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18,100,873
NO. 308 OF 1983 ORAL

THx HOW A J HAYRES

Sir, will Government state why no tender was awarded in respect of
the proposed change of user for the ex-Port @ffice at Waterport°

ALV SW LR
N .
THE HON TEE MIKISTER FOR ECONOKIC DEVELORLINT AND TRADE

Kr Speakur, the 03081ng date for tender for this project was last
Wednesdqy.

SUPPLEKENTARY T0 QUESTION NO. 308 R 198%

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will a tender be awarded in this g¢ase or is it another
one that is walting for Kovember and for development?

HON A J CANEPA:

Kr Speaker, the tenders received have been referred for a technical
appraisal to the relevant depsrtment. We are aow on the 18th of
October, I would imagine that a decision on thz awerd of the tender
can be tzken concurrently with the negotiatiemrs con this loan. The
sum involved is not very great, I think in this case it 1is of the
order of £90,000 or £100,00C so perhaps there shculd not be any
Adifficulty if a satisfactory tender has been mweceived,

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, are tenderers warned that Government may not have the
money to award a tender?

MR SPEAKIR:

ifo, no.

HOL' A J CALWEPA: ‘ : .
Are they awarded if we do-not have the ﬁoney?
HOX A J HAYN=S:

Are the tenderers warned o « o o e

MR SPEAKAR:

Order, we are not going to go into the system of tendering now, not
under this question. NWext guestion.
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18.10.83
NO. 309 QOF 1983 ORAL

THE FHON J BOIZANO

(O]

Can Government state what is the position regarding the recommenda-
tion a year ago by the consultants who selected Appledore that
employees of Blands should be paid the same redundancy terms as
Dockyard employees?

. ASWIR
THE HON THW FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPEENT SHCRETARY -

«

Sir, the consultants' report dated September 1982, dealing with the
selection of the preferred operator recommenfed, inter alla, that
the possibility be considered of making redundancy payments to those
Blands employees engaged on shiprepairing on the same basis as those
available for the workforce in HM Dockyard.

Earlier this year, the firm involved wrote to the Chairman of the
Project Study Group which was set up to consider and examine proposals
for commercialisation and related matters. It was subseguently agreed
that discussions on compensation would be held, without prejudice to
any party, betwecn the firm's financial advisers and the project study
financial consultasnts. A meeting was held in Februery, 1983. The
project study finsncial consultants sought certsin information
regarding Rland's shiprepair operation which, tc date, has not been
forthcoming. In the event, by Iay 1983, the eomsultants deferred
further consideration pending the outcome of decisions on commercisl-
isation between the British and Givbreltar Goverrnments. Following
Blsnd's announcement to close its shiprepair sperations, the Unicn
involved has made certain representations to the Gibraltar Government.
The matter is currently being considered. '

ix}

SUPPLEWAETARY PC QUESTICH MO. 309G 9F 1983

HOX J BOSSAIO:

Mr Speaker, is the position then .that the Government accepted the
recommendations of the consultants or not or zmas 1t rejected? Wwas
the decision taken in principle at the time ome way or the other?

HOIY FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SZCRITARY:

Sir, I think the matter has to be looked at im its time-scale. The
recommendation was made in September, 1982, against the background
of the Dockyard closure in 1983. There has bteen, obviously, defer-
ment of closure znd there are a number of aspscts to the problem
which have to be examined before the Governmenkt itself can consider
whether or not thet recommendation should be mecepted or rejected
but it has not taken a declisicdn on that.

HON J BOSSANO:

Kr Speaker, surely, the Government having had the recommendation that
this particular group of workers should receiwe the same compensation
as Dockyard employees had to decide in princimle whether it accepted
the principle involved irrespective of when the payment would be due
or what the amount would be, surely, one precedes the other?



HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPHINT SECRETARY :

I recognise the point of principle which the Hon lember is trying
to make but I think that tn@ problcm has to be examined at the
time and one would havce to examine, for example, what were the
reasons for closure of Blands Shiprepair Yarg.

HON J BOSS#ANQ:

But if in fact the recommendation of the consultants was conditioned
initially on the basis that if Blands shiprepsir facility was closed
as a result of the Dockyard's commercialisation by a different firm
the people concerned shoulc be compenssted or the same terms as
Dockyard employees, did the Government on that basis accept the
recommendation if that was the recommendation?

HOKN FINARCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SZCRETARY:

The Government, as I say, Sir, cannot take a decision on the matter.
For exgmple, if I may refer to another recommendation in the
consultants' report because the question has to bte looked at as =
whole and not in terms of individual recommendéztions and one of the
aspects which was raised by the consultants was the extent to which
Bland's employees could be re-hired in the nevw venture, the extent
to which Blands could be involved with the new overstor and so on.
These were matters which were being consicered in the project study
so, therefore, a decision on & recommandation in cenbpmher, 1g82,
could not be taker and events subseguesntly have shown that there
are other featurss“to the situation which alss have to be consldered,
for example, deferment of closure of the FHaval Dockyard.

HCiv J B0SSANO:

Is the Governnent then saying, Mr Speaker, thst the possibility of
the redundancy payment being made available to Lhoze involved and
being funded by the Government has not in fact bzen excluded? -

HOW FIRANLCIAL AND DEVILOPMIERT SECRETARY:

That is correct.

HOMN J BOSSAXO:

And can I ask in that case whether it forms part of the £28m package
whether the Fon and Learmed Chief Hinister will be making another

visit to Mrs Thatcher to get money for Blands?

HON FPINAKCIAL AFD DEVELOPMERT SECRETARY :

If I may clarify this point which I think is & very important one,

I think the question of the Dockyard and its commerciaiisation and
its funding was examined in terms of the new activity and therefore
the funding that was negotiated was 1n respect of the funds reguired
for the new operation. The question of Blands as with other issues
was referred to by the,consultdnts in their report as an outstanding
issue and 1t was placed outside the context of that particular
negotiation so it does not form part of the £28m.



HON P J ISOLA:

Kr Speaker, did the Government not accept that by granting the
commercialisation contract for the Lockyard to Apnledore it was
inevitable that the Blands shiprepair yard would close and dis-—
continue as an independent operation?

MR SPEAKIR:

No, we are not going to go into that because it is not relevant to
the original question.

HOWN P J ISQIA:

But the redundancies are only coming because of closure.

MR SPEAKER:

Yes, but we could go on forever,

HON P J IS0LaAc:

Could I then ask this question? Having regard to the fact that it
was inevitable that with the grant of commercialisation of the Dock-
yard to Appledore that Blands shiprepair yzrd would close and
conseqguently put a lot of people out of work as well as putting a
business of long standing in Gibraltar out of business, has Govern-—
ment no policy to announce in respect of redundancies and other
things related thereto? ‘

HON FINANCIAL ARD DEVELOPHENT SECRETARY :

Sir, the matter of the closure of Blands shiprepszir yard and the
recundancy of its employees is a matter whick is in the first
instance obviously a consideration for the company itself and one
would have to examine, as I said before, the reasons for that
closure. Vhether or not the closure was inevitable and whether zhe
timing of that closure was inevitable in the light of commercialisa-
tion plans announced by both the Zritish and Gibraltar CGovernments,
it 1s not the Gibraltar Governmenrnt that is solely introducing’
commercialisation, is another matter.

HOIN P J ISOLA:

But did not the unpublished report of the consultants clearly indicste
that that would occur and has Government no policy on this?

HON FINAKCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Before forming a policy, Mr Spesker, I think that the Government
would need to consider all the aspects relating to the issue and as
I said in answer to the question consultants were engaged by the
Project Study Group which comprised officials of both the British
and Gibragltar Governments to discuss the possible grounds, without
precjudice, for compensation and I think that the matfer has to be
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scen in that particular context until such time as you can define
what the problem is and what are the parameters then you can take
a decision but you cannot take a decision in principle without
having regard to the more detailed but certainly more important
aspects relating to the problem and timing in this respect I
think is an important consideration. :

HON P J 15014:

One last question, kr Speaker, can I ask the Financial and Develop~-
ment Secretary thet in view of the fact that the closure was due %o
take place in December of this year, I thinii that is the date that

was announced, will Government be in a position to announce their
policy before then or do we have to wait another twelve months?

HOKX FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPKZNT SECRZTARY:
I cannot give any commitment orr that, kr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

Kext guestion.



18.10.83
NO, 7.0 O 1983 ORAL

THY HoN J BEISAN

Can Government conflrm that if the productivity targets assumed by
A & P Appledore for the commercial shipyvard are nct achleved addi -
tional funds will be required over and above the £28m provided by
the British Government?

4 ANSWER

© THE EON THY FRINANCIAL AND DAVELOPMTINE SEORITARY i}

Yes, Sir. That is the view of the consultants who reported to bhoth
the British ana Gibraltar Governments.

SUPPLEMINTARY TC QUXSTION MO, 310 O 1G8%
HON J BOSSANO:

And is that view accepted by the Government of Gibraltar, hir Speakér?
HON FINAWCIAL AND DEVELOPNZEKT SECRIETARY:

Yes, Sir.

HON J BOSSAND:

And if the Government of Gibraltar sccepts thet view what provision
has it made for that eventuality?

HOI PIEANCIAL ALD DA TELOPYERT SECRETARY :

lir Speaker, this was obviously a point which eecncerned the Government
when it received the consultants' report, in fzct, tne consultants'
assumption -~ and it is an assumption - basicelily raferred to a slover
build-up of productivity, in one particular cszse a rise into 87% of
the 1988 target and identifying the need for addiiional funding.
Obviously funcding could take various shapes, It ecould be in the form
of finsnce; it could be in the form of extrs mavel work, it could be

in the form of other adjustments to the operation. One could even,
I am not advocating this but one could even sz& employment levels
being affected as well, this is being purely Eypoethetical. It is
precisely because of this problem which was very clearly identified
by the consultants that the Gibraltar Governmest did make representJ~
tions to the British Government. We could not secure an open-—ended
agreenent in terms of actual pounds and pence hut I think that the
statement made by Nr Ian Stewart on the 27th July regarcing future
economic assistance in respect of the economy and obviously timed in
conjunction with the Dockyard decision, from the Government's point
of view covers that particular point.

HOH J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon Member say in fact which of the mroductivity increases
suggested by Appledore the Government is nOV'HO*FiNg to, is it those
in the tender document, or those in the project study?
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HOW FINANCIAL AND DEVHELOPEERNT STCRETARY:

Neither, Sir, the Governwcnt hopes that the operation will get
off the ground as quickly as Dﬂbsibje and tegt the situsiion on
the ground and it would then have to respond tc the outcome as
it sees Tit,

HON J BOSZANO:

But, ¥r Speaker, whatever that hope may be - and I hope it won't -
but will the Hon Kember not confimrmn thet every report beginning
with the PZID4 Dockyard Study and ending with the Cssey Report,
every report has stressed thst the realisation of the productivity.
target 1s the crucial element and if that is the case what is the
target that the Government is considering to be attainable?

HON PINAKCIAL AND DEVELOPKENT SmCRETARY

The Government, as I said, hopes to see APA'm target ac bleV“J. I

think thst in fairness to 11 the views expresse

that this might be Du¢ﬂlstlc out it cennot work “re isely on a
'\

o
et
b
on

figure, it cqnnot say we agrse with 87% or we agree with 60% or

we agree with 10C%, T gre are many Tectors that come into pley on
brecuctivity, I think too much hes been maie of the gusstion that
the Dockyard workers should worik herder, fullstop. I think there
are other clements such as equipment, mansgenent organisat tion, new

gkl

working practices ani the fact that it is Gowstful whether one can
reslly compare existing.productivity in a nawval yard which is
essentiglliy high qualiiy « « ¢ o o

MR SPmAKTER:

With resnecti, we zre getting involved. Hither you have a target or
Ry . s [
you do not have a tergete.

HCXN FILRAKCIAL A¥D DEVILOPHEINT SECRITARY: -

We do not have a target, Sir, but the point T am trying to meke is
that ® -] © . °

*Ci

kR SPIAKZER:
But at guestion time we must not try and make points, that is what
I am trying tc say.

HOXN J BOSBAKG:

I am not in fact trying to obtain the informsfiion cf the mechanics
of how productivity may or may not be aﬂhJoVrWn Is the Government
aware, for example, that there are vast unexplained cifferences
between the measurement of productivity in L%~ tender that Apple-
dore submitted and in the project study repozt, is ithe Government
aware of that?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Basically all the projections have been devised this is why we went
into a project study stage, we looked at the matter in much more
detail but we are conscious of what the productivity targets are,
we are conscious of what the consultants have recommended or have
advised could be a situation and we will pursue the matter.

HON J BOSSANO:

If the Eon HMember says that he went into much greater detsil then
presumably what he 1s telling the House is thet after going into
more detail he has become more optimistic about the feasibility
Of o L] L] . (-3

IR SPZAKER

With respect, we are begirning to debate I do accent that you are
trying to obtzin an answer to a specific question but in trying to
achieve that we are beginning to debate. I think you must press for
the answer cor legve it at that.

Viell, he hss just introuuced a new element, if I mey point out

Speaker, in the supplementary answer that afte much more deta
flGUICb were ravised but in fact will he confirm that they were
revised upwards, does he accept that?

b
4
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HOX FIHAKCIAL AND DE‘V?JIDPI“EZ\TT SECRETARY :

Yes, Sir, I accept that, they were revised upwards tut I think
whether or not one is more optimistic is ancthe Fatter. That is a
target and one would expect that all the ncces ary conditions will

be prevalent tc enable that target to be achieved ouxthat is some-
thing that is implied in the future. -

HOX J BOSE8ANRO:

Is the Hon Kember telling the House that the Government has decided
to support commercialisation which implicitly must mean that they
sre convinced that the productivity targets ere attainable since
every consultant says it is cruclal and he aeozs not know what the

~ 6

productivity targets are?

HONX FIRANCIAL AND DEVELOPMUNT o‘”RJL-L :

Vhat I am saying, Sir, is that we do not nécessarily accept a partl—
cular target. Ve know what the targets are, what the consultant

- view on those targets are and I do not think anybody can say uhcther
or not they can be attained at this point in iime,



HON J BOSSANO:

And I am asking then can he cxplain if it is as uncertain as that,
can he explain why in the project study the targets have been sub-
stantially increased? There must be a reason, what happened, HKr
Speaker, between the tender accepted from Appledore and the project
study accepted by the Government to make Appledore believe since it
is not explained anywhere, that it was possible to increase
productivity even beyond the original figures substantially more
and does the Covernment accept that or is he aware of that, has he
in fact analysed that point?

EOX FINAKRCIAL ARD DEVELOPMEKNT SECRETARY:

Sir, I do not wish to speak for A & P Appledore but I imagine that
the revision of the fipgures was possible Veczuse Avpledore were
able to undertake a much more detailed analysis of the projected
position, in fact, they went into the matter in great detail and
were able to produce more accurate figures according to them.

Those are the figures that they put to us ané those are the figures
that we have.

HOX P J ISOLA:

¥ay I just ask one question on that, Mr Speskar, could I ask the
Financial and Development Secretary is it not a fzct that the
productivity aimed for by Appledore in the workforce and accevted

by the Government 1s in fact beyond anything schieved in any
United Kingdom Dockyard or shiprepair yard? Is that not a fact?

HON FIFANCIAL AND DEVELOPHMENT SZCRETARY:

I am not aware of that, Mr Speaker.

HOM P J ISOLA: : -

Can I invite the Hon Member to read more carefully one of the
consultants reports where that is stated?

HON J BOSSAND:

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Government, in fact, if the detailed
study produced improved assessments of possible achievement of
productivity, cen the Government explain why this in the project
study materialises in the second and the thiré year and in the
first year the productivity attainment is unchanged, does he know

why? .

MR SPEAKER:

If you do you do and if you don't you don't.
HON PIRANCIAL AND DEVELOPHENT SECRETARY:

I don't,



HON J BOSSANO:
Does the Government not think then that if in fact the success of
the operation crucially depends on the accuracy of the productivity

element in the projection then the Government should have examined
this in detail before committing itself?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVEIOPMENT SECRETARY:

I do hot necessarily accept that, Mr Speaker.

HON J BOSSANO:
Does the Hon Member accept that the consultants have said that if

the productivity targets are not attained the consequences would be
disastrous - to quete from their report?

HON FINANCIAL AND DREVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The element of disaster will depend on the extent to which the target
is or is not achieved,

HON J BOSSAN
Precisely, I agree entirely with the Eon Member, therefore, if the

target is totally unrealistic the disaster is equal in magnitude,
would he not agree? :

MR SPEAKER: - -

No, we are assuming now.

HOX J BOSSAKO:

Mr Speaker, it seems to me that he is unable, in fact, to satisfy
the House that the accuracy of the targets on which the viability

of the operation depends is something upon wikich the kember is
satisfied, is thst the case?

HON FINAINCIAL AND DEVELOPMERT SECRETARY:

It is very difficult, Mr Speaker, to be satisfied on an assumption.

MR SPEAKER:

And it is very difficult, precisely, to answer the sort of questions
you are being asked at this particular stage. Next question.

10



18.10.83
NO, 311 OF 1983 ORATL

THE HON G T RsSTANO

Mr Speaker, would not the Government agree that the figures for the
1982/83% financial year of £3,184,490 for Supplementary %Hstimates and
£1,856,857 in Reallocations reveal a very unsatisfactory state of
affairs with departmental estimates being wildly inaccurate at the
beginning of the financial year and has Government any explanation
to offer?y

. ANSWER ' ' -

THZ HON THE FINANCIAT AND DzVELOPEENT SnCRETARY

Mr Speaker, when producing an estimate a judgement is made on what a
given situation will be at a date in the future. It cannot be an
exact science. Nevertheless for reasons I will give, the Government
does not accept that departmental estimates are wildly inaccurate.
Some £3m voted by Supplementary Appropriation were for services that
could not have been foreseen when the estimates were oprepared or

were the result of the adoption of new policies during the course of
the year.

With respect to the sum of £1.8m quoted for Reallocations, I think
the Hon Nember may agree with me that it is not entirely fair to
include the sum of £987,000 which is the total amount reallocated to
the departmental salaries and wages votes frem Head 27 - Pay Settle-
ment. The mechanism for increasing these departmental votes from a
central Head is of long standing and is not a matter of accurate or
inaccurate forecasting. Of the remainder of the Consolidated Fund
Reallocations some’ LLO% has been reallocated as a result of the new
policy adopted in 1982/83 as stated .in paragraph 22 of the Principal
Luditor's Revort on the 1981/82 Accounts whereby I now epprove re-
allocations of funds between sub-heads zfter the close of the
financial year to enable Controlling Officers to comply with section
;3 of the Public Finance (Control and Audit) Ordinance.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUZSTIOK MO, 311 OF 1983 -
HON G T RESTANO:

Am I to understand that the Hon Member is saying that the Government
is quite satisfied with departmental estimates?

HON FINAWCIAL AND DEVELOPKINT SECRETARY:

One is never satisfied or happy when supplementary expenditure has to
be incurred but there are circumstances which are unforeseen or there
are policies which the Government will wish to adopt during the course
of a particular financial year which have to be met from funds and
therefore to that extent we are satisfied that the purpose is being
achieved.

HOW G T RESTALKO:
The Hon kKember said he was not satisfied just earlier and how he says

that he is satisfied. If he is not satisfied what is the Government
doing to improve the situation? .

11



2.

HON FINANCIAL AWD DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I have not sald that I am not satisfied.

HON G T RUESTANO:

So he is totally satisfied and there is no room for improvement,
is that wQat he is saying?

NR SPEAKER:

No, you don't have to answer that question, that is not seeking
information.

HON G T RESTANO:

What I am seeking, Mr Speaker, 1is an improvement in the system
and I am trying to find out whether the Government is in fact
trying to make some improvements,

HON FPINANCIAL AND DEVELOPHENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I think that the answer tc the gquestion itself high-
lights two aspects which are in themselves improvements in the
system and therefore the Government will continue to pursue any
improvement in the system so that it can be more satisfied or
less dissatisfied.

HOX G T RESTAKRO:

Is there nothing specific the Government is doing about it?

HON PINANCIAL AXD ILZVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

That is a continuing process, Nr Speaker. -

MR SPZAKER:

Next question.

12



18.10.83
NO. 312 OF 1983 ORAL

THEE HON G T RESTAXO

Has Government anything further to report on the unfair discrimina-
tion practised against Gibraltar registered yachts in French Ports
and has Government taken any action on the matter since its answer
to Question No. 262 of 1982%

!
ANSWER

THZ HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Sir, as a result of advice received from the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office at the end of February, 1983, it was decided not to pursue the
proposal to accede to the 1967 Convention providing for mutual ~
assistance between EEC Customs authorities, We were advised that
since Gibraltar does not form part of the EEC Customs Union, partici-
pation in the Convention would be largely meaningless, and it is
questionable whether a territory which does not form part of the
Union is entitled to participate in the Convention. Furthermore, the
extension of the Convention to Gibraltar unilaterally is at this
stage considered to be qguestionable. In the event, doubts have been
expressed as to whether the extension would have the desired effect
of 1lifting the French tax. It was therefore decided to approach the
French Government and formally ask how they reconciled the tax with
Article S5 of the Treaty of Rome and Article 2 of the Corwvention and
Statute on the International Regime of Maritime Ports, 1923..

The British Embassy in Paris approsched the French authorities on the
22 Karch this.year, and have sent seversl reminders. It is now under-
stood that some indication of the formal reply from the French
authorities will shortly be available.

13



_ 18.10.83
NO. 3137 QF 1983 ORAL

THE HO: P J ISOLA

Sir, can Government stete Head by Head actual expenditure in the
Improvement and Development Fund from 1lst April, 1983, to 30th
Septenmber, 19837

ANSWER

TR HON THE FIHANCIAL AND DEVELOPLENT SECRETARY

ir, recorded expenditure on the Improvement and Development Fund
lo 30th September, 1983, presently stands as follows:-

Head 101 Housing £L36,2.9
102 Schools 168,514
103 Tourist Development ' 101
104 kiscellaneous Projects 368,418
105 General Service 92,753
106 Potable Water Service 579,675
107 Port Development 118,L57
108 Telephone Service 75,208
109 Public Lighting 2,500
110 Electricity Service 749,664

Total - £2,551,939

SUPPLEKENTARY TO QUESTION NOC. 313 OF 1983

“

HON P J ISOLA:

Would the Financial and Development Secretary not agree that this
represents apout 25% of the amount that Government expected to spend
over a full year of £10m and would-the Financial znd Development
Secretery give us any encouragement to think that by the end of the
year the Government will have spent the £10m it promised this House
it would spend during the course of the budget in April, 1983% -

HON FPIRAKCIAL AXRD DEVELOPKALKT SBECRIETARY:

lir Speaker, this level of expenditure is for six months and therefore
one would have to examine it in the context of how the corresponding
expenditure for a similar period in previous years have fared but I
accept that it does indicate a reducing level of expenditure over the
estimates of £10m. The extent to which we can pick up the slippage
by the end of the year will depend largely con how guickly we can start
the local projects which the Fon the KNinister for Economic Development
and Trade referred to earlier and how progress is schieved on two
major projects in the Improvement and Development Fund, namely, the
distillation plant and the causeway project. The first one has just
started and the second one is still not ready for tender.

HON P J ISOLA:
-Could I ask one question, I won't trouble the Pinancial Secretary too

much, how is it that in the only vote that there has been excess
expenditure -~ Zlectricity Service - the Govermment has spent more in

14
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six months than they were going to spend in a whole year? Can
the FPinancial and Development Secretary give an explanation for
this, what is this due to, an ultra-efficient electricity service
or a lot of money thrown down the drain?

HON FILANCIAL ARD DREVELOPKENT SECRETARY:
Mr Speake®, I have not got the precise information with me but I

imagine that the increase in expenditure is related entirely to-
the increased expenditure on the Waterport Power Station project.

HON P-J ISOLA:
You mean having to pay Hawker Siddeley money to run the Station

and having to pay for this famous Chairman who is going to solve
our problems? .

HON FINAKRCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, the payments for the Steering Committee do not come
out of the Improvement and Development Funé sco that expenditure
does not arise here. I would presume that the increase in

expenditure is as a result of increased costis assoclsated with
the project, the capital side of the projecte.

HOW P J ISOILA:

I don't know whethér the Minister for Municipal Services can
throw any more light.

MR S3PZAKER:
He is not here.

HOW P J ISOLA:

I thought he might not.

NR SPEAK:zR:

Next question.

15



18.10.83
NO. 31l OF 1983 . ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Can Government state what the Consolidated Fund Balance will be as
at 31st March, 1984, on present economic trends and will it exceed
the £8,483,920 estinated in the officlal Government estimates for
1983/84°

ANSWER

THE HON THE PFINANCIAL AND DRVELOPKINT SECRETARY

Sir, the accounts for 1982/83 will be finslised soon and it is
expected that the Consolidated Fund Balance as at 31lst March, 1983,
will be £11.98m, an improvement of £0.27m on the revised estimates
shown in the FPinancial Statement for 1983/8L.

Given present trends Tor the major revenue items and the supplement-
aries requested by Departments this year, it is now expected that
the Consolidated Fund Balance will be about £7.8m on 3lst Karch,
198L.

16



. | 18.10.83
NO. ‘315 OF 1983 . ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PILIZA

Can Government stagte if there hss been any noticeable adverse effects
on the progress of Gibraltar as a financial centre as a result of the
bad British press on the registration of certain insurance companies
ana can they say if this matter has now been settled as far as
Gibraltar's good name is concerned?

3y
ANSWER

THE HON THEHX FINANCIAL AND DEVEIOPMuNT SECRETARY

Kr Speaker, there have not been any noticeable adverse effects on
Gibraltar's progress as a financial centre as a result of certain
reports in the British press, regarding the failure of two locally
registered 1life insurance companies.

Investigations by Department of Trade appointed inspectors are still
in progress in the United Kingcom and until their report is published
it is not known how it will reflect on Gibraltar. The fullest co-
operation is being provided by Gibraltar Offieials within the limita-
tions set by the secrecy provisions of the Companies (Taxation and
Concessions ) Orainance.,

I should mention, kr Speaker, that we have already gone some way in
redressing the situation locally. ¥Xo new certificates under the
Assurance Companies Ordinance are being issued other than to branches
or agencies of authorised United Kingdom and cther EZC Insurers, or
their subsidiaries.

The drafting of new insurance legislation is in hané and 1t is
expected that proposals will be ready by the end of the year. How-
ever, as the Hon Member will no doubt appreciate, the matters to be
covered are somewhat complex but it is hoped that draft legisiation
could be ready in early 1984 for appropriste consultstions with
interested parties.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION MO. 315 OF 1983

HOX KAJOR E J PELIZA:

It is gratifying, Kr Speaker, to learn that so far there have been
no adverse effects but is the Hon Member aware thet only as recently
as last Saturday there was an article in The Times in which 1t
reports that a Signal Life Investors Action Gwoup has been formed
and that a coordinator of John Porter will be suing . « o « o

MR SPEAKER:

No, with due respect to the Hon and Gallant Xember, we are not going
to get involved in specific instances and what action has been taken.

HOX WAJOR R J PELIZA:

q
Mr Spesker, I think it is relevant because it appears that they are
going Lo sue and I was wondering whether in fzct there is any company
based in Gibraltar that is likely to be sued by this Action Group
which will bring the name of Gibraltar out agzin in the press as in
fact it did last Saturday?

17



MR SPZAK¥R:

That is not within the responsibility of the Government to answer.
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

But can they say if there are any trustees in Gibraltar who are
likely to be sued? If there are, Nr Speaker, making sure that
this does‘not happen again, surely they must have made an

investigation as to which companies here in Gibraltar are likely
to be sued if there are any?

HON FINANCIAL AND DmVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Mr Speaker, I am not aware of the report.

MR SPrAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 316 QF 1983 ORAL

THY HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can Government state what has been the value of imports from 3pain,
broken up by categories, since 1lst Junuary, 1983, and how this amount
compares with the three previous years for the same number of months?

| . : ANSYER

[t

- THE HOI THE FINANCIAL AND DIVIELOPKANT SECREITARY

- Y¥es, Sir. I hope the HBouse will bear with me zs I read a host of
figures but I will provide a photocopy of this quickly to Hon ikembers.
The value of imports from Spain up to July, 1583, and the corresponding
perioas in 1980, 1981 and 1982 are as follows:

1980 1981 1982 1983

Foodstuffs . £181,000 £325,000 £295,0C60 £151,C00
Beverages & Tobacco 89,000 112,006 135,000 139,000
Crude katerials 54,000 34,000 6L, 000 38,000
Animal & Vegetable

Oils : 17,000 19,000 6,GC0 16,000
Chemical products 39,000 51,000 L2,000 L4l ,0C0
ianufactured goods 28,000 61,006 62,000 62,C00
liachinery & Transport

Equipment 56,000 88,000 268,000 267,0C0
kiiscelleneous 266,000 551,000 - 353%,000 L2, 000
. £1,155,GC00

£730,000 £1,241,000 £1,225,000
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18.10.83
NO. 317 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON MAJQR R J PRLIZA

las Government made an assessment of the loss of income and of any
other financial repercussions to Gibraltar as a result of the with-
drawal of the car ferry to Tangier?

¢ ' ANSWER

THZ HO: THE FINAICIAL AND DIEVRIOPEZNT SECRITARY

Mr Speaker, although the announced withdrewal of the car ferry to
Tangier will affect both tourlism and trade between Gilbraltar and
Morocco, it is difficult to quantify the impsct in money terms
since it will have been overshadowed by the effects of the recent
introcuction of the koroccan departure tax.
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18.10.83
NO, 218 OF 1983 . ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, how many road licences for the current year remain unpaid,
and what does this represent in cash terms?

ANSWER

%
THE HOW THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPKMENT SECRETARY

~

Sir, as far as I am aware no vehicles are being driven on our roads
without a valid licence. The Police are constantly on alert so that
the law is not contravened on this account.

However, 1,086 licences have not been renewed. This does not

necessarily mean that these licences remain unpaid but that the
vehicles have either been re-exported from Gibraltar or disposed of.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 318 OF 1983

HON A T LODDO:
Mr Speaker, that does not quite answer my question. I would like to
know what is Government doing to collect licences which they know are

unpaid for vehicles which are no longer in Gibraltar but which have
Gibraltar registration?

¥R SPEAKER:

2y
.t

Tith respect to the Questioner that is not the guestion you have
asked., You have asked: '"How many road lice 1ces for the current
year remain unpaid" - and you have been given that answer - "and
what does this represent in cash terms?' -~ you hav= not been given
tha amount.

HON A T LODDO: : -
I have not been given the amounf.

KR SPEAXER:

Yes, but you have not asked what is Government doing to collect.

HON A T LODDO:

Well, can I ask then what is this amocunt which I have not been given?
What does this represent in cash terms?

HON FINAMCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I think the answer was clear.

MR SPEAKXR:

Not insofar as cash involved is concerned.
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I we take the number of licences that have not been renewed as
1,086 and we believe or we assume that there are 1,086 cars
ground Gibraltar without a wvslid licence then . . . . .

MR SPEAKER:

sked is for whatever reason 1,086 licences which were taken out
ast year have not been taken out this year, what in money terms
does that represent? It is as simple as that.

%o, I do ;ot think you are being asked that. What you are being

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, it is very difficult because it is understood that
all these licences are in respect of cars which have either been
re-exported or have been disposed of.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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| 18.10.83
NO. ' 319 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HOW J BOSSANQ

Can Government undertake that the payment of leaving gratuity to
civil servants who joined the service after 1968 will be restored
and put into effect this year?

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Sir, every effort will be made to conclude action on this matter
before the end of the year. .

SUPPLEMAZNTARY TO QUESTION NO, 319 OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

What is the problem, Mr Speaker, with doing 1it?

HON ATTORNEY~-GENZRAL:
At the moment, Mr Speaker, there is discussion continuing between

Government and the Unions as to the date from which it would be
effective,

HON J BOSSAINO:

Mr Speaker, would -the Hon Member agree that if the discussions were
held more frequently then it would be possible to do 1t before the
end of the year but if there is a lapse of weeks and sometimes months

between one answer from the Government and another answer from the
Government it would be very many years before it is implemented?

HON ATTORIIZY ~GENERAL:
Mr Speaker, I would not agree with that, I am not in a positioﬁ to

agree or disagree with that, I would say that if agreement could be
reached between the parties the matter will be expedited.

HON J BOSSAN

What is in fact the Goverhment policy on this matter?

HON ATTORNEY -GENERATL:

Mr Speaker, the Government has already indicated that on principle

it is willing to pay gratuities for permanent and pensionable
officers who resign early.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10,83
NO. 320 QOF 1983 ORAL

THE HON J BCSSANO

Can Government undertake that the necessary legislation to provide
pension rights for part-time employees will be brought to the House
this year?

THE HON THE ATTORKEY-GENERAL

~

Mr Speaker, on 8 December, 1982, in answer to Question No. 28C of
1982 from the Hon Mr Bossano I said:

"The conditions under which part-time service should become
pensionable have been finally decided and the Government
is now in a position to make the details availsble to the
staff representatives,

The Industrial Relations Officer will initiate discussions
with the Staff Side during the course of next week'.

Several meetings have since been held between the Industrial Relations

Officer and staeff representatives but progress has been slow. Every
effort will be made to settle this matter as soon as possible.

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QUESTION 10. 320 OF 1983

HOIN J BOSSANO:

*&.

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member not accept that in fact the House
approved a motion to carry out this some four years' ago and to say
that it will be done as soon as possible is in fact to give no
commitment at all that it will ever be done?

HON ATTORHEY-GIWERAL:
Mr Speaker, I cannot remember the exact date but I do accept that it
was some time ago that the House did consider this matter, yes. All

I can say is the matter is being considered by way of discussions
between the parties.

HON J BOSSANO:
Mr Speaker, the Hon Member in fact in quoting from his previous

answer of eleven months ago said that negotiations would start
within a week, is he aware that they did not start within a week?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
No, Mr Speaker, I am not aware, but they have started nevertheless.
HON J BOSSAKRO:

But is he aware that in fact discussions on this takes place two or
three times a year? Is he aware of that?
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HON ATTORNEY~-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I am not aware of that either but I am quite happy
to make enquiries as to how often ciscussions do take place. I
am sure that there may be reasons why they take place when they
do or when they do not but I am quite prepared to look into it
and see what the position is.

)
HON J BOSSANO:

Does the Government accept, in fact, that since the House has
approved a unanimous motion on this subject several years ago
there is in fact no reason in principle why it should not be

implemented?

HON ATTORNEY-GENZRAL:

That is so, Mr Speasker, but there are points of detail of the
scheme which must be settled if the scheme is to be able to be
presented to the House in workable form and that is what the
hold-up is but, yes, the principle has been accepted long ago.

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon and Learned Member give some indication of what is
the complexity involved in providing a pension for a part-timer
on the same basis as the UK departmcnts do, that is, for anybody
working eighteen hours a week which in the case of the UK depart-
ments takes up a paragraph of something like four lines? ¥Why is
it that it takes us five years to produce a four line amendment
to the law?

HON ATTORKEY-GENZIRAL:

lir Speaker, the matter ought to be capable of resolution. I do
not want to go into the details of the negotiations but my under-
standing is that there gre arguments going on as to the proportion
of pensioners that srise in the case of part-time working, dis-
cussion as to what the position is in the UX ané what the position
is here. I must say I am bouao to agree it ought to be capable of
fairly prompt resolution,. : .

MR SP=AKER:

Next qguestion.
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18.10.83
NO. 321 OF 1983 ORAL

THL HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government state the position as regards the publication of
the index of the Laws of Gibraltar?

ANSWER

v e st

! TH: HON THE ATTORNEY-GENSRAL

Yes, Mr Speaker. The index is ana has for some time been in proof
form. It has however proved necessary to make a number of alterations
to it, Despite the commitment I earlier gave to the Hon and Learned
Member, I regret that it has not yet proved possible to deal with
these. It is now proposed to update and publish the index with effect
from 1 January, 198L.

SUPPIEMAENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 321 OF 1983

HON A J HAYNES:

When will the index for January, 198L., appear, kr Speaker?

HOX ATTORIEY -GENZRAL:

Mr Speaker, I am aware that I have given a commitment to the Hon and
Learned Member and it has not been possible to deliver on that and I
apologise to him for it but I can assure him that this index is in
draft, it has been:in draft a long time and I see no reason why it
'should not be ready promptly as soon as one can get time to correct it.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon and Learned Attorney-General not agree that
it would be more helpful for those who reguire to consult the index if
he were to publish it as from lst January, 1983, bescause with 1984 it
would mean Four years of legislation have not been indexed and is that
not a very unsatisfactory position? Would it not be helpful to every-
body who has to use it to have it published as at lst January, 1983,
if it is in proof form why not get it out?

HOW ATTORIEY -GENERAL:

I think the answer to that, Mr Speaker, is that for every additional
year that passes the index is more complete so if it is published as
at lst January, 198L, you have got all the information up to 198L.

HON P J ISOLA:

_ Kr Speaker, thst may be so but it was in proof form the last time the
Hon and Learned Attorney-General answered s question to my Hon and
Learned Friend and will he forgive us if there is a slight suspicion
in our minds that by saying lst January, 198L, he is really postponing
the evil day for everybody including himself and I would ask him to
reconsider this and consider publishing 1lst January, 1983%, which I
think will be helpful to all those who have to consult them and I
think there are a great number, including Judges and things like that?
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HON ATTORNIY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I am bound to say that I cannot see the advantage of
publishing it at this stage as at 1983,

MR SPEAKER:

May I perhaps as a man who is also affected say that the advantage
would be that at least we would have an index up to 31st December,
j983h and to that extent we wouléd be able to use it even though we
lay not have an index for the year 198L. At least we would Dbe
having an index up to 3lst December, 1983,

HON ATTORNBY~-GENERAL:

I take the point, Mr Speaker.

HOL P J ISCILA:

Is the Hon and Learned Attorney-General saying he will?

HON ATTORKEY-GENERAL:

I am saying I will try.

HON P J ISOLA:

We are very grateful.

HON A J EBAYNZES:

Mr Speaker, will the Hon Attorney-General confirm that even 1T an
index is published as for the lst January, 1¢8L, that that index
itself will become obsolete as soon as the revised laws are
introduced also in 198L%? The provosal was to have the revised.
laws produced for 1984, Mr Spesaker, and thet will of itself mean
that the index needs revision.

HOI ATTORWEY-GENERAL:

I think not. The index simply states all the laws that are in
force at a given date. I thirk not and I also think there is a
point in having a separate index from the revised edition of the
laws because even though if you have a set of the laws you can
look at the introductory pages and see the index, there is also
a point in having a separate document or booklet that practi-
tioners and other pecople can use-as a convenient ready reckoner,
as it were. .

MR SPEAKER:

Wext question.
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18.10.83
NO. 322 OF 1983

ORAL
THE HOR -J BOSSAKO

Can Government state how many qualified teachers have resigned from

the service this year and how many have completed their training
and Joined the service?

4
ANSWER

THE HOMN THIH MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HEALTH

'!
Sir, ten qualified teachers have resigned from the service this year.

A total of twelve students completed their initial teacher-~trzining
courses in the UK and eleven have joined the Department.
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18.10.83

NO. 723 OF 1983 ORAL

(Question withdrawn by Hon A T Loddo)
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18.10.83
NO. %2l OF 1983 ORAL

THE HOM %W T SCOTT

Sir, have non-British Passport holders or non-residents of Gibraltar
bheen allowed to enrol for evening classes run by the Department of
Education? :

ANSWER

preamaimiret sy

tHE HON THE WINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HuALTH

-

Sir, Enrolment for evening classes run by the Department of Education
is restricted to persons who -re resident in Gibraltar irrespective
of nationality. Non-residents of Gibraltar have not been allowed to
enrol. It has however come to light that there are three doubtful
cases and these are being investigated.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 324 CF 1983
HON W T SCOTT:
So, Kr Speaker, what the Minister is saying is that if it is established
that these people who have already been enrolled presumably taking the

opportunity of having evening classes, if it 1s found out that they do
not qualify they will not be allowed to continue their classes?

HON J B PEREZ:
Mr Speaker, I think it really depends on the particular circumstances

of each individuagl:case. We will have to consider the whole matter
‘when the matter has been fully investigated and see vhat we shall do.

HON w T SCOTT:

But if it is established, Mr Speaker, that they are non-residents
presumably they will not be allowed to continue?

HON J B PEREZ:

It may well be that that may be the case, on the other hand it may be
felt that we would allow them to finish the course.

HON ¥ T SCOTT:

Would not this be setting a very dangerous precedent, Mr Speaker,
because you are compounding the original mistake?

HON J B PEREZ:

The point is, Sir, that until we have examined each case individually
I do not know.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 325 QF 1983 ORAL

THE HCON A T LOIDO

ir Speaker, can the Minister for Education say:-

(a) How long the painting of the Boys' Comprehensive School has
been going on?

(v) How hany classrooms have now been painted?
(c) What is the cost of the painting so far?

(&) Vhen does Government expect the jobs to be completed?

ANSVVER

THE HON THE MINISTYR FOR ZDUCATION AND HEALTH

(a) Interral painting of the Boys Comprehensive School commenced’
on the 28th June, 1982.

(b) Twenty-three classrooms and workshops have rnow been painted
including common areas, corridors, toilets, stores, etc.

(c) Separate accounts are not kept for expenditure incurred at
each school but rather as expenditure incurred under
kaintenance for Bulldings under the Education Department.
It is considered that approximately £4C,0CC has been spent
at Bayside School to date.

{d) It is not possible to assess completion with any accuracy as

progress is entirely dependent on the areas which can be made
available for painting at any one time.

SUPPLELRRTARY TO QUsSSTION NO., 325 CF 1683

HOX A T LODDO: ' )

Mr Speaker, roughly I work it out at £1,739 per classroom and the
school has yet not been completed. %Would the Kinister not agree
that it is an appalling state of affairs that with the Government
trying to effect economy in the present climate that it should be
costing Government £1,739 per classroom including corridors, common
rooms and what have you, does not the ¥inister consider that this is
an appalling state of affairs?

HON J B PEREZ:
No, kr Speaker, I do not.

HON A T LODILO:

Mr Spesker, do I take 1t that the Minister is quite happy with the
progress and the costs of painting classrooms at the rate of £1,739
per classroom? Is the MNinister happy with this state of affairs?
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HON J B PYREZ:

Mr Speaker, I am not satisfied with the progress that is being
made as Minister for Education. .

HON A4 T LODDO:

% PR . I3 s . . . .
Mr Speaker, as kinister for Education what is the Minister doing
(1) to expedite the completion of this projeci before we have
another strike by the teachers saying that they canmnot work in
~

these dreadful conditions, and (2) what is he doing to see that
the costs are kept to a minimum?

HON J B PEREZ:

The Ninister is constantly pressing the Public Vorks Department
to get on with the Jjob.

HO P J ISOLA:

Has the Minister given any thought, Mr Spesaker, to the sort of
time that it 1s goling to take all the Government schools? Will
they be painted during this generation or the next if it takes
sixteen months not to complete one school out of the twenty-
three~odd schools in Gibraltar?

MR SPEAKE

Hd

Next guestion., - :

HON M K FZLTHERSTONZ:

Sir, may I revert to Question 325 in which part of the guestion
asked: "What was the cost of painting so far?', and my Hon
Colleague gave the figure of some £40,000. I have looked into
this figure which apparvently on the surface appezars to be
exorbitant but I would like the House to know that the ceilings
of the school have because of instructions from the specialists
who enguireda into the school needed to have six coats of paint
an¢ the painting has worked out at an average cost of about £1
per square metre which is not an exorbitant figure by any means.
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18.10.83
NO, %26 OF 1983 ORAL

THE _HOxN A T LODDC

Mr Speaker, will the Minister for Education make a statement on the
problems belng encountered by the Commercial Section of the Girls'
Comprehensive?

3 ARSI ER

- THZ HON TH® KIKISTER FOR ®DUCATION AND HFALTH

Mr Speaker, 1 am not aware of any serious problems being encountered
by the Commercial Section of Westside School, based at the John
Mackintosh Hall, other then the normal administrative problems
encountered annually, in running a complex school time-table involving
an annexe at some distance away from the meln building.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO, %26 OF 1983

HOIN A T LODDO:

lir Speaker, am I not right in believing that some of the teaching
staff at the Girls' Comprehensive are refusing to gec bteck to teaching
in the annexe?

HON J B PEREZ:

I am not aware of thst, Mr Speaker.

HON 4 T IODDO: -

Kr Speaker, would the Minister care to find out and let me know
whether I am correct in my assumption?

HON J B PEREZ: : .

I will of course undertake to do that. Let me just add that before
preparing the reply to the question the department obviously contacted

the Headmistress involved and no serious problems were put to us but
nevertheless I will undertake to do that.

MR SPEAKIR:

Next question.
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18.10.83

NO. 327 OF 1483 ORAL

THE HoOM A T LODDQO

Mr Speaker, how many times has the Boys' Comprehensive School been
broken into, and why have Governmenit not telken preventive measures?

§ ANSWER

B THE 77ON THE MINTISTEZR FOR SDUCATION AYD HTALTH

Mr Speaker, the number of reported break-ins at Bayside School since
Januaiy, 1983, is nil. The present security arrangements are
considered satisfactory.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUBSTICH MO, 327 OF 1983

.

HON A T LODDO:

lKr Speaker, if my reading of this question is correct I did not ask
how many times has the Boys' Comprehensive Schoonl been broken into
since January, 1983, I asked: "How many times has the Boys' Compre-

hensive School been broken into?" - since it was built? #r Speaker,
I have not had an answer.

¥R SPEAKER:

I do not think you.are going to get one.

L4

HON A4 T LODDO:

I have asked: "How many times has the Boyé' Comprehensive School
been broken into 7"

HON J B P:EREZ: ‘ -

Let me say how I interpreted the question, kr Spesker, in order to
prepare the answer.

iR SPEAKZER: ' '
The answer 1s none.

HOIW A T LODIO:

one since January, 1983, lr Speaker, but I have not asked since

Januery, 1983, I have asked: "How many times has the school been
broken into?"

MR SPEAKER:
Have you an answer to the question?
HON J B PEREZ:

I have an answel really for the years 1980, 1981 and 1982.
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HON A T LODDO:

Can we at least have those?

HON J B PEREZ:

Yes, you will get those but let me first of all explain that my
interpretation of the guestion was whether we were taking further
preventive nmeasures in view of a number of break-ins and that is
why I said since January, 1983, there have been nil,

MR SPIAKZER:

No, the guestiorn is couched in general terms,
s a &

HON J B PZREZ:

During 1980 there was one reported break-in, during 1581 there
were two reported breask-ins and during 1982 thesre were four
reported break-ins. As a result of the 1982 break-ins the
preventive measures enforced were the normal ones of ensuring
thet the minimum cash is left at the schcocol and that this is
locked up in e strong box and that windows and doors should be
properly locked and secured after working hours.

HOW A T LODDO:
¥r Speaker, so other than these very, very minimum measures Govern-
? 3 3

ment has not tasken any other measure. like installing burglar alarms
of any description?

HON J B PEREZ:
That is why I said that in view of the fact that since January,

1983, there have been no reported break-ins we were gquite satisfied
with the measures that have been taken.

MR SFEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 328 OF 19873 ORAL

THZ HON G T RASTAN

Has No. 1 engine at the Watcerport Power Station now completed its
reliabhility run?

ANSTRER

THY HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SREVICES

Yes, Sir.

SUTPLEKENTARY TO QUSSTICON NO, 328 0@ 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Can the kinister say when it completed the run?

HON Dx R G VALARINO:

The thirty days reliabllity trial was completed at the end of June,
1963,

HO G T RESTANO:

Can the ¥inister say why it took so long froz Hovembsr when the
engine first started to run, why it took so leong for it to complete
the thirty days reliability run?

"HON DR R G VALARINO: \

Mr Speaxer, Sir, I answered thilis gquestion in & previous qguestion to
the House, No. 128 of 1983, in which I said znd I quote from Hansard:
"As a result of the investigations carried ou¥ at both the mesnu-
facturers works and thelr sub-contractors, minor modifications have
been introduced andé the modified pumps are slready back in service
with set To. 1. This varticular engine has nor run over 3,000 hours
and has just recently been serviced and thoroughly 1napccted Ko
problem hes been identified and all items inspected have beern found
in excellent condition. The engine has now rscommenced 1ts reli-
ability run and over the whole periocd has prozuced in excess of 12
million units to the system". This answer was given on the 28th
Larch, 1983. ‘

HOMN ¢ T RESTANO:

Kr Speaker, that answer was on the 28th kKarck, 1943, but the reli-
abllity run did not end until-June, so that was a further three
months. Is the hinistcr satisfieda that the emgine is in good and
proper working order?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Er Spcaker, the reliability run is rzally to see whether the
engine will work for thirty days under certaim conditions and 1t is
really to make sure that the engine is capablz of working this amount
of time. Let mwe say that the reliability rum started at the beginning
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off June so the timing between the 3rd March and the 1st June was
a mere six weeks which vere probably used to make sure that the
engine was totully alright ord that the relistility run could
start on the sel date which was the begimming of June.

HCN G T RESTANO:

What I am trying to clarifly, Mr Speaker, is that we have not been
sold a dud engine, that we have been sold a good engine that will
last for many years? ' .

HON DR R G VALARINO:

¥r Speaker, Sir, I would like to reassure my Hon Friend on the
other side that we have not been sold a dud engine, in fact, we

have been sold an extremely good engine and I am glad to say that
everything is proceeding as it should.

NI SPu4AXEIR:

Kext guestion.
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‘ 18.10.83

NO, 329 0F 1883 ORAL

THi HON G T RIESTANO

Mr Spealker, is Government now prepared to disclose what are the
areas of disagreement in the Electlricity Department's Steering
Committee, which has now been deliberating for over ocne yeor, and
T e

which prevents the take-over of the Waterport Power Station by
Governmeng?

" ANSVEL

THZ FIONM THZE MINISTIR FOR MURICIPAT STRVICTES

kr Speaker, 3ir, what had been considered to be the final draft of
the agreement, resulting from the discussions in the Steering
Committee, has been with the Staff Side for ratificstion for some
time. Resulting from the Staff Side consultations management have
been informed of a nunber of areas of disagreesment.

A1l major dissgreements have been resolved with the exception of
one, namely, the working arrangements for the introduction of
mechanical maintenance on shift, on which agreement has not been
possible.

SUPPLILENTARY TC QUISTION 0. 3239 OF 1683

HOI¥ G T RESTARO:

Will the kKinister give us some detalls about that disagreement?

HON DR R G VALARIIO:

3

[

¥r Spesker, Sir, yes, this is a disagreement where the mechanical
section Waan a system of rotetion to be introduced whereas vie feel
that for the good of electricity in general we want a set team to
be able to look after the engines and this is the particular area
in which we have differences of opinion.

oS

HON G T RESTAND:

So what is the Government going to do now sbout the situation?

HOIN DR R G VALARIXO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, conseguently management hoVP advised the Staff
Side of the Steering Committee at a meeting held yesterday morning
that afler the prolonged delibverations that have tsken place;
management will be teking steps to advertise all industrial jobs
in accordance with norwal practice and in line with the conditions
contained in Llhe drafi agresment as from the 19th October, 1683,

HOE G T RESTALG:

Can Governmeni say the number of staff involved on the Staff Side
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HON LR R G VALARINQ:

Er Speaker, I do not have the number of vacancies at this very
moment but I shall communicats it to my lion Friend as soon as

possible. I think it must ke something in the region of ten.

MR SPrAKER:

Next questione.
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18.1C.83
NO., 330 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON ¢ T REITANO

8ir, how much time and whot }-n keen the cost incurved in apportioned

vages in relation to Government employees involved in the Blectriciiy
Department's Stesring Committee?

s ANSWER

s

THE HOY 9N VINTSTER FOR mUVI”IPAL 3ERVITES

Ilr Speaker, the Steering Committee has formally met on thirty-one
occasions., The length of meetings has varied from an hour to two-
and—-a-~half hours., The number of Cfficial Side representstives heas
varied between four and five, while the nunmber of Government
erployees released from their normal duties in order to attend
meetings has varied from three to seven. In addition to these a
secretary has been present on each occasion.

Furthermore, sub-compittees involving two offi
Side and between two and five Staff Cide repre
approximstely twenty-five occasions, each meet
and two hours.

rs from the Officisl
ntatives have met on
¢ lasting between one

There have., of course, been a similar number of meetings invelvin
5 3 {a) g
representatives of the 0fficial Sidae.

The amount of time spent is estimated at over 1,000 man hours at a
cost of approximetely £L,000 and indicates thﬂ extent to which
Government has allowed the Steering Committe ne opportunity to
carry out the task with which it was chargea.
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NO. 331

O® 1983

18.10.83

ORAL

' TILZ _HOR

-,
Ly

7
L

LAOmAND

Is Government now in a position

to

what were the

state

o2

for the hire of the skid gen@rqtors{
ANSUER
§
THZ HON THE KINISTHER FOR MUNICIPAL SHERVICSES
Sir, the total costs for the hire of

SUPPLELTHTARY TO QUITIOIN

the skid generators was £359,06

0. 321 OF 108

I\

Yes, Sir,
I cannot answver.

MR SPZAKZR:

Next guestion.

the instellstion costs and

but obviously this parlt of the guestion

41
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18.10.83

NO. 332 OF_ 1083 ORAL

What numbers of staflf have hecn employed in the overhaul of the
engines sna electrical plant eguipment at the Walterport Power
Station?

'?‘._TF\ - ~\ ‘7':‘ 7 ik of r\f_‘ AN ) = ?.’ Ty a by '3 T oy '\' DNIRD
THES WMON U RITVISTER PO U TCIPAL SuanVT UT‘ 3
P .

Sixr, uhe total personnel involved in thé present overhaul of the two
enrines at Waterport Power Station is .seven; namely, an engineer, a
foreman anc five craftsmen. Additionslly, two crafiamen are carrying
out the servicing of the ancillary electrical and mechanical plant.

SUPPLINENTARY 70 QURATION ¥0. 332 OF 19283

HON G T RESTANG:
Ars these vpersons other than those who are running the Station at
4

the nmoment are they extra or are they from w1*hin the ctheen or
eighteen Lh»u gre euoloded to run the Station continually

HOI TR R G VALARIZO:

Yes, Sir, thay are.

HOI G T RESTAYO: -

s

They are what, extra? ‘

HON DR R G VALARIZQ:

They are extre, Sir.

HOE G T RESTARO:

So altcgether then there are twenty-five members of the staff who
have beern able to run the Station and overhsul the engines, is that
correct?

HOLII DR R G VALARIFKO:

Yes, Sir, let me put it another way. Ve needed the 6,000 hcur over-
haul of Waterport engines 1 and 2. The Jjob was ortract~d out to
Mirrlees Engineers, uhey have come, they hsve done the first engine
which was completed in three weeks and two deys an¢ they are not
tackling the second engine but really these are people uhO have bearn
contracted to come to do a specific job and when the specific job 13
done will be leaving.

MR SPHAKER:

Next question.
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| 18.10.83
NO. 333 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO

What has been the extra revenue to Government for the 2nd and 3rd '
gquarters of this year resulting from the metering of telephones
broken down into trunk and local calls?

L) ANSWER
- THE HON THE MINISTER FCR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Sir, the extra revenue to Government from the 2nd and 3rd quarters
of 198% has been £85,158 broken down into £67,625 due to local call
metering and £17,533 from international traffic.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 333 OF 1983
HON G T RESTANO: '

Is that combined? So that means, Mr Speaker, the lst quarter of 1983
was £64,000 and now the Minister is saying two quarters combined, 2nd
and 3rd, are about £85,000, so that would be about £40,000 odd per
quarter as opposed to £64,000 in the lst quarter. Is the Minister
saying then that there has been a radical reduction in extra income?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I see that the Hon Member has got his sums wrong.

Jf he refers to the answer to Question 261 of 1983 in which I sz2id:
"The extra revenue to Government from lst October, 1982 to 31st March,
1983, has been in the order of £64,000", he will have realised that
the time that I answered that question I took it over a six months
period so I am comparing a six month period with a like six month
period. and to help him in this the six months period last time was
£6L.,000, the six months period this time is £67,625, the six months
period on international calls was £14,00C and the six months period
this time is £17,533.

HON G T RESTANO:
Surely, Mr Speaker, that amounts to one call a day as an average,

surely that cannot be correct? Surely the extra revenue to Govern-
ment on average must be more than 1% calls per day? .

HON DR R G VALARINO:
I am afraid, Sir, that I cannot work out the sum that the Hon Member
has mentioned but I would suggest that we get together after the

House and we have a look at the figures that you think and we think
.and then we can clear this matter up.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 334 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON G.T RESTANO

Will Government state what is the total cost to date of the Chairman
of the Electricity Department's Steering Committee and how many
working days have been involved?

\ ' ANS¥ER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

'8ir, the cost to date of the Chairman of the Electricity Department's
Steering Committee is £101,906.05,

The Chairman has spent a total of 244 days in Gibraltar in his
official capacity as Chairman of the Steering Committee.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QURESTION NO. 334 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

For how much longer will the Chairman's services be reguired?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

¥r Speaker, Sir, this is a difficult question to answer. We would
probably expect him to remain as little as possible but I would like
to mention that threre has been an area of disagreement which could
<hamper things a little bit.

HON G T RESTANO:

But since the Minister earlier gave us to understand that the Govern-.
ment were acting in a certalin manner on that area of disagrsement, is
there any requirement for the Chairman to comtinue in his work.and
costing Gibraltar over £1,000 a week?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Mr Speaker, because the Chairman who is an independent person
could help to smooth things over for the next few weeks until we
solve this problem.

HON G T RESTANO:

The Minister says the Chairman will smooth things over but surely by
the -Government taking the action that it has taken it no longer
requires the services now of that Chairman, surely?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I am not the one to say it but there could be a reaction
‘from thé union in which case the Chairman may want to consider that
but we have reached a point in time which is very fluid and I just
cannot give the Hon Member, much as I would like to do so, the cate-
gorical answer that we would not need the Chalirman of the Steering
Committee within the next few days.
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MR SPEAKER:

Fair enough, that is a matter of policy.

HON P J ISOLA:

Does not the Minister agree that this is a matter that should be
given very urgent consideration in view of the fact that the
Chairman of the Steering Committee is costing the Gibraltar tax-
payer £417 per working day? Since there is nobody in Gibraltar’
who enjoys that standard of living perhaps he could give this
‘matter urgent attention.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Sir, the Hon Mr Isola has a very good point, I am very )
conscious of that, in fact, the Government is very conscious of*
that as well and believe you me we shall do all in our power to

make sure that the position does not continue beyond any reason-
able time.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83

NO. 335 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES

Mr Speaker, will Government state how many 'social cases' which have
been recommended for pre-war accommodation are waiting to be allocated
a dwelling and will Government state whether any of the forty-eight
approved social cases referred to in October, 1982, in answer to
Question 194 are still outstanding?

-

ANSWER

IHE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, IABOUR AND SOCIAL SZCURITY

Mr Speaker, there were forty-eight social cases recommended for pre-
war accommodation as on the 11 October, 1983,

Twenty-three out of the forty-eight approved social cases referred to
in October, 1982, are .still outstanding.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 335 OF 1983
HON A J HAYNES: '

Mr Speaker, does the Government consider that someone who is an
approved social case is given a priority rating and is Government
satisfied that someone who has been given a priority rating that a
year's wait is warranted?

ay
L]

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT : .

Mr Speaker, anyone who has a genuine social case and has to wait
more than one day does not give me any satisfaction but I think the
Hon Member opposite must be aware as everybody in Gibraltar is that
housing is one of the biggest social problems that we have and I am
certainly not going to solve this in the short term that I have been
Minister. Anything that causes delay over a day is not of satis-
faction to me but the more social cases that we deal with the less
housing stock we have available.,

HON A J HAYNZES:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister state when he expects these forty-eight
presently approved social cases will-be housed?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANTI:

. ] a
There are twenty-five of the old ones. I cannot give you/date, I
can only give you the assurance that we will try and do it within
the limited stock that we have available and other related problems
that we will do.our best because it is only human that we will try
to do our best. ' '
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HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister state whether he has earmarked any
old buildings for pre-war accommodation of the type for social
cases and if so, how many dwellings and if so, when will they be
ready? ‘ ‘

A
HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, we have not earmarked any particular buildings.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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' 18.10.83
NO. 336 OF 1983 o _ ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government state how many 'social cases' have been awarded
accommodation in the last three months?

; ANSWER
. .
1’{'HE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Mp Speaker, four social cases have been accommodated during the last
.three months. '

SUPPIENENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 3%6 OF 1983
HON A J HAYNES:

These flats which have been awarded in the last three months, are
they dwellings which had been earmarked by the Minister at an earlier
date and which were prepared or are they a thing that just occurred,
that Jjust cropped up?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPTIANI: -

I cannot answer that guestion because it does not form part of his
original question. He has asked me how many have been awarded
accommodation and I have answered. :

N
<%

JR SPEAKZER:

In any event in the previous gquestion you have said that you do not
earmark you just house them.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, 1s it correct to assume that the policy of the Government
is just to express concern but not to prepare or provide houses, is
that the right position? '

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

The right answer is to express concern and to be able to do something
about it. I don't know how long the. Hon Member has been a Member of
this House but he must know that the ODA for some time now has refused
to give us any aid in helping us with the social side of our economy
and everything that is built now is built with our own funds and funds
are limited and the question of the whole future of the economy of
Gibraltar is very much at stake and we try to make the best use of the
limited funds available to deal with all the other problems that we
have in Gibraltar and housing takes, I think, one of the priorities.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister state how much money is allocated to
the refurbishing of pre-war dwellings for soclal cases?
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MR SPEAKER:

You have been told that Government has not got a policy of putting
aside houses for social cases, they Jjust try and solve the problems
as and when they come therefore they cannot put aside any money to
pqt houses right for social cases.

HON A J H&&NES:

Mr Speaker, I have accepted that the Minister has stated that no
-houses are earmarked for refurbishment for social cases but the
Minister will confirm that a number of pre-war dwellings which
are made over for social cases require refurbishment, refurbish-
ment obviously is done in part by the Housing Department teamn.
What I would like to know, kr Speaker, is given that they do not
earmark houses for social cases do they nevertheless earmark any
money to be spent on the refurbishment of houses for social cases?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

The whole thing comes from the same vote and the idea is that we
have our own team, if we can tackle something by ourselves.we Go
it as soon as possible, the sooner we do it the better. If there

are things which we cannot cope with the PWD give us a hand, the
money is still the same.

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestion. ) .
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18.10.83
NO. 337 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNSS

Will Government state how many applicants are awaiting consideration
by the Housing Advisory Committee to establish whether or not they
are social cases and will Government state the average time taken in
processing an applicant's reguest to be considered as a social case
through to the Committee's decision?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, IABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, there are seven cases awalting consideration by the
Housing Advisory Committee. .

Investigation reports on four of these have already been received
from the Family Care Unit and will be tabled at the next meeting of
the Housing Advisory Committee.

It takes from six to eight weeks from the time that an applicant
requests to be treated as a social case for his application to be
processed through the Family Care Unit and to be considered by the
Committee.
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18.10.83
NO. 338 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A.J HAYNES

Sir, will Government state the number of persons known to be squatting
in Government buildings and sites as at the 10th October, 1983%

’ . _ ANSWER
LHE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, LABOUR AND SOCIAL STICURITY .

-MF Speaker, there are, at present, seven families 8quatting in
Government owned buildings which are incorporated in the rent roll
of the Housing Department.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUZSTION INO. 338 OF 1683

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister state how long the longest has been
there for?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANTI:

No, I cannot but I can ask, Nr Speaker, and I will give him the
information, :

HON'A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, I accept that he does nat know how long but can he
state, for instance, whether it has been years or months?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

I have no idea, Mr Speaker, but I shall ask and I will give him as
detaliled an answer as possible. -
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18.10.83
NO. 339 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government release the figures of agpplicants on the
Housing Waiting List as at the 10th October, 1983, giving the
number in respect of the various categories, ie LRKB, 3RKB, etc?

) ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, IABOUR ANB SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, the figures of applicants on the Hou31ng'Wa1t1ng Llst as on
the 10th October, 1983, are as follows:-

B/S 2RKB 3RKB LRKB SRKB 6RKB - TOTAiL.
188 151 668 - L52 69 L 1,832

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 339 OF.1983

HON A J HAYNES:

Will the Minister confirm that in the last four years the numbers
on the waiting list have not gone below the figure of 1,800%

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

N

4 think when I took over that was more or less the figure.

HON A J HAYNES:

Will the Minister state whether his department has any policy to
reduce that figure substantially and if so by what time do they
expect the reduction to take place? -

-

. HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Yes, Sir, the Government has a building programme which comprises
modernisation and new buildings and this is tied up with my Hon
Colleague's answer to the Member opposite on the question of tying
up the necessary funding because everything is funded locally.

HON A J HAYNES:
Mr Spesker, will the Minister confirm that im the Chief Minister's

opening statement to this House he indicated that his Government's
top priority would be to housing?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

That is so and I will happily give the Hon Member.a list of the
projects that are awaiting funding.

52



HON A J HAYNES:

And how many units or how many families will this alleviate,
Mr Speaker?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

A
I cannot give the figure now.

-

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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- S © 18.10.83
NO. 340 OF 1983 - ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government state how many houses have been provided since
January of this year giving a breakdown of their location and size,
ie 3RKB, LRKB and statlng whether new or modernised and give the
figures for the next 2% months, ie up to the end of the year?

) ANSWER

THE hON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, TABOUR AND SOCIAIL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, twenty-six modernised flaté at Castle Ramp/Road to the
Lines and ten new ones at Catalan Bay were provided respectively as
follows:- .

B/S ORKB 3RKB LIRKB SRKB Total
Modernised - 3 7 13 2 1 26
New - 4 - 3 3 ' - 10

'No more new or modernised flats are expected to be completed during
the next 2% months. -

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 34O OF 1983

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, ten new houses this year, I do not think it needs much
comment. I would note, Mr Speaker, that lest year I was told that
forty-three would be completed this year apart from the ODA numbers,
what happened to those forty-three?

HON MAJOR F J DEILIPIANI:

I cannot remember who gave the figure of forty-three.

HON A J HAYNES:

If the Minister will give way.

-~

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: .

Thirty-six have been bullt instead of forty-three so far,

HON A J HAYNES: x

So far but none expected before the end of the year, Mr Speaker.
I have no comment other than to say ten new houses, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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18.10.83
NO. 341 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Tourism state what meaningful action has been
taken to give the tourist industry the significant support the Chief
Minister promised in his statement on the closure of the Naval Dock-
yard at the last meeting?

) ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND SPORT

Sir, since the statement by the Chief Minister on the 27 July, 1983,
rapid action has been undertaken in that:

(1) a special presentation was convened to emphasise to all
Heads of Civil Service departments and senior officials
the importance of tourism to the economy and the need
for all departments to assist the development of tourism
in every possible way.

. (2) a general study to assess the cost of municipal charges
especially insofar as it concerns the hotel industry.

(3) encouragement has been given to Intasun to launch their
Gibraltar brochure.

(4) action to clean up Glbraltar has been and is being
inten31f1°d.m .

In pursuance of the Government's policy that tourism must now assume

a greater importance, the Chief Minister has directed that the

Administrative Secretary should take a special interest in the work

of the Tourist Office on his behalf and assist with coordination

among departments., Consultations are taking place accordingly and

I will report further to the House in due course.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 341 OF 1983

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Is the Minister satisfied that well over a month since the statement
was made that that is sufficient to give the impréssion to Gibraltar
that something significant is going to happen during the comlng year
or is this just talk and more talk and no action?

HON H J ZANMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I am very satisfiéd that the attitude as to the importance
of tourism to our economy is being recognised not just by the Govern-
ment but I think by every single person in Gibraltzar and I do find
there is some concern in this field. As I said I will report later
on, Mr Speaker, not in this meeting but in the not too distant future
on possible developments that I think will ensue particularly because
of the involvement of the Administrative Secretary in ensuring that
departments which hitherto, I am not saying they have not helped or
assisted but may not have béen geared towards or should I say have
~not had the mental attitude towards tourism that should have been
there.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Does the Minister agree that tourism has beern in fact the second
pillar of Gibraltar's economy?

MR SPEAKER:

Let us not debate. If you want to seek information you can but
not confirmation of what has been said before.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, isn't the Minister surprised that he hasn't got a plan
up his sleeve to put something into action, Mr Speaker, on what
has always been the second pillar of Gibraltar's industry and to
me it seems that he hasn't got a plan at 411 not even at this late
hour. -

HON H J ZAMMITT :

We have a plan, Mr Speaker.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister confirm whether there is any distinc-~
tion in the action to be taken to improve tomrism in Gibraltar as
between day tourigfs and overnight tourism?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Yes, Mr Speaker, the Tourist Office main appreach is towards
tourism that stays in Gibraltar over a period. Obviously for the
economic activity of Gibraltar it is an accepfed fact and
acknowledged fact that tourists who occupy hotel beds the distri-
bution of the money left behind is across the BHoard as opposed -to
day excursionists so we do give much more importance to the hotel
occupancy or, should I say, all-inclusive towrs which require
hotel accommodation.

2

HON A J HAYNES:
Will the Minister confirm, Mr Speaker, that there has been an

increase in day tourists to Gibraltar since tke partial opening
of the frontier?

HON H J ZAMMITT: N
I don't know if I can call them tourists, Mr $peaker, there have

.certainly been more people crossing the frontier but as to the

expenditure I am afraid I do not know how muclh they spend or how
vital or how important they are to our economy at this stage.
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HON A J HAYNES:

Can the Minister state whether there is in fact any appreciable
increase in day tourists and I do not mean Gibraltarians crossing
back and forth, I mean day tourists to Gibraltar and if so, if

there has been an increase in day tourists, Mr Speaker, will the
Minister state whether these day tourists are interested in visiting
the Upper+Rock? :

MR SPEAKER:

"No, with due respect. We are not going to go into the whole sphere
of tourism under a particular question.

HON A J HAYNES:

But the question does ask meaningful action taken in respect of the
tourist industrye.

MR SPEAKER:

Yes, precisely, but jou are asking now for an analysis of what is
happening. With respect, I will not have it. Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 342 OF 1983 ORAL
THE_HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Tourism state if he has convened any meetings
of the Tourist Advisory Board since the last meeting of this House?

\ ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND SPORT -

Mr Speaker, since 24th May, 1983, which is the last date on which
this question came up, one further meeting of the Tourist Advisory
Board was held on 1lst September, 1983. The next meeting is
scheduled for the 27th October, 1983.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 342 OF 1983
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

So in fact he has not called a meeting since the last meeting of
this House?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Yes, Mr Spesker, we held a meeting on the lst September and we are
holding another one which is scheduled on the 27th Octoher.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Can the Minister state if anything constructive came out of that
meeting? .

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Yes, Mr Speaker. ‘ : i

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Can he give us an idea of what it was, what suggestions were made
and so on and so forth and to what extent the Government may be
able to act on that?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

The matters discussed were trade promotions in the United Kingdom,
the question of municipal charges which I made reference to in the
previous question, the departure tax from Morocco which I think the
Hon Member knows will be later laid by the Hon Financial and Develop-
ment Secretary. We discussed such things as tunnel tours particu-
larly with regard to Princess Lines, cleanliness and litter is one
that obviously came up and the question of the Mons Calpe pulling
out, we were given the information that it was pulling out of opera-
tion for the winter period, amongst other things.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Is the Minister optimistic that most of the points that were

raised will be carried out or will it Jjust be more talk and
nothing else?

HON H J ZAMMITT :

Mr Speaker, one holds meetings obviously with the hope of being’
able to do something effective. I reiterate what I said earlier

.on, I find there is much greater sympathy and concern from all

sectors towards tourism and that is why I say I am very encouraged
and enthused about it.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

P4
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18.10.83
NO. 343 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA '

Can the Minister for Tourism state how many Tour Operators as
distinct from Travel Agents have been approached and or visited
by his department since I last ralsed this matter?

' ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISNM AND SPORT

r Speaker, a special presentation was held in London on the 21
September, 1983, where five specialist tour operators attended
(Cadogan, Exchange, Gibraltar Travel, Intasun and Marshall Sutton).

Tour operators are contacted by telephone regularly once a month
and sometimes twice a week depending on urgent matters.

During late summer to early October Gibraltar Tourist staff have
written or spoken to all six major tour operators at least once a
fortnight, and a number of senior representztives called at the
Gibraltar Tourist Office.

SUPPLEMANTARY TO QUESSTION NO. 343 OF 1983

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
I suppose the Minister is referring to the tour operators who are

now operating with Gibraltar., I am referring to other tour
operators who have not yet done any business with Gibraltar.

HON'H J ZAMMITT:
I can assure the Hon Member, Mr Speaker; that we do attempt to get

into the Thomsons of this world and the other big tour operators
but I am afraid with very little success.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Can the Minister say how he does that, is it by inviting them to

presentations or literally trying to find ways through friends and
influential people to get them to operate for Gibraltar?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, by every single method the Hon Member has mentioned.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question..
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18.10,83
NO., 3Ll OF 1983 " ORAL
THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Tourism state what has been the hotel occupancy
during the present summer season up to the end of September?

\ ANSWER
- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND SPORT

Sir, it is not possible to give statistics up to the end of
September because hotels have not yet submitted their returns.

However, based on available statistics, average hotel bed occupancy
for the period April to July, 1983, was 42.8%.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 3Ll OF 1983

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I have not got the figures with me but is that an improvement on the
previous year or what?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Mr Speaker, it is not an improvement, it is a slight drop.
Where there is an jimprovement is in the duration or length of stay
Ffrom 6.7 days it has shot up to 9.4, I think. In other words,
people are coming for a longer staye.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

But isn't that in fact not a good thing in that people who come
spend less if they stay longer? Usually what is required is
shorter periods and more people coming and also he said there was’
a slight drop, can he say what he means by slight?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

B

Mr Speaker, I am mentioning here April to July which borders partly
on the beginning of the high season in summer, it goes up to
normally 50% or 56% occupancy durlng the summer period so we have
just got the tail end of it.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Y

So in faet you cannot tell me?

"HON H J ZAMMITT:
A very slight drop because we may find that August was very high.

I could report that at this very moment the Rock Hotel is full to
total capacity for this week.
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, perhaps I may assist the Hon Member. As I have
responsibility for this area of statistics in my substantive
post I can confirm that the statistics have not been sub-
mitted by the hotels but the indications are that visitor
arrivals are lower than last year so therefore it is likely
that the dccupancy figures will be lower as well.

MR SPHAKER:

Next question,
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18.10.83
NO. 345 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Tourism state what are the prospects so far
Tor the tourlst industry this winter season?

\ ’ ANSWER
- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND SPORT

r Speaker, it is very difficult to predict prospects as the market
in UK is very sluggish and the late booking trend continues.
Opinion in the UK travel trade varies but the introduction of the
Intasun programme will in all probability give a boost to traffic.

N
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| 18.10.83
NO. 3L6 OF 1983 | ORAL
THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, what was the total cost of staging the Miss Gibraltar
Show and what was the cost of the overtime element, if any?

ANSWER
‘ .
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND SPORT

ir, the total cost of staging the Miss Gibraltar Contest 1983 was
. §21,275.86, which includes the sum of £3,132.96 in respect of over-
time payments.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 3L6 OF 1983

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, does this-mean that the sending of Miss Gibraltar 1983

to London to participate in the Miss World and the subsequent sending
of Miss Gibraltar 1983 to America to participate in Miss Universe and
the sending of the first princess to Turkey to represent Gibraltar in
the Miss Europe will have to be met from funds which will be reguired
for the purpose? )

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Mr Speaker. In the case of Miss Gibraltar attending the Miss
World Contest in London by way of donations I think Gibraltar Air-
Wways provides transport for the Miss, World and chaperon. In the

case of the first princess all expenses sre paid for and in the case
of Miss Universe all expenses are paid for. I should say, Mr Speaker,
we do of course provide a subsistence allowance.

HON A T LODDO:

So, Mr Speaker, then I can take it that the £21,275.86 referred
exclusively to the staging of the show at the Cave on the night?
One night's entertainment has cost Gibraltar £21,275.867

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Mr Speaker, it would be wrong to say that because the performance
which the Hon Member saw himself is not something that can be
organised, planned, prepared in one single night. There was one
month's rehearsal for what I would describe as a very beautiful show
and there were costings, of cqourse, there which do not take part

like the artists that we saw which have to be paid for. So it was a
month's hard work and an awful amount of things and I would like to
say, Mr Speaker, that an enormous amount of items are given to us on
loan very kindly by a tremendous number of people in Gibraltar and
firms, on loan. ‘ '

-HON A T 1LODDO:

ir Speaker, I am sure we are all very grateful for these kind dona-
tions but I want to be absolutely certain in my mind that the
£21,275.86 is the cost of staging the one night show of Miss Gibraltar.
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"HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Mr Spesaker,

HON A T LODDO:

Then perhaps the Minister can split down this sum of £21,275.86
into the different areas where it has gone, I realise that there
is £3%,00040dd in overtime possibly for the ferrying of the
contestants and what have you up to the Cave and down again
during the month of rehearsal but apart from £3,000-0dd the
remainder as far as I can gather and if I am wrong I hope the
Minister can enlighten me, refers to that one show a year?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Mr Speaker. It is not just ferrying girls up and down that
costs £3,000. There are electriclans . « « « e

MR SPEAKER:

I think we are talking at cross purposes. I think it is a clear
question. Of course it takes time and I think we all accept
that, to produce the show but the net result was one night's
performance. That is what you are being asked.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, Mr Speaker, itiwas a two-night show. The dress rehearsal, the
‘Hon Member might recall, the day previous to the show is carrled

out from which a small fee is collected which goes into the Miss
World Ward or whatever it is called, so there are two performances
carried out and in addition of course, as the Hon Member knows it
is televised so the whole of Gibraltar is able to enjoy the show
sitting at home.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, I am sorry to be labouring this a bit but the two
shows which the Minister . . . . .

MR SPEZAKER:

I think you have been given the answer.

HON A T LODDO:

But, Mr Speaker, it is not two shows. Am I correct in assuming
that the first dress rehearsal does not contain the full show

. because the main artists do not take part therefore I am correct
in saying that there is one show a year which costs us £21,275.867
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HON H J ZAMMITT:
Mr Speaker, it is absolutely correct that we do not have two shows

with all the artists otherwise we would have to pay double the
amount for their appearance.

HON A T LOIDO:
A
£42,551,

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, rubbish. We would pay whatever the artists collect. ' ‘

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, does the Minister think that in these days that we are
living it is fair to pay such an amount for one show a year? )

HON H J ZANMITT:

Totally and completely, Mr Speaker, and if the Hon Membser would like
to come to my office I will show him the tremendous number of letters
that we have received congratulating the Gibraltar Tourist Office for
tremendous work in what was particularly this year an outstanding
performance.

s

HON A T LODDO: ‘
Mr Speaker, do all-these people who write these congratulztory

letters know what it is costing the people of Gibrelter to stage
the show?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

-~

If you analyse it carefully, Mr Speaker, it may cost per person 50p
to see a two and a half hour show.

MR SPEAKER:

We will leave it at that. Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 347 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can Government give comparative figures regarding visitors from
Morocco from January to September, 1982, and 19837

A ANSWER
. THE HON THE MINISTER FOR T OURISM AND SPORT -

Sir, the available comparative figures regarding excursionists from
Morocco from January to August, 1982, and 1983, are:-

1983 - 21,501

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 347 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:.

May I ask on this what the effects have been to the visitors from
Morocco with the £50 duty or tax imposed by the koroccan Government?

HON H J ZANMITT:

Mr Speaker, I have®not got absolute details because, of course, I
Was not given notice of that question but I can say thet it has
hurt trade very badly indeed, we are getting very few visitors from
Morocco.

HON G T RESTANO:

I am sure that the Minister will agree that this 1s a very serious
situation and may I ask whether the Government is doing anything to
try to rectify the position?

HON H J ZAMMITT: : 2

Mr Speaker, we are aware of the serious consequences of the £50
obviously affecting Moroccan tourists leaving. I would like to
just add a caution when we talk about open Government or giving
away or holding things secret. One can assume that the Moroccan
Government were not very pleased in finding that we were very free
to give away that Moroccan excursionists were spending over £lm in-
Gibraltar and it might have been an embarrassment for their own
customs so sometimes I think it is better fo keep our mouths shut
as to how well we are doing which might bring bad consequences on
*US.

HON G T RESTANO:

I agree entlrely with the Minister and I think that perhaps the local
pressmen may well have been highlighting things which they would have

done better not to highlight. However, the position does exist and I
heard this morning, I think the Minister's Colleague, the Minister
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for Public Works, say how we should not antagonise on the question
of the labour, how we should be very careful about not antagonising
our friends across the Straits but they are certainly antagonising...e.

MR SPEAKER:

No, with respect, I have called your attention. What are you asking?
A

HON G T RESTANO: | : .

What is Government doing about it?

HON CHI ZF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, 1t is no use saying what the Government is doing because
this is the action of a sovereign state which applies not only to
Gibraltar but generally. -The Ambassador in Rabat has been asked by
the Foreign Office to take up the matter with the Moroccan authori-
ties and in particular add the fact that the ¥oroccan Government
does gain a considerable amount of foreign exchange through their
workers and through other means and therefore urging in aid of that

a revision insofar as tourists to Glbraltar are concerned but we
have not received a reply.

HON G T RESTANO:

But would the Chief Minister not agree that it might be a good idea
for the Gibraltar-Government itself, the Chief Minister himself to
*make representatkons to the authorltles in Morocco or in Tangier in
conjunction « « « »

MR SPEAKER:

Order,.we are getting into a stage where you are asking the Minister
to do things which are not within his Ministerial responsibility.

HON G T RESTANO:

Well, I was going to say in{conjunction'with the Foreign Office.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Let me say that I have done what I can personally.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 348 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, in relation to Question No; 285 of 1983, will Government inform
this House as to why no action appears to have been taken in the
erection of notices?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR_PUBLIC WORKS

-

ir, there is only one sigh writer employed in the Department and this
an has been very busy with other more pressing jobs.

The signs for the Piazza however will be ready in the very near future.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 3L8 OF 1983

HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, could we have some dates? The Piazza has recently received
a part refurbishing at least by the new occuplier of the licensed
premises and I think he ought to be congratulated, can we not ensure
more speedy action?

HON M XK FEATEERSTONE :

Well, I am pressed to have all sorts of signs in all sorts of places
such as down the beaches as warning notices, car parks, etc. As I
say, I only have one sign writer and it is not a very quick procedure
to make signs if they are going to, firstly, look good and, secondly,
stand up to wear and tear but I will try and expedite the matter.

HON W T SCOTT:
Is it not a fact also, Mr Speaker, that Government do not restrict

themselves to their own sign writer for signs, that they do sorietimes
go out to tender on them?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Very seldom do we go out to tender, Sir, unless it is a specific
contract such as the signs that have been put up at the entrance to
the city, etc but under the normal circumstances where we want a

sign, say, a no parking here or what have you, that is done by our
own sign writer.

MR SPEAKZER: N

Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 349 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, will Government make a statement on the results of the implementa-
tion of the 2-shift system at the Refuse Destructor and on the new
arrangements for street sweeping?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUELIC YORKS

-

Sir, the arrangements at the Refuse Incinerator consist of two shifts
working Mondays to Fridays from 7 am to 3 pm and from 3 pm to 11 pm.
One shift also comes in on Saturdays (7 am to 3 pm) while a skeleton
crew of two men operate the crane and receive the Sunday morning
refuse collection. These arrangements enable the dlsposal of domestic
refuse to be readily dealt with.

The new arrangements for street sweeping consist of a full complement
of twenty-eight sweepers working a five day week; twelve sweepers
working all day on Saturdays and five sweepers working half a day on
Sunday. These arrangements permit the central areas to be swept
seven days a week and the outer town areas to be swept six days a
week. The remaining areas are only swept during week-days.

The accumulation of trade refuse, in part dating from the industrial
action, is taking longer to deal with. PWD are currently designing
new hearths to burn trade refuse more efficiently. Measures are also
being taken to dispose of the accumulation of scrap.

LTS

-SUPPLEMZNTARY TO QUESTION .NO. 3u9 QF 1983

HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, I am very grateful to the Minister, in fact, basically
other than his last few sentences, it is exactly what he said to us

I think it was at the last but one meeting of the House when he
introduced the new system. What I am asking now is what has been the
result of the implementation of those systems because 1t seems to me
that 1f one is to Jjudge on the result by the look of Gibralitar and
the refuse destructor, that it has had very 1little effect.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: .

The results as far as the refuse incinerator is concerned is that it
is runnlng on a more efficient basis and all the normal household
refuse is being burnt whereas before some was being tipped into the
sea at the refuse chute. The questionof trade refuse and metallic
refuse is exercising our minds to a very great extent. The amount
of trade refuse is getting greater it seems all the time, it is
astonishing how much metallic refuse is takem down., Sir, I think
later on I shall be saying that we will have to have a look at the
position of metallic refuse to see if some new system can be made
under which persons who wish to deposit, as somebody did the other
day, sixteen typewriters at one go should take it straightaway and
throw it over the car chute rather than deposit in the actual refuse
compound and then we have to take it away ourselves and throw it
over the car chute,
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HON W T SCOTT:

But is it not a fact, Mr Speaker, that in the refuse destructor
site certainly, that yard has never been as accumulated with even
combustible material as it is now and that in fact there are
problems of an industrial nature with the refuse destructor
personnel ?

HON M K FRATHERSTONE:

I do not know that there are problems of an industrial nature, Sir,
but the position is that there is a vast accumulation of wood
refuse. You cannot burn wood with the present hearths that we have:
all the time because when there are certain wind conditions there
is a danger from sparks flying around and possibly causing a fire
in the neighbouring areas. We are, as I said, designing new
hearths which should mean that we could burn every single day and
then this situation will not occur in the future,

HON W T SCOIT:

But what reasons « « « o

MR SPEAKER:

No, we are not going to debate the working of the incinerator under
this question in any mamner or form. You have asked a question and
I think you have been given quite an explicit answer but we must
not prolong it more than we have to.

v

HON W T SCOTT:

I am not entirely satisfied, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

-

Well, that is the malaise that the Opposition has to live with but
if you feel that perhaps a debate is warranted then you can move a
motion but not under this question.

»

HON W T SCOTT:

~

I will take the very earliest opportuﬁity-to move another metion. °

HON G T RESTANO:

Can the Ministef say in terms*of costs what is the comparison with
the new system as opposed to the old system?

" HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I think it is costing about 10% to 12%% more, Sir.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

7




18.10.83
NO. 350 OF 1983 ORAL
THE _HON W T SCOTT

Sir, will Government inform this House.as to the problems with
rubbish collection and disposal during the summer, which has given
Gibraltar such a bad image and can only act to the detriment of the

tourist economy?
) ANSWER

- THE HON THE MINIST R _FOR_PUBLIC VORKS

Sir, the number of personnel reporting to work at the Cleansing
Section was greatly reduced owing to the Islamic feasts of Ramadan.
and the Feast of the Lamb. These covered 11 July to 22 July and

19 September to 30 September respectively. In addition, the number
of Gibraltarians who took leave this summer was greater than in
previous years. As a result of this the Cleansing Section had a

very depleted labour force over the summer season and there were many
areass that were not swept. However, the collection of refuse during
the early morning was not interrupted.

It has always been Government policy to grant leave or unpaid leave
to its Moroccan workforce during these religiocus feasts, and though
every effort is made to maintain the essential cleansing services,
there have regrettably been areas in which the state of cleansing hes
been below standard. '

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 350 OF 1983

1
b}

#ON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, we are talking about two periods of eleven days each,
that is twenty-two days, on a short staffing but that is not three
or four months that the summer lasts anéd in amy event, Mr Speaker,
it seems to me that here we are in a situation where we have more
personnel involved in cleaning and Gibraltar has never looked as
dirty and has presented such a bad image for the tourists that we-
sadly need in Gibraltar and it seems to me from the Minister's
answer that we have not had an answer to this gquestion of the way
that Government would hopefully want to look at it for next season
and would the NMinister comment on that?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: )

Well, Sir, we have not got more personnel than ever. We have a
maximum of twenty-eight personnel in the Cleansing Section and as I
say, there is sometimes a considerable number of persons away. The
Feast of the Lamb and the Feast of Ramadan officially may be ten or
twelve days but unfortunately some of the personnel go away and stay
away for three weeks to four weeks at a time. The situation is,
basically, that very often we have a labour force which is depleted
"some 50% and I think they have done reasonably well in keeping
Gibraltar as clean as they have managed to do. I will state once
again that the cleanliness of Gibraltar does not simply devolve
upon the people who pick up the rubbish but on the people who throw
it down.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is the Minister saying that the Government accepts
the fact that people go away for three or four weeks, accepts
the fact that Gibraltar must look dirty and untidy and yet
spends a huge amount of money in trying to promote people to
come to this place? Isn't that a sad reflection on the
performance of the Minister? '

HON M"K FEATHERSTONE:

One could, of course, stop these people going away but that

might cause a lot of other repercussions. We have to remain in
decent relationship with our neighbours in Morocco. We do depend
upon them for water and for various other things and we do not
wish to precipitate a situation by curtailing the reasonably
legitimate leave of these people to such an extent that something
might happen which we would not like.

HON A J HAYNES:

Would the Minister agree that Gibraltar has been looking dirtier
than ever? -

MR SPEAKER:

No, I will not allow a debate on the question with due respect to
yOU.. x

<

HON ¥ K FEATHERSTONE:

I will agree that the Gibraltarians are a dirty lot.

MR SPEAKER:

-

Order, if you want to seek information on a supplementary you are

free to do so.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, my question is, does the Minister confirm the premise
on which the question is based? -

MR SPEAKER:

That is a matter of opinion. -

HON P J ISOLA:
Mr Speaker, I heard the Minister say that he.agrees that the

Gibraltarians are a dirty lot, is that a statement that has the
support of his Government?
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The other day I saw a certain person throw something away, I picked

it up and gave it to him and I said: "I believe this belongs to you",
and I was told by the mother: "“Who do you think you are to give this
back to my chila?"

HON P J ISOLA:

But does the Minister consider that justifies the statement accusing
Gibraltarians in general of being a dirty lot? Is that what he is
saying, is that what the Government thinks? :

HON M K FEATHZRSTONE:

That is not a statement but as the Hon Member will know, the dirt and
the rubbish and the refuse must come from somewhere agnd as the Hon
Major Peliza pressed me some little time ago to clean up Wellington
Front which we have done, somewhere, somebody, somehow put twelve
lorry loads of rubbish down there. Where does it come from?

HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Minister stating that the situation of Gibraltar, the dirt in
Gibraltar, is not due possibly to lack of proper sweeping and so
forth of the streets, not due to lack of enforcement by the Police
but due to the fact that the Glbraltarlans are a dirty lot? Is that
what he is saying?,

©

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

What I am saying is that if you look down Main Street at 9 o'elock in
the morning when it has been swept it is really gquite clean and if

you look down Main Street by midday it is really quite dirty and some-

how from somebody that rubbish seems to emanate, perhaps it is the
tourists.

HON P J ISOILA:

So is the Minister now amending the statement « « ¢« o«

MR SPEAKER:

No, order. I will not have it.

HON A J HAYNES: N

Is the Minister going to do anything about the rubbish, Mr Speaker?
Is it going to be cleaner next summer, what is going to happen?
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

What I would say is that perhaps the Gibraltarians are not as
clean as we would wish them to be.

HON P J ISOIA:

I see, hid statement is now being amended.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

75




18.10.83
NO. 351 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, having regard to the recent mass importation of fresh water
and the costs thereof, will Government explain why no comprehensive
campaign has taken place advising consumers of the absolute necessity

for water economy?
§

. ANSWER ' -
THE HON THE MINISTRER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, there have been several appeals, via the news media, throughout
the summer to the general public advising them of the need to con-
serve water. Heavy users of potable water such as hotels have been
written to directly asking for their cooperation and that of their
clients in trying to conserve our stocks of potable water. The
Water Zngineer was also interviewed on television and radio on the
potable water situation. At one particular stage when stocks were
exceedingly low an advert was prepared at GBC, on the need to con-
serve water, and was televised.

SUPPLIMENTARY TO QUSSTION NO., 351 QF 1983

HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, the operative word in my question was “comprehensive!
campaign, not the -0odd spot of fifteen, thirty or sixty seconds on
television, a comprehensive campaign running throughout the summer
and even now because we have legisldtion here increasing the price
of water I think up to next April and does Government not think that
such a comprehensive campaign is indicated?

HON M K FEATHZRSTONE:

I wish to say, Sir, that a comprehensive campazign, a campaign which
goes on continually all through’ the summer unfortunately such as a
comprehensive campalgn which was done on litter some time ago tends
to become almost taken as a matter of course. I think short and
sporadic campaigns at specific intervals do more good. Ve do not
want to get into the stage of some of the shops in NMain Street which
seem to have a sale for eleven months of the twelve months.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83

NO. 352 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, why has Government not made provisions, outside the official
bathing season, for the advice, warning and protection of bathers
in beaches?

A ANSWER
- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, there are such warning notlces displayed all the year round
at Catalan Bay.

On other beaches when the seas are rough and it 1s considered that
bathing is dangerous the red flag is hoisted during the period, and
outsiae the official bathing season when the weather is warm, and
these arrangements will continue until cooler weather sets in. It
is not practical, in economic terms, to do this all through the
winter season.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUISTION NO. 352 OF 1983
HON W T SCODT: )
Mr Speaker, since we are now hoping to attract tourists during our
winter months in some numbers, wouldn't it be advisable to continue
that system whether it is in warm days, what we consider warm days,
rather than what dn English tourist coming from the north of
‘England might consider a warm day and to have at least the red flag
facility available there when it is required throughout the twelve

months, if necessary by his own department or perhaps by the Police
Force?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I am willing to consider that, Sir.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18 .10.83
NO. 353 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, will Government take early action to remove the existing
fountain at the Piazza, ridding Gibraltar of this eyesore in the
centre of our City? )

R ANSWER
. THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, Government intends to replace the existing fountain with a new
one which will be made including parts of the original fountain
which stood in that area prior to World War II. The sections of

the 0ld fountain which were salvaged require restoration and modifi-~
cation.

In the meantime the .existing fountain is being filled with earth and

sultable flowers will be planted. This interim arrangement will
improve the general appearance of the Piazza.

SUPPIEVENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 353 OF 1983

HON W T SCOTT:

I am very much aware, kr Speaker, of the intentions of Government
with the new fountaln because they had this in answer to Question
Noe. 297 of 1983 but, Mr Speaker, just an aside here, it seems
remarkable that it was the following day after I posed the question
that the sand an¢ the .earth was put inside that fountain last week.
But, however, Mr Speaker, my question does not really deal with the
new fountain it deals with the old one and does Government not think
it beneficial getting rid of that eyesore, even levelling it, with-
out having to wait till the new fountain can be paid for?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: )
Well, the credit to put in the earth or sand in the present fountain
must go to the Hon Mr Loddo who suggested this to me, I should say,
at least two months ago. The reason why it was not done more
quickly is that we are very.short of earth in Gibraltar and we have
to sieve it and scrape it out as best we can so it was perhaps
coincidental that this was done the next day because the instructions
had been given well before. It could have been another ploy to have
taken everything away and levelled it over but Mr Loddo's suggestion
of making a little garden there was one that we thought was the
better.

MR SPEAKER:

. Next question,
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_ 18.10.83
NO. 354 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A T_IODDO

Mr Speaker, who will foot the bill for clearing up the appalling mess
left by the campers at Eastern Beach?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, Government personnel from the Public Works Department will clear
the litter and debris left behind by campers at Eastern Beach, It is
for consideration whether to change the conditions of permits to camp
at Eastern Beach and to require campers to deposit a sum of money
prior to their being issued with a permit. If at the end of the
Bathing Season a camper has not cleaned the site allotted to him, he
will forfeit the deposit. These monies will pay for the cleaning of
the site. .

Sir, as an aside to the question, may I comment that doubtless the

Hon Mr Peter Isola whe apparently gibes strong language would like
to discuss the term “"asppalling mess" with his Colleague.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 35L OF 1983

HON A T 1ODDO:

Mr Speaker, I will give,K the opportunity to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to discuss strong language, "appalling mess'", with me later but
<L do tgke it then that the Minister is in fact saying that the Public
Works Department will foot the bill 'and do I tzke it then that in
these permits which are granted to campers at ZEastern Beach there is
no provision made so that campers are obliged to leave the area in
the same condition they found it?

HON ¥ K FEATHZRSTOKE: . ' .

Sir, the Hon Mr Loddo is quite correct that Public Works will foot
the bill. The condition under which campers are allowed to camp is
that they should keep the place in clean and decent condition but
unfortunately people seem to flout the law.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, is there no possibility that these people be prosecuted
as there is provision in the law for dumping rubbish and litter or
are they going to get away with it scott free?

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione.
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18.10.83
NO. 355 OF 1983 " ORAL
THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, why have the vehiclé ramps behind Ince's Hall been made
unusable by the erection of an iron post?

ANSWER
' THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PURLIC WORKS

ir, the general public has had access to the vehicle ramp behind
nce's Hall for many years and this practice has resulted in the
area being left in a very dirty and untidy state, as many of the
users leave unserviceable parts from vehicles, tins of o0il, etc in
the area.

In order to improve the cleanliness in that area it was decided to
place posts in order to stop vehicles being driven onto the ramp.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 355 OF 1983

HON A T LODDO:
Nr Speaker, would the Minister then not agree that perhavs it woulad
be a good idea for the Public Works to collect the empty cement bags

and other associeted rubbish that has been left there above the ramp
on the boulevard? '

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

©

Well, I don't know who the clean pecdple have been that have left the
empty cement bags but we will of course clean them up in due course.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, as an aside, woulén't it be better to do away with.the
two ramps and thus make one more parking space available? You would
be killing two birds with one stone, do away with an area which is
an eyesore and at the same time provide an extra parking, would the
finister consider that?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
Yes, Sir.

HON A T LODDO:

Thank you,

MR SPEAKFR:

Next questione.

80




18.10.83
NO. 356 OF 1983 ORAL
THS HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, is Government responsible for the upkeep of The Europa
Promenade and if so, why has the area not been swept for months?

A ANSWER

- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Yes, Sir, it is a Government responsibility.

The Cleansing Section of the Department does tidy up the area at
intervals when there is the labour force available. '

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUISTICN NO, 356 OF 1983

HON A T LCDDO:
Mr Speaker, I notice that five men were up there on Wednesday
clearing the area, perhaps I could ask the WNinister how long these

intervals occur and have they anything to do with Ramdan and Feast
of the Lamb?

HON ¥ K FEATHERSTORE:

I would think theyﬁmust do.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83

NO. 357 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government publish a 1list of those Government buildings
which have been reported by the Environmental Health Department as
buildings which require to be repaired, giving dates when repair
requirements were first reported and the dates of subsequent
remlnders: if any? .

ANSWER : -
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

No, Sir.

SUPPIEXENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 357 OF 1983
HON A J HAYNES: '

Why not, Mr Speaker?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Well, Sir, it is not that we are being daifficult but should the Public
Health Department write through and say that they have a complaint
against just, for example, No. 16 Valiant Houwse, then the file of
Valiant House is taken out, the paper is put into it, it is put
through for action etc, possibly action is net &s quick as the Public
Health Department would" llke, they send a reminder, it goes into the
same file, eventually it is dealt with and the file goes away. - Like
that file. . for Valiant House, Sir, we have a file for every house on
our housing list and it is an invidious position for any HWember of the
Opposition to expect that every single file im our department is going
to be looked through to see when we have had requests from the Public
Health Department: "Have you had a complaint about so and so®?", etc,
etc. If the Hon Kember would like to bring my attention to any
specific area then I shall be very hapoy to amswer it but I cannot

put the whole of my department onto looking through 300 or 400 files
in a matter of three or four days to answer & question of this nature.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, if I may remind the Minister, we were told it was
impossible to have a housing list, it would take fifteen secretaries,
300 years and an impossible task and yet with a change of Minister it
was easily possible. Will the Minister confirm that as regards
Government buildings the state of progress is considerably laxer than
as with private buildings?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

No, I would not agree with that, Sir.

HON P J ISOLA:
Can I ask, what system is there? If a complaint from the Environmental

Department is put into the file of that particular house what process
brings that file out again for action?
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

When the complaint comes from the Department it is looked into,
a priority is assessed to it, it is put down on our priority
list. If the priority is such that it perhaps does not need to
be looked at for a period of three months the Public Health
Department which is very assiduous and sends a reminder every
single month will possibly send two more reminders before the
actual work is done.

-

HON P J ISOLA:

The Government has got an idea, the Minister must have an idea
at least of the number of outstanding complaints, can he give
us that figure?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Not of the top of my head. I should think there must be about

fifteen or twenty that are floating around but they are all in

a 1list and they are all being dealt with as the priorities come
up .

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, if there are only fifteen or twenty outstanding faults
reported by the Environmental Health Department I think they are
not doing their job.

L

HON ¥ XK FEATHERSTONE:

No, Sir, if you get a complaint from the Public Health Department
that there 1s dampness in the wall of such and such a flat then
its priority is not considered very high. If, however, you get
from the Public Heslth Department that the sewer downpipe has _
broken in such and such a place it is dealt with within twenty-
four hours. It is simply a matter of priorities.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 358 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government take the necessary measures to control motor
cyclists from speeding along the highways and in particular those
areas such as Devil's Tower Road, Winston Churchill Avenue, Rock
Hotel Hill and Rosia Road where speeding has become a serious
problem and has resulted in a number of accidents?

-

ANSWER
THZ HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC VORKS

Sir, the Police are well aware of and have taken positive steps- to
reduce this growing nuisance and danger. In the past five months
21l cases of speedlng have been reported and close attention will
continue to be given to the matter.

These figures relate to all categories of vehicles, but about half
would be motor cyclists.

I can make the actual figures of the areas available to the Hon
¥Member in due course. -

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUISTION NO., 358 OF 1983

HON A J HAYNES:
#ill the Minister'étate the position as regards Rosia Road? Does he
know how many accidents have occurred in the last five months?

HON M K FEATHSERSTONE:

I don't know that, Sir, but there were seventy-one cases of speeding
in that road.

- -

HON A J HAYNZ3:

Mr Speaker, will the Ninister confirm or deny that there has been
over five accidents of a serious or semi~scerious nature in Rosia
Road in the last three months?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I would neither confirm nor deny, Sir, obviously the Hon Member since
he lives in that area is probably more acquainted with it than I am.
It is very possible it has happened and as. I say efforts are being
made to contain this speeding. I agree that these motor cyclists
are a considerable nuisance, they not only speed 1n Rosia Road they

" speed up Main Street.

HON A J HAYNES:
Mr Speaker, I cite Rosia Road in particular because I have personal

experience of actually attending at these accidents, it is extremely
unpleasant as an experience.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I can speak for Zuropa Road.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, the Chief Minister and I who live in different ends

of the motor cyclists circuit we are both quite aware. Mr Speaker,
he Minister has stated that in the last five months a number of
peeding offences are being brought to the Court and I am very .
leased to hear that. It is partly for their own sake, Mr Speaker,
he motor cyclists' sake that one would want to curb their

"~ enthusiasm. Mr Speaker, I do not think that those measures have

been sufficient and this summer I have noticed more cases of
speeding than ever before. Will the Minister look into other
matters which could alleviate the problem?

HON M K FEATHERSTONEZ:

I will press the Police to see that they can be even more active
in apprehending speeding and I think also noise is another point
of motor cycles,; some of them seem to rev theilr engines before
they start off and make a tremendous noise. I will ask the
Police to be a little more active in this matter.

HOW A J HAYNES:

Will the ¥inister consider the introduction of a radar screen?

A
o3

HON M K FEATHRRSTONE : .

I think it is expensive and somewhat difficult to work, I am not
sure it would give all the results we went but perhaps another
answer might be to put some bumps in the road.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: S ' .~

Could the Minister think of perhaps having small ramps like they
do in Housing Estates?

HOIN ¥ K FRATHERSTONE®:
That is what I have said.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, just one questions Presumably these cases have all
been taken to Court . . . . .

HON M XK FEATHERSTONZE:

No, some of them are still awaiting Court.
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HON G T RESTANO:
Does the Minister consider that.perhaps the fine or the maximum fines

that can be imposed on these offences are perhaps too low and perhaps
higher fines might deter these offences?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
Well, it is not for me, Sir, as I have said previously in this House,
o tell the Court what to do but I would hope that they would take a

easonably serious view of these speeding offences as I would hope
- they would take a serious offence of depositing litter.

HON G T RESTANO:

I agree, Mr Speaker, that it is not up to the Minister to tell the
Court what to do but it may well be the responsibility of this House
to consider whether the maximum fines are too low and it 1is up to

the House here if we consider that, to change the law to make the
maximum penalties higher and would the Minister not agree?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, I agree with you.

HON G T RESTANO:

And would therefore the Minister take this up, take this matter
‘further?

HON P J ISOLA:

Could I ask, Mr Speaker, in view of the great number of prosecutions
and cases under consideration there are at present, could I ask the
Minister to use his good influence to impress upon the Commissioner

of Police to use the same assiduity in respect of breaches of the
litter laws?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, I have done that. cn several occasions, Sir, I will do so again.

HON A J HAYNE

Mr Speaker, can the Minister tell us whether the prosecutions have a
high proportion of success or-not?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Offhand I do not know but I can try and find out for you.

- HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister confirm that the prosecutions for
speeding under our present system requires that a Police Officer in
a vehicle should follow the offending vehicle o « ¢« « &
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MR SPEAKER:

No, I am not allowing that. That is information you can easily
get by reading the law. You can get that information yourself
without having to ask. :

HON A J HAYNES:

I know the answer, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

Well, then you should not ask.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, that is not the point of the question.

MR SPEAKTIR:

No, with respect.

HON A J HAYNES: B

If I may put it in a different way. Given that to ensure a
speeding offence is prosecuted in Court it is necessary for a
Police Officer to follow what he suspects to be an offending
vehicle for a period of time and ovér quite a substantial
distance this, as the Minister will no doutrt know, makes it

difficult -to ensure a conviction. That is the reason why, Mr
Speaker, I asked him . « . + &

MR SPEAKZR:
What are you asking? The question must be within limits and you

are making a statement. You will ask a question, that is the ~
end of the matter.

HOIl A J HAYNES:

The question is, given those circumstances, ¥r Speaker, will the
Minister look into the viability of a radar screen?

HON M K FEATHZRSTONE:

Yes, we will look into it, Sip.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 359 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, what are Government's plans to décongest the traffic outlet
from the Upper Rock into the town area?’

ANSWER
THE HON TH= MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS -

-

Sir, measures are being considered and these will include limiting

or prohibiting parking in the area altogether. However, the prohibi-
tion of parking altogether could in itself cause even more annoyance
and inconvenience to residents of that area.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 359 OF 1983%

HON W T SCOIT:

When he is talking of plans, Mr Speaker, do we have some time-scale
that the Minister might be thinking of?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Well, I would hope something would be done within the next two or
three months. It is possibly likely to be on a temporary basis
because, as I say, if you remove parking from there you are, firstly,
creating a certain measure of annoyance to the people who are
<accustomed to parking . there and, secondly, you have to find where
you can remove them to., It is not easy in Gibraltar where we have
perhaps more cars than the roads can adequately stand to find easily
a situation where you can shift parking from one place to another
and not create considerable difficulty.

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione.
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18.10.83
NO. 360 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON-A T LOIDDO

Mr Speaker, would Government consider introducing a driving test at
65 years for drivers of public services vehicles?

. : ANSWER

- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Yes, Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUZSTION NO. 360 OF 1983

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Minister if the Government would consider
this, when would they consider it? When will they implement the
test at 659

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I should say within the next three or four weeks.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question. n

<
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18.10.83
NO. 361 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, what is the present positien with the development at Woodford
Cottage?

ANSWER
§ THE HON THE MINISTZR FOR PUBLIC VIORKS

ir, <it is understood that there are between eight to ten persons
who are able to finance their share of the scheme. Government has
therefore agreed that eight to ten dwellings may be built at the
southern end of the site as an initial development. The plans are,
understood to be well advanced and a contractor selected.

The northern end of the site will be put oﬁt to tender for a further
development in due course,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 361 OF 1983

HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, Sir, wasn't it a condition of tendering that all tenderers
should prove to Government that they have the financial resources
capable of developing that site and I am wondering now why it is now
only eight or ten out of those original fifteen or seventeen that were
given that facility?

*HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, I do not think it was specifically that they had to prove to
Government that they had the finance, they had to show Government

that they interded to obtain the finance. Unfortunately, the mortgsage
arrangements which they had hoped they woulé be able to obtain have
not been able to be obtained in practice partly because there is a
certain measure of reluctance by.the banks and the building societies
to give mortgages on the terms which the persons applying require.

HON W T SCOTT:

But, surely, Nr Speaker, the way we had it put to us here in this
House was that a condition of the tender was that the mortgage
facilities would be granted in the event of that tender being success-
ful. Was that not 1it? .

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

It was the hope that mortgage facilities would be granted but unfor-
tunately Government cannot compel the banks or the building societies
to give mortgages if they do not wish to do so.

HON W T SCOTT:

" So therefore what happens to the balance of the development, the
second half as it were, does Government still have a commitment? Do
the developers, the prospective house owners still have a commitment
to Government to build within a certain pericd, does it go out to re-
tender again? What 1s the position?
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

As I have said, Sir, the southern site is going to be built up by
the persons who have got the available funds and this, of course,
is a good thing because it will give some measure of develcpment
and some work to the building industry. The other area will in
due course be put out to tender, the people who initially had
hoped to huild there will if they are able to find the finance
be able to tender for it or perhaps a builder who wishes to make
comprehensive development could also tender, these are possibi-
ities,

HON W T SCOTT:

So the Minister is saying that that southern part I think he said,
is going out to tender again?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The northern part, the southern part is going to be built on.

HON W T SCOTT:

And the northern part is going out to tender again?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, in due course’ not tomorrow or the next day but in due course
%t will go out to tender. The terms of the tender have yet to be
decided but it will give, possibly, the opportunity for single
contracts or for a comprehensive development by one developer.

HON W T SCOTT:

But he also said, Mr Speaker, that successful tenderers who have
not been able to acquire the mortgage facilities would still be
asked to tender?

MR SPEAKER:
No, with respect, what he ‘has said is that those people who have

opted out at thls stege due to dlfflcultles in financing would
be entitled to tender again.

HON W T SCOTT:

Yes, that is what I am saying in other words, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

Not successful tenderers.

HON W T SCOTT:

No, by successful tenderers I mean Government gave them the
property to develop, they have not developed it.
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MR SPEAKER:

Originallye.

HON W T SCOTT:

But they have not developed it. I am asking the Government whether
ihey think it is a wise move to allow people who have not developed
he property to tender again for that same property?

-

ON M XK FEATHERSTONE:

I have said that in due course the northern site will be put out for
tender. The terms of that tender have not yet been decided but it
may be that it will be put out in separate lots under which anybody
who has not been able to build at the moment but does have the
finance to do it will be able to tender and may be accepted or per-
haps the tender conditions will say for a comprehensive development
by a developer or a mixture of both. This at the moment is still
undecided, it will come up in dué course.

HON W T SCOTT:

And the Government itself presumably, Mr Speaker, as happened
originally with this scheme, would entertain some element of Dartl—
cipation itself?

HON MK FMATHLRSTOVE'

All that will depend on the conditions of the new tender and the
successful tenderer. If it was a successful tenderer under a
comprehensive development I do not think Government would take any
part in it. '

HON P J ISOLA: . -

-

Has Government any information about those tenderers who have not
gone on with the project about them acquiring, say, cheaper property
in Spain or in Gibraltar?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I didn't quite get that, would you kindly repeat it?

HON P J ISCLA:

Has Government any 1nformat10n about those tenderers who are not
proceeding acquiring either cheaper property in Spain or in Glbraltar°

HON M K FEATHERSTONZ:

No, Sir..
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HON P J ISOILA:

Could I ask the Minister, is one of the difficulties in tenderers
withdrawing, has one of the difficulties been in fact the high
cost of the project as a whole allowing only those with substan-
tial means to proceed?

4
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Not to my knowledge, Sif.

HON P J ISOIA:

Can the Hon Member state in this development what would be the ~
cost of a single unit, does he know? .

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

I do not know exactly but I think it is between £50,000 and
£70,000 varying to some extent on the actual development that is
being done.

HON P J ISOILA:

That is quite substantial. The other question I would ask the
Minister, has the Government incurred any cost in this development
in the sense that sthere were going to be seventeen units and now
«it appears there are going to be ten or eleven and is there any
provision in the tender documents for Government tc be indemnified
any additional cost caused by the withdrawal of tenderers at this
stage?

HON M K FEATHERSTORE:

Government has incurred no costs‘to any extent other than perhéps
the kind offices of the Director of Public Works in attending a
few meetings, the Public Works Department in measuring the site

but this is a negligible amount and there is no need to indemnify
anybody on it.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83

NO. 362 OF 19873 ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO '

Mr Speaker, will Government give details of all sites and buildings
that have been transferred to the Gibraltar Government by the
British Government over the last ten years?

¢ ' ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

ir, it is only possible to provide a list of land transfers from

the MOD to the Gibraltar Government since 1974. There is no register
of transfers which took place prior to 1974. It is possible to
search the files for details of a specific land transfer, but it
would be a very exhaustive exercise, without any guarantee of
accuracy, to endeavour to compile a register now.

I am circulating a list of 75 land transfers since 197.4.
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| 18.10.83
NO. 363 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, what is the present position with regard to the Casemates Car
Park Project?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

ir Speaker, the developer has now satisfied Government regarding
heir financial resources for the development of the site. They

" have also confirmed that they no longer wish to pursue their tender
alternative of providing temporary accommodation in respect of the-
seven MOD Quarters., The MOD has been informed of this and they now
have to supply details of an alternative site for the reprovisioning
of the Quarters.,

The developer is amending the structural design of the building due
to the results obtained in a preliminary geological site investiga-
tion. Permission has recently been granted to them to carry out
further site exploration which will enable them to proceed with the
re-design of the structure.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 363 OF 1983
HON W T SCOTT: |

Isn't the developer, Mr Speaker, tied down to some time-scale for
the development of* that site and if so what is 1t?

HON A J CANEPA:

I am not sure about that, Mr Speaker, I believe that that is the
case but I am not sure of the exact details. 1 can look into them
but I have not got them at my fingertips. :

HON W T SCOTT:

And within that, Mr Speaker, whether they are keeping loosely to
that programme?

HON A J CANEPA:

I think they are in the circumstances but nevertheless I think when
geological investigations are involved and difficulties are
encountered, I think that has got to be tzken into account and there
is power, I think, to extend a building period in the light of those
difficulties or in the light of any other reasonable difficulties
that may arise.

HON W T SCOIT:’

Mr Speaker, I am looking at it from the viewpoint that having t aken
the policy decision and rightly got ahead with that scheme, which
Members on this side of the House agree with in the principle,
generally, Government should apply every type of pressure to the
developer to proceed apace with that scheme. ‘
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HON A J CANEPA:

Of course we are doing that and not Jjust every kind of pressure
but every kind of help, indeed, in respect of the arrangements
that the Government was pressing for, for instance, on the
temporary reprovisioning of quarters. We pressed the Ministry
of Defence to try to wailve that or to try to decrease the number
of quearters involved, we were successful in getting it down to
five on a temporary basis so if we were giving help on the one .
hand “we are also pressuring them to get on with it. We are satis=-
fied about their financial resources which was obviously a very,
very big factor and now there is just 'this difficulty of a
structural re-cdesign as the only remaining obstacle.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Is the Minister aware that most. of the abortive developments in
Gibraltar have been due to not having had a time 1limit and could
the Ninister say why they did not ‘do this in this case and would
the Minister bear this in minéd for any other developments?

HON A J CANEPA:

But there is a time 1limit, Mr Speaker, it 1s just that I have not
got at my fingertips the period inveolved, I eannot recall at the
moment what it is but I can find out and slthough the Hon Mr Willie
Scott will be away this afternoon I can let the Hon Member know if
he so wishes. . '

-

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

HON A J CAFEPA:

In respect to Question No. 363 and the question of time limits for
this development, there is in fact in the temder conditions a time
limit of three years from the date of execution ¢f an agreement

for a lease. An agreement for a lease cannot be executed until

the site is formally transferred by the Ministry of Defence and
this they have not done and we are pressing them requesting details
of an alternative site and also the actual reprovisioning require-
mentse.

~
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18.10.83
NO. 36l OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, what i1s the existing position with .the envisaged East Side
Development Scheme?

3 ANSWER

THE HON THZ MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPNENT AND TRADE -

Mr Speaker, last March I explained that, following the submission
of further detailed information from the two parties in question,
the Land Board approached them with a suggestion that might Well
obviate the need for selection.

The difficulty lies in that much of the information requested by

the Board cannot properly be provided without the aid of a detailed
Feasibility Study. Because of the nature and magnitude of the
reclamation scheme, this study is bound to be an expensive exercise
and neither party is prepared to incur such heavy expenditure unless
they are given an assurance that they will be successful in the
selection.

The Board therefore suggested to the parties that, in order to break
the impasse, both parties should consider the possibility of a joint
venture either for the whole scheme or for the cost of the feasibi-

lity study alone.

.The parties have ﬁéplied that the latter suggestion is not accept-
able since this would in effect be deferring a decision on final '
selection., They are, however, still pursuing the guestion of a
joint venture to undertake the project from inception to completion.
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18.10.83
NO. 365 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON NMAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Economic Development state if he has any
specific plans for the MOD land due to be released at Queensway and
Rosia areas, when he expects the land to be handed over and when he
intends to put the project out to tender?

)
ANSWER

-

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVEILOPMENT AND TRADE

Mr Speaker, preliminary plans for the MOD land due to be released at
Queensway and Rosia areas were tabled by the Gibraltar Government
team led by the Chief Minister at the talks held in Gibraltar with
Mr Ian Stewart. These plans are now being. finalised and, when
completed, will form part of a brochure that will be made available
to prospective developers, as a brief, by the middle of December. .
The Gibraltar Government will give this the wildest possible publicity
and prospective developers will then be invited to submit their own
proposals within the general parameters laid down in the brief.

As stated by Mr Stewart in the House of Commons on the 27 July, 1983,
the release of these lands '"will take place when present facilities
on these sites have been reprovided elsewhere and when the Gibraltar
Government is ready to proceed with development'

SUPPLEMENTARY: TO QUZSTION. NO. 365 OF 1983

i

TON MAJOR R J PELIZA: .
Well, Mr Speaker, there does not seem to be any final date there at
all or any indication of dates since one seems to prevent the other
from going on. Is there any indication at all from the British
Government when they will have land to reprovision, is the Govern-
ment pressing HMG to do that as soon as possible?

HON A J CANZPA:

They are conducting, Mr Speaker, what I am sure is a detailed and
not easy exercise in which they are looking for alternative sites in
which to re-site some of the facilities which they have on these
sites and for which they may still have a continuing use. They are
also at the same time looking into the question of the reallocation
of the Naval Base as a result of the closure of the Dockyard, this
is currently engaging the Ministry of Defence.,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: h

Would the Minister agree that with the date for the closure of the
Dockyard being the end of next year and unemployment obviously
escalating by then, it is vital that we should have some other form
of activity that will take up some of that unemployment?
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HON A J CANEPA:

It is important that we should but it is not entirely necessary
because there is a considerable amount of civil work arising
from the re-conversion of the Dockyard and I do not think that
we want to be in a position where we want to be providing work
for the building industry with a view to employing necessarily
he people who are at the Dockyard. I think we want to increase
he size of the labour force in the building industry with people
ho traditionally are employed in the building industry but not-
ecessarily to take away people from the Dockyard but obviously
the provision of this development is a very important and a key
plank in the policy that we have of economic diversification in
the light of closure of the Dockyard. We ourselves, as I say,
we think that we will be ready in the middle of December to have
a development brief available and then the matter will be given
wide publicity in the media in order to give an opportunity to
interested developers to submit their own proposals.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Could the Minister give an undertaking that if things at the Dock-
yard don't go the way that the Government hopes by, say, union

action and so on, the guestion of the handing over of these sites
will not be delayed?

HON A J CANEPA:

I do not see why It should unless the unions were to delay any re-
“provisioning work which the Ninistry of Defence is carrying out in
respect of these two sites and I do not think that that should be
the case because they are not directly involved with the Dockyard,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question. C S - .
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18.10.83
NO. %66 OF 1983% ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

S8ir, is Government satisfied with the tender proposals employed in
respect of the development at the 01ld Command Education Centre and
what further steps does Government propose to take in respect of
the said development?

) ANSWER
THE HON THE KINISTER KFOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE i

Mr Speaker, the tender proposals adopted in respect of the redevelop-
ment of the 01ld Command Education Centre were the result of a detailed
survey and report by Atkinson International Associates of a pllot
study area of the Town Centre.

The development of the site was put out to tender following a public
participation exercise carried out in May, 1982, in conjunction with
the proposals for the pedestrianisation of Main Street. This exercise
indicated that these proposals enjoyed wide support from the general
public. They were therefore incorporated into the design brief.

Both the Land Board and the Development and Planning Commission
consider that the scheme should not be abandoned and that tenders

should once again be invited when there is a more favourable econonlc
cllmate.

SUDPL“NVWTARY TO QUSSTION. NO. 366 OF 1983
HON A J HAYNZS:

It is put on the shelf sine die, Mr Speaker?

HON A J CAREPA:

No, not sine die, sine die means -indefinitely, that is not the.inten-
tion.

HON A J BAYNES:

Sine die means without a date, Mr Speaker.

HON A J CANEZPA:
When we judge that there is a more favourable economic climate we will

invite fresh tenders.

™

HON A J HAYNES:

Will it be with the same tender proposals or not?

HON A J CANEPA:
I thlnk broadly speaking,.and I may remind the Hon Member what the

main features of the development were. The central feature of the
proposa* is the design of a new square to the rear of the building,
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the building is to be restored to its former qualities and house
a number of users which would essentially incorporate a variety
of shops and cafes supported by offices and residential develop-~
ment. We think that this is the right sort of mix for a prime
site in that area.

HON A J HAYNES:

. .
Does the Minister then feel that the only reason why there was no
tender for the centre was that the economic climate was not right?®

HON A J CANEPA:

The economic climate and the planning constraints put on the
development .

HON A J HAYNZES:

Which planning constraints?

HON A J CANEPA:

The fact that we are expecting the nature of the building to be
restored and the fact that we are laying down the kind of develop-
ment that we want to see. We are not just leaving it to prospec-
tive developers to put up a 20-storey office block.

2

HON A J HAYNES:

I commend the Minister for his firmness in the matter but has he
tried to put it out to tender to another form of development by
invitation?

HON A J CANZPA:

Yo, as I say, we are clear in our own minds what we want to see
there. It has taken very long for Government to come to a con-
clusion as to the type of development that we wanted there. We
have been criticised in the past on many occasions because nothing
was done and nothing has been done because we did not want to do
something which was wrong. The fact that the economic climate is
not propitious to this sort of development does not mean that we
should just put the site out to development and allow developers
to make a quick buck or the only kind of buck that they can make .
in the present circumstances because of a very high density
development that would be incongruous in that area.

L

-

HON A J HAYNES:
Mr Speaker, I was asking whether he had thought of doing it by

invitation rather than by tender? Has anybody made approaches
to the Minister in respect of the development?
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HON A J CANZPA:

Mr Speaker, when we put a site out to tender we are criticised
because we do not consult the public. When we consult the public and
there is support for the sort of thing that we do and it does not
come off we are still criticised, we never seem to win.

HON A J HAYNES:

I/ am not criticising the Minister, Mr Speaker, I am trying to find
out whether anything could be done to put into action the work of

“the group of advisers that came out only two years ago, nothing has

happened? .

HON A J CANEPA:

But this is the result of the advice that we had. This is the result
of the work of Atkinson International Assoclates, this is what it 1is
all about and now what are we going to do, spoil it?

HON A J HAYNZES:

No, Mr Speaker, will the Minister confirm whether the existing building
is getting into a worse state of dilapidation?

HON A J CANEPA:

Of course it is, arty bullding that is left empty deteriorates.

HON A J HAYNES:

Wlll the Minister also confirm that 1t 1s piling uvp with rubbish and
rubble and detris?

EON A J CANZPA: ' : ~ .

Mr Speaker, I am responsible for economic development, I am not
responsible for the matter the Hon Kember is now raising.

MR SPEAKER:

No, the question asked: "Is Government satisfied with the tender
proposals employed in respect of. the development at the 01d Command
Education Centre and what further steps does Government propose to
take in respect of the said development?', not the state in which the
property finds itself in now. . Let us be clear about that.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, on 'a point of clarification. Surely, it does affect the
further development of the place.

MR SPEAKER:

It does not and you have to accept my ruling. You can ask any question
you like on the future development of that site, you are free to do

that.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Can I ask the Minister what are the factors on which the Minister
is relying for a change of economic climate?

HON A J CANEPA:

L}
The proposals undoubtedly envisaged the situation in which we would
be creating a centre of activity encompassing this variety of uses
because there would be a demand and the demand would be created
naturally by a full normal opening of the frontier, this is what
Atkinson Associates had in mind. This is what pedestrianisation
was all about because otherwise we would not be able to move in
the centre of our city. -

HON P J ISOLA:

Can I suggest to the Government that they consider themselves
giving a lead in investment, by themselves setting up the structure
and then letting places?

HON A J CANEPA: -

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member heard me say this morning that we were
having difficulty in getting £6m for our own essential projects,
what makes hin think that we can get our hands on money to set up
a structure there?

HON P J ISOLA: - .

Because will the Minister not agree that if the Government is
relying on economic diversification for the development of the
economy, the Government ought to be prepared to give a lead in
this anéd is not the 01d Command Education Centre a prime example
or a prime opportunity for the Government to lead investment, to -
lead recovery in Gibraltar?

HON A J CANEPA:

I do not think, Mr Speaker, we either have the financial or the
manpower resources to do that sort of thing.

HON A J HAYNES:

Will the Minister consider the increased costs which will result
from not getting on with the development now?

_HON A J CANEPA:

There may not be increased costs, Mr Speaker, if it were possible
for materials to come, say, a lot of people have been adopting a
wait ana see attitude, I understand, on development because costs
could go down by 20% or 25% if materials could be imported from
across the border by land and not by sea as is happening now in
some cases, )
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HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I would just like to correct the Minister on one state-
ment that he has made and that is that a high rise building would
be incongruous.

MR SPEAKER:

No, we are not going to go into that. -

HON G T RESTANO:

But he said that this is one of the reasons. I am talking about the
future development. : ’

MR SPEAKER:

No, he has said that his constraints are insofar as that development
is concerned, to carry out something which is going to be for the
benefit of Gibraltar and that he is not prepared to see a high rise
building, he is not saying more than that and we are not going to go
into this. -

HON G T RESTANO:

That is what I would like to question him on, Mr Speaker, because it
does seem to me that like in all small territories land in Gibraltar is
-at a premium and we are talking about the future development of a
prime site « « . oo ‘

MR SPEAKER:

What are you asking?

HON G T RESTANO:

I am asking that with land being such a prime commodity in Gibraltar
the only way to make development viable 1s to go upwards like all
small territories, like Hong Xong, like Monaco have done and I
sympathise with the Minister that artistically heé would like to
restrict the high rise building but would he not agree that in order
that such a site should not remain vacant for a long time ahd dere-
lict, that he might consider precisely a high rise development in.
that area which might at the encd of the day provide developmrent much
more quickly and attract investors much more because there would be
a high return? »

HON A J CANZEPA:

I do not think, Mr Speaker, that the Land Board or the Development
and Planning Comm1531on would particularly be enamoured with such a
progect. I do not think that the over 1,000 people who participated
in this public participation exercise in May last year would parti-
cularly like to see that sort of thing. I think development is
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important but there is a 1limit about what you do. I do not
think you can Jjust look ahead a year or two. In planning you
have to look decades ahead and I think we could have something
there that future generations would really be proud of and
which could provide a new focal point of activity in the centre

of the citye

MR SPIZAKER:

-

I will not have any further gquestions on this matter. We have
debated this long enough. Next questicn.
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18.10.83
NO. 367 OF 1983 ' ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES

Will Government state why no tender waé awarded in conjunction with
the proposed demolition of Engineer House?

\ AN S‘\"JE_

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR _ECONOMIC DEVELOPNENT AND TRADE

Mr Speaker, with your leave I propose to answer this question
together with Questions 371 and 372 as they all relate either
generally or specifically to the commencement and progress of
locally funded development projects.
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- . : 18.10.83
NO. 368 OF 1983 - ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government undertake to issue free to all incoming yachts

a pamphlet or some other Glbraltar Tourist Office brochure informing
yachtsmen of such matters, inter alia, as customs regulations, medical
facilities, shopping hours, duty free entitlements, etc?

' ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

Sir, since its inception the Yacht Reporting Berth has had on display,
and availlable to all visiting yachtsmen, brochures published by the
Tourist Office.

Regarding the specific matters raised by the Hon Member, the staff at
the reporting berth are well qualified to deal with Customs regula-
tions, duty free entitlements, shopping hours, etc to all those
requiring such information.

Recently, a very comprehensive information booklet called "Yacht Scene,
Gibraltar" has been published, catering for the needs of visiting )
yachtsmen. This booklet, which costs 30p, is available at the Yacht
Marinas. )

SUPPLENZNTARY 70 QUISTION NO, 368 OF 1983

HON A J HAYNES:

-It seems to me absurd, Mr Speaker, that the Government has again been
shown the way by people from outside. Is the Xinister aware, for
instance, kir Speaker, that in Jersey and Guernsey all visiting yachts
are given a pamphlet rather like "Yacht Scene", something specifically
for yachtsmen? Is the Minister aware of that?

HON A J CANEPA:

No, because when I have visited Jersey it has been by air and not in
a yacht but I think there is nothing to deprecate the fact that there
are people with the initiative to do this themselves. I wish we were
to see much more of that and not expect the Government to do every-
thing. I still do not subscribe to a socialist state in which the
Government is expected to manage every aspect of our economy.

HON A J HAYNES:

I am glad to hear that, Mr Speaker. The point I am trying to make is
th at L] ® LJ . . .\

MR SPHAKZR:

No, you are not making your point you are aéking for information, I
keep on saying that. What information do you want? I know you are
trying to make a point but you must not at question time. Next

question.
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18.10.83
NO. 369 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, have the number of yachts calling at Gibraltar fallen
since the setting up of the Yacht Reporting Station?

ANSWER
THF HON THE MINISTDR FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMINT AND TRADE

ir, the Yacht Reporting Berth became operational on the 1ihth NMay,
1982, and the following monthly figures for calls correspond to the
respective years:-

1981 1982 1983
May 516 532 L68
June - 680 610 554
July ' 687 | 838 773
August 955 1,139 921
September - 688 715 633
October 630 i 681

Novenber 509 539

December 251 394

The figures show that apart from the month of June there has been
*notable increase in arrivals during 1982.

The decrease in 1983 is attributed to the partial opening of the

frontier, since local yachtsmen do not now visit Spanish ports
with the same freguency.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QU3STIONW NO. 369 OF 1983

HON A T 1LODDO:

Mr Speaker, perhaps I should explain the reascn why I asked this
guestion and it is that I have been given to understand that the
treatment to yachts arriving at the berth left quite a bit to be
desired and that is why the number of yachts were falling off,
that the hustle that they were put through in having to fild in
all these forms was deterring them from comimg to Gibraltar when
they would rather go to Ceuta or Tangier and I wondered if the
Minister would care to comment on that?

Y

HON A J CANEPA:

I do not accept that, Mr Speaker. About a year ago at the time
when the reporting berth was set up, naturaily, there may have been
teething troubles which there are with anything which 1is new and I
got suggestions, complaints from one or two people, I investigated
them, I went down there myself, I saw what the procedures were and

I was satisfied with the procedures. I have not had any indications
in the last six or seven months of any difficulties or of any com-
plaints and the drop in the figures has got mothing.to do with that.
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The arop is purely the fact that Gibraltar yachts have always
been included in the figures and now because of the fact that
people go over the land frontier and they do not go to Spain in
a yacht, they do not have to report on the way back at the
berthing station and therefore that element in the figures is
no longer there but as far as visiting yachtsmen are concerned
there has not been any real falling off.

)

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, could I ask the Minister one more question? Has he’
had any complaint as to the suitability of the actual berth it-
self for bigger yachts that they find it difficult to moor along-
side this particular berthing?

HON A J CANZEPA:

It is difficult to moor in certain winds, when there are certain
prevailing winds it isn't easy but ‘there aren't many other places
that we have. We are constrained 1n respect of space and there-

fore that would apply to bigger yachts but I think that measures
are taken when there are such prevailing conditions.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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~ 18.10.83
NO. 370 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON P J ISOILA

Sir, in view of the large number of vessels awalting orders in the
vicinity of Gibraltar will Government reconsider its position on

the waiving of Port dues in respect of those vessels so as to enable
them to avail themselves of the facilities of the Port and thus be

of some assistance to the economy?
A

. ANSWER - -
THZ HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPNENT AND TRADE

Sir, Government has already walved Port charges in respect of vessels
calling solely to take on bunkers and water. Regarding vessels
awaiting orders this has not been considered advisable as the charges
made, which are valid for a period of fourteen days, are negligible,
namely, £37.50 a week for ultra large vessels of 100,000 tons or over.

Secondly, as the Hon Member is aware, the actual anchorage of the Port
of Gibraltar 1s very limited. Consequently it would be detrimental to
other Port users if vessels awalting orders were permitted to anchor
free of charge. Vessels awalting orders do anchor in our Port and
masters have been kXnown to comment on the low rates charged.

Experience has proved that the waiving of the tonnage dues in respect
of vessels bunkering has not led to an increase of bunker sales. In
fact Government Revenue suffered a decrease of £20,227 in 1982 owing
to this waiver.

2

~«

SUPPLEMENTA?Y TO QUZESTION:NO. 370 OF 1983
HON P J ISOLA:

Is the linister aware that on October 3rd, for example, there were
seven vessels anchored on the east side of the Rock and has he any
plans at all to encourage or give facilities to these vessels for
their crews and so forth to come ashore on the eastern side if
necessary?

HON A4 J CANEPA: >

T think that there is a difficulty there, kr Speaker, because we do
not have any Jjurisdiction over the waters. on the east side.. I am-
sure there would be difficulty in respect of the Port authorities in
respect of immigration and so on for people to land from the east
side. As regards the point made initially I thinx I monitor the
situation with rather more frequency than the Hon Member since I
patronise the east side of the Rock perhaps more often than he does
and I am aware as to the number of ships that there are there but if
we were to have them on the anchorage here free of charge, as I say,
there would be a difficulty about allowing the other ships which
want to come into the anchorage for business and there would be the
difficulty in arriving at a decision as to what to do in respect of
allowing those who are awaiting orders not to be charged anything

as agalnst the other legitimate users of the Port. - What do we do
for the others, don't we charge them at all either and if we don't
that will entail substantial loss of revenue for the Port Department.
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" HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I have looked at the losses in revenue, I do not
think they would be so substantial, would they, if as a result
of walving or having a very much reduced fee for all vessels

in the area one were to get the facilities of the Port used
much more because that would have, would it not, a greater
impact on the economy and I am a bit surprised to hear the
Minister say that we have no jurisdiction on the east side
because td my knowledge vessels have been arrested on the east
side by the Admiralty Court on the basis that they are British -
territorial waters.

HON A J CANEPA:

But the Captain of the Port tells me that he has no jurisdiction.
They are not part of the areas defined which come under the
jurisdiction of the Captaln of the Port.

HON P J ISOLA:

That can be put right, surely?

HON A J CANEPA: -

Perhaps I could say this, what we are looking into and encouraging
is a scheme whereby 1t would be possible for ships in the high
seas to be serviced from Gibraltar and.we are actively pursuing
that because there is interest in using vessels to go out and it
would have to be in the high seas because we have to ensure that
it is not.vessels that would call at Gibraltar in any case but
vessels that would bypass Gibraltar and who might be interested
in being serviced in the high seas, this is something that an
interest has been expressed and we are encouraging it at the
moment. That should be of some benefit to the economy, I would
imagire.

- -

HON P J ISOLA:
But cannot the Minister use his efforts to allow ships, for
example, anchored on the east side for crews to come ashore, for

them to be supplied from the Port and all that? Wouldn't that
generate econonic activity?

HON A J CARIEZ

That is not part of the Port of Gibraltar, Mr Speaker, it cannot
be done through the Port Department.

HON P J ISOILA:
But why not extend the Port waters, Mr Speaker, I thought we were

living in a place which was our own and now moreso since the
commercialisation of the Dockyard?
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HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I agree with the Minister when he said that £37 a
week 1s negligible but is it not because they are not given the
facilities to come into the west side of Gibraltar that they go
out to the east, not only for the £37 but they are not welcome
on this side?

A
HON A J GANEPA:

They are not welcome, why shouldn't they, why on earth shouldn't
they be welcome on thls side, Mr Speaker? They are there because
it is a good anchorage for their purposes particulsrly at certain
" times of the year when the weather is good, they are awaiting
orders, they have no particular need to do bwsiness, they have no
requirements and it is a good and convenieni place for them to be.
It is one of the most important shipping crossroads in the world.
Of course we welcome every ship, we give them facilities in
respect of bunkering, we are subsidising the water even though
water has been scarce for our own needs, of course we welcome
ships to come here.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, the reason why they go to the other side of the Rock
and don't remain on the west side which is where perhaps they would
generate more business is perhaps, it may be psychological, because
of the £37 charge which I agree is absoclutely minimal but because
it is minimal the; go to the other side where they do not gene-
rate o o 4 o«

MR SPEAKER:

What are you asking?

HON G T RESTANO:

Would the Minister reconsider this charge of £37 which is so negli-
gible that it brings very little into the Government coffers and
consider allowing them to await orders on tha,western side where
much more business would be generated?

HON A J CANEPA:

Kr Speaker, I have been reconsidering it because the Hon Mr Peter
Isola asked me a similar question last year - No. 263 of 1982 - and
you don't just draft an answer to a question without discussing the
matter fully with the Head of Department conecerned to see whether

one can be rather more positive, one doesn't like to be negative

just for the sake of it, it is of no benefit to me or to the economy
of Gibraltar to be negative. Of course, if a question is put one
goes over the ground again very carefully with the Captain of the
Port and investigates every possible aspect of it and, as I say, it
is the second time that we have had this question and we were helpful
on the question of bunkers because we thought that at the very least
it was a gesture that we should make so that the people providing the
bunkers coula give a similar gesture which they have been able to do,
but we have still lost money.
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18.10.83
NO. 371 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

Mr Speaker, will Government inform this House on the progress, or
lack of it, of the projects in the existing Development Programme
that are funded from local monies?

§

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMINT AND TRADE

Answered together with Question Nos. 367 and 372 of 1983.
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18.10.83

NO, 372 OF 1683 ORAL

THE _HON A J HAYNES

Will Government state why no tender was awarded in respect of the
Castle Road Phase 2 project?

L}
THZ HON THL MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

Sir, the Government could not proceed with local projects until it
had completed its negotiations with a number of Banks for a £6m
commercial loan facility.

The Government considered it prudent to await decisions on the
future of the Dockyard and the economy before pursuing detailed
negotiations on the terms and conditions of the loan. This
inevitably had caused some delays for most of the new locally-
funded projects included in the 1983/8L Estimates. Negotiations
with a number of banks have been in progress and some new offers
have recently been received. It is expected that negotiations will
be concluéed by early November. The Financial and Development
Secretary will then be in a position to release funds to enable the
Government to award not only the three tenders to which the Members
have referred but also to commence the remainder of the locally-
funded Development Programme.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QU=ESTION NOS. 367, 371 AND 372 OF 1983
‘HON P J ISOLA:
What is the delay, what delay is this going to cause to development

in Gibraltar? What perioda of time are we talking about, six months,
a year?

HON A J CANEPA: ' - -
I would say of the order of six months, perhaps. I think what the

Government had envisaged, had planned to do in the 1983/8L estimates
is going to suffer a delay of about six months.

MR SPEAKZR:

Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 373 OF 1983 ORAL
TH# HON P J ISOILA

Sir, has Government taken any steps to arrest the deteriorating
economic situation in Gibraltar following the partial opening of
the frontier on December 15th, 19827

. ANSWER

- THE HON THE CHIEEF MINISTER

Sir, perhaps I should remind the Hon and Learned Leader of the
Opposition of my answer to Questions 15, 18 and 75 of 1983 and to
points which I have made on the matter in statements to this House
in March, April and July of this year. A number of measures were
introduced ie the change to the 72-hour rule for entitlement to
duty free concessions, the gquota on personal imports of bread, the
reduction in duty on cigarettes and, later during the Budget, on
selected goods. We have also introduced car parkxing fees at the
frontier., In addition, legislation has been passed by this House
to strengthen the effectiveness of trade licensing and import
controls. I have also held meetings with Members opposite, the
Trade Unions and the Chamber of Commerce to consider possible
measures. As I sald in my statement of the 27th July, 1983, the
Government have concluded that no measures should be taken which
might be seen as curtailing the liberty of the individual or
imposing unplessant restrictions. I repeat. that the real remedy
lies in the hands of the Gibraltarian individual ané the pricing
policies of the trading community as a whole. The Government
nevertheless is closely monitoring the situation and will consider
“introducing measures as anéd when possible or necessary. Any
practical suggestions from the Opposition will of course be care-
fully considered.

SUPPLAFENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 373 OF 1983

HON P J ISOLA: ' -

Is the position then, ¥r Speaker, that the economic situstion is
deteriorating and in fact no steps are belng taken to arrest it?

HON CHIEF MIKISTER:

Other than those that I have mentioned I do not know what steps
the Hon Questioner has in mind but I have stated what we have
done and I have said what we do not think ought to be done.

HON P J ISOIA: .

How does the charging for parking at the frontier arrest the
deteriorating eccnomic situation, Mr Speaker, especially as one
of the car parks 1s constantly empty? Does that not make it
worse?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The question of parking is of course imposed because we have spent
in money in order to have a holding area-in anticipation of the
opening of the frontier. If the Hon Member is referring to the
park opposite the airport which seems to be not very much used,
because 1it, was restricted in order that there would always be
facilities for those using the airport to use it, we understand
that new procedures are being elaborated now in order that it be
made the most use of possible. It came into effect last Saturday.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83

NO. 37L OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO

Will Gibraltar Government officials be involved in the new "technical
talks" on Gibraltar allegedly agreed recently by the British and
Spanish Foreign Ministers?

! ANSWER

TH® HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

It was agreed between the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and the
Spanish Foreign Minister at their meeting in New York on 26th
September that contacts be continued through both diplomatic and
expert channels. No specific arrangements were agreed. The
Gibraltar Government will continue to be closely involved with the
British side in any discussions with the Spaniards. Contacts between
British and Spanish Officials about Gibraltar have continued for some
time. The Gibraltar Government and the Leader of the Opposition are
properly consulted and kept informed about these through His
Excellency the Governor.

SUPPLELNEKTARY TO QUESTION NO, 37L CF 1983

HOT J BOSSANO:

%Will the Government be informing the public if the position changes
and there are talks in which there is going to be Gibraltar Govern-
.ment officials involved? ’ -
HON CHIZF MINISTER:

I should very much hope so, yes.

MR SPREAKER: ‘ | ~ .

Next question.
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. 18.10.83
NO. 375 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON P_J ISOTA

Sir, why has no Chairman of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation
yet been appointed and can Government state what steps the Governor,
on whose shoulders constitutional responsibility.lies for the
appointment of a Chairman of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation,
has taketho secure the appointment of a Chairman?

. ANSWER -
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Sir, the reason why no Chairman of the Board of the Gibraltar Broad-
casting Corporation has so far been appointed is that, although,
over a periocd of months, I have invited several persons in Gibraltar
to ‘agree to be considered for appointment, none of them was able or
prepared to accept the offer. I am, however, glad to be able to
inform the House that Mr Victor Ghio, who has acted as Chairman for
some time and who, with the support of his colleagues on the Roard,
has ably held the fort during this period, has agreed to continue to
act for the time being. He is unfortunately unable to accept sub-
stantive appointment.

The House will wish to know that the Board of the Corporation have
decided to appoint a Secretary of the Corporation as provided for in
the Ordinance. The main purpose of this appointment will be to pro-
vide assistance to the Board whose burden of work has become
progressively heavier over the years with the resultant increase in
the demands on the"time of its members. Names of other persons who
mlght be suitable for substantive appointment as Chairman are under’
consideration.

Sir, while the statutory responsibility for this appointment, as in
the case of many other appointments lies-with the Governor, the
initial step leading to an appointment being made are normally taken
by Ministers or officials and a recommendation is then submitted to
His BExcellency. The sole reason for the delay in this instance has
been the reluctance of those approached by me to be con51dered for
the appointment.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 375 OF 1983

HON P J ISOLA:

Would the Government consider puttihg an advert in the newspapers.
inviting applications for the position because is it not wvery
alarming that the Board of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation

should have been without a Chairman for such a long period of time
and is not the Governor concerned that this has not occurred?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Isn't not the what?

HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Governor not concerned at the fact that there is no Chairman
for the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation?
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MR SPEAKER:

No, with respect, I am afraid that is not a question that any
rerscon in this House can answer.

HON P J ISOLA:

I beg yourt pardon., Is the Government not concerned that there

is no Chairman of the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation? Surely,
there must be something wrong somewhere when there is such great
difficulty in finding someone who has been approached by the Chief
Minister and feels he cannot take the Jjob?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The answer to that really is that the responsibility is a very
high one, the work has increased considerably as a result of many
factors. It will be recalled that some time zgo there used to be
managing agents who did a certain amount of work which now falls
upon the Corporation and therefore some people are simply not pre-
pared to give it the time and I think it is a credit to the members
of the Board who are holding the situation very ably, if I may say
so, in very difficult circumstances that they have an acting Chair-
man who is able to see the matter through. It is a difficult
situation and they have thought that the appointment of a Secretary
in the terms on which we are now discussing will service the
Corporation in such a way that it will be much easier and less
burdensome to accept the post of Chairman whereupon some people

may be prepared to™reconsider the appointment. I do not think

that I can take the suggestion of the Leader of the Opposition
seriously that we should advertise for names for an appointment,

I am sure we would get the most undesirable offers.

HON P J ISOILA:

Well, perhaps not, Mr Speaker, but could the Gevernment 1if there |
is so much work involved in being Chairman of the Gibraltar Broad-
casting Corporation then surely we could get to the position where
only a person will accept who is looking possibly for some advant-
age or hopes to get something from being Chairman? Would it not
be much better, Mr Speaker, to recognise the fact that this is a
highly responsible and demanding job and to pay a salary for doing
it, the same way as Ministers and Nembers of the Opp081tlon were
not paid before but are paid today?

HON CHIEF MINISTER'

The present members of the Corporation feel that the matter could
be much better dealt with and I tend to agree with them so far,
in fact, there is provision in the Ordinance for them to appoint
" 8 Secretary and 1t is envisaged that it will be a paid Secretary.
I would rather have a paid Secretary servicing unpaid officials
of an independent body than a paid Chairman as Chairman of that
body. I think we ought to give that a trial, discussions are
going on now as to the sort of terms that would be expected and
the knowledge and the information that would be required in order
to £ill that post and members of the Board have assured me that
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with a Secretary to them and not a member of the management staff,
it will be much easier for all of them including much easier to
bring in a Chairman who will be prepared to do it on the basis as
so many other Chalrmen are doing excellent work for Gibraltar for
no payment at all.

3.

HON P J ISQOLA:

Mr Speaker, isn't this an entirely different situation to other -jobs®
This is a Chairman of a Corporation that spends over £1lm a year and
in the same way as the Chief Minister was against having Members of
the House paid many years ago and gradually came round to the view
that they should be paid and paid the appropriate amount for the work
that they do, 1s there not a really strong case for having a Chairman
of the Board of GBC who does his job, who is paid for it and can be
called to account which is the important thing, who can then be. made
accountable not in the situation that we have that as soon as the
Chairman disagrees or is unhappy he resigns and we spend six months
looking for another one?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I have nothing to add to what I have said regerding the appointment
of a Chairman, I have expressed my views on that. With regard to my
original reluctance for Kembers to be paid I would like to say that
we are going back to the yesrs 1956/57 where the work of Government
was not the same and I felt that that was part of a social duty. It
will be virtually 4mpossible now certainly for guite a number of
persons in this House to be able to carry out thelr duties without
payment. ‘I appreciate the situation' has changed completely from the
time when we started the House of Assembly and departmental duties
were not what they are today,

HON P J ISOLA:

But is not the situation in GBC exactly a repetition of that? "It~
started as a very srall organisation just doing radio and now has a
tremendous influence in the life of everybody in Gibraltar and yet
the man who is responsible for that organisation is entirely unpaid
and consequently a proper and fit person cannot be found to do the
job?

~

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I have nothing to add.

HON A J HAYNES:

Will the Chief Minister confirm that the lack of an appointment of a
Chairman has caused delays and general problems in the running of GBC?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Not in the least. I would like to take this opportunity to say that
the contracted Board by the lack of a permanent Chairman has 1n no
way stopped, in fact, their work has been considerably increased and
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they are dolng considerably hard work since they had to face the
"rather severe cuts that were made on their budget at budget time
and that is really a big headache which is giving them a consider-
able amount of increased work which they are discharging most
competently and with great devotion.

HON A J H&YNES:

May I take it then, Sir, that the failure to broadcast the -
proceedings of the House are entirely . . . . .

MR SPEAKER:

No, I will not allow that, order. The broadcasting of the -
proceedings of the House has nothing to do with the appointment
of the Chairman of the GBC. I will not have it and that is the:
end of the matter. i

HON J BOSSANO:

I wanted to ask the Chief Minister (a) who was the acting Chairman
and (b) who appointed him acting Chairman?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It is a good question and I am glad that I am able to reply to it.
He is the most senior, I think, of all the members of the Corpora-
dJion and has acted as Chairman in the physical absence from
Gibraltar.of Chairmen in the past and he is considered to be the
senior member and he has been acting by the consent of all the
menibters anéd with my having informed the Governor about it and
therefore I have his tacit acceptance to that and that is how the
thing has developed. He 1is the senior of the members who have
taken, or perhaps I will put it this way, one of the older and
more experienced members of the Board who has more time to devete
to the post than any other.

HON J BOSSANO:

And he is who, Mr Speaker?

HON CHIXZF MINISTER:

I said so, I mentioned his name, Mr Victor Ghio.

HON J BOSSANO: v

Angd can I ask the Hon and Learned Member in fact, does the acting
Chairman act to Chair meetings of the Board or does he act in
fact involving himself in the running of GBC?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I do not know to what extent Chairmen involve themselves in tpe
running of GBC but he is for all intents and purposes the acting
Chairman doing whatever any other Chairman was doing before he
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acted as Chairman. If that involves being the link between manage-
ment and the Corporation I presume that he is doing that as well.

HON J BOSSANO:
So I can take it then that 1f people are unable to make progress in

any matter ‘with the management the man that is next responsible and
to whom matters should be referred is the acting Chairman? -

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Well, yes, but it is not his function alone it is the Corporation,
the acting Chairman is the head of the Corporation and the
responsibility for the decisions is corporate and not individual.

MR SPEAKER:

Next gquestione

122




. 18.10.83
NO. 376 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, in view of statements made by the Chief Minister in the House
about his commitment to the independence of the Gibraltar Broad-
casting Corporation can he explain why the Government threatened the
Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation on 22nd August, 1983, that it
would consider the extent to which very substantial public funds are
devoted td the running of the Corporation?

-
-

ANSWER
THE_HON THE CHIZF MINISTER S

Sir, the reply to the question is to be found in documents which have
been made public. However, in order to be of assistance to the Hon
Member, I will summarise briefly the sequence of events and the: state-
ments made on this matter by the parties concerned.

Government Press Release No. 90/83 of 22nd August, 1983, stated that
three programmes on the commercialisation of the Dockyard were to
have been screened by GRBC Television on 23rd, 24th and 25th August;
that on the evening of Friday 19th August the Gibraltar Government
learnt that the staff of the Corporation intended to “"black!" the
programmes, that the programmes were accordingly cancelled; that the
planned "blacking'" was an attempt to suppress freedom of information
and to deny the right of the workforce and the public to know the
facts; and that the Gibral tar Government was accordingly considering
the extent to which very substantial public funds should continue to
Jbe devoted to a service which appeared to be subject to external
agencies in deciding what might or might not be broadcast.

This was not of course a threat to the Corporation. Quite the
contrary, the statement indicated that the Government would not be a
party to external sgencies deciding on what material might be broad-
cast and thus interfering with the independence of the Corporation.

I trust that the Opposition would shere this wiew in the interests of
the fundamental right of freedom of expressiomn.

On 23rd August ACTSS stated that there was no guestion of GBC staff
interfering with news items, political views or acvertising from any
quarter. On 24th August the Government welcomed this statement.

Government Press Release No. 105/83 of 21st Sspterber, 1983, the terms
of which had been agreed with the Board of GBC, stated that-the Board
had interpreted Press Release No. 90/83 as encroaching on the Board's
independence but that, during the course of meetings held with me, the
Board had fully accepted my assurance that no reflection on them was
intended, that there was no intention of encrovaching on their independ-
ence and that they continued to enjoy the full confidence of the
Government.

While repeating that the information sought im this question is avail-
able in published documents, I am glad to have had this opportunity of
reiterating the Government's concern for the independence of the
Corporation. . : ‘

As the House is aware,-the'television programmes on commercialisation

are now being screened and I think the Corporation are to be commended
on their initiative in introducing the '"Access® formula in Gibraltar,

123




2.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 376 OF 1983

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, can I -ask the Chief Minister what did the Government

hope to achieve by its statement that they would have to consider
the extent to which very substantial public funds were devoted to

the running of the Corporation? What did the Government hope to
achieve by that threat, perhaps, or if you don't want to call it_
that,“by that statement? What did it hope to achieve, to stop
the staff continuing with a dispute they thought they had with
the management or to influence the Corporation to play it tough .
with the staff, or what? i

MR SPEAKER:

Let us not suggest the answers, let us hear the answers.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Government was stating the facts as they saw them, that they
did not want a body which was being heavily subsidised to be
subject to external influences if there were such. They were
not attempting to achieve anything, they were just stating a
state of affairs which they felt the people should know would
not be tolerated. Fortunately there were denials of that and

so much the better but the Government had very good information
on the basis on which that statement was made.

w

HON P J ISOLA: )

But was the Government hoping by this statement to indicate
either to the Corporation that they had better get tough with
their staff or else they would not have the money to run it, or
to the staff that they had better toe the line or they would

not get the money to get their pay? Surely, that can be the -
only interpretation to that statement?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I repeat that the Government was reacting to a state of affairs
as they then saw it and stated what they felt about it. Ve were
not making a metaphysical study into the exact words and inten-
tions of the statement, we were stating facts which were to be
brought to the notice of everybody and that wss all.

HON P J ISOLA: b

Was it that the Government was angry that they were not able to
put their point of view over to GBC and reacted, will the Chief
Minister agree, in a rather rash manner and contrary to his
continued statements in this House? .
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, and I have given a good answer and - -the Hon Member 1s not golng
to traverse the whole of the answer by putting devious questions.
The answer is we have stated what we felt at the time was the
situation and we stood by 1t and the Corporation, which is the
subject of this gquestion, have accepted that their independence
was in no way threatened.

HON P J ISOLA:

Could I ask Just one final question then on that? Is it a fact then
that the presentations that have gone on GBC on Appledore and '
consultants have been pailid for as opposed to a programme and if .so
who are they being paid by?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I do not know whether any payment is being made, I believe that the
way of Access Television which is open in England i1s that people are
given in matters of public interest access to the use of television
so long as other people interested are given an opportunity of
replying. I am not aware that any payment is being made, if in fact
it i1s made, I cannot either admit or deny, I do not know whether any
payment is involved at all., The point is that it was in the public
interest that these programmes should be broadcast and we are glad
to see that they are being broadcast.

s
Y

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, while not in any way decrying that, I think in a democracy
it is right that points of view should be brought forward, will the
Chief Minister use his good offices in view of the fact that there

are three programmes of approximately 4O minutes going in relation to
the commercialisation of the Dockyard, will he make representations

to GBC to ensure that the other point of view is put with an equal
length of time and not in a programme of 15 minutes in which thirty
representatives of political party newspapers all being bunged in as

a counter-balance or as an enquiry?

Kl

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I thought the Hon Member was trying to secure the independence of the
Broadcasting Corporation and that is one of the items in which they
are the masters and I am not prepared to interfere in the way in
which the Corporation carry it out, so you cannot have it both ways.
You cannot criticise us for doing one thing and then tell us what to
tell them. ' .

"HON P J ISOLA:
Is that an assurance that the Government will not have another out-

burst as the one they had when the GBC staff refused to put the
programmes on again?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I do not know whether the Hon Member may not have to have some
outburst in the near future different to-the television so he
had better be careful.

HON J BOSSANO:

I would like to ask the Government if the answer that they have -
just given means that it was the decision of the Board of GBC
that the Government consultants who selected Appledore, that
Appledore and the independent consultant that Members in this
House voted for should be given in fact the time they have been
given? The Board of GBC decided that these people merited this-
time and that nobody else merited an equivalent amount of time
to answer them, i1s that the situation? : -

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The ways in which the programmes are being broadcast is purely
the decision of the Corporation. The Government. has had no
interference of the manner of doing it except that they have
expressed the desire that the views of the consultants and of
the operators should be put across as was desired from the
beginning, the rest has all been worked out by the Corporation
without any interference, discussion or consultation with the
Government.

-

HON J BOSSANO: =~ .. .

But the original position, Mr Speaker, when the Board did not,
in fact, put out the programmes because the employees of the
Corporation refused to be involved in preparing propaganda
material for the advocates of commercialisation, wasn't that
at the request of the Government .that those programmes were
‘being put on? :

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Of course the Government has been interested in seeing that the
point of view was put forward. How it was put forward it has
always been left to the Corporation, I think perhaps the Hon
Member is bringing out something which is interesting to keep

the picture clear. I think that as a result of the difficulties .
then found as to the manner of presentation and who was respons-
ible for the presentation, that they decided to record them in
England and bring them here., *I think that was one of the hurdles
that they had difficulties at the beginning as to how the thing
was going to be presented., Once those two tapes were available
they were given to the Corporation and how they handled the rest
was a matter for them and they knew that those were the tapes
which we were interested should be put across and we felt it was
in the public interest to be put across. The decision of how
they matched in the Access method which they have applied was a
matter entirely for themselves.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, will the Chief Minister confirm that Access Television
has been invented for the purpose of putting on the Appledore
presentation, that has never existed before?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

What I understand and I really mean whén I say I understand it -
because I understand it, I have not been told in any document nor
has it been the subject of any definite thing, is that the way the
Corporation felt that this kind of programme should be presented
should be in the process which is known in England as Access Tele~
vision and I think they put that in their programme and we are not
responsible for the way in which they put Access Television, pro-
grammed by the consultants or programmed by Appledore, programmed
by ODA, whatever the rest of the consultants who are coming or the
people who are goling to be gquestioned. That is thelr privilege and
that is the way they have done it and the Government has had no say
in the people who are going to be invited, in the number of other
sessions that are being made at all, Government has had nothing to
do with that, that is purely a matter for the Corporation.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I take the Chief Minister's point about the balance that
that is a matter for the Corporation, the Corporation may well think
that it is well balanced at the moment but whzt I am asking for is,
<din fact, doesn't the Chief Minister think it is strange to have a
situation where a firm that has obtained a Government contract from
which it stands to gain £1m clear profit is allowed to spend half an
hour telling the general public what a good idea it is to employ thenm
free of charge, he does not even have to pay any of the £lm it is
making in convincing people that they should get the £1lm. He does
not think this is an unusual manner in which to run GBC?

-~ -

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, I think that it is very important, it is mot just a question of
a private enterprise at all, it is very important in the general
interest of Gibraltar that there should be full discussion of* what
comnercialisation is about, what some people think about it, what
the consultants think about it, what the people think about-it. T
think that on the one hand one is being accused here about secret
Government and once one tries to open the doors and meke a complete
public discussion of a matter of the utmost importance for the
people of Gibraltar in years, whether they pay or they do not pay I
do not know and I do not care. All I say is that it was in the
interest of the Government and the Government was representing the
interests of the people in this respect that there should be a
fair debate on this matter and that everybody should have an
opportunity of having a say in this respect and no doubt Appledore
being the preferred potential operators had a perfect right, in our
view, to put the case before the people. .
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does not the Hon Member think that if he wants a fair
debate he should be going on television defending the decision of
his Government to support commercialisation and I invite him to
join me for half an hour on television and then we will debate it
in the public eye.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I appeared on television immediately I arrived from the United
Kingdom much to the chagrin of the Hon Leader of the Opposition
who has not forgivenme for that since then. '

HON P J ISOIA:

Forgiven him for what?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes, for my appearing on TV for 25 minutes, you were even
criticising me in a cafe in Tangier when your attention was
called because they thought you were talking about King Hassan
of Morocco.

HON P J ISOLA: .

I know the Chief Minister is very well informed, Mr Speaker, but
it is a well known fact in the House that the Chief Minister
can go on television whenever he likes so there is nothing
unusual about him going for 25 minutes when he returned fronm
England. :

HON CHI=ZF MINISTER: : - .

That is absolute nonsense. I went on television and I put the
political side. The nitty-gritty of that is mot ours, it is the
people who have been entrusted of the results of the consultations
and the decisions of the British Government amd the Gibraltar,
Government to try and get the Dockyard going commercial and
I cannot see that we should be spending more time here that the
time that these people have had to explain their position should
be the subject of such discussion. I cannot understand what is
the fear, what is the concern that these people should have had
access to the public through television and tell their story,
whether it is good or bhad the people will decide.

HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, surely, if the Hon Member is so keen that people
should decide whether it is good or bad then perhaps he will tell
the House how he expects us to decide what can be quoted and what
cannot be quoted from the reports when the comsultents quote from
them. I mean, it is not confidential to them is it? The reports
from which they quoted last night on television, on Access Tele-

vision, is not confidential to the people who went on television,
just to the Members elected by the people of Gibraltar, 1s that
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The report is their report. The people who went on television
virtually gave away their report on television.

HON J BOSSANO:
Right, that is what I am telling him. -

HON P J ISOLA:

Will the Chief Minister not agree that last night the consultants
left out deliberately a very significant part of the report which
dealt with the other possibility and all Members in. this House know
that but the public do not?

HON CHIEP MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, I must say this. These are highly paid and very
prestigious consultants, we have had nothing to say as to the way
they have done it and any criticism shoulé be addressed to them
and not to the Government.

HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, 1f the consultants are presented last night on GBC
television as the Gibraltar Government/ODA consultants, is it not
reasonable that anybody seeing that will come to the conclusion that
these people are defending a Government point of view and since we
cannot in fact question the consultants on it here because they are
not represented in this House and we certainly cannot challenge them
on television because we are not given time, what else does the
Chief Minister think we can do except ask him about it?

HON CHIZF MINISTER:

My understanding i1s that they are all going to be the subject of
gquestioning on television.

HON J BOSSANO:
Mr Spesker, a 30-minute programme with 25 people in it and he does
not want the House, Mr Speaker, to ask him on that because he says

that is a matter on which he has not interfered, that it is a matter
for GBC. ™

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Absolutely.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Right, so I am not questioning him on that. That is a matter for
GBC what I am questioning him on, Mr Speaker, is on the content
of the programme which is not a paid advertisement because in
fact the Hon Member, perhaps he can clear up that little matter
for the House. Can the Hon Member say whether in fact the posi-
tion where the Government responded after the press release to
which-he has made reference in his answer to my Hon and Learned -
Cblleague, the Leader of the Opposition, that the Government
-shbsequent to that welcomed the fact that GBC staff were saying
they were not 1nterfer1ng with news items or with political -
speeches but that in fact if it was an advertisement it should
have been treated as a normal advertisement and treated
commercially and that the Government welcomed this clarlflcatlon°
Is it then the fact that this is what upset the GBC Board because
they had taken a different line and they have found the ground
taken it « + o . .

MR SPEAKER:

We cannot have such a long question.

HON MAJOR R J PRLIZA:

Mr Speasker, I would just like to ask two questions. The Chief
Minister has said (1) tkat he expressed a desire to GBC that
they should allow the consultants to put across the programme,
and (2) that he thought there should ,be a full ané fair dis-
cussion on the matter. Will he now express 2 desire to GBC
that the other side should be allowed to participate in this
partlcularly Members of this House who are against the views
expressed by the consultants?

HON CHIEF MINISTER: L ' - .

I will request an early Hansard and send it to the Corporation as
I always do but I unaerstand that there is a programme that is
going to last 1 hour or 1l hours of discussiom and I think that
should give people a considerable amount of time to criticise
otherwise if the othersdo not go in how do you criticise what
they have said except through a programme of discussion and all
the consultants, including the consultant whose report has riot
been made available but access has been given to them, is coming
here to answer, so they will be available.

.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, since he obviously must have authorised the consultants
to make available information from those secret reports, will he
also allow Members of the Opposition to be able to make statements
on the reports on parts that, as he knows, are confidential?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Anything that was made public by the consultants last night and
there are a few people in Gibraltar who I understand have videos,
anybody who can get anything from the consultants, the people are
perfectly entitled to question the consultants on what they have

said. A

MR SPEAKER:

No more questions. Next question.
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18.10.83
NO., 377 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON P-J ISOLA

Sir, have directions been given to the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation as to the amount of time that can be devoted to paid
advertising and if so can Government state how much advertising

is allowed in terms of time on an evening's showing of television?

' ANSWER

" LHe HON THE CHIXR MIﬁISTER

Sir, the Governor-in-Council's directions to the Board of GBC at
Appendix A (3) Calculation of Time sub-paragraph (ii) states:

"The time devoted to advertising matter shall not be excessive,
The Board should endeavour to aim at an average of approximately
five minutes in any period of thirty minutes of transmission time,
excluding advertising magazines and sponsored live programmes? I
have no evidence that that rule i1s being transgressed which means
really, for the benefit of the Questioner if he wants to put in a
supplementary, that on a viewing time of U3 hours daily - assuming
that it finishes at about 11.30 pm or a little more - 45 minutes
of adverts on average would be the maximum shown. I am sure that
they do not show L5 minutes, I wish they did and we would have
more moneye. .

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 377 OF 1983

HON P J ISOILA:

N

Mr Speaker, if the programmes by Appledore and the consultants has
been as paid advertising, would the Chief Minister not agree that
the instructions have been transgressed?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

If they have paid? ' -

HON P J ISOLA:

Yes, Sir.

HOIf CHIEF MINISTER:

I don't know, it may be that Access Television is something different,
I don't know. I need notice of that question, I answered it honestly
in the belief that the Hon Member was interested in finding out the
facts. >

HON P J ISOILA:

Yes, but I don't think it would have taken much imagination, Mr
Speaker, to realise what was behind the question. If, in fact, the
programme of Appledore and the programme of the consultants and t@e.
programme to come on Thursday is in fact being paid for as advertising
and I don't know, will he not agree that the regulations have been
transgressed and would the Governor~in~Council do anything about it?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I would say yes, that if in fact it has been paid and if it has
been transgressed that the Governor-in-Council will be well
advised to waive the rule for that purpose.

HON P J IGOLA:

So is that not another way of saying, Mr Speaker, that the
Governor-in~Council does influence the runnimg of GBC?

MR SPEAKER:

No, order, I will ask you to withdraw that, lr Isola, because it
does not in any manner or form infer that..

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, if the Chief Minister answers to a guestion that is
a clear breach of the Governor-in-Council's @irections to say
that [ ] [ ] L * *

MR SPZAKER:

Will you please sit down. The Chief Minister has said that if in
the context of the Access programme having been paid for and had

it been an advertisement it would have exceeded and that he would
advise that it would be a good cause by which the rule should be

breached.: That is-what the Chief Mimister has said and therefore
it is not the Governor-in-Council who 1s doimg it but it will be

the advice of the Chief Minister and that iswhy I anm as&lng you

to w1tharaw what you have said.

HON P J ISOLA:

-

Well, Mr Speaker, I don't know whether my statement has been quite
understood. What I was saying is if he would advise that and the
Governor-in-Council were to accept that adviee, is 1t not a case
of the rules set out for GBC being transgressed because it was in
the interest of the Government to have these programmes come what

may ?

HON CHIEF MINISTZR:

Mr Speaker, I understand there is a rule agaimst hypothetical
questions. ~

MR SPEAKXER:

Yes, there is indeed. Next question.
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18.10;83
NO. 378 OF 1983 ORAL

THS HON P J ISOIA

Can Government point out the reasons why it reneged on its commit-
ment to consult fully all the political parties represented in the
House before taking any final decision on the commercialisation of
the Dockyard?

A

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIZF MINTSTHER

S8ir, this matter was dealt with fully in the débate on the motion
which I proposed in this House on 27 July. I have nothing further
to add.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION KO, 378-OF 1083%

HON P J ISOIA:

But does the Chief Minister not agree that the Government gave a
commitment in the debate in the House on the 22nd Feobruary, 1983,
to consult all political parties represented in the House before

a final decision was made and does the Chief Minister not agree
that he did not do that and was there any snecial reason for not
doing it? I cannot compel the Chief Minister to answer, of course.

MR SPEAKZR: K

«

fext question.
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18.10.83
NO. 379 OF 1983 ' ORAL
THE HON P J ISOLA

Can Government state or indicate the nature of the commercial
considerations that preclude the publication of the Consultants'
Reports on the commercialisation of HM Dockyard and does Government
not agree that there are few secrets in the commercial ship repair
business which other ship repairers would not be aware of?

3

THE HON TH® CHIAF MINISTER

No, Sir. To do so would defeat the object.

Whether, and, if so, to what extent, ship repairers are aware of
secrets in the commercial ship repair business, is not a matter of
administration for which Gibraltar Government Ministers are respon-
sible and I am therefore under no obligation to answer that part of
the question even if I knew what the answer was.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 379 OF 1983

HON P J ISOLA:

Sir, will the Chief Minister not agree as a person who has read the
reports of the consultants, and we have on this side of the House, '
will the Chief Minister not agree that the presentation last night

on television disclosed almost the entirety of the report except the
section that dealt with the result of a lower standard of producti-.
v1ty that could be.achieveable and the result of Appledore not
getting the business that they hoped for and is therefore that not
the real reason why the Chief Minister does not want those reports

to be published because he is afraid of the other side coming to the
knowledge of the public? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SZCRETARY: -

Sir, on a point of clarification I would like to draw the Hon Member's
attention to the point which he has raised regarding the alternative
scenario which the consultants had reported on. The presentation on
television did show the alternative scenario which was a 10% of the
productivity target and did say that additiomal public funding of
£10m would be reguired if that situation were to arise and it
described in detail the effects on the economy as well, it did. I
have seen the video three times.

HON P J ISOIA: N
Mr Speaker, the matter could be solved very 51mply by publishing the
reports. Will the Financial and Development Secretary not agree that
the time spent _on the alternative scenario was very minimal, was
glossed over and the details, for example, of a loss for a period of
5 years and the graph which they dld not show on television last

. night of the alternative scenario, if that had been shown and other
matters had been shown a different impression might have been created
in the mind of anybody who was trylng to make an impartial judgement
on the matter? .
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I cannot respond to what individual impressioms might be but it is
clear that that part of the presentation, I am not defending it
whether it was right or whether it was wrong, but that part of

the presentation did screen the actual figures, the £328m of public
funding; it showed what would be lost to the economy; the effects
on nationgl income and so on and in fact I think that it went
further by also highlighting the effect of that scenario with a
partially open border. The full effects have been put across, -
whether they have been put across to the extent that it should
have been that is a matter for the consultants.

HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Financial and Development Secretary stating that the
consultants put forward all the arguments for and against
commercialisation in a falir and understandable manmner last n1ght9

MR SPEZAKER:

No, it is unfair to ask the Financilal and Development Secretary
because he has not said that.

HON P J ISOLA:

Well, the reason I am asking that is because if that is the case
what is the objection to the publication of the consultants'
reports? Can the Financial and Development Secretary tell the
House why he objects to the publication of the reports?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I do not think it 1s a fair question to the Financial and Develop-
ment Secretary who has done excellent work on this matter and is
holding the fort in difficult circumstances, to answer that. I
take responsibility. The answer 1ls, Mr Speaker, with regard to
the substance of what was being discussed is that the consultants
were given no instructions what to put in the tape at all, cer-
tainly not by the Gibraltar.Government and that the consultants
belong, one of them belongs to one of the biggest firms of
consultants/accountants, Coopers and Lybrand and the other one a
big firm of marine engineers and so on and that it is people of
that calibre to whom you must leave an element of judgement of
what they present. The point is that the consultants were
unanimous in recommending commercialisation.

BN

HON J BOSSANO:

Does not the Chief Minister think that the answer he has Jjust
given is large enough when there are two people sitting there
telling us in a Jjoint programme, Jjointly produced, that they are
unanimous in recommending something and they do not go on to say
that they have only recommended it in their report, Mr Speaker,
on the bacls that it is better than nothing doesn't he think that
if he doesn't state that part of it that is misleading and that
he has Jjust done it himuelf and that the consultants did it as
well on television, wouldn't he agree with that°
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It was the softest option, of course, and that is what they have
always said that if you had to put anything in the Dockyard once
you close 1t it was the best thing you could put.

HON J BOSSANO:
3

No, Mr Speaker, I have not sald that. I am asking the Chief
Minister whether he will agree with me that to say that the
consultants unanimously recommended commercislisation and not
to go on to say that they recommended it on the basis that it
was better than nothing . « « « &

-

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

We have said that in the House,

HON J BOSSANO:

Yes, but he has just said it now and the consultants saild it
yvesterday and what they did not say and what ¥ do not think

comes clearly to the public amidst all the jargon of technical
phrases, 1s that clearly, Mr Speaker, in any situation where

you have 1,000 unemployed even if you employ somebody for a year
it can be argued that it is better to employ somebody for a year
than to have them unemployed for a year but dees not the Hon
Member agree that to say things like that it is being unanimously
recommended for acceptance and repeating it several times without
saying that it is only recommended for acceptamce because it is
better than nothing is in fact to tell half the story?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I am sure that the Hon Member will have amplzs opportunity of
asking these questions to the consultants for whose performance
on television I am not responsible.

HON J BOSSANO:

No, Mr Speaker, but I am asking him for the =amswer he has just
given. I am not holding the consultants responsible, Mr Speaker.
Having read the consultants' reports the same as he has I hdve
rejected their recommendations and he has accegpted so, ¥r Speaker,
doesn't he think that the correct thing is not to hold the
consultants responsible for thelr recommendaitions but to hold

the Government responsible for the acceptance of thelr recommenda-
tions and that is what the people of Gibraltar have got to ask

him for?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I accept full responsibility for the recommemiations and I defended
it here on the 27th July and I made no bones gbout it. Is it that

the Members are so concerned that the presentstions are making some
impact and showing something different to what they have been told

all . the time?
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HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, may I say on behalf of my side of the House that we
have absolutely no objection at all, in fact, we encourage any
sort of programme that informs the people of the real issues at
stake, of the real problems at stake and so forth. What on this
side of the House we cannot understand and we would like to hear
it in confidence from the Financial and Development Secretary or
from the Chief Minister, we cannot understand why it is that
those-reports cannot be made public because we can see nothing -
in those reports, Mr Speaker, that i1s damaging either to Apple-
dore, to the public of Gibraltar, to the Gibraltar or the British
Governments. It can be damaging if the results of it is that
people take the view that we have ftaken on this side of the House
that the commercialisation of the Naval Dockyard 1s not a viable
economic alternative which is what the British Government
promised the people of Gibraltar in their Defence White Paper of

MR SPEAKER:

Next questions
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| 18.10.83%
NO. 380 OF 1983 ' ORAL

THE HON P J ISOIA
Sir, can Government state whether it has made available to the

Gibraltar Trades Council the Consultants' Reports on the commercial-
isation of the Dockyard and if so on what terms it has done so?

ANSWIER

. THE HON THE CHIZF MINISTER

. 8ir, the Government was in the process of making the Consultants'
Reports available to the Gibraltar Trades Council, under the same
arrangements as they were made available to Hon kMenbers of the
Opposition, when the Trades Council announced that, in effect, they
were no longer acting as such on the question of the Dockyard. The
reports have since been made available to the IPCS at their request,
on the terms I have described.

SUPPLZKE VTARY'TO QUESTION NO. 380 QF 1983

HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Hon and Learned Chief Minister say what is the Justificetion
for making them svailable to the IPCS, for example, and not to the
Gibraltar Chamber of Commerce who are also affected by the result of
commercialisation? .

HON CHIEF MIN;STERE

They are not directly concerned as the IPCS is, they have a work-
force in the Dockyard working there and affected by the commercial-
isation as in fact the CPSA, if they ask for it, they have not asked
for it, if they ask for it they will be glven 1t. I understand they .
are not interested because 1o Jjobs are going to be 1ost in that area.

MR SPEAKER:

Next gquestion.
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18.10.83
NO. 381 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Chief Minister state if any progress has been made in
providing the Hansard of the House of Assembly with an index?

ANSHE

oo,

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

-

Sir, I believe it is the general wish ot the House that an index
should be available for the convenience of Hon ¥embers and others,
When this matter was ralsed in this year's budget session I
suggested that the task of compiling the index in respect of past
years might be assigned to a suitable perscon and that it should:- be
kept up-to-date thereafter.

To give effect to this suggestion it would first be necessary to
establish the form that the index should tske, assess the value of
the work involved and engage a suitable person to carry it out.

ay I suggest, Sir, that you should ask that these steps be taken?

SUPPLIMINTARY TO QURSTION NO, 381 OF 1983

HON NAJOR R J PELIZA:

I did not hear the end. Could the Chief Minister repeat it?

-3

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

1 am asking the Spesker to tazke the steps which I think are necessary
to have the indaex made.

HOM MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Is the Chief Minister aware that this matter has been raised in this
House for a number of years now, I think the last time was last April.
I think i1f we hac an index perhaps we would not be wasting so much

time in this House, .perhaps the Government would not be there if people
were able to read the Hansards and this is perhaps why the Chief
¥inister does not want to have one. .

¥R SPTAKHR:

It is not for the Chief Minister to decide whether an index to the
Hansard should be prepared or.not, it is for the Chief Kinister to
express a view as any other Member of this House is entitled to
express a view as to whether an index should be prepared or not, it
is for the Speaker's office to see whether it should be done taking
into account the wishes of the House and it is my responsibility and
if nothing has been done up to now perhaps tke blame should be placed
on me and on no one else. MNay I say that I have now had a directive
as to the wishes and the feelings of the House and that the necessary
action will be taken,
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Well, I am sorry, kr Speaker, that it has taken so long for you
to realise that that was the wish of the House.

MR SPEAKER:
Perhaps the answer might be that the Speaker himself is not all
that convinced that an index would serve any useful purpose but_

in any event since it is the wish of the House I will bow to
thelr judgement.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will it be published before tbe index of the laws of
Gibraltar or afterwards?

MR SPEAKER:

I have not the slightest idea. Next guestion.
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. . , 18.10.83
NO. 382 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Government state what action is beilng taken by them to get the
British Citizens living in Gibraltar enfranchised for the elections of
the European Parliament in June, 19847

ANSWER

) THE HON THX CHIEF MINISTER

Sir, when this matter was raised on the adjournment on 29 July, I made
it clear that the pressures on the Government on more urgent issues
was such that I could not give any undertaking that we would be able
to pursue it at that time., I went on to suggest that, in the circum-
stances, Members of the two sides of the House in the European love-
ment might take the initiative anc prepare a memorandum on the matter
which I would then consider as necessary. I added that, while
recognising the difficulties, I would support any move on this issue.

I have heard no more on this matter and have now given instructions

for a memorandum to be prepared. Once I have considered this, it

would be the subject of consultation with Members of the Opposition.

I hope thst it would be possible for me to approach the Opposition not
later than the end of November. I think also that we should consult
Lord Bethell who, as Chairman of the Gibrslitar in Europe Representation
Group, has taken an interest in this matter in the past and who would
be in a good position to advise.

SUPPLENERTARY TO GQUESTION NO. 283 OF 1983

HOK MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Is the Chief Minister aware that only last Friday the Government
annmounced that they were going to make provisilons for British Citizens
in the EEC to vote both for Parliament and for the European Parliament
and could in the light of that the Chief Kinister take the matter up
officially since those arrangements are goirg to apply to 2British
Citizens, the people of Gibraltar are British Citizens and unless the
Government takes some action fairly quickly &oesn't he agree that
perhaps we may be left out?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Well, I said that I think we could get a memorandum ready by the end
of November,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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18.10.83
NO. 383% OF 1983% ORAL

THE HON P J TSOLA

8ir, has Government now come to its conclusions on the report of the
Select Committee on Landlord and Tenant legislation and if so will
Government make a statement on the matter?

ANSVER

‘ et s e .

THE HON THE CHIZF MINISTER

-

Mr Speaker, we will be dealing with this matter later in the
proceedings of this House.
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18.10.83
NO. 384 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government confirm that they will be introducing legislation
to control rents of post-war properties prior to the temporary
moratorium on rents lapsing? )

: ’ ANSWER
- THE HON THZ CHEIZF MINISTER

The moratorium will only remain in force until such time as the
new tenancy legislation can be dealt with by the House.

SUPPLEVENTARY TQ QUESTION IO, 38L OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

The answer ther is that in fact if the new law is not ready the
moratorium would be extended?

HON CHIEF MIKNISTEZR:

It is in the supplementary agenda which has been circulated.

-
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