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PRAYER .
¥r Speeker recited the prayer. : ‘

CORFIRUATION OF MINUTES it ' v
The minutes of the meeting held on the 26th Octover, 1981,
having been previously circulatgd, were taken &3 read and
confirmed. i

COMVURICATIONS FROM THE CHAIR.

¥R SPEAKER:

I would like to read s letter which has been sddressed to me
by the President end the Secreiery-General of the Commonwealth
Parliamentery Association. It is dated the 22nd Cctober, 1981,
8nd it reads as follows: "Dear I'r Spesker, The General
Assembly of the Commonweslth Parlismentery Associztion which
net in Suve today received from the Associetion's Executive
Conmittee a keport on the Twelfth British Islands and
lediterranean Regional Confercence which your Brench hosted
from the 7th to the i2th June, 1981. The Assembly wes
delighted to learn of the excellent arrangements msce for

the Conference. We are, therefore, writing to thank you

and- through you the Branch, the Government and the people of
Gibraltar as well as the Branch Secretsry and his staff for
helping once agzain to further the Association's saim by
hosting the Regional Conference for a third time. You might
wish to bring the contents of this letter to Members of your
House, possibly by having it read et & meeting to make them
aware of the Association's apprecistion. Your sincerely,
signed K. Qionibaravi President and Robin Vanderfelt,
Secretary General". :

DOCUMENTS LAID.
*

The Hon the Chief Minister laid on the table the following
documents: )

(1) The Births and Deaths Registiration (Amendment) Rules, .
1981, :

(2) The Marrisge (Amendment) Rules, 1981, ,

(3) Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation annual accounts for
the year ended 31st March, 1980.

Ordered to 1lie.

The Hon the Minister for Economic Development and Tréﬁo
laid on the table the following documents:

(1) The Pilots (Amendment). Rules, 1981.
(2) The Landing and Embarking Fee Rules, 1981.

Ordered to lie.

The Hon the ¥inister for Public Works laid on the table
the following documents: i )

(1) The Cemetery (Amendment) Rules, 198%."

"' (2) The Audited Accounts of the Gibraltar Quarry Company . .

Limited for-the period ended 30th November, 1980.
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Créered to lie.

The Hon the Minister for Education and Labour and'Social
Security laid on the iable the following dpcument:

The employment Survey Report - April, 1981.
Ordered to'lie. ‘ ' '

The Eon the Financial and Development Secretary laid on the
teble the Tfollowing documents: :

(1) supplementary Estimates Consolidated Fund (No 3 of 1981/82).

{2) §upp1emeﬁtary Estimates Improvement and Development Fund
(o 3 of 1981/82). -

" {3) Statementis of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved -
by the Financial and Development Secreiary (No 10 of
4980/81). . :

{4,) statement of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved
by the Financial and Development Secretvary {(No 3 of
1881/82). .

(5) Stztement of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved
by the Financial and Development Secretary (No 4 of
1981/82). . -

(6) sStstement of Improvement and Development Fund Re- .
-~ Allocations approved by the Financial and Development
Secretary {No 3 of 1981/82).

Ordered to lie.
HON CHIEF KINISTER:

¥r Speaker, before we.go on to the next item on the agenda
I beg to move under Standing Order 7(3) to allow me to make
a stetement of which I have already given you notice - on
my talks with the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and
the Lord Privy Seal - at this stage in the proceedings and
therefore out of the regular order of business. I think,
having regard to the -importance of the statement and the
fact that there are 77 questions, I think this would be a
better time to make the statement. .

¥p Spesker put the question which was resolved in the

affirmative and this was agreed to. .
HON CHIEF ¥INISTER: . . ;

Thank you, ¥r Speaker. The Joint press release issued at the
- econclusion of the talks with the delegation of British Govern-
rent officisls on 26 November stated that the outcome of these
talks hsé been to some extent inconclusive and that I was
accordingly requesting a very early meeting with the Lord
Privy Seal in order to pursue a number of matters at political
level. _ ) o . C

.3..

Thet requesf wes guickly agreeéd to and the Governor and I

‘.wefe, furthermore, invited to have e talk with the Foreign

Secretary, Lord Csrrington.

The meeting with the Foreign Secretery took place a%t 10.30 am
on Nonday 14 December. I took the opportunity of that meeting
to impress upon the Secrétery of State the extent to whieh the

. whole of Gibraltar hed been shocked and dismayed DY the sudden

ennouncement of the British Government's decision to close the
Dockyard in 1983, not lesst becsuse thet decision had bzen
taken without the close consultation with Gibraltar which we '
hed all along been led to expect.

T also expressed to the Secretary of State the strength of
my disappointment and regret at what I considered to be a
lack of apprecistion of our situation and & negative response
on the part of the delegetion of officiels which visited
Gibraltar in November. I said I was grateful for the
opportunity to seek from him, at the highest political level,
a firm assurence that the British Government would be

" sympathetic and fair to Gibraltar as well as to ask him to

direct that such .an assurance be given early and practical
effect in the various matters which I intended to raise with
him. I saié that these requests were mede on their own,
merits but that I had also to say that 1t was being stated:
in some quarters that the British Government's objedctive ‘was
to weaken Gibralter so as to bring .about a political
settlement. with Spain.  Loré Carrington intervened .at once
to say that there was no- question of this. . ’ i
The first reguest which I put to Lord Carringion was that the
decision to-close the Dockyard shoulé be reversed. I expleined

‘the effects that such & decision would have and brought %o his.
personal ettention the lNemorandum which had beén.addressed %0

me by the Unions in Gibrsltar during the demonstration.which
took place here on 25 November.. oo

" Lord Carrington replied thet there could be no reversal of

thet decision., He fully understood how we felt snd no-~one

-in London under~estimsted the problems fecing Gibraltar. He

stressed the financial difficulties in the Hinistry of Defence
and the hard decisions which had had to be taken also in
respect of Chatham and Portsmouth.. '

I- then requested that implementation of the decision shoulad,
at least, be deferred until Gibraltar had had a chance of
absorbing the economic and adninistretive effects of the
removal of the blockade. In a letter dated 7 August, written
after the ¥White Paper but before any decisions on Gibraltar
had been announced, I had similarly requested that the
implementation of any possible defence cuis should be do
deferred. : T e 3

I auggestéd %o Lord Carrington that the cost of ﬁoderniaing
the Dockyard might not be greater then the cost to the British

.
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Governnent of converting it for commercial work. I also
suggested that the Tockyerd might continue under present °*
.manegerent but take in commercial work as had been done
suecessfully Iin the psst. I added that the time-table for
a possible conversion wes too short. . .

I told Lord Csrrington that a misunderstanding about the
position of the Gibreltar Government eppeared to have arisen.
e haa rot asked for s conversion to commercial work, A
study hed been initisted at the time of the publication of
the dhite Paper to investigate whst alternative possibilities
there might be if it were to be decided to close the Dockyard.
A conversion-to.commercial work was a possibility and this
was still belng explored. I added that, in any event, such
a conversion could be ruled out if, other considerations
apart, the land and surplus assets in the Dockyerd were not
to be transferred to the Gibreltar Government free of charge
end if the British Government were not to invest in. order

10 ensure the viability of the proposed scheme,

I reised three other matters with Lord Carringtdn - the
question of the hours of operation of the airfield,
developrent 8id and.Crown land. I.stressed the grave socieal,
economic and commercial repercussions that would ensue if
civilién fidghts were to be rcstricted and I urged that full
considerstion be given to the ressonable. requirements of the

airiines. On. development ald;, I pressed for the continuation

of the vol*cy of suprorting’ and sustaining Gibraltar.: The
delay which had occurrsd was ‘already affecting the economy
end I ught an immediate interim allocation of aid to be
followed by Giscussion.of our submission for the next
develeprent .programnme.

F‘naliy, I sald that there was an urgent need to pursue our
request for a revision-of the existing arrangements for the

_transfer of .land held By the vinistry of Defence surplus to
their reqdiremeﬁts.

Lord Carrington 8 response to oy request for a fair and .
sympathetic attitude on the part of the British Govermment
was warm and encouraging. Reverting to the suggestion made
in .some guarters to the effect that the British Government
mignt be trying to wesken Gibraltar in order to achieve a
political settlement wlth Spain, he said the&t this had
certainly not crossed his own mind and if it had been An.
enyone’ 8 else's mind Parliament would not allow it.

Lord Cerrington, while maintaining that the d601810n to close
the Dockyard could .not be changed, said that timing was

» another matter, He appreciated that it might be too diffieult
to face a closure of the Dockyard at the same time as a re-
opening of the frontier. He continued to be hopeful of an
early announcement on the removal of the restrictions. It
would then be possible to see what the actual effects were.

5.

Lord Cerrington, while unsble at that stsge to commit the
British Governnent in any way, sssured me of his own personal

- support on the guestion of Crown lsnd., I derived very

consiuerable encouragement from thie TEe8ponNse.

I wes also eneourageﬁ by Lord Carrington' s_sympathetic
response on the question of -the hours of operation of the

‘airfield, a mstter in which, he believed, some accormodation

could mell be possible.

Lord Carrington told me that the Lord Privy Seal would heave -
some proposals fto make on development ald. He gave me his'’
Ginderteking thet, within the limits of the Foreign end
Commonwealth Office and the ODA, they would do what they

could to help. It was, however, necessary for him to draw
attention to Britain's very difficult economic circumstances. -

Vie then went on to a meeting with ¥r Humphrey Atkiﬂs. the
new Lord Privy Seal, and ¥r Peter Blaker, }inister of State
at the Minilstry of Defence.

At this meeting I elaborated in greater detail, on the points
I had made to Lord Carrington ebout the Dockyard. I made it
clear that we contested the irreversibility of the closure
decision and once again siated the actual position of the
Gibreltar Governmenti on the question of the possible

conversion of .the Dockyard for commercial work. .I said that

I hed seen lessrs. Kitson and ¥értin of the Transport and
General Workers Union the previous day and had been informed ;

- that they had written to the Prime Ninister to seek s meeting.

They had the support of all the UK unions concerned and
intended also to contest the decision on clgsure on the
political plene on an all-party basis.’

I also expanded on the gquestion of the’ airiield the continuing
need for development aid and the question of Crown land., I was

agein told that the decision to close the Dockyard could not be -

changed and I egain urged at least a deferment, if closure
could not be resisted, the aim would be to have time to reach
early decisions of” principle on alternative economlc-activities
and how they would be financed. :

On development aid I was told that the British Government
looked at the situation as a whole. They could not deal
seperately with development aid and not teke account of the,
possible need for ald srising out of the Dockyard closure.
The Lord Privy Sedl said thst, apainst this background and
my démand for some interim award, the British Government
agreed. that £4 million aid will be made available for urgent

. projects.

\
The general guestion of Crown land was being considered and
it was acknowledged that a rapid decision on. Dockyard lsnd
and assets was required., Ministers indicated that this
question was to be considered urgently and positively. e
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On the guestion of the airfield it was sgreed that LOD
experts would visit Gibralter eerly in January to study the
piens to bring the hours of operation more into line.with
peacetime military requirements, taking into account
Gidbralter's essential economic, social and commercial
interests. _ : '

¥r Spesker, as I said earlier, the object of seeking.early -

discussions with UK Ministers was to raise at political

‘level the matters discussed with the delegation of British -
Government officials in Gibraltar in. November., UK Ministers
heve been left in no doubt of our feelings on these matters.

What we now need to do is to take stock of the situation we
have reached. . :

As to the Dockyard, it could not have been made clearer -to

me that 1t is not the British Government's intention to
change their decision. Our own position on this 1s that we
continue to contest that decision and that we shall be doing
everything we can to persuade them to change their minds.

At the same time, as I have already made clear publicly, the
Government of Gibraltar has a responsibility to investigate
contingency arrangements in cese the decision is .adhered to. .-
It has been brought home to the British Government  that any
proposal to convert the Dockyerd to commercial work would

e doomed if the land and surplus assets are not iramsferred _-:

to. the Gibraltar Government free of charge. This point has.
. been well taken. snd my own assessment is that thils will be .
eventually agreed to, if it becomes necessary.

As to development zid, agein we contest the British Govern-
rent's view that this must be seen in the overall context.
We consider that the need for aid stems from the British
Government®s commitment to support. and sustain Gibraliar
following ithe imposition of the.Spanish restrictions and
that the new and potentially very serious situatlon arising
out of the Defence Review 1s a separste lssue to be deall

with separately. We are grateful for the British Government's"

speedy decision to make £4 million available for urgent
projects but must continue to press our case for early and

detailed discussion of our aid submission. . .

Te shell egually be pressing our case on the quesiion of

Crovm land and, although I have been glven no commitment, - R
ny own personal sssessment 1s that there is now a reasonable,
possibly good, chance of our making some early progress on
this. : . . ) -

Equslly, I feel optimistic about the possibilitiés of reaching.

agreement on the question of the operating hours of the air-
rield. There is no doubt that the vital inportance of this
for Gibraltar is now fully appreciated in Britain.

70

Generally, I consider that, spart from the sdmittedly major
issue of the declsion on the Tockyard, on which it has so
fer proved impossible to shift ithe British Government, we
have made some tengible progress. -in these talks snd there
seem to me to be good prospects of further progress. . Ve
shall certainly be pressing for this at every opportunity.

There is 'a long and'aifficult road sheed ond I invite. the

-support of this House, and indeed of the Trade Unions and
" other representative bodies in Gibrelter for the hard

efforts which the Government will have to continue to make.
I am re-sssured in particuler, first, by Lord Carrington's
expression of the British Government's commitment to '
Gibraltar, while necessarily tsking Britein’s economic

7

difficulties into account, and, secondly, by the very strong -

support expressed by our friends in Parliesment whom I
eddressed after the talks ended on Nonday. I feel confident
that we shall be able to overcome the problems which face us
even though, in the difficult times in which we live, we are
not sble to achieve all our objectives Tully.

.I would not wish it to be thought thst the telks in London

were easy. I would illustrate this point by sasying thst,

in order to underline the potential gravity of the situation
I made 1t Tully clear at.both meetings that, if the necessary
steps were not. teken to help us to maintain the way of life
of the Gibraltarian community in a reesonable menner, my
collezgues and I might find it.impossible.to continue holding
office ss Ministers.. I wish, however, to make it clear. that'’
we have no intention of resigning without puiiting up the mdsi
determined fight tc ensure that that potentiial gravity s
substantially diminished. ' .

Finelly, I should like to announce to the House that I have
extended an .oral invitation to the Lord Privy Seal and tc
¥r Blsker to visit Gibraltar as soon as possible and that
it has been intimated to ODA on my instructions that en
invitation will also shortly be extended to ¥r Neil Varten
of the ODA for the.purposes of familiarlsation st Tirst |
hand and with a view to seekXing an early date for destaliled
discussion of the aid submission, hopefully in the first
gquarter of 1982, Unfortunately, Mr Spesker, Mr Neil Marten
had been snow bound over the weekend and could not.be here
for the meeting. :

HON P J ISOLA:

¥r Speaker; naturally -I have to consider the statement that .
the Chief Ninisier has made and, of course, any reaction.X
make to it now must necessarily be one on the apur of the-’
moment as it is. I think the statement the Chief Minister:
has made -is bound to be greeted with a certain amount of ’

- - disappoiniment and I think emphasises the enornity of‘the
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tesk before the people of Gibreltar on this issue. I am
quite sure ithat the Chief Iinister hes been as forceful ashe
can be in putting his arguments but sgainst the background
of the strong feeling in Gibralter about the manner and the
sudden decision for the closure of the Dockysrd and the way
it was done that the response in London should still be
Tairly cool. It seems to me, anyway, that although and I
think we must be reassured by the statements snd assurances
‘that Lord Carrington and the Lord Privy Seal have given the
Chief Kinister, I cannot but be disappointed at the little
thet 1s being given in terms of encouragement in this sense,
¥r Speaker, but although I welcome that Lord Carrington has
said timing. was another metter, I am sorry he has not been
eble to go 2 bit further than that and give us some
assurances on vhat we consider, and I am sure the Government
also considers to be the vital issue and that is that the

British Government should not close the Dockyard down until, -

if it is to be closed down, until an alternative viable
economy has been worked out for Gibraltar and whilst I do°
not doubt Tor one moment anything the Chief ¥inister has
told us in this House, it does not seem that we have been
given this although, as I say, one is encouraged by the
contiruing comzitment of sustain and support and by the
cefiniie assurances given by Lord Carrington that the
question of Spain is not in their minds at all in this
decision. I think that is important if we ere to face the
future with confidence, Xr Speaker. I hope that the Chief
¥inlster reslises that on this matter which affects the

e of the pgople .of Gibraliar;, the Opposition party which
2ve the honour t¢ lead, will give him our complete support
in’the very, very, I -think, tough struggle the Gibraltar
Government has ahead of them. I would also like fo say, Mr -
-Spezker, that the question of development aid is something
that must concern us .z lot because quite apart from the
anncuncenent of the elosure of the Dockyard and the
inevitable effects.-this could have on the economy. of
Gibrazltar sné on the standerd of living of people, quite
gpart from that, under the sustain and support promise and
under the responsibility vested in the British Government,
there should be a measure of development ald commensurate
obviously with the meansg of the British Government and also
rmore irportantly commensurate with the needs of Gibraltar
and the development aid talks, I feel,.are being dragged and

drazgged by the British Government and the Chief Minister has

our complete support in urging the British Government to .

edvance the timing for development aid talks. .We are going '

. to have & dreadful hiatus in Gibraltar just before the

Dockyard closes, if it closes or if its closure is not -

delayed, end I think that is something I would urge the

. Chief ¥inister to take up as strongly as he can with the '
British Govermnment. Xr Speaker, there are one or iwo :
guestions: I would 1like to ask. One is, I would like to as

the Chief Ninister . . » : . : :

9.

YR SPEAKER:

Ve must not anticipate the questions which are on the .
Order Paper and we must not debete the statement. As usual,’
I have given the Leader of the Cpposition an opportunity to
reply and I intend to give lr Bossano an opportunity, too,
because he represents a different Opposition view S
but we must not fall into the iemptation of debating the . -
issue.. ) S : :

HON CHIEF KINISTER:

r Spesker, I would welcome any questions on clariflication.

- MR SPEAKER:

On ciarification, yes.

HON P J ISOLA:

I would like, Mr Spesker, some clerification because I think
this is very important from the point of view of the people
of Gibralter. I would like some clarification of what sort
of explanation the Foreign Secretary hed to give the Chief
Minister for what appesred to be a complete bresch- of-

_assurance on the part of the British Government, a complete

breach of solemn pledges given .to the Chief linister during
his visit in July, 1981, that no decision would be taken'on
the closure of the Dockyard without prior consultation with j
the Government of Gibraltar. I would.-like to know whether
there was et least an apology for this obvious breasch of
assurance from the Foreign Secretary and then I would also
1iké to know, Mr Speaker, whether the Interim 2id of £im
that has been given for urgent matters, whether that is
agreed that it has no particuler limit of time in the sense
that it is not £4m for five yesrs or something like that but

only for a very short time. Finaslly, Kr Spesker, as I cannot |

but express concern at the enormity of the task before the
people of Gibraltar, I would like to ssk the Chief Minister
whether he will pursue the suggestion that I have given him
having regard to what he has said towards the end of the
statement, that there is a need to get in all the political
parties and all the representative bodies that there have

- been in the psst, to try snd between ourselves discuss the’

problems that we are faced and between ourselves try and

form a Gibreltar view that csn _be used and expressed and
pushed not only with the British Government but with the
British Gibraliter Group in Parliament and sll the many
friends that we have to ensure that Gibralter's case does
‘not go in any way by default and to ensure that the Gibreltar
case and the Gibraltar view is given the best prospecis for
success as I am sure we must all agree we must succeed in
the end. Thank you, M¥r Speaker. ) :
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ECN CHIER NINISTER:

think I might enswer the points raised by the Leader of

the Coposition.
R SPEAKER:

Perheps 1t might be better for good order if you hear Xr
Bosseno and then you reply ta whatever has been said.,

hOh J BOSSANO: .

Thanh you V1 Speaker. XLet me say thet;, as. the Honourable
the Leaaer of the Opposition has said, cn on the spot
reaction to e statemert is not perhaps the best way in
which to put one's view on a matter as serious. es tnis.
Kowever, T think zhe statement, if ore were to try and
reduce it to its essential contents, produces litile beyond
the position of the British Government prior to the Chief
inister's visit to the United Xingdom. Ve have had
PElte“auiOD of assurences and I would not for one moment
expect any British Governmenit to admit that there was any
connection beuween what they ere deing or what they are
attenptiing. to do, they have not yet succeeded, what they

are attempting to do to the economy of Gibrazltar, snd their

intentions regarding a settlement of the Gibraltar issue
with Spain, so to ask them whether it is true that. ‘there is
& connection which some people believe to exist, I do not.
think can elicit an admission ‘even if it were true and I.
think the British Government has failed to Xeep to the
assurances it gave the Chief Minister in July and that of
uecessitj must €iminish its credibility in the eyes of this
Eouse and of the people of Gibreltar and I hope that that
voint was rade very strongly by the Chief Minister that the
relstionship between Gibraltar and the United Kingdom has
been damaged by the ections and the attitudes and the
decisions of the British Government and that it is not
the will of the peoplée of Gibraltar that it should be

- demaged., I think it is &lso important thet the British
Government should understand that any reaction against that
decision is not a reaction sgainst the United -Kingdom or
against the British people es & whole but agairnst the
policies of the Government at present in power which are
unzcceptable to large sections of the population of the
United Kingdom as well as being unscceptable to large
sections of the population of Gibraitar.  In the context of
the rmeeting in London, Yr Spesker, and the statement made

at the end of the visit of kKr Fergusson, I would like clari~

Tication as to whether the question of -commercialisation
was actually discussed. Tn the press release issued by the
Government at the end of the visit of ¥r Fergusson on the
25th November, it said: YIn pursuance of proposals for
commercialisation® and so on, I would like to know whether

1.

ST SV

’

in the context of the meeting, in fact, now that the .
Gibreltar Covernment has left the Eritish Govermnment in no
doubt that it is not their idea thst the Gibraltar Dockysrd
should go commercisl-and thet it.1s not their proposesl and
that the British Government should no longer create thet
impression which 1s incorrect, I would like to know on whai
basis these provosals are being pursued snd whether in fect
the British Government wishes to pursue them. I would also
like to know, Nr Spesaker, whether the Chief linister pointed
out to the British Government that the necessary conc¢ition
for any trensition to commercielisation would include not
just 8 free transfer of land, I would have thought that ihe
Chief ¥inister was bound, with the fundamental policy of
his party of the right to our 1lsnd, wss bound to Insist on
a free trensfer of lsnd thet I think is axiomatic but also
that 2 necessary condition would be trade union cooperstion
and that it is inconceivable that any privste firm from
outside Gibrsltar would wish, in fact, to set up a2 commercial
operation in Gibraltsr in the knowledge, before they even
arrive, thet they would be facing industrisl ection as soon
as they stepped off the plane. I hope that point wes mode
very strongly as well and thet in the question of the time-
table that the British Government proposes to pursue when
they are talking about the 1983 date not being final but at
the same time saying they are not willing to defer:it, is

‘one right in inferring from thet that what the British

Government is seying is that if there sre actuazl hitcles in
getting the thing under way within the time-scele they heawve
set themselves, then in fact the process will not be halted
becsuse the process is delzyed, thet in fact any question -
of deferment is not therefore & matier of.a revision of the
policy becsuse of the representaulons that.have been made
but a necessity forced on the Government By ‘circumstances.
Is that the context in which they are talking sbdut the date
not being fixed? MNr Spesker, I will not go into any greater
detail at this stage, I think to do so would of necessity ’
brinhg me into the area of the questions I have put on the
Order Psper and that would not be right. :

¥R SPEAXER:
Perhsps the Chief Minister would now like to reply.
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I em not quite certein now of the third point made by the
Leader of the Opposition. One was the gquestion of consulta-
tion, the other one wes the quesiion of the interim aid. ¥r
Spesker, it is very difficult in a siatement of this naiure
+0 be gble.to put in all the nuances and 'all the details of
two meetings, intensive dnd hard hitting meetlngs, if I nay-
‘say so with respect as mey be disclcsed from the langusge I
have used. I did meke very strong representations on the
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guection of consultation., T will not sey that I received

tny epologies, thet would be mislecading the House, but I
would go to the extent certsinly in the cese. of Lord
Carringion ssying that the point was very, very well teken.

I will rot rislead the House in any other way, I will' try

end msintain the credibility not only of vhat is .salé here
but thet what is ssid here is substantielly what has hzppened.
I heve better news about the question of the £um.end that is
subject to usual procedures of getting the necessary spproval
from the Projects Committee and so on, it is not to be spread
over & long pericd, it will be aveilsble for us to .spend as
Quickly as possible but of course, £4m on its own unless we
can support it with our own money will in itself not be able
to produce much slone but therée is no tie to the time-table
nor-is it spread over a long period. I think we can mzke a
case that the £4m is on the table to be tzken in the way we
.cen use it and the Government, now that we know the situation,

will sdjust the beginning of the development progremme having v'

regard to the priorities that zre importent in re-assessing
our own contribution in this maetter to make use of that £im
es guickly as possible. I think, ss wlll be seen later onmn,
perhaps, the fact that we-have in this particuler last . -
progremme accelerated progress more than in any other 1s a
good oren.and the fact that we have e considerable amount of

- homework done and that the submission was made in February, .- -
I think we ere 1n a good position to start qnickly making e

the vest use of those £Lm

HON J BOSSAKO:
Ts it tied to specific things?
nOI\ CHIEF YINISTER: .

‘Ko, 4t i3 not. tied, it is cn the table for development and -
it 4is free. I am not satisfied with that eamount but I do
not think we ought to say thet it is not at least an indi~ "
cation of their willingness to support us even though, if
+there are no early developrment talks, it would be'a very
bed situation. I fully take the point and accept the point
nade by the Leader of the Opposition ebout the importance of
the effect on the econony of development-ald at this
particular time and I would like therefore to stress that
that has been made very, very clear. With regard to
consultations, in the first place there is an area of
consultation already in existence in respect of the quesilon,
of thie 'closing of the Dockyard, the Governor's‘Consultative
Committee where ¥embers opposite have had the benefit of
informetion and so on which it is proposed to continue, I.
propose to consider, in consultation with the Leader of the
Oprosition and Mr Bossano, the areas of consuliation that
we could pursue in respect of other representative bodies
and so on. That, I think, deals with the point raised by

3.

the Leader of the Opposition., With rcgerd to Mr Tc sano, I
did not ask a question whether this matter hzd anything to
¢o with Spsin. I would not be so naive as to esk a guestion
of which the snswer would necessarily be no even if it were -
yes. 1 think the Honourasble Vember should give me credit
Tor that, I did not say I had asked. I have ssid thst this
had been suggested end that it had been suggested st very
high level as we 211 know. I had to put into writing into
the text in a brief way what happened but I have to 2d3 my
own Judgement on that and my own judgement mey prove ‘to dbe.

‘wrong but I have to give my own Judgement end my ovn’ judgement,

having seen Lord Carrington, having put the matter to him, -
having heard vhat he had to say, having referred through
Parliament, having had behind him -the result of the
hetionality Bill, I think that his.essursnces that one thing
‘had nothing to do with the other-were sincere and insofar as
he wes concerned were true and I take them as such., Cur
relations with the Eritish Government which should be as
good as they can make them, I would not say have been daraged
but have been affected. I may have something to say in =a
cuestion at a later sitage when we come to the guestion of
Taith .but that is too eerly now. so I will leave that until

we come to that. I did get perhaps more satisfaction.than

is reflected in the worés of the statement, or rether I
gathered more satisfaction than I can put in & stsntement,
about-the flexibility of the time of the closing of the
Dockyard, always related. I want 1o make it cleer becsuse I
was not very sure what the last diatribe, if I may say so
with respect, the Honcureble Mr Bossano made about the
gquestion of the deley. 'I took the assurance I got on thet
that if it requires more time to meke any visble alterna-
tive easier to absorb, then the timing was not a fixed one,
there was an area of movement there and I think Nembers will
have teken note of the fact that at subseguent qQiestioning
in ‘the House of Commons, the year 198L was mentioned, 1983/8L,

80 I think within the paresmeters of the availsbility of work

and so on I think that the time has .to have a relation to the
progress thet can be mede to substitute the economy of the
Dockyard with something else. With regard to the efforts to
be mede, I would consider them %to be, and I hsve cleared this
before that it was not the Gibralter Government's - idea of

- commercislisation but that ceme out of the report, I would

say and as I sald in my statement, the responsibility of the
Government to make . contingenvy plann;ng, I would say that now

-it is an atiempt, 1 would say tripartite attempt between the

comsultants, the Gibraltar Government end the British Govern-

ment to pursue the question of commercialisation &t the

quickest possible time in order to make sure that we are not
accused at & later stage of having refused to participate in’ -
efforts that are being made that could substitute the econony ’
of the Dockyard which according %o the Government is \
irreversible and which may or ms&y not prove to be but heving

regard to the time that it took to produce the White Peper

1l
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and the cuts mafe iIn England, I would join political efforis
that I would not bte telliny my real impressions to the House
if I offered any hope that that cen be reversed having

regsré to ny impression given in London, -With regerd to the
Question of trade union cooperation, I think this wes implicit
but I think the Eonoureble lember cazn gather some comfort to

v (&) thet I referred to the petition which hed been put to

me bv the Trade Union llovement the day I left the talks with
officials and a copy of which weg given to each member of

the team iomedlately efter I left the delegation., 4Also,-
izmplicit in the fect that I informed the Secretery of State
-that I hed had a meeting with Messrs Kitson ané Mertin and
that they were itaking the matiter of the trade union side with
the Prime ¥Minister. I think that the answer to that in thsat
respect is in the affirmetive and, indeed, I think that ve
must heve treade union cooperation in whetever is reguired to
be done in this matter and I hope, too, that the trade union
approach to the matter is also coupled with ultimate
acceptance of a2 situation but other than that I think that

it is quite clear or rather in addition I think it was made
quite clear that the concern was for the whole of Gibrealtar
anéd that the trade unions were taking a very active part in .
putting their point forward and without their COO“eTation it
would be difficult to pursue the matter. I woald just l1ike
1o Tinish off by saying that my talks with, I did not refer
to this because it wes not directly arlsing out of my mission -
but 25 it hes been made public, I had 2 meeting with Nr John
Silkin, who is the shadow Minister for Defence, who will dbe
coming to Cibrzltar on the 8th January to see for himself,

he is also shadow Leeder of the House at this moment, and
2lso with Ers Judith. Hert who 1s now Chalrman of the "Lebour
Party ir the United Kingdom. I had a meal with them and we
discussed the whole maitter and the best ‘way of dealing with -
their main concern at that meeting, of course, which is the
welfare of the whole of the people of Gilbraltar. .

ANSFERS TO_QUESTIONS
ThéAHoﬁsé recessed st 1.00 Pm. -
The House resumed at 3.40 pm.l
-Answers to GQuestlons continued.
The House receségd at 5.50 pm,
The Hoﬁse'resumgd a£.6.30 . |

.. .ORDER OF THE DAY _

FINISTERIAL STATEMENTS |

15.

¥R .BPEAXER:

The Honourable the Kinister for Housing and Sport has piven
notice that he wishes to meke & -statement. I will therefore
call on the Minister.

HON H J ZAMNITT:

¥r Spesker, Sir, thank you, Following the prectice institu-
ted by my colleague, the Honourable I Abecasis, of keeping

the House informed whenever z review of postal cherges is

to be introduced, it fslls upon me to mske a statement on

the increszses which will be introduced &s from 1 Jenuasry 41982.

As Members will no doubt recall, the iast genersl. review of
postal charges took placé on 1 August 41980. Since then,
annual wage reviews and other Tacitors have brought about &
considerable increase in the cost of postal operations. It
is Government policy thet the service which the Post Office
provides should es fer as possible pay for itsell.

I should nevertheless 1like to sitress thet ‘care hes been
teken, within the stated policy, to keep these incresses

as low as possible. The following are some examples of the
new charges, which are based on the basic rate authorised
by the Universal Postal Union:-

éurface rates from 9p to 1hp for = iette" wnigh*ng 20 srémmes
i

airmail rates %o wurone from 45p to-17p for a letter weighing
20 grammes.

airmall rates to other destinations and other posital services’
are also increased .

The local postage rate will not suffer an increase and will
remain at Up for e letter weilghing 50 grammes. .

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

ir Spéaker, I am very surprised to see that in the face of . =
what one might call the terrivle service that we zre receiving
at the moment from the Postal Services that this should have-

‘been the time. to rsise the rates., We see complaints, lr

Speaker, not only from the mail not arriving here in time

but there are people complalninb pﬂbl1c1y of the time they
hsve to stand to acquire stamps. I woulé have hoped that
the Minister perhaps might have tried to improve ihat
service so that we would see that the public generally were
happy with. the kind of service they were getuing befere
increasing the smounts. "VWnhilst, of course, we cannot oppose
-them for the reasons that he s&ys, perhaps he has got to
balance his boocks, I do not know, that is whait he said, it
would be interesting to know what the addiitional revemue to
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te éerived from this is going to be and what the position
of the scceount is going to be et the end of the year,
perhaps he could expleln that which I thirk the Ninister
has not done and then we would be in & betier position to
¥now vhether this is Justified or not dbut certeinly I do
not think it 1s Justified on the kind of service that we
zre getting now and 1f he goes shead with the increases I
hope there will be a considerable improvement on the service
which at the moment leaves very much to be desired..

HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask-the Ninister, on a point of clerification, is
there a breskdown between what Gibraltar gets and what other
Postel authorlities get on-international mail?  The letters
that get meiled in Gibraltar, does the whole of the 17p or
the whole of the 15p go to the Gibraltar Government?

EON H J ZANMITT:

Certeinly not, Sir. There are of course chargés that the
Gibraltar Post Office has to make to wherever destinstion
the letter is ultimetely getting to so it is not that we
retgin the 417v0 or 15p. I would like to say, Nr Speaker,
that ealthough Post Cffices particularly in Englend with
vhich we are very closely aligned has lost something like
£60r "this yesr, there is and I would not like to give an
indication of the:eirmail because England has not got an

airnail service as such, that we must accept from the moment V

go,. they have an ell . up rete which means that a letter is .

_ sent through the Post Office and the Post Office can send it
whichever way the Pogt Office has the best combination, it
could be by trzin; car; boal or by air vhereas we in
Gitraltsr have an airmail service end I can assure the
Honourable Mewmber, particularly the Honourable and.Gallant
Mejor Pelizs, that alresdy airmeall in Englend is 18p but it
will be going up gquite substantially to Europe of which we
form part. Lr Speeker, I agree to a degree that the service "
could be improved upon, I will not accept of course that it
is a terrible service. ) . :

MR SPEAXER:

211 T will 2llow you to do is to clarify the question of the
17p. : .

HON H J ZAMKITT: o ;
I think I have answered that, kKr Speaker.
HON J BOSSANO: '

¥hat I am trying to establish, in fact, is whether there is
a ratioc beiween what we charge and what we have to psy, whether

A7.

there 1s & relstionship which we sre maintaining or whether,

for example, we hsve to have a 2p incresse becsuse we have to
pay 1p more for every letter. Is there s mechanism of thai .
nature involved? ’ .

HON H J ZALITT:

The charges go-up, Mr Spezker, but of course we must realise
that we have to pay in Swiss Frencs which also accounts for
& certain upping, never s downing certainly in my time, and
therefore there is normslly an upping on that, Mr Spésker,
but we try and keep the relativity as best we can.

HON W T SCOTT:

I'r Speaker, may I have some clarification particularly after
thet question and if I 'am right in. assuming that part of the
extra postage is due to annual wage reviews and other
factors in Gibralter or at lesst some of. them in Gilbraltar,
to have been consistent here, not that I am sdvocsting this,
I would have expected a rise in the local postage as well.

HON H J ZANNITT:

¥r Spesker, we have found thet Lp for the area which the

Post Office carries responsibility from within Gibralter s
is considered to be quite steep and therefore it is found
that the mail within Gibrsltsr has diminished quite substan-
tially, in fact, there are many firms that have a messenger
to do deliveries rather than going through the post. :

HON W T SCOTT: s

Is this perhaps a case either of the local hail being %oo
high in price or perhaps the service could be substantially -
improved. . )

HON CHIEF MINISTER: ' S

¥r Spesker, I understand that according to the Order Paper
it would be for me now to move the motion standing in my
name. I would like to under Order 7(3) to postpone this
until a lster stage as I am not resdy for it now, some

materiel is being prepared for me.

¥R SPEAKER: .
Fair erough. We will take the second motion.

MOTIONS: N
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HON 4 J CANEPA:

Yr Spesker, I have the honour to move in the termes of the
motion standing in my neme. - Is it possible, Mr Spesker,
for me to dispense with reading this rether long motion?

'R SPEALKER:

Yes, I think the House will grant leave to dispense with the
reading of the motion, it has been circulated and it is
lengthy.

HON A J CANEPA:

Thank you, Sir. B8ir, at present the contsiner rental fee
free period stands at fifteen days. Beyond thet, efter the
expirstion of the rental free period, the fee for containers
up to 25 feet in length is £2.50 per day for the first six
days and £5 for each succeeding day end for those exceeding
25 feet £5 per day for the first six deys and £10 for each
succeeding day. Sir, I have recently received representa-—

. tions from the Conference lines which have highlighted the
difficuliies that z2re being encountered by shippers who per
force have to return the containers empiy to their loading
Ports as no goods z2re exported from Gibraltar and this,
coupled with the chenged shipping pattern has been ceusing
operetors to incur hesvy payments in rental charges. It is

"ot noss*ole to return the contsiners o their Port. of

origin wnder the present shipping pattern within the 15 day
ree period end, in fact, on aversge, containers sre remaining
in Gibralizr for over twenty-one days andé therefore they
sought an extension of this free period. The Government has

‘considered those representetions sympathetically and we are
broposing that the free period should be extended to thirty.
dzays. I pointed oui to them, end they accepted, that we
Telt that if we were going to make this concession then the
penzlties, or the rental charges, when that thirty days
period wes exceeded should be increased in order to act es a
deterrent and therefore the motion is also proposing that the
rental charge shoulé be incressed from £2.50 per day for the
first six days and £5 for each succeeding day, to £10 per
day after the thirty day free period for containers up to 25
feet in length snd, secordly, from the present £5 per day for
the first six deys and £10 for each succeeding day, to £20
per day after the thirty day free period for containers
exceeding 25 feet in length. The incresse charges are

considered reesoneble in view of the proposed cencession. !

The opportunity, Sir, is also beirg taken to review and
increase the present wharfage cherge. This was introduced
on the 8th March, 1979, eand having regard to the fact .thai
this was 2% years ago, we &re proposing thet it should be
increassed by 33i% from £7.50 to £10 Tfor containers up to 25°
feet in length and from £15 to £20 for containers exceeding
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25 feet. 8ir, the revenue yield is expected to be insigni-
ficant. Sir, I commend the motion to the House.

r Speaker then proposed the guestion in the terms of the
motion proposed by the Ninister for -Economic Development
and Trade,

HON YAJOR R J PELIZA:

¥r Speaker, I only hope that the llinister for Economic
Development and Trede will bear in miné thet in raising
these fees this is not pessed on to the importer in Gibraltar
who eventually hss to passs 1t on to the consumer. I would
iike the Minister for the Port to look into the guestion of
the cost of bringing merchasndise from abrogé to Gibreltier
and to try and work out how much of that extra cost is
involved in the actual hsndling in Gibralter. I sey so
becsuse there are items which by the time they errive in
Gibraltar from the plsce where.they are bought they doudble
in price and this is  something thet I think the iinister
for EZconomic Development who'has very much the gquestion of
economics in Gibralitar at heart,. he should look into that
because it would be extremely helpful if a way could be
found of reducing those costs as no doubt it will heave a
tremendous effect on the.cost of goods sold in Gibralter,

not just of course for our own consumption but also if we

are looking ahead to the day when we may see more visitors
coming to Gibralier 2s en attrsction.. I believe.that an
exercise has been carried out and that comparisons have I
been made of prices between here znd other plscesin the
neighbourhood &nd.in scme:instences we find that we are
really out of the market. I would suggest-that one of the
reasons why perhaps we sre not so competitive is becsuse

of the cost in bringing the mcrcnandise 1o Gibraltar and I
would ask the Minister that if hé is going to reise fees on
wharfages charges and all that, to see what he can do 10
evoid this being passed on to the importer otherwise,
eventually, .I think we are gradually pricing ourselves out
of 8ll markets.

HON G T RESTANO: .

Hr Speaker, I Just have one point to mske, Presumebly, with
the free period belng extended to thirty deys we may find
ourselves in a position where there are more conta iners
being retained in Gibraltar than heretofore and I hope that
2 system can be devised to keep the Port a little bit less

_congested than it is 'at the moment. One goes to the Pori

erea and the containers are not really stacked n’oper‘y,
they are pleced in a very untidy manner asnd I think-that
even if there wasn't any likelihood of an increzse in ohe Y
numbers, even with those that we have st the moment, I think
a system should be devised so that the Port looks a ‘pit
neater, loocks a bit cleaner then it does at the moment.
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VR SPEAKER: .
If trhere sre mno other contributors I will cell on the
¥inister to reply.

HON A J CANEPA:

I thirk the Honourable Mr Regsteno has a point, Mr Speaker.
It is 2 velic¢ point, this is something which.the Dock .
Controller will be eble to look into, it will be very much
part of his duitles. We do need somebody to be there all .
the time keeping a check on the situation. The Port
Depzriment does not have anyone at present who can do this
and this is why we sre employing a Dock Controller. Insofar
as theé rentel charges are concerned, I 4o not think, Mr
Speaker, having regard to the fsct that containers are now
remeining in Gibraltsr for twenty-one deys, I do not think

thet if we allow a rental free period of thirty deays increased:

cherges esre really going to apply as & generel rule so I do
not anticipate that those costs should be pzssed cn to the
consumer zt all. The point that he has raised is a much
wider issue, of course, which involves matters which may not
be within our control, which mey not be within our purview,
theéy may well involve charges which are not levied within
Gibrzlter, I will see what can be done sbout the matier but
I carnot sincerely promise that I will be able to get very
positive results,

¥r Spesker then put the guestion and on a vote being taken
the following Honoursble lembers voted in favour: .

The Hon I Abecasis :
The Hon A J Canepa - .
The Hon ¥ajor F J Dellibiani
The Hon K K Featherstone

The Hon Sir Joshua hassan
The Hon A J Haynes

The Hon P J Isola

The Hon A T Loddo

The Hon ¥ajor R J Peliza

The Eon J B Perez

The Eon G T Restano

The ¥on W T Scott |

The Hon Dr R G Velarino

The Hon H J Zammitt

The Hon D Hull

The Hon R J. Wallece

The follpwing Honourable Mcmber sbstained:
The Hon.J Bossano

..

The motion was accordingly passed.

i

BILLS

PTRST ANT, SECOND READING .

THE HOUSING ASSOCIATICNS ORDINANCE, 1984

HON M K FEATEERSTONE:

Sir, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an Ordinance

to provide for the incorporetion of sssociations for housing
purpvoses and for matters incidental thereto, be read a first
time.

¥r Spesker then put the ques%ion which wes resolved in the
affirmative end the Bill was read & first time.

SECOND READING.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be read e
second time, Sir, this Bill is' intended to enaeble occupiers
of housing estates or blocks, 1f they so wish, to Fform
associations for their sdministrztion and mansgement.
Provided that they zll pariticipate, the owners of units
comprising en estate or block of flats and, as the Bill
explains, two flats or more all in the same sres can be
clessed as a unit, they may incorporate a nousing association
and any person holding a leassehold interest of not less then’
three yeers may perticipate but only one occupier msy do so
and, of course, if you own the building or the flet outright
you are also entitled to participete., 8ir, the Bill is .
Gesigned to facilitate, particularly, the manesgement of the
common areas of estates and flats especially those held by
owner occupiers such ss in the Voodford Cottage Scheme which

-is proposed to get off the ground shortly, Shorthorn Estete

if thet should be sold by Government to the tensnts snd any

other housing schemes which may come about following Govera- L.
ment offers to sell flats in various estates and Government :
offers such es the Honourable linister for Economic Develop- o
ment mentioned this morning at L and & Lower Cestle Road . -
which could form an estate of its own. It is an enabling ’
measure, Sir, and subject to the restriction that the housing
association may not carry on business for profit, the members
may, in & memorandum establishing an associestion, specify
such purposes as they may think fit. The idea is of course |
that the housing association members will heve the meximum
control over the area itself. The Bill.will, subject to the
management rules adopted by the members, confer on an ~ -
essociation specific powers for the administration of common
areas and for the general benefit of the members including
powers to maintain common areas in good repair, to comply. . :
with statutory requisitions on behalf of the members and to i
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reintain aéeninistrztion funés. 1lore generelly, associlations
will reve such powers es ere ressonably necessary to carry
their purposes into effect., Although the measure has been
prepered with Government housing schemes in mind, its
provision zay, of course, spply to any housing scheme and
private procoters of group housing schemes may Join in if
they so wish. The scheme of the Bill contemplates that the
rarticipation of gll the occupiers will be necessary for an
assoclation to be formed. It 1s obvious that it is no good
if you have a block of flats in which there ere sixteen
tenents and two of them wish to stay out, ihe need is that
they 21l teke pert otherwise i1t cannot be formed. Conse~
quently, provision is made in the Schedule for 'a number of
pinimum. management rules vhich will epply in every case.
These are intended to ensure thet there is vprovision for
menagement of an essocietion, that regular meetings: of asso-
ciztions are held, thzt members will each have an equel vote’
and thet merbers are kept informed of the progress of the
affeirs of the associstion sné of its Commitiee of Nanagement,
In the Bill itself provision is also mesde for the keeping of.
' proper accounts and epproved suditing, Regulstions may also
be mede by the CGovernor, on zdvice, concerning the menagement
of funds. The Bill itself elsc contains provisions to enable
rejority and minority groups of members to seek relief from the
Supreme Court.” This is consldered necessary in the interest of
efficacy and of equity. There esre substantive provisions in-
the Bill. It also provides for a registrar of housing
gesocizstions ‘vhoe is likely to be the Surveyor and Planning
Secretary esnd lays down a procedure for registration and )
consecuent Incorporstion For the keeping of a register and
for the cesncelletion of regisiration., 8ir, it is not the
intention of theé Government to takxe the Committee Stage at
this meeting of the House but at a subseguent meeting. There-
fore, Sir, I commend the: Bill to.the House.

YR SPELKER:

Before I put the gquestion to the House does any Member wish
t0 speak on the general principles-and merits of the Bill?

KON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

¥r Speaker, I thirk in this instance it is imaginative of

the Government to bring this Bill to the House. I think it
will induce people to think of getting together and developing
projects of & small nature which perhaps the Government have
not thought yet but which they may come forward seeing that
there is & way of teing eble to protect their position within,
say, & block of flats end that there i1s somé kind of legal
sanction behind whatever it is that they intend to do.- I -
therefore do welcome the Bill eand I am sure that this is
something that in most societies alresdy exists and it was
lacking here and now wWe are going to have it. But I would
tell the Xinister at the same time, just going slighitly off
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the point snd I will not po very far, l'r Speaker, that
perhaps it might possibly to do something similar for the
housing estates in Gibraltsr vhere I know in those places
where there is a Committee slthough it is recally produced
by the itenanis themselves with no legel sanction behind it,
where it does work very well and I might rention where I

. . live, in Penney House, where the tenesnts have rezlly gone

out of their way znd even procuced s garden at the back

. sweating very hard in the summer end I think that something

like this may induce pesople to look much more after the area
in which they live. In commending this Bili, lr Speéker, I
hope that the exercise produces good results and that
perheps 1t mipht induce the Linister %o lock into how they
could do something similar for the housing estates.

HON J BOSSANO: _ . s
¥r Speaker, I think the Yinister sald that this was ensbiing

legislation and I take it therefore thet, people will not be
required to form housing assoclations or to register them.

. I also tske it that the legislation will noi in fect cover

the existing Tenants' Associations and I think it is
importsnt to reslise on the existing Tenants' Associstion in

‘. housing estates from my experience of them, that any of the

associations that had to work within legsl requircments as

to meetings and so on snd producing eccounts vhen it depends
on voluntsry work of people who in many cases are also
involved 'in many other organisetions because in Gibrilza? ,
it tends.to hsppen that we get the same people reappesring
in e2lmost every conceivable organisetion, the thing would °
never get off the ground and sny essoclation like that would
£ind itself acting illegslly. I think the Tenents' Associa-—
tions on housing estates have got & loose framework and need
to be kept like that so I would certsinly not support sny
‘attempt to.make them work within legal requirements. I can
understsnd that when one is talking, for example, of people
setting themselves up to own, as it were, cooperatively a
housing estate or even if they are individual owners but they
have to own certain areas collectively, then there has to be
some legel entity who can be sued and with whom contreacts can
be signed and who cen be held responsible and I see the need
for that and I will support the legislation on thet besis

but I want to. meke clear that.slthough I support the concept
.of home ownership proposed by the linister for Economic
Developpent in allowing private individuals to develop
properties that have been lying empty end derelict for very
many years snd are likely to remsin like thet for many yesrs
because of shortage of public funds, I éo not support the
concépt of home ownership by selling existing Government

_ houses &% huge discounts and consequently any support ‘that I

give this Bill should not be construed as support for the
sale of Council houses. ’ ’
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.HCN CHIEF NINISTER:

I thin¥ the question unless there is ownership involved

Coes not srise and I think the work that is being done now
by the tenents sssoclietions is a very good work -and should
be encoureged but I think this ray also bring about the need
to consider leglsletion to protect tenants of privete flats
which zre collective areas where there are difficulties
gbout charges made and. so on. I think we will have to look
&t thet, too.

¥R SPEAKER:
Does the ¥inister wish to reply?
EON ¥ XK FEATHERSTCKE: '

I am very grateful, Sir, for the kind words of the Honourable
Yajor Peliza. As the Honourable Chief ¥inister has said, the

question of Government Housing Estates is not covered by this

Bill, this is purely for p“ivate estates, but we do take
the po;nt end my uepaﬁtment does work very closely with
Tenents' Associations and I shall do my utmost so that that
worX can continue. As I have said, the situation here does-
not epply to Government Estates so I think the Honourable .
¥r Bossano will not need to worry about it. '

Kr Speaker then put the guestion which was resdived in the
affirmetive and the 211l wes read & second time.

HOE ¥ K FEATH‘SPSTOiIE:

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third
Reading of the Bill willl be taken at. & subsequent meeting of
the House. - . ' .

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
HON ¥ K FEATHERSTONE:

S8ir, I have the honour to move the suspension of Standing
Orcéers Noz. 29 and 30 in respect of the Public. Health
(Amendment) (N¥o.L) Ordinance, 198i.

" U¥r Spesker put the guestion which was resolved in the
affirmetive and Standing Orders Nos. 29 and 30 were.
accordingly suspeéended.

" THE PUBLIC BEATTH {ANENDMENT) (NO.L) ORDINANCE, 1984
HON ¥ XK FEATHERSTONE: ) '
Sir, I have the honour te move that a Bill for an Ordinance

to further amend the Public Healtn Ordinance (Ghapter 1313
be read a first time.
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Kr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill wes resd & first time,

SECOND READING.
BON 1f X FEATHEERSTONE:

Sir, I have the Honour 1o move thet the Bill be rezd s second

time. . 8ir, rainfall from the 41st Janusry to the end of
November this year hes totalled approximetely 48,000 tons.
This compares very unfevourebly with the ssme period lest
year when some 59,000 tons were collected. In spite of this
59,000 tons, last year's rainfall wes much lower then . .average
and this 1s reflected in the low yield from the wells during
this year. The amount sctually prcéuced wes lower than for

the same period last year by some 22,000 tons. The cumulative

elffect of these shortfalls coupled hith a smell. increase in
consumption, and consumption is increasing at sbout 3% to L¥
Per annum, means that by the end of November our stocks of
weter in the resevoirs haéd fallen to a criticsl level of some

-6 million gallons. It might be pertinent to commenti that the-

absolute minimum is some four million gallons but when siocks
fall to this level it is 2almost impossidtle to work the

. resevoirs satisfactorily owing to Durn*ng difficulties end

the water quality could hot be meintained, Yhen the stocks
this year, Sir, had dropped to six million gallions, the '
position was that we had to rely on two distillers and s
reduced rate of importation from Moroccco wheres there wes 'some;
restrictions on the guentity of water which could be given
to our tankers. Any breakdown in any one of the distillers
would have meant & most serious situstion and irrespective
of .the possibility of a breskdown, the distiller situstion
wes such that they were nearing the time when they would
have to shut down for overhaul. 1Indeed, the North Face
dlistiller, which has worked continuously for the last ten
months, should have been shut down for overhaul some weeks
ago and great credit is due to the PWD engineers and

‘distiller plant workers thet the two plants have been able

to be kept working reasonably satisfactorily. Government
was therefore faced with-a situstion that either drastic
water rationing would have to be implemented, this being
done by cutting of supplies end fitting stand pipes at
various points from which buckets of water could have been
collected or t6 import water from the United Kingdom by '
tanker. The possibility of retioning could not be counte-

.nenced and a decision was taken. to import some four snd a

half million gallons or 20,000 tons by tenker from the United
Kingdom. The cost of this water will come to spproximately .’
£190,000 and when sold under the normsl methods of supply.
will only produce sbout £59,000, leaving a shortfell of -
£131,000. This shortfell could be covered .by increasing

the already considerable subsidy to water in the account or
by & surcharge on 8ll water used for a period of time until
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the shortfzll were covered. The Govermment Las decided to
edopt the lztter course snd therelore. this B1ll seeks. to
pat & surcharge to be known s JWA, or Imported iiater
Lllowsnce, On '2ll water consumed over the next four months.
Tre surcharge will be et a flet rete of 7 pence per unit

‘of 1C0 litres Irrespective of the current price of the

wveter surplied vwhich reans thet if you are using water at
13 pence per 100 litres, then you will pesy 2C pence per
100 1itres° If you are using es an industrial -user water
et L0 perce rer 100 litre, then you will pay L7 pence. It
hss been celculeted thet if the surchsrge is applied for

“%ie Toriths of January, February, larch snd April next year,

this will bring in sufficient money to cover the shortfall.
Tc the average domestic consumer the increase per month will
renge tetween £1.70 end £2.50 per ronth. This is not consi-
dered to be too heavy a price to pay for a continued supply
of water during this critical period rather than suffer, &s’
some of our neighbours have done, the vicissitudes of
intense water rationing, I commend the Bill to the House.

.

¥R SPEAKER:

Before I put the question to the House does any Honourable
Kember wish to speak on the gene*al princﬁples or merits
of the Bill?

HON 2 J ISOLA:

¥r Soezker, we are opposed to the principle of the Eill.
Ve egree entirely thet the Government should do everything
it can t0 keep & continuous waterssupply to ~the populstion
but we don't like the introduction of this water adjusiment
charge, it hag unhappy memories of the fuel'adjustment
charze which we have in relztion. to electricity. It is not
for us to judge whether the shorifall should be subsidlsed
frozn the VWater Pund or not' but-I think that what we ought
to consider, the Pudget is in March or April, and the
Government will then have to look at their total water bill
z2nd decide what should be done in the circumstances. Ve
don't sgree thet the shortfall of the tanker should be msde
up irmediately because, efter all, we may get some rain nexi
year, the situation could change quite a lot and there is no
reason in our view why people should be penalised for using
the water that they are entitled to use if the supply is.
there. We don't like the introduction of the nrlncinle of
this adjustment cherge because we know that this won't be
the Tirst time it 1is done, it will take a permgnent state
although this Bill ‘doesn't 2llow it because it is only for
Jemuery, Februsry, March and April, but if we agree to the
principle we will get a situation where water, like elctri-
city, is made subject to this adjustment formula. We don't
llke it, we think that 1t is the obligetion of the Govern-
ment to provide water at the most reasonsble charge it can

2? o

proviée it and tsking account of the whole cost of procuction
end not Just Fo to a particulsr eree of procuction, for

" exemple, a tanker, to Justify an incresse. I thin¥k we must

look at the picture at the end of- ohe financiel year snd
decide whst hss to be done. Ve don't like the introduction
of the adjustment formula. The principle of the Bill is
wvhet we are opposed to. :

HON_J BOSSANO:

¥r Spesker, I will be opposing the charges proposed by the
Government. It seems to me that in this periiculér instence,
what the Government 1s seying is that the water thst is
belng imported 1s going to be met, the whole cost is going
to be met by the consumer, there 15 not going to be any -
subsidy because the Minisier hss seid thet if that water was
scld &t the normal price of water, it would effectively be -
s0ld at & loss of £131,000 over the cost price and thst the
introduction of a levy for a period of four months will, in
fact, re-coup thet loss and consequently I imagine the
Government expects to finish the account on the same basis
as’ it would have done had it not.hsd %o impoft the weter,
that is, the cost of the tanker will come entirely out of
the consumers of the weter. The only thing is, of course,
that people esre going to be charged not on the marginal

.increase in-the water which is the water being brought in,

but on the whole of the water uhey are consuming, including

the wster that they may be getting from the pump in their:

underground tank, and as far -as I am concerned I think if
we have got a shortage of water and we . heve goit no . wey .of
overcoming the situastion other than imporiing, thén I would .
agree with the Government thst the .right thing to do is %o

-import rather than introduce drastic ratlioning but I can see

no justification of saying that the consumption over the next
four months has got to be maede to pay for the bill for the
‘tenker..."I do-.not support it.

HON W T SCOTT

Nr Speeker, & small contribution. It seems to me from
questions arnd answers end informetion we have been soliciting
for quite 2 few months now, that even if we had had the-
average rainfall that we might have expected throughout this
last year, we would still have been short of the requiréments
of fresh weter in Gibrsltar, both in wells and in reinfell.
This is why in a supplementary, I asked the guestion of
whether Government intended heving snother desilinetion plend
‘or another distiller in its Development Programme. It seenms
to me, therefore, Nr Spesker, even more importent now thst’
this 'should be effected because I can see a situstion where
come three or four montds itime from now, we might finhd our-"
selves in.a similar situation yet sgain. On that besis, iT
the Government has not already given the grest priority to
this desilinstion plant, I think it should reconsider the :
priority it should give to it and place 1t really high on the

- list.
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HCN CHIEF VINISTER:

Sir, I regret to sgy thst since the dissolution of the City
Council, the powers thet I was reputed to have in producing
rain vhen there was a chortage have dismally diszppeared and
I hzve never been eble to catch up on it since then.  It-
seens to me thet we are very lucky in Gibreltar in spite of
everything thzt we have been sble to ensure a continuous
supnly of water for many, many yeers. It has been at a cosi
end in respect of consumers it has always been a subsidised
one, &nd rightly go end developing the theory propounded
by the Honcursble ¥r Bossano thst because we have to be self
sufiicient the general body of tax veyers must pay for the
benefit and that we are doing. The ¥inister said this

orning something which I thought was very. helDle in rep*y .
to the noncurable Kr Scott about the consumptlon,that the
cell I econony of water had had an effect. I think thst
if uhls temporary increase has the further effect of making
people much more conscious, then we will have achieved some-,
thing epart from re-couping the money that we are paying for
this peariicular one. We know we are selling water to the
consumer at & heavily subsidised rate, this i1s Jjust. to
reccup this speciel thing and to highlight whet is here
¢oruunate1y not felt but which anybody who watches television
on the other channel will know that.for eighteen months there
hzs scarecly been eny rain end I do not agree with the .

Hernourable Y¥r Scott thet had we had sverage rainfall we would

be in the same position, Of course we wouldn't because not.
only would we heve had the wzter in the castchments but the
peint is that with average rainfzll the wells yleld consi~
derzbly more than with the dry period that we have had. Vhen
we tax the wells too much, as wes done during the war, we
nearly killed them., This we found in 1945, when we entered
the Council during the war year, the wells had really been
sucked out of water and the weater that was being delivered .
then was very, very hard uniil gradually the wells were
nursed again., This is, perhaps, the only venefit that we
can get from the rains in Spain that goes into our pumps and
into our wells. This 3ill is just a temporary measure which
we Teel will highlight the situation which some people teke
tco much for granted, that we ensure a continuous 'supply of
water even where in other places they have great difficulties
in mzintsining even a ration which to us unfortunately would
reqnire considerably more expense because rationing water and
cutting weter at certain times brings ebout a considerable
amount of waste because of the rust in the pipes and we would
have to have special machinery to do so.
LR SPEAKER:

.

I will cell on the ¥inister then to reply. -

29,

HON X K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, with reperd to the point reised by the Honoursble lr
Isola, I think that he hasn't gquite understood the principle.’
The principle is, of course, that the smell user will psy &
small surcharge and the large user will pey & high surcharge.
If you have got iwo people, both eerning the same selery and

. both paying the ssme Income Tax and you were tc put all this

extra cost into the water deficit where it would have to be
paid eventually out of the Consolidated Fund, then you would

. have one of those two people, who sre both on the same

economic footing, subsidising the other and this would be
unfair. I think thet the principle we have evinced is a
reasonable principle. As fer as Ir Possano's point is’
concerned, the domestic consumer who in the main uses less
than four thousand five hundred litres per month, will be
paying at the rate of 13p plus the IWA of -7p wbich is 20p,

. he will still be getting subsidised water over the marginal

rate, subsidised to the tune of something between 50% to
3319, I think, once egain, i1t is not really unfair theat

* they shouid pay "this extra for thils specilal suvnly thet we

Mave to bring in. I teke the Honourable Yr Scoti's point
ebout the distillers, we have a new distiller scheduled, the

. tender should be coming out within the next four %o eight

weeks and as I have already said, we are going to ask for
gsome money in this session of the House to get on with some
of the civil works that are necessary. We are very sware
thet the need for more distillers 1is very urgent. 4s I have
sa2id, the consumption of water is steedily rising and, of !
course, we cannot put all our foith into importstion from
reasonably short distence sources and natura;ly we don't
want to put very much need into 1mportatior of water from
the United Kingdom from where it is very expensive. I think
thet the Honoureble Chief Minister has saild the Honourable-
¥r Scott is somewhat wrong .in his calculetions. If we had
had a normal year of rainfell and a normel amount of water
from the wells, we would have been some 2 to 3 million
gallons better off and, of course, the situation would not

- have erisen thet we were so critically low in stocks. I

commend the Bill, Sir.

¥r SDeaker then put the guestion and on a voie belng taken
the Tollowing Honaurable liembers voted in Lavour' .

The Hon A J Canepd

The Hon ¥ X Featherstone

The Hon Sir Joshue Hassan

) The Hon J B Perez
The Hon Dr R G Valarino
.. ! . The Hon H J. Zammitt .

- ) ' " The Hon D Hull . : N
C ) o ~ The Hon R J Wallace
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The following Honoursble Verbers voted sgsinst:

The Eon J Bossano

Tre Hon P J Isola

The Hon A T Loddo -

The Hon Yajor R J Peliza
The Eon G T Resteno

The ‘Hon W T Scott

The ‘Tollowing Honourable Verbers were ebsent from the Chamber:
The Hon I Abecesis
The Hon lajor ¥ J Dellipiani
The Hon A J Haynes

The Bill was resd a second time.

HOW ¥ FEAT“:RS;ON?~

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Comm‘ttee Stage and Third

Readirg of the Bill be taken ot & later stage in the meeuing.‘

This was sgreed to.

-')

T CITY FIPE BRIGADE AND FTRL SERVICES OHZNDVZRT)
DL C, 1981

HON DR R G VALARINO:

have the honour:to move that a Bill for an Ordinance ‘£
mend the City Fire zndéd Fire Services Ordinance 1976 (No 19
of 4197€) be reed a first time.

fl)FS

“¥r Speaker then put .the guesiion which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill was read a Iirst time.

" SECOND READING.
EON DR R G VALARINO:

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be read a second
time. As explained in the explanatory meporandum, this Bill -
seeks to acend the City Fire Brigade and City Fire Services
Ordinance (No.19 of 1976). Clause 2 zmends Section 3 of ‘the
principel Créinance which, incidentelly, defines erezs in.

. which the City Fire Brigade is responsible for fire preven-
tion end conirol and it indicates it so as to include the
auxilliery Cerxber and-those perts of the Rock and the North
l’ole that are now not 'heléd or occupied by the linistry of
Defence., In fzct;, this Ordinance has.been so drafted so '
that any future 20D land coming over to the Gibraltar . . .
Governzent is automatically included in the Schedule and we’
édo not have to come back to the House 10 'cover any handing
over, Clause 3 amends Section 30 of the Principal Ordinance
end, in fact, has three subsections. (A) for the meking of
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regulations for the certifylng Tor fire sefety purposes of
premises or classes of premises to which the public heve
access in which pebple ere employed end, in fact, covers
2ll public premises and premises where. people are employed.
EBasically, this is a step up in the fire precsution regulaw -
tions and is a desirable object as we want to bring all
standing regulations as fer ss UX standerds ere concerned.

~The other thing sbout this Bill is thst it elso provides for

the Governor to make regulations and designate, thereby
preventing any further comeback to the House. Section B,
requires fire extinguishers end Tire fighting equipment to
be provided and meintained in premises. Not only does it

do thet but it requires eny landlord, or owner occupier,

to provide these fire extinpguishers and fire fighting
equipment in their own homes, it also sllows the Governor

to make regulations and thereby svolding cumbersome and
separate legislation. Subclsuse C, is .really .a provision-
for penalties and these penalties are set oui, as you can
see, in that parasgreph. This 1s the initiel move in order

to bring fire prevention regulations up to e very acceptable
level and, as I sald before, at par with the United Kingdom
and forms part of a peckage deal 1in which we started off

with the public sector in providing fire extinguishers, which
was extremely successful, and now we are getting to the field
of the private 1ndiv1cuals and shops end premises. ‘I think
this is something worthwhile, something which must be
considered and in the context of Gibraltar being so small

and at times being go aifficuli to get to in case of en
emergency or a fire, I strongly commend this..Bill to.the House.

¥R SPEAKER:

‘Before I put the; question t0 the House does eny Honourabie
¥ember wish to spesk on the generax principles and merits
of the Bill. .

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, I had misgivings when I first saw this Bill and -
having listened to the Minister propounding on it hss made
me even more worried about some sections of this’ Bill,
particulerly subclrmuse’ 2, empowering the Governor ito make
regulations and, in fect, compelling owners or occupiers

of premises to have 11re fighting ecguipment in their |
premises., VWhat I don t like sbout this is thet it should
be by law. Of cours I think it is a2 good thing to have
fire-fighting equipment in &s many premises &s possible buib
I think this should be done more by ehccursgement then by
legisletion., Another matter contained  in the proposed
regulations under subperagraeph 3, is the providing of .
applications Tfor certificates. I would like to know, and'.
I would like the Minister when he replies, to say who is

~ golng to pay Tfor this. 4Are all the owners of premises

going. to pay this, what are those charges gelng toc be?
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Tren, erain, prescriting the manmer in which the extingui-
shers and equiprent srecified sre to be kept in premises or
clesses of premises. wrhat, ir proctice, is going to naspven,
¥r Specker? Is, in fact, the Fire Brigade going to go to
prerises end say where all the equipment should be placed,
zné is thet service to be given free of cherge? Then .
subcliesuse G, which regulstes the ssle, supply, installetion,
reﬂazr raintenance end inspection of the fire service and

ire fic"ting equipment, Ve do not like the principle of .
one depzriment teing able to impose on individuals whet sort
of mechinery, whet sort of eguipment they should be purcha-
sing or instelling. I think thst goes against the principles
of free trade, I think it could well be a Government
incursion into the priveate sector. So, ¥r Speaker,; subject
to getting some explanations, some further explanations from
the Winister on those points that I have ralsed, we certainly
coulé not go along with subparagraph 2 of this Bill,

I finad it diffiecult, Y¥r Speaker, how one cen go along with
legislation that provides up to six months imprisonment as
& pun ;sndert for somebody that refuses ito have a fire
extingulsher in his house. Unless I have read the law
wrong, thaet is implied. I one cen' meke regulations
reguiring occuplers of premises to have and to maintazin in
effective working conditions fire extinguishers snd then
there is under Sub Clause H, it seys that contravention or
Tzilure to comply witd any regulstion made under the sub-
secticn shezll be & criminal offence end provides for
penalties not exceeding a fine of £50 or imprisonment of
six months. It sounds somewhat grotesque to suggest that
*h*s is going to havpen in fact but, in fect, this is what
he legislzation enables the law to provide for, it enables
fo* e law saying that if your fire extinguisher isn't
mor?_lg in your house they can lock you up for six months.
I can't say that I share the optimism of the Finister as to
the effectiveness of the distribution of fire extinguishers
that we have had to far., I know that they have been distri-
tuted but I am not quite sure whether anybody knows whst use
they are being put to and precisely where they are, or how
zccesible they are in a case of fire. I know personally '
that & lot of people have still.not got the fire extinguisher
out of the box in which it was delivered and are not quite.
gsure whet is in the box until occasionally they come across
it and open it and look insidée. As a means of ensuring
effective fire protection I con't know how good that will
be but I think one will find that generally spesking it is
the people who are less capsable of organising their own
iives end their own affairs and when we-have had fires in
Gitreltzr cccasionally it hes been not infreguently through
neglect of basic safety requirements like not leaving things
turned on or not leaving lighted cigareites lying asround and
this sort of thing and I think that there is a correlation

4
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. between sccidentel fires of this nature znd the relishility

that one cen plece on people who sre perhaps noi very well
equipped to hendle their own sffsirs aciua 1ly getting round
to finding the Tire extinguisher esnd knowing what to do with
1t rsther than running 6ut into the street screeming for
help from the neighbours. I think it is perfectly lecitimate
for the Government tc say: "Well, we think that there is e
fire risk in Gibrelter, thet because Gibraltar is very small
and very crowded we need to limit prople's freedom end wve
need to have & lsw that requires everybody to heve a Tire
extinguisher ready and aveilsble in their house and well
maintained". However, I don't think the history of fires

in Gibraltar indicetes that we are running thls enormous
risk. If it were the case snd if the social good requires
it, then I am certeinly prepared to defend as a political
decision that the limitation of the freedom of the individusl
can be Justified for the good of the community and it is a
philosophy that I .do not shrink from defending, but I am not
satisfied that the case has been made here.

HON ATTCRNEY~GENERAL:

¥r Speaker, I would like to spesk to the mamner in which the
controls because that is what we ere talking about, controls
or potential controls, is presented in this Bill, The
guestion of whether or not there should be compulsory control
in relstion to the fire hazerds I think is very much s metter
of policy, if that 1s the right word, or technicel policy if,
you like. The wey in which that is carried into effect in
this Bill is of course to enzble reguletions to be made if

. the Government choses to do so. The first point that I

would like to meke 1s that when these proposals originally
came up, there was a suggestion that they should be by way .
of an Ordinsnce as such but I don't think thset is really

the best epproach and I advised ageinst that approsch

beceuse we slready heve a principel Ordinance, the one which
it 1s proposing to amend which already desls with the general
matter of fire control and fire precsutions end I think these
are properly matters of detail to be subsumed under that head.
I think whether or not fire control provisions ere going %o
be compulsory is .really a matter, if you like, of technical
policy but one point that does occur to me is that I should-
explain why they have been done by way of regulstions but

-1f there were any feeling on the Covernment side and in the’

House that these powers are wide powers, well, of course,

it would be a relatively easy matter to have a subclause in
the Bill saying that the reguletions must be laid on the
tsble of the House. If I can spesk to three particular
points. One of the Honoursble llembers referred to psrsgrsph
(g), the mnew paragraph (g), that is to be included in the.
reguletion meking powers in Section 30 of the Bill, I would
simply sey that what we have done here is to redraft the
whole of a section which already exists and that particuler .
provision as already established in the Bill., The Honoursable
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rber will see if he looks at Section 30 that there is

-ealy @ perégrach () vhich deels with that point and

5 is not & new principle in this amending Bill, If I

turn also to the question of offences. RBecsuse it 1s
eneral enabling proposal, I think thet as a matter of
ctice one normxelly provides in general terms for offences.
course, the reguletions thest sre mace, those of them which
e offencies would hsve & varying degree of gravity according
he neture of them. It is not ususal practice in conferring
uletion wmeking powers to brezk up into detail In the
ling powers themselves the different levels of penalties
that can be provided, that-is normally deslt with vhen you
come to make the sctual regulstions. There is elso &
recognised convention, I think, in spelling out criminal
venalties which is this, that if you put the fine first and.
then the term of imprisonment ‘subsequently, the courts will,
in generel, interpret that to meen that normelly the matter
shoulé be capeble of being desli with by wey of a fine bus
there may be some cases in which imprisonment is warranted
~&nd I think thet leaves this gqguestion; can there be any

case in which imprisonment is warranied in regulstions
vhich nlght be made under this section? Perhsps, normally
nct, dbut I think if we sre dealing with premises to which

the public at large have access and premises in which
enployees rcutinely work.and efter’'all they are two of the
classes of premises tc which regulations can be made, and
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if you heve a big enough situztion then, even if infreguently, -

there may very well be cases when the gravity of the offence
is such that 2z six month's penalty would not be excessive.

EON A T LODDO:

'r Spesker, I world just like to ask 2 question on clarifi-
cstion, That type of fire ecquipment did the Minister have

in nind? Is it the same type thait Government has installed
in its estates becsuse, I can think immediately of four
different types of fire Tighting appliances and I don't think
it would be practicsl to have the four in one's house. Each
one used for a different type of fire. I can think of foan,
“water carbon dloxide and péwder. If the Government installed
one type of appliance in its estates, one would expect that
the most that could be regulred- from the private individual
would be 2 similer appliaence, whether he bought it from one.
ranufeacturer or snother, it would be entirely up to him. T
thirk it might be cumbersome to expect any ovrivate person to
be luzxzbered with, sey, three different bits of equipment for
three possible types of fires in his premises. . '

HCOX P J ISOLA: .

¥r Spesker, I fully sympathise with everything that has been -,

szid on this side. . cf the House. As I understend it and
perhaps the ¥inister will be able to confirm 1%, in England
they are now going back to the theory and to the thoughi
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end zdvising people vhere fire Tighting is concerned, people
vho live in houces or in the cese of business precises, thst
1f there is a fire they close doors, get out end cell the .
Fire Bripede struightswsy. DBecause if people stert hendling
exitinguishers thet they don't ¥now much ebout or they have
forgotten how to 6o it, ené its been there, they heve never
hed a fire for years, they ere likely to be suffocsted end
Gemege is likely to be done to them by trying to fight the
fire. I think that is a very important point of principle
+hat we have to know before the }Minister launches the whole
of Gibraltar into & very, very expensive exercise, which is
the second part of my guestion;” - cen Gibralter afford tnis
gort of legisistion end this sort of compulsion on people

in houses and in tenancies and in busincsses to hsve fire
fighting equipment snd Tire extinpguishers all over Gibraltar,
The ¥inister says that it hos Deen done in the public sector
but that has been done entirely at public -expense. Has 1t
been successful ¢ Is it true whest my Honoursble Friend sgys,
that in meny houses the fire extinguishers are still in the
boxes in which they were delivered? Ias the Fire Brigade the

"~ capacity to go round to every individual household znd tell

everybody how to use these fire extinguishérs? ¥r Spezker,
we are being lesunched here into an exercise, at times of

. crisis in Gibrelter the Minister is leunching us into an

exercise giving extensive power to.the City Fire Brigade,
when ‘I am sure they haven't got the manpower unless they go
doing this after hours end egain an-extres charge on the
revenue of the colony through overtime sndl!so forth. VYhat

are we being lead in for, MNr .Specker? I sgree with whet !
the .Honourzble I'r Bosssno hss said. Fortunstely, mercifully,-’
we don't have a very high fire record in Gibreltar and I

would say that in most places in Gibraltar the advice that’

is given in England would be sound and proper sdvice to’

give. Close doors, get out, and call the Fire Brigade.

Don't start playing around with these fire extinguishers

which may still be locked up in your case, or which you nay
not know anything about. It is all very well for the

linister to talk sbout the public sector but.ihe public .
sector, apparently, has been an exercise in wested expenditure
if there is one single household that still has its fire
extinguisher in a box, I recall the reasons why that happened,

“That happened, I think, as & resull of questions from

Honourzble Nembers on this side of the House sbout the hoses
in the various blocks, I think it wes in Led Sands Road, in
Humphreys, not heving been paintained end being in a terrible
condition. The lMinister came beck with a brillisrt idea that
they were going to throw sway all these things and provide an
individual fire extinguisher in every teneément in Gibralier.
That was an experiment that, epparently, has not succeeded
whatever .the ¥inister may say, judging from whet one hears, -
Tt has no%t succeeded or it may have succeeded but it hesn't
been put-to the proof. Kr Speaker, I agree with my Honourable
Friend, Mr Resteno, these are very, very wide powers. I think
it would be much better io persuade people that it is in their
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interest not just to buy a fire extinguisher but it is in
thelr interest to cell the City*Fire Brigede. TFor exenmple,
Tirms of sowe size, or hotels, for the Fire Brigcade to go
there ernd instruct people in tne hotels how to deal with

it anéd so forth, I would aslso 1like tc kxnow how meny fire
extinpuishers the Ninister is going to put in each office,
What is it going to be, one per room, is there & norm to
this? Is it the lendloré who is going to be told to buy

it, or isit the tenant who is going to be t0ld to buy it?

Is this going to have an effect on rent-if it is going to .
be the landloré? Is the landlord Jusit going to be compelled
10 buy an extingulsher or is thet going to be passed on to-
the tenant, or is it going to be the {enant? Ye ere not
hzppy with this Ordiranrce, Kr Speaker, and certainly unless
we have satisfactory enswers we will vote sgainst it.

HON DR R G VALARIKO:

i'r Speaker, Sir, certeinly ¥r Isole shows the lack of know=-
ledgre that exists es fer as he is concerned ebout fire
p"ecautions. Ee ought to know that Hotels have got to
onTorn with fire safety ”egulationo end, in fact, we have
hac z tremendous number of fires in Gibraltar. Tf he cares
to remexber, we had e very large fire at the Rock Hotel
which fortunately, éue to the fire .prevention regulations
at the time, wes minimised. %We have had fires at the fibre
glass factory, we have hed fires a2t the Deputy Governor's
¢ifice, vie have had fires at the clubs in Bell Lane. 1In
fect, we heve head a tremendous number of very large fires
and in a sm2ll place like Gibralter it is important to be
able to fight the fires as soon as possible. In reply to
Yr ?ossano, he said that of the fire fighting equipment
hLCh we haé provided, half of it wes lying idle. I can tell
-that not so 1ong ago, there was & very lesrge Tire at
«os*a Dzle end it was only through the services of the people
there and in fsct they used five fire extinguishers, that a
‘trermendous emount of damage to Rosia Dale was avoided. Vhen
you ccnsider, in practical terms, the amount of fire fighting
preczutions, compare thazt to the amount that nowadays it costs
to build just one house, it is worthwhile to have &ll the
fire fighting regulations availeble as much as possible
especlzlly in Gibrzlter because, unfortunately, roads are
nerrow, there are & lct ¢f steps and it is certainly not
gasy for the Fire Brigede, who are &n excellent body, to
be zble to Fight these fires., . Mr Isola well knows that
places that are oven to the public have both fire fighting
eguipment es fer as doors is concerned ito prevent smoke
vhich is extremely deadly end the fire fighting eguipment
and if he wishes, I would show him en ordinary extinguisher
.znd show him how sicple it is and how easy it is to operate
gnd as a Tirst line of defence it is the ideal system that:
can exist in Gibraltar., 1In facit, we are daily getting
letters from people in CGibraltsr thenking us for these fire
extinguishers that we have provided in the public secior.
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-Certainly.

There vwes e commcnt from the Honoursbtle Lr kesteno as to
how much this wes going to cost the public, wWell, let we
assure I'r Restano thet this will Tte irec of cherre sc thet .
no money will be involved in this direction es Ter ss checking
the fire fighting equipment, re~hebilitating that eguipment
sand anything else that gfoes with it. The lcst two points

rede were vhy don't ne corpel thec people of Gibraltar by
encouraging, o0 thet they cién have fire fighting equipment.,

I think this is & useless exercise, You would be able to.
compel certein factories beceuse' they come under the

Factories Ordinance, but to compel certein 1nd1v1ouals,
certain households, this is totslly impossible and, in fact,
it is really to some extent rather irresponsitle, The last
item that Vr Loddo Lrought up wes, what type of eguipment
would be used. Certainlyy the type of equipment that wouid
be used would be similer to the present one that we are

using, whstever manufacturer mekes it, but it hes certainly ;
proved over the past two years io be the best type of equip-
ment in Gibraltar and we certeinly would carry on with this
specific type of equipment. Thank you, Sir.

HON P J ISOLA:

¥r Speaker, before the Minilster siis down could he possibly
4+ell us whether it is in fact the cese that in nngland advice
is being given now, the practice is to tell people when there
is a Tfire, to close the door, call the Fire Brigade and gei
out? .

HON DR R G VALARIKO:

Fr Speaker, fortunstely enough, I have never been lnvolved in
a fire in the United Kingdom. If Kr Isola hes had the unfor-
tunate experience of somebody, I am not going to sey planting
a bomb under his bed or whetever it is, I certainly do not-
know, but what I certainly know is that the quicker you cén
tackle the fire the better. The mein fires in CGibraltiar are
cooking fires snd this type of equipment that we sugges is
ideal for this particular type of occurrence.

HON KAJOR R J PELIZA:
Would the hlnister give way?
HON DR R G VALARINO:

HON'NAJOR R J PELIZA:

The point is, Nr Speaker, thet even on televis*on in Eng1ard
they tell you that if it is a cooker f*re you don't use the
extinguisher. You use & blanket. Doeésn't the Finister think
that he should give‘instructions to every family in Gibraltier i
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how to teckle & fire before he gives ther a2 fire extinguisher
end becorme Fire Eripades themselves?

ECK DE R G VLLARINO:

Sir, the cbjﬂct of using a blanket is because
X

the typ tinguisher is woter driven and water tends to
preduce & high incidence of Tire so therefore the easiest
wey would be to put & blanket over it.

HCH J

ECX DR R G VALARINO:

The type of dry powder extinguishers that we heve are the
best that we can use for sny burning o0il or burning fat or .
enything of that nature but I wes certeinly not aware thet -
¥ajor Pelizz was & cock in his spare time.

- ¥r Speaier then put the guesiion and on a vote being uaken
the following Honoursble ’embers voted in TFavour

The Hon A J Canepa :

The Hon ¥ XK FPeestherstone’

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan )
The Hon J B Perez s =
The Eon or R & Valerino

The Hon H J Zammitt

The Hon D Hull

The Hon R G Vallace

The following Honourable Members voted against:

The Hon J Bossano
The Hon P J Isola
The Eon & T Loddo
- The Hon Yajor R J Peliza
The Hon G T Restano
The Hon W T Scott

The following Ho nouresbie ¥embers were absent from the Chamber:

" The Hon I Abecasis -
The Hon Lago" *J D6171pian,
The Hon A J Haynes :
The Bill was rezd a second time.
HON DR R G ViLARINO:- =
Sir, I veg to give notice that the Committee Stend and Third

Reading of thiz Bill will be taken at & subsequent meeting
of the House. .
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THE PUPLIC FIIARGE (CONTROL ANT AUDIT) (ANENTYEXRT)
CRTILARCE, 1G8%. .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I have the honour to move thet a Bill for an Crdinance
to amend the Public Finance (Control and Audit) Ordinance,
1977 (No.9 of 1977) be read a Lirst time. :

¥r Spesker then put the guestion which wes resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill was reed 2 first time.

SECONRT READING,
FON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

8ir, I have the honour to move that the Bil; be now resd a
second time. Over the last twelve months, the Treasury, the
Principal Auvditor end the Law Offlceﬂs, have hed under consi-
deration a review of the mechinery of the Public Finence
(Control end Ludit) Ordinance, 1977. Such:reviews of

" machinery of ordinsnces ere a normal festure of aéministraticn,
. However gocd ay ordinance mey sppesr when it is first drefted

and presented to the House, inevitably, with the passage of
time -and experience, certein lscunae, eress of weskness snd
areas where improvement might be made, appesr. The proposed
amendment to the prlncipal ordinence. may be summarised es
follows: TFirst of sll there are a numver of minor drafting :
or clericel amendments which are set out in clauses 2, 3, 7,
9, 18 and 19 of the Bill Secondly, the provisions relsting
to the guarantees are reviewed to provide thet where the
Financial end Development Secretary gives' a guarantee under
Section 9 of the Ordinence, &z resolution of the House shsll
first be obtsined for thst purpose. This, Sir, is an .
important amendment because under the Ordinence as it now
stands, the Financial and Development Secretzry, in writing
under his own hand, can glve a guarsntee involving e
financial 1liability binding on the Government without first
informing or seeking the approvel of the House of Asserbly.
Now, to my mind, Sir, this procedure is not Tully in sccord
with the financlal proprieties of Parliamentzry procedures,
in other words, the Financizl Secretary cen commit the
CGovernment and the House to expenditure without secking
its approval. Under the new prov1s"onu, g guerentee may
be given in accordsnce with the written law gs ‘at present,
or a gusrantee may be given by the Financial end Developnent
Secretary pursuasnt to & resolution of the Eouse of issembly.
There is, however, special provision to eneble the Financial
and -Development Secretsry to give guarantees in respect of
Lbb7y of credit or extended credit agreements without prior.
resolution on the basis that the sgreement 2id guarantees
will subsequently be tabled in the House. This procedure,
however, may only be used for services for which provision:
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hes already been mecde in the estimates. In otkher words, if
there is provision in the estimetes for & project snd-it is
to be firnenced by supplier finsnce, the Finsnciel and
Teveleopment Secretary can give o pusrcntee for that supplier
finence supply but he must teble the terms of the gusrantee
2t the next mreeting of the House., Cleuse 8 revises the
previciore of the Crdinance covering the issue of Tevelopment
Vierrants of an eypenciture for development projects which are
urgently required ard csnnot be deferred without serious
detriment to the public interest. Under the existing Section
3C of the Oréirence, the totzl of the sums thet meay be autho-
rised in anticipztion of a grent of an approprizstion, may not
exceed £20,000 or the estimated total cost of the development
project of which the zdvence is mede, whichever is the lesser
amount. Under the new provisions, new projecis for which
zrounts in the estimetes already exist, the upper limit is
incresseé to £i00,000, or the actual total cost. For projects
for which pcney has eslready been voted a limit of £30,000 or
£10,000 of the estimated toial cost for the balance required
to comxplete zs shown in the estimstes, whichever is the
grezter, is provided. The provisions of the principal '
Crdinance relating to the Principal Auditor are also revised.
The Principal Avditor's primery functions esre leid down by
Section 70 of the Constitution. ¥We are advised that while
there is nothing legally wrong with conferring by Ordinance
additional functions, so long as these do not impinge on his =
constitutionel functions, the law officers consider thet

some provisions in the principal ordinance nmerely repeat

vhat is slready in the Constitution and in some cases are
inconsistent with them. TFurthermore, the law officers advise
thet 235 & netter of practice it is undesirable %o repest
constituticnal provisions because spart from being super-
fivous, this can lesd to misunderstanding. The opportunity
has been tzken to dezl with the metters in this Bill in
Cisuses 11 to 4i7. Certain other minor but substantive
zmendrents in the principal ordinance ere also made. The
Pilotege Fund is.zdded to the list of those funds to which
adverces ney be made without the need to recover such sedvance
vefore the close of the financial yesr. The limit.of
£300,000 on such zdvances is removed. Sinking Funds for loan
purposes are declered to De Specizl Funds. DBecause of the .
devolution of zccounting responsibilities to conitrolling
officers, the Accountent General's .Guiy to check payment 1s
restated s e duty to tszke "all reasonable steps" to do so.
These amendments ere to be found at Clauses 5, 6 and 10.

Yr Speaker, Sir, as I seid at the outset it is very much an
eéministration Bill and I hope one which willl improve the
firancizl contrcl both of this House, the Government and the
Trezsury over the expenditure of funds. Sir, I commend the-
Bill to the House. :

¥r Speaker then invited discussion cn the genersl principles
and mwerits of the BPill. There being no response ¥r Speaker
then put the question which was resolved in the affirmative
end the Bill wzs read & second time, -

t‘-{-‘]o

HOR FINANCIAL AR DEVELOFPLII'T SECFETARY:

Sir, I beg to rivée notice thet the Committee Stage end Third
Reading of the Pill be itaken at s subsequent meeting of ithe
House, :

THE SUPPLENERTARY AIPROPRIATION (1981/82)(K0.3) ORDILANCE, 1981,

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPLENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Eill for an Ordinsnce
to epproprisie further sums of money to the service of the
X?ar ending with the 3ist dsy of l'arch, 1982, be read a first
time.

¥r Speaker then put the question vhich was resolved in the
affirmative and the BRill wes read a first time. .

HOW FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I have the honour to move thst the Pill be now reed a

. Second Time. The RBill seeks to appropriste in eccordance
. vwith Section 65(3) of the Cornstitution, a Turther sum of

£256,211 out of the Consolidsted Fund. The purpose for

which this sum 1s required sre set out in Part I of the
Schedule to the Bill end detailed in the Consolidated Fund
Schedule of Supplementary Estimetes Ro.3 of 1981/82, which

I tabled st the commencement of this meeting, The Bill also '
seeks to appropriste, in eccordaence with Section 27 of the
Public Finence (Control snd Audit) Ordinence, the sum of
£193,821 from the Improvement snd Development Fund. The
purposes for which this smount is required are set out in
Part II of the Schedule to the Bill and are detailed in the
Improvement snd Development Fund Schedule of Supplementary
Estimstes No.3 of 1981/82 which I tabled &t the commencexment
of this meeting. Sir, I would érsw the attention of the
House to two points only in the expenditure items. First
£190,000 of the funds required out of the Consolidated Fund
are to meet the cost of importing 20,000 tons of water from
the United Kingdom. Secondly, £128,621 of the total emount
sought under the Improvement and Development Fund is required
for work at the Airport Terminal, £43,73L4 is g revote of
money which was not’ spent in 1980/81 and £84,887 has been
brought forward from 1982/83 becsuse work at the Airport
Terminel is proceeding faster than projected. 8ir, I weuld
like to give notice at this stage of the Bill of the .
Government's intention to move sn amendment et Commiitee
Stage to increase the provisions required from the Improvement
and Development Tund by £60,000. - This will be under Head.i06,
Poteble Water. Service. These funds are required to extend
the reclamstion adjacent to Xo.5 Jetty to site a new
désalination plant. Mr Speaker, Sir I commend the Bill to
the House. ) . ’
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cer then invited déiscussions on the geﬁeral principles
ts of the Zill, There being no response Mr Speeker
_h? questic§ vhich was resolved in the affirmetive

1 w&s reaé-a seconé time,

ECN FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNENT SECRETARY:

Szr,.I'beg to give notice at the Committee Stage ana Third
Reading of the Bill be taken at a later stege in the seeting,
This wes agreed to. '

COMNITTEE STAGE

HCT ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

8ir, I have ihe honour to move that this House should resolve
itsel? into-Commitiee to consider the following Bills clause
by clause: The Ecuse of Asserbly (Eligibility of Public '
CfTicers) Bill, 1981; the Revised Zdition of the Laws Bill
1987 ; the Public Health (4mendment)(Io.l) Bill, 1981 eng
the Supplementary ippropriastion (1981/82)(No.3) Bill, 1981.

THE “OUSE OF ASSENELY (ELIGIBILITY OF PUBLIC OF?ICE?S) BILL 1981

Clzuses 1 _to 6 were sgreed to &nd stood part of the Biil.

irst Schedule was agreed to and stood part of the Bil

L

HGY P J ISOLA:

I beg to move thet Clause 1 B of the Second Schedule, be amended

by the addition of a new sub-paragraph as follows: *{XXVI)
Unguelified, Quelified or Graduate Teacher (other then Head
Teacher or Deputy Head Teacher)'. -

YR SPEAKER:

Do ¥embers wish the amendment to be circulated or .are they -
. clear on the matter? .

.

3

i0N CHEIEZF NINISTER: ] :

1)

Ko, we know whet it is.
BON P J ISOLA:

¥r Speaker, at the Seccond Reading of this Bill we had a

lzngthy debate, as we did on my own Private Xembers® Bill |

on eligibility, and the argument has eventuslly boiled down .
. to whether the Government are for or against the teachers.

I thinx that since the Second Reading, I don't know whether
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the Teachers hrave hend tolks with the Government or not but

it is oquite ¢letr rnow, whutever doubts there msy have teen

2t previous meetings when we have argueé gbout this point,
there is no doubt now that the Gibrelier Teschers® Aussocle-
tlon considers thet to leave them out ‘1s en ect of discri-
mination of the Covernment sgsinst them. Thst is, I suppose,
the only new element in the srgument thet ve now heve the
officiel union representing the teachers seying thst this is
sn act of éiscriminetion becsuse-the Government will not allow
a teacher to stund and then be a2llowed to resign efter elected
elthough they are sllowing a2 whole lot of other people to do

"s80. Y¥r Speecker, I am not going to repest &£ll the arguments

as to why teachers should be inciuded in the Sccond Schedule.
I think they must be very clear now in the minds of everybody.
Basically, the principle is that the tescher is & velusble
merber of our community; is a highly quealified person and we
should not deprive the people of Gibraltar of the opportunity
of having teachers represented in this House. The record of

.teachers in this House has been very food, or ex-teachers, if

I mey put it thet wsy, end in 1981 it is unfeir and unjust on
the psrt of the Govermnment to expect & tescher to heave to
resign his job and tske the risk of standing and not to give
him the facility which it is now prepared in principle to

. give to & whole lot of other people of being able fo stend

for election znd then if he is elected-he resigns, - No one

is suggesting that he stsys in. The Government has voted
consistently against this reasoning and they have not given
good or souné reasons, it has been & purely party political
matter, The Government is determined as & party policy to !
prevent teachers from being eble to stand for election. That
is what has come out from the srguments we have heé from time
to time in this House on this issue. They Just will not :
listen to reason on this, they have decided; "It is not =
good thing to have teschers stending for election, this -
could be dangerous for us politically", 4And whet we are
saying is, CGibrazltar needs & good cross-section of the
people to be represenied in this House and teachers have an
importent contribution to make to the politicel life of
Gibraltar end we think it is basically wrong for Government
to expect them to meke sacrifices which they would probsbly
not meke themselves today 1f feced with them, 56 &5 to
prevent them from stending for election. ur Spesker, I
commend the amenfment to the iouse. .

¥r Speaker proposed the guestion in the terms of the
Honoureble P J Isola’s amendment, ’ :

HON CHIEF NINISTER:

My Speeker, I confirm that the Teachers' Association have

‘made representations on two matters. First of all, on their

right to De eligible Tfor election without resigning and then -
on the way on which we should re-~engage them. ¥e have seen
our way to meeting their reguest with regard to re-engagement



efter coing four or eirht yeers but we hzve not seen our way
to meet the voint of puttiing them on the Schedule as proposed
in +he ®il1l. The meiter is e political one, but not for the
vpurpese or the reasons stated by the Leader of the Opposition
" trat we want to keep zway veople. Ve might have, equelly,
teachers at the next election who woulé sspire to become
menters of the perty and cendicdotes. The princliple is a
politicel one but a ¢ifferent one. I have expleined it here
end I heve been explzining it many yeers, it is a traditional
ettituce of the ALCR thet they feel that this is not en erea
where there should be eny svecial reason vwhy they should be
allowed whilst being in employment to heve leeve of absence
to stznd for election. Any teacher worth his se&lt who wants
to fo into politics can well afford to resign end then the
cendéitions of re-instetement 1F not elected zre likely to be
very similer unless of course they have special posts, It is
& political objection, but not for the ressons mentioned, In
fact, we had objected long before my Honoursble collezgue here
weze a meanber of the AACR snd we have zlwesys meintalned a view
which I think hes zlready been explaineé far too many times to

teke time here now to éiscussing the meriis because it is one |

of those which trsditionally iwo sections of the community can
heve 2 different view for good reassons both of them but which
they Just don't metch. .

HOX ¥AJOR R J FPELIZA:

¥'r Spezker, I think the Government seems to have been in the
pest, enyway, becszuse we heven't heard any new argument

, basing its objections on the premise that a teacher,
:fh he cennot influence Government policy, he could

znce the chiléren in the class. Then the other argument
rzt we were very keen on teachers because we had a
varticular parson that was a candidate =nd we went him to
stend. If I may take the second ong Tirst, Nr Spesker, that
2s sbsolutely sbsurd. We have been fighting this batile long
befcre now anéd therefore this hes nothing to do with any
particular candidate. I thought in thel respect it wes
rather bad debating on the part of the Government to mentlon
nzmes, I think we ought to try and avoid becoming personal,

o

¥R SPEAKER: .
That wes znother meeting.
HON AJOR R J PELIZA:

Anyway, the other reazson, which is the most important one,

is that a2 teacher 1f he Goes ask for leave to stend for
election, then simply by Coing "that he is going to change .. |
his personslity and now, because he has done thet, he is
going to siart influencing people.- Surely, Xr Speaker, &
‘person who identifies himself publicly with a particuler
political party is therefore iz 2 much more diffiecult.

g L5.

imedistely icentified with a politicsl prrty and, therefore,
I'r 3peaker, he 1s foing to be very, very cereful precisely
not to do thsat. It is the other iype who does not identify
himself with & political party end mey be working for a
political pearty,clandestinely, vho can influcnce the class -

‘an¢ is much more likely to influence the clzsse. becsuse he

cennot be -identified with eny politicel perty. Every tescher,
if he is an educstionelist, has certoin idcologies ené in that
respect nothing is going to stop him influencing right through
whatever he may be tesching, whether it is mathematics, or
vhether it 1s geogrephy, or whether it is history, or whether
it is English, of his personality not reflecting his own
paerticuler idees, snd that is alwrost impossible to repress,

¥r Speaker. The only thing is thet the person who is iden-
tified with a political party becomes more conscious if we
accept that he is becoming a politician professionally and
when you sre professiopal in anytning I think then you go

by certsin conventions. The same happens to lewyers, ¥r

Spesker, 11 havpens to Soctors. Ve 8ll know that once you
gcquire a profession of & kiné you have a certein convention
within you, the wsy you hsve been brought up, professicnally
so thet you do know your lines of demsrcation beyond which you.
will not go. In ny view, lir Speeker, if thet is the only
reason the Government are doing it worse by stopping the
teachers from being able to stand for election. Wwhat is the
éifference of wvhat the Chief Ninis¢ter hes scid now and giving
them the right to sitend for election end then to re-engaege, !
none whatsoever. He has slmost given an underteking in this
BEouse, if one cen assume thai this is en underteking, ené I
suppose it is because he told the teachers themselves, he
told the Teachers Assoclation, that he could@ see no problem
in re-engagement. If I am wrong in what I am saying, perhaps
the Chief liinister should correct me.

HON CHIEF NINISTER:

There sre two points that I should make clear. ‘Vhet we have
un@ertgken formally is re-engagement on the terms on which
they have asked for, after serving. Vhat I have said is

that it Is not likely, heving regerd to the stete of the
profession and the time .that is required perticulerly if

the election is in the summer, it would herdly be difficult
for them to obtesin their job back. That is & different thing
to the undertaking that I have given accepiing their proposal
on re-engagement after service, they sre two different things.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

'T am a bit confused, I don't quite understand. ‘hAs I see 1t,

Ir Spesker, you have a teacher who stands for election. If
he is not elected,; obviously he resigns beceuse there is no
other way he can stand for election. Be resigns and if he
is not elected he will be re-engaged. That is what I under-
stood. . .
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30 CHIZF L'IRISTIR:

Te is likely to be re;engggeﬁJ
HOW EAJOR R J PELIZA: '

e is likely to be re-engaged.
EON CEIEF MINISTER:

The cther one is that if he is elected and does 2 term or
two andé then resigns, he will be accepted, provided there
is & vacancy, or course, at the stage at which they have
gsked for, they 'would be re-employed at Scale 1o .

HON LASOR R J PELIZA:

yell, I'r Spezker, I still don*t understand what is the great
difference between 2llowing this in sn obviously proper:

‘menner, as 1t should te, the same as all the other civil
servenis who will be elipible to stené for election will get
it and this perticular difference to this particuler set of
civil servents to vhich obviocusly there cennot be gny objec-
tion, abszolutely no rezl objection to their standing for
electicn to the extent the Chief Yinister has said we will
rﬁ—engage'them T it is possible. I cen't understand that.

- Coviously ¥r Spegker, it is no good carrying on beczuse I
coubt whether I anm making any impression et 21l on the
Government but I em glad to see that there is now, I think,
hope for those In the profession who if they really feel very
gtrongly Tor politics they need noi feel that everything will
Te lost for them and their family if they stand for election.
Ir thet respect, I welcome the change.

HOI J BOSS4NO:

¥r Speaker, I do not support the amendment beceuse I do not
support the Seconé Schedule, obviously, and in fact I am
stending up simply to put on record the position which is
well xnown to liembers of the House. I said, in fact, at an
eerlier stazge in the First Reading of the Bill that I would

be moving an smendment but I think I would only be tazking the

tize of the House up with something that the CGovernment has
made up its nind sgbout and there rezlly secems to0 be 'no point
in just - repesting arguments that have been already gone over
agein and again sné agsin, The position of my Party is that
we o not zccept thai people should be asked to resign even
efter eleciion; never mind being asked to resign in order to
stané and therefore whilst I teke fully the srgument that
there seems to be no satisfying explanetion -why the teacher
should . resign and somebody else shouldn't have to resign
_until afier he hes been elected, the argument of the GT!
thet they are being picked out for speciel treatment seems
10 me & valid argument, nevertheless what the GTA is asking
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for, &s a Union, docs not fgo fer enough for us. We, &5 8
party, believe thet the First Schedule should cover the
Gibrzltsr Government employees as well ss covering the
employees of the UF Depeartments and we believe that it is
not up to the House of Assembly, I am not seying the House
of Assembly. has ‘not got the power, I om seying thet poli-
ticelly, it is unzcccpistle to us thet we should be seying
vho can. stand end who csnnot stend in competition with us |
for this House of Assembly and where they can be employed:
ané vwhere they cannot be employed. As.fer @s the Govern-
ment as an employer is concerned, then it is up to the
Government to negotiste with ils different categories of
employees; like the NOD will do beceuse, in fact, the First
Schedule, theoretically, ellows enybody of any .level but 1t
is the employer who says to the employee: '"Look, as far &s
I-em concerned your politieal periicipstion is going to be
demaging to the reguirement thet I have that you éo & job

of viork for me for which I am paying you". Thet is a matter.
for the relztionship between the employer end the employee,
whereas vhenever we have discussed the situstion we have
been discussing it s politicisns sort of laying down the
rules for prospective politicians ené we think that, in
fact, the lew should allow everybody to stand, the law
should, if anything, contain protection for people. The

¥OD itself has mace clear since we dbrought in the first
smendment in 1976 allowing one category of public servants
to stand, the MOD has laid down that people will heve so
many days a year of specisl lesve to stiend House of Ascembly
meetings, if.they are in Opposition they can retain their !
job, if they are in Government they get unpsid lesve with
certain guesrantees. These are things which have been offgred,
in fsct, by the employer ito its employces and ve think thet
the model of the UK Departments should, in fect, be the sort
of protection that .anybody in any employment, whether in the
Government or in the private sector, should be entiiled to
have &s protection to enable him to exerclise.his civic and
politicel rights to the rule. We think that one of the
things thet the lew should be seeking to do 1s to protect
people against pressure of unfair dismissal or pressure from
employem because they exercise their political rights Jjust
like they are today protected Tor exercising thelixr trade
union rights. . - : .

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

If the Honoursble Kember will give way. I ¥now that he is
presching & poliey which is not accepisble in this case in
either side, I think, but would the Honcursble llember not
ggree that if you left it completely open it would lend
itself to a considéreble amount of indusirial action because
if in fact, say the Government, as an employer, would not De
Yound by law or rather the employee would not be bound by
law -but would be bound by regulstions issued by the Govern-—
ment as the MOD sre going to do and say that this body of

. people are not sble to stand for election because they deal
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with sensitive stuff or for whatever resson znd then you make
that rule, vwhich is not like & law which is ecithér changed -
here or rot chernged end thern there wss industrial sction
tecguse someboly wanted to stand up for election, well, it
wouldn't be industrisl action but we know that we cell indus-
triel action e lot of things which are not indusirisl in
c¢rder to bring rreccure on the employer, and they would sey:

"tlright, we go slow, we come late, whatever it is. Ve black.

this thing, we bleck the other,"” in order to bring pressure

to bear on the exployer in this case, for example, the Govern-
rent, because I'r X has not been allowed under the rules of

the employer to . stané for election.

HOK J BOSSANO:

¥r Spezker, 211 T cen say to the Chief Vinister is that he

¥nows very well that the Government hzs been discussing with

unions 1*r;uaﬁions on Government employees as regards their

- second employment and es regerds the right to have businesses.
.Cleerly, the Government there is applying the principle that

there can te a conflict of interest between what & Government
mployee does in the hours for which he is being psid and what

he éoes outside those heours, I am seying that if the conflict

is of thet nature, in beirg in the House and beihg employed
by Government, then that is the forum in which it should be
trested end whet I am saying is ithat the focus which has been
constantly used in looking at this problem is that we are
sayirg who is escceptsble in the House of Assembly whereas, in
fact, the srgument has been who is acceptable as an employee
given his other zctivities snd whether those sctivities are

- merbership of the House of Assembly or ounlng & business in
¥ain Street or having a pert-time Jjob, I think there is a
parsllel in the cr;teria and certainly I would say to the
Chief linister that if he is telking about industrial action
I can find very little argument why an industrisl worker

cennot.be employed in the Goverrnment, in industrial employmerit,

and sit on the Opposition.
HON CHIEP KINIST?R-

I er afrzid that I only ssked that by way of illustration but
I wasn't thinking of the industrisl people. These days every-
thin

g is cazlled indusitrial sction. I mean clerks, for example,
HON P J ISOLA:

¥r Speaker, this is & limited action. I 4o not think I shall
Eeal with the srguments of the Honourable lir Bossano because
he hzsn't got & hove in heaven of getting those principles
accepted. On this one finds a bit of inconsistency in the-
Governzent's argument that they tell the teachers: "Look here,
if you resign, you tzke the risk and you don't get elected,
well, we will view with sympathy your re-engagement., If you
resign and you get elected, then we are prepared to agree

Ls.

re-cnpagement sfter.a period of four yesrs or eight yesrs.”
Then vhet is stopping them from Just going that 1little bit
extra snd saying thet they do not have to resign. It must
be political prejudice of some kind, Kr Speaker,. it ceannot
be principle. Aflter everything thet has been said sbout
teachers in this Housée we now finé that the Government is
telling them; "I you resign we will re-engsge you, four

years or eight years, 4f you resign ‘end you get elected

we: re-engage you"

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

. I think you have got it wrong. Vhat we say is, if you resign

and you are away on a period or two periods of service, and

-you apply to be employed and you are employed,- your Scele 1

will be preserved. That'is what it meens. Thet is, the
status on which they are re-employed if there is a vacancy,
there is no question of gueranteeing them employment. I-
am sorry you got it wrong. ,

HON ‘P J ISOLA: _
The impression I got from what the Chief Kinister said was

" that they had agreed to re-engage them.

HON CdIEF LINISTER- .
We have agreed on ﬁhe terms they have asked for. o O
HON P J ISOLA:

Well, ¥r Speaker, then of course there is'nothing I have goit
to say. I don't agree with the arguxents of the Chief
Minister. I can't agree thst if the Government will re-
engage them if there is a vacancy or if they don't get
eélected they will tske them back, from there to aciually

-allowing them to stey in until elected is such a smell

dividing line that as I say, it is just politicel prejudice,
cussedness is the word which has been used. Hr Spesker, I
commend the amendment to ‘the House.

¥r Speaker then put the question ard on & vote being taken
the following Honoursble Nembers vpted in favour:- .

The Hon P J Isols

The Hon A T Loddo

The Hon Kajor R J Pelis
The Hon G T Restano
The Hon W T Scott

The. followzng honourable ¥embers voted against: Co

‘The Hon & J Canepa’
The Hon B X Featherstone
The Hon S8ir Joshua Hassan
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The Eocn J B Perez s
Tne Iion Dr P G Velarino

The Hon B J Zemmitt

The Hon D Hull

The Hon k J Wallace

The following Honoﬁrablc Yember sbtstained:
The Hon J Bossano

The following Honourable l'embers were ebsent from the Chamber.‘

The Hon I Abecasis
The Hon Uajov F J Dellipieni
The Hon A J Haynes

The amendment was accordingly defeated.

¥r SpeakXer then put the question in the terms of the Secon
Schedule znd on & vote being teken uhe ‘following Honourable
Yembers voted in favour:

The Hon A J Canepa
The Hon ¥ K Featherstone

- : The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
The Eon P J Isola -
The Hon &4 T Loddo
The Hon lajor R J Peliza
The Hon J B Perez .
The Hon G T Restano
The Hon W T Scott
The Hon Dr R G Vslarineo
The Hon H J Zammitt
Tne Hon D Hulli
The Hon R J Wallece

The following Honourable Merber voied egainst:
The Hon J Bossano-

The foliowing Honourable ¥enmbers were sbsent from the Chamber:’

The Hon I Abecasis
Trhe Hon Hajor F J Dellipiani
The Hon & J Haynes
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Second Schedule stood part of the Bi11

=
I

Third Schedule was egreed to and stood part of the Bill.-:

The Long Title wis sgreed to and stood pert of the Bill,

THE REVISED EDITION OF THE LAWS BITL, 1981

Clsuses 1 to 8 were agreed to and stood part cf the Bill.

5%.

¥r Chairman, I beg to move that the Schedule be ahended by

Clesuse 9.
HON ATTORKEY-GEIERAL:

Mr Cheirman, Honourable YVembers will remember thst 1t was
intizmeted at the Second Feeding stopre of this Pill that an
amendment would be proposed to this Cluuse The Cleuse
deels. with the formel coples of the laws which ere to be
kept, the boundé covies. The Clsuse as ¢rsfted provides for
four bound copies to be kept ancé I ber to move the following
smendments to this Clause. In Cleuse 9 (1) to omit the word
Mrour" and substitute the word "five" and in Clsuse 9 (2) to
insert after the words "Chlef Justice' the words “The Chief
Kinister". The effect of this will be to provide for five
bound copies, one of mhicn will be kept in the office of the
Chief Minister.

¥r Spesker put the questlon in the terms of the Honourable -
tne Attorney-General's emendment which was resolved in the

ffirmative and Clause 9, as amended was agreed to and stood
part of the Bill.,’

Clauses 10 to 15 were agreed to ané stood pert of the Biil.
Schedule

HON ATTORNWEY-GENERAL:

inserting opposite the word “Schedule" the expression
“3ection 5 (1) (g). ¥r Chairman, would you wieh me to read
at this stage the other amendmenta? “

MR SPEAKER:

" Yes, I think that since they are amendments to the Schedule

we should do the whole thing now,
BON ATTORNEY+GENERAL:

And further, to insert in their appropriate chronological
order the following items, and to renumber the items in the
Schedule sccordingly. '"Repatrietion and Rkesettlement -
Ordinance {Chapter 140)" . "Temporary end Emergency Laws
Continuation Ordinance ‘(Chapter 150)". lr Chairmén, speaking
to the first point, this 1s merely & convention we have in the
lews of idepntifying elongside the Schedule the sections to
which it gives effect, It ic purely a formsl amendment. The
more substantive amendment is to add to the Schedule two iaws
£ Gibrelter. MNembers will recell that the Schedule specifies
DaTtiCUlaP Ordinances which becsuse of their limited dursiion
or temporary nature, even though they are still legelly in
force, the Commissioner will be given power to omit from the
reprint itself, It continues to, be the law of Gibraltar, of

.
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course, bui he woutld not be obtligeé to.include them in the
rezrint itself beesuse of the infreguency with which they
refer to end the entiguity, if you like, or the limited
nature of ‘their ecffect. It 1s proposed to add two items
to this, tke itwo I have mentioned, because they are both
statutes which even though they are still in force, they
ere relcted to the situztion thet prevailed et the time of
thé evecuation and subsequent repatriation of people to
Gibreltzr. Sir, I move accordingly.

¥r Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Honourable =

the Attorney-Genersl's amenément.
HCOX P J ISCLA:

¥r Chairmen, I would 1liXe to esk whether the Government
should not consider asking the Cormmissioner, although the
lew will not provide for this, but generally to have-a look
anc to teke note of eny lews thst require zmendment, apart
rem his Job of revisien. This is going to cost about
~90 000, the revision of the laws and the publiceztion, snd
there s“E in our law, I won’t go to any particular one, but
certzinly the lNerchant Shipping Acts are in e cheotic
cndition as far es the CGibreltar situation_is, end I would
have: tbought it would be useful to ssk the Commissioner if
he is c;0*1’2 through 2ll1 our laws, ito have a look at, say,
cbvicus lews that obviously require smendment. It can come
to the House as a-separate B111 before the printing but
otherwise we are going to get & situaticn vhere we are going .
to get the lews revised, a new edition issued with a lot of
laws already out of date snd, therefore, I would ask although
it is not provided for in tne Ordinance, that authority
should be given to the Commissioner to tzke a2 look at this,

HON ATTORNEY-CGENERAL:

i'r Chairmen, the Fonoursble and Learned Leader of the
Oppo,_uior ray recall, I think, that at the Second Reading
stzge the point was made thst 1t was contended that the
Corrmissioner should undertake a revision in the broader

sense of the word andé ressons were given then why it was

not considered precticadle to do so. The Commissioner will
in fact be prepazring snd will Ye putting to the Government
znd the Government mey therefore be introducing into the
House a Law Revision Bill or Bills, but I would liike to make
it clear thet this 1s not in &ny sense an extensive law
revision, but certzinly as he prepares the reprint if he sees
- matters which he feels shoulé be cealt with end which involve
scbstantive chenges of law, then within reason he will be
prepering & bill or I think, possibly, more than one bill and
putiting it to the House. It is hoped thaei the new format of
having a2 loose leaf system will elso facilltate the process,
after the reprint comes into force of replacing obsolete laws,
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that 1s something thet rcmains to te attcnded to but thet
is possible. we will not quite be in the some situstion
es 1f we were doling & bound reprint vhere you are stuck
with the reprint or even, incdeed, # bound reprint to the

"extent of being stapled, so 1t should be easier to update

lews in- that way. I do heve to refcr to one other retter,

‘I think the Honoureble snd Teerned Chief Yinister did rcfer

to 1t ir the Second Reeding debeste and I am not sure vhether
I heard the Honourable and Learned Leader of the Opposition
correctly, but the estimeted cost of the reprint would be -
rather more than the amount which was mentioned.

' HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I would Jjust like to say thet I fully support the view of
the Leader of the Opposition about the revision. There are
two clesses, I think, which I am sure the Commissioner
should look at. One are those which are not likely to be.
controversial but which esre outdateé beceuse they heve not
been revised, such as the lerchant Shipping Ordinence which
may have some, but in some sections the lerchent Shipping
Act applies by reference, There are others which, of course,
would require considerable smount of discussion before we

.know what we want. Tor example, the Lenéd legislation is a

very complicated one,  but as Ordinences which are based on
old Acts of Parliament and the changes that have taken place
in England and Gibreltar ere more or less the same, should
be revised. I entirely agree with the Honourable the Leader
of the Opposition and I think to the extent thet it is '
possible this will be done.

Mr Spesker then put the gquestion which was resolved in the
affirmetive and the Schedule, as amended, wss agreed to end

© stood part of ‘the Bill.

The Long Title wes agreed to and stood part of the Bill."

THE PUBLIC HEALTH (AMENDMENT) (NO.Lt) BILL, 1981

Clsuse 1 and 2 were sgreed to and stood part of the Bill,

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

THE SUPPLENENTARY APPROPRIATION (1981-82) (NO.3) BILL, 1984

Clsuse_1 was agreéd to and stood part of the Bill.

Schedule

Consolidated Fund. Schedule of Supplementary -Bstimates No.3 _'
of 1981/82. . .

Item 1, Hesd 2 = Cﬁstoms wés Agreed to.
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Iter 2 Hesd 5 - Fire Service. N

HCN G T RESTANO:

¥r Cheirmen, can we heve on explenation for the regular over-
time for Fire Control Operators, the unscheduled overtime for
those two items? . ’

HON DR R G VALARINO:

(i) which is the regulsr overtime for the Fire Control
Operstors which is £12,100, wzs as a result of oversight
znd in fact no provision was included in the estimates for
the overtime of Control Room Operators. Arrangements have
been made to avoid &z recurrence in the future. . (ii) which
is unzchecduled overtime required for operationsl reasons,
covers three subjects. The first one wes that during the
year severeal unexpecied nmajor brezkdovns occurred in the
Tire Tighting eppliences &s & result of which it was
necessary for the KT staeff to work overtime. Although’
orovision for zcting éppoiniments wzs made in the estimates
an officer who had previously been rejected for a course
wes lzter accepted end the consequent 43 weeks' acting
appointnent by another officer was not covered and thirdly
as 2 result of the retirement of two officers, a recrult
course which entziled four men had to be held to ensure
that normal duties were not covered by on-cell or overtime.
4s the House is awareg, the minimal operstional level of the

duty watch is 30 men.
HON G T RESTANO:

212,400, ¥r Chairmsn, seems to be rather a large oversight.
How dié such 2 large oversight occur? :

HON DR R G VALARINO:

With due respect, ¥r Restano, the only oversight is (i) .
£12,100. . :

HON G T RESTANO:
That is precisely what T have seid,
HCN DR R G VALARINO:

As I hzve szid before, asrrangements have been made to avoid
g recurrence in the fulure.

- BEOR ¢ T RESTANO:

Was this oversight on account of the accounting system which
wasn't working properly, how did this come about? .

HON DR'R G VALARINO:

¥r Chairman, unfortunstely, it wes missed vhen the estimetes-
were prepared.

tenm 2, Hesd 5 - Fire Service WaE zgreecd to.

Ttem 3, Head 7 ~ House of Assembly wes sgreed to,

Ttem L, Eead 10 - Judieizl (3) lisristretes snd Coroner's
Courts wes agreed 1o.

Item 5, Head 13 - Law Officers wes agreeé to.

Item 6, Head L - ¥edicsl end Public Health wes agreed $0.

Ttem 7. Bead 17 Post Office Sevings Benk and Philatelic
Bureau (1) Post OfTice and Savings Benk was agreed to. .

Item 8. Head 19 - Public Yorks
HON W T SCOTT:

¥r Cheirmen, I have alweys been under the Ilmpression thet a-
new project in a Development Aid Progremme or in the
Improvement and Development Fund, particulerly if the help

of consultants is solicited, normally comes under the
Improvement and Development Fund. An exemple is the Girl's |
Comprehensive School where the consultancy fees. there by !
the architects, the quantity surveyors and engineers:come
under the Improvement sind Development Furnd. “Csn I in the
first instence ask why this consultancy fee of £15,000

appears 'in the Consolidated Fund and not in the Inprovement
and Development Fund? '

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOFMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, the reesson is that this is work which should have been
done by departmental structural engineers if we had sufficient,
but we heven't, and therefore.it is a right cherge to go.on
the recurrent budget rather than-on the Improvement and.
Develooment Fund. If it were a project like the .school which
was going out and we were bringing in consultents from the
very beginning on the sctual design etc., it would become
part of the project and go in, it is a slightly technical
point. But these are in lieu of staff that should be -
employed by PWD. You wouldn't expect to employ in PWD an
expert in school architecture or building of schoois.

HON W T SCOTT: - N
Is there any indicatlon, Nr Spesker, that the Public Works
Departrent will continue to find itzelf becausc .of the work-
load tiiat might be expected from it in structural engineering
in the future, that this is likely to occur agein® = )
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ECH ¥ ¥ FZATEERSTONE: R
Part of tke rezscn why thiz one ‘hus occurreé is that we want
. to ret zxpineer Iouse Drogcct off the ground ss cuickly as
possible. If we could set it beck six months then, perheps,
our own structurzl enginecer could heve done it. In the shori
‘ter? scretires. it is necessary, under normel circumstences it
isn't.

BCIt W T 3COTT

Ur Creircan, I was really looking to & situation where if
this should continue, whether perhaps another siructural
engineer should not have teen employed by the PWD.

HON ¥ X FEATEERSTONE: '

If it were to continue then I'would possibly be coming to
Governwent for another rember of the steff.

Ttem 8, Tezé 19 -~ Public Vorks was asgreed to.

Item 9, Eead 20 - Public Works Annuslly Recurrent.

EON P J ISOLA:

Ve have voted £500,000 this year and we are now being asked
for another £190,000., 4m I right in assuming that the ‘total
cost of imported water is now likely to be £690,000, iz that
the position?

HOX CHIZF KINISTER:

Cverall, yes.

EC P J ISOLA:

Cverzll it Is expected to be that?

HON CHIEF YINISTER:

That is right.

Item 9, Heaé 20 ~ Public Works fLnnuelly Recurreni was agreed

Iten 10, ¥ead 22 ~ Secretazriat.

LON P J ISOLa:

Could I.just ask what is controlled.overtime?
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HON CHIEF I'IIISTER:

8ir, I think'I cun sey something sbout this. The point is .
that there is little overtire except for one or two sections
which reguire work continuously. There is & ben virtually

on ell overtime but the recent rc-orgenisctiion of the vwhole

structure haes shown thet there has been considereble beck-
log of work ané¢ the re-~zrrsngement of the stsff sre such
that they will be eble to produce work but the erreesrs of
work ere not going to catch up unless overtime is worked.
It is controlled in the sense that it is to do specific
work over & very limited period.

Item 10, Head 22 - Secretsrlist was apreed to.

Ttem 11, Heed 26 - Treassury.was agreed to.

Schedule of Sunnlementary'ﬁstimates Consolidated Fund (No.3

of 1981/82) was agréed to.

Improvement snd Development Fund. Schedule of Supplementar
Estimates No.3 of 1951752. ' ' :

Item 1, Eead 101 - Hbusing was agreed to0.

Item -2, Fesd 103 - Tourist Develooment.

HON W T SCOTT:

¥r Chairmen, the remarks set against the Airport extension.
That presumebly meens that we csn expect a complétion earlier
than that originally envisaged and if so, can we haVP the -~
new target date, please?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

Well, Sir, we had hoped that we would be finished by some
time in June next year. I.am not sure whether they will
improve too greatly on that. The thing.is that some of the
work ean go faster, the steel work etc., the finalising may
tske longer. I would hope, perhaps, we would come forward
by one or two months.

Item 2, Head 103 ~ Tourist Development was. agreed $o.

Item. 3, Head 105 - General Services.

EON W T SCOTT:

. ¥r Chairmen, is this salt water punp in Gibraltar? Is the

pump here? ) %
HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

It is due to arrive in January.
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ECE W T SCOTT:

The second sentence in the remerks colurn seys: "The pump
will accelerzte the watering of the grounds and allow grezster
use of the Steéium™. Presumedbly there I understand that if,
for exexple, in the weekend st hockey where I think &t the

mement it is orly three #llocstions that sre given per day,
ere we to assume thet these will be increased?

EOK B J ZANLITT:

Sir, the rezson is not just for weekends., It is that the

sg¢t water pressure at the Stadium is very low especially
uring weekiays at particular periods and it takes too long

. uo weter &1l the zrea of the nortex and therefore the school-

chiléren in particular suffer the consequences of not being

zble to use the grounds. It is hoped that with the booster

pump which we hope to instal, the time fsctor of watering

the Steadium will be reduced grestly and therefore allow more

playing facllity to education primarily but, of course, it

will obviously alleviate the alléocations at weekends and the

like., -

HCX P J ISOLA:

B this enything to do with the smell there is around that
: in in ihat périiculsr pert of the Stadium. It aliways
1ls down there,

HCN B J ZAYWITT:

Ko, there is a main sewer pump in that erea.

HCN P J ISOLA:

well, every Saturdey I walk past and nine Satu“daya out of
ten there is an awful smell in thst area.

HON E J ZAMEITT:

e will try and erﬁourage the honourable Xember to run round
the Stedium, p*obabl“ if he runs he won't smell it so much,

tem 3. .¥ead 105 -~ General Serv1ces was agreed to.’

HCW X X FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, I beg.to rove thet a new item be added as follow3' "Head
106 - Potzdble VWater £60,000", This is for redlemstion works
rand diversion of eyistwna pipework for “the new distiller. -
The besic idez of this, Sir, is thet we intend to put a new
distiller a2t thé Viaduct arese but to 'do’ this we have to
‘reclaim a certsin amount of land end at the same time the
pipework for the VIR distiller which at the moment discharges
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into where thic loné is going to be reclaimeé, will heve to
te moved zcress the ectusl rosd gndé discherpged on the other
side of  the road. The pipevork will not be futile becsuse
it will elso be svelleble for the new distiller when ii is
actually erected so we kill two birds with one stone, Sir.-

HON J BOSSANO:

VWesn't there a Government plsn to meke use of waste hedt from
the new generating station for this desalination?. Is this
part of it? Is this in fasct connected with the use of waste
heat from the new genersting stetion which the Gdvernment,

I think, indicated at one stage.would form part of their
plans for a new distiller?

HON ¥ X PEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir, the waste heat from the generating station will be
used in this new distiller. -

Mr Speaker then put the question in the terms of the Honoursble
¥ K Feestherstone's amendment which was resoived in the affirma-

. tive snd the new item was accordingly sgreed to.

HON FIPANCIAL AND DEVELOPKENT SECRETARY:

¥r Chairman, Sir, I beg to.move that the following item be
inserted in Part II of the Schedule: "Head 106 Poteble Weter -
£60,000," that the sum total be amended from £193,821 to i
~253 821 '

¥r opeaker DU t the question in tne ter S of the honouranle
Financial and Development Secretary‘’s amendment which wss
resolved in the sffirmative and the Sche dule, as amenaed
‘was agreed to snd stood part of the Bill.

Clause 2 was agreed to and stood part of the Biil.

Clause 3. :
HON FIﬁANCIAL AND DEVELOPKENT SECRETARY:

Sip, I beg to move en amerdment in the penultimete and last
Iine 1n Clsuse 3, that the words "one hundred snd ninety-three
thousand eight hulidred end twenty-one pounds" be deleted ang
that the. words “two hundred and fifty~three thousand eight
hundred snd owenty~one puﬁds" be substituted. : :

Hp Speaker put the questlon in the terms of the honouréble
Fifenciel and Development Secretary’s amendment which was N

resolved in the affirmative and Clsuse 3, as amended was v
agreed to and stood part of the Bill. o

Clause L.
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L3.CTAL AXT DEVELCOPITNT S ECRETARY:

¥r Chaircen, Sir, I ber tc move thet in Cleuse L(2) in the
segcoxé and thiré line thereof, the worés "one hundred and
nirety three thousané eight hundred and twenty one pounds™

. te celeted encé the wordés “two hunéred ené fifty three
thouserd eight hunéred and twenty one pounds" be substituted
there¢or.

¥r Sneaner then put the question in the terms of- the Honourable

the rinancizl ané Development Secretery's amendment which was
resolved in the effirmztive and Clzuse u, as amended, was
agreed to and stcod pari of the Bill, :

The Tong Title was egreed to end stood part of the Bill.

THIPD REATIRG
ECN ATTORNEY GENERAL:

3ir, I have the honour to report thet the House of Assembly
(3115*b*1i*" of Publiec Cfficers) Bill, 1981; the Revised

tion cf the Laws Bill, 1981; the Public Heelth (4imendment)
L) Ril1l, 4981, and the Supplementary Appropriation

981 /82) (Lo.;) TJil'l, 1981, have been conszidered in Committee
ggreeé to, in the cease ofv the Tevised Edition of the Laws
, 1384, ena the Supplementzry Appropriation (1981/82) .

3) Bill 1981, with =smendéments, and in the other cases

hout a:encren»u, ené I now move that they be read & third

e znd pessed. : . :

0
v

ok :1 r\\'U \

Mr - Spesker put t}= QLeetlon and "on & vote being teken on the
House of . Assembly (FEligitility of Public Officers) Bill, 1981;
tna Fevised Edition of the Laws Eill, 1981, and the Supple—
ntary Appropriztion (4981/82) (Fo. ﬁ) Bill, 1981, ‘the
question wes resolved in the affirmative. N
On a vote being teken on the Public Eeslth (Amendment) (No.u)
Bill, 1981, the following Honourable lembers voted in favour:

The Hon A J Canepa :
The Hon 3} X Featherstone
. The Fon Sir Joshua hassan
" The ¥Hon J B Perez
The Hon Dr R G Valarino
The EFon E J Zemmitt
The Hon T Hull
The Hon R G Wallace

The following Honourable YLembers voted sgainst:

The Hon J Bossano

The Eon P J Isola

The Hon A T Loddo .

The Boa Uz2jor R J Peliza

The Hon ¢ T Restano :
‘. The Hon W T Scott

6.
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The following Honoursble Nenters were ebsent from the Cherber:

The Hon I Abecesis
The Ilon kajor F J Dellipiani
The Hon A J Hsynes

The Bills were reéd a third time endé paséed.

' The House recessed 8t 9.05 p.m.

- FRIDAY THE 18TH DECELEER, 1981

The House resumed at 10.40 a.m.

PRIVATE VEVBERS' 1:0TIONS
HON J BOSSANO:

¥r Speaker, I beg to move that: "This House condemns ihe
proposed closure of Her Vajesty's Meval Dockyard in 19€3

ené fully endorses the decision by Dockyerd employees end

the Trade Union movement to fight the closure", I'r Spesker,
the motion that I bring to the House hes got 2 clesr end
specific purpose. It does not seek to enalyse the conse-
quences of the decision teken by the British Governrment or
the motives behind that decision, slthough I shall be making
slight reference to that in the context of asking for the
support of the House, beceuse I think, thst thet is the sort
of phresiology that the situetion recuires. It concdemns the
closure beceuse that is the reaction of the people of
Gibraltar to the news snd thet is the reaction of the people
who are under threat of loss of jobs, having served feith-
fully the Ministry of Defence in Gibreltar vhenever they
have been called upon to do so. I don't think thet Gibreltar
cen gain anything eny more by attempting to water down the -
strength of feeling that 1t has on this issue as it hss done
on other occasions, with the Foreign Affairs Committee Report,
end other motions that I have brought to this House vhere I
have been told that although everybody egreed with the senti-
ments I was expressing it should be reflected in motions
which in my humble estimetion at the end of the dey, except
for the first two words in the -motion, heve borne no recem-
blance to what I was moving initielly. Therefore, I would

. cell on the House to join me in passing the motion ss it

staends and in endorsing the position of Trade Union merbers
inside the Dockyerd, outside the Dockyard and in the United
Kingdom, to fight the closure, that is, to get the decision )
to close reversed. I am not esking et this gtege, &nywey, ’
liembers of the House to come out on strike in soliderity with

the workers outside.” That may have to come &t .2 later 'stage °

in this saga, Nr Spesgker. At this stage, &1l I anm asxlng

them to do 1s to identify themselves with the feeling of the
people of Gibraltar that they represent, that I represent,

that we all represent. I think we are ﬁriviledged in being
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Vezters of the Housc of Asgerdly, not beceuse we have a status
or ¢ socicl stendinr thet puts us stove the rest, bdt because
we neve o recponcibility to reflect the éemends of the people
ol Gibrzltier in the terms that those demends are felt by the
pecple themselves., The Gibrelter Tredes Council has got

seven sné e halfl thousend merbers in its urnions and thet is

virtuslly every household in Gibrzlter. The Gibraltar Tredes .
Council Goes not speek on political issues but it is speaking
or an incdustrial issue which goes to the very root of
CGibrsliar®s survivzl ené we in the House of Asserbly cannot
on one side and feil to identify ourselves with that
£le. The Dockysrd employees themselves, 2né it is a

r that I wish to meke cleer, the Dockyard employees

[

lves are in 2 situation of dispute with their own
ey, the szme as any other group of emplcyees would
that sort of situation under the threat of redundancy
they are entitled in that sort of situation to use the
at their disposal 2s trede unionists, the freedom thai
eve unier the Constitution of Gibraltar, to protect
their rights zs werkers but, of course, the reason why this
perticular struggle Res got the support of the whole Trade-
Urnion rmovement of Gibrzltar ané the support of the Trsde
Union movecent of the United Kingom is becesuse everybody
apprecietes thet the numbers of pecple involved, the numbers
of people 2t risk, the importance of the Naval Dockyard
in the economy of Gibralter, which stems from the fact theat
. 4t is a defence economy, meens that the people at risk are
just those directly under threat of unemployment, that
epercussions of the loss of their purchasing power in
economy of Gibraltar is such that there is. no single
ehold, no single person that.cen honestly say thet he
10t be a2ffected by this issue. The Unions have made
r, when the arnouncement wes mede, that es far as they
concerned when one talks about a visble alternative,in
¢ Union Terms, the only alternstive that is viasble is
T
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hat protects the stenderd of living of the people at

nt employed in the Naval Dockyard. One needs to make
e cistinction there because vhen one is talking sbout
ility in the context of the proposition that the Naval

rerd should be repleced by & commerciasl Dockyerd, one
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pe¥e a profit for the operaztor, but at the expense of
cp in' the. standsrd of living of the pecple who are

yed in the Dockyard tocday zand in the rest of the publiec
r and that is viable from the point of view of the :
r tut it is not viable from the point of view of the
clzass of Gibrzltar end from the point of view of the
econony of Gibreltar. The reality, Kr Speaker, is thet we
heve got 2 Defence economy, not beceuse we have chosen to
hzve g Defence economy in Cibraltar but because 1t has
suited successive British Governments because it hes been

in the interest of Britain and it hes been in ithe interest
of Vestern Burcpe and what we cannot have is the security
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ar.é the stendard of living of our people, & stenéord of

diving thet was achicved wfter s four-ycsr sirurgle by the

Trade Union moverent in Gibr:ltur, teken swey from us &t &
giroke of a pen by s policy decision of & Government which

* we hsve not elected. Gibroltar is & British Colony snd we

sre sulfering the conseguénces of the pelicies of the Conser-
vative Covernrent in the United Iingdor Ttut we had no psrt

in putting thest Government into power &nd thet is zn igportaznt
distinction because if people in Glbrelter finé that the )
policies of the . existing Government ere ur:acceptetle, st eny
point in time, they have the opportunity when the time cones
to show their. discontent Ly replscing the Goverzdment., The’
British Government has got & responsibility for Gibrslier as

a Colony and they cennot shirk thst responsibility ené retsin
in Gibrsltar the overruling power of & coloniel edministration
which they still have. They cannot state, as the Deputy
Governor ssid in the speech to the epprentices, that ncbody
owes .Gibreltsr a living sny more than Kores, Yeltes or
Singepore when Korea, I'zlta end Singspore are independent
nztions who are frce to Go whzt they lile. The responsibility,

.to my miné, lies feirly end sguerly with the Pritish Govern-

ment and it must be made clear to the Eritish Government that
even if the Gibraltar Government is constreined by the fact
that it is in Government in what it cen do or cannot do, the
Trade Union movement is not suffering from the same constraint
znd the Trade Union movement will not co-operete in something
that does not produce or continue to produce what we hesve
obtained up till now., I'r Specker, I have po doubt in my ovn
mind thct the wey the metter hss been presented to.the people
of Gibraltar since the Vhite Peper wes publishecd, was en
attempt to slip the decision through to introduce the closure
of the Pockyard with as little come-bsck as possible, and °
that therefore.it has been parephrased, it hes been conditioned,
it hes been explsined swey, we have been told thet this is a
great challenge, that this is a-grest opportunity, that this
can open new.vistes an@ mew panoremas. Yes, they can, they
‘can open vistas for us of messive unemployment which we have
never hed in Gibraltar. They can open vistas for us of a
drop in the standard of living like we have never had before.
It is not good enough for the British Government to 1ell us

in Gibraltar that they heve got seriocus economic problems in
the United Kinpdom end that consegquently we must accept a
érop in our standsrd of living and we must accept the
imposition of ‘cuts in Gibreltor.  First of ell, 2s fer es I
em concerned, Lr Speaker, the problems that are being suifered
by the British economy and by working people in .the United
Kingdom are of the making of the present Government. They are
not accidents, Secondly, I'r:Spesker, having achieved parity
with the United Kingdom, heving pleced the people of Gibraltar
on & par with the United Kingdom, we ere now in a situestion
of tasking the good and the bad, we &re now in a situstion of '
in fact having cuts in our stendards of living as :a natural
consequence of parity. Vhen the pay review gave people an 18%
increase, with a 12% inflation rate, their standsrd of living
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" end yhen the pey review geve them 797 with &

an by &9
27 irfleticrn thcir sterdepdé of living went down by 5%. There
s no wiy th:t the 2ritizh Government cen tell us .that we sre
ot & i

ng the same level of nrog“ess in our standsrd of
reductior in our stsndsrd of living. as they are
in the United Kingéom becsuse thet is a nzturel
nee of the parity crrengerment. Dut if Gibrelter is
ed
a
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eirng csk tc stend on its feet then there is no reason vhy
e should accept the limitztions on the standard of living
roosed 1in the United Eingdom by the United Kingdom Govern-'
ernt but nor cen we be expected to try and make Gibraltar
elf-sufficicnt on the bits and vieces of the land of
itrzltar thet the 10D et any perticular time in its wisdom
ecides it no lonrer regquires. The Trade Union fight is a

cleercut Tight, it is 2 fight for jobs, it is a fight in
édefence of the stzndard of living. I a&m talking in this
Ecuse as a politician end spelling out what I consider to

te the mzgnitude and the depth of the political alterndtives.
Y éo not eccept thHat it is a gquestion of either a commercieal
Dockyzrd or a defence Dockyerd, whether we zre talking zbout
a defence econony or another type of economy, and if we are
zlkving oat that alterztion in the way we do things in
ibrc*ber thzt 1s not something that can be done overnight

rd it cenrnot be éone by somebody declding in the VNinistry
Tefence: "uell, I have got to produce & cut of so many
rillion pounds, I will meke 2 million out of closing the
CGibrzitar Airport end I will make £100,000 out of closing

the Chart Depot, znd so on". "It cannot be done like thet.
The Trade Union movement is absolutely clear in vhest it hes
to €o, and it will éc it. The Gibrelter House of Assembly,
on this issue, cennot stand on'one side, I am glad that it
Lhze now veen made &bsolutely clear, no doubt the British

. Covernrment would wish it were otherwise, because I think it
is convenilent, very convenient for the Eritish Government,

to be zblz-.to pass the buck on to Gibralitar, to pess the

tuck to the Gibraltar Government when they come under attack -
in the United Kirgdom for the decisions they are taking

ztout Gitraltar, ané no doubt it 1s a great disappointment

tc them that it hes ncw been made absolutely cleer that the
Civreltzr Government is not asking for the commercialisstion
of the Tockyard, is not orouosing that the Dockysrd should
be cecrmercielised, all that it is doing is looking at an )
2lternzative that it does not want in case it has no choice .
. but to zccept it. Therefore, the British Government has

got sbsolutely no right to try znd wriggle out of their
responsibility in the House of Commons when they are faced

by guesticns by saying: '"Wiell, you kxnow, we are in full
cersultation with the CGidbrelter Government and the Gibraltar

- Governzent is guite happy about the situation". The Gibreltar

Goverrnzent ic not heppy, the House of Assembly is not happy -
and the people of Gibrsltar sre not hapoy and that must be
pade ezbsolutely clear to people in the United Kingdom and to
the British CGovernment itself, I must say, lr Speaker, that
I cznnot contimue to see the British Govermment and its
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intentions on Gitraltar in the szme light zs,the Chief
linister does or &g mosti of us huve seen it in ithe past.

lot, to be quite honest with this Ecuse, that I ever heé

nuch trust in the preseni Eritish Government., Notwith-
standing that, orecisely beceuse within Conservative benches
Gibralter enjoys &' lot of surport, I thought thet in some
resnccts it would bc nmore difficult to convince & lebour-
séministrztion on some occesions of the need to hove &
continuing commitment to Gibrelter then it would a Ccnser-
vetive administrition. I have now come to the stege, I'r
Speaker, vhere I tend to scrutinise everything that is sz2id
end lock at every fullstop and every cormma. 4And for me, the
scsurance thst the Chief Ninister mentioned that the British
Government would be sympathetic and fsir to Gitrelter, hes

to be qualified by whet the Zritish Government understends

by being sympethetic end feair, If all that we can expect is
that they are sympethetic and fair to the Trade Union movement
or to working people in CGibraltaer as they are being at present
to peovnle in Poritsmouth and in Chethem end in the rest of the
United Kingdom, then I am afrzid that does not qualify for

the use of those adjectives in my estimation and I sm sure

in the estimation of the people who today sre outside teo

. lobby this House of Assembly for support on whet is really
“the crunch for Gibraltar. I think thet we have heé, on meny

occasions, ideas floated suggesting that the British Govern-
ment wes seeking a disengegement from the commitment thet it
has to Gibreltar and its people. The clearest indication that
there might be some truth in such a view has been the way this
thing has been handled since the White Paper and ‘therefore I

_don't think that we can continue with a policy of appessement,

where we quelifly everything we have to say, we water cown the
words we use in order not to give offence %o the extent that
they cease to have any mesning. I think the time hes come

for plain speeking in Gibrasltar, MNr Spesker, end let nobody
mistake what I am saying. Let nobody try and twist thet

into a situestion of appeeling to the unquestioned lovalty

that the people of Gibreltar heve shown to the United Xingdom
because that 1s not what we ere talking sbout. The people cf
Gibraltar are linked to the United Kingdom by a historical and
cultural heritage which spans the whole of its society and it

. spans one of the main pillars of Gibraltarien society today

which is & solid and well organised Trade Union movement which
can act jointly in Fefenc€ of the interests of working people
snd of the whole of Gibrzltsr end which hes got deep rooted
links with the United Xingéom Trade Union riovement &nd can
cell oh help there.. So if the Trzde Union movement is tslking
gbout fighting the closure, we sre not telking about fighting
the United Xingdom beceuse we have got friends in the Trzde
Union movement in the Unlted Xingdom who will be joining us

.in that fight and nobody can accuse the IPCS, the CPSA, the

SCPS and. the Trensport end General Workers Union Head Offices
of conducting an anti-British campaign., Therefore, ¥r Spesker,
I commend the motion to the House and I ask Kembers of the
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;House at this irportent and crucizl jJuncture in Gibreltar's
histery, to ifentify thems elves, iLllJ with the strugcgle of
thc pecrle of CGibroiltur for whet is -effect ively, in my
Jucgemernt, their gurviv val, . L .

I'r Spetker D“ovorcd tbe guestion in uhe terms of- the
Fenourctle J Fosscno's motion.

EGH CEIEF uxnisrzﬁ:’ o

¥r Spea¥er, it 1s my cuty zs Leader of the Eouse t0 reply
*n the first place to the Honourable llember and to say that
think that hov1ng regaré to the events yesterday and the
report I mede to 'the House on my meetinhg in London, that
there 1s very little »hgt he has sald with which I can
quarrel. The pas51or that he hes descrived I can well
understand, end when the t*re comes one can 21sc be zble to
harness ﬂession such as thet. I @m afraid that the reality

ol things when you telk to British MNinisters, you can ta2lk
strongly, you ca
Drogese to
paseions 7
-,
s

telk firmly, you can tell them what .you

o, b t, reelly, the Honcurable }lember well knows
hen do not play a grect part. In fact, it could
fect of the motives and the reasons that are given
situation. I am quite sGEiS¢ieo end I am quite
o mirnd- that 1n my ovn way I heve represented

the people of Gibreltar, end in particular of the
e Union roveue”u, to the Secretzry of State, to the Lord
¥ Seal, to the Mirister for Defence, in the way that lr
o would have eynheosed then insofer as.force is concerned,
c the langusrge ritnt have bteen slightly dilfferent but
it is & matter of apprcech and that should not be a
"
k¥

kAR
N
Y3

to d‘vide us. It is 2 fact that the closing of the
najor disaster for Gibrelter if it is carried
by 1283. It will be a very big factor in any -
i if the preSEﬁu proposzls were to be
t would be a greai detriment to the prosperity .
r. T ikink it would te in sccordance with :
ry practice thet thoge who move motions should be
to listen to what is sa2id and hot
ve an ides and then go out and aédress the crowd. I
vioulé be be»tev in terms of Pasrliamentary practice
to discuss what wé are doing and not play
gaﬁle“". -"e principle. on vhich I am standing now 1s,
re, whether lr Bossano listens to it or not, becsuse ¥r
10, after all, is here representing his political party.
vens tc be a Trade Union leader, =nd naturally he feels
very sirongly,. but he is here as one of fifteen llembers
ave each one Tifteenth of the resnon51b111ty for the ’
re of ithe people of Gibralter and that.in no way ninimises’
mportence of the mztter that we are dealing with., Np .
no.kag szaid thet in the past, motions have been watered
cown and motions have not carried the language ‘thet he has
n
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brought. ell, maybe urst is true, maybe as he is perfectly
right to produce & mofion on his own, without prior consulita~’
tion, I

am sure thét he knows that the other lenmbers of the
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. Dockyerd open.

House zre eguully perfectly right to have e 2i{fercnt
approgzch to the metter teccuse there cre other people Lere
who h&ve views on matters of this neture., As I wes seying
before, . the motters were put streight to the Secretaery of
State 2né before I did thet I hed & request from the
Asistent Genmerzl Secretary of ihe Trensport end Genersl
Viorkers -Union vhern he visited Gibrultu-, I'r Alec Kitson,

to join him in the politicsel strugele 1o try and Leap the

I say this because I recadilly agreed, I nade
2 point and the Honoursble Member was present in another
capacity, thet of course we weére prepsred to support him
politically but that there wes no question of our- taking.
pert s a Government in supporting him on any indsutrial
action and his snswer wss: "Who is talking ebout industrial
ection?". Thai wes what he seid and that I said was very
satisfectory and on that basis I saw him in London before I
saw the Secretary of State on the Sundey and I ssw him after
I seaw the Sccretary of State on the Monday. Ve were going

to meet early on Tueséay to wind up but unfortunately hs wes
takxen up by something which prevented him from attending a
meeting we had arrsnged at 9.30 before I flew back to
Gibraltar. t is on that basis that we fully support the
Trade Union movement. There are two sspects that the -
Gibralter Government has in this respect, One is locking

st its . responsibilities as a Government as to whet.it has <o
do in certain circumsiances and I em glad that the Honourable
Vember now understands the attitude of the people of
Gibreltar. I am afreid, Mr Spesker, that with the noise
going on outside, this is going to be very difficult ’

MR SPEAKER:

I have been enquiring and I undersiand that what is happening
now is that the crowd 1s being asked to disperse. Perhaps we
will have a shori recess.

The House recessed at 11.10 a.m.
The House resumed at 11.50-a;m.
HON CHIEF ¥INISTER:

Nr Spesgker, when I ssked at ‘the same time &s you yourself
thought we ought to recess, I wes expres sing my entire
agreement with the sentiments expressed in this House by

¥r Bogsano on this question of the closure of the Dockyard
and in the course of his intervention, he wes talking sbout
_the. fact that we did not elect the British Governmenu, we
‘could not remove the British Government, That is perfectly
true and- it 1s. true that in England even the great Trade
Union movement have not, or part of ‘it heve elected the S
British Government but they find now that they cannot
remove the British Government. When we were elected to
this House, we were elected to camy out our duties withous



intiridation or without any asttemnt &t colouring our views
so tret we could expre:ns ocur views in:such'a manner without
zry sttezpt or zr-parent sttempt-et intimidetion. Apari from
the very greet nrinciﬁle thset we are discussing about the
-future of the peorle of Gibrilier, I think thst we must noi
forget the n”inciple of derocracy in ‘Gibralter and I hope
that this is not a pattern of things to happen in the wsy in
vhich the corncuct of the House is going 10 be carried out by
bavzrg crowés outszide being addressed et 'the same time as we
ere ziéressing the House in matters that concern Gibraltar.

o1

'R SP MY ER:

T hzve hzd a werd. with ¥r Bossano, I had & word with you
and with ¥r Isola, T know what you are going to refer to
zrd in order to, perhsps, put the matter in its right
pe"speculve and to give it its importance, I shall read
vhet Erskine lMay szys on the matter.

HON CEIZ® KIWISTER:
I would like to pursue thet after, if I mey.
IR SPEAKER:

Yozt certalnly. Gentlemen, under the heading “Breaches of
Privilege arnd Conte*bt" and under the genersl heading
icontenpt in Ceneral™, Erskine lay seys as follows: "It
would be vain to sitem Dt en enumeration cferery act which
might be consirued into e contem ot, the pawer to punish for
COnuqut peing in its nzture clscretlonary. Certzin
rinciples may, horever, be col;ected from the Journsls which
111 cerve as general éeclarations of the law of Parliament.
Tt.:ay be stated gernerslly thet any act or ommission which
- cbstracts or impedes sither House of Perliament in the
erforzance of its functions, or which obstructs -or impedes
any rember or officer of such House in the discharge of his
duty, or which has a tendency, directly or indirectly, 10
prodéuce such results may be treated as a contempt even though
‘there is no precedent of. the offence®.

'd

. BEON CEIEF MIRISTE R
That was the xauter thet I wes going to quote- from my older
edition of Erskine ¥ay but I think the text is -exsctly the
T same., . .
T MR SPEIX KER:
Yes, it is. . .
HCN CHIZF MINISTER: _
I think we are tslking about rights of people. We-ére

tzlking gbout the rights of the &ibraltarian to fight against
the closure of.the Dockyard, we must also talk about the
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rifhts of the people of Gidbrolirr to their elected represen—
tetives to be able to ocureUU the House without irntimidetion.
Thig is whet I think we must continue to ¢o ené resist sny

ther sttennt. It mey not hcvb bPcen meant to be intiridetion,
it mey be thset the pattern in Ernrland, where huge nurbers of
people ore.a2llovwed to go into the Pelzce of Vestminster end
lobty l'embers while the Hecuse is quietly going on with its -
business, cennot be rerroduced ip Gibrelticr beceuse the .
physical situstion of this building doesn't lernd itself but,
certainly, it is impossible to carry out our duties to the
electorate snd the House is mede up of fifteen elected
¥embers, one of whom is l'r Posszno, but there are another
fourteen whose right to speek freely end without intimidation
are as sacrosanct as those of llr Bossano to defend the Tracde
Union movement. I hope that this will be seen in the spirit
in which 1t is s&id, not in sny hostility towards eiiher the
subject that we are discussing which is of the utmost
importance, nor of the right of the Trefe Union moverent.to
fight their fight in-the proper wsy. I did, es a metter of
courtesy, indicate to the Honoursble liember as he csme in vhet
my proposal was and I weant to make it gquite clesr thet nothing
that the Honourable lember has sald sddressing & crowd trying
to minimise that is going to stop me from carrying out Ly .
duties in the best way I think. It will be & very sad aay if
every time we came here we hed to be weiting for a crowd there
to intimidate the wey in which we have to carry out our
business. That will be the end of Gibralter.

HON P J ISOLA: ' - ' i

If the Honourable the Chief llinister will give wey just one
second for me., As we are talking sbout a: subject that is °
very important, lr Speaker, I would like to intervene et

this stzge to say that on this side of the House we support
the sentiments thet hasve been expressed by the Hecnoursble and
Learned Chief Ninister on the right of the elected represen-
tatives of the people of Gibraltar to be eble to meet and
discuss matters of major imvortance to everybody in Gibraltar

. without any sttempts at influencing us, intimidsting us, or

in eny way trying to Force us into coming to conclusions with
which, perhaps, our consclences do not egree or agree, it
would be a very sad day Tor Gibrsaltar if the gengral public
of Cibraltar were to feel. that we have voted in favour of I
Bossano's motion because he has brought his battalions in to
force us to vote,

At thiS'stage the proceedings were interrupteﬁ as & result

of an intervention from the Press Bench by Mr lichael Pecethem.
KR SPEAKER: .
Order, order. Constable, will you see that ur Peethanm is
taken out of the House.
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EC P J ISOLA:
Tt weulé be & very sod ey for Gibrelinr if that occurred,
U'r Specrer, znd I éo hope thst the Horocurable 't Bossano
wrculé take an eazrly opportuniiy of telling the House thsi
the people whe came up and demonstireted were' there merely

: to erpreus thelr Teclings on the subject, express how they
Teel on the subjecit, ené not therc in sny wey to force this
House to come to conclusions to which it may or may not -
egree. Thenk you lr Spezlker. o

ECYX J E0SSANO:

can just take up the poini the Eonourable lember has

‘I I
rsde. In feeit, T ‘don’t know whether he overhezrd what I
reé to say outside but I é&id say outsiée that no doubt
someone would wish to misconstrue thelr presence there as
ean attenpt to intimidate Members of the House. I was talking
in Spenish downstairs, of course, so that people can under-~
stazné whet it is a2ll sbout beceuse s grezt msny people sre
never present in the House of Assendbly, never understend vhat
it ig 211 zbout, don't understand all the business of rules
sncé repgulations and procedures, but I think people understood
cuite clearly whet they were there for znd, as fer 1 anm.
cor.cerned, what the people were doing downstairs wes sbsolutely
no @different from what I did when I was in London with the
Fonoursble Lezader of the Opposition snd the Chief UNinister in
the House of Commons on the Nationelity Bill and I joined a
obty of five thousand workers from Chatham and Portsmouth
who were doing precisely the sare thing to itry ané influence |
& éecision of the House of Commons and they are perfectly
entitled, zpparently, under the UK system to try and influence
the decisions of the Youse. This is what people are itrying
to éo here, they are trying to influence the decision of the

House on a motion that speciFficelly asks Tor identification
with the Trade Union movement and that is why the Trade Union
rovenent is lobbying the House of Assembly. If the House was
%0 say acditionally anything else, that is the privilege ol
the House to do so but what the motion seeks is clearly a
ratter of concern to the Trade Union movement because it makes
specific mention of them. That is why they are doing the
lovbying. .

HON CHISF MINISTER: ' : .

'r Spesker, I enticipsted thet because I was there and he was
there, I said that the Palace of Vestiminster is a huge place
end ezch lLember of Parliement can take four, five or six
nunéred lobbyers into a corner and listen to what they have

to szy, others into other insice rooms, and-the House itself
is carrying on its business and the' influence is to the )
indivicuel Yembers on arguments and then the business of the
House carries on and is not rmolested or interfered with by
loudspeakers or by anything else that will in any way affect ‘

> .

the wey in which they carry out their work. The stterpit at
persuading people, which is vwhet loblying is &1l sbout, is
one thing and unfortunstely whst we heve hnsd this morning .
is eanother. That in no wey eifects the substence of the
metter which is the closing of the Dockyard but it i1s, I
hope, something thet if the idees .of lotbying becsuse it is
done in Englend in thet way, is intended to be cerried on

in the future in this wey in matters of importerce, I will
then ssk the Trade Union movement generally to consider
whether they can expect a feir and proper heering, they can
expect their elected revresentatives, beczuse fiftecn people
must heve been elected by & considersble. number of Treade

 Unionists and not Just I'r EBossano alone, whether we can carry

out the functions thet we were elected to carry out without
intimidation in a situstion such es has hsppened today. It
is not & happy day for democracy in Gibrgltsr dbut it is
perhaps one which we cen wear as an example of what ought
not to happen in the future in this matter, Todey is a
matter on vhich we are virtually agreed. Perhaps we are

not sgreed on the woréing, perhcps other people éon't under—
stend the wording. Thet is a different matter. Eut that is
‘one thing and .attempting to pressurise and,.in fact, il
ever there wes & case in which there wes no neeé for & lobby
it was in this cese because we spent mosit of yesterdey
morning *debating the matter and I enswered questicns in a
proper.way and there were supplementaries in a proper way
from the Honoureble lr Bossano and the business of the

House was done in the usual way, .}r Speaker, es I was
saying earlier this morning, when I net ¥r Kitson he zsked
for the support of the Gibreltar Government in an sittenmpt

at political action in the United Kingdom by &ll the trede
unions. I readily sgreed snd as I wes saying and I think

"it ought to be mentioned sgain I seid that, -of course, we

could not be party to any action t eken by the Union of an
industriel nature to which he replied: "itho is talking ebeouil
industrial action?". The Honourzble llember assented that
thet had happened at the meeting with lr XKitson. It is on
that understanding that we are supporting the all-party

-approach that the trade union movenent in the United Kingdom

is doing and it is on that understending thet I sew l'r Kitson
and ¥r lick l'artin on Sundasy and on Yonday evening with the
shadow liinister for Defence, lr John Silkin end the Chairmean
of the Labour Party, Deme.Judith Hart. I think that ought

to be made very cleer.because we must not fzll into the trap

- precisely of doing something.thet those who do not lile us,

end we have & lot of friends in England but let it be seid
also that there sre some who-are not our friends as we sew

on Spanish television-last night, the Cheirmeh of the Foreign
Affeirs Committee of the House of Commons. If he hes seid
what he sald on Spanish television in Gibrelisr he would

have been hounded better ’thesn what hes happened.here this .
morning. He said thet we were Spanish before the restrictions
sterted. Who the hell is Anthony Xershaw to say that? If we
are (o keep together in difficult times we have got to soften

2.



corners of our &iffer 5 rether then zceentuste them to
get cut in the prcc-~"--ﬂ it ic in thet soirit, heving
Tergettern what haos .ed now,; that I rropose to continue

ir -y intervention. ,r Spesler, .the Honourable Member has
sgi¢ thet it is now clesr thst the Gibraltsr Government has
nc bhgctat‘d co—rorci liszaticen of the Tockyard. Cf course,
it keon't, it never 6:i¢ erd it ceme out cleerly in enswers
yesterday thet the ides hed come for the consultancy . that had
. teen sugrested by thie CDA efter the publication of the Vnite
DPzrer to o sider zliernetive reans, I should like to say
thet whe 1977, 8s I sezié yesterdéay, there viss a Labour
Covernrent 4n ofTice snd there was z decision to. close the
Dockysré on econgrilc grounds, not on 'defence grdunds but on
eccnomic grounds end I éid ry best to stop it, ecually a
stucdy wes mede b1 the British Government of alternctive means
becsuse both the Labour CGovernment end the Conservative
Gevernment state that they were commited to the policy of
Yeustein and support'. I ssy "state' because that is whet
trey say. I believe thei that is the case and I would be
Teiling in my éuty if I did not repest it todsy even in the
strzined circumstrnces of the eventis of this morning that my
irpressicn of my visit to Lord Carrington, I mesy be wrong,
but my neturel impression of his reaction is that he vproposes
toc help Gibrzltazr to the extent that he is able to. I do not
agree, end this does in no way alter the seriousness of the
situablon, I do not agree that whet happens in the United
Kin.dom cannot have any reflection as to what happens in
ibrazlter. Wwaet happens in the United Eingéom end what
hanbeps in the world mnst have an effect sonehow or other -
ir. Gibreltizr. We caznnot be living in an ivory tovwer completely
isolzted freom world pressures thet do not affect us when it
iz '*‘ectinc the rést of Lumeanity. To ssy otherwise is very
Pleasant Tor those who have to hear it but that is not a fair
zzcecement of the world toéay where barriers sre going down
certeinly-in conmunications and the effect of what happens
in one pert of the worlé has a very direct effect on whst
herpens in others and that is something that we must bear in
riné. It is true that perheps some of the difficulties that
are being suffered in Englané now by the Briiish people are
25 & result, of the acticns of the British CGovermment but the
Zritish Government Is the Government elected by the people of
the United Kirgdom. and therefore vhenever that hsppens end if
thzt hes any reflection here, I sgree that we cannot either
elect or eject I'rs Trhatcher but what they do in the United
¥Xirgdom has & bearing here becesuse vwhat we are claiming now
is what the United Fingdom should do in Gibraltzr. It hes a
bezring, we cennct shut our eyes ené say: "To hell with Lrs

p

Tr.ztcher, to hell with the policy of defence, we want to carry -

on irrespective of vhet harprens in znglgnd~or what heppens, in
the rest of the world™. I erybody in Gibraltar thinks that
we can Jlive in thzt way then they are 1iving in real cuckoo~
lend. It mey not be plezsant to tell some truths because it
iz not populer but one would be failing in one's duty if one
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dié not muke thesc things cleor ené to give eny wrong impre-
ssion or to give an inpression of' the opposite is te npisleed
the people Geliberutely or unconsciously tut thet is to :
mislesd the people. we must be comscious of whut is heppening
in the rest of the world. e must fight &ll the way as we sre
entitled to Tight but we cennot forget whet is herpening in
the rest of the world.znd believe thet we can go home ¢né lesve
it 51l to the United Eingdom to éo everyihing for us to meintsin’
things thet heve been achieved here by struggle end not even by
thie United Kingdom so if it hes been obtsined by struggle Toth
in the trede union movement and toth in the constitutional
issue it must be meintaineé by strugrle and not by going home
end sitting quietly and pretending that ¥rs Thatcher will do
everything for us, Thst is the wzy that we must approsch this
matter and that is why the Government has got a duty desplie
the fset that it will support the condemngtion of the closure
of the Dockyard, that 1t will say that it will fight sgainst
it, perhaps not in the same words ss the Honourcble EKover

-has chosen to use in this matter, I think with the greatest
"respect he has misrepresented downstzirs what has heppened

in this respect, many things have hgnnenea, many things have
to be done before we come to this House and one of them was
going to Englend and Tighting the battle ebout which I
reported yesterday. The fact thet any time anybody as he
hes done many timeés can bring an emendment to & motion is
something which is pert of Parlismentary procedure. The
people outside may not 2ll understend that but it is rost
unfair to say that somebody has come out with scmething to

- chenge his .words and to say that there was no consu1t¢tlon

before and he had only been given & few minutes' notice.
That is rather less than fair to the kind of proceéure and
Parliamentery practice that we have developed here over the
years. In fact he is one of the most courteous of the
Vembers in Parllameﬂuary procedures in the course of our
proceedings and I am sure that it is not feir that he should
meke an innuendo that he has only been given & few minutes'

-notice. That is normal because other amendéments can be

brought in becazuse this is a debating Chamber, this is not
something that is cooked outside, this is what we are here
to do" - to debate, and to debate with resson and with logiec
and not heve pre-conditions, ideas or mstters slresdy pre-
pared in other spheres and come here to put & rutter stamp
to it. I am sure that no member would be prepared to put a
rubber stemp to what enother member does if he does not
believe honestly that that is the wasy it should be done., It
is because we feel thet the interests of Gitresltisr end the
interests of the Dockyard workers snd the interest of oqur
continuing to be able to héve a Tight thet we hove a better
alternative in the way in which this matter should be
proceeded with than the words of lr EBossesno which are not-
meglic beceuse they come from Ir Bossano, they are just one
way of expressing a situation because we believe that if the
motion is passed as 1t is here it could be argued outside that.
it was a charter to the trade union movement to fight the

.
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Luckyeré closure in any way they liked snd. that I do noi
think is whet 61uh€r he wents or what the Lembe“s in this
hoabe Jant-

. HCIv J BOS3AlO:

Ir the Honcuruble Memuver will give wey. Tiiere are two
decisiong invelved in this motion - one decision by the
British -Governmenti which we disapprove of and one decision
by the Trade Union movement which we zppr ove of. The methods,
-end the Chief Kinister seems to hzve heard some of the things
"I szid downstazirs but not cthers, the methods that the Trade
Union movementi uses in that fight, as long as they are not

- actuzlly breceking the law, do not recu*re the endorsement or
the epproval of the House of Asserxbly. Every trede unionist
in Gibralter, &8s fer ss I understand it, has got the right to
teke industrial action in defence of his interests already
without endorsement.

HCH CHIIF KINISTER:

ndsolately, but 1f that is so then do not come for the
endorsement znd use it as part of your policy end there
is where we &iffer.

HECX J BO3SANO:

The Fonourable Xember gets very heated with me. I itrust his
performance with Lord Carrington is as good. .

HON CHIZF HINISTER:

He did not provoke me as much as you have done but if he
a I would have done it.

HON J bOSSARO'

Anybody would think that I wes closxlg the Dockyara. Lord
Carrington closes the Doc&Jarc end thet doesn't provoke the
Chief ¥inister zs much.GM I do by speaking downstairs in
Sperish. That is sad, Kr Spesker.

" HON CHIEF MInI EQ..

It is words that provoke attitudes. %+ is what tﬁe Honourable

Venber oiten mentions sbout a raetional spproach Lo matters and
I rezret to say thai the Honourable iember in this matter is
not scting rationally. .

HON J BO S8AND:

-It is a mstter of clari*ication to the House that appears not

to understand what the wording of the motion is. I am moving -’
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the motion end c¢verybody c¢lse uncerstend it diiferently or
choses to unaerstend it difrerently. The House is not being
asked to &pprove the industriul sction that the Trzae Union
movement will or will not take, thet is & matter for the
Trade Union movement ‘and when the Vhief Ninister seid that

“he coulc not endorse that inoustrial sction and that he would

need 1o reword il to show thst it wus politicel s&ction,. I

said there is no problemn on that respect. Wwhet 1 &m saying

is the decision to.fighiy or not to fight is the decision thet
the Trade Union movement had to take snd haes tekeu snd how it
fights is e matter thet will be decidea by the Trsde Union
movement, just like the House of Assembly or the Chief )
¥inister could have decided either to oppose or not to oppose
the decision of the British Government end if I am being ssked
to endorse & decision to oppose, it does not mesn-thet I have

-.1¢ endorse how it is opposed by appealing or by doing any-

thing else. The methods that the House uses or the methods
the Government uses-are a matter for the House or the Govern-
ment to decide, but the decision that has been taken end that
is what the wording says, it endorses the decision to fight
the closure, either we endorse that decision or we don't but
we don't try end look for things thet are not there, ir
Speaker.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It is of course one thing for the Trade Union movementi %o
fight. The Trade Union movement have got many ways of o
fighting and nothing that we will do in this House is going
to inhibit them but what.he cennot expect is to get &
priori approval of the House to what the Trade Union move--
ment may do. That he cannot do beceuse then it would mean
that the fourieen other Nembers of the House were sub-
servient to the Trade Union movement which I am sure nobody
in Gibralter wants us to be. It is in the light ot that
that I proposé an emendment to the motlon and I have not, as
the Honourable liember anticipated et the beginning when he
was in a better form earlier in this meeting, that all the
wvords .after "that" would be removed and other words would
be substituted. I have left the most importent pari, in ny
view, for this House, the most important part for this House
of the motion I have lelt unaltered end that is that this
House condemns the proposed closure of the Laval Lockyard
in 1983, That, I am not touching in any way in oy proposed
smendment but I am giving notice that I-propose an szendment
whereby the words "and fully endorses the decision by Dock- -
yard employees and the Trade Unlon movement to fight the
closure” be deleted end substituted by the follouﬁnL wh;ch,
in substance, is the same except, &s he seid, in mcre N
diplomatic lsnguage. We have to .use d*plowauic lenguage, -
trede unionists may not-have to use diplomatic Jlanguasge but
the House of Assembly does and the House of Commons does
because Er Michael Foot the other day exercised his right

to appeal to the National Executive Commitiee of his Party

v
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te put his veto ito a mexbter who ssid he would menipulate
Parlisment end it is. for that recsson end that reason only
that he has objected to & candidate for & constituency
tecszuse ne sald he would try to manipulate Parlisment and
- thet is what we do not went ‘to do end I am sure we sre in
very good company with lr Foot, the Lecader 'of the Labour
Perty. 4As I ssid betfore, sulstitute by the words: "Cslls
on the Eritish CGovernment to reconsider that decision and
resoclves to take steps, in.consulitstion with the Trade
Unions, the main representative bodies and Gibralter's
friends in Ferlisment, to persusde the British Government
to alter that decision". lr Spezker, thet part of the
motion in which other people are being brought in reflecis
the_feelings in yesterday's debste sbout consultetions in
e wlder sphere. That is what in any case I had proposed to
do in the way in which we should go sbout it. Also; let me
say that that wes the procedure that was followed, there
hasn't been reelly time, as I said yesterday the meeting in
Lon@cp was en interim meeting following the visit of the
of§1c1a}§ here end it was an interim meeting to make a
Qolpt which produced, I think conirzry to what the Honourable
L;:oer says apart from having produced £bm, it produced &
different climate in which to fight this matter. On that T
en quite satisfied. Whether it reaches its purposé or not
is another matter. We did this in the British Nationélity
cexpaign, it was not fought with industrial action. I know
this 1s a different situation but it wes fought with
reasoned ernd invited epproach to the British Government
it was Foughl with the response  proved Tight because wé
optained the support of everyrvody snd that is the feeling
thet I xnow exlsts in this House ithat wes reflected yester—
¢ay and in fact, as I see, was reflected in the newspaper in
vhich, occasionally, the name of the Honoursble Nember is
zentioned in the pages. of "“The People'. His nsme is
occasionally mentioned in every column. Thank you,

¥r Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Honourable
. the Chiefl Minister's amendment.

HON P J ISOLa:

¥r 'Spesker, we propose to support this amendment. We suppors
it in pursuvance of. the policy of my party which I have
declared time and time agein, and that is that with the crisis
that Gibrzltiar is faced now, there is need for & Gibralter
view of the problem that faces us and that in the formation
©f that Gibraliar view we must bring in everybody that is
interested in the future of e British Gibraltar as we know

it and thereiore it is the view of my party and I hope it is
2lso the view of the Honoursble Mover of the motion, that
this must be a united stand made by the people of Gibralta®
and 1t must be a united stand that is produced ss a result of
‘free discussion, free consutlation between all the people
involved in this problem. In this House, we have got the .

© .

elected members ol the three politicsl pariies in Gibrzlter.
Outside this House, we hsve got the Tride Union kovenenut,

we heve got the Chember ol Cormcice, we have got the womers
Association, we liave got &ll the people who wre sifectea by
decisions that eny individuel may mere or sny movemcni mey
meke, and it is the view ol my perty, end 1 put this without
eny restraint of sny kindé or any constraint of eny- king,

~that if Gibraliesr is -to survive the crisis that we sre .
‘facing everybody must unite anda everybody must unite Ireely
. and hsve free discussim to teake the &ction that we consider

necessary to save Gibreltsr from this crisis. I am not
going to be dictated to either by the Chief Linister or by
the Honourable Nr Bossano snd Iorced into following any
particular course of sction until I have discussed it with
them, seen the probable results and made & firm decision om
it. What'I am saying now does no% preclude.the Honocureble

L.r Bossano advising the Trade Union movemeut to fight in any"

way that he may think so. What he cannoti do is a8k me to
endorse what he wants to give without first discussing it
with me, without discussing the pros and cons, withcut
discussing where we go from there in any particular thing:
he may do. No, I won't be told by the Honoursble lember

. what I .have to do. I have been elected by the people'of

Gibreltar, my party has been elected, six out of eight
candidates, to put forward the views of the people of )
Gibraltar as we understend them, we who have been elected
by .them.  But notwithstending thet, notwithstending that,
we still think that in this state that Givreltar is in today
there is a need for zll the brains of Gibraltsr and all the
brawn of Gibrsltar,.if he wanits to csll it that way, muscle
as he calls it, to get together end work out a policy that
is a Gibraltar policy because only .that way, Lr Speszker,

only that way, and I stress it, will Gibralter survive ~ and:

it is a question of survival. It is not a question of
suicide, it is & question of survivel. I will not be a
party to suicide, I will be & party to any struggle that
has & ressonable prospect of ensuring that the people of
Gibraltar survive as a free cormunity with all the job
opportunities and all the fevourable conditions that exist -
today. I will fight for that but I will fight with my head,
¥r Speaker. I will fight with a deep conciousness of the ’
world sround me, of what is hsppening. I watched that
progremme last night. Isn't it extrasordinary, kr Speaxer,
in that programme, in an hour, how the Gibraltar situstion
was projected in Spain. How easy it is, &ll the work that
hes been done in Gibrslter, to try and destroy it in one
hour. Just bring people in who couldn't spesx very good
English, or very -good Spanish, don't put in people. vwho made
very firm statements. I was interviewed in this House and
-I thought I had done rather well., They Gidn't even meniion
me because I told them the first object of thé Democratic:
Party of British Gibreltar was to keep ihe people of
Gibraltar end the territory British according to thelr wishes
end that waswhat my party existed for. That was the end of

.
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rierview. Then we gct someroly else vho they preferred
et over, ené thic ic the recliity of 1ife, this is vhat we
ve pet to fight for. The fzcti thzst we burrn up something
e 5
u

£
fa
O

£

will not get us whet weé wont, unfortunetely. If T

ght it gooé I wouléd be there.  Il'r Spesker, in this Eouse

sz think with rezson end let us fight with reason, there.
& tirme zné & plece fer cverything., I condemn the closure
the Docxyard, ny perty condemns it and we have seid and we
have put rotions in this House to that effect, or rather
emended the Honourable lember's motions to this effect. We
heve said that the British Government hes a responsibility
.to-Givraltar, has & responsibility to maintain its economic
vigbility and if it is to close the Lockyaré and, unfor-
tunately, thet decislon is for them, then they must provide
& vieble slternative and therefore, we oppose the closure
cf the Dockyard. Ve will fight for the British Government
to reccnsider its decision but we also want to know if they
will say no at the end of the day, we do not want to leave
the people of Gibraltsr in the lurch, we do not want to
leave them with no alternetive end suddenly find ourselves
with seven hundred, or eight hundred or nine hundred
unexployed and we can give them no alternstive because we
have not sat down and thought of that possibility. I will .
not be a partyto that, ir Speaker. Cibralier has to survive -
now it and ss.we love it and I will play my part in
atever pey ve sald by enybody on it. The Honoursble :
ano said this wes an ircportant political decision, it
mpertant politicel decision and he szaid that the iime
r plain speaking. I agree with him entirely, the

O oo o
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e for plasin spesking. Plain spesking using our
aid that the Gibreltar Governmenti is constrained
zge Union moverent is not constrained and he said
tar EBEouse of Assembly cennot stand on ohne side.

¢ are Bll cornstrained tco a certain exteni. We are
rzined becsuse of the conseguences thai there could
be for people if we meke the wrong decisions becduse, you
see, we are not a8ll Gods., We could make the wrong decision.

HCN J BOSEANO:
Or ¥rs Thatcher.
HON P J IsCLA: ’ ..

well, ¥rs Thatcher is not God and that is 'the trouble. If
she was God she wouldn't have closed the Dockyard, she would
have been Kind and good to us but we have to be careful we
den't meke the wrong -decision. The Chief Minister has to be
very careful. I, as Leucer of the Opposition, have to be
careful, ths Honoureble Xember has to bé careful, the leaders
of the Trade Union movement have 1o be careful becsuse it is
not a guestion of heving a fight and seeing how far you can
go snd it you don't get away with it, that's all right .
enother ‘day, no, 1t's not & guestion of that. Decisions that =~

e rmtae—

we mske con heve some dreszdful conscguences. I won't sy
whet the duties ol ihe lesders oif the Trade Union movenent
aré, I just speek for the clected lesders.of. Gibrultar wod
I include the Honoursble Lr bosssno there beceuse he is en
elected leeder of Gibraltur. - Whet we have to consider is,
wheatever we do, what the probeble results end whet do we do.
ii tlhiings are wrong. Yor exemple, let s suppoue thet e
just say we-asre going to fight the closure of the Dockyerd -

.and fight it to the end, in the sireet, literally, and I am

seying thet, in the streets or whetever, whet is the end
result of thet if it does go wrong? whet could 1t be?
Could it be that Spain walks in. ~Thank you very .much. The
plece is in a complete ruin, they will sort it out. Could
it be another power walks in? I don't know, I don't know.
But I tell you one thing I do know. 4&s far gs I am

" concerned, as far as my party is concerned, we still consicer

very, very strongly, that the best option open to Gibrzltar
is still Britein and our policy will be dictated by that. I
xnow that is not a popular thing to ssy now having regard 1o
the fact that the British Government has just said it is
going to <¢lose the Dockyard. I teke the point thet the
Honourable Member szida that he wesn't sgainst the people of
Britain, he was &gainst Nrs Thaticher's Goverrment. \ell,
yes, but unfortunately we didn't elect Lrs Theicher's Govern-
ment, we are not part of Britein, we don’t live in Britein,
we are just & Dependent Territory, like Hong Kong end ell
these other people, end as far as we are concerned, as Tar
as Gibralisr is concerned, it must, as much es possibls,
keep & ressonable relationship with whatever Eritish
Government is -in power beczuse you say you are s friend of
Britain, or you say you would do nothing sgainst the people
of Britain, well, they heave elected.tihet Government, for. .
betiter or for worse, and in 1984 perhaps they will elect

the seme one or another one end then we have to keep Lriendly
vith that Government or try and maintain friendliness. Vahai
I believe we have 1o do in Gibrsltasr is try end persuade
that Government, because we can't fight them, I don't think
we have got any frigates here, we have got & Gibrzltar
Regiment and H.M.S. Caple.. Wwhat cen we do? ¥Wwhat can
Gibraltar do to change Mrs Thatcher's mind, a woman who hss
fought against half a million in one indusiry and iwo
million in enother and besten them? What can seven thousand
or eight thoussand, or thirteen-thoussnd electors reasonably
hope to gein taking into account the situation that occurs in
England and it is my bellef, and I may be wrong, ané in
teking that decision and in following that policy I may be
virong and I freely admit it .the szme as the Honoursble

' ¥ember may be wrong,.my belief is thst we will only succeed

with a2 united effort end everybody pleying his pert, there
is probably a need for pushing. of ithe kind that the
Honourable lembesr is advocating, yes, there is-a need and>
then others perhaps can do a2 better Job somewhere else.
But the persuasion of the British Government is going to
come in the lasit resort, if the Dockyard is not be be

80.



closed, by & parlizmentory majority against t?g Bri?ish
Government. we got it in ithe British DMeticnality Bill,
This oune, 1 think irenkly, is & very cilferent kettle o?
Zish, & very ci:iferent kettle oi 1ish but.we still recuire
ercugh people in Parlisment from &ll parties and vie must be
cereivl it is g1l parties, we must not fell into the trap
of szying it is just Lebour sgazinst Conservative because
unforturetely for us the Conservatives heve & majority so
you won't win if it is Just Labour against Conservative.
we have to bring in our Conservative iriends s&s well and
ve heve frierds on all sides of the House. Also SDP, we
are heving sn increzsing number of them, too. Je must get
ther 211 together and st lezst we must ensure that our
friends in Parliament &nd that is the last word, literally
the last word, thet our friends in power exer@ enough
pressure on the British Government to reconsider the
ciosure of the Dockyard and if thet fails &t lesst to make
ihen give us a visble, economic alternative that ensures
the szme living standards for all our people in Gibraltar
including &1l the Dockyard employees who are the people in
the Front line at the moment but, obviously, there will be
others. They are the people in the Lfront line, they are
the people in trouble at the moment. DPlease do not gg?
anything I heve seid wrong. I fully shere and sympathise
ané we 211 deedly sympathise with-the concern of people
whose jobs sre in danger bscsause until- you have that,
uniil you -experience ii, you don't know what is is, I agree.
Otkhers do not hsve that experience and therefore people in
the Loeciyard could say: "They are not really concerned
because it 1s not happening to them". I understand that
feeling end it is true, it is a Tact that-un}ess you ere
yourself personslly threstened with it you tend to_take a
nore, objective view, 2Bul sometimes the people who are
threatened by it may well o things that it is not in their
irterest end people who are not may be able to zdvise. I
. would like specizlly the people in the Dockyard;ta get the
" pessege from this House thet we sre concerned about the
whole situsztion, sbout the position of them, primarily, as
" the effected party and then, of course, secondarily, &nd
its importan zs well, the effects on the ecoromy because
it has obviocusly its effects. I saw a pamphlet before I
cazpe in which was being distributed and it is true, I think,
vwhat they sey there, these are fscts. 'We are concerned and
we ere nere &ll concerned and I hope we are all fighting s
- the szme baitle here end this is the message I would like
the Honcursable Er Bossano to tekxe out of this House when he
goes and sddresses ancther meeting, that we are not &gending
the rotion because we are rejecting him, we are smending thp
rotion vecause we, other elected Lembers of the pegople of
Gibtraltar, are fully swsre of the struggle.befo?e us, are
fully eware of the .problems but 4o not necessarily agree.
that it can be fought in one particular way which is the .

one he hes been describing, in fact, we are not happy about -

the way he is describing it Decause we don't see the end of

- 8.

the road in his wrgument. e sey it nmust be fought on &

much broeder plane, it must be Lought prircarily on s poli-
ticel position. We must draw the enormous iund of goodwill
there is in the United Kingdom for Gibralter in the Trade
Union movement, as l'r Bosseno has szid, in Parliament, and,
generslly, in EBritain. Let us not get too anti-kritish
straightawey becsuse we heve teen told they ere going to

close down our Lockyerd, Let us not give an opporiunity

1o those who sre looking for other things for the future

of Gibreltar to come in st this mwoment of time and try and
persuade people to change their alligisnces. I will not be

a party to thst and I hope no Honourable lember in this

House will be & party to that. ZILet us, therefore, Mr Speaker,
fight together but let us fight generslly together, Let us
telk with each other. L€t nobody come along and say: “iow,

we ere going to do this and now you damn well egree to it".

I say thst to the Chief Minister in the same way I say that

to the Honourable ¥r Eossano., ive haven't got power, ir
Speaker, we have got six elected members snd the Chief
linister decides what is done, he has got -power, the executive
arm, .My Honoursble friend here uppears to heve a lot of
influence in another place and he can produce action., 4s fer
as we are concerned we are Jjust a poliiical party in Cpposition

- and all we can do is- talk and tell people whzt we think angd .

hope that we will have an influence on their thinking snd on
thelr wesy of action., MNr Speszker, we have said it two or three
times and it may be finishing our chances in the next genersl
election, we are saying that we will support a Gibraltar view,
a2 united stand by everybody who has feeling and cares for
Gibraltar and its future and this is what I would mppeal for
and that is why I am supporting the amendment of the Honouraple
and Learned Chief Minister and I hope the Honourazble Xr Bossano
will also support so that we can hsve a united motion on some-
thing that is very dear to the hearis of all of us and
especially, of course, to the people of Gibraltar.,

HON A J CANEPA:

KEr Speaker, the strength and sbility to survive of the people
of Gibraltar since the Spanish campaign started back in 1963,
has been primerily based on our ability to close ranks in the
past when faced with reslly crucial issues and the issue which
is fecing us today is, perheps, the most cruciel in-our = .
history.. Today there is a greater need for unity in Gibrsltar
than there has ever been before. One only had to look st the
crowd outside earlier this morning to see that there you had
people of every political complexion in Gibraltar, supporters
of the GSLP, of the AACR, of the DPBG, people of an indepen=-
dent freme of mind and yet they were united there in expressing
their concern at the Dockyerd closure. I think, Xr Speaker,
that in this House also we see the strength inherent in the
democratic system in the system of Government and Opposition
where ‘there is healihy debate and where if we do not agree at
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leasi we abide by the vrinciples of democracy. I say to
~ose who savocate c¢oing zwsy with the systemn ol Government
and Opposition arna intrcaucing g Committee System or who
cell upon the need to have & coslition Government, asnd that
c2ll is being rade in certain quériters recently, I say to
then ithat they sre nisisken because 1i we can eachieve
essentizl unity on the cruciel i.sue of the Dockyaré closure
anc’ the erfect thet that will have on our economy snd quite
epart ifrom that we can continue to debate and disagree and
cuerrel, if necesssry, over other minor matters, and 1i the
Coposition can continue to keep the Government on its toes
»ron-these other matters, then thai is what democracy is all
.gbout, that is what the Westminster principle of Govermment .
end Opposition is &1l sbout and I think that ultimetely
Gibreliizr will gain by that. 3Basiczlly, I think Givbraltar
is united on this issue snd therefore there is no need for
us to try to sweep under the carpet other matters and have
stegnation in the political 1life of Gibraltar. Nr Spezkev,
when scall netions are fzced with crises the people essen—
tizlly are united. In the State of Israel it is szid that

if you put two people into a room they leave that room having
formed three political parties and I eam sure thet that is the:
wey things are in the conduct of their everydey affezirs. The
Isreselis diszgree and quarrel bitterly in their heslthy
politicel 1life but on the essential issue of the survival of
the Stete oi Isrsel they have demonstrated in 2 historical
marner their ability to face enormous odds and conguer and I
thir¥ the short history of Gibraltar and the short history

of our struggle since 1563 is very much elong those lines

becsuse we heve been threatened with extinction by a large
meighbour who it is clear still has very little goodwill for
us. where I guarrel with what has happened this morning is
that I think it was & good thing that there should have been
a2 Gexonstration, a walk-out by people showing their solida-
rity but there was no need vwhatsoever for the procesdings

of the House to have been interrupted and for the people
outside the Chacber to have been addressed. I the maiter
Led been lei't at that and if we had been sble to carry on
with our business here, I think that that would have been a
very good thing indeed. But, of course, perhaps becsuse there
is a reed even within Trade Union movement for some leaders

to try and get zdévantage over others snd to upstege then, ot

sorecne hed to azddéress then and therefcre a second speaker

2lso had to adéress -them in order not to be upsizged.- That .
is what I think hes been unforiunstie and I do not think that
any credit has been derived from ithat but pernaps, Mr Spesker,
if in life we can drew Tenefit from our experience and . build

on that, perkaps that is a good -thirg in any case. Therefore,
nheving regard to what has heappened I very much hope that

peoplie will realise that this cannot bé the pattern for the
future.. This is not the way in which we have to struggle over
_the next year or s0. The Honourable kr Bossand, in introducing
his motion, spoke ebout the duties that elected mnembers have.
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He s&id thet we ere not elected in orcer to have & social
stending in the community. I could nol sgrce more. LY own
position and my whole esttitude, Lo the metter is .entirely
ciiferent. I wes perfectly happy doing whot I think is a
useful job as & schoolteacher sud I left teaching perhzaps
because I Telt that the vocation thet I had for teschirg )
should be subsumed by .& vocstion to serve nol jusi chiléren
in e pasrticulsr setup but to try end puit my humble telents

at the disposal of the people of Gibraltsr, something that

I will continue to do for as long as people went me .in a
democratic situstion but I have a painfull experience of what
navpened seven years' sgo almost to the dey on 16 December .
197Lh, and happily, that has not happened this moraning and if
there had been any indication of that heappening my sttiiude,
¥r Speaker, would have been to pack up, to go home, to g0
back to teach and serve chiléren in a hunble capacity and I
would leave the Government of the affeirs of Gibraltar 1o
anybody who would be happy in that situation to pick up the
cudgels., It has been said in an official communigue issued
by the headquarters of the TGWU in London that the move of
the British Government to close the Dockyard was the vbeginning
of a sell-out to Spain, a sell-out of the people to Spain., I
do not know whether when Mr Bossano sald that he ‘has never
had much trust in the present British Government he was &also
perhaps hinting at that. I would have agreed - perhaps I
would have been very suspicious as to the motives of the
British Government if Chatham and Portsmouth had not also
been affected. If the closure of the Gibraltar Dockyard had ',
been in isolation perhaps I would have been suspicious but

if that is the case then we ought to have been very suspicious
as to the motives of the Lebour Govermment in 1977 when they
were seriously contempleting doing precisely thet, I we
should not have much trust, as the Honourable lr Bossane said,
in the present British Government, then what szbout the leilt
wing of the Labour Party? YWhat about the Frank Hooleys, the
Frank McHemaras of this world? I have alwsys suspected thet
in & situation in which the left wing of the Labour Perty was
in office in the United Kingdom and the Socialists were in
Spain, they would all get together in the spirit of Socialism
and sell Gibraltar down the river., Wwhet I am saying is this,
Er Speaker, that ss an elected member of the House I ¢o not
care what Government the British people elect. I have my own
private views about the political parties in the United King-
dome but I do not care as an elecited menber of the House what
party they elect provided that British Governmeni behaves and
acts towards the people of Gibrazltar in an honouraple manner
and if they don't I will endesvour to fight that British
Government regardless of 3ts political complexion. 'But what
I em not prepsred to do is to fight the present Eritish
Government becsuse I do not happen to share its political
ideology, Undoubtedly, the response of the British Government
to our aspirations and to our representations has been dool
but that is the response of the present British Government to
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everybo&y, they zre cool to everybody and -not Just the peonle
£ Gibrezlter. Agcin, 1f they wxre not feir to werking people
i: Citrelter I will fight therm hut vhet they do with the
. worrxing people In the Uniteé Kingdom is a matter for the
people of the Unlted Fingcorm ené if they do not like the
Pritish Cove”nre:t then there 1z 2z remedy in 1928L they can
bring them downm ¢r s ves cone with I'r Ieath now that lir
srthur QCerrLII is leecing the miners, no doubt they cen use
the mirers to bring Xrs Thztcher Gown but thet is a matter
Tor trem ené not for us here. T.et me warn the Eouse, lr
Spezxer, thet 1f e 2re to be successful in Civersifying the
econorny of Gibraltar zné in finding even supvlementery
zlternetive econcmic ectivity, the land 1lssue will be equally
craciel ané the fight will eiso be 2 Gifficult one beczuse .
the I'CD endé the United Xingéom Treasury teke & very.entrenched
view of the matter, “hilst we have got support from the
»cre*fn ené Commonweelth Office, it 1s clear thai there is a
onflict of 'viewz tetween depertments of the British Govern-
Eﬂu and thereforie it will not be e strzightforward mstter
ior us to win through on vhst is elso a2 very crucizl issue.
‘The Honoureble l'r Eocsano referred or intimated that perhesps
. there wes & danger of a policy of appeasement of the Eritish
Covernment belng adopted. He seid thet the time had come for
plzin specgking., Ve heve had plenty of plain speaking. I weas
onlg this morning reading the record -of the mcetlnzs which we
hed m;hh UL officials &t the end of Novexrber end if that
wasn't plein spezking then I do riot know what is but one
thing is plain spezaking within the four wszlls of a Conference
foon and. znother one is plain spesking here in this Chamber
or éownsteirs. That is cuite another matter. 0f course,
there has got te be plain speaking a2nd of course we have to
guzrrel with the Zritish Government but we must alweys be
guided by the vringiple that we sre guarreling with people
wro zre Ttacicelly cur frienés, with people who have basically
treated us cecently znd thet is whet we have got to be careful,
thet ic where there has to be a fundamentsl difference of
zttitudée to the meznner in which we approsch Britain end the
mzrner in vhich we approach Spain., Thet is the choice that

the pecple of Gitralter hzve - independence or whetever, as i . :

vies szld cn one occasion and &s I have also been hearing
recently because that would appecsr to be the alternative if
there is an enti-3ritish backlzsh in Gibraltar. ire clearly

8o not want “to be Spanish so’ therefore the only alternsiive
is inéependence or whatever. Thet is & road thet will only
lezd the people of CGibrezltar into a takeover by Spain.
Inéependence means a Spanish Gibraliar ultimately and if we
vant to paintain our way of life and our resl independence
from our neighbour it is only if we quarrel with the British
Covernrent, but as friends, and i we maintain ourselves-on .
tsrget that it is only a British Gibraltar that has a chance
of survival. ’ .
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HOIN I'AJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

Vr Speeker, I would never Cere to even think of telling the.
trede union movement whet to ¢o or what it shouldn't do,

It is their right to teke whstever ection they heve within
the lews of Gibrelter. I would certzinly not try to inti-
rmidate them in eny wey on vwhat ection thcy shouléftake in
the future.. The Honoureble l'r Bosseno heg tried to explsin
thet the crowd outside this morning were not itrying to
intimidete us ené I find thet very rezssuring. 2But I felt
intimidated, wvhether they were doing 1t on purpose or not,

I felt intimidated. Iet me tell the Honourable 1r Fousano
end everybody in Gibrelter thet if they try to intimidste

me I will alweys ¢€o what I think is right. I am completely
fearless of everyone including the British Government, the
Chief Minister, l'r Netto andé everyone in Gitrelier. I will
do elweays vhat I think is right. It hes been said in this
House .that our best friends sre in Britain snd that the
Eritish CGovernment ultimetely is our best friend. Vell, we
have received a kick in the teeth from Britsin and it hurts
end a5 a bexer myself I have hed quite a few kicks and '
punches in my mouth and 1%t hurts but cen you imegine what
our enemies will do to us? I can think of other psrts of
the anatomy where 1t hurits far more. Thatever Britian hss
done to us now they are still our only friends. Thet I am
not prepared to do in the wey the motion has been presented
by the Honourable l'r Bosszno is to give 2 blank chegue to
anybody to do whatever they like becesuse we &ll know that
there ere people under the cover of being Socizlist who ere
Communists and Anarchists. Ve all know who they ere ené they
hicde under the cover of Socialism but it is not Socialism it
is Communism end Anarchy and whet they don't want us to have
bere is a British 1nf;uence end vwhet nmy Honourable CoTIEQEue
wingers in Great Erltain end tne Socialists in Spein and the
Cormunists, if that were to heppen, by gum, they would sell
us down the river. Someone slse has said it better than ne,
¥r Speeker, that good leaders go' with the current of opinion’
of people, but it has also been seid that great leeders feel
the current and then do whet they think is right. I hesten
to add I do not consider myself either z good leader or a
great leader but I do consider myself to be & sincere sand an
honest person despite the silly and idiotic remarks from the
public gallery,

MR SPZAKER:

Order. You must not refer fo whatever happens in the public
gallery. .

N
N

HON MATJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANT:

¥r Spesker, part of the motion of the Honourable Nr Bossano
says "fight the closure in 1983". To me it is significant.
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Thy éién't ne pur fight the closure of the bockyeard. if he
puts "i1ight the closure of the Lochkysrda in 1963 to me it is
irplicit th&t he knows that he cannot stop the closure of
the Locsyaré. It is implicit by putting 1983 and thzst is
‘g“e rezlist part oi me which I will fight for. I will fight
gainst the closure of the Llockysrd, oi course 1 will, but
I knom that we ere not going to be successful. WwWhat we have
to fight 1or is for time, that is whét we have to fight Ior

end that is what we haven't been given. The Honourable Leader

of the Opposition put it very well today. He has been a
.reslist, Fight, yes, fight, but it we lose what then? It
“woulé De very irresponsible of any Government, of any elected
mexmber, if he aidn't have something in reserve behind him.
That is being a realist, XKy 1amily have served in the Dock-
yerc vetween ny grandfather, my father, my greatuncle eand
ny uncle something like 160 years of service to the British
Government, of very loysl service. In fzct, my grendfather
served for over LO years endéd he didn't miss one day, not one
gay. I do not coxe Ifrom & cgpitalist background, I zm not a
ricn fellow, ny father wes a Storehouseman in the Dockyard -
and my grandfether was an Asgistant Storehouseman, I am not
& capitazlist. I know what it is not to have money. There
have deen sllegastions made in some guarters that I do not
Xnow -what it is not to have money. I had to go to work
because my grandfather died and we lost his earnings. I
never had a bicyecle in my 1i The first bicyecle that
cene into my house wezs & b*CJcle we bought for my brother
vith zy esrnings. So let me not be desceribed in d&iiferent
pepers as & cepitalist. I Xnow whait it is to be without
mcrey. What is imporient today, ir Spezker, is that we are
united in a fight for our survival but- we must not lose sight
who our enemies are and I will not give a blenk chegque to the
Trzde Union mevement or to anyone to desircy the Gibraltear
that we love.

The House rscessed at 1.00 p.m.
~The House resumed. at 3.25 p;m.
HGH J BOSSAXNO:

Lr Spezker, I wish to propose the following smendment to the
zmencnent bvefore the House which seeks to restore the original
rmotion and I would like %0 explain wvhy. The smendment resads:
That the following words be addéed before the word ‘call' in
ne third line of the amendment. The words are: “Iully
endorses the decision by Dockysrd employces and the Trade
Union moverent in Gibraliar and the United Xingdom to oppose
the closure &nd”. The "and" I1s because it should have been
"there snd it isn't, lLr Speaker. In the amendmeni that we
heve before the Eouse the word ‘and' after the Tigures '1983'
is deleted &s well which reans that the motliocn would read:
¥in 1883 calls on the British Government to reconsider the

87.

decision,...". 1 @ sure thet wes neveyr intended. It is -
required for linguistic ressons it 'ior no other, The umena-
ment that I am proposing to the Eouse, lLr Spesker, I en
putting forwerd becsuse in saying I could not accept the
amenément that we have, what I cennot accept stout 1t is in
fzct whal it deletes znéd not what it sdds. Let me s&y that
I do nol see how one can ergue, ifor example, thst if we have
got a situation of industrisl strife in Gibrelter end that -
fails then what, without being required to spply the logic
of that .ergument to any mezsure that we tske. Cne could
equally say 1f we have represchitztive bodiles if we lobby
Parliament and & decision is s{ill no, then wvhat. That.
question is always there whatever we ere doing. I will be
quite candid with the House. 1 do not believe thetl what :is
being proposed in the amendment that we have, not in the one
Y am proposing, what is being proposed in the amendment is
really going to take us any further than the Chiefl Vinister
has already teken us in his. recent visit to London in the
sense thet when we are talking about a Gibralter view I think
the Gibraltar view which is the unacceptebility of the
decision snd the discontent at the way that the situation
hes been handled by the British Government and &t their lack
of flexibility, to the extent that that is the Gibralter view
I think that view has alresdy been put in no uncerizin terms
to the British Govermment by the Chief linister endéd therefore
to the extent that that is what a united Gibralter view can
put forward, I do not think there is any question thet that
hes already been done., .If we are telking sbout lobbying .
Parliament and 'so on, then certainly the British Government
is not, in my judgement, very likely to listen t¢ that sort
of pressure 1If that is all thet is happening. ‘I &o not .sesg,
therefore, the proposed emendment sg something in substiitution
of the actions that the Trade Union movernent may be teking

tut as an additional measure and I do not object tc it es-an
additional measure nor am I ageainsi teking part in it myself
as an edditional meassure, In seeking to restore what was
deleted from the original motion, I have taken into account
the objections that have been rsised to the moticn as it wes
phrased originglly end therefore I have replacpa the word
firight" by the word "oppose! becsuse as I mentioned, kr
Speaker, in my esrlier coniribution, there is no oues+1on

of industrisl zction requiring endorsement by the House, I
think the people who are employed in the Dockyerd if tomorrow
they are given a letter saying they ere rfoing to be nale
redundant in six months'- time, sre perfectly entitled to take
whatever industrisl ection they think £it or their Dnlon thinks
fit, I would not come to the House to seek an endorsement of
that action. upat the motion seeks, snd I thoughit n Was |
perfectly clear, was an endorsement of the decislon to Tighi
the.closure., If uhe word “fight' hes got coanotations which
ere unacceptable to other members in the House, and I do nob
think we should mince words on tnis issue, then in order to

be clear what we are talking about I am proposing that it
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d rezd Yoppose"” the closure rather then “fight" the

re end to meke it further clesr that I am not seeking
vel of industriszl zcticn in the House of tsgsexbly, I

ferring to the Trecde Union movement in Gibreltar and

the United@ Kingdom because in fact the Trade Union move-

Hrpomo
© o Hd

-irdastri =1 zction on this issue, what they zare e)DeCued to .
be doing, end whet they ere doing, is organising & publicity
carpaign within the Trade Union moverent to explein
Gibrzltar's case ané to seek support for 1t very much
although not quite zs limited but very much the sort of
exercise that the CPSA in the United Xingdom urndertook to

4o on behalf of their local membership when they were in

dispute with the 0D, they were locked out during six months,

the industrial action was taking plece in Gibrsltar and in
the United XKingdom there wes a propaganda exercise inside the
Traede Unlon movezment wheré up and down the country people

were being lobbied for support for the Gibraltarisns who were .

in &ispute, I think the Trade Union movement has undertaken
to be Going this, has underteken to carry out sn exercise of
reling repvresentztions to the Eritish Government on our

behalf, of lobbying Parliament on our behzlf, of seeking the
support of the TUC, Trades Council ané trade union branches.
in the ccuntry. That is the action the Trade Union movement

is going to be doing in the United Kingdom. In fact, that is

part of the opposition to the closure but the motion seeks
support for the decision to oppose the closure just like it
sought before suppcrt for the decision to fight the closure
because, in fact, it is not the sctual methods that are
adopted that need the approval of the House of Assembly, it
is the sentiment, the Gecision not to sccept that closure, -
1 think that has got to be clearly understood. With all

thet has Deen sald sgbout being used snd being made to be
anti-Eritish znd ell the rest of it, let us be clear sbout
one thing it is not that we are choosing to tzke on the
Eritish Government, it is a British Government decision,

not ours. We have not decided that we 4o not want =a
militery base in Gitreltar and we are going to kick the
Britishk: out a&s they have done in other colonies. The British
Goverrnment has decided that it no longer needs the Dockyard
and therefore they are pulling out - as simple as that. They

decided i1t in the full knowledge of the consequences because -
une conseguences were spelt ‘out to them before the decis1on

as taken, We now have to carry out an exercise at & .
.'nolitiCal level to get a public reaction agzinst that
decision but the people invelved in the Dockyard themselvvs,
and I think that needs to be clearly understood in this
Hcuse, it is no good, kr Spezker, il we just go along with
the notion that we can prevent this from bappening by
collecting sigrnatures, by sending letters to Lembers of
Perlierent, by sending a delegation to the House of Commons
and et the ssme time as we ere doing all that the process of
closure is zciually being implemented. That is certeinly not
on becsuse if they .start giving redundancy notices to people,
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if" they stert dencrceting o eree for the nevel bese &@nd an
aree for the commercial dockyarc, they stert bringing in
people to look &t thie place end, subnit tcnders, then ell those
moves will be resisted by the people whose cooperetiion is
required to implement thet, e cannot e¢xpect those people to
simply sit back end sllow all that to heopen whilst we sre
writing letters in the hope thut ithe mechinery thet is being
put in trein will somehow all be uncdone &t the end of the
éay. Thet is not on end thereifore I need to spell guite
cleazrly to ithe House to the extent that I see the envolvement
of the House of Assembly which in no wsy can be either a
curtailment of the freedom of action of the people sctuslly
employed snd actually under threst of redundancy nor am I
asking members of the House to say thst they will support
whatever action dockyard workers take., I am not ssying that. .
The origingl motion did not.say it and if it wes not clear
enough in the original motion then I bope it will be cleer
enough in the amendment I .em now prop051ng and that the

House will be able to accept this because thait would enable
the motion to be carried unanimously as I would then be able
to support the amendment proposed by the Chief Kinister.

Kr Speaker proposed the question in the terms'of the

" Honourable J Bossano's smendment to the amendment.

HON CHIXF MINISTER:

¥r 8peaker, I have not got the advaentage of the crowd down-
stairs to go .and tell them what is heppening here with the
note that I have been given just as 1 ceme in, Yy friend et
least had the benefit of an hour or two before he wes sble to

that but we can deel with this without the need of consul~ .

tetion downstairs. The Honourable lkember has made a remarx
vhich goes to the root of the difficulties one cen find in

. this amendment and that is that &1 along the line the Trade

Union movement may well or will opvose any studies that are
made, anybody that goes to finé out this or ithe other.

Wwhilst on the one hand we oppose the closing of the Dockysrd,
on the other hand we, the Governmenti, consider that we have
the responsibility of finding out what is going tc happen.

If all the Trade Union efforits fail, we in this House are
going to support, endorse, the action thet the Trade Union
movement is going to take ‘which could well be contrary to-the
action which the British Government, in consultetion with the
Gibreltar Government, consider it necessary to cerry out
certaih preventive measures or prepzratory messures. That is
the difficulty. It would have been essy, having regard to
the events this morning, to have said thait we reject this, we

. stick by ours, we heve got the majority, but that I do not

think is good either.’ Do I understand the Xover now to say
that on that basis he accepts the smendment and accepts the
deletion of the words in my amendment?
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Then in trying toc teke & view that will be as constructive
as possible but will leave the possibility of 2 consensus, I
heve an zmendment to this smendment. Recause we have
cbjection, and I have heé & word with the LeaGer of the
Opposition, bhecause we have objection to endorsing in advance
geny action thet the Unions cen take which may not be the
acticn which in the view of the Government is the right move,
I think the answer could be met by substituting thé first

we words of Yiully enéorses" in order that it should be
conscious of what the Dockyard workers sre doing, &nd .
substitute the words. "takes note of" the decision of Dock~-
yverd employees and ike Trade Union movement in Gibraliar

and the Unitedéd Kingdom to ovpose the closure. Note is taeken
of the Tact that that is what they are going to do. On that
basgis, of course, I would be guite prepared to accept the
acencdrent on behalf of this side of the House.

-vie cen do this in one of twe weys. We can have & short
recess s0 that we cen get a2 concensus motion or you must
move the amendment 'so that we can hear the amenément to

the zmendrment because otherwise we dc not hear the views
of Ur Eosszano. . ’ Co

HON CHIEF IINISTER:

ar as I am concermed if the Honoursble Lewber wanis time
t orsider it, then let us have a short recess, I have no
éifficulty. ’ '

YR SPEAXER:

So that your proposal now is that the amendment to the amend-
ment should be further smended by the deletion of the words
viully endorses' and the substitution therefor of the words
“tzkes note of". . . :

HOR CEIEF UHINISTER:

That I sm seying is thet the Honcursble Yember may want %o
think gbout it to see whether he accepis it., It 1s done in
s spirit of conciliation despite everything. It is done im
& spirit of trying to £ind a consensus view of the whole
.Bouse, otherwise I would be compelled to reject the amendment
and come back to the first amendment.

g e

CEEE RIS SRS

¥R SPEALBK:

Yes, but the only wey we are going to find out what kr Bosseno
ig going to Go is either by proposing the smendment to the
enendment or by recessing.

I'r opeszker proposed the question in ihe terms ol the
Bonoursble the Chiel Finister's smendment to the smendment
to the amendment.

HON P J ISOLA:

Perhaps I should say whet our view is-to .this zmrendment. I
would not like to get involved in a series -of smenduents
unless they arc going to be successful. I support the view
thet perhaps the Honoursbdble lir Eossang should tell us whether
he would go slong wilh that emendment becsuse otherwise it
would be better to take a straight vote and not find ourselves
with an smendment that we heven't really asked for, I think

we would go slong with that, I think this House cen guite

properly take note of the decision thet has been made Dy the
Doclyard employees, the Trade Union movement-in Gibrazltiar and
in the United Xingdom to oppose the closure. - I notice that

the United Kingdom has bcen brought in now, I don't know .
whether that means thet the United Kingdom Trade Union movement
was prepared to oppose the closure, but not to fight it now
that the mover is changing the word Ffrom "Iight" to “oppose".:

HON J BOSSANO: : : , B
Lr Spesker, I have explsined it alreedy but I will explain it
sgain if the Ninister will give vay. . p -
KON P J ISCLA:

Whet I am seying is that I don't know whether the United
Kingdom is being introducel now because the phraseology has

been changed, beceuse it was not in the Honourable lember's
original motion. ) : .

HON J BOSSANO:

.

T cen snswer, Kr Speaker; if he will give way.

"HON P J ISOLA:

I will give vay. ' ’ .
HOK J BOSSALO:

If he doesn't went sn answer then he cah keep on esking me ‘but
I cennot enswer because I am-not allowed. to enswer sitting
down. -.The reesson, as I mentioned when I moved the amendment,
wes that the word "fight® which I can tell the House thet as
far sz the news services in Gibraltar are concerned, whea
they reported the.matier at midday in Spenish, they used the
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word “oppose" ze being obviously synonymous with "iight',

so 85 1&r 2s I en concerreé, 1 sm putting the word “oppdse"
there =izmply to reet the o*jcctlon thet wes rzised originelly
sayirng that the reeson why the motion could not be sccepted
ras becsuse 1 wes esking this House to aporove industriel
zction. The reason why I have included the Trede Union
moverent in the United Xingdom is because the Trade Unicn
movement in the United Kingdom has committed to fight the
closure but has not committed itself <o tzking industrial
zction. I could have equally said the Trade Union movement
in Gitrezltar and-in the United Kingdom to fight the closure,
or the Trzde Union movement in Gibreltar alone to oppose the
closure. I have put those two things in in order to reasssure
Kembers that they are not committing themselves to being ia
Ievour of industrisl zction. That is & reason and that is
the reason I gave at the beginning, Lr Speaker. That is the
only rezson.

HCK 2 J IsOLA:

I see that. The only thing I was commenting on wes not in

- the change of phraseology but in the inclusion of another

party, the Trade Union in the United Kingdom, which wasn't

ln the original motion. I didn't know that hed any purticular
gnificance in this amendment.

“EON'CEIEF MINISTER:
It certeinly has more if we say that we "take note",

- BCR P J ISOLA:
Lnyway, es far ss the zpendment goes I think we would go °
~along with it if the Honourable lember accepted ithe smendment
prcposed by the Honourable and Leerned Chief Linister that
this House is taking note of the decision of Dockyard employeées
enéd the Trade Union movement to oppose the closure because

that is not inconsistent with the view that we are putting
forward that we should have .consultations., If the Honourable
Lember then accepts the rest of the motion, which is calling
on the Eritish Government to reconsider the decision and
rescives to take steps in consultetion with everybody then,
perhaps, we could achieve whet I think a2ll llembers of this
Eouse would wznt and I think all the people of Gibrazltar would
want, a Gibrzltzr view. Wwhen I talk of a Gibreltar view, I

zm rot Jjust talking, ¥Xr 3pesker, znd that must be obvious to
the Ecnourzble lr Bossano, I am not just talking of =&
Gibrezlter view of how "e regard the thing, do we oppose or

éo we not., when I am talking of & Gibraltar view, I am talking
of 2 view of what our pollcy is and how we are going to
implement it. I wouléd hope that if the Honourable liember is
‘suproriing this armerdment that has been suggested by the
" Honoureble and Lesrned the Chief Ministeéer and supported by this
Kouse end accepis the amendment that is now being put,under
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which tlie Eouse tzkes note of the decision of the Lockyaré
employees and the Frude Union movement, I an hopeiul thsat

if thet is ihe case thet could be & step in the right
direction of'. everybody discussing with cach other what

should be done in the circumstances. In those circunstences,
we vould support the amendment proposeé by the Chiel linister
to the smendment proposed by the Honourable Lr Lossano, and
the whole amendment afterwerds end I hope in the end we all
know what we have done. Thank you, Kr Speasker.

HONIl J BOSSARO: . _ .

. Er Spesker, let me.say that the motion thst I broucht to the

House wes & motion Gesigned to get support for the decision
to oppose the closure or to Tight the closure, support for
thst decision, . It is quite cleasr thet the House is not
willing to state clearly zné categorically that it supports
the decision but that it notes the decision. I think the
House has got no choice but to note the decision. GQuite
frankly, I do not see how we in this House of Assembly can
ignore what is going on outside end I think it would have

to note if there was a generel strike in Gibrsltsr. It .
wouldn't neceSaarlly have to ensorse it but it would certainly.
have to note it If thst is as fer es Kewbers are prepared
to go, then I “111 accept the smendment rather then find my-
self voting sgainst whait I sssume to be an zttempt to be
constructive in the originel smendment that we zre discussing.
I have made it absolutely clear thst my opposition to the
original amenément stems not from vwhet is being zdded but
from what is being deleted and that is why I cannot support

~it becazuse I cennot support the deletion of sll the words

after “4983". It is becesuse I would rsther not vote on a
motion that calls on the British Government to reconsider

the decision and because I am prepared to perticipete in any
attempt to persuade the Government to sltier the decision thei
I am prepared to sccept the proposal thst the House should
note what the Unions are going to do but I have to make 1t sbso-
lutely clear what the GSLP line is on the question of looking
at slternatives, that it is not our responsibility to fina
en alternstive to a situation created by the British Govern~
ment, firstly, and, secondly, thet it is not feasible 1o
flghu alternstives to running the economy of Gibraltar on
the basis of hsving to deal with the Gibralter economy in
bits and pieces. I think it goes to the very root of
Gibraltar's constitutionel position and-to the very root of
Gibraltar being a colony and the responsibility for the
economic management of Gibrelter. Thaet is our political
stand on the specific action that the Trasde Union moverment
will take to defend.its members' interests, the House fully
well knows that I shall have and my perty shall hzve no
problem in giving political endorsement to that sgction and
defending thet action st & political level., If the other
¥embers can only noie that it is happening, well, no cdoubt
they will have lots of things 10 note from now on.
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HCR CEIEF LINISTZK:

I ac g¢laé that. the hcnuuxable liember has sccepted uh¢$
sméndéLent 1o nls amendment because by my amendment this
morning I éién't want it to be thought, or rather it wes
never interdcd by ihe azendrent, in fect, the Trede Unions
are rentioneé there, end I &m grateciul to some extent to .
ihe first part or rather the motion subject to the amendment
I heve rede becsuse it puts the picture of the situstion
guite clearly becsuse as I see it now, insofar as we are
concerned, no doubt the originzl motion will be voted end
sc on but &3 far as we zre& concerned now, the motion will -
recd: "This House condemns the proposed closure of H

zval Lockyerd in 1983, takes note of the decision of the
Lockyerd exmployeces end the Trede Union movement in
Givrzlter and in the United Xingdom to oppose the closure
znd cells on the British Government to reconsider that
decision &rd resolves to take steps in consultation with

the Trade Unions, the main representstive bodies znd
Gibrezliter friends in Parliamcnt, to persuade the British.
Goverrnment to alier that decision", That seems to me an
exinently sulitable form of expressing the concern,. taking .
note of what the Union is doing without necessarily involving
the House of Assembly in anticipation, which in sny case it

is stated is not the intention, and we could have a consensus

view,

kr Spesker then put the question which was resolved in the
affircstive snd the amendment to the amendrent to the amend-

rent wzs accordingly carrieu.

Kk SPEARER:

The guestion which is Dbefore the House now is the amendment
&s moved by the Eonourable Lr Bossano, which reads: “Tekes
note of the cecision by Dockyerd employses and the Trade
Union movement in Gibraltar snd the United Kingdom to oppose
the closure, and”,

Er Speazker then put the question .in the terms of the
Honoursble J Eosseno's amendment to the asmendment, as, amended,
which wes resolved in the affirmative and the amendment to
the srendrent, ss amended, was sccordingly carried.

KR SPLIRER:

. The question before the House now is that the original .
motion &s moved by the Eonourable kr Bosszno should be
amenéed by the deletion of &ll the words after "{1983" and
the subsiitution therefor of the folloaing. Ytekes note
of the.decision of bockyaru employees and the Trade Union

,move”ent in Gibreltar and in. the United Kingdom to oppose

the closure and calls on the British Government %o reconsider |

thet decision sné resolves to tike sleps, in consuliction
with the Trede Unions, the main representziive bodies end
Gibreltsr's iriends in Pariisment, to persusde the Eriuzsh
Government to alter that decision',

HON VAJOR b J PzLIL

hr spesker, you know betiter than I do that we elwsys start

‘our sessions here with a prayer end I slweys rememnber one

bit of that preyer which says: "send down thy Eesvenly
wisdom Irom agbove'. I heve the feeling thet this wisdom

hes somehow come to this House on this occasion &t the most
appropriate time. I was &ure, when my Honouradble rFriend
introduced the motion to stert with, that evenituelly, in the -
wey thal we elways do, very forcefully st the beginning, .
gradually listening to the erguments from the other side and

.Irom sll guarters and accepting that in g true democrecy one

can always say: "I amy be wrong" and no one hes any right to
look down upon that man becsuse by accepting thet perheaps he
wes not sbsolutely right or that perhsps he wes not projecting
the view of the majority of the House end of Gibreltar zs a
whole, he should somehow find a compromise. ~Inno way, in no
way, must a person who has got the greatness to sccept that,
Teel dJefeat because that is not defeat, that is success, in
that it is obvicus that in this particular issue which:
afTects Gilbraltar so very seriously, that this is the tine
when people must, somehow, give wey from any strong views
that they mesy heve and accepl thet it is ounly by consensus,
by total agreement, thet we can cerry weight in .other
Querters. I, for one, am cxtremely happy that this has come
ebout. I have been awey Irom the Houce because I was .
recording a political brosadcast end there 1-5aid that it was
very essential that the whole of Gibralisr should

rzlly behind the Government on this most inportant Lssue
which is effecting us todey. Recrirminations, accusaztions or
anything else like thet is not going to help in any wey. The
wisdom, either from above or from within us or whichever way
we want to teke it end a good seuse of humour, wisdom and -
humour, are the two most esseéntial factors of democracy.
This, I think, we sew here todey earlier in this House not-

- withstanding there were very itense moments, a lsugh could

easily come about &t the end snd this is the true sign of
¢emocracy. It-is thet sense of humour.that won Britein ihe
last war and it is that sense of humour, I thvnl thet we
must clweys keep in this House 1f eventuslly we are goling to
defuseé the situsztion and errive at the right conclusions. It
is interesting that as. I was going down lain Street after our
lunch bresk, I cazme across a number of people who were Gown
stairs and they all told me that théy had not gone there in
any way to pressurise anybody but in fact to show support for
the matter not necessarily the motion but the mattér thet wes
being discussed in this House. I am so glad, lr Speaker, that
this is in fact what is happening here today. iie can loock

.96.



ahezd, lLr Sperker, to & gooc¢, strong, united front in
Gibrziter which ;ollo.s, I think, the call oi my Honoursble
Friené onc .Leszcer of my Party, lir reter Isola, who has elways

. been sezying ior a long tine mow, .that on this issue 1t is &
guestion firet of &ll of resisting eny closure es a united
iront en¢, sécondély, 1f there has 1o be & change the chenge
Lee fot Lo ccme wbout in 8 vway that will guarantee s it goes
alorg ihe econcmic position of Gibraltar now znd for the

- future. 1 think this is the approach that the Government has
teken zné this is the sdprozch that we must ell tske &nd this
is the rmatter thet the Union has got to take into consiceration.
As I see it, lr Speszker, thé closure of the Dockyerd is going
o afiect us in three ways - economically, which mezns our
stanceard of 1ivirlg, otut econonmically, too, it is going to
fi'ect our national security and &lso our personal security.

I can unéerstend the Unions being extremely concerned sbout
the first one - the standerd of living. They have got 10 see -
it in that way, that is their mesin objective, that is what
they heve been created for, to defend the position of the
worker end -to defend their stendard of living.and no one can
gey thet s far as I am concerneé I heve not always supported
znd z€zired the Unions in that respect. They know it, I
pizyeé 2 small but efiective pert in the CP3A dispute. I made.
" sure that revresentatives from England came over to Gibraltar
and supported them. "'The Union elso know very well how much I
zgreea enG supported the question of parity. If now I see

the situztion in the szme way but I believe that their part

is one side of the problem which is pérhaps essentizlly and
primarily the guéstion of the standaré of living, the question
of a job, we in the House have got to see it in the light of
personzl security and national security. .In no way can we
give azway our nstional security or the personal security for
the sake of standeréds of living. I am sure that if it came to
the crunch and you asked individuals: “Wwhat do you prefer,
your sitandsré of living or your personal security?" I have
no doubt thet the answer will be: Y.y personal security and
the personal security of my femily and the nationsl security
comes first'. DBecause if that is not so they are not really
Givreltarians because in & war, 1f you have to fight an enemy,
éo you think of your standard of living, of course not. It

" will have to go by the weyside because the first thing is
-defence, deience of your people end of your country and this
is the way we heve got to see this. Our immediste and first
object is the cefence of Gibralter and its people. Of course,
we rmust not forget the stanéerd of living which we are not
forgetting and which we do not want to forget and vwhich-is
not justified that it should be dGestroyed in the way that I
‘er-zfreid the closure ol the Dockyerd will do. " Lr Spezker,

. the Tredes Council of Gibralter in this.very good and to the
point leaflet that has come out, .sets out very clearly the .’
serious-effects thet this will have on Gibralter I am sorry
that the consequences of this have not been brouéht to our
notice earlier in the way that the Trades Council have dens

* .
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it tocay becsuse we see here not just in e form of ineginstive

“thinking but with fipgures, whet the position is. I hope thst

the Tredes Council of Gibraltsr cen somehow edd something to:
this &nd sena it to a2ll the lembers of Psrliament and to sll
the Yembers of the louse of Lords becesuse I know thst ithey do
not fully reelise-what this means to Cibralter.. They sre
used to heer: "we close Chsthen, we portly close Fortsnouth™.
It Goes mot strike them what this wouléd bring to  Gibreltar.
If closing a dockysrd in England meent the end of the United
Kingdom would they teske it -the senme UayV Beczuse that is
what it means to Givrslter, but they éon 't reslise it and
this has got to be driven home. You must reslise that these
things are done by a Depertment. It is the Ministry of
Tefence who hss been told: "Somehow, you hsve got to change.
the whole policy ana in changing the whole policy everything
goes by the weyside'". The Civil Servant who is given that
brief has got to go aheau end do it. I¥ they want’

to effect cuts in the Navy they want to have their rum and
drink it and they could not care less szbout enything else
end this is the way they are looking at Gibraltsr, they want
to have their rum and drink it. They want to keep the bese
but they could not care two hoots sbout the Lockyerd. That
is not the wey thst we can see this because the base is
important and we want the base to.be here but a2t the sare:
time those who support the base somehow must be kept alive
end the people must be kept as & people and if this is not

" @one it is obvious that people will have to think end wonder

whether there is an ulterior motive becasuse no sensible

epproach to this problen would be taken in the wey that is

being done, without notice, without consulting the Government,

so roughly done, no considerations for the feeling of the Gibrahmr
rlans, no public relations to ensurc and show what the {uUture

is going to be for Gibrsltar. VWe do not even know what the

study of the Dockysrd and the conseguences to Gibraltar are.

This is why I say I em so pleased ithst the Trade Unions

obviously with fascts and figures hsve produced this lecilet
because now we have something concrete that can be shown to
people, these are the facts. Before we did not know the factis,
all we are told is that everythlng is going to be alright,

We cannot accept that position and thls House daes not accept
that position and quite rightly we don't snd the Chief Ninister
has got ell the support from us, and 1 think of the whole of-
Gibraltsr, to meke sure that that position is not accepted but
whilst we talk here do you think that this filters tbrough to
people who should know, of course not. We do not realise thet
there’ eare over 600 liembers of Psrlisment and it is not so
easy for them, they have thelr own problems in their own
constituencies, they have their owvn unemployment which is
costing them votes. Gibraltar does not cost them any votes,
it is wonderiful, in fact, it is sadmirable that those men who

- have got problems in tnelr own constituencies which sré much

greater and much closer to them than ours and yet they have
the time to think about us and fight for us and even give up
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citions withir. their .own Government Teczuse ol phis, becauEe
re ere Lezters of rarlicment vwlo becsuse thcylnuvg sunported
rolter cul Lever ever expect to be Minicters in the
-servetive Government, So when some people sturti t&l%lng
cut Eritain letting us down I think they are very mistaken
enc they Lave got to be very cereiul beilcre they_say that
Leczuse that is not the cese. Eritzin is nol & depariment
of Government end there sre grest Iights yiihin th Pepartments
of Goverrment, there are grest.iights . inside the-bablnep, you
hear zoout the "wets" who literslly are thrown out of tqe*
Government. IS the Covermment, by throwing 2 man qut of upe
Cskbinet, being anti~British to & br@tisher? ko, of cogrse a
not, that is part ol the whole intrlgate way‘oi democracy &an
we heve got to see it in that way &nd pot suffer from an-
irteriority complex end say theat Britgln does not wgnt us any
rore, that is not so. If we have good public relations in
the United kingdom we will see tremendous suppori f?om phe
Eouse of Commons znd we have got to do it. Ve axdilt with
the Nztiorality Bill and it proved a grezt rcsoun@lng success.
Le best the Eritish Government, we beat Nargaret ihaﬁcher and
" that is guiie an achievement. I can tell_you_one thln%,‘too,
I think she is a spori in that respect and I do not tblnk she
has it zgeinst us becesuse oi that. On the coptrary, 1? any-
thing, she will admire us 2ll thet more but wheat we hgve to
be careful is to use our heads snd not our feet on th1§ .
oceasion. If anybody is going to take any form of action
they have got to thirnk it through, If at the end qf the day
this does not work, what do I do next? Do wg_al} aqpp‘oygr
the cliff? Is it nihilism thal we are preachiug? .19afm}§ not
what we went, that is not going to prlng_the security that I
said before and I am sure that in that s;tuation t@e people
of Gibraltar would rather accept a }owe?lng of their sta?gara
of living rather then their own extinction because che§w1§e
we are going to do curselves to ggrsigviz Zhazr§h§*5§zn ards
Lav ucceeded in doing in siXteen years i -t -
gzzgigogngufozlish to act En that way. Therffore, Ir Spesker,
rot tecause we have to think a plan through to phe end dzes
it mezn that we need be any weaker at the start. In faili w;
can .even be stronger because waen you‘know what youf*fa gﬁg
positions are then you know exactly what ygu are;do;“gi ) 8
is not something that you cen ac@ passignauely on. P§§s;on
is 21l very well bui whet we need here is gefve"morg han
passion so that if the situetion get§ Worse’d§ are in at ]
resilient position to be sble to @olc it and we*have ggl to
get the people ol CGibraltsar to uncerstand_what uhs.prothem to
is, to nave fzith in those who are now going tg_gulae t}em
“victory end to sct in the way thet they.are to%a that 1&e¥d
should and &t the same time .the Gover-r_:ment as J..t has already
done in this motion has got to try ana get as weﬁbavg-ggg:
tefore, the cooperation znd the advice of the Trsa? nlhavé
we must be prepared to listen 1o vhat the Trgde 2f3p§
got to say. I am sure that there zre lots oI goo ‘bnligsdo
that they cen’ do and when we knoy what they arelgoin% e
we cen give them full supgort.~ what I, as an e ecue. o
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of Gibralter, elected here by the pcople tenerally, cunnot do
is give & blsnk chegue 10 enyboby seying that 1 will support
yeu in whatlcver you mey do. That I canlot e tecsusne tret
woull be the abdicetion, Lr Speszker, of ny resporsitility ond
I have no right to do it becsuse thet is not what the people
seid. They Gic not vote Pob Pelize to the Ecuse of AUBERT1lY
1o pess on the trust they put in me to wnyiocéy I likec. 1
might as well go end pass it ou to Celvo Solelo end iet hiw
o whet he likes but thet is not whet the people scic. There-
T'ore, my Honoureble ¥riend in his motion uniortunstely went
too far but luckily through the discussion which is reant to
teke place in this House, now,we have got something thet I am
sure will produce a urited front, s Gibrelterisn view that
my iriends spoke of earlier today. The Gibrsltarien view, Y¥r .
Spezker, that the Government has got to take. ue cannot wait
now, the clock is ticking snd you can see that whoever wants
to put this into motion is moving very fast snd ol course
they ere moving very fast because they went to get it out of
the way ss quickly a&s possible. Becsusec once the thing is
done, once you scrsmble the eLEs, kr Spewlier, you cennot
unscramble them and these boys sre eaperts &t scrambling .
epgs end. they are doing it very fast so we hizve got to be
very csreful that the scrambling doesn't teke plece. There-
fore, I think the Chief Ninister must urgently csll all the
representative bodies of, Gibralisr and urgently produce a
Plen of action. I thinx the Chief Ninister sald very rightly
this morning that we cannot tell the Unions what do éo, of
course not, and they will probebly be sble to take zction on
their own. They heve &nd they will snd no one is going to ]
stop them. They may be told to be csreful and not to go too
far that what they are doing may be counter productive and
that instead of having e friend they may have an enemry in a
very important place. Spitting in somebody's face if what
you are going to get back is a Jolly good punch in ihe nose

. with & lot of blood coming out of it, I think is = very stupid’

thing to do. If you have not got common sense of course . you
may do all sorts of stupid things but the thing is thot in
this instance it is the whole of Gibreltar that is going to
suffer, and this is why vwe have got to be very careful, this

is why we have got to be so responsible, kr Speaker, in our
approach. I think this united front led by the Chief Ninister
with the full support of this House ahd the full suppori of:
everybody in Gibraltar I have no doubt gives him tremencous
strength. He is now spesking with the voice of Gibraliusr and
carrying with him a Gibreltarian view. Thig must be msde known
in Britain ss soon as possible. e heve got to get the lembers
of Perliament of all parties. Wwhen I go to England snd speal
to members. of different politicel parties I do not identify
myself with any of them, it is not productive for us to Go so.
I may have my own personal views which in fact may chenge with
events but one thing I do is I keep all the time with all the
pariies, whoever. they may be, to gain as much support as I

can, Afier all, Churchill said in the last war at one poiné

VAT necessery I shall pect with the devil®. iie heve to pact

with the devil if necessary to win so whatever the personel
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Political views of snybody in this House may be," as fsr as

Citriltier iv concerned

he hes. got to lorget about them with

regaré to.the United hirngaom beceause tha

re to.tke U rdr; , bec t . 1s not going -

2?%?; ai’fé""?pyi"m},‘ As Tar ez this_ bettle is. concerzgledngo::o

Sier ltar, cio;og}; should not. play & part. ¥%hat-we have to
ght ior is for our hoke€lung,.for:our people,.end this I..-

thini
that new sonethir cén

people’together &nd. if,

(Cen Go with grest success., -Nr- Speeker, I am- glad

be, done both-here in Gidbreltar to' rally -

Ergland. and. alX. I :ask the Chief Einister -

to do 18 not to waste. much time ebout this because the time is

not there to be wasted, .

EON“CHIEF 1INISTER:

Ir Speaker, the tension has subsided and I think wé'-.have't;o

1ear'n’e good lesson of
Iuture.  Certainly,..i
that this H W

not prepz

I Cor

Ser, ait
gbout many ¢
Eouse of’'C

PY:

ed Hrreng

the events of this morning for the

ne . thing tes .come iout' clear end % i

2 thing, .C. 3 , ; hat "is
I%gn,%x}tgp conally-oriunintentionally; is
timldated by anyoody: from carrying cut its
! gé .g;}eaigl%;xg. Sie are not in-the position
_O§§y_¢;p¢o iy e gu_s,gncs of people.cen go inté
the. thousands, of, @,r’gblé.?'ms vthet g0 beloré the . -

Ble vt

Parliement is quietly ‘telking -

Fferent parts. of the .-

n ¢the .Xobby, the XP's '\
heir: constituehts’ snd:
.very.-specislieffect 80, -
empted::to- be:cerried: out -

IDPY, one.. - Anyhow, let-us.at:ileast Tesrn -
is,,people mey have they should: bgsgx;ze'zgged'z
certainly in such: & way:that the voices:
2 entatives whilst in Gebate.cin be heard: -
2y bigh, owered loudspeskers. .With regsrd to the-
tha  Lidnoursble and Gsllant Kajor hes.Justuo: .
I would di::g tgoigelid hi.xp‘ithat Dbefore I ceme-to this::
AN lg€d With the Adninistrative ; 56
-& prelirinary meeting of evérybody Lfon-Tue'sdassregxt‘e;agyczgcﬁ?ﬁ'-" ‘

make them “eware of  tihé& prodled,snd send them away to ‘think jend

* then'we will have
thet ‘beforé I cime
felt, as the Hoho
we must ndt. lose
ve had 1o havVe a p
peoplé concériied; an

Gsllant Lemwber. which,

nger working -meeting subseguently. ;I .did-

> tﬁh‘i_sgjzo‘use,. -on ny way dovm‘:-beeagse' ‘I o
1§ Lember who, hes just spoken 'szid, that. .
m;t,_na'}ry'; meeting Af . only -to. involve the
et
core back agsin. - Cneioth
. ) it ; didn "t mnderstand -but X think I

mention because I, don't .want. it to. bergiven a wrbng impgggg;o:i?' '

-that..despite the holidays :and so: on,’

hem .go- away.end think .about it and
TR IBV S v 2 O t and
point: thet was rsised by the - ... .-

Ee seid’ that. our, nationsl. security could be-affected. Viell, I

hope he.digh't. meen
.by .the,closure.of thé
Givrasltar is concermed.

Yiat the national: security would:be -affected
Dockyard insofar as the security 0:?‘ ected
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HON LASOk K J PzLIZA:

of course not.’ I wes thinking that obviously Gitriltier
has got to keep body enu soul together end if there is
nothing coming trom the normal industries thst would keep us
with a closea froutler, ihen we mey heve to look that vey.
-Since the Lisbon Agreenent only ssys ihey will suspend the
restrictions, once. we get gcared to that &nd they clamp dovn
apain we are very much at & loss. This is whet I seid.

Lio,

" BEON CHIEXF RINISTER:

curity is weskened if the econcmy is

] becsuse it is not often uncerstood
that. the closing of the Dockyaré, or the proposed closure of
the Dockyard which we are goihg to resist, is one thing &and
the Neval Base is another. The Neval Base will continue to
employ. people, will continue to supply ships and will continue

. te be of importsnce strategically beczuse.1LATO ships will
continue to call. The differcnce is thet ol course the other
one, which is the more labour intensive purts, is the one ihat
is proposed to be closed. Kr speeker, &s the Gzllent l.erver
has said, we:norzally try, that I think is the best echigverment
of this House, to find a conschsus beceuse what happens in
moments of excltement is importent {or people to tuKe note
but; what remeins on the record and the motlon that we pass
with all the Members supporting it, tells more later on than
the squabbles .that we can have at certain times. -I think'l
would like to. finish up by szying that there is nobody in |
this House, whoever he msy be and whetever his standing msy be
who has_the monopoly to spesk for the welfare of.the people of
Gibraltar. The moncpoly to spesk for the welfare of the people
s of Gibraltar'ié,divided-amongst fifteen meobers. .Thank you.

Lr Speaker then put the question.which wss resolved in the
. affirmative snd the Honourable the Chief liinister's smendrmenent,

as asmended,. was accordingly carried.

1 accept; that the se
weakened. I say thet

SR SPEAKER:
Nowwwe‘h!a"ve the original motion, as' emended.

HON ¥.X JEATEERSTONE:
dments end it now seems that we
nzl motion, as smended,

I must sey, 8irn, thsat
come sbout. Gibralter -

Sir, we heve had three anen

have come bsck 10 what you call the origl

vhich, is going to be péssed unsnimously.
I am very heppy.that this situsilion has

has,gone through,.in its iong history, several periods of

* @ifficulty but. perhaps it might mnot Pe unreasonable to say
that the-present situation is one of the most crucisl it has
ever gone through since the 1ivelihood of Gibralter is very -

much at stake end at a timé like this it is sbsolutely

<
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ecsentlisl that we hoeve unity of surpose.  kut unity, sir, is
scmething whick, in ny ouinion, rust ersnste from this House.

It rust not te¢ started up by any outside movenent, sny out- i
sice.mirority politicel pariy, whether they consider them&elves
rro~Gitrzltarien or, perhups, pseudo pIO—oDdrlbh. Lor nmust~
;un;ty be ' c*cta»cd by nhut go~e people might ¢all an 1nc1r1ent -

: % ouse.” Urity must come cnd muat .
\eraticnu ‘of this, House,' Geliberztions-
thoat any Guress &s¥d with @ll the' oppore &
ztic process ror the hembers to enjoy.
sEwW. one pos~cr this morning vhich ssaid that™lLrs
ibrzlter.  Wwell, I would not say
1braltar but there are many peonle

con" haveuto 1ive with her phy51cally ve have +to 1
-~ her pclicies and it does .seem that her policy, “vhether we:
Aikxe it or not, eventually is going.to be a closure of” the L
Tockyazré, This is soxething, I think, that we w111 “have 1o
zccept and realise with all the dif ficulties it 'mey’ bring .
but what we heve to do at the moment is not-accept her R
éreatie ruling thzt it has to close in 1983, we have*to.say

ené we have to.fight'es strongly sas possible,’ th -t Jh closure -
should be delayed. It does appear that If it 3 :
21l that I would think that perheps by 1995,
mey not be quite so essential bteceuse:” suriace
.be -there. But one of ‘the essentiels, end i’
i5 & possibility. from what Lord Cerrington’ ha
cay be the po sib llty of move ent by the'

Par‘iehent anc of course the Trade Unlon movemen
Britein, to help us, 1f there must be & closure,‘

see time we mast 83y to the United Lingdom- you ‘ar
determined on this closure, then of course you mist-giv
some viable alternative" By a visable alternatlve, I mean
an alternative which vill maintein the level .of employment,’
reintain the level of wsges., Ve don t went. a breadline
elternztive.. Ve, ch .our part, are doing as ‘mueh “as we cahito
find our own sltermztives. I don t think we ape wrong at allv
to look for possible alternatives, ‘one of them;” nossably, .
cosmercialisetion :of: the Dockyara.but we are also, and we are’
going to have = cornsiultancy: going $0" look ~other ways-4in : - .
L.ich the eccnomy ofi:Gibraltzr can be boosted *'one of “the R
LaJS which we :are alpeady’ worzlng to, &nd. Irom which we-have :.
hzé good results up to now, is to turn’ Gibraltar dnfo & v
finznce centre. I wes priviledgea to hear a” gentleman who 18 
interested in Gibraltar being & finénce centre, speak the’ :
other dzy and he gave some of the reasons why“Gibraltar'is
chosen by finence companies as'& possible rinance “centre. One
of the most important factors that he’ brought out was that we -
have here a responsible Government and we have political
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: Irom . £00d democratic principles-as shown by’ this House., 1

-approve, one must do.more then .just rep &table ‘or mnod. I

-when it is popular.:

" believe that as elected: representatives’ of“the peop“e of”

security. This is something thel we huve been very proud o:
up to now znu something we musl preserve k23 all. Couts. . - This
is something which not -all countries have. - Anothcr 1‘n¢xcc )
centre, Bermuds,. came under aevere dol some little tine- ago Con
end-quite a.lot o1 people who' here hiliing to’ invest. there
¢eccided not to continue:in thet erews: beccuge ‘of political ;
instebility. One. of' the things-thet we must hsave, in. Gibrultar.
is. strong political stability and obvionsly thai can’ ez&ngte

don't want to lebour the’ point, Sir{ but™ “there is someuhere in’
some neople s opinions, that Britain does~not owe us & Iiv1ng._
Thiat mey be so, Sir, she may not owe us a living but. she -Goes
not owe us a dying either. s T

HOKN A.T LODDO:
Lr bpehker, there comes a time uhen to ucnote, sccept or

believe tnere comes ‘a time when every men- musi’
be counted.

‘stong up and
It is often &ll too ecasy to*ride with the tiae‘
1t is just es eesy, but ‘obviously not’

as pleasant to bow to intimidsting pressure end also rldel
with the tide. .. I believe that such a-time is now, I also .

Gibraltar, we should all “today stend up end” ssy’ ourpiece,
make ouyr.contribution whether it is e long’ ‘one or ‘g short C
one but mekerour. contribution so:asto- leave;Her lajesty 8 .
Government in. no. doubtratiallsas tathe’ unsm A

on this grest problem which we<ere faced? wi
on a-previous occasion- that’ the problem vhich
and: it: is one of survzval,)no more-and no- less
that-is.not of:our own making* and* therefor
offer solutions to this problemj it Is dpitorih
Government- to offer the'solut¥on. “But it is Hot
to say the.Dockyard cannot close because the
close. 0Oh, yes, it c¢én’close.’ The* questionh
close what is Her uajesty's~Governmen ng.
I believe that it is up to-Her:-Lajesty
us possible solutions should %he Locky

e’face today,
‘Is’ u_problem

are to have any meaning, ir their pledge tO{ uppo’tvanc sustain
has to have any meaning, Her Kajesty's Goverrnment must ensure

that Gibraltiar remains viable otherwise the pledge of support
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&rnc susiain could very well become one oi purport to susteain,
Leving szié this, !r opetxer, I would humbly ask the Louse to
Ioreg o eny scrimony anc ior the -goold of z1ll Gibraltar which I
& sure we zll heve at heart, that we unite for ours is a
-comr.on cazuse gnd united we will stend, civided we will
certeinly fall, I wes going to say thet we shoulé show
_s0licerity tut unuer the present circumstsnces I don't think
it woulé be en-ept woré To use. But, certainly, I can use the
word "unite" and I hope that when we leave tonxght it will be
& united Bouse for & common cause. Thank you, kr Spesker.

HGX A J EAYRES:

Yr Spezker, I nOUlC like to meke z short ceontribution. It is
“& point which I don't think has been mentioned till-now and
that is the metter of Eritish Lationslity. I think that the
Tzct thet the British Iiationality Bill is safely behind us and
1o cur benefit in favour, is something which we must not for--.
get ané from which we must texe strength. If we had not won
trLat particuler bettle how much more despondent would the
feeling be in Gibrultzr today not only because we would feel
rore suspicilous, more threztened, but also because we would
be fzced with the implacable znd irreversible side of Eer
Taﬁcsty s Government. Yet the fact that we won the Lctlonallty
£ill issue means not only that we have = new status, & new
pride in our citizenship, but it also means that we have seen
ané we Lnow how to reverse even the decisions of Her Lajesty's
Government, I am sure one may say that however important end
ho«cver Cear to most of us the issue cof the nationality was,
it carmot bte compared with the issue of the Lockyard. I would
zgree thet one is & fight of prirciple and the other of
economics but the way, the pattern of the fight, will be
identicel to that adopted in the matter of nationzlity and in
thet one I will remindg the House we won as a result ol & united
House, as a result of delegeticns from this House going to
Lornédon and I think, when the time cones, -we should consider
sending an even larger delegation to London than we sent for
the Latiorslity Bill end, if necessary, all fifteen liembers of
this FXouse shoulé go to London, As I say, lLr Speaker, the
pattern of that struggle was first and foremost a Gibresltar
view, & united Gibreltar, and this was epitomised in the
leaders who collected together and {ormed the policy end in
ihe petltlon which wes signed generally throughout Gibrsltar -
enc grreq with that our iriends in Parlizment commenced the
attle. We zll know ithe variocus stages that went through
Ad.we 211 know now resounding the victory wes in the House
" Lorés Fﬂd how tne effect of that victory actually under-
zlnec fer gjes»y Goverrnent’s opinion and confidence in
her ability to win even the next stage in the Commons. With
those friends, fresh from our last battle, satisfied of the |
victory they last achieved for us, these same people will
tzxe up ‘the struggle on our behalf but only if we do two
things. Oﬁe, we provide & united front and in this united,
frent I don't think it is the role of the Trade Unions to
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pley 1ihe leed, and they shoulé bte pubscrvient to the house of
Asgenbly, end I would enjgorse ny collezguc's remerks thet the
Eonourasble l'ember's motion went & bit too fer, o not only
nust we hsve the unity of the House end the people, we rCust
&lso heve & re-affirmetion of our conviction ana teith in the
Eritish Perlisment. I know my friend probsbly csunot extend
that to the British Government but he should meke clesr that
he extends it to the Lritish Ferliement becesuse though the
Eritish Parlisment may not Conbist_oi individusls all to the
liking of the Honolrable lemver end, certsinly, people like
¥rznk Hooley ére not populer i;gures in Givreltsr, the fact
remains that the individuals of the Perlizment heve showvn .
their support for us and il we plen s cempaign similer to the
one that we sdopted on the Nationelity issue, we will succeed,
I am confident of that. Eut we must show our Isith in the
Eritish Government even when the going is difficult otherwise
our friends in Psrliasment will not be- uble to rally the support.
that will be needed. If there is no conviction in their cry to
the Government for a better desl, then we will not succeed and,
therefore, I would call on those of little faith like the
Honourable kr Bossano who showed little feith at the time of
the Netionality Bill, to listen to our ‘friends and to my
colleague, lajor Del‘iza, and to accept a united policy.

LR SPEAKER.

I will now call on the Honourable Fr Bossano to’ reply to the
motion.
-

HON J BOS3AL:O:

Yes, Nr Spesker, it is s 1lot to reply to and I shall try &nd’
take the advice ‘of the Honoursble kr Loddo and keep acrimony

" out of what I have to say despite the fzct that I am in en

advantegeous position of following all the other llembers at
the moment and having my beck covered since I cannot be
followed any more by anybody else. I don't ihink one should
mislead oneselfl, Ir Speasker, and therefore let us be clezr o
the extent that I am supporting the smended motion snd the
reasons -why I am doing it. I have tried to explain it but I
don't want either members of the House or members outside the
House to be misled or to misunderstand my position. uhetilher
that position happens to be popular or unpopular is irrelevent,
reazlly, I heve in my years of politicel life in Gitraltar
known periods of great unpopularity as well as periods oif gread
populsrity and I am prepared to face either one or the other
when I am convinced in my own mind thet I am acting in confi-
Gence as 1 should in protecting the interests of the people of
Gibralter, I don't dispute that other people's motives.may be
identical to mine but.I certeinly have the right to question
vhether the course of sction that they want to emberk on is .
going to produce the result they wish,; just like they guestion
mine, and I hope that when people question mine they may be
queationing the wisdom but they are not questioning or putting
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nto édoubt either the motives or the intergrity with which I
pursue thoce motives, I hope notody in this House would
sugiest that I would vwent to sce & Gitrezlizr in eny shepe or
dorr connecied 10 opLin or coming under Spain or being sub-

~sc“";eNt to Spein or being sutonozous undéer dpain or anything
-€lse that cen be concieved, I don't think snybody thai knows
re can possibtly believe thet I would work for such an
.objective. ut I rmust sey thet in my estimation it is :
Gibralter that is being intimidated and not the Kembers of
the Eouse by the presence of & few thousand people outside
vho care-here at the tehest of the Gibrezltar Tredes Council
in support of a motion which, logically, one can expect them
to seeX suvpport for beccuse it endorses their decision., It
is only naturzl that the Trzde Union movement should seek
Iroxz the House of Assexbly support for a motion that I bring
which endorses the decision that they have taken which is to
oppose the Lockyard closure, to fight the Dockyard closure.
e heve had speeches here which are fighting speeches, kKr-
Spe cer. The Honourable Lajor Pelizas started off with a
ghting speech znd then halfway through 1it, he comes to the
conclus*on thet we have to be very cereful and that we can't
efTord to spit in somebody’s face beczuse we might get a
bleck eye. well, as fer as I-am concerned, somebody has Jjust
spet on ny fece and he is not seying to me tnat I musn't spit
in somebody's face, he is saying to me I can't afford %o give
whoever spits in my fece a black eye because I am too small.
I have been srall al’ ny 11fe, Kr Speaker, znéd I have never
zce s0 I cannot accept that
n'loqouug, nur o I accepu buat «e¢ gain the respect of the
tish Governzent by being willing to put, up with whatever
¥ wish to do in Gibreltar beczuse we don't have to as far
I aﬁ concerned &and the respective sizes of Britsin and
reglizr sre not 2 consideration in this matter nor can I
ept that I should pe told in this House of Assembly by
Yezbers who say they have got more trust than I have in the
Eritish Governcent and more Taith thar I have in the British
Governzent, iexmbers who nhave no difficulty in reminding peonle
of the preamtle to the Constitution, nor can I accept that I
shoulé e told thet if I am not prepsred to play ball with the
policy of the British Government, then Y am putting at risk
the protectién that the Constitution gives me and the protec—
tion thal the preazmble of the Constitution gives the peonle of
Gitrzltzr. That is unacceptigble, that is blackmail, that is
intimicat:oﬁ, ané we cennot heve & situation where we are
told: “uell, you either accept the closure of the Dockyarsd,
you either zccept a commercial Tockyerd or else you are
utting at risx the respect for the wishes of the oeople of
Gitrslter on the issue of sovereignty". Eeczuse if the
EBritish Government is uillinc to disr egard that commitment,
znd I am not saying that it is, but if it were willing to do
it, then they could do it any time it suited them and if" we
seid ye: to the Dockyard it will be something else tomorrow.
" Vie cennot zcteprt that sort of philosophy, we cannot accept
that because we stand up and defend our righis we are going
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to lose the mesti fundementel cf those rignis which is the

right to c¢ecide our own tuture, the right of seli-cdeterrination,
the right not to come under ihe sovereignty of wnother stsile:
ggeinst our wishes, becsuse we will not co things the wey the
Eritish Government wenis them done particulsrly when it is not

s deeision which the kritish Govermment cen legitinately cey
represents the will of the EZritish nsticn becuuse, in izet,

very substuntiel pert oi the British nutio“, the” Lebour

movement in the United Xingdom and the Trade Union covement in |
the United Kingdom, recognises thet this puts at risk the .
existence of CGibraltar, it is & national disastier, it isn't a - :
factory closure., 1 understand that some clerk in’ the L0UD mey
be given the brief ol producing five million pounds of cuts
and say: "Right, we'll tzke away & 1$iling cebinct from the
Admiral in the Dockyeard", but I cennot accept that 2 decision:
of this megnitude is taan unider those circumstences. ZThe

Chief ILinister has scid that he had made it absolutely clear
efter the White Paper. He may have been uaklﬂg 2 line with

ithe pcople of Gibraeltar that there wesnft an imminent danger

but privetely he wes making sbsclutely clcar to the Brltisn
Government the consequences of the closure of the Lodiyerd.

Ee hes told us that snd I hsve no resson to disbelieve him,

The Dockyerd study which the Eritish Government is saware of,
spells out this implications in no uncertzin terms. I have .
heard liembers of the Government side express. guite rcvoliutionary
opinions in the Covernor's consuliative committee. It may be
that people don't shere my view that those revoluticnery
opinioris would be better expressed publicly and, perhaps, I am
wrong in my view, perhaps it is right to express them privetely
end not publicly but I think that quite frenicly the pressure

is only brought to bear when we convince the British Government
that we mean business. The House, in i1ts wisdom, hes not been,
eble to endorse a decision telen by the Dockyerd employees o
oppose the closure. I stend fully behind thet decision I

will support it a&s a Trede Unionist and I will support.it
politically end I will not identify myself with snything thet
undermines the opposition to the closure znd thzt I must meke
absolutely clear, Lr Spezker. I have gone along with this
motion because I prefer not to divide the House &nd I prefer

not to quarrel with lembers of the House if it can be- zvoided
beceause they are not reépousio;e for clesing the Dockysrd, but

I will certainly quarrel with them if at some stage in ihe game
they stiart trying to undérmine the will of.the people to fight
the closure. I will certainly quarrel with ther then snd I

vent to .be absolutely clear from the very begirning as to where
I stend. The Honourable Mr Loddo, lr Spésker, seié it 'is up

to the Briulsh Government to offer us & solution, up to Her
hajesty's Governmeni to ofier sclutions and we study them and
ihat the solutions must work before eny closure tekes plzce

end ‘that it.is up to the ‘British Government to .ensure -Gibralter's -
economic viability. I epree with every word, every single word
I sgree with but we are being told by the Brltish Government
that they.don't zgree with him because they announce the closure
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ancé they hsve not yet mcle cry specific pronoszls as to what

the elternctive to- thct closure is #nd beccuse they have tried
tc crect & situstion end I am willing to repezt herc vhaet I
Leve szif nhotever the Chlef of Fleet Support mey scy, beceuse

"I wes trere, there were other people »hc*e, .we heard him sey it -

ené I wrote it c¢own when ke wos saying it, lr Spesler. Vhet
. wes teing dore wesz atsolutely clezr, there weos no doubt in
arybody's miné. He scid at thet meeting: "Chetham will close,
Portszmouth will be run down snd the seme is the position for
Cibrezlter. There 1s simply no work aveailsble &nd nothing. that
the Unions will do is going to change thet". That was the
meeszpe of the Chief of Fleet Sumport. Ané then he went on to
say: "ihet happens efter 1982 éepends on you. If commerciali-
. sgtion is what your Covernment wents we will try to provide
some work, There will still be competition for this work but
we ere enxicus to help the Gibrzltar Covernment te start a
new incustry up to present internztional reguirements if that
is the way the Gibralter Government wants to go'. One can make
a misteke sbout whet one is seylng but what one cennot do is
¥ecep on using the seme phrase again and egain a2mnd again, without
it being the clezr intention to show that what they were doing
vwes being very sympathetic to our predicament and helping us out
in thetsolut;on that we were putting forward. That is not what
we wznt. - '

HON CHIZF MINISTER: ) !

I thirk we hzve aired this matter, lir Spesker. - I told the
Honourable Yember thzt I was not going to sit in judgement,
nor was it my business to sit in judgement as to whether what
the Chief of Fleet Supporti saié he szys or what MNr Bossano
2ys the Chief of Fleet Support said, He knows eand he has

acceptca esrlier on today, that the question of the commerciali—:

setion of the Dockyerd is not the idea of the Gibreltgr Govern-—
ment. Thst hazs been nade clear whatever the Chief of Fleet
- Support may say, or may heve sgaid.

HEON J BOSSANO:

Yes, Yr Speaker. I am quoting what the Chief of Fleet Support
said because 1t is consistent with whet other people have said
end in reference to what the Honourable lr Loddo said that the
position that we shoull tezke dis: "ie are opposed to the closure
znd 1f you insist on .closing it you tell us vhat you ere going
to éo about it"., That vosition is the nosition of the Trade
Union movezent e&né it is the position that vie must zdopt and
we cennot at the same tine as we are doing that be making
ourselves propcszls, we cannot be doing that, and therefore I
would remird the House thet on the 26th Novermber the Press
Releese from The Convent said "In pursuence for propeoszls for
comc.ercielisation it was agreed thzt a manual describing the
renge of facilities ete.". In a peeting with Ir Fergusson, Er
Fergusson is interviewed on television, he is asked "Did you
reXe any proposals?” and he said “No, the United Kingdom team

N
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made no pronosals'., If there are two siéés in & meeting end
one side comes out szying "I mede no proposels" end there is
& joint sirtement ssying there hsve been proposecls it is not ,
surprising that one comes to the conclusion thet it is the
other sideé that hss made the propossls snd thet seems to

" coincide with the allegations. thet some people ere meking. -

HON CEIEF IINISTER:

l'ay I ask the Honourable liember becsuse otherxise we ere going.
to be here very long.  Does hc accept my sssurence that
conmercialisetion was not the Gibraltar Government's idea

thet there are three psrties to the problem, there is the’
British Government, the Gibraltar Government and the Study
Group Report?

HONW g BOSSAﬂO:

I accept entirely the assurence thst the Chief kKinister hes
given me and I em trying to show thst there hes been a deli-
berste attempt to create the opposite impression snd I am
very glsd that the Chief linlster has made it absolutely
clear to the British Government that they should not continue

. to do this becsuse I think the British Government has been

trying to psss the buck snd we must not sllow thzt to happen.

I am making references to show how I consicer there esre too

many coincidences to be simply coincidences. I find it very
difficult, Nr Speaker, to see how the Deputy Governor can go

to a meetlng of apprentices sndé say that it seems highiy:

likely that we would be wise to gear ourselves to the chénges
involved in 2 commercial dockyerd in Gibrzlter, I esked him

on whose behalf he wes saying thst s2nd he seid he was expressing’
a personal view. ¥e have had s debate in this FKouse gbout how
controversial it is for a schoolteacher not to hsve to resign
before he stands for election and here we have the Deputy
Governor expressing his persenal view in public acdvocating
commercialisation which is not the policy of the Gibraltar
Government ané he is a civil servant, Thset is snother slip of
the tongue but there are too many of them and therefore I
endorse. entirely the view put forwerd by l'r Loddo but therefore
I must make it clear that having endorsed that, having been able
and heppy to identify myself with the fighting part of the speech
made by the Eonourable and Gallant l'ajor Pelize, I cznnot end I :
will not at the same time in practice be = purty to sny wetering
down of the struggle thet lies in front of us. I have to peke

it ebsolutely clear that we would be doing, in ry jucgement, &

. disservice to the people we are seeking to defend and because I°°

think that we would be Soing-a disservice I will not be a party
to it and if other people do not share my view then that is a
matter for their Judgement end.a metter for which they will
have to answer if they are wrong and I will have to answer for
my position if I em wrong, Mr Spesker. DBut I must make it
absolutely clear that I think we would be doing people a
disservice if we actually emberked on & cempaign and tolerated
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irzliezentetlon of proposels for closinis the Doclyszrd -’

rrning now. Cerizinly, sny sttempt to ¢o thet will be

eC by ithe people Cirectly involved., any sttempt by the
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are Tighting to stop it they are not going to actually
to Tring it ctouvt, it iec logical, and I ccrtzinly think
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izpoening before they go elong end stert pointing a figure
hose neople and seying thet those people sre being
chbstructive cr those reople cre endengering Gibrelter or
znything else teccuse they are not. Whet they are doing is
vhat they ssid they were going to do, they said they do not
zccept the closure and the Trzde Urnion movement has sald on
iheir tehzalf that if at the end of the Say the Dockyerd
cenrot ve kept open for the foreseesble -future, nobody either
in this Houce or anyvhere else can give an indefinite commit-
rent zbcocut the Dockyaré or sbout anything else in life.
I'cboldy can guerentee the future of enything indefinitely but
vie have been told by successive menagements in the Dockyerd,
ty succescive senior people from the United Kingdom thet the
Dockyard is secure for the foreseesble future. They have
elveys seidé the foreseezble future is as fzr as vwe casn forsee
it todzy. The lest .time the Chief of Fleet Support was in
CGibrzltar he seid that he could gusrsntee thet the naval bese
was- secure for the forescestle future. Thet is no longer good
enough, ¥r Spezker. It is not good enough for the simple
reeson thet is what we were being told yesterday about the
Tockyerd. The time scitle of foreseecble future hss now been
shortened to such an extent that it has lost 21l mezning end
this 1is vwhy people are seying. thet. if they have done this with
the Tockyerd today whet is to stcp them Going it with anything
else tomorrow? Thzt guarantees have we got anymore? Are we
just foing to stay here snd let it happen piecemeal? I think
thet is the genulne feeling at grassroots level and people
therefore are vrevereé to go further on this issue than they
hzve ever gone tefore because really- they feel thet they are
riz¥ing very little. The man vho is under threat of redundancy
is net risgking his Job, he either accepts the redundancy and
gives up with very little prospect of employment elsewhere or
else he Tights and if he loses he finishes up without a Jjob
which was anywey the Tate that awaited him., It has to be
unéerstocd therefore, Ur Spezker, that the time tzable .
fiscussed on 25 Novenber or Just pricr to thet, which was a
tiretzble brozdly acceptable to the United Kingdom team, a
timetable of the MNCD deciding by the niddle of December what
lzr:6 they wented to keep znd what lend they wanteé to let go,
people being invited to tender for the lend the 10D wanted to
release, the tenders being closed at the end of Februsry or .-
the beginning of larch end then a project team being sent oui
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to assess the most visble project or the mest attractive tender

&nd an sgreement being cone by the autumn of 1982 so that the
tezkeover of the Dockyard by a private firm could start then,
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that is inconsistent and@ incomretible with the comritrmert to
orpese the closure, 6 cormitment to meke the DBritish Govern-
ment change its mind, e comwitrment to put the responsibility.
on then for finding a vieble elternztive ené therefore zs fer
s 1 am concerred, lr Spesker, if thet timetsble is proceeded
with by the British Goverrnmenti, the reople whose cooperstion
is rcguired to make thet timetable work will not give thet

cooveration and I am telling the House ‘es & politician and as
a member of. this House who has got intimate knowledge -of ‘the

_ problem esnd of the Trede Union movement thet I shell lenc my

politicel sunmort end my politicel weirht to the atterpt to
prevent thet timetable from being cerried out beceuse in my
judgement if we actually allow thé rundown of the Poclhyerd

to begin in 1982 vhile we are lobtying people &nd sending
delegations and so on, by the itime we actuzlly got rouné to
convincing the British Government it would heve heappened
already and that is an importsnt considerstion’ theat we need
to tske into account. When the Honourable Member was talking
ebout urgency he could not be more right about the urgency of
the issue and this. is why one necés to be so careful not just
2bout the things one does in an industriel situation but also

‘about the things one says at a politiczl level beczuse I can

see the validity of ssying we cannot sit with our hsnds
crossed end wait for the Dockysrd to close enéd we are lanced
with a problem, I can see the velidity of that, but I can

slso see the inherent risk in procueing plens which must of
necessity make sonebody somewhere who is looking &t us doubt
about just how gresi our commitment is if we zre actuslly
coming up with solutions to & problem which we say we do not |
have to find a ‘solution to snd we sre not prepared to zccept

.failure on and are sctually producing s whole range of

solutions snéd not even producing them for our own consumption
but actually exchanging proposals with the British Government
on & situation which would only require the .Implementstion of
those proposals if we feiled in the tesk we heve set out to do
and. we are looking at the propossls we have elreedy started.
When we are telking ebout unity of purpose I woulé sgree
entirely. Unfortunately, I can see that there are going to be
ceritain fundamental areas vhere it is going to be difficult’
for other members to go along with me snd for me to go along
with other membeérs and I would hope that at best we should be
eble to avoid the aress of possible disegreement so that we can
2ll channel our energies 4n different spheres to dissgreeing
with the party thet we should be disagreeing with which is the’
party that is responsible for cresting whet in my estimation

is not simply the grestest crisis in our -histoéry but the crunch
for Gibreltasr which will decide whether there is a Gibralter

t0 talk about or live in or be proud of in the future or not.:

¥r Spezker then put the question in the terms of .the Honourable
J Bossano's motion, as amended, which now read as follows:l~

“This House condemns. the proposed closure of Her Najesty's
Naval Dockyard in 1983, itskes note of the decision by Dockyard
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ployees eni the Trzfe Union movenent in Cibreltar and in
Urited Yingcom to anpose the closure ené cells on the
tich Cﬂvernrent to reconsider thet decision znd resolves
tezke steps, in censultotion with the Trade Unions, the

in revpresentstive bodles snd CGidbrslter's friends in

arlier cﬁt to persuade the Eritish Government to alter thsat
cicion
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On 2 Givision being taken the following E onourable rembers
voted in favour: .

The Hon I Abecesis
The Eon J Bossano
The Hon & J Canepa

The Eon Yajor F J Dellipiani

The Hon ) K Featherstone .

The Hon Sir Joshua Eessan - : S
The Eon A J Eaynes . e
The Hon P J Isola

The Hon A T Locdo

The Hon Yeajor N J Peliza

The Eon J B Perez
The Hon G T Festano
The Hon W T Scott
. The Hon Dr R G Valerino . .
R . The Hon ¥ J Zanmitt . 1

The following Honourable Yembers sbstained:

The Hon D Hull
The Hon R G Viallece

The Honoursble J Eoosano 8 motion, as amended was accordingly
nassea.

The House recessed at 5.05 p.nm.

MOrpAY THE 21ST DECEIBER, 1981

The House resumed at 10.45 a.m.
¥R SPEAXER:

Pefore we stapt the proceedings of the House I would like to
make a stastement. At the sitting of the morning of Friday
18 Decerber, 1981, there was an unwerranted and gross inter-
ferenrnce with the proceedings of this Eouse by Nr lichael
FTeetham, z presscan representing the newspaper "“The People’.

I hcve ro doubt vhatsoever that this interference constituted

& grave conterpt of the House ané an inexcusable zbuse of the -

privileges grented to pressnen by this House. I will not
tolerste any behaviour of any kind by anyone which in my
opinion weculé tené to irhibit the right of rembers to carry
out their resoonsibilities in the House according to thelir .
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best precents or infeed which could efTect the. dignity of
this House. In the circumstunces I hcove decided theat the
press privileges sccorded to thic particuler preccren sre
hereby withérewn snd he is banned Trom enterirg the urecints
of this House until further.notice. Iay I stzte that the

. incident of Fricesy morning shoul@ not reflect on the press

gene rally whose behaviour et ¢ll times hees been eyerplury
MOTIONS '
HON CHIZF NINISTER:

"It is with the very greatest pleasure that I rise to propose

the motion standing in my neme which is:

'"That the Honorary Freedom of the City should be
conferred upon Dr James J Giraléi in recognition }
of ‘his long, Taithful and distinguished service to
medicine during a period of over half e century-

and as an expression of the deep apprecistion &nd
warmest gretituce of the people of Gibrslter for
his unstinteé devotion end his concern for the
hezlth of thé community’'.

* Dr Giraldi gqualified in his profession in ﬁ9¢9. At that very

early stage, there were already clecr indicetions of the
brilliant professicnel career thst lay thezd. Ee won a gold
medel end several other prizes gt Pristol University. Ke
returned to Gibraltar after quelifying end enterecé general
practice. During the wzr years he scrved ss Deputy Fort
Nedical Officer snd joined the Government redical service in
1945. He ran the new Tuberculosis Unit which wés then opened
at the KGV Hospital end it wes in this saree of redicine, 'after
2 number of yeers of devoted ené successiful work in general
practice, that he made s very grezt personal contribution €o
the hezlth of the community by ersdicsting the dreaded
scourge of tuberculosis. Thet contribution was not confined
to Gibraltar itself. Spanish nationsls and others 1iving in

- Spain benefitted from his skills 2% KGV Pospital.

Once tuberculos is had been eredicated, Dr Giraldi took charge
in 1954, of the ! edlcal ward which was transferred from Ton

_Ward at St Bernard's to KGV Hospital. Gradually, the XGV

Hospital became the ledical Unit.

In 1960, Dr Giraldi comnenced e Coronsry Care Urit hsvinb
obtained 2 Gonation from ¥r Dlaldes, which was tben nzred

'The Dizldas Unit'. In 1968, Ir Giraldi moved to the
'eckintosh VWing at 3% Eernard's Kospitel. 4 smell Coronary’
Care Unit was esteblished in Victoria VWerd enéd this was later
-expanded by the opening of the present Intensive Cere Unit,
the money for which he obteined from the Ferrary Trust.: Dr
Giraldl was also responsible for the ovening of the Endoscopy
Unit st St Bernard's Hospital. . '
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By R

Dr Giraldi is too well ¥nouwr & figure in Gitralicr for me to
hzve to ¢lcterezte cn his- percorcl or professioncl guelities,
3¢ 1z held in the grectest recpect by the thousands of people
to vrenm he hed feficoted hig skills ss @ dector. Eut, more
-tharn this, he ic regaréed wiith true effection. LSuite spart
Irom hiz ex ceptionalbrofensionel zbility, he has throughout
ris very lerng ““o,szs- 2l czreer heen distinguished for his
totsl céeficittion to his oatieﬁts. It wes never too ezrly in
he ¢ey for Toctor Gi rcldi to be &t work. It wzs never too
ete 2t night for hir to ettend to those who needed his help.
aving resthed & very greet heisht in his profession there was
.no.rmecicel tszzk, however rinor, which he wes not prepared to
néerteke a2t eny time. Doctor Giraldi's distinctions are well
Ynown in Gibrzlier. He became zn Associate Professor of
Vaeérié University in 1967, wos awarded tne OBE in 1952, the
French Order of ”erit in 1976 ené the CEE in 197h. But his
&iztinction end his repute are not confined 30 Gibraltsar.
Pr Girzldi is held in the hirhest respect and esteem emongst

his professionsl collezgues in Britain and in other perts of
the worlé. I said earlier thet there wes no neeé for me to
elzborate on.such a well-known figure. I think thet my feeling
er:d those of Givraltar zs z vhole are best summarised end
reflected in the act which we ere performing.today. The Free~
Gor of the City of CGibreltazr is a very rere distinction, and
the mere conferment of that distinction on an individual s&ays
2131 that there is to be said. Since the City Council was first
enpowered to grant this honour, it has been conferred apart
Tror. the Royzl Lng*ree-v, The Gibrzltar Regiment, the Christian
Prothers zné the Royal Aritillery, on only one indiviéual, the
fzmous Gitrzlirien artist Gustavo Baceriszswho received it in
1942, It is-z sign of the importance of this honour thsat
Ir Girzléi, vhen the motion is carried,; as ; em sure it will,
will be only the seconé person in Glb*altar s history to be
singled out for it, An essentisl element of the conferment of
any honour, decoration or distinction is the pub7ic accepta~
tildity which it carries in any particuler case. 1With Dr
- Girzléi T feel sure that public reaction goes beyond mere
zeccentsbility to werm end general welcome, The distinction is
ccnfe“re“ by this Eouse acting &s the instrument of the people
£ Givbrzltar ss a whole - the City of Gibralter. I therefore,
.r Spezker, beg to mové thet the Honorary Freedom of the City
of Gibralier should be conferred upon.Dr James Giraldi in
recocnition of his lorg, faithful and distinguished service %o
recéicine déuring a period of over half a century and as an
expression of the deep apprecistion and warmest gratitude of
the people of Gibralter for his unstinted devotion and his
concern for the health of the community. I beg to move,

i Sneafer pronoaed the guestion in the terms of the Honoursable
uhe Chief Minister's motion.

ECN P J° ISOLA:

¥'r Spezker, I have great pleasure in sunportlng the Chief
Yinister's motion on behalf of my colleagues and I. It is
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particulerly s mctter for grect personcl sstisfectien for ne,
ss the son of & grert friend of Dr Girclcéi, %o be essociating
myself fully with the remesrke mede by the Chief lUinister of
this grezt sorn of Gitreltcr who for & perlod of over helfl g
century hes éone so much through his dediceted servicc end
loyzlty to the peaple of Gibrclter, for Gibreiter. I think

-+ 4t is highly eworoprifte thet st this tire in his cereer the
- people oi Gibreltsr shoulé. give duc recognltlon to 2 wmen who

hes spent 2 lifetime in the service of the people. I wouldn®t
want any Honourable liember to think thst thet is the end of
Tr Girezldi, I em very happy to see &né I em sure 2ll our
colleapues in this House ere very happy to see, thst he does
continue this grest work although only in & privete capecity
end we 1look forwerd to heving him with us for many years
continuing to éo the good thzt he hes done for the people of
Gibralter in his field ouring this half century. I think,
Sir, there esre at least two Honourable Colleaguen in this
House who have not 1ivea that, long yet.

HON CHIEF NINISTER:

‘There sre five.

* HON P J IS0LA:

Are there more than two? VYes, five. I think it is s wonder-
ful thing for Gibreltar, I think it does grest things for

our morale snd for our spirit to be able to honour a person.
who has served Gibrelter with such a*gniuy end . with such i
dedication over such a long period of time. kr unea<er, I
fully endorse what the Chiefl ¥inister has seid end I have
great plessure in supporting this motion snd in supporting

it, wishing Dr Giraldi and all those close to him & long and
heppy retirement.

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speakér, I have no hesitation at all to support the motion’
before the House. - Only the other ey it wes pointed out by
Dr Girsldl that he hss been in the Medicsl Departrment for well
over 4LO years znd as I am only 29 it is 11 yearé before I was
born. Ir peaker, I think that Dr Girzldi has been one of

the stzlwarts of the liedical Department for a very, very long
period of time and this motion beTore the House, this proposel
to confer the Freedom of the City has been handsomely earned
by him ané it i1s one which I em sure 21l-liembers will in Tact
support. ILast Fridsy, lr Spesker, I hed the honour %0 host a
reception for I Girgldi on behelf of the Fedical Nepariment
and I was explaining to Dr Gireléi how difficult it is, or how
difficult it wes for -me to te able to say a few wordés sbout Dr
Girzldi himself., The reason I seid this was because I feel it
is very, very difficult to be original nowadays when one is
saying things ebout Dr Giraldi becsuse-ever since his retire-
ment was ennounced, noit & szngle week has gone by in Gibraltar
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where one zssociztion or onc society or another heve not-hosted
¢ receptior in his hencur on his retirement. 2But I think Ur
Szezrer, thet on this occasion 211 I can suy is thet there is
no neef to scy gny words, the notion specks for itself, =znd it

‘'is z moticn that gives me the greatest of pleasure to support.

JECR C- T RE3TANC:

¥r Speeker, eazrlier this year, during the Budget Session, when
I ¢idn't knov that we woulé have this motion in front of us,.I
seid thet I vwenteé to pey tribute then to Dr Girsldi before ’
Lis retlre—enu zs he is one of the pillers of the lledicsl

T'evertment. Dr Gireléi hes so meny gqualities, lr Spesker, that

I won't go into 21l of thex but T want to highlirht two of them,
The first one, the decicaztion of Dr Gireléi. He is-s doctor
vho 1g a doctor for 2L hours & éay. He is € doctor who devotes
211 his tice to his pztients. At eny hour of the dsy and of
the night he.is prepared to go znd see his patients and also to
meke research so that he cen cure his patients. Secondly, I
went to highlight his 2bility to inspire his patients. AlL
that Dr Giraldi reeds to do is to enter into the patient's room
for that petient to feel better slready. ¥Nr Speaker, Dr Gilraldi
is one of the leading citizens of Gibralter end it is only
fitting that he shouléd be granted this honour. It gives me
frest pleasure, therefore, Xr Speszker, to support fully this
motion. .

HON TR R G VALARINO: .

¥'r Speszker, Sir, I am cormpletely in sgreement with this motion
es mcved by the Eonourevle end Learned the Chief Minister., It
is inéeed ar honour for ocur city to be able to confer upon Dr
‘Gireldi the Freecor of the City' of Gitreltzr. Dr Gireldi has
Gevelcped his life asrouné his redical prazctice which has been
his dedicered work and overricding pession. Ee hes been of
grezt help medicelly to everyone 'in Cibraltzr, specislly
durirgy those meny difficult yesrs when tuberculosis wes present.
I zm 2lso very proud that this distinction should be conferred
on a colleague who I know well ené have got to know very well
both personally and professionally. 4As one of the first who
voiced this idea and as his only colleague in the House, I
heve the greatest o* pleasure in endorsing the motion. Thank
you, Sir. . . '

EOK LAJOR R J PTLIZA:

lr Speaker, thls is one of those occasions where I csnnot
resist stenéing up zné expressing a view. It is perhaps one
of those rzre occesions when I can literelly segy that I agree
with every woré the Chief linister hes said and that of the .
Oppesition zs well, Mr Speeker. Perhaps, I should at this -
stege declere an interest, I'r Speaker, in case anyone might
think that in stending up and.supporting this, I am almost .
bribing Dr Giralcdi, beczuse I rerember when he firast came to
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'mv house, T Pdft hove been very young. I wen't scy ry sge

beczuse T don't want to muke him lock zny oléer, in fect, he
looks very well., I con e2lmost heer hin running up the stess,
he slwsys uscd td run sbout, I think he wes 8 very sgile and
st111 looks very egile. I think rny porents vwere one of his
first petients in Givrelter., It 1s one of those fenilies
which oves Dr Girelédi s greect debt of grutituce. He seved
my father's life end he enzbled him to carry on living for
many more yesrs to & rive age, He did the szme thing to my
mother znd to my sunt, end I am sure thet there is herély a
femily in Gltrszltar who hasn't got the same gratituce to
offer to him. <Vhat, therefore, l'r Spesker, more approprizte
that his honour should be thst of the people of Gibrsltar.
l'any honours can be given in other places, higher or.smeller,
deserving or underserving but I think the greatest honour a
man can have is thet which comes from the people thst he
served., The Frecdom of the City is such & rare honour that
I doubt vhether therg is enything more then we can do. Put
I think if we analyse Dr Gireldi, it is more than Just talking
sbout an achievement of an individuel, Nr Specker. We &ll
know that he hss a tremendous brain, a greet cepecity to
remember things and then to put them into practice. PBut the
beauty of this is that he hes sppliedé thet to what men
perhaps looks most to - life. He hes given his life to life
in a practicel wey and this is vwhy, l'r Speaker, the people
of Gibraltar think of him so highly beceuse obviously heslth
is worth much more than wealth and he has been the provider
of health in Gibrsltar. Ve hecve seen whet he hes done in
the two greatest killers, chest and heart. In that fielg,
¥r Speeker, he hss done tremencous work in Gibrsltar. I doubt,
V'r Speaker, whether if we could be e2tle to gquentify propor-,
tionally in the world there might have been other people who
hsve done .as much as he has done, it is of ccurse 1mpossib1e
t0 quantify but we all know that Dr Gireldi hes done tremendous
work here and I think this generstion and generations to come
will alwzys have tremendous sdmiration for this man., It is

“therefore very appropriate that we shoulé place it on recoré

in the way that we are doing so that as 0lé generations move
and new generations come, his name will 1ive forever in
Gibraltar as an exsmple to others of how they should follow
in his footsteps. One point that hes not been mentioned,

Xr Spesker, is the questlon of-his dedicztion to sport as
well. Vhen you mention Celpe Towing Club you sre slimost
saying Dr Girsldi. I think he has pleyeé a tremencdous part:
in that sport and I believe theat - in other sports too, )
such as hxkey and cricket. .I don't kno“ whether he ever had
anything to do with water—polo, I don't think so, but I - .
think l'r Speaker, that perhsps he is the inspirer of another
thing that is very good for.our body which of course as you
know I take very seriously, I do my jogging every day £nd
cycling as a lot of other people do, but I think he Goes
wnderstand the importance of our health which again people
should bear in mind, to carry on looking after yourselves,
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After 21l, we look zfter our cars ené we often very seldom
thin¥ of lookirng efter: ourselve° in thet recpect. I would
scy he is the grest Gibre lterien in our time ené for thet

_ it dis mere then Tittirg Yr Speeker, that we shoulé pay this
tribute which I hone, ¥r- SOEcxe;, withecut sdéressing eny -
person in the public gallevy toéey, that he will enjoy it
Tor reny vears to come ané perhaps we shoulé wish both him .
2né his wife 2 very hasppoy Christres enéd elso his family in
the Urnited XKingéom who I am sure will be very happy and
pleaseé on this occasion., 4 very happy Christmas and many
rzore Eeppy llew Years.

EOX B J ZAULITT:

¥Xr bpeayer, Sir, uhe Honourable Major Pelize stole the sporiing
sicée of Dr Girsléi's tribute from me. He hzs been one of the
mnost cutstandéing contributors to sport over many, many years.
I wes in Englznd in 1961, attending e pretty important party,
wvhen soneone came over to me and seeing a Gibraltar teg said
o me: "Do you know Prcfessor James?" ené I seid: "I am efraid
I don't", This gentleman henpened to be the President of the
Royal College ol Fhysicilans in England and he CQIIEG his wife
over ané said: "Darling, whet is Professor Jemes' name?" and
che said: "GiraléiY., And I said: YOf course I know him, T
¥ncw him very well indeeé". "iiell", he said:-"he comes over
here ana gives us &ll1 lectures and telke, and télls us what
‘to do". It maée me feel immensely proud and I remember
telling Dr Giralcéi sm“tly after this person's name, which I
car.not now recollect, I am sure he can. It made me very
proué thzt little Gibreltar could have & physician of such
_eninence s Dr Gireldi who couldé. show. other people. the kind
of calibre that this little Rock can proéuce. Lr Spezker,
spart from his mediczl attributes which have been expounded
uvcn very amply, I think 1t hes been szié he is a leeding.
citizen of Gitrelter. During my time es Yayor and looking
round the photogrzrhs in the City Fell, I noticed he had.
been z City Councillor. One wonlers how & man so deeply
encrossed in redicine could find time to carry out his
swort*rg activities, his Council activities and all the other
activities that this man hes so ably been gble to cerry out
and a2t the seme tire in every single thing he got involved
in he wes elways highly respected. There ere few people that
coulé eriticise Ir Giraldi, certainly not in his medicine or
in his leacership in the very many essociations that he has
Da”ticiv teé in. Dr Gireldi was for & period of time Chzir-
e of & boby called the Gibrzltzr Sports Boerd which goes

Cacf neEny years znd I think there wzs sore pserticular problem. -

‘hereby he was zsked to tzke over and try 2nd sort out the
verj rany problens thst Gibrecltar was going through at the
“tire with regzré to. sport, I think the highest possible
honcur -that Dr CGir z1éi czh be given, certainly by Gibrzltar,
.15 the Freecor of the City, of a City he loves so dearly and
end & City that he has brought about to be what 1t is today.
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HOK J BOSSANO:

¥r Spesker, my perty is gleé of ean oprortirnity that 1s given
to the House of /ssembly {0 express the epprecistion felt ty
the people of Gitr:ltier for the scrvices it hss reccived from
one of its most (e¢liceted members. Tr Girzléi coes net reslly
need any honocure frer u: or from anybody. clsc becsuse he ig =
men that 1s motivested. by the hichest honour that one can have

in life which'is thzt of beinr devoted entirely to one's

celling. Anybtody thet has known hir perscnelly at work knows
thet he suffers from an illrcss himself ené that is thet he

is totzlly ocdicted to work to an extcnt that wany people would
probably finé intoleresble if it wasn't for the foct thet the
nature of his work is such thet it can only result in giving
satisfection to others, to those who are his petients znd to
the relstives asné femilies of those patients who ere seppre-
ciative of the good hands thet & menber of their femily is

in when he is being looked &afier by him. In proposing this
motion and in voiting on this motion efTectively all thst we
gre doing 1is being given &n opnoritunity of seying publicly
end of putting on recoré how the vast majority of the people
in Gibrsltsr feel about Ir Girsldi but it is difficult to see

. how we can really look forweré to Dr Gireldl enjoying in his

well-esrned retirement the Freedom of the Gity of Gibrelter.
He zlresdy has the frecedom of the hezrts of the people of
Gibraltar and I cannot see him merching up anéd down l'ain
Street when the Royal Engineers or anyboly else coes.  In
terms of scele of honours let me sy that iceologically I am
not the sort of person that believes in stztus cr in
privileges or .in honours or in the need to confer. them., It

is the reality of life end of humen nzture.snd it will .
probsbly continue to be the case for very meny years that it
is not -enough to know thet one is appreciateé, thst 1t is
necessary that that aporeciation should be recordéed and made
menifest. I wish it were in our power to be eble to use the
system of honours that exist in the United Kingdom end to

give Ir Gireldi, within thet system, the highest honour that .
can be given to the extent that the Gibrelter Government is in
any way-consulted or in eny wey sble to mske supfestions in the
question of Her ¥sjesty's Honours List, then I think the
Gibraltar Government should heve no hesitet*on in the full

. ¥nowledge that it counts with the full support of this House

snd indeed of the whole of Gibraltar of using thet avemue. IT
it were possible in Gibraltesr to use such & system then Dr
Giraldéi's place should be st the top of the list. ‘e are
doing what we can, it is-a very liriteé thing, I think Dr
Gireldi does not need the honours thet this House or anyboly
else csn bestow on him because as I saié slreedy anybody that
knows him knows thet the satisfection thet he gets from his
work and that he has hed all his life from his work is &ll .
that he recguires and is 21l thet anybody anywhere else should
require snd eventually we hope to live in & world where that
is el1 thet will be necessery. I fully support the motion,

. Nr Speaker.
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ECXN M ¥ FZATHERITCNE

I'r ooegver. the TFreecom of the City erntitles The Gibreltar
Fegiment, for eximple, to nmerch up the street with teoyonets
Tixeé. I &m not sure if Dr Gireldi will msrch up the street
with en unshezthed lencet but 1f thet were the case then I

gr sure everytoéy would Tte happy to see it done. I em very
proué todey to hLave served with Dr Girzlél as a City Councillor.
I think that if the City Council had been on the United King-
aor systen, Dr Giraldi would, in turn, have been one of the :
+tiderren and woulé heve gone from strength to strength. I have
kneown Zr Giraléi for some LO years. Ee has been my doctor and
he hzs been my friend ané I think thect one of his greatest
attributes as a Doctor is that he puts you fully at ezse from
the beginning, you have entire confidence in him, he-becomes
Your Frienc as well 2s your doctor gnd I enm extremely happy to
see thet Gibrezlter hes been sble to honour him in the highest
way we can, It is sormething most eminently deserved and I

Join with everybody else in wishing him many years to be one

¢ our grest Freemen, 2 Freeman of Gibraltar,

oK A T LCDDO:

Ir Spesker, most men go through life and leave not their merk,
they lezve no trace. .}lost men go through life doing a job.
lost of them do a job grudgingly and grurdling. Cccasionally: -
you get 2 man vho stznés hezé andé shoulders above his fellow
men. XHe doesn't just éo a job,he excels at it.. He doesn't
Just excel'at it, he does it with gusto, he enjoys it, and
such 2 men is Tr Girzldi. Of his etiributes everybody has
spoken before me so I have very little to add. I am very
pleesed to assoclete myself with this motion and I would
thank I Giraldi, on behzlf of &sll of us here, for what he -
. hag given us., Ee has given us an inspiretion to live up to.
IZ we could all be zs dedicated as he, Gibralt ar would be a
better place. I fully supvoori the motion.

HON CHIEF LINISTER:

It is not difficult to answer in a motion such as this. First
of 11 I want to make one or two.points clear. The disease
vhich Tr Girzldi suffers is now czlleé: wvorkaholic snd thet as
the other one which sounész little like it, is scarcly cured
so I thinx we shcll heve Tr Giralél a workeholic for as long

as re lives ané that will be for thé benefit of Gibraltar as

a2 vr.ole. I also have very heppy associations with Dr Giraldi
ss a City Councillor for a very long time. I appreciste his
-cortrivutions to sport ané it is very proper that ‘they should
have been mentioned here. Yy main thesis, because the cleim

to the Freedon of the.City is so unicue, I dedicated my whole .
approach’ to his services to medicine lest we have other people.
claiming the Freedorm Tfor this or the other and that would be

2 very 8ifficult one. With regerd to the remarks made by the
norourable Vr Bossano I can assure Kr Bossano that the highest
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hohour that cen te given in other places hes been recuested
for Dr Gir=1di snc it is rcclly not in the UetTOl!Le -0f the
Government to go beyond thzt tut tc ro cuite s Tar s one
can go in thet respect. It is fitting thet so meny renters
should heve paid tribute. I hope he will outlive his one snd
only predecessor who lived to the sre of 97, thet was I'r
Pacsrisay but T remember l'r Ewcerisa who heé teen honoured in
meny vweys in meny countries despite the fect thet he Yept his
British nationslity, he hsé been highly honoureé by Spein, he
had been maée 2 Freemen of Seville long before he wes nacde &.
Freeman of Gibrelter. He hed been zlloteé a beautiful pent-

house so that he could hove 2 lovely view of Seville enc he

could paint from his flat snéd I remember him on the dey when
the Freedom wss formelly rranted by the ¥ayor, himself at the
time, telling him in visible emotion that of. 8ll his experiences
that he could not feel more honoured then being recogrnised &nd
being so honoured by his fellow citizens snd I think thet must
be the grestest satisfection thet it is within our power to do
so and thet we do so.so happily. .

Yir Speaker then put the guestion which wzs unanimously

resolved in the. affirmstive ancé the motion was accordingly
passed.

PRIVATE MELBERS® I7OTIOR

HCN A J HAYRES:

¥r Spesker, I am sfraié this motion will not be &s hepoy as
the last but it is withln the arblit of the Ninister for
Economic Development's stztement thet the Opposition should
keep Government gn their toes. I have the honour to move the
motion standing'in my name which is that: "This House is gravely
concerned at the continued and escelating housing problem in
Gibraltar and fears that the probler will only become worse
unless Government is prepesred to re-zpprisse end revise the
direction of its housing policy and programme ss z whole and

in particular as regards (1) wodernisstion and éevelopment

2) Social cases, medical cases and young applicents, snd

$3g the aérinistrative structure of the Housing Tepsrtment.
It is therefore, l'r Speaker, quite s full motion end the motion
is asking this House, ané more-particulsrly Government, to tzke
a fresh look &t housing becsuse the sum total of the three
areas listed in the motion a2s being in neel of reessessment are
equal to the whole of the Housing Deparirent. The chenge there-
fore must be a radical chsnge because tHe motion is phrzsed in
radical terms. It is major improvements that are requested not
minor, and therefore we are asking for a redical reassessment.
It is becesuse of this, K¥r Spesker, that we would esk Government -
to re-define theilr Obligetions, duties and aims znd these must .

" be clearly stated. I should ssy that the need for cleasrly

stated policy is one of the shortcomings in this Government.
When we 4o have a clear statement of policy sné a detailed
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cvernrcntfs oxligctiory endé the rights of eppli-
¢ w111 be sore wsy towards sllevisting the
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*~.  Thiz Prirgs me to the wmremise contained in -

o Y. is that €11 is not well with the Housing
rent or the Housing front. I €o rot think thet this
: ienated Ty eny merber in this Eouse, I woulé sey that
Is the corsencus of &l)l Gibralteriesns that we hzve en scute
. housgliny protlem ané if there should be zny doubt that is is a
contiruiry ené esceleting housing problem I would esk the
Covernnent to anelyce the importence of heving 1,800+ feamilies
or. the weiting list. This is a figure, Yy Spesker, that does
ot seex to rove, it is & stezgnant figure. Since I hzve been
in this Youse the figure has been 1,800, teke or add a few,
znd thet of itself is z czuse for alsrm. Not only-is the
figure very high in ftself but there doesn't seem to be any in-
rozls being made con thet figure and this of course is due to
the irpoverished housging progremme of this Government which is
rerticularly severe in its efTect on the younper people in
trzlter who when they Join the 1list join the bottom of the
st. 4nother vroklem, Yr 3pneaker, arain deriving from the
e, iIs overcrowding and this in itself hies gnother result

ch is zreater stress within fzmilies which leads to medical
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oblems, socizl problems and further degenerates the housing
oblem. A4gein, !'r Spesker, -there is substantial sub-standard
commodation in Gitralter and this is slso derived from the !
zme zné leaés to znother problem which is the medicel problem.
of 211, l'r Spezker, I would sey that the housing p}oblem'

@ g

t
tar. Zy the youth I rean children, -not on the housing
. s ‘such but livircg in poor ac¢comnodation ané being )

' subject -to severe strsin or siress and most especizlly being
‘open. ané 1listle to medicel problems on which I will eleborate
further, 2nd slsoc to the youth in respect of the younger
rarried ccuples. Very little is beinpg offered to them and the.
lonzer the problem remains one of 1800 on the waiting list and
nothing being dore atout it, the worse the problem will become.
s T szid, ¥r Speaker, the three asreas, provided of course the
Government egree to this analysis of the problem, the three
zrees which I believe need revision in order to do something
gbout those figures, are first of all modernisation. I believe
the Government hes fzllen into the pitfall conteined in a
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rolicy of mofernisztion. The necessity for modernisation cannot -

be Coubted, we on this side of the House do mot oppose moderni-
sztion in principle but there can be no doubt thet modernisation
hes a substzntial number of pitfalls anéd, unfortunately, this

Goverrment hes follen headlong into &1l of them. LKodernisation ..

Ley be necesszry, it mzy even be chesper, but it is difficult
to control, Mr Spezker. I think the Wyles Report of 1970 was
very instructive on the subject and it understood the latent
defects. Amongst those éifficulties and one in which this
verticulzr Government hes fallen. to, is -that modernisation can
“"end in fect hezs Eérzineé the energy and the resources of this
Government in respect of housing. ¥r Speaker, this is a very
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importent stetement, I Welieve. I believe thet vhet las
huwpened is thet mofernisction hos been the gol of heusing

for the lect Tive or gix yesrs ¢nd thet es ¢ result very

little else hezs been done end this huo exscerbsted the problem
becsuse modernisstion only helps 2 section of the community
en¢ not those who have necessarily been waiting longest on the
Housing list. It is therefcre arbitrsry ené rancem in the

. people theal it helps anc¢ is not & step forwerd, it is a step

sicteweys. You are bringing up to standerd accormmodstion which
glready. exists, you are not generzting new zccommodation and
znother problem in modernisstion is that where @ house can,
say, hold six femilies before modernisation, sfter mofernisation
it is often the case that it holés less people. Perhaps, that
is 211 it is meant to holé but vhat in fact is being éone is -
that five families have been brought up to standard ené one more
has been aéc¢ed to the weiting list. Thet would be a&lright If
there wasn't 2 substantisl weiting list or a waiting list only
reguired & certain minimum period in which to wait before being
ellocated e house but that is not the case in Gibralter, ¥r
Spesker. 4né then, lastly, modernisstion, I would scy, is an
administrative quarmire end.thet is why it hes resulted in
Government's energy and resources being drained. Iodernisation
of an srea like the Upper Town Area resulis in the dlspersement
of your labour force, dispersement in smell groups, }'r Speaker;
which sre 6ifficult to control as & composite whole, ere .
difficult to supervise zs separate individusl entities because
they ere all lost in different buildings or -this room or thet
room, &end it is difficult to give executive Gecisions of =a -
cohesive nature in respect of many of the problems they may
come across. It is difficult tc assess in.moderniszilon the
extent of.the work before it is uncertsken, it is very difficult
to quantify. It is difficult also to assess the timc.needec in
order to do the work and practicelly, lr Speaker, the adrinis-—
trative problems vwhich I am referring to are better understood
if one compares these problems with those which can be expected
on & new building site, that is, where there is rzzed ground

_and what the constructors sre doing is making something new.

There 2gain you may have some frection or bregking up of your
workforce but 1t is totally different in concept. There is
much more facility for overall control. It can be seen, you
can see the building grow, you don't lose your wcrkforce in &
builéing which is alreedy there and that at one point it is
less, lerge or more wzlls ezre there, you can't see whet is being .
done in a roGernisation progremme wherees on & bullding site
with a new building you cen see it progress, you can see how
you are going, you cen aniticipste your problems with more
¢clerity. I am not saying that & new builéing procromme hasn't
got ‘eny, substantisl nroblems, 1t definitely hes, but in
mofernisation these are even more spparent. }r Gpezker, in
short, this Govermnmént has bitten off more then it can chew by
_following. the modernisation programme that it chose to. I
would say that the modernissziion prograsmme hes not been a
success. Ve sre in its firth or sixth year and we ere told
thet in this last year twenty one families have been housed as

i24.



rezult of the rofernisztion schere, I'r Spcslier, if thst is
e fruition cf ¢ll thece years, it herdly needs further
mohaciz, Ve zre in e sorry stite where 21 Fumilies of your
ajor fevelorment progremme.1s 211 thit you csn produce for
ew housirg. I woncer, l'r Speeker, how meny femilies were
oved out tc provice these horez an¢ mrebebly the znswer will
e in excess of 24. The umofernisciior scherme hezs, for the
lzips that the Coverrment nakcs ctout it being cheeper, hzs
tsorted a lesrge elerent or ec» . of the public purse and
esn't been preserly acceunted for in thst the results heve
2t teern up to siénierd. It hgs Sone very little for the

HOYOMO Y H 0 0

overzll housing problex in Cibreltsr, I'r Speaker. Some
vecple hzve benefited but I believe that the price has been
too high. The hqusing prcblem has been particularly scute,
zs I said ecrliier, for the last two years anéd I ssy two years
.bteccuce I have been in thils House for the last two years snd
o -
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i th e there hes been 1little cheange but, in fact, it is
wo yeecrs thet it has been as it is now. The acute
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rore thu
housing problen which we have dates back to 1975, 1976, since
trhe Veryl Bégg houses were last allocéted. It hes been with
uz now for zbeut six years in its present form end it is

significent that the housing Broblem has been &s it is now for

the last Tive or six years beczuse it ig five or six years
since we hed any major or substentizl housing vroject. I know
*e in the opposition ere zlways esking for & mzjor housing
sject ané this beers to te ignored by Government but there |
e no coubt thzt the only wey to meke inroads on the .
ting lict, the only way to do something ebout the housing
h’e* iz to irvolve yourself in a mejor housing progremme.
ccurze, cven before Veryl Begg, I erm not szying everything
rosy before Veryl Tegg, we Lad severe problems before .
etg. I zm rot the cfficisl historian for this CGovern-
r-Tor Citraliszr's lest posi-wer period, but I would say
the Covernrent in brozé terms took on the responsibility
ing efter the war and its enswer then was the Alameda
Zstzte eng obviously then they were feceé with .2 backlog in
housing terms and of course a further substantial housing .
turden wes Ceveloped on the Government of the dsy at the time
. ef the clesure of the frontier a2néd then we sew the emergence
of the Town Renge Trensit Centres. Vhat I am saying, ¥r
Spez¥er, is thet these substzhtlsl problems heve affecied and
eve“ affect tofzy our housing vroblem but they have been
uauPWEG by previous sdministretions in one way and that is
threurh the Eumphreys, l'oorish Castle, Glacis, the Lagune, .
u“e Vorjl Begg, end 21l the other estates, that is the only
:2y to tackle the housing vroblem. If todsy we had been faced
n_uh zny of these twe Uroblcrs, with eny of u?ose sucden and
unexsectelt bzeklogs that a Government can be faced with, we
weould toc’" be in e far worse position enéd without a Government -
zble or even rezy to tacklée those problems. -we sre thankful,
'z 3pecker, that we haven't come across any natural disasters
teczusé thiz CGovernment is already sorely stressed even with a
"rorrmal housing problem and they have allowed.it to escalate to
the. proportions thet it has. The only way we can znswer our '

o Do

M b l-5 ey
[ S O

1 <= O
P

’
ot bt

dm:f‘:l(n

Fher
2 C
U) (3
2

[¢]

housing protlem is throurl mejor nevw development. Goverrment
hes streyed from the striipht cré nerrew ond ve nre suhing
that they rcecseus their povition., e telieve that the
progremme thet they should formulete should heve os its
central pivot of molicy new Gevelopment tnd thet ss subsidisry
erms to thet developrent we should heve mocfernisction beesucse

-1t is 2 necessity, we shoulé hive our rehebilitstion elso, ve

should hesve a more flexible znprosch to molernisstion vitn NEV
schemes being introfuced zs triel schemes in order to see if
they sre more successful than the wrcesent mofernisestion scheme,

I would like to see greczter verticipation by the pcople involved -

in moernisation e&s to priority listing, zs to any compromise
that it hes to make. I believe modernisction is en extra
service for which there will be much &pprovel end which will
naturslly result in cooperstion by those sffectec if it is
epnrozched in the right manner. I feel thst the modernisction
schene does nct taeke this into sccount, is Teirly hsmlisted,
it has resulted in other problems which I will refer to leter’
but I am not seying thet 1t should be Cone gway with. 4s a
seconlary vart of thst progremme slso we shoulé heve schenes
&s that outlined by the l'inister for Ecoromic Ievelopment which
I am very pleased to see have been introduced though I am not
confident thet the Govermment is going to suvcceed in it, znd
other schemes like this. The Government will also hsve to
reconsicer the guestion of zoning in Gibrelter, the heipht of
buildings and the furtherence of home owvnership. The roderni-

sation scheme must bLe small in proportion with its need within ,

society and small also to further fecilitate 1ts overall
control by Government, Thst Is the only weay you casn do it, one
area and small, ©Put these general indicstions as to how we
would improve the housing problem or how we would ourselves
tackle modernisstion and development, I will further expené-on
if I am given a clear indicetion by Government of & penuine .
interest of desire to treety on this metter and tc exchenge
ideas. ‘At this stage we sre not guite sure how they are going
to receive this motion snd I shall reserve my position. "I will
say that modernisstion has resulted in & large number of houses
being made vecent and these empty houses in prepsration for a
modernisation scheme which has never hanpened, have further ,
exacerbasted the problem. There can be no doubt of the number ol
houses which have been emptied in vain anticipetion sné these
are listed in this rather long list of empiy houses given to me
2s a result of questions: The Government should be doing some-
thing with those houses rather than leaving them waiting for
the next four or five years or however long its going to teke.
It shoulé glso be noted that the people who have been moved

out in a hurry saying- "We dre going to modernise this building
next 3ear or in six months time, we hecve to move now" heve been

_put to considerable hsrdship and 1ts been Tfor nothing. With

‘the 1800 people that we have. on.the housing list vho are
urgently in need of & house, how can anyone cxnlaln away the
existence of almost 300 empty houses which they cannot in anJ
way occupy? GCGovernment is itself adding to the fires that
burn in the people end their anger at the CGovernment's cealing




ir reusing, Thic Trin gs re to the second gres vwhich neecs

revizion, the cocial czses, meficel cuses ené young applicantss
he fuet that there are g oericus rurnber of sociel ceases in-

. Cibrelier is clur:iug. -r*rarllv’-{r dpesker, becsuse these

- .&re due to stres fror thelir ho..zsi..L conditions and they are

213 OuuCrui‘e th thd, sanc young people and these zre subject

urtelicvektle prescsures. Eelng recently nmerried. obviously
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ri.gs its o-n*rrotleus, it is & difficult tike in life when
-ou have to negoticte and come to ‘& compromise in terms of

eheviour.  If yeu cre not sllowed to o this in the privacy
of your own house, if you heve to live with others this 1s more
€ifficult. I you have to live with others snd sleep in
zonelling or cramped conditions that mekes it impossible, end
if 2s in fzct does hepwen, Jou heve to live apart or sleep
gpert, it is inuolerable, 'r Specker, snéd we heve soecisl ceses
o this nature. JLre they dealt with immediestely? Yo, I'r
Spesrer. ‘This 'last year has been particulzrly bad as regerds
tre Farlly Cere Urnit reports. There has glso been some
irisensitivity in processing housing cases snd this is something

that I ex ceru' n should be ersdicated and can be .erzdicated by
the I'inister. The lNinicter shoulé.tzke every cere to see
people personally whenever possible &né he should be as careful
in explaining their position as possible. That brings me to
gr:other problem. Ve are, regrettadbly, in = limbo stage in
vhich the Tepertment finds itself without clear indicztions

to who is the lMinister. I hope we on this side of the House !
will khe as *e’p;d“ 2s we can on-this matter beczuse it is not
2 matter which gives us any plessure or in which we have any
interest other tren =z geruine interest that the metter be
tackled asc soon' es possidble, Yy personcl precicement is that
2t the morment I sm unsble to atiend to those individuals who
heave: come'lboking to me for help zné they have been stalled by
me for the la2st iwo months znd this is against my nature but as
-T seid I ac not preparedé to at a personal level compromise the
present linister. Hcowever, I woulé like some help from Govern-
rent in this respect and I think that I have been both feir and
czutious in ry epomroach to this genuine problem. This brings
re to meCicel ceses, lr Speaker. I have zsked questions on
redical problems in the House and have not beer given s full or
" setisfactory znsver. but I am confident that what I am ssying
cznnot be 6enied by Covernment. The extent of medical cases
in percentzgze terms is extrexzely high., This itself is worrying
vut whet is appelling, !'r Specker, and I don't know if it is e
well enough known meint is that the incidence of brorichitis in
chiléren is slerming. I Just kept on seeing bronchitis,
brenchitis znd it dién't meean anybnlng to me until I was
irforzed thet the »ri nc*nel csuse for these cesses of bronchitis
is the ézopnescs end the poverty of the living concitions of the
Gibrzltsrian enéd it is ngrticularlj h;ﬂchitting on children.
Then st 2 loter stzge after I discovered this I saw a letter -~
vritten by & young Z&octor at the Health Centre, commenting on
N1 patient of five or six years of age., "He egain enalysed there
that the problem was bronchitis, that it was dae ~to appalling -
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HON A J HAWNES:- -~ ° -

¢azmp living corndition ené he went on Turiher to say thet this
1llress hedé been cornletely or clmeet completely crodicated
in tle United Tirgdom, o much so, thet wlern hic stucdied thig
illness st medicel schocl he hod only been clle to stucéy it
in text bools, there hed bcen no pat;cnt" for it. 7 yet
Lcre he cecme cné ‘he found® onc cfter ithie othrey thece chiliren
with .t)ig pretlen. Tot enough, Tr 3peeler, ic teing dcne to
sttend to the porents of thcse zffected chiléren. Agein, I
find incensitivity in this cres zné thet shoulé be totelly.
unnecessary. 1 am glweys left cpeechless vwhen T am told by
indivicuals thct they have becn trchtec with dnscnsitivity
st the Housing Deperiment, I con '4 uncerstend it uurely
there is a miristeriel aim thet should te put firct and
foremost, give & gocd service You pey for it &t tke election
if you ¢on't. Then we come to,the young rerrieé people, zn
erez of perticuler concern beceuse the youth of Gibrslter are
the future of Gibrzlter ené if we do not make provision for

the future where zre we, l'r Spesker? Of course, s I saié
ecrlier, it is the young merrieé couples vho zre at the bottom
of thé list, vwho have the least hope &né vho ere actuslly told
by the Lousing Teperiment: "I don't ¥now why'you botker, you'll
never be given =2 houve"
This will lesd, if it hesn't 2lreedy started, to a brein freain
in Gibrsltsy. The youth, when faced with no prospects =s -
regarés housing will be given no option but to lesve ané thet,
is e problem that must be considered by this Government. I
ask that Covernment meke every effort to ensure that further
incentive schemes like that proposed. by the Finister!which

i

“will only help two or three families, De introduced. I ithink

the I'irister's statement for developrent of the Geverrment
properties by the privete sector underlies his own gwareness
of the problem but how can he possibly hope. that three or
four houses will solve the problem.

HON 4 J CANEPA:

lr Spezker, if the Honourable Member will give way.

HON A J HAYKES: '

Certainly.

HON A J CANLEPA: .

Has the Honoursble Iember readé the statement properly, has

he rézd the answer thet I gave him to & question earlier in
the proceedings? Would he care to have -2 look ai the Tigure
leaving out City }4ill ILsne, =nd tell me whet that figure is?

N

¥ Speaker, I don' t have the figures in my heaa, I remerxber
that it was only three.or four.

.128.

That is enother srea of inscnsitivity.



: . - sy m—
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- It wegsg thirteen., The answer, thet I goeve him wes thirteen, -
T lesving out City I"i11 Ione. I s32id we were dealing with a
tetzl of thirtccrn units. ) o

IICY & J HAYIES:.

I harély see thst thirteen or four will make any difference
wher you have got eighteen hundred on the weiting list.

HON £ J CANZPR

_Yr 8secker, tut tbiwteen is not two or three. It is four
timez that arné eith we give the correct figures that have
been proviced in this Eouse in enswer tc questions or the
vwkole thing-is 2 travesty if we are just twisting facts. -

ECH A J BAMD Z:

I &am Pot dwisting facts. This is vhy I was preparec to give

way. 1f tre Vinister is so angrj even
" HOK 4 J CLNEZPAY

C* ccurse I am angry because you are twisting facts’ that I
have provided for you in this House.

V'R SPEAKER:

Orcer. _

HOW 4 J HANZS: o .

You ere angry beczuse you havé‘beeﬁ toid the truth.

TR SPEI"ER.

Will you stop talking across the floor of the House and
agcress tbe Cheir. You will not give way again.

JHCON A J HAYXZS:

" The I'inister's violent interruption only assures me thet T am
hitting on ite point, }r Speszker. Vhy would he jump up and
fown when it is three or four instead of fourteen.

EON 4 J CAVEPA: : A
¥r Zpesker, if the Honoureble lexber will cive way. I will

. ducp up or cown, 1r he 1g not giving way then I won' t of
course. :

1 29.

HON A J HAYIIZES:

You will hzve your o“por»units to enswer this rotior and
inform me of any. other travesties ol ertSo

HCN A J CAZPA:

Lr Speaker, I wern the Honourable Yember. thet I mill aeal with
him on any other future occasion In exactly the same way
myself.

KR SPEAKER: B ‘ :

Order.

HON A J HAYNLS:

}Nr Spezker, this brings me to the fact that there ere 256 eﬁpty
houses and not Just 13 for the Linister to get on with ané let

. him come up with some fscts. Then we come to the administra-

tive structure, &ndé the problems ensuing from such. There is
e need for revision in this &res if Govermnment is to reassess
their housing prograemme. I would suggest that the adrninis-
trative structure lack cohesion., e heve four ministries
involved in the Fousing Tepartment and that at cruciel level
there tends to be or it appeers that there tenés to be a lack
of unison of purpose, there is the llinister for Economic )
T.evelopment who is in charge of the overall development .
policy, there is the linister for Public VWorks who does the :
work in that respect, then there is the VNinister for Lazbour
and .Socizl Security in charge of the Family Czre Unit snd |
then lsstly, the I"inlster for Housing. ‘' Fe seems to have the
least control or power over a housing policy end yet is there
to take the knocks when theé policy doesn't work out. I finé
that unsatisfactory, lir 3Speaker. -Just teke the Femily Care
Unit alone. The fact that we had to wait so long for reports .
to be given anéd one NMinister saying it is not his job, it is
another lMinister's Job, that is not satisfactory, lr Spezker,
especially if one tekes into account the importsnce of . the
individual compleint. One Kinister should.be in overall
control of the whole housing policy or progrsmme, Ee should
be eble to cut through the reé tape between one ministry and
eanother ané now thst they heve tolé me that they do have such
an overall authority then why haven't they been using it, MNr
Spesker? I believe that there is not thst cohesion, there
must be more cohesion. Algo, on the edministrative‘structure,
I'r Spesgker, we have.the Housing Depertnent Comnittees which
seem to be Going very good vork ené ere, I hope, firmly in
command. The DPBEG heve in their manifesio snd on all other
occasions given full support to this system end I would: like

to have this opportunity to stste my wish to ect es an

observer on &t least one occasion Tor both of these Committees.‘t
This has been the subject of correspondence &nd I would like an-
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retive striciure protlezs, the weiting ldst fifures, given to
¢ elter ronths of reguesty Yy the Czpocition they svddenly
nnounce that they will provide = list ol Tive in resvect of
zch of the <Zepericzents. Kr‘QUCQVer, I remerber.when we first
sked for thiz fceility to e offered-or givern, we were told
et It wes iT:OL”‘bIC becouse the chingces thet occur on. s
2ily boeis sre such the:t it weulé require cither their vhole
eazr to wor:y .them out and yet, l'r Spezler, we have slrost the
sare nzmes £voserring conth after month after month. I don't
ithink thet this can te in any wey celled @ trevesty of fects
ené if the Fonouratle I'inister for Economic Ievelopment has
rnot seen ther I uoul" invite him to exanine these figures

themselves end if thzt is the cegse it not only reflects that
there iz not much moverent in terms of houcing but .that the
Covernrment czn produce lonper figures and we have been toléd
ncv. that there ere, in the various categories, 155 bedsitter
epplicants, .L32 two roors kitchen, bathroom, 657 three room
kitchen zné tathroom, etec. Nie would like to see these figures
»ut in the weiting list, in their terms of priority. Ir
ceeker, to wind up, I noulc osk the Government to tzke these
prcoklems which: I have enunciated in the s»nirit in which they
are celivered znd not so fer ‘es they have been responded to
Ty the Honcureble Yinister for Iconomic Development. I would
s thst rverhsps the bezt way to start is with e new

¥ r, & fresh stzri. I would certainly say that they need
& new policy. I cen't thin¥ I need to emphasise further the
t t

zané the need for this frobleP to be teckled. e, on thils side
of the Fouse, ¥r Speaker, hcve no messige. for those who ignore
these housing prcblexs in the hope thet they will smmn1y go
ewey. If the Government afopis on unthinking policy of
irnoring the problem, it iS'the youth ané not the problems who
+111 go ewey. e are not seying ‘that we heve all the answers,
¥r Speaker, but at least we have the courage to face the facts,
to 1certify the problems and to encourage Govermment to gdo
germething sbout themn. Heving said that, l'r Speaker, I await
rith trepidéecticn the enswer by the Linister.

sosed tbe gquestion in the terms of the

l'r Scesker
le Fayres rotlon.

Honourab

C'(O

FCX & J CANIRPA: ' .

¥y Specker, I will be dealing nyselfl with the elements of the
rotion dﬂellng with mofernisction end development znd@ then my
collezzue the Ninister for Housin¢ will Geal with the wider
issues: It is extreoriinary, Vr 3pealzer, how mneople can stand
un in the House and zccuse t e Governrment of beﬂnb insensitive
ené then verform zné behave in the menmer ‘in vhich the
Eonourzble Yc“ber opposite behcoves ﬂegurdirg personal insensi-
+ivity. If the way thet he twists faects and the wsy that he
" just cellously ricdes over the intervention which one makes to
try an¢ rectify th;t wrong lzpression is indicative of the way
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nister. Then we come clso to other edminige-

het the housing problem meens to the youth of Gibraltar

thot he vould just fesl with infividuwrle threrce he ever to find
hinsel?l iu uuc pouition of "inister Tor Tousing, thern I
honecstly don't inow whct therc ic to lcolir forweré to. Tet me
wvern the IHonoure ble Verber thot I will not in future tukic the
same core s I have teken in vrepering enswers to questions
which he puis whepe feetusl informstion is involved.

HCMN A J EAYI'ZS:
Is .that 2 threat, I'r Spesker?
nem oA J CANEPA: . -

I am not giving way once to the Honoursble Verber opposite, Il'r
Spealer. There were esrlier in this session two guestions

that reguired z great dezl of work by top civil servants snc |
nyself, One in which I mede a very cCeteilled statement on the
Port, which I could refused to heve mecde hseving regaré to the
fazct that I mede e stetcment in July and, seconcly, &gein the
very detsiled enswer that I geve him with foctusl inTornstion
on’ the redevelopment by thc private sector of Gove”nwent
housing, PBut if thirteen becomes two or three then, l'r Specker,
thirty million csn also be twisted by the EKEonourable l'exber in
vhatever manner it suits him. T ¢on't @o thzt in the FHouse.
Perhzps becsuse it is my backgrouné as e methermatician to stick
to the fects, I do not twist fectual informstion eané I resent

.wvhen theat is done and I resent when it is done for & shemeiul

volitical purpose. At least one thing thet the lionouredble
¥Fember cannot sey is thet when they desl with me they do not |,
know on whet Lwouncs they sre éeallng with end whet sre the
principles that I subscribe to. The Henoursble Fember has
fsiled to put the problem of mofernisation and the building. of
new housing in its true end in its prover prospective. He hes
‘spoken glibly of the need Tor & mejor housing progremme such as
another Veryl Begg Zstste as if the cost of such & programme

was peanuts and as if the money for such & programrze wes reedily
available. Of course we would like to tuild seven hundred,
eight hundred, a thousand houses if thet were possible, Which
Government wouldn't want to do that? It i1s populer spart from
anything else but not only does Gibraslter itself not have the
resources to uncertake such a progremme,. but let me wern the
Honoursble lember and-let me, in pessing, warn the pudblic, that
there is not & grest desl of sympathy in the linistery of Over-—
seas Development for CGibrasltar's hoaslng problem. IT hc coesn’t
‘want to sccept thet then he c¢sn behave in the menncr that he has
behaved here this morning. But, if it is & reelity of 1life,
then our 2bility to overcome what is our grestest social problem
is very, very limited incdeed. You cannot, l'r Speslker, builé
without bricks ané mortsr &nd Gibrslter et the moment is

limited in the extent to which we heve those bricks and. mortar.
A major housing progremme of thé size of the Veryl Pege Estete
would, at ¢ very conservative estimate, 700 units, by conser-
vativelv not allowing for inflstion at 81l, at £L0,000 per uniy,_
entails the disbursement of £28m. The tendera for St Joseph s
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an? Tt Jepo's Feucing Trtctes were £5C,C00 but I cen tell the

Terourstle Yerber thst the estirste in reshect of future

b:il7ing cre hirrer thzn that. @ith thet problem,

srior to putting out to tender the ten units et Ceztslan Ray,

ny collesgus the Vinister for Public Works cslled in contrazc-

ters end ther of the fezets. ' If it is going to cost
A

in - excess of ZL$,00 ¢ builé z housing unit, there is not
going te be g frezt ezl of building of new housing or zny
housing in Gibrcltsr over the next few years because we simply -
will not have the roney for that and either becezuse of the
werning which ny ccllecgue geve the bullding contrsctors or
teczuse cf the fzct that the building industry is at this
point in time going through 2 lean period, one was very gled
to see that the tenders that were received were substantislly
less than £40,000 per unit and neerer to £30,000. On that
tasgis perhaps we right be gble to build more houses that will
otherwise te the case for the next few years regardless of
vhet resvonse we get from the British Government because .I am
one who firrly telieves.that we have to harness our limited °
resources in continuing to build houses. I think we heve an
obligetion to ¢o so znd 1fwe heve to tax ourselves to &
rrester externt I am willing to provound that policy with all
trhe unpopulzr effects they may have. I am not in public -
life, l'r Gpesker, for temporary popularity znd I have in the
ine yeazrs in which I have been in Government, I have indica-
teé more thzn once that I em prepared to o vhat in my view !
ern? in the view of the Government is necessary. It may well
te that the rents of whetever new housing. we are zble to
provide will have to -be higher, will have to be considerszbly
Ligher tut, agein, I belleve thet If peonie who egre foced
with & seriocus housing nroblem ere prepared to pay £55 or £60
a week rent for very sub-stenceré furnished zccomrnodetion,
then I think if offered 2z new flet by the CGovernment, they
7111 zccept that it fis reasoneble that they shoulé pay £30/35 .
or whatever it is thet they have to pay as z weekly rent. Ve
lso neve to seriously consider the finishes of our
ng we may seriously heve to provide something which is
z In the same way &s at Rosiz Dale tiles were not
orovided, we might well in orler to cut costs, have to move
in the Girection in which we provide more a besic shell and
zllow people to spend from thelr own resocurces vhztever they
cer-in improving that. It heppens in' the case of privete
sector hcusing. One is ewere of many young femilies vho,
wnel they are sble to get thelr hanés on z sub-stendard Tlat
in the private sector, will,spené,53,000/33,000/35,000 in
erbellishing it znd in improving it end that is the direction
in vhich we mzy heve to move if funds continue to be limited.
I hzve elrecéy explcined in the House here previously, lir
Spesker, if it metters 2t 211 what I say in aunswer to
guestions, thest mofernisetion is not intended to figure-in .
tre next Teveloprment Programme as prominently zs it has in
.the past. In fact, I think that the provision that we have
in the next fevelogment progrzmme Tfor modernisstion only )
zmounts to 205 or even less of what we would like to build.

4
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The accernt will very much be on rew houvsing, if ¢t @11 pocsit
The rodcrnication rropremme snd the recxninition ochene b o]
erbitrery, I'r Suoeriier., Peny of the peopls tho hove teen livin
- in flets thot heve been coriarited {or rafcrnisesticr hive teexn
v livirg in thoge flcts for meny ycare uricr very ¢ifficult
coniitions, not heving rininel foeilitics in reupect of &
toilet, running vetier, in nropertics which, «s the Tlcnnuritle
T'ember scid, cre very, very Gamp sud in Loiry Cecunte into
other Government housing end then, perhsps, returning. They
heve not- been selected in en erbitrary feshion when mony of
ther ere gpolicents on the Tousing 1list ens very hirh up at
thst. The need for mofernisction ic self-eviéent, I'r Specsker,
if the Unper Towr: that the Honoursble lcmber spoké of is not
to become =2 slum, It ig the reesl Gitralisr £nc unlecss we are
¢oing to have & ¢Givision whercehy new housing is provicded in the
new aress of Gibrelier to the north ené the scuth cné the rest
of the town ig to be sllowed "to deteriorete inte slum condi-
tions, unlecs we zre able to sllow thet the only wey the
. problem can be tcckled is for mofernisetion end the moderni-
b sation scheres sre being successful in restoring the cheracter
f of the o0ld city. Tlat Bastion Road, Tank Ramp, and now
: notzbly in Castle Road, Road to the Lines, & very successful
b scheme which 1s providing a very reassonable nurber of units,

- . 28 or 29 new modernised units. 4gain, I should wern lerbers
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- ’ “that 1t'is itrue to s&y that with molernisetion in the aress

g vhere zccecs is ¢ifficult, the cost is high. This hes been
q ) the case with I.ime XKiln Steps but the alternetive, ss I say,
is either to £llow those to ¢feteriornlc to &n even worse

stendard which weould mcke them unfit for human habitaticn or

# else to put & progrecmme in hand., To epecl: of Insensitivity
i on the part of the Government, I'r Speelter, makes 2 mockery cf
i the Honourable lember's concern. I ¢o not know whether it is.

insensitivity on the pert of officials, I ¢o not think that
there is insensitivity on the vpert of ILlecteé l'esrers of this

House. I am very often surprised by the extent to which, for
i instznce, the Chief I'inister himself, with all the csres end
5 éuties of his high office, the extent to which in his compa-
ﬁ csion he giveu time end interviews to housing epplicsnts.

| This he Goes regularly and' I ern surprised, quite frankly, endéd .
i I will -sey it publicly that the Chiefl Finister does this.. I
thinlk that the response which people over the yezsrs hcove
received from successive Housing l'inisters hes bcen one- of
concern &nd compassion for their problems but whet we must not
do, I'r Specker, is to mislead people. I you ere interviewing
en epplicent who hes 300 points, vwhen people &t the tor of
the 1ist have 700/800 points, you cannot. tell thezt person that
he has no problcms ard that he is poing to get @ house in 2 or
% yesr's time, 1L that is not possible. You heve g duty to

o tell peonle the truth end the fact thet you tell them the truth
i does not mean thst you cre insensitive. T'any of us' on this

e side of the House know vwhet it is to live in difficult housing
R © ! conditions. I wonder whether the HNonourable lember himself

§£ has first hend experience ané first hazné Xnowledge, elther

;[ hirself or in his close relatives of whet it means to live in
5 difficult housing conditions. I have, beceuse I have llived
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b trher ord ry two sisters living 4in
k4 ey ol ny noiher and I pyecdlf
1 with € Jongth of € feet with the
b of us living in ¢ one-treéroon/
& fercel.thet rysell z2né T heve seen
t .33 to sce ko the't expericrice can

£ ; srecionute tut perhops whot it ig ecsy
er il not eczy the termptotion certeainly is there con the part
of the Foncurshle I'ecter opoosite, is tc pretend thet there
zre no consiresints tecsuce every nerson thet approecches him .
ic cotentisl vote-cotcher end vhen you are on that side of
in ouse, l'r Jpesxer, thet ic eagy, when you are on this side
of the Touse for everJ 100 units thet zre allocated by the
Eonioursble linister for ¥ousing, there gre many more then 100
ceczle vwho ere Cisceticfied end who thin¥x that they.themselves

hzve zn egual or grester right ané that is vwhere I cuarrel with
the ¥Hcncuratle Merber cpposite. I thought that his epproach
vould heve been in cohcrete terms more well-meaning and not in
the marner in m?“ch he just éismisses the real the the factusal
cvect of the situsticn. Vhen I spoke the other dey sbout the
rme that is In the process of being launched, I saicé, Mr
r, that it wes z pilot scheme. It ig aqne which may give
2ly hope to young appnlicants who ere very fer cown the
t

bl

T o oo

M e kb0

v

o

500

€
rr list and vho will have an opportunity in this manner
et end to solve their housing problem. I said it was a
ot scheme =zné thet if it wes successful it coulé be

folloredé by others beC"“se there is, of course, no point in
heving in the upner ereszs of town flets lying ermpty Lfor 4 or
5 yeers. OFf course, there is no point In doing that ané if the
_Covernment for one reecon or snother 1s ungble to do anything
gbout thet accommoletion and if thot acccmmodation cannot be

R

g oot DG n ™
o q

[
[

1left in its present conaitions, then it is only right and
prerer that we should lookx feor alternative mesns of utilising
trose resources in order to meet the vroblem. I am sorry, Nr-
Spea?er, thet the Honourzble Merber has somewhat marred what
should have been 2 debete in which I think there are less

rezl politicel &ifference on toth sides of the House to the
zpprcach to the matter The main &ifference being, of course,
thet we are the ones ubaz eve got the responsibility, it is

us who have the problem of building housing and nmuch as we
woulé like the momey just isn't there. IT there are people
in Gibrzltar who think thet the Government has unlimited
wezlth, then the sooner they.sre fisabused the earlier that
will be ané, unfortnn“tely, Gibrezltar regrettzbly mzy have,
if not next yesr, the year efter that or the year after that,
we might be fsced with a situetion in which people are going
to be brought fzce to face with the reality of the situation
znd thzt is- thet the Tinegncial resources of the Government
are only the finencizl resources of the peonle and thst the
only wsy we may be 2ble to meet not only.the problem that we
are going to h=ve in heousing but other very serious social

.and economic problecs, is goling to be by texing ourselves and - -

to thet extent ané in thet respect this Government has never
been found wanting, Thank you, Lr Speeker.
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I 1hird: the contribution of 1hc Vinistier for Zconoric .
Development conizing e lot of Tactucl ond erotiontl mutters
vhich ir we ere telking sabout ihe direcction of volicy we necé
to teke into zccount objcctively I find thit in npoving the
metion, the Honoursble I'r Eaynes is esching us to curport thict
the Government should recornise the neel to revise the direc-
tion of ité housing policy without heving tolé us whet he
thin¥z thet direction igc or vwherée he thinls the ¢irection
shoulé be pointed to instead. I do nct khnow whot I on being
asked to support or whet I am being asked to criticise in
the policy of the Government. I find that in the past, on
more than one occesion, I have been toléd in this House by the
Honourable lr Haynes cné his colleaguec that their mein
quarrel with the Government is not a matter of policy but a
metter of efficiency. sné s motter of administrrtion end thet
if he wes in Government he woulé be zble to rmeke the systen
work better. I find thet difficult to belicve if I &m to
jufre by some of the things thet I heve hesrd him szy in this
House, but he mey be right. Iy position is thet I do not:
think the system can be mesée to work, I'y position is thect I
thinlk: the system needs changing cné I em not sure whether he
himself is asking in this motion for & recognition of that .
fact, for 2z recognition of the fact that the furndermentcls of
housing are the fundementsls thct heve been pointed out by
the Ninister for Economic Develcpment snd they are the funca-
mentals of the creation ané the ¢istribution of weslth, 4Are
we telking sbout belng willing to devote mere recources o
housing or ere we tzlking about ¢ belief thaet more can he done
with the existing resources tecouse the Government is misnene-
ging those resources, If it is & question of ricmanugerient of
existing resources and as I understoof it :the bulk of previous
eriticisms from the members of the Oprosition other then
ryself in this Eecuse, the bulk of their criticism of Government
hes been a criticism of mishandling situestions, of Dlsmhnege
ment of resources, of bad decison-making, but not of fundementeal
policy. In anzlysing his ovn motion, the Honoursble lember
devoted the bulk of his time to the aaegtion of modernisstion.
I agree entirely with whet he had to say on modernigection. I
have said it myself? for very many years in this House theat the
amount of money theat mofernisction wes teking up wes in fact
such that .the modernisztion progircmme wes repldly beceming the
slternative to & housing construction progremme instezd of
being 2 supplementory pert of 1t playing a cormrzlcrmentory role
vheré it could be shown ené thet iz the’ only vEy one can
enclyse it econemically, vherc ii coulé be shown that by
cevoting resourccs to modernising exieting properiy, one could
get & return to thc housing stock which was presier than the
use of -those resources in new construction, then there is an -
economic case for modernisetion. The quesiion of rcehobilita-
ting property and meintsining property is not the same thing
beczuse thet is enother element which is not speciiicelly .

i
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nenlione® irn tiLii rneotieon hut wh ird

wlerent ind thet I ove fust o Lin G

therm tll¢. then 1z po into {ii: for

rointein ther, then ve wildl Ly el

huilidn: heszing estites, Yulilé usi un

whickh no future foverrnent w11 T T £ LConoN.

to =ut rirlt., Thut-ds one cf i} fementsll,

wolicy thet recdc to te ro"vwrciscd, thst we ct

talk eteut €evoting funds to cereating new heuscs without
corniifcexriry Yo. thgze houzer e peing to e Tinanced throurh
# useful 1ile, to the extent thot the return on thosc housés
w311l producé cuflficlent fundc to rmeintcin the cuzlity of the
heucding stoek. If we simply tex peovle in order to build
heuses #nd ve, find gubseguently that the burcden of raintain*ng
the Covernment housing stock is sw3110”1ng a2ll the Government's
rescuareces, cny future Governrent will be in 2 colosszl mess,
I'r 3pciker. Thoze ere furc“rental policy decisions which T
woull Leve ‘expectel the mover of the motion to be vointing to
2T re o telking zbout the need to reacppyreise and revise the
dircetieon of houcing policy teccuse T tnLJ this is vhere

rezl dunters of o collovse ¢f the vwhole of Government’s fineti-
cizl sitruclurc teceuse of the element of housing andé the
properticn of the Coverﬁn_”t s fincr.ces thet ere tcken up by
housin;~both through the chuw o the development proframm .
th:t iz devoted tovhcu,ir¢ &rf throuch the ezpendéiture of v
rzintzining the Putlic Viorks Tepariment vhose mein vote is

the rmuintenznce of the housing °toc“. The mover s&ié that !
the CGoverrmernt rejuired to make a clear staterent of policy.

T woulé. Leve t?o 1cht thet if we ere 21l ecrreeé thst there is
no cleer stctecrent of policy . then We cennot ¢o it to revise
the éirection cf z policy 1f we Con't know whet the policy is.
Ee szid thgzt impliicit in the motion wa the recognition that
21l is neot well with housing. Vell, I think there is no
zuesticn stout thet. Ilobody wouldé ssy that 211 is well with
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es it is or

-
-
se¢ we woulé not hsve houcing belnL such za hot
o

the position of Jinister for

cing beirng such an unpleesant ¢ne as it is.
11 with housing then veople would be fighting to be Housing
I don't think any-

IT 21l wes

X ster, not Tighting to get out,

boéy cen doutt that ell is not well with houging but I think

thet vhet one has to be clear gbout is vhether to start off

with, we ere teliing genuin elv if it isn't dast 2 question .
7 heving & wmotion or ous:ng hCTc thch people outside, and

nict peorle Lere tecause nobody bothers to come in ené listen ’

to us, I'r Speczlier, unless it is °omeuh1ng thet affects somebodly

or there is & deronstretion outside lobbying the House of

Acsently which sometines ursets people in it, epart from those

rare cccg,- ng, I

con't thinx we get a very le

rge zudience,

IT e Fre tellking ebout & motion on haousing vwhich is obviously |
glveys good peliticel potato begause pooole outside will Just

note thau the “o“d Lousing -is the only pit of the motion they
will unéerstond what the rest of it mezns but they will under-

stand the Coposition is pressing the Government on housing and

SRS LU

B

ther ung or"t re thot thc: hever't ot & Youse (nd ticey lee
understend thet they went onc tul they hopz tarc in ¢
cornncction bciveen tnc nossibilits of tlcis Lcettirng & houce
en¢ the fuct thet we ere eirdny views on L seing here, I
that is &1l thet iz heooening, well, I sm corry thoi s provlem
‘@3 scrioun ¢s this one iy simpll br*hg e in thet wey. I
hope 11 izn't so Leeruse I hezve hewrd the xonc,rzllﬂ larber
meke vhat I consider to bLeove been-one of his rest drnressive

and genuine speeches in this Izuse vhien he rpiveﬂ the

guestion of the neonle in Czsola's Puilding &né I think thezt
thi v showed me thet for him the housing ”ituution wzg not
simply & vote cazticher but ‘something that heving eome to
¥nowing throuch personal contsct, he himself is prepcred to
devote 2 grest deal of his politicel enerry to hclping to
réoolve, znd I hope that it is in thtt way thet he is bringing
the motion .to ‘this Fouse and not simply, es perkips has been
vuLLestod by .the linister for Economic Dcvelopweﬁu ir ni

reply, simply beczuse it is a good thing to hit thc Gover nueﬁt
over the nead with. "I can sey thst so.fer from vhet he hs

aid I hope he will be eble to sey more on whet he thinks iu

the policy thet is required. There is reelly no problem in
supporting the motion as it stznés becouse the motion as it
stonds znd in the ebsence of z.clear cut statement of policy
from the Honourable lexber who is noving the motion which by .
implication woulé be what he would be expecting me to-vote for,
I heve no problem in voting for this. If the Noice is con scerned
at the continuing snd EQCﬁldtinf nousing problem in CGidrealier,
well, I think there is no question ebout it‘ the lNouce is
concerne@, if it wesn't concerncé it wouldén't be & subject
matter for us to be devoting three or four hours of our tim

to diccussing it. X thin): the Government certezinly necés to
reappraise and revise the direction of iis housing policy bui
I am not sure thst what I think is 1ts Sirection iz what ihe
Government thinks is its éirection or whet the Honourable Ir
Naynes thinks is its .direction snéd I am not sure the revisicn
that I want is the one thst he wants. As long es he leaves 1t
ss nebulous ss this, I hsve no p‘oblcm in votinc for this and
saying what the revision thet is required is es far es I an
concerned. I certainly airee with vhet he hés seid sbout the
modernisation ané devclopment. I sm not sure whet is the
pollcy change thet 1s requircu 1n sociezl czses, medicsl ceses
and young spplicants-and I don't think.one c:ﬂ scy that a
policy chunge is “elereG bECauce people are insensitive in
the Housing Deperiment, Vhether ithey &re irsensitive or not
is, I think, éependent on who you are, reclly, in terms ol the
treztment thet you get end how willing you sre to accept that
treatment. Some people gre mede to weit & very long tire for
en interview and never complain becruse it is not in their
charscter or personclity %o 6o0.1%, some people get interview
every week end still w'nt to go there ené¢ string .everyvoly up.

in any case, even if it was ihe case that the ucpa“trcnt wa
insensitive, the policy in terms oi asXing for a ch&nge of

direction of policy, the policy must be either as I see it to .
give more veicnt o these people at the expense of oiher.
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retand vhy there would be
in ChhA., e I & recent cese, o'r wpeckcr, of
in the United Wingdor vhere comebofy wis fincd
creunt ol mone;.'uo.. thing lite hel:s ¢ willien .

thire 1i¥e tl :t ¢né they nentiored the ¢éércue on FPC.

cervninly und

wender h' the reieticon would hﬂve teen in the Unpitcé Fingdcom
1f it we cit thzt thiet weo ¢ s rcenle uncer-
stind Coun il hiouzes in the Urni the uwert of
syirne thy thet wonldd elicit -o“ ted Yingcdon to
Tutll mere Council houses, for ¢ hingcéom wrnéth

United Kingdom local authorities are in a differcnt situation
cirittecly vherc vecwnle heve got an cprortunity vh )
don't have in Gitreltar and which 1% secens very &ifl

provide in Gi br:ltar, vhere peowm ln heve an oppertunity to

provice housing feor themeoelves &t reosc cnably ro:cuu cont, the
colicy thut hes evolved in the United ¥inpéom reclliy is that
public howeing is sonmething thet sctec co ¢ gfiety rnet ensuring
that noboly is without & roof over.their heads, I tndnk in
Cihrelter if it wés ever the intention to do thet, then |
cecerteinly that ie something ub'* we have fulled te ¢o beceuse
we hove sot the tvo extremes. ¢ heve get peozle 11V*LL in
Covernment I ousing who cen 'ell b¢fczé to provi{e Jor them-—
zelves cné we have fot peorle - hie heve no cholce bui %o oy

thrce "U""uC;o of their incore in rented sccomncofetien. I 77
certeinly uouli zrree entirely thet ikere is & mneel to re- ¥
‘¢pnraise and revise the (irection oi the housing policy £
because T do"‘ think the houz iﬂc policy iz eschicving whati
rcelly shoulé be schieveé vhich is & sup-ly of CGovernrent
houses to ensure thet those in neef ere ctle tc chbicin 2
recsonakle level of sccoimmocatlion at z reuesoncble ccet within
a rcesonebile period of time., That, es & fundementsl aim of
heousing ,ollcs, is certeinly POu bcirg achieved cond we
certrinly need to discover why it is nmot meing echicved, I
thini: it *s.eeAs encugh to 2 Covernment te nrovide for
&' level of building such as we hove seen in the Voryl Tegg
Eotste but I think it is ewuslly velid Tor the Government o
scy bo us: 'Miell, thet cost tuenty eight million pounds, ar
you scying thot you are vrpesrci teo suvvort the level of
tcryation rezuired to raise twenty cight mil

5
P
s

cl1 poul: r’.s to
build another Vsryl Terg or ycu &re o ; i
cnother Veryl Pepr bLuilt snd the Drit
provide the tventy eight millien pourd iz
indicetion that the Pritish Governmcx ; e
unsywpathetle to that bcetuse, in fhct, even In their

oY

is

Tocal Authorities, where there i rnowhere neex the
of public housing thet we have in Gibriltzr, there is
Loeal suthority in the Unitcé Hingdom that hags, pot 65
of public housing out of the totil housing steck., T
in the United Lingdom in good nreas io OOﬂot'iLf like iC
L5%, Tn bad aress, which are tlie ouey COLtP *u' by the
Conservatives, it is only 5% or 10%. I cdon't knos to ha
extent CTA analyscs these mutters but I th onght if it does
and if ‘it is infliucnced in any wiy by domentic nolicy on
thcse issues, then we would have a very, very tough time
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nrojrenrc, #llief with the
ocetion of the finsl blocks of
Government wes plonning to have and I
e will reczll, et thet stzge the non-slloca~-
v [.m-ant thet the peopnle who woulé have got
1 Begr ¢ién't go into Veryl Degr which meznt the
;it they woulé have left vhich were going to be used
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£ vere not then aveilzble, which meznt that the
3 nisa?ron orogramce toorn longer then it might

ve Conre ard cost more than it would otherwise

he whole history of that hes mede z problem that
,» worve. I don't think anybody can deny thst, not
he Coverrment. The Covernment sey it was beyond their
control, as politiciszns, I éon't think lerbers of this House
on_thzs side woulc expect azny Governmernt to come zlong bereﬂ
and Dbang their chest ¢né =zzy "mez culpa' three tires énd then

(LI SRR »1

-
ok

a

£€o to zn election in 2 couvle of yezrs time so thet we cen

~ys R EaSN ~r P ) - =] y “ -
F;‘f9f¢°hft over them. They are bouné to try znd -justify it
e f“ if there is zn element of ‘baé planning or misjudgement

bg»_I con't thirk the motiorn, as I understend it, is concerned
with the-gquelity of the jucgement of the people who are todsy
%n Covernrent. It is concerned with fun@%mental-nolicy ‘
¢ecisione thet would be necesscry whoever wes in Goverrment.

Trhe essence of thece fundementel policy decisions are economic
in? we vere being told in snother rmotion thzt I brought to this
House, I'r Spesker, on Irifzy, that it would be very wrong to
mizlezé people about our possibility to be insulzteé from the
rezlities of the outside worlé. I think that whereas I don't
“seecent thet in the czce of the Tockysrd, I would certzinly
zccept thet stetement in the case for s lot of other policies
thet we discuue in this House. e ere appsrently telling

people thet the unachievable cen te achieved anéd the unobtairsble
can be obtained znd I woulé not want to be & psrty to that
beceuse I btelieve that it is pessible to resolve some funa-
rertzl problens affecting -our community 2s it is pocsible to
resolve those fundzmentel problems in other parts of the world
tut I ¢o so from & specific spproceh which is the besis of my
roliticel zhylczophy ené in gugvorting the motion, which I am *
soing to fo, I rust meke 1t clesr to the House that for me

the zense of (irection that is recuired, is not simply a
cuection of sgzying: "iell, give more voinis to so and so, so
thzt ke hes got 3 tetter chcrce of ge%ting 2 houge than %he
cther person”. Or simply seying: “.ell, modernisation isn't
worilng fast enough Tecezuse there are groups of workers
distrituted &ll over the dlazce &nd you carnot keep tabs on
ther", .I an tzlking sbout the needé for & cohesive policy on
housing tzsed on zn ideologicel cocmitment %o a partitular’
way of orpenising the econcmy. That is why I will support

the meotion teccusce I thind tlat Zu the ehrige ihet I relicve iu
reruired tut Ioar ot cure thrt et Zo the clingo hei is being
advocsted by the mover but the wover isn't asking mwe as tar as I
o1 concerned to Lunoort neccrnerily the relicy ihet e deco tut
to say thet the Goverrmont vecfe to wrofucc ¢ rezuireiscl of

ity policy, erd certedinly s fer roc I coneernes, I cm CcOLi~
vinced thul thet is necesvary. Lot ne just sey ore Iinel point.
I curnot be sure o wiiet extent thot woule apply to ihe cuestion
of the eéministretive struecture of ihe Bousirg l.cperiment
beczuse I &m telying "sbout funfimernted rolicice end I am nol
talling ebout the «fuinicirction of the Housilg Tenirtnent end

I sm not ¢uite sure whet thei rewns, crywey, beczusc gll that
the mover soid in resnect of thrt poirt, &s fer &s T con recell,
is thzt the Housing Commitiees were doing a very good job and
thset they supporteé the system and thet he would 1li¥e to sit in
gs an observer in the Cormittecs.

HON A J BAYNES:

IT the Fonocurable lcrmber will prive wey. I wes relerrirng to the
fset thst there sre four hinisters involved in the sdministra-’
tive structure of housing &né thet there is. & lzck or cokesion
within those minisiries andé I mede perticular reference to the

‘Family Care Unit reporting protlems of the last ycer.

EON J BOSSANO:

I ar prateful for thrit Lr Spesher. "1 toox the céministrative
structure to mesn ilic wsy the housing stock is meneged by the
zdrinistretion, thet is whst I woulé heove undcritood 'ty that.
It may be that it necds to be menuged in a ¢ifferent way bus

it seemed to me thet there hcd becn no reference to thet ©srv
of" the motion from whet the Eonoursble ilcmber had said: I tske
it then that what he is szying is thet one ghould not Lave
¢eperiments which do not come directly under the hHousing '
linister involved in different fzcets of the housing probless
2nd thet it would be better if it were centrslised end 211l under
the same linister. I think thut there is probebly & grest deal
of logic in that and I would support thet.zs & sensible thimg.
iut I éon't think it comes ecross irom saying, s the motion
says, thet we neeé 1o revise the direction of the zéministrstive
otructure of the Housing Department. I think most people would
un@ersiand by thet the way the Eousing Deveriment is structured
eéministratively, thet is, with a Lousing ienaper ard District
werdens end so on, is not & food thing end thet it shoulc be
changed. ILr 3pecker, I don't think there’'is any other point
that I wish tc comment on so subject to snybody being eble to
persusde me otherwise, I propose to support the moticn.

HOW Y X FLATHIRSTONZ: - o o ) N
I'r Spesker, ihe Government, is of course, greatly concerned at

the continued ané escslzting housing problem. With that we
don't argue. But with the second point, feers that the problea
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will only become worse unless Governzent is prepared to re-
ppralse etc., with that, we do argue. There are a number
oP points which I think spring to mind and which should be
censidered fully when the whole quesiion of housing is brought
up. Is housing to be z Government monopoly? If it is, then
it must be appreciasted there is & two-fold cost involved.
There is the original cost of building which today, as my
Honourable Friend has ssid, is running at approximately
£L:0,000 per flat. So that if you want to make any large
impact, you need very great deal of money to do 1t and T
stress a very great deal., If we are going to build, as we
hiope in the next development programce, some two to three
hunéred houses, that is going to cost us some £12m to &£14m.
If we want & Varyl Begg type of housing estate then of course
we are talking in the region of £30r to £35m which 'is under.
any circumstances, I think, beyond the possibilities of the
Gibraltar economy. The second point that has to be tzken is
that every .Government house built is pushing up the total
subsidy that has to be put on housing and into the Housing
Fund every year. This 1s something that we must consider all
the time because if a house is costing £40,000 or let us be
generous, costing £30,000, the loan charges on that run et
something like £4,000 a year and £4,000 a year cannot be the
rent that we can reasornably charge eny person who is going to
live in that accommodation and the £4,000 a year is only
covering the loan charges and not covering the amount that
.has to be put iIn for maintenance. The maintenance factor is
a.very important factor. As the Honourable Mr Bossano has
said, it is ne good us building = lot of property and then
not maintaining it and allowing it to deteriorate into a
slum. One woulé hope, at a wise rate, that one would spend
some 2% of the value of the property in annual maintenance
end if your housing stock &t the moment which is worth some-
thing 1like £80m to £100m, is going to have 2% per annum spent
upon it, ithen we are considering a figure of £1.6m to £2m per
annur reguired for maintenance alone. It is a figure we are
not reaching and I regret to say that our housing stock has
ané is continuing to deteriorate more than we are looking
after it. Government is trying the scheme of putting out
some of these derelict properties for people to take up,
hopefully, young people, and develop themselves but one of
the tnlngs lacking in town, for which the blame has to be
izid, I think, on the b“ivate sector, 1s the lamentable lack
of facilities to help youngsters to build their own houses.
Vie do have some building societies.in Gibraltar, but they are

worning on.a very reduced and very limited scale. It is normal

in the United Xingfom where you get a mortgage to build, that
the mortgage lasts over 25 to 30 years wheress I understand in
Givraltsr the assistence that the banks in particuler are
willing to give has to be over a 15-year périod which in most
instances means a very heavy drain on the person taking up
such a -mortgage. It would help tremendously if the gereral

-public of Gibraliar were willing to invest in their own city

- erd were w1lling to put their savlngs into bullding sccieties

143,

rather than to put their savings into UK Companies and UK
banks so that this money could be devoted to assisting the
younger veople of Gibralter to tske up their own morigages

and to slowly turn CGibraltar from a practically Government
ovned housing area, into an area in which people own their

own houses themselves. The Honourable Lir liaynes said that
very little has been done. VWell, I would challenge that.

We have built some fifty or sixty houses at Rosia Dale, we
have built at Rose Shrine, new houses at Tarik Ramp, we have
the new housing schemes &t St Joseph's, St Jego's, Flat
Bastion Road. I don't think it is very little being done. It
may be it is not enough, that is a possibility, -but as I saild
we have to live wlthin the constraints of the finances we can
afford. At the same time, a year and a half ago, we could

not have built very much more because we did not have the
capacity to do so. Our building force was working full blast,
there was not sufficient labour. or manpower®to do anything
more, so once again we have a constraint on that. The Honour-
able Mr Haynes has made the comment that there should be one
Minister in charge of everything for housing. What is this

‘Minister to be? Is he to be a Minister for Fublic Works in

one breath, Ninister for Lsbour in snother, Minister of
Economic Development? He would be a marvellous man if he
could cope with all this. The Public Works side has made

its own contribution and I would challenge the statement made’
by Mr Haynes that in modernisation it has not been properly
accounted for and not been up to standard. - That, I do not
think is the correct application of the fects. Every penny
that is spent is fully accounted for by the Quantiiy Surveyors
of the Public Works Department and the Clerks of Works see that
the actual work done is up to standerd. I sm not-going to go
into the ‘question of the social cases, medicel cases, etc.,
because that is more in the province of my collicague the
HMinister for Housing but I.would say that whatever is the
position in.the future, the constraints on more housing for
Gibraltar are going to be limited by the amount or the extent
to which we are willing to put our haends into our pockets and
pay for it. We are already heavily taxed, we .sre not afraid
to tax more to meke wmore housing, but if we should come up
with further taxation for paying for housing then I hope our
friends in the Opposition will support it and will not be
crying out at every opportuniiy for a reduction in taxation as
has been theilr wont over the past.

The house recessed at .00 p.m.

The House resumed at 3.20 p.m.

HON B J ZAMMITT: '

¥r Spesker, I thought there would be further contributions

from the other side of the House before I replied to some of
the things mentioned by the Honourable and Learned Mr Andrew

44,
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Haynes. MKr Speaker, I will éwéll briefly upon the points
raised by ¥r EHayres in reletion to the responsibility with which
I am cherged. I think the development side of the housing
situation has been dealt with by my friend, the Honourable Mr

" Canepa, end by ¥r Featherstone, and therefore I will deal with
all the points raised by Mr Andrew Faynes regarding the ultimate
allocation of houses. Mr Speaker, I think Kr Haynes is fully
aware that the housing problexz of Gibraltar is not a two-year
0ld problem, it stems far beyond that. In fact, 1t goes back
to possibly the colonisl era of Gibraltar when the then Colonisl
Government constructed no houses other than Harrington Buildings
Tor the people of Gibraltar and the people were forced to live
in the private sector and the situation was then brought to

light after the war, perticularly on the reiurn of Gibraltarians °

from the evacuation, and there was a Resettlement Board and it
was then and only then that the elected Governments of Gibralter
were able to construct houses to accommodate the Gibraltarian
Tamilies. Mr Speaker, whether we agree or disagree with what
the Government has done or Governments have done since the war,
I think the figures are that we have over 5,000 houses of =&
post-war standard and it is not bad going considering, as I

say, that we were dependent purely on the private sector in

the past. The whole crux of the situstion, where I find
difficulty in agreeing with Mr Andrew Haynes, is that I have
beer able over the past two years that ir Haynes has been in
this House, to hold frequent meetings with him on housing ,
ratters and it was only until I felt sick, in October, that

I have been unable to keep up ny meetings with him. It is

here that I find great daifficuity in being able to reconcile
whet he, in fact, means by this motion. It is very comfortable,
I think, for & lember of the Opposition or indeed any other -
rerson, not being in Government and charged with the responsi-
bility of housirg people, it is quite comfortable to give every
single person who approaches him some sort of comfort. I agree
with that, ¥r Speaker, because I feel that people must be given
goxze sort of hope but what Xr Haynes has never been able to say
is who he intends to give priority to and to the detriment of
whoxz. IP ¥r Haynes feels that we should give the young
epplicants, the young couples, preference over those people

who have been waiting patiently on the list for ten or twelve
years, then I think he should make it publicly known. If he
feels we should give those people with-bronchitis priority

over a2pplicants on the waiting list then I think he should make

that known bul he cannot continue to. give every single applicant,

whether medically categorised, whether Government quarters,
whether on the housing list, whether on social grounds or on
whatever grounds, I think he ought to be able to say categori-
cally and clearly who he thinks should get preference and who
in turn should be left out. It is only then, ¥r Speaker, that
one would know and people would know exactly where they stand.
I the Honourable Yember feels that the percentage of medical
category, which is 20% of new housing, should be reduced or
increased, then of course it will be to the detriment of the

L. tws.

'éeneral housing list., If he feels we should do sway with

Government quarters, then the Civil Servants should kncw that
the policy of the Opposition or of Kr Haynes is that they do )
not agree with the Goverrnment quarter situation. If they feel
we should not decant pensioners then he should ssy so but I
don't think he can lump together everybody who has a problem
and give the impression that everybody must be helped because
we just haven't got the capacity to do that. XNr Speaker, .I

am trying to be as logical as possible in this approach and

in the meetings that I have held with Mr Haynes, I think I
must give him credit that he listens to me and I try to explain
the various problems. I do not necessarily expect him to agree
with me but I think I do inform him of the day-to-day situation
and the day~to-day problems which most pedple opt to ignore.
There are applicants from U.K. In fact, Nr Spesker, I can

tell the. Honourable ¥r Haynes that at the moment I am in
correspondence with a Gibraltarian who having lived away for

25 years, is going to take the case to Brussels because I told
him that he 'has to be a resident in Gibraltar before he can
apply. If that person came here and saw Mr Haynes, lr Haynes
might give him some form of encouragement but then it must be
to the detriment of somebody else and I would like him to state
clearly when he sums up who he feels we should help and in the
same breath-say who he feels we should not be so generous with.,
I, personally, have made my position very clear to lr Haynes,
Mr Spesker. I am very sympathetic to those people on the
housing waiting list and in particular to the people who have
been waiting the longest. I agree that there are socizl cases
and medical cases and the like but the people who have been
waiting the longest in my estimation- are the people who should
get priority and then everybody would know that there 1s a

time factor and therefore there would be no gate crsshing or
attempts to get assistance elsewhere, be 1t through‘medica}
certiTicates, through dampness, bronchitis, or any other ailment
that can be sought sometimes to the detriment of others who
patiently wait their turn. When it comes to social cases, Xr
Speaker, I think this Government cannot be sccused of nov bging
concerned. I agree that Femily Care Unit reports have begn .-
long in coming in to the Housing Advisory Committee but that :
we all know was on account of the staffing problem in the Lsbour
and Social Security Department but this Government, since 1928
to date, has provided L2 dwellings in the Filipino Hostel, 26
of which 15 have been allocated at Town Range and now in the
next week or so we will be providing another 15 or 16 units at
the Red Ensign Club, so the social cases have hed a fair crack
of the whip when one looks at the whole.perspective of housing.
On the medical category, Mr Speaker, we raised i1t two years
ago from 15% to 20%-and the- Advisory Committee were making it
more difficult for people to get on the medical category list
and were only considering cases which warranted to be medicelly
categorised. On the question of modernisation . which hgs been

8 problem in decanting people, whet I cannot accept from Kr

Haynes is that invariably we are'reaping less than we decant.

1&67
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znk Paxp is a1 exeuple where we have been able to house more
arilies then we decanted but if we do lose on that then of
course it is only because those people who were living in those
corditions have found that their housing lot has improved to a
- stancerd which people expect nowedays end not in a situation as
was the cese before of many people living in 2 room with no
. sanitary facilities whatsoever. The question of the housing
applications nustering 41,800, I grant and accept, MNr Speaker,
the nurber has been more or less static for some time but I
"would remind the Honourable Member and Xembers opposite that
in 1972 when the AACR CGovernment came into power, there were
1,L00 applicants on the waiting list and the distribution of
700 flats at Varyl Begg Estate alone brought about a situation
that we found odurselves with 1,700 applications. One can
therefore conclude, and I have said this time and sgain, that
the situation is one where Government has produced houses, has
allocated houses and yet we find a gross situation of over-
housing.. But ¥r Haynes, I am afraid, does not agree that a
person who iz living in four or five rooms should be decanted
and asked to live in smaller eccommodation. I say, and I hope
it is for the last time as Housing Minister, that if we could
get all those people living in overhoused conditions to move
irto smaller accommodation 50% of the housing problem of
Gibrazltar would be solved. I am not saying that there isn't a
shortage, I am saying that if there was a falr distribution and
if people cooperated then I could guarantee that a lot of the
préblexs today could be resolved. What we cannot have, Kr
Spesker, is ellowing people on rent relief and even not on rent
reliel but in subsidised housing, to continue to live at the
expense of others in grossly overhoused situations. ¥r Speaker,
I was guite hurt by the Honourable ¥r Haynes saying that the
Housing Depariment is insensitive.’ It is pathetic that I never
heear anyvody here saying anything nice gbout a Department thatb
receives nothing more than insults, offensiveness and allege-
tions galore. I think the proof of the pudding is that I mysel?®
have found-it wirtually intolerable to continue to be Housing
¥inister as my predecessors have found because no one comes
round with a bouguet of flowers but they do come round making
all kinés of sllegations and making the most wicked remarks
gbout the Housing LCepartment. The Housing Department are not
insensitive, they have like I have, the imnossible task of satls-
f¥ing people who obviously demand more. than we can afford to
give. Therefore, ¥r Speeker, I think it is unfailr to say that
the Department is insensitive. They are very human and they
suffer ixrensely when people come along with tales of woe with
vhich they agree but which they can do nothing sbout. Nr
Spezker, the Honourable Mr Haynes has again brought out the
guestion of the housing list. I agreed to provide. the top five
in every category not to satisfy Mr Haynes, 1t was brought about
by the Action for Housing Group., This ip the task that I had
explained here time snd time again, which is a difficult one.
It is a -very difficult one if we are talking about LOO names or
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10D names to be typed out just for someone to see how many points
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they have. I think thet five is indicative of the pointage
vaiue required for a particuler kind of accoxzmodation. So,

Mr Speaker, I think that within the problem we have end we

have had and we shall continue to have, there must be &
reslistic epproach, - We have had the Honourable Nr Haynes
raising here the question of Casols's Building sboui which

the Government took prompt action but alass only to find that
the people that were downstalrs with rats and with rotten

bits of furniture the moment we provided them with post-war
housing they opted to go back to & place which had been
condemned and which they had made a big fuss about. <OCne has
to be very careful, MNr Speaker, when one selects & sector of’
the community that 1t must be remembered it is not always
popular to the others who are left behind in trying to &lle-
viate someone else's ordesl. Ky humble opinion is that the
only scheme and the only system which can be construed as
absolutely fair is one which depends on mainly the waiting
time. I would remind the House, ¥r Spesker, that since the
advent of parity there are more applicants from the United
Kingdom, more people who wish to come over and tgke up
residence in Gibraltar, a situation which is aggravaulng thlngs
day by day. I would like to inform this House, Mr Spesker,
that the policy of overhousing, those that we have been able

to persuade whether it be by way of exchanges of people handing
in iwo smaller houses for a larger one, of people going into

"smaller accommodation, has had a tremendous effect and i1f only

the Honourable Mr Heynes, as opposed to saying how many people
have been housed, would have acked the question how many
applications have been cancelled during the year, he would £ind
that it wes much more than the 50 or 60 since he last asked

the question of how many sapplicents we had. The Housing Depart—
ment tries to do its utmost in a fair distribution ol housing
and if the people were a 1little more helpful much more could be
done as has been done in certain areas but it is not smestion
that we are insensitive that we don't wsnt to listen to things
and we just couldn’t care less., As regards the Ninister seeing
people, I will meke 1t quite clear to the Honourable Y¥r Haynes
or anybody else that I am not prepared to grant interviews to
people. I found myself a. few months ago without knowing what
my name was and I am not prepared to interview peoplewho want
to see me week after week for the same situation and they ¥now
that I cannot do what they would like me to do and yet what
they would criticise me for if I did it with somebody else:

The situation must be made absolutely clear. There is 2 scheme
and a system and people must gbide by that scheme and there is
no pally-wally with the Minister or anypody else because the
Minister is not prepared and cannot give anybody an advantage
or privilege. MNMr Speaker, as far as I am concerned, the
problem will not be eradicated with the next two, three, five
or ten years, not only because there is & housing shortage

but because pecple aspire to better and better living conditions
and as time goes on there will obviously be a grester increase
in the standard of living so we cannot keep pasce with that and
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it doesn't take very much to realise that. ¥Nr Spezker, the
donourable Nr EHaynes said the Government had tesken up more

than we could chew. If that is the cese then of course it
would bte one where we have embarked upon a situation of -

housing that we have not been able to keep up with. The situa-
tion is that if we did not decant those people from those

houses that the Henourable ¥r Haynes finds empty, possibly, like
Casola's, we would have found tragic circumstances because some
-of our housing stock is so olc that there could be problems
galore if those people weren't brought out. We have more blocks
that reguire decantlng in the very near future. Mr Spesker, in-
ending I would like to add briefly to what the Honourable iz
Bosszno said.on the actual motion and that is that one does not
know what the motive of the wmotion is all about. It is not =a
motion of censure on the Government, it is not a motion of

censure on the Minister or the Ministers he refers to or anything

else. Mr Speaker, the Government will accept that we are very
concerned with the housing problem. t is a problem that has
been here before ¥r Hayrnes ever dreamt of coming into politics.
The rest, I am afraid, we just cannot agree with because there
is ro subs*apce at all and there is no directive*as to which
way the motion i1s heading for and as I say I would be very
grateful in particular if the Honourable Er Haynes publicly
said who he would like to give priority to and in saying that
to the Cetriment of which sector of the housing applicants he
would like it to be. Otherwise, ¥r Speaker, I think we could
be arguing all day and quite honestly the public of Gibraltar
are left in the same dismay as they have been left in the past.

.

HON ¥ATOR R J PELIZA:

Kr Spesker, it seems as 1f the Government does not realise that
it is the Government that is supposed ito govern and not the
Opposition. ZEvery time we come along to press them to do some-
thing they ask us to tell them how to do it better. Of course
we can do it better if they Jjust come here and we: go over there
but it so happens that the electorate of Gibraltar sc far does
not seem to have woken up to the fact that this particular’
Government which has béen in office for quite a few decades

$ill cannot deliver the goods and all they tell us is "You
tell us how to do it" because, basically, that is what it is.
We are not here to tell them how to do it, ¥r Speaker, but
certainly we are here to try and press them to do something
about it. I must say that my Honourable Friend on the right,
judging by the reaction from the Government, is doing thsat
magnificently except, of course, that it all seems to be wasted
in bad temper but-really in no action.. We would’ like to see
less bad temper and more actlon. Mr Spesker, we’are not here
to-decide what policy by any form of ideology. We are not ,
trapped or imprisoned cr caged by any form of ideology. It has
been proved, ¥r Spesker, that the ideology is not always the -
best way of proceeding willy-nilly because if ideoclogy is going
10 stop me from doing whet I think is right to do at this
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moment, I am not en ideologist. If one looks &t the world,
generally, we will find that those countries which esre obsessed
with some form or other of ideology are the most backward, where
pecple are enslaved and which are suffering most. Therefore, Mr
Speaker, my Party is not in any way restricted by any forr of
ideology but we see what might be good in any ideology and how
it can be gpplied in a practicel serise at the moment, now,
because now is only now tomorrow it might be 8 completely
different situation and still we are going to stick to the old
ideology because we thought that this was the thing, that was
the theory, forget sbout the practice. MNr Speasker, we are not
that wey, and, therefore, there is no reason why we must stand
here with an ideological theory for a housing problem. I cen't
understand why my Honourable Friend on the left was saying, that
you must come here with an ideological plan. No, l¥r Speaker, we
do not come here with an ideological plan, but I think we do
come here for the purpose that we have been elected, to try and
stir the Government into action. That is our role, lr Speaker,

.and that is what my Honourable Friend on the right is doing. I
_was sad , rather than angry, to hear & man that I .admire

considerably and who I know has got -tremendous respect for
democracy and the role of the Government in democracy, to say
that in future he was not going to care two hoots how he
answered questions in this House. Mr Speasker, that is very ‘oad°

HON A J CANEPA:

If the Honourable Member will give way. He knqws that I dia
not say that. I said that if the answers that I give are going,
to be treated as haphazardly and as 1lightly as the Honourable
¥r Haynes has dealt with answers. that I have given him earlier .
in this meeting, then in the casse of the questions which the }
Honocurable Mr Haynes puts, I will not waste my time and that

of Senior Civil Servents for whom it is no mean task--to prepare
answers to so many questions., I will not take =s much céare in
providing the information. But I did not say that I was not
going to answer questions in this House as I have always done. .
This is what I do not like, to have my words twisted, X¥r Speaker.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, it is very difficult without the Hansard to say
exactly what the Minister said then but I think that is what
he meant.

MR SPEAKER:

The Honourable Minister said exsctly what he has fepeated now
and Hensard will show this.

Ay

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: - ) RN

#r Speaker, what he sald was that he wan't going to take so much
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care In the way he answered quesiions put by the Honourable Hr
Heynes. Isn't that rore or less what he said, or have we got
new to go word by word, Ee means tha% he is not going itc take

. &ll that care, he 1is going to care-less about the wey he
answers the questions, What the Minister must realise, Mr
Speaker, is that the answer that he has given is not for that
particular Minister, it is for the whole House and it is for
the whole of Gibralter =znd he has a responsibility toc answer
the questions as thoroughly and as well, whatever is done wlth
the Eugst*on afterwards., -

HON A J CANEPA:

¥r Speaker, 1f the Honourable iember will give way. I under-
stood when I came to this House and from the reading that I
have made about the principles of Parliamentary democracy to
which we subscribe, that questions are put in the House in
crder to elicit information. If I give information in an
answer and I quote a figure three days:ago, I do not expect
. that figure to be distorted in order to serve a pariticular
purpose. I expect that information to be treated for what it

is worth, accurate information, and not to be grossly distorted ;.7

es has been the case earlier today. That is all that I am
objeciing to. .

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

¥r Speaker, I was coming to the question of the figure and I
was very glad in fact that the ¥inister has drawn attentlion to .
it although I would nrot have forgotten. If we look &t the
.matter that so disturbed the Hinister concerned, he will see
that in his statement of the 26th of October.

-'P‘ICI{ A J CANEPA:

Ko, ¥r Speaker, I was not referring to the statemeni of the 26th’

of October. I was referring to the answer that I gave to a
Parliamentary Question. put the other day, here, three days ago,
‘not the 26th of October. I ssid that the number of units
involved in the four properties in question, other than City-
¥illi Lane, was thirteen. That was the statement that I was
referring to, not to the oﬁe that I made in the House in
October.,

EON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Yes, Xr Speaker, I was also coming to that but opne has to go
stage by stage. The Minister will motice, Mr Speaker, that I
‘am giving way all the time and also perhaps &% this stage he
could be reminded that my Honourable Friend who

is shadowing housing would have given way if you had not
literally instructed him not to give way.

" MR SPREAKER:

- I certainly did that after he had given way several times and

I am going to ask you to do the -dame now.
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Well, Mr Speaker, I only hope that in this instence the
Minisuer will not really get cross with me and tell me thsat
he in future will never give way o me sgs in fact he did to
my Honourable Friend on the right, because I can't literally,
you have now directed me not to give way and you did exactly
the same thing before.

MR SPEAKER:

I am not going to enter into arguments-as to why Members co -
things or not. It is my privilege snd my prerogative to decide
whether a Member should give way or not end if the circum~
stances warrant I will most certainly give these instructions

as and when I consider it necessary.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: )
Very well, Mr Speaker, let us get on with the tesk sthst I

think we have in front of us which is a gigentic task, ¥r
Speaker, for this Opposition to try and move the Government

. on what is; I would say, second %o the Dockyard, the most:
.serious problem of Gibreliar - housing. We musn't get

personal, Nr Speaker, when we sre talking about housing,
whether I have two rooms arnd never lived in-more than two,
or. somebody else has got something else. Let us come inio

. this House without, for goodness sake, introducing personslities

or motives. Let us assume all the time, Xr Spesrer, that what-
ever I may say I am saying in the interests of Gibralisr becsuse:
if every time that we speak in this House somebody is going to
stand up end try and suggest that you are doing it for some
other motive, then ¥r Speaker, we are not, I think performing
our duty in the best interest of Givbraltsr. Therefore, Kr
Speaker, I think we have got to assuime that whether it Is &
Member of the Government or whether it 1s a ¥ember of the
Opposition who speaks, he is not doing it with any other
motive than in the interests of Gibralter 2nd if this is so,
perhaps, it is the obligation of the Nember corncerned to b*ing
it out and substentiate it but not just to drop & hint and
leave it at that. I would like, Mr Spesker, that to disappear
Trom this House. But carrying on with the statement, kr
Speaker, which we were talking sbout, if he locks &t his
statement there he will see under paragrsph 4 the properties
in guestion, 2 at Lower Castle Resd, 1, at Devil's Gap Steps
and 1 at Willig's Road. ‘A policy, k“ Spegker, that after so
many years of itrying ito do modernisstion which hes cost Gibrale-
%ar a2 lot of money, I would have thoughi thei thet has only
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" come about, the beginning of this, because we haven't in
anything yet, tut the beginning of this modernisation in
the sense that we are probably going te see it in the future

-is just sbout to start. In fact, they haven't started, the
tenders have not even gone out. .

" HCN A J CANEPA:

"I think I also said in the answer to ithe question two or three .

- days ago, that the tender documents were about to be issued,
and they are, the tender documents will issue within a few

days. If they are not out before the end of the year, it is
because of the holiday break in between but I can assure the

" Honoursble Member, that this is a matter that we are proceeding

with, the tender documents have to be véry carefully prepared

= and vetted by the Attorney General's Chambers but I saw a draft

of the documents this morning before I came in and I am leaving
no stone unturned to try and get ‘this tender notice out before
the end of the year.

HON HAJQR R J PELIZA:

Vhat I say, Mr Speaker, is that looking at it from fhis side of fi'

the House, the Government never seems to keep target dates,

there is always slippage one way or another.. It is.only proper.

and right that we should never assume that the Government will
édo what they say they intend to do in the itime they say they
are goling to do it because it has been proved time and again
that any target dste given by the Goverrment is not worth the
sound with which it is made let alone the paper it is written
on. ¥r Spesker, I think it is very velid to say that at the
moment we have four houses for which tender notices are going
to come out and those are the four houses that my Honourable
Friend was referring to, four houses,' thirteen flats. But my
Friend was referring to four houses and he was right there.
- That stdtement 15 absolutely right and nothing has been
tmlsted Therefore, ¥r Speaker, I think if the Honourable
‘inister were to listén more to what is sald in this House,
) he could not say that the thing was being twisted in any manner
or form. I am sure that on reflection he will accept that he
was wrong. Being a mathematician is always accurate, Kr
Speaker. It would have been more accurate if he had listened
to what my Honourable Friend said about four houses. 4And so,
¥r Spesker, we go on to the housing 'question. The only sub-
stential housing project carried on in Gibraltar since. 1969 was
one ‘that the Government which was only in power for a very:
short time brought sbout after consiuerable difficulties., OF
_course, there are difficulties, if there were no difficulties
there would not be & housing problem. When we took over, I
sm talking about capacity, the frontier had been closed and
vhere was no labour here. It would have been easy to say we
can't build houses becesuse there is no labour., The firm that
.was doing the Glac1s Estate hed gone bankrupt and they héd no
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labour and we had to literslly take over from them, We carried
on building there and we went shead with what has bcen the

. greatest housing project here and then of course, Vr Spesker,

if we look back, when they took, over agsin, this is when all
the problems started and when they were in a position to try

- and put it right,-they- took ages, - vie Kcpt uellina them hiow
to proceed and they wouldn't and of course we haven't seen the
_end of it yet. The difficulties were there, we told them how

to come out of It and eventually they did it the way we
suggested. That is the truth, lMr Speaker, and look from there.
on. The Government say they cannot allow to have slums in
Gibraltar. M¥r Spesker, new houses in Gibraltar esre slums -
already. Not the old ones, lMr Speaker, perhaps there are

Tewer slums in the old areas than there are in the new ones.
Why, Mr Speaker? Isn't that part of Government administration?’
Isn't that a Government Estate? That is why I congratulated

the Minister on being imaginative. Vhen there are some
strawberries to be given away I do give them sway but they must

.expect-raspberries, Nr Speaker, ‘as well and this is what they
- are getting todady, I am afraid, because it is Justified and I

think in their heart of hearts they know it is justified. kr
Speaker, I asked whether the Government can do something for
the housing estate and the reason why I said it was to try

and avoid them getting worse than they are today. One looks
at houses, flats, blocks which are privately owned-&nd there
are no slums. One looks at those that are Government owned .
and they are getting worse, and worse, snd worse all the .tine.
But I am not going to tell them how to do it, I know how.I
would do i1t, and I dropped a hint but that hint wasn't taken.
It is not ocur duty to tell them how to do 1it.’ Our duty is to-
point out what is going wrong, that is our duty. And if they
can't put it right they can carry on expecting that we are
going to keep saying so until they put it right. 1Naybé they
are incapsble of putting it right, it is very likely. In the
next elections, perhaps, Mr Spesker, the people will reslise
it is time to hsve a new broom, or call it what you like, °
because it is badly needed in Gibraltar, no one can doubt that.
What we need is a new broom in every sense of the word -and
particularly in housing. A new vacuum cleaner, someone_said,
I hope they buy it from Acmoda, kr Spesker. It is & serious
matter and I think my Honourable Friend was asbsolutely right
when he clearly stated that there was really nobody responsidle
for housing. It is clear that no one really has full responsi-
bility for housing in Gibraltar. It is spread among three
Ministers bedause three of them have spoken on the motion,
This is the problem it is essential that one man must be held
responsible and because he is then responsible he will try end
move Government to go his way. But if one.can pass the buck
to the other one and the other one can pass it back, it turns
up to be nobody's baby. I am afraid to -say that housing in
Gibraltar looks very much like being nobody's baby. :This is
the reason, Er Speaker, why the situation of housing i1s the
way it is, O course 1t is not & vote of censure on the
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Government in this instance. fThere should be one person
responsible for housing, Mr Speaker, not someone who doesn't
went to be there. '

HON H J ZAMKITT:

If the Honourable Member will give way. In his time in
Government there was a ¥Vinister for Housing who worked under
the Public Works Department and there was a Minister for

Public VWorks end there was a Hinister, Major Gache, for
Development, . Would the Honourable Member like o explain how
it worked sc beautifully under his administration and it cennot
vorX under this one? There were also three Housing Ministers
in two years and ten months, not seven jears like me.

HON X¥AJOR R J PELIZA:

I am not suggesting for a moment that we should do away with
the Kinister for Economic Development or the Minister for-
Publie Yorks, that is not the pc*nt Mr Speaker, but that the
men who has got to carry the can and answer for'housing is one
Einister, the Xinister for Housing. It is up to him %o push’
the other iwo Hinisters, whoever they are, to perform their
duty in respect of what he is responsible for. That is the
po*nt ¥r Sneaker, because that is the only way it can be done
and then the threat of resigrat*on from the Minister. : .

HON H J ZAMNITT: .

Cn a point of order, I heve not for one noment said I am o
resigning. .

HON KAJOR R J PELIZA:
Who.said 80%
HCH H J ZAHUITT:

© T understood the Honoursble Member to say that the Minister
was on the verge of resignation.

_ HON MAJCR R J PELIZA:

I have not said that. Then the Minister who is responsible for
Housing, ¥r Speaker, he has got a weapon in his hand because if
the other Ministers &o not perform in .accordance with what he

says, he can resign. That is what I was going fo say. This is
where the integrity end responsibility of the Minister comes in.

HOK H J ZAMMITT:

¥r Speaker, I think it is intolerable that the Honourable MKember
can come along and say things about the integrity on an individual
who has had nothing but kicks for the last seven years and if I

A
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had to resign I would not have.to ask the Honourable Member
,opposlte‘co encourage me to resign. A1l I can say, despite

my iliness, 1s that if my Government want me to stey in
housing I shall stay in housing. .

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

My Spesker, I was not referring to him, I was talking generally
because.what I. am saying is that this is the way 1t should te
done, If I have my principles end I think I csnnot carry them
out then, Kr Spesker, I as Minister would go and I would ask
the Chief Minister, whoever it mey be, I am telking generally
now; to find somebody else becesuse I could not perform thé job
that had been-given to me to performs That is the point I anm
trying to make., It is a difficult one, of course it is, no
one is in doubt about that but not becsuse it is & difficult
tagsk are we going to leave it there. The easy way is - to bring
out all the difficulties that there are, that is the essy
answer but this is not what we sre in Government for, Vr
Speaker, it is precisely to overcome those difficulties so I
would suggest ¥r Spesker, that if any other motlion on housing
comes to this House there is a Hinister who will reply and
then if the other Ministers want to come out in support, that
is a different matter. But to spresd it the way that it has
been. done today to me is e véry clesr Indicetion thst my

'Honourable Friend on the right is asbsolutely squetre on. If

we think of modernisation purely and simply as doing away with
slums we are missing the point. The object is to produce more
houses and as a sideline you do away with slums. In this
instance it looks as if the Government is beginning to see the
whole thing in 'a different light. Now they are going to puil
money into housing and now they are geing to do it in 2
different way, suggesting that people should come along invest

‘the money use their brains snd try and 4o that,- excellent idea,
"Mr Speaker. I go with that, not entirely because there sre

many other ways but it is taking a long time tc meke them go
that way. They were obsessed with the idea of modernisstion. -
They thought that was going to solve their proolems, the way
they used to think before. We knew perfectly well, Xr Speaker,
that this was not going to be the case and we have always kept
saying so all the time, that modernisation was not the answer.
At -last they have reslised that modernisation is not the
answer. The only trouble is that they have not got anything
else to replace it because no one has come today seying how
they see the way ahead to really overcoming the problem of
housing in Gibraltar.  We are nowhere near the beginning of w
overcoming this which is the first priority for the Government

.of Gibralter, because after food comes shelter and it is

really in the home that character is realily built. Education
without & good home is difficult, education with a good home
starts in the family. .Social problems start from & bad home
in every sense. It is rather a pity that this has been so
neglected for s0 meny years and that so 1itt1e has been
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preduced by this Goverrment in that respect.

That is the truth,
¥r Spesker. Then we go back to the social medical cases and
young applicants. Have they said how they are going to go
about it, is there 2 plan going side by side for young appli-
cants? I haven't seen one, after so many years there isn't

one, and yet we nave lots of young people who want to ge%
pmarried and they cannot, In fact, the ordinary way of doing

it is to try and get in with their in-laws and so create
problers inside that particular house so that then because of -
overcrowding, they may get sccommodation. You should give

. those young people the opportunity to be able to help them-—

. Nothing in a big way is done in that respect.

selves which of course is the plan I have and I have said it
here before, ¥r Speaker, so I am not going to repeat  it.
Similarly,
nothing for the medical cases which again should be another
charnel which should be up the sleeve of the Government and,
neturally, the social cases as well., Xr Speaker, over many
years the problems have been there and nothing really concrete
has been done, nothing at all. Just a lot of talk, Mr Speaker,
and no moke and then of course they get annoyed when they see
their image reflected in words which is what happens in this
Hcuse. e are the mirror of the Government, znd they cannot
say this is not so becesuse they know perfectly well that on
occasions when they are right we say so without hesitation,
sometimes 'even more than we should, if you are thinking of
popularity, kKr Speazer. I hope tbat they teke seriously what
I am saying and if I am saying it in thé manner that I am, i%

. is purely and simply to stir them up which is in fact what I

am supposed to do. I will refer now to the administration. I
do not think my Honourable Friend . referred in any way to the
actuzl people working in the Housing Department and if the
Vinister is under that impression I am sure my Honourable Friend
will put him right now. I think he was peferring to the
structure that I 'have been referring.to now., Mr Speaker, it is
the man on top that breaks or makes anything in an organisation
where he has got the power. In the United States it is the
President, in & company, it is also the Chairman, Kr Speaker,

in a Regiment the Comnander, in & Government the Chief Minister
znd one can see when there is a change how all those difficulties
that existed in that particuler regiment or in that particular
company or in that particular country was changed simply because
the man on top changed. All those difficulties seem to
disappear. W%hy, Mr Speaker? What before could not be done now
it is done and this is, Mr Speaker, what my Honourable Friend
was referring to, referring to the structure, the way the
housing problem is run, that one Ninister should be respon51ble
and that Minister should have the stature within the Government
to be able to command the support of all the other Ministers and
all those.who help to make the housing problem come to fruition.
That has not happened for the past year, Mr Speaker., Since there
was a change of Government it hes not happened and unless the
Chief ¥inister does something urgently it will not heppen before
the e¢nd of this Government. Then, of course, I hope .the people
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- ' course one to which everybody subscribes.

will realise that there 1s neeé for a change and perheps there
will be a chsnge at the top and from there there will come
changes. Nr Speaker, I think I have made my point snd I hope
that no ulterior motive is put now to what I have said because
there is no ulterior motive other than one thing, to bring more
houses to the people of Gibreltar which they need 50 badl

which is the ba31c thing of = happy community.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

¥r Speaker, people who have no links with Pariiameht'occasionauy

call them "talking shops" snd I think the Honourable Member who

- has preceded me has really given credit to those who think that

Parliament "is a.'"talking shop" because he talked so much that
was purely unnecessary but of course we all know his propensity
when he gets up he very rarely knows when to sit down.- The
problems of housing are big and I think they were highlighted
this morning by the Minister for Economic Development and by

¥r -Bossanc. The Ideas of better housing, more housing is of
Vihat we cannot
tolerate is a remgrk like saying that the Government is
insensitive to the requirements. IT only for a reasonsbly
comfortable 1ife one would want to be even selfishly sensitive
to that but it is much more than that because it is not now,

it is the backlog, and that is why there is one thing thst ¥r
Bossano said this morning with which I don't agree and that is
the fact that the Government at this stage in England, in the
development programme, has attached very low priority to,
housing (a) because, presumably, when the time comes they will
say that the money is limited and it should go to scmething
more productive snd (b) because they may thlnk thet we ought to
contribute more though we have contributed quite a lot. On the
other hand, the other difficulty of the problem which ¥r
Bossano referred to which is a very big one &nd that is the
incresse of the proportion of publicly owned flats to private
flats 1s big for one very good resson, First of all, because
there was nothing done before the war for 150 yeers of -
colonialism to house anybody in Gibraltar and the post-war
generation inherited this and the other reason is becasuse even
if there was an incentive for people to build their own houses
the military have held toc much lend in Gibraliar and have
given very little land for the people to be able to develop
their own dwellings. One can only see, though at very grest
expense, when there has been available places where people can
build houses people who have been able to do so are people who
might have well been on the waiting list not because they are
not insufficiently in & position to pay for their own house
but simply because they didn't have where to build them. This
is one reason which sometimes I use to strengthn my sargument
when we argue with the United Kingdom about housing, about the
fact that we are suffering from a lack of amenities,' Eefore
the, war if you had to live six or seven to a room and you dién't
want to, you just went scross and found a little house in La
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Linea wiih a patio where you could keep chickens, you could
have 2ll the comforis you wanted and come in &aily and as a
- result of which, of course, both in the evacuation when we

were landed with many more people tharn Gibraltar wes respon-
sible for, 211 British subjects living in La Linea, and
subsequently after repatriation when people started to
gradually go btack agein in reasonsble circumstances, in
February, 1965, at the strcke of a pen the people who were
living in La Linea were deprived from crossing the frontier
every day and we hed an infiux of a number of people. On

both occasions Gibraltar was landed with more people than its
population, landed with people who were evacuated, British.
subjects who were brought here from Tunis, from Lorocco, from
Spanish ¥orocco, from the old French korocco, Kaltese and

other people who haé lived in Spain, who had had no links wit
Gitraltar except to get a Job in the Dockyard and go and live
in Spain from the teginning. These are the factors that have
worsened an already bad situation with lack of space. These
are big problems and it has been made worse by the cost of
building nowadkys and despite reasonably good wages,; the fact
that there has been traditionally an attitude here, perhaps
because of living over the years in very difficult and cheap
accommodation, the reluctance to pay a reasorable proportion

of the wages of a person towards rent. That has always been

2 ninor matier in people’s budgets when in ;act in any modern
society it goes up to about one sixth of one's income in rent. -
Some of the remarks made by Mr Bossano this morning were very
pertinent ones and I look forward to reading the Hansard
tecause there were & number of remarks which he made which
deserve to be considered, if. I may sey so, with respect a
lizile more than the Lv“eval"tiea made by the mover of the
noticn. The Covernrment has not got a staiutory duty to provide
~houses to the people of Gibraltar.' There are Local Authorities
in England who have &nd that is why you read of cases of people
who come into z borough and they have to be housed in hotels =&t
the expenge of the local authority. We haven't got a statutory
obligation but because of the neglect over the years, the new
constitution, thedesvolution of power to the people of Gibraltar
after the war rade 1t 'a mecessity to provide proper housing
because there hzd been none at all vefore. In the o0ld days they
gave out long leases to landlords end compelled them to put them
in a gcod state and keep them at controlled rents., At one stage,
no doubt it was & way in which to make a reasonable profit but
lzter on it became s¢ burdensome that people were offering up
their leases long before they expired because it was no longer
profitable because the p”ODOTuiOD of the controlied reént to the
cost of repair was such that it didn't pay any profits at all,
in fact, in many cases it became a burden.
one or itwo of the points on this to show that the problem of
housing is a fundamental one, a very big one and no number of
motlons in this House can sclve the problem because there isn't
encugh money to build all the houses thst are required in this
generation, and we have done I think 5,000 houses posi-war,
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of which 700 msy- heve been plsnned in Veryl Pegg Estate, but
there were 5,000-houses. The City Council of Gitraltiar started
agiteting Tor vhat' is now called the Alomeds Estate; that was
done before the House of Assembly came into beine. that was in
19L7 under the aegis of the City Council though, of course,
with centrel Government funds. On top of that, of course, came
the difficulties arising out of the closing ol the frontier
when the responsibility that the Government was eXercising with
its own money towards -housing weas imn053101e and that is why
the grant of developmeht aid were totslly, or rather the
provision for housing was made -totelly later on it was made

on a basis of 90%. We have a programme, it is in the develop-

ment programme which was submitted in February of this year and

over which we have been speaking in other matters in the last
few days. about the future of it. There is no doubt that wiinh
the cost of flats at £40,000, it is not & practical proposition,

as Nr Bosssno said this morning, to undertzke to re-~house the

whole of the people of Gibraltar out of funds and providing -
Tlats at heavily subsidised rents and even then they are
considered high by some people. To say we 4o not care is
ridiculous. The Honourable Mr Csnepa mentioned the fact that
I see certain people, I do not like to. talk sbout these matters
but. when there are accusations of insensif tivity I can tell the
Honourable Mover that I have even had people stey in my house,
particularly women and children who have been left in a car at
night and have had nowhere to go and have called #% my house
at 11 o'clock at night and we have given them a nice bed and a
breakfast until I could help them the next day. To say that
we are insensitive to this 1s ridiculious. I entirely eagree
with what Major Pelizs.sasid that 60%. of.social problems arise
out of difficuliies in housing snd so on, sverybody knows that,
but equally everybody knows that.ihere is no modern wastern
soc*ety, ncet to mention any of the other types which has OLVEu
its housing problems. It is almost, I would say; & conviction
of 20 centuries of western civiliaation that here we are and in
most places where people live in luxury and wealth and here we
haven’t got that opportunity though people live better than
others, of course, that certeinly western civilisation has not .
solved the very essentials in respect of their housing. Western
civilisation may have solved its own problem in respect of food
and has left two thirds of the world without it but it has failed
to cover the essentisl needs of a decent life of hsving a proper
roof over its head and live in ressonadble comfort, that ii{ hssn’'t
solved, and we in Gibraltar have got a number of handiceaps why
it has been made more difficult. The failure to do enything for
4150 years, the increased population and the limitation of space
to encourage Deople to have their own prlvaue houses. Cne Tfinal
word; accusation has been made of the fact thet three ministers
have spoken to this mattér. Of course they have, because they
each have in his own sphere & responsibllity in respect. of
housing. If you make the Minister for Housing the overlord. of _
everything and say: "I want all the rest of the budget subju-
gated to more houses",.and leave the. Port, the Vedical Services,
the Prison, all the other things about- whicn we have questions
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as to why don't we do better on this or that, of course he
would be very popular for a debate but then of course he
would leave the legacy of all the other problems behind him.
Cf course we are doing what we can Iin housing. I think we
are doing more than this community really should contribute
- because of the fact that we have had to pick up years of
delay and yet there are 5,000 new units nowadays, people who
are living in reasonable corfort, and of course there are a
muzber who are waiting. There is only one point that has
been made about the numbers who are walting, and that is
that all the applicants do not require houses. One flat can
so ve two, three or four problems in the list that we were
iven earlier on by the Minister because somebody who is down
for a four-room and kitchen has a-three-room and a kitchen
and that is available for somebody who requires a three-room
and -a kitchen which leaves a two-room and a kitchen and so
forth so, reelly, to kill the core of the problem, we are
talking about something. between 500 and 600 flats in the
course of the next five or six years. Ve may be able to do
250 or 300 if everything goes well with this Development
Programme, we ‘may .be able to have more sites where people.
can use their ingenuity and help. It is true, I know for
a fact, I visit flats, that people who buy old tenement
buildings which let them at not very high rent but much
higher. than ‘they would warrent on conditions of contract .
that they have to carry out, that people svend a considerable

amount of money to prepare theilr own dwellings and they msake .

marvels out of very lititle places. Yet, when in order to
try and save this duplication of costs, we try to bring the
cost of Rosia Pale, which was high enough by not putting tiles
on them, people started to claim rebates of rents and so omn.
This is not possible. If the people of Gibraltar want more
houses as we are going to give them, snd in any case it will
be required because we have a considerable amount of loan .
commitment for housing,. but if we do not get a reasonsable
falr share of development aid in the next programme for
housing and we want to go it as the House clearly shows it,
it will have to be paid for. . }

¥R SPEAKER:

. I will now call on the Honourable ¥over, Mr Andrew Haynes,
- to reply.

HON A J HAXIES:

¥r Speaker, may .I first of all take up the challenge made by
the Minister for Housing who asked which sector of the
community would I favour and at the cost of which sector in
regard to housing.  This challenge has been put to me before
and I thought the answer to it from our side of the House was
clear in the terms of the motion. Vhen only 33 applicants in
the waiting list were given new houses, or when only 24 houses
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are made available or 24 units made avsilszble through moderni-
sation, you inevitably cannot meet the protlems of the_housing
stock. Ve are not saying that we should give it to these
people rather than these people,.vwhat we are ssylng is that
with that small guantity you carnot hope but to inevitably
hurt a great section of the community. It is becsuse we are
not satisfied with the amount of stock that is being produced,
that we sre complaining. Ve are not complsining because only
one section of the community is being favoured znd it should
be another section of the community. That is not the point,’
¥r Speaker, we are not sayirng that there are enough houses and
that you are giving it to the wrong people and we should give
it to young applicants only, we are ssying there are not.
enough houses and no matter how you distritute them you will
not satisfy the problem. We are not here going tc say .you
should give the houses to the young people. If the Government
was producing enough houses there would not be & problem.
That is the basis of the motion, that is why the motion i1s in
the terms of a re~appraisal of the housing policy becsuse it -

*is not who it is being given to that is wrong, that is not our

problem, that is not what we are complaining about, the problem
is that there are not enoughhouses, ¥r Speaker, so why does this
challenge come up continuously, it is completely irrelevant, Mr
Spesker. We are not advocating the favour to be grented to one
group and not another. The Minister went on further to say that

E his sympathy lies wholeheartedly tehind those who have been

waiting in the waiting list, If that is the case, why the

progremme of modernisation which does not help those people,

those people who have been abandoned on that waiting list for
years, and now we have this lip service to their rights, I
would like that to be reported, that is, I think, for me the
essential point, that we are not quibbling about who should be
given a house.. There is not enough cake to go around .so there
is no point in gquibbling as to who should get it. Ve are
saying there should be a bigger cake and then the problem will
not even arise, We sre quite satisfied with the distributicn
in terms of percentages for medical and social but what we are
asking for 1s a re-appraisal of the housing policy because 1t
is the housing policy that is wrong and not the class or sector
which is being housed. So why the challenge ¥r Spesker, I think’
that answers his point. It is on .this point of re-appraisal of
policy that we believe the answer lies. ¥e believe that if
Government's mainstresm policy as regarés housing is a new
development programme, a large scale project, and that as
subsidiaries- they have modernisation, home ownership &nd all
the other assorted small elements then, perhaps, one of those
small elements could be something just for social cases of the
different types, for medical cases and these would be subsidiary
to .the main branch in keeping with the percentage formula
stipulated by Government. BPut they don't seem to see the point,

" Mr Spesker, they keep on inviting me to say: "No, we favour such

a group", so that they can go to all the others snd say: “Look,
you see, 1f you vote for Mr Haynes he will only be giving. houses
to those", I know what he is getting a&t, Mr Speaker, he is being

purposely obtuae on this matter.
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HON H J ZAMKITT:

¥r Speeker, if the Honoureble Member will give weay. I regret
thet the Honoursble Yember has taken that attitude. : I was
trying to ask him because I cannot see, and accepting that
there is a housing shortage, I cannot see him coming up asking
in this motion that we should give particular attention to
social cases, medical cases and young applicants. I was
asking the Honoursable Member that if he wants us to increase
our percentage of soclal cases or medical cases or young
spplicants, who does he suppose or suggest Government should
ggange its percentages in favour of. He has now said he .
“ggrees with the percentages. I would like him to clarify in
the House today if, in fact, his policy of allowing squatters .
to squat and 'giving them an advantage over people on the
waiting list is his policy, because he has seen me on this
issue and he has seen me on people who have been waiting 30
years enéd I think he knows who I am talking about and he has
seen me about people being dispossessed and he has seen me
about medical cases and then of course, my answer is: ‘“Well,
what priority are we supposed t0 follow?" That *is what I
would like to %know., It is very easy to say we should build
more houses but we have accepted we have not got them. 2,000
years ago, Mr Spegker, there was & certain being who could
provide fish for ‘7,000 with only 5 fishes. This Government .
cannot do it and least of all can I, Mr Speaker. :

HON A J HAYNES:

“¥r Speaker, we come back to the same pocint., He is asking me,-
in the knowledge that not everybody.can be benefitted, to
chose who is going to be the lucky person. What we are trying
t0 point out 1s that the position he has found himself in that
you cen only cause hardship is a way of ¢ériticising, not the
person to whom you are giving your favours. Ve don't want to
see this Covernment in the position that only one out of
hundred, or something in those terms can be benefitted. We
would like to point out not that number four should be given
priority but that the Government should be producing not one
but fifty or hundred units to meet those hundred people. That
is our point. We are not asking for favour to one person and

. the reason why socisl cases, medical cases and young applicanits
were brought in, was to emphasise the importance for a re- :
appraisal of policy becsuse these are the young people that we
are talking ebout. They are at the bottom of the list, they

-apre the last to be served and they already have sevére problems.
The way the housing is being conducted at the moment by the
time their turn comes, it could be disastrous. ‘The importance
of bringing that into the motion was to emphasise the need for
a reappraisal of the policy because these are the last people
in the 1ist and they are already suffering. It is disgraceful
that the children of Gibraliar should suffer bronchitis as a
result of dampness when this is 20t seen in the VWestern World,

.
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that is the point we are msking. - When that is appérent, when

“the social cases are prevelent in the youth, when the young

married are having extra problems, when these problems csn be
originated in housing and these.same people by the Kinister's
own confession will not be deslt with for such a long time,
doesn't that of itself warrant a reappraisal of housing? That
is what we are getting at. We are not saying they should be
put at the top of the list, we are saying move the list along.
I don't know how many times I have to say it, Mr Speaker, and
if the point of insensitivity comes up agsin, the insensitivity,

Mr Speaker, is apparent in these ssme people who come to see me.

I am not, as has been alleged, making a political football out

" of this otherwise I would have, perhaps, gone into detail on

the individual cases. I have opted not to because I respect
the dignity of the individuals involved and I will not, unless
I am pressed, and without their consent, bring them into this
matter. There is the proof of insensitivity, kr Speeker, and
it is. no joke or figment of my imsgination. I see 1t every

.single day, Mr Speaker, and the insensitivity is further

progressed when for the last two months I have not ‘béen able
to make any progress to see anybody about any of these cases,

‘. Mr Speaker. That is what hurfs:me. I fin& it frustrating

that none of these points were answered, that the Ninister for
Labour and Social Security has not made a statement on the
Family Care Unit, that the Minister for Medical snd Eealth
Services or the Honourable Ninister for lunicipal Services as

a doctor has made any comment on the verscity and the validity
of. these cleims on the medical cases, nothing of that has been -
reported. Instead what do I get? I get the Kinister for !
Economic Development jumping up and down and complsining that

I am distorting facts in relation to four houses when I should
have referred to thirteen. I accept, that _thirteen units would
have been more accurate but that was not the main point, it was
Just a minor point of what I am saying. .. The distortion, kKr
Spesker, if there is one, lies in the fact that this motion has
not been answered, and yet we heve the same Minister saying

it is true that this House is grestly concerned and that the
continued and escalating housing problem in Gibraltar cannot

be denied but then they cannot agree with the rest of it. I
think if you accept that point that we have a continued and

- escalating problem, the rest must follow, Nr Speaker. Ve need

a reappraisal. It -is also apparent to me from the Chiefl
Minister's statement about how housing as a policy has evolved
in a sort of historical manner, that nothing .concrete has ever
been laid down, no one has ever sat down and thought out a
policy on the matter, Mr Speaker. That is' what we want. I.
know, Mr Speaker, that however hard this Government tries to
solve the housing problem, the solution will not come overnight
and it is because the people are going to be asked to wait for
a long time thst I ask for great sensitivity because a bip of
compassion goes a long way to help wait out the years. ¥r
Speaker,'I come to the further argumenti of the Honourable
Member, the Minister for Economic Development, who levied a
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personal attaeck against me. He slways seems to use invective

" vhen treating with my motions. I must say, Mr Speaker, it

does hurt but I shall not wresort to the same, I would like the
press to report that I have been subjected to personal invective
by that Winister and yet, ¥r Speaker, he was talking about his
hurble talents ané his humility as a politician. We also had
the Ninister referring to the difficulties of undertaking
developrent on a large scale at this present time and referring
to the many fiscal problems involved in such a matter and he
used the figure of £28m for a project. It is difficult to
analyse whether such a figure depends on the terrain to build
on or whether it is just a Tigure to frighten us from asking
for a development. In fact, lr Speaker, he made no reference
‘to his Government's inability during the last Development Ald
Programme to usé that money fully and I believe that that
Development Aid Programme, the last one, was not used to its
full czpacity and never to its full capacity as regards
housing. o ’
HON ¥ X FEATHERSTONE:.

.

If the EHonourable Hember will give way. The smount of money

being used in the last development progremme which is finishing .

early next year, will not only use up all the money granted to
‘us, but will use & considerable amount of our own money.
] : ' |

HON A J HAYNES:

The Honourable Minister in his contribution stated that as
rore houses are built and the subsidy is increased, this -
results in an accumulative cost to Government and I got the
éistinct impression then that perhaps he was giving an excuse
for CGovernment to drag its feet and perhaps it has been
intentional on this matter not to build so as not to have the
subsidy. - If that is the case, then. I think it should be made
~ known publicly that this Government does not want to bulld
‘houses at a greater pace because they are frightened of
increasing the subsidy,. )

HON ¥ X FEATHERSTCNE:

If the Honoureble Xember will give way again. What I said was
it will cause an increase in subsidy and it will have to be
paid for and I also said that this Government, unlike the
Opposition, is willing to put their hand in their picket.

"HON A J HAYNES:

It is not this Covernment, it is the people that we are talking
about and perhaps we would show more confidence in measures of
taxation if we were able to accept that this money was to.be’
used efficiently unlike the present record. Xr Spesker, the
¥inister has also.stated that the money that was used was
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overseas development aid. . Where the targets aimed met? Can
he say yes? The answer is no, ¥r Speaker. .

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I caﬁ'only say that slippage in our Government was the lowest
slippage that we have had to date. S

HON A J HAYNES:

We had the Minister for Housing saying that the problem was
not two years old. I also made that point. ~The point is, Er
Speaker, that in.my three years the problem has not improved
and I would particularly emphasise that it has been progre-
ssively worse over the last six yeers. This brings me to a’
point made by all the others about the history of the housing
problem. We all know that Gibralter had a backlog to deal
with after. the war, after the closure of the frontier, but all
these problems were met with new development and es my Co
‘colleague the Honoursble Major Peliza has stated, it is not .
‘for a Government to come and tell us how difficult everything
is,.it is for them to do something about it and his =adminis—
tration did do something ebout it. Then we had the Eohourable
Minister for Housing refer to his hobby horse of musical
chairs, which is the decanting of overhcusing, to solve 50% of
the.housing problem. Here is an area which has substantial
merit but it is also prone to pitfalls of a personal nature,
This policy should never adopt a bullying style of tactics.
The Chief Minister shakes his hesd at that suggestion. ¥r
Speaker, people have come and told me that is what they feel.
Again, another case of insensitivity. And that is not the
answer, the answer is to build more houses. How often do we
have to say it, Mr Speaker? ’ .

HON H J ZANMITT:

‘Mr Speeker, if the Honourable Member would give way.

that he has again taken this attitude-becauge althgughIIregret
accept that it has its pitfalls, I think he will have to

agree that it is much more pathetic, taking up his previous
argument, it is much more pathetic.at least to me to see

four or five children being brought up in one room ‘than to
tolerate a person being subsidised very heavily, invariably

on rent relief, living alone in four rooms.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, I quite agree but the point is you cannot mak
thosg individuals who are overhoused the sogpegoats for ygur
housing problems. They are not the cause of the housing
problem and they shall not be made a scapegoat by this side
of thq House, Then the Honourable ¥inister referred to )
Casols’s Building, I made no reference to Casola's Building
myself. The Minister said that there, after my motion, they
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had acted prowptly: Well, ¥r Spezker, I remember that that
motion was defeated and nevertheless they acted quickly, so
they say. There are still people in Casola Building. They
moved out the very worst, That one of those should have opted
to go back does not give the Minister or enybody else an
excuse to say: "You see, we can't help these people". They
sre people, ¥r Speaker, they are entitled to proper housing
accommodation. They were living in unfit ‘accommodation,
certified unfit 'accommodzation, and it is not for the Minister
to say: "Oh, we helped them, and look what they've done". He
is there to help and if they don't show any gratitude, that
is too bad. Perhaps, if he had bothered to form & personal
kinship with these people, the problem would not have arisen. .
I think I meant friendship, Mr Speaker. The point I was :
trying to. meke there, apart from one further instance of
insensitivity and a point which gives me some considerable
hope is to think, I know this motion is going to be defeated,
not by merit, not by.Jjustice but by a simple majority, :

}
¥R SPEAKER:

One must be careful not to suggest that we are doing something

unjust in the House,
HON A T Ha¥mzs:

I don't wish any injustice., Mr Speaker, I take hope and
confidence in the fact that -though the Casola Motion was
-Gefeated, action was taken afterwards. Not enough, because
trere 2re still people living there, but I hope that this
‘motion, though defeated, will be acted upon. That is why I.
have not - made it as vicious.as I could have and I hsve perhaps
motives ar ammwmition to make it such and.-I have opted not '
to ¢o so. Lastly, Mr Speaker, I would emphasise a point I
rade earlier on. This has also been taken up by my colleague,
end that is.the present unhappy state of affairs where the
responsibility in ministerial terms is not clear. In adminis-
trative terms it takes shape in the fact that four men or more
are responsible for housing. In a more personal sense, the
¥inister for Eousing has been there a long time, he has
otviously been subjected to personal illness which none of us
on either side of the House wish, it is time for him to Dbe )
relieved of his duties and for another man to take his place.
Eere, Vr Speaker, I am sorry to say, I do not see any great
willingness on the part of any of the Members on the other
side to take up the task, {r Speaker, it is 2 sorry note that
now when we have the gravest housing problem, that no one
should- be seen to be directly in commend. Ve hope with this
motion to underline the need for a clear policy, compassion
and e general impetus which all of us on this side will be .
able to support and encourage. With that, ¥r Spesker, I '
commend my motion to the House. o :
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Nr Speaker then put the question and ruled that the motion
was & motion of no confidence in the Government and conse-
quently the ex-oficio lNcmbers of the House were precluded
from voting in accordance with the proviso to Section Lu (1)
of the Gibraltar Constitution Order, 1969.

On a division being takeh the following Honourable Members

voted in favour:

The Hon J Bossano

The Hon A J Haynes

. The Hon P J Isola

The Hon A T -Loddo .

The Hon Kajor R J Peliza
The Hon G T Restano

The Hon W T Scott

The following Honourable Members voted against:

The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon A J Cenep&

The Hon Major F J Dellipian
- The Hon ¥ X Feathersione .

The Hon 8ir Joshua Hassan:

The Hon J B Perez

The Hon'Dr R G Valarino

The Hon H J Zammitt

The motion was accordingly defeated.
ADJQURNMENT, -
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

3

Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the House do sdjourn sine die
and in doing so, having regsrd to the time of the year, I

* would like to extend to you and to all Members of the House -

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.'
HON P J ISOLA: ‘

Mr Speaker, I would like to join in the felicitations both to
you Nr Speaker, and to the Honourable Members opposite.

MR SPEAKER:

May I also express my sincere Christmas greetings to all
Members of  the House, to the staff of the House who help us
s0 efficliently all through the year, the Hansard recording
staff who patiently sit in the House recording what we have
to say and, of course, the members of the Press and the
Gibraltar Broadcasting Corperation. .

N
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Yr Speaker then put the quesition that the House adjourn sine
die which was resolved in the affirmative.

The 2djournment of the Hcuse.sine die was taken at 5.00 p.m.
on Xonday the 21st December, 1981. 2
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