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o  6.7.82
NO. 100 OF 1982 : ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state whether it has now finished giving urgent
consideration to the question of counting part-time service for
the award of a pension as proposed by the Hon Financial and
Development Secretary on 20 December, 19789

ANSWER
THE HON THE ATTORNEY ~-GENERAL

"

Mr Speaker, the conditions under which part-time service should be
made pensionable have now been fully examined and it is expected
that a final decision will be taken shortly. The necessary steps
will then be taken to draft suitable legislation.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 100 OF 1982

HON J BOSSANO'

Mr Spcaker, can I take that to be an indication that there is a
strong probability that the: legislation w111 be brought to the
House after the summer recess?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

The Government will consider the matter as quickly as possible but

a final decisicn is to be taken and once that decision is taken the
Government would wish to show the proposals to the staff side. I
would not guarantee that it will be ready by the first meeting after
the summer recess but it is a matter which will be given priority.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I take it then that the Government is now in a position
to proceed with negotiations with the staff side which so far have
not been able to make any move at all because of the lack of a pollcy
decision? :

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

The answer is not quite.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Hon Member think that the indication given in
Decerber, 1978, that it was going to be given urgent consideration
would lead one to suppose that it would take less than four years
to take a policy decision on the matter so that negotiations could
at least get started?

HON ATTORNEY—G?NERAL'

Mr Speaker, I can only say I have outlined what the Government is
proposing to do on the. matter, I-think the Member himself is aware

of the history of the matter up until now.
1
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HON J BOSSANO: e

Mr Speaker, I am afraid not. All-that the Hon Member has said was
what was saild on the 20 December, 1978, that it is a matter that

 will be given priority. - I am asking the Hon Member in the

intervening four years how far have we moved because can he not
confirm that the position is that the staff side has been unable
to pursue negotiations on this matter in spite of ralslng it at
intervals of six months?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

The position, Mr Speaker, is that the Government has come to a view
on its policy but the matter has been with officials for working
out the details.of that policy and it is simply that we are now at
a stage where it is ready to go forward for final consideration by
Government and then it will be shown to the staff side and then
legislation wills be drafted, that is in Tact the position. I
realise the Hon Member's comments but there is nothing more I can
S8y e

HON J BOSSANO:

The point, Mr Speaker, unless I am misunderstanding the Hon Menber,
what I would like him to state clearly is whether it is now the
case that the negotiations that are .to take place between -the
Government and the staff side can now proceed because in fact I
would 1like the Hon Member to confirm that when the matter was -
~debated in the .House, I myself made the point that I was asking the
House, in the motion that I brought, to give support to the
principle: accepting that the detalls of its implementation was &
matter to be agreed between the Government and its employees and
not between Members of the House. Is that necessary second phase
which I would have anticipated would have taken place in 1979 not
1982, is that second phase now ready to go into effect

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
Not quite.

- MR SPEAKER:

Next qguestion.



. ) ‘ _6017982
Ko, 101 OF 1982 . ORAL

IHE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, in view of the d851re on - the part'of the Government to
build Gibraltar up as a Finance Centre will it give sympathetic
consideration to amendlng the Merchant Shipping Ordinance so that
ships registered in Gibraltar may be deemed to comply with manning
requirements if officers of these ships are certlflcated officers
of any EEC countrles?

ANSWER
-THE HON THE ATTORNEYwGENERAL

Mr Speaker, vessels are reglstered'at Gibraltar in accordance With
the Merchant Shipping Act 1894, the requlrements of whlch are there~
fore 1aentica1 to those vessels registered in the UKo

In June, 1981, the Captain of the Port inguired from the Registrar
General, ie the Registrar General in England, whether EEC certifi-
cated officers could be employed on British ships. The answer to -
-this was a vategorlcal No" . . : :

The Hon Member Will be pleased to note however that the ‘whole
structure of the 1894 Act is presently under review by the UK
including the position of dependent terrltOfies as Reglstry ports,
including Glbrsltare ,

Once the final proposals of the review are recelvedg Glbraltar will
then be in a position to consider either amending our own Merchant
Shipping Ordinance to 1nclude Registry procedures here or to continue
to apply UK regulaflons, : o

SU?FLWM“NTARY'TO QU?STION NO. 101 OF 1982
. HON G T RBSTANO' '

Could the law not be amended before 1t is. amended in the Unlted
Klngdom? . _

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

No, Sir, I think not. I think in Mérchant Shipping matters we would
wish to, certainly we will look at them from a Gibraltar point of
~ view, but I think overall we would wish to ¢onform as nearly as
possibly with British practlce. Certainly not to move ahead until
a matter of this extent a review of thls extent in. the UK has been
concluded. .

HON A J HAYNES A "s"

But surely the Attorney—General is aware, Mr Speaker, that the
manning requirements do not in any Way 1nfringe on securlty or
1safety regulatlons? N : S . .

:
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m SPEAKER: S

' We d@re not g01ng to go into the partlcular amendments belng proposed.

We have a general question as to whether BEC certificated Captains
would be allowed to, no.more or less, we are not going to g0 into

'the nltty grltty of” the thing in any mdnner or form.

HONQA J HAYNES:

As I understood the answer to be, Mr Speaker, the refusal Br the

reluctance is concerned with keeping in 1ine ¢ o « o «

MR SPEAKER:

No, the reluctance is that until such time as the UK Act which is
being revised now has been revised, Government feels that they
should do nothing. That is the way I have understood the answer.

HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, surely what the Attorney-Géeneral is saying, and
perhaps he can confirm 1t, is that if the UK does not change its
provision we will not change it, then effectively, he 1s denying the
possibility of Gibraltar being able to attract ships registered
outside UK who have got EEC Masters who are not UK Masters and who
have no intention of moving to UK registry but who are very
interested in coming to a Gibraltar registry?

HON ATTORNEY ~GENERAL:

Mz Speaker, with respect I am not guite saying that. What I was

really saying in essence is simply that ‘there is the position in

the United Kingdom at the moment on this, the United Kingdom Govern-
ment is reviewing its Merchant Shipping Act, we would not wish to
proceed in advance of that, I think I mentioned expressly that there
must be a Gibraltar point of view but also I think it has to be kept.
in mind that Merchant Shipping in Gibraltar is part of Merchant

. Shipping within the whole of the United Kingdom and that is a fact

we cannot entirely loose sight of, because the Merchant Shipping
fleet has a certain significance.

HON P J ISOIA'

¥

". Mr Speaker, is not the fact that the manning regquirements for ships

registered in Gibraltar are set out in the Merchant Shivping
Ordinance and not in the Merchant Shipping Act and therefore if this
House wishes to change these requirements in respect, on a limited
scale because the Merchant Shipping Ordinance deals with a lot of
other matters, no one is suggesting safety standards or anything’
else should be diminished, but we are suggesting that EEC certifi-
cated officers and the EFC are civilised countries as far as we

‘know, that BEC certification of officers should be allowed under
. the Merchant Shipping Ordinance. Surely, if we are to walt, Mr

Speaker, for the English Merchant Shipping Act to be changed ‘which
I am sure is likely to take a number, of years, any hopes Gilbraltar
might have of attracting vessels to be registered in Gibraltar would
be lost. Surely, we can do this_in anticipation if we have our own
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Merchant Shipping Ordinancee, If we did not have 1t Mr Spnaker I
would agree with the Attorney-General but it is actually laid down,
The manning requirements are in fact laid down in o Ordinance.

They conform with the Merchant Shlpplng Act 1t is true. We do have °
our own Ordinance. ) : ' :

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I do not think that civilisation is the criterion. I think it is
‘one of securitye. It is correct that the Merchant Shipping Ordinance
does contain provisions expressly saying that the Master of the
British ship cannot be alien. . I think I have already.conceded that
there must be a Gibraltar point of view on what is desirable in the
way of the staffing and ships, but overall I have to say that,
obviously nothing necessarily stops the Government, if it thinks it
is lmportant enough raising an issue, we.are looking at the matter
in the overall context of a general review of the British Merchant
Shipping law and I think there 1s a practlcal llmlt as to how far
one can get ahead of it.’

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does the Financial and Development Secretary know that
there is a potential in attracting business to Gibraltar which is
being lost by our refusal to allow non-British EEC Nationals who
are Masters of ships to be Masters of ships that are registered in
Gibraltar? That there is a financlal implication apart from the
gquestion of the Merchant. Shlpplng Ordinance, would the Financial

- Secretary confirm that this is the case, that Gibraltar 1s losing a
potentlal bu81ness Whlch is g01ng elsewhere? - .

HON’FINANCIAI:AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:'

Yes, Mr Speaker.

HON J BOSSANO:

" Would then the Attorney-General not agree that that is a far more
important consideration which does not apply to UK because in fact
people are not moving from other registry into the UK, they are
moving out of UK? Would the Attorney-General not agree that this
is the case? -

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I cah only agree, Sir, and I think the Hon Member would not expect
me to go beyond that, I can only agree that 1t is an important factor.

N

. HON P J ISOIA:

Can we ask the Government to ask the United Kingdom Whether they have
. to ask the Department of Trade, tell them that because of our interest
in the matter wg are interested in amending the Ordinance because it
seems to.me, Mr Speaker, that a certificated Master or a certificated
officer in any REEC country should be able to drive a ship or man it
and if there are lmportant financial considerations in the buildigg
up. of Gibraltar as a Pinance Centre the Government bught_to.be doing

AV
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something about it and not Jjust sit on their backs and wait Ffor the
British Parliament to consider what will be a very lengthy and tardy
exercise, the amendment of the English Merchant Shipping Aet which
has stood the test of time for almost one hundred years, they will
not be amended in two Weeks, Mr Speaker. .

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, this is not a defined domestic matter therefore although
. I am Minister responsible for the Port I am not responsible for the
Merchant Shipping Ordinance. Nevertheless I do hold a certain view
on the matter and the view that I hold is pretty close to the views
that have been expressed by Members of the Opposition, other than
perhaps I do not go as far as the Hon lMr Bossano in that I think we
have got to be careful that we strike a balance about the revenue
that can be derived as against the good name of Gibraltar as a Port.
Having said that, however, my colleagues do share the line that I
take and the Government has moved, unfortunately bureaucrats some- =
times do not move as rapidly as Ministers would want them to do but
I have been pressing for the point to be made to the Department of

© Trade and Industry in respect of ERC Nationals. Unfortunately, my
reqaest was not attended to, I am sorry to have to say, but because
it is not a defined domestic matter and because Members of the
Opposition are bringing the Government under attack I think wé& have
to defend ourselves.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is the Minister telling us that the Government 1s in
favour, that 1s what we want to hear, of amending the legislation
s0 that BEC Nationals can be certificated offlcers of ships ’
registered in Gibraltar? Is the Government in favour of that?

HON A J CANEPA:
Ministers are in favour, I'adopt the view that it is ridiculous if
a ship with an EEC Master 1ls chartered by the Ministry of Defence

to go to the South Atlantic how the Department of Trade and Industry
can say that there 1ls a security riske. )

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestion.



NO. 102 OF 1982

. :;THE HON G 7 RmSTANo B
Will Government state why it has been neeessary to re~allocate well
= over £200,000 so soon after the Estimates were-presented to this

\wfj;House and would Government not agree that such a smtuatlon WOuld
- appear to 901nt to 1neff101ency in est1mat1ng9 :

_ | ANSWER © |
THE_HON_THE FINANCIAL AND DFVELOPMENT SECRETARY |

- Mpr Speaker, Slr, the question appears to ‘be based on a m131nterpre~
~tation of the papers laid on the table for this meeting of the House.
Only £176 has been reallocated 1n this flnan01a1 year by Reallocation
Warrant No. 1 of’ 1982/83. _

| , SU?PLFNENTARY TO_QUESTION NO. 102 OF 1982
‘ ._~HON G T RESTANO:. ' '

- No, Mr Speaker, this . questlon is’ directed to the Statement of Re~ S
~allocations No. 8 of 1981/82 which is for over £200,000, Would.the’
- Hon Member say why it has had to be re-allocated so soon after the
_estimates were presented and,” whether -as they appear to be for. the

.~ 1981/82 financial year, why  they were not presented to this House at,
:'budget tlme? . _ _ _ , ST

_HON FINANCIAI:AND DhVELOPNENT SECRETARY'

L Mr Speaker, gir, No. 8 of 1981/82 applles under the estimates of -
1 1981/82, it does not apply to the estimates of 1982/83. The reason -
- why 1t was not put to the House in the Supplementary Appropriation
~ Bill is that a re-allocation is between subheads. This House votes
and allocates funds under Heads. Any movement within a Head between
-one subhead and another of funds is done under the powers vested in =
‘the Financial and Development Secretary under the Public. :Finance _
Control and Audit) Ordinance but, having re-allocated funds it  is the
-duty of the Pinancial and- Develooment Secretary to lay on.the table a
. - statement of the re-allocations made. These are re-allocatlons, they
" are not amounts. voted on Heads, they are movements within Heads.

HON G T RESTANO:

They may be movements within Heads, Mr Speaker, but if this House is
" asked to vote, for example, in the case of Pumping and Maintenance
of Plant, if this House has been. previously asked to vote £85,000 and
now we are told that for this subhedd the Government does not need
£85,000 that it needs it for other purposes surely that is

inefficiency in estimating? - .

HON FIHANCIAI:AND DEVELOPMERT SECRETARY:

The Hon Member may think so; Sir, I do not agree.



lr.__-..__l'%HON 4 7 BAYNES:

If I contest the Hon Plnancial and Development Secretary S answer.

. Can.-he, for Instahce, explain the: virement, under Head 20 - Public
.. Wobksr Annually Reclirrent from Housmng ‘of  £14,000 inm the re~deployment-

-of . the: labour force and what does that mean, anyway? Doesn 1 Houszng
_need their money? . o . .

~ HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mx Syeaker, Sir, cin g view this‘ls out51de the" amblt of the original
gquestion. The question was dirécted to re-allocations of funds in
: 1982/83. ~The Hon Member is now asklnc questione about re~allocations

L in 1981/82.

HON G T RFSTANO°

It is qulte clear £200 OOO the re~allonation of £200 OOO 1982/83
was certalnly not mentioned.

HON FINANCIAL.ANDlDEVELOPN NT S@ORETARY‘»

'Slr, "so soon_a;ter the ustimates Were presented”, 8 year. and a
- quarter after the HEstimates were presented, so soon? The Estlmates-
© for, 1981/82 wefe:presented in’ Apral 1981.' . e

CCHON G T RESTANC)'

_Surely the’ point is, Mr Speaker, that thls House was asked to vote
~in  certdin monies and it, dld so.: Now we are told that the requests
 were not accurate as in: the case of maintenance. - That, surely, and
'_I muet repeat Slr, surely, is: 1neffloienoy in- estlmatlng.‘A

E HOY FINANCIAL.AND DTVELOPMBNT SWCQMTARY"

Mr Speaker, Slr, the Hon Member is maklng a statement not asking a
~questions - May I say that if any Hon Member has a guestion on a re- -
‘allocation in any year that queetlon can be put. I think that the
Hon- Mr: Scott laet year raised'a number ..of questloas on reuallocatlons
aidgot - answers from the - Mlnlstere concerned. -

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, could I ask one questlon on this and that is if in fact,
for example, there has been a virement of funds from the Pumping and
‘Maintenance vote of, say, £85,000 which my Hon Friend has mentioned,
that surely must affect the estlmation for the next year. If in fact
£85,000 was not used in a vote during the year and vired somewhere
elee, is there not a serlous danger of the error being committed
" again in the follow1na year s estimates? .

HON FINANCIAL AND DmvﬁloPNENT SECRATARY'

There ig a danger, yes, but it is limited by the fact that when the
Treasury at the last go-through of the draft estimates is considering
each item of expenditure it knows exactly what re-allocations have

~ been approved by the Financial and Development Secretary arig adjust
acoordlngly, . .



 6.7.82

NO. _10%OF 1982 . . . ORAL

CTHE HOW P J ISOLA

Sir, will Government consider making a request to theé British
Government to have relmbursed out of aid funds extraordinary
expenditure incurred in connection with the reopening of the
frontier? . : ’

ANSYER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENI SECRETARY

Yes, 8ir. A Development Aid Project application is being prepared
to cover the capital expenditure incurred. It will be submitted
to the Overseas Development Administration shortly.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 10% OF 1082
HON P J ISOLA: |

Sir, will this be prepared so that it can be put to the British
Minister that is shortly to visit Gibraltar? I think there is
some UTZency .

HON BPINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY;

¥r Speaker, Sir, I do not think this would be proper. One could
mention this. The NMinister concerned is a political Minlster not .
an aid Minister but in fact it has already been raised when His
Excellency the Governor was back in London and following his
meeting with the Aid Minister I spoke to officlals and it was
agreed that the way forward was first to prepare the development .
projecto '



. . 607@82
NO._ 1O4OF 1982 . ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government reconsider their answer to Questions 286 of 1981
and the further request on.the matter of import duties?

ANSWER
THE HON THAE FINANCIAL AND DRVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, in reply to Question No, 286 of. 1981 I said that if
there were firm evidence that private dwellings were installing
solar heating or other such non-~fossil fuel consuming devices on -
a8 large scale the Government would be prepdred to consider what
additional relief might be given. I also said that any such
con005510n would have to be looked at in the light of the Govern-
ment's financial position and on the cout/benefit to the economy
as a whole., No evidence has been produced to the Government and no
approach has been made by any person seeking the relief suggested:
by the Hon Mewber. In the circumstances the Government does not
consider that a case has been made for moving beyond the existing
~provisions of the Income Tax Ordinance, which alréady provides for
relief where a commercial institution instals the type of equipment
: mentlonede - .

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QUESTION NO. 10L OF 1982

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, isn't Govermment interested in encouraging the idea?
After all the purpose of granting a subsidy or tax relief 1is to
encourage people to introduce solar heating which in turn would
take the load off our electrical generating power plant which does
not seem to meet requirements? As I saild last time, which came

_ first the chicken or the egg? : :

HON FIBARLIAL.AND DEVE LOPMENm S“CRETARY'

What comes first, Mr Speaker, is a request from someone to do this,
it does not mean me. For a question to be asked in the House fwill
Government do-this or that" is one thing but Government then replies
"we will consider it if a case is put to us", a case has yet to be
pute :

HON A J HAYNES:

Will the Financial and Development Secretary look at proposals on .
the basis of what the relief offered by other countries to encourage
the introduction of solar hoatlngzm? Will the legislation and the
lead shown by other countries in Europe be a sufflclent case for

the Financial and Development Secretary?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPHENT SECRETARY:

My Sbeaker, no, Sir. What I want to see and what the Government
wants to see rather, is a specific proposal put forward by persons
saying what the case is for doing-this in Gibraltar and when it
comes we will review it sympatheticaelly but what we want 1s a case
‘4o be brought forward. . .

10
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HON P J IS0LA: -

e BN

i . Mr Speaker, isn't it-self evident that if the CGovernment wished to'

: encourege solar energy in Gibraltar and does it not have, good
reasons for doing this having regard to the very high cost of
electricity in Gibraltar? Isn't it part of the Government's duty

to announce measures to encourage people to rely on solar EeNnergy .
and take measures like it did, for example, with regard to certain
building materials? I would have thought that the initistive should
come from the Government if it is convinced that it should be
‘encouraged. .

HOW FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

r Speaker, S8ir, we have yet to be convinced that it should be

encouraged because how many people are importing this solar heating
: equipment? How much has beea imported over the last year? I have
i no -idea, no one has come forward and told us.

:
:
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the provisions in the Income Tax Ordinance regarding
home improvements where interest payments on loan to improve a
property come under the same provisions for tax relief as mortgages
to purchase property. Would the introduction of this equipment :
count as a home improvaement? Is that already.available, I am
asxing? '

HON PINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

I would need notice of that question.

! . MR SPEAK¥R:

Next guestione

11



| 6.7.82
NO._ 105 OF 1982 ~ ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Ffurther to Quest1on 247 of 1981 w111 Government make a statement
regarding the financial con31oeratLon ralsod in answer t0 that
gquestion? :

THE HON THE FTN&NCMAL AND DEVETIOPMENT SEC RETARY

Sir, the financial considerations to which I referred in answer to
question. 247 of 1981 still apply. The Government intends to improve
facilities for crulse liners and ferry services once it has the
necessary funds for such development. The desired improvements must
await - the outcome of consideration of the proposals for commerciall=~
gsation of the Dockyard and the long-awalted discussion with Her
Majesty's Government regara'n& the szraltar Government s 1981/86
Development Programmea

SUPPLENENTARY TO.QUESTION NO, 105 OF 1982 -

HON & J HAYNES:
Mr Speaker, how much money is requiréd for the proposed improvement?
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Broadly in the order of Lhm e

HON A J HAYNES:

£ghm would be spent on improving faCllltleS for liners, is that the
answer I am being glven?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SE”vEmARY"

No, Sir. The answer is that that would be requiroq to improve
facilities for cruise liners and ferry SeriCbSo_

HON A J HAYNES:

Do I understand 1t, Mr Speaker, that includes reclamation of the
causeway where the viaduct is now?

HON FINANCIAL AKD DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Sir, the cost of the reclamation of the cguseway would be
separate. That would be over another £1m.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, can I be told what £4m will give us, what work, what
improvements do you have in mind for £L4m and what period of time
will they take « « ¢ o o

12
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MR SPEAKER: .
No, we are not'going to go dnto details now. With due respect, I
think you have been given your answer. If there is. anythnnp else
you want to widen on the answer, most certalnly.

" HOW A J HAYNES

Whab, generally, will the £4m produce?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Reclgmation at Waterport, building of new jetties, building, car
parking and full facilities there for passenger terminal. *

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, when does the Financial and Development Secretary
believe that the money Wlll be releassd? Is there a timew-scale,
a time-table?

HON FINANCIAL AND DngLOENFNT SECRETARY s
Yes, Sir, the time~scale was April ,'1981@
MR SPHAKER:

It is dependent on the development aid which has not come.

"HON A J HAYNES:

I know that, ¥Mr Speaker, but does the Flnancial and Development
Secretary have a llstlng of prnorltleo? Does he expect it to
commence at any given time or is this sometblng that he has left
on the shelf to collect? ‘

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Snrg T have left it on the shelf to collect money from ﬂer
Majesty's Government. .

HON A J HAYNES:

Given that there is no doubt that the delays involved in this,
will the Financial and Development Secretary consider spending
something far less than £4m and which will give sone meagre
facilities to those tourists arriving on liners? An interim
thing like lavatories, a small cafe, things like thatycould
those be 1nsta11ed or put under effect now?

MR SPEAKER:

In other words, you are being asked whether an interim development
or improvement should be carried out.

13



HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT GECRETARY :
Mr Speaker, Sir, certainly, if it appears that it is going to take "
a long time to get the project and the money off the shelf the

Government wlll certainly look at other measures to improve the
conditions at the Waterport.

HON A J HAYNEHS:

Yhen will they do this, Mr Speaker?

MR SPEAKER:

No, next qguestion.

14




| 1 6.7.82
NO. 106 OF 1982 - ORAL

. IHE HON A _J HAYNES

Further to Question 209 of 1981, will Government make the Alexander

Howden Report and the proposals made by Ernest J Notcutt (Overseas)

Limited avallable to the Opposition under similar terms and condi-

géogs as those applied in the releasing of the PEIDA Gibraltar Port
u y”

ANSWER

THY HON THH FTBARCIAL AND DEVbLOPMEFT SECRETARY

No, Sir, a distinction must be drawn between the PRIDA Gibraltar
Port Study and the proposals submitted by Alexander Howden and
Brnest A Notcutt (Overseas) Limited. PAIDA were appointed as
consultants to the Govermment and it is open to the Government to
make thelr report available as it wishes. The Howden and Notcutt
documents contain commercial proposals and comments put forward in
confidence and it would be wrong for the Government to disclose this
information to a third party.. '

e

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 106 or 3982

HON A J HAYNES: .
Mr Speaker, can it be censored for the eyes of the Opposition since,
~ given the importance of the proposals as regards the problem, surely
- an edited version could be made avallable to the Opposition?

- HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT- SECRETARY :

First of all, Sir, I would like to say that I have already told the
House in the budget session that the Government has decided not to
proceed with Commercisl insurance cover for all Government buildings.
The intention is that only assets vital for the running of the ,
essential services will be insured externally. -The Government will
continue to provide cover for its other assets through its own fund..
I think that is the first one, Sir. The second 1s that 1t really
would be a totally emasculated document to present to anyone if we
took out the commercial proposal because we received from an
insurance company proposals which state rate for various risks and
these cannot be disclosed to a third party and I think that it would
be really valueless to anyone to have a document which removes all
the commercial-~in-confidence information in that document.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, can I remind the Financial and Development Secretary
that in answer to question 209 he did state that "the Government
would consider releasing such information in the reports as may be
of public interest as soon as a declsion has been taken on the
insurance of its properties'. As the decision has now been taken
I would like the release of the information that he considers of
public interest. :

’

R
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRE“ARY’

- Mr Speaker, when I gave that snswer the Government was of the view

that 1t would be entering into an agreement with an insurance
company for the re-~insurance of its assets, It has not. If it

. had done so, 1t would have been necessary to disclose to the House

the terms on which this was being done and that was what I had in
mind when I gave that answer but now the Government has decided not
to go ahead and it would not be prcper therefore to release informa-—
tion which could be useful to other commercial firms.

HON A J HAYNES:

fir Speaker, does the Financial and Development Secretary agree that
on this side of the House we have had none of the informstion avail-
able which the CGovernment used in making its decisions as to
whether to accept re-insurance or not? We have been advocating re-

" insurance on this side of the House. We would like to see the

Dapers on which Government makes 1ts decision to see if we concur

in that decision or not.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

M Speakér9 Sir, I am sure that every Opposition in the world would -
like to see the paspers avallable to the Government so that it could
monitor its decision. I am sorry, it is for the Government to
recelve proposals, take a view and to make the decisions and as

much as T understand the desire of the Hon Menber to see the papers
I regret that we cannot agreb with his requesto.

HON A J HAYNES:

Do I take it, Mr Speaker, that they are prejudicial?

MR SPEAKER:

Well, it is their decisione

HON J BOSSANO:

May I ask, in fact, Mr Spesker,. what are thé terms and conditions
applied Lo releasing the PEIDA Study for the Port since I have not
seen the PEIDA Port Study?

MR SPEAKER:

Well, it does not arise from this guestion.
%

HON J BOSSANO:

It is the terms and conditions which I am not aware.

MR SPEAKER:

You have just become aware by the way the question has been asked
that the other report has been released. I accépt that,
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HON J BOSSANO:

Yes. But what 3 ask 13 what one needs to do to be privy to that
‘Report. ‘ ' R

HOV CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, I forget now the terms upon which a copy was made avail-
able to the official Opposition. If, in fact, 1t was meant for the
Opposition as a whole then the Hon Member will have an cpportunity

of looking at the Report. If it was made as a request, I forget now,
but I certainly have no intention of leaving out the Hon Member from
any information that he could use to try and make our 1lves difficult.

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, we did get two copies of the Report ~ the official
Opposition. It was on the basis that certain areaswere sensitive
~areas and we could not disclose at all. I am not in a position to
pass 1t on to my friend Mr Bossano becsuse I am not in a position
to extort any undertakings. This would really have to come from .
the Government, T am guite happy to pass one on to him if thls is
the problemo : -

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

T am grateful to the Leader of the Opposition for reminding me. I
will have to discuss the matter with the Hon Member who at all times
expressed the view thal he does not hold to any considered charity

in connection with forelgn affairs before I decide that I can glve
. him the Report. :

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.7.82
NO,. 107 OF 1982 . ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, will Government make provision for cubicles at the
Income Tax Office so that persona¢ tax problems can be discussed
privately and not publicly as hitherto?

N e y ' . v AITbVﬁpR

EROP IR g

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPHENT S? RETARY

My Speakor, Sir, the counter positions in the Income Tax Department
are ilntended for the handing in of completed tax returns and to deal
with general queries, When a taxpayer has a personal problem he is
seen privately and not at the counter. Moreover, matters of a
private and highly personal nature are generally dealt with by
senior officers who are housed on the first floor and have private
officese. '

SUPPTEME NTAQY O _QUE STTON NO 107 .08 1982

HON A T LOIDO:

Mr Speaker,:but does not the Hon Member agree that a lot of private
matters are in fact discussed over the counter within hearing of
other people waiting in the gqueue and my question is would the
Government make provision for cubicles without having to go to the
higher official in the Income Tax. ‘Depéartment to actually discuss
their problems which might be of a minor nature but whlch the
individual does not like to have to air in public?

HOV FINANCIAL AND DE VELOPML\T SECRETARY @

Mr Speaker, Sir, my understanding is that as soen as a matter of a
‘personal nature arises ‘the person making the enquiry is invited in
to an office and it is not dealt with at' the counter. It might be
that 1f there were room in the present Income Tax Office it would
be useful to have confessionals, if one would like to call it in
that term, to take someone there and to save them going into the
inner office. "I accept that this might be desirable but in fact
there is no room there but it is something that we could bear Jn

mind if we were ever to move to slightly larger prc,mlseso

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestione.
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. o B 6.7.82
No, 108 Ob 1989 - ~ ORAL

--THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government reguest an Interim Report from the Commissioner
appointed to undertake the revision of the Laws of Gibraltar to
consider the advisability of new leglslatlon to supersede present
Ordinances where appropriate?

ANSYER

THE HON THE ATTORNEY~GE NERAL

No, Sir, the Government does not consider this either necessary or
appropriates

The Commissioner's terms of reference are to produce a Reprint of

the Laws of Gibrasltar. As I have previously sald in this House,

it is not feasible for him to undertake a substantive revision of

the laws. -

Nevertheless, in the course of the work, which is. now well under way,
the Commissioner in consultation with me is taking the opportunity to
bring up-to-date various provisions in the law. .
A Bill $o effect miscellaneous law reform amendments is now in draft.
There will be more Bills of this nature before the project is
completed. We also intend to promote some more substantlve Bills,
for example, in relation to the crlm;nal law,

The Commissioner keeps in close contact with us. He recently spent
several days in Gibraltaer and was able to discuss a large number of
" matters with interested parities. '

SUPPLEMENTARY T0O QUESTION NO, 108 OF 1982
HON A-J HAYNES

Mz Speaker, I am not quite satisfTied w1th the answer insofar as if
they don't ask the Commlssvoner whether he thinks there is any point
in revising the laws they won't be able to answer the questions that
I put to them. If, as I believe, Mr Speaker, and perhaps the Attorney-
General shares my view on this, & large number of our Ordinances are .
totally out-of-date then a revision is not going to be the answer and
I think the AttorneymGeneral should make a statementc Does he not
agree thh that general opinion op not? .

MR SPEAKER:

The answer has been no.

. HON ATTORNEY*GENERAL:

When the prospective Commissioner as he was at 'that stage, came to
discuss this project -with us, one of the points we talked about was
the Draotlcablllty of undertaking what is incorrectly now known as

a revision as distinct from a reprint and it was decided that really
that was too much to take on and-that there was, I have said this
before I am sure, Mr Speaker, but there was a need for a reprint.
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An up-to=date reprint of the'LaWb of Gibraltar and a falrly urgent
need. In order to-achieve that result it was necessary to concen-
trate on that and not to undertake a much more ambitious under-
taking of a revision of the laws. Of course, a number of Gibraltar's
laws have been in force a long time, this is not peculia ar for
Gibraltar, this happens the world over, and at this stage the way in
which the laws are up-dated is why the Government decided as in the
case of the Banking Bill which is before the House now that that is
an area where there should be a revision of the laws but it is not
the task of the Commissioner, except in the rather limited attempts
‘that I mentioned before, it is not the task of the Commissioner to
undertake thise.

HON A J HAYNES:

I am not suggesting that the Commissioner should become the legisla-
ture for Gibraltar, Mr Speaker. 1 am asking whether or not the
- Commissioner has been asked whether there is any_point in doing a
ganfbfaﬁCh~up Jjob when What is really required is major surgery
aV@ 16 e -4 L3 & ° -

MR SPEAKER:

I think the answer has been given to you that it has been considered
and it has been decided not to do that. I think you have been told
clearly by the Hon and Learned Attornewaeneraj it has been
discussed with the Commissioner and it has been decided that it
would not be worth to do that now. :

HON A J BAYNES:

On a point of clarification. Has the Commissioner been consulted
and has the Commissioner said that there is no need?

MR SPEAKER: .

That is what the Hon and Learneq Attorney-General saild.

HON A J HAYNES:

That, I am afraid, is entirely in conflict with my own estimation on-
thise

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Well, it is clear there is no doubt about thlso I thought I just
said this a few minutes ago, with respecto The scope of the
exercise was discussed. The possibility of doing a substantive
revislon was reverted to but>it was decided it was too Dbig a
proaect ‘and that we would 1limit ourselves to a reprint. 1 cannot
agree that a reprint is a minor Job the reprint ifself is a major

jobe
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HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, I know that at the stage prior to the appointment of the
Commissioner these matiters were discussed., What I am asking is )
whether once the Commissioner has actually got down to do the work
he has been questioned and the matter has been discussed again.

MR SPEAKER:

‘Let us get an answer to that guestion.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I am sorry, Sir, I am not sure what the question is.

MR SPHRAKHER:

What the Hon and Learned. Mr Haynes is asking is that he now accepts
the fact that prior to the appointment of the Commissioner the -
matter was discussed. Has it been put to him since he was appointed?

HON ATTORNEY-GEINERAL:

No, Sir, the decision was made before gnd it has not been changed
since. He has not considered the matter to be changed slnce. I
think, if I may perhaps Jjust go on a little way, Mr Speaker, I an
not sure whether the Hon and Learned Member appreciates that the
work of a lawyer and a reprint lawyer is one task. The work of
- revising the statute law of a territory substantively 1s a much
bigger task than Just a technical task,that is why in the case of
the Banking Ordinance one has an expert .in the Banking Bill to
advise, one has lawyers, one has, of course, the financial people
but really this present exercise for the reprint of Gibraltar is
not the place to undertake what the Hon Member is suggesting and
frankly I am not really sure that any Government anywhere under-
takes that as a single project all at once.

HON P J ISOILA:

Isn't there some value, Mr Speaker, in looking at the middle position
between those two views? That is to make use of a Commissioner who ~
is of the stature of the present Commissioner, an ex~Chief Justice of
Gibraltar, to make use of him in the sense that as he looks at the
laws requiring reprint and decides what has to go in the reprint, it
must surely come to his notice the need in some particular Ordinances
for up-dating. What I think my Hon Friend would like to see is some
recommendations by. him not actwally revising the laws but some
recomnendations by him as to areas in which the Government should
look at law revision because our civil law, Mr Speaker, is so old
that I know it is a fantastic, it is an almost impossible task to
‘yrevise. Some move could be made when you have got an expert like

you have at the moment reprinting or looking at the reprints of the
Gibraltar laws. :

7z

e
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I can assure the Hon Leader of ﬁhé Opposition that from the little

I have seen of what the Commissioner is doing, he is very much
taking into account that as far as he can go within his remit,.

HOW A J HAYNES:

‘Mr Speaker, then will the » « » » »

MR .SPEAKER:

No, we are not going to go beyond that, we are debating now. If
you want to ask a guestion you are free to do so,

HON A J HAYNES:
A question, Sir, Will the Government now request an interim report

from the Commissioner as to the advisability of this middle road?
Why not in writing?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

There is no need for it, he is getting on with the job.

MR SPEAKER:

Order, that is the end of the matter. Next guestion.
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| | 6.7.82
NO. 109 OF 1982 | ORATL

THE HONW G T RESTANO

Will Government state what is the position with regard to the‘
- appointment of a new Principal Audauor¢

i ' | éNSWER ]
) THE HON THE ATTORNEY~CGENERAL .

Answered togeﬁher with Questionl\Toe 112 of 1982.
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| | 6.7.82
NO, 110 OR 1982 ‘ ORAL

THE_HON P J._ISOTA

Sir, in view of the fact that the opening of the frontier is likely
to be delayed somewhat can Government make a statement as to its
attitude in relation to the temporary staff that was engaged for
the police, customs, the Labour and Social securlty Department and
any other departments?

ANSWER
- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMLIC DFVhLODMJNT AND TRADE

Mr Speaker, the following additional staff were engaged in connection
with the proposed re- onenlng of the front1¢r°»

25 Police Officers

‘11l Police Reservists

21 Customs Assistant Officers
15 Clerical Assistants

The Police Officers were employed on permanent and pensionable terms
and the remainder were employed on temporary terms.

The Police Reservists were engaged for the. control of car parks, but
Government has now decided that they will not introducé parking .
charges for the time being. These officers are therefore surplus to. .
requirements and steps will be taken to terminate their employment.

Of the 21 Customs Assistant Officers, 5 had been transferred from
other Government departments and would have to be reinstated. The
need for an additional officer for the manning of the Yacht Reporting
Station has already been accepted. A Staff Inspection of the Customs -
Department is currently being carried out -~ this was last done in
1977 - and this may throw up the need for additional officers to
cover for reliefs which were not provided for in the origlnal
inspection and are at present being covered by overtime, and for
additional leave cover arising out of increased leave eligibility.
Government has therefore decided that the 5 transferred officers be
retained in the Customs Department pending the outcome of the Staff
Inspection and in any event subject to review by the end of
September. Steps will be taken to termlnate the employment of the
remaining 16 offlcersa

It is estimated that the 15 Clerical Assistants could be absorbed
into the service by October/November this year as a result of
promotions, resignations, etc. There already exist 5 vacancles
which will be filled from this source. The remainder can in the
meantime be usefully employed in carrying out a iumber of essential
ad hoc tasks such as the up»datlng of information in the Arrears
Section and reviewing the sePvice records of industrials. Govern-
ment has accordingly decided to retain the services of the C]erlcal
-Assistants and review the position at the end of Septembero

The position of the 25 additional Pollce Officers is still under
con51derat10ng
/
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- Government has slso decided that subject to agreement by the Staff

S?de9 those officers whose services are belﬁg dispensed with be
given priority of employment in any vacancies that mey arise in the
Government service between now and 31 December, 1982, prov1ded they
are considered sultable for such employment.,

SUPPIEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 110 OF 1962

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, I am a little confused. Could I just ask, as far as
the Police are concerned, I thought from the beglanWLg of the
stdtement that they had all been employed vermenent anhd pensionables.

HON A J CANEPA:

That is correct.

HON P J ISOLA:

Didn't the WMinister now talk about 15 officers or 81 I o o » o o

MR SPEAKER:

No, Reservists,

HOW A J CANEPA:

There ave 25 Police Officers and they were engaged on permanent and
pensionable terms and 11 Police Reservists-who are having thelr
employment terminated. .

HON P J ISOLA: .

Mr Spéaker, then with regard to the 25 Police Officers who were
taken and are now permanent and, pensionable, has the Government
any idea of what is going to be their role in the Police Force?

HON A J CANEPA:

We are awaiting, I think, a report or I ihlnk it has Jjust been sub-

mitted aCUually, a report from the Commissioner submitted at the

end of last week which is still to be considered by the Government.

There 1s also the guestion that the Police are now working a L2-hour
week and it might be possible to consider at the same time reducing

that to the uOmhouf weeka .

HON P J IS0IA:

"1 don't know whether the Minister knows, what is the additional cost

of retaining 25 people who, are not particularly needed?
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HON A J CANEPRA:

I do not have the 1nformatlon re?dlly avalilable but I would imagine
that a Police Officer may start at the bottom of the scale somewhere
in the region of £5,000 a year, perhaps, we are talking of something
in excess of £100,000 a year, of that ordér. :

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, as the matter is being considered I won't ask any more
guestions on the Police except to ask an assursnce that if the
Police Department is now to have 25 more Policemen than it used to
have, will it be possible that they be used in things like the Keep
Gibraltar Tidy campaign in the interest of the stray.dogs etc,
rather than in the new pronounced habit which has appeared from the
extra Police Force of placing parking tickets in every single car
that can be found on a yellow line in Gibraltar?

HON 4 J CANEPA:

It is a line of action that is to be devoutly and Lotally hopeful,
Whether it will materialise is another matter.

HON P J IS0IA:

'&r Speaker, am I right in thinking that of all the additional staff
that has been taken on by the Government on a temporary basis there
are only 16 for the chop? Is that what I have heard?

HON A J CANEPA:

bt this stage I said that steps will be taken to terminate the
employment of the remaining 16 Customs Officers and I also said
that steps were being taken to téerminate the employment of the
Police Reserv1sts, so we are talking of 11 Police Reservists and
16 Customs Officers, 27

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, may I ask the Government if its criteria in relation to
all these jobs, the criteria of efficiency and keeping the public
service in an efficient manner, having accepted that criteria,
having assumed that that is the criteria that the Government has
based itself, then may I ask that as far as those that are to be
discharged, that the Government in view of the situation, and it is
no fault of theirs obviously, that the Government will give a
reasonable amount of notice so that the persons concerned can find
themselves some other occupation?

HON A J CANEPA:

Well, I think notice can be given according to the terms of their
employment but to what extent we can go beyond that I do not know.
I think the Government is a good employep and we would noL wish to
. be ‘harsh if we can help ite.
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HON J BOSSANO:
Can the Minister confirm, in fact, that all these things.that he
says the Government has decided, heve so far been decided without
consultation with the Staff Side and that the 3taff Side's view
has not yet been taken into account in any of these decisions?

HON A J CANEPA:

That 1s correct but the Government has got a problem in having to
answer the questions in the House of Assembly before 1t can consult
all the 3talf Assoclstions.

MR SPEAKER:

Next gquestione.
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| 6.7.82
NO. 111 OF 1982 ~ ORAL

THE HON P J ISOIA

Yir, 1s there any particular reason why summer hours fom those in
Government service should continue into the middle of September?

ANSWER

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERATL .

Conditioned working hours, excludlng lunch-breaks, are 37 per weeke.
During summer hours, only 324 hours are worked each week. To be
able to make up the conditioned hours at the end of the year, it is
therefore necessary to increase the working week during winter to
'38% hours per week. The combination of 39 weeks of winter hours and
13 weeks of summer hours achieves the required overall annual condi-
tioned hours.

Summer hours are also planned to coincide with the working by
Government schools of half-days. These operate immedlately before
and after the school summer holldays, from mid~June to mid—~September.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 111 OF 1982
HON P J ISOTd: |

Mr Speaker, so the main resson is really, to coincide with the
school holidays and the school summer hours, is that 1t?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

No, I think the main. reason, lir Speaker, is just to achieve an
overall number of working hours throughout the year., .1 think the
other matter is a Ffactor.

HON P J ISOLA:

That is a matter of mathematical computation, I assume. But will
the Government bear in mind that, of course, summer hours although
possibly highly desirable are inconvenient to the public and bhear

in mind that really once the summer is over which is the late summer
holiday in August, there is really no good reason why this incon-
venience should continue into September? That is my first gquestion.

HON ATTORMEY~GENERAL:

I would be qulte ha; .by, of course’ ir Speaker, to convey this view

to the approprlate Cchles in Government.
A

HON P J ISOLA:.

M Spcaker, may I ask a second question which is a broader questlon

" and that is, will Government consider, in connection with next year's
summer, if summer hours are deemed to be desirable and there is a
case for that, obviously, of its own initiative getting together with
prlvate employers and other embloyers to see whether we can have some
sort of regular summer hours for the whole.of the communlty because
at the moment the position is a bit chaotic?

28




oot e

i Bt S iy

PR SAE

v, (it et

Do
L

HON A J CANERA

I see increasing notices in the press of Drlvate sector firms who
are actually working the same summer houvs as the Governmenbo .

HON P J ISOIA:

Mrlspeakery very few., I have seen them myself but I think, is there
not something to be sald for trying to get everybody or not every-

‘body, at least a vast number of the population working the same hours

Because will the Government not agree that there is a certain amount
of inconvenience and inefficiency in different sectors of the
coimmunity working different hours and I would ask the Government as
the CGovernment they should perhaps initiate and coordinate policy on
these matters?

HON A J CANEPA:

Well, it has not been possible to do that, Mr Spesker, until very
recently, perhaps because there has'been a great deal of dispute as
between the Government, a certain amount of disagreement as to the
extent of summer hours and the best manner -in which to implement it
with the Associations that hold negotlating rights for our Clerical
Officers. Sometimes it has not been until the wvery last moment
almost that agreement has been reached. In fact, on this occasion
it was not that bad because the situvation lest year was carefully
monitored and there was feedback immedistely after summer hours had
been workxed last Sepltember and the position was found to be rather
better. I think the point could be considered for the future, let
me add we have also taken very careful note of complaints, if any,

from the public. We have asked the Heads of Departments to be on

the look~out for that and there do not seem to have been any .serious
complaints in working the present summer hours last year. They are
being worked for the same périod of time and for the same conditioned
hours but in the same way as we consult in respect of summer time and
in respect of public holiday, I think we could bear the point in mind
and consult, say, the Chawmber of Commerce.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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/ | . o - L . 6»7a82
NO. 112 OF 1982 " ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government stete whether it is still intended to 10031188 the
post of Prlnblpal.Au01tor? .

AT\ SWER

.,....w..—.

" THE HON TEE ATTORNEY ~-GENERAL

Mr 8Speaker, a local officer has already been selected as designate
to take over the post when the present incumbent terminates his
contract in September this year.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 109 AND 112 OF 1982

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, is there any truth that the post is belng downgraded or
it is intended to downgrade the post?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:
The position on that, Sir, is that the senior grades review -is at

present under consideration. It would not be sppropriate at this
stage for me to comment on any matter in that reconsideration.

HON G T RESTANO:
Is 1t a fact, Mr Speaker, that the person who was appointed

considering that there might be a downgrading might not in fact
take up this post?

HON ATTORNEY -GENTRAL: °

3

T do not think T can peculate in any way, Mr Speaker. As I say,
the senior grades review is under consideration and the matter is
at that stage.

HON J BOSSANO:

Will the Hon Attorney-General agree that Whether the post is filled
by a locally entered menber of the service or by an expatriate should
be an JrreLevant consideration for the gradxng of the post? :

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Absolutely. 5

HON ATTORNEY -GRENERAL:
"T think the Hon Chief Minister has answered -thate.

MR SPE kYbR‘

Next question. a
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, 65,7682
NO, 11% Op 1982 ‘ ORAL

THE HON A T TODDO -

Mr Speaker, can CGovernment ssy what is the present position
regarding the old Shell Petrol Station at the junction of Landport
and Corral Road? :

THE BHON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Mr Speaker, the matter is subjudice. Proceedings have commenced
and the matter is likely to be determined shortly.

SUPPLEKENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 113 OF 1982

HOW A T LODDO:
Mr Speaker, can I ask how short is shortly?
- HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I canndt say, Mr Speaker, but the proceedings which I should explailn
are rather fatal proceedings, I am moving in it -now. :

KR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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| 6.7.82
NO. 11l OF 1982 . ORAL

ITHE HON G T RESTANO

4

¥ill Government state what steps are beinw taken to protect chlldren
against the meningitis GOLdelc currently existing in Gibraltar?

ANSWER
THE HON THE_MINISTUR FOR MEDICAT, AND HEALTH SERVICES

Mr Speaker, the Government is teking all the necessary steps to curb
the current outbreak of meningococcal meningitis. These steps
include:

(1) The treatment and isolation of the patients
(ii) The closure of the ward where the children are treated

(1ii) The administration of prophylactic treatment to immediate
family and class contacts

(iv) The closure of the school and nursery where the cases
occurred, and

¥

(v) The surveillance of the éommﬁnity'with a view to early
diagnosis and initiation of proper therapy without delay.

SUPPLFUENTﬁRY T0 QU“STION NO, 11L OR 1982

HON ¢ T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say when the first case was identified?

HON J B PEREZ:

I think, Mr Speaker, the first case was around the 13th of last month.
HON G T RESTANO:
Will the Minister say what the surveiilance consists of?

HON J B PEREZ:

The surveilllance of the community I mean 1s that parents and relatives

of the affected children have been informed of anything that may occur

which they ought to report immediately to the Health Centre doctors
“who were briefed immediately on what the side effects and what condi-.
tions children suffering the disease actually have. The ideas is in
fact to also get parents to help the Public Health Department and in

. fact to inform us of any cases because you have cases in which

parents may say: "My child has this, that and that but we do not

want them to take these tablets because of the possible side effects',
that is what I mean by surveillance.

//
HON G T RESTANO: .
How many people have in fact been treated other than, of course, the
ones who contracted the disease? 4
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HON J B PEREZ:

I have not got the exact figure here with me, Mr Spe eker, but what
the department has done is instead of trying to aqcewtann and look
for one carrier, what we have assumed 1s that all cases and all
primary contacts of the affected cases have all in fact been treated.
This dincludes not only the patlient himself or herself but we have
5150 treated close Pelaoiv,u9 family and also all the children of
that particular class who were vprobably in close contact with the:
-affected child. But I have not got the exact figure.

HON A J HAYWES:

What is the likely cause or origin of this epidemic, does the
Minister know?

HON J B PERRZ: oo A

This, Mr Speaker, unfortunately, is unknown in the world what the
actual cause 1s but I can assure the House and I can assure the
public that it has nothing to do with bad drainage or swimming

pools or text books or anything to do with the school. It is a

germ which, unfortunately, there is no known vaccine, nobody can

be immune to this particular germ, it is something that the medical
experts of our world have not yet been able to .discover and ascertaln.

HON A J BAYNES:

Then it is not as a result of poor hyglene or poor stanqards of
hygiene?

HON J B PEREZ:

Wot at all, Mr Speaker.

HOW P J IBOIA:

Mr Speaker, could I ask the Minister that having regard to the fact
that this question was put down on June 28th whether he considers
he has treated the House with due respect in having answered the
guestion yesterday in the Gibraltar Chronlcle before giving the
information to the House? .

HON J B PEREZ:

Yes, Mr Speaker, because before the question was tabled Lhere was a
meeting held between myself snd the experts of my Department with a
delegation from Varyl Begg. At that meeting they requestaa that we
provided them with full information or general information in
connection with this particular disease. What the Department did
imnediately was to prepare a paper which was in fact distributed to .
the whole of Varyl Begg. Following that, the newspapers were
contlnuouslj Or SOME NEewWsSpapers were contlnuously asking gquestions,
not only in connection with what steps the Government were facing
in order to protect children but quc%tlons in general. The inter~
view glven to the Chronicle was,.in fact, more or less at the same

time as the guestion was tabled, unfortunately9 it is not up to me
to tell the Chronicle when to yuthqh.the article.



HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, the question was tabled a week before the article
appeared in the Gibraltar Chronicle. Is the Minister saying that
he gave this information which apparently all the rfewspapers were
seeking from him so desperately and 1t took the newspaper a week
to publish 1t? Is that what he is telling the House? When did he
in fact give the information to the Gibraltar Chronicle?

HON J B PEREZ

ao

The information was given to the Varyl Begg tenants well over a
week. I do not think, Mr Speaker, I have treated the House unfairly
because really what appeared in the Chronicle was a full explanation
of everything. The guestion is only asking what steps the Govern-
ment are taking, I do not think I have treated the House unfairlye.

HON P J IG80LA:

Mr Speaker, it is the privilege of the Minister to do what he likes.
I am not complaining about dissemination of information to the Varyl
Begg Estate. What I am saylng is that the Minister has not treated
the House with due respect in having answered the question in the
Gibraltsr Chronicle precisely a day before.he was answering it in the
House. I would have thought it would have been more appropriate for
him, would he not agree, in placing an embargo until the House had
been informed of the position?

HON J B PERYZ:

Mr Speaker, all T can say is that by the time the question reached
my department, reached me, we had already given the information to
the Varyl Begg tenants and the information was public. The public
wanted to know what was going on and if I had not done so I would
have been accused of not informing the public.

HON P J TISO0OLA:

Mr Speaker, I am not complaining it was published. I am complaining
with the apparent move on the part of the Minister to pre-empt the
question in the House by having something published about the gues-
tion and his answer the day before. Will he give us an assurance
that this is not the sort of practice he is going to follow generally
whenever questions are put to him?

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, I cannot give anvassurance to something that I do not
consider that I have done wrong. As far as I was concerned the
informetion that I gave to the press was the information which the
public were entitled to have and again, I will reiterate it is not
for me to tell the Chronicile when they publish information that is
given by CGovernment.

.
Ve
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HON P J ISOLA:

Does he not consider it odd it should appear a day before he
answers questions on the subject in the House?

HON J B PREREZ:

Mr Speaker, I would have preferred 1f it had appeared some’ time
last week, but as I say, 1 am not responsible for the Chronicle.

D OO A 1)
MR SPHEAKER:

Next question.

RS

35



T § - 6.7.82
NO. I115°0F 1982 . . ORAL

THE HON A T TODDO

¥r Speaker, before I ask this questlon can I say that my question
was not prompted by the meningitis scare, my question, in fact, I
had thought of about a month ago and 1t has nothing to do with the
meningitis scare, the fact that some paper connected it with it has
nothing to do with me.

lr Speaker, how often is the water in the swimming pool at Camp Bay,

and the paddling pgols at Camp Bay, Sandy Bay and Varyl Begg,
(a) changed snd (b) subjected to analysis? '

ANSVER

THY HON THZ MINISTEZR FOR MEDICAL AND HEATLTH SERVICES

Mr Speaker, these pools are "continuous flow! ones which énsures_
that fresh water is constantly circulating in the pools.

Despite this, the pools are emptied and cleaned prior to refilling
on all working days in order to remove silt, papers, etc which tend
to sink and are not carried away by the "continuous flow'" process.

Samples are taken for bacteriological analysis on s weekly basis
during the bathing season. The sea water in the areas from which
the pools are fed is also similarly analysed on a weekly basis and,
for monitoring reasons, is also sampled and analysed at fortnightly
intervals during the non-bathing season. .

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 115 OF 1982

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, I cannot sgree belng a regular user not of the paddling
pool but of the besch at Sandy Bay. I cannot agree with the Minister
that the pools there are cleaned out daily. In fact, my guestion was
prompted by the fsct that the water was very, very muddy. OCan 1 _
further ask the Minister whether in fact what he has said, which I do
not readily accept, but whether what he has sald applies similarly to
the Kontagu Seabathing Pavilion and the swimming pool at Hastern.
Beach? :

HOW J B PERBZ:

In fact, I will go further. The two pools, Mr Speaker, which have
been outlined by the Hon Member, in fact, are cleasned and emptled
every single day including weekends. Let me add that as far as my _
department is concerned we are not responsible for the actual rilling
or' emptying of the pools. What we are responsible for is the analysis of
the water. But let me take this opportunity, Mr Speaker, of making
public that I seek the cooperation of parents and users of these .
particular pools and I would urge them to help us on three particular
points. One is the dropping of litter in the actual paddling pools
and swimming pools, secondly to educate and train their children to
use the toilets instead of the pools and, thirdly, not to use the
paddling pools or the swimming pools for the washing of thelr feet

before going home,
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HON P J ISOLA:

Kay I ask, what system is used to check that the water 10 changed
every day?

HON M K FZATHERSTONE :

Sir, it is not a question of the water being changed every day as_
my Hon Co]laague has sald. There is a pump which is continually
brnngzng in fresh water and there is an overflow pipe which is
taxing water out. Therbfovv, the water in the pool, at the rate
the pump pumps water in, should change itself four or fives times
in the daye Plus the fect that it 1s completely emObLFQ in the
early morning and conoletely refilled by about 8 otclock in the
morning.

HON P J ISOLA: -

Mr BSpeaker, can I ask the Minister to visit the paddling pools in
Jandy Bay andé see whether that is correct?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

We will do so0. -

HON P J ISOLA:

Can I ask, if the water is changed every day ought not the water to
be analysed every day and not on a once weekly basis because all
the Minister is getting is analysis of the water on one particular
day in the week and the other six days, for all we know, could be
disease ridden. :

HON J. B PEREZ: _ : A '

The information I have from my devartment, Mr Speaker, is that since
these pools sre continuous flow ones, since they are emptied and
cleaned every day, only a weekly analysis is required. But I shall
take the matter up with my department following the suggestion by
the Hon the Leader of the Opposition and I would ask them again if
in fact we should carry on doing it on a weekly basis or more often.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, as the health of children is so 1mportant in our
community and as children inevitably have to congregate, will both
Ministers not agree with me that there is a particular need and a
particular importance in close supervision of all the paddling
pools all over Gibraltar and in analysis of waters on a frequent

basis in order to prevent disease?

MR SPEAKER:

I thlnk, in fairness to the Minister, he has sa 1d‘that he will go
into the matter.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Yes, Mr Speaker, but I would like both Ministers to go into the
matter because it is very easy to tell theée House what is done -but
if proper supervision is not belng carried out, we ‘do not know
whether it is or i1t 1s not being done. That is why I would urge
both Ministers to take a look during the summer months because it
is the health of a lot of children that is at stake.

IR SPEAKHER:

Next question.

A\
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6»7082

NO. 116 OF 1982 | ORAL,
THE HON A J HAYNES

Further to Question 293 of 1981 will Government states 1%5 reasons
for not appointing a Select Commvtteo to 1nve8u1gate the matters

rsferrca to?%

ANSWER

L0% HOWM THE MINISTER FOR MEDICATL AND H.lLT

Peed
ey

SERVICES

Sir, the Government 1s satisfied that the Advisory Council on the
Misuse of Drugs as currently constituted was the correct forum in
which to discuss the matters referred to and therefore discarded
the suggestion that a Select Committee shoula be appointed to
investigate such matters.

SUPPLEMEHTARY-TO QUESTION NO, 116 OF 1982
HON A J HAYNES

Mr Speaker, 1s it the opinion of the Government that a Select
Committee would have been a waste of time or not?

HON J B PEREZ:

Government®s view and my own particular view is that a Select
Committee was not appropriate to consider the particular matters

-that are being referred to. The Government preferred, and I share

that personally, in fact, to have a Drugs Advisory Council which I
would add is working extremely well. It 1is composed of experts.

HON A J HAYNES: )
T can-understand the decision of the Government but I do disapprove
of the references to the Way o ¢ o o o

" MR SPEAKER:

No, we must ask questions, we are not going to debate. You dis-
approve, what is your question?

HON A J HAYNES:

My qlestion is, is the Minister still of that view that it would
have been a waste of time or is he going to withdraw that?

MR SPRAKER: b

‘He has given yéu the answer already. He said that this is the best
way of tackling the probleme. .

HON A J HAYNES:
-

T accept that, Mr Speaker, but there is also an indication that a
Select Committee would hsve. been a waste of time. :
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HON A J HAYNES:

I would like clarification on that point. Is that still his view?

HON J B PEREZ:

My view 1s that the matter is better dealt with by an Advisory
Gouncil rather than a Select Committes,

HOW A J HAYNES::

I do not think my question has been answered, Mr Speaker. Is the
Government of the view that this is g waste of time or not?

MR SPRAKER:

No, he does not have to answer that. He has given you an answer .
as to how he best feels that it should be dealt with., Next questione.
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6.7.82
NO. 117 OF 1982 ORAL

THE HON G T ?W“TANO

Will the HMinister for Medical and Pealth Services state whether the
post of Director of Medical and Health Services was vacated in June
and furthermore will he say why no new appolntument has yet been made?

7’

ITHE HON THE MINTSTER FOR MEDICAL AND HEATTH SERVICES

The Director of Medical and Health Services formally retired in June
but has agreed to be re-engaged on a temporary basis until his
successor can take up his appointment. Surgeon Captain Murchison is
now on "retirement" leave until 16 July and Dr Montegriffo is acting
in the post for th1s period.

Applicants for the post were 1nuerv1ewed on.28 May ‘but the selection
process has not yet been completeds '

SUBPL&LhN”ARY TO QUESTION NO, 117 OF 1982
HON G T RESTANO:

Can the Nnnlster say Why it has not vet been completed”

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, I am not responsible nor answerable in this House for the
Public Service Commission,

HON G T RESTANO:

But, surely, the Minister is responsible for his Department, surely
he must be concerned about the fact that no appointment has yet been
made  if an interview was made on the 28 May. Why has no appointment
been made, is it that further advertising has had to be made to get
“more applicants? What is the reason?

HON J B PEREZ:
Mr Speaker, of course, I am concerned and I have made by views known
to the relevant authorities. Let me add that I have received an~

indication that the appointment will . -be made before the end of this
week s

HON G T RESTANO:

Ift that is so, Mr Speaker, when can we expect to have the new Director
in Gibraltar?
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HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Spesker, since T myself do not know who the new Director is
going to be yet because, as.-I salid, I amn not responsible for the
Public Service Commission, I cannot say when whoever is appointed
will take up his post because it may well be that the selected
applicant has informed the Public Service Commission that he
cannot take up his post until within two months, three months, I

do not knows

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestione.
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1982 ' ' ORAL

NO. 118 OF

TP“ HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, is it still env:xsaged that the 1ntroduct10n of
International Direct Dialling will commence on the 1st October,

19829
- ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES
Yes, Sir.
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) 63-7 082
NO. 119 OF 1982 ORAT

- THE HON G T RESTANO

Has Government considered the advice of the Opposition given
during the Budget Session not to impose any charges for local
telephone calls following the introduction of IDD and if so will
the Government state whether it has decided to follow that advice?

ROty

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Mr Spegker, the matters raised in this guestion are dealt with in a
statement on the introduction of IDD which I have given notice and
which I am making later in these proceedings.

~
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/ | | 6.7.82
N0, 120 OF 1982 - ORAT

THE BHON ¢ T RESTANO
Does Government not consider that its telephone bills of,over

£100,000 per year for 1its own Departments is excessive and would
1t take steps to effect economies? -

ANGWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SHCRETARY

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government is conscious of the need to maintsin
effective control over all departmental costs including telephone
bills. It does not consider £100,000 excessive., Nevertheless, it
is looking at ways of additional control with the introduction of
International Direct Dialling.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 120 OF 1982

HON G T RESTANO: o | | ' .

What sort of matters is Government considering?

HON FINAWNCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRE”AQY'

Only specified telephones will have access to International Direct
Dialling. Secondly, to facnlltate local calls pay boxes are being
installed in Departmentse.

HON G T RESTANO:

Is this for international caiis?

HON FINANCIAL AND SVETOPMENT SECRETARY :

' A

To faczlitate local calls pay boxes are being installed in various
Departments.

HON G T RESTANO:

So that means that the Government intends to charge for local calls?

MR SPRAXER:
We will wait for the statement.

HON P J ISOIA:

\ T .
Is that why we are going to be asked to vote a lot more money for
coin boxes, the intention of the Government to instal pay boxes in
Government Departments? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
It is Hot merely for Government Departments9 there is also a greater
need for public coin boxes as well.

MR SPEAKER:
45
Next question.




) . 7 607982
NO.. 121 OF 1982 - . A _ ORAL

THE HON Z J HAYNES

- 8ir, further to Question 297 of 1981 will Government undertake to
offfer financial or other relief to all those suffering from aural
pollution in the vicinity of XKing's Bastion Generating Station in
view of the slippage in bringing the new engines to harness?

ANSIHER

THE HON THF RIKI, ER FOR NUNTICIPAL SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is not considered that the current level of aural
pollution or the fact that there has unavoidably bheen several months
slippage in achieving the improved conditions to which I referrkd on
17 December last in supplementaries to Question 297, would Justify
any form of relief to the tenants of premlses in the neighbourhood of
King's Bastion.

SUPPLEMENTAR Y TO QUE TION NO 121 OF 1982

HON & J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, is the Minister in a position to state whether or not the
aural levels presently at King's Bastion Generating Station do in

fact form a substance of a nuisance, were it not for the legal protec»
tion Government would be resnon31ble for the removal of it?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

M Speaker, Sir, the only way I can answer that questlon because I
have not taken readings of aural levels but I have spoken to various
people in Xing's Bastion especially of late and they have found that
aural levels have decreased considerably. In fact, to such an extent
that they tske it almost as part of life and they reqlly feel the
levels have been reduced by as much as two-thirds of what they were
initially.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, my informatiocn from some of those who live in that area
is that it is still extensive. Would the Minister undertake to test
the aural levels for pollution at Xing's Bastion CGenerating Station?

HON DR R G VAIARINO:
Mr Speaker, Sir, if this is viable and practicable I shall do so.

MR SPEAKER: ' \

Next question;
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6o7.82
N0, 122 OF 1982 _ ORAL

THE HON ¢ T RESTANO

W111 Government state whether the two sets at the Waterport FPower

Station were commissioned orn the due dates ie 12th May and 19th
June, and 1f they were would Government explain Why the Station
is not now operating?

ANGWER
THE HON TH: MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, the House may recall that during the course of the
debate 'at budget time I reported that there had been some slipoage
on the contract and that the engines at Waterport Power Station were
not expected to be in seérvice until later on in the year. In fact I
sald that the anticipated time would be about September. The two
dates mentioned Iin the questlon refer’to the contractual dates but,
as is usually the case with contracts of this nature, which are based
on very tight programmes, some slippage 1s inevitable in the nature
of things. Contractors can be affected by such things as delays in
shipping and breakdowns in vessels, with conseqguent shortages of
meterials and difficulties with sources of supply.. Current reports
on progress at the site are quite favourable and 1t i1s expected that
the engines will be available within thlo revised tlme—tab]eo

SUPPLENE NTARY TO QUESTION WO, 122 OF 1982

HON ¢ T RESTANO:

Was there any penalty clause, Mr Speaker, in the contract with the
contractor? ,

HON DR R G VALARINO:

¢

Mr Speaker, Sir, there was_ a penalty clause included in the agreement
with the contractor.. However, a review of contractuval implications
cannot be undertaken until completion when contractors claims for
extension to contract time can be fully assesseds

HON G T RESTANO:

Can the Minister say what this is costing us? In not having those
sets commlscloned when they should have been commissioned?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, with all due respect, I thlnk that this question is
not within the ambit of the initial question. :

HON G T RESTANO:

Well, Mr Speaker, may I put it this way? The House was told that
the sets would be commissioned by a certain date. Now we are being
told that they will not be commissioned by that date, that they will
be commi851oned four months later « ¢ o o o
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MR SPEAXER:

I think in fairness to the Kinister, it is not now that you were
informed, you were informed ‘at Budget Time that there had been a
slippages :

HON G T RESTANO:

‘Well, he sald 80 nowe.

MR BPEAKER:

No, I think he has referred in his answer to the fact that he had
made it known to the House that there was a slippage at Budget
Time. ‘

HON G T RESTANO:

May I ask; Mr Speeker, now, whether the Department has had consulta-~
tions with the Union as to how the Station is golng to be run?

ME SPEAKER:

No, under no circumstances,

HON P J ISOLA:

Can I just ask, are the recent widespread power cuts that we had
due to the fact that this Station is not in operation? :

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, no, Sir. We Have had difficulties with at least two
major engines in King's Rastion North spart from that we are doing
regular maintenance of another two engines in Xing's Bastion North
and these are the reasons why we have had power cuts of late.

HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Minister asware, Mr Speaker, that 33 months have passed since
the Chief Minister stated in this House that we would have a 5 mega-
watt generator in operation within 18 months and is the position of .
the Minister thet he still cannot give us a date when this Power
Station will be fully operational?

HON DR R G VALARINO: N

Mf Speaker, Sir, in reply to the question by the Hon Mr Res?and, I
think the Hon Mr Isola begs the questions. I sald at the time of
the Budget debate and I still feel that the anticipated time would
be about September and this is, I feel, what the Hon Member asked.

’
e
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How » J ISOLA:
That means9 K¥r Speaker, that it will be 36 months almost to the

day since we were promised one in helf that time? Does he consider
that a satisfactory situation? :

HON DR R G VALARINO |

I feel that what is satisfactory is that the Government has taken
the decision to build a new Generating Stetion with adeguate
capacity and facility for the needs of Gibraltar and that the

Government has very much at heart the need of electricity in
Gibraltar as a wholee.

MR SPEAKE

Next question,
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’ : ) . ) . 6;7082
NO. 123 OF 1982 . - ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Does Government intend to enforce the City Fire Brigade and Fire
Services Ordinance-19?6v(No,l9 of 1976), amended in March by -
Government majority, whereby all private dwellings are required
to have Plre Extinguishers installed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTAER FOR BUYI“IPAL SIERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, Govewrnment intends to enforce the City Fire Brigade
and Fire Services Ordinance, as amended in March, 1982, once the
necessary Regulations have been made under the Ordinance.

SUPPIEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 123 OF 1982
HON G T RESTANO:

So that will mean that every prlvate dwelling will be reguired to
have fire extinguishers 1nstailea, is that correct and will it be
enforced? .

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the amendment to the Ordinance was an enabling
amendment Whlch empowered regulations to be made to réquire fire
Tighting equipment to be kent in private premises. The Regulations
are being drafted by the Attorney~General, Sir. What Mr Restano has
sald will obviously follow once the regulations are made.

HON G T RESTANO:

.

May I .know how the enforcement is to be ‘carried out?

HON ATTOREEY-GENERAL:

Can I Jjust clarify a point? The Regulations are with me for draftlng,
I cannot say I have started drafting them yet. They are on the .
legislative programme for drafting and I would have to look at the
matter again and come back to the Hon Member on the point he has just
ralised.

HON G T RESTANO:

On the enforcement, but does not the Minister know how?
N

HON ATTORNEY-~GENERAL:

T do think that is really, if you like, the nuts and bolts of the
details of the Regulations. Frankly, I am not at that stage and 1T
can look into it and come back but I think it is details rather
than the 'policy,.
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HOW G T RESBTANO:

What I want to know, Mr Speaker, is, are Government -officials going
to start entering premises of private people looking rowid? Is that
what we can expesct? ‘ . :

HON ATTORIEY ~GENIRAL:

With the Hon Member's indulgence I will- look iﬁto the matter and
report back to him.

HON P J ISOLA:

Does Government propose to make private tenants pay for that which
Government tenants receive free of charge? Silence. Does Govern-
ment not know whether it will make private tenants pay for that for
which Government tenants receive free of charge?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Spesker, Siv, if I remember rightly the Ordinance which was
amended in Warch made it ie cessary for landlords to instal fire
fighting equipment.

HON P J ISOLA:

That is not the case. I am sure the Hon and Learned Attorney-
General will confirm that 1s not the case. :

HON ATTORNEY ~GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, all T can say is the engbling powers of the Ordinance
allow for the charges to be laid at somebody's door, as 1t were.

We are at that stage, as I say. It now remains to draft the details
of the Regulations. I am just not in a position to give the answer
straight away but I can provide the information,

HON P J ISOLA: |
Can somebody then tell me whether the Government has yet decided as
a matter of policy that they will make a privaté tenant pay for that
for which a CGoverriment tenant does not pay? :

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

As I say, Mr Speaker, the Governmenf will wish to see the drafted
Regulations. No, I do not think they have decided that yet, they

want to see what officials bring forward by way of draft Regula-
tions before they decide thate. '
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, 6.7.82°
NO, 12l OF 1982 . ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

2

Can Government state the number of apprenticeships available in the
public sector this year, the number of applicants and what alterna-
tive employment or training it is pTannod to offer to unsuccessful
spplicants? :

ANSYWER

THE HON “bm MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, the number of apprenticeships being offered in the public
sector thls vear 1is 21.

102 applicants have sat the Apprentice~Enﬁry Exam, but it is not yet
known how many have been suocessfula

As was doné last year, 1t is intended to offer one year's basic
training in the construction trades, at Landport Training Centre,
to applicants who are successful in the examinstion but to whom it
is not possible to offer an apprenticeship.

With regard to employment for unsuccessful applicants for apprentice-
ships, the Youth and Careers Service of the Department of Education
will continue 1ts uncressing efforts with employers to find openings
in which youngsters can be placed. The very good work being done in
this respect is reflected in the number of registered unemployed
youths which stood at 110 in December, 1981, had been reduced to 29
at the end of May, 1982, and now stands at 53 In fact, during this
period 178 youngsters have been found employment.

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QU STION NO. 124 OF 1982
HON J BOSSANO:

My Speaker, is the Government then saying thet it is satisfied that
the provisions that 1t made last year for the basic training in the
construction trade have proved a success anq that therefore they do
not need to go beyond that? :

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI :

Mr Speaker, I think it is a bit early to say whether it has proved a
success because last year there was not any incentive at all and the
incentive was introduced much lat&r during the year. We hope to

gauge how successful it is this year now that the incentive is known
but the department has other plans in this connection for the training
of youngsters which T am not prepared to give here WJthouT first
consulting my colleague.

HON J BOSSANO:

This incehtive, Mr Speaker, that the Hon Member is talking about is
the payment of £10 a week while the people are undertaking the
training, is that correct?
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT
Yes, Mr Spesker.
HON J BOSSANO:

Does the Hinister not know that in fact in the United Xingdom it
1s common practice to pay school lesvers who are unemployed what

We would call in Gibraltar the non-householder rate of supplementary

benefits and that in fact it would be considered a ludicrously low
incentive to expect people to be interested in working for £10 a
week? Does he not think that this reflects the United Kingdom
position that I have just said?

HON KAJOR F J DELLIPTIANI

S8ir, I am trying to deal with this question as the finances of
Glbraltar stand, we have not got the resources that the United
Kingdom has. : '

HON J BOSSANO:

Does the Minister not accept that it is a Government responsibility .
to organise the economy of Gibraltar in such a way that there is
employment available for school leavers and that 1f the Government
is falling to do this, the responsibility of supporting them should
not fall on their parents once they have reached school leaving age?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

T think that is, Mr Speaker, with respect, out of the context of the
guestion. The question does not refer to the economy of Gibraltar.

HON J- BOSSAFO

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member has opened the guestion, surely, by
talking about the resources of Gibraltar, I have done it as a
supplementary in following the answer he has Jjust given me., I
would ask the Government whether in fact as a matter of policy,
as a matter of political philosophy, they accept that it is a
Government responsibility to provide education, training and
employment for people once they leave school? Is that the
rhilosophy to which they subscribe or not?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:.

May I intervene here and say that I am sure that all western
countries abide by philosophles that they cannot implement as
matters of Government. :

HON J BOSSAKNO:

Mr Speaker, the Hon and Learned Member must recognise that whether
it might be difficult in implementing the philosophy, the ph%losophy
is not there in the first place.. There is no hope of doigg-lt and 1
am trying to establish whether the Government is committed.to a
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programme of providing Jjobs for school leavers, hopefully for all
school leavers, but certainly that the objective of Government is

to organise the employment market in such a way that there are .
opportunities for elther Jjobs or training for people when they

leave school. Is that the objective of Government ‘or not?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The objective of Government must be to provide the best possible
services to all the community and we have not got a determined
philosophy on that, it is pure practical good government to provide
that if it is possible. The Hon Member is not unaware of quite a
number of other factors affecting the economy of Gibraltar which
has been taking the time of the Government and everybody concerned
of vital issues and which affect very seriously the economy before
the Government could commit itself to a policy like that. I share
the aim entirely, of course, we do, I share the aim that everybecdy
should have a proper place to live in and a proper place, I won't
say good cars because I think everyhody has one, but I ceriszinly
say that we share that but the objective is one thing and the
practical implementation is another, ‘

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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. ‘ 607082
NO, 125 OF 1982 - ORAL

THE HOH P J I50LA
Sir, will Government consider:-

a) negotiating with local banks 1in order to allow génsions to be
.- pald where appropriate by way of bankers orders

b) maklng use of the Key and Anchor premises for the rayment of
: pensions

and thus ameliorate the situation whereby rather large queues form
at the Departiment of ILabour and Social Security? -

ANSWER

THE HON THZ MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

¥r Speaker, with regard to (a), this is something to which attention
is being given. Arrangements are already in hand for the Department
of Labour and Social Security to have its own bank account. In due
course it is hoped to make a start on paylng at least some benefi-
ciaries by direct credit to their accecounts, with a view to reducing
the number of beneficiaries calling at the depavtment to receive
payment in cashe.

The second suggestion - ie making use of the Key and Anchor premises
for payment of pensioners = is also being considered.
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| 6.7.82
NO. 126 OF 1982 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state what is now tbe likely transfer date bi the
Gibraltar and Dockyard Technical College to the Gibraltar Govern-
ment?

ANSWER -

Th& HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND
IAPOUL AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, it is not possible to give a date for any transfer of
management for the Glbraltar and Dochyard Technical College from
WOD to Gibraltar Government.

There are several matters which need to be resolved before the
transfer can be effected. These include administrative arrange-
ments, transfer of buildings and land, running expenses and other
related factors which are still under consideration.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 126 OF 1982
HON J BOSSANO: |
Would I be correct, Mr Speaker, in déducing from that answer that
there is no likelihood of the transfer taking place then for the
" next academic year, the one starting in September?
HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

I can definitely say yes, that thera won t be a transfer in
September.

<

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Hon Member agree with me that it would be undesirable that
the transfer should take place in the middle of the year? That is
that the ideal transfer should be one that coincides with the opening
of a new acadenmic yesar for the reasons that he has. given about admi-
nistrative arrangements and so on. Does he agree that that is a
desirable objective? :

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:
Desirable yes, but if we can do it sooner and it coincides with a

term we would do it sooner.
N

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, in these negotiations is Government pressing for the
College to have access to the sea as hitherto?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT

T -am not aware because I am not involved in negotiations over land.
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HON A T LODDOw -

fr Speaker, if I could clear this matter up. I have been given to
understand that it is the intention to fence off the College from
the sea so that the College wilill not have direct access to the sea
on the side so could I ask the Minister in these negotiations to
ensure that the College will continue to enjoy the facilities it
has at present?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

Mr Speaker, I think this is a matter that will have to be looked
into in connection with the transfer of land.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, can 1 ask, who is agtually conducting these negétiations?
HON MAJOR B J DELLIPIANI;

The Attorney-General.

MR SPEAKER: -

Next question,
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6.7.82"
NO. 127 0 1982 ' - ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Will Government consider alteand the .system of grants for further
education this year to ensure that all school leavers who obtain
the minimum entrance reguirements to gualify for a statutory grant
in UK will be able to obtain a grant in September?

ANSNER

THE HON THE WINISTER FOR EDUCATION AKD
LAROUR AWD SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, ss I indicated in answer to a similar guestion in July,
1981, the Government does not propose to change present legislation
to enable any students who obtain the minimum entrance reguirements
for admission to an establishment of Higher Education in the UK to

be given a statutory grant in Gibraltar. At the present time the
Bducational Awards Reguldtions provide for minimum academic standards,
based on Advanced Level results of the General Certificate of Educa-
tion, for a mandatory award to be granted in Gibraltar to enable a
student to pursue a degree course in the UK. This system has been
working well for some years.

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QURSTION-NO, 127 OF 1982

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, that i1s a matter of judgement whether it has been working
well. Can J ask the Menmber whether he accepts that in fact the system
that he is so proud of gives less opportunity to school leavers in

Gibraltar than their equivalents in UK hgve to obtain higher education? .
Is this a fact or is it not a fact? '

“

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPTANT :

Mr Speaker, whether it is a fact or not a fact I am not going to
~change the regulations. Quite apart from the educational merits of
ensuring satisfactory academic standards before granting scholarships,
it should be noted that any change in policy along the Jine suggested
in the question will result in a significent increase in current
expenditure on scholarships and that all students gaining a place at
UnlveP51ty/OolyLechn¢c in the United Xingdom would then be given an
award. Tstablishments of higher education in the United Kingdom are
desnerate to recrulit students at the.present time and some
UniV8P81tLO%/“OlyteChniCS accept students with very minimum standards
in their Advanced Level examinations in order to boost in Government
figures to attract relevant grants from Unlversity Grants Committees
This results in mediocre standards in some cases and a high wastage
something which Gibraltar camnot afford in relation Lo the existing
Scholarshlp Fund.

HON J BOSSANO

Mr QPeaﬁer, is the Hon kember aware that that Jnvalld and fallacious
argument which has been used since 1973, has in fact been proved by
the performance of people that his department has considered mediocre

who have done brilliantly subsequently one -of whom was recently in
Gibraltsr and hosted a Civic Reception? Is he aware of that? At his
own expense, I may says
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HOW MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

Hr Spba&er, there 1s always the @kCGleon that breaks the rule.

.

FON J BOSEANO:

And then his philosophy as Winister for Hducation, ¥r Speaker, is,
thet he would rather squash the exception that breaks the rule and

‘deprive one brilliant Gibraltarian of an opportunity for further

education in order not to give possible opportunities to what he
considers to be mediocre students? Is that the position? Hr
Speaker, would the Hon Kember not agree that irrespective of the
fact that I have been raising this every year and I intend to do
so for as many years as I am in the Fouse, the increasing
difficulties ¢ o o o «

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

On that side

HON J BOSSANO:

On this 1&@, ves, when I an over there I will do it myself. I hope
that it won't reqguire my having to be over there to get it done, Kr
Speaker. Would he not agree that the difficulties that we are
facing in the enmployment market enhance the attractions of Dbeing
able to give more people the oogor tunity to go and study abroad and
possibly find employmont abroad with better qualifications? Does
he not agree that that is a factor new in Gibraltar because we are
facing increasing unemQIOJmant, which enhances the attraction of
the system I have been urging him to adopt for eight years?

(o>l

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, I do not .agree.

¥R SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.7.82
NQ. 128 OF 1982 - ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Further to Question 300 of 1981 will Government make a statement
regarding theilr alternative plans for re-habilitation?

! HOWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND
LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, the purpose of the training and treatment of convicted
prisoners shall be to ‘encourage and assist them to lead a good and
useful life. These are the objectives of the British Penal oysbem
which we follows

The present regime in our Prison is geared to try to achieve these
objectives. I say 'try to achieve' because the final rechabilitation
of a convicted prisoner is a very long term matter which is
cinfluenced by a whole spectrum of socio-economic factors.

The training of prisoners is encompassed in a programme of work and
learning. Work involves & steady flow of labour, both intra and
extra mural. Currently inmates are performing work for the Public
Works Department in the form of clearing areas in the Upper Rock
normally used by picnickers, as well, as two cemeteries. They have
also removed overgrown foliage and white-washed road ke:cfb»-stones0
This work is of a recurrent nature.

In the very nesr future inmates will be trained in four basic con-

- struction trades, that is, carpentry, plumbing, bricklaying and
painting. A Prison Officer has undergone training both locally and
in the United Kingdom snd is now virtually ready to commence the
training programme. .

4

On the aspect of treatmgnt of inmates, the regime caters for i
different classifications which the inmate attains through good - :
industry and behaviour. 1981 saw the introduction of a Spccial !
Wing to which all prisoners who have served over a year in Prison :
and who are considered by the Superintendent .to be of good behaviour
are eligible and may enjoy extra privileges.

Physical education also forms part of the regime and inmates attend ~
the Garrison Gymnasium twice weekly. There are plans for them to
attend the Nuffield Swimming Pool during the summer season where

they will be taught how to swim and also life-saving. The Govern-

ment is considering embarking on the creation of facilities for
physical education within the precincts of the Prisone.

As can be seen from the above the Prison regime is strictly geared
to the rehabilitation of the offender., Alternatives to the current
rehabilitation programme will be carefully considered and put into
“effect once other penal systems develop new ones.
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of sccommodation to be provided for convicted and remand
prisoners. Once facilities are improved within the detention
area of ths Prison the question of up-dating the privileges of
remand prisoners may be looked into., The ones currently in force
are guite adequate. .

It is now known that no funds will be.provided by 0DA to construct

a new Prison. The Government have appointed sn Ad Hoc Committee
which is loocking into the guestion of producing feasible plans to
improve the existing facilities. The Committee has met on a number
of occasions and has already studied drawings submitted by the
architects. They have also discussed proposals put in by the

Prison Council, the Chairman of the Prison Board and the Superinten-
dent. These proposals are currently being studied.

SUPPLAMETTARY T0 QUESTION X0, 128 OF 1962
HON A& J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, in answer to guestion No 300 of 1981 I was told that:
"If the aid submission failed, consideration would be given to the
implementation of alternative plans for rehabilitation of the
existing facility". I took that to mean that these alternative
plans aelready existed, If they do exist, what are they?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI :

Alternative plan. I have just given you the answer. The funds are
not there, we are now discussing it. :

HON A J HAYNES:

But there are no alternative plans. They have now appointed an Ad
joc Committee, am I correct to think that there were no alternative
plans-in existence, they are now being put forward? Is that a
correct assumption?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

The correct assumption is that we needed a new Prison, ODA have not
given us the money and we have a Committee, it is about six mopths
old I reckon, which has been studying .different plans and drawings
and evidence from different people as to how to make the best use
of the present Prison with certain modifilcations which will be, we
hope, cost effedtive in terms of the end projecte.

HON A J HAYNES:

%
Mr Speaker, in my question I ssked at one stage: “"what are the
alternative plans for rehabilitation that the Minister referred to
in his snswer as a proviso if and when ODA is not granted?®' I was
told: "“8ir, I am not prepared to disclose them at this stage of
the proceedings'". What are they? Do they exist or don't they?

’,

e

-
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HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANT:

T have just said it in my last paragraph. There is a Committee
- looking into it. v __— ,

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, I am afraid that does not answer ny question.

HR SPEAKER:

I think the answer lis 1t is being considered and in due course you
will be {told, '

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, am I correct in assuming that the answers to Question
No. 300 were misleasding?

¢

I completely and utterly agree with you, you are no further than you
were then but I do not think that. Governmont is in a position now to
L611 you what you want,

HON A J HAYNES:

Am I correct, Mr Speaker, in assuming that in answer to Question
No. 300 in Decenmber of last year I was lead to believe that these
plans existed and for some reason or other I was not being told and
ow I am being told they are now going to be made up? There was
nothing in existence in the time of the question® '

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT s

+

Mr Speaker, I mentioned it. We have the plans which the Committee
1s studying, there are a number of optlons and we are studying
which is the best optilon. :

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.7.82.
NO, 129 O 198 : ORAL

Sir, can Government state whether there is .a limit imposed administra-
tively on the number of taxi licences that can be issued ‘and if so
whether this limlt is in fact fu1ly taken up?

A:{\ sJ ¥ ‘]E

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Kr Speaker, Sir, the limit imposed administratively is 112 taxi
licences, all of which are at present taken up. The Transport
Commission will review the situation as and when circumstances
arise. '

SUPPLENENTARY TO QU“%TION NO. 129 oF 1982

HON P J ISOILA:
Mr Speaker, am I wrong in thinking thet in fact there were 115 taxi

licences at one time? There are now 112 and there are %, in fact,
that are not taken up. :

HON H J ZAMMITT:

According to my information, Mr Speaker, I am informed that all the
licences of 112 are at present taken up.

MR SPEAKER:

You are being asked whether the number is 115,

HON H J ZANMMITT: .

I do not know, the information I am giveh is that it is 112 all of
which are taken up. I am not aware that there were 115 and there
.are 3 not tzken up.

HON P J ISOLA:

Can I ask the Ministér to inguire with regard to one particular
licence that was taken away because the taxi driver concerned was
convicted in the United Kingdom, I believe, in relation to a drugs
offence? Has thet licence been given to somebody else?

HON H J ZAMBITT
T am afraid I am not aware of* that, Mr Speaker, but if the Hon Member

will aliow me I will lnqulre into that and I will let him know, but I
am not aware.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Mr bpeaﬁer, my recollection is that there Were 315 nevey 115 and, in.

fact, I think he is right in the question of one having been lost by
those circumstances, whether it has been given or not I do not know.
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HON P J IS0LA: -

Could I ask the Minister, 8ir, to ingulre intc that and possidbly
suggest to the Transport Commission, they might consider granting
irf, in fact, the limit was 115 they might consider granting the
licences that are not taken up to people who apparently have been
victimised by taxi owners for having had the temerity to apply Ffor
a texl licence for themselves?

HON H J ZANMITT:
I will certeinly inguire, Hr Spesker. The essence of the question,

al
of course, did not lead me to suspect that the Hon Hember was after
any information but I will certainly look into it,

HON P J ISOIA:

ir Spesker, will the Minister, if that is so, and the reason I asked
the question was really to find out whether in fact there were more
licences that have not been issued hut were agvailable and to ask the
Government to move on whet appears to me to be occurring in that
area of unfair treatment of people whose livelihood is the driving
of a texiy ' '

HON H J ZAMMITT: B

T will certainly look into it, Sir.

MR SPREAKER:

Next question.
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‘ ‘6@37@82
NO. 130 _OF 1982 - © " ORAL

THE HON A T TODDO

Mr Speaker, will Government legalise Citizen's Band on similar
lines to the UK? ‘ . »

ANSRSR

THE HON THE MINISTIER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

kr Spesker, 8ir, the Wireless Officer has been in correspondence
with the reJevant guthorities in the United Kingdom and is currently
studying tho implications of introducing Citizen's Band Radio in
Gibraltar, hcn this study has been completed the matter will be
submltted to the Government for consideration.

SUPPLEMENTA RY TO QUESTION WO, 130 OF 1982

HON MAJOR R J PZ lIZA

Mr Speaker, does the Minister have any idea of when that will be?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

When we get a reply from our investigations'in the UK, Sir.

HOW MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Which is, six months, six years?

HON H J ZANMITT:

Well, it depends how rapidly UK react, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.7.82.
NO, 131 O 1982 - : ORAL

THE FON A T LODDO

lr Speaker, will Government consider as an incentive for day trippers
coming from Tangler negotiating with the operators of services bhetween
Tangier and Gibraltar a reduction of £10 in the return fare foér day
trippers from Tangler and give some assistance in order to achieve
this? ' ' .

ANSWER

THR HON THZ MINISTSR FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Mr -Speaker, Sir, in the light of the'continuationfof a closed frontier
situation Government will consider what measures, if any, can be taken
to further assist the Tourist industry.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 131 OF 1982
HOW KAJOR R J PRLIZA: |

Sir, from this particular question of encouraging people to come over
from the other side of the Stralts because . the fare is more
attractive, will the Minister address himself to that particular
question?

- HOW H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, there already exists reductlon for day excursionists within
the Bland Group of companies both on the Viscount and on the Mons Calpe
for day excursionists in groups. The Hon lMember may have noticed that
only yesterday, I think it was, there was an article in the Chronicle
whereby Trans Tour had reduced the fare from £20 to £13 for day
excursionists. A move 1s being made in that direction. This has been
mooted before, this particular direct subsidy bult one has to be very
careful and we are warnied of being careful in the manner, if cver we
were to do this, in not subsidising foreign operators so one would

have to be very, very careful how one would heve to do this. It is a
matter which we certainly will look at, Mr Speaker. We have looked

at 1t in the past, I am afrald, we were not at all very encouraged by
the reports we received from the people affecteds

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, may I ask the Minister, having regard to the rather
serious situation brought about by over-stocking and other matters,
doesn't the Minister recognise the need to take some urgent measures,
this is one of them, to stimulate people coming into Gibraltar on a
daily basls during the present.tourist year?

%

MR SPEAKER:

"I think you are @re~empting the next guestion, With due respect, let
us wat for the next question.

s
s
-

66 -



T 6.7.82
0. 132 o® 1982 - . ORAL

o

THE HON A T TODDO

M upeaxer? will Government implement short term measures to
stimulate trade 1n Gibraltar during this summer and in this
connectlon will they launch a summer campaign to attract visitors
fr

om Korocco during July and August?

ANSWER

THE HON THE EINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Tourist O £fice will continue with its sales
visits to Tangier, which are carried out regularly, and will look
into the possibility of launching an additional short-term
advertising campalgn for this summer.

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QUASTION NO. 132 OF 1982 :
CHON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I wanted to say because as it was 1in connection with ths
- other questlon, having regard to the urgent need to do that, does
not the Kinister think that something dramatlc like = reductlon, a
good reduction in daytrippers' fares from Tangier, Morocco would do
the trick? : :

HON H J ZAMMITT:

As I said, Mr Speaker, in the context of my general answer to the
previous guestion, I bhink it has already been done., As I sald,-
Bland heve a reduced fare for groups and we found that Trans Tour
only yesterdsy came out with s reduced fare of £13 return for day-
shoppers and may I say also that the shonbnng time extended from

9 in the morning until 6.30 in the evening as opposed to the midday
until b4 o'clock, So something is being done, Sir.

HON P J ISOIA:

May I just ask that on that, isn't there a néed 0 encourage
individuals rather than groups because- the group trips do they not
get involved mainly in Rock Tours?

HON H J ZAMMITT :

I do not think from Morocco, Mr Speaker, not the Moroccan and I say
that as a nationality, not the Moroccan, the Moroccan is known to
come here and purchase. Possibly so in the case of Germans or
Americans who could well be in Tangier, possibly so but the
Mioroccans 1f they came in groups' and Lhey can easily achmeve a
group not with much difficully.

HON MAJOR R J PRLIZA:

Can the Minister think of other measures that mlght be taken to
encourage people to come over, not Just cheaper fares? Has there

been a special campaign conducted to attract them over perhaps in
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conjunction with the traders who are supposed to have over stocked
themselves? In conjunction with them, forms of sales and things
like that to make them come especially for the purchases? Has

anything in that respect been dones by the Minister¢ .

HOW H J ZAMMITT:

Kr Spesker, the Tourdist Office has in the past been going over to
Tangier and runiing campaigns in conjunction with tour operators
and travel agents. I agree we should pep it up this year for

obvious reasons, we should try and stimulate further traffic- to

Gibrg}tay and we are doing that. As I sald in answer to my question
we will be going as far down as Rabat and the like and advertising
in the Journal de Tangier, '

HON MAJOR R J PRLIZA:

Mr Speaker, bearing in mind that there 1% urgency about this because
summer is half way through now you might say, by the time you start
the campaign, would he perhzps contact those traders who are over-—
stocked and in conjunction with them, suggest that perhaps in
advertising which also advertises 'sale', a major sale in Gibraltar
would atbract them? '

HON H J ZANMITT: -

Sir, I should report that only yesterday we did hold a meeting with
the Chamber of Commerce. There seems to be very good working
relationships with the Charber of Commenrce to try and attract as
much tourism as possible to Gibraltar not only frcm Tangier.

HON P J ISOIA:

Let me labour on that positions I may be very ignorant on this but,
as I understand a group travel fare as s¢ld by, for example, one of
the operstors Bland, does that not include in the price a Rock Tour

and a meal?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

o, not necessarily. You can get a group travel that would give
you lunch, for arguments sake at the Rock Hotel, and a Rock Tour
but you do get a shopping tour to Gibralitsre. '

HON P J ISOLa:”

Isn't it desirable to encourage the individual reduction in fares?

This is what I am getting ats
N

CHON H J ZAMKITT:

Possibly so.

MR SPEAK@R:

No, we are beginning to .debate, with due respect. Next question.
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N0, 1%3 OF 1982 . |  ORAL

THE HON' A T LODDO

Mo Speaker, will Govefnment make 1mmed1ate provisions for trolleys
at the Arrival Hall of the New Air Terminal which are clearly
required for the convenience of passengers and especially elderly
persons or alternatively provide a porterage service? :

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Mr Speaker, Sir, fifty baggage trolleys for the Air Terminal were
offered free of charge by two locsl firms and this was agreed to
in April. They are expected to arrive in the very near future.
In the meantime, as much assistance as possible is being glven to
the elderly and handicapped passangers.

SUPPLAMENTARY TO QHE Y LION WO, 133 OF 1982

HON 4 T LODDO:

Vir Speaker, if there 1is no, porterade service how is thls assxstance
being ozferea to eldﬂrly person

HON H J. ZAMMITT :

Mr Speaker, the Tourist OFfice has two men permanently at the Alm .
Terminal and whenever any elderly person is seen, assistance is
prov1aed by the Tourist Offlce or may I say s equally by Blands.

HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, whatever Bland do is entlrely up to them, what the
Government does is what concerns us here. Are these two men
employed by the Tourist O0ffice not in fact in charge of the doors
so that people do not go into the Arrival Hall instead of out and
if they are at the door, as I always see them, how on earth can
they help people with their baggage?

HOW H J ZAMMITT:

I am not aware that the two Tourist Office men are at the door to
stop people going in. The system now works completely different as
it was working only a month ago. -%We have a senior Tourist O0ffice

official there now, the moment somebody is seen with a certain age,.

of course, assistance is as far as possible provided but we will be
having the trolleys, I hope very, very quickly.

kY

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, it is not just a question of age, there are people who
are really incapacitated who, obviously the 1nd1v1aua1 there who is
vaid by the Government cannot « o o o o

MR SPZAKEH:

Let-us ask questions, we are debating.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: - -

Kr Speaker, wouldn't it be a good idea to have a notice there,
somewhere, indicating that people who are incavacitated for one
reason or another of being able to handle their own luggage can
call at the counter and get assistance? Wouldn't that be a good
idea? ' : ' i

HON H J ZAMWITD:
"It is possible, I will think of that, Mr Speaker.
HON A J BAYNES:

Would the Minister also consider providing a large trolley or
as

HON H J ZANMITT:
Where from?%
CHON A J HAYNES:

From the point where the baggage is received to the exit at the
door, as an interim measure? : ’

MR SPEAKER:

We are getting into detailé. Next questione.
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N0, 13L OF 1982 - . ORAL

THE HOI A J HVAYNES

@ j' (G

s, Will Government release the figure of applicants on,the
Waiting List as at 28/6/82 giving the number in respect of the
various categories le four rooms, three roomsfy

i

LI HoW A

Kr Speaker, Sir, the totel number of applicants on the Waltin,
1list as at 28 June, 1982, is 1808, made up as follows:-

D

[oCeeyent

168 L19 678 176 60 7
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HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government state how mery 'social cases' have been
granted accommodation in the last six months and how many aporoved
‘°ocia7 cases' are now wailting to be granted accommodation and will

Government give a list of LLP buildings Wlere accomnodqtlon has been
granted?

ANSWER ' )
FRZ A RAEEES,

THE HON “HE MINTISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

P

o

i T
4

o =

I eaker, Sir, twenty soclal cases were accommodated in pre-war
ccommocatlion as recommended by the Housing Advisory Committee
during the last six months as follows:=-

7 at Red Ensign House

'___g

at 15 Town Range>

at 39/41 Town Range

at North Gorge Hostel

at 2/8 Road to the Lines
at 23/25 Willis's. Passage
at 37 Castle Ramp

at L4/12 Lopez's Ramp

at 3/5 Demaya's Ramp

NN

o O

at 6/1 Parody's ! a°sage

e

at 2 KcPhail's Passage

There are at present fifty-one social cases waiting to be offered

pre~war accommodation, “following the reconmenaatlons of the Housing
Advisory Comnmittee.
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, .  6.7.82

Q. 1%6 OF 1982 | ORATL

il HOW A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government consider publishing a list of applitants who
are granted acconmodation at new or modernised premises giving
their pointage? :

THE HOM THS MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND SPORT

Yes, 8ir, but only in those cases where accommodation has been
actually allocated on points,

SUPPLEMENTARY TQ QUESTION WO, 136 OF 1982

HOW A J HAYNES:

Can the Minister explain?

HOW H J ZAVMITT ¢

We cammotlt obviocusly give points out in the case of medicel category
or reallocation after decanting, Government guarters or exchanges.

HON A J HAYNES:

Can the Minister then not give the pointage in those cases.but
beside the names of the lucky or successful applicant put modlcal
category, Government quarter, to give an indication?

HOH H J ZAMMITT :

No, Mr Speaker, I am afraid I have had this question in this House
many times before, there is opposition to the publicising of
people's illnesses or ailments and there is strong oppositlon to
such a list being provided of people who do not want to ma&e known
their serious 1llnesses.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, I do not think it is giving away an illness to say
Government quarter.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

& Government quarter, I agree to that.
ok

HON A J HAYKES:

In other words, you are going to give the pointage or the basis of
the successful application in all cases except for medical category?
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HON H J ZAKET r:‘.}_‘ . ’ ~

Well, or exchanges. It would be futile. There would not b-
proints in the queqtlon of exchanges 1f people want to exchange
with each othsr. There would be no pointage at all so you cou]d
not give a pointage as the guestion is phrased.

To clarify the position, Mr Speaker. A list will e published
giving the pointage of the successful qnpilcht stating in the
case where a Covernment qguarter has been allocated that it is a
Government guarter and nissing only the cases where exchanges
have resulted in a new house and the medical category. All other
cases will be listed as such, including social cases, Family Csre
Unit Report cases?

HOW I J ZAMKITT:

Well, social cases will not be in post-war accommodation, it would
be 1n pre-war accommodation.

MR SPRAKER

Next questions _ -

74 -



. ) : | . 6@:7&82

NO. 1%7 CF 1982 " ORAL

THE HON & J HAYNES

Sir, 1s Gov evpmenf aware of the living conditions at 15 Town Range
and will Government stete whether they propose to 'effect any repairs
therein in the period of this financisl year?

A{\')-.L:‘S :ﬁl e l¢

THE BON 3% MINISTER FOR T %WMGAN)$WW’

Mr Speaker, Government is aware of the living conditions at 15 Town
Range and some work is currently in hand. uhls involves the repair
of a celling in an empty flat and floorboards to another flat, The
pdrapet to the Fflat roofs are being repaired as well as a number of
cracks in the walls in the external areas. During the course of the
year further repalrs will be effected to the flat roof of the
building.

SUF?L‘(E“TAAY rr’O QUESTION WO, 137 OF.1982

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, is Government intending to introduce water meters or any
other repairs other than the ones listed?

HOW H J ZAWMITT:

Yes, Mr Speaker, we intend to put water meters into the individual
~cubicless R :

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione.
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6:7.82°
NO. 1%8 OF 1982 ORAL

THE ”OF A T TODDO

Mr Speaker, can the Minlster say hhethcr the surfacing work on
Tank Ramp has now been completed?

AQ% HR

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC VORXS

gir, the final road surfacing at Tank Ramp is about 75% complete
and will be finished once the backlog of urgent road repairs has
been carried out. The PWD asphalt plant has been working at full
capacity for several months on works connected with the anLlCloaLed
re-opening of the frontier, together with playgrounds, access roads
and. car parks at the new Girls' Comprekhensive School and at St
Jago's Housing site.

SUPPLEMENTARY 10 @UE STION NO.. 138 0o 1982
HON & T LODDO:

lir Speaker, is the Minister prepared to give us yet another
completion date for Tank Ramp? :

HON M K FRATHERSTONE:

I can only say, Sir, that it was not considered that Tank Ramp was
so urgent that other Jobs which we con51dewed should have greater
_prlorlty should be put back,

HON A T LODDO:-

Mr Speaker, I have been in this Houae now just over two years and
I keep getting jogged off with these answers. Can the Minister
give us yet another completion date? I$§ he in a position to give
us a completion date at any time?

HON M K FEATHERSTONER:
I would hope, Sir, by the next meeting of the House if the Hon

Member wishes to ask has it been completed I will be able to say
yes, Sir.
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6.7.82
NO., 159 OF 1982 - ORAL

Thﬁ HOM A J BEAYNES

Gir, will Governmcnt state the pO°LtL0n as regards moderpisation
and/or repairs of Hargrave's Parade in the light of the Hinister's
statement during the ezdn1natlon of estlmateb at the Budget meeting
o; 1989?

'{\TS’ II'T’\

THE FON THE MINIS IER _FOR PUBLIC WORKS

8ir, all drawings for the provision of 17 klt¢ﬂens and bathrooms
are 95% complete. Bills of Quantities or Schedule of Rates will:
then proceed, with tender invitation following, dependent on
availlability of Ffunds.

SUPRIAMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 1359 OF 1982

HON A J HAYNES

My hpeaker, as 1 understood at the Budget I was informed that this
would be done this year. Is this still the proposal of Government?

HON M K‘ﬁEATﬂ ERSTONE:
Dependlng on the availablility of funds I Would say yes, Sir. It is

hoped that we will have the funds thils year, I cannot promlse
definitelye.

HON A J HAYNES:

Does that mean that this year work will commence to completeiy
modernise Hargrave's Pafade?

HON M XK FEATHERSTONE:
Sir, if we get the funds we will provide each of the flats with a

new kitchen and bathroom self contained in the flat itself;, it may .
not be complete modernisation but iﬁ will be a very great improvement.

HON A J HAYNES:

-When willlthe Minister know whether or not funds will be made
available? _ . .

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: |
I_should think later in the year, Sir.
HON A J HAYNES:

When, Mr Speaker?

HON 1 ¥ FEATHERSTONE:

As 1 said, later in the year, when we see how our funds are.
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| L 6.7.82
NO.. 140 OF 1982 - ORAT

THE HON A T T.ODDO

Mr Speaker, what are GoveWﬁmenL s plans for the re~prov1810n1ng of
the four tennis courts demoia shed at USOC to make a coach park?

ANSWER

THE "HON THE MINISTER “Oq DU;LTC ”OR{S

‘Bir, Government has no plans for the remyrov131on1ng of these fouxr
tennis courts. The land was made available by MOD as it was surplus
to their recreational reqguirements. It should slso be noted that
the courts.had remained unused for aboubt a year.

Once the area has been resurfaced, the slte will be used as a car

park. It will be particularly useful in view of the proposed
redestrianisation of Main Street.

SUPPLENMENTARY TO'QUESTION KO. 140 OF 1982

HON A T LODDO:

ir Speaker, does not the Government agree that the reason why tennis
courts remained unused was because the Naval authorities refused to
allow people to use them? Does not the Government also agree that
there 1s a need for more tennis courts in Gibraltar for the use of
the civilian population? Would they be prepared to reprovide. 11 not
the four tennis courts at least two? :

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

8ir, Government is not responulbie for the ‘decisions made bv the MOD
with regard to land which was at that time in their possession. I
would accept that there is a need for more temnis courts as there is
a need for many more sporting facillities and I do believe that per-
- haps in the future it may be possible to provide some tennis courts
at the Victoria Stadium. However, there is also a need, I am sure
the Hon Member will accept, for car parking and should the frontier
open there will be a need in this area for coach parking so that to
revert back to tennis courts would not be really a very good idesa.

HON‘A T LODDO:

My Speaker, whilst accepting that it would not bhe nractlcal to revert
the USOC to tennis courts, my question is PeDPOVldiﬂg or reprovi-
sioning these tennis courts elsewhe;e?

HON M X FBATHZIRSTONE: .

I think, Sir, that the agreement with HOD initially had heen
consideflng the taking over of the hockey pitch which did call for
reprovision but I do not think there was a need for reprovision of
the tennis courts eloewhereo .

s

R4
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NO. 1Ll OF 1982 ORAL

CTHE FOR P J TSOLA

In view of the fac that the frontier is not to open. doés Govern-
ment propose to go ahead with its plans for pedestrianisation of
Kain Street and if so will Government COﬂuldef making exceptions
in Peapecu of:-

a) hotelo in the pedestrianisation areas

b) aged, sick and infirm people living within the
pedestrianisation areas?

1:‘ qu;l Vi "J.t{

THE HON_THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

8ir, Government would like to go ahead with its plans for the
peaeotrlanlsatlon of Wain Street (and all the side streets included
in the proposals), as well as the Cornwall's Parade developmeni as
vart of its programme to improve the tourist product.

Government is currently studying representations made by individuals
and Associations in wvesponse to the proposals presented to the
general public at the exhibition that was staged at the John
Mackintosh Hall during the second week of May, 1982. 'The proposed
exceptions referred to in the question are included in this study.

A reply is still awaited on the project épplication made to ODA,
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6.7.82.
NQ...1h? OF 1982 ORAL

THE HON A T TODDO

Mr Speaker, was permission given to the Contractor carnwing out
the modernisation of properties in Road to the Lines, to duump
rubble and other waste bullalnb materlala over the’ old Koorish
.C stio walls and into King's Lines?

Ah [} !E‘J.L\.

THE HON THE MINLSTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, some tipping of rubble has been allowed in ordef to level a
plece of ground. The ground will be tidied and landscaped by the
Contractor upon completion of the works.

Viaste bullding materials are either burnt or carted away.

SUPPLEMENTARY. TO QUESTION NO. 1h2 OF 1982

HOW A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, I cannot agree with the ¥inister. Has the Minister
been up there to see? There are several tons of rubble which
have almost buried the walls and which, I can assure the Minister,
are a danger to those walls which could collapse under the weight.
This rubble extends now onto King's Lines. Is the Minister aware
of this? Has the Minlster been to see this?

HON M K FEATHERSTONS:
I have not been'up there for some time, Sir, I am very interested
in the Hon Member's interest in this. I will send somebody up to

check into it straight away and I will go myself at the same time
and have a look at it. }

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Spéakér, if the Minister would 1like me to go with him I would
be only too pleased to go alonge -

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

- Very kind of you.
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6.7.82
NO. 143 OF 1982 | ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government confirm that it is no longer willing to fulfll the
commitment given to tenants of Tankerville House that their’
balconies woula be replaced by new oneu?

ANS:'“‘
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

3ir, Government is looking 1nto the representations made by the
tenants of Tankerville House, in respect of a solution to the
problem of the balconies.

. SUPPLEMANTARY TO OUL%TION"hoe 143 OF 1982

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr fpeaker, has Government not in fact already informed the tenants
that it i1s not in a position to replace the balconies and is it not
a fact that the Government had made arrangements for employees of
the Public Works Department to remove the belconieu?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

S8ir, there 1s a certain amount of doubt insofar as whether Govern-

~ ment mede a commitment to the tenants to replace their balconies.

Kven 1f such a commitment had been made, Government must always be

~ in a position to have a re~think on the matter considering, firstly,
‘the.cost of such a commitment if it had been made, and secondly, the

practicallty of the situations The situation actually was that

Government was going to commence the removal of the balconies but

since the tenants made, representations this work has been put off

until we can come to some solution of the problem,

HON J BOSSAWO:

So am I right, Mr Speaker, in inferring from that answer that the
position of the Government is that they still have an open mxnd on
the subject? _

HON M X FEATHZRSTONE:

I have been chivied by my Hon Colleague here to give g reply of

"Yes Minister! - yes and no. The basic situation, Sir, is that if
we were to replace the balconies the cost would be almost prohibi~
tive, If we were to remove the balconies it would be very much
cheaper. As I have saild,- the situation is still being discussed
with the tenants who, I would comment, have had this balcony area

. rent free completely. I would not like to commlt CGovernment one

way or the other at the moment. We still have, to some extent, an
open mind although we would ba81ca11y prefer to remove the balconies
as such°

’/
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HON J BOSSARO:

Mr Speaker, but in fact, 1f I just take ths point, T welcome not
the "yes and no' but the intimation that a final decision hss not
been taken. In fact, it is no fault of the tenant that the
balcenies have been rent free because in fact it is CGovernment
policy, is it not, not to charge for the space of balconies in
any ¥Housing rEstate? '

CHON KM X FRATHARSTONE:: ‘

Yes, that was so on the condition they were not 1lliving areas but
in certain instances the balconies had been converted into living
arvea and the people had bheen aveiling themselves of this facility
rent free. There 1s the possibility that has been put to the
~tenants for thelr consideration and they have not yet replied that
if they were to accept that the balcony area might be a rentable
area then perhaps Govermment might replace the balconies.

YO J BOSSBAKG:

Is it not a fzect, Nr Speaker, thet in the case of the work that
was done on the Tower Blocks, on the six flats that were treated
by Government in order to alleviate the dampness as a trisl thing,
the areas enclosing the balconies were included in the rentsbhle
area? .

BON M X FRATHTERBTOND ¢

Yes, I think they were included.

HOK J BOSSANO:

Isn't this in fact thé only case where the balconies are, in fact,
considered to be part of the tenancy?

HON ¥ K FRATHERSTONE: '
Since the application of rents to properties is not specifically
my department I am not really sure of my ground on this,

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, how is it that the balconies have been allowed to get

into the condition that they either have to be replaced or removed?
Has this been due to lack of repair and maintenance by the Govern-

ment department over the years?

AN

HON M K FRATHERSTONE:

No, I think it is a basic, I would not say fault in cons@ruc@ion,
the construction is such that the balconies have not resisted the
wear of time. They are now about thirty years old and they are
deteriorating very considerably. ‘
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6.7.82
NO... Il OF 1982 ' ’ . ORATL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Does the Government have a programme for exterior repainting of
Crown Propertlies, including CGovernment Housing, and if so which
Properties have been repainted during the last six months and
which are to be repainted during the next six months?

ANSWER

Svtehee

THS HOW THS MINTSTER POR PUBLIC WORKS

Yes, Sir, Government does have a programme for the external repainting
of Crown Properties., Progress on the programme is however subject to
demands for internal painting by Housing and other departments.

The followling properties were painted during the last six months:

a. Willis's House (Block of 20 flats)

b. 27 Scud Hill '

ce Supreme Court Balliff's Quarters

d. St Bernard's Hospital, Children's Ward
€. Mackintosh Hall, Front Elevation

f. The Plazza at John Mackintosh Squaré

3. Bishop Healy Home .

h. Montagu Pavilion :

1. Changing Room facilities and walls ati~

Little Bay
Camp Bay -
- Bastern Beach
Catalan. Bay .
Sandy Bay

j; Four Corners Customs and new Car. Park walls

k. St Peter's School ‘ '

l. The Public Markets

me Woodlands, Buena Vista Road
The following Pproperties are scheduled to be painted during the
next six months: .

8. Mackillan House (Block of 18 flats)

b. Bayside Comprehensive School

c. PFaulknor House (Block of 24 flats)

d. Forrester House (Block of 12 flats)

e. Sheffield House (Block of 2l flats)

f. The Haven

g. Heathfield House :

h. .2 Baca's Passage (Block of 2l flats)
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SUPPLHEHN ’V TO OUQC”ION AOD bl OF 1982

HON G T RESTANC:

Mr Speaker, I notice that none. of the large bullding estates ‘scaenm
to have called the attention of the department in this area. Is
~there any programme for, for ezawgle, Humphreys, the Moorish Castle
E&tﬁte belng repainted?

-HON M K FRATHERSTONE:
They will come into the general programme as we go along. As far

as my memory recalls I think a certain amount of Humphreys was
actually painted last year.s

HOH G T RUSTAN
What about, for example, Laguna Estate?

.

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

Well, I think, ¥aulknor House, Forrester House and Sheffield House
are at Laguna and we will gradually work round the whole Estate.

HON G T REBTANO:

Those are three,

MR SPBAKER:

We are not going to go into details. I -think they intend to do
thluo ’ * .

HON G T RESTANO:

Thaet is precisely what I was going to ask, Nr Speaker.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, the schedule in due course shbuld cover all the properties‘in
Gibraltar,

HON G RESTﬁNO'

How 1ong c¢oes 1t take for all the properties of Government to be
repainted?

HON M X FRATHERSTONE:

.Since'normally we try to paint properties once every 15 years or so
I should say it is a 15 year schedule,
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HOW G T RESTANO: o

Certein private 1andlo:€d.u are required by law to paint the facade.
If not they are subject to fines and being taken to Court. Would
Government say whether they too are restricted to a 15 year period
of repainting? ' : :

HON M XK FBATHERSTONE:
. I think in most instances where a Section 23 Notice has actually
been sent to a private landlord, the property in guestion has not

been painted, to my knowledge in many instances, for HO to 50 years
and in the majority of instances 20 to 25 years.

HON G T REGTANO:

Mr Speaker, I would concur entirely with these summonses to he issued
where properties have not been repainted for such a long time but if-
the Government programme is once every 15 years would the Government

not agree that prlvate gwellings should also be subject to the same
time schedule of 15 years? .

HON M XK FEATHERSTONE

One would hope that one could give the private landlord g 15 year
period assuming that there was not - any abnormal dlilapidation of the
property but if something abnormal should occur then, of course, it
is possible a Section 23 Notice might be issued earlier but as I

have said the notices that have been given have been on properties
which have not been dealt with for a very loag time.

HON &G T RESTANO:
The other guestion I'wanted to ask, Mp Speaker; is, are there any

Crown Properties which have not been painted for over more than 15
years?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:
I would really need-separate notice for that question but as an off-

hand guess from the top of my head I would say, yes I think there
must be. .

HON G T RAESTANO:
Could the Minilster find out and let. me know?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: S

Yes, I will do Sdo

MR SPEAKER:

Next question»
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6 ® ’? o 82
NO, L5 OF 1082 ' ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, in-view of the fact tﬂaﬁ ‘the re-opening of the ifontler'
has apparently been postponea 'sine die", would Government consider
making the car park at North Front, a compulsory trailer and
container park? 7 | o

THL HON TH% NINTSTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the car park at Horth Front is required in connection with the
Air Terminal, Commercial vehicles, including trailers and containers
are speclfically excluded from this car park.

SUPDL*V' [TARY T0O QUaSTTON IO° 1hb o 1982

HON A'T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, I am aware that this 1s the case. What I am asking is,
would the Government consider making this into a trailer and
container park due to the fact that trallers and contalners are being
parked indiscriminately all over Gilbraltar which are not only an eye-
sore but also a danger to pedestrians and drivers alike? It is time
that we had a container and car park where we would have to oblige
owners of containers and cars to park there,

HON ¥ X FBATEERSTONE:

Sir, 1 appreciate the situstion of containers and lorries to some
extent being indiscriminately parked. However, the car park-that
has been made at North Front is specifically for the Alrport. As
the Hon Member has mentioned the opening of the frontier has been
postponed in his words, "sine die", we do not .know whether that may
be six weeks, six months or six years. "We might be in an invidious
position if we today made some conditions for the North Front car
park to be used as a container park and then in six weeks time we
found we needed it for an ordinary car park. We would have. to get
the containers out. The other situation is that we did get it from
the RAF on the basis that it would be a car park. They may challenge
us if we then start using it for other purposes. '

HON A T 1.ODDO:

Mr Speaker, would not the Government agree that if the coach park
at USOC, as it was originally envisaged, will now be a car park,
they can similarly treat the car park at North Front as a traller
park? Would they not agree that it is sbout time we had all
containers and traljcrs in ohe park and not scattered all over
Gibraltar?

HON m K FEA”HERbTONE‘

I would agree it would be very nice to have containers and trailers
in one-place but I do not think that the North Front car park which
is specifically a car park for the Alrport shoula be put to this

PUrpPoOSEe.
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HON & T 1ODGO:

¥Mr Speaker, has the Government any 1aea where it wants to park 1

trailers end containers seeing they are all so concerned?
,HOR MK FRATHERSTONT:
”e ‘did have g place in Devil's TPower ?0“6 but I am afraid the

lorry people and such like did not make very much use of it so
some of the faults is on thelr own head%a

HON A T LODLO:

lr Speaker, will the Government make 1t compulsory for them to
park there?

HON It K FEATHERSTONE: ' e

I would really need notice of that guestion, Sir.

MR S8PEAKER

Next guestion.

)
v
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NO, 146 OF 1982 ORAL

THE HON & T T.0ODDO
Mr Speaker, when will the two parking areas on Sir Herbert Miles

Road above Catalan Bay Village be completed?

.

.!&T [ H‘}.JR

THE HON THE MIKISTER FOR DUBLIC HORKS

Sir, if the Hon Member is referring to the road improvement schemres
opposite the Caleta Palace and 3t Peter's School, the position is
as' follows - |

(a) Caleta Palace

The sharp bend opposite the hotel hau been removnd to
improve v1sib111£y and when the scheme is complete the
road will run along the face of the new retaining wall,

(b) St Peter's School

In connection with the road improvement works, a number
of new parking bays are being made available to the

developer of the “"La Terazzal scheme Who is contributing
to ﬁhe cost of these works.

Most of the areas will be available for parklng shortly ano the rest-
before the end of the year.
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MO, 147 QF 1982 - ' . ORAT

THz HOH A J_HAYNES

Sir, further to Question 321 of i) 31 will Government reconsider the
matter and will they state who their advisers are on matter% relating
to solar energy? :

Al\f Ry 'l 7ﬁ3

THE HON THF MIWISTER DOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the question of alternative sources of energy, including solar
energy, is one that is continuously under review. .

The proxunsJonal suaff of the Public Vorks and Clty Blectrical
Engineer's Departments keep sbreast of developments in this field
througb the DroP6381onal institutions, research establlshment and
companiese.

SUPPLENENTARY T0 QURSTION NO, 1L7 OR 1982

HON A J HAYNES:

Does that mean that no specific adviser, no expert adviser was. con-
sulted in assessing the answer gilven in Question No. 321 of 1981%

HON M X PFEATHERSTONE:

Apart from the interest shown to us by a company in Gibraltar known
as High Chapearral Ltd, we do not have any specific professional
adv¢ser

HON A J HAYNES:

That is not the company that, in fact, gave me this idea. It
originates from an expert from America,* it hds nothing to do with
that, who suggested that this could be possible., Is the Minister
aware of recent developments in solar energy which would make the
catchment srea feasible for solar enesrgy?

HON M XK FRATHERSTONE: -

I am not sure when the Hon Member talks about solar energy what he
is referring to. Solar energy can be put to a number of purposes.
One of them is the heating of water, another one is the possible
distillation of water, another one is the production of electrical
energy. As far as the information I have at the moment, the heating
of water on a moderate domestic basis is a reasonable 90531b111tvo
The use of solar energy to distil water is feasible but has a very
high capital cost. The use of solar energy to obtain electrical
energy, at the moment, is very expensive indeed, although costs are
definitely dropping vefy rapidly and therée is-a possibility as. far
as American advice goes that by the year 1988 or so the cost may be-
something down to 25 cents per volt. . The price today is 3 dollars
per volta '

/
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HOH A J HAYNES:

¢ has been reading hlS information from High Chaparral. Np
p@aker, in view of the answer given to Question No. 321 which
was that the Fast side of the Rock is not beogﬁgomlbul1y suited
for collecting sunlight. Will the Minister, gilven that I have
.’”fferent informetion, rem'nveoulgate the matter and will the
th( appoint experts who are true ezperts in the field?

Y

CHON M K FESATHERSTONE:

the Hon Hembher likss to show me the information that he has
got we are willing to consider whether we should go to loock for
consultants or experts. One thing must always be taken with a
certain measure of caulion. In new ventures, consultants are
very liabhle to vary in thelr advice and this is rather a new
field. The information that comes to us does vary very consider-—
ably and I do not think anybody is really yet in the position to
say that he is an expert on this field. - :

R SPRAKER:

Next questione.
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THE HON A J HAYFES

n as regards Jumper's

Sir, will Government state thei o)
sio he inhabitants thereol? '

Puilding end thelir decisi

.

THE BOW THE WMINISTER FOR PURLIC WORKS

‘8ir, In order to establish whether Jumper's Building can be repaired
economically or whether the only alternative is to demolish, 4t is
necessary to carry out further investigations of the structure which
cannot be effected with the tenants living in. Govermment is therc-
fore planning for the decanting of the tenants as soon as possible,
but some offers of re-accommnodation have been refused.

SUPPLENENTARY T0 QUSSTION NO, 148 OF 1982
HON A J HAYNES: ' ' '

- Sir, I have some information as regards those offers which have been
refused. Would the Kinister confirm they are in fact correct? In
effect, four offers have been made; one was offered to three people
and rejected consistently on the grounds that they were offering a
three room, kitchen, bathroom flat to families whose requirements
were for a four room, kitchen, bathroom flat. This offer which was
repeated was therefore not accepted. Similarly the only flat that
has been offered sepasrately is in relation to private dwellings
belonging apparently in some way to the tenant who was offered that
accommodation. Will the Minister please confirm that informatioén
Lirst? . : :

HON ¥ K FEATHERSTONE:

As I have said before i am not fully au fait with the housing
situation. I think my Hon Colleague might be in a better position
to give you information on specific details.,

HON H J ZAMNITT:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the guestion of a Ffamlly composition belng offered
three rooms, kitchen, bathroom is not so. In fact, what was offered
was a three/four divisible which many 'people have had to accept for
four. The family insisted in the full four which we did not have but
the Hon Member knows very well that many people up for four rooms,
kitchen, bathroom are in Pact offered three/four divisible and this
is what was offered to this particular tenant. In the other circum-
stances, it so happened thet there was a person living there who
owns his own private accommodation and he asked Government if we
would decant a sole tenant from his own property into a bedsitter
which we did and because we were able to or, shall we say, in return
‘for a bedsitter, of course, we decanted a four rooms, kitchen, bath-
rOOMe . . - :

-
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HON A J HAYHES: ‘ -
Mr Bpeaker, as I understand it then only one flat has been offered
and one srrangefient has been offered through a bedsitter offered
by Government. Is the position that the tenants of Jumper's
Building vicre informed in May of last year that Jumper's Building
was to be Geecanted on the grounds that 1t wes necessary Tor
Government {o make ingulry as to the, structure of the building

to decide whether or not it was safe?

HOW H J ZAMMITIT:

I am sorrzy, I muﬁﬁ gone in qgaiﬁy M- Speaker, 5lvr., It is not true
to say that one flat was offered. Another Tamily composition was
offered sdequante accommolation but they did not like the particular
area so one has lo be careful when one says were they offered
adequate accommodation. ¥e offered two rooms; kitchen, bathroom

to a couple at Coelho House but the couple wanted something in
Hymphreys which we Just did not have and nor will we have for the
time being, spparently. - That was another offer that was made, it
was not just one offer. Four tenants hsve in fact been offered

~

adequate accommodation and all offers have been rejected.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, can the Kinister confirm that as between the MHinlster
for Public Works and the Hinister for Housing, there is a lack of
coordination in this matter in that. though I was informed thatl
there is a decision to decant, the Housing Deperiment claims that
they have no instructions to decant?

HOR H J ZAMMIDT:

No, that is not so, Kr Bpeaker. There is no lack of coordination
between Public Works and the Housing Department. The Housing
Department has the obligation to decant- people according to
Government policy particularly in the case of Jumper's Building.
I think it did not take us more. than possibly four wecks after
the original neeting to offer four tensnts adequate post-war
housing. All four refused. What Government and the Housing
Department cannot be expected to do is or, shall I say, will not
allow ourselves to be forced into, is into a position where people
are going to hold the Government or the Housing Department ‘to
ransom in being selective as to exactiy the location or the house
of a particular choice. That may not come about and it may take
yvears Tor a particular house to -come about. We just have to make
an offer and may I say, we have justified and I think, I would not
say we excuse, we have certainly made our offer, there 1s no dis-
coordination between Public Works and the Housing Department.

%

HON A J HAYNES:

Will the Minister confirm then that the Housing Department has
ingstructions which they will fulfil to decant those presently
living in Jumper's Building? . :

.
e
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HOK. B J ZANKITD: -

Ve will decant as and when propertiss become available that are
adequate to house Lho e vurticuiar tenants wherever the properties
arise. wherever they aé nob at the choice of the tenants who
wish to be decanted

BOW A J BAYHES:

Cen t*o Kinis Ler indicste what period of time he estimates will be
reguired to finish decanting or at least to meke offers of adeguate
hous 1ng to all those presently living at Jumper's Luildln’ what
time~scale does he put there?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

The Fousing Department does nct intend to decant all at Jumper':
Building. We certainly -intend to decant one of the two hlocks at
Jumper's Bullding. If I repmember correctly, I think there are

something like sixteen tenants there, I am not very sure. We will
as and when sultsble houses become avallable not into new housing.

HON A J HAYRES: .
Vhen, Hr Spesaker?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

I cammot saye.

MR SPBAKER

Next guestion. . S ‘ -
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NOo, 1LY OF 1982 ORAL:

CTHE CHOE G T RESTAND - :

Mr Speaker, would Government meke a s atcmenb concerning the present
-position of the Gibraltar ! &uarry Company particularly having regard
to the Principal Auditor's Report?

I\}'C' RSN

© AN INT
Iyt

THE DON THE MIWISTER FOR PURLIC WORYS

Sir, as Hon Kembers of the House are aware, the Gibraltar Government.
trensferred the Winning of Sand Project to the Gibraltsr Quarry
Company following the Certificate of practical conmpletion, issued by
the consultants Messrs Robertson's Research. Again, as all Menbers
of' the House are aware, it soon became obvious that despite the
certificate of pPECuzcal co%olptjow the sand winning project was
Dreseptlng difficulties in respect of the chute that had been des inn
the consultantsg

Despite all the pressure that has been applied to the consultants the
latter have not succeeded in solving this problem.

As stated in the Principal Auditor's Report for the Annusl Accounts
1980/81, sand has been and is being oycuvateq from the lower slopes
and from another site further north.

The fact that the chute has been non~operational has, again ss pointed
out in the Principal Auditor's Report, resulted in considersble
expense to the Company, and Government has been meeting claims from
the Company as exXpia 1ned in the said Report.

The position is that the Gibraltar Government handed over in all £ood
faith to the Gibraltar Quarry Company an undertaking thal should have
been totdlly operational, following the certificate of practical
‘completion issued by the consultants. The fact that this has not
proved to be the case has placed the Gibraltar Quarry Company in a
position whereby they can. only claim from the Gibraltar Government.

The Gibraltar Government hes under aotion-thelenforcing of its legal
rights and is thaining a consultant's report for this purpose.

SUPPLEVMENTARY TO GUESTION WO, 1L9 OR 1982
HON ¢ T RESTANO:

For how long, Mr Speaker, is the Gibraltar Government going to be
continuing to subsidise the Gibraltar Quarry Company? In 1980/81 it
was to the tune of nearly £34,000, I do not know what 1t was last
year., For how long is the Glbraltar Government going to subsmdisc
the. Glbraltar Quarry Company ?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Since the bank balance of the Glbraltar Quarry Company tdday is some
£15,000 1n the black, they arg not being subsidised by Government at
all. :
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HON G T DEETAR

Is it not a fact, FHr ¢ Deaaef, t}at apart from in the 1980/8L
accounts the CGovernment subsidised to the tune of £33,995 and

over and above that +hcrc W s £20, OOO on account? I am referring
to the Principal Auditor's Report for 1980/81, as I ssy, I do not
kvow what it was last year, we have not had tho Renort yet. So in
that year 1t was £50,000 over and ebove what had been given to the
Cpﬁpany already. For how long is. the uovzrlmcmt 501ng to be sub-
gidising 1t7

BR SPRAKER:

L

In fairness to the Minister, I think the answer has been that the
Company is not being subsidised a |

b pfesemﬁu

HOW G 0 RESDAN

In fact, what the Minister has said is that the Company is now in
the black but how is it that it is in the black, is it because
‘Government has given it more money to be able to be in the black?

HOXW M K FeATHERSTONZ:

Sir, I think we ought to be very clear in our minds on this matter.
The Goverament haz not givenone penny to the Quarry Company. The
Government has underwritten a bank overdraft. The Quarry Company
has had a bank overdraft and has pald out of its own assets the
interest reguired by the bank for that overdraft. The Government
itsell has not paid one ponny to the Quarry C ”ownhhy whatsoever,

all it did was underwrite the overdraft. As 1 have sﬁateag that
overdralft has now disappeared and the Quarry Com@any is in the
black. The Quarry Company is very grateful to the Government for
underwriting this overdraft but I do not think it can legally be
“mald thau the underwrlblng of an overdecaft 1s subsidising.

HON ¢ T RESTANO: ,

Mr Speaker, it says quite cloarJy in the Pr¢a01oal suditor's Report:
"During the year under review, a further £MM,OOO was spent on this
prodect e°o¥z' As the total: dnpfoved grant, including supplementary
grants, totalled £451,996 the balance of N)),995 had to be charged
against Gibraltar 1unas“, further it goes on to say: "Further
claims have been mede by the Company and a sum of £20,000 was paid
on account". So perhaps the Winister would like to explain the
difference that he seems to have WLth the Principal Auditor?

HON M K FRATHE] SLOTE:
T think the Hon Member is mix ing his metaphors.
HON G T RESTANO: _ ‘

No metaphor, Mr Speaker, I have guoted from the Principal Aqditor‘s
Report. .’ :
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HOK M K FEATHERSTORD:

I am using a figure of speech, 1 am afraid.that it is over his head.
The sitvation with regaprd to the sums of money pald by Government to
the GQuarry Company were capital outlays for work which basically
should have peen done originally according to the consultant®s
instructions and paid for by CGovernment.  In the actual fact they
were pald in the first instance by the Quarry Company and were re-—
imbursed by Goverament. These are the sums that will be the clainm
againal the consultants by.the Gibraltar Government. The sctual
running costs of the Company is where 1l there had been a subsidy,

a subsldy would have come in, the actual running costsof the Company
have never come into this guestion, as I saild, they were kept out of
a separate entity underwritten by the Government who underwrote the
bank loan but, as I have already said, that is no longer necessary.

HON G T RESTANO

e

Kr Speaker; apart from the sums that I have already mentioned, I
notice that there are further sums which have been met by the
Gibraltar Government and which have been after claims from the
Quarry Company on precisely the running costs of the Company like
~the supplying of two conveyors.

Y

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: -

That 1s & capital exvense, that is not a running cost.

HON G T RESTANO:

I notice, of course, that theve is a difference of opinion between
the Principal Auditor and the Financial and Development Secretary on
that particular point as to whether it is capitzl Investment or not.
Perhaps the Minlster would like to maske a comment on that or answer
ny question, that that is running expenses? '

MR SPELKER: :

No, what is the guestion that you arc asking?
HON G T RESTANO:

That further sum of £6,683 and a further sum of £2,200 were also
given in respect of the supply of conveyors and bank interest to
the Gibraltar Quarry Company and this was met by the Gibraltar
Government and would not this be the ordinary running cost to meet
the running costs of the Company? '

A

HON- ¥ K FEATHERSTONE:

I do not know exactly where he is quoting from, is it from this?

HON ¢ T RESTANO:

It is indéed, It is paragraph 32, page 17.
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HON ¥ K FEATHERSTON:

L can sssure the Hon ¥ember that no amounts of bank interest have

been paid to the fuarry Cow'may by the CGovernmont, is I heave sald
before, the situation should be ~guite clear. The consulisnts cane
out, spent & certain amount of OD$ money to wut up & project. ¥hen

bhﬂ nroject was, iCCOlbiﬂ” to them, completed and the ODA money was
exnausted, it was found the project did not work. The consultants
sald "Eflect this mod ification’, the modification might have been
a]fC‘LD the angle of the chute, it might have been the Titting in
of convey rors, 4t nlghb have begn the iluﬁlﬁh in of vibrators, all

s of things. Thoze are capital amounts and for that the Qua iy
pany initially peid the money and asked Government to foot the
bille For the actual running of the Company, Government has not
pald anything to the Quarry Company apart from the sand they have
purchased from the Company.

HON G T RBE3TARO:

Er Upeaker, 1 am amazed, thess are audlted accounts of the Govern-
ment. These are accounts that have been looked into, prepared by
the Audit Depertment and they say quite clearly that £2,778 was
paid in respect of interest on the Company's overdraft and here is
the Einister saying that there has been no money -peid. Is he
guestioning the Audit Department and the sudited accounts? Could
I have an answer to that, Mr Speaker?

HON M K FEATHERATONR:

I will not say that I am taking, issue with the Principal Auditor,
I will check it wp with him. 11 ney have been that the sum of
£2,000 was for ccoltal expenditure made by the Quarry Company
which had {o be reimbursed by the Government. It mey be that the
Quarry Company in providing these conveyors which may have cost
£20,000 afterwards saild: '"Since we forked out on, let us say, the
lst Januvary £20,000 for the conveyors and you are réclaiming the
noney on the lst June, you should pay the interest on that money".

MR SPEAKER:

With due res?eot to the Minister, may I suggest, did he not say
before that the Government had taken on the guarantee of the
overdraft? :

HOW M K FBAW RETONE

The Government guaranteed the overdraft.
.

MR SPRAKER:

Well, perhaps the overdraft included interest..

HON J BOQ“APO

A Spealer, if I can ask a question Jt might hclg to clanrify tha
matter. Perhaps the Hon Member can either confirm or deny \hu? ;
understand to be the situstion. The Quarry Compeny is responsible
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for the operatien of the recleiming of sand. The Government prior to
the setling up of the operation iIs respongible for setting it up ar d ‘

consequently the Quarry Company in assessing its own v1an11“Lv hey .
got clalme on the Government inCquilf the oueotlon of intcrest.
becauge of the fact that ss an oparator of the - facility it 1ound it
sell unable to ozerate 1t due to, the fact that it was not functioning
ction. Therefore, there is a distinc~
VEc|

as It had been intondsd to fun

tion b“b%fEu the operstion of th ey Company a3 an on-golng thing

and the responsibility of the Governmeﬁt under the O0LDA grant. to handé

over to the Qaarﬂv Company a functional method of extracting sand and
he Quarry Company has got claims for interest for the use of
excavators for contingent liabilities arising out of the OP ginal

Government comnitment. Is that not the case?

i

TON - % e AT LOMmAND
HON M X PEADHERSTONZ:

there, I think the basic point is t the

Yes, you are 95% corre tha
say, been involved with the running

G
o0

rect
Quarry Company bau,‘ab o
expenses bult it has advenced noney to the CGovernment against capital
expenses to txry and get the plent on an operational basis., 8o Tar
UDDHCCQSSIL_ij but in those instances where the Quarry Conpany
advenced the capital and later reclaimed from Government, I will
admit they possibly said to Government: "You should pay the interest
on that amount'. :

HR SPHAXER:
¥e are not go to go further. Perhaps the Minister will wish

make a sta (cment at a later Otvge to clarify the position but we.
are not going to clarify the position by trylng to suggest solutions.

’Q

HON & T RESTANOs

I did ask right at the beginning and I have not had an answer, for
how long is Government golng to be paying out? I heve not had an
answer to that. Here we are talking about the year 198¢/81. For
how long is Government going to be paying it?

HON M K FRATHERSTONE :

All the claims that the Quarry Company has on the Government vis-a-vis
capltal expenditure have now been met. The Quarry Company will, how-
ever, according to legal advice that has been given to it, both by the
AttorncJuGeaeral'b Department and the Quarry Company's own lawyers,
possibly sue the Government for various other aspects of the whoie
thing g0 that the Government can then be enjoined in an action against
Robertson's Research. I understand that the corvect method is that
the @uarry Company should not directly sue Roberison's Research but

should do it through the Government itself. The Government, of course,

will- also be sulng on its own behalf Robertson's Research and I would
add that the consultant who is going to glve us advice and be our
expert witness on this arrlvcd here today :

HOR G T RESTANO:

- .
Speaker, the Company also has made a claim on the Government in
espect of loss of profits for £43,000, -lay I know on_what basis?

98




?os we ere nolt going to discuss this under any LlﬂbudubonCCuc

K

HON G P REsDARO: ' ' .

N

» Upeaker, 1f I may just meke.a point.

ot
T

—

KR SPIAR

That is the difficulty in question time, you should nOu nake a
point at QGCGLiCH time. Ve should ask guestionse.

HON G 1 RESTARO:

I am asking on what basis had that £43,000, because the guestion
does ask For a statement particularly heving regard to the Principal
Auditor's Report and the Principal Auditor mekes about five or six

voints. _ ' .

Yes, but you can extract information. ¥What JS the question you
want to ask? .

HON G T RESTANO:

Well, the question is, on whet basis has the Company made a claim
on the Government of £13%,000% ‘ :

MR SPEAKER:

No, we are going into the intricacies of the matter. Your question
-ls a simple one; would Government make a statement concerning the
present position of the Gibraltar Quarry Coumpany particularly heving
regard to the Principal Auditor's.Report? We are not going to
debate at guestion time the whole 1mpllodtLoqs of the present posi-~

.

tion of the Quarry Company, is it the Government or the consultants?

HON G T RESTANO:

I only have two more points to aske

MR SPRAKEZR:

No, let us go on to the next one.
' w

HOE'G T RESTAKO:

Well, I think it is scandalous that the Company should be asking
but, anyway, I accept your ruling, lr Speaker. Next I want to
know about the legal action which is being taxen,

-



IOV YE 37 S A TR
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., and taking yo‘“ indulgence, the fiwst gusstion
I hsv* sald, the situwation is that the: Guas

SHHICHPNN wr' will then psss it fb£0u>

h in their LOOa Otherwise, the UaTPy

rertaonts "Robertson's Rescarch pro

] ¢btainable frem the Quaer

not hﬂ“n met and that is where part of

1
the logs of e The other logss of profits

snsive machinery has had

to minc sny sand at i )
baen necessa rya That,

:2
L
employed ithat wonld
] H

“met' %ért vould be set sgainst Robertson's Resesrch
00 but gs the siftuablon is that the Governwﬂnu ha
er then the Quarry Company will sue the Governn

it on agalinst Robertson's Research.

O G T REITANO:

sa i ol touch on the nrofits because that is your
vuling but the Princival Auvditor does not seem to be aga

least the mlnLubup does not seem to be of the same opinion &
Princinal u(JIO . The Princioal Auditor says thet the matter is
now in the hands of the Athtorney- .OHGraJa

HOH ¥ K FRATHERSTONE:

That is correct and that is one of the reasons why Government has
brought out a consultant who will look into the whole %ituation and
he an exhert WLtness in an action taken by this Government sgeinst
kobertson's Resgsrch on behali of both the Government and the Guarry
Company . ' :

MR SPEAKHER: .

We are going to leave 1t at that. We are not going to get any further.

HON P J I80LA:

In the Report “UQ,GOO wes given to the project during 1980G/81, let
us forget the claims Can the WMinister say . how mucb money was given

between 1981/82 by thc Covevnment on tne claims of the Quarry Company?

HOR N X FEATHRERSTONA:

I reaily have not got that in my head. I am afraid I would need
notice of that, ’

HON ¥ J IS50LAc¢

The only quesfion I wish to ask, Mr Snedkcr, is, has the Government

given consideration to the fact that by giving more and more money
to the -Quarry Company, asnd they are doing it on the basis Lhat they

hove some day to recover the money back from the Robertson's descarch
consultants HEas the Government given consideration to the thought

that they n1ﬁh¢ not recover that money and that therefore they should
address their minds as to whether they should keep this loss making
company by whetever means, a uubsloy or whatever the Government likes
to call it, golng indefinitelys
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

| think when one considers a legal action one considers all the ramifications and

one normally goes ahead with a legal action reasonably confident one is going to win.
| am sure that if the Government thought that we had no chance of winning they
would not proceed with the action.

HON P J ISOLA:

May | ask just one question, yet that that was the position, was it not, Mr Speaker,

in the dispute over Varyl Begg Estate and it cost the taxpayers £1m? We were told
we would get it all back and we never did.

MR SPEAKER:

Order. Next question.
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W Sy r, 4id the expsrt who wouvld advise Go “@Tnmpﬂb on the need
to resicre  the Gustavoe Jeanfjsaa palnting which hangs in the ity
is recomme nuabionf?

e L_ arclve as expecited, and what were hi,

N ODEY L R OPUBLTS C

Chief Iestorer of the Department of th unmiwoxneﬁt‘s
tion Studlo in London visited Gle“Jtai Jn Aprii, 1882,
v to inepect the murasls in the couriyard of the Jonvents
oruun‘by was teken Tor him to inspect the Gustavo Bacarlsa:

Fall and to recommend on the lreatment required.

His recommendations veceived on 25 June, 1982, were, basically, that

the Claking areas of the picture should he consolidated the surface
should be cleaned and the discoloured varnish removed. Aress of
paint loss  should be Tilled and re-touched and the whole picture

phe )
ye-varnlshed.

The Government will now consider the implementstion of these

recomnendations, . e
A
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Can Covernment state how much of the proposed 240m 1981/86
Development Progrenmme is alzp ineciuced in the 1b92/83 Improve-
ment and Development Fund ¥stinmates of Hxpenditure

- of projects plamned under the 1981/86 Deve topment

TR .
L.;-] r‘g & ...».\-Ul.lbf

an estinated fOua¢ cest of ij]?m, vere included in
the mprovenent and De onment Fund. Other Todccta in -

the ne -.?c continue to 8Udit the outcome of discussions with
Her K v’s governeent.e

SU3 7O 10, 152 or 198;

HOW J BOSSAHO:

kr Speaker, the outcome of discussions then one cen teke it is not
gol ng vo influence the conteat of the Improvement and Development
fund Estimstes of Expenditure for the current year?

HOW A d L;}x[f,;:.".{" : -

¢

The provislon made in the 1982/8% Estimates totals £3.6%Lm and
projects, if I can run through them very quickly, are Rosia Dale
Phase Il, the Tower EBlocks that wss only a token of £10C, the exten-~
ion to t_e Poys' Comprehensive School, urban imprrvcmeﬂt re~siting
of the Ice Box, salt ané potable water system renewals, footbri dge
Winston Churcnlll Avenue, severs pumping station - Catalan Bay, de-
salination plant « Watswyport snd Viaduct Causeway. The extent tc
which ODA are or are not fOfthOOHiub on these projects which the sum,
gs 1 say, is nearly PB 7 for 1982/83 could affect what in fact
happens because 1T not sufficient financisl assistance is providsd by
ODA, we may not Dbe sble to, from cur own resources, fund the balence.

-

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I am grateful because I thlhf that- the ¥Minister, in faci,
nisunderstood the line of questioning. What I am saying 1s that, at
best, am I right in saying, what we can anticipate is confirmation of
the development programme as reflected in the estimates and that it is
not a guestion of, if the 0DA is fortbcomin’ the amount actually belng
upped from what was already provided in the estimates. Am 1 right in
thinking that?

HOK A J CANZEPA .

Lvea from the point of view of time~-scale I doubt whether we would be
in a position for thet amount to be increa sed. I think the Hon denber
is righte . .
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Has Governuent had any indication Tfrom ODA whether the limitation
placed on the £im of ards the type of »projects

Development Ald as reg
for which it could be used sre now being lifted?

Ay T AT IR NEVITANIT N TVETT AT A
‘_‘}:‘ Lol Bl ;.:\.J\} AR L, )

jesty'ls Government for & more £3ea¢b1> roach on
development DdeeLLw; ﬁar%icn;-*nj given our urgent and heavy
require sments for the funding of housing projecis.

SIS

HOW. J BOBBANO:

s the Hon and
estion at the tine
that the philosophy
‘it weve, into the ’
wt position?

lr Speaker, as regards the £hm of sid, I think it v
Learned Chief Hinister who sald in answer to a gu
that there was, at the time, no clear indication
being applied to the £hm was going to. extend

s
rest of the ald. Has there been any change in-

a8
th

.

HOX A J CAHEPRA:

MR OPEAKER:

Next qguestione. . .

W
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BO,. 154 0% 1085 - OPAL -

Will CGoversg state wihether apnroval has been o-t“-ubu from ODA
for the prt'wc*s to be funded out of the of Deve lon went Ald

which weres laid on the table six nonths sgof

BINISTRR

Sir, Lo date, Tovmal OLA approval has nol been recelved Tor the
nrojucts £u3mitteu by the Gibraltar Government for funding ¥
the Zhw tranche agreed in Decewber, 1981.

SUPPTLEY

HOW G T RESTANO:
What is the Government doing about 167
HOW &4 J CANEPA

Hay I pjaln, first of al,f.y what ODA has done about it. Following

submissions of the project applicatién,. ODA decided that all projects
reouir & a full ovuluaﬁion,by their technibal.aﬁvisersq The Q0DA
engineering adviser, Hr Hilton, and. a senior econcmist, Nr Roberts,
visited Gloraltar etween the 30 Karch end the 6 April and the 23 to
29 Eay resve cetively. The latest indicstions are that the causeway

and the lebmbe projects will go befove the Projects Committee at

HON A J CAERPA:

Yes, the Financisl and Development Secretsa 7y had meetings in CDA
recently, my CollcQNuL the Minister for ; ubl¢c #orks was there last
week and the Chief Winister on his visit to the United Xingdom.
Since the projscts applications were made last January, I think the
Chief Minister has been there twice. We have all been pressing DA,

Mit SPEAKER:

Next question.
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HOE P J IS0LA:

ree that it is important to have vead
h Hinister to tackle this-at a polilti
vy to CDA which looks at things rather
4
L

a need, is there not, to upliflt

%

#Will the _
programnme for
level as oppose
differently and
of Gibraltar snd, ther e, will we. get a statement from
Minister after the British Minister has come that, in fact,
whole thing has been put in front of the British MHinister?
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HON A J CANEPRAL:

je I Just cannot
asht not be hers
the point.

I agree with everything thet the Hon Hewmber has sai
promise that I will make the statement because I mi
8 i

A
(9
to do so but I am sure the Government will consider th

MR SPLAKE

Next questione.
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ORAT

ITHE EoE ¥ J 18018

s

Can Governmant report any Tfurther dHrogress on the construction of
the mulii-storey car park st Casemalbss? -

declsion io rvmznxi, an open tendering

have been recelived.

the

These have been COES,Ququ by the Land Roard after consultation with
; Lovment and Planning Commission.

A1l four tenders fall short of the tender requirements in one way on
anothar, but since some of these defliclenciecs are commen fo all, it
hasz been decided t far 3

] i
adjudication pending clarification from
the four parties.

Q’l

The tenderers have accordin glv been given until the end of the month

in which {to correct the positlon.

R EIIARY T U

HOW- J BOSSBANO:

Mr Speaker, is there an inai~aLioa of where the shortfall lies?

HON & J CAWERA:

Yeb, the deficiencies are mainly of'a jesign and financial nature but
in view of the confide n13a11ty of the tender I camnot go beyond that
informatione. . .

HON J BOSSANO: ‘

Would the Minister say to what exftent the need for reprovisioning
. of the service families living there is an obstacle or is not an
obstacle? : ’

HOh A J bANEPt:

Some of the tenderers do make provision to tackle the problem fron
their own resources.

HON .J BOSBANO:

Would the Hinister agree that against the background of the economic
difficulties facing Gibraltar, -1t would be. tetally unacceptable to
the Gibraltar GOV&PD”@QL that if a sultable tenderer was found the
non-materiglisation of the project should be due to the need fer
reprovisioning?
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. HON A J CANEPA:

Yes, but I do not think that that is a major difficulty and at
. the end of Novenber in the talks that we had with officidls who
-came to Gibraltar, we made the point in connection with these '
-seven married quarters and the fact that if the British Govern- -
ment proposed to close the Dockyard that that might throw up

" accommodation elsewhere. I think the point was sympathetically
received, certainly by the Flag Officer Gibraltar, so if that
were to be the sole obstacle I think the Government would go to

town on that but I do not think that it W111 in fact prove to be
the case. :
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. Would Government make a statement on the optlons now opeg_to it
. with regard to the reclamatlon on the East 51de?

7 _ fmmwm ,
o THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - AND TQADE

Mr Speaker, only two of the three outllne proposals recelved satlsfy
Government's requirements in general jerms. However, there are a
number of querles related to the natuke of the tourist orientated.
development which require clarification before the matter can be
considered further. The.applicantS'have been notified accordingly.
A development of this magnitude requires detailed study not only
from a planning and technical point of view but also from the Wlder
economic, soc1a1 and environmental con51deratlons.

Until these further detalls are recelved it will not;be possible to
consider the procedure to be adopted.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 157 OF 1982

HON G T RESTANO:

Will Government meke a statement to this House when it does receive
‘the information it requires as to what its options are?

HON A J CANEPA:

Yes, I am prepared to make a statement in due course. 1 am prepared
to keep the House informed as to progress made, if any, but I do not
think that we are going to see very dramatic progress made in this

- connection., There are & number of details that we have requested
from them and I think that some of these detalls are of a complex
nature and they may not be available to -the Government, they may.

- not be received from the interested parties in- a short period of

time., But I am prepared to keep the House informed in future
meetings to the extent that I am able to do 50

MR BSPRAKER:

Next question.
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NO. 158 OF 1982 - ORAL

THE_HON J_BOSSANO

Will Government consider the retention of St.Jago's Hoste for use
-as.a workers hostel until such time as it is due to go out to tender
for re-development? _ L : o

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOWIC DEVELOPKSNT AND TRADE

Sir, the Government has already earmarked the St Jago's Building for
conversion to office accommodation to house a number of Government
Departments. ’

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QURESTION NO. 158 OF 1982

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I am not disputing that. My‘question is whether they" R

‘are prepared to retain it as a workers hostel until such time as
they use it for the use that the Hon Minister has said?

HON A J CANEPA:

The difficulty again, Nr Speaker, is.that we do not really know how
soon we can make a start on thls project. It is really dependent on:
the outcome of discussions on the next development aid programme but
apart from that there are, I think, other difficulties, for - instance,
I do not think that the Department of Labour and Social Security at
present has any intention to provide additional hostel acccmmodation -
to house immigrant labour. The cost and the running expenses at St
Jago's will be high for the limited period that it is going to be
used. If a need were to arise in the context of.any future develop-—
ment plan, I think the Government would seriously consider that onr
would seriously consider making available' other buildings that may
become available as a result of accommodation that is now used by
some schools, for instance, in Town Range becoming available but we
are worried about opening another hostel with all the costs involved
and then having difficulties in attempting to close down that hostel.
Experience in the past has proved that it is very difficult to close
a hostel down. So until we have more c¢lear indications that the pur-

pose for which the building is earmarked which is office accommodation ~

with a view to decanting from private sector accommodation which we
are now rehting at very high rent, unless that were to be put off for
a considerable period of time, I think we would want to proceed along
those lines rather than consider a hostel for immigrant labour.

HON J BOSSANO: o ‘ '
. Y .
Mr Speaker, but I am not suggesting that the Government should decide
-to have a hostel there as a permanent feature in replacement of its
plan. What I am saying is given (a) that it is not going to be done
in the current financial year which I think the Government can confirm,
(b) that the Government in any case ‘is experiencing difficulties in
obtaining .the necessary funds for the five-year development programme,
would the¢ ¥inister not agree that it is certainly preferable to have
the building in use than. to have it empty and derelict like other
places are? : '
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HON A J CANEPA:

Except that, as I say, there are not inconsiderable costs entailed
in putting it into reasonable conditions. I am told, I have not
. seen the building itself, I do not know whether the Labour Depart-
ment have, they must have inspected the building, I think, if their
view is that the costs in rehabilitating it would be appreciably
high and then the running expenses of ‘the hostel, and there I can
speak from direct experience, tend to be rather high. The Govern-
ment finds it very difficult to make ends meet in the Governhment
hostels that it runs and the expenditure involved may not be worth-
while even if we are not able to make a start during this financial
year. I think we would very much like to be able to meke a start
- on office accommodation in the next financial year.

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Minister not agree, in fact, that past experience, for
example, in the case of the hostel that .was-where the Girls!
Comprehensive is today suggest that it would have been preferable
in that instance when I asked him at the time to retain the hostel
that would have enabled the Government to provide accommodation
for labour and with the benefit of hindsight there was an opportu-
nity lost there? Would the Minister not want to avoid a similar
situation?

HON A J CANEPA:

Yes, I agree that on that occasion, perheps, it might have been
worthwhile to have used that hostel but do not forget that there
we were talking of a major multi-million pound development and the
funds have to come from ODA. On this occasion it could well be
that provided we do reasonably well out of our aid submission, we
may modernise §t Jago's building into office accommodation at our
own expense because it is a worthwhile exercise having regard to
the very high rents that we are payinge. -

. HON J BOSSANO:

I am not disputing that part of it, Mr Speaker. There are two
more points that I think I need to make in order to try and per-
suade the Government, Mr Speaker, if you will allow me. Would

the Minister not agree that in looking. at the cost element of it
he should also take into account two factors that I think perhaps
may not be looked at by the ILabour Department which is looking at
it from a purely departmental view but which I would ask the
Minister to look at from the view of the economy of Gibraltar as

a whole, which is one that in looking at the volume of work that
he expects to be able to put into the development programme there
is going to be a need for a cvnstruction labour force which can-
not be accommodated elsewhere with the present available accommoda-
tion%? Secondly, the non-availability of hostel accommodation puts
additional pressure on private sector housing and eventually.shows
‘up as extra pressure on the waiting -list for Government housing?
Will he when looking at this situation, will he take full accoup?
of all the factors in the economy and not simply the cost benefit
from a purely Labour Department point of view?
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HON A J CANEPA:

Yes, I think the Hon Member has a point and I think I indicated
earlier that I was receptive to that argument when I said that if
there was a requirement arising from major development projects we
would seriously consider it. But I.am sure the Hon Menber must
also be aware that we are, as employers, under enormous pressure
from the Gibraltar Government Clerical Association to take remedial
steps because the office accommodation falls far short of what is
desirable. I am anpalled, I can tell the Hon Member about the

- condition of some of the offices in the Government Secretariat
building. We have had industrial action already in this connection
and I would not be surprised, 1f we were to have a very wet winter

" next year, 1f we were to have serious problems again. We have got

the Gibraltar Government Clerical Assocliation working with the
Government in an O0ffice Accommodation Committee and we cannot

renegue on the studies that are being made to try to solve the
problem. You cannot expect people to .cooperate with you and carry
them along with you in a helpful positive attitude and then been .
round and do nothing about a building which has been earmarked for -
that purpose and which they consider would break the back of the
problem. These are the difficulties that we also have and we haveé

to fight to balance them all.

HON J.BOSSANO: -

Mr Speaker, I accept that point entirely and I am not suggesting to
the Government for one moment that they should consider putting off
using this bullding for office accommodation in order to retain it
as a hostel. All I am asking is whether the Government would
consider perhaps, 1f he says that the Government itself cannot do
it economically e ¢ o ¢ o

. MR SPEAKER:

You must ask questions.

HON J BOSSANO:

The question that I am asklng is whether they would cons1aer, perhans,
if they cannot do it economically whether with a very clearcut limita-
tion on the period for which it is going to be available, make it ’
available for use as a workers hostel even if it is not Government
run? What I am saying is that essentially, 1 am asking the Govern-
ment to state whether without in any way reneguing on their commit-
ment to prive the necessary office accommodation for Government
workers, whether it is preferable, if it is possible, to keep that
building in use until such a time as it is ready to be converted
into offices rather than keep it empty?

_HON A J CANEPA:

Yes, I think we would be prepared to do that 1f the school accommoda»
tion that is going to be thrown up as a result of a number of moves
occurwlng in the next few months proves to be adequate, as I hope. it
will bey;y for use as office accommodation. That might carry us over
the hump, I am doubtful about the reaction from the private sector
though because we did some years ago put out the Red Ensign  Club to
-tender for use as a hostel and there was very little response but I

- will arrange for the Minister f?g Labour and myself to keep that in
mind. .



NO.__159.0F 1082 - omaL

THE HON A J HAYN

Sir, will Government state the p081tion as regards amending the
" Port Rules in order to give greater powers of enforcement to the
Captaln of the Port and will the Government give the clean-up
campalgn in the Port greater prlorlty¢

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC ""VR‘LOPIVHM AND TRADE

- B5ir, as. the Hon Member will have noticed from the Agenda for this’
meeting of the House, steps are already being taken to amend the
Port Ordinance thereby granting greater powers of enforcement to
the Captain of the Port.

The various works at present being undertaken within the Port area
do 1ittle to enhance the general tidiness, This, it will be
appreciated, 1s only a passing phase. The strengthening of the
powers of enforcement together with the appointments to be made of
a Dock Controller and two assistants will ensble the clean~up
campaign to take on a new impetus.
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.6.7.82

 NO. 160 OF 1982 . - - ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, will Governmenﬁ make a statement on the agreement made between
GBC and Airtime International Limited in relation to advertising and
will Government make the agreement available to the House?

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHIER MINISTER

Answered ﬁogether with Questions Nos. 161, 162 and 163,
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R T 6l7.82
NO. 161 OF 1982 - . - ORAL

. THE HON P J TSOLA

Slr, Was Government aware that GBG had 31gned a contract with Alp-
 time International Limited on 28th March, 1982, and if so will
Government explain why it.did not bring the agreement to the notice
of the House when asking it to make flnanc1al provision for GRC at.
the tlme of the budget? :

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHISF MINISTER

Answered together with Questions Nos. 160, 162 and 163,
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- / - ‘ X ) ) 6.7.82
NO, 162 OF 1982 - ORAL

" THE HON P J ISOLA

8ir, in view of the fact that the existing boycott of GBC .by

dtraders in Gibraltar must inevitably lead to an: increase in the
subsidy pald to GBC by the Gibraltar Government, has the Govern-
-ment made any efforts to settle the dispute? '

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHIZF MINISTER

Answered fogether with-Questions Nos. 160, 161 and 163.
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. 6.7.82
. NO. 163 OF 1982 ,‘-L ,u' . ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

d\'.

. Sir, will Government state the expected effects of the agreement
between GBC and Airtime Intefnatlonal lelted on.

a) the revenues of the Cogporatlon
b) the cost of advertising in Gibraltar-
c) the staffing requirements of GBC?

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, on 17 February, 1982, the Chalrman of the Board of the
Gibraltar Broadcasting COfporatlon wrote to me on a number of
matters which had been under consideration by the Board. In his-
letter he stated, inter alia, "I should in this context mention

" that GBC, after some protracted bargaining, is about to conclude
an agreement with Scottish television which will guarantee at
least £140,000 per annum (we hope the figure will be higher) for
LO% of our commercial air time s.... The remalnlng 60% of our
commercial air time will need to'be sold - in the past the most
GBC has managed to dispose of has been L8%'. -In replying to this

- point I said "I was very pleased to note the terms on which the
proposed agreement with Scottish television has been re-negotiated.

On 6 May, 1982, the President and a number of menmbers of the PBoard
of the Chamber of Commerce asked to see me at short notice in order
to bring to my attention their strong objections to the arrangemeﬁts
which GBC had made for advertising. After listening to the Chamber's
representatives I said that the Corporation Was an indeperndent body
and that it seemed to meg that the Government's only interest was the
effect that the new advertising arrangements were likely to have on
the Corporation's finances. I went on to say that, for this reason,
their representations should be dlrected to the Board. They agreed
to do so. .

Sir, as this House 1s aware, the Board of GBC values its independence.
-very highly and protects it most jealously. I am sure the House will
agree with me that the Board is right in doing so and that, to the
extent that matters affecting GBC come before this House, this House
should at all times support the Board's independence.

It is for this reason that, from the outset, I took the view that
the Government. should not without due cause, become involved in the
dispute between GBC and the Chamber of Commerce. I believe that
that is the correct position to adopt, not only for the Government
but for this House as well., *

It is implicit inh the questions asked by the Hon the Leader of the
Opposition that the Government and- the House have an interest in

this particulsr matter because of the possible effects on the Board's
finances. I, of course, agree entirely with that, but my view is
that in the absence of any earlier indication to the contrary, the
time for the Government and the House to manifest its interest
actively will come when the Board of GBC next submits its accounts.
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It is my view that, when a utatuhory Board 1s appointed, partlcularly'
" a statutory Board whose independence 1is essential and which is widely
reprebentatlve, both the Government and the House should have
confidence in that Board's ability to manage competently and
-effectively the responsrbllltles with which it is charged. The
Government has that confidence in the Board of GRBC and hopes that

the House as a whole will share it. At the same time, of course,
the Government and the House have a primary responsibility for the
use .of public funds and if, when the time comes, the Government's
confidence turns out to have been misplaced, I have no doubt that

the Board itself will take the appropriate course of action in those
circumstances,

T wish to make it qulte clear that my remarks asbout the position of
the Board as an 1ndependent Corporation and of the confidence which
the Government places in the Board must in no way be construed as
meaning that the Government is taking sides in this dispute. The
Government regards it at this stage, strictly as a matter between
the GBC Board and the Chamber of Commerce and, while it naturally

- hopes that an amicable settlement will soon be reached, it has not
-adopted a view on this matter and does not intend to, unless either,
when the time comes, 1t were to become apparent that the Board has
not acted wisely, or the Board and the Chamber were jointly to ask
for Government intervention.. I should add that, quite apart from
the reasons I have given for no interference by the Government, the
whole guestion is in the hands of the legal adv1sers to the Board
of GBC and to the Chamber. :

What I have saild so far is my answer to the four guestions asked by
the Hon Leader of the Opposition. There is, however, one specific
point which is not covered by what I have said and which is contained
in Question No. 160 where he asks whether the Government will make
the Agreement available to the House., I have consulted the Chairman
of the Board on this point and he has informed me that the legal
advice given to the Board is that, in sccordance with normal
commercial practice, the Agreement between GBC and Airtime Interna-
tional Ltd is confidential to the two parties. The Government

legal advisers' view is that the Government might properly ask to
see the Agreement, if there were a substantial reason for doing so,
but that, unless and until it may decide to do so, the Agreement
should be treated as confidential to the two.parties. I have not,
of course, seen the Agreement myself.

I accordingly commend to the House that the dispute which has arisen
between the Board of GBC and the Chamber of Commerce be left to the
two parties to resolve between themselves.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTIONS NOS._160? 161, 162 AND 163 OF 1982

HON P J ISOILA:

My’ Speaker, is the pos¢flon of the Chief Minister that of Pontius
» Pllate, that he is washing his hands of the whole affair, when
there is a Government subsidy voted by the taxpayers of Gibraltar
of over £800,000 to the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation? Is
that the correct interpretation of what he has said?

Id
7
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HON CHIBF MINISTER

No, it is a comnlete misrepresentation of what I have sald. What I
_have said is that at this stage the Government is in no position to
- know whether the finances of the Corporation will reguire more help
- from this House or not and that in the circumstances, being an
independent body, the Government is advised that at this stage we
should leave the.independent body to govern themsevles. If, as I
saild before, the matter were to arise when a misjudgement appeared
at the time, then of course, I have indicated perhaps what the Board
would do. At this stage it remains to be seen yet-at the time when
the presentation of the accounts whether in fact this dispute is
likely to affect the extent to which the Government will have to
provide funds for GBC. There.is no point in having an independent
body and trying to interfere in the way they carry out their
business. As far as my experlence is conoerned, I do not see

any people of calibre being prepared to serve in the Board when

the affairs of the Board are interfered Wlth, with haste, by the
Government., That is the answer,, .

"HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, as thls House ‘has to Vote these vast sums of money every
year, has the Chisf Minister made any attempt to obtain the informa-
tion that is requested in these quu'estlons‘P

HON,CHIEF-MINISTER:

Ko, I have not because what I have sald gives a good indication of
the fact that on the face of it we are not at this stage likely to
be very seriously affected. The whole of the revenue from
advertising last year was £148,000, LO% of the air time provides a
guaranteed £140,000, whatever happens, £140,000, If the Board can
provide out of the rest of the 60% of the time at least £10,000 or-
£15,000 then they will be up on last year 8 revenue in any case.

So that, in fact, hav1ng regard to what I have said here, which is
what I was 1nformed in the letter on the 17th February, the Board.
is guaranteed £140,000 as compared to the £1L48,000 that they had
after working the whole way through the year. I cannot belleve
that the Board cannot dispose of 60% of the airtime at a cost of
less than the £8,000 or £10,000 or perhaps £15,000 that would be .
reguired to make the £1Q8,000 equal to today's value. That is what
I am saying and at this stage, in any case, I believe that both
parties are in the hands of lawyers with regard to the legality or
otherwise of this Agreement and the Government at this stage feels
that it would be improper to involve itself in this dispute.

HON P J ISOIA ;

Mr Speaker, does not the Chief “Minister realime that' what he has
just said contains a considerable misapprehension of the situation
‘and will he take steps to acquaint himself more about the situation?
Is he not aware that what has happened, apparently and has not been
denied by the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation is, that the
advertising that has been built up over the years by the Gibraltar
Broadcasting Corporatlon, this LO% that the Hon and Learned Chief
Minister has spoken of, this £140,000, has in fact been passed on
to Airtime Internatlonal Ltd free of charge.- Apparently because
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they have been given the exclusivity to deal with the products that
were being advertised on GBC and that if the Agreement, and that

is why we are asking about it, if the Agreement had contained a

- right to Airtime International Ltd of ‘exclusivity, outside what
.was already being broadcast today, we might all well be applauding
GBC. But, is he not aware that the basic flaw as we understand it
and as we have been led to believe, is that what GBC has done is
it. has passed the advertising acquired at great public expense and
at great cost, has passed it on to Airtime International Ltd who
are now selling it at a much higher price, is he not aware of this?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Nothing ‘of the kind.

HON P J ISOLA:

Then the Chief Ministef.knows about it, perhaps we could be told.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Pardon?

HON P J ISOIA:

Then the Chief Minister knows more sbout the Agreement than he has
led us to believe, perhaps he could tell us, that is why we are
asking in this House. :

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

When you read my answer, because apparently by reading it out it
does not seem to have percolated into the Hon Member's mindg, if
-you read the answer you Will see that what the Gibraltar Broad-
casting Corporation has sold, in accordance with the information
given to us before the Agreement was signed, what GBC has done is
has sold 40% of its airtime to another company for which the
Government will receive £140,000. Whether it' is in respect of the
present advertiser or more advertisers and in this connection, the
fact that it is a company which advertises in the United Kingdom
and would be helpful in projecting Gibraltar in other television
services as well, is a side effect, the point is that in accordance
with my understending of the situation we have a guaranteed £140,000
come what may. Whether the company itself had in mind when they
offered this amount that they would take over part of the
advertising or not is neither here nor there. If they have made

s misjudgement of that, that is their responsibility not ours. As
far as we are concerned, we have available for Airtime International
the LO% of air time for which they are paying and as soon as they
start feeding, if they haven't started already some advertisements,
the Broadcasting Corporation will honour this Agreement of giving
them L40% of the air time, that is all. .
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HON P J ISOIA¢ )

Mr Speaker, if what has happened was that Airtime International had
purchased 40% of the GBC advertising time, full stop, we would
congratulate the Board on having assured themselves of an- income but
. is that the fact? Is not the fact, Mr Speaker, that in selling them
. this &Agreement GBC has in fact given Airtime International éxclusive
‘handling of a great number of products-and is that not in fact what
the Chamber of Commerce communique said? . What we are trying to do
in this House is to find out. Is that a fact or not and if it is a
fact, is it such a good deal, the taxpayers, Mr Speaker, are
entitled to know, they are footing the bill?

HON -CHIEF MINISTER:

I can only go by what I was told in the letter from the Chairman
which says: "“After some protracted bargaining, is about to canclude
an agreement with Scottish television which will guarantee at least
£140,000 per annunm. (we hope the flgure will be higher) for. [10% of
our commerc1a1 air time. -The remaining 60ﬁ of our commercial air’
time will need to be sold - in the past the most. GBC has managed to
dispose of has been 48%'. So, in fact that, to my understanding
means that they have guaranteed, or rather, we have sold them L.0%
of our airtime and they have trled to obtain or not, whether they
have tried to obtain or not the advertising ‘that GBC has is.another
matter. Of course, it is another matter. If they have to pay to
GBC £140,000 because they did not anticipate that they would find
the dlfflculty that they are flndlng, that is their busineus and
not GBC's business. -

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, on a point of clarlflcatlon on- the flgures uhat the
Chief Minister has said. He said that L0% which is being given to
Alrtime represents £140,000 and that GBC in any: case never sold
more than L8%. Well, I -have here the Audited accounts for the year
ending March, 1981, on which the GBC advertising revenue was :
£172,000, so in any case a lot more, more certalnly, than what it
would get from Alrtime lnternatlonal.v _

HON CHIEF MINI“”JR’

I stand corrected, 1 am terrlbly sorry I have made a mlstake» I
was referring to. the u8%. I said £148,000 and I have no basis on
which to do that, I am sorry. I was referrlng to the Tact that .
the most that GBC has sold was U48% for which we may have got what~.
ever flgure the Hon Member has. there.“.mv~m.n *o o : '

i, sz, C ) . ! - —

HON G T RESTANO: . .- . T -

On the basis therefore, Mr Speaker, of the 10% costlnd or groducjng‘
a revenue of £140,000, L8% which is the maximum they have ever sold
would have produced £168 000, In fact, their actual revenue in
March, 1981, was more than that, it was £4,000 more and I am led to
understand, of course, that the rates of air time will be greatly
increased than what GBC charged before,’ perhaps the ChLef Minister
could confirm this. either way. -
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. HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I do not know and I have not asked about the rate for sdvertising.,

I have taken the view at this stage that this is a matter for the

. Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation which:is an independent statutory
- body. The time to discuss this will come under when the question of
providing funds for GBC will be under review. At this stage, Mr
Speaker, I do not hold myself at all responsmb]e for the affairs of
- GBC. I think it is essential to keep its independence and to see
when the time comes whet the result of this is. I cannot go be syond
that, because, that would be interfering in GBC. This Government
Wants to maintain the complete independence of GBC from pressures
from any s1de of the polltlcal spectrum. : .

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, does the Chief Minister not agree that we have the
~accounts of GBC brought to this House? Does he not himself answer
questions very often on behalf of GBC? What can be the reason for
his present reluctance to investigate matters that are of: ‘public
concern? I would like to ask him. There is a situation at the
moment when we know that GBC‘° revenues are being affected and must
be affected by the lack of advertising. Eventually the Hon and
Learned Chief Minister will have to come to this House and ask us
-to increase the subsidy. TIs it not prudent on his psrt? Would it
not be prudent to investigate factually what is happening as-
the Chief Minister, will he not agree, does not seem to be aware of
. the fact that with one hand GBC was going to collect £140,000 and
with the other hand GBC is going to put on the plate of Airtime
- International Limited the efforts of the trade in Gibraltar, the
efforts of its own sales scheme or whatever it is one calls it, on
an exclusivity basis? 1Is that not a matter for concern for the
Government, 1f that is correct? :

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

First of all, I dispute- the fact that I have answered for GBC, I
may have Qn°werei from time to time in connection with the provision
of funds by this House but I think, Mr Speaker, you will recall that
my attitude in respect of the affairs of GBC has always besn one of
detachment -~ because 1t is an independent body. In additiony in
this case, because there is a dispute. A serious dispute between a
Statutory Body and a responsible representative body of trade,
There are lawyers appointed on both sides, the matiter is being
discussed, I do not accept all the statements made about the question
of exclusivity, it may be that airtime is just a situation and will
come out badly out of this, that remains to be seen. So long as GBC
does not come padly out of it and therefore we comg badly out of it,
I think that is somethlng that we shall have to decide when the
final accounts and this 51tuau10n comes before this House., I have
already suggested if 1t were a disaster what the proper action
would be for those responsible for it.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

M» Spezaker, perhapo before putting the que%tlon I should declare
an interést. The company of which I am a director, used to
advertise in GBC until the whole situation arose. Could the Chief

Minister say if he has looked at the implications to the small
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businegses in Gibraltar, forget about the money that this may render
as income to GBC because of the competition that will put the small
trader in Gibraltar perhaps with the big advertiser in the United

. Kingdom or perhaps on the other side of the. frontier, has he looked
into. the repercussions that this could have to the small busmnesseo
of Glbraltar?

HON CHIEF NINISTER.

‘ I thlnk 50, because after all if the agreement had been one in which
.GBC had sold all its sirtime then, of course, you could say the big
fish are taking it all. It seems that the big fish are taking
nothing, but anyhow, the big fish are taking 1t all and there is
nothing for the small fish. But with 60% available for the small
advertiser here in Gibraltar, as already there are signs of few
advertisements, anybody who watches television -~ that channel
recently may have been abandoned a little due to the other circum-
stances ~ will notice that there are new adveriisementsg) I do not
know whether they come under the agreement or they come under the
"direct one. We have a sales representative, we have reinforced the
staff in order to be able to sell that extra 60% time as the House
well knows. Therefore I do not see that the small trader will be
- affected since the small trader has got every right to go to GBCYs
representative and seek airtime at the normal rate which GBC
propound in their pamphlet which I have SEENa

-HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: . A | _
Doesn't the Chief Minister realise that if the rates that ave being
attained by the agents abroad are very high, locally there w111 ve
a demand for a similar rate?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I do not know what the rates are that have been demanded abroad dbut
I have seen a brochure.of GBC in which they state the airtime costs
for advertisements and I have not been told that that is more
expensive than the tlme that has been sold to Alrtlme, '

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, may I assure the Hon and Learned Chief Minister and

other Members of this House, that with these questions what we are
seeking to obtain 1s information. We are not seeking to make a
judgement on the GBC agreement., Unfortunately the Chief Minister
does not give us the information that we require and then judgements,
does he not agree, will have to be made on the scant information that
is available® Will the Chief Minister following this House make a
point of investigating the extlusivi ty point- that I have made because
it seems to have escaped him entirely in his answer to what GBC told
" him. It seems that what GBC told him is the bright side, GBC did not
tell him that they were in fact themselves golng to pass on business
through Airtime on an exclusivity basis. He -does not seem to know
that. Will he please investigate that because is it not of concern?

Ve
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, certainly, the guestion of exclusivity 1s a matter that T will
look into. I was reading exactly from the only information I have -
on the matter and that did not refer to any exclusivity. I will
certainly look into that one and I agree that it is relevant if 1t

is exclusive, ' ' -

HON P J ISOLA:

I am glad for that. Mr Speaker, may I ask another question? The
Hon and Learned Chief Minister was told about this, we had a budget
debate in Gibraltar on the GBC vote and in fact a lot was said on
this side of the House at the apparent increase in the contribution.
Why was not the House fully informed in respect of an agreement that
~was meant to have quite big financial consequences?

HON CHIEF MINiSTEﬁ:

Well, I don't think that at the time that we had the budget we
envisaged that there would be any dispute as it has arisen and it
is falr also to say that at the time when we had the budget there
were expectations which were going to be profitable for a lot of
people including GBC in advertising if certain events occurred
which have not occurred. That was a factor which may have had
something to do with the whole question. The expectation of
advertisement and so on may well have been different if the
frontier had been open. I think that that is no secrei and that it
may well be that that was in the minds of the people when they
asked for the contribution, I do not know. All I can say is that

" their prospect or their estimate of revenue and expenditure were
looked at by the Tregsury not as any other department because
they are not g department, but they are looked at because we have
to be satisfied that we have to fork out the difference and that
there was no question, I am sure the Hon Financilal and Development
Secretary will tell this House, there was no question that there
was going to be a loss in revenue through advertising st all during
the discussior of the budget. :

HON P J ISOLA:

May I say, Mr Speaker, that unfortunately the reason of that is
that the whole agreement was not brought to the attention of the
Government and we do not share, may I say at this stage, the view
that GRC is entitled to enter into an agreement or enter into
agreements that have financial consegquences without full consulta-
tion and agreement of the Government because it is a very highly
subsidised Corporation. We want it to be independent but on the
other hand there has to be financial control from this House.
Could I, Mr Speaker, ask theChief Minister also to investigate
the possibility in an effort to bring peace because I think every-
body would like to see peace in this dispute, in an effort to
bring peace to ensure that traders who have for years advertised

" thelr princlpal products ori GBC should be able to continue to do
so in Gibraltar in direct communication with GBC and not be Torced
to pay higher charges and going through a company that has heen
prought in to Gibraltar because GBC wanted to bring it in?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: .

- Mr Spesker, in the first place the question of desiring to exercise:
financial control over GBC is a very delicate area and we have to
draw a very, very careful line between the exercise of financial
control, of caring for the money and not interfering. PFinancial
control could be a very good way in which to exercise political
control and that 1s something we must avoid. With regard to the
second part of the questlon, the Hon Leader of the Opposition is
posing preolsely the substance of the dispute which I have saild is
already in the hands apparently of solicitors on both sides,
(a) whether GBC has got the right to do what they have done which
they have advised they have, and (b) whether the Chamber has got
the right to dispute what GBC has done. The legal advice we have.
received, at this stage, is that we should not get involved. The
other advice 1s my political Judgement and nothing else and the
judgément of my colleagues. The immedliate advice we have recelved
is that at this stage we should not interfere and not even ask to
- see the Agreement.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, may I ask the Chief Minister if he doesn't know the
answer to this question and that_ is whether there 1s a provision in
the Agreement under which Airtime International can opt out or GBC
can opt out, is ha aware of that? o

" HON CHIRF MINISTERG:

The answer to that is; I have not seen the Agreement and I den't know.
HON P J ISOLA:

May I ask the ChleL Minister whether he would then invite the. .
. Gibraltar Brosdcasting Corporation to. give some information to the
House? Will he have avallable for the House the kind of information
that I have askea:~ The effect on the Agreement on the revenues of
" the Corporation, the cost of advertising in Gibraltar and on the
staffing requirements of GBC? Are we to expect, Mr Speaker, a
reduction, for exemple, in staff at GBG as a result of this wonder-
ful Agreement?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, I am afraid we have lost a whole lot of time in questions
because I have answered all those questions in the way the Government
looks at it. I cannot answer in the way the Leader of the Opposition
wants, I have made the position clear. I will report to the House
when we next meet in October the outcome as such of the information
“that GBC may wish to give us «\in respect of this when. they see the
Hansaxd of thls question, .

MR SPERAKER:

I think what the Leader of the Opg031tlon has asked you to do 1s
whether you are prepared to find out this information.
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- HOW CHIERF MINISTER:

No, I am not, not at'this stagee

HONW P J ISOLA:

"Could I then ask, will the Chief Minlister not agree that a
Corporation that has received £834,000 from public funds voted by
the Government, in consultation with the Government, can hardly
call itself independent in the real sense of the word? That being
"the case, and the Government having a respyonsibility to this House
on how public monies are spent, does the Chief Minister not agree
that the House is entltled to have information, factual information
on matters that may affect or could affect the size or otherwise of
?he subsidy that the Gibraltar House of Assembly is asked to provide
for GBC? ‘ '

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes, when next year's estimates are gone into and GRC comes to us
for money. : ' : .

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, will the Chief Minister not agree-that where facts come
to light that may affect that picture at the end of the year, it is
 far wiser and far more sensible to get the information sooner rather
than later when all one has to do later may well be to sign the loss?
Is he not aware that under the Ordinance the Members of the Board

are in fact free of all personal liability and therefore 1t will be
the House that will have to pay?

HON CHIEYR MINISTER:

Yes, I think Members of the Board are perhaps more concerned with
their situation and their standing than the question of liability.
If in addition to asking people 'to devote a lot of time and hard
work you are going to make them personslly liable, then you would
hardly expect peopls to put in the hours that are reguired for a
- thing of this nature. It is this difficulty of, the more the Hon
Leader of the Opposition mentions the amount or the subsidy and
the more he wants to say that that is why we should have more say,
the more cautious one has to be not to interfere if we are going
to have an independent Board. If it is the idea of anybody that
the Corporation should be run as a Government Department then they
are welcome to that idea. I will certainly not subscribe to it
because I think that would be the end of the independence of  GBC.
The day that it is the end of the independence of GBC, it is the
"end of the independence of the media which can be manipulated and
which would lead to other undesirable consequences. We have &
period in which, perhaps, I could go as far as saying that GBC are
" on trial on this, in their confidence and their judgement, that I
have no hesitation in saying. But until that comes out it would
be interfering in the way in which. they sre running GBC 1f we
wanted to go into the details that the Hon Member wants now. I .
certainly will report, I hope that there will be an early agreement,.
but I will report in any case to.the House in respect of one or two
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matters aﬁd I will certainly make available to the Corporation,
" with the help of the House, a copy of this Hansard so that they
are aware how all Members in this House think about .this matter.

HON P J ISOLA:

May I say, Mr Speaker, that we are not making a judgement on the
agreement. The Hon and Learned Chief Minister is trying to 1mply
that what the Opposzt:on is doing is seeking to affect the
‘independence of GBC, why he keeps saying that I am not gquite sure.
that we are doing, Mr Speaker, and what we want is to have factual
information as to the effects of an agreement.that involves money,
that affects the subsldy-to get that information. Does he not
agree that we are entitled to that information?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I think I would like to clear this because I am not suggesting

that Hon Members opposite are trying to interfere in the '

- independence of GBC, I am not suggesting that. I am defending its
independence 1ln the 1light of certain questions which I think affect
it and this is where the difference of approach comes. The areas
which the Hon Leader of the Opposition wants now to te gone into in
my view now would interfere with its independence, .

MR BPEAKER:

"Next question.
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| o P - 6.7.82
NO, 16l OF 1982 - ORAL

 THE _HON P _J_ISOLA

Has Government increased the amount of advertising expenditure in
relation to the Keep Gibraltar Tidy Campalgn since the announce-
ment of a boycott on advertising on GBC by the Gibraltar Chamber

of Commerce and can Government give an estimate of such expenditure?

AN“WER
THE HON THE CHIBF MINISTER

The Government is not charged for any official notices or any
advertisemnents such as those produced and transmitted by GBC 1n
support of the Keep Gibraltar Tidy Campaigne.

SUPPLENENT ARY TO QUESTION NO. 16l OF 1982

HON P J ISOLA.

Am I rlmht then in thinking that what has happened is they have been
filling up the gap, perhaps it might not be a bad idea, Mr Speaker,
if this practice is continued. . '

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

We hope it has reflected in a cleaner Gibraltar.

" HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Government not agree that if we are talking
about subsidies to GBC it might be more accurate to reflect the
amount of free advertising that GBC is providing the Government
with in acsessing to what extent the Government is subsidising GBC?

HON CHIBF MINISTER:

T said official notices because naturally the other media which

are not subsidised are paid for the official notices but things
like that I do not think, they could be quantified, could be paid
out of one side and allow for a reduction in the subsidy but I can
assure the Hon Member that it is really, I was going to say ‘cleaner'
but I did not want to have a commercial,

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Government not agree that in fact if it is in a situation
where 1t has access to free advertising in GBC and to the extent
that it uses that facility and if it were to pay for it it reduces
the subsidy, there is in fact an economic rationale to channelling
its advertising into GBC rather than into another media where they
have to pay? .
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: ey

The Government's advertlsing can get'nOWhePe'near but if the
Government pays for it it would mean that it would be less subsidy
so the point is that it is not being quantified, I will get it
quantified for the benefit of the Hon Member but certainly we

would not pay for any extras because they have nothing else to put
on"the screen.

HON G T RESTANOC:
»Mr Speaker, would that not have to go through Airﬁime e e e o ®
MR SPEAXER:

No, order. The Chief Minister is not here to give legal advise on
a-contract which does not bind Government.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, has the Government been appointed as a e¢llent?

MR SPEAKER:

No, I have ruled the question out of order and I have given you the
reasons whys.
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NO. 165 OF 1982 - ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Is it a fact that in future the GBC Weekly TV and Rddio Guide will
only be provided as an insert for the weekly newspaper Panorama and
1f so will Government 1nvest1gaue this matter?

ANSWER
THE _HON THE CHIER NINI&TER

This is a matter for the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation,

SUPPLE SMENTARY TO QUESTION NO,- 165 OF J°8P

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is the Hon and Igarned Chilef Minister not concerned to
see- the possibility of an independent Corporat:on showing blas or
showing favours on a partlcular periodical in Gibraltar that might
or might not support the Government of the day9

HON CHIEF MlNTST R:

If the Hon hember visits certain open places where I have’ been, I am
telling him what I have seen, there are hundreds of copies. of the
GBC Weekly free for people to-take. Without having to buy a parti-~
cular newspaper and let me tell the Honh Member that this was the
case before in respect of another paper which could never be accused
of favourlng the Government. o »

HON P J ISOIA:

Is the Hon and Learned Chief mlnnster not gu:lty agaiq, Mr Speaker,
of Jjust sklmmlng the surface of the problem? Is not the problem
that 1t is this particular newspaper only that gets all the informa-
tion about programmes so that it can write up reviews and so forth
and that this information about programmes or coming programmes and
snippets and so forth that were provided up till very recently to
all the other newspapers in Gibraltar is no longer provided? Does
he consider that to be a fair situation from a Corporation that is
meant to act 1ndepenaev£1y and will he investigate the matter if he
is not aware?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I am aware that there are free covies of the GBC Guide in many

places and not necessarily by buying the newspaper but I %hali
-1nvest1gate the matter. ¥
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HON P J ISOLA:

Will the Hon and Learned Chief Minister particularly investigate
and use his undoubted authority and influence to try and persuade

- the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation to give the information as

regards to programmes and everything to all the newspapers and
not just to one? Is he aware that although the Guide is free and
can be seen everywhere, 1t is of no use to newspapers that publish
on-a'Thursday, a Friday or a Saturday because they only have two
days to report on and will he try and have talks with GBC to try
and put right what sppears on the surface to be an unfalr
situation? '

HON CHIEBF ltllI\IIbr iR

I saild that I would investigate the position but I am certainly
not prepared to use any power or any influence in gonnection
with anything to do with GBC.

- HON P J ISOLA:

Will the Chief Minister try and use-his influence and power in
order to try and obtain a fair situation?

HOIY CHIEF MINISTER:

I said I would 1ook'into_ite
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“NO. 166 OF 1982 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Sir, would Government consider making a worthwhile contribution
to the Falklands Task Force Fund as a symbol of ‘solidarity both
with the Force itself as well as with the people of Gibraltar
who have responded so magnificently?

. ANSWER

THE HON THS CHIEF MINISTER

. 8ir, as the House will be aware, and following a suggestion made

by the Hon J Bossano at our last meeting, the Government made a
contribution to the running expenses of the Falkland Islands office
in London. Insofar as the Task Force Fund is concerned, again the
House will be aware of the magnificent effort which has been made
by so many people in Gibraltar, following the leadership given by
the Licensed Victuallers Assoclation, in raising an amount of about
£54,000. The Government considers that that contribution to this
partlcular fund should be seen as a contribution by the public at
large as a reflection of their individual and collective apprecia-
tion and recognition of the sacrifices made by the Task Force.

The Government is, however, considering making a contribution to
the Palkland Islanders who have suffered losses as the result of
the war and for which donations have been publicly invited in order
to make up the shortfall between Government reparatlon/lnsurance
claims and the needs of the Islanders. .

Perhaps the Leader of the Opposition would like to discuss this
matter with me and, if we are agreed, in consultation also with
the Hon MNr Bossano, we could then consider The amount of the
donation to be made. »
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6.7.82
NO. 167 OF 1982 ' ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Will Government give a firm commitment that by October this year
it will enact legislation to enable employers to <introduce nomina-
tion forms for the payment of sums due to the next of kin without
the need for letters of administration?

ANSWER

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Mr Speaker, I will ensure that the draft legislation is submitted
to Government in time to enable it to take this course of action
if it approves the details of the measure. Can I add that I am
aware this is a long outstanding matter and if the Hon lMember will
leave it with me I will expedite it.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 167 OF 1982

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will the Attorney-General also consult the DOE and PSA
agencies to ask their views on the matter and try and bring them
into the scheme if possible?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

There is no reason why I cannot.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, surely, what I am saying would in fact affect the whole
of Gibraltar. We are talking about legislation to which all
employers public and private would be able to work to, it is not a
guestion of it being done for the Gibraltar Government only, it is
a question of legislation for the whole of Gibraltar.

L3
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| 6.7 .82
WO0. 168 OF 1982 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

When will Government expect to have completed its study of the
proposals submitted for the privatisation of the Naval Dockyard?

ANSWER
THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

Sir, the Government expects to complete its study of the proposals
submitted for the commercialisation of the Dockyard by the end of
August. ‘

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 168.0F 1982

HON "J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, what does the Government propose to do subsequent to
its having completed its study, does it have a programme of how
it intends to proceed having completed its study?®

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, Sir, if I may as I am working for the Government on
this, the proposals from the consultants are expected at the end
of July, they will then be considered by the Government. It

will then in the light of the report received from the consultants
have to decide how it is going to proceed. I think it is still
early yet to say how it should proceed, it depends very much on

the recommendations which come from the consultants.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, when the Minister said that the end of August was the
anticipated completion date, does that imply that they expect by
the end of August to have been in a position to make up their own
minds as to the feasibility of the proposals and also for the
British Government to have made up its mind about the feasibility .
of the proposals or does it mean that having made up their own
minds by the end of August they then have to refer the matter to
the British Covernment to see what the British Government view is?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

When the Government has reached its own conclusions it will have

to put proposals forward to the British Government to look at,

- that may take well until towards the end of October.

HON J BOSSANO:
So that in fact whether the possible privatisation of the Naval Dock-

yard was on or not would not be known until both parties had made up
their minds so in fact the time-scale is October than than August?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPKENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Mr Speaker.
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o 6.7.82
NO. 169 OF 1982 -  ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO'

Can Government state Nhether the air ban continues to be lmposea
by the Sbanlsn AuthOﬁlnles?

AHS"“‘R

LA A

THE HON THE CHIEF MINLSTER

"Sir, I can confirm that the Spanish Prohibited Area remains in being.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QU STION NO, 169 -OF 1982

HON J BOSSANO:

Is Government aware whether it was intended to continue the air ban
after the ilmplementation of the Lisbon Agreement had, in fact, that
materialised on 25 June9 _

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Spanish Government assured the British Government on 8 January
that after the Lisbon Agreement was implemented early practical

steps would bhe taken in the interest of air safety to adjust the
application of the Spanish Prohibited Alr Space. It is for the
British Government to consider any_further steps following the

latest postponement., Gibraltar's views on the matter are, of course,
well known to th@ Drltnsh Government andlndeed.to the Spanish Govern-
ment. .

HON J BOSSANO:

Is it not a fact, Mr Speaker, that- the Spanish authorities .have
indicated that the restrictions on air space around Gibraltar are
related to the mililtary nature of Gibraltar and of the surrounding
area and that consequently not entirely determined by the 1mplemen~
tation of the Lisbon Agreement? Is this a fact or not?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Well, I think that the Lisbon Agreement was signed on behalf of the
Government of Spain for the whole of Spain, It is no secret that

at times 1t has been suggested that the Spanish Prohibited Air Space
is becsuse there 1s a military aerodrome in the place over which

they claim sovereignty. There 1s no doubt about that, but there 1s
no doubt sbout two of the facts that as far as I understand the
Spanish Constitution, the Prime Minister speaks for the whole of the
Spanish Nation and he so undertook under the.terms of the Lisbhon
Agreement to do so on 8 Janlary.

HON J BOSSANO:

But would not the Chief Ninlster agree that since the Spaniards
themselves have drawn a distinction between the ailr restrictions
by relat1ng them to military activities on the Rock and the other
economic restrictions that they_have 1mposed on Gibraltar which
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they related to theilr interpretation of the Treaty of Utrecht, it
would be legltimate to ask Her Majesty's Government to pursue the
discontinue of the air restrictions in the context of Spain's

membership of NATO? :

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I think that 1t 'should be a matter of knowledge to all NATO
‘members some of whom send their alrcraft to Gibraltar too and
‘some of whom hsve also suffered as a result of the restrictions,
not only in respect of the approaches to Gibraltar but in respect
of all the flying in Spain which may regulire necessarily, apart
from any commercial agreement, specific permission. I do not
know whether NATO has any particular reciprocal clauses in
respect of its membership as to over-flying apart from the fact
that you would have to give notice, No, I think that the fact
that the Spaniards have taken every opportunity to squeeze the
people of Gibraltar whether it be on the military net or on the
economic net is all a symptom of the same disease, the lack of
understanding of the rights of the people of Gibraltar to deter-
mine their future and their determination to carry on doing so.

HON J BOSSANO:

My Speaker, whilst accepting the analysis as regards to motivation
what I am asking the Hon and Learned Chief linister is whether he
would agree with me that given the distinction that the Spaniards
themselves have drawn on this matter, does 1t not in fact give the
British Government an opportunity now to point out to the Spaniards
that they can hardly consider the British bese in Gibraltar which
“is a NAGQ facility a threat to Spanish national security and that
there can be no logical or deéfensible military reasons for saying
that they have to impose restrictions on alr space on Gibraltan
from a miiitary standpoint? S : :

HON CHIBF MINISTER:

Yes, of course, I agree and I am sure that that will be taken up
but I shall certainly vursue that aspect of. it certainly we have
taken every opportunity to draw attention to the fact that the
air ban, any mishap -~ fortunately we have been very lucky - would
have irreparable damage to any future relations between Gibraltar
and Spain as a result of the alr ban. '

MR SPEAKER:

Next questiocn.
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6.7.82
HO. 170 OF 1982

THE HON J BOSSANO

When does Government expect to be in a position to reply regarding

the possibility of establishing a sanctuary for the Barbary Ape in

the Upper Rock? o
ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The whole of the Upper Rock is already considered to be a. sanctuary
. for all forms of wildlife which are fully protected by our:legisla-
tion. A proposal has been received to fence off a large area of the
Upper Rock to establish a "hkonkey Park". Examination of the
proposals, which will include extensive consultation with the
Ministry of Defence, the Development and Planning Commission, the
Scientific Authority, the Tourist Office and other interested
parties, will be required before a final answer can be glven and
before I am asked when will this be done I would like to say that

we only received the proposals a couple of months agoe.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 170 OF 1982
HON J BOSSANO: ‘

Would the Chief Minister agree that the proposals of which I am
fortunate to have been given a copy in fact appear on the surface,
certainly to a layman, to make very sound reading and that there
seems to be a great deal supplemented both from the conservation
vroint of view and from the point of view of providing a tourist
attraction in Gibraltar which are the essence of the argument?
Would he not agree that on the surface they appear to make 8 lot
of sense?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It makes a lot of sense. We will have to wait to see hOW'much it
costs because I always believe that for the meagre rations:that
appear on the estimates for the keeping of the apes, the attractlon
to the tourist is out of all proportion to the cost to us® of
keeping them there. But, for so long may they stay. )
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