not have a .
residence permit in the UK he could not be-interviewed. So -
one can see that on the one hand people are being told that
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they need to go there and that therc are all soris of obstacles
to their going there., I think it is importoent for us to defend
the treining that is given 'in Gibrsoltar and the qu011fibauions
that are given in Gibrsltar rather than to try and find a loop-
kole or a back door to get them recognised in the ‘United King-

. dom, The recognition of the local gualificntions which effec-—

tively means the registration of our nurses-on the UK Register
automatically mcans that they then become recognised throughout
the Common Market. This 1s an important thing althourh it is
not very likely that we shall have an exodus of* Gibraltar~

" trained nurses willing or wanting to move into France or Italy.

or anywhere else in the Common Market. ' We must be conscious of

the fact that we are required ourselves not to diseriminste .
against other EEC nationals in obtsining employment in Gibraltar.
We are required ourselves to recognise EEC dualifications in
Gibraltar and consequently if we hzve a situation where a
Gibraltar-trained qualified SRN .cannot obtain employment any-

where in the Common Market in ‘her own or his own profession and

- yet we. are required to give employment in our hospital to any

EEC~trained SRN, we are putting our own people at a serious ’
disadvantage in respect of the rest of the Common Market. So
there are more than one facet to this particular problem and

it is a problem which has been hanging.around for too long
already. It has been dealt with in consultation between the
association that represents Nurses, where I happen to be in-
volved as an Officer, and the Administration, and therefore

A~the purpose of the Kotion, basically, ¥Nr Speaker, is to try
and put a time limit within which the Government will try to

come to grips with the problem because it will probably re-
quire Government representations directly to the-Nursing
Council in UX to find out what it is that they wish to see
intro@uced in Gibraltar or how they wish “the thing to be
changed in Gibraltar so that it meets thelr standarés.. They .
did send an Inspector out from UK in 1978 and that Inspector
produced a report to which references huve been made in public
and in fact the report was confidential to the Nursing Council.
in UK and the Nursing Council wanted to keep it confidential,
they would not even agree to that being made availsble to the
Nursing Staff here. But that was only s preliminary report in
any case and it was not a question simply of carrying out a
few minor changesand we wauild get automatic registration. The
report itself went through the whole system of working in the
hospital and pointed out in detail to some things but did not
go on to say if you do this automatically we will glve you

- registration and because it failed to do that the feeling

amongst the staff is that it is only by the Government taking
up the matter at the highest level, possibly through the
British Government to the MNursing COunc11, and pointing out %o
them that because we are obliped by our own laws and by the
Treaty of ‘Rome to recognise other qualifications issued In
other countries and give employment here that it is only fair

" that we should get reciprocal treatment. Perhaps, one of the

barriers that we may have faced in.the way this thing has been -

-handled by the Narsing Gouncil is, quite rrankly, because I
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have scnn the corresvondence myself that theru is an overseas
_ ceztion ©f the nNursing Council which tends to desl with the
whole ofi.the Commonwealih and one of the things that they' in~ '
sist pn in #ll the letters that they send out is that unless
the stiandard of Znglish of the apnlicent is up to scratch they
need not even attemst to-apply. Clearly, as far as the over-—
seas section of the lursing Council is concerned, they may feel

that Gibraitar is part of the Commonwealth and that the facili-

ties here may te as rudinentary as they obviously are in some
raris of the Commonw r2alth, They may not be ‘conscious of the
wey our cwn educatlonal system is geared up to the British
educationel system a2nd thet many of our SRNs have already got
'0' or 'A'levels in English. That may be something that has
not penetrated into the people 'who send-out these letters. I
an tringing the Motion to the House, Mr Speaker, in ihe hope

that with the support of both sides of the House the Governmentu:,

“will have the necessary backing to expedite this matter and
that by putting dowr the financial year so that if there is
expeniiture involvei thut can be provided for as well, we have
a time limit within which we can hope to see this problem re-
solved-to the setisfaction of all end I think this is something
not “ust a3 I szid in the interests of the staff but also in
the ivterssts of the patients in that we want to ensure that

the training that we rive in Gibraltar is as good as that given. -

nywhere else in the 2ZZC and recognised as such &dnd.in the
;n.ereotﬂ of Governnment itsell thet 1t is paying UX wages and
it should be insistiny on UX quelifications. That is the whole
basis of parity. .

0N J B PEREZ:

¥r Spesker, Sir, first of all lst me say that I welcome the-
motion of thes Fon Mr Bossano and also the manner in which he
has presented this motion today. I find from the facts as.the
has represented thaot there is very little or hardly anything .
on which I can disazree with the Hon Mover and 1 would say that
he is extremely well-informed of what the present situation is.
As he has pointed out, znd as most Hon MNembers will know, we,

man in Gibraltar a 1ocal NMurses Training School which is respon-

sible fdr the exclusive training of our local student nurses -
they come in as Nursing Auxiliaries, take the intermediary exams
and tecome Enrolled Nurses. 3Subseguently, when they take their
Tinal exzaninaticns sftar a period of, szy, about five ye:zrs they
becomz eligible for registration under Section 13 of tha Mediecal
and V¥ealth Ordinance. It has been the practice during the last
Tifteen years erd it has been a prectice-which has been encour~
-agecd for our local nurses, once they pass the final exam after
they have rezistered locully, to seek registration with the
Genercl Nursing Council of the UX and Wales. The practice has
teen considered desirable and has been encouraged throughout

the yaars for several reascns. The first reason is one of
prerciion prospects vecouse it 1s the practice in Glbraltar
that no registered nurse can qualify for the stalus of Sister .
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. until that person has been re;istercd in the UK.
.advantage which accrues to resiztered nurses

The sccond
to scek régiztra-~
tion in the UK is one in connection with additional training
like, Tor example, midwifery, mental welfarc or cven a nurse
wishing to take a course to become a2 Tutor in our local
hospital, because when they apply to the UK or any hospital.
there for this additional training cfter they are locally-
registered it is normally s requirement imposed by the ' N
hospitals in the UK that that poarticular applicant before he -
or she can gain admission into that hospital that he or she
must be registered in the register in the UK. Another advan-
tage which accrues 1s one which I would call one of profes-
sional satisfaction and one of status. The fourth advantoge
that I can see has been pointed out as well by the Hon Mover
and that is the question of job prospects.in the UK but rmore

.important of all is to ensure the freedom of movement "of our

locally-registered nurses within the whole &r the EEC Eaving
said that, Mr Speaker, I think it is useful to outline the
position as it has existed way bock ih 1970 to the present daye.
As I have already pointed out once a local nurse passed the-
final 'exam she gets registered in Gibraltar and then has’ to
make individually under her own steam an apnlicatLon to be ’
registered in the UX. In. 1970 the General Nursing Council of
the UK and Wales were requirihg our locally regisyered nurses
to underpo a period of essessment ranging.from 12 to 18 months
in a UK Hospital and on completion.of this period of 'sssessment

_and on the recommendation of ;the Senior Nur51nr Officer of that

particular hospital they were then registered in the UX. Be-
tween 1970 and 1975 there was a slight change and the reason
for this was that as more of our locally re;istered nurses went
to the UK to the different hospitals they tegan to rezcognise
that in Gibraltar we had in fact a very high standard and the
period was reduced to about a period of assessment coming dovn
to six months. BRetween 1970/75 -there wos s general recogni-
tion of the standard of our local school and the periocsd was
reduced to six months. In 1975/77 this period was further

,reduced to a period of three months and in 1976-we had appli=~

‘cants ‘applying to the UK hospitzls and they were accepted
either attending a three-month assessment course in the Royal
Naval Hospitaliin Gibralter and others were in fact acceptied
merely on a personal interview basis in the United Kingdom.
The best year as Tar as loczlly-registered nurses were con-
cerned was 1977/78 whern we had quite-a few ceses in which our
locally-~registered nurses applied to the United Kingcéom for

- pregistration and were accepted automztically-end in some ccses

the assessment period was not reguired. As the ¥on lover has
pointed out to the House in moving the motion the matter has
become more urgent now as from 1979/80 and the mzin reason has
been that those nurses who qualified in June, 1979, and who
individually applled to the UK hospitals for admission Lo the
register were in fact first of all asked to wait for a ‘period )
of six months before seeking.application. ‘Subsecuent to this
they waited for the six months period to elupse and when ihey
applied they found that it was indeed very difficult Tor them
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to find any hospital ia the United Kingdom thut would in fact -
accnpt them so that they could underco this required pcr.od

of assessient and. I thir't the mein reason for this was due to . -

the gzeneral election whichihey; had in the United Kingdom and
the Conservative Government came in and they introduced cer-

-tain financilal rest nts on the ilational Health Service be-
cause we must rensrber thut when -our locally trained nurses

go to the United Kingdorm to undergo this period of assessment :- -

the wages and salaries are in fact paid by that particular
hospital &nd not by us in Gibraltar so therefore I agree with
the Eencurable Mover cf.the wmection that -the posiiion today in

1S80 has beccme nmuch more urgent than was originally the posi-

tion way vack in 1972 or in 1679. There is one point which I
. would lixe to make cleeor and I wculd like Honourable Members
-to have (it clear in their own minds and that is that the

motion calls for recognition for the locally obtained qualifi-

cations by the UX and by the TEC. I think i1t is wrong to be
under the impression-: that we do not get any recognition, I
thinxz that 1is wrong, oocause if we did not obtain any recogni-
tion from the U¥ then our nurses would not be undergoing a
vhrze-zonth or six~mcnth period of assessnent or ddaptation.

If there was.no reco*ﬁ*t’on our loecally registered nurses would

hzve. to underzo.the rull whzek of a. three-year period of- training.

There has been some recozxnition up to this stgge and I think it

ds wrong to say thﬁt w2 zpe not recognised at 211. However, let

me quabfy what I have Juut szid end let me add that I myself am
r.et saotisfied hit_ trhe present situation which I find unsatis=-
fretory cus ts5 the i"co“qicte“cy, to the different approaches

of three months, six monihs, pitrsonal interviews and the matter -

as I have said 1s more urgent now because our locally registered
nurses simply ca.not get into UK hospitals and if they cannot
get into UK hospitzls then they cannot be registered in the
United Kingdom znd therefore there is no freedom cf movement

as for as the locally reristered nurses are concerned. But I
wahited to make that point clear that there is in fzet, even
today, tome reco*nitior. Cor;rg back to the actual working of

.b_-,”otﬂon in the first part it says: "Thie House considers that
the professioral compatence of nurses trained in Gibraltar is of

the first ordéer and =nua1 to that in UK". Let me say, Nr
Sreaxar, that I apgree entirely with the sentiments expressed in

that part of the motien =nd I would say that I am entirely satis-

fied with the very hirh stané@zrd thzt we have here in Gibraltar
of cur nursinpg stzfl ané also not only the nursing staff but
with the excellent wordk rnd the standards which are set by the
2utor thet we have at thz S5t Bernard's Ho pltg_. I have no
doudt in my own mind that not only are our nursing staff at par
with the United ¥ingdor or with other nursing staff in the EEC
tut I would say thot 4n scome aspects we are even better, the
standard is slightly higher, because here in Gibraltar there is
7 dlfference of treining p°rloas. In the UX you can only go in
at the zge of 18 and you undergo a three-year training period
snilst here in Gibrazltazr in order to help locel recruitment we
aXe in student nurses at the age of 16 and they do in fact do
Tive-year course. I would say that in that aspect we are.

-
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slightly better off tiian what the nurses are in the United

". Kingdom or within the EEZC. The secend part of the motion in

* fact says that within the coriry fircpeial year 1580/81, the

*. necessary steps must-be taken to ensure thuot locally obtained
. qualifications aré recognised in the UK and in the EEC, - Here

again, ¥r Spesker, I entirely agree with this proposal snd I
would now try to explain whet I consider to be the necessary
steps and what the Government has been doing for the last 4
or 5 months, what this present Government has been .trying to
do. As I said already there are two choices svailable to our

""locally trained nurses and for the Government. One is to con=-

tinue with the individual applications and that is the old
procedure going back to 1970, individual applications by
nurses. Then we would have to sort out the question of
getting UK hospitals to accept our locally registered nurses,
we would have tc sort that one ‘out a2nd to continue wanting our
nurses to make this actual individual application. That is
one way of looking at it. The second mode of approach which
is-the one that we are loocking into &néd it is the one which I
personally favour gand I think it is a long term solution, and
that is to have automatic registration. What I mean by auto- °

"matic registration is this, that we would have to gct our

local school actually “approved as a.training school for the
general purpose of the register of the United Kingdom and
Wales. In other words, as soon &s our locally trained nurse
passes the final examinztion not only would he or she be en- °
titled to seek registration in Gibraltar under cur lWedical and
HEealth Ordinance but he or she would get automatic registra-
tion in the United Xingdom register. That would reguire us to
comply with the statutory nurses rules of the General Fursing
Council for England and Wales and obviously I think it is

clear that in order for us to be in this position it will re-
quire changes. It will require change for many reasons and
one of the most important ones iz due to very recent E=C
dlrectives. In fact, even todsy the General Nursing Council

is in fact undergoing certzin changes in their trc;nirp school
so we would have to adapt our own syllabus and conform with
other directives that have come from the EEC. e would hsve

to move in line with the General Nursing Council of* the United
Kingdom. I can assure the Hondurable Nover and Fembers of the
Hcuse that the Government has in fact been looking into the
matter for the last few months and we-have been trying to
identify the changes that will be required locally and we are
studying the full implications thot thesé chenges will have on
our locally registéred nurses and our student nurses and in ¢
fact what the financial considerations would esmount to in this.
particular case but I casn give my assurance to the Honoureble
Mover and to the Members of the House that I will be giving
this matter my Tull attention within the coming year.

~
- ‘\

HON G T RESTANO: . : T

Mr Speaker, we intend to support this motion. We think thet
nurses who have to go for training to the UK do hcve to sulfer
like other professions, too, but in this case it can be over-
come, & cewtain amount of sacrifice., One finds that it happens
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quite frequently that nurses who have to go to the UK or who
2ve had to go to UX to'train in the past heve been married
women and they have huzd protlems with their smell children
that they have ha¢ to look after or with their husbands
erployed here in znother employment. It has been found
dirficult in-the pzs* feor nurses to leave Gibraltar and train
in the UX. The point tilzt hzs been made already dbut which I
¥ reeds stressing is that the tutors that we have in
Gibrzltar have hirh *futorial qualifications obtainsd in the

- United Xingdom ané they themselves if instead of baing
rezistered or working in Gloraltar were working and tutoring
in the United Xingdon would be taking their students up to

the level of Sta*e Registered Nurse which is the grade we ]
would like for our own nurses so that other than perhaps re- -
fresher ccurses Zrom time to time it wculd appecr that the
gualifications that the local tutors have are no different
fron those the tutors in the UK have. Therefore there would

" zppear to be other than perhaps as the Fonourable Minister

has said, an adaptation of syllabuses to work in to the direc-
tives of the EZC and thct I am sure would not take very long,
there sesms to be no reascrn why locally trained nursing staffl
should not be atile to gualify as Sta=e Registered Nurses
recognised by ihe Cenerzl Nursing Council and bs given certi-
ficates accordingly. I nope one of the last statementis of
ihe Minister was one on, finzneial considerations and I hope
thet thHere will be ns censtraints financislly by the Govern-—
‘ment to stop this possivility of State Registered Nurses in
Givralter going through. I thirk it is of course terribly .
imnoptant ihat in Gidraltar nurses gualified here should have
rull freedom of movement within the 2EC. I was interested to
hear from the Hoynsursble ¥Wover *hat.there had been a report
‘4in Gibreltar, I undspstend it is called the Eriggs Report and
I wonéer whether the Governrent could say whether there is

anythirn

=~

and « . ¢ 3 .

HON J & PERZZ: . .
=2 Honouvratle Member will give way. -The Report has not
teen nade available to the Linister.

HGIT € T RISTANC:

Wouléd the Mitistef not consider that it night be useful for
hirm to try anéd ret hold of the report and see whether there
ig snything in there which would obviate the possibility of
having tro

i local training recognised at'a full level with
trzining '

in the UK?
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within that report, because I understand it has been -
done in order to lecok into the training facilities of nurses -

HON J BCSSANO:

If the Hon Merber would give way. The report, ¥r Speaker,
was a report from an inspector of the General Nursing Council
Tor England and Wales and the report went to the General
Nursing Council for Zngland and Wales and although, for
exanmple, the staff association felt thet they hsd an interest
in knowing what the inspector had found out and they -should
te told what the inspector says azbout ihe facilities here,
the Nursing Council said that it was confidential to the
Nursing Couricil and they wouldn't make it available to anyone
else. Perhaps some of the problems which they see might have
teen influenced by the report the inspector made when the
inspector went back but the report was not to the Government
or the staff associlations here but to the Nursing Council in
the UX and they are ‘the ones who made it confidential.

HON G T RESTANO:

I was coming to one of the points that the Honourable Nover

.has brought up. Pirst of 211 I think it would be a good idea

Tor that report to be made svailable to the Government because
I am sure that if an officer or a.representative of the
General Nursing Council has come out to Gibraltar to make a
survey on the general conditions of training for nurses and
perhaps even.with the EEC context in mind it would be very
useful for the Minister toc have a copy of that report to be
able to see whether there is anything of interest which ‘he
could implement straight away.

HON J B PEREZ: <

If the Honourable Mewber will give way. That is why I said
that we have already taken steps to identify the. changes that
would be needed as the General MNursing Council would see it in
order to get our local school approved as part of the UX
schooling. That is exactly what we are in fact doing.

HON G T RESTAINO:

Presumably, Mr Spezker, if somebody has come out here specifi-
cally to look at the nursing situation then thzt report should
be made availsble to the Government and perhaps to other .
people as well. I hope thst nothing that has come out in that
report has been the cause for this slight difference of pro-
cedure that we have experienced recently in that in the past
the personal application with, I believe, a locsl reccommenca™
tion as well, was sometimes sufTicient to have an SRN certi-
ficate automatically granted by the Nursing Council. I‘think

_in that respect if we have Tound difficulties now in the

pecent past other than the cuis, it would be of interest to
H

- £ind out whether that report in fact contains enythirg which
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haz czused these new coniitions to ccome about. ¥Nr Speakcr,
. having scld thut T woull urse the Minister to continue his
4 tuke

goed work ang the necessary steps as soon as possible . '
to ensure that the training here is at a2 recognised level
with that of the ZEC and Enzland and Wales. ”

¥r Speaxer thern put the question in the terms of the Hon
J EBosszno's motion which was resolved in the afflrmative
and the moticn was according ly carried.

HOMN P J ISOL4: '

r, I have the hornour to move. the motion standing in my -name
R reads: VYThis Fouse crrvrthlates the Gibraltar Police

i ts 150th Anniversary and wishes to

RN

e on the occasisn of
. rd its annrnciation to the Givraltar Police Force for the-
W it hes done for thke Cormmunity over many years'. MNr
Spsaizer, I thinx it is fitting that this being the 150th
Anniversary this yezp bz2ing the 15Cith Anniversary of the in-
auzuration, if I mey cell it that, of the Gibraltar Police
Force, that this Houss should formally record fhat fact and
forrally expresc its ccr;rauulat*ons to the Clb“al tar Police.
I was looxiny at-a booklet on the Police Force of Gibraltar
on which it appedrs that th e proulamatlon of the establishment
of the Gibraltar Police Force was signed by Generel Don on the'
21st of June, 1830, which wes really barely z year after Sir
Rotert Peel estholls ted a Police Force in England. So even
goinr: back 15C yee vou have examples of Gibraltar followinp
very closely what hf vpens in Zngland. The first Police
Commissioner xzezst trs jeb for 29 years which I think would be
very unlikely in present day Gibraltar.
Tn::'c or of Strangers which is the title for Immigration
Officer todey sc trzt the police hzve been dealing with Imuig-
ration it appears ever since 1830 and it appears that the
nurters in the ?olice when it was first established in thg
Force weuld have bzen arcundé 71 as agalngt the full complement
toley of soretnzng like 191 which is not such a big- change
consideri nr the poruletlion increocses there have been since
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thoze doy Over 150 yzars I think as far as the general
surnlic is ccnccrned tzers hove teen ups and downs and some-
times the Police are pozular and sometimes they hazve not been
so popular Ttut.by and lurge I think, and I am sure th: House

will agree, trey hzve dzne a good job for the é¢ommunitcy, they
-are a modern Police Force today, they hcve been transformsd
into 2 modern Folice Force I th;:{_reallj over the last 20
yeirs and in ccrnection I think TTesn sseax to scme
rzient with ne eXparience o* this becsuse only about two
reeks aro a delegation from my Party, the executive of my

<.

OHP m'd’u

wee
arty end ‘two elecupﬂ Lznbers, visited the Police Station, the
olice Forceg and we 'spént some. three hours there. 'We were
houn the wael thz Tolice was working, how it was organised -
nZ the varisus derortrents in the Central Police Station and
must say we were vary Ln@ressnd with the us-to~date standards
T our Police. I thinx that on this suspicious occasion, the
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Ye started off as an ‘.

150th anniversary, I certainly and I am sure the whole Hous
would wish to eengrutulate then on huving cchieved their

150th anniversary and at  the Syme time say scre words of .
appreciation for the' work that they do ‘for the cowmunity end
have done for many years. In our visit we neotice:d thut the
police are mhklng real atterpts to e identified as purt of

she community. as opposed to Mwe and they" rnd this idea they .
have got of having open housze on Sazturdays during thelir
anniversary year I think this is a very good idea beczuse it
gets people to know more asbout what they are doing and their
work and so forth. Certainly, we in the TTEG were very -
impressed with what we saw and we sre very grateful for the
experience. I think the work of the Gibrsltar Police Force

lhias been at times difficult In the last few yesrs when there
have been problems but I think, by and large, ihey have- tr;ed

to kezer a balance oet”ean the various sections of the

comwuniuy and I think today we have a Police Force we can be
Jjustly proud of and I have pleasure in comrendlng the motlon

to the House. ) : .

Mr Speaker droposed the Question in the terms of the Hoﬁ ®J
Isola's motion. :

HON H'J ZAMMITT: . i
Mr Spealer, Sir, T would life to aosociate myself with the
sentiments of the motion moved by the Leader of the vaOal—
tion. Indeed, I feel every lerber on this sice of the House
supports this motion. I do sc with some pride bccuuse-l have

. been associzted with the Police Force for many years. I .

*have much more time

think one thing about the Tolice Force avhich we tend to over-
look is the fsect that it is possibly one of the conly Zolice
Forces in the world, British Police Foreces, that incorporzties
miachk more than normal Police duties and as hes been Tnnt oneq,
by the Leader of the Opposition, direct centuct with the
public in immigration duties, anmbulance services and other
extra police duties makes the Police Force of course an
important part of our soecicty. But I think the rreatest

' sense of pride that we can have is the standard of our Police

Force and experience has shown that we hove even had to stop
sending our officers over to certzin courses» in the UX because.
they were vivrtually banned because we were picking up cvery
baton of honour and it went to show that our stendard was I
would say equal if not better than many Police Forces cer-—
tainly on the aspect of the knowledge of lsw which is some-
thing which I think the Police Force or Police Cfficers are
underestimated. Whereas we hove always said thet lawyers

to look up the bookx the policeman has to
act on the spur of the moment. The other sense of pride
which I have elways drawn from the Gibralinr Police Foree is
the fact that we are the oldest overseas Pritish Police Force
in thé world and although the Leader of the Opposition is
right in saying that we are one year younger than the Metro-
politan Police we certainly are the oldest established, then .
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knoym as Colonial Poullce Force within the British Comnoawealth
I thinx we have stood up fo our neme particularly in courses in
Enrgland where we have licked even those who have later conme to
Giorazltar to be our Comnissioner. I would not iike to go.fur-
ther into that aspect but I do feel very pleesed because I was
a police, officer during the 125th anniversary and of course 25
years later I am in the House to be able to congratulate them
from 2 aifferent point of view. I feel that every Member in
this Pouse, indeed, all Gibraltar owas the Police Force a great
deti of gratitude. Vepry rarely they are congratulated for an

xcellent Job and in fact they are all itoo oftca criticised for

carrying out their uutie" in a very svle manner. A policeman
virtually knowe everybody in Givraltar and the job is made even
more Girf icu1t than bc*ng 2 police officer elsewhere. I anm
very glad to assoclate myself with this motioh, Mr Speaker, and
I hove that we can see them celebrating their 200th anniversary
and that most of us will still be here. Thank you, Sir.-

HON A T 1ODDO:

Kr Speaker, fer perscnal reasons I have always had a soft spot-
for the police and the reason is that my father was for many
years g police officer It 'should be 2 matter of pride for
Givralter 23 a whols +a have a Police Force celeborate 150 years
in the best traditions of the British uollce. The British
Zobty end, i«hcgc, the Givraltar Bobby, is considered by and.
large by uhe majerity of pcoo;e, the citizens friend. Unlike
otne“ countrizs whare the police inspire anything from mis- .
rust to cutright fezr, in Gibralter &nd in Britsin the Bobby
on the Beat I3 2 reassuring sight and in fact the violent
death of a policeman is something which Portunately we don't
see in Gibrzltar and thankiully we do not get in the UK very
of'ten. t is something that produces & reaction of outrzge .
end indignetion whereas in other countries this is looked upon
as just an occupationzl hazard and raises no public outcry.
This, i nothing else, shourld be a measure of the esteem in
which we hold the Police Force in Gioraltar and in England.
As the Henourstle ¥r Zammitt said, scmething which is over-—
looked by and large is the very different »oles the police in
Gibraltar are callea upon to periform. Givraltar is a port
azuthority, an zirsort aLtHor‘tv, we “_va proolﬂna with inm*g-.
raticn ené we azlso have a navel dockyard These are all
problems hich no cou‘k.abTe city in [H8 nas to deal with and
yet here in Gibraltar the police cope admirably. TFrom time
to " tire tne pclice is open to C“ithISm feom all especially
when we get a parking ti ket but by and large I would say that
the perforrance of the police in Gibraltar is exemplary and
the fzei that we no longer have criminal sessions but a con-
tinuing legal process is provably indicative of the success of
Gibraltar's police in comhatting crime today and I have no
heatitation, in fact, T =m honoured to be able’ to .support this
motion. ¢ .
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Spesker, I would welcome the opportunity to speak in .
support of this motion. I have the very good fortune to te
associated in my daily work with this long established Police
Force. It gives me great pleasure for.that reason to be able
to speak in support of the motion and in support of the words
of the Honcurable Minister and Honourahle Nembers on the

other side to marx this occasion of the 150th enniversary of
the Gibraliar Police Force. The advaniage I think of Gib-
raltar, Sir, is that the size of the force is such that 1t is
possible not merely to have an associstion but & close
association and no%t mersly with the senior ‘officers of the
force but with the officers who undertake the daily work of

the force on the ground as it were. The most lmmediate
characteristic I think of the work undertaken by the Gibraltar
Police Force is one to which reference has alrezdy been nade
and that 1s the very wide variety of the worik undertaken by
them and perhaps it .would not be inappropriate for me to

refer to the various elements of work which the Police Force - - -

_does undertake. Apart from the usual areas of police work we

have marine work which other forces do undertake but by no
means &ll other police forces, community work which is be- .
.coming an increa31ngly prominent element of police work. In.

.Gibraltar we havé the work of the poiice jhlch I think dbrings -

them into very direct contact with the community and bene-
ficlally so when they man pedestrian crossings during the

time the children are ceming to and from school and I think
that is something which 1s obviously & duty which brings thenm
into contact with the public in a very acceptable way. Beyond
that they have two other roles which are by no means, common,

in fact, I'don't believe that I hace coie across them anywhere
else, and one is 1nmlgration and the other one is nrO"ﬂding

the ambulance service, Sir, the police work is a very
demanding form of work, it requires many qualities, it desls
with all facets of 1life, it calls for tact, ‘it calls for firm-
ness, it calls for discretion, it calls for courage, perser-
verance and it calls for compassion. I think that when all is
said and done the fact of the matter is that the most important
side of work which the police deo snd the work which ultimately
the police are really concerned with,kis that of law enforcement’
and on this occasion I would lixe, if I may, tc make some
comments on what I see &s respective roles of the police and of
those othei bodies which are involved in law enforcement end
perhaps to underline my view and I think it is the established
view, of thz police role. Law enforcement falls into three
recognisable elements.' The first is the task of investigating
and deciding whether or not to commence prcceedings for an
offence. The second is the task of prosecuting the offence
before the courts and the third is the task of adjudicating

as to whether or not an offence has been committed. The first
is primarily the role of the police, the second primarly my
role and the third is a matter for a judge and Tfor & jury. I
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think if I can underline whau is a moss important principle
that while l“ﬂyere me dvise the pclice on the investigation
and on the charging of pePSOﬂs for offences, I think it is
essential to the eventual due administration of justice that
at the end of the day if a police officer decides that an
investigation .warrants layingz an ‘information and saying: "I
.believe this charge should be brought™, ultimately he should
bé free to'do so. Thereafter wnat happens may indeed be a
matter for the Lew Ofrficers and of course it will come under
the ultimate review of the covris. But I think that is a
most izportant Drlncip‘e to establish that up until the time
that n”oceeclngs are instituted d police officer is an offigcer
of the la¥% in his own stead and is free to vindicate his judge-
ment by laying en information. Sir, I don't want to dwell un=-
duly on that side of police work. 'I would like to say if I
mnay that in m¥y ezperlence the police force of Gibraltar is
" most ably led by a senior cadre but equaily the men of the
.police Torce and the women of the police force who undertake
the caily police work are of a noticeably sble calibre and it
is a2 great pleasure to pe associzted with them. There are two
features of police service in Gibraltgpy which I think should
not be lost sight of and which shoulé be valued. One is the’
close contect which they have with the community and the other
which arises from the variety of work that I have already
referred to, is the element of versatility and I cannot but
-, fezel that in Givraltar's ‘circumstences versatility is a most
desirable atiribute. I think both of these aspects of police
werk in Gitraltar are very well depicted in the commemorative
stamps which were issueé to mark this occasion. Those stamps
show very clearly how closely the police forcé works with the
community. and how wide a range of work it undertakes. It is )
impossible to see into the future, Sir, but I believe the
Police Force will have many more similar anniversaries and I
would like to be able to predict what the commemorative stamp
in the next anniversary are able to lllustrate as being the
rznge of work undertzke by the Police Porce. I wish them
meny more such anniversaries and I take great.pleasure in
associating myself with the remarks that haye been made.

| EON VAJOR R J PELIZA:

I, too, would like to asssociate myself with the words of praise
for our Force. I'think they have a very difficult task in a,
small place like Gibraltar and sometimes we take a lot ol
thirgs that they do for granted. I think if we have a good
public o*der in Gibralter of whieh- I think we all feel so
proud asnd which I think also impresses our visitors, I think
we owe a good deal of that to our Givraltar Police. As a
child end as I gravup one thing I was never afraid of in
Gibraltar was a policeman. I saw him as my friend and not as
a chap wno was going to some and take me to.jail. I feel that
gene: a;’y the attitude in Gibraltar, and I must say equally in
Greaet Eritain, is precisely that. -“e policeman 1s your friend
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-friend or even a

and that perhaps is one of the greatest things that we have
inherited from the police in the United Xingdom. Our
standards, and I have every-opportunity of comparing it -
since I come and go, I thirk our standards certainly are no
lower than those- of the United Xingdom, with the added advan-
tage here that you realiy. know your policeman in this place,
he is either related to you or he is your friend or sometime
before you have seen him ané spoken to him. This, of course,
maies his task al)} the more difficult in that whilst being
sfriendly he has got to be firm and that is no easy tasx when
under certain circumstances they have to use force sgainst a
member of -his family. 3Becaise of that I
think we should give them gll the greater preise for the
important function they play in our small community. One

" thing that I would like to see changed, perhaps after the

150th anniversary, is the name., I would like to see only
"Gibraltan» Police" with the "Force" bit onitted because it
gives the impression of the use of force -~ Gibraltar Police
Force = and I wonder i whoever is responsible for that could
give some consideration to calling our police the Gibraltar
Police and not the Gibraltar Police Force. I do not know if
that is the official title that they have but certainly that

is what they say in the leaflet. There are others who say it
should’ be the Royal Glbraltar Police. Obviously, I do not
think that in this House, I imagine, we 'are anybody to re-.
commend that.titlz but perhaps again, somewhere, somebody
might be able to make the suggestion. I understand that this
is the only Police Force in the whole of* the British Common-
wealth now which deces not have the préfix "Royal"., If this is
s0 perhaps we have a strong case to make that possible. I am
not suggesting that the House does it but there are people in
this House who may take note of that and perhaps see if. .this

1s possible. "It might be too late for this occasion,.I do not
know, but be that as it may, I think my sentiments are expressed
and. in doing so I myself feel that this change should perhaps be
carrind out for the enhancement of our Police Force. One of the
great things that we sell as a British people to our colleagues
. 1,000 miles away in the British Islands is our Bobtby. The mere
\fact that they see the police in Gibraltar which are almost
identical if not identical to that of the United Kingdom puts
them at ease which is something perhaps they do not feel when
they go to other countries where the attitude of the police 1is
different, where the general belief is that they use much more-
authority than weare used to with our own police. I think this
perhaps is an occasion when very rightly a motion has been
introduced in this House to commemorate the 150th anniversary
and.I certainly will support the motion.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, it would be idle of me to repeat all over again
what has been said sbout the Police with which I entirely
agree. I have been connected with the Police Force pro- -
fessiorally the first 15 or 20 years of ny life very closely
particularly during the difficult ésys of the evacuation and
so on and I was able to see how helpful they were during that
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time and throughout after. I will just mention three aspects
of the Police WO“x which have not beer mentioned. The fiprst
ong is the fact that the Gibraltar Police Porce is part of . *
Interpol which helps in the overall Getection of theft and
Dz rulculchy in the traffic of drugs which in turn requires,
tc0, in the day to day running of the 1nvnst1gau10n depart-
rent an element of scientific study and knowledge in order to
be able to pearticularise and identify drugs quickly for prose-
cution. The third aspect 1s one which has been introducsd in
the last few years and which has a very good and salutary
eflect particulariy on young people ané that is the appointment .
of community constables in big housing estates and areas whers
. & consiable is identified with that area and is like the village
bOLDJ in the sense that he is there always availsble to give
aav ce and to kelp and to soften. up any problems that may arise.
I think we should be proud of the fact that new no post in the
"Police Force is unavailable to the Gibraltarizn if he is worth
his salt, that the bulk of our officers are locel people and
that we hope that in the future the Commissioner will also be
Trom our gwn. That is in no way any zspersion on. the fact that
reople-do have to come from abroad from time to time but it is
also an incéication of our abllity to be able to hold the higher
posts in the Government and in the punlic service which the
Government renders. Therefore, I think that on the whole it is
very eppropriate that the police should be celebrating ‘the 150th
srniversary aznd that this House ehould take the op’oortunlty o;f.‘
ongrauLWauing them. .

¥R SPEAKER:

Iz ;here are no other contributors I will call on the mover to
reply.

HOX 2 J IS0IA:

¥r Speaker, this is one of those occasions where, thankfully,
the mover doesn't have to say much in reply. I think all I
hzve to say is to abree with all the sentiments that have been
expres sed and commend the motion to the House.

MR SPEAKER:

To the extent that I am entitled to do so may I associate my-
self with the fee“i“bs of the House.

Spezker then nut the question whlch—uag resolved in the
irgative and the rmotion was accordingly carried.

HON P J ISCLaA:

ake er, I have the honour to move the second motion
rg in my name which is that: "This Fouse calls on the
.ent to improve upon its plans for new housing as
& in the eslection zmanifesic of the governing Party
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and at -the meeting of this House oh the 26th of Februsry,
1980", I do not propese, Mr Speeker, this motlion will have
such a peaceful pass*“e 8s the last one although I hope it
will. It is couched in general terms, Mr Spealer, beczuse

on this -side of the House we are certainly very distressed
with the fate of houging and we have talked about development
generally and I don't think I heve to talk about that in this
motion. We consider, and I am sure that Government does, that
housing is the most important priority in our community. With
a housing waiting list of 1800 which may now have gone down as
the result of the allocations at Veryl Begg Estaie Jjust before
the election, may be less, but still with a very large housing
waiting 1list, the housing targetis set by the Government are
just not good enough. In the election manifesto, I mention
both in the motion, because certainly there is a slight con-'

. Tlict it may be explained,but in the election manifesto the

Government sald or the governing party said that they had
plans to build 120 new and sbove 80 modernised housing units
between 1680 and 1982 end further plans for further housing.
with the highest priority for this most imporitant aspect ol
our social progress. Mkr Speaker, I don't mind télling you
that we used this figure, obviously,in our election campaign
and saild that this was very poor and I think this did cause an
impression among the people to whom we spoke. I think people
were alarmed at the low target'set for itself by the Govern-
ment in a period of two years. In-the inaugural session of

, this House the Chief Minlster uuttlng forwvard Government's

policy said that-within the coming financial year which would
be 1980/81 they hoped to finalise the construction of 66 units
and commence work on a further 150 units Tor completion by
1982. That is why I opened by saying that I referred to both
of them because what was said in the House seems to be - anéd I
hope I will be corrected if I am wrong ~ seems to be a great
improvement on what was sald in the election manifesto of the
governing party and if that is so then I am sure that this
nust be because the governing party found during their elec-~
tion canpaign the concern there was at the lack of progress in
housing in Gibraltar or for some other reason. Butit does seem
to be a significant upsurge, if I may put it that way, on the
election manifesto of the governing perty. As Ifar as woderni-
sation is concerned, we have expressed our doubts about moder-—
nisation and how far it is in fact interfering with the con-
struction of new housing snd thls is something I am sure we
will talk about at the Budget session. At the moment the pur~
pose of this motion is purely and simply to try and get Tronm
the Government a commitment st this stage for new housing and
to complete the housing programme already in the Development
Programme, to make speclal efforts to complete it within the
development period and it looks very dif icult from what I can
see from the expenditure there has been under the Improvenent
and Development Fund for the first two years of the aevclop~~
ment programme of 1978, it is going to be an extremely hard
job for the Government to fulfil -its targets for housing as
stated in that Development Programme. M¥r Speaker, what I
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would like to see is that we get told whether this scheme,
beczuse the 1982 completion is under the new development
orogramce which startis zt the end of 1981, it should start
at the end of 193) and what we would like to see is to have
en explanation, an explanation of what are the Government
targets in housing, dc they consider that they can no longer
fulfil the target they set themselves in the 1978 development
programee for completion by the end of the programme? Are the
new figures that have been set out less than those in the
developrent programme? Does the Government not consider the
target that hds bes=n sét for new housing in Gibraltar for 1982,
in other words, two years hence, are ruch too low and what are
" the reasons for setting such low targets? The Government
announcement for new housing must make depressing reading for
. thos¢ in the housing priority list. We would have thought
that there would be ambitions and bold planning of new housing
‘to give those people in the housing priority- list some hope of
getting 2 house within a reasonable period of time. lr g
‘Speaxer, I think that is all I would like to say in provosing.
this motlon.. I would certainly 1like to hear what Goveranent
plans are and I would lixe to hear encouraging noises that the
low targets set arz in.fact going to be uplifted radically.

¥r.Speaker proposed the question in the terms of.the Hon P J
- Isola's motiomn. ' )

HON ¥ X PZATHIRSTONZ:

Xr Speaker, one is always willing as far as possible to im-
prove on whatever plans one has but the obvious position that
has to be taken into account is two-~feld, firstly, the supply
of money available and, secondly, the labour capacity to - '
actually. do the work even if the money is there. We have, as
we have stated, & number of on-going schemes and these in
aprticuilar are White 3tores, Tank Rarmp, Lime Xiln Steps

Przce 1 and Navael Hbspital Road. These are schemes which are
> 2t the moment on-going and will be finished before 1982, in .
zany instances they will be finished before the end of 1981
anc in some instances they will be finished this actual year.
Then there are of ccurse the schemes that will be started this
year ard shoulé finish within 18 to 24 months and that is why
we nave said, this is what our programme is up to 1982 and
they includée Catalan Eay, St Jago's, St Joseph's, Tor which the
ter,dars have just besn given, Flst Bastion Road for which the
tencer should be given Zazirly shortly, Lime Xiln Steps Phase
14 which has jist started, Roaé o tihre—Eines and Castle Ramp.

This will provide the approximately 150 further units that ’ S

will be ready by 1982. 7This does not preclude that Government
has other plans to continue, improve and enhance the housing
prograrme. Vhen we sizrted the 1978-81 development programme
we nad tc go to the ODA with suggestions of schemes that we
would like to put into effect and the situatior at that point
was that these were ebsolutely schemes in the alr, there was
rothing other than the projected sites prepared, there were no
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plans, no working drawings nothing whatsoever, For the next
development programme we are in a much happier.positicn. Ve
already have plans and in many instences worxing drawings
ready so that once we can discuss the question with ODA, if
we get further support from them as we trust we shall, there
will not be a tremendous period of time while we are getting
the working drawings ready, while we are getting the Quantity
Surveyors works done, all this will be absolutely ready and
so we will be eble to push 'straight into the new schemes.
This, I think, is an obvious improvement on the further plans
but of course it is in the next development programme and I
‘do not want to -commit ourselves too fully in this at the
moment. I can only say thet with the mementum we have at the
moment we will as promised get our 66 rinalised and our 150
further housing, 150 plus actually, further housing done by
1982. That will give us about 212, 220 houses ~ 100 a year -~
which I d&o not think is a very bad effort.

HON CHIEF MINISTER: -

Mr Speaker, I am sorry that the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition has thought 1t necessary at this first meeting of
the House 'to bring this motion. It is interesting that if in
fact our electoral programme had promised something and I had
said something less, I would have been accused of having
promised something that I couldn't perform but in fact what

we did in our electoral manifesto was to be perfectly honest
and made an assessment of the 'situztion at the time when it
was drafted which as time has passed has been possible to im-
prove and in fact the number of units in totsl by 1962 1s 218
as I have just seen because sometimes schemes meke it possible,
What did we say in the manifesto? I quote: YHousing: This
must be a continuous concern of any Government and desplte.tihe
fact that inflation has caused havoc with building costs, we
have plans to build 120 new and atout 80 modernised housing
units between 1580 and 1982 and further plans are under study

. for further housing with the highest priority for this most
‘\important -aspect of our social progress”. These were facis of

what we have done and a promlse as to that. What did the DPEG
say sbout housing? I guote: "We will also dedicate ourselves
to the acceleration of the existing housing programme so that
i1t is brought up to date. Ondy by sn embitious reclamstion
programme can we have a site on which a ‘large housing estate
ané associated amenities can be built!. That was a bit of a
pipe dream because there are not many avsilable sites for re-
claiming that are not already earmarked Tor other priorities
too but, in fact it is less Tfair even to have put this motion
and to mention that they are not satisifed with what I have
said at the House of Asdembly. I said: "Our energies and
resources should be primarily devoted and foremost among these
will be housing. The main element in the last development
programme was educatién, before that it was housing .anéd it is
to that problem that we will now once again attach the highest
priority™. Further on I said: "Within the coming financial
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ar we hcepe to finalise the construction of &6 units and-to
mrnence work on a further 130 units for completion by 19824
Evsn those figures rnow zre betterzd beczuse instead of being
150 it 1is 153. So instead of overstating the situation I was
trying tc¢ be as cautious as possible in order not to be told
that we were promising what we couldn't deliver. Then I put
into thei speech precisely what is in our manifesto: “We pro-
00Se to make tq° construction of further new housing one of .
the main issues in our proposzls Tor the next aevelopment pro-
greamme. The bulx of social urhappiness in Gibraltar derives
from inadequate housing and we are .confident that che Govern-—
ment will recedive genersl support for its decision to make
further stostantial 'inroads into the problem". But instead of’
getting that general support we get this perhaps in the hore
that unless we do that we are not going to build housing
because earlier today the Honourable Leader of thes Opposition
szid that if ne Goesn't oring a question every time there is a
Xeeting of the House of Assembly we won'’t have electricity.
ell, he is living in cuckoo land or he needs an electoral
campaign to go round and findéd out for himself what the position
is. Ve in this Party do not need to go round the districts in .
. €lectoral campaigns to find out the sgituation, we kaow it be-
cause we live v, y near it and we live with it all the time.
Zherefore Y thi this motion is rea2lly very ill-timed, un-
Justified, ur;__r and not wearranted. The other thing which we
must take into account when we speak atouit resources as the
¥inister for Public lorks menticned, we have an on-gding plan
of’ other priorities of great importance. - The school which has
at last got off ubd ground which I think the contract is going
to be signed tomorrow morﬁirg, ceremcnlally I hope, which is
going to t2 more uh&n £34m, That is an on-going vroject. Then
there iz taa 30“* Develosnent Programne and within all those,
thzt is why s said that our foremost opriority will be housing
and we have 1a much more and promised less in the sense that
we have said tht we would do wnhich was less than in fact we
&gre going to do, already at the first meeting of the House, ‘I
thirk this motion “Eallj does not only call for being defeated
.tut it also calls Tor it to be amended and I am pr03051ng an
_.;nurnnt now and I am rnot tryirg by tnab asendment ito exalt
5 but to taze note of ube situation because it is very.
e“<' fcr a motion to say “that this House urges and calls on
the Government ¥ but ths Goverament is here 211 the time. The
Zmendment is to deleste all the woras at'ter "This House! and
stitstitute the following: "notes the vlans’ for new housing
ennocun:ced in the electlon manifesto of the GLP/AACR and at the
neeting o the House on the 23th of February, 1980, endorses
the goverum=nt's inteub_ona to rake uhe provision of additional
1 the next Duvelonment Pro-

ncouses by being at i all the time and by doing the very best
of what is being don A lot has besn said sbout modernisation.
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namme = aﬁnu“ icement oi the Govern-

eni'z & i Tt the matter in its proper
pevspect 2 to an attempi agaln at
creating in & very sensiiive area ideas that by movions you can
tuilé houses. EY motions you do not build bouges, you build

11, I know that we have had @i

Gifficuliiez on modernisation
and I would like tc scy that it requireh a considerable asmount
of courage to carry on.with modernisation becmuse it is un-

popular in nany ways, it delays the overall housing progress
hut what we could not envisapge for the future is a slum
Gibralter in the middle with houces dilgpidating ana coming
down and in the peripbery big blocks of new Tlats. Thht I
don't think future generaticns would feel very well ithat we
had sllowed the state of scme of the housing districtiy
Gibraltar tc deteriorzie and not do something about tren.
Modernisation has got a number of wvirtues. We knew that we
were in for a labour intensive scheme which was slow but on
the other hand we needed to put a little pride into neigh-
bourly housing and so on a&s in fact you already have in Flat
Bastican Road and the fact that not everybody wants to live in
a huge housing estate, there are still peopie who want to 1ive
in a reasonably modern flat in a neighbourhcod where he cr she
has lived all his or her life ‘and there is a lot 4o be sazid
for the fact thaet as you go round and you see modernised
houses you feel that it is a continuation of the old Gibreltar
unéer modern conditions apart from, ol course, new housing as
and when sites can be obtained. Really, I do not think that
it is fair that we should et this very-first ,..et.tvnb whers in
fact already it is shown that the'figures gilven in our mani-
festo have been improved that there should be an attemst to
belittle the statement.which I .made which entirely complies
with the manifesto and that is that we were going to make
housing our top priority. If, after a little time we had pro=
duced nothing or we had produced sonefning .very poor then of
course it would be right and prcper for the Opp051uion tc have
criticised it and in faect they can do what they like but in
fairness 17 ih fact there is goirng to be.that spirit which was
mentioned earlier by Mr Eossano and which was apparently well
received by the Leader of the Oppesition ebout cooperation and

- so on, it seems to me a very negative attitude at this very

first meeting to try and belittle our efforts in this respect

-particularly, as I say, when in fact we are going to improve

slightly.- on our promise gnd we have made a ;irm determination
and at very great cost as it will ‘e seen because not cniy are
we carrying bouainb as part of the cuvc;on.ept Draﬁrcmrc Tut

the Government is going to me a big inroad inio its Tinances

in order to build Louses beyond whaztever we cuan get from the
development programmes in the next developmént programne which

we hope will nqt be disappcinting That,.of course,,still

remains to be argued but as the Minister for Public VWorks said,
- we now have the advantage of having had the set-up end the

impetus which was given-again another thing which was a rost
unfalr remark which was made in the elections about the Tact-
that all the contracts were going out because there was &n
elecciion. I had =2 list made at the time to see how the con-
tracts had come through and how in fzci 1t so happened thet
becsuse Wr Xiberras went and because there was a general elec-

.tion the. contracts came out at the same time &nd I therefore

feel that the best way in which tkhis House can reflect the
true feelings of the people who voted for the majority of the

ALACR %o stand in Government, is by putiing the amendment which,

I comxnend to my colleagues.
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Xr Speaker p“opo ed the guestion in the terms of the Hon the
.Chief Linister s orendment. . ,

EON P J ISOIA:

This i1s an extraordinary amendment, Mr Speaker. Here we are
1579/80 veing asked to endorse s dEV°loonent programmne which

is to comnence in 1931 when the ex;sting developrent.programme
has some £1Lm unspent and the Government asks us to say: "“Look,
forzet etout what you say about building more houses now, for-
get about all that", and chegr everybody up saying that we note
their plans for 198G/81 the next development programme, I.hope
the GLP/AACR manifesto wasn't referring to housing after 1981,
that it was referring to housing now. Is tle noting of their
plens an admission by them that there is no hope left for the

. present develcpment prograwrme end for housing targets to be
achieved? Let me say why this moticn was put now, we are
accused of unfairness in it. - It was put before the Budget
uelloerauely, to maxe sure that housing was in the forefront

of trhe Government plans for next yezr. And why was this done?
A very'simple resasson, Wr Speaker. The Government said in 1979
that it would spend £3m on housing between 1979 and 1980. We
had vur guestion answered Jesterday that they spent just over
one third of that money, £1,163,423 and tn complete the pro-
grazmme you need another £3, 893 003. That's another nearly £6m
just'on housing alone if they are going to complete their tap=~
get for housing by thz end of 1681. Anré they are asking this
House now in an arv“utent to endorse uheir proposals to make
housing not the main priority, which it should be' having
regard to the Fact that they failed misersbly in the new
housing required in Gibraltar, -not the main priority but one
of the mein priorities. If the metion had said "endorses the
Governmént's intention to make the provision of additional

. housing its main priority in the next development programme
and looks forwerd", well, alright we would support that moivion.

L you want to tzlk about what is going to happen after 1981,

lright, we will talk about it now. We are more concernea coes

N

Y2 'SPRAKER:

If an amendment-ls going to be made which is going to be
ecceptable, let us éo it now.

I think that this may have bben"Véﬁy‘~uicx drafting ovexr lunch
crid thersfore it is not intended to dilute in any wey what I
said on both occasions. They have talked gbout "its main

priority". If the nonouraole Kember will allow it I will now
amend 3% technically without having en amendment to an amend-
ment moved by another meroer of my Party.
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HON P J IsOla:

Yes., let it be moved, Mr Speakera

- MR SPEAXER:

Let us move it so that we do things properly. Let us have a
Member of the Government proposing an amendment to the armend-
ment. '

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
It will be moved by the Hon Mr Abecasis.

. HON I ABFCASIS:

40N P J ISOILA: .

Mr Speaker, I propose that the words '"one of" between the

‘words “housing'" and “its" in the fifth line be deleted.

My Speaker put the question in the terms of the.non I Abecasis’
anendment to the amendment which was resolved in the affirma-
tive and.the amendment to the amendnent was accordingly passed.

i
!

May I say, Mpr Speaker, how aelighted I am thet we have made

-

HON CHIEF MINISTER:.

yet.

progress to the extent of gevting Government to agree thet in
the next aevelopment programmne housing °hould become the main
prlority.

o

If the Honourable Member will give way. I think it is a most
unfair way of conduculng business. We said this 'in the mani-
festo *"i{ts main priority". We soy this in the speech andé now
we have changed it because Nr Isola has spoken. Ee 1s not God

\
HON P J ISOLA:

Well, L am glad that thet at least has been cleared up.but, Nr
Speaker, I would@ iike your guidance as to whether we cen vote
on this and then vote on nmy motion, my motlion disappears, does
it not, if we sgree to this amendment?

MR SPEAKER:

. . .
I will read you exactly what Erskine l¥ay says on this one.
MThe object of an amendment may be either to modify a question
in such a way so as to increase its acceptablility or to
present to the House a2 different proposition as an alternative
+o the original question. The laitter purpose may be effected
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by moving to omit all or most of the words of the question
after the first word "that' and to substitute in their place
other words of a 4different import. In that case the debate
that follows is not restricted to the amendment but includes
the purpose .both of the amendment and of the motion both-
ratters being uncer the consideration of the House as an
alternative proposition”. If we.go on to page 378 it says:
"In case of amendmrents of this type the proposal of the ques~:
tion "That the amendment be made" effectively places before
the Eouse two alternative propositions contained in the motion
ané in the armenément résnectively, between which the House Has
to meke a prelimineary cholce before deciding finally to agree
to either of them. Consequently, if the question "That the
amendment be made" 1s agreed to, this vote does not by itself
express a declsion against the motion, but only a preference

.. for ta¥ing a decision upon the alternative proposition con-

tained in the amzndment. When, however, the main question, as
ame 2&ed, 1s agreedto, the oriﬁinnl motion .may be regarded as
hav:Ln5 been negatived by implication”. .

HON P J ISOL&:.
Mr Speaxer, fron what I gather we have to vote against this
and then vote for it afte rwa“as.

MR'SPSAKER:

If you so wisn yes, but you can voie in favour of both. My
guty is $o place'une amendment ,” have a vote orn it and then to
put the rmotion as amended to the House again’ even though it.

" reads exactly che socre.

HQN P J IS0L4s . f

well, Yr Speaker, gs I suid, the motion before the House is
ents rﬂ’y different to ithe one rmoved and as .amended now if we
can say at least that in the next development brogramme .
housing will be the Governmant's main priority then at least
one can say that there is som et ing vositive, we have
committed the Government to ms housing its main priority
in the next developrent prozra: ng_nm said that, I have
1o sxpress great concern that whet the Jovernment have in
fact done by ihile amendrent is to push the problem unQEﬂ the
carcet, to get the peoples of Givraltar to fornet their failure
to fulfil what they seid they would fulrfil and they said with -
confidence in April, 1573, zné I was surprised to hear ithe
vinigter for Public Vorks saying that t*e‘ﬁihistny of Overseas
Develcomzat were saying: 'Well, all you have got are schemes
put you. pave got no plans anéd yeu have got nothing else", I
was very surprised to hear that because it was -in April, 1978,
during the buaget session two years ago, when the Onpos*tion
cuestioned the Chief uinister as to its ability to spend the
£1im to pe granted by the British Government and the £8m from’
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‘prefer to hear at budget time the Government's plans to com-

local funds, £22m, when we questioned him on thati the Chief

Kinister then said: ™"Well, we now have our esiablishment in

the Public Works Department right up to strength, we are

ready %o go and I can tell the liouse that we will spend the ' .
meney", and two years later we huve the Minister for Public
Works now telling us: "Don't worry, we have got. our plans

for the next developrment brogramme and we will spend it then"..
Of course they have got thelr plans for the next development
programie. The next develooment programme, kr Speaker, is
going tc be mainly completing the present development pro-
gramme because the Government has spent, as we heard in an.
answer to a question, they have spent £6.6m in 2 years out of
£22m and again we have to spend in one year: double what they
have swent in two years to complete the programme. So having
swept tne programme under the carpet and got everybody to for-
get it they say: "Don't worry, fellow citizens, forget this
development programme, the next one we are going to maXe
housing the main priority. And of course you will believe us
when we say that because after all look at our reccord". 4and .
then if people look 2t their record then they will get worried

about whether they cen in fact fulfil snd deliver in the next

: development programme. This amendment, Mr Speaker, is really

an attempt on thke part of the Government to get the public to

forget our development programme, the present one, and juat CR
think of the next one ané this is why we have a problem be- .
cause of course we want hou51rg as the main priority. In the '
arendment they are only asking us to note their plansz and .
therefore if' they ask us to note their plans for the develop-~

ment programme, well, we note them. They do not ask us to

apnrove thelr plans because then we would have to say no we

don't because we think that their targets sre s.bh;éd very low .

indeed. They Just asX us to endorse their intention %o make

the provision of additional housing the main priority, well,

that we do and look forward to an early announcement of the
Government's detailed plens. However, frankly, we would much

plete the existing development programme. v
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

If you had waited until budget time ana not rushed inuo this
motion you would ‘have got it.

HON P & IS0ILA:

lr Speaker, the purpose of this motion was preclsely to ensure |
that the Government hed nousing in the forefront of their minds
when it cams to the budget and what Government is doing is )
telling us; "Forget the uncomfortable ycar that exists
between now and 1581, forget that. Ve will get over it and we

will say something in the budget and explain abcut what the

¥inister for Public Works has been telling us, high costs and
all the other problems, no labour and everything else and let
us think of the future, think of 1981 and we will announce

great things for 1981%. Well, alright, Kr Specker, we have to
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vote against the amendment to start with because. that means -
elizinating our.motion which we think is much more down to
earih and much more constructive, “we have to vote against the
arendment because it eliminates our moticn but oncée our motion

. 1s completely eliminated then we will vote for the second best

‘on the amenément oe..cre the House.

Jbut i

which is that they are gzoing to make housing the top priority
in the next development programme and they are going to
announce their detailed plans very soon because the motion
szys “and looxs forward to an eurly announcenment", and ss it
is the Chief Xinister who moved the amendment we can only
assume that there is to be an earLJ announcement of the next
aer=lonnent programme and tnat is how I see the game.

HOIl A J CANEPA:

Yr Spea knr, I had not intended to oartic1p“te in uh*s debate
3t having “eagrd to what has hzppened at this first meeting
T the new session of the new House of Assembly, ‘I think per-

o
rgps I spould not allow this opportunlty to go by without
maxing some gerneral remarks prior to having something to say |
I think we are heading,
¥r Speaker, in this House for a gredt deal of acrimonrs in
fuiure meetings. I ssy that, not because of the actual .
criticisms which we are having but with the menner in which
that criticism is beingllevelled in partieular by the Leader
of' the Opposition. The Honourable Mr Bossano said earlier
today something about the political formastion of the Leader
of the Cp0051t10n being ai“ferent to his own formation. I -
think that the politicazl formation of the Leader of the
Cpensition” 1s also different to mine. I 8o not believe that .
politics is &« game, I.do not believe that polities is
necesserily a dirty game. I belisve that there are certain
st ndards of eihics thst can be maintzinasd in politics and I
Hav= tried to Go that myself during the eight years that I
have teen a Mexber of this House and I am certainly not going
to allow myself now, over the next L years, or, please God,
cver the many more ysars that I intend to be a lHember of this-
House provided that I gel the support of the people of
Clnraltar, to allow my standards io be lowered to the level
of those of the Lesder of the Opvosition. I think it is gbout
time that at ;hls -irst meeting of tho House we should issue
some timely warni to the
on this way we are goinz to ve in for big trcudle in Gibraltar
and 1%t is not going to do the good-name of this Hcuse or of
politics in Gibraltar in the eyes of the electorate any good,
the Fonoursble Nembers opposite want trouble they will
get trouble and in the knowledge that;;g~§our years time we
are goznﬁ to-beat them again « « ¢ 4 o o Tt

b

Xemoers opposite that if they carry.

-

KON A J CANEPA:

Yes, Mr Spedker. ILet the Honourable Leader of the Opposition
keep that in mind because if he wants to carry on being the
prima-donna that he has been for the last two days let him
carry on but we are not going to tae things lying down.

HON P J ISOLA:
Mrmﬁpeaker,_liwant to ‘make a point of order. Is it in order
for the Honourable Member to threaten this side of the House?

MR SPRAKER:

T don't think that the Hon Member was threatening.

HON A J CANEPA: : :
I am not threatening, Mr Speaker, in a physical manner, I anm
just saying that they are going to get as gooé as they give,

if not better. Coming to the motion, Mr Speaker. At the very
Tirst meeting of GCouncil of Ministers, havirng Jjust Yeen
appointed and been given nzw rcsp0usibilities over and gbove
what I myself already had, namely, Economic Developmeni, I
formally proposed to my colled ues in Council of kKin tisters

that we should make housing the main prlority in the next
development programme, in fact, the wmain priority of Govern-—
ment policy. I said that we should allow no consiueratlons

to stand .in the way of that, that no matier how cOstly the
vuilding of new flats was becoming, £L40,000 per housing unit
that if anything had to suffer as 2 resul of the need to e“ﬂ—
mark funds for housing, that we should allow something to
suffer. That if there had to be slippage that there sghould be
slippage in other areas of the development programme ané not

in housing. I think that that proposition was accepted by my
colleagues at that first meeting and hence the  statement which
the Honourable Chief Minister made at the opening mceting of
the House. The Leader of the Opposition has said thet he moved
his motion so that housing would be in the forefront of the
Government's policies with an eye to the budget. Ve have been
working on the estimates, lr Speaker, for the last month. Ve
did not have to come to the House today to b zsked tc put
housing in the forefront, The Estimates of Expenditure are
ready, the Estimates of Expenditure in the Improvezent and
Development Fund have been approved by Kinisters and they are
now ready to be circulated in due course and housing has been
given the priority which it merits before notice was ever
given of this motion at this meeting of the House. We are
sensitive, Mr Speaker, to the housing needs to the people of
Gibraltar. I myself have never enjoyed particularly good
housing conditions, I have always lived in & district of
Gibraltar where housing conditicns have been none too good
Perhaps members of my family have suffered from the poor
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housing concditions which heve been a feature of 1life in
Gibreltar for some decades, perhaps, to a greater extent,

then the families of many of the Honourable Members opposite.’
I have lived the probler and I continue vo live the problem
and therefore I am very sensitive to it. We are honest about
the way that we conduet our business. It was clear in the )
election campaigpn that in the eyes of the people of Givraltar
housing continued %o be the main social priority. We had to
give in the last and in the current development programme
priority to education because there was also a crying need
for a new comprehensive school and unfortunately the building
of that school has been somewhat delayed but now it is a
reality and therefore once again we can return to the apvroach

of years past whereby housing hzs been the top social opricrity.

Over the years I think that the.number of new hduses built in
Gioraltar has averaged somewhere in the region of 100 or 110
and what we have been .concerned has been to keep that mementum
gving 'in spite of escalating costs. In the Development and

Planning Commission, Mr Speaker, we see proposals, we consider .

proposals for. housing development in the private sector; one

is able. to note for instance that there is a project to build
30 housing units in Gibraltar at a cost of 2750,000 which is
£25,000 per unit yet the lowest tender which the Goveruaent

hzs had to accept, the tender which it has had to accept in
respect of forthcoming housing projects works out at 240,000
per housing unit. Ve are wondering why, why is this, why are
vre having such hizh tenders or is it that there 1s an attitude
on this 'matter which is a fajirly generalised attitude in
Gibraltar thet when it comes to the Government we might as
well DTleece them. Could that be part of the problem, I ask
trhic iouse, as to why we are getting very high tenders which
are not teing reflected in the cost of new housing in the
private sector and this is a matter which we have very much

in miné and it is a matter which we hope to be able to put to
the test over  the next two years. If a scheme that we have in
mind comes up, if we are able to perhaps prove that houses can
be built in Gibraltar for much less tharn the £40,000 per .
housing urit that is being guoted, I think everyone will than
us because we will Tte able to build houses more cheaply and:-
therefore the rents will not have to be as high as they might
otherwise be. But I reject totally, XNr Speaker, any notion of
‘Eonoursble Members opposite that this Government and this Party
do not deel wilh the social, the compsssionate approach that we
have had over the years, that wé¢ do not give housing the prio-
rity that it needs. We have built the houses in Gibraltar over
the lest 30 years, even the houses that were nlanned by the
Eonourable Members opposite and atout which, -unfortunsiely,
there have been problers, nevertheless,—it ls a fact of life
that there are 700 families living in that housing estate and’
when thosz problems are out of the way that will have gone a
long way towards alleviating what would otherwise be an even
more iniolerable problem. 'I *hink it was sensible of the IWBP
administration to take advantage of a very good reclaimed site
Tor that purpose but the fact of the matter is that we came in,

.
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in 1972 and we built those houses and to my miné the only
houses that they were actually responsible for building un-
less I am wrorng, were the ones at Glacis Estate. Vherever
you look around Gibraltiar, public housing has been provided
Sy this-Party and we would noi chanye because we haven't
changed in our basic policiés over the years that is why the
people centinue to return us again and again.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

It was not my intention at all to speak on this motion. I
will try and keep it to a low key so that I am not accused
of trying to create a revolutlon in Gibraltar, ir Spesker.
Certainly, there will be no threaztening on my part. 1 am !
really amazed that the Honcurable linister for Ecohomic
Development, Trade and Lsbour 'and Social Security should
really accuse the Leader of the Cpposition of behaving in a
manner that is not accepted by this House. If it were not
so, Mr Speaker, you would have been the first one to stop *
him. Therefore, one can only say unless we do not accept
you as being a fair Speaker, that my Eonourable friend
must have behaved in a proper parliamentary manner.

MR SPEAKER: ' .

Please do not bring ‘me into this. I will apply the Rules and
Standing Orders of this House but beyond that Members are
entitled to_ conduet their affairs in accordance with their,
best concepts and precepts. : N

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: .

We are obviously operating within the rules and nothing that
has been said on this side of the Eouse has reguired your
intervention, Mr Speaker. . : .

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

On a point of order. If every critlicism that is made of the
conduct of any Member in the course of debate because it is
allowed or rather -because its previous conduct hes tecn
allowed by the ‘Speaker is going to be the responsibility of.
the Speaker and the hallmark of proper conduct, I think the
whole of the Parliamentary system will go to the ground.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

N
¥r Spezker, there is nothing therefore that we have said that
goes contrary to the rules of this KHouse snd I can see now
+that it is the Chief Ninister who is behaving like a prima
dcnna, if I mey say so. First of 811, I think my Honourable
Friend was more than-justified in dbringing forward this
motion at this early stage of this new Government.- It is

v
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rost imporiant that Gibraltar should have & gcod development
programne ant not one in which we have to send money back te

our benefaciors beczuse we are incapvable of spending it. .

That is the position. The Eonourable ¥r Carnepas may not like
that put those are the f'acts and who has been responslble for
‘that, the previous Government no doubt. And who are the
present Government, very much the successors cof the previous
Government and thie same people more or less in charge. 8o
therefore I think that looking at the past history of this

particular Government in their »revious administration I
_thinxz we are very jusitified at this eariy staze in orcder to
e ure that as many houses as possible are oullt that we

uld take it upon curselves to introduce the mouicn that
introduced in this ¥ouse. I think we must be thankful to
our Honcurable Friend, Mr Peter Isola, that through that we
have now the Govarnment fully committed with a .motion to give
" housinyg their first prioriiy. Like my Honcurable Friend I
édon't think that rezlly means all that much, it is the old
carrot being moved Ffurther -away buit it is the'old carrot that
tre paonln never ate ané this is in fact what has happened ’
this s whut my Honourablis Friend was trying -to explain.
s always. tomorrow. and never today. This has been the
terical backzround of the present administration in their
icus COV°anBnta and therefore I think we are very jusii-
i intrcducing the subject in this Eouse. I ‘do not see
-2 M¥inister should get so worked up about this motion.
view he gets 39 worked up because it really reflects .
rfermance o7 the previcus administrations It is gquite
kat over the years they'have.bu‘lt hnuses, no one is
-
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ugpecrting that they haven't, dut it is also cuite true thal

hey-haé the opporiunity of building .more and they didn't and .
his nat we are criticzl of. Ve are entitled to be

riti end I do not zee why we should nave threats from the

ther side purely and simply by introducing that into this
Eouse today. 4L do hope in fact that we do not hear more
threzis like that, we have never threatened the Government in
any way. 1 was very surprised to hear the Ninister who wa
taiking of good Tarliamentary behaviour to, start wa&ﬁng s»ate-
nin which gave Pe the impression that he was behaving in the
very cpposite way that he wsnied us to behave. Nr Speaker, ifT
o looks at the list of 1,6C0 families in the waiting list, I
velieve thut was the figure, it might have incressed, I
think we rave got 1o + that this is an enormous problem.
Wie 5till do not Znow ner me have “he capacity to taild.
Havye we thought gbtou ou1&a*n5 capacity in Cloral ar today?

a7e we allowed the um to aie down so 1lnw that to start
geiting it inils motl :in is §oing te--taxe a leong tine? Ve
foung when we siarie Varyl Zegg Estate it wes not really
the ectual laying of tricks that was the provlem. The
provler was, first o to get the .acceptance of ODA to.
give us the money; s ¥, to get that land which was
extrenely &iZficult cotain; thirdly, to meké suve that we
raé trhe building capacit ‘““hen we went to see the ¥inister
of Steie responsivle for Glb altar the things that the official
told us was that we did not have the cepacity of build and be-
czuse of that tasy were gquite entrenched in not giving us the

i1ig.

.

money. We. had already made our plans. With the help of the
D0E we had already prepared ways und means of turning it over
frof one building to amother so thut the building forzce would
be in Gibraltsr et that time and remszin in order %o czrry on
the building programme with their help ard therefore hecause
we had the plans and we knew that we had the capacity we
could tell at .that time the Minister of Siate that we had the
cupacity. At one stage I nezrly walked ouit because they in-
sisted but eventually they gave W°;, This is the way that
that development programme was started in Gitraltar dbut un-
fortunately we were not re-clected, that was a great mis-
fortune I think, bhecause if we hsd been elected, M»r Speaker,
there would be no dispute then as to who was rsesponsidbie Tor
what with regard tc those houses., But, unfortunately, it
happened. That does not mean to ssy that becsuss we weare no
elected those hOLSea were not really built becausc we gave th
money, we gave the capacity, as you say, to build, we gave i
I, unfortunately, there might heve not been proper super-~
vision, I uo not know what happened, things went wrong
later, that blame cannot be, I think, attached to us. Ve
have alwasy sald that we -wanted an enguiry on that question
and the Government for some unkxnown reason is not presared tc
carry it out. I am not disputing that. Tre other thing thsat
I want %o clear, Nr Speaker, and I am not claiming that we
built those houses, is Glacis. At the time that we took over,
the company that was building those houses went bust and we
had to take over very quiczly and I believe, and I think we
must give praise to the then JMinister for Public Yorks, Jos
Caruana, who was vexy quick off the mark and managed to get
that done in very gquick time. There was no deley there angd
there was no delay either with Varyl Begg. Of that I will
say, we were proud. ~ '

cl- oot
@

MR SPEAKER: . : .
Let us come down to the guestion before the House. We are
dig:essing.

.HOK MAJOR R J\PELIZA:

Mr Spesker, I think.I had ito clear that point., As I said
perhaps those are the two things that mede me stand up. I
we look at the reccrd of the Governme .t, in their building
and the amount of money thet hzs gone psck I think we are
very justified at this stage to try snd pass Tthem ocn. 7
is the role that we have to pley &s the Opposition. I
all want us to come here and look at them and =mile then
think we shall not be performing our function in ithis House,
nor should we be, I thinx, carrying out whot is expected from
those who voted for us and therefore I am extremely surprised
at the attitude ci' the Minister for Economic Developm,nt in
this respect.: I dc hoge, ¥r Qpe"fu-, thut in future meetings
he doesn't get so worked up as he did today when we have a
matter that we wanit to introduce in this iouse whlch we feel
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we.are entitled to whether we ure critical.or we are praising
the Government and there. have been occasions when we-have been
able to agree with the Government but certainly we are not
going to be a rubber stamp of the Government if that is what
they expect us to dos I certainly will not be a rubber stamp
of the Government,
is due and criticise it when necessary. I think on this
occasion criticism is necessary. It is more than justified
if we look at our waiting list, it is more than justified it
we look at the performance, it is more than justified if ‘we
seek the amount of money that is going back which could be
spent in housing and other projects and above all the amount
of money that that would leave in the. economy as well. I
know the Chief Minister said that that is not going to happen

I shall praise the Government when praise .:

" but this. he has said many times before, Mr Speaker, and it has-

happened and many tlmes before he has givenout target dates
which have not been met and so we go on.
.the generator earlier today,:Mr Speaker, and there are

thousands of excuses of why this is not done and this mey bde

so but ithe proof of the pudding is in the eating, Mr Speaker.

If he can deliver I think we accept that he has done a good
Jobe If he cannot deiiver, 1f that Government does not

. deliver I think we are Jjustified in criticising. Therzfore
whilst voting for this motion and I am glad it has turned up

[

this way because now I think it is total commitment by the . -,

Governrent to housing which is absolutely essential Tor the
- well being of the people of Gibraltar since practically the
whole of life formation is in -the home I think it'is No 1
priority and shoulé have been No 1 priority for a long time.

It certainly wes No 1 pricrity in my Government and’ the

resuit is seen in the biggest housing project ever qarried' : f"

out in Gitralctar. The commitment that the Eoncurable Member
hhs undsrtzzen todaJ will be carefully watched by this side

£ .the House and I think in watching the performance we - -shall
oe doing a great good for the people of Gibraltap,’

HOY H J ZALMIT”-f

Nr Speaner, Sir, I'feel that the honourable and Gallant Major

Peliza shoulé not be allowed to get away with or give the
* dimpression to the puviie, to the House¢ and to the-press or

any -other nzws media, that the Government is committed to itsjfj;

nrioritJ in housing as 2 result of the motion introduced to-
day. It is quite clear that the Government is committed in
its politlcal manifesto way back before this motion and as
reiterated by the Honourable the Chief Minister in the
Ceremonial Opening of the House of Assembly on the 28th of
February so it nmust be absolutely clear that whatever the
recult of this motion is todesy *hat it is not that that has
rade Government give housing its first priority. As NMinister
for Housing ard hayving had 4% years experience in housing,
no one in tuis House knows the .consequences of the housing

. situation better than I and I feel that we have gone a long
way and I say this with some pride. It has been laborious

4. for the Government has taken a-number of very important fac-

- tors into mind to do away with the present situation of the
‘ 120,

Ve have-seen it with Jf'

:

e

housing problem. We have actually 1900 applications as.at
the end of February but that does not mesn thst there is a
need for 1900 houses and earlier in answer to a Juestion I
explained that my department was very much involved at the
2resent “time on-the new housing allocetion scheme .which was
introduced and we hope to bte avle to put into effect as soon
as we can, 1t is a laborious exercise, one will have to go

Af( through 1900 applications but the 1500 applications are in

more than one case sometimés duplicated and sometimes-are

- not applications for new housing but epplications for ex-~

changes and my department Is now trying to segregate those
who are transfers,’ in other words, giving up accommodation -
for another protably even similar accommodation but else-

2" where to try and bring . « « « e . : o

MR SPEAKER:

R

We are not going to diversify'this debate as to how %he

" allocation list 1s prepared because we run the risk that if

we' go into that topic then the Members of the Opposition
will be entitled to reply to this and we will be running in~-
to great dlfficulties. .

HON H J ZAMMITT:

I am saying'this, M Sﬁeaken, purely to show that the figuré

-aimed at that by the Government of 253 houses would cut off

a tremendous burden of the housing list. The other aspect
of course which has been done quite silently yet.guite
effectively is on the modernisation where we. have 'bteen giving
houses out according to family requirements which solves a

.problem and I am a firm believer that the possible cancer in

the housing situation today is as & result of the overhousing.

‘MR SPEAKER:
" . That is what I am not prepared to allow you to go into.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

' Therefore, Mr Speaker, when it comes to expendlture ancé the
. number of houses to be constructed I would like to remind
_Honourable Members opposite that the main requirement today

in the housing situation is the building of bedsitters which
solves an enormous amount of problems, particularly social
problems, and creates musical chairs which in most ecircum- -
stances triplicates the number of bedsitters to be constructed
but I would like to say, Mr Speaker, that I reiterate that. I
am not prepared to allow Nembers opposite to get away with the ..
idea that this motion presented by the Eonourable Leader of

the Opposition has in any way convinced us of seleciing our.
priorities. Our priorities were selected prior to the elec=
tion. Kr Speaker, I have no further contribution to make
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other than saying that as long as I am Minister for Housing
anéd I don't xnow how long I will be, I think that I have now

sufficient experience to convince my collesgues that housing ;f'

is to be a priority and it is quite alerming to hear the
Honourable.MajJor Peliza because I remember vivlidly when we

were talking of £2.8m expenditure‘in the Girls' Comprehensive

- 3chool, I said at the time, Mr Spe ker, and I was very much
c“ltlcised even by ithe Teachers’ Assoclation, thet I found it
an intolerable situation if ODA was to have given us £Xm
after we hed selected our priorities whereby housing would be
affected because the lump sum of the Development Ald was going
to a particular school., So I have always. defended that there
is a need for more housing but I must reiterate for planned

* housing not just housing without taking into account what are
* our reguirements and as the Chief Minister mentioned in the

Cc;,mon*al Operiinyg of this House, education did take priority

in the last development programme but we were committed in
our manifesto, we were further commlitted at the opening of
the House and we are committed for the next four years to
give housing top priorlty in our development programme.
Thank. you, Sir.

ECH A J BAYNES:

Xr Speaker, I am glad to. note that the main priérity has ‘been-

glven to housing but I would like to note a discrepancy with
* what the Chiel Minister sald in his speech at the Ceremonial
Cpening. He sald: Wie propose to make the construction of
further new housing one of our nain 4issues in our proposals
for the next development programme" : Wie also heard and it
was confirmed in the Chie? Minister's opening spéech that
zducation was the chiel priority in thée last development pro-.
graime. I.thank the Government for making this clear since,

t was not obvicus from the resulis. I hope therefore that’
Governnent’s priority on this occasion will have some genuine
reaning. I note also the Chief Kinister's statsment + + o .

HOIT CHISF FINISTER

Mr Speaker, if the Honourable Xember will give way.

HOS A J HAYh“S

Is it & point of order, S*r? :

HON CHIET MINISTER:

I am asking you to give way. This morning colleague was
very severely criticised because he was looking at noties of
a technical matter. Already two speeches have been read from
the opposite side. We wouldn't mind normally but if we are

being put to ordsr we should also 4draw attention that speeches j'

should not be read.
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- HON A J BAYNES:

. I am referring to my notes.

MR SPEAKER:

t You may mosf certéinly refer to yoﬁr notes,

HON A J HAYNES:

I note also the Chief Niniste*'s statement at the Ceremonial ’
Opening to the effect that Gibraltar's future depends on our °
youth. I concur wholeheartedly with that statement but it is
also true however that the youth of Gibraltar depend on the
Government Tor their inheritance ana it is for Governmert to
help thém- to help themselves nnd teo show them the way. It is
Government's duty to ensure that the youth of Gibraltnr can
remain in Gibraltar. They can only do this by providin

houses for all Gibraltariasns and Government is failing and
has fajled in its dutJ. Glbraltar's rulu.e depends on our .
youth but Gibraltar's ycuths depends on us for the moment and
Government cannot believe or,understand the statement 'Gib-

.. raltar depends on its youth' if it does nothing for them

today. Gibraltar needs more Nouses, many more houses. The
Government's commiiment, according to the Chief Kinister's

. statement in his speech at the Ceremonial Opening to-the

effect that 65 units will, hopefully, be finalised oy the

end of this financisl year and thi.t work will ©te commenced

on a further 150 units for completion by 1¢82 are not good
enough. I realise thst Government shun responsibility for

" their shortcomings; we have heard it today in relation to the
. power cuts and the accusutions levelled at Government and

they denied them all throughout so I imagine they will deny
any accusations that they have falled in their duty in the
past in the matter of bullding houses and. they will claim-to

" be satisfied with the general progress of housing toazy. But

I nevertheless maintair that the Government's housing record

.:; has been dismal to date, We heard Mr Eossano on a1 earlier

motion advocating a concilistory attitude in erder io achieve-
positive results. I would like to see positive results but I
believe that it is fundamental in crder to have positive re-

sults that an honest approach be taken and in this.case it is
essential therefore that Government accepts responsibility for

their shortcomings in the past and they accept that their pro~
posed plans as per the Chief linister's pronosals are not ‘good’

..+ enough, ~There are, we have heazrd today, 1,900 families on the
- walting list and the pluns offered so fur I must say are

piddling. The probler is not just to hoase those' 1,500
families, it is to house them belore the next generation
starts clamouring for houses. The Honourable MNember moy be
sensitive on the .question of housing but I do not see that his
sensitivity has pushed him from his lethargy. Governrent needs
better and more ambitious housing plans’ to meet the enormous -
demand and they can only improve their plans by increasing
thein efficiency arid by spending the ODA money.
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KR SPEAKER:

If there are no other contrivutors I will call on the Chief
Minister to renly on the amendment to the motion.’ . .

JEOX C iIZF MINISTIR:

I wish I could stand up in the usual way and congratulate the
last speaner on his maiden speech but I am sorry to say 1
.cannot do so. ' First, Decause he was reading most of 1it,
secorndly, because the first part of 1t was part ol his elec—
torai sddress which he had delivered on radio and television
and we were having exactly the szme thing and therefore he
has not teen oriuinaL at all. I em sorry because as I said
at the opening I wish him well in the House but I wish he .
wou;n think a litile more before he. speaks because words like
dismal and so on for a newcomer are a little too strong to
throw at people who have been. trying to do their best for a
long time but, enyhow, I suppose that is the courage of youth
which orie has got to nurture until they come to more mellow
and probably-nore reasonable attitudes.' Anyhow, he has had
his say with which of cgurse we entirely disagree. ' There are
one or.two points that have arisen in the course of this de-

bete that I would like to raise. In the first place, we heard.

the old story of the Honourable Major Peliza about what they
Gid in 1969. Yje have had that many times before. He always
says something that I must draw his attention to. .

HONX MAJOR.R J PELIZA:

If the Honourable Merber will give way.
HGN CHIZF MINISTZR:

I will not give way beczuse otherwise we are going to be late
* for the match. I am not golng to quarrel with what he said.

I think, in generel. terms, I would accept that we have heard
it z0 often but I 2lways have to take exception to one thing
sbout hls administrution having achieved the obtaining ol thé
land where Varyl Eegy Estate is built. Well, it is true to
some extent but what he never says is that £75O 000 in 1969
value ves paid out of ODA funds to the MOD Tor that piece of
lané. £750,000 less at that time that there was for develop=-
marnt in Gibrazltar. He wuzs made to pay for it, he never says
that but he was made to pay for it out of the developrment
prosramme. . ne are novw. in the process to be able to announce
reasonably soon on the much nore important matter on the prine-
ciple of the holding of land in Gibraltar which will be of .
great interest and of great value to the future of Gibraltar -
as a whole, about the holding of land ané the right to hold
lana, on which the Government is very interested and I would
like to say that the Ilonouratle the Attorney-General is doing
excellent work and giving excellent advice on this matter.

izy,

The other point was th's question of having to send money
back. I remember one night on television when the Eonourable
Major Pellza was appearing in letter box and instead of . o
replying to the question thst was put to him he was having a . =~ ° 1.
tirade as he usually does on television with his eyes bulging :
saying that we were going to send £8m back to England which

" we had here standing by. I wonder whether when he goes to=-

morrow or the day after he can take it {for us and avoid the L !
transfer charges of the bank., But there he was, telling the . i
people we had to send £8m back. -Of course, I had to say at o
the next opportunity that that was absolute and utter non-
sense and in fact it is regrettable to see the attitude of .
the Leader of the Opposition to which my Learned Friend re- -
ferred in the way in which he behaves. It is regrettabvle that
the only other person in the history of Gibraltar who has held
the office for a little time should be so irresponsible and
tell the people that we had £8m here which we had to send to .
England. The fact is that some people believed it because he - .
was spending all his time around Gibraltar saying the same ’ . ‘
thing with the loudspeaker and even interfering with people's,

peace day and night that he made some people believe it and

in fact that.is why he got some votes despite the fact that

he is not a resident of Gibraltar.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Is it right for the Chief Minister to introduce new matters
the more so when he dces not even allow me to defend myself
after having said all sorts of uhings about me?

MR SPEAKER P

I was bearing that in mind but no ‘doubt you will have an
opportunity because you will still be able to speak on the
main motion.

* HON CHIEF MINISTER:

- . .

~I was merely talking about the questidn of sehding the money -

back and giving the background of the person who was saying
i ’ ) . ) .

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

That is simply a way of saying, MNr. Speaker, that they daidn't-
spend the money. - He knows perfectly well what it means, it
means that a certain ampunt that was allocated for Gibraltar
was left unspent. It is exactly the same thing in plain
simple language as senaing the noney back. The money hadnot
been used. L. . RS
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HON CHIZF MILISTER: - -, - B ‘

It is, kr Speaker, sheer demagogy end misleading, meliciously
nisleacding, deliherately misleading to get votes and "that is
the only way he ¢éan get himself elected to this House unfor-
tunately for him-time after time not inte Government. VWhat
the Honourable Yr Canepa sald at the beginning of his address
I have tried to poirt out in a different way thls morning and
of course we are not trying to muzzle the voice of anybody.

0T ccurse we know we couldn't if we wanted to but there are
weys of conducting the Opposition speeches and the Opposition
attitude, . ¥r Sossano gave two different aspects of it this
morning ahd he was listened to with great interest and great
conecern. He may not ve right, maybe the Honourable Leader of
the Opposition may be right and by the next four years he may
be able to make it, I don't know, but certainly it is not
conducive to the good name ol this House snd to *he despatch
.of business in a way thut is-in keeping with our traditions.
Certainly, since he became leader of the Opposition and par-
ticularly since the elections he has taken on a mantle which
really is not befitting this Kouse because he attacks every-
vocy, he ridicules everybody, he doesn't give credit to any-
body and therefore he iz bound to come under criticism. T \
loath to have to critlcise Members personally but if this is
the pattern, as ny Honourable Colleague has said, then we’'are
in f'or long sessions and «for not a2 very good impression of
what this House czn give outside. One of the main provlems
that there is tecday with democracy 1s that people do not get
interested or are disfusted with it because of the performance
of people fighting each other. I am not making his words my
own but I have expresssed it in snother way yesterday hecause

I don't think that we are going to make much pregress in that
way. By &ll means 12t the Oppesition carry out thelr duty we
do not wani to interfers. It is rot our fault if we are
elected tipe anc time égain znd they are in the Opposition.

Ve still have to goverh, we still have to live with Opposi-
tiocns bui I hope that this debate will make the Honourable

and Learned Leader of the Opposition think a 1ittle about his
tactics in future.. Yesterday morning we had schoolchildren .
pressnt and he was playing to the gallery. all the time and
this is very improper. I em Just saying that if we are going
to condugt business efficlently and properly we have 1o keep
4o reasonable standards. This is -another indication of -the
irresponsivility of the Opposition, for Major Peliza and the
Honourchle ¥r Yaynes to say that at least they had obtained a
cormitment that housing would be a top priority as a result

of the debate when in fact this iswhat I saild here and this
is what I said in tha manifesto.. The confirmation of our
manifestec on this matter was clearly committed by the Govern-
rent st the first meeting at'ter the taking of the Oath of
Ministers and that is what we propose to do and nothing that
has happened in thils debate changes the matier at all, Earlier
today we were *alking about the top priority Zor electricity.
0f course it has top priority. beczuse without electricity it
is no use having houses, However, these are all inroads into
our resqurces and the resources are limited in many respects
and for many reascne which are beyond our control. Xr Speaker,
I commend the axendmente. .
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" ‘The following Hon Members—voied against: . -

- ¥r Speakex then put the questicn and on a vote being taken
the following Eon kembers voted in favour: .

The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon A J Canepa

The Hon M XK Featherstone

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan

The Hon J B Perez .
The Hon Dr R G Valarino

The Hon H J Zammitt

The Hon D Hull

The Hon R J Wallace

The Eon A J Haynes.

The Hon P J Isola

The Hon A T Loddo . "y
The Hon MKajor R J Peliza oo
The Hon G T Restano . B
The Hon W T Scott

The followihg Hon Members were absent from the Chéﬁher:

The Hon J Bossano .
The Hon Major_F d Delliplan

The amendment of the Hon the Chief Minister, as amended, was

- accordlingly passed.

The Hon P J Isola's motion, as amended, was now before the
House. ’

_HON P J ISOILA:

. Mr Speaker, I have been subjected to considerable fire from

the Government benches, very considerable fire, snd‘I think
it is appropriate .that I should sey someihing.. Pirst of all,
I am surz the HRouse would like to congratulate two Honourable
new Membars who have made malden speechern in,this House. I
am very glad that my Honvurable Colleegue, the Honoursble Nr
Loddo, was heard without any intercuption end I anm sorry, I.
won't say anything more, I am sorry that the Chilef lhinister
thought fit +to bring his guns to-besr on my iHenoursble and
Learned Friend Mr Haynes in his maiden speech in this Housee.
‘I am sorry he did it, it is 21l over, but anyway I would also
like to congratulate the Honourable and Learned r Haynes on
his statement which I think is s scrt of fresh.epproech, a
young person comes along and sces these things aad criticises.
Mr Speaker, the world is made of all kinds and-I' think we have
to understand. A new Kember -of the House, newly eiected,
young generation, possibly a bit of a chip of the old block,
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Yy inter c ted in nousing and, of course, about the situa-
n. Why shoulén't he say so, andéd he did. The 1onouraole
nister for Zconomic Levelopment, Trade and Labour and '
ial Security. Let ms say sometbing about him. I thlnk
is a pity he d'dn t spe ax earlier on in the debate because,
s amended motion ‘making *t its rain priority housing was
bsolutely cleer ani my Honourable snd Learned Colleague
ynes pointed to the considered CGovernment statement made
s Eouse on the 28th February whers it referred to
ouainb and maxing'it one of the mein issues. It didn't say
nhe main isgue, Mr 3peaxer. That wasn't drafted hurriedly.
"One of the main issues in our proposals Tor the next develop=-
ment programme”. The Minister for Economic Development and
the Chief Ninister corplaln and refer to me &s a prima donna.
well, I am not a priradonna because I have been”in this Eouse
and I never fail to reminé my col'eabue, hr Reatano, of the
nurter of years that I have been in this House, I think it is
coming up to 2L,-¥r Speexer, and I have filled this office
beifore but I will admit I have never filled it with as much
support as I do today, electoral support, and support in
numoers in the Houss and that gives me a responsibility in
this Xouse. to those who ‘elected me and I shall be fearless in

ey i
:
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58

éefending those responsivilitics. IT I have 1raured trke sen~
si21v1ules of Henbvers opposite I apologise and I am s»Hrry if
I nave been, psrhe DS, & iittle too strong. 1 am sorry. -But
I hzd tb be strong, kr 3peaker, snd I will continue to be
strong on matters such as thlo._ I think for the Honoursble
Airloue" for Economic Lavelopment to look at my speech now as

omething new is to nisread my history on this side of the
o se *or the last elght years. I have been a prominent
O cposition spoxesman at every budget on the question of
nvf“oasent on the cuestion of s’lnp""e, on every single
Tuiret- oe“ore tnis Eouse and I have warned the Government on
every single vudget of the said slippage and the continuing
slippage. I think it was only last £pril when I pointed out
to them that their expenditure on development was still lower
than what had been spent by the last IVBP Government in 1972.
£ “onouraul‘= dr Canepa complains about the polﬁtlcal stan-
. Well, let me put a complaint t¢ him. He is a fair .
Leu me asx the Winister tc read the budget stalements
nio predeceassor in his office, a Member of his Party,  and
tre budger statenments of the Chief Minister durlng the last
four vudzets and I ask him to sey, having.read those state-
ments, whether those statements comply with his political
standards. Because we were told in 1978 that the development
vrograsne wolld be cormpleted DJ 1981 by ths Chief Minister,
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£2Z2%n, znd efter two yeers Ne have £6,600,000 spent with no
hops of cornﬁe:ing the development programme and he is angry
wecause 1 get angry soout that. . And ﬁBEET, ¥y Speaker, what
vwe . -have szid toldzy is nect anjuhlnb new. Ve have complained,
we are concerneé znd let the Yinister put himself in my nlace
iT ne seaw the slippage on such a vital matter, such sllppage
as we have wit1esseu in the last two days on answers to gues-
tions. Wouldn't he be justifiably engry and this is what we
are. We are angrj ’ C.
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HON A J CANEPA:

I agree with him that over the years at budget times he has .
been criticel of the performance of the Government on the
development programme, I Xrow that he has been, but I will
say this, it has always been worth listening to him in this
House in the past. I don't want to be patironising but I
don't know whether he has rnoticed that many of the Members in
the Ante.Room very often would come in to listen tc him. It~
was worthwhile, we haé something to lesrn Trom him and in-
variably he would insert a note of humour in his remarks ’ .
which I think was perfectly scceptable but what we have
noticed, Xr Speaker, in the last meecting of the last House
of Assembly and moreso in these two last deys, has been a
great Dreponderance not of humour but of ridicule  and that
is very difricult to accept. I think constructive criticism. .
1s acceptable and I myself have found myself very much in
agreement with many of the sentiments that he has expressed
in “he past. But I feel that the manner in which he is .
melzing his points these days is not the manner in which he
was doing that over the years up to a year ago. That is
where the difference lies, Kr Speaker.

HON P J ISOLA: .

I take due note of what the Minister has.spid, of coursé, and

* certainly I do not wish to in any way upset the Government

more than is necessary but I want to impress on the Government
that the question of development which we hsve been building

up in the Opposition over 8 years and which strangely enouy

has not really captureé the public ime glﬁauicn at'all until

now, yes, you have the Transport and Generszl Workers .Union, it

is the first time that they have made representations to the
Chief MNirnister expressing concern of the economic effects ‘of

the Government not spending the money given to it. We Tfound
during our election campaign, we did find an swareness end
surprise amongst the people of Gibraltar at the low perform-~

ance of the Government. I think there must be wvarious ressons
Tfor this sort of apathy on cevelorrnnt and one of' the things

must be, surely, that people just co not get to know about it.

It may be the times of the meetings of the House, it may be

the fact that the proceedings are not broadcast, it may be

the press is not sufficiently interested in the work of the

House always,. but now, Mr Speaker, and this is perhaps why T,
the Government may well be a bit annoyed, we have got to the
cllnan, we have got the biggest development programme in our
history gone sour because that is the truth and the reascn for .
that is that the governing party in power has rnot heedeé¢ the
continuous warnings given from this side of the House of the
deteriorating situation.. Ve brought the motion on hous ing
precisely to keep this in the forefront of the Government.
They may think it was not necessary but we think it was ve-
cause when we look at the budget and we look at the Govern-
ment's programme will the Government be annoyed. or angry if

Ll . .
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we tell then what we teld them last year: YJudged on past per-
formence you won't spsna what yoa say you will spend". And we
will e toid: “we will spend 27,700,000 on the developaunt
proyramme”. We sald: "You will not do 1t asccording te¢ your
" record”, and the Chie? Vinister said: "We will, we have got
the expertise now". The Minister for Zconomic Development
nromised L5C houses in five years snd 300 modernised houses

in 1973. All that is in the record ol Hansard. And instead’
of 27,700,000 we have £3,600,000, a mere £600,000 more than
the previous year despiie inflation and so forth.

HQ¥ CHITF MINISTZR:

. If the Honourazble Mexber will give way. He had his figures
for the end of Fcbruary. - . .

Eox P J ISOLa:

I azree but when I nears today, when we voted supplementary
provision, the Financial and Development Secretary did say
that only £23,000 of ihst had actually been paid out under
special warrant ané the rest was inclvded in his statement
of today, if I rememver rightly. I stand to be corrected.

EO& FINANCIAL AID DIVZLOPIENT SZCRETARY:

If I may rise, Mr Speaker, to.clarify the point. The figure
thet I incluied was in the total expenditure up to the end of
Tebruzry. Ve are expecting to spend the additional amount
wnich wzs voted today by the end of. March so the figure will -
be rather high. .t :

HOW P.J ISOLA:

Anyvey, bringing it up to around Shm. A mere £lm more, Mr

* Spsaker. That is why these motions are put Torward. The
Oppositior have a job to do, Nr Spearer, and we will dc it
anu we havé seen th.s in development.we have seen this year
i1 year out. I started answering the MNinister for Economic
Develcpment and I said I was glad he spoke and the reason why
I say I was glad he spoxe was not vscause of the remarks he

M

maGe atout the lonourzbls and Learned the Leader of the Opposi- . -

tiegn and my collsagues in this Fouse but because he at least
cake ou:t and szid and told ths House that shortly after the
elsction the Governzeat fot together ahd that he insisted that
nousing should have first priority and thet he insisted ‘it

. should have tirst pricrity at the expense of other things if
r.ecessary. That we hac not heard and as the Minister respon-
sivls I am glaa he jjot up enc told us, At least, we have

lszrned something positive in this debate. MNr Sdeaker, as T
szid, I would have hosea that the -Government would have been
azble to put ean exenument in thut gave us some hope Tor the .
coming year not just in the future. And on this guestion of .
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development aid and mcney going back and this controversy as
to whether it gfoes back or it doesn't go back, Kpr Specker, it
is'an unfortunzte fact that if you go ito the Eritish Govern-
ment for new development aid talks there are two unfortunate
things that occar, 'The first is thut they tell you: "Are you.
sure you can spena this money? You éonvinced us three years
ago and we gave you £1lLm and you hsve only spent whatever it
is"., That's one unfortunate result, it maxes the credibility
of the Government arguing with the British Government, less.
The other unfortunate fact is thut there are ITinsncizl con-
straints on the British Government and the present British
Government has certain policles as regurds overseas aid which
may affect us, I hope it doesn't.’ Certainly we will support
the Government fully in hoping that it doesn't bui again they
may tell them: YAlright, we will give you £20m development
aid but of course part of that £7m or £8m or whatever it is,
is what we have already given you", so the Government will not
be getting £20m, it will be getting £12m net because £86m is
only a revote from the previous three years. That is what ny
Honourable and Gallant Friend wus saying and what he meant and
I think he is right when he said that the money goes back to
‘the British Government because it is not spent and the British
Government then puts the board down and looks again for the
next three years and says: "Yes, you haven't finished the
Comprehensive School, ‘you haven't finished this, you haven't
finished that, we will put that £8m in the new development
programme", and the amount will be less. And.that is what we * -
criticise the Government for., I know it is herd for the
Government to be criticised in this way and to a certain
extent I sympathise with them but we have been consistent in
our policy for many years and it is my feeling, in my sub-
mission, a very fair criticism of the performance of'the
Gibraltar Labour Party/AACR over the last 8 yeasrs, it is a
fair criticism and the facts speak for themselves. You only
have to read the budget speeches of the Chief Minister snd
other Government Ministers over ithe last 8 years, their
promises and their performance, in development I am talking of,
their promises and their performance and you will see that our
criticism is both fair and justified., But, Mr Speaker, the
motion is amended which is '"This House", that.is all I have
got, but the rest is the amendment we will now vote for be-
causé we have noted the plans, we have criticised them and we
endorse the Government's intentlons to make the provision of
additional housing its main priority and we look forward to an

‘early announcement of the Government's detailed plans. Thank

you, Sir. . . ,
MR SPEAKER: , .
I will then put the gquesiion before the House which is'ghat:
“his House notes the plans for new housing announced in-the
election manifestc of the GLP/AZACR end at the meeting of this
House on the 28th February, 1980, endorses the Goveranment's
intentions to make the provision of additional nousing its main
priority in the next Development Programme and looks forward 1o
an ' early .announcement of the Government's detailed plans'.
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Cn a vote veing taxer. the following Hon' Members voted in
favour:

The Eon I becasié

The Hon A J Canepa

The Ion X X Featherstone

The ¥on Sir Joshua Kassan

The Hon A J Haynes

The Eon P J Isola
. K . The Hon A T Loddo . . Lo

»° . " . The Eon Kajor R J Peliza T o

: o The Hon J B Perez : C

The Hon G T Restano

The Hon ¥ T Scott ‘

The Hon Dr R G Valarino

The Hon E J Zammitt

‘'The Eon U Hull :

The Hon R J Vallace

The following Hon Members were.absent from. the Chamber:

-The hon J Bossano
The Eon kajor F J Dellipiani

The motioﬂ was accordingly carried.
ANSVERS TO QUISTIONS

The Hon'I Abecasis sought and obtained the leave of the House
to swer the four gquestions which he had down for answers as
he nad been unable to ao so edrlier in the Heeting due to his
indisposition.

ADJOURNUENT

.

'Thé Hon the Chief Minister moved the adjournment of the House
to Monday the 21st April, 1930, at 10.30 am.

Mr 3peaker put the'question which was resolved in the affirma-
tive and the adjournment of the House to Monday the 21st April,
1980, at 10.30 am was taken at 8.00 pm on %ednesday the 26th
¥arch, 1980.
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