


Ordered 

The Hon 
laid on 

(1) The 

(2) The 

to lie. 

the Minister for Economic Development and Trade 
the table the following documents: 

Pilots (Amendment) Rules, 1981. 

Landing and Embarking Fee Rules, 1981.  

Ordered to lie; 

REPORT OP THE PROc,s-DINGS OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

The Ninth Meeting of the First Session of the Fourth House of 
Assembly held in the Assembly Chamber on Thursday the 17th 
December, 1981, at the hour of 10.30 o'clock in the forenoon. 

PRESENT: 

Mr Speake- 
(The Hon A J Vasquez CBE, MA) 

COVERMfENT: 
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan CBE, MVO, QC, JP - Chief Minister 
The Hon A J Canepa - Minister for Economic Develcipment and Trade 
The Eon ME Featherstone - Minister for Public Works 
The Hon I Abecasis - Minister for Tourism and Postal Services 
The Hon H J Zamnitt - Minister for Housing and Sport 
The Hon Major F J Dellipiani ED - Minister for Education and 

Labour and Social Security 
The Hen Dr R G Valarino - Minister for Municipal Services 
The Hon J B Perez - Minister for Medical and Health Services . 
The - Hon D Hull QC - Attorney-General 
The Hon B J Wallace CMG, OBE - Financial and Development 

Secretary 

OPPOSITION: 
The Hon P J Isola OBE - Leader of the Opposition 

.The Hon G T Restano 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon W T Scott 

.The Hon A T Loddo 
-The Hon A J Haynes 

The Hon 3.  Bossano 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
P A Garbarino Eaq MBE, ED - Clerk of the House of Assembly 

PRAYER 
Mr Speaker recited the prayer. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on the 26th October,'1981, 
having been previously circulated, were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

COMMUNICATIONS PROM TIM CHAIR. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I would like to read a letter which has been addressed to me 
by the President and the Secretory-General of the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association. It is dated the 22nd October, 1981, 
and it reads as follows: "rear rr Speaker, The General 
Assembly of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association which 
met in Suva today received from the Association's Executive 
Committee a Report on the Twelfth British Islands and 
Mediterranean Regional Conference which your Branch hosted 
from the 7th to the 12th June, 1981. The Assembly was 
delighted to learn of the excellent arrangements made for 
the Conference. We are, therefore, writing to thank you 
and through you the Branch, the Government and the people of 
Gibraltar as well as the Branch Secretary and his staff for 
helping once again to further the Association's aim by 
hosting the Regional Conference for a third time. You might 
wish to bring the contents of this letter to Members of your 
House, possibly by having it read at a meeting to make them 
'aware of the Association's appreciation. Your sincerely, 
signed M. Qionibaravi President and Robin Vanderfelt, 
Secretary General". 

DOCUMENTS LAID. 

The Hon the Chief Minister laid on the table the following 
documents: 

The Births and Deaths Registration (Amendment) Rules, 
1981. 

The Marriage (Amendment) Rules, 1981. 

Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation annual accounts for 
the year ended 31st March, 1980. 

The Hon the Minister for Public Works laid on the table 
the following documents: 

(1) The Cemetery (Amendment) Rules, 1981.' 

(2) The Audited Accounts Of the Gibraltar Quarry Company. 
Limited for.the period ended 30th November, 1980. • 

 (In the Chair) 

(1 ) 

(2)  

(3)  
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Ordered to lie. 

The Hon the Minister for Education and Labour and Social 
Security laid on the table the following document: . 

The employment Survey Report - April, 1981. 

Ordered to'lie. 

The Hon the Financial and .Development Secretary laid on the 
table the following documents: 

Supplementary Estimates Consolidated Fund (No 3 of 1981/82). 

Supplementary Estimates Improvement and DevelopMent Fund 
(No 3 of 1981/82). 

(3) Statements of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved 
by the Financial and Development Secretary (No 10 of 
1.980/81). . . 
Statement of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved 
by the Financial and Development Secretary (No 3 of 
1981/132). 

• 
(5) Statement of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved 

by the Financial and Development Secretary (No 4 of 
1981/82). • 

(6) Statement of Improvement and DeVelopment Fund Re- • 
Allocations approved by the Financial and Development 
Secretary (No 3'of 1981/82). 

Ordered to lie. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

it Speaker, before we go on to the next item on the agenda 
I beg to move under Standing Order 7(3) to allow me to make 
a statement of which I have already given you notice - on 
my talks with the Foreign and COmmonwealth Secretary and 
the Lord PriVy Seal - 'at this stage in the proceedings and 
therefore out of the regular order of business. I think, 
having regard to the dmportance of the statement and the 
fact that there are 77 questions, I think this Would be a 
better time to make the statement. 

Mr Sneaker put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and this was agreed to. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. The joint press release issued at the 
conclusion of the talks with the delegation of British Govern 
ment officials on 26 November stated that the outcome of these 
talks had been to some extent inconclusive and that I was 
accordingly requesting a very early meeting with the Lord 
Privy Seal in order to pursue a number of matters at political 
level. 

That request was quickly agreed to and the Governor and I 
.were, furthermore, invited to have e talk with the Foreign 
Secretary, Lord Carrington. 

The meeting with the Foreign Secretary took place at 10.30 at 
on Monday 14 December.. I took the opportunity of that meeting 
to impress upon the Secretary of State the extent to which the 
whole of Gibraltar had been shocked and dismayed by the sudden 
announcement of the British Government's decision to -close the 
Dockyard in 1983, not least because that decision had been 
taken without the close consultation with Gibraltar which we 
had all along been led to expect. 

I also expressed to the Secretary of State the strength bf 
my disappointment and regret at what I considered to be a 
lack of appreciation of our situation and a negative response 
on the part of the delegation of officials which visited 
Gibraltar in November. I said.; was gratefUl for the 
opportunity to seek from him, at the highest political level, 
a firm assurance that the British Government would be 
sympathetic and fair to Gibraltar as well as to ask him to 
direct that .such .an assurance be given early and practical 
effect in the various matters which I intended to raise with 
him. I said that these requests were made on their ocn, 
merits but that I had also to say that it was being stated' 
in some quarters that the British Government's objective was 
to weaken Gibraltar so as to bring about a political 
settlement with Spain. Lord Carrington intervened at once 
to say that there was no.questionof 

The first request which I put to Lord Carrington was that the 
decision to close the Dockyard should be.reversed. I explained 
'the effects that such a decision would haVe and brought to his. 
'personal attention the Memorandum which had been.addressed to 
me by the Unions in Gibraltar during the demonstration-which 
took place here'on 25 November..  

Lord Carrington replied that there could be no reversal of 
that decision. He fully understood how we felt and no-one 
-in London under-estimated the problemi facing Gibraltar. He 
stressed the financial difficulties in the Ninistry of Defence 
and the hard decisions which had had to be taken also in 
respect of Chatham and Portsmouth.. 

then requested that implementation of the decision should, 
at least, be deferred until Gibraltar had had a chance of 
absorbing the economic and administrative effects of the 
removal of the blockade. In a letter dated 7 August, written 
after the White Paper but before any decisions .on Gibraltar 
had been announced, I had similarly requested"that the 
implementation of any possible defence cuts should be Ao \s  
deferred. . ' • 

I suggested to Lord Carrington that the cost of modernising 
the Dockyard might not be greater than the costIto the British 
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Government of converting it for commercial work. I also . 
suggested that the Dockyard night continue under present • 
.management but take in commercial work as had been done 
successfully in the post. I added that the time-table for 
a possible conversion was too short. 

I told Lord Carrington that a misunderstanding about the 
position of the Gibraltar Government appeared to have arisen. 
We had not asked f6r a conversion to commercial work. A 
study had been initiated at the time of the publication of 
the White Paper to investigate what alternative possibilities 
there might be if it were to be decided to close the Dockyard. 
A conversion-to-commercial work was a possibility and this' . 
was still being explored. I added that, in any event, such 
a conversion could be ruled out if, other considerations 
apart, the land and surplus assets in the Dockyard were not 
to be transferred to the Gibraltar Government free of charge 
and if the British Government were not to invest in-order 
to ensure the viability of the -proposed scheme. 

I raised.three other matters with Lord Carringtdn - the 
question of the hours of operation of the airfield, 
development aid and.Crown land. I stressed the grave social, 
economic. and commercial repercussions that would ensue if 
civilian flights were to be restricted and I urged that full 
consideration be given to the reasonable-requirements of the 
airlines. On development aid; I pressed for the continuation 
of the'Policy of supnortingand sustaining Gibraltar.: The 
delaywhich had occurred was 'already affecting the economy 
and I. sought an immedtate interim allocation of aid to be 
followed by discussion:.. of our submission for the next 
developMent.programme. 

Finally, I. said that there was an urgent need to pursue our 
request for a revision ,of the existing arrangements for the.  
transfen of.iand held by the Ministry of Defence surplus to 
their requirements. 

Lord Carrington's respbnse to my request for a fair and 
Sympathetic attitude on the'part of the British Government 
was warm and encouraging. Reverting to the suggestion made 
in,some quarters to the effect that the British Government 
night be trying:to weaken Gibraltar in order to achieve a 
political settlement with Spain, he said that this had 
certainly not crossed his own mind and if it had beenin-
anyone's else's mind, Parliament would not allow it; 

Lord Carrington, while maintaining that the decision to close 
the Dockyard could.not be changed, said that timing was 
another matter. Be appreciated that it might be too difficult 
to face a closure of the Dockyard at the same time as are-.  
opening of the frontier. He continued to be hopeful of an 
early announcement on the removal of the restrictions. It 
would then be possible to see what the actual. effects were.. 

5. 

Lord Carrington, while unable at that stage to commit the 
British Government in any way,'assured me of his own personal 
support on the question of Crown land. I derived very 
considerable encouragement from this response. 

I was also encouraged by Lord Carrington's sympathetic 
response on the question of-the hours of operation of the 
airfield; a matter in which, he believed, some accommodation 
could well be possible. 

Lord Carrington told me that the Lord Privy Seal• would have .  
some proposals to make on development'aid. He gave me his' 
Undertaking that, within the limits of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office and the ODA, they would do what they 
could to help. It was, hoWever, necessary for him to draw 
attention to Britain's very difficult economic circumstances. 

We then went .on to a meeting with Yr. Humphrey Atkihs, the . 
new Lord Privy Seal, and Ur Peter Blaker, Einister of State 
at the Ministry of Defence. 

At this meeting I elaborated, in.greater detail, on the points 
I had made to Lord Carrington about the Dockyard.. I made it 
clear that we contested the irreversibility of the closure 
decision and once again stated the actual position of the 
Gibraltar Government on the question of the possible • 
conversion of.the Dockyard for commercial work. .1 said that 
I had seen Messrs. Kitson and Martin of the Transport and 
General Workers Union the previous day and had'been informed 
that they had written to the Prime.Miniater to seek s. meeting. 
They had the, support of all the UK unions concerned and 
intended also to contest the decision on closure on the 
.political plane on an all-party basis.' 

• 
I also expanded on the question of the airfield, the continuing 
need for development aid and the question of Crown land. I was 
again told that the decision to close the Dockyard could not be 
changed and I again urged at least a deferment, if closure 
could not be resisted, the aim would be to have time to reach 
early decisions of principle on alternative economic.activities 
and how they would be financed. 

On development aid I was told that the British Government 
looked at the situation as a whole. They could not deal 
separately with development aid and not take account of the 
possible need for aid arising out of'ihe Dockyard closure. 
The Lord Privy Seal said that, against this background and 
my demand for some interim award, the British Government 
agreed.. that £1~ million aid will be made available for urgent 
projects. 

. • 
The general. question of CroWn.land was being cOnsidered.and' 
it was acknowledged that a rapid decision on Dockyard land. 
and assets was required. Ministers indicated that this 
qtastion was to be considered urgently and positively. 
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On the question of the airfield it was agreed that MOD 
experts would visit Gibraltar early in January to study the 
plans to bring the hours of operation•more into line with 
peacetime military requirements, taking into account 
Gibraltar's essential economic, social and commercial 
interests. 

Mr Speaker, as I said earlier, the object of seeking-early 
discussions with UK Ministers was to raise at political 

'level the matters discussed with the delegation of British 
Government officials in Gibraltar in-November. UK Ministers 
have been left in no doubt of our feelings on these matters. 

What we now need to do is to take stock of the situation we 
have reached. 

As to the Dockyard,' it could not have been made clearer-to 
me.  that it is not the British Government's intention to 
change their decision. Our own position on this is that we 
continue to contest that decision and that we shall be doing 
everything we can to persuade them to change their 
At the same time, as I have already made clear publicly, the 
Government of Gibraltar has a responsibility to investigate 
contingency arrangements incase the decision is adhered to. 
It has beeh brought home to the British Government that any 
proposal to convert the Dockyard to commercial work would 
be doomed if the land and surplus assets are not transferred 
to the Gibraltar Government free of charge,. This point has 
been well taken and my own' assessment is that this will be 
eventually agreed to, if it beComes necessary. 

As to development aid, again we contest the British 'Govern-
ment's view that this must be seen in the overall context. 
We consider that the need for aid stems from the British 
Government's commitment to support and sustain Gibraltar 
following the imposition or the. Spanish restrictions and 
that the new and potentially very serious situation arising 
out of the Defence Review is a separate issue to be dealt-
With separately. We are grateftl for the British Government's 
speedy decision to make Z14. million available for urgent 
projects but must continue to press our case for early and 
detailed discussion of our aid submission. 

We shall equally be pressing our case on the question of • 
Crown land and, although I have been given no commitment, • . 
my own personal assessment is that there is now. a reasonable, 
possibly good, chance of our making some early ee.rogreas on 
this. 

Equally, I feel optimistic about the possibilities of reaching, 
agreement on the question of the operating hours bf the air-
field. There is no doubt that the vital importance of this 
for Gibraltar is now fully appreciated in Britain. 

• 
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Generally, I consider that, apart from the admittedly major 
issue of the decision on the.Dockyard, on which it has so 
far proved impossible: to shift the British GoVernment, we 
have made some tanEible progreWin these talks and there 
seem to me to be good prospects of further progress. We 
shall certainly be pressing for this at every opportunity. 

There 'is 'a long and difficult road ahead and I invite.the 
support of. this House, and indeed of the Trade Unions and 
other representative bodies in Gibraltar for the hard . - 
efforts which the Government will have to continue to make. 
I am re-assured in particular, first by Lord Carrington'a 
expression of the British Governments commitment to 
Gibraltar, while necessarily taking Britain's economic 
difficulties'into account, and, secondly, by the very strong 
support expressed by our friends in Parliament whom I 
addressed after the talks ended on Monday. I feel confident 
that we shall be able to overcome the problems which face us 
even though, in the difficult times in.which we live; we are 
not able to achieve all our objectives fully. 

•I would not wish it to be thought that the talks in London 
were easy. I would illustrate tiis point by saying that, 
in order to underline the potential gravity of the situation 
I made it fully clear at, both meetings that,. if thee necessary 
steps were. not. taken to help Us to maintain the way of life 
of the Gibraltarian community in a reasonable manner, my ' 
colleagues and I night find it.impossibipoto continue holding. 
office as Ministers. I wish, however, to make itclear that 
we have no intention of resigning without putting up the Most 
deterMined fight to ensure that that potential gravity is 
substantially diminished. . 

Finally, I.should' like to announce to the House that .I have 
extended an.oral invitation to the Lord Privy Seal and to 
Mr Blaker to visit Gibraltar as soon as possible and that 
it has been intimated 'to ODA on my instructions that an 
invitation will also shortly be extended to Mr Neil Marten 
of the ODA for the.purposes of familiarisation at first 
hand and with a view to seeking an early date for detailed 
discussion'of the aid submission, hopefully in the first 
quarter of 1982. .Unfortunately, Mr Speaker, Mr Neil Marten 
had been snow bound over the weekend and could not.be here 
for the meeting. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker; naturally .I have to consider the statement that . 
the Chief Minister has made and, of course, any reaction:I 
make to it-now must necessarily be one on the spur of the-.: 
moment as it is. T'think.  the statement the' Chief Minister' 
has made-is bound to be greeted with a certain amount of 
disappointment and I think emphasises the enormity of the, 
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task before the People of Gibraltar on this issue. I am 
quite sure that the'Chief Minister has been as forceful as he 
can be in putting his arguments but against the background 
of the strong feeling in Gibraltar about the manner and the 
sudden deCision for the closure of the Dockyard and the way 
it was done that the response in London should still be 
fairly cool. It seems to me, anyway, that although and I 
think we must be reassured by the statements and assurances 
that Lord Carrington and the Lord Privy Seal have given the 
Chief Minister, I cannot but be disappointed at the little. 
that is being given in terms of encouragement in this sense, 
Mr Speaker, but although I welcome that Lord Carrington has 
said timing-was another matter,I am sorry he has not been 
able to go a bit further than hat and'give us some 
assurances on What we consider, and I am sure the Government 
also considers to be the vital issue and that is that the 
British Government should not close the Dockyard down until, • 
if it is to be closed down, until an alternative viable 
economy has been worked out for Gibraltar and whilst I do' 
not doubt for one moment anything the Chief Minister has 
told us in this HoUse, it does not seem that we have been 
given .this although, as I say, one is encouraged by the 
continuing' commitment of sustain and support and by the ' 
definite assurances given by Lord Carrington that the 
qnestiZon of Spain is not in their minds at all in this 
decision. I think that is important if we are to face the 
futUre with confidence, Mr Speaker. I hope that the Chief 
.Minister realisea.theton this matter which affects the • 
WhOTe of the people ofd Gibraltar; the Opposition party Which 
I nave the honour tC"lead, will give him our 'complete support 
inthe very, very, I ..think, tough' struggle the Gibraltar 
GoVernment has ahead Of them. I Would also like to say, Mr 

.Speaker, that the question of development aid is something 
that must concern llaa lot because quite apart from the 
announcement (5.fthe. .elliosure of the Dockyard and the • 
inevitable effePis-this pould have on the economy.of 
Gibraltar and on the standard of living of people, qUite 
apart'from that, under the sustain and support promise and 
under the responsibility vested in the British Government, 
there should be a measure of development aid commensurate 
obviously with the means of the British Government and:also .  
more importantly commensurate with the needs of Gibraltar 
and the develonment aid talks, I feel, are being dragged and 
dragged by the British Government and the Chief Minister has 
our complete'support in urging the British Government' to • 
advance the timing for development aid talks. .i'r'e are going 
to have a dreadful hiatus in Gibraltar just before the 
Dockyard closes, if it closes or if its closure is not • 
delayed, and I think that is something I would urge the 
Chief Minister to take up as strongly as he can with 'the 
British Government. Mr Speaker, there are one or two 
questions:I would like to ask. One is, I would like to ask 
the ChiefAtinister . . . 

9. 

MR SPBAKER: 

'e must not anticipate the questions which are on the . 
Order Paper and we must not debate the statement. As Usual,' 
I have given the Leader of the Opposition an opportunity to 
reply and I intend to give Mr Bossano an opportunity, too, 
because he represents a different Opposition view . 
but we must not fall ;Into the temptation of debating the. 
issue.. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, I would welcome any questions on clarification. 

MR SPEAKER: 

• On clarification, yes. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I would like, Mr Speaker, some' clarification because I think 
this is very important from the point of view of the people 
of Gibraltar. I would like some clarification of what sort 
of explanation the Foreign Secretary had to give the Chief 
Minister for what appeared to be a complete breach: Of 
assurance on the part of the British Government, a complete 
breach of solemn pledges given .to the Chief Minister during 
his visit in July, 1981, that no decision would be takenon 
the closure of the Dockyard without prior consultation With 
the Government of Gibraltar. I would like to know whether 
there was at least an apology for this obvious breach of 
assurance from the Foreign Secretary and then I would also 
like to know, Mr Speaker, whether the interim aid of -2-m 
that has been given for urgent matters, whether that is 
agreed that it has no particular limit of 'time in the sense 
that it is net £4m for five. years.or something like that but . 
only for a very short time. Finally, Mr Speaker, as I cannot 
but express concern at the enormity of the task before the 
people of Gibraltar, I would like to ask the Chief Minister 
whether he will pursue the suggestion that I have given him 
having regard to what he has said towards the end of the 
statement, that there is a need to get in all.the political 
parties and all the representative bodies that there have. 
been in the past, to try and between ourselves discuss the' 
problems that we are faced and between ourselves try and 
form a Gibraltar view that can,be used and expressed and 
pushed, not only with the British Government but with the 
British Gibraltar Group in Parliament and all the many • 
friends that we have to ensure that Gibraltar's case does 
not go in any way by default and to ensure that the Gibraltar 
case and the Gibraltar view is given the best prospects for . 
success as I am sure we must all agree we must succeed in 
the end. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I think I might answer the points raised by the Leader of 
the Opposition. 

1.!R. SPEAKM/: 

Perhaps it might be better for good order if you hear Mr 
Bossano and then you reply to whatever has been said. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Thank you, Id. Speaker. Let me say that as. the Honourable 
the Leader of the Opposition has said, an on the spot 
reaction to a statement is not perhaps the best way in 
which to put one's view on a matter as serious. as this. 
However, I think the statement, if one were to try and 
reduce it to its essential contents, produces little beyond 
the position of the British Government prior to the Chief 
Minister's visit. to the United Eingdom. We have had 
reiteration of assurances and I would not for one moment 
expect any British Government to admit that there was any 
connection between what they are doing or what they are ' 
attennting.to do,' they have mot yet succeeded, what they 
are attempting to do to the economy of Gibraltar, and their 
intentions regarding a settlement of the Gibraltar issue 
with Spain, so to ask them whether it is true that. there is 
a connection which some people believe to exist, I do not.:  
think can elicit an admission'even if it were true and 
think the British Government has failed to keep to the 
assurances it gave the Chief Minister in July and that of 
necessity must diminish its credibility in the eyes of this 
House and of the people of Gibraltar and I hope that that 
noint was made very strongly by the Chief Minister that the 
relationship between Gibraltar and'the United Kingdom has 
been damaged by the actions and the attitudes and the 
decisions of the British Government and that it is not 
the will of the people of Gibraltar that it should be 
damaged. I think it is also important that the British 
Government should understand that any reaction against that 
decision is not a reaction against the United.KinEdom or 
against the British people as a whole but against the 
policies of the Government at present in power which are 
unacceptable to large section's of the population of the 
United Kingdom as well as being unacceptable to large . 
sections of the population of Gibraltar. In the context or 
the meeting in London, Mr Speaker, and the statement made 
at the end of the visit of Mr Fergusson, I would like clari-
fication as to. whether the question of -commercialisation 
was actually discussed. In the press release issued by the 
Government at the end of the visit of Mr Pergusson on the 
26th November, it'sald: "In pursuance of proposals for 
commercialisation" and so on,.I would like to know whether  

in the context of the meeting, in fact, now that the ' 
Gibraltar Government has left the British Government in no 
doubt that it is not their idea that the Gibraltar Dockyard 
should go commercial and that it.is not their proposal and 
that the British Government should no longer create that 
impression which is incorrect, I would like to kno,r on what 
basis these proposals are being pursued and whether in fact 
the British Government wishes to pursue them. I would also 
like to know, 1.r Speaker, whether the Chief Minister pointed 
out to the British Government that the necessary condition 
for any transition to commercialisation would include not 
just a free transfer of land, I would have thought that the 
Chief.ginister was bound, with the fundamental policy of 
his party of the right to our lend, was bound to insist on 
a free transfer of land that I think is axiomatic but also 
that a necessary condition would be trade union cooperation 
and that it is inconceivable' that any private firm from 
outside Gibraltar would wish, in fact, to set up a commercial 
operation in Gibraltar in the knowledge, before they even 
arrive, that they would be facing industrial action as soon 
as they stepped off the plane. I hope that Point was mode 
very strongly as well and that in the question of the time-
table that the British Government proposes to pursue when 
they are talking about the 1983 date not being final but at 
the same time saying they are not willing to defercit, is 
one right in inferring from that that what the British 
Government is 'saying is that if there are actual hitches in 
getting the thing under way within the time-scale they have 
set themselves, then in fact the process Will not be halted 
because the process is delayed, that in fact any question.' 
of deferment- is not therefore a matter of.a revision of the 
policy because of the representations that,have been made 
but a necessity forced on the Government by -circumstances. 
Is that the context in which they are talking abOut the date 
not'being fixed? Mr Speaker, I will not. go into any greater 
detail at this stage, I think to do so would of necessity 
bring me into the area of the questions I have put on the 

• Order Paper and that would not be right. 

YR SPEAKER: 

Perhaps' the Chief Minister would.now like to reply. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I am not quite certain now of the third point made by the 
Leader of. the Opposition. One was the question of consulta-
tion, the other one was'the question of the interim aid. Mr 
Speaker, it is very difficult in a statement of this nature 
to be able.to put in all the nuances and 'all the•details'of 
two meetings, intensive and hard hitting meeting, if I may, 
'say so with respect as tay be discloSed from the language I 
have used. I did make very strong representations on the 
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cuestion of consultation. Iwill not say that I received 
any apologies, that would be misleading the House but 1. 
would go to the extent certainly in the.case of Lord 
Carrington saying that the point was very, very well taken. 
I will not mislead the House in any other way, I will try 
and maintain the credibility not only of what iSaaid here 
but that what is said here is substantially what has happened. 
I have better news about the question of the £Lm.and that is 
subject to usual procedures of getting the necessary approval 
from the Projects Committee and so on, it is not to be. spread 
over a. long period, it will be available for us to.Spend as 
cuickly as possible but of course, 24m on its own unless we 
can support it with our own money will in itself net be able 
to produce much alone but there is no tie to the time-table 
nor:is it spread over a long period. I think we can make a 
case that the .24m is on the table to.be taken in the way we . 
.can 'use it and the Government, now that we know the. situation, 
will adjust the beginning of the development programthe having . 
regard to the priorities that are important in re-assessing 
our own contribution in this matter to make use of that 24m 
as quickly as possible. I think, as will be seen later on, 
perhaps, the fact that we.have in this particular last 
programme accelerated progress more than in any other is a 
good omen.and the fact that we have a considerable amount of 
homework done and that the submission was made in February, 
I think we are in a good position to start quickly making 
the best use of those 24m. 

HON J BOSSANOi'  

IS it tied to specific things? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Po,.it is not, tied, it is on the table for development and 
it is free. I am not satisfied with that amount but I do 
not think we ought to say that it is not at least an 
cation of their willingness to support us even though, if 
there are no early development talks, it would bee very 
bad situation. I fully take the point and accept the point 
made by the Leader of the Opposition about the importance of 
the effect on the economy of developmentaid at this 
particular time and I would like therefore to stress that 
that has been made very, very clear. With regard to . 
consultations, in the first place there is an area of 
consultation already in existence in respect of the question' 
of the 'closing of the Dockyard, the Governor's%Consultative 
Committee where Members opposite have had the benefit of 
information and sa on which it is proposed to continue. I. 
propose to consider, in consultation with the Leader of the 
Opposition and Mr Bossano, the areas of consultation that 
we could pursue in respect of other representative bodies 
and so on. That, I think, deals with the point raised by  

the Leader of the Opposition. With regard to rr Bossano. I 
did not ask a question whether this matter had anything to 
do with Spain. I would not be so naive as to ask a question 
of which the answer would necessarily be no even if it were 
yes. I think the Honourable rember should Five me credit 
for that, I did not say I hod asked. I have said that this 
had been .suggested and that lt had been suggested at very 
high level as we all know. I had to put into writing into 
the. text in a brief way what happened but I have to add my 
own judgeMent on that and my own judgement may prove•to be. 
wrong but I have to .Eive my own judgement and my own'judgement, 
having seen Lord Carrington, having put the matter to him, • 
having heard what he had to say, having referred through 
Parliament, having had behind him the result of the 
Nationality Bill, I.thipk that his-assuranCes that one thing.  
had nothing to ,do :With the other were sincere and insofar as 
he was concerned were, true and I take them as such. Our 
relations 'with the Eritish Government which should be as 
good as they can make them, I would not say have been damaged 
but have been affected. I may have.  something to say in a 
question at a later stage when we come to the question of 
faith.but that is too early now so I will leave that until 
we come to that. I did get perhaps more satisfaction.than 
is reflected in the Words of the statement, or rather I . 
gathered more satisfaction than I can put in a statement, 
about-the flexibility of the time of the closing of the 
Dockyard, always related. I want to make it clear because I 
was not very sure what the last diatribe, if I may say so 
with respect, the Honourable Mr Bossano made about the 1 
question of the delay. .1 took the assurance I got on that . 
that if it requires more time to make any viable alterna-
tive easier to absorb, then the timing was not a fixed one, 
there was, an area of movement there and I think Members will 
have taken note of the fact that at subsequent qestioning 
in'the House of Commons, the year 1984 was mentioned, 1983/84, 
so I think within the parameters of the availability of work 
and so on I think that the time has.to have a relation to the 
progress that can be made to substitute the economy of the 
Dockyard with something else. With regard to the efforts to 
be made, I would consider them to be, and I have cleared this 
before that it was not the Gibraltar Government's • idea of 
commercialisation but that came out of the report, I would 
say and as I said in my statement, the responsibility of the 
Government to make. contingency planning, I would say that now.  

.it is an attempt, I would say tripartite attempt between the 
consultants, the Gibraltar Government and the British Govern-
ment to pursue the question of Commercialisation at the 
quickest possible time in order to make sure that we are not.. 
accused at a later stage of having refused to participate in 
efforts that are being made that could substitute the economy 
of the Dockyard which according to the Government is \ ' 
irreversible and which may or may not prove to be but having 
regard to the time that it took to produce the White Paper 
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and the cuts made in England, I would join political efforts 
that I would not be telling my real impressions to the House 
if I offered any'hope that that can be reversed having 
regard to my impression given in London. With regard to the 
ouestion of trade union cooperation, I think this was implicit 
but I think the Honourable Member can gather some comfort to 
say (a) that I referred to the petition which had been put to 
me by the Trade Union Movement the day I left the talks with 
officials and a copy of which was given to each member of 
the team immediately after.' left the delegation. Also,. 
implicit in the fact that I informed the Secretary of State 
that I had had a meeting with Messrs Kitson and Martin and 
that they were taking the matter of the trade union side with 
the Prime Minister. •I think that the answer to that in that 
respect is in the affirmative and, indeed, I think that we • 
must have trade union cooperation in whatever is required to 
be done in this matter and I hope, too, that the trade union 
approach to the matter is also coupled with ultimate 
acceptance of a situation but other than that 1 think that 
it is oulte clear or rather in addition I think it was made 
quite clear that the concern was for the whole of Gibraltar 
and that the trade unions were taking a very active part in -
putting their point forward and without their cooperation it 
would be difficult to pursue the matter. I would just like 
to finish off by saying that. my  talks with, I did not refer 
to this because it was not directly arising out of my mission—. 
but as it has been made ,public, I had-a meeting with Mr -John 
Silkin,'who Is  the Shadow' Minister for Defence, who-will be •: 
coming to Gibraltar on the 8th January to see for himself, 
he is also-Shadow Leader of the House at this moment, and 
also with Mrs-Judith-Hart who is now Chairman of the Labour 
Party In the United Kingdom. I had a meal with them and we 
discussed the• whole matter and the best way of dealing with 
their main concern at that meeting, of course, which is the 
welfare of the whole of the people of Gibraltar. • 

4NSW,..RS TO QUESTIONS  

The House recessed at 1.00 pm. 

The House resumed- at 3.40 pm.t 

Answers to Questions continued.. 

The House recessed at 5.50.pm. 

The House resumed at 6.30 pmt. 

.ORDER OF THE DAY ' 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

YR SPEAYER: 

The Honourable the Minister for Housing and Sport hea given 
notice that he wishes to make a Statement.' I will therefore 
call on the Minister. 

HON H J zArnITT: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, thank you. Following the practice institu- 
ted by my colleague, the Honourable I Abecasis, of keeping 
the House informed whenever a review of postal charges is 
to be introduced, it falls upon me to make a statement on 
the increases which will be introduced as from 1 January 1982: 

As Members will no doubt recall, the last general: review of 
postal charges took place on 1 August 1980. Since then, 
annual wage reviews and other 'factors have brought about a 
considerable increase in the cost of postal'operations. It 
is Government policy that the service which the Post Office 
provides should as far as possible pay for itself. 

I should nevertheless like to stress thatbare'has been 
.taken, within the stated policy, to keep these increases 
as low as possible. The following are some examples of the 
new charges, which are based on the basic rate authorised 
by the Universal Postal Union:- 

surface rates from 9p to 14p for a letter weighing 20 grammes 

airmail rates to Europe from 15p to 17•p for a letter weighing 
20 grammes. 

• 
airmail rates to other destinations and other postal services 

• 

are also increased 

The local postage rate will not suffer an increase and will 
remain at 4p for a letter weighing 50 grammes. 

EON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I am very surprised to see that in the face of 
what one might call'the terrible service that we are receiving 
at the moment from the Postal Services that this should have' 
been the time:to raise the rates. We see complaints, Mr 
Speaker, not only from the mail not arriving here in time 
but there are people complaining publicly of the time they 
have to stand to acquire stamps. I would have hoped that 
the Minister perhaps might have tried to improve that 
service so that we would see that the public generally were, 
happy with.the kind of service they were getting before t 
increasing the amounts. 'Whilst, of course, we cannot oppose 
-them for the reasons that he says, perhaps he has got to 
balance his books, I do not know, that is what he said, it 
would be interesting to know what the additional revenue to 
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be derived from this is going to be and what the position 
of the account is going to be at the end of the year, 
perhaps he could explain that which I think the Minister 
has not done and then we would be in a better position to 
know whether this is justified or not but certainly I do 
not think it is justified on the kind of service that we 
are getting now and if he goes ahead with the increases I 
hope there will be a considerable improvement on the service 
which at the moment leaves very Much to be desired. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Could I ask - the Minister, on a point of clarification, is 
there a breakdown between what Gibraltar gets and what other 
Postal authorities get on.•international mail? The letters 
that get mailed in Gibraltar, does the whole of the 17p or 
the whole of the 15p go to the Gibraltar Government? . 

HON H J ZAM/ZITT: 

Certainly not, Sir. There are of course charge's that the 
Gibraltar Post Office has to make to whereVer destination 
the letter is ultimately getting to so it is not that we 
retain the 17p or 15p. I would like to say, Mr Speaker, 
that:although Post Offices particularly in England with 
which.  we are very closely aligned has lost something like 
C.60M'this year, there.is and I would not like to give an 
indication of the airmail because England has not got an 
airmail service as such, that we must accept from the moment 
go„they have an - all,up rate which means that a letter is 
sett through the Post Office and the Post Office can send it 
whichever Way the Post Office has the best combination, it 
could be by train; car, boat or by air whereas we in 
Gibraltar.  have an airmail service and I can assure the 
Honourable Member, particularly the Honourable and.Gallant 
Major Peliza, that already airmail in 'England is 18P but it.  
will be going up quite substantially to Europe of which we 
form part. Mr Speaker, I agree to a degree that the service 
could be improved upon, / will not accept of course that it 
is a'terrible service. 

MR SPEAKER: 

All I will allow you to do is .to clarify the question Of the 
17p. 

HON H J ZAMMITT:.  

I think have answered that, Yr Speaker. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

what I am trying to establish, in fact, is whether there is 
a ratio between what we charge and what we have to pay, whether 

there is a relationship which we are maintaining or whether, 
for example, we have to have a 2p increase because we have to 
pay 1p more for every letter. Is there a mechanism of that . 
nature involved? • 

HON H J ZAM1ITT: 

The charges go up, Mr Speaker, but of course we must realise 
that we have to pay in Swiss Francs which also accounts for 
a certain upping, never a downing certainly in.my time, and 
therefore there is normally an upping on that, Yr Speaker, 
but we try and keep the relativity as best we can. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Yr Speaker, may I have some clarification particularly after 
that question and if I am right in assuming that part of the 
extra postage is due to annual wage reviews and other 
factors in Gibraltar or at least some of. them in Gibraltar, 
to have been consistent here, not that I am advocating this, 
I. would have expected a rise in the local postage as well. ' 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 
• 

Mr Speaker, we have found that 4p for the area which the 
Post Office carries responsibility from within Gibraltar 
is considered to be quite steep and therefore it is found 
that the mail within Gibraltar has diminished• quite substan—
tially, in fact, there are many firms that have a messenger 
to do deliveries rather than going through the post. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Is this perhaps a case either of the local mail being too 
high in price or perhaps the service could be substantially 
improved. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, I understand that according to the Order Paper 
it would be for me now to move the motion standing in my 
name. a would like to under Order 7(3) to postpone this 
until a later stage as I am not ready for it now, some 
material is being prepared for me. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Fainenough. We will take the second motion. 

: MOTIONS:  
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25 feet. Sir, the revenue yield is expected to be insigni—
ficant. Sir, I commend the motion to the House. 

Mr Speaker then proposed the ouestion in the terms of the 
motion proposed by the Minister for .Economic Development 
and Trade. 

BON A J CANEPA: 

Yr Speaker, I have the honour to move in the terms of the 
motion standing in my name. Is it possible, Mr Speaker, 
for me to dispense with reading this rather long motion? 

1.fR SPEAkER: 

Yes, I think the House will grant leave to dispense with the 
reading of the motion, it has been circulated and it is 
lengthy. 

HON A C.ANEPA: 

Thank you, Sir. Sir, at present the container rental fee 
free'neriod stands at fifteen days. Beyond that,.after•the 
expiration of the rental free period, the fee for containers 
up to 25 feet in length is £2.50 per day for the first six 
days and £5 for each succeeding day and for those exceeding 
25 feet £5 per day for the first six days and £10 for each 
succeeding day. Sir, .1 have recently received representa—
tions from the Conference lines which have highlighted the 
difficulties that are being encountered by shippers who per 
force have .to return the containers empty to their loading 
Ports as no goods are exported from Gibraltar and this, 
coupled with the changed shipping pattern has been causing 
operators. to incur heavy payments in rental charges. It is 
notubseible to return the containers to their Port of 
origin under -the nresent. shipping pattern within the 15 day 
free neriod and, in fact, on average, containers are remaining 
in Gibraltar for over twenty—one days and therefore they 
sought an extension of this free period. The Government has 
considered those representations sympathetically and we are 
proposing that the free period should 'be extended to thirty. 
days. I pointed out to them, and they accepted, that we 
felt that if we were going to make this concession then the 
Penalties, or the rental charges, when that thirty days 
period was exceeded should be increased in order to act as a 
deterrent and therefore the motion is also proposing that the 
rental charge should be•increased from £2.50 per day for the 
first six days and £5 for each succeeding day, to £10 per 
day after the thirty day free period for containers up to 25.  
feet in length and, secondly, from the present £5 per day for.  
the first six days and £10 for each succeeding day, to £20 
per day after the thirty day free period for containers 
exceeding 25 feet in length. The increase charges are. 
considered reasonable in view of the nroposed concession. 
The opportunity, Sir, is also being taken to review and 
increase the present wharfage charge. This was introduced 
on the 8th March, 1979., and having regard to the fact.that 
this was 2;- years ago, we are proposing that it should be 
increased by 33i% from £7.50 -to £10 for containers up to 25' 
feet in length and from £15 to £20 for containers exceeding 
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Yr Speaker, I only hope that the Minister for Economic 
Development and Trade will bear in mind that in raising 
these fees this is not passed on to the importer in Gibraltar .  
who eventually has to Pass it on to the consumer. I would 
like the Minister for the Port to look into the question of 
the cost of bringing merchandise from abroed to Gibraltar 
and to try and work out how much of that extra cost is 
involved in the actual handling in Gibraltar.. S say so 
because there are- items which by the time they arrive in 
Gibraltar from the place where. they are bought they double • 
in price and this is- something that I think the Minister 
for Economic Development who'has very much the question of 
economics in Gibraltar at heart,, he should -look into that 
because it would be extremely helpful if a way could be 
found of reducing those costs as no doubt it will have a 
tremendous effect'on the,cost of goods sold in Gibr,altar, 
not just of course for our own consumption but also if we, .. 
are looking ahead to the-  day When we may see more visitors 
coming to Gibraltar as an attraction, I •believe.that an ; 
exercise has been carried out and that comparisons have 
been made of prices between here and other placesin the 
neighbourhood andln- someinstances - we find that we-are 
really out of the market. I would suggest that ore of the 
reasons why perhaps we are not so - competitive-is because 
of the cost in bringing the merchandise to. Gibraltar and I 
would ask the Minister that if he is going to raise fees on 
wharfages charges and all that, to see what he can do to • 
avoid this•being passed on to the importer otherwise, 
eventually, .1 think we are gradually pricing ourselves out 
of all markets. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Yr Speaker, I just have one point to-  make. Presumably, with 
the free period being extended to thirty days we may find 
ourselves in a position where there are more containers 
being retained in Gibraltar than heretofore and I hope that 
a system can-  be devised to keep the Port a little bit less 
congested than it is - at the moment. One goes to the Port 
area and the containers are not really stacked properly,. ' 
they are placed in a very untidy manner and I think-that s-
even if there wasn't any 'likelihood of an increase in the 
numberti even with those tha-twe have at the moment, I think 
a system should be devised so that the Port looks a bit 
neater, looks a bit cleaner than it does at the moment. . 
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MR SPEAKER: 

If there are no other contributors I will call on the 
Minister to reply. • 

HON A J CA EPA: 

I think the Honourable Mr ReStano has a point, Mr Speaker. 
It is a valid point, this is something which.the Dock 
Controller will be able to look into, it will be very much 
part of his duties. We do need somebody to be there all • 
the time keeping a check on the situation. The Port 
Department does not have anyone at present who can do this 
and this is why we are employing a Dock Controller. Insofar 
as the rental charEes are concerned, I do not think, Mr 
Sneaker, having regard to the fact that containers are now 
remaining in Gibraltar for twenty-one days, I do not think 
that if we allow a rental free period of thirty days increased 
charges are really going to apply as a general rule so I do 
not anticipate that those costs should be passed on to the 
consumer at all. The point that he has raised is a much 
wider issue, of course, which involves matters which may not 
be Within our control, which may not be within our purview, 
they may well involve charges which are not levied within 
Gibraltar. I will see what can be done about the matter but 
I cannot sincerely promise that I will be able to get very 
poSitive results. 

Yr Speaker then put the ouestion and on a vote being taken 
the following Honourable Members voted in favour: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon A J Canepa 
The Hon Major F Dellipiani 
The Hon M K Featherstone 
The Hon Sir Joshila Hassan 
The Hon A J Haynes 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon J B Perez 
The Hon G T Restano 
The Hon 'W T Scott 
The Hon Dr R G Valarino 
The Hon H J Zammitt 
The Hon D Hull 
The Hon R Wallace 

The following Honourable Member abstained: 

The lion.3 Bossano 

The motion. was accordingly passed. 

PILLS  

FIRST AIM SECOND READING  

THE HOUSING ASSOCIATIONS ORDINANCE, 1981  

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an Ordinance 
to provide for the incorporation of associations for. housing 
purposes and for matters incidental thereto, be read a first 
time 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Bill was read a first time, 

SECOND READING. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be read a 
second time. Sir, this Bill is• intended to enable occupiers 
of housing estates or blocks, if they so wish, to form 
associations for their administration and management. 
Provided that they all Participate, the owners of units 
comprising an estate or block of flats and, as. the Bill 
explains, two flats or more all, in the same area can be 
classed as a unit, they may incorporate a housing association.  
and any person holding a leasehold interest of not less than 
three years may participate but only one occupier may do so 
and, of course, if you own the building or the flat outright 
you are also entitled to participate. Sir,'the Pill is 
designed to facilitate, particularly, the management of the 
common areas of estates and flats especially those held by 
owner occupiers such as in the Woodford Cottage Scheme which 

'is proposed to get off the ground shortly, Shorthorn Estate 
if that should be sold by Government to the tenants and any 
other housing schemes which may come about following Govern-
ment offers to sell flats in various estates and Government 
offers such as the Honourable Minister for• Economic Develop-
ment mentioned this morning at 4 and 6 Lower Castle Road 
which could form an estate of its own. It is an enabling 
Measure, Sir, and subject to the restriction that the housing 
association may not carry on business for profit, the members 
may, in a memorandum establishing an association, specify 
such purposes as they may think fit. The idea is of course 
that the housing association members will have the maximum 
control over the area itself. The Bill.will, subject to the 
management rules adopted by the members, confer on an • 
association specific powers for the administration of common 
areas and for the general benefit of the members including 
powers to maintain common areas in• good repair, to comply. 
with statutory requisitions on behalf of the members and to 
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maintain administration funds. Yore generally, associations 
will have such powers as are reasonably necessary to carry 
their purposes into effect. Although the measure has been 
prepared with Government housing schemes in mind, its 
provision may, of course, apply to any housing scheme and 
private promoters of group hOusing schemes may join in if 
they so wish. The scheme of the Bill contemplates that the 
participation of all the occupiers will be necessary for an 
association to be formed. It is obvious that it is no good 
if you have a block of flats in which there are sixteen 
tenants and two of them wish to stay out, the need is that 
they all take part otherwise it cannot be formed. Conse-.  
quently, provision is made in the Schedule for'a number of 
minimum. management rules which will apply in every case. 
These are intended to ensure that there is provision for 
management of an association, that regular meetinga of asso-, 
ciations are held, that members Will each have an eoual vote' 
and that members are kept informed of the progress of the 
affairs of the association. and of its Committee of yanagement. 
In the Bill itself provision is also made for the keeping of. 
proper accounts and approved auditing. Regulations may also 
be made by the Governor, on advice, concerning the management 
of funds. The'Bill itself also contains provisions to enable 
majority and minority groups pf. members to seek relief frOm the 
Supreme Court: This is considered necessary in the interest of 
efficacy and of equity. There are substantive provisions.in 
the Bill. It also provides for a registrar of- housing 
associations. Wh  o is likely to be the Surveyor and' Planning 
Secretary and lays down a procedure for registration and 
consequent incorporation for the keeping of a register and 
for the Cancellation - of registration. Sir, it is not- the 
intention of the Government to take the Committee Stage at 
this meeting of the House but at a subsequent meeting. There-
fore, Sir, I commend the,  Bill to the House. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Before I put the Question to the House does any Member wish 
to speak on the general principles.and merits of the Bill? 

BON MAJOR R J Y1,LIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I think in this instance it is imaginative of 
the Government to bring this Bill to. the'House. I think it . 
will induce people to think of vetting together and developing 
projects of a small nature which perhaps the Government have 
not thought yet but which they may come forward seeing that • 
there is a way of being able to protect their position within, . 
say, a block of flats and that there is some kind of legal 
sanction behind whatever it is that they intend to do. I. • 
therefore do welcome the Bill and I am sure that this is 
something that in most societies already exists and it was 
lacking here and now we are going to have it. But I would.  
tell the Minister at the same time, just going slightly off 
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the point and I will not go very far, Yr Speaker, that 
perhaps it might possibly to do something similar for the 
housing estates in Gibraltar there I know in those places 
where there is a Committee although it is really produced 
by the tenants themselves with no legal sanction behind it, 
where it does work very well and I might mention where I 
live, in Penney "louse, where the tenants have really gone 
out of their way and even produced a garden at the back 
sweating very hard in the summer and I think that something 
like this may induce people to look much more after the area 
in which they live. In commending this Bill, Mr Speaker, I 
hope that the exercise produces good results and that 
perhaps it might induce the Minister to look into how they 
could do something similar for the housing estates. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I think the Minister said that this was enabling 
legislation and I take it therefore that, people will not be 
required to form housing associations or to register them. 
I also take. it that the legislation will not in fact cover 
the existing Tenants' Associations and I think it is 
important to realise on the existing Tenants' Association in 
housing estates from my experience of them, that any of the 
associations that had to work within legal reouirements as 
to meetings and so on and producing accounts when it depends 
on voluntary work of people who in many cases are also 
involved in many other organisations because in Gibraltar 
it tends to happen that we get the same people reappearing I 
in almost every conceivable organisation, the thing would' 
never get off the ground and any association like that would 
find itself acting illegally. I think the Tenants' Associa- • 
tions on housing estates have got a loose framework and need 
to be kept like that so I would certainly not support any 
attempt to.make them work within legal requirements. I can 
understand that when one is talking, for example, of people 
setting themselves up to own, as it were, cooperatively a 
hoUsing estate or even if they are individual owners but they 
have to own certain areas collectively, then there has to be 
some legal entity who can be sued and with whom contracts can 
be signed and who can be held responsible and I see the need 
for that and I will support the legislation on that basis 
but I want to make clear that.although I support the concept 
.of home ownership proposed by the Minister for Economic • 
Tlievelopment in allowing private individuals to develop 
properties that have been lying empty and derelict for very 
many years and are likely to remain like that for many years ' 
because of shortage of public funds, I do not support the • 
concept of home ownership by selling existing Government. 
houses at huge discounts and consequently any support.that I 
give this Bill should not be construed as support for the ' 
sale of Council houses. . 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I think the question unless there is ownership involved 
does not arise and I think - the work that is being done now 
by the tenants associations is a very good work and should 
be encouraged but I think this may also bring about the need 
to consider legislation to protect tenants of private flats 
which are collective areas where there are difficulties 
about charges made and. so  on. I think we will have to look 
at that, too. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Does the Minister wish to reply? 

EON M. K FEATHERSTONE: 

I am very grateful, Sir, for the kind words of the Honourable 
Major Peliza. As the Honourable Chief Minister has said, the 
question of Government Housing Estates is not covered by this 
Bill, this is purely for private estates, but we do take 
the poiht and my department does work very closely with 
Tenants' Associations and I shall do my utmost so that that 
work can continue. As I have said, the situation here does• 
not apply to Government Estates so I think the Honourable 
Mr Bossano will not need to worry about it. 

Mr Speaker, then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Bill was read a second time. 

HON M K FEAThRSTONE: 

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third 
Reading of the Bill will be taken at. a subsequent meeting or 
the House. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

HON M IC FEATHERSTONE:.  

Sir, I have the honour to move the suspension of Standing 
Orders Nos. 29 and 30 in respect of the Public.Health 
(Amendment) (No.4) Ordinance, 1981. 

Mr Speaker put the question which wag resolVed in the 
affirmative and Standing Orders Nos. 29 and 30 were 
accordingly suspended. 

THE PUBLIC HEALTH (1.1..MTMENT) (N0.4) ORDINANCE, 1981  

EON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an Ordinance . 
to further amend the Public Health Ordinance (Chapter 131) 
be read a first tine. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Bill was read a first .time. 

SECOND READING. 

EON M IC FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be read a second 
time.. Sir, rainfall from the 1st January to the end of 
November this year has totalled epProximately 18,000 tons. 
This compares very unfavourably with the same period last 
year when some 59,000 tons were collected. In spite of this . 
59,000 tons, last year's rainfall was much lower than .average 
and this is reflected in the low yield from the wells during 
this year. The amount actually produced was lower than for 
the same period last year by some 22,000 tons. The cumulative 
effect of these shortfalls coupled with a small increase in 
consumption, and consumption is increasing at about to 4% 
per annum, means that by the end of November our stocks of 
water in the resevoirs had fallen to a critical level of some 
'6 million gallons.' It might be pertinent to comment. that the• 
absolute minimum is some four million gallons but when stocks 
fall to this level it is almost impossible to work the 
resevoirs Satisfactorily owing' to pupping. difficulties 'and 
the water quality could not be maintained. When the stocks 
this year, Sir, had dropped to six million gallons, the 
position Was that we had to rely on two distillers and . a .  
reduced rate of importation from Morocco where there was 'some: 
restrictions on the quantity of water which could be given 
to our tankers. Any breakdown in any one of the distillerS 
would have meant a most serious situation and irrespective 
of.the possibility of a breakdown, the distiller situation 
was such that they were nearing the time when they would 
have to shut dorm for overhaul. Indeed, the North Face 
distiller, which has worked continuously for the last ten 
months, should have been shut down for overhaul some weeks 
ago and great credit is due to the PIZ engineers and 
distiller plant workers that the two plants have been able 
to be kept working reasonably satisfactorily.. Government 
was therefore faced with - a situation that either drastic 
water rationing would have to be implemented, this being 
done by cutting of supplies and fitting stand pipes at 
various points from which buckets of water could have been 
collected or td import water from the United Kingdom by 
tanker.. The possibility of rationing could not be counte—

.nanced and a decision was taken. to import some four and a 
half million gallons or 20,000 tons by tanker from the United 
Kingdom. The cast of this water will come to approximately . 
£190,000 and when sold under the normal Methods of supply. 
will only produce about £59,000,  leaving a shortfall of. N • 

£131,000. This' shortfall could be covered .by increasing ' 
the already considerable subsidy to water in the account or 
by a surcharge on all water used for a period of time until 
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the shortfall were covered. The Government -has decided to 
adopt the latter course and therefore.this Bill seeks. to • 
pet a surcharge to be known as TWA, or Imported Water 
Allowance, on all water consumed over the next four months. 
The surcharge will be at a flat rate of 7 pence per unit 

- of 100 litres irrespective of the current price pf the 
water surplied which reans that if you are using water at 
13 pence per 100 litres, then you will pay 20 pence per 
100 litres. If you are using as an industrial user water 
at /40 pence per 100 litre, then you will pay L7 pence. It 
has been calculated that if the surcharge is applied for 
ttheibOnths of January, February, March and April next year, 
this will bring in sufficient money to cover the shortfall. 
To the average domestic consumer the increase per month will 
range between £1.70 and £2.50 per month. This is not consi-
dered to be too heavy a price to pay for a continued supply 
of water during •this critical. period rather than suffer, as' 
some of our neighbours have done, the vicissitudes of 
intense water rationing. I commend the Bill to the House. 

• 
YR SPEAKER: 

Before I put the ouestion to the House does any Honourable 
Member wish to speak on the general principles or merits 
of the Bill? 

HON p  J ISOLA: 

Speaker, we - are opposed to the principle of the Bill. 
We arreeeenti-Vely- that the Government should do everything 
it can to' keen 's continuous water-:supply to - the population 
but we dOn't like the introduction of this water adjustment 
charge, it - haa unhappy memories of the fuel -adjustment . 
charge which we have in relation. to electricity. It is not 
for us to judge whether the shortfall should be subsidised 
from the Water Fund or not'but.I think that what4e•ought 
to consider, the PudEet is in March or Aprili.and the 
Government will then have to look at their total water bill 
and decide what should be done in the circumstance's. We 
don't agree that the shortfall of the tanker should be made 
up immediately because, after all, we• may get some rain next 
year, the situation could change quite a lot and there is no 
reason in our view why people should be penalised for using 
the water that they are entitled to. use if the supply is. 
there. We'don't like the introduction of the principle of. .. 
this adjustment charge because we know that.this wonit be 
the first time it is done, it will take a permanent state 
although this Bill - doesn't allow it because it is only for 
January, February, March and April, but if we agree to the . 
principle we will get a situation where Water, like eletri-• 
city, is made subject to this adjustment formula. We don't 
like it, we think that it is the obligation of the Govern-
ment to provide water at the most reasonable charge it can 
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provide it and taking account of the whole cost of production 
end not just go to a particular area of production, for 
example, a tanker, to justify an increase. I:think we must 
look at the picture at the end of'the financial year and 
decide what has to be done. We don't -like the introduction 
of the adjustment formula. The principle of the Bill is 
Whet we are opposed to. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Yr Speaker, I will be opposing the charges proposed by the . 
Government. It seems to me that-in - this. partiOular instance, 
what the Government is saying is that the water that is 
being imported is going to be met, the whole cost is going 
to be met by the consumer, there is not going to be any 
subsidy because the Minister has seid that if that water was 
sold at the'normal price •of water, it%Would- effectively be ' 
sold at a loss of £131,000 over the cost price and that the 
introduction of a levy for a period of four.  months will, in 
fact, re-coup that loss and consequently I imagine the 
Government expects to finish the account on the same basis 
as'it Would have done had it not:had to impofq the water, 
that.  is, the cost of the tanker will come entirely out of 
the consumers of the water. The only thing is, of course, 
that people are going to .be charged not on the marglnal 

.increase inethe water which is the water being brought in,. 
but on the whole of the water they are consuming, including 
the water that they may be getting .from the pubp in their; 
underground tank, and as far.. as I am concerned I think if 
we have got a shortage of water and .we-have got:noewey pf - 
overcoming the situation otherethan_imoorting„ - then I would 
agree- with the-Government that the right - thing to do is to 
import rather than introduce- drastic'rationing but.  :1 .can see 
no justificatipn of saying that the consumption over the next 
four months has got to be made to pay for-the bill for the 
tanker..-1 do-not support it. , 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Speaker, a small contribution. It seems to me from 
questions arid answers and informatiOn we have been soliciting 
for quite a few months now, that even if we had had the-
average rainfall that.we might have expected throughout this 
last year, we would still have been short of the requirements 
of 'fresh water in Gibraltar, both in wells and in rainfall. 
This is why in a supplementary, I asked the question of 
whether Government intended having another desilination plant 
•or another distiller in its Development Programme. It seems 
to me, therefore, Mr Speaker, even more•  important now that 
this should be effected because I can see a situation where 
come three or four months'time from now we might find our-' 
selves.in.a similansituation" yet again. On that basis, if 
the Government has not already given.  the great priority to 
this desilination plant, I think it should reconsider the 
priority it should give to it and place it really high on the 
list. 
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BON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Sir, I regret to say that since the dissolution of the City 
Council, the powers that I was reputed to have in producing 
rain when there was a shortage have dismally disappeared and 
I have never been able to catch up on it since then. - It-
seems to me that we are very lucky in Gibraltar-in spite of 
everything that we have been able to ensure a continuous 
sup7Ily of water for many, many years. It has been at a cost 
and in respect of consumers it has always been a subsidised 
one, and rightly so, and developing the theory propounded 
by the Honourable Mr Bossano that because we have to be self 
sufficient the general body of tax payers must. pay for the 
benefit and that we are doing. The Minister said this 
morning something which I thought was very. helpful in reply,. 
to the Honourable Mr Scott about the consumptionithat the 
call for economy of water had had an effect. I think that 
if this temporary increase has the further effect of making 
people much more conscious, then we will have achieved sone-•  
thing apart from re-couping the money that we are paying for 
this particular one. We know we are selling water to the 
consumer at a heavily subsidised rate, this is just. to 
recoup this special thing and to highlight what is here ' 
fortunately not felt but which anybody who watches television 
on the other channel will know that.for eighteen months there 
has scarecly been any rain and Z do not agree'with the. 
Honourable Mr Scott that had we had average rainfall we would 
be in the same position. Of course we wouldn't because not. 
only would we have had the water in the catchments but the • 
point is that with average rainfall the wells yield consi-
derably more than with the dry period that we have had. When 
we tax the wells too much, as was done during the war, we 
nearly killed them. This we found in 1945, when we entered 
the Council during the war year, the wells had really been 
sucked out of water and the water that was being delivered, 
then was very, very hard until gradually the wells were 
nursed again. This is, perhaps, the only benefit that we 
can get from the rains in Spain that goes into our pumps and 
into our wells. This Bill is just a temporary measure which 
we feel will highlight the situation which same people take 
too much for granted, that we ensure a continuous' supply of 
water even where in other places they have great difficulties 
in maintaining even a ration which to us unfortunately would.  
require considerably more expense because-rationing water and 
cutting water at certain times brings about a considerable • 
amount of waste because of the rust in the pipes and we would 
have to have special machinery to do so. 

YR SPEAKER: 

T will call on the Minister then to reply. 

HON M X FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, with regard to the. point raised by the Honourable Yr . 
Isola, I think that he hasn't quite understood the principle: 
The principle is, of course, that the small user will pay a 
small surcharge and the large user will pay a high surcharge. 
If you have got two people, both earning the same salary and 
both paying the same Income Tax and you were to out all this • 
extra cost into the water deficit where it would have to be 
paid eventually out of the Consolidated :Fund, then you would 
have one of those two people, who are both on the same 
economic footing, subsidising the other and this would be 
unfair. I think that the principle we have evinced is a 
reasonable principle. As far as Mr Bossano's point is' 
concerned, the domestic consumer who in the main uses less 
than four thousand five hundred litres per month, will be 
paying at the rate of 13p plus the I7iA of.7p which is 20p, 
he will still be getting subsidised water over the marginal 
rate, subsidised to the tune of something between 50% to • 
3315. I think, once again, it is not really unfair that 
they should pay'this extra for this special supply that we 
have to bring in. I take the Honourable 1'r Scott's point - 
about the distillers, we have a new distiller scheduled, the 
tender should be coming out within the next four to eight 
weeks and as I have already said, we are going to ask for 
some money in this session of the House to get on with some 
of the civil works that are necessary. We are very aware 
that the need for more distillers is.very urgent. As I have 
said, the consumption of water is steadily rising and, of ! 
course, we cannot put all our faith into importation from 
reasonably short distance sources end naturally we don't 
want to put very much need into importation of water from 
the United Kingdom from where it is very.  expensive. I think 
that the Honourable Chief Ministr has said the Honourable. 
Yr Scott is somewhat wrong in his' calculations: If we had 
had a normal year of rainfall and a normal amount of water 
from the wells, we would have been some 2 to 3 million 
gallons better off and, of course, the situation would not 
have arisen that we were so critically low in stocks. I 
commend the Bill, Sir. 

Mr Sneaker then put the question and on a 
the following Honourable Members voted in 

The Hon A JCanepa 
The Hon Y X Featherstone 
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan 
The Hon J B Perez 
The Bon Dr R G Valarino 
The Hon H J. Zammitt 
The Hon D Hull . 
The Hon R J Wallace 

vote being taken 
favour: . 
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The following Honourable Members voted against: 

The Hon J Bossano 
The Mon P J Isola 
The Hon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major R J•Peliza 
The Hon G T Restano 
.The Hon W T Scott 

The following Honourable Members were absent from the Chamber: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon Yajor F•3 Dellipiani 
The Hon A J Haynes 

The Bill was read a second time. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third, 
Reading of the Bill be taken at a later stage in the meeting. 

This was agreed to, 

7HE CITY FIFE BRIGADE AND FIRE SERVICES (AMENDMENT): 
ORDI:;ArCE. 1981  

HON DR-R G VALARINO: 

I have the honourtomove that a Bill for an Ordinance to 
amend the City•Fire and Fire Services Ordinance 1976 (No.19 
of 1976) be read a' first time. 

Mr Speaker then put the ouestion which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Bill was read a first time. 

SECOND READING. 

EON DR R G-VAIARINO: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be read a second 
time. As explained in the explanatory memorandum, this Bill' 
seeks to amend the City Fire Brigade and City Fire Services 
Ordinance (No.19 of 1976). Clause 2 amends Section 3 of'the 
principal Ordinance which, incidentally, defines areas' in' • 
which the City Fire Brigade is responsible for fire preven—
tion and control and it indicates it so as to include the 
aumilliary Camber and.those parts of the Rock and the North 
Mole that are now not'held or occupied by the Ministry of 
Defence. In fact, this Ordinance has-been so drafted so ' 
that any future MOD land coming over to the Gibraltar 
Government is automatically included in the Schedule and we' 
do not have to come back to the House to'cover any handing 
over. Clause 3 amends Section 30 of.the Principal Ordinance 
and, in fact, bas three subsections. CO for the making of 
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regulations for the certifying for fire safety purposes of 
Premises or classes of premises to which the public have 
access in which people are employed and, in fact, covers 
all public premises and premises where. people are employed. 
Basically, this is a step up in the fire precaution regula—
tions and is a desirable object as we want to bring all 
standing regulations as far as UK standarda are concerned. 
The other thing about this Bill is that it also provides for • 
the Governor to make regulations and designate, thereby . 
preventing any further comeback to the House. Section B, 
requires fire extinguishers and fire fighting equipment to 
be provided and maintained in premises: Not only does it 
do that but it requires any landlord, or owner occupier, 
to provide these fire extinguishers and fire fighting 
equipment in'their own homes, it also allows the Governor 
to make regulations and thereby avoiding cumbersome and 
separate legislation. Subclause C, is•reallyaanprovision 
for penalties and these penalties are set out, as you can . 
see, in that paragraph. This is the initial move in order 
to bring fire prevention regulations Up to a very acceptable 
level and, as I said before, at-par with the United Kingdom 
and forMs part of a package deal in which we started off 
with the public sector in providing fire extinguishers, which 
was. extremely successful, and now we are getting to the field 
of the private individuals and'shops and nremises. -I think 
this is something.  worthwhile, something which must be 
considered and in the context of Gibraltar being so small 
and et times being so difficult to get to in case of an 
emergency'or a firep•I strongly commend this_Bill.to- the House. 

ER SPEAKER: 

Before I put •thequettion to the House does-any Honourable 
Member•wish. to speak on the general principles and merits 
of the Bill. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I had misgivings when I first saw this Bill and 
having listened to the Miniser propounding on it has made: 
me even more'worried about some sections of this'Bill, 
particularly subclause'2, empowering the Governor to make 
regulations and, in fact, compelling owners or occupiers 
of premises to have fire fighting equipment in their 
premises, What I don't like about this is that it should 
be by law. - Of course I think it -is a good thing to have 
fire fighting equipment in as many premises as possible but 
I think this should be done more by encouragement than by 
legislatiOn. Another matter contained- in the'proposed 
regulations under Subparagraph 3, is the providing. of 
applications for certificates. I would like to know, and'. 
I would like the Minister when he replies, to say who is 
going to pay for this. Are all the owners of Premises 
going. to pay this, what are those charges going to be? 
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Then, again,.prescribing the manner in which the extingui-
ehers and equipeent specified are to be kept in premises or 
classes of premises.' That, in practice, is going to happen, 
Mr Speaker? Is, in fact, the Fire Brigade going to go to 
premises end say where all the equipment should be placed, 
and is that service to be given free of charge? Then . 
subclsuse Go - which reLeelates the sale, supply, installation, 
repair, maintenance and inspection of the fire service and 
fire fighting equipment. We do not like the principle of. 
one department being able to impose on individuals what sort 
of machinery, whet sort of equipment they should be purcha-
sing or installing. I think that goes against the principles 
of free trade, I think it could well be a Government 
incursion into the private sector. So, Yr Speaker, subject 
to getting some explanations, some further explanations from 
the Minister on those points that I have raised, we certainly 
could not go along with subparagraph 2 of this Bill. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I find it difficult, Mr Speaker, how one can go along with 
legislation that provides up to six months imprisonment as 
a punishment for somebody that refuses to have a fire 
extinguisher in his house. Unless .1 have read the law 
wrong, that is implied. If. one can make regulations 
requiring occupiers of premises to have and to maintain in 
effective working conditions fire extinguishers and then 
there is under Sub Clause.H, it says that contravention or 
failure to comply'with any regulation made under the sub-
section shell be a criminal offence end provides for 
penalties not exceeding a fine of £50 or imprisonment of 
six months. It sounds somewhat grotesque to suggest that 
this is going to haepen in fact but; in fact, this is what 
the legislation enables the law to provide for, it enables 
for a law saying that if your fire 'extinguisher isn't 
working in your house they can lock you up for six months. 
I can't say that I share the optimism of the Minister as to 
the effectiveness of the distribution of fire extinguishers 
that we have had to far. I know that they have been distri-' 
buted but I am not quite sure whether anybody knows what use 
they are being put to and precisely where they are, or how 
accesible they are in a case of fire. I know personally 
that a lot of people have still.not got the fire extinguisher 
out of the box in which it was delivered and are not quite. • 
sure what is in the box until occasionally they come across 
it and open it and look inside. As a- means of ensuring 
effective fire protection I don't know how good that will 
be but I think one will find that generally speaking it is 
the people who are less capable of organising their own 
lives and their own affairs and when we.have had fires in • 
Gibraltar' occasionally it has been not infrequently through 
neglect of basic safety requirements like not leaving things 
turned on or not leaving lighted cigarettes lying around and 
this sort of thing and I think that there is a correlation  

between accidental fires of this nature and the reliability 
that one can place, on people who are perhaps not very well 
equipped to handle their own affairs actually getting round 
to finding the fire extinguisher and knowing what to do with 
it rather than running Out into the street screaming for 
help from the neighbours. I think it is perfectly legitimate 
for the Government tc say: "Well, we think that there is a 
fire risk in Gibraltar, that because Gibraltar is very small 
and very crowded we need to limit prople's freedom and we • 
need to have a law that requires everybody to have a fire 
extinguisher ready and available in their house and well 
maintained". However, I don't think the history of fires 
in Gibraltar indicates that we are running this enormous 
risk. If it were the case and if the social good requires 
it, then I am certainly prepared to defeed'as a political 
decision that the limitation of the freedom of the individual 
can be justified for the good of the community and it is a 
philosophy that I do not shrink from defending, but I am not.  
satisfied that the case has been made here. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, I would like to speak to the manner in which the 
controls because that is what we are talking about, controls 
or potential controls, is presented in this Bill. The 
question of whether or not there should be compulsory control 
in relation to the fire' hazards I think is very much a matter 
of policy, if that is the right word, or technical policy if, 
you like. The way in which that is carried into effect in 
this Bill is of course to enable regulations to be made if 
the Government chosen to do so. The first point that I 
would like to make is that when these proposals originally • 
came up, there was a suggestion that they should be by way . 
of an Ordinance as such but I don't think that is really 
the best approach and I advised against that approach 
because we already have a principal Ordinance, the one which 
it is proposing to amend which already deals with the general 
matter of fire control and fire precautions and I think these 
are properly matters of detail to be subsumed under that head. 
I think whether or not fire control provisions are going to 
be compulsory is really a matter, if you like, of technical 
policy but one point that does occur to me is that I should• 
explain why they have been done by way of regulations but 
-if there were any feeling on the Government side and in the 
House that these powers are wide powers, well, of course, 
it would be a relatively easy matter to have a subclause in 
the Bill saying that the regulations must be laid on the 
table of the House. If I can speak to three particular 
points. One of the Honourable Members referred to paragraph 
(g), the .new paragraph (g), that is to be included in the. 
regulation making powers in Section 30 of the Bill, I would 
simply say that what we have done here is to redraft the 
whole of a section which already exists and that particular 
provision as already.  established in the Bill. The Honourable ' 
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rember will see if he looks at Section 30 that there is 
already a paragraph (f) which deals with that point and 
this is not a new principle in this amending Bill. If I 
can turn also to the question of offences. Because it is 
a general enabling proposal, I think that as a matter of 
practice one normally provides in general terms for offences. 
Of course, the regulations that are made, those of them which 
are offences would have a varying degree of gravity according 
to the nature of them. It is not usual practice in conferring 
regulation making powers to break up into detail in the 
enabling rowers themselves the different levels of penalties 
that can be provided, that is normally dealt with when you 
come to make the actual regulations. There is also a 
recognised convention, I think, in spelling out criminal 
penalties which is this, that if you put the fine first and. 
then the term of imprisonment 'subsequently, the courts will, 
in general, internret that to mean that normally the matter 
should be capable of being dealt with by way of a fine but 
there may be some cases in which imprisonment is warranted 
and I think that leaves this question; can there be any 
case in'which imprisonment is warranted in regulations 
which might be made under this section? Perhaps, normally 
not, but I think if we are dealing with premises to which 
the public at large have access and premises in which 
emnloyees routinely work.and after'all they are two of the 
classes of premises to which regulations can'be made, and 
if you have a big enough situation then, even if infrequentlya• 
there may very well be cases when the gravity of the offence 
is such that a six month's penalty would not be excessive. . 

HON A T IODDO: 

Mr ,Speaker, I would just like to ask a question on clarifi—
cation. T/het type of fire equipment did the Minister have 
in mind? Is it the same type that Government has installed 
in its estates because, I can think immediately of four 
different types of fire fighting appliances and I don't think 
it would be practical to have the four in one's house. Each 
one used for a different type of fire. I can think of foam, 
water carbon dioxide and powder. If the Government installed 
one type of appliance in its estates, one would expect that 
the most that could be •required-from the private individual 
would be a similar appliance, whether he bought it from one. 
manufacturer or another, it would be entirely un to him.• 
think it might be cumbersome to expect any private person to 
be lumbered with, say, three different bits of equipment for 
three possible types of fires in his premises. 

HON P J ISOLA:. 

Yr Speaker, I fully sympathise with everything that has been 
said on this side of the House. As I understand it and 
perhaps the Minister will be able to confirm it, in England 
they are now going back to the theory, and to the thought  

and advising people where fire fighting is concerned, people 
who live in houses or in the case of business premisea, that 
if there is a fire they close doors, get out and call the 
Fire Brigade. straightaway. Because if people start handling 
extinguishers that they don't know much about or they have 
forgotten hon.to do it, and its been there, they have never 
had a fire for years, they ere likely to be suffocated and 
damage is likely to be done to them by trying to fight the 
fire. I think that is a very' important point of principle 
that we have to know before the Minister launches the•whole 
of Gibraltar into a very, very expensive exercise, which is 
the Second part of my question;'• • can Gibraltar afford this 
sort of legislation and this sort of compulsion on people 
in houses and in tenancies and in businesses to. have fire • 
fighting equipment and fire extinguishers all over Gibraltar. 
The Minister says that it• has been done in the public sector 
but that has been done entirely at public 'expense. Has it 
been successful ? Is it true what my Honourable Friend says, 
that in many houses the fire extinguishers are still in the 
boxes in which they were delivered? flas the 'Fire Brigade the 

.• capacity to go round to every individual household and tell 
everybody how to use these fire- extinguishers? Mr Speaker, 
we are being launched here into an exercise, at times of 
crisis in Gibraltar the Minister is launching us into an 
exercise giving extensive power to. the City Fire Brigade, 
when am sure they haven't got the manpower unless they go 
doing this after hours end again'an.extra charge on the 
revenue of the colony through overtime and:so, forth. What 
are we being lead in for, Mr .Speaker? I agree with what 
the.Honourable Mr Bossano has said. Fortunately, mercifully,' 
we don't have a very high fire record in Gibraltar and I 
would say that in most places in Gibraltar the advice that ' 
is given in England would be sound and proper advice to' 
give. Close doors, get out, and call the Fire Brigade. 
Don't start playing around with these fire extinguishers 
which may still be locked up in your case, or which you may 
not know anything about. It is all very well for the 
Minister to talk about the public sector but the public 
sector, apparently, has been an exercise in wasted expenditure 
if there is one single 'household that still has its fire 
• eitinguisher in a box. I recall the reasons why that happened, 
'That happened, I think, as a result of•questions from 
Honourable Members on this side of the House about the hoses 
in the Various blocks, I think it was in Led Sands Road, in 
Humphreys, not having been maintained and being in a terrible 
condition. The Minister came back with a brilliantidea that 

' they were going to throw away all these things and provide an 
. individual fire extinguisher in every tenement in Gibraltar. 

That was an experiment that, apparently, has not succeeded 
whatever.the Minister'may say, judging from whet one hears.' 
It has not succeeded or it may have succeeded but it hasn't 
been puteto the proof. Mr Speaker, I agree with my Honourable 
Friend, Mr Restano, these are very, very wide powers. I think 
it would'be much better to persuade people that it is in their 
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interest not just to buy a fire extinguisher .but it is in 
their interest to call the City'Fire Brigade. For example, 
firms of some size, or hotels, for the Fire Brigade to go 
there and instruct people in the hotels how to deal with 
it and so forth. I would also like to know how many fire 
extinguishers the Minister is going to nut in each office. 
What is it going to be, one per room, is there a norm to 
this? Is it the landlord who is going to be told to buy 
it, or isit the tenant who is going to be told to buy it? 
Is this going to have an effect on rent'if it is going to 
be the landlord? Is the landlord just going to be compelled 
to buy an extinguisher or is that going to be passed on to' 
the tenant, or is it going to be the tenant? We are not 
happy with this Ordinance, Mr Speaker, and certainly' unless 
we have satisfactory answers we will vote against it, . 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, certainly Mr Isola shows the'lack of know- 
ledge that exists as far as he is concerned about fire • 
precautions. Be ought to know that Hotels have got to 
conform with fire safety regulations and, in fact, we have 
had a tremendous number of fires in Gibraltar. If he cares 
to remember, we had a very large fire. at the Rock Hotel 
which fortunately, due to the fire:oreventicn regulations 
at the time, was minimised. We have had fires at the fibre 
glass factory, we have had fires at the Deputy Governor's 
office, we have had fires at the clubs in Bell Lane. In 
fact, we have had. a tremendous number of very large fires 
and in a small place like Gibraltar it is important to be 
able to fight the fires as soon as nossible. In reply to 
Mr Rossano, he said that of the fire fighting equipment 
which we had provided;.half of it was• lying idle. I can tell 
himthat not so long ago, there was a very large fire at • 
Rosia Dale and it was only through the services of the people 
there and in fact they used five fire extinguishers, that a 
'tremendous amount of damage to RoSia Dale was avoided. When 
you consider, in practical terms, the amount of fire fighting 
precautions, compare that to the amount that nowadays it costs 
to build just one house, it is worthwhile to have all the 
fire fighting regulations available as much as possible 
especially in Gibraltar because, unfortunately, roads are 
narrow, there are a lot of steps and it is certainly not 
easy for the Fire Brigade, who are an excellent body, to . 
be able to fight these fires.• Mr Isola well knows that ' 
places that are open to the public have both fire fighting 
equipment as far as doors is concerned to prevent smoke 
which is extremely deadly and the fire fighting equipment 
and if he wishes, I would show him an ordinary extinguisher 
,and show him how simple it is and how easy it is to operate. 
and as a 'first line of defence it is the ideal system that 
can exist in Gibraltar. In fact, we are daily getting 
letters from people in Gibraltar thanking us for these fire 
extinguishers that we have provided in the public sector. 

There was s comment from the Honourable Mr Restano as to 
how much this was going to cost the public. Well, let me 
assure Er Restano that this will be free of charge so that 
no money will be involved in this direction as far as checking 
the fire fighting equipment, re-habilitating that equipment 
and anything else that goes with it. The last two points 
made were why don't we compel the people of Gibraltar by 
encouraging, so that they can have fire fighting equipment. 
I think this is a. useless exercise. You would be able to.  
compel certain factories because. they come under the 
Factories Ordinance, but to compel certain individuals, 
certain households, this is totally impossible and, in fact, 
it is really to some extent rather irresponsible. The last 
item that Mr Loddo brought up was, what type of equipment. 
would be used. Certainly, the type of equipment that would 
be used would be similar to the present one that we are 
using, whatever manufacturer makes it, but it has certainly 
proved over the pest two years to be the best tame of equip-
ment in Gibraltar and we certainly would carry on with this 
specific type of equipment. Thank you, Sir. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, before the Minister sits down could he possibly 
tell us whether it is in fact the case that in England advice 
is being given now, the practice is to tell people when there 
is a fire, to close the door, call the Fire Brigade and get 
out? 

HON DR R G VALARING: 

Mr Speaker, fortunately enough, I have never been involved in 
a fire in the United Kingdom. If Mr Isola has had the unfor-
tunate experience of somebody, I am not going to say planting 
a bomb under'his bed or whatever it is, I certainly do not 
know, but what I certainly know is that the quicker you can 
tackle the fire the better. The main fires in Gibraltar are 
cooking fires and this type of equipment that we suggest is 
ideal for this particular type of occurrence. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Would the Minister give way? 

HON DR R G WEARING: 

Certainly. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

The point is,.Mr Speaker, that even on television in England 
they tell you that if it is a cooker fire you don't use the 
extinguisher. You use a blanket. Doesn't the Minister think 
that he should give instructions to every family in Gibraltar 
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how to tackle a fire before he gives them a fire extinguisher* 
end become Fire Brigades themselves? 

FON DR P G VALARINO: 

Speaker, Sir, the object of using a blanket is because 
the type of extinguisher is water driven and water tends to 
produce a high incidence of fire so therefore the easiest 
way would be to put a blanket over it. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

A wet blanket. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

The type of dry powder extinguishers that we have are the 
best that we can use for any burning oil or burning fat or 
anything of that nature but I was certainly not aware that 
Major Peliza was a cock in his spare time, 

Yr Speaker then put the question and on a vote being taken 
the following Honourable Members voted in favour: 

The Ron A J Canepa 
The Hon K Featherstone' 
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan 
The Hon J B Perez 
The Hon Dr R G Valarino 
The .on H J Zammitt 
The Hon D Bull 
The Hon R G Wallace 

The' following Honourable Members voted against: 

The Hon J Bosseno 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major R J Pehiza 
The Hon 0 T Restano 
The Hon W T Scott 

The following Honourable Members were absent from the Chamber: 

The Hon I Abecasis • . 
The Hon Major F J Dellipianl 
The Hon A J Haynes 

Tle=. Bill was read a second time. 

HON DR R G VALAPINO: 

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stand and Third 
Reading of this Bill will be taken at a subsequent meeting 
of the House. 

THE PUP.LIC FINANCE (CONTROL Ad'?' AUDIT) (AYENDMENT) 
ORDINANCE, 1981. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an Ordinance 
to amend the Public Finance (Control and Audit) Ordinance, 
1977 (No.9 'of 1977) be read a first time, 

Yr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Bill was read a first time. • 

SECOND READING, 

FON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that .the Bill be now read a 
second time. Over the last twelve months, the Treasury, the 
Principal Auditor and the Law Officers, have bed under consi—
deration a review of the machinery of the Public Finance 
(Control and Audit) Ordinance, 1977. Such-reviews of 
machinery of ordinances are a normal feature of. administration. 
However good an ordinance may appear when it is first drafted 
and presented to the House, inevitably, with the passage of 
time and experience, certain lacunae, areas of weakness and 
areas where improvement might be made, appear. The proposed 
amendment to the principal ordinance may be summarised as 
follows: First of all there are a number of minor drafting 
or clerical amendments which are set out in clauses 2, 3., 7, 
9, 18 and 19 of the Bill.- Secondly, the provisions relating 
to the guarantees are reviewed to provide that where the 
Financial and Development Secretary gives'a guarantee under 
Section 9 of the Ordinance, a resolution of the House shall -
first be obtained for that purpose. This, Sir, is an 
important amendment because under the Ordinance as it now 
stands; the Financial and Development Secretary, in writing 
under his own hand, can give a guarantee involving a 
financial liability binding on the Government without first 
informing or seeking the approval of the House of Assembly, 
Now, to my mind, Sir, this procedure is'not fully in. accord 
with the financial pLuorietieS of Parliamentary procedures, 
in other words, the Financial Secretary can commit the 
Government and the House to expenditure without seeking 
its approval. Under the new provisions, a guarantee may 
be given in accordance with the written law as 'at present, 
or a guarantee may be given by the Financial and Development 
Secretary pursuant to a resolution of the House of Assembly. 
There is, however, special provision to enable the Financial 
and-Development Secretary to give -guarantees in respect of 
supply of credit or extended credit agreements without prior, 
resolution on the basis that the agreement aid guarantees 
will subsequently be tabled in the House. This procedure, 
however, may only be used for services for which provision' 
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has already been made in the estimates. In Other words, if .  
there is provision in the estimates for a project and is 
to be financed by supplier finance, the Financial'and 
Development Secretary can Five a guarentee for that supplier 
finance supply but he must table the terms of the. guarantee 
at the next nceting of the house. Clause 8 revises the 
provisions of the Crdinance covering the issue of Development 
Warrants of en expenditure for development projects which are 
urgently required and cannot be deferred without serious .  
detriment to the public interest. Under the existing Section 
30 of the Ordinance, the total of the sums that may be autho-
rised in anticipation of a grant of an appropriation, may not 
exceed £20,000 or the estimated total cost of the development 
project of which the advance is made, whichever is the lesser 
amount. Under the new provisions, new projects for which 
amounts in the estimates already exist, the upper limit is 
increased to £100,000, or the actual total cost. For projects 
for which money has already been voted a limit of £30,000 or 
£10,000 of the estimated total cost for the balance reouired • 
to complete as shown in the estimates, whichever is the ' • 
greater, is provided. The provisions of the principal 
Ordinance relating to the Principal Auditor are also revised. 
The Principal Auditor's primary functions are laid down by 
Section 70 of the Constitution. We are advised that while 
there is nothing legally wrong with conferring by Ordinance 
additional functions, so'iong as these do not impinge on his ' 
constitutional functions, the law officers consider that 
some provisions in the principal ordinance merely repeat 
what is already'in'the Constitution and in some cases are 
inconsistent with them. Furthermore, the law officers advise 
that as a matter of•practice it is undesirable to repeat 
constitutional provisions because apart from being super-
fluous, this can lead to misunderstanding. The opportunity 
has been taken to deal with the matters in this Bill in 
• Clauses li to 17. Certain other minor but substantive 

amendments in the principal ordinance are also made. The 
Pilotage Fund is.added to the list of those funds to which 
advances may be made without the need. to recover such advance 
before the close of the financial year.. The limit-of 
£300,000 on such advances is removed. Sinking Funds for loan 
purposes are declared to be SpeCial Funds. Because of the 
devolution of accounting responsibilities to controlling. 
officers, the Accountant General's Zuty to check payment is 
restated as a duty to take "all reasonable stens" to do so. ' 
These amendments are to be found at Clauses 5, 6 and 10. 
Dr Speaker, Sir, as I said at the outset it is very much an 
administration Dill and I hope one which will improve the 
financial control both of this House, the Government and. the 
Treasury over the expenditure of funds. Sir, I commend the-
Bill to the House. 

Dr Speaker then invited discussion on the general principles 
and merits of the Bill. There being no response Er Speaker 
then put the question_ which was resolved in the affirmative 
and the Bill was read a second time.' 

141 .  

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMErT SECFETARY: 

Sir, I beg to give notice thatthe Committee Stage end Third 
Reading of the Pill be taken at a subsequent meeting of the 
House. 

THE SUPPLEYENTARY A:PROPRIATION (1981/82)(1.0.3) OPJ)IEADCE, 1981. . 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Fill for an Ordinance 
to appropriate further sums of money to the service of the 
year ending with the 31st day of Uarch, 1982, be read a first ' 
time. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirMative and the Bill was read a first time. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPEENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Pill be now read .a 
Second Time. The Pill seeks to appropriate in accordance 
with Section 65(3) of the Constitution, a further sum of 
£256,211 out of the Consolidated Fund. The purpose for 
which this sum is required are set out in Part I of the 
Schedule to the Bill and detailed in the Consolidated Fund 
Schedule of Supplementary Estimates No.3 of 1981/82, which 
I tabled at the commencement of this meeting. The Bill also' 
seeks to appropriate, in accordance with Section 27 of the 
Public Finance (Control and Audit) Ordinance, the sum of . 
£193,821 from the Improvement and Development Fund. The 
purposes for which this amount is required are set out in 
Part II of the Schedule to the Bill and are detailed in the 
Improvement and Development Fund Schedule of Supplementary 
Estimates No".3 of 1981/82 which I tabled at the commencement 
of this meeting. Sir, I would draw the attention of the 
House to two points only in the expenditure items. First 
8190,000 of the funds required out of the Consolidated Fund 
are to meet the cost of importing 20,000 tons of water from 
the United Kingdom. Secondly, .-C-128,621 of the total amount 
sought'under the Improvement and Development Fund is required 
for work at the Airport Terminal, £43,734 is s revote of 
money which was not'spent in 1980/81 and L8/4,887 has been 
brought forward from 1982/83. because work at the Airport 
Terminal is proceeding faster than projected. Sir, I would 
like to give notice at this stage of .the Bill of the . 
Government's intention to move an amendment at Committee 
Stage to increase the Provisions required from the Improvement 
and Development FUnd.by £60,000. •This will be under Eead,106, 
Potable Water.Service. These funds are required to extend' 
the reclamation adjacent to No.5 Jetty to site a new 
desalination plant. Mr Speaker, Sir I commend the Bin. to 
the House. 
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Sir, I have the honour to move that this House should resolve 
itself into to consider the following Bills clause 
by clause: The House of Assembly (Eligibility of Public 
Officers) Bill, 1981; the Revised Edition of the Laws Bill, 
1981; the Public Health (Amendment)(No.4) Bill, 1981 and 
the Supplementary Appropriation (1981/82)(No.3) Bill, 1981. 

THE -HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (ELIGIBILITY OF PUBLIC OFFICERS) BILL,1981 

Clauses 1 to 6 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

The First Schedule was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

HON P J TSOLA: 

I beg to move that Clause 1 B of the Second Schedule, be athended 
by the addition of a new sub-paragraph as follows: "(XXVI) 
Unqualified, Qualified or Graduate Teacher (other than Head 
Teacher or Deputy Head Teadher)". • 

bR SPEAKM: 

Do Members wish the amendment to be circulated or.are they • 
clear on the matter? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER. 

No, we know what it is. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, at the Second Reading of this Bill we had a 
lengthy -debate, as we did on my own Private Members' Bill .' 
on eligibility, and the argument has eventually boiled down 
to whether the Government are for or against the teachers. 
I think that since the Second Reading, I don't know whether  

the Teachers have had talks with the Government or not but 
it is quite Clear now, whatever doubts there may have been 
at previous meetings when we have argued about this point, 
there is no doubt now that the Gibraltar Teachers' Aesocie-
tion considers that to leave them out •is - en act of discri-. 
mination of the Government against them. That is, I suppose, 
the only new element in the argument that ee now have the 
official union representing the teachers saying that this is 
sn act of discrimination because-the Government will not allow . 
a teacher to stand and then be allowed to resign after elected 
although they are allowing a whole lot of other people- to do 

'so. Yr Speaker, I am not going to repeat all the arguments 
as to why teachers should be included in the Second Schedule. 
I think they must be very clear now in the minds of everybody. 
Basically, the principle is that the teacher is a valuable 
member of our community, is a highly qualified person and we 
should not deprive the people of Gibraltar of the opportunity . 
of having teachers represented in this House. The record of 
teachers in this House has been very good, or ex-teachers; if 
I may put it that way, and in 1981 it is unfair and unjust on 
the part of the Government to expect a teacher to have to 
resign his job and take the risk of standing end not to give 
him the facility which it is now prepared in principle to 

.give to a whole lot of other people of being able to stand 
for election and then if he is elected•he resigns. • No one 
is suggesting that he stays in. The Government has voted 
consistently against this reasoning and they'have not given 
good or•sound reasons, it has been a purely party political 
matter. The Government is determined as a party policy to 
prevent teachers from being able to stand for election. That -
is what. has come out from the arguments we have had from time 
to time in this House on this issue. They just will not - - 
listen to reason bn this, they have decided; "It is not a 
good thing to have teachers standing for election, this • 
could be dangerous for us politically". And what we are 
saying is,.Gibraltar needs a good cross-section of the ' 
people to be represented in this House and teachers have an 
important contribution to make to the political life of 
Gibraltar and we think it is basically wrong for Government 
to expect them to make sacrifices which they would probably 
not make themselves today if faced with them, so as to 
prevent them from standing for election. Mr Speaker, I 
commend the amendment to the House. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the 
Honourable P j Isola's amendment. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, I confirathat the Teachers' Association have 
• made, representations on two matters. First of all, on their 
right, to be eligible for election without resigning and then • 
on the way on which we should re-engage then. 'We'have seen 
our way to meeting their request with regard to re-engagement 

rr Speaker then invited discussions on the general principles 
and merits of the Bill. There being no response rr Speaker 
then put the question which was resolved in the affirmative 
and the Bill was read a second time. 

HON F-INArCIAL AND DEVTI. ,OPY.F.leiT SECRETARY: 

Sir, I'beg to give notice at the Committee Stage and Third 
Reading of the Bill be taken at a later stage in the meeting. 

This Was agreed to. 

cm.cyITTEE STAGE 

HON ATTO.RNEYeGE7.,7ERAL: 
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after doing four or eight yeers but we have not seen our way 
to meet the point of putting them on the Schedule as proposed 
in the Bill. The matter is a pblitical one, but not for the 
purpose or the reasons stated by the Leader of the Opposition 
that we want to keep away people: We might have, equally, 
teechers at the next election who mould aspire to become 
members of the party and candidates. The Principle is a 
political one but a different one. I have explained it here 
and I have been explaining it many years, it is a traditional 
attitude of the AACR that they feel that this is not an area 
where there should be any special reason why they should be 
allowed whilst being in employment to have leave of absence 
to stand for election. Any teacher worth his salt who wants 
to go into politics can well afford to resign and then the 
conditians of 're-instatement if not elected are likely to be 
very similar unless of course they have special posts. It is 
a political objection, but not for the reasons mentioned. In 
fact, we had objected long before my Honourable colleague here 
was a member of the AACR and we have always maintained a view 
which I think has already been explained far too many times to 
take time here now to discussing the merits because it is one' 
of those which traditionally two sections of the community can 
have a different view foi,  goad reasons both of them but which 
they just don't match. 

HON MAJOR R J FELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, I think the Government seems to have been in the 
past, anyway, because me haven't heard any new argument 
today, basing its objections on the premise that a teacher, 
although he cannot influence Government policy, he could 
influence the children in the class. Then the other argument 
was that we were very keen on teachers because we had a 
particular person that was a candidate and we want him to 
stand. If I may take the second one first, Mr Speaker, that 
is absolutely absurd. We have been fighting this battle long 
before now and therefore this has nothing to do with any 
particular candidate. I thought in that respect it was 
rather bad debating on the part of the Government to mention 
names, I think.we ought to try and avoid becoming personal, 

YR SPEAKER: . . 

That was another meeting. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Anyway, the other reason, which is the most important one, 
is that a teacher if he does ask for leave to stand for 
election, then simply by doing that he is going to change 
his personality and now, because he has done that, he is 
going to start influencing people.- Surely, Mr Speaker, a 
'person who identifies himself publicly with a particular 
political party is therefore in a much more difficult. , 

situation to try and influence the classes that he is 
teaching and people around him at school because he can be 
inmediately identified with a political party and, therefore, 
rr Speaker, he is going to be very, very careful precisely 
not to do that. It is the other type who does not identify 
himself with a political party and may be working for a 
political pa=rt;; ,'clandestinely, who can influence the class 
'ane is much more likely to influence the classes because he 
cannot be -identified with any political party. Every teacher, 
if he is an educationalist, has certain ideologies and in that' 
respect nothing is going to stop him influencing right through 
whatever he may be teaching, whether it is mathematics, or 
whether it is geography, or whether it is history, or whether 
it is English, of his personality not reflecting his own 
particular ideas, and that is almost impossible to repress, 
Mr Speaker. The only thing is that the person who is iden-
tified with a political party becomes more conscious if we 
accept that he is becoming a politician professionally and 
when you are professional in anything I think then you go 
by certain conventions. The same happens to lawyers, rr 
Speaker, it happens to doctors. We all know, that once you 
acquire a profession of a kind you have a certain convention 
within you, the way you have been brought up, professionally 
so that you do know your lines of demarcation beyond which you. 
will not go. In my view, Mr Speaker, if that is the only 
reason the Government are doing it worse by stopping the 
teachers from being able to stand for election. What is the. 
difference of what the Chief Minister has said now and giving 
them the right to stand for election and then to re-engage, , • 
none whatsoever. He has almost given an undertaking in this 
House, if one can assume that this is an undertaking,, and I 
suppose it is because he told the teachers themselves, he • 
told the Teachers Association, that he could see no problem 
in re-engagement. If I am wrong in what I am saying, perhaps 
the Chief Minister should correct me. 

EON CHIEF MINISTER: 

There are two points that -I should make blear. What we have 
undertgken formally is re-engagement on the terms on• which 
they have asked for, after serving. What I haVe said is 
that it is not likely, having regard to the state of the 
profession and the time .that is required particularly if 
the election is in the summer, it would hardly be difficult 
for then', to obtain their job back. That is a different thing 
to the undertaking that I have given accepting their proposal 
on re-engagement after service, they are two different things. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIKA.: 

I am a bit confused, I don't quite understand, -As I see it, 
Mr Speaker, you have a teacher who stands for election. If 
he is not elected, obviously he resigns because there is no 
other way he can stand for election. Be resigns and if he 
is not elected he will be re-engaged. That is what I under-
stood.. 
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BON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Me is likely to be re-engaged. 

BON MAJOR R J TELIZA: 

Me is likely to be re-engaged. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

The other one is that if he is elected and does a tern or 
two and then resigns, he will be accepted, provided there 
is a vacancy, or course, at the stage at which they have 
asked for, they'would be re-employed at Scale 1. 

HON MAJOR H J PELIZA: 

Well, Yr Speaker, I still dot understand what is the great 
difference between allowing this in en obviously proper 
manner, as it should be, the same as all the other civil 
servants who will be eligible to stand for election will get 
it and this particular difference to this particular set of 
civil servants to which obviously there cannot be any objec-
tion,.absolutely no real objection to their standing for 
election to the extent'the Chief Minister has said we will 
re-engage' them if it is possible. I can't understand that. 
Obviously Mr Speaker,'it is no good carrying on because I 
doubt whether I am making any impression at all on the 
Government but I am glad to see that there is now, I think, 
hope for those in the profession who if they really feel very 
strongly for politics they need not feel that everything will 
be lost for them and'their family if they stand for election. 
In that respect, I welcome the change. 

HON J BOSSAVO: 

Mr Speaker, I do not support the amendment because I do not 
support the Second Schedule, obviously, and in fact I am 
standing up simply to put on record the position which is 
well known to Members of the House. I said, in fact, at an 
earlier stage in the First Reading of the Bill that I would 
be moving an amendment but I think I•would only be taking. the 
time of the, House up with something that the Government has . 
made up its mind about and there really seems to be'no poiht 
in just-repeating arguments that have been already gone over 
again and again and again. The position of my Party is that 
we do not accept that people'should be asked to resign even • 
after election, never mind being asked to resign in order to 
stand and therefore whilst I take fully the argument that 
there seems t'o be no satisfying explanation-why_ the teacher 
should.resign and somebody else shouldn't have to resign 
until after he has been elected, the argument of the GTA 
that they are being picked out for special treatment seems 
to me d valid argument, nevertheless what.the GTA is asking 
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for, as a Union, does not Eo far enough for us. lie, as a 
party,'believe that the First Schedule should cover the 
Gibraltar Government employees as well as covering the 
employees of the UK Departments and we believe that it is 
not up to the House of Assembly, I.am not saying the House 
of Assemblyehas.not got the power, I am saying that poli-
tically, it is unacceptable to us that we should be saying 
who can. stand and who cannot stand in competition with us . 
for this House of Assembly and where they can be employed. 
and where they cannot be employed. As.far as the Govern-
ment as an employer is concerned, then it is unto the 
Government to negotiate with its different categories of 
employees, like the MOD will do because, in fact, the First 
Schedule, theoretically, allows anybody of any .level but it.  
is the employer who says to the employee: "Look, as far as 
I.am concerned your political, nerticipation is going to be 
dataeing to the reqUirement that I have thet•you do a job 
of work for me for,which I am paying you". That is a matter. 
for the relationship between the employer and the employee,' 
whereas whenever we 'have discussed the situation we have 
been discussing it as politicians sort of laying': down the 
rules for Prospective politicians and we think that, in 
fact, the law should allow everybody to stand, the law 
should, if anything, contain protection for people. The 
MOD itself has made clear since we brought in the first 
amendment in 1976 alldwing one category of public servants 
to stand, the MOD has laid down that people will have so 
many•daye a year of special leay.e to attend House of Assembly 
meetings, if,they are in Opposition they can retain their 
job, if they are in Government they get unpaid leave with 
certain guarantees. These are things which have been offered; 
in fact, .by. the employer to its employees and.we think that 
the model of the UK Departments should, in. fact, be the sort 
of protection that anybody in.any employment, whether in the 
Government or in the private sector, should be entitled to 
have as protection to enable him to exercise.his civic and 
political rights to the rule. We think that one of the • ' 
things that the law should be seeking to do is to protect 
people against pressure of unfair dismissal or'pressure from 
emplOyembecause they exercise their political rights just 
like they are today protected for .exercising their trade' 
union rights. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

If the Honourable Member Will give way: I know that he is 
preaching a nolicywhich is not acceptable in this case in 
either side, I think, but would the Honourable Metber not 
agree that-if you left it completely open it would lend 
itself to a•  considerable amount of industrial action because 
if in fact, Say the Government, as an employer, would not be 
bound by law or rather the employee Would not be bound by 
law but would be bound by regulations issued by the Govern-
ment'sa the MOD are going to do and say that this body of 
people are not able to stand for election because they deal 
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with sensitive stuff or for whatever reason and then you make 
that rule, which is-not like a law which is either changed. 
here or not changed and then there was industrial action 
because somebody wanted to stand up for election, well, it 
wouldn't be industrial action but we know that we call indus-
trial action .a lbt of things which are not industrial in 
order to bring pressure on the employer, and they would say: 
"Alright, we go slow, we come late, whatever it is. We black. 
this thing, we black the other," in order to bring pressure 
to bear on the employer in this case, for example, the Govern-
ment, because la,  X has not been allowed under the rules of 
the employer to.stand for election. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, all I can say to the Chief /:inister is that he 
knows very well that the Government has been discussing with 
unions limitations on Government employees as regards their 
second employment and as regards the right to have businesses. 
.Clearly, the Government there is applying the principle that 
there can be a conflict of interest between what a Government 
employee does in the hours for which he is being paid and what 
he does outside those hours. I am saying that if the conflict 
.is of. that nature, in being in the Nowise and. being employed 
by Goverment, then that is the forUm in which it should be 
treated and what I am saying is that the focus which has been 
constantly used in looking at this problem is that we are 
saying who is acceptable in the House of Assembly whereas, in 
fact, the argument has been who is - acceptable as an employee 
given his other activities and whether.those activities are 
membership of the House of Assembly or owning a business in 
Pair_ Street or having a part-time job, I think there is a ' 
parallel in the criteria and certainly I would say to the 
Chief Minister that if he is talking about industrial action 
I Can find very little •argument why an industrial worker 
cannot.be  employed in the Government, in industrial employment, 
and sit on the Opposition. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I am afraid that I only asked that by way of illustration but 
I wasn't thinking of the industrial people. These days every-
thing is called industrial action. I mean clerks, for example. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, this is a limited action. I do not think I shall 
deal with the arguments of the Honourable Mr BossanO because 
he hasn't got a hope in heaven of getting those principles 
accepted. On this one finds a bit of inconsistency in the' 
Government's argument that they tell the teachers: "Look here, 
if you resign, you take the risk and you don't get elected, 
well, we will view with sympathy your re-engagement. If you 
resign and you get elected, then we are prepared to agree 
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re-engagement after.a period of four years or eight years." 
Then whet is stopping them from just going that little bit 
extra and saying that they 'do not have to resign. It must 
be political prejudice of some kind, Mr Speakerv it cannot 
be principle. After everything that has been said about 
teachers in this House we now find that the Government is 
telling them; "If you resign we-will re-engage you, four 

. years or eight years, if you resign and you-get elected, 
we re-engage you". 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I think you have got it wrong. Mat we say is, if you resign 
and you are away on a period or two periods of service, and 
-you apply to be employed and you are employed, your Scale 
will be preserved. That'is what it means. That is, the 
status on which they are re-employed if there is a vacancy, 
there is no question of guaranteeing them employment. I ' 
am sorry you got it wrong. 

HON PJ ISOLA: : 

The impression I got from what the Chief Minister said was 
that they had agreed to ret-engage them. . 

• 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

We have agreed on the terms they have asked for. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

The. following Honourable Yember6 voted against: 

The Hon A J Canepa 
The Hon H K Featherstone 
The Bon Sir Joshua Hassan 
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'dell, Yr Speaker, then of course there is'nothing I have got 
.to say. I don't agree with the arguments of the Chief 
Minister. I can't agree that if the Government will re- 

. engage them if there is a vacancy or if they don't get 
elected they will take them back, from there to actually 
allowing them to stay in until elected, is such a small 
dividing line that as I say, it is just political prejudice, 
cussedness is the word which has been used. Mr Speaker, I 
commend the amendment to 'the House. 

kr Speaker then put the question and on a vote being taken 
the following Honourable Members voted in favour:- 

The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon G T Restano 
The Hon W T Scott 



The Hon J P. Perez 
The Eon Dr R G Valarino 
The. Eon J Zammitt 
The Hon D Hull 
The Hon k J 

Member abstained: 

The Hon J Hassan° 

Members were absent from the Chamber: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon Major F J Dellipiani 
The Bon A J Haynes 

The amendment was accordingly defeated. 

Yr Speaker then put the question in the terms of the Second • 
Schedule and on a vote being taken the following Honourable • 
Members voted in favour: 

The Hon A J Canepa 
The Hon H K Featherstone 
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan 
The Hon 'P J Isola • 
The non A T Loddo - 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon J B Perez 
The Hon G T Restano 
The Hon W T Scott 
The Hon Dr R G Valarino 
The Hon H J Zammitt 
The Hon D Hull 
The Hon R J Wallace 

The'following Honourable Member voted against: 

The Hon J Bossano 

The following Honourable Members were absent from the Chamber: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon Major P J Dellipiani 
The Hon.A J Haynes 

The Second Schedule stood part of the Bill 

The Third Schedule was agreed to and stood part of the 

The Long Title eras agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

THE REVISED EDITION OP THE LAWS BILL, 1981  

Clauses 1 to 8 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

Clause 9. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Chairman, Honourable Members will remember thnt it was 
intimated at the Second Tending stage of this Pill that an 
amendment would be proposed to this Clause. The Clause 
deaIs.with the formal copies of the laws which. are to be 
kept, the bound conies. The Clause as drafted provides for 
four bound copies to be kept and T beg to move the following 
amendments to this Clause. In Clause 9 (1) to omit the word 
"four" and substitute the word "five" and in Clause 9 (2) to 
insert after the words "Chief Justice" the words "The Chief 
Minister". The effect of this will be to provide for five 
bound Copies, one .of which will be kept in the office of the 
Chief Minister. 

• • 
Mr Speaker put the question in the terms of the Honourable-
the Attorney-General's amendment which was resolved in the 
affirmative and Clause 9, as amended was agreed to and stood 
part of the Bill.' 

Clauses 10 to 15 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

Schedule  

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Hr Chairman, I.beg to move that the Schedule be amended by 
inserting'opposite the word "Schedule" the expression • 
"Section 5 (1) (g). Mr Chairman, would you wish me to read 
at this stage the other amendments? 

YR SPEAKER: 

Yes, I think that since they are amendments to the Schedule.  
we should do the whole thing now. 

HON ATTORNEY•t•GENERAL: 

And further, to insert in their appropriate chronological 
order the following items, and to renumber the items in the 
Schedule accordingly. "Repatriation and Resettlement. 
Ordinance (Chapter 114.0)': • "Temporary and Emergency Laws 
Continuation Ordinance '(Chapter 150)", Mr Chairman, speaking 
to the first point, this is merely a convention we have in the 
laws of identifying alongside the Schedule the sections to 
which it gives effect. It is purely a formal amendment. The 
more substantive amendment' is to add to the Schedule two laws 

.of Gibraltar. Members will recallthat the Schedule specifies 
particular Ordinances which because of their limited duration 
or temporary nature, even though they are still legally in 
force, the Commissioner will be given power to omit from the •  
reprint itself, It continues to, be the law of Gibraltar, of 

The following Honourable 

The following Honourable 
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course, but he would not be obliged to,include them in the 
recrint itself bcceuee of the infrequency with which they 
refer to and the antiouity, if you like, or the limited 
nature of•their effect. It is proposed to add two items 
to this, the two I have mentioned, because they are both 
statutes which even though they are still in force, they 
are related to the situation that prevailed at the time Of 

• the evacuation and subsequent repatriation of people to 
Gibraltar. Sir, I move accordingly. 

Yr Speaker proposed the cuestion in the terms of the Honourable 
the Attorney-General's amendment. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Chairman, I would like to ask whether the Government 
should not consider asking the Commissioner, although the 
law will net provide for this, but generally to have. a look 
and to take'note of any laws that reoUire amendment, apart • 
from his job of revision. This is going to cost about 
£90,000, the revision of the laws and the publication, and 
there are in our law, I won't go to any particular one, but 
certainly the Merchant chipping Acts are in a chaotic 
condition as far as the Gibraltar situation is, and. I would 
have• thought it would be useful to ask the Commissioner if 
he is going through all our laws, to have a look at, say, 
obvicus laws that. obviously require amendment. It can come 
to the House as aseparate Bill before the printing but • 
otherwise we are going to get a situation where we are going 
to get the' laws revised, anew edition issued with a lot of 
laws already out of date and, therefore, I would ask although 
it is not Provided for in the Ordinance, that authority 
should be given to the Commissioner to take a look at this. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Yr Chairman, the Honourable and Learned Leader of the 
.Opposition may recall, I think, that at the Second Reading 
stage the point was made that it was contended that the 
Commissioner should undertake a revision in the broader 
sense of the word and reasons were given then why it was 
not considered practicable to do so. The Commissioner will 
in fact be preparing and' will be putting to the Government 
and the Government may therefore be introducing into the• 
House a Law Revision Bill or Bills, but I would like to make 
it clear that this is not in any sense an extensive law 
revision, but certainly as he prepares the reprint if he sees 
matters which he feels should be dealt with and which involve 
substantive changes of law, then within reason he will be 
preparing• a bill or I think, possibly, more than one bill and 
putting it to the House. It is hoped that the new format of 
having a loose leaf system will also facilitatethe process, 
after the reprint comes into force of replacing obsolete laws, 
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that is something that remains to be attended to but that 
is possible. ;.e will not quite be in the same situation 
es if we were doiilg a bound rcorint :here you are .stuck 
with the reprint or even, indeed, a bound reprint to the 

'extent of being stapled, so it should be easier to update 
laws in•that•way. I•do have to refer to one other matter, 
.1 think the. Honourable and 'Learned Chief Minister did refer 
to it in the Second Reading debate and I am not sure whether 
I heard the Honourable and Learned Leader of the Opposition 
correctly, but the estimated cost of the reprint would be • 
rather more than the amount which' was mentioned. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I would just like to say that I fully support the view of 
the Leader of the Opposition about the revision. There are 
two classes, I think, which I am sure the Commissioner 
should look at. One are those which are not likely to' be. 
controversial but which are outdated because they have not 
been revised, such as the Merchant ,'hipping Ordinance which 
may have some, but in some sections the Merchant Shipping 
Act applies by reference. There are others which, of course 
would require considerable amount of discussion before we 

.know what we want. For example, the Land legislation is a 
very complicated one,• but as Ordinances which are based on 
old Acts of Parliament and the changes that have taken place 
in England and Gibraltar are more or less the same, should 
be revised. I entirely agree with the Honourable the Leader 
of the Opposition and I think to the extent that it is ' 
possible this will be done. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which. was resolved in the' 
affirmative and the Schedule, as.amended, was agreed to and 
stood part of the Bill. 

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. ' 

' THE PUBLIC HEALTH (AMENDMENT) (N0.4) BILL, 1981  

Clause 1 and 2 Were agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

THE SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (1981-82) (N0.3)BILL. 1981  

Clause I  Was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. • 

Schedule  

Consolidated Fund. Schedule of Supplementary-Estimates No.3 
of 1981/82. ' 

Item 1. Head 2 - Customs was agreed to. 
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Iter 2 Read 5 - Fire Service. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Chairman, can we have an explanation for the regular over-
time for Fire Control Operators, the unscheduled overtime for 
those two items? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

(i) which is the regular overtime for the Fire Control 
Operators which is £12,100, was as a result of oversight 
and in fact no provision was included in the estimates for 
the overtime of Control Room Operators. Arrangements have 
been made to avoid a recurrence in the future. . (ii) which 
is unscheduled overtime required for operational reasons, 
covers three subjects. The first one was that during the 
year several unexpected major breakdowns occurred in the 
fire fighting appliances as a result of which it was 
necessary for the MT staff to work overtime. Although 
provision for acting appointments was. made in the estimates 
an officer who had previously been rejected for a course. 
was later accepted and the.  consequent 13 weeks' acting 
appointment by another officer was not covered and thirdly 
as a. result of the retirement of two officers, •a recruit 
course which entailed four men had to be held to ensure 
that normal duties were not covered by on-call or overtime. 
As the Rouse is aware, the minimal operational level 'of the 
duty watch is 30 men. 

EON G T PESTANO: 

£12,100, Mr Chairman, seems to be rather a large oversight. 
How did such a large oversight occur? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

with due respect, Mr Restano, the only oversight is (i) • 
£12,100. 

RON G T PESTANO: 

That is precisely what I have said. 

HON. DR R G VALARINO: 

As I have said before, arrangements have been made to avoid 
e recurrence in the future. 

BON G T RESTANO: 

Was this oversight on account of the accounting system which 
wasn't working properly, how did this come about? 
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HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Chairman, unfortunately, it was missed when the estimates• 
were prepared. 

Item 2, Read 5 - Fire Service was agreed to. 

Item 3, Read 7 - Rouse of Assembly was agreed to. 

• Item 4, Read 10 - Judicial (3) Mapistrates and Coroner's  
Courts was agreed to. 

Item 5, Head 13 - Law Officers wes agreed to. 

Item 6, Read 1L - Medical and Public Health Was agreed to. 

Item 7, Head 17 Post Office Sevinps 'Bank and Philatelic  
Bureau (1) Post Office and Savinps Bank was agreed to; 

Item 8. Head 19 - Public Works  

HON V T SCOTT: 

Mr Chairman have always been under the impression that a• 
new project in a Development Aid Programme or in the' 
Improvement and Development Fund, particularly if the help 
of consultants is solicited normally comes under the 
Improvement and Development Fund.. An example is the Girl's 
Comprehensive School where the consultancy. fees. there by 
the architects, the quantity surveyors and engineer&come 
under the Improvement and Development Fund. Can I in'the 
first instance ask why this consultancy fee• of £15,000 
appears'in the Consolidated Fund and not in the IMprovement 
end Development Fund? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, the reason is that this is work which should have been 
done by departmental structural engineers if we had sufficient,. 
but we haven't, and therefore.it is a right charge to go:on 
the recurrent budget rather than on the Improvement and.  
DevelOpment Fund. If it were a project like the school which ' 
was going out and we were bringing in consultants from the 
very beginning on the actual design etc.,'it would become 
part of the project and go in, it is a Slightly technical 
point. But these are in lieu of staff that should be 
employed by P. You wouldn't expect to employ in Pat an 
expert in school architecture or building of schools. • 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Is there any indication, Yr Speaker, that the Public Works 
Departtent will continue to find itself becaubc of the work-
load that might be expected from it In structural engineering 
in the future, that this is likely to occur. again? 
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nor H K FEATHERSTONE: 

Part of the reason why this one has occurred is that we Want 
.to get Engineer House project off, the ground as quickly as 
possible. If we could set it back six. months then, perhaps,. 
our own structural engineer could have done it. In the short 
• term sometimes.it is necessary, under normal circumstances it 
isn't. 

BON T SCOTT: 

Mr Chairman, I was really looking to a situation where if. 
this should continue, whether perhaps another structural 
engineer should not have been employed by the PUD. . 

HON 1' K FEATHERSTONE: 

If it were tb continue then I would possibly be coming to 
Government for another member of the staff. 

Item 8, Head 19 - Public Works was agreed to. 

Item 9. Head 20 - Public Works Annually Recurrent. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

We have voted £500,000 this year and we are now being asked 
for another £190,000. Am I right in assuming that the total 
cost of imported water is now likely 
the position?

to be.  £690,000, is that 

HON CHIEF MINISiztt: 

Overall, yes. 

TECH P J ISOLA: 

Overall it is expected to be that? 

HON CHIEF MINISMX: 

Thatis right. - 

Item 9 Head 20 Public forks Annually Recurrent was agreed 
to. 

Item 10. Head 22 - Secretariat.' 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Could I,just ask what is controlled.overtime? 

BON CHIEF YINISTER: 

Sir, I thinh.I con say somethinr about this. The point is . 
that there is little overtime' except for one or two sections 
which require work continuously. There is a ban virtually 
on all overtime but the recent rc-orgenis&tion of the whole 
structure has shown that there has been considerable back-
log of work and the re-arrangement of the staff are such 
that they will be able to produce work but the arrears of 
work are not going to catch up unless overtime is worked. 
It is controlled in the sense that it is to do specific 
work over a very limited period. 

Item 10, Head 22 - Secretariat was agreed to. 

Item 11, Heed 26 - Treasury was agreed to. 

Schedule of Supplementary Estimates Consolidated Fund (No.3  
of 1981/82) was agreed to. 

Improvement and Development Fund. Schedule of Supplementary 
Estimates No.3 of 1961/82. 

' Item 1, Head 101 - Housing was agreed to. 

Item -2, Head 103 - Tourist Development. 

EON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Chairman, the remarks set against the Airport extension. 
That presumably means that we can expect a completion earlier. 
than that originally envisaged and if ,so, can we have the 
new target date, please? 

HON VI E FEATHERSTONE: 

Well, Sir, we had hoped that we would be finished by some 
time in June next year. I am not sure whether they will 
improve too greatly on that. The thing. is that some of the 
work can go faster, the steel work etc., the finalising may 
take longer. I would hope, perhaps, we would come forward 
by one or two months. 

Item 2, Head 103 - Tourist Development was. agreed to. 

Item. 3, Head 105 - General Services. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Mr Chairman, is this salt water pump in Gibraltar? Is the 
pump here? 

HON M K PLATHERSTONE: 

It is due to arrive in January. 
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ECN 17 T SCOTT: 

The second sentence in the remarks column says: "The pump 
will accelerate the watering of the grounds and allow greater 
use of the Stadium". Presumebly there. I understand that if, 
for example, in the weekend at hockey where I think at the 
moment it is only three allocations that are given per day, . 
are We to assume that these will be increased? 

HON H 

Sir, the reason is not just for weekends. It is that the 
salt water pressure at the Stadium is very low especially 
during weekdays at particular periods and. it takes too long 
to water all the area of the nortex and therefore the school-
children in particular suffer the consequences of not' being 
able to use the grounds. It hoped that with the booster 
pump which we hope to instal, the time factor of watering 
the Stadium will be reduced greatly and therefore allow more 
playing facility to education primarily but, of course, it 
will obviously alleviate the allocations at weekends and the 
like. • 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Has this anything to do with the smell there is around that 
.drain in that particular part of the Stadium. It always 
smells down there. 

HON H ZAHMITT: 

No, there is a main sewer pump in that area. 

EON P J ISOLA: 

Well, every Saturday I walk past and nine Saturdays out of 
ten there is an awful smell in that area. 

HON 'E =MITT: 

We will try and encourage the Honourable Member to run round 
the Stadium, probably if he runs he won't smell it' so much. 

Item 3. Head 105 - General Services  was agreed to." • 

EON r K FEATHERSTONE: 

'Sir, I beg.to  move that a new item be added as follows: "Head 
IC6 - PotableWater £60,000". This is for redlamation works 

- and diversion of existing pipework for'the new distiller. 
The basic idea of this, Sir, is that we intend to put a net 
distiller at the Viaduct area but to do-this We have to ' 
'reclaim a certain amount of landand at the same time the 
pipework for the VT distiller which at the moment discharges 
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into where this land is going to be reclaimed, will have to 
be moved acrcss the actual roe,d and discharged on the other 
side ofthe road.. The pipework will not be fUtile because . 
it will also be available for the new distiller when it is. 
actually erected so we kill two birds with one stone, Sir.:' 

EON J BOSS/C:0: 

Wasn't there a Government plah to make use of waste heat from 
the new generating station for this desalination?. Is this 
Part of it? Is this in fact connected with the use of waste 
heat from the new 'generating station which the .GOvernment, 
I think, indicated at one stage. would form part of their 
plans for a new distiller? 

HON H K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, the waste heat from the generating station will be 
used in this new distiller. 

Yr Speaker then put the question in the terms of the Honourable 
K Featherstone's amendment which was resolved in the affirma-

tive and the new item was accordingly agreed to. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Yr Chairman, Sir, I beg to.mbve that the following item be 
inserted in Part II of the Schedule: "Head 106 Potable Water -
£60,000," that the sum total be amended from £193,821 to 
£253,821. 

Mr Speaker put the question in the terms of. the Honourable 
Financial and Development Secretary's amendment which was 
resolved in the affirmative and the Schedule, as amended, 
Was agreed to and stood part of the 

Clause 2  was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

Clause 3. • 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, I' beg to move 'an amendment 'in the penultimate and last 
line in Clause 3, that the words "one hundred and ninety-three 
thouSand eight huhdred and twenty-one pounds" be deleted and 
that the.words "two hundred and fifty-three thoUsand eight 
hundred and twenty-one punds" be substituted. 

. • • 
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Mr Speaker, put the question in the terms of the Honourable 
Titencial and Development Secnetary's amendment.  which was* 
resolved. in the affirmative and Clause 3, as amended was 
agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

Clause L.. 



HON FirArcIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: . 

Yr Cairean, Sir, I beg to move that in Clause 4(2) in the 
second and third line thereof, the words "one hundred and 
ninety three thousand eight hundred and twenty one pounds"  
be deleted and the words "two hundred and fifty three 
thousand eight hundred and twenty one pounds" be•substituted 
therefor. 

Mr Speaker then put the question in the terms of.the Eonourabld 
the Financial and Development Secretary's amendment which was 
resolved in the affirmative and Clause 4, as amended, was 
agreed to and stood part of the Bill. • 

The Lonr Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill. 

THIRD'  

HON AT.TORME.Y. GENERAL; 

Sir, I have the honour to report that the House of Assembly 
(Eliribility of Public. Officers) Bill, 1981; the Revised 
Edition of the Laws Bill, 1981; the Public Health (Amendment) 

c.14)-Pill, 1981, and the Supplementary Appropriation 
(1.981/82) (No.3) Bill, 1981, have been considered in Committee 
.and agreed to, it the case of the Devised Edition of the Laws 
Bill, 1981, end the Supplementary Appropriation (1981/82) . 
(No.3) Bill 1981, with emerments, and in the other cases 
without amendments, and, I now move that they be read a third ' 
time and passed. 

Mr••Sneaker put the question and -on a vote being taken on the 
House of.Aszembly (Eligibility of Public Officers) Bill, 1981; 
the Revised Edition of the Laws Bill, 1981, and the Supple-
mentary Appropriation (1981/82) (No.3) Bill, 1981, the 
question was resolved in the affirmative. _ . 

On a vote being taken on the Public Health (Amendment) (N0.4) 
Bill, 1981, the following Honourable Members voted in.favour: 

The Hon A J Canepa 
The Eon N K Featherstone 
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan 
The Eon J B Perez 
The Hon Dr R G Valarino 
The Hon J Zemmitt 
The Hon D Hull 
The Hon R G Wallace 

The following HonOurable Members voted against: 

The Hon J Bossano 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Mon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon G T Restano • 
The Hon Ti T Scott 
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The following Honourable Mcnters were absent from the Chamber: 

The Mon I Abecasis • 
The Mon Major F J Dellipiani 
The Hon A J Haynes 

The Bills were read a third time and passed. 

The House recessed at 9.05 p.m. 

FRIDAY THE 18TH DECEMBER, 1981  

The House resumed at 1040 a.m. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' MOTIONS  

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move that: "This House condemns the 
proposed closure of Her Majesty's Naval Dockyard in 1983 
and fully endorses the decision by Dockyard employees and 
the Trade Union movement to fight the closure". Mr Speaker, 
the motion that I bring to the House has got a clear and 
specific purpose. It does not seek to analyse the conse- . 
quences of the decision taken by the British Government or 
the motives behind that decision, although I shall be making 
slight reference to that in the context of asking for the 
support of the House, because I think, that that is the.sort 
of phrasiology that the situotion requires. It condemns the 
closure because that is the reaction of the people of 
Gibraltar to the news and that is the reaction of the people 
who are under threat of loss of jobs, having served faith-
fully the.Ministry of Defence in Gibraltar whenever they 
have been called upon to do so. I don't think that Gibraltar 
can gain anything any more by attempting to water down the 
strength of feeling that it has on this issue as it has done 
on other occasions, with the Foreign Affairs Committee Report, 
and other motions that I have brought to this Mouse where I 
have been told that although everybody agreed with the senti-
ments I wag expressing it should be reflected in motions 
which in my humble estimation at the end of the day, except 
for the first two words in the-motion, have borne no resem-
blance to what I was moving initially. Therefore, I would 
call on the House to join me in passing the motion as it 
stands and in endorsing the position of Trade Union members 
inside the Dockyard, outside the Dockyard and in the United 
Kingdom, to fight the closure, that is,'-to get the decision 
to close reversed. I am not asking at this stage, anyway, 
Members of the House to come out on strike in solidarity with 
the workers outside.' That may have to come at.a later'stage • 
in this saga, Mn Speaker. At this stage, all I am asking 
them to do is to identify themielves with the feeling of the 
people of Gibraltar that they representithat I representv  • 
that we all represent. I think we are priviledged in being.  

62. 



rembers of the Bougie of Aseembly,'not because we have a status 
or a sociel.standine that puts us above the rest, bUt because 
we have a responsibility to reflect the demands'of the people 
of Gibraltar in the terms that those demands are felt by the 
people themselves. The Gibraltar,  Trades Council has got 
seven and a half thoUsand members in its unions and that is 
virtually every household in Gibraltar. The Gibraltar Trades. 
Council does not speak on political issues but it is speaking 
on en industrial issue which goes to the very root of 
Gibraltar's survival and we in the House of Assembly cannot • 
stand on one side and fail to identify ourselves with that 
struggle. The Dockyard employees themselves, and it is a . 
matter that I wish to make clear, the Dockyard employees 
themselves are in a situation of dispute with their own-
emnloyer, the same as any other group of employees' would 
he in that sort of situation under the threat of redundancy 
and they are entitled in that sort of situation to use the 
means at their disposal as trade Unionists, the freedom that 
they have under the Constitution of Gibraltar, to protect 
their rights as workers but, of course, the reason why this 
particular struggle has got the sunpOrt of the whole Trade' 
Union movement of Gibraltar and the support of the Trade 
Union movement of the United.  Kingdom is because everybody 
appreciates that the numbers of people involved, the numbers 
of people at risk, the importance of the Naval Dockyard 
in the economy of Gibraltar, which stems from the fact that 
it is a defence economy, means that the people at risk are 
not just those directly under threat of unemployment, that 
the repercussions of the loss of their purchasing power in 
the economy of Gibraltar is such that there is. no single 
household, no single person that.can honestly say that he 
will not be affected by this issue. The Unions have made 
clear, when the announcement was made, that as far as they 
are concerned when one talks about a viable alternative,in 
Trade Union Terms, the 'only alternative that isviable is 
one that protects the standard of living of the people, at 
present employed in the Naval Dockyard. One needs to Make .  
a fine distinction there because when one is talking about 
viability in the context of the proposition that the Naval 
Dockyard should be replaced by a commercial Dockyard, one 
has got to distinguish between a commercial operation that. 
is viable. in its own right, that it is an operation that 
will make a profit for the operator, but at the expense of 
a drop inthe.standard of living of the people who are 
employed in the Dockyard today and in the rest of the public 
sector and that is viable from the point of view of the • • 
operator but it is not viable from the point of view of the 
working class of Gibraltar and from the point of view of the 
economy of Gibraltar.. The reality, Yr Speaker, is that-we 
have got a Defence economy, not'because we have chosen 'to . 
have a -Defence economy in Gibraltar but because it has . 
suited successive British Governments because'it has been 
in the interest.of Britain and it has been in the interest 
of Western Europe and what we cannot have is the security  

and the standard of living of our people, a standard of 
living that was achieved ,ftcr a four-year strugLle by the • 
Trade Union movement in Gibraltar, taken sway 'from us at a . 
stroke of a pen by a policy decision of a Government'which 
we have not elected. Gibraltar is a British Colony and we 
are suffering the conseounces of the policies of the Conser-
vative Government in the United rinEdor but we had no part 
in putting that Government into power and that is an imbortant • 
distinction beCause if people in Gibraltar find that the 
policies of the'.existing Government are unacceptable, at any 
point in time, they have the opportunity when the time comes . 
to show their discontent by replacing the Government. The • . 
British Government has got a responsibility for Gibraltar as 
a Colony and they cannot shirk that responsibility and retain 
in Gibraltar the overruling power of a colonial administration 
which they still have. They cannotstate, as the Deputy• 
Governor said in the speech to the aporentices,.that nobody 
owes.Gibraltar a living any more than Korea, Malta or 
Singapore when Korea, Yalta and Singapore are independent 
nations who are free to do what they like. The responsibility, 

.to my mind, lies fairly and squarly with the British Govern-
ment and it must be made clear to the British Government that 
even if the Gibraltar Government is constrained by the fact. 
that it is in Government in what it can do or cannot do, the . 
Trade Union movement is not suffering from the same constraint 
and the Trade Union movement will not co-operate in something 
that does not produce or continue to produce what we have 
obtained up till now. Er Speaker, I have po doubt in my own 
mind that the way the matter has been presented to.the people 
of Gibraltar since the nhite Paper was published, was an 
attempt to slip the decision through to introduce the closure 
of the Dockyard with as little come-back as possible, and 
that therefore.it  has been paraphrased, it has been conditioned..,  
it has been explained away, we have been told that this is a 
great challenge, that this is a'great opportunity, that this 
can open new.vistas and new Panoramas. Yes, they can, they 
can open vistas for us of massive unemployment whiCh we have 
never had in Gibraltar. They can open vistas for us of a • 
drop. in the standard of living like we have never had before. 
It is'not good enough'for the British government to tell us 
in Gibraltar that they have got serious economic problems in 
the United Kingdom and that consequently we must accept a 
drop in our standard of'living and we must accept the 
impoSition of cuts in Gibraltar. First of all, as far as I 
am concerned, Ur Speaker,- the problems that are being suffered 
by the British economy and by working people in the United 
Kingdom. are'of the making Of the present Government. They are 
not accidents. SecOndly, Pr :Speaker, having achieved parity 
with the United Kingdom, having placed the people of Gibraltar 
on a par with the United Kingdom,' we are now in a situation 
of taking the good, and the bad, we are now in a situation'of.  
in fact haVing cuts in our standards of living as:a natural • 
consequence of parity. When the pay review gave people an 18%. • 
increase, with a 12% inflation rate, their. standard of living 
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vent up b;;ani when the ray review gave them 7' with 6 
infletion their stcnfand of living went down by 55. There 

is no w::y th;t the British Government can tell us .that we are 
not accepting the same level' of progress in our standard of 
livinn or redaction in our standard ofliving.as they are • 
imposing in the United Kingdom because that is a natural 
censepuence of the parity crrangement. But if Gibraltar is 
being asked to stand on its feet then there is no reason why 
re should accept the limitations on the standard of living 
irpooed in the United Kingdom by the United Kingdom Govern-
rent but nor can we be expected to try and make Gibraltar 
self-sufficient on the bits and pieces of the land of 
Gibraltar that the IOD at any particular time in its wisdom 
decides it no lonner requires. The Trade Union fight is a 
clearcut fight, it is a fight for jobs, it is a fight in 
defence of the standard of living. I am talking in this 
House as a politician and spelling out what I consider to 
be the magnitude and the depth of the political alternatives. 
I do not accept that it is a ouestion of either a commercial 
Dockyard or a defence Dockyard, whether we are. talking about 
a defence economy or another type of economy, and if we are 
talking about that alteration,in the way we do things in 
ri'--,c'tar that is not something that can be done overnight 
and it cannot be done by somebody deciding in the Ministry 
of Defence: "Well, I have got to produce a cut of so many 
million pounds, I will make a million out of closing the 
Gibraltar Airport and I will make £100,000 out of closing 
the Chart Depot, and so on". 'It cannot be done like that. 
The Trade Union movement is absolutely clear in what it has 
to do, and it will do it. The Gibraltar House of Assembly, 
on this issue, cannot stand on'oncside. I am glad that it 
has now been made absolutely clear, no doubt the British 
Government would wish it were otherwise, because I think it 
is convenient, very convenient for the British Government, 
to be able.to pass the buck on to Gibraltar, to pass the 
buck'to the Gibraltar Government when they come under attack • 
in the United Kingdom for the decisions they are taking 
about Gibraltar, and no doubt it is a great disappointment 
to them that it has now been made absolutely clear that the 
Gibraltar Government is not asking for the commercialisation 
of the Dockyard, is not proposing that the Dockyard should 
be commercialised, all that it is doing is looking at an 
alternative that it' does not want in case it has no choice 
but to accept it. Therefore, the British Government has ' 
Eot absolutely no right to try and wriggle out of their ' 
responsibility in the House of CoPmons when they are faced 
by cuestions by saying: "Well, you know, we are in full 
consultation with the Gibraltar Government and the Gibraltar 
Government is auite happy about the 'situation". The Gibraltar 
Government is not happy, the House of AsSembly is not happy - 
and the :people of Gibraltar are not happy and that must be 
made absolutely clear to people in the United Kingdom and to 
the British Government itself. I must say, Mr Speaker, that.  
I cannot.  continue to see the British Government and its  

intentions on Gibraltar in the same light es,the Chief 
Minister does or as most of us have'seen it in the past. 
rot, to be quite honest with this House, that I ever had 
much trust in the present British Government. /lotwith-
standing that, precisely because within Conservative benches 
Gibraltar enjoys slot of Ounpert, I thought that in some 
respects it would. bc more difficult to convince a labour 
administration on some occasions of the .need to have a 
continuing commitment to Gibraltar than it would a Censer-
votive. administration. I have now come to the stage, Er 
Speaker, where I tend to scrutinise everything that is said 
and look at every fullstop and every comma. And for me, the 
assurance that the Chief Minister mentioned that the British" 
Government would be sympathetic and fair to Gibraltar, has 
to be qualified by what the British Government understands 
by being sympathetic and fair, If all that we can expect is 
that they are sympathetic and fair to the Trade Union movement 
or to working people in Gibraltar as they are being at present 
to people in Portsmouth and in Chatham and in the rest of the 
United Kingdom, then I am afraid that does not qualify for 
the use of those adjectives in my estimation and I cm sure 
in the estimation of the people who today are outside to 
lobby this House of Assembly for support on what is really 
'the crunch for Gibraltar. I think that we have had, on many 
occasions, ideas floated suggesting that the British.GoVern-
ment was seeking a disengagement from the commitment that it 
has to Gibraltar and its people. The clearest indication that • 
there might be some truth in such a view' has been the way this 
thing has been handled since the White Paper and therefore I • 
don't think that we can continue with a 'policy of appeasement, 
where we qualify everything we have to say, we water down.the 
words we use in order not to Live offence to the extent that 
they cease to have any meaning. I think the time has come 
for plain speaking in Gibraltar, Mr Speaker, and. let nobody 
mistake what I am saying. Let nobody try and twist that 
into a situation of appealing to the unquestioned leyelty 
that the people of Gibraltar have shown to the United Kingdom 
because that is not what we.ere talking about. The people of . 
Gibraltar are linked to the United Kingdom by a historical and 
cultural heritage which spans the whole of its society and it 

.spans one of the main pillars of Gibraltarian society today 
which is a solid and well organised Trade Union movement which 
can act jointly in defencd of the interests of working people 
and of the whole of Gibraltar and which has got deep rooted 
links with the United Kingdom Trade Union Movement and can 
call on help there.. So if the Trade Union movement is talking 
about fighting the closure, we are not talking about fighting 
the United Kingdom because we have got friends in the Trade 
Union movement in the United Kingdom who will be joining us 
.in that fight and nobbdy can accuse the IPCS, the cPak; the 
SCPS and. the Transport and General Workers Union Head Offices 
of conducting an anti-British campaign. Therefore, Kr Speaker, 
I commend the motion to the House and I ask Eembers of the 
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MoUse are eebelly perfectly right• to have'a different 
approach to the matter'beceuse there are other people here 
who have views on matters of this nature. As I was saying 
before,.the matters were put straight to the Secretary of 
State end before I did that I had a request from the 
Asistent General Secretary of the Transport and General 
Workers•Unionwhen he visited Gibraltar, Mr Alec Ritson, 
to join him in the political struggle to try and keep. the 
Dockyard open. I say this because I readily agreed, I made 
a point and the Honourable Member was present in another 
capacity, thet. of course we were prepared to support him 
politically but that there was no question of Qtr.-taking. 
part as a Government in supporting hiM on any indsutrial 
action and his answer was: "Who is talking about industrial 
action?". that was what he said and that I said was very 
satisfactory and on that basis I saw him in London before I 
saw the Secretary of State on the Sunday and I. saw him after 
I saw the Secretary of State on the Monday. Vie were going 
to meet early on Tuesday to wind up but unfortunately he was 
taken up by something which prevented him from attending a 
meeting we had arranged at 9.30 before' I flew back to 
Gibraltar. It is on that basis that we fully support the 
Trade Union' movement. There are two aspects that the 
Gibraltar Government has in this respect. One is looking 
at its.responsibilities as a Government as to what it has to. 
do in certain circumstances and I am glad that the Honourable 
Member now understands the attitude of the people of 
Gibreltpr. I am afraid, Mr Speaker, that with the noise 
going on outside, this is going to be very difficult- ' 

MR SPEARER: 

I have been 
now is that 
will have a 

enquiring and I understand that 'what is' happening 
the crowd is being asked. to disperse. Perhaps we 
short recess. 

The HouSe recessed at 11.10 a.m. 

The House resumed at 11.50 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Yr Speaker, when I asked :at -the- same time as you yourself 
thought we ought to recess, I was expressing my entire 
agreement with the sentiments expressed in this House by 
Mr Boesano on this, question of the closure of the. Dockyard 
and in the course of his intervention, he was talking about 
the. fact that we did not elect the British Government, we 
could' not remove the British Government. That is perfectly 
true and•it is.true that in England even the great Trade '\ 
Union movement have not, or part of it have elected the 
British . Government but they find now that they cannot 
remove the British Government. when we were elected to 
this House, we were elected to carry out our duties without 

House at this important and crucial juncture in Gibraltar's 
history, to identify themselves fully with the struggle of 
the neoele of Gibrelt_r for what IS 'effectively, in my 
judgement, their survival. . 

Yr Speaker -proposed the- question in the terms of-the 
Eonoureble J Rosscnol s motion. 

HON CHIPP MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, it is my duty as Leader of the House td reply 
in the first place to the Honourable Member and to say that 
•I think that having regard to the events yesterday and the 
report I made to 'the House on my meeting in London,, that 
there is very little that he has said with which I can • 
quarrel. The passion that he has described I can well • 
understand, and when the tine comes one can also be able to 
harness passion such as that. I am afraid that the reality 
of things when you talk to British Ministers, you can talk 
strongly, you can talk firmly, you can tell them what .you 
propose to do, but, really, the Honourable Member well knows 
passions then do not play a great part. In fact, it could 
rar the effect of the motives-and the reasons that are given 
in a giVen situation. I am quite satisfied and I am quite 
happy in my own mind-that in my own way I have represented 
the views of the people of Gibraltar, and in particular of the 
Trade Union movement, to the Secretary of State, to the Lord 
Privy Seal, to the Minister for Defence, in the way that Mr 
Eoesano would have expressed then insofar as.force is concerned, 
perhapc the language night have been slightly different but 
there it is -a matter of approach and that should not be a 
subject to divide us. It is a fact that the closing of the 
DockyLrd is a major disaster for Gibraltar if it is carried 
out as intended by 1963. It will be a very big factor in any 

but, certainly, if the present proposals were to be 
carried out that would be a great detriment to the prosperity 
of Gebraltar. I think it would be in accordance with 
Parliamentary practice that thoSe who move motions should be 
here to answer them and to listen to what is said and hot 
just give an idea and then go out and address the crowd. I 
thirle it would be better in terms of Parliamentary practice 
if we were all here to diScuss what we are doing and not play 
to the gallery. The principle. on which I am standing now 1s. 
the same; whether Mr Bossano listens to it or not, beCause Mr 
Boosano, after all, is here representing his political party. 
He happens to be a Trade Union leader, and naturally he feels 
that very strongly, but he is here as one of fifteen Members 
rho have each one fifteenth of the responsibility for the 
welfare of the people of Gibraltar and that.in no. way minimises 
the importance of the matter that we are dealing with. Yr • 
Bossancahas said that in the past, motions have been watered 
down and motions have not carried the language that he has 
brought. Well, maybe that is true, maybe as he is perfectly • 
right to produce a. motion on his own, without prior consulta- 
tion, I am sure that he knows that the other Members of the 
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intimidation or without any attempt at colouring our views 
so that we could exerees our views in such'a manner without 
any attempt or anperent attempt-at intimidation. Apart from 
the very great Principle that we are discussing about the 
future of the people of Gibraltar, I think that we must not 
forget the principles of democracy ineGibraltar and I hope 
that this is not a pattern of things to happen in the way in 
which the conduct of the House is going to be carried out by 
having crowds outside being addressed at -the same time as we 
are addressing the House in matters that concern Gibraltar. 

MR SPEAKER: 
• • 

I have had a word. with Mr Bossano, I had a word with you 
and with Mr Isola. I know what you are going to refer to 
and in order to, perhaps, put the matter in its right 
perspective and to give it its importance, I shall read 
that Erskine. May says on the matter. 

HON CHIEF MINISI.e.a.: 

I would like to pursue that after, if I may. 

.YR SPE1ZER: 

Moot certainly. Gentlemen, under the' heading "Breaches of 
Privilege and Contempt" and under the general heading 
"Contempt in General", Erskine May says ae follows: "It 
would be vain to attempt an enumeration of every act which 
might be construed into a contempt, the power to punish for 
contempt being in its nature discretionary. Certain 
principles nay, however, be colleCted from the Journals which 
will serve as general declarations of the law of Parliament. 
It.may be stated generally that any act or Pmmission which 
obstructs or impedes either House of Parliament in the 
Performance of its functions, or which obstructs or impedes 
any member or officer of such House in the discharge of his 
duty, or which has a tendency, directly or indirectly, to 
Produce such results may be treated as a contempt even though 
there is no precedent of. the offence". 

HON CHIEF 

That was the matter that I was going to quote from my older 
edition of Erskine .Hay but I think the' text is .exactly the 
• same. 

YR SPE.A.KER:.  

Yes, it is. 

HON CHIEF 

I think .we are talking about rights of people. We are 
talking about the rights of the Gibraltarian to fight against 
the closure of the Dockyard, we must also talk about the.  
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rights of the people of Gibrolter to their elected represen-
tatives to be able to cCdrEss the House without intimidation. 
This is what I think we muot continee to do and re:31st any • 
other attempt. It may not hcve been meant to be intimidation, 
it may be that the pattern in England, where huge numbers of 
people ore. allowed to go into the Palace of Westminster and 
lobby Members while the House is' quietly going on with - its • 
business, cannot be rerroduced in Gibraltar because the' 
phydical situation of this building doesn't lend itself but, 
certainly, it is impossible to carry out our duties to the .. 
electorate end the House is made up of fifteen elected 
Members, one of whom is Mr Bossano, but there are another 
fourteen whose right to speak freely and without intimidation 
are as sacrosanct as those of Mr Bossano to defend the Trade 
Union movement. I hone that this will be seen in the spirit 
in .which it is said, not in any hostility towards either the 
subject that we are discussing which is of the utmost 
importance, nor of the right of the Trade Union moveMent.t6 
fight their fight in•the proper way. I did, as a matter of 
courtesy, indicate to the Honourable Member as he came in what 
my proposal was and I want to make it quite clear that nothing 
that the Honourable Member has said addressing a crowd trying 
to minimise that is going to stop me from carrying out my 
duties in the best way I think. It will be a very sad .day if 
every time we came here we had to be waiting for a crowd there 
to intimidate the way in which we have to carry out our 
business. That will be the end of Gibraltar. 

BON P J ISOLA: 

If the Honourable the Chief Minister will give way just one.  
second for me. As we are talking about a:subject that id ' 
very important, Mr Speaker, I would like to intervene at 
this stage to say that on this side of the House we support 
the sentiments that have been expressed by the Honourable and 
Learned Chief Minister on the right of the elected represen-
tatives of the people of Gibraltar to be able to meet and 
discuss matters of major importance to everybody in Gibraltar 
without any attempts at influencing us, intimidating us, or 
in any way trying to force us into coming to conclusions with 
which, perhaps, our consciences do not agree or agree, it 
would be a very sad day for Gibraltar if the general public • 
of Gibraltar were to feel. that we have voted in favour of Mr 
Bossano's motion because he has brought his battalions in .to 
force us to vote. 

At this stage the proceedings were interrupted as a result 
of an intervention from the Press Bench by Mr Michael Peetham. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Order, order. 'Constable, will you see that Mr Peetham is 
taken out of the House. ' 
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::CIS P J ISOLA: 

It would be a very sad day for Gibralter if that occurred, 
Mr Speaker, end I do hope that the Honourable Mr Bossano 
eeculd take an early opportunity of, telling the Mouse that 
the weople who cane up and demonstrated were.  there merely 
to ee.ere:..s their feelings on the subject, express•how they 
feel on the subject, and not there in any way to force this 
:House to come to conclusions to which it may or may not .  • 
agree. Thank you Mr Speaker. 

HUN J HOSSA7:0: 

.If I can just take up the point the Honourable Member has 
made. In fact, I 'don't know whether he overheard what I 
had to say outside but I did say outside that no doubt 
someone would wish to misconstrue their nresence there as 
an attempt to intimidate Members of the House. I was talking 
in Spanish dOwnstairs, of course, so that people can under-
stand what it is all about because a great many people are 
never present in the House of Assembly, never understand what 
it is all about, don't understand all the business of rules 
andregulations.and procedurese  but I think people understood 
cuite clearly what they were there for and, as far I am. 
concerned, what the people were doing downstairs was absolutely 
no different from what I did when I was in London with the 
Eonburable Leader of the Opposition and the Chief Minister in 
the House of Commons on the rationality Bill and I joined a 
lobby of five thousand workers froM Chatham and Portsmouth 
who were doing precisely the same thing to try and influence 
a decision of the House of Commons and they are perfectly 
entitled, apparently, under the UK'system to try and influence 
the decisions of the House. This is what people are trying 
to do here, they are trying to influence the decision of the 
House on a motion that specifically asks for identification 
with the Trade Union movement and that is why the Trade Union 
movement is lobbying the House of Assembly. If the House was 
to say additionally anything else, that is the privilege of 
the House to do so but what the motion seeks is clearly a 
matter of concern to the Trade Union movement because it makes 
specific mention of them. That is why they are doing the 
lobbying. 

HON CHIEF. MINISTER:.  

Mr Sneaker, I anticipated that because I was there and he was 
there, I said that the Palace of Westminster is.a huge place 
and each Member of Parliament can take four, five or six 
hundred lobbyers into a corner and listen to what they have 
to say, .others into other inside rooms, end-the House itself 
is carrying on its business and the'influence is to the 
individual Members on arguments and then the business of .the 
House carries on and is not molested or interfered with by 
loudspeakers or by anything else that will in any way affect  

the way in which they carry out their work. The attempt at 
nersuading people, which is .what lobbying is ell about, is 
one thing and unfortunately what we hoie had this morning 
is another. That in no way affects the substance of the 
matter which is the closing of the Dockyard but it is, I 
hope, something that if the idea.of lobbying because it is 
done in Enrland in that way, is intended to be carried on 
in the future in this way in matters of importance, I will.  
then ask the Trade Union movement generally to consider 
whether they can expect a fair end proper hearing, they can 
expect their elected representatives, because fifteen oepple 
must have been elected by a considerable. number of Trade 
Unionists and not just Mr Bossano alone, whether we can carry 
out the functions that we were elected to carry out without 
intimidation .  in a situation such as has hanpeted today. It 
is not a happy day for democracy in Gibraltar but it is 
perhaps one which we can wear as an example of what ought 
not to happen in the future in this matter. Today is a 
matter on which we are virtually agreed. Perhaps we are 
not agreed on the wording, perhapt other people don't under-
stand the wording. That is a different matter. But that is 
one thing and .attempting to pressurise and,. in fact, if 
ever there was a case in which there was no need for a lobby 
it was in this case because we spent most of yesterday 
morning' debating the matter and I answered Questions in a 
propermay and there were supplementaries in a proper way 
from the Honourable Mr Bossano and the business of the 
House was dime in the usual way. .Mr Speaker; as I was 
saying earlier this morning, when I met Mr Kitson he asked 
for the support nf the Gibraltar Government in an attempt 
at political action in the United Kingdom by all the trade 
unions.-  I readily agreed and as I was saying and I think 
'it ought to be mentioned again I said that,cf course, we 
could not be party to any action taken by the Union of an • 
industrial nature to which he replied :"Who is talking about 
industrial action?". The Honourable Member assented that 
that had happened at the meeting with Mr Kitson.  It is on 
that understanding that we are supporting the all-party 
approach that the trade union movement in. the United Kingdom 
is doing and it is on that understanding that I saw Mr Kitson 
and Mr Mick Martin on Sunday and on Monday evening with the 
shadow Minister for Defence, Mr John Silkin and the Chairman 
of the Labour Party, Dame.Judith Hart. I think that ought 
to be made very clear.because we must not fall into the trap 
precisely of doing something.that those who do not like us, 
and we, have a lot of friends in England but let it be said 
also that there are some who are not our friends as we saw 
on Spanish television-last night, the Chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the House of Commons. If he has said 
what he said pn Spanish television in Gibraltar he would 
have been hounded better'than what has happened here this 
morning. He said that we were Spanish before the restrictions 
started. 'Who the hell is Anthony Kershaw to say that? If we 
are to keep together in difficult times we have got to soften 
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corners of cur differences rather than accentuate them to 
get cut in the prccees'ancl it is in thet spirit, having 
forgotten :.het brio hannened now, that I prozose to continue 
in ry intervention. rr Sneaker, .the Honourable Member has 
slid that it is now clear that the Gibraltar Government has 
net suggested corrercielisation of the Dockyard. Of course, 
it hasn't, it nevrr did and it came out clearly in answers 
3ester6ay thrt the idea had come for the consultancy.that had 
been suggested by the ODA after the publication of the finite 
Paper to consider elternetive means. I should like to say 
that when in 1977, as I said yesterday, there was a Labour 
Government in office and there was a decision to. close the 
Dockyard on economic vrounds, not on'aefence grdunds but on 
economic grounds and I did my best to stop it, ecually a 
study was made by the British Government of alternative means 
because both the Labour Government and the Cpnservative 
Government state that they were commitea to the policy of 
"sustain and sunport". I say "state" because that is what 
they say. I believe that that is the case and I would be 
failing in my duty if I did not repeat it today even in the 
strained circumstances of the events of this morning that my 
impression of my visit to Lord Carrington, I may be wrong, 
but my natural impression of his reaction is that he proposes 
to helm Gibraltar to the extent that he is able to. I do not 
agree, and this aoes.  in no way alter the seriousness of the , 
situation, I do not agree that what happens in the United 
Xingdom cannot have any reflection as to what happens in 
Gibraltar. What happens in the United Kingdom and what 
happens in the world must have an effect somehow or other 
in Gibraltar. 71e cannot be living in an -ivory tower completely 
isolated from world pressures that do not affect us .when it 
is affecting the rest of humanity. To say otherwise is very 
pleasant for those who have to hear it but that is not a fair 
aseesseent of the world today where barriers are going down • 
certainly.in coreunicetions and the effect of what happens 
in one part of the world has a very direct effect on what 
happens in othensand that is something that we must bear in 
mind. It is true that perhaps some of the difficulties that 
are being suffered in England now by the British people are 
as a result, of the actions of the British Government but the 
British Government is the Government elected by the people of 
the United Eingdom.and therefore whenever that happens and if 
that hes any reflection here, I agree that we cannot either 
elect or eject Mrs Thatcher but what they do in the United 
Kingdom has a bearing here because what we are claiMing now 
is what the United Kingdom should do in Gibraltar. It has a 
bearing, we cannot shut our eyes and say: "To hell with Mrs 
Thatcher, to hell with the policy of defence, we want to carry - 
on irrespective of what happens in EnElend•or what happens in 
the rest of the world". If anybody in Gibraltar thinks that 
we can .live in that way then they are living in real cuckoor 
.land. It may not be pleasant to tell some truths because it 
is not popular but one would be failing in one's duty if one  

did not mehe these things clear and to give any wrong impre- 
ssion, or to give an iaprossion of the opposite is to mislead 
the people deliberately or unconsciously but that is to 
mislead the people. 1,e must be conscious of what is happening 
in the rest of the world. 11e must fight all the way as we are 
entitled to fight but we cannot forget what is hanpcning. in 
the rest of the world .and believe that we can go. home end leave 
it all to the, United Kingdom to do everything for us to maintain" 
things. that have been achieved here by struggle and not even by 
the United Kingdom so if it has been obtained by struggle both • 
in the trade union movement and both in the constitutional 
issue it must be maintained by struggle and not"by going home 
and sitting quietly and Pretending that Mrs Thatcher will do 
everything for us, That is the way that we must approach this 
matter and that is why the Government has got a duty despite 
the fact that it will support the condemnation of the closure 
of the Dockyard, that it will say that it will fight against 
it, perhaps not in the same words as the honourable Mover 
has chosen to use in this matter, I think with the greatest 

'respect he has misrepresented downstairs what has happened 
in this respect, many things have happened, many things have 
to be done before we come to this House and one of them was 
going to England and fighting the battle about which I 
reported yesterday. The fact that any time anybody as he 
has done many times can bring an amendment to a motion is 
something which is part of Parliamentary procedure. The 
people outside may not all understand that but it is most 
unfair to say that somebody has come out with something to 
change his.words and to say that there was no consultation 
before and he had only been given a few minutes' notice. 
That is rather less than fair to the kind of procedure and . 
Parliamentary practice that we have developed here over' the 
years.. In fact, he is one of the most courteous of the 
Members in Parliamentary procedures in the course of our 
proceedings and I am sure that it is not fair that he should 
make an innuendo that he has only been given a few minutes' 
notice. That is normal because other amendments can be 
brought in because this is a debating Chamber, this is not 
something that is cooked outside, this is what we are here 
to do'-.to debate, and to debate with reason and with logic 
and not have pre-conditions, ideas or matters already pre- 
pared in other spheres and come here to put a rubber stamp 
to it. I am sure that no member would be prepared to put a 
rubber stamp to what another member does•  if he does not 
believe honestly that that is the way it should be done. It 
is because we feel that the interests of Gibraltar end the 
interests of the Dockyard Workers and the interest of our 
continuing to be able to hdve a fight that we have a better 
alternative in the way in which this Matter should be 
proceeded with than the words of Mr Bossano which are not- 
magic because they come from Mr Bossano, they are just One 
way of expressing a situation because we believe that if the 
motion is passed as it is here it could be argued outside that. • 
it was a charter to the trade union movement to fight the 
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Dockyard closure in any way they liked. and- that I do not 
think is that either he wants or what'the Members in this 
House want. 

HON J ROSS NO: 

Ir the Honourable Member will give way. There are two 
decisions involved in this motion - one decision by the • 
British.Government which we disapprove of and one decision 
by the Trade Union movement which we approve of. The methods, 

,and the Chief Minister seems to have heard some of the things 
said downstairs but notcthers, the methods that the Trade 

Union movement uses in that fight, as long as they are not 
actually breaking the law, do not require the endorsement or 
the approval of the House of Assembly. Every trade unionist 
in Gibraltar, as far as I understand it, has got the right to 
take industrial action in defence of his interests already 
without endorsement. 

HON CHIEF MINI8TDR: 

Absolutely, but if that is so then do not come for the 
endorsehent and Use it as part of your policy and there 
is where we differ. 

HCN J ROSSANO: 

The Honourable Member gets very heated with me. I trust his 
performance with Lord Carrington is as good. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

He did not provoke me as much as you have done but if he 
had done so I would have done it. 

HON J RO&SANO: 

Anybody would think that I was closing the Dockyard. Lord 
Carrington closes the Dockyard and that doesn't provoke the 
Chief Minister as much as I do by speaking downstairs in 
Spanish. That is sad, Mr Speaker. . 

• HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is words that provoke attitudes. It is .that the Honourable 
Member often mentions about a rational approach to matters and 
I regret to say that the Honourable .Member in this matter is 
not acting 'rationally. 

-HON J BOSSANC)7: • 

-It is a matter of clarification to the House that appears not 
to understand what the wording of the motion I am moving ' 
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the motion and everybody else understand it differently or 
choses to unaerstand it diircrently. The honee is not being 
asked to approve the industrial action that the Trade Union 
movement will or will not take, that is a matter for the 
Trade Union movement and when the Chief Minister said that 
he could not endorse that industrial action and that he would 
need' to reword it to show that it was political action,. I 
said there is no problem on that respect. Whet I am saying • 
is the decision to fight or not to fight is the decision that 
the Trade Union movement had to take and has taken and how it 
fights is a matter that will be decided by the Trade Union.  
movement, just like the House of Assembly or the Chief 
Minister could have decided either to oppose or not to oppose 
the decision of the British Government and if I am being asked .  
to endorse a decision to oppose, it does not mean that I have 
to endorse how it is onnosed by appealing or by doing any-• 
thing else. The methods that the House uses or the methods 
the Government uses-are a matter for the House or the Govern-
ment to decide, but the decision that has been taken and that 
is what the wording says, it endorses the decision to fight 
the closure, either we endorse that decision or we don't but 
we don't try and look for things that are not there, Mr 
Speaker. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is of course one thing for the Trade Union movement to 
fight. The Trade Union movement have got many ways of 
fighting and nothing that we will do in this House is going 
to inhibit them but what. he cannot expect is to get a 
priori approval of the House to what the Trade Union metre-. 
meat may do. That he cannot do because then it would mean 
that the fourteen other Members of the House were sub- • 
servient to the Trade Union movement which I am sure nobody 
in Gibraltar wants us to be. It is in the light or that 
that I- propose an amendment to the motion and I have not, as 
the Honourable Member anticipated at the beginning when he 
was in a better form earlier in this meeting, that all the 
words.after "that" would be removed and other words would 
be substituted. I have left the most important part, in my 
view, for this House, the most important part for this House 
of the motion I have left unaltered and that is that this 
House condemns the proposed closure of the Naval Dockyard 
in 1983. That, I am not touching in any way in my proposed 
amendment but I am giving notice that I-propose an amendment 
whereby the words "and fully endorses the decision by Dock-,-
yard employees and the Trade Union movement to fight the 
closure" be deleted and substituted by. the following which, 

• in substance, is the same except, as he said, in more 
diplomatic language. We have to.use diplomatic language, • 
trade' unionists may not-have to use diplomatic language but 
the House of Assembly does and the House of Commons does 
because Mr Michael Foot the other day exercised his right 
to appeal to the National Executive Committee of his Party 
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to put his veto to a member who said he would manipulate 
Parliament and it is.for that reason and that reason only 
that he has objected tb a candidate for a constituency 
becauSe he said he would try to manipulate Parliament and 

- that is what we do not want to do and I am sure we are in 
very good company with Mr Foot, the Leader 'of the Labour 
Party. As I said before, substitute by the words: "Calls 
on the British Government to reconsider that decision and 
resolves to take steps, iraPonsultation with the Trade 
Unions, the main representative bodies and Gibraltar's 
friends in Parliament, to persuade the British Government 
to alter that decision". Mr Speaker, that part of the • 
motion in which other people are being brought in reflects 
the feelings in yesterday's debate about consultations in 
a wider sphere. That is What in any case I had proposed to 
do in the way in which we should go about it. Also, let me. 
say that that was the procedure that was followed, there 
hasn't been really time, as I said yesterday the meeting in 
London was an interim meeting following the visit of the 
officials here and it was an interim meeting to make a • 
point which produced, I think contrary to what the Honourable 
Member says apart from having produced Ziam, it produced a 
different climate in which to fight this matter. On that 
am cuite satisfied. l'hether it reaches its purpose or not 
is another matter. We did this in the British Nationality 
campaign, it was not fought with indUstrial action. I know 
thls is a different' situation but it was fought with 
reasoned and invited approach to the British GOvernment, 
it was fought with the response. proved 'right because we 
obtained the support of everybody and that is the feeling 
that I know exists in this House that was reflected yester—
'day and in fact, as-I• see, was reflected in the newspaper in 
which, occasionally, the name of the Honourable Member is 
mentioned in the Pagessof "The People". His name is 
occasionally mentioned in every column. Thank you. 

Yr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Honourable 
the Chief Minister's amendment. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, we. propose to support this amendment. We support 
it in pursuance of. the Policy of my party which I have 
declared time and time again, and that is that with the crisis 
that Gibraltar is faced now, there is need for a Gibraltar 
view of the problem that faces us and that in the formation 
of that Gibraltar view we must bring in everybody that is 
interested in the future of a British Gibraltar as we know 
it and therefore it is the view of my party and I hope it ie 
also the view of the Honourable Mover of-  the motion, that 
this must be a united stand made by the people of Gibraltar 
and it must be a united stand that is produced-as a result, of 
free discussion, free consutlation between all the people 
involved in this problem. In this House, we have got -.the 
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elected members of the three political parties in Gibraltar. 
Outside this House, we have got the Tree Union Movement, 
we have got the Chamber of Commerce, we have got the womeds, 
Association, we have got all the people who are affected by 
decisions that .any individual may make or any movement may 
make,. and it is the view of my party, and I put this without 
any restraint of any kind or any constraint of any• kind, 
that if Gibraltar is •to survive the crisis that we are . . 
facing everybody must unite and everybody must unite freely 
and have free discussion to take the action that we consider ' • 
necessary to save Gibraltar frOm this crisis. I amanot 
going to be dictated to either by the Chief Minister or by 
the Honourable Mr Bossano and ferced• into following any 
particular course of action until I have discussed it with 
them, seen the probable results and made a firm decision on 
it. Vihat.I am saying now does not'preclude.the Honourable 
Mr Bossano advising the. Trade Union movement' to fight in any 
way that he may think so. What he cannot do is ask me to 
endorse what he wants to give without first discussing it 
with me, Without discussing the pros and cons, without 
discussing where we go from therein any particular thing' 
he may do. No, I won't be told by the honourable Member -
what I .have to do. I haVe been elected by the people - of 
Gibraltar, my party has been elected, six out of eight 
candidates, to put forward 'the views of the people of 
Gibraltar. as we understand them, we who have been elected 
by .them. But notwithstanding that;• notwithstanding that,• 
we still think that in this state that Gibraltar is in today 
there is a need for all the brains of Gibraltar and all the i  
brawn of Gibraltar,.if he wants to call it that way, muscle 
as he calls it, to get together and work out a policy that 
is a Gibraltar policy because only -that way, kr 6pesher, • . 
only that way, and I stress it, will Gibraltar survive — and. 
it is a question of survival. It is not a question of 
suicide, it is.  a question of survival. I will not be a 
party to suicide, I will be a party to any struggle that 
has a reasonable prospect of ensuring that the people of 
Gibraltar survive as a free community with all the job 
opportunities and all the- favourable conditions that exist' 
today, I will fight for that but I will fight with my head, 
Mr Speaker. I will fight with a deep concioualiess of the -
world around me, of what is happening. I watched that 
programme last night. Isn't it extraordinary, Mr Speaker, 
in that programme, in an hour, how the Gibraltar situation 
was projected. in Spain. How easy it is, all the work that 
has been done in Gibraltar, to try and destroy it in one 
hour. Just bring people- in who couldn't speak very good 
English, or very-good Spanish, don't put in people.who made 
very'firm statements. I was interviewed in this House and 
•I thought I had done rather well. They didn't even mention 
me because I told them the first object of the Democratic', 
Party of British Gibraltar was to keep the people of 
Gibraltar and the territory British according to their wishes 
and that was what my party existed for. That was the end of 

78. 



the interview. Then we Ect somebody else who they preferred 
to put over, and this is the reality of life, this is what we 
have Eot to fight for. The fact that we burr. up something 
else will not get us whet we want, unfortunately. If I 

'thought it good I would be there.' Mr Speeker, in this House 
• let os think with reason and let us fight with reason, there, 
is a tine and a place for everything. I condemn the closure 
Of the Dockyard, my party condemns it and we have said and we 

' have put.  motions in this House to that effect, or rather 
amended the honourable Member's motions to this effect. We 
have said that the British Government has a responsibility 
Ao•Gibraltar, has a responsibility to maintain its economic 
viability and if it is to close the Dockyard and, unfor-
tunately, that decision is for them, then they must provide 
• a viable alternative and therefore, we oppose the closure 
of the Dockyard. We will fight for the British Government 
to reconsider its decision but we also want to know if they 
will‘say no at the end of the day, we do not want to leave 
the people of Gibraltar in the lurch, we do not want to 
leave them with no alternative and suddenly find ourselves 
with seven hundred, or eight hundred or nine hundred 
unemployed and we can give them no alternative because we 
have not sat down and thought of that possibility. I will 

- not be a party/to that, Mr Speaker. Gibraltar has to survive 
as we know it and as •.•:e love it and I. will play my part in 
that whatever may be said by anybody on it. The Honourable 
Mr Bossano said this was an important political decision, it 
is an important political decision and he said that the time 

. had cone for plain speaking. I agree with him entirely, the 
time has come for plain speaking;. Plain sPeaking using our 
heads. he said that the Gibraltar. Government is constrained 
but the Trade Union movement is not constrained and he said 
the Gibraltar House of Assembly cannot stand on one side. 
I think we are all constrained to a certain extent. We are 
all constrained because of the consequences that there could 
be for people if we make the wrong decisions because, you 
see, we are not all Gods. We could make the wrong decision. 

HON J ROSSANO: 

Or Mrs Thatcher. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Well, Mrs Thatcher is not God and that is the trouble. If 
she was God she wouldn't have clOsed the Dockyard, she would 
have been kind and good to. us but we have to be careful we 
don't make the wrong•decision. The Chief Minister has to be 
very careful. I, as Leader of the Opposition,have to be 
careful, the Honourable Member has to be careful, the .leaders 
of the Trade Union movement have to be careful becauSe it is 
not a question of having a fight and seeing how' far you can 
go and it you don't get away with it, that's all right 
another'day, no, it's not a question of that. Decisions that  

we'make can have some dreadful consenuences. I won't say 
what the duties Of the leaders of the Trade Union movement 
are, I just speak for the elected leedersof.Gibreltar and 
I include the honourable Mr hoseeno there beccuce he is cn 
elected leader of Gibraltar. • What we have to consider is, 
whatever we do, what the probable results and whet do we do. 
if things are wrong. For example, let us suppose that we 
just. say we.are going to fight the closure of the Dockyard 
.and fight it to the end,• in the street, literally,. and I am 
saying that, in the streets or whatever, what is the end .  
result of that if it does go wrong? What could it be? 
Could it be that Spain walks in. Thank you very.much. The 
place is in a complete ruin, they will sort it out. Could 
it be another power walks in? I don't know, I don't know. 
But I tell you one thing I do know. As far as I am 
concerned, as far as my party is concerned, we still consider 
very, very strongly, that the best option open to Gibraltar 
is still Britain and our policy Will be dictated by that. I 
know that is not a popular thing to say now having regard to 
the fact that the British Government has just said it is 
going to Close the Dockyard. I take the point that the 
Honourable Member said that he wasn't against the people of 
Britain; he was against Mrs Thatcher's Government. Well, 
yes, but unfortunately we didn't elect Mrs Thatcher's Govern-
ment, we are not part of Britain, we don't live in Britain, 
we are just a Dependent Territory, like Yong Kong and all 
these other people, and as far as we are concerned, as far 
as Gibraltar is concerned, it must, as much as possible, 
keep a reasonable relationship with whatever British • 
Government is in power because you say you are a. friend of 
Britain, or you say you would. do nothing against the people . 
of Britain, well, they have elected• that Government, for. . 
better or for worse, and in 198L perhaps they will elect • 
the same one or another one and then we have to keep friendly 
with that Government or try and maintain friendliness. What 
I believe we have to do in Gibraltar is try and persuade 
that Government, because we can't fight.  them, I don't think 
we have got ant' frigates here, we have got a Gibraltar 
Regiment and H.M,S. Caple.• What can we do? What can 
Gibraltar do to change Mrs Thatcher's mind, a woman who has 
fought against half a million in one industry and two 
Million in another and beaten them? What can seven thousand 
or eight thousand, or thirteen-thousand electors reasonably.. 
hope -CO gain taking into account the situation that occurs in 
England and it is my belief, and I may be wrong, and in 
taking that decision and in following that policy I may be 
wrong and I freely admit it•the same as the Honourable 
Member may be wrong,.my belief is that we will only. succeed 
with a united effort and everybody playing his part, there • 
is probably a need for oushing.of the kind that the 
Honourable Member is advocating, yes, there is - a need and\s  
then others perhaps can do a better job someWhereelse. 
But the persuasion of the British Government. is going to 
come in the last resort, if the Dockyard is not be be 
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closed, by a parliamentary majority against the British 
, Government. We got it in the British rationality bill. 

This °.:e, I think :rani--.1y, is a very different kettle of 
fish, a vary ci:ferent kettle of fish but we still require 
enough people in Parliament from all parties and we must be 
careful it is all parties, we must not fall into the trap 
of saying it is just Labour against Conservative because 
unfortunately for us the Conservatives have a majority so 
you. won't win if it is just Labour against Conservative. 
';,e have to bring in our Conservative friends as well and 
we have friends on all sides of the House. Also SDP, we 
are having an increasing number of them, too. We must get 
them all together and at least we must ensure that our 
friends in Parliament and that is the last word, literally 
the last word, that our friends in power exert enough 
pressure on the British Government to reconsider the 
closure of the Dockyard and if that fails at least to make 
them give us a viable, economic alternative that ensures 
the sane living standards for all our people in Gibraltar 
including all the Dockyard employees who are the people in 
the front line at the moment but, obviously, there will be 
others. They are the people in the front line, they are 
the people in trouble at the moment. Please do not get 
anything I have said wrong. I fully share and sympathise 
and we all deeply sympathise with-the concern of people ' 
whose jobs are in danger because until. you have that, 
until you experience it, you don't know what is is, I agree. ' 
Others do not have that experience and therefore people in 
the Lockyard could say: "They are not really concerned 
because it is not happening to them". I understand that 
feeling and it is true, it is a fact that unless you are 
yourself personally threatened .with it you tend to take a 
more, objective view. But sometimes the people who are 
threatened by it may well do things that it is not in their 

•: interest and people who are not may be able to advise. I 
would like specially the people in the Dockyard to get the 

.message from this House that we are concerned about the 
whole situation, about the position of them, primarily, as 
the affected party and then, of course, secondarily, and 
its important as well, the effects on the economy because 
it has obviously its effects. I saw a pamphlet before I 
came in which was being distributed and it is. true, I think, 
that they say there, these are facts. 'We are concerned and 
we are here all concerned and'i hone we are all fighting , 
the same battle here and this is the message I would like 
the Honourable Er Bossano to take out of this House when he 
goes and addresses another meeting, that we are not amending 
the motion because we are rejecting him, we are amending the 
notion because we, other elected 'Members of the people of 
Gibraltar, are fully aware of the struggle.before us, are 
fully aware of the problems but do not necessarily agree. 
that it can be fought in one particular way which is the 
one he has been describing, in fact, we are not happy about: 
the way he is describing it because we don't see the end of .  

the road in his argument. 7.e say it nust be fought on a 
much broader plane, it must be fought primarily on a poli-
tical position. We must draw the enormous fund of goodwill 
there is in the United Kingdom for Gibraltar in the Trade 
Union movement, as Mr Bossano has said, in Parliament, and, 
generally, in Britain. Let us not get too anti-British 
straightaway because we have been told they are going to 
close down our Dockyard. Let us not give an opportunity 
to those who are looking for other things for the'future 
of Gibraltar to come .in at this moment-of time and try and 
persuade people to change their alligiances. I will not be 
a party to that and I hope no honourable Member in this 
House will be a party to that. Let us, therefore, Mr Speaker, 
fight together but let us fight generally together, Let us 
talk with each other. Let nobody come along and say: "Row, 
we are going to do this and now you damn well agree to it". 
I say that to the Chief Minister in the same way I say that 
to the Honourable Mr Bossano. We haven't got power, Mr 
Speaker, we have got 'six elected members and the Chief 
Minister 'decides what is done, he has got•power, the executive 
arm, .My Honourable friend here appears to have a lot of 
influence in another place and he can produce action. As far 
as we are concerned we are just a political party in Opposition 
and all we can do is-talk and tell people what we think and. .. 
hope that we will have an influence on their thinking and on 
their way of action. Mr Speaker, we have said it two or three 
times and it may be finishing our chances in the next general 
election; we are saying that we will support a Gibraltar view, 
a united stand by everybody who has feeling and cares for, 
Gibraltar and its future and this is what I would appeal for 
and that is why I am supporting the amendment of the honourable 
and Learned Chief Minister and I hope the honourable Mr Boasano 
will also support so that we can have a united motion on some-
thing that is very dear to the hearts of all of us and 
especially, of course, to the people of Gibraltar. 

HON A .7 CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, the strength and ability to survive of the people 
of Gibraltar since the Spanish campaign started back in 1963, 
has been primarily based on our ability to close ranks in the 
past when Paced with really crucial issues and the issue which 
is facing us today is, perhaps, the most crucial in.our ' . 
history. Today there is a greater need for unity in Gibraltar 
than there has ever been before. One only had to look at the 
crowd outside earlier this morning to see that there you had 
people of every political complexion in Gibraltar, supporters 
of the GSLP, of the AACR, of the DPBG, people of an indepen-
dent frame of mind and yet.theY were united there in expressing 
their concern at the Dockyard closure. I think,. hr Speaker, 
that in this House also we see the strength inherent in 'the 
democratic-  system in the system of Government and Opposition 
where'there is healthy debate and where if we do not agree at 
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least we abide by the principles of democracy. I say to 
those who acvocate aoine z;ilay with the system of Government 
and Opposition ar.a introducing.  a Committee System or who 
call upon the need to have a.coalition Government, and that 
call is being made in certain Quarters recently, I say to 
them that they are mistaken because if we can achieve 
essential unity on the crucial issue of the Dockyard closure 
ana the effect that that will have on our economy and quite 
apart from that we can continue to. debate and disagree and • 
qearrel, if necessary, over other minor matters, and if the 
Opposition can continue to keep the Government on its toes . 
an'these other matters, then that is what democracy is all 
about, that is what the Westminster principle of Government 
and Oeaosition is all about and I think that ultimately 
Gibraltar will gain by that. Basically, I think Gibraltar 
is united on this issue and therefore there' is no need for 
us to try to sweep under the carpet other matters and have 
stagnation in the political life of Gibraltar. Mr Speaker, 
when small.nations are faced with crises the people essen-
tially are united. In the State of Israel it is said that 
it you put two people into a room they leave that room having 
formed three political parties and I am sure that that is the' • 
way things are in the conduct of their everyday affairs. The 

• Israelis disagree and ouarrel bitterly in their healthy 
political life but on the essential issue of the survival of 
the State of Israel they have demonstrated in a historical 
'manner their ability to face enormous odds and conquer and I 
think the short history of Gibraltar and the short history 
of our struggle since 1963 is very much along those lines 
because we have been threatened with extinction by a large 
neighbour who it is clear still has very little goodwill for 
us. Where I quarrel with what has happened this morning es 
that I think it was a good thing that there should-have been 
a demonstration, a walk-out by people showing their solida-
rity but there was no need whatsoever for the proceedings 
of the House to have been interrupted and for the people 
outside the Chamber to have been addressed. If the matter 
had been left at that and if we had been able to carry on 
with our business here, I think that that would have been a ' 
very good thing indeed. But, of course, perhaps because there 
is a need even within Trade Union movement for some leaders 
to try and get advantage over others and to upstage them, 
someone had to address them and therefore a second speaker 
also had to address tier in order not to be upstaged,. That 
is what I think has been unfortunate and I do not think that 
any credit has been derived from that but perhaps, Yr Speaker, 
if in life we can draw benefit from our experience and.build 
on that, perhaps that is a goodsthing in any case. Therefore, 
having regard- to what has happened I very much hope that 
people will realise that this cannot be the pattern for the 
futuree This. is not the way in which we have to struggle over 
.the next year or so. The Honourable Mr. Bossano, in introducing 
his motion, spoke.  about the duties that elected Members have. 

He said that we are not elected order to have a social 
standing in the community. I could not agree more. Ly own 
position and •my whole attitude, to the matter is entirely 
ailferent. I. was perfectly happy doing that I think is a 
useful job as a schoolteacher and I left teaching perhaps 
because I felt that the vocation that I had for teaching 
should be subsumed by a vocation to serve not just children 
in a particular setup but to try and pet my humble talents 
at the disposal of the people of Gibraltar, Something that 
I will continue to do for as long as people want me a 
democratic situation but I have a painfull experience of what 
happened seven years' ago almost to the day on 16 December 
1974, and happily, that has not happened this morning and if 
there had been any indication of that happening my attitude, 
Mr Speaker, would have been to pack up, to go home, to go 
back to teach and serve children in a humble capacity and I 
would leave the Government of the affairs of Gibraltar to 
anybody who would be happy in that situation to pick up the 
cudgels. It has been said in an official communique issued 
by the headquarters of the TGa] in London that the move of 
the British Government to close the Dockyard was the beginning 
of a sell-out to Spain, a sell-out of the people to Seain. I 
do .not know whether when Mr Bossana said that he thas never 
had much trust in the present British Goverment he was also 
perhaps hinting at that. I would have agreed - perhaps I 
would have been very suspicious as to the motives of the 
British Government if Chatham and Portsmouth had not also 
been affected. If the closure of the Gibraltar Dockyard had', 
been in isolation perhaps I would •have been suspicious but • 
if that is the case then we ought to have been very suspicious 
as to the motives of the Labour Government in 1977 when they 
were seriously contemplating doing precisely that. If we 
should not have much trust, as the Honourable Mr Bossano said, 
in the present British Government, then what about the left 
wing of the Labour Party? What about the Frank Hooleys, the 
Frank ecNamaras of this world? I have always suspected that 
in a situation in which the left wing of the Labour Party was 
in office in the United Kingdom and the Socialists were in 
Spain, they would all get together in the spirit of Socialism 
and sell Gibraltar down the river. What I am saying is this, 
Mir Speaker., that as an elected member of the House I do not 
care what Government the British people elect. I have my own 
private views about the Political parties in the United King-
dome but I do not care as an elected member of the House what 
party they•elect provided that British Government behaves and 
acts towards the people of Gibraltar in an honourable manner 
and if they .don't I .will endeavour fight 'that British 
Government regardless Of its political complexion. 'But what 
I am not prepared to do is to fight the present British 
Government becaupe I. do not happen to share its political . 
ideology.  Undoubtedly, the response of the British Government 
to our aspirations and to our representations has been dool 
but that is the response of the present British Government to 
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everybody, they are cool to everybody and-not just the people 
of Gibraltar. Again, if they are not fair. to working people 
in Citralter I will fight them but what they do with the 
working people in the United Kingdom is a matter for the 
people of the United Kingdom and if they do not like the 
British Government then there is a remedy in 1984 they can 
bring then down or Is ras done with Mr Leath now that Mr 
_Arthur Scargill is leading the miners, no doubt they can use 
the miners to bring Mrs Thatcher down but that is a matter 
for them and not for us here. Let me warn the House, Er 
Speaker, that if we are to be successful in diversifying the 
economy of Gibraltar and in finding even supplementary 
alternative economic activity, the land issue will be equally 
crucial and the fight will also be a difficult one because 
the MOD and the United Kingdom Treasury take a very. entrenched 
view of the ratter.. 7,hilst ye have got support from the 
-Foreign and Commonwealth Office, it is clear that there is a 
conflict of'views between departments of• the British Govern-
ment and therefore it will not be a straightforward matter 
for us to win through on whet is also a very crucial issue. 
The Honourable Mr Eossano referred or intimated that perhaps 
there was a danger of a policy of appeasement of the British. 
Government being adopted. He said that the time had come for 
plain speaking. 7,e have had plenty of plain speaking. I was 
only this morning reading the record.of the meetings which we 
had with UK: officials at the end of November and if that 
wasn't plain speaking then I do not know what is but one 
thing is plain speaking within the four walls of a Conference 
Roo_ and.another one is plain speaking here in this Chamber 
or downstairs. That is cuite another matter. Of course, 
there has got to be• plain speaking and of course'we have to • 
ouarrel with the:British Government but we must always be 
guided by the nrincinle that we are ouarreling with people 
who are basically our friends, with people who have basically 
treated us decently and that is. what we have got to be careful, 
that is where there has to be a fundamental difference of 
attitude to the manner in which we approach Britain and the 
manner in which we approach Spain. That is the choice that 
the people of Gibraltar have - independence or whatever, as 
was said on one occasion and as I have also been hearing 
recently because that would appear to be the alternative if 
there is an anti-British backlash in Gibraltar. We clearly 
do not want to be Spanish so' therefore the only alternative 
is independence or whatever. That is a road that will only 
lead the people of Gibraltar into a takeover by Spain. 
Independence means a Spanish Gibraltar ultimately and if we 
want'to maintain our way of life and our real independence 
from our neighbour it is only if we ouarrel with the British 
Government, but as friends, and if we maintain ourselves.on 
target that it is only a British Gihraltar that has a chance 
of survival. 

EON MAJOR F J BELLIPIAVI: 

Yr Speaker, I would never dare to even think of telling the. 
trade union movement what to do or what it shouldn't do. 
It is their right to take whatever action they have within 
the laws of Gibraltar. I would certainly not try to inti-
midate them in any way on what - action they should take in 
the future.. The Honourable Mr Bossano has tried to explain 
that the crowd outside this morning were not trying to • 
intimidate us and I find that very reassuring. But I felt 
intimidated, whether they were doing it on purpose or not, 
I felt intimidated. Let me tell the Honourable Mr Boasano 
and. everybody in Gibraltar that if they try to intimidate 
me • I will always do' what I think is right. I am completely 
fearless of everyone including the British Government, the 
Chief Minister, Mr Netto and everyone in Gibraltar. I will 
do always what I think is right. It has been said in this 
House. that our best friends are in Britain and that the 
British Government ultimately is our best friend. Well, we 
have received a kick in the teeth from Britain and it hurts 
and as a boxer myself I have had ouite a few kicks and 
Punches in my mouth and it hurts but can you imagine what 
our enemies will do to us? I can think of other parts of 
the anatomyWhere it hurts far more. 7natever Britian has 
done to us now they are still our only friends. .'hat I am 
not prepared to do in the way the motion has been presented 
by the Honourable Er Bossano is to give a blank cheque to 
anybody to do whatever they like because we all know that 
there are people under the cover of being Socialist who are 
Communists and Anarchists. We all know who they are and they 
hide under the cover of Socialism but it is not Socialism it 
is Communism and Anarchy and what theydont want us to have 
here is a British .influence and what my Honourable Colleague 
has said on the question of extreme Socialism and left-
wingers in Great Britain and the Socialists in Spain and - the • 
Communists, if that were to happen, by gum, they would sell 
us down the river. Someone slse has said it better than me, 
Yr Speaker, that good leaders go'with the current of opinion'-
of people, but it has also been said that great leaders feel 
the current and then do what they think is right. I hasten 
to add I do not consider myself either e good leader or a 
great leader but I do consider-myself to be a sincere and an 
honest person despite the silly and idiotic remarks from the 
public gallery. . 

YR SPZAKER: 

Order. You must not refer to whatever happens in the public 
gallery. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, part of the motion of the Honourable Mr Bossano 
says "fight the closure in 1983". To me it is significant. 
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7.hy didn't he .prat tight the closure of the Lockyard. If he 
puts "fight the closure of the Dockyard in 1953" to me it is 
le:elicit that he knows that he cannot stop the closure of 
the Dockyard. It is implicit by putting 1983 and that is 
'the realist part of me which I will fight for. I will fight 
against the closure of the Lockyard, of course I aill, but 
I knot that we ere not going to be successful. 'That we have 
to fight for is for time, that is what we have to fight for 
and that is what we haven't been given. The Honourable Leader 
of the Opposition put it very well today, He has been a 

..realist. right, yes, fight, but if we lose what then? It 
would be very irresponsible of any Government, of any elected 
member, if he didn't have something in reserve behind him. 
That is being a realist. My family have served in the Dock-
yard between my grandfather, my father, my greatuncle and 
my uncle something like 160 years of service. to the British 
Government, of very loyal. service. In fact, my grandfather 
served for over 40 years and he didn't miss one day, not one 
day. I do not come from a capitalist background, I am not a 
rich fellow, my father was a Storehouseman in the'Dockyard • . 
and my grandfather was an Assistant Storehouseman, I am not 
a capitalist. I know what it is not to have money. There 
have been allegations made in some ouarters that I do not 
know-what it is not to have money. I had to go to work . 
because my grandfather died and we lost his earnings. I 
never had a bicycle in my life. The first bicycle that • 
came into my house was a bicycle we bought for my brother 
with my earnings. So let me not be described in different 
papers as a capitalist. I know what it is to'be without • 
money. What is important today, Mr Speaker, is that we are 
united in a fight for our survival but we must not lose sight 
who our enemies are - and I will not give a blank cheque to the 
Trade Union movement or to anyone to destroy the Gibraltar 
that we love. 

• 
The House recessed at 1.00 p.m. 

The House resumed. at 3.25 p.m. 

HON BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I wish to propqse the following amendment to the 
amendment before the House which seeks to restore the original 
motion and I would like to explain why. The amendment reads: 
That the following words be added before the word 'call°  in 
the third line of the amendment. The words are: "fully 
endorses the decision by Dockyard employees and the Trade 
Union movement in Gibraltar and the United Kingdom to oppose 
the closure and". The "and" is because it should have been 
there and it isn't, Er Speaker. In the amendment that we 
have before the House the word 'and' after the figures °19831  
is deleted as well which means that the motion would read: 
"in 1963 calls on the British Government to reconsider the 
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decision....". 1 at:. sure that was never intended. It is 
required for linguistic reasons ii' for no other. The amend-
ment that I am proposing to the House, ];r Speaker, I am 
putting forward because in saying I could not accept the 
amendment that we have, what I cannot accept about it is.in 
fact what it deletes ,end not what it adds. Let me sty that 
I do not see how one can argue, for example, that if. we have 
got a situation of industrial strife in Gibraltar.  and that e 
fails then what, without being required to apply the logic 
of that argument to any measure that we take. One Could 
equally say if we have representative bodies if ye lobby 
Parliament and a decision is still no,. then what. That. 
Question is always there whatever we are doing. I will be 
quite candid with the House. I do not believe that what-is 
being proposed in the amendment that we have, not in the one 
I am proposing, what is being proposed in the amendment is 
really going to take us any further than. the Chief Minister 

• has already taken us in his. recent visit to London in the 
sense that when we are talking about a Gibraltar view I think 
•the Gibraltar view which is the unacceptability of the 
decision and the discontent at the way that the situation 
has been handled by the British Government and at their lack 
of flexibility, to the extent that that is the Gibraltar view 
I think that view has already been put in no uncertain terms ' 
to the British Government by the Chief Einister and therefore 
to the extent that that is what a united Gibraltar view can 
put forward, I do not think there is any question that that 
has already been done. .If we are talking about lobbying 
Parliament andeso on, then certainly the British Government 
is not, in my judgement, very likely to listen to that sort 
of pressure if that is all that is 'happening, I do not.see, 
therefore, the Proposed amendment ae something in substitution 
of the actions that the Trade Union movement may bp taking 
but as an additional measure and I do not object to it as•an 
additional measure nor am I against taking part in it myself 
as an additional measure. In seeking to restore what was 
deleted from .the original motion, I have taken into account • 
the objections that have been raised to the motion as it was 
phrased originally and therefore I have replaced the word 
"fight" by the word "oppose" because as I mentioned, Mr • 
Speaker; in my earlier contribution, there is no question 
of industrial action requiringendorsement by the House, I 
think the people who are employed in the Dockyard if tomorrow 
they are given a letter saying they are going to be made 
redundant. in six months'• time, are perfectly entitled to take 
whatever industrial action they think fit or their Union thinks 
fit, I would. not come to the House to seek an endorsement of 
that action. ,'that the motion seeks, and I thoUght.  it was • 
perfectly clear, was an endorsement of the decision to fight. 
the .closure 'If the word "fight" has got connotations which 
are unacceptable to other members in the House, and I do not 
think we should mince words on this issue, then in order to 
be clear what we are talking about I am proposing that it . 

88. 



should read "oppose" the closure rather than "'fight" the 
closure and to make it further clear that I am not seeking 
approval of industrial action in the House of Aesembly, I 
am referring- to the Trade Union movement in Gibraltar and 
in.the United Kingdom because in fact the Trade Union move-
ment in the United Kingdom. is not expected to be taking 
industrial action on this issue, that they are expected to. 
be doing and what they are doing, is organising a publicity 
campaign within the Trade Union movement to explain 
Gibraltar's case and to seek support for it very much 
although not quite as limited but very much the sort of 
exercise that the CPSA in the United Kingdom undertook to 
do on behalf of their local membership when they were in 
dispute with the MOD, they were locked out during six months, 
the industrial action was taking place in Gibraltar.and in 
the United Kingdom there was a propaganda exercise inside the 
Trade Union movement where up and down the country people 
were being lobbied for support for the Gibraltarians who were 
in dispute. I think the Trade Union movement has undertaken 
to be doing this, has undertaken to carry out an exercise of 
making representations to the British Government on our 
behalf, of lobbying Parliament on our behalf, of seeking the 
support of the TUC, Trades Council and trade union branches. 
in the country. That is the action the Trade Union movement 
is going to be doing in the United Kingdom. In fact, that is 
part of the opposition to the closure but the motion seeks 
support for the decision to oppose the closure just like it 
sought before support for the decision to fight the closure 
because, in fact, it is not the actual methods that are 
adopted that need the approval of the House of Assembly, it .  
is the sentiment, the decision not' to accept that closure. -' 
I think that has got to be clearly'understood. Viith all 
that has been said about being used and being made to be 
anti-British and all the rest of it, let'us be clear about 
one thing it is not that we are choosing to take. on the 
British Government, it is a British Government decision, 
not Ours. We have not decided that we do not want a 
military base in Gibraltar and we are going to kick the 
British out as they have done in other colonies. The British 
Government has decided that it no longer needs the Dockyard 
and therefore they are pulling out - as simple as that. They 
decided it in the full knowledge of the consequences because • 
the consequences were spelt 'out to them before the decision 
was taken. We now have to carry out an exercise at a. 

- political level to get a public reaction against that 
decision but the people involved in the Dockyard themselves, 
and I think that needs to be clearly understood in this 
House, it is no good, Mr Speaker, if we just go along with 
the notion that we can prevent this from happening by 
collecting -signatures, by sending letters to Members of 
Parliament, by sending a delegation to the houSe of Commpns 
and at the same time as we are doing all'that the process of 
closure is actually being implemented. That is certainly not • 
on because if they.start giving redundancy,notices to people,  

if they start demarcetinL an area for the naval base and an 
area for the commercial dockyard, they start bringinE in 
people to look at the place and.i.ubmit tenders, then all those 
moves will be resisted by the people whose cooperation is 
required to implement that. '.'e cannot expect those people to 
simply sit back and allow all that to happen whilst we are 
writing letters• in the hope that the machinery that is being 
put in train will somehow all be undone at the end of. the 
day. That is not on and therefore I need to spell quite 
clearly to the House to the extent that I see the envolvement 
of the House of Assembly which in no way can be either a 
curtailment of the freedom of action of the people" actually 
employed and actually under threat of redundancy nor am I 
asking members of the House to say ,that they will support 
whatever action dockyard workers take. I'am not saying that.. 
The original motion did not.say it and if it was not clear 
enough in the original motion then I hope it will be clear 
enough in the amendment I .am now proposing and that the 
House will be able to accept this because that would enable 
the motion to be carried unanimously as I would then be able 
to support the amendment proposed by the Chief Minister. 

Mr Speaker proposed the cuestion - in the terms of the 
Honourable J Bossano's amendment to the amendment. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr speaker, I have not got the advantage of the crowd down-. 
stairs to go.and tell them what is happening here with the 
note that I have been given just as I came in. My friend at 
least had the benefit of an hour or two before he was able:to. 
do that but we can deal with this without the need of consul-
tation downstairs. The Honourable Member has made a remark 
which goes to the root of the difficulties one can find in 
this amendment and that is that all along the line the Trade 
Union movement may well or will oppose any studies that are 
made, anybody that goes to find out this or the other. 
ithilst on the one hand we oppose the closing of the Dockyard, 
on the other hand we, the Government, consider that we have 
the responsibility of finding out what is going to happen. 
If all the Trade, Union efforts fail, we in this House are 
going to support, endorse, the action that the Trade Union 
movement is going to take which could well be contrary to-the 
action which the British Government, in consultation with the 
Gibraltar Government, consider it necessary to carry out 
certain preventive measures or preparatory measures. That is 
the difficulty. It would have been easy, having regard to 
the events this morning, to have said that we reject'this, we 
stick by ours, we have got the majority, but that I do not 
think is good either.' Do I understand the Mover now to say 
that on that basis he accepts the amendment and accepts the 
deletion of the 'words in my amendment? 
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HON j BOSSANO: 

I am.acceoting the amendment moved by the Honourable Chief . 
Minister. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Then in trying to take a view that will be as constructive 
as possible but will leave the possibility of a consensus, I 
have an amendment. to• this amendment. Because wp have 
objection, and I have had a yxrd with the Leader of the 
Opposition, because we have objection to endorsing in advance 
any action that the Unions can take which may not be the 
action which in the view of the Government is the night move, 
I think the answer could be met by substituting the first 
two words of "fully endorses" in order that it should be 
conscious of what the Dockyard workers are doing, and 
substitute the words. "takes note of" the decision of Dock-
yard employees and the Trade Union movement in Gibraltar 
and the United Kingdom to oppose the closure. Note is taken • 
of the fact that that is what they are going to do. On that 
basis, of course, I would be.ouite prepared to accept the 
amendment on behalf of this side of the House. 

MB SPEAKER: 

ie can do this in one of two ways. We can have a short 
recess so that we can get a concensus motion or you must 
move the amendment -so that we can hear the amendment to' 
the amendment because otherwise we do nothear the views 
of Mr Bossano. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

As far as I am concerned if the Honourable Member wants time 
to consider it, then let us have a short recess, I have no 
difficulty. 

MR SPEkKER: 

So that your proposal now is that the amendment to the amend-
meat should be further amended by the deletion of the words 
"fully endorses" and the substitution therefor of the words 
"takes note of". 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Wnat I sm saying is that the Honourable Member may want-to 
think about it to see whether he accents it. It is done in 
a spirit of conciliation despite everything. It is done in. 

• a spirit of trying to find a consensus view of the whole 
.House, otherwise I would be compelled to reject the amendment 
and come back to the first amendment. 

ER SPEAN.hli: 

Yes, but the only way we are going to find out what Mr Bossano 
is going to do is either by proposing the amendment to the 
amendment or by recessing. 

Mr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the 
Honourable the Chief. Minister's amendment to the amendment 
to the amendment. 

HOB P J ISOLA: 
• 

Perhaps I should say whet-our view is.to this amendment. I 
would not like to Let involved in a series .of amendments 
unless they era going to be successful.. I support the view 
that perhaps the Honourable L:r hossane should tell us whether 
he would go along with that amendment because otherWise it. • 
would be better to take a straight vote end - not find ourselves.  
with an amendment that we haven't-really asked for, I think 
•we would go along with that, I think this house can quite . 
properly take note of the decision that has been made by the 
Dockyard employees, the Trade Union movement-in Gibraltar and 
in the United Kingdom to oppose the closure.• I notice that 
the United Kingdom has been brought in now. I don't know 
whether that means that the United Kingdom Trade Union movement 
was prepared to oppose the closure, but not to fight it now 
that the mover is changing the word from "fight" to "oppose". 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I have explained it already but I will explain it 
again if the Minister will give Way.'. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

What I am saying is that I don't know whether the United 
Kingdom is being introducei now because the phraseology has 
been changed, because it was not in the Honourable•Member's 
original. motion. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I can answer, Er Speaker; if he will give way. 

HON P JISOLA: 

I will give way. 

HON j BOSSANO: 

If he doesn't want en answer then he Can keep en asking me'but 
I cannot answer because' I am.not allowed. to answer sitting • 
down. ..U.be reason, as I mentioned when I moved the amendment, 
was that the word "fight" which I can tell the House that as 
far as the news services in Gibraltar are concerned, when 
they reported the.matter at midday in Spanish, they used the 
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word "oppose" as being obviously synonymous with "fight", 
so as mar as I am concerned, I am putting the word "opp6se" 
there simply to meet the objection that was raised originally 
saying that the reason why the motion could not be accepted • 
was because I was asking this hduse to approve industrial ' 
action. The reason why I have included the Trade Union 
movement in the United hingdom is because the Trade Union. 
movement in the United Kingdom has committed to fight the 
closure but has not committed itself to taking industrial 
action. I could have equally said the Trade Union movement 
in Gibraltar end•in the United Kingdom to fight the closure, 
or the Trade Union movement in Gibraltar alone to oppose the • 
closure. I have put those two things in in order to reassure 
Members that they are not committing themselves to being in 
favour of industrial action. That is a reason- and' that is 
the reason I gave at the beginning, Kr Speaker. That is the • 
only reason. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I see that. The only thing I was commenting on was not in 
the change of phraseology but in the inclusion of another 
party, the Trade Union in the United Kingdom, which wasn't 
in the original motion. I didn't know that had any particular 
significance in this amendment. 

HON- CHIEF MINISTER: 

It certainly has more if we say that we "take note". 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Anyway, as far as the amendment goes I think we would go 
along with it if the Honourable Member accepted the amendment 
proposed by the Honourable and Learned Chief Minister that 
this house is taking note of the decision of Dockyard employees 
and the Trade Union movement to oppose the closure because 
,e et is not inconsistent with the view that we are putting 
forward-that we should have ;consultations. If the Honourable 
Member then accepts the rest of the motion, which is calling 
on the British Government to reconsider the decision and • 
resolves to take steps in consultation with everybody then, 
perhaps, we could achieve what I think all Members of this 
House would want and I think all the people of Gibraltar would 
want, a Gibraltar view. ,hen I talk of a Gibraltar view, I 
am not just talking, Mr Speaker, and that must be obvious to • 
the Honourable Mr Bossano, I am not just talking of a 
Gibraltar view of how we regard the thing, do we oppose or 
do we not. ahwe I am talking of a Gibraltar view, I am talking 
of a view of what our policy is and how we are going to 
implement it. I would hope that if the- Honourable Member'is 
suppor:ting this amendment that has been suggedted by the 
Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister and supported by this 
House and accepts the amendment that is now being put,under  

which the house takes note of the decision of the Dockyard 
employees and the Trade Union movement, I am hopeful that 
if that is the case that could be a step in the right 
direction of.everybody discussing with each other what 
should be done in the circumstances. In those circueetances, 
we would support the amendment proposed by the ChiefTinister 
to the amendment proposed by the Honourable Yr Bossanc, and 
the whole amendment afterwards and I hope in the end we all 
know what we have done. Thank you, Yr speaker. 

HON .7 BOSSARO: 

Mr Speaker, let messy that the motion that I brought to the 
House was a motion designed to pet support for the decision 
to oppose the closure or to fight the closure, support for 
that decision. ,It is ouite'clear that the House is not 
willing to state clearly and categorically that it supports 
the decisiOn but that it notes the decision. I think the 
House has got no choice but to note the decision. Quite 
frankly, I do not see how we in this House of Assembly can 
ignore what is going on outside and I think it would have 
to note if' there was a general strike in Gibraltar. It 
wouldn't necessarily have to ensorse it but it would certainly. 
have to note it. If that is as far as Members are prepared 
to go, then I will accept the amendment rather than find my-
self voting against what I assume to be an attempt to be 
constructive in the original amendment that we are discussing. 
I have made it absolutely clear that my opposition to the 
original amendment stems not from what is being added but 
from what is being deleted and that is why I cannot support 
it because I cannot support the deletion of all the words • 
after "1983". It is because I would rather not vote on a 
motion that calls on the British Government to reconsider • 
the decision and because I am prepared to participate in any 
attempt to persuade the Government to alter the decision that 
I am prepared to accept the proposal that the House should 
note what the Unions are going to do but I have to make it abso-
lutely clear what the GSLP line is on the. question of looking 
at alternatives, that it is not our responsibility to find • 
an alternative to a situation created by the British Govern-
ment, 

 
firetly, and, secondly, _that it is not feasible to 

fight alternatives to running the economy of Gibraltar on 
the basis of having to deal with the Gibraltar economy in 
bits and pieces. I think it goes to the very root of 
Gibraltar's constitutional position and-to the very root 
Gibraltar being a colony and the responsibility for the 
economic management of Gibraltar. That is our political 
stand on the specific action that the Trade Union movement 
will take, to defend. its members' interests, the House fully 
well knows that I shall have and my party shall have no 
problem in giving political endorsement to that action and 
defending that action at a political level. If the other 
lembers can only note that it is happening, well, no doubt 
they will have lots of things to note from now on. 

of 
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h011 CHIEF MINISTER: 

I am glad that• the Honourable Lember has accepted this 
amendment to his amendment because by my amendment this 
morning I didn't want it to be thought, or. rather it was 
never intended by the emendtent, in fact, the Trade Unions 
are mentioned there, and I am grateful to some extent to 
the first part or rather the motion-  subjectoto . the amendment 
I have made because it puts the picture of the situation 
quite clearly because as I see' it now, insofar as we are 
concerned, no doubt the original motion will be voted and 
so on but as far as we are concerned now, the motion will 
read: "This House condemns the proposed closure of HI.: 
V.eval Dockyard in 1963, takes note of the decision of the 
Dockyard employees and the Trade Union movement in 
Gibraltar and in the United Hingdom to oppose the closure 
and calls on the British Government to reconsider that 
decision and resolves to take steps in consultation with 
the Trade Unions, the main representative bodies and 
Gibraltar friends in Parliament, to persuade the British. 
Government to alter•that decision". That seems to me an 
eminently suitable form of expressing the concern, taking 
note of what the Union is doing without necessarily involving 
the House of Assembly in anticipation, which in any case it 
is stated is not the intention, and we could have a consensus 
view. 

hr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the 
affirmative and the amendment to the amendment to the amend-
ment wad accordingly carried. • 

SPEKALR: 

The question which is before the House now is the amendment 
as moved by the Honourable hr Boseano, which reads; "Takes 
note of the decision by Dockyard employees and the Trade 
Union movement in Gibraltar and the United Ringdom to oppose 
the closure, and". 

L'r Speaker then put the question.in the terms of the 
Honourable J Bossano's amendment to the amendment, as amended, 
which was resolved in the affirmative and the amendment to • 
the amendment, as amended, *as accordingly carried. 

LP SPDLEBR: 

The question before the House now is that the original 
motion as moved by the Honourable Er Bossano should be • 
amended by the deletion of all the words after "1983" and 
the substitution therefor of the following; "takes note .' 
of the.decision of Dockyard employees and the Trade Union 
movement in Gibraltar and in. the United.  Kingdom to oppose 
the closure and calls on the British Government to reconsider  

that decision and resolves to tt.ke steps, in consultation . 
with the Trade Unions, the main representative.bodies and 
Gibraltar's friends in Parliament, to persuade the British 
Government to alter that decision". 

hon L'AJOR I: J PELI'LA: 

hr speaker, you know better than I do that we always start 
•our sessions here with a prayer and I elways remember one 
bit of that prayer which says: "Send down thy Heavenly 
'iisdom from above". I have the feeling that, this wisdom 
has. somehow come to this House on this occasion at the most 
appropriate time. I was sure, when my Honourable Yriend 
introduced the motion to start with, that eventually, in the. • 
way that we always do, very forcefully at the beginning, 
gradually listening to the arguments from the other side and 
from all quarters and accepting that in e trUe'demoeracy one 
can always soy: "I any be wrong" and no one has any right to 
look down upon that Man because by accepting that perhaps he 
was not absolutely right or that perhaps he was not projecting 
the view of the•majoritY of the House and of Gibraltar as a 
whole, he should somehow find a compromise. '3n no way, in no 
way,. must a person who has got the greatness to accept that, 
feel defeat because that is not defeat, that is success,-  in 
that it is obvious that in this particular issue which • 
affects Gibraltar so very seriously, that this is the time 
when people must, somehow, give way from any strong views 
that they may have and accept that. it is only by consensus, 
by total agreement, that we can carry weight.in.other 
quarters. I, for one, am extremely happy that this has come 
about. I have been away from the House because I was . . 
recording a political broadcast and there Iotaid that•it was 
very essential that the whole of Gibraltar should- 
rally behind the Government 'on this most important issue 
which is affecting us today. Recriminations, accusations or 
anything else like that is not going to help in any way. The 
wisdom, either from above or from within us or whichever way 
we want to take it and a good sense of humour, wisdom and - 
humour, are the two most essential factors of democracy. 
This, I think, we saw. here today earlier in this. House not-
withstanding there were very tense moments, a laUgh could . 
easily come about at the end and this is the true sign .of 
democracy. It is that sense of humour. that won Britain the 
last war and it is .that sense of humour, I think, that we 
must always keep in this House if eventually we are going to 
defuse the situation and arrive et the right conclusions. It 
is interesting, hat asI wasogoing down Main •Street after our 
lunch break, I came across a number of people who were down-
stairs and they all told me that they had not gone there in • 
any way to pressurise anybody but in fact to show•support for 
the matter not necessarily the motion but the matter that was 
being discussed in this House. I am so glad, Dr Speaker, that 
this is in fact what is happening here today. We can look 
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ahead, Speaker,-to a Load, strong, united front in 
Gibraltar which follows, I think, the call of my honourable 
:Friend and .Leader of my Party, Er Peter Isola, who has always 
been saying for a long, time now, .that on this issue it is a 
question first of all of resisting any closure as a united 
front and, secondly, if there has to be a change the change 
has Lot to come about in a way that will guarantee as it goes 
along the economic position of Gibraltar now and for the 
future. I think this is the approach that the Government has 
taken and this is the. abproach that we must all take and this 
is the matter that the Union has got to take into consideration. 
As I see it, Er Speaker, the closure of the Dockyard is going 
to affect us in three ways - economically, which means our 
standard of livihg, but economically, too, it is going to 
affect our national security and also our personal security. 
I can understand the Unions being extremely concerned about 
the first one - the standard of living. They have got to see 
it in that Way, that is their main objective, that is what 
they have been created for, to defend the position of the 
worker and to defend their standard of living. and no one can 
say that as far as I am concerned I have not always supported 
and admired the Unions in that respect. They know it, I 
played a small but effective part in the CPSA dispute. .I made. . 
sure that representatives from England came over to Gibraltar 
and supported them. 'The Union also knoW very well how much 
agreed and supported the ouestion of parity. If now I see ' 

- the situation in the same way but I believe that their part 
is one side of the problem which is perhaps essentially and 
primarily the question of the standard of living', the question 
of a job, we in the house have got to see it in the light of 
persOnel security and national security. .In no way can we 
give away our national security or the Persenal.security for 
the sake of standards of living. I am sure that if it came to 
the crunch and you asked individuals: "V at do you prefer, 
your standard of living or your personal security?" I have • 
no doubt that the answer will be: "My personal security and 
the personal security of my family and the national security 
comes first". Bede-use if that is not so they are not really 
Gibraltarians because in a war, if you have to fight an enemy, 
do you think of your standard of living, of course not. It 
will have to go by the wayside because the first thing is 
defence, defence of your people and of your country and this '-
is the way we have got to see this. Our immediate and first . 
object is the defence of Gibraltar and its people. Of course, 
we must not forget the standard of living which we are not 
forgetting and which we do not want to forget and which is 
not justified that it should be destroyed in the way that I 
am _afraid the closure of the Dockyard will do. 'Mr Speaker, 
the Trades Council of Gibraltar in this.very good and to the 
point leaflet that has come out,.sets out very cleaily the.' 
serious-effects that this will have on Gibraltar. I am sorry 
that the consequences of this have not been brought to our 
notice earlier in the way that the Trades Council have done  

.it today because we see here not just in a :Corm of imaginative 
-thinking but with figures, what the position is. I hope that 
the Trades Council of Gibraltar can somehow add something to• 
this and send it to all the MeMbers of Parliament and to all 
the Yembers of the house of Lords because I know that they do 
not fully realise-what this means to Gibraltar.. Thcy are 
used to hear: "c,e close Chatham, we partly close Portsmouth". 
It does not strike.them .what this would bring to. Gibraltar. 
If Closing a dockyard in England meant the end'of the United 
Kingdom would they take it the same way? Because that is 
what it means to Gibraltar, but they don't realise it and 
this has got to be driven home. You must realise.that thete 
things are done by a Department. It is the Ministry of 
Defence who has been told: •"Somehow, you have got to' change. 
the whole policy and in changing the whole policy everything 
goes by the wayside". The Civil Servant who is given that 
brief has got to go ahead and do it. If they want' 
to effect cuts in the Navy they want to have their rum and 
drink it and they could not care less about anything else 
and this is the way they are looking at Gibraltar, they want 
to have their rum and drink it. They Want to keep the base 
but they could not care two hoots about the Dockyard. That 
is not the way that we can see this because the base is 
important and we want the base to. be here but st the same' 
time those who support the base somehow must be kept alive 
and the people must be kept as a people and if this is not 
done it is obvious that people will have to think and wonder 
whether there is an ulterior motive because no 'sensible 
approach to this problem would be taken in the say that is 
being done, without notice, without consulting the Government, 
so roughly done, no considerations for the feeling of the Gibralta- 
rians, no public relations to ensure and show what the fUtuie 
is going to be for Gibraltar. Vie do not even know what the 
study of the Dockyard and the conseouences to Gibraltar are. 
This is why I say I am so pleased that the Trade Unions 
obviously with facts and figures have produced this leaflet 
because now we have something concrete that can be shown to 
people, these are the facts. Before we did not know the facts, 
all we are told is that everything is going to be alright. 
We cannot accept that position and this House does not accept 
that position and quite rightly we don't and the Chief Minister 
has got all the support from us-, and I think of the whole of. 
Gibraltar, to make sure that that position is not accepted but 
whilst we talk here do you think that this filters through to 
people who should know, of course not. We do not realise that 
there'sre over 600 Members of Parliament and it is not so 
easy for them, they have their own problems in their own 
constituencies, they have their own unemployment which is 
costing them votes. Gibraltar does not cost them any votes, 
it is wonderful, in fact, it is admirable that those men who 
have got problems in their own constituencies which are much 
greater and much closer to them than ours and yet they have 
the time to think about us and fight for us and even give up 
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poitions within their .00h Government because of• this, because 
there are. L.cmbers of Barliement who because they have supported 
Gibraltar eel. never ever expect to be Ministers in the 
Conservative Government. So when some people start talking 
about B.ritain letting us down I think they are vcry mistaken 
arc they have got to be very careful before they say that 
because that is not the case. Britain is' not a department -
of GovernMent and there are great fights within the Departments 
of Government, there are great.fights inside the.Cabinet, you 
hear about the "wets" who literally are thrown out of the 
Government. Is the Covernment, by throwing a man out of the 
Cabinet, being anti-British to a Britisher? .1:o, of course 
not, that is part of the whole intricate way of democracy and 
we have got to see it in that way and not suffer from an 
interiority complex and say that Britain does not want us any 
more, that is not So. If we have good public relations in 
the United Eingdom wawill see tremendous support from the 
house of Commons and we have got to do it. We did it with 
the Nationality Bill and it proved a great resounding success. 
he beat the British Government, we beat Margaret Thatcher and 
that is quite an achievement. I can tell you one thing, too, 
I think she is a sport in that respect and I do not think she 
has it against us becaUse or that. On the contrary, if any--. 
thing, she will admire us all that more but what we have to 
be careful is to use our heads and not our feet on this 
occasion. If anybody is going to take any form of action 
they have got to think it through. If at the end of the day 
this does not work, what do I do next? Do we all jump over 
the cliff? Is it nihilism that we are preaching? That is not 
what we want, that is not going, to bring the security that •I 
said before and I am sure that in that situation the people 
.of 'Gibraltar would rather accept :a lowering .of their standard ' 
of living rather than their own extinction because otherwise 
we are going to do ourselves to ourselves what the Spaniards 
have not succeeded in doing in sij.teen years and it is 
stupid and foolish to act in that way. Therefore; Mr Speaker, 
not becaUse we have to think a plan through to the end does 
it mean that we need'be any weaker at the start; In fact, we 
can.even be stronger because when you know what your fallback 
positions are then you know exactly what you are.dbing. This 
is not something that you can act passionately on. Passion 
is all very well but what we need here is nerve more than 
passion so that if the situation gets worse we are in a 
resilient position to be able to hold it and we have got to 
get the people of Gibraltar to understand what the problem • 
is, to have faith in those who are now going to gUide them to 
victory and to act in the way that they.are told that they 
should and at the same timethe Government as it has already 
done in this motion has got to try and get as we have done 
before, the cooperation and the advice of the Trade Unions, 
we must be prepared to listen to what the Trade Unions have 
got to say. I am sure that there are lots of good things • 
that they can•do and when we know what they are going to do 
we can give them full supoort. • '.hat I, as an elected member 
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of Gibraltar, elected here by the people zanerelly, cannot do 
is give a blank cheque to anybody that -1 will pupport 
you in whatever you mcy do. That I cannot c;c becaua(_ that 
would be the abdication, hr speaker, of my reeponsitility and 
I have no right to do it because that is not what the people 
said. They bid nut vote Bob Peliza to. the House of .aeaerbly 
to pass on the trust they-put 'mc to yi:ody I liked. I 
might as well go and pass it on to Calvo Sotelo and let him 
do what he likes but that is not what the peOple said: There-
fore, my Honourable }riend in his motion unfortunately went 
too far but luckily through the discussion which is meant to 
take' place in this House, now,ge have got something that I am 
sure will produce a united front, a Gibraltarian vies that 
my friends spoke of earlier today. The Gibraltarian view, Mr • 
Speaker, that the Government has got to take. ';te cannot wait 
now, the clock is ticking and you can see that whoever wants 
to put this into motion is moving very fast and of course 
they are moving very fast because they want.  to get it out of 
the way as quickly as possible. Because once the thing is 
done, once you scramble the eggs?  Mr Speaker, you cannot 
unscramble them and these boys are experts at. scrambling. 
eggs and .. they are doing it very fast so we have got to be 
very careful that the scrambling doesn't take •place. There-
fore, I think the Chief Minister must urgently call all the 
representative bodies of, Gibraltar and-urgently prcIduce a 
plan of action. I think the Chief Minister said very rightly 
this morning that we cannot tell the Unions what do do, of 
course not, and they will probably be able to take action, on 
their own. They have and they will and no one is going to 
stop them. They may be told to be careful and not to go too 
far that what they are. doing may be counter productive and 
that instead of having a friend they may have an enemy in a 
very important place. Spitting in somebody's face if' ghat 
you are going to get back is a jolly good punch in the nose 
with a lot of blood coming out of it, I think is. a 'very stupid.  
thing to do. If you have not got common sense of course-you 
may do all sorts of stupid things but the thing is that in 
this instance it is the whole of Gibraltar that is going to 
suffer, and this is why we•have got to be very careful, this 
is why we have got to be so responsible, Mr Speaker, in our 
approach. I think this united front led by the Chief Minister 
with the full support of this.Bouse add the full support of 
everybody in Gibraltar I have no doubt gives him tremendous 
strength. He is now speaking.with the voice of Gibraltar and 
carrying with'him a Gibraltarian view. This must be made known 
in Britain as soon as possible. ti'r'e have got to get the Members 
of Parliament of all Parties. ?then I go to England and speak 
to members. of different political parties I do not identify 
myself with any of them, it is not productive for us to do so. 
I may have my' own personal views which id fact may change with 
events but one thing I do fs- I keep all the time with all' the 
parties, whoever,  they may bei to gain .  s much support as I 
can. Alter all, Churchill said in the last war at one point.  
"if necessary I shall pact with the devil". lie have to pact • 
with the devil if necessary to win so whatever the personal 
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political views of anybody in this House may be, as far as 
Gibraltaris concerned he has. got to forget about them with regard to. the United EingdombecaUse that is not going to 
help in, any Way. As "far,; a this. battle is. concerned for 
Gibraltar; ideology ehould.not,playa part. What-We-have to 
tight' ter isfor our hetel'and„;fer,pur peoPle4..and thit I 
think e:can Co •4ith great nUccess, ..Er _Speaker, I am. glad thatne*'.sonethitz:ean bedOnebOthiere in Gibraltar tO:rally' peopla:tOgether andAn:England,and:all.I:atk the Chief Niniater to do is- not to Watte.inch time about this becaute the time in 
not there to be wasted. 

HOWtHIBPIZIEIST: 

Er Speaker, the tension has subsided and I think we-bave'to 
learn a good lesson of the events of this morning for the 
future. Certainly,t4ne(thinghaseemeout clear and that is 
that thiSHOUtehither:Intentionally-mr:Amintentienally;-is 
not preparedtbba,intimidttedanYbody.from:carryingaut its 
duties7tO•thapabgki:014ibraliar. are not in-the position 
of the':Hotteepf:Co*Ons :Where thousands of people .can go into' a and4obby inqufetly 'talking 
about rang of"' the. thonsands: of,Problemsthat.go before the . - 
House of Cannons People;  come :;from different .parts 'df the 
country, they;1 aft ,to see: their+ 1P's;.:in :;the lobby, theT.P't. '% . " 
are intarested)O'kb*Ahe,view61,oftheirconstituents)and 
therefo.i"et110 41 -3,W4J-lx,4g4t AT-VerY-sPecialeffedt.ao, • I Oon!t, thinkthatthe,oOmparitonattemptedto,becarried,Cut 
to sy VerY;happY,one--, Anyhow, 2et,us,atdeastlearn ,' ,  that - thateverkleWak,peOpleney haya they shoul&be exprested,  at the:  right time ar;dcerteinly in such •a way:: hat the voices 
of the-,people'srePretentatives.whilst in ,debate can be. heard-
UnebStruCted.'Whigkpewered .loudspeakers. :65.th regard to the 
quick aOtienthat',thelionourable ,.and ;Gallant Lajor 
mentfaned;', before,Ieate-to 
'llouteI had jirrarigedWith, the,AdMinistrative Secretary to call;c 
.a prelitimarymeeting_OreVarYbedyfor.Tuesday at 5 .o'clock -.to. ' 
make - then'avare"Of:Ahe.:problen",and send them away to think4ind 
then' !we will havea.:4onger Werkingmeeting subsequentlydiS: 
that `before came:-'4:this libuse,•on_my way down,becauseI, 
felt, as ,the HondUnable reMber whO,has.just spokennaid, that 
we muttnbt-lOdeti!ne:end.that,despi_te,theholidays:and so on,' 
we had to haVe, aPrelatine7tIng,-it:only.to. involve the 
peop/eConeerneti=an&Zet„them;;g0- away,, and think about it arm1 
comp back. again.:Onaotherpointhatwas raised:by .the 
Gallant Member which4 didn't.Ainderstand-but.I think I ought%to 
mention,becaUSe;,dont ,wantitttobegivena-wrOng impressiOn. 
He taid'that„ournatiOnal..,neOurity'oonliibeaffected. 
hope'he.didt!t,Meancthatthe nationalsecurity-uouldbe-affeeted: 
by the,CloSUre.of the,DOckYard .insofar.  :as the security of • 
Gibraltar is cOncerna4 

HOE MAJOR R J PL.1,121A: 

Eo, of course not.' I was thinking that obviously Gibraltar 
has got to keep body ana soul together and if there is 
nothing coming from the normal industries that would keep us 
with a closed frontier, then we may have to look that way. 

'Since the Lisbon Akreement only says they will suspend the 
restrictions, once. we get geared to that and they clamp down 
again We are very much at a loss. Thit is what I said. 

HOB CHIF MIVISTER: 

I accept that the security is weakened if the economy is 
weakened. I say that because it is not often understood. 
that. the closing of the Dockyard, or the proposed closure of 
the Dockyard which we are going to resist, is one thing and 
the Naval Base is. another. The Naval Base will continue to 
employ. people, will continue to supply ships and will continue 
to be of importance strategically becauae.LATO ships will 
continue to call. The difference is that of course the other 
one, which is the more labour intensive parts, is the one that 
is proposed to be closed. Er Speaker, es the Gallant L.er_ber 
has said, we; normally try,_' that I think is the best achievement 
of this House„ to find a consensus because that' happens in 
moments of excitement is 'important for people to take note 
but: what remains on the record,and the motion that we pass 

- with all the. Members supporting it, tells more later on than 
the squabbles :that we can have at certain times. •I think'I 
would like to. finish up by saying that there is nobody in 
this House, whoever he may be and whatever his standing may be 
whobas the'monopoly to speak for the welfare of. the people of 
Gibraltar. The monopoly to speck for the welfare of the people 

- of Gibraltar. ia,divided amongst fifteen members. .Thank you. 

Mr Speaker then pUt the quettion.whieh was resolved in the 
affirmative and the Honourable the Chief Minister's smendmenent, 
as amended,. Was accordingly carried. 

MR 

Now.yehaVe the original Motion, as amended. 

HO1 1,EATHITOVE: 
. 

' Sir, we have hid three amendments and it now seems that we 
have come back_to what yOu'call the original motion, as amended', 
which,it going to be passed unanimously. I must say, Sir, that 
I am verYhappy_that this situation has come about. _Gibraltar 
has„;:gone through, in its long history, several periods of 

.difficultybut,perhaps it Might not be unreasonable to nay - 
that the-,. present; is one of the most crucial it his 
ever gone ,through since 'the .livelihOod of Gibraltar is very 
much at stake and at a time like this it is absolutely 
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essential that we have unity of purpose. But unity, sir, is • 
somethini. which, in my opinion, must emanate from this house. 
It must not tc started up by any outside movement; any out,' 
aloe , minority political party, whether they consider themselves ' 

. pro-Gibraltarian or, perhaps; pseudo pro-Gpanish. /;or must ' 
unity be dictated by what some people might call an incipient 
TOb'd_cT:!0ns 4-614-n1: 0 0:the: house. Unity.  mist come End :mist. 
deriVe frg.T.	 thia:hoUse, ' deli bert tiOns-  
w.174ori.rustbedoneWithodtany dUresa-  and With all the.  Oppor-- -• 
turnityin the' democratic" process for the Lembers to enjoy... 

saw one pc4Ster this morning which said that'krs'' 
na,tere is the' eneny.olVgibraltar. . Well, I would not say • 

i•tbat:She'is.':theienemyof7'Gibraltar but,  there are many people 
Who fe e is t!1.e ..e.nemyO±..: Great Britain:fa.  c t I,  den1t4':- 

got'VerY','Mtigti support iip' Chatham or7FOrtaMon$1*.Y..' 
But:.whetherWe like. it:'Or7not, - unfortunately; perhapi,'=1..fra 
Tnateher :is', therefor the-  neit.-tWo. years and although" we' 
don't have to .five with her phypically we have to IiVe'WithT 
her pciitieS and it does seem that Pier policy, 'Whether' we':" 
like it or not, eventually is going to be a closure of the,  
Dockyard. This is something, I think, that we will'-have to 
accept and realise with all the difficulties it. -may bring 
but what we have to do at the moment is not-accept her 
drastic' ruling that it has to close.  in 1983,.:Wehave,tosay 
and we have to.fight as strongly as possible, that'the=clesure"., 
should be delayed. It does appear that if. 
all that I would' think that perhaps-by .1,995,-:wel 
may not be quite so .essential because: surfaCefleets',MaYnot- 
be there. But one of the essentials, anii'itdgeaseem-“there' 
is a cossibility. from what Lord Carrington has said, there 
may be the possibility-of movement.by: the134tishGOVeinMeUt 
and we must use all our efforts and-gllour:fri:endsin 
Parliament and of course the Trade' Unlen 'movement""in" Great r' 
Britain, to help us, if there must.he a •closUre,:topush tne 
date back as far as we. possibly 'can withinreason-74t''ther: 
same time we must .say to the United:1;ingdOM: "If you are 
detertined on this closure, then of courae-YonMUst • gi'veUs 
some viable alternative". By a viable alternative, I mean 
an alternative which will maintain the level of employment, 
maintain the level:of wages. We don't want a 14!ase)L2ine \  
alternative.- Y4e,• .our part, are' doing .as muCh'as can to 
find our own alternatives. I don't think we.  are: wrong at.  all 
to look for possible; alternatives, 'one of them;pcisSiblyi' a 
commercialisation :of: the Dockyard. but we are :also, and we are' 
going. to have a co.naUltancy going to.'1.Ogis':at-Other waYs in 
which the economy ibra ltar-  can be booSted.: One ol-thd,  
ways which we are 4xeady w6rking .to, and:from:.w4iell we have 
hsd good results up' to now, is to turn'Gibraltirjinto a' 
finance centre. I was priviIedzed: to hear a'.:'gentleMe.n who is 
interested in Gibraltar being a finance centre, Speak the ,  • 
other day and he gave' some of the reasons Why','Gibraltaris 
chosen by finance companies as , a possible finance:Centre. One 
of the most important factors that he brought out was that we : 
have here a responsible Government and we have political  

security. This is something that we have been very proud 01' 
up to now am something we must-.preserya *at all.: costs. . This 
is something which not all doontries-klaV, Another finaLoe. 
centre, Bermuda, came under severe doU8t" One little time :ago, 
and quite' a lot Of people who were Willing-  to: invest,' there:. 
decided not to continue, in that area beOuse'of political : e 
instability.. One. of the things- We must have, lii,Gihraltar 
is, strong political stability and obviously that:can emanate 
from good democratic principles-as shoyhv by' this BoUae. I 
don't want, to;  labour the point, Sir; but' .there is .somewhere in t  
Some people's opinions, that Britain does-not owe Us' a living. 
That may be so, Sir, she may not owe us a .living but she-40, 

• , not owe us a dying either. 

HON AT LODDO: 

 

1.1r speaker, there comes a time when to denote,: accept or 
approve, one must do more than just rap a-'table or nod. I 
believe, there comes a time when every man .'Must-  stand' up: and 
be counted, It is often all too easy to 1;.i,c1e''al.th the tide 
.when it is popular.. it is just as easy, =but obviously not-  
as pleasant, to bow to intimidating pressure and also ride , 
with the tide. I believe that- such a-time is.  now. I also 
believe that as elected. representativeS,of'-tpe People of ' 
Gibraltar,. we should 'today stand' up ,and' say oUr'pi ace: 
make our, contribution whether; it is a long; one la:04o#' 
one but Aelce:our_ contribution so> as-to leave Rer Va.jeaty's" 
Government in no. doubta as-t o -the' UnaMini ty' of'Gibritatar 
on this great problem which we,  are faced4.withtpdaY; I said = 
on a-previous occasion that:the 'problem whiCW:ve"face .today, 
and.dt. is one of .survival, no more-and no-  less, problem 
that % is, not of our own taking and therefore is TiOt up to us .44 
offer solutions to this proble14 it is n.p;to'14.er 14jeaty' 
Government,  to offer they solution.. "But enough 
to say the :Dockyard cannot close beeauSe the-Pockyard can 
close. Oh, yes, it can close.' The queition 
close what is Her Yajesty's Gevernmeti'going,t6 4-, about 
I believe that it is up:to-Her.i:ajeStila.  •Govern*ne:U 0.04,z* 
us possible solutions should 7the 'Doe cloak*Ia' - 
to us then to study these so14iti ens. and'if,we-qnd.theri 
practicable, if we think - they are viable*ttl**acktiOna 
ere sound, we accept them. If they ere:'-not,:*erOect;theM. 
However, what we must insist en-ie'that5."th0e461*4.*. 
as they might be, work before any Clesuitake0Place"an4' one 
thing that is obvious is that:.-no'matter!,;Whap.solOiOns" 
offered, the time factor is certainiyhot, ong!'engligh-tO • - 
implement these solutions and see..whether$Ahey':yforW' I' be),:ieve:, 
t•  is Her Lajesty's Government'aiereapons&bilitytenatre 'that 

the Gibraltar economy remains-viabIe 
successive British" Gov ernmen ta,l'both;ZabotT,ana Ponserrati*e,. 
are to have 'any meaning, if their pledge tool'UlDPOWand sus aim ' - 
has to have any meaning, Tier 1:ajesty'S Government-muat ensure 
that. Gibraltar remains viable otherwise the pledge of support 
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and sustain could very tell become one of purport to sustain. 
having said this, :r :eneeker, I would humbly ask the house to 
foreLo any acrimony and for the-good of all Gibraltar which I 
am sure we all have at heart, that we unite for ours is a 

.comMon cause and united we will stand,-  divided we will 
certainly fall. I was going to say that we should show 
solicarity but under the present circumstances I -don't think 
it would be an -apt word to use. But, certainly, I can use the 
word "unite" and I hope that when we leave tonight it will be 
a united House for a common cause.. Thank you, speaker. 

HON A J HAYNBSi 

Mr Speaker, I would like to make a short contribution. It is 
•a point which I don't think has been mentioned till-now and 
that is the matter of British Nationality. I think that the 
fact that the British Nationality Bill is safely behind us and 
to our benefit in favour, is something which we must not for-.. 
get and from which we must take strength. If we had not von 
that particular battle how much more despondent would the 
feeling be in Gibraltar today not only because we would feel 
more suspicious, more threatened, but also because we would 
be faced with the implacable and irreversible side of Her 
Majesty's Government. Yet the fact that we won the Nationality 
Bill issue means not only that we have a new status, a new 
pride in our citizenship, but it also'means that we have seen 
and we know how to reverse even the decisions of Her Majesty's - 
Government. I am. sure one may say that however important and 
however dear to most of us the issue of the nationality was, 
it cannot be compared with the issue of the Dockyard'. I would 
agree that one-is a fight of principle and the other of . 
economics but the way, the pattern of the fight, will be 
identical to that adopted in the matter of nationality and in 
that ore •I will remind the House we won as a result of a united 
House, as a result of delegations from this House going to 
London and - I think, when the time cones, we should consider 
sending an even larger delegation to London than we sent for 
the Nationality Bill and, if necessary, all fifteen hembers of 
this House should go to London. As I say, Mr Speaker, the • 
pattern of that struggle was first and foremost a Gibraltar 
view, a united Gibraltar, and this was epitomised in the 
leaders who collected together and formed the policy and• in 
the petition which was signed generally throughout Gibraltar' 
and armed with that our friends in Parliament commenced the 
battle. We all know the various stages that went through 
and e all know how resounding the victory was in the House 
of .Lords and how the effect of that victory actually under- • 
mined Her Mejesty's Government's opinion and confidence in 
her ability to win even the next stage in the Commons. With • 
those friends, fresh from our last battle, Satisfied of the 
victory they last achieved for us, these same people will • 
take up 'the struggle on our behalf but only if we (5.6 two 
things. One, we provide a unites front and in this united., 
front I don't think it is the role of the Trade Unions to  

play the lead, and they should be subservient to the hcuse of 
Assembly, and I would endorse my colleeeue's re arks that the 
honourable Member's motion went a bit too far, so not only . 
oust re have the unity of the house and the people, we must 
also have a re-affirmation of our conviction and faith in the 
British Parliament.. I know my friend probably cannot extend 
that to the British Government but he should make clear that 
he extends it to the British Ferliament because though the 
British Parliament may not consist of individuals all to the 
liking of the Honourable Member and, certainly, people like 
Frank Hooley are not popular figures in Gibraltar, the fact 
remains that the individuals of the Parliament have shown . 
their support for us and if vie plan a campaign similar to the 
one that we adopted on the Nationality issue, we Will succeed, . 
I - am confident of that. But we must show our faith in the 
British Government even when the going, is difficult otherwise 
our friends in Parliament will not be-able to rally the support. 
that will be needed. If there is no conviction in their cry to 
the Government for a better deal, then we will.not succeed and, 
therefore, I would call on those of little faith like the 
Honourable L:r Bossano who showed little faith at the time of 
the Nationality Bill, to listen to our •friends and to my 
colleague,• Yajor Peliza, and to accept a united policy. 

LA 8PEAXER: 

I will now call on the Honourable Yr Bossano to'reply.to the 
motion. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Yes, Yr Speaker, it is s lot to reply to and I shall try and' 
take the advice'of the Honourable Yr Loddo and keep acrimony 
out of what I have to say despite the fact that I am in an 
advantageous position of following all the other Members at 
the moment and having my back covered since I cannot be 
followed any more by anybody else. I don't think one should 
mislead oneself, Mr Speaker, and therefore let us be clear to 
the extent that I am supporting the amended motion and the 
reaponswhy I am doing it. I have tried to explain it but I 
don't want either members of the House or members outside the 
House to be misled or to misunderstand my position. ;,hether 
that position happens to be popular or unpopular is irrelevant, 
really, I have in my years of political life in Gibraltar 
known periods of great unpopularity as well as periods of great 
popularity and I am prepared to face either one or the other 
when I am convinced in my own mind that I am acting in confi-
dence as I should in protecting the interests of the-people of 
Gibraltar. I don't dispute that other people's motives may be 
identical to mine but.I certainly have the right to question 
whether the course of action that they want to embark On is 
going to produce the result they wish, just like they question 
mine, and I hope that when people question mine they may be 
questioning the wisdom but they are not questioning or putting . 
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into doubt either the motives or the intergrity with. which I 
pursue those motives. I hope nobody in this House would 
eeaecet that aould eett to see a Gibraltar in any shape or 
Donn connected to eoein or coming under Spain or being sub-
servient to Spain or being autonomous under apain or anything 
•else that can be ccncieved. I don't think anybody that knows 
me can possibly believe thot I would work for such an 
objective. But I must say that in my estimation it is 
Gibraltar that is being intimidated and not the Members of 
the House by the presence of a few thousand people outside 
who cane-here at the behest of the Gibraltar Trades Council 
in support of a motion which, logically, one can expect them 
to seek support for because it endorses their decision. It 
is only natural that the Trade Union movement should seek 
from the House of Assembly support for a motion that I bring 
which endorses the decision that they have taken which is to 
oppose the Dockyard closure, to fight the Dockyard closure. 
1,e have had speeches here which are fighting speeches, Mr. 
Speaker. The Honourable' Major Peliza started off with a 
fighting speech and then halfway through it, he comes to the 
conclusion that we have to be very careful and that we can't 
afford to spit in somebody's face because we might get a 
black eye. hell, as far as I-am concerned, somebody has just 
spat on my face and he is not saying to me that I musn't spit 
in somebody's face, he is saying to me I can't afford to give 
whoever spits in my face a black eye because I am too small. 
I have been small all my life, Mr Speaker, and I have never 
allowed people to spit in my face so I cannot accept that 
philosophy, nor do I accept that we gain the respect of the 
British Government by being willing to put, up with whatever 
they wish to do in Gibraltar because we don't have to as far 
as I as concerned and the respective sizes of Britain and 
Gibraltar are not a consideration in this matter nor can I 
accept that I should be told in this House of Assembly by 
Members who say they have got more .trust than I have in the 
British Government and more faith than I have in the British 
Government, Members who have no difficulty in reminding people 
of the preamble to the Constitution, nor can I accept that I 
should be told that if I am not prepared to play ball with the 
policy of the British Government, then I am putting at risk 
the protection that the Constitution gives me and the protec-
tion that the preamble of the Constitution gives the people of 
Gibraltar. That is unacceptable, that is blaCkMail, that is 
intimidation, and we.  cannot have a situation where we are 
told: ";eall, you either accept the closure of the DoCkyard, 
you either accept a commercial Dockyard or else you are 
putting at risk the respect for the wishes of the people of 
Gibraltar on the issue of sovereignty". Because if the 
British Government is willing to disregard that commitment, 
and I am not saying that it is, but if it were willing to do 
it, then they could do it any time it suited them and if' we 
said ye's to the Dockyard it will. be  something else tomorrow. 
'We cannot accept that sort of philosophy, vie cannot accept 
that because we stand up and defend our rights we are going  

to lose the most fundamental of those rights which is the 
right to decide our own future, the right of sell-determination, 
the right not to come under the sovereignty Of another stete. 
against our wishes, because we will not do things the way the 
British Gpvernment wants them done particularly when it is not 
a decision which the British Government can legitimately say 
represents the will of the British nation, because, in fact,, a 
very substantial part of the British nation, the- Labour 
movement in the United. Kingdom and the. Trade Union movement in 
the United Kingdom, recognises that this puts at risk the 
existence of Gibraltar, it is a national disaster, it•isn't a - • 
factory closure. I understand that some clerk in' the MOD may 
be given the brief of producing five million pounds of cuts 
and say: "Right, we'll take away a filing cabinet from the 
Admiral in the Dockyard", but I cannot accept that a decision• 
of this magnitude is taken under those circumstances The 
Chief Minister has said that ho had made it absolutely clear 
after the 7ihite Paper. He may have been taking a line with 
the people of Gibraltar that there wasn't an imminent danger 
but privately he wcs making absolutely clear to the British 
Government the consequences of the closure of the.  Dockyard. 
Be hes told us that and I have no reason to disbelieve him. 
The Dockyard study which the British Government is aware of, 
spells out this implications in no uncertain terms. I have 
heard Members of the Government side express. quite revolutionary 
opinions in the Governor's consultative committee. It may be 
that people don't share my view that those revolutionary 
opinions would be better expressed publicly and, perhaps, I am 
wrong in my view, perhaps it is right to express them privately 
End not publicly but I think that quite frankly the pressure 
is only brought to bear when we convince the British Government 
that we mean business. The House, in its wisdom, has not been.  
able to endorse-a decision taken by the Dockyard employees to 
oppose the closure. I stand fully behind that decision. I 
will support it as a Trade Unionist and I will support.it 
politically and I will not identify myself with anything that 
undermines the opposition to the closure and that I must make 
absolutely clear, Mr Speaker. I have gone along with this 
motion because I prefer not to divide the House and I prefer 
not to 'quarrel with Members of .the House if it can be-evoided 
because they are not responsible for closing the Dockyard, but 
I will certainly Quarrel with them if at some stage in the game 
they start trying to und6rmine the will of.the people to fight 
the closure. I will certainly quarrel with them then snd I 
want to be absolutely clear from the very beginning as to where : 
I stand. The Honourable Mr Loddo, Mr Speaker, said it is up 
to the British Government to.  offer us a solution, up to Her 
Majesty's :Government to offer solutions and we study them and 
that the solutions must work before any closure takes place 
and. that it .is up to'the-British Government to .ensure•Gibreltar's 
economic viability. I agree with every word, every single word 
I agree with' but we are being told by the British Government 
that they-don't agree with him because they announce the closure • 
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and:: they have not yet made any specific proposals as to What 
the alternative tc.that closure is and because they have tried 
tc erect a situation and I an wfllirg to repeat here what I 
1-.ve said whatever the Chief of Fleet Support may soy, because 

'I was there, there were other people there,,we heard him say it • 
and I wrote it do r. when he was saying it, Mr Speaker. That 
was being done wos absolutely clear, there was no doubt in 
anybody.'s mind. He .said at that meeting: "Chatham will close, 
Portsmouth will be run - down and the same is the position for 
Gibraltar. There is simply no work available and nothing. that 
the Unions will do is going to change that". That was the 
message of the Chief of Fleet Support. And then he went on to 
say: ";.hat happens after 1922 depends on you.. If commerciali—
sation'is what your Government wants we will try to provide 
some Work. There will still be competition for thig work but 
we are anxious to help the Gibraltar Government to start a 
new industry up to present international requirements if that 
is the way the Gibraltar Government wants to go". One can make 
a mistake about whet one is saying but what one cannot do is 
keep on using the same phrase again and again. and again, without 
it being the .clear intention to show that what they were doing 
was being very sympathetic to our predicament and helping us out 
in the solution that we were putting forward. That is not what 
we want. 

BON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I think we have aired this matter, Yr Speaker. • I told the 
Honourable Member that I was not going to sit in judgement, 
nor was it my business to sit in judgement'as to whether what 
the Chief of Fleet Support said he says or what Mr Bossano 
says the Chief of Fleet Support said. He knows and he has 
'accepted earlier on today, that the question of the commerciali—
sation of the Dockyard is not the idea of the Gibraltar Govern—
ment. That has been made clear whateVer the Chief of Fleet 

'Support may say, or may have said. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Yes, Mr Speaker. I an quoting what the Chief of Fleet Support 
said because it is consistent with what other people have said 
and'in reference to what the Honourable Mr Loddo said that the 
position that we should. take is: "We are opposed to the closure 
and if you insist on•closing it you tell us what you are going 
to do about it". That position is the nosition of the Trade 
Union movement and it is the Position that we must adopt and 
we cannot at the• same time as we are doing that be making 
ourselves proposals, we cannot be doing that, and therefore I 
would remind the House that on the 26th November the Presd 
Release from The Convent said "In Pursuance for proposals for 
commercialisation it was agreed that a manual describing the 
range of facilities etc.". In a meeting'with Mr Pergusson, Er 
Pergusson is interviewed on telefision, he is asked "Did you 
make any proposals?" and he said "No, the United Kingdom team  

made no prOposals". If there are two sides in a meeting and 
one side cones out saying "I made no proposals" and there is 
a joint st:tement saying there have been 'proposals it is not •  
surprising that one comes to the conclusion that it is the 
other side. that has made the proposals and that seems to 
coincide with the.allegations.thatsome people are making. • 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

May I ask the Honourable Member because otherwise We are going 
to be here very long. Does he accept my assurance that 
commercialisation was not the Gibraltar Government's idea 
that there are three parties to the problem, there is the .  
British Government, the Gibraltar Government and the Study 
Group Report? 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I accept entirely the assurance that the Chief Minister has 
given, me and I am trying to show that there has been a deli— 
berate attempt to create the opposite impression and I am 
very glad that the Chief Minister has made it absolutely 
clear to the British Government that they should not continue 
to do this because I . think the British Government has been 
trying to pass the buck and we must not allow that to happen. 
I am making references to show how I consider there are too 
many coincidences to be simply coincidences. I find it very 
difficult, Yr Speaker, to see how the Deputy Governor can go 
to a meeting of apprentices and soy that it seems highly' 
likely that We would be wise to gear ourselves to the changes 
involved in a commercial dockyard in Gibraltar, I asked him 
on whose behalf he was saying that and he said he was expressing' 
a personal view. We have had a debate in this House about how 
controversial it is for a schoolteacher not to have to resign 
before he stands for election and here we have the Deputy 
Governor expressing his personal view in public advocating 
commercialisation which is not the policy of the Gibraltar 
Government and he is a civil servant. That is another slip of 
the tongue but there are too many of them. and therefore I 
endorse. entirely the view put forward by Yr Loddo but therefore 
I must make it clear that having endorsed that, 'having been able 
and happy to identify myself with the fighting part of the speech 
made by the Honourable and Gallant Major Peliza, I cannot and I 
will not at the same time in practice be a party to- any watering 
down of the struggle that lies in front of us. I have to make 
it absolutely clear that we would be doing, in my judgement, a 

.disservice to the people we are seeking to defend and because I' 
think that we would be doing.e. disservice I will not be a party 
to it and if other people do not share my view then that is a 
matter for their judgement and.a matter for which they will 
have to answer if they are wrong and I will have to answer for 
my position if I am wrong, Mr Speaker. But I must make it 
absolutely clear that I think we would be doing people a 
disservice if we actually embarked on a campaign and tolerated 
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the implementation of proposals for closint the Dockyard' 
taeinnine noee Certainle, any attempt to Co that will be 
cepczed by the people directly involved. Any attempt by the 
Eritish Government to start the run-down of the Dockyard will 
be.opposed by the people working in the Dockyard because if 
they are fighting to stop it they are not going to actually 
help to bring it about, it is logical, and I certainly thihk 

. ' that members should think very seriously if that starts 
hanPening before they go along and start pointing a figure 
at thoac people and saying that those people ere beinG 
obstructive cr those people are endangering Gibraltar or 
anything else because they are not. What they are doing is 
what they said they were going to do, they said they do not 
accept the closure and the Trade Union movement has said on 
their behalf that if at the end of the day the Dockyard 
cannot be kept open for the foreseeable future, nobody either 
in this House or anywhere else can give an indefinite commit-
rent about the Dockyard or about anything else in life. 
nobody can guarantee the future of anything indefinitely but 
we have been told by successive managements in the Dockyard, 
by successive senior neople from the United Kingdom that the 
Dockyard is secure for the foreseeable future. They have 
always said the foreseeable future is as far as we can forsee 
it today. The lest time the Chief of Fleet Support was in 
Gibraltar he said that he could guarantee that the naval base 
was-secure for the foreseeable future. That is no longer good 
enough, Yr Speaker. It is not good enough for the simple 
reason that ds what we were being told yesterday about the 
Dockyard. The tire sceln of foreseeable' future hes now been . 
shortened to such an extent that it has boat all meaning and 
this is why people are saying.thatif they have done this with 
the .Dockyard today what is to step them doing it with anything 
else tomorrow? 7prat gUarantees have we got anymore? Are we 
just "goine to stay here and let it happen Piecemeal? I think 
that is the getuine feeling at grassroots level and people 
therefore are nranared to go further on this issue than they 
have ever gone before because really they feel.that they are 
risking very little. The ran who is under threat of redundancy 
is not risking his job, he either accepts the redundancy and 
Fives up with very little prospect of employment elsewhere or 
else he fights and if. he loses he finishes up without a job 
which was anyway the fate that awaited" him. It has to be 

e  understood therefore, Ur Speaker, that the time table 
discussed on 26 November or just prior to that, which. was a 

• timetable broadly acceptable to the United Kingdom team, a 
timetable of the LTD deciding by the middle of December what 
land they wanted to keep and what land they wanted to let go, 
people being invited to tender for the land the ?.:OD wanted to 
release, the tenders being closed at the end of February or . 
the beginning of Earch end then a project team being sent out 
to assess the most viable project or the most attractive tender 
and an agreement being done by the autumn of 1982 so that the ' 
takeoverof the Dockyard by a private firm could start then., •  

that is inconsistent and incomretible with the comritrent to 
oppose the closure, c. cnrmitaent to make the Dritish Govern-
ment chant:0 its mind, a commitment to put the responsibility, 
on them for finding a viable alternative and therefore as far 
as I am concerned, tr Speaker, if that timetable is proceeded 
with by the British Government, the people whose cooperation 
is required to make that timetable work will not give that 
cooperation and I am telling the House as a politician and as 
a member of.this House WhO has got intimate knowledge of the 
problem and of the Trade Union movement that I shall lend my 
political sunnort and my political weight to the attempt to 
prevent that timetable froM being carried out because in my 
judgement if we actually allow the rundown of the Dockyard 
to begin in 1982 while we are lobbying people and sending . 
delegations and so on, by the time we actually got round to 
convincing the British Government it would have happened 
already and that is an important consideration that we need 
to take into account. When the Honourable Eember was talking 
about urgency he could not be more right about the urgency of 
the issue and this.is why one needs to be so careful not just 
about the things one does in an industrial situation but also 
about the things one says at a political level because I can 
see the validity of saying we Cannot sit with our hands 
crossed and wait for the Dockyard to close and we are landed ' 
with a Problem I can see the validity of that, but I can 
also see the inherent risk in producing plans which must of 
necessity make soaebody somewhere who is looking at us doubt 
about just how great our commitment is if we are actually 

-coming up with solutions to a problem whichewe -say we do not 
have to find a 'solution to and we are not prepared to accept 
.failure on and are actually producing a whole range of 
solutions and not even. producing them for our own consumption 
but actually exchanging proposal6 with the British Government 
on a situation which would only require the implementation of 
those proposals if we failed in the task we have set out to do 
and. we are looking at the proposals we have already started. 
When we are talking about unity.  of purpose I would agree 
entirely. Unfortunately, I can see that there are going to be 
certain fUndamental areas Where it is going to be difficult 
for other members to go along with me and for me to go along 
with other members and I would hope that at best we should be 
able to avoid the areas of possible disagreement so that we can 
all channel our energies dn different spheres to disagreeing 
with the party that we should be disagreeing with which is the 
party that is responsible for creating what in my estimation 
is not simply the greatest crisis in our-history but the crunch 
for Gibraltar which will decide whether there is a Gibraltar 
to talk about or live.  in or be proud of in the future or not.• 

Yr Speaker then put the question in the terms' of.the Honourable 
U Bassanols motion, as amended, which now. read as follows:=- 

"This House condemns, the proposed closure. of Her Majesty's 
Naval Dockyard in 1983, takes note of the decision by Dockyard 

_112. 



employees and the Trade Union:movement in Gibraltar and in 
the United Eingdom to oppose the closure end calls on the 
British Gcverr.memt to reconsider that decision and resolves 
to take steps, in connultetiqn with the Trade Unions, the 
main representative bodies and Gibraltar's friends in .• 
Parliament, to persuade the British .Gievernment to alter that 
decision". . 

. 
beLt precepts or indeed which could affect the.dirnity of 
this House. In the circumstnces I have decided that the 
tress privileges accorded to this particular pressman are 
hereby withdrawn and he is batted from entering the precints 
of this House until further notice. May I state that the 
incident of Friday morning should not reflect on. the press 
generally whose behaviour at ell times has been exemplary. 

On a division being taken the following Honourable Members. MOTIONS  

voted in favour:
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon J Bossano 
The Hon A J Canepa 
The Hon Major F J Dellipiani 
The Hon 1 Featherstone 
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan 
The Hon A J Haynes 
The Eon P J Isola 
The Eon A T Loddo 
The Hon Major i J Peliza 
The Hon J B Perez 
The Hon G T Festano 
The Eon W T Scott 
The Hon Dr R G Valarino 
The Eon H J Zammitt 

The following. honourable Members abstained: 

The Bon D Hull 
The Hon R G 'Wallace 

- • - 
The Honourable J Bossano's motion, as amended was accordingiy.  
passed. ' 

The House recessed at 5.05 p.m. 

MONDAY THE 21 ST DECEMBER, 1981  

The House resumed at 10.45 a.m. 

YR SPEAKER: 

Before we start the proceedings of the House I would like to 
make a statement. At the sitting of the morning of Friday 
18 December, 1981, there was an unwarranted and gross inter-
ference with the proceedings of this House by Mr Michael 
Feetham, a pressman representing the newspaper "The People". 
I have no doubt whatsoever that this interference constituted 
a grave contempt of the House and an inexcusableabuse of the 
privileges granted to pressmen by this House. I will not 
tolerate any behaviour of. any kind by anyone which in my 
.opinion would tend to inhibit the right of members to carry 
out their responsibilities in the House according to their. 

It is with the very greatest pleasure that I rise to propose 
the motion standing in my name which is: ' 

'That the Honorary Freedom of the City should be 
conferred upon Dr James J Giraldi in recognition 
of.his long, faithful and distinguished service to 
medicine during a period of over half a century• 
and as an expression of the deep appreciation and 
warmest gratitude of the people of Gibraltar for 
his unstinted devotion and his concern for the 
health of the community'. 

Dr Giraldi qualified in his profession in 1929. At that very 
early stage, there were already clear indications of the 
brilliant professional career that lay ahead. He won a gold 
medal and several other prizes at Bristol University. He 
returned to Gibraltar after qualifying end entered general 
practice. During the war years he served as Deputy Fort 
Medical Officer and joined the Government medical service in 
1945. He ran the new Tuberculosis Unit which was then opened 
at the KGV Hospital and it was in this area of medicine, 'after 
a number of years of devoted and successful work in general 
practice, that he made a very great personal contribution to 
the health of the community by eradicating the dreaded 
scourge of tuberculosis. That contribution was not confined . 
to Gibraltar itself. Spanish nationals and others living in 
Spain benefitted from his skills at EGV Hospital. 

Once tuberculosis had been eradicated, Pr Giraldi took charge,  
in 1954, of the Medical Ward which was transferred from Don 
Ward at St Bernard's to KGV Hospital. Gradually, the EGV 
Hospital became the Medical Unit. 

In 1960, Dr Giraldi commenced a Coronary Care Unit, having 
obtained a donation from Er Dialdas, which. was then named 
'The Dialdas Unit'. In 1968', Dr Giraldi moved to the 
Mackintosh Wing at St Bernard's Hospital. A small Coronary 
Care Unit was established in Victoria Ward and this was later 
expanded by the opening of the present Intensive Care Unit, 
the money for which he obtained from the Ferrary Trust. Dr ' 
Giraldi was also responsible for the opening of the Endoscopy 
Unit at St Bernard's Hospital. 
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Dr Giraldi is too wellYnown n figure in Gibraltar for me to 
have to -elcbcrote cn hia.peraonL1 or profeasioncl qaalities. 
He is held in the greatest respect b:' the thousands of people 
to when he hod :'edict tee: his shills as z doctor. Put, more 
than this, he is regarded with true affection. suite apart 
from his exceptionalprofeesioncl ability, he has. throughout 
hi vary long rrofessienal career been distinguished for his 
total defiction to his patients. It was never too early in 
the day for Doctor Giraldi to be at work. It was never too 
late at night for him to attend to those who needed his help. 
Having reached a very great height in his profession there was 

,,_qamedical task, however minor, which he was not prepared to 
' ,-Undertake at. any time. Doctor Giraldi's distinctions are well 

known in Gibraltar. Be became an Associate Professor of 
radrid tniVersity in 1967, was awarded the OR in 1952, the 
French Order of rerit in 1976 and the 'CBE in 1974. But his 
distinotion and his repute are not' confined to Gibraltar. 
Dr Giraldi is held in the highest respect and esteem amongst 
his professional colleagues in Britain and in other parts of 
the world. I said earlier that there was no need for me to 
elaborate on. such a well-known figure. I think that my feeling 
and those of Gibraltar as a whole are best summarised and 
reflected in the act which we'are performing.today. The Free-
dom of the City of Gibraltar is a very rare distinction, and 
the mere conferment of that distinction on an individual say's 
all that there -is to be said. Since the City Council was first 
empowered to grant this honour, it has been conferred apart 
from the Royal Engineers, The Gibraltar Regiment, the Christian 
Brothers and the Royal. Artillery, on only one individual, the 
famous Gibraltrian artist Gustavo Bacerisaewho received it in 
1962. It is-a sign of the importance of this honour that 
Dr Giraldi, when the motion is carried, as I am sure it will, 
will be only the second person in Gibraltar's history to be 
singled out for it. An essential element of the conferment of 
any honour, decoration or distinction is the public accepta-
bility which it carries in any particular 'case. With Dr 
Giraldi I feel sure that public reaction goes beyond mere 
acce2tability to warm and general welcome. The distinction is 
conferred by this House acting as the instrument of the people 
of Gibraltar as a whole the City of Gibraltar. I therefore, 
Mr Speaker, beg to move that the Honorary Freedom of the City 
of Gibraltar should be conferred upon.Dr James Giraldi in 
recornition of his long, faithful and distinguished service to 
medicine during a period of over half a century and as an 
expression of the deep appreciation and warmest gratitude of 
the people of Gibraltar for his unstinted devotion and his 
concern for the health of the community. I beg to move. 

Yr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Honourable 
the Chief Minister's motion. •• • 

HON P ,TISOLA: 

tr Speaker, - I have great pleasure in supporting the Chief 
Minister's motion on behalf of my colleagues and I. It is 
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particularly a matter for great personal satisfaction for me, 
as the son of a arct friend of Dr .Giraldi, to be associatir4 
myself fully with the remarl;s ma,':e by the Chief Einioter of . 
this great son of Gibraltar who for a period of over half a 
century has done - so much through.hie dedicated service end . 
loyalty to the people of Gibraltar, for Gibraltar. I think 
it is highly appropriate thFt nt.this tire in his career the 
people of Gibraltar should give due recognition to a man who 
has spent a lifetime in the service of the people. I wouldn't 
want any Honourable Member to think that that is the end of 
Dr Giraldi, I am very happy to see and .1.  am sure all our 
colleagues in.  this House are very happy to seee that he does 
continue this Erect Work although only in a private capacity 
and we look forward to having him with us for many years 
continuing to do the good that he has done for the people of 
Gibraltar in his field during this half century. I think, 
Sir, there are at least two Honourable Colleagues in this 
House who have not lived that, long yet. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

'There are five. 

HON P JISOLA: 

Are there more than two? Yes, five. I think it is a wonder-
ful thing for Gibraltar, I think it does great things for 
our morale and for our spirit to be able to honour a person. 
who has served Gibraltar with such dignity and-with- such 
dedication over such a long period of time. Mr Speaker, I 
fully endorse what the Chief Minister.  las said and I have 
great pleasure in supporting this motion and in supporting • 
it, wishing Dr Giraldi and all those close to him a long and 
happy retirement. 

BON J B PEREZ: 

Yr Speaker, I have no hesitation at all to support the motion' 
before the House. Only the other day it.was pointed out by 
Dr Giraldi that he has been in the Medical Department for well 
over 40 years and as I am only 29 it is 11 year before I was 
born. Mr Speaker, I think that Dr Giraldi has been one of 
the stalwarts of the Medical Department for a very, very long 
period of time and this motion before the House, this nropossl 
to confer the Freedom of the City has been handsomely earned 
by him and it is one which I am sure all- rembers will in fact 
support. Last Friday, Mr Speaker, I had the honour to host a 
reception for Dr Giraldi on behalf of the Medical Department 
and I was explaining to Dr Giraldi how difficult it is, or how 
difficult it was forme to be able to say a few words about Dr 
Giraldi himself. The reason I said this was because I feel. it 
is very,.very•difficult to be original nowadays when one is 
saying things about Dr Giraldi because-eVer since his retire-
ment was announced, not a single week has gone by in Gibraltar 
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Where one association or one society or another have not-hosted 
a reception in his honour on his retirement. But I think rr 
Sneaker, that on this occasion all I cat say is that there is 
no need to soy any words, the motion speaks for itself, and it 

•is.  a motion that gives me the greatest of pleasure to support. 

HC?: G T REST.A.MC: 

Yr Sneaker, earlier this year, during the Budget Session, when 
I Oidn't'knos.  that 'we would have this motion in front of us, .I 
said that I :.anted to pay tribute then to Dr Giraldi before • 
his retirement as he is one of the pillars of the Medical • 
re-o"artment. Dr Giraldi hes so many qualities, Yr Speaker, that 
I won't go into all of then but I want to highlight two of them. 
The first one, the dedication of Dr Giraldi. He is-a doctor. 
who is a doctor for 2L hours a day. He is a doctor who devotes 
all his time to his patients. At any hour of the day and of 
the night he.is prepared to go• and see his patients and also to 
make research so that he can cure his patients. Secondly, I 
want to highlight his ability to inspire his patients. All 
that Dr Giraldi reeds to do is to enter into the patient's room 
for that patient to feel better already. Mr Speaker, Dr Giraldi 
is one of the leading citizens of Gibraltar and it is only ' 
fitting that he should be granted this honour. It gives me 
great pleasure, therefore, Mr Speaker, to support fully this 
motion. 

HON 1F. R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am completely in agreement with this motion 
as moved by the Honourable and Learned the Chief hinister. It 
is indeed an honour. for our city to be able to confer upon Dr • 
.Giraldi the Freedom of the City'of Gibraltar. Dr Giraldi has 
developed his life around his redical practice which has been 
his dedicated work and overriding passion. He has been of 
great help medically to everyone 'in Gibraltar, Specially 
durins those many difficult years when tuberculosis was present. 
I am also very proud that this distinction should be conferred 
on a colleague who I know well and have got to know very well 
both personally and professionally. As one of the first who 
voiced this idea and as his only colleague in the House, I 
have the greatest of pleasure in endorsing the motion. Thank 
you, Sir. 

BON MAJOR R. .1 

Mr Speaker, this is one of those occasions where I cannot 
resist standing up and expressing a view. It is perhaps one. 
of those rare occasions when I can literally say that I agree 
with every word the Chief Minister has said and that of the , 
Opposition as well, Mr Speaker. Perhaps, I should at this 
stage declare an interest, Mr Speaker, in case anyone might-
think that in standing up and.supporting this, I am almost 
bribing Dr Giraldi, because I remember when he first came to .  

my house, I must have been very young. • I won't say ray sEe 
because 1 don't want to make him lock any older, in fact, he 
looks very well. I can almost hear him running up the otensa 
he always used td run about, I think he was a very agile and 
still looks very agile. I think my parents were one of his 
first patients in Gibraltar. It is one of those families 
which owes Dr Gireldi• a great.  debt of gratitude. lie saved 
my father's life and he enabled him to carry on living for 
many more years to a ripe age. He did the same thing to my 
mother and to my aunt, and I am sure that there is hardly a 
family in Gibraltar who hasn't got the same gratitude to 
offer to him. What, therefore, Yr Speaker, more appropriate 
that his honour should be that of the people of Gibraltar. 
any honours can be given in other places, higher or.smaller, 

deserving or underserving but I think' the greatest honour a 
man can have is that which comes from the people that he 
served. The Freedom of the City is such a rare honour that 
I.  doubt whether there is anything more than we can do. Put 
I think if we analyse Dr Giraldi, it is more than just talking 
about an achievement of an individual, Yr Speaker. We all 
know that he has a tremendous brain, a great capacity to 
remember things and then to put them into practice. But the 
beauty of this is that he has applied that to what men 
perhaps looks most to - life. He has given his life to: life 
in a practical way and this is why, Mr Speaker, the people 
of Gibraltar think of him so highly because obviously health 
is worth much more than wealth and he has been the provider 
of health in Gibraltar. Le have seen what he has done.in i  
the two greatest killers, chest and heart. In that field; 
Mr Speaker, he has done tremendous work in Gibraltar. I doubt, 
Yr Speaker, whether if we could be able to quantify propor:-. 
tionally in the world there might have been other people who 
have done.as much as he has done, it is of course impossible 
to quantify but we all knot/that Dr Giraldi has done tremendous 
work here and I think this generation and generations to come 
will always have tremendous admiration for this man. It is 
therefore very appropriate that we should place it on record 
in the way that we are doing so that as old generations move 
and new generations come, his name will live forever in 
Gibraltar as an example to others of how they should follow 
in his footsteps. One point that has not been mentioned, 
Mr Speaker, is the question of- his dedication to sport as 

• well. When you mention Calpe rowing Club you are almost 
saying Dr Giraldi. I think, he has played a tremendous part 
in that sport and I believe that'in other sports too, 
such as hockey and cricket. .1 don't know whether he ever had 
anything to do with water-polo, I don't think so, but I 
think Yr Speaker, that perhaps he is the inspirer of another.  
thing that is very good for.our body which of course as you 
know I take very seriously, I do my jogging every day and ' 
cycling as a lot of other people do, but I think he floes 
understand the importance of our health which again people 
should bear in mind, to carry on looking after yourselves.' 
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After all, we look after our cars and We often very seldom 
think of looking after,ourselvee in that rempect. I would 
say he is the great Gibraltarian in'our time and for that 
it is mare:  then fitting Pr Speaker, that we should pay this 
tribute which I hopenEr'Sneaher, without addressing any 
nerzon in the public gallery today, that he will.enjoy it 
• for many years. to come and perhaps we should wish both him . 
and his wife a very happy Christmas and also his family in 
the United Kingdom who I am sure will be very happy and 
pleased on this occasion. A very happy Christmas and many 
more Happy Kew Years. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

1:r Speaker, Sir, the Honourable Major Peliza stole 'the sporting 
side of Dr Giraldi's tribute from me. He has-been one of the 
most outstanding contributors to sport over many, many yeara. 
I was in England in 1961, attending a pretty important party,• 
when someone cane over to me and seeing a Gibraltar tag said 
to me: "Do you know Professor James?" and I said: "I am afraid 
I don't": This gentleman happened to be the President of the -
Royal College of Physicians in England and he called his wife 
over and said: "Darling, whet is Professor James' name?" and 
she said: "Giraldi". And I said: "Of course I know him, I 
know him very well indeed". "Well", .he said:."he comes over 
here and gives us all lectures and talks, and tells us what 
to do". It made me feel immensely proud and I remember 
telling Dr Giraldi a•'=tly after this person's name, which I 
cannot now recollect, I am sure he can. It made me very 
proud that little .Gibraltar could have a Physician of such 
eminence as Dr Giraldi who could.shoanother people. the. kind 
of that this. little Rock can nroduce. Yr Speaker, 
apart from his medical attributes which have been expounded 
upon very amply, I think it has been said he is a leading. 
citizen of Gibraltar. During my time as Mayor and looking 
round the photographs in the City Hall, I noticed he had. 
been a City Councillor. One wonders how a man so deeply 
engrossed in medicine could find time to carry out his 
snorting activities, his Council activities and all the other 
activities that this man has so ably been able to carry out 
and at the same tire in every single thing he got involved 
in he was always highly respected. There are few people that 
could criticise Dr Giraldi, Certainly not in his medicine or 
do his leadership in the very many associations that he has 
participated in. Dr Giraldi Was for a period of time Chair-
man,  of a body called the Gibraltar Snorts Board which goes 
back many•years and I think there was some particular problem.' 
whereby he 'was asked to take over and try and sort out' the 
very many problems that Gibraltar was going through at the • 

'time with regard teasport. I think the highest possible 
honour -that Dr.Giraldi can be given, certainly.by  Gibraltar, 
•is the 'Freedom of the City, of a City he loves so dearly and 
and a City that he has brought about to be what it is today. 

HON J BOSSAPO: 

Mr Speaker, my party is glr.d of an opportunity that is given 
to the House of laasembly to eapress the appreciation felt by 
the people of Gibraltar for the services it has receivee from 
one of its most aceicttee members. Tr Giraldi does net really 
need any honour:, frem•na or from anybody. else because he is a 
men that is motivatee.by the highest honour .  that one can have 
in life which'is that of being devoted entirely to one's 
calling. Anybody that has hhoam him personally at work knows 
that he suffers from an illr.cas himself and that is that he 
is. totally addicted to work to an extent that many people would 
probably fine intolerable if it wasn't for the fact that the 
nature of his work is such that it can only result in giving 
satisfaction to others, to those who are his patients and to 
the relatives and families of those patients who are appre-
ciatiVe of the good'hands that a member of their family is 
in when he is being looked after by him. In nroposing this 
motion and in voting on this motion effectively all that we 
are.doins is being given an opportunity of saying publicly 
and of putting on record how the vast majority of the people 
in Gibraltar feel about Dr Giraldi. but it is diffiCult to see 
how we can really look forward to Dr Giraldi enjoying in his 
well-earned retirement the Freedom of the Gity of Gibraltar. 
He already has the freedom of the hearts of the peOPle of 
Gibraltar and I cannot see him marching up and down Main 
Street when the Royal Engineers or anybody else does. In 
terms of scale of honours let me say that ieeolOgically I am 
not the sort of person that believes in status. or in 
privileges or.in honours or in the need 'to confer. them. It 
is the reality of life and of human nature ..and it will • • 
probably continue to be:the case for very Many years that it 
is not enough to know that one is appreciated, that it is 
necessary that that appreciation should be' recorded and made 
manifest. I wish it were in our ppwer to be able to use the 
system of honours that exist in the 'United Kingdom and to 
give Dr Giraldi, within that system, the highest honour that 
can be given to the extent that the Gibraltar Government is in 
any way consulted. or in any way able to make suggestions in the 
question of Her Majesty's Honours List, then I think the 
Gibraltar Government should have no hesitation in the full 
knowledge that it counts with the full support of this House 
and indeed or the whole of Gibraltar of using that avenue. If 
it were possible in Gibraltar to use such a system then Pr. 
Giraldi's. place should be at the top of the list. We are 
doing what we can, it is a very limited thing, I think Dr 
Giraldi does not need - the honours that this House oranybody 
else can bestow on him because as I said already anybody that 
knows him knows that the satisfaction that he gets from his 
work and that he has had all his life from his mark is all'. 
that he requires and is all that anybody anywhere else should 
require and eventually we hope to live in t world where that 
is all.that will be necessary. I fully support the motion, 
1r Speaker. • 
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r H FEATHERSTC7S: 

Yr :;pecker. the Freedom of the City entitles The Gibraltar 
Ferr-cnt, for.example, to march up the street with bayonets 
fixed.. I am not sure if Dr Giraldi will march up the street 
with en unsheathed lancet but if that were the case then I -
am sure everybody would be happy to see it done. I am very 
proud today to have served with Dr Giraldi as a City Councillor. 
I think that if the City Council had been on the United king-
dom.. systeM, Dr Giraldi would, in turn, have been one of the ' 
Aldermen and would have gone from strength to strength. I have 
known Zr Giraldi for some 40 years. He has been my doctor and 
he has been my friend and I think that one of his greatest • 
attributes as a Doctor is that he nuts you fully at ease from 
the• beginning, You. have entire confidence in him, he.becomes 
your friend as well as your doctor and I am extremely happy to 
see that Gibraltar has been able to honour him in the highest 
way we can It is something most eminently deserved and I ' 
join with everybody else in wishing him many years to be one 
of our great Freemen, a Freeman of Gibraltar. • 

EON A T LODDO: 

Yr Speaker, most men go through life and leave not their mark, 
they leave no trace. Yost men go through life doing a job. 
Yost of them do a job grudgingly and grumbling. Occasionally, 
you get a man who stands head and shoulders above his fellow 
men. He doesn't just do a joh,he excels at it.. He doesn't 
just excel'at it, he does it with gusto, he enjoys it, and 
such a man is Dr Giraldi. Of his attributes everybody has 
spoken before me so I have very little to add. I am very 
pleased to associate myself with this motion and I would 
thank rr^ Giraldi, on behalf of all of us here, for what he • 
has given us. He has given us an inspiration to live up to. 
•If we could all be as dedicated as he, Gibraltar would be a 
better place.. I fully support the motion. 

EON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is not difficult to answer in a motion such as this. First 
of all I want to make one or two.points clear. The disease 
which Dr Giraldi suffers is now called-workaholic and that as 
the other one which'soundJa little like it, is acarcly cured 
so I think we shall have :a.e. Giraldi a workaholic for as long 
as he lives and that will be for the benefit of Gibraltar as 
a whole. I also have very happy associations with Dr Giraldi 
as a City Councillor for a very .long time. I appreciate his 
contributions to sport and it is very proper that they should 
have been mentioned here. Ey main thesis, because the claim 
to the Freedom of the,City is so unique,'I dedicated my whole 
approach:to his services to medicine lest we have other people. 
claiming' the Freedom for this or. the other and'that would be ' 
a very difficult one. With regard to the remarks made by the . 
Honourable Mr Bossano I can assure Er Bossano that the highest' 
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hohour that can be given in other places has been requested 
for Dr Giraldi and it is racily not in the patronaae •of the 
Government to go beyond that but to co quite as far as one 
can Ep in that respect. It is• fitting that so many members ' 
should have paid tribute. I hope he will outlive his one and 
only predecessor who lived• to the age of 97, that vas rr 
Bacarisas but I remember Yr P.Fcarism,who hay been honoured in 
many ways in many countries despite the fact that he kept his 
British nationality, he had been highly honoured by Spain, he 
had been. made a Freeman of Seville long before he was made a. 
Freeman of Gibraltar.. He had been alloted a beautiful pent-
house so that he could have a lovely view of Seville and he 
could paint from his flat and I remember him on the day when 
the Freedom was formally granted by the Mayor, himself at the 
time, telling him in visible emotion that of all his experiences 
that he could not feel more honoured than being recognised and 
being so honoured by his fellow citizens and I think that must 
be the greatest satisfaction that it is within our power to do 
so and that we do so-so happily. 

Mr Speaker then put the question which was unanimously 
resolved in the. affirmative and the motion was accordingly 
passed. 

PRIVATE YEKBERS' MOTIOM  

EON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I am afraid this motion will not be as happy as 
the last but it is within the ambit of the Minister for 
Economic Development's statement that the Opposition should 
keep Government on their toes. I have'the honour to move the 
motion standing •in my name which is that: "This House is gravely 
concerned at the continued and escalating housing problem in 
Gibraltar and fears that the problert will only become worse 
unless Government is prepared to re-appriase and revise the 
direction of its housing policy and programme as a whole and 
in particular as regards (1) modernisation and development 

3N
Social cases, medical cases and young applicants, and • 
the administrative structure of the Housing. Department". 

It is therefore, Yr Speaker, quite a full motion and the motion 
is asking this House, and more-particularly Government, to take 
a fresh look at housing because the sum total of the'three 
areas listed in the motion as being in need of reassessment are 
equal to the whole of the Housing Department. The change there-
fore must be a radical change because the motion is phrased in 
radical terms. flip major improvements that are requested, not 
minor, and therefore we are asking for a radical reassessment. 
It is because of this, Mr Speaker, that we would ask Government • 
to re-define their Obligations, duties and aims and these must. 
be  clearly' stated. I should say that the need for clearly 
stated policy is one of the shortcomings in this Government. 
When we do have a clear statement of policy and a detailed . 
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analyais of Government's ealigatione and the rights of appli- 
canto, then re be'sore wertowands alleviating the 
housing nrobler. Thim brings me to the Premise contained in 
the motion which iJ th:A all• is not well with the Housing 
repartment or the Housing front. I do- not think that this • 
can te'diteated by or.:; number in this House. I would say that 
it is the coneeneae of all Gibralterians that we have an acute 
housing problem and if there should be any doubt that is is a 
continuing and .escalating housing -problem I would ask the 
Government to analyse the importance of having 1,500+ families 
on the waiting list. This is a figure, rr Speaker, that does 
not seem to move, it is a stagnant figure. Since I have been 
in this House the figure has been 1,800, take or add a few, 
and that of itself- is a cause for alarm. Hot only -is the 
figure very high in itself but there doesn't seem to be any in-
roads being made en that figure and this Of course is due to 
the impoverished housing programme of this Government which is • 
particularly severe in its effect on the younger people in 
Gibraltar who when they join the list join the bottom of the 
list. Another problem, Hr Sneaker, arain deriving from the 
same, is overcrowding and this in itself has another result 
which is greater stress within families whiCh leads to medical 
problems, social problems and further degenerates the housing 
problem. Again, rr Speaker, there is substantial sub-standard 
aceore,odation in. Gibraltar and this is also derived from the 
same and leads to another problem which is the medical problem. 
Yost of all, rr Speaker, I would say that the housing problem 
is particularly acute and particularly hard on the youth of 
Gibraltar. By the youth I mean children,,not on the housing 
list es -such but living in poor accommodation and being 
sabjectato severe strain or stress and most especially being 
open. and liable to medical problems on which I will elaborate 
further, and also. to the youth' in respect of the younger 
married couples. Very little is being offered to them and the.  
loner the problem remains one of 1800 on the waiting list, and • 
nothing being done about it, the worse the problem will become. 
As I said, Yr Speaker, the three areas, provided of course the 
Government agree to this analysis of the problem, the three 
areas which I believe need revision in order to do something 
about those figures, are first of all.  modernisation.. I believe 
.the Government has fallen into the pitfall contained in a 
policy of modernisation. The necessity for modernisation cannot 
be doubted, we on this side of the House do eiot oppose moderni-
sation in principle but there can be no doubt that modernisation 
has a substantial number of pitfalls and, unfortunately, this 
Government has fallen headlong into all of them. Modernisation . .. 
may be necessary, it may even be cheaper, but it is difficult 
to control, Yr Speaker. I think the %ries Report of 1970 was 
very instructive on the subject and it understood the latent . 
defects. Amongst those difficulties and one in which this 
particular Government. has fallen. to, is that modernisation can 
'and in fact has drained the energy and the resources of this . 
Government in respect of housing. Er Speaker, this is a very 

important sti.:temcnt, I. believe. I believe that that lets 
happened is that modernisation has been the Lod of housing 
for the last five or mix years and tbLt as a result very 
little else has been done and this hus execerbrted the problem 
because modernisation only helps a section of the community 
and not those who have necessarily been waiting longest-on the • 
Housing list. It is therefore arbitrary and random in the 
people that it helps and is not a step forward, it is a step 
sideways. You are bringing up to standard accommodation which 
already. exists, you are not generating new accommodation and 
another preblem in modernisation is that where a house can, 
say; hold six families before modernisation, after modernisation 
it is often the'case that it holds less people. Perhaps, that 
is. all it is meant to hold but What in fact is being done is • 
that five families have been brought up to standard and one more • 
has been. added to the waiting list. Thetwould be alright if 
there wasn't a Substantial waiting lint or a Waiting list only • 
required a. certain minimum period in which to wait before being 
allocated a house but that is,not the case in Gibraltar, Mr 
Sneaker. And then, lastly, modernisation, I would sey, is an' 
administrative quagmire and,that is why it has resulted in 
Government's energy and resources being. drained. Yodernisation 
of an area like the Upper Town Area results in the dispersement . 
of your labour force, disnersement in small groups, Yr Speakeri 
which are difficult to control as a composite whole, are 
diffibult to supervise as separate individual entities because 
they are.all lost in different buildings or 'this room or that 
room, and 'it is difficult to give executive'deoisions of a . 
cohesive nature in respect of many -of the problems they may 
come.  across. It is difficult tc assess- inamodernisation the 
extent of. the work before it is undertaken; it is - Very difficult 
to quantify. It.is difficult also to assess the time:needed in 
order to. do the work and practically, MrSpeakera the--  adminis--
trativenroblems which I am referring to are better understood 
if one compares these problems with those which can be expected 
on a new building site, that is, where there is razed ground 
and. what the constructors are doing is making something new. 
There again you may have some fraction or breaking up of your . 
workforce but it is totally different in concept. There is 
much More facility for overall control. It can be seen, you 
can see the building grow, you don't lose your workforce in a 
building which is already there and that at one point it is 
less, large or more walla are there, you can't see what is being . 
done in a modernisation programme whereas on a building site 
with a new building you can see it progress, you can see how 
you are going, you can anitiCipate your problems with more -
clarity. I am not eaying that a new building prOgramme hasn't 
got any, substantial Problems., it definitely hes, bUt in 
modernisation these are even more apparent. Yr Speaker,• in 
short, this Government has bitten off more than it can chew by 
following.the modernisation programme that it chose to. I.  
would- say that the modernisation programme has not been a 
success. Tie are in its fifth or sixth year and we are told 
that in this last year twenty one families have been housed as 
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a razult of the modernisation schere. rr Sneaker, if that is 
the fruition cf ell these Beers, it hardly. needs further 
eenhaeie. We are in a'sorry stete where 21 femilies' of your 
major development programme•ie all thtt you can produce for 
new hcusinE. I wonder, rr speaker, how many families were 
mOved out to provide these homes and probably the answer will 
1-e in excess of 21. The modcrniaetion scheme has, for the 
claims that the Government mEkr.s about it being cheaper, has' 
absorbed a large element or section of the public purse and.  
hasn't been properly accounted for in that the results have • 
not teen up to steneard. ' It has done very little for the 
overall housinr problem in Gibraltar, Yr Speaker. Some 
people have betehted but I believe that the price has been 
too high. The housing problem has been particularly acute, 
as I said earlier, for the last two years and I say two years 
because I have been in this house for the last two years and 
in that tine there has been little change but, in fact, it is 
more than two years that it has been as it is now. The acute 
housing nroblem which we have dates back to 1975, 1976, since 
the Vcryl Ben. houses were last allocated. It. has been with 
us now for about six years in its present form and it is 
sienificent that the housing Problem has been as it is now for 
the last five or six years because it is five or six years 
since we had any major or substantial housing project. I know 
we in the opposition are always asking for a major housing 
project and this beeMs to be ignored'by Government but there 
.can be no doubt that the only way to make inroads on the 
waiting list, the only way to do something about the housing 
problem ie. to involve yoUrself in a major housing programme. 
Of ccuree, even before Varyl Begg, I am not saying everything 
was rosy before Varyl Pegg, we had severe problems before 
Varyl BeEg. I am not the cfficial historian for this Govern-
ment or-for Gibraltar's last post-war period, but I would say 
that the Government in broad terms took on the responsibility 
for housing after the war and its answer then was the Alameda 
F_state'and obviously then they were faced with -a backlog in 
housing terms and of course a further substantial housing 
burden was developed on the Government of the day at the time 
of the closure of the frontier and then we saw the emergence 
cf the Town Range Transit Centres. What I am saying, hr • 
Speaker, is that these substantial problems have affected and 
even affect today our housing problem but thgy have been 
tackled by previous administrations in one way and that is 
through the Humphreys, roorish Castle, Glacis, the Laguna, 
the Varyl BeEE, and all the other estates, that is the only 
way to tackle the housing problem. If today we had been faced 
with any of those two problems, with any of those sudden and 
unexPected.backlogs that a Government can be faced with, we 
would today be in a far worse position and without a Government• 
able or even ready to tackle those problem's. •We are thankful, 
rr Speaker, that we haven't come across any natural disasters • 
because this Government is already sorely stressed even with a 

'normal housing problem and they have allowed.it to escalate to ' 
the. proportions that it has. The only way we can answer our " 

•  

holisine problem is through major new development. Government 
has strayed from the straight end narrow end te ere E:,kine 
that they roaezeua their position. Sr believe that the 
programme that they should formulate should have es Ito .  
central pivot of nolicy new development and that es subsidiary 
arms to that devej,opment we should have nodernisatipnleccause 
it is, a necessity, we should have our rehabilitation also, we 
should have a more flexible epproach to moCernieation with new 
schemes being introduced as trial schemes in order to see if 
they are more successful than the present modernisation scheme. 
I would like to see treater participetion by the people involved 
in modernisation as to'priority listing, as to are,  comnromise 
that it has to make. I believe modernisation is an extra 
service for which there will be much approval and which will 
naturally result in cooperation by those affected if it is 
approached in the right manner. I feel that the modernisation 
scheme does not take this into account, is fairly hamfisted, 
it has resulted in other problems which I will refer to later 
but I am not saying that it should be done away with. As a 
secondary part of that programme also we should have schemes 
as that outlined by the rinister for Economic Tevelopment which 
I am very pleased to see have been introduce& though I am not 
confident that the Government is going to succeed ih it, and 
other schemes like this. The Government will also have to 
reconsider the question of zoning in Gibraltar, the height of 
buildings and the furtherance of home ownership. The moderni-
sation scheme must be small in proportion with its need within . 
society and small also to further facilitate its overall 
control by Government. That is the only way you can do it, one 
area and small. But these general indications as to how we 
would improve the housing problem or how we would ourselves 
tackle modernisation and development, I.will further expand•on 
if I am given a clear indication by Government of a genuine • 
interest of desire to treaty on this matter and to exchange 
ideas. 'At this stage we are not quite sure how they are going 
to receive this motion and I shall, reserve my position. 'I will 
say that modernisation has resulted in a large number of houses 
being'made vacant and these empty houses in preparation for a 
modernisation scheme which has never happened, have further . 
exacerbated the problem. There can be no doubt of the nember of 
houpes which have been emptied in vain anticipation and these' 
are listed in this rather long list of empty houses given to me 
as a result.of questions: The Government should be doing some-
thing with those houses rather than leaving them waiting for 
the next four or five years •or however long its going to take. 
It should also be noted. that the people who have been moved 
out in a hurry saying: "Ge are going to modernise this building 
next year or in six months tette, we have to move now" have been 
put to considerable hardShip 'and its been for nothing. With 
the 1800 people that-we have.on.the housing list who bre 
urgently in need of a house, how can anyone explain away the . 
existence of almost 300 empty houses which -they cannot in any 
way occupy? Government is itself adding to the fires that 
burn in the people and their anger at the GoVernment's dealing • 
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in hcazina. This trin:s• re to thf second Area which needs 
revision, the social cases, medical cases and young applicants. 
The fact that there are a serious number of social cases in. 
Cibraltar Is alarming. PriMarily, Er 3_eager, because these 
.are due to stresses from their housing conditions and they are 
all otherwise healthy, zone young people and these are subject 
to unbelieveble-nneasures. Being recently married. obviously 
brings its own it is a difficult:time:in life when 
you have.. to' negotiate and come tot compromise in terms of 
behaviour. If you ore not allowed to do this in the privacy -
of your own house, if you have to live with others this is more 
difficult. If you have to live with others and sleep in 
annalling or cramped conditions that- makes it impossible, and 
if as in fact dopes happen, you have to live anart or sleep 
apart, it is intolerable, Er Speaker, and we have social cases 
of this nature. .are they dealt with immediately? No, Yr 
Speaker. Thislast year has been particularly bad as regards 
the Family Care Unit reports. There has also been some 
insensitivity 1.-,11 processing housing -cases and this is something 
that I am certain should.be eradicated and can betradicated by 
the Minister. The Minister shouldatake every care to see 
People personally whenever nossible and he shoUld be as careful 
in explaining their position as possible. That brings me to 
another problem. ':;e are, regrettably, in a limbo stage in 
which-the repartment- finds itself without clear' indications 
as' to who is the Minister. I hope we on this side of the House 
will be as helpful es we can on• this matter because it is not 
a matter which gives us any pleasure or in which we have any 
interest other than a genuine interest. that the - matter be 
tackled as soon'aa possible. My.personal'predicament is that 
at the moment I am. unable to attend to those individuals who 
have coMe•lboking.to me for help and they have- been stalled by 
me for the last two•months-and this is against my nature but as 
I said I am not prepared to at a personal level compromise the 
nresent Minister. However, I would like some help from Govern—
ment in this respect and I think that I have been both fair and 
cautious in my approach to this genuine problem. This brings 
me to medical cases, Mr Speaker. I have asked questions On 
medical problems in the House and have not been given. a full or 
satisfactory answer. but I am confident that what I am saying 
cannot be denied by Government. The extent of medical cases 
in percentage terms is extremely high. This itself is worrying 
but what is appalling, Mr Speaker, and I don't know if it is a 
well enough known point is that the incidence of brorichitis in 
children is alarming. I just kept on seeinc bronchitis, 
bronchitis and it didn't mean anything to me until I was • 
informed that the principal cause for these cases of bronchitis 
is the'dampness and the poverty of - the living conditions of the 
Gibraltarian and it is particularly hara7hitting on children. 
Then at a later stage after I discovered this I saw a letter 
written-by a young doctor at the Health Centre, commenting on 
aa patient of five or six years of age. 'He again enalysed there 
that the problem was bronchitis, that it was due to appalling •  

damp living condition and he aent on further tosan that this 
illness had been connletela or alocet completely eradicated 
in the United Einadom, so ouch so, that wi.en he studied thisa 
illneaa'at medical school he had only been elle to study it 
in text books, there hoi been no patients for it. And yet 
here he come and 'he found one after the otlicti these children 
with.tl•is problem. Hot enough, Mr Spea?-.er, is being done to 
attend to the nerents of those effected children. Again, I 
find insensitivity in this area and that should be totally.  
unnecessary. I em always left speechless when T"am tole'. by 
individuals that they have been treated with insensitivity 
at the Housing Department, I can't uneerstand it. Surely, 
there is a ministerial aim that should be put first and 
foremost, give a good service. You pay for it at the eleCtions 
if you don't. Then we come to. the young married people, an 
area of panticular concern because the youth of Gibraltar are 
the.future of Gibraltar end if we do not make provision for 
the future where are. we, Er Speaker? Of course, as I said. • 
earlier, it is the young married couples who are at the bottom 
of the list, who have the least hope and who are actually told 
by the Mousing renartment: "I don't know why - you bother, you'll • 
never be giVen a house". That is another area of insensitivity. 
This will lead, if it hasn't already started to a brain drain 
in Gibraltar. The youth, when faced with no prospects as 
regards housing will be given no option but to leave and that, 
is a problem that must be considered by this Government. I 
ask that Government make every effort to ensure that further. 
incentive schemes like that proposed.. by the Minister:which 
will only help two or three families, be introduced. I think 
the Minister's statement for development of the Government 
properties by the private sector und.erlies'his own•awareness 
of -the problem bUt how can he possibly.hope.that.-three or 
four houses will solve the problem. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, if the Honourable Member will give ray. 

HON A J HAINES: 

Certainly. 

BON A J CJ EPA; 

Has.the Honourable Member read the statement properly, has 
he read the answer that I gave him to •a question-  earlier in 
the proceedings? Would•he care to have a look at the figure 
leaving out City Till Lane, and tell me what that figure is? 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I don't have the figures in my head, I remember 
that it was only three.or four. 

127. .128. 



ECM 

• It thirteen. The answer, that I gave him was thirteen, • 
• leaving out City Mill Lane. I said we were dealing with a 
total of thirteen units. 

EON A J EdaTES: 

I hardly see that thirteen or four will make any difference 
when you have got eighteen hundred on the waiting list. 

EON A J OANEPA: 

..Mr Sneaker, but thirteen is not two or three. It is four 
tires that and either we give the correct figures that have 
been provided in this House in answer to questions or the 
whole thing•is a travesty if We are just twisting facts. • 

BON A J HAYNES: 

I ar not twisting Theta. This is why I was prepared to give 
way. If•the Minister is so angry .... 

HON A J CA.M Ai 

Cf course I am angry because you are twisting facts that I 
have provided for you in this House. 

ER SPEAKER: 

Order. . 

HON A J HAYNI.;S: 

You are angry because you have been told the truth. 

YR SPEAKER: 

Will you stop talking across the floor of the House and 
address the Chair. You will not give'way again. 

.HON A J HAYS S: 

The Minister's violent interruption only assures me that I am 
hitting on the point, Mr Speaker. Why would he jump up and 
down when it is three or four instead of'fourteen. 

HON A J CANEPA: 
• • 

Mr Speaker, if the Honourable Member will give way. I will 
jump up or down, if he is not giving way then I won't of 

• course. 
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EON i. J HAYMES: 

You will have your opportunity to answer this motion and 
inform me of any. other travesties of facts. 

HCN A J CAMEPA: • 

!.r Speaker, I warn the Honourable Member,that I will deal with 
him on any other future-occasion in exactly the same way 
myself. 

ER SPEAKER: 

Order. 

HON A J.HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, this brings me to the fact that there are 256 empty 
houses and not just 13 for the Minister to get on with and let 
him come up with some facts. Then we come to the administra-
tive structure, and the problems ensuing from such. There is 
a'need for revision in this area if Government is to reassess 
their housing programme. I would suggest that the adminis-. 
trative structure lack cohesion. nre.hzve four 'ministries 
involved in the Eousing Department and that at crucial level 
there tends to be or it appears that there tends to be a aadk 
of unison of purnose, there is the Minister for Economic 
Tevelopment who is in charge of the overall development 
policy, there is the Minister for Public Works who does the 
work in that respect, then there is the Minister for Labour 
and .Social Security in charge of the Faieily Care, Unit and 
then lastly, the 'Minister for Housing. He seers to have the ' 
least control or power over a housing policy and yet is there 
to take the knocks when the policy doesn't work out. I find . 
that unsatisfactory, Mr Speaker. Just take the Family Care 
Unit alone. The fact that we had to wait so long for reports. 
to be given and one Minister saying it is not his job, it is.  
another Minister's job, that is not satisfactory, Mr Speaker, 
especially if one takes into' account the importance of.the 
individual complaint.. One Minister should.be  in overall 
control of the whole housing policy or programme. Be should 
be able to cut through the red tape between one ministry and 
another and now that they have' told me that they do have such 
an overall authority then why haven't they been using it, Mr 
Speaker? I believe that there is not' that cohesion, there 
must be more cohesion. Also, on the administrative structure, 
Er Speaker, we have .the Housing Departnent Committees which 
seem to be doing very good work and are, I hope, firmly in 
command. The DPBG have in their manifesto and on all .other 
occasions given full support to this system and I would like 
to have this opportunity to state my wish to act as an 
observer on at least one occasion for both of these Committees. 
This has been the subject of.correspondence and I would like.an 
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answer from the Minister. Then we come also to other adminiu-' 
trative structure Prolleme, the welting-  list figures; given to 
u!, after months of reoueatn by the Oenositionthey suddenly 
announce that they will provide e list of five in respect of 
each of the departments. Yr'Speal,.er, I rerember•when we first , 
asked for this tencility to be offered-or Liven, we were told 
that it wto innoncible bass se the changes that occur orna 
daily basis sre such that it would reeuire either their whole 
team to work Ahem out and yet, Mr Speaker, we have almost the 
sane names enperrinn month after month after month. I don't 
think that this can be in any way called a travesty of faCts 

d. if the Honourable Minister for Economic Development has 
not seen then I would invite him to examine these figures 
themselves and if that is the case it not only reflects that 
there is not much movement in terms of housing but.that 'the 
Covernment can produce longer figures and we have been told 
now that there are, in the various categories, 155 bedsitter 
applicants.432 two rooms kitchen, bathroom, 657 three room 
kitchen and bathroom, etc. _We would like to see these figures 
put in the waiting list, in their terms of priority. Mr 
Speaker, to wind un, I would ask the Government to take these 
problems which I have enunciated in the spirit in which they 
ere delivered end not so far -es they have been responded to 
by the Honourable Minister for Economic Development. I would • 
submit•thtt perhaps the beet way to start is with a new 
rinister, a fresh start. I would certainly say that they need , 
e new policy. I don't think I need to emphasise further the 
threat that the housing problem means to the youth -of Gibraltar 
and the need for this problem to be tackled. We, on this side 
of the Mouse, Yr Sneaker, hove no message. for those who ignore 
these housing problems in the hone that they will. simplygo 
away. If the Government adopts an unthinking policy of • 
ignoring the problem, it is-the youth and not the problems who.  
will go away. We are not saying that we have all the answers, 
Mr Speaker, but at least we have the courage to face the facts, 
to identify the problems and to encourage Government to do 
something about then. Having said that, Mr Speaker, I await 
with trepidcticn the answer by the Minister. 

Yr Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the 
Honourable i. 3 Haynes' motion. 

FCN A J.CANEPA: • 

Mr'Speaker, I will be dealing myself with the elements of the 
motion dealing with modernisotion and development and then my 
-colleague the Minister for Housing will deal with the wider 
issues:. It is extraordinary, Mr Speaker, how neople can stand 
up in the House and accuse the Government of being insensitive 
and then perform and behave in the manner in which the 
Honourable Member opposite behaves regarding personal insensi-
tivity. If the way that he twists facts - and the way that he 
just callously rides over the intervention- which one makes to.  
try and rectify that wrong impression is indicative of the way 
• 

thbt he rould just deal with individuele he vier to fine 
himself in the position of :'inister for ronsine, then I 
honestly don't know that there is to look forward .to. Let me 
warn the Honourable Member that I will not in future take the 
same core as I 'have taken in preparing answers to questions 
which he puts where fabtual information is involved. 

11CM A J HAYMES: 

Is.that a threat, Yr Speaker? 

FCTI A J CANEPA: 

I am not giving way once to the Honourable Member opposite, Yr 
Speaker. There were earlier in this session two questions 
that required a great deal of work by top civil servants and: 
myself.-  One in which I made a very..detailed statement on the 
Port, which I could refused to have made having regard to the 
fact that I made a statement in July and, secondly, again the 
very detailed answer that I gave him with factual information 
on'the redevelopment by the private sector of Government 
housing. But if thirteen becomes two or three then, Mr Speaker, 
thirty million can also be twisted-.by the Honourable Member in • 
whatever manner it suits him. T don't do that in the Rouse. 
Perhaps because it is my background as a mathematician to stick 
to the facts, I do not twist factual information and I resent 
.when that is done and I resent when it is done for a shameful 
political purpose. At least one thing that the Honourable 
Member cannot say is that when they deal with me they do not , 
know on what grounds they are dealing with and what are the 
principles that I subscribe to. The Honourable Member has 
failed to put the problem of modernisation and the building. of 
new housing in its true and in its proper prospective. He has 
-spoken glibly of the need for a major housing programme such as 
another Varyl Pegg Estate as if the cost of such a programme 
was peanuts and as if the money for such a programme saes readily 
available. Of course we would like to build seven hundred, 
eight hundred, a thousand houses if that were posaible. Yhich 
Government wouldn't want to do that? It is popular anart from 
anything else but not only does Gibraltar itself not have the 
resources to undertake such a programme,, but let me warn the 
Honourable Member and-let me, in passing, warn the public, that 
there is not e great deal of sympathy in the Vinistery of Over-
seas Development for Gibraltar's housing problem. If he doesn't 
want to accept that then he. can behave in the manner that he has 
behaved here this morning. But, if it ds a reality of life, 
then our ability to overcome what is our greatestsocial problem 
is very, very limited indeed. You cannot, Yr Speaker, build 
without bricks and mortar and Gibraltar at the moment is 
limited in the extent to which we have those.bricks and.mortar. 
A major housing programme of the size of the Varyl BeEg Estate 
would, at a very conservative estimate, 700 units, by conser-
vatively not allowing for inflation at all, at EL0,000 per unit,. 
entails the disbursement of £28m. The tenders for St Joseph's 
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an Ct Jeco's roueine 7e-totes were .n0,000 but I can tell the 
Honourable renber that ;the ectimete in reebect.  of future 
beil7ine ore higher than that. 'pace' with that problem, 
erior to rutting out to tender the ten units at Oetalan Bay, 

'ry colleague the .::inister for Public Worles palled in contrac-
tors and eeerrieee ther of the facts.' If it is going to cost 
in-excess of £40,00CG• to build a housing unit, there is not 
eoinE to bee greet deal of building of new housing or any 
housing in Gibraltar over the next few years because we simply • 
will rot have the roney for that and either because of the 
warnitE whfch cy colleague gave the building, contractors or 
because ef the fact that the building industry is at this 
point in time going through a lean period, one was very glad 
to see that the tenders that were received were substantially 
less than E40,000 per unit and nearer to Z30,000. On that 
basis perhaps we riEht be able to build more houses that will 
otherwise be the case for the next few years regardless Of 
whet response we get from the British Government becausea am 
one who firmly believesethat we have to harness our limited 
resources in continuing to build houses. I think we have an 
obligation to do so and ifwe have to tax ourselves to a 
greater extent I am willing to propound that policy with all 
the unpopular effects they may have. I am not in public. 
life, rr Speaker, for temporary popularity and I have in the 
nine years in which I have been in Government, I have indica-
ted more than once that I an prepared to do what in my view 
and in the vier of the Government is necessary. It may well 
be that the rents of - whatever new housing we are able to 
provide will have to be higher, will have to be considerably 
higher but, again, I believe that if people who are faced 
with a serious housing Problem are prepared to pay £55 or £60 
a week rent for very sub-standard furnished accommodation, 
then I think if offered a new flat by the Government, they 
will accept that it is reasonable that they should pay E30/35 
or whatever it is that they have to pay as a weekly rent. We 
may also have to seriously consider the finishes of our • 
housing. We may seriously have to provide something which is 
less lavish. In the .same way as at Rosie Dale tiles were not 
provided, we might well in order to cut costs, have to move 
in the direction in which we provide more a basic shell and 
allow people to spend from their own resources Whatever they 
can-in improving that. It happens in-the case of private 
sector housing. One is aware of many young families who, • 
when they are able to get their hands on a sub-standard flat 
in the private sector, ;rill spend. £3,000/:^,'x.,000/;5,000 in 
embellishing it and in improving it and that is the direction 
in which we may have to move if funds continue to be limited. 
I have already explained in the House here previously, 1.:r • 
Speake'r, if it matters at all what I say in answer to 
questions, the-t modernisation is not intended to figure-in , 
the next revelopment Programme as prominently as it has in 
the -oast. In fact,.I think that the nrovision'that we have 
in the development programme for modernisation only 
amounts.to 2Z.or .even less of what we would like to build. 

133. 

The: accent will very much be en raw hoesini, if et el,  pece!lle. 
The rwlerniLetion peoeramme end the ree"cenieLtion scheme is not 
arbitrary, rr Zezce-her. Wary of the. people eh° hevc teen living 
in flate thet have been cereerece for rodernietiee have lacer; 
living in those flrte for many yceee ue."ier ver;, eifficult 
conditione, not having rinimel facilities it reepect of a 
toilet, running eeter, in nroperties which, ee the rcneuretle 
Farber said', are very, very damp. and in Lci:e: decanted into 
other Government housing end then, perhape, returning. They 
have net...been selected in en erbitrery fashion when achy of 
thee are epolicrnte on the rousing list end very high up at 
that. The need for modernisation is self-evident, rr Speaker, 
if the Upper Town that the Honoureble Ferber spoke of is not 
to become a slum. It is the real Gibraltar rne unless we are 
going to have a diVision whereby new housing is provided in the 
nee. areas of Gibraltar to the north and the south end the rest 
of the town is to be allowed 'to deteriorate into slum condi-
tions, unless we are able to allow that the only way the 
-problem can be tackled is for moeernisation and, the moderni-
sation scheeee are beinE successful in restoring the character 
of the old city. Flat Bastion Road, Tank Ramp, and now 
notably in Castle Road, Road to the Lines, a very successful 
scheme which is providing a very reasonable number of units, 
28 or 29 new-modernised units. Jgain, I should warn Ferabers 
that it'is true to say that with modernisation in the areas 
where accees is difficult, the cost is high. This has been 
the case with Lime kiln Steps but the alternative, as Iaeay, 
is either to allow those to deteriorntc to an even worse 
standard which would make them unfit for human habitation or 
else to put a progrcnme in hand. To speak of insensitivity 
on the part of the Government, rr Speaker, makes a mockery of 
the Honourable ('ember's concern. I Co not know whether it is. 
insensitivity-on the part of officials, I do not think that 
there is insensitivity on the part of Elected Fembers of this 
House. I am very often surprioed by the extent to which, for 
instance, the Chief rinister himself, with all the cares and 
duties of his high office, the extent to which in his compa-
ssion he gives time and interviews to housing applicants. 
This he does regularly and. I am surprised, quite frankly, and . 
I will -say it publicly that the Chief Finister does this.. 
think that the response which people over the years have 
received from successive Housing ministers has been onaof 
concern and compassion for their problems but what we must not 
do, Fr Speaker, is to mislead people. If you are interviewing 
an applicant who has 300 points, when people at the.top of 
the list have 700/800 points, you cannot. tell that person that 
he has no problems and that .he is going to get a house in 2 or 
3 year's time, if that is not possible. You have a duty to 
tell people the truth and the fact that you tell them the truth 
does not mean that you arc insensitive. zany of us-onthis 
side s of the House know what it is to-live in difficult housing 
conditions. I wonder whether the Honourable rember himself 
has first hand experience and first hand knowledge,• either 
himself or in his close relatives of what it means to live in ' 
,difficult housing conditions. I have, because I have lived • 
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n:n;c1f. I have seen ry brother end ry two si_Aere livinr.  in 
the 

 
_n: r. bef:room ea ay ft.ther ar.c me ecthcr one I meeclf 

livice in enell corrii-or with e. lcneth of E feet with the 
main door on re left. 31x of us living in one-bedroom/ 
e'ining room. : have e::,ptrience.thct myself and I have seen 
that in ry rcletivee. I fell to sec ho-. that experience can 
mc•-e. one other then ccenLeeionete but perheps what it is easy 
or Id not easy the temptation certainly is there cn the part 
of the Honeurable rember opposite, is to pretend that there 
are no constreipte because every person that approaches him. 
is a potential vote-catcher an when you are on that side of 
the House:, Yr jpeek.er, that is easy, when you. are on this side 
of the Mouse for every 100 units that are allocated by the • 
Honourable minister for Housing, there are many more than 100 
people who are diseatiefied and who think that they.themselves 
have an equal or greater right and that is where I quarrel with 
the Honourable Eember cpnosite. I thought that his approach 
would have been in concrete terms more well-meaning and not in 
the manner in Which he just dismisses the real the the factual 
asnect of the situation. When I spoke the other day about the 
scheme that is in the process of being launched, I said, Yr 
Speaker, that it was a pilot scheme. It is one which may give 
precisely hope to young applicants who are very far down the 
housing list end who will have an opportunity in this manner 
to meet and to solve their housing problem. I said it was a 
pilot 'scheme and that if it was successful it could be 
followed by others because there is, of course, no point in 
having in the upner areas of town flats lying empty- for 4 or 
5 years. Of course, there is no Point in doing that and if the 
Government for one reason or another is unable to do anything 
about that accommodation and if thct accommodation cannot be 
left in its present conditions, then it is only right and 
_prceer that we should look for alternative means of utilising 
those resources in order to meet the problem. .I am sorry, Mr. 
Sneaker; that the Honourable Kember has somewhat marred what 
should hove been a debate in which I think there are less 
real political difference on both sides of the House to the 
approach to the matter. The main difference being, of course, 
that we are the ones that have cot the responsibility, it is 
us who have the problem of building housing and much aserre 
would like the money just isn't there. If there are people 
in Gibraltar who think that the Government has unlimited 
wealth, then the sooner they.are disabused the earlier that 
will be and, unfortunately, Gibraltar regrettably may have; 
if not next year, the year after that or the year after that, 
we might be faced with a situation in which people .are going 
to be brought face to face with the reality of the situation 
and that is-that the financial resources of the Government ' 
are only the financial resources •of the people and that the 
only way we may be able to meet not only_the problem that we 
are going to have in housing, but other very serious social 
and economic problems, is going to be by taxing ourselves and.-
to that extent and in that respect this Government has never 
been found wanting.. Thank you, Yr Speaker. 
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I third: the contribution of the rinieter for Lconoeic 
DevelopMent contains a lot offactuel and eeotionza natters 
which if we are talking about the direction of policy we need 
to take into account objectively. I fin( that in roving the 
motion, the Honourable Yr Haynes is to auneort that 
the Government should recognise the need to revise the direc-
tion of its housing policy without having told us what he 
thinks that direction is or where he thinks the direction 
should be pointed to instead. I do not know what I cm being 
asked to •support or what I am being asked to criticise in 
the.policy of the Government. I find that in the past, on 
more than one occasion, I have been told in this House by the 
Benourable Yr Eaynes and his colleagues that their main 
quarrel with the Government,is not a mutter of policy but a 
matter of efficiency. and a matter of administration and that 
if he was in Government he would be able to make the system 
work better. I find* that 'difficult to believe if I am to 
judge by some of the things that I have heard him say in this 
House, but he may be right. My position is that I do not-
think the system can be made to work. My position is that I 
think the system needs changing and I am not sure whether he 
himself is asking in this motion for a' recognition of that 
fact, for a recognition of the fact that the fundementals of 
housing are the fundamentals that have been pointed out by 
the Minister for Economic Development and they are the funda-
mentals of the creation and the distribution of wealth. ;re 
we talking about being trilling to devote more resources to 
housing or are we talking about a belief that more can be done • 
with the existing resources because the Government is mismana-
ging those resources. If it is a question of rismanageMent'of 
existing resources and es I understood itthe bull: of previous 
criticisms from the members. of the (Deposition other than 
myself in this House, the bulk of their criticism of Government 
has been a criticism of mishandling situations, of mismanage-
ment of resources, of bad decison-making, but not of fundamental 
policy. In analysing his own motion, the Honourable Tember 
devoted the bulk of his time to the ouestion of modernisation. 
I agree entirely with what he had to say on modernisation. I 
have said it myself for very many years in this House that the 
amount of money that modernisation was taking up was in fact 
such that the modernisation programme was rapidly becoming the 
alternative to a housing , construction programme instead of • 
being a supplementary port of it playing a complementary role 
where it could be shown and that is the'only way one can 
analyse it economically, where it could be shown that by 
devoting resources to modernising existing property, one could 
get a return to the housing stock which was greater than the . 
use of those resources in new construction, then there is an. 
economic case for modernisation. The question of rehabilita-
ting property and maintaining property is not the same thing 
because that is anothef' element which is not specifically 
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:e,ntieee-' in metier: but which : c' very ieperttmt. 
that if 7C ,!1.:7;1. co on builc'ing hoeece end 

t:een :12c. Ibem 1: Lo into t,.ceuee wc Co not 
enintein the:, tbcn oeeeelves not juet sieply 
tuelfin: hceelne cetate.;, building houeing.slums, huge slums 
.able': f:. ...•c Ce-errzent will tc in En economic no:,ition 

• te et ThntelL one cf the fendtmentall.., I thinh, of 
policy thct eel.ds to be ren'nrcieed, that we cannot simply 
talk about devotlne funds to creating ncw houses without 
coneiderire ho- theee heneee ere Leine to te financed through 
e ueeful life, to the extent that the return on those houses.  
• profuce sufficient funds to reintain the' euelity of the 
housing, stock. If we simply tax people in order to build 
hceees and tae, find subsequently that the burden of maintaining 
the Government housing stock is •swallowing all the Government's • 
re sources, cny future Government will be in a colossal mess, 
rr . Specker. hose ere fundamental policy decisions which I ' 
would hove 'expected the mover of the motion to be pointing to 
if ho talking about the need to reappraise, and revise the 
• direction of houeing policy because I think. this is where . 
reel. 

 
car- -era of a collapse cf the whole of Government's finat-

ciel etructure teceuse of the element of housing and the 
proportien of the Government's•finencep that are taken up by 
Scneine. both thrOegh •the chunk of the development programme 
• t -ie devoted•to housing and through the expenditure of 
e:ainteining.  the Public Worke nepartment whose main Vote is • 
the neintenence of the housing stock. The mover said that 
the Government reeuiree to make a clear statement of policy. 

would. hcve thought that if we are all agreed that there is 
no clear strterent of policy.then we cannot do it to revise 
the direction of a policy if we don't know whet the policy. is. 
He said that implicit in the motion was the recognition that 
all is not well with housing. .Well, I think there is no 
question about that. robody would say that all is well with 
1:.ceeing otherwise vie would not hate housing being such a hot 
political potato as •it is or the position of rinieter for. 
Eoucing being such an unpleasant one as it is. If all was 
• well with housing then people would be fighting to be Housing 
rinister, not fighting to get out I don't think any.- 
body can doubt that all is not well with housing but I think 
that whet one hos to be clear about is whether to start off 
eetth, we are talking genuinely, if it isn't just a question 
of having a motion. on housing here which people outside, and 
net people here because nobody bothers to come in and listen 
to s, :'r Sneaker, unless it is something that affects somebody 
or there is a demonstration outside lobbying the House of 
Aceembly which sometimes upsets people in it, apart from those 
rare occedione, I don't think'we get a very large audience. 
_f :.'e are talking about a motion on hgtsing which is obviously 

. always a good political Potato because people outside will just 
note that the word housing is the only bit of the motion they 
w

. 
411 understand what the rest of it means but they Will under-

stand the Opposition is pressing the Government on housing and  

they underetzn,'. that thee h:vrn't (ot hbesc r.TIC they elco 
underett.n tl',tt they neat one tnd the,: hop: there ie e 
connection between the pozeibility of theil eettiTe house . 
cnd the feet that we ere eirire. vic.w:: on hc:::ir4 he,r,.. If 
that is all that Ia hapecnine, ::ell, I am Lorre that a problem 
as scriou this one is simply being eere in that v:aw. I 
hope it 1:1;Ti l t se beCFUSe I have heel'' the roneeren.- :ember 
make .,:hat I coneider to have been•one of hie root impressive 
an,: genuine. speeches in this; H-:use when he raiser' the 
question of the neonle in Caeole's Puilding and I think that 
thrtshowed me that for him the housing situation was not 
simply e vote catcher but'something that hcving cone to 
knowing :through personal contact, he himself is prepared to 
devote a . great•deal of his political energy to helping.; to 
resolve, and I hope that it is in that way that he is bringing 
the motion to this rouse and. not simply, as perhaps has been 
suggested by the .rinister for Economic Development in his 
reply,' simply because it .is a good thing to hit the Government 
over the head with. '.I can say that so. far from whet-he has 
said I hope he will be able to say more en that ho- thinks l's 
the policy that is required. There is really no nroblem in 
supporting the motion as it stands because the notion as it 
stands and in the absence of a.clear cut statement of policy 
from the .Honourable rember who is moving the motion which by . 
implicetion would be what she would be• expecting me to vote for, 
I have no problem in votinE for this. If the roeee is concerned 
at the continuing and escalating housing problem in Gibraltar, 
well, I think there is no. question about it, the House is 
concerned, if it wasn't concerned it wouldn't be a subject 
matter for us to. be devoting three or four hours of our time 
to discussing it. I think the Government certainly needs to 
reanpraise and revise the direction of its housing policy but 
I am not sure that what I think is its direction is whet the 
Government thinks is its 'direction or what the Honourable Hr 
Haynes thinks'is its direction and I am not sure the revision 
that. I want is the one that he wants. As long as he leaves it 
as nebulous as this, I have no problem in voting for this and 
saying what the revision that is required is as far as I am 
concerned. I certainly agree with whatlie has said about the 
modernisation and development. I am not sure what is the 
policy change that is required in social cases, medical cases 
and young atplicants.and'I don't think. one can scy that a 
policy change is required because people are insensitive in 
the Housing Department. Y.hether they are insensitive or not 
is, I think, dependent on who you are, really, in terms of the 
treatment that you get and how willing You are to accept that 
treatment. Some people ere made to wait a very- long tire for 
en interview and never complain bee:Alec it is not in their 
character or personality to 'do .it, some people get interviews 
every week and still went to go there and string .everybody up. 
In any case, even if it was the'case that the 7.epartnt was 
insensitive, the policy in terms of asking for a change'of 
direction of policy, the policy must be either as I see it to 
give more weight to these people at the expense of other. 
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o-nolionte cr to give leen eefEht to these neonls ane give 
-ore tc neenle nhs htve 'teen on the eeltinn list on people 
eho heve Ect beC heseing coneeticae. if you cen 
coceo ore ncre importent then people on thc welting list,' 
or people with daneness, thet does not co anything to ,solve 
the heeieino problem for the -ehcle ceneueity. That deco not 
ec inythlng to inoneeec the etoch of hounen. L11 tht.t it 
dole ie thst It meene thtt the person on the na_tine list 
will hive to ncit lcnner `the the social cc sse will get 
It enlicr. ; am not myself .,pre rhethcr thc. biLnce is 
rioht to-ay as tetncen these. categorien end people rho are 
in defferent catecories, ncr en I sure myself wnether the 
balance needs to be change.' more in favour cf these Oases 
.end lese in the favour of other cases, I em not sure. I am 
not sore either'rhether the mover of the motion is 
in fact, a greeter proncrtion of houses for this cateEory 
that he has mentioned at the. expense of other categories or 
not. I an not sure if v‘hen he is talking about the need to 
reappraise apd revise the directionof policy as reEards 
social cases, redicol cases end young anolicents is he saying, 
and I an not sure that there is a special category - celled 
youne applicants, I don't thinh there is, but if he is saying 
e need to have, soy, fifty per cent of houses for social 

caeee, reeical cases and your. applinantc, and that is the 
einection the nolicy should tehe, then it is certainly some- 
thing that needs a ict of careful thought. I can assure the 
Honourable l'eMber that one of the things that I think one 
need:, to do in terms of social casee and meCicel cases is to 
-.::e sere that they are 1(X)5 genuine. It in sometimes 
nossible to oroeuce a very strong case which is very diffiCult 
to fault en nepen '-at which is not necessarily an accurate 
reflection cf the nredicarent of the eeonle concerned and there 
ney be ether people in werce situations, through overcrowding, 
through bad nhysicel housing conditions or who have been 
waiting very natiently and uncomplaining for many, many years. 
If we are talkino about beino fair to people, then I thinh 
the lloune would sueport 1005 the proeuction of a fair system 
in which nricrity :for houolne reflected need for housing and 
no Othen ceneiderotiont thinh that is really- what the aim 

of licy nhcnif be. :f that is not Governments nolicy, then 
t.h4 nh Governnent'o nolicy ohculd be clearly defined to the 

eotent of saying: "First of all, can the Gibraltar Government 
tshe on the reeponsibility of'nrovidine a house for every 
sinele Gibrolterien family or every single fanily resident in 
Gibraltar thetwishes to live in a Government Mouse". If. it 
can and it wants to do it ti-ca then the target must be to 
house the whole of Citrrltar in Govennrent housing and how can 
we Eno about achieving thit target. I think that that has been 
implicit in Governeent housing policy since the war, without 
even being. explicitly nteted. Py irolicetion, irrespective of 
y n our meas, irreepective of your ability to house yourself, - 
you have been entitled to apply for e Government housing and 
go on to the raiting list. I can understand if this is some-. 
thing that the United Kingdom Government is aware of, I can  

certninly nnt'trstend why there would be vary little eeeenthy 
in ODA. hre a recent case, r Speaker, of edit cLsc 
in the 1Tnit,t0 ItinfOon - hcre ecnctody wan fined~.. oonoederoble 
enount of money..eonethinE half r willies eonne or sore- 
thirn 111,e that and they mentioned the address on FPC. I 
vender rh; t the reaction would hove been in the ib YinEdom 
if it via said that that was e heuec, re necolc under
etind Council houses in the rnited 1:ingCce, n the. nort of 

-r. thy thet woele elicit for :id men the rnitcd Y.ineeon to. 
1.unf: mere Connie"' hoUsco, for whom? The Unitee. Linedo-1 enethe 
United Kingdom local authorities are in a different situation 
ednittedly yhere oconle have tot on.co-ortunity vhich they 
don't have in Gibraltar am' which it scens.very difficult to 
provide in Gibraltar, where people have an opoortnnity to 
provide hou3ian• for thenaelves at rcoscnnbly modcnit cost, the 
colicy that hos evolved in the United Kingdom really is that 
public housing is something that acts es.  a safety net en,wring 
that nobody is, without a roof over,  their head. I think in 
Gihroltar if it was ever the intention to do that, then 
•certainly that is something that ye have fenc: to do because • 
we hove got the two extremes. have gat -come living in 
Government housing who con well offcrd to proviCe for them-
selves and we have got people - ho have no choice but to pay 
,three quarters of their income in rented acconoodation. I - 
certainly would agree entirely that there is a need to re- z+ 
apnraise and revise the Cirection et the housing nolicy 
because I don't think the houeing policy is achieVinn what 
really should be achieved nhich'is a .supnly of Government 
houses to ensure that those in need are eels tc cbtoin a 
reasonable level of accommodation at a reasonable cost within 
a reasonable period of time. That, es a... fundamental aim of 
housing policy, is certainly not being achieved ond we 
ccrtrinly need to discover why it is not being achieved'. I 
think it. is.easy enough to ask the. Government to provlf7e for 
a:level  of building such as we hove seen in the Vore" Pegg 
:Estate but I thin: it is enuelly valid for the Government to • 
soy to us: "Well, that cost twenty eight million pounds, are. 
you saying that you are prpeared to onnoort the level of 
teYetion reruired to raise twenty eight nil lien pounds to 
build another Varyl Pegg or you ere styinf that you went 
another Veryl. Penn built and the Dritich Oovcrnment must 
provide the trcnty eight million peurCo ':hen there is every 
indication that the Pritish Government is noing. to be very 
unsyepathetic to that because, in fact, even in their own 
Local Authorities, where there is nowhere river the proportion 
of public housing that nn hevo in Gibralter, there is no 
Locel Authority in the .United Kingdom that Lu.gct (5 to 705 
of public houninE cant of the totnl housing. stock. TPhs level 
in the United Ma: dom in good ereen in soap his lie5,  to 
455. in bad areas, which are the ones controlled by the 
Conservatives, it is only 55 or 105. I don't hnoa to what 
extent crA analyses these matters but I thought if it does 
and if .it is influenced in any way by done:. tic nulicy on • 
those issues, then we would have a very, very tough time 



ccrviLdir.L ap.k. that rith public hounint already resching 555 
to 705, there is juetification for further increase in the 
setiic sector in public cenerehip of heusee. I think we face 
en .eetrenels .erieue nroblels which in its eseence is economic, 
Ithink in the past there hove ten mistakes made. I an myself 
convinced that the noderniertion nrogrrmse, allied' with the 

ceueed be the eon-allocation of the final blocks of 
Vcrel Bess which the Government res plenninL to have and I 
think if the House will recall, at that stage the non-alloca-
tion of'Veryl Pegg nesnt thet the people who would have got 
intc.Veryl Begs didn't go into Vary]. regg which meant the 
houses that they would have left which were going to be used 
for' decanting were not then available, which' meant that the 
whole rodernisati.on programme took longer then it might 
otherwise have done and cost more than it would otherwise 
heve cane, the whole history of that has made a. problem that 
was bE.e, worse. I don't think anybody can deny that, not 
even the Government. The Government say it was beyond their 
control, as politicians. I don't think rembers of this House 
on this side voulC expect any Government to come along here 
and bang theiS chest and say "rea culna" three tires and then 
go to an election in a couple:of yeers-time so that we can 
parade that over them. They are bound to try and -justify it • 
even if there is an element ofbad planning or misjudgement 
but I don't think the motion, as I understand it, is concerned 
with the-quality of the judgement of the people who are today 

e in Government. It is concerned with fundamental. policy 
decisions that would be necessary whoever was in Government. 
The essence of those fundamental policy decisions are economic 
and we were being told in another motion that brought to this 
House, Yr Speaker, on ]ridgy, that it would be-  very wrong to 
mislead people about our possibility to be insulated from the 
realities of the outside world. I think that whereas I don't 

'accent that in the case of the Dockyard, I would certainly 
accept that statement in the case for a lot of .other policies 
that we discuss in this House. are apparently telling • 
people that the unachievable can be achieved and the. unobtainable 
can be obtained and I would not want to be a party to that 
because I believe that it is possible to resolve some funs-
rental problems affecting our community es it is possible to 
resolve those fundamental problems in other parts of the world 
but I Co so from a specific approach which is the basis of my 
political phyloeoph and. in Cupnortine the motion, which I am • 
Lai/It to do, I must make it clear 'to the House that for me 
the sense of direction that is recuired, is not simply a 
seeation of saying: "Nell, give more points to so and so, so 
that he has got a better chence of Letting a house than the • 
other person". Or simply saying: "..ell, modernisation isn't 
working fast enough because there are groups of workers 
distributed all over the place and you cannot keep tabs on • 
them". „T. .am talking about the need for .a  cnhesive policy on 
housing based on an ideological commitment to a particular 
way of onsanising the economy. That is why I will support  

the motion because I thin', th:t is the chrene that I rrlieve le 
rceuircr7 tut I 4n not eurc thr t thr t is thr eh:sic tL is being 
advocated by the mover but the mover isn't asking me as far as I 
es concerned to snpeort nectescrily the nelicy thst he does but 
to. say that the Governmcsst neeCe to ere:Luce a rceereisci of 
it:, policy, are: centvinle re far rc. I a.r. concerncel, I err con- • 
vinced that thLt is neceesery. Let me just say one final point: 
I cannot be sere to what extentthatwoule apply to the sueetion 
of the administrative structure of the Housing Deportment 
because I am tarninenabout fundenentsl solicies sr.( I am not 
talking about the seeinistretion of the huueiss lenIsteent and 
I am not quite sure that that neaps, 'anyway, teceuse all that 
the mover said .in respect of that point, as far as I can recall, 
is that the Housing Committees were doing a very good job and 
that they supporteC the system and that he would like to sit in 
as an observer in the Committees. . 

HON A J BAYNES: 

If the Honourable l: ember will Live way. I was referring to the 
fact that there arc four Einisters involved in the adninistra-' • 
tive structure of housing and that there is a lack or cohesion.  
within those ministries and I made particular reference to the 
Family Care Unit reporting problems of the last' year. 

HON J BOSsANO: 

I am grateful for that Mr Speaher. 1 took the administrative 
structure to mean the way the housing stock is managed by the 
administration, that is what I would have understood by that. 
It day be that it needs to be managed in a different way but 
it seemed to me that there had been no reference to that tart 
of the motion froe‘ what the Honourable Eomber had said. I take 
it then that what he is saying is that one should not have 
departments which do not come directly under the housing' 
Linister involved in different :accts of the housing problems 
and that it would be better if it were centralised and all under 
the sane hinister. I think that there is probably a great deal. 
of logic in that and I would support that .as a sensible thing. 
-eut I don't think it comes across from saying, es the metion 
says, that we need to revise the'direction of the administrative 
structure of the Eousins Departmsnt. I think most people would 
understand by that the way the housing Department is structured 
administratively, that is, with a housing hanager and •Eistrict 
gardens and so on, is not a good thing and that it should be 
changed. Er Specler, I don't think there'is any' other point 
that I wish to comment on so subject to anybody being able to 
persuade me otherwise; I propOse to support the motion. 

HON H K FEL.THERSTONE:- 

Yr Speaker, the Government, is of course, greatly concerned at 
the continued and escalating housing problem. Tiith that- we 

don't.  argue. But with the second point, fears that the problem 
• 
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will only become worse unless Government is prepared to're-.  
appraise etc., with that, we do argue. There are a number 
of points 'which I think spring - to mind and which should be 
considered fully when the Whole question of housing is brought 
up. Is housing to be a Governmehtmonopoly? If it is, then • 
it must be appreciated there is a two-fold cost involved. 
There is the anginal cost of building which today, as my 
Honourable Friend has said, is running at approximately 
240,000 per flat. So that if you want to make any large 
impact, you need very great deal of money to do it and I 
stress a very great deal. If we are going to build, as we 
hope in the next development programme, some two to three 
hundred houses, that is going to cost us some £12m to £14m. 
If we want a V•arT1 Begg type of housing estate then of course 
we are talking in the region of £30m to £35m whinh'is under. 
any circumstances, I think, beyond the possibilities of the 
Gibraltar economy. The second point that has to be taken is 
that every. Government house built is pushing up the total 
subsidy that has to be put on housing and into the Housing 
Fund every year. This is something that we must consider all 
the time because if a house is costing 2.40,000 or .let us be 
generous, coating £30,000, the loan charges on that run at 
something like 24,000 a year. and 24,000 a year cannot be the 
rent that we can reasonably charge any person who is going to.  
live in that accommodation and the 24,000 a year is only 
covering the loan charges and not covering the amount that 
has to be put in for maintenance. The maintenance factor is 
a. very important factor. As the Honourable .Er Bossano has • 
said, it is no good us building a lot of property and then 
not maintaining it and allowing. it to deteriorate, into a 
slum. One would hope, at a wise .rate, that one would spend 
some 2% of the value of the property in annual maintenance 
and if your housing stock at the moment which is worth some-
thing like 280m to £100m, is going to have 2% per annum spent 
upon it, then we are considering a. figure of .21,6m to £2m per 
annum required for maintenance alone. It is a figure we are 
not reaching and I regret to say that our housing stock has 
and is continuing to deteriorate more than we are looking 
after it. Government is trying the scheme of putting out 
some of these derelict properties for people to take up, 
hopefully, young people, and develop themselves but one of 
the things lacking in town, for which the blame has to be ' 
laid, I think, on the private sector, is the lamentable lack 
of facilities to help youngsters to build their own houses. 
We do have some building societies.in Gibraltar, but they are 
working on .a very reduced and very limited scale. It is normal 
in the United Kingdom where you get a mortgage to build, that 
the mortgage lasts over 25 to 30 years whereas I understand in 
Gibraltar the assistance that the banks in particular are 
willing to give has to be over a 15-year period which in most 
instances means a very heavy drain on the person taking up 
such amortgage. It would help tremendously if the general 
public of Gibraltar were willing to invest in their own city 
and were willing to put their savings into building societies  

rather than to put their savings into UK Companies and UK 
banks so that this money could be devoted to assisting the 
younger people of Gibraltar to take up their own mortgages 
and to.slowly turn Gibraltar -from a practically Government 
owned'housing area, into an area in which people own their 
own houses themselves. The Honourable Mr Haynes said that 
very little'has been done. Well, I would challenge that. 
We have built some fifty or sixty houses at Rosia Dale, we 
have built at Rose Shrine, new houses at Tarik Ramp, we have 
the new housing schemes at St Joseph's, St Jago's, Flat 
Bastion Road. I don't think it is very little being done. It 
may be it is not enough, that is a possibility,- but as I said 
we have to live within the constraints of the finances we can 
afford. At the same time, a year and a half ago, we could 
not have built very much more because we did not have the 
capacity to do so. Our building force was working full blast, 
there was not sufficient labour. or manpoweroto do anything 
more, so once again we have a constraint on that. The Honour- . 
able Mr Haynes has made the comment that there should be one 
Minister in charge of everything for housing. What is this 
.Minister to be? Is he to be a Minister for.Public Works in 
one breath, Minister for Labour in another, Minister of 
Economic Development? He would be a marvellous man if he 
could cope with all this. The Public Works side has made 
its own contribution and I would challenge the statement made 
by Mr Haynes that in modernisation it has not been properly 
accounted for and not been up to standard. • That, I do not 
think is the correct application of the facts. Every penny 
that is spent is fully accounted for by the Quantity Surveyors 
of the Public Works Department and the Clerks of Works see that 
the actual work done is up to standard. I am not going to go 
into the 'question of the social cases, medical cases, etc.; 
because that is more in the province of my colleague the 
Minister for Housing but I.would say that whatever is the 
position in, the future, the constraints on more housing for 
Gibraltar are going to be limited by the amount or the extent 
to which we are willing to put our hands into our pockets and 
pay for it. We are already heavily taxed, we.are not afraid • 
to tax more to make more housing, but it' we should come up 
with further taxation for paying for housing then I hope our 
friends in the Opposition will support it and till not be 
crying out at every opportunity for a reduction in taxation as 
has been their wont over the past. 

The house recessed at 1.00.p.m. 

The House resumed at 3.20 p.m. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I thought there would be further Contributions 
from the other side of the House before I replied to some' of 
the things mentioned by the Honourable anal Learned Mr Andrew 
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Haynes, Mr Speaker, I will dwell briefly upon the points 
raised by Yr Haynes in relation to the responsibility with which 
I an charged. I think the development side of the housing 
situation has been dealt with by my friend, the Honourable Mr 

' Canepa, and by Mr Featherstone, and therefore I will deal with 
all the points raised by Mr Andrew Haynes regarding the ultimate 
allocation of houses. Mr Speaker, I think Mr Haynes is fully 
aware that the housing problem of Gibraltar is not a two-year 
old problem, it stems fan beyond that. In fact, it goes back 
to possibly the colonial era of Gibraltar when the then Colonial 
Government constructed no'houses other than Harrington Buildings 
for the people of Gibraltar and the people were forced to live 
in the private sector and the situation was then brought to 
light after the war, particularly on the return of Gibraltarian 
from the evacuation, and there was a Resettlement Board and it • 
was then and only then that the elected Governments of Gibraltar 
were able to construct houses to accommodate the Gibraltarian. 
families. Mr Speaker, whether we agree or disagree with what 
the Government has done or Governments have done since the war, 
I think the figures are that we have over 5,000 houses of a 
post-war standard and it is not bad'going considering, as I 
say, that we were dependent purely on the private sector in 
the past. The whole crux of the.situation, where I find 
difficulty in agreeing with Mr Andrew Haynes, is that I have 
been able over the past two years that Er Haynes has been in 
this House, to hold frequent meetings with him on housing 
matters and it was only until I felt sick, in October, that . 
I have been unable to keep up my meetings with him. It is 
here that I find great difficUlty in being able to reconcile 
what he, in fact, means by this motion. It is very comfortable, 
I think, for a Member ot the Opposition or indeed any other 
person, not being in Government and charged with the responsi-
bility of housing people, it is quite comfortable to give every 
single person who approaches him some sort of comfort. I agree 

• with that, Mr Sneaker, because I feel that people must be given 
some sort Of hope but what Mr Haynes has never been able to say 
is who he intends to give priority to and to the detriment of 
whom. If Mr Haynes feels that we should give the young 
applicants', the young couples, preference over those people 
who have been waiting patiently on the list for ten or twelve 
years, then. X think he should make it publicly known. If he 
feels we should•give those people with. bronchitis priority 
over applicants on the waiting list then I think he should make 
that known but he cannot continue to.give every single applicant; 
whether medically categorised, whether Government quarters, 
whether on the housing list, whether on social grounds or on 
whatever grounds, I think he ought to be able to say categori-
cally and clearly who he thinks should get preference and who 
in turn should be left out. It is only then, Mr Speaker, that 
one would know and neople would know exactly where they stand. 
If the Honourable Member feels that the percentage of medical 
category, which is 20% of, new housing, should be reduced or 
increased, then of course it will be to the detriment of the'  

general housing list. If he feels we should do sway with 
Government quarters, then the Civil Servants should know that 
the policy of• the Opposition or of Mr Haynes is that they do. 
not agree with the Government' quarter situation. If they feel 
we should not decant pensioners then he should say so but I 
don't think he can lump together everybody who has a problem 
and give the impression that everybody must be helped because 
we just haven't got the capacity to do that. Mr Speaker, .I 
am trying to be as logical as possible in this approach and 
in the meetings that I have held with Mr Haynes. I think I 
must give him credit that he listens to me and I try to explain 
the various problems. I do not necessarily expect him to agree 
with me but I think I do inform him of the day-to-day situation 
and the day-to-day problems which Most people opt to ignore. 
There are applicants from U.K. In fact, Mr Speaker, I can 
tell the. Honourable Mr Haynes that at the moment I am in 
correspondence with a Gibraltarian who having lived away for 
25 years, is going to take the case to Brussels because I told 
him that he'has to be a resident in Gibraltar before he can 
apply. If that person came here and saw Mr Haynes, Mr Haynes 
might give him some form of encouragement but then it must be 
to the detriment of somebody else and I would like him to state 
clearly when he sums up who he feels we should help and in the 
same breath say who he feels we should not be so generous with., 
I, personally, have made my position very clear to Mr Haynes, 
Mr Speaker. I am very sympathetic to those people on the 
housing waiting list and in particular to the people who have 
been waiting the longest. I agree that there are social cases 
and medical cases and the like but the people who have been 
waiting the longest in my estimation are the people who should 
get priority and then everybody would know that there is a 
time factor and therefore there would be no gate crashing or 
attempts to get assistance elsewhere, be it through'medical 
certificates, through dampness, bronchitis, or any. other ailment 
that can be sought sometimes to the detriment of others who 
patiently wait their turn. When it comes to social cases, }4r 
Speaker, I think this Government cannot be accused of not being • 
concerned. I agree that Family Care Unit reports have been'  
long in coming in to the Housing Advisory.  Committee but that 
we all know was on account of the staffing problem in the Labour 
and Social Security Department but this GovernMent, since 1978 
to date, has provided 42 dwellings in the Filipino Hostel, 26 
of which 15 have been allocat6d at Town Range and now in the 
next week or so we will be providing another 15 or 16 units at 
the Red Ensign Club, so the social cases have had a fair crack 
of the whip when one looks at the whole,perspective of housing. 

• On the medical category, Mr Speaker, we raised it two years 
ago from 15% to 20%-and the; Advisory Committee were making it 
more difficult for people to get on the medical category list 
and were only considering cases which warranted to be medically 
categorised. On the question of modernisation which has been 
a problem in decanting People,. what I cannot accept from Er 
Haynes is that invariably we are reaping less than we decant. 

115. 146. 



Tank Ramp is at example where we have been able to house more 
families than we decanted but if we do lose on that then of 
course it is only because those -people who were living in those 
conditions have found that their housing lot has improved to a 
standard which peOple expect nowadays and not in a situation as 
was the case before of many people living in a room with no 
sanitary facilities whatsoever. The question of the housing 
applications numbering 1,800, I grant .and accept, Mr Speaker, 
the number has been more or less static for some time but I 
would remind the Honourable Member and Members opposite that 
in 1972 when the AACR Government came into power, there were 
1 2/100 applicants on the waiting list and the distribution. of 
700 flats at Varyl Begg Estate alone 'brought about a situation 
that we found ourselves with 1,700 applications. One can 
therefore conclude, and I have said this time and again, that 
the situation is one where Government has produced houses, has 
allocated houses and yet we find a gross situation of over—
housing.. But Mr Haynes, I am afraid, does not agree that. a • 
person Who is living in four or five rooms should be decanted 
and asked to live in smaller accommodation. I say, and I hope 
it is for the last time as Housing Minister, that if we could 
Eet all those people living in overhoused conditions to move 
into smaller accommodation 50% of the housing problem of 
Gibraltar would be solved. I am not saying that there isn't a 
shortage, I am saying that if there was a fair distribution and 
if people cooperated then I could guarantee that a lot of the 
problems today could be resolved. What we cannot have, Mr 
Speaker, is allowing people on rent relief and even not on rent 
relief but in subsidised housing, to continue to live at the 
expense of others in grossly overhoused situations. Mr Speaker, 
I was quite hurt by the Honourable Mr Haynes saying that the 
Housing Department is insensitive.' It is pathetic that I never 
hear anybody here saying anything nice about a Department that 
receives nothing more than insults, offensiveness and allega—
tions galore. I think the proof of the pudding is that I myself 
have found-it virtually intolerable to continue to be Housing 
Minister as my predecessors have found because no one comes 
round with a bouquet of flowers but they do come round making 
all kinds of allegations and making the most wicked remarks 
about the Housing Department. The Housing Department are not 
insensitive, they have like I have, the impossible task of satis—
fying people who obviously demand more. than we can afford to 
give. Therefore, Mr Speakera I think it is unfair to say that 
the Department is insensitive. They are very human and they 
suffer imoensely when 'people come along with tales of *oe with 
which they agree but which they can do nothing about. Mr 
Speaker, the Honourable Mr Haynes has again brought out the 
ouestion of the housing list. I agreed to provide. the top five • 
in every category not to satisfy Mr Haynes, it was brought about 
by the Action for Housing Group. This ip the task that I had 
explained here time and time again, which is a difficult one.-
It is a Nry difficult one if we are talking about 400 names or 
.100 names to be typed out just for someone to see how many points  

they have. I think that five is indicative of the pointage 
value required for a particular kind of accommodation. So, 
Mr Sneaker, I think that within the problem we have and we : 
have had and we shall continue to have, there must be a 
realistic approach. We have had the Honourable Mr Haynes 
raising here the question of CaSola's Building about which 
the GovernMent took prompt action but alas only to find that 
the people that were downstairs with rats and with rotten 
bits of furniture the moment we provided them with post—war 
housing they opted to go back to a place which had been 
cendemned and which they had made a big fuss about. One has 
to be very careful, Mr Speaker, when one selects a sector of 
the community that it must be remembered it is not always 
popular to the others who are left behind in trying to alle—
viate someone eases ordeal. My humble opinion is that the 
only scheme and the only system which can be construed as 
absolutely fair is one which depends on mainly the waiting 
time. I would remind the House, Mr Speaker, that since the 
advent of parity there are more applicants from the United 

• Kingdom, more people who wish to come over and take up 
residence in Gibraltar, a situation which is aggravating things 
day by day. I would like to inform this House, Mr Speaker, 
that the policy of overhousing, those that we have been able 
to persuade. whether it be by way of exchanges of people handing 
in two smaller houses for a larger one, of people going into 

'smaller accommodation, has had a tremendous effect and if only 
the Honourable Mr Haynes, as opposed to saying how many people 
have been housed, would have asked the question how many 
applications have been cancelled during the year, he would find 
that it was much more than the 50 or 60 since he last asked 
the question of how many applicants we had. The Housing Depart—
ment tries to do its utmost in a fair distribution of housing 
and if the people were a little more helpful much more could be 
done as has been done in certain areas but it is not agiestion 
that we are insensitive that we don't want to listen to things 
and we just couldn't care less. As regards the Minister seeing 
people, I will make it quite clear to the Honourable Mr Haynes 
or anybody else that I am not prepared to grant interviews to 
people. I found myself a. few months ago without knowing what 
my name was and I am not prepared to interview peoplewho want 
to see me week after week for the same situation and they know 
that I cannot do what they would like me to do and yet what 
they would criticise me for if I did it with somebody else 
541e situation must be made absolutely clear. There is a scheme 
and a system and people must abide by that scheme and there is 
no pally—Wally with the Minister or anybody else because the 
Minister is not prepared and cannot give anybody an advantage 
or privilege. Mr Speaker, es far as I am concerned, the 
problem will not be eradicated with the next two, three, five 
or ten years, not only because there is a housing shortage 
but because people aspire, to better and better living conditions 
and as time goes on there will obviously be a greater increase 
in the standard of living so we cannot keep pace with that and 
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it doesn't take very much to realise that. Mr Speaker, the 
Honourable Mr Haynes said the Government had taken up more 
than we could chew. If that is the case then of course it 
would be one where we have embarked upon a situation Of• 
housing that we have not been able to keep up with. The situa-
tion is that if we did not decant those people from those 
houses that the Honourable Mr Haynes finds empty, possibly, like 
Casola's, we would have found tragic circumstances because some 
of our housing stock is so old that there could be problems 
galore if those people weren't brought out. We have more blocks 
that require decanting in the very near future. Yr Speaker, in 
ending I would like to add briefly to what the Honourable Mr 
Rossano said.on the actual motion and that is that one does not 
know what the motive of the motion is all about. It is not a 
motion of censure on the GovernMent, it is not a motion of • 
censure on the Minister or the Ministers he refers to or anything 
else. Mr Speaker, the Government will accept that we are very 
concerned with the housing problem. It is a problem that has 
been here before Mr Haynes ever dreamt of coming into politics. 
The rest, I am afraid, we just cannot agree with becauSe there 
is no substance at all and there is no direc-tive'as to which 
way the motion is heading for and as I say I would be very 
grateful in particular if the Honourable Mr Haynes publicly • 
said who he would like to give priority to and in saying that 
to the detriment of• which sector of the housing applicants he 
would like it.to  be. Otherwise, Mr Speaker, I think we could ,' 
be arguing all day and quite honestly the public of Gibraltar 
are left in the same dismay as they have been left in the past. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Sneaker, it seems as if the Government does not realise that 
it is the Government that is supposed to govern and not the 
OppOsition. Every tine we come along.to press them to do some-
thing they ask us to tell them how to do it better. Of course 
We can do it better if they just come here and we go over there 
but it so happens that the electorate of Gibraltar so far does 
not seem to have woken up to the fact that this particular' 
Government which has been in office for quite a few decades 
still cannot deliver the goods and all they tell us is "You 
tell us how to do it" because, basically, that is what it is. 
We are not here to tell them how to do it, Mr Speaker, but 
certainly we are here to try and press them to do something 
about it. I must say that my Honourable Friend on the right, 
judging by the reaction from the Government, is doing that 
magnificently except, of course, that it all seems to be wasted 
in bad temper but-really in no action.• We would like to see 
less bad temper and more action. Mr Speaker, we'are not here 
to•decide what policy by any form of ideology. We are not 
trapped or imprisoned or caged by any form of ideology. It has 
been proved, Mr Speaker, that the ideology is not always the' 
best way of proceeding willy-nilly because if ideology is going 
to stop me from doing what I think is right to do at this  

moment, I am not an ideologist. If one looks at the world, 
generally, we will find that those countries which are obsessed 
with some form or other of ideology are the most backward, where 
people are enslaved and which are suffering most. Therefore, Mr 
Speaker, my Party is not in arty way restricted by any form of 
ideology but we see what might be good in any ideology and how 
it can be applied in a practical sense at the moment, now, 
because now is only now tomorrow it might be a completely 
different situation and still we are going to stick to the old 
ideology because we thought that this was.the thing, that was 
the theory, forget about the practice. Mr Speaker, we are not . 
that way, and, therefore, there is no reason why we must stand 
here with an ideological theory for a housing problem. I can't 
understand why my Honourable Friend on the left was saying, that 
you must come here with an ideological plan. No, Mr Speaker, we 
do not come here with an ideological plan, but I think we do 
come here for the purpose that we have been elected, to try and . 
stir the Government into action. That is our role, Mr Speaker, 
,and that is what my Honourable Friend on the right is doing. I 
was sad , rather than angry, to hear a man that I admire • 
considerably and who I know has• got tremendous respect for 
democracy and the role of the Government in democracy, to say 
that in future he was not going to care two hoots. how he 
answered questions in this House. Mr Speaker, that is very bad. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

If the Honourable Member will give way. He knows that I Aid 
not say that. I said that if the answers that I give are, going, 
to be treated as haphazardly and as lightly as the Honourable, 
Mr Haynes has dealt with answers. that I have given him earlier . 
in this meeting, then in the case of the questions which the 
Honourable Mr Haynes puts, I will not waste my time and that 
of Senior Civil Servants for whom it is no mean task-to' prepare 
answers to so many questions. I will not take as much care in 
providing the information. But I did not say that I was not 
going to answer questions in this House as I have always done. 
This is what I do not like, to have my words twisted, Yr Speaker. 

HON MAJOR R j PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, it is very difficult without the Hansard to say 
exactly what the Minister said then but I think that is what 
he meant. 

MR SPEAKER: 

The Honourable Minister said exactly what he has repeated now 
and Hansard will show this. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:. .
'N.,  

Mr Speaker, what he said was that he wan't going to take so much 
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care in the way he answered questions put by the Honourable Mr 
Haynes. Isn't that more or less what he said, or have we got 
now to go word by word. He means that he is not going to take 
all that care, he is going to care-less about the way he 
answers the questions. What the Minister must realise, Mr 
Speaker, is that the answer that he has given is not for that 
particular Minister, it is for the whole House and it is for 
the whole of Gibraltar and he has a responsibility to answer 
the questions as thoroughly and as well, whatever is done with 
the question afterwards. • 

HON A J .CANEPAt 

Mr Speaker, if the Honourable Member will give way. I under-
stood when I came to this House and from the reading that I 
have made about the principles of Parliamentary democracy to 
which we subscribe, that questions are put in the House in 
order to elicit information. If I give information in an 
answer and I quote. a figure three days:ago, I do not expect 
that figure to be distorted in order to serve a particular 
purpose. I expect that information to be treated for what it 
is worth, accurate information, and not to be grossly distorted 
as has been the case earlier today. That is all that I am 
objecting to. 

H01.3 MAJOR R J PMIZA: 

Yr Speaker, I was coming to the question of the figure and I 
was very glad in fact that the Minister has drawn attention te , 
it although I would not have forgotten. If we look at the 
matter that so disturbed the Minister concerned, he will see 
that in his statement of the 26th of October. 

HON A J OANEPA: 
• 

No, Yr Speaker, I was not referring to the statement of the 26th 
of October. I was referring to the answer that I gave to a 
Parliamentary Question. put the other day, here, three days ago, 
not the 26th of October. I said that the number of units 
involved in the four properties in question, other than City 
Mill Lane, was thirteen. That was the statement that I was 
referring to, not to the one that I made in the House in 
October. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Yes, Er Speaker, I was also coming to that but one has to go 
stage by stage. The Minister will notice, Mr Speaker, that I 

'am giving way. all the time and also perhaps at this stage he 
could be reminded that my Honourable Friend who 
is shadowing housing would have given way if you had not 
literally instructed him not to give way. 

MR SPEAKER: 

• I certainly did that after he had given way several times and 
I am going to ask you to do the-Same now. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Well, Mr Speaker, I only hope that in this instance the 
Minister will not really get cross with me and tell me that 
he in future will never give way to me as in fact he did to 
my Honourable Friend on the right, because I can't literally, 
you have now directed me not to give way and you did exactly 
the sate thing before. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I am not going to enter Into arguments as to why Members do 
things or not. It is my privilege and my prerogative to decide 
whether a Member should give way or not and if the circum-
stances warrant I will most certainly give these instructions 
as and when I consider it necessary. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Very well, Mr Speaker, let us get on with the task,that I 
think we have in front of us which is a gigantic task, Mr 
Speaker, for this Opposition to try and move the Government 
on what is, I would say, second to the Dockyard, the most; 
serious problem of Gibraltar - housing. We musn't get 
personal, Mr Speaker, when we are talking about housing, ' 
whether I have two rooms and never lived in-more than two, 
or. somebody else has got something else.. Let us•come into 
this House without, for goodness sake, introducing personalities 
or motives. Let us assume all the time, Mr Speaker, that what-
ever I may say I am'saying in the interests of Gibraltar because.  
if every time that we speak in this House somebody is going to 
stand up and try and suggest that you are doing it for some 
other motive, then Mr Speaker, we are not, I think performing 
our duty in the best interest of Gibraltar. Therefore, Mr 
Speaker, I think we have got to assuine that whether it is a 
Member of the Government or whether it is a Member of the 
Opposition who speaks, he is not doing it with any other 
motive than in the interests of Gibraltar end if this is so, 
perhaps, it is the obligation of the Member concerned to bring 
it out and substantiate it but not just to drop a hint and 
leave it at that. I would like, Mr Speaker, that to disappear 
from this House. But carrying on with the statement, Mr • 
Speaker, which we were talking about, if he looks at his 
statement there he will see under paragraph 4 the properties 
in question, 2 at Lower Castle Road, 1, at Devil's Gap Steps 
and 1 at Willis's Road. A  policy, Mr Speaker, that after so 
many years of trying to do modernisation which has cost Gibral-
tar a lot of money, I would have thought that that has only 
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come about, the beginning of this, because we haven't'in 
anything yet, but the beginning of this modernisation in 
the sense that we are probably going to see it in the future 
is just about to start. In fact, they haven't started, the 
tenders have not even gone out. 

HCN A J CANEPA: 

I think I also said in the answer to the question two or three 
days ago, that the tender documents were about to be issued, 
and they are; the tender documents will issue within a few 
days. If they are not out before the end of the year, it is 
because of the holiday break in between but I can assure the 
Honourable Member, that this is a matter .that we are proceeding 
With, the tender documents have to be very carefully prepared 
and vetted by the Attorney General's Chambers but I saw a draft 
of the documents this morning before I came in and I am leaving 
no stone.unturned to try and get this tender notice out before 
the end of the year. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

What I say, Mr Speaker, is that looking at it from this side of 
the House, the Government never seems to, keep target dates, 
there is always slippage one way or another. It is only proper 
and right that we should never assume that the Government will 
do what they say they intend to do in the time they say they 
are going to do it because it has been proved time and again 
that any target date given by the Govertment is not worth the 
sound with which it is made let' alone the paper it is written 
on. Mr Speaker, I think it is very valid to say that at the 
moment we have four houses for which tender notices are going 
to come out and thoge are the four houses that my Honourable 
Friend was referring to, four houses,' thirteen flats. But my 
Friend was referring to four houSes and he was right there. 
That Statement is absolutely right and nothing has been 
twisted. Therefore, Mr Speaker, I think if the Honourable 
Minister were to listen more to what is said in this House, 
he could not say that the thing was being twisted in any manner 
or.form. I am sure that on reflection he will 'accept that he 
was wrong. Being a mathematician is always accurate, Mr. 
Speaker. • It would have been more accurate if he had listened 
to what my Honourable Friend.said about four houses. And so, 
Mr Speaker, we go on to the housing question. The only sub-
stantial housing project carried on in Gibraltar since.1969 was 
one.that the Government which was only in power for a very' 
short time brought about after considerable difficulties. Of 
course, there are difficulties,, if there'were no difficulties 
there would not be a housing woblem. II/hen we took over, I 
am talking about capacity, the frontier had been cloaed'and . 
there was no labour here. It would have been easy to say we 
can't build houses because there it no labour. The firm that 

.was doing the Glacis Estate had gone bankrupt and they had no  

labour and we had to literally take over from them. We carried 
on building there and we'went ahead with what has been the 
greatest housing project here and then of course, Mr Speaker, 
if we look back, when they took.over again, this is when all 
the problems started and when they were in a position to try 
and put it right,-they'took ages. We kept telling them how 
:to proceed and they wouldn't and of course we haven't seen the 
end• of it yet. The:difflculties*were there, we told them how 
to come out of It and eventually they did it the way we 
suggested. That is the truth, Mr Speaker, and look from there. 
on. The Government say they cannot allow to have slums in 

i Gibraltar. Mr Speaker, new houSes n Gibraltar are slums 
already. Not the old ones, Mr Speaker, perhaps there are 
fewer slums'in the old areas than there are in the new ones. 
Why, Mr Speaker? Isn't that part of Government administration?' 
Isn't that a Government Estate? That is why I congratulated 
the Minister on being imaginative. When there are some 
strawberries to be given away I do give them away but they must 
,expect raspberries, Mr Speaker, as well, and this is'what they 
are getting today, I am afraid, because it is justified and I 
think in their heart of hearts they know, it is justified. Kr 
Speaker, I asked whether the Government can do somethingfor 
the housing estate and the reason why I said it was to try 
and avoid them getting worse than they are today. One looks 
at houses, flats, blocks which are privately owned,,and.there 
are no slums. One looks at those that are Government owned 
and they are getting worse; and worse, and worse all the .time. 
But I am not going to tell them how to do it, I know howa 
would do it, and I dropped a hint but that hint wasn't taken. 
It not our duty to tell them how to do it.' Our dUty is' to' 
point out what is going wrong, that is our duty. 'And if they 
can't put it right they 'can carry on!expecting that we are 
going to keep saying so until they put it right. Maybe they 
are incapable of putting it right, it is very likely. In the 
next elections, perhaps, Mr Speaker, the people will realise 
it is time to have a new broom, or call it what you. like, 
because it is badly needed in Gibraltar, no one can deUbt that. 
What we need is a new broom in every sense of the word and 
particularly in housing. A new vacuum cleaner', someone said, 
I hope they buy it from Acmoda, Mr Speaker. It is a serious 
matter and I think my Honourable Friend was absolutely right 
when he clearly stated that there was really nobody responsible 
for housing. It is clear that no one really has full responsi-
bility for housing in Gibraltar. It is spread among three.  
Ministers because three of them have spoken on the motion. 
This is the problem it is essential that one man must be held 
responsible and btcause he is then responsible he will try end 
move GovernMent to go his way. But if one can pass the buck 
to the other one and the other one can pass it back, it turns 
up to be nobody's baby. I am afraid to say that housing in 
Gibraltar looks very much like being nobody's baby. This is 
the reason, Mr Speaker, why the situation of housing is the 
way it is. Of course it is not a vote of censure on the 
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Government in this instance. There should be one person 
responsible for housing, Mr Speaker, not someone who doesn't 
want to be there. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

If the Honourable Member will give way. In his time in 
Government there was a Minister for Housing who worked under 
the Public Works Department and there was a Minister for 
Public Works and there was a Minister, Major Gache, for 
Development. .Would the Honourable Member like to explain how 
it worked so beautifully under his administration and it cannot 
work under this one? There. were also three Housing Ministers 
in two years and ten months, not seven. Years like me. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I am not. suggesting for a moment that we should do away with 
the Minister for Economic Development ,or the Minister for' 
Public Works, that is not the point, Mr Speaker, but that the 
man who has got to carry the can and answer for housing is one 
Minister, the Minister for Housing. It is up to him to push' 
the other two Ministers, whoever they are, to perform their 
duty in respect of what he is responsible for. That is the 
point, Mr -Speaker, because that is the only way it can be done 
and then the threat of resignation from the Minister. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

On a point of order, I have not for one moment said I am 
resigning. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Who said so? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

• I understood the HonoUrable Member to say that the Minister 
was on the verge of resignation. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I have not said that. Then the Minister who is responsible for 
Housing, Yr Speaker, he has got a weapon in his hand because if 
the other Ministers do not perform inaaccordance with'what he 
says, he can resign. That is what I was going to say. This is 
where the integrity and responsibility of the Minister comes in. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I think it is intolerable that the Honourable Member 
can come along and say things about the integrity on an individual 
who has had nothing but kicks for the last seven years and if  

had to resign I would not have.to ask the Honourable Member 
.opposite to encourage me to resign. All I.can say, despite 
my ilineSs, is that if my Government want me to stay in 
• housing I shall stay in housing.. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, .1 was not. referring to him, I was talking .generally 
becauseawhat I.am. saying is that this is the way it should be 
done. If I have my principles and I think. I cannot carry them 
out then, Mr Speaker, I as Minister would go and I would ask 
the Chief Minister, whoever it may be, I am talking generally 
now, to find somebody else because I could not perform the job 
that had been-given to me to perform; That is the point I am 
trying to make. It is a difficult one, of course it is, no 
one is in doubt about that but not because it is a difficult 
task are we going to leave it there. The easy way is •to bring . • 
out all the difficulties that there are, that is the easy 
answer but this is not what we are in Government for, Yr 
Speaker, it is precisely to overcome those difficulties so I 
would suggest Mr Speaker, that if any other motion on housing 
comes to this House there is a Minister who will reply and 
then if the other Ministers want to come out in support, that 
is a different matter. But to spread it the way that it has 
been. done today to me is a very clear indication that my 
.Honourable Friend' on the right is absolutely squel-e on. If 
we think of modernisation purely and.simply as doing away with 
slums we are missing the point. The object is to produce more • 
houses and as a sideline you do away with slums. In this.  
instance - it aooks as if the Government is beginning to see the 
wholething in 'a different light. Mew they are going• to put 
money into housing and now they are going to do it in a 
different way, suggesting that people should come along invest 
the money use their brains and -try and do that,• excellent idea, 
Mr Speaker. I go with that, not entirely because there are 
many other ways but it is taking a long time to make them go 
that way. They were obsessed with the idea- of modernisation. 
They thought that was going to solve their problems, the way. • 
they used to think before. We knew perfectly. well, Mr Speaker, 
that this was not going to be the case and we have always kept 
saying so all the time, that modernisation was not the answer. 
At• last they have realised that modernisation is not the 
answer. The only trouble is that they have not got anything 
else to replace it because no one has come today saying how 
they see the way ahead to really overcoming the problem of 
housing in Gibraltar. • We are nowhere near the beginning of 
overcoming this which is the first priority for the Government 

.of Gibraltar, because after food comes shelter and it is 
really in the home that character is really built. Education 
without a good home is difficult, education with a good home 
starts in the family. .Social problems start from a bad home 
in every sense. It is rather a pity that this has been so 
neglected for so many years and that so little has been 
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produced by this Government in that respect. That is the truth, 
Mr Speaker. Then we go back to the social medical cases and 
young applicants. Have they said 'how they are going to go 
about it, is there a plan going side by side for young appli-
cants? I haven't seen one, after so many years there isn't 
one, and yet we have lots of young people who want to get 
married and they cannot. In fact, the ordinary way of doing 
it is to try and get in with their in-laws and so create 
problems inside that particular house so that then because of 
overcrowding, they may get accommodation. You should give 
those young people the opportunity to be able to help them-
selves which of course is the plan I have and I have said'it 
here before, Mr Speaker, so I am not going to repeat it. • 
Nothing in a big way is done in that respect. Similarly; 
nothing for the medical cases which again should be another 
channel which should be up the sleeve of the Government and, 
naturally, the social cases as well. Mr Speaker, over many 
years the problems have been there and nothing really concrete 
has been done, nothing at all. Just a lot of talk, Mr Speaker, 
and no more and then of course they get annoyed when they see 
their image reflected in words which is what happens in this 
House. We are the mirror of the Government, and they cannot 
say this is not so because they know perfectly well that on 
occasions when they are right we say so without hesitation, 
sometimes 'even more than we should, if you are thinking of • 
popularity,P Mr Speaker. I hope that they take seriously what 
l am saying and if I am saying it in the manner that I am, it 
is purely and simply to stir them up which is in fact what I 
am supposed to do. I will refer now to the administration. I 
do not think my Honourable Friend.referred in any way to the 
actual people working in the Housing Department and if the 
Minister is under that impression I am sure my Honourable Friend-
will put him right now. I think he was referring to the 
structure that I"have been referring-to now. Mr Speaker, it is 
the man on top that breaks or makes anything in an organisation 
where he has got the power. In the United States it is the 
President, in a company, it is also the Chairman, Mr Speaker, 
in a Regiment the Commander, in a Government the Chief Minister 
and one can see when there is a change how all those difficulties 
that existed in that particular regiment or in that particular 
company or in that partiCular country was changed simply because 
the man on top changed. All those difficulties seem to 
disappear. Why, Mr Speaker.? What before could not be done now 
it is done and this is, Mr Speaker, what my Honourable Friend 
was referring to, referring to the structure, the way.the 
housing problem is run, that one Minister should be responsible 
and that Minister should have the stature within the Government 
to be able to command the support of all the other Ministers and 
all those.who help to make the housing problem come to fruition. 
That has not happened for the past year, Mr Speaker. Since there 
was a change of Government it has not happened and unless the 
Chief Minister does something urgently it will not happen before 
the end of this Government. Then, of course, I hope .the people  

will realise that there is need for a change and perhaps there 
will .be a - chsnge at the top and from there there will. come 
changes. Mr Speaker, I think I have made my point and I hope 
that no ulterior motive is put now to what I have said because 
there is no ulterior motive other than one thing, to bring more 
hoUses to the people of Gibraltar which they need so badly,. 
which is the basic.thing of a happy community. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, people who have no links with Parliament• occasionally 
call them "talking shops" and I think the Honourable Member who 
has preceded me has really given credit to thOse who think that ' 
Parliament a."talking shop" because he talked so much that 
was purely unnecessary but of course we all know his propensity 
when he gets up he very rarely knows when to sit down.. The 
problems of housing are big and I think they'were highlighted 

'this morning by the Minister for Economic Development and by 
Mr'Bossano. The ideas of better housing, more housing is of 
course one to which everybody subscribes. What We cannot 
tolerate is a remark like saying that the Government is 
insensitive'to the requirements, If only for a reasonably 
comfortable life one would want to be even selfishly sensitive 
to that - but it is much more than that because it is not nowt' 
it is the backlog, and that is why there is one thing that Mr 
Bossano said this morning with which I don't agree and that 
the fact that the Government at this stage in England, in the 
development programme, has attached very low priority to; 
housing (a) because, presumably, when the time comes they will 
say that the money is limited and it should go to something 
more productive and (b) because they may think that we ought to 
contribute more though we have contributed quite a lot. On the 
other hand, the other difficulty of the problem which Mr 
Bossano referred to which is a very big one and that is the 
increase of the proportion of publicly owned flats to private 
flats is big for one very good reason. First of all, because 
there was nothing done before the war for 150 years of -
colonialism to house anybody in Gibraltar and the post-war 
generation inherited this and the other reason is because even 
if there was an incentive for people to build their own houses 
the military have held too much land in Gibraltar and have 
given very.little land for the people to be able to develop. 
their own dwellings. One can only see, though at very great 
expense, when there has been available places where people can 
build houses'people who have been able to do so are people who 
might have well been on the waiting list not because they are 
not insufficiently in a position to pay for their own house 
but simply because they didn't have where to build them. This 
is one reason which sometimes I use to strengthn*my argument 
when we argue' with the United Kingdom about housing, about the 
fact that we are suffering from a lack of amenities.", Before 
the,war if you had to live six or seven to a room and you didn't 
want to, you just went across and'found a little house in La • 
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Linea with e patio where you could keep chickens, you could 
have all the comforts you wanted and come- in daily and as a 
result of which, of course, both in the evacuation when we 
were landed with many more people than Gibraltar was respon-
sible for, all British subjects living in La Linea, and 
subsequently after repatriation when people started to 
gradually go back again in reasonable circumstances, in 
February, 1965, at the strcke of a pen the people who were 
living in La Linea were deprived from crossing the frontier 
every day and we had an influx of a number of people. On 
both occasions Gibraltar *as landed with more people than its 
population, landed with people who were evacuated, British. 
subjects who were brought here from Tunis, from Morocco, from 
Spanish Morocco, from the old French Morocco, Maltese and 
other people who had lived in Spain, who had had no links with 
Gibraltar except to get a job in the Dockyard and go and live 
in Spain from the beginning. These are the factors that have 
worsened an already bad situation with lack of space. These 
are big problems and it has been made worse by the cost of 
building nowadays and desnite reasonably good wages, the fact 
that there has been traditionally an attitude here, perhaps 
because of living over the years in very difficult and cheap 
accommodation, the reluctance to pay a reasonable proportion 
of the wages of a person towards rent. That has always been 
a minor matter in people's budgets when in fact in any modern 
society it goes up to about one sixth of one's income in rent. 
Some of the remarks made by Mr Bossano this morning were very 
pertinent ones and I look forward to reading the Hansard 
because there were a number of remarks which he made which 
deserve to 'be considered, if.I may say so, with respect, a 
little more than the generalities made by the mover of the 
motion. The Government has not got a statutory. duty to provide 
houses to the people-of Gibraltar. • There are Local Authorities 
in England who have and that is why you read of cases of people 
who come into a borough and they have to be housed in hotels at 
the expense of the local authority. We haven't got a statutory 
obligation but because of the neglect over the years, the new 
constitution, thedevolution of power to the people of Gibraltar 
after the war made it'a 'necessity to provide proper housing 
because there had been none at all before. In the old days they 
gave out long leases to landlords and compelled them to put them 
in a good state and keep them at. controlled rents. At one stage, 
no doubt it was a way in which to make a reasonable profit but 
later on it became so burdensome that people were offering .up 
their leases long before they expired because it was no longer 
nrofitable because the proportion of the controlled rent to the 
cost of repair was such that it didn't pay any nrofits at all, 
in fact, in many cases it became a burden. I will just mention 
one or two of the points on this to show that the problem of 
housing is a fuhdamental one, a very big one and no number of 
motions in this House can solve the problem because there isn't 
enough money to build all the houses that are required in this 
generation, and we have. done I think 5,000 houses post-war, 

of which 700 may-have been planned in Varyl Pegg Estate, but 
there were 5,000housea. The City Council of Gibraltar started 
agitating for what is now called the Alameda Estate, that was 
done before the House of Assembly came into being, that was in 
1947 under the aegis Of the City Cou'ncil though, of course, 
with central Government funds. On top of that, of course, came 
the difficulties arising out of the eloping of the frontier 
when the. responsibility that the Governmentwas exercising with 
its own money towards-housing was impossible and that is why • 
the grant of deVelopMett aid were totally, or .rather the 
provision for housing was made totally later on it was made 
on a basis of 905% Vie have a programme, it is in the develop-
ment programme which was submitted in February of this year and 
over which we have been speaking in other matters in the last 
few days about the future of it. There is no doubt that with 
the cost of flats at £40,000, it is not a practical proppsition, 
as Mr Bossano said this morning, to undertake to re-house the . 
whole of the people of Gibraltar out of funds and providing — 
flats at heavily subsidised rents and even then they are 
considered high by.some people. To say ye do not care is 
ridiculous. The Honourable 1r Canepa mentioned the fact that 

see certain people, I do not like to. talk about these matters 
but. when there are accusations'of insensitivity I can tell the 
Honourable Mover that I have even had people stay in my house, 
particularly women and children who have been left in a car at 
night and have had nowhere to go and have called a=t my house 
at 11 o'clock at night and we have given them a nice bed and a • 
breakfast until I could help them the next day. To say that 
we are insensitive to this is ridiculoue. I entirely agree 
with what Major Pelizaesaid that 60%,of.social problems arise 
out of difficulties in housing and soon, everybody knows that, 
but equally everybody knows that.there is no modern western_ 
society, not to mention any of the othertypes,Which has solved 
its .housing problems. It is almost, I would say; a conviction 
oV 20 centuries of western civilisation.that here we are and in 
most places where people live in luxury and wealth and here we 
haven't got that opportunity though people live better than 
others, of course, that certainly western civilisation has not . 
solved the very essentials in respect of their housing. Western 
civilisation may have solved its own problem in respect of food 
and has left two thirds of the world without it but it has failed 
to cover the essential needs of a:decent life of having a proper 
roof over its head and live in reasonable comfort, that it hasn't 
solved, and we in Gibraltar have. got. a number of handicaps why 
it has been made more difficult. The failure to do anything for 
150 years, the increased population and the.limitation of space 
to encourage people to have their own private houses. One final 
word; accusation has been made of the fact that three ministers 
have spoken to this Matter. Of course they have, because they 
each have in his own sphere a responsibility in respect.of • 
housing.. If you make the Minister for Housing the overlord, of e  . 
everything and say: "I Want all the rest of the budget subju-
gated to more houses",.and leave the-Port, the Medical Services, 
the Prison, all the other things about•which we have questions 
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as to why &mi t we do better on this or that, of course he 
would be very popular for a debate but then of course he 
would leave the legacy of all the other problems behind him. 
Of course we are doing what we can in housing. I think we 
are doing more than this community really should contribute 
becatse of the fact that we have had to pick up years of 
delay and yet there are 5,000 new units nowadays, people who 
are living in reasonable comfort, and of course there are.a 
number who are waiting. There is only one point that has 
been made about the numbers who are waiting, and that is 
that all the applicants do not require houses. One flat can 
solve two, three or four problems in the list that we were 
given earlier on by the Minister because somebody who is down 
for a four-room and kitchen has a-three-room and a kitchen 
and that is available for somebody who requires a three-room 
and a kitchen which leaves a two-room and a kitchen and so 
forth so, really, to kill the core of the problem, we are 
talking about something. between 300'and 600 flats in the 
course of the next five or six years. We may be able to do 
250 or 300 if everything goes well with this Development 
Programme, we may be able to haVe more sites where people 
can use their ingenuity and help. It is true, I know for 
a fact, I visit flats, that'people who buy old tenement 
buildings which let them at not very high rent but much 
higher. than they would warrent on conditions of contract 
that they have to carry out, that people, spend a considerable -
amount of money to prepare their own dwellings and they make • 
marvels out of very little places. Yet, when in order to 
try and save'this duplication of costs, we try to bring the 
cost of Rosia Dale, which was high enough by not putting tiles 
on them, people started to claim rebates of rents and so on. 
This is not possible. If the people of Gibraltar want more 
houses as we are going to give them, and in any case it will 
be required because we have a Considerable amount of loan 
commitment for housing, but if we do not get a reasonable 
fair share of development aid in the next programme for 
housing and we want to go it as the House clearly shows it, 
it will have to be paid for. 

• 

MR SPEAKER: 

I will now call on the Honourable Mover, Mr Andrew Haynes, 
to reply. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, maya first of all take up the challenge made by 
the Minister for Housing who asked which sector; of the 
community would I favour and at the cost of which sector in 
regard to housing. This challenge has been put to me before 
and I thought the answer to it from our side of the House was 
clear in the terms of the motion. When only 33 applicants in 
the waiting list were given new houses, or when only 21 houses 
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are made available or 21 units made available through moderni-
sation, you inevitably cannot meet the problems of the housing 
stock. We are not saying that we should give it to these 
people rather than these people,.what we are saying is that 
with that small quantity you- cannot hope but to inevitably 
hurt a great section of the community. It is because we are 
not satisfied with the amount of stock that is being produced, 
that we are complaining. We are not complaining.because only 
one section of the community is being favoured and it should 
be another section of the community. ' That is not the point, 
Mr Speaker, we are not saying that there are enough houses and 
that you are giving it'to the wrong people and we should give 
it to young applicants only, we are saying there are not. 
enough houses and no matter how you distribute them you will 
not satisfy the problem. We are not here going to'say.you 
should give the houses to the young people. If the Government 
was producing enough houses there would not be a problem. 
That is the basis of the motion, that is why, the motion is in 
the terms of a re-appraisal of the housing policy because it 

'is not who it is being given to that is wrong, that is not our 
problem, that is not what we are complaining about, the problem 
is that there are 'not enough houses, Yr Speaker, so why does this 
challenge come up continuously,' it is completely irrelevant, Mr 
Speaker. We are not advocating the favour to be granted to one 
group and not another. The Minister went on further to say that 
his sympathy lies wholeheartedly behind those who have been 
waiting in the waiting list. If that is the case, why the 
.programme of modernisation which does not help those people, 
those people who have been abandoned on that waiting list for 
years, and now we have this lip service to their rights. .1. 
would like that to be reported, that is, I think, for me the, 
essential point, that we are not quibbling about who should be 
given a house.. There is not enough Cake to go around ao there 
is no point in quibbling as to who should get it. We are 
saying there should be a bigger cake and then the problem will 
not even arise. We are quite satisfied with the. distribution 
in terms of percentages for medical and social but what we are 
asking for is a re-appraisal of the housing policy because it 
is the housing policy that is wrong and not the class or sector 
which is being housed. So why the challenge Mr Speaker, I think' 
that answers his point. It is an.this point of re-appraisal of 
policy that we believe the answer lies. We believe that if 
Government's mainstream policy as regards housing is a new 
development programme, a large scale project, and that as 
subsidiaries• they have modernisation, home ownership and all 
the other assorted small elements then, perhaps, one of those 
small eleMents could be something just for social cases of the 
different types, for medical cases and these would be subsidiary 
to .the main branch in keeping with the percentage formula 
stipulated by Government. Put they don't seem to see the point, 
Mr Speaker, they keep on inviting me to say: "No, we, favour such 
a group", so that they can. go to all the other's and say: "Look, 
you see, if you vote for Yr Haynes he will only be giving houses 
to those". I know what he is getting at, kr Speaker, he is being 
purposely obtuse on this matter. 
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HON H J ZJJUZITT: 

Yr Speaker, if the Honourable Member will give way. I regret 
that the Honourable Member has taken that attitude. I was 
trying to ask him because I cannot see; and accepting that 
there is a housing shortage, I cannot see him coming up asking 
in this motion that we should give particular attention to 
social cases, medical cases and young applicants. I was,  
asking the Honourable Member that if he wants us to increase 
our percentage of social cases or medical cases or young 
applicants, who does'he suppose or suggest Government shOuld 

_change its percentages in favour of. He has now said he 
.','''ggrees with the percentages. I would like him to clarify in 

the House today if, in fact, his policy'of allowing squatters 
to squat and giving them an advantage over people on the 
waiting list is his policy, because he has seen me on this 
issue and he has seen me on people who have been waiting 30 
years and I think he knows who I am talking about and he has 
seen me about people being dispossessed and he has seen me' 
about medical cases and then of course, my answer is: 
what eriority are we supposed to follow?" That'is what I 
would like to know. It is very easy to say we should build 
more houses but we have accepted We have not got them. 2,000 
years ago, Mr Speaker, there was a certain being who could 
provide fish for.7,000 with only 5 fishes. This Government . 
cannot do it and least of all can I, Mr Speaker. 

HON A J BAYNES: 

Yr Speaker, we come back to the same point. He is asking mer  
in the knowledge that not everybody can be benefitted,i to 
chose who is going to be the lucky person. What we are trying 
to point out is that the position he has found himself' in that 
you.can only cause hardship is a way .of Criticising, not the 
person to whom you are giving your favours. We don't want to 
see this Government in the position that only one out of 
hundred, or something in those terms can be benefitted. We 
would like to point out not that number four should be given 
priority but that the Government should 'be producing not one 
but fifty or hundred units to meet those hundred people. That 
is our point. We are not asking for favour to one person and 
the reason why social cases,-  medical cases and young applicants 
were brought in, was to emphasise the importance for a re-
appraisal of policy because these are the young people that we 
are talking about. They are at the bottom of the list, they 
are the last to be served and they already have severe problems. 
The way the housing is being conducted at the moment by the 
time their turn comes, it could be disastrous. 'The importance 
of bringing that into the motion was to emphasise the need for 
a reappraisal of the policy because these are the last people 
in the list and they are already suffering. It is disgraceful 
that the children of Gibraltar should suffer bronchitis as a 
result of dampness when this is not seen in the Western World, .  

that is the point we are making. When that is apparent, when 
the social cases are prevalent in the youth, when the young 
Married are having extra problems, when these problems can be • 
originated in housing and these.same people by the Minister's 
own confession will not be dealt with for such a long time, 
doesn't that of itself warrant a reappraisal of housing? That 
is what we are getting. at. We are not saying they should be 
put at the top of the list, we are saying move the list along. 
I don't know how many times I have to say it, Mr Speaker, and 
if the point of insensitivity comes up again, the insensitivity,' 
Mr Speaker, is apparent in these same people who come to see me. 
I am not, as has been alleged, making a political football out 
of this otherwise I would have, perhaps, gone into detail on 
the individual cases. I have opted not to because I respect. 
the dignity of the individuals involved and I will not, unless 
I am pressed, and without their consent, bring them into this 
matter. There is the proof'of insensitivity, Yr Speaker, and - 
it is no joke or figment of my imagination. I see, it every 
single day, Mr Speaker, and the insensitivity is further 
progressed when for the last two months I have not been able 
to make any progress to see anybody about any of these cases, 
Mr Speaker. That is what hurts:me. I find it frustrating 
that none of these points were answered, that the Minister for 
Labour and Social Security has not made a statement on the 
Family Care Unit, that the Minister for Medical anti Health 
Services or the Honourable Minister for Municipal Services as 
a doCtor has made any comment on the veracity and the validity 
of. these claims on the medical' cases, nothing of that has been 
reported. Instead what do I get? I get the Minister for 
Economic Development jumping up and down and complaining that 
I am distorting facts in relation to four houses'when I should 
have referred to thirteen. I accept, that,thirteen units. would 
have been more accurate but that was net the main point, it was 
just a minor point of what I am saying; . The distortion, Mr • 
Speaker, if there is one, lies in the fact that this motion has 
not been answered, and yet we have the same Minister saying 
it is true that this House is greatly concerned and that the 
continued and escalating housing problem in Gibraltar cannot 
be denied but then they cannot agree with the rest of it. I 
think if you accept that point that we have a continued and 
escalating problem, the rest must follow, Ur Speaker. We need 
a reappraisal. It is also apparent to me from the Chief 
Minister's statement about how housing as a policy has evolved 
in a sort of historical manner, that nothing concrete has ever 
been laid cloWn, no one has ever sat down and thought out a 
policy on the matter, Mr Speaker. That Is what we want. I 
know, Mr Speaker, that however 'hard this Government tries to 
solve the housing problem, the solution will not come overnight 
and it is becauSe the people are going to be asked to wait for 
a long time that I ask for great sensitivity because a bit of 
compassion goes a long way to help wait out the years. Mr 
Speaker,'I come to the•further argument of the Honourable 
Member, the Miniater for Economic Development, who levied a 
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personal attack against me. He always seems to use invective 
when treating with my motions. I must say, Yr Speaker, it 
does hurt but I shall not resort to the same. I would like the 
press to report that I have been subjected to personal invective 
by that Minister and yet, Mr Speaker, he was talking about his 
humble talents and his humility as a politician. We also had 
the Minister referring to the difficulties of undertaking 
development on a large scale at this present time and referring 
to the many fiscal problems involved in such a matter and he 
used the figure of £28m for a project. It is difficult to 
analyse whether such a figure depends on the terrain to build 
on or whether it is just a figure to frighten us from asking 
for a development. In. fact, Mr Speaker, he made no referende 
to his Government's inability during the last Development Aid 
Programme to use that money fully and I believe that that • 
Development Aid Programme, the last one, was not used to its 
full capacity and never to its full capacity as regards 
housing. 

HON M N FEAHERSTONE:. 
• 

If the Honourable Member will give way. The amount of money 
being used in the last development programme which is finishing 

:early next year, will not only use up all the money granted to 
us, but will use a considerable amount of our own money. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

The Honourable Minister in his contribution stated that as 
more houses are built and the subsidy is increased, this 
results in an accumulative cost to Government and I got the 
distinct impression then that perhaps he was giving an excuse 
for Government to drag its feet and perhaps it has been 
intentional on this matter not to build so as not to have the 
subsidy. If that is the case, then.I think it should be made 
known publicly that this Government does not want to build 
'houses at a greater pace because they are frightened of 
increasing the subsidy. 

HON 21 K FEATHERSTONE: 

If the Honourable Member will give way again. What I said was 
it will cause an increase in subsidy and it will have to be • 
paid for and I also said that this Government, unlike the 
Opposition, is willing to put their hand in their picket. 

HON A J HAYNES: • 

It is not this Government, it is the people that we are talking 
about and perhaps we would show more confidence in measures of 
taxation if we were able to accept that this money was to. be 
used efficiently unlike the present record. Mr Speaker, the 
Minister has also.stated that the money that was used was 
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overseas development aid.. Where the targets aimed met? Can 
he say yes? The answer is no, Yr Speaker. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I can only say that slippage in our Government was the lowest 
slippage that we have had to date. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

We had the Minister for Housing saying that the problem was 
not tyro years old. I also made that point. The point is, Mr 
Speaker, that in•my three years the problem has not improved. 
and I would particularly emphasise that it has been progre-
ssively worse over the last six years. This brings me to a 
point made by all the others about the history of the housing' 
problem. We all know that Gibraltar had a backlog to deal 
with after.the war, after the closure of'the frontier, but all 
these problems were met with new development and as my 

'colleague the Honourable Major Peliza has stated, it is not. 
'for a Government to come and tell us how difficult everything 
is,.it is for thet to do something about it and his adminis-
tration did do something about it. Then we had the Hohourable 
Minister for Housing refer to his hobby horse of musical 
chairs, which is the decanting of overhousing, to solve 50% of 
the housing problem. Here is an area which has substantial 
merit but it is also prone to pitfalls of a personal nature. 
This policy should never adopt a bullying style of tactics. 
The Chief Minister shakes his head at that suggestion.' Mr 
Speaker, people have come and told me that is what they feel. 
Again, another case of insensitivity.' And that is not the 
answer, the answer is to build more houses. How often do we 
have to say it, Mr Speaker? • 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

'Mr Speaker, if the Honourable Member would give way. I regret 
that he has again taken this attitude because although I 
accept that it has its pitfalls, I think he will have to 
agree that it is much more pathetic, taking up his previous 
argument, it is much more pathetic.at least to me to see 
four or five children being brought up in one room than to 
tolerate a person being subsidised very heavily, invariably 
on rent relief, living alone in four rooms. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, I quite agree but the point is you cannot make 
those individuals who are overhoused the scapegoats for your 
housing problems. They are not the cause of the housing 
problem and they shall not be made a scapegoat by this side

.  of the House. Then the Honourable Minister referred•to 
Casola's Building, I made no reference to Casola's Building 
myself. The Minister said that there, after my motion, they 
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had acted promptly: Well, Mr Speaker, I remember that that 
motion was defeated and nevertheless they acted quickly, so 
they say. There are still people in Casola Building. They 
moved out the very worst. That one of those should have opted 
to go back does not give the Minister or anybody else an 
excuse to say: "You see, we can't help these people". They 
are people, Mr Speaker, they are entitled to proper housing 
accommodation. They were living in unfit'accommodation, 
certified unfit accommodation, and it is not for the Minister 
to say: "Oh, we helped them, and look what they've done". He 
is there to help and if they don't show any gratitude, that 
is too bad. Perhaps, if he had bothered to form a personal 
kinship with.  these people, the problem would not have arisen. 
I think I meant friendship, Mr Speaker. The point I was 
trying to make there, apart from one further instance of 
insensitivity and a point which gives me some considerable 
hope is to think, I know this motion is going to be defeated, 
not by merit, not by:justice but by a simple majority, 

ER SPEAKER: 

One must be careful not to suggest that we are doing something 
. unjust in the House. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

I don't wish any injustice. Mr Speaker, I take hope and 
confidence in the fact that though the Casola Motion was 
defeated, action was taken afterwards. Not enough, because 
there are still people living there, but I hope that this 
motion, though defeated, will be ected upon. That is why I 
have not made it• as Vicious as I could have and I have perhaps 
motives or ammunition to make it such and-I have opted not 
to do so. Lastly, Mr Speaker, I would emphasise a point I 
made earlier on. This has also been taken up by my colleague, 
and that is the present unhappy state of affairs where the 
responsibility in ministerial terms is not clear. In adminis-
trative terms it takes shape in the fact that four men or more 
are responsible for housing. In a more personal sense, the 
Minister for HOusing has been there a long time, he has 
.obviously been subjected to personal illness which none of us 
on either side of the. House wish, it is time for him to be 
relieved of his duties and for another man to take his place. 
Here, Mr Speaker, I am sorry tb say, I do not see any great 
willingness on the part of any of the Members on the other 
side to take up the task. Mr Speaker, it is a sorry note that 
now when we have the gravest housing problem, that no one 
should be seen to be directly in command. We hope with this 
motion to 'underline the need for a clear policy, compassion 
and a general impetus which all of us on this side will be 
able to support and encourage. With that, Mr Speaker, I ' 
commend my motion to the House. 
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Mr Speaker then put the question and ruled that the motion 
was a motion of no confidence in the Government and conse-
quently the ex-oficio Members of the House were precluded 
from voting in accordance with the proviso to Section 44(1) 
of the Gibraltar Constitution Order, 1969. 

On a division being taken the following Honourable Members 
voted in favour: 

The Hon J Hassan() 
The Hon A J Haynes 
The Hon P J Isola 
The Hon A T -Load° 
The Hon Major R J Peliza 
The Hon G T Restano 
The Hon W T Scott 

The following Honourable Members voted against: 

The Hon I Abecasis 
The Hon A J Canepa 
The Hon Major F J Dellipiani 
The Hon M K Feather43ene • 
The Eon Sir Joshua Hassan 
The Hon j B Perez 
The Hon'Er R G Valarino 
The Hon H J Zammitt 

The motion was accordingly defeated. 

ADJOURNMENT.- 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the House do adjourn sine die 
and in doing soi having regard to the time of the year, I 
would like to extend to you and to all Members of the House • 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New year.'. 

HON P JISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, I would like to join in the felicitations both to 
you Mr Speaker, and to the.Honourable.Members opposite. 

MR SPEAKER: 

May I also express my sincere Christmas greetings to all 
Members of the House, to the staff of the House who help us 
so efficiently all through the year, the Hansard recording 
staff who patiently sit- in the House recording what we have 
to say and, of course, the members of the Press and the 
Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation. • \• 
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Mr Speaker then put the question that the house adjourn sine 
die which was resolved in the affirmative. 

The adjournment of the House. sine die was taken at 5.00 p.m. 
on Monday the 21st December, 1981. 
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