


REPORT OF TES PROUE4DINGS OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

The Fourth Meeting of the First Session of the ;Pourth House of 
Assembly held in the Assembly Chamber on Tuesday the 4th 
November, 1980, at the hour of 10.30 o'clock in the forencozi. 

PIMSENT: 

Mr Speaker  (In the Chair) 
(The Hon A J Vasquez CBE, MA) 

GOVERNMENT: 
• 

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan, CBE, MVO, QC, JP - Chief Minister 
The Hon A J Canepa - Minister for Economic Development. Trade 

and Labour and Social Security 
The Hon M K Featherstone - Minister for Public Works 
The Eon I Abecasis - Minister for Tourism and Postal Services 
The Hon H J Zannitt - Minister for Housing and Sport 
The Her. Mal or F J Dellipiani, ED - Minis'ar for Educa.lon 
The Hon Dr B G Valarino - Minister for Municipal Services 
The Hon J b Perez - Minister for Medical and Health Service's 
Tht Hon D Hull QC - Attorney-General 
The Hon R J Wallace, CMG, OBE - Financial and Development 

Secretary 

OPPOSITION: 

The Hon P J Isola, OBE - Leader of the 'iloosition 
The Hon -  G T Restano 
The Hon 'Major R J Peliza 
The Hon W T Scott 
The Hon A T Load() 
The Eon A J Haynes 

The Hon J Bossano 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

P A Garbarino Esq, MBE, ED - Clerk ce the House r,r Assembl 

PRAYER 

Mr Speaker recited the prayer. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on the ,17th July, 1980, having 
been previously circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Before -we start thu proceedings I think I a,n expressing the 
feelings of everyone in this House when I say .to our Colleague, 
the Hon Mr Isaac Abecasis, how delighted we are to see him back 
amongst us and I an. sure that in the near future he will be 
making a full contribution to the proceedings of this House. 

HON I ABECASIS: 

I am very grateful to you Mr Speaker, to Sir Joshua Hassan the 
Chief Minister, to Mr Isola the Lehder of the Opposition and to 
every Hon Member on both sides of the House for your very kind 
words. Thank you very much. 

DOCUMENTS LAID 

The Mn( the Chief Minister laid on the table the following 
documults: 

(1) Prin2ipal Auditor's Report on the Annual Accounts of the 
Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation for the year ended 31st 
March, 1979. 

(2) The Elections (Variations of Dates) Order, 1980". 

(3). 
 

The Register of Electors (1980 Supplement) Order, 1980. 

Ordered to lie. 

The Hon the Minister for Economic Development, Trade and Labour 
and Social Security laid on the table the following documents: 

(1) The Colonial Prison Service Medal Regulations, 1980. 

(2) The Employment Injuries Insurance (Occupational Diseases) • 
(Amendment) Regulation's, 1980. 

(3) The Register of Members' Interests. 

(4) The Ern )loymnt Survey Report - April, 1980. 

()reeved to lie. 

The Hon the Minister for Public Works laid on the table •the 
following document: 

The Gibraltar Quarry Company Limited Balance Sheet 
as at 29th February, 1980. 

Ordered to lie. 
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The Hon the Minister for Housing and Sport laid on the table 
the following docUments: 

(1) The Gibralar Museum Accounts for the years ended 31st-
March, 1979, and 31st March, 1980. 

(2) The British Commonwealth and Foreign Parcel Post 
(Amendment; Regulations, 1980. 

(3Y7Th677British.CoMECnweaith aid Foreign Post (Amendment 
• Regulations, 1980. 

(4) .. The Local Poet (Amendment) Regulations, 1980. 

(5) The Wireless Telegraphy (Amendment) Regulations, 1980. 

Ordered to lie. 

The Hon the Minister for Municipal Services laid on the table 
the f011owing document: 

- 
The InternatiaAal Trunk Calls Charges Reguldticns, 1980, 

Ordered to lie. 

The Hem the Minister for Medical and Health SerVices laid on 
the table the following document: 

The Street Traders and pedlars (Amendment) Rules, 1980. 
Ordered to lie. 4 

The Hon the Attorney-General laid on the table the following 
documents: 

(1) The Supreme Court (Barristers and Solicitors) Rules, 1980.. 

(2) .7h) Supretle Court (Amendment) (No.2). Rules, 1980. 

(3) The Pensions (Amendment) Regulations, 1930. 

Ordered to lie. 

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary laid on the 
table the following documents: 

(1) Supplementary Estimates Consolidated Fund (No 2 of 1980/84 

(2) Supplementary Estimates Improvement and Development Fund 
(No 2 of 1980/81). 

Statement of Consolidated Fund ,Re-Allocations approved by 
the Financial and Development Secretary (No 2 of 1980/81). 

Statement of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved by 
the Pinancl.al and Development Secretary (No 3 or 1980/81). 

. 
Statement of Improvemeava.  and Development Fund Re-
Allocations approved Ily 'the, Financial and Development 
Secretary (No 2 of 1980/84.. 

Ordered to lie. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The roi 0 T Restano laid on the table the following document: 

The First. Report of the First Session (1980) of the 
Public Accounts Committee. 

Of•tered to lie. 

ANSWERS TO VESTIONS 

MR SPEAKER: 

Gentlemen, it is my  duty to advise on the Standing Orders and. • 
practice. The position as to the questions which have been 
called and have not been asked is dealt with under Standing 
Order No. 16 which reads as follows: "A question shall be 
• answered by laying a written answer on the table 44f the 
Assembly unless the Member asking the question shall in the 
notice of quect.on state that he requires an oral answer. 
Whey ihe Member has so stated an oral answer shall be given". 
And then the second proviso is: "If any question remains 
unanswered when the Council adjourns on the last day of a 
meeting, a written answer shall be sent to the Member who put 
the question: Provided that where the question has been set 
down f,  Jr oral answer the Member who put the .question. may with-
in three days, exclusive of Sundays and public holidays, next 
after the adjo4rnmelt of the Assembly require in writing that 
the question be pootponcd to a day at the next meeting of the 
• Assembly. Where a request for postponement of the question is 
made a written ar3IvIr shall not be sent as provided in tne 
poi-ions paragrap'l 'Jut such question shall be set down for oral 
answer at the next meeting of the Council". In other words, 
gentlemen, unless I receive within three days of the adjournment 
notice in writing for each particular question, the written 
answer will be given. 

ThE ORDER OF THE DAY: 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

MR SFEAKERi 

The Hon the Chief Minister has given' notice that he wishes to 
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rake three different statements. The Hon the Minister for 
Economic Development, Trade and.Labour and Sacial Security, the. 
Hon the Minister for Public Works and the Lon the Attorney-
General also wish to make statements, I vill therefore now call 
on the Chief Minipter to make hip firstatatemant. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, in accordance with eatablished practice, I rise to 
make a statement on the affairs of the Gibraltar Regiment. 
This statement covers two training years, from 1 April 1978 to 
31 March 1980. 

The establishment of the Volunteer Reserve is 1L Officers and 
177 Other Ranks, making a total of 191,men. The Reserve war; 
two below strength on 31 March 1979 and 3 below on 31 March 
this year. 

In aOition to the 8 training camps which were held in Gibraltar 
(L in each training year) members of the Infantry Cum,any, the 
Light Air Defence Troop and the Light Troop carried out annual 
camps in the United Kingdom. As is now: customary fo2 tkeLight 
Air Defence Troop and the Light Troop, training was paafied out. . 
at Munorbier and Larkhill respectively. The Infantry Campany 
trained'at St Martin's Plain Camp, Cinque Porte Training area, 
in June 1978 and at Wrethams Camp, Stanford Training Area, in 
July 1979. For tle' first time, 13 Other Ranks from the Corps 
of Drums carried out thei annual camp with the Queen's 
Regiment at Bassingbourne during September 1979. 2 Officers and 
10 Other Ranks also undertook a fortnight's Adventure Training • 
in Bavaria during August last year. Teekend and evening 
training continued to be held in.the usual way and the Regiment a 
organised its own recall and deployment exercises. A number of 
the Regular members at the Regiment and Volunteers succesafully• 
attended courses both locally and in the United Kingdom. the 
Corps of Drums continued to receive instructions from the Drum 
Major of the resident Battalion and performed in public on a 
number of occasions. 

• The Regiment performed the Ceremony of the Keys a_Y' carried out 
the ceremonial mounting of the Convent Guard. A number of 
Guards of Honour were provided as well as the usual group:A' • 
holding party for the wreath laying ceremony by lUs Worship the 
Mayor at the lobby of the House of Assembly Oii "nenembrance -
Sunday. On 16 June 1979 the Regiment trooped the Queen's' 
Colours during Her Majesty's Birthday Parade fOr the first time 
ever in what I am sure was a most memorable event not only for 
the members of the Regiment but for dibraltar as a whole. All 
Ceremonial Salutes were fired by the Regiment. 

The House will be glad to note that the Regiment participated • 
in most sports and continued to assist Youth Clubs and Youth . 
Organisations, as well as participarts in the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Schemes. At this juncture, Mr Speaker, I am sure the 
House will wish to congratulate Mrs Marie Carmen Reyes for 
winning the .22 Small Bore British Individual Women's Champion-
ship a great achievement. I would also like, Mr SpeakeV, to  

deny the rumours circulating that Mrs Reyes is to take on a 
permanent appointment as weapons instructor with the Regiment. 

On a move cerious note, Mr Speaker, a team frot the Ministry 
of Defence visited the Regiment in 1978 and rates of pay for 
the Regiment were subsequently revised. A Job Evaluation Team 
from the Ministry:of Defence also visited the Regiment during 
1979 in order to assimilate the. pay of the Gibraltar Regiment 
to that of the British Army. 

Mr Speaker, should any member wish.to have copies .of the 
detailed. Reports' I will only be too pleased tcamakeathese' 
available to him. 

Although this statement relates to a period ending on 31 March 
this year, I would like to mention two other 'more recent items 
which will be of interest to the House.. The first is that 
Lieutenant Francis Brancato is now back in Gibraltar after 
having.'participated in a land phase expedition under Operation 
Drake in Kenya. 'As Members are no doubt aware.. Operation Drake 
i3 a world-wide exploration expedition which has been going on 
for two'years under the direction of Lt Col John Hlashford-
Snell, RE. The - expedition's brigantine 'Eye of'the Wind''is 
at present

.
in - Gibraltar Undergoing maintenance before saild,ng 

on to Plymouth. 
• • 

SecChdly,the Gibraltar Regiment did particularly well this 
year in Small Bore Shooting in the. United Kingdom. Major 
Britto came. 11th : in - Class A Shots in the. TAVR Long Range Small 
Bore individual - championships. Among the Class B Shots, Captain 
Danino came 3rd and Staff Sergeant Garcia came lath. Major • 
Britto came 9th-in the 'News of the World'.  match at the British 
National Small Bore.Meeting. 

In conclusion, Mr Speaker, I am sure all members of this House 
will wish to join me in expressing our beet wishes to the 
Regiment for their continued success. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Sneaker, we welcome that statement. This side of the. House 
supports fully the'Gibraltar Regiment. We are most interested 
with the report on the progress of the Regiment given to the 
House and, of course, we pledge our continued support to the 
i3eals and good : work done by the Gibraltar Regiment for the 
community. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 
• 

Mr Speaker, would the Chief Minister kindly oblige by forwarding 
copy of the reportthat.he mentioned. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Of the two reports, yes, Sir. 
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MR :',E1AKER: 

I will then call on the Chief Minister again. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, at the'last meeting of this House I announced that 
the Government had decided to institute a prograMme to investi-
gate the level of efficiency in the execution. of departmental.  
responsibilitieaand that the largestspendingdepartMent - 
the Public Works Department —would be the.firattO be looked 
at. I also informed the House that Sir Howard Davis had kindly 
agreed to chair the Committee which would carry out this work 
and that the .cotposition and terms of refeience of the Committee 

.aehe being considered. 

His EXcellency the Acting Governor has now formally. apphinted 
the Committee. It will consist Of the Chairman, two members. 
who will also be specialist advisers on the financial aspects 
of the,Department's work and 'on the technicalaspects, respect-
ively, and Mr Albert Gareze, a former Accountant*General.in the 
Gihraltar Government who will also act atoSecretara ao the 
CoMmittee. 

The members with specialist experience are Mr D Snell,atbe 
Finance Director of the:Royal Mint,end Mr T A Heatley, the 
Chief Engineer -ae Notth'Tyheside Metropolitan Borough Coancil, 
whose services have kindly beenamabeaevailable'by the Deputy 
Master of the Mint and the Chief EXeCutive of the Borough 
Council respectively. 

-The terms of reference of the Committee are: 

"To inquire intoo -the role, structure and • orge.nisation 
of the Public Works Department and to advise on the 
most appropriate, efficient and economical araange- 

- rents for carrying out the functions at present laid 
on the Department." 

The Chairman and Mr Gareze started on the preparatory work oa', 
the CoMmittee this week and Measrs Snell and Heatley will be 
arriving in Gibraltar on Friday for a 10-day visit. Further 
visits will probabay take -place either later this year or'earlY 
next year . As I :allidated in may previous statement, the.  
Committee will be inviting representations or views from all 
interested parties and the relevant Staff Associations will be 
consulted during the course of the. Committee's work.. 

HON P J ISOiA: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Hon and Learned Chief Miniater the 
reasons for the appointment of a member from a 73oIough Council 
in the United Kingdom and somebody from the Bank.af England, is 

,there any particular tease:1'1'0r these appointments? 

HON CHIEF MINISTEI: 

It wasn't the Bank of England, .t . was the Mint. The rerxon was 
that the Department is ao far-reaching and wide-ranging- that it 
was aecessary to have advice on the technical and financial 
aspects of them for the commission to be able to work. The 
idea is that the Chairman who, of course, will be living in 
Gibraltar, will be carrying on with his work, ,that these two 
gentlemen will came for a few days, do work here, take away 
papers,, have matters inquired into, prepare questionnaires and 
come back again. It was thought that it was necessary, if the 
inquiry was going to be effective, that we should have the best 
::vice possible on the technical aspects of the matter on which 

the Chairman is hardly qualified, and on the financial aspects 
of the matter and whiCh, thanks to the Financial and Development 
Secretary, we were able to get Mr Snell, the Finance Director 
'of the Royal Mint. The Royal Mint carries . out works of a nature 
comparable in size to the Public Works Department and that is 
one reason why we wanted somebody who dealt with finance of a • 
similar s!.zi, and who would-  be able to give us advice. -we feel, 
that if this inadepth inquiry is going to have the effect that 
We all want 'for the better working of the Department which, I 
should remind MeAbersa has.aever.had a very thorough investiga-
tion since the merger with the City Council in 1969 when it 
absorbed the old City Enginner's Department and it is necessary 
to have.a real good look at the matter. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I wish the Committee well in its task. The only 
problem, as I see it, is that if one is looking. into the. ' 
efficiency of a Department and how it should work, would not 
the Chief Minister agree that it might have been better to have 
had at least one technical expert from industry, from the 
private sector? It seems to me that these two gentlemen, I'm 
sure they are excellent gentlemen but they are both public 
sorNants and I would have thought that there would have been 
eoaa merit in bringing somebody outside the public service 
into the investiaative committee because that would have 
enabled them to have brought what I would call a breath of 
fresh air into the inquiry. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

You could say that of any composition that there would always 
be somebody else that might help but the idea is that they are 
going to invite representations and no doubt the people who 
have been dealing with the Department can easily make represen, 
tatkons. I am afraid that we have taken a considerable amount 
.of zits and trouble in ensuring the best possible and I hope 
than this will give the results desired . 

MR SPEAKER: 

I witl then call on the C7.4ief Minister to wake his last statement. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, much valuable work has been done in the past . 
by the Government Departments concerned' in keeping Gibraltar 
clean 'and sebellishing and enhancing the general appeamance:at' 
the City. Tie situation now calls for a ,further intensive 
effort to be made along these lines and the Government has 
concludedethELt_the beat approach would be to appoint a 

-- Committie consisting of representatives of all the Departments 
concerned - that is to say, Public Works, S'ducation, Police, 
Tourism and Environmental Health - under the Chairmanship of 
Mr Aurelio Montegriffo, a former member of this House and a 
person with wide experience of Government administration over 
a long period,who has kindly agreed to take on this task. 

The Committee's terms of reference are chxeefold. First of all, 
it will coordinate the work of, and foster the greatest possible 
cooperation' among, all the Government Departments concerned; 
secondly, the Committee will consider what additional measures 
might be taken to improve the generel cleanliness of Gibreltar; 
and thirdly,°the Committee will explore what might be done to 
beautify the City. The Committee will implement administra-1- , 
tivelzr, .through the appropriate department or departments 
represented on it, any measures which do not r:cuire a Govern-
ment policy decision or .the provision of aeeittcnal funds. 
Other matters will be referred to the appropriate Mininter or 
Ministers with the Committee's recommendations. 'e'te Committee 
will co-opt other Government offidiele and representatives of ' 
public bodies as may be necessary from time to time in order to 
achieve the maximum cooperation and coordination. 

After a number of preliminary discussions between the Chairman.  
and officials, the Committee met for the first time on 23 
October and considered, in the first instance, a number of 
recommendations some of which were prepared by a previous 
Committee chaired by the Director of Medical and Health 
Services, These include the launching of a public relatiOne 
campaign, improved methods of disposal and collection .of 
domestic, trade and building refuse, improvements in the street 
flushing arrangements, proposals .for new legislation with 
considerably increased fines and requiting greater control of 
pets by their owners, and a more stringent enforcement of the 
law. 

I would stress that the Government has done, is doing wid will 
continue to do everything it can to deal with this preblem. 
Coordination of effort and law enforcement are two very 
important prerequisites of success. There is a third one. If 
everyone in Gibraltae, individuals and public licdies alike, 
Were to make their Gen special effort and do eve.- thing possible 
to supp%xt and cooperate with the COmmittee, the results would 
soon become apparent and, furthermore, the need to devote 
public funds - at present running at over £200,000 per annr.m 
for this purpose would not be as great. The Government hopes 
that the public at large will cooperate fully and that, in the 
very near, future, we, and the tourists who visit us, shall see 
around us a cleaner and more attractive City. 
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HON P J. ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I am glad the Chief Minister in his statement has 
ideutielMei the departments' that are responsible, I suppose, for 
the state of untidiness of Gibraltar. Is the Chief Minister 
satisfied that any Committee that is set up on an important 
mater such as this should be chaired by somebody outside this 
House and rot by a Minister to ensure that appropriate action 
is taken? Is the appointment of this Committee an indication 
of the Chief-Minister's dissatisfaction with the Department at 
the way that they have failed to get Gibraltar clean and tidy?: 
I notice, Mr Speaker, there is little in the statement about 
law enforcement and is not some of the reasons or a substantial 
reason. :or the failure to keep Gibraltar tidy or our City to be 
kept clean, isn't it very substantially due to lack of law • 
enforcement by the Police and the Environmental Health Depart-
ment and how does the Chief Minister feel that this Committee, 
sitting together, is going to make any difference.to the 
situation and let these departments ensure by normal, reasonable 
law enforcement that the laws relating to litter and untidiness 
and uncleanliness are observed? There is provision in the law, 
why is this not being observed and why is there such little law 
enforceme?it of this aspect of Gibraltar life? 

HON CHIEI MtNISTER: 

rr Seaker, I think that the Hon Member's long diatribe is less' 
then charitable to the attempts 'that are being made by everybody 
concerned. The efforts that are being made to collect refuse 
are treucndous and I happened to be driving behind the midday 
lorry that collectethe refuse, not the house refuse but.the 
refuse that is left at corners throughout the day, and the 
excellent work that they do but this happens at, say, between ' 
2 and L and by half past five or 6 the place is full of rubbish. 
No department can every be said to be working fully satisfac,to 
torily. It .is much more difficult when many departments are 
concerned, I do not think, with the greatest respect, that the 
Minister who administers the Department should chair the 
Committee to deal with this matter which requires continuation . 
and a real enthusiastic effort to go into that and not related 
to all other considerations that the Minister has in his days 
work and if I may say so, with respect, I think Mr Montegriffo, 
If I know him well., will do the job properly and, in fact, I 
know that before tiae he has already been de:ving one of the 
refuse lorries to Bee where the problems are which have to be 
identified and I thiak that there has been all this call for 
concerted effort, ee are 'trying to do that precisely to get a 
concerted effort and at the same time, above everything else, 
calling upon other people to help the people concerned because 
however much enforcement, however much machinery you have, if 
the people don't cooperate in a prosperous society which 
produces a lot of refuse, we will never be able to control it. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, the Hon and Learned Chief Minister has identified 
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the Public Works as the object of my diatribe and it was not 
that at all. I did not mention the. Public Works and I agree ‘• 
that the Public Works Department does a very good job of 
Collection, I've seen it and observed .it.- •}Shat I was identify-
ing is when these 'rubbish piles bUild up again, it 1.4_2:mown to 
the Environmental Health Depanttrent andt it "is known to the 
Police where;  Lhey build up and what I am saying is that it may 
not need a Committee as much as, simp141 law: enforcement by the 
authorities who know the s our ce of areas where rubbish mounts 
up but dcnnot Eppear to tie the powers .given to them by law to 
enforce it and it is not so much the Public Werke Department 
and in ,,act pat not at,all the Public Works Department, I haven't 
mentioned. them•at all because :I do know they dri 'a good job of,  
clearing rubbish-as, far as their capability goes. It is with 
the support groups ,- of- the Environmental Health and the Police 
who don't seem to be terribly concerned with this aspect of 
their statutory duties vested in them by law. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think I am being very liberal now btit we must not' debate t)e 
matter. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can, I ask, will the new Chairman of the Committee have any 
executive powers at all since he is not an elected Member of 
the House< or a Minister of the Government? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 's  

But it doeSn't Matter, what you, want is .somebody really active 
and prepared to work. He will have to that extent power, in 
the fact that he can order the matters': to be Corie to the 
Cora-nit tee and .if these are. not 'done he will always have access 
to the Ministers concerned. I think it is a' very good effort. 
Education is ore DepartMent that has never been brought into 
this directly but it will be brought in ilt"»* and this la very 
important and also the Polies. and Tainista. The Government 
tl irks that it is a good idea and we will put it to the teat. 

HON P J ISOLA:  
The C.ommittle -will have then purely and • ..rply advisory.  .pcwers, 
it won't have any executive powers? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

They will have the executive power that is in their power to 
carry out and to make sure that somebody makes them do it. 

HON- P J ISOLA: 

May I ask, Mr Speaker, what is the executive power the Commit-
. tee will have? Will the Committee be able'to tell tle:Minister 
for Educatior -or the Minister for Public Works or the •Commis- . 
signer of Police; "You will, do this because we think this is a 
good thing"? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

'The Commissioner of Police and the Director of Education will 
=bein the-  Committee and if. something is decided in the Commit-
tee that it is. up to that Department to do, the Chairman will 
make sure that it does and if it .doesn't he will report to the 
Minister. concerned. This is the purpose and I'm sure that it 
will succeed. 

G T RESTANO:.  

Mrt‘Speaker, I do not think the question has 'been answered about 
law enforcement. What does the Chief Minister have to say on . 
the law enforcement or perhaps the lack of it? 

HON CHIEF 'MINISTER: 

These-are the. the Committee will be doing. ' It will 
include the launching as. I -said of a -public relations campaign. 
We have to give people a chance. It is no use neglecting law 
enforcement arid suddenly. coming.down like a ton of bricks on 
it. We've. got to.- give them time to make sure that there is 

• .gotng to bn .stricter-  law enforcement. Improved methods of 
_disposal and collection we have already spoken about and 
roprovement in street flushing. Proposals for new legislation 

w 4.11 considerably increase fines and require greater control of 
pets by their owners. This will be reflected in advice that 
they will be giving which I have asked them to give as to what 
W?a;.nie.sses .there are in the law enforcement of the matter that 
ryqvire kooking into, 

HON A J HAYNES.: 

How 4ill the p".wwera of the Claim:en of this Committce differ 
I rom those of a :inis ter? 

'HON CH11.3.1  MINISTER: 

The Chairman will be chairing a Committee and will be seeing 
that' things are done with his influence and his knowledge and 
if they are not done he will have access to those who appointed 
him to say; "I am getting no cooperation from this Department. 
I am frustrated I'm getting no cooperation from the other 
Department", and if the Minister himself who is concerned with 
that Department or if there is no Minister as such, then it 
will be a matter for me or for the Council of Ministers to 
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25th Maras. 

decide. He is going to coordinate the effort and put !.-elte 
these departments this coordinated sense of urgency 
everybody has been clamouring for. 

- MR SPEAKER'. - 

No more questions-, we must not fall into the temptation of 
dela triiiethe statement. We can cnly have questions seeking 

• clarification of anything which has not been understood with- 
• in the statement. 

EON A J HAYNES: 

Mr ,Speaker, can the Minister therefore Jay that there is now a 
new Ministry for litter? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No. I will call the Minister for Economic Development, Trade 
and Labour and Social Security. 

HON A 3 CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker,Hon Members will recall that the Report of the 
Select Committee on the Declaration ca Menbors' Interests was 
laid on the' table at the Meeting of the House on the 31st 
October, 1979, and its recommendations Approved at that sane 
Meeting. 

• 
At the first working meeting of the new House on the 
this year, the House passed two motions. 

"that a Permanent Select Committee on Members' 
Interests consisting of four Members, two from 
each side of the House, irrespective of the 
number of Members as between Government and 
Opposition, be appointed with the following 
terms of reference: 

To examine the arrangements made for the 
compilation, maintenance and accessibility 
of the Register of. Members' Interests, to 
consider any proposals made by Members as 
to the form and contents of the Register, 
to consider any specific complaints made 
in relaticn to the registering or declariug 
of interests; and tc report on_these and 
any other matters relating to Members' 
Interests", and 

(2) that the following Members should be nominated 
to the Permanent Select Committee on Members'. 
Interests, Mr Abecasis, Mr Restano, hr Scott 
and myself. 

• 

13. . 

Sir, the Committee elected re to be their Chairman. 

The 'Cleek of the House, who is the Registrar of Members' 
Interests, sent all Members a copy of the form, agreed by the 
House, 1o: the register of interests and following the return 
cf these forms by all Hon Members, he has prepared .the Register, 
the format of which has been approved by the Committee. 
Earlier in these proceedings, this Register was laid on the 
table and it will now be' kept in the House and shall be 
available for public inspection by appointment with the 
Registrar. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I would just like to say that this report, of 
course,. is a follow-up to the previous Committee and I would 
like to record from this side my thanks for the cooperation of 
all the previous Members of the Committee and this one too, 
Mr Montegeiffo, Major Peliza, Major.  Dellipiani, Mr Canepa. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I will then call on the Minister for Public Works to make his 
• statement. 

HUN M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, at tne last meeting of the House, in reply to a question 
from the Honourable Gerald Restano, I referred to the 
Government's projected plans for solVing the rainwater penetra-
tion problem at ,the Tower Blocks. I am now able to say that, 
following preliminary investigations, and in consultation with 
the Building Research. Establishment both locally and in the 
United Kingdom, Messrs Hinton Consultancy Ltd, have been 
appointed by the Government to carry out an in-depth survey and 
te sebmit proposals towards' the long-terM and permanent solution 
of the problem. The Senior Architect and Engineer of the firm.  
are expected to arrive on Thursday 6 November 1980 to commence 
inves tigati ons . 

The expicratory investigation by the consultanes should reveal 
the state of the fabrie of the buildings and any deficiencies 
and contribute towards arriving at the best and most effective 
method of treating oz cladding the Tower Blocks in order to 
eliminate the rain penetration problems being experienced at 
present. 

After a clear picture of viable solutions has emerged , the 
• second stage of the investigation will follow as soon, as 

weather conditions permit. This second stage will consist of 
cladding or treating externally four flats. in the two top 
:.!'loors of one of the Tower Blocks. The test areas are 
expected to be completed by September 1981, and full advantage 
will be taken between October 1981 and October 1982 to study 
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the effects of the remedial work on the test areas and 
ascertain its effectiveness. 

In the event of the tests being successful, funds will be 
sought in order to carry out the fullIramedial v ork on botl 
Tower Blocks. 

Another of the problems presently affecting the Tower .-Blocks 
is the intermittent- supply of salt water being experienced 
under certe:'n conditions. The renedial action being taken is 
to replace the Solway valves by ordinary W.C. cisterns and to 
provide booster pumps which,will operate in the event ;of low 
pressure in the salt water system. These booster pumps are 
now on order and are expected to be installed during 1981. 

MR SPEAKER: 
• 

Gentlemen, there is one more statement to be made by the Hon 
the Attorney-General. Due to the fact that we have accelerated 
the business* of the House, question time has not taken as leng 
as it should have, he is riot to a position to make the rt ta-
nent until 3 o'clock. In order not to alter the Order of the 
Day, I think we should recess now until 3.15 this aftesrnoon 
when we will c-ntinue with statements. 

The House recessed at 12.50 pm. 

The House resumed at 3.35 pm. 

HON .CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr. Speaker,. referring to the earlier proceedengs when there 
was a slight difference of approach between the government and 
the Opposition, there was a report on Radio that you had ruled 
something out of order. My recollection is that you made no 
such ruling and that the point was that you had 'reminded 
Members that ii -the Minister didn' t want to answer the question 

- that was up to him. I would like to say that the advice I gave, 
I don't want to go into the matter, was on the basis •of the 
general rule against anticipation cf which there '.s some of 
authority in thel Encyclopedia 'of Parlian•ent and th .21rskine May, 
subject to anything that can be said, but thav, 1; not the point 
now, the point is that my understa.nding of the procetsdings is 
that there was no, ruling on the matter 1- y you, Sir, in respect 
of the proceedings this morning other than to indicate the 
procedures that could be followed. 

MR SPEAKER: 

That is completely and utterly correct, I think all Members will 
accept that I have not made any ruling and there is no reason 
why I should have made a ruling this morning. I did erzplain 
the procedures as to the asking and the reply to questions and 
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the rer,ponsibilities of each side and the consequences. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is very dil'ficult to know what you hear at lunchtime, not 
because the radio is bad br.1; because it is something that you 
heap and yon may be mistaken. 

„,- 
MR SPEAKER: 

I will Most certainly make it my business to get .a transcript 
of what was broadcast and if the proceedings of the House have 
been misquoted I will most certainly ask for a correction. 

o 

' HON G T RESTANO: 

Ml' Speaker, I have a feeling that when the Minister got up to 
ay_swer the question in point, he said he would answer -this 
question 'durtnj the debate and if my recollection is right you 
stated to him that that was out of order because he could have 

• replies •to questions in statements but not necessarily in 
motions. 

MR SPEAYER: 

I will most .-certainly make myself completely and utterly clear. 
I had no.  'reason to. rule anyone out of order 'because no one did • 

• anything he should .not have done. I most certainly explained 
to the Minister that what he-proposed to do was not in accor- 

. deuce - with the rules of procedure. 

1101,1 P J ISOLA: 

That, he was out of order. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, with due respect. Someone is ruled out of order if he is 
conducting himself in a mannen which is not in accord-ace .with 
the,  rules. What, said. was that the rules of procedure required 

the case o f a _natter such as was raised at question time 
that if he wished to answer the question he could do so but he 
could nt.t h'.de behind the fact that a motion was being moved 
later on in the proceedings. I will listen to what was said 
over the radio and then I will core back to the House on this. • 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, listening to what you have just said and having 
heard myself the broadcast in question, I would not think -  that 
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what happened in the House has been misrepresented. The best 
way to clarify these matters, of course, is- for the proceedings. 
of the House to be broadcast. • 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, on the other point the Chief Minister has raised 
about the rules of anticipation, of course, that is irrelevant 
and a red herring. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, Mr Isola. The Chief Minister A8 said that there could 
have been a Matter related to anticipation. If t'aez*e had been 
I would have ruled on it. No one made an issue it and 
therefore there is no need to make a ruling. 

HON Q'LEP MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, there has been a remark by you, Mr Speaker, that 
you have not ruled anybody out of order so that if that is what 
the report said, it is wrong. If ty now saying; "Order" it is 
said that you have ruled the Leader of the Opposition out .of 
order, that is wrong too. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

No,'because I think on this particular point if what the 
Minister for Municipal Services said, which is what he said, 
really; "No, I will answer this question in the debate", I 
think you quite rightly told him that he could not do that 
because you can answer a qnesti6n in a Statement that you make 
but not, obviously, in a debate and therefore to that extent 
he was not acting in accordance with the rules of procedure. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, Mr Isola, I will not countee-nce any argument on this. I 
an the person to decide whether I have ruled anyone out of 
order or not. All I have done at this particular juncture was 
to call the Minister's attention as to what the Standing Rules 
required him to do. We will leave the matter as it stands 
until I have had an opportunity to listen to the transcript (IL' • 
the GBC broadcast. 
•  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, may I just ask one question and that is, Members 
of the Opposition Co put in questions, we a.-'e restricted to 
certain limitations of tine and we do put  

MR SPEAKER: 

Not or time, of .relevancy. 

HON 0 T RESTANO: 

Yes, and we do put these questions in, I think, with a. certain 
amount of forethought. Is this the first time, perhaps in 
your Speakership, if can put it that way, that any question 

'has been refused to be answered by the Government? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, It has happened very often. 

HON 0 T RESTANO: 

We get questions which we put where the answer is 'No, Sir', . 
but this is the first time, certainly, that I have ever heard 
of 'any question in any Commonwealth Parliament being refused 
an answer. 

if the Chief Minister wants to get up and speak he can wait 
anti: I have sat down but I am asking whether this is the 
first time, certainly in this House of Assembly, and whether it 
has ever happened before in other Commonwealth Parliaments? 

MR SMAY3R: 

There have been occasions during my eleven years as Speaker 
when Minastars have either hedged or have refused to give the 
answer that has teen aeked, most certainly. 

HON P J 3904A: 

Mr Sleeker, I think you will agree certainly it is the first-
tiee in my experience that a government Minister has refused 
to answer a question actually put down on the Order Paper. 

MR SPEAKER: 

In any event, whether it is the first time ar whether it is the 
last time or whether it has ever happened before or is going to 
happen again, it is a Minister's prerdgative to refuse to , 
answer a question if he so wishes. 



HON P 3 ISOLA: 

I hope it won't happen again, Mr Speaker, for the sake of 
democracy in Gibraltar-. 

MR SPEAKER: 

-We-are - not .going  to debate the matter.. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, may I ask .a question? 

MR siosAltti 

Yes, blit it must beta very explicit one otherwise I will rule 
you out of order this time. 

1CN G T PESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, do I take it that this is a precedert9  

MR SPEAKER: 

I-think I made mysel completel7 andutterlyclear this 
morning when thattheranner'inwhiCh,aHquestion is 
answered by a Minister or whether. it is:Anmered by a Minister 
or not is his own responsibility and that tbeOpposition has 
the right„to;:connent,and tu•act inaccordencewith the 
dereanoUr and the behaviour of the.Minister. 

• HON G T RESTANO: 

But is it a precedent for a Minitter to say, "I will refute to 
answer three questions"?. 

MR SPEAKER: 

It is not a question of a precedent it is a question of a 
right. 

HON H 3 ZAMYITT: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, is it not a questiOn that it may be the first 
time certainly in my experience in the House that we have had 
4 or 5 or 6 questions f011owed by equal motions on that 
particular question?' 
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h1". J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, ray I point Out that in fact I have on more than 
one occasirin 'IPd my questions.not - answered.. 

HON P J TSOLA: 

From this Government, I presume. 

*HON J BOSSANO: 

Yes,, not on24 from this Government but with the full Support 
of. the Opposition whenever I have asked questions about what 
hae been going on between Britain and Spain. I have been told 

• it ws confidential and that I would not be told. 

HON G r RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, I take Mr Bossano's point entirely but he had the 
right to ask supplementary questions. 

Mit FPEAKER: • 

Order, we pre not ,going to debate. this matter, i now call the 
Attorney•G..imral to make his statement. 

HON ATTORNEY-GE: 

M.,  Speaker, first of all thank you for yokir consideration 
this morning on this matter. 

Mr Speaker, I wish to make a statement on the legal position 
.conOerningithe defects at,the Varyl Begg Estate. 

For some 17 months, the Government has been pursuing a specific 
course of action.towards the resolution of this problem. I am 
now ableto inform the HoUse of the outcome of that course. of 
action. 

. This is a major matter. I intend to state for the in.7ormation 
of the House the. salient points of the terms of agreements 
that have been reached with the contractor and the consultant 
architect respectively. Before doing so, I also wish to 
describe,the Oonsiderations which gave rise to the course -ors 
action that has resulted in these agreements. It is not at 
this point of time appropriate and therefore I do not intend to 
speak on the details of the agreements. Their implementation 
is a. matter on which work continues. It will require further 
time. In due course, the House will be informed in detail of 
the terms of settlement. 

Honourable Members are already aware that in 1977, the Govern-
ment proposed to its consultant architect and to the contractor 
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that the matters in issue concerning the estate should be 
submitted to a tripartite arbitration. This proposal was not ' 
in the event taken up. The House is also aware that anbeequent-
ly in 1977 the Government engaged .a firm of consulting 
engineers to investigate and report to it, on the roofeng 
leakages in the estate. These engineers submitted 3 reports. 
The final report was received in Nay, 1979. 

After identifying what they Considered to be causes of the 
roofing leaks, the engineers proposed in essence three alterna-
tive remedial solUtions. The first was to undertake repairs to 
the. existing roofs, The second was to erect a further floor. 
The third, was to construct pitched roofs over the existing 
roofs. In August, 1978, Ministers and officials formed the 
view that the possibility of a pitched roof solution should be 
pursued. This was referred to in the debate on this matter in 
the House in October 1978. Therein lies the genesis of the 
course of action that was in the event taken, though a fieel 
decision was not reached until a subsequent date. 

When I myself first considered the Varyl Begg Estate erdblem; 
I came to the view it raised issues of design, sue”iision, 
and compliance with specifications, The first coui raiss 
issues as between the Government and its consultants;.the 
second eeuld raise issues between the Government ant its 
consultants, and also between the Government and the contractor; 
and the third would involve issues between the Ocvernrent and 
the contractor. I also formed the view that although the 
parties were in discussion, there was a need to restore normal 
relationships between the Government and its consultants, and 
between the Government and the contractor respectively. 
Although the roof leakages were the major issue, there were .  
also other outstanding matters to be dealt with. The Govern-
ment ought to deal .with the contractor through the consultant 
with a view to pursuing a comprehensive resolution. Relatively 
speaking, the issue of compliance with specification was of its 
nature less problematical than issues cf supervision and design, 
and in any event an issue of supervision as between the Govern-
ment and its consultant did not exclude the possibility of an 
issue of supervision as between the Government and the centrac-
tor. With these considerations ire mind, I subsequently advised 
the Government that it should re-establish its respective 
relationships with its consultant and the contractor, it should 
take uo its differences with the contractor through the 
consultant, and to the extent that it might ultimately be sham 
that the contractor was not liable, it :hods reeerte its rights 
against the consultants. This advice was accepted. I ehoul2 
add, although it does not qnalifn my advice, that lentnthe 
Director of Public Works and the engineer engaged to report: on 
the roofs were of the same view. 

Prior to submitting his third report, the engineer came to 
Gibraltar in May 1979 to discuss the situation. In the course 
of those discussions, he suggested as an avenue for the resolu-
tion of the matter the possibility of seeking an acceptable 
contribution trot the contractor, and the provision of architec-
tural services by .the consultant towards the construction or 
pitched roofs, the Government making itself a' contribution 
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towards the element of betterment involved in the proposal for 
pitched roofs. At that stage, a figure of £1,000,000 was 
muneioned as the approximate cost of pitched roofs and a figure 
of e;650,000 for the repair of the existing roofs. 

After considering the engineer's third report, I forned a view 
as to liability, on the evidence available to the Government, 
and advised accordingly. 

Havirg been advised on these considerations, and having regard 
also to the practical consideration of remedying the defects at 
the Estate as quickly as reasonably possible, the Government 
made a decision to pursue discussions with the consultant and 
the contractor in order to see whether a negotiated settlement 
could be achieved along the lines I have indicated. Accordingly, 
in August 1979, the Director of Public Works and I went to 
London.. We first proposed to the architect that we should 
proceed on this basis. He indicated his readiness to do so. 
Thereafter we put the proposal to the contractor which also 
indicated its willingness to enter into negotiations to that 
end. 

I should rake it clear that the proposals were without prejudice. 
If acceptable and comprehensive terms could not be agreed, then 
there wee on the Government's part an option open to go out to 
tenden on the construction of the roofs and to resolve its 
differences with the contractor by litigation. The Government's 
pesetion against the consultant would in that event be reserved.. 

In October 1979, through the consultant architect, the Govern-
ment'therefcre opened negotiations with the contractor. In 
January 1980, the consultant came to Gibraltar to discuss the 
preparation of drawings and the manner in which negotiations 
should proceed, In the same month, the Council of Ministers 
formally approved the proposals to erect pitched roofs and the 
proposed timetable, on which it had been advised. This allowed' 
for the costing of the proposals by the contractor, the examina-
tion of the costed proposals by the Government's quantity 
surveyors, a period for negotiation between the quantity 
surveyors and the contractor ac to the costs, and the cormence-
ment of work by June 1980. 

There was an element of slippage in progress, as the House is 
aware. In earticular, the negotiations as to cost took longer 
than.had been allowed for. 

Meetings weee held between the quantity surveyors and the 
contractors at which proposals and counter proposals were put 
fcreard. The Government considered that for the time.being the 
negetlations should be pursued, as it was hopeful of being able 
to reach a mutually acceptable solution. By July, 1980, after 
consultation with the consultant architect, preliminary steps 

• had been, without prejudice to our claims and to gain time, e 
taken towards the ordering of the materials. Mr Speaker. 

• 
In July and .August 1980, I had further discussions in London 
with the architects airs the quantity surveyors. During the 
course of those discussions, they expressed their views as to 
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' the' basis on whiCh we Might eventually reach a solution. 

Shortly afterwards, the consultante advised that they 
considered that having regard' to the stags' to which the 
negotiations had adyanced, there was in effect room for only 
one further round of talks. In consequence of this,' the 
quantity aurv'yor was asked to come to Gibraltar td discude 
the matter, and it was,propmed that the final' round of 
negotiations should take place. in Gibraltar .that month with 
officials parttipating 'tgether with the consultants, T Mean 
officials free, Gibraltar. As it was not possible to arrange 
this,:a team of Officials led by myself and also including the 
Acting Financial and Developtent Secretary and the Director of 
Public'' orksovent instead to London in late September. Further 
negotiations were held and a further proposal was put forward 
for consideratien by the Governnent. On 2nd Oel.ober 1980, the 
consultants and the contractors Were inforMed that the proposal. 
could not be accepted. Steps were then taken to* protect the 
Government's position. 

• 

Later in October, representatives of the contractor came to 
Gibraltar and met with the Financial and Development Secreta,:er, 
the. Director 'of PUblic Works and myself:„ Although it was not 
possible for the consultant architect to come, the ;meetings 
were held with' his, concurrence and he was kept informed of the 
further progress that was made. A8 a result of nhis further 
round of talks, officials were able to put to the Government 
and' to F.ipporta fUrther proposal made by the contractor. The 
architect concurred in the propOsal: 1 was also able to 
rec omtend to the f:iovernment, after consultation with officials, 
a basis -fer:aettlementwith:tte .architect himself. Both of 
these proposals were referred to ana apProved by the Council of 
Ministers- and: agreerent was then reached with the contractor 
and the architect' accordingly. 

The terms of agreemeAt' reached between the Goree ennent and the 
contractor,  are as follows': 

(a) The contractor will undertake the construction 
of aluminiUm pitched roofs on. all residential 
blacks at the Varyl Begg Es cats . The price for 
this work is Z1,025,000 as' at May 1980. This 
will be subject to fluctuations thereafter for 
lebour and materials. This price was negotiated 
by the quantity surveyors with the 'contractor. 
It includes elements agreed to by the eualtity 
surVeybre for preliminaries, measured war°:;.s, and 

. contingenty alltivanCe,_and an e1ement"negotiaied 
by theni-  with the Contractor, ftr Peefit and 
overheads. The work will take approximately 18 
months to' temple to . It will be Undertaken on 
supplier Finance terms. Under these terms it is 
proposed that 85 percent of .the total value-or • 
the United 'Kingdom goods and' Services involved' 
on the work, ie approximately £812,355, would 

, be payable to the contractor, together with.  
interest at the rate of 8 nercentum per annum, 
in 10 equal half yearly instalments, the first 

23.  

being due 6 months after the completion of 
the c antra ct . The' balance of the value of the 

-'United Kingdom goods and services, ie 15 per 
cent, would be payable by way of a sterling 
down tayment on the 'signing of the documents 
covering the works. Payrent for any goods a;id 
services not provided from the United Kingdoth 
would be paid in full against the architect's 
certificates. 

(b) The contractor will pay .by way of contribution 
to the Government,:in settlement of its 
liability for existing roof and roof—related 
defects., a lump sum of £450,000. This is 
additional to the, sum. of £43,319 that the 
contractor has already spent on temporary 
repairs. 

The contractor will also remedy under the 
existing contractual arrangements, the other 
outstanding defects for which it is liable. 
This rill be a matter .for prccessing between 
the cmtrat tor and the architect. 

(d) eontractor will cone on to site to eonthence 
preparatory work within 2 weeks of 27 October 
1980. 

(e) The. autstanding.clairs against the Government. 
by the: contractor under the existing contract 
haVe been:settled: in the sum .of 2300,000. This 
amount includes an ex grntia element of 
£170,000 which we have been recommended by the 
architect to accept, having regard to United 
Kinguot local authority precedent. The 
outstanding claims are.. exclusive of money 
already certified under the existing contract. 

. , . 
Under the terra of agreement reached with the consultant 
architect, he will provide the architectural 'services relating 
to tht' tesign and supervision of the new pitched roofs free of 
charge. :These inheale the services he has already provided in 
respect of the negaUations to which I have referred and it is 
estimated that the; vill.be to the value of £74,600 under RIBA 
scales. In, addition he %1-,.1 meet the costs incurred and to be 
incurred in design services provided by consulting engireers 
in respect of the eo(ts, estimated at £5500, and the costs of 
the cuantity surveyors in,  the negotiations to date which are, 
estimated e.t £5000. These two items will be paid by the 
Government cee of the fees of the architect at present 
retained by the Government. The estimated value of the 
consultant architect's contribution is therefore £85,100. 

In conjunction with the erection of the pitched roofs by the 
contractor, the electrical repair work at the estate caused 
by roof leakages will be put out to tender to a sub—contractor. 
'Our estimated cost of this repair work is approximately 
z107:000. 
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Mr Sseaker,,as I have already indicated, this 3.s the basic on 
which the term of agreement have been reached with the 
contractor and the architect. I have at this stage sought to 
avoid commenting on the merits of the .terms of the agreements. 
What I have done is to describe a course on accion taken and 
the outcome. I expect that full details will in cite course be 
supplied to the House. I may add t nslr Speaker, there ace legal 
points I would in due course want tc come back to the House on. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker the story that the Hon and Learned Attorney-General 
has just unfolded is indeed an unhappy one for the people of 
Gibraltar who apprently are going to foot, if I have heard his 
statement correctly, the majority or the largest share of the 
bill for putting right what the Chief Minister and the various 
Ministers in the Government side have been telling us for the 
last 4. years the.Government was not at all to blame: Whilst 
the Chief Minister keeps saying no with his heed, could I just 
ask the Hon and Learned Attorney-General if I am right in 
thinking that the Gibraltar Goverment or the public zt large 
will pay for the. majority of the cost inputting the Varyl 
Pegg Estate right? In other'wcrds, am I right in thinning 
that the total liability of the contractor and the,conseleant 
is merely £450,000, as far as the contractors are concerned, 
and as far as the consultant architects are concerned are their 
free services for putting right what they, did wrong,origSeelly 
and that the public of Gibraltar is going to meet a bill of 
£600,oCO. Am I right in saying that this is the net result of 
Governil2nt's efforts over tree last 14 years? 

HON' ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, the proposal is a proposal to,erect pitched roofs. 
There are two elements to the matter, there.is the element cf 
the actual remedial works that would have been required to 
restore the existing roofs as per the original specification 
and, of course, the remedial consequential loss that flowed 
from the leakages caused to those roofs and also ether defects 
in the Estate. Mr Speaker, I will cozen e to the poirt ebout the 
pitched roofs in a.moment but if one looks at Varyl Begg and 
assesses the total damage that can be estimated, the total 
amount that it would cost to set it rig'it as it was, lir ,  Speaker, 
I believe that that is in the order of Lotween .:',1r4 end 21.1m 
and on thee basis what has been recovered is altogether, I think, 
approximately 50%. It is true that pitched roofs are being 
erected, this is not a legal consideration but there is an 
element, it cannot be in a negotiation, hutthere 18 an element 
of betterment in pitched roofs. I also appreciate, of courser  
that the move to construct pitched roofs was partly brought. 
about because of the circeeetances in which the Government  

MR SPEILIOR: 

We must net fall into the temptation of debating the statement. 
You have been aaced a question which I think one can give an 
answer to or you cannot, I am not sure, it is lig to you. You 
have been asked whether it is a fact that out of the £1,100,000 
the Gibraltar Government is going to be responsible for 
£650,n00 and if the builder is going to be responsible for 
2450,O00, is that correct or not? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

If I may have the opportunity to do my sums, Mr Speaker. Mr 
Speaker, what I sought to clarify, I wasn't trying to debate 
the issue, what I sought to clarify was this, that one must 
look first at the total, if one forgot about pitched roofs, if 
I can express it in these terms, if one forgot about pitched 
roofs you would be looking at an Estate with flat roofs and 
what to be measured is the total amount cf loss that 
Government has suffered. If one looks at that situation to 
clarify what was asked, what the Government is recovering is 
£1450,000 plus something which is estimated at £85,100 plus, 
I think,. one has to say that .£13,000 odd that the contractor 
has already spent ard one is talking about something going up 
towards n600,000. So far as the pitched roofs are concerned 
they are a new elenent, there is an element of betterment in 
them. The point I sought to make clear and I wasn't trying to 
debate it I just wanted to make it clear, was that to some 
extent, of course, the situation of having.pitched roofs has 
come about from the circumstances on which the Government has 
found itself. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, but I was only really asking for clarification 
because it seems to me that obviously the betterment issue is 
the escape route, may I put it that way, for the Government in 
justifying what is in fact a disastrous agreement for the people 
of Gibraltar. I want to ask the Hon and Learned Attorney-
General wla.t cash consideration there has been in relation to 
the rent that has been lost by the Government over these 4 years 
and intersst on that rent? Has any specific cash provision been 
made for that in this agreement? The second thing; what has 
:3overnment recovered in respect of other losses as a result of 
the work on the Estate? And the third thing; what is the 
contribution of the consultants for having designed in the first 
instance the wrong plans necessitating the construction of 
pitched roofs 4 years later as the only way of getting the 
Government cut of the mess that these consultants who designed 
and did the whole work for the Varyl Begg Estate put the 

• Government in? What is the cash equivalent of that, just doing 
new plans? In other words, is the position that the consultants 
designed the wrong set of plans and then said: "I am very sorry, 
even though it is going to cost you £600,000 and it has cost yOu 
so many thousands of pounds in suffering to people, in loss of 
rent to the Government, despite all that,.my contribution is 
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going to be that I will do you a new set plans foie...pitched 
roofs". And we must all tern round and say: "What marvellous 
chaps these consultants are". What is their cc:attribution in 
terms of cash to the people of Gibraltar for the hardship 
that they have caused in this matter? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, before / answer that queetion may I ask the Hon and 
Learned Member to clarify the second aspect of it. He mentioned 
cash for the rents that have been lost anc the Member then 
mentions other defects and I'm not clear what is meant by that? 

HON 'P J ISOLA: 

t was referring,. Mr,Speaker, to the suffering of people, to' 
the inconvenience of people, .• to the inconvenience. of the public, 
to the public funds that-have been spent in trying to ameliorate 
this position .over 4 years:. Can I Just ask.. one last thing and 
that is,. this queStion of interest...when will it. start running • 
from and is Governient getting any interest thenselves on what 
they have lost and. from the date that 'they have lost it? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
• 

Mr Speaker, first of all :on the- point of the -rents.' The 
settlement. that has been-negotiated with the contractoe is a 
lump sum settlerent for all ,damage 'stemming from the roofs; 
that is, the damage to the roofs themselves and roof related 
damage which includes consequential damage caused by leakages. 
This includes damage to the' electrical work, 1÷ includes 
damage to the flats and because thobe flats were damaged it 
wasn't possible for them to be occupied. It is a lump sum 
settlement and the lump sum settlement was negotiated taking 
into account the fact that part of the damages were made up of 
rent. On the second point, because I understand that the Hon 
Member is really making two points. The second point on the 
question of design. I understood the Hon and Larned Member ee 
say, why is the consultant not putting up cash for roofs whiele 
he wrongly designed in the first place? It is not as simpte 
as that. I cannot accept, and the evidence does not substan-
tiate it, that it was quite ..so -simple EIS the roofs being 
wrongly designed in the first place. There are •elements of 
liability on the pert of the consultants biat beyond that I 
wouldn't go. Mr Speaker, there was also the question of, 
interest, mentioned. This proposal was a proposal to e mot new 
pitched roofs -and those roofs have to be finaneed and I was 
referring to the terms •on which they rill be finanCed by the 
Government in 'the course of their construction. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, can I just ask one point. We have been told all 
along for the last 4 years that 'the Government was taking 
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actien. or not- taking action because they didn't know who was 
responsible for tee faults in the roofs.. May I ask now, who 
is responsible for the faults in the roofs at Varyl Begg? Is 
it the contractor„ it the consultant, or who is it? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENE : 

Mr Speakee, it is my view that the primary responsibility rests 
with the e.theractor and that there are elements of responsibi-
lity which rest with the consultant. In the case of the 
consultant, I think there were two aspects. There is the 
aspect of design and I think one also has to take' into account 
n:pervision although that doesn't exonerate the contractor, 
vhich is contributing to the present leaks, there is evidence 
to this effect. There would also be the prospect of longer 
term design shortcomings but they have not contributed at this 
stage to the existing roof leaks. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I take it then that it is the opinion of the Hon 
and Learned Attorney-General. that the main part e the fault 
lies with the contractor. Cen he also tell us how this view 
has been come by? Can he tel.:. us how that opinion ie based? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, it is based on the evidence-that the Govern-
ment was able to obtain from independent consultants. 

HON G T RESTAITO: 

The nexe point, Mr Speaker, that I wanted to ask is that I see ' 
that in the Hon Member's statement he said that for some 17 
months the Government has been pursuing a specific course. Of 
conzse, 17 months only takes us back to May, 1979. What 
ha me ned between the time that tee Government was handed the 
firet block and very shortly afterwards, I believe, the faults' 
were observed certainly by the tenants of the last floor flats, 
what happened between then and June 1979, that no action seems 
.to have taken an:, it was only in June 1979 when Government took 
a specific cerese? 

HON ATTORN:n-GENEReI.: 

Mr Speaker, I did think that my statement covered that. •When 
I said 17 months and I think I emphasised as I said it, it is 
for 17 months that the specific course of action which had led 
to. thie outcome has been pursued. I did outline• what happened 
before that. t: have made the point, Mr Speaker, and I made the 
point deliberately. I was describing a course of action and I 
was describing an outcome. In due course one will be prepared 
to give a full account of the matter but I do think myself 
that my description and my statement of the previous events is- 
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sufficient. at this stage. 

• HON G T RESTANO: 

In the certext, Mr' Speaker, of the Hon Attorney-General's 
assessment and statement, I agree, but he must aecept that 
certainlyaaince I have been in this House of Asoembly, the 
GoVernment has been accusing its predecessor of the faults of 
Veryl Begg. I just want to know what the present AACR 
Government has done between the moment they took office I 
think in 1972 until June 1979? 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going to.  debate the Varyl lhang issue. If you wish 
to ask questions in clarification of the statement you are free 
to do so. 

• 

HON G T RESTANO: 

My question of clarification, Mr Speaker, is that the Government 
has taken a specific course according to the statement for some 
17 months and that only takes us back to Jule 1979 but the 
Estate was. first handed over or at least the first part of the 
Estate was handed over in 1972 an my question was what had 
Government done between 1972 or 197j perhaps  

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, the building started in October, 1972. 
MR SPEAKER: 

discussions with the engineer around June, 1979, and it was 
from that point that we followed a definite line of action 
which 1 have already outlined. 

HON F J IEcOLA: 

Mc Speaker, it is very difficult to accept without question the 
statement that the contractors were mainly to blame beceuse as 
I understand the position and perhaps the Hon and Learned 
Attorney-General will be able to confirm this to me, in August, 
1977 when the Government proposed arbitration, within 12 days 
of receiving the letter the contractors accepted arbitration it 
August, 1977, and it.was the consultants, who appear to be free 
from all blame, who refused the arbitration or refused to have 
the matter settled at a time which would then have resulted in 
things being done 3 years before or 4 years before they are 
being done and a lot of suffering and expense being avoided. 
The second point I would like to make on this question of the 
liability is that according to the statement that the Hon and 
Learned Attorney-General has made, in May, 1979, the estimated 
cost of repeiring the existing roofs was set at .C650,000, that 
was in May, 1979, but presumably in May, 1980, the estimated 
cost for letairing the roofs have had to be put up by 20% if 
one takes into account wages and all these thing; that go up 
annually. What reason can there be for the .Gibeeltar Govern-
ment at least not getting a credit in theocost of putting 
pitched roefs at least of the amount that it would cost to 
repeir,  the roofs today? In other words, the contractor, if 
they are to blame, should be paying at least £650,000 and not 
£450,000 or is the root of the' problem that the contractor is 
saying "I'm going to pay what it would have' cost to repair in 
197E if you had accepted my offer of arbitration". 

HON G T RESTANO: 
• 

Well, between the time, if you like, of the first handing over 
until June 1979, that is what I am aaking. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

The matter was discussed after leaks had ecte to light 
betWeen the contractor and the consultant and there camp a 
point at which the Government, and I am not going to comment 
.further'atthis stage, but there came a point at which the 
Government proposed to the contractor and the'eoesultant, 
because I am sure embers know better than I do there was, a 
difference between them as to what wasthe cause, there came 
a point at which a tripartite arbitration was proposed, an 
arbitration between the Government, the consultant and the 
contractor and that came to nothing. The Government then 
engaged, I think it was in December 1977, a firm of consulting 
engineers to investigate and find out what was causing the 
leaks and they reported as I said and the first two reports 
were in by 1978, the final report came in May, 1979, and ve had 
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Mr Isola, you are debating the issue. 

BON J /SOLA: 

I want clarification of this point of liability of the contrac-
tor because it seems to me, Mr Speaker, that if the cost of 
repair was V650,000 the Government or the tax-payers because 
it is not the Governmeat it is the tax-payers Iho are going for 
this, or the British Governrent, should not be made to pay a 
single penny more thar the cost of putting right what was done 
wrong, never mind the betterment value, the cost of putting 
right what was done wrong. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, dealing first with the first point. I note what 
has been said about the attitude of the consultants when the 
tripartite arbitration was proposed. My view of the consultants 
liability as based on the evidence that was made .available to 
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us by the, consulting engineers who we subsequently engaged. / 
will comment at a. later date on the significance of the 
consultant not accepting a tripartite arbitration. Oe the 
second point, I was careful to say this in my statement, the 
figure mentioned in May, 1979, of £650,000 and the ;tigeee 
mentioned of Zlm were tigures mentioned in discutsion by the 
consultant engineer, they were not estimates in the considered 
sense, they were not eatirdates in the sense that implied that 
there was a considered fonaule ti on of the amount in . the same 
way. as a quantity surveyor would estimate them but they. were 
figures which the censultant mentibeedeta us and when the 
ne gotiati ons took elect • this year be twee n the quantity 
surveyors and thet'..aaritreetor„the eteintity surveyor's ,  
assessment and I believe adir:cOereet in. saying in 1980. fer 
the remedial_ cost, of the roof, was ,E690,000. Thet was What the 
quantity surveyors Were, eroeeeding on, as being the amount it e 
would cost-  to restore all 18 roofs Under.:the existing apedifi—
cation at at - 1980._ I am sure the Hon and Learned Leader of the 
Opposition' knows , this was a settlement and in a settletent 
there are elements of compromise. At this stage I propose to 
say no more about this. 

HON P J ZSOLA: 

WhiCh means, Mr Speaker, if I can ask for further alatification, 
it means that the Gibraltar teas Payer or the Gibraltar public, 
whateVer yOu like :to call it, being asked not JUst pay for 
betterment arable but .:te) pay part of.. the cost of thetbiil which 
thite0aVernment has said and :has giVeri. as _its reason for not 
taking the contractors and cOnsultants to Court It would not 
have. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Mr Isola, that is not a matter of clarification. If they wish 
to do so the Opposition can, debate the matter in a substantive 
motion but we are not going to go any further now on this 
matter. 

HOY -MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, onee point of clarification. 

MR SPEAKER: 

If it is a point of clarification, by all means. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

The. Hon and Learned Attorney—General hat 'said that the defects • 
are attributable to construction and not to design and that the 
contractcretare prepared to make good up to a point, Why has 
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the GoVererent agreed for the ptiched roofs which apparently 
is a betterment, why have they agreed to that way of putting 
it right? :an' t there another way of putting it right and 
therefore saving the people of Gibraltar quite a large sum of 
Money? 

HON ATTORNEY—(117NERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I' would like to be clear on this. I did not say 
that the contractor was at fault and the consultant was not at 
fault, but what I did not say was that the roofs were completely 
badly designed. My assessment, on the evidence which was given 
by the consulting engineer, was that the contractor was 
primarily at fault, he identified points of liability by the • 
contractor and he identified points of liability by the consul—
tant. My view. of what he was saying was that the contractor 
wastprimarily responsible but I didn't say that there was no 
responsibility on the part of the architect, there was 
restonsibility on the part of the architect as well, but the 
settlement in my view and I say that as a lawyer, be says 
that as an engineer and I appreciate that the settlement 
reflected teat approach. Coming on to why were pitched roofs 
erected. "As I said in my statement, the consulting engineer 
advanced -th;.pc eoesible Ways of remedying the matter; (a) one 
could restore the existing roofs; (b) one could build a new 
storey; (a) one could put a pitched roof across the top. He 
himself 'Wes of a view, of a view only as engineer, I am not 
trying to pass the , legal assessment to the' engineer, but he . 
was of a view and the fact that pitched roofs were proposed, 
while it was considered that that would be a good solution, it 
was not implied that that was the only solution to the problem. 
What I am trying to say is it was not to be inferred from that, 
and certainly it was not his own view, that it was primarily 
a shot teeming in design. Now, I don't want to espouse this 
because I think it is really a separate issue and I don't 
think it is strictly an issue within the context of a legal 
dispute. 'In fact, I think it can be shown that over a longer 
period of time the pitched roofs are in fact a better investment. 

HON MAJOR R J PEL1Z4: 

Yes, but that is c-ar a fang period of time, Mr Speaker,' and 
we are thinking of what Is happening now. If there was no 
frt7ttOf design, at the designee were to some extent t ) blame, 
iE 1Xle AttorteyeGeneral absolutely satisfied that the contribu—
tibe'being made, as my Hon Friend has said here before, and I 
think this qaestion of the pitched roofs .brings this point out 
very saliently, is he absolutely satisfied that the consultants 
are really contributing the amount that they should within the 
failure on their part? 

M SPEAKER:. • 
With tue respect, that is not a matter of clarification. I 
think we have gone as far as we can go • this dne. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

I.have two questions to ask, Mr Speaker, .on clarification. 

MR SPEA1OR: 

Put the first one and we will see. 

HON G 1 RESTANO: 

The first one is, in .the past the Government has failed to 
• collect revenue from the Estate becaute people refuse to pay 

their rents because of the bed conditions of their houses and 
I would like to know whether that money is going to be just 
forgotten. 

MR SPEA1R: 

No, that is completely out of order. 

HONG T .P.ESTANG: 

' Well, it is loss, Mr Speaker. • 

MR SPEAKER: 
• 

With due respect to you, it is completely out of order. You 
are entitled to ask any question for clarification of the 
statement. You are not entitled -to debate the ceraequences 
of the Varyl Begg issue. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Has any account'been taken in the contribution by eithe%,  the 
contractor or the consultant of -she lossA.n::rervenna:to Jcvern' 
Brent by the non-paymont of rents? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

I think I have answered. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think you have answered that to Yr Isola no more than about a 
quarter of an hour ago. Perhaps you haven't got the answer .  
you want but that is another matter. What is your second 
question? 

EON G T RESTANO: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, but that question has not been answered. 

MR SISAISR: 

No, we are not going• to labour the point any further but if 
you are in a osotion to put an end to it in a quicker way, yes, 
by all means answer. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. In the amount that was negotiated 
that was a lump sum settlement and one of the factors that we 
took into account and presented in the negotiations *as the 
consideration of rents. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

What was the figure for the loss of rent? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Nc. order. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

.It,may have been £Z4.50,000. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Mr Restano, you had another question. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

The secont q2estion, arising out of these investigations, is.  there any ,--,2sponeibility attributed to the Gibraltar Govern-
ment for the faults in the roofs? 

HON ATTORNSY-GENERAL: 

Thsia is no responsibility attributed to the Gibraltar Govern-
ment for the design of this, they didn't design the roofs, but 
the view was expressed that the flat roof'design is in itself 

• not the best design and the view was expressed that it was 
designed 'to meet the needs of the client. 



HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, in'the estimates there was a fignYe retained of 
2852-,900. Can the' Hon and. Learned Member say whether this is 
now being paid to the contractor or what is happening to that 
money? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, it hasn't, that figure was incorrect, I understand. 
I will say that when I learned of this it 8aVe se a momentary 
palpitation because I thought, we were sitting 'on their money 
but,' in fact, we weren't. 

HON I BOSSANOr- 

Can the Hon Member explain? I am afraid the fagt. that he says 
the figure was incorrect cannot be sufficient for us because 
this is in the printed estimates and we were'told that the 
money was appantly something that the' Government was sitting 
on, money owed to the contractor. In fact, if we didn't owe • 
them the money' how come we thought we did? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I am sorry, I -You'd like to help the Hon MEmber but 
I can't explain, it that, in fact, that money was not owing to 
the contracto:.. I think I would rather say no more, I can't 
explain it. 

HON J 'kOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I haven't finished. I take it, Mr Speaker , that 
the Hon and Learned Member is not able to give ne an answer • 
at this stage because the whole thing is not completely settled 
but that the information will be forthcoming at some stage, is 
that correct? 

HON ATTORNEYGENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, yes that is what I intended to convey. 

117A G T RESTANO: 

•Mr Speaker , I wasn't. allowed to finish on the point I asked 
before. 

MR SPEAYEP: 

Have you finished, Mr Bossano? 

YON J BOSSANO: 

No, Mr Speaker,' the thing is I would rather carry on with one 
particular line than.  chop and change. On the amount of 
£107,000 for repair work, is that being net entirely by tbe 
Gibraltar Government? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 
HON J BOSSANO: 

Can he say whether,any money was owed to the contractor? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

What was owing to the contractor was a sum of 8147,000 which 
wasn't paid. 

HON- P J ISOLA: 

But in the statement the Hon Attorney-General referred to an 
ex gratis payment of £170,000. 

Mr Speaker, the amount which the contractor is contributing 
is. around 8450,000 lump sum, the repair work is a separate 
matter. . 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I know it is a F,eparate matter, Mr Speaker, it is a eeparate 
matter in his ay.atement. What I am saying is, the £107,000 of 
electrical mpEir work being caused by roof leakakes, is the . 
contractor paying for that or is the Gibraltar Government' 
paying inose £107,000? • 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

That is a different matter altogether. 

Mr Speaker , I am not trying to misunderstand the Hon Member, 
is he-aaying that something'which is going to be paid for in 
addition to the Z450,000? 



HON J BOSSANO: 

Yes. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

The answer is no. The £450,000 is a lump num. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

So that means tbst the £107,000 of .lectrical. faults is being 
met by the Government itself and that, in fact, this package 
that the contractor has so successfully negotiated, takes 
account of the loss of rent,_ of £107,000, and of everything 
else and the Hon and Learned Member still thinks that ttat 
reflects' a negotiation in which the major proportion of the 
blame is, put on the contractor and not on the Government and 
yet the Government bears the major share of the. coats? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr SI-esker, I thfmi simply this, that what has been recovered • 
in the settlement  

1/2 SPEAKER: 

We are not debating the quality of the settlement and that 
must be.done in a substantive motion, not noN. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, then on a point of clarification. Would the Hon 
Member agree that the statement that he has made indicates 
that the contractor is bearirg something like 30% of the cost 
of putting the defects on the Estate righ', when the:: )hould 
have been right from the beginning, ana that consequently if 
it is a fair settlement, it must indicate a situation where 
30% of the fault is the contractors, 70% of the fault is the 
Government's and no fault at all for the consultant who is 
just doing A new set of plans. Woul6 that be an accurate ' 
understanding of the statement and if not could it ba clarified. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

It seems to me to come down tc a question of calculations but 
I do not see how he gets the figure of 30%. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member doesn't see how I arrive at the 
30%, then I would point out that if the roofs alone are Lin and 
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that that is the initial cost subject to fluctuations, that 
f we are. not shown the loss of rent or other incidental losses 
over the last L or 5 years, and if the electrical work alone 

£107.600, it won't take us very far to arrive at a figure 
of £3al-m of which £4.50,000 is approximately 50%. 

MR S?ilAKER: 

That may be so but again we are falling into the trap of 
debating the stateuent. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I am asking him to clarify whether the contractor is putting. 
30;0 of the cost, is that correct ar not? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

That is not correct. 

HON .7 BOSSANO: 

Can he say what percentage of the cost is'being met by the 
contractor? 

HON'ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Our estimate of the loss suffered by the Government of Gibral-
tar is aetween Lim and £1,1m and the contractor is paying 
£450,000 and while the temporary work may not have been to 
particular advantage or to anyone's ultimate benefit, he has 
infect spent another £43,000 in doing temporary repairs. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, when I asked whether there was any responsibility 
on the part of the Government of Gibraltar, I got a few snide 
remarks from sale Members of the Government and I would like 
to ask whether since tt.e Government seems to ba so confident 
of its owe image in this whole business, would it now agree 
to wnat it nefused to agree 2 or 3 years ago, to have a public 
incufry? . 

MR SPEAKE'R: 

Order, let us go on to the next matter on the agenda. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

As you have no doubt gathered from our questioning, this side 
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of the House is thoroughly dissatisfied with the surrender' 
document that has been signed by the Government and-I propoee 
to raise this issue on the adjournment. 

rat SPEMR: 

Most certainly. 

MOTIONS 

HON CHIEF MINISTSR: 

Mrr -Speakern have two motions in my name in the Order Paper 
but would rather deal with the:More pleasant one first and 
deal with the other one later on. I have the honour to move 
the motion standihg in my name Which is. that the HonOrarY 
Freedom of the City of Gibraltar be conferred upon the ROyal 
Regiment of Artillery in recognition of its cicseassociatoe. 
with Gibraltar over the past two and three quarter centhrice 
and as an expression of the regard, esteem and friendship in 
which the Regiment is held by the people of Gibraltar. 

Mr Speaker., sheir%ly after the Capture of Gibraltar in the summer 
of 1704, it WaS•eealised that a- permaneht artillery garrison 
Would hove to be provided if it was_to be successfully defended 
against any future attack. Thus on the 3rd Cetcber of that, 
year a Royal Warrant was issued authorising the establishment 
of, a Train of Artillery for Gibraltar. 

Ine1716,the first twO:Companies of. Royal Artillery were formed 
eete:Wool*ich.as part .of the regular establishment .of the Army. 
The_Train of Artillery at Gibraltar and that et Minorca (then 
under British rule), I should remind Membere, after expansion 
and reorgenisation, were brought on to the regular establish-. 
=exit the following year as the third and fourth Companies of 
the Royal Artillery respectiVely. Five years later all four 
Companies, two at Woolwich and one each at Gfbraltar and . 
Minorca,. were formed into the Royal Regiment . of Artillery. 

'Aus the Gibraltar Train.of Artillery was actually. the oldest 
of the four original units of the. Regiment, though le only 
became part of the Regiment in 1722. 

The Compary, after serving with great die'inction durihg the 
defence of the Rock in 1727, was unfortunately disbanded at 
Woolwich. on the 31st December 1770. It was then.known-as 
Captain G. Anderson's Company, 3rd Battalion R.A. The 
Company served-  in Gibraltar for 62:yeara fom its formation 
in 1704 until 1766 When it waSembarked for Woolwich. It is 
worthy of note that this Company was relieved, on leaving,  
Gibraltar,.by no less than four Companies, two more Companies 
being posted to the Rock it 1771.. 

These 'six Companiee sailed for England in 1772 and were replaced 

' by five Companies of 2nd Battalion R.A. which today bear the 
Honour Vet:ee "Gibraltar 1779 - 83". Today these Honour Titles 
are held by 5, 19, 21, 22 and 23 Batteries Royal Artillery. 

It was on these five artiI.e:7 units that the main .)urden of 
the successful defence of Gibralt=,,r rested during the Great 
Siege by the Spanish and Feeach from 1779 to 1783. This 
achievement to rated as one of the most remarkable feats cf 
arms in the history of the British Army. 

• 
.Though Gibraltar was never seriously attacked after 1783, five 
or six Companies R.A. continued to be stationed here. Gunners 
from the 'garrison were engaged in other actions based on the 
fortress. Expeditions -to Toulon and Corsica in 1793 . - 1794 
were Lased on this garrison. A handful of Gunners fought with 
Lord Nelson at Tenerife in 1797. One detachment helped re-
capture Minorca. in 1798. They also formed, part of Abertromby's- . 
army ,in Egypt in 1801. ,In 1808 half a Company went to Sicily 
enC others to Portugal and Ceuta it 1810. In this same year 

raiding party from Gibraltar, assisting Spain during the 
period of Napoleon's invasion, attacked Fuengirola; that was 
before the Cof,t6 del Sol and all that, and an artillery 
detachment from the garrison took part in the gallant defence of 
Tarifa in 18:!.1, another detachment taking part in the battle'of 
Barrosa, wnich we see some of our resident Battalion from time, 
to tfra celebrating. 

FolloWimn the lor.g period of peace after Waterloo Companies 
served for six or seven. years on the Rock. • 

Whexetherewas trouble in Syria in 1840 a detachment was sent 
from the Companies serving here to Acre and Beirut. During the 
Cr:i.mean War tho artillerymen in the Garrison ran a remount 
denot for hoeSEs and mules bought in Spain. 

It w,..s in 1859, with the introduction of the Brigade system, 
that a complete Garrison Brigade P.A. was stationed here and 
Gibraltar thus became one of the largestantillery overseas 
staeions. It *as during this period that defences progressively 
imp' oeed and Gibraltar's proverbial reputation as a Fortress 
was iurther enhanced. 

During the First World War Gibraltar became a most important 
convoy post which was yell protected by the gunners manning • 
the- many guns emo2aced in *he Batteries which deterree. any 
world-be attackers. 

The Second rorld War again saw the strengthening of the 
Fortress ate many guns were mounted. These consisted mainly of 
Coast Defence and Anti-Aircraft Batteries and at the peak of 
this period the R.A. element consisted of no less than six 
regiments. 

''he Anti-Aircraft gunners of the Gibraltar Defence Force Were 
fully trained before the outbreak of war by instructors of the 
Royal Regiment of Artillery and were therefore ready to man iy1 
their guns when war was declared. 
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Detachsmnts of Coast Defence gunners were trained during the 
first months of hostilities. These G.D.F. gunners ssrsed 
alongside their comrades of the Royal Artillery and manned 
both the 6" and 9.2" guns of 4 and 27 Heevr Ceast Batteries 
whilst the Anti-aircraft element served in 19 and 256. E.A.A. 
Batteries until, eventuelly, in 1942, the Gibraltar Defence 
Force Heavy Anti-aircraft Battery was formed ircorporating 
the Gibraltarian Cunners serving with the Royal Artillery 
batteries at the t. me. A Light Anti-aircraft section Was also 
forrsd in which 1 um proud lo have made a very small contribu-
tion. 

The Royal Artillery connection was sadly severed in 1958 when 
tee last R.A. unit left the Rock and the only gunners remaining 
in the garrison were those of the Gibraltar Regiment, Heavy 
Troop. The present-day gunners of Thomsen Battery, the Gib-altar 
Regiment, are the descendants of the G.D.F. gunners of WoelJ War 
II and still preserve their gunner •traditions and scare items of 
uniform such as the white lanyard which every man in the 
Gibraltar Regiment wears today whether he is an infaseteymen or 
gunner. Indeed the Gibraltar Regiment was authorise! so have 
the grenade emblaxoned 'in their Regimental Colour. 

Today we are fortunate to have in the Garrisonmembesei of 8th 
Surveilleece Troop RA who are doing spleedid work in the best 
Gunner teaeitioh and maintaining the link between the Royal 

-Regiment of Artillery and Gibraltar. 

For over two end three-quarter-centuries our close connection. 
with the Royal Regiment of Artillery and our debt for the part 
they have played in the defence of Gibraltar are indeed great, 
as is our deep affection for the heroism and ingenuity shown 
in the many attacks which our City has endured. 

It is thus with a very special pleasure that I have the 
exceptional honour to move this motion to grant to the Royal 
Regiment ne Artillery as a sign of our gratitude and friendship, 
the Freedom of the City of Gibraltar, a motion which I am 
confident will receive the warm and unanimous support of this 
House and which will be partieularey welcomed ey the people of 
Gibraltar. I am parttcularly glad that whilst this motion is . 
being heard, the Deputy Director of the R.A., Brigadier Nagle 
is honouring our House with his presence in the Gallery. 

The anniversary of the formation of- the Gibraltar Defence Porta 
falls on the 28th April. It is proposed that the. Cerenory of 
the granting of the Freedom of the flits,  should be held on a 
date as close as possible to this anniversary as it convenient 
to all concerned. The Ceremony will accordingly be held, if 
the motion is passed as I hope it will, on the 29th April, 1981. 

Sir I commend the motion to the House. 

Mr Speaker, proposed the question in the terms of the Hon the 
Chief Minister's motion. 

P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I think this is about the only motion, ho, 'there is 
one; other Government motion, that this side afthe House will be 
supporting during the course of these sitting.; but it is never-
theless with very Ereat pleasure that we support the motion that 
the Hon and Learned Chief Minister has moved. We are only too 
aware, on this side of the House, of the close association of 
the Royal Artillery, that is how I used to know it a few years 
ago rather than the Loyal Regiment of Artillery which is 
probably the right say of calling them, of the very close 
association and friendship that existed between the Royal 
Artillery and the people of Gibraltar. Indeed, I .think for 
many years the Gibraltar Defence Force the Gibraltar Regiment's 
only association with the armed forces was in fact with the 
Royal Artillery. The infantry boys are a fairly recent 
acquisition of the Gibraltar Regiments and there are many of us, 
of course, who I do not say we have no truck with them but there 
are many of us who never had this particular experience. The 
Royal Regiment of Artillery, its association with Gibraltar, as 
the Hon and Learned Chief Minister has said, goes back many 
yeara hue intimately so, of course, I would think from the time 
of the formation of-the.Gibraltar Volunteer-  Force at. the • 
oetnresea of the First World War and it hec been a very happy 
asseciatien, I think, during this century and therefore I think 
that the people of Gibraltar will welcome very much the 
oneortunity of honouring this distinguished Regiment with the 
Freedom of the City of Gibraltar in April next year and I look 
very much fcrward to seeing the Royal Regiment. of Artillery 
marching once more in our streets. Mr Speaker, we support this 
motion with enthusiasm and with gratitude. 

HON M/JCR R J PSLIZA: 

Mr Speaker, as an old gunner syself and having really lived 
with guns for 22 years of my life, not being a ms:Mber of the 
Royal Regiment but certainly very closely associated with it 
through the Gibraltar Regiment, I feel very happy that this 
House. is going to grant this great honour to this Regiment 
which I think has counted for so much in the history of' our 
City. I think this joy will be extended to the people of 
Gibraltar_ ene'can see the way that they preciously try to 
safeguard the batteries which Irthink are monuments to the 
Regiment. through the years that they have serves here. Also, 
I think ie s a sign of the respect and love that the people 
of Gibraler have towards the many men who through the many 
yeaes have been here in Gibraltar side by side with the 
Gebreitarians in defence of our territory as in fact they are 
doing today. All this, I think, in the same way as this honour 
was given to the Royal Engineers and now to the Royal Regiment, 
goes to prove how much the people. of Gibraltar appreciate 
having the Forces with us here in Gibraltar and I fully and 
wholeheartedly support the motion of the Chief Minister which 
I am sure will be receiv.ng the full supprt of the whole House. 



MR SPEAKER: 

-Dees the Hon Mover wish to-reply? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Nothing to add, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker rut the question which was unanimously resolved in 
the affirmative and the motion was accordingly passed. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Sir, I have to deal with another kind of Pielt, this is the 
appointment of a Select Committee to deal evith the law of 
divorce. At the last meeting of this House afterlongdebate 
it was resolved that a Select : Committee should be appointed to 
inquire into the need, if any, to amend .  the Matrimonial genres 
Ordinance. In order to give the text to this resolution I have 
given notice or twomotionei One for the setting up of the 
Select Committee and the other providingeforjts metbersbep and 
I Move the first of these motions .which "That this Hones' 
resolves that i Select Comnitteeeof this House to be known as 
the Select ComMittee on the Matrimonial Causes Ordinance be 

.appointed to inquireead to the need, if any, to amend the 
Matrimenial Causea:Ondinance% Mr Speaker, this folloWs very 

- closelyethe motion4assed after the long-debate we had .on 
another motion on this same subject at the last meeting. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon Chief 
Minister's motion. • 

NB SPEAKER: 

Does the Leader of the Opposition or any Member wish to epeak 
on it? 

P J ISOLA: 

Mr Svaker, I will be speaking on the next one. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the motion was accordingly passed. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, I now move :'the second motion which is: "That this 
House resolves that the follcoing Members should be nominated 
to the Select Committee on the Matrimonial Causes Ordinance: 
The Hon M K Featherstone, The .Hon J B Perez, the Hon W T Scott, 
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the Hon J Bosse= and the . Hon D Hull, QC". Insofar as the 
Government Members proposed for the Committee are concerned our 
intention has been to provide a balance of views. It became 
evident during the last debate of the subject of divorce that 
one., of the Ministers proposed fairness amendment, to the -
Ordinance while the other is opposed to such amendment. The 
Hon Mr Scott has been nominated by the Leader of the Opposition 
and the Hon Mr Bossan6 is Proposed as being the Member who 
raised the matter. All concerned have agreed that it is 
desirable that, the Attorney-General should be a member. He will 
be in a position to advise the Committee in any legal points 
that may arise. The Chairman of the.  Select Committee is, of 
course, elected by the Members. I understand, however, that 
there is a general agreement that in this particular case it 
would be helpful for the Attorney;-General to be so selected. 
Sir, I commend the.motion. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon the 
Chef Minister's motion. 

HON P J ISOLA. 

Mr Sneaker, nave been consulted obviously on.ene teens of this 
moti m and on the composition of the Committee. The attitude 
we have taken to the Select Committee on this particular bill 
is guided by the thought that the question of divorce has been 
very much a matter of conscience and a matter of a free vote. 
tor the House. There has been no party policy laid down on 
either sida of the House, certainly not on my side of the House, 
and accordingly it was my view and the view of our collegues 
that although: the Select Committee should be: representative of 
tha Youse as a whole we did not want the Committee to be too 
large and this is why I have agreed that the OppositiOn, the 
offic?al Opposition, is only having one Member on this 
Conn ttee whereaS in a normal Committee where party policy is 
laid doWn obviously we would insist on having our full 
complement of two but as this is purely and simply a matter of 
individual choice and.opinion, if I man put it that way, we 
were gaits ccmtent with the composition as it is before the 
House and readily egreed to it. I should say, however, to the. 
Committee, if I way say eo, that I hope that the Members in the 
Committee will tin and eehieve the object of the resolution 
Of the House which was Teeny an object to inquire into the 
need of change en the divorce law and .that their main remit 
really from this Heise is to go into the matter quite deeply; 
tey and take opinlcm from all, sections of the community on this 
issue Of d -..vorce'. We all know by looking at the names, who is 
in favour and who is not, in the Committee, and that I don't 
think is the purpose of the exercise. I don't think what the 
House wants is to hear what their views are because we have 
already had that in a substantive debate on a substantive motion. 
I think what this Committee has to do, if I may point' out or 
suggest, is to go deeply into the question of divorce, to hear 
different points of views from the public and to report to the 
House on the results of their inquiry as well, of course, adding 
to it their obvious own views as a Committee on how the House 
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HON A .7 CANEPA: 

Mr Speeker, whilst I agree with the Hon the Leader of the 
Opposition that every Member of the Select Committee reew.dless et* 
whet his own inclinations might be on a matter has a duty to 
look at the problem objectively, and to, as it were more so on 
this occasion to convey back to the Hoace the feeling af public 
opinion in Gibraltar on this rather controversial issue, I lon't 
agree with him and he himself has intimated that, people me 1 _ per 
force look very carefully.at the names of those. proposed and peo-
ple knew hcw those individual Members feo3 on the issue, what 
views they take and that is bound to colour the attitude, I • 
think, of the aeneral public towards the Committee welt h this 
House is being asked to appoint, Mr Speaker, I am net going to 
oppose this motion but I am not going to support it because the 
matter is one, as the Leader of Opposition says, where there is 
freedom et' corn cience and there was no vhip a t the last meting 
of the H e when the whole issue was debated at 'Jove length. I 
am quite happy with tAro Government appointments because I thihk 
we have tried to achieve 'some balance but I don't think that as 
a result of the appointment that has Peon made on the other bide 
of the House, I won't say from the Opposition, from the other 
side of the House', I dong.t think that as a result the Committee 
is well balanced. I would have liked to have seen more 
representation of those Members of the House who are well known 
to take an ins transigent view on the whole issue of divorce.' I 
think that there is a great deal of fee2ing in Gibraltar against 
the whole issue of divorce and I thine teat those people who feel 
very passionately about this would have been comforted to a far 
greater extent if they had seen more representation on this 
Committee of Members of the House who are entirely against any 
relaxation of the laws of divorce. I would love liked, therefore, 
to have seen a bigger Select Committee with two additional Members, 
one from the Government Side of the House, of aomebedy like my 
Hon Friend Major Dellipiani, and from the Opposition side I would, 
and I make no bones about it, I would have leLkod to have seen the 
Leader of the Opposition as a Member of eels Select Committee. 
Unfortunately it seems to on that the attitude of Leaden, of the 
Opposition is that they will not serve on any Celect Committee 
of the House unless the Chief Mintseer Chairs that Select 
Committee, that is my experience since 1972. The Hon _presort 
Leader of the Opposition's predecessor, Mr Maurice Xiberras, did 
not serve on the Select Committee Jr. the Declaration of Members' 
Interests even though he had been involved and had been campaign-
ing en this matter for over a decade but he would not'serve under 
a Minister as Chairman and now we seem to be getting a repetition 
from the present Leader of the Opposition, the same attitude. On 
one occasion though when the Chief Minister chaired a 
Constitution sub-committee, well, it wasn't a Select committee  

hot it was tantamount, really, to a Select Committee, 
I thenk this was from 1974/76, the Chief Minister 
chaired that Committee and therefore ,both Mr Xiberras, who was 
then Leader of the Opposition and I remember Mr Isola also, were 
the two 'Members. I .hink it is unfortunate, wenis is the impres- 
sion that I get, if I wrong I will give way and the Leader 
of the Opposition car. clarify, whether he would serve on a 
Select Committee of the House of which the Chief Minister is 
not Chairman, but I think it i.s a pity that on this very 
crucial end very important issue there isn't a bigger Select 
Committee and if the appointryents that I have suggested were 
to be made I think it would be a better Select Committee, it 
would be a well-balanced Select Committee and all shades of 
view, on the. issue of divorce in Gibraltar would feel that 
there was somebody there who would at least look after their 
enterests end I think it is important and the House I think has 

duty that that should be done. I waild„just to conclude, Mr 
•Speaker, mention that there is still time, through  an amendment 
moved by some other Member of the House, there is still time to 
amend the Select Committee. 

MR SPEAKS,R. 

I am•afeaed that on a matter of'procedure there Would not bet  tiny 
because tc mend the persons to be nominated, at least to 
nominate. a new Member, requires notice of motion, It could be 
adjourned, of course. • 

HON A eT CANEPA: 

Why cannot an amendment be moved, Mr Speaker, which would be 
tantamoLne to adding another two Members? Is this out of order 
under tee Standing Rules of the House? 

MR SPEAKER: 

It requires notice. An amendment proposing the substitution 
ce an alternative name to one of those in the list. of proposed 
Members canna: be moved without notice. If it were a motion 
to add Membere and make it larger, of course, it would be 
perfectly ie 

HON A .7 CANelet: 

The', is What I am suggesting. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I thought I would clarify the position. 

should set about on this issue which is an issue very much a 
matter of console nce for a lot of people end I think there are 
strong feelings, justly so and rightly so, on each espect of 
the issue of divo roe. I wish the Committee luck in their 
search for genuin e opinion in Gibraltar cn divorce am halt we 
should deal with the matter and I certainly look forward very 
much to their rep 'ort, I look forward to reading it with some 

• pleasure. Thank you. 



Hail' A J CANEPA: 

I don't propose to do it Myself but I think that I haVe 
exoeessed the views' very forcibly and rarliaps if my views carry 
any weight with the Members of the other side of the Holese they 
might consider Making the necessary amendment. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, all I would like to say is that even those of us who 
are personally convinced that it is necessary and desirable., 
would have to make-any recommendations back to the House on the 
evidence that is put before the Select Committee and I think the 
House can take it that all of us will try and be fair however 
'entrenched in our own minds one may be one way or the other in 
assessing the evidence that is put before the Select Committee 
as to whether.thsre.le a need :in Gibraltar which we have 
ingnored until now. 

MR SIEAKER: 

Does the Hon Mover wish to reply? 

• HON CHIEF MINI74TER: 

No, Sir. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the motion was accordingly passed. The lion 
A Canape. abstained on this motion. 

• 

: s SPEAMR: 

I would like to say noic that this Select Committee has been 
appointed that at the present moment we have three Select 

. Committees. We have the Public Accounts Committee which sits 
practically every week, we have the Members' Interests Select 
Committee which does not sit very often and new the Select 
Committee on the Matrimonial Causes Ordinance and I am sure 
there will be others. This means an extra burden on the staff 
of the Speaker's office and I am sure that I will have the 
support of the Hois 3 when I say that we will need extra atuff' 
to service these Committees. Before the Hon Minister for 
Economic Development, Trade and Labour and Social Security 
moves his motion, I would like to plead on his behalf and 
request that he should not be required to read the full text of 
his motion which has already been circulated to Members some 
time ago and which is terribly long. 

HON' A 3 CANEPA: 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. I have the honour to move in the terms 
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of the first motion in my name which a=nds or seeks to emend 
the Social Insura.ncE Ordinance. Once again, Sir, it is re 
duty to bring thiL elotioe in which I ask the House by 
Resolution to approve the order which will amend contribution 
and benefit rates under the Social Insurance Ordinance., for 
1981. The contri`eueions with effect from the 5th January, 
1931, and the benefits with effect from the 30th December, 
1930. Tuening first to the benefits, Mr Speaker, as I have 
explained in previous years when presenting similar motions, 
the Social Insurance Ordinance, as PrnAnded 'in 1977, requires 

• that when reviering benefits annually, the level of old age 
pension for a married couple ,should be not less than 50% of 
tte average weekly earnings of weekly paid full-time male 
er.ployees in Gibraltar. Work on this review for 1981 has been 
going on for several months during which the latest available 
figure of average weekly earnings was £73.37 as revealed in the 
Employment SurVey for October, 1979. However., because of the 
time lag and in anticipation of the effect that pending wage 
settlements during 1980 were likely to have on average earnings, 
it was deciaed to calculate the old age pension increase on a 
higher earning figure of about £80. On this basis and as 
proposed in paragraph 3 (a) and (b) the table in paragraph 4 
of the Order, which the House is being asked to approve-, the 
old age pension for a married couple in 1981 was set at .E241. 
As it happens, tne latest EenLoyment Survey for April, 1980, 
which I tabled earlier in tieie proceedings, shows that 
average earnings had risen to £81.64 so that the £41 pension 
will in.fact :be just over, 50;',;. The cash increase of £6 
represents an increase of 17% over the present figure of £35. 
This percentage increase is being applied to all other 
periodical benefits payable under the Ordinance as well as to 
increases thereto in respect of dependents. As a result, the 
old age pensi.on for a single person gs up from £22.80 to 
£26.70 per week and likewise for widowed mothers' allowance and 
for widows pensions amongst others. It is worth observing, Sir, 
that .vhereas the level of these pensions is now.rather 55% 
higher than in January, 1978 the 'increase in tee index of retail 
prices during the same period has been of just over 40% so that 
tte!r real value has risen by about 15% and with inflation 
ctrrently running at about 9%, Mr Speaker, the higher pensions 
which are proposed for 1981 should represent a further increase 
in their real /a:111e over the past three years. With regard to 
the short tern benefits, namely, maternity grant and death . 
grant., for chi e Oni year running it is not pro7aosed to 
incre ie a. there aid. I should add they are s till considerably 
highei‘ than in the United Kingdom. The additional expenditure 
which will result from the proposed increases in pensiOna is 
estimated to involve additional expenditure to the Social 
Insurance Fund of about £464,000 a year. To meet this extra' 
liability it is intended to increase adult contributions both 
for men and women by 90p a week to £5.30  a week, the increase 
being shared equally between the employer and the employee, 
namely 45p each. Increases for juveniles, Mr Speaker, will be 
prolortionately less. Benefit expenditure is now estimated at 

• £3.L' 6a and this will exceed contribution income by about 
Z112 ..r00 but this relatively small shortfall which represents 
less than 4% of expenditure, can be met from the-Fund's 
investment income :of about £--m a year. We have been doing this 
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for the mast 3 years notwithstanding which the frrel ha; 
continued to grow from £5.04m in April, 1978, to the onesent 
26m. in spite of shortfalls of £229,000 in 1978 and £113,000 in 
1979 as between benefit expenditure and contribution Ancoen. 
Mr Speaker. in these estimates no regard hes been had of the 
commit=nt which would have to be met upon the opening of the 
frontier when about 4,000 pensioners in the Campo Area Would 
prestneebly—dieni to Gibraltar to claim the pensions to which 
they are entitled. Sir, I hope that I h.a.  ee managed to convey 
to Hon Merebers cf this House what it is that they are being 
asked to give their stamp of approval to this motion:. If I 
have succeeded I shall.be able to be much briefer then 
presenting the two other motions which although relating to 
different Ordinances are also part and parcel of one overall 
exercise. Sir, I commend the motion to ti.s House. 

Mr Speaker propceed the question in. the terms of the Hon the 
Minister for Economic Development, Trade and Labour and Social 
Security's motion, 

MR SI-SAYER: 

Are there any contributors? 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, we support this motion. We have listened and 
understood what the Minister had to `any. As far as the old 
age pension is ccncerned the increases in old age pension will 
come to about £5 or £6 a week for a couple and these, of 
course, are free of-tax. I hope, and this is why I get up at 
this time, that this will be borne in mind by the Minister when 
moving the Elderly Persons (Amendment) Ordinance under which the 
benefits for elderly persons not entitled to Social Insurance 
pension are increased from £9 to £10.50, paying tax. I hope 
that the Government between now and the Moving at that Bill 
will consider whether it is equitable in the circumstances to -
continue to make elderly persons in receipt of pensions under • 
that Ordinance to be subject of tax. I will be moving en 
amendment to free them from tax but I hope that I have given 
warning of that in this particular motion. 

3/11 SPEAMR: 

Dees the Minister wis.'i to reply? 

HON A J CANSPA: 

No, Sir. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the motion was accordingly pissed. 

HON A J CArEPA: 

Mr Speak r, with the leave of the Haase I waeld not like,  to 
have to read a motion which is e.een more conplex than the 
previous one I have the honour to move in the terms of the 
motion standing, in my name which seeks on this occasion to 
amend the Employment Injuries Insurance Ordinance.. Sir, when 
presenting my previous motion I explained how the new rates 
of old age pension under the Social Insurance Ordinance for 
1981 had been arrived at and which represented an iecrease. of 
17% over the current rates. I also said that this percentage 
increase was being applied to all other benefits under the 
several e.iantments which make up our Social Insurance Scheme. 
The .pronceed order, which is the subject of this motion, and 
ehich. the Meuse is being asked to approve, runs into 5 pages 
and looks •rather complicated, perhaps, in some cases even 
unintelligable. This is because it is an amending Order and 
eherefcre just a mass of figures. In fact, all it does is.  to, 
:ncrease the weekly contributions by 4p, 2p from the employer 
and 2p from the employee, and increase all benefits by 17% 
both as from let January, 1981. Injury benefits will thus 
go up from e,2:_.28 per week plus £5.32 for an adult dependent, 
to £24.8.5 win the eorresponeing figure for the adult dependent 
now being 1:6.23. Likewise, the gratuity, on death or for 100% 
disablement, ecea up from £5,•980 to £7,000. The increase in 
contrinutioes will, in fact, be the first since January 1978. 
The Employment Injuries Insurance Fund continues to be in quite 
a heelehy state but it is felt that after 3 years during.  which 
benefits will have been increased by 62%, it is wise to raise-
the contributions by at least 4p a week to be shared equally by 
the employer and employee in order to maintain this healthy 
state. Besides, the Government is at present studying the 
possibility of increasing- all disablement pensions and 
industrial death pensions which are payable at the rate 
prevailing at whe time that the particular accident occurred. 
This ratter was raised by the Hon Mr Bossano in question No. 95 
earlier this year and if eventually it is decided that it is 
ncesible to pursue this matter, it is necessary to ensure that 
the f- u-,ds will be able to meet the additional 'financial commit-  
meat •involved which is estimated at about £23,000 per annum. I 
shall be keeping the Hon Mr Bossano, in vie* of his particular 
interest, informed of how this matter is progressing. Sir, I 
don't think there is any more I need say about this motion 
which I have much pleasure in commending to the House. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question in VIP terms of the Hon the 
Minister for Economic Development, Trade and Labour and 
Social Security's motion. 

• HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I welcome not only the increase in rates but in 
fact the expression of intent to see whether it is possible to 
meet the point that I raised in an earlier question for those 
groups that have had no increases in their disablement pension. 

. since the day the accident took place. I would like to take the 



opportenity, in nict, to seek clarification from the Minister 
as to whether people who are insured as self-employed are, in 
fact, covered for injury and if not whether he will consider 
amending legislation at a future date to enable them to make 
this contribution and be ccverod . • I feel that whereas "le lf-
erplck.yed people, neihaps, are excluded from the provisions of 
unencloyment be:ea:L*4  t for obvious reasons that they have control 
over their awn employment, the same cannot be true of injury 
at work whiff: must be a risk taken equally by somebody working 
for himself as it is for somebody working for an employer. I 
am not sure whether in fact under the current legislation they 
are covered or not but I have had cases of individuals coming 
to me who claim that they have been told that they cannot con=s 
tribute to the industrial injury benefit because they are self-
eeiployed and I believe this to be an anomaly •and I would like 
the Minister's views. 

MR SPEAKER: 

If there are no other contributors, I will ask the Minister to 
reply. • 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I don't think, Mr Speaker, that this is in fact an anomaly at 
all. It is bneed on the prartice elsewhere, certainly, in the 
United Kingdom, where self-employed people are not covered for 
injury benefit and for a rather good reason. Under the Employment 
Injuries Insurance Ordinarce, the onus is on the employer 
when an accident occurs to one of his employees to report that 
accident to the Department immediately so that the matter can 
be thoroughly investigated with a view to assessing whether 
injury benefit should be paid. In the case of a self-employed 
person. f.t is doubtful whther that procedure could be fully 
followed with the necessary degree of certainty as to whether 
the accident had in fact occurred at the place of work or 
outside the place of work. This I have always understood in 
the ,Iir,years that I have been in the Department, is the 
fundamental objection to self-employed persons being covered 
by employmert inj cries and as I say, it is my understanding 
that it is the position in the United Kingdom and that that was 
the advice wslich was received 25 years ago at the time when our 
scheme 'whici. is esnentially modelled on its basic principles on 
the Untied Kingdom scheme; that is the advice which was received 
and I have had no reason to think otherwise since then. This, 
is the advice, this is the view that continues to be held in 
the Department. If the Fon Member has good reasons as to why, 
it should be otherwise and whether procedures can be adopted 
that would not lead to abuse, I am sure the Department would 
be prepared to consider them. I will give way to the Hon 
Member if he wishes - to intervene. 

HO1 YOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I understand that that might have been the thinking 
in the; `baited Kingdom. I think, perhaps, in Gibraltar we are .in  

a better position to control any question of abuse because of the 
size of the place and because of the closeness of any accident or 
injnry or anything like that taking place, it is not something 
that can be easily camouflaged but in any case I work point out 
to the Minister that presumably under existing legislation if one. 
has somebody who is working, for example, as a creftsnen doing 
jobs on his own, then he self-employed cannot be covei'cd a gainst 
an injury at work, nevertheless, presumably, if he incorporates 
his business and then calls himself an employer of the business 
of which he is the owner, then, presumably, he is covered, so 
it is possible to get around that loophole end it would seem to 
me that it requires looking into. I welcoee the offer to look 
into the matter further if I take it up with him outside the 
House. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I command the motion to the House, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the motion was accordingly passed. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Again, Sir, if I 'may dispense with reading which- is, however a.  
slightly shorter motion, I have the honour to move the motion 
standing in my name which' la this case seeks to amend the 
Non-Contributeey Social Insurance Benefit and Unemployment 
Insurance Ordinance. Sir, this third motion in the series 
standing in my name deals with proposed increases, again as 
from January, 1981, of the benefits which are payable under the 
Non-Contributory Social. Insurance Benefit' and Unemployment 
Insurance Ordinance and these benefits are two in particular, 
retirement pension and unemploymnt benefit. In both cases the 
intention is merely to apply the sari 17% increase that is being 
applied under the other Ordinances thus maintaire'.r.g the present 
relationship between all benefits. Inacifar as retirement 
pension is concerned, the basic rate of £18.50 would be 
increased to £21.60 per week and the addition for the wife from 
£9.90 to £11.50 giving a married couple a pension of £53.10 
instead of the present .£28.40. This pension is paid to a 
relatively small group of about 70 quite elderly persons who 
were too old to l'elefit from the old age pension when tnin 
introduced in 19!,;.5. I think I should explain, Mr Speaker, that 
transitional arrangements *sere made which have now been going' 
on fen 20 years, the pension was first paid in :'.960. The 
retirement pensions are paid from the Consolidat2d Fund, not 
from the Social Insurance Fund but from general revenue, a.nd the 
tentative provision which is being made in the approved estimates 
of the Department for the increase for the period January eo 
March, 1981, should be sufficient without the need to seek 
additional funds. With regard to unemployment 1.- enefits, again 
a 17% increase will put up the basic weekly rite from £17.40 to 
£20.34 with additions for -a wife or adult dependent and for 
children as shown in columns 3 arid 4. of the table which is needed 
Part lA on page 3 of the motion. The lower rates on page 2, Mr 



Speaker, are only applicable to those who qualify fo- enemploy-
ment benefit but who since July 1970 have not-been etIler 
ordinarily resident in Gibraltar or insured here for an aggre-
gate of 2 years. Sir, I commend the motion to the House. 

MR Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the-Hon the 
Miniptet-forHEconomic Development, Trade and Labour and Social 

'Security's motion. 

There being no response Mr Speaker then put the question which 
was resolved in the affirmative and the motion was accordingly 
passed. 

The House recessed at 5.25Pm. 

The House resumed at 6.00 pm. 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are still on Government motions. 

HON.FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SEC2nTARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have the honour to move the motion standing 
in my name in the Order Paper which proposes the amendment of 
the Second Schedule of the Licenaing and Fees Ordinance by 
replacing Item 3 of that schedule with the item which has beer. 
circulated to Members of the House. 

MR SPEAKER: 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker proposed the Question in the terms of the Hon 
Financ_a2..and Development Secretary's motion. 

HON J 7D,CSSANO: 

Mr•SPeaker, I would like to raise the question of the decision 
msf-.ing process involved in granting naturalisation and regise. 
tre-7,tion at this point. I think this was something that was 
raised, in the House some time ago when in fact there was an 
amendment in our legislation on giving rights of iesidence in 
.Gibraltar to people who are registered and naturalised in 
Gibraltar and it is..also a question, I think, which is per.-
tinent in the light of the proposals contained in the Green 
Paper or the new British Nationality Laws, where as I under- .  
stand•it, effectively, if there was.  a chance in the concept of 
British nationality distinguishing between a UK British natfrnel. 
and'a national Of a dependent territory, a British Subject that 
was a national of a dependent territory, persons naturalised 
and registered in Gibraltar would in fact acquire the same 
nationality as a Gibraltarian and not the same nationality as a 
UK citizen. In that context it seems to me that it isn't just 
a question of following the decisiorsthat are taken in UK' 
either in the question of the fees that we charge or, indeed, 
in accepting that the decision should be entirely in the hands 
of the Secretary of State in the United Kingdom tf we are 
accepting tee liability for guaranteeing residence in Gibraltar 
and for alc.,..pting someone as a citizen of Gibraltar in effective. 
terms even if the concept at the moment is unclear in the light 
of the confusion surrounding the'whole question of'British 
Nationality. .gut I would like, perhaps, some explanation, 
given that we are going to be raising the fees, effectively, 
who decides whether somebody is entitled to use any of these 
clauses to register in Gibraltar and is it-in fact the case 
that even if.a decision is taken in the United Kingdom and we 
have no say in the matter, we assume the responsibility for 
that person as a citizen in Gibraltar.. 

I am sure that Hon Members do riot wish the Hon Member to read 
the whole of the substitution. • 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sire  the Foreign and CommOnwealth Office Lnforeed thi Govern- • 
rent earlier this year that the British Nationality Regulations 
were Teeing amended to increase the fees for naturalisatioA, 
registration and other related services - and this Government was 
invited to amend its regulations accordingly. I should draw the 
attentJ.on of the Hci.me to the fact that for the _'first time the 
registration fee provides for £25 for-the registration of a 
minor both as a- citizen under section 7 of the British 
Nationality Act and also under section 1 of the British • 
Nationality Act No. 2 of 1948. It has been drawn to our 
attention that if more than one minor is registered at the Same, 
time the fee is still £25. This is braeght out in the notice -
before the House. .Mr Speaker, Sir, I commend the motion to 
the House. 
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Before the Attorney-General answers on the legal side, I would 
]ike to have some clarification of the remarks of the Hon 
Memher. Is it that we ought to be more careful because we are 
now under the terMs uf the Treaty of Accession to Europe and 
on any changes that there may be we are going to have responsi-
bility far those peeple? Is it that because -5f that we should 
discourage people t3')e registered? As I understand it, the 
matter is processed h-are and sent for approval by the United 
Kingdom, subject to anything the Attorney-General may have to 
say, because it is a discretion given under the British Act of 
Parlianent which-is exercised by Her Majesty's Government 
though the GoVernor is specifically delegated to accept regi-

.stration of minors locally. Naturalisation certificates must 
be signed by the Secretary of State or by somebody on his be-
half. The question of belonging is one which has been long 
though not in legal terms always understood that people who 
were naturalised dn Gibraltar since the Immigration Act, cere 
tainly, were belongers and that therefore we would carry them 
as anybody else. If we don't want that then we could say 
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"We don't.  want to be burdened later on with the 20 or.30 people 
t-na t you are going t o authorise now" On the other. hand •the 
thing goes very slowly and the oeople are very closely scrute • 
nisei before approval is granted, this is my practical experie- 
nce in the last few years, it . tares much :longer and is more 
difficult. Therefore. one. would like to know what is-the. feelinii, 
about this., is it that we eh ould discourage people because 
eventually they will belong to Gibraltar. together With rest? 

. The numbe- cf, people that are ne.turalised eto my tz.nderstanding, 
is not mere.than about 5 or 8 or 10, at most, a year,. may be 
the AetorneY-Generel has got.figures on that. It is interestirz 
to know that because if in fact they are permitted to• acquire. 
British nationality, citizen of the United Kingdom and Colony, 
at this stage there is still no- difference. Perhaps because of 
-that they are not hurrying up the' applications, in fact, they 
are normally very slow, but we have to take a stand on that. I 
preett=e that theeHon r•I'ember Will say; "Well, if we - have. .-to• carry 
these. people ore ought to decide whether we have them or not." I. 
third: that is a fair question. Let me say in respect of the 
fee s that they are, strictly eking,. - payable to the Unites 
Kingdom but strictly speaking they remain in Gibraltare  

HON J BOSSANO:- 
. , 

Mr Speaker,. I •un grateful that you have given fib the opportunity 
4.;.a eeeak this because in fact was using; quite honestly,• -the 
reference to .the fees as en excuse to .raise a point which I ' • 
theught it was appropriate to raise at this point because. if the 
Louse • will recall, When the law was. amended I voted against the 
change giving the right of residence in Gibraltar to people 
naturalised here precisely on the argument that the Chief 
ninister was seeking clarification on whether that was my s tend, 
it is irM- eed stand that if we sedum responsibility then 
I'm not saying we should be .more restrictivr. ,'.%r more liberal, I 
think cm the whole Gibraltar's tradition hae been of building' up, 
one could say a multi--religious and rculti-raelal society where we 
have welcomed oecple from many parts cf. the world and assimilated 
there very quickly and very easily and I think it is a very proud 
record that we. .bear: that once :people settle here they become 
Gibralte.rians almost within a generation and defend this place as 
'their homeland and I that is a good thing-  in a community 
tut I still think that the responsibility that we carry is one 
that sr_ not frit:b.-ten us but we .cast seek the pc.ver that. 
rceen with rezuoreeibility and that consequently. the right to • . 
become registered end naturelised in Gibraltar whi .:h carries 
with it .a responsibility from the Government of Gibraltar for 
tho.se future citizens, should be one th.,+ follows a process 
where it is the Government of G'ibraltai a decision that .really 
matters most and perhaps it shceld be a system were people are- 
enti4.7,,,kd appeal inst what may consider to be an 
arbitrary Cr ciiscriee-inatory decision. -I would like to See that 
inves..tigated now that the matter has cane before the Rouse' and 
I ametakine the opportunity' Cf doing so and I am effectively • 
using - as an exo•;:se - that if we are going .to be raising the fees 
end we are entitledto question the fees we are entitled to 
question everything _else . • 
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MR SPEAMR: 

Are there,any other contributors? 

HON ATTORY-GENERAL: 

I don't know whether in view of that the Hon Member requires nz 
to say anything. I was quite prepared to say something about 
the law as it stands. 

HON'S BOSSANO: 

I woulL velcome, Mr Speaker, some information just to be sure 
that I have got the right picture. 

NOT' 1- TIM-IN-EY-GENERAL: 

As the law now stands, and you will appreciate that this is 
sonewhat spontaneous but I think I am right, as the law now 
stands the process of naturalisation is a process which takes 
place and invol re s the Secretary of State and the Governor. It 
is a tv- o-stage process and I think really it is a British 
responsc,)ility, I think it is correct to say that, and as I 
understand the law it does not follow automatically from the 
process of naturalisation that a .person is entitled to reside 
permanently in Gibraltar. 

. • 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Yes, no:7 it dces.. 

HON AITSRINY-GENERAL: 

Well, as I said, I did preface my remark, Mr Speaker, by saying 
that tie:-  were somewhat spontaneous. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
• 

The terms e the Treaty of Accession is that European subject;, our 
subjects, who have been born in Gibraltar. registered or nat. irelised• in 
•Iibralter and they have all been giv'en the right of permanent 
resi de nce .  

HON .7 BOSSA.NO: 

Mr Speaker, perhaps the Hon Member could expand on the question 
cf registration, what is the difference basically between 
naturalisation and registration? He has mentioned naturalisation, 
is there a difference in the case of registration? 
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Ind SPEAKER: 

It, is-a matter of right, if you have a right to be regieteree 
then you are registered. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

_The regi-s-tra ti on I nentioned are mainly for minors. The 
registration of other Commonwealth subjects who are entitled to 
be, registered if they are British subjects, governed by policy 
decision taken in the United Kingdom. 

10.2 SPEAKER: 

I will call on the Mover to reply it he 60 wishes. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT EOCRETA.RY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am grateful to the :Ion Member for raising this 
point. I have taken a note and the• point that he -has raised will 
be brought to the attention of those concerned 'n this matter. 
I beg to move. 

11r Speaker put the question which was resolved in the affirma—
tive and the motion was accordingly passed. 

HON G T EMSTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move the motion standing in my 
name which probosee that "This House approves the First Report 

. of the. Frist Session (1980) of the Public Accounts Committee". 
Mr Speaker, the. Public Accounts Conmittee came into being 
following a motion on the :25th March, 1980, by the Chief Minister' 
which proposed that a Select Committee be appointed to be 
designated the Select'Cornmittee of -Public Accounts to examine 
the accounts showing the appropriation of the sums granted by 
the House to meet the public expenditure and such other accounts 
laid before the House 'as the Committee may think fit and tr, report 
from time to time and, also that the Committee should consist of 
the Hon Major Dellipiani, the Hon Mr Perez, the Hon Mr Hee nE s 
and myself. Mr Speaker, it has beea.a fairly inlsy Committee, we 
have net virtually every week. At the first meeting I was elected 
the Chairman of 'the Committee and because it has been a fairly 
busy Committee the report is a long one and I propose to try and 
give as brief a reeanee as I can and highlight the celient points 
of the report. The report is Civided into_ four parts. Part 1 is 
on the use of RYCA 'Supply Co Ltd by the Public WOrks Department. 
Part 2 is on the unallocated stores of the Public Works Deporement, 
Part 3 was the excess expenditure which was highlighted in the 
Principal Auditor's Report and Part 1.1. are the conclusions* and 
recommendations that we have arrived at. Part 1 of the report 
deals with - the use of RYCA Supply Co by the Public Works 
Department mainly. The reason why the Committee went into thin 
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subject as its first priority was that after the election when 
the Pliblic Accounts Committee came into being tie Chief Minister 
during cmeultations with the Leader of the Opposition as to the 
eonstitien of the Public Accounts Committee, did say that he 
would 1:ce to -See the Public Accounts Committee 3.ocking into 
this matter which at the tires some two years ago led to many 
rumours in town dealing with all sorts of accusations as to 
whae was happening with this item. As I say, the Public Accounts 
Committee has interviewed a number of perspns in the Department 
and a number of persons connected with the use of RYCA as, a 
supplier to the Public Works. Department and we found that in 
early 1975 or rather either late 1974 or early 1975 a trial 
order was placed by the Public Works Department with RYCA and 
ehortly after that the Company wrote to the Public Works 
Departmeet mak,lng an offer as to how they could in the future 
£ upply the Public Works Department and fee offer made, it is on 
page 3• of the report, wee that for certain amounts of orders 
•the Company would charge various commissions, e.g., for orders 

toLp £1000 — 13% procurement charge, for orders from £1001 to 
!_c,ocro. 7i-1 %, and c.ri orders above £10,000 again 7.i% for the 

4'erst £10,000 and 2% for over this amount. This offer was rade 
in a letter sent to the ..Department addressed, irefact, to the 
then Stores Of:'10er and the Committee found that that offer was 
never either eccep',e5 or rejected by the Department. All the 
officers that we interviewd were asked repeatedly 'hy an offer 
had been Trade 'which had neither been accepted or rejected 
whilst at the aame time the Department continued purchasing and 
no explanation was ever given to us. Nobody seened to know why 
that offer had had no reaction from the Government. Subsequently, 
the Department continued tie purchase from this Company on a 
different basis, apparently, to what the offer was. The offer 
had been mace, in writing, that the Comeany would supply the • 
Government and invoicing the ccst to them of - whatever item was 
ordered plus freight charges and so on and then eventually the 
procurement charge for the Company but it appears, although no 
minutes where ever produced to the Committee, it appears that 
members of the Department instructed RYCA to include all the 
procurement charges and all the freight charges and all the 
transport charges in the individual price of items. However, 
no queries were ever made by the Department as to whether or 
not the procurement charges shown were higher than those that 
had c'rtginally been offered. One of the difficulties that we 
have had in going through this subject is that two senior 
officers of the Department at the tine are no longer in 
Gibraltar. One is the Director of Public Works .who came to the 
end of his term of office and 'who is no longer :in Gibraltar and 
the second person was eie Deputy who has since died, so we were 
given certain infornaticn but we could get no confirmation from 
the people who at the end of the day are responsible and that is 
either the Director or his Deputy.- Another difficulty that we 
encountered was that no minutes of any meetings had ever been 
taken and as -the officers who at the tire took part in the 
negotiations are no longer here we could not corroborate what 
had been said to us. The Department continued to use RYCA 
increasingly and in fact in 1977/78, the purchase was for Z..im 
from that Company and this represented about 85% of the total 
purcha.sesduring that year for the Public Works Department. 
Around that time, around. 1977/78, the Electricity Department 
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discovered a serious overcharge and this _is really what started 
all the. rumours going around tom. The Electricity Department 
discovered that some copper conductors that it had purchae:er,. from 
PYCA had been charged at £8,000 when the original estimates had 
been for £750. Ineediately folloWirig eLeis the Principal 
Auditor was requested to investigate, to make a full audit 
investigation, ene at the same time, in'fact,,in February, 1978, 
RYCA were instructedeby the Public Works Department, folloming 

__the audit -of-thePrincipal Auditor, that in future they :.should 
invoice the Government in the way that they Lae originally 
offered to do so which•was producing manufacturers' invoices 
and then putting on their own procurement charges. There were 
a series of memos at the tire from the Principal Auditor to the 
Director of Public Works, from the Stores Officer to the 
Director of Public Works, from the Director of Public Works to 
the Financial and Bevelopment Secretary, from the Financial 
and Development Secretary to the Chief Minister and that 
Particular one has been included in the report. I have to s ay 
at this point that the Director of Public Works wad time .and 
again asked to give his comments and for two years those 
comments were not forthcoming and in fact the ComMittee was 
presented with the renort of the present Director of Public 
Works during the time when it was fInalisingethis report. The 
chine of ,the matter with RYCA is ;that RYCA claims that during 
the period 1976 to February 1978 when they started ,.heir new • 
procedures, they were acting as wholesalers and not as 
procurement agents and teat as such, as wholesalers, they could 
charge whatever they wanted to ,Government. Another difficulty 
that the Committee encounteredtwas that 've could never substan-
tiate, we .could never find. .it exactly what charges RYCA had 
been charging between .1976/78' because the manufacturers invoices 
were not being pr educed. The Managing Dieector of the Company 
gave evidence to the. Coirmittee and when. he ..came to give .evidence 
he. agreed that all those old rranufactuers' invoices would be 
produced proVided that tkey•were not held to their original 
offer. Subsequently, and again during the compilation of the 
report, everything came in bits and pieces at the last enownt., 
.the Company wrote a letter saying that they had changed their 
minds and were not prepared to produce the manufacturers invoices 
for .the period 1976/78. As I say, the .crux of the matter Was 
whether or not that Company was acting as wholesaler or 
procurement agent or buying agent. The Principal Audit or was 
asked by the Committee to obtain a legal opinion from the 
Attorney-General's Department and that legal_ opinion is in the 
Appendix to this report. The opinion of the Attorney-General 
that from the inception of the relationship between Governmentt 
and RYCA unti.l. February, 1978, when the new procedUree came into 
being, they, stood in the relations of principal and agent 
respectively pa the legal opinion of the Attorney-General's 
Department is that RYCA viere not wholesalers which is vhat they 
claim. During the course rf the' investigations of the Committee 
it became absolutely clear that there had been 'inefficiency 
within the Department. First cf all an offer was made, an offer 
was not replied to and yet the Department continued to purchase 
without having come to a firm agreemnt. Secondly, it became 
absolutely Blear that there had been a general failure to 
comply with Stores Regulations and this in fact is also Included 
in the summing up of the then .Financial and Development Secretary 
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in his memo to the Chief Minister. The only manufacturers' 
invoice for that period of time which RYCA were pre pared to give 
sight of to the Committee was that of the g8,000 overcharge and 
I will talk ahont that in a moment. That is more or less the 
history of the Public Works Department purchases from RYCA.. 
Part 2 of tha report deals with the unallocated stores of the 
Government. The Committee visited most of the stores of the 
Public Works Department, the stores are spread out throughout 
various localities in Gibraltar and the Committee found that 
there was no adequate cantrol, the .Committee found that there 
was no gate control, the Committee foand that the security of 
•the stores was poor, stacking was poor as well, and the stores 
are at the moment full of obsolete stores and rubbish which 
mereay clutter up and take up space. The Committee was further 
informed tha', Boards of Survey which are nominated from time to 

look into any stores that are obsolete and need to be 
thr.,, ,a away. or sold, first of all took a long time to get 
together and, secondly, that they were composed of very junior 
officers who really didn't know what they were looking for and ' 
had no. technical knowledge of what they were supposed to be 
lootin2ointo.. Part 3 of the report is on excess expenditure for 
the period in clues on. There was very little other than again 
the Public Works Department Which had an excess expenditure of 
£143,916 but, of eeurse, that has to be put against the token 
vote in the estimates of £100 which obviously was Quite' 
inadequate. • Since than the .£1C0 has been substituted by 
£10D,000. Part n. deals with the conclusions and recommendations. 
On the use of RYG:. the Committee found that in its dealings with 
RYCA the Fab Lie Works Department had acted both inefficiently 
and negligently which conduct is to the detriment of the good 
name of the civil service and may have resulted in the loss 
public funds. T)-,e Committee found that during the above 
mentioned period there was a widespread failure to' observe 
Stores Regulations and to f ollow the normal procedure for 
caccking invoices and the receipt of and payment 'of stores. 
The Committee found that the Public Works Department was 
inefficient and negligent in not putting its arrangements with 
RYCA on a clear and proper footing and by allowing this 
reprehensible departure from regulations to persist for three 
years. It was also a conclusion of the Committee that in its 
dealings win PYCA. and other purchasing agents since 1978 and 
its implementation cf Stores Regulations there has been an 
improvemeni but the position is still not satisfactory and in 
fact with the new procedures the Committee found certain die-
crepanciee in orders made. :1:the Committee noted that. RYCA had 
consistently refused to reneel to the Committee cer,:ain 
manufacturers' invoices^ ark the lack of cooperation has resulted 
in the Committee being unatle to calculate the exact procurement 
charge made 1),7i RYCA in its dealings with the Public Works Depart-
Ment until early 1978. The last conclusion was on the overcharge 
Of £8,000. In this instance the Company were prepared to let us 
have after a lot of asking, if I may say so, from the Committee, 
the .Company did let us have a copy of the original invoice of 
the overcharge. It was clear, first of all, that the original 
overcharge had been a mistake by the manufacturer, they had 
wronglj invoiced their goods and RYCA had put their procurement 
chargeu over and above that original overcharge by the 
manufacturers but on that one invoice we were able to compare 
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what eeactly the proCuretent Charges were by, RYCA oh that 'one 
invoice and we found that the procurement charge was well above' 
the procurement charge that they had originally .offered and 
which the Public Works Department appeentler thought trey were i, 
being charged. In fact, on that invoice - they were overcharging 
over and above their on offer by 10% to. 15% and we go on 
to say that given the volume of the transactions between RYCA 
and. the Public Woks Department between 1975 grid 1978., 1:akitig 

10% rather thaa 15%, Government may have been overcharged 
atsaroximeeely .C90,000. As far as malfeasance is concerned it 
was impossible for the Committee to corm to any conclusions as 
to whether or not .there had been any malfeasance. First of all,. 
it was very much after the events and certainly there was no 
evidence °reduced to the Committee •.as to whether or not there 
had' been any malfeasance. The recommendations of the Committee • 
therefore on 'the use of RYCA and in fact on the use of any 
buying agent, is that the Committee recommends that in future 
cases when such an agent .is to be employed on behalf of 
Government, a clear and concise agreement is entered into 
between the two perties before operations comirence and that 
proper minutes are kept. of meetings held leading up to the 
signing of such an agreement. In fact, no purchase: at all 
should in the opinion of the Committee be Made until a clear, 
concise and binding agreement has been signed by both' parties, 
The Committee was surprised to note thet„ al theagh.RICA is still • 
being used today, no formal agreeaent has.eyen . now been entered-
into.. The Committee also felt; having .gone through all the • 
facts, that no useful purpose would be served by any further 
investigaticiris. or, inquiry. into the matter. The Committee were 
InforMed during the interviews with the Director of Public Works . 
and his .officers, that a new system had been introduced for 
dealing with indents and purchases made by the unallocated 
stores but the Committee noted the discrepancies on these 
procedures and it is apparent that they are still-not satisface,  
tory. Therefore, it has made certain recommendations which I 
will deal with under the recomMendatione of the unallOcated 
stores. A further recommendation on the use of RYCA that the 
Committee has to make is that in the light of the 
General's

Attorney-
ruling, it is recommended that Government • should 

cersider whether •ar• not to take legal action in order to 
recover any amounts that may have been overcharged. On 
unallocated stores of the Public Works Department, the conclu-

, siens were that the present condition of the Public Works 
Departme nt, unallocated stores which amounts o • a' c onsiderable 
proportion of public funds, ' is most uns a cee factory as .re garde 
economy, efficiency arid security.The C emelt tee fount; that 
lack of centralisation in these et)res is a ma or contributory 
factor to their .present state of cisarray. During the 
investigations of the Committee, the Coramitteeewas told az.  d in 
fact this is something that was also included in the Principal 
Auditor's Report, that a Stores Control COmmittee had been set 
up some few years ago and had made certain recommendations. In . 
order to assist the Committee in its work, -  a copy of that report 
was asked for but it *tea refueed. and the Committee regrets .that • 
that report was not dise.losed to the Committee which could well 
have assisted it in its investigations. The Committee:Was also 
informed during the course of its meeting that an experienced 
Stores Officer from the United Kingdom is to be recruited and 

• 
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the Conmitte.e welcomes this and hopes that the adviser will be 
apnointed in the very mar future. With regard to the recomm-
endations on the Stores, the Committee strongly coneiders that 
these be centralised as soon as pessible. This should be 
feasible when the. rnessent DOE store across the road from the 
present Ragged Staff Stores is handed over. To expedite this, 
the Committee recommends that Government rakes an urgent and 
earl request that this store should be handed over to the 
Gibraltar Government as soon as it is passible to do so. With 
this new store and the present one at Ragged Staff, the majority 
of the other stores.; could then be kept centralised in One 
of these locations. Use could also be made of the stores in 

• Wellington Front which are also reasonably near to the. main 
stores. The CoMmittee considered that this centralisation was 
absolutely essential if proper control including gate control 
is - to be instituted. The Committee further recommended that 
a Board of Survey, chaired by a Senior civil servant and to 
include a technical officer with knowledge of stores, be 
appointed without delay to recommend the action to be taken to 
dispose of the obsolete and other stores that are at present 
occupying these valuable storage spaces. If this' were done the 
pressere for the space required for the unallocated stores would 
be leas acute and therefore save public money. Lastly, the • 
gor.m.-Lt.,:e recommend that procedures for both overseas and 
local purchases are revised and improved and the sys tem laid 

'down clearly and. in detail in the new Stores Regulations when 
these are produced.-  Purchases should be made with value for 
iseney in mind and departments should ensure that this is d one. 
Those are the recommendations on the unallocated stores. The 
last recommendation is that the excess expenditure totalling 
.2.45,94-7, be approved by a Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance 
for. 1978/79. Mr Speaker, it is only left for me to say that 
first of all there was a Treasury Minute following the First 
report of the First Session (1979) of the Public Accounts 
Committee. This was produced in May .of this year and the 
Committee was already dealing with the subject of the report 
and therefore it has not yet been able to go into this but 
this will be done immediately after it resumes: Other than 
that I would like to say, Mr Speaker, that it has been a 
pleasure to work and to Chair the Committee with the two 
Government Ministers, the Hon MajorDertipisni, the Hon Mr 
Perez and ny friend on ray right, the Hon Mr Haynes. I think 
We have CeNeloped a modus operandi, if I may call it that, and" • 
I think we have eot on very well together and I think the 
characteristics of eveny individual has come forward and has 
blended ne.,- 1 Into one Committee. I also want to thank and 
commend inc.:, praise. the two officials who assist the Committee, 
the Principal Auditor and when he was away, his Deputy, and 
elsr the Finance Officer and I cannot praise more highly or 
commend enough the work done by the Clerk of the Committee, 
the Clerk of the House. The work that be has mit into this 
Committee is quite enormous, in fact, I have the file here and 
this is the work that has been done,• these are transcripts . 
which he , hat had to prepare himself of course and his staff, Mr 
Sanchez who has operated the recording equipment and of cairse • 
the secretary who has .produced  the transcripts, but certainly 
there, has been 'a tremendous amount of work done and I think 
that every' praise should be given to the Clerk of the House. 
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Mr Speaker, I beg to move. 

Mr Speaker then proposed the question in the terms of the Hon 
T Restanot e motion. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER 

Mr Speaker, L, too, would like to cot/reeled the Chairman and the 
Members cf bo,t. sides of the House for their hard work. I 
hone the nature• of their future.:tasks is less unpleasant than 
it must have been to unravel this difficult problem. I will 
only address Myself to the point where the Government is 
called upon to do something and give a preliminary view of the 
ratter. The Financial and Development Secretary will prepare 
his Treasury' Minute which he hopes to table at she next meeting 
and that will be the subject, no doubt, of consideration. 
Looking through the report, there are six specific recommenda-
tions in the report which I think I should comment on. On 
Paragraph 17; the question of the receipt of hospitality and, 
so on and by certain members of the staff which they said wee 
normal, I will haVe this natter investigated by the administra-
tion. it is rather a fine line to draw. Paragraph L3 is a 
specific recommendation about the future when an agent is 'o be 
employed. We can easily go along•with that and we will nee 
that that la . imel.amented as a matter of Government - 
Paragraph -45e which recommends that theematten as to whether 
there is any'course for legal action should be looked into, 
will be: referred .to the course for legal actLon should be 
looked into, "Will be referred to the eettonney-General by the 
Government for his advice. Paragraph 50, this is one which is 
quite easy to go along with, we have been doing a-lot of work on 
the; question of the acquisition of the DOS 'ateres. The matter 
is in hand, there have been difficulties which have riot all been 
cleared yet with regard to the question of tenure and so on but -
certainly it is veryereuch in our minds and it has beet in the 
mind of the Minister for Public Works to acquire those stores as 
soon as possible. Paragraph 51, about the Board of Survey. 
Again, we accept that and instructions will be given for that 
to be taken in hand and procedures for both overseas and local 
purchases to be revised and improved and laid down clearly, 
'Alt re is no difficulty on the part of the Government to follow 
that recommendation and• to pass it oe. to the approrriate. officers 
to Garry on with it. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I• support the motion of my "eion Colleague that the 
report be approved and I, too, would like to say how much we 
appreciate the obvious amount of painstaking work of the 
Committee in investigating what must have heen a very difficult 
matter especially so long after the event.• This must have had 
an inhibiting factor in trying to get, to the bottom-of what 
happened three or four years ago. Mr Speaker, the number of 
meetings that the Committee have had, the number of minutes that 
have been prepared and so forth, highlight in a particular way, 
I suppose, the work of this particular department of the HoUse. 
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With diffeeent Select Committee running now, with the Divorce 
Committee coming up and other Committees and this Committee still 
sitting, I think it must be putting cuite s a strain On the Staff 
and I do hors that the results of this strain w ill not affect the 
rapid production of Hansard of what goes on in this lieu-se and I 

• do hope that you, Mr Speaker, will ensure that the aleerophi ate 
representations are made tb ensure that the production of Hansards 
for the House continues at e reasonable pace and that the work of 
all these Ccanittees theannot result in Members not being able to 
have Hansard within a reasonable- tine of debates in the House. 
'Certainly, on ti-i s side of the House, we will be quite happy to 
• vote any funds that might he_ required to ensure that the work of • 
the House, is 'not interrupted by the number of Committees that ray 
be sitting and may recuire extra effort from the staff' of the 
House. Mr Speaker, one of the things I must say I express some 
surprise is in the reaction at the tire of the then, if I may 
say 3c, Pitencial and Developeent Secretary to the report tha't 
was made to him by the Principal Auditor in October, 1978, which 
is described in paragraph 12 of the report. I think that at 
that time what was uppermoet in the mind of the Financial and 
Deeelopment Secretary of that tine was evidence of malfeasance, 
we there any evidence of malfeasance, any evidence of corruption 
on which he cnnd act and he himself in his report to the Chief 
Minister said that there was no evidence at all to support any • 
allegatibn of malfeasance on the part of any officer. I notice 
the committee, hnwever, in their report are much more non-cormital 
than tae Financial and Development Secretary himself was at the 
tine. They have investigated and I get the impression that they 
say;. "There .is no evidence, we cannot show there was malfeasance 
but on the other hand there is no evidence to show there was not 
malfeasance". What I think is worrying about what happened at 
that partiCular time was that there was evidence of wholesale 
failure to comply with Government Regulations by responsible . 
Government officers; there was evidence that the Stores 
Resulations neie, not complied with„ there was evidence to shoe 
at that time that invoices' were not scrutinised or checked, in 
other words, the whole picture even at that time, presented to 
the s'inancial and Development Secretary when he investigated, 
Showed a complete disregard by senior Government officers of the 
Regt.la tions of the Goverment and a complete disresard for the 
pub',  is purse, if I may put it that way, and it does seem to me 
odd enat nothing was done at the time because malfeasance or 
fraud or corruptioa, of course, would have probably resulted 
in a criminal pr est,  cuts on, obviously, but one wasn't talking 
of that then, ore was tahking of general negligence and two 
years .have gone by but I would have thought that there vas 
aapirently °Vide:Let enough for the Government to •eonsiSer, 
aininistratively, eiscipliaary proceedings at least against 
officers aid I think the fact that there wasn't, put it that Way, 
must have resulted in the situation continuing so that the . 
Committee still reports that the situation is not satisfactory 
and I hope that the Committee's report will be made available 
to. the Committee that is investigating the Public Works Depart-
ment and its efficiency because it seems to me that although 
tee situation has improved, there are still major areas shown 
in-the report where there could be considerable more improvement 
in the situation and'I think that in 1980 it must surely be time 
for the Goverment to insist that the Regulations are observed 
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because that is meant for the protection of the publiceparse - -
and that is a very important -thing and I am glad the Committee • 

'.has drawn attention to these matters. Of course on the question 
he. RYCA, the situation revealed. there is of course - a very 
wOrrying-..one in the sense that apprently there was no Contract 
at all with RYCA with the Government and „there was a honeederabe 

..:,amount 'of public. money being paid ,over ,:on nnsatiefactory evidence- 
and.f.  for a good period of tine and hope that at. least :.one• result 
;of - this report will be that that side of it is completely tight-
ened up to ensure that Government's relationship_ with contractors 
-are.  -clearly defined because although I know that the report 

.,..recomeends that the Government consider action to recover any 
amount that may have been overpaid to RYCA, I. cannot but help 

.• saying .that the situation, and by the Government I don't mean 
...the political Governmnt if I may put it that way, but .the 
;situation in which. the -Government, that is the Public Works 
.Department finds itself in, is really and entirely, it would 
_seem to me, of its own making because the Director of Public 
W-orks .at the time didn't put pen -to paper. It. would . have been 

....a comparatively simple letter to write agreeing the terms of 
.the engagement and putting everything on a formal basis and 
acting, accordingly, but it see-ms that this was. not done and I 
•„think that is a lesson. that the Government has  to learn and by 

.hthe Government again. here I'm not. talking of the political 
'.Government I'm talking of the .Public Works .Department, aas to 

learn that such funds that have. or may have been lost to the 
public have been lost almost entirely. due to the. negligent 
.manner in v,hich our affairs have been.handled by that Department 
in relation to the ordering of stores from agenes_ outside 

• Gibraltar. I think that section of the report eominates these 
particelar sittings of the public Accounts Committee and I 
certainly endorse fully the recommendations and I am glad to 

• note that the Governmnt is taking up the recommendations that 
. 

 
the Committee have made to ensure that this sort cf. thing does 
not. happen again or that.if it does happen it is minimised and 
th.at if it does happen, .of course, officers who have not been 
acting-in accordance with the Regulations set down by, the
GoVernsent for dealing. with these:ratters, are disciplined 
because this is the only, I suppose, the only final, the only 
.ultimate way in which the public purse can be protected is by 
officers realising and knowing that if they, do not• act .f n 
accordance• with the Regulations, obviously action can ard• must 
be . taken. against them in defence of- the public interatt in these 

-np.tters. There is a particular paragraph that. the Chief Minister 
said. they Would take up and that is the question of centributions 
to staff parties in the' Government. I think this is a, very 
delicate natter but I think it is certainly a matter .  that melt 
to. be considered, the extent to which presents can and ought to 
'be received or .allowed. I think things have been'allowed 

..,:possibly -over . the years to get a .bit also': in this respect and . 
I think there is a need to look at that and to give advice, put 
it that way, advice to different Government Departments as to how 
far they can accept hospitality from contractors to. the Govern-

..ment, I would have thdught that it is one thing contributing to 
a staff Christmas party, properly safegeerded, it is another 
thing for individual officers in the Goveenreent to accept 

.hospitality from Government contractors, It seems thow to be 
slightly dangerous as far as the: public interest is concerned. 
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I'm glad the Committee has dealt with this matter because I 
think it is a matter that had to be faced and it is a matter, 
I am aurs., on which public officers would certainly like to have 
guidance from their masters. Mr Speaker, having made these 
remarks on the report of the Public Accounts Committee,. I wish 

- them the b'est in their future deliberations. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

If the Hon Member will give way. The question cf the Commission 
which I announced this morning, all these matters are very much 
in cur minds be cause it is important that every avenue of the 
Department 'should be investigated and I should have mentioned 
that when I was speaking earlier. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I was just finishing and I support the motion. 

HCN H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, may I just have a 'very short intervention and.  that 
is to :3 ay that I persrmally read this report with great interest 
and I commend the Select Committee on their production of the 
report. There is one operative word there and this is the word 
'may' referring to the £90,000 that we may have been overcharged. 
I was wondering, Sir, if the Committee considered whether to call 
in someone in the private sector who is an agent for a particular 
range of items which the Public Works Department has been buying 
from RYCA who would willingly have provided, I feel, manufactu-
rers' invoicing, who normally work on a diStribution order which 
is as low as 2A by way of distribution and there may have been 
a more precise or more accurate finding if there has or there 
hasn't been any overcharging. The other factor which I feel has 
not been, may I say with respect, looked at, is that if there 
are agencies in Gibraltar that are prepared to work with the 
Public Works Department or any other Department or, a distribu-
tion commission which is very low as we all know, it my be 
possible to find, and I see it is one of fele recommendations, 
that it would be no where near 23% whether on wholesale commis-
sion or on a procurement commission. We must not forget that 
Rh'CI being a United Kingdom Company, the profit of RYCA does 
not remain within Gibraltar. tax-wise and there are many firms in 
Gibraltar who haVe been left out completely from any form of 
commission because the item has been purchased by RYCA in 
United Kingdom and therefore the local agent is left out in the 
cold which is to the detriment of a Gibraltarian company and 
subsequently, of course, to the economy of Gibraltar. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

•Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to associate myself with those 
other Members of the House in congratulating the Public Acconnts 
Committee,  on this the first report of' 1980. The substantive 

• 
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Treasury Minute setting out the views -of the Government will be 
tabled, it 'Is our intention, at the next meeting of, the House 
and I hadn't for that reason intended to rise today to speak. 
However, I do feel that I must speak on a point. made by the Hon 
and Learned Leader of the Opposition regarding the finding )2 my 
predecessor on whether or not there had been melfeasance. 
Shortly after I came here I visited the Public Works Department 
extensively and went round the stores and I also looked very 
carefully at the papers on RYCA which I knew that ray predecessor 
had wanted referred to the Public Accounts Committee. I think 
that he had hoped that the Public Accounts Comtnittee would be 
able to get hold of the manufacturers' invoices and I share 4.11E; 
disanoointrent of the Committee and I am sure the House as a 
whole that these were not f crthcorning„ However, when using the 
•words that there is no evidenee to support any allegation of 
malfeasance on the part of any offieer, I think that this was on 
the evidence which my oredecessor had before him and it is, in 
fact, a statement which, I myself would have made having read • V: e 
papers. One could always add: "But, of course, I haven't seen 
any evidence to the contrary." • He didn't do 130 and I don't 
think that anyone in the House can blame him for not doing so. 
There was no evidence of this and he forebore making a co'sn nt. 
What he may have thought in his own mind is another matte • but 
this is the evidence as he found it. I think what one should . 
make quite clear that Mr Collings did go very carefully into 
this as is obeious from the quotations in this report of nie 
reoort to the onief Minister.n That is all, Sir, .I would like to" 

• say at this stage 'except one .point.and that is on contracts, 
generally. The Government is not. satisfied with the way in 
which contracts are -drawn up and entered into at the moment and 
I have had a remit from the. Government to CA801183 with the 
Attorney-Ganeral ways and means in.which, these can be strength 
ened. Thank. you, Mr speaker. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I will then call on the Mover*  to reply if he so wishes. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Yes, Mr Speaker. First of all I would -like to go over some of 
t.ie points that have been raised by Hon Members.. I was very 
pleased to hear the preliminary corm:lents of the •Chilf Minister 
in agreeing .to most of the recommendations of tht_ report and,• if 
I may, 1 would urge upon the Government the urgency .of safe (Zr' 
the recommendations, particularly on the question .of the 
Centralisation of stores and there are. certain .areas where I 
think urgency is paramount, 'On the points raided by the. Hon Mr 
Zaimnitt, he says that the operative word in the recommendation 
is that the Government 'may' have been.  Dvercharged £90,000 and 
I think, perhaps, I ought to elaborate a little bit on that so 
that the Government sees how we came to that figure. The 
invoice. that we were able to compare. had about 10 different 
items and every single item had been coated 'at 'exactly 23% Over . 
and above the•manufacturers' invoice so although, of course, we 
cannot say that for sure that Government has been overcharged by 
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HON H-J ZAMM. ITT: 

HON G T RESTANO: 

'any siren figure, the fact that every single item had been 
overcharged by 23% gives, I think, a fairly clear indication of 
what the 3overnment may have been overcharged. As far as the 
suggestions which were put forward by the Hon Mr Zammitt about 
going to local agents and getting their distributi can commissions, 
well, that of course, is not up to the Committee to go in and 
make any suggestions, of that sort, that is for the Department 
concerned. The Committee is only there to investigate certain 
items and it is not there to recommend to a department who to 
buy from oi who not to buy from, that is really up to the 
department. All that the Public Accounts Committee can do is to 
say that these procedures should be renegotiated or these 
procedures should be put up to date. If I can turn to the com-
ments made by the Hon the Financial and Development Secretary. 
I think in paragraph 18 of the report, the Committee did say, in 
res ct of the then Financial and Development Secretary, that 
further inquiries could well have elicited additional information 
in the matter, that is as far as we thought we should go. We 
felt that going into this sort of a subject three years later 
obviously inhibited the Committee considerably and we felt that, 
ncrhaps, if a further inquiry had been made as soon as the 
Principal Auditor's special audit was carried out then, possibly, 
if there was anything further _that could have been found out 
which the Pub3ic Accounts 'Committee could not find out now, it 
might have leen found out then and I are also pleased that the 
Hon Member is looking very seriously into ways and means of 
strengthening the purchasing procedures. 

If the Hon Member will give way, Sir. I am sorry if I did 
suggest that I expected the Public Accounts Committee to go 
rould askinn tor coatings from firms that do distribution orders. 
net  I said was that it would have given, if we take an item, 
Broo.ze Bond Tea, -for instance, and Public Works was buying that , 
through RYCA, one could only find out if in fact they were 
charging 23% either as wholesalers or procurement agents if in 
fact Brooke Bond Tea locally could say that that item was worth 
X end that would have given and no - doubt there must have been 
itesel in this very good report that the Public Accounts 
Committee could have established a more accurate figure, We 
don't know, we eotld be charged 7% for all we know and it is 
only there that l refeczed to the Committee trying to find out if 
in fact the charge was considered excessive or too little. That 
is what I meant b.: saying that the Committee may have •;hought 
aril it is not f me to say, it may have thought of having asked 
,particular firms for manufacturers' invoices and therefore you 
would hate had a clearer picture. and a more accurate assessment 
of the situation. I am not criticising in any way, Mr Speaker. 

inie only thing I can s ay in reply to that, Mr Speaker, is that 
the Managing Director of the firm had promised the Committee 
that they would provide the manufacturers' invoices and it was 
only after the very first draft of this report had already been 
prepared that the Committee received a letter from the Company 



saying that they were no longer prepared to let us have tae • 
manufacturers' invoices. All along we were •expecting those 
•tnVoice.s to arrive and in fact the Public Works Department sent 
a letter and two reminders to the Company. That is all, Sir. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was ,resolved in tie 
affirmative and the motion was aceerdingly pawed. 

The House recessed at 7.30 pm. 

WEDNESDAY THE 5TE NOVEMBER, 1980  

The House resumed at 10.45 am. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I would remind the House that we now move on to the. First and 
Second Readings of Bills. 

BILLS • 

FIRST AND SECOND READINGS  

HON ATT1RNF.,1*-GENE::2A1:: 

Mr Sneaker, a Bill stands on the Agenda in my name to emend the 
.Public Health Ordinance. I ask your leave to withdraw it from 
the Agenda as I am not ready to proceed on it..  

THE ELDERLY PERSONS (NON-CONTRIBUTORY) PEMIONS (AM.ENDFENT.  ORDINANCE, 1980 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an . 
Ordinance to emend the Elderly Persons (Non-Contributory) 
Pensions 0-dinance, 1973, (No 27 of 1973) be read, a first time. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Bill was read a.first time. 

SECOND READING 
HON A J CANEPA: 

HON .3 BOSSA.NO: 

17% and is therefore in line with the increases in the level of 
benefits wnich the House approved yesterday through three 
successive 'motions. The extra financial orovision arising from 
this reasere that will be required in a full financial year will 
be £70,000 but whether a sueplementary will be required far the 
last qn.aeter of this financial year will depend on whether there 
can be virements within the Head of Labour and Social Security. 
Mr Speaker, I commend the Bill to the House. 

MR SPEAIN3R: 

Before I put the question to the House does any Hon Member wish 
to speak on the general principles and merits of the Bill? 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, we welcome, generally, the raising of the Elderly 
Pe ?sons Pension to bring it more into line, as the Hon Minister 
has said, with the motion that was passed yesterday but our 
nclicy is to make this Elderly Persons Pension, we have often 
stated particularly during the Election campaign, tax-free as 
indeed the Old Age Pension is tax free for the reasons that we 
have stated many j lees inside and outside of this House. On that 
basis .t think the Leader of the Opposition will be moving an 
amendment at a later' stage. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, if I could add just a fe* words to what my Hen 
Friend and Colleague has said. I think I am right and no doubt 
the Minister will be able to confirm in his reply, that not 
only the pension ender the Social Insurance Ordinance is 
received by those who get it tax free but also the retirement 
pensions under the Non-Contributory Social Insurance • (Benefit 
and Unemployment) Insurance Ordinance are also received tax 
free. It seems to me, as the Minister mentioned yesterday, 
there are about 70 people involved under that' and it seems to 
as that these people who are involved under that who didn't co-.. 
into the Social Insurance scheme are rightfully treated in 
receiving their. pensions tax free but it seems to me that there 
is an anomaly and an unfair discrimination in respect of those 
poolle wet° get the smallest pension of all, the Elderly.  Persona 
Nou-Contributory ,Pension, and still have to pay tax. I do hope 
that the Goverment can see its way to making the appropriate 
area-Arent themselves so that these pensions are received tax-. 
free in te same way as the Social Insurance Pension and the 
Non-Contributory Retirement Pension. . 

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move that the Bill be nor read 
a second time. Siri this very short Bill merely proVides for 
an increase in the level of Elderly Pe "sons Pension from the 
present £9 to £10.50 for a 'single persoL'. The increase is of 
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Mr Speaker, I think it would be useful to have in any case if 
one is considering this matter, an indication of what is the 
amount of tax involved if these pensions were made tax free but 
as I underatand it the basic principle, in .fact, wk re the 

70. 



Go-vera=ntchee not been willing to make this pension taxfree iso 
that the Social Insurance Pensim. is fLnded by the employee and the emeloem* , 
out of theirineel.e. The retirement pension which involves - 70 oeoele 
may be, as the Hon Member says, tax-free because it has been 'the 
case in the cast but when, in,fact, the Elderly Persons Pension 
was introduced it R as introduced regardless of income.' 
Presumably the only eeople who pay tax on the Elderly,Persona 
Pension are people who have got other income besides the 
Ee.deely Persons-Penerai which must be fora married couple 
taking into account the age allowance, in the regi on of £/40 a 
week. I would say that if we are saying that somebody at 65 who 
has already got an income of £40 a week should then get an extra 
£10 a week pension and still not pay tax, then we should be 
considering that nobody on £50 a week should pay tax even if they 
are under 65. 

• 
HON P J ISOLA: 

If the Hoe Member would give way. Is the Fon Member suggesting 
then that the Government should levy ten oni those in re )eipt of 
Social Insurance Pensions and Retirement Pensions if they are. 
recipents of ether income as well .because it he is saying that 
he cur.ht to say.'it for everybody and not just for this calss of 
people. 

HON J ROSSANO: 

I think, Mr Speaker, the difference is that the person who is 
receiving an Old Age Pension, e.g., from his employer, and I 
know this because I happen to negotiate the Neges of people in 
the public sector whose wage is arrived at net, of a pension 
contribution, in fact, every public sector employee has got a 
notional 6% reduction in his wage as a contribution towards his 
pension which he is paying for himself. I think that that is 
taxed anyway, occupation pensions are taxed notwithstanding the 
fact that they are funded by the person receiving it himself. 
The point of principle, I think, that makes it different is 
that if the Elderly Persons Pension is coming out of general 
revenue without any contribution from the person that is 
paying it, then ether people are being taxed in order to pay a 
pension to someone whose income may be higher than the person 
providing the money to pay, that. I know that politica.11y it 
may be more useful to say we do not. want- to tax these people, I 
accept that point entirely, but I think if we really 'vent to 
look at it honestly to find cut what is the fairest thing to do 
to everybody concerned, we should widen the thing and see 'if it 
is right that a person who rray have an income of £10,000 a year 
gets an extra £500 tax free from the Governeent then I wane to 
know where the £500 is cominr from? If we are going to loee, 
say, £50,000 of .revenue and that £50,000 of revenue is going to 
come out of people in the higher income bracket, then that's 
fine because we are talking about the same group anyway, but if 
it is going to come out of people who may have a family to 
support and a lower income then I think we should be very 
careful what we are doing. I think it is a valid point that 
there .may be some of these pe ople who are in fact worse off than 
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others who. are getting a Social .'assurance Pension and getting• it 
tax-lereeebet„ on the other hand, there may be people oho are 
better offethan ethers with smaller income and paying, tax. I do 
not think ore, can do a blanket thing because. the group is not 
necessarily a iat:ii,of,",,ene vas group', there may be some people who 
are veey badly off in that group and some people who are very 
well of in that group. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I am very surprised to hear the Hon Mr Bossano 
thinking on the lines of having a sort of means test if that is 
the oney way that we can put it right. I would have thought 
that following hi3 philosophy . in all other spheres, that he 
shouli -apply the same criteria in this instance. I know perhaps 
there m_ght be some people who might be better off but I think 
we must take notice of those who are going to be worse off. 

• 

MR SP; :AMR: 

I will then call on. the Minister to reply. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I can't help remarking, Sir,ethat I thought that socialists did, 
in fact, beleere means testing. What is income tax all about if 
not that the-le who can afford to pay more 'should contribute more. 
Mr Isola, I think, Sir, has got the wrong end of the stick in 
respect of the Reeirenent Pensions. I know that they are paid 
ender the Non-Contributory Social Insurance Ordinance and that 
,they are paid out of general' revenue but, in' fact, the 70 
p :-oele left. affected by this, did. contribute to the Social 
Insurance Scheme at its inception in 1955. The problem then was 
that these people constituted a group who were already aged 60 
- between 60 and 65 - and therefore because they were below 65, 
they had to pay social insurance contributions between 1955 and 
1960 and unless the Government of the day had made transitional 
arrangements for them, there would have been no way that they 
could have benefitted from those contributions and therefore the 
contribution condition exceptionally w as lower for them, instead 
of being as it was, up till 1971e.or 1975, I think, 500 
contribUtiens, it was, lowered transitionally to 250 contributions, 
but they did contribute over a period of five years ieto the Fund. 
between, 1955 and 1965 the Furd was growing and other than these 
transitional pensions no Peneiens were paid out of the Social 
Insurance Fund, until 1965 and even up unti 19714 or 1975, I .  
forget exactly which year, part of the social insurance pension 
was being .supplemented from general revenue because the Fund was 
not healthy enough over the years to withstand even a pension of 
about £2 or £3.50 which was the maximum until 1973 and, therefore 
there was supplementation out of general revenue and for the same 
reason the transitional retirement pensions have continued to be 
paid over the years out of the Consolidated Fund because during 
the initial years the Social Insurance Fund would not have been 
able to withstand the burden of-  that. But let ire stress that the 
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People involved did contribute to the Social Insurance Schete. - 
and therefore they are in a separate category to the-900 persens. 
in receipt of elderly persons pension. The figure iniolved if 
the .  elderly•persons oension were to-be made tax free', is at .a 
'g^dees estimate provided by the Commissioner of Inceme•Tax then 
leasked him about it earlier :in the year at the tine" when, the 
matter was being debated during the electien campaign, of the 
order of 1:50,00.0 and the Chief Minister asked and committed 

'himself that the matter should be locked into in_ connection with 
the budget and this was done. 

HON P J ISOLh 

If the Minister will give way. He' did more than that at the 
elections. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Yes, 'I know what you are going to say, that he 'nodded, he nodded 
his head in television.. But the Chief Minister is not a dictator 
you know, he has one vote in Council of Ministers if we do take 
a vote. When we count heads he is one and there are other 

.Ministers end, as a whole 'Ministere., and I think the Chief 
Minister, Dilly supports 'that point of view;  Ministers os a 
whole feel very strongly that there are objections in principle 
to' this eilderlY.epersons"pension being made tax free, by and' 
large for the reasons that Mr Bossano has 'stated. It is net 
eq,u1 tab le , taynv ieel, to give away 50,000 odd ocrind s to people 
who reeuire -it leest of all, because the fact that they pay tax, 
that some 'tax _is' :said on the elderly persons pension, is from 
the group of'people who are rather better off and it is rot 
making the beeteuse of money to give these £50,000 to this 
particular group of. people. We have similar Objections in • 
connection with the first child for family allowances, because" 

:the benefit would be to the smaller family and proportionally 
less to the greater family so we prefer to disburse the money 
that becomes available in a more equitable way. There is a 
further constraint on this matter and that is that the minimum 
reduced old age pension arising from regulations that will be 
enacted following the motions approved yesterday, the minimum 
old-age pension for a ample, reduced old age pension, is 
£18.60 a week whereas a couple in receipt of elderly persons 
pension would get £21 a week under the pr000sal of this 
'Ordinance and if you take into account the fact that 11e £21 a 
Week are twable, £21 a week taxable as enainst :118.60 tax free 
is a reasonable relationship and that should not be disturbed 
very very lightly bebause the people in receipt. of a reduced 
pension have at least got an average of 13 contributions so over 
the years they have been contributing to a lesser extent to the 
Social Insurance Fund and it is only right and proper that people 
.who contribute to a scheme should not be worse off than those who 
have not been contributing. I realise, Mr Speaker., that the stand 
which the •Government has taken on this matter and on the whole 
question . of the 900 or so pe ople who, are outside the Social 
Insurance 'Scheme, is not a popular stand. I am fully aware that 
it has got me personally a certain amount of unpopularity' with the 
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people affected but that is the price that you have to Day nher. 
you'are in public office,. It is rather more conforable to make 
proposals and suggestions from the Opposition benches -  which are 
not.practieseble.. In Government: one has the responsibility-, one 
has the duty to do precisely what one considers" to be right and 
proper regardless of those conseqences and a popular measure 
is not necessarily a good masure. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Bill was :sad a second time. 

HON A J CAN.E.PA: 

Mr..Speaker, I. beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and , 
Third Reading 'of 'this Bill be taken later in these proceedings 
and teddy, I would imagine. 

.This 'was agreed to. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Sir, -I have the harmer to move 'that the suspension of Standing 
Orders Nos 29 and 30 in respect of the Public ;)tiff ty 
Undertakings (Amendment) Ordinance, 1980. 

This was agreed to. 

TIM PTJBLIC UTILITY UNDERTAKINGS (AYMNIDIMNT) ORDINANCE, 1980 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an Ordinance to 
amend the Public Utility Undertakings Ordinance (Chapter 133) be 
read a first time. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmanive and the Bill was read a first tire. 

!TON A.TTORNEYeGETE'RAL: 

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move that the Bill be nu e read 
a second time. Mr 'Speaker, this Bill refers to a very minor 
matter.• In one way I apologise for having to bring it back • 
before the House but I .felt that I should properly do so because 
I do not believe the Matter can correctly 'be dealt with by way 
of a corrigenda. When the Finance Bill was put to the Meuse 
earlier' in the' session, the House passed it and the provisions 
which are contained in this Bill were contained in the Finance 
Bill and •I regret to say that because of a proof reading error 
they were not 'carried forward. There may be a difference of 
opinion as to whether it is necessary to bring this Bill back to 
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the House but I myself feel that I should and I therefore move 
accordingly. 

bit SPEAMR: 

Before I put •the question to the House does, any Honourable 
'ember wish to speak oreethe general principles and merits e 

-the Bill? 

HON G T RESTANO: 

We have no objection Provided it is absolutely clear that only 
clerical errors are involved but on a point of principle we 
do rather object to Bills being presented to the Souse less than 
one hour before we are to debate the B111. In Principle, I 
hope that there is no recurrence of this. 

)iR SPEAKER: 

.If there are no other contributors does the Honourable Member 
wish to reply on that? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Yes, Mr Speaker. I. note the point :Of :concern. I take the 
liberty :of ,doing th ise because they.are .only-clerical errors 

;which ,are :b.e irg ecorreCted... but take the Hon.  Me mbe ro,  . point 

Mr. Soeaker then putethe. question_which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Bill was read a second time. 

HON ATTORNEYeGSNERAL: 

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Conmiittee Stage and Third.. 
Reading of the Bill be taken at a later stage of the meeting. 

This was agreed to. 

TF03 ESTATE DUTIES (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE, 1980 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sire I have the honour to move that a Dill for an_Ordinence to 
amend the. Estate. Duties Ordinance (Chapter 52) be read a first 
time. 

Mr Speaker then put the qtestion which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Bill was read a first time. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNT SECRETARY: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be mow read a 
second time. sir, there are two main purposes in the amending 
Bill before •the. House. The first is to make Gibraltar more 
attractive as a finance- centre by the provision that deposits 
held in Banks, and. Building Societies, by non-residents should 
be exempt from Estate Duty and the second is to increase the 
interest payable on unpaid estate duty and to bring it closer 
to current interest rates. On the first, .Sir, in discussions 
which the Treasury havee from time to time, with the banks and 
members of the profession in the finance centre, it has been 
represented that quite considerable sums of - money which could 
be depos:.ted in in: titutions in Gibraltar do not co= here 
because: they fear that should the depositor who is non resident 
die, then the deposits will become liable to estate duty. In 
fact, by intrcau.cing this amendment and concession, we are not 
in fact losing anything in the way of estate duty, the money • 
doesn't come here now. If we attract the honey here then we 

• shall be making some profit by higher incometax yield by .  the 
• 

 
banks which get the non.e.y in. The second amendment is to 
increase the interest payable on estate duty due after expiration 
of six months from date of death of the deceased. The 
present rate of. interest of J.4.% was introduced %%hen the Ordinance 

. was enacted in 1934 and. the object was. to provide an incentive 
to get the estate duty paid promptly. At present L% is well 

, outside interest rates, generally., and. experience,.has shown that 
• every delaying .tctic';..rny be used ;in:order:to-delay paying the 

amount re quire .d ally, the rate.. ought.  .tc5 . be con.s is tent with 
the..level of. Interes.t..rates...generally; but.. this vrould mean 
constantly amend.ing.ethe .Ordinancehas..:interest rates fluctuate 

..e_nd. selecting an.. increase ecif : 8%. in. respect: ..o fettle first'_stlx 
"ma the .al-ter..viiich:,,duty Lnaid, and thereaftertI2X, lay compound 
_interest, .the' Government has _tried .to settle on - a rate of 
interest which we hope will stand the test of time. Sir, I 
commend the Bill to the House. 

AR SPEAKER: 

Before I put the question to the House does any Honourable 
Member wish to speak on the general principles and merits of the 
Bill? 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Sir, we welcome this Bill. Although as. I understand it, estate 
duty wasn't normally charged on people who died and had accounts' 
in Gibraltar, I think, it is right that they should be formalised 
and certainly if anything helps to make Gibraltar a finance centre 
we shall welcome it. 'As far as the interests rates on estates 
are c once rned I think these are much more realistic and I think. 
this does plug a.hole in the legislation whereby it paid people 
not to pay estate duty and I think the rates that have now been 
set down are in fact quite. high, I think they are high, but I 
think it is justified because I think interest rates will 
eventually come darn and then 12% compound interest is a very 



good rate. We agree and I think estates that have money should 
PaY• 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Could I say that I think the Government should, pernaps, 
between now and the Budget be taking e very close look at the 
need for revising the level at which estate duty become payable. 
I think the situation is being reached now where gratuities 
payable on death, for eXample, in employment which are linked to 
pay, are going to create a situation where quite a lot of people 
are going to come into the estate duty net which have never been 
'in it before with the level at which it is. In fact, the level 
in Gibraltar is considerably below that of the United Kingdom. 
-I am not suggesting we bring it up to the United Kingiom level 
but I think, in arriving at the starting point, we should be 
taking into account that we do not want to find ourselves in a 
situation where the Government is taxing the widow of somebody 
who suddenly died in employment and where the main asset that 
the widow inherits is in fact the man's gratuity. I think we 
should look at that between now and the budget probably but I 
would like to mention it new that we are looking at estate duty. 

HON CHIEF  MINISTER: 

We did the amount at whi ch estate duty becomes payable not very 
long ago from I think it was £2,000 to £5000 and is practice that 
think covers the bulk., in my experience, of the workers'• 
gratuity. If he dies in service, the gratuity, unless of course 
it is a higher paid executive, the amount is about £5,000 and are 
not affected as far as I have been able to gather. I don't kaow 
what the Honourable Member said that we should raise that in 
order to make them exempt from estate duty but then of course if 
the money that can be lost with that will have to be added on to 
the level and the point about not putting up more estate duty i3 
that more and more people will be driven to schems, in fact, 
this is the case nowadays where more and more schemes are made 
in order that people will not pay estate duty„ Whereas in the 
past I remember all Financial Secretaries at the time of the 
estimates putting the amount they expected to get from e 'tete ' 
duty having regard to the health of particular wealthy members 
•of the community who might die during the year. The late Mr 
John Hayward would say "Ah, yes, tl-is fellow is on the veiting 
list". It is extraordinary how many wealthy people the acid do 
not even have e return of estate duty because the affairs have 
been arranged in such a way beforehand that there are no assets 
available at the time of the death that call for estate duty. 
If you put them too high at one level to pIti them low at the other 
level, it has the opposite effect, people atili die with£50,000 
but when you get over that level there are all sorts of legal 
ways in which the matter with a little foresight can be 
arranged so that estate duty is not paid. The other point 
that might be considered in that connection when we look at 
that aspect is whether the 3 year rule sheu.d nct be extended 
to the 7 year rule like in England. Nowac:ays, any transfer 
which is made more than 3 years before the death does not 
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Tarrant estate duty. In England it must be 7 years so the 
planning requ!res much more thought but we will look at the 
possibility t ) extending • the period slightly. Last tire, when 
we increases the Ernunt at -which no estate duty was payable, I 
asked for particulars of how much money we would lose on the 
average and le feet some thing like £800 a year was lost and a 
lot of time 'saved because the department would not have to deal 
with irventories. We will look at that. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Bill was read a second time. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third Reading 
of the Bill be taken at a later stage in the meeting and today 
if the House agrees. 

MR F,PTAKER: 

Does the House grant leave should this happen today? 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I don't see why this Bill should go through all its stages at 
this meeting of the House. There may be people•who want to 
make representations on this Bill. I would have thought it 
should go to a subsequent meeting. Things like putting Pensions 
up and things like that obviously people want to see it thrciuge 
but I think a thing like this should wait. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I agree to. leaving the Committee Stage and Third Reading of this 
Bill to a subsequent meeting. 

HON FINA'ICIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I wit id:saw notice, Sir. 

THE SjPPLEICNTARYAPPROPRIATION (1980/81) (No 2) ORDINANM, 1980  

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT LECnTARY: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill for an Ordinance 
to apple further sums of money to the• service of the year ending 
with the 31st day of March, 1981, be read a first time. 
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Mr See alter then put the question which was 'resolved in the - 
affirmative and the Bill was read a first time. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move that •the Bill be noW read 
a second time. The Bill seeks to appropriate, in accordance with 
section 55(3) of the Constitution, a further sum of £615,663 out 
of the Consolidated Fund. The purposes f or which this sem is 
required are set 'out in Part I of the Schedule to the Bill and in 
more detail, in the Schedule of the 'Consolidated Fund SUpplemen-
tary Estimates No 2 of 1980-81 which I tabled at the commencement 
of this meeting. The Bill also seeks, Sir, to appropriate, in 
accordance with section 57 of the Public Finance (Controland 
Audit) Ordinance, the sum of £869,482 from the Improvement and 
Development Fund for the purposes, noted in Part II of the • 
Schedule of the Bill and in the .Schedule of Supplementary 
Estimates No 2 of 1930-81 for the Improvement and Development 
Fund which I also tabled at the beginning 
of this meeting. Mr Speaker, Sir, I commend the Bill to the 
House. 

MR SPEAMR: 

Does any Hon Membee vish to speak on the general principles 
and merits of the Bill? • 

There being no:response Mr Speaker then out the question which 
was resolved' in the affirmative and the. Bill was read a second 
time; 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third 
Reading of the Bill be taken at a later stage in the meeting, 
today if the House is agreeable. 

This was agreed to. 

COMMITTEE STACA 

Holt' ATTORMY-GENERAL: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that this House resolve itself 
into committee to consider the following Bills, clause by 
clause. 

r2.3 

The Social Insurance- (Amendment) Bill, 1980. 
The Bureaux de Change Bill, 1980. 
The Elderly Persons (Non-Contributory) Pension (Aire nd,.tent ) 
Bill, 1980. 
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'114- The Public. Utility Undertakings (Amendment) Bill, 1980. 
(5) The Fupplementary Appropriation (1980-81) (No 2) Bill, 1980. 

This was agreed to and the House resolved itself into Committee. 

THE  SOCIAL INSURAM (AMENDMENT) BILL., 1980  ' 

Clauses 1 to 10  were agreed 'to and stood part of the Bill. 

The Long Title  was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

THE BUREAUX Drs CHANGE BILL, 1980 

Clause 1 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Ole aker, Sir, in accordance with the Notice which I gave to 
,he House, I-beg to move that in-clause 1(2)omit the word 
"August" and st•.b3t:.tute the word "December". The effect of this 
will change. the coining into operation of the Ordinance to the 
let day of De..:eeber, 1980. 

Mr Speaker -eat the question in the terms of the Hon the 
Financial aid Development Secretary's amendment which was 
resolved in the .affirmative and Clause 1, as amended, was 
agreed to and 'stood part of the Bill. 

Clauses 2 to lie  were agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

Clause 171- 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speeke ^, Sir, when I introduced this Bill at the Second 
Reading e tags I gave notice to the House that I would wish to 
amend clause 15 subsection ;2) by the substitution of the word 
"his" for the word ' "coal" et the end of the second line of 
paragraph (g). The paragraph Sir, reads: "The arrangements 
eroposed by the applicant for the aisposal of foreign currency 
taat if surolue 'to :oc11 requirements". On consideration by 
the I oaourable and Lsare-led the Attorrey-General and myself, we 
agreed that te.e word "local" could be confusing, in fact, one' 
of the criterea is, has the person who is applying for a licence 
made arrangements for the orderly disposal of foreign currency 
surplus to his reqeirements in Gibraltar and for that reason I 
are suggesting the amendment to clarify this paragraph. 

Mr .peaker put the question which was resolved in the affirmative 
and Clause 15, as amended, was agreed to and stood part e the 
Bill. 
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Clause 16 was agreed to.and stood part of the B.:11. 

Clause._1/ 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr. Chairman, Sirs  in accordance with notice given to the House 
I propose an amendment to clause 17 to add the following 
sub clause: 

"(3) It shall be a condition of every licence that within 7 
days after any change, in the shareholding, directorship, or 
management of a licensee, the licensee shall inform the . 
Secretary in writing of that change, including (in the case of 
a new shareholder, director, ar person in a managerial position 
such information as is for the time being prescribe3 in respect 
of persons holding such positions in Form 1 of the Second 
Schedule." 

Sir, this amendment is being introduced by the Gavernment 
following reoresentation4 made in the Second Reading debate on 
the Bill, mainly by the. Honourable and Learned Leader o. Lhe 
Opposition but supported by .other members too, that where there 
was a change in shareholding, directorship or the. manage ment by 
a licensee, then the committee should be informed and should 
be able to take any action which it considers to be necessary. 
There will be a consequential amendment to clause 26(2), 
eventually. 

. HON P J,I$OLA: 

Yr qpeaker, we support this amendment. There is only one point 
that has come to my mind that I am looking at and that is that 
looking at Form 1 of the application, it talks of shareholders 
and this talks of a change of shareholders. There seems to be 
no provision, although I presuge within the discretion of the 
committee the committee will be able to ask; "Well, is- this 
shareholder the man who actually owns it and not a nominee." 
I think it is important to get to know the beneficial rhere-
holder, the beneficial owners. But I think it is wittl..n the 
discretion.of the Ordinance. 

HON ATTORNa-GENERAL: 

Mr Chairman,. if I may speak to the point. It is not usual inmy.ex 
perience where there are controls ttaansfers by requiring notice 
of a change in shareholding to go beyond the legal ownership. 
Perhaps, the matter could be dealt with in this way that, what 
is being proposed here is a standing-statutory condition in 
every licence that is granted. Were it to become a Eroblem, 
there is the additional discretionary power to attach 
conditions but I think the problem could be tackled in that 
way, Sir. 

ir Speaker then nut the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative ai.d Clause 17, as amended, was agreed to and 
stood part of the Bill. 

Clauses 18  to 29 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

Clanre 26 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, I beg to amend in the terms of the notice I have given to 
the House. Clause 26(2), to insert in paragraph (e) after the 
expression "Section 15" the words "and by reason of any change 
in circumstances since the licence was granted." This is a 
consequential amendment to the one that has just been approved, 
Sir. In consultation with the Honourable and Learned the 
Attorney-General, we considered whether the subsection (e), as 
it stands, was sufficiently wide to enable the committee to act 
shOulu it consider it necessary to do so, and we decided that 
far clarity it would be preferable to amend this subsection 
and it is for that reason that the amendment is now proposed. 
Sir, I beg to' move. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon the 
Financial and Development Secretary's amendment. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Chairman, if I. could just briefly' add that it is a consequen-. 
tial amendment as I am sure the Honourable and Learned Leader 
of the Opposition will see that it is not strictly legally 
consequential but it is a useful amendment, and I think it in 
fact goes rather wider with meeting the point which we have 
been d iscussing, but I think it is desirable to have qualifying 
words of that nature in that particular paragraph. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmatiya and Clause 26, as amended, was agreed to and stood 
part of the Bill. 

TON P J ISOLA: 

I think in the Second Reading we said that we thought the 
appeal should be elsewhere than to the Governor-in-Council, the 
Governor in Council being an Executive body as opposed to a 
quasi-judicial body. I think that. objection still. holds but we are 
prepared to see how it woks in practice. If the Government feels 
unable to change that we are prepared to see how it works in 
prectica. 



%ON ATTORNEY—GB/MAL: 

Mr Cheirman if I may speak on the point. I appreciate the 
concern of the Fonourabg„e and Learned Memher. The criteria for 
lf censing are essentially policy criteria although fee. s ich 
matters as breaches of the conditions and auestions fact that . 
are raised on appeals on matters which basically involves 
policy, I do _Ace:, think a Court is the correce, place to determine 
this, I think that is quite a well established principle. On 
matters of feet of course I think a Court is better placed and is 
properly the forum in which to determine the appeal. I 
appreoiate the point about the Governor-in-Conseil. It is 
ha-never, in Gibraltar, an established forum for policy appeals. 
I think, if. I may say so„ the Honourable and. Learned the • 
Leader of the Opposition is really reflecting the fact that 
there are a limited number of suitable forume available in 
Gibraltar for determining a policy appeal. 

Clauses 27 to 39 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

The First Schedule was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

The Second Schedule was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

THE ELDERLY PERSONS NON-CONTRIBUTORY) PENSIONS  
CAIKEtinh'311.C2 ORDINANCE. 1980 • 

Clause I was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

Clause 2  

HON P J ISOLA: 

I beg to move that Clause 2 of the Bill be amendedhby the 
addition of a new sub-clause (3) to read: "(3) Section 2 of 
the Income Tax Ordinance is amended by the addition of the 
following words at the end of the definition of "Pens ion" therile 
contained; "or the Elderly Persons (Non-Contributory) Ord inanon". 
Mr Speaker, I think that that is the correct way of bringing 
the elderly persons pension free of tax because the social ensu 
ranee pension and the- retirement pension are dealt with in a 
definition of the In-' me Tax Ordinance which says that these 
pensions are not pensiOns for the purpose of the Income. Tax 
Ordinance and that is why they go free of tax. I ask the 
House to Support this amendment because it seems to me that both 
the Government and the Honourable Mr Bossano, who I hope will be 
here to vote on this amendment, instead of saying something and 
then not supporting what he says with his vote, it seems to me 
that different standards are being applied by the Government 
in relation to these 3 what I call state pensions. We are told 
that elderly persons pensions cannot be paid free o-7 tax because 
there are some rich people who would be saving tax 'out we are 
not told that in the social insurance pension which is a  

contrine+ory pension scheme, there are rich people collection 
them and not paying te'x on them and on the retirement pension 
the same principle :Applies, there are people who have got means 
and are not paying tax. Ant': what was to me very revealing, ?lir 
Spea!;.er, is the statement of the 'Minister in replying on the 
cebate, that h, had t..en the Commissioner of Income Tax ani he 
had told him that tee amount income tax that would be lost 
woula be £50,000. Now, 900 people in receipt of elderly persons 
pension at 2.0.50 a week bring the total amount of pension to 
.04.91,400 a year paid by the Government and it would seem to me 
that in the figure of saving of tax indicates to me that there 
are quite a numbee of people in the lower income groups who 
would benefit from making the elderly persons pensiOn tax free. 
If we are talking of people in the breadline, Mr Speaker, well, 
feetitnately there are not that many people on the breadline 
today. But there are people who have a small amount of private 
:..ncorie, among retired people, who you wouldn't _regard as being 
on the breadline but who are not able to live comfortably with 
the soaring rises in the cost of living in Gibraltar. The fact 

*that the Goeezneent puts up the pension by 1.7% is small console- 
- Lion to these people because you are giving them £1.50 a week 

more . And- if we have pe ople in the s tate social insurance 
pension scheme. tax free by a deliberate act of Government policy 
irrespective of the income of the people within the social 
insurance scheme tax free, if we have the retirement peesion 
for these 'people who contribueed for five years, what would have 

, been their Contribution for years? Very little, indeed. 
And these _people are now receeving, as a result of that five 
years contribution, and we don't object, and we do not decry 
them this, but in return of five year's contribution they are 
receiving or will be receiving -rollowing the motion that we 
passed yesterday, I think it was £21.70 a week and if there is 
a wife, £32 a week, for five year's contribution of their lives. 
We were talking yesterday of a particular person who had served 
30 years and wouldn't get his full pension because it Was • 
Governmene policy. Mr Speaker, these are people who have only 
paid for five years which is almost nothing, Mr Speaker, I am 
not deorying their contribution, but they will be getting £31 
a week tax free by a. deliberate act of Government policy and the 
only people who have been left out are the people who are getting 
the Smelliest pension of all, the elderly persons cension of 
£10.50 because they, apperently, have never contributed. I know 
among the 900 pecple there are people who have money but there 
are also a great number of people who are very near the bread-
line, 

 
if I may pat it that way. It is unjust that tney should 

be treated differently merely, because there are few people 
receiving elderly persons pension who are well off. Get them out 
of the. damnee scheme if that is the. objection the Government 
have, by a mans • test if they wish. The Honourable Mr B oss ance 

• seems ,to be fully in favour of it. But it is wrong, it is 
morally wrong, socially wrong for the Government to refuse to 
allow the people in receipt of elderly persons pension who are 
receiving the lowest cf the three kind of -state pensions, if I 
may call them the ,, to receive them' tax free the same way as 
their colleagues. The answer is that they have contributed to 
them, et' course they have contributed to the pension in the case 
of the Social Insurance Scheme but so Government employees 
contribute to pension, so do people in private employment 



contribate to pensions but these' people receive them tax free 
may also be receiving a Government pension, may also Ye 
receiving a pension from their employer and may be very well 
off, because they will be getting 240 a week and they. •,3ay.be . 
receiving another £4.0 -a week from their Geve,rnment empl.nyfir or in 
private sect cr they may be receiving another Z40. Those people 
are very well off and- they are getting it tax free. It is the 
principle that is Nrong and when the Minister says he opnceres 
this or. principle I think he is opposing it on tie wrong 
princenle, he is not opposine it* on principle, he is not acting 
on..principle when he chooses to make a distinction between the 
incomes of people receiving elderly persons pensi.on but makes 
no such distinction in respect of people receiving social 
insurance pensions and retirement pensions, which are the other 

`..two pensions similar to this. I think it is tine that the 
Governuent considered the position and their- duty to a number of ' 
People in receipt of elderly persons pension not so well on.' and 
who live under -a sense of .grievous injustice that their Colleagues 
who are well off, their •friends i f you -like to .c.11 them, go -off 
On . holidays every year on the social insurance pension that they 
get Which they receive tax free, and good luck to them that 
they are not treated in the same way. I am certaix1r surprised 
to hear the Honourable Mr Bossano and I am glad he is here. to 
hear him speak in the way that he. did on this issue. Of course 
there is a need to review tax rates all :the time car.,stantly, of 
course taeee is a reed to review the-  position of pensions, to 
review these 'positionsof inequalities in pensions that exist. 
today but if we are going to start looking at that then we will 
never get this problem settled. If we are going to have to 
wait to s ettle this problem until all the others are settled, then 
we will never get to the solution of this problem and this 
problem is an ,urgent and an immediate one because there are-
citizens in our community in receipt. of state pensions who are 
being treated differently to other citizens 'in our community 
also -in receipt of state pensions. I would have thought that 
the Honourable Mr Hassan°, ..of all people, would support this 
amendrrent and then let him come to the House and ask for the 
Government to amend the Ordinance to ensure that people who are 
receiving £20,000 .a. year don' t. get this pension.. I wouldn't 
object to that, of course I wouldn't. Let him cone and eay it 
but let him not step' people who have the moral right, a social 
right to receive these pensions• tax free- as compared with their 
colleagues in receipt of other state pensions, let him not stop 
them getting•  it by using his vote against tbiv. amendment. Mr 
Speaker, I commend the amendment to the ''.L•x:s!'.!. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question the terms of the Hon P J 
Is ol s amendment .  

HON A J CANEPA: 

At this time every year far the last four or five years this 
matter becomes a serious debate in the House on what is a very 
minor Bill and I do not particularly object that that should be 
the case. • I think that I should warn the Honourable Members of 
the Opposition that if they are persistent in putting forwarl 
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their views on this matter, I am e qually persistent, even more so, 
perhaps, in opposing them. I even wore out Mr Xiberras in public 
correspondence on this issue and that is not an ease thing to do 
with respect to somebody I think who went down in the history of 
this House as givir.g the longest speeches and writing the 
longest letters. I wore him out and I hope to wear out the six 
members of the De3C- :lilting opposite. If ever they find them-
selves in Government, I challenge my Honourable Shadow, Mr Scott, 
to try to do what I maintain cannot be done without destroying 
the whole Social Insurance Scheme which this month records its 
silver anniversary. If he does that he will go down in the 
history of public affairs in Gibraltar as the ran who destroyed 
the Social Insurance Scheme and who put it on a basis whereby in 
future no one is going to get pensions in Gibraltar on any kind 
of reasonable and equitable basis. Mr Isola maintains that 
with his amendment he is going to benefit the lower, income 
groups. That is nonsense because for a couple aged over 65 to 

,pay tax their income must be• over £1,950 a year, the .€40 a week 
that I think the Honourable Mr Bossano had in mind. And even if 
the income of the couple is £2,500 a year or £50 a week, on the 
first .P,500 they would pay at 20%, or a week.. So the lower 
income geoup are not going to benefit from this measure, it is 
the middle and higher income groups who are in receipt of 
elderly persons pension who are going to derive benefit from 
this measure, in some cases to the extent of 5026 of the pension. 
He said that with increases in the cost of living it is a small 
coasolation that people in receipt of elderly persons pension' 
receive in getting an increase of £1.50 a week. It is £3 for 
a married couple as against £6 on the old age pension for being 
in receipt of the maximum pension and the elderly persons 
penion was never intended, never ever, as my friend Horace 
Zammitt would say, intended to be the sole,  means of support 
of any couple in Gibraltar. The pension supplements other 
income-  :Invariably. I am sure there cannot be any cases in 
Gibraltar where this pension is a sole Means of income of any 
couple aged over 65 because if that were the case then they should 
be and would be on supplementary benefits and the level of 
supplementary benefits for people living on their own is higher 
than £21 a week payable to a married couple in receipt of 
elderly persons pension. If these people are being treated 
differently it is therefore only because they are 'better oft in -
other respects and to d raw a comparison between the 70 people 
in receipt of retirement pension is just not valid. The fact 
of the matter le that the majority of pensioners today, social 
insurance pensioners, :are getting a benefit oue of all propor-
tion to v hat they contributed, that is a fact of life. Because 
in 1955 the scheme started 'with a contribution of is and 5p 
a v,eok which was increased. to 4 shillings or 20p a week in 1968 
an3_t is only from 1973 onwards that contributions have been 
going up every year appreciably because benefits have also been 
going uneven more appreciably. But the fact of the matter is 
that the contributions that workers were making between 1955 
and 1968 of is end 5p was that the maximum contribution that 
the Government of the day required them to make and it was 
precisely on the basis of is 5p from the worker and is 5p from 
the employer, that the Fund grew and the interest that has 
accrued on those small contributions, relatively speaking, has 
been considerable but it represented the maximum that the 
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Governmnt of the day considered that such workers,' earning I
•FI 

_imagine in those days, a labourer £3.50 a week, L14 a week, that . 
was tare-. maximum 'that 'was considered to be a reasonable contribu-
tion. So we shouldn't decry in any! tray that people are petting 
241 a week which may in some cases be more £Li a weee may be 
more than the total contribution which they made ineo the 
Social Insurance Scheme during the years when they were Lelow 65. 
I accept that up to a point people who are eot getting the 
social insurance pension tax free should have a sense of 
grievance. That is bound to happen in a place like Gibraltar 
where everybody is looking over each other's shoulder. We all 
have-a sense of grievance that certain people in the port have 
got an. increase of 28%, anybody employed in the public sector 
who has had an increase of 17%. • But we shouldn't lose sight 
of the fact that we are ,not talking of people who are suffering 
hardship, we are not talking about that and we are also talking 

,*people who in the•past, when the scheme started in the 1950's, 
tele not particularly interested in joining the scheme. It was 
looked down. upon and, as I was telling Mr Reston() privately 
yesterday evening in the ante chamber, I know of places -f work 
where the younger workers who are now contributing to;.the scheme 
resent that the older workers should expect them to foot the 
bill' for the people who are outside the scheme precisely because 
they.recall that 25 or 20 years ago these other peorle felt that 
they were: superior, that they were outside the Social Insurance 

.Scheire which was for the. underprivileged classes in Gibraltar and 
that they did not have to belong because they were management, 
and they. already, had. a:pension in any case. In those days 
people were not interested en belonging to the scheme because 
the pension was pittance. reoday, it has become very attractive 
and naturally .evenybody wants to get what his neighbour is 
getting. But' it is not possible, .1 have been dealing with this• 
matter' for .over 8 years, I think I know what I an talking about, 
I don't pretend to have the monopoly of expertise on social • 
insurance and I certainly have no doubt in my mind- and I don't 
think that my Colleagues with whom I have discussed the matter 
ad nauseam, I don't think that they are in any doubt whatsoever 
that the integrity of. the Social Insurance Scheme could in no way 
be preserved if we were to do what the !embers opposite are 
suggesting. As to the specific amendment I think that I have 
dealt with the matter in detail during the Second Reading of tte 
Bill and I really have nothing further to add. 

H0/4 J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, it seems to me that, in a way, the debate has taken 
a turn as if the passage, or the non passage of the amendment, 
depended on the 'way I vote as if I carried more votes in this 
House than anybody ..else put together. Let me Say•that I did 
listen very carefully to the arguments being put by the 
Honourable and Learned Member, Mr reale, and I think that he 
has got some valid points, a great deal of what he has said is 
something that I can.sympathise with which doesn't mean that 
I don't understand the arguments being put by Mr Lanepa. I 
think he is absolutely right, in saying that if the .^e is a need 
to revise the whole question of the provision of pensions, then 
'let us not continue an injustice which we may be doing to one 
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small gecup by virtue of the fact that there are other things 
that need putting riget. On balance I think at this point in 
tire, I will support the amendment, I have supported it in 
tie past, in fact when it was put by Mr Xiberras, but I . think 
that vie have to look at the is sue dispassionately if we non and 
coneieer what we are going both in social insurance pension and 
in a oension like the elderly persons pension,which is paid for 
out of general revenue. We are talking here about a transfer of 
incomes. In the case of the social insurance pensien, effectively, 
the only reason why we are able to pay the level of pensions 
that we are paying today is because those pensions are not being 
-funded, they are not being paid out of the accrued value of the 
fund contributed by today's pensioners in the paste That is 
oelo a very small part of what they are getting. The 'bulk of the 
payment made to today's pensioners from the Social Insurance Fund 
is 'directly paid for by today's workers and the principle is that 

•those of us who are working today and paying for the pensions of 
those who are 65 today, will when we reach 65 have our Pensions 
paid for by the people who are working then. That is a very 
hound principle I think and it makes it possible to have a much 
higher level of pension than if we had teeepend exclusively on 
the investment income of historic contributions that have been 
erroded by inflation. In the case, therefore, of the elderly 
*persons pension, we have a simelar transfer of income but 
instead of that taking place through the social insurE nee system 
it is taking place through the tax system where, it is the tax 
revenue • going into the Consolidated Fund that is providing the 
2460,000 -that the new level of - pensions will cost. Based on the 
figure put by the Minister for Labour of an estimate of a £50,000 
loss, 'what we' are saying is that the ?Orel of pensions that we are 
paying out will cost 2460,000 and that of those 2460,000, 
260,000 will be paid back and that if we make the pensions tax 
free then the clawback of £60,000 will not take place and the 
cost will be 2460,000. My general approach - and I do not know 
whether that makes me a socialist or whether it doesn't make me 
a sccialist, I know what I consider myself to be and it seems 
to me that sometimes my colleagues in the Opposition criticise 
me for being a socialist which tends to make me think that they 
wou3d wish that I wasn't and at other times they criticise me for 
not being a socialist, which tendr me to think that they want 
i.e to be. one, and I am not quite sure which it is that I need to 
be in order to peeese them - but I hope that they will judge what 
I have to say or, the basis that I am trying to put forward a 
peent of view i the House of Assembly that I believe honestly to 
be the soerect one -.1-1c3 that I.  am open to be persuaoed that I am 
mistakee cy members on either side of the House and if they 
persuade me ;hat I have been wrong in what I have been saying, 
or doing, teen it does not make me more socialist or less 
socialist, perhaps it makes me more hornet, but I am prepared to. 
admit that I am wrong when I am proved wrong. I think then that 
if we are talking about a situation of a transfer of income we 
should perhaps have the political courage look at the whole 
questison of providing state funds to ensure a minimum standard of 
livin,; for ever;,, ' citizen when he reaches an age where he can no 
longer provide for himself and that therefore if that is 
considered to be support for a means test and • means test is 
supposed to be a:dirty word, well, let us have the political 
courage to face that because this is really' what We want to do, 
we' must: instill in people in Gibraltar 'a sense of responsibility 
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in that. as a community we .must be. concerned for the we'llh.>•re, of 
those who are worse off than we are and this is the pritielple 
of the •Social Insurance ScheMe and this is the princiele of-  the 
elderly persons pension. I don't think for one moment that 

.making these pensions non-taxable would either undermiee the 
-principle ft the Social Insurance Scheme er make a big dent in 
the Government finances because we are talking about £60,000:- in 
the context of_ expenditure and revenue of 30 million. It is in .1  
that -cente,—(1anot very significant sum 'of Money except that oP I 
course one can think perhaps if the £60,000 is goin:g to go to 
people who have already got enough money, it might be better to 

T say well if you are going to spend £460,000, then it might.be 
better if the net cost today is £1400,000 with a clawback of 
£60,000, to make it a higher pension taxable because that would 
still put a situation where the people who today are not paying 
tax" on the £21 are not' going to be helped at all. As I said, 

will support thearencleent„I have supported it in the past 
• when Mr Xiberras used to put it but I have got misgivings about 
whether we are 'really helping the people we wish to help and 
I have no doubt from the arguments put by the Honourable any?. 
Learned Mr Isola that he is convinced himself that he is helping 

'those in need and that is that conviction that makes him put 
forward the amendment. The figures would, indicate that oerhaps 

- out of the •900 we are talking about a 'situation 'here perhaps '400 
• are not paying tax anyway and • the.  other 500 ere 1  e paying-£2 - a- 
e•week out. Of , the £10 pension which produces t. £60,000 tax, He, 

is absolutely right in saying that if we are concerned about 
giving. a tax-free bonus to' people •wl.:-  are in least need,-  . that ' 
argument can equally be applied to people who are in receipt'of 
the social insurance pension. I know of people who are getting 
a. pension from their previous employment which is taxable, they 
are getting a social insurance pension which is going to be £41 
and they are in employment and 'in fact they have an income of .£200 
or £300 and it . is• difficult to see why out of those £200 or £300 
they should 'be getting £L0 tax free. when people with family 

. responsibilities and half, that income are being taxed very 
...heavily today in Gibraltar: I think he is absolutely right in 
saying that if we are honestly concerned about the equity of 
our system then we should do a major review of its operation in 
terms of where -  the burden of taxation is falling and whether we 
are not unintentionally doingthe reverse of what we are doing 

eand darry.ing out in some areas a transfer, of imams in the 
wrong direction, from those who have got least to those who have 

. got more. But that should not stop us perhaps at this stage 
supporting the amendment if .there is a need' .which affecta, even 
if it is a small proportion; I think even it on balance,, having 
listened to the arguments, Mr Speaker, • on both sides, if ,  I .have 
to give .my. support to an amendment that may give a benefit to . 
50 people who need it and' at the same time giVe -it to 100 people . 

_ who'd') rot need it, then I would not cut my. nose to spite my face 
and 'in order to 'prevent the handred. from getting-  it, deprive the 
50 who need it from getting it as well.— 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I am very, very glad to hear my friend on my left 
now realising that we are not doing this for political reasons 

89. 

at all, that there is a very significant principle behind it. 
I thinly. h,?. is comple tely convinced that the line of anproach 
that. our side have been pursuing for a number of years has • 
beee tee correct one. What surprises me ead I hope that I can 
appeal to the Minister responsible, is that he seems to think 
it is something to be proud to approach a problem in a very 
fervent way and sort of glorifying his position by saying; 
"I have defeated 'one man who wanted to bring this into effect 
for many years back and nobody is going to make me change my 
mind". I think this is rather a blind approach and also a 
deaf approach to a problem that is obviously affecting a number 
of people in Gibraltar. I think he will accept that a number 
of th°3e 900 are getting an unfair deal, I think he' will have 
to accept this. I don't believe for one moment that the 
Minister would like to see this happening. I have always 
praised him, and he knows this, for the way that he has managed 
to improve the position of the elderly persons in Gibraltar. 
I think he gets the support of 'everybody on this side of the 
House, not now but on many occasions. That I don't understand 
is why in this particular sphere he objects so much to change. 
He seems •to have convinced himself that he is doing s ome thing 
wrong by careying it out and he seems to produce all sorts of 
exaggerates argurehts as to the total destruction of our pension 
schemes in Gibraltar. 3' cannot believe that one what I suggest 
is what my earn Friend on the. left said and the. leader of the 
Opposition seid it even before him, let us go ahead with this 
now and by all means let us have a general review of the whole' 
situation and put it on a fair footing. His argument that some 
young people object to this is something that I do not think. 
he should give all that consideration to. ; That should not 
prevent hem from going ahead, after all, what was the position 
in the past? It is always the son who helps the parent. It is 
doing the same thing now but in a much better and organised 
manner. I think it is the duty of the young to support the old, 
whether we do it directly as a member of the family or we do it 
through the state which obviously is much better, I think the 
principle must remain and if any young person comes along and 
says it is not fair that he should be supporting the old I 
think, it is up to this House to tell him that he is doing 
sozething which is not really what the Gibraltarians feel. I 
think that if we can be proud of Gibraltar it is because the . 
youne• people have always supported the old. I think that 
thanks to the great effort of the Minister, Mr Speaker, he has 
been able to do this in a much fairer .way today than has ever 
been done before' and i:.i a much more secure way that has ever 
been done before. I de hope that he can change his mind. I. • 
don't think that the whole scheme, the whole pension scheme 
in Gibealtar is- going to crumble' down because he gives way and 
I am sure he will give a lot of satisfaction to a lot 'of people 
who I think deserve it. 

HON• A J CAMPA: 

Mr Speaker, I am grateful t o the Honourable Maj.or Peliza for 
kind remarks about me because I know that he expresses 

them sincerely, he feels them sincerely, I am really grateful. 
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Two. years ago, -Mie-SPeaker, we• were faced again with the same 
quandary. At that tine there was an income' tax clawback 
operating on the Elderly Persons Pension which in _principle, 
it was. not -that punitive but in the manner in which- it worked 
it was punitive beeause at the end of the financial year a lot 
of people were being presented„. having been getting the _pension. 
on a weekly basis, they were. presented with an 'income tax bill 
which:- was ve ryenef-ty-so-We . did away with the income tax claw- 

-beck-  and at. the same time, having regard to the considerations 
that eir Bossano, mentioned about whether it, is better to make the 
Pension tax-free or to increase it rather more so;  we increased 
it from £5 a week to,£. . 8 a week' It was a •very substantial 
increase, 60% and the benefit of the two measures, the 
substantial increase together with the fact that. the income tax 
clawback was being done away with, these two as cters the 
Government c =aide red constituted.a very considereble gesture 
towards the. grie-vances -that these people have. Mr Bossano has 
spoken about ethe 'poeition of some people in -Gibraltar who are 
getting an occupational pension,. who will now be getting £41  
a week tax free, -are also in employment. I think what 
he was .hinting at is that, perhaps, we are in danger of prcdu-
cinn. on elite in Gibraltar aged over 65... But, Mr Speakers  what 
is ihr alternative? alternative might bp should we be 
considering,: ete-part,Pfian in-depth look into the wh.ole question 
of pensions, -shotild.we be Considering ',whether the 3tc.1.ai 
Insurance old age .peritkon should now be made taxable? - Fe.ehaPs 
It :was. certainly -made. taxefree-.back in the a because - it was 
a pitta:nce, -was.-- a:Very-:low pension but -we are now talking ..of 

• a pension- of -:£,241; - Should - it. be  ;rade taxable? In my view,.. that 
seis a retrograde .stepeto-take, I don't --like to put the clock 

backe'-'.-I•Wishnwe.-couldebring everybody-Into-  the 'fold and' treat . 
everybcd in the. sem. way. The' other .viewethat I take is . 
preciaely.,tha point. that Major. 'Peliza -made. If as a result of 
these: people,-  people „belonging.to that group that .Mr Bossano 
mentioned., where', the mople are over '65 and they are fit enough 
to continue in eMPloyment, they have very considerable income 
and yet part of that. income...a/ile a - week, is not taxed whereas 

. a family man with similar income and with family responsibilities 
would pay tax on that element of his income. ..Perhaps we are 
treating one rather wOrse than ;another but I think the principle, • 
there is that it is the young people who are active, who are at 
work, who must „finance the occupational pension and the social 
insurance pensions through their. contributions, that .the elderly 
receive. Because at -the end of the day the young 0-2 today are. 
going to be thee-pensioners of tomorrow and they wile, join that 
elite' and is it bade. in any 'case, that people -over 65, after a 
lifetime of working, should not. be entitled to that and if they 
are very .well off in a place like' Gibraltar where we' are still 
a wary close knit community and where the elderly still hone'
their own childeen and their own grand children close to them, 
if the elderly have income to spare it will be f-or the benefit 
of their families, of the next generation. I don't think that 
is a bad principle, I think it is a good approach on which.we 
should try to build rather than ask ourselves are we going too 
far. I don't-think that we are going to far because it seems to . 
me as one looks around that, by and large, people at work are 
able' to afford to pay' the contributions and-  the tax, we have 
got a high level of taxation, but having regard to consumer 
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spending and so or. I think they are able to afford that and it 
is right and prsper that in this community we should have this 
state of affaine. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I do not quite gather from that intervention from 
the Minister whether he is going to agree to. the amendment or 
not. I. hope he is going to agree to the amendment as well. I 
think. he hit the nail on the head when he said we want to build 
on it. That-is. what we want .to do. If we are going to be 
logical, you are talking of state pensions and we have two of 
them tax free, yea cannot use an argument for making the third 
taxab..e merely the fact that some people in the third group 
have meney and therefore • they are going to-get it tax free and 
why should they; because if you use that argument then you 
yourself should be .saying: "Well, but in my Social Insurance 
Scheme. teere are also people that- have Jot a lot cf money who 
are g.e.`,1- ing it tax free. And-.in my retirement pensions there 
may 'be people who :are also getting money tax free." , Therefore 
to .be logical, you either apply your tax principle to the three 
groups or you don't apply it to any of them and then by all . 
means review the whole. sii.uation., review the 'whole law, and 
change it 'to bring, VOSS ibly better. equitable distributien. 
But in.; is wrong, ie. ay view, to make the lot of the lower or 
middle income groups, I don't know what lots we are talking 
about_to:a - cernain extent, to refuse to make their lot better -
because .in the higher groups some; are going to benefit when you 
don't apply the sere principle..in the Social Insurance 'Scheme 
or in the retirement pension. ache= Mr Speaker, it is a well 
...Enewn fact..., 'A lot of- people in the Social. Insurance Scheme 

11-Ive contributed throughout -.the in lives. Agreed. But, there 
a:qe a significant.• or - insignificant number, I am not sure how 
many there are, who have contributed very little and are 
enjoying the whole tax-free pension of about ,£40 a week for a 
contribution, in some cases, of as little. as £250. In the same 
way, I am not saying that that's the majority of the people 
in the,. scheme but those few people can be equated with the few 
neople that are going eto get „tax-free elderly persons pension 
today, If, ..we are 'going to object to them getting it why shouldn't 
we object to the others getting them as well? I think that if 
this Bill is passed; I .don't think it will shake the integrity 
of the. Social .Inserance Sthene. ,I think what it will bring 
gout is that it sill put riche a sense of injustice that 
exists, because 'I think the. 111.3iister said we all live looking 
over :our shouleersa the senso. of injustice that exists between 
people, of similar income groups who see that they are being 
charged £2 or a‘ week, whilst the fellow next door possibly 
with more money than him, is not paying anything on £40 a week. 
Mr Speaker, I think. that the .people in receipt of elderly persons 
pensions; the lower middle groups, are punished enough, as it 
were, in that they are not part of the. Social Insurance Scheme 
and cannot enjoy the 41.0 a week pension which others can. In 
some CCS€S they were not able to get in, they were not allowed 
to come in, even if they wanted to in some cases it was no 
longer possible because ce the "law or whatever. 
Let vs try and bring some sense of equality as far as 
state pensions are concerned' as between recipients of state 
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pensions. If, as a result of bringing that equality, the 
Government feel that some people who are mach better off are 
.getting an teawholeso benefit, then let them review the 
three social insurance schemes. I like the ilia, Mr Speaker, 
that they.should be tax free. It is very niee for people 
receipt of social insurance pensions and I support thit 
continuing in the Social Insurance Seheire. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Is the Honourable Member declaring a potential interest? 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Yes, very much so. I hope by then it will be about £70 a 
week by the time I reach the age. It may be a very good thing. 
But I think that state pensions, this group of three, should be 
treated in the same way and then if this requiree further 
amendment or a review of the pensions legislation let it occur, 

.let is happen -to get a fairness between the different geonps of 
-the . community. • At the moment it. is not fair that somebody who 
has a very small amount of income compared co whet people new 
'enjoy today, it is unfair that people with .ge,000 or. £3,hu0 a 
year should be paying tax whereas people with £5,000 -and £6,000 
and £7,000 a year are not paying a penny tax, that is unfair.,  
and is socially unjust and I therefore commend the. amendment 
to the 14.ouse. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

ArZything I .say the Honourable the Leader-of the Opposition can 
reply to. I -am not trying to remain behind it is just that I 
thought that I should make a small contribution as it has given 
me a better opportunity of answering some of the points. I 
'think it ought to be accepted that we feel that there is a 
matter of principle here and that therefore the reasons why we 
do it which is as the Minister for Labour has said not popular, 
are honestly felt and they are felt for good reasons a: ye 
consider-  them. I was one of those who said; "Well, al.aight, 
if we cannot get this thing tax-free let us carry on increasing 
them." The increase,  that is being proposed now will cest within 
a full year, 1170,000. The non-contributor, elderly parsons pension 
is costing us something like Ll-m. This anomaly about the social 
insurance pension not being taxed of course arises out of the 
reasons given the the Minister. What has not been-slid is that 
even if people have this benefit, the tax on this benefit only 
reaches people with more than £40 a week. There are only 20 
couples in Gibraltar who are all receiving elderly persons 
pension who are in receipt of supplementary benefit because they 
are aged over 65 which means that they have so little income 
that the elderly persons pension alone is not enough. If people 
really were in that category, more people vere suffering severely 
because of the elderly persons pension being taxed then they 
would -come under this if they were but from the amount of 
allowances we have which were recently increased, both the 
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personal ellowances and the old people's allowances as has 
been said it is £40 a week. My experience in this matter is 
that the reople who feel most strongly about it are the eecple 
who leas't need that the pension be made tax free. That is my 
personal experience. 'have only had one perecn in receipt of 
an occueat'.onal pension who felt strongly but the bulk of the 
people w:o got together, who started agitating for this are the 
people whO say that their handsome income is suffering the 
raeages of inflation and they don't see why they should pay 
tax on this. That is what has not really 'convinced me. We 
have to make an in-depth study of the question of social 
insurance, generally, but we are not ready fcr that now because 
we are doing something which I think is much more urgent in a 
way and that is the in-depth study which the Financial and 
Development Secretary stated is being done on the question of 
income tax. In the light of that study we might be able to 
look at this cee.-estion and see whether the money that we are 
going' to have £55,000 or £60,000 that would be lost which 
could better be used in another way, whether we can limit that 
amount of loss in order that people who do deserve it get it and 
by, all means let us have a means test if nedessary• and make the 
people who most require it have it I am not saying that we 
are going to do it, I am saying that we are going to look at 
it in the context the tax question but only in the context 
of the tax creeeticn at this stage. I am sere that looking at 
the whole questicn cf the social insurance at - this stage for 
the moment certainly it is not really on for the number of 
commitments that .we have in many areas of Government. It would 
be silly to say that we are going to do it to get out of it but 
in -she context of the in-depth study in the income tax we might 
be able to look at this and see whether we come up with something 
that will if not meet the whole purpose 'of the amendment meet to 
some extent those who need most because that is really in the 
final analysis what we want and that is that whatever money there 
is ig 'spread out as equitably as possible because the money comes 
from the people. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I can understand the many  commitments the Government 
has, Like paying £700,000 in respect of the Varyl Begg Sstate. 

MR SAAKFR: 

`Le.t us not digress from the subject under discussion. 

HON'CHIEF MINISTER: 

When I said commitments I didn't speak of financial commitments, 
I spoke about commitments of policy and of time in the voting. 
It w d be silly to say we are going to have an in-depth study 
on s ocial insurance at a time when we were having one in income 
tax and there is the Port study, there are quite a number of 
very important matters going on which keep Ministers completely 
busy, I wasn't talking about money commitments. 
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THE PUBLIC  UTILITY UNDERTAKINGS (AMEND; NT) BILL. 1980  

clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to and stood .part Of the Bill.. 

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the 

THE SUPMEMENTARY APPROPRIATION j1980/81) (No. 2) BILL. 1980 

Clause 1 was agreed to and stand part of the Bill. 

Schedule  

Consolie a ted Fund Schedule .of Supplementary Estimates 
1980/81) Item 1 Head 2 Customs was agreed to. 

Item 2 Head 3 Educa',:ion was agreed t o. 

Item 3 Head L Electricity Undertaking  

(N 2 of •• 

HON G RESTANJ: 

Woule the Government give us an explanation of the £81,500. 

HON P J ISOLA : 

Mr Speacer, the Honourable and Learned Chief Minister just has 
not addressed himself tO the question of principle that7_1.i . . 
involved, es, indeed, the Minister for Labour has net. He has 
thrown a smoke screen over the issue by talking of pooele on 
the breadline who cannot live on their £10.50 a week whine 
obviously they can't will get a supple mentare t.enefit 'bUt you'. 
are talking of the breadliners there, we are not talking about 
the 'bre adliners the great majority of 'people in receipt of 
social insurance pensions are not breadliners, the great 
majority of people in, receipt of retirment peezions are not 
breadliners and the Honourable and Learned - the. Chief Minister 
says they can put it right by putting the pension up. So what 
do• they, do, they put it up 16.6% whereas in the social insurance 
and in the retirement it is 17% or 18%.. The same percentage? 
The same percentage but £1.50 is very different to £6 obviously. 

HON A J CANSPA: 

£6 is for a couple, don't talk of £1.50; that is for a single 
person. 

HON P J ISOLA:  

The Hon 0' .Bossano 
the Hon A J.  Haynes 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hoe A T •Loddo 
The Hon Majoe -R J .Peliza 
rihe Hon G T Resteno 
The Hon W T Scott' 

The following Hon Members voted against: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon A J Ca.nepa 
The Hon F J Dellipiani 
The Hon N K Featherstone 
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan 
The Hon J B Perez 
The Hon Dr R G Valarino 
The Hon H J 2ammitt 
The Hon D Hull 
The Hon R J Wallace 

The amendment was accordingly .defeated and Clause 2 stood part 
of the Bill. 
The Lang Title was agreed to ;Ind stood part of the Bill. 

But we are talking here of a matter of prtnciela that appears 'to 
elude the Chief Minister and the Minister for Labour. It is 
simple principle you have get .three, sets of state pensions two 
of which you give tax free, no matter the means of the person at 
all, and the: third one you dons  t give tax free. The' third one 
you use for discrimination purposes, I suppose. The Chief 
Minister wants to make an in-depth atudy.• We know how long the 
in-depth -studies of the Government take .• we know„ we have 
experience in this House of the in-depth study of the Governnent. 
An obvious one was the Preece, Cardew and Ryder Report., four 
years for the in-depth study. We are used to that. What we are 
asking the Chief Minister and his colleagues in the Government 
is to'let a few people if you like, get away with paying tax, 
you are losing £60,000, that is peanuts for the Governmnt with 
the way they spend the taxpayers money. It is peanuts for the 
Government, let a few people get away with that but let us bring 
a sense of justice .amongst the great majority of the' receipients 
of the state pensioee, a sense of equality in our .immunity xhi ;h 
today they do not 'neve and if by chanin,g this law this would bring 
the in-depth study on, fine, we could have it by the next meeting 
if the Goverment wanted and then you change the law and the guys 
who just thought they were going to get 50% tax rebate will find 
it only lasted two months. We do not mind that but what we do 
mind and -.what we are strongly in favour of is eouality of treat-
ment between taxpayers of the three state pension schemes. 

Mr Speaker then put the question and on a vote being taken the 
following Hon Members voted in favour: 



HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, the £81,500 is the hire charge to the 31st March 
1983. and the installation coats. This is composed of £65,000 
which is hire, £15,000 in installation costs, and s.',I,500 which 
are the four silenCers. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

How much for the installation') 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

£15,000. 

HON ei T RESTANO: 

Would the 'Minister say why it has been necessary to hire these 
foie:,  generating sets? 

HON DR R 0 VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, Mr Restano has asked.a question to which he knows 
the answer, this is to cover the period, as stated in. the Prese 
Release of I believe it was in August, to cover the period in 
which we bac. some engines out of action and in fact if he looks, 
and I am SI.J.26 he has got a copy of the Press Release of 28 August.  
1980, he will find the answer there, that after review of th?. 

- whole situation which included the situation of the generatiee 
station and. the problems with the engines, the Government had 
decided to acquire self-contained skid mounted alternators in 
order to improve the situation. 

HON G T RESTANC: 

Was this an ad hoc decision, Mr Speaker, or was that incleded 
the Preece, Cardew and Ryder Report? 

HON DR R G VAL.ARINO: 
1 ON DR R 'IALARINO:'  

obvious? 

HON DR R G VALARINC: 

Mr Chairmar, if the Honourable Member had been in Gibraltar at 
the tire he would have been able to go back to the Tress Release 
in eee3tion and he would have There out that it was as a review 
of the whole situation. Therefore, it was a measure that was 
taken then and not related to the PCR Report which has been 
previously reported on. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Did the Government receive any advice from the -Consultants on the 
hire of these engines? 

HON D R G VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, I 'still think that to acme extent we are pre-empting 
the motion because I intend to deal fully with these questions 
in my reply to the Honourable Member's motion.. I still feel that 
we would be pre-emptete a motion which as the Member has not been 
successful in obtairff.ng an answer at Question tite „ he is now.  
trying through his so-zalled parliamentary procedure get me to 
answer these specific questions. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Chairman, is the Minister saying that the parliamentary 
procedure is wrong? I think he said that the so-called 
parliamentary procedure which allows re to ask questions 
because the Government is coming here asking for £81,500 and he 
doesn't want)me to ask any questions? Of course we will ask 
questions because perhaps these £81,500 we have to pay just for 
the hire of the machines is because Government didn't take the 
original decision which was recommended to it by the consultants 
to buy a 5-megawatt engine many years ago. Anyway, Mr Chairman, 
how reueh would it have cost to purchase rather than hire these 
sets? 

Mr Speaker, ate I intend to say in the motion, this decision by 
Government was not in the Preece, Cardew and Ryder Report, in 
fact, this is obvious, and this was really done in order to 
improve the situation and since Government kiew.the problems that 
the electricity cuts were bringing to the people, they had the 
people's consideration very much at heart. 

HON MAJOR R 3 PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say why it is chirious. that this is 
not contained in the Preece, Cardew and Rider Report, Wny is it 
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Mr ;?.airman, the•Government considered that hiring was the 
cheapest way in which these sets could be obtained. There were 
three options open to us. One was the purchase, one was the hire 
and one was to lease. The cost .of the equipment would have been 
in the .region of £395,100. The cost of the equipment,, the equip-
ment means all as far as I am concerned. I don't know how 
Members opposite will take this. 
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hON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

If you give us the information we will know about it. 

HON DR R VALARINO: 

This is why we have gore for the hire of these sete.. The hire 
of these sets will be 81,546 per,month for the equipment during 
the first 18 months. This method.-  of paytert obviate the need 
for the earlier and substantial capital outlay inherent in a 
purchase agreement. Moreover, under the hire agreement the 
hirer would be .responsible for major repairs. This is why 
we have gone in for hire and not for purchase and I will-be 
repeating this in my answer to the motion of the Honodrable 
Member. 

EON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister, purely on a mathematica] basis. 
The hire is .E1,546 per generator, there are four of them, how 
did he arrive at the figure of  

MR SPEAKER: 

I. think the' Minister has said the equipment includes the four, 

EON DR R 0 VALPRINO:  

HON M,J0R R J FELIZA: 

Has the Minister aay idea for how long we will have to use it? 

. . 
101 DR R G VALAPINO:-  

Mr Chairmen, Sir, we have hired this equipment. for 18 months 
and we hale an option to continue this until 24 months, Sir. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Chairman, to hire it for 18 months represents 50% of the total 
:ost of the purchasing of the machines, and even then there might 
be a necessity, as the Honourable Minister has said, to further 
extend the period of hire, bringing the hiring charge closer to 
the purchasing price. 

HON DR F. G VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, any mathematician amongst us will realise that 
this is not so because that is only an extra 6 months and in 
fact the following six months the hire charge will d.7-op but if 
we bought the sets we would ?lave found ourselves with fair sets 
which are not new, they have been in use and certainly the price 
of theSe sets would be pre-V.5r low and the hire agreement is 
much more to our SatisfactiOn than to purchase this plant which 
in time me 3hell be able to return to the manufacturers. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I think the Minister got the question-wrong or I did not 
explain myself clearly. What I said' was for how long does - he 
.reckon we shall need the use of this plant, 18 months? What 
about the lease,. I don't think you gave us the figures for the 
le are . You s aid there were three methods, purchase, hire and 
'.easing. 

HON DR R G VA,,AT INO: 

No, Mr Cha it an, on the lease we had various telltative approaches 
but ..n fact the figures were so high on a lease that unfortunately 
we could certainly not accept the lease terms. 

• 

. HON MAJOR R - J PELIZA: 

But has the Minister got the figures for the lease? 

. The equipment includet the four and the price is 811.546 per 
month. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Then it is not 81,546. 

HON DR 11 0 VALARINO:,  

Sorry, 811,546 per month. . 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Could I ask the Minister then when:do W3 Start paying, I 
.suppo se, when they arrive? Am I right 12-4 thinktng that Jt 
Would be aboUt £144,000 to hire the equipment? 

HON DR R. 0 VALARINO
HON DR R G VALPRINO: 

Mr Chairman, 12 months we have calculated it rill be £138,552.
I haven't actually got the figures with me of the lease but I 
can find out the figures for the Honourable Member and I shall 
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let him haie it before the end of this meeting. 

HON G T RESTLNO: 

What is the normal life span of these machines? 

HON DR R 0 VALARINO: 

MreChairman, I am not a technical man. 

EON P J ISOLA:. 

Hasn't theAqinister got civil servants to help him on that poirel 
'It is usual for the Minister to have his civil servant when • 
answering nnestions. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

I' beg yete pardon, yes I was going.to answer it. Obviously, 
this depends how much you run the machine. If the machine is 
run relatively heavily the life span is 5 6 years. On the 
other band, if the machine is only used, say, at.peek time the 
machine could be running for about 10 years. 

HON '0 PESTANCn 

So, in fact, if Government were to purchase. rather than ;Wet 
hire these machines it would have a minimum of 5 years and a 
maximum of 10. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think the Honourable Member said that they were not new 
madhines. 

HON. DR R G VALARINO: 

They are ^ex machines, Sir. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

On the contrary, he said they were used. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

This has not been said anywhere. 
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

With all dne respect, Mr Speaker; if you look at Hansard, that is 
whatethe Ministee said. 

HON CHIEF 1INISTER:i 

He coed that he had been offered, on lease, other second-hand 
machines that were not acceptable. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I thought that one of the reasons why we were hiring them and 
not buying them was because they were second-hand. 

HCN DR R 0 VALARINO: 

Iii answer to the Honourable Mr Restano's question if we export 
the machines we would keep them fOr five years, there are two 
things mitigating against his concept. One is that these machines 
run on light fuel, tberefore e  they are more costly and, secondly, 
as he well knows, tenders have already been zeceived for the new 
generating.  station, the new generating station will start with 
bigger machines and the oil used will be heavy oil which will be 
much cheaper than the oil used in the smaller machines that we 
have hired temporarily. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Chairman, .Can I ask on a point of clarification. The Minister, 
referring to Jetty No 5, the new generating station, used the word 
machines in the plural. Are we to understand that. the contract 
is for two machines rather than for one? Is this what Government 
has decided, to instal two machines at the outset or just the one? 

HON DR R 0 VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, we are still moving in the direction of the motion 
in Welch I intend to say all this. The tender 'of the new 
neneeaeing station at No 5 Jetty is for one 5-megawatt machine 
with an option for a second 5-megawatt machine in three months' 
tine, 

HON W T SCOTT:.. 

I am grateful, Mi Chairman, that the Minister has corrected his 
earlier statement. In any event-, to an earlier question that I 
posed, will the Minister confirm that at a hire charge of 
Z11,546 a month and the terms being a minimum hire period of 
18 Months; andafter excluding the £15,000 installation the .. 
Government will be• looking for something, eventually, in excess 
or £200,000. 
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HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Er Chairman;. the :hiring is for an 18 tmmths period timea I 
think we have mentioned as well in one of our press releaseriC 
that we have tried not to go much further above the figure of 
£200,000. We must also remember that if we bought these 
machines and we kept them for any length of time, maintenance 

.
of 

these machines would be pretty costly and would hirther increase 
the amount we have -to spend oa theae . machines whereas -at the 
moment the main thing is to have these machihes on hire to be 
able to serve the people whilst we are constructing and 
building the new station that we are equipping the new station 
because this is our aim, our aim is the new station and this is - 
only four temporary skid mounted new geherating seas, 

EON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Chairman, may I make just one comment, not on the temporary 
side of it,.but.can I make one comment.on this. It seems that 
these, tachinesathataare being brought are runaoh light fuel Oil 
which is the-test expensive. It seems that these machines that 
have been brOught are very expensive to maintain. Anal right? 

MR SPEAKER:.e 

Which machines are you -- talking about? 

HON P J ISOLA: 

The skid ones. I am only saying what the Minister has said. 

HON. DR R 0 VALARINO: 

_EraChairnan, if the Honourable MeMber will give way, I haVEL 
said that they will be expensive to maintain if we bought them f 
for a period as the Honourable Menber, Ma ReetanO has ese.d., The 

. fact that we are hiring for 18 months, they are new machines, • 
they would practically need no maintenance, apart from the usual 
routine overhaul and we Will be able to save a fair amount--of time 
by hiring these machines which are brand neward not se-:cad hand. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I am grateful to the Minister because that has changed completely 
what he was saying. My Honourable F:iend on my left was asking 
him why not buy them and one of the reasons tbe Minister gave 
against that course was becaUse the maintenance was expensive and 
it was going to be done by the people and now we know that the • 
actual maintenance is only routine and therefore minimal. What 
I wanted to ask is, in view of the light fuel oil that is being . 
used can Laskerepeat the 'question that was asked by my Honourable 
Friend on may right and that is, have the consultants been 
contalted on the type of machine that should be brought. Are there 
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not machines that could have been brought equally well that 
went on the heavy fuel oil, for example, that would have been 
cheaper. other words, I think we want to be re-assured 
having regard to the disasters that we have undergone during 
the last few years in Gibraltar, we want to be reassured that 
proper advice has been taken on this. Can the Minister give us 
that assurance? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, the Minister can give him the assurance that the 
consultants have been seen and that in fact it was precisely 
the consultants who advised us to get these machines. The . 
Honourable and Learned Member is talking about the fact that we 
could aet other machines. This is again in my statement to. the 
House in which I said and may I quote: "A.number of offers were 
received. but the sets offered were individual unite of varied . 
rating and of different manufacture and additionally required an 
sacint of installation werk in terms of bases and auxiliary 
services.", These are skid mounted sets which. are easy to place, , 
they do not nead bases as the ones we have in King's Bastion 
North and King's Bastion South and the main idea of Government 
was to hastar the whole process,. 

''HON P J ISOLA: 

Is it correct to oey then that because of the urgency .of the' 
situation, the Government had to get what could be brought 
quickest as'opposed to what was cheapest, or the best? 

HON R G VA:A:ZINO: 

Mr theirman, there are three questions in that, first of all, 
was it the best.. We have from the consultant engineers that 
these machines were the best. (2) He mentions whether we could 
bring what was ..quickest and not' what was cheapest. We had to 
bring equipment which would serve us over a period of time and 
in fee% we are getting a very good deal from these people. To 
bring another machine would probably have cost almost as much 
and certainly it world have taken a great deal more amount of. 
time because we wc,ald have needed not only auxiliary services but 
we would have needed to have laid down a concrete base which would 
have taken a f.iar amount of time. 

HON P J 
We are talking really here of a hire charge. as opposedto 
buying. Has the Government taken into consideration the 
fact in deciding whether to hire or to buy (a), and. _I am not 
doing this critically, its own record on slippage of ocntracts. 
It is a fact there has been slippage and Honourable Members have 
often got up on the other side of the House and said this is 
inevitable, therefore, their own record on slippage and, of course, 
the record of slippage of outside contractors not just the 
Government, and therefore-taking into consideration thatathese 
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Machines may well be needed for a-much'Ionger period the the 
Government in-  its optimism that it will_ get things rignt feele v ' 
• that is one point. The other point is, has the Government 

considered the fact that at the moment we have ecmething like 
14nmagawatta ofgemrating power. We never had:a.datailed 
eipIanation bet it is a matter, I suppose, of public anowledge 
that all these machines are in their dying throes and it is 
also known--that—they arecanstantly breaking down.and that, 

--therefore, the provision of a 5-megawatt . generator at the end 
of the 12 month period or 18 month period may not,. in fact, 
solve the situation et all and therefore it may necessitate the 
continued presence of the skid generators for possibly one or 

. 'tw o years more if not tore. In those circumstances, would a 
decision to hire taken now be a wise one as against a decision 
to purchase outright? 

• 

-HON DR R G VALARINO: : 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the .Honourable and Learned Meit,er still 
insists that to purchase the machines would have been a better 
idea. I have tried' to point out that our main aim is the new 
generating station at No 5 jetty. Slippage has occurred in 
various projects, in fact, we are already going ahead with this. 
• He knows very well• that two contracts have bece received and • 
have been evaluated and this is known both publicly and he 

%-knows it himself. We have got this hi-e agreement for a peried. 
of 18 months. We aim not to make it ere longer than 18. months 
but should itebefer any longer as I have said before anything' 
up to two.years the hiring price will decrease and therefore I 

n am sure that the:best method is to hire the machines and not to 
buy them and at the end of the day fine ourselves with four 
machines that we are unable to get rid of. 

'MR SPEAKER: 

I think we have now talked enough:on whether it should be bought 
or leased. The Minister has given an exolicit answer as to why 
he felt that leasing was better. • 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Can Government explain whether they- encountered any problem in 
taking the machine teethe site and did these problems, if any, 
result in greater expenditure? 

HON DR R 3 VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, I don't know what the Honourable Member means 'ay 
problems. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

What the machines installed according to a plan designed or 
thought out before the machines arrived or was there any 
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alteration to the design? 

HON In.Et R G VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, the Honourable Member obviously missed my 
appearance on television in which I  

MR SPEAKER:" ' 

We must be careful. Members are answerable for what they do in 
the House and not for what they say outside. 

HON DR R 0 VALARINO: 

I produced detailed drawings of what we were going to do and 
',here we were going to put the machines and the siting of the 
machines.. 

'MR SPEAKER: 

I think whet you are being asked is whether the estimate af 
installation has been higher than what was. first agreed upon. 
I thr..ne basically, that is the question. Whether there has 
been any or not is another matter: 

HON DR R 0 VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, we have installed one machine and the other three 
machines are expected towards the end of the week. The first 
machine is in the process of being commissioned and the other 
three will be installed. This is an installation charge that we 
felt was a reasonable one but, really, until we instal all four 
machines it will be difficult to estimate exactly what the 
insta.liation costs would be. 

HON A. J HAYNES: 

Do the installation ccets as such include the building of a 
bridge from King's Beslion to the promenade? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, if the Honourable Member has time I will show him 
what was built. We built a catwalk between the generating 
station and the proMenade so that people would have access to 
the machines and the cable would go on via the catwalk therefore 
providing access to the generating station. We have built a 
catwalk and this catwalk has been built by our own men. The 
cost of the catwalk is included in this figure. 
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HON A J BAYNES: 

Can the.  ,Linister tell .us• whether in fact an alternative method 
of getting the workers to the' machines has not been-subseqeently. 
thought of which would have been much cheaper i.e. kneekih the 
wall of a store room Connecting 'Kings.  Bastion' with the Generating 
Station. Or is'he not aware? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

I dentt know'whatthe•HanotirableMenber is referring to. In 
fact, as . eI have mentioned before, I would like him to come and 
see and .to tell me where this quick exit lies.. We have installed 
the-catwalk because it is the only method of getting to the  
Boulevard.. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Can the Ministerte11 us whether he anticipates a great deal of 
noise to emanate from these machines? 

HON DR R GNALARINO: 

Mr Chairman; we-have already run one. These are fitted with 
residentiaIesilencers. Obviously since they are Machines there:. 
will be e certain amount of neice. - 1 may add_ that: get 
a greatdeal of nri:e from the (ther enaines in Rinse. Bastion 
South and Kings Bastion North.. Noise in this area unfortunately 
is something that we have to out up with. We either have noise,  
in this area or we have no power. 

HON A J BAYNES: 

Is the noise going to be of a great volume or not/. If, for • 
instance, the noise is tole excessive then one 'questions (1) 
the validity of the choice of place and .(2) whether these 
machines 

Tit .SPEAKER: 

We are not going to g.) into that now. I think the henourable , 
the Financial and Devclopment Secretary wanted to say something.  

be-,extrearely•dlfficult.e If We did require the machines over 
the period of 24 months, which has been suggested by a Member 
opposite, we hava got an option to purchase and we would be 
able to purchase if we required them permanently at- very • 
favourable terms because they are here and they have "seen used. 
They would prte.acly• let them at about 30% of the cost of the 
rachines new. 

HON P 0-  ISOLA: 

Can I ask the Financial and DevelopmentHecretary it there is 
an agreement to this effect because otherwise the Governnent 
could be in the hands of the hirers, the hirers could say: "Your 
hire term is over, you send me the machines back in accordance 
with your contract". . Unless the terms of purchase areyln writing 
now, would not the Government be in danger of finding itself 
having to pay whatever was asked in an emergency situation. I • 
think that is a very important point because we have had this 
before, 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVE1OPMENT:SECRETARY: 

There is no agreement on Vle actual,cost. 

HON A J 

A Mr Speaker;. on the point of noise. Will the Minister consider 
d running a survey now, in the area where the:  machines are to be 

installed aince.in that way you will be able to tell what the 
H output of noise, in fact, is? 

J B PEREZ 7. 

This is, in fact now being done by the Environmental Health 
Officers. 

HON A J HAMS: 

So do I to it then that if the decibels of noise recorded at 
a.:.ater etage exceed the noise volume prescribed by law as. 
he0e.hy, that the Government-will consider making compensation 
to those affected? 

• 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I wanted to speak on the hiring or purchase of these machines. 
What I would like. to make 'quite clear is :that the decieion to 
hire ins tead of purchase was on the advice of officials.inithe 
Treasury. We went very carefully into the pros an cons of 
whether to hire or pUrchase and on the basis of a 24 months 
period of hire it was to our advantage to hire: rather than 
purchase particularly as if we purchased, a sale erten two years might 
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YM SPEAKER: 

No, we are not going to debate this now. 

LON MAJOR R J FEL:2A: 

May I raise a point because I think the Financial Secretary brought 
in a new aspect of the purchase or hire side. I think that- be 
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has introduced a new asoect of it and I wonder whether the 
hGoverment" should not give very careful thought to buy rather 
thanttb hire.' I say thit Mr Speaker, because let us fact it, • 
the generating station is in a very critical stage, there is no 
doubt about it. 

HON CHIEF' MINISTER: 

If:the.Honourable Member will give way for.one moment. I let 
• the..Leader.of the Opposition say something unchallenged because 
hthereis going to be a debate but it is complete nonsense to 
talk about the engine's being at the end of their life. There 

,• are two. engine rooms and of course the old engines are being in 
'a. state where their natural life has to be. kept up with care 
7- betause they are oven 30 years, but engine No 13 in King's Hation. 
North is only 7 or 8 years old and.this . has got .5 megawatts ..anal 
when this is working perfectly well and No 11 when it gets better, 
these are all. engines which have a very good life span ahead. 

'IteisJthe engines-  at the old power station that are kept 'up and 
these are the ones that use the light fuel oil. There it uo 

.question of talking or perpetuating this myth that the whele of 
the station is in a bad - state. All this will come out in the 

hdebate but it is better than One 'should deny this because by a 
series of repetitions.  which remain unchallenged it can finish 
:up by being a myth which is believed. 

HON_P J 

/t 18  the Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister who is 
getting under a Myth, We are not aiving under any myth, we are 
living under constant power cute and for many months, for two 
year's, and-  the only explanation it can have is that either the 

hmachines are old and are dying and cannot be maintained or that 
,the Government hasn't got enough generating capacity and that 
,is why we are all here arguing about an emergency situation. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I would like to carry on what I was saying before I was 
interrupted.' 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. You have asked whether Government will reconsider their 
decision instead of hiringlto buy there machines. 

HON MAJOR P J PELIZA: 

One" reason is, Mr Speaker, that it is Obvious that the 
situation is too critical, that slippage dces exist in Gibraltar, 
this is the way it always happens, that if in the end wears 
going to pay more" for buying it, is it not better to buy it now? 

ER SPEAKER: 

Order. We have hae that for the last half hour. We will get 
the Minister-to answer that. ' 

HON MhJOR R J PELIZA.: 

Is it not worth it, for the amount that we are going to spend 
by hirinh, if all goes well and the amount that we are going to . 
lose if it doesn't go well, isn't it worth it to buy and to have 
those machines standing by? 

HON" AR k G VALARINOt 

This is again a hypothetical question and the answer to that one 
it. no. 

HOh 1 T PESTANO: 

On the £15,000 instaLiation Mr Speaker, did this ever go out to 
tender? Was it publisied in the Gazette? 

HON M I FEATHERSTONE: 

I am not sure of that but it went out to tender and two or three 
firms did tender. • 

HON P J ISOLA:- 

Was it not a restricted tender in that only 4 or 5 firms were 
invited to tender? That is my information. 

HON M K FEAThERSTONE: 

I am nof cure of that but I do know that it went out to tender 
and thene were at least three firms that tendered. 

'ION G T RESTANOf 

Conli the Minister find out whether in fact it was a. restricted 
tender? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, I will have that information this afternoon. 

HON W Th SCOTT:.. 

Can.  I ask the Government to confirm that the cost of the hire or 
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probably subsequent purchase of these.machines will not be,  
reflected in increased electricity charges to consumers. Can 
I ask for that confirmation? 

HON DR R 0 VALARINO: = 

Ycu can ask it, Mr Chairman, but certainly I cannot give you 
that confirmation. 

HON'W T SCOTT: 

Is the Government therefore saying that it intends to reflect 
the cost of the machines on electricity chargesT 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, I have not said anything like that. . 

HON P J 

Will electricity consumers be paying the cost inetived in tle 
hiring of this machinery, reflected in increased electricity 
charges? Will that be the case or will the Government, heyi.ng. 
got .us into this mess, decide it should be subsidised from 
general revenue? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, the answer is that this will be a decision taken 
by Government. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER:. 

It will be reflected in the general posPtion .of the situation 
and other costs of the electricity, other oharges in eleetrickty 
arising out of maintenance ete and if it.is necessary it will 
have to be but it is very difficult, it is a hypothetical question 
now as to hoe it is going to be reflected because then: nachines 
are going to produce electricity for which people ire going to 

.pay. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Would it not be fairer 'on electricity consumers generally if the 
Government regarded this amount as part — it was never envisaged, 
I know, originally — as part of the electricity development scheme 
and therefore in terms of long term finance as opposed to short 
term finance. In other words, that the consumers of today 
should not have to pay what apparently the Government consider. now 
to be a necessary piece of what is essentially capital equipment. 
Can we have an assurancei on. that? 
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HON FINAI;?:II.L AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Chairman,,Sir,.when it comes to looking at the cost of 
capital -equipment of this kind we amortise over a period.. What 
we have not yet decided is what period we. would amortise these 
machines over. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

This is the point, Mr Speaker, that is why I am asking the 
Government for an assurance that this sum, in other words, the 
cost. :the equipment, because the Government chooses to hire 
instead:of to purchase, that the cost will be looked at as a 
capital item to baamortised over a period of years and not 
something to be met by electricity consumers, current electricity 
consumers, who cannot be blamed for the situation that has arisen.' 

MR SPEAKER: 

What the Government is saying is clear. The Government is 
saying that the have not taken a policy decision as to how 
these charges are going to be passed on to the consumer. I 
think Wa-must nct go running round in circles. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Chairman; on a point of clarification. We. will amortise it, 
what we haven't decided yet is the period over which one will 
amortise it. That depends on the life of the.  machines and various 
other factors, • 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Can 'e take it on the point of noise that though Government would go 
to the effort of making a survey they enly intend to ignore it 
if it' is unfavourable. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, order. That 63 hypothetical. 

HON J BOSeLNC:' 

Surely, Mr Speaker, the question of the period of time over 
which the cost would be amortised would arrive if we bought the 
equipment end we were amortising it over its useful life but if 
ea are hiring it on a monthly basis then we will only amortise 
le, over a period under which we are going to be owning it which 
is the months during which we are hiring it. Otherwise you are 
going to amortise something that is no longer there, that has 
been shipped back to England. 
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EON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I am not sure whether that is a question or a statement. 

EON J BOSSANO: 

It. is a statement that I would welcome confirmation of, Mr 
Speaker. Is it not normal practice that if one beye a piece of 
capitalecuipment,• which in that case this shoUld haVe come under 
the IMProeement and DeVelopment Fund, then as the Honourable 
Member has said, the equipment would be amortised over its useful 
life.If he is saying that they intend to amortise the hire 
charged between .now and March over the useful life of that 
equipment but they haven't yet made up their minds what the . • 
• useful life is, I can tell him. The useful life ends in March 
because. that is when the hire charge ends. After March there 
-isnit equipment until we vote money to continue-hiring it. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, we have still to make a decision on the period ovee which 
this will be amortised. 

LEON J BOSSAITO. 

Is' the Honourable Member saying then, that as a matter of 
financial policy, the Government intends new to proceed on the 
basis of amortising assets over periods. of life whiCh include 
years when the assets no longer exist? Is he saying that that 
is a bound accounting principle that we have a nee/line that we 
hire for 18 months and then we amortise it, say, .ever 5 ypare 
notwithstanding the fact that  

MR SPEAKER: 

in fairness to Government what they are saying is that they have 
not taken the matter into ccnsideration and until, such time as they 
do they cannot give yon an answer. 

HON J ROSSANO.: 

I think Mr Speaker, if you will allow'me. I realle think tiet 
as a matter of sound policy, financia,  policy, one cannot really 
say one is speaking of the period over which, one may amortise .an 
asset other than that ono may amortise that asset over a periee 
that is less than its useful life. If this asset is intended to 
last for five years then one can amortise it over five years or 
less than five years. What is to my knowledge unknown in 
accounting practice is to amortise something that has no useful 
value after five yeats Over a ten year period because then it 
would be a totally spurious balance sheete If we are hiring 
this far-  eighteen months then I take'it that the Financial 
Secretary is saying that they do not know whether they are going 
to amortise it over 18 months or less than 18 months. It has 
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nothing to do with the useful life because one would take into 
account the useful life if one bought the asset but not if one was 
hiring it...Am I correct in understanding that that is the way 
the oolicy is being looked at Or are there different criteria from 
the ones understand. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DE7ELOP/eNT SECRETARY: 

What we are saying is that this is an exceptional cost that has 
arisen and because it is cheaper to hire rather than to purchase 
it may be better to amortise the cost or the hire over a period 
to avoid heavy increases in generating charges at this moment 
of time. I think that in accounting term, if you get an 
exceptional expenditure you can pay it off over a period. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I would like to pursue this because I honestly think that the 
Government is making a mistake in hiring this equipment rather 
than hueirg it. In fact, if we are talking about equipment that 
uses li/ht fuel and is held in reserve to fill the gaps when the 
equipment using the heavy fuel is out of action for any reason, 
eureay, we are talking about the same situation now as we have with 
the old generating station where the Old machines mentioned by the 
Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister precisely fufifil the 
sane sort of function, that is, they are machines that are 
expensive to run and use light fuel. Those machines should not 
be running any more, they were due to be taken out of commission, 
to my knowledge, in 1976, I am making a point, Mr Speaker, you 
will see when I have finished. 

MP SPEAXER: 

Fair enough, we are in committee and I take it that you are 
trying to seek information. ' 

LION J BOSSANO: 
• 

I am tryine to put en argument that has not been put before as to 
why it would be peeferable to buy them. The machines, to my 
knowledge, should have in fact been phased out I ".kink as long 
ago ae 197(. eheu there was a question of changine the shift 
arrangemeras in the station on the basis that this old equipment 
could now be scrapped. Experience has shown that we have had to 
reey heavily on those old machines. Therefore, if they should 
have been s crapped four years ago, by having the skid generators 
we may be able to' have the skid generators that can have a useful 
life of up to ten years if they are not used constantly giving 
us the reserve capacity that the old generating station was . 
intended to give us and, in fact, has been. giving us and if it 
hadn't been the case we would have had longer power cuts and over 
longer periods of time. I think that is an important factor which 
indicates that we are going to have to rely on these sets well 
beyond the 18- months. ' • 
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HON MAJOR R J FEL=A:' 

Mr Speaker, on the question of installation. We are paying 
£15,000 for this. Can the Minister say if there is .amy fire 
risk by having the oil fuel on top of the Boulevardl Can, he 
also say why that particUlar place was chosen? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. You are entitled to•ask whether if they had been 
installed soMethere' else the cost would have been more or less. 

HON MAJOR R j PELIZA:' 

Why couldn't another site be chosen, Mr Speaker, which is 
obviously near the station and in my view a far better place 
which is down by the football ground where the cars are parked 
today. 

EON CHIEF. MINISTER: 

you have a motion s aging that the MOO grounds shruld not .be 
touched. 

HON. MAJOR_ R. J ALMA: 

It is not there, Mr' Speaker.- -I think the Hon Chief Minister 
does mot know what I am talking about. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

You don't know what you are talking about. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 
• 

Mr Speaker, I said where the car park is down below by the road 
by Navel' Ground next to the Station, 

HON A CANZPA': 

ReCianation Road. 

HON MAJOR R J rELIZA: 

Not Reclamation Road, on the inside. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Thr:4 is Reclamation Road. 

HON MAJOR n J YELIZA: 

Well, whether you call it Reclamation Road or not it is the one 
that goes round i he grounds, 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

This was considred by the City :Electrical Engineer. and the 
people within the department but it was decided that this held 
a great disadvantage because the lines where we have got the 
machines at present go directly into the switchboard which is 
in the old part of. the station, the South, I don't know if the.  
Honourable Member has been there. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Joae tine ago, in 1946. 

HON DR R G GALIRI);O: 

snere the Honalrabe Member has suggested it would present 
considn'able techm..cal difficulties in bringing. the cables into 
the switchboard and i t was simply just not on. to had to have 
the machinie on the South side of the Station. 

HON MAJOR. E PELIZA: 

what about .the fire risk, is there any fire risk at all? 

HON ER / G VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, as far as I know there is no fire risk. 

HON A T  HAYNES: 

Is any part of this rum intended to go out by way of compensation 
to any of those who can ea'ablish a nuisance by oil pollution. 

HON ER R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker , th a answer is no. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

WC: are voting for this money out of sheer necessity although we 
fel, on this side of the House that the Government should give 
serious consideration to buying the machines. We are going to 
vote for it because the Government needs the money somehow. 



HON J BOSSANO: 

I am abstaining on this item. 

Item 3 Head 4 - Electricity Undertaking was agreed to. 

THE HOUSE RECESSED 4T 1.30 pm. 

THE HOUSE RESUMED AT 3.30 pm. 

• MR SPEAKER: 

• I would remind MeMbert that. we are still on the Schedule of the 
'ApproPriation Bilae 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Mr Speaker, if I may, I said I would give some information ,on 
• Head 4. 'The engineering wcrks were offered to three firms on 
:ee's selective tender basis as they were the three tires that ,we .  
• considered would be the 'three most competent to do the work.. 
:The tenders- came in, one of them was Z12-213,000 and the other. 
two were around the £25,000 so the £12-£13,000 one was given the 
tender. I understand it will come out in the Gazette in due 
course. 

HON G TRESTANOe 
• 

Were there no other fires who could have undertaken this job who.  
have not been contacted under this restricted tender? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Because of the urgency it was given to the three firms who were 
considered to be the most competent. I wouldn't say-there wasn't 
any other firm, it is always poesible that there are others, but 
theSe were the three that were considered aategorywise to be most 
competent. 

HON G T RESTANO1 

Mr Chairman, may I know who took the decision that only these 
three firms should be approached? 

EON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

This is decided in the Public Works Department, partly on the 
past peformance of the firms, partly on the possibility of the 
firm being able to do it quickly in view.of the urgency and partly 
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on firms who have in the past been approached and who have 
. declined to tender, being left out, 

HON G T RESTANOI 

May I aek, as a matter of clarification. Would it not be fair 
that all firms should be apuroached or the tender put out 
publicly rather than selectively. This could possibly lead to 
abuse. 

NH SPEAKER: 

)rder. You have been given information which you can make use 
of at a later stage if you feel you have to but I am afraid we 
,must leave it at that. 

Item 4. Head 5 — Fire Service was agreed to. 

Item 5. Head 7 — House of Assembly was agreed to. 

Item 6 Head'3 - Housing. 

H01.1 T RESTANO1 

Mr Chairman, may I have a more comprehensive explanation to the 
£320,,600? 

HON M K IUTHERSTONE: 

When the Estimates are worked out for the year one workeout 
basically the number of employees in the section and the total 
amount of wages that they will require during the year. Since 
they are employed throughout the whole of the year doing 
requisitions for housing, repairs for housing, etc, it is 
ionsidered correct to put the amount of money involved against 
the Houseng Fund. Some of the money goes against repairs of 
Government property,etc. This year we had hoped that sore of 
that labour eould be able to be employed on doing the backlog 
of housing maintenance but fcr various reasons, come of them 
being that ele backlog of housing maintenance we; already 
mortgaged 7o :ontractors from previous years which we had not 
taken. into account, and the fact that the number of requisitions 
thet we are getting is still very high and is keeping the labour 
force fully employed, we find that the shift of money from the 
I&D Fund, the backlog of housing, will not be able to be effected 
and it will be needed in the recurrent fund. The alternative, 
of course, would be to atop doing requisitions from the tenants 
and dismissing about 300 men which we did 'not think was the 
practical solution. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr ;..airman„ I know there is a substantive motion on this 
subject but are there not quite a number of redundancies from 
the MOD because the building programme there has been down 
considerably? Are there not redundancies then of people who 
could be employed by the Government to do the sort o jets that 
are going to be left aside under this Head? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:  

Item r. Bead 8 - Housing was agreed to. 

Item 7 Head 10' Judicial "(2) Suore e Court  

HON MAJOR R J PELI7.4.7 

Mr Chairman, can we have an explanation as to'why the 
. additional Etaff is required and.mhat have they got to do that 
they didn't do before? 

'ION CHIEF MINISTER: 

I taink if the Honourable Member lived in Gibraltar he would know 
because the Chief Justice made certain comments in his soeech 
e.t the Opening of the Legal Year. He would have read in the 
papers that the Judge made a remark about the lack of staff. In 
fact, the previous Chief Justice had made very strong representa.isi 
tions,staf inspection was carried out and certain additions to 

staff were approved after the staff inspection. I think the 
apoointmettelere either made or are' about to be made and the 
money is required to do that. I think some Members here, 
certainly the Leader of the Opposition, would agree if he were 
here that as legza practitioners we find that the work in the 
Supreme Cdurt had been very heilrily behind because of pressure 
of work which has not been metehed by increased staff. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

The Chief Minister gives the impression that I am objecting to 
this. I am mot. I think we are entitled to know what we are 
voting 212,000 for and what is the work required for. .Two extra 
persona are being employed. What are they supposed to do in the 
Court? 7. think we are entitled to know this. I can read the ' 
newspapee in England just as well as I can do it from here. I 
do receive the Chronicle and I can read it but still I want to 
hear it from the Chief Minister or Whoever is required to give 
the eyplanation in this House. 

HON ATTORNEY-WJERkL 

0.6e is a Higher Executive Officer one Executive Officer and one 
Clericel Officer anJ as they will be working in the Registry 
I do not know exactly what they will be doing but I can assure 
you there is a great deal of work building up in the Registry 
and they are needed. I think it is possibly because of a general 
building up of legal work in Gibraltar. I do not know what the 
Causes are'. 

HON. MAJOR R J P3LIZA: 

Is it tlat we have more cases to attend to or what is the reason 
for the required extra staff? 

If one were to take on those redundancies since one would be 
asking for more money one way or the other. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Surely, the jobs are not going to be done, at least not within 
the programme that the Government had considered that it would 
be done, would the Government confirm this? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 
• • 

I think it is a simplification just to think that the people' 
redundant from the MOD could take over some of these jobs which 
do nott-intend to be done this year' partly because some of them 
are specialised jobs, the people who are redundant from the.MOD 
May not be specialists in this aort-of work and also one ,iOuld 
need a measure of supervisory staff etc which is not available 
and all this would mean taking on extra staff. .The whole thing 
would be a very complicated exercise indeed. 

HON 0 T RESTANO: 

May I ask then when does the Government think that this • 
maintenance will be carried out? 

HON MX FEATHERSTONE: 

Next year, it is being pushed back some six months. 
• 

HON 0 T RESTANO: 

Will it be the same sort of six months as the 18 months the 
Chief Minister said the 5 megawatts generating sat was going to 
be installed? 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

If you look at the Estimates on the amount of revenue that comes 
`A inrespect of exempt companies, you will see that. the workload 
is very heavy on that and that is the answer for a lot of it and 
also, I think, the fact that there are more lawyers means .that 
there is more litigation. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZk: 

Will, this be paid by the extra amount of money coming in from 
those companies that the Chief Minister has mentioned? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Yes. 

Item 7 Head 10 - Judicial (2) Supreme Court was agreed to.' 

: Item 8 Head 11 - Labour and Social Security'was agree to. 

• Item 9 Head 13 Law-Officers. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Chairman, how was'this salary underestimated at the time? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Chairman, two things happened during the year. One was that . 
the Crown Counsel the incumbent of the permanent position, was 
given a Commonwealth scholarship and was sent to England to 

a further.his training and experience and a Crown Counsel has come 
out temporarily to replace him and there is an increase in salary 
because of that. I believe also that at one stage it was 
anticipated that the Crown Counsel would receive less byway of 
assistance from'other sources in taking up .his scholarship than 
in the event proved to be the case and there was an eletent of 
this in it as well. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is the Honourable Member, Mr Chairmen, saying that the present 
incumbent is getting more than the person he- is replacing ane. 
if so, what are the reasons for this? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

He is getting slightly more. The reason is that he has' 24 years: 
experience and he has been here before.. 

2217  

Item 9 Head 13 - Law Officers was agreed to. 

Item 10 Head 1L. - Medical and Public Health. 

HON A•T LODDO: • 

Mr Chairman, under this Head, the £500 was the'cost of medical 
treatment in the United Kingdom for a Moroccan worker. Are the 
Moroccan_ workers entitled to these benefits? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Chairman, I am grateful to the Honourable Member for raising 
that because if he hadn't stood up I was going toask you to 
.allow me to make a contribution for the purpose of giving 
.information to members opposite of a certain development which 
has arisen very recently during the last two months in connection 
with specialised treatment of patients outside GoVernment 
hospitals which. include Moroccan workers resident in Gibraltar. 
Mr Chairman, the position is that this matter was brought to my 
notiee recently that there is a cooperation agreement existing 
betaeee the European Economic Community aed the Kingdom of 
Morocco. This agreement was signed, in fact, over a year ago 
but it has only recently now come into operation, during the 
last two months, in Gibraltar. Inter alia, article 41 in this 
cooperative agreement provides for the medical care fpr the • 
workers.who are resident in the community. As 'a consequence of 
this, I would inform members opposite that cooperation agreements 
are in fact designed as Community Treaties under section 1 
subsection (2) of the European Community's Act by Order in 
Counsee etatutory Instruments 1977 No 2144 and Statutory 
Instruaeet 1977 No 2145. Section 2 subsection (2) of the 
European Community's Ordinance.1972, makes these treaties 
applicable to Gibraltar and section 3 provides for their general 
implementation. It therefore appeared to me, Mr Chairman, that 
failure to sand such a worker for further treatment to the 
United Kingdom would in fact create a breach of a. treaty 
obligation as far as Gibraltar was concerned. I approached. the . 
Attorney-General for his advice only recently on this particular 
point and the advice given by the Attorney-ueneral is that 
Article 41 of the cooperation Agreement in fact makes the 
Gibraltar Governueat liable to provide medical care for 
Moroccan wDtkees resiCen; in_, Gibraltar and as ae adjunct to 
this that if any such worker requires treatment in the United 
Kingdom this should be readily available. Kr Chairman, I aught 
tc 'eiterate the point that this is only applicable to Moroccan 
workers who are resident in Gibraltar who are in fact'full 
contributors to the scheme. On this basis and in view of this 
development, I can assure Members opposite that I intend 'to 
pursue the matter.with the Department of Health in the United 
Kingdom to see if I can get an increase of the free' of charge 
quota of 40 to which we are entitled. Let me add, Mr Chairman, 
for the benefit of members opposite, that tee intention is 
that Moroccan workers who will have to be sponsored to the 
United Kingdom, will not be included in our quota of 40, they 
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will'have to be paid separately out of Government revenue and 
for this purpose I have already beeh in contact with the 
• Department of .Health in. United Kings om and they have alreude 
.said that they are quite willing to accept-thiesc„ategory. of 
patient. Having aaid that, I now come .to answer the question of 
the Honourable Mr Lead() as to this particular Moroccan. This, 
Mr Chairman, was a 7eey.wcrthy case, if I may say so,- it involved 
a Moroccan worker who had been.  in Gibraltar for a number of years 1 
and he had.apprehtly-e-arider of. the throat, the expenses involved 
were around £7,000 and in fact, this problem arose before this 
Treaty had been brcughti,to our notice. 

MR SPEAKER: 

The Treaty was in Operation but you were not awa-e of it. 
• 

HON J B PEREZ: 

'Te were not aware of it and we decided, In ary event, to'make 
a contribution of £500 for the benefit of this particular worker 
who, s I say. had been resident in Gibraltar for a number of 

' years. In faze it was quite a sad case because I think that he 
has now died. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Chairman, I welcome the Minister's statement in so far as he 
Will tryand.get this. treatment for alien workers in. Gibraltar 
treated. separatelyefrom. the quota of 40. I had suspected that 
it was this particular Moroccan but can I ask the.Minieter was 
this particular Moroccan sent because of the Treaty obligation 
or was.it'because it was-  found that he had been wrongly 
diagnosed? 

HON J B PEREZ: 
No, Mr Chairman. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

To clarify my own mind. The position at the moment le that the 
Government is Committed under the Treaty obligations- to rend 
Moroccan workers to the United Kingdom for further treatment 
which cannot be provided here.' I think the Minister has-said-
that he has asked the United Yingdem for extra assistance in 
doing this. I know that at. the Moment the present climate in 
the United Kingdole is to clamp down on expenses: —What will be 
the position of the Government should the request made to the 
United Kingdom be turned down? 
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HON JB PEREZ: 

I cannot give an answer, Mr Chairman, to that. What I did tell 
the Honourable Eember was that in view of this recent development 
whereby we have a Treaty obligation, that I will be pursuing the 
matter quite ctrorghy and I can only do my best. 

HON G T RESal'ANO: 

The undertaking that I would like to hear from the Minister, I 
think he said so but I am not:absolutely sure that he said it 
completely, should the United Kingdom Government refuse to give 
this eoemitment I would like an undertaking from the Government 
that eux own qu)te for Gibraltarians of 40 will not in any way 
he unCermined and that if it is a requirement of the Government 
to sera Moroccan workers who need treatment outside Gibraltar . 
that it will in no way inhibit or restrict the 40 Gibraltarians. 

HON J 2 IEREZ: 

I think the Honourable Member has missed the point. What I am 
saying is that we new have a Treaty obligation as far as the 
Moroccan workers are concerned but this does not affect our quota 
sf h0 in any event, we still have a quota of 40. What I intend 
eo lux sue is to have his quota of 40 as far as Gibraltarians are 
concerned, increased. It is quite clear that in any event during 
the years we it crease our cuota, we are now I think around 52 so 
we have increased our quota purely for Gibraltarians which we 
are paying, this is the money'you are being asked to vote now - • 
£23,000. The quota as far as Gibraltarians are concerned is 40 
vhich I would like to see increased: In other words, I feel' it 
is inadequate and I would like to get en increase. The question 
of Noroccans does not come into the quota at all. We have to 
pay for that, it is a Treaty obligation and there is nothing 
we can.do. But I can assure the Hon Member that the quota of 40 
will not be affected in any way. Let me add that I hope the 
ouota is affected but because I am asking for it to be increased. 
Instead of 40, have 50 or 60 going free of charge but it will 
ret come dorm, I hope it will go up, not down. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

My point, which the Minister doesn't seem to have ,taken is 
that should the United Kingdom 3overnment not give its 
assistance that I would not like foreign labour or alien labour 
to come into the quota of 40, that was the point I was Making 
and that was confirmation that I asked for from the Minister. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

One question on which I would like information. It says here 
medical treatment in .the United Kingdom for a Moroccan worker. 
It does not mention any Charges or air passages and so forth.- 
Is that included, does it come into it at all? • 
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ilON CHEF MINISTER: 

1 will answer this one because in fact the approach was mede to 
'me. This man was sent to England before we knew we had a Treaty 
obligation to send him. He was sent to EngLand by volunfearte 
Contributors who 'had raised something like .e5,000 Mr Chianpe, the 
dentist, who was the. man who took an interest in this and he made 
a plea before we knew anything about it, for a con.tributien, 
because the charger. 1, ere far in excess of what they had 
anticilewd. We haye done tlis before some time ego, we made a 
oontribu:..ton of 4.00 in a specific case, also a serious case. 
This one had gone to London long before we knew at private 
-expense and what the Government was .asked was could we-help and 
we would have helped anyhOw but as. it haprens had the notice • of 

• the Treaty corns to us before we would have been compelled to do 
it 'under the Treaty obligations. There is an insinuation in the 
question' asked before' by the Honourable Mr Loddo which is . . 
interesting and which I will give him an explanation et' my tl.e.w. 
.of the situation. 

Item 10 - Head 14 Medical and Public Health was egret d tr.. 

Item 11  He '3u  18 - Prison 

EON A J 

On subhead (3), Mr Chairman, I would have thought that Govern-
tent would have made provision for  its own vehicles or vans, when 
they. do need repair within the public works garage, for another 
vehicle frOm its pound to take its place during the time that the 
vehicle is within the Public Works Garage undergoing maintereence• 
rather than going outside and hiring neres..sary vans I think :this ' 
is probably bad economics. 

HON A 3 CANEPA: 

There isn't available another van s:.e ilar to the one used ay ' 
the Prison Department. Government doesn't have amongst its fleet 
of vehicles one like it. 

HON G T . P.1.s.STANO: 

Hay I ask what functions this partie ar vehicle vnich dons n' t • 
have any replacement carries out? 

EON A J CANEPA: 

Is this a proper question, Mr Speaker, to be asked under a 
supplementary provision in respect of the use of an alternative 
vehicle, to go- into the whole question of what the van does? 
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To the extent that it is an expenditure for services rendered 
to the Government, it is most certainly in .order. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

This van is used to convey prisoners on. working parties to 
various places outside the orison. It is used to convey , 
prisoners to and fron the Supreme Court and the Magistrates 
Court, the Health Centre, the hospital, to cllect and return 
containers from the hospital bringing the meals for the 
prisoners- and also to collect other stores which are. used within 
the prison. I think those are the main uses. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

The reason for my question was because I wanted ,to find out 
exactly what functions that vehicle performed. The first one of 
course is the transport of prisoners: Would many prisoners 
norme:ly be carried in :this vehicle or just a handful? T'would 

to establish that, Mr Chairman, in order to find out how it 
is that t` re is no other vehicle within the whole of Governenent 
which could stand in for this particular vehicle end therefore 
Leeriate the need to pay more for hire charges. 

HON. A 3 CANEPA: 

There is no euestion of inter-change -of vehicles in any case 
betweer one Government department and another. I am not aware, 
Try He:len-able Colleague Mr Featherstone can confirm this, I am 
not asane that the Public 'corks Department in any case have 
surplus vehicles that can be made readily available.to another 
department in case of a breakdOwn, Something similar, I think, 
happened in connection-with the Pest Office over the summer. 
There is no surplus transport. The number of prisoners that can 
be conveyed in that van on a working party I think would be 
about fonn or five, no more. 

HON MAJOR nJ PT:JIZA: 

In view -h; t :here are obviously more than one lepartment where 
thie. is ;' ceired , perhaps there are more, wouldn't it he a good 
4 dea to have a standby vehicle? The amount excended here is 
.',4•11C for about 36 days. I don't know how much the Post Office 
is going to cost, in fact, I had a question on this' Mr Sneaker, 
but due to the telex arrangements' at the Secretariat it' didn't 
get in time to you. That is a matter perhaps which I will take 
up with the Chief Minister. 

HON CHIEF MINIST.F,R 

I have nothing to do with telexes. 
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HON MAJOR R J POLIZA: 

Kr Sneaker, unless he wants me to break all the rules he is so 
keen in establishing that we mustn't approach the civil servants 
direttly, I think it is better if I do it. through him than 

EON K K.. FEATKTRSTOHE: 

As th' Member is probably not aware there are a considerable 
nurreer - of vehicles in Gibraltar and on occasions a vehicle cones 
to the Public Works mirage and is in reed of a certaindtem to 

through the Administrative Secretary but f,f he wants irs to do it 
directly I will do it. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

repair it, this item is not kept in stock by the. Public iiorks 
garage ant, sometimes it is not in stock by the local Agents and 
has to.be  sent for to the United Kingdom. In such instances 
then of course it car 3, 4, 5 or 6 weeks until the actual 
piece arrives. 

I don't know what it has to do with prison vans. 
HON W T SCOTT: 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: On that basis, therefore, Mr Chairman, wouldn't it be economic 
to increase the number of spares within the Public Works 

The. only thing is, Mr Speaker, that I was going to ask a question 
and that particular question was to do with the hire of vine by 
the Post Office and this is the reason why I hav4 raised it now. 
What I am sa,ying is that it would be interesting to know how much 
that has nost.and then if we put it all together we might find 
we might have been able to buy a van in any case, Mr Sneaker.. 

• 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 
• 

Mr Speaker, I think there seems to be a little bit of mieunder— 
standing eb3ut Public Works garage. The Public Works garage'is 
a service garage where any government department vehicles can be 
repaired etc. It is not a pool of vehicles for all departments. • 
Each.debartMentand I think this was the same when the 
Honourable Major Peliza was the Chief Minister, each department• 
has its own set--of vehicles and they only come to. the Public 
Works —garage When they need repair. It is .not that the Public 
Works-  garage hae a pool of vehicles which they can offer out-  to 
anybody at any time, 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

There is always time for change if the idea is a good ore Mr 
Seeaker. 

HON A J CANE PA: 

If I may take up the point which tte Honcurahie Member made 
regard to what I will, agree with him. are very h..!gh• charges fon 
hire he has got a'valid point and n: do have the.matter in hand. 
I have some proposals in this contention, 

Iepartment rather than have an outlay cf L400? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

. Therenare so many things that are desirable, Sir.- If we 
standardised all vehicles in all departments it would help us. 
'/e have a nreat variety of vehicles although we try and keep in 
stock must of the main items that are required for reoeirs there 

.are always items that do crop up at times that we do not have 
and there ae sometimes items that are notgenerally.broken. 
because even the local .agents do not keep amongst their stock of 
spares, 

HON G,T RESTANO: 
• 

Apart from the standardisation of vehicles it seems td me that 
there a'e a lct of Government vehicles  

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going to. debate the whole system of vehicles in the 
Oovernment under any circumstances. 

HON CHIEF MIN/STER:' 

We cannot deal with the Whole scope of Government transport 
because we want P,400.for a vehicle. 

.HO.' y RESTANO: 

HON W T SCOTT: 

May I ask one further question, Mr 
do with hiring. Is it usual for a 
Public Works garage, repairs being 
of something like five weeks2 

Chairman, it has nothing to 
vehicle to remain within the 
effected to it, for a period 

The point that was made was that there was no standardisation 
of vehicles but that there was no exactly similar vehicle to this 
one to convey nrisoners. It seems to me that a lot of 
government vehicles do stand idle sometimes and why cannot these 
be used for the conveyance of prisoners? 

1.26 
• 
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ER SPEAKER: 

WE' Lave been told•thatthert wasn't one available and that 
answer must be accepted. It is as simple- as that. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

There are certainly vehicles idle. My question is, why cannot 
the idle vehicles be used for this purpose rather than hiring 
transport? 

MR SPEAKER: 

You have been told that there are no, idle vehicles. If you do 
not accept that fact that is another argument. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

We could use the Mayor's car or the Speaker's car or my car if • 
they are not being used that day. 

EON P J ISOLA: 

On Item 80 - Improvement to Security Measures. Who had the 
bright idea of using prisoners for the purpose of iMproving 
security measu..es? I thn14 that is the first question I would 
like answered. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I think, Mr Speaker, the Honourable Leader of the Opposition is-
under the impression that perhaps I do not have a tense of humour 
at all. 

HON A HAYNES: 

Mr Chairman, if I can ask my question now. Why was it that this 
decision was ::versed? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

What decision? 

HON A J HAYNESf 

• The decision to have prisoners working to repair the building. 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

This was work thpt could be carried out by. the prisoners, 
similar work to this has been' carried out in the past. . 
2ometimes, within the prison population, you have skil:ed 
masons. As a result of the internal riots in the prison this 
masonary work was not allowed and therefore the department 
concernLId which was the City Electrical Engineer's Department, 
had to :abort to the use of direct labour and therefore funds 
were required to pay the wages of that direct labour. 

'ION A J HAYNES: 

Were the prisoners willing to do this work? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

It is not just a case of being willing, prisoners are supposed 
to work bnt, generally, the prisoners do not have any objection 
to going out on a number of working parties. Various. tasks are 
undertaken and some of them involve work within the prison, 
things such an general ma!mtenance, tidying up and no on. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

I will not allow any further questions on the fact as to whether 
prisoners should or should not have been used. We are asking the 
House to vote £1500 for the purposes of carrying out certain 
works. I will allow most certainly questions as to the work that 
is required to be carried out because that is what the. 
expenditure is about. The alternative that was envisaged at 
one particular time is not relevant. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

2Ir Chairman, Item 81 - Feasibility study for the new Prison -
Will we get to see the Feasibility study referred to? 

HON A J =EPA.; 

We will have to wait and zee when it comes. It is Only when the 
Oovernmsn gets the Feasibility Study that we will be in a 

'position to decidEV whether the House, generally, can see it. 
• 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Will it affe-A security, Mr Chairman? 

HOh J CANEPA: 

Natnrally, I would jolly well hope so. 
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HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Chairman, I believe that in principle, if the Hon Metber 
cannot say that we will be allowed to see the Feasibility Study 
then since I have strong feelings and so 6c the rest an-  the, 
Party, on ;resent conditions in Gibraltar andAhe possibility: 
of expanding the role of prison to include rehabilitation, I 
will hot-benvntIrig in favour of any funds unless I am assured 
that I will be entitled to see the Feasibility Study on which 
I have a great interest. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Chairman, that is the privilege of Hcncurable Members 
opposite. Let me say one thing, as far as I am concerned to 
the extent that I am concerned as Ministen responsible for the 
prison. I have responsibility for the day to day running of 
the_prison but there are many other aspects involving the 
priSon which constitutionally d not Come under me. There nre 
many other matters which are not defined domestic matters and 
which ultimately come under the Governor. There is that other 
side to be considered but as I say it is the privilege of 
Members apposite to vote as they please. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Has'. the governtent any indication as to when this report is to 
be received?. 

HON A jCANEPA: 

I think we expect it within a few months, really because we 
need it in connection with the next development programme to 
have some idea. If we are able to include provision for new. 
prison in the next development programme we would like' to have 
some idea of what is involved so I would very much like to have 
this report within the next few months, certainly before April.- 

HON G T R2STANO: 

Have the offidere who came eat to do the stndi given no 
indication as to when they would send the report? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

. I think they have given indicatiOns of-an.. interim nature that 
will enable us to get on with some of the planning. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

And when is that? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

During their visit here last week. I haven't seen the material 
than they have left behind, I have been ccnupied. with-other 
matters, bit inam aware of the fact from discussions that I 
have had that they have. left some material behind which will be' 
ccmnng through to me not only in my capacity as Minister for 
the Prison tut also as I am Chairman of the Forward Planning 
Committee which is working on the next development programme. 

HON A J HAMS: 

Will tie Minister allow me to see the interim Report or will . 
he make it available? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I cannot do that, Mr Speaker. 

HON A J HA.2.7nES: 

Why? . 

HC A.I CANEPA: 

I do not even have the Report myself, the Report has been 
submitted to the Governer, 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is not a defined domestic matter in so far as security is 
concerned. Therefore, we would have to have permission to do. 
that which is not within our power; we are answerable only for 
the things for which we are responsible. 

HO'i 1 J CANEPA: 

That is why the Report at this stage has not even been submitted 
to me, It has been submitted to the Deputy Governor because that 
is the correct constltntional position. 

Item 11 Head 18 - Prison, was agreed to. 

Item 12 Head 22 - Secretariat. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

As regards the setting up of the Commission of Enquiry, has the 
commission been set up - or could the Minister give an indication 



Of what is going to happen and when is it likely that we are 
going to get a Report? 

EON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I cannot say-that you should have been here %.ecause you were 
here when I Made the statement yesterday on this particular 
matter, on the appointment of two reople who are coming, on the 
appointment of Sir Howard Davis, that is the one. • 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I understood that the Commission which Sir Howard 
Davis is Chairing is going to look into the Public Works 
Department. 

HON MIFF MINISTER: 

Yes, that is one of the departments. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I thought .that department meant the Public Works Department 
and this is why I couldn't relate it. • 

HON CHIEF MINISTLR: 

I think thin is a very good opportunity to emphasise something 
.which I have said from the very beginning. I made a statement 
earlier which is mentioned in the statement I made yesterday 
that it wee the Government's intention to carry out studies 
of various departments and we were starting with the one which 
sbent most money and that is the Public WorksADepartment. The 
charge is on the Secretariat because this is an administrative 
arrangement for various departments, it is not going to be a 
'charge on each department, it is going to,be an administrative 
expense. 

EON M K PEATHESTOAE: 

Is the Opposition intimating that the Public Works is not a 
Government Department? 

• 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Chairman, does that mean that all the members on the 
Commission of Inquiry will have remuneration or only some of 
them? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is going to be an in-depth study and I think we cannot 
_ire tend that people are not going tO be paid for work dona, 
The adrantage about having a local person to Chair the Commission 
is tie experience.ane:3 so on and he will be paid on normal 
consultative eharges for officers equivalent to whet he was 
before, which 13 Grade 1, on a basis of hourly or half daily 
basis on the basis of the work done and so will Mr Gareze. With 
regard to the other two who are coming from the United Kingdom, 
again they will be paid on the basis on which consultancies are 
fed according to the grade of the person by the ODA when they 
send out consultants on technical assistance although this is 
not technical assistance, this is our technical assistance. 

TON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Chairman, can we expect now to have other sorts of Government 
committees like the Litter Committee and so on, also asking for 

'remuneration for the members of that committee or is this going 
to be just one exception? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Nobody has aske6 for remuneration in this case. I stated here that 
I had invited•Sir HoWard Davis to carry out this work which is 
going to be a six months sob, he reckons, working half-days. If 
we.are bringing out consultants from all over the place to look at 
our things if we have somebody here who cen help us, there is no 
reason.why we should expect that person to do it for. nothing. 
The' Honourable Member has mentioned the other committees. 
Honorary committees are different, this is a consultancy this is 
an in-depth study of the working of a department which costs £5m. 

It is d department which spendsZ5m a year and which from time to 
time, quite justi2i3bly, there are criticisms. The Public 
Accounts Committee which we discussed yesterday had serious 
criticisms abcut 171'_is matter, no doubt justified, anl these are 
the thirgs that aro ,;oing to be looked into. To pretend that 
anybody to going tc do this type of responsible work for nothing 
is really not. on. To hope that we do not need to import people 
for all the Jnquiries that we have, I think, is an advantage if 
there are people here who are competent to do it. The two 
Members from the United Kingdom will be on a minimum basis. As I 
explained yesterday they will be visiting, taking away material 
and advising the Chairman of the Commission but the question of 
remuneration was nst asked for, but it was understood I could not 
ask an.rbcdy to do elx month's work for nothing. I hope that if we 
are paeirg consultants galore on all matters, I do not see why we 
should nrt pay a consultant be:cause he happens to be a distinguished 
past civil servant. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

11y question, Mr Chairman, was on precedents. :I take the Chief 
Einister's point entirely that if people are going ti work they 
should be maid for it, but there are other coMmitiees and 1-am ' 
not for one moment suggesting-that everybody on allmmovernment 
Committees should get remuneration, but there are" people who 
do a tremendous amount of voluntary worm n other governmental 
committees who do not get any remuneration. I would like to 
know why on this particular one remuneration has been considered 
appropriate whereas in others where peop:ce spend more than just 
six months working, they may be working in Governmental 
committees for 5 or 10 years and yet there is no remunderation . 
there. Why in this case has this been picked up as an exception? 

HON MAJOR R T PELIZA: 

. The Chief ehinister realises that that is the beginrning of the 
Quangos here in Gibraltar; This, apparently, a: I see it, is 
for one perti.ctlar department at this stage, which is the 
Public Works Department. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

But it does not mean. that it is going to cost £5,000. It means 
that we are making provision, we do not know what it will cost. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

HOF CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is not an exception and there is no similarity. This in no 
way affects social work, honorary work in government committees, 
on. which members of the public are invited to take part. The 
Honourable Questioner in his time has been a member of the 
Lottery Committee for a long time and it' is not intended I may 
tell him to pay for it. This is a case where we have asked 
somebody to carry out work, work of .a professional nature. It 
is not the same as being Chairman of the Housing Aliecation 
Committee or member of the Employment Injuries Committee, or 
member of the Manpower Planning Committee or member of so many 
other committees, that es all honorary work which is Acne as the 
work presents itself frem time to time. This is a Commission of 
Inquiry for t.,153 Public Works. Let me also make clear that the 
composition of this Committee is for the Public Works. When 
We go on to look at another department we will have to look for 
somebody else to do it. Nobody has agreed to be here on a • 
permanent basis, this was an ad hoc approach to the Chairman and 
the. members and because it was a request to do work of a 
prefessional nature, becaUse after all he is using the 
professional knowledge that he has acquired and his experience 
in public matters, that it is intended to pay.tie consultants 
that have come to look at the Prison haye been paid. If we have 
somebody here who can do it why should we go outside for it? 
Other consultants who have come for the Port Study have beee paid. 
Why the difference, because the man is from Gibraltar or two of 
the people are from Gibraltar? I hope we can engage more people 
from Gibraltar wno are competent enough and are prepared to do it, 
this is the imper tent thing, who are prepared to do it. Therefore 
there is no precedent, in fact, there is a precendent and that is 
the same person was paid a sum to do a very important niece of work 
when he managed the question of the Dock Labour Board. The 
legislation had been neglected for yeers because it had not been 
required and we set up a Working Party for the Labour Board. 
That was purely a vary small remunderation as a token of our • 
apprediation for that because the work had 'been done very quickly. 
There is no question of asking peOple to do s ocial Work on a paid 
basis and there is no question of asking peoele to do professional 
work on an honorary basis. 
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Therefore this is really a token vote, it could be more it could 
be less. very likely it will be more. 

Item' 12 Head 22 — Secretariat, was agreed to. 

Item 13 Head 24 Tourist Office (1) Main Office, was agreed to. 

Item 14 Head 26 — Treaeury 

hON W T SCOTT: 

Is it normal for the G )vernment to guarantee overdraft facilities 
to a private company? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Chairman, in my experience I have known Governments 
guarantee amounts for statutory bodies. The point is that 
under the Public.  Finance (Control and Audit) Ordinance, there 
is a provision that the Financial and Development Secretary can 
guarantee funds in writing under his own hand and this in fact 
was done lnst year f or the Quarry Company and more recently in 
checking through the Public Finance (Control and Audit) 
Ordinance, the Treasury.came to the view and the Government 
agreei, that Section 9 of the Public Finance (Control and Audit) 
Oedinaece erabled the Financial Secretary to make this guarantee, 
is too loosely worded. To'my mind it does not meet the 
financial proprieties of the House in that there could be a 
contingent liability if there were default on a guarantee given 
by the Financial Secretary and for that reason the House should 
be informed at least if not its concurrence sought. For that 
reason we are going to seek the agreement of the House to an 
amendment to the Public Finance (Control and Audit) Ordinance 
probably at the next sitting of the House. Meanwhile, in order 
to bring the attention of the House to the fact that there is 
ehis guarantee and that there is therefore a contingent 
liability, the Government has moved this sum of £100 as a way 
of telling the House the fact that this guarantee is in 
existence and has been for over a year. 
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HON W T SCOTT: 

Is this.. Government content to continue guaranteeing this 
overdraft to a privet, company that according to the balance 
sheet laid on the tahle of this Sicuse is £14,900 ovesdrawn and 
the. company is having A net trading loss of £11,315? 

FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

The,Governnent is content with the guarantee and it alao is 
content having seen the PirojeCtione for the Quarry company 
that once it gets in full production this can be met without-
difficulty. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Chairman, with deference to the Honourable the Financial 
and Development Secretary we have been hearins the story here 
for quite a long time on the viability of the Gibraltar Quarry 
Company and yet we see later on that we will have to vote an 
extra L77,000 to .that company. When it becomes ,a viable 
proposition seems :to -me to be very nebulous and it meves.seems 
to materialise and this House is continuously pumpirg Ichey , 
into that company. We try asking questions from the Honohrable 
Minister for Public Works who refuses to anessr on the grounds 
that he himself is not responsible. 

ME SPEAKER: 

It is not that he refuses to answer. I think the Chair has on 
Previous occasions intervened to s ay that.the Minister is not 
responsible to'answer for the affairs of a private company. . 

HO4 J POSSANO: 

Is it in fact the case that we are continuously pumping money 
into this company. Can the Financial and Development Secretary 
tell me whether this is an accurate statement? Wheh was the 
last time we pumped money into this Company? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I think that the Honourable'Menber was. 
referring to the fact,that there is supplementary provisian 
sought under the 'improvement and Deve)opment Fund which we will 
be looking at in the Second Schedule. to the' Bill-now before the 
House. That was my understanding. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

The Company was set up, as I understood it to actually run the 
concession of extracting and selling sand once the original 
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project had been aet up as a result of money from UK, so 
initially the money cams from UK to set it up, no doubt some 
Members of the House feel that having set up the project it 
should to hanuef over to some private firm to make money. I 
must saL - hat as for as h- am concerned I support that should 
be owned by the-Government and that if there is any money to 
be made out sand it should be for the benefit of Government 
revenue and not for a private firm. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Certainly we hays never expressed what the .1-jorable•Mr Bossano 
has said, that it Is our intention or idea that that company 
shohld g' into private hands, not at all, but what we do net want 
to see ..s public money being spent into an exercise that is not, 
making money, it is making a tremendous loss and that is the 
point which I am making. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, could ask ths Honourable the Financial and 
Development Secretary, I understood him to say, I think•he was 
jasthfh,ing: this gear ca I think he implying this was an 
intesta period until. the company started making money. What is 
inhibiting, can I ask, this process staring a little earlier than 
it appears? Is there any particular reason? 

HON M X FEATHERSTOST.2: 
• 
Yea, Sir.. The- consultants were employed to do a certain 
spshIfic job and they have not yet dons that job. Until•they 
have done that job then the company is inhibited from making 
money. The job they were requested sto Cowes to get sand from 
the top of the catchment to the bottom. At the moment they have 
not managed to do that. 

HON P 

So where are they getting the sand from, the bottom? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, from the bottom. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Does it mean. then that all these expenses that have been incurred 
have nothing to do with the job of the consultants? If they 
cannot get the sand down what is the' company going to do then? 

• 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The consultants have told us, in fact they have guaranteed to 
us, that when they have taken the remedial mersares  

YR SPEAKER: 

Yes, but ae are not going to. get involved as to whether the 
consultant, have done their job properly or whether the sand 
comes down. Let us forget-the consultants. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I do think it does hinge on the viability of the company whethee 
they are willing to go along and give this overdraught. The . 
consultants haae guaranteed that when they heve taken certain 
remedial measures which they are in the process of doing, the 
sand will flow from top to bottom. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

SVe look forware very much to the fulfilment of that guarantee. 
Could I ask the Financial and Development Sedretary. Should 
not the provision here be for the full amount of viability. as 
known today? As I see the position, if the bank were now to 
ask for their money, in other words, they were to s ay: "No 
more overdraught facilities, we watt our money", the Government 
would have to cough up £14,839. Should not, therefore, the 

abalance sheet of the Government or the provision that is being 
asked for by the Government be for the full amount that the 
Government is in for. Otherwise we are not reflecting the 
right amount. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I dcn't think that ia is necessary to reflect 
the full amount in the present overdraft because it is a moving 
f'igure, it could go up or it could go down. .What I am concerned 
with here was to get the financial proprieties of -the House 
right and to inform the House of the contingent liability. It 
is our firm expectation that this overdraft wihl be met and there 
will be no liability falling on the Government and tecause at 
that expectation I see no reason why A'7 should vote more than 
£100 which is to inform the House as ao what has been done 
becuase so far up to now the House was. not aware of this and 
it is important that it should be informed. 

EON P J ISOLA: 

Could I ask then, as far as the bank is concerned, do the bank 
in fact have an open ended guarantee so that the Gibraltar Quarry 
Company Ltd can just sign cheques or has the Government placed . 
a limit to the bank of the amount they are prepared to guarantee? 

HCN FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Chairman, Sir, there is a limit to/he amount guaranteed. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

And what is that, can we ask? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

L40,000. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

On the question of the safety of the area. As a result of the 
digging underneath, is tee Minister quite sure that it is not 
possible that we may have a landslide if they carry on digging? 

• HON X IEATHERSTONE: 

I answered that at question time. I answered Mr Bossano who put 
thaa as a specific question. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Since the overdraft facilities obviously relate very much to 
the operation of the company, may I have a confirmation or not 
of rumours that the sand which is-actually being pr educed at the 
moment at- the bottom part, and sold, has been rejected by 
Government's consultants for a particular project as not being 
up to the standard of sand required for building? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, Sir, I have no knowledge of the sand being rejected. I 
have knowlodoe that, the mix that this sand requires is slightly 
different to the maX required by other sand imported into • 
Gibraltar. In feet, this sand is supposed to be oven more 
suitable thai other imported sand fcr certain jobs such as 
plastering. 

HON 0 T RESTANO: 

We are talking about the sand being produced at the bottom ()rid. 
of the slope. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think there is not very much difference between /he sand at the 
bottom or the sand at the tap,. 



HON W T SCOTT: 

Even when sand is abstracted from the top the volume of sales 
will not increase? 

HON'M K FEATHERSTONE:.  

The volume of sales will increase when s and is atstracted from 
the top because the price factor will cove into it. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Does the difference in mix make that sand more e: pensive to our 
building contractors or cheaper? In other werds, do they have 
to use more cement or less cement, is there more salt or less 
salt content in that sand? 

HON M K FEATRERSTONE: 

' I think it dependt .on ;what you are. actually going to use the 
sand for. If it is, for concrete foundations it is one mix if it 
is for" plastering it is another mix.. 

HON G T RESTANO:.  

'MY'question:wasewill-ifMake the sand to the purchaser more 
expentive in.- other materials? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

It 4111 vary depending on the mix, in some instances it is a 
little more expensive in some instances it may be cheaper. 

HON M K FEATHERSTO-2.! 

I think the-  ter ate was somewhat different from what had been 
estimated at the time, Sir, it meant removal of -a certain amount . 
of rock had not been calculated for. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Surely, when someone tenders for a partiCular project and I take 
it that this is an extra cost to contractors, and perhaps the 
Minister can confirm this, if . that is so surely when a firm 
contracts a price, surely, the terrain should have been looked 
into by the firm? Why is the Government now having to pay for 
perhaps a miecalculation of somebody else? 

HON M K FEeTHERSTONE: 

No. Sir, ,hen you haVe a piece of terrain you make a nuMter of 
bore holes and from those bore holes you assume that the whole of 
the terrain is going eo be uneforM but there is an escape clause 
for the contractor if something should crop up which. has not been 
initially envisaged then he is able to make extra. claims. rlis 
hae haepned in more •nen one site and it is justified.. 

HON G T RESTAIXt 

Mr Chairman, whoein :"act carries out the borings, is it the ,* 
Government or is it ehe contractor? 

HON 1%; A FEATHERSTONE: 

Usually we get a contractor to do the work for us, since this 
iarolves drilling, etc. 

Item 14 Head 26 Treasury, was agreed to. 

Schedule of Supplementary Estimates Consolidated nine No. 2,of 
1980/81 was agreed to. '. 

MR l'EAKER: 

May I ask, for' the purposes of clarification, 
contractor that is doing the work? 

is it the saw 

Improvement and Development Fund - Schedule of Supplementeix 
Estimates Not  2 of 196O/81. 

Item 1 Head 101 - Housing 

HON A J HAYNES: 

What were the increased costs due to in Rosin Dale, Prince 
Edward's Road and-White Stores? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, Sir, it is a completely separate contractor. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is there no liability on the contractor who carries out the 
borings who may have been inefficient and not down the borings 
correctly? 



Me;• M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Noe•e-Sir, • if ycu take an area of, let us say, one acre and ed..: say 
you. will put 24 bore holes down, then he Will charge you a _trice 
for 24 bore holes. If' you wanted to .be more oertain of the 
terrain you would put 124 bore holes, if yaa wanted to be more 
Certain you could put 1024: Obviously, you are limited by the 
amount you are willing to spend, the number of bare holes you 
out; and sometimes you can, unfortunately, because of the 

edifficulties in Gibraltar, find special areas that are either 
soft sand underneath which you hadn't expected or hard rock. 

• 
' HONG T RESTANO: 

Dces the same apply to.  Prince Edward's Road? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yea:, Sirs, part of the terrain there was found to be hard bed 
rock and- then part of it was found to be sand', and where it waa 
found to be sand we had to nut in extra foundations which put up 
the actual cost of the building works. 

eHON G T RESTANO: - 

I see that in these two projects the Governeent is having to pay 
well over ,e100,000: I can remember there was quite a substantial 
amount too fcr similar reasons at St Joseph's. How much more-would 
it cost the Government to have prOper borings made and would the 
extra cost there not be compensated by the extra costs that come 

:back afterwards? 

ee 
HON el• K FEATHERSTONE: 

-That is a very difficult thing to say, Sir. You might do 100 
borings and still find on the 101st a piece of rork that yo! 
-hadn't got there before. It is .because the terrain of Gibraltar 
itself, the subsoil, is very varied. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Could the Minister say how many units ere involved withiu the 
Phase 11, of Lime Kiln Steps? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think it is about 15, I am not quite sure, but I think it is 15. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Didnt the Honourable Member tell me at question time that the 
project was running slow and that it would not be ready until 1962? 

HON M X FEATHERSTONE: 

I didn't say it was running slow, I said it had run into 
difficulties in so far that certain pieces of.building that we 
had hoped to modernise had been found so bad they had had to be 
completely. demolished. In so doing and rebuilding them they are 
taking more money that we had actually estimated. But it is not 
runrimg slow as such, it is running into difficulties, as such.. 

BON W T SCOTT: 

So it is not due to a faster rate of progress, it is in fact due 
to Increased costs due to difficulties encountered during 
construction. 

HON M K FEATHERSTOND: 

Well, they are going faster. It is sometimes quicker to do work 
by demolishing the whole thing and rebuilding it, than doing 
the aeteal modernisation which is a rather slow and comelicated 
task; 

HON W T SCOTT: 

1Ieank you, I am very grateful to the Minister far that answer 
because we, on this side of the House, have been continuously 
pressing for the modernisation programme to be stopped and those 
holises to be pulled down and a new deyelopment put up. 

HON 1; h. FEATHiRSTONE: 

But in many other instances it is found that it is cheaper, even 
if it is a little slower, to do the modernisation. 

HON P J ISOLA: 
• 

Mr ipeaker, Item 19 (New) Waterworks Flat. What is this for, a 
Governmeet servant or what? • 

HON M K 'C4TH2RSTONE: 

Yee, Sir. Eventually it will be for the actual person who works-
et fee Waterworks. 

Item 1 Head 101 — Housing was agreed to. 

Item 2 Head 104 — Miscellaneous Projects 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Can I ask a question on the resiting of the Public Works Garage. 



think it was in JUlyathis year that the Honourable Minlster. for. 
Public torks.inferred this House that he envisaged -the new garage 
tobe.in operation by kaiust of this Year and the demolition of 
the old one completedwithin six or eight weekseafter test. I 
find that this item appears in ea vote for £70,000 aad. the old 
garagais. still up. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

That is correct, Sir. There has been a measere of slippage. There 
are .a. number of items=-which still, I believe, have not. arrived • 
trot the United Kingdom.-  I had all these points in the answer 
to a question that was going to be put but-tor some unknown 
reason the Honourable Member wasn't in the House to put the question. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

It was a very well known reason,Mr Chairman. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

On the increased cost and additional work, what exactly does .that' 
a£70;000 refer to? 

• 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Fluctuations, materials and labour £24e500, extras £6,500. 
Structure and re—cladding £20,000. Lockers, which were not 
provided for Inathe original estimates, £5,000e Transfers of the 
equipment £4,000 and reprovisioning.PSA £7,000. 

HOA G T RESTANO: 

Was the garage not,. in fact, put out to tender? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Yes, Mr Chairman. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

And how then do these extra costs cone into the picture apart from 
the lockers which is a new item? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Fluctuations arise because in the contract you heva a provision 
that where'you get changes ic the - price of materials or labour 
there is a formula for increase in price accordingly. The extrae- 

le something additional to the contract asked for subsequently. 
The recladding costs was. something extra asked for later on.. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

On the increase in cost of materials, Ia it that the successful 
tenderer did not order the materials when he was awarded the 
tender oe does he have to pay more because he was not given the 
go—ahead to carry out the work? It is easy to say that materials 
go up, of course materials go up, but if a company gets a contract, 
surely, it is up to that company, knowing what its requirements are 
going to be, to purchase their materials at the moment that they are 
awarded the tender and I do not really see why Gibraltar should pay 
for that sort of expense. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Chairman, Sir, if a company which had a contract which is 
runnang over 18 months or 2 years was to purchase in advance all 
the material it required that company would soon gp bankrupt. Up 
to about 1970, within a contract you had a fluctuation clause which 
said that six or nine months, depending on the size of the 
building, after the building started, a fluctuation clause would 
come in for increases in materials and labour but-since there has 
been heavy inflation these fluctuation clauses begin to run at the 
:8t1/13 time es the contract begins to run and it is the same for 
every contract and it is part of the conditions which are 
recommended to all conteectors by their respective-associations. 
eI do not think it is fate to expect any contractor at the beginning 
of a long contract to order everything in advance and have to- pay 
for it. If we did you would have to.put up the cost of his contract 
accordingly and we would have to pay more. The fluctuation costs 
are checked by Public Works Department Quantity Surveyors to ensure 
test the Government is paying no more than the actual increase in 
costs suffered by the contractors. 

HON P Or ISOLA: 

Thi'e Public Works Department Garage is causing a bit of concern, 
I reckon, Tle total cost now with this supplementary estimate is 
going to be over £800,000.. Looking at the approved estimates 
presented ee the Government, the estimated cost of the project 
vas down It £E40,000 and then the actual exeenditure up to 31 
Mereh 1980 wa £670,000. The Government asked for another 
£133,000 for this year and that was to carp:Leta, there was no 
balane after that, and now in the middle of the year, another 
£70,000 is added on to that and the old one has still not been 
knocked down. Are we going to be asked for more money before it 
is completed apart from this £70,000 or is this the last amount 
of money we are going to be asked to have a new garage operational 
and the old one razed to the ground.. 

30.3 M K FEATHERSTONE:. 

I think the cost of- knotking:the old one to the ground is part of 



the:nost of the Girls' Comprehensive Snhool. 

HON_P 3* ISOLA: 

Which makes it worse, but will this 'be the erd, tie £70,000° 

HON 24 X FEATHERSTONE: 

'ev:enearlY, / should think yes. There may be an odd few 
thoUsend which comes in at the very last minute. 

HON P j ISOLA: 

What is wrong with the estimating? We were told on 31 March .1980 
that the balance to complete was £133,700. In November we area  
asked for another £70,000 and we are still told it may not be the 
end. What are we building this garage in? What material is being 
used? Silver and gold? 

.HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr (•liairman, Sir, on a point of clarification. The expenditure 
up to the eed of the last financial year was 2470,821e. Add to 
that £133,700 in the estimates should give your Z6014. addiin 
the £70,000 now and thec gives you 2674,514. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

But 'are we going to be asked for any more. money before the thing 
is completed? .Can we be given an estimate because this seems 
to be open-ended,. the Public Works re-siting department. 
This is one of the projects of the Government that has suffered, 
apart from Vary.l. Begg, the most slippage. When is this project 
.going to be finished? Will it be in this financial year? 

HON. M K FEATHERSTONE: 

December, Sir, of this year. 

HON W T SCOTT: 
• 

Can Government give aUexplanation in.detail to what extent the 
increased cost amounting to £77,275 is enteLled in the winning of . 
sand? What is the money wanted for;. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

The £77,000 is made up as follows. Work cerried out in.  the 
contract including fluctuation's which is mosey due and owing to' 
the contractor £45,858, the installation of a weighing machine 
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:;;1,283. Pro".riding and -installing electronic overload control 
Gibraltar Quarry Company: the cost of work carried .out. 

on chutes in the instructions of Public Works -Department, £16,736 
less , ,C6,000 paid, £10,736:-total £61,300. In addition -to that 
there are, fees ...from Deceaber to June payable to ic:bertson Research 
of £11,880' --?he Department has -been advised by the Attorney-
General to withhold all monies due but -there is an estimated 
consultancy' fee July to November, 1980, of ,E4,140. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I see a remark here saying that there is a possibility that part 
of this amount may be recovered in due course as claims may be 
lodged on other parties. Particularly having regard to what the 
Hon Minister for. Public Works said earlier on dealing with the 
non-performance as required, as I understood it, by the 
consultants, it is surprising to us that we find that out of 
th,5se £77,000, £11,880 have been paid as fees to the consultants 
Robertaon Researdh, can we have an explanation for that? 

H011 K FEATHE  RSTONE:: 

They have not. been pale, they are being held 'hack since we have 
been advised by the Atterneyeneral's Deeartment riot to pay then 
anything at the time bait as this -is a liability which at the 

'moment is in dispute, 'Are feel we should ask for it now and not pay 
it later, 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Are all the' items that were mentioned by the Financial and 
Development Secretary, are they after thoughts, are they suggestion 
that come later? If not why were they not included in the original 
estimate? 

HON 24 K FEATHERSTONE : • 

They wore various fluctuations that came along done by the 
contract or on instructions by the consultant and now, of cairse, 
the centeector is asking that he should be ;mid. 

HON I'AJOR R J PELIZA: 

We were asked to rote a certain sum of money for this particular 
project and I take it that it included all the equipment that was 
required. 

HON MK FYATHERBTONE: 

When thS consul4nt made his original plans he afterwards changed 
some of them later and they brought. in extra caste. . 
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HON MAJOR R J PEL/ZA: 

But *es thie done withont.Cenaeltation pith the Goveriment? How 
was it done? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONT: 

The consultants and the contractors were in combination with each 
other and the consultants were saying do this, do that, do the 

.other and the contractors did it. The Goverment did not come 
into.the,piCture because as far as the Government was concerned 
they Were gaing to be'handed over agoing concern. 

HON MAJOR R.J PELIZA: 

IL was done without the consent of the goveimment and now we find fl 

ourselves with this equipment which was really not authorised byn 
the Government to be acquired. 

HON M K FEATHERSTOhM: 

The Maj'Clrity of WhatWas done is quite reasonably done as such.. 
The modificatiOnsothat have to be.dane are reasonably Slight and 
these are: being done-atthe consultant's expense. For example, 
the. chute that was made is tased on concrete foundttiots Vetth:a 

. certain amount of steel:Weeke- Possibly, the amount of Work 
- thathad,to'beenut in was wrcatee then was estimated by the e• ' 
conaUltantsnat tha time,. this has brought extra costs in, these ,  
are the extra things that the consultants instructed the zontracter 
to, da and -thaMontractor did. 

HON P J ISOLA:- 

Why is it that we are asked to vote £77,275, with the Minister 
telling us that we probably will not have to pay_ECA this because 
we are going to retain as a result of the claim but we are \ yet 
Voting the money whereas with the Gibraltar Quarry Company 

MR SPEAKER: 

It has been explainee twice. They are making provision for the 
purposes of meeting an eventuality. The eventuality nay not 
arise 'but they have to provide. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, this is why I au asking it. Here we are voting 
against a possible eventuality which nay not'arine whereas with 
the Gibraltar '4.-uarry Compamy.we are.only voting ZIO0 although we • 
know our liability on the guarantee to be Z14,000,  

YS SPEAKER: 

I am afraid I meet not, allow this to go on because we do not 
now what the liability on the Government on the Quarry Company 

is . going:tobe ettil such tbe as the bank calls the gaarantee. 

HON P ".SCLA: 

But should we not be voting, a minimal amount? In the case of the 
Quarry Companer the Financial and Development Secretary hopes that 
he will not even have to pay the £100. Here, why are we voting 
the full amount when we are being told we are not going to have to 
pay it, so very not vote the minimal amount, why not vote the 
amount that the Government thinks we are going to have to pay 
inetead,of the full amount? Why apply different standards here 
to the Gibraltar Quarry COmpany? 

HON 
,
FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Because hare amounts are due but we have a legal view that they 
may not have to be paid. 

HONG T RESTANO: 

The Government here is contemplating claiming from the consultants 
for the extra, work. Have they contemplated at any time claiming 
from the consultant for aerarently the wrong,advice in building 
the chute which does not being the sand down' from the top .to the 

• bottom. 

HON FINANUAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Yes, Mr Chairman. 

11CA' G T RESTANO: 

Whenn we Le expected to have a more detailed explanation to the 
claim? 

 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The_pceiLion was- that we had the consultants out here a little 
while ago and we put this point to them very forcibly and they 
turned roUrel and they said that , they guaranteed that, they woui3 
make 4't work and they would, at their expense, put in' the 
modifications necessary so to do. They are in the process of 
.deing this, if it works then they will, to sone extent, have 
complied with that they intended to do at the beginning. If it 
does not work then we will have to take other action. 



HON MAJOR R J PELlEA: 

Will there be a claim for the loss of income that the Cempany tu 
suffering in the meantime? • 

HON M. K FEATI-eR"FSTONE: 

That is also with the Attorney-General's Chembers. 

Item 2 Head 104 - Miscellaneous Projects, was agreed to. 

Item 3 Heed 106 - Government Offices and Buildings, 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Chairman, qn the refurbishing of the first phase , of the 
Sacred Heart Terrace, £15,000, From reading the Chronicle I 
find that tenders were inveted for this eeork. Have any tender8 
ear.Eabmitted and have they been accepted? 

• HON M X FEATHERSTONE: 

No, I think the dates for the tenders le come in is 15 November, 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Could I have more details about the re-landscaping of the play 
areas. of eotre Dare School? 

HON MK FEATHERSTONE: 

Since the Adventure Playground was built all the water when it - 
rains drains into Notre Dame School itself and floods practically 
the whole ce the entrance so that the children to get in sod out 
have to wade through a rather large pond of water. The ieea is 
to re-landscape it so that the. water will first drain away and, 
secondly, where it does not drain it does not iaterfere wi h the 
passage of the children. 

HON 1i T SCOTT: 

Does the eecred Heart Terrace ehement, the—£15,000 part of the 
vote, incluae the :furnishings, desks, etc for the school, or 
will this be furnished out of other funds? * 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think there is furniture there already. 
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Item 3 Head 106 - Government Offices and Buildings was agreed to. 

Item 4 Heed 111, Poteble Water Service wee agreed to, 

Item 5, Head 112, Telephone Service  

HON P J ISOLA: 

May I make just a general observation on these estimates on the 
Improvemeat and Development Fund. Ienotice, and I was glad to 
see in a )utter of cases, money was required dim to a faster . • 
rate of progress on the project but when I lock at the summary, 
I fund that the faster rate of progress hes occurred in CPA 
schemes of which £518,000 is met from local funds and only 
£350,000 from ODA funds. Could I ask the Minister for Economic 
eevelopment when he' is urging progress on projects, that he 
:rges progress more on those projects that are within the 
1978/81 Development Programme coming from ODA funds rather than 
urge on local projects that we aee paying for so that we get as 
much as we ee of the British' Government grant since we are goitg 
to lose enough alve3dy of it. ' 

HON FINANCL h AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr eeeeker, Sir, on this specific point, Between April and • 
October we spent about L4m. on Improvement and Development Fund 
projects cf which about £3.3m. will be coming from ODA funds. In 
the current financial year'Her Majesty's Government has put on 
development aid to Gibraltar as it has to every country, a cash 
limit or ceiling and our ceiling is £3.82m to which we should add 
about L.5m carried forward from last year which brings us to 
about £4.5m altogether. We are in no danger of not spending the 
total of our cash limit in the current financial year. 

RCN P ISOLA: 

Thee means thou that the Development Programme will not be 
completed, anything like it, because our expenditure estimated 
for this year was £10m in.the Improvement and Development Fund. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEV:LePMZNT SECRETARY: 

There are heavy carry-overs shown in. the estimates for'this year 
for a huMner of projects which were included in the 1978/81 
Development Programme, 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Bat with a cash limit we cannot meet the ClOm target, can we? 
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:_ 

No, Sir,- what we have told the ODA,is that towards•the shd of 
the third quarter of this year when we have a firmer idea of 
what our expenditure will be, shall go' back to tae's aml.seek' 
to have the cash liMit raised. Whether we have very much hope 
on that I do net know but they have accepted that we should go' 
back. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

. On' IteM 5, LIt is a revote for the replacement at 70,000 old 
line plant equipment, Why has there teen a delay in spending • 
the £17,000? • 

FnN FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I understand that, basically, this is a revote 
because the equipment-  hdch was ordered last year has only jus"; 
arrived. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

.That is'the-Only reseon? Is it a question that the old ecraipment • 
was-orderecland did not case or was it' not "ordered sufficiently 

• protptIy.Ao make /tome for last year. After all, if the 
Governmeht,put it ih the Estimates for last yes.- 7 twit have 
considered'that last year the equipment would be,here to replace: 
the- 70.000 old. line plant.- Can we have that in.a.bit more detail? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT. SECRETARY: 

Mr-Chairmen, Sir,-the'GOVerntent, in -seeking fu.adt,, makes - an 
assumption that equipment ordered will come within time to be 
paid. in that financial year. There are numerous delays and have 
been numerous delays with equipment and thfs is one of them. It 
is not a question that we voted the money .acit expecting the 
equipment to arrive. When we voted the money last year we 
expEced the equipment to arrive last year. There has been delay, 
it Ls- now. arrived and we have to revota the funds.' 

•Schedule of Supplementary Estimates Improvement and Development 
Fund No 2 of 1980/81 was agreed to. 

The Schedule was agreed to and stood part of the Bill, 

Clauses 2 to 4  mere agreed tc,and stood part of the Bill. 

The .Long Title wss agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

The Houe recessed at 1.30 pm. 

The HoLsi; resumed at 3.40 pm. 

THIRD READING 

HON ATTORNEY,-G3rERkL: 

Sir, I have 'he honour -forepart that the Social 'Insurance 
(Amendr:ert) Bill, 1980; the Bureaux de Change Bill, 1980; the 
Elderly 72-ersons (Non-Contributory) Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 
1980; the Fulic Utility .Undertakings (Amendment) Bill, 1980; 
and. - the Supplementa-.7y Appropriation (1980/81) (No 2) .Bill:, 1980, 
have been Considered and agreed to at Committee, : in the case of 
the Bureaux de Change Bill, 1980, with amendments, and in all 
the other cases without amendment and I now move that they be 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr Spoaler then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirrative and the Bills were read a third time and passed. 

HON 0 T RESTANO: 

But my second question was ,why was there &lay, was. it because 
• the manufacturers had not been.able to supply the goods? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

My understanding is that it is due to manufacturers' delay. 

Itm 5 Head 112 - Telephone Service, was agreed to. 
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PRIVATE MMBERS' MOTIONS 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr.Speaker, I have the honour to move the notion atanding.in 
my name which reads: "This House considers that leisure areas 

."and more particularly defined sporting areas should under no 
ecircumstances be used for car or lorry parking and calls upon 
the Government to cancel their,plana to turn the USOC leisure 

.area into a car parking area". •MrSpeakee, in moving my 
motion I am not quite sure at this stage what the state of 
play with regard to the USOC•leisure area. It is not clear, 
really, from Government communiques whether the Government is 
committed to using the USOC leisure area for car parking in. 
the event of the frontier opening but tail motion will give. 
them an opportunity.to commit themselves ynt to use it for 
car parking-if the frontier opens, it will give them an 
opportunity to. make a.statement to this effect which I am sine 
will be welcomed not only from all Sides of the House but More 
importantly by the. general. population of Gibraltar. Mr 
Speaker, I am rising to move this motion myself as Leader aft 
the Opposition because this Motion is connected.withethe • 
• Lisbon Agreement. I think it is important to bear.thisfact 
in mind. .As a result of the Lisbon: Agreement ilmAnril, it 

• was envisaged, under this agreement:that the fren-tier 
restrictions imposed by the Spanish.GovernMent would-be lifted 
and thatetherewbuld be a measure of open communication,ne it 
were, between Gibraltar and Spain. Loth sides were.asked -toe 
• make - arrangemento by 1 June of this year. The-  reason I men-
tion-this.  is-that I think It.is important tn.keep.in  mind that 
asking for the:Government not to use leisure areas. for car 
parking is not inconsistentwith -appeoving the Lisbon Agree-
ment as'seemedetn be indicated by a local newspaper which one 
'of sour. Hon Friends in this House seems to have a.eingular 
influence over. The Lisbon Agreement envisagedmthe opening,of 
the frontier. and I think, and most Hon Members of the HoU-Sa 
would agree with me, that with the opening of the frontier 
will begin.  very challenging times for the people of Gibraltar. 
With a closed frontier we have a certain amount of protection, 
a sort of in-built protection for our identity.. Once that 
frontier opens and there is free communication and movement of 
people across the frontier etc, other problems will- face us. 
Although we can look•forward.probably to a more stable and 
improved economic situation. for Gibraltar i think thatseun 
identity may be under some attack and I thin',: there is e.; need 
to-preserve Gibraltar for the people of Gibraltar. There is a 
need to preserve the leisure areas so that.  the people of 
Gibraltar should continue and should. be encouraged to cdatieue 
to enjoy the amenities such as.  they. exist in. Gibraltar. Foot- 
ball Continoeto.be encouraged, hockeye  etc. .Children 
will still be going- to school in Gibral-th5rin large. numbers. 
They require leisure-areas, they must develop in a:better. 
Gibraltar and not in a more restricted Gibraltar,. and that is.. 
•- why we feel very strongly that opening the frontier does not 

- mean and must not mean and must not be allowed to mean a . 

reductiormin the playing areas available to the population of 
Gibraltar and more particularly our young people. .It is easy)  
Mr Speaer, when you are in a huff or in a.  bit of a panic 
abmie ithat is-going to happens to pick ce an open area for 
paeking. This does not involve any expense or very little, 
yoU.just have a car park, there is an open area we turn it for 
the use of cars and we have no more problems. It is more 
difficult to think-of knocking down a building to build a car 
park and therefore itis, I suppose, only human to say: "Let 
us pick on these areas and let us solve whit will or may be or 

.may become a serious problem". Mr Speaker, my Party has made 
a number of suggestions as to places that could be used for 
car' parking. Of course, it is the responsibility of the 
Goveynmnt to make, rovision. The Government has a lot of 
inforeation available to it which is not available to other 
people, the Government, being the Government, has the ability 
to pressurise people like the MOD or such other people who.. 
might have areas to give them up. We do not have . it. The 
important thing though is that leisure areas are no-go areas 
as far as car parking is concsened... At one time during this 
controversy, I think that the MOD told the Gibraltar Govern-
ment that they would clear up a lot'of their garage areas or 
some of their brildings in Queensway if the Government did 
•the sate* an resneet. of six garages, which the Government also 
had in Queensway and they said: "You clear you end we will 
clear ouis and that: will make quite a large area available for 
car parking'. I think, from what I read in the press, the 
Government was unwilling to do this because of problems with 
theie tenants. I know they are difficult decisions to make 
but faced with this sort of problem I think I would myself 
proceed to rid ourselves - of the six Government tenants in 
preference to depriving, say, a 1,000"schoolchildren from 
using USOC area every week. It was said that by using the 
USOC area alternative area Was to be provided elsewhere and 
in fact the. area that I heard was going-to.be•at Europa Point 
and that is hardly a good place for sending the children from 
Bishop Fitzgerald or'the Girls' Comprehensive for their games. 
The six Government tenants at Queensway they may have presented-
a problem but •it is not a problem thst could not be got over 
either by providing alternative sites or by compensation. If 
aeu need- a space or an area and the public interest demands 
that yoU have it and you have got to take it, you do not want 
to be unfair to the tenants who are .there and the only way you 
can remedsmthat situation if you cannot provide them with - -
alternative accommodation is to compensate them in terms of 
money. Mr Speaker, the opening of the frontier is costing 
enough, the Public forks Department painted the streets and 
did all sorts of things. All that was part of the cost of the 
opening of the frontier; add a few thousand for these garages • 
and it would have been a worthwhile expenditure and the. Govern-
ment, would have had,- reasonably soon, parkine facilities there. 
The fact Of the matter is that the Lisbon' Agreement was in 

• April, it is now six months and I think that in those six 
months some parking areas could have become available to the 
Government.,, But this motion, of course, is not suggesting 
where the- Government can put cars instead- of at USOC. I do 
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not think that is the purpose of the- motion. The purpose of 
the - motion'is to get the House to accept the prinCiple that in 
playing areas inGibraitar, restricted as they are already,'we 
heve'fewcrenourh aireedy, playing areas must 'b no-go areas' 
as far 6'S car narks and coach•parkingis concerned,' That • 
printiple has. tO'te ePtablished,- they are 'just not available.
What does.  theGoVernment do - in those circumstances? _One. of 
the thinad IWould ehave thought the Government could 'have done 
already is put out a site for a multiestorey cap park ac a 
matter of urgency. I knot-; the Government mentioned the Lite 
for a multi-so:,ey car park at Casemates, they had plane there, 
but this involees reproviding the Ylnistryeof Defence with 
seven quarters. Faced with that'probleM,it would seem to me 
that the Casemates muIt.“.Storey car park•because of the condil-
tions under which it can become available, must necessarily be 
a long-term project because until the quarters are reprovided, 
or until the Government can exert suffocient pressure on the 
Ministry of Defence of one way. or another. to get the people in 
the auarters into other accommodation,' unless they can do that 
and 'exert the pressure successfully then, if they have to wait' 

' until the Ministry ofDefence hawe developed or made available . 
seven alternative quarters,. and bearing in mind the cash 
-that -tha present British GovernMent is placing on its Defel:ca 
Departments, unless you can get this going, then you hsve.tc. 
fraaeet .about t e Casemates multi-storey car park in:tIil 
situation, you .heve .to look for another- site which tan--e pa • 
out .  to tender fOr i multi-storey car park. If the GovernTeat 
bears in - mind that as f6r..asUSOC'Was concerns.! the agreement, 

'asel Understood 'it; if. there was aril agreement with the Ministry 
ef..Defenee Which is net-very'clear%from the communiques that' I 

:haveaseen,Hthe. agreement,.atolaundersteod it, was that the 
• Gibraltar Government would •have to repobvideatherhockeyetitch 
somewhere else and I am told' that the cost of roproviding the 
hockey pitch at USOC, say,.dt.Europa'Point,•was- ot the order 
Of -2200,000. I tlay be talking throligh•my hat- but•thia• is- .just 
informatibn given to me by people who seem to know a lot about 
it. If that is the case'tten,of course, why not put -the-
£200,000 'in the first InStance into a multi-storey Car park • 
and.nerotiate. with the Ministry of Defence to keep the USOC' 
leisure areas, including the 'USCG building; for a civilian/ • 
FAlitery leisure area, for the develophent and improvement of,  
the facilities avai'Lable to the youth and the people of 
Gibraltar. What surprises Me is that in those five months 
since Liston the Government has not put out to tender a site 
for a multi-Storey ear park: The MinisterforoEconoma 
Development says that there isn't one. 'Nell, I don"; :now.. 
I did net know, for .,example, that there were up :.he 'e 
Eurona three plots of land being put out to tender forawivete 
houses. I did not know that treseSortsC plots of land 

exibted in Gibraltar bit apparently they do. Perhapei-
with - a bit of.ingenuity and, if necessary, with a-bit of paying 
of.compensation, if necessary, the Government could find a site 
for a multi-storey car park because the solution to the parking 
problem in Gibraltar is not going to be USOC and the Government 
must haverealiaed now that there is no way that car parking is 
goingeto go there.' The solution inevitably has to be a multi,-
stooey car. park and the sooner the Government got down to it  

and put one out for tender and get it done by private enter-
prise or by themselves, but by themselves I think there is a 
problem lecause public •funds should be spent in things like 
houin• and schools, but I . think that properly worked out, a 
Pro2er parking scheme for Gibraltar worked out, the introduc-
tion, possib:y, of parking meters in particularare, and 
with.proper planning, a mu'iti-storey car park is andoubtedly 
a viable economic project and the Government should•put out a 
site for tender at the earliest opportunity because that is a 
wayoof getting 1,000 car spaces, if proplerly designed and 
constructed end put into effect. It surprises me that the 
Government has still, some five months after the Lisbon 
Agreement, not yet put out a site for tender. The Minister 
for'Eco/omic Development says that there isn't one, well, if 
the Government would exchange places with us I am sure we 
could find one. It•is . very easy to say that there isn't one.-  
But .neither is there saace for parking at USCG because when 
the raovernMent says there isn't a site for a multiestorey car 
park what I suppose the Minister must be saying is that all 
available sites are being used for other purpOses, like USCG 
I. being used for other purpoaes,. Why should that be. avail-
anle and'not an old building being used by two or three people 
be Compenaled and put somewhere else and built a multi-storey 
car patk. ;hat 1.; what I mean when I say using ingenuity be-
cause it is very easy to say "thet there is neasite available, 
that evea.t•,ins is being used like these five -;.-.1ages at 
Queer away bring used by five, possibly small commercial enti-
tle,,'but valuable from the .point of view of parking facili-
tees litiothe package deal that we are being offered by the 
Vicustry of Deferce.-  Compensation can be - given; people have 
tc•be•prected, 1 - agree entirely, but comes the public 

-interest and. the question of compensation. 'Compensation or 
other. arrangements can be made but don't go'for the easy. 
places sand the easy places are - inevitably the leisure areas 
aid the footbAll areas. Mr Speaker, in asking the House to 
eattblish toe principle that under no circumstances should 
leisure areas be used for car parking, in asking the House to 
agree 'to this principle and •to put it into effect, I am making 
sure that in the event of the frontier being opened the 
identity of our people will not be absorbed by the need for 
peope having to go to Spain to pia:,  sport, having to go to 
Sna.4:r. for their recreation because all available omen' and 
leiaure areas in Gibraltar have been taken up for car narking. 
Mr Speaker, I do tot think it is necessary for me to point out 
to the what- very strong public feeling there is on 
this issue and the public feeling there is oo this issue is • 
notone that has bean stirred up by my Party or by the Cpposi-
tfon. The-oppcsleion to the use of the USOC area for car 
parking was, I would say, spontaneous. It came out from the 
Parerta..' Association, from teachers and then there was this 
petitich that was organised by the parents and the teachers 
Under this- building and which was signed by a tremendous 
number of people when one considers it all took place on a 
Saturday morning. I do not think the Government can have any 
doubt at all in their minds about how the people of Gibraltar 
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feel on the issue of USOC. They may tell us when we - put 
peenoeals forward: that we do not have the support of.people 
.in  Gibraltar for what we are 'saying. Usually .they are 
telling us wrongly, usually they are miataheh: In this case 
we can prove it because other Oryenisatiene other -Oen the 
DPBG have come out, there has beer a tremendous amount af 
letters to the press, as the Government is only too aware, 
they felt strongly enough to organise a petition and take it 
to the Governor who then, I believe, passed. it on to the 
Chief Minister. I hope the Government, who after all are an 
elected Government, will take very serious account of how the 
people of Gibraltar feel 'on the use of the USOC hockey pitches 
and tennis courts for car parking. It is no use the Govern-
ment saying that this is only a temporary thing, it would 
never be tempOrarY and we know and everybody knows it will 
not be temporary. Once it is used for car or_ coach or lorry 
parking it has gone for good. We all know that and therefore 
I hope the Government will accept the principle in this motion 
which, of course-, does not just apply to USOC., We are 
pleading for all hockey and football pitches that are avail-
able today for use by the population, these must be preserved. 
They .are the minimal requirementaand if I. may shift net to 
another .subject, it is concerned with it, the Hon. Min'-ter m s ' 
plans for charging fees,. for example, at .:he Victoria ,Stacsium, 
part of the reason for the opposition to it is.preciselY the 
lack. of sporting areas in Gibraltar and preciselyethe tact-. 
that people de not have much choice tutetcause the Victoria 
Stadium. I aMnot speaking critically now on these measures . 
but .T em saying thet part of the opposition arises from that, 
that :there are few enough facilities in Gibraltar anyway so 
.let us not reduce them any more. I hope that the Government 
can agree with the motion and for ever put-at rest the Idea 
that they might use USOC playing areas for car parking in the 
event:Of the Trontier opening. I hope they can reassure the 
public of. Gibraltar that their welfare, especially where 
leisure and sport is concerned, must come before the question 
of providing car parking spaces for those coming over. I 
think the problem is likely to erise mainly with. coaches and 
we have put forward .a solution for coaches which I think the 
Government has accepted and that is that coaches will.nut 
people down somewhere in the- .town area and then prcae.ad south. 
and park in places like. Rosia Parade. I think I h:"re seen a 
Government communique in which that idea -was being adopted 
although nott - necesearily at 2paia Parade. I think will be - 
mainly catches that will present the pecalem. I de rot think 
curs will present that much of a probIemebecause the Govern-
ment will have to bear in mind that if the frontier opens, as 
it must, two ways, there will always be at a certain given 
time throughout the year a good number of cars from Gibraltar • 
in Spain and they will themselves therefore leave free a. 
number of spaces within the town that are not today available.. 
The problem of where to put the cars must be treated and dealt 
with in a positiVe manner, a multi-storey car park is a must 
in Gibraltar, and other areas which have been mentioned in a 
number of press releases should be parseed. The idea of 
Queensway, all those garages there, the idea of taking them  

away is something that should be pursued actively because 
that wotld protride,quite a large number of car park spaces 
even. to tide us over the possibly emergency that. might arise 
if all the cars .started coming in as some people fear they 
might &nand no cars in Gibraltar go out to ceopensate the 
spaces. 1:Jr...Speaker, I hope that all MeMbers of the. House can 
sehecribe to the principle of this motion and that we can have 
positive assurances from the Government on the motion. I 
commend the motion to the House. 

Mr Speaker then proposed the ouestion in the terms of the 
Hon P J Isola's motion. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, it is not, never has been and never will be the.  
Government's intention to deprive anyone of leisure or 
sporting facilities. The motion is simplistic and seeks to 
co sit_ the Government to a rigidity which'no Government 
could accept in the terms in which it is couched. There may 
be circumstances, without reducing the number of sporting 
facilities, where there could be a switch over from the 
betterment of the people and therefore what could be an im-
proved situation could arise whereby something which is now 
being used Ter sporting facilities could be used for some-
thing more useful and something better obtained for sporting 
facilities. The OcrrernMent plans must be teen in their proper 
perspective. The Lisbon Agreement to which the Hon Member 
has referred in somewhat jingoistic terms by introducing the ' 
identity of the prole of Gibraltar with whether a place is 
used for a car park or not, had come'in April and we have. 
been urging everybody, CPA, Strasbourg, Members of Parliament, 
European Movement, talks everywhere that the frontier must be 
opened, we have been saying that we are ready and that the 
frontier must be opened. In fact, when the,Lisbon Agreement 
was signed there was virtually to be able to be ready for 
contingency, a period of seven weeks and the Government had 
to plan and this is what we have only done, had to plan to • 
cope with the situation the consequences of which we could 
hardly gauge until.it came on top of us. There has never 
been intention of depriving anybody of leisure grounds 
but thee was an emergency situation which we had to deal 
witl in planning and we now say proddly when we tell the 
peopie that the Spaniards have reneged en the Lisbon Agree-
ment tha we were ready on 1 June as the communique said but 
ether people were not ready and we have been able to say that 
rather proudly. What would have happened if on 1st June the 
frontier had been opened, and 500 or 1,000 cars would have come 
into Gibraltar?' What would have happened here, we would have 
come to a standstill, I suppose, because I am quite sure that 
whatever would have happened the number of cars that would 
have come into Gibraltar was going far to exceed the number 
of care. that would have left Gibraltar at the time anxious as 
new na2 owners are to get to the long roads. We know that 
there has been something like 2,000 cars sold since the Lisbon 
Agreement was announced. What we did' was to do what was 
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possiblesin,the time available and to show our intentipp. I 
was telittle.sceptical.about the'timIng of the Lisbon,Agreee,  
mentore the implementation of it-in time' as suggested- on the 
Other side and' I tOeke it upon myeeIf to make sure thatsnb 
Permanent or Irrevocable steps were taken in respect: of faA-
lities that we had in order to oopewith -a situation that 
Might not arise „in thee time available.: We, have been saying-

_that the restri-d-fl were inhuman," that, 'they should come to 
an end and we have been saying that the Lisbon Agreement 
should be implemented without delay. -  Some people have even 
suggested that Gibraltar should ask Britain to veto Spain's 
entry into Europe until they open the frontier"so we cannot 
really blow hot and cold. If, in fact, the frontier had 
opened shortly after. 1 June and the Government._ had made no 
preparations, the criticism of the Government would have'been 
harsh, widespread and justified particularly .'sa Gibraltar it-
self and also abroad. .We would have been the laughing, stock 
if we would not have been able to say that we could cope with 

• an emergency situation. The Government, in,that good faith' 
that it has shown, had made basic plans .tc Cope with the 
expected situation.  When it became clear that there, would 
be delays In reopening thefrontier, but only. then; the 

- Government begun to te criticised for makinge the plans One 
of the,storiesePut.boUt was that leieure"and:sportilg Areas 
were to be- sacrificed: to allow Spaniards to park, '?net is 

eabsclute nonsense. eI would remind MeMbers thaton7ais Ppaguat 
preasereleaseswassiasued explaining tureethe GOVernesent's 

positionobn thesmatters This referred tc •Government 
concern, in its dirty tO:eheure-thet-additionaI economic 
aCtivityeisegenerated:When .the .frontier opered, some of-the 
money now being spent it Gibreltar Wogidprobebly hae been 
spent in Spain and ItswesetherefOre necessary,. in the • 
interest•aof theeeconomys tostake steps to attract tourists 
to Gibraltar from :across the border .in  the greatestposaible 
numbeeesa  It was essential to provide some parking areas in 
the-centre Of the town if only reasonably near shops and 
restaurants.- This release went on to explain that in the 
.short time available it had been decided that the most suit..., 
ablePpace in7 addition to other areaSevould be the IJS00 
pitches and two 'of the tennis courts. 'It was decided at the 
same time as the press xelease stated, that these_facilities 
would be reprovidetleisewhere. The best way ofsiehieVing ' e 
this was being considered and possibilities for providing 
alternative facilities 'in the meantime-were 'also being 
explored. A lot of mention has been made that we saould take 
account of the Queensway huts and the si:,x garages. 1 lot of 
work has been done on that and in fact though there are still 
difficulties about the way in which the tenure of that land is 
going to be handed to us, ye already havean estimate of the 
cost of the demolition of the five tig hots and we also have 
plans to Provide alternative accommridation tOthe people" who 
make a living by these six garages, whom the Government would 
not-wish to Eet.rid off by giving them compensation and 
depriving them of.their means of livelihood which they have , 
been allowed to do for a long time - to that the.Government 
will not be a party. These garages, like so many of the • 

difficulties we find, were allowed to be built by the Ministry 
of Defenceewho Shen owned the property and then once they had 
the dncumbents there were handed back to the Government with 
4: he inesimben',s Inside. Even•that reason will. not -rake us: 
deprivs 73'eOple of earning their living as they are doing there 
by givensethem e compensation which would be tantamouivt to 
double the amount according to the Landlord and Tenants 
Ordinance, two years of the net annual. value- In any case, 
how in .Gibraltar a man is making, a living or two or three or 
four of them, hoW are we going to Comoensate them for 
depriving. them of making their living. But We have found 
places for these people. The Development and Planning 
Commission.has found alternative places for these people in 
the :eacustrial area so that these-stores can be cleared. But 
let tes,ay that that and,. the five Romney huts of which we have 

'alreeiy an estimate ofethe cost of demolition, which we will 
haye to pay for when we settle :the. question of. the tenure of 
the land,Twill only provide 134 parking spaces, 104 without .  
the s!x small garages and 134 with the six small garages. We 
have 7ael:planning and looking: for alternative places. On the 

• questice of - the mu:.ti-storeyecar park, apart from saying. that 
it is all very well to say from the Opposition that; "We would 
find a place".-, I w:171 leave that to my colleague, Mr Canepas  
who is the'Chairman of the Development-and Planning Commission 
and who will tell you. the-effort= that have been made it 21.at 
resneet, , It is veey. easy to. say use this place or use the 

• other place.from tosebencheseopposite and then go home happily 
and leeve:theeproblem with these who have to deal with it. 

.Because-thee Government - is. convinced that Some stens can be 
taken•.tcemakeeorovision for additional parking areas in the 
event. of theefron'Aer opening;:c has called for a further 
study - to- be• 'made -;iith these .ends..in mind and I.will keep the • 
Ioase informed.. The Government has always kept its options 
bseao there,is. no determined:decLsion to use USOC as a car 
por'ic. It was made clear on -14" August, on 18 September and it 
is made -  clear,now. It is not of the liking of the people to 
do so and the Government knows the feeling of people in this 
matter and fully shares it but Government has got its own 
responsibilities and in certain circumstances may have to 
take, and:: am not saying this 'is in respect of •USOC only, in 
any state-of affairs, may.  have to take a measure which for 
the 'moment.m.y. be criticised, but for which the Government has 
got to take -;he respopsibf.lity to act - on and then be judged 
by the resvazs. What we are saying is that particularly in 
the situation tha% has arisen, and we must remember t'eet,even 
if, there -Was am. early opehins 'of the frontier of whicn I have 
no knowledge and which I have eome doubts, the situation :is 
very different in the winter tan it would have been had it• 
been -in the middle of the summer for the opening of the 
frontier in re-spict of the numbers .of cars that could be 
expected. The situation then might well arise if nothinis 
done and.still the frontier is closed and still there is-  some 
.respeatfor the-Lisbon Agreement and then it is opened in the 
middle of next summer, but at this time the problem is com-
pletely different to the-situation that arose shortly after 
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-the Lisbon Agreement because we knew that theearrangements 
had to be made by 1 June and we knew that:ifeit was imple- 

' Mehted early we would have a rush of cars and we would. have. 
to have some provision if we Were not Easing to-ailow the 
whole of Gibraltar to come to a standenill orSworse;still 
Stop:  cars from Spain coming after you had deprived. yourselves . 
of 120 pdrking spaces and then allow hundreds of cars from 
Gibraltar to go to Spain to spend their money 'there aod then 
deprive us of shat part of the economy without any compensa-
Sion from peop1e coming from across the way. This was the 
situation in the summer and this was the situation under 
which we were acting and'I think that we -did the righa thing 
to plat. for an emergency and that was all. We have s big 
problem with parking even without as open frontier. Pave-
ments are being used now to park cars and people sometimes 
park cars which are a clear obstruction to the flow of 
traffic without regard to other people, perhaps becaUse of 
pressure or because they do not want to walk long enough by 
looking for a place further away. I agree, and I have always 
• said, that in normal circumstances there is a two-way traffic 

and-it is not all going to be'providina for cars tat come in 
without allowing for cars to go out, eWe have--a nroblem of 
parking with or without the frontier opening. That le a clear 
matter and we may have to look'into the. long term'sitaation tn 
this because we could come to a reel standstill even.without a 
frontier closed if people do change cersae often as.they,  do 
now and the.old cars are.not got rid-'of but are sold' ass junk 
and usedees cars. As I say, the question or multi-storey car 
parkeewiiIbe dealt with by my colleagUe. ',think that I have 
explained,the situation as we felt at the time. As I say 
there ineno irrevocable or even now any.. intention of using 
UsoC unless it, is absolutely necessary as an emergency. I do 
not- agree.that if it were on an .emergency basis that once you 
.take away,  something you never restore it. That, of course, 

. does not arise now and therefore I will not elaborate much 
more on that. The question of providing alternative hockey 
pitches has been considered_ in many ways and not only, let me. 

.says one at Europa Point, there are other plana which are 
being considered, additional to what there are now but let 
there be no mistake, the Ministry of Defence now are not 
being particularly helpfUl. 1.am sorry to have to say this 
but I have to say it so that everybody knows and, the battle 
is going on all the time but -the Ministry of Defence now are 
not being particularly helpful: They were much more helpful 
after the Lisbon,  Agreement than they axe sLow an the pressure 
'oh them is on all the time at all le7els. Let as net thtna 
that by saying: "If I.were here I would gat. the Manry of 
Defence to give me that", be ease some Members opposite; 
certainly the Leader of the Opposition and the Gallana Major 
have been in Government and know what difficulties are placed 
when you want something from the Ministry of Defence. I 
regret. that Iehave to speak like that because I prefer to 
.settlesquarrelse if-possible, with those you consider to be 
your friends, privately, but. if there is going to be an im-
pression that there are no more parking spaces in Gibraltar 

because the Government does not press for them from the 
Ministry of Defence. I regret that I have to say what. I 
'have said about their. lack of 000peration at some level, 
'perhsps,"I. should have Saidn and I will continue saying it. 
It- some levels we find lack of cooperation. I do not think 
that even the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition 
expected us to agree to this motion because it ties our hands 
which no Government would allow that, but I hope that what I 
have said will alley the anxiety and make clear that the 
Government Isaas ecncerned and as conscious of the fact that 
we should not deprive people. of their leisure areas and in 
fact we should extend them as far as it comes within our 
poSsibilities. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I would like to move an amendment, Mr Speaker, to the motion. 
It is a very small amendment that does not change the inten-
tion of theamotion, it is a drafting amendment; more than any-
thine else... The amendment is that the motion should be amended 
by deleting. the words "car or lorry" in' the fourth line and 

."ear" in the sixth line. I know the Hon and Learned Meaber 
saia that the coaches. should be narked nn Rosie or somewhere 
else .ant that the Government had indicated their acceptance 
of. this:but if we are saying that the Government should, not 
allow leisure or sporting areas for parking then.it  should be 
made clear that it is•for parking any type of vehicle in-
cluding anything else that they may care to send us across 
even if it is acart:  and donkey.. I support the. motion, of 
course, and it does not worry me if.some newspaper comes out 
saying that in doing so I am in conflict with the Lisbon 
Agreement. I move accordingly. 

Mr tpeaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon 
J Bossano's amendment. 

HON P J ISOLA:. 

I can accept that amendment, I did put in'he word "lorry" 
because 7 have always a fear that whenever a parking.area is 
made available, lorries seem to creep into them but I ail 
quite larey with the amendment. 

aoy CHIEF MINISTER: 

We will not• vote on this amendment because we do not see any-
thing wrong with it butwe ao not agree with what remains 

-after the amendment. I would like to say that half of the 
amendment, because the_amendrentemeans.deleting four words, 
half of those words would have been surplus anyhow because 
it was never the intention to. put any lorry in USCG. 
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MR SPEAKER: 

I should_say n  in fairness to you,.Mr Bossanc, that you have 
used your right tn speak on the motion by putting the amend-
ment. You have Eot a xight to reply, of course, before I put 
the question on ehe amendment. 

HON BOSSANO: 

I think it has been a very useful motion, Mr Speaker, notwith-
standing the fact that it is likely to be defeated by the 
Government, because we have heard from the Chief Minister the 
statement that the Spaniards have now reneged on .the Lisbon 
Agreement. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I haye.not-said.that. I do not speak for the Spanish Govern-
ment and I hope I never will:, I said there was need for • 
paekina areas even if the Spaniards reneged on the Lisbon
Ag-eemento  I hever said that at all end there is no evidence 
,that they have though there is no evidence that the- have not. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I agree 'with the. Hon - MembeT thatethe Government must-have been 
put ine.enverYodifficult spot by the emergency created. by the 
presumed opening within a seven-week deadline and', of course, 
.this indicates the bad way in Which this - was handled when we 
were presented with - a.  situation which We were then presumably 
required to cope with without sufficient thought having been 
given to how we were going to cope withit. it., the 
position is quite clear that in dealing with the problems 
created with the opening of the frontier, if and when it ever 
-noes open, our standpoint must be, as the Hon and Learned 
Member has said, that our job is to look after the interests 
of our people in Gibraltar and it is their interest thnt must 
take precedence over-any. accommodation we may have to make ta 
please our neiahhours who have done so little to please us in 
the last fourteen years. ; The Motion, of course, does not 
specifically refer to narking.forecura coming over ands pre-. 
numbly, the view that leisure and sporting areas shoPed not 
be used for perking, certainly on a purely superficie2. reading 
of the motion as it stands, which does not directly link it 
with the opening of the fnontiet, gives, I believe, pteeedence 
over the importance to leisure and sporting areas as onposed 
to parking are:as and that I. an issue which, as the Hon and 
Learned Member pointed ohte we will have to face anyway. We 
cannot have a situation where we have got an increasing car 
mopulation to the extent that the human population is serving 
the interests of. the car population instead of the other way 
round. Even if the motion is unacceptable to the Government  

because the Government believes it ties their hands in rela-
tion to what thy may think they may have to do if the 
frontier oners in the future, the. need to set up our priori-
ties interms. of whether sporting and leisure facilities 
should. be,given a higher priority than car parking facilities, 
is one which the House should face and in fact which the 
motion noents to, perhaps, indirectly. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I did say something on the amendment but I would have spoken 
or the amendTlent more if I had heard the Member speaking so 
if . tne Hon Yemner would give way. First of all, when I said 
rinicity I said rigidity generally not just for the purposes 
of the Spanish situation. I want to make that quite clear. 
I said it tied the hands of the Government not only in respect 
of a possible opening of the frontier but in respect of any 
situaA.on which could honpen and then we would be bound by a 
motto_ • of the House of Assembly, That is the first point. 
The rigidity. I me(nt was not in order to say that we keep out 
options open an( if the frontier opens then it is alright. I 
am not saying thet. I am saying that we do not intend and I 
hope we do not have to and if we can control it and see how 
the thing works se much the better. That is the first point. 
':Ore other one is o i this question of our rights- come first 
than the Spaniards' rights. Of course, they come first that 
is.whet w.1 are here for all the time and this was not the 
question cal this -is why I said that people who were saying 
why doesn't the frontier open were then sayina but they want 
the car park fh,r the Spaniards. The car park was not going 
to be for the Spanish or the French or the Dutch cars, it waa 
going to be.to  decongest a situation that could erise and 
,here was not going to be discrimination within the EEC to 
say that.certain cars of certain nationalities can park in 
this or that place and other people cannot. It meant an 
emergency and in fact it has already been pointed out to us 
in the course of discussion that we might as well find the 
first day the whole. place full. of local cars parking their 
cars in USCG. I do not think that that is fair that we should 
be attributed that that•was our intention. It was done to 
meet with a.possible emergency of an open frontier, not of a 
possible emergency because Spaniards were going to come to 
Gibraltar. In fact, the bu?.k of the people on the opening of 
the frontier were at that time hcping that all the people who 
were on the.Coata del Sol with their foreign cars would come 
into Gibraltar. 

• 
HON J BOSSANO: 

Bef:ore.finithing on my amendment, I shall say that I take the 
point certainly that if we do not define more rigidly leisure 
areas, for example, which is a wider concept than sporting 
areas,, we could well find that there are today-hundreds of 
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Mr Speaker-then put the question and on a vote being taken 
the following Hon Members voted in favour: 

The Hon J Bo: nano 
The Hon A J Haynes 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon G T Restano 
The Hon 'W T Scott 

The following Hon Members abstained: 

cars parked in leisure areas which should not be there and, 
clearly, if we wanted to restrict parking-to areas which did 
'not interefere with the pleasure of people enjoying their 
sport etc, then we might need- to define within a City Plan 
what is leisure area which cannot be Used for perking. 

The Hon I Abecesiz 
The Hon. A J Caneoa 
The Hon Major F J Delliniani 
The Ion M K Featherstone 
The Hon.Sir Joshua Hessen' 
The Hon J B Perez 
The Hon Dr R G Valarino 
The Hon H J Zams4 t 
The. Hon D Hull 
The Hon R J Wallace 

The amendment was accordingly pacaed. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, one can understand now, as a result of the Lisbon 
Agreement, the Government were stampeded into action on the 
traffic situation but the Lisbon Agreement is now history and 
I am sure that to the people who expected it to be an open 
sesame it must seem like ancient history. The fact is that 
the Parking problem in Gibraltar has been building up over' 
the last six or seven years. It seems to me a shame that it 
took the Lisbon Agreement to jog the Government into some 
aation. I am not referring only to the VSOC solution tut 
also to the fact that we envisaged and we voted for a quarter 
of a million pounds to solve the traffic problem. I was in 
London in August and I went round for hours-  looking for a 
parking place, everything was choc-a-bloc and they have multi-
sterey car parses in London. But just becadse I came from the 
nroninces into London the Corporation of London wasn't falling 
over itself to turn Hyde Park into a parking area. I parked 
my car Wherever I could whenever I could and paid. We adm1t.  
that there'was an emergency and although the Government might 
accuse us of being wise after the event there was an emergency 
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but the emergency is over. The Lisbon Agreement was in April 
and ,re .oust have had time to plan what to do with this. • 
fentaetic influx of - cars if and when the-frontier opens, 
do not believe that the solution to the parking nroblem of 
Gibralear is a' multi-storey car park. I do-not think that 
is the panacea.' I believe that the solution to the parking 
neoblem and the traffic in Gibraltar is a complex one and I - 
1oelieve a multi-storey car park is one answer. There is also 
the question of.parking meters, there is also the question of 
a very stnict and severe MOT test but this MOT test should co 
hand in glove with control over the size of cars imported into 
Gibraltar. Here I might be accused of saying that 2 am inter-
ferieg With the freedom of the individual but I accept that, 
I accept that I am running at risk. There is also the eues-
tion of time limits for parking. Once upon a time in 
Gibraltar, and you can still see them around town, there are 
metal flaps on Walls saying- time limit 7 days, time litit 6 
hours, that could•be revived. There is also the question of 
Traffic Wardens, hot a very popular method of dealing with 
car parking but an effective one and then there is, of course, 
the ever present one of derelicts, the problem of derelict 
cars. Thee, I believe, should all be taken in conjunction 
when thinains of a-solution to the parking Problem. The only 
thing'T am sorry is that having said all this, that I haven't 
a copyright on it and if Government decides tc implement it I 
will never get the credit. Earlier on,-in a discussion . • 
Programme on Radio Gibraltar, the Hon Minister, Mr Featherstone, 
told us that the reason why.  Naval Ground No 1 and 2 had been 
considered for possible parking areas but had then been 
rejected was that the nature of the aurface rendered them un-
suitable in rainy weather. Perhaps now we will regret that . 
USOC was converted into an all-weather pitch. I know that 
Most Members in this House do not practice sports but we must 
not forget the thousands who do and the thousands are not just 
schoolchildren, the youth and the not so young who make use of 
USOC and without USOC, I think, hockey in Gibraltar would die. 
On the question of those Romney huts'in Queensway, I don't 
know-if any Member remembers that these Romney huts are today 
stending on the site of tennis courts and six-a-side hockey 
pitches which were lost after the war when the MOD decided to 
T)uild these huts.. However, they built these huts but not at 
the expense of depriving the services of these playing areas 
which were reprovided elsewhere, the MOD reprovided the area 
and then built the; huts. I em not surprised that the MOD now 
is not so heIpfulteoesidering that we have told them, after 
having domplainedethat we never had-enough playing areas, that 
the ones we .are going td get we are going to turn into car .  
parks:but. if my memory serves me right, if it had not been for 
the MOD thousands of schoolchildren and others would never have 
been able to enjoy sport 'in Gibraltar because the Victoria 
Stadium is not that old. Since the war if it had not been for 
the good offices of the MOD-most Gibraltarians would not have 
been able to enjoy sport. Mr Speaker, I think that the Govern-
Ment shoUld' really seriously consider this and not under any 
circumstances whatsoever allow any sporting area, any recrea-
tional area, to be used for any.other than for sport and re-
creation. Thank you, Mr Speaker. . 
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HON A CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, although not strictly relevant to the motion, I ' 
-cannoteallow Mr.:-Loddo to give the impressio]:ite the Hauce and 
to. the general public thattheGovernment has token ne action 
whetboever in the -last six or:Lsevenyears to provide merscar 
parks and-  therefore I will enUmerate• a nusherofcar, parks 
that have in fact been provided in.the left six or seven 
years.. A large car park at Arengo's Palace, the car park 
outside the Calpe Rowing Club, a small car park in Flat, 
eBastion, Road, another car park in Town Range, further car 
parking in the last 18, months or .12 months in Moorish Castle, 
a reqUest to the MOD to let us have part of the land at • 
Moorish Castle, there-are very large wardens of their property 
there where we could get anothei.,  30 or 40 car spaces. Behind 
the Gorbals a new Oar park was built there six or seven rears 
age. Extra carparkingto the tune of over 100 car spaces at' 
the Varyl Begg Estate over and above the provision that had 
-been made by Major Peliza's administration. The car parkat 
Eastern Beach where the old refuse destructor used to be, the 
car park at CatalarvBay, all these:have been done in the last 
six or seven years, but as I say this is just fbr the. record 
and it.ia not-really:strictly relevant to the motion.. 'Mr 
Isola.made'reference to the.Government plans in:aoaneetion 
with the proposed multi-storey car park atCaserilales and yes 
I agree that that does not_offer prospects of-a short term 
solution. 1 think-it 18 useful to point :out what the posi-
tion is with,  respect though tOCasemates'sosthat we get an 
overall pictare. I thirkettsWill -afford medium term prospects 
of helpingetei:solVeithetraffic:prcralem, -The pOsition is that 
the:MOD.have'agreed thatetheslte should:be advertised as.a 
preliminary:to. the selection-Of a suitable.developer-who would 
be eXpeetedeto.reprovide or. rather the MOD themselves as. part 
of a feasibility study that they have conducted,they have in-
cluded the reproVisioning of the seven married'qU arters there 
and the developer Would be expected to meet-.the Cost. All 
that-is now required is that the potential disposal ef.this 
site should be formally approved in:accordance with section 
75 of the Constitution and therefore I anticipants that in the 
next few weeks, possibly by the end of thia month, an: 
advertisement will appear inviting tenders:-In this respect 
but again it is just to round off.  the position because as I 
say it does not offer any immediate prospects of any solution. 
Leteme assure the House-that the Development and Planning 
Commission and :n particular the Government members on.  the 
Commission, ie .hr Chief-Planning Officer, the Surveyor and 
Panning. Secretary, my colleague the Minister for Public Works 
and myself, have been giving very careful consideration to 
the probleM of car parking end in particular tae,provision of 
a multi-storey car park. We cannot identify:a site that could .  
be  made readily available for the provision of a multi-storey 
car park and I think, of all the people thatI have had 
dealings with in Government in the last 8i- years, the person' 
who seems to me to be best informed about sites, generally . 
speaking, is the'. Surveyor and Planning Secre',aaY, the man is . 
a mine of information in.this respect and he has not been able 
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to come. up with anything but I will tell the Surveyor and 
Planning Secretary the Hon Mr Isola has said that there 
is a site in Gibraltar vh.Lch all that is required is that two 
or ehreeepeople should be giver alternative accommodatiol or 
should be compensrted and then ehat building could be aemo-
lfshed and converted into a multi-storey car, park. Armed 
withe tisat iaformation it may well be that the Surveyor and 
Planninr SecN'etary may be- able to' come up with something. 
If Yr Isola, however, is able to give me the information 
before we vote on the motion I might even support the motion. 
The Ministry of Defence, as the Chief Minister has said, are 
not being particularly cooperative at present. I'think I 
siould remind the :louse that the Ministry of Defence still 
aen over 50 of the land in Gibraltar and that most of the 
land which they own is flat whereas most of the land which 
the Gibraltar Government owns is not flat and is therefore 
not susceptible to easy and cheap development. I have been 
trying, more so of late, as we have found less of• a disnosi-
tion to be cooperative, perhaps, as the Lisbon Agreement 
recedes into pre-history, I have been trying to impress upon 
the officia:Ls who represent the Ministry of Defence in the 
Development and Planning Commission and most notably last 
Friday at the meeting, I have been trying to impress upon 
them that iraan )pen frontier situation in which there would 
be a two-way flow of vehiceLas traffic, the Government and 
Gibraltar will be faced with an unprecedented situation, a 
situation which Gibraltar has never had to face either before . 
the war when there weren't so many cars, or even after the 
war between 7.945 and 1954 when the Spaniards were being . 
allowed to vials Gibraltar but in the depression of the time 
in Spain there just weren't anywhere near the number of. car. 
owners that there are today capable of coming over to 
Gibraltar. Even-in those dayt Gibraltar did not have to-face• 
them problem that one can anticipate when the frontier opens. 
I have aeen trying to impress upon them that faced with this 
situation, the Government just-does not have the wherewithal 
or. the resources to solve this problem by a mere wave of a 
Pasic wand. That just is not the situation and that it is 
facile to pretend that it can be solved and it is facile to 
pretend that the open frontier situation is not going to 
bring. about a certain amount of disruption within Gibraltar, 
not only to the civilian population but to the Services popu-
lation who .tr: also going to benefit from whatever benefits 
the o:!tet.r.

n 
fr,,ritier will bring Gibraltar by way of expansion in 

theh.n..eriad a.ad so-  forth.. There are business interests 
with-fr,any millions of pounds available, I am told, to be re-
invested ersi to be invested within Gibraltar rather than out-
side, business interests which are interested in building a 
multi-storey car park et USOC that would reprovide the playing 
facilities on the,. top deck. It would mean, naturally, the 
temporary loss of the playing facilities until they could be 
repravided on that top deck. The people concerned are willing 
to, LnOertake a .1easibility study with a view to building, they 
say fon 1,500 Leers. Ithink that figure is too. high. On 
planling. grounds it seems a rworthwhile project but there are 
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polio caI difficulties.and'problems "and naturally one 
aware of them eAven the opposition that there is,aae Z under-
stand .ite even:to the temporary loss of these facilities even 

-i-fatheeproject did in itself entail.provLsThn5:ng... USDC is 
.being made 'a fair amount Of use. •I will notSay-considerable 
use because a survey that was carried Out'seemedto..indicate 
that our schoolchildren are only using USOC about 14 houeS'a 
week, we tend to Oink that it is more than it actually ie. 
My, colleague the ?t:nister for Sport has plans with a small 
trian.ular piece of land adjacent to the Stadium, he-thinks 
that he could provide another hockey pitch and if floodlit: 
this would enhance the existing sporting facilities con-
siderably. I think there 'is a danger, Mr Speaker, that in 
lookine .after the welfare and interests of our young neople, 

'
something which we all have at heart, we could be losing . 
sight of the greater•and more important long term objective • 
and that is that we must ensure that in an open frontier 
situation there 'is a future for those young people in 
.Gibraltar because Gibraltar will continue to be aegoing,' 
viable, economic concern. I would hope that in an oeen . 
frontier situation through the adoption of an ostrich-type 
attitude in certain quarters,. even if it is to the' extent 
that they are not prepared even toeforeao temporarylesOof, • 
sporting.facilities, we would not geteintonasituation when 
the. Spaniards would: bring about,- through an open frontier, 
the economicdownfall.of.  Gibraltar., something which they have 
not been abla.tiOachieve so far during the years of a closed 
frontier situation. . This whatthe Government is.. trying to 
aveid-becouseawe.. know that whenthe frontier opens, even 
though thereeisa-  great deal of opposition to-that within 
Gibraltar,.weaknow full-well that after a few months people 
willego to Spain, in very large numbers and spend a great 
deal-of money in Spain and we are not-certain that'the loss 
of those. funds to-the economy would.be entirely compensated 
for.unless.there are reasonable prospects that-tourists, -
Spaniards and other tourists from the Costa will be-able to 
come to Gibraltar and spend compensating sums of money. If 
we do not get that equation right I think the Spaniards might 
still beat us to it and I would eery much hope that that will 
not happen. I would plead that score consideration should be 
given to the fact that the problem is not capable of an easy; 
short term solution- I will even- plead with Mr .Isola to let 
me amow which is. this site where We can provide the multi-, 
storey car park. I think he. Would.be doing a good service to 
Gibraltar in the international field and vet- just helping the 
Government to win the next election. 

HON A J HAYNES:  

Mr Speaker, it is the Opposition's duty to point at mistaken 
policy as embodied by their proposed use of USOC as a car 
park end this was succinctly put by the'Leader of the Opposi-
tion. As he said we have been followed in our Criticism of 
Government by the Parents' Association in their petition and 
demonstration. Out duty is not to suggest alternative sites 
in this sort of case because we labour under the general dis-
advantac,e of lack of information but I would question the 
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Minister's claim that there is no other possible site. I 
claim that.this should-be questioned on their own record as.. 
regards traffic.. l- feel that .4n. this criticism of Government 
that, we make as regards the proposed use of USOC„that we are 
prodding as always a laiy a.r.'adiseirited Government. They 
said that the USOC idea was alright beicause 88 a last minute 
effort it would hove, done the job but surely the fact that the 
frontier might open has always been on the curds and contin-
gency plans for such an eventuality should. have been prepared 
long before but then the Chief Minister did admit that the 
problem as - regards car parking is with us with or without an 
open frontier. Surely that is even more reason for. them to 
have come up with something as a stand-by and not just to say 
that they had a potential temporary solution for an oren 
frontier but now the frontier is not going to open or does not 
seem to be, we will not be putting in USOC and we won't be 
putting anything else either. Perhaps, worst 'of all, the 
Chief Minister in his stylish way then followed by the other 
Hon Member, seems to put the blame on the Ministry of Defence. 
I cal that a shame, the blame lies squarely on their own 
shoulderp. The Government has allowed the parking problem to 
escalate in Gibraltar, not the Ministry of Defence, and as my 
Friend .Mr Loddo has pointed out, it is not just the USOC 
measure as regards car parking that seenP to be faulty. May I 
refer you. to the, Regulation and•Construction Use Ordinance, 
which. was. the-  subject of &Question yesterday and the subjeCt 
ef a question in July. This Ordinance has now turned its 
quarter century in its present form, it concerns itself 
primarily With safety which I would have thought would be of 
primary concern to this and any Government, and - it is hope-
lessly inadequate. Yesterday we heard from' Government that 
it is in contravention of the EEC Directives and among these 
EEC Directives you have statements and resolutions that all 
safety _regulations as regards Class B made uniform, .be 
applicable to all EEC countries and.in Gibraltar is quite out 
of line. One of the problems, for instance, is that the only 
braking requirements accepted by the Ordinance are locking the 
wheels so. that when the. many  

MR. SPEAMR: 

We are coarietely digressing from the subject matter of the 
motion. 

HON A J 11;,/14ES: 

T em only'trying to point out the hopeless inadequacy of this 
regulation as symptomatic of Government's lack cf concern 
with safety and car regulations. Mr Speaker, if Government 
expects us-to believe .their claim that no one could possibly 
find en alternative site since they. have been told by every-
body and since they have this in their heart of hearts, how 
can I accept such a statement when I know that-with another 
aspect. of cars which is the safety of ears as embodied in the 
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match whilst she and her friends might like to go across to 
Spain as happened to football in Gibraltar when we say that 
the standard of foocball. (Iropped between the mid-50s. It is. 
not that the standard of footba7.1- dropped, what happened there 
really was that v.;.rually everybody was able to buy thcseives 
a aar on the never-never and the football players went away 
and there were no more young un and coming footbal players 
because- wcke.ids virtually was a get-awey from Gibraltar and 
football In particular declined. I would 'like to remind the 
Hon Mr Loddo when he said that the MOD had reprovided some-
thing, he may not recall, I can as I am slightly older than 
him, where the Romney huts are today there used to a six-
a-side.hockey pitch there many years ago. The MOD of course 

not provide their own six-a-side hockey pitch so it was a 
facility that was lost to the whole community. Mr Sneaker, 
obviously from my point of view and I think Government knows 
my views, I made them quite clear;. I will try to resist using 
leisure or sporting facilities for any other than sporting 
facilities bet as.  my Hon Friend Mr Canepa has sold, the world 
does not begin and stop with me as Minister for :Sport, or with 
sporting associations. They are factors that have to be taken' 
as a Goverment for the whole community. I think it was very 
ably put by the Hon Mr Canepa when he said that we had to be 
very careful with what we do.- That is why the.motior tries to 
get Government into a bond that really makes things very diffi-
cult. Mr Speaker, I think it Was the Hon Mr Haynes, the last 
speaker from the Opposition a vho mentioned the question of 
Parents' Association. He is•absolutely right, I did see 
correspondence in the press and in fact I received a letter 
from. varibus associations on the question of USOC but what 
intrigued me was the Parents' Association, the concern they • 
expressed for something that Government never said we were 
going to take over. 'What does surprise me is that for nine 
solid months the Victoria Stadium was paralysed on account of 
two part-time charwomen and not one member or one father of 
the,Papents1 -Association expressed their dissatisfaction at 
the paralisation of the Victoria Stadium. Not one parent 
complained about teachers in the Boys' Comprehensive Schools 
refusing to use the Stadium for five weeks way back in 
Janaaey. Not one of them complained about something that. 
vas chere'whiCh they could use' but yet, end I do not know 
why, the Hon. Leadea of the Opposition, I do not doubt his 
word, said that this had been cpontsneous, that they have 
net'been led Lam. not disputing that, Sir, what I am saying 
is that it is quite coincidental that before a situation. 
occurs ae have this furore and a march up to the Governor 
and yet when we have facilities which they are all crying 
out for and wanting n.ore, there is the Stadium paralysed for 
none months and not one single word either from the Teachers' 
Association, the Parents' Association or any other associa-
tion and in particular the Parents' Association who have 
allowed the children to be deprived of sporting activities 
becaus'e. someone insists they must go in through that door and 
not- through the other one. I sometimes wonder, and I ,think, 
Mr Speaker, as I rfet older, 'I wonder all the more and I think 
someti-ns and say where ere we, how do people think? 

i• 
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Reemlation..and.Construction Use Ordinance, they are hopelessly-
at fault,4n fact, they:are way behind the times, measures 
couA be introduced which would not be costly, which is just a 
matter of redrafting certain.parts of the Ordinance, ariC they 
have not done that. How can a Governmeht that does rot do 
;,hat convince us that they have looked-  at every poseeiblo. site, 
that they have-  exhausted every possibility and that they have 
really put their best. mind to it? I say thss Government is 
lazy. Mr Speaker, I am glad to say that we have, to an extent, 
done Government's work for them. e havecome up with sugges-
tions for alternatives. Of course, they will not accept them 
automatically. Lastly,. MrSpeaker, I stress chat this Hpuse 
cannot possibly accept the glib statement that' there is no 
alternative site and we will not accept that the MOD is to 
blame and we do hope that the USOC 4s not useda • 

H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, quite honestly I feel that Members opposite 
will have dOne Gibraltar a service if they had got together 
and et least prescteda united front .in this motion because 
thehaontribution of the Hon Mr Haynes from USOC parking into 
the Construction and UsaRegulations is 'quite,. may I say,. un-
bec6ming of en Opposition which has today headquartes and . 
get tozether and at least try to know what they are going to 
talk about... Mr Speaker, I. am standing on two legs here be-
cause from a spoutingapoint of viewi- of.coursee one wants 
facilities for.sports• and aoae•facilities for sport because 
".embers ,opposite .havano lien of the sporting. requirements of 
Gibraltar. For. the Hon, Ma Loddo, wha is shadowing the 
Ministry of Sport,-  to..sayethat-it would bathe death of hockey 
•aifUSC goes is camPletely•and,utterly wrong.. The.Hon Mr 
Loddo might like-  to learn from me that there are six.second 
divisions games played at USOC.by the' Gibraltar Hockey . . 
Association weekends only. I would like to say, too, 'that I 
have never been satisfied with MOO not because I am ungrateful 
tr. the Ministry of Defence for the services they afford to our 
recreational requirements for our schoolchildren or to our 
coapetitive sporting associations but it is a surface that the 
.top class hockey players very mach try to avoid and they much 
rather play on the Nortex surface at the Stadium than they d) 
at USOC and therefore if there was to be a reprovisioning of 
USOC I would very much insist, even if it was not to be con-, 
trolled by the Gibraltar Government, as fr.r as I cOnld that 
the surface should :'lot be one of tarmac Which is eabject to 
expansion and contaection on heat. I agree with the Hon 
Leader of the OppositiOn that' we must preserve the identity 
of the Gibraltarians but. I. think. he also must. agree, and. I 
have said this in a number of Meetings, that one cf my major 
fears as regards sport in Gibraltar is not. the lack of 
sporting facilities, not that we have now, that we have 
always •had,•could'be eroded adversely because I very - much • 
doubt if a wife is going to allow her husband to stay back 
on a Saturday or Sunday and play a hockey game or a cricket 
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HON A .7 HAYNES: 

The Hen Member is wandering from the point, I think. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I may be wandering from the point but:  I certEiely 
have not gone into the cuestion of sparking plugs and. the 
Construction and Lse Regulations and goodness knows what. I 
want to make it quite clear that I have defended and I will 
defend as long as I am Minister for. Sport the maximum pcss.Lble 
playing areas for leisure and sport. I have said so and 1 
have told associations this. That does rot mean to say, Mr 
Speaker, that I am as irrational to think that Gibraltar 
depends purely on sport. There is a community at stake and 
we have to take those things in our stride. Therefore, Mr 
Speaker, whilst welcoMiraa the concern that the Opposition has 
for sport, I feel that it is fartoo demanding to expect 
Government to accept a motion that prohibits anything. other 
than. whet that particular motion callsefor. Mr Speaer, 
having said that I would also like to:remind.  the Leader of 
the Opposition that ITSOC,•if it, was to be used for cerparking, 
would only accommodate some 300-odd cars so tho.t would not 
solve the problem at all. .I. would , also like tceremiad the 
Members opposite-.that elthoughtheHon,Ma Canepa explained 
end made reference to Government's provisioning. of car 
perkino Spaces throughout Gibraltar, we can go much further 
than that end that is on the. planning. Members opposite may 
reMeMber that we had spoken of the Flat nastion Road shelter 
where we hoped to be able to provide parking in that area and. . 
there are other areas that we are looking at so we are not 
lazy as the Hon Mr Haynes suggests. .1 do not start work at 
16.30 in.the morning like the HoneMember does, Mr Speaker. 
I leave my home at. 8.15.and I get home. tt 11 or 12 at night, 
Mr Sneaker. I think it is very unfair to say that we are 
lazy. I can assure Members opposite tieet there are many 
Members here who are worked to the bone and more. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Sneaker, before the Leader of -the Opposition is asked to 
Wind up, I would like 'to- make a point of clariication for 
the record. When I referred to .the Ministes 61.." Deferce I 
was referring to. the entity. Insofar as particular 
are concerned I would like them to be described as Ceown 
lands. There is a lot involved ie hat definition, Crown 
lands in the possession of the Ministry of Defence: 

HON P J 

Mr Speaker, it has been a very interesting debate.. Mr Speaker, 
I think I would-just like to deal with one or two points that 
have arisen in the .debate. I am glad to hear that Government 
has now made arrangements for alternative accommocation for 
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these six huts in Queenswey. I want to clear up the position, 
vhet I said was that if you have to balance the interest of a 
thousand schoolchildren using USCG with the interest of six 
individeals then, if you have' to make a decision, it must be 
surely ',116 six indviduals who must be asked to move. When I 
talked of compensation for those people I was not talking of 
just a compensation rnder the Landlord and Tenant Ordinance. 
I Was talking of reasonable comeensation•neeotiated with them, 
to put them in a position under which they could leave the 
premises. After all the Government spends'hundreds of -
thousands of pounds in lots of things and this was an emer-
gency situation. I would like to make that point clear. As 
far as that area is concerned which will produce l3',_ oerking 
spaces, I would like to ask the Hon Minister for Economic 
Development to exolore the possibility Of making a multi-
storey car park between the end of the John Mackintesh Home 
and where GBC used to be, where the old hockey pitch six-a-
side used to be, building up there behind the Mackintosh Hell. 

HON CHEF MINISTER: 

If the Hon Member will give way. The basis, on which we have 
ben - -oae to persuade the Ministry of Defmce to give up their 
continued occupation of the Romney huts is on the basis that 
they are going to be used-on environmental grotnds for the 
showing up of the walls. 

HON•P J ISOLA: 

If that is the case then I do not see how the building of a 
multi-storey_car park at USOC is a starter on the same grounds. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It isn't. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Then I don't know why the Hon Member was telling us all about 
it. I Would imagine the multi-storey car park cannot be done 
there either so therefore let us not talk about it, therefore, 
let us lcay.: the USOC hockey pitch. 

1-10_7 A J CANEPA: 

This is why, amongst other things, I said that it was not 
possible to make provision for a multi-storey car nark for 
1,500 cars at USOC. One of the matters that I took into 
account was the City walls. 
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HON P j ISOLA: 

his. is where. my Hon and Learned• C011ea;eue, MrtHaynes, fs 
rictht.  when he says it is the Government's respOnsibelit3 
Iecause we are not in Government so we dontt-know 'hut one 
thine we have heard today is that-USOC was-not- going to be 
built and cannot be built-as a multi-storey - e'er Dp:rk even 
though that was one of the ideas so therefore we:must not.. 
touch it. In any event the accommodation now being produced 
under the huts for 134 parking spaces goes a long way to 
meeting the.places that you would lose at USOC by not using 
it, as a car park. Therefpre, one problem seems to have been 
solved there. It is important and basic, the basic problem 
that we have is one of philosophy. The Government feel that 
in the interests of the economy weich they look at simply in 
pounds, shillings-and pence, it is necessary and may be 
necessary to deprive. the people of Gibraltar of sporting areas. 
'net is a'principle that on this side of the House we cannot 
accept. I think other speakers here have already said, and in 
the Government side it has also been said that the question of 
parking  

HON .A JCANEPA: 

Mr - Speaker, if the Hon Member will give way. I do not accept 
that et. any stage in_my Intervention did.I,-say that. I did 
not. say that the economic interests of Gibraltar entailed 
depriving peopleeof.spOrting:facilities. I spoke of repeo- 

- visioning.of- tloae-  facilitleee that not the sameet-hing..- 
spoke of the•temeorary,loss of•those facilities during the 
time .that Itetakeseto buildthe'neeessary decks. 

EON P J ISOLA: 

But the temporary loss of the facilities was a permanent one 
'eecause we have now heard that the multi-storey car park can-
not be built in USOC either for the same environmental reasons 
as down the road. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member -puts words into peop7e's mouth4 
and draws conclusion which just are not valid. A multi-- • 
storey car park could be built on the USOC- site provided that 
it met the conditions laid down by the Development and Planning 
Commission including the aspect of the City walls but it could 
not be a multi-storey car park for 1,500 cars because it could 
not be built right up against the City walls, it would not be 
allowed. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Presumably then the same r)rinciple would apply down the road. 
I think that what I am saying here.is what I have heard there 
and I am replying to what I heard and apparently it is not 
wha; I heard, it ie'e different story. 

HON A J CAYBPA: 

All I can say, Me. speaker, is that the Hon Leader of the 
);,position is a very clever lawyer, I grant him that. 

NON P J ISOLA: 

That is very nice of the Minister, it is nice to hear him say 
nice words about me. I am just trying to interpret what has. 
been said by the other side of the House. Tie get the Hon 
:sinister for Sport saying he is all for sport and-he will 
protect sped and everything else but then he cannot vote for 
the motion because he thinks there are occasions when sport 
can be deorived of facilities in the economic interest of 
Gibraltar. -What Te are saying on this side of the HonLe is 
-forts fieldsshould be no-go areas and the Government has a 
responsibility and has had it over the years as it has seen 
the- car parkins; problem devehoeing as it has and they have 
talked about this in.nearly every budget for•the last six 
years, as they'heve seen it-developing, it was the .responsi-
bility of.the-Jovernment to hare taken, and :this is where I 
agree' with my Hon Colleague, Loddo, to have taken a whole 
comprehensive look at the whole issue of car parking in 
Gibraltar: The reality of the matter is- that the Government 
has shirked that issue over many years because of the problems 
that it 'as and•in a matter of three months, because of the 
Lisbon _agreement, has suddently tried to put everything right 
that it should have been doing over the years. They have triad 
to put it right in the easiest possible way which was depriving 
the p-lople of Gibraltar of sporting and leisure areas and of the 
USW _n particular and the. reason for this motion and the 
reason I am prop3sine it is because we want to establish the . 
principle that :porting areas should not be used for parking. 
Vie want tc estolish that principle and if you establish it 
then- the.Gpvernment will look in - other directions, eg, it has 
now foun'. .alterneniee accommodation which obviously did not 
exist a the-time when the MOD made the offer. It has had to 
find alterecn.ive accommodation for the six garages because it 
realises it cannot at cars in USOC because if they do they , 
ere going to be very unpopular with the people of Gibraltar. 
Now we know that there are 134 parking spaces going to appear 
down the road. That is good and this is what 'the Government 
has tq go on doing and I want to remedy a misunderstanding or 
a wrong impression that the Minister for Economic Development 
may have of what I said when he invites me to go and tell the 
Survaeor and Planning Secretary of this site where a multi-
storey :er park can be built by knocking down a few buildings. 
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I did not say that, What I said was that you should look at. 
even the buildink,sthat you have which are under-dtilised for 
example. There-.fray be_Some, I do not.,haVe the information,.if 
I could', sit in- the Vini8ter's Chair I would.. find the daMned 
space and take- the action. Asefar 8s the mUlti:7 
storey Car park, there was a plan of having,e,multi-storey7 car 
park opposite. the Ocean Heights square. I knew we haVe got 
the Ci.ty wallsnroblem there but there is an area that could go 
uP:as welleand•there are a number of areas in Gibraltar 'that 
could be inVettiPated, Mr Speaker.- I think that that_ is what 
the GOvernment ought to be doing. I belleveAhat the USOC 
playing field was an easy.way out of the'Problemfer the Govern-7  
ment..:But.if you do that a temporary measure woUid.have beceMe 
a permanent one. We all "have experience of the wayGovernments 
worki once -it was there the excuses would have been there. The • 
Minister for Sport has mentioned that people in Gibraltar, once 
the frontier is open, will leave. Gibraltar and take their , 
leisure' in .Spain. A certain, number of people will. but also a.  
certainnumber of peeple,will not.. young:people will 
continue to require,. the use of all sporting facilities. that 
exist. today.:  We..have a very big:school pOnulationandfthey 
will require the area and it will be Werthour:While 
it. flor. them if for nobody. else. BUt by having Draper sporting 
facilities in. Gibraltar for our.young and for tEle'rest,of the 
octave population-, we can encouragethem to,develop their 
slqalsinsport,, develop'-their-intenestAnsport8nd not 

filile Ini.then. the.frontier'is open. That. should be 
4p DeSponsibility Of the .Government in power and-  of course of 
:e:people of :Gibraltar themselves and I believe that Gibraltar 
.a-verydifferentplace in 1980 to Whatit_waa- in 1963 and it 

41.1 continue ste be a:diSferent place. We have` found our 
I:44ntity, we -krenow very much a people and we still value all. 
Oiir own portipular restaurants, burs, our own. places of recrea7 
tion will continue to have an attraction for us even. withan 
open frontier. Mr Speaker, I am,sorry•to hear that theGovern,-
ment Is having differences,of_opinion With the MinistrY:,-of' 

G Defence and I hope that theyGovernor of ibraltar, Who has 
expressed himself to be so committed to the cause of:the people 
of Gibraltar,_will exert his influence. and hiS Undoubted power 
to ensure that theMlnistry of .Defence, cooperate with the aegi- • 
timate demands that the Gibraltar GoVernment may make on theM. 
I stress the'words.."legitimate demands because-you cannot lust 
go to the Minister of Defenoe_saying-that youewant• evarYthing 
theyahave:got'. There,. must be a basis for the:demendthe 
Government must.. justify to the MOD what it Wanta•:andthere is 
at-area, Mr Speaker, talking about .: areas '.'crOar parking:, 
thinkI had a question downwhIch suppose wi.11getan 
antwer to three days after the meetng and :LLwill beinteT(Jsted 
to .read that,answer- There is, of course,-'the Old. Command 
Education-Office, a bnildiny.in the middle of town a -large area. 
which:  as lain unused for many years and which could have a ' 
shopping precinct in the ground floor and parking going up. 
Yr. Speaker, there are many towns in England that have multi- 
storey -car parks. in the centre part of town anal if you cannot'  
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pick and choose in Gibraltar there is a site. The Government 
has to decide a parking policy, the Government has to decide 
a poliCy.on motor cars:, a comprehensive.policy end put it into 
execution and:thie.,:is.What this Motion is trying to achieve, 
trying tbstelI the Government, that our sporting areas are for. 
our sport'and for Our sportsmen and for ourtchoolchildren and 
you have got-to find other places for your parking areas. I. 
commend the'motion'.to the House. 

Mr Speaker thenlputithe question 8nd on a vote being taken the 
'following Hon Members voted in favour :• - - 

-The Hon J'Bosaano .  
The Hon:A J Haynes 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon G T Restano 
The lion W T Scott 

•The following Hon Members voted against: 

A. J Canepa 
Major F J Dellipiani 
M:IC Featherstone 
Sir Joshua Hassan 
J B Perez ' 
Dr - 1Z G Valarino 
H J Zammitt 
D Hull 
R J Wallace 

The following Ron Member was absent from the Chamber: 

• The Hon I Abecasis 

The motion was accordingly defeated. 

The House recessed at 8.00 . D1114 

THURSDAY.THE 6TH• NOVEMBER. 1980 

The House resumed at 10.A5 am. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move the motion standing in 
my name which proposes that: "This House requests His 

.xcellency theGovernor to exercise his powers under the 
• Commissions of Inquiry Ordinance with a view to the issue of 

COmmissien under HiS Hand and the Public Seal anpointing 
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eneormore Commissioners to inquire publiclyointo the power 
situation in Gibraltar with perticularreferencetothe 
folUWIng: 

(1) The reasonsend causes, for the rendre Of the 
Deportment tor Municipal ServiCes.t6 ensure 
continuous supply of power to the consumers of 
electricity in Gibraltar over the last. four 
years; 

(ii) .To examine the recommendations of thePreece, 
Cardew and Rider Report and to .consider. whether 
the recommendatiOns COntained'in that report 
were adequately and promptly dealt with by the 
responsible Minister; 

WO To inquire into the short term end longterm 
plans of the,responaible Minister.  to provide 
for a continuous supply of electricity to the 
public in Gibraltar and to report whether such 
plans are adequate to service the needs of the 
community now and in the future." 

Mr Sppaker, the motion is reelly'in four parts, the first par 
seeks' to find.the real reason rer the deplorable and terrible. 
failure:over the past four years of the Department for':. 
MunicipaleServiceseto provideeufficientlyecontinUoUs po*er to 
Gibraltar and, Of:course, one knows that.that iaaettatement 
Of tactebecause.power cuts haveleene.Continubuseoveietheeeaaet 
four,yearp.a The eecondeparteeeeks to find.out whetherainefact 
therehse.been adequute development upe'.:o_thepresent time. 
Theethirdepart_seeks toego into- the short andotheelong term 
developmeateor the ToweresituationinGibraltar and, fourthly,. 
ofdeourse, isaesking His.Exceliency ,theeGovernov to appoint a 
Public Commitsion'of Inquiry. But, Mr Speaker, before T 
actually geinto the different points bf the motion I would 
like to refer and comment on the very unfortunate situation 
Chet arose on Thursday in this House when three questions 'On 
electricity on. the Order Paper were refused to be anewered by 
the Minister responsible. He said that hetad refused-to. 
answer the questions because he would be rererting to them in, 
today's motion and that he had been given the advice not to 
answer-the questions by the Chief Minister;,_. This is nothing 
less, Mr Speaker, thane provocation on the pert of the 
Government towardaethe'OpPositiona If it is anybodY'sresPOn-
stb,ility that there was a walkout in this House on Tuesday 
morning It lies seuarely on the'shoulders of the ChiefeMiniater 
fora very, provocative action which isjoerhaps even undemocratic. 
Mr. Speaker, when 'I think that criticist it due.I:critidise. 
When.I think that praise is due, I praise and I must praise the 
Chief Minister on another subject.. .1 must praise him on his 
insight .and his; perspicacity. Some years. ago. in this House he 
criticised a Member of:the Opposition and he had this to-say 
when that .Member had spoken shout electricity„;he-.said.that 
that Member did not know what. he was talking about and secondly 
that he had got his information completely wrong. Mr Speaker, 
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he was referring to none other than the Hon Dr Valarino,'who. 
is the Minister for' Municipal Services today. I think that 
the Chief was Quite right when he.said he had to 
say in March 1977 and perhaps 'his. words of 1977 apply equally 
today after we saw the slip of the tongue of the Minister 
yesterday afternoon when. he was asked by this side of the 
House what the op-ot s would be .for the hire of the four skid 
generators. and he.said £1,546 and when we on this side of the 
FoUse sta reed doing calculations and could not come out to any 
reasonable sum we'asked him how he had arrived at another 
Tieure and he said he had made a mistake by the figure 1. Not• 
Z1,545 or £1,547, he had made a mistake it was Z11,546 in one 
"ereath he had forgotten £10,000 for hire and if'thie is a 
reflection.on the efficiency of the Municipal Services, all I 
.nil say is that perhaps it is about time that the Minister 
was no longerthere. Mr Speaker', over - the years we have been 
given, in this BOuse and in various communiques, a list cf 
reasons why power cuts were necessary. I propose to readout 
the - list because it is such a long list that I would not 
remember them all. First of all, we were told in May 1977 by 
the then Minister for Municipal Services that the position was 
rosy. . He 'said this in answer to a question and referring to 
King's Basteon North Station he said that No 9 Engine had just 
over 2,500 hours since the.last general overhaul and was in 
good running condition.. No. :LO, he said was completely dis-
mantled and overhauled and awaiting for the suCcessful con-
tractor.toecarryeoutexteneeve repairs to the: foundation • 
I-leeks.' 'On N. 11.he said,nst over_ 4,000 hours since•the 
lastageneraleoverhaul,endein•gooderunning•condition. No..12 

awashundergoirg scheduled general 'overhaul and should :be back 
intaecommissionehortly, 'sayeanother 'two weeks due 'to the 
crank-gear failure. eNo.e13:engine was being'. top overhauled 

- aseloaddemand permitted and half .the engine 'had in fact, 
elteady been.done. 'So -in May 1977 the position was rosy 
according to the Minister.-Whether that was a misleading 
statement or a miscalculation, I do not know, but certainly 
the, position did not continue rosy to any degree. First of 
all we were told' that the reasons for the power cuts was 
industrial action. Secondly, we were told that there was a 
smal.!. fire in en alternator to No. 9 Engine and serious cracks 
to No.•9. Then we were told that there was an overuse of 
No. 13 Engine. This was in 1978 and. by that time No. 13, the 
largest engine' had•been'run for 2,700 above the recommended . 
service time. Then we-Were also told that No 12 Engine had 

'been overused and that this engine, not only had it been over-
used, but,it.had- realignment problems. As far as No 10 Engine 
was concerned- we were told that it had been'out of commission 
and eventually it would have been out of commission for about 
three. years. The House was also told' that there was a backlog 
oftaintenance. Also on No 13 that there were suspect 
connecting rods. A year later, when power cuts still continued, 
we were given other excuses. We were told a year later that the 
foundation - rehabilitation for No 12 Engine had still not been 
carried out. We were told that there had been difference of 
views with the staff about conditions of service although vie 
had been told a year later that the position regarding manage-
ment and staff was that there were no difficulties at all in 
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that area. We were also teld-that"there was a Work-to4ule of 
the IPCS. Then we, were told that No 13 Engine had been de- 
rated:clue to rising exhaust gas temperatures. To ContinUe the 
sad story, theedrankshaft in. No 11 was,brcken after overuse.e 
A creck - in the column of No 9 was discoverethe foundation: 
Of- No 12 Engine had still notteda repaired. We were 'told that 
there was too much demand on the plant and, lastly, we were " 
told that the reason for the power cuts was that in the middle 
of suPeer there was one day which started off cloudyn,How 
cynical a reason to giVe the public of Gibraltar who Were 
suffering continuous power cuts during this summer. Yesneaday, 
we Were,even told thet,it was a myth by the Chief Minister, it 
was a myth that King's - Bastion North was in such a bad eondi-
titn,'that - this is a myth that the Opposition was trying to 
Make people believe that the King's Bastion_ North Station was 
in bad condition, I do not knoa whether the ChiefMinister 
had -been reading or listening to all the -excuses and.alltae 
reasons that have been given over the past two years to say . 

- that this waseemyth.but it •seems that every Conceivable thing 
seeMs to have gone wrong with the engines at King's Bastion. . 
1Iorth'. I- do not know what.the reason for this.'is - and I- must 
be very careful in not- pointing -'a finger at anybody'because 
what.  I am asking is - for a CommiSsion of Ingdiry. "I-do not know 
who is reasponsible. but, obviously, somebody is. It is clear, 
Mr. Speaker, that four years of power cu is is a.positen which 
isahotfair teethe people of Gibraltar. It is not fair when, 
inaa period of four months this slimmer there have. been 440 ' 
hOUrs of power cuts in Gibraltar. A terrible situation, a 
terrible indictment on the Department. It is not fair on 
tourists who. come to Gibraltar- expecting to have the proper. 
facilities in electricity as well as in other areas. It is 
net fair to them. to come to Gibraltar and walk up and down - 
Vain Street andsee-all the shops with small generators out-
side their doors to.be able to have some light. It is not. 
fair on people who go home fOr a meal find they cannot. have 
-a hot meal because there have been power Cuts in the morning. 
It is. not- fair on housewives whose days nave been continually 
disrupted by the power- cut situation and also, if I may say so, 
the losses that I hear•are quite considerable-and which people 
have to pay becaUse of breakdowns in their refrigerators, for 
example, because of the power cuts. It is hot fair on tot , • 
image of•Gibraltar. Gibraltar has been giving a .very bad e  
image to anybody from outside. ItA.s unjust on elderly people 
who perhaps live in a Tower. B13ckright at tl'e.top and who may 
be in a lift when the power turned off. '_'he traumatic 
position that it places these people, sometimes they ale a . 
elderly people who have not dared to leave the:r flats in ease 
there was a power cut When they crue back and they could not 
walk -up.  7, 8 or 9.storeYs. It 'is not even- fair on the staff 
of the Generating Station who, I am told, have been working 
very hard to renair the'engineS that have'broken down, that 
their image should be so tarnished •hy the continuous power' 
cuts. It is not fair on the tenants of.VarylRegg who have 
had to use potable water in their - toilets every time there 
has been a 'power cut bedausethe pumps do not work for the 
brackish water. Has it been fair on the mothers of babies who  

, . 
have to prepared the.  meals for their children or on the sick? 
It has not been fair on-traders either in loss of business and 
losses, in refrigerated products. These, of course, can be 
quantified, the actual losses, but how, Mr Sneaker, can one 
quantify the misery and the distress that hes been caused 
throughout Gibraltar because of the power cuts? How .can we 
quantify the suffering and the anguish of people? -Someone is 
to blame and what I ,Would not like to see is that responsibility 
of whoever it is should be swept under the carpet. I do not • 
know whether the fault lies with management or whether they are 
ministerial faults, vhether they are staff faults. I do not 
even know whether it is faulty machinery but whatever it is, 
the people of Gibraltar have a right to know so that it does 
not happen again particularly in the new Generating Station 
that is to be built Therefore I think it - is absolutely right 
that this House' should ask His Excellency the Governor to 
appoint a Commission of Inquiry. Mr Speaker, on the second 
part of. the motion. What development and what planning has 
happened to date? In 1975 the Government appointed some con-
sultants, Preece, Carder and Rider. In may, 1976i that firm 
presented,its report to Government.. That report has been 
guarCel i.ke a military secret'. The general public have not 
been able to find out what those gentlemen recommended and.  
cercanly Members .of the Opposition have not been given that 
opporcunitY. -It has been kept a closely guarded secret by the 
Government. Why?. Is it because there were things in that 
report, were there recommendations in the short term, at the 
ti.;:le short term, we are going back to 1976, the scrt,of.re-
commendations which, had they been implemented, would have 
prevented any power cuts over the last few years? Is that the 
reason why that report was not publicised? We have hear, of 
course, since then, after repeatedly questioning Government, 
that one of the recommendations of that report was that 
GovernMent should have bought a 5 megawatt engine: It has 
taken Government four years to follow that recommendation.. 
That,is.probably one of the reasons why the Government does 
not wish that the Preece, Cardew and Rider Report to be made 
public, because it would be an indictment on them. But that 
5 megawatt engine was presumably recommended to be bought 
because King's Bastion South contained so many old machines, 
machines acing back to the 1940's, expensive to run, much more-
expensive than the other ones and at the same time the workers 
there are werkins in appalling conditions. I have been there 
and I have seen in,. It is perhaps to replace those old engines 
that the original 5 mepcwatt recommendation weE nade. But then 
At was net cntil October, 1979, that the Chief Minister ou,t, of 
a hat at :he end of an adjournment motion stated that the 
Government would. be ordering this machinery. At the time he 
seed he did not know where it was going to r-o. He said he did 
not know whether it was going to go to the present Generating 
Station or not. ,It seems 'amazing to me that a Government should 
order a machine and not know before ordering where it is going 
to be ,placed. This seems to be the -same sort of ad hoc decision 
which was taken then because of an adjournment motion, the same 
ad hoc decision as was taken recently this year-of ordering four 
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skid-mounted generators. Of course, four ekid-mounted gene-
rators are necessary to prevent further power cuts. eBut•ife 
the .5 megawatt. engine had been Orderedwhen it should there 
wculd have been no need to overburden. Gibraltar's. tax ?aavers 
by another £200,000: because the 5 megawatt generator.would 
have been in Gibraltar and it would not have been neeessaryto 
order the four skid-mounted generators. The, position as rare 
es planning is concerned over the years is that ina1956. the 
Government ordered No. 8 enaine v five yearb later No. 9, a year, 
after that No. 10 and at the.time.psoper planning was. being 
carried out. As more electricity was being required more • 
eneines were being_bought so in 1962 No. 10 :as purchased and 
five-Years later No. 1l-; it was a continuing process. A-year 
after that No. 12 in 1968. and lastly in 1972 No. 13 but from 
1972 tp 1979, not a single engine was purchased, ie a period 
of 7 years. We have still not got it here so one could almost 

-say 8 years. In 8 years no new engine.has been purchased and 
since.19.56'therehaa never been a period of time so long when 
no.new machine has,.been purchased for the Generating Station. 
Thet, to me, Mr Speaker, indicates a.lack of .planning between 
1972 and 1980. In. the short and the long term we need to 
satisfy ourselves that one of the reasons for power .cuts was 
not the type of machinery that. was being. used. We need to know 
whether theright-type of machines have been purchased and the 
advice glVen by the. consultants. There has been,• I tairCea g.  
great lack of urgency' on the.part of the Government. A lack of 
uraseney..and a lack of foresight. in the power services of 

.Gibraltar.. . •.For example,. when the Preece, Cardew and Rider 
Report wes.submitted e. Working Party was anpointed but that 
Working. Patti lyre not .appointed.Until October,1978,_over 4.,wo 
years after the.nonsultants'. Report had been received. Why 
wcu there such. a.oelay? . Then, of course, the report did not 
cone out until 1:-;79. One. of the proposals, we are told, was 
that there should be a jointeGenerating Station between the. 
Ministry of Defence and the Gibraltar Government and" we were 
told that the .Ministry :of Defence did not agree to have a 
joint Generating Station and that that was one of the, problems. 
quite frankly, Mr Speaker,. loan understand the Ministry of 
Defence not wishing to go in partnership with'the Gibraltar 
Government on a Generating Station. When you compare 'One • 
Generating- Station with another you haVe, I am told, 'the same 
types of engines, you have got the same type of staff and what 
happens? One Generating. Station works well, the Ministry of 
Defence one, and. the Gibraltar Government Generating Station 
does not work well otherwise there. wouldn't be these power 
cutb.. I can understand the Ministry of. Defence refhsing to • 
go in. row we are teld that one 5 megawatt station is to be 
installed at No 5 Jetty and possibly. two. Again, Mr Speaker, 
we. do not know. 16 that sufficient for the future? Is trat 
really forward,planning? I think We are not even sure whether 
the site for the second Generatirt-Station. is the .ideal site. • 
Is Government in.  a position to guarantee that there will be no. 
more power cuts over a long period of time? Certainly, if it 
is as far us the assurances that have been given sometimes on  

diffeeant matters by the Minister for Municipal Services, 
assurances that have not come to fruition, then Gibraltar is 
in for power cutE for awry years to come and that is why, Mr. 
Speaker, I think it is easential.that a Commission of Inquiry 
should be Set up anc this House should ask His Excelleeey the 
Governor to appont such a Commission and that that Commission 
seoeld operate in a public manner. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. I must sound a word of warning insofar as the public 
gallery is concerned. We have had two interruptions already, 
one yesterday evening and one this morning. . May I say, with-
'.at wishing to be misunderstood, that the,  public is allowed to 
the meetings of the House of Assembly in accordance with the' 
provisions of Standing Orders and subject to whatever rules 
are set for their admittance and that the Chair has the right.. 
to,- if necessary, refuse entry to particular persons if they 
continue to misbehave. I will not tolerate and .I say this 
very clearly, interference from the public gallery in the work 
of the House. I think I should sound this word of warning 
because I snail take, most certainly, definite action if it 
happens again. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon G T 
Restano's motion. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, I am going to deal with-the broad part of the 
motion which is the question of the Inquiry and the minister 
will, of course, deal with the question of the power station 
in more detail. But before I go on to that I want to clear 
one or two things. First of all, the Hon Mover referred to 
something I had said about the now Minister. I have not got 
the time to do the research that he does but I am sure that 
if 1 had I would be able to look at the record when he and the 
Han Minister were members of the GDM and the Leader of the 
Opposition'Was MI Maurice Xiberras and Mr Isola belonged to 
that Group agaenet tha GDM in the minority as independents and 
the GDM came ander continuous attack, of course, that foundered 

'and eech member of the GDM other than the Leader took his.way 
and ore went one way, one:went the other, so I am quite.sUre 
that had I the time I.could find equally derogatory statements 
made aboue ":he Hon Membet and his then colleagues about their 
performance in this House. Dealing also with the question of 
Question Time, there I must say that I consider that the action 
of the Opposition was unwarranted, that we were discussing the 
question of anticipation on which there is an element of 
guiddnce in Erskine May, perhaps it is hot very clear and per-
haps wa might se-:k to find our own rules in respect of that. 
There was no attempt on the part of the Ainister not to answer 
the elicstion, in fact, he answered them yesterday in the course 
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ofdebatenit was a tatter of procedure to avoid.duplacation 
knowing the- tendency on the, part of MembersoPposite to repeat 
themselvesOver end:Over again with their own case. I accepted 
responsibility to the procedural side .because as Leader of the 
House I havetto• take these decisions. I have nothing to apolo-
gise for, in tact, I think the performance. of the Opposition 
was disguptIng. -TothaVe gone out, let by the Hon Major Peliza, 
who_kept-un vatenee7 and everybady.folloiring 
like sheep,and therntolstak out there listening to what was 
going on for the Hon Mr Bossano to come into the House.t If 
they,had stayed away as a protest One could have understood but 
theyobametback after the questions were over. The peopleof 
Gibraltar were depriVed of having supplementaries orinmore than 
60 questiena on Matters whichat least at the time that-they 
put them down on the. Order Paper, the Opposition thought they 
were important. Pique, that is all tha; tt was, pique, and,  
emotion for, many reasons. One of themowould be that the place 
was full of girls and boys of the ,ComprehensiVe Schools and the 
Hon and Gallant Member likes to.show off when there is a }gig • 
audience'. know that;„ we have hoe experience of that over.  
the years that in fact on many occasion's he.hastoot even 
addrested the,Chair but has addressed the gallery, This is 
very noticeable, and We,reneMber that very well but though we 
enjoy his performance and antico we must pUt toem in their 
proper perspective. I understand, and I thin::: it was nlso made 
yesterday on television, the Leader of the OppOsition•aaid that 
though they kneW they could pUt qUestionstbackon tha. 
Order Paper for answer they were notatoing'to do So:and they 
were going to leave them for written answer. They will get 
godd answers, I can assure them of that. 31 Questions had been 
dealt withloy the time the Hon Members left and properly • 
answered and all satisfaction given, Certainly supplementaries 
were fully explained on all the questions and indeed those 
othbr questions that were:put after the MeMbers.left by the,. 
Hon Mn Bossano who had A number of. questions on the Order 
Paper._ If they had come back after these three queations:had 
been called One'eould have Understoed it, but to stay away, 
then to go down'to be photographed outside the House of .Assembly 
and then to come back and say: 'Well Done to the Gibraltar 
Regiment and all, that, whilst I read my report on theGibraltar 
Regiment is really too childish for words. The, point is that 
what we were concerned with was the question of eleMent of 
anticipation and, of course, as:I say wemay want to haare 
fUture guidance of these matters but I would like to. say that 
each of the three questions related specifically to three 
points mentioned in the motion by the Hon Mr Resteno. No 255 
relates 'to the Preece, Cardew and Rider RepOrt, No 256:aaking 
for a full and comprehensive statement covering 'the events 
leading up to the acqaisition of the new sets relates to 
paragraeh 1 and' Queatton No 257 relating o the. Government's 
intentica to purchase .the 5 ml generators relates clearly :to 
sub-paragraph iii. I say that whether the queetionattechnicallYs, 
offend against anticipation rules, the Minister waeperfectly 
justified from a technical point of view in stating that he_..  
would answer the questions in their prpper context. . The use  

of tactics in this HOuse-is not the prerogative of one side of 
the Houae. Let me tell you that it was proposed to answer 
Question No 294 about Casola's Building in, the same way. To 
daytti=tat• the Government acted'undenocratieally because-the 
Min;ster cannot be questioned in debate in the same way as his 
supplementaries is really not tenable. The rule that the 
Minister may only speak once in the debate is not an excuse 
because we continuously give way for questions to be put in 
the course of the debate and Members, so long as they are 
reasonable justified in asking to give way'are normally given 

.way until the discussion becomes completely impossible to 
control for proper debate to carry on. So much for the intro-
duction of the Mover about his remarks on my remarks and about 
the absence of other people's remarks about his remarks which. 
I am sure must embellish the records of this House. The ques-
tion is, in the substance, that the Government considers the . 
motion to be misconceived. That does not mean that all the 
difficulties that the Hon Mover has raised are not full shared 
by the Government. In fact, it is perhaps a most difficult 
situation for a-Government to be in and therefore it would be 
worthwhile wondering why the Government have found themselves 
in this' pcsition which is really .a killing position for any 
Government, ehe most difficult and the most worrying one for 
any Government but there are.good reasons. Unfortunately, 
events happen in this wry that things happen and that they 
have this dradful effect which we fully share; we do not 
under any eincumstances want in this debate, whatever the 
results of it, underestimate the difficulties that are created 
by ohe power. cuts. Let me say that and that nothing that . 
say in this debate in any way impinges on that sentiment which 
I can assure Members is perhaps the only matter that worries 
me in public life, the rest I can live with but this one is' 
the most difficult one because we know that when it is 
happening a lot of people are suffering. But the Government 
consider that the motion is misconceived for a number of" 
reasons. In the first place the Government is responsible to 
the House and to the electorate for the way in which it con-
ducts its public affairs in Gibraltar and, of course, one of 
them is the performance of the running of the power station. 
The oale of the Opposition, broadly speaking, is twofold. On 
the one hand an Opposition strives constantly to persuade the 
electorate that the Party in office.should be substituted by 
the ?arty in Opposition and, by God, aren't they doing that 

'pretty well,  since the lett Election and the unexpected gift 
presented to the Hon Leader of the Opposition by the necessity.  
.of Mr Xiterras to leav: Gibraltar. On the other hand, and for 
as long as it is unable to achieve this, its role should be a 
more crnstructive one.. ie, it should do whatever it can to 
propose policies and measures which will redound to the general' 
interest. It is, of course, particularly for this Opposition, 
understandable that they should attempt to use every possible .  
way of carrying out its first role, a Public Inquiry is cer-
tainly a very comfortable method for an Opposition to attempt 
to employ. I will say that even the Public Inquiry suggested 
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smacks of typical colonialism, asking the GOVernor to' do sothe-
thing. A third party would carry out an investigation and th., 
Opposition would hope that the results would' provide it with 
ammunition with which to attack the Government. The GoVernmen 
is not prepared to.apee to this method beingampoyed. It is 
perfectly prepared to defend its record on .the Electricity 
Department and, indeed, any other Department and to answer any 
charges that ma-y-be 1 lied against it in the course of debate 
1n this House. In proposing the motion, the Mover has of • 
course made a number of charges against the Government in order 
to support his case for the Commissionbfanquiry. The Minister 
concerned, as I said before, will answer these charges and will 
describe the complex circumstances which made cuts in the power 
supply necessary. But what the Government is not prepared to 
do is to allow the Opposition to abdicate its responsibilities 
for making its own case on this or any.other issue or to dis-
tort the procedures of this House by in effect calling for a. 
third party to srbitrate After giving this matter the very 
serious thought that. it deserves and required the Government 
has come to the conclusion, fitst, that the holding of public 
inquiries into matters of adminfatration on which there is 
disagreement between the Opposition and the Government would ' 
be ina74ropriate: Today "the call is for an inquiry into the 
power station;. If this:mete to be agreed, tomorrow or tie 
next day there Would be calls for public inquiries int,) any 
matters the Opposition might choose to take up. If the piece- ' 
denceweraonce_establishedit wbuld b a e extiaely difficult to 
resist,such:cails-Thi& is nOtin the view of the Government_ 
an acceptable way br.doing bUsiness: The Opposition's role and. • 
dutybannotbaaubstituted-by,an extraneous third party Or by 
government- by inquity.,:Apart from the prodeduraland political 
considerations already mentioned, At is necessary in this par-
ticular case; to ask whether an inquiry would in. any event be 
helpful in the general public interest. The Governmentcon7 
sidered-view is that it would not and that to hold an inquiry 
would do considerable harm in an area where everyone should be 
endeavouring to bring about improvements,. It is no secret that 
staee 1972 the situation in the Generating Station has not been 
an easy one. It has been alleged that the Government is at 
fault for not prOviding adeqUate plant in time but it is also, 
Public knowledge that industrial relations at the Generating 
Station have not been everything they should be in recent yeara. 
The Government makes no attempt to apportion blame over thi&I  
it is merely stating a fact. The Government hasano lcubt that 
if a public inquiry were to.be held, all the difficulties of 
the past would- be revived. Some, and most, we hope,-have al-
ready at least been partially settled. There wouldtindoubtedly 
be accusations and counter-accusations and mutual :recrimination 
of the past events. The Government is making no attempt 
judge whete the fLult lay or may be,leid. An inquiry might 
well find that there was blame on both sides but--what would 
have been achieved except to revive old disagreements and thus 
make the prospects of futUre harmony, so essential, that much 
more difficult: The Opposition would also hope that some 
political blame would emerge from such an inquiry but that is 
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something that they should work at themselves and if I may say 
so, without an '.ncuirya  in this particular case the Hon Member 
hps tried to bnAld up a good case for the Opposition in that 
respect. '1 think, too, that another role of the Crposition is 
within is'disagraement with the Patty in office, to be as 
constructive asjpossible in the general interest. The Opposi-
tion. has not chosen this course in this case. The.Government, 
however, intends to proceed along the lines that we have 
already stated Part (iii) of the motion calls for an inquiry 
into the short and longterm plans of the Minister to provide 
for a continuous supply of electricity to the public and for a 
report on whether such- plans are adequate to service the needs 
of the community now and in the future. This House, and indeed 
thelublic at large, have already been informed in detail of 
the 1)11; and short term plans. These will be repeated once 
again ty the Minister when the time comes. The Government is 
completely satisfied that these plans are fully adequate to 
set*iee the needs of the community in the future and in the.  
very !mmediate future the more urgent needs of the community. 
What the Government does recognise as is implicit in what has 
already been said, iv that there have been particular problems 
in this Deportment. Recently,-the Government announced that it 
would be, appointing a Commttee of Inquiry to look into the 
role, structure and performance of the Public Works Department. 
It was made- clear mt the time, long before the're was, any eueS-
tion of a motion o: censure or anything, that this would be 
the first in a series of inquiries into the efficiency of 
Government - DepArtments. and that the Public Works Department 
had been slated because it is the largest spending Depart-
ment. It continues to be the Government's intention, Once that 
Department has been dealt with, to inquire into the efficient 
vorkings of other departments. The Electricity Department will 
now be the next department to be tackled.- 'As in the case of 
trie Public Works Department the effort will be directed at 
finding possible ways of improving efficiency and keeping doWn. 
costs. Also, as in the case of the Public Works Department, 
the inquiry will be conducted in consultation with the Unions 
concerned. I really believe that that is a forward-looking, 
cooperative exercise which should result in real benefit to 
',he public and to the Department as distinct from a sterile, 
backward-looking investigation designed to serve only the 
political .11'.e.rests of the Opposition irrespective of whatever 
damage might be done in particular to industrial relations by 
reviving old and dead confliem. The Government is fully 
Satisfied that th power sitita..ion which has already Laproved 
recently;'will be satisfactory over the immediate period and 
algdiff-the_long term. It intends as part of its previously 
announced priamme of inquiries into efficiency of working of 
departments to turn its attention to the Electricity. That 
exercise, carried out in, consultation and cooperation with the 
Staff Side. is more likelYto ensure a stable situation for 
the future in the interests-  Of all concerned that the inappro-
nriate and rather suspect methods propbsed'by the Opposition. 
The Othet matter which is particularly relevant in this is that 
the setting up of.an inquiry would bring about considerable 
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delays in exactly what.ia going to happen 4n the .future. It 
Could be said that Whilst the inquiry was onanothingtajer:. 
shOuld be done. If-that were.  so it would meirithatother than: ' 
the releVant repairs etc, we would not be able tc get Cri 
plans which unfortunately have;. taken a long tite,to,deVelop 
The Mover was Wrong-,in one matter, amongst others, `and that 
was in saYingethat the reason why the Ministry of Defence 
could not come With us Washeeeuse we-do.not run our power 
stationapreperly and thei do. That is complete nonsense. At 
the time when the Proposal wasemeee to have a joint power 
station there had been no cuts at all and cur station has been 
described at that time as a well maintained, well run station 
and, in faet,aas the:Hon Member must remember,. he keePs 
reCords of all these matters, it has been stated here that, 
there was local agreement about the joint power station. There 
was local agreement but unfortunately by the time it reaohed 
the United Kingdom and.the question of expenditure was con  
cernedi the answer was that th'ey could not inVc1Ve themselves 
in expenditure beyond 3 to 4 years and-this entailed-a much 
longer term. .That accusation therefore isacompletely baseless. 
Also, if I-may Say-so, and not by way of satisfactiOnbut by. 
way only-of-  fact, that the power, station at..the Dockyard is not 
without.its own troubles. 'Somebody in the:  Ministry of Defencta  
very highly placed, paid that he hedhad power cuts .e few nights 
previously and are-supplied by-the,DocklardPOwer Station. 
They haVe had grtataproblems alid.it Is inherent  
_stations- that theteamatters happen. There waseone matter which 
was mentioned' in- the course of the Supplementary Estimates 
yesterday whiehaI-think'I must clarify because I am sure the 
Hon MrBoasehb wasjapplyingaeome information he had and making 
some wrong deductions about some information he had.. It is not 
a fact- that the old station was going to be scrapped in 1976 
beceuse the shift system was beihg altered. What happened then 
was that we were' in a position to close aown theOldstatiam all 
night and there was no need to have a shift zhere with the plant 
that we haVe.irathe outside one and, of course,- this did not 
mean that those engines were not still fit to suppletent and 
support the others. Old as the engines were,' at that time and 
in fact they are still being, very helpful, at that time it was not 
intended to scrap them but it was intended to do Peeeisely wiat 
it is proposed to do now with the skid engines and that is to 
tse them in support at peak hours and that is why it was felt, 
'..hat in the silent hours there Was noneed to keep that station 
open and therefore there could be a reshuffle of peesonnel. I 
am net going to gb into the matter of what hegpes because it 
does, not matter for 'this purpose but it matteraln- clearing:up 
the deductions which the Hon Member madeaof his knowledge of 
the change in the shift system. I dio,-. sy,Yeaterday-,beCaute 
there is and this' has not been stated by. the Hbn Idoveri but 
there is Ecgeneral feeling that the engines,  inAhe North 
Station are in such a shocking state that they .are old and 
imposSible'to work. That is not the case, in fact, to some 
extent the Hon Mover has given figures that would show that 
that is not the case because,he has given figures. It all 
depends, of course, in the life of the englnesathe amount Of 

hours:that they work but on present rating and given normal 
circumstances, No ,9 engine has' an expectancy of good working 
life of 6 years, No ao engine of 5 years.; 'No 11 engine of 12 
years., No 12, engine of 10 years and No 13 engine of 17' years. 
So really it is not that the engines themselves are unfit, it 
does not mean that it does not require stippletentary power to 
deal with the increesed demand required by a progressive 
society whiCh is able to buy more and more electric gadgets, 
to make thealives of people much more comfortable and there-
fore the demands are bigger and it does not mean that we 
should not cope with that situation, of course we should, and 
the fact that for a number.of reasons which again will be 
explained by the Minister concerned we have had this diffi-
culty on two or three occasions but really the problem has 
been the long delay which in all good faith was taken by 
those who were dealing with it, a delay that happened to do ° 
something which looked's() sensible that those.who had been 

'working at it for eighteen months came to the conclusion that 
it was the right dedision. I do not say the only one, but one 
of the main reasons is that the idea of having ore power 
statior eith plenty- of surplus supply 'to the two-  authorities 
would bring about considerable'savings in charges and capital 
plart In the long term and after eighteen months of enquiry it 
was censideved to.be- the right.thing but Lnfortunately for the 
reesonsal have. explained was not acceptable in the United 
Kingdom. That does not answer all the reasons for the delay. 
The -re have beenother problems which II have mentioned but I 
feel that having regard to the difficulties we have had in the 
past and which fortunately now we Ore in a. better podition to 
deal. with, an inquiry to bring about, to bring back, old'con- 
filets to create recriminations and so, would do more harm 
than good and therefore we are unable to agree to this.. In no 
say by doing that is it in any way.intended to minimise the 
itportarce of the problem and the fact that, as I say, once 
the Public Works Department Inquiry will be done, another one 
will be done in cooperation with thestsff and the Unions, etc 

'to,make sure that the power station works well. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I would haVe liked to have left my contribution 
till after had heard the:Minister for Municipal Services 
give his explanationbUt I think that the Chief Minister has 
raised a number of very important points of principle that I 
feel bouni its Leader `of the Opposition to deal with. I think 
he has atcampted to meet what is am impregnable case for an 
Inquiry by a politidel attack on the motives of the Opposition 

bringing.this motion. I know that it is a well-settled 
principle thet;the best means of defence is to attack but when 
the position Of the Government is completely defenceless as in 
this case it is, it has no defence for its actions, then I 
would have thought that the more. honourable course for the . 
Government to have taken in this situation would have been to 
accept an inquiry by.expert and independent third parties in 
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the interest of the public of Gibraltar to nave reassurance, . 
and this is the main point in this motion, idAlave a reassur—
ance about the continuity of supply in the future. The people 
of Gibraltar, if they have read, which they have net but we 
have as: their elected representatives, Government statements 
in this House and Government assurances in this Houseand 
Public statements by the Government on the power situation in 
the last twelve- months, if they have read them all carefully, 
interpreted' then and Analysed them carefully, they can hale no 
confidence inaiey assurances that the Government may give as 
to the power'situationfor the future because they have given 
assurances about the power situation in October, 1979, ie-
March, 1980, I at only going back twelve months, and in July, 
1960, none of which have been found to be correct and, indeed, 
Mr Speaker, when after the cloud burst of the August bank 
holiday GoVernment said: "Clouds, this is why we have had 
power cuts", and then therblamed the little engine at King's 
Bastion, and said that as soon as that was put right every-
thing would be alright and within five days of that public 
statement they came out with a press communique saying they 
had reviewed the situation as a matter of urgency and were 
now going to get four skid-mounted generators, a change in 
seven days of one of don't worry', everything will be alrighte 
to one of extreme urgency, how can the public and how can a 
responsible OppOsItton'put any credence on Goveinaent-state-
ments.on the power situation, on any Government assurance. 
If the GoVerement's record on this is open and frank and safe 
theraI would have thought there would hove been no objection • 
and'no need to object to a public inquiry. We want a 
CoMmiasion of Inquiry, Mr Speaker, and our main reason for 
thatis not to go into the industrial relations in the past 
between the Government and the Ildions, and if they have to be 
gone into I do not see any harmain doing that; that is not the 
main objective at all, the main objective is to have re-
assurance that, the Government planning on our future power 
needs are not going to be as disastrous as the Government 
planning and assurances on our power needs during the last 
24 months. We cannot accept a statement from the Minister 
for Municipal Services to the effect that everything is going 
to be alright because he has made tha.; statement on at least 
four occasions in the last twelve months and he has been proved 
wrana within three weeks of making them. How can the Govern-
ment expect us on this side of the House to 'accept assurances 
from- the other side of the House and we are seriousla 
cerned as indeed the rest of Gibraltar must be seriously con-
.cerned as to whether Government plans for the future are safo, 
and as to'whether Government plans for our newer requirements 
in the.future will meet our power. requirements and we think 
there is a need for somebody to come out who is an expert in 
the matter and inquire into the whole situation of power in 
Gibraltar and- an independent person,to be able to tell the 
public of Gibraltar; "Alright, they are now on the right lines 
and everything should be alright". We. need that reassurance • 
the Public of Gibraltar need that reassurance. and this is why 
we are asking for a Commission of Inquiry. As for the Chief 
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'Minister's 7.-e!narks that it was a typical colonial situation to 
ask for a Commission of Inquiry, the only thing I can answer 
to that is that if he thinks 'it is a typical colonial situa-
tion he is the Chief Minister, he has a majority in thieeHouse, 
come with a Bill to repeal the Commissions of Inquiry Ordinance 
but that forms part, of the laws of Gibraltar and the only way 
we could see it being done was by asking for a Commission of 
Inquiry. It so happens that that Ordinance, like many other 
Orainances on our statute book, refer to the Governor as the 
person who makes the appointmeet. Similarly, the Minister for 

.Sport in his Committee, it is the Governor 'who makes the 
appointment although on his recommendation but there are many 
instances of Government committees where it is the Governor 
who makes the appointment, if that is colonial what is the 
Chief Minister doing about it? We have been extremely re- 
strained, Mr- Speaker, on this matter and I must tell you that 2 

we asked for a public inquiry because, and the main reason why 
we said that the time had come for a public inquiry, was the 
sudaez decision by the GoVernment to buy four skid generatprs, 
when only seven 'days before we had been told by some cynical 
guy in the Secee;aeiat that the power cuts were'due to a bit 
of cloud and one o:' the small engines in King's Bastion going 
wrong, but't'aesF had been repaired and everything was going • 
to be alright, se.had been told 5 or 6 days before and suddenly, 7 days later, when %..here are continuous and serious power cuts 
throughout the community the Government then realises, I suppose 
for the filet time, what a very serious situation Gibraltar was 
in and Fluid: "There is a need for emergency action now, we are 
in trouble". That is the first time the Government said' it 
after about twelve months of-debate and assurances in the 
House: "We are in trouble, we are now going to get four skid 

.venerators". And when that happened, Mr Speaker, as a respon-' 
aible Leader .of tee Opposition, I became absolutely and 
entirly convinced that the Government did not know what they 
were eothg and that they were just plugging holes as they came 
up and hoping that they would be able to go on plugging holes 
until the new 5mW generator was installed. They discovered 
that they were not able to plug holes any more and they had to 
get fcur skid generators. i think then I became really con- 
cerned to whether one additional 5mW generator was going to 
solve the problem because I had not forgetten what the Minister . 
for Municipal Services said in. his statement to the House on 
13th October, 1979. Mr Sneaker, as you will recollect, on that 
occasion the Minister made a lengthy statement on the power 
situation but made ra. mention of the Government's intentlen to 
buy a 5mW generatoi. It was only after the motion on the 
adjournment in which my Hon and Gallant Friend, Major Peliza, 
and during his statement on this side of the House, we asked 
for assurances that there was enough generating capacity in 
Gibraltar to meet not only the needs at that time but also 
future needs with development that was going on in Gibraltar, 
It was only after we pressed the Government that the Chief 
Minister, not the Minister for Municipal Services, got up and 
said that he had had consultations in the back room and he 
could inform the House that they were going to get a 5mW 
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generator and that it would be in position and for use within 
eighteen months. I do not have to say that twelve hare already' 
gore and there is no hope of that particular pledge or assur-. 
ance being fulfilled. But it le eignificant thot the C-overn-
meet has only acted with 'regard to future pewee supplies in 
two situations, once in 31st October, 1979, when it was cor-
nered in the House and assurances were sought and they'sudd- 

e_enly deridea-inthe backroom that they would buy a 5mw gene-
rator and again in August oe early Septeebar, 1980; when 
Gibraltar was plunged in absolute darkness that they decided 
that they would have to briny some skid generators too. This, 
Mr Speaker, justified the Opposition in having serious doubts 
about the capacity and ability of the Government to supply 
Gibraltar with a continued power supply. As electricity is 
the most importent essential commodity le ear community I 
think it is fully justified for my Hon Feiend to move a motion 
in this House to have a Commission of Inquiry set up to 
inquire into the needs for the future and to reassure the 
public about that because the Government cannot reassure the 
public because they have• assured then so often aid all theee 
assurances have been misplaced as the facts have turned out. 
Mr Spetiker, I heard the Hon and Learned Chief Minister say 
that'tee'power situation was the thing that gave him the most 
worry in :public life. I do not doubt it for ore minute. In 
the Varyl Begg situation you can sort it out b/ paying 
£600,000, no problem, it is taxpayers' money". Other issees 
can be solved by paying from public fonds but thee one canne4, 
be soleed that way, this one the Pecp1; are living with them, 
they have seen the failure of the Government, they see it thern,  
black upon black, constantly and every day. Of course it must 
be his wore./ and he knows he cannot do anything, that is why he 
got the skid generators, he must have turned to the Minister and 
to his manageuent in the Generating Station and said: "We can- 

_ not go on living like this in Gibraltar. What must I do to 
give people electricity which every country in Europe gives 
constantly to all their consumers?" And then he was told to 
buy the skid generators, and when he said it would be expensive 
he was told to hire them to meet the situation. I know it must 
be for the Chief Minister a terrible thing for him to see at 
this late stage iri his political life that he cannot give a 
continuous supply of power to the people of Gibraltar. The • 
Hon and Learned Chief Minister knows :perfectly well that' if he 
went to the electorate today he would be thrown out, he knows 
thet theee would be a landslide. The landslide of Reagar eould 
be peanuts compared to the landslide there wneld ce if tee 
people of Gibraltar Were faced with this choice now. I suppose 
that the Minister for Economic Development would console him-
self by putting it down not to the power situation but' to ten: 
trene in the world to lurch to. the right. Mr Spesk”,, another 
thing I could like to sty as to how the events in August con- e. 
vinced us about the need for an inquirere--Up till August the 
Government played down quite considerably the assistance it 
was receiving from HM Dockyard Generating Stetion. I remember 
reading letters from the Press Officer in, the . Government Secre-
tariat, in the Chronicle, around Suly/Aueust, showing percent- -
ages of the contribution of the EM Dockyard. It was- something 
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like 3% of the generating capacity of Eines Bastion which we 
know isnery little_and we saw this, and apparently the Dock-
yard was not helping at all and then suddenly, over •a period 
oftw) weeks,- the whole picture changed. The Government was 
falling oeer itself to thank the Dockyard for the help it was 
giving. I suspect what must.have happened is that the Dock-

.yard must 'have saidthet if they were- going to be bailing them • 
out allethe time at least' the. Government shOuld have the good 
grace to accept- in public the assistance that they were giving. 
That must have happened although we will never know because 
like .the Preece,. Cardew and Rider Report, this is conficential 

' and secret: As a result .the Government got assistance from the 
DockYrra. Mr Speaker, the Opposition in my experience since 
1972, hra only asked for a public inquiry on two occasions so'I 
think the accusation of making political capital or trying to 
make political-  capital on the part of the Opposition is less 
than fair and we have only asked for a public inquiry on. two 
matters, this one and the Varyl Begg Estate and how right we 
were in asking fo? that inquiry in October, 1978, on the 'raryl 
Begg Estate. It will be interesting to read that debate and 
what the sinister said as to how soon it was all going to be 
settled and we find that it is settled two years later at most 
disadvantaealeus -rmsto the Government. We asked for it two 
years ago and only on two occasions have we askant. We are net 
in theihall:t. of doing; ttls and in fact before asking for a • 
• public lnouJry on this we• actually moved a motion of no con- 
•fidence on the Minister in March, 1980. We are forced to ask 
f)r.ae inquiry and we have asked .for it for reassurance. to .he 
public that the Government's plans for the future as far as 'the 
power situation is 'concerned are well founded and reasonable 
and likely to produce a continued supply of electricity to. the 
people of Gibraltar; Mr Speaker, I would like the• Minister to 
answer•this, why in August, why in September, do you make a 
deCision to order skid generators when you are almost'in dark-
neds? Why didn't the Government in March say: "Is it possible,. 
Minister, that we will have more powers cuts in August due to - • 
lack of generating capacity or engines. breaking down, is it 
possible? And if it.is possible should we not do something 

',about it in - March, 1980?" Nothing was donethen. The Govern-
meet probably thought that as summer was• coming we would be 
aleight.. Little did they think that on bank holiday in August, 
Gibraltar was'goingto be plunged in darkness. But they have 
the expertise, we do not. They have the information available 
to. theme why were there skid generators not oraered in March 
precisely to overcome the problems that ee all now are faced 
with?•Theseaee good reasons to ask for an inquire because 
the facts are thereto show that the Government has erred to a 
very serious extent with regard to the power requirements of .. 
the community and that this requires investigation and not   just -
investigation but assurances as to the future whether the 
buying of this 5mW generator is going to solve the problem. I 
'do not think it is and I am not in the Electricity Department 
nor dcel know what the Preece.Cardew and Rider Report says 
but I.remember what the- Minister said in his statement on 31st 
October, 1980 aboUt the full generating capacity in the 
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station being something like 14mW and the peak amount requirtd 
something like 13 or 12.7mW at that Denied of time.. I alga. 
know now, having heard my Hon Friend Mr Bossano yesterday end 
the clarification statements of the Minister, that in fact the 
King's Bastion whii.:11 I believe has something like 4mW of gene-
rating capacity. is; zeally useless'or coming to the end of its 
life very quickly, So therefore the 5mW that we are going to 
get,Pew is only replace the 1.mW in the Generating 
Station and its spare capacity will soon be only a couple of 
megawatts.and by then the Marina Development will have been 
completed and other developments and there will be a greater 
demand. I notice that now the Government, when they did the 
contract documents, they also took an'bption for another 5mW 
generator. Vie were not told about that possibili'y until very 
recently. The same problem, ad hoc planning, and we are 
worried. The Chief Minister tell us that all these engines 9; 
10, 11, 12, 13- have periods of, life ranging from about five 
Years to twleve or fifteen years. But five years is round the 
corner, Mr Speaker, because when Preece, Cardew and Rider 
reported was.in 1976 end we are at the end of 1980 and one of 
their basic preliminary recommeedations has still not been 
carried out which was to get a new 5mW generator, the contract 
has still not been awarded as far as I am awareat thir.Aoment 
of time. Up till. today Pr-yesterday it had not been uwaeded. 
T.iese are matters for grave concern' for the people 22 Gibraltar, 
for grave concern for the Opposition. We have done in elY con,-
structive 'role as an Opposition everything w.- eon in the last 
12 menthsend further back to impress upon the Government then's 
urzeney of the situation as we.have seen it end to urge upon -' 
them to get more generating capacity. We have urged them it 
is the Government. who has been saying everything was alright. 
We have done everything, we have moved the final thing that we 
can ao in the. House and that is a motion of censure on the 
Minister. There is only one thing left to us to- reassure the 
public of Gibraltar" that we are conscious of our responsibili-
ties to them and to the community.  et large and that is to say: 
"Ycn do not believe what we say that you have acted badly, 
that you have acted negligently. Let us have an independent 
third party, an .expert, to come in and look at the whole thing 
and look at Preece, Cardew and Rider and see how far it goes 
and make sure that the plans for the future will guarantee 
'continued supply of power to Gibraltar". That is the most we 
can ask the Government and if the Government refuse the 
Committee of Inquiry, we will just tell the electorate -"We 
have acne all we can. The only thing you can do now is Just 
physically go and throw them out if you are dissatisfied'. 
We are asking for the inquiry and we have been very patiert. 
We could have asked for this in 31st October, 1979, when my 
Hon and Gallant Fiend askel 3Pr assurances and at the last 
minute a 5mW generator came up. But now, Mr. Speaker, even all 
the experience ana advocacy of the Chief Minister cannot con-
vince a single person in our community that.there is nothing 
wrong with the. poser situation and that the matter:, are in 
hand and that everything will be OK. I do not-think there' 
is a single person outside those Government benches in 
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Gibraltar who lv:',11 believe that. Let us have an inquiry and 
at leastslet;us find out. And if somebody comes round and 
says the Govereeent plans for the future are Perfect and with 
a bit if lec:t Gibraltar has no worries for the-future - in power 
supplies, we would be delighted to hear that and we would be 

'able to tell the publiethat they have got another year but 
then the b:ue lining is there and everything will be alright. 
We will have been reassured.and the public will have been re-
assured. The Government must understendthat our reason for 
asking for an inquiry is because the assurances they have 
given have all been wrong and have all gone wrong, for one 
reason or another. They talk of us playing politics, it is 
the (soNernment thet has unfortunately been playing politics 
with tha power situation. The Government has been unwilling 
to adni; that they were wrong ands:that they were not making 
propel: arrangements and have held back making emergency 
arrangements until there was no other option open to them, 
until G::braltar was plunged into darkness and they knew then 
that !orrthing had to be done or the public would march on the 
office ,•2 the Chief Minister end that is when they announced 
the four skid generators. Mr Speaker, I hope the Government 
will do what I thiek is right in a situation such as this and 
if they have nothing to hide, as obviously they have, to agree 
to the appointment of en independent commission .of inquiry. 
Mr ripeaker, before I close I think I- ought to make just short 
comeents an,the Chiet.Minister's interpretation of the walkout 
of the-Oppositon yesterday.at Question Time. I think it is 
very much a Teeter of democratic principle.' The Chief ninister 
sought to getnround it today'by saying the Minister could'make 
a statement and he could give way and then questions could be 
asked. I know that the Chair is very liberal in these matters 
but I wonder whether one could have gone through the question 
-Vane in the course of a debate. I think that would be an 
al,use of the procedure of the House and the Chief Minister must 
realise this. It is interesting to see that in fact the 
Minister yesterday, when we come to vote the £80,000-odd for 
the skid generators, started off by trying to resist being 
questioned on them. Eventually, he had to cede because he had 
to justify to the Houge his need for the money and answer the 
questions about them and we had quite a long series of ques-
tions and answers. That is not possible in a debate on a 
motion and the Government know this and I suspect that what 
the Government was seeking was to have one speech by the 
Minister nicely prepared, all 'written out, one speech snich 
be makes and then he is net bOthered any more. That gess. 
printed in the Chronicle and everybody says that is fine. The 
GBC have a copy so it is easy to put it out. .He does not have 
the embarrassmeht of being asked why this or why that and ' 
having to get up and answer it. That is the real reason why 
the Government decided not to answer the three questions on 
power yesterday,that is why we as a matter of principle thought 
it necessary although we were very concerned about the situa-
tion to leave the House at Question Time as a protest and as 
enforcement of the hope that that will never happen again in 
the Houle. We have always agreed when we ask a question and 
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the Minister seys: "Well,.Mr - Speaker, I intend to make a 
statement to the House. at the end of question time on. nhe 
subject matter"..: We haVe.  always agreed in the-circumstances 
to await the:statementbecause, Mr Speaker; you then elloited 
us:to ask outpiementaries as if it was a question. It' that 
had been the procedure that-the Ministerhad suggeeced on 
Tuesday we Wouldn have accepted_it, but we could-not accept a 
situat the Minister says: "WeIl,'I will deal with.all 
this in the• debate ln a motion. I will Make my statement:and 
you will not be able to ask me a mingle cuestion". That Would' 
be nice for'him but that is in fact what the Government was 
doing Itiat was the Government's way' to deal With.a .very 
embarrassing situation-. Mr Speaker, we believe that -Ministers 
are elected to the House- and. they have a respnneibility to the 
House as a- whole to answer questions an,. ,o clarify matters 
however embarrassing answers that have 7o be given may be in 
particular situations. I hope the Chief Minister at least 
considers that it 4s very much an important matter of prin-
ciple for the House that Ministers should answer 'question*,  
put in the Hbuse unless there are reel overriding reasons fez,  
not doing so. They have a right to get up on every question, 
I know, and say they are not answering, and sit down.- They 
have that right but I would hope that the Government would. 
accept that that would not be democracy in Gibraltar that 
every time a question was put in the House thnt the Gov-ernment 

t. like, the Minister refuses tnanswer. That. wouLd not 
.be':right nr-proPer in our democratl-i-institution. 1.knownzhe 
GoVernment has-been answering by thenlundred but they stopped 
dead on these three and in order to avoid any repetition we 
thcught it-necessary to make a protett that would get home to 
the Chief Minister how seriously.we looked at the matter. Of . 
course-we were concerned that we Were not going to be able to - 
ask supplementaries in 70 other.questicns, of course we were, 
iewat a matter of great concern for us in that situation. 
We came back to the HoUse after question time because this 
happened as a result Of the attitude the Government was taking 
to questions and we carried on with the procedure of the Hoube. 
Some have told me that we should not have-  come back at all but 
that is not the way a responsible. Opposition conducts itself. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER; 

if the Hon Member will give way. The Opposition walked out 
and kept out of a whole setsion. I believe the 'Leader of tne 
Opposition said that this had never happened before except 
once when I did it. He was wrong, completely Wrong, The 
OppoSition came here when Mr Hattersley was here, cattle. here, 
heard prayers and went away, something we did not haVe any-
thing to do.with. We were deprived of the contribution of ' 
the Opposition throughout the whole. meeting because Mr 
Hattersley was here and we had nothing to do-With it. It may 
have been responsible,' too., I don't know. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Yesn I ar afraid I didn't recall that situation when I.went on 
televsien, I only recalled the earlier situation when the 
present .3hief-Minister walked out of the House. But obviously 
it is only done on serious occasions and it was a protest 
lfm:ted to the Government's attitude to questions. We do not 
want to do this. It is not a'thing people like doing at all, 
but there are occasions and this was certainly an occasion 
because the most important local issue befdre the peoole:of 
_Gibraltar today is the power supply. To be refused answers at 
questicn time nn that we felt attacked the very basic concep-
tion that we have of democratic Government and OppoSition. So, 
Mr Speaker, I hope that the house is reassured about our reason, 
for wanting an inquiry and our justificatioh for asking for one 
and ? hope the Government will be able to agree to the motion 
in the terms moved by my Honourable Friend. 

HON DR R G VALARINO; 

Mr Speaker, sir, before dealing with the motion by the Honour-
able Mr Reefano 7 would like to answer a few questions, a few 
things which the Leader of the Opposition has snid. First of 
all, I did rct refuee to answer the questions because I felt 
there wasanithing to hide, I did not answer them because I 
felt and 1  knew that the questions would come up further in 
the debate as.indeed I answered the questions yesterday. How-
ever, it seems to me shameful that the Opposition should have 
alked out and missed supplementaries on many important matters 
which the people of Gibraltar were concerned with. There is no 
way it can disguise the fact that this was a shameful act by 
the Opposition. Secondly, the Leader of the Opposition has got 
his facts wrong as usual. This is no novelty. The potential 
capacity of King's Bastion North is 14,100 kw, he got that one 
wrong and the potential capacity of King's Bastion South is 
4,500. He got this one wrong until I corrected him. So there 
are two points where he was entirely wrong. On a further point 
let me quote from Hansards as the Hon Mr Gerald Restano usually 
does when talking at aength.• Let me quote from Hansard from 
the 5th of December, 1979: "What was however being generally 
overlooked is the fact  

MR SPEAiER: 

Who is the Member ycu are quoting? 

HON DP R G VALARINO: 

It was myself, Sir. "What was, however, being generally over-
looked is the fact that in the first 10-year perine the demand 
grew from just over 6,000 kw in 1960 to 13,000 kw in 1970, an 
increase of 7,000 kw. This represented a growth rate which 
during the prosperous 1960's was typical of most of the developed 
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countries. The annual'growth rate was of the order of 7°%a whim 
meant, that demand doubled every lOyears. In contrast and 
again in cummon With other European countries, demands during 
this decade of the 3970's had been substantially demPed„ In 
spite of thisi countries like France are short of capacity at 
present.. The Honousble the Leader of the Opposition said i;hat 
everybody had plenty of electricity.,  He ia'Wrong once again. 

HON P J ISOLA:' 

Will the Honourable Ministertell the House something about,the 
power cuts that the French people are suffering constantly? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

I would love to do so, Mr Speaker, but unfortunately I am not 
French nor do I hold a French passport like the Honourable Mr 
Restano, who would probably be better able to answer the ques-
tion. 

HON GT RESTANOr - 

If the HOnotirable MeMber will give way. First of,a11, that is 
a. lie. I do not have a French passport, tha is an absolute 
lie and I would like the Minister to retract tis words 
immediately. 

HON DR R G. VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, if I am wrong I apologise. But, certainly, Mr . 
Restano has been in France much more than I and so has Major 
Peliza and they can vouch for.this. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 
' . 

Mr Speaker, if the. Minister would give Way. I have never 
experienced any power cuts in France, certainly not. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, with the short and rapid visits to Gibraltar and 
every other place round the 31obe'I am not surprised that. the 
'Honourable Member has not saffered any power cuts. .He has 
never been anywhere long enough'to have any power cuts. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, except in Gibraltar, if I mar say so. 

HON D1 R G VALPR7NO! 

Mr Speaker, I d:7d not give way. To carry on with the subject 
at hand:' "In fact, as far as Gibraltar is concerned' and I 
am stir::luoting from the relevant document - Hansard 5th 
December, 1979 - "as far as Gibraltar is concerned the growth 
in demand frnx 1970 to date has been a mere kilowatt compared 
with the previously recorded figure of 7 kilowatts. To cope 
with this increase a machine with nearly 5,000 kw capacity was 
installed in 1972. Consequently, the reserve capacity in the 
system since that yearphas been the highest in our 
history which records a shOrt period during most of 1961 when 
the demand was 1,igher than the.total available capacity". 
That ceals with the Leader of the Opposition's remarks. Mr 
Speaker, I will not give way as I have patiently listened to 
Mr Restano's motion on the subject and I think it is only right 
and proper that I should have my say now. 

HON MAJ-.70. R J PELIZA: 

Will the Honourable Member not give way? 

IR S''EAKER: 

' Order, I will not have any further interrdptions. - The Minister 
has said he is .tot prepared .to give way and that is the end of 
the matter. 

H)N DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, the first part of the motion by the Honourable Mr. 
Restano has already been dealt with by the Chief Minister. I 
echo the Chief Minister's excellent contribution and I further 
say that the Government considers the motion to be misconceived. 
The Chief Minister has gone into detailb regarding this part and 
has stated the life of the engines in King's Bastion North which 
the Opposition said that these were old engines and needed to be 
scrapped as soon as possible. Furthermore, I fully. agree with 
his concluding remarks that the Government will not accept this 
motion. I further welcome the fact that the Chief Minister has 
stated that once the inquiry .nnt.o the Public Works Dephrtment's 
role, structure-and performance has been completed, the Elec-
tricity Department will be.de:,a11. with next. This will be of 
real benefit to the Departmen and not a useless inauiry 
designed to serve political aspirations of the Opposition. • 
The reasons for the failure of the department to ensure a con-,  
tinuous supply of power to consumers of electricity over the 
past four years has been given in this House various times in 
statements to the House, both by myself and previous Ministers, 
in answer to questions and in detailed press releases. One of 
the biggest reasons for this fact - and I again quote the 
Hansard () 31st October, 1979, which the Chief Minister mentioned: 
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"Notwithstanding this delay, a Working Party Was eat up in 
October, '1978, to look into all aspects of power generation in 
Gibraltar.. This .Working Party consisted of representatives Of. 
the Gibraltar GoesernMent and the Ministry of Defence in both, 
Gibraltar and the United Kingdoms." Finally, 1Er saytt' "As, 
recently as the 31st .August, 1979, the Government was advised 
that the Ministry of Defence peetent and immediate future 
requirements for power could be adenuately met by existing 
resources and consequently the Ministry of Defente could 
continue to pursue its current and separate develeeMent 
programne as it considers the Major capital investment in a new 
power station as put forward in the Working Party's report was 
not necessary." 

MR SPEAKER: 

What page is that? 

HON DR R G VALUING: 

Hansard of the 31st October, 1979, page 20. 

MR SPEAKER: 
ea. 

And.y0t are quoting from your conttbutiOn, are you? 

HON DR'R. 6 VALARINO: 

I Am'quoting from my contribution Sir. Therefore, a verar big 
reason for this which I have just'mentioned, was the delay of 
a year, in fact more than a year,. whilst.kitistry of Defence 
considered whether it , was• feasible to hew a joint enterprise or 
not. We finally found out from them that they thought - in fact 
I think by this time there was a change of Government in 'the 
United Kingdom- - they thOught it was not indicated and we were 
left as late as nearly the end of 1979, We were left on our own. 
The problems we are facing in Gib:)altaP are not uLique to.  
Gibraltar but are common to any small uAdertaking like our ovi. 
This is a fact which the Opposition has got to realise. 

• 

HON ? J /SOLA: 

If the Honourable Member will give vA5- 1,  

HON DR R 0 VALARINO: 

I have said I will not give way. Our problems have been the 
backlog of work and the associated problems arising mainly from 
No 11 engine which suffered a broken crankshaft, the damage 
gear train on No 12 engine and the derating of No 13 engine. It 
was in March 1980 that the crankshaft of No 11 fractured. The 
ready availability of a new crankshaft for an engine which 
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ceased to be produced in the late 1960's was doubtful to all 
concerned. Nevertheless a new crankshaft was offered in April 
under a very attractive package deal for delivery in July. This 
signified that the engine could be restored by the winter. 
Members will recall the troubles and consequent poiver cuts we 
experienced in March when the big end bearing Lad to be changed 
in Engine No 13. The dispute on timings led to an investigation 
by the Industrial Reletaons Office and the Management Servicess 
Unit staff, The programme on maintenance of plant slipped 
downwards, principally because No 9, in addition to its normal 
major overhaul, required restoration of its foundation to be 
Carried out and whilst engine No 13 was scheduled for release 
to undergo a major overhaul in early August, this had to be 
progressively deferred since on the 26th of July there was a 
breakdown in the gear train of Engine No 12, leading to a longer 
tian normal outage for its top overhaul and subsequently a major 
overhaul had to be carried out on Engine No 10. In addition, 

.the new crankshaft which was scheduled for delivery in July was 
delayed because it was received at Mirlees' works from the 
forgers in Germany for final machining during the works' holiday 
and thus the crankshaft did not arrive at King's Bastion until 
mid-August therefore delaying the recommissioaing 6f this engine. 
The inability to de-commission engine No 13 in early August as 
scheduled. followed during the month by progressively fast 
deterforation in performance and the late areival of crankshaft 
fcr No 11 eneinee led to an extensive review and the situation 
aa the Generating Station was explained publicly by a press 
relea s e on the 28th of. August, 1980. It' was after the above-
mentioned review and in the light of the new situation it 
revealed, the Government took an immediate decision to acquire 
skid mounted diesel alternators in order to improve the 
situation and inquiries were made in the United Kingdom. 
Numerous offers were received through our consulting engineers 
and afteaSetalled consideration, the Government accepted an 
offer from Messrs Woodlands (Worcestershire) Limited, for the 
provision of four package generators each capable of producing 
up to i of a megawatt. The Woodlands' offer met the Government's 
main requirement. (1) relatively small size of set (2) ease and 
speed of installation through avoidance for the need for 
extensive civil engineering works (3) minimal size work, and 
(1) a combined output of about 3 megawatts and the earliest 
possible availability and delivery. These facts were explained 
in our press release of the 3rd of October, 1980, which also 
fully descrioed the self-contained skid mounted sets. As You' 
well know, one of the sets has already arrived in Gibraltar and' 
is in the process of undergoing commissioning. The other three 
sets will a/rife towards the weekend. .Coupled with intensive 
maintenance work being carried out at present on other engines 
at the generating station, on which every effort is being made 
to achieve-an early return to commissioning, the acquisition of 
the new sets will provide an adequate supply of power to meet 
the high demand of the winter period. I said in the BouSe two 
days ago that I would be answering Questions Nos, 255, 256 and, 
257 during the course of this debate. The Chief Minister has 
already explained the reasons for this. I have now answered 
Question No 255 by describing the events which led up to the 
acquisition of the four generators. have also covered the 
reasons for the failu-re.to ensure a continued supply of power 
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ehis year,. The reasons fact previous protlema I have already 
elucidated and have.been dealt with during the preceding three.. 
years both by myself and other Ministers., here in the House and. 
I have also detcribed the short term solution in order to provide 
pewer for the needs of the community. In my opinion.: tc-have . 
dealt. with these.coMplex. matters at question•time Woeldhave been. 
inappropriate and would have led toea'repetition of this. debateee 

Infect, I answered most of. the questions yesterday during the' 
Appropriation Bill and I am sure that Members opposite will- have • 
gathered all the information they wanted then, a day later, just• 
the same- as the answers that they Would have got a day previoUelye 
The Leader of the Opposition was asking about the long term plan. 
What were we going to do for tht..future?. How Were -we going to • ' 
managesto. ensure that We:had no further cuts? He obviously misses 
what is, going on around Gibraltar. The long term answer, and' I 
.have said.this previously in the House, is obviously the building 
of a new .generatingstation and I said this during a motion Ly 
the Honourable Mr Bossano at the end of March. As the House and -
the Members - are well aware, .two tenders have been received and 
they are inthe -process of being evaluated. A new 5-megawatt--
generator will be the first. engine in the new power station at 
NO 5.jetty .with an..optien to have another .5 megawatt generator • 
up to six months - later:. The firstengine:shoold. be commissioned 
in the first-part of 1982.. That, Sir, answers Question 257 if, • 
indeed, it requires an answer given the fact that tenders were 
:opened publicly last weeke This all. came out yesterday-in. • 
answers to questionsefromSMemberseon -  the opposite. sidet Members 
shouid.be aware that the skid mbunted,setswill.be hired fee' a. 
period.-of 18 months, though itsis net- considered that thie. • 
equipment will. b- for a longer period. Government can 
further extend` hire period,  of 24.  moathe depending on the 
progress of. the: new station. - Hiring:charges we dealt with 
yesterday-but in.casa. their memory fails them, it will -be 
Z11,546 per month. during the first 18 months. - This method of 
Payment obviates the.need.for an earlier and more substantial 
capitil'outlay inherent in - a putchaae agreement. Moreover on 
the hire agreement. the supplier would be responsible for major 
r,?rairS even if the engines blew up. The Government's* position 
on the Preece, Cardew and. Rider Report•is clear. This is a 
confidential document to Government- and will remain so like' all 
other confidential dccUments, to whichever Governmentis in 
power. Let me remind the Opposition about the Beeching Report 
which was never published nor even made available to the - -
Opposition members. in 'confidence. Let - me • say finally, and I 
said this yesterday, that the provision. of skid mounted. - 
generators never foeted part of the Preece, Carder - and Rider 
Report and has beenAsitiated entirely due to Government's 
awareness of the inconvenience to which the .pUblic have- been .• 
subjected. That, Sire  is the answer to Cleestion No. 255. :The 
Opposition may now realise that they severely over reacted in 
yesterday's walkout, the day before, I beg your pardon.-  In my 
opinion this was a shameful demonstration by Members of the 
Opposition led -by our travelling colleague. To sum up,-
Government is, however, satisfied that the situation has 
improved and is confident that it will continue to improve'in 
the near future. Thank you, Sir. 

204. 

M.N AT LODDO: 

Mr Sreaker, mime will be a short contribution. It seems to me 
that;4-overnment torge.:e that this is 1980 and that we live in a 
better informed,mote educated and more sophisticated - society. 
,A society. *here eeeoole cannot be fobbed off with blane statements 
Weich is what :*t!lieve we have been getting from Government on 
the question of the power situation. TheOatalogue of excuses 
given So the people of Gibtaltar,aslistadty my honourable friend, 
Mr GeralS Restance made very poor reading indeed. My attitude 
to the power situation, perhaps because I haven't been a Member 
of the House 'chat long, is probably extra simplistic but would 
think that if the Government has nothing at all to fear it would 
'Welcome a Commission of Inquiry and shut up the Opposition once 
and for all but I suspect the reason why the Government is 
reluctant to have an Inquiry is because it has something tofear. 
I recall that in this House we were told that the Government was 
not prepared or had not been prepared to make the Preece, Cardew 
and Rider Report available to the Members of the Opposition before 
the election because it might have been embarrassing politically 
for them lo do so. The elections are now over, have been over- now 
fora number of months, and we still haven't had this Report made 
available to us so if it is still a question of embarrassment I 
would suggest that the sooner they give us the report and get the 
embarrassment over the better and I ask this House is not the • 
Government embarrassed enough already for having to admit that it needed to acquire 4 skid generators, and hired, at that. Is this 
House seriously expected ste believe that the new generating 
station will be in operation in 18 months' time? I recall from 
the Hansard that the Chief Minister, in his statement of the let 
November, "..;979 said that the 5 megawatt engine was supposed to 
arrive in May, 1981. We have just heard-the Honourable Dr. 
Valarino say that it will be -commissioned in the first half of 
1982. That is slippage of a mere 12- months in one year. I rust 
say that I was extremely surprised that the Honourable Dt Reggie 
Valarino would not give way and answer questions after this House 
had. been given to understand by the Chief Minister that he would. 
One other thing that puzzles me is that if these engines which we 
now have in King's Bastion, are to enjoy such longerity, I ask 
m-'self do we really need these four skid mounted generators? If 
the engines there are assured of so many years of useful life, 
what wags the reason for hiring these skid generators? I ask • 
myself these questions but I cannot answer them. 

HON CHISP eMINISTM: 

If the roeoUtable Member will give- way. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Most certainly. 

CetittPMINISTER: 

The point is that the Mention is made in two different contexts. 
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The Minister has described the difficUltiee with regard to the - 
engines but the mention of 'the longerity of the life was in 
respect of the fact teat Mention had been made, not here,. I 
diC say that, not here, buta generally speakitg, that both . 
engiterooes were completely unfit and should be scrapped.. 
they were all working now of course. there would be.no need 
the skid generetors:but'the Minister has explained the reason 
for the difficulties and

' 
the breakdowns that have caused the 

difficulties. I am very grateful- to the Member for giving way. 

HON A T LODDO: 

I am gratefill• for theOhlef Minister's explanationt .Still I. 
. . , . 

mist .say I am not Convinced by the Minister for Municipal 
Services' expianation AS / said at the begihning we lire in a 
far more sophisticated society. a society where people are better 
informed, better educated and they.jUst will not.be fobbed off 
with the excuses that have been given.. With that, Mt Speaker, 
I come to the end of any contribution. 

• 

MR SPEAKER: 

We will now recess and may I say that we will be starting at 
3.15 promptlf. 

THE HOUSE RECESSED AT 1.00 PM. 

THE HOUSE RESUMED AT 3.15 PM 

HON ..TB PEREZ: 

MrSpeaket,''Sii Would like to begin. my7 contributiOn on- this • 
particular debate-  in with'the electricity situation,  
by.eaying that I was in fadt quite-iMpressed.with the manner in 
which the Honourable Mover or this particular motion, Mr. Restano, 
produced his argumette and his commentsin support of. this ration, 
'although I must say that I cannot agree with-  some of the 
arguments and some of his comments but nevertheless aegin • 
by congratulatitg him on his presentation, on his research of.. 
this partidular matter Of•substance and in feet it' is quite 
.clear to me and I think to all members of this ;louse that, in 
fact, Mr Restano aas done his homework as- far as this perticular 
motion is concerned. Mr Speaker, I think the main theme in the 
contribution made by the mover is - that an inquiry is necessary 
becauSe it is in fact in the public interest that we should have 
one.. To that, Mr Speaker, I•cannot czree. say,-  in. my 
.view, that it is not in the public. interest to set up an inquiry 
as in fact suggested by the Honourable Mover in his motion. But 
_I am not going to leave matters by merely saying - that.I 
think it is in the public interest because I intend to give Mr 
Speaker, what I consider,to be four very goal and four very. 
valid reasons why it is not in the public interest to do so, as 
he suggests. The first reason that I would give is that I do 
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not believe that there is anything practical to be gained cut 
of this particular exercise. I mould give, Mr Speaker, as 
reason No 1 that it is in fact a timewasting exercise and in 
fact invokes a waste of public funds, that is reason No 1, 
because I do not believe that the people of Gibraltar,'the 
public, are in fact co:learned with the question blame. 
What I Itlie—e is that the general public is concerned because 
they want a continuous supply of electricity. Reason No 2, 
Mr speaker, is that-;I think that the setting up of an inquiry 
as suggested by this motion could lead to revive old scores, 
old problems, in the generating station and that, Mr Speaker, I 
don't think is conducive to an improvement of the present 
situation and neither do I believe it is in fact in the public 
interest to have this inquiry for this reason. Reason No 3: 
I think to set up an inquiry as suggested by the Honourable 
Mover may in fact result in a delay in the short term- plan of 
the Government and that Mr Speaker, is not in the public 
interest either. Reason 10 4 is that, as has been announced 
during the.last six months, an inquiry is to be held following 
the inquiry into the efficiency of the Public Works Department, 
an iaquiry is to be carried out as to the efficiency of the 
ElectrCcity Department. In this respect, Mr Speaker, I would 
say that we would have a duplication, we would have two 
inquiries and it would result again in a waste of public funds. 
Mr Speaker, that is my fourth reason for saying that it is not 
in the pUIlicaintereet to have'an inquiry on the basis suggested 
by.-the Honourable Mo7eaa at the Motion. Having given my reasons, 
Mr Speaker, I-  would lice to make some comments on the contribution. 
which eras made this morning by the Honourable and Learned Mr 
Peter Isola, the Leader of the Opposition. In my opinion, 
Mr Speaker, I though his contribution was indeed a very poor 
one as compared to the Honourable Mover of the motion. I think 
the impression he gave me was that he himself had not done his 
homework on this particular motion, he had not done any research, 
he had not read questions and answers contained in Hansard, he 
had not read the press releases brought out by the Government, 
infect, a complete and total distinction between the contribu—
tion made by the Leader of the Opposition.wae one more worthy to 
be made by the Leader of the Opposition was one more worthy to 
be made at Casemates before a general election than the one that 
he made in this House only eight months after a general election. 
I believe, Mr Speaker, that the 'Leader of the Opposition did not 
deal with any of the point which had been raised by the Chief 
Ministe:‘'in his contribution of the motion. I think he completely 
dismgErdod the points which had been made, the very valid points 
that hF,d 'oem made, he has nothing to say on them. 

HOL ? S ISOLP : 

Perhaps the Hot Member will point out the ones that were not 
dealt with. 

HON J B PPREZ: 

Yes, I will not proceed to do so. Not only did he fail to comment 
or to reply to the 'points made by the Chief Minister but I think 
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•?•ir Speaker, that he 1.twisted everything and :many of the points 
which had already been raised in the debate and I think he did 
that being the good advocate that he is but let me remind the 
Hononeable -Leader of the Opposition, Mr Speaker, that he -is not 
in a court a: law. ,He is not addressing a jury, he, is here. in  
t17.̂.e Gibraltar House of Assembly and I would urge him limit 
his contributions not on the finer points of advocacy or trying; 
to dodge one;, hedge this and not answer the ruestion but to deal 
with the political issue. which I would submit he has not dote 
at all. The Leader of the Opposition said that he knw why Dr 
Valarino did not answer questions at question time. He 
suggested that it was a tactical approach be :•.ause he didn't 
want to come under fire with•supplementaries, that was the... .. 
suggestion Made by the Honourable Leader of the Opposition. I 
would suggest to him why he, in fact, failed to answer and to 
reply 'to any of the points made by the Chief Minister in the 
same manner as he has suggested why Dr Valarino failed to 
enewer the. questions. And the answer Mr Speaker; I think, is. 
eeey clear. Because after hearing the points raised in the 
debate by the Chief Minister the Hon Mr Isola was fully 
convinced that it is not in the public interest to have a public 
inquiry on the electricity situation. I don't think it is a 
laughing matter, Mr Speaker. I honestly believe the Leader of 
the Opposition. deep down realised that the pOints .16de by the 
Chief . Minis ter, were 'valid and it is not in the pubicinterest 
to have an inquiry on the electricity'r eituation in Gibraltar'. 
That is what I suggest to him why he never made any comments` to 
counteract. or to reply to the points made during the debate. ,  
Mr Speaker, I also find and I feel that the attacks which liaVe -",, -  
been made by :members on the opposite side of the House or ley • 
colleague Dr Vaearino have bean most unfair in the past and 
say so becaute Incest of the accusations levelled at my Honourable 
Colleague have been that he has failed to inform. He has been 
accused of failing to inform the public, failing to inform the 
House and that I think has been the major accusations• levelled 
so far and .I say I think it is unfair and I say so because if 
Honourable Members of 'the House  

HONG T MSTANO: 

Would the Honourable Member give way? 

RON J B PEREZ: 

Not at this stage. 

MR SPEAXER: 

Order. 

'HON J B PEREZ: 

If Honourable Member% opposite look at the Hanstrd as the 
,Honourable Mover has done in moving the motion, if they would 

• I 

Ej 

have bctl,ared to read press releases which I think is expected 
cf a member of the House, they would have realised that 
explanations have beer given continuously by the Honourable 
Dr Valarino on the electrie:ty situation. Explanations have 
been given during every single, meeting of the el- Ouse of Assembly. 

ca.a inderstand thet attitude, Ps Speaker, being taken by 
cce mbe r 3 of 'the public. Of course, housewives and elderly people 
and in fact the public in general are not concerned or do not 
read Hansan:i and do not really read every Government Press 
Release that comes out or even any press releases issued by the 
Opposition. Members of the public .haven't got the time nor the 
inclination to read press releases and that I car understand 
b?.cause a member of the public is only concerned with having 
a continuous supply of electricity. I can understand that but 
wile* I cannot understand is for a member of the Opposition not 
to do that, that I faileto understand, if they are really > 
'..ftesponsible members of the - House. I fail to understand that 
attitude. They know full well that the Honourable Dr Valarino 
nas explained on many occasions why we have been suffering power,  
cuts. He has said it in the House and as I say there have been 
numerous press releases in which the position has been explained. 
And that, Mr Speaker, was not the impression given to me by the 
Honourable Ivir Isola neither was the contribution made by the 
Honourable Mr Lcddo. The impression they gave me was that they 
were still carryinne on accusing the Honourable Dr Valarino of 
nct explaining anything and thatI thought and I think, Mr 
Speaker, is indeed unfair. 

HON G T RE STAND: 

• Will the Honourable Member giro way now? 

HON J B I5EREZ: 

Not yet. Mr Speaker, the Honourable Leader of the Opposition 
also said that as far as he and his party were concerned they 
had asked questiOns in the House, they had even had a censure 
metioe on the Honourable Dr Valarino and now they were, 
proposing a public. inquiry and the Leader of the Opposition 'went 
even further. He raid that by the Government not accepting 
a Publici Inquiry he would now tell the people: "That is as far . 
as I can go, their,e is nothing else that we can do". Except, 
he said , that he could tell the people to remove tie Government 
physica..1:r. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

If the Honourable Member will give way. 

• ' 
HON J B PEREZ: 

Yes, I will give way on this one. 
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MR SPEAMR: 
HON P J ISOLA: 

Because that is going fs bit too far. I did not say that we 
would tell the people to move the Government physically. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Oh, yes. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I did not say that. 'I would ask the member to '*ithdraw that 
imputation. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Mr Isola, what did you say? 

HON P J ISOLA: 

T' said there wasnOthing left for us to do. We couldn't ask 
the,peoplet&tnvIthenout, we couldn't jump over the desk and 
push them aut. All we could do was use words, that is what 7 

MR SPEAKS 

In the first instance I think I remember you said, "I think 
we have to advise the people to throw them out of Government". 
Those were the actual words that you used in the first instance 
but then you corrected yourself. 

HON P J IS 

If the Government thinks we would suggest to the public :hat 
they should throw them out physically, we would never vaize thst 
suggestion and of course we haven't. 

MR SPEAKER: 
is in 

Order. All I am interested in /clarifying at this particular 
moment what was said in the first instance. You most 
certainly corrected yourself. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I accept that, Mr Speaker, in fact I was &oing'on to say that I 
personallytook great .offence to that remark. 

Offence ihr,Uld tiot be taken at the comment once it was 
corrected. 

HON J B 1-213Z: 

The point was, Mr Speaker, that I sincerely hope we do not get 
a repetition of that in this House. That is the point I wanted 
to make. I admit that it was retracted by the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition but I sincerely hope that that 
suggestion whether it was made in a jocular manner; I hope we 
do not have any repetition of that because I took great offence 
to that. The Honourable Leader of the Opposition went further. 
and said: "Mr Speaker, what should we tell the public now, 
there is nothing else we can tell them." Well, Ian going to . 
suggest to the Honourable Leader of the Opposition two things 
that we can tell the public which are still open to him and 
which he has not done. No 1. I would suggest to the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition to tell the public the truth. All he 
has to do is look back at Hansard and press release and find • 
the explanations,  which has been given by the Honourable Dr 
Valarino, That is :joint No 1 which I feel w' ought to do.' That 
is still open to hiss to tell: the public because the public, for 
reasons which I have: explained, may not have read Hansards, may 
not have read press r!leases but at least I think it is the duty 
of the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition to inform the 
public of the statements and the truth of the situation which 
has been very clearly outlined by my Honourable Colleague, Dr 
Valarino. 

HON P J ISOLA' 

If the Honourable Member will give way. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No, I will not give way. Not yet, Mr Speaker, I will not give-
way. I will not give way until I finish. 

Si7RAKE: 

Ores . 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Point No 2 which I would suggest, Mr Speaker, to the Honourable 
the Leader of the Opposition that he can also do since he seems 
to be'los; as to what he can tell the public. I would ask him, 
I would suggest to him, to tell the public that the Government' 
have in fact got a .short term and a long term solution which he 
knows, which has-been announced in this House and if he doesn't 
remember what they are I will now tell him'again"for his own 
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benefit. Short terms solution: The skid aEnerators whaeh' 
have been purchased. That ie eale short term solution, Mr 
Speaker. The long term solution; the new Generating Station which 
is to be built, that is the long term solution. Since he— 
seems to be lost as to what he can tell the public, why doesn't 
he tell them that — I will not give way, I have not finished, 
Mr Speaker — why doesn't he tell the public the short teen- and 
the long term solutions which have been proeesed? 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Will the Honourable Member give way? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No, I will• not give way. Not yet. I think 4r Speaker that the 
behaviour Of the Leader of the Oppoeitiencan:be very clearly 
seen in one example whidh I am going to give now which explains 
quite clearly the attitude of the Opposition in this connection. 
That happened yesterday-when we were asking the House to vote 
the money for the skid generators. I forget the figure now but 
I think it was £81,500. The decision was announced that 
Gove'rnmnthadIvade up its mind to hire and not to. purchase this 
particular equipment. But what is it that the Opposition dea 
Mr Speaker? Instead of welcoming this measure, which I expected 
them to have donee  they now tell us that we are wrong in cur 
decision of hiring and that re should have purchased. W:a4 a' 
saye Mr Speaker,.1s• that with this Opposition and the meaner in 
which they, are acting it connection with the electricity situation, 
if Government has cone to this House and said: "We want the 
£81,500 to purchase the generators", the Opposition would have 
told us: "Why don't you hire, that is the best thing". That is.  
what I say. That, Mr Speaker, is a-clearcuteexample of the 
behaviour of the Leader of the Oppositioa and his Party in 
connection with the electricity situation in Gibraltar. Let me 
say that I find that Mr Bossano's view-and attitude and stand 
was much more honest than the Honourable the Leader of. the 
Opposition because Mr Bossano  

MR SPEAKER: 

No, no, let us say much more. responsible. 

Oaeoeition whose sole objective is in fact to discredit 
Government, to try themselves to get into Government at 
whatever the cost. And'not.only that but totally disregarding 
the real public interest in Gibraltar. Mr Speaker, I say that 
this particular motion or whet the motion sets to do, to set 
up an inquiry ie, in fact, not in the public interest. 

• 

HON P 

Will the Honourable Member give way before he sits dcwn? May • 
I tell the Honourable Member, in answer to what he said before, 
that if he guarantees me space in the two Government newspapers 
I will certainly give them extracts from Hansards, without 
comment, of everything the Minister has said on power, and the 
Chief Minister, for the last 18 'months and let the reading 
public decide. Unfortunately the DPBG has no newspaoer so we 
are not able to manufacture news in the same way as the 
Government does. 

HON J L PEREZ: 

I would lake to tell the Honourable the Leader of the Oppasition, 
that I am not aware that the Government has two nelrepapers. I 
am- not'aware'that the Goiremeent has even one newspaper. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

If the Honourable Member vial give way? 

HON J B PSREZ: 

I have already given way, Mr Speaker. I am not aware of any ' 
.Government newspaper in Gibraltar, as suggeated by the Honourable 
the Leader of the Opposition. That is point one. Point two, 
I can only say that that is the impression that I was given from 
7.ietening to what I said was a very poor contribution which he 
vaee in this debate and he is to blame if that is the view that 
I took. 

. HON P J ISele.: 

If the Honourable Ministei' will give way? 
HON J B PEREZ: 

I beg your pardon, Mr Speaker, much more responsible. I. thank 
you for.the correction. Because Mr Bossaao criticised the 

• Government's decision of hiring instead of purchasing but at 
least he was responsible t .let me use that word, Mr Speaker,. ia 
abstaining on.that particular vote rather than the Opposition 
voting in favour of that money after. they had criticised the 
Government for hiring instead of purchasing. Me S:eleaker, I 
would pose the question, is -this the attitude ota,responsible 

sand constructive Opposition or are - these not the actions of an  

HON J B PEREZ: 

• No, I am not giving way. 

MR SP1AXER: 

()Mc^. You have the chance to reply. The Minister has finished his contribution. 



HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, I think. I ought to s tart by sayings that• I am Teite 
willing to give way to any  member of the House, and I include 
the Honourable Dr Valarino who denied me• the ccartesy earlier.:  
on this morning and in fact I wanted him to give way because 
he was mentioning one kilowatt and then subsequently 3 and 5 
kilowatts again misquoting as he did yesterday. He should here 
said 1 megawatt or 3 or 5 megawatts. Mr Speaker, the Chief 
Minister's discourse this morning appeared to present a very 
rosy pictene. I think he, went through each and every engine 
both in the King's Bastion South and King's Bastion North. 

HON CHIRP MINISTER: 

If the Hon Member will start giving way, I never mentioned 
King's Bastion South at all. • 

HON T SCOTT: 

I stand corrected, Mr Speaker. But in the engines that he did. 
mention -he. went into great detail on• period of life and so on, 
and so forth end in'fact he gave an. impression that there was no 
problem with tee electricity generating siteetionin Gibraltar 
as, alndeede met contributions from the Government side ca' the 
House•. It would appear, certainly to•me, Mr Speaker, that the 
Government are entirely blameless that we h.ave .no. electricity 
generating problem in Gibraltar but tken one looks back over 

• theelast 2 or 3 years and one asks oneself; "Is this- a myth - . 
Or isn't it-.a myth?", because ,other than District No 5, I. 

.think -it-was, we had something like 400 odd hours of power cute 
within the last few months. Mr Speaker, earlier on this year, 
round about September, I wrote a letter to. the Honourable Dr 

• Valarino soliciting some information and the  

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Will the Honourable Member give way? 1: id he say Listrict No !)? 

ION W T SCOTT: 

Yes: 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

District No 5 have had no power cuts. 
`.) 

EON W T SCOTT: 

That is e7actly what I said. 

214. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Can 1. explain why District No 5 has had no poser cuts? 

HON W T 3GOTT: 

I am not asking for an explanation but if the Minister will 
volunteer one I would certainly hear him. 

HON DR R G VALARINO:.  

Well, it is. the hospital so there is no need for the Honourable 
Member to bring it Up at.all. 

,HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, what I said was that every district, other than No 5, 
had experienced power cuts. We on this side of the House I • 
think are aware that District No 5 contains the hospital. I 
wasn't asking for an explanation as to why District No 5 had. not 
experienced power cute but I am grateful to the Honourable 
'Member, However, earlier on this year I dee have occasion to 
Write to the Honourable Dr Valarino. soliciting some information 
froth him. 1 wanted to know what the total capacity of King's 
Bastion Generating Station would be under optimum working 
conditions, that is assuming that all machines were capable of 
supplying their full load and in reply I had a figure in excess 
of 20 'egawatts. My next question was what was the total 
connected load that might be erected under the most severe of 
all coalitions in Gibraltar, for example, Christens Day, very e 
very co]d day when everybody is using their heaters, etc., and 
I got tle figure of just in excess of 14.3 megawatts which 
leaves the factor of something like a third in excess and that 
presumably has been there since 1972 as has already been 
mentioned in this House. Perhaps, Mr Speaker, in 1972 that 
excess would have been perfectly capable of having certain 
sachines or standby,: certain machines on maintenance and so 
forth but it seems to an, as has also been said on this side 
of the House, that for 8 years very little has been done to 
increase the generating capacity, not only to increase the 
generating ca-etacity given the development that we have had, but 
less has been done on ensuring that that generating capacity, 
which could have gone, up, in other words, the one hat we have 
now, •seems ;o me to have gone down even further. Mr Spa aker, 
the Chief Minister's contribution also mentioned, I think he 
adm4 teee, in fact, that the next stage in this Government's 
Commiesion of Inquiry would be investigating the Electricity 
Department. It is obvious that Government recognises that 
there is a reed to investigate it, that is obvious on their 
own admission. I cannot understand why if there is a reed and, 
it Would.. appear that there is an urgent need to do this, why 
it should wait until the Public Works inquiry is completed 
before they start on the electricity one. They could run 
concurrently unleds of course they want 7 the sams people 

'involved in both. 
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HON CHEF MINISTER: 

If tla Honcurable Meiber will give way. I did not say' it was 
the same people, I said that it could be .the next one lecause 
of the servicing of these Commissions: and the wort that has to 
be done. I will have something more to say in aeleth;r cbntext 
later on. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I am grateful to the Chief Minister but I wreild have thought . 
that. the need, the urgent need, would have put •the,GoVerninent 
in a set of circumstances where they would haVe. carried Out 
this inquiry as soon as possible. I wonder, quite frankly, Mr 
Speaker, whether the planned development which should have taken 
place up to next year what would have happened to that and the 
electricity generating problem, whether •the cuts would have 
been even 'more severe.. I wonder in fact whether in the 1981-84 
development programme they have taken due. regard of this as well. 
Mr Speaker, on Tuesday we were under the . impression that the 
Minister for Municipal Services, Dr Valarino,. as the Chief 
Minister suggested, would make himself available to answer .any 
suRplemeritary queations during tie course of the dehate. 

ortunately, becatise he denied us the right, this was,  no 
loneer _true and I wonder whether he ceased to. take instructiOns. 
from. the Chief Minis ter on .that. One final, Content., Mr Speaker, 
because :I cannot let • this opportUnity. really • go • by .with cut  making 
a' comment on sore thing that had happened earlier .on and, in faCt, 
yesterday. Yes terda•y, in the course of •. the, debate on . . 
recreational iecilities and so forth,. the" Honourable Mr •Zaaunitt 
made an unwarranted 'personal attack on'zny colleague, Andrew 
Hayres. 

Y22 SPEAKER: 

has nothing to dO with th.is deba-te. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

It has nothing to do with the debate but it was mentioned in 
yesterday's debate and, in fact, another attack took place 
during the course of this debate earlieo on this morning by 
Dr Valarino to the *honourable Gerald Reetano. (anite frankly, 
Mr Speaker, we on tnis side of the House will not take the 
bait, we will not involve ourselves in any personal attaeks, 
we did not do it, as they did, in February durirg the general 
elections and we will continue not teed° it. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, my interventions are usually brief end I will make 
today's one as brief as possible. I think I ruse congratulate 
the Honourable Mover on the way he has moved tarts motion. He 
has certainly done his homework. ' I think that he has slightly  

miseaoted some of the things that I have said on the energy 
situation in Gibraltar., I have never painted a rosy picture 
of the energy siteaticn in Gibraltar, what I have done in the 
past is give a realis tic account e how things stood at 
particular tirns , cf: the year *with regard to energy. 

HON G 

Mr Speaker, on a point of order. Is the Honourable Member 
questioning my quotation of his own quotation which goes back 
to the meeting of the 17th of May and it was question No 129? 
I did no more than quote from his own statement then. Is he 
questioning that? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, I am not auestioning what is in the Hansard what I 
am questioning is the interpretation that the Honourable Mr 
Restano has given. What I have endeavoured todo in the past, 
is to give factual accounts as t o the actual state at that 
particular moment of time of the generating station and its 
capacity to reet' demarrls. I have also painted bad pictures at 
the time. I have also ME niioned that even though tee situation 
might be good at that tins it has been good because the 
Dockyard have been givine, us help that is why there haven't 
been any power cuts. I have mentioned that and I have also 
thanked the Ministry of Defence for helping us out during 
periods when we have been in trouble. But what I have done is 
to present the facts as they are at any given time because we 
are talking of machinery and you might have a marvellous. Rolls 
Royce one day working in perfect condition and the next day 
that marvellous Rolls Royce could be absolutely useless. That 
is the situation that I have been presenting when I was 
Minister for Municipal Services. I have never tried to mislead 
the House in any way by painting a rosy picture, in fact, I 
might have been sometime too much of a pessimist and I have 
been accused of being anti-trade unionist. In fact -I have been 
celled the reactionary Major by my friends but I have never 
tlied tO mislead the House. I have given the facts as I have 
seen them at the time. I would point out, Mr Speaker, that 
some of the problems really are to be blazed on the Government 
Mr Xiberras a.d Major Peliza of 1969 and 1972 because one of 
the bast run organisations in Gibraltar up to 1969 when they 
were in such a hurry to get rid of the Honourable Chief 
Minister as Mayor of the City of Gibraltar, was the Generating 
Station ehich woe the pride of Gibraltar. You could actually 
eat from the floor, it was so clean. It was the City Council f. 
who met that demand - I will not give way - it was the City 
Council at that time, headed by the Mayor of Gibraltar, who was 
the Honourable Chief Minister, who planned during that areat •- 
de'reand when it went up to I think it•was 7% in demand, who 
plained than Ieriod between 1960 and 1969, when the demand grew 
be megawatts. The figure of 10 years has been mentioned, 
well, out of those 10 years, 3 years they were in power. I will 
give way, certainly. • 
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HON T IMSTANOr 

I did not say 10 years, I said 8 years, from 1972, when the 
last engine was received in Gibraltar. until 1980 where we are .  • 
today. That is not 10 years it is 8 years and 'if - I may eay 80_ 
I think that by 1972 the previous administretim was no lonser 
in power. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, when the generating stetter. was in the capable hands 
of the Mayor of Gibraltar, the Chief Minister, we were able to 
met an increase of demand of 7 megawatts. The increase in 
demand during the period 1970 to 1980 has only been in the 

• region of 1.5 megawatts. In 1976 we had a total capacity 
between King's Bastion South and North of around 18 elegawatte 
and. the fact that we had 18 is proof that the Honourable Mr 
'Hassan° brought in the question that we wanted to change the rei 
shift work because we could do without King's Bastion South 
because we were able to meet the demand, we had 1(3, and our 
idea was to close it at night time because we only might hove 
needed them at peak times during the day time. So in 1976  we 
had the capacity to meet the demand of today. • But since then 
machines break down and no one would have exee ;tee a crareshaft 
to break down, no one can visualise it and once you see that it. 
is going to break yeu cannot do anything to, repair it, it is 
impossible tb repair it. One would think that you had the 
Ministers there tryine to break down cylinders and crankshafts. 
It is a fact of life teat machinery breaks down. i have reported 
this and I have said this and I have given explanations of the 
problems that have been met. I will not go into the delays • ' 
that have been explained already by the Chief Minister and otner 
Members, but there have been delays because Government have been 
trying to see which was the best possible way and the most 
economical way to go into the future. Then we have problems 
with the foundations, the engines going out of realignment, the 
blower, cylinder brake, they are machines, they break down. .3et 
those are facts and those are the facts that I kept the House 
informed. I have never painted a rosy picture. I have given 
factual accounts of day to day happenings of all the mach::.neri e  
whether they were bad or good. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

If the Hon Mel:veer will give way. I think he is absclutely right 
there. Can he confirm, in fact, that during the cor,rse of the 
budget, I think it was in 1977 or 1978, he warned the House that 
a new generator was required. Does the Honeurable Member recall 
that? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I certainly recall that. You already have the explanations 
for the delay. I am not going to start repi.ating the explanations 
again. I always try to make my interventions as brief as possible .  

so I will not repeat myself. I am concerned, like you are, 
because it effects my house too and it affects my pocket if we 
do not run En efficient' service Prd there is need for improveme.nt, 
I accept ti.at. Ir. that context, Mr Speaker, I would like to 
propcse -an amendment. My amendment, Sir, is to Oelete everything 
after "Th.e Haase" and substitute the wads "awa:ee of the policy, 
previousl,' edopted by the GoVernment, of carrying out a programme 
of Inquiries into the role, structupe and organisation of 
Gevernment Departments, welcomes the Government's intention to 
set up a Conmiittee of Inquiry into the Electricity Department 
as soon as the Inquiry into the Public Wcrks Department has 
been cmeleted." 

Mt• Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon MO br 
F J Dellipiani's amendment. 

HON T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, on occasions, the Honourable Mr Bossano has 
ccmplained that this motions have been amended and that the only 
thieg in his motion that has been left are the first two words 
which is "This House". I find that today even "This House", has 
been taken away and in the new amendment "Th'ea •House" is 
included. Mr Speaker, the amendment, of course; is a ridiculous 

. amendment. If we cEn compare the motion and what the amendment 
tries to achieve, we have two different situations. The motion 
is a responsible motion. The motion is a motion which asks for 
reasons, a motion which asks for examination and a motion which 
asks for long—term po:Licy. What this amendment is trying to 
do is merely, and of course if it is carried out, the Goverment 
has a majority; but it is a ludicrous thing because what the 

'Government is trying to say here is all praise to .Government. 
I don't know why the amendment doesn't say let us congratulate the 
Government 'for the power cuts that we have had during the past 
four years. I would gladly sit down and give way Mr Speaker, if 
it is an omission as the Honourable Mr Zammitt says, and allow 
the propOser to include it in his amendment, I will gladly s it 
down and give way. It certainly gives me the impression, and 
if I can go through this amendment which in fact the Honourable 
Mover hes said nothing about, he has talked on the motion, he 
has nv.de certain points which I will reply to when my time comes 
to reply in winding up the debate, but he has brought out this 
amerdm -nit without giving a single comment as to why he is • 
putting through this amendment. 

HON MAJOR J DEDLIPIANI: 

Will the Honourable Member give way? 

HON 7 PESTANO: 

Yes, most certainly, We always give way on this side of the 
House, Mr Speaker: 
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I explained that I shared that concern and that is why I want 
this amendment. 

HONG T RESTANO: 

-I-amenot debating that, Mr Speaker, what I am saying is that in 
my. four years in this House I have never heard cf anybody 
speaking on a substantive motion and saying this that and the 
other and then bringing an amendment without giving any 
explanation for that amendment. This amendment to a motion 
which really asks for a Commission of Inquiry-  says that the 
House is aware of the policy previously' adopted ':es the Government 
of carrying out a programme of Inquiries into ti• e eole , structune 
and organisation of Government departments, welcomes Government's 
intention to set up 'a Committee of Inquiry into the Electricity 
Department as soon as the inquiry into the Public 'Narks Depart-
ment is completed, but this leaves us the whole aspect of the 
notion, Mr. Speaker. ,All this is trying to do is saying that 
the Government, perhaps; because the Opposition suEgested that 
there. .thould be a public Commission of Inquiry into the 
electricity .situation, has thought "That wculd 'not be in our 
interest, sp we are going to suggest another type o- Itqniry. 
We are going to suggest a type of ,Inquiry which will: be a secret 
inquiry". The sort .of inquiry which will not see the lieht of 
day, the. sort of inquiry. that will not see. Ann • light of.  day just 
the.. same as the,..Preece Cardew and.Rider Report on electricity 
did not see the light of day in 1976 and from 1976•until - today, 
which-was - the sort of inquiry which recommended to Government 
what it• should :do in order that the.,. peciple of Gibraltar should 
have sufficient power supply during those years. But no, that 
sort of inquiry is not in the interests of the Government to have. 
The, sort. of inquiry which the Government is proposing, and which 
it is in its interest, is an inquiry which is going to be secret. 

• 

hat+. CHIEF MINISTER: 

If the Honourable Member will give way. 

HON G T RESTANO: 
• 

I will give way Mr Speaker. Of course I will give way to the 
Chief Minister and to any other Minister unlike the Minister 
for Municipal Services who refused to give way this morning, 
unlike the Honourable Mr Perez who refnsed , to give way this 
afternoon and unlike, on one cccasion, the Honourable Major 
Dellipiani. I %ill give way..  

EON CHIEF MINISTER: 

The question of giving way is as much a vestion of staying in 
a corner whilst you cross the road, and whether you want to 
push in or not. I think I am reasonably easy in giving way. 
normally. 
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.MR F.', AnR : 

• May I say that the matter of giving way is conditional on two 
things. In -th, first instance, of course,. it is for the 
?Iernber who:raol..ds the floor to be prepared to give way and, 
seconelen: that In as Speaker, ' authorise it. 

HON CHIEF mINISTER: 

I have just interrupted in order that the Honourable Member 
will not go on on a wrong tack, if I ray say so, because I 
have the right to speak on the amendment and I propose to do so. 
I an rot takirg advantage because I haven't got the chance of 
tak:ng the fluor. There is no reason for him to say that this 
is g)i.eg to be a secret inquiry. In fact, I think he ought 
to 11,1-:e reas-on to know that the one that we are setting up for 
the Public Works Department is not going to be a secret inquiry. 
and renbers opposite, 'at least the Leader of the Opposition, has 
alreedy been approached by the Chairman of the Commission to see 
the nectole Who are going to come to the inquiry and that is the 
sort of inqUiry the'. is envisaged here, there is .no question of 
any secrecy. 

HON I) T RESTANO: 

It is not a questiun,.Mr Sneaker of the Members of the 
Opposition being able to go to the Inquiry, it is the rembers 
of the put 11c who should be, allowed to go to the Inquiry and 
•it is members of the .public who should 'be able to understand 
and to find out ehat information and on what information the 
inquiry is going to be set up on.. To my way of thinking this 
Ls certainly not envisaged or is not highlighted in this 
,amendment which the Honourable Major Dellipiani has brought to 
the House. Neither, as I am reminded by the Honourable Leader • 
of the Opposition is any, mention made in this amendment that 
the report of the Inquiry Committee will be made public or not. 
Nothing of this is mentioned in this amendment. A couple of 
the Government contributors to this motion have been kind 
enough to say that I did my homework when I presented the motion 

'but . I am afraid, although I would like to return the compliment, 
I cannot do so on this amendment, Mr Speaker, I cannot return 
the compliment to Major Dellipiani on this amendment. I think 
this amendment in just about the poorest amendment that I have, 
in my four yeare in this Hoist: of Assembly, ever had from the 
Government side. I have neyee seen an amendment to a substantive 
motion which deals with the saffering, the misery that people are 
going`through the power cuts that we have in Gibraltar, this 
amendment has been put in trying to amend the motion saying that 
the Government is doing everything right. And when I see W:4 or 
L440 hours of power cuts in four months for the people of 
Gibraltar and the people of Gibraltar have had to suffer that, 
the misery it has caused, for an amendment of this nature to 'be 
brought to the House saying that the Government :is doing 
everything right and without even substantiating what is in this 
amendaent is I think, a very, very poor performance from any 
Member of the Government, Mr Speaker, I, certainly, will not 
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brook any support for this amendment. I,think it is .11.6t only 
ridiculing the motion, it is not only ridiculing the Mebers 
of the Opposition but it is ridiculing the people of Gibraltar 
who have suffered all these power cuts and not just the b40, 
odd. hours in ete last four months but the newer cuts that have 
been suffered in the last four years. Therefore, Mr speaker, 
I think it is wrong, it is not decent to have this sort of 

--amendment-I:Cut forward on this type of motion. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, I can see thit the Honourable Mover, having done 
his homework and having worked on this for a long time, he gets 
a little frustrated when he sees that the motion is traverse, 
which is what it is, traverse in the sense teet there is a sub-
stitute motion, this is perfectly in order aed it has been done 
many times, and no doubt will be done many times by successive 
governments here and in all parliamentary democracies. If we 
had voted against the motion then he would easily have said: 
"There you are, they don't want anything to be done about it. 
They are so happy that they don't want anything to be done 
.about it". The motion itself does not have to state the 
suffering to which we have all agreed this morning, The motion 
.is a matter of fact and procedure. The Commission on which the 
public are going to be invited to submit evidence, this is how 
it has been envisaged, I am talking about somethine else beceuee 
it is. the same as is proposed here. '1" Commission, as it is 
envisaged, is that. the public will be invited to subMit repres-
entations. I am :inure that anybody who may have been affected, 
tore or less on the lines pointed by the Public Accounts 
Committee, and otber. people, Unions, representative associa-
tions and so on, will be giving evidence and Members of the 
House of course. I would have thought that, certainly, the 
Members of the House, if they are asked to contribute to the 
Commission, will get a copy of the report. 

HON G T ?.STANO: 

If the Hon Member will give way. Will the Members of the 
Opposition also be allowed to see the Preece, Cardew and 
Rider Repor t? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I am talking now of the Commission and I am net talking about 
the Preece, Cardew and Rider Report. I am talking of this 
commission. That was ordered by the Government, the support 
of the House is being asked on this one. Whether.the Members 
opposite agree with it or not this is a motion of _he-House of 
Assembly The other one is one of the many reports that the 
Government receives and I was going to maktea reservation 
because it may very well be that any report, I don't say thes 
one, I don't say the one of the Public Works Department, any 
report which goes in depth into any matter could well have 
part of it which though available to the Members opposite, May 
not be inethe Public interest to be made public. That is the 
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sort of procedure on which we ourselves have agreed in 
Government in respect of the Commission on the Public Works 
Department. Let ne alsci take clear that it is not intended 
and it-was never intended when I made the general statement 
long befor we had any indication of this motion, that the 
same people were going to do all the inquiries nor that Sir 
Hcwerd Davis .was going to be the Chairman of all the inquiries 
of all the departments. This was an ad hoc one. This one is 
one which we would have other people and the reason I say after 
is because I wanted to see the other one launched, it doesn't 
have to be till the end of it and, seriously speaking, we were • 
thinking in'terms, particularly in this kind of inquiry, of an 
industrial relations expert to be a member of this Inquiry. 

HON MAJOR R J RELIZA: 

Will the Honourable Chief Minister give way? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Yes. 

HON MAJOR :1 a PELIZA: 

Haehe e'ead the amendment? Does he realise that it says "as 
soon as the Inquiry into the. Public Works Department has been completed". 

HON.  CHIEF MINISTER: 

This is the member's amendment and I am telling you how it is 
envisaged. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Is this a Government amendment or is that a private member's ame nd ment? 

HON CHIEF SINISTER: 

It is not a private meyoer's amendment, it is not my personal 
amendment, it is a Goesrnment amendment. There is no question 
about it.. I hope that if in fact we could make progress and we could get on with it before this is completed, there is not going to be objection on the part of the House because the motion said 
"as soon as it is completed". But if you don't say that and then 
it is not ready then we would be under fire for not having done 
that. One of the important factors that is envisaged in this 
inquiry, is somebody who may be a real expert on .industrial 
relations because I think, as I said this morning, without 
apportioning any. blame, 'this is one of the aspects of the matter 
that is very important in this respect. Of course, the new 
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Power Station will make that aspect of the matter much easier 
because the working conditions will not be as difficult as 
they are now at King's Bastion. It is a serious attempt to 
deal with a matter which concerns us but which is done for the 
public good. This will avoid all the difficulties that I 
mentioned this morning when saying why we were opposing the 
Commission of Inquiry. It avoids all that' because it is a 
forward looking inquiry and net looking . backWerds to find and 
apportion blame and'create animosity. The other thing of course 
is that it would not stop the progress cf' what is•being done now 
which a public inquiry as proposed by the Opposition would do. 
Mr Speaker, this is a serious and proper amendment not to leave_ 
the matter, if we oppose as we do very clearly the motion of the 
Honourable Mover, not to leave the matter in vacuum, not to leave 
the matter as if we did not care but to reflect the thinking of 
the Government as expressed by me in opposing the motion. 

EON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, to me, 'this amendment far from being a forward 
looking amendment is a backward looking one and one full of 
self-praise. To me, this amendment is a farce and makes a. 
mockery of the work of this House. As a very junior member of 
this House, this amenument I fine totally unworthy at' a Ministere 
If I might borrow a phrase much handled about by the reluctant 
answering Minister, U. is utterly shameful. 

MR SPEAKER: , 

Mr Bossano do you wish to speak on the amendment? 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I wish to speak. on the amendment but if you will allow me I 
would like to make some reference to the original motion since 
I am going to be contrasting the amendment with the motion. I 
dnn't see how I can do one without the other. In any case it 
seems to me that since the amendment is going to be passed by • 
Government majority, when I stand to speak on the motion if I 
do subeeuently, it will be the amendment that I will be • 
speaking to because the motion will disappear. Let me see 
feast, Mr Speaker, that I would have voted in favour of the • 
ueanended motion but I propose to abstain on the Govervuent's • 
amendment. Let me try and explain to the House why I propose 
to vote in that manner and how I react both to the bringing of 
the motion and. to the ccntribtuions that we have heard- so far 
on the subject. I do not like normally deviation much from 
the subject matter under debate, Mr Speaker, but it has been a 
very wideranging debate which has dealt with almost everything 
under the sun other than power cuts. The. Honourable and Learned 
Member said he could not keep the public adequately informed 
because he lacks access to newspapers which he claimed the 
Government owned, two newspapers. In. fact, he does have access 
to a bulletin where recently he has devoted more space to me 
them lie has to the power cuts. The Honourable Member complained 
in that bulletin about my frequent absences from this House. All 
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I can say, Mr Sneaker, is that if some of his Members made the 
habit of coming here and listening to what one has had to listen 
today all day, since.this morning we have been talking about a 
Motion that I think. was 'brought seriously to the House and put 
forward with serious argUmentS'i:aitially by Mr Restano, tut 
after that the debate just see.ne,1 to go completely haywire with 
one moment people debating about the way of giving,way and an-
other moment people debating about whether the motion was a 
Government amendment, or an indivicual Member's amendment, and 
it seems that we tend to have a situation where every time some-
body speaks up tna next speaker- then devotes his entire atten-
tion to counteracting the previous speech regardless of whether 
it has anything to do with the subject we are discussing which 
is whether an inquiry into the history of the present situation 
regarding power supply and the policy for the future  

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Are yo: not doing the same thing? 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Perhaps I am guilty of doing the some and if I am let me say 
that I am doing 3c perhaps in a less emotional tone of voice 
thah the Hmouraele End Gallant Member is wont• to do. And if 
I am doLlg so, I am doing it in the forlorn hope, totally 

.wasted, I ac:ept that, that I shall be able to penetrate some 
how through ;he intelligence of Members of the House and per-
haps have some effect so that none of us have sot to keen.  on 
doing it any more. If I fail on this occasion then I accept 
the validity of this criticism that I am being guilty myself 
of what I am. criticising other people of doing. by criticising 
them which lb what I am doing, and stop-doing it altogether. 
Then I shall proally limit my endurance of the ordeal even 
more ti ax. I am trying to do nowadays. Let me say, Mr Speaker, 
that essentially the original motion, as I saw it, had two 
elements in it and that was firstly, an inquiry into the 
history of the problems that we have facing us today in the 
supply 3f electricity. Secondly, an inquiry into the solution 
of the orAolems that we have, projecting it into the future. 
In that —intext the only argument really that has been used 
against an inquiry int) the history and if one is going to say 
one is against the a-neidment, then one is against the amendment 
because that part of the o7d,Linal motion is not reflected in 
the amendment,. so is it important that we should have en :'.r.quiry 
into -Oa history ane there•an argument against not haveng an 
inquLri into the histo.oy. An argument has been out by the 
Honourable and Teamed the Chief Minister and I think picked up 
by the Honoun=ble and Learned Yr Perez in his contribution and , 
that is the question of raking up the past and opening old dis-
putes and possibly creating friction in the Generating.  Station. 
There may be a risk of that happening but I think that even if 
there Was a risk, the risk should be taken if the Opposition 
fe,l so strongly that the matter needs to be aired in public 
to t-ile.extent that even if that risk is pointed. out it is a 
risk worth taking and I think it is a matter of judgement 
by the Government. What I do in the House when I 
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sneak, Mr Speaker, is to try and influence the judgement of 
the Government by expressing my opinions as dispassionately • 
as I can, even 'if I manage not to please everybody. . I think 
the Government should have taken into account that if they 
really-  feel that a great deal of• the way that problem is 
being tackled by• the Opposition is effectively with an.eye on 
electioneering and an eye on vote catching then, certainly, a 
refusal by the Government into opening up the past history of 
the situation is one that carries a political prize. It may 
be that th.E.Y think that '.he risk of creating friction within 
the .Generatang Station is big enough to warrant paying the 
politiCal price that has. to be paid for. it. I don't know 
that it .is, I am not completely convinced in my own mind but 
know that it. is genuine to say that it is a sensitive area, that 
we hive had extremely bad relations there and that they are on 
the mend and they have been on the mend now for I think - well 
over a year and that it is in the interest of Gibraltar and 
of every member of this House of Assembly that we should have 
good industrial relations in the generating station regardless 
of whether that helps any Government to survive, whether. 
it is the Government that is there today or the Government that 
hopes to get there next, which is that of Mr Isola, cr if the 
GSLP ever gets there. It is more important, I -think, 
Gibraltar that we, should have good industrial relations in 
that departmeet. I certainly took the point when the 
Honourable and Learned Chief Minister made it as a serious 
point...that .he was making. and not simply as a red herring in 
the • OdhteXt.-  of ;the ,debate e. Nevertheless, having given weight 
to that•pointa.,Mr Speaker, and assuming that the implications 
•of. what he was saying would be understood by I.:embers of the • 
Opposition if they had wanted to go ahead with the motion that 
still went in to look into the past, I would have supported 
that motion because I think, on balance, it is .better to air 
things publicly than not to do so. Let me say at the same 
time,- and here I am guilty as the Honourable end Gallant Major 
reminded me. a few minutes .ago of doing what o-her members do, let 
me say at the same time that in fact the Opposition in their 
previous censure motion must already be convinced any way that 
the responsibility is the Ministers. Tt seems to me slightly 
contradictory first of all to censere• the Minister for his 
incompetence .and certainly. to accuse me •in their Bulletin of 

.not being here to support them in it and then to hold an inquiry 
t establish whe ther there was incompetence or • not. I would . 
have thought. that if the inquiry was going to,  be held it would 
be held for my benefit because they are all aleoedy• convinced 
since they have already attempted to censure teee'Minister for 
the result of an inquiry which. is not in fact : now going te be 
held unless the Government changes its ..rind which is not likely. 
Let us then, Mr Speaker pass to the part of the motion that 
locks into the future, the third element, which I think in fact 
was the element that was stressed most strongly both by the 
mover and by the Leader of the Opposition. The mover in fact 
said at one stage that he did not want to apportion blame, he 
said he would be careful not to point a finger -at anyone. So. 
we are not talking about a censure motion although in fact some 
of the contributions may have given that imiression. We are. not 
talking about that. We are talking ,about eatablishing the facts 
and I believe that that is a desirable thing and this is why I 

fully support an attempt do do so. But if we are concerned 
about. the people of Gibraltar rather than concerned about 
making speeches or scoring debating points pr saying "Hear, 
Hear" and banging the table, if we are concerned about the 
people of Gibraltar than we must be concerned to restore at the 
earliest possible reo: at an efficient supply of. electricity and 
to plan to ensure that that efficient supply of electricity 
subject to totally unexpected and unprecedented mechanical 
breakdowns which can happen anywhere in the world, subject to 
that which nobody can preclude, that that should last us well 
into the future. If that is our concern end that is whet the 
third part of the original motion does, then I' think we should 
try and see to what extent what the Government is pr000sing 
meets that or fails to meet it. I think the original motion is 
more specific and to that extent it is better because it sets 
as its objective specifically what the needs of the electricity 
generating station and the supply of- electricity are. It talks 
about the short term and long .terra plans to provide a continuous 
supply of electricity and so on whereas the amendment that the 
Government has put, in the context of what was said in the Public 
Work6, seems to me to be an application of a particular method 
of anal; sing how the department. is working, that is, we are 
saying. 'We will look to see how the department is working today 
in the Public Works and we will look  to s ee how the department 
:-.s working today in the electridity generating station-h . That, 
if the Government thinks it is a good thing, has nothing really.  
to do with the power cuts.. If the Governrnt thinks that it is • 
a good thing to do it in the Public Works it is not because 
there is a comparable situation in the Public Works to 'that in • 
the Generating.Station and therefore that might have been a good 
thing to do anyway in the Generating Station and in any other 
Government department, if it is a good thing, I am not 
completely convinced that it is a good thing because I haven't 
had tire enough to think about it, I havee't had time to 
diScuss it with other people to be able to a ay I am for it or 
against it this is why I am abstaining. If I was convinced that 
it was the right thing to do then I would vote in favour even if 
I was risking being accused of not being a socialist by 
supporting the Government on a particular amendment, that doesn't 
,other me. Therefore, I think 1.hat the amendment .cannot be 
said to be doing the same job as the third part of the original . 
motion. .I think it would have been better, if the Governexnt 
was 'not prepared ;o accept raking up the past for the fears that ' 
they expressed andel think if we are totally honest with ourselves 
I think that is pnobably not the only reason why - hey are not 
prepared tri rake up the past, I think it is because there have 
been, - I am c ertainly convinced in my own mind there have been 
serious shortcomings 'in decisions that have been taken in the. 
pact in the Generating Station. I think the Generating Station 
is suffering from past indecision from a long time in arriving 
at a policy, and I know that -it is easy to do so from the • 
Opposition, I know it is easy to say to anybody who is in 
Government: "You are taking too long to make up your mind" • 
but when one has to take a decision then, on the one hand, you 
may be undecided between two alternatives with the best 
intentions in the world, Mr Speaker, and that indecision can 
create a more serious 'situation than if you chose the wrong om. 
I think the Varyl BeggBatate is an example cf that. If the 
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original wrong decision had been to construct and pay and then 
sue, well, we might have on this side at the time considered int 
the wrong decision, I don't know, at the tine in fact we were 
pressing for that to be done but certainly with the benefit of 
hindsight that Wound have been better than what was done but I 
think it is easier o: course always with the benefit of hire:1- 

• sight to point out ,where the wrong decision was made and it is 
easier to do it-whezr- tcrie-does not have the responsibility for 

—Making the decision oneself. I accept that poirt fully, Mr 
Sneaker. This is why I try in my own contribution to balance 
my criticism, of where I think the Government is going wrong 
with an attempt to persuade them that am doing so not in 
order to undermine their political support but in order to 
influence their political behaviour in order to improve their 
effectiveness as a Government rather than bring them doWn. For 
that reason I think that the original motion as fay as the third 

• part is concerned which is the part that was to my mind most 
congently defended by the Honourable Mr Restano and in fact by.  
the Honourable Leader of the Opposition, whe said that the 
reaesuranee that people wanted about something being doze far 
The future cculd no longer be produced by expectations or 
fulfilment of Government hones which have so often failed to 
materialise in the past. I think that is valid and I think 
that to the extent that people felt that sore thing posi ve was 
117X going to be done to plan for a continuoua supply .ef 
electricity, ,that third part of the motion net it. I don't 
think, think, .quite, frankly, what the Government. is propbsing is a 
substitute for that unless, in the case of,  the generating 
station; this inquiry they: are 'proposing. is really going to be 
doing what the. original motion wanted rather than the sort of 
exercise that we are going to be having in the Public Works. 
I think it would have been better if the Government didn't want 
to accept the motion as it was, if they hadn't done to the 
Honourable Mr Restano what they usually do to Me, and taken 
everything out and instead let the last •paragraph there and 
simply have taken out the first two paragraphs of the motion. 

HON MAJOR R J kELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I think one bite at the cherry is quite enough for 
me and perhaps a bellyful' for the other side of the Honae. I 
think 1 would like to deal with both in one go and, hopefully, 
try and convince the Government how ,wrong they are in rejecting 
the motion that my' Honourable Friend Gerald Restano has though . 
fit to bring to this House. 'One should start by realising how 
important power supply is to our community, perhaps one of the 
most important services of the Government. This affects us both 
domestically and also industrially.  It not only causes 
inconvenience,.it can also cease quitE a lot of cost to people 
such as those who have frozen foods and it can cause a lot of 
disruption to our second major industry in Gibraltar which is 
tourism; it can drive away tourists, never to came back again,, 
it is in any case a terrible image to our society that is going 
on now with electricity. I feel very sorry that this is happen-
irg in Gibraltar. I used to be very proud when we never had' 
any power cuts, never. I remember the days when this was 
something very unusual and strictly because the area required. 
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maintenace. Ir. `.hose days we used to remember what was 
happening at the other side of the frontier and we used to make 
fun of that !:uati on there. Now, unfortunately, it may well 
be the: ether ray round. I am 'very sorry to see that is 
happel Mr Speaker. It apiars that even the Chief Minister 
himself' hasn't realised how serious the situation is. We heard 
him say yesaerday that if you carry on saying that there is a 
critical situation in our supply people are going to believe it. 
I was really surprised that he made such a statement and then 
I thought that it was perhaps because he is: lucky enough to live' 
in a district where there are very, very few power cuts and 
therefore perhaps because of that he hasn't felt it. The same  
I believe, Mr 'speaker, and you, by coincidence, also in that 
luck! position. I dcn' t think it is because he is Chief 
Minister, I am not suggesting that, but that happens to be the 
situation. As the situation got worse, I think we managed to 
get, after many' questions after a long _period, we managed to 
get the Minister responsible to make a statement. I think it 
was oi the memorable day of the 31st of October last year. 
Unforaanately, he behaved like a robot because it is 'very 
difficult to get him off, the written s tatement and make him 
give lucid replies This is very unfortunate. Either he is 
reading from a paper or he is being told by the Chief Minister 
sitting next to him what the answer should be. This, I think, 
is very confusing ( van for him becauSe the poor fellow does not 
know vhat the next reply should be. In fact Mr- Speaker, he said 
today "I echr the words of the Chief Minister" and after that I 
thought of a tane but I said I will not aing it. You all know 
which tune it is, I am sure. 

IT. SPEAKER: 

Order. 

HON MAJOR R J ?ELIZA: 

And so, Mr Speaker, on that memorable day, my friend the Leader 
er the Opposition who has been accused of being irresponsible 
today, tried to get the Minister to let us know what is 
absolutely vital to get more generating power in Gibraltar as 
quickly as ncssible. The answer, time and again, was: "No, 
everything is undee control". - •and so, _quite honestly, Mr 
Sneaker, I was sceptical about and realising that the 
situation was going to get woes, not better, I thought of 
raising the matter on the adjoernment. It was then, Mr Speaker, 
that the Chief Minister produced the rabbit out of the hat, the 
5 megawatts engine which immediately, instantly, yoU have heard 
of instant coffee, Mr Speaker, this was really instant Goverment, 
immediately he said everything was under control, we shall have a 
5-megawatt engine working in 18 months' time. I remember his 
words. I had given a date and he came flashing in through the 
door and said: "What the Gallant Major has said is nonsense. 
We are haring a machine here in 18 months' time. And, quite 
honestly, coming from the Chief Minister, I said well, he must 
be right. Although having heard assurances before and not 
having seen them carried out I must say that deep in me I thought, 
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

As long as I can make him.vote, Mr Speaker, one way or the 
other, I shall be 'happy. I 'wouldn't like him to carry on 
abstaining, that is what I don't like . 

well, I hope that this is so. Of :caurse, time continues to 
tick, and here we are nav aver a, year since that faraooa 
statement. Is there any likelihood that we shall haVe this 
5-raegawatt engine in'six months' time? I Wonder whether .the 
Chief Minister w itild• like me to give way to give 'an. 
explanation on that point, Mr Speaker, I gladly would: What 
did we hear later? I cannot remember the date but-  I will lack 
it up, I think it was in March thii year 'that we were told that 
it would take another six months. There was slippage, the 
usual slippage, Speaker.•Then, we were told 'later on it would 
be round about the end of the beginning- of 1980-81. The latest 
is, I believe, round about , :the middle. of 19d2. Mr Speaker, are 
we really going to haVe it round about the middle of 1982, are • 
we sure of that or are there going, to be .other excuses for the 
matter being delayed? And are we going to be told by. the 
Government that we are trying'to play to the gallery, that we 
are just trying to make political capital of this, is that a 
fair coMment Mr Speaker? Are they really convinced that we 
should sit down .and accept delay after delay, agree with the 
Chief Minister giving assurances that are not fulfilled? We 
would betray the' role of an Opposition if we were to behave 
in such a manner. I think 'we would even lose the respect of 
the Government itself and therefore Mr Speaker, we are more than . 
entitled to raise ..this matter tine and again as it beComes  
necessary. Perhaps this explains the „walk out, Yr ,  ,Spe aker, 
which we were told -was !shameful. I know that. my Honodrable 
Friend on m4)::::left doesn't like it,. I &let think he likes 
Members of the Hotise ..MOving from one subject to another but he 
does it .hirmielf, and 1 :Ahinl: that be fb re preaching he should set 
the example;;'• - If I may say so I have seen him sailing 'around the 
buoy most Of the time, going round and round the buOy in 
practically'evey issue that we discuss here and finally abstaining. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I am still waiting to hear the Honourable Member's views either 
on the motion or on the amendment and I have been listening 
to him for a long time, Mr Speaker. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 
MR SPEAKER: 

MR SPF,AIGR: 

Let us core down to the motion. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I believe that we have a responsibility not just 
to make sure that we have a supply in the future but that the 
people of Gibraltar have respect for.  our institutions. What 
do you hear when you go down town naw? Some people say it is 
the Union that has caused all this trouble. 

NR SPEAKER': 

Yes, but we are not going to digress from the subject. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

This is leading to the reason why we should have the inquiry 
Mr Speaker, It is very important. 

MR SPEAKER: 

It may be but it. is for me to decide whether it is relevant. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I will say why it is necessary to have these details. 

We are not ,going to go round the subject and we must come •to the 
subject. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA : 

Let me start first backwards, Mr Speaker, and than I think you 
will see. what I am driving at. I will get hold of the motion. 
"The reasons and causes for the .failure Of the Department for 
Municipal Service's to ensure a continuous supply of power to 
the consumers of electricity in Gibraltar aver the last four 
years". This is. the motion. 

Mr Speaker, it is teming. He will hear aboUt it and I. hope I 
will convince him.. In fact,. I thought he was convinced, abort 
the motion. At One point I thoUght he was, going to vote with. 
us but then he -said he would .abstain. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

If the Honourable Member will give way. 'It wouldn't be the 
first time that I' have been convinced of soMething and he has 
unconvinced me. 



Order. Perhaps you are misdirecting - yourself. The mot,ion is on, 
ethether a Commission of InqUiry should be .appointed. 

MR SPEA1712: 

PSI 

with you. Let us start from the beginning. It is 
of having a Commission' of Inquiry and one of the 
Mr Speaker, from the Government was that it might 
problems in the Z.lectricity Department. In fact, 
to make' sure that I aM abs'olutely right in What 
I am going to look at the notes. I will start with 

inister. He said that one ar the reasons why -he 
thiS was betause it smacked of colenialism in that 

tins the Governor involved. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER.; 

I didn't say that, I didn't giVe that as one. of the re-aeons, 
I said that they had chosen what is typically a colonialist 
decision, that is-  all. I only remarked that, I didn't .give 
theta as a reason against it. I gave much more coe,e-n-,!-, reasons 
against it. 

'HON MAJOR R  

Whether hetlikee-  it -or not - that Is what. he' said,'-- Mr.. Speaker. If 
he wants •go . give a-different- Interpretation-now that •is: another 
matter. • In fact, •my.Honourable Fniend'the .Leader oftethe• •Opposi-
tion spoke immediately 'after -hinatto -refute that, to •ehow that 
that' is the way it had to be done legally in Gibraltar, there 
was no other way, and that . if he felt that' it smacked of 
colonialism he should alter the law. Mr Speaker,. the .other one 
was that it might start old industrial disputes in the 
Generating Station with the Unions. Another one was that it was. 
for political reasons ,and ne other that we were doing it. This 
is why I say it is important to clear the air as - to where the ' 
responsibilities lie. There might be more than one reason of 
course, as to why we are going through these difficulties. One 
of them was, Mr Speaker, and I said this, ,you hear people' say 
that it is the Union's fault.. Yoh. hear other peoPee say that• 
it is all being flared up by the Opposition, to make it a 
political issue, •and.you hear some people say that it is the • 
G overnrm nt's fault.Wha t better, Mr Speaker, than to try tend - put 
this in its true perspective because whatever happens it 
brings ooliticeans into disrepute, the Unions into' disrepute, 
the civil servants into disrepute a Isn' t it better to find out 
what the real causes were and having found out then, in an 
absolutely impartial way, we shall know what has gone wrong. If 
it is an Act of God or a number of Acts of God, • then we shall 
know as well. I cannot see that that 'in•any way can  do any harm,. 
Mr Speaker, in bringing about a better working-state of our 
1),...ner supply of which in my view we are in bad need of doing and 
putting it right once and for all. Mr Perez, for instance Mr 
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.Speaker, said that this was a waste of public funds. I don't 
think it is a waste of ...public funds if in fact What we are going 
to do is to ensure that there is no repetition of this in the 
future. He , saici many-other things, Mr Speaker, which I was 
going to try and answer-but,. really, paying a bit of attention 
to what Mr Bossano said before I am trying to stick to the 
subject, as 'much as possible and I will let what he .said go by 
but not, Mt. Speaker, because there are no answers to what he 
says. I think every accusation he made, particularly of my 
Friend •Mr Isola, . I think .has got a very good answer. He talks 
about .the bringing of alternators as 'being part of the short 
term policy, I.  think it was more, of an emergency. I don't 
believe, that by the haste in which the whole operation is being 
set up that tl.ere was any previous planning. The whole thing had 
to to done as an emergency perhaps knowing now that the 
as.suPance given by the Chief Minister that the generator would 
be -in place in 18 months obviously couldn't take place, it was 
decided to bring the four skid generators.-  I think it is also 
unfair to suggest that simply because the Government has hired 
the alternators we said they should ;:uz,7 them. There are very 
good arguments a's to why we think the four alternators should 
be bought. I thiLk it is appropriate even now, Mr Sneaker, 
that sorts thing. should 'he said about that to make. it absolutely 
clear that it -is not that we are just. negative but that   . we 
honestly believe that in the-.situation that we are in .today, and 
In this I think my Honourable Friend, Mr Bossanoihalso agrees, 
it would, be. better to buy . the el. It .is, a much safer way of 
investing oer money, it'is .ke.eoing some. resources up 
our sleeve en - .case, as. the -Honpurable Maj.or pointed 
out today,. that youtnever know. ho mattenthow new the machine's 
may be, no matter how new they bay be, if a:crank:shaft breaks, 
it..breaks, and it -. takes some time .to - put right. Well, if tha t 
is -generallyetheir thinking I would have .thought that as a 
precaution I would have bought these alternators but, no, they 
hire them because they feel now that after the crisis is over 
there will be no more mechanical faults. That doesn't make . 
sense. Then because we suggest buying them we are just trying 
to be anti-Government. I think the Government should realise 
that that is not the attitude of the Opposition. They May believe 
it, in the tr own defence, because, I agree, they are on a 'very 
sticky wicket with the electricity there is no doubt about it, 
and they feel that anyone who offers criticism, particularly 
from the Opposition, is just trying to get at them. That is 
net the case, .Mr Speaker, we are not trying to get at the 
Government we are: trying by every possible means to Eeasura that 
people get their supply as soon as possible, that people do not 
suffer a repetition of thi,e and that we do fine where the whole 
cause lies, or what the caeses are. I think it is vital that 
we should otnerwise we are sweeping the dirt under the carw.t 
again and that does no good to anybody. The resentment will go 
on for ever, the discussions as to who is to blam will continue 
for ever, .This is like a tooth that hurts you, you try to put 
a filling, it doesn't work, it continues to hurt, what- is the 
answer, Mr Speaker? Pull it out. And we have got to do it in 
this instance. This is the only way to corm to the end of this 
problem in a fair manner, free from any political bias, and we 
start afresh. That is to re -the honourable way of tackling this 
matter. If you compare that with the amendment, where do we go 
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"then? We continue the wrangling for ever, that is what it is 
,going to be. Whether we like it or not the inquiry is:going to 
be carried out by the Government. To me it means this: "This 
House,, not wanting to face the terrible situation of tee power 
supply in Gibraltar, wishes to keep the people in the ce,ek.." 
That 'is what this amendment is, Mr.Speaker, and I do not 
believe that that is the way we should proceed. Mr Speaker, I 
have many, many points because a lbt of accusations have been 
made at the Government, a lot of things have been said that 

• really have nothing to do with the motion that we are discussing. 
I can Understanc3 that in debate it. is natural for that to happen.. 

. I do not want to keep the House on this matter any more. I do 
hope and this I sincerely say althOugh I don't suppose I am 
going to contince them, that it is in the interest of Gibraltar, 
it is in the interest of our institutions, of the Unions, of our 
civil service so that people hare credibility in us and 
particularly of the Government, that we should carry out ti 
'Commission of Inquiry, we should set up this Commission to 
fulfil the functions that are set down in the motion. I don't 
know whether in their heart of hearts some of the rembe.rS do nct 
feel that it shOuld be done. I don't think it will d any . ' 
political damage to the Government, particularly if teey are 
really not to blame. I do not believe for a moawnt that this 
is going to cause industrial upheaval. For all we know their 
inquiry may cause more upheaval because -what will lat_pan if they 
have that k2nd of ineuiry and the inquiry finds,.fer ins tante, 
that there should be no overtime or that they should do away • • i  
with .a number of staff. What would.. happen, Mr Speaker, then? 
That reould well create industrial problems. Mr Speaker, I do,, , 
not believe that that is so serious so as to overlook all the' 
other go Cd-  pOints that the setting up cf a commission has. I 
believe furthermore, Mr Speaker, that if this were to be a free 
vote, this is my honest belief, if this were to be a free vote, 
all the members of this House including members of the 
Government who really want to see this m tter cleared up would 
vote in favour of the motion. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: .  

Mr Speaker, I w ould not have spoken or addressec:. the House on 
this motion, Sir, because my policy has been throughout my time • 
in the Hogse of Assembly to refer to matters about which I have 
knowledge but this.. is an issue which. I think c e nerves some 
contribution irrespective of one's particular hrewledge of tie 
intricacies of the present .power situation :en Gibraltar. What 
alarms me is the attitude of the Opposition. In two inethnces 
in this meting of this Honse, we thnee coma here with two 
solutions, the Varyl Begg and' the power situation. The skid-
mounted engines are going to relieve the misery that the • 
Honourable and Gallant Major Peliza speaks about and which he 
has been already told he is possibly the least qualified to 
talk about the misery because, although the Chief Minister and' 
the Speaker happen to live at a particular area where they surfer 
very few power cuts, the Honourable Major lives in a place where 
there are no power cuts and therefore he is completely unqe.ali-
fled to talk about the misery the people of Gibraltar suffer. I 
will accept it from any other Member of this House to say that but 
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certainly not from the Honourable and Gallant Major. I will now 
give way, Sir. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

First of all, Mr Speaker, I was just going to save him the 
trcuble saying that 1 Jo go to England and come back again. I 
had the intention, in fact, of saying that at the beginning of 
my contribution in order to save all the other Members repeating 
that. Secondly, Mr Speaker, I was just going to tell him that 
I am absolutely entitled to speak on matters referring to 
Gibraltar. I have been. elected by the people of Gibraltar to 
stand in this House and no amount of shouting by the government 
to say that I come and go to England is going to shut me up. 
That I must make quite clear and so I think they could save 
their breath because they are not going to shut ne up. I am 
entitled to speak, in fact, I have to because I have been 
voted here, not on one occasion but on two occasions, Mr 
Sreaker, on two elections and the second one with more votes 

• than the first one. 

HON, H J 

Needless to say Mr Speaker, as long as I am in this House tt 
Assembly and as long as the Honourable and Gallant Major lives 
his happy life in the United Kingdom, •I will remind him that 
1-e is the least qualified to talk about the misery that the 
people of Gibraltar are going through, be it electricity, be 
it housing or .be it any other. matter. Mr Speaker, having said 
that,, I feel that what I was saying about not being chic to • 
understand the Opposition in the two issues that we have brought 
to the House on this particular meeting is that although the. 
Governmeilt, as the Honourable Mr Bossano has said, will never 
1:e praised, we will never ever be thanked but at least one would 
expect a certain amount of sympathy that here we have 4 skid 
engines that will get us over the hump of the present crisis. 
Eut rather than welcome that they pick on items that we should 
have bought instead of hiring. The Honourable Major Dellipiani 

rightly so, and I think the Honourable Mr Brian Perez 
mentioned it, if we had bought the engines and spent l'340,000 
to buy them, teen we would have been criticised for buying 

'them and accused of throwing tax-payers' money down the drain. 
That is why they talk of evereoending and sndine wrongly 
because the enhery the people of Varyl Begg have gone through, 
I think, is nreceless, whether it is £600,000, £100,000 or Elm. 
And the members oppcsite should welcome the fact  

MR SFEAkEP: 

e We are not going to'go into the question of Varyl Begg.Major 
Peliza has been talking about the misery suffered by people 

• due to the power cuts and as long as you keep to that you are 
quite able to continue. 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Very well, Sir. I was trying to say, Sir, that ore would 
expect the Opposition when they see that the Government is trying 
to do something about it, to be constructive but, no, everything 
that we do apparently to the Opposition is absolutely wrong and 
that is the attitude that one sees in this House. I have 
reasonable experience in this House now, I am not here for the 
first time, and it is that,. Mr Speaker, that puts the matter • 
very much in doubt. The Opposition attack Government in every 
possible way to eidicule whatever we are doing just for 
political motivation. And that is what they must realise, that 
there are many people,, as the. Honourable and Gallant Major 
Peliza said, if you walk up the street some people say the 
Union are to blame but if he walks up Main Street and was here 
in Gibraltar longer to listen to what people say, there are 
people saying that it is political gimmic1ry on the part of 
the DPBG. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

This is why I say we must have a Commission of Inquiry Mr 
Speaker. 

MR ScL`AIER: 

Order; You will not give way any more. 

HON H J ZA1v1=T; 

Most, 'certainly, you are the Speaker, Sir, and I will abide by 
your ruling. I will not give way. That is why people equally 
say that it is political gimmickry of the DPBG it erying to 
stir a storm in every single teacup that is not Feefficiently 
sweetened for the Opposition and that is what loses credibility 
as it has been attempted so many tires to try and bring down the 
Govern=nt. That is what the Opposition must 'realise, that 
there are issues where one can make an le,sue of but when eeople 
see that there are attempts at trying to solve their prob:lerna, 
people are quite reasonable blit not when they are led. into 
belies'ieg that death is round the corner. That is why, Mr 
Spe aker, I fael to understand the Opposition. I sympatt it e 
w.,eth them, I had power cuts, very severe paver cuts a:k I have 
illness at home, Mr Speaker, but I realise the situaieLcn and I 
very much welcome the arrivalSof the skid gererators. Mr 
Speaker I have seen some Very healthy contrihulions from the 
Opposition and there are matters that one has to sympathise with 

. but when they start talking on these issues without in any way 
trying to admit that there is an attempt to alleviate the 
situation then, of course, it loses all merit because if the 
skid engines weeen' t here, if we hadia' t hired or bought or 
whatever, we couldn't tell the people within two or three or 
four weeks time there will be no power cuts. And that is what 
the Opposition should say to the people although they may 
disagree with it. I know most of the members opposite are very 
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inexperieneed but I think the Leader of the Opposition is a man 
of high political calibre and I 'think, Mr Speaker, he would be 
very much advised to have a little get together nom and again 
and talk seriously to his members as to the • manner they should 
address the House and not try to cover over and pull:wool over 
people's eyes time and time again with one sole idea and that is 
to discredit Government as much as they possibly can whenever 
they can. Thank you, Sir. 

HON -I,  J ISOLA: 

I want to speak on the amendment only and nothing else. As a 
man described by no less a person as the Minister for Sport as 
being of high political calibre, let me say what I think about 
this amendment. I think it is a political hoodwink. I think 
then this amendment merely seeks to pander to the need and the 
desire which the Government is well aware cf from the people 
to have some sort of inquiry because the Government knows that 
lf the original motion was put to the vote and was defeated, 
as it would be, because the Government have a majority, there 
would be a lot of people and many among their own supporters 
and sympathisers who would say: "If there was nothing wrong, 
if everythihe• was well and all" the work had been doee properly 
by all the tints tars, what are they afraid to hide? What are 
they tfraid of) Why did they vote against the motion?". 
Therefore, there was a political need for the Government to put 

.• forward an amendment that included the word 'inquiry' so that 
people can say: "Well, at least they have agreed to an inen.iry, 
they are going to have an inquiry. After they finish with the 
Public Works Department inquiry which may take three years, but 
don't worry, they are going to have an inquiry." 

HON CHEF MIeileTER: 

I think the Honourable Member knays that we said that it was 
expected that in the first quarter of next year the Inquiry into 
the Public Works Department will be ready. I mentioned the time, 

HON ±-; J ISOLA: 

I know it is. exneeted that in the first quarter of next year the 
Public Works Inquiry will be ready. It was also expected in 
October 31st that by June of 1281 the new 5-megawatt eeaerator r 
v, ot id be in operat on. These are things that are expected but I 
den' t know whe thee they. will happen or not . The Government 
felt thee'r. lias a need, as I said, to have an.inquiry, they know 
there is a heed, so the Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister 
remembered those committees of inquiries that he is going to se.t 
up to investigate the efficiency of the different departments 
and. he says: "Let's put that one in and we will give it to the 
people that we are having an inquiry". That is why I call it 
a political hoodwink because you look at the terms of 
reference, Mr Speaker, of the present Government Inquiry in the 
Public Works Departmnt, it talks cf inquiring into the role, -
structure and organisation cf the Public Works Department and to 
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. advise on the most appropriate, efficient end econcni.cal 
arrangement for carrying ent the functions at present laid on 

. the department. In other words, the organisation of the 
er;partmerre, see how it is going. That is .not what the people 
want. Mr Speaker, that is not the whole purpose of 12,5 being 
here today and arguing. As the Honourable Mr 7,cs.;ano said, 
what we are concerned about i8 not how the departnert is run, 
what we are concerned about is the pcwen situation and as to 

' whether the department has made adequate arrangements not just 
now, we know that they haven't made adequate arrangements for 
today and we are not ungrateful for the skid generators, let • 
the Government not get us wrong, what we argued about the skid 
generators was whether the Government should have purchased 
them rather than hired theth and I am not going to go through 
the arguments, we argued this yesterday. And we voted for the 
money because we wanted the skid generators whether they were 
hirec3 ior they were purchased. I don't, see the point the 
Honourable and Learned Mr Perez was trying to make, perhaps 
lack of experience made him make that point, I don't know. 
But that is why we voted for the money because of course we 
want to do everything we can do to give people continued power 
supply that is why we voted for the £81,500. We thought we . 
should. have been voting for £390,000 and bought the engines 
outright but we voted for the .01,500 because we thought that 

•if that is the, only way the Government is going io have then, 
by hiring them, alright, we will give them the money to .hire 
them:at least we will do that little bit on. our part to relieve 
the Power situation. But what we are concerned about, Mr 
Sneakt.,.r, and what this amendment fails to provide for comple tely 
is (a) that an inquiry el ould start as soon as.  possi.11.2 so that 
the Government is not onaght, taL.king metaphorically, with its 
trous=ers down again. Because if the Committee of Inquiry that 
the.Chief Minister hopes to set up is set up around June next 
year; and after it has been' hearing everybody's recommendation 
and after it has seen everything that is. going on, it decides 
that it needs another 5-megawatts generator for the future needs 
of Gibraltar, it will be too late, Mr Sneaker. That is why in 
the Opposition we want an inquiry now, we said a Commission of 
Inquiry, well, we- could have anothe r kind: of inquiry we' do not 
mind, but• let the inquiry, Mr Speaker, let the motion that is 
approved by the House, let it look at the power situation 
because that is what we are .concerned with. We are not 
concerned with whether the generating station should have two 
engineers or three engineers or whether it shoUld have 10 
shifts. or 5 shifts. We are- concerned with ensuring a continuous 
supply of power to the people of Gibraltar new and- we aee also 
concerned that somebody..independently, some third party, should 
be satisfied that the arrangements for the futUre are also 
adequate and therefore we-:have to-  vote against this amendment. 
because for us to support this amendment, even in this stage, 
even though it concedes some sort of inquiry, would be-a 
betrayal of the interests of the people of Gibraltar that we 
represent in this 'House and to whom we have obligations where 
power is concerned. I know- that it is easy in a situation such 
as the power situation in Gibraltar, it is easy to make political 
capital but I would like to remind Honourable Members oppoSite 
that the last DPBG rele•ase on the power station situation was-
when the Government announced - its intention to order four skid 
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:enerators and we expressed concern at how the situation had 
Jeveloped in the course of 7 days. We said this merits a 
public inquiry. From that day, even though pager cats had been 
cons taut foe ever, I would say, now, over four weeks or 'even five 
Weeks, the DPBG have done nothing else than put down a:motion in 
the House for a public in We could have don= a lot, I can 
tell you, bnceuse tl complaints were coming through to us left, 
right and ct.etre, and I think people say it is the DPBG' s fault 
because a lot of people regard us as being Ministers as well, 
everybody in the House is a Minister as fernas a lot of people 
of Gibraltar are concerned and we are being blamed for it, Mr 
Speaker, as well. So, Mr Speaker, as I said, I am only going 
to speak on the amendment because I am not allowed to speak on 
the rest as I already have given my views but the amendment is 
not, acceptable to us because it fails to fulfil the important 
criteria of an independent Commission a' Inquiry and an Inquiry • 
into the future .needs and that it should take place straight 
away. Finally, Mr Speaker, I cannot sit down without 
congratulating myself, -if I may say so, of finding Ltyself 
having moved two motions in the Hasse consecutively end my 
Honourable Friend Mr Bossano actually supporting us twice 
running. That is an achievement. Let me assure him that although 
I bel teve there was one issue of the "News and Views" in which we 
are somewhat critical of him and I am sure he will agree, rightly 
so, on questions like the Varyl Begg Estate and so forth, le t 
me remind him that against one issue of the "News and Views" we 
have (Quite a few issues of another newspaper to square against 
that one. But anyway Mr Speaker, we hope that the Honourable 
Mr Hessen() will continue to support . our motions where they are 
obviously in the public interest. I am glad to see that he, 
being a Union man himself, a umber of the Transport and General 
Workers Union, is not afraid, although he recognises the dangers, 
is not afraid of an inquiry into the power situation. I think 
that is important. I think we are all conscious or all the 
problems involved but we think that an independent inquiry waild 
clear the air for everybody. But as he said, and as I repeat, 
tee concern cf the Opposition is mainly to the third part of the 
motion which looks to the future. That is what we are concerned 
about and that is why we vote against the amendment because the 
amendment makes no provision of any kind for the future. This 
concerns us and is .  not a question of abstaining, it is a question.  
of reje cti on as far as we are concerned. 

MR SPEAYLR:; 

there are no other contributors to the amendment I will call 
on the mover to reply. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 
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• Mr Speaker, the last remark from the Honourable and Learned 
Leader of the Opposition attributed to the Honourable Mr Bcssano 
in that th 'ugh he saw the danger ce the public inquiry especially 
in relation to industrial relations, he was not afraid, it might 
be because he is not afraid because he is. not in Government and 
it is easy for him not to be afraid. But, certainly, we in 



:Kr Speaker then put the question and on a vote being taken the 
following Hon Members voted in favour: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon A J Cane pa 
The Hon Major F J De llipiani 
The Hon M K Feetherel.one  
The Hon 81r Joshua Hassan 
The Hon J B Perez 
The Hon Dr R G Valarino 
The Hon H J Zammitt 
The Hon D Hull 
The Hon P. J Wallace 

The following Hon Members voted against: 

The Hon A J Haynes'  
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon G T Restano 
The Hon W T Scott 

Government do. not want to contribute to any situation where 
industrial relaelon.s will go back to the .days •of :1972. There 
has been progress in industrial relations and we want to-mein-, 
tain this kind of progress.. It is certainly easy to say .  I see 

a the danger but I am .not afraid. I see the danger and I ,m . • 
afraid because I do not want the situation that existed in 1972 
and in 1976 to happen all over again. This amendment • mine 
is a genuine amendment. If the Opposition thought that the • 
Government were going to accept their motion, they must think 
we are stupid and I don't '..honk. I am etupid. I am not as astute 
as the Leader or the Opposition but I am not stupid. They knew 
that they -didn't have a chance of getting this moti on through 
and my amendtent is a way of showing concern with them in the 
situation and having a kind of •inquiry but not necessarily the 
same inquiry we are going to have with the Public Works • • 
Department. Vie can suit the inquiry to iset the requirements 
of this particular situation and, surely, that is 'better than 
an outright rejection of the original motion, but of course they 
are not going to vote for this amendment because they are not 
stupid either. And so what it boils down to is making political 
capital out of the whole.  situation. They are concerned but thy 
are talking to the public, the bigger the public there is the 
mo re they mention the old wcana the children and they go on and 
on and on. We are all aware of that because we all suffer frOm. 
it. Even the Honcurable and Gallant Major is suffering fnon : 
since last week. tie have already .gone into the future because .n 
we have ordered a 5-megawatt engine .with the optionto add 
another one -so we are. looking even -.further. ahead and with the 
present. position that we have now • with, the skid generators, 
when they are in operation by the end of the- moeth we will have • 
enought . °ewer to. see .us througn. right up • to when we have the 
next .5-megawatt engine and the. one. after that because at the 
mo=ent once they are all fully in operation we will have so=-
-thing like 18-megawatt which is more than.enough. Thank you, 
Sir. 

The following Hon Member abstained: 

The Hon J Bossano 

The amendment was accordingly passed. 

The House recessed at 5.35 pm. 

The House resumed at 6.00 pm. 

MR SIB AKER : 

I will remind members that we now have the motion, as amended. 

EOIS A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, having listened .attentively to the debate and taking 
into account 3verything that has been said, I console myself 
with the •thought that one cannot fool all the people all the time 
and as such Government's efforts whitewash their bungling 
mismanagement will one day come to light. I reje.ct the 
Government's proposed amendment. 

• MR SPEAKER: 

If there are no other contributors I will call on the Hon Mr 
Restano, to reply to the motion ae it now stands. 

HON G T RESTANO:.  

Mr Speaker, we have been debating electricity since 10.45 this 
morning and I don't want to be very long but there are one or 
two po.nts which I would like to mention in winding up the 
deba,,e, and go through some of the contributions of the 
Government members. First of all, the Chief Minister in 
rejecting the /flattos as it stood, said that the Opposition in 
suggesting that there shc.eild be a Commission of Incuiry was 
abdicating its duties and something similar wa=s also s;d3 by, 
I think, the Honcin.ble Mr Perez. I would like to say that by 
aFettng for an Inc el..ey the Opposition is certainly not abdicating 
its duties, on the contrary, the Opposition has been asking 
questions _n this House fc r. the last four years on the electricity 
situation and the point has been reached where Government 
continues giving what I consider to be misleading statements and. 
the only way that the public of Gibraltar could really find out 
exactly on whose fault the power cuts lie would be in .a 
Coarnissi on of Inquiry. The Chief Minis ter also said that to 
have a public inquiry would not be in the best interests of the 
public. My contention is that it• is not that it would not be 
in the best interests of the public, it would not be in. the best 
interests of the Government to have a public inquiry because their 
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failures would come to light and their lack of planning,  rculd- be 
seen by the whole of Gibraltar. Instead -of the type of in,4iry 
that the Opposition has asked for and which the Govertreent has. 
rejected out of hand, the Government cones up -with a proocsition 
of a sen3.1•irquiry on efficiency which they say is goinE to be 
public, well, I don't believe that it is 'gc-i tc, be Lublic. Y. 
don't believe that that inquiry vihich they prophee ten:set up and 
which in any case as has already been pointed out by sore.  of, my 

to look into the efficiency of the departnent, 
will certainly not be made fully public.- I also know that that 

. inquiry in the amendment has been said should be after the 
Public Works inquiry has been comple ted. It is wrong -to wait for 
an inquiry on one department because an inquiry is reqeired on. 
one department before starting an inquiry in another department 
then it is absolutely obvious that an inquiry is necessary. Next, 
Mr Speaker, I want to talk about some of che points raised by the 
Honourable Mr Perez. He said that en inq1J -:y was a waste of 
public funds.. Mr Speaker, that to DE was the most cynical 
statement for the Honourable Member to make, to say that it would 
be a waste of public funds to find a solution to the power 
problem in Gibraltar is nothing.less 'Ilan cynical -and he should 
be ashamed of having brought out that etatement. „ If there was 
any area in Gibraltar where public funds were worth spending it.  
'would btu in the solution of the primer problem. Mi. Perez also 
said that old scores should be fcrgotten and this of course is 
the type of policy 'which the Goverment haseele for many years, 
n 'Other words, let us sweep any problems under, the carpe t. 

problem that comes up, any problem -wh-oe they might be the 
slieeHtest piece of Gcvernnent inefficiency, well, let us-  forget 
abOut it, het us sweep it under the carpet and let us say: "Oh, 
why-.bring up old scores". He, also said that the Opposition 
hadaccused the Minis ter for Municipal E.,,ervices of failing to 

. give.  information,this of course is untrue. We did not accuse 
the Minis ter ar faling to give information, what we complained 

- about and what we criticised the Minister for was for failing 
to give the correct information. It is very easy to say, yea, 
there has. been a break in this in the crankshaft of such and • 
such an engine and such and such an engine had a fire and there 
was this problem, but what we want to know,_ the explanations 
that the, Opposition wants to know and I am sure the whole of 
Gibraltar wants to know 1s, is it jUat coincidental that all ' 
the machinas have been breaking down consistently over the oast*  
four years, surely, there must be a reason for that. That is 
the sort of information we wanted the Honourable Minister to 
give but the Honourable Minister did not give !hat. 
point brought out by the Hono.urable Mr Perez tnis afternone was 
that he felt that the Opposition was too critical of .the 
Government and he said' that because we have criticised GOvern—
ment's decision to,hiee rather than to purchase the four skid 
generators,. the Oppclie 1 on was only doing this as eclitical 
convenience, shall we say. That accusation.of course . I want to 
reply to. . The point is this. We were tiId that the skid mounted 
generators would be used for between 18 to 24 months.. 
The facts are that the money which the Governsent wilkbe paying 
out in the .hire of those four generators Is going to be Wasted 
in so far as at the end of the two years Government_ willnnotshave. 
these machines, they. will go back to the United Kingdom and that, 

course, is provided that the Goverment dossiaPtd need those 
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machines for more than just 2L. months. But, if the GoVernment 
purchased those mach.irs,now, at an equivalent hire charge of 
three years those machines would then belong to Government, 
they would, still be relatively new and they would still have 
another n 7 years approximately; of life. Therefore, at anty. 
future date when there might be a requirement for supplementary 
power those Machines could be there for such an emergency and 
that is the, reason why the Opposition feels, that the decision 
that has been taken of only hiring the machines is the wrong 
decision and that the money will merely be thrown away, it 
won't be thrown away because obviously during that.- titre we 
will have the use of those four skid generators but at the end 
of that time there will be nothing tangible that the Government 
would.  have for the 2,200,000 that will have gone towards the 
hire charges. The Honourable Major Dellipiani in his contribt.es 
tion said that it was not true what I had said that he had given 
a rosy picture. Well, I quoted what he had said in May, 1977, 
where he said that all the engines were virtually fine and in 
good eondition and that was a factual account that I quoted,. 

nay not have misled the House but his staterent, may well have 
been a miscalculation of the facts.. Mr Speaker, very briefly 
I want to c.,,o ,ack because I don't think that the contribution 
of the Honcereble Mr Zammitt is worth mentioning in any ray. 
On the contribution of the Honourable the Minister for Municipal 
Services. I am sure the nontribution of the Hot rable Dr 
Velarino ms st have made the Government and the Chief Minis ter 
very, very ineoud Indeed, it was such a good contribution. He 
said teat the only reason why the Opposition was bringing this 
motier was for the political aspirations that we might have on 
this side of the House. I can assure him that that also is the 
most cynical attitude to take. If he thinks that the Opposition 
are prepared just to come to this House and put forward motions 
for political aspirations I can assure him that he is very wrong 
indeed. He felt all along, and we have been feeling all along, 
and the record of our concern on the power cuts, on the 
generating station, on the electricity situation in Gibraltar 
over the last, four years is shown in the number of times that 
we have broached the subject in this House. He mentioned as 
reasons for the power cuts the backlog of work that there had 
been but he did riot give us any reasons why there had been the 
backlog of work and that if he had been a responsible Minister 
is what he would have been telling this House about. He told 
us of fast deterioration in performances of engines. It is 
very easy to come and eay that there is fast deterioration in 
the performance of engines but why is that happening and why is 
that not being. put right. That is what he should have been 
telling this House, roi. bland statements perhaps written out 
by somebody else for him. He also confirmed that the skid 
generators did not figure in the Preece, Cardew and Rider 
Report in other words confirmed too that it had been a last 
minute decision, a panic decision of Government, because they 
had not followed the recommendations of the consultants a few 
years ago. One last point that I would like to make, Mr 
Speaker, is that the incident of the walk—out on Tuesday has 
been raised by a number of members and the Chief Minister when 
he spoke about this walk—out, said that he •had advised his 
Minister not to answer questions in this House at question 
time because he would be answering questions during the debate 
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and that the.aMinister, of course, if there Were supplementaries -
to be put-  would sit down and give way to any menber of the en 
Opposition-  who wished .to ask any supplementaries. • That, of 
course, has been preved.absolutely• false, Mr Speaker,.benause • 
whilst the Chief Minister said on.  the . onehadd that his linister 
would give way to answer supplementary questions, - ' the Minister 
himself refused time anddsagain this morning to' give way at all. 
And . I can only, Mr, Speaker, repeat the Chief Minister's :,vin 
.contribution in the Budget debate of 1977, when he waaeeferring .  
to the.Honourahle Dr Velar in.) when he was talking about. 
electricity and who is now the Minister that in those days and 
I think.it is still true, didn't know what he was talking about 
and that -he got all' his information completely wrongn Thank • 
you, Sir. 

Mr Sueaker then put the question and on a vote being taken the 
following Hon Members voted in favour: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon A J Canape 
The Hon Major F J Dellipiani 
The Hon M K Featherstone 
The Ron Sir Joshua Hassan 
The lion J B Perez. 
Tne Hon Dr R .G-Valarino 
Tne Hon J Zammitt 
The Hon D Hulla 
The Hon.R J Wallace. 

The following. Hon Members voted against: 

The Hon A J Haynes 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon G T Hasten° 
The Eon W T Scott 

The following Hon Member abstained: 

The Hon J Bossano 
ee 

The motion, as amended, was accordingly passed. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, I'have the honour to move the motion seanding in my name 
which is that: "This House calls on the Government to take 
immediate action to alleviate the appalling living conditions 
of the Government. tenants inCasola's Buildings and considers 
that nobody should be compelled to live in Government . 
accommodation that has been certified or found to be unfit-for 
human habitation". Mr Speaker, the motion is in two parts., the 
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fleet part is concerned with the resolution required of the 
House that immediate action be taken to alleviate the living 
conditions of the Government tenants and I shall address 
myself primarily to the ?resent living coneitiens at the said 
building. Or could start with the roof which is not at all - 
waterpeoof, it is covered with tarpaulins which are laid in a 
haphazard fashion, some. et' these tarpaulins have perished and 
such serve no useful pureese. Again, some of the tarpaulins 
are bundled so that they are not, even if they haven't been 
perished, are not effectively placed. And again I cuestion 

.whather with the state of the roof as it is, the tarpaulins 
arenof any use. Certainly inside the building one sees 
immediately that with or without tarpaulins and with or without 
well placed tarpaulins, the damp penetration and the rain . 

.penetration are acute. It is so bad that plaster come away from 
wa7,13, that electrical installations cannot be installed on 
each and every wall which means that if the tenant is going 
to have any light in the room he has to have a cable brought 
:11 from another room lying loose which, of course, is unsafe. 
As you can imagine, and this House I am sure is aware, it is 
not easy to live in a place like this. Similarly, one cannot 
put wall ;ajar on the wall because if one does it just peels 
away within a question of. weeks, if one paints the wall one. finds 
that• it•b3Sseers quite soon and that as such it is expensive and 
denOrelieing to find oneself continuously having to repaint the 
wall.SIf one. attempts to replaster it one finds that the plaster 

. will not .grip and. it. will come away and when one comes to the 
.actual-floor.ons the- building these ..are marked with holes which 
sinmany, instancesereethe....entrances or. exits ,to rat-tunnels or 
nests,for:rataandeene can see • by. close examination that these 
have beenngnawed through. There is dry rote risingdamp and 
eyerynother kindeof slowly degenerating substence or formula. 
This means, Sir, that. the Corridors round the house which 
communicate eee flat with the other are in many places 
dangerous. The wood is so slight that the weight of a were child 
will go through. .There have been some efforts by the Public ee 
Works Department to correct this .particular nuisance and one can 
see wooden struts pet up to hold the floor but of course, this 
doesa't give .one much confidence in the building as such and 
thew certain areas which are still dangerous to walk on. 
Sie:ilarly, there is no running water in the, flats oer se. One 
can, at personal expenditure of about 2100, I am told, have 
piping iestallei ''gut agein •the tenants who have no wish to live 
there, and are not of mans, do not for the most part believe 
that it 16' a' Worthwhile investmene. It detracts from.  the feeling 
they.have and to wish they ull have that one day they will 

If. they s.:.a themselves making a capital expenditure 
then the sense of permaneeee will further depress them. They 
will fei: teat if they - instal pipes for water they will never 
leave. Then I cote to the circumstances in which the tenants 
find theteelvee_ Outside the building until quite recently, 
the Northers eerimeter was heaped with piles of rubbish. These 
have been there for a ccmsiderable period of tire, one can 
number it in years. Fortunately in the last month or so, a 
great part of this has been removed by the demolition gang 
presently.occupied in the Gaswork site. Another circumstance 
which -  the tenants have to face is that of abandoned flats 
within Casole's Buildings and these abandoned flats have, so 
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am told, been occasionally occupied by an alien, say, a 
Moroccan_ and his girl, they made the place squalid and then they 
leave n Of course; this has resulted in numerous vermin ty way 
of rats, mice, fleas, cockroaches, mosquitos and every other-
nuisance existing in that building. Of coueee, these live en 
the rubbish that one can find outside and more especially in the 

abandoned flats which are stacked with the piles of refuse. 
And when one Cotes to the actual refuse that the tenants produce 
which they store in the internal patio of the building, I have 
noticed from the numerous occasions on.  which I have visited the 
building that these are not collected, as elsewhere, on a daily 
basis. I have seen the traditional tin dustbins full of recent • 
refuse stored in the correct place and left there for some tine • 
and it has not been emptied on a daily basis. Of course this 
helps perpertuate the difficulty and the hardship of living with 
vermin. The other C'ondition.that tenants have to face is .tl at 
they have to collect their awn water from a fountain opposite 
the building: This means that every drop of water you use you 
have to personally fetch and carry. One doesn' t realise it one 
has the marvel of running water just 'how inconvenient St is and' 
just how much water one uses, just hOW inconvenient it'ss to 
carryall that water and since these people as I have said • 
before not people of -means, they' do not have servants or help 
to help them carry the water or to make sire that they have 
ample supplies which means that when you have children and they 
Watt to bath in' the summer in a tub; you pour the water into 
the tub and you •cannot keep replenishing it when it gets dirty, 
the: drinking 'water has t o be collected, and for the' old people' 
liVing in Casolas who don't live with anyoae else it is a 
:genuine hardship: It has core to my notice that the eysteM 
whereby they collect water has channed somewhat for - the worse 
inasmuch as on Sundays it is not always possible to get water. 
Mainly my concern with the Circumstances under which the tenants 
find themselves is that of hygiene and cssresoonding danger to 
health and, perhaps, more emotionally but :certainly more 
ostensively the lack of hygiene affects Site children at 
Casolas Building and there has not been an occasion to date 
when on a visit I have not been informed of a new disease, 
illness or other disturbing account for_ one of the children 
there. The kind of illness I am talking about can range frem • 
colds to dysentery whf.ch has been diagnosed, analysed and treated. 
It is particularly worrying for the parents of these children 
to see that there is nothing they' can,do to prc tact their 
children and their children are forever suffnrine. On those 
grounds alone I would urge this: motion to be sassed. Hating 
said all that, and again referring tc the conditecns, I may 
add that I was genuinely impressed a_ I was when I went to 
Varyl Begg where the rain penetration problems are of a 
comparable mature, there, as we 11 as an ;Casola's, I was impressed ' 
with the genuine efforts taken by the tenants to make the most 
of what they had. The standard of tidiness was quite. high. Their 
efforts in the winter which I have not yet had the misfortune to 
witness, however, are different. There they live in a tangle of 
buckets and basins-  which collect water which makes the whole 
place damp but the courage with which these people have faced 
these appauling conditions is remarkable. Among the hardships 
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of daily life at Casolas in the summer, f or instance, one can-
net put the fridge against the wall because it would become ' 
infested by cockroaches unless, one draws it slightly. assay. 
The windows of the flats nearest to the abandoned flats are 
nailed . snut the yea. round which is of course unpleasant in 
summer. Similarly, tee doors that have to be open during the 
day at night are sealed with towels or anything to ensure that 
nothing gets in and again similar efforts are made with the, 
'floor and the ceiling but. I have often been told there are 
occasions when the rats will not be denied entry and they gnaw 
.a new hole or they break through the seal and there are plenty 
of rats. Similarly, if one leaves a plate of food in the 
summer -for more than half an hour without attending. to it it 
will become covered in ants and I have seen children's legs 
bitten and covered in sores and again, only recently a sewage 
pipe burst under the floor of a kitchen this of course leads 
to smells and it is. intolerable that people should live like 
this. It is not possible for them to win the battle against 
the elements and so in winter the main concern is of rain 
penetration, in summer it is the vermin and for the old it is 
the same hardship all the year round.. Mr Speaker, that these 
conditions should exist in Gibraltar today is an indictment 
not ju3t of the Government but of our city because it .is not a 
new problem this has existed .for some conciderable time. And 
I ask myself, why has this been allowed to exist and to remain? 
Generally, one can say that when the Public -Health Department, 
now the Environmental Health Department, are notified of any • 
nuisance they act with remarkable alacity and I think the whole 
• of the Bar will vouch for that dogged persistance and' when it 
comes to a private landlord they hound hinnuntil he does 
effect the repairs they require necessary. But it is not the 
same, generally speaking, when it comes to a battle between 
the Public Health Department and the Public-Works Department 
or another Government Department. One hears of notices or 
reminders being allowed to pile up in the Public Works Depart 
rent, which are effectively and cynically ignored. Certainly 
this seems to be the case of •Casola. As I said I went to 
Casolas Building following a complaint, an individual complaint. 
I was so shocked at what I saw that I decided that something 
must be done for the whole building and I wanted to do this 
without bringing it to the public attention so. I wrote to the 
Minister for the Medical and Health Services, the Honourable 
Mr Perez, and if 7. may I will refer to my letter in which I asked: 
"Could' you,pleasa tell me' whether the Environmental Health 
Department has been infersed by complaint or otnermise of the 
state of aolas Buildings at Rosin Steps and, 12 so, for how 
long have tLey had cognisance of these conditions. Also could 
you please tell me what steps have been taken by the Environ-
mettal Health Department on this matter and what repairs and 
works have been recommended, if any. Could you kindly let me 
know the present position, i.e. whether works are to be effected 
in the near future and if so what these works consist of. I am 
asking these questions as I have visited Casola's Buildings . 
recently and I am appalled at the state they are in and the 
conditions under which the tenants are living." This letter, 
Sir, was dated the 15th August. On the- 2nd of September I 
wrote to the.Ministea for Housing and I said "I am writing on 
behalf of the abcvementioned tenants i.e. the tenants of Casola's 
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Building, in the hope that those who wish to be rehoused will 
be enabled to do so before this coming winter at the. latest,. 
You will appreciate that the conditions. at Casola's Building 
are appalling and that as such the matter .of erehousing_ tenants 
should be- treated as extremely urgent. Accordingly, Itreqneet 
a meting with you. and I ask that this be -convened. next • week 
at the latest." _Shortly after the Minister phoned to inform 
ms  that he .wee-ld—reeceTve de the next week. At this time I . was 
still in the dark as to my request for information from the 
Minister for Medical and Health Services but on the very day 
that I was to meet the Minister I had a chance meeting with. 
the-Minister for Medical and Health Services and he told me that , 
the letter would surely 'be answered but the gist of it and the 
main point that he knew regarding Casola's Building was that oi.t 
had been certified unfit for human habitation. Then I had my' 
meeting with the Minister for Housing and the effect of it was 
that though acme individual tenants may be helped in the near 
future, that no action will be taken for the' whole building 
except that in the next development programme that it should 
feature. He could not even offer a te:atateve hope in terms of 
years other than h. or 5, which I einterpretee from the iuxt dev-
elcenent programme. I informed him that I was not satisfied,' 
with his answer and I consulted the tenants. of Casola'e and 
arranged for a petition to be staged in the Lobby d' taf s House. 
I also anpeared on television and showed some phoeograehs which, 
I had taken of the. building.. Sir, thd petieion read as followel 
"We the undersigned. deplore . the present liveng condittors of .. 
the tenants :and residents of. Casola'sBurhiegs. • We believe 
that no one should be 'obliged to live.'in'peernisea:which have 
been declared unfit far human.-hebitation and that as-  sucherio one 
should have to live in :such. slum conditione. We ask for 
assurances thateGovernMent will ameliorate• the positi on, as 
regards Casola's Buildings and for an undertaking from 
Government that no Gibraltarian will in future' be obliged' to 
live in premises declared unfit for.human habitation". 
This petition was made open to the public on a Saturday morning 
and in the short time that we were there I think it was two or 
three hours, we collected 578 signatures, it worked out at 
about four or five a minute. I felt somewhat ashamed at the 
time seeing tourists and others comment and look with horror. 
at these photoioaphs but I did not regret my decision to have a 
petition and, again, I was encouraged by the tenants of Casole.'e 
who showed courage as always. I sent the petition to the -ChieZ 
Mirister, since it was addressed to him, and I enclosed a:letter 
saying: "I inclose herewith• a petition to you. 'the petition, 
as you will observe, deplores the present living conditions of 
the tenants and residents of Casola's Building and asks that 
your Government give an,uneertaking.to ensure that no One•will . 
in future be obliged to 14.vo in premises declared, to be unfit 
for human habitation. I eoeld note that our petition wee open 
to the public lOr signing approximately two hours i.e. from 
11.00 am. to 1.00 pm on Saturday the 20th of September. The 
decision to camapign publicly on the matter was taken as- a 
result cf the 'Haase Minister's failure to give me any assurances 
on the above. I will also note that at our meeting on the' :12th 
of September, Mr Zammitt stated that he would refer the matter 
of Casola's Building to you. i.e. the Chief Minister. Mr 
Zamitt in effect said that your Government's decision was to do 
nothing to ameliorate the position for the next four to•seven  

;ears. .As you. will understand and as I informed Mr Zammitt, 
suohea decision. is unacceptable to our Party and as a result 
we. have consulted public opinion and obtained popular support 
for our arti•lr. following this letter, your Government 
fai-.s to ace in azgordance with our reasonable and humanitarian 
pet. teen then we reserve :our rights to proceed in whatever way 
we. consider best to achieve the humanitarian objectives of this 
re titi on" . Later on, Sire I sent a reminder to the Chief 
Minister and I apologised • forhsending it under the wrong 
letterhead. When I realised I had sent it under the wrong 
letterhead I immediately rectified the position by again 
writing but, unfortunately, Hr,Speaker, to date, I have still 
not had any reply. 

MR ROEAKER : 

What was the date of the letter sent to the Chief Minister? . 

H01 HAYNES: 

.The 22nd of Setetber. I received two letters, ore from the 
Personal Assistant: of the Chief Minister which acknowledged 
receipt of the petition and shortly after a letter from the 
Chief. Minister f::3,:ing that he had received it and wou.1:si deal 
vith it but he a waiting for Mr Zammitt to return from the 
United, Kinoiom. Of course, Mr Zammitt has been beck for some 
time no i brt as I. say, in effect, though they have acknowledged 
receipt .or the petition there has been no answer to the request 
of the petition and I think though the Goverrinent should and 
rightlynbe given tine to consider the affair i.e . they should 
be:given time to consider that once they have accepted in 
principle that there is a reed, an urgent need to deal with 
the matter, then, by all means take a month to decide what they 
are going to do. On a sadder note, Mr Speaker, there are a 
number of things. My first expectation when I found just how 
bad Casola's Building was, was that. Government would immediately 
do something without allowing it to go public. Then when it 
went .euhlic I expected that if not from a humanitarian sense of 
duty at least from a sense of share they would act and still 
they haled.  not acted as Ihave said but the only sad note in this 
affair .is that recently ore of the tenants has been given notice 
to wit. Is this, Sir, an a ttempt •by Government to minimise 
the problem by reducing the number of tenants? If co, it is 
tantamount to _political bullying. 

MR SPEAKER : 

I think that is a remark which is uncalled for. I don't think 
we, should use those words in the House. 

HON A ,T HAYNES: 

Sir, I withdraw it but I would like an explanation. Mr Speaker, 
that is the first part of the motion, that immediate action to 
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alleviate the living,cooditions of Government tenants be a 
resolution of this House. If this House accepts this resolu—
tion then the second part should follow, It shouldn't be so 
difficult to have one with the other and that secondepart is, 
that this House considers that no one should be compiled to 
live in Government accommodation which has been certified unfit 
for human habitation. Again, I feel that I shouldn't even have 
to Make thiselpoInt—A resolution of the House. I should say it 

—1S obvious that no one should be obliged to live in premises 
certified unfit for human habitation but given the circumstances 
that there is at least one example where this is so, i.e. that: 
at Casola's, I ask that Government ensures that it never happens 
again or that if it does happen again that those people be given 
immediate and steadfast rignts and that is why I ask this House 
to also accept the' second part of the motiAl. Lastly, Mr 
Speaker, I note again certain embarrassmene that I have to bring 
this up but I hope that it will serve some purpose. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question in tie terms. of tai: Hon A J 
Haynes' motion. 

HON JB PAREZ: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I wouldlike to first of all say that I will 
limit';' my contribution to the part for ee- ich I am responsible 
for ,and that is the Environmental Health Department and I would 
liketo clear one point first of all and maybe I can give way 
to the Honourable Mr Haynes to help me on this one, and that is 
that he is speaking about Casola's Buildings. As far as my 
department is concerned we look at Casola's Buildings to 
consist of not only 17/19, Rosia Steps, but also to include 
21/23-, Rosia Steps Perhaps, the Honourable Member could con= 
firm whether he is referring either only to 17/19 or 22/23, 
Rbsia Steps. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I refer to the whole of Cas.olas, in fact, the 
people come from more than 17/19 Rosia Steps. It is the 
general area. 

HON j B PEREZ: 

The pOint is, Mr Speaker, that my contribution will be-  based.= 
both 17/19 and also 21/23 Rosia Steps so I maybe making some 
statements as to certain tenements which have been declared 
unfit for human habitation by my Department—which may, in fact, 
not be 17/19, Rosia_ Steps, it may refer to other sections of 
Rosia Steps. I would like to make that point clear. Mr 
Speaker, the Environmental Health Department, arising from 
visits of inspection as a result of complaints by the tenants, 
are very much aware of the very bad living conditions which are 
quite clear at Casola's Buildings throughout the last few years 
and, if I may explain, to the House what the position is as far  

as• the Environmental Health Department is concerned, what the 
preeedure is and what has been done by the Environmental Health 
Devartrent, I will then deal.precisely with dates and •with 
individeal - tenements which haveabeen declared unfit and oassef, 
on. to the Fousing Department. The position is as I explained 
to- Nr. Haynes,.I did meet him on one occasion apart froM the let—
ten which I also wrote to him, and that is that the Environmental 
Health Department proceeds in three ways. The first one is, 
after they receive a complaint from the tenant or Iran their own 
initiative, all the defects which are considered to be nuisances 
or prejudicial to health are in fact reported to the Public Works 
Department which, as the Honourable Mover well knows, is the 
departrrert responsible for repairs in Government owned premises. 
These eetorts which the Environmental Health Department submits 
in fact contain detail of the defects and in fact seeks their 
abatement or their repair in a satisfactory manner. Once this 
report is made to the Public Works and the report is made •in 

.writing, it is then really up to the Public Yorks Department 
who decide on their own priorities in the context of other 
lommitments they may have, availability of funds and, in fact, 
their own their actual manpower. ,That is one way in which the 
Environmental Health Department can proceed and has, in fact, 
proceeded a'n connection with Casola's. The second manner in 
which the Environmental Health Department can proceed is that 
when it finds that there is an urgent matter like things which 
are obstruated, they are repOrted verbally. to the Public Works 
Department and they are asked to expedite the matter as soon as 
they can. The third manner in which the Environmental Health 
Department can proceed, Mr Speaker, is by declaring persons, 
individual flatseunfit for human habitation. In this type of 
case it it, in fact, the Director of Medical and Health 
Services or the Chief Environmental Health Officer who certifies 
to the Housing Manager that the tenement in question would be 
declared unfit for human habitation by a Court of Summary Juris—
diction and a Prohibition Order made under Section.84 subsection 
(2) of the Public Health Ordinance. Once_such a certificate is 
issued, this in fact classifies the family as dispossessed for 
the purposes of Clause 9 of the Housing Allocation Scheme. ;Mr 
Speaker, as far as Casola's is concerned, and. I include also 
21/23 Rosia Steps, all these procedures have beeh carried out by 
the Environmental Health Department for the last number of' years. 
I al informed, Mr Speaker, that some tenants in Casola's have 
in fact been given other accommodation throughout theayears but, 
perhaps, the Housing 74;nister, the Honourable Mr Zammitt,, can 
give more infornation than I can on this. The vresent position 
is that as far as the Eavironmental Health Department are 
concerned we have a total of 7 families which we have asked to 
be given alternative accommodation, in other words, there are- 7 
tenements within 17/19 Rosia Steps and 21/23 Rosia Steps that my' 
Department has declared unfit. I think that was a question which 
the Honourable Mr Haynes.  had, for an answer at this particular 
meeting and 'there.he has the answer although the Opposition 

•• walked out at the time but there you are, there is your answer. 
As far es my Department is concerned there are 7 families which • 
are categorised as dispossessed as far as the Housing Department 
is concerned. A6 I have already said, Mr Speaker, we are very 
well aware of the terrible conditions which at present exist at 
Casola's but there is one thing that I would like to make quite 
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clear and that is that the tenants of Casola's cannot expect 
that by having a motion in this House merely in respect or 
Casola's Buildings, that they enjoy. or that they have priority 
over other tenants-  who are living in similar conditions. In 
other words, although we have full sympathy with the way in 
which they are living end I am sure my co2.1agues wiJa in fact 
give more information as to what can be done or what will be 
done, I would like to make quite clear that although they have 
all our sympathy they cannot expect to jump over those who are 
living in similar conditions in other parts of Gibraltar. 

HON MAJOR R J FELIZA: 

Will the Honourable Member give way? 

HON J 3 PEREZ:. 

Yes. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Can he indicate where there are similar living .:oaditions in 
• Gibraltar? 

HON J b PEREZ: 

The Honourable Mr Zammitt will give the information he seeks. 
There is another point that I would like to add and that is, 
Mr Speaker, that as far as the Environmental Health Department 
is concerned there is no doubt whatsoever that Casola's is a 
slum. We haVe no doubt about that, we are not querying the 
position as explained by the Honourable Mover of the motion as 
to the living conditions there. We are very well aw'ire of those 
conditions as far as this department is concerned but we must 
also realise that we in Gibraltar are not in fact immune to 
slums. The Honourable Members on the other side always like to .  
refer to other European countries and around the world and I 
think ever/ country has its slums and it is only a question of 
time, a question of availability of money, availability of funds, 
that the slums are actually demolished and the tenants are 
rehoused to new accommodation. • 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I think It is very impa.otant that we Olould hear.  
what other Ministers hive to sa:r. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Members are free to speak as and when they wish to. 
• 

252. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I support the motion before the House and let me say, Mr 
Speakee. -chat I would like t.o take the opportunity to apologise 
to tl.e Honcurable Member, Mr Haynes, for having mentally 
'.:aligned aim when he first started this campaign. I thought 
that it was in fact a political gimmick but I have been 
i.mprossed by his sincerity in the way that he has presented his 
motion. It Is clear to me that his social conscience has been 
moved by observing conditions which obviously have shocked him 
and as well as talking about the motion I would like therefore 
to take an opportunity to analyse how it is that places like 
Casola's Buildings exist and help, perhaps, to move the 
Honouraple Member's political conscience more towards socialism 
now, that social conscience has been moved because it is 
clear, as far as I am concerned, that the essence of the problem, 
and we need to take urgent action to put'right an area that is• 
identified as one that. is a blot on the community but we also 
need to know how it is that such areas exist and I think the 
ionourable and Learned Mr Perez is absolutely right when he 
lays that the crunch is money. Therefore, if we want to help 
people in need we must. also be prepared to su000rt the provision 
of funds that are necessary to provide for that need and I am 
prepared to support the provision of the funds that may be 
necessary and to carry part of the responsibility-  that may be 
required if re ne ed to take money away from thos..~ who haVe got 
more than they need to give it to those who have less than 
sufficient 1.o meet their basic requirements. I also propose 
to MDVE an amendment to this motion to insert the words "or 
private" after the word "Government" in the. sixth line; 
between the word "Government" and "accommodation". In doing so, 
I am deal.tig with the second part of the motion which the 
Honourable and Learned Mr Haynes said followed logically from 
the first, if We accept that the conditions in that area are 
unacceptable and we accept that it follows that we cannot 
tolerate people living in Government accommodation that is 
declared unfit, then we must logically accept that people 
should not be allowed to live in private accommodation that is 
declared to be unfit and that is the reason for the amendment. 
I am not suggesting for a moment that Mr Haynes deliberately 
omitted private accommodation. I am just pointing cut that 
there can be tenants living in private accommodation that is 
also delcared unfit and if we are asking at the House of Assembly 
the Government to assume that there is a social and politiCal 
responsibility for ensuring that people are not living in 
unacceptable conditions, then the question at' the ownership 
of the property is secondary. It is, of course, I think, mare 
reprehensible that it ehould be Government because after all 
you have one Government department saying that the place is. 
unfit and another Government department tolerating that it 
should continue to be occupied. I am sure that the debate on 
this matter will gain from the Honourable Mr Loddo's 
contribution if he chooses to delve into his past experience of 
unfit accommodation in Gibralttr. I am not familiar with the 
exact conditions of the tenements in question but I can tell 
the Honourable and Learned mover of the,motion that I know just 
how serious a housing problem we face in Gibraltar and for me 
essentially it is part and parcel of the. inequality of society 
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which we continue to tolerate politically because we are not 
prepared to do what is necessary to put it right. - I welcome a •• 
commitment of the House of Assembly to attack such in.ecualities, 
I welcome., in fact,. the political education Of the Honourable 
Member in the courage that is required in certain areas'.of the 
working class population to overcame the disadvantages which an 
unequal society present them. I think the Honourable Member 
placed emphasis on the young children-living in that area and I 
would ask members to consider whether children born in that sort 
of environment are starting o. with the same chance in life as 
others. This mction, for me, goes bey..)nd merely a housing 
problem, beyond ,merely the unacceptability of saying that the 
place, is unfit to live in and allowing that to be perpetuated. -
it goes to the root of what political commitment 'is_ all about. 
I welcome the motion, Mr Speaker, and I wholeheartedly support 
t. 

Mr Sneaker nut the question. in the terms of the Hon J Bossano's 
amendment which was resolved in the affirmative and the amend-
ment was accordingly passed. 

Debate continued on the Hon A J Haynes' motion, as amended. 

HON M K FEATHERSTOIT2n: 

Pin .Speakera.-  I :would :like -  to ,associa te myself .with • the .H.on 
B'f..)ssano and -:congratulate..the Honourable and Learned Mr Haynes 
onawhat • was..I would: say .for him his first -major Speech, 'free in 
most instances •fromehisensualeinvective, constructive and to 
some• extent, - educe t one. 'Now as the . Honourable • Mr:.  Perez.  
has .said, 'lamentably Gibraltar 'like most other big cities, has 
its unfortunate - areas, its depressed •areas a . what might be called 
slums. This is not -a thing that we been without ever but 
over the years successive Governments have done their utmost, and 
in their time the City Council, to try and get rid of them. I 
remember some 25 years ago when I .first joined the City Council, 
we had a very bad area which was knoWn as 'Patio Danino' one of 
the worst slum areas. you could. possibly coma across, worse, I 
•thiak, even than Cassia's Building becaase tne whOle building 
was tottering and on the point of collapse, and ev.entually it 
was earen over and now we have the Police Barracks buildings 
which i think are a credit to Gibraltar and this, of course, 
is the intenticin to do with all the slum areas we have, The 
Honourable Major i'eliza talks about are there any otne as? Well, 
Ive have one building which is again on the point of -collapse. 
We have some people living in the transit c€.•rtre in Town -Range .  
where they .do not even have the benefit of electricity. They:, 
are living in an old building surrounded by wooden slats that' 
they have put up themselves and the only illumination they have 
is by one of these little butane lamps. Cooking, again is a 
very difficult thing to do and they are living .in the most 
miserable of conditions and it is our hope that they will soon 
be moved at least to some better area. We would like to support 
this.  motion but we cannot do so because, obviously, this would 
to some extent put one depressed area in advantage over - other 
deeressed areas and it is the Government's whole •attitude that • 
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all these areas must be looked at and as much must be done to 
remove them from the face of Gibraltar as quickly as possible. 
But this takes time. We have, as the House well knows, a vast 
modernisation programme. Ar area which was not as bad as 
Casola's or Rosie. Steps but ar. area which was delapifated and 
which was in need of modernisation was the Lime Kilm Steps area 
and this- has been tackled and has been approached.. _Castle Read 
area is another area which is again being modernised. It was an 
area which was falling into decay .vihich was an incipient slum 
and therefore I do not think it can be thrown in the face of 
this Government that we are doing nothing whatsoever. But each 
ore must wait its turn. We would like todo than all at once 
but unfortunately neither do we have sufficient labourer 
sufficif..3nt money or even sufficient space to do everyone at the 
same time. The one thing that I would take issue with the 
Honourable Tir Haynes was his remark that notices are sent to 
the Public Works Department and are - if I can read my own 
writing - effectively and cynically ignored. That, Sir, I would 
gin the lie to forthwith. If the question had been put to me 

'.uastion No 294 - I would have followed the same procedure as 
my colleague the Honourable Dr Valarino and said that I would 
leave the rebly to that question until a later part when the 
motion came and this might have had a second walk-out. But I 
em willing to give all the facts that I v,ould have answered in 
that euesti en. We have, over the last two year's, been requested 
by the 'environmental Health Department to do a number of jobs 
and these have been done.: In No 19, treat walls affected with 
penetrating dampness; replace missing wall tiles; replace 
missing floor tiles; renew defective ceiling beards, repair • 
leaking WC pans, 'replace wind ow panes repair cracked wi ow-
sill. In No 14, 'carry out repairs to sewage :installation. No 
No 21/23-; repair loose soil pipes, No 19 again, renew inter 
septor. 

MR SIAKER: 

Order. I am not going to tolerate any further interruptions 
from the-  public gallery. If I see that this is happening again 
I wi:el nave no hesitation in clearing the public gallery. The 
proceeuirgs of the Heise of Assembly will be conducted with the . 
decorum it is entitDed to and without interference from the 
public. 

HO I vI K FEATHERSTn41 : 

Thank you. '131^. .In No 36 roofs were leaking, ceiling boards 
were loose, floor boards were affected with dry rot and the 
electrical installation was defective. All the above repairs 
have been carried out. Those were given to us on request from 
the nvironmental Health Department but apart from that, 47 
other requisitions have been done. This is no small amount and 

-I do not think that it ls completely true, as the Honourable 
Mr Haynes would say, that the Public Works just cynically 
ignored all requests if they happen to come from Casola's 
Buildings. But, of course, 'Phen requisitions do come in they 
have to be looked at with a certain measure of care because, 

255. 



Obviously, if a building is in sueii a dilapidated state that it 
is going to cost more tc r etair than really it is worth doing, • 
one has to exercise a measure of judgement and decide whether 
to do it or not. It is the judgement of Public Works that.  
Casola's Building, per se, is not worth repairtrg. It is a' 
building which, sooner or later, and I hope soorer, will De 
demolished and a new building put in its place and this is part 
of the plan we have for the Gasworks r.,7 Vineyard scheme which 
is to go ahead in the next development programme and I will 
inform the Honourable Mr Haynes the next development programme 
is due to start in 1981 and it does not mean that it means four 
or five years waiting. This could be the first parts of the 
development programme so it might mean a wait of six to nine 
months before something was started. The intention of course 
is to start in April 1981. We have, and I accept this, a list 
of other repairs that have coma in on the 24th of October from 
the Public Health Department and these relate basically to the 

s , on the upper and lower yard, the rear of the lower yard and 
on the first floor and first floor North arid I have given 
instructions that these are to be done expeditiously because 
they are real essentials as they are detrimental to health if 
they are not done as a sense of urgency. If the Honourable Mr . 
Haynes had got in touch with me and told me that the tarpaolins 

• were in a dilapidated condition, or were not put in the most 
effective places, we would have done something. It is a pet r 
that he didn't get in touch with me; he knows I am c,uite 
accessible pnd we would have done something to deal with that 
but I will see that whatever can be done to alleviate the roof 
leaks by improving the situation of the tarpaulins, will be 
done. The question of no running water. I accept that there 
is no running water there, this Os not a thing which is so rare 
in Gibraltar, there are many areas without running water and o:r . • 
course, as the Honourable Mr Haynes has said, the tenants do 
not wish to invest any money in putting in running water because 
it would perpetuate the possible time they would be considered' 
liable to stay in that type of building and that is exactly the 
same reason why the Public Works Department doesn't wish to 
pour in a lot of money on a building which in itself is not 
worth spending a lot of money. I take the point that the 
dustbins are not emptied on a daily basis. I will look into 
this and the Honourable Mr Haynes has my word that as far es 
is possible the dustbins will be emptied on a daily basil I 
cannot see any reason why they should not be but if there is any 
specific reason why it has I will inform him and I will see that 
it does not occur again. A sewage pipe burst. Well, Si-, this 
is one of the things that can happen anywhere. We have need 
pipes burstiep: in Vgryl Begg Estate, a reasonably new building, 
we have had pines bursting in Humphreys, this can happen 
anywhere. I can only be cf service by saying that should there 
ever be such a burst it will be repaired with the utmost 
urgency. I am happy to see that the expression "political 
bullying" was withdraWn. I am not sure, Sir, With regard to 
the fountains not being available on a Sunday. I will look into. 
this and again I will see that the water should be available 
on Sundays because I do not see any reason why people should 
have to out up with the difficulty of no w ater on Sunday, they 
have enough difficulty with having to cart the water in anyway. 
As far as the abandoned flats are concerned, there is nothing 

256. 

at the moment that Public Works can do other than to board them 
up to s top anybody sauatting in there although this is not an easy 
thing becanse if the squatter is determined he will break down 
the barricade tha i we have put up and this has happened in the 
past. I think, Sir, that shows that the Pul , lic ',;orks does 
undeostane the position as. far as is possible, is willing to 
help as fen as they possibl y can within reason and without 
pouoiog what one might say good money after bad and, as I have 
saJq, the situation is that the Government does appreciate that 
this is 'an unfortunate area, has got plans for it to be amelio-
rated as soon as possible and I can only ask the people living 
there to have a little more patience, they have been very patient 
up to now and this is appreciated. We do understand. the diffi-
cult conditions in which people live but as I have said they are 
not the only area and if we were to accept this motion as it has 
been put it would put one area in advantage over others who are 
living in just as difficult conditions. Thank you, Sir. 

ON R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I am very glad that my Honourable Friend, Andrew 
Haynes, did bring this to the notice of the HouSe. he certainly 
captured the attention of this Assembly as I have never seen 
anybody else do it before. In silence, we a:1 listened to what 
he had to say with very graphic description of the sort of 
conditions that there are still people living in. One, I think, 
can hardly believe this as most of the time we see the better 
areas of Gibraltar and one Ic inclined to forget that that even 
now there are pools of slums in our little Gibraltar. I think 

'he has dean a great social good by bringing it to the notice at 
this House, because notwithstanding that the Government may be 
aware of these conditions, there are many other problems that a 
need attention and through silence these places where a lot of 
suffering is going on, are clean forgotten. He has done, 
therefore, a good social action by bringing this matter to the 
House. Of course, he tried by every riean.s to bring this to 
the notice of the Government by other ways. I, personally, am 
not quite satisfied with the answers of the Government so far. 
There must be a way of givin& first aid to the situation.. We 
Just cannot say that people in those conditions will have to 
wait 11 their turn comes. Personally, if I were living 
under teoee conditions, ,and I am sure the Minister himself who 
has spoken tonight would find it very difficult to accept the - 
situation. I. am sure that they w ould. do something to try and 
:ace what is obviously very. ,'very wrong. My Honourable Friend, 
Mr Bossano, pointed out that these things require funds. He 
went slightly off at a tarZgent to express how from seeing a • 
situation like that you move into some sort of political 
phylosophy, and I agree. But in this instance it is not due 
of lack of funds. We know we have had plenty of funds 
available for development programmes which unfortunately have 
just been sent back and we have not used it up. This I think 
is a great tragedy, that we have had the money in Gibraltar 
under the development programme to put this right and we haven't 
done so. We have had houses in Varyl Eegg Estate empty because 
of the procrastination of the Goyernment. 
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XR S=SAIGR: 

No. 1 am.not going to have that ender any circumstances. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, we have had empty houses in Vary:,  Begg Estate, this 
is a fact. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order. Let us speak about the subject before the House. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA': 

As I say, Mr Speaker, it is not due to lack of funds, I think 
you must accept that there have been empty houses. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I have not got to accept anything. I am here to play the game 
by the rules. I have called you to order and you will keep • 
to order.  

HON MAJOR ProLIZA: 

Can I say that' there have been empty houses in Gibraltar for 
a long time in Gibraltar, Mr Speaker? 

MR SPEAKER:.  

I. :lave rot objected to that. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

That is what. I mean, there have been empty houses, which if the 
situation had be era properly administered, that would not have 
happened. And, eqnally, I think, if this Government had been 
more efficient with their•develooment plan this situation might 
have been over by nev . I think it is fair to say this because 
if we don't the complacency that has existed in the past may 
continue and it is all very well to talk .n this House very 
quietly, very logically, if at the end of the day we are all 
going to go home and forget about it. 

HON M K PEATHE,RST012: 

If the Honourable Member will give way. I have given a • 
commitment of what the Publi-c Works-are going to do and I do 
not intend to go home and forget about it. I shall be telling 
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the Pahlic Works tomorrow morning that this must be done . 

HON. MAJOR R J FELI'ZA: 

Mr Speaker, T. am V env glad to hear that and what I say will 
only help him not to forget. I am not really acting contrary 
to what he cants to do and therefore he should have no objection 
whatsoever het it is more than that and I am coming to that, 
Mr Speaker. It is vital-  that the • Government of Gibraltar in 
,its priority should put housing first, there is no doubt 
whatsoever 'about that, Mr Speaker, that must be N.o I priority. 
Secondly, they should build houses as fast as possible. 
thirdly, something should be done for the people who are in 
those conditions today and it should not be looked at purely 
and simply on whether it • is cost effective, or not. The situation 
of those individuals has got to be looked into and if in the 
process it is going to cost more than if in fact we accept 
that the house cannot be rebuilt because it is not I think 
economically viable that we should do so, I think some patching 
up, sofa:. money has got to be dedicated to make the lot of those • 
people a little better than it is today for the period that they 
have to wait there. I don't think the Minister f or-Public Works 
put it. that way and I would like him to take that into account 
and perhaps bringing an extra vote to this House. I think this 
side of the House will be prepared to support such•an action 
because in fact the Minister 'has not given a definite time as to 
when these ee ople , these and `,:he others that are affected Will 
be able to find decent accommodation. I would like tc hear, Mr 
Speaker, and OI think it would. be  very satisfying for the people 
living under those conditions, if the. Minister could say with 
some 'certainty "Tau will be out of that hole by such a date". 
We have heard today that there are going to be plans for more 
housing and that they will c ore out eventually, that is what I 
interpreted, -but no definite date. I think, the people that are 
living under those conditions if they were given a' date by which 
they know they are going to be changed into better accommodation, 
I think they would feel much happier and in a much stronger 
position to put up with the conditions that they are living in. 
Fuotaermore, Mr Speaker, I would say in the situation that people 
living in slums today are, the Department of Public Works should 
not leave it to those who make the complaints. I think it is 
in the interest of everybody that someone should be appointed 
from ,the. Depertarnt to d o the rounds and try and make sure that 
thingsdare put rim t because although the Minister says that 
things are done, one has to accept that in a department where 
obviously they are very hard at work and lots of reports are 
coming in, it is possible that those who need most priority 
don't get it. We have the instance of the tarpaulins where the 
tarpaulins obviously have broken and the rain is coming in and 
it took some time from what we have heard here today before that 
was put right,. If, because of the circumstances that this 
accommodation is in, we have someone doing the rounds, that 
would have been eeen pretty early and perhaps would have been 
changed even before it broke. Mr Speaker, I think that that 
is another thing that if I were the Minister. for Public Works.  
I 'would try to institute.. Briefly, what I say is (1) the 
conditions are as they are throligt bad administration of the 
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GOvernment in not carrying out their developnerit programmeS as 
they should have done, it is not through lack of money. (2) It • 
is important that something is done to ameliorate the position 
even if this is going to cost more than was envisaged, and this 
side of the House is prepared to pay. (3) a definite date should 
be given to them in conjunction with the new development 
programme as to when they are likely to'change accommodation. 
Finally, Mr-Speaker, would have someone especially dedicated 
to go round these areas to make sure that the positiOn is not 
allowed to get worse than what it is today. I, of course, 
fully support the motion and I am sorry to hear that the 
Government is not going to. 

HON 11 J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Sneaker, once again I too meet say that the .whole debate has 
teen spoilt by the Honourable and Gallant Major because one 
cannot but say how sympathetic one hes looked at this case from 
its inception, not only when the Honennable Mr Haoaes came to 
see me after having written me a letter but because I am 
unfOrtunately in the: hub of receiving constant letters and 
complaints from tenants from Casola's building. And not only 
Casola's building but mianye other buildings that are in 

. Gibraltar that are worthy of particular atteati 3n. Mr Seeaker, 
one: of the questions asked is, why do:such areas exist? The 
einPle,  answer is that such areas exist because it was not until • 
after the war, the Second World War, telet the elected Government 
of- Gibraltar began .to construct housing for the people of 
Gibraltar. I am told that the only building that was erected 
by'ethe then .  City Council was Harrington Buildings in Cumberland 
Road, and, therefore, dibraltarians.had to live in the old housed 
that were' privately owned and a number of Gibraltariane lived in 
Spain and tame over, 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

If the Hon .Member will give way. Perhaps the Miniater will 
correct Me on this one but I think Humphreys Estate was built 
during the time of the City Council.!.  

HON H J ZAMMIT: 

It was done in 1947, Mr Speaker. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER:, 

The City Council was very deeply concerned with the construction 
of Humphreys Estate. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Yes, but it was the Colonial Governnlent who ')uilt it. 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

It was lone on a par badis with the Gibraltar Government in 
1947 .• I think that Sir Joshua Hassan made his first civic 
Oriunphant walk. into politics in 1944/45. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I happened to be a City Councillor at the time. 

HON H J 2AYMITT: 

Anyway, Sir, be that as it may, I think certainly Humphreys was 
built in 1947, shortly after the war. The old buildings all 
round Gibraltar, Willis's goad, Flat Bastion Road, Casola's 
Building, etc, have been mtanding in some instances, for well 
over 100 years. Some .of these buildings, were returned to 
GoVernment upon the termination of a private lease, have been 
returned to Government in quite appalling conditions. This 
is why I wou:d ask the. Honourable Mr Bossano that when he 
inserts the word "private" there is particuler danger because 
we cannot control who a private landlord puts into his accommda—• 
tion.- We find imethe Housing Department all too often that no 
sooner does he private sector put somebody in,' that two days 

-later the - bare person goes and complains of it being unfit and 
that person jumps the queue of people who have been waiting at 
Cascla's Building for the last 7 years. So we have to be 
very very careful when we do this and how we do it because we 
certainly liave control over our own dwellings but we have no 
control whatever on private dwellings. and I can assure the 
Honourable Members opposite that I have encountered this in a 
particular patio on more than one occasion where the Public 
Health Department has condemned by Court Order only to find that 
the landlord is able to patch it up, paint it up, spray it up, ' 
in goes another tenant and three days later, because the house 
is in an appalling condition of dampness, as the Honourable Mr 
Haynes .says, wallpapers cannot be put up, they cannot paint, the 
same .'.enement is condemned a gain and I think' it is unfair that 
we should - allow people to jump the queue of people who are 
patiently waiting as I say like the people in Casola's Building. 
I think the Honourable Member wants me to give way. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I was . jast going.to ,.sey two things; Mr Speaker, One is, in fact, 
that the motion reads cthlt nobody should be compelled to live in 
Government accommodation" and therefore it doesn't say that 
Government has to re—accommodate people who are living in 
Government accommodation, but I think it is logical if they 
are not compelled in Government accommodation they are not-
compelled in private either as a matter of principle. Secondly, 
I think that from my recollection,, from my days in the public 
Health, in fact a building is condemned when it is not 
repairable at reasonable cost. .Therefcre, it should not be 
possible simply to patch it up and say it has been condemned 
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and then to recondemn it. If that is happening then there is Yd2 SPF;AKER: 

something seriously wrong and it should be looked into. Order. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I won't labour that particular point. I would just 
say, Mr Speaker, that I would like'to talk about Casola's 
Building because when the Honourable Mr Haynes came to soe Me, 
I think it was early September, if I can remember correctly, he 
wrote to the on the 30th of Atigust and he went through the list. 
At, that particular time, Mr Speaker, I had no information in 
the hOhaing department that Casola's Building or any tenement 
of Casola's Building had been rendered unfit. I can tell the 
Honourable Member'in this House that we have had reports from 
Public Health dating back to 1975 when a Mr Davis was decanted 
in November, 1977, on public health recommendations e  we 
decanted a Mr and Mrs Chigley. -  In March, 1979, we decanted a 
Er Hodges, in November 1979 we decanted a Mr and Mrs Smith and 
family, I assume. In December 1979 we decanted Mr Gait, senior; 
in January 1980 we decahted Mr Stuart and in October, 1980, we 
decanted Mrs Byrne and therefore on "the 214th of October, this 
year, I received a letter in Housing from the Chief Environmental 
Officer and there are three tenements out of :a total of 17 . 
tenants in Casola t eBuilding, but la must emphasize in all 
fairness that I am prepared, and I am only prepared on 
documentation for Casola's Building and not the 21/23 Rosia 
Steps that nyoolleegde referred to. .Casola's Building is 
17/19 and that is the one that I know about becauve, may I say, 
Mr Speaker, the motion does eientien.Casola'a Buildings and I 
certainly didn't come with material for Humphreys. I have 
certainly armed myself :with information concerning Casola's 
Building. Now Mr Speaker, in the cramped situation that the 
tenants are living in Casola's Buildings there are in fact 36 
tenements. We have been decanting people as I say since 1975 
to October 1980, mainly on public health and pulite works 
requirements, but we have allowed no one to take over those 
tenancies and in fact I know that tenants there occupy, and 
we don't mind them doing it, Occupy the vacant places purely 
because We don't want to put other peoed'.e in houses in teose 
conditions. So you can see, Yr Speaker, that. we have certainly 
moved in decanting and when the HonourableMr Andrew Haynes 
came t) see me, I had the files and I was able to tell him that 
in one particular case.; and. I will not mention names, teeause 
7 don't think it is fair Mr speaker, in one partictilei case 
there is an applicant that stands with very'high poinlage In 
fact, it is one of the 3 houses that have now been condeened 
as unfit by the Environmental Officers. In —re other case, out 
of the four we had, we were able to decant one person earlier 
before the report came through. This leaves me, really, with 
urgency in looking into three families in Casola's Building. 
Mr Speaker, what happens here is that these tenements that have 
been certified unfit will go to the Allocation Committee who 
will then give them. the necessary classification of points for 
housing. 

(Incerruption from the Public Gallery) 

262. 

HON H J'ZAMMI'dT: 

Sir, so the action is that those 3 in Casola's Building will go 
to the Housing. Allocation Committee for the Housing Allocation 
Committee to award the points necessary for further action. I 
was about to say that I musfbe,absolutely clear and rake myself 
absolutely clear that there are other people in Government 
housing who live in very similar if not worse conditions than 
Casola's. I was asked by the Honourable Major Peliza earlier 
on; "What other places?" There is a place in which we have 
to dEcant.people within the next month. I don't think I should 
make reference to it, Mr Speaker, but if the Honourable Member 
would like to know I would be very pleased to inform him. There 
are other places that have been certified unfit in Devil's Gap 
Seeps, in Willis's Road, in Crutchett's Ramo, that is on 
Government side only but there are many other places that 
receive: equal treatment in the private sector. I don't think 
it is very easy to say that we should drop everything and just 
attend to thaee cases. These'cases cf course will be attended 
to in the best manner we can but things have tu be taken in 
their atride Pair Speaker, it is precisely because we find 
ourselveswith an old housing stock that this Government took 
up a modernisation programme. It is precisely because there 
are people living without running water and communal toilets 
that the Government embarked on a modernisation programme and 
it is absolutely futile and ridiculous for the Honourable and 
Gallant Major to say that there were funds available  

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

If the Hon Member will give way. This is the whole point. This 
is where the Goverment have gone wrong if I may say so, Mr 
Speaer, because modernisation takes a long time whilst if the 
ef —oet were put in building new houses then I think there would 
be sere houses available Therefore, priority (1) is build.  
more houses and then when you'have the opportunity gradually 
modernise. It is not that we are against modernisation but I 
think the priori.ies ar'e wrong. 

iCN H J ZAMMITT • 
• 

Mr Speaecr, but we are doing that, we are doing two things 
simultaneously and modernisation cannot be such a bad thing 
because MOD down in Rosie Road has modernised flats. It is 
advantageous and it has its merits. Mr Speaker, the Opposition 
oppose and always have opposed modernisation end let me say one 
thing Mr Speaker, no one suffers more than I do as Housing 
Minister because, invariably, I am faced with two things. Does 
the scheme punish people on the waiting list and give advantage 
to people living in substandard accommodation? One isn't a 
magician and if you have three, you have three and you cannot 
make six, Mr Speaker. People must realise that there are many 
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People living in Gibraltar in quite appalling conditiora and we 
are doing our utmost and I would ask the Honourable Menber, or • 
Berbers  for that matter, that they reerlike to have a walk around 
Gibraltar and see the amount of decanting that we have done in 
preparation for both modernisation and neaf housing. Ia fact, 
it was 'but a few weeks ago that I walked a:'ound with the Chief 
Minister and although I see it in paper I had not seen it in 
practice. Road to the Lines is virtually decanted completely, 
all Tank Ramp is being decanted. Lime Elim Steps has been 
decanted, Flat Bastion Road has been decanted, and slowly we 
are improving our housing stock, we are not perpetuating slums 
because I am afraid in all sincerity there are houses that I 
wonder somehow how they stand, never mind how people can live 
in them. But there are obviously restrictions, we haven't 
found the goldraine yet. 

MR SFEAnR: 

Let us return to the subject mette7.• of the motion. 

HON H J 'ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, one think I would like to say that under no 
'circumstances would any tenant of Casola's Eullding be 
condemned to living there 'longer that he would nave to live 

.•there if he instals his own fresh% ter supply. That is 
%-- absolute rubbish. If a person in Casola's qualified on points 
he is out, ha or she or they are out whether they have running 
water or no running water. I would advise them, as I do in many 
instances, not to instal running water because I do not think • 
they are going to be there all that long. I also must make 
it a point, Mr Speaker, that I did not say to the Honourable 
Mr Andrew Haynes that the people at Casola's Building were 
condemned for four to sever_ years. I understood him to say that 
in the letter he sent to the Chief Minister that I had said that 
the people in Casola's are condemned to live there for the next 
four to seven y ears. That is not so. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

I did say that in my letter to the Chief Minister that ir effect 
what the Minister was saying amounted to 7 Yearn: or so. 

HON H J ZAMITT:, 

Well Speaker, that.  is not the case becaUse -thore is one. 
tenant - .here that the Honourable Member-knows who will 'be out, 
I think, within a month. 

HON A J F.AY.ITES: 

I did say that as regards individuals he did offer some hope but 
not treating the building as a whole. 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

.Spea::er I cannot treat the building as a whole because the 
building has not been condemned by the Public Health Department. 
All can do is view those tenements that have been reported to 
us 'as 'being unfit for human habitation. Those are the three that 
I can certainly give hope to. And I can give hope to more than 
th:•eD because there are some that are going to qualify as soon 
as new houses come our way. On the. advice of the Snviro.nmental 
Health Department I have three tenants living there now that I 
have to pay particular attention. I repeat that attention.has 
to be paid in•conjunction with the other 80 or so cases that 
we have in the Housing Department. 

HON J POSSANO: . 

If the Honourable Member will give way. He mnti oned a number 
of previous tenants that have  been decanted. • Given what he said 
about what could happen in the private sector that somebody is 
wrought out of a private dwelling and then somebody goes in, can 
he tell me, fact, that this does not happen in Government 
accommodation? 

MR SPEAKER: 

The Ministee has said that in Casola's Building it hasn't happen-
ed bat you may wish to confirm that. 

HON H J ZavavIITT: 

Mr Speaker, I was coming to that point. If the Honourable 
Member will bear with me for a second because there is one 
particular point that I regrettably have to say and that is that 
my concern at this stage is that as a result of a letter dated 
214th October, from the Public Health Department, it was the first 
time, subject to the people we had decanted earlier on, that we 
were now faced with an unfitness problem in three tenancies. What 
I did say to the Honourable Mr Andrew Haynes was that they were 
not going to be decanted, that is the entire block under this 
modernisation programme, they were not included in this 
pgramme and therefore they could well be in the next but by 
that time I would assume some of them would be out. Mr. Speaker, 
I think the Honourable Member will now realise that when we have 
decanted somebody frcla Casola's Building, we have preferred 
purely to avoid having more people living in that condition not 
to allocate the vacancy left. I must say, and I would not like 
to have said this, but the Honourable Mr Haynes made reference 
to the Housing Department adding insult. to injury by sending 
a notice to .quit. Mr, Speaker, the person that was given notice 
to quit happens to be a squatter. It is not a notice to quit 
in the legal sense, it is somebody who has 'been asked' to leave. 
Mr Speaker, I know it is lamentable but that person has no 
right to be there. That person has not a tenancy agreemnt, 
trial, person moved in there and has stayed there and therefore I 
cannot, under any circumstances keep quiet about it because I 
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HON H J ZANMITT: 

,First and foremost there are priorities and my concern is that I 
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think it doesn't au us any good. If we deeented Casola- 1 • 
building and then fcund that people were going to move in there; 
and tlis is the point that the Honourable Mr Bossano mentioned, 
that ee find that some of the places thet.are .condemned by 
Government unless they have boarded it up are squatted • 
straightaway. Then one finds purely from a sense of' sympathy 
that everybody an course says there are children and one an 
cry one's eyes out. There are children, thene are married 
families. But MrSpeaker, that is the situation. I can assure 
the Honourable Member and I thank him for his concern in his 
particular case, and I think the Honourable Kajor Peliza, "for 
once spoke something which I listened tow ith interest and that 
is the attention that all members of this House gave to the 
Honourable AndreW. Haynes because this is every serious, 
emotive matter which we all sympathise with and we would all 
like to help. I would just like to s ay that as far as the 
Government is concerned we certainly sympathise with the 
tenants of Casola's Buildings as Indeed we sympathise with the 
tenants of many other housing estates and patios inherited by 
Government over the years and the concern that Government 
has had in this has been very well exemplified in our 
modernisation programme in our decanting programme and I hope 
that the forebearance that the tenants of. Casola's Building 
have shown in the past will not have to be borne for much 
longer. - 

HON MAJOR R J FELIZA: 

If the .Hon Member will givc way. :1 wonder whether.the Minister 
could say if the four points I put fcrward could be implemented 
by the Government? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 
• 

Mr Speaker, the four points made by the Honourable and Gallant 
Major Peliza are four of the many points that GoVernment tries 
to do in housing. One coUldh't say "Eureka" to what the 
Honourable Major Peliza has come up with. It is qdite basic. 
Of course we don't like to see people living in Casola's 
Building. Of course we dOn't like to see peOple living in 
very bad conditions. 

HON MAJOR R J FELI7A: 

Perhaps the Honourable Member did not listen to my four points. 
There were four points which I think if the Government could 
give an undertaking I think it would make the position of the 
tenants there a happier one. Whether the Government'can act 
on them or not is a different matter. I asked him because I 
thought he might. be the last speaker. 

ask the departments concerned to tell me what their priorities 
are. I just cannot decant all Gibraltar. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

C didn't say th,t. 

HON H J ZAMM/TT: 

What the Honourable Major Peliza very well knows is that neither 
the Minister for Public Works or the Chief Minister or myself 
as. Housing Minister, will tell somebody in Casola's that they 
are going to move into Humphreys in December, 1931. We cannot 
give a date Mr Speaker and the Honourable Member knows exactly, 
why we cannot give dates. There are circumstances very much 
beyond Government's powers and I have made the mistake in•the 
past, with the best possible intention, having been assured that 
something meuld be readylyanhand such a date, to have tcld 
that person, that person goes and buys furniture and that day 
comes thrse months later, and that person calls me a liar. 
Lever again will I tell a person you are coming out on such and 
such a date. Never again. I made that mistake once very much 
to my detriment. Therefore Government cannot, as Tzu, -;Ix as it 
would love to, commit thenselves to an exact date. 

The House recessed. at 8.00 pm. 

PR/DAY THE 7TH NOVEMBER. 1980  

The House resumed at 10.45 am. 

MR SPEAKER: 

will remind the House that we are still on the motion on 
Gaeola's Building moved by the Honourable Mr Andrew Haynes. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Sneaker, I would like tp speak on the motion and keep myself 
to. the terms of the motion rather than embark on a wide ranging 
review 62 Government policy or what Government policy should be 
on housing, generally because I am certain that the conscious 
of all Honourable Members must have been stirred by the 
presentation of this motion by my Honourable and Learned 
Colleague, Mr Haynes, who I think has gone through considerable 
and' painstaking trouble to bring to the notice of the House, as 
indeed of the lublic of Gibraltar, of the plight of one section 
of our community and of the dreadful conditions under which 
tbe;r live. I don't think we have had a more lurid description 
of living conditions ever in this House than We heard from the 
Honourable and Learned Mover of the motion. I am glad, in a 
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way, that the response of the Government has been rather more 
sympathetic than I thought it might be and it is in the soirit 
of constructive criticism that I am speaking to the House today. 

think.: the Honourable and Learned Mover can ecngratulate 
himself on having achieved quite a lot for the persons than he 
is genuinely trying to help and whose cause he is trying to 
further. I think the statements that we have had about the 
possibility of rehousing them are rather more encouraging than 
the statements that the mover made to me of what he had heard 
Prior to bringing the motion to the House. I hope that the 
concern, not just of Members of the House but also of the 
great number of people who signed the petition to the Chief 
Minister, has had its effect because I think this is a genuine 
case of people living in appalling conditions. I think that the 
motion, from what we have heard and froth what has not been denied 
by the Government spokesmen, demands that some action be taken 
to alleviate the appalling conditiOns of the Government tenaneS 
at Casola's Building. I was glad to hear from the Minister 
of Public Works that he himself would take immediate action on 
a number of points that were brought up in the debate by the 
Honourable and Learned Mover. I know they are small polate but 
at least it is some improvement. That the fountains eweuld be 
available on Sundays and not closed-so that people can draw 

: water, that rubbish would be collected every day, and so forth. 

EON M X FEATHERSTONE: 

If- the Honourable Member will give way, I am sure he would like 
tO. Instructions have already been issued. 

HON P J /SOLA:' 

I am very glad to hear this and the only eoint I would say, Mr 
Speaker, is that I think it is a great pity that the Minister' 
for Medical and Health Services, whose responsibility it is, as 
being the Minister responsible for the Environmental Health 
Department, that the Minister for Medical and Health Services.  
has done no more than send notices of nuisances te the Public 
Works Department. I think the debate has shown a singular leek 
of cooperation between Government Ministers on this particular 
issue. I will give an example. "tht seems, from what the 
Minister for Public Works has said in the House ttat he himself 
has not been made personally aware by his coIe Agues, whose 
responsibility it is to look after, for example, environmentah 
health, about the conditions of the people. at Cascla's-Building,. 
and it seems to me that if the Minisler for Medical and Health 
Services, the MiniSter responsible for environmental health, 
had done a little more than just sign notices but had picked up 
his telephone and called for a meeting with the Minister for 
Public Works then, perhaps, something would have been done to 
alleivate the appalling conditions under which these people 
live earlier than now. And I myself feel, talking in the first 
part. of the motion. I myself feel that it .would be very useful 
if the Minister for Public Works were to pay a visit to Casola's 
Building, - with one of his high officials, inspect the place and 
see in what way the appalling conditions there can be alleviated 

268. 

because I am sure it must be the view of all Members of this 
Heuee that nobody in Gibraltar should be compelled to live in 
premises that are unfit for human habitation. The plight of 
the people there Should be improved. It seems to me from what 
I have heard that the Minister most able to flo this is the 
Minister for Public Works. I would hope that he would take up 

• my suggestion and visit the .area and see in what way the 
conditions can be alleviated. Mr Speaker, I don't think this 
is a case of throwing good money after bad. I think it is a 
question of ensuring, that certain minimum standards of health 
and hygiene are maintained in Government accommodation. If 
this is going to cost money, well, so be it, the money should 
be spent. Money is collected from taxpayers every year in 
huge amounts for the general- good of the people of Gibraltar 
and I think it -  is a perfectly justified expenditure to use 
this money in alleviating the appalling conditions in Casola's 
Building. I would ask the Goverment and I would ask the Chief 
Minister in particular, to give us assurances that the Minister 
for Public Works or people from his department will go and visit 
Casola's Buildings and see what they can do to improve the living 
conditions of the people there. 

HON H 

If the Hon Member will give way. I think one could not but 
agree with that particular statement that the Public Works 
should go around or for that matter Public Health but I wonden 
if the Honourable. Leader of the Opposition is aware that a 
Minis ter during the Inte grati on with Britain Government 
administration of 1969/1972 asked the public

. 
 Health Department 

not to condemn Casola's Buildings? 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I am not aware, Mr Speaker, I am not aware, I don't see the 
relevance of it to this motion what happened eight years ago or 
nine years ago how that 'can be relevant with this motion I just 
fail-to see. I am talking about the present living conditions 
there and I was giving way, I hoped, to a helpful remark to. 
make the living conditions better but not to remarks such as 
the one i ;hat has been made but of course I am always happy to 
give way even if the interventions are quite irrevelant. But I 
do hope that that invitetion will be taken uo "Jecause I think 
that all Len hers of the House are agreed that people should not 
be allowee o live in appalling conditions and if they have got 
to etey living there for 3 months or 6 months or 9-months, at 
least make it livable, and I am sure that the amount .of .money 
that is involved cannot be large as compared with the sort of-
general ricvernment expenditure. I think that the Honourable 
and Learned Mover would be very happy to hear assurances from 
the Chief Minister these things will-be done as quickly as 
possible. If we can have the sort of speedy action that v.e have 
had, for example, from the Minister for Public Works who gave the 
assurance yesterday on these two minor points but I think points 
of some 'importance, and is able to tell us today it has been done, 
if we can get that sort of action from the Public Works Department 
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then, I think, in this House, we would be at least happy that 
the motion brought to hinhlignt the plight of these people has 
had some. result even though it might not have been passed. Then 
I would hope, Mr Speaker, and I think the suggestion made - by my 
Honourable and Gallant Friend, Major •Peliza, that there should 
be some sort of supervision or an eye kept on properties such 
as Casola's Building that are in a bad state, some constant 
eye kept by fairly senior surveyor in the Public Worke 
Department, some sort of regular inspection, I don't say tt has 
to 'be every month, but, say, every. , 7  nonths of whatever period 
of time is thought necessary, to ensure that certain standards 
are being rmintained. I think that the Minister for Medical 
and Health Services 'should' himself take his responsibilities 
where environmental health ie concerned rather more seriously 
than, perhaps, he does. I do not think it is sufficient for 

to 'be able to get up in this House and say he signed 47 
complaints and that they have been lodged with the Public 
Works Department.. He has ministerial status, he'can• go further 
than just through his officials, I 'think he should take the 
matter up in Council CS' Ministers and express his concern if his , 
notices are being ignored and especially in places like Casole t e 
7?.uilding where we know people are living in appalling conditions, 
we know it now after the visit of the Honourable and Learned 
Mover to the olace, having been put on notice of this, I thinit • 
the Minister for Medical .  and Health Services shod go with 
one of his high too, and - see for. himself the 
conditions, end press rather more- strongly than be haS for the 
alleviation of the situatiorn Mr Speaker, I•feel. it •necessary 
to say these things because I can•see there•is sympathy in the 
Government for the motion but •I think that:the, sympathy should 
be translated into action and I think that in situations like 
this, especially with departments with wide ranging responsible,  
lities and wide ranging duties, liabilities and so forth, unless 
the Minister personally takes an interest -in areas such as 
Casola's Buildings, then nothing will be done, I think if this 
motion succeeds, in getting Ministers to take a personal 
interest 'in what is going on in these areas and doing something 
about it then I think the Honourable and Learned Mover can feel 
satisfied about it. Mr Speaker, going to the second part of 
the motion, that nobody should be compled to live in 
Government or private accommodation that. has been certified or 
found to be unfit for human habitation, I think that is a 
sen"..iment w!..th which we all agree and I agree with the amendment 
moved by the Honourable Mr Bossano entirely but: I think „with 
respect t.o him, that there are two different situz ttorne with 
Government acconincdation and with private accomModatoon. I 
think with the private accommodation what . the Government should 
do, having heard what the Minister for Housie[g said, I think 
there • is a fairly simple' situation there. If premises in 
private accommodation are certified unfit for human habitation 
and on that basis •sombody is 'given accommodation from those 
premises, I think the legislation should not• allow those 
premises to, be used again for human habitation without 
certification from the Development and Planning Commission 
and the Health Authorities, that those premises have now been 
rendered fit for human habitation to the satisfaction of the 
Development and Planning CommisSion. Not just that they have 
been dolled up a bit. The Development and Planning Commission 
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should have power to put conditions to the sorts of work that 
will have to be carried out in those premises. I think this 
would rid the. Government of abuse which obviously we all agree 
should }:e got rid of. There should be stringent conditions. 
If the. Health Department says that certain privale accommodation . 
is unfit for human habitation then I think the Development and 
Planning Commission should come into the picture and the premises 
should not re allowed to used. for anything utnil work to the 
satisfaction of the Development and Planning Commission have 
been carried out and, Mr Speaker,  there is a case in point just 
along the road here about which my. Honourable Friend, Vr Pesten°, 
has raised a nutter of question in the. House. Those premises 
were' not just unfit for human habitation 'but were a danger to 
the public and. required protection. In that 'sort of situation 
the law should be that those premises, once an order for • 
detention for repairs has been made they should not be allowed 
to be used or let until they have been repaired to the satisfac-

' Lion of the Development and Planning Commission. That is the way 
to get rid of abuse, in my view, in the ;:rivate sector. I think 
:n the Government the situation is very different because the 
Government is its own master and therefore unless' the Government 
accepts the responsibility and says: "Here are premises that 
are unfit for human habitation. I either empty them or I improVe 
them so the Z., they are fit," there is nothing anybody can do and 

.I think ,t-b..a policy the Goverment should adopt is obviously to 
accept the principle that nobody should be compelled to live in 
accommodation unfit for human habitation and having accepted 
that principle you either empty them or you make them suitable. 
I know this is not easy but I think this is a principle that 
the Government just has to accept. The Government cannot allow 
their own tenants to live in premises unfit for human habitation. 
It is just not moral, it is just mustn't be' done, the money has 
t.o be spent to make them habitable. It is. just as simple as 
'hat.. So, Mr Speaker, I hope that this motion brought by ray 
honourable and Learned Colleague with the very 'best intentions 
to help a very much deprived section of our community, will have 
possitive results even if it is not passed. 

H(1N kTTOROY-GENERAL: 

Before the Honourable and Learned Member resumes his seat can 
I speak on a n t of clarification. Mr Speaker, the Honourable 
and Learned Member re_perred to the need to go to the Development 
and Planning Commission if premises were unfit for haean 
habitation but itt will of course be aware that at the moment 
teere is machiieny for repairing premises that are unfit and 
for prohtbtting their occupation until such time as they are • 
rendered f.t. I would just like to clear whether the Honqurable 
and Learned Member is saying that that isn't an adequate 
machinery and that there should be improved machinery. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I am glad to hear that, Mr Speaker, 'I don't know whether the 
'machinery is adequate or not but having heard the Minister for 
Housing complain of what, is happening, I assumed there was • 

271. 



nothing that could be done about it. If the machinery is: taETe 
to do the sort of thing that I am suggesting, I at very glad to ,  
hear it and all I' ask the Government is to use it and use it . 
quite ruthlessly because there is no.question about it. that 
oroperties are valuable in Gibraltar and I thtrk en certain 
areas the Government would be very justified using that 
machinery. 

HON CHEF MINISTER: 

I was going to deal with the point raleed by the Honourable the 
Attorney-General because the position is somewhat different. In 
the first place I do not see why the. Honourable Member who has 
just spoken should be surprised that we have shown sympathy in 
this matter. That is the whole purpose of Government, to try 
and better the _position than ameliorate the suffering of the 
people. That is what we have been doing all these years but 
what was mentioned yesterday by the Minister for Housing must 
be taken into account and that is that it has fallen on: this 
generation to house the people properly because nothing. had 
been done in 250 years prior to the war, Nothing had been done 
except Harrington building by the City Council at the time when 
they were going to become the Housing Authority for the first 
time and then the war came and the whole thiag was stoppe3 and 
nothing was done except that building. Then the impetus that 
Was given to the, Housing immediately after by the then City 
Council and later by the Government, has re-housed I think shout 
teeds of the total population.of Gibraltar that requfred housing. 
By any scendard, in proportion to the territory, that is a very 
great achievement. 'But of course there are many black spots and 
I. am afraid. that whilst the debate yesterday and this morning 
Carried on on lies which are understandable end I think the 
main benefit. of• this motion is really to draw attention to the 
public at large of the situation of some. people rather than 
members of this House who are aceuainted and if they are not 
acquainted they should jolly well be acquainted, certainly. the 
members of the Government are. If we refer. beck to the .earlier 
part of these proceedings when we were busy with the supplesten-• 
tary estimates, Honoutable Members will see. on supplementary 
estiretes Eo 2 when £320,600 were asked for it said on th-!, 
margin that it had not proved possible to redeploy.  to the 
extent previously envisaged the rraintenance section labour 
force to the heavy maintenance programme and tenants' 
requisitions must be attended. These supplementary reruirements 
will be partly offset bf a saving:of 2150,000 on the backlog of 
heavy maintenance. Sae were asking the House for more mcney 
earlier on, before this motion came and before notice of motion. 
was given, we are 'asking this House to divert money in order to 
do precisely what the Minister said he was doing in respect of 
Casola's Buildings and in respect of the others so that there,  
is no question of lack of money in respect of repairs. There is, 
of course, the question of the limitation of the labour force and 
the demands that are brought on it. The other thing that I 
should like to correct is that the Minister doesn't sign 
nuisance notices, these are sianed by the. Thief Environmental 
Health Officer. This is a section of hie department and this 
is done' all the tine. I have a letter here from the Chief 
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.`i.;nvironmental Health Officer when I asked for a report arising 
out of the motion, where he says, amongst other things; "The 

-Environntal Health Department periodically inspects the 
premises and all defects discovered and tenants' complaints 
found to be justified are reported to the Public r,erks Department 
for necessary action". '.r is is another proof that though the 
people have - a perfect right and they do continuously lay • 
complaints about nuisances which the Public Health inspectors 
go and look, also they have the practice of going regularly 
without being asked to see these places end :see what can be done. 
So the system is there. But it gets to a bottleneck when demands 
of the various black spots that we still have in Gibraltar, 
which gradually we are getting rid of, get 'into a bottleneck in 
the Public Works Department for lack of labour, I would have 
thought mainly. Money we have asked for, it has been voted, 
and monies will be available but, of course, there is the 
limitation in respect of labour which sometimes requires that 
things take a little longer to be done. I, myself, when 
sons one brings to fry notice a particular bad situation I write 
.a rote to the Minister. When he wasn' t here, he was at the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Conference, I wrote to the 
Direetor of Public •Works. I had a note from him the other day 
explaining about a particularly bad flat for dampness and so on. 
We take a continuous interest, in the matter. And as I say, the 
debate was going alorg and has come along good lines except,. as 
usual, when the Honourable and Gallant Major goes into it like 
a bull in a China shop because he tried to explain yesterday 
that having a situation such as this is a sign of bad 
Government. I challenge him to tell me in which City in the 
World there are not - black spots like this one. Whether in 
London, where he lives, there are no slums to be cleared, of 
course there are. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I cannot understand why he takes such a negative 
attitude "to my contribution. Whether there are slums anywhere 
in the world, I think our aim should be not to have then in 
Gibraltar. If that is the attitude that I am taking I cannot 
see ehy he should object to that. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Teat, of oourse, is perfectly tenable but to try and tie that up 
to responsibility of Government who have not, cleared all there 
is ti en I must tell him that thi. is inherent in every City, 
unfortunately, because population has grown at a quicker rate 
than estates and because the demands of people are bigger now 
and they are not happy with just anything as they were 20, 30 
or /4.0 years ago and people are entitled to have proper 
accommodation and giving them proper accommodation slows down 
the rate at which the others who are waiting can get it, that 
is the euestion. Housing is a big problem in Gibraltar and has 
always been particularly since nothing was done for 150 years 
and to show that and to show the oroblem. of housing, in two " 
years and 10 months of the IBWP Government they had three 
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Ministers for licUsing• and when you change Ministers . it is. 
because something is going wrong. -Three Ministers, Mr 7.  
Curuana, Misa. Anes and then Mr-Xiberrae. Three.  Ministers of - 
.11_0u:sing which shows the problems that e.eotising brings. I really: 
must pay tribute toM riZartnitt who has' been able to put un- 
with this department for more than five years ane nap stood up 
to the great pressunes which are brought to bear on him and on 
all members of GoVerneent but much more to 'him because :he is 
primarily responsible. Therefore the GoVernrront has got a 
good record of which we are proud in respect of relief of 
houSing. As he said the other day we went up to Road to the 
Lines where we have vacated there virtually a whole black of 
flats, this slum area has been cleared and will be built into 
proper housing and what he has had, toedois to provide houses, 
for about' 200 people, to decant theme.  in. order tleet either -the 
houses can be rebuilt.. or. modernised. and that has )een a great 
strain on the people_ on the waiting list, and, of course, 
people in Casola's Buildings and others whose' pointage has been 
high and who have not reached the stage because of the other • 
demands on the housing requirements. There 'JO ne queetion 
about the fact that we• are sympathetic and we understand the 
problem of Casela's Building and other similar places in 
Gibraetar. If the motion was in general terms.. that the 
Government' e elm should be to clear everybody` out of slums, 
that..we would accept because that is what we are tn.a,.ng but if 

-p you put one motion and then you ut it in such: a way that it 
highlights a particular area' against the other then it breaks 
the whole of the priorities and it' would. ne ... be fair for others 
who have not had the. advantage having a MeMber to •hignlight their 
particular difficulty to get behind because of this. So the 
fact that we cannot subscribe to the motion is not because we 
are not sympathetic and because everything that can be done. will 
not be done. Of Course it will be done but as the Chief 
Environmental Health Officer said C:asola's Buildings are a 
badly designed pre—war Goiter:anal Serv-ices tenement which over the 
years: has uhfortunately become a slum because of the way that 
part of-  the premises have been used, that IS the overcrowding 
an& so on. Therefore that one, together with others, will have 
the priority and the fact that the Minister has taken an 
interest, the. Minister will take an interest in anything that 
is brought to his notice but to expect people 'to believe that • 
the Minister for Health must know of every nuisance notice that 
is served by the Public Health Department, or that the Minis'ter 
for Public 'ilorks should know. of every item, every requisition, 
that cones into this department from repairing a dom. kneb .or 
a water closet system and so on is, I think, expecting too =Ch. -

HON P J ISOLA:- 

If the Honourable Chief Minister would give we,Y_. The reason 
why I rade the complaint with regard to the Minister for Medical 
and Health Services is that these things were highlighted in 
public, he did have a letter from the Minister and I would have 
thought that in this particular area he might have taken a 
closer interest than just finding out how Many reports had been • 
/aside, that is the only point I was making. 
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HON, CHEEP. MINISTER:.  

I wasn't dealThg with the Minister for Public Health at this 
stage, I we.S dealing with the Minister for Public Works. I 
ffrs1 - cf.  -all said that the Minister for Public Health cannot 

-know., all the nuisance notices .and the Minister for Public Works 
cannot krov of all the requisitions. What I am saying is that 
it does not requi7e a motion, with the greatest respect, it 
does not require a motion, thoughtwe do not resent in any way 

. that the motion should have come, I think it highlights the 
position. I hope people will get more conscious of this 
generally so that when the taxation has to 'be paid for the loans 
that have to 'ee made in order to bring further housing is 
brcugit to the aotice of the' people, they also know that this' 
i'S";',71one also in order to be able to carry ithe benefit of housing 

`to7--the people who deserve it. In that respect this motion has 
a good educational value. I am reminded that in fact the first 
letter of the Honourable Mover was acted upon because, as .a 
conseq ience of his letter, 3 further flats were certified unfit 
and therefore placed higher in the priority list.. In a 
problem of . thia vast nature of course anything that is brought 
to the notice of the people at to top ameliorates the pos ti on. 
It happens to me, eeople approach me and I take note and I write 
and. perhaps something is done earlier because it has been 
brought to one ' s. notice , but we ,must not forget that the 
department has got :o deal with notices of people-who haven't 
got either. the .adeeritage of being able to tell either a 
neiePer. of the OppoSition or a member of the Government and 
that is zonng,on -all the time. That is What I'would like to 
make quite clear, that- we are compassionate, we are conscious 
of ..  the matter, ws have shown that over the years by the amount 
of money that is being spent and let me give you notice that 
the 'next Development Programme, as has been decided already, 
will carry housing as a top priority but let me put yea on 
notice that according to whatever we may receive by way of 
development, aid, we are going to go on with housing as a top 
priority even if we have to pay for -it. Let me tell you that 
the cost of building nowadays would make the economic rent of 
a flat not being able even to be paid by /people in the high 
income ,croup and they still will be made available at rents 
that can 'be paid •by people in the lower income group. I don't . 
know whe the e there are any lower inc one groups but, anyhow, of 
the type that have not been able to have a house before. That 
is the policy of the GoVerremnt because I entirely agree that 
th-e question of aousing is not just individual corefcr•:, it is 
a social problem,  it brings aeout unhappiness amongst families, 
it brings about quarrels, unnecessary quarrels, it "brines about 
stresses and strains with people suffering from depression and 
all. sorts of things not only 'because. they haven't got proper ,  
accommodation but because they have to share it with people 
with whom sometimes, reasons that one should not interfere, 
cannot get on together. and they have to live together. All 
these matters are very much in our minds, all these matters are 
'the. ...matters that we have 'been fighting for all the time since 
we have been in Government and there are the monuments of the 
work that has been done all over the place by one and the other, 

:everybody has thought that housing was a problem. We were 
talking in the previous motion about the identity of the people, 
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More people would remain in Gibraltar and make geed contribution 
...to Gibraltar if we could have more housing. My cooleague tells. 
• eme •that from England .300 Gibraltarians have applied for •housirg 
--- accommeda•tion in Gibraltar.. Well I think, economically; apart 

from- the strain that they would put the'.furds seill• -ben e 
seen-later on when'we deal with the .programmes,. Gibraltar eseuld 

- becore economically more viable -  if We• had Gibraltarians who were 
committed to Gibraltar, who came here not just. in order to 

• spend a period but to come here and commit themselves to living 
in Gibraltar and makieg Gibraltar the ideal place that we all 
want it to be and para of which is still, despite everything, 
the envy of many people from outside. 

1:R SPEAKER: 

Well if there are no other contributors I will call on the 
Honourable and Learned Mr Haynes to reply, t o the. motion. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, notwithstanding all the kind words and ideee and 
promises I still feel that easels's Buildings is like Humpty 
Dumoty that had a great fall and all the King's Horses and all 
the.  King's ran will not' put it togetheragale. Generally stated 
the ,ergumen; of Government' is (1) that they are doing the best 
they _can but that Casola's will have to w ait its turn.. That 
s.bunds reasonable and I suppose it is feasible but how long do 
they have to wait and how long do they have to wait before 
they are even the next on the list? If Casola's was the product 
of a recent disaster then Government would be entitled to say: 
"we cannot deal with it just now because we have other commit—
ments of long standing to which, we have to attend". That is 
not -the case of Casola'e, Casale's has been a slum for some 
considerable time . This brings me to the point Trade by Major 
Peliaa which I feel is a valid point and which I endorse wholly 
which is that a date, a target date shoulo be given to the 
inhabitants of Casola's. That, I know, will give them the kind 
of hope that they need in order to continue living there. It 
would else help Government to keep it firmly in i1"eir by 
having a date. This question of date and morale hring'to 
mind a point made by Mr Zammitt that it doesn't make a difference 
to the points of an individual tenant whether or not he installs 
water pipes.. As I said it woule give him a sense of permanence, 
that is my point, it, was not that they woule se pointE if they 
made a capital outlay and buy pipes, it is jeiiA that these peepl.: 
can only live there in the hope that they will not be staoiaa • 
and as such if they make a capital cue: ay then, per se, they w:( 11 
be convincing themselves that they are going to stay and that 3,s 
intolerable. The point as to whether they would have more or 
less points does not come into it. We have heard from Mr 
Possano 'that he is *prepared to vote money to deal with it as 
soon as possible and I am grateful to him for that and his 
amendment and I hope that the Government will avail itself of 
the willingness of the Opposition, generally.. Again on this 
point•-thit they are doing the best they can, I can only say 
that I believe that they are doing the best they can but I dannot 
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think it is good enough and 1 have a firm belief that rembers 
on this side- could do better. This boast, more or less, of 
the Chief Minitter that' here-  •is Mr Zammitt who. base been putting 
up—. those were his Words with the Housing Miesiestry for five 
years. - I think when one comes to say that he is  putting up 

• with a Ministry it is time' to leave and I hope . that in the day 
when I as Housing Minister start feeling as thoug/ I cannot de 
it ans. morn then I aould have the political courage to resign. 

HON H ZAMITT: 

If the Honourable Member will give way. I can assure the 
Honourable Member, and I told him when he paid a visit, if the 
Honourable-. Member at the next electi ons promises the people of 
Gibraltar that he will solve Gibraltar's housing problem within 
his four years,, I gave him my assurance, and I stand by it, I' 
will vote the 7 AACR members, leave myself out and vete for 
the Honourable Mr Haynes. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, doe' t intend going in my own. The other point that -was 
geheeel In the argument of all :the Minis tors was that one should 
not give tee tenants of Casola's. priority since there are other 
places just as bad. • I • think that was a ciuote from the Honourable 
Member, Mr Perez, and 'perha'ps at this :juncture I should note I 
d-id not. in my speech yesterday acknowledge that I had received 
a reply ftob him which I had, in facts I note also that the 

'Honourable Member is concerned and he has on the various occasions 
when'we have spoken privately shown a genuine concern as I  think 
everybody in this House has shown. HoWever, I will not accept 
that statement that one cannot give the Casola's tenants 
priori ty because there are others just as bad. We have heard 
the Mieieter himself say that when premises are certified unfit 
for human habitation then the tenants are classified as being 
dispossessed. The law itself gives them priority. Where that 
the tenants of Casola'a have that status, there is no need to 
give them priority, the law has given them priority because 
they are classified as being dispossessed. 

HON H J ZA'APP:TT: 

If the Hohourable Member will give way. Of course they are 
given priority together nith the other tenants :hat have also 
been dispcss .used but I dare say there must be 80 or so in the 
same bracket. They obviously are assessed by the unfitness 
cersif icate and they are given points but not because, the 
house is, rendered unfit today does that person get top priority, 
I rex:tiara -1 places such as Devil's Gap Steps, Lower Castle Road, 
where there are equally bad cases. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Sir, I am not quite sure that I understand the point zade by the 
Minister. 
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rpi SPEAYER: 

The _point made by the Minister is that people who are 
disesssessed go into a particular list and they take ortority 
in accordance with the points that they have and the time they 
have beee dispossessed. Justlecause a person has been. 
dispossessed he is not entitled immediately to junp the queue. 
I think that is what the Minister is aayine.. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

—Unfortunately with an ideal government of course the mere 
fact that one is dispcesessed will automatically entitle.  one 
to a house and that is the kind of priority that Z ask for the 
people of Casola's. There is no point in being given eithar 
a priority rating if in fact it is ;Just hypothetical .and 
nothing will corn of it. Certainly, I-think the people of 
Uasola's would feel that until they see something concrete, 
until they are given a date, until they are offered genuine 
accommodation, they will feel that whether or not they are 
given priority ie would be just so many words and of no value . 
and that is why I believe that the Government should commit 
themselves and should accept this motion. I think they should 
takb the bull by the horns because that way they w al force 
themselves to comply with the measures contained in the motion 
in the same way that if theyegive, a date to the people of 
Casola they would be (1) helping th.e -people of Casola's, giving 
them hope 'and (2). they will. be  •committing themselves to a 
target. Aeaine if they .commA.  therselvesoto the terms of this 
motion; • as ameeSrned by the Iinnourable Member, then, perhaps, 
all those other people.who live in appalling conditions will 
come forward, they will be given some hope by this House. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

If the Honourable Member will give way. The oppcsite will 
happen, that is, that the people who are in as bad a conditign 
will say: "Why have the people at Casola's Biailding got 
priority because a Member got interested while we have to wait?" 
If it is a matter of priority it must be on merit and of cour'i 
they have a lot of merit but there are also Other' people with 
merit. 

HON H J ZAPY.ITT: 

Could I ask the Honourable Member to give way one last tets. 
Could I have it from the Honourable Member if he feels the 
priority should be such Ito the detriment of the general housing 
waiting list's In other words, people who have been waiting 
10, 12 years in the normal waiting list, is the Hon Member 
saying he would like Government to stop the waiting list and 
give priority to all those cases that are unfit for human 
habitation? 

HON S.. J HAYNES: 

Mr Sneaker', thie is appoint which I have often thought .over and 
it is something I give ouch importance to, I don't suppose the 
Minister would expect me to say that I expect them to he given 
to priority i.e wait their turn living in their appalling 
ecnditions, trait their turn at the back of the queue which 
seems to he endless but, main, -as I said yesterday in the' 
USOC dehate it is Government's role to find a solution, it is 
for ''‘us to point out the mistakes. I knoW eeour problem is not 
•an enviable one., You have so many people waiting to be housed 
that whether in fact you give priority to one or another you 
will still be discriminating again t many but. I believe our 
3overnment would not fall into such a trap. If you give the 
whole of' housing the importance it requires, then you will 
solve the problem and this brings me renlly to Goverment's politleel and 
moral. obligatioh to support. the motion. I found the Chief 
Minister's, speech was entirely consistent with the motion and 
ye.t at the end ha shied away. Similarly, in the 1976 A.SCR • 
manifeseo, the Government committed itself to proceed with the 
construction of new flats and at the same time carry on with 
the modeer is ati on of old houses coupled . with an exercise of 
slum clearance to the thole of Gibraltar's benefit. Well, if 
they' exile et a mandate from the people, if they expect the 
votes to go wain a statement to the effect that thr:y will clear 
slums, then they must commit themselves to this' motion. On a 
last point, Mr Speaker, yesterday I did mention the case of an • 
individual athee was going 1,  o be evicted for being a squatter even 
:though he • contested that and I was wondering whether the 
Government ha, any. information on that, whether they are going 
t o go:. ahead le th that. 

HON H J ZAMITT: 

We have sent this tenant a letter that he must quit the premises. 
This particular family were in Gibraltar ecene time ago, he was a 
member of the police Force, had accommodation in the Police 
Perracka; left Gibraltar, came back I do not know exactly the 
ci:n, I would say about 10 or 9 months later, had no 
accommodation and went into Casale's leuildirg. As a result 
of the =titer beouelet by the Honourable Mr hayne s and the 
exchange:  Of c oroespondence in this ratter, and may I say a 
letter was .en'; to His Excellency the Governor by this 
particular ;err;O it was brought to light that this particular 
perser was ,writing from an address which had not been allocated 
to him - ane, accordingly, a letter has been sent asking that 
person to acate those premises which in fact, any I say, Mr 
Speaker, was one of the places where we had to decant somebody 
because of its unfitness. 

HOP A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, ley information is other than this. I believe that 
the Chief Minister in fact personally gave authority to those 
people to move into that house and as such they are not squatters. 
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7TON CHIEF 11.7:NISTER: 

I do not give authority or tenancy to people. I can not tell 
them to 'go away, that is for the department to Puy that. If" 
they can stay a little longer and that is going,to solve the 
problem, that is a different matter. One, can be tolerant in 
these matters, bit that does not mean that I can give the right 
of tenancy to anybody, who am I to do that. If people talk to 
re about this matter in I say: "Well, if a little longer is 
going to solve your prot,lein, we will see what can be done in 
order not to execute the Order, that is compassion, it is not • 
legality. 

HON A 3 HAYNES: 

Again, that is not what I understand happened, Mr Speaker, 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going to get 'involved in particular cases. 

HON A 3 HAYa.,:a:,  

The Hon J Bossano 
The Hon A J Haynes 
TheHonPJ Isola 
The Hen A T Loddo 
The: Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon G T Pesten° 
':.!ho Hon W T Scott 

The following Hon Members voted against: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon A 3 C-,anapa 
The Hon Major F J 

• The Hon M K Feetherstor4 
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan 
The Hon J B Perez 
The Hon Dr R G Valarino 
The Hon H 3 Zammitt 
The Hon D Hull • 
The Hon R J 'Wallace 

The motio.i •yas accordingly defeated. 
. . • 

Mr ...1;Speaker„ I. i- ind.:that in the interventions since I started 
this' winding up. speech, that I have beet badgered with. the 
statement by GovernMent to the effect that we should not give 
priOrity to these-:,people because there are :others equally bad 
and•-ai:ain the question_ of which does one favour, these people 
or others. This I just do not accept how bad should a place 
be .allowed to ,get before it is given priority. I think •-
Casola's as it is today, without considering whether there 
are other people who. are in the waiting lint, or whether there 
are" ether places just• as bad, just going and seeing as it is 
today, you say this needs priority treatnnnt and then you• try 
not to prejudice the development progranme we have at the 
moment, you just add; you, just build more houses which is whet 
we believe should be done and .we b•:liev•:1 that you ,..,;he stuck 
in your own developnent programme which is not good enough. I. 
don't accept this argument whereby you encourage other people 
wio have got. equally bad accommodation to say: "We w'on't let 
;.hem get eriority because we are just as' bad", Yf)u.shouldn't 
pull one off ahninst the other. You should al p.24 a build' n'; • 
programme which will cover all and that is why .n.ving been to 
Casbla's Building, having seen how bad it is, Navin, heard that 
you youreleves understand how bad it 1.,, I will not accept that 
it is not bad enough'fbr you to give it priority. That is all I 
am saying. Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker then put the question and on a decision being taken 
the following Hon Members voted in favour: 



HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker; the motion in w'; name is:  "That this House. 
trees the acting Minister for Tourism; in consultation with 
.he Traders' Aasociaticns directly connected with the eourist 
trade in Gibraltar, to set up a Tourist Board ealasc the 
Minister. in all important matters connected with tourism in 
Gibraltar, and to do sd with a sense of urgency." Gota.mg • 
back'to.where•I;left, UreSpeakerathe reae:e•why we are 
suggesting this is because in .our.aanifeato as.  I said earlier, 
we said '"Vie will haveea realistic approach to tourism_ and will 
carry out a.• cOmalete -review of the tourist •department ex-
penditure.. • We.feelethat this is an'area -in which the money 
voted by:the House •of- Assembly could be put to better use. We 
feel that.all those involved in tourism must. be  brought into 
the ray the-money is spent. We propose to involve all - sections 
of the tourist trade in the way money is spent on tourism." 
Obviously, I do not think we need to emphasise that tourism is 
the second major industry in Gibraltar after the services that 
we provide to the Ministry of Defence. I think, it, is the • 
duty of all the elected members to try and nurse this 'industry 
which is bringing a considerable amount of money into Gibraltar, 
I believe about 25% of our income and. giving quite a lot of 
employment ani doing quite good socially because of the Contact 
that Gibraltarians have with people coming in and the cultural 
influence and the general amenities that are derived from the 
tourist trade which can be shared by the local poaulation. I' 
don't third: one need expand more than teat, I think it is: 
acceptable to all. The last figure that I have of .income 
spent by tourists in Gibraltar was.a9.5m which I believe was 
in 1979. That is good money, as we can see, but we do not 
want to leave it there, certainly we want to keep, it there at 
least and there is a dancer that this may come down this year 
for reasons not necessarily connected with tiae-tourist 
promotion of Gibraltar but also because the value of the pound 
has risen and since we derive most of our tourism from the 
United Kingdom, theaonle from Britain find that the pound 
fetches much more in other areas other than in the sterling 
area. For instance, America is doing extremely well because 

HON h JCR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I hope that my motion meets with more suppert in e 
this Hoese.from the Government benches than all the others we 
have introduce to far. 

As you know I °have been appointed by My party as Shadow Minister 
...for Touristeeand Ethat respect my first objective is to try 
and do what I cam to implement what is in my party manifesto, 
even if we are in Opposition in` that we believe that this, is • 
in the interest of Gibraltar. The best I can do, Yr Speaker, 
his to read the extract I refer to from our manifesto. 

• 

MR SPARER: 

' Could you perhaps read the motion first.  

of the ratio of the pound to the dollar. One knows that even 
Spain is suffering because of this and many other European 
countries,. think we are coming in for brad tines. I have 
aaready had the opportunity of approaching most of the 
associations connected with tourism that I know of and ttey 
ell feel very pessimistic about this coming winter. Apparently, 
by and large, the drop is about 30% and this is serious be-
cause if we accept that 30% which is about 1/3rd of £9.5 
million the income is going to be reduced considerably from 
the point of view of-Gibraltar unless we do something about it 
and it. is not going to be an, easy task. I have already seen 
what I -consider to be the associations that ere mostly 
conneeted with. the tourist trade in Gibraltar. I have had the 
oppor tunity of having a chat with the. President of the Chamber 
of Commerce, with the Hoteliers Association, the Secretary of 
the. Taxi Association. I have also had .a chat with the Chair-
man but.I had a meeting with the Secretary of the Taxi 
association. I had a chat with the Chairman of the Gibraltar 
Licensed Vietuallees Association and the President of the 
Travel Agents of Gibraltar. I have had a chat with all of 
them and ean tell this House that they are all very con-
cerned with the state -of the tourist trade in Gibraltar 
particulael, because of the hard time ahead. They feel, and 
this was unanimous that it is very important that there should 
be more consultation betseen the Minister and theezelves. 
They all 'eel that there should be an Advisory'Boeed which . 
perhaps, ehe Minister should chair.and in this respect if this 
weeeepeasible'theres-would be a-common interest. roeed the 

which-  of course there would be the different assoc-
iation ieterestaf  ene must accept that,- but notwithstanding 
that' letaink_there.whuldbe,compromise, there would be many 
instance, where - there would be absolute-common interest in a 
decision and in. the policy and in any case there would be- 

,better understanding even if the Minister could not do every-
thing that every particular association would like to see 
done. The reason why at,couldn't be dine could be explained 
there and then and I think it would -improve relations very 
considerably. Some of the points that really worries them and 
that they would like to consult the Minister on, I think I 
ahould point out because they are I think of general interest 
to aourism and also I believe it strengthens the case for this 
.House ttragree to have an Advisory Board on the lines that I 
'consider to be best formed after the Minister himself has had 
consultations with all these associations so that if the 
Board is decided upon it should have, in my view, the blessing • 
of.the pople who ale going to sit on it and that could 
abIlausay allow it to start on the right foot. I know that 
the Minister had a meeting with the Hotelier Association. It 
took place on the lath of September. I saw the Chairman- of 
the Association about 3 or 4 days ago and he still has not 
received the minutes Of that meeting. Iethink he was a little 
bit disappointed because it seemed as if whatever was dis-
cussed had not been given the attention that it deserved. One 
has to remember that if we have not got decent hotels in Gibraltar 
we just haven't got a tourist place and that no one is going 
to invest in hotels. unless they know they are going to get a 
return. It is a vicious circle and therefore it is vital that 
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above all hoteliers should have the full confidence of the 
Minister himself to see that the money that they have invested 
and the money that they can carry on investing by fmproving 
their hotels, is going to be safeguarded, is going to have the -
full support of the Minister regardless of what the Government 
itself might think. That department is there to look after the 
hoteliers and the hotels and the tourist trade as a whole. In 
my view priority (1) if re want to have tourism in Gibraltar 
must go to investora whohiutmoney in our hotels. Equally, I 
think, afte' that, one can think cf the travel agents who are 
going to bring the tourists to Gibraltar. Whatever we do, in 
the end it is the man behind the counter who tells the tourists 
where to go. I think every salesman knows vera well how he can 
more or less decide for the client what he should buy. Equally, 
I think the people who are going to being the tourists by air 
or by sea should also be encouraged and win the loyalty of the 
Minister and we must also think of the people who provide the 
amenities in Gibraltar who are also going to be spending money 
on other investments so that when the tourists come to Gib-
raltar they find that they can have a nice night out, or the 
person who is going to carry him from the hotel to the bar or 
the restaurant or the Casino, the taxi driver. The impression 
of Gibraltar that tourists take away after their holiday • 
depends on all these factors. How better than for the Minister 
to be in constant touch with those pecple who are. going to 
promote tourists with money and with their personalefforte-
I believe that tais can best be done by having an Advisory 
Beard. I am sure that in other countries nothing would please 
thaMinister more than be able literally to be in constant 
touch with the very individuals who are selling the product. 
It d.6 impossible there because it is too big and unfortunately 
the. Minister has got to remain remote because physically he, 
cannot do it. Happily, we are in a situation in Gibraltar ' 
where the Minister can do it because the• place is small, 
distances are short and you might say that almost at any  
moment he. ean meet one or two or all the assc.i.tions depending 
the way he wants to do it. I think that if he mere to start 
doing that he would find very quickly points that I have already 
foued are of great concern to them. For instance, I discovered 
that the running costs of energy in Gibraltar is 11.3% of their 
income as against in other places, 59%4 That is a 1,71-  of 
money and straight away we find that our industry is starting 
with a great disadvantage with regard to price. This is not 
dust a. hookwink, these figures can be found out and I am sure 
She Mines:er can find out end verify it. If this is s) he 
must pazi a lot of attention because five minutes sal ws were 
talking about the need to improve the housing stool in Gib-
raltar and we know that very likely in future we shall lave to 
finance it ourselves. We will not be able to finance it our-
selves if the income is' nett coming into Gibraltar to enable us 
to do it. So it's &1  pie in the sky if we talk about improving 
things and we don't do the first thing which is to improve our 
industry because it is only through the productivity and the 
income that we are going to get from our industries that our 
standard of living is going to be maintained and, hopefully, 
even improved. I think this is an industry that is important 
to Gibraltar, this is an indtstry that must have the full 
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attention of our Government and little things like the one I 
have mentioned now have got to be looked into. In days when 
everything is going well, fine, nobody is going to worry, not 
even the people in the trade, but when things are going down 
then everybody is going to worry and then it is even more 
important than ever for the Minister to try and, do what he can 
to support it. I spoke to a chap who runs a restaurant and he 
told me: 'fig you know that our electricity bill every month 
is user £800?" Well, I don't know.what the income of that 
place is and perhaps notwithstanding the £800 he may be doing 
very well, but I think, prima facie, one has to accept that £800. 
on electriCity bills is a lot of money. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I am sorry, I was talking to the Chief Minister and I didn't 
hear. I understand you said that somebody has an £800 monthly 
electricity Bill. 

HON rAJoi, R J PELIZA: 

It cletTicity bills I think he said for last month it was aver 
£8000  Straight away you realise how difficult it is for that . 
chap to be able to manage. Obviously the prices in his res-
taurant will have to go up to meet those expenses, the tourists 
wec go there say it is very expensive in Gibraltar and they 
may never tome back. If you realise that out of the L9.5m 
that we are getting from income, if we say that lb% comes in 
es revenue to the Government - these are the figures that I 
have L9.5m. 

MR SPEAKER: - 

We are debating a motion for the purposes of appointing a 
Tourist Board and we must not go into the. details of what the 
Board could do or what it couldn't do. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I just mertioned these two things, Mr Speaker, as an example 
and the Minister should be interested in finding out more about 
that. If I can really spark Interest in the Minister which he 
may already have but if I. can put more into it, I sr sure that 
he will be inspired. This must not be seen as a political Move, 
it rust be seen for what it is. We are in the Opposition to 
the aed help tourism in Gibraltar and whether we are in.,. 
Government or in Opposition it doesn't matter. It is our duty 
to see that this particular side of the trade prospers and . 
therefore it is in that spirit that I am speaking here today. 
The other thing that people are generally worried about is the 
product, the general state of Gibraltar. The Minister will find 
that the Hotel Association will.tell him that they are all very 
concerned about the genei'al appearance of Gibraltar. The 
Government has already found a committee on that under the 
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Chairmanship of Mr Montegriffo and I think perhaps that would 
be a good .weapon in the hands of the Minister to be used to 
try not jttt to keep Gibraltar tidy but to give it a local. 
appearance which somehow has got to be projected in co oar` 
streets, into our narrow lanes, into our ramps, into oar steps. 
This has got to be done, this is the product. I am sure that 
if the charm that Gibraltar has and whiCh is entide our houbee 
could be turned out and put out into the streets Gibraltar 
would be a lovely place to come and visit because the warmth' 
'of the Gibraltarians is there,, the warmth of the Gibraltarian 
in his home could turn Gibraltar into the people's home and we 
would have a really first class holiday resort hot spoilt by 
tourism because, happily, we have a very high proportion of 
population of our own as against tourists coming in and there—
fore our character is there and it is not just one more mass 
Produced holiday resort. It has a character of its own and ye 
nant to preserve that. I know this is going to be difficult 
at this 'stage but another thing is the standard of accommodation 
itself. I know, for instance, that one particular firm, Blends, 
is going to invest no less than £320,000 in improving their 
hotels. That, e think,-is facing the situation in a confident 
ray when tines are bad and unless other people do the same our 
standards are going to come down because there are in Gibraltar, 
uefortunately, other places which you might say are -riot fit to 
be rented to tourists and of course it is not fair te mention. 
names but I. think it is proper that thehbepartment of Tourism 
Should start investigating ane, looking.at standards and, making 
sure that one way or another those .standards are improved, 
I know it ise difficuit at this stage and-I do not propose that 
this shouldebs.enneine tuledazing fashion,but through I.  
think influencing the thinkang of the. other side, prOving that 
there is a' future in the whole business of tourism, I think 
that those people who are reluctant to invest now may do so. • 
There are other places, for instance, where they rant accommod—
ation and there are no telephones. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I must call the moverto order. We are not going to review the 
whole tourist. industry in Gibraltar under the pretext of a • 
motion to appoint a Tourist Board. 

EON MAJOR R J PMIZA: 

The •Other point is importance to improve ourselves ase 
shopping centre. Tourists leave a considerable amount of 
money behind and to do that, Ur Speaker, it is absolutely . 
necessary that the prices of the type of goods that tourists . 
buy should be competitive with those of other euercunding areas. 
I have ideas about that and I have suggested them before in this 
Eouse at Budget time. I still believe that the Minister who 
obviously now has a special interest in this matter should try 
and see if there are means of ensuring that people whO come:to 
Gibraltar find Gibraltar as a tourist centre. This will bring ' 
a lot of .money and this would bring a lot of tourists in and -a 

286. 

lot of revenue in so all this I think, Mr Speaker, must be 
looked at. The Taai Association complains that when tourists 
are arriving from ships they haven't got places where to park 
to receive the tourists. This is an elementary thing that 
the Ministee.will very 'soon find out if he has this Advisory 

• Board and of ::nurse not only will he find out but because 
they will meet regularly he will be reminded if things are not 
goine eell. This is the way to keep an eye on our tourist 
trade. They also feel, and this I found very general, that at 
the moment we are concentrating what you might call our sales . 
force, in Gibraltar instead of the United Kingdom. That es, 
that they have, for instance, 17 people working for the tourist 
office here and four in the United Kingdom and all the sales' 
are, taking place in the United Kingdom. 

MR SPEAKER: 

With all due respect to the mover we are deviating from the' 
motiou and opening the scope of the debate. 

HON MAJOR 'R J PELIZA: 

Finally, 14'; Speaker, oar advertising is very low compared with 
the income that we get, If it is true that we have £9.5m, Mr 
Speaker, and if revenua 15 derived from there of 10%, 10% is 
£1M, approximately, we are spending on tourism £455,000 and it 
seems to me that it would be a sound investment to put more of 
that money into advertising to he able to bring more people 
here and so start the whole thing rolling again. I have tried 
to give some indication as to why it is necessary to have an 
Advisory Board and I think that the Minister will probably 
agree that there is a need to get the peopledirectly.concerned 
with tourism involved in the promotion of tourism, that there 
is a need to maintain thisetrade.at its highest level, that 
difficult times are ahead and therefore it is all the more 
necessary to try and get the people concerned not only to advise 
but also to invest. I thought, when I put my motion down, 
that it would be the people directly concerned with tourism 
but if the Minister thinks that perhaps other people should be 
included, I certainly would welcome a suggestion and am 
prepared to accept an amendment to the motion, it is not that 
I am rigidly saying, it must be done this way.' As I said my 
whole ieteetion is that he should consult the 2eople concerned 
a-id then s,reve at who should sit on the Board. That is up to. 

What I would 11.0 him to accept, in principle, is that 
the" should be an active Advisory Board in Gibraltar, that 
theee is a need for that and that if this Advisory Board is 
going to be implemented, and I hope urgently because the sit—
uation is getting worse, it is up to him, of course, how he 
goes about it. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Eon Major 
2: S Peliza's motion. 
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PION 3 BOSSANO: 

hr Speaker, I support the motion and I propose to moeeen 
amendment to the motion which I think completes the no'ion 
rather than change it, in the sense that. if we went to take 
the views of those involved in the industry into aceouat then 
clearly we have to take the views of those who work in the 
industry as much as the views of those who own the industry. 
I think in terms, for example, of advice being given to the 
Minister on changes that would haVe implications from 
ethployment practiceba  there is no point in the Minister gettinx 
that advice unless the advice came with a commitment that the ,, 
thing would be carried out. I think it is important, ob-
viously, in terms of planning how the industry is going to 
develop in Gibraltar* to have e clear feed back from that. 
industry as to its employmenteeomposition, as to what the 
supply of labour is, as to what, cooperation you can have from 
the labour force, for example, if you are going 'to introduce 
training schemes and that sort of thing and therefOre in my 
mind an essential element of effective advice being given toe • 
the :Sinister in planning the way the industry develops is the 
involvement of the representatived of the people working in the 
industry and therefore I move that this motion be amended bY 
the insertion of the words "arid repreeentatives-of:empleyeesS.  
before the word *directly* in the third line therlo:. 

- . 

I have to remind youMgiia, is this all you want.tnaaa'o'n the 
motion? 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I support that there should be an Advisory. Board 
for that industry as indeed I think has been clear from my own 
viewsexpressed in other matters , in this House vhere I believe 
that the participation of the people who are affected by 
Government decisions is an essential widening of the,democratic 
process beyond the voting once every four years. To me this 
is consistent With something I believe in but taking'up jest 
for a few minutes the wider issues raised, I think, by the 
Honourable and Gallant Member with the role of the tourist. 
induserya.generally, I think he was making'e case about the 
tourist industry, generally, which has got nothing to do really 
with the Board ia.the sense that whether the tcn,iet•industry' 
is eicsaanded or ceratracted or big or small,' really, it is e 
good thing to have the people involved in it advising the 
Minister so that he is aware of their problems and so that any 
policies that he implements do not, in fact, belome frustrated' 
by virtue of things happening, in the industry cf which he is 
ignorant. For his own benefit I think the more information 
he gets' the more effective he will.be as Minister for Touristy 
but on the wider issue of planning the role of the tourist 
industry within the economy I think it is something that the 
House could do well to devote perhaps some attention to a 

. . 
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different stage on a different motion, I think it is important 
that we see economy of Gibraltar as an integrated whole 
and I thine it ie . hopOrtant that we see that if we have got 
social expenditure, if we have got a problem in housing then 
that is a problem of using up wealth in a particular manner 
and then le _eve to see whether that wealth is going to come 
from and weat is going to create it. In particular, when we 
ere tilking about the expansion of the tourist industry we 
have got a difficult task in front of us because on the one 
hand we have to say to ourselves right perhaps if we get more 
tourists coming to Gibraltar that is going to create more 
money for me to build more houses for the people who are 
permanently resident here but then that is not a net gain 
out of that equation you have to take ,out the call on re-
sources which we have to import into the system and that may 
mean more water and more fuel and more food and more labour 
and we have to see what is the net effect left and not just 
the gross effect on the economy and of course there is, one 
particular commodity which we find very difficult to increase 
weiLe. is land. We have got a finite amount of land and when 
we are left with the net benefit to the economy of an 
expansion by so much percent of the tourist industry, against 
that net effect we must set off any loss of space Tor building 
to accommodate tourists which then might not be available to 
aceommodete local peaple even if we. now have the money to do 
it. It Ls, I thinkea highly complex area Which would benefit 
from a serious debate en the House of Assembly, a debate 
where we should all 'ae using our abilities to try and resolve 
the problem jointly for the benefit of Gibraltar rather than - 
to try and score points in terms of showing that we are better • 
at goeerning than the other side and I think the Honourable 
and Gallant Member has Shown quite clearly that that is the 
spirit in which he hasproposedthis motion and I think that 
if he were to bring a motion dealing with the question of 
tourism generally perhaps many of the points that he has 
raised on this occasion could be developed more fully. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon : 
Bossano's amendment. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speekee, I am just going to say that I welcome the amendment. 
If it is felt that the position of the Board could be more 
effeceive by having representatives of employees, I really de.  ' 
not know e'iough as to who they would representing since ob—

viously as far as the employers are concerned, they would have 
the views of their own employees and that undoubtedly would be 
reflected in their decisions but if there is such a thing as 
a Union which takes these employees under their own umbrella, 
or if it were possible to somehow have a representative who 
would be speaking for the employees es a whole I think it would 
be a good idea. The problem is,,how large is that Board going 
to be? Whilst I welcome this I know my Honourable Friend 
would probably agree with me that finally, as I said before 
and I saand by that, although I welcome the amendment I stand 
by what I said before, Mr. Speaker, that finally it is up to 
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the Minister to decide on the Composition of that Board. If. 
tat Minister would like to-find out if I agree with his final. 
derision, I am not afraid, Mr Speaker of grasping the 
nettle so if he wants to, before he finally agreesaI voeladebe. 
delighted to tell him whether I agree or do not ageee, He 1d-
responsible and I cannot for one moment try.and get myself a' . 
into his place, it wouldn't be fair. All laea saying is thatet-e 

'it is up to him, through consultation to arrive atea-coa- - 
position of the Board which in hisopinion is going to be 
effective, is going to Work. If, tor the-sake of pleasing 
everybody we are going to have a Beard *hid is not going to 
be workable, quite honestly it is better not tohaveit.atall, 
that is my view,.and I am saying it here openly. I welcome 

-the amendment but I. still say that it is up to the- Minister-
to.decide what the composition Of the Board should be after 
consultation. which of course will include representatives of 
the employees'. Perhaps I should ad4 Mr Speaker, that I also 
welcome thesuggestion of bringing a motion 'to the House where 
we could discuss tourism in depth. 

HOT H .1' 

Can I refer briefly to the amendment and then I will answer 
on the general motion. I am not completely convinced that the 
Hotel Association wil3abe very pleased with the amendment. 
I think Mr Bossano, who knows much more abOut theeeathings than 

-metnows the difficulties and-  problems; I wish to--go no 
further than this, Sr Speaker. 

HON P 3 ISOLA: 

I think the amendMent is, a-perfectly valid 'one, representatives 
of employees. , I think that if in any area of Gpvernaent 
activity. everybody affected. within reasonable bounds should 
be represented. I think I ought to say that we regard, by 
detinition fret traders associations we include that sort of 
defititien the Taxi Association. They are in anyway as 
traders associatica but representatives-  of'employees, I see no 
reason why people snould object to.•that, after all the.Tourist 
Board will presumably be woraing towards particular aims, it • 
won't be an industrial board between both see-tors it would be• 
working towards a particular aim. I agree with the amenament, 
1r Speaker. 

HON MAJOR P 3 DEalaPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, I do not know what the Honourable Member is going 
to say or what he has up his sleeve but I would 1Jke to say, 
Sir, that whatever cones, out in the form of a Beard, if we do 
have it or we do-not have it, I do hope that the Board will 
become a closed shop'in other ways, either a closed shop for 
employees or a closed shop for existing hoteliers and people 
in the trade. I hope it is aboard for the benefit of the 
whole of Gibraltar and not a board for the bete: V.. of the: 
people in the trade themselves. 
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HON J BOSSAIUL 

I take the. pint that the Honourable Major Dellipiani has just 
made. I think it is very difficult, in fact, in an Advisory 
Boardewhere yeu are repreaenting the. interests of tie people 
in that par;ieuiar area for those people to leak ,at anything 
other thantheir own interest, quite frankly. The trade 
associations involved in the tourist industry cannot really 
be expected to be thinking of the general good of Gibraltar, 
they are thinking of the general good of their own trade. 
And the people representing the employees tend to think of 
those interests. In effect, we are supposed to be above those 
considetations.snd to somehow apply the wisdom of Solomon and 
balance all.the-different pressure groups and all the 
different interests that finish up in the House of Assembly. 
But I think it is an inevitable thing that the advice that the 
Minister gets Will basieally be self-interested advice. In 
that respect I. think to the extent that that advice is coming 
from the employers,only without the employees then it is 
Going to be an even narrower,thing than if it is balanced. 
It is difficult, of course, to have this sort of Board with 
repreeentatiOns from the people working in the industry and the 
people who own the assets, without it becoming sometimes a 
point of overlap and--friction fr.= wage negotiations and 
problems ie the industry. It shouldn't be like that, one 
should.be able to divorce, the relationship between employer and 
employee when one is arguing about the share of the cake and 
yet be able to.sit dome when one is working to enlarge the cake 
because obviously the bigger the cake the bigger share one can 
take, that is a principle on 'which good trade unionists work. 
I know `hat there may be some misgivings in the industry, I 
think I can draw my own conclusions about that, but of course 
representatives of employees is a wide enough phase not. 
necessarily to imply any particular Union or asoociation. 
It doesn't even say that it should be through the trade union 
movement. There is no reason why the representatives of the 
employees should not be selected in some other way from the 
people who are working within that industry themselves. It 
doesn't have to be the shop steward. If one wants in fact to 
keep the two things as divorced as possible, the relationship 
between employer and employees when they are arguing about pay 
review or conditions of service althought as I say this some-
afimeecae aave i detrimental effect on the workers in 
Gibraltar.-  I have known when I was in the Dock Labour Board 
that 3caetimes the friction between the employers and the 
employees get to a stage where the Board was rot-looking at . 
o,tings oboectively and pre-conceived attitudes had already 
been taken. On the other hand, it is also good far the Minister, 
even if this interferes:with the work of the Board to know 
that there is something' gOing:wrong in the industry or in one 
particular sector of the andUstry because if in fact thete are 
problems that could leadaie bad industrial relations in one 
hotel, well,-01, the Minister is not charged with the problems 
of industrial relations but as Minister for Tourism he 
certainly would want to know and help to avoid if it is possible 
a potential strike in a hotel because it has at effect on 
tourism and on the name of Gibraltar as-  a tourist industry and 
on the possibility. ofpeople mating back for a second holiday 
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af theyfind that they have to carry their own cases and do 
heir oun meals.and.that sort of thirg. . Although the spilling 

over of any problem into that can interfere with the working 
of the board, .I think that there, should be problaMS in one • 
particular area and that those problems should not .IDA2,) to the 
light of day and be ignored, is also a ba3 thing. On balance, 
I think the benefitsare greater and I cammend the amendment. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
.affirmative and the amendment was accordingly passed. 

EON H J 

Mr Speaker, Sir, for'once I may say that I have paid particular 
attention to the Honourable and Gallant •Major Peliza because 
it is.the,first time, and I say. this quite sincerely, it is 
the first time I havent t seen him with his hair over his 
forehead and losing his cool. . I think he has dene a very-good. 
job in.his presentation and I think that obviously one can do 
no better then try to reply to the proposal, I hope, in the. 
same cool, calm and collected way that he has done. 'Mr. 
Speaker, I think we all accept that tourism is the second major 
industry of Gibraltar and therefore it is of part:'.eelar'eoncern. 
to all MeMhere of, the House .to all connected with tourism and , 
to,Oibraltar as a whole. Z en .1 originally read the motion he 
had worried because in the manifesto of the DPBG it said that 
money would be put to other better causes. I read in the last 
page where tourism is. given, may I say 34 lines-of the manifesto 
deaPite the fact-it hapeere to be the second major .indussry. 

HOTS= P J ISOLA: 

If the Honourable Member will give way. The AAOR gave 7 very 
much shorter lines. ' 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I was worried, Mr Speaker, because I thought that the members 
of the reBG were saying that we eh ould not spend money on 
advertising particularly when they said in their manifesto and 
I quote: "We will have a realistic approach to tourism and 
we will carry out a complete review of Tourist Department .' 
expenditure. We feel that this is an area in whi:h the money • 
voted by the Etas.: of Assembly could be put to better use.' 

HON MAJOR H J PELIZA: ' 

If the Eon Member will give way. I gave an example of how we 
should change the load of the work from Gibraltar to the United 
Kingdom. That is an example. of how the money can be put to 
better use. 
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MR SPEAKS?: 

Members nust not Live way so easily, particularly to the person 
who has moved the potion and who has got the right, of reply. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Perhaps I can help because I think his reading of the manifesto 
not my manifesto, but I think he has misinterpreted that when 
they wens talking about putting it to better use they didn't 
mean to better use outside tourism but using it within tourism . 
to better benefit. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I accept that I may have confused myself but I think I. was 
;Izstifiably allowed to be confused because one thing was not 
consistent with the other. Mr Speaker, I think I ought to 
start by saying that if we would have been allowed to provide .  
answers I would have given a breakdown of what the. Gibraltar 
Tourist Office is spending on advertising. 

NR SPEAKER: 

No, I am not going to allow you to do that, most certainly not. 
We can speak on the advisability of appointing a Tourist Board, 
and nothing else. We are not discussing the Tourist Vote and 
we are not discussing whether money is being well spent. We 
are discussing whether we should or should not appoint a 
Tourist Board, otherwise we enlarge the scope of the debate. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, if my memory serves me right there was mention by 
the 'Honourable and Gallant Maj or Peliza that we should increase 
our expenditure on advertising. 

That. Icea not entitle you to go into the Whele expenditure of 
your flepartment. I did call the attention of the mover at the 
time. We must keep ,to the question before the House. 

HON A J ZA.11LITT: 

May I please have your guidance,Sir. How am I now able to tell-  
the Honourable Member if we should increase our expenditure or 
if we should not? 
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MR .SPEAKER: • 

.Therathe Honourable and Gallant Major Peliza touched oi:athat:' 
particular-subjectI called his attention and said -that It Wati 
cut of order because it was beyond:the scope of the debate an& 

- that 'is what I am trying to tell you. 

HON H J ZAPrITT: 

Mr Speaker, may I then say that on -the. 17th bf September this' 
year, I held a meeting with the Hotel Association which is the . 
meeting that the Honourable and Gallant Member made refertAce 
to. I should also inform the House that even before September, 
because I think we'are all aware that I presented the teurest 
estimates here at estimates time this year and I. was acting 
Minister as Mr Abecasis was absent from the budget session. 
It was-  then, Sir, that the Lisbon Agreebent came roulade  or 
didn't come round, should I say, and I gave instructions and 
we sent circulars that I. would like to meet every single 
association concerned with tourism to try and find out (a) their 
views aed-(b).how could the Tourist Office assist them, not 
only with an open frontier situation but with :a. closed frontier 
situation. There were two meetings held and then we ail found 

'that the Lisbon Agreement began to drag frot the 5th of July 
right the way until today, nothing has occurred and the-thing 
froze down. But I did have two meetings with the Gibraltar 
HeteleAssociationeand:atthesemeetings-  the-• Hote3eAlsbeititione: 
made ethree,  poietse eOneeWes that a, special bulk rate:for 
municipal charges; that is water and: electricity should 154:Tt 
levied,nntel the:hotel oecepancylevelaincreased by 25%. .(2)'t 
They wanted additional funds to increase advertising and that. 
is,.Mr Speaker,ewhy,I made reference to the advertising earlier 
on. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Yes, but when the Honourable Mover touched On the question of 
the electricity charges I called his attention. 

HON B' J  

I am not touching on electricity charges, Mr Speaker, /. at 
referring toeadvertising. 

kT SPEAKER: 

What I am trying to tell you is that we are not going to get 
involved in either the expenditure of the department or hoe it 
is spent or whether the department is properly run. We are 
exclusively debating the advisability of appointing Tourist' 
Board for the purposes of advising the Minister to improve the 
'tourist trade;  no more or less. We must not fall into the 
temptation of going beyond that scope.. 
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HON H J ZUSITT: 

Very well, Piz,. 1”..le third point was the setting up of a 
Tourist Adv'isory Board. not comment on the-first one, 
that is, tho-- special bulk rate for electricity, nor on the sec-,  
and point which is the increased advertiaingas I am only 
alloyed t‘ make reference to the third poihtevhich is the 
settLag up of a Tourist Advisory Board. Mr Speaker, this was 
locksd"at and I will dwell very briefly on;  this question of the 
representation from the workers. I certainly, and I am sure 
my party cannot - be accused of not wanting or allowing that 
because we have trade union representation in virtually every 
Goverhment Committee. I will go no further than saying that 
it did not receive the enthusiasm that I Would have expected 
but that is not for me to say and it Is not for me to 
interfere. Mr Speaker, what the hotel association were quite 
alarmed to learn - is that there is a Gibraltar Travel Assoc-
iation which is drawn up from people from all the trade includ-
fng the Taxi Association, of which the Director of Tourism is . 
a ncn-voting ex-officio member, which hasn't met. W: en I said. - 
thigethey were quite alarmed. All that it required is for a 
ef-e7italisation of this particular organisation. I think 
the last occasion they met was over two years ago to discuss 
greenwich mean time. Certain things came to-light and one was 
that they were of courue seeing me to try and imerove the 
down'treed of` tourism es it is .today. I commeei the Honourable 
Member for saying, quite rightly, that irrespective. of whether 
waebed a hotel painted ineeold walls. today let me assure the 
Hououesble Member thet it it-not just the value of the pound 
that has gone up, there. is a recession in Great Britain where 
there -are two million people out of employment and because of 
that and.because of course, and, I agree entirely, the pound is 
of some standing, people arc going to America. But let 'me tell 
the Honourable Member that the advice that I have received is 

- that if we were to spend £m in extra advertising, tourism is 
just not there at this stage. They hope, and I think the 
Honourable Mr Bossano will confirm this, that assurances have 
been given ill the Conservative Party that the thing will came 
back within 18 months but that is a thing we will have to wait 
and see. The years 1978 and 1979 were both boom touristic 
years and the hotel arrivals increased by 24% in 1978 compared 
to 1977 and by another 14% in 1979 compared to 1978. Yr 
Speaker, what happened is that the tourist trade has dropped. 

LT EPBArall: 

No, I am going to atop you, with due respect. This has 
nr.t'iing to do with the motion. 

HON K J ZAMMITT; 
• 

The sUbstancteof the motion is that an Advisory Board is 
warranted or wanted or required. All I can say is that we are 
willite eo go along with this Mr Speaker, because there exists 
this cetwittee and I think the Honourable Member may not have 
known this. 
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HON MA TOR B J FELIZL: 

If the :honourable Member will give way. I saw the Chairman of .  
this Committee. 

EOE HJ zulamr4- 

Well, then, Mr Speaker, it does not require a motion ,to set up 
what is already there. It requires a revitalisation, possibly, 
an undertaeing from me or my colleague, Mr Abecasis, to make 
sure that this is revizalibed. .The. Travel Association could 
get together and include members Of the trades council or the 
Omployee3or employers. This goes back to 196^. when it was 
originally formed Mr Speaker, it goes back tc Me Scrase's 
days when he was the Director of Tourism, Mr Seeaker, I 
think that all that is required is to bring this committee 
back, get them together and if they want to add and includeemy 
other section of the OUramnnity Which they feel forms part of 
the industry, we would certainly have nc abjection, M4 Speaker. 
I think that possibly the Honourable Member might feel that 
there is no need for a motion and all that'is required is to 
'bring this Committee back into its life. 

HON, J ISOLA: 

MrZSpeaker, I think that the Honourable aaeister hasn't.act—
ually outlined the history of these bodies.. I agree with the 
Honourable and Gallant mover that there is a .need for a; . • 
ToUrist Board so called, in Gibraltar. This is what they have. 
got in other successful small territories like the Isle of Man 
and.  the Channel Islands. A Tourist Board with apecific terms'.  
of reference and a Tourist Board which will probably be chaired. 
by the ninister. When tourism was first thought of as an area 
of Govern:Lent activity but nut a department in its own right. 
I think it was in the time of Mr Seruya, he set up., a Tourism 
Advisory Committee, which he used to'sit on as Chairianeeand.. 
gradually the question of tourism developed. 1 don't know 
what happened with the Tourism Advisory Committee, I ain't 
know whether there was disagreement between the chairman and 
the committee, and a department was setupin GOvernment and 
then the Travel Association was formed separate to the Ministee. 
That I think is the history, and as the Government became more 
political and spent more money on tourismi• I suppose the 
reason for the Travel Association seemed to have Oesapeeared 
and they meet very little and I agree. I think the..trade 
themselves have downgraded the Gibraltar Travel ASseciationibut 
I think it is mainly because its terms of reference and its 
use and what it does is not exactly what one would expect a 
Tourist Board to do. Tae sort of Tourist Board that we ere 
thinking of is a Tourist heard that for example, will help the 
Menister in the formulation of departmental estimates of 
expenditure of the following year not just in advertising but. 
generally in relation to the department because tourism' is, I 
think a legitimate area of Government activity but it.id an 
area that affects very much trade, not just hotels I notice 
the Minister keeps talking about hotels but I think tourism is  

not .:uet a question of hotels, it is not a question of getting 
people tc Gibraltar, it is to do with the final product as well, 
wham aoreens in Gibraltar, the people involved in tourism like 
the t2avel agents, the tour operators, the taxis, trahsport, 
all these people and of course, as I am reminded by the new 
conservative, so called by the Minister, not by me, also 
reeresentatives of employees, I know it is a prOblemin a way 
to get them sitting together but I would have thought that the 
Gibraltar Tourist Board as I would hope it will be called, 
would not be an Industrial Relations Board, there are acknow—
ledged avenues of negotiation between employers and employees, 
but I think one would look at it and it would be so set out 
I would hope :teethe terms of reference, that its basic raison 
d'etrc would be to promote tourism as an industry in Gibraltar 
and to advise the Minister in all these various matters, I 
don't think it should be just the hotels, the hotels of course 
are a very important element, I agree entirely, but I think 
anybody involved or interested in tourism, it could even be'the 
Chamber of Commerce or the ;shops side of the Chamber of Commerce. 
I think that traders representatives, shopkeepers, put it that 
way, representatives should be there and answer, for example, 
allegations by hotels that their prices are too high and so 
forth. I think it should be a board that generally represents 
anybody involved ia the industry, not just the hotels, although 
as I say they are an exteemeay important part of it. I think 
one has ir 1)ok for sometning new if you want to give a fillip 
to an indtst2y and I think although the Gibraltar Travel 
Association. is there, I think to say revive it, especially if 
ie is considered by those connected with it to be a dead duck 
or a dead body, is the wrong way of approach, I think the thing' 
to do is to scrap it and say:. "In future, the way to the 
Minister for Tourism will be through the-Gibraltar Tourist 
Board so you, the Gibraltar hotels Association, for example, 
will not be coming to see me on matters that are essentially 
tourist. matters, you come through the Board. If you have a 
particular problem that is another matter but not on general 
Government policy in tourism." It will all be channelled 
through the Board and it would have the advantage that differ—
ent sectors would be able presumably to get agreement as to the, 
best way of promoting Gibraltar and the best way of using the 
fzndG available to the Tourist Department, 

• 
HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the Honourable Member said that in .le setting up 
of this anew Tourist advisory Board we should scrap the other 
one. I don't think it is ours or Government or mine or even 
the Tourist Office toecrap because no one could prevent them 
from carrying on work and what I would certainly not like to 
see is duplication. I don't think it would be in the interests 
of tourism to have a Tourist Committee or Advisory Board and 
have somebody.call themselves the Gibraltar Travel Association 
with possibly, conflicting interest. 
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Mr- Speaker, I don't know whether the Gibraltar Travel Assoc- 
cation is a Government Body or if it is an independent body. 
If it is an independent body of course the Government can • 
just ignore it and say: '7e are setting up a Tourist-Board 
and it is through this one that we expect to operate tourism. 
This seems to be the general concensus of the House of Assembly 
and it seems to be the general concensus of people in Gib-
.raltar and that's it." This is the way I would look at it. 
I think there is a need, Mr Speaker, to: set up some sort of 
newadynamic committee in tourism (a) for the reasons that the 
Minister hassaid, the recession generally in the world and 
(b) there is a possibility of the opening of the frontier.' 
I think a certain amount of work should be done on that and 
the people should meet and discuss how they are going to cope 
etc, etc, etc. With regard to the recession. I cal only recall 
that in 1977, in December, we wee. told that there was re-
cession and scheduled flights to Gibraltar were cut by the 
scheduled operators because they said there was going to be a 
decline to 25% in tourism, the recession by January dise 
appeared and there was in fact ah increase of 25%. • I don't 
think the Minister should take too much account of what people 
say is going to happen. What I think the Minister has to do 
is to try and grab the biggest part of the market and again 
it mi.-at require ehanges in advertising policy,eand that .is. why 
I think that a GP:salter Tourist Board, something new to be 
aetalpenow,to deal with the. obvious new situation that is 
arising ia Gibraltare a possible openieaefrontier, plus 
recession and its possible effects in the economy as a whole, 
I would have thought it would-be welcomed by the Yinister,to 
be able to have a Tourist Board which he would chair and from 
which he would be able to-obtain advice and so forth. He is . 
nodding his.head that he agrees so-then I seppose the Govern-
ment will vote for the motion. Then I Will.. say nothing else, 
Mr Speaker. 

MR SPEAR: 

If there are no other contributors I w;11 call cn the tarer, 
to reply. • 

HaLl•MAjOR R J PELIZA ' 

Mr Speaker, it seems to me as if the Government is eeal 
disposed to the idea. I think what is really troubling the 
Minister is how can he dispose of the Gibraaiar Travel 
Association, this is the problem that he bees and I think he 
probably believes that this is going to be a problem. I don't • 
really see the problem because if this is a Government committee 
the Government obviously can do.away with-ia. If it isn't and 
a Tourist Board is. created, and the Tourist Board is the one. 
that is going to be effective, then obviously the other one 
will die a natural death because it will not serve a purpose. 
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If the Honourable Member will give way. Perhaps if I make 
clear the way we look at this broadly because I Link that 
debate has not been particularly easy to follow, it has been a 
bit of a haphazard.debaee with.too many interruptiOns and so 
on. Certainly I wouli want to read the Hansard of .this 
debate and particularly the original intervention of the mover 
on the matter. I only want to make a .reservation that this . 
does net mean that the Tourist Board is going to be set up 
immediately, there must be consultation and in those terms he 
can,aave it easy because we are going to.vote for it. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Nobody is suggesting, Mr Zpeaker, that it should be done with-
out consultation. As I have said before, it is up to the 
Minister finally to decide what he wants to do. He is going 
to carry the can, Mr Speaker and the last thing I would like 
to do is to try and get hiM committed to something which I 
obvious?, lon't know-about as much as he does because he is the 
person eho eventually is spins to get aye or nay of the people • 
who are gr,ing to work in the Board. If he makes a decision 
with waica a agree I will-  support it, if he eakes a decision 
,hich I don't like taena won't. What I am trying to get at ' 
the moment is a sort of extension of his department through a 
Tourist Board. The word "Board":18 not quite the same as 
Travel Association.. The word "Board'' immediately identifies 
it with something to do with the Government which is created 

:by the Government if the Minister is the one who is going to 
chair it as .1 hope he does. A Travel Association sounds very 
much like a Travel Agents Association which doesn't identify 
'itself with the general feeling of the tourist trade in . 
Gibraltar and -everybody else concerned with it. I think a 
Tourist Board is much more identifiable to the tourist trade 
than a Gibraltar Travel AssociatiOn, the grading of one is 
obviously much higher than. the other. I also believe that to 
build on something that has been defunct for so long and which 
obviously has not worked is much more difficult than to start 
afresh with a now idea, a new impetus, a new enthusiasm to 
meet the situation that is round the corner. The Chief Minister 
said it will not be done immediately, well, I obviously under-
Stand it taint be done immediately but I hope, that it won't 
take very. loeg beceese what the motion says thst if they are 
going to vote for it, it says it very clearly, "wit% a sense 
of urgency" Bed chat sense of urgency if they vote ae favour, 
I hope, Mr Speaker, will be maintained. It is really point-
less in my carrying on speaking because it looks to me as if 
the aoTernment is in agreement and the sooner we get through 
this tne better. 

Mr Speaker ;hen put the question in the terms of the Hon 
Major Psliza's motion, as amended, which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the motion was accordingly passed. 

299. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: HON P J ISOLL: 



rog A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker., I bava the honour tomove the motion stand ng in • 
my nc.me which reads: "This House welcomes the aeveet of the 
Gibraltar.  Sports Council, a Body fully representative of the 
various sporting associations, and calls 0A the Goverriment to 
encourage, support and foster the Gibraltar Sports Council," 
Mr Speaker,- when I Move this motion I had hoped to have the 
support of the Whole House but I much fear that I won't be 

'getting the support of the whole House, definitely I will not 
be getting it from the Minister for Snort. I believe the 
motion is worthy of support because of the actual content. - 
It says "the Sports Council, a Body truly representative." 
Well, when one considers that this Sports Council was setup 
by the sporttmen themselves and that the different associations 
voted for their own representatives on that Council, then one 
must admit that it is truly represented. Perhaps it is, Mr 
Speaker, because I have lived in the shadow of a dictatorship 
for so many years that I am always wary of-nominated bodies. 
I might be wrong but I am always wary of that and I much 
prefer to sec a genuine democratic election as this seems tO 
me to be the Case. Therefore, if we accept the first there 
should be no reason why Government should not encourage support 
and fotter the Gibraltar Sports Council, - As far balk as Mareh 
1950'i.  in answer to a question-by my Learned Friend the 
Honourable Mr Haynes, the Minister for Sport was at great 
pains to explain, to, this House that when we were presented with 
the: Sports Committee.-:it would be on the same lints as the 
Snorts Council in Great Boitain and that is that the members 
ofethe committee would 'oe appointed by hit. However, whereas 
in-:Gibraltar the Minister sits in tne Sports Committee, in 
England the Minister does not sit in the Sports Council. That 
is a pity becauts1 think that if he had followed the pattern 
in England fully we wouldn't find sport -or the idea of a 
committee in the shambles it is today. The DPBG's idea of the 
Sports Council, as we explained in our manifesto, is of- course 
at variance with the Government's idea. We believe that 
sportsmen should have a Minister for Sport and that the 
Minister for Sport should be there to see that no injustice irs.. 
dcne. He should be the court of appeal and that is why we 
welcome the Sports Council, it is. more or less what we had 
envisaged. As to the reasons for the birth of the'Sports 
Council this will come as I develop my argument. After month4 
of wseLting we do get' the birth of the Sports Committee. In 
fact,- it was still born because- it has died almost before its 
first breath aod the reason why this Sports Coo-r ttee has 
died appears t)e not because of the terms of reference cv.2 
the committee which were good enough and not for the com—
position of the Sports Committee because, in fact,•  as it ,has 
turned out most of the members of the 2ports Council were, 
members of the original Sports Committee. It is not a question 
of terms of reference or of reimposition. The reason why the 
Sports Committee has died before it could breathe is because 
the Minister did not accept the terms of.reference. The 
Minister was not prepared to take the advice of this Committee 
which bringsme to the question of the charges which the 
Government  
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MR SPEAKEP: 

That is:something .that I must -call your attention to. We 
are not going to discuss the question of charges uni6r the 
guise of vecoming the Gibraltar Sports Council, and that is 
all that :lea motion does. You are entitled to comment as to 
whether charges should or should not be made and whether this 
is a matter to be dealt with but let us not go into the 
intricacies of the charges. 

HON A T LODDO: 

I wasn't going to go into that, I was just going to point out 
that the question of the charges which is the bone of con—
tention has been the' reason why the Sports Committee did not 
get off the ground primarily. There again, on the question of 
the charges, which we try to equate with the United Kingdom, 
the reasons why we have the charges is because we try to 
equate with the United Kingdom. In Gibraltar we are at the 
moment under siege -conditions which puts us immediately at a 
Cis-advantage certainly with the United Kingdom and in a 
different light. In Gibraltar we have no plaelng fields, open 
areas like we do get in the United Kingdom so, again, we are . 
at a disadvantage and in Gibraltar we only have ehe one 
Sports Centre, so we antain are at a disadvantage. In fact, it 
is thanks to the Services in great part that we have a stadium 
in Gioralter today. In the AACR manifesto we were promised 
encouragement of sport. I cannot reconcile that with the 
fact that boxing, for example, which is one of the up and coming 
sports, one of the most popular sports -in Gibraltar today and 
a sport in which, together with hockey, Gibraltar is making 
a name for itself, boxing is penalised by having to pay 355; 
of its gate money to Government and possibly this is part of 
the encourageEent that we were promised. There is another 
interesting point and that is the question of the use of the 
Sports Stadium by school children, again another source of 
friction. We must not forget that the condition of the 
building of the Sports Centre was that it would cater about 
55550 for children and yet children using the Sports Centre 
cannot use the changing room and cannot use the showers al—
though the Boys Comprehensive School has insufficient rooms 
and showers. In fact, the Victoria Stadium should give 
priority to the children. And again the question of charges 
cross up because children can use it in the iornings free and 
yet i thee want to play in the afternoon they would be dterged. 
Of course, being the only Sports Centre, I suppose it is easy 
t-) say: "I need money and therefore I charge." It is like a 
business il you are the only one with  

MR SPEAKER: 

I am going to have'to stop you again because we are now 
deviating from the motion. 
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HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, the question of the Sports council cannot have 
core as a surprise to the Minister. The surprise is that 
the Sports Committee hasn't resigned already, 

 
In fact, I. suspect that,. when the Minister nominated his Sports 
Stommittee_hs-was hoping for a rubber stamp Committee and he 
must have been disappointed. I believe that we should welcome 
the advent of the Sports Council, as being truly representative 
because it does represent over 12 or ,13 different sporting 
associations, The Minister should welcome it as well andehe • 
should let the Sports Council get on with the job. I knew. 
that the Minister who has managed to atay.51eyears as the 
Minister for Housing will, of course, not, be alereed at being 
called a spoilsport. I am afraid-that is what le is being 
called now. I think, Mr Speaker, thatethe Minister should let 
the Sports Council get on with the job and he should play 
.Solomon. Thank you, Yr Speaker, I commend my, motion to this 
House. 

- . 
Mr Speaker proposed the ques;Idn in the terms of, the:Hon A T 
Ledlo's motion. 

THE HOUSE RECESSED A± 1.05 p.m. 

THE HOUSE RESUMED AT 3.15 p.m. 

Honourable limber has done, he himself is acting against what 
I would any he is against the interest of sport in general in 
Gibraltar. I listened very carefully to the eery brief 
contribution that ne made in moving his motion and I was very 
surpriSed,.Mr Speaker, to find that he gave the House no 
information as to who the Sports Council is. He gave no 
information at all of who this body is and yet he brings a 
motion to the House and he has the audacity to ask Members of 
the House to vote in favour of this motion. The motion reads: 
"This House welcomes the advent of the Gibraltar Sports Conncil", 
about, which I say, Mr. Speaker, he has given no information at 
all. "A body truly representative of the various sporting 
aasociatibis." Well, is it, I don't know, "and calls on the.  
Government to encourage, support and sponsor the Gibraltar 
sports Council." rwould have liked for the Honourable Mover 
of this motion to have tdid the House what will the Sports 
Council do. How is the Sports Council constituted? Is It 
iroperly constituted? Have they got a set number of rules? 
Hive they got. a written constitution to which the members 
nebcribe to? Hat the constitution been otraWn up formally? 
What powers wish this Sports Council have? What are its intent-
ions? What 'ere its terms of reference? Who are the members of 
this Sports Ueuncil I don't know, 

EON AT LODL') 

MR SPEAKER: 
_ . 

Gentlemen,:I will remind. the House that we are now on the, 
motion moved by: the Honourable Mr Anthony'Loado in respect of 
the Sports.Council. 

HON J B PEREZ:  

If 'lee Ionouraele Member will giVe way. There area number of' 
thinge on which I would like to answer him. 

MR SPEAKER: 

You will have the right to reply. 

HON A. T L0DDO 
:. must say that' the first impresSion that I,was given on first 
reading this particular motion that has been put in by the . 
Honourable Mr Loddo was that I said .to myself, here you have a 
motion which was in fact praising the Government but then, Mr 
Sneaker, when read it over a second time the penny dropped 
and •said to myself: ."I know what Mr Loddo's intention 
behind this Particular motion is." I think,the intention of 
the mover has been made very clear, 'when he spoke this morning • . 
in Moving the motion- before. the House. I.Rduld say,..-Mr Speaker,. 
that the mover's intention clearly is not enlyeto.undermine•the 
Sports Committee which has been set up by the Minister, but, it 
is also his intention to undermine the Minister himself.' i 
think there can be no doubt about that after listening to the 
contribution rhich he made this morning. I .find, Mr Speaker, 
that it is indeed regrettable that Mr Loddo, theTEhadow. 
Minister.  for Sport, should have decided to embark on this 
paetiqular course of action, that is, to undermine the very 
recently formed Sports. Committee, which after all the -
Opposition has been pressing for quite some time.. I say so 
because I believe that by embarking On this action, as the 

I did say who the members of the Sports Council are. If he 
had be:n paying attention he would have found out. 

MR ,iPIAKER: 

May I ask;  because I hove been given notice of an amendment. 
Is there each a. thing now constituted in Gibraltae AS the 
Gibraltar Sports Council% 

HON A T 

In fact, I believe there is. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Dees it exist under the particular nomenclature of the 
Gibraltar Sports Council?- 
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HON A T LO.DO: 

Yes,. Ur Speaker. 

1R spEArem: 

That is what I wanted to know. 

HON J B PE.RBZ: 

The point I was going to make, .Mr.Speaker; in a way was really 
.coroborated by the question you yourself put which is what I 
was trying to obtain from the Honourable Mover of the motion. 
And I carry on asking him questions. .What support does this 
so-called Sports Council enjoy in Gibraltar? He hasn't told us. 
And, -finally, who do they really represent? All these questions, 
Mr Sneaker, I feel, at least the information should have been 
put "orwaad  by the actual mover of the.  motion. I know he tries. 
to be baler in his-abatributions but he gave the House no 
information and yet he is asking us to vote in favour of thae 
motion. I have only been in the House for 4 years'but it is 
indeed a very strange precedent for a Member to put a motiaa, 
to the House and not give any information as to the com-
position of the body, who its .members are, what he intend to , 
daaad yet aak - the House to Vote in favour. I askayself; --
haw can any Member of the House vote in•favoureof this 
oaetieular motion since the Honourable Mr Loddo has in fact • 
net given us any information on it at all? On the other 
hand, Mr Speakeritthis House is well aware of the Sports 
COmmittee which-haa'been properly constituted and. set up by my 
Honourable Colleague Mr Zatmitt, the Minister for Sport.. We 
all have information about this committee, we know what its 
terms - of reference are, it has'been debated before in the 
House and, in fact-it has beeh asaed for by Members opposite. 
I would say, to sum up, that what this Spores 3ommittee does 
is in fact, after the House of Assembly votes money for sport, 
the Committee are told: "You have amount, you decide to 
which associations or to which teams you are going to give. 
that money and you decide how much each particular association 
is 'aping to get." Mr Speaker, after a21, the Honourable Mr 
Zameitt, the Minister for Sport, has beet, criticised on many 
occasions, not only by the Opposition of this House of Assembly 
but-the previeus Opposition, he has been criticised aecause 
they were saying and accusing him of taking it onlia own 
shoulders to decide who was getting the money zal how much 
each team got., Now you have a situation whereby ve all knoW 
what the Sports Committee is and yet Mr :aoddo now seeks - to 
bring a motion asking us to accept a Stors Council Which I 
say I have hardly ever heard of. Let me remind the Honourable 
Mover that I am not' only a sportsman by name but I am a 
practising. sportsman because I participate in several sports 
in Gibraltar even today and I belong to eaite a number of local 
well known sporting associations like the Gibraltar Hockey 
Association, the Gibraltar Squash Rackets Club which I have 
been a member'ef and a year ago'I was a member of the 
Gibraltar Football Association so I know what I am talking  

aaout because I practise sport in Gibraltar, I am not just a 
spectator. As I said, Mr Speaker, the function Of the Sports 
committee is very clear. But there is one thing I would like 
to remark on and possibly this is where the Hatourable Mr 
Zammitt may not be in total agreement with and this is why I 
feel it is indeed regrettable that Ur Loddo should have put 
this motion. As a practising sportsman that I am myself I 
feel that a Sports Council which may come about purely on the 
sporting angle, could very well work hand in hand with the 
recognised Sports Committee which has been set up by my 
Honourable Colleague Mr Zammitt and I am going to give some 
examples to the House of some grey areas where I feel that 
another body, apart from the Sports Committee which will deal 
with monies voted by the House of Assembly can be of use to ' 
sport in general in Gibraltar. The first example or the first 
reason why I think this body could beset up properly is be-
cause it would liaise with associations at present existing in 
Gibraltar. We would do away with friction between the 
Gibraltar Hockey Association and the Gibraltar Football 
Association and let me inform the House that there is friction 
between associations in Gibraltar, there is no doubt about 
that. Also, Mr Speaker, I think it would be useful to have a 

,body of all different sporting associations purely for . 
saoatiag reasons in which they could make arrangements 'to have 
metehes against, let us say, visiting naval ships. The present 
position today is that as soon as a ship comes in the foot-
ballers try and get a match with them, the squash players try 
to get a game with theca audit is completely haphazard. If all 
the sporting associations in Gibraltar had another committee • 
to deal with this matter I think it would be good for sport 
bdcause all these matches could be arranged by them. 

HON W T SCOTTt 

Mr Speaker, if the Honourable Member will give way. As far 
as I understand it the Gibraltar Sports Committee which the 
Honourable Minister instituted does not have that function, it 
is not under its terms .of reference the question of allocation 
of any ground, let.aloae the. Stadium or USOC. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

The point, I am tying to make, Mr Speaker, is that one thing 
the recognised Sports nommi:;tee which was set up ay the 
Miliste7 aaich will- handle the financial side, th,i money 
voted it tee House,• apart from other terms of reference which 
I am sure the Honourable Minister for Sport will outline to 
the House later on during the debate. The point I am trying 
to make is that it is regrettable that Mr Loddo should have 
moved the motion as he has. done today because I honestly 
believe theta Sports Council, or call it what you may, can 
work closely with the Sports Committee and I am trying to 
highlight certain grey areas which I think if associations gat 
together purely as a matter of sport, we are not talking about 
financial commitments at the moment, it would foster sport in 
Gibraltar. .Another example could be when clubs from the 

• 
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United Kingdom come over to participate in sport in Gibraltar. 
I have met throughout the years different representatives of 
these clubs and I have talked to them, about other sports, let 
us say a fdOtball team comes over or a cricket teats- and'I am 
a keen squash player and they say: Wff5 didn't know you played 
squash in Gibraltar, if we had knoWn this perhaps we could have 
brought a team along." That is where a Sports Council, '4 
think, could be very useful, in that aspect: That is anothei4  
element where I think it could work hand in hand. Another 
example could be, Mr Speaker, on tho question of arranging 
block bookings in MOD sporting premises. I know, as a fact, 
that the way it works today is that some associations do better 
than others for the simple reason that the Secretary of a part—
icular association may have better relationships with, let us 
say, the person who is in charge of sport at Rooke. This is 
why I think an association of all sporting bodies could be 
useful in Gibraltar. But, Mr Speaker, what I canaot agree is with 
the actual mOtich presented by Mr Loddo. I honestly believe 
that the intention behind this motion isoto:undermine the.  
Sports Committee. We know what the Sports Committee is. We 
know what it does. But Mr Loddo has not told, us whether the, 
Sports Council has been properly formed or what its intentiors 
are. When I tried to outline where I think it could work head. 
in hand with the Sports Committee is my own idea. I ,don't know 
what the Soorts Council, If there is one, Would do. These ere 
only my saggestJors but as the notion stands I hor.estly cannat 
see how any memteTo including members of, the Opposition 
belonging to the DPBG000n Mr Loddo's performance this morning, 
can honestly subscribe and vote in favezr of this. 

EON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I think the Minister is less than fair to say that 
my Honourable Friend Mr Loddo is coming out with this notion 
with the sole object of undermining the position of the 
Minister. If that is the way the Government tlins6 of all the 
things that the Opposition tries to do that is a sort of bias 
and obsession in the minds of all the Ministers it.is really 
not going to be either in the interest of the good government 
of Gibraltar or in - the.  interest of their successful own • - 
personal departments because that is not the case. Ltaink 
that it is obvious that all is not well in tie sporting world 
to Gibraltar, one does not need to live here all the time to 
know that and I think the Minister him3elf.who just spoke o 
referred to that, he accepts that there are contradtctions 
within the sporting associations and between the sporting 
associations. In fairness to my.  Honourable Friend I th!.o'c what 
he is trying to do is t9 see if there is a lay of trying to 
bring some harmony in the sporting world in 4ibraltar for the 
benefit of all concerned. I think the very essense of sport 
is fair play. If we haven't - got fair play in the administration 
of sport or if people don't think that they have fair play, 
if people don't feel that there is fair play in the sporting 
world then I think it is not in the interest of anybody in 
Gibraltar who is interested in sport and above all, I think, 
it is not in the interest of the Minister that that should carry 
on. We, as a party, formulated a policy which again was stated 
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in o'ir manifesto under the heading "Sport and Education"' and 
for the benefit of the Minister I think we dedicated 6i long 
lines to sport. To Education we dedicated 12 lines and to 
sport aboot half of that. Not because the propertions As like 
that does it mean of yOUrSe that we attach double the import—
ance to education thee oe attach to sport obviously but just 
to relieve his thinking there is a limit to what you can put 
in the manifesto as they well know by their own manifesto, 
at least ours is very clear and people can read it. 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going to discuss Party Manifestoes. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I will not carry on with the manifesto but I would make the 
pOint, Mt Speaker, that it is not 'something that has been 
_produced out of the hat. 

MR STE; 

de are talking about whether we want to welcome the advent of 
the qibraltar Sports Council. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

There haVe been accusations that the reasen why we are . 
introducing this motion is to undermine the position of the 
Ministe? And I want to make clear that that is not the case and 
to put•oy case I have to bring out the evidence. I am just 
trying to produce the evidence. The evidence is clear, it is 
there. 

HON A J CA.NEPA. : 

If the Honourable Member will give way. Prom this. side we 
ttidept that their manifesto is always better than ours, they 
seem to have ilore money to lavish on it but it still doesn't 
make any difIerenco, we still beat them. 

HON MAJOR R J MM..: 

Thu.re r.re many other reasons why, Mr Speaker, one is because 
they ao not allow people to stand for election. 

• MR SPEAKER: 

• Order. Let us get down to the subject of the motion. 
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• HON M K PEATHERSTONE: 

Honour=able Mr Loddo say -they were the sane people in 
the„CounciI that were in the Committee? 

ROI MAYOR .R 3 PELIZA: 

I aon't know whether they are the same people or not. 

'MR SPEAKER: 

You 'will not •give way again. 

HON MAJOR. 3Z J PELIZA: 

HON MAJOR R J .PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, to me it is obvipus that if we are gong to haveaa 
representative body, I don't like the word 'committee' because 
straightaway it downgrades the status of the body. Perhaps 
even if the Minister doesn't agree with the•moticn he might 
agree,  to change the name. Committee, Mr. Speaker, is not really 
representative of a wide ranging responsibility in which all 
sport is represented. It is like:a forum, its a little house 
of Asseabla, you might say, in miniature, dedicated for that 
but imagine, Mr Speaker, if in a House of Assembly instead 
of having representatives here who were truly representative 
in this instance, of the different interests, instead of that 
we had people nominated to it, immediately you would think that 
that is colonialism or dictatorship. Therefore, Mr Speaker, 
the whole essenceef my Honourable Friend trying to introduce 
this change, my Friend obviously is talking of a Council the 
constitution of which is going to be completely different to. 
the one that exists today in the same manner, Mr Speaker, if 
I may say so, that I was suggesting an Advisory Board earlier 
today instead of the Gibraltar Travel Association. . 

It is basically the principle behind it that we are thinking 
about and no doubt my friend will be able I think to develop 
in greater detail later on.. My purpose of rising, Mr.  Speaker, 
is not to goainto the details because that obviously is up to 
my Honourable Friend to do but just to try and coavfrce the 
Government of.ene'point that was made by the previoas speaker 
on the Gevernment side that the whole idea of this aotacn being 
introduced into the House was to undermiaa the position of the 
Minister. That I categorically, say-is not the intention.. In 
fact, theintention is to strengthen sport in Gibraltar,. the 
intention is to strengthen the position of the Minister. Who 
knows, in a couple of years time we may well be on the other a 
side of the House and we 'want to make sure that if we do take,: 
over, the fonndations of that Ministry are in a. strong position. 
Therefore, Mr Speaker,./ think the Honourable Mr Brian Perez. 
is very mistaken if that is the view he takes and I hope he 
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never again, when accepting a situation, instead of giving 
the benefit of the doubt, condemns the other side without 
even hearing the case. I think that as a lawyer he should know 
better, 'h. - Speaker. I say to the Minister and the Government 
to try and see this thing in an impartial way, netato be 
biased against an idaa that I. think is well intended. Someone 
has get to plant the seed, the seed is planted here, it Spreads, 
it goes out and graduallya Mr Speaker, popular opinion begins 
to precs, that is democracy then it has. an influence with 
Goveriaent and then perhaps the Minister may change his mind. 
We can do no more than plant the seed for the good of snort 
in Gibraltar, for the good of the Minister, for the good of the 
future of.sporting activities in Gibraltar. I think the 
suggestion of my Honouraole Friend is a very laudable one and 
I hope that, above all, that whatever views they may have they 
will not attribute ill inteptiona, to the suggestion because 
then I think really it is not being progressive or objective 
or, I think, fair play. 

• 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaktr, Sir, first and foremost I must say to the 
gonourable and Gallant Major Peliza that I am convinced that 
he ioesn'tkaow what he is talking about. completely and 
utterly convinced that he hasn't 'got a clue of what he is 
saying and I am more convinced as I said in. my intervention 
the other day, more convinced that the DPBG do not discuss the 
Agenda of the House before they come here. None of them seem 
to know exaotly what each other is talking about. Mr Speaker, 
first and foremost, I must refer to a few historical facts on 
the Sports Council, Sports Committee etc. At question time, 
Sir, before the Opposition decided to leave the other day,• 
the Honourable Mr Gerald Restaao urged my colleague Mr Brian 
Perez why he didn't have a family planning unit because in 
England hospitals have family planning units. -The Honourable 
and Learned Leader of the Opposition asked the Honourable 
Financial Secretary why he didn't consult the Customs and Excise 
in Britain with reference to a question about Waterport Pass—
enger Arrival Terminal. Well, Mr Speaker, for once this side 
of the House has taken heed of the constant requests from 
the DPBG, I can never get the initials right. 

HON P ISOLA>: 

Mr Speaker. if the Honourable Member will give way. The 
initials rather shorter than the GLP/AACR. 

HON :1 J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I have said, that introduction because members may 
feel that they have nothing at all to do with the Gibraltar 
Sports Council or with anything else on the motion. Sir, I 
have a letter here from the British Sports Council and I would 
remind the Honourable Mr Loddo and the Honourable and Gallant 
Major Peliza, particularly Major Peliza, that when he goes 
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back to England he might like to tell the Minister far Sport 
of England that he is a dictator and that the British Sports 
Minister is also a great believer in colonialism beceuoe the 
Sports Council •correspondence to me said: "The temberS,are 
appointed by the Minister fur Sport" - that's colenialism pad 
that is dictatorship.. I have nominated members to the Sprits 
Committee. New_Mr-Speaker, you yourself Sir asked the es:eat/on, 
-have we a-Siorta Council in Gibraltar? Mr Speaker, there is 
nothing to atopeme tomorrow changing the word "committee" to 
"Council". It would not be so good because in questions asked 
by the Opposition over the past months,: and I say the past 
months I will beegoin&furthereback later on in my tontributi.on, 
the reason why I did not call this a Council is because the 
advice we received is that members appdinted should not haVe 
any direct interest with any sporting associatice, Mr Speaker, 
'now we are different because the-Gibraltar Gcrserneent which 
owns the Victoria Stadium can only make ourselves responsible 
far the users of the Victoria Stadium because as a Minister 
for Sport I have no power whatever to interfere with the 
Royal Yacht Club, the Sandpits Lawn Tennis Club, it isn't mine, 
I cannot tell anybody what to do even on cycling because we 
do net provide cycling activities, or motor cycling facilities, 
bate  Mr Speaker, in .1976 the Government was told that we should 
'at up a Victoria Stadium Sports,Conteol Board and that was'. 
brought, Mr Speaker, by the Honourable Mt Xiberras.wha aad, 
may I say, a very active sporting interest and we deeided that ' 
to. have a Victoria Stadium sports body or control beard was 
because :there apoeared to be discententapengst the associations 
using the Victoria Stadium and I think it ie no secret, there 
are members here who have sporting intertsts, that football 
said thatthere should btN.nO cricke•tet the Victoria Stadium. 

1 SPEAKER:, 

You'are'quite entitled to say that there were differencea, 
but let us not go into details of the differences. 

HON H 3 ZAMITITT: 

I won't go into the differences. Thete were differences 
between the GZA and the Cricket Association, there were 
differences between the Gibraltar Football Association and the 
athletes using tle track around. There were differences between. 
hcckey. and football and Mr Xiberreste a degree was rie.t. 
If we were to have•a Control BOardnbecause accusations Were 
nave against management' and I could accept that Management • 
could have been wrong but the troable was that every associat-
ion was complaining purely because they wanted, and . rightly so, 
more and more facilities a-id we just couldn't cater. So it • 
was. agreed that we should set up 'a committee that would have 
interest in the running of the Stadium to see for theMselves 
that it was not the manager. or the Minister who did not want 
to grant-more allocations but to see for themselves. the .. 
difficulties and we formed aSnorts Advisory Committee and 
things began to quieten dean., Mr Speaker, later on, since 
1976, there has' been talk of a Sports 0ounail•Snd•no one 
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could heve stopped me, Mr Speaker, from haVing called the 
committee which I nominated on instructions from the British 
Spors c'euncil, a Committee and not a Council or I could call 
it' a Board ii the.Honourable and Gallant Major reel's that the 
word 'Board' is better than committee, I could change it 
tomorrow. But I cannot see the logic of having to have support 
for a Sports Council particularly the way that the Honourable 
Mr Loddo has put in this motion because he does not disagree 
With the terms of reference that the Sports Committee which 
was constituted recently has and that is; "To advise the 
Government on the improvement of sporting facilities in 
Gibraltar,-  generally; to receive and consider representations 
from spoeting organisations in Gibraltar with a view to such 
Improvements and, to consider and advise the Minister for 
Sport on applications for financial assistance from sporting 
organisations." Mr Speaker, the members were appointed by me 
and in fact it was published in the Gibraltar Gazette of the.  
11th of September. Way back since 1976 we have been in 
correspondence over this matter and we were advised not to 
call it a Council because, and I think members will agree, it 
is very difficult in Gibraltar tc find 11 or 12 men or 7 or 8 
people who would be prepared to serve in a Sports Council but 
who have no interest in sport. The advice was that because 
we could find peonle who.have an interest in sport and who are 
the main and general usere of-the Victoria Stadium instead of 
calling ourselves a Council, and I have no objection to calling' 
ourselves t Council or a Board or anything else, and that is 
the reason why we.did not select the word "Council." But I 

'.ell the Hon Member there is nothing legally to stop me 
tomorrow changing my Committee to the Gibraltar Sports Council 
and if that pleases him I will do so accordingly. 

Mr Speaker, having nominated them the way that it is done in 
Britain, not _calling myself a Council because Britain says that 
they should be completely and utterly divorced from sport and 
have no interest, I fail to understand, particularly from an 
integrationist Opposition how they can now suggest that we 
should have a Sports Council contrary to the constitution of 
the Sports Council in Britain. So much for the setting up of 
our CoMmittee. I do not think I have to. mention names, but the 
peopme nominated by me to serve in this Committee were people 
who have served either previously in the Committee set up to 
coaeider financial applications, or people who are either 
presidents, chairman or committee members of all the associat-
ions using the Victoria Stadium and you cannot go further than 
giving every association there the right to express their views 
or to bring their.vieNS to the attention of the Minister. 
There Could be no fairer play than that. I Cannot see the 
logic behind the Hon Mr Loddo's argument that this committee 
of mine died. I have not received a single resignation from 
any memter of the Sports Committee. I cannot see his argument 
because he. himself admitted that it was not because I had 
.nominated, 'it was not because he was not happy with the terns 
of referenCe, yet out of the people that I nominated three or 
four of then are on the Sports Council so they cannot have 
been rubber stamp men as hp suggested because we are really 
talking of the same body, Virtually the same people. I 
noted that you stopped the Eon Member when he mentioned the 
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question of charges aad I will not argue Onarges.at-all but.. 
I do not think it is fair that the „Hon Member should say that, 
for instance, boxing has to may 255.._Mr•Speaker, I will- • • 
remind.  the Eon Meeber, in case he has_ been ie.-el- mei, that, 
boxing eakes 75% of their takings and Government canes 25% and 
when.  We have boxing at the Stadium..1 shall tel:Lhil fez' his 
sporting interest that we have tc-paralyee the Hail the day 
before the tournapent, the day of the tournament. anal the .day 
imMediately- aftee the toUrnament.soethe. Hall comes to an ab-: 
solute atom because we. have to prepare the Hallethe.day before 
for the:actual-botts and the subsequent diseantiing. Mr.. 
Speaker, although we are told constantly that we should doe 
everythingehdeconsult everything.  with the United Kingdom- ind 
get -all -the advice from the United Kingdom, in t.17,is case we • 
have done it and new we are told we should not do it, it ahould 
be a la DPBG, it must be their way on this occasion. Mr 
Speaker, the fact that Gibraltar is under siege conditions, 

.which is the pcint which the Hon Member made earlier on in his 
original contribution, and because we are diffetent because we 
only, have one Victoria Stadium or one national playing field, 
we have One eennis club in Gibraltar, we have one yacht club 
in Gibraltar,. it does hot mean to say because we have onenene, 
I will remind members opposite that if any of them are under 
the illusion that every 25,000 inhabitants of an area in 
Britain have a Sports. Centre within a 25 mile melee, they, are 
utterly mistaken and they may have to travel miles before they 

-can get anythere to any sporting. facility of equivalent stand-
ard to the.VictoriaStadium. The fact that they have fields 
and they can play sport eeeindisputable, Mr Speaker, but: the 
kind of facilities that the Victoria Stadium provides-Is not 
under any aek tree or under any wJalow tree in any field. The 
feat that the Hon -Major Pelize said that he accepted that'

. 
  

there were differences between the associations is precisely 
why the. Gibraltar Snorts Committee was constituted i.e. to 
bring them together so that they can see for themselves the 
difficulties- and iftheyewant to argee one way or the other, 
Gcd -be with them and bless them, it Ia nothing at all to do with. 
the Einister. We have facilities to 'offer and it'is up to 
the but what we cannot allow is that when Government does 
something; Somebody shoots off and form themselves into a 
committee which can do no more than duplicate what is already 
provided for under a properly constituted Committee. That 1.1., 
Yr Speaker, what I call a la Beltran and I think Members kro' 
who I am referring to, commonly referred'to as 3d GarCia ana 
Jim Garcia. 

HON P 

I think that is totally uncalled for. 

HON H JZAYMITT: 

It may be uncalled for but I am saying it, Mr Speaker. 
Probably you yourself,' Mr Speaker, may think I am talking 
absolute rubbish because you are not aware oC.  Ooat I am talking 
shout but I think members opposite know what I am talking about. 

312. 

Aft SPEAKER.: 

I would newer darJ ezpresa an opinion as to what I hear in this 
. House. 

HCN t J ZAMWITT: 

: take your point, Mr Speaker, but I-think members know who I 
am referring to. Mr Speaker, I am not going to tolerate 
anybody crying not to discredit me personally because I was 
looking through Hansard since I have been in this House in 
1972 and I note with disgust and shame that the Opposition, of 
course I am not blaming this present Opposition of which only 
two membera 

MR SPEAKER: 

Rot:ling that happens in this House is disgusting because I 
would not allow that. 

liCN H T  KAMMITT: 
• • 

No, Sire. T'sald tha'; was disgusted. I felt greet shame con-
sidering the importune that is attached to sport and yet-since 
1972 to 1976 only two questions on sport were asked by the 
Opposition and that is there to be checked, Mr Speaker. In 
the question we have had recently es to why doesn't Government 
form a Sports COuncel, when we do it we are told, no, it is 
wrong and we are told to give our blessing to a breakway group. 
Therefore, Mr Speaker,- every time we do.something we are wrong. 
,Here is a blatant case, if ever there was one, of doing things 
through the advice of the United Kingdom Sports Council and now 
it is labelled dictatorship-and colonialism. I wonder, Mr 
Speaker, if I had nominated- other members into this committee 
if this motion would be here today. I wonder if I would have 
selected somebody else instead of the Chairman of the Gibraltar 
Football Association, I would have this motion here today but 
I selected and nominated people whom I consider not to be yes 
men. 'In fact, it is no secret Chat one of the members there 
is a - ery strong supporter of the Opposition. I did it with 
full anowledge of that, Mr Speaker, but there is no logic at 
al". In .he Opposition trying to bring a motion here for this 
Bo's„ to ;iVe its blessing to a Committee or a Council as my 
Hon Friend very rightly'said whose terms of reference we do not' 
'crow s  nor do we know who they are or what is their constitution. 
1 did not call it a Council. As the Hon Mr Load° mentioned in 
his contrilmtion this morning I have constantly referred in 
answers to questions to the word "Committee" and the advice 
from England was that we should be a Committee nnd act a 
Council but if Hon Members feel that I should change .the word 
then I will do what they want me to do, say no to the Advisory 
Sports lommittee and call myself a Sports Council and - then, I 
am sure, I shall have the blessing of the Opposition. Yr 
Speaker, let me .assure Hon Members on the other side-that I • • 
have no difficulty at all, in getting onvith.the members of my 
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Committee. Despite the fact that those members may express the 
vide or vieesof their associations individually, those- members 
ale'four'sqeere behind me. Although I enowethey are preedede  
by their associations on a particular issue those meihers are'. 
four square behind ce. 

Mr -Speaker, I think the Hon Member will be ,..- eased.toehearthat 
I intend to submit ateamendment and it is aot that I am going 
to cross every word out after "this House". In fact, 1:am .  
going to add to hisemotion and I am sure that . for .the benefit, 
of Gibraltar and for •the good of sport I will.be able tovhaVe • 
their support. Therefore, Sire wish to move an amendment as 
follows:- To delete-the word.•"cOuncil" wherevereit. appears. 
and to aubstitutethe•wOrd "committee"therefor and to addthe, 

• words immediately after "associations" on the third line 
"making use of the Victoria Stadium"; 

MR SPEAKER: 

I am not quite sure that the amendment is in.ordera May •I say • 
that in so far as the second part of the amendment,most 
certainly, but if there is a motion befpre the House to welcome 
she advent of a particular body which exists in Gibraltar, 
then I am not quite sure that it is in order to ameed the motion 
to the'extent- that'it may be welcoming another body which . . 

.•existse-That is why I asked the Hon. Mover whether such a body 
as tha-Gibraltar Sports Council 

et3KAMMIT 

It CertainIy.doesr.ot exist legally, Sir..eTherceis no 
registration of i'Gibtaltae Sporta.Coutcil anywhere in , 
Gibraltar, wiaereas there is a registration of a btorts ConMittee 
in Gibraltar. 

HON T SCOTT: 

Onapoint of clarification, Mr Speaker, is there a legal 
requirement for a council of this nature to register itself? 

YR SPEAKER: 
y let it be said that"/ am not herefto advise on legal require-- 

meats. We might zak the Hon Attorney-General. 1: think tae 
answer is no but it is not, for me to say. • 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I thiek that it has formed itself and there it is but it has no 
Government recognition, if .it aeons anything, it is a self-
.constituted body of which there can be one every day. This is 
a free society, they can do what they like, but what they 
certainle caanot do. is get us to welcome them 5:e we do. not 
want to welcome them. 
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MR SPEAKER: 

I would be haepier ji you were to delete all'the words after 
"that" and then substitute them for whatever you like: May I 
reed-from Erek:me :,:ay on aeendments to questions. whici-. says: 
"The object -)f an amendment may be either to modify questions 
in such a way as to increase its acceptability or to present 
to ';he 'rouse • a different proposition as an alternative to the 
original question." By changing one word it does not improve 
its acceptability because we are talking about two different 
bodies. Is goes on: "The latter purpose may be effected by 
moving to. omit all or most of the words to the'question after 
the word "that" and to substitute in their place other words 
of a different import -provided, of course, it deals with the 
same topic and matter," and. it does because it is dealing with 
Sport in Gibraltar. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

If the words "Sports Council" are substituted by the words 
"Sporis Committee" it certainly makes it acceptable to the 
Government. 

MR SPEAKER,. 

I' must 'nut take..'int.o coneideration whether it is acceptable to 
the Government,. or. to the Opposition but whether it is accept-
able to beableeteeaehieveethecbject which is being sought. 
What is.  ieeing'sought in particular motien'is• to welcome 
one particular body. • 

I will then propose the amendment which is that the motion 
moved by the Hon Mr -20dd° should,be amended by the deletion of 
all the. words after "this House" and the substitution therefor 
o.' the following words: "welcomes the advent of the Gibraltar 
Sports Committee, a body truly representative of the various 
Sporting Associations making use of the Victoria Stadium, and 
calls on the Government to encourage, support and.foster the 
Gibraltar Sports Committee." 

HON A T LODJJO: 

Mr Speaker, Y am absolutely amazed because this, again is a self. 
cengratulaeoly motion patting themselves on the back for the 
sporting fiasco they now find themselves in. They have turned 

le;ion completely round to mean entirely and absolutely what 
it never was eatitled to mean. This is like something out of 
"Comedy Capers". . 

HON G T RESTANO: 

.Although I do not want to contradict my Hon Colleague, I am not 
amazed because I have seen this happen very often in this • 
House. If the Chief. Minister wants to speak let him get up and 
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Thank. you very-euCh. We will continue to amend motions to suit 
' the-policyAetthe-eacVernment and not the policy of the 

Opposition. I am very glad that he has reminded his new 
colleagues that this is the practice here. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I am glad about that statement of the Chief Minister but what 
I do mot agree with, Mr Speaker, is that the amended motion 
is not a truthful motion because it says that tee House 
welcomes the advent of a Gibraltar Sports Committee, a body 
truly representative, and I do not believe that in - any way Mr 
Zammitt's Sports Committee in the way that he has presented it,. 
is in any way truly representative o? tle whole of sp:rt. 

}.OTT H ZARMITT: 

1f -the - Hon Member will give way. I mentioned in Ly ertatribution 
that- I had no control 'over•the .Yacht Club and oteer private' ' 
etltbstehich aresporting clubs and .therefcre it is Pure3y 
beCause'the Government only, has and can ttly benefit.  through 
the enthusiasm and.the-  advice of this committee the facilities 
.that Government provides, they .are truly representative of the 
asSociatiOnSmakinguse of the Victoria Stadium and let me give 
you an instance. 

HCN-G T RESTANOt 

First of all, Ur Speaker, I was not aware that there was any 
representative of the Royal Gibraltar Yacht Club on either the 
Sports Council or the Sports Committee, why that point has. been 
brought up I think is quite irrelevant. 

SPEAKER: 

Let us not go round iascircles. ,The Minister has brought in . 
the Yacht Club and the other associations to show tee 
difference between the sporting associations that he is refer=-
ring to and those he is not. He is referring to sporting ' 
associaticnswhich make use of the Victoria Stadium. . 

HON G T REZTANO 

My contention is that the motion is not a truthful motion 
because it does not really represent the realities of what we 
are discussing. Be says, in his amendment, that the Spprts 
Committee iSta body truly representative of the various sporting associations an I do'not think that is true. If r!  

may, Mn Sneaker, I will spcsk_on the amendment and the motion 
and T shall not speak again. What my Hon Friend Mr, Loddo was 
trynn say in his motion, and I think it was an absolutely 
corneet stntement„the way that the motion was originally 
presented, was that the Sports Council was the true reflection 

what sportsmen wanted in Gibraltar, not Mr Zammitt's Sports 
Committee, Mr Zammitt's Sports Committee was not elected by 
anybody otner than himself it was appointed by himself whereas 
the Sports Council which the Hon Mr Loddo mentioned in his motion 
was elected not by a few people, it was elected by all the users 
of the Victoria Stadium. In the case of Yr Zammitt's ccmmittee, • 
he personally- appointed not the people whom the different types .  
of spert3 wanted. to have representing them, he appointed' those. 
he theegnt should be representative of those associations and 
those different sport's. I think I heard objections to the 
undietatorial and eo on but this is dictatorial and we have had 
this out in this HouSe before, Mr Zammitt, when he declared 
that he was going to appoint this committee, said that he would 
not be prepared for the different sporting associations to app—
oint thier members, he wanted the right and he insisted on the 
right to appoint whom he wanted so that if there was somebody 
on a particular committee of one particular sport that he did 
not like ald he thought that that association might appoint 
this member, he was not going to allow that, he was going to 
appoint the person that 70c wanted. So that for hm to say 
today that te Sports Committee is a body truly reeeesettative 
of the vaitcIs sporting associations is, to me, a complete 
misnoner. It is not correct at all. What is correct is what 
ha e ten formed out of Mr.Zammitt'S forming a Sports Committee 

that was that the Sports Committee appointed did not agree 
with the Minister, did not agree with his policies, perhaps, 
and they upcided that they would form a really and truly 
representative body of sport. 14any more associations have been 
represented and have voted in favour of this Sports Council 
than the ones that. Mr Zammitt called in. But what does he say? 
He says, who are they, who is this Sports Council? I rely on 
my Hon Friend, Mr Loddo who I am sure will be able to say how 
many sports associations are included in the Sports Council and 
they have all - been elected by their members, all using the 
Victoria Stadium, the GFA, the Gibraltar Hockey Association, 
tne Squash Racquets Club, the Basketball, the Volleyball and 
I could mention the whole lot, I think it is about 13 or 14, 
certainly many more than what the Hon Mr Zammitt took into 
account when he formed his Sports Committee, a.Sports Committee 
which he says is representative and a Sports Committee which in 
fact, frrm what I ga.lier, is on the point of rem: going from 
that Committee because they do not agree with tno policies of 
the Sports Minister 1)enause he will not take their advice. 
Just tic other points that I would like to mention, and that is 
that the Minister for Sport said that between 1972 and 1976 
there had been little consideration for sport. I was not 
in the House in those, days, I was: not in the House with the 
IWBP Government, but what I do know is that the first Govern—
ment in Gibraltar, whoever instituted a Minister for Sport, was 
the Government of Major Peliza, not the Government of Sir 
.Joshua Hassan who had been in this House for many years. 

ask to speak and I will certainly give way. 

HON CHIZP MINITTER: 
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staees: "To consider applications for financial assistance 
from sporting associations." If I might go a bit - further in 
explaining that. If the committee is only composed. of sports 
making. use of the Stadium and some sports have to 2lay outside 
the Stadium, like table tennis, darts, etc, these sports will 
not be represented in that committee and when they come up 
annually to ask for financial assistance they will have nobody 
representing their interests.within that committee. 

That is my point, Mr Speaker. 

HON MAJOR R J PHLIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I am very sorry to see that the Minister, knowing 
that there is a conflict in the sporting world here, knowing 
that this was an excellent opportunity to have used states—
manship and introduce an amendment which would bring about 
soma kind of compromise which is wnat democracy is all about, 
no one can always have his can way, the Opposition very seldom 
has its own way as we all know, simply because there is no 
sense of compromise. This is the essence of good government 
particularly if we are .trying to resolve the kind of clash. • 
that today exists in the spprting world when there are in fact 
two difi'erent bodies trying to. bomplete with each other .in the 
snorts activity. I would have thought, Mr Speaker, and I can 
see now why certainly I and I am sure my colleagues will not 
lb ellato accept this amendment, there is no intention what—
seever.of tring to find some reconciliation in this amend—
menta It does awayewith "council" and puts "committee", 
reduces it.downto makinguse of-the Victoria Stadium and 
therefore he doesn't realise what is required. in Gibraltar, 
and this was the whole essence Of the difference of his approach 
to sport and the, approech of the Opposition, is the need to 
bring seoring activities into unison in some way or another, 
into 'common effort, into some coordination and this carrot be 
done'just by having a little committee to run the Victoria 
Stadium. After all, sport in Gibraltar is absolutely vital in 
the conditions teat we area In fact, one of the reasons why 
T instituted a Minister to look after sport was because in the 
,anfined way that we are living in Gibraltar sport is absolutely 
'essential, The Minister has a very, very responsible job. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

If the Hon Member will give way on a point of clarification. 
The Ministry was called Recreation and Education, rot Sport. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Recreation, and that was definitely sport. I was in a Spoets 
Committee anal I at the time had dealinge.with the. then Minister 
of Recreation and it was for Sport. It Was the only time since 
the inception of the Legislative Council and then. the House • 
of Aeseebly in Gibraltar, where there had ever.beena pers)n:- , 
nominated• as representing sport in Gibraltar and that was not.  
done by the •AACR Government, it was instituted by:my Hon and-
Gallant Friend Major Peliza. The. snide remark of the. Ministbr 
of Sport that between 1972 and 1976 nothing from trio Opposition 
had emanated on sport is unfair. Why doesn't he put the ahoIe 
picture, why doesn't he say that between the 1976 and 1980 
Elections there were 27 Questions on sport and two substantive 
motions on sport from this side of the'House. That, of course, 
he fails to do because heanly likes to put forward what he 
thinks is in his own interest but not what is correct, not what 
is an accurate picture of whnt has happened. Its only, says 
what he. thinks is in his interest. The other point I wanted t" 
mention was the Chief Minister's statement that re wanted to 
force the Governmeno to welcome the Sports Council when they 
did.eot.want:towelcome..themeer-can understand that perhaps ,. 
the.ChiefMinister. and.the„ Minister for Sport.-do not-want to 
weleomathiseCouncil• because. the.Couneil-ea.trle-yerepresentative 
ofithe sports associations. of Gibraltar.e...1 acnoethatvery-
often .the Government-does - not .like to recognise people- who 
are truly representative.. of their own sectors. I am convinced 
that if the Government could. they. would say:: "Let us do away .  
With the Union and with the Chamber of Commerce, let•us do away 
With anybody who in any way is going to interfeee with 
Government business." In this case this is what' they are try" 
ing to de, they are trying tosmppress the natural evolution of 
sportsmen in Gibraltar and their natural say in their own 
sporting associations and their-awn sporting facilities and 
if that is not dictatorial I do not know waat is. 

W 2 SCOTT: 
HON H J ZAMMi7r: 

If I may speak on the amendment and than perhaps if eisht 
have ar opportunity to speak on the main motion la ter on.. I 
only have one point in fact to bring on the amendment beernses 
the amendment has two changes, the substittton of "committee* 
for "council" which haabeen dealt with qute amply by my 
colleague the Hon Mr Restano,:eut the other one that really 
bothers me is the addition of the words "making use of the 
Victoria Stadium" after the words "sporting associations" 
because, quite frankly, if one is to read asal. I'll read "a 
body truly renresentative of the various snorting associations 
making use of the Victoria Stadium", I cannot find any 'Consis—
tency with that and the third term of reference given to us 
in answer to Question 163 by the Ron Minister for Sport.  which 
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If the Hon MaEber will give way. The Hon Member mutt be some—
what forget:ul in saying. that he instituted a Minister for 
Sport, The :,den Hon. Chief Minister, Major Peliza, introduced 
a p,-;7$01 to look after sport because the Victoria Stadium. came 
into basing because prior to 1969 the old Victoria Stadium Was 
not Government's, it belonged to the GFA. 

HON MAJOR R. J PELIZA: 

I do not think the Minister can possibly have been able to have 
seed eaymind 11 years ago, Mr Speaker. The reason why I did 
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that is. because I saw the importance of sport in Gibraltar, 
You can see the importance that we attach to sport by the-
amount of time that we dedicate to it. His amendment is very 
narrow, it is like a person with blinkers ann I think 'it is 
about time the Yinister took the blinkers off aad realisel 
that sportin, activity in Gibraltar is much more than just the 
VictoriaStedanmaead therefore it is obvious that the differ- 

-'ent bodies who are responsible for apart in Gibraltar,-who are 
obviously elected by their membership within teeir own 
autonomy want to see some kind of coordination. •I do not 
believe that it is in the best interests of sporting activity 
in Gibraltar that people should be selected by persons and 
planted into a committee when it should be representative of 
'the different bodies selected by the bodies concerned.. . 
Whether. this is done in England or is not dome in. England is 
neither here nor there, the position -Is that at we see it today 
in Gibraltar,'in a practical way, that is the answer to our 
problem and all the Opposition is trying.to do is to try and 
overcome that problem. It is a great pity that the way the 
amendment has been put it is impossible to vote in feyour of it, 

SON M K FHAMHERSTONE: 

Yr Speaker, I am going to make a very brief interveat,on. It 
seees that tee Opposition do not wish to accept ah s amendment:'
because they feel that the Sports Committeais not truly 
raereeentative. I think I can say, on to Minister's behalf 
that if any sporting- association using he Victoria Stadium 
feels that they have been left out and that they should have a 
representative, he will be very willing to entertain their 
application and make the committee a little wider so that it is 
truly representative and I think on that assurance the 
Opposition should be able to accept the amendment, 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I think the House will remember the remarkable 
insight shown by the Hon Mr Zammitt when he opened his U.S,O.C. 
contribution by saying that he was standing on two legs. I 
think he aaet have written the amendment with his foot, 

HON P J ISOLa: 

Me Speakea, the amendment introduces a new.element in Government, 
policy. I am surprised it is introduced- in this way. The new • 
element is that it appears that in this particular area of 
activity in Gibraltar caay thcse people who use the Vactoria 
Stadium are going to be in the privileged position of aavising 
the Minisee of Sport eeeerally. The Minister for Education 
had a acaecal from which he deliberately excluded certain 
secticas of the community dealing with education. It is 
exactly the same position. A Sports Committee.advising the 
Minister for Sport but exclusive to a certain number of sporting 
people and anybody who wants to get assistance in their 
sporting activities, be it a yachtsman, be it a tennis player, 
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be it a snooker player, will have to rely entirely on the 
goedvill of a politician because he knows that in that • 
ormaitcee-:. there will be people representira other-sports who 
want money for their sport in a position -of influence over 
the Minister because they have always got it over his head 
teat they could resign if they disagreed with his. rulings "and 
ff that is what the Hon Chief Minister wants for sport in 
Gibraltar I am amazed that this amendment should be put in. I 
can imagine an .amendment being pet-in:to save tae'Minister from 
the obvious embarrassment hefts in that at the..very first . 
meeting of his Sports Committee theyweilk out, I know that it 
iu embarrassing for the Minister -to:find:his concept of the 
Spores Committee in ruins,; What is the empare.he is trying' 
to build, the Victoria Stadium empire? Only those good boys 
who use. the Victoria Stadium will have the benefit of financial 
assistance from the Government unless you are- particularly -• 
friendly with. the Minister? And I say, Mr Speaker, unless. 
you you are friendly with the Minister because- the Minister has. 
thought fit in this House to make attacks on people whin do not 
.support his party, He has mentioned -the name of a sportsman,. 
and I do not want to repeat it,. whem he knows jolly well aoe4 
not supped his party and he has gone out of his way to attack 
this peraea. What am I to do? Am I to circulate: all DPSG 
ameabers and tell them tcabe careful, to pleaseeta nice to the 
Minister otherwise he 'is going to eingle taws.. once or ret-, 

. ribation!. 

W F.P.EAKER: 

Order .e  I will ask you -La withdraw what you have just said. 
You are insinuating taat the Minister 2a using his position 
for the purposes of furthering his own •intereets, 

. - 

HON P a ISOLA: 

That, I moat certainly withdraw but I wam telling tae Miaister 
that.he is putting us, as a party,-in a difficult position by .  
singling out members, of our party and mentioning their reaaes e  
publicly in relation to sport, he is 'putting our Party in a 
very difficult position as to what, we must advise our members 
beeause the Minister for Sport is the Minister for all sporten  
whether it is AACR sport or DPSG sport, and I would expect 
le Chief Minister ao reassure theaHoase and. to reassure all 
members of all partial; that whatever their pplaeieaa, inclinations 
they have mothang,tenaear if. they opposes theeMaaiater -for Sport 
on his sporting decisions. ,, 

HON CliaTSP. MINISTER: 

There is nothing to fear,- Hassan is here._ Just befere we camp 
in I have made a deal with the :GSLP thatawe will support their 
sportsmen if they support our. candadatea:ne  
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HO!'• P J ISOLA: 

We think, Mr Speaker., and we are alaro.el by this amendmert add, 
I am not talking on the general .principles of the motion yet. 4 
But onthis ones at this stage, what I attack is the sect-
arianism in the amendment that the Hon Mr Zammitt, 
amendment is passed, will not be entitled te eall himself I  
Minister for Sport, he will be Minister for the Victoria 
Stadium, with the little empire that he-has built there. This 
Sports-Committee is a sham, the Sports Committee is going to. 
be chosen for people in sport but only certain people in sport. 
Unless you use:Victoria Stadium then you are not going to. be 
in the inner council of the Ministry for. Sport,. That is wrong 
in principle and-I am surprised that the Government is going. 
to vote for an amendment of that nature because. if I was a 
Sportsman in other actiyities,whoI tna. sailor, a snooker 
player or anything else that does not use the VietoriaStadiumo  
I would rise up,in arms and protest vigorously to the Chief 
Minister because I am not being given the same representation 
in the administration of sport that other sportsmen are being 
given. So, Mr Speaker, after the amendment has been. passed, 
I would like to talk about the whole concept of the'Sperts 
Council. I hope the.Government will not. attempt topass this 

amending it further. to takeaway the seCtarian - 
element inherent:. in it. • 

HON J BOSS.kNO: 

I am not about to reveal ;he deal, Mr-Speaker. Let me saor that 
I have had no eezportse-of..coursee  fre)e. MUD members being 
discriminated against in, their sporting activities.because of 
their party political affiliation. Since I try and keep a 
sense of balance perhaps I can assure my supporters that they 
will not be discriminated against by either of the two other 
parties.- I am speaking on the•amendmeat. 

I em quite confused by the debate. I do not know a lot about 
sports. The policy of the GSLP in respect of the original 
motion was to support it and in fact to suggest an amendment 
which would strengthen the role of the Gibraltar Sports Council. 
.What we have been able to do in this House of Assembly is that 
because. there was previous notice of the motion, I was able tr4 
consult my committee on every motion and therefore every time 
I stand up to speak I doOsoOnitha policy decision having -
been taken by . eun party as to how I should vote oa any givn. 
issue. 'However, :tee sudden appearance ofl  the Gibeeltar 
Sports Council put. me in a situation where I never questiohed 
that the Gibraltar Sports Council was a body truly represent-.  
ative, I assumed that the Hon Mr Loddo had taken the trouble 
to find out whether it was so before he brought the motion to 
the House.  and I took it for granted that he did. I find myself 
now being told by the Hon Ur Zammitt that the Sports Committee 
is the one which is truly representative-and my Party favours 
the existence of a body that is representative of all sporting 
associations, that is democratically elected by them, and that 
the Government will consult and seek the advice of in any 
deCision they have to make-conCerning sport. order to 
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reflect that policy decision of my committee I am, at the . 
moment, not sue which way I should be voting and what I should 
be voting fo, but Lt. seems to me that perhaps too much is. 
being read into the Government's amendment in that the Govern-
ment is not eett1.:i)3 up the Gibraltar Sports Council '.17 this 
amendment, it 's describing it and limiting its definition of 
how representative it is. The Hon and Learned Leader of the 
OppoFition has said that he hopes that the Government would 
furtho:: amend this amendment by taking out "making use of the 
Victoria Stadium", I could move such an amendment to the 
Government's amendment but, to my mind, that is in conflict 
with what the Opposition is saying because if I take out that 
it is a body truly representative of sporting associations 
making use of the Victoria Stadium and I take out "making use 
of the Victoria Stadium" then I leave behind that it is a body 
truly representatiewhich I am told by them it is not. What 
should I do then?. Shouid I do the last thing I have seggested 
and try and make it more truly representative on paper when it 
is not in practice? I support the philosophy that I have • 
,enpaie.:d and. I want to do so honestly in this House of Assembly 
end Lam very confused about the issue. I do not know enough 
mysclf, I do not know who the people are in either of these • 
two bodies. I know about splinter groups, if they tell me that 
one 19 an officially recognized trade union and the other one 
is. a splinter group I know hoW to vote straitnway. In 
this area :Osim not quite sure which is the officii organ but 
I• think that if we are talking about a body existing to 
represent the interest• of-the Victoria Stadium users then 
there should be no conflict between having one for that limited 
task and.then having a body in. which that particular committee 
is.represented which represents the whole of sport. My point 
really. is in regard to this amendment, Mr Speaker, that if we 
take out the words "makdng use of the Victoria Stadium", then 
you widen your definition of- how representative the Gibraltar 
Sports Committee is and consequently we on the Opposition 
would be saying that the Gibraltar Sports Committee is more 
representative than the Government says it is and •the original 
claim that was being made was that that isn't really represent-
ative, that the representative one id the Council. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

If the Hon ember would give way. What I am raying is that 
the least they could do is take those words away and then make 
wore he Spouts Committee of .the Minister, ouch ae it is, is . 

,,t)re representative but we would still vote against because we 
relieve that, in fact, it is not a representative body. That, 
I tniok, explains our attitude. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

. If it was a question of widening the Sports Committee to carry 
out the vole that we want the Sports Council to carry on then 

, I would let us take out "Victoria Stadium' and say that 
what the Government should.do is to expand the Sports Committee 
to take in all associations-whether they use the Stadium or 
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they don't. I am not suretahat it is that the House wants 
wf.th ene.stand or the other stand. 

HON 'itS SCOTT: 

If.the Hon Member would give way. I think he might perhaps be 
a little bit confused as he started off with, as the differenCe 
between the Committee and the Council because there have been 
arguments on both sides, As I understand it,:the Committee, 
and obviously I shall be corrected immediately if I am wrong, 
the Sports Comeittee was constituted by Government but appointed 
as individuals by the Minister for Sport, The Sports Council 
arose as a result of circumstances that I need not go into 
at the moment and the, individuals composing the Sports Cuomo-D. 
were elected at a public meeting of all sporting associatons, 
I think it was at the John Mackintosh Hall. I do not know 
whether that makes the pesition any clearer for the Hon Member. 

H01,(0' BOSSANO: 

I an grateful for.the clarification. .I would say that it is 
, difficult to know how. representative a body the Gibraltar 

SpOrts ComMittee-  is, if it is an appointed body. Tihetner we 
say it ls,representative of the Stadium or not, I think is an 
irrelevance in that case. I shall be voting against the 
amendment after hearing that. 

Hfij H J ZA.!!!TIT: 

Mr Speaker, first and foremost, I would like to answer the Hon - 
and Learn6d Leader of the Opposition on what I term the very 
uncalled for. personal attack on me in. saying that I only 
benefitted those individuals who had access to me and of my 
particular political inclination. - I would like to remind the 
Hon 'and Learned Member that it is not so long.ago that this 
Government provided funds in excess of £5,000 to the Gibraltar 
Hockey Association to go on their trip to Germany when the 
Hon Dr Valarino, Chairman of the Gibraltar Hockey Association, 
was a Member of the GMT and the Manager of the GRA was Mr 
Maurice Xiberras, who happened to be Leader of the Opposit!o;.. 
Mr Speaker, I only wish that if every political opponent of the 
AACR could do as well in only that particular way then I think 
the Hon Leade-e of the Opposition has 1,0 eat humble pie. The Nor. 
Yr Perez was secretary of .,;he.  GHA at the time 3c we had tvo 
members of the: CDM and one IWBP. I 'have not heard of an:, 
association that has complained as to the manner in whio,h they 
have been treated by 'the Minister, with or without a committee, 
and I must say that the grants have always been given in_ con—
junction and in discussion with a committee set up"to provide 
grants. I do not think there is one association that has 
complained that they have been left out because of my political 
inclinations. 

Mr Speaker,.I take great exception to the Hon :eader of the 
Opposition's reference to the empire of the ',."icoria Stadiut. 
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If the Hon and Learned Member weal 
to go to the Vicu,ria Stadium he would see that some .7,000 
people go through there and that the Stadium is f.n.ctioning 
from8am an%il lipm, seven days s week. If the Bon Member 
thinks it an empire, it is' as a result of staff inspection 
sne. -mien agreement. Perhaps, Mr Speaker, the Bon end Learned 

can tell the Government how we can provide a service, 
I would like to know how the Victoria Stadium can run and 
provide the service it is doing with the curtailing of hours 
of work end a redUction thereby in manpower. I would also like 
to remind Members opposite, when we talk ore body truly 
representative of all sport in Gibraltar, that there are 
something in excess of 30 governing bodies of sport and, kr 
Speaker,. the Committee set up to provide grants has provided 
grants in the past and I am sure will continue to do so in the 
future. 

MR .leEAKER: 

te are going beyond the point. You may speak about the fact 
that the Gibraltar Sports Committee is truly representative of 
all sports in Gibraltar but that Committee is not the Committee 
that gives grants, is it? 

HON F 7 ZAMMITT: 

It is, Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Then I am more confused because you are limiting it to the users 
of the Victoria Stadium. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

If one looks at the terms of reference which I made reference 
to you will see, Sir, that the third term of reference is to 
advise tve Minister in the allocation of Government funds to 
the vericus sporting organisations and the members opposite, 
as C t.nderstood it, said that because not every single sport 
is reerese'nted on the Sports Committee at A.he Victoria Stadium, 
which iE the committee set up to allocate grants, that those 
outside the Victoria Stadium would have no one to support their 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think that what the Opposition.are saying is that you are 
limiting the Gibraltar Sports Committee to bodies which use 
the Victoria Stadium because the Motion as you have amended it 
reads: "Welcemes the advent of the Gibraltar Sports Committee, 
a body truly representative of the various sporting 

325. 



associations tasking use of the Victoria Stadium". 

HON Ii J ZAEMITT: 

Thet is absolutely correct, Mr Speaker, but the Sports Ccmmittea 
appointed by me, which is the one we are mang reference to, 
has terms of reference and amongst these terms of reference 
one is the allocation .of funds. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Zhat you are being accused of is the fact that you are limiting 
the committee to those sports which are using the Victoria 
Stadium and that therefore it is contradictory with the term 
of reference. 

I.ON H J ZA1MITT: 

No, it is not, dr• Speaker. It does not restrict them at all.' 
The granti issue has nothing to do, it is Government money 
provided for all sport in Gibraltatnot.Only for the users of 
the Victoria Stadium. I was going to say, Mr Speaker, .when • 
you called my •attention, the fact that we do and have provided 
funds for GARA, Rowing Association, of course, they do not row 
at the Stadium,. end •we have provided fUnds•for cycling clubs. 
they do. not cycle et the Stadium, we have- provided Money for 
the motor cycle trials, clay pigeon shooting. 

I as chstrman. of this Committee will make sure, as in the past, 
that no single asaocistionis not considered, because it is 
taxpayers' _money. that is being givenout. It is precisely 
because it is taxpayers' money end there is somebody who has 
got to come to this House and.be answerable that I have made 
myself chairman of this particular committee. I do not think 
it would be appropriate to have anybody throwing pub ..iic money 
out who is not'answerable to Members of this House. In fact, 
Er Speaker, thiS has been a matter which has been giVen a lot 
of . thoughtto. Let me tell .the Hon Mr Bossano that this 
could well be termed as a splinter group because the Hon Mr 
Loddo mentioned earlier on that there were members within my • 
group who, apparently, were dissatisfied, but I lave.  not heard 
of any of them being dissatisfied in any way. 

Yr Speaker, if the Opposition feel that we should ltve a • 
Sports Committee, a Sports Board or a Sports.Councii, call it 
what you like, which is representative of all sport in 
Gibraltar, may I say that it shows a leek of knowledge becsulse 
although we have supperted these people in the past, in the 
schedule of the Sports Council there are certain games that 
have been interpreted by the Opposition as sport. Certain. 
games which are not registered in the schedule as sports but, 
as games but nevertheless, Mr Speaker, again we have supported 
that and I am not going to identify the number of them but 
there are over 30 governing bodies of sport in Gi;x'altar.and 
if we are going to have a committee of thirty peoplo, Mr  

Speaker, then that would be completely and utterly ludicrous. 

The second peint, 1r Speaker, is that there is absolutely no 
reason why the Opposition should not welcome the advent of 
the Sports CoLmittee as set out in amendment to this notion. 
I would Hie ,  t) remind him that cf the two motions on sport, 
one was because of the industrial dispute at the Stadium. It 
was eot very much about sport, it was just because there 
happened to be an industrial dispute at the Stadium. But it 
is precisely because the Opposition have been pressing that 
there should be a Control Board or Sports Council that we do 
it and when we do it again we are wrong. 

Mr Speaker, I am sorry that members have not found it possible 
to vote for this amendment. I wonder if as the Hon •Er Loddo 
says he does not ogpOse the terms of reference of the 
Committee, he does not oppose the structure of the committee 
and those people nominated, then what, Mr Speaker, is the Hon 
Mr Dodd° opposing? I would also like to remind members 
opposite, Mr Speaker, that the members on my committee have 
net, to this day, told me that they are dissatisfied. I 
hea:d members opposite saying they had resigned. I have not 
heard of anything like that. Mr Speaker, I am afraid I can 
contribute no more to this but I would have thought they would 
have welcomed the advent of the Sports Committee that they 
themselves have been Iteeesing for for so long. 

Mr Spes!cer then put the'question and on a vote being taken the 
following Hon Members voted in favour: 

Hon I Abecasis 
Hon A J Ceneps I  

Hon Major F J Dellipiani 
Hon H K Featherstone 
Hon Sir Joshua Hassan 
Hon J B Perez 
Hon Dr R G Valarino 
Hon H J Zammitt 
Hon D Hull 
Hon R J Wallace 

The following Hon Members voted against: 

The Hon J Hessen() 
The Hon A J Hsynes 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon G T Restano 
The Hon W T Scott 

The amendment was accordingly passed. 

• HON W T SCOTT: 

I was a little bit surprised in fact at the emotional out— -
burst before he introduced the amendment that the Hon Minister 

The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 

_The 
The 
The 
The 
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for Sport c-  de. I thought his emotional outburst was below 
the dignity of this House 'in perticular his reference, and 
meee state it again, to the individual who has nothing at all 
to cc House end is nroestle only involved in one - 
seoetiee aesociateon. I will. not mention his name because it 
has been mentionee before. He used en expression; he said s 
"break.. ewey group" when referring to the Sports Counci?...I - 
can see no reason why he used the expression. "breakaway group", 
the Sports Council is so::ething which has never ever existed 
in Gibraltar. It is a'. eemocratically—elected body of sporting 
associations within Gibraltar. Let us make no. mistake about • 
that, it is not a Group of people appointed by one man. The 
Hon Minister for Sport also went to great lengths in bringing • 
out a letter or letters from the Sports Council in the United 
Kingdom and I took particular note of the words that he used. 
He used'the words "I take instruction" referring to a letter 
received from the British Sports Council. .He ueed the word 
"inetruceicn" and I thought that was a word that perhaps one 
eoule not have ttoeeht that thd Minister would .lave used.. 
Pefeeeing to the Sports Council in the United Kiegdom, although• 
they might be appointed by a Minister, it is a national body 
with other sub—committees divided regionally. We are. not 
talking about that here in. Gibraltar because the Minister. . 
surely does not appoint the regional sub—committees within the 
Ueited 'Kingdom. Certainly, the Minister does net sit 'in thc 
Sorts Committee es would appear -to be the case in Gibraleae. 

Mr Seeeker, we have. had two committees involved in sport . 
wetnin Government for a number of years. -We have had the 
SPorts Advisory Committee but we have had another committee 
dealing with finenclel contributiOns, etc. 1 questioh, in 
feet, whether there hac been a change of eolicy in Government 
on tnis 6-ince the last General Election because if we are to 
believe what Government has been saying that there has been no 
problem with sport,. now come the Government now suddenly decide 
to eepqint a' Sports Committee, the-  function cf which pretumsbly 
eould have teen the function of the Sports Advisory Committee 
prior to 1980? As to the 25% gross receipts which are received 
by the Stadium authority, Mr Speaker, I think I must make 
some comment here, and that is that it is 25% of the gross 
receipts, not.the net receipts. 

:ON H J ".AM=T: 

Ii' the :'ember will give way I will explain. ho, Six, he is 
absolutely wrong. The 25% charge is not on the gross receipts. 
In the ooze of the Boxing Association or Football Association, 
the deduction cf police,' attendance at tars:stiles 'or any other 
expenditure including, .in the case of boxieg, transportation 
of chairs from St hichael's Cave, it is after that that , 
Government takes 25%. 

ON.  ei .T.-  SCOTT: 

I was under the impreseeone  quite franly, Kr Speaker, that it 
was the Gibraltar Football Association, the Gibraltar Amateur.  
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Loeing Association, that had to meet the expense, for example, 
of the Police Force out of what was remaining of the gate 
eeceipts after Government had deducted its 25%.. 

HON H. J ZAMMITT: 

That is not so. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Yr Speaker, I cannot see why Government cannot agree to our 
motion because certainly on our side of the House it is the 
Sports Associations that have always administered sport in 
Gibraltar. The Stadium authorities have administered the 
sporting facilities, not the sports. the sports have been 
administered by sportsmen through their sporting associations 
and what we want to say is that the sporting associations 
should have more of a say in the facilities and that is wry 
we cOnsider the Sports Council absolutely and totally justified, 
not the ;ports Committee appointed by the Government. • 

T LeLDO: 

Mr Speaker, as a newcomer to the House but a newcomer who •is 
:.earning daily, I must first of all give my thanks to the Hon 
Chief Minister for having enlightened me this morning. 'I am 
grateful to him for letting me know that in fact the Govern—
ment Will totally amend motions which are controveraial end 
perhaps the policy in future is also to leave unanswered 
questions that are too embarrassing. I will admit that I was 
e bit disappointed this- morning because in my naivety I 
thought there were certain things I could bring forward in my 
motion which I subsequently found I could not. I would like 
to answer the Hen Mr Perez first of all, and I will assure 
him that the Mover's intention in bringing forward this motion 
before the House is not to undermine the Minister for Sport 
in any way. I think the Minister for Sport is doing a very 
good job in that direction himself without- my help. Further, 
I will say that I regret that my intervention was brief, I 
would prefer to call it succinct. I do not believe in 
repeating myself ad nauseam. I have found out in the six 
months that I hate been in this House that apparently it is 
common practice and perhaps in time to come I wile fall Into 
the habit oe repeating myself ad nauseam. If the Hen Mr Perez 
had been ,wace when I made my intervention this morning he 
would have realised that I did say who the representetives of 
tee sorting essocietions as embodied in the Sports Council 
wer e. They were in fact the same virtually as the cnes who 
were representatives in the Sports Committee. The Hon Mr Perez 
said tha.; he did' not see why we could not have a Sports 
Committee running parallel to the Sports Council. I shall tell.  
him why, because this will all depend on what the Minister 
for Sport will do. If, whet he wants is an emasculated Sports 
Committee going under the guise of - a Sports Council then I 
am sure he will be only too happy to have them running parrallel. 
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Another point brought up by the Minister for Medical and 
Health Services was the question of bookings.. I am a little 
bit older than,he is, not too much; but I rehember that before. 
ee.  had this seotts centre at the ViCtorie Stadium there were 
never any problems as regards bookings, it used to work 
admirably. Nine months of winter, the GFA did the bo'okings 
end the other three months the GCC did the bookings and there 
never seemed to be any problems. I. admit that now the thing ' 
is a bit more complex bu: to bring up the question of bookings 
is quite poie"..less really. 

The Hen Mr Featherstone, in his brief contribution, was • 
interesting because he admitted that the .Sports committee as 
constituted might not oe truly representative because of some 
sports which might have been left out. The Hon Mr Zammitt 
likes to use the word "games". At a. moment's notice I jotted 
down tennis, snooker, billiards, table. tennis,• clay pigeon, 
swimming, cycling,. rowing, sailing, Motor cycle t7ials, oar 
rally and, if you take the Hon Minister for SpOrt et his word, 
in due course we might even have skiing end that is not in—
cluded. in the Sports Council. . I am grateful to the Hon Mr. 
Bossano for 'agreeing with me. I do not know if this is 
reciprocity, if it is I am very grateful because he agrees on • 
the basic, fundamental thing that the Sports Council, as.. 
opposed to the Sports Committee, is freely electee, the Sports 
Committee is noeitated. Since living in the snadow of a 
dictatorship I sie wary of nominated committees or bodies. If 
I may, I would like to answer some. of the -eoints,raised by. 
the Hon Mr ZaMmitt. The first. one, which I will say this 
once and I hope'I never have to say again, is that I never 'was 
an integrationist. •I might be sorry now that I never was but 
the fact is that I neverewss.: However,• 1 was an AACR member 
who saw -the. .light and. left. I will also point out to the Hon 
Mr Zsmmitt that the Opposition. did not .decide to walk out. 
The Opposition earlier on in the proceedings of this House 
was forced to wsik out and they were proved rieht, as in a 
subsequent debate the reason for our walkout wee proved 
conclusively when the Minister, the Hon Dr Valarine, refused 
to answer questions 'during the course of the debate despite 
the assurances given to thin House by the Hon Chief Minister 
that he would be answering questions during the course efe. 
.debate. Another point which the Hon Mr Zammitt keeps on 
plueging is that in the United Kingdom the Sports Council is 
ho :ha ted the Minister. It is funny, end I have mentioned • 
this before in the House; that in Gibraltar we like tc equate 
with the United Kingdom when it seems favourable seitable 
but we do not always use the sane yardstick. The., Hoe Mr 
Zammitt is at pains to point out that in the United Ringden 
the Minister for Sport' nominates hisCounch but he is never . 
too keen to admit that the Minister for Spore does nct sit on 
this Council. Again it is a pity because if he adopted the • 
same policy in Gibraltat we would not find ourselves in.the 
position we do today sportwise.. The Minister admits that he 
cannot interfere with outside sport, referring to sports 
that are not played in the Stadium and then I ask myself,,Why 
is it that we have a Sports Manager, not a StadiuM Manager. 
To me a Sports Manager would seem to be the uhbrella under . 
which all sport comes. In fact, he should be a Stadium Maroger. 

The 'Minister pointed out, that I did not disagree with the 
terms of reference and I admit to that, I could not disagree 
with the terms of reference. They are very good. They could 
be improved by one fustier term of reference and r hat is 
that sportsmen should administer their sport, which has been 
left out. On the question of the 25% I am grateful that 
footbalL and boxing do not have' to pay 25% of gate receipts. 
I had been under that impression and I am grateful to the 
Minister for correcting this wrong impression but I also 
know that now during ehe impasse about the charges they will 
not be allowed to cher& which means.  that the Government is 
being deprived of certain revenue. 

ME SPEAKER: 

Yes, but that is a new matter which you must not bring in 
' when you are exercising your right of reply. 

HON A T LODDO: 

The Minister referred to clubs in Gibraltar but the important 
thine en a club is that at the end of the ye3e you have the 
Annusl Geee:eal Meeting• where the members get up and take the 
members of the committee to task. He is in the fortuitous 
position where he will not be taken to task by the members 
of tne different sports associations. 

Another thing that worries me aw a newcomer to this House is 
the &Else with which certain Ministers insist on referring to 
people who are not able to defend themselvSs•in this House. 
I am referring to the references made te the Hon Mr Xiberras, 
which hrel been quite numerous in the last six months, and 
earlier 6.1 this evening to Mr Beltran. 

HON H ZAMMITT: 

On d point of order, Sir, I have not said anything adverse 
about the Hon Mr Xiberras. In fact, I was very complimentary 
to Mr Xiberras and I was complimentary to the Hon Dr Vaisrino 
and the Hon We Brian PereS. I did not say anything adverse 
and if I take everything I said back, brit I did not, 
sir. 

HON A T 

kr Soefker, I take the point. One is not in Gibraltar and the 
other two are sitting on his side. The final thing to which 
the Minister for Sport took exception was when we referred • 
on this side to his little empire in the Victoria Stadium. 
Perhaps the word "empire" is a hit too big. I would call it 
a "feudal kingdom" with the Hon Minister as feudal lord. 

Mr Speaker, my motion hasbeen completely and utterly changed. 
There is nothing left of the original motion. In fact, it is 
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a back. slapping notion on the part of the Government which I 
an told they are entitled to do and they will continue to do 
whenever they find it necessary-and I am sure it is going to ba 
on many odeasions. .In cenclusion, what I would like to say is 
that to me the essence of the first motion is irrefutable and 
that is that it is the Sports Council as it was originally 
presented in the motion that is truly representative and it is 
truly representative, Yr Speaker, because the members of this 
Council, regardless of whether they were the same ones that the 
Hon Minister, Mr Zammitt, felt was going .to be his rubber stamp, 
regardless of the fact that they might be the same ones, the 
Sports Council members are truly elected because they have 
been democratically elected by their peers and not nominateda 
I must salute the members of the Sports Council in proving • 
that theyveeerztte puppets that it was hoped they would have 
been. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr Speaker then put the question and on a vote being taken the 
following- Hon Members voted in favour: 

The Hon I AbecaSis 
The Hen A J Canepa 
The Hon Major P J Dellipiani 
The Hon M K Featherstone 
Tee Hon Sir Joshua Hassan 

.Tne. Hon J S Perez . 
The Hon Dr R G Valarino 
The Hon H J Zammitt 
The Eon D Hull 
The Hon- J Wallace 

T-ae following Hon Members voted against: 

• The Hone j Bossano 
The Hon A J Haynes 

''The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon G T-Restano 
The Hon W T Scott 

The motion, as amended, was accordingly passed. 

The house recessed at 5.20 pm. 

MONDAY THE 10TH NOVEMBER, /980 

The House resumed at 10.35 am. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move the motion standing in 
my name; "This House considers that if a student.passes the 
apprenticeship examinations that such a student should be 
awarded an apprenticeship with the Official Employers." By 
way of introduction, Mr Speaker, certain disquieting rumours 
reached me during the summer recess concerning the apprentice- 
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shie scheme, the recent apprenticeship examination and the 
examination results, At that time I asked for an interview 
with the Hon Minister for Economic Development, Trade and Labour 
and Social Security vho was good enough to see at shortly 
afterwards and from :hilt meeting I gathered the following. 
Every applicant is required. to sit two examinations, one in 
English and one in Mathematics. The result of these two exams 
are taken in combination with the school assessment report which 
in past, years took the place of a general knowledge paper. As 
I understand it, the School Assessment Report relies entirely 
on the suitability and behaviour of. each applicant. The pass 
mark on each. of the two examinations is 60% but there again. I 
was-informed that this is quite flexible because of the report 
submitted by the school in the assessment. I might add that a 
peculiarity of these exams is the timing of them. They take 
place in the summer before the '0' Level results are noon 
and perhaps an intending apprentice aj.plies to join the scheme, 
who after having known ante having passed his.English and 
Mathematics paper and also having been made aware of the 
success in his '0' level papers, subsequently either withdraws 
his application or possibly does not take it up at all. A 
compli..ation that did arise this summer was that a number of 
students within the apprenticeship scheme, having already been 
inf)reed that they had been successful in their English and 
Matnematics papers, were offered an apprenticeship. Subsequently, 
when the School Assessment Report was received, they were 
informed that that offer that had been made to them was withdrawn.' 
T: is, quite frankly, Mr Speaker, we - consider to be unjust and a 
disappointment and a heartbreak that the young men end their 
parents were subjected to. That was obviouply callous and 
totally unnecessary. There is clearly a need, 1r Speaker, at 
least to improve the administrative arrangements to ensure that 
these circumstances do not occur again. Youngsters must not be 
submitted to the situation where their hopes are raised falsely 
and particularly to these two youngsters who, as apparent 
from the School. Assessment Report,.need a sense of justice 
and responsibility to them. The method, Mr Speaker, chosen to 
fill the vacancies in the different trades offered. by the 
Official Employers takes.the form of past students, that is, 
students who had passed their apprenticeship examinations, 
being offered these Vacancies according to the results of their 
English and Mathematics examinations. For instance, forty 
students in any particular year night have applied for an 
apprenticeship and twenty five might have passed the scheme but 
yet only fourteen vacancies are availabe. Of those fourteen 
vacancies we might have four electrical fitters, two masons, 
three c-arnettere, &c. adding up to fourteen. Tte tap four 
students, fer example, might well have chosen the four vacancies 
existing as electrical fitters. Of the remaining ten students 
inty can chose any other of the vacancies again in order of 
examination results but not that of electrical fitter and it 
leads to the situation where, say, thirteen of the vacancies 
have been takenup by the first thirteen seccessful applicants, 
and we come to a situation where candidate number fourteen is 
offered, for example, the blacksmith apprenticeship or nothing -

.at all. That is the first point, but the second, which is the 
real purpose of this motion, Is that the eleven young men are 
not offered any apprenticeship whatever. They are offered • 
nothing at all. History, Ur Speakers  in past years within 

• 
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this scheme, shows that it is obviously the brightest 'and more 
able student that is offered this opportunity. We find - theta 
shortly after completion of that aporenticaship scheme which 
lasts, as I. understand it, four years, the likelihood .o  that 
these youg men mill either go into the technical gradeS or 
perhaps apply for a clerical post once that arises. This. is. 
fine as we are a progressive society and as- theHon Chief ' 
Minister said himself in the Indenture Ceremony last •Thursiaa 
evening, and T hquote froe him: "Thtu has always happened. and 
no doubt will.  continue to happen. for as long as we live'in 
free society and young men seek to. improve themselves". .But, 
Yr Speaker, we must not .lose sight of the responsibilities.that 
we have to those other young men Who were not found wanting 
and yet were denied the opportunity. are _have a. Construction 
Industry Training Centre at Landport Ditch. that is. now, I • 
think, in its eleventh year. Throughout those years over 200 
successful apPlicanta for apprenticeships have been passed 
through. this scheme and this Training Centre was ntarted-
particularly to fulfil the needs and future needs of the 
requirements of Gibraltar •craftswise shortly after the closure 
of the frontier. We consider that that need-is still there in 
that Gibraltar, as far as possible, should be put in a situation 
where it cam supply, as far as is posstble„ its own needs and • 
here .again I o-aotpe from what the Hon.Cheef Minister said on 
Thursday night en the same oacasione "Gibraltar Should be as 
self-sufficient ae possible in good craftsmen, without whoa 
not only would all this development not be possible but we 

- would .beueableneto maintain whatweoalready have, our blocks 
of flats, oureschools, oueehospitalse .acee: It seems such a 
ridiculous.  waste, Mr Speakeri - weieneweThave these young men trio 
have, the -capability, who havetnot-  been :found-wanting, we have 
tes,Training-.Centreand wehda.not .seep toebe utilising it- as 
far as we .can. thereeiseanother Government scheme 
In fact, -1nt5ceakere an ..academic ScheMee  whichhbeaes comparison. 
to this one and that is the academic .scholarship scheme where 
albeit with a twelve-point system, Government gives the 
opportunity to these young people, on being successful to 
undertake the course of their choice without any restrictions 
being placed either on suitability on Government vacancies at 
a later stage, or a pre-requirement of then returning to . • 
Gibraltar, because we consider that the aearentices for the 
meet part, even if they sheu]d move on to the technical grades, 
ic• remain in Gibraltar. Therefore, in• our-  opinion, Mr Speaker, 
:1- ers are very valid morel, socialist and realistic reasons for 
presenting this motion. die recognise that cbviousl'r .here must • 
be a substantial number of administrative and finaneial reason3 
for Government not agreeing with the motion as it reads.  
"awarded an apprenticeship with the Officio. Employers". We 
are aware of this, particularly with:the PbA and their recent' 
moratorium in defence Cuts but we think that if the Govern-
ment were to take a lead,. the PSA in time, would find it very, 
very difficult not to follow. 

Finally, Mr Speaker, in this meeting that I mentioned earlier 
on that I had with the Hon Minister for Labour and Social 
Security, he did suggest that this subject was more of a 
philosophical nature than anything else and that he would be 
quite willing to debate this. subject in this House. I look 
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forwad very much indeed to what he has to contribute and 
indeed to what the Hon Mr Bossano has to say on this matter 
because we consider it 13 a subject that Is very much in line 
with the Socialist principles that we have heard moth from the 
GLP/AACR and the GSLP. Er Speaker, I beg to move. 

Mr Speaher proposed the question in the terms of the Hon W T 
Scott's motion. 

HON A. J CANEPA.: 

Mr Speaker, whilst congratulating the Hon Mr Scott on the 
presentation of his first motion in the House, I really feel 
that I must say that the Motion, of course, has got far wider 
implications and much greater ramifications than what he' has 
developed in his supporting address. I will deal with some 
'of the points that he has made initially and then develop 
those wider and more seriouc ramifications that the motion has 
arising from which I hope he will. be convinced that there are-
very sound. reasons as to why the motion cannot be accepted 
and I wih.1 3e calling upon him, in the light of those 
explanations, to consider withdrawing the motion. He spoke. 
about tne timing of the intake of apprentices niashing,-in 
fact, up toes point, with the GCE results which are not known 
until August. Apprentices have got to be taken on in 
September and the selection process is a lengthy one and it 
avoeld be impossible to wait until the GCE results are received 
in August to start that process of selection which would, • 
therefore, have to end in about January. If apprentices were 
not taken on until January the advantage of the two month 
break in the school year during the summer. would have been 
lost. The other thing,. of course, is that one does not - 
anticipate that people who will do well in their GCE will be 
particularly interested in taking up an apprenticeship. Those 
.who have a bent for technical subjeCts and who will do reason-
ably well in the GCE ought to he thinking in terms of the "2" 
course in the Technical College where the horizons are much 
wider. He referred to two cases of would - be apprentices 
)110 after successfully passing the examination and being 
offered apprenticeships had had that offer withdrawn as a 
result of adverse assessments received from the school. This 
is true and I taw that there has been an administrative 
hiccup in tees case, this should not have happened. In fact, 
the examination, the interviews and the assessments from tee 
school should be seen as a whole and it is a mistake ;o tell 
any student thlt he has paSsed the interview and the 
assessment, he that he has failed the exam, or that he has clone 
well in the exam but he has failed the interview in spite of 
the Load report from the school. I think that no ene has any 
business to identify where a student has failed because that 
only. leads to trouble as happened with these two cases where 
the school had to deal with many difficulties and with irate 
parents as a result of the students having been told that it 
was the school, in a way, that was to blame because the 
assessments from the school had been very adverse. I would 
insist that the exam, interview and school assessment must be. 
Viewed as a whole. Arising from these two cases, the 
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cirounstances of which I think I explained to the Hon Mr Scot 
in detail when he cane to see me, arising from that I am 
sure that tiae administrative arrangements throuet the •• 
Gibraltar Official Employers Apprentices Board will be tight-. 
ened up considerably to ensure that there is no recurrence of 
this.' But, of course, the fact that that happened this year 
with two students is.certainly no argument for moving s motion 
that everyone who successfully passes the apprenticalship exams 
should be offered an apIrenticeship and employment by the • 
Official Employers. Tne Hon Mr anott also made reference to 
the Training Centre at Landport and to the remarks of the 
Chief Minister on Thursday, remarks which, let me say, I had 
something to do with, and I do not hide behiel the Chief • 
Minister because I thought that it was a good thing that at 
such a Ceremony advantage should be taken of reminding all the 
Official Employers and all the major employing departments in 
Government that at this juncture in- our lives ae had to be 
careful that the clock is not put back and we do not become 
dependent on labour from Spain as we were ten or eleven . 
years' ago. I think it is true to say that the Training 
Centre at Landport has gone a long way towards fulfilling 
its objectives. It is unfortunately with the DOE where there 
has been a considerable cutback. In the early years of the. 
Centre the ratio of users as between the DOE and the PWD was• 
about two to one.. They•were paying, therefore, for abou a5,1 
of the runnieg costs and the Government was paying .for 335. • ' 
Over the yearn that ratio has altered very, very significantly 

`so in fact. the use .that is now being Made of the Training 
Centre is in the ratio of three to oue in favour of the PWD, 
so we are .paying for about 75% of the running costs and the 
'DOE 25%. The DOE, over the years, has been taking-on fewer 
aebrenticea and that was one of the main difficulties this year 
in taking on apprentices for the.construction industry.. We 
shoald not lose sight of the fact that. the Private Sector does 
not train apprentices in spite of the fact that over the years 
many offers have been made by the •Governmene e emeloyers in 
the Private Sector to send apprentices these: shorn we would 
train free of charge. The Government would not charge them, 
they would be regarded as Government apprentices, Very little 
advantage has been taken of that offer - only a handful of 
apprentices have been trained over the eears. It scums that 
the Private Sector of the building industry prefers tc have the 
aepreatices trained at the expense of the Gibraltar Government 
and whilst 'in employment with the Gibraltar Government, or the 
PEA, and then try to induce or eaeice them away from Government 
into the building industry. That was much more sl the case in 
pre-parity days and in the days when employmene w:th the .Official 
Sector was less attractive than what it is now. It .is a pity 
that the Private Sector should adopt tnee. attitude because, 
after all,. it is the private sector which gets the contracts 
awarded ender the Development Programme of the Gibraltar 
Government. Making reference also to what happened this year, 
I think I ought to inform the House that in the event six • 
vacancies remained unfilled, two for blacksmiths, one for an 
iron worker in HM Dockyard and three for masons in the DOE, 
in spite of what I haVO said about the few apprentices that 
they are 'taking on, and that was because those lower down the 
list of successful •examinees did not wish to take themeep. 

But the motion, as I said initially, goes very much deeper than 
that and it has, to my mind, two very fundamental flews. It 
implies that if an 137 applicants this year, sey, hae been 
of sufficiently high standard, the Official Emsloyers would 
between them have had to give then that peeler of apprentice-
ships, 137, But the proposal does not take into account at all 
the extent to which training facilities may or may not be 
available for such a large number of apprentices, not only in 
the initial year at the Training Centte but subsequently at the 
place of work when arrangement would have to be eade'to cope 
with such. numbers, arrangementawhich it might be impossible 
to undertake given the work programme that the nejor departments 
have for their own craftsmen, Even if this difficulty were to 
be overcome it would mean that the Official Employers would be 
virtually committing themselves to employing young men as 
craftsmen on completion of their apprenticeships irrespective 
of their number and irrespective of the distribution of those 
numbers amongst the various trades, Alternatively, therefore, 
what would happen would be that many of these young men would • 
find themselves perhaps without a job after four years training 
and that is even more frustrating. Mr' Speaker, the number of 
apprentices that an employer can take in any one year I think 
.is governed by the following main considerations: in the first 
p.-.ace financial considerations; secondly, ehe availability 
of sufficient craftsmen in tho particular trades to train them 
to give them on-the-job training in the course of the second, 
teird and fourth years of their apprenticeship when they are 
in fact gaining practical experience at the place of work. 
The third consideration would, I imagine, be the need to 
maintain a balance of trades related to the foreseen and 
anticipated requirements of the particular employer. This is 
one of the many subjects which within the limitations of. 
Gibraltar has to be looked at realistically and not merely 
-idealietically. Year after year the Official Employers 
continue to take on a very considerable number of apprentices, 
on average about 50 a year, and they continue to do everything 
possible therefore in the interest of Gibraltar generally as 
Well as in their own interest as employers, to provide as many 
apprenticeships as is practically possible: I honestly feel 
that the motion calls upon employers to commit themselves to 
something which is impractical, not to say impossible. As far 
as the United Kingdoe Departments are concerned, we do not 
have any eontrol over the funds provided by HYG and in a 
situatioe again3e the background in which there ore expenditure 
cuts this is even More difficult and I cannot see the two 
United Kirgdom employing departments committing ti enselves to 
this poaice. I shall have something more to say in a moment 
because I have bothered to go to the trouble of ascertaining 
the views of the MOD to the proposal in the motion. As far as 
tha Public Works Department is concerned their attitude is 
that, and this is where the philosophical approach which the 
Hon Mr Scott referred to, comes into it, the attitude ef the 
Public Works Department is perfectly clear and it is that 
apprentice training falls under the ambit of industrial 
training and not further education and it is in fact the same 
recognised and established practice in the United Kingdom. 
The training offered and provided is that which is required 
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by the etployer to meet his current and the future workload. 
Apprenticeships should, therefore, continue to be dealt with 
under the ,ambit of industrial training and not as en extension 
of either 'secondary education er as coming under the umbrella 
of further education. In the meeting I had - with the Hon Mrs 
Scott, I used the words "it is a mercenary activity", it is 
not so muchstor-t-heneenCatfonai advancement of the individual 
TEdt for the benefit of the employer who is going to employ hike.—
.In. fect, one of the cardinal principles of industrial training 
is that employers only afford such training both in the numbers 
trained and the level of training given to meet their own 
recuirements. Generally, - what haPpens in the case of the.  
Public Works Department is that they will offer vacancies to 
'cater for their envisaged requirements, for thai,  estimated 
growth over the - years and having regard to their future work-
load. But this is not ar. easy exercise,. It is not easy to 
foresee. what future requirements are going to be and therefore 
the factors the Public Works Department normally takes - into 
account when considering their requirements rare the following:- 

a. the particular shortages which they have in 
specific skills; 

. b. the ratio of skilled to unskilled personne?.  
eeeloyed,for it would be uneconomical and in-
efficient to have more craftsmen than the requistte 
proportion of.attendent, unskilled leeiour; 

c. the availability- of funds; and 

d. s point-  that I have - mentioned - before ms well, 
the ability to provide the necessary on-the-job 
training. 

I em not aware, Mr Speaker, that anyone who passes an 
spprenticeShip examination or meets minimum academic or 
skilled' entry requirement;a is automatically giVen an apprentice- 
ship in the United -Kingdom or anywhere else .for that matter, • 

do not think, that this happens. 

The motion, as I said, also requires the Government to adopt 
s pclicy decisicn on behalf of the United Kingdom Official:,  
Employers and I cannot see against the 'background of the - 
cutting down in'the numbers of apprentices being taken on by 
the LOE, that the United Kingdom Employers would accept a ' 
situation Whereby the adoption of this policy wouldieve them 
no say whatsoever in their employment training policy. As I 
said, I ascertained the views of the MOD on the matter and 
they can be summarised as follows':- 

Firstly, that ne employer, net even the Government, they 
considered, can he put in the ecsition•of having-to create 
jobs to ovide employment for people singly because they 
heve achieved a certain qualification. Again, the three main 
factors which in their cede determine their apprentice intake 
each year, and again which apply as I clearly pointed out' 
already, to Public Works Department as well, are:- 
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a. .narpower planning, which takes account of. the build-
up or the rundown and wastage or trade shortages.  or 
trade surpluses; 

31). whether the cost of training can be met and it is.  
the estimate .of the MOD that the cost of training 
one apprentide when all the staff facilities and 
wages are taken into account run for them into a 
figure not far short of £20,000; and 

c. whether the resources for training can be provided' 
and frequently the number of apprentices that can 
be trained in a- given craft, and they make the same 
point again end I repeat it because it must be 
grasped, that the number of apprentices that can 
be trained in a given craft is limited by the 
number of craftsmen available that are suitable, 
to undertake such training. 

7ney go on to say that it should be the aim, finally, of every 
responsible employer to offer employment in his craft to every 
apprentice weo completes his apprenticeship in a satisfactory 
manner. No one wou:d willingly train young men or women only 
to.discharge them'to the ranks cf the unemployed on completion 
of their tra'n:ng, I had - what I thought was a useful seeting 
with Yr Will'am Scott and I think from what he has said that 
he. also regared it as a useful Meeting. I only wish, Kr 
Specker, that he had probed perhaps a little bit more deeply 
beesme:a then it. would have saved him having to move his motion. 
I think he would have realised.  then that what he..is-  proposing 
reallyeis. set on. - There is a danger, at least'in try approach 
to miolitics,•in pressing from the Opposition benches for 
something which, when in Government, there would be no way 
that you could implement that and if the Hon Mr Scott were to 
be in Government and were to be responsible for the Ministry 
of Labour, I think that he would find himself getting 
opposition from the Public Works Department, and from the 
Minister for Public Works, for what he is proposing. He would 
really come up across such oppcsition because it is not 
practicable and as fsr as the United Kingdom Employers are 
concerned, the situation is not just within the control of . 
the Minister for Labour. The Minister for Labour does not 
have tech more than moral influence over the Gibraltar 
Official Employers Apprentices Board where the Government is 
vary well represented, ;he Director of Labour is a member 
and 'each of the three heacis of departments of the rm.jcie 
industrial departments, itt, the Telephone DepartMent, the 
Electricity Department and the Public Works DepartMent are 
represented on that board end I think we also have the Youth 
and Careers Officer. We have five representatives on that,  
board. Whet happena with the Government is that a joint View 
is always presented because whenever matters which are likely 
to be controversial come up at the Board they are discussed 
by the members at a meeting which.the Minister of Labour 
invariably calls. But that is as far as you can go, you are 
not going to be able to commit the Official Employers to 

• policies which they cannot implement because there may be 
very serious.financial constraints as is the case at present. 
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I do not know whether the Eon Mr Scott is aware of a• certain 
lack. of consistency if Hon Members opposite of the DPBG 
support the motion es I imagine that they' must do, cn the part 
of scee of therembers with respect to what they 131.e, teen 
tropesing or criticising from those benches over tt,e years. 
Between 1976 and 1980 this Government or the previous siminist 
ration, who are all more ore less the sere people, was criticised 
by Hen Members opposite for employing too many people , the 
size the bureaucracy was getting, we were taking on more 
and more people who -were not very productive, we have been' 
criticised end we continue to be criticised in certain .  
quarters in the .press. I em not going to mention any names 
but one of the minions of the DPBG who writes in VOX in 
September in a front and back page article made the point.  
again and criticised the Government for employing tcomany people. 
That is e lack of consistency. You cannot on the one hand 
criticise the Government for employing too many people and on 
the other press for the adoption of a policy which will entail 
the Government having to employ many more people, some of 
whom it may not require because you would be virtually giving 
e blank cheque and you would have very little control in that 
case. over your requirements with regard to trades and you miget s  
find yourself with far too many carpenters and with very few 
masons cret:e dthm-vmy razed. I think that is as far am it' goes 
that I would want to make this motion a party politicsA. matter 
but I think we have. to be consistent, Mr Speaker,. otherwise we ' 
run into trouble-  in 'this House and.  I certainly am not en 
advocate of pressing from that aide for what I know cannot be 
done on this side. • If ever I find myself on that side, 
hope I will bear -in plied 311 the difficulties that I had during 
the years i:. Government end I will. not press for policies 
that I know cannot be adopted. That is why I would cell upon 
the Hon Mr Scott when he exercises his right to reply and 
when he has considered interventions from other members of the. 
House, I would ask him seriously to consider- withdrawing the 
motion in the knowledge that but for a few administrative 
hiccues which can always occur and which need to be tightened 
ue, the apprentices hip schete is a good one and provided the 
Official Employers continue to coo-it thesselvea.to,a policy 
of taking on as many apprentices as 'possible pna provided 
we all bear in mind the overriding requirements that Gibraltar 
has and 'the need not to again put ourselves into a situation 
when we become dependent for our craftsmen on our neighbours 
across the way, then provided we get that right I think that 
good progress has been made over the last decade and it 
should continue into the next one. 

EON BOSS NO: 

Mr Speaker, let me say first of all that I welcote the Hon • 
Member's willingness to adopt and supnort socialist policies 
and let me tell him that.  the GSLP is Quite willing to have its 
policies adopted by either or both the two other parties. 
I think the arguments that have been put by the Minister for 
Labour are very - accurate ones and I would have liked to have 
listened to any counter arguments before specking in case any 
other member of the DPBG had already taken •ieto account the 
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points put by the Minister for Labour and had an answer to 
them. ThiF is whet I was, hesitating as to whether I should 
stand up'at this point or not. In fact, I think that there is 
a certain fnconsiseency as. the Hon Member has eoineed cut, 
between .plicy of limiting the size of the Public Sector on 
the one bend and the policy bn the other hand a' saying that 
the ?ublic Sector must guarantee a job to every school leaver 
who passes en apprenticeship examination, the two policies are 
in conflict with each other. Either we say that the-public 
sector eust be run as efficiently as possible to do the job it 
has to eo and that means using its manpower to the best 
advantage, or else it must be used as a means of guaranteeing 
full employment' in which case the efficiency and the cutout 
takes secondary piece. Therefore, as.teemotion stands on 
the surface, it appears too revolutionary even for me, Mr 
Speaker. However, I believe the fundamental philosophy which 
possibly the Hon Member has tried to place before the House 
even if it is in my view not adequately reflected in this motion, 
is one which I support fully end therefore I will propose en 
amendment which I think achieves what the Hon Member wanted to 
achieve much better than his motion does. Here I ten going 
to find myself guilty of doing to his motion what is useally 
done to mine by taking most of the text out. I hope the Hon 
Member will realise that in -cdoing so I honestly feel that my . 
amendmeet,will bring about the sort of objective which he has 
stated :he wants. Befcre doing so, perhaps I can just mace a 
couple of - points as to why I think the present motion cannot 
be surported. I would like for the benefit of the House to 
confirm feom my information the situation as I understand it 
this year from the Official Employers. The Ministry of Defence 
claim that they had 27 vacancies filled and 3 unfilled 
because the candidates were not suitable for reasons other than 
their academic attainment, the mention of one of the vacancies 
being that of blacksmith, it is obvious that not everybody can 
manage to be a blacksmith, no doubt people of my size will 
find it very difficult to he a blacksmith. I think they look 
for certain physical qualities in certain jobs which do not 
necessarily mean that they, can offer tnat job to a person who 
has passed the entrance examination. PSA have claimed that 
they have had nine vacancies filled and three unfilled because 
the vacancies were to learn the trade of meson and apparently 
the ap-?rentioes that were successful in the exam but were not 
able to obtain the trade of their choice because what espeens 
is th.;t after the exam teople are given the right to pick the 
trecdE tney like according to their success eate, ie, the 
people eche came top on the exam list are given first choice 
at the more attractive trades which generally are the electrical 
end mechanical trades for some reason or ether, and as those 
are taken up it is the construction trades that are left behind 
and one must understand that if a young lad who hes passed the 
entrance examination really detests the thought of being e 
meson, then it is no good forcing him to be a meson if he is 
going to be a bad mason but the opportunity apparently was 
there for three people who were. successful and it was not taken 
up appseently because they would rather be unemployed than be 
•masono. So I think in terms of just how bad a situation we 
have got in Gibraltar in the question of offering employment 
to potential apprentices, it would appear that the version of 
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the facts put out by the employers is in conflict with the 
version of the facts put out by the unseccessfol applicants, 
because I myself have had the feed-back from parents of saying: 
"ee are facing masa unemployment, kids ere lesvine school and 
they cannot find wo:k. ee have got 3,000 foreigners in 
Gibraltar and yet we have not got employment for our own leds," 
but I think_thatiscrernof emotional reaction has got toe be 
-te-sted against the facts to find out whether it is an accurate 
reflection of the situation or not. 

To tnat extent the information thst.I have had from the employers 
to corroborate whatgthe Hen Minister for Labour has said. 

I also think that in terms of obvious basic logic no employer-
can commit himself to employing people in the tr,C.e of their 
choice without s ceiling. If tomorrow 137 peopee ,(ame out 
of school and all 137 wented to be electricians, no employer 
mill take on 137 electricians just to sleese them. Nor do I 
think is that consistent even with a commitment to socialism 
because socialism is about basic planning of en economy end 
it is impossible to think of en economy that can provide en--
limited jobs in an area that people chose to pe in and that it 
can - be done just like that because obviously the demands for 
laheur reflects the demandaof society end if there ere enough 
electrical installations to be serviced by 100 people 1,  
carrot employ 1,000 just because 1,000 would like ti be doing 
that job any more than we could employ an unlimited number or 
teachers, Or .doctors.. or any other professitr. I .think.tIedt' 
watneed to look at this in terms of the opp -)rtunities that- 
we are giving to people in our society and the needs of society, 
the balance between the two.: There are a number of points 
that I disagree with, however, with the Mini:31.er of Labour. 
One that I disagree with, because if - I acceptod that argument, 
it would be totally in conflict with the amendment I propose 
•to move and that is the argument that it would be wrong to offer 
training to someone as an apprentice in the craft of his choice 
simply then to discharge him at the end of his apprenticeship. 
to the ranks of the unemployed. The argument being that in the 
ease of en apprenticeship, in. the case of industrial training, . 
if there isn't a guarantee of employment at the end of the 
spprenticeship then it is better not to train the people, 
because then why should it be OK:, Mr Speaker, to send somebody 
at oublie expenee to do a BA in Spanish 'and then not offer him 
a job at the end teaching Spanish. 

NON A S CANEPA: 

If the Eon Member would give way. This fits in with the 
philosophy behind it that industrial training is more for the 
benefit of the employee,,  mainly, whereas a University degoee 
is for the benefit of the in ividualr, Whether he finds a job 
or not, he is a far better individual through haying been given 
e wide and a liberal education. I would also admit that I 
think it is a very useful thing for a young man to have been 
trained for four years because at the end of that he is also 
academically better educated because during those four years 
he does get. ecademic education. That is looking at it as an 
educationist. 
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HON 7 FOSITANO: 

Mr Epeeksr, then perhaps the Non Nember will explain to me 
where that philosophy applies, where in one- cese one is 
training somebody to be an electrical engineer, which we do 
and then not offer them eployment, and in the .other case where 
he is training to be an electrical fitter. That might be the 
case if one is teaching somebody Renaissance literature which 
is part of his education which will enable him to understand 
how much better they performed in the 13th Century in Italy as 
opposed to the 20th Century in Gibraltar, that is a very use-
ful 

 
thine to learn but I think there is a great deal of Univer-

sity sucies today which could be said to be vocational as 
opposed to purely liberal education. I do not think if one is* 
learning to be a doctor or one is learning to be an engineer, 
one is doing the same thing as if one is learning about litera-
ture or history or a particular period of human history, of 
human development, which do not necessarily qualify anybody to 
do a specific job ocher than the very narrow job of passing 
that same knowledge on to someone else. We do send people to 
do degrees le engineering and we are not able to offer them 
employment ai the end because I have known of cases like that. 
I think if e'e occult a political responsibility to offer some- -
body the opportuna4 to learn to be an engineer without nece-
ssarily beeng .abee to offer him employment, then tee less 
gifted perton who can only learn to be an electrical fitter 
will nevertheless .presumably have.e better opportunity in life 
i"`" he leaves at the. end of four years, if we consider the four 
yeas of his.additionel training as an extension of his eeuca-
tion and therefore his education finishes at 20 instead of 
finishing et 16 and he finishes his education with a craft 
certificace, presumably, his prospects of employment in .  
Gibraltar or outside .Gibreitar would be enhanced. Therefore, 
if that is the point, which I assumed it was, then in my view, 
Mr Speaker, the motion should read as follows: By the deletion 
of all the words after the word "if" in the first line, and the. 
substitution thereof by the following words: "any school leaver 
passes the apprentice entrance examination set by the Official 
Employers and is not offered employment as an apprentice because 
of i-isufficient vacancies, the Gibraltar Government should assure 
the responsibility for giving such a school leaver the opportu-
nity to learn a trade by providing the necessary financial 
sepport and training facilities". 

The difference, Mr Speaker, is that I am putting the resnonsi-
bility it the first instance on the Gibraltar Government and 
not on the Official Employers because I am not talking about 
employment looking et the needs of the employer, I am talking 
about oenortunities in life looking at the needs of the indi-
vidual. If that is what we really went I do not think we can 
ask tee United Kingdom Departments to accept what is basically 
a political commitment because it is not their responsibility 
to do so. I think we can expect them to offer the maximum 
'number of apprentices consistent with their own needs so that 
eventually they have a totally local Gibraltarian labour force 
and that therefore they should plan for enough apprentices 
coming into the system.to replace the craftsmen that they 
employ today through natural wastage. For example, in PSA we 
have got at the moment 650 employees, ofwhaa Ware Ileited Kingdom 
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• craftsmen,, It would be logical that the PEA should be expected 
to employ sufficient soerentices so that eventually the lao 
United Kingdom craftsmen are replaced by local craftsmen. 
In foot, there—is agreement already between the PSA and the 

' Union- to achieve this objective. This is already an accepted 
policy on the part.-of the United Kingdom Depertments,.that 

-- they WiII—Iocalise every post in Gibraltar as long as there 'is 
supply of local labour to do.the job. If the job cannot be 

dene.  then we. cannot ask them that the job should' not be done 
.becsuse we cannot supply their needs. But if there is a short-
fell between the employment that can be offered by the Official 
Employers looking at their needs as employers and the people 
• who are leaving school, who are of a standard to profit from 
training to learn a craft, then should that ahrtfall be 
ignored, or thoUld we ask the Government of litraltar to assume 

political resnoffsibility in that respect? Well, Mr Speaker, 
the policy of my nsrty, sdopted st its lest annual assembly, 
was that every school leaver should be guaranteed a job or a 
place in further education. Therefere, ahe motion an I 
understood it and as I have tried to rerlect it in my amend—
ment, in my view, is totally consistent with this philosophy 
that thereeis a political responsibility that looks upon the 
planning of the use of labour in a community not pu7ely and 
• simrly as an economic function within an economtL ean, which 
I think it is necessary to do. from the point of ii:wof the 

-eali.gatiena•thst the Government has got in providing certain 
service: to the CoMMunity, but also that 'here- is a political 
resoonSibility to'ensure that school leavers do not go' • 
.straight from School on to the unemployment queue. I think 

• that, which iattemost serious problem facing Western•Europe
today, with seven million people out of work and with something 
• like 3C% of thole under the age of 25, with massive unemploy—• 
.sent, amongst school. leavers in every European country and 
owith nobody. at the moment knowing quite how to deal with the 
.-problem or perhaps having the resources to do something about 

it because of the magnitude of .the problem, is one we may not 
be facing yet in Gibraltar but we could be facing in• the not 
too distant future. Therefore, Mr Sneaker,.my amendment seeks 
to obtain from the House of Assembly en acceptance that we in 
Gibraltar would not allow this to code about.and. that in fact 
we have get the political will to so something that nobody, 
else in 'aestern Europe is doing, I accept that, they may not 
be able to do it because the problem in their case is of 
enormous proportions, we have got an important source of 
strength within our economy and that is that as onposed to 
having a tutPlus of labour compered to every other Western' 
• European economy we have a shortage of labour, we have a 

situation where 33% of the total labour force of Gibraltar is 
imported, where something like 55% of the industrial workers 
areiMborted. In that s:tuation we should not accept that 
purely short term consteerstions ns to the immediate needs 
of an employer should not prevent us from fellaking st the thing 
in a much wider context than purely the relationship between 
employer and employee and therefore, Mr Speaker, I commend • 
the amendment to the House because I think it is the political 
commitment that the Government should accept and taking one 
specific point that the Hon Minister.  for Labour said, it is 
one that I would be prepared to defend equally in Government 

3144. 

as I em today from the Opposition. 

yr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon J 
Bossano's amendment. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, I welcome the contribution made by the Hon Mr 
Bossano. The object of introducing the words "Official 
Employers" in my motion was basicallyto encompass all 
Offirirl Employers within Gibraltar, However, if the Govern—
ment wcald agree to take the lead on this occasion we would 
find that perhaps in time to come should this be passed, 
which obviotsly it will not, the other Official Employers 
like the MOD might perhaps follow suit, I was also very 
grateful to hear the Mon Mr Bossano saying that the DPBG 
in this instance is more revolutionary than his own Party.' We 
support the amendment to the motion, Mr Speaker, because it 
deals as the Hon Minister foi Labour and Social Security said, 
it is philosophical in-nature. There is a political point 
here to 'ae made and that is that when awarding a scholarship it 
seems to me also that you are awarding a job. In our way of 
thinking because there are sufficient vacancies the training 
to the assa.- g men is denied them which I think the amendment says 
succinctOy and we have no hesitation at all in supporting the • 
amendment, kr Speaker. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, the amendment moved by the "Hon Mr Bossano, as he has 
clearly pointed out, places the responsibility squarely on the 
shoulders of the Gibraltar Government only in its wider functions, 
not just as employers, but as Government. I think the policy 
that successive Ministers of Labour, and here I would include 
Mr Xiberras,,have been trying to follow over the years, has been 
to try and bring the Official Employers along with us, to try to 
commit them if not politically, at least morally to the tssk that 
we !lave of providing as many opportunities for employment for 
Gibralteriens as possible and I think that, by and large, we 
hEve succeeded and we are succeeding at present because this 
was confirmed at the last meeting of the Manpower Planning 
Committee, the Dockyard in particular have as e result of 
representations ma(e by the Department of Labour at the official 
level end more so by the Youth and Careers Officer, the 
Dockyard are being very cooperative in taking on young men who 
have not been successful in the apprentice entrance examination, 
not just those who have not been taken on after passing the 
exam but even the ones who have not been successful and they 
are endeavouring to take these young men on es boy labourers. 
One would not like to see as a result of a motion presented end 
accepted by the House of Assembly, that the United Kingdom 
Employers should divest themselves of what I would consider to 
be, if only, a moral responsibility that they have to cooperate 
with the Gibraltar Government in this joint task. The Mintstry 
of Defence is the largest employer of industrial labour in 
Gibraltar, the DOE is a very considerable employer, in fact, 
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the Regional Director was telling me privately the other 
evening that perhaps they have not projected their image end -
we do not-take sufficient account of the feet that they do 
employ 650' industrials which is almost as many as the Public 
Works Department, so they are a very considerable major employer. 
I think we have to bring them along with us rather than just 
put the responsibility squarely on the shoulders of the, 
Gibraltar Government only which could be counter-productive 
in the sense that they would feel that they could come back....end 
say they do n7lt feel particularly bolLd to cooperate with us, 
that the Gibraltar Government have accepted e resolution in the 
House of Assembly and. it is their responsibility and therefore 
that is the flaw that Iftndwidi the amendment and I would there-
fore move an amendment to the amendment to substitute the 
words "the Official Employers" for "the Gibraltar Government" 
where the latter appear in the Hon Mr Bossano's amendment. I 
.move accordingly, Mr Speaker. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I understand then that what you wish to move is to substitute 
the words "the Official Employers" for the words "the 
Gibraltar Government"•.where they appear in. the amendment, 
is that correct? 

HON A J CA/M.1'A: 

Yes, Mr Speaker. 

Jr.  Speaker proposed •the•question in the terms of the Hon A 
Canepa's amendment to the Hon J Bosseno's amendment. 

HON .7 BOSSAITO: 

Mr Speaker, as regards the amendment proposed by the Minister 
for Labour, of course I have no hesitation in accepting but 
I can no longer say to my colleague, the original mover of the 
motion, that his party is too revolutionary for me because I 
must new include both parties as being too revolutionary for 
me because my original contention was that the idea that 'e 
cau,d place a political responsibility of this nature on the 

Employers was too revolutionsra! a concept, at least 
that is what I thought, this is why I ',nought I was being'more 
moderato than the Hon Member initially but it appears low that 
I am too moderate even for the AACR. I accept the amendment 
gracefully, Yr Speaker. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, of course we agree to the amendment to the 
amendment because it falls totally in line with what we 
which is what I said in my original contribution to the 
and again to what I said in reply to the Hon Mr Hessen° 
support the amendment to the amendtent. I note that It- 
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in line, in fact, with what we said in the original motion. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Hon A J Canepa's amendment to thelion 
Bossano's smendthent was accordingly passed. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I hope the Hon Mover of the amendment really does accept that 
the second line should read "any school leaver who passes the 
apprentices entrance requirements" otherwise we would have two 
sets of people,. 'people whO pass part and did not get a job and 
people who only pass the examination and did not get a job.. 
I think in order to be able to say that but for,the fact there 
would have been a vacancy he should get the opportunity, that 
the word really should be "requirement". I do not propose to 
move an amendment to the amendment to the amendment but I will 
ask the Member if he means that if he will say it and that 
would be quite satisfactory and acceptable. 

HON J BOTJAND: 

Mr Speekcr, I accept that in interpreting the meaning of. the 
word "examination" it should be understood thatfit is not 
hecessarily a written examination but the required standard in 
order to qualify to be taken on as an apprentice. However, 
let me just av that in the specific cases that we hpve heard 
about, it is a point I did not take up before, but I"think I 
should :take up now, that my understanding of the situation was 
that the question of the suitability bused on the school 
report was a Tactor influencing 'that decisiOn. I think that 
it is not enough to say that it will be tightened up so that 
people don't get to know what stops them getting it. I think 
what one has to question is whether a school report can be 
riven to a school leaver which considers him to be unsuitable 
for employment. That is certainly something that perhaps the 
Minister for Education should be looking into. 

HCN CHIEF MINISTER: 

If the Hon Membr will give way. As I understood the problem 
when I was ries., sppeoached, it was not thereport to the student, 
it is really a combLeition of the requirement for the apprentice- 
ship Board to consider, le 1. the examination; ii. th( assess- 
ment report cf he period of pupilage in the school; and iii. 
a school report.. So there is not just the last-minute decision 
of the Headmaster to make an adverse school report but it 
follev.s Jn the unsatisfactory or satisfactory term reports of 
the individual andlt is not for the individual It is really, 
and this is where the thing went wrong, that because the 
examinations were held earlier they appeared in the list of those 
who had passed the examination before the school was able to 
tell the Apprenticeship Board and when already they had given 
the man an appointment for the interview or rather the school 
requirement is three, the interview is one, and the school 
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report is based on an assessment. All these three things 
should be before the Apprentices Board when they draft it and 
these are what I would call loosely the requirements but 
certainly not on s school report only given at tiv., last moment. 
It is a school assessment report that now, having regard to 
what has happened, will all go together rather than one before 
the other and giving people ideas and then getting the 
disappointment that it fact though they are good for ono thing 
they are not good for snsther aspect of it. 

HUT J BOSSANO: 

I am familiar with how the system works, what I am saying is 
whether it has happened or it hasn't happened and because these_ 
things are not accessible, the information is confidential end 
one cannot get hold of it, even the person affected by the 
report cannot see the report, what I am saying .is whether it has 
happened or not what must not be allowed to happen is that a 
child is given a report at the end.that virtually disqualifies' 
him from employment because then any employer will go back 
his school because hehas not got a previout employer to gc Jack 
to. Normally when one person changes jobs the next employer 
asks for a.reference from his previous employer. If his first 
employer ssl:s for a reference from the school end the schc-A, 
says he is v(rs unruly, very disbbedient very Oifficult 
discipline etc, and basically it says that he is not fit to be 
eployed then whatever we are trying to do to counteract the 
situation of schoolleavers' unemployment we will find ourselves, 
frustrated by it. I am not saying that it las happened because 
I am not in a position to know what hes happened. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

There is a very slight confusion, he talks nbout employment, et -
this time it was assessment for apprenticeslir which is 
different. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Yes, Mr Sneaker, I am well aware of that but, in fact, if the • 
employers are looking at their potential intake of apprentices 
from en employeri s point of view thon no employer wi:1 saddle 
himself with a potential apprentice who is going is rive him a 
lot of trouble and disrupt all the other appreotces. It in 
understandable because he is looking at his own interests andoho' 
is not going to take on somebody on boa.--  that is going to give 
him headaches. We have to look at it irom the point of view of 
the needs of the -community as a whole. I am not saying that I 
know that this has happened because I am not in a position to 
back up any such statement with facts, all I am saying is that 
it is something that should not be allowed to happen and 
consequently, although I accept that the definition of require-
ments of entrance exams must involve all the different elements 
in it, I would certainly not accept it if one of the elements 
operated in the way lAlave described, I am not saying that it 
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f.s happening like that, I am saying it Should not happen like 
that so-that if what I am saying now is going to be taken as 
an interpretation of whet "requirements" means then I am 
widening the interpretation in one way and l'aiiting it in 
another. 

• 
Mr Speaker then pot the question in the terms of the Hon J 
Bossano's amendment, as smended, which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the amendment was, accordingly passed. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZAI 

Mr Speaker, I am very pleased that the Government, after 
listening to the arguments used in this House, seem to, be 
coming round to the idea behind the original motion,'in 
different words but I think achieving the same aim. The original 
motion moved by my Friend here, I think, would have been more 
definite in achieving what we wanted in that it would have fallen 
squarely on the Government of Gibraltar to give a fair opportunity 
to those of the ranks of apprentice educationally-wise as almost 
no it is to those of professional standard. In that respect 
we nay have slightly missed the point a bit in that now, 
wheth„,,r we like it or not, it will have to come about through 
Ln agreement with all the Official Employers. I think, in . 
fairnesu to my friend, he saw it right from the beginning that 
there were inherent difficulties as to the means of our local 
Government achieving that. This is why he phrased it the way 
he did ih the hope that the Government might have been able, 
es obviously it is going to do now, to try and enlist the 
eboperation of all the Official Employers. Let me tell them 
that it is not impossible,. Mr Speaker:.  I remember when the 
Training Centre was first started that this would not have 
beeo oossible.  if the then Minister for the DOE, Mr John Silkin, 
had not taken a special interest in that: He insisted that 
that should be done so I think that if the GoVernoent con use 
its influence in the right quarters it might not be so difficult 
es they thought originally that it was. Also it might be worth 
bearing in mind that one of the best investments we could make 
in Gibraltar from Development Aid would be this kincr.of technical 
aid which it is obvious is very necessary after hearing the 
figures which my Hon Friend on the:eft has said, Such a big 
number of trade'smen are imported in Gibraltar which shows that 
there is plenty of room for that kind of expertise. I would 
therefore sugghEt to the Government that they could allot or 
obtain directly some technical aid in that respect. I think 
the BriLi.1-1 Government might feel themselves mu.h better 
disposes oo help us in that respect. I think the Minister 
mentioned the question of the private employers, the difficulties 
of getting them to accept apprentices. Gibraltar's private 
employers are, by and large, very small here. It is extremely 
difficult for the employer himself to assume responsibility in 
that when all is done perhaps the individual decides to go 
somehwere else and he has got to start all over again. It is.  
very difficult for private employers in Gibraltar to do it 
directly but I think they do welcome and I am Sure they would 
like to see many more apprentices coming out fully trained - 
from Government to join the private employers. I know there is 
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a scarcity.snd I know :that Gibraltar employers would rather have 
a Gibraltarian well trained than outsiders. Luckily; some of 
us have managed to get to that stage but.it hat:not been.easy 
so I do not believe that the Governtentwill be wareting, eta .  
efforts by havinc within the total number of tradesmen coming 
out trained, having a surplus of that because I am almost 
certainethetithey-wl-Itebe absorbed very quickly by 

Also, particularly in Gibraltar, we• should try and 
do away with this distinction of industrial training 'and further 
education. This, perhaps, again is applicable to much bigger 
societies then ours but in a small place like Gibraltar to try 
and distinguish.between one and the other may be very well 
bureaucratically but I do not believe that it.does the individual 
himseltall the good. I think that we have the lety to See • 
that it is that individual.  thtt should be helped....7.hepe the 
Minister will be r able to econeile these two. oonflicting 
Principles end bring them together under one umbrella. I am 
very pleased, Mr Speaker, that the motion'introduced:by the Hon 
Mr Scott. is getting so much attention and it seems to the almost 
unanimous support in this House. 

I support the Motion. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yr Speaker, would like to sound one' or tar words of warning 
although I -do accept the motiontieit has teen emended. The 
first word; of Warning is,. I do hope that the gentleben opposite 
who will: remain in.OppOsition far a long time, in three or four 
years' time will not be coming 'forward with 'another motion 
saying that: everybody.  who successfully completes hit apprentice-
ship and becomeeindentured should be given a job with the . . 
Official Employers, because obviously this is something that 
might sooner or later mean that the number of employees in the 
Official Employers should increase considerably far beyond tre 
actual needs of the departments concerned. 

The second word of warning that I would put is that although we 
ure going to give the opportunity to all.youngsters who pass 
the apprenticeship qualifications to carry on and obtain their 
training we sheald not shut the door on all the other youngiters, 
the boy .1.abourerse  who after going through their period of being 
boy labOurers and becoming labourers do nave the opportunity 
today.  to go to the Training Centre ,and qualify themselves and 
become craftsmen through experience and through a period of time. 
I would not like to see the advent of more apprenticeships 
coming along, spoiling the opportunities of these other yoUngsters. 
We have to do the two in parallel. The third warning I would 
give is an administrative ore. If the numbers were tea greet,' 
the position %light be thee there would be serious difficulties ." 
in being able o'implement their training. Atethe moment, as 
far as Public Works Department is concerned, we have some 226 
craftsmen. , Assuming thate craftsman has an operative life of 
acme 40 years, then the.replacement rate would be some six per . 
year. That would.mean you would need to take in to replade 
them some six apprentices yearly but allowing for wastage it. 
could be as high78s ten. Over a four-year period this would' 
give you some 40 apprentices and you would have sufficient 
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craftsmer who could train them. At the moment we have some 70 
apprentices who are being trained by 91 craft operatives and 
we Can cops with it but if the numbers were to be too heavily 
ieflated we night find that we did not have sufficient craft 
operatives to give adequate training to the apprentices. This 
ieeomething that must be kept in mind es we proceed with this 
new scheme. The new scheme is a revolutionary scheme, it is 
perhaps the first step, that we are making towards seeing that 
our labour force is as highly trained as we can possibly make 
it beyond the absolute industrial needs. You may find a time 
in the future when we have a number of skilled persons for 
whom jobs are not immediately available at least in the public 
sector but this, of course, would perhaps need fUrther co-
operation with the private sector that they should take on as 
far as-'possible trained Gibraltarian operatives rather than 
outaidars who at the moment they employ to a great extent. 
This is a new scheme and as far as the Public Works Department 

concerned we will do our utmost to see that v34tever training 
ve can give will be of the beat and I wish it every success. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, this motion has been treated by all in a yery logical 
manner and there have been no heated exchanges and 1 pill keep 

• it in that TOD'1. I think I should emphasise whst my Hon 
Colleague Mr Featherstone has said that when we talk of 
appeenteeeshipetraining we must relate them with the number of 
crafteflen available to give. them that guidance which they need 
during their initial period of training. This must be borne 
in mind-evon.though I support the second amendment and I 
support the motion as a whole, the idea behind it, but we have 
to bear this in mind, that we have to keep this in mind, that 
we have to have the number of craftsmen to .have the time 
available to give guidance during the initial four-year training 
period. The"other point that I would like to bring up is that 
the weakness I'see, even though I accept the motion,is that 
one of the problems is that every apprentice wants to be either 
a mechanical fitter, an electrical fitter, an electrician, all 
tee mere popular trades end not the real requirements of what 
Gibraltar needs and that is in the construction industry, 
bricklayers, plasterers, renderers, carpenters for sites, 
shUttarers, metal benders, etc. The Hon Mr Bossano is very well 
aware of the- shortages we have in the construction business. I 
think the danger in Of':ering apprenticeships to ell who pass 
th& exam will be that wren fewer people will try. a.ed gear their 
career towards the consteuction business. I see this danger and 
I'hope'that the members are aware of these dangers. It is 
the background that we have been brought up in, to look at the 
construction industry as something below our dignity and getting 
your hendu dirty with mortar, etc. It is something that is 
slowly breaking but we have not reached that stage yet, we still 
tend to look down at the site work in the construction business 
and I see the danger that this will be accentuated when_ye 
accept this motion. Our whole Development Aid is really based 

.on construction and we are dependent on foreign labour. What 
we should try and:do by. whatever means possible is that the 
people involved in the construction industry have a stake in 

351. 



'Gibraltar so that they stay in Gibraltar and that productivito 
• is based for the benefit of Gibraltar and this is the way that 
I am warning the House of the danger of accepting this even 
though I agree Tlith it. I agree with the logic b.lhind it, that 
people should be trained even if there is no employment fon 
them, people shouldnbe given that opportunity but I see the 
_danger that-diblq-People will want to become elettrical/ . 
mechanical fitters, Etc. 

HON J BOSSANO:  

industry to a very great extent were employees who were sub-
sequently employed by Government. A number of them within. the 
Public 'Works Department, perhaps to avoid an nnemployment .  
situation and quite rightly. 

MR SPEAKER: 

We must not bring any new matters into the debate. You have got 
the last word and it is unfair to bring matters on which Members 
will not be able to reply. 

I think it is a point that can be taken into account and, of 
Course, I would welcome an opportunity to be inolved in any 
discussion as to the turning of the motion into f. practical 
reality at a later stage which we can 'do outside the House, to 
iron out the practical problems. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I am glad of.the attitude tne Hon Mr Bossano has taken. I did 
not expect anything less in questions of the future employment 
of the youngsters of Gibraltar. This comes under the Youth and 
Careers Office of my Department and again the danger of the 
boy labourers is something very.much involved. It is tree that 
employers do give a chance to boy labourens who have not, had 
the academic qualifications to go through an apprenticeship 
and after a period of time turn out to be quite good Craftsmen 
and again we must not lose sight of this. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, I am very pleased to have heard all the con-
tributions'in this House on this debate and in fact the amended 
motion expresses, in a different way, the generality and the 
specifics contained within my original motion, because my • 
original motion said "awarded an apprenticeship", in other 
worde, we were looking for a training programme, not necessarily 
on the trade vacancies available within the.differentttades and 
the different departments. I am very glad that the Government 
have sown the lead here and all we can hope for is that all 
the Official Employers will follow suit and:take their place and 

' assume their responsibilities. I must, however, tale a couple 
of points, Yr Speaker, that the Hon Mr Canepa said earlier 
on when he was talking about the private sector not taping up 
the opportunities of free training offered to them by the 
Construction Industry Training Centre. The constructions 
industry in Gibraltar over' the last 4 or 5 years has suffered 
a substantial recession. I think the Hon Minister is well 
aware of that. There have been a tnbstantial-number of redun-
dancies, perhaps due to the lack of development during the last 
4 or 5 years. The fact of the matter is that there have been 
a substantial number of redundancies. I am not going back over 
6:months or a year, I am going back to about 3 or 4 years' 
ago, slowly and progressively. The redundancies that were-
effected by the private employers within the construction  

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, it really only requires one last expression and I 
hope that all subsequent subjects on motions dealing with this 
nature, the greater entity of Gibraltar, the future needs and 
the responsibility of Government, will be taken in the manner 
that this debate has taken place. I am very glad to have 
introduced the original. motion and I hope that in time to 
come Governmnt will accept more of our policies. 

I beg to move, Mr speaker. 

MR SPEAKER. 

I will then put the question which 'is that: "This House 
considers that if any school leaver passes the apprentice 
entrance ekamination set by the Official Employers andis not 
offered employment as an apprentice becaUse of insufficient 
vacancies, the Official Employers should assume the respontibility 
for giving such a school leaver the oppoitunity to learn a trade 
by providing the necessary financial support and training 
facilities. 

The question was resolved in the affirmative and the Hon W T 
Soottl e motion, as amended, was accordingly passed. 

HON J BOSSANO: • 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move that: "This House considers that the 
Government house buinding programme should be accelerated to 
take advantage of the slack created in the construction industry 
by the moratorium on t'ie United Kingdnm Department contracts thus 
helping to alleviate tne recession in the industry and meet the 
unsatisfied demand for suitable housing for people on the • 
Housing Department Visiting List." 

Mr Speaker, the motion seeks an adoption of a policy on the 
part of Government in order to meet two objectives. The 
Government has already indicated its commitment to an increase 
in the house-building programme as compared with the last few 
years in order to try and meet the demands for housing that are 
obviously still unsatisfied in Gibraltar. Therefore, in terms 
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of building houses Ve. are not taking about building houses to-
crea.e the jobs, we are saying we need to build the houses 
anyway, it is obvious that the GoVernment recognises the need. 
to do so because it has said that this is going to be given top 
priority in the next Development Programme. We are not 
effectively misusing our resources if we con:entrate those 
resources into the production of assets which ere houses. That 
is something the Government has already saicleIt proposes to 
do, it recognises there is a need tehde that. It-is a need 
that has grown over the years and.it has grown, Mk Speaker, I.  
believe, because our housing programme has been insufficient to 
meet-the demand.' If we look at the statistics we will find 
that although the Gibraltarian population has not grown all 
that significantly in the last decade, the rate of growth 
according to the Government statistics for the period 1970/79 
is an increase of 642 Gibraltariant resident in Gibraltar,• maAng 
i4 an average of 65 a year. It fluctuates betweeh 102 lne19:74 
and 35 in 1977 and in theaame period there has been an addition' 
to the Government housing stock of 1,198 houses, again according 
to Government statistics.. In that decade we see that we'have 
been producing too houses for every additional Gibraltarian and 
yet the housing problem seems to be getting no better:-  Bute  
of course, the same period has seen an increase in other British 
residents of Gibraltar from 5,162 to 6,760, ie, an irceease ofE 
1,6C0 as opposed to 600 Gibraltarians, andif we look aa the 
total pbeulation the increase over the same peripd is 2,927, 
so.that in fact we see' that the increase in the housing stOok,j.t. 
if we look at the•total increase in population, works out at 
something:like threepersors• perunit and this is considered • 
to be a high letel, for eaeeiple, in the United Kingdom. It, 
the United KiaeJom the occupancy rate t,ationally, is below three 
per household. Perhaps, in a way,.our inability to meet the 
housing demand haseeen brought about because the demand itself, 
has been increasing as A result of our population increase over 
the period.over the last ten years and also because as part 
of the improvement in the standard of living, part of that • 
improvement has been reflected in a demand for improved 
housing and this is something not only .that we Should expect 
but that, in fact, we should encourage. I thinle it is better 
that people should want to spend more of their increased 
purchasing power on better accommodation than that they shCuld 
want to live ten to a room and in whatever space they have left 
have it jammed with colour television sets, it there is any otIA, 
space left after ten in a room. So I think the, shift in consumer 
• preference -towards housing is natural and tO be encouraged but 

it is fte-  good encouraging it ualets We Make it part of our 
planning anduar pho:ectiOn for the. future as to "Whet sort of' 
supply we need to p'oduce in order to meet theeeXpected demand. 
Although I am saying this as background to the analysia thaw I 
make of the unsatisfied demand for housing, that is part of my"' 
Motion, Mr Speaker, I consider that the Government itself, in 
saying that it is giving the highest priority in the next 
Development Programme.to  housing, must already be conscious of 
the fact that there is an unsatisfied demand and that it is 
only by increasing the total quantity bf houses, by increasing 
the housing stock,.they are going to be able to meet that demand 
and that also we need to have,.in a housing situation',  
more houses than there are people adequately accommodated at 
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any point in time. t think we need to recognise that for a • 
housing market sha)1 we say, Although it is perhaps not a very 
applicable wond-in case of Gibraltar because of the very. 
low proportion of ewner/oceopation, we are talking ahoet 
owner/occupa;ich ia Gibraltar as opposed to something like 555, 
in the Unite) Kingdom but, nevertheless, whatever success the • 
encouragement of owner/occupation may have or not, even if we 
are talhing about a situation where the bulk of the houses 
are Government-owned, the process of allocating houses really 
is no different from the process of ownership as a result of 
owner/occupation through changing family circumstances and that 
requires a certain amount of leeway of having a number of 
unoccupied-houses at any given point in time just like there 
is an inevitable element of transitional employment when people 
are between jobs. In any Vert of supply and demand situation 
there has to be an element, a margin, of houses which have 
been left by some people and not been occupied by somebody else 
yet and the house is empty in between one party and the other. 
That can only be achieved by having a situation that is not, 
sc tight that before. anybody has even left a house', there are 
twenty persons.chabing it, which is the sort of situation we 
fabeeeoday. A situation which, to my mind, gives rise to 
estortionate rents in the private sector, where people are 
beixg asked to pay increadble sums of money just to obtain 
access to a house and then rents which would be ceneidered 
scandalous if the Government of Gibraltar attempted to charge 
those rents for post-war accommodation, rents like that are 
being charged for pre-war accommodation without any facilities 
and it is all very well to attack the Government for high rents 
but I do not think we can do that and ignore what is happening 
in the private sector. But one way of weakening the bargaining 
power of the property owner as opposed to the tenant, of . 
course, is to improve the supply and demand situation by doing 
something to encrease the supply of houses where people would 
not be under such enormous pressure sometimes where they have 
to chose basically between the break-up of their family or 
getting themselves into enormous debt in order to salvage their 
family life. There are sound economic and social reasons for 
doing something to make an impact on the supply of housing in 
Gibraltar. But the reason for doing it at this particular 
point in time, Mr Speaker, which is why I am bringing it now 
as opposed to at any other stage to the House, is that we face 
a situation today whiqh cuts across the argument that we have 
heard so mal,y times in the past about the limitations on our 
ability to fulfil the development programme because we have 
slippage and we have got problems of labour and we have got a • 
setuation where employers are unable to meet target dates in 
the-private sector construction industry because of the work-
loab. on them, --I have always-been very sceptical of their 
argument as the records of Hansard will show in successive. 
Budgets, Mr Speaker. I have often argued that if we are talking 
about the physical capacity of the construction industry then 
the first, step we should take should be to identify that physical 
capacity because it is nonsense to try and measure the capacity 
of the industry to build purely in Money terms because it is not 

.the same thing to spend £200,000 in building one luxury home as 
it is to:spend £200,000. in building ten units of £20,000„ The 
demands are not the same and therefore we cannot talk about the 
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impact on the industey of the Girls' Comprehensive School and 
equate that with the impact of building a housing estate for 
£5m which might well be an impact requiring twice as much labour. 
But one thing we are able to say at the moment in time is chat 
whatever the validity of the arguments in the past they 
certainly do not hold Water today. They do not hold water 
.today bacaudd-The construction industry has been faced with' 
a sodden blow to its viability, completely =expected, an 
overnight decision by the British Government to end all new 
wcrks, a moratorium on the issue of all new contracts over-
night, without prior warning to the industry. It has 
happened in the United Kingdom, it has had a devastating effect 
there where something like 300,000 construction workers are out 
of work at the moment and the situation is a-pected to get 
worse rather than better and in Gibraltar elteough the impact 
numerically, obviously, is not of the same magnitude, when we 
talk about 100 construction workers we are talking about 12% of 
the construction. industry being unemployed and we in Gibraltar 
have been used to working and taking if for granted that the 
unemployment level should be about 2%. In the construction 
industry the imrediate effect of the moratorium has been 12% 
unemployment. That is very high unemployment by any standards, 
it Speaker. Of course in the United Kingdom we are talking 
about 25% unemployment in the industry. The moratorium, as 
I .ay, had an immediate impact on the issue of next contracts , 
but' of course there were contracts in. existence mnich are sue 
to run out and there is no indication t'rat more work is going 
to be supplied by the United Kingdom Iepertments to take over 
from where those contracts finished off. So the situation 
is expected to get worse rather than better. The employers 
themselves have done their utmost to avoid redundancies, I 
think partly because in a place like.  Gibraltar their tends 
to be a closer relationship between employer and employee, it 
is not such an anonymous situation and any employer that has 
had somebody working for him for ten or twelve years does not 
like putting that man on the dole because there is a personal 
relationship when we are talking about small firms. ApIrt from 
that there is a purely logical long-term economic argument. in 
favour of retaining the employees that employers in the 
construction industry know that it is not an easy thing to 
replace labour once it is lost because a great deal of the 
labour in the private sector construction industry is immigrant 
workers and those immigrant woreers who come to Gibraltar t).  
earn a living to support their families at home, obviously are 
not going to stay in Gibraltar unemployed becaesa they have tie 
additional expense of having to support themseayas here and 
their family andaf they are going to be unemployed here they 
might as well go back and be unemployed there enjoying the 
company of their wife and children, there is no point in 
staying in Gibraltar oet of work. Once they go froa Gibraltar 
there is lio guarantee they will come back again and -.herefore • 
if the sluation is changed as alidoubtedly-it must change, 
that moratorium cannot be kept up indefinitely, particularly 
when we think.that we are talking about the maintenance of 
Crown Properties held by the Ministry of Defence in Gibraltar, 
that maintenance can be put off for a certain period of time 
but unless the-Conservative Government in tha United Kingdom, 
with its obvious bias against the public sector, is prepared • 
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to see the physical collapse of public property, not just the 
collapse of the whole fabric of employment in that sector, it 
har, at some stage, to devote public expend tore to tee maint-
aining of those buildings. When that happens in the Uhited 
Kingdom we are bound to see a resurgenceaf employment in 
Cdaraltar. The moratotirum, as we understand it within the 
industry at the moment, both on the employees and on the 
employers side, the information that we have is that it is 
expected to last for the rest of this financial year but there 
is no guarantee to what extent it will be rellaved in the next 
financial year because it is being done puroy'foe financial • 
reasons, purely in order to control the publi sector borrowing 
requireaent and the money supply as a basis for controlling 
inflaaion in the United Kingdom based on an economic theory 
which I consider to be completely haywire. 

The Gibraltar Government is being asked, therefore, to bring 
forward work that they intended to do in the future in order 
to keep alive the construction industry, in order to maintain 
its viability through this period. In doing so it will do 
several things and those things that it will achieve must be 
set against the cost to the Gibraltar Government and it is 
my submisaa)a, Me Speaker, that consideration of these factors 
will show that bringing forward this expenditure is money well 
spent from Government's joint of view. First, Qcv(rneent is 
already (mb. rked on such a policy by virtue of the action 
taken by tae employers themselves. We have had a supplementary 
eseioate where we have had a number of votes of extra money 
'oeirg put on projects because of accelerated work progress. 
That accelerated progress is because employers, as I have said; 
rather than have redundancies, in the hope of better times ahead 
have put their surplus labour on the feW remaining sites. This 
has meant that those sites are progressing at a faster rate 
and that we have voted extra money to do that. It means as 
well that the completion dates are going to be sooner and if 
nothing is done to have more work in the pipeline for those 
earlier completion dates the problem will get worse then than 
it is now because if today we have 100 men on a site where 
previously there would have been 50, it means that when that 
site finishes we will find that we have 100 unemployed instead 
of 50 unemployed. The motion, therefore, seeks to prepare 
the Government for that day. In putting the work out to 
contract earlier the Government itself will be making a saving 
in that it can expect legitimately to be facing lower costs 
because its materials would be at current prices rather than 
the prices we are going to have to pay a year hence, lower cost 
of labour because the job will be priced at today's construct-
ion industry labour rites, rather than those of the future and, 
thirdly, more keen endering because of the highly competitive 
situation in the industry today where in order to get the work 
employers are likely to pare their profit margins to the extent 
that they can in order to beat their competitors to be success-
ful in the tender. Those three factors diould make for cheaper 
costing which, to some extent, would offset the cost of bringing 
the work forward in terms of additional financing costs of 
having to borrow money now at today's rates of interest in 
order to fulfil such a programme. Therefore, if on the 
negative side we have.the additional cost of borrowing the 
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money to carry out this work, to the extent that it has to be. 
financed by the Gibraltar Government, on the positive side we have 
lower capital costs given the circumstances in the industry that 
I have described. Secondly, an additional positive element 
which must be takes into consideration, is that the eayment of 
the wages to the esoele who would be given employment in itself 
produces a tax yieldeferethe Government whereas the having of 
_these people - unemployed produces a tax rebate even if in.the 
case of the Gibraltar Government it takes two years to event-
ually get it but nevertheless it is a liability teat will be 
there for the future and, of course, it means paying unemploy-
ment-benefit even if this comes from a different fund from the 
Social Insurance Fund, it is still z negative balance in the 
accounts of the Gibraltar economy as a whole. So those two 
factors hove also got to be set aside. Thirdly, ell perhaps 
the most important of all of them, which still mseeE it 
essential to do tt even if there is, after waking oil that into 
account, a net additional cost to the Government at thisetage, 
is that it would be tragic if we allowed the industry to contract 
to such a stage that at a future date the United Kingdom 
Denartments had the money to spend and tee labour was not here 
to spend it and then the Government found itself, as it war 
sueeested happened when the development of the Europa Project 
csie Tong, welch was discussed in this Huse, when there las 
a peek of df..mvnd in the industry and we were told that vileas 
they specifically imported 200 Filipinos for that preject it 
ess impossible to carry out the development project and the 
expenditure programme of the United Kingdom De ertmento. Ve 
certainly do :of want to see ourselves. contrectLng the industry 
now and then supporting the policy proposed by the Government, 
tee policy of which an indication has been given by the non and 
Leereed the. Chief Minister, that the mein emphasis in the hew 
Develoreent Programme will be housing, snd We find ourselves 
supportieg.a housing programme which looks very expansive on 
taper and then it is incapable of being fulfilled because the 
much-contracted construction industry ee are left with within 
a year's time cannot core with the work of the United Kingdom 
Departments and the work of the Government of Gibraltar. That, 
iteelf, Mr Speaker, is a clinching argument which justifies 
'et in terms of the long-term economic planning of the economy 
of Gibraltar which is not a static thing but a thing that has 
got to be seen as having long-term objectives but capable of 
short-term correerions in order to reflect changing circum-
stances like.the one we are faced with today. I .think that 
justifies amply whatever net costs there may beei,fter taking into 
account the factors I have mentioned. 

I commend the motion to the House. 

Mr Speaker proeosed the question in the terms of the Hon .7' 
Bossano's motion. 

M K FEE ThERSIONE: 

'Mr Seeiker, this is a motion which again Government has a 
certain measure of sympathy for,slthough we cannot vote in 
favour of it. However, I think perhaps the Hon Mr Bossano has - 
been painting too black a picture and It may - be that he is not 
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aware of oee or two facts that perhaps I can enlighten him. I 
do not think I em giving away any official cecrets but the 
uneerstereisg that we have is that the moratorium tar been 
1&fted are elthough we do not hove the details there should 
oe coming through fairly shortly. The number of workers who 
became redundant when the moratorium came into effect wes not 
imeoeeste but not too greet and a number of them were already 
being taken up. For example, I understand Taylor eoodrow took 
fifteen of'them up even before the agreement to do the Varyl 
Begg roofs had come into effect4 But with the advent df the 
Varyl Begg roofs they. should be taking up more people in the 
near future. There was also two other projects which will get 
off the geoied fairly soon which will have some demand on 
labour ani ,hat is the power station, J an not sure how many 
teey will employ, end the extension of the airport which should 
to cut to tender January. This will take up some of tee slack 
if it still remains. I accept that possibly some of the 
contractors have put more people into their present jobs to 
tike up some of their slack end the Hon Yr Bossano sounds a 
nc',e of warning that this may mean that they finish their jobs 
,erlier and t-xen the slack which hes been taken up now is only 
going to show itself up in six months or a year's time. However, 
the Developmest Programme that we hope will come to pass through 
the period that we a 'e budgetting for 1981/86, although possibly 
it will have to be amended to 1981/84 since ODA, whom w-hope will 
help us again ee a generous basis, normally only works Jri a threee 
year period. There is ample scope in that development programme 
to keep cur labour force going very strongly over the next three 
years evea if not the next five years.. As the Hon Mr Bossano has 
said, something he is well aware of, the great emphasis in the 
next programme is going to be on housing. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Ieknow I have got the right of reply, Mr Speaker, but since he 
has made a statement to the effect that there is enough work to 
take up our labour &c, perhaps he can explain why the quota for 
labour hes been cut down by 12%? 

HON is K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think that has been done on the basis that this is one of 
these things that is looked at on the temporary situation rather 
then to leave it et the '.richer level while you hove a period of 
unemployment. It is easiee to cut it down but it (el still be 
restored. As I was saying, Sir, the intention in the next 
programme is to put the arphasis on housing. I think, quite 
rightly, in the present eroeremme the emphasis has been two-
fold, partly on housing and partly on education. Ve hove now 
seen thee education is doing very well indeed and will come to 
its end approximately around late 1981, early 1982, with the 
finishing of the Girls' Comprehensive School. There is already 
'the fact that we have pushed into our recurrent expenditure 
some £300,000 to see that there ere no redundancies in our own 
labour force and, of course, there is a limit to the amount of 
zr.)rey that the economy can put into various works. Although 

is not difficult to say -that we shall accelerate our 
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programme, we can always ge out and borroi, there is a limit 
of the borrowing. ee can do. This, of course, is subject to 
egreement by the United Kingdom end for the present ,ear I 
think we haVe got pretty close to our total limit. -The tenders 
that nave come in for the power station are somewhat higher teas 
we had anticipated and are going to strain our position in 
borrowing to the absolute limit. I do no think we can borrow 
any more in this present year so that even if we were to wish 
to accelerate the programme the money is just not there. There 
is also the administrative side that to accelerate the programme 
as such we would need to have certain spare capacity in the 
Public Works Department Quantity Surveyors etc and again this . 
we do not have. I think that there are oractical difficulties 
inherent in accelerating a programme very much beyond what has 
already been calculated. So, Sir, having given these facto and 
assuring the Hon Mr Boasano that the problem is very. much In 
our minds at all times and that we are doing our utmost all 
the way through, I would suggest to him that he would be 
satisfied with the fact that Government is well aware of the 
situation and, perhaps, he would like in due time when he 
replies to as. for leave to withdraw his motion. 

.HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I notice that in this motion there are two partt 
as outlined by the Hon Member. The first is that he notes 
that the Government commits itself to an increase in the 
housing and which he theresfter.records the Chief Minister's 
statement that it is gong to be main priority following his 
announcement at the Cerenenial Opening. Then he goes on to 
the second point which he makes concerning the physical capacity 
of the building industry and as to whether or not this is being • 
affected bY.the recent announcement. Normally, we find that 
Mr Bossano acts as a sort of second Speaker in the House and 
admonishes either side. for debating with party policy in mind. 
We tend to accept this role and in fact occasionally he commends 
us for having greater or lesser social policies. On this occasion 
I would remind him of the meeting of this House in March of this 
year wnen the Hon Mr Isols proposed a motion which initially 
read "This House calls on the Government to improve upon its 
plan for a new hoosing as announced in the election manifesto 
of the governing party and at the meeting of this House on 
February 1980." Mr Isola then went on to comment on the 
discrepancy between the planned houseo to be built by Government 
es retorted in the manifesto which totalled 200, to those uts,ed 
in the Ceremonfa: Opening speech which,amounted to 216 and which 
later on in the course of that deabte became 219, so that 
Government has increased its target figures for the two ;;ear 
period. This motion is not relevant tc the second part of Mr • 
Bosseno's motion, ie the physical capacity of the building 
industry, is certainly clearly on the lines of the point mooted 
by the Hon Mr Bossano, ie that Government has committed itself 
to snincresse in housing. In this motion we ask them to not 
only give it the priority that they said they had but to further 
increase their capacity and the aims of the Government and we 
said that we found that housing is the main sceill problem of 

the people. - It is something which is sadly behind the required 

360. 

standards. Pe have very high waiting lists, we offer very few 
people on %111 waifng list remarkably conservative hopes as 
to when they may eepect housing end we asked this House to 
strengthen Its approach Oa try as hard as it can to increase 
the eutput eflO its plans. In this motion.quite a number of the 
members ad 9ressed the House and stressed their concern et the 
pauei':y of Housing and if fact even questioned whether the 
Government's statement of priority was of great importance snd 
I remember myself when education was the main priority because 
the Chief 4inister told us and that it wasand that the school 
had suffered considerable slippage. Unfortunately, Mr Speaker, 
the Hon Mr Boasano did not make a contribution in this debate 
and when the Chief Minister then replied to the motion and said: 
"Therefore I think this motion is very°111—timed, unjustified 
and unfair and not warranted," he then proposed en amendment 
and this amendment wee to reed "that this House notes the plans 
for new housing announced in the election manifesto of the 
GI,P/AACR and of the meeting of this House on 28 February 1980; 
endornes the Government's intentions to make the provision of 
additional housing one of its main priorities in the next 
Development Programme and looks forward to an early announce—
ment of the Government's detailed plans." This amendment was 
poorly received by the DPBG and Mr Isola tried to reject dt 
and in fact we voted on that amendment but of course we were 
defeated and unfortunately the'Hon Mr Bossano wia not there to 
give his Considered opinion on the amendment. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I em not questioning whether ,the GLP/AACR programme 
is good, bad or indifferent. I em saying it should be 
accelerated. 
• 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, the point I am trying to make is that we ourselves 
have espoused this policy of increasing the housing programme 
and we have committed our policy to a motion which was heard in 
this House in March and we question now, though we welcome this 
motion, it gives us another opportunity to reprimand 
GovsrlImant  

HON T 30ESANO: 

. If the Hon Member will give way. I welcome any support I get 
fxon the Hon Member but if the Members of the Opposition 
propose to turn this into a censure motion on the Government 
then I put it to them that it is not intended to be and I sm 
capable of producing my own censure motions without any help. 

HON A 1AYNES: 

He may be capable of putting his own censure motions but he does 
like to inter ere with curs as well. 
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MR SPEAKER: 

Let us speak on the motion; beceuse we heve not spoken on the 
motion yet, with dad respect to the Member. • 

HON A J HAYNES: 

On the Motion I may say that we ftlly endorse the Hon ,Member's 
hopes theDovernment will increase andaccelerete its housing 
prograMme.. We have 'ourselves stetedathis in the past and this 
is the point ram trying to make. Blit,.similsrly, we regret 
that the Meatier ABS -cone to this realisationratherlate in 
the :day. 

HON J BOSSARD: 

If the Hon Member will give *sera, Mr Speakere.I do not know if 
the member liseent to anybody other than ki!mself. The first 
thing. that I said Was that I was bringing this notion now rather 
than at a: other point in t-me beceuse there was aereceation—
ix tha.  Industry nowaa, I am not Saying thatthe hotting programme 
le the Government ler good eebed orindifferent or better than 
the DPBG ahen the DPBG. I .80as-eying that, now '.here 
is tedessfohand'hotthere is an argtMent WhiCh Apienothing 
to do with party politica, it has, got to do. with something 
different. 1,wouldwelcome„the Hon Member's views on the validity 

. of that prgumenteand hit:suppOrt for it on tae :basis of the., 
argument -that I ha0a.put and not on the basis of what has been 
said last March. 

BON A J 'BAYNES: a 

If somebody comes asking for more housing just toe employ 
people then you could ask them to dig holes and fill them U'? 
again. The pointris that he asks us to build houses and. 
really. ell hellsytrying to do id:to keep these people employed, 
we should question whether he really wants us. to build houses. 

. Why.dien't,he come in March and tell us 'ha vented house then. 
If he wants to employ people.WhY not give thet purely nominal., 
work, filling holes again. 

MR SPEAKER: 

You are the person who hos suggested that they should be em-
ployed In filling holes, the Hon Member hss not. 

• 
HOPI A J HAYATt 2  

What I am saying is that his motion is principally on the lines 
of employment. 

.562. 

MR SPL'AIER: 

No, hia sAien clearly states that Government should take 
advantege of the' moratorium in the United Kingdom Departments 
eceacceleesee its building programme and thus alleviate the 
situation in the Government Waiting List. That is the motion 
ani that is what we should talk about. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

As to the morstorem itself, I accept that there ie. a worrying . 
factor if the employees of the donstruction'industry are going 
to be disaipated by the measure. There is some confusion as 
to whether in foot ..his is a genuine alarm or not since we have 
conflicting reports from Government and the Hon Member. Perhaps, 
we require time to decide which is the correct interpretation 
of the facts but, certainly where the Members' fears could be 
of a rational nature or were they to be proved as valid, then 
ee would certainly like to see the Government make all efforts 
to ensure test the building industry is not furteer contracted. 
I think this vould enharice the motion passed only en hour ago 
in which we aCsed for more apprenticeships, more chances to 
be given to people.. Certainly there will be a higher.risk of 
unemployment if the morsterium takes the turn that the Hon Mr 
Bossaro has acid it will. But, Mr Speaker, we do not know for 
certain.whether this moratorium will .affect the employees of 
the building industry-and we either wait for more information 
or time, Lastly, I would note that this side of the. House.has 
evinced s. genuine worry and concern for the building industry 
not as a revult of any moratorium but as la regard to the 
genuine reeeirement in Gibraltar for more housing. We believe 
that whether or not there is.a moratorium which will affect 
the building industry it is necessary to go ahead and make 
further plans to build more houses. 

I commend the.motion, Mr Speaker. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Me Speaker,' I•em not going to answer the Hon and Learned Mr 
hayee3 because I do not think he has spoken much abcut the 
motioe. I will, of course, refer to the Hon MroBossano who, 
Mey I say, makes things very difficult because normally he is 
sQ logiesi that there .s very little that one in 3ivernment 
can throw crack at him. 3 Would say, Mr Speaker, i.hat this 
Government, as outlined. by the Hon and Learned 'the Chief Minister 
et the Ceremonial Openeng of the House of Assembly, did commit 
ourselves to give housing the top priority, because it is the 
greatest social problem we have in Gibraltar today. Secondly, 
Mr Speaker, I think that since...then it has been seen that there 
are a number uf projects off the ground, no longer in plan form, 

. but there is actual physical work taking place, St Jago's, St 
Joseph's, Tank Ramp, Lime Kiln Steps, Road to the Lines, and in 
the general construction there is the Girls' Comprehensive 
School, the Garage etc. .There is a certain amount of activity 
welch, to ma as Minister for Housing, is quite enthusiastic as 
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opposed to what was happening for reasons that we all know, over 
tie last rear or. so. 

HON P J ISOLA:.  

If the Hon Member will give way. Is the 'mister saying tha.4 
the slippage before was justified? What circumstances last 
year stopped the Government from getting on with the housing 
development. programme? 

• HON H JZAMMITT: 

There was nothing, to stop the Government getting on. It was a 
. question, Mr Speaker, that they required a certain amount of 

planning and financial resources and we have taken our 
priorities as best we thought. 

HON P .J ISOLA: 

There was a Development Programme announced:by the Government 
in 1978 of £23m which has undergone a lot of s).ippz- v. do 
not know what the Minister meant. when he said the situation "is 
new different than it was for reasons that we all know.. The.  
only reason I know is that the Government just did not do it. 
I do not know any special reason for the serious slippage 
there was in the housing development programme. 

HON H J ZAMMITI: 

kr_Speakernthere were a number of problems that I think the 
House is well aware of. There were the technical resson'ef 
Quantity Surveyors which required uplifting to bring people in 
to .assist this. But be that as it may, Mr Speaker, the whole 
situation when we talk about housingn and I have sad so here, 
I am not very sure if I have said this during this ;:articular 
term of Government, and I say so for the benefit particularly 
of those new members on the Opposition who may not have heard 
me. There is of course a housing problem in Gibraltar,-no 
one Would dare refute that. The Housing problem as such will 
not be alleviated just by the statistics that the Hon Mr 
Bossano has mentioned, although we do know that there are 
1,700 applicants and not 1,900 as was the case L. en 5 months' 
ago and I think 7: ahOuld explain that it is not that we heVe 
given 200 houses ent, it is that as a result cf a reappraisal 
of the housing application forms, there are tany people who no 
longer require niousing, no longer wish to move and therefore 
we have now got it down by another 20Q, but thie Coes. not mean 
that we recuire 1,703 houses. I must emphasize that, Mr 
Speaker. About 70% of the. present waiting list they are - not 
at all expecting to get housing, what they require is an 
exchange from one house to the other. In most cases it is 
larger accommodation because the family compoSition has 
increased. Taking that into account, it is not sneh-a bad 
picture because if we are able to carry on with arvernmentts 
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policy, and t an sure we rill be, Members will see that 
Government has peiC particular attention to the building of 

"bedsitters. 

MR SPBAXER. 

Wit:e due respect to the Minister, we are not going to go into 
the justification of the Government's record on allocation of 
houses. Wa are talking about the acceleration of the building 
programme which will ameliorate the waiting list. We are not 
going to get involved in the housing allocation scheme because 
otherwise it will widen the scope of the debate. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Very good, Sir. Therefore, Sir, although as Housing Minister, 
one vould want and wish and desire that we should have more than. 
enough housing for the present situation on the housing list, 
it is not such a gloomy picture. Mr Speaker, I would like to 
mention the mal—distribution of Gibraltar's housing stock, the 
wastage that we have of sole occupants of very lcrge accommodation 
and that in itself produces, may I say, some 30() tenants 
occupying excess accommodation: That is anotheu item which will 
greatly: diminish the present requirements that the Hon Mr 
Bossano made reference to and the Hon and Learned Mr Haynes 
made reference to earlier on. I am quite convinced, Mr Speaker, 
that although one would obviously not allow, as a progressive 
Government, we would not wish for a decline in the building 
industry at all, I feel, es my Colleague the Minister for 
Public Works mentioned earlier on, I feel that the Hon Member 
opposite with great socialistic beliefs need not worry. I 
think he has been told that the moratorium is more or less off 
its hooks now and therefore I think that the Government in its 
building programme, not only in housing but in construction 
generally, has some very good plans end I am sure the Hon 
Member will see that nobody will be out of a job. Mr Speaker, 
in answering the Hon Mr Haynes very briefly .  I would say that 
he has jumped on the bandwagon of the lion Mr Bosseno's motion 
by bringing out issues which are not relevant to the particular 
moratorium problem and I think that he will realise that the 
problem of housing is not as simple as he originally thought it 
was and I hope that he.will see that everybody is trying to 
do tLe:r utmost to alleviate the situation. Speaker, I 
think that `:hr motion really cannot be supported despite the 
fact that we sympathise tremendously with the Hon Er Bossanoi s 
se:Atiments. His main concern which is the building of housing 
is going ahead and the other one, the possibility of unenploy-
sent, I think has now been watered down "and therefore, Mr 
Speaker, I feel that the Hon Mover need not worry very much about 
the situation. 

HON CH.T3P MINISTER: 

We wish it would be possible to agree to the motion and that it 
could be implemented quickly. The logistics of it would take a 

. . 
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--torsiderable time and therefore, really, the' acceleration would 
nert be much more than one Is hoping to do now. pf,course, there 
Is the money side cf it. which is very important; -ell the re-
sources available now are being devoted to •this. I would just 
like to say something about slippage which has been mentioxSe4: 
-before and that is that this happens all the time everywhere. 
In the course of considering a-pplications for development aid .  
of private enterpridas, et the time application 'is made the 
applicant states what' the expected time for the development. 

,- is and or the strength of theeapplicant'a own estimate .of the 
expedted time for the development,.the.licence is•given for 
that period. If, somebody has a big schese and says he.  it. 
going to take two years then the licence ii given so that it 
evil' finished in two years. Of course, ie.  the scheme is not 
finished by teee.time then the licence .suet be extended at 
Government's discretion, naturally, if there are good reasons. 
If there are no good reasons-then, of course, they are urged-to 
get on and we invariably have. every Wednesdays, applications for, 

. extension of Development Aid licences on the basis that people 
have not been able to keep up to their original contract time 
or the original time for completion. That is. haepening all the 
tine andthereforeit is not characteristic only of the Government's 
eprogramme, it is typical of everything nowadays where one's 
epectations'on paper states what the:time would be and then, 

. - in practice; for a number of reasons,. Ramadan, the Feast of 
,the Iamb, or whatever you call it• even. theugh those.ehould be 
• factors that .should••betaken ihto.accoentedn_ehe..construction, 
-industry, they don't. They don't seem ...to •and - if-they do then.  
.ethe calCulatiens•are had snd.that is•the reason.for slippages 
.but.what-  the Minister.for•Housing was saying-was thee.once we 

. had had the logistics' of the back-lip•which.took a long time to . 
get off, in fact,, the prey:erase of- the. Programme now is veey 
much ahead and•there were earlier supelemeniaries.,where we 
had to flak for money because better progress was beleg made 
than had been anticipated. The difficulties about accepting 
the motion-  axe of doierse mainly the feet that .it ccuid not be 
izplemented immediately end we hope that with what the Ministei 
for Public Works has said about the two or theee projects 
that the Government has in hand, and now. the power station and 
the pitched roofs etc, thst there will been acceleration. and 
the need to employ more people and we -hope we will not have 
any serious unemployment end much less, of course, if as' 
indicated by the Minister, I don't know on what authority but,-
an*ow, one hopes the moratorium,.if it haa hot been brought 
to an end now, will last a very short tiiee• 

The House recessed .at 1.05 p.m. 

The House resumed at 3.15 p.m. 

HON MAJOR R J FELIZA: 

Mr Speaker,.I sincerely hOpe that once again we cenefind .e 
formula through another amendment subsequently which will • 
enable the Government to go along with this motion which . 
although•Presented by the Hon Mr Bossano I think has the- full. 
support of the rese. of the members of the Opposition. 
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cannot believe for one moment that the Opposition'can be 
against it. If one analyses the motion, one can see that I 
cannot possibly believe that the Government is not interested 
in improving the lot of the people on the housing list. I am 
sure they are as eager as anybody else is in trying to produce 
more houses to enable those people who are on the waiting list 
to have a better chance of getting.s house. What I am really 
beginning to wonder is, Mr Speaker, to what extent is the 
Government finding consolation in the case of other people all 
over the world. We are now beginning .,c) hear the eon Chief 
Minister and other Ministers saying -chat this is happening 
everyehere else in the world. That, I think, is small con-
solation for thepeople who are waiting for a house in Gibraltar. 
We all know that there is slippage, we ell know there is a 
problem of slippage perhaps everywhere but that does not mean 
to say that the Government, because in other places they are 
just as bad-as we are here, are going to find an excuse for 
going against suggestions from this side of the reuse which are.  
perfectly legitimate. I think it is perfectly legitimate to 
ask the Government to try and speed up building and if through, 
you might say, en opportunity they can accelerate it, I cannot 
believe why the first thing we hear the Minister for Public Works 
does is find reasons why it cannot be done. 'Of course it isnot 
ease but this is where you assess the ability of the Government 
and the ability of the Minibter, taking full advantage cf an 
opportunity that mayecome our way. Unfortunately, I do not 
think we do went theOtheredevelopere in Gibraltar, whether they 
are official or not, for one reason or another to slow down their 
programme and even't.) come to a standstill, but if unfortunately 
that happens, I would have thought that the Government would be -
only too eager to find a way. of overcoming:the'prcblem end I 
would have thought. that the. Government would have gone along 
with the.  motion notethstanding'whatever reservations they might 
have: mace jn their support of it. I understand it is not easy . 
euddenly te fund oneself with' an opportunity of building houses 
with' perhaps eot having everything already worked out to do IV. 
But, suee:er, ,the same way as we engage consultents for other 
matters it might be possible to get the right architects 
evaileb7,e, if not in Gibraltar abresd, who ere prepared to 
proceed with plans.end make all the other trrangements-that will 
make it eossible for this to go on. I think it is very much 
a question of there'being a will. If the will is there, Mr 
Speaker, things follow.. Without any promises on the part of . 
the Government-, end I accept this without any promises on the 
parte)f the Government, I think that the Government should 
reflect, there is still time for this, reflect and see if they 
can go along with the motion. Perhaps my Honourable Friend the 
Leader of the Opposition will be able to produce an amendment 
which will be of the satisfaction of the Government. The Minister 
says that tbemoratorium is over or abott to be over. If that 
is so all the better, but' one new dimension has been introduced 
into this House about development and the new dimension is that 
the Government should now be prepared for an eventuality such 
as this and should always have something ex-tra-'Up their sleeve 
to meet a situation such as this one. Perhaps They should have 
done this befoul, I am not'trying to be clever after the event 
ii r eae we suggest that 'the Government should hLeee been clever 
after the event. But the event is here with us now and if, sa 
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the Minister says, the moratorium is lifted. and all goes fine, 
OK, but whether it-  .does or doesn't, the lesson has been learnt 
end the situation for the future should be faced with tie • 
thought th,t things.might go not according to plan.ir other 
sectors of Gibraltar's development other then the Golernment's.. 
Frcm experience I.kncw that it is extremely difficult-to get 
big developments, particularly in housing, ender way without 
a lot of preparation. One of the most important things is to 
have-•the labour force in Gibraltar. Once the labour force 
.disappears it ia much more difficult to bring it together 
again, as I s± sure the Minister for-Labour knows, equally, 
once the equipment is taken back, if it doesgo back, •it is 
much More expensive to bring it over and overall future develops 
ment costs much more if neither the labour, the tradesmen or 
the equipment is readily available in Gibraltar. This is why. 
Mr.Speaker, a development programme must be so arranged so that 
out•labour force is continuously available. in Gibtaltar to 
proceed-from one project to another in such away that they are 
all linked up and the.  labour force-reMains all the. time with us. 
This is, I .thinke what my Honourable Friend Mr BossanO was 
trying to say before and this is in fact what has moved hith to 
bring it forward because if the labour force. goes then we are 
in trouble. I would like to remind the Government that'it is 
not _only the advantage that the people would get for more. 
houses, but it is also the economic factor of it.whieh i.. very 
-important. The construction industry is perhaps the third 
lengest.industry in Gibraltar, after tourism, so we - have; • 
defence, tourism and construction. 'A lot of money comes An 
through conStruction, Mr Speaker, a lot of thet.money stays in 
our economy all that money spent and goes round; it is part 
of •an essentfai economic ac,ivity area it is just as important 
.think for us to see that - 611 the other industries work as 

well as this particular one of construction. I would ask tie. 
Minister not to find all the difficulties of why it cannot be 
done and dismiis it overnight as it were, but,. perhaps, to 
accept the 'motion with the amendment that my Honourable Friend-  • 
isegoing to move and then see to what extent he can meet the 
aspirations of the Oppostion, if not of the Government. 

io P J ISOLA: 

)Sr Speaker, as you know we support this motion, and indeed w 
support any motion that has as its primary aim the acceleration 
of the housing programme. This is obvious, we have been 
pressing in this House for many years now in the Onposition fro 
the Government-Housing Development Programme to be pushed as 
fast as possible ald we have expressed concern at every Budeet • 
at the rate of progress of the development prograMmen I den't.  
think we can be fobbed off at thit late stage of the day with ' 
the usual Government excuse of slippage and being told that this 
is quite normal everywhere. Of course, one can accept e 
certain amount of slippage in any development programme but one 
cannot accept the slippage of- the order as it has occurred 
in the.Development Programme of this Government over the last 
8 years. I am not going to go obviously into this aspect of. 
the matter at all but merely to make the statamen that perhaps 
we are in the situation that we find ourselves :low, anxiously.., 

trying 'to finish or spend as much in the last year .of the 
development pogramme to do the impossible and that is to 
.catch.up'witi.k all :;he slippage there has been during the lest .  
3 or 4 years. I know that is an impossibility, unfortunately 
for Gibraltar Hut I don". think one can talk of t.ie slippage 
there as sote-hing that is excusable, I don't think-  it is for 
one minute. Mr Speaker, we, as my Honourable Friend Mr Haynes 
said when he made his contribution, we are very concerned with 
the nousing situation in Gibraltar, with the lack of progress 
there has teen over the last few years in this very important 
part of the economic and social wellbeing of our people. We 
recognise that an effort is being made and has been mode during 
the current year by the present Gdvernment. We recognise that,' 
we assume it must have happened from the supplementary provision 
that we were asked to vote during the course of this•House for 
accelerating the housing programme. However, I believe and we 
ell believe that if the construction industry is slack for any 
reason whatever and there is a bit of recession in that .industry, 
we believe that the Government should take full advantage of it 
as fat as its own housing programme is concerned!  it must not 
allow the construction industry to go into recession, not just 
because of lost jobs and lost opportunities, not just because 
of that but also because of the very grave housing problems • 
that the community has. If all that is bothering the Govern-
ment is the fact that the - moratorium is soon to erd,then I 
think that the motion might usefully be amended end the . 
purpose of it not be lost by having a short amendment which 
perhaps I would move row. I don!t want to speak more than 
once, really.. I accordingly move that the motion be amended 
by the deletion.of the words "the slack created in the 
construction industry by the moratorium on United Kingdom 
Department contracts" between the word "if" in the second line 
and the word "thus" in the fourth line and the substitution 
therefor 'of the words "any slack there may be in the .  
construction fhdustry." Iwas,appalled, Mr Speaker, to hear 
the' Minister Public Works telling us that his department 
},es  es not got the' capacity to deal. With en accelerated housing 
prograame because the question of the capacity of his 
department has been in the forefront of many debates in this 
House especially when the Government has come for provision 
for more technical staff in the Public Works Department. I 
don't think I have to remind the House that in 1976, 1977 and 
'1978 the7e were some pretty high increases in the technical 
staff of the Public Works Department sad indeed in 1978, when 
the Chieeff 'ginister announced the development programme in the 
course ef the budget, a programme of £23 million he informed • 
the House that the department was now staffed sufficiently 
with experts end technical experts and professional people to 
to at le to cope with the development programme and to make sure 
the development programme was completed between 1978 and 1981. 
The development ptogramme, as we all know, is short by quite 
a few million pounds so if the technical expertise was there 
for the whole development programme which hasn't been carried 

• out there must be some spare capacity in that department. I 
em very serprlsed to hear that in order for the Public Works 
Department to accelerate its housing programme it would require 
additional staff at professional level because this has been a 
cause of argument in this House during the last four years, well, 
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not during the last four years, the argument was deemed'  
have been completed in 1978 in the budget session, when we were , -
told that with the increases suggested in that budget for the 
technical staff, the department'was able to cope satisfactorily' 
with:the development programme that was announced during that' 
budget session and I am surprised .to see that the department 
is now'saying that they cannot cope with any acceleration of 
the development programMe. If that is the position I would 
hope that the Committee headed by Sir Howard Davis.would 
certainly look into this aspect Of the capacity. of the depart-
ment Where development is concerned becaene the increases' there 
have been in the staff in that departmeni have all been just-
ified on the basis of a much bigger development programme then 
is actually being executed.now. In othee iiords, the iecmease 
in staff was geared for a developtent pregeamme of £23m which 
hasn't come off and therefore they should be able to cope 
with an accelerated housing programme. I thought that that 
excuse should be nipped in the bud because if every time this 
Public Works Department is going to be asked to do something.  
more at technical level they are going to sey'they require 
extra technical staff, don't know where we are going to get 
to. We were told that that technical staff for whom we voted 
for, was sufficient, amply sufficient,'to meet the Government's' 
obligations under the development programme of 1978-81. Thee 
question of money, MrSpeakere  of.course is another matter. 
I appreciate that. in questions. ofdevelopment Iappreciate you 
cannotsuddenly turn cn.the.tap andegive a contract out far • 
E300,000 . foraascheme.that-doesn't.exist. -  What the motion 

- is seeking is acceleration, not new plans,: it is acceleration 
and the plams.should all be there. It should all be there 
because it .is all part ofethe development programme'. We dpn't 
know enoughactually..of-the cash limits that have been 'pieced 
on the development programme by the British Governmert, it only 
came out really as' a sort of an sside in the Supplcmeetary 
Appropriaticn Ordinance, that of course we do not know enough ' 
about but certainly ,the money seems' to haee been committed by 
the British Government 'and I. would have thouote that even if 
you start accelerating the development. programme, at least 
start the 'work on acceleration, you are hot actually spending' 
money until you get a lot further. I would htve thought that, 
with the motion as amended at the moment the Government should 
be able to go along with it and let it act as a spur on them 
to try and remedy the recession.if there 'is one that we are told 
exists in the construction industry. We mustn't allow'construct-
ion industry to reduce its size and its capability because then 
future plans will inevitably be prejudiced. Mr Speaker, I 
commend the amendment to the motion to the'House.  

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon 7 J 
Isola'a amendment. 

context of the original motion. I think that my mein case . • 
initially was to show the economic logic of en acceleration 
cf the programme and I must emphasise that I am not talking 
about a radical change in Government policy or a criticism of 
the adequacy of that policy, I am talking about that policy 
being carried out at a faster rate than was originally envisaged 
and the cost and the benefits of moving at a faster rate end 
therefore when I-have my opeortunity to exercise my right of • 
reply I will answer the points made ba The Honourale and Learned 
Yr Haynes dealing with the original metion. Given, therefore, 
that we are talking about whether there should be a political 
commitment through an acceleration of the existing programme, 
we have on the one side the question of economic restraints 
which I tnirl: has. been to some extent treated by the GoVernment 
at a low kea opproach. They have not made a strong case against 
economic restraints, they have just mentioned the possibility 
That borrowing 'requirements, given other commitments, may be 
difficult if one is talking about raising extra money to move 
the programme forward, the mein argument really has been that 
the cause for concern may be unjustified if the moratorium 
of the United Kingdom Departments is about to end. May be. this 
is the case, maybe the British Government intends, or has given 
en indication that it proposes to lift the moratorium es suddenly 
as it introduced it. But, effectively, the amendment of the 
Eon and Learned Leader of the Opposition 'says that regardless of 
what happens to the moratorium, if there is slack in the industry 
the slack should not-be allowed to continue. That does not 
commit the Government to dbing something to the same extent as 
the original motion did, Mr Speaker, because the original motion 
stated as a matter of fact that the slack existed end that. 
consequently it had to be filled. The amendment of the Hon snd 
Learned Leader of the Cpposition says that. if it does exist it 
should 'at filled but if.  the Government is right and it doesn't 

le:xist then ',hey don't have to do anything even if they support 
amendmegt adad they support the motion. I believe that it - 

exists feoo my own personal knowledge of the state of the 
construction industry end from the fact that the (allots under tie 
Control or Employment Ordinance for construction workers has 
been reduced by 1.00 rorkers. Those workers that previously 
could obi-lin a work perilit in the industry can no longer do so, 
so if today we have a situation where slack does not exist then 
what the Government should be doing today is to convene an 
extinsordinary meeting of the Manpower Planning Committee in 
order to restore .1-iose. 100 work permits because presumsoly 
the-situation t.'at we have today is that there are 100 jobs, 100 
unemployed perso'u and en inability to fit those people into 
those jobs because the work permits cannot be granted. 'If, in 
feet, this is not the case then the slack does' exist and we 
should be doing somethinggto put it right. 

I support the anei:dment completely, Mr Speaker. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I welcome the amendment by my Honourable and 
Learned Friend the Leader of the Opposition because - it seems . 
to me that it meets the only argument that has been put be.  the 
Government which'could be said to have any validity in the ' 
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Ye SeasSTeer, I 1a. 7e been trying to follow the logic of the Hon 
Mr Bossano and I agree withhim, having spent time in the 
construction businees, that there is a slack period at the 
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moment. Whether the moratorium is there or not, there is a 
slack period. What. / cannot follow logically is what he'wents 
the•Governeent to do. Does hewant the Government to start 
immediately on net projects and put them out to tender cr does 
he want projects which are not yet completed to be accelerated 
but not in the building sense, in the planning sense? Cr does 
he want the present building programme, as it is going, to 
make-the contractors employ more people so teat the work can 
be accelerated end therefore there is more employment? 

HON J BOSSANO: 

If the Hon• Member will give way, Mr Speaker. If we look et 
the Supplementary Estimates we hove, for examele,hn Flat 
Battion Road a situation where there was'an original amount 
voted of £100,000 and a balance to complete of £263,000 and a 
supplementary vote in this meeting of the House of £60,000. We 
had on Lime Kiln Steps an original vote of .4380,000, a balance 
to complete of £270,000 and an additional amount voted cf 
£50,000 in this.House, another £100,000 at the previous meeting 
of the House, giving a. total of £150,000 since the Budget. 
There - are similar sums in connection with St Jago's and Naval 
Hospital Hill Projects. There we have in Naval Hospital Hill 
£69,000 out of £165,000, in St Jago's £327,000 out of £827,000, 
on St Joseph's we have got a balance to complete Olime and no-
supplementary estimates so that there are ongoing projects',  
today in the course of construction where there is an opportunity 
to accelerate those pi-ejects and I imagine that apart from the 
nrojects that We have voted in March•of this year there ouat be 
projects tha the 0overnman; has already got at thelAanning 
stage ready to introduce at next year's Budget. I imagine by 
this staze the Government itself must have sn idea of the nature 
of the composition of:the Improvement and Development Fund as 
it is going-to operate in the year 1981/82. Those projects, plus 
the ones that we have already got in the course of construction, 
donot•envolve a request to the Government to change direction. 
All that they involve is that they should use what they have 
already got, as it were,. in the pipeline but.to accelerate 
the pace at which they move from the planning stage to the stage 
of sending out tenders, to make use of an opportunity that may 
exist at the moment where they will be helping themselves by 
getting the work done earlier and cheaper and they.  woUld be 
helping the. industry by giving it a continuity of work flow. 

HON MAJOR F J 
linN MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

on that and throwing it out to tender. Let me tell you that in 
my own •Deparomeet I have experienced with the Public Works 
Department ane:the fiat excuse that they use, and it might be 
a legitimate excuse and I ae being frank about it, is that they 
haven't got '.na. Quantity Surveyors, etc and this is quite true. 
I find that little job which you think is going to take Le,000/ 
£6,000, all the differentbranches of departments come along and • 
it eseaJates to £30,000 and then you have•to have a proper Bill 
of quaetity then it has to go tc tender and if it does not go 
to tender we have the Hon Mr Restano saying why hasn't it gone 
to tender? Has it been published? Has it been gazetted?, and 
these are all delaying things. With the best will in the 
world if you want to accelerate things you get this bureaucracy 
that exists in all Governments which tends to slow down the -
forward-motion of any new programme. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr SpeLher, I think the point was picked up by the Hon and 
Learnefl Leader of the Opposition. There are a number of ways 
one .;all assess the possibility of doing something or not dcingit. 
We have had, on the one hand the argument of the phydical capacity 
Of the industry which, clearly, is not true now if it ever was 
true. I have had my owe reservations because these has always 
seemed to me to be a coif:Act between what one hears from the 
Government about saying the industry cannot cope with more and 
what one hears from the industry that says that if there was more 
work they could take it on. But that Le one argument, saying 
the industry cannot do more work and there we are talking about 
the craft skills, the total labour force, the number at' immigrant 
workers &c.. There is also the argument of finance, saying the 
Government can only afford so much work in a given year either 
because of the money coming in through taxation or because of the 
money it is able to borrow andfinance and service. The third 
area which is the area that the Hon Member has now pointed out 
ard the area that the Hon and Learned Leader. of the Opposition 
.questioned before, was the area of the technical expertise within 
the Public Works Department to produce the necessary documents 
for things to go out to tender. That is an area where there is 
no question of any compromise, where the political commitment must 
be absolutely clear. We cannot have a situation where people 
are not getting the houses or the construction industry is not 
getting the work because there are not enough Quantity Surveyors, 
if there aren't enough there must ba more. 

I am grateful to tne Hon Mr Bossano for his explanation. But 
he still hasn't really answered to me of there is an on-going 
nrojeot which a contractor has and it is not going as fast as 
it should, how do you accelerate that nsrticulao programme? 
And if it is going at the pace that it should, how can you make 
it go fester other than providing more cash which we haven't 
got. .The only possible way that I can see, and I am trying to 
be as logical ss the Hon Mr Hessen°, is by any work which is in 
the pipeline at this stage and might be almost en. the point 
of conclusion, is by asking the Department to move even. quicker 
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But the fact exists that if we want to accelerate any of the 
projects that are on the pipeline you are going to need more 
staff because the staff that we have now are planning ahead for 
other development but not for projects that are almost to be 
completed. If we start doing this we are going to get accused 
et the next House of Assembly that we are not planning ahead 
again. Tneoe Is another argument that I would like to bring up 
and that is the question that the construction industry say that 
taey could take on more work. Somehow or other they always manage 



to give very high prices for the work that they do for 
Government and very- low prices for the work they dh for,priyate, 
deveicpers. If you compare flats. built for Cove-rnment it is 
usually twice liDe price of a similar flat built for Private 
development. Prot-ably the Government is hesitant and is 
thinking of other ways,to he able to tell the contractors that 
they. are quotins oo iuch. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I think:the. Hen Member, Mr Speaker, was less than fair when he 
said that there was a difference between private developmentand 
public development. There might well be in th, euestion of 
price and tendering and so forth but the speci:iCAtions are 
Obviously as well very different. The type of finishing in a 
private dwelling 'is very different to those'in a public one. 
For example, over the last few montha we haVe heard that the 
Government houses no longer have any tiles put on. think it 
is an unfair comment. 

EON P.  J ISOLA: _ 

Mr Speaker, I do not Want to say very Much in reply, I am . 
worried about.the argument that is being put forward. on behalf 
of-theeGovernment .as --to the capacity th-  DepartMent.' I am 
worried about. it, becausethehrguments that Ne have had in the-* 
past whentheastion.of the requirements of staff of the 
PublIed Works Departthenthaacome under close scrutiny in the 
-House the assurances that.  'we have had do nct seem to measure 
Up with what we are being told tcday that the Department would 
require more staff ^just to.acceIerate the programme that is 
anyway behind. Because the Development Programme is behind, 
they may have made some progress this year on it but the 
Programme as a whole is behind: If the reason for the Programme 
being behind:is because the, Public Works Department has not got 
proper staff hr the right staff, then some mistakes were made• 
in 1977/78 when assurances were given to.his House that the 
Public Works Department had all the professional and t eehnical , 
expertise it required to put the DevelOpment Programme into 
effect. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

If the Hon Member will give way. I think I said in 1979 more 
than once that we were short of Quantity Surveyors and it was . 
taking us along time to recruit that staff. We did nht,have 
ample staff in 1978, tha', as why there vas slippage in that • 
year. We are now ruaninz cn current trends with our staff' 
fully occupiea either in the design stage whert_they have to 
prepare documents, or in the checking stage on work that is 
actually being done at the time. 

HON P J 

Me Speaker, whether the professional staff is fully occuPfei 
on the work: of the .Department is a matter I am sure tSr 
Commission of Enquiry will be looking into. Theinformation 

Ne have is not the same but I remember the Minister for 
Economic.Development,Mr Serfaty, holding forth on the 
requirements of the Department. I do not.  remember the inter-
vention the Minister referred to, no doubt if he says he did 
say it then he must have said it but I do remember clearly in 
my mind the intervention of the Chief Minister on the develop-
ment debit on the question of staffing of the Department and 
the cateeoelcalhtatements that were made that the Department 
was geared to be able to•plan and execute the Development 
Programme withinthe time schedule of three years. I cannot 
understand the argument that is now brought on this matter 
when all we are asking is for the Government to accelerate a 
lrogramme that is behind. That is all I have to say on my 
amendment. 

MreSpeaker then put the question in the terms of the Hon P J 
Isola's amehlment ane on a vote being taken the following Hon 
Members voted in farcur: 

h, Hon J Bossano 
:The., Hon A J Haynes 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A,T Loddo 
The Hon Major. R.J Peliza 
The Hon W T Scott 

The following Hon.Members abstained: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon A J Canepa 
The Hon Major F J Dellipiani 
The Hon M K Featherstone 
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan 
The Hon J B Perez 
The Hon H J Zammitt 
.The Hon D Hull 
The Hon R J Wallace 

The following Hon Membere were absent from the fihamber: 

The Hon la T R:stano 
The Hon Dr a a Valarino 

The amendment was accordingly passed. 
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HON: A 3. CAM:51=A: 

Mr Isola .said-  earlier on that in an:' development. programme-
one. one. can xpect a certain amount of slippage and that there 
has, been slip-eat:a in this one. That is very true but it is a 
faCt that in this third financial year of the development 
programme the_prepamme is already accelerating very well • 

-indeed•a121 do not want to give figures and then find at the 
end of the financial year that my estimates have not been that 
accurate but on present form the - progress.  we are making after 
a rather slow start on the-current .developMent programme is 
.extremely rood end on present fort it may well turn out -to be - . 
either the best development programme that the Gibraltar 

'Government has ever had in terms of slippage or  if not the 
best very nearly so,, but:as I say we .are sti'd only in 
Yovember and there are some 4 or 5. months to -rn before. the 
enda'of the financial year and anything can happen between now 
and then to set back progress. We are doing pretty. well, I 
would'say, all things considered. Mr Bossano spoke about a 
meeting of the Manpower Planning Conmiteee being called in 
order for there to be more work permits available in the. 
quota,-it is not necessary.. There are enough work permits. 
available because We were ?forking .on an extremely high figure 
6 or. 9 months ago. I thin% we Were.Making provision for a 
:very large labour force,in. the building industry and, the 
'numbers never Came up.to that expectation so eve..., now, after 
.the most recent.cut:in the quota, there nre ample work permits 
to employ immediatelY for worn permits tL 1'e given to the • 
number of peeplewheehave become .  recently unemployed. The 

:nth:ter is 40, we axe 'talking .of' about 40 people who are in-
Volved in. the redandancies arising .from the moratorium. 
Some of those people have already been:employed, others are 
in receipt •of unemployment benefit, about 20 of them, and e 
there is- no difficulty whatsoever in granting .work permits 
immediately on request. We, only wish that in respect of some 
,on-going 'projects in fact some of-these labour were to be 
taken -On.e Consider what is happening with. the school where 
the Conf:raetora ought to be spendinc £4m1 a month. 'They are 
not sbending.Zzm, theyare spending £180,000 and my colleague 
who is• responsible for the implementation of the development 
programmeis..urging them to accelerate the pace becau3e the 
money is there and the money is UK money, it is not local 
funds and they do not seem to'be to have the wherewithal to 
accelerate. and keep pace with the estimated rate of expendi-.  
tui'e.that is essential. Much has been made about the capacity 
of the Public Works Department. 'The staff have b,en fairly. 
busy on plans for the next programme. The next programme :IS 
a vast development programme and if we follow the practice of 
previous years we will probably design a five year programme 
regardless of whether. it is-acceptable to Her Majesty':; 
Government or not, ODA in principle say that they only 
want to work to a .3-yeaxs developmen programme but it is 
better from the Gibraltar Government's point-W- view to work 
on a longer programme because what is carried over from one 
to the other then dovetails rather more easily. It is a vast 

376. 

programme and they are pretty busy in addition to the fact 
that ::he Quantity SUPVCOPO' hlive to vet the billa that come 
in for•exeenditure under the present programme end they are 
coming in fairly well in the current programme because there 
are months when we are spending £800,000, of that order so 
that has got to be vetted anu checked very carefully Toth 
in the coarse of this debate and when - we were considering the 
supplementary estimates, Yr Isola expressed concern at the 
extent of funding from local funds. The position is that 
there have been cash limits imposed by Her Majesty's Govern-
ment during the current financial year so even though there 
are conmitments on the part of Her Majesty's Government to 
project in the current development programme, the cash limit 
means that funds are not available beyond that cash limit and 
therefore what you have had in respect, for instance, of St 
Jago's and St Joseph's, has been a much greater injection of 
local funds than what otherwise would have been the case. -In 

.this financial year, out of projected expenditure on housing 
of £32m, ODA are providing £2m and from local funds we arc 
already providing £1.5m and that is why we are coming, if we 
haven't reached that already, to the limit that we can borrow, 
there isr't a great deal more than you can borrow. The power 
situation uoesn't make matters any easier having just received 
a tender well above the anticipated estimates and :oney has 
got to be ilund for that. It is no use planning io build 
hundreds of new houses in the next development programme if 
you haven't got the infrastructure for that. If we had done 
-hat was suggested. by Members opposite at the beginning of 
thl:, financial year during the budget and we had not raised 
the revenue that we did raise, our ability to finance even 
our maintenance works programme would be severely limited. 
In this.  Meeting of the House we have voted over £300,CCGG for 
our maintenance programme. If we had not done that those 
people would have become redundant. the Government would have 
had to dismiss its own employees. We are able to come to the 
House readily for this kind of money because the financial 
situation touay is mach happier than what it was about la 
months agp. But it has already been eroded by this nim that 
we have had to vote, by less revenue anticipated because of 
:he fiasco, as I would call it, over the Police and also the 
other similar fiasco of the amount of money that we have had 
to spend in connection with works for the anticipated opening 
of the frontier. All that has curtailed the buoyancy of our 
financial resources this year. And with borrowing already at 

being a. daunting-nroposition, there is no wry that we can 
inject Sim or ..=rn from. the recurrent budget irio the Improve-
ment and Development Fund. May I remind the Houze that the 
contribution from lccnl funds in this year's Improvement and 
Development Fund, whieh is Cl0m, the local contribution is 
£41m already so we are making a very 'substantial contribution 
ourselves.. Faced with these constraints we do not just say 
that we cannot accept the motion because my Honourable Friend 
is already, even before he is seriously considering the motion, 
finding all sorts of excuses as the Honourable Major Peliza 
said. That is not what we do in Government. You look at 
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matters•objectively and you go into them .in- depth and you see 
whether sorething can be done about it. It is poeular•to 
build more ho- es, we are not - eolne to gain any votes oe ens 
kudos from•pulting back the programme. We are soliticcl 
ante l,. and we eeact as such and therefore we try to see 
whethee there are wajs and means of doing things but there 
are eeveseen-in4ieratI-Ons, mainly of a financial nature, and 
therefore whet we have to look is to a vast Cevelopment pro- 
gramme beginning' in April next year in which housing will un- 
doubtedly have the top priority and gear .ourselves up so that 
between the carry over from the e:resent development programme 
into the next one byway of St Jego's, St Joseph's and so on 
and the nea works, the new projects that will be coming in, 
the transition will be a srooth one and we 'el_ be able to 
have 3 or 4 years of an accelerating building pogramme in 
housing. May I, as •a parting shot;'inform the !louse that a 
certain tender which has recently come in involvina the 
modernisation of 25 units, the tender price is L160,000 
higher than what we had estimated for and therefore that is 
adding over £6,0O0 to each housing LAit. That is why my 
Honourable Friend Major Deilipiani spoke about the dichotomy 
1r the divergence of approach in the end result that there 
seems to be'between work .w.h.h the Government puts out to 
tender and work which, apparently, the private seeter• is able 
'to have at cheaper prices. I don't know whether it is a 
question of finishing, here we.are talking of modarnieation, 
end,our'own technical experts tell us the*. you can expect a 
certain price and you find nearly .over. £S, 100 more perhousing 
unit. The morey has to be founti,eit has to be.met because 
you .have to meet the tender so that we can get on with it. 
These are the limitations and.thatis why, with all the best 
will in the world, we are not able to accept the motion. 

MR SFEAKER: 

If there are no other contributors I will call on the mover 
to reply. 

TO J EOSSANO: 

Yr Speaker, obviously, I regret the inability of the Govern-• 
meet. to accept the motion but I welcome the honesty and 
sincerity pith which' the Minister for Labour 'has explained 
the Government's position and I have no wish to eabark on a 
seeech which effectively. makes political capital out cf the 
Government's discomfort or problems. I think if We have 
serious financial problems in-providing the sort of lenel of 
construction and nrovistee of houses-which Gibraltar mieds,. 
then that is a matter thee, should concern all of 'us in s;he 
House of Aseembly-  and not, just those who todayssit on the-
Government tenches. I try and make the notions that I bring 
to the House and the arguments that I use in sunnort of those 
motions sufficiently'palatable - to the Government so as to get 
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their support because I know that I can only translate those 
wishes into reality by obtaining a majority of si;pport in the 
lipla --;e for them. I welcoce the support that I Let from the 
Members Dr the Opposition but they must underetaeu that as far 
as I am concerned if all I were to do in years in the House 
of Assembly was to embarrass the Government with the support 
of the rest of the Opposition and never get anything done, I 
would- feel at the end of the day I would have done very little 
for the people who put me here. Therefore, althoueh I regret 
that the Government feels unable and I think if I understood 
the• Minister for Labour correctly, they feel unable to do it 
because of their assessment of their many other commlteents 
rather tlan from an unwillingness to do what I or urging them 
to do in this motion, then I regret that this should be so. 
I think that it is a mistake not to accelerate the programme', 
I think that the net cost of accelerating it would not be as 
high as it might appear superficially although it might well 
mean that the extra financing cost comes at a particularly 
awkward moment for Government, that I can understand. I feel 
that the situation in the construction inaestry, even if the 
moratoriun is about to-be lifted, is already one where there 
is a gap in ;he continuity of employment which we can ill 
afford to have it Gibraltar because we are so dependent on 
immigrant workers and the Don6urable Member may say that there 
are only 1.0 enemployea or 20 unemployed out of those who were. 
declared eedesdant but this is only because some of those have 
gone into tee public sector. We cannot escape the fact that 
we. hare reduced the quota of permits in the privet sector con-
sereetion industry and that is an indication of a lower level 
of activity than was envisaged originally. I can understand -
the econu',ic restraints, I can understand the'inedeguacy of, 
-perhaps, an' over bureaucratic system in producing planning-cn 
time in order to go out - to tender but if we are talking about 
the physical_capacity of the industry we should be seeing that 
construction industry as an entity which-in order to be viable 
has got to be of a :certain size and below that size it ceases 
to be viable. This aliplies to all the sectors in our ecencrey, 
it applies to sectors in any economy anywhere in the world. 
There is a size below which the Dockyard cannot function and 
if yol allow it to drop below that it ceases to be capable of 
carrying out a certain task. The same is true of the con-, 
strection industry and I think that my main concern •is that 
we should not allow that to happen and even if the Government 
is unable to support the motion at this stage, I would urge 
them to keep a very elase look to see how the industry is 
performieg and the Yenister'for Labour in pertieular who is 
required to be inforred of impending redundancies under the 
requirements in our own law. following that of the EEC regula-
tions which provides for prior notice of up to 9C dayS of 
impending redundancies, that he should keep a very close,look 
on how the industry is developing and if necessary, whatever 
the extra burden that may have to be placed on Government 

. finances temporarily, if he sees that the situation is 
deteriorating, he should have a second look at the possibility 
of pushing more work on to the construction industry to ensure 
that we do not find ourselves with a loss of irreplacable 
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skills which later on may in fact inhibit the Government froe 
carrying out the level of construction that it is today 
envisaging in its proposal for the next developnent programme.. 
Before ending my contribution, Mr Speaker, I would just like 
to answer the points made by the Honourable and Learned Yr 
Haynes which I think were different from that of anybody else, 
in respect of his criticism on my belated, I think that was 
the basic point that was tnying to make, my belated idea 
that the oncgrarre sheu'.d be accelerated when in fact his own 
Party brought the motion last March criticising the Government 
for the inadequacy of their development programme. I would 
like to say to-him that in his contribution today he seems to 
have reverted to his pre-Casola's days and that I prefer him 
in the mood he is after a visit to Patio Casola than in the 
mood he was in toaay. I think that if he analyses what he 
said today and.what he said the lest time and the effect that 
he has had in the House of Assembly, he will realise that if 
he had taken the stand in the case of the CasoAs building 
problem of condemning the Government for their failure to 
resolve the problem rather than appealing to the Government 
on behalf of the people concerned, he might have been muchh  
more successful in Scoring political debating points but Ian:. 
less successful in defending and protecting the interests of 
the people concerned. I was apologetic to him or, that occasion 
and moved by his sneech-b5caese .1 thought that he has pt.n• aside 
completely any rarely self-interested view as e politican and -
was concerned entirely by the welfare of the people involved in 
thst situation. I think he will realise that the impression he 
mode or. the House of Assembly was precisely because of that, 
because not only did- I recoeniSe it but every other Member of 
the House also did. myself, Mr Speaker, am conscious of the 
fact that I can attack constantly the Government for their 
mistekes and achieve nothing. I prefer instead to give the 
Government the benefit of the doubt and hope that by my con-
tribution I will influence them to be a better Government for 
Gibraltar. I commend the motion and my own attitude to the 
Hon and Learned lir Haynes. 

R ? L 2. : 

.1. will then put the question which is that: "This 'House con-
siders that the Government housing building programme should 
be accelerated to take advantage cf any slack there may be in 
the cont:truction industry thus helping to alleviate. he 
recession in the industry and meet the unsatisfied' d.:mand for.  
suitable housing for people on the Housing Depart:ent waiting 
list" 

Mr Speaker then put the question and oi a. vote being taken the 
following Hon Members voted in favour: 

The Eon J Bossano 
The Eon A J Haynes 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major H J Peliza 

Eon G T Restano 
The Hon W f Scott  

Tle Hon I Abecasis 
Hon A J Canepa 

Tie Hon Major F J Lellipiani 
Toe Hon Y K Featherstone 
Tne Hon Sir. Joshua Hassan 
The Hon 'J B Perez 
The Hon H J Zammitt, 
The Hon D Hull 
The Hon R J Wallace 

The following Hon Member was absent from the Chamber: 

The Hon Dr R G Valarino 

The motion was accordingly defeated. 

HON ;, B)SSANO: 

Me Speaker, I beg to move that:-  "This House considers that 
the re.iefant Ordinance should be amended to ailow, the.•personal 
representatives of employees who die in employment, having 
completed a nomination form to obtain payment of any money due 
from their employer automatically without the need to obtain 
Grant of Representation". Mr Speaker,, this is a matter which 
has, been outstanding. for a number of years in the sense that 
the trade union movement in the Public.Sector where, generally 
speaking, a person who dies in employment is owed a sum of 
money amounting to several thousand pounds at today's rate of 
pay, as regards the gratuity, and also-they. ray be owed money 
for wages and annual leave and the payment of a pension to a 
widow and all .of these things, apparently, as far as .we con 
understand from the employers, cannot be .paid to the widow or 
to anybody else in the absence ofthe employee concerned having 
a will. •The matter was' raised in the joint Industrial Council 
in January, 1977, and the Official Er:ployera then indidated.  
their willingness to have a system introduced whereby he 
employee could, on taking up employment in the Public Sector, 
sign a nomination form which would enable the person nominated 
to colleet from :he employers whatever money was due without 
having.  to go thrJugh a procedure involving the employment of a 
lawyer and the .expendi..ure of money and a certain amount of 
delay. Th : position of the employers, since 1977, has been 
that thi-  was something that could not be done in Gibraltar 
because the law here differed in some respects from the law in 
he United Kingdom. I raised this in the ..Houne of Assembly 

some three years ago in a Question.and the Attorney-General at 
the time, the Hon Mr Havers, said he would look into the matter 
but notning has been done to establish whether an amendment is . 
required to our laws and, if so, to introduce such an amendment. 
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Therefore, we have la situation where there is-clearly -a poSi- • 
tion where a great deal of anguish and to some extert hardship 
is caused to the dependents and relatives of the person that 
dies in employment. We have had such a situation, to my know-
ledeee in the last. week-where we have had two elderly persons 
who are relatives of twcnmemberS of the Executive of our Union, 
who died in the last Week and whose widows are unable to obtain 
the payment of the gratuite because the workers•concerned, both 
of them in the employment of the Gibraltar Government, one was 
a labourer and the other a craftsmen, had not left a will and 
.there was nobody that could be established as being. the heir to 
the money that was owed. This is something-  that has been going 
on for a considerable period of time. There seems to be a cer-
tain amount of- confusion as to what the exact legal position is 
but there is no question about one thing, that the money cannot. 
be  obtained immediately, that there is -a-considerable - period of 
delay and that invariably people are advised that they have to 
obtain the services of a lawyer which means the Jamey not being 
available at the time of greatest need when the funeral expenses 
and so on have to be met. The second thing is that the people 
who have had traumatic experience. of losing a very, loved petecia 
within their own family then have the added complication of 
haviroe to go through a legal procedure to obtain money which • 
comes emotionally at the Worst possible moment, when'peopTh 
really are.con6erned about the loss of someone that they lore 
and they really d.).not want to be - involved in having to gc to 
•a lawyer, or go to.coUrt and therefore it seems, to them, as 
if the. "system", if I.- can use the word to invertedcommas, the 
Government or the employer,- was totally insensttive to their 
needs. There :is' no need for-SoMethine -like- this to be con-
tinuing to be part of our laws in Gibraltar. I- -am convinced 
myself that Members of.the House'and, indeed, members of the 
legal profession would not wish to reteintbis.situation even 
if it meanS.whatemust be a fairly small --propOrtiorr of the in-
comes of those who clap involved•in defending cess like this. 
I am sure that if lawyers take these cases up Lt is because 
there is no Other way of doing it,. they have to but I am .sure 
:they must understand that it is the worst possible moment. I 
have no hesitation .in saying, Mr Sneaker, that I haVe on more 
than one occasion approached the Hon - and Learned the Chief 
Minister for his assistance professionalIe free of charge for 
people who have been particularly needy and -he has never had 
ire/ hesitation in giving it. I think the point i< that it is 
net a ques%ilon•of a notion attacking any particular sector or 
interest group in odr community, it is a question thot it•ia a 
long-standing problem, I do not think the House of AE'sembly• 
would wish it to continue if it is possible-to put ri.ght. I 

• commend the motion to the House in the convection that in the 
sentiments that'I express on behalf of the p;ople who have 
made representations to me in this matter am bringing some-
thing to the House which must enjoy the sympathy of all Members, 

'Kr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon J 
Bossano's motion. •  

HON CH= MINIGTER: 

Mr Speakeen as the Hon "over has said, he need save no-  cause 
for alarm. .We fully agree with the motion and, indeed, I must 
apologise if the Attorney-General of the- day answered a ques-
tion affirmatively and we have not got on with the legislation. 
There may be some limitations, which the Attorney-General will 
refer, to the extent to whith this can be done and I would like' 
to remove a misunderstanding from the Hon over about the ques-
tion of whether there is a will or not. Whether there is a will 
or not, either Probate, which is when a Will is found and must 
be regularised by obtaining a Grant of Probate accorsaing to the 
Administration of Estates Ordinance from the court, or if .there 
is no will the procedure is to obtain 'what is called Letters of 
Adminstration which means in the absence of a person having 
decided by will what is done with his property, the law has 
certain ways in which to distribute the property first by 
£1,000 to the widow, half of the rest for life for the widow 
and half for the children. The law does a distribution for 
somebody who left money and did not say what he wanted done 
with it. I do not think there is any quarrel about the way 
that •is done, it follows the practice in the United Kingdom 
except that the amount-  that the widow takes is much higher 
there because perhaps they are dealing with much bigger amounts 
but the reason for the legislation is two-fold.. One is 'to en-
sure that whoever takes charge of the will of the individual 
pays the debts of the .indiviuual out of the monies that are 
received as part of his estate. The other one is, if the. 
estate is very large, that there is sufficient machinery to 
ensure that Estate Duty is paid. On the present form and as a 
result of a -recent amendment we brought to this HoUse, Estate 
Duty -is only payable when the gross. value of the estate is over 
£5,000. It used to be £2,000 and then precisely in order to 
obviate tie malUng up of inventories and making a very detailed 
declaration of the assets and the liabilities, if you juet make 
a declaration to soy that•the gross value is worth less than 
£5,000 you automatically get the certificate if it is true, of 
course, from the Estate Duty Office to say that no duty is pay-
able which Certificate you-  take to the court with the applica-
tion for either a Probate of the will or Letters of Administra-
tion. It is true that very few people of those mainly referred 
to or which cause concern to the Mover, bother to make a will 
or to make an ,  prOision and sometimes it creates very great 
hardship. ,e-nietimap people who are very close if they have the 
opportunity would ebvibusly leave the property to somebody who 
may not be a blacri relation but who has got more morel right to 
the properly han somebody living in England whohas not seen 
his wife for .25 years then if he had made a nomination or a 
will. In respect of nomination there is already the provision, 
I st.nrose under the Post Office Ordinance, that you can make a 
nomination of any amount of money in the Savings Bank and you 
can get the money without getting a grant of Letters of Adminis-
tration on-, indeed, of Probate. Some people make a nomination 

• and then make a will later on and therefore there would be no 
difficulty in amending the Ordinance but there are limitations 
which the Attorney-General will refer to. Whereas now, and I 
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think under directions of the Government, if the value of the 
glauity or sorething like that is untie: £500 or £300 it is 
paid without a grant because the amount of money is harila 
enough even to nay for the funeral if that-is the case, apart 
from the funeral grant which is quite alright but is not enough 
to pay for a funeral, the position now is that you have to . 
satisfy the Government or the DOE or the MOD, that the person-
is the person who is entitled, the widow in the. case of some-.  
body who dies. with a wife, or the children, so that really the 
person who pays_wants to get a proper discharge for the money 
he nays to ensure that nobody eise.comes along and says that 
he is entitled to that gratuity and that it was paid to the' 
wrong person. We made provision in the Administration of 
Estate Ordinance that no Probate erill be required or Letters of 
Administration for an estate of more than .£5,000,. and gratuities. 
nowadays are pretty high for people with long service, but still 
.hey will have to make a declaration of what the Estate is 
so that the Estate Duty is paid. It inevitably takes a little 
time but whereas the Government can, in implementing this, en-
sure that if there is a nomination it will be paid much wicker 
than it is now with the need of employing the services of a 
lawyer and it is required, it is not a closed shop situation 
of the lawyer, it is a necessity of the system that somebody 
must craft a note to lead to Probate and you could possibly-if 
you have got a couple of precedents you might be able to do it 
in the Union for teople but you might find that after all ;:here 
ia a little technicality about it that you must do it the night 
way otherwise it is sent back and it takes longer. 'Certainly, 
there would be a considereale amount of acoeleration'in the pay-
ment cf eratuities a:Mi.:wages locally but once this is done I 
must commend te- the Hon Mover that he must also ensure that the 
procedures on the side of the MOD are ecceleratxlbecause we have, 
as the Hon Member knowc, quite a number of people who come to 
our Chambers, as-any other lawyer has, and in practice I-find 
that even in a small gratuity, there was one the other day of 
£3,700 whilst the widow swears that it is under £5,000 and gets 
a certificate and then swears the oath to say: "I am the widow, 
I am entitled, I should be paid", whilst we get that when they 
tell you in the PSA/DOE: "Now that you have got the grant we 
have to. send it to England to get approval in order that we can 
pay you here". That is another element of delay which no doubt, 
once-  the procedure is changed could help the Hon Member. The 
Government in Gibraltar, like any nomination in the Post Offic,,. 
if you provide the nomination and you-say: "I am the person • 
named", it is virtually like a will although it has not got to 
have all the formalities of two persons in the presence of saeh 
other or in the m?e;ence of the testator, you, go to the Post 
Office and say: "':.ha. book is in the name of so-and-so. I as 
the merson nominated", which is normally filed in the Post 
Office itself and so lons'es you do not have to pay Estate Duty 
you show that or if you have to pay it you have )ald it then • 
yoe get the money an it would happen the same way with the 
Government but it would not be so if present procedures are 
followed. .My. experience of the Ministry of Defence is that 
once they get the grant they don't start saying: "Send us the 
money so that, when the grant is here we can pay it" Once they 
get the grant of Probate they say: "Let us have .e photocopy and 
the original. We must send it to England and when it comes back 
we will pay you". 

HON J BOSSA70: 

If the Hon Member will give way. I welcome very much -his con-
tribution and the point tha c he is making but I am sane he will 
agree with Le ..hat if we can sort out the legal framework then 
the logical sequence to that would be to have a standard system 
inteedueed by agreement between the Union and the Official 
Employers which then the United Kingdom lepartments would have 
to follow the same procedure as the Gibraltar Government. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

That is why I am warning the Hon Member that this has to follow 
whatever amendments are made. Any savings can be obtained 
provided they are specified and the Attorney-General will 
elaborate on this in his contribution. I am very sorry that 
if an affirmative answer was given some time ago that we have 
not paesued it and we will certainly not take time this time 
to see to it if there is approval to it subject to the condi-
tions the Attorney-General will put down. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, 14 too, was unaware that this matter was raised 
three years ago. I sheuA have done that and I regret the 
delay in the matter. Following on from the Hon and Learned ' 
the Chief Minister, Mr Speaker, I see no reason why technically 
an amendment of this nature cannot be made. As the motion is 
worded, without in any way detracting from the spirit of it, I 
think it is rather wide because there are points which I would 
like to refer to. I do not think they are insupereble,'but I 
would like to,.refer briefly to them. If I can just core back 
to the'role of the person representative just to be quite clear 
on it. Somebody must take charge of an estate and manage the 
estate, pay off the debts, distribute the - proceeds and as the 
Hon and Learned Chief Minister has sold it does not matter 
whether there is a will or not. In the case of a will the 
deceased person will have nominated his executor. In' the cese 
of a person who dies without making a will then the law provides 
for persons to apply and normally it will be a person with a 
close conlection. I am sure the Hcn Member will accept that 
principle that somebody must manage-the estate and be respon-
sible in law for the Management of the Estate. Therefore, it 
seems to me that what we are talking about here is a limited 
derogation from that principle to cover that difficult period 
after a person dies, with his bereavement there is a need for 
money the funeral expenses and so on. We are looking for a 
limited derogation from that, a limited regime, if you like, 
within that to cover the situation. If, as the motion expresses 
it, it is the personal representative at large who is going to 
be the person to whom this derogation is to be granted, then it 
is not necessary to nominate him because in law that is his 
role any‘ra5. You do not nominate your personal representative, 
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h exists'as a matter of law. Were that the approach to be 
used, to say that the personal representative may Obtain this 
money to tide the estate over, then to..me it would seem to be 
more appropriate to say let us have a 'statutory prev_sion for 
that to be the case within the Administration of Estate :aws 
and possibly within the Wills law as well, I have reservations 
personally as to whether that might not be s little wide and in.  
fact wider than is needed to meet the point that the Hon - Member 
is making. There is another way of doing it and I am grateful 
'to him for having given to me the precedents from the system 
that works in England and I see that they do follow the other 
alternative and- that is to nominate a person specifically, and 
logically where the deceased is married it would seem to be in 
normal circumstances desirable that it be the wife. Perhaps, 
speaking more generally one would provide for the nomination 
of next of kin which term could be defined. 

HON J BOSaANO: 

If the Hon Lt.eber would give way. As I understand it, it is 
• not an area where I' can speak with any great deal of authority 
because of the technicalities, but the basic argument that has 
been put in the discussions between the Official Eeployers and 
eh Trade Union movement on this point has stemmed around the 
fact that the employers have maintained that as-the law stands 
at Present if somebody were to noeinate a person whom they want 
to be paid whatever money is owed to them, the employer: have 
got no protection against`heir liability against the claim 
from someone else on the basis that the money shodld have been 
paid to the eerson making the claim rather than to the person 
that has been paid and the unwillingness of the employer to 
put themselves into that position of potential. liability, so . 
that seees to be really what needs to be changed to give that 
protection. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, under either option one could include a provision 
for an indemnity, I would imagine, on the making of a declara-
tion by the person who comee along and says: "I am the widow 
or I am the son", or indeed if we have the personal represen-
tative option. If the person who is claiming*makes a declara-
tion then I think the law should provide for the employer to 
be indemnified. I personally prefer the :second a:ternatieai of 
nominating a sp;c'fied person as being the next ae kin. 'I 
think that is a aerrower and therefore a more controllable way 
of doing it. I think it should meet the practical consinera-
tions that arise because they are the people who are going to' 
be needing money. I think it is necessary to eontrol that as • 
strictly as poesible because there are valid interests;  there 
are the interest of creditors and it follows that one should 
desirably limit he class of Persons who can be nominated, and 
I think it also follows, Mr Speaker, that one should limit the 
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amount to e :um which is functional, in other words, reasonably 
enough to cover funeral costs, to cover living excenses, for 
that period of time which wbuld normally elapse before the 
Estate can be brought under a formal control by the obtaining 
of Probate om Letters of Administration. For myself, Mr 
Speaker, those two criteria would be desirable, a definition -
o_= the class of person who can be nominated and also some 
upper limitation on the amount of money that may be advanced. 
I think it should be on a functional basis and the rest I 
think wou7a be machinery but obviously one would need the 
indemnity clause because that is the most important aspect of 
it, one would also need I think to have sore sort of sanctions • • 
to make sure that the proper person applies for it. If those 
criteria were taken into account I myself see no reason why it 
could not be done, Mr Speaker. 

BON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, we sympathise with the motion. I think the wording 
of it is not-the right wording because thepersonal represents-
teve as has already been said, you never know who the personal 
representative of somebody is until the Court has said who they 
are because you might find the wife saying she :is the personal • 
representative and the sons•saying they are and somebody else 
saying that they are. as I understand the nomination procedures, 
what happens is that employee lodges with his employer a nom- 
inatien form and he says: ".In the case of my death give the money 
to aeawife•or my children, named next of kin". I think that if 
there is a cash limit as to-what can-be paid under this, I would 
not like to -see a need for-the person before he gets the money 
to clear with the Estate Duty Office in Gibraltar that any 
estate duty has been - paid ..besause there you are back eto the same 

:ek procedure as to the courts. What one could do is that in the 
legislation you could make it a legal obligation on the persOn 
who pays to notify-the Commissioner of Estate Duties as to the 
person to whom the money has been paid, and the amount, so as 
not to interfere with the actual payment. If the person who 
has received the money does not receive much else but this 
particular gratuity of .C,OCC or £4,000 which does not attract 
Estate Duty, if the Estate itself-  does attract, in fact, 
because it has much more money, the person can be chased up, I-
would hive thought. The idea of getting the money quickly to 
a persce would require it to be paid on proof .that that person 
is 'Lie person in the nomination form, to a United extent. I 
agree with the Hon and Learned Attorney-General that there wodld 
be a need in the law•to indemnify the person who pays. I can 
visualise quite easily the situation of somebody who has signed 
the nomination form in 1980, •dieS in 1985, having forgOtten he 
signed his nomination- form, has divorced his wife, there are 
other children, and people coming along and saying that belongs 
to them. To make this work there-has got to be a legal obliga-
tion from the. employer to pay the person nominated but, equally, 
he must have a legal indemnity otherwise it just does not work 
because the question of representation, as the Hon and Learned 
Attorney-General has said, the question of going to court for 
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reoresentation is a very sensible procedure because it is the 
°Ay way you can ensure that somebody who is dead and is no 
longer there to soy what he wants done with his money, that 
hisamaney is not dealt with except by people who have been__ 
recoenised as his personal representative. That ia, Mr Opeaker, 
for-bigger estates but not for the sort of estate that the Hon 
Mover -  talks about and certainly we•would go along with the. • 
system of nomination Provided we have the safeguards that the 
Hon •and Learhed Attorney-General has set out. We support the 
spirit of the motion but we cannot really support the motion 
in.those words because personal representative means somebody 
the court has recognised as personal representative. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

The only point I would like to make on the contribution of the 
• Leader of the Opposition is that for that to happen, for pay-

ment to be made straightaway irrespective of Estate Duty - there 
must be a limitation in the value that has to be paid. Some-
body could haze a gratuity for £4,500 and £15,000 or £20,000 on 
Savings,Eonds and therefore the estate duty that• the mcney 
would call for would not be inconsiderable and therefore there 
should be a limitation of the money that a person can receive 
related to his grataity and to his benefit at work; -the rest% 
must follow the usual procedure. 

EON P J ISOLA: 

That is why I said that there did not seem to me to be any 
point in holding back the money because if there was no other. 
money than that there would be no death duties paYable anyway 
tut if thenewas .e20;000 or L30,000 tucked awey eeomewhere then 

- the Government can get its bite from there through the normal 
',procedure. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

One very brief suggestion that I would make and that is on the 
question of the nomination form. The nomination form - first of 
all nominates wife or husband but there may be cases where . 
people may Wish to nominate other people. It seems to me that 
this nomination form which is a very goodthinal because at 
least on :paper it would be recorded who the per: o.: wishes his . 
money to go to, is is a form of executorship but feel :t 
should be the onus of the employers to send reminders every • 
year whether the same nominee is intended because it may well 
ben Mr Speaker, that persons may at the beginning or their 
employment when they may not even be married in those days 
and - they may decide that their executor or their nominee should. 
be  their parents and then.during the course of the years they 
may get•  married and then they might wish their husband or wife 
to be their nominees and it may well be that they might even 
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get separaee'fl and I think it is very possible that they might 
forget to .:et'orm he employers that it is no loneer their 
parents in the re:eat place and their husband or wife in the 
second place. I think tnet it is quite natural thet this may 
well be scan d I think it will be a very small administrative 
point whim: would not take a lot of effort for reminders once 
a yea:' to be sent to employees asking them to confirm that so-
and-eo is still under their nominee or executor. 

HON J B036ANO: 

Mr Speaker, if I can just take the point made by the. Hon.Mr 
Restano, I think the mechanics of how the introduction of the 
nomination form takes place is a matter for agreement between 
the employers and the staff representatives. The point, 
basically, is that the employers have been unwilling to move 
on this issue because they feel themselves unprotected. under 
tee existing law against a liability arising out or an unknownn 
will existing so that if they pay to a person that they think • 
they should pay and then find themselves with a claim from 
sameone else they then feel that they have got no way of 
avoiding paying twice. That is basically what. has held up the 
situation until now. -.:onsequently, what I as' asking the House 
with my notion, and Epologise to the House if t is not 
particularly well drafted, I do not claim any technical 
expertise in this mal.t,Jr, what I want basically is to remove 
that .)Istacle so tha. the necessary negotiation can go ahead 
between the employers and the Unions to enable an agree:: fora 
of nomination to be signed so that the employer can pay who-
ever the employee wanta to be paid and the onus of responsi-
bility Must be on the employee. Quite franklyni think the 
employers would be very reluctant to accept a greater respon-
sibility than the one of saying: "OX, if on employee comes and 
tans us he wants so-and-so to be paid then it is up to him to 
come and tell us if he changes his mind". I think that would 
be the attitude of the employers, quite frankly. Zffectively, 
I do not think we in the House can do anything to change their 
minds one way or the other. As far as we•are concerned if we 
move into a situation where the main obstacle is removed then 
it should be possible to introduce a system acceptable to both 
sides. I commend the motion to the House and I am grateful 
for the sapport that it has found, Ur Speaker. 

Mr elpeaker then put the question In the terea of the Eon J 
Bossano'u notion which was resolved in the affirmative and the 
motion was accordingly psssed. 

HON J ROSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move under Standing Order No. 60 the sus-
pension of Standing Order No. 19,to enable me to move a motion 
of which I have given notice, in view of the fact that there 
has net 'seen enough time since the lapse of the original notice. 
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722 SPeAkeraPut: theequestion whiCh was resolved in theaffirta-
'Ave and Standing. Order No. 19 was accordingly.saspended. 

HON J BOSSAN0a • 

I beg to move. that: "This House considers hatin:aeleetingthe 
successful tenderers in the sale of land for private develop-
ment, the Major consideration should be the impact on Gibraltar's 
housing problem taking into account the number of units that will 
become available subject to compliance with statutory reqUire-. 
mente. Mr Speaket,the motionaeffedtively calls for a declara:-. 
tiOn :of p01:icY bY:theBouSe to:be'taken into-otoodnt:ty the 

'Government andabyjtheender Board:.in eaceacieiagatheirAudge-
,ment as betteen competing tendert,fOr land for detelOpMent. 

• The ..principle involved in, the Mottohaand thefprintiple which I 
would urge upon. thea;FOUse tofoi4pOrf; isaone 'Which is related 
both to the Motion:that we hate had tin the construction indUstry 
and, indeed, to the views that haVe:been expressed by the Geverna. 
ment and: by other Members of the JOPPosition:as to the:importance 
of increasing ;:he output Of houses,teateet dibraltar'shousing , 
needs. We hate to understand' that. in a 'situation like .we, have 
in Gibraltar_there- We hate got very limited land available to 
4Ouse adequately the population, *here have a situation" 
where over a ter. ,;ear peried.Ourtotal -poPulation.ha:agrown 
from 26,BCO•te 29;700,aah InCreaee'Ofa3,000, We cannetaaffeet-r 

-ivelyalOOkuponalandaPUrelasaaattmaiodityathatashouldegoto 
theahighaatabidderregardieteeof":theabpPtrttnitiet inherent in 
developing.•land in a ParticularwaY,.a.OnCeaapiete , 
Usedjnaonerrat':there i8aacriceAhai.,is,Padd,whichie'notajusV' 
the price. paid, for -the:laad'aaitadsale7pricethat . it paid for 
the, opportuaity2that is;lottabyadevelopingathat'land in.some:T 
other.way andacanteqUently what Lot-saying ia.that the=:Govern. 
ren't, in lookingaat theproMotion of. private,eactoradeveloptenta 
of land as a part.of,a programme to ..increase the supply.and the. 
stock of housing, and I believe that-one -cannot develop an 
adequateaprogramme for -hoUtingain Gibraltar withoutaeuch , 
Programme being cOmprehensive.enoughtoacover  
the private,. sector, this is in fact one of the fundamentals : of.; 
the Policy of Mye Party,on hOueing", again 1,t ,is O:Motion carried 
at our last Party.Aosemblyi.that there

, 
:ahoUld be-detelopMentin .  

the public. eector'ead encaarageterittif -the,pritateaeeCtor' in 
the development of hOtising and that the two.things Should be,  
complementary rather than in conflict with each other. I :a 
would maintain, Speakera  that ii one allowt aap,lot of land 
togo toesOmeone,Who.maaapay a fewTthoutandpOundtpore for 
that area and then develdj it as one:Unit With eataas like a 
garden and a swimming pool that 'th'y feh peOple 
can afford to have, that would be the wrong way in which. to 
use land in Gibraltar if there is someone else Willing to 
develop that area more intensively to provide cheaper units 
thatean:accommoaateeo greater. number of families. The last 
part of t_ motion effectively ensures that if that is the 
torte of -priority that ,is given, that priority: will not-be to 
ferrye•buildingaoreto,Sub-standard housing whicha1 do not think 
we should encourage or want. We do not want a situation where 
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- we have land speculators wanting to make a fast buck by putting 
a lot of uneatisfactory housing on a small piece of land in 
order to get the maximum return in a very short period', Mr 
Speaker, and theiefore the Government itself should .assure 
that the, standards - are odequate although I hesitate to say 
that' the standards should be those of Government housing in 
the li.r,ht of..recent experience. Nevertheless, Mr.Speaker, 
thinlaathat the Government should not accept, obviously, plans 
which they consider would - provide houting that might be cheap 
only because they are built with inferior materials or because 
the standard of workmanship is below that which is required by - 
building regulations, etc. But within the context of What is 
considered necessary in the. United Kingdom very many years ago, 
Er Speaker, the Government introduced what was known as the 
Parker Morris standard in public housing, which I do not think 
we have got the equivalent of in Gibraltar. I think it would 
be:desirable to have .a standard of housing and that people 
should not be allowed to build below that standard. Put with- 

. in our existing statutory requirements, if the Government has 
got to'choose. between-the development of apiece of land which 
in the end will produce less units, then they must consider 
that it is in Government's own interest to see more. units 
produced because that affects the total supply/demand equation • 
which I was •taking reference to in my previous motion on the 
conttraction industry where I drew the attentioncf the House . 
.to- the growth of the population over the last ten years, the 
grOwth.of,:the - nutber7.of:housing units over the last ten years, 
we duse.seea:ofnecese'itya.that . ia' the population is going at 
a-. certain.rate, thenaif weare producing houses-above that 
rate-,.taking into...account:hoth.public and privatea then there
wilIabeastaspin-Offaon the demand on public bodsing which re-
doundt•toltheaGovernmenti s,benefit. In addition, no doubt,• the 
needatq-subsiditeahouses'would then•move more into the area of 

• subsidising . tbese'in need rather than having to subsidise vir-
tually everybody now becaUse 70% of the population is houzed 
in Government housing because basically there-is no alternative 
within the means of many people of the middle income. We should 
have an unusual situation for Western Europe in Gibraltar where 
it is only basitally the relatively very well-off who can afford 
to own their.OWn homes and a lot of professional people who 
would anywhere else consider it natural to be owner/occupiers 
ihG.ibra7Aar;-1ok to-the GOvernment for adequate hoUsing 
because thilre seems- to be no choice. •It is either gettina into 
debt-to an :extent that they cannot really afford to or else 
havig, te go on to- the Waiting list which makes the Government's 

• -,ask tr, providing public hOUsinganuch more difficult than it 
_needs to be if we compare 'our own situation with that of any- • 
boay:elsea :1 :think •thare-are two basic arguments, Yr Speaker, 

• that it makea•economic sense- within a comprehensive housing 
7  programme to encourage private. sector development that ia , com-

patible and not in-conflict:-With public sector development. 
Secondly, that,we have got a limited amount of space in Gib-
raltar on which we all have to live and that it is in my esti-
mation totally immoral to allow anybody just because they can 
afford-,o  do ao;• to take too big a share of the space that is 
available, I commend the motion to the House.' 
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Speaker Proposed the question in the terms of the kon 
Bossano's motion. • 

:CiaLtAkt 

Mi-,Spesker. the Government is very happy_tete able-tOgiVe-
full support lothIs-MotiCA. ;'e concur fully with the yhjec* 
tines Which it seeks to acIlieve. In eet, It hat Already been 
deonsideratioa with HoMe Ownership SeheMeethat the GaVern—
ment has'tried to.  get off the ground that pPiOrity. ha's been 
given to people who could return to Government otheracCommoda* 
tion that would enable the Government.t6 direct it towards 
making the greatest impact on the housing. problem. The safe* 
guards at theend.Ofthe motion, namely,, that the number ,of. 
unite that would_hecdthe available thOuld hesubject to cot* 
pliante with'stetutory,requirements it A Very necessary .one 
becauseit will Ovoid the temptation,ofeemetne submitting a 
tender for e.rather lOW.1)ricefor a'very,sUbstantial- number-of • 
units to be bUilt:in the:  hone of,beingsUccessful. -• 
what will ,happen if the spirit and the letter of ,.the notion• is 
applied will be; I. imagine, that the Tender BoarcLwill-be 
seeking the advice of the Development and Planning CommissiOn 
in respett of particUlar tenders and the Commitsion,:in giving 
their adyice,11AaseintosecOunt townpaanning requirements.' 
There are_alreeiy _limitations, however, in respeettfViiTiOU8 
plots of land whidhereput out to tencer at.to-the number of 
units that.canbe built. For instance, in the ease:of:Buena 
71steCottage the-  plot: there which I think the c:l_osing date 
for tenders,. .I:60lieve• is sometime in the middle of next 
month, there thene..ia a limitation in respect of the fact that 
provision for Only four parking spaCes cen.be Made - arid there*,  
foie, perhaps, four dWellings could be: built.thereto really.! 
you are speaking in this ease of ,rather 164Vdensity. There are 
alSO zoning considerations to be taken into account.. I imagine 
the Hon Mr BOSsanoperhapt doean'tgOalong with me to the same 
extent that I rid but I think that I haVe a du%.  ,e Chairman of 
the Planning CtmmissiOn to take all these consideratiOns into 
account and it is not entirely compatible-, say, in an area like 
Buena lista Cottage to attempt to build a block of flats of 14/ . 
15 storeys just because you can maximise the use to which that 
-particular plot of land can to made. Adjac.;:nt to that parti* 

site there is another one for which the Government has 
5] .ins whic Hon Members will see'about soon; that is mainly 
Woodford Cottage where there is a combination of a ceoperative 
housing scheme that we have in mind -which will 'male lery full. 
use of the land and which will previde people with tic oppor* 
tunity, on. a cooperative basis, to get . together and some 
18 or. 17 d'vellings with priority being to people who are. 
able to give up eithet'Government housing or even private 
sector housing-if their landlords are willing to accept a 
Government nominee so we are moving very much in this dime* 
tion, There is one problem here and that is that a limitation 
cannot be placed in , respeet of Gibtaltarians'either .by, way of •-• 
a successful tenderer or in respect of what the developer 
might subsequently do with that accOmmodatien.- A plot of land 
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at ravel Hospital-Hill was put out to tender a year or 18 
menthaflego and a restriction was made that priority would be 
given to libraltarians and that would have been unconstitu—
tional. We cannot de gnat and neither can you guarantee that 
the developer will sell or rent their accomi:Odaticin to 
Gibreltarians. Infect, there are some indications, one of the 
recent problems,:  that Is coming up with private landlords, I am 
sorry to say, is,that the Gibraltarian is being discriminated 
again$t. I kilo* of one or two cases that have been brought to 
my notice where furnished accommodation has not been hired to 
Gibraltarians because the Gibraltarians are likely to remain 
permanently in Gibraltar and therefore people are looking to • 
outsiders, Vic residents or others, so that there is a constant 
turnover which, brings greater benefit to the landlord. That is 
a constraint and a problem but nevertheless I would view the 
matter much-more broadly and I think tha=t if we optimise the 

• number of units that can be built on a particular plot and 
therefore we are adding 'to Gibraltar's housing stock generally 
and Overall, in time that ought to be of benefit and-it should 
make an impact On the Government's housing problem. .With those 
considerations in mind, MP Speaker, the Government would be 
Very happy to support thik motion. 

HON P J *Lit 

Mr Cpaaket, the Hon 'Mr Edssano is having a field day'. We will 
support this motion. I was listening with interest to the 
Minister for -Economic Development and I hope that he will learn. 
from,the mistakes that come from not looking at a situation 
realistically. I think that being realistic, the most that the 
Government can hope is to increase the hoUsing stock of 
Gibraltar. I think that if theMinister thinks that he can do. 
A sche'ie, for.example, of Woodford Cottage on a cooperative 
basis, that people are going--to give up a flat and then they 
are going to get a house there for themselves to live in, he 
will find at-the end of the day that he gets such people who 
then subsequently sell or let it to a relative. This is what 
happened, if I remember rightly, with the Gardiner's Road 
development. That ,.:evelopment, and my Hon and Gallant Friend 
will tell me whether I am right or wrong, was originally put 
out for deve:opment as one unit, somebody was going to come in 
and develop the whole lot end when he developed the whole lot 
he could thgr sell It. What happened was that somebody came 
in, I do not know waether it was in one area or in two, and he 
was selling the options. Before he paid the Govermmt he had 
already taa5uaed all his money and made a profit on the land. • 
This is whLt happened, this is fact, and then' the land was 
buiJt upon and the villas have changed hands very ofteh at 
greot7y increased prices. Let us not have illusions that' by 
putting lots of restrictions at the beginning you achieve what 
you want to achieve, you don't, because property development .  
being as it is in the end it is the property developer, the 
acknowledged property developer, who really takes over because 
they know the market, they know how to build more cheaply than 
other people, they know how to deal with the situation. I 
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Scree entirely that any:land that is put out for building 
saould be put out with the consideration of maximising the 
housing stock and therefore put conditions on the number of 

' units, put all those sorts, of conditions to ensure, that the 
hoasiag'atobkl'is increased but don't think in te0a4A.n 
view, this is praCticelTexperience over many years, that by 
putting lots Of restrictions all that:hans is that-  You, aell 
• the land cheaply and the profit that the Government eould'heye 
made will be made by somebody else That is what has happened 

- in the past and an example of restrictive conditions, of course, 
is Engineer House, that is a famous example jhete it'Was put 
out to 'tender by the Ministry of Defence• for an outright sale 
and eventually the Goyernment took it over and:pdt lots of 
conditions and the developer never did anything and that land 
has lain undeveloped Over something like 15 yeats. Now it is 

. going to'be developed at Much.greatet cost. If one had allowed 
the marketfoteeS to move in the nortal cetmeriCal aense-per- 
le/3s Voday would have had a block of flats there and the 

• housing stock would:haVe heeniviaroved. ,1tAe.not an easy 
matter, ?'r Speaker,'and:1-agree-,,having heard the '. problems'.  
that the`' Development Programme seems to b&r.Unning into, I 

:.think there is a need to allow .Private, deyeleptentin housing, 
encourage private development in housing, but I agtee with the 

.Hon Mover on a realistic basis, not on the bapis of giving a.  
piece of land over for a single dwelling if you can have five 
or six there. I do not.know about -this site that has gone Out 
but.my recollection of the site, that has.. gone out is that it 
is -for a sort of three yillat as opposed to a block. 

HON A J CAN:PA: 

There are-three blocks. It is -a largish plot which is being 
divided.into three. 

HON P j ISOLA: 

But is the sort of condition that yOU only build one housing 
unit on each block? 

'HON A J CANEPA: 

I do not think'that it has been a restirction that they can 
only build one. Even in Gardiner's Road, over the yeard, the 
Development an Planning Commission has. allowed clanged in-the. 
tender conditicde whereby in fact people have been-able to 
build more dwellings than was originally ,the condition of the 
Tehder Notice. 

HON P J ISOLt.: . 

That is the thing that I think the Government has got .to be 
very careful about because what happens is that pe)Ile say 
they will tehder for this, it says single units, or one villa, 
they tende7, pay the price of one unit and then three years 
later they convince the Development and Planning Commission 
that ;here should be-  five units there so for the price of one 
they have developed fiVe. This is the thing the Government 
must be constantly bareful about. 

HON A J CANEPA:' 

May I say, Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member will give way, that 
theie is a constraint in any case being placed by the parking 
requirement and over the yeats we are now more stringent on ' 
that. The condition used to be that for every two flats one 
parking space had to be provided and now we are being much 

.more difficult and we make it a requirement that .it should be 
ene.for'one so that will be a limitation in any case. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

. I do not want to argue 311 these things but may I make a quick 
observation on that. I hope we. are not getting to the stage 

'where we are reatrictirg house building because of parking 
spaces... I think I would rather have the cars literally piled 
up one On top of the other, and the housing units, that to say 
that yin: cannot have ac many housing units so es not:to have 

- so many cars'. But, anyway; Mr Speaker, rthink that the 
general purpose of the motion is something that we should sub-
.scribe to and something that should be very much in•the minds 
• of the Development and Planning Commission when anything is let 
out for tender and for sale. The amount of units that go there 
shoUld be the. maximum, it should be advertised up to a maximum 
of rather than one and then find that people can wheedle their 
way and get three or four more out of it. I think the Govern- 
• meat should be realistic and that puts everybody at the acme 

advantage and it stops speculation, although inevitably in 
private development obviously there is speculation, there must 
be, but ih stops the Wrong kind of speculation and certainly 
we go alorg with this motion, Mr Speaker, very much so. With 
the hcuiing shortage that we have in Gibraltar today we must 
ensure that land that comes available on the market, the use of 
it should to maximised for living accommodation. The other 
point made by the Minister with regard to what:is happening in 
acccmMotation generally in .Gibraltar, we are all aware of the. 
problets tha': are arising but again these will have to be cealt 
with really not all hoc, I think there is a need to review the . 

' whole scope of our legislation on landlord and tenant. It it 
a very difficult one and a very technical one and one has 
always got to bear in mind the need for economic development 
in Gibraltar. You cannot frustrate development by dealing 
with t4e matter very haphazardly and on a rule-of-thumb basis. 



You have .got to go into it deeply, see what is required, get 
an element of fairness and justice in but on the other hand do 
not get into a situation that all development ceases because 
whatever the prices have. gone out development has euothced 
more housing stock for Gibraltar, not as much as people would 
like but certainly it has also contributed to the overall 
position of Gibraltar. 

HON MAJOR R J "'ELIZA: 

Er .Speaker, I am very pleased to see above all that my Hon 
Friend Mr Bossano is taking a non-ideological view of this 
question of housing in Gibraltar. One should try and approach 
this in a practical sense and this is the way that it should 
lee. To me it is obvious that there is a demand for housing in 
Gibraltar by people who can totally afford it or partially 
afford it. It seems to me that this is a very good start 
except that unfortunately in this particular plot of land 
which I happen to know fairly well, it was not sold as a plot 
far a particular development where the area-would be very 
suitable for perhaps a block of flats where more than three 
families could have been accommodated. I do not know whether 
It is too late but if it is obviously it is too let: and 
nothing can be done but if it is not, it is a great pity that 
this opportunity is being lost. Then, as was suggested here, 
it could be put out to tender stating the maximum number of 
houses, as my Hon Friend said, that could be built' there end 
then based on that give it to the tenderer that would beet fit 
- the requiremeh's as the Government see it. I believe that if 
this was done it would find quite a number of people who would 
be prepared to buy those flats from our local population who 
are the people that we want to house. Furthermore, I think. 
that if this could be done in conjunction with a building 
society, which I believe do exist here, it would be possible 
as they -do in England that a certain /mount of priority is 
given to those people who are already saving in that society. 
If all those factors are put in that way the very likely 
people who would have a first choice without any need of dis-
criminating would be the Gibraltarians. In.that way .we might 
be aLle to achieve maximum results for the people tnat we are 

.trying to house. We said that the land that can be used for 
this purpose is limited. This could well be turned into the 
first project and I do not know whether the Minister would 
not like to give further consideration to this. Mr Speaker, 
I' think that the House seems to be in favour of the general 
idea and therefo':e there is very little to add to %;ne argu-
ments already pug _'onward and I.fully support the motion. 

HON J BOESAki::  

Ur Speaker, I welcome the support of Members. I would like to 
take up a number of points that have been made in the debate. 
On the question of zoning raised by the 'Minister for Labour, 
I think, really, if he analyses it carefully, one thing is in 

• 
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conflict with the other. We cannot effectively say on the .one 
hand that w,2 :mist '.:reat the whole of the land in Gibraltar as 
one unit and use all that land to the maximum optimum use to 
house the greatest number of people and on the othe,  hand to 
say that you are going to zone certain areas which are the 
areas where presumably the proletariat lives one on top of the 
othen tnd then other areas we are going to zone as a green belt 
wherl ...he well-to-do can live. 

HON A J Chl+EPA: 

If the Hon Member will give way. It happens to be a statutory 
requirement. It is law at the moment, on the basis of the City 
Plan which was a draft City Plan in 1976 and has now gone 
through the whole process of being accepted by the Governor, 
that is now.the official statutory City Plan which must be 
taken into account by the Planning Commission and unless thpt 
is amended that is the position, that there are certain 
requirements regarding density in certain areas of Gibraltar, 
ycu cannot get away from it. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I accept that this is tha case if the Hon Minister tells me 
that it is the case, Yr Speaker. I would just ask him to 
point cut to the people who have been most influential in 
formulating this City Plan and its zoning, to say whether 
they would like to change places with me so that I can move 
into the zone where they live and they can move into Varyl 
Begg because 4t seems to me that it is all'very nice for 
Gibraltar to be zoned if you happen to be living in the right 
zone. 

• 

HOP A J CANEPA: 

The Hon Member will have a very good opportunity over the nest 
year or so because there is a new City Plan due to be drafted 
in 1981 and that is where the process of public participation 
comes in and people can make their views most effectively felt 
in shapi'Ag town planning policy for the next five years. 

FON J BiSSANO: 

I think, Mr Speaker, the important thing in this context is of 
course that we want to try and achieve within the context of 
Gibraltar's development, a balance between open spaces and 
areas of recreation and built-up areas but within the context 
of the area that we have for development for housing, people 
must accept that if there is a limited amount of area within a 
City Plan available for housing then to the extent that any 
part of tl-at.area is developed for low density development 
that, recessity, requires an even higher density for the 
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rest of the area that is allocated for housing and. in which- the. 
bulk cf the noeulatica will be living- It has to be understood. _ 
that if one says. we' Want a.norticular•crea to be, an area used 
for parks.  or playgrounds, tLat is a legitimate eoning purpose, 
but of ccurse-ae cannot hove. a park with a palace in the middle 
of the park for one_gerson, that we cannot,  have because that is‘ 
rot zoninge,-thlit-ii taking en unfair advantage 'of using an area 
for residential purposes. We. are very proud. in ibraltar of 
our ability to cut across class divisions in rent' respects. I . 
do not think it is in anybody's interest to move in. the opposite 
direction. I think we can haVe strong ideological convictions'a 
and. strong ideological differences and still be-able to come 
together -when Gibraltar as a totality is, threatened. Living 
next to each other forces us to think like thee. and I would not 
wish to see a Gibraltar where. thereeis an area where a certain, 
class of- people live and another area where anotner• class of 
people live. In fact, there are people .who claimthat.this,,to - 
some extent, already happens' .with the way that the UK-based 
residents are stuck in one end of Gibraltar .and I donnt think 
we want divisions like that developing amongst Gibraltarians. 
There are strong political reasons why we should not want to 
neve in,  that.  direction and there are strongpracticaI and • 
eonoric xeasone where we must see the land - that is a:tellable 
for housing as being •a totality from which you carrot take one 
piece without, of -necessity, reducing what is lef f)rtherest,l, 
That is theessence .of lta .as far as I am concerned; which `take[. 
prececence over questions .of• parking spaces and,  questious.. of 
zoning.- I. think I would. reallyeyanb.to  lr,:i4e this point-  very. 
etrongler'partieularly,to the Minister: for Labour who, on .so 
many occasions in. this House-, has-core so. close.to my own - - 
thinking -on other issues. I would ask , him - te. think seriously 
abeutawhether.ln terms of- the,priorities - thca.he himself has—
in life, the ouestion .of zoning a particular area. because one 
says we co not went to over-develop that area, when-effectively 
not over-developing it means restricting it to a certain 
minority who can afford them to make use of it or-saying that 
if there are not enougt.spaces for cars then we cannot develop 
that area, whether those, restrictions which might make _sense • • 
in abstract terms, in the reality of the limitation of space- : 
of' Gibraltar do.not carry with it- a price of using-  up-land to 
house less people than it might otherwise do. If that does • , 
not carry with it. the price of having then to load even more 
the places that we are left with to house the rest and that is 
'the essential criterion which I would put .to Members of the 
House is the feeling they have on•this motion. 

Yr Speaker then put the question in the terms of the Hop J 
Bossano's motion which was resolved in the. affirmative.end the 
motion was accordingly'pr.e3ed. 

The House recessed at 5.30 pa. 

, The House resumed at 6.10 pm. 
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CHISP MINISTER: 

.The Private .Member's motions having now beep concluded, I now 
• formally move that this libilse adjourn sine die. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I now propose the question which is that this House should 
adjourn sine die. Two Members have given notice that they 
wish to raise matters on the adjournment. The first notice 
is from the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition. 

HON P J 

Mr Speaker, I gave notice corlier on in these proceedings that 
wanted to raise the question of the settlement that the 

Government has reached on the orohlems concerning the Varyl • 
Begg Estate and the very acute disappointment and indeed anger, 
Mr Speaker, et the terms of the settlement as they have been 

- related to us. Anger anu acute disappointment because the 
leaking roefa in the Veryl Begg Estate, the first time thct 
roofs were leaking;  were noticed in October, 1974, end the 
firat letter of complaint froM the Government eo tae contractors 
Or to the aor.sultants was in January, 1975. We are talking of a 
settlement that hes been reached -six years after the leaking 
roofs were first noticed.' During that time, gr Speaker, there 
has bcen a great deal of human suffering in the Veryl Pegg 

,'Estate by tenants affected by the leaking roofs and all the 
- other problems in theEttate. • On top of that Government has 
incurred a great loss of revenue, the amount we do not know, 
from flats that' might hove earned rent but did not because of 

He-the various pieces of advice that the GOvernment received 
• during this-period of time. Mr Speaker, we do not think it 

was worth waiting six years to resolve the matter even if the 
contractors and the consultants had paid in full for putting 
the thing right and also paid compensation for the distress 
and loss that they have caused.' We do not-think it was worth 
welting six:years to achieve that. We think, as we have said 
in these Opposition benches for the last 3 or 4 years, if not 
longer, that Government should have gone in once the causes 
were identified, in 1978 we were told about it, should have 
gone in and done the work and sued in the courts or in arbitra-
tier, paid for the work and awaited to see what would have 
happened: In •that-Wea flats would have been fit "or occupa-
tion, people would hare led a normal life in Veryl Begg Estate 

. whilst the litigation o•.,• the arbitration took its course. 
Insteai. Mr Speaker, ye have a situation that six years, 
almost to the day, after the leaking roofs were noticed,-,a 
settlement is announced that, as I said in the proceedings, 
amounts to a surrender to the contractors and the consultants 
and still-another eighteen months will go by before the leaking 
'moiss are finally obliterated, if I may put it that way. 
Another eighteen months-. and that will have made it 7i years, 
that is not allowing for slippage. It is 7i years since the 
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leekinm roofs were first reported and I think the problems in 
this have arisee `'roe the Government's stand from the beginning 
that until the question of liability was sorted out no remedial 
works would be carried. The result has been 7i It is a 
long time, Mr Speaker, in the life of any person and of course 
what is worse still, to my mind, that at the end of 6 years. of 
this problem a settlement has been made that is highly dis-
advantageous to the people of Gibraltar and very costly and 
throughout this period Nhtn we have talked and we have argued, 
thaGovernment,has always taken the stand that there is no 
reason why the people of Gibraltar. should be made to pay for 
something that they themselves did not cause and I would like 
to refer to one of the numerous dtbates we had in the House on 
the :'aryl Pegg Estate and it took place in June, 1979. At page 
24, the Minister for Public Works was referring to matters that. 
had been raised in the debate and he said; "I come back to a 
letter to the Director of Public Works on 25 January, 1977, from: 
the contractors, much in the same terms in which, they comment 
that they were willing to rectify any workmanship which had been. 
proven to be faulty and to bring up to specification any work 
which was not made in accordance with the specification". Ane 
they go on to say: "However, we are convinced that such pv—
paratory work will not in fact prove satisfactory as in our 
considered opinion any such faults are only a small contributory 
factor in the feilure of the roofs". Take Government's positl.on 
at this stage, that was 1977, the 'roofs were obviously ensetis-
factory, no abooThte reason had been found, Sir Hugh Wilson was 
.talking about such things as residual water, something which I 
will tell you at this point Government did not give much 
credence to, at that time Government were not very friendly 
with Sir Hugh Wilson, the position seems to have changed in the 
last six months, the contractors were admitting that they had 
not carried out work as well as it should have been done and 
that they were ready to do this repair but they were warning: 
"Even if we do this repair at considerable expense", a repair 
which in one estimate might have gone up to £!51,000, they were 
saying; "even if we go to all this expense of reeair, it will 
not solve the problem". The Government obviously had referred 
the whole question to its legal advisers and one of the points 
mode very strongly by the Government's legal adviser was; 
"before you do anything to those roofs yeu must find out what 
is wrong because it is no good spending v lot of money simply 
to perpetuate the same fault, if Taylor Woudrow are correct in.  
their contention that the design is at fault". Taylor Woodrow 
wire also at the came time saying that they would put the roofs 
up to the correct specification after which they would take no • 
further responsibility. At that time in 1977 the eepeirs of 
the roofs were estimated at £450,000. It is interesting to 
note thee met May, 1979, the repairs were e:timated at 4-630,000 
and it is also interesting to note that the final figure agreed 
with Taylor Woodrow is not the figure of day, 1979, of £650,000 
but the figure of January, 1977, of 2450,000. Then, Mr Speaker, 
in the same debate the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister spoke 
on the matter. That is at page 28: "I do rot think that there 
is any doubt that given the fact that we have paid or we have 
engaged consultants and contractors of repute and that we will  

pay finally good money for the work that has to be done that 
any Government, any employer, any developer who coca that is 
entitled to receive flats that can be occupied without the 
difficulties that /ay...! emanated from these flLte: from the 
very beginning. The Drincipal in the contract is entitled to 
expect that between the design drawings and the construction, 
the result will not he flats with leaky roofs. That is what 
we are entitled to get and that is what we have been fighting 
to .get. Patching up for the purpose of eye washing and trying 
to pacify people more immediately would have been perhaps more 
popular in the short term but certainly of greater financial 
commitment and consequences in the long term. That is the 
last thing we have wanted to do". Then again at page 29 he 
said: "The Government is really concerned in seeking a 
deciaion which is reasonable and which does not burden either 
the taxpayers of Gibraltar or the °DM for expenditure for 
which neither the taxpayers of Gibraltar nor the ODM are 
responsible in that respect. That has been the main theme 
and the main approach that the Government has taken in this 
matter. In the eyes of the average person it may seem that 
it is taking too long. I am not defending here any particular 
systen tut matters of this calibre and of this nature, not in 
Gibraltar alone, one reads in papers of £20m or ejOm schools 
in England which are uninhabitable end hospitals that are un-
iehanitable because of inherent defects in the structure and • 
this is a problem that presents itself to people responsible 
for development. I do not want to take the view now as to 
whether it was the design, the people who were appointed, the 
contractors, the consultants, all of which was all done before 
we went back into office in 1972. I do not think that anything 
will be gained by that kind of recrimination or investigation. 
I think that the problem is the problem of everybody in 
Gibraltar and it is one that everybody should do his best con-
structively ,to find a solution that will be the least harmful 
to tie taxpayer, that will not prejudice funds which could go 
to other projects and commit them to this when in fact the 
responsibility may well lie elsewhere. Certainly, whether it 
is one or the other or the two it is certainly not the Govern-
ment's legal responsibility". These are sentiments with which 
we agree. Where we differed with the Government was that the 
Government had to wait until agreement had been reached before 
tackling the problem. This is where we differed fundamentally 
with the Government. We said: "Tackle the problem, get on 
with it snd go to arbitration or to court, whichever you have 
to do,.ann then s'.nce we are nct to blame let the court decide 
whether it is the consultants or the contractors and let them 
pay accordingly". This is the consistent attituce taken by us • 
certainln 11 the last 3 or 4 years. It looked at one time, Mr 
Speaker, as if the Government was coming round to that view 
becalse the Government announced in January, 1980, two or three 
weans before the elections, that they were going to go ahead 
with the construction of pitched roofs, that they had made up 
their minds to do this. What they did not tell the public . 
then and which appears quite obvious from what has happened 
and the questions that have been put in the House and answered 
by the Government, and.I will not go into the details, what 
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they did not tell the people was that they stilLeXpected to 
• settle the question of liability between the contractors, the 

consultants and themselves before actually proceeding with the 
work. This, to my mind and to cur way of thinking, ia the 
real reason why work on the 'pitched roofs did not-begin in: the 
zpring•of 1980 as'was promised:and has not to this day Legun, 
because of the need to settle the question of Mr 
Speaker, I think all- that is no* past history bUt the not'. 
result result is a very heavy bill for the Gibraltar taXnayers. Let 
us look at the settlement that has. been reached.' In May, 1979, 
which is now 11 years:.,;eigo, the figure for carrying out the 
repairs to the roofs was, pUt at £650,000. T am sure in May, • 

1980, the figure would be higher still. The least one would 
have expected from - the:.  contractors is to pay, the amount, and 

. I am only talking . in general politiCal terms, Was to Pay at 
least the amount that it would have cost to pUt the-_roofs 
right even if they leaked afterwards but atleast the money, 
that they should spend to put right What they-dil- Wrong', and . 
which they said - in the letter. of '1977 they'wera willing.  to do, 
so their contributibn•Should have been at least the'amotint'tc 
put right what they had apparently donawrong. Tan 
in general terms.. But we find.thet their-contributibn ts. to' 
be £450,000 plus E140,000 of repairs they do not get paid for." 
What about the consultants? What aboht the consulting. 
architects? They, if we are to believe'the contractors.. ware 
responsible fo7 not correctly designingthe roofs. This is 
what. We have been .eble—to.gather. on the%debatebver the.  years. 

-_Their plans were. wrong,.-and how do -the;; come• -out? They, of 
-course, ome out .extremelywell`; Mr Speaker.: Their contribu-
tionhaa,Theen estimated by the ,Government at: S.:85,000.. And 
that: is-fixed, tha. same-Wayas-the contribution of.the• con-
tractors is fixed at £!;50,000, but whatare the.  obligations 
of the Government,-the innocent`-party, and...I will-deal- with' 
the betterment :side in a moment?. • The Obligationstof the • 
Government appear -to be to nay for the balance-of.E1-.25M•whih, 
is the cost of, the pitched roofs. • That it something loSe on • 
£600,000 but- remember one thihg, the •price •for this work,. the 
statement of the Hon and Learned Attorney-General said, the • 
price of this work is r...1;•02t as at-May, 1980. There is no 
fixed price-for the-Government. This Would' be subject to 
fluctuation thereafter for labbur and materials and if this' 
• work is going to take eighteen months, is it going to'cOst. • 

S1.025m? I would imamine that straightaway. there must bean 
'lacrease of 15%' or 20% on May, 1980, prices, that is another 
£200,000 odd it could be the Gibraltar,  taxpayer hes.  to pay .or ' 

" 0DM. I doubt whether 0DM is in the mood to pay but ' maybe the:r-
will, I hope they do, but that is about-£800,000 thut_%:culd. 
haVe gone on something else, on another pr-)ject„ as the Chief 
Minister so rightly_said, when defending tha position . ofthej. 
Government about -doing a quick deal. Everything had to take 
its time because the Gibraltar people were the innocent party' 
and we find the innocent party have a bill. Of some £800,000i 
possibly, and then the electrical repair wi:Yi.k will - also be. 
paid by the Gibraltar taxpayer or the Britiantaxpayer -and 
the estimated- cost, not fixed, I must stress, is-2100,.000. 
Again that could be completely wrong because the Government 
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-estimation figures as we were told in the earlier debate on 
horsing,, have been soNn to be wrong by those who tender, in 
other wo...ds,. one of - 11e. Ministers said that eaci unit-in a 
•particularplace.is eoing to cost £6,400 more per unit than 
they had thought. So .:,he liability of the Governtent is open-
ended. -The only liability that is fixed is the liability of 
the two parties that-could be held responsible. And what 
happens? Taylor Woodrow £450,000 and the other chaps 285,000 
and then, Mr Speaker, it is a small point but I think it is 
significant. The Government engaged Andrews, Kent and Stone 
as the honest brokers and they carried out an investigation to 
the roofs and they made three reports to the Government. The 
last report was in 1979, I believe. Who is paying for those 
costs? According to an answer by the Minister for Public Works 
given in this House on 26 June,',  1978, in answer to a supplemen-
tary from my Hon Friend Mr Restano, who asked who will bear the 
cost ofthis report, the Minister answered: "For the moment the 
Governtent will bear it and, ultimately, if there is any legal 
action etc, it will be borne by whoever blame is apportioned 
against % I would like to know because I cannot believa that 
the total bill 'of Andrews, Kent and Stone is £5,500. If that 
is so 'hen fine, that is going to be paid by the consultants . 
but I caL.not think, judging from the amount:, of . money that we 
pay it the House  

HuN ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

If the Hon and Learned Member will give way, perhaps, I can 
clarify a point. If he is referring to the £5,500 in my state-
ment to the. House, that does not refer toAndrews, Kent and 
Stone, that refers•to engineering work in connection with the 
new pitched roofs. It relates to the pitched roofs and to the 
electric:., that is not Andrews, Kent and Stone at all. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is the bill not referrred - to here at all, then? 

HON ATTOPNW-GENERAL: 

I will come co thit, 

HON P J 

'iprears; Mr Speaker, then that the costs of Andrews, Kent 
and Stone are not provided for and unless I am wrong it means 
that the.Government are going to pay. that is all I can think, 
that is a detail that has not come to light. I certainly would 
like to know what those costs were, Mr Speaker, but I would 

• have thought that consultants that were engaged in 1978 and 
gave their final report in 1979 and investigated the roofs and 
had to take some roofs off etc, I Would have thought that their 
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till would be quite substantial. I. would like to know who is 
Bring to pay that and what is the amount .involved. Mr Speaker, 
theatotal, bill that the Gibraltat taxpayer is goina to have to 
meet la going., to be, it seems to me, close on Elm a know it 
is said that there was.a betterment Value- in the pitched roofs 
and I know. there.is  a betterment value in tae pitched roofs but, 
Mr Speaker, one cannot accept for one minute that if the , cast 
of repair of the roofs in May, 1980, was £650,000; that the 
contractors, if they are to blame, should nut have paid the • 
whole lot and if there'have been design faults as obviously 
there-oust have been, thatthe -contribution 'ay the consulting 

earchitects whose designs were the cause of the problem, - what ' 
they are bearing is peanuts, they are not, bearing anything, 
they are just - giving their service free to do something right 
which they did wrong in the first place. The amounts that triey 
are paying are insignificant when you are talking of an exee-
.cise of well over Elm. Mr Speaker, one is driven, unfortunately, 
to the . conclusion that the Government have had to accept . thise • , 
settlement because of the course they have taken over the last 
five years that liability had to be resolved before the work 
was done and they either accepted a bad settlement or they had 

•to tell. the people at the Varyl Begg Estate that megotiations 
were still -- going on and that they had to be a'little more • 
patient.,  They saw that they were getting into an impossible 
eosation as - far as the public was concerted in Gibraltar and 

• they said: "We better make a bad settlemdnt and.get the roofs 
done than go on fighting". If the Government had taken the 
course that we have advocated and gone on to do the work in 
1978 or in 1977, in the first place the cost would have been 
much lower - ale in the seeore place the tenants at Varyl Begg,,  
their roofs-  weuld have. been alright end thd arbitration and so 
forth could then have carried on. They did not do this because' 
the •Governmentaaw no reason why they should disburse the money: 
Now the Gbvernment has landed the people of Gibraltar in a. 
massive bill whichGovernment Ministers have constantly said 
that we should not have to pay. The amount is so great, Mr 
Speaker, that this is a matter of urgent importance as far as 
the people of• Gibraltar are concerned and I would certainly 
like to welcome a Gtbvernment statement in reply as 'to the • 
reasons why a settlement of this nature was agreed to by the 
Gibraltar Government: 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, the lion and Learned Leader of the Opacsition hay; 
in fact, pointer. -out the crucial element that has dominated • 
the debates on tl'a solution to the Varyl Begg problem in ail e  
tae yeers that the ,Opposition has been urging on the Govern-- 
rent that action should be taken. The essential point, add. I 
think the one where it seems incomprehensible today that we .  
should be facing the situation that we are facing, •has been 
the Government's recbgnition of the fact that the problem was 
not beihg resolved immediately to the detriment of the people 
involved and to the detriment of the Government's own housing 
programme. The Government itself recognised, on more than one 
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occasion•in debate in this House, that the unavailability of 
houses from '!aryl Begg that were intended to become available 
at a certain point in time was having a domino effect on the 
whole question of modernisation and decanting which aria in-
tended to elo, in at a particular pointain time and they used • 
that argument to explain why the rest of the housing programme 
Ives falling behind add then they said they could do nothing 
about that because to de so carried with it the price of 
putting a liability on the Government of Gibraltar which the 
Government of Gibraltar should not accept. It was the argu-
ment that the Opposition found difficult to press the Govern-
ment on in the last 4 or 5 years when this has been raised in 
the House. We used to listen to the Government saying: "Yes, 
but if we go in ourselves and put the' works right and then go 
to arbitration or sue, by virtue of moving", in fact, they had 
houses empty•for two years and said they' could not be allocated 
because by allocating those houses they would prejudice . . . 

MR SPSAKER: 

Mr Bessano, there are 12i minutes left. I am saying this 
because if the Government is going to give the information 
which has been sought, must give them an opportunity. I am 
not stopping you because you are entitled to go oil. • 

HON J 30SSANO: 

They said they could not allocate houses for two years because 
that would prejudice thair legal position and then somehow they 
were given different advice. and, they were able to allocate • 
houses. Then subsequently we were told that they could not 
in and build without prejudicing their legal position. At the 
end of that process and long wait, with the repercussions it 
has had on the Government's own Development Programme, one 
would have expected a result which would clearly vindicate the 
policy that has been.adopted and I think the House and 
Gibraltar are perfectly entitled to demand an explanation that 
is better than what has been given. 

. — . 
HON ATTCfiMY-GENERAI.: 

Mr Saeoaea, I shall speak 'very briefly. May T say at the out-
set that I do not believe I said when I made ay statement last 
week that I was giving an explanation. I took some care to 
say I was stating a Course of action that had been taken and 
the result that had been arrived at. I said to the House then, 
and I repeat. now, so far as the role of the lawyers in the 
matter is concerned this is as the Hon Lender of the Opposition 
has pointed out a very major matter and at the, appropriate time 
it is a matter which obviously must be looked at and the weight 
of,that advice must be evaluated. I simply want in this inter-
vention, Mr Speaker, to cover one"or two points that have been 
made by tae Bon and Learned Leader of the Opposition. A small 

405. 



point but one which I do want to mention is that I would not 
like the impression to be left that the figure of £650,000 
mentioned in 1979 was an estimate but it was a finure mentionee 
by the consultant engineers we had engaged. The second point I 
would like to make is that I do not think it is correct that in 
saying that Government was going to erect pitched roofs'the 
impression was given that we were necessarily not going to pur-
sue a settlement. It is a matter which I would like tc revert 
to at a latea date. Thy Lon' Leader of.the Opposition made the 
point that it may have been inferred from the fact that pitched 
roofs were being erected that it followed that there would not 
be a settlement. I do not think that that was positively 
stated or, indeed, necessarily intended to be conveyed. It is 
a point to which I would like to return because I think as he 
will appreciate there was .a question cf tactics involved in it. 
It follows,  from what I have said that I have myself a view as 
to the respective liability of the contractor and the con-
sultant and that is a matter I would like to come back to in 
due course. Finally, Mr Speaker, just to clarify a point. In 
negotiating the settlement Government took into account varioes 
heads of damage and one of the items that was taken into 
account was Andrews, Kent and Stone's fees which Come under a 
general head which also include other expenses'. It was in fact 
taken into account, I do not say it follows from that that we .* 
have recovered full, obviously we did not. f'l'ank you, Hr 
Speaker. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, as it has been 'mentioned tefare this has been a 
matter which has been going on for a long time and which'has 
given the Government a eonsiderable number of headaches not 
only in respect of debates and motions but in dealing with the 
problem itself. It has had, like all big matters or problems 
of this nature, a difficult history. But as '.as been rightly 
pointed out me finally identified the problem in May, 1979, by 
Messrs Andrews, Kent and Stone and may I say, in passing, that 
that liability for their work is ours and I should not want 
anybody to think that I am shirking answering that question and 
that the estimate of their work is betweer. £12,000 anc £15,000. 
At least it was able to idertify the matters and able to put us 
In a better position to pursue the matter as we had not been 
a:le to de before, precisely because of.the conflict between 
the consultants and the contractors. The Hon Leader of the 
Opposition did mention that he accepted that there vas a better-
ment ,value but he just dismissed that very quickly, When the 
Attorney-General was pressed the other day as he has aatnepted, 
naturally, to stick to his brief as advise to the Government 
and not responsible for policies for which .ae are responsible, 
when he was pressed the other day, he hit the nail on the head 
when he said that in his view, and that was his view and it was 
as a result of pressure from the other side, a great contribu-
tory problem to the difficulties was the design of flat roofs-, 
not the partiCular design but the fact that the Estate had flat 
_roofs and that that had brought inherent problems and this is  

something for which of course this Government is not respons-
ibJe. The design of the. Varyl Beg, Estate is the full res-
ponsibilaty of the 1'032 Government. That is very clear. The 
decision to have flat eoofs where people could gc and hang 
their laundry which aeu been one of the problems which has 
created even more difficulties because of the stresses and 
strains that have been put to that by virtue of having drying 
areas and that was the idea of the former Minister, Mr Caruana, 
who boasted about it in this House. Precisely in the context 
of that we have to look at the betterment value which has not 
been quantified but which is a very' important factor in these 
circumstances,. the betterment value. Even if we had accepted 
the repairs of the roofs we are advised that even if the design 
was right, even if the work was right, that that would give it 
an age of about ten years and then we would have continuous 
problems. The pitched roofs are likely to last sixty years as 
they are going tc be properly designed and done in a way that 
is likely to bring about leas problems than we have now. That 
is really of very great importance. In the eyes of.the problem 
what is. the Government, the lay client, what has he got to do, 
we are the lay client in this matter. The contractors were 
blaming the consultants and the consultants were blaming the 
contractors. Should we gb to litigation or start work? Theri 
are tuo great difficulties there. First of 311, the length and 
time 3f the litigation, secondly, if we start on our own the 
kind of litigation that we would get into ourselves if later on 
it was proved by one or the other that the other one was to 
blame and that, in fact, they were not happy with the kind of 
work that we had done wilst the litigation was on. Thirdly, 
the.fact that this kind of litigation would have been, as all 
construction litigation is, of long and tedious character, a 
long and difficult one in which officers'of the Government. 
would have been busy for years and years before a litigation 
of th's natures comes to an end. It could take up to 3 or 4 
years before a final decision was taken on this matter. We 
thought, and we still think, that we are entitled to have had 
the roofs repairs properly either as a result of liability of 
one or the other, but it came to a stage where a decision could 
not be left any longer and we had to try and see whether we 
could come to a settlement. A good settlement or a settlement, 
if it can be obtained, is much better than.uncertain litigation 
not because we would not have been.  right in deciding but of 
course there was the element of time because the time that it 
has taken tc reach this stage for a number of reasons has in-
creased the value A* 'the repairs and, finally, I would like to 
state that accepting fula responsibility for it, tn. decision 
of arriving -It a settlement was taken on the best aevice 
possible :and in that respect and without in any way trying to 
throw back that this is the result of the advice that we have 
received, you will see at page 4 of the Attorney-General!S 
statement, after following up saying that the last chance 
would be given for a further round before a settlement was 
reached said: "As a result of this further round of talks, 
officials were able to put to the Government and to support a 
further proposal made by the contractor. The architects con-
curred in the proposal.. I was also able to recommend to the 
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Government after consultation with officiali a basis for 
settlement with the architect himself. Both of these proposals 
were referred to and approved by Council of Ministers and 
agreement was tier reached w::.th the contractor aid the architect 
accordingly". It is not a decision in order to finish up and 
patch up the whole question. I would agree that we have taken 
a little longer-tftah-We should have taken but it is because we 

-- have followed a cautious view that otherwise wouli have cost 
more. On the question of the betterment there Is a rather good 
and fringe benefit that we are having in the fact that putting 
up the pitched roofs is going to be financed by the Economic 
Export Guarantee Department and that of course means that pay-
ment will be made in very, very favourable terms at rates of 
8%. We will quantify that when we give a full account of the 
details for the settlement and it will be seen that that is a 
very great advantage. The other problem is that from the very 
beginning our own Quantity Surveyors calculated that the cost 
of the roofs as at May, 1980, was in the region of £960,000 
whereas the contractors said it was .£1025m. They said it was . 
higher and they came to an agreed one which of course allows 
for an element of profit beeaase they are not going to build 
oiwt without an element of profit, but it is a fixed contract 
.n terms unlike the difficulties we hale which have been the 
subject of comment about the fact that you put out P tnnler for 
something which you think is going to cost you £3m ant to come 
out with a tender of £5m.. This is a negotiated-contract Ivith 
the contractors and our Quantity Surveyors Cl the proper 'oasis 
and that is where we have the great advantage. Having put out 
the work for tender and going on with litigation would have 
landed us in considerably more expense. The point is quite 
settled, this is not a question of speculation. The contract 
provides for the usual clauses that have.been mentioned by the 
Financial and Development Secretary in respect of other con-• 
tracts, that it allows for escalation but this is the norm and 
it' was fixed at the time and we are giving the time and the 
time that the escalation will follow any kind of contract 
whether it was made now or is made in the future. I would Le 
quite happy when we have all the details to give the House, 
and Gibraltar, a full account and satisfy the people, as we 
hope we will, that it is in the best interests of the people 
having regard to the affair and having regard to the disastrous 
decision of haring flat roofs this is the best that we can do 
for Gibraltar. 

111N A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, on Friday of last week I brought before this House 
a motion asking the House to welcome the advent of the GIL-
raltar Sports Council as betng truly representative of the 
different Sprrttng Associat.ons in Gibraltar and further sought.  
the Government's support and encouragement for.this body. My 
notion was, as we all recall,"amended by the Hon Minister for 
Sport to such an extent that it completely altered the meaning 
and the intention of the motion. The intention of my motion, 
I will reassure the House  
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MR SFEA.7.MP.: 

.May r vay twat when I gave permission for you to raise this 
matter on tle adjournment, I did it to a large extent tongue 
in cheek for the simple reason that once a decision has been 
tatea by the House of Assembly, that decision cannot be ques-
tioned even by the House. I.have allowed you to raise the 
matter on the adjournment because the raising of matters on the 
adjournment is very liberal but we must not do or say anything 
during the course of this debate which will put in doubt or in 
question the decision that was taken by the House. I did warn 
the Lender of the Opposition of this. One is entitled to • 
comment bit not to ridicule or to put in question any decision 
which this House has already taken. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, thank you for correcting me. I recall that the 
Chief Minister, when I expressed my surprise at the complete 
change of ray notion, hepointed out that the Government would 
continue tc anend all motions presented by the Opposition to 
suit Government pci:oy and not those of the Opposition. 

HON CHIEF 1IN STER: 

If tne Hon Member will give way. I did not say that in those 
term,:. I said that for as.long as motions of the Opposition 
reflected matters which were not accepted as Govetnment policy, 
we would ;.eve to alter them. That is the right of the Govern-
ment. 

HON A T LODDO: 

And this, of-course, Mc Speaker, begs the question. Even if 
his policies are unrealistic, even if his policies are illu-
sionary, in fact, even if his policies turn out to be a myth. 
In raining this matter on the adjournment, Mr Speaker, I want 
tc make it. as complaint, as a protest. If the Minister for 
Sprrt had had any inkling that the Sports Committee was on the 
poiru, of resigning, if he had had any knowledge of the disin-
tegration of his Sports Committee, in amending my motion and 
asking the House to wcieome the Sports Committee instead of 
the Council, in my op:nicn he made himself and tle Government 
look foolish. In fact, the Hon Minister bowled us a no ball 
and we should have trea%ed it with the contempt a no'ball 
deserves, we should here hit it for six. Mr Speaker, the 
Government could merely have defeated the motion instead of 
which it amended it and passed it with a Government majority 
only for the Minister subsequently to find himself in a posi-
tion where he had no Committee to encourage, support and 
foster. After this I am surprised that when the Minister for 
Sport suggested his mini-Olympids he did not include the 
Scilly Isles, he could have called it the "Scilly mini-Olympics". 
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I shall be charitable because, at I recall, the Minister said 
that tne Committee was fully behind him and yet the Committee 
resigned. hours as'te'r hearing this in the House. I will aaeume 

. that when the M%hster for Sport said this he in fact did not 
have the prior :•nawledge, in fact', he was showing a comple,:e 
lack of knowledge of the real situation vis-a-vis his Sports 
Co-nitteeathealeatn-6T feeling of this ComMittee and the honest 
concern the members of this Committee had for their role in the 
Sports Committee and for sport in Gibraltar. If'we were 
• speaking in boating terms, Mr Speaker, whether it be rowing or -

sailing, two of the-sports the Minister did not have represented 
on the- Committee',-  we w6 be entitled to say that the 'Minister' 
had missed the boat. -.-I think, in fact, that is an understate-
ment, he missed the boat and the House and I mass, emphasise that 
in my opinion, in defeating my motion by means of a hollow 
amendment, the Minister for Sport wag most unfair to myself and 
to. the House. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Always give that warning in fairness to the Minister, so that. 
ae can be given an opportunity tcareply. If there are ary ether 
contributors they should speak now because we are United in 
time. 

HON Ii J ZAlaTT: 

Mr Speaker, Sir- a quite honestlyal must say that I was shocked 
and surprised when youyourself, Sir, informed me that-there 
was a motion on the adjournment on this paricular issue. I 
can assure the House that I am-informed that there was a tele-
vision brOadcase on Friday which I missed and I am informed 
that members of the Gibraltar Sports Committee had resigned. 
I have today been ringing up the Victoria Stadium, the Sports 
Manager, who is here in the Ante-Robm and I have as yet, and 
I give my sincere word, I was told that the Chairman of the 
Sports Council said that' the resignation of the Sports 
Committee was in the post and I give my worcithat were it not 
for the Chronicle that said that Mr liameigge said this, I as 
Minister for Sport have not yet received official confirmation 
of this. Mr Speaker, it does not surprise me that the Members 
npposite are aware that they have resigned. ,They heard it on 
television and at Sandpits Lawn Tennis ClUb but the Vinister 
Las not been :informed yet, Sir. 

EON P J ISOLA: 

I would like the Ministel,  t, take back what he said that he was 
not surprised the Opposition knew. If we knew that the Sports 
Committee was resigning and we do not have access to the infor-
mation,'we would have said it in the debate. We would have 
• tried to save the amendment, we would have tried to save the  

House making itself look foolish by telling the Minister: • 
"Don't yoa know your Sports Committee is already resigning?" 
I woule, like the Minister to reconsider that remark that he 
has made that he. is not surprised that the Opposition knew. 
I knew it myself when I watched the television question and • 
answer. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, on Friday when the Hon Mr Loddo moved the motion I • 
with no knowledge that the Sports Committee members had 

resigned, I said that the members were four square behind me 
and I remember the Hon Mr Loddo looking at the Hon Mr Scott 
and saying: "No, no, they have resigned". This was during 
the motion and if they are honest, Mr Speaker, they will accept 
this. If they would like to reconsider the gesticulation that 
was going on on the Opposition benches I think they will find 
it to be absolutely as I am saying now. Secondly, Mr Speaker, 
when I say the Opposition knew of it, I think I can substantiate 
this because I myself saw the Hon Mr Loddo having a rather 
lengthy chat aith Mr RaMagge and then I am aware that on Sunday, 
after the notion, there was a meeting at Sandpits where the Hon 
Mr- Restano, the Hoa Major Pelima and the whole DPBG aere taking 
up playing tcnnia at Sandpits:Lawn Tennis Club, Mr Seaker. 

HON N SCOTT: 

Is the Hon Minister for Sport, Mr Speaker, suggesting that we 
are preclaeed from meeting anybodY, any committee, anywhere 
that we Wish? 

• HON A J CANEP1):: 

On a point of order. I have been a Member of this House now 
for eei years and the fact is that it is becoming a very 
frequent practice now for Members on both sides of the House, 
having sat down and really-  finished their intervention, pre-
tending that they have not done so. This is a feature of the 
present House of Assembly, it has been happening since 
Febrlary. I cannot say that I am enamoured of the practice. 
I personally do not like it because we are in donaer of re-
ducing the proceeding.. if the House to the realm of farce and 
I would ask you wheth:r you might consider this paint in con-
sultation with the Ch.er Minister and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion so that at futur aeetings this practice is not resorted 
to as aften as it is": It is one thing for a Member to give 
way to another Member of the House on the other side and give 
him al. owortunity to intervene but what is now happening is 
that having sat down and finished we pretend that we have not 
and I do not think=this is conducive to conducting our affairs 
in the best traditions of parliamentary practice. 
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MR SPEAKER: 

I can give you a straight answer to what you have said. This 
has exercise, my mind through the last meeting, as a matter 
of fact, and I have made comments both to the Chief Minester 
and to the Leader of the Opposition on it. I can do no 
better_than—r-erd—the relevant Standing Order. It is Standing 
Order 46 (ii) which reads as follows:- 

"No Member shall interrupt another Member except: 

(i) by rising to a point of order, when the Member 
speaking shall resume his seat and the Member 
interrupting shall simply direct attention to 
the point which he desires to brine ta.notice 
and submite,it to the President or chairman 
for decision; or 

(ii) to elucidate some matter raised by another Member 
in the course of his spee:h, erovided that the 
Member speaking is willing to give- way . . . ." 

and that is where Members are going wrong. If Hon Members do 
not give way then the Speaker would have no option het not to 
allow the Member to speak. The Rules goes on: '.'Previded the 
Member speaking is willing to give way and resumes his seat 
and that the Member wishing to interrupt is called by the 

'President or Chairman". I have, as I reel before, called the 
attention both to the Chief Minister and Leader of the Opposi-
tion on.this matter. I have been rather concerned at the 
number of interruptions we have had in this meeting and .I will 
most certainly bear it in mind for future meetings. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

With respect, Sir, that is not quite the point that I am 
making. The point is that a Member sits down having con-
eluded 

 
his intervention, and then pretends that he hais not • 

in order to give an opportunity to another Member to inter-
vene and then he does not even resume his speech because he 
has nothing further to say.: 

MR SPEAKER: 

This is the way that we can deal with this. matter and that is 
one of the matters which we must most certainly bear in mind 
for future meetings. 

HON CHIEF kINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, perhaps I can remind you of your own remarks on 
many occasions that a point of order is not a point of 
clarification. 
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MR S?EAKER: 

.The. is so. A point of order is a point Yhere it is alleged 
that a Member has breached the Standing Orders and that is 
why the Speaker is required to find out what is the point of 
order before anything else is done. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the House adjourned sine die. 

The acjournment of the House sine die was taken at 7.05 pm on-
Monday the 10th November, 1980.* 

/ 
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