


7.7.81  

ORAL 
NO. 110 OF  1983 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Will .  Government give the same protection to the printing industry as 
that enjoyed by other industrial sectors by including this industry 
in the schedule under the Trade Licensing Ordinance? 

- ANSWER: 

THE HON  TiE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

Mr Speaker, I must remind the House that the Government was prepared 
to include printing in the Second Schedule to the Trade Licensing 
Ordinance when a Bill for an Ordinance to amend the Trade Licensing 
Ordinance was taken through all stages at a meeting of this House 
held in March 1980. The Bill provided for the inclusion of printing 
in the Second Schedule but was amended at the committee stage on the 
grounds that it could be thought that to include printing in the 
Trade Licensing Ordinance might have interfered with the freedom of 
expression. That argument was put forward by the Hon Major Peliza 
and I believe I am right in saying that at the time it had the support 
of the House. 

As I said during the second reading of. the Bill I have referred to, 
the proposal to include printing in the Trade Licensing Ordinance 
stemmed from representations made by the printing trade at the time. 
The Gibraltar Master Printers Association have once again raised the 
question of protection under the Trade Licensing Ordinance. These 
representations were received on the 29 June and are being considered. 
Clearly the views expressed by the House in March 1980 regarding 
freedom of expression in relation to the inclusion of printing in 
the Trade Licensing Ordinance must be taken into account. The Govern-
ment would not wish to proceed on this matter unless it felt that 
members of the Opposition would support the inclusion of printing in 
the second schedule to the Trade Licensing Ordinance. 
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7.7.81. 
ORAL 

NO. 111  OF 1281 . 

THE HON  G T RESTANO 

Would Government.make a comprehensive statement with regard to the 
importation and operation of gaming machines in Gibraltar? 

„ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Yes, Sir. The importation of gaming machines is not controlled. 
That is to say machines are imported under Open General Licence but 
-are subject to the payment of import duty at the rate of 12%. 

The operation of gaming machines is governed by'the provisions of 
sections 3 to 5 of the Gaming Ordinance. Briefly section 3 
prohibits the keeping of a gaming hoube; section 3A makes it an 
offence to keep a gaming machine on premises for the purpose of 
gaming; section 4 makes playing in a common gaming house an offence; 
section 4k, recently introduced, regulates the use of gaming machines 
payiing out lottery tickets only. Section 5 enables the Governor to 
exempt any person from the provisions of sections 3, 3A and 4. The 
policy of the Government is not to allow the proliferation of gaMing 
machines in Gibraltar. By gaming machines I refer to machines 
commonly known as one armed bandits'". As regards machines which 
only pay out lottery tickets the Government has adopted a more 
liberal approach as they contribute towards the sale of the Government 
lottery. . 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO. 111 OF 1 81 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr ,Speaker, I welcoMe the statement that it is not the intention to 
proliferate the situation of these machines but would the Government 
agree for the public at any rate it is more a practice to have 
machines which pay out cash prizes than those that pay out lottery 
prizes. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Yes Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Would the Government then say whether'a'monopoly has. been given .to one 
company in Gibraltar to operate machines givirlg.out cash prizes. • 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPIENT SECRETARY: 

No, Sir. The International Sporting Club in 1958 tendered for and 
were awarded a contract to build a Casino. There was an agreement 
signed in 1961 which outlined the terms by which the'parties agreed to 
be bound and, when the Casino was completed in 1964 a lease of 99 
years was issued and the necessary exemption under section 5 of the 
Gaming Ordinance was granted from 15th November 1964, valid for 21 
years. The exemption authorised the keeping of a gaming house 
including gaming machines and under present arrangements .the Government 
receives 10% of the gross takings. The instruments upon which the 
rights and operations of the Casino depend do not grant it the sole 
franchise to run a Casino in Gibraltar and the Government is advised 
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that they do not have an exclusive right. In spite of this it was 
never the Government's. intention to allow:another Casino to be 
built. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, but my question ias is there a monopolistic situation in 
Gibraltar with regard to gaming machines giving cash prizes. And I 
think the answer is yes. Would the Honourable Member confirm whether 
in fact in practice the answer is "yes, Sir"? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

In practice yes Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, is it not rather unfair on the other operators who have 
to give lottery tickets as prizes and is this not -perhaps rather un-
fair on the public themselves who perhaps prefer to have cash prizes 
rather than lottery tickets. Would the Government consider 
reviewing the situation with a view to allowing other machines which 
are laready installed in certain areas in town, to give cash prizes? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:.  

No, Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is there any reason for this. Mr Speaker? 

HON FINANCIAL, AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Because the Government does not wish, Mr Speaker, to proliferate the 
use of gaming machines in Gibraltar. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I am not asking for any proliferation, on the contrary, Mr Speaker, 
I am saying for those that are already installed. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, these are not the same machines the machines that are 
instelled,  are not paying out cash prizes, if we did permit them to 
give cash prizes, there would be a proliferation. 

HON\ G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I am sorry, they are already. It is a special alteration 
to the machines which has made them not give cash prizes normally 
those machines would have given cash prizes. So there is no proli-
feration of machines. 
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, •I think perhaps the Honourable Member and myself 
are at cross purposes. I accept that there would be no proliferation 
of machines what I am saying is there would be a proliferation of 
gaming machines paying out cash prizes and the Government does not 
consider this to be desirable. 

HON G,  T RESTANO: 

I regret that Mr Speaker, but there is one final question. Has there 
been or does the Government have any idea whether there is likely to 
be any application to operate gambling machines at what used to be 
the Continental Hotel? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would need notice of that question. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I give notice now, Mr. Speaker, perhaps the Honourable Member could 
look into it and give me an answer. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, you will have to put another question. 

MR SPEAKER: 

When the Honourable Member said that he needs notice he means that 
this is a matter for which he needs notice and therefore it is 
another question. And basically I tend to agree that I have allowed 
supplementaries but that is something which has arisen from the 
original question but which I think requires a new question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 112 OF 7.981 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Will Government state the present position as regards the option 
to be taken in .connection with the Alexander Howden Brokers Limited 
report and will Government state whether they have any additional 

'information to the answer given to Question No 7 of 1981? 

ANSWER 

THE HON TBE FINANCIAL AND DE7IELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, a desk-type report on the.Alexander Howden proposals was 
received from the risk analysts Ernest A Notcutt (Overseas) Ltd in 
early May. Alexander Howden were invited to comment on this report 
and their reply, dated25th June, was received last week. Both the 
Notcutt report and Alexander Hawdenls extensive comments are being 
considered. These require careful study before any further progress 
can be made in this matter. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL 

NO. 11.-  OF 1981 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Can Government say why people Who have completed income tax returns: 
have been given a "Bit code and at the same time been invited to call 
at the Income Tax Office to discuss any grievance in this respect? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is extremely unlikely that any individual who 
submitted his income tax return and claim for allowance on the form 
sent to him on the 1st of truly 1980 would have been given a "Tr' code 
for 1981-82. 

A 1311' code, issued to single persons Who are not eligible for any 
other allowances, has this year been given to all individuals who have 
failed to submit a return of income and claim for allowances to the 
Income Tax Department. 

Notices of coding are issued throUgh the employers who are informed 
that any employees who consider they have not been given the correct 
allowances should call at the Income Tax Office to regularise their 
position. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 11_3 OF 1981  

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, I accept that it might be unlikely but I can assure the 
HbnOurable Member that I have two instances which I have taken up 
personally and if I have taken up two I am sure there must be more. 
Would - the Member look into it? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I will accept that it is possible that some errors 
have cracked the system. What I would point out to the Honourable , 
Member, Sir, is that 40°%o approximately of taxpayers in Gibraltar 
failed to complete their tax returns in 1980 and the only way in which 
the Department can get these tax returns is by imposing the discipline 
of issuing a "Bur notice. This is not an unusual arrangement in any 
country where people fail to make a return of their incomes but I 
will look into the point for the Honourable Member. 

MR SPEAKER : 

Next Question. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL • 

NO. 114 OF 1981 

TI-7 HON A T LODDO  

Mr Speaker, Sir, can Government say whether any time limit was.  set 
for the development of the site formerly 'occupied by the Shell 
petrol station at the junction of Corral Road and LandportT.  

ANSWER  

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Sir, the Government and the occupier of this site are in dispute and 
legal proceedings are being initiated. The time limit for development 
may be in issue in such proceedings. 1 should be grateful if the.  
Honourable Member would agree not to pursue the question until such 
time as the proceedings have been determined. 
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7.7.81 • 
ORAL 

. NO. 115 OF 1981 

TIF9E HON G T RESTANO 

Who is authorised to place trunk calls payable to Government 
Departments? 

diNSIA,TR 

TEE HON TM FINANCIAL AND DE7EL0PMENT SECRETARY' 

Mr Speaker, there is no central control over the use of the trunk 
call services. Heads of Departments are committed to exercising 
adequate controls in order to operate within their budget allocation 
for public utility services. 

The general practice is that only senior officers who have been 
authorised to do so by their Head of Department use the service. 

• 
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7.7.81 
ORAL. 

. NO. 116  OF .181  

THE HON G T PMTANO  

Will Government confirm whether it has any intention to localise the 
post of Principal Auditor once the present incumbent retires? 

ANSWER 

TI .4  HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

It is. Government's intention to advertise in Gibraltar for a permanent 
appointment to this office when the present incumbent retires. 

SUPPIEFETTARY TO QUESTION NO. 116 OF 1981  

HON G T REqTANO: 

Will the advertising be only in Gibraltar or will it also be carried 
out in the United Kingdom? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

The advertisement may be placed first in Gibraltar and in the United 
Kingdom but I reiterate that the intention is to make a permanent 
appointment. 

• N, 
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7.7.81 

NO. 1,17 OF 1:981 

TEE HON A J HAYNES.  

Will Government undertake to set up a complaints department at the 
Secretariat to deal with all and any complaints directed against 
the Civil Service 

AN'sWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL  • 

No,. Sir. There is already machinery to deal with-such complaints. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 117 OF. 181 

HON A J HAYNES: 

What is that machinery? 

HON ATTORNEY- GENERAL: 

Sir, any person who is aggrieved by the conduct or the behaviour 
of a member of the public service is , free, and always has been 
free, to complain to a number of people including the Head of 
Department, the Establishment Officer, the Administrative 
Secretary, the Deputy Governor and if necessary the Governor. 

HON A J HAYIES: 

I was thinking of something less formal by way of machinery. A 
sort of small advisory bureau as much as a complaints department 
just to ensure that, however large the civil service gets, small 
problems to the public are dealt with quickly. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

I am not quite sure whether that is a question or, a statement, Sir. 

MR SPEAIMR: 

You are being asked whether you feel it would be better that such 
a body should be set up to consider complaints. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

The Government does consider at the moment that there is adequate 
machinery and that there is no reason why a complaint, cannot be 
made to the right quarter why the public should not know how to 
make a complaint. After all if somebody is not happy about 
something it is the common thing to go to the Head of Department. 
The Government is broadly happy with the present arrangements. 
The possibility of an Advisory Committee is possibly a matter that 
can be looked into)though I wouldn't give any comment as to 
whether there is any merit in it. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

ORAL 
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7.7.81 
NO. 218 OF 1.981 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA. 

Will Government take steps to apply the same principles of censorship 
to Spanish speaking films as it does to English speaking films? 

ANSWER 

TEE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the position conceining this matter was outlined in 
some detail by the Hon Minister for Economic Development and also by 
myself in answer to Question No. 336 of 1980. 

The legal position is that Spanish films may be exhibited if they have 
a Spanish certificate that is equivalent to a British Board of Film 
Censors certificate; although in the case of Spanish films there is no 
standing legal requirement that persons under the age specified in a 
certificate may not be admitted to a cinema showing the film. Such a 
requirement could be imposed by way of a condition attached to an 
exhibitor's licence and in any case. all films are of course subject to 
the general powers of censorship under section 5 of the Entertainments 
Ordinance. 

In practice, exhibitors are voluntarily displaying the classifications 
in advertising and are voluntarily enforcing age limits. 

So far as British films are concerned, it is the practice to require a 
review wherever there is doubt as to the suitability of the film. As 
previously mentioned, there are some practical difficulties in 
adopting this procedure for Spanish films because of the short time 
during which such films are available in Gibraltar but those responsible 
monitor their nature from time to time by attending the initial public 
screenings. 

Government is,satisfied that these arrangements are for the time being 
adequate to ensure a reasonable standard of acceptability but is 
keeping the position under review. 
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7.7.81' 
NO. 119 OF  1981 ORAL 

THE HON G T RE72LNO  

Has Government reached any conclusions concerning the replacement of 
the Director of Medical and Health Services on his retirement and if 
not What options are being considered? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MIN'S= FOR MEDICAL AND HTALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, theTestion of the replacement of the Director of Medical 
and Health Services, who is due to retire in May 1982, is a subject 
which has been exercising our minds for some time now. 

I have already held consultations with the present Director and 
other interested parties as to the terms in which the circular 
advertising the vacancy should be drafted and I am currently 
considering the ad:Vice which has been rendered to me in this connection. 
Further consultations will be necessary and I am not therefore in a 
position at present to state the options. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 119 OF 1981  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, the Minister has just said that he has had consultations 
with the Director and other interested parties. Would he like to 
explain what he means by interested parties? 

HON J B PEREZ: 
• 

Mr Speaker, I have been in contact with the British Medical 
Association. I have also been in contact with the General Nursing 
Council. I have also been in contact with the Department of Health 
in the United Kingdom. I took the opportunity of the Delegation of 
the CPA. There were two Chairmen for Health; one for Jersey and one 
for Guernsey, and I have had a discussion with them and, before the 
Honourable Member brings it to my notice, I did also say that I was 
prepared to discuss the matter with him as well. I am nearly ready 
to be able to tell him what the options are but before we obviously 
do that I am prepared to discuss it with him, if that is what he is 
asking. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

No, that is not really what I am asking although that of course has 
-- been asked in the past. What I am asking is what options are being 

considered; what advice has been obtained from this long list of 
organisations which the Ministeil hcs been consulting and the Director 
too for that matter. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

have already informed the House that I have not yet finished with the 
number of•i)eople that I intend to consult on this matter because 
it is a very important matter for Gibraltar because in fact the 
'Director of Medical and Health Services, should we decide to retain a 

12



2. 

Director of Medical and Health Services, has a very important 
funption to play for the whole of the community and this is why I 
say I have consulted various people. I have given him the list of 
the people I have already consulted, there are probably others but 
I am not yet ready to give the Honourable Member the options. 

HON G T RESTLNO: 

Has the Minister any idea when will he be in a position to give 
those options? 

HON J B PEREZ: 
1 - 

Yes Mr Speaker
,
, at least before the next meeting of this House which. 

will be in October. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO.  120 OF 1.981 ORAL 

THE  HON G . T RESTANO  

What progress, if any, has been made to the improveMent of the, 
filing system at .St Bernard' s• Hospital?' 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MITTISTER FOR T.T.DIC.AL A7D HEALTH SERVICES  

The question of the filing system has been under consideration by 
my department and has been discussed by the Board of Management. A 
number of suggestions for improvement have been

'
, put forward and these. 

have been referred to the Establishment-Officer with the reque'st that 
the advice of the Management Services Unit should be obtained. It 
is hoped that their report will be available shortly. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 120.0F 1981  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Amongst those recommendations, Mr Speaker, is there any recommendation 
to change the site of the office where the filing system is kept 
today, 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Yes, that is one of the recommendations. As I have explained - in a 
previous answer-to a questionjsaid that the main problem as I saw 
it with the filing system was space and one of those recommendations - 
in.fact to move the records office elsewhere but we are also looking 
into the question of 'computerisation of records. This is why the 
Establishment Officer has been given the options, he will look at it 
and then prepare a report. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Where will the records office be kept now? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

This is a matter which is being-looked at. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

It is a recommendation which has been made by the Department. I 
would like to know where it is intended to have the records office. 

MR SPEAKIM: 

No. The Minister has said the recommendations have been that they 
should be moved not where it is going to be moved to. 

HON GT RESTANO: 

Well I am asking has there been a specific recommendation and if so 
to where is that office to be moved? 
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HON J B PEREZ: 

There has not been a sTecific recommendation to move aplace 
from A to B. There has been a recommendation that we ought to 
move it elsewhere. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

So in that case who has to decide where the new site will be? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, the Honourable Member missed the 2oint that I Made. 
It may well be that we will not have to move to a larger space 
if we computerise the records but this is something that the - 
Establishment Officer will be looking at and prepare a detailed 
report so that I can consider what is the best alternative available 
to us. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 121 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON G T P=AITO..  

Will the Minister for Medical and Health Services state whether he 
has made any progress to recruit a seventh doctbr for the Health 
Centre? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MEDICAL  AND HEALTH S_E+•RVICES 

Mr Speaker, Sir, after• consultation with the Health Centre doctors 
and following a detailed report prepared by my department, Council 
of Ministers have recently agreed to the enlargement of the 
complement of doctors at the Health Centre by one.. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.  121. OF  1981 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I am pleased to hear that statement at last, Mr Speaker. When will 
the advertising be made for this post? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker let me say that before I left for the United Kingdom with 
the six man delegation of the House, we gave instructions to the 
Establishment to advertise the post, unfortunately this morning I 
have yet not been able to check whether it has been advertised whilst 
I have been away, if not, it should be advertised in the very near 
future. 
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NO. 122 OF 1982 ORAL 

TEE HON G T RInTANO 

Are problems still being encountered. at St Bernard's Hospital on 
account of unauthorised persons making use of the car park earmarked 
for doctors and staff? 

ANSWER 

THE HON TEE  MIYISTEa  rop Ir_EDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, I am very grateful to the Hon Member for giving me the 
opportunity to make a statement on the situation prevailing at the 
hospital garage earmarked for the use of. doctors, and other authorised 
staff at St Bernard's Hospital. 

As the Hon Member knows from publicity in the local press in the 
recent past, a great deal of difficulty has been experienced in 
maintaining this car park free from intruders in the past. Matters 
improved as a result of that publibity but I regret to say that. the 
improvement was shortlived. In the more recent past difficulties have 
again been experienced with unauthorised people trespassing in this 
area and a great deal of abuse has been showered upon members of the 
hospital staff when attempts have been made to advise trespassers 
about the intended use of the car park. A nuMber of devices used 
to prevent unauthorised persons from making use of the car park 
have been vandalised. 

It does not appear that the persons concerned appreciate the fact 
that it is absolutely essential that this car park should be readily 
available to doctors and nursing staff to be able to park their 
vehicles in response to emergency;  calls and very often a lot of 
valuable time is wasted in convincing these persons to remove their 
cars when these doctors and nursing staff respond to emergency 
situations and find that they have nowhere in .which to park their 
vehicles with the consequent risk to life involved. Other means of 
being able to achieve this objective are currently under 
consideration but I trust that in the meantime through the medium 
of the publicity that this reply to the Honourable Member's question 
will receive those persons who insist on abusing the use of this car 
park will appreciate that whatever restrictions ,are placed in the use 
of the car park are solely and entirely with a view to serving the 
public including the relatives of these persons when in need of 
urgent medical attention. 

I once again appeal to the public spiritedness of those persons 
visiting the hospital and others hot to block this car park with' 
their vehicles since it could well be that at any given time the 
emergency that the doctors and the nursing staff are responding to 
could well affect their own relatives, and it would then be useless to 
blame the medical services for the consequence of their own 
irresponsible actions. 

ti 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 122 OF 1981  

HON G T RESTANO.: 

Mr Speaker I am very grateful for that reply and I too hope that the 
persons who 'use the car park who are not authorised -to do so can be 
convinced; but I doubt.  it very much. Has the Government considered at 
any time placing a porter at the entrance of that garage to prevent 
anybody who is not supposed to park there from doing so? 
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2. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, there are two particular points which the Government is 
considering. One is the question of porters and the second is that 
we have asked for different quotations for an electronic device or 
something which cannot be broken by the said people concerned. We 
have, as far as I can recall, in the last' four months replaced a 
possible number of about five different padlocks but these keep on 
being broken by the people. But, yes, this is one of the things that 
we are looking at. Either that or the electronic barrier but it must 
be one which cannot be vandalised otherwise we are wasting our money. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, since it is quite an important matter because patients 
could be affected, would the Government treat this with urgency and 
if it is considered that the porter should be placed there which I 
think probably is the only machinery which cannot be vandalised, they 
should implement that policy quickly. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

We are in fact dealing with the matter as a matter of urgency. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

ti 
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7.7.81 

NO.  123  OF 11. ORAL 

THE HONG  T RESTANO 

Will Government state what agreement has been reached with tobacco 
importers with regard to advertising generally and health warnings? 

ANSWER  

- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR 1:EDICAL AND HEALTH =ICES  

Mr Speaker, the agreement between Government and the Tobacco 
Importers, which is still in the process of being finalised, is 
a purely voluntary one and is intended to provide for health 
warnings to appear on all cigarette packets sold in Gibraltar 
and on cigarette advertisements. 

SUPPLEMENTARYTO =ION NO. 12,3 OF 1981 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker will there be any, voluntary agreement to cut 'advertising 
on the news media? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Not at this stage, Mr Speaker, I must-point out• to the House that 
the whole basis' of this particular voluntary agreement was in fact 
that we had to comply with EEC 'directives which in fact require 
what I have already outlined to the House. But the question of 
cutting down On advertising on cigarettes is not in fact part of 
Government's policy at this precise moment of time. We believe 
that we ought to do one thing at a time. In other words onee -has 
to learn to walk before one runs. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

SO therefore if it is to comply with EEC directives, surely it is 
not a voluntary agreement it is a statutory one 'if we are to keep 
to EEC directives, is that correct? 

HON J B PEREZ: 

No, Mr Speaker, because the EEC directives say that a partiCular 
Government has to do all it can within its power to promote 
or to endeavour. The EEC is not a mandatory one which requires 
legislation. But let me add that in fact, as far as I am concerned 
as Minister for Health I prefer to have an agreement on `a voluntary 
basis rather than legislation because one gets much better 
cooperation and let me add now and say in this House that the 
cooperation from the importers of tobacco in. Gibraltar has been 
fantastic. We have had various meetings and every has run, and in 
fact is running, very smoothly. I think this is working because 
it is being done on a voluntary basis. No legislation will be 
required unless of course importers come back and say that they 
prefer the legislation. Then of course we will look into it. 

7 
HON G T' RESTANO: 

- Would the Minister not agree that it might be preferable that the 
money which is being used for advertising on the news media, which 
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is not of course good for yodng people and so on, 'be. used for 
further sponsoring of, say, sporting associations. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Of course I would agree. 

MP SPEAKER: 

No, that is irrelevant. It is•not for the Minister to decide how 
the. importers use t heir advertising money. 

HON G T RESTANO 

I only asked, Mr Speaker, in so far as that is
- 
 what happened in the 

United Kingdom, where there was voluntary agreement between the 
government and the manufacturers of cigarettes and tobacco and 
advertising on the media there was cut down. ,The money that was 
to have been used for that was in fact used to sponsor other 
assoications. I am asking whether it might not be preferable to 
carry out that here too. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

I said yes the only thing is that one must start somewhere and the 
way I started it was at least to get a voluntary agreement on the 
question of the health warning. .That is step number one but. I 
agree with the Honourable Member it is preferable if instead of 
the tobacco importers spending an amount of money in promoting and 
advertising the question of cigarettes that they should give it to 
sport. Of course I agree but one has to do one thing at a time. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

May I take it then, Mr Speaker, that the Minister will be taking it 
up with the tobacco importers once he has finalised the health 
warning. 

HON J B PEREZ: 

Yes. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 124 OF' 1981 ORAL 

THE HONG T RESTANO. 

What are Government's charges respect of trunk gallS *herr th6 
number being:called is 'connected: to:. an.andwering-:machine/ 

. - _ 
• 
ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

A trunk call:  whidh is answered .by a device in the subscriber's abbence 
is charged in the''nermal manner. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 124 1981 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is it not a fact, Mr Speaker, that from here we h4ve to . use the trunk 
operators because the new international dialling system is-  not iri 
operation yet and i,t ,is the normal practice for operators before 
connebiting the' person making the trunk call- of enduring. whether the 
number is-th0-. correct number 0:rid would it not be-  preferable for the 
person making the trunk call to have the' option whether to accept that • 
call or not? 

HON DR R G VALARINO4 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am afraid not. These are. the CID7 regulations 
covering international traffic and paragraph 85 says that in t he 
manual or semi automatic service the chargeable duration is determined 
as follows: 

"Station calls: The chargeable duration shall begin as soon as the 
call is taken up between the callee and the call number and somebody 
has answered the ring at both stations whoever answers the call.".  
Then paragraph 87 article 87 says "When a subscriber line is connected 
to the absent subscriber service or to a device' which answers the 
telephone in the subscriber's absence and may possibly record a message 
or a exchange data in the absent subscribers service or t he device 
is assumed to be equivalent to. a person answering for a subscriber 
at the latter's express wish. The call shall therefore be set up and 
charged in the normal manner." Now in the normal manner in Gibraltar 
if you ring UK it means yoga are Charged for a minimum of 'three minutes. 

Now if somebody knows that an answering machine is going to answer in 
the UK this can be got around by the fact that you can put a personal 
call in which the operator then has to get the person involved and then 
if there is an answering machine the operator will tell the caller what 

--- has happened and it is up to the caller to decide whether to listen 
to the answering machine or leave a message or not. He can then 'cancel 
the call and there is no charge •Co him. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is it a fact Mr Speaker, that for the reverse, for somebody calling 
Gibraltar, for example, from a public telephone box, his charge, if he is 
connected,-to an answering machine and does not want to call, and 
he puts the receiver down, is much lower than the other way because 
on that sort of telephone the minimum is one minute whilst here the 
minimum I think is three minutes? Is that correct Mr Speaker? 
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HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I am surprised that the' HonoUrable Membim, zst riot :ip to 
date with regulations, in fact, I have the British

it d
_TO10o)NOado tci , 

November 1980. Calls from UK to Gibraltar and it does "Operator 
ssited calls." Because we must compare like -with like. 

• 
MR SPEAKER: 

No. No. We are not going, to start talking at cross purppses,.;• You 
are being asked a simple question. Due to the, fact,  thatl,i43.-41rigland 
there is direct dialling and therefore the caller can put `dolinn the 
telephone if he does'not get an answer or he gets an answer, from a 
machine, is it not a fact that in Gibraltar since the Yrainimum charge 
is three minutes the cost therefore to the Gibraltay caller will be 
higher than to a London caller? That is a simple question.: 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

No. There are two things involved, here ,one is direct diaillrarid 
one is _operator.assisted_ calls. For orator assisted calls the .:minimum 
charge is three minutes and this is what habpens in Gibrarta.r. With 
In the system is different. But you have to compare light, .with.,: 
light and not -  an operator assisted calls and IDD, which obviously. . 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, I do not want to have another supplementary. What you are being 
told is that since we have not got IDD in Gibraltar is it mit a 
fact that it is going to cost a Gibraltar call more .because the 
minimum charge is three minutes. That is what you are being asked. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Of :.course, Sir, it is cheaper because t hey have IDD from UK to 
Gibraltar and not from Gibraltar to UK. 

HON G T REST.ANO: 

Since it is not the fault of the Gibraltar subscribers that IDD has 
not been put into operation on this sort of call I would ask t1.-2 
Government to consider whether they could not reduce the minimum 
to one minute from three minutes. - 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, it cannot be done because we have got to abide by 
International Regulations. 

MR SPEAIMR: 

Right. Next .question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 125 OF 1981 ORAL 

TIM HON G T RESTANO.  

Will Government consider installing'public'telephones at our beaches? 
• 

ANSWER 

THE, HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES •!‘ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there are public telephones at all our beaches 
however at present four of the six are undergoing repairs. The public 
can however make use of the beach picket telephones for emergency calls. 

Now since the question was prepared I checked up yesterday afternoon and 
I found out that out of the 'four of the six under-going repays one had 
been repaired so there are now three out of the six. 

The- following are in working order: Sandy Bay. 
Montagu Bathing Pavilion 
Eastern Beach 

and the following are out of order which is: Camp Bay 
Little Bay 

and Catalan.  Bay 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 12 OF 1981 

HON .G T RESTANO: • 

Are those three which are out' of order been out of order for a long time? 

HON DR R G • VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, they have been out of order on and off for some time. In 
fact the department is looking into it and are trying to get them 
repaired so that they can be used. Let me say that it is sometimes 
much simpler to go to the beach picket telephones which are all working 
and be able to get service from the beach picket. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, if they have been out' of service for so long, surely, 
knowing that these are required during the summer bathing season, the 
Minister should have made sure that these are repaired before. This 
is just pure inefficiency: Why haven't they been done before the 
summer? 

HON DR R G,VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, the main thing is that these beaches are adequately covered 
by the beach picket telephones. These are public telephones, they 
tend to break down on and off because of the corrosion from the salt 
water es-pecially and we are continuously fixing them. The fact that 
there are some out of action now does not reflect whether we are not 
doing anything at all about it. We are and I give the Honourable 
Member an understanding that I will endeavour to make the other three 
workable.'" 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 23



2. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I am surprised that the Honourable Member is not up to 
date with regulations, in fact, I have the British Telecom Guide, 
November 1980. Calls from UK to Gibraltar and it does say "Operator 
assisted calls." Because we must compare like with like. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No. No. We are not going to start talking at cross purposes. You 
are being asked a simple question. Due to the fact that in ;England 
there is direct dialling and therefore the caller can put down the 
telephone if he does not get an answer or he gets an answer from a 
machine, is it not a fact that in Gibraltar since the minimum charge 
is three minutes the cost therefore to the Gibraltar caller will be 
higher than to a London caller? That is a simple question. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

No. There are two things involved here •one is direct dialling and 
one is operator assisted calls. For operator assisted calls the minimum 
charge is three minutes and this is what happens in Gibraltar. With 
IDD the system is different. But yOu have to compare light with 
light and not an operator assisted calls and IDD, which is obviously. . 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, I do not want to have another supplementary. What you are being 
told is that since we have not got IDD in Gibraltar is it not a 
fact that it is going to cost a Gibraltar call more because the 
minimum charge is three minutes. That is what you are being asked. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Of course, Sir, it is cheaper because t hey have IDD from. UK to 
Gibraltar and not from Gibraltar to UK. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Since it is not the fault of the Gibraltar subscribers that IDD has 
not been put into operation on this sort of call I would ask tha 
Government to consider whether they could not reduce the minimum 
to one minute from three minutes. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, it cannot be done because we have got to abide by 
International Regulations. 

MR SIPEAIMR: 

Right. Next question, 
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7.7.81 

NO.  126 OF 1981. ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO. .  

What is Government's policy generally with regard to telephone booths? 

TEE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Mr Sneaker, Sir, with the advent of International Direct Dialling (IDD) 
drawing closer, Government's policy is not to increase the number of 
telephone booths which are prone to vandalism but to introduce renter-
type coin boxes at suitable places where the coinboxes can be looked 
after e.g. Hospital, Airport, Health Centre, Post Office etc. 

We have already connected two renter-type coinboxes at the New Marina 
and Ocean Heights on a trial-basis with consider.able success. 

SUPPLEM7UTARY TO opEsTioN NO. 126 OF 1981  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Since, Mr Speaker, most of the booths have been vandalised and most 
of them are without any equipment whatsoever inside what is - the point 
of keeping these booths? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, that is a different question altogether. I, at the House, 
if I remember rightly, definitely said that I will not spend any 
further money on boOths which are being vandalised continuously 
and will try tb find a better system of renter-type coinboxes which 
can be used by the general public. 

HON G T- RESTANO: 

I am not arguing against that, Mr Speaker, I. am asking what is the point 
of keeping those booths there.  now? Why not remove them? They are a 
terrible eye sore. 

HON DR R G VAT,ARTNO: 

Mr Speaker, eventually as we develop this system some of them will be 
removed, the ones which are severely vandalised, and at the same time 
more renter-type phone boxes will be put in but I am afraid that, with 
the staff at present r  we cannot do everything in one go. 

MR SPIWM: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL 

NO. 127 OF 1981  

TEE HON  G T PESTANO  

Can Government issue the list of those countries which have to date 
taken advantage of the service enabling direct dialling to Gibraltar? 

ANSWER 

Ttth HON TEE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Sir, the following countries have made use of the automatic transit 
facilities of the London International Exchange t.o route telephone 
traffic to Gibraltar: 

1. United KingdoM 
2. France 
3.. Netherlands 
4. Eire 
5. Denmark 
6. West Germany 
7. Hong Kong 
8. Switzerland 
9. Jordan 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 127 OF 1981 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I am sorry, Mr Speaker, can the Minister provide the list or, if he 
doesn't, go more slowly so that we- can take down the countries. 

MR SPEAKER: 

You will be getting the answer within the next five weeks.. 

Perhaps you can read it in similar way that it can be heard. 

HON DR R G VAIARINO: 

First, the United Kingdom, 

Second, Frances  

Third, the Netherlands, 

MR SPEAKER: 

Nb,\No. Let us do it at a. reasonable pace neither one nor the other. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

4. Eire 
5. Denmark 
6. West Germany 
7'. Hong Kong 
8. Switzerland 
9. . Jordan • 
10, BelgiuM 
11. Cameroons 
12. Yugoslavia 
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13. Egypt 
14. United .Arab Emirates 
15. Kuwait 
16. Sweden 

HON-  G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I notice that a lot of very prominent countries are not 
in this list. Is the Government doing anything to encourage those 
countries, who are not in this list, to use this service? 

HON DR R G VAIARINO: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, we are encouraging other countries to use this 
service. Some countries, especially the new ones do not know that 
this service can exist but I will say in addition there are over 50 
countries which have semi automatic transit facilities to Gibraltar. 
So this in fact quickly covers the world. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

In what way has the encouragement been carried out.? 

LION' DR R G VAIARINO: 

Certainly, this is easy. Between correspondence with the Superintende. 
of Telephones and the countries involved. Not only that, through 
other venues like Cable and Wireless. 

HON MAJOR RJ PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, could the Minister say if there has been any country which 
has objected to joining us and if so for what reasons? 

HON DR R G VAIARINO: 

.We are talking about the automatic not on the semi-automatic? There 
is only one country which we have had problems with and this is. 
Morocco, because they do not have the equipment necessary to be able 
to switch on to our system and have automatic direct dialling. In 
fact for the time being Morocco will have to continue with the semi-
automatic type of telephone service but I hope that Morocco will 
eventually come up to scratch and we shall be able' to have direct 
dialling with Morocco as well. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

So there are no objections from any of the other countries I 
suppose they will all join eventually, will they? 

HON DR R G VAIARINO: ti 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, for that remark by Mr Bob Peliza. We should 
get all the other countries to join this eventually just like the 
UK have done and the list increases as you go along. Eventually, 
from Gibraltar, once we get IDD, we shall be able to contact 99.9% 
of countries throughout the world directly. 

" y. 
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Could the Minister make sure that eventually means before in fact 
the operation starts so that when we dO start we have all those 
countries connected already? 

• 'EON DR R G VAIARINO: 

Mr Speaker, at the moment we are really going into the programme and 
the system of IDD and these particular points that the Honourable 
and Gallant Major Peliza has brought up, quite rightly, have been 
looked up and are being looked up'expeditously. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

In view of the fact that it is obviously antiquated and out of date that 
countries should not be to telephone Gibraltar directly as they 
do to every country in Europe, could not his department, I know the 
world is very large, make a particular effort to get in any country 
in Europe that is not already in, such .as Italy for example, Austria, 
and also very very specifically the United States of America and 
Canada because one gets lots of complaints from individuals from 
these countries who tell you there are no facilities, nobody seems to 
have heard of the facilities. Is there not a need to tell these 
countires that we are getting complaints at this end that they 
cannot dial automatically. Would not the Minister agree to make a 
special effort to at least get Europe, North America and Canada into 
this more modern system? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, in fact I.checked up on this just before coming to the 
House and most USA/Canada traffic comes direct via'Satellite. I have 
had people ringing up from the States and I have been able to ring up 
directly. As regards Northern Europe is concerned some of the 
countries are re-routed through the Spanish network which Obviously 
means that you have to use semi automatic dialling unless you really 
want to go the long way and go through London. Northern countries 
like West Germany, the Netherlands.go through the London network, 
through the Cable and Wireless Satellite. But I shall endeavour to 
do what the Honourable Member suggests. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, will the Minister bear in mind and could not these 
countries be told that with the use of the Spanish network there is 
no way they -are going to get through to Gibraltar quickly through 
that network, I have had a personal experience from Greece on that.  

if I may tell the Minister. I eventually had to be put through 
GeriAany which got me through straight away whilst through Spain 
there was no way of getting through. So perhaps these •countries 
could be told of the improved service that they can get by going 
through the other network. 
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HON DR G R VAILRINO: 

Mr Speaker, the point is taken. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Speaker,.may I add a personal experience. In all telephone 
booths in Denmark and Holland the International Dialling Number 
for Gibraltar is very prominently set out. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO. 128 OF 1981.  

THE HON G T RESTANO 

7.7.81 

ORAL 

  

Will Government state whether the maiptenance programmes to engines 
at the Generating Station is being carried out fully and effectively 
and if so whether we can expect a winter free of power cuts? 

ANSWER  

TEE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

The maintenance programme to engines .at the Generating Station is 
being carried out normally. 

A backlog has inevitably built up and discussions are taking place 
in order to catch up to the planned schedule. 

Once the maintenance programme is completed, .a winter free of power 
cuts is to be expected, however, it is impossible to forecast any 
unexpected outages due to engine breakdowns which could result in 
a loss of generating capacity. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 128 OF  1981 

HON G T RESTANO: 

What is this particular backlog due to, Mr Speaker? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Sir, this backlog was due to delays in recommissioning No 11 
engine which meant delays in labour availability for the planned 
maintenance programme. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

So what, in fact, is required to be done yet? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

What is required to be done? I have mentioned in paragraph 2, 
there is a backlog and discussions are taking place in order to 
catch up to the planned schedule. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

My question was what does the backlog consist of? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

I have said What the backlog is due 

MR SPEAKER: 

No. You are being asked what it consists of, perhaps they are 
talking aIout a matter which you may not be able to answer, but 
you are being asked', do you know what the backlOg consists of? 
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HON DR R G VALARINO: 

The backlog simply consists of that some of the engines, which 
were scheduled for some summer overhaul have had to have their 
dates put back. This is what has happened. 

HON G T RESTANO: . 

May we know which engines have yet to be overhauled and which 
ones have been repaired or maintained correctly and properly 
and what is the work schedule that is going to be carried out, 
shall we say, between now and . . . . 

MR SPEAKER: 

With due respect to the questioner. We are not going to get 
involved with the detailed maintenance of each particular engine. 
Let us be clear on that one. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

do not want the actual details but I want to know, as there 
are five engines in the Generating Station, I want to know 
whether two of them or three of them or four of them or all 
five of them need to be maintained by winter? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, No 13 engine needs a top overhaul. No 12 engine 
is presently undergoing general overhaul and new turbo-chargers 
and coolers are being fitted. No 10 engine has been finished 
except that it needs the cylinder heads changed. No 11 engine, 
as you.know, has been recommissioned. No 9 engine needs a top 
overhaul and changing of the cylinder head and its overchargers 
and then we have the two small engines, 5 and 7. No 5 needs a 
complete overhaul of the air and auxiliary valves and re-
tightening of the cylinder heads and in No 7 engine it is also 
necessary to service all the air and auxiliary valves and re-
tightening the cylinder heads as well. This is what is needed 
as far as King's Bastion North and King's Bastion South is 
concerned. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is the Minister confident that he will be able to have all these 
works carried out by winter? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I can say this. I am sure that everybody down at 
the Generating Station is trying to help and I am confident -
that the works, the scheduler works envisaged can be done before 
thd winter period'. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker,'can I ask the Minister if any of this backlog. is due 
to the IPCS industrial action? • 
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HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I am afraid this is an industrial problem but because 
of the IPCS industrial action no overtime can be done except under 
very special conditions of immediate urgency arising. This is 
cleared by the IPCS. 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going to get involved. You are being asked whether the 
backlog is due to the industrial action and the answer is yes or 
no. Let us not get involved. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Yes, to some extent. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

To some extent. Is this current action seriously affecting the 
situation because I understood the IPCS to have undertaken to 
Government that they would not do things that would seriously 
harm the public and there is nothing more calculated to harm 
the public than power cuts. So can we have a clear answer to 
that please, Mr Speaker? I think the public is entitled to know. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

As I said before, Mr Speaker, there is no overtime work except 
under very special conditions. These have got to be cleared with
IPCS but one of the things that IPCS always said is that they 
regard the Generating Station as a very important element in the 
life of Gibraltar and that they will do everything they can in 
their power to help us as much as possible to continue the 
maintenance programme so that the people of Gibraltar will not 
suffer any power cuts during the winter. 

HON •P J ISOLA: 

Does that mean then, Mr Speaker, that the IPCS action is not un-
intentionally affecting the situation then? If they have said 
that, is Government satisfied that they are implementing it in 
that area? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker it is affecting the situation somewhat because you 
cannot work regular overtime unless this is cleared by the IPCS. 
This is not a normal sequence of events so it is affecting the 
maintenance programme to some bxtent. But certainly one cannot 
lay the blame totally at the-door of IPCS. I just hope that 
there is no esbalation of the IPCS action at the present time 
which could seriously hinder our plans for this summer for the 
maintenance programme. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Why i8 it, in fact,• that maintenance cannot be done during normal 
working hours? 'Why is it that At has to be done during overtime? 
Is there a reason for this? 
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HON DR R G VAIARINO: 

No, Sir. Mr Speaker, maintenance is done during normal working 
hours, unfortunately some other snags crop up and men have to 
be moved from one machine' to another to be able to deal with 
that particular. problem. The other thing during the summer 
is the leave problems which has meant that there are certainly 
less people available to deal with problems. 

MR SPEAKER: 

So maintenance can be done during normal working hours. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Yes, it can be done. 

HON- A J HAYNES: 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister has 'indicated the manner in which we 
may be subjected to power cuts, would it be right to assume 
that in the event of these power cuts the Services Generating 
Station will be relied upon? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, I thank the Hon Mr Haynes for that question. The 
interservices Generating Station gives us as much help as 
possible depending on their own commitments. 

HON A J HAI-NES: 

What I am getting at, Mr Speaker, is this. Has the interservices 
Generating Station indicated that they might not be in a position 
to help this winter? Are they overrunning their own engines to 
ensure that we have continuous electric supply or not? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is difficult to tell the interservices 
Generating Station what  

MR SPEAKER: 

No. You are being asked, because I do not want to enlarge on' 
this, have you received any indication from the interservices 
Generating Station that they will not be able to help? 

HON DR R G VAIARINO: 

No, Sir, they do try to help us as much as possible. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Have you received any indication that'the interservices 
Generating Station may not be in a position to help whether 
they want to or not this winter? It is not that-they will 
help when they can. Have you received any indication 
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:MR SPEAKER: 

No, you have been given an answer. They have not received an 
indication from the ihterservices Generating Station that they 
will not be able to help this winter. 

HON A J BAYNES: 

Can you quite say, as far as you are concerned, they are running 
normally as always and they have no particular problem that you 
are aware of? Is that correct? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, . . 

MR SPEAKER: 

No. You must not answer that question. You cannot give an under-
taking 'as to other Generating Stations in any manner or form. Next 
question. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL 

NO. 12,9 OF 1.281 

TM' HON G T RESTANO 

Will Government take the necessary- Measures to improve public 
lighting at both Line all Road and Devilfts Tower Road? 

AmpER, 

TEE HON THE MINISTER FOR, MUNIOIPAL SERVICES  

Mr Speaker, Sir, provision was made to improve the public lighting 
in both these areas in the financial estimates for 1980/81 and 
81/82. Design and all preparatory work has now been completed and 
the respective state of progress is as follows:- 

Line Wall Road 

New-  90W.  SOX lanterna are to replace the existing: 250W mBr lanterns 
these lanterns were ordered in November 1980 and their arrival is. 
expected within the next two months. 

_Devirs Tower Road 

The new lighting scheme will consist. of 40 No 90W SOX CO lanterns 
as opposed to the existing 22 No. All materials are now in 
Gibraltar and work has been programmed to commence shortly. 

• 
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7.7.81 
ORAL 

ly) OF  1981  

THE HON A j HAY1 S 

Will Government confirm and give details on the oil leakage from the 
King's Bastion Generating Station into the Harbour and will Govern-
ment state what measures they are taking to remedy the problem? 

ANSWER 

THE =THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Government can confirm that there is an oil 
leakage into the harbour. 

The oil discharges at the RGYC outflow of the South Station water 
cooling system. 

Investigations to date show that the oil does not come from the 
Station itself since there is no oil at the source of this outflow 
within the Station. 

These investigations have shown that there is Oil in the water table 
underground in the Queensway area and it is believed that the only 
feasible explanation for the oil leak at that particular point is 
that the outflow pipe, which has' been in service for at least 80 years 
is broken in places and that, under conditions of low tide, when the 
sea is at or belOw the level of the pipe, the oil present in the water 
enters the pipe and is discharged to the sea together with the cooling 
water., 

It ds believed that there are two possible ways in which the oil can 
have entered the water table underground. The first that oil has, 
accumulated in the water table over the years from the oil polluted 
waters, the second is that the oil underground, may come from leaks 
in the supply line which feeds the fuel to the Generating Station 
from a Coaling Island berth. This line is used for about 5 hours at 
intervals of between seven and ten days when it is pressurized under 
pumping pressure. 

Tests so far have not located the fault or faults but further tests. 
are proceeding at this moment. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  T 0 CUE ST ION-  NO . 112_  OF 1981 . 

HON A j-  HAYNES : 

What measures are being taken to remedy the problem in terms of 
pollution? 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, at the present moment we are looking into.all aspects, of 
this and how to remedy this pollution this year but this is as far 
as we have got at the present time. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Will Government make a detailed statement with regard to the 
number of vacancies for Apprenticeships this year, the number of 
applicants and the passes attained by them and generally inform 
this House as to what it proposes offering those applicants who 
having passed the Entrance requirements and being considered 
suitable for Industrial Training, find that all vacancies for 
Apprenticeship training have been taken? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

With your permission, I propose to answer Questions 131, 134 and 
135 together. 

The Gibraltar Government is offering a total of 17 apprenticeships 
this year and PSA/DOE are offering 6. Insofar as HM Dockyard is 
concerned the number of vacancies which they will be able to offer 
is still under consideration by them. 

Of 150 candidates for the engineering/shipbuilding apprenticeship 
examination, about 80 have attained an acceptable standard. Of 
134 who sat the examination for the construction trades, about 90 
have reached the required standard. However, because a very high 
proportion of candidates sat both examinations, the number who • 
.have reached the required standard in one or both examinations 
could be about 110. This figure would be reduced by those who 
may stay on at school, obtain scholarships, take up other employ-
ment, etc. 

Turning to the last part of Question 131 - and as I said in reply 
to Question No 42 of 1981 on 11 March, 1981 - once all the 
apprenticeships have been taken up, Government can offer the 
facilities of the Construction Training Centre at Landport to 
those who could have obtained an apprenticeship but for the fact 
that all vacancies had been filled. Provided that the numbers 
who wish to avail themselves of this are not more than the Centre 
can cope with, the intention 'is to give these youngsters basic 
training for one year in one of the construction trades, similar 
to that given to first year apprentices. 

This training would be provided free and regarded as an eXtention 
to their education, and there would be no commitment to employing 
them at the end of the year. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTIONS\NOS. 131, 13)4 AND 135 OF 1981  

HON W T SCOTT: 

I am grateful to the Minister for that answer but can the Minister 
confirm that the first year in fact of an Apprenticeship Scheme is 
spent totally at the Centre.? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

No. 
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HON W T SCOTT: 

There is, in fact, in-field training as it were, therefore, and 
can the Minister say in fact what numbers can the Centre cope 
with? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I think we could cope with up to about 50. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

So in fact it might be a situation where only half, or roughly 
half, of those young men who having past the apprenticeship 
exam are not being offered a scholarship can be catered for at 
the Centre? 

HON MAJOR F J 

Mr Speaker, that is his opinion. My opinion is to the contrary, 
I think we can deal with the problem. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Does Government not agree in fact that in the amended motion 
passed in this House there was a commitment by Government to 
re-train all of these young men? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

We emphasised that if all the vacancies had been filled, and 
this does n-ot'neceSsarily mean that all the vacancies will be 
filled, we will give opportunities to all the apprentices. I 
have said so already. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

The Government has said that the Dockyard has not yet decided 
how many. This is in fact a change because the original figure 
for the apprenticeships given by'the official employers was a 
total of 40 and I imagine that the discrepancy between the 23 
we have been given and the 40 is because the MOD,,may be con-
sidering reducing apprenticeships. Is that the case? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I will repeat my answer. Insofar. as HM Dockyard is concerned 
the :number of Vacancies which they will be able to offer is 
still under consideration by them. What they are doing, I do 
not know. I am not HM Dockyard. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I accept that the Hon Member is not HM Dockyard but the Hon 
Member is the Minister for Labour and Social Security and I 
imagine he must consider whether the Dockyard is going to 
have apprenticeships or not since if they do not this. problem 
will be aggravated and therefore can he confirm that HM Dock-
yard had" intended to provide 17 vacancies and that it is now . 
no longer certain whether they will because of the Defence 
Review? Is this the case? 
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, I cannot confirm. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Is in fact the Hon Member then saying that he has had no knowledge 
to date, irrespective of any possible change about what the inten-
tions of the Dockyard were, as to the number of apprentices it 
would take this year? That in fact when the candidates were 
asked to apply, is he saying that as Minister for Labour he did 
not know what the total vacancies available would be? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I think your figure may be correct but I do not remember. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Would he then go back to the Dockyard and find out from them how 
it is that, having arrived in the Official Employers Apprentices 
Training Board at a global figure of 40, including the Dockyard, 
the amount that the Dockyard can put is no longer known? Can he 
find out from them what has changed? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I will repeat that the Dockyard are considering the whole question 
of apprenticeships, the whole. context of the Defence Review. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Then it is in fact that as a result of the. Defence Review it is 
no longer certain that the number of apprenticeships that were 
being offered initially are still going to be there. That is 
the case then? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

The question is being studied by them. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I am well aware of this but if the Dockyard said three months ago 
that there would be 17 apprenticeships this year and now they are 
studying, I imagine that that is because it is no longer certain 
that there are going to be 17 apprenticeships this year and that 
this is a result of the Defence Review. That is the question 
which the Minister was unable to answer a few seconds ago. Is' 
that the picture? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I would interpret it as a natural deduction but it could also be 
interpreted that it might be increased. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

Highly unlikely. What I am asking the Hon Member, since he is 
in a position to do so, that he should get a definitive state-
ment on the subject from the Dockyard rather than make assump-
tions which is what I have to do on this side of the House. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO, 132  OF 1981 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

7.7.81 

ORAL 

  

Can Government state the number employed by the UK departments and 
the total wage and salaries bill in April 1981? 

• ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND  
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

The numbers of locally-entered staff of the 'United Kingdom. Depart-
ments on 1.4.81 were as follows:- 

Ministry 

Non 
Industrials 

- Industrials Total 
Gross Wages/ 
Salaries Bill 
(in gm per annum) 

of Defence 798 1925 2723 L13.297 

PSA/DOE 112 612 72L. 2.675 

910 2537 .3)i)i7 £15.972 
MINIVA.11.61.61 1011(613,S111 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION1121.1117a1911 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Does the Hon Member have the comparable figures for the UK based 
civilian employees in the UK Departments? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

No, Sir. The above figures do not include UK based staff whose 
salaries are paid from UK. Neither do they include the employees 
of organisations directly connected with the UK Departments, for 
example, NAAFI, etc. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Is the Minister in a position to obtain such information? 

HON MAJOR P J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, I took this question to mean locally entered staff. I 
will try. 

HON J BOSSANO:  

I understand that the employment surveys, for example, produced by 
his department include the UK based in the figures that they produced 
and therefore for the sake of consistency when making use of these 
statistics I am sure he will agree. I am asking the question because 
it has not yet been published. Looking at the October 1980 statistics, 
for example, which is the last public figure, it will include a. number 
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of people who are UK based in the figure employed in the UK depart-
ment and consequently this figure will show a discrepancy. It is 
not because there has been a reduction, I take it, but because the 
UK based are not included here are included there. Therefore, what 
I am asking the Hon Member is information that he will have in the 
employment survey and if he can make it'available to me outside the 
House I would be grateful. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 . 
ORAL 

NO. ]33 OF 1281 

THE HON J 3OSSANO 

Mr Speaker there was a typing error which I would like to correct 
if I may when I read it out. 

Has Government now given consideration to the possibility of raising 
'the tax allowance of a single parent family with a dependent child 
to the same level as that of a married couple in the current 
financial year? 

ANSWER  

TEE, HON TEE FINANCIAL :AND DEVTLOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I take it that the Honourable Member is referring 
to the Income Tax allowance for single parent families. This 
allowance was increased by the Pinancie Ordinance 1981 from Z400 to 
£500 for the current tax year. The Government also undertook to look 
into the merits of increasing it further to the level of the Personal 
Allowance i.e. £850.. This is still under consideration together with 
other amendments to the Income Tax Ordinance. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 13L.O.F  1981 ORAL 

THE ,  HON J BOSSANO 

Can Government say whether the MOD proposes to reduce the number 
of apprenticeships? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Answered together with Question Nos. 131 and 135. 
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7.7.1 
NO.  1:65  2E_ jaa. ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Can Government say what provision is to be made for the training 
of school leavers who pass the apprentice training examination 
but fail to be offered an apprenticeship? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Answered together with Question Nos. 131 and 134. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL - 

NO. 136  OF 2.12.81 

THE HON  3-  BOSSANO  

Can Government state how many times:the Industrial Training Board 
met last year? 

AN7VER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION MID LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

The industrial Training Board did not meet at all in 1980. In fact:, 
appointments to the Board had lapsed in 19714.. Due mainly to delays' 
in receiving nominations for membership from relevant organisations, 
it has not been possible to re-constitute the Board until as recently 
as April 1981. 

I SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION  NO„ 136 OF 1981 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Would the Hon. Member, now that the Board is to be reconstituted or 
has been reconstituted, agree that this might be a proper machine 

- to consider -  activating in the context of a need for perhaps greater 
training facilities if there is an effect on the unemployment 
situation in Gibraltar. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Yes, Mr Speaker. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 • 
ORAL 

NO. 137 OF 1981  

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Sir, can Government confirm that the vacancies for two Trainee 
Social Workers required in the Family Care Unit have been filled and 
will Government give an indication as to when this Unit will show 
improvement with regard to the needs of the community? 

ANSWER  

TEE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND IABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, two Officers have already been selected for appointment as 
Trainee Social Workers and they are joining the Department of Labour 
and Social. Security on 15 July 1981. 

After a reasonable period of induction and in-service training in the 
Department's Family Care Unit they will be required to go to U.K. for 
specialised training in the various aspects of social work, including 
probation work. On successful completion of this training, they 
will be appointed as Social Workers. 

- It is expected that by this time next year one of them will have 
returned from training and thus become fully effective. 

In the meantime, after they take up their duties'as trainees next 
week, their presence should begin to be felt as, gradually, they are 
able to work on their own. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTIOLLE22 1322E.12L1 

HON A J BAYNES: 

Is there any indication that the department will lose any other 
social workers.  before these men-return next year through pregnancy 
or any other reason? 

HON MAJORF J DELLIPIANI: 

No, Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL 

NO, 138  OF 1981 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Can Government state what figures it has available for job vacancies. 
as at 31st May, 1981? 

ANSWER 

THE  HON TEE  MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Sir, the number of vacancies notified to the Department of Labour and 
Social Security which were open on 31 May 1981 was 34, covering 24 
different occupations. This, of.  course, is not a static figure, as 
vacancies are opened and filled every day. In fact, during the month 
of May, 47 notified vacancies were filled by Central Employment 
Exchange. 

I am also able to give the corresponding figures as at 30 aline 1981. 
On that day there were 45 open vacancies, covering a range of 22 
occupations, and during Tune, 74 vacancies were filled. 
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7.7;81 

a24119.2F  l ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES 

Will Government ensure that all authorised requests made to the 
Family Care Unit for reports are complied with within six weeks 
of such requests? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND  

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

I assume that the "requests" mentioned by the Hon Questioner are 
the requests from the Housing Department for social reports on 
applicants for Government housing, and which are only one aspect 
of the duties of the Family Care Unit of the Department of Labour 
and Social Security.. 

In reply to Question No 137 I have explained the present staffing 
position of this Unit. The improvement which will result from the 
appointment of the two new Training Social Workers will enable more 
time to be devoted, amongst other things, to these social reports 
on applicants for Housing than has been possible in the recent past, 
to catch up on the backlog (there are about 70 at present) and to 
deal with new requests. 

No assurance can be given that reports will be forwarded to the 
Housing Department within a specified time, but I can assure the 
Hon Questioner that my department is as anxious as anyone else to 
deal with these requests as expeditiously as staff and time allow, 
in the interests of the applicants themselves, 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 139 OF 1981  

HON A. J HAYNES : 

Mr Speaker, not as anxious as men'who make the request. Will the 
Minister state how long it takes for a report to be made and will 
the Minister further say when some of the reporting problems today 
will be likely to be heard or reported on? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

No. I cannot give any specific time. We do not deal with housing 
reports alone, we deal with many aspects of welfare and they are 
treated as they come in, 

HON A J HAYNES: 

I am aware that the Family Care Unit deals with other matters and I 
am also aware of the quality of their work. They work very well. 
The problem is there are not enough, men to handle the numerous 
requests and the Minister cannot say with a definitive knowledge 
the exact length of time it will take for a report to be made. Will 
the Minister confirm that for a person with a housing problem it 
will take in excess of nine months to have a report? 

I- 
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:. 

Mr Speaker, as I said, I cannot confirm thiS. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Can the Minister give any indication as to how long it takes for 
•a person with a housing problem to have a report,  made.? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

No, Mr Speaker. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Can the Minister give a reason? 

MR SPEAKER: 

You have asked a question and he has given you an answer. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Can he give me a reason? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No. May I say that that is the basic quality of a politician. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, what I am trying to say is, is there any sort of reason 
for this line of approach by the Minister? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No. You are quite entitled to ask supplementaries which are 
relevant to the question not as to the attitude of the Minister. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Is it the shortage of staff the reason,for the long delay? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, I have said so. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think the Minister has told you . . . 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

I will not give any commitment and I cannot give knowledge which 
I have not got. 'I am not a clerk and I do not go about asking how 
many days have you taken to do this thing. 
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liON A J HAYNES: 

Mr Speaker, it is not a question here which I am asking for Govern-
ment assurances and if he does not take the question seriously he 
might at least find out how long it does take and what motivates . 

MR SPEAKER: 

We are not going to argue. Have you a supplementary to ask? 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Will the Minister endeavour to enquire how long it takes for a 
report to be made and also how long it takes for a report to be 
made today? The reason why I ask, Mr Speaker, is that there is, 
as I understand it, a backlog. Can the Minister confirm that? 
Can the Minister say how many people are actually waiting to be 
reported on? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, I have said 70. Any other questions I will need proper 
notification and I will answer properly in the House. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Would the Minister consider employing extra staff for the year 
before these people come in? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

No., Mr Speaker. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 140 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Will Government consider altering the system of grants for further 
education this year to ensure that all school leavers who obtain 
the minimum entrance requirements to qualify for a statutory grant 
in UK will be able to obtain a grant in September? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER. FOR EDUCATION AND 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

Sir, at the present time the Educational Awards Regulations provide 
for minimum academic standards, based on Advanced Level results of 
the General Certificate of Education, for a mandatory award to be 
granted to enable a student to pursue a degree course in the UK. • 
It is not felt appropriate to change the present legislation to 
enable all students who obtain the minimum entrance requirements 
for an establishment of higher education in the UK to obtain a 
statutory grant in Gibraltar. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO. 1 0 OF 1 81 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, the Government then does not consider it desirable to 
afford the same educational opportunities to school leavers in 
Gibraltar as even the reactionary government that exists today in 
UK is doing to school leavers in UK. Is that the situation? 

HON MAJOR 11  J DELLIPIANI: 

Sir, quite apart from the educational merits of ensuring satis-
factory academic standards before granting scholarships, it should 
be noted that it will result in a significant increase in terms of 
expenditure on scholarships if all students gadning a place at a 
university or polytechnic in UK were to be given an award. 
Establishments of higher education in UK are desperate, very despe-
rate, to recruit students at the present time and some universities 
and polytechnics accept students with very poor advance level 
results in order to boost enrolment figures and so attract the 
relevant grant from central government in. London. This resolves 
in mediocre standards and high wastage rate; something which 
Gibraltar cannot afford in terms of the scholarship fund. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

What evidence does the Hon Member have for this and is he aware 
that the argument that he is'using now was used by his predecessor 
some 5 years ago to refuse a grant to one of these mediocre 
students who finished up with a doctorate and a post graduate grant 
given by the University of Wales? Is he aware of the history of 
the invalidity of such an argument? 
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

All credit to the student. My answer will still be that I will 
not consider it at this stage. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Will the Hon Member then admit that there is no evidence to sub-
stantiate the position he has taken? It is either pure political 
dogma or penny pinching which makes him take a position that 
deprives young Gibraltarians who could benefit from further educa-
tion from doing so because they will not make the money available. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, if I were sitting there I would ask the same questions 
but I am sitting here and I am still saying no. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I do not think it is relevant where one sits. The validity of 
the argument stands, of course, by its contents. Will the Hon 
Member admit that if there is no evidence to show that what is 
going to be produced is masses of mediocre students, if it is 
just a question of money, then what he is saying is that the 
Gibraltar Government is not prepared to spend the same amount of 
money in giving an opportunity to further education to school 
leavers in Gibraltar as a Uonservative Government is doing'to 
school leavers in UK. That is the position then? 

BON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Sir, there is an element of a wastage rate of about 22%-25%. I 
see it as far more important if there is money available to spend 
it on students of Gibraltar who require remediate attention. I 
feel that it is far more important than getting more graduates. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Does not the Hon Member realise that in this difficult times of 
employment the greater the educational attainment by school . 
leavers the greater the prospect of finding employment? There 
is a direct relationship between the two. Is he not aware of 
that? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

No, Sir. I think that as a sociologist he has got it the other 
way round. The under achievers are the ones who find it more 
difficult to find employment. 

HON J BOSSANO:.  

What I am saying is that the higher the level the greater the. 
prospect of employment and consequently I want them to encourage 
more people to go . 
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EON MAJOR P J DELLIPIANI: 

By the under achievers I mean people who are•ESN mild, educationally.  
subnormal mild, and this is where I would like to spen.d the money 
rather than on 10 or 12 more scholarships. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Member then saying that there is some magic 
finite figure of the amount of money available and that to give 
grants to people who would benefit from a university education 
would mean reducing the money available for people who are educa-
tionally subnormal. Is he making that as a serious statement that 
he expects this House to accept because I can assure the Hon Member 
that there are other areas of Government expenditure that can be 
cut and the educational vote can be increased if he is not aware 
of it?, 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL 

NO. 4,J1 OF 1981 

THE  HON  A T LODDO  

What is the position regarding sponsored students to the MOD Schools:? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY  

Sir, 90 children are at present being sponsored to the Services 
Primary Schools and a further 29 are on a waiting list pending places 
:becoming available within the maximum of 90 which can be taken up under 
the sponsorship' scheme agreed between Government and MOD some years 
ago. As a result of a significant increase in the sponsorship fee 
claimed by MOD for the period April 1980 Government felt the need to 
review the level of fees charged by MOD and to examine alternative 
ways of catering for the needs of the Protestant children at present 
sponsored to the two Services Schools. A paper is currently being 
prepared for the consideration of Government which will be used as a 
basis for negotiations. with MOD shortly on the future provision for 
the Protestant children now attending the Services Schools under the 
sponsorship scheme. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 141 OF l981 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, we are glad to hear the matter is being considered but if 
the matter is being considered can the Minister explain why letters 
were sent to Protestant parents children at school telling them what 
they would have to pay in September. Would.he not agree. that that is 
contrary to what was stated in this House bYthe- Ministerthat there would 
be prior consultations with religious authorities concerned before any 
steps were taken to implement this? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, the letters were sent as an advanced .notice of Government's 
intention at the time but it was also stated in the letter that we 
were making every effort to reduce the possible hardship that would 
fall on the Protestant parents to a minimum. Then we had further 
representations from all the Protestant religious bodies and this is 
,why we are taking this line. 

HON P J" ISOLA: 

Am I right in saying that it is government's policy to consult, with 
the authorities before implementing? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 
• 

Yes. 

HON P J.  ISOLA: 

I am glad to hear that. 
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NO. 142 OTC1581 

THE HON  A T LODDO 

Why have 5th year French students been issued with photocopies of 
their French literature book? 

ANSTJER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND  LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Mr Speakers  one of the set books for v.A.' level students taking French 
in 1982 was found to be out of stock. This particular book was 
ordered in September 1980 and is. a French publication. In order to 
ensure that work could progress on this particular set book pending 
stocks being available for purchase the teacher concerned at Bayside 
School took the trouble to photocopy as much as: was necessary from 
a single copy that was available in the school. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 142  OF 1981 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker I think that the teacher should be congratulated on his 
initiative. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Mr Speaker, I feel the same. The pity is that I do not think this 
should have been brought to the House. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Well there might be another reason. 
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7.7.81. 
ORAL 

NO. 1„.  AlY. 1981 

THE HON A T IeODDO .  

What is the situation at the moment regarding the moving of the 
Middle School to the Old Grammar School? 

ANSWER 

THE  HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Mr Speaker I presume he means the St. Mary's Middle School because 
we have 3 Middle schools. 

The south wing of the Old Grammar School building at Sacred- Heart 
Terrace was recently handed over to the Department of Education 
following the completeion of phase one of the building works of re-
modelling the premises for use as a Middle School. The Castle Road 
Annexe at present St. Mary's Middle School will• be transferred to the 
south wing of the Old Gramffiar School during the last week (this week) 
of the present Summer Term so that accommodation can be prepared 
ready for the beginning of the next school year in September 1981. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL 

NO. 144 OF 1q81 

THE HON  A T LODDO  

Has Government received a reply to its proposals to MOD London 
reference the transference of the Technical College? 

6.NSWF,R..  

THE HON TEt YINIZTER  FOR  EDUCATION AND IABOUR ATM SOCIAL SECURITY  

Mr. Speaker, a reply was received from MOD towards the end of March 1981 
in response to the original proposals put forward by Government for 
transfer of the Gibraltar and Dockyard Technical' College and its 
future running costs. The Government proposals were found to be un-
acceptable to MOD and counter proposals by MOD were included in their 
response. These counter proposals were found to be unacceptable to 
Gibraltar. Government. Consequently the precise terms for the transfer 
of the site and buildings of the present Gibraltar- and Dockyard 
Technical College and the basis of future recurrent expenditure in 
running the new College of Further Education. are still. a matter of 
negotiation with MOD. It is now extremely unlikely that the Gibraltar 
and Dockyard Technical College will be transferred in September 1981 
as-  originally envisaged. The likely date of transfer if agreement can 
be reached on the transfer of the site and buildings and on recurrent 
expenditure will be some time in 1982 possibly at the end of the 1981/ 
82 academic year. 
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7.7.81 • 
ORAL 

NO. 2._1!5 OF 1981 

THE HON G  T RESTANO  

Why is the converted modernised flat at No. 14 Flat Bastion Road 
still not occupied in view of the acute housing problem that exists? 

AIUMER 

TEE HON TEE  MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Sir, the flat referred to at 14 Flat Bastion Road has not been 
allocated because it has not yet been handed over to this Department, 
presumably because it is still not ready for occupation. 

SUPPIEVENTI.RY TO nU:e3TION NO. 1 5  OF 1981 

HOI1 G T RESTANO: 

What is the reason for that flat not being available for occupation 
or not being ready for occupation, since it has been unoccupied for 
quite a number of years? 

HON-  H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, as far as I understand that flat. suffers from some roof' 
water penetration and there is a problem of an unauthorised building 
that is being built upon it. 

HON G T RMTANO: 

An .unauthorised, building that is being built on top of it. Is any 
action being taken against the unauthorised building? 

HON II J ZAMMITT: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, it is not on top of it I should have said near it 
which provides the access for the Public Works Department. Action 
has been taken and the matter is being looked into, Sir. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

What has been the result of that action? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Well legal action has been taken I don't know the result of the 
action yet, Mr Speaker. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

There won't be access to this flat until legal action is resolved 
because that will take a long time? 

HON H Jr aAMMITT: 

I am sorry I do not understand. 
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HON P J.  ISOLA: 

Does that mean that access to this flat will not be available until 
the legal action has been resolved because that always takes a long 
time? 

HON H- J"ZAMMITT:. 

No, -Mr Speaker, when I say legal action I do not think it is court 
proceedings. I think there is some correspondence between the 
Surveyor and Planning Secretary and the person concerned. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Is the Minister, saying that the persons who have built this 
unauthorised building will not allow Public Works to move in to 
repair the flat. Is: that the position? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

That was the situation I think up to about 4 months ago, Mr Speaker. 

'HON P JTISOLL: 

So what is the. position now then? 

HON IT J ZAMMITT: 

J.• understand, and it is-  not really my department, Mr Speaker, I 
understand that the person has now.accepted that we obviously have 
a right of entry to carry out the repairs. 

MR SPY''AKER: 

Next question.. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 146 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Will Government state why shop premises at Rose Shrine House are 
still not occupied and whether any flats there remain unallocated 
or unoccupied? 

ANSWER 

TUE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there are 5 units still awaiting acceptance by.  
prospective tenants. 

Although this is not within my own responsibility I understand 
that the shops at Rose Shrine House are intended for the two 
tenants who had previously occupied similar premises in the old 
building. How the shops are to be allocated has now been agreed 
and the terms of the new tenancies will be Communicated to the 
prospective tenants shortly. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1L.6 OF 1981 

HON G T RESTANO: 

On the five units which are for .acceptance by the prospective 
tenants I find it difficult to understand how, with the acute 
housing problem that there is, it should take so long for people 
to accept. What is the reason for this? I would have thought 
people who required accommodation would have jumped at any 
possibility of accommodation. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I would tend to agree with the Hon Member but may I explain that 
the five flats, one of which is the six roomed flat, have been 
offered to the three top persons on the list but have rejected 
it because of distance, or because the actual house consists of 
three storeys, the rooms are quite small and the flight of steps 
within the house are not convenient to the persons who were 
entitled to them under the Housing Allocation Scheme. Since the 
time of preparing this answer, a week or so ago, I understand 
that two tenants who will be giving up L. rooms .kitchen and bath-
room of postwar standard, will be accepting smaller accommodation 
at Rose Shrine House. There is some delay because there have 
been offers to people who are over housed which, of course, will 
benefit the housing list quite substantially. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL 

NO. 147 OF 1981 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Will Government state the area and location of the units which in 
answer to Question 65 of 1981 were declared to be unoccupied? 

.ANSWF,R 

• TEE HON TEE MINISTER FOR. HOUSING  AND SPORT  

Lists of the areas and location of the units that'were declared in 
Question No 65 of 1981 to be unoccupied, and which amount to 164, 
are being circulated. 

I think the House would not bear with me Mr Speaker, if I were to 
read out 164 dwellings and addresses so I certainly hope I have 
satisfied the Honourable Member.. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 147 OP 1981 

HON A J BAYNES: 

261 units are unoccupied at present. 'That was the answer given in 
March this year. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Well there are 164 at present. I should say that there have been some 
that have been rehabilitated and returned and. of course they have been 
allocated. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next Question. 

• 
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7.7.81 
ORAL ' 

NO. 1148 OF  12(11 

THE HON A j-  HAYNES  

Will Government state their policy as regards allocation of the new 
housing units to be built and will Government say when the new units:  
will be allocated? 

ANS7ER 

THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

The policy remains as follows:- 

Medical Category 20% 

Government Quarters. 
Agreement. 8% 

Decanting of Pensioners 6% 

General Allocation List 66% 

All housing units built will be allocated as and when these are ready 
for occupation. 

SUDPLIMETAY TO QUESTION NO. 148 OF 1981  

HON A j: HAYN12S 

Can the Minister confirm then that there is no likelihood of these 
being allocated, in say two months time, or one months time, they will 
be .allocated when they are built am I right? 

HON H. J-  ZAIIMITT : 

New housing, Mr Speaker? As and when they are ready. I can say I 
think that the Tank Ramp Housing complex will be allocated within the 
next week but I cannot possibly say when St. Jago's or St. Joseph's 
or Flat Bastion Road Complexes will be ready. 

HON A J HAYNES : 

Did the Minister say anything about social points being part of their 
policy in allocating houses in the list he just read? 

HON H J .2AtIMITT : 

Social points do not come into percentage. Social matters are dealt 
with and granted points within the general allocation housing list. 

HON A Jr HAYNES: 

Those are 66% you said. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

That's right. 
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. HON A J-  HAYNES: 

Would the lack of a Family Care Unit Report therefore prejudice 
someone who: is dependent on those special grounds? 

HON H J- ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the Family Care Unit Reports are invariably brought to 
the Housing Department's attention for pre-war accommodation. 'Not 
the kind of accommodation we are talking of here. 

MR SPEAKERi,: 

Next question. 

64



7.7.81 

NO. 149 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Will Government give the number of Housing applications that are 
supported by medical certificates certifying bronchitis in 
children under 15 years of age? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

Mr Speaker, as has already been stated before there are at present 
about 1800 applications for accommodation. 

To obtain the information requested, it would be necessary to 
examine each and every one of these applications to find out 
which hav& been awarded medical points, determine the nature of 
the illness or illnesses which merited the award of these, and 
work out the ages of those children under the age of 15. 

It is regretted that the pressure of work in the Department is so 
great that it is virtually impossible for the staff to produce such 
detailed and exacting information in addition to their daily duties 
at such short notice. To do this, it would be necessary to close 
down the offices to the public and leave the daily work aside until 
the exercise had been completed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 149 OF 1981  

4MN A J HAYNES: 

Will the Minister confirm that medical certificates certifying 
bronchitis in children generally are very large indeed? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr -Speaker, I do not read medical certificates. That is done by 
the Housing Advisory Committee. I would not say they are very 
large indeed compared to other certificates. Certainly not for 
under 15 years of age. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Will the Minister confirm that there are a large number of children 
who suffer from bronchitis and are certified in that respect and 
that these certificates come to the notice of the Minister and I 
am talking about figures in the region of 200 to 300? 

HON H J.ZAMMITT: 

I cannot answer that. 

HON- A J HAYNES: 

Perhaps, Mr Speaker, the Minister will investigate the matter 
especially when the majority of instances where bronchitis is 
certified in children it is due to damp and poor housing condi-
tions. The appalling housing conditions of some people does 
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result in their children suffering from asthmatic bronchitis 
and other assorted illnesses. That is the reason for asking 
the question. I would like the Minister to at least assure 
me that it is not as bad as I believe it may be. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I cannot commit myself or my department into going into this 
kind of exercise. I do not agree that the immense majority of 
the medical certificates afforded to the Housing Allocation 
Committee are for bronchitis. If the Hon Member is trying to 
make a case for.every single applicant that has a bronchitis 
certificate for a child under. 15 because of damp conditions 
there are, in the scheme, points awarded for dampness but I 
cannot say  

MR SPEAKER: 

No, you cannot say. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I can understand the Minister not being able to give this infor-
mation but can the Minister consider his department making use 
of modern methods of filing that give this sort of information 
by using, for example, the computer that the Government has and 
feeding information from all the housing applications as they 
come in so that statistics such as this one, which could be of 
Importance in reviewing the general situation in Gibraltar, can 
be easily ascertained without closing the Housing Department? 
Consideration might be given to that suggestion. 

HON H J ZAMMTFT: 

One would always look with certain sympathy at modern approaches 
to decipher the final statistics or information that Government 
requires but again I cannot commit Government into a new computer 
system that would afford this information at this stage. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I can understand that but surely it is obviously convenient to 
have a ready means of finding out,: for example, how many three 
children family are on your housing list and what are. the require-
ments for four childrell and have all that information readily 
available. I would have thought that was essential from the 
point of view of planning future housing development in Gibraltar 
and as the Government has got a computer I would have thought that, 
in the long term, it would be well worthwhile and much in the 
Government's interest to do this. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I wish to assure the Hon Leader of the Opposition that the depart-
ment certainly has an up-to-date list of family composition within 
Gibraltar for the requirement of future planning. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL . 

NO.  150 OF 1981 

THE HON  A J- BAYNES 

Will Government state how many housing applications are still 
awaiting consideration pending evaluation of supporting medical 
certificates and how long does such evaluation usually take? 

ANSWER 

THE HON  THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

There are at present about 23 medical certificates awaiting consi-
deration by the Housing Advisory Committee. Under normal 
circumstances medical certificates are considered within a month 
from date of receipt at the Department. The Committee meets almost.  
every Friday afternoon unless the Chairman is otherwise occupied 
and unable to attend. 
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7,7.81 

NO. 151 OF  1981 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Will Government take the necessary steps to prohibit the parking 
of boats on trailers in car parks? 

ANSWER 

THE HON TI MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Police already take steps to deal with such problems commensurate 
with their other more important duties, and when offences are 
observed or complaints received, offenders are strictly advised, 
or in the case of persistent or dbstinate offenders, reported for 
prosecution. In the past 6 months 3 cases have been prosecuted 
on conviction at the Magistrates Court (at Alameda Grand Parade). 

SUPPLEMEWARY TO QUESTION NO. 151 OF 1981  

HON P J ISOLA: 

Will Governplent give consideration to increasing penalties in 
respect of illegal parking as, for example, with containers? 
Is the Minister aware of a recent case of a container that was 
on Devil's Tower Road, actually on the road, for 2 or 3 months 
before the case came to court and then there was a fine of £15? 
Will the Government give consideration, in order to avoid these 
things happening, to amending the laws so that the penalties 
are much stiffer or the court has power to award very stiff 
penalties in these cases? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I think the Government will, of course, consider increasing the 
penalties. The police have been dedicating themselves to a 
number of issues and, for instance, in 1981 it is projected that 
some 3888 traffic offences will be reported and some 5700 parking 
tickets will be issued. Last year, against 958 which I mentioned 
for 1981, there were something like 8192. So there is greater 
activity in trying to clean up Gibraltar by getting all these 
vehicles off the road. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Will Government, since this matter is being considered also 
consider the possibility of not allowing in certain car park 
areas which are for cars, the parking of heavy duty lorries and 
Other trailers and things like that which do find themselves in-
to car parks? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, Government has considered this very carefully. 
There have been some areas which we have declared as car parks, 
for instance, Moorish Castle were goods vehicles are prohibited 
from parking at specific times. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

No......121J1E1211 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO' 

Would Government make a statement on the use of the public high-
way as open air car parks by car dealers? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE  MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

The practice is discouraged by the police who give regular atten-
tion to this matter. Many of the cars that appear abandoned are 
in fact licensed and insured. In certain cases police have 
reported blatant offenders, or obtained their assistance in 
removing and disposing of the unwanted second hand vehicles. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TOO,UESTION NO. 12 OF l  

HON A T LODDO: 

Would not the Government agree that it is immoral that car dealers 
should be making money out of the public highway and that car 
drivers who find it more and more difficult to find parking places 
should run the risk of parking in no parking areas and be subse-
quently fined? Would Government agree that this is an immorality? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, you are not going to answer that. This question of immorality' 
is a matter of opinion. Next question. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL 

NO. 157  OF 1981  

THE HON A T LODDO 

Has Government purchased traffic lights? 

ANSTER 

TFL HON TB E MINI8T7JR FOR HOUSING AND SPURT  

Government has not purchased traffic lights as at present they are 
not considered essential. It may become necessary should the 
frontier re-open and plans for the acquisition and installation of 
traffic lights at certain venues have already been provisionally 
drawn-up. 

STEPPIEMENTARY TO QUESTION•NO. 15 OF 1981 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, would not the Government agree that we should have the 
traffic lights before the frontier opens and so get our own drivers 
used to the idea of driving with traffic lights and, not wait until 
panic stations arise? 

HON Fr J ZAMMITT.: 

No, Irr Speaker, I do not agree. In fact traffic lights, in a.place 
like Gibraltar, for our present set up could be a great hindrance. 
That is to say that we do not have a consistant flow of traffic 
from any particular lane and there are certain hours where traffic 
is .moving solely in one direction, for example, 7aterport roundabout. 
One could find that the exodus from HM Dockyard to the Glacis area 
would be flowing that way at a given time and if you had traffic 
lights giving a 3 minute interval for roads coming in, it would be 
much more cumbersome unless of course, and the Honourable Member 
may think so, it would be possible to have a computer but then the 
financial consequences would not today be justified. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, does the Government then envisage that once the frontier 
opens there is going to be a continuous flow of traffic to such an 
extent that it would warrant having traffic lights? 

HON H J ZAMMTTT: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, it could well warrant the direction of traffic. At. 
present it does not. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 
ORAL 

NO. 1:54  OF 1.„...281 

T).9E. HON A T IODDO 

Is Government contemplating the repeal of the law regarding the 
sounding of car horns within the town area? 

1.  I‘Tcvt"rro Pralt4., 

THE HON TI`: MINIS= FOR HOUSING ATT SPORT 

No. Blatant offenders are warned by the police. When the law was 
'more strictly enforced in the past irate drivers used to bang on 
their car doors. This was more irritating to the public at large 
but was not an offence. 

supp-P?TrE1'72.:RY TO (,)I7STION l51.1. OF 1981  

HON A T 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say how many cases have been brought 
before the courts for sounding their car horns inside the town 

. within the last six months? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I said in my answer that the police were warning' offenders. They do 
not prosecute and take cases to cOurt. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr - SpeEkar, in view of the fact there is a law which is not being 
enforced and in view of the fact that the public by and large takes 
very little notice of warnings given by the police would government 
consider doing away with the law which is useless? 

HON H J ZAPMITT 

No, Yr Speaker. When I say police warn they would warn if they would 
remember who it was who sounded his horn two days earlier or a week 
earlier. They could be prosecuted if they were persistant offenders 
but we find that there are no persistant offender as such. If 
anybody blows his horn purely accidentally or in cases of emergency 
they are just warned and certainly not summoned. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, surely the law is that it is illegal to sound the horn 
therefore will the police prosecute or would the Government repeal 
the law? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the question of the sounding of horns is an offence in 
the city area. It is also an offence to sound the horn outside the 
City area if the car is stationary. In.  those instances the police 
would warn and possibly prosecute if they found somebody blowing the 
horn to call somebody's attention from the 14th storey of the tower 
blocks. However it is not done, Mr Speaker, people are warned and 
not prosecuted at this stage. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 155 OF 1981. ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

. Will Government ensure that cars remotred from Casemates by the 
Police are not allowed to remain derelict in Market Place? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Yes, Sir. The. Police have considerably stepped up action to 
remove derelict vehicles. In 1980, 623 such-vehicles were 
removed by the Police and disposed of and in the first 6 months 
of this year 405 such vehicles have been dealt with. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO._121:221_12.8.1 

HON A T LODDO: 

I am sure it is very laudable but I am referring in particular 
to cars removed from Casemates at the time when there is a 
parade and then trundled to Market Place and left there derelict 
of which, at the moment, there are three that have been there 
for the last six weeks. Will the Government ensure that the cars 
that are removed from Casemates are not allowed to remain derelict 
in Market Place? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I think that the Hon Member should refer not only to Market Place 
because he happens to be in and out of there every day. There 
are derelict vehicles all around Gibraltar but I think the deter-
mination of the Police to stamp this out is quite meritorious. I 
will, of course, bring to the attention of the Commissioner of 
Police the three derelict cars at the Market Place at present. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 1,6,  OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

How many cases of speeding by motor cyclists have been brought 
before the courts within the last twelve months? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

The problem of speeding motor 'cyclists is receiving increased 
police attention, and will continue to do so. 

During the past twelve months ended 30 June, 1981, the following 
offenders have been reported for speeding offences: 

motor cycles - 27 

motor cars - 47 

Total - 74 
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NO. 3,27_21_12EL 
TUE HON A T LODDO' 

7.7.81 

ORAL 

   

Would Government consider bringing the law regarding motor cycles 
in line with that in the UK/ 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is not known what the questioner has in mind. 

SUPPLRMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 157.2_1211 

HON A T LODDO: 

Perhaps, Mr Speaker, I may be allowed to explain. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Most certainly. 

HON A T LODDO: 

In the United Kingdom, on obtaining a driving licence, a motor 
cyclist is not allowed to drive a motor cycle with an engine 
capacity of more than 125 cc. This he has to abide by for a 
period of 12 months, after which he is allowed to drive a motor 
cycle of a larger engine capacity. Furthermore, in the United 
Kingdom any holder of a '12,' licence is entitled to drive a moped 
with an engine capacity not exceeding 50cc without the need to 
have a special motor cycle licence. The effect of this 4s two-
fold. You get more people using smaller conveyances, there is a 
saving in fuel, there is less pollution  

MR SPEAKER: 

Let us not get into the reasons; You have stated what the law is. 

HON A T LODDO: 

The other very important one is that'an 18 year old youth will 
not, on obtaining his driving licence, go out and buy himself a 
600cc engine and go around with a potential death trap. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member has not got his facts right. In the 
united Kingdom a person who obtains  

MR SPEAKER: 

May I say that you knew what'he meant when you started. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No. 

74



2 

MR.  SPEAKER: 

In fairness to the questioner either yo'u answer the question or 
you accept the statement. I am saying this because we are not 
going to start with an argument as to what the law in the United 
Kingdom is. I will not have it. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

It is not a case that I happen to know the law in England and I 
happen to know the law in Gibraltar about motor cycles that is 
exactly why I cannot answer the Hon Member's question. 

MR SPEAKER: 

The question that he has asked you, and if you know the law in 
England and if you know the law in Gibraltar, is whether you are 
prepared to bring the law in Gibraltar up t'o the law in the 
United Kingdom. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, the thing is he is wrong.in what he said. There is 
no difference in the law of Gibraltar other than in a provisional 
licence. They have to wear crash helmets, that is exactly what I 
thought he was aiming at in the question, not the question of a 
nipped of under 50cc. As far as I know a person who obtains a 
provisional licence for a moped can only get a 'B' class licence 
for a moped up to 250cc. In England there are two classifications 
up to 250cc. A person getting a licence and going for a test on a 
moped is authorised to drive a motor cycle up to 250cc. I agree 
he cannot go out the following day and buy an 1100cc. That is the 
only difference. As regards mopeds, they must wear a crash helmet 
up to 35cc which is exactly the same as 'our law is in Gibraltar. 
The only difference is the provisional licence. Up to 50cc is one 
category of licence and over 50cc is the other category. That is 
the only difference that exists. 

MR SPEAKER: 

No. What you are being asked is whether you are prepared to bring 
the law of Gibraltar up to that standard. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, I remember that the Traffic Ordinance in 1.957 provided 
for motor cycles of a weight up to and not exceeding 200 pounds. 
I will look into this, it may have some merit. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 
OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO.. 

What is Government's view on introducing Traffic Wardens? 

ANSWER 

.TBE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

This has been discussed from time to time in various contexts but 
is not considered a viable proposition_ at present. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 158 OF 1981 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, would not the Minister agree that by introducing 
traffic wardens it would free the police to do more police work 
and leave the trafficking in hands of the traffic wardens? Would 
it leave the police free to do far more police work than just 
parking tickets and the like? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I would have to agree if the increase in the volume of work was 
to be such that would require an additional traffic warden 
structure. Since the MOD passed the Gibraltar Police Force back 
to us there seem to be quite an adequate number of men to look 
after Gibraltar• at present. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, in the possible event of the opening of the frontier, 
will the Government then consider the introduction of traffic 
wardens? Would he be prepared to contemplate this? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

We would go further than contemplate, we would consider it. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next que6tion. 
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7.7.81 

XILL151S1L1981  ORAL 

TIE HON A T LODDO 

Has Government considered introducing parking meters? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

This has been discussed in the past but is not considered a 
practicable proposition at present. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 159 OF 1981  

HON A T LODDO: 

Presumably, whether and if the frontier opens again it will be 
considered? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Yes, Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 160 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Would Government consider introducing limits on parking times? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

It is not thought the introduction of such measures would improve 
matters. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 160 OF 1981  

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, how can the Minister say that the introduction of such 
measures would not improve matters? I would think that it would 
iiimprove matters cons•iderabl:y° 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I can assure the Hon Member that limiting parking time would be 
extremely cumbersome. The police would have to keep observation 
of a particular vehicle, just half an hour, but would have to stay 
there for 2)4 hours or mark it with chalk but then people move the 
car two yards further up the road to a new parking and it becomes 
an absolute folly. 

HON A'T LODDO: 

Would it not be a viable proposition to have traffic wardens? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No. I think that with the Police Force at present, in the past 
nine months it is quite common to see policemen around Gibraltar 
which was not the case a year ago. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Do we understand from the questions the Minister has been answering 
on traffic wardens, controlled parking etc that the Government has 
really given up trying to control the traffic chaos that we have in 
Gibraltar? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Traffic is a problem that Government looks at constantly. It .is 
not a question of just having a magic wand and thinking that 
traffic wardens or waiting time would solve the problem. We would 
have a graver problem by just limiting time or introducing traffic 
lights or introducing traffic wardens. 
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HON A T LODDO: 

Would not the Minister agree that if time limits on parking were 
introduced it would ensure at least that cars would have to be 
moved and consequently cars that are decrepit and left derelict 

• would soon have to disappear from our streets because, by being 
an offence and having to pay a fine, the owners would make sure 
that these cars which are useless in any case would be disposed 
of? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, we are talking of two different things. If he is referring 
to derelict cars or cars parked  

MR SPEAKER: 

We are beginning. to argue and debate on question time. We must 
not do that. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

May I assure the Hon Member that at the moment Government sees 
that it is impossible. In the past there was a waiting time in 
certain areas and it was found to be an absolute mockery of the 
law because persons were moving their cars back by two yards or 
reversing and going back into it and it became a new parking and 
that was a total abuse. All you did was inconvenience individuals 
of having to come out of the shop, office or home and move his car 
every thirty minutes or so. 

MR SPEAIER: 

Next question. 

• ‘. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 161 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE  HON A T LODDO  

Will Government prohibit the parking of cars covered with a canvas 
or plastic cover on the public highway? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

Any cars so parked which are in breach of the law are dealt with 
in the same manner as any vehicle which is not covered up. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 161 OF 1981  

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say how many cars that have been 
covered have been reported? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

am afraid I cannot. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7 .81 

NO. OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON G T PESTANO  

Will Government explain why it has been found necessary to pur-
chase 3 more patrol cars, 2 more motor cycles and 1 general pur-
pose van for the Police Department and furthermore state what 
will be. the full complement of vehicleS for this Department after 
these purchases? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

The proposed purchases will not increase the present police 
vehicle fleet. The vehicles to be purchased are straight re-
placements for existing vehicles which are either broken down, 
past economical repair or at the and of their working life. 

avaIEJLEETAEL TO .rjc) 

HON G T RESTANO: 

That answers the first part, can I have the second part of the 
question? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

The police vehicle fleet is and will remain as follows:- 

motor cars 4 
motor. cycles - 7 
Vans 3 
ambulances 2 

land rovers 2 

total 18 vehicles' 
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7.7.81 

NO. 1.6.1.21211 ORAL 

THE HON A T Loma 

Taking into account the lack of support from possible contestants 
for the Miss Gibraltar, would Government consider diverting its 
energies and finance in this respect to the further promoting of 
the Gibraltar Song Festival? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and 
Postal Services) 

I do not agree that there is a lack of support on the part of 
eligible girls to participate in the Miss Gibraltar Contest. 

Admittedly, the number of contestants is not as high as one would 
expect, bearing in mind the many attractive girls in this City of 
ours as well as the very attractive prizes to be won by them. 

In spite of a sustained campaign, however, experience has shown-
that girls tend to come forward at the last possible moment, and 
indeed it is not unusual for an entry to be accepted minutes 
before the deadline set by the organisers. 

The Government has supported the Song Festival in the past and 
in 1980 and 1981 by means of a cash- grant of £3,000 in each case. 

SUPPLEMENTARY' TO QUESTION NO. 163 OF 1981  

HON A T LODDO: 

The Minister does not agree that there is lack of support? 
Perhaps the Minister could listen to Radio Gibraltar and he would 
find out the appeals going out almost every day because precisely 
there is lack of support. Would not the Minister agree that the 
political reason for Miss Gibraltar antering the Miss World is no 
longer necessary when we keep seeing photographs of Miss Gibraltar 
and Miss Spain, best of friends, cutting cakes and generally, 
living it up together? Would not the Minister agree that it is 
far more important now to promote the far more prestigious 
Gibraltar Song Festival and let the Miss Gibraltar venture now 
fade into the background seeing the lack of support? 

HON H J aAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, there is no lack of support. I can assure the Hon 
Member that very shortly before the Miss Gibraltar takes place . 
we will, like in every other year, obtain the necessary girls to 
form a Miss Gibraltar contest. Thee is a sense of shyness, I 
think, of girls coming forward and they all seem to want to come 
in at the last moment. I am sure that when one leads we will 
get others following. I do not agree that the political reason 
for the Miss Gibraltar contest, vis-a-vis the Spanish situation 
holds no water today. I think the publicity that Miss Gibraltar 
gets is. much more, with great respect to the Song Festival, than 
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- 2 - 

the Song Festival. For instance, we had this year's Miss 
Gibraltar in the front page of the Sun. At the moment, I 
think the Song Festival has its merits abut I think the 
publicity that Gibraltar gets on the Miss Gibraltar situation 
is much greater than what we get from the Song Festival. 

HON 'A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, I would not agree with that but I would ask the 
Minister, what does he consider to be the adequate number? 
If my memory  

MR SPEAKER: 

No, I am not having it. I am not going to have under question 
time the viability of the Miss Gibraltar contest, under no 
circumstances. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

May I ask one question? In the event, unlikely as this may seem 
to the Minister, of not having sufficient contestants and there 
is no Miss Gibraltar contest either this year or next year, 
whether at least that money or part of that money which is 
normally devoted by the Government to that contest will be made 
available for the promotion of the Gibraltar Song Festival? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, Mr Speaker, I do not agree. I think that the Hon Member 
will agree that every single year there is a delay in the girls 
coming forward. There is no difference in 1981 to 1980 or 1979. 
'I feel that Government makes a contribution towards the Song 
Festival of £3,000 which I think is quite reasonable. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

I am asking if in the event, unlikely as this may seem to the 
Minister, that there is no Miss Gibraltar contest whether the 
Government would seriously reconsider channelling part of that 
sum of money which normally is given to the Miss Gibraltar 
contest into the Gibraltar Song Festival by increasing what it 
already gives to that Festival? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

When the time comes we will look at it. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 164 OP 1981 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Can Government state why registered letters are not delivered to 
the address on the envelope but have to be collected from the 
Post Office? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and 
Postal Services) 

Registered letters are delivered to the addr6sses shown on the 
envelope and a signature denoting receipt is obtained. However, 
at addresses where there is no one available to sign for the 
receipt of the letter at the time the postman calls, a note to 
the effect that a registered letter may be'Collected from the 
Post Office is left at the address in question. The only exemp-
tions to the general rule concern addresses in blocks of flats 
which are provided with letter boxes in a central position within 
the block and Post Office Boxes. In these cases a note to the 
effect that a registered letter is awaiting collection at the 
Post Office is left in the letter box or Post Office Box concerned. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 164  OF 1981  

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Would the Minister agree that the whole purpose of a registered 
letter and why people pay extra for that is to ensure that the 
addressee does get the letter? Does not he believe that by just 
dropping a little note in this box it could get mislaid and there-
fore that letter is never received notwithstanding that the sender 
has paid extra? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I hope the Hon Member understood what I replied. The letter is 
taken to the actual address. If there is no one there then, of 
course, the person cannot sign for the acceptance of a registered 
letter. A registered letter .is so, so that the sender can ensure 
that the person receives the letter. If there is no one there 
then the letter cannot be received and the postman would have no 
evidence of its acceptance. In those circumstances, and in those 
circumstances alone, when there is no one at home, a note is sent 
to the letter box of this particular person telling him or her 
that there is a letter at the Post Office. Let me assure Hon 
Members there are instances where the letter is taken on two con-
secutive days. It is not just a once and for all. There are 
instances where people know that the good old lady of the house 
may be out and it is invariably taken on a second round except 
in the case of places like Varyl Begg where there are letter 
boxes. Then, of course, the postman does not take them indivi-
dually but the notices are put in the Post Office box. 
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Perhaps the Minister does not know what I was referring to. First 
of all, I was very glad to hear that there was more than one 
occasion because I was going to press on the Minister to see 
whether he could do that, at least to'go a couple of times, but 
that obviously is being done. As I understood it, and perhaps 
the Minister will correct me if I am wrong, in the case of the 

_Tower Blocks and other places where there are letter boxes the 
procedure of taking the letter to the house is not followed. 
Does the Minister agree that in those cases, seeing that the 
sender has obviously paid more and also considering that they 
are sort of a bagful of them but obviously exceptional, the 
postman should literally go and follow the normal procedure of 
knocking at the door and getting the addressee to receive that 
letter and sign for it? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I would tend to agree to an extent but I would not say that they 
are just a batchful of them. There;, is an enormous amount of 
registered mail going round Gibraltar from within Gibraltar it-
self and from overseas. I would have thought that the Member 
would have thought that the modern trend is for notes to be put 
into letter boxes and for the persons to claim. I would not 
like to see, particularly in places likethe Tower Blocks and 
perhaps the Hon Mr Bossano might support me strongly on that 
one, a postman having to go up 14 flights to deliver a letter 
right at the top. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Does the Minister agree therefore that he is treating a registered 
letter in the case of the Tower Blocks and places Where there are 
letter boxes the same as any other ordinary letter and conse-
quently, in fact even worse, he is inconveniencing the addressee 
to have to go to the Post Office and not having it handed over 
to him? Is it not unfair and really taking money under false 
pretences, for an individual to pay extra for a registered 
letter and then find that it is being treated almost the same 
as any other letter, in certain circumstances? Could not the 
Minister consider, because I think it is only fair to the person 
paying extra and also to the addressee, to revise the whole 
position with regard to the Tower Blocks and other places? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

' I do not agree, Mr Speaker. It is not treated the same as any 
other letter. The sender will never check if another letter • 
had got to its destination. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Is it not what the Minister is saying„:in effect, that the person 
who pays for a registered letter, the purpose of which is to en-
sure that it is delivered, has no guarantee of delivery if the 
addressee does not come for it to the Post Office? Therefore, he 
is not getting the service for which he is paying which is to 
ensure delivery at an address. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, he would get no assurance of delivery if there is no 
one at home. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Will the Minister not agree that in other countries if a registered 
letter is not delivered after two or three visits it is sent back 
to the addressor and then the addressor knows it has not been 
delivered? In the present situation you could have a letter 
awaiting collection five or six weeks. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

That is not so. If a letter is not delivered within 14 days it is 
sent back to the sender. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

If it is not delivered how can it be sent back to the sender? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

BeCause the Post Office has it and as no one has. come to collect 
it, it is sent back. 

MR SPEAEER: 

Next question. 
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NO. 3.5_,,p7 1981.  

THE HON A T LODDO 

7.7:81 

ORAL 

  

Is the acting Minister for Postal Services now in a position to 
issue a statement on the question of TV licence stamps? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, I would like, with your permission, to reply to this 
question since the scheme is being piloted by the Treasury and 
not by the Postal Authorities. 

The matter is well in hand. The format of the cards to be used 
has.already been agreed upon and it is hoped to have them printed 
soon. The public will be informed as soon as the cards are 
available. 

Persons who wish to participate in the scheme will be issued with 
g card on which ordinary postage stamps of not less than 5Op in 
Value can be affixed at their convenience. The cards will contain 
general instructions for the guidance of users and may be surrendered 
when renewal of the licence falls due. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 166 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Can Government confirm that the non-allocation of further work on 
housing units at Tank Ramp has brought.  about, redundancy in the 
construction firm already working in that area? 

ANSWER 

THE  HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

The work referred to is Phase II of the Tank Ramp re Development 
Scheme. This project forms part of the new Development Programme 
1981/86. The aid submission was made in February, 1981. However, 
until such time as the UK Government reaction to the submission is 
known and funds are made available, Government cannot put the 
projects out to tender. 

As regards redundancy in the construction firm already working in 
that area, it is probable that in the event of the contractor 
having performed satisfactorily, Government would have considered 
negotiating with the same contractor for the next phase. However, 
for the reasons mentioned above and which were explained to the 
contractor on several occasions, it is regrettable that the schemes 
will not overlap and the opportunity for continuity lost. The re-
dundancy can be attributed to the general reduction in the level of 
construction work. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 166 OF-1981  

HON J BOSSANO: 

Therefore, would not the Minister agree that this is regrettable? 
What we are finding is that because of his hiatus between the 
ending of one scheme and the beginning of the otherl at the end of 
the.day we shall be paying more for our housing because construc-
tors have got to start all over again, when they already have 
their equipment and their name on the site,. Would he not agree 
that this is introducing an additional cost element into a very 
costly exercise already? 

HON M K ±0EATHERSTONE: 

Yes, I would agree with that. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Does not the Minister think that therefore it is not sufficient to 
regret what is happening and.wait for something to happen by itself? 
What we need to do is to alter the system that we have got to the 
extent that part of the development programme is being funded by 
the Gibraltar Government any way; that part should be identified 
and be got on with while we are waiting for the reply to the UK 
aid part of it. 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE: • 

That brings up a measure of complications in deciding which 
scheme, if we were to go ahead, should be the one that was 
actually taken on. It might not be the Tank Ramp Scheme and 
therefore this firm would have suffered the redundancy any 
way. Government has taken the view point that until we know 
the full implications of the answer to our aid submission we 
should not go forward on anything at the moment. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I can accept. this and I assume,' and the Minister can confirm 
whether my assumption is right, that the Government is doing 
this in order not to reduce the possible impact they can make 
on being able to persuade . ODA to put up money but apart from 
that does not the Government realise that in the serious 
situation of the construction industry there may be no con-
struction industry left by the time they get the money? Is 
not the Government aware of the depth of the recession in the 
construction industry? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Government has actually gone ahead with certain schemes irrespec-
tive of the aid programme. One of them is the Catalan Bay 
project which will be going out to tender in September. I think 
that we have looked at the whole situation with reasonable sense 
of urgency. I do not think the construction industry will dis-
appear overnight. After all they are doing, even on this year's 
estimates, some L16m of development work so I cannot see that 
-they are going to vanish overnight. I think those allegations 
might have been more applicable if nothing came up perhaps by 
the end of 1982. I think at this stage it is rather premature 
to say that. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I take it then that the Hon Member is not aware of the figures 
produced by his colleague, the. Minister for Labour and Social 
Security, that shows that out of 196 people out of work, 92 
are construction workers and that those construction workers, 
to the extent that 49 of them are non-EEC nationals, will not 
stay indefinitely in Gibraltar because in fact the law does 
not allow them to stay in Gibraltar once they have exhausted 
their unemployment benefit. Is he aware of that? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I think so. The construction industry has always been afflicted 
with this malice that sometimes there is more work and sometimes 
there is less and I think that one cannot, in all circumstances, 
ensure full employment'in an industry which has never to my know-
ledge had full employment but has been subject to recessions and 
inflations of various types. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

Is the Minister then saying that the situation is not abnormal at 
present? How does he square that with the statements made by him 
and by his predecessor in this House, consistently year after year, 
that it was the inability of the construction industry to build 
more that was holding up the development programme? Is it not 
true that until very recently the whole argument was not that it 
was normal for the construction industry to have a lot of unemployed 
people? Quite the contrary that more work could not be done 
because there were not more people in industry. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:, 

If the Hon Member will look back over the last 10 years there have 
been periods when more people have been required than we had and 
there were periods when there were more people employed than actual 
work for them. It is a little unfortunate that our aid submission 
has not yet had the fullest attention that we would have hoped it 
might have had. Perhaps this situation will improve fairly soon. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Is the Minister then aware that the level of employment in the 
industry today is the lowest since statistics started being 
collected in 1971? Is he aware of that? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

If you inform me I am not aware of it. 

•MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 
NO. 167 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO .  

Would Government consider making grants available to tenants for 
the installation of refuse disposal units in existing housing 
estates? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Presumably the Hon Member is referring to domestic waste disposers 
intended only for disposing of food wastes. 

No, Sir, Government is not considering making grants available to 
tenants for the installation of waste disposers in existing housing 
estates. These disposers must be fitted to sinks of larger outlet 
diameters than those normally in use. The wastes would increase 
the solid load on existing sewage stacks and indeed on the sewage 
system. Maintenance and repairs costs would be recurrent and high. 
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NO. 168 OF 1981  

THE HON A T LODDO 

7.7.81 

ORAL 

  

-Would Government consider installing refuse disposal units in new 
. housing projects? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Government is not considering the installation of such disposers 
in new housing projects. Although an in-depth study has not been 
carried out, it is known that these machines require sinks of 
larger outlet diameters than those normally in use, they are 
noisy in operation, require a liberal flow of water, electric 
power and also increase the load on the sewage. system. 

When other than food wastes are inserted, serious jams can occur 
by foreign objects being trapped in the grinders. This would 
then involve dismantling the machine with resultant.high repairs 
costs and disruption. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 129ig_,..1981 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Can Government say why Tank Ramp was not opened to vehicular 
traffic in June ultimo as stated in reply to question No. 84 
of 1981? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Owing to the'requirement to maintain .contractor access to the 
Tank Ramp site while.Water and Electrical Department service 
renewal trenchwork proceeded, work has taken longer than 
anticipated. 

Service trenchwork is now complete. 

Pavement work is now well under way and it is anticipated that 
the road will be opened to vehicular traffic by the autumn. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 169 OF 1981  

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, by the autumn of which year? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

a986. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 170 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO 

Can Government say whether they intend doing anything about the 
dilapidated condition of the Clock Faces at Moorish Castle? 

ANSWER 

THE  HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

A survey was carried out in May and work was programmed for 
completion in late July, 1981. Indeed work started some days 
ago, and before this question arrived for answer. 
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7.7.81 

N0. t71 OP 1981 ORAL 

THE HON A T LOD130 

Can the Minister say how many private cars are allowed to drive 
. through and park inside the Alameda Gardens? 

ANSWER 

TH1 HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Two private cars, the property of the Park Supervisor and his son-
in-law, both of whom live at the cottage, have permission to drive 
through the gardens, also any other supervisory staff, including 
the Cleansing Superintendent, who visit the depot there on official 
business. 

Other vehicles which may require entry, as.in the case of delivery 
of furniture, musical instruments etc to the Open Air Theatre, have 
to obtain prior permission. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 171 OF 1981  

HON A T LODDO: 

I can assure the Minister that there are more than two private cars 
parked in the Alameda Gardens outside the cottage. I would like to 
ask the Minister why is an exception made for these cars to park 
inside the Alameda Gardens when there is ample parking space in 
Alameda Grand Parade? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, instructions have been given to the Park Supervisor and his 
son-in-law that they are the only two people who may park inside 
the Alameda Gardens. If the Hon Member would give me the number 
of any other car he sees there I will see that they are prohibited 
in the future. 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, could I then have the two registration numbers of the 
two cars that are allowed bedause otherwise I'do not know which? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, I will send it to you. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 172? 1981 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Will Government explain why no lifeguards were employed between 
the official opening of the bathing season and the 16th June? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE. MINISTER FOR PUBLIC woRKa 

In recent years Government has provided life saving services at 
the beaches from the date when. school children start their half 
days. As the school half days this year commenced on Tuesday 
16th June, the life saving services were commenced on the previous 
Saturday, that is, 13th June, 1981. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 172 OF 1981  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Does the Minister then feel that no life saving services are 
required at the beaches between the beginning of the bathing 
season and the time that schools go on half days? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

This is a question of striking a balance between the absolute need 
and the absolute costs. Government has felt that until the school 
children start going on half days there is not all the emergency 
to have lifeguards there on a permanent basis. There are, of 
course, beach attendants who are in many.instances willing to help 
in case of necessity. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

One.thing is cost and the other thing is necessity. Surely, for 
the prevention - and we are talking about people who may be in 
danger of losing their lives in the sea - the cost aspect should 
not be a stumbling block for the Government to introduce this 
service. 

HON M K FEATIERSTONE: 

I do not agree with the Hon Member. If we are going to have life-
guards at any time when people go bathing then, of course, we must 
have lifeguards on a sunny day in December when people want to go 
bathing. Therefore, we should have lifeguards on a 365 day basis. 

HON G T RESTANO: • 

No, Mr Speaker, we are talking about official bathing season. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Perhaps we should shorten the official bathing season as far as the 
beaches are concerned to the period when the schools start their 
half days to the period when they finish their half days. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

What sort of costs are we talking about? How much would it cost 
in fact to employ these people before the half days? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

cannot remember the exact figures now but 1 think that when we 
did reduce the service we saved between £10,000 and £20,000. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 173 OF  1,81 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Will Government give details of the.  time spent and the costs 
• incurred in building a pavement along Rosia Road? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

I would refer the Hon Member to my replies to similar questions 
in 1979 (206 Of 1979) and 1980 (300 of 1980) when small sections 
of the pavement in Rosia Road were built. 

As previously stated these works are of low priority and labour 
is drafted to the site as and when available and fluctuates daily. 

Works started on 1st June this year and the costs to 30th June are: 

Labour g1,549.40 

Efficiency 
Agreement 110.00 

Materials 527.00 

Total £29186.40 
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7.7.81 

NO. - 174 OF 181 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Has Government further considered the aUVisability of submerged 
breakwaters on certain sections of the Eastern seaboard to stem 
the loss of sand from beaches on that side? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Sir, Government has not recently considered the construction of 
submerged breakwaters since these not only would be expensive to 
construct and maintain, but are of doubtful value in retaining 
sand. 

The eastern foreshore has always been subject to shifting sands 
.caused by winds and currents and hydraulic studies would have to 
be carried out over a period of years to ensure the correct design 
was adopted. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 174 OF 1981 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Is it not a fact that Government has been in possession of certain 
advices that were given to it, I think, dating back possibly to 
March, 1969? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

-Yes, Sir, there was some study done. There was a small groin built 
which broke up after a number of years and has given part of the 
idea to the thinking that to do the whole thing would be extremely 
costly, extremely difficult to do and perhaps not fully effective. 
To be absolutely sure of it much further study would be needed. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

Does Government have any intention of commissioning this further 
study? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Not at the moment but it is. something 'we can always consider. 

MR SPEAKER: 

'Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 175 OF l981*:, ORAL 

THE HON  W T SCOTT  

Is Government now in a position to inform this House as to when 
the erection of all the new roofs at the Varyl Begg Estate will 
be completed? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

The contract completion date is scheduled for May, 1982. 
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7.7;81 

NO. 176 OF 1981 ORAL 

TEL HON W T SCOTT  

Will Government give the figures and costs for water production 
from available sources for the months of February, March, April 
and May, 1981, and state what the stocks were at 31st May, 1981? 

ANSWER 

TiE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

- The figures of water production from available sources for the .  
. months of February, March, April and May are as follows: 

1 
SOURCES 

FEBRUARY 1981 

M3 
MARCH 1981 

M3  
APRIL 1981 

M3  

MAY 1981 

M3  

Rainfall 309 3741 9926 2768 

Wells 9182 8918 9290 8632 

NF Distiller 15967 16624 19069 19006 

VTE Distiller 5934 ANNUAL OVERHAUL 

Importation 28987 30385 1 26596 29218 

The stocks of potable water on 31st May 1981 stood at 61834M (13.6Mg) 

The estimated costs for each source for the financial year 1981/82 are: 

Rainfall £1.12 per M3  

• Wells £1.52 per M3  

NF Distiller 24.48 per M3  

VTE Distiller 24.43 per M3  

Importation 22.90 per M3 

If the average 16%-20% losses in water are taken into account, these 
figures have to be increased by this percentage to give an absolute 

'cost. 
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7.7.81 

ORAL 

THE HON  W T SCOTT  

Is Government now in a position to inform this House as to when 
Gibraltar may expect the Air Terminal Extension to be in operation? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Site possession and commencement on site: 

is scheduled for the 14 July, 1981. 

1st Phase completion which is the arrival hall, customs hall etc: 

is' scheduled for April, 1982. 

2nd Phase completion which is the departure lounge etc: 

is scheduled for November, 1982. 
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7.7.81 

112±.__ILLS12911 ORAL 

THE HON A J HAYNES  

Will Government give the number of housing units due for completion 
within the next twelve months? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

Flat Bastion Road - 15 units (2 bedsits, 6/1RKB, 6/2RKB, 1/3RKB) 

Tank Ramp - 10 units .(1 bedsit, 3/2RKB, 6/4RKB) 

Lime Kiln Steps - 15 units (5 bedsits, 4/2RKB, 6/3RKB) 

St Jago's - 26 units (14 bedsits, 12 maisonettes) 

St Joseph's - 50 units (26 maisonettes, 24 bedsits) 
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7.7.81 

NO. .179 OF 1981 ORAL 

TIE HON A J HAYNES 

Is Government satisfied that the foundry constructed in the Public 
Works. Department garage at Varyl Begg does not constitute a safety 
hazard to th4 resident population? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

The foundry at the" Public Works Department Garage Workshop is not 
considered to be a hazard to the resident population of the Varyl 
Begg Estate. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO. 179 OF 1981  

HON A J HAYNES: 

Is the Minister aware that it does emit smoke and unpleasant 
pollution? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The equipment.installed in this garage foundry is the same as that 
which has been in use for years at Queensway site. Prior to the 
re-siting of the Public Works garage workshop, the foundry was in 
operation next to the Services School at New Camp and we never had 
complaints from the neighbourhood. At the moment the present 
'foundry has only been used once and only on a trial run to melt 
some distiller fluted tubes. The tubes contain some calcium 
sulphate scale which gave an alarMing amount of smoke resulting 
in the neighbourhood estate becoming alarmed. This instant could 
be reason why this question was tabled. The metal furnace is 
diesel fired and chimney stags have not been finished yet due to 
the pressure of the workload at the blacksmith shop. Once the 
chimney is installed the metal furnace should 'work without 
causing a hindrance to the public. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

The Minister is aware then of the instance when certain flats 
were smoke clogged and so forth but has the Minister asked the 
Public Health to investigate the substance of the smoke to 
ensure that this is not a safety hazard? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

As I have already said the Public Health has been, more than once, 
consulted and the thinking ce that the foundry does not constitute 
a safety hazard. At the same time when the full chimney is in 
operation it will even be less of a hazard than it is at the 
moment. 

p 
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HON A J HAYNES: 

Will there be no smoke then? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

There may be a little smoke obviously at certain times if you 
have something which you are smelting which inherently produces 
a lot of smoke then. there may be a case when there is a little 
Smoke, yes. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

• a 
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NO. 180 OF 1981  

THE HON A J HAYNES 

7.7.81 

ORAL 

  

Will Government erect bollards on the pavement in the area from 
the Church to the new school at the Varyl Begg Estate to ensure 
a free passage for pedestrians? • 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

No, Sir, it is not considered that erection of such bollards 
will serve a sufficiently useful purpose. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO agEST ION NO . 180 OF 1981  

HON A J HAYNES: 

I was informed that the Minister had in fact agreed at one time 
to erect such bollards. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I have had consultations with the Varyl Begg Estate Committee who 
feel that, since there is hardly sufficient parking in the Varyl 
Begg area, to put bollards along that area would stop the use of 
the area as parking at night might create more congestion and 
eventually result in being more trouble than they would be worth. 

HON A J HAYNES : 

More trouble? Is the Minister aware of the dangers to pedestrians 
in that particular area where you have children, prams, the 
typical concentration of that part of one society which would 
naturally walk along that area? Children who would be obliged to 
walk on the road because there is no room on the pavement are en- 

" _,dangered. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I do not see that there is any greater danger in that area than 
in any other area in Gibraltar. I think the whole thing would be 
that the cars should not be parked on the pavement during normal 
daylight hours but at night I think to prohibit the parking in 
that area would make more congestion and possibly would only 
exacerbate the situation that already exists. 

HON A J HAYNES: 

Will the Minister consider then putting a chain construction 
which can be removed at night? Something so that people at Varyl 
Begg who are worried and are concerned at mums having to walk 
along a road with a pram, children having to walk in the middle 
of the road. It is dangerous. I am aware that it is inconvenient 
for cars but I am also aware that it is far more important to save 
lives 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I am quite willing.to discuss the matter with the Varyl Begg Estate 
Committee who I think have the overriding interest in that area. 106



7.7.81 

NO. 181 CAF 1281 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO 

Will Government give details of the proposed dredging of the 
. commercial Port Berths? 

ANSWER  

TBE HON  THE MINISTER FOR .ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

The commercial Port was last dredged in March, 1971. - Although 
the anchorage in the Bay is suitable for the largest vessels, 
the alongside berths have a draft restriction. 

The deepest draft vessel permitted, on the Western side of the 
Western Arm is 31' 6", and on the inside berths, it is 30 feet, 
with drafts of 30' on No 1 Jetty and 28' on No 2 Jetty. 

Due to these limitations, it is essential to ensure that further 
restrictions are not imposed due to siltation. 

The Berths to be dredged are as follows: 

We Arm 

No 1 Jetty 

No 2 Jetty 

No 4 Jetty 

Detached Mole 

East and West side 

Berths 4 and 5 
Berth6 6 and 7 
Berths 10 and 11 

Berths 53 and 54 

On the outside of the Western Arm dredging will take place up to 
120' from Quay and on the inside up to a distance of 80' from 
Quay, 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I am sure we all welcome an improvement to-the Port facilities. 
Can we know the.  estimated cost of this operation? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I think there is provision for it in the Estimates. It is of the 
order of 820,000, 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Just one further question, Mr Speaker. On the question of dredging, 
I think the Minister said that the last dredging was done in 1971. 
Was not dredging also done in 1974 in the commercial harbour? 

HON A J GANEPA: 

I do not think so, Mr Speaker. I must naturally,go on the informa-
tion that is provided for me by the Captain of the Port but I do 
not think that there was any dredging undertaken in the commercial 
harbour, certainly not at the instance of the Captain of the Port. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

I believe that in fact it was carried out by a ship called the 
Fograut, in 1974. I think Gibraltar heard dredging during part 
of the night. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I remember hearing dredging but I do not think the Port Depart-
ment.wa6 responsible for that but I can check to see whether my 
inforMation is wrong. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Just a clarification point. Did l understand the Minister to say 
that the intention of this dredging was just to remove any sedi-
ment that may have accumulated or is it the idea to go any deeper? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

No. To prevent siltation within the sediment that does accumulate 
over a period of time. To remove it. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is the material removed then usable for part of . the 
Government's reclamation or not? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I would require notice of that, Mr Speaker, I really do not know. 

- HON G T RESTANO: 

I know that the operation has been put out to'tender. Has any 
decision been taken as to who is going to carry out the operation? 

HON A J CANEPA:- 

I am not aware that a decision has yet been taken. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, the tenders were invited with a closing date of 17th 
June. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, one is asked the question of details of the proposed 
dredging and one imagines that we are talking about the technical 
aspects of dredging and one therefore brings an answer accordingly 
and cannot possibly and physically answer every possible supplemen-
tary.. If Hon Members opposite genuinely want information, informa-
tiOn can be provided. If they want to score debating points in the 
House by bringing matters up that the Minister cannot answer that 
is their privilege but they will not get -the information. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I must answer that beCause that is the most unrealistic 
type of answer. It is clear, I asked _'.would the Government give 
details of the proposed dredging' and I would have thought it would 
have been a logical supplementary question to ask. After all the 
information which was obtained from the tender notice which 
appeared in the Gazette_on the 21st_May was that the closing date 
for the tender was half way through June and I am asking, has the 
tender been awarded? Surely, we should know if it has been awarded. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

You should have asked whether-  the tender had been awarded and 
whether the Minister would give details of what is proposed. I 
realise that the Hon Member opposite has a fetish about tenders 
but I do not. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Does the Minister then have no idea when the proposed dredging will 
commence? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

It is certainly proposed to commence within this financial year 
otherwise we would not have voted at the last budget the sum of 
£20,000 for that purpose. 

MR SPEAKER: 

-Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 182 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Why has legislation to prevent young children from handling speed-
boats unless they are accompanied by adults still not been brought 
before this House' 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

The Seaside Pleasure Boats Rules 1981 were enacted on the 25th 
June, 1981, and published on the same day in'the Gazette. They 
will become effective on the 15th July, 1981. They provide, inter 
alia, for the testing of persons under the age of 18 before being 
allowed to haltaespeedboats and the opportunity has also been taken 
to review the previous rules generally. • • 

The Hon.Member will also be aware that a Bill to amend the Public 
Health Ordinance is set down for consideration of all its stages 
during this meeting. This Bill is intended to make better provi-
sion in the principal Ordinance for the control of pleasure boats, 
It expressly defines certain terms and also expressly confers 
power to require testing of persons handling speedboats. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 182 OF 1981 

HON G T RESTANO: 

'I do not want to ask any further supplementary but I think I should 
say that when this question was drafted I was not aware that Rules 
had come into force on 25th June and in fact there was a weekend in 
between and we had to present our questions on Monday the 31st. 
That was the reason I asked this question. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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NO. 183 OF 1981

7.7.81 

ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Can Government confirm whether MOD is asking £200,000 for the re-
provisioning of the shed at No 4 jetty but it is willing to 
transfer the jetty without cost if the shed is demolished? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

Jetty No L. was released to the Gibraltar Government on 1. April, 
1981, on an extension to the existing Commercial Port Agreement. 
The transfer excluded temporarily the shed on the Jetty pending 
future discussions on land matters which will determine whether 
the shed will have to be paid for. The value of the shed had 
been assessed by the. MOD at £200,000. 

,SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 183 OF 1981 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Is it a fact, the second part.of the question, that the MOD have 
indicated that if the shed were demolished they would not require 
£200,000 for it? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

It cannot be. In April I wrote to the Deputy Governor asking him 
to formally approach the Ministry .of Defence with a proposal 
either that they should demolish these sheds or they should allow 
*the Government to demolish the sheds and moreso as the firm, that 
are using No L. jetty for their aggregate and sand operation, are 
quite willing to demolish it themselves at no cost to the Govern-
ment. This point was made by me in April and, there has been no 
response. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Let me try and get a clear picture, Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member 
will bear with me. Is it true then that the MOD are saying that 
they want £200,000 for the shed, and the shed is worth that much, 
and they will not let it go at all? Is it a fact that if the 
Government does not buy the shed from them for £200,000, in fact, 
they have no choice but to demolishing it because they have al-
ready agreed to release the land on which the shed exists? The 
land has already been released. Presumably the Government is 
not willing to buy and the MOD has got no choice but to demolish 
it and get nothing for it. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The Government is not willing to buy the shed because it does not 
consider that it has any continuing use value. The position is 
that when we take over MOD land, if the buildings on it have a 
continuing value to the Gibraltar Government, then we must pay 

.for that. The shed, as far as we are concerned, has no continuing 
value to us because we want to demolish it. Therefore, we are not 
going to pay for something that they want to see demolished. 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

I am not suggesting that the Hon Member should pay for it, quite 
the opposite. What I am trying to establish is, in fact, whether 
the position of the MOD is that if the shed is demolished then 
that is fine, you have not got to pay for it but if you were to 
have some use for it then we want £200,000 for it. It seems to 
me that whether the Government decides to demolish the shed or 
not to demolish the shed, it is a matter for Government's deci-
sion looking at What is the best use that can be made of the 
site that has been made available and it is irrelevant to the 
MOD whether the Government uses it or demolishes it and there-
fore it should not be a consideration in the Government being 
charged. I would like to get a clear picture of what the MOD 
is saying. 

HON A J C.ANEPA: 

Let me say, and I will give way to the Attorney-General in a 
moment because he is more closely involved with the negotiations 
than I am, I wish that that were their position. Logically it 
ought to be but I will not say anything more and I will allow 
the Attorney-General to intervene at this point. 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

Mr Speaker, there is a distinction in the arrangements between 
the Government and the Ministry of Defence. There is a distinc-
tion between natural land and reclaimed land. In the case'of 
the reclaimed land there is no arrangement or understanding that 
if the building does not have continuing use it may be trans-
.ferred.free of charge and that is a matter on which the Ministry 
of Defence and the Government are negotiating at the moment. 
The correct position is that the matter is unresolved. My under-
standing isl  and I feel sure I am right, and I can check and 
confirm privately that I am right, that at the moment the posi-
tion of the Ministry of Defence is that if the building is to be 
handed over it must be paid for. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 184 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Can Government confirm that it has_been told by MOD that William's 
Way Tunnel is required for defence purposes and cannot be used in 
connection with land reclamation on the East side of the Rock? 

ANSWER 

TI HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE  

I can confirm that the possibility of excavating rock from 
William's Way Tunnel was discussed by the Development and Planning 
Commission early in the year and after enquiry by Ministry of 
Defence representatives the Commission was informed that such 
operations could not be permitted having regard to the use made 
of the tunnel by the Services. 

UESTION NO. 18 Off' 1981 

HON J BOSSANO: • 

Can I ask the Government, once they had been informed of this what 
further they did to investigate on what grounds the Ministry of 
Defence was stating this and to persuade the Ministry of Defence 
that, if it was more important to Gibraltar's economic future that 
William's Way Tunnel should be made available than it was to MOD's 
future, which is so uncertain anyway; it should be taken into 
consideration. 

HON A J CATTEPA: 

The situation has changed of late but at .the time we were informed, 
and I think this is the position at Williani's.Way Tunnel at the 
moment, that it contained storage tanks of highly inflammable. 
liquid and sensitive signals equipment. Whereas I say as a result 
of the Defence Review and having regard to the economic benefit 
that there could be for Gibraltar of reclamation on the eastern 
side of the Rock that the matter should not .be looked at again 
particularly if MOD space were to become available elsewhere for 
these materials to be stored there then I think that there is 
certainly some logic in pressing for this again if that is the 
only way that the reclamation proposed on the east side of the 
Rock can take place. 

HON J. BOSSANO: 

Would the Government not agree then that it is desirable that when 
a private firm expresses an interest in this they should be given 
an indication of encouragement from the Government in pursuing 
such a possibility which goes beyond simply being sent a short 
letter telling them William's Way Tunnel is not available because 
the MOD do not like it, fulistop? Would the Minister not agree 
that if there are objections, then one could see whether it is 
possible to overcome those objections and preferably to be able 
to produce the result we want for Gibraltar without disturbing 
the MOD too Much and make an attempt to overcome the obstacle 
rather than simply accept defeat, as it were? 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

Yes, I would agree, Mr Speaker. What happens sometimes is that 
if the application of the enquiry has been made through an 
official channel, the reply goes through an official channel 
and is couched in more civil service 'jargon. Where an enquiry 
is made to me either in_my capacity as Minister for Economic 
Development or as Chairman of the Development and Planning 
Commission and people come along to see me to discuss any 
development proposals that they have, then I think that approach 
is somewhat different and I have had experience of that. I know 
the case that the Hon Member has in mind but another interest 
has been expressed and I think the House will recall that I have 
stated here in the not very distant past that there had been a 
number of enquiries and interest was being shown in reclamation 
on the east side of the Rock. Where an approach is made at 
ministerial level one is rather in• a better position, I think, 
to show an encouraging approach than what has happened in this 
case where an enquiry went through official. channels to the 
Development and Planning Commission; through the MOD represen-
tative on the Commission we got the answer and the answer was 
communicated back through the same channel. I think that this 
is a matter that we want to pursue further, the whole question 
of economic development on the east side of the Rock and it 
will be tackled at my level rather than at official level. I 
do not mind putting myself at the disposal of any people wishing 
to make an approach t.) me on the matter. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Should a private firm apply to excavate from William's Way for 
reclamion on the east side, am I not right in thinking that 
any reclamation or any work on the eastern side of the Rock 
would be subject, surely, to Government policy, tendering 
procedures and so forth? Am I right? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Let me choose my words carefully. I think an enquiry was made, 
I would not call it a building application. Enquiries were made 
and the matter was brought to the Development and Planning 
Commission. Not everything that comes to the Development and 
Planning Commission is a building application. Enquiries are 
made and they are considered on planning grounds and on broad 
development_grounds Wand it was indicated in this enquiry that 
they were looking tothefill coming from William's Way and 
naturally enquiries had to be made from the MOD but there was 
no question of a building application. If the Government is 
going to consider a development programme, the Government, I 
think the Hon Member is aware, does not always go out to tender. 
Sometimes there are direct negotiations with the developer like, 
for instance, Bayside Marina.. That did not go out to tender. 
The proposed hotel at Parson's Lodge is also in that category 
beCause many years ago when the Government went out to tender 
there were no takers. If a developer comes along at a given 
point in time and is the only developer showing an interest in 
a particular development project, the Government may well enter 
into negotiations for a direct allocation to be pade in the 
public interest. Where there is more than one interested as is 
becoming apparent with the east side of the Rock where we have 
got more than one enquiry then, obviously, the Government will 
have to seriously consider whether any project should not be 
put out to tender. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Would not the Government agree that in-  terms of alternative 
economic strategy for Gibraltar in certain circumstances, a big 
project on the east side of the Rock might help in providing 
the answers for alternative economic ,strategy and, therefore, 
one must go very carefully before dishing out any concessions 
on any part of the eastern side because it would seem to me, 
would the Minister not agree, that if we are talking of alter-
native economic strategy we would be talking of a very major 
reclamation scheme on the east side of the Rock? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Yes, I concur with the Hon Member. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

I 
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7.7.81 

• NO. 185 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Can Government state whetherit .proposes to make compulsory pur-
. chase of the privately owned site at Town Range adjacent to the 
St Jago's housing project now under construction? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

The Government is not in a position at this stage to consider 
whether to exercise its powers of compulsory-acquisition (in 
the absence of an agreement with the freeholders) in respect 
of the privately owned site at Town Range. Such a decision 
cannot be taken in isolation but must be related to the 
Government's Development objectives for housing. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 185 OF 1981 

HON J BOSSANO: 

The Hon Member, I imagine, sees the logic of carrying out its 
development for housing when it is already working on a site 
which is adjacent to an under-used site that has been a 
scandalous situation in Gibraltar for 20 or 30 years. Do they 
see the logic of that? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

A scandalous situation whichwas not of Government's making. Let 
it be said. It is a question of expense really. What are the 
freeholders looking for? What sort of money do they want for 
that site? I think where the Government is in a position that 
it has sufficient sites to build on, this site does not become 
that important. I agree with him that it would be desirable to 
consider building on it as an extension of the development going 
on there at the moment. But we'do have, as I say, other sites 
available between 1981 and 1986. We could well reach a stage 
where sites that become available in the future might be very 
costly to develop and then the cost of acquiring this site, when 
set off against the additional cost of building elsewhere, might 
well make it an economically viable proposition. I do not think 
we are at that stage at the moment.. The matter has been discussed 
from time to time and other than a compulsory acquisition we do 
not seem to be able to come to terms with the owners of the site. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 
NO. 186 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON J.  BOSSANO  

Will Government consider carrying out demolition of the Engineer 
House site so as to make it available as a temporary parking area 
pending development of the site? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

Government has already considered carrying out demolition of the 
Engineer House site for use as a temporary car park. However, 
the cost of this exercise would be very substantial, and bearing 
in mind that a housing scheme for the Engineer House site forms 
part of the aid submission, there is little .point in reconsidering 
this proposal until such time as the outcome of the aid submission 
is known. 

It is intended meanwhile that work should proceed shortly on trial 
holes related to the proposed housing scheme. 
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7.7.81 

NO.  187OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Can Government state when work is due to start on the project on 
the site of the Old Slaughter House? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

The site of the Old Slaughter House is now being considered for 
another purpose. This decision followed the failure of the 
successful tenderer to meet the conditions of the acceptance of 
tender within the stipulated period. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION.NO. 18 OF 1981 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is the Minister saying that it is being considered 
for another purpose within the people who answered the original 
tender or is he saying that it is going out to tender again? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

No, it is not going out to tender at present. The Government 
itself has a use that it would like to see that site being put 
to. In one case for the Government's own benefit in the sense 
that there is a motor vehicle testing shed that we would like 
to see built there and there is another matter which is also the 
subject of negotiations at the moment. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 188 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO 

Can Government state when work is due to start on the Buena Vista 
Cottage site? 

ANSWER 

THE BON TEE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE  

The tender for the development of the Buena Vista Cottage site was 
awarded to a Company on the basis of the most meritorious scheme. 
Acceptance was, however, conditional on the production of evidence 
of the tenderer's availability of resources to execute the proposed 
development. This it has failed to do within the time limits that 
were extended to permit it to allow negotiations with a financial 
institution and the award of tender has consequently had to be 
withdrawn. 

A fresh tender notice has already been published and steps will be 
taken to enforce stricter adherences to those safeguards in the 
tender conditions which are intended to ensure the economic via-
bility of the scheme and the tenderer's financial standing before 
a selection is made by the Tender Board. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO. 188 OF 1 81 

HON J BOSSANO: 

It is welcome that the Government should. do something to take this 
up because at least in two questions the Hon Member has mentioned 
thatthe successful tenderer has subsequently been unable to com-
plete. Would not the Minister agree that in circumstances as these 
other tenderers must feel aggrieved if somebody else perhaps dresses 
up a scheme to make it seem more attractive to the Government where-
as a competitor who puts in a more realistic proposal and then finds 
that it goes to the person that has produced something that looked 
on paper sufficiently nice to have the edge and win the tender then 
the unsuccessful tenderer find himself defeated, as it were, the 
first time? Then possibly having to. go through everything again 
with the expense of re-submitting tenders and so on, would,notthe 
Member agree that the original tenderers must feel that, if the . 
successful tenderer was unsuccessful because he was unable to 
complete, they should have the choice of being considered first? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The Government has to be careful that it does not waste its own 
time because we have lost over six months with respect to the 
development of this site and because of that from now on, before 
we seriously consider any tenders, we shall be requiring evidence 
of the financial standing of the tenderer. We felt on balance 
that six or seven months was rather too long to have approached 
the previous tenderers. Another consideration that we had in 
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mind was the motion that was passed here in the House in 
December which would mean a higher dendity development and 
because of that we are going out to tender again. Let me 
tell the Hon Member that we are, ooking at the minimum of 
12 units for that site which is rather more than was the 
case before December. For all those reasons we thought, 
on balance, to go for fresh tenders. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Ne_xt question. 
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7.7.81 
NO. 189 OP 1981 ORAL 

THE HON J  BOSSANO 

Can Government state when work is due to start on the Woodford 
Cottage scheme? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS  

May I first of all dispel any misunderstanding of the nature of 
a Housing Association Scheme. In essence, this is a common form 
of self financed, collective _tenant participation which lays on 
the members responsibility for designing, building and subse-
quently maintaining the homes_which they wish to build. This is 
'necessarily an involved process. Several meetings have already 
been held at which initial issues have been discussed by the 
members. These discussions will lead to the selection and 
appointment by the Association of an architect and other pro-
fessional advisers who will undertake the preparation of the 
necessary drawings (on the basis of the sketches prepared by the 
Public Works Department) and of the accompanying tender. documents.  
Tenders will then be invited by the Association. Within broad 
limits, therefore, the tempo of events will be dictated by the 
Association and its advisers but it Will, of course, be in the 
Association's own interest that work should be started as soon 
as humanly possible, a fact that the members fully appreciate 
for financial if for no other reason. 

The answer to this question, therefore, is that work will commence 
as soon as the various preliminaries described above have been 
completed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.  189 OF 1981 

HON J BOSSANO: 

The situation then is that the Association has now been formed 
and is functioning and is dealing with the Government collec-
tively and will be dealing with contractors collectively. Is 
that the situation, Mr Speaker? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

That is right, Sir. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

L) the Government, I assume,,accepts quite apart from the interests 
that the Association itself is bound to have to get the project 
going, that it has also got to look at two other aspects which are 
very important. One is the fact that the use of the land is 
important and secondly, the flow of work in the construction 
industry is important. We cannot afford, the Government I assume 
accepts, to have land lying idle while there are people willing to 
develop it and construction workers out of work looking for projects 
to be working on. 
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1 HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 
• 

From what I know of the Association I hink they are well 
advanced and I think they will soon be looking for an 
architect tb get the actual thing well under way. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 190 OF 1981 ORAL 

TiE HON J  BOSSANO  

Has Government now given cOnSideratiOntp the proposal that all 
private sector landlords should be required to register with 
Government their property and the rent charged to tenants? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

Government's proposals in this respect are set out in the Bill 
which has been published for an Ordinance to amend the Landlord 
and Tenant (Miscellaneous Provisions) Ordinance. These provide 
for the registration, within a period of three months, of 
business premises subject to Part III of the Ordinance in a 
register to be kept by the Surveyor and Planning Secretary. 
It is also intended that this register shall be open to 
inspection by the public, during normal working hours on pay-
ment of a prescribed fee. 

_SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 190 OF 1981  

HON J BOSSANO: 

That is in fact in respect of business premises, Mr Speaker. 
That is what the Hon Member said or did I misunderstand him? 

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 

It is correct. The provisions for a register is in respect of 
business premises. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

I am, in fact, asking the Government and I asked the Government 
at .an earlier meeting of the House to consider in terms of 
responding to the public discontent that has been expressed 
about the lack of control of rents in the private sector, I 
would submit to the Government and I would ask the Government 
to confirm whether they agree that the first step to establish 
the level of rents that are being charged and the proportion 
of private sector tenants who are in this situation, is to 
require people to register that information with the Government 
in order that when the Government has to come in and legislate 
they can legislate, not based on emotional reactions or on 
rumours, but on facts which have been presented to them and 
where people can challenge those facts. I propose this as a 
positive and practical step in that direction and I would ask 
the Government whether they will consider doing it before they 
actually go into any in-depth change in legislation? Let us 
at least have the facts in this House. 
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HON A J CANEPA: 

The position is thal, as the Hon Member knows, the Bill is just 
being given first reading at this meeting of the House. I 
would suggest that the Hon Member should examine it very care-
fully. It is a complex piece of legislation and obviously over 
the summer recess before the next meeting there will be plenty 
of opportunity, for all parti9s concerned to examine these 
proposals and to make representations on the matter. In fact, 
depending, I would imagine, on the nature of the representations 
received, the Government may not even proceed to take the Bill 
through all stages at the next meeting. It could be open to us 
just to give it Second Reading and to debate the general 
principles of the Bill and leave Committee Stage and Third 
Reading, where specific amendments can be looked at, for an 
even later meeting before the end of the year. That is the 
strategy I think that I would suggest should be adopted on the 
point made by the Hon Member. 

HON JBOSSANO: 
. _ 

If the Hon Member will bear. with. me. In suggesting what the 
Governmentwas.being asked to do was not really to change the 
law. I do not know myself "but I think Members of the House 
are in a position to hear quite horrific stories about what 
is happening in the private sector and. on the other hand one 
gets, for example, the family expenditure survey that shows a 
five per cent of household income isspent on rent. There 
seems to be a .discrepancy and, therefore, what I am putting to 
the Government and I would ask the GoVernment whether they will 
consider this, is that quite apart from the policy decision that 
they may take on what needs to be done on housing, would they 
not agree that an initial and desirable step, if it is•possible 
within existing legislation, perhaps by regulation, is to 
require that everybody should have a rent book. That the 
rents should be registered with the Government and that, there-
fore, the Government should have the statistical information 
based on facts of knowing, within the total of the seven house-
holds that there are in Gibraltar, what precisely the breakdown 
in terms of rent-people are paying in pre-war, post-war, rent 

-controlled, non-rent controlled', so we have got facts. That is 
what I am suggesting and I would ask the Government for an 
indication of their views, 

MR SPEAKER: 

I think what the Government has•replied is that to be able to do 
what you have asked they need legislation and the legislation is 
coming before the House as a Bill. Perhaps I'am speaking out of • 
\terms. 

ION CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, that is so. The Bill itself is a complicated piece of legis-
lation on which we would want public reaction on many aspects of 
the matter. It does intend to change the law and this could be 
one of the matters that could be taken into account. To look at 
it in isolation now of the Bill, which has taken a long time to 
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be produced, would be anticipating the patter. We are open to 
any suggestion when the- time comes.. That is why it is only going 
to be read a first time, it affects proPerties, it affects tenants 
and we have got to make sure that everybody will have a say and 
then the Government will exercise its own responsibilities in re-
acting to those matters. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

With due respect to the Hon and Learned Chief Minister, I think 
he is missing the point because in fact I am not asking the 
Government to commit itself to any specific policy for or against 
liberalising or controlling: rents. All I am asking it to do is 
to introduce machines so that we _have got facts instead of having 
to base ourselves in hearsay and therefore I would say to the 
Government that it is a more sensible and prudent line to follow 
to have possession of the facts before they legislate rather than 
to legislate and get the facts afterwards. • 

HON CHIJA,B MINISTER: 

We do not propose to legislate until we have had reactions which 
could include the ones that the Hon Member is raising because it 
goes to the root of the whole question of private property too. 

MR SPFAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NOLLULEL1981 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA..  

In view of recent developments will Government make urgent represen-
tations to the Ministry of Defence for the release of the premises 
at United Services Officers Club to the Gibraltar Government for 
public use and enjoyment? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE  

I do not know to what recent_ developments the question refers. I 
can, however, confirm that no request has yet been made for the 
release of the Queensway premises. There has to be a clear 
appreciation of the financial and other factors .involved. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO gi=pp19.]:ozlza. 
HON P J ISOLA: 

Mr Speaker, does not the Government consider it clearly desirable 
that that complex which is a sport complex should be retained for 
the use of the public and that the premises that are there should, 
obviously,.also be retained because it seems to me that there is 
clearly no Ministry of Defence use for that area now? When I said 
recent developments I was referring, obviously to recent defence 
cuts that have been announced. Does not the Minister agree that 
the process of getting clearance of any matter relating to lands 
with the Ministry of Defence is always a lengthy one and in these 
circumstances would it not be advisable to put in a claim and at 
least find out what are the conditions for transfer that are being 
asked for? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, of course it is desirable to retain that complex for 
the use it has been traditionally made of it or perhaps for even 
better use. Under the existing arrangements governing the 
transfer of land, surplus to defence requirements, the Government 
would be required to pay for the valUe of the building on the 
site. That is the existing position. Now whether a new situation 
is going to-emerge or whether the desire which the Government has 
to see certain unsatisfactory aspects of the Lands Memorandum 
negotiated might now be given a fresh impetus, I think, is some-
thingthat we shall see very shortly because we have been talking 
about it. There is no point in going along at the moment to the 
MOD and asking them to hand over those buildings because they are 
going to ask us to pay a collosal sum of money and that may not 
arise in future. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

But that question cannot be answered until the application has been 
made. 
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1ON A J CANEPA: 

No, because there is an obligation on the MOD to come along to the 
Gibraltar Government and say this piece. ofiland is surplus to 
defence requirements, here you are. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Has the Ministry of Defence not come with that proposition? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

No, they have not. 

HON P J ISOLA:.  

Can the Government then ask thelMinistry of Defence what are their 
plans for this site because we cannot have in Gibraltar quite a 
large area of land and buildings vacant? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I think at the juncture at which we are now, not just having regard 
to the question of the defence review, which I think the Hon Member 
has in mind, but in respect of the negotiations of the Lands 
Memorandum which we have been asking for and on which there have 
been negotiations at the highest level„.this is not the time to 
ask for this specific piece of land. It can be settled in a 
different way and we may not have to pay a penny for it. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

I appreciate that but is it not wise for the Government to put in 
a request in respect of all empty MOD sites and await developments, 
the fact that the MOD may ask for Lim does.  not mean that they are 
going to get it? Therefore, the Government would then be knowing 
the position of the different MOD sites, would it not? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The question of all empty buildings is another matter. Yes, that 
stems directly from the approach to the Ministry of Defence that 
all land and all buildings which they do not require should be 
handed over to us without paying a penny. Even if it is not 
reclaimed land. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 192 OF 1981 ORAL 

TEE HON  P J 

Can Government now inform the House of the results of the tenders 
received for a multi-storey car park, the applicant to whom the 
tender has been awarded, if any, and generally inform the House 

.as to the earliest possible date for such a car park to be in 
operation? 

ANSWER  

THE HON TEE MINISTER  FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

Seven firms responded to Government's invitation to submit proposal 
for the development of the site in question. This was the first 
step in the selection of a suitable developer. These proposals 
were duly considered by the Government and the applicants were sub-
sequently informed of Government's intention to invite them to 
submit tenders if they were prepared,to amend their proposals to 
conform to certain stipulated minimum requirements and to the 
prior production of satisfactory evidence of their financial 
standing and availability of the necessary resources© 

Governments basic requirement is that the building to be erected 
should be a multi-storey car park for.at  least 400 cars and that 
any additional conforming development should be subsidiary to the 
main purpose and be within the maximum plot ratio of 5:1. 

All the parties except one have indicated their continued interest 
in the project. 

The completion date for the project will depend firstly on how 
soon the existing seven married quarters can be reprovided and, 
secondly, on how long it will take the successful tenderer to 
carry out the work. These are unknown factors at this stage but 
the period will be appreciably shortened if the reprovisioning of 
the married quarters can be undertaken by the developer himself 
on MOD's behalf. A decision on this proposal is awaited from the 
MOD. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TO QUESTION NO. 192 OF 1981 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can I ask the Minister whether the Ministry of Defence have now 
indicated to the Government the site where these seven married 
quarters are to be built? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

This was being considered as part of the feasibility study which 
the Ministry of Defence was carrying out to build over 70 married 
quarters. What the end result would be for that feasibility study, 
I think, may well be in the melting pot now. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

Could the Government .possibly ask the MOD again, in view of 
the statements that have been Made publicly now on the whole 
question of the defence review, whether MOD accommodation 
that becomes free as a_result of any cuts and so forth should 
not be used to accommodate these seven married quarters with 
an undertaking that the quarters would be built at some future 
date in order that the building can be cleared for development? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

There is no indication naturally at the moment that there are 
going to be MOD quarters that will become available. If they 
did become available, I think, having regard to the importance 
in economic terms of this project, that it is a point that is 
.naturally worth making and I will do so at. the earliest 
opportunity at local level. I should stress it is ,a matter 
which can then be 'taken up at a higher level as developments 
unfold. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 193 OF 1221 ORAL 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Can Government say what the position regarding Parson's Lodge is 
as of this point in time? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THF, MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEViLOPMENT AND TRADE  

The position is that the Company interested in the development of 
Parson's Lodge met its Obligation to submit a feasibility study 
of the project in time but was at that stage of its negotiations 
unable to produce the required guarantee or divulge information 
regarding its sources of finance. 

It is understood that contacts have been maintained with the 
Financing Bank and the Company is confident that it will be in a 
position to supply the required details shortly. The position 
will be reviewed by the Government in the light of the Company's 
response or if it is not forthcoming within a reasonable period. 

SUPPU1MENTARY TO ummaim„2.21op  1981 

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister what he terms as a reasonable 
period? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

It is very difficult, Mr Speaker, in a changing situation to say 
that. I would have said before the statement of the Secretary of 
State for. Defence that a reasonable period might have been 
September or October but having regard to that statement my own 
view is that I am prepared to wait longer if there is a very real 
chance of having an hotel built on that site. I think Gibraltar 
needs that. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

• 

130



7.7.81 

1.981 ORAL 

TEE HON A T LODDO  

Can Government say whether to their knowledge there are any plans 
for the development of the old Theatre Royal? 

ANSWER 

TEE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE  

Government has no knowledge of any plans for the development of 
the old Theatre Royal. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 195 OF 198l 

THE HON A T LODDO  

Can Government say what the position regarding the development 
of Maida Vale is as of this point in time? 

ANSWER 

THE HON  THE MINISTER FOR  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND  TRADE 

The physical development of the Maida Vale site has made no 
progress in View of the unfavourable .economic climate which 
continues to depress the tourist industry generally. The 
developer's efforts to obtain the necessary financial backing 
have in the circumstances been unsuccessful so far and alterna-
tive forms of development have been considered by them. These 
proposals have been put to the Government very recently and will 
be considered in the light of all relevant factors. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO qUESTION NO. 195 OF 1981  

HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask what these alternative proposals are? 

HON A J CA EPA: 

They entail, Mr Speaker, the building of housing for re-sale. 

'HON A T LODDO: 

Mr Speaker, is this to be another Gardiner 's Road type of project? 

HON A J CAYEPA: 

Mr Speaker, I do not see why the Hon Member-should. ask that 
question. This is what the Company has proposed to the Govern-
ment. I have not indicated in any way what the Government's 
reaction is at this stage. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

ORAL 
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7.7.81 

NO.  _196 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON W T SCOTT 

Will Government inform this House if the re-advertising for 
further applicants to the Woodford Cottage Scheme has resulted 
in an increase in the number of people interested and will.  
Government stat4 if it is still their intention to proceed with 
this development in the manner originally envisaged? 

ANSWER  

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS.  

A further six applications were received in response to the re-
newed invitation for participation'in the Woodford Cottage Scheme. 
One of the applicants did not however qualify within the terms of 
the notice. I can confirm that it is Government's intention that 
the scheme will proceed as originally envisaged. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO apESTION NO. 126 OF 1981 

HON W T SCOTT: 

So I can take it, therefore, that other than the last six applica-
tions, there are now 12 applications all told 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, Sir. After the second advertisement it became twelve but there 
have now been another five people interested. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

So we now have seventeen. 

HON M K .bhATHERSTONE: 

It is fluctuating between fifteen and seventeen at the moment. I 
am not quite sure of the number. 

HON W T SCOTT: 
For the fourteen or seventeen units? 

HON H K FEATHERSTONE: 
Seventeen units, yes. 

HON W T SCOTT: 

So Government, therefore, if ,they proceed with this scheme would 
have no intention of building the two or three quarters that they 
informed this House that they might be building in March of this 
year? 
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

The participation of Government. is dependent on how many we 
actually get.. If we only get fifteen then Government may 
consider taking the other two. If we. get sixteen, Government 
may take the other one. If we get sevent4en there will be no 
need fdr Government to participate.  

HON W T SCOTT: 

But it is still not the intention of Government, obviously, to 
increase the number of units within the same land area. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

No, Sir. The maximum number of units is seventeen, that is all 
that can be built according to the designs. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 1,97 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTANO  

Has Government made any progress in acquiring tie freehold 
property in Town Range opposite the Transport: and General 
Workers Union building? 

ANSWER  

• THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

The,position is as stated in.my  reply:to Question No 185. Since 
a substantial amount of money would be involved it will no doubt 
be appreciated that the acquisition of this freehold property 
(whether by agreement or compulsorily) can only be considered in 
the context of the Government's Development Programme objectives 
in housing having regard to the substantial amount that would be 
involved in its acquisition. • 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 197 OP 1981 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I believe that there have been negotiations over the years. May 
I ask what is the asking price of the owners of this property at 
the moment? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I think that the asking price has changed over the years and I 
would not know what is the last figure that was talked about 
because there have never been real negotiations. There have 
just been tentative enquiries, that is my understanding. From 
time to time when proposals have been submitted to develop that 
site or when a request has been made on a related matter, it 
has given. Government officials an opportunity to enquire. I 
would not really know what the figure is. I would imagine that 
it is very substantial having regard to market values of land. 
I would hazard a guess that it Would certainly be well in excess 
of £100,000. 

HONG T RESTANO: 

I am surprised that the Minister should say, that to his knowledge, 
there has not been very much negotiations-. I would refer him to a 
queStion by the Hon and Gallant. Major Peliza, going back nearly 
three years ago, and the Minister's predecessor on this ubject 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Not the Minister's previous answer, surely, three years ago? 

MR SPEAKER: 

The Minister's predecessor. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

The Minister's predecessor said: 
Secretary is negotiating". I do 
he.has made much headway because 
question. So there seem to have 

HON A J CANEPA: 

"the Surveyor and Planning 
not think, in 'fairness, that 
the price asked is out of the 
been negotiations in 1978. 

Was that, Mr Speaker, in the course of supplementaries or was 
it part of the main answer because we are alwasy very careful 
about the words that we use in the main answer whilst in 
supplementaries one can use the word ."negotiations" when one 
means discussing or talking without prejudice, without any 
commitment. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

In fact, it was in a supplementary but in 'the actual answer 
the then Minister said that the freeholder of the site had 
been approached as to the possibility of Government acquiring 
this site. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

That is not negotiations, Mr Speaker. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

The negotiations came up in a supplementary. I do not know 
whether the Minister is saying that his predecessor did not 
say it or that if he did say it . . 

MR SPEAKER: • 

No, he is not saying that. He said that the use of the. word 
"negotiations" in the main answer can be taken as a definite 
indication as to what Government is doing. The "negotiations" 
used in supplementaries may have been used more loosely. That 
is all he is saying. I am not saying whether that is the case 
I am saying that that is what the Minister was saying. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

- MrSpeaker, --Iw-ould like to know what, in fact, the sort of 
asking price is? Surely, that should be known. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The asking price was in the region of 254,000 in 1973 or 1974. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

The point is and I think it should be stated quite clearly, 
that our powers of acquisition are very old and in fact we 
have to pay the market value and that is why one shirks until 
we have a better legislation of acquiring something compulsorily. 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

Is the Government considering bringing forward new legislation? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Yes, we are and do not ask me when because I will tell you that 
I do not know. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 198 OF 1981 0 ORAL 

THE HON G T RESTAM,  • 

Can Government state how many firms in. Gibraltar have their 
businesses registered in Government owned accommodation? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

The information required is not readily available and would take 
a considerable time to extract. I regret therefore that it has 
not been possible to undertake the required research and analysis. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 198 OF 1981 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Will that search be made at all? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Sir, having regard to the fact that there are over 5,500 limited 
companies registered under the Companies Ordinance and over 3,000 
business names are registered under the Business Names Registra-
tion Ordinance, it will certainly not be undertaken unless the 
Hon Member can adduce a very good reason as to why it should be 
done. 

HON G T RESTANO:. 

Is the Government in agreement in principle on its accommodation 
being used for this purpose? 

HON A J CANERA 

I require separate notice of that question, Mr Speaker. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

138



7.7.81 
NO. 199 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON J BOSSANO  

Does Government now know when talks will start with the British 
Government on the new development programme?. 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

Sir, with your permission I propose to answer this question 
together with Question No. 200 of 1981. 

The Gibraltar Government is awaiting a reply from Her Majesty's 
Government regarding the timing of discussions on the 1981/86 
Development Programme Aid Submission submitted on the 9th February 
1981. I would add that the Gibraltar Government continues to be 
concerned about the delay and has made representations to this 
effect through the appropriate channels. I am hopeful that these 
representations will result in an early and positive reaction in 
line with Her Majesty's Government recently reaffirmed policy to 
support and sustain' Gibraltar. 

SUPPLEMENTARY_ TO__ NOS. 199 AND 200 OF 1981  

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can the Minister state the effects on projects planned if these 
talks are delayed beyond the end of, say, Septetber of this year? 
Would that not bring a big gap and make the programme 1981/86 
impossible to achieve ab initio? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

That is the position, Mr Speaker. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 200 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Has Government now arranged a date for the opening of talks with 
the British Government in respect of the Gibraltar Government 
Development Programme for 1981/86? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  AND TRADE  

Answered together with Question No. 199 of 1581. 
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707.81  

NO. 201 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

In view of recent developments, can Government state whether it is 
now in a position to make the Port FeaSibility Study available to 
Members of the Opposition? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE 

Mr Speaker, I gave you notice on the 23rd June, 1981, that I pro-
posed to make a statement on the Port Feasibility Study during 
this meeting of the House. The subject matter of the question is 
covered in the statement. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 202 OF au ORAL 

THE HON P J ISOLA 

Having regard to the assurances given by the Chief Minister that 
the report on the Public Works Department would be made available 
to the Opposition, can Government now state when this report will 
be made available to Members of the Opposition? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

Mr Speaker, the report was made available to the Hon Member on 
29 June and I can assure him that it was sent before Government 
had any knowledge of the Hon Member's question. Earlier this 
year I informed the Hon Member that the report would be made 
available to him once I had received comments by those directly 
concerned. In fact all the comments required have not yet been 
received. It is a very complex report but I did not wish any 
longer to delay making the report available. It is for this 
reason that in making it available to him and in publishing it 
we have made it clear that the Government has not so far taken 
decisions on the recommendations. 
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7.7.81 

NO. 203 OF 1981 ORAL 
• .: 

THE HON P J ISOLA  

Can Government state whether there is .a properly constituted Board 
of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation and if not will Govern-
ment take immediate steps to constitute such a Board? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
S. 

Yes, Sir. There is a properly constituted Board. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 20 OF 1981  

HON P J ISOLA: 

Is this the same Board that was in existence last year? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Yes. Letters appointing the Chairman and meffroers of the Board 
were issued on the 20th of June. The appointments are due to 
appear in the Gazette this week. There was some delay in making 
the form of reappointment and discussions have taken place with 
the Chairman and the result of these discussions had to be con-
sidered in Gibraltar Council before a decision was taken. In the 
end all concerned agree. that the Board should be reappointed for 
another year in the normal way, that is, on the 1st of January for 
'one whole year. The Gazette will be appearing, I think, today or 
tomorrow. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

ti 
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7.7.81 
NO.  204.0F 1981 ORAL 

'THE  HON  P J ISOLA 

Can the Chief •Minister inform the House whether the Government is 
no longer pursuing its policy to appoint a Committee of Inquiry 
into the Electricity Department and so why not? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

As has already been announced, the Government does intend to 
appoint a Committee of Inquiry into the Electricity Department. 

As I informed the Hon Member in my letter of- 29 June, the Committee 
will be chaired by Sir Howard Davis. The Committee has not been 
appointed earlier because offers of the chairmanship made to four 
other persons were declined, 

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office, who had been put on notice 
about this in January, have now been asked to assist us in 
obtaining the services of two specialist advisers - a Trade 
Unionistand a technically qualified person - to serve as members 
of the Committee. It is hoped that the Committee will start its 
investigations in September, after the pak leave period and the 
end of the hot weather. 

As has already been announced, the Telephone Department will be 
the next subject of a Committee of Inquiry. Mr Charles Piecone 
has agreed to be the Chairman in this case. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.  204 OF 1981 

HON P J ISOLA: 

Can the Chief Minister say whether the terms 'of reference for the 
inquiry into the Electricity Department are the same as he 
announced in the House or have there been any changes, or has any-
thing been settled yet? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Subject to any remark that may be made by those taking part in the 
inquiry, 

MR SPEAKER: 

NeXt question. 
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7.7.81 
NO. 205 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R  J PELIZA 

Will Government reconsider having more counters opened at the 
Central Post Office in view of the general public dissatisfaction 
with the existing facilities? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and 
Postal Services) 

No, Sir. The Government is not aware that there is general public 
dissatisfaction at the number of counters in the General Post 
Office and the facilities being provided, although it is accepted 
that there have been isolated complaints. ' 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 205 OF 1981 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, does the Minister realise that even I, in the United 
Kingdom am getting used to these complaints and that, in fact, 
if I remember rightly, at least there has been one letter in the 
Gibraltar Chronicle on it? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

.If the Hon Member is as reliant on his United Kingdom information 
regarding the Post Office as he is about the vending machines out-
side the Post Office then, of course, 1 .would accept that he is. 
It is absolutely truethat there is a peak period when the counters 
hold up queues but after that things go reasonably well. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Cannot arrangements be made at least in those peak periods when 
we do have big long queues which are perhaps the most important 
ones because that may well affect even our commercial side of 
Gibraltar? Can we not do something to improve.the situation? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

This is a matter which has been brought up in this House on a 
number of occasions. I remember my colleague, Mr Abecasis, going 
,through this. Staff inspection thought that that was the number 
the Post Office required. It is impossible to have a person 
employed there just for the peak period and then what else do you 
do with them during the day?' It is a question of finance. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Could perhaps the Minister think of this question of vending 
machines2 Perhaps he could have a few vending machines inside 
the. Post Office, a few more to overcome the problem. 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I wonder whether the Member knows how many we have at the Post 
Office. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I do.not.know how many we have. All I am saying to the Minister 
is that perhaps he could increase the number because obviously 
what is available does not cope. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I do not agree that it does not cope. What the Post Office may 
not be able to cope with is the arrival of a passenger liner on 
that particular day. I would grant him the fact that if he 
happens to be in Gibraltar at 10 am on any particular morning, 
that there are occasions during the particular 9am to 10 am, 
that there is a rush but again that happens in every shopping 
area. There is a peak period and there is a slack period. 
Government does not consider that the peak hour justified a 
further employment of counter clerks. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Since the Minister has drawn attention to cruise liners and I 
think we want to attract as many as possible of them, people 
who come for very short stays in Gibraltar want to make the 
best of it, see the sights and so on. Particularly on those 
days is it possible to arrange for, perhaps, individuals from 
.another department to come to the counter even if they get an 
extra allowance for doing so? 

HON H J ZAMMITTt 

It surprises me from a man who has been the Chief Minister of 
Gibraltar. One cannot just send people from one department 
to another for stamp selling because a cruise liner comes in, 
it is not on. There are knowledge requirements for stamp 
ve*ding and therb is cash to be handled. It is not as simple 
as that. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Of course I am aware of the difficulties but, surely, all this 
can be arranged, as T said, by paying them an allowance. What-
ever extra cost might be, the facilitdes that are going to be 
,given to the Gibraltar public, who obviously are complaining, 
whatever the Minister may say - there are times when there is 
congestion in that place - will be more than justified because 
of the depressing dissatisfaction with the service. 

HON H aJ ZAMMITT: 

Mr Speaker, T. refute that there is a certain dissatisfaction. 
I strongly refute that. 
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HON P J ISOLA: 

In view of the fact that the Minister has admitted that there are 
peak periods, can the Minister arrange that during peak periods 
all available staff is at the windows and nobody takes any tea 
breaks, after appropriate discussions' with the Union and anybody 
else the Government discusses with? Can he ensure that at least 
that occurs? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

That is certainly so. That is a good logic and it has been done, 
Sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next question. 

147



7.7.81 

NO. 206 OF  1981 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Can Government state what is being.  done to promote tourism for the 
coming winter season? 

ANSWER - 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

(In the absence of -the Hon the Minister for Tourism and 
Postal Services) 

An outline strategy for Advertising and Promotion in 1981/82 has 
been discussed with the Advertising Agency in Gibraltar and 
London and a presentation of 'the campaign is to be made to me in 
Gibraltar on the 13 July. We shall also make this presentation 
to the Travel Industry at an all-day meeting I propose to hold 
with them on 14 July. 
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7.7.81 

NO.  207 OF 1981 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Can Government state what is the present hotel room occupancy and 
the .latest forecast for this summer? 

ANSWER 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT  

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and 
Postal Services) - 

The bed occupancy of all hotels in Gibraltar up to May 1981 compared 
to January/May 1980.was 31.7%. Room occupancy would be around 46°% 
Regrettably these figures exclude one hotel yet to submit their May 

.figures. 

We calculate that Summer 1981 will be down by about 35% to 40% 
compared to 1980. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 207 qp1120., 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Would the Minister agree that.1980 was down on 1979 and by how 
much? 

HON H J, ZAMMITT: 

I cannot remember by how much it was down in 1979 but 1979 was 
the boom year of tourism. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Does not the Minister consider that this is a very serious situa-
tion indeed for Gibraltar's tourism? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I totally concur with the Hon Member.. It is a. very serious 
situation for Gibraltar as it is for other tourist resorts. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Is he happy, in trying to promote tourism for the coming winter 
\season that all he has been able to tell us today is that he is 
having a team coming out to show what sort of films (Presentation) 
ve are going to have? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

It is a little bit more elaborate than what sort of films we are 
going to have. It is an advertising campaign conducted by pro-
fessional people to try and catch the market. .The Hon Member is 
no doubt aware that we are up against very strong competitive 
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opposition and, if you, may allow me, may I just quote, for 
instance, that Laker is offering a three day all-inclusive 
holiday in Spain for. £50 and a full week for £59, air passage 
and full board. There is another firm called Global with'a 
minimum of seven-night prices of £73 in Benidorm and £79 in 
Majorca. If we subsidise our hotels totally, if we pay their 
wages totally, we can not compete. I regret to say this and 
I certainly to, not enjoy saying it, we just cannot compete. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next questiOn. 
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7.7.81 

NO.  208 OF  1981 ORAL 

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA  

Can Government state how much is being done to encourage Cruise 
'Liners to call at Gibraltar? 

ANSWER 

THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT 

(In the absence of the Hon the Minister for Tourism and 
Postal Services) 

The normal day-to-day contact is maintained with operators and 
obviously any advertising for Gibraltar stimulates all modes of 
traffic including cruising which is a static business in 
Gibraltar. 

We recently up-dated and distributed a Port Manual to all 
shipping companies and operators in the UK. 

We have also given hospitality service to selected journalists 
who have visited Gibraltar on cruise liners. This type of 
specialised editorial is in our view the most cost effective. 
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