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Can Government.confirm that the consultants recommended a year ago
that employee§ of Bland Ship Repair Yard should have the same
priority- of employment as workers made redundant from the Naval
‘Dockyard in the event that commercialisation took place, and has
Government accepted this recommendsation?

ANSWER
;THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Sir, the consultants who evaluated the proposals for commercialisation
recommended, in September 1982, that the possibility of affording
Bland's Shiprepair Yard employees hiring rights equal to those for
redundant HM Dockyard employees 1in the commercilal yard be considered.
The Government feels that this is a matter which, in the first
instance, should be considered by Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 385 OF 1963

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is it not true that the recommendation of the consultants’
was a recommendation to the Government and not to Appledore or the
Shiprepair Company? If the Government is saying it should be a matter
for the Shiprepair Company to consider are they saying that they will
give a political directive to the directors they appoint to the
Shiprepair Company?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, the Government is saying it has taken due note of the recommendation
as the employment of individuals will of course depend on a number of
factors such as skill, gualifications and experience. It would.not be
‘proper to pre-empt managerial decisions by G.S.L. on these matters.

HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, is it in fact managerial decision by G.S.L. or
managerial decisions already taken by Messrs Appledore before they are
formally appointed as managers of G.S.L.7

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, the managerial decisions will be taken by those who are
responsible for employing, the workers. The Government has taken note
of the recommendations made by the consultants in 1982,



HON_J -BOSSANO;

"Would the Honourable Financial and Development Secretary not agree
-that in fact by.saying that Naval Dockyard employees themselves have
no priority ovér anybody else, Messrs Appledore have pre-empted

any not&-that the Government or the Shiprepair company may wish -to
take at the appropriate time?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speakef, the Hon Member asked a question about the consultants
and I think it is fair to say that the consultants recommended equal

hiring rights and not prlorlty of employment which is the phrase the
Hon Member used.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member agree that if Bland Shiprepair
employees have been recommended as having eqgual hiring rights with
Naval Yard employees it presupposes that there is a difference
between the right of employment of people in that category and the
right of employment of everybody else?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Mr Speaker, as I said in an earlier answer to the Hon Member the

Government has taken due note of the recommendations in the
consultants report.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, may I ask in view of the fact that commercialisation has
been accepted by the Government and it is because of commercialisation
that the Bland Shiprepair Yard has had to close. down, does Government

not conSider that it has a responsibility to the workers concerned in
Bland Repair Yard?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker; I think that is another question.

" HON @ T RESTANO:

I would have thought, Mr Speaker, that this does arise out of this
question because the questioner is asking that the workers made
redundant. from the Shiprepair Yard should have the same priority.

So, would Government not consider that it is its responsibility as
well since it has accepted commercialisation?

HON FINANUIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
I have nothing further to say, Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER:

Next queétion.



6.12.83

NO. 386 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, can Government state the criteria that Will be used for the
appointment of directors to-the Board of Gibrealtar Shiprepair Limited
and can any indication be given of the names of proposed directors?
ANSWER

THE HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

MJ Speaker, may I refer the Honourable and Lesrned Leader of the
Opposition to points made by the Acting Financial and Development
Secretary on the Second Reading Speech on tlie Gibraltar Shiprepair
Ltd Bill. He explsined that Board members should have suiteble
knowledge and background in commercial shiprepairing, finance,
labour relations and management experience genersally. One member
would be a representative of Her Majesty's Government. The Board
will not include Government Ministers nor any person whose
appointment might give rise to a conflict of interests. It would
not be proper to reveal the names of any candidates for appointment
but in any case we have not yet reached that stage.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 386 OF 1983
HON P J ISOLA:

Would the Finsncial and Development Secretary not agree that it is

a thoroughly unsatisfactory position to be in that the company has
not yet got directors and yet it is this company that apparently
should be instructing A & P Appledore Ltd, their managing agents,

as to what terms to offer workers in all the matters in relation to
the implementation of commercialisation? 1In these circumstances,

is it proper to throw criticism at members of Trade Unions and others,
who do not negotiate, when the Government apparently is itself not in.
8 position yet to operate?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, there have of course been a number of circumstances which
have given rise to delay in the establishment of Gibraltar Shiprepair
Ltd and not all of these were under the control of the Government.

" HON P! \J ISOLA: i

Can I bsk the Flnan01al and Development Secretary whether his
statement that no Ministers will be .appointed to the Board of
Directors is indicative that the Gibraltar Government Ministers will
not be allowed to interfere in the operation of Gibraltar Shiprepailr
Ltav .

. HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, the Government has made it clear-and the Acting Financial
and Development Secretary made it clear during the Second Reading
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speech on the Bill-that the essence of the operation is that the
Gibraltar Shiprepair company should have freedom of day-to-day
management (when I say '"freedom of day-to-day management" I think
that is consistent with the Hon and Learned Gentleman's remarks
gbout interference; I think- that answers that particulsr psrt of
the question) but of course it is not to say that the affairs of
the company, in general terms, will not be a matter of concern to
this House, and indeed for the concern of the Government. As the
Hon and Learned Gentleman also knows, there will be provision for
the compeny's report and asccounts to be placed before the House and
afterwards will be the subject of some debate and discussion by this

House.
/

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Wouldn't the Hon Financial and Development Secretary agree that
whet he said previously, the way he answered the questions to my
Hon Friend Mr Bossano,. does not reflect that attitude from the
Government?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Mr Speaker, I do not agree with that suggestlon in any respect
whatsoever,

HON P J ISOLA:

Will the Financiael and Development Secretary not agree that, in
view of the fact that the Government has decided to make Gibraltar
Shiprepair Ltd a2 private company with a Board of directors, that-
if there are no Ministers on the Board of Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd-
the only control the Government can exercise on this company will
either. be through the terms of its lease with the Gibraltar
Government; or by an extrsordinary general meeting of shareholders
of the company; or at the annual.general meeting of shareholders

of the company? In other words, the control the Government will be
able to exercise on this company-apart from the terms of its lease-
will surely be even less than the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation,
which is subject to directions from the Governor-ln—Councll, snd is
that in the public interest?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, if I may detach the latter part of the Hon Gentleman's
guestion from the earlier part, the Government will-I have already
indicated by the content of the Bill-have a 100% ownership of the
compahy from the outset. I think that is sufficient essurance of
the Government's concern, and will lead to (as I have already said)
maeny opportunities for this House to exercise its overall control
of the affairs of the company.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, it is not a guestion of the House exercising control,
it is a question of the Government. Am I to understand that the
Board will only be there. as a Board of directors so long as they
please the shareholders? Is any control going to be exercised,

4
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not at the time of annual accounts when reports are laid in this
House, but is any control going to be exercised by the Gibraltar

Government on how the Board operates Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd
during {the year? Will the Board, in effect, not be merely dummies?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Mr Speaker, the terms and condltlons of appointment of the dlrectors

is also another medium through which the Government will exercise
control over the company.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.



6.12.83
NO. 387 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Can Government state whether it has yet agreed the terms under which
it will lease the Naval Dockyard to Gibrsltasr Shiprepair Limited and
will it make a statement especially identifying any conditions which
the Government proposes to impose on Gibrealtar Shiprepair Limited in
relastion to the user of the premises leased to them?

J _ , ANSWER
! THE HON FINANCIAL & DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

MrISpeaker, the Government has not yet agreed the terms under which
it will.lease the Naval Dockyard to Gibrsltar Shiprepair Ltd.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 387 OF 1983

HON P J ISCOLA:

In view of an earlier statement, which I understandé the Hon
Financial and Development Secretary made in this House today, to
the effect that goods imported for Shiprepair Ltd would be imported
import-duty free, will the Financial and Development Secretary give
an assurance that the terms under which it will lease the Naval
Dockyard to Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd will be couched in such terms
so as not to create the situation under which Gibraltar Shiprepair
Ltd will be able to compete unfairly with private industry in the
private sector in Gibraltar?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

- Mr Speéker, the latter is certainly not the intention of the
Government.

HON P J ISOLA: .

Mr Spesgker, could I have an assurance on that point, because it is
of s ome importance, I think?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, the Articles of Association of the company will make
clear what the purpose of the company is. @Quite clearly that

purpose is mainly shiprepair. I would not like to go further than
that general statement at this stage except to say that obviously

the Government will be very conscious of the importance of the
activities of Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd to Gibraltsar in the very
widest sense and will take note of all representations which are made
on that particular point to it.

_HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is the Financial and Development Secretary aware that-
I think he means the Memorandum of Association-that the Memorandum
of Association of Gibraltar Shiprepalr Ltd affords absolutely no

6
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protection at.all? It is true we have been led to believe that
Shiprepair Ltd will be controlled by 1its Memorandum of Associlation,
but the Memorandum of Association has been couched in such wide

terms that it offers and affords no protection at all to private
industry in Gibraltare?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I fail to agree, indeed, I disagree with the inference
which the Hon and Learned Gentleman has just drawn from his close
p?rusal of the Memorandum of Association.

!

HON P J ISOLA:

Well, Mr Spegker, all I can tell the Financial and Development
Secretary is that when we come to the Second Reading or the
Committee Stage of the Bill we shall have to go through each object
clause of the proposed Memorandum of Association, where the point

I am sure will be amply illustrated.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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- © NO. 388 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government; explain why the anticipated cost of employing an

apprentlce 1n\G1braltar Shiprepair Ltd is 100% higher now than it

was in the tender proposals accepted by Government a year ago?
ANSWER

THE HON FINANCTAT, AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Yes, Sir.;"Before presenting their report in 1983 APA were able to
take a closer look at the cost of employing apprentices.

SUPPLEMENTARY TQ QUESTION NO, %88 OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

As aresult of taking a closer look, the Government 1s saying that
they accept now that an apprentice will cost £6,000 a year and not
-£3,000 a year. Is that the situation?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spezker, no, the Government is not ssying that. The additional
£300,000 is not a highly 81gn1flcant figure in the context of the

" total manpower bill of about £6+m. This was a forecast and forecasts
do change from time to time.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is it then the forecast that it will cost the same to
employ an adult as it will cost to employ an apprentice?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, as the Hon Member will know much better than I, the
payscale for MOD apprentices ranges from about £40 a week at the
minimum to over £100 at age 21, exclusive of efficiency bonuses, so
there is a range there of 250%. In that context, I don't think that
the earlier assumption and the correction of that assumption give rise
to great concern, again in the context of the total manpower bill of
approximately £6%m.

HON J BOSSANO:

But Mr Speaker, I am not asking the Hon Member what he thinks is
gnlflcant or insignificant in the context of the manpower bill of
£62m. I am asking him whether, in the context of the cost of training

one hundred apprentices for £300,000, he accepts that it is now
realistic that 50 apprentices will be trained for what was previously
thought would be the cost of training 100. That is what I am asking?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPHENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I have already explained the reason for the difference in
_ 8
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the two forecasts which is what the Hon Gentlemsn asked me. I dQn't'
think it is. for the Government to get itself involved in the detail
of the costs of employing apprentices which will he a matter for
con31derat10n and decision by the company which will be employing
them. .. I would suggest to the Hon Member that, if he wishes to go
into détail on this matter, he might like to contact the representa-
tives of A & P Appledore who will be glad to discuss the matter with
him further.

HON J BOSSANO:

There is no doubt ‘about that, Mr Speaker. But what I am asking the
Hon Member is in fact if the Government, having decided to support
the proposals, is satisfied about the accuracy of the projections
that are being made; and, in that context-if he is satisfied-then I
would like him to explain why  he is satisfied that the cost of .
training 50 apprentices is virtually the same as the cost of training
42 adults in the projections.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

As I said,'Mr Speaker, I think this is a matter for the Hon Gentleman
to take up with A & P Appledore if his concern is as intense as he
suggests that it is.

HON J BOSSANO:

So, Mr Speaker, is the Government's position that they are committed
to supporting the venture notwithstanding the fact that they themselve
have not tzken the trouble to contact those who have produced the
figures and establish why the inaccuracies that apparently exist exist
Is that the situation?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I certainly have taken the trouble to contact and also

* to reach an accord, as the Hon Member will know. The Government's

position is quite clear on this. Insofar as the minute accuracy of

.every forecast is concerned, well, of course, the Government does

not expect that. I have been responsible for the forecasts of various
projects which at the feasibility stage have differed inevitably from
subsequent suggestions, and one would expect that forecasts to be

made so far in general will differ, and will certsinly differ in
particular, from the actual results which will be achieved by the
company. So I suggest to the Hon Member, with great respect, that it
is the latter-that is, the difference between the forecast and the

"actual: results achieved-which he should be concerning himself with.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member not agree that it is a legitimate
thing to ask the Government at this stage to in fact explain why they
place credibility on the forecast if they sre unable to explain the
inconsistency in the forecast? In that context, can the Hon Member
explain why it is that, having given us an explanation what is quoted
in the report, that the figures have been looked at in more detail,
the only figure on labour costs that differs between the originsgl
projection and the subsequent ofe is the one of apprentices? Can he
explain why that is the only difference between the two?



%

. HON, FINANCTAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr épéakef;ﬂi really don't think I can add anything more to what I
have said on the matter of minute comparisons between.forecasts.

. e;:. . '

MR SPEAXER:

Next question.

10



6.12.83

NO. 369 OF 1983 : : ORAL

THE ION J T0STAYO

Does Government cccert that sales rer employee in Gitreltar Ship-
repair Lté will Lo up dy nearly 2+ times as much over itle first

i yvears of operation than provided for in the tender of A & P
Appledore’ accepted a year ago?

T
ar

ANSTER

. . ,
e or ¢ i e p TR AT s mmreee mamvemearm D
THE DOY TED PINANDTIAL AND TEVILOrUZNT SEORVTARY

NOJ Sir. The Government estimstes thst the incresse in ssles per
emylleyee is in the order of 257 net 2% times and thsat this is almost
entirely sccounteé For by the cdiflererce in the rnumbers to e
employed by the fourtnh year. Total sszles figures in the original
proposals and the final report are feirly close at some £20m., I

think the Hen lkiember has made & misteke in his erithmetic.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION N0, 3£Q OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, I think the Hon Financigl and Development Secretary should not
have said that, Mr Speaker. Is the Financial and Development
Secretsry aware that the figures in the two reports are worked
differently in that the £20m which he has Jjust guoted in the second -
report is as a result of an annual escalation for inflation of EX

per annum, wheress the figures in the original report, in fact, are
worked out differently; and that if worked out on the same basis, the
figure per employee in the original report in the first yesr comes
out to £11,096 per capita, whereas in the second revort it is £16,172
.per capita?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPHKENT SECEETARY:

Mr Spesker, I don't know which particular figures the Hon Gentleman
is referring to but I do know that while in the former report there
may have been a Tigure for cost escalstion there was not. in the
latter. However, the numhers I sm cguoting, to help him, so that we
can be telking sbout the seme source, were those in table €.2 of the
earlier report esnd table 9.2 of the later report; end if I may
trespsss a little further on the pstience of the House by gquoting
some numbers, they were 1505 in the earlier report and 1280 in the
latter.

HON J BOSSANO:

- Mr Speszker, would the Financial Secretary not agree-using his
figures-that if 1505 workers are expected to produce sales of

£19.3m, and 1280 are expected to produce sales of £20.7m, that

brings the per capita figures respectively to £12,824 in the original
_estimate &nd £16,172 in the second estimate, which I assume is the
25% differential that the Hon Member has quoted. In fact, 1if one
gets the original figure of £12,E£00 and removes the 5% per annum cost
escalation (which is not included in the £20m) then the difference

11
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is’ between £11, 096 and £16,172. That difference represents that,

L ind “the orlglnal progeotlon, it is a 38..4% increase between year

oné- and year four; and in the second projection it is a 100.2%
increase between year one and year four. Would the Hon Member not
agree that that represents an increase in per caplta sales 2% times
higher, and %his cannot be considered to be a minute difference of
-detall,JI assume?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I have listened as closely as possible to the Hon
Gentleman's arithmetic and nothing that he has said convinced me
that the figure was 2% times.

HON J BOSSANO:

. 80 the Hon HMember does not agree that 100 is 2% times 4O, is that
the position?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, that is a different question, to which the answer would
be yes. ’

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Hon Member not agree that if in the original projection
the sales per employee is £8,019, and in the second projection
the s ales per employee is £8,079, we are talking about basically a
difference per annum of £60 per worker which is negligible. There-
fore, if those two figures that I have quoted, Mr Speaker, which is
the sales of £6.8m divided in one case by 848 workers and the other
one is the sales of £6.1m divided by the 755, that gives us the two
comparable figures in year one. Would the Hon Menber not agree that
if in year four, using the same current costs definition, eliminating
the inflation included in one projection and not existing in the
other one so that we have got comparable figures, if in fact I am
_ correct in saying that it was originally antlclpated that sales per
capita would go from £8,000 to £11,000, and it is now anticipated
that sales per capita go from £8, OOO to £16,000, they are now
“expected to increase 2% times as much as they were originally
expected to increase?

MR SPEAKER:

Let us have an answer to that.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Well, I recognise the two comparisons which the Hon Gentleman made
and I am sorry but he has made an error in his arithmetic. It is
one thing to compare sales of, shall we say, £6.8m in the first
year with sales of £19m or £20m, and if my arithmetic is correct
that is an increase of more than 3 times. 3But, it 1s another thing
to compare ratios and I think that, with respect, would be the Hon
Gentleman's error.

12



MR SPRAKER:
- Well, we aré going to have to leave this.

HON J BOSSANQE

B

-

‘Mr Speaker, I accept 1f the Government doesn't want to answer; but

I think, if you will allow me, if the Hon Financial and Development
Secretary thinks that there is an error and I am uneble to point

out to him that it is not an error, then surely he may be in a
position to give me an answer to the guestion. I am asking him,

Mr Speaker, quite specifically whether the Government is aware that
in fact the sales per man projected by Appledore in the project study
is in fact considerably higher than the sales per man, that is, the
increase in sales between year one and year four?

'HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Mr Speaker, and I have already said that the increase is of the
order of 25% not 2% times.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member is sasying that the increase 1in sales is
25% on the basis that he is comparing a figure of £12,000 with a
figure of £16,000. Am I correct in that? That is how he arrived at
his 25%.

MR SPEAKER:

Do you agree that these figures which have been gquoted is the
calculation made on the basis that Mr Bossano has stated?

HON FINANCTIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The calculations, Mr Speaker, are of sales per employee, that is,
.sales per capita and I don't recognise all of the figures that the
Hon Gentleman has guoted. I recognise some of them and I have '
endeavoured to answer as best as 1 can by reference to those

figures with which I am familiar. But again, I would urge him that
in matters of this nature it would be more sensible and more fruitful
and more profitable for him and myself as he has so invited me to
discuss these with the representatives of A & P Appledore.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I am afraid I don't agree with the Hon Member since

A & P Appledore are not represented in this House of Assembly by him
or by anybody else. I am asking the Government, who have accepted the
projections, whether they accept that the figures which aré in fact
contained in the latest Appledore Report assume an incresse in sales
over s four-year period, and that that increase in sales is in fact
progressing at s faster rate than they originally anticipated, and
the differential in growth between the two rates is 2% times.

13




MR SPEAKER:

Let us forget the differential in growth: the differential in growth
I think has been cleared. You may have your ideas what the

. differentials, in growth are, which is 23 times, and the Hon Financial
~ Secretary has\sald that as fsr as they are concerned it is 25%. Is
~that correct?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Well, the Hon Gentleman is qguoting sales of which I agree, Mr Speaker,
But, his questlon was sales per employee, that is, sales per capita
Whlch is only 25%. If he asks me if sales per employee are expected
in the second report to.go at a faster rate than in the first report,
the answer to that is yes: and there is no doubt about that, but

not 2% times which' is the figure he quoted in his question, and he
has made an error in his arithmetic.

HON J BOSSANO:

S0 the Hon Member does not in fact accept then that the difference
in the two reports is that sales per employee are now expected to
grow 2% times faster than they were originally expected. Is that
the position?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, no, I am sorry to trespass again on the good nature of
the House by repeating the figures, and I have gquoted the two tables
and I can gquote them again so that it 1s perfectly clear for the
record: table 8.2 in the first report and table 9.2 in the second
report. ~ The first report, sales £6.8m in year one and in year four
£19.3m, so that is an increase of about 300% in sales; and in the
second report the figure is similar, sales £6.1m in year one and
£20.7m in year four. But this must be taken in relation to the
numbers employed, because it is a ratio: it is sales per employee
and this particular figure, the ratio, has not increased between the
. two reports by 2% times, it has increased by 25%. :

‘MR SPEAKER:

We are not going to get any further so we will call the next guestion.

14



6.12.83

NO. 390 OQOF 1983 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Have the recently published pay and conditions for hourly paid
‘workers intenfled to be employed by Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd been
approved :by the Gibraltar Government?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Answered together with Question Nos.39i, Lo6, 4O7 and LO8 of 1983.

15




6.12.83

NO. 391 OF 19863

THE HON J BOSSANO

Will Government state what are the sick leave entitlements proposed
for the employees of Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Answered together with Question Nos.390, L06, LO7 and L0O8 of 1983.

16



6.12.83
NO. 392 OF 1983 ORAL

;’ THE HON J BOSSANO

Will GLvernment state whether the ratio of expatriate managers and
superjisors to locsel production workers envisaged by Gibraltsr
Shiprepair Ltd is higher than under MOD management of the Navsal
yard?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Sir, the ratio of expatriate managers to local production workers
envisaged for Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd will in the first year be
broadly similar to those under MOD management of the ndval yard
as far as one can ascertain. It will, however, be significantly
lower from year two onwards. Of course, in comparing figures,
account must be tegken of the different organisational structures
of thg Ministry of Defence and the commercizl operators.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 392 OF 1983.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, if Appledore has claimed that under commercisal
management a significant contribution to output per men would be
the result of lower management production worker ratios, how can
the Hon Member explain that in the first year they are anticipating
one of the biggest increases in output per capita, whilst-as he
himself has said-~-the ratio of expatriate managers to local workers
is virtually the same?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: .

Mr Speaker, that is a slightly different question, and I think
invites the answer from me that A & P Appledore will achieve their
results by good management. It was their record and their
achievement in that respect which were influencisl with the

Government in deciding upon them as the commercial operators for
the Dockyard.

HON J BOSSANO:
Does the Government have any policy as to what the ratic of
expatriate managers and supervisors to local production workers

should be at the beginning of the enterprise, vwhatever promises
for the future may be then made?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
No, Sir,.

MR SPEAKER:
Next question.

17



6.12.83
NO. 393 OF 1983 CRAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state whether the workforce from whom agreement on
changed working prectices is reguired by the British Government
prior to the release of the £28m, is the existing Naval Dockyerd
workforce or the workforce that actually takes up employment with
Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd?

|

/ . . ANSYER
i THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY
Mi Speaker, it is the workforce that will eventually take up

employment with Gibraltar Shiprepsair Ltd.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 393 OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

Does that mean, Mr Spesgker, that the workforce has got to be
employed first and their agreement to changed working practices
obtained subsequently?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr- Speaker, I don't think that that is.a sequence of events which
necessarily follows from my earlier statement.

' HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, if one doesn't know who is going to be the workforce
that takes up employment, how does one ask them whether they agree
to changed working practices? .

HON FINANCIAL .AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I think I will have to say in answer to the Hon Gentleman that

there ere a number of issues which still have to be resolved before
the workforce take up employment with Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd,

and details or a meticulous answer to his question-which is clearly
what he seeks from me cannot really be given until it has progressed
a little bit further and the people start taking up employment.

HON J BOSSANO: \'

I don't agree, Mr Speaker, that I am asking for meticulous answers:
I am asking for a very simple answer to a very simple question.
Which is the workforce that is expected to reach agreements with
Appledore on new work practices? If the answer is the workforce
that takes up the jobs, then am I correct in saying that to ask
the existing Naval Dockyard workforce is meaningless, because the
existing Naval Dockyard workforce may not be the people who will
eventually work for Appledore? The people who will eventually

work for Appledore may disagree with the existing Naval Dockyard
workforce.
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
I

Mr Spegker, there are certainly difficulties at the moment, as the
House 1is awsre, in reaching asgreement with the workforce and their
representatives. It is the wish of the Government that those
difficulties can be overcome.

HON J BOSSANO:

No, Mr Spesker, I am not asking about the difficulties. I am
seeking information as to what 1s Government policy in this matter. -
Is it the Government's view, is it the .view of the British
Government or is it the view of Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd that the
people who have to agree to new work practices are the people who
are currently employed in the Naval Dockyard or the people who '
will eventually take up the jobs with Appledore, which we don't
know yet who they are?

MR SPEAKER:

You have been given an answer to that.

HON J BOSSANO:

My supplementary to that, Mr Speaker; is ‘that if it 1s the people
who eventuslly take up employment, since we don't know who they
are, does the Hon Member accept that first, people have to be

employed and then they have to be asked to agree to new work .
practices? Is that the sequence of events? .

MR SPEAKER:

On employment, I imagine.

HON RPINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

From the gist of the Hon Member's statement or question, it seens
to me, Mr Speaker, that they will not take up employment with
Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd and therefore there will be né agreement

with the workforce. Well, I don't think that is a hypothesis which
the Government would accept in any way.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO. 394 OF 1983 . ORAL
THE HON_J. BOSSANO

Can Government state whether by "current" prices in the context of
the proposed RFA programme. planned for Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd, is
meant the price charged in 1983 by the Naval Dockyard in Gibraltar,
Naval Dockyards in UK, British Shipbuilders in UK, or private
commercial shiprepair companies for a similar RFA work progremme?

f ANSWER
/ THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Answered together with Question Nos.395, 396 and 397 of 1983.

20



6.12.83

NO. 395 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government confirm that the fact that RFA work to the wvalue of
£1L4m at current prices has- been agreed with the British Government
means thet the volume of work promised to Gibralter Shiprepair Ltd
would be maintained even if prices in 1985 and subsequent years
was higher then current prices and hence come to more than £14m?

; ANSWER

/ THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

i

Answered together with Question No$.39h, 396 and 397 of 1983,
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6.12.83

NO. !396 OF 1983 ‘ ORAL

THE HOX J BOSSANO

Can Government explain why the £im to £1m of naval work for the
proposed commercial Dockyard is not at 'current' prices the same
as the RFA work? ‘

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

‘
i

Answered together with Question Nos.394, 395 and 397 of 1983.
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6.12.83
NO. 397 OF 1983

THE HON J BOSSANO

I
1
Can Government state whether the work, other than RFA's valued at
£tm to| £1lm for the proposed commercial Dockyard would be charged
for at| the same hourly rate as the RFA work?
ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANC TAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, the price to be charged for RFA and other naval work
will be broadly in line with that normally paid by the Ministry

of Defence for the same work carried out in the United Kingdom.

All work willt® charged at the same hourly rate and will be set

at July, 1983, prices but those prices, of course, will be subject
to increases in due course in cost of labour and materials as one
would expect. So, the £1lhim volume in 1983 is assured although the
price may increase or the value of that may increase in due course.
The non-RFA work, which is currently estimated at around £im to
£1lm, relates to an expected workload which is subject to operational
needs and has therefore not been specifically quantified in price
term.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS,.394, 395, 396 AND 397 OF 1983%
HON J BOSSANO: '

Mr Speaker, why is the fact that it may be subject to operationzl
needs not linked to current prices? Is the Hon Member saying that
in the case of the non-RFA work the price is fixed?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Mr Speaker, I am not saying that, I think one must distinguish
between the non-RFA work, which is currently estimated at around
£4m to £lm. This is a sum which will fluctuate depending on
workload. What I am saying is that all work will be charged at
the same hourly rate, and I would expect this to apply to the non-
RFA work. There is no specific assurance as to the gquantity of
that, but then £m to £1m is a relatively minor amount of work
compared with the £1L4m of RFA work which has been assured.

HON J BOSSANO:

With reference to Question 396 then, Mr Speaker, the Hon Member is
saying that the non-RFA work would continue to be linked to the
hourly rate for RFA work in the context of moving from current
prices. Is that the situation?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, this £im to £lm is a very small amount of work. It is
marginal in respect to the £1llm. We cannot give an assurance in
precisely the terms that the Hon Member has asked about this small
amount of work. I have given the House the assurance about the
much larger amount of work, namely, the £14m for RFA work.
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HON J BOSSANO:
l

The situation is that they would both be charged at the same hourly
rate: | that has been confirmed has ‘it, by the Hon Member?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

That is my understanding, Mr Spesker, yes.

HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask the Hon Member, when he says that the charge will be
that payable in UK in July, 1983, I suggested that there were in
UK in fact three different rates being charged currently in July,
1983. Can he tell me which of the three he is referring to?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I said, Mr Spesker, that it would be that normally pald by the
Ministry of Defence for the same work carried out in the UK, in
a UK Dockyard.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is the Hon Member aware that there is no RFA work being carried
out in Naval Dockyards in UK? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The Hon Member has the advantage of me by his superior knowledge
of the operation; but merely because work is not being carried out
at any given time does not mean that a price cannot be fixed for
that work in relation to other activities.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is in fact the Hon Member aware that, according to the original
PEIDA study, the Naval Dockyards in UK charge £6m for a work
programme that a commercial yard would charge £3im. Which of the
two are we using as our base line, Mr Speaker?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I amnot using either of the figures in the PEIDA
report; I am guoting the assurances which we have been given by the
Ministry of Defence. I don't think that the PEIDA report is in any
sense relevant to that. If he is making comparisons about the cost
of carrying out work in RN Dockyards in the UK and ccommercial yards
in the UK, then I am sure he will not need me to elsborate on the
implications of that.

HON J BOSSANO:

But I do need the Hon Member to elaborate on' the implications,
Mr Speaker. What I am asking is precisely that he should elaborate
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whether the 1983 price, which has been agreed will determine the
volume of work, is the price that would be charged in a Naval

Dockyard in UK which-gccording to the report in our possession-is
almost 100% higher or the price charged in a commercial Dockyard?

MR SPEAKER:

I think the answer you have been'given is clear: It is Ministry
of Defence prices in the United Kingdom, whichever those may be,
and they are not related to the PEIDA report.

7ON J BOSSANO:

So the Hon Member then is telling the House that if it is correct
that the RFA work is being done now in commerciel Dockyards in UK
at a given price, that is the pricé that would be charged in
Gibraltar to arrive at the £1hm?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, the MOD charging asrrangements, as I know from personal
experience, are very, very complicated. I don't think that the
sort of difference which he has quoted is one which is in any sense
relevant to the price which the MOD will be chearging for RFA work
in Gibraltar. There may be differences between the prices which
the MOD pay and commercial yards pay to private firms who need
their ships repaired. That is another matter.

MR SPEAKER:

I think that the most that the Hon Member can ask is to get an
assurance from Government that whatever is. paid should be the most
advantageous as possible as far = Gibraltar is concerned. I don't
think, in a question, you can get the sort of 1nformatlon and
guarantees that you seek,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Spegker, would the Hon Member not agree that the anticipated
viability of the project is cru01a11y dependent on the rate charged
for the work?

HON FINANCTAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

If the Hon Member is talking gbout Gibraltar Shiprepsair Ltd, then
guite clearly - the prices whlch are chargea by the company are of
crucial importance.

\

HON J BOSS ANO

Mr Speaker, if in fact the price that the Government has agreed to
charge for the RFA work in the package is the price payable by
commercial shiprepair companies in UK doing RFA work at the moment,
will the Hon Member confirm that that is a fundamental departure
from the original proposals of Appledore, where naval work was
expected to be almost 2% times what PEIDA was - however much the
Hon Member mey not like the 2% times.
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am not gquite sure whether the Hon Member s 2% times there refers
to volume or price.

HON J BOSSANO:

In this case, Mr Spesker, I am talking asbout the difference between
£6 an hour and £14 an hour, and £14 is 2% times £6.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

/

T agree with the Hon Gentleman's arithmetic, but I am still mt
quite clear what question he 1s asking me.

HON J BOSSANO:

The guestion that I am asking is would the Government not agree that
if we have now got £14m subject to charging commer01al rates, and
originally the projection assumed £11lm charglng £1L when we should
be charging £6, the work we have got now is worth considerably less
than the original?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I think I now understand and apologise to the Hon

Member for being slow in catehing up with him on this question but
he is referring to a figure of £14 on the.one hand, snd £6 in the
1982 proposals by Appledore. As I said earlier, many of the projec-
tions included in that report have been altered by the company on
closer acquaintance. Amongst them was the cost of apprentices,
gbout which we had an earlier exchange.

HON J BOSSANO:

I appreciate the ability of the Hon Merniber to evoid giving answers
but if there were anticipated payments for RFA work, so many hours
of work at £14 an hour, and now the rate is no longer £14 an hour,
does the Hon Member not agree that the change in volume is determine
by the amount that we are chsrging per hour if the total figure is
fixed at £14m?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, if all other factors in the compasrison were equal and
the only change were that between £14 and £6 an hour, then T
would agree with the Hon Gentleman that that would have a dramatic
effect on the forecasts. But many things have changed, and the
figure of £1L4 an hour is one which is Inevitably bound to be
subject to change. As I ssid, the MOD are guaranteeing £1l4m worth
of work for the RFAs at July, 1983, prices.

HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask the Hon Member whether the price that will be charged
for RFA work and the price that will be charged for commercisl

work is now therefore the same?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker,.ﬁhis in fact anticiprates a question which 1s also down
on the Order Paper and which the Hon Member is due to ask later.

MR SPEAKER:

Next qguestion.
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6.12.83

NO., 398 OF 1983

THE HON J° BOSSANO

Would Government state whether the Naval Programme for the proposed
commercial Dockyard described as work valued at £14m at current
prices means ‘charged for' at the rate of £1L per man hour as
estimated in the tender propossls submitted by A & P Appledore and
accepted by the consultants a year ago?

ANSWER

i A A

/ THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, the undersfanding resched with ¥OD is that the £1lim
programme of naval work for Gibralter will be priced broadly at
the going rate for a UK Dockyard.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO GUESTION NO. 398 OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

That is the answer the Hon Member has given to all the other questions
being grouped together, and he left this one out. Will the Hon
Member say then what is the going rate in a UK commercisl dockyard?

* HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Mr Speakér, I think that is a matter for the MOD and it is
really in commercial confidence, if you pardon the expression.

HON J BOSSANO:

Will in fact the going rate for a c ommercial dockyard be applied for
all commercisl work done in year one as well as for RFA work, or
only to RFA work?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The Hon Gentleman asked me about MOD work: I think I have answered
that question. I cannot really speculaste in detail about the
future prices for commercial work, other than the RFA work, which
must depend on the judgement of the operators as to what the market
will bear if they are to get bpsiness.

HON J\K\BOSSANO:

S0 the Hon Menber 1s saying that, without knowing what the market
is expected .to bear, the Government is prepared to support the
starting of a commercial operation in 1983 having no idea what
their revenue will be. Is that the position?

HON FINANCTIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The Government has certainly received projections, and these are
of course known to the Hon Member, about the future sales income.
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That mbch is known, and the Government has reached its conclusions
sbout the engagement of the operating company in the light of
their proaectlono and other proposals they made and other proposals
made by others at the time.

HON J [BOSSANO:

Would the Hon Member agree with me that in aerriving at a rate above
the competitive commercial rate in the first years of operation in
all the previous projections and reports, the assumption was that
it weould take a number of years toc be able to procuce work at the
rate commercial operations in UK were producing it. If the
Government has now accepted that the charge will be the charge in
UK Dockyerds, does this not imply that RFA work will be teken at =
loss?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

It I gay pick up the very last point, Mr Speaker, the Government

is well aware, indeed the entire projections make it clear, that
in the early years of operation the shiprepair company will make an
opereting loss and that is what in part the development aid from
HMG is to meet.

HON J BOSSANO:

Will the Financial and Development Secretary then confirm that the
position now, unlike the tender accepted a year ago, is that losses
will be made in the first years on both commercial work and RFA
work?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Mr Speaker, I am not prepared to answer that cguestion in those
terms, because the operating losses, and I am speaking now from
some experience of accounting, are shown as being the outcome of
the entire operation of the company. I think it would be misleading
to go into greater detall and start saying: "Well, will you meske a
loss on this type of work or that type of work?!

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Hon Member not accept that the figures quoted in my
guestion 396 were arrived at as a result of an approach to '
establishing a commercial Tacility where there woculd be a cross
subsidy?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I must cconfess that I amnot aware precisely of the
sources of the information, the £14 per man hour which was quoted
in the earlier report, but as I have already seid to the Hon Member,
I would expect that-and indeed other figures and other calculations
in the report to change with time. Again, I must urge upon the Hon
Member that he concentrates not on differences between forecasts,
but on the difference between projections and the actual results
which the company achlevesw That 1s a more important thing to
.concentrate on, 29
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Spesker, would the Hon Member not agree with me that, even
behind this, there is a clear change of policy; and that the

change of policy is that, whereas originally the RFA work was

going to be charged at a higher rate to compensate for the lower
rate being charged for commercial work- so that one would meake

money and the other.one lose, and thére was a cross subsidy- it

is no longer the case, on the basis of his answer, that there will
be a cross subsidy. Now, the RFA work will be charged a competitive
commercial rate, even if that competitive commercial rate fails to
cover costs., That is the case, is it not?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speeker, I think the Hon Member is approaching this through

his long experience in the Dockyard, and using phrases like "cross
subsidy" which may be relevant in the case of a Ministry of Defence
Dockyard, but I don't think really represents the way in which a
commercial operator- whether in the Dockyards or indeed any other
commercial undertaking- would eapproach his business. They must, as
I said in answer to an earlier point, charge what the market will
bear. for commercial rates. They have certain assurances gbout the
MOD business. We have already covered that, Mr Spesker. For the
rest, they must charge what the market will bear,

MR SPEAKER:

We are not going to go much further in this question.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Spegker, I think it is very important that we clarify.whether
there has been a fundamental shift of policy.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, I don't think there has been any fundamental change of policy
at all, Mr Spesker. '

HON J BOSSANO:

So then the Hon Member is telling the House that he is not awsre
that the original tender accepted by the consultants provided for
the Navy to be charged for Naval work considerably more than the

going commercial rate by the commercisgl operator?
{ - . .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I have answered the Hon Gentleman to the best of my
ability on the question of charging and his point about cross
subsidy, and I have ailso made it quite clear that operating losses
are expected by the company in the first years.

HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Spesker, is the Hon Member aw8rCececes
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MR SPEAKER:

May I interrupt? Are‘you working on the assumption that the normal
UK Ministry of Defence rates will not be ascommercial rate?

HON J BOSSANO:

No, Mr Speaker. What I am seying is that the original proprosals
for a commercial yard provided for the MOD to be overcharged. If
the Hon Member is telling me that there has been agreement thst the
MOD will not be overcharged now, then there has been a change of
policy: the MOD have not accepted paying more than the going rate.
Is that the position?%

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, Yovercharged" is an emotive word, and I am trying to
keep emotion out of my answers to the Hon Gentleman. I don't see
that the MOD were overcharged, in any event, even if the forecast
included a figure which was on the high side. As I have already
said, these projections were made in a great hurry, in & matter of
two weeks I believe, and of course they have been subject to
revision—-and will be subject to continual revision hereafter,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83

NO., 399 OF_1983 ORAL

! THE HON J BOSSANO

1

Can Gévernment state whether Gibraltar Shiprepsir Ltd would be
expecied to pay import duty on any goods or capital equipment,
the same as any other commercisl firm?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Spesker, the £28m funding requirement for Gibraltsr Shiprepair
Ltd will be met from a development aid grant from the ODA. The
rules governing ODA funding normally reguire that the monies
cannot be used to meet the cost of import duties levied by the
recipient country. Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd will therefore be
exempted from payment of import duty during the formative period
when the operation is funded with ODA grants.

[

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO., LOO OF 1983 ORAL

l! THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Gokernment state whether in describing the Dockyard package

as "uﬂ to" £26m it is the British Government's view that some
lesseﬂ sum should be provided if the cost of any given component
of the items of expenditure, should come to less than snticipated?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Answered together with Question Nos.40l, 402 and LO3 of 1983,
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. 6.12.83
NO. L4O1 OF 1983 ORAL

I THE HON J ROSSANO

H

|
Is thére a time limit within which -the £28m packege must be spent?

ANSTER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Answered together with Question Nes.j00, 402, and LO3 of 1983.
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6.12.83

NO. L0O2 OF 1983 ORAL

1 | . THE HON J BOSSANO

i

I
Can Givernment say whether losses above those anticipated within

the first two years operation of Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd would
be funded from within the £28m or from extra funds from the UK
Government? :

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Answered together with Question Nos.40O, 4Ol and L4O3 of 19&63.
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6.12083
NO. 403 oF 1983

THE HON J BOSSANO

I
Can Gohernment state what use 1t can meke of any surplus of the

sum provided to cover operating losses of the first 2 years of
Gibraﬂtar Shiprepair Ltd if it proves to be larger than required?
ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, I cannot speak for the British Government but, according
to the statement made by HMG on the 27 July, 1983, the £28m grant
will be available for the first two years of the commercizlisation
project. I have no doubt that HEG will accept the need for some
flexibility in how the £28m is applied both as to content and indeed
timing provided of course there are good grounds for changes in
planned expenditure.

/

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS.LOO, LOl, L0O2 AND 403 oF 1983

HON J BOSBANO:

Does the answer the Hon Member has given .mean that he doesn't know
how much of the £28m is for operating losses?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Yes, Mr Speaker. I have ready an answer to a guestion which the

Hon Member is due to ask shortly on that very subject. I am
prepared to give it now.

MR SPEAKER:

You can if you so wish. You would have to give the answer agzin,
but if you want to refer to it, you are free to do so.

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon Member say specifically if the items that are maeking
up the £28m, the cost of each of those items, have been agreed
with the UK Government? '

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Certainly, the £28m has been itemised and agreed with the UK
Government, yes.

HON J BOSSANO:

If there is a variation above or below, from the cost of the
itemised components, whet is the agreed policy?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

As I explained, Mr Spesker, one would expect some veriation. It
would be s matter for consideration at the time, if the variation
is for large amounts. I am unfamiliar with the infrsstructure of
the Dockyard, but if some item of capital equipment had been
estimated to have cost £3m and it is suddenly found that it is £6m,
then I would imagine that some searching guestions would be asked.
But, as I slready said, I expect that HHG will allow us some
flexibility in the deployment of the £2&m.

H&N J BOSSANO:

Bgt in fect the ceiling is £28m, is it not?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The ceiling is £28n, yes, Mr Spesker.

MR SPEAKER :

Next guestion.
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6.12.83

NO. 4oL OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state how much of the £28m "package" is reserved
for operating losses in the first 2 years of operation of
Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd? '

ANSWER

i _ THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, the operating losses of Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd are
ei?ected to be £5.5m over the first two years. This sum is
ineluded in the £26m grant from Her Majesty's Government.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. LOL OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

If, Mr Speaker, the losses should be less, is Government free to
use the money allocated for that purpose out of the £28m for some
other purpose or not?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I think, as I said in answer to the esrlier guestion by the Hon
Member, Mr Speaker, this is something which will have to be judged
at the time. If the losses are less, and if the entire range of
capital equipment which is included in the £28m is also taken up,
-and on the assumption that there were no other need for funds, then
I can foresee .the situation in which the total .amount would be less
than £28m; but those are very wide assumptions.: They are all
hypothetical, Mr Speszker, at this stage.

HON J BOSSANO:

If the Hon Member has said in answer to a previous gquestion that
the ceiling is £28m, does that mean that if the only amount
available to cover losses after meeting the cost of investment was
five times £Im, any losses gbove that figure would have ito be met
by the Gibraltar Government?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

If the Hon Member means, 1is it possible that the amount of aid
could be greater than £28m, then certainly I would envisage that
this is something which would have to be considered at the time.
It is conceivable that HMG might also be called upon, in the light
of their commitment about future economic assistance, but beyond
that I really cannot say, Mr Speszker.

38



HON A J HAYNES:

Will the Hon Financial and Development Secretary confirm that the
two statements to which he has referred us-or the Hon Mr Bossano-
in answer to the question, namely, the statement mede in the
British Parliament and the statement made by the Chief Minister
in July, are rather sketchy?

MR SFEAKER:

No, that 1s a matter of opinion.

HLN A J HAYNES:

IL there a further document, which makes concrete decisions on
those matters which were left nevtulcocus and in the eir at the time
of those statements, which wculd entitle us to formulate our own
opinions on these mgtters, which is &veilable to Government and
not to the Oppesition?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SEZCRETARY:
I know of no document, Mr Speaker, that would resdily illuminate

these guestions with more light than I have been able to shed on
the subject fcr the Hon Member.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, we have been told, nevertheless, that there is an
itemisation of the £28m. Will that be made available?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

This is the subject of development gaid, and in due course I would
expect that-as the aid is to be used for the purpose of investment
in the operating company-it will be itemised in the balance sheet
of the company. As the Hon Member knows, the accounts of the
company will be laid before the House 'in due course, so they will
have an opportunity to see how the monsy has been spent.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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6.12.83
NO, LO5 OF 1983 ORAL

) THE HON J BOSSANO

I
Can Gokernment confirm that in the projections made by its
consulltants of the impact on the eccnomy of the implementestion
of the cuts envisaged in the June 1981 Defence White Paper, no
account has been taken of the 40% reduction in Naval Personnel
stationed here by 1986, recently confirmed by the Flsg Officer,
Gibraltar?

ANSWVER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, it is true thet no esccount was taken of any possible
reduction in Naval personnel stationed in Gibraltar, other than

those engaged in the shiprepailr operation in HM Dockyard in the

projections referred to by the Hon Kember,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. LO5 OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

Was Government or the consultants aware at the time that this
reduction was going to take place?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

T am afraid I don't know the answer to that question, Mr Speaker.

HON J BOSSANO:

Has in fact the Government taken the matter up with the UK
Government since? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I don't think it is for the Gibraitar Government to
take this matter up with the UK Government. It is a fact which
was not apparently available to the consultants when they produced
their report. It is & fact which i1s now availableﬂ

HON J BOSSANO:

But would the Hon Member not agree that if the discussions

between the Government of Gibraltar and the British Government
have been in pursuance of the commitment in the 1981 Defence VWhite
Paper that alternative weys of sustaining the economy would be
found, and in assessing the need this factor was not taken intc
account by the consultants, this is a matter that needs to be
raised subsegquently when the information becomes available?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spebker, it is a matter which the Government is now fully
aware f and therefore will be able to make such use of as it
seems Pecessary at the appropriate time and in the appropriste
circu%stances.

HON J BOSSANO:

So the Government is now in a position to confirm that the impact
of the Defence White Paper is greater than anticipated by the
consultants, and was not taken into account in arriving at the
glternative paclkage?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I think the Hon Member is referring to the impact on
the Gibraltar economy of defence cuts, some of which were not seen.
I accept that these were not foreseen at the time, and therefore
- they vere not included in the consultants report. They are now
known to the Government, but I don't think that this further fact
would mske any substantigl difference to, for example, the £28m
package of development aid for the Dockyard which has been
negotiated. As I said, the Government will bear this in mind, and
will use it as necessary in any subseguent negotiations when it
seems to the Government meet and just and timely to do so.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Financial and Development Secretary nof in
a position to say. to what extent these cuts will affect the
Gibraltar eccnomy?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Mr Spesker, if the House would bear with me I have this
information close at hand. The effect of a 4O% cut in naval
personnel we calculate on the basis of the 1979 Input/Output Study
at 1983 prices would be an estimated loss of £1.3m in total
expenditure; £0.6m in national income; £0.25m in Government revenue
and there will be a potentlal employment effect of some 80 job
opportunities.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speeker, has Government any plans to overcome these reductions?

MR SPEAKER:

No, I think that is an~unfaif guestion to ask as a supplementary.
It is not fair on Government to be asked a question like this at
short notice. .

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, since the amount has been evaluaeted, has in fact
Government made any provision toc offset these losses?
- 41



MR SP{ KER:

Is th#re any possible answer that Government can give?

HON FiNANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I think in short terms there is no answer the Government can give
to this question at the present time, Mr Spesker, in the sense of
what steps the Government will be taking for this particulsar
tranche of bad news, if I may use that expression. Of course,
the Government has to have regard to the oversall impact of a
number of measures on the economy, and I am sure the Hon Member
will know we are giving very active consideration to this.

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestion.
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6.12.83

NO. LO6 OF 198% ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANQO

Can Government state whether the rates.of pay for industrial workers
advertised by\ Messrs Appledore as applying in Gibraltar Shiprepailr
Ltd for up to the first 3 months of 1985 have been agreed by the

- @Gibraltar Government and to what grades of workers in UK they have

been analogued?

ANSWER
; THE HON THE FINANCTAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Answeréd together with Question Nos.390, 391, 407 and LO8 of 1983.
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6.12.83
NO. LO7 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Does the Gibraltar Government agree with the statement issued by
Messrs Appleddre that the published terms and conditions of employ-
ment fo%rourly paid workers cannot be altered?

' ANSWER
- THE HON THE FINANCTAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

- Answered together with Question Nos.390, 391, LO6 and LO8 of 1983,
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6.12.83

NO. LO3 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO ‘

Has Government approved the policy that all the unemployed will
compete on equal terms for. the vacancies, that would become available
in the commercial Dockyard, if commercislisation went shead, sas
stated by Messrs Appledore recently?

ANSVER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOEMENT SECRRLTARY

Mr Spezker, in his statement to the House on 27 July 19¢€3, the
Chief ¥inister said thst the guestion of ‘work practices - which,

of course includes terms anéd conditions of employment - wes a

matter for discussions and agreement between the commercisl

operator and the workforce and its representatives. He added that,
though this was not a matter for the Government, the Government were
of course ready, with their knowledge of local conditions to use
their good offices to assist in the discussions if both sides wish
them to do so.

The Government consider that all thé matters raised in the questions
to which I have referred sre matters for discussions between the
Union and Messrs Appledore. The outcome of that discussion will then
fall to be ratified by Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd.

'SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS.390, 391, LO6, LO7 AND LOS OF 1983
HON J BOSSANO: - |

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Memgér explain how the matter of work
practices determines who is employed, whether people have got sick

leave entitlements, what is the basic rate of pay as to what rate
of pay in UK that grade is analogued? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Mr Spesker, as I said in my answer to the Hon Gentleman these are

in fact matters to be discussed between the commercial operator and
the workforce. .

HON J BOSSANO:
So, Mr Speaker, the Government itself holds no views at all on whst

people should be paid in the-Gibraltar Shiprepair company, it is e
matter of complete indifference to them?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPWENT SECRETARY:
No, Mr Spesker, I have said in my answer to the guestion that the

Government is certainly prepared to use their good offices to
assist in the discussions, if both sides wish them to do so.
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HON J BOGSANO:

Can the Hon Member say then whether he heas got any inkling et all
where the recently published pay &and conditions for hourly paid
workers have been obtained from?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPHENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, could tﬁe Hon Membher just refresh my memory a little
further on that? I amnot quite sure to wnich recently published
informetion he refers to.

HON J BOSSANO:

The Hon Member I don't think was. in Gibrsltar at the time, Mr Speake
but in fact shortly before his arrivel Messrs Applecore placed publi
advertisements stating what the hourly pay for workers would be,
what their annual leave would be and so on. Is he awvare where that
information was produced from, how it was arrived at?

HON FINANCTAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I am grateful to the Hon Member for nis courtesy and
his acgusinting me with the informstion, which -in fact I have seen.
As he said, this was a broadsheet-I understand-procduced by & & P
Appledore. He asked me what thé source of informstion is: well,
that is where it came from, from A & ¥ Appledore.

HON J BOSESANO:

I am aware of that, but I mean, is the Hon Member saying that that
is ‘a2 matter to be =2greed by some unknown vody and Arrledore? I
asked in GQuestion 390, Mr Spesker, whether that has been approved .
by the Government or not. .If the answer is that it has not been
approved by the Government, where does it come from? Vhere did
Appledore get it from? Who have they discussed it with?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I think the only pert of that guestion which I wish to
comment on is that no, of course it has not been approved by the
Government in the s ense in wnich the Hon Member mentions, T or
reasons which I gave in my enswer to his questions on the matter.
This is & matter for consideration by the company, snd they must
reach commercial Jjudgement in the light of all the factors which
they have to take into account if they are to run the commercial
Dockyard successfully. ’

HON J BOSSANO:

S0, Mr Speaker, then the Hon lember is saying that as fer as the
Government is concerned Messrs Aprledore have got a free hand to
determine unilaterally whet is required in terms of ray end

conditions to make the company a success., Is that the situation?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I did not say that. I said thet the Government is
prepared to lend its assistance and its good offices to Appledore
for purposes of determining such matters as nay, locel concditions
of service snd so on, and one would naturally expect the company
to listen to any advice the Government had to offer.

HON J BOSSANO:

But the company so far has not sought the sdvice of the Government?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOFMERT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, no, the company hss not so fer sought the formal advice
of the Government,

HON J BOSSANO:

So the company has now come out with published oifers of employment
on terms and conditions which they have declared cannot be altered,
without having sought the advice of the Government?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:-

Mr Speaker, as the House will be sware, the company have made it
quite clear and also in their broadsheet - I think this may be
what the Hon Gentlemean is referring to - that at the outset the
‘hourly rstes of pay which they will bring into operation will in
fact be those enjoyed by Dockyard workers nowe.

HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Spesgker, ss the Hon Financisl and Development Secretery
will be cquite awsre the Chief Minister hes said that people would
be paid parity in January, 1985. I am asking the Financial
Secretary if in fact rates of pay appliceble in Janusry, 1S85 have
been published by the company (and the compsny has stated publicly
in ‘publishing them that they cannot be altered), can he explain to
me how they have been arrived at?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVE LOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, the Hon Gentleman obviously has the advantage over me
because his knowledge of the details of these matters is more
extensive than mine, I would expect. I shall have to look into
these particular references he has made. If I have been guilty of
an error, in fact, then I apologise to the House, vut I cannot ssay
eny more on this occasion.

HON J BOSSANO:

Cen I .ask, Mr Spesker, as a supplementary of one of my other
questions - since the Hon Member answered them all together - 1is
in fact the policy statement that the rstes that nave been
published cennot be altered and that people who wish to apply will
have to apply on those rates, has that policy been eccepted by the
Government?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Nr Spesker, the Government has certsinly taken note of the stztement
which have been made. But, as I have explsined in answer to

earlier ststements, the Government regsrds negotiations of weges and
conditions of service as being primerily 2 matier for the commercial
operator. :

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Kember explain how it is the Government
regards negotiations as a mstter for the commerciel operetor when
the commercial operator has said thst their rates cannot pe

eltered. \hat does negotistion meen if the rates carnot be altered?

HON .FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I think these are, as I said, matters for negotiation
between the company and the workforce.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I have got a guestion about that coming on. Whet I am
asking the Finsncial and Development Secretary - since he is
answering the guestions is in fact what is the Government's positicn
Is the Government's .position that if Appledore tomorrow says that
anything that they have made public cannot be sltereda, is the
Government position that tecause Apvledcre has ssid it that's it,
the Government doesn't accept responsibility for that statement.

Is that it% .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I think the Hon Gentleman is now asking a number of
hypothetical questions which do not arise out of his questions.

MR SPEAKER:

It.is.most certainly a follow-up on the answers that he has been
given,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Spegker, it is in fact on the Order Paper, I cammot help it 1f
the Hon Member has decided, hsving numbered them as he wished, to
answer them all together. In fact I asked, in Question LO7, does
the Government agree that the published terms and congitions of
employment cannot be altered? This is not & hypothetical question:
this has been a statement published in the press.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, of course the Government does not sagree that the
published terms and conditions cannot be altered at any time. I
am sorry if in my halting wsy I failed to recognise that that was
what the Hon Member wss asking. Of cocurse the Government does not

say that they cannot be altered at any time, and it would be absurd
to meke such a.statement. 48
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HON J BOSSANO:

So the Hon Member then says that in fact Appledore was absurd in
meking that statement. Is that the situation?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Mr Spesker, I do.-not concur in that.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, I don't think that Question LOE hes bcen answered. Will
the commercial yard in fact take their pool of employees from ell
the unemployed, end will no priority be glven to those who become
redundant within the Dockysrd?

MR SPEAKER:

Question LO8 reads: “Has Government approved the policy that =11
the unemployed will compete on egusl terms for the vecencies thsat
would become available in the commercial Dockysrd?"

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speeker, I think that question was answered in my <cerlier
response to the Hon Member, I think in answer to Question 3S0.

Will they compete on egusl terms: I don't think it is possible to
say that anyone will compete on egual terms, because no one is

egual. As I.explained ezrlier, the commercisl operators %ill have
to take into account matters of skill, experience and cuslificstions,
personal gualities and so on as employers of personnel normally do.

HON G.T RESTANO:

Would Government, Mr Speaker, sgree that within the skills of the
lebour force priority should be given to those who become redundant
in the Dockyarad?

HON FINANCIAL ARD DEVELOPKENT SECRETARY:

I would certainly expect, Mr Speaker, that A & P Appledore - who
wish to run a successful yard-will have very greast regard to the
.claims of redundant Naval Dockyard workers.,

HON G T RESTANO:

That is a hope, what the Hon Member is saying. But, is there any
directive from the Government to the Shiprepair company-which in
fact is going to be the managers for the Government-on these
priorities? If 1t is just a hope, hass Government discussed it with
A &P Appledore?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spezker, no directive has been given on this mastter. As the
House will be aware, thére are a number of difficult and delicate
issues under consideration at present,
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HON G T RIESTANO:

Has the matter been discussed with A & P Appledore?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I have nothing to add, Mr Speaker, to my point that no directive
has been issued by the Government. Certainly, there have been
informal discussions with A & P Appledore sbout the sort of skilis,
qualificetions and experience, and the trades and the crsfts which
they will need. Naturally there have been these discussions
between A & P Apuvledore and the Government.

HON G T RESTANO:

Has it been esteblished within these discussions that in fzet it -
would be better for those working in the Dockysrd to be given
priority? Has the point been made by the Government, within the
informel discussions, to A & P Appledore?

HCON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOFPMENT SECRETARY:

As I have slresdy said, ir Speeker, the cguestion of ecuslity is one
which is very, very cifficult to answer witnout considering the
claims in each individual case. The Government is very conscious
of the expertise which resides in the Dockyard, and so are £ & P
Appledore. -

HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Spesker, Sir, 1in relation to Guestion 391, might I ask the
Government if the sick lesve entitlements of the future employees.
of Gibraltar Shiprepsir Ltd will be no less than those enjoyed by
workers throughout Gibreltar, both in the public and the privste
sector, which I understand is done by regulation?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No,  Mr Spesker, I cannot give a positive assursnce on that in the
terms which the Hon liember has gsked. 3But, s I have said 1in answer
to the esrlier questions, these sre matters which A & P Appledore
are fully slive to and they are awsre of the terms and conditions-
including sick leave—enjoyed now by Dockyard workers. I have no
doubt that they will meke note of that in coming to a decision,
using their commercisl judgement at the time.

HON £ J CANEPA: N

Insofsr as the genersl conditions of sick pay, which are prescribed
by law, which zre applicable to the private sector, they will
naturally apply.

HON G T- RESTANO:

I would like to come back to Question No.L(08,. on what we consider
priorities of re-employment. Vhat is to stop the Shiprepair
Companyclitotﬂc.O'!
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MR SPEAKER:

That is & hypothetical guestion.

HON G T RESTANO:

I would@ like protection for Gibralterian workers, Mir Spesker, and

I would like to ask what the Government feels on this matter.

What is to stop, within the ambit of the answer thst has been given
by the Hon Financial and Development Secretary, for the company to
employ foreigners, sheall we say, with the sam€....ces

MR SPEAKER:

No, no.

HON G T RESTANO:

Can I put it this way, Mr Speaker? Will Government estgblish with
A & P Appledore that whilst there are Gibraltariens with sufficient
skills they should have priority of employment?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, the Government's position on this is that all employees
who have the necessary skills and experience will e considered.

As I have said, those who are already working in the Dockyard including
those who may be made redundant will clearly hsave a claim by virtue

of their expertise and their skills and their experience. But,
Appledore have made it quite clear that there will be a fair amount

of re-training to be done, and that there szre shortages in some

skills and in some trades. They have made proposals as to how these
might be cured. Within the context of that, I am guite sure that

they will have regard to the claims of Glbraltsrlaps, to use the

Hon Member's own expression.

HON G T RESTANO:

Has that in fact been established between the Government snd A & P
Appledore?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELO?MENT SECRETARY:

‘This is the understanding which we have from the company.

HON J BOSSANO:

N

Mr Spesker, could I ask, are the projections made by Appledore on
what they are able to offer in terms and conditions determined bty
the sccuracy of their proaectlons on sales, to which I referred in
an earlier question?

MR SPEAKER:

NO’ no.
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HON J BOSSANO:

What are they based on then? What does the Hon Member mesn when
he says that the company will pay whatever they can sfford in
their commercial judgement?

MR SPEAKER:

The answer is, I think, the one you gave to the Hon Financial
Secretary before:; that lessrs Appledore are not in the House.
The Hon Financial Secretzry cannot answer for Appledere. They
have said, most certainly that they would be prepared to use
their good offices.:

HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, if the Government is saying that the terms and
conditions offered by Appleoore depend on what they, in their
judgement, considered can be afforded, I am asking whether the
Government then accept as &a conseguence of that that their
projections from what they can sell determines their projections
on what they can. pay, because 1f one is inaccuraste presumebly the
Government must accept that the other is inaccurate.

MR SPEAKER:

That is a supposition, isn't it?

HON J 30SSANO:

Would the Government agree, then, that having accepted (as_ they
sapresy to hsave done) that it is up to the commercial operator in
their commercisl Jjudgement to determine what they can efford to
pay, if it can be demonstrated factuaslly-notwithstanding the
answers given to sn earlier question-that their commercial judge-
ment is incorrect in one respect, would they accept then that
anything that is on offer is suspect becsuse of it?

HOKX FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, no I don't accept that because there may have been
varistion between one forecast and another, glthough not of an
order of magnitude of the vsriation that the Hon Gentleman has
forecsst, that it necessarily follows that any statement made by
A &P Applecore exercising their commerciasl judgement is therefore
fallivle, which is what I texe the statement the Hon Gentleman

is asking me to endorse.

HON J BOSSANO:
Would the Hon Financial and Development Secretary, if I was able

to demonstrate to nhim that it is of the order of msgnitude, Dbe
less happy with the other forecasts of Appledore?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, it is not entirely clear to me which order of megnitude
the Hon Gentleman was Just then referring to.

HON J BOSSANO:

The 2% times, Mr Spezker, which he hasn't accepted. I am asking
him if I can demonstrat€scecee

MR SPEAKER:

That would be hypothetical.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Spesker, did Government anticipate-at the time when the Chief
Minister made his statement in July of -this year-~tnat the two
bergaining parties, namely Appledore and the unions, would not by
this date in the year have come to any formal sgreement?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am afraid that gquestion is in the past future perfect, as far as
I sm concerned, because I was not here at the time. I would merely
say that the Government is very conscious and coricerned sbout the
delsy in progressing with this operation, which no doubt has
serious implications for the Gibraltar ‘economy. Therefore, I
certainly for my psrt hope that the outstanding aifficulties will
be brought to a speedy resolution.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, I quite sympathize and concur with the sentiments
expressed by the Financiel and Development Secretary mainly one
of concern that four or five months hence there has been no
progress but I would ask as a follow-up to the initial guestion,
Mr Speaker, given that Government are concerned at the lack of
progress between the beargaining parties what measures do they
propose to take to ensure that a2 bargain is struck?

MR SPEAKER:

No, I won't accept the question: we are not going to debste.

We have received a clear answer by the Financisl and Development
Secretary saying that sll these matters are matters to be discussed
between Appledore and the unions; that the Government is prepared
to use its good offices if they are called upon to do so. It is

as simple as that. You have been given an answer. Jhether the
answer 1is correct or not or acceptable is another matter.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Spesaker, Government has the conduct of the progect for
commercialisation....
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MR SPEAKER:
But we are not talking about the complete commercislisation, we

are talking sbout sypecific matters from the questions which sre
being asked.

HON A J HAYNES:

My question is, Mr Spesker, for how long will Governrment allow
the two parties to continue without meeting and discussing.

MR SPEAKER:

In other words, you are asking will Government at any stage
interfere if there 1s no progress?

HON A J HAYNES:

Exactly.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOFMENT SECRETARY:

I think the Hon Member's question raises fundamental issues which
go back further than July snd irdeed to the decisiocon by HilG to
close the Dockyerd in the first place-which gs the Hon Kember will

well know was a decilision in which the Gibraltar Government had no
part whatsocever. -

HON A J HAYNES: ..
Does that measn no or yes?

MR SFPEAKER:

You can take your choice. TNext question.
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6.12.83
NO. LO9 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANOQO

Can Government confirm that the original conditions of employment
proposed by Messrs A & P Appledore in March, 1983, for prospective
industrial employees of Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd provided for 15
days annual leave and payment of 1} per hour overtime worked on
Sundaeys?

ANSWER
THE HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Spesker, the costings in A & P Appledore's May 1983 report
assunmed 20 days snnual leave and Sunday overtime at double time.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. LO9 OF 1983
HON J BOSSANO:
That is not the quesfion, Mr Spesgker. I am asking the Government
whether they can confirm that in March, 1983, they were as the

guestion says. Can they confirm that, or are they saying they
don't know that that was the case?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

‘Mr Spesker, I am only aware of what was published in the May, 1983,
report.

HON J BOSSANO:

So the Government of Gibraltar was not given a copy of the draft
conditions prepared by Appledore in March, 1983?

" HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speasker, I am afraid I have no knowledge of the document to
which the Hon Member is alluding, if indeed it existed.

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, Mr Speaker, perhaps if I give the Hon Member a copy of it,
he will admit of its existence then?

\

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO. L1lO OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON_ J BOSSANO

Can Government confirm that the presentation by A & P Appledore
on Access Television, put on free by GBC, cost £1h 000 to prepare
in UK and who funded the cost?

~ ANSWER

THE HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, the Government cannot confirm what was the cost of the
A & P Appledore presentation on Access Television. It was paid
for by ODA as part of the consultancy agreément with A & P
Appledore. Individual payments under such agreements are not
normally revealed by the ODA,

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestion.,
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6.12.83

NO. L11 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON P J ISOLA |

Will Government state whether agreement has yet been reached between
Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited and A & P Appledore Internationsal
Limited on the terms under which A & P Appledore International
Limited will manage the commercial Dockyard in Gibraltar on behalf
of the Gibraltar Government and can Government state whether it
proposes that employees of Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited, a
Government owned corporation, will enjoy the same terms of serv1ce
including pension rights as are enjoyed by other Government
employees?

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, no egreement can be reached between Gibraltsr Shiprepair
Ltd and A & P Appledore International Ltd on a management agreement
until the operating company has been incorporated and its Board
constituted. I dealt at some considerable length this morning with
the secondary question raised by the Hon and Learned Gentleman and

I imagine the House will not want me to go over the same ground
again.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L1l OF 1983
HON P J ISOLA: '

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Financial and Development Secretary tell us
under what authority A & P Appledore International Ltd seeks to get
people employed in the Dockyard when (a) it hasn't come to an
agreement with Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd on how it is to manage it,
and (b) we have Gibraltar Shlprepalr Ltd unincorporated and w1thout
a Board of directors? Who is giving instructions to A & P Appledore
International Ltd?

"

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesaker, I am not sure what particular aspects of the activity of
A & P Appledore the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition is
referring to.

HON P J ISOLA:

Secretary
Well, if the Hon Financial and Development/would give way I will
tell him: all the adverts they have put out, the offers for
employment, the conditions under which they are going to employ
people, the working practices they require, all these things: under
whose direction and under whose authority are they doing it? It
must be the Government.

" HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesaker, és the House is well aware, the activities of A & P

Appledore are in fact covered by a consultancy agreement which is
of some standing.
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HON P J ISCLA:

Does that mean, Mr Spesker, that it is the consultants-Mr Casey
and company-who are deciding the terms and conditions under which
Appledore can operate today, and not the Gibraltar Government?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, obviously before the company can be incorporated-and
the delay in this is obviously a matter for regret on all sides-
there must be some promotional activity, I think the House, and
indeed Gibraltar generally, would be critical if the company which -
has been selected by the Government as the operating company were to
sgy nothing at all about its modus operandi which, if I understand
the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition, is the force of his
recent comments.

HON P J ISOLA:
Mr Speaker, I am sure the Hon and Learned Chief Minister would deny
any knowledge-but could I ask the Financiel and Development Secretary

with whom in the Government is A & P Appledore talking and reporting
to, is it to himself? -

HOKN FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

A & P Appledore sre ﬁalking to anybody who will télk to them.

HON P J ISOLA:

As employer, I beg your pardon.

" HON FINANCTAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

As T said esrlier in the session of the House this morning, it is
.regretted they are not in fact talking to more people.

w

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I am sure that that is a matter for the Government

and for my Hon Priend here, but what I am asking is to whom is

A & P Appledore International Ltd reporting to and taking
instructions from: the consultants? Is the Government not involved
in this process at all? : '

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, S5ir; I have been reminded, Mr Spesker, that I in fact Chair &

" Steering Committee which is engaged in a debate about formalities.

"The formal position is that the company has not yet been incorporatet
so there are bound to be some, should I say, quasi legal imperfectio:
in the current arrangements which one hopes will be rectified as
quickly as possible by the establishment and the incorporation of
the company, a point I made at great length this morning in my
answers to some of the other questions which were raised.
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HON P J ISOLA:

May I suggest that the word 'Steering Committee' is not used,

Mr Spesker? But, could I ask the Chairman of the Steering Committee
to whom does he report: the. Governor, the Chief Minister, Council of
Ministers, Gibraltar Council? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I am sure that the Hon and Learned Leader of the

. Opposition is even more cognizant of my duties under the Constitution
of Gibraltar than I am myself as I have only Jjust recently taken up
office.

HON P J ISOLA:

So that means he reports to the Chief Minister because that is what
the last Financial and Development Secretary told us usually?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I report to the Gibraltar Government..

HON P J ISOLA:

Which is the vaernof under the Constitution.

HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask the Financial and Development Secretary to confirm that
in fact the situation then is that once the company is incorporated,
and once the directors are nominated, the company coculd well instruct
the managers to produce conditions different from the ones that

have appeared in the advertisements? Is that the case? There is
nothing sacrosanct about the conditions that have been published?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, some of the Hon Member's suggestions suggest that the
company will have quite diabolical intentions and I would like to
assure the Hon Member that the company's intentions will be to run
a successful commercial yard.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I am asking a supplementary in relation to the terms and
conditions of employment and I think that is a different aspect from
the commercial success or otherwise. I am saying, is it correct to
say from the snswers that he has given, that in fact Appledore at
present is offering employment on conditions which they presumsably
have conjured up themselves but which do not necessarily have the
approval of the company-since the company is not incorporated-nor
will it necessarily hsve the approval of  the directors, as the
directors have not been named?
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"HON FINANGIAL.AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, Appledore have not yet in fect engaged anyone for
reasons which the House will be better acquainted with than myself.
So,8s far that particuler point is concerned, I cannot answer the
Hon Member becsuse no action has taken place. This morning I gave
him information gbout the terms and conditions and I said that at
the outset-as Appledore had made clear they proposed that the pay
rates for Dockyard Workers should be at a level similar to those
which now obtain. What happens in future will be a matter for
determination by Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd.

HON J BOSSANO:

But the point that I am trying to get answered, MNr Speaker, is it a
fact or is it not a fact that the Shiprepair company, once establishe
will be in a position to decide as a matter of policy what should be
the conditions and terms of employment of its employees? Or does in
fact Appledore have the right to decide, and not the Shiprepair
company? Who determines this?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, obviously, the final say in these matters will be the
Gibraltar Shiprepair company. '

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will the Financial and Development Secretary confirm
that the lack of agreement between Gibralter Shiprepair Ltd and

A & P Appledore may prejudice the starting date for the commercialise
tion of the Dockyard? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, I think it is common knowledge that the starting date
- for the commercial operation of the Dockyard has been subject to

some delay, and, in those terms obviously, I cannot dissent from

the force of the Hon Member's comment.

HON A J HAYNES: .

In the event that there has been some delsy-which is confirmed by
the Hon Financial and Development Secretary-will the Financisl and
Development Secretary say whether this delay is also an econonic
loss? '

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I have certainly acknowledged, Mr Speaker, that any further delay
could have economic consequences for Gibraltar.

MR SPEAKER:

But you are not going to expand on that under any circumstances;
under this question we are most certainly not. You read the origina:
guestion and you will see whygeo



HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Spesker, could I ask the Financial and Development Secretary if
he does not agree that if Government is throwing its full weight
behind commercialisation, as it is said te be doing, the least the
Government could do would be (a) to incorporate Shiprepair Lt4d,

(b) settle its terms of lease, (c) settle its terms of management of
A & P Appledore, and (d) appoint its Board of directors; and does he
not think that the Government's lethargy in this respect must
inevitably raise questions about the Government's intentions on

. commercialisation?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I certainly agree with the Hon and Learned Leader of the
Opposition that these things should be done as soon as is possible.

I find it impossible to accept the Hon and Learned Gentleman's
suggestions that the Government has been lethargic: I think that is
grossly at odds with the facts as I understsnd them and the situation
as it has been.

MR SFEAKER:

Next gquestion.

61



6.12.83
NO. Ll2 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government confirm that quarters owned by the UK departments
but supplied with electricity by the Gibraltar Government do not
pay the local tariff but a rate based on the price of electricity
in UK? ' , )

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

No, Sir, quarters owned by UK departments but supplied with
electricity by the Gibraltar Government are charged at the local
tariff, ‘ .

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO., 412 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state what are the municipal rates that would be
payable by a commercial dockyard and state how these have been
computed?
ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Sir, as Honourable Members are aware from the figures shown in
A & P Appledore's May 1983 report, an estimated provision of
£500,000 has been included in the costings of the commercial
dockyard. This was computed on the basis of an approximation
of the Net Annusl Value of a modern shipyard in full operation.
The actual assessment will however be eventually influenced by
a number of closely related factors, meinly the state of the
property market and the nature and use of the premises.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. U413 OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Government state how this compares with the rates assessed
to the Naval Dockyard? .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, the present NAV of the Naval Dockyard is assessed on
1978 values and represents an under-used obsolescent shiprepair
facility. We do not normally disclose the information as it is
confidential and relates t o agreements between the UK and the
Gibraltar Government. .

"HON J BOSSANO:

So then the Hon Member is saying that the Naval Dockyard is charged
less than the market rate for municipal rates because it 1s
obsolescent and under-used. Is that the case?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I think that is a reasongble assumption for the Hon Member to draw.

HON J BOSSANO:

And is this a privilege.granted only to the Naval Dockyard or does
any other property owner in Gibraltar whose property is obsolescent
and under-used also able to claim lower rates?

L
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I am afraid I have not got the information with which

to answer that guestion which is slightly different from the terms
of the Hon Member's original question about the Dockyard and which
involves relations between Gibraltar and the UK.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Spegker, I am trying to establish how realistic is the rates
the commercial dockyard is expected to bear. Can the Hon Member
say what degree of magnitude there is in the difference between
the two: are we talking about the commercial dockyard having to
bear municipal rates twice what the Naval Dockyard does, three
times?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOFPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesgker, if the Hon Member is now asking me what the commercial
dockyard will pay in the way of rates, I would point out that the
broad ares is about £3m; but I would gqualify that by p01nt1ng out
that GSL will be eligible to apply for rating relief, under the
Development Aid Ordinance provisions, which will significantly
reduce that figure. -

HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask the Hon Member if the difference which he has failed to
roint out between the commercial dockyard having to pay rates and
the Naval Dockyard having to pay rates applied because of the
dilapidated and obsolescent state of the Dockyard, whether other
MOD properties which are in excellent condition pay tbe going rate
or they also get a reduced rate?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

" Mr Spesgker, that information is not hidden in the answer I gave to
the Hon Member. As I have explained, the broad figure which we
assume that the commerc1al yard will pay 1s in the order of £2m
but this as I said, is a broad figure. In any event, GSL will be
eligible to apply for rating relief which could mean that at any
rate, in the first year of operation they will be paying nothing
compered with the figure being paid by MOD now.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Spesker, I am aware that that is the answer I am given, but that
is not the question I am asking. The guestion that I am asking is
if this broad figure is what the going rate should be if it was not
reduced; and if the reason why thé Navsl Dockyard dees not psy the
going figure is because it is obsolescent and under-used?

MR SPEAKER:

So what you sre asking is whether other MOD properties are charged
the maximum rate?
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HON J BOSSANO:

Are they charged on the Dockyard basis or on the commercial dockyard
basis? - .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, the MOD do of course pay rates here by law and the
eriteria under which the rates are fixed are fairly general ones.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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. 6.12.83
NO, LlL OF 1983 . ORAL

THE HON_J BOSSANO

Can Government state if the projections for the costs of the
proposed commercial ship yard are to be revised to show higher
electricity and water charges for the years from 1985 onwards?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, the projections for the costs of electricity and water
for the proposed commercial yard take account of increasing
consumption and assumed differences in tariffs to be charged by
the Ministry of Defence and the Gibraltar Government undertakings.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. LlL OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

I am aware of that, Mr Spesker, I am asking whether they are
going to be revised from what they were in the May, 1983, projections.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I think the answer I have given should satisfy the Hon Member, that
is to say the current projections take account of increased '
consumption but ‘not tariff escalations, except insofar as there is
8 difference between the tariff charged by MOD, who will supply the
Dockyard in the first two years, and the Gibraltar Government's
tariff, which will operate from year three onwards. As I recall
from the projections, from years one, two, three and four, £0.3m,
£o.4m, £0.4m, £0.5m, one would expect it to go £0.3m, £0.4m, £0.5m,
£0.6m, but it is because of the lower tariff operating in the
Gibraltar electricity service that there is that dip in the micdle.

HON J BOSSANO:"

But, Mr Spesker, would the Hon Member not agree that if the
estimated performance of. the company is, as it is here, on fixed
costs for electricity-subject to the Gibraltar Government being
able eventually to supply cheaper than the MOD-would he not agree
that 1 f there is a reasonable expectation that the cost of this
particular utility will be rising faster than the average rate of
inflation, then that should be included inrealistic projections?

W

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Mr.Spesker, as we have already indicated during the course of
previous questions, the projections of Appledore in their latest
report have all been based on the convention of constant prices.
The Hon Gentleman asked me about estimated performance. One cannot
talk about performance until the company is in fact performing and
in operation,; which is a contingency we all look forward to at an
early date. :
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HON J BOSSANQ:

But, Mr Speaker, will the Financial and Development Secretary
then confirm that the Government of Gibraltar is satisfied that
this is viable; and if so how?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Spesker, the Hon CGentleman is asking me, I think, if the
commercial dockyard will be viable and I would refer him to the
projections which have been made in the report.

HON J BOSSANO:

Precisely, MMr Speaker, and if in Tzct their viability is assessed
on the projections from the report then can the Hon Member explain
to me, when those projections are questioned, how he then goes on
to say they have to be implemented to see whether they are
realistic? Would the Hon Member not agree that it is Government's
responsibility to be able to answer why they are satisfied on
projections that on the surface do not appesr to make sense?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Gentleman 1s talking about electricity charges
which felicitously happen to be of the same order. as the point
gbout apprentices on which we laboured earlier, I do not think
that increases in the price of electricity is a highly sensitive
assumption in the context of the overall projections for the
Dockyard. )

HON J BOSSANO:

But would the Hon Member not agree with me thsat if one goes through
a series of items, as I have attempted to do, and shows that there
aprear to be margins for doubts sbout the accuracy of the

.. predictions, that whilst individuslly one can argue as the Hon
Member has done that each one taken on its own-if it was the only
one-might not make a significant difference, collectively they
could meke a significsnt difference to the outset. Would he not
agree with that? ‘ .

~

MR SPEAKER:

You are asking for confirmation on conclusions. The conslusions
that. you arrive at, the use you mske of the information, is &
matter on which you don't have to seek Government confirmation.

HON J BOSSANO:

The position then, Mr Spesker, is that in answer to Question 4lh
the Government does not propose to revise the rates for electricity
that they were producing in 1983: they are still goirg to go ghead
supporting a commercial dockyard, starting in Janusry, 1985, on the
assumption that electricity is going to cost the same for the

Naval Dockyerd (if for nobody else in Gibralter) as waes anticipated
in 1983. That 1s the enswer to Question Llh?
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MR SPEAKER:

No, that is a conclusion that you sre entitled to arrive at; and
that is what I have called you to order ebout.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Spegker, I am asking specifically are the projections going
to be altered or not? If the snswer is no, then my question is:
are the projections going to remain the same or not?

MR SPEAKER:

Insofar as this particular item is concerned you may be given an
answer,

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The projections are projections, Mr Spegker, and all projections
are lisble to be amended in the light of experience. There sare
certain conventions which one adopts when one mekes .a forecast of
the income and expenditure on any project, and Appledore have used
certain conventions. To the best of my ability, I have attempted
to describe these to the Hon Member as we went along, although I
think he is probably familiar-if not more familiar with the facts
than myself; which perhaps permits me to conclude, Mr Speasker-as T
think I began at the beginning of this series of questions by
expressing the hope that the Hon Member will im fact discuss these
in a most meaningful way with A & P Appledore so as to satisfy
himself the better about the viability of their operation.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is it Government's intention that no further revised figures on
the operation of the commerciasl yard will be produced between now
and 1965, that is, what we have in the May, 1983, is the final
draft?

MR SPEAKER:

You are asking for reviqion of electricity and water chgrges}ask
a general question.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, the supplementary in fact given by the Hon Finencial
and Development Secretary prompts me to ask in different terms the
question which I asked before. The answer given by the Financial
and Development Secretary to the effect that he hoped that the

Hon Member and Messrs Appledore should talk in the near future, on
that point, Mr Spesaker: can the Financial and Development Secretary
state for how long Government will wait the holding of those talks,
and if those talks do not take plsce by, say, February, whether
Government proposes to take any decisions off its own bat?
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MR SPEAKER:

I think you have been given an answer to that gquestion, you are
Just repeating the same question. Next question.
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_ 6.12.83
NO. 415 OF 1983

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Spesker, does it take three men to read a water meter and if not
why were three men so engaged in doing this on Saturday 26th instant?

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANC TAL, AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Spesker, there are five meter readers employed by Government. Two
are new recruits. They are still learning how to read the different
types of meters and are not yet fully conversant with the lcc ations of
- the meters. '

On the occasion in question another, more experienced, meter reader,
was showing the two less experienced meter readers the disposition
of meters in Waterport Area.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 415 OF 1983
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

May I just say, for the accuracy of the House, that this could not
have happened as suggested by the Hon Member-because he says that it
happened on the 26th instant.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, when I tabled the guestion it was in November and it

was the 26th instant; and secondly, Mr Speaker, I would like to ask
is it customary to train meter readers on a Saturday, when they have
all week to be trained, considering the cost that is involved in
having three men walking around on a Saturday to read water meters?
Wouldn't the Hon Financial and Development Secretsry agree that, in
these days of economic restraint, it seems to be a bit absurd to have
one trained meter reader with two trainee meter resders weslking
.around on a Saturday morning?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speasker, it would if the facts of the case were as stated by the
Hon Member: but they were not all three of them welking around. It
so happens that the two inexperienced meter readers asked for
assistance and the more experience meter reader was, in the course

of his duties, quite unconnected with training, himself visiting the
Waterport asrea at that particular instance. In the interest of
economy and efficiency, they went together: so three meters were read
with the price of one visit. '

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

’
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6.12.83
NO. 416 OF 1983

THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, will Government consider the waiving of Import Duties for
consignments received by post valued at £10 or -less?

ANSW

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Spesker, there are administrative arrangements for the waiving
of import duty on packages received by post consigned to private
individuals by persons resident abroad. The concession is not
granted for wines, spirits or tobacco. Following UK practice the
monetsry limit applied when administering the concession is not
disclosed. I can however assure the Hon Member that his
suggestion will receive careful consideration.

MR SPEAKER:

Next gquestion.
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6.12083

NO. 417 OF 1983 ' ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES '

Sir, will Government give a breakdown of the cost involved in the
Chief Minister's personal security?

ANSWER
THE HON THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

No Sir. It is not in the Public interest to disclose information
about security matters.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 417 OF 198%
HON A J HAYNES: '

Will the Hon Member confirm that there are certain security
measures under wey at the moment? Will he outline what those are?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL: )

Sir, I won't go beyond my initisl answer.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12,83 _
NO. L18 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Spesker, has Government taken a decision on the introduction
of vehicle log books?

ANSWER
THE HON THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mr Speaker, Government has accepted that vehicle log books should
be re-introduced. Informal discussions with Staff Side
representatives of several associations (ACTSS, IPCS and TGWU) were
held by the Industrial Relations Officer and regrettably all his
efforts proved fruitless. Formal discussions with the Unions
concerned will shortly be taking place and it 1s hoped that this
matter will be satisfactorily settled in the very near future,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 418 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, can the Hon and Leasrned Attorney-General say how he
expects fruitful outcome if the original discussions and
negotiations seem to have broken down completely? On what basis
does he say that he hopes that there will be a fruitful outcome?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I said that I hoped.

HON G T RESTANO:
What in fact is going to be done, Mr Speaker? Am I.to take it

that for Government to introduce vehicle log books there has to
be agreement with the Unions concerned?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Mr Spegker, I think that it is a perfectly proper procedure’to
seek an informal agreement, then to seek agreements through formal

means if the informal procedure does not work. I would not like
to make a commitment beyond that. :

HON G T RESTANO: | .
I would agree: I think it is of optimum importance that there

should be an agreement. But, will Government say what it will
do if it cannot reach an agreement?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I think, Mr Speaker, with respect, it would be premature to saj
that. .
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HON G T RESTANO:
Has Government taken the decision that the intrcduction of log

books will take place irrespective of whether it comes to an
agreement with the Unions?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Mr Speaker, the Government accepted as I said, that there should
be vehicle log books. At the moment, the Government is concerned

by formal discussions to reach agreement with the Unions and
beyond that I cannot go.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO. 4L1G OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government state how many of 1ts employees, by Departments,
are paid on-duty bonuses and further state the amounts of these
bonuses and the nature of the duties?
ANSWER
THE HON THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mr Speaker, I do not know whether the Hon Member realises that in
order for me to give a satisfactory answer to his question an in-
depth study of all industrial and non-industrial grades in the
Government service will have to be undertaken. This exercise
could take two officers between three and five weeks to complete.

I am therefore not in a position, given such short notice, to
answer the question.

Should the Hon Member require information on specific areas I
will endeavour to supply the information as soon as possible.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L19 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

But, Mr Spesker, do not the departments themselves have the
information, and cannot they feed this 1nformat10n through =a
central office in the Secretariat?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, there are, I think, something in the order of 100 or
more different types of bonus. The Establishment Division cannot
provide the information at such short notice; but if the Hon Member
could indicate more specifically what he would like, of course we
will look into the matter and provide the information.

HON G T RESTANO:
- I think it is statedquite categorically in the question, Mr Spesker,

it is on-duty bonuses that I am enguiring about, not any other
type of bonuses.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Spesker, I am saying that the Government would need time to
prepare this information. If the Member is prepared to wsit for
the time the information will be collated.,

75



2
HON G T RESTANO:
I accept that, Mr Spesker. Can the Hon Member not say, has he no
idea of the amount of on-duty bonuses?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

No, Mr Spesker, I really don't know.

HON G T RESTANO:

When can I expect to get the answer, Mr Speaker?

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL:

In between three snd five weeks time,

HON w T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, would Government not agree in the compilation of the
estimates annually that this would have figured, department by
department, in any event?

MR SFEAKER:

May I say thet this is the sort of information that the Opposition
might have found for themselves if they had reference to the
estimates: it is available information. I have allowed the
guestion because it is present bonuses that one is asking for.

HON G T RESTANO:

Y think the difference, Mr Speaker, is that in the estimates there
is provision made for bonuses but I am asking for a particular
type of bonus, which is the on~duty bonus, and if I can meke clear
to the Hon Member what an on-duty bonus is, an cn-~duty bonus is a
bonus given to somebody who can be recalled to duty at any given
time.

MR SPEAKER:

~

I think an undertaking has been given that the information will
be supplied.

HON W T SCOTT:
‘ think .. .
Mr Speaker, I don't/I have had an answer to my guestion.

MR SPEAKER:

Which is?
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HON W T SCOTT:
Does the Government not agree fhat on-duty bonuses, as with every
other bonus, must be computed at the time of the preparation of

the estimates by every single department of Government, and that
information 1s there?

MR SPEAKER:
The Government is not denying the fact that on-duty bonuses are

being paid. They cannot give the detailed information which is
being sought, unless they do a study.

HON A J CANEPA:

There is no such thing as an on-duty bonus. I don't know what
Hon Members are talking gbout, unless it happens to be something
else which is on-call allowance.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

77



6.12.83

NO. L20 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Spesker, have the arbitrators in the matter of the 01d Shell
Petrol Station at the junction of Landport and Corral Road reached
a decision on the matter, and could we know the decision?
ANSWER
THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Mr Speaker, formal terms of settlement have now been agreed between

the Government and the cother party. These are gbout to be submitted
to the arbitrator, who is a separate person, so that the matter may

be formally concluded.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L20 OF 1983

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Spesker, do I take it that after about four years we still have
not had the arbitration?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I am not sure that it is four years, but the position

is that the parties~not the arbitrator (the arbitrator of course is
another party)-have now agreed the terms of settlement. What
remains is for those terms of settlement to be formally approved by
the .arbitrator who has been appointed to "try" the case, as it were.

HON A T LOIDO:

Mr Speaker, if it is not four years it is certainly three. Can the
Hon Attorney-General give us an idea of when we can expect to know
the result of this?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

If I can, Mr Speaker, there has recently been a lapse of time, I
accept that readily. In June of this year the parties agreed the
terms of settlement. What then remained was for them to put these
down in legal form in a document. I am afraid I hasve taken since
June to finalise the terms between the two parties, but that has
now been done. The last point was resolved as early as after the
Hon Member's guestion had been received, two or three days sago.
What remains is for those terms of settlement to be presented to
the arbitrator, who must formally conclude the arbitration.

MR SPEAKER:

© Next question.
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6.12.83
NO., L2l OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Mr Speaker, unless it is against the public interest will Government
state whether any progress has been made in updating the
(Construction and Use) Regulation of the Traffic Ordinance?
ANSWER
THE HON_THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mr Spesker, a general examination of the Traffic Ordinance, including
the regulations, 1is presently being carried out with the view of
amending the legislation on the introduction of tests at the Mctor

" Vehicle Test Centre.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L21 OF 1983

HON A J HAYNES:

Can I have an indication of the amendments? This matter has been
brought up in the past, as the Hon Attorney-Generasl will remember,
and among other things the changes in directives from Common Market
countries as regaerds braking and exhaust facilities. Are these
going to feature as smendments in the (Construction and Use)
Regulations®? :

‘HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, what is happening is that the office concerned is
looking at the various proposals. I cannot say in detail yet just
what they break down into. When the Hon Member said was this
contrary to public interest the answer is no,; but I trust that the
Hon and Learned Member will also appreciate what is involved in
preparing legislation and especially technical ‘legislation. The
matter is at the stage where the office concerned is preparing
proposals. I-can in fact say that one set of proposals have just
been submitted to my Chambers, and will be looked at before
anything is drafted.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will the Hon Member then state is the (Construction
and Use) Regulations going to be increased in size and volume?
Is it going to be much more technical, or not?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I think, Mr Spesaker, I should meke it clear that I am relying on

my general knowledge rather than specific knowledge, to some extent.
I think it must necessarily be the case that any review of the
(Construction and Use) Regulations would involve greater detail.
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HON A J HAYNES:

Will the Hon Member confirm that the United Kingdom sand EEC
directives in the English language give the kind of detailed
technical information that is required for the drafiting of a
new (Construction and Use) Regulations?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:
It is not quite as simple as that, Mr Spesker; but by and large
yes. We would look at the Community, of course, as a starting

point-and the UK reguirements but it is not Jjust a question of

copying and writing them out, if that is what the Hon and Learned
Member means,

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestion.
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6.12.83
NO. Lp2 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Can Government explain what are the cbnditions whereby elderly
persons can qualify to be included in the Group Practice Medical
Scheme? :

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HEALTH

Mr Spesker, the conditions under which any person, including
elderly persons, can gualify to be included in the Group Practice
Medical Séheme are set out in the Schedule to the Group Practice
Medical Scheme Ordinance, 1973. These are:

Employed Persons

Self-employed persons

Voluntary Contributors
In addition, by virtue of Regulation 6A of the Group Practice
Medical Scheme Reguletions, persons whose income does not exceed
an amount equivalent to the amount payable gs 01d Age Pension,

can be exempted from the payment of the Registration Fee. This
in- the main, applies to elderly persons.

SUPELEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L22 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say what in fact is the registration
fee for an elderly person?

MR SPEAKER:

That would be-in the Regulstions.

HON J B PEREZ:

And 1t depends what he méans by an elderly person.

HON G T RESTANO:

Is it not a fact, Mr Speaker, that an elderly couple pay £9.10
per quarter to be registered in the GPMS?

HON J B PEREZ:

No, 8Sir, I think the answer to the question is quite clear. There
are certain categories of persons~the categories are not by age-
they are: employed persons, self-employed persons eand voluntary
contributors.
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HON G T RESTANO:

Well, the voluntary contributors, Mr Spesker: can the Minister
confirm if the rate for them is £59.10 a couple per guarter?

HON J B PEREZ:

Voluntary contributors, there are two sub-divisions: one is 1like
myself, who is self-employed. I would pay 70p a week. The other
one 1s the case in which e person is not in employment, and it
depends on the income that that person has. If the income is not
greater than the level of the o0ld age pension there is no payment
at all. ’ '

MR SPBAKER:

But we are explaining things which I think are easiiy accessible
if you have reference to the Regulations, I think it is as simple
as that. If you want to ask any guestion as a result of the

information on the Regulations; and whether the Regulations can
be amended, that is another matter.

HON G T RESTANO:
Mr Spesker, my information is that it is £9.10 for a couple and

1f- either partner dies the fee remains the same. . Would the
Minister confirm theat?

HON J B PEREZ:

No, totally wrong, both totally wrong.

MR SPEAKER:

The answer is no, he doesn't agree.

HON G T RESTANC:

Is he then saying that there is a reduction if a person becomes a
widowenr? : :

~

HON J B PEREZ:

I em saying I don't agree, he has got it all wrong, and he has been
Shadow Minister for Health for four years. I am surprised at him,

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, I will show, if you allow me, & contribution from the
Minister where he did in fact say that the registration fee was
£9.10 a quarter for a married couple. I didn't bring that
information with-me but I will certainly, if you will allow me;
lay it before the House.
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MR SPEAKER:

Well, he might have said that in certain circumstances, a masrried
couple who are unemployed may well pay £9.10 but the answer you
have been given is a simple one: that in certain circumstances

the contributors don't have to pay anything, if their means entitle
them not to have to pay.

HON G T RESTANO:

And what I am asking, Mr Spesker, is when they do pay £9.10 for a
married couple and when one of the married couple di€Scecaeces

MR SPEAKER:

No, with respect, we are going round in circles. The Minister

may well have sald at any given moment in the House that for a
particular couple, in certain circumstances, the contribution is
£9.10 a quarter. But, it doesn't mean that every single person

in the scheme has to pay £9.10. We will leave it at that: I don't
think we are going to get any further. Next question.

HON G T RESTANOQ:

Mr Speaker, this morning when I asked Question No.422 on the
guestion of the contributions by elderly persons to the Group
Prgctice Medical Scheme, I mentioned the figure of £9.10 a quarter.
The Minister ssid that I had been shadowing for four years and I
didn't know what I was talking about, I &id say that I would look
it up in the Hansard, and in fact the Hansard is December, 1982.
Following an amendment to the GPMS Ordinance, the Minister sgid-
and this 1s the category that I was asking about this morning-would be
inecreased: '"The voluntary contributors will be increszsed now by

an extra £9 a week, msking a total payment of 70p per week, an
annual increase from £31.72 per annum to £36.40 per annum"- which*
is the £9.10 that I was quoting this morning. 8o, if I can
establish that thet is what I was asking for in this question, what
I wanted to know was whether that figure remains the same if a
person loses his partner? ‘

HON J B PEREZ:

I would reiterate what I seid this morning, Mr Spesgker: the
question asks and speaks of elderly persons, and I referred the
gquestioner to the relevant regulations. There is no mention there .
of elderly personse.
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MR SPEAKER:

No. You hsve been asked & simple guestion now. In the
circumstances where a couple pay £9.10 a guarter, because they
are voluntary contributors, and they lose the spouse and the
income is still the same —~ becsuse I know what you are driving
at - does the surviving spouse still pay the same contribution?
Thet is what you sare being asked.

HON J B PEREZ:

I cannot say yes or no. In Jenuary - he is referring to the
Hansard of December, 1982 - it was precisely I who introduced
new provisions to try and cater for a different category of
persons. What I said there was that the new category was those
persons not in employment, whose income does exceed the rate of
the Old Age Pension for a single person, but does not exceed the
rate for a married couple -~ that caters for the widower - thsat
person would pay Lbp per week and not 70p. So, I csnnot
categerically say yes or no to that guestion. Do I make myself
clear, Mr Speaker?

MR SPEAKER:

As far as I am concerned yes. Are you clear on that?

HON G T RESTANO:

That is if that person receives a lower income than the 01d Age
Pension but if he does not?

HON J B PEREZ:

No, I am sorry, perhaps if you will allow me, Mr Spesker, I can
explain the new category which was introduced in January. (As

the Hon Member rightly pointed out, it is the Hansard of December,
1982, and the law came into force in January). The new category
is this: 1in the event of a widower, of & single person or a
spinster whose income - and %¥e are not talking sbout elderly
persons let me make that quite clear - does not exceed the rate of
the single person's 01ld Age Pension, that person does not pay a
penny. If his income is over the single person's 01ld Age Pension
but not greater than the pension for a married couple - and
remember we are talking gbout a single person, which is the example
he is giving - that person would then pay 45p per week. I cannot
.say yes or no ©because it depends on the case.

HON G T RESTANO:

A married couple have an income, and they pay their £9.10 a
guarter. One spouse dies, and the remalning cone is earning
equivalent or perhaps slightly over the income for a married
couple. Does he still pay £9.10 or does he pay less?
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HON J B PEREZ:
You cannot get that example in which the person dies snd the

survivor will still be getting the pension for the married
couple: he will be getting the pension for & single person.

HON G T RESTANO:

I said, Mr Speeker, if he retains the income of «eceoccee

MR SPEAKER:
We are seeking inforhation which can be obtained. I have given

you an opportunity to clear the position, insofar as what was
seid this morning.

HON J B PEREZ:

Perhaps I could say, if the Hon Member woulcé just put to me &
particular example in a case that has arisen, of course, I will
- look into the matter.

MR SFEAKER:

Let us leagve it at that then.
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6.12.83
NO, _L23 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANQO

Has a solution been found to the problem of emergency exit srrange-
ments for the Lewis Stagnetto Ward?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HEALTH

Mr Speaker, I am pleagased to inform the Hon Questioner, that after
consultation with the City Fire Brigade a solution to this problem
has been found. Their recommendation that the spiral fire escape
should be replaced by a dog-legged fire escape has been gcepted.

The Public Works Department is currently engaged in obtaining
details of the replacement escape staircase.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L23 OF 1983
HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say when he expects the operstion to
be completed?

HON J B PEREZ:

I honestly cannot say that but the matter is aglready in the hands
of Public Works.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NG, a2k OF 198% ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, is 1t Government's intention to continue with the
transfer of St Mary's Infants School to the premises formerly
occupied by St Christopher's School in Town Range?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HEALTH

Mr Speaker, it is Government's intention to move St Mary's First
School to the ex-St Margaret's site in Town Range. It is estimated
that the cost of the project will be £350,000. Works are scheduled
to commence in July, 1984, and the project will take just under a
year to complete.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO CUESTION NO. L2L OF 1083

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Spesker, can I ask the Minister when was i1t decided to transfer
this School?

HON J B PEREZ: -
It was decided well before my time, Mr Speaker; in the time of my
Hon Collezgue Major Dellipiani.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Spesgker, can I ask the Minister then why nothing has been done
and why it has now been put down for July, 19647

HON J B PEREZ:

Yes, because the simple reason is we did not have the money. We now
have the money available. I am very pleased to announce that we
will in fact be getting on with the project,and it will commence

in July, 1984, .

HON P J ISOLA:

Has Government got its priorities right? Is not the cost of
transferring this roughly the cost of the MOT Test Centre and ought
this not to have been done before, this moving of this School, than
the MOT Test Centre?

HON J B FEREZ:

As fer as I am sware, Mr Spezker, this is an item which wes in fact
" included in the Development Frogramme. We now lhave the money
available and we are now proceeding with it. I would expect the
Opposition to have been pleased with the answers that I have given,
but it seems that one can never be right,.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Our information 1s, Mr Speeker, perhaps the Minister will confirm
that there had been intention to move this School from year in and
year out and the answer has salways been: "No, it is being left

for the following year". Now, the reason why we ask how firm the
Government is is because it happens to be election year, and
whether this is a firm date or one that is gone back on as has been
the case in previous years?

HON A J CANEPA:

May I remind the Hon Member that the Overseas Development
Administration will not give any assistance to Gibraltar for social
prrojects including education. Therefore, whilst the MOT Vehicle
Centre can be met from ODA funds, that is not the case for the
transfer of the School. That is what has been the immediaste cause
of delays. Now that we have vorrowed £10m, we are going to pay for
it out of our own money. :

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO., 125 QF 1983 ORAL

THE HON W T SCOIT

Sir, in relation to Question 324 of 1983 will Government state
what action has been taken?

ANSWER

THE EON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HEALTH

Sir, as stated in my reply to Question 324 of 1983 the matter of
the registration of non~residents in the Adult Education Programme
was investigsted. ‘

Out of a total of 592 students, four were found to be non-eligible
for registration. These four students have been allowed to

complete the first term of their courses but will not be re-
enrolled for the rest of the dcademic year, or subsequent programmes.

Tighter procedures are now being adopted requiring proof of
residency as a pre-requisite for enrolment into evening classes.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., L25 OF 1983

HON W T SCOTT:
In arriving at thaﬁ decision, Mr Speaker, did Government consider
imposing an enhanced charge to people who were not residents

perhaps to offset slightly within the figures that he has given me
-592 and lL-the financial burden on the Department concerned?

HON J B PEREZ:

The matter was in fact consideredbut it was decided to proceed in the
way that I have outlined. '

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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| 6.12.83
NO. L26  CF 1983 CRAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Municlipal Services state if there is any
possibility of Government reducing the cost of overseas calls as
it appears that people resident in Gibraltar are making overseas
calls from La Linea because the rates are considerebly lower there
and this results in loss of revenue to our Gibraltar Telephone
Exchange?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUKIGCTIPAL SERVICES

Mr Speeker, prior to the introduction of I.D.D. in October 1982,
the possibility of introducing a cheasp rate for direct dielled
international calls was investigated. The start of I.D.D.
necessitated an increase of international circuits. However,
landlines or cable circuits to the U.K. and Europe could not be
uvtilised, on account of the political situation with our neighbours.
Therefore, the only option remaining was the utilisation of the far
more expensive satellite circuits of Cable and Wireless., Satellite
circuits become more economical as distance and volume of traffic
increases, and Gibraltar fulfills neither of these conditions.
Thus, it would be necessary for Cable & Wireless to reduce their
profit margin before cheaper ratescould be intrcduced.

SUPPLEMENTARY Tb QUESTION NO., 426 OF 1983

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I am glad, Mr Spesker, that I have asked this guestion because this
will clarify in the minds of many people in Gibraltar why this is
80, but having said that, wouldn't it be in the interest of
Government to try and reduce costs that would, perhaps by the
increase in volume that they would create, reduce the difference
that exists between here and La Linea?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Mr Speasker, I take the point of the Hon and Gallant Major
Peliza. It is really not only up to us; it is also up to Cable

and Wireless, and their agreement to having a reduced charge per
call. I imagine that if we did this, the difference would have

to be divided between GTO and Ceable & Wireless, so ow income would
fall as well as Cable and Wireless. But, it really depends on
Cable and Wireless more than anything else.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Has the Government approasched Cable and Wireless on this matter,
and 1f they haven't, c ould they do so?

HON DR R G VALARINO:
Yes, Mr Spesker, we have approached Cable and Wireless on this
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matter. In fact, I have also approached Cable and \Wireless on the
possibility of introducing a cheap rate at certain times during

the weekends and public holidays. At the moment I am in discussion
with Ceble and Wireless. But, the onus is very much on them to
provide a suiteble answer. If they do so, I would be very glad to
teke it up. I promise the Hon Gentleman I shall do everything in

my power to follow his suggestion.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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NO., L27 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTARO

Will Government state how many of thé old type telephone lead
cables remain?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MURICIPAL SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, there are seven old type lead sheathed telephone
cables remalning, which are in the process of being replaced.

The number of subscribers served by old type lead telephone cable
is 321 which represents 4% of the total number of subscribers.

SUPFLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. U427 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Can the Minister say which areas are served by these seven
remaining lines?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mainly the town area, Sir.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83

NO. L2838 ©OW 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANQ

Does the Government intend to enforce legislation passed by
Government majority, compelling householders in private
accommodation to have fire extinguishers in thelr dwellings
before the next general elections?

ANSWER
THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Sir, the regulations‘necessary to carry the proposals into effect
sare in the drafting programme and will be crafted as soon as
priorities permit.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 428 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, in view of the fact that that particular piece of
legislation was brought before the House in December, 1981, and
that it was passed in March, 1982, can the Hon Attorney-Genersl
say why it is taking so long? If, as he says, the regulations
are bing drafted, can he tell us the conditions as to who will
pay and how these will be serviced? '

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

To answer the first part of the guestion, Mr Spesker, it took
some little while for the draffing instructions to be prepared.
The matter has rested with my Chambers for some months I think,
perhaps longer. To answer the second part of the question, I
think that information is most appropriately 01vulgea when the
regulations themselves are promulgated.

HON G T RESTANO:

If my understanding is correct, Mr Speaker, the last time that
this guestion was asked, we were told that the Fire Brigade was
looking into the details and that the Hon and Learned Attorney-~
General's Chambers were awaiting the comments of the Fire
Brigade. Can he let the House know whether those recommendations
from the Fire Brigade have been received now?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

They sre neither recommendaticns nor comments, Mr Speaker, they
are what is known as drafting instructions. Unless you have
drafting instructions, you cannot start drafting. I said before
that they were received some time ago. I can f£ind out the exact
time and tell him.
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HON G T RESTANO:

in MKarch
Mr Spesker, if I can quote the Attorney-Generel/of this year when
he said: "I think because in fact what is happening is that the
Fire Services Department are considering the implications of
introducing regulations', have they considered...?

MR SPEAKER:

They must have considered it and now they are in the process of
being prepared.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Perhaps, Mr Speaker, it mey be helpful for the Hon HKember to
understand how legislation is prepared. There are two elements
to it: First of all, the Department responsible must prepare a

brief or drafting instructions: once that is done my Department
is responsible for converting those into legal format.

HON G T RESTANO:
Can we know, Mr Speaker, since all the information has now been
centralised, who 1s going to pay for those fire extinguishers in

the private sector; will it be the landlord or will it be the
tenant?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
Mr Speaker, I think I have enswered that guestion: I said it would

be appropriate for that to become public knowledge when the
reguletions are promulgated, but not before.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker, the Bill was brought before the House in 1981 and....

MR SPEAKER:
The answer you have been given is that the regulations are row in
the process of being drafted and it is Government's policy not to

publish the kind of information that you are seeking until such
time as the regulations are brought before the House.

HON .G T RESTANO:
Mr Speakér, the Bill was brought before the House; we were asked

to vote on it; we had certasin reservations. I would just like
to know why the secrecy, what is the reason for 1it?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

It is not secrecy, Mr Speaker, it is normal practice.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Could the Hon Attorney-Geners¥ say if the regulations will be
promulgated before the end of this House of Assembly?



HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Spesker, my answer is that the regulations will be promulgated
when drafting priorities permit. If the Member is not happy with
that, I suggest he looks at the stetute book and sees how much
legislation has been published. ‘

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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‘ 6.12.83
KO, 429 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HCN @& T RESTANO

Will the Minister for Municipal Services explain why the official
opening of the Waterport Power Station has not yet taken place?

ANSWER

THX HON THE MINISTER FOR WMUNICIPAL SERVICES

Mr Spegker, I would have thought the reasson why the officisl
openining of the Waterport Power Station hss not taken plsce was
guite apparent. It has never been the Govermment's intention to
carry out an official function of this nature while the operation
of the station is being contracted to a third party and negotiations
are in progress with staff representative unions on manning levels
and other working conditions, as has been the case in the Steering
Committee. To have done so in such circumstances would have meant
that the people who will be involved in the future running of the
station would not have been able to participate in this event.

SUPPLEMENTARY TQO QUESTION NO. 429 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:
Mr Speaker, can the Minister confirm that in fact it is not

necessary to walt for the agreements within the Steering Committee
for that Station to be officially opened?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Sir, I agree with the Hon Member. As I mentioned pfeviously,
there was one area of disagreement within the Steering Committee
which now seems to have cleared up, and since everything seems to
point to a possible settlement and possible signing of the draft

agreement, we feel that we ought to wait for this before we make
a definite date for the opening of the new Station.

HON G T RESTANO:

Has the Minister any idea or eny indication as to when he thinks
he will have the official opening?

HON IR R G VALARINO:

Mr Spesker, as soon as possible. It could well be either before
or after the next meeting of the House.

HON G T RESTANO:

Does he really have no idea at all, absolutely no idea?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Spesker, Sir, there is a problem: before the opening of the
Station we need the contractors out.
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MR SPEAKER:

We know the position. Have you any idea when this will be?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

No, Sir, I am afreid until we get a more definite idea, then we
have to contact the UK to see if’ they can come out Ffor the opening
session.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Spesker,; I understand the Minister to have said that he wants
the stat'f of the Electricity Department tc take over the Station
first and then they will open. Will there not be an interinm
reriod? There has to be iraining, has there not, Mr Speaker?
Will it be before or after” the training of the staff of the
Electricity Department?

MR SPEAKER:

The answer is, however long it takes, the Government has said that
they don't propose to have the official opening until they have
taken over the operatiomn.. You have asked when will this tske rtlsce.

They have said it may be perhsps before or after the next meeting.
There is no use going beyond that. .

HON G T RESTANO:

Wheat I am asking is do they intend to open it once the staff is
trained cr before the staff is trained?

HON DR R G VALARINO:
Mr Speaker, Sir, in fact certain members of the -staff are being
trained at the moment at Waterport Power Ststion, so that the

opening will tske place when most of our members are there-even
though staff treining may be taking place at the very same time.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6'12083

NO. 430 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speeker, what is the total current amount that has been paid to
the contractors for running the Waterport Power Station?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Mr Speasker, Sir, the cost to the 19th November for the contractors
operating Waterport Power Station has been £1,304,147 and as stated
in answer to Question No 265, this figure includes £353,573 being
funded under the main contract.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L4300 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, £1.3m is a very, very large amount. Will Government
try to recover this money by increasing eleciricity charges?

HON DR R G VALARINO:.
Mr Speaker, I would like te mention two things on this. First of
all, the answer is no; and secondly, that the figure of £1,304,147

is to some extent gqualified because 1f we had put our own people
there the figure would probably he qt least half that amount, Sir.

HON G-T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, where will Government pay this £1.3m from?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I couldn't answer that question: it is a financial
matter. What I will do is I will ascertain that and speak to the
Financial and Development Secretary later and provide the answer to
the guestion to the Hon Gentleman.

HON G T RESTANO:

In the House, Mr Speaker?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

In the House.

HON G T RESTANO:

Because I would eppreciate asking further questions on that.
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HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Spesker, I was not entirely sure when the Hon Minister said
"if we had had our own men" he said it would cost half that amount.
Does he mean half that amount again?

MR SPEAKER:

No, what is being said is that the Station would have had to be
operated, even 1f it had been operated by their own staff, and that
staff would have had to be paid and the emount paild would be
basically half the amount that has been expended.

HON G T RESTANO:
Can the Minister justify that half? I know that there are fewer

people employed by the contractors than the Electricity Department
will be employing. So, how can he justify the hglf?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Spesker, that same guestion was asked by the Hon Member in the
last House, when I said that there was only a skeleton crew down
at Waterport. If we supplied the men, there would be far more men

because we would have a lot of other duties to underteke. But, I
answered this very question at the lest House of Assenbly.

MR SPEAKER: - o '

Next guestion.
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6.12.83

NO., L31 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government reveal the cost of the 1975/76 Preece, Cardew and
Rider Report?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Mr Spesker, in answer to Question No.30 of 1983 from the Hon J Bossano,
I informed the House that the cost of the 1975/76 Preece, Cardew and
Rider report had been met by the ODA. I was not able to reveal the
actual cost then for the same reason as I cennot do so now.

The reason for this is simply that Government hss no record of this,
since Preece, Cardew and Rider were engaged by ODA under a negotiated
agreement between the two parties. Government officials here were
only involved in consultations with ODA officials to sgree the terms
of reference and the brief for the actual study which Preece, Cardew
and Rider were to undertake and, subsequently, supplied the
information necessary for the study.

SUPFLEMENTARY TO QURSTION NO. U431 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, the Minister and I have exchanged correspondence on this
and he ¢éid say in his last letter to me that it was thought in the
Department that that particular Report cost about £8,000. Would he
confirm this?% '

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, in fact, more than thet I will recall the last parasgraph
of my letter to the Hon Mr Restano dated the 28th November. I said:
"When I wrote to you on the 3rd November, 1983, in answer to your
earlier letter I confirmed what I have said in the House in answer
to Question No.30 which is that Preece, Cardew and Rider were
appointed and paid by the ODA and we have no record in Government

as to the sctual cost of this consultancy. Having said as much,

the City Electricel Engineer cean vaguely recall a figure of £&,000
having been mentioned by someone at the time preobably from Preece,
Cardew and Rider but certainly not from the ODA. Yu will appreciate
that this information can only be tsken as hesrssy and that is the
limit of its validity".

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I have.asked that because T have a query and thet is that
that particular report which covered the requirements of electricity
and weater until the year 2000, therefore a fairly extensive report,
apparently cost about £8,000 when Messrs Preece, Cardew and Rider
were engaged by the ODA. Yet, when the Gibraltar Government employed
Preece, Cardew and Rider for the VWaterport Station consultancy the
cost is nearly £300,000. Can the Minister say how is that related?
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MR SPEAKER:

No, I don't think the Minister is entitled to answer that question.

With respect, you have ssked for the cost of the Freece, Cardew and

Rider Report in this particular instence and you Lave been given the
answer to it. I don't think it can be relsted to eny other charges

that the same consultants may have done on snother matiter.

HON G T RESTANO:

It seems to me very strange, Mr Speaker, that two consultencies are
done by the same firm, one consultency when it was engaged by ODA,
the other consultancy when it is engaged by the Gibraltar Government;
the difference in the price of the two consullancies is gstronomical.

MR SPEAKER:

I accept that but the question then should have been asked in a
different way and should have had s basis for comparison, in other
words, can Government reconcile the payment of sc much in certain

circumstances w1th the payment of the other amount-but not on this
guestion.

HON DR R & VALARINO:

Let me, Mr Spesker, for the Hon Member's guidsnce, explain the
difference bcuween the two consultencies. One wes a report-and
basically that alone. The consultancy of PCR in the Station meant
having somebody at the Station, to make sure of certain arrangements,
and involved & great deal more work than just procuowng a simple
document which was the FCR Report.

HON G T RESTANO:
Mr Spesker, it hes always been said by the Government that one of

the reasons why they didn't publish it was becguse it was & very
complicated Report.

MR SPEAKER:

In any event we will leavé it at that.
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6.12.83
NO. 4432 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, what is now the total amount that has been paid for the
Chairman of the Electricity Department's Steering Committee?

ANSWER

THE HON THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mr Speasker, the total amount incurred for the Cheirman of the
Steering Committee to November, 1983, amounts to £110,915.38.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO CUESTION XO. L32 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, the last figure that I had-when I asked this gquestion
in October-was nearly £102,000., So how often has he been in
Gibralter since then to Jjustify an extra £8,0007?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Twenty days.

HON G T RESTANO:

How often has the Steéring Committee in fact sat? Have they sat on
all thoss twenty days?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

He has been here twenty days in his capacity as Chairman of the
Steering Committee. ‘Whether the Committee itself has met on every
occasion, I would have to enguire; but he has been here as Chairman
for twenty days.

HON G T RESTANO:

~

Can I know how many times has the Steering Committee sat during

those twenty days; end if the Chairman hss come and the Steering
Committee has not sat, what has been his reason for coming; and

has 1t been a lot of days or Jjust a few?

kS

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I would have tu enguire to provide that information, I don't know
the answer. . '

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speasker, Sir, he has come for twenty days. The meetings are
usually held every fourth day, the rest of the time is in the
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preparation and the sub-committees. So, the full Steering Committee
has probably met about five times in the twenly days. The amount

of work that he has put in has been on all the other days, and he
has met the different sections and-when necessary-anybody else who
he might think could be of help.

HON G T RESTANO:

But my understanding is, Mr Spesker, that the delays that have
cccurred have been because suggestions ere made and they have to be
considered by both sides of the Steering Committee, and whilst they
are deliberating on that, the Chsirman's presence is not reguired.
What hss changed thc, fact that on this cccesion, since the 1&th
October of this year up to now, he has been in Gibraltar for two
weeks, fifteen days, without heving meetings of the Steering
Committee?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

He said he had five meetings.

MR SPEAKER:

I think the answer has been he has attended five full meetings of
the Steering Committee, he has attended meetings of the sub-~
committees, and he has been in ccnsultation with third parties.

HON G T RESTANO:

Well, Mr Spesker, this is the first time we hzve heard about these
sub-committees., Can the Minister give us some explanation about
these sub-committees? Who do they consist of: are they sub-
committees of the Staff Side or of management or both together?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

The sub-committees have involved practically everybody involved in
the Steering Committee, and this has been one of the ways of
hastening up the process of the Steering Committee in which the
Chairman has to be present. I may add as well that, unfortunately
due to severe pressure on the part of lir Bossano, he has only been
able to meet once a week. Therefore some of the work has taken
place at other times.

HON G T RESTANO:

A

Mey I know, Mr Speaker, ere there more than one sub-committee or is
there just one sub-committee?

HON PR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, there are many sub-committees which touch on each
section within the Electricity Generating Stetion.

103



HON CHIXF KINISTER:

Perhaps it should be stated that, with the concurrence of the
union concerned, the Chairman of tke Steering Committee has
interviewed practically everybhody in the Power Station.

HON G T RESTATO:

Can we know how many sub-committees are there?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I do not have the information but I cannot see what
does it matter whether there are twelve or fcurteen sub-committees.

HON G T =RZSTARO:

Cen I ask the kinister to obtain that information?

Yes, he will I am sure.
HOW » J IS0GLA:
lir Speaker, I understood frcm the ¥inister's answers, I think it

was in Cctober, thaft all outstancding matters hada been settled
except one? :

HON CEIEF MINISTER:
The biggest one.
HON P J ISOLa:

IT it -is the biggest one, he did not give us that impression.
1

What makes it so necessary to have so many meetings and so forth?
HON DR R & VALARIIO:

¥r Speaker, unfortunately the Hon kember was not here this morning
when he could have been here anu have heard the answer, but
obviously he was coming back from the United XKingdom where he was
there on personal business. I saild that all areas of the sub-
committee have practically been cleared up and I hopefully expect
the signing of the draft agreement this week.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question. \

HON DR R G VAIARINO:

¥r Speaker, if I may, in answer to Question No. 432, I have checked
with the City Blectrical Engineer and there were indeed five
meetings of the Steering Committee and about six other meetings at
which he had been present. )

104



6.12.83
NC. L33 GF 1983 ORAL

THY HOW A J HAYIES

Will Governiwent relesse to the

n
situation in Gibraltar made by i

Opposition the report on the housing
iless

‘ssars Peat Marwick and kitchell?

TIG HOI 7Y MINISTER FORK HOUSING, IAROUR AXD J0CTAL STECURITY

Mr Speaker, a Committee composed of Government Ministers and
officials has been set up to siudy the édraft report. Ls soon as
the report has been finalised it will be released to iembers of
the Opposition.

SUPPLILENTARY T0 QUISTION NO. L33 OF 1983
HON & J HAYNES: |

I am grateful for that reply, ¥r Speaker. Can the Finister give
me any indication as to when the likely date will be?

HOW KAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANT:

lr Speaker, I think I am well known in this House 'for not giving
indications because I do not want to be csught out afterwards.

HO¥ P J JTGOLA:

Can we have an assurance that it will be released to us but not on
a confidential bhasis?

HOM ¥AJOR F J TELLIPIANT:

I think, having read the contents of the draft report, that I will
give that assurance.

KR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83

NO. L3l 9F 1933 ORAL

PER OHOW A J BEAVNIS

LA L LN UQ

8ir, will Government coni’irm thet the Family Care Unit is presently
undermanned and will Government endeavour to rectify the situstion

so as to ensure that appllcarts walting to be clgssified as socilal

cases gre not kept waiting for wmore than four weeks?

ANSWER

THR BON THX VINTSTER FCR HOUSING, LARQUN AWD 3C00OTAIL SECURITY

Yes, Sir. The Family Care Unit is presently undermammned. Houcver,
all cases referred to the Unit have been or are being processed and
no delay has occurred as far as the Unit is ccncerned.

D

SUPPLILEZNTARY TO ¢URSTION ¥O, L3L OF 19872

HON A J HAYNES:

wWill the Minister confirm that the waiting tims for a report in
respect of social case applicants is in excess of four weexs?

HON XNAJOR ¥ J DEILLIPIAKT:

No, Xr Spesker, in actual fasct, even thcugh we are undermanned at
the moment, the average does not go over four weeks.

HON A J HAYNES:
Yhat is the average, Mr Speaker?

HON NAJOKk P J DELLIPIAKI:

The average now is almost 1mmed1ately, we have caught up with most
of the csases,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question. .
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6.12.83
NO. U35 Qr 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

fWhat sums of monies have been puid out to date in 1983 in - :
a) Unemployment Benefit, and b) Supplementary Benefit.compared to
the same period in 1982 and 1981 ane how many people have been
involvea 1in both categories?

TEx HOR Tiiy HINTISTHR FORk HOUSING, LARCUR AWD S0O0TAL SZCURITY

Kr Speaker, during the period January tc lctober, 1933, £1Sl,790
have been paic in Unemploymert Benefit and 447,870 in Supslementary
Benefit. 'The corresponding figures for 1531 were £106,270 end
£291,0060 and Tor 1982 £146,1S0 and £360,360 respectively. 603 people
have been involved so far in 1953 in respect of Unemployment Zenelit.
The corresponding figure for 1981 was 635 and 827 for 1982. Avpproxi-
mately 570 have been invelved so fer in 1983 in respect-of Supplemen-
tary Benefit., DNo statistics are, however, available for 1S81 andé
1932.

5U-§JPL_:J. .‘I‘ﬂ__RY 0 QUV ’TOF 0. L{-jj o lQéE

HON W 7 SCOTT:

In the first instance, kr Speaker, mignht I as the ¥inister why no
statistics are avallable for the previous two years of Supplementary
Benefit? C

HON MAJCR F J DEILLIPIANI:

Yes, Kr Speaker. You will notice that in my answers to the Unemploy-
ment figures I gsve exact figures; in my answers to the Supnlemu"tcry
Benefit figures I saic approximately - and approximately is because
somehow or other the unit concerned was not keeping statistics,
because the method is that you get different applications, you might
get thirty or forty different applicasiions, and they are processed,
but only ten probably would be paid. But, all of those applications
are put togethér in the same place and the ones that are paid were
not extracted. Sc, in order to give you some answers, we managed to
dig up one year by 1ook1ng virtually at each indivicual case and that
is why 1 have glven you 570. I have already given instructions that
statistics for this Supplement ary Benefit should also be kept.

HOX W T 3COIT:

Wr.Speaker, might I ask just one more guestion? The pattern seems to
be one of a sharp trena from 1981 to 1982 and then a downward one to
the Unemployment Benefit which is limited, as we s8ll know, to thirteen
weeks. Am I right in assuming that the cownward trend basically
concerns non-resident workers that have not remained, obvicusly, in
Gibraltar after the payment of their thirteenth week Unemployment
Benefit?

- HON LAJOR P J DELLIPIANT:

No, kr Speaker,
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6.12.83

NO, L4%6 OF 1983 ORAL

THE BON 77 T SO0°T

Sir, what further progress has Government made on the lowering of
the retirement age for the purpose of the Social Insurance Pension?

THE HON THE MINIST®ER FCR HOUSING, LARCUR AXD SOCIAL SXTURITY

Vr Speaker, I will be replying to this guestion later in the
proceedings, &uring the course of the Fon ¥r Bossano's motion.

SUPPLEY WETARY 70 QUSSTION ¥Q. L36 CF 1683

HCI: 'V T SCOTT:

Hr Speaker, if I may return to that, obviously, it is not a motion
from my sice of the House and, secondly, it really does not afford
us an opportunity of a question and answer session within the
course of the wuebste. 1 ask the kinister to reccnsider answering
my original question.

HON KAJOR ¥ J DELLIRPIANI:

I hope, Kr Speaxer, that in the course of the debate which reslly
touches on most of the elements on which we are now involved,

which is unemployment, employment, retirement age, creiits, etc we
could have hac a better opportunity for more discussion on the
question. But, if he wants an answer now, the only progress so far
has been in effect - which Goes not really answer your gquestion, I
must admit -~ that in my review for this year, for example, one of
the problems vhich people are suffering now 1s thet once they hsve
retired at 60 they have got to carry on paying until they are 65.
One move that I hazve made so far is that they should not be paying
more than they were paying when they were employed. In answer to
whether I will meke any further progress, at this moment the answer
is no, we are studying the whole question., I would reminda the Hon
¥ember opposite that, in a statement I made in the House, I gave
the figures (based on current figures and not on the figures that
are going to come in January, 198L) that a reduction of one year
would cost £im and to bring it down completely to 6C years for
everybody will cost an extra £2m at current rates.

HOW ¥V T SCOTIT:

Mr Speaker, when the Hon Member is saying it is still under further
review he is really, effectivély not saying much, becszuse if he has
already undertaken an examination - to the extent that a lowering of
one year is going to cost £x -~ what further is there to review?

MR SPEAXER:

You have been tola that no progress has been mace so far; you have
been given the train of thought that Government is applying. I do
not think we are going to get any further infermation. HNext
guestione.
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6.12.83
NO, L7 CF 19373 ORAL

THe BN & T SCCPT

3ir, how many persons have applied to take zsuvantage of the recent
legislation awarding non-resident workers 13 weeks unemployment
benefit in one lump sum?

ANSWER

S HCGn TEs NINTSUR FOR ECUSING, IAEBCUZ AYT SCCTAL SATURITY

1

Ilr Speaxer, five persons have gpplied.

SUPPLZVERTARY TC QUISTION NC. L3237 0F 1683

HOXN 2 J ISOLA:
Kr Speaker, could I zsk what has harpened to the employees of the

hons Calpe that we were tolc the legislation was reguired so
urgently for?

HON NAJCR F J DILLIPIANT:

They have only Jjust applied.

HON'P J IS0LA:

So it is more than.five?

HON KAJOE ¥ J DELLIPIARTI:

I was asked how many anc it is five.
HON P J ISOLA:

But that is not what we were told in the devate, lr Spesker. The
urgency was for a much larger number of people.

HON KAJOE ¥ J DELLIPIAWT:

~

I could not give you the numbers, because when I answered this
guestion, only five had applied. Subsequently, they have applied
NOWw »

HON P J ISOLA: .

You mean now, this minute?

HON M&JOkx B DELLIVIANI:

Two days ago.
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3%}

HON P J IS0ILaA-:

Then why can't the question be answered with the right number?

i
HON KAJOR ¥ J DWILIPIANI:

Pecause I have not got all the facts ans figures with me.
HON CHIZF ¥IRISTIR:

The angwer to that, of course, is ithat they were employed until
the end of November.
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6.12.83

NO. L38 OF 1283 ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

¥11l Government state whether there have been any changes in the
administretive organisation of the Industrial Tritunal?

ANSYER

TH% HCN THE NINISTER FCR HCOUSING, TAROUR AND 3QTIAL “TCURITY

ir Speaker, although there have been no changes in the adrinistra-
tive organisation of the Industrial Tribunal two officers of the
Departmert have been assigned to prepare cases for submission to
the Tribunal which has improvec the situation.

SUPPLENZNTARY 70 QOUESTION WO, 438 0F 1983

HOKX A J HAYNES: L
Mr Speasker, but didn't Government in answer to a question I asked
on this ssme subject indicate that my own recomrendztions or views
were not upheld by Government, and that they were going to intro-
duce administrative organisstion? As there hasn't besn, does that
mean that the answer has been changed, there has been a change in
policy, or what?

HOKN MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

I think, Lr Speaxer, the Hon and Learned Member when he was taliking
about different ac¢ministrative arrsngenents was ts

Chairman, a cifferent kind of Chairmen; tret has not

YWhat we have dcne, in an effort to get over the backlog of cases,

is to appoint two officers specificslly assigned to be able to deal
with fthis backzlog. 4%e have also had a different venue alloceted to
us, which is more resdily available, and this is why we are speeding
up the cases. So, administrstively, vwhen we are talking about the
Chsirman, we have not changed, but in the prscticelity of the thing,
we have made certain moves which are a great improverent.

=)

lking of the

ot been chznged.
o

HOX 4 J HAYNE
I am glad to hear that again, Mr Spéaker. Does this mean that the

backlog has now been dealt with or is there still some outstanding
work to be done?

HOW NAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:
I will be glsa to answer the question, Mr Speaker, Two cases have

alresdy been heard ana five more cases are cue to be heard within
the next two weeks.

HOW A J HAYNES:

Are there only those seven cases left or what?
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2.

HON MAJOR F ¢ duILI STANT @

Nay I reminu Hon kembers thst when I sey they have been heard, it
does not necessarily mean that the Chairmsn has iven his verdict.
Aighteen cases have still to be finalised. These are pending
because of an appeal made to the 3upreme Court Ly counsel for the
employer.

HON A J EAYNZES:

Vill the Minister -~ know he c¢oes not like to give dates - confirn
that, the last tims 'we nhad an exchange over this matter, the '
vaiting timwe wes two years for a case pefore hesring in the

™M <9 . [»]
Trivunal?
Fii 9PTLEED.

But we have been told that it has been expedited.

HON A J HAYHNZES

But is it now going to e nossible to hsve them heard within a
short periow of time, or are *the two officers gcing to bes taken
back from their present duties?

BQK KAJCE ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaxer, masy I please clear one point for Hon Lembers? It is
not always the fault of the Department when csses are not dealt
with promptly. There are at lesst three cifferent parties
involved: there is the lawyer defernding the e*nloyec the lawyer
defencing the employer; the Cheirman; and the uevartJent. e
might set up a date andé the lawyer for the defencant might saJ
"This is no gooc!, so delays are caused by lawyers.

Ml-t .}.' H A_t\.._u. H

Next question. "
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6.12,83%
NO. 439 OF 1982 ORAL

TEE HON A T HAYNES

8ir, will Government state whether or not they have completeu their
survey to determine the number of tenanis who are overhoused and
will Government release ilheir findings, if any?

ANSYWIR

== A

THE HONM Tiw MINISTER FOR HOUSING, IABOUE AMD SOCILAL SWJURITY

¥r Speaker, the survey has not yet been completed owing to lacx of
cooperation on the part of some tenants whe ilec tc return the
guestionnaire sent to them. However, in order to get the necessary
information & house to house survey 1s being carried out ang it is
expected that the survey will have been completeu by the end of
January, 198L. :

le
fe

SUPPLEMTMTARY TO QUISTION NO. 439 OF 1983

HON A J HAYNE:

Kr Speaker, will the Opposition be given these fincings?
HON KFAJOR F J DELLIPIAKRT:

I will give the findings 1o the Opposition.

HON A J HAYNES:

Before the elections, Mr Spesker?

KR SPEAKER:

Next guestion.
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6012 083
NO. 44O OF 1983 ORAL

~IHE BON A J HAYNES

Will Government state how many units of Government housing at
present have communal sanitary facilities and how many units do
not have running water?

ANSHER
THE BCOI THE NIWISTZR FOR HOUSING, IABRCUR AND SCCIAL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, according to the latest information received there
would appear to be approximately 381 tenanciles sharing toilet
facilities and 132 without running water.

SUPPIENZINTARY TO gUSSTION NO, 4&0 OF 1983

HCN A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, has there been any aifference between when I last asked
the question in June and now?

MR SPEAKER:

“ell, that is a simple matter which you can see by looking at the
answer you got in June.

HON A J HAYNES:
Will the Minister confirm there has been no substantive change?
KR SPEAKER:

There is no reason for him to, you can refer to the answer. Next
guestion.
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6012.83
NO. 441 OF 1983 ORAL

- THE _HOW A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government consider awarding extra points to a housing
applicant of advanced years, e¢g over 70 years of age?

ANSWER

THE HON THE NINISTER FOR HOUSING, TABOUR AXND SOCIAL SWCURITY

Mr Speaker, as the Hon Member must be aware, I agreed at the last
meeting with him that the Housing Allocation Committee would be
asked to consider and to recommend whether provision should be
mace in the Scheme to meet this reguirement.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. LL1 OF 1983
HON A J HAYNES: }

Has there been any meeting to consider this?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

They have not had the chance to meet yet.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83

NO. LL2 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, is Government now in a position to make a statement on
the legalisation of Citizen's Band in Gibral tar?

ANSWER

THE HON THY MINISTER FOR TOURISI. ANT SPORT

No, Sir, the position is still the same as in my reply to your
Question No. 191 of May. Information has also been sought from the
Federal Communications Commission of the United States of America,
as the majority of equipment available locally is AM, mainly
constructed to this Body's specifications.

SUPPLENMENTARY TO QUSESTION NO., LLo OF 1983

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, has the Minister any idea when he will be able to make
a statement on the legalisation of Citizen's Band; and may I also
point out to the kinister that, in my supplementary to my guestion,
I pointed out that what was required for Gibraltzr was legalisation
on the same lines as the UK, which is PFM, not AM as in the
neighbouring country?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, it is precisely why we are taking so long in this issue,
because most of the equipment that is available loccally is AM, and
not FM as in UK. It is purely because of that that we are having
some difficulty in being able to rationalise into exactly what we
would like. I take the point, particularly because of the proximity
of our immediate neighbours, but this is exactly why we are having
more difficulty in trying to find out exactly the problems that
exist between the items received here of AM manufacture as opposed
to FM. As to the first part of his question, ¥r Speaker, as to
when I will be able to legalise this issue, I can assure the Hon
Member that the moment we get clearance on the issue we have
nothing against legalising the Citizen's Bana at all. :

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, but wouldn't the Minister agree that if he pressed on
and legalised it on FM, the AM equipment which is coming in at the
moment would stop coming because the radio hams would be forced to
use the Fi, which does not interfere with local aircraft? Wouldn't
the Minister agree that if he pressed cn and introduced legislation
on FM it would go a long way to solving this problem?

HON H J ZAMMITT:
. Mr Speaker, I wish it was that simple. There are problems which I

do not think I should give in this House; but we are trying to do
our best, Mr Speaker. )
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6.12.83
NO. LL3 OF 1983% ORAL
- THS HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Have any problems been encountered recently regarding the transporta-
tion of mailil from Morocco to Gibraltar and if so will Government
make a statement on the matter?

ANSWER
THE HON TI'i MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND SPORT

No, Sir, however, when on the withcrawal of the sea link it was

decived to airlift the surface mails, to ensure the continuation
of the service, technical problems led to meil being held up in

Tangier for eight days. These problems were overcome, the back-~
log clearea and mail is now received regularly.
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6.12.83
NO. Ll OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Tourism and Sport state if the air mail from
the United ¥Xingdom has been in any way adversely affected by the
reduced schedule flights from London during the winter months?

THE HON THE MINISTER *OR TOURISK AND SPORT

Sir, the witharawal of schedule flights has affected receipt of air
mall from the UK. No air mail is received on Wednesdays or
Saturdays as there are no Tlights at all on those days. On Mondays
mail is brought in by a charter operator who applied and was
granted a licence by the Civil Aviation Authority to carry mail.

SUPPLENENTARY TC GUESTION NO. LLkL OF 1983
HON MAJOR R J PZLIZA:

So the Minister is happy that we are in exactly ihe same position
as last year, but no worse? -

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, there are no planes -~ as the Hon Member knows - on
londays, Wednesdays anc Saturdays. On the Nondsy, we have a
charter operaior coming through. There is no plane at all

arriving on the Wwedneséay or Saturday; otherwise, I am sure the
charter operators would gladly bring it in. PBut, we are the same.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

My point is that we are no worse than we were last year?

HON H J ZANMITT:

No, Sir.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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} . 6.12 .83
NO. ul5 OF 1083 ORAL
THE _HON NAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Tourism state if his department has carried
out any publicity in Spain or engaged any individual or organisa-
tion to attract visitors from Spain to Gibraltar?

ANSVER

THE HON TH& MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND SPCORT

S8ir, apart from one visit by the Director to the Coast with the
object of sounding out leading Coach Operators to assess the
potential traffic to Gibraltar no publicity visits have been
carried out in Spein. However, we have an action plan ready for
bpromoting ana selling Gibraltar in 3pain when the frontier is
fully opened.

SUPPLE¥ENTARY TO QUESTION WO. uLlL5 OF 1983

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Since there are in fact visitors coming to Gibrsltar, isn't there
perhaps virtue in trying to get as many of them to come here, in
fact, encourage them to come ancd spend money here, which it seems
we are not aoing? Could the kinister look further on that,; and
perhaps take action. before the frontier is fully opened?

HON H J ZANMITT:

No, Mr Speaker, I am not prepared to spend any acvertising money
in Spain to attract the kind of tourists or excursionists we are
getting from Spain at this moment. If tourists as such are
allowed to come into Gibraltar, then the Gibraltar Tourist O0ffice
will most certainly do so. The indications we have is that the
Spaniards being allowed to cross the frontier are not coming in
as tourists but more as day roamers around Gibraltar and not
spending as much as some people seem to indicate.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

But if the advertising was done the right way doesn't the Minister
think that perhaps we could attract certaln people who may come
and spend more money?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I am guite surprised that the Hon Member should be
making this point so laboriously. If he looks at Hansard, I think
it was in 1982 in December, he mentioned the fact that we should
not be doing this. I will give him paragraph and page on that
later on, Mr Speaker. No, Mr Speaker, we are not prepared to spend
money in advertising in Spain. I would like to remina the Hon
Member that there are indications, and I will go no further than
that, that Gibraltar Government Tourist Office would not be

allowed to advertise in Spain. -
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6.12.83
NO. LL6 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Tourism state what has been done since a co~
ordinator for tourism was appointed that will induce more tourists
to come to Gibraltar?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF kINISTER

Sir, since it was I who asked the Administrative Secretary to look
into the gquestion of tourism on my behalf, and to report toc me, I
will answer this question and question Nos. 449, 450 and L56 myself
and ceal with them in one go.
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6.12.8%
NO. ULl7 Oi* 1983 ORAL
THE EON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Tourism explain in some detall the reason for
Intasun cancelling two of its weekly flights, if this is a sign
that their sales of tours to Gibraltar is proving to be lower than
they expected and the reasons for this aecline, if so?

ANSWER
THE HON THS MINISTER FOR TOURTSK AND SPORT

Mr Speaker, we understand that Intasun did not have the air capacity
in Manchester which they were anticipating and inceed the legd in
time of their special winter brochure was rather short. Intasun are
hoping to come in on the Manchester flight after Christmas.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO,., LL7 OF 1983

HON KAJOR R J PELIZA:

So in fact, the position of Intasun is that which they announced
originally when they came here; and this is purely a hiccup on the
way there., Is that what the lMinister is saying?

HON- H J ZAWWITT:

In simple language, Mr Speaker, what has really transpired is that
there has been a very good response in the Manchester area for the
Gibraltar trips, particularly at the prices given by Intasun: but
Intasun or, shsll I say, Air Europe have been unsble to provide the
aircraft. Going back to the previous gquestion, ¥r Speaker, when I
was in England I did speak to Intasun - together with the Administra-
tive Secretary - and they did even attempt to charter aircraft from
Britannia, but they were unable to get the aircraft.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I do not quite understand; how could they make that
commitment without first making arrangemenbs as to aircraft? Have
they not involved a number of hotels in plannlng an expenditure
which is now lost? :

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Yes, I think, Mr Speaker, it is one of the points I raised. It was
extremely bad planning. I think they were over-enthused at the time
in committing themselves. Members may not know that they had
extended their promise to three flights per week in winter, as
opposed to one or two but, unfortunately their own aircraft - 1
think Air Eurocpe owns thlrteen 737's - have been unable to make use,
particularly at Manchester.

- MR SPRAKER:

.Next question.
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6.12.83
NO. Lii8 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON KMAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the kinister for Tourism state the date of the last meeting of
the Tourist Advisory Board and give information on its outcome?

ANSYE |
THE HON THEZ WINISTSE FOR TOURISM AKD SPORT

Mr Speaker, the last meeting of the Tourist Advisory Board was held
on Thursday 27 October, 1983, ané the subjects rangec¢ from Municipal
Charges to Tours, Specific Conferences and Taxl Service.
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6.12.83
NO. LLS OF 1983 : ORAL
THE BON MAJOR R J PHULIZA

Can the Minister for Tourism explain what matters the Administrative
Secretary had to deal with when accompanying the Minister to London

that neither himself or the Director of his Department was capable
of attending to?

ANSWER

THZ HON THX CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. LL6, L50 and U456 of 1983,
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6.12.83
NO. U450 OF 1983 ORAL

THS HON KAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Tourism explain in some detail the role of the
Administrative Secretary as coordinator for Tourism?

ANSVER
THE HON TEE CHIEP MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 446, 449 and L56 of 1983.
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6.12.83%
NO. Lbl OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON NVAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Government state when they plan to resurface Main Street
which is so badly in need of it and which will greatly help to
make this main thoroughfare much more attractive?

ANSYAEE
THE HON TEZ MINISTEIR FOR PUBLIC WORKS

§ir, it is intended to resurface the south section of Kain Street,
from the Convent to Southport Gates, during the latter part of
1984 and provision is being made in the 198L/85 draft estimates,
The area from the Cathedaral to the Convent was resurfaced scme
years ago and is in a good state.

The concept of paving the proposed pedestrianised part of Main
Street, from the Engineer Lane Junction to the Library Street
junction, is planned for the coming year. There zre plans for a
phased programme but at this stage it would obviously be unwise
to spend money on any part of this area until such time as final
decisions are made on the timing of the different phases. It
would clearly bpe a waste of money to resurface any part of this
area, in asphalt, if paving is to follow within a relatively
short time lapse.

SUPPLANMENTARY TOvGUESTION'NOq L5) OF 1983

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

When you say a relstively short time lapse, could the Kinister
give an idea?

HON ¥ K FEATHERSTONE:
I think I am answering a question later on, Sir, in which we will

be starting the paving of one or two of the siae streets soon, and
the first section of Main Street should be done sometime next year.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

The actual resurface of this area should start about when?

HON M K FEATHZERSTONE:

We would hope possibly about September next year.

MR SPEAKZR:

Next question.
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6.12.83

NO. 4452 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A T 1ODLO

Will Government have the names of Knight's Court and St John's
Court displayed on said buildings in the light of the confusion
suffered recently by the Policemen on ambulance duty when
attending a call to one of these buildings?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTSR FOR PUBLIC V.ORKS

Yes, Sir.
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| 6.12.83
NO. L53 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A T ILODLO

How much{revenue is Government derivihg from the car park opposite
the alr terminal and how much is the cost of operating this car
park? .

ANSWER

THE HON TEE MINISTXR FOR PUBLIC VORKS

FY

Sir, to date Government has obtained £3,187.50 in parking fees for
the Western Beach car park, and total running costs have been
£6,915.56.

However, it is invidious to treat this car park on its own. It
should be trezted together with the British lLines car park where
to date £24,139 have been collected against £7,827.18 in running
costs,.

Thus the two parks tcgether have taken £27,326.50 against running
costs of £14,746.7L.

SUPPLEMENTARY TQO QUESTION NO. L53 OF 1983

HON A T 1ODDO:

Mr Speaker, I notice that the fees at the Vestern Beach car park
were reduced in the sense that it is 2 hours for 5Cp. Wouldn't the
Government consider outting a more realistic fee for parking in
Western Beach car park and thus make sure that it makes money from
that car park?

HON M X FEATHZRSTONZ: )

I think the fee proposed is realistic, Sir. The intention of that
car parkx is twofold. Firstly, to providae rocm for people visiting
the airport to be able to park on a short term basis; and also to
act as an overfiow for the British Lines car parx for people going
to Spain. That 1s why there is a provision of two types of fee.
We do not think that the 50p for the 2 hours - which are mainly
people visiting the airport - is unreasonable. )

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Spesker, wouldn't the Minister agree that, in the majority of
cases, people going to the airport in fact spend about half an hour
at the most? Wouldn't it be better to have instead of 5Cp per two
hours, 25p per hour? Instead of forcing them to pay for two hours,
which they are not going to use up anyway, and in that case 1 am
sure that a lot of people who otherwise run the riskx of being booked
for pariking on the yellow line or on the pavement will in fact make
use of the car parz for the sake of 25p. Wouldn't the Minister
consider making it 25p an hour provisionally and see whether in fact
 the revenue is increased?
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HON M K %EATHERSTONE:

We started off at 50p per hour, and now it is 5Cp per two hours.
I am willing to look at it but I cannot see that there is very
great improvement if we were to reduce it to 25p. I think we
would only taxe a little less money.

HON P J ISOLA:

ir Speaker, is there any reason why people visiting the air
terminal should have to pay 50p in the car park opposite when
the air terminal car park is useac by people who do not visit
the air terminal? Is nct the problem really there, and not
opposite, and is that nota fact? It is obvious to anybody who
goes to the airport; isn't it obvious to the Kinister?

HON M K FEATHERSTONZI:

The small car park at the air terminal is very difficult to
administer on a paying basis; it only takes very few cars.

In fact, most of the cars there happen to belong to employees
around that asrea, so the average person visiting the alrport
normally goes into the Western Beach car park.

HON P J ISOla:

Mr Speaker, is that not totally wrong? Has the Minister gone
to the airport when a plane arrives, and seen sbout three cars
in the cer park opposite; ana isn't it a totzl waste of public
space and public money, when you have the whole of that area
cluttered with csrs - on the rcad, by the terminsl building -
and this wonderful large car park is virtually ennty 24 hours
a day? That is a fact, is it not?

HON M X FEATHERSTONZ:

Well, it is not virtually empty 24 hours a day, Sir, because it
has taken a fair sum of money. Ve can possibly look into other
restrictions to stop people parking, as they tend to do - at
times indiscriminately - in the airport area, in the areas
reserved for taxis, even on the pavement, etc.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is there any possible justification for subsidising,
because that is what the Minister is doing, subsidising a
parﬁlng area? Instead of people paying for it, the Government
is paying for it, and in that case is it not better toc leave it
uncontrolled with no paynent st all?

HON M K FEATHERSTONZ:

If you left it uncontrolled, then you would find half the people
. who today go into the British Lines car park and paylng for it
would go into the free car park, ané you would lose. That 1s
why the two of them are taken together,
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6.12.83
NO._ _L5L OF 1983 ORAL

THE HOM W T SCOTT

Sir, when will the Pedestrianisation Scheme in the City Centre
physically commence?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC V/ORKS3

Sir, if by "physically'" the Hon Member means actual road works,
then the Scheme in the City Centre will commence early in the new
year. It is intended to start with Market Lane. This is and will
continue to be a pedestrianised arez at all times, as any form of
vehicular traffic is totally unnecessary. .

A phased programme for the paving of further parts of the City
Centre and which will include new street lighting, landscaping
and street furniture, will follow. The extent and timing will
depend on the availability of funds.

It is not in the -answer, Sir, but after Karket Lane the next
place that is suégested is Bedlam Court.
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6.12.83
NO., U455 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, does Government not agree that a considerable number of our
roads and streets still require resurfacing and what roads and
streets does Government intend resurfacing durlng the next twelve
months either in part or in whole?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC Y/ORKS

Yes, Sir, there are a number of roads which require resurfacing.
It is hoped to resurface the following before the end of this
financial year:

Library Street, Cannon Lane, ZIngineer Lane.
Prov181on is being made in the 198L/85 draft estimates to resurface
King's Yard Lane, Main Street (Convent to Southport Gates), Smith

Dorrien Avenue, Rodger's Road and Devil's Tower Road from the
Sundial to St Theresa's Church.

SUPPLENEINTARY TO QUESTION NO, _L4L4b5 OF 1983

HON W T SCOTT:

What is the cost to the Department concerned of gll this resurfacing?

HON M K FEATEERSTONE:

I woula havé to have notice of that question, Sir, but if the Hon
Member would like it I will give him a written reply.

MR SPZAKER:

Next gquestion.
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6.12.83
NO, U5B6 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON ' T SCOTT

What further measures, if any, does Government intend taking to
ensure a cleaner and tidier Glbraltar? -

ANSWER
THm HON THE CHIZF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, since 1t was I who asked the Administrative Secretary
I think I would be in the best position to answer supplementaries
on these matters.

The role of the Administrative Secretary inm this matter is to look
into the various aspects of tourism anc to report to me on ways in
which effect might be given to the Government's declared policy of
devoting special attention to this sector of the economy.

The reason why, at the suggestion of the Kinister for Tourism, the
Administrative Secretary accompanied him on his promotional visit

to London in late October/early November was to enable him to
familiarise himself ancg report on promotional activities in Britzin.
This included meetings with the Advertising Agents and Public
Relations Consultants in London. The fact that he accompanied the
Minister in no way reflects on either the Minister or the Director.

In the course of his assignment, the Administrative Secretary has
been engaged in consultations with the Minister and the Director,
officials of the Public Works Department and the Chief Environmental
Health Officer, the Attorney-General ancd the Commissioner of Police
and individually with each member of the Tourist Advisory Board, the’
Chairman and Secretary of the Museum Committee and others engaged in
the tourist industry in Gibraltar and in Britain, including Intasun.

The process of consultation is now complete and I expect to receive
his report in the near future. When the report has been considered
the Government will take decisions on the methods to be adopted to
attract more tourists to Gibraltar.

I have included Question No. 456 in this composite answer because
the question of cleaning and smartening up Gibraltar is an essential
pre-requisite to any drive for increasing tourism. Recommendations
on this aspect, as well as on ways of coordinating and monitoring
the work of Departments, will accordingly form part of the report.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO gUESTION NOS. Lu6, LLO, 450 AND L56 OF 1983

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Does the Chief Minister asgree that by the answer he has given 1t

shows that the Chief liinister himself apparently has never been
interested in tourism before?-

131



HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Normally, 1 leave Ministers to get on with their Departments,
and I have enough on my plate. But, when the matter becomes
one of general national importance, I take such steps as I
consider necessary to help ‘the Departments concerned. I did
so on this occcasion. I heve always taken an interest in
tourism, but I leave it to Ministers. I do not interfere in
their work unless they appear to go wrong or unless they have
problems that they bring to me.

HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Chief Minister say what makes it necessary for him to
asZz the Administrative Secretary, a civil servant, to report

on what is necessary for the Tourist Department when he has a
Kinister for Tourism who cculd surely set out in a clear and

concise fashion the need and requirements of his Department.

Does not this asppointment reflect on the Minister?

HON CHIXF KINISTER:

Of course it doesn't, and I have said so. In fact, why I asked
him to do that was bescause it is not only purely a politicel
drive, it is a question of getting all the Heads of Despartiments -
whom I have mentioned here - to get themselves interested and
have a thrust into tourism: the Environmental Health Department,
the Public Works Department, these are Heads of Departments who
have to be seen by the Administrative Secretary, who has
naturally much higher standing than the other Heads of Depart-
ments, and can direct them. It is in order to give an impulse

to this intention that it was done. It reflecis in no way on
the Director or the Minister, who has contributed and '
collaborated in the preparation of these plans.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

The Chief Kinister has stated, ¥r Speaker, that he usually taxes
up matters when there are problems. Doesn't he zgreec that
tourism has been a problem for the last four years; anc why has
it taken so long for them to realise this? Is it the closure of
the Dockyard now that is bringing all this to the surface?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes, to some extent the closure of the Dockyard makes it more
sensible to concentrate on tourism more. Perhaps, when we bring
the bill to the House, I do not mean the bill of law but the
pill that may be incurred in the results of the enquiry, we will
consider the extent of the work that has been done. There is no
doubt, of course, that the action on tourism was motivated by
two things: not only the closure of the Dockyard, but the
release of the very useful and prime sites that were given in
the package which requires to be developed and which requires
particular attention. But, it seszms to me that if you take an
interest you are also accused of not taking an interest.
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HON MAJO& R J PELIZA:

Doesn't lhe Chief Minister agree that tourism has always been the
secona plllar of our economy, and ¢oes he agree that - for the
past fours years - this side of the economy has been failing badly
and going from bad to worse? . '

HON CHIEF MIMISTER:

I asgree that tourism has always formed part of the economy, of
course 1 do, and we have done our best, and the provision in the
Estimates every year of our promotion, and as the Eon Minister
says it has gone from bad to worse, it is suffering the recession
that other people are suffering - like in so many other places,
certainly in the UK one reads about that. Of course it has always
been a part of, anu it has always been the policy - ana that is
evicent by looking at the Zstimates. This is not the first time
that the Administrative Secretary has been put on an assignment to
do something; it was done in respect of education, at a critical
time, when he was appointed temporary Director of Zducation and
finished off certain things. There is always a problem-shooter in
all administrations. This has been done now, and I hope that
Members will look forward to the report and contribute when we
discuss it anc make some helpful suggestions. It is no use
recriminating but trying to do something positive on the matter.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, the question of the coordinator I think is a very
important one.

MR SPEAKER:

I am not interested, with respect, I am interested in
questions.

HON MAJOR R J P=ZLIZA:

I am asking questions, Mr Speaker, in the sense that how can the
Chief Kinister justify appointing a civil servant as coordinator
for tourism, when this is the responsibility of the Kinister -

and the responsibility of one Minister - who is answerable to this
House. He has now appointed a civil servant, who is not answer-
able to this House in any way, Mr Speaker. Are we going to have,
Mr Speaker, a Government run by civil servants?

MR SPEAKSR:

I will call you to order once more but not again because you are

.. making statements, with due respect to you.

HON CHIEF NINISTER:

. Mr Speaker, I make no apologies for appointing a civil servant to
look at the matter, which is mainly inter-departmental. The

Minister will be greatly helfed, I am sure, by the work that has
been cone at administrative level, and that is all I have to say.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, on the question of the work the coordinator has done
in the United Kingdom.

HON CHIZEF MINISTER:

I do not know who called him coordinator; I never appointed him
coordinator, I think he invented the word. -

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, that word was used either in a press release or here
in this Houses.

HON H J ZAMMITT :

It was never used by Government, it may have been used by some
press media never by Government.

MR SPEAKZIR:

The word coordinator was used by the questioner as a matter of
Tact in his original questione.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

It was used by the questiocner on this occasion, ¥r Speaker, but it
was not thought out by myseif, it is a word that I chose because
that was the word that was used by the Government on one occasion
or other, I forget at what time.

HOF P J IsCia

Did I understsnd the Chief Minister correctly to. state that one of
the reasons why the Administrative Secretary went to London was to
see Intasun?

HON CHIEF MINISTER :

No, it is a pity that people do not listen anc take up the time of
the House in asking questions. What I saia was: "In the course
of his assignment, the Administrative Secretary has been engaged
in consultations with the Ninister arnd the Director, officials of
the Public Works Department and the Chief Environmental Health
Officer, the Attorney-General and the Commissioner of Police and
individually with each member of the Tourist Acviscry Board, the
Chairman and Secretary of the Museum Committee. and others engaged
in the tourist industry in Gibraltar and in Britain, including
Intasun'.

HON P J ISOLA:

" Why the mention of Intasun% I would have tiought there were a lot
of other tourist ownerators. st hﬂs attention uirected entirely
at Intasun, and if so, was it successful because the results do

not seem to be very successful?
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HON CHIEE MINISTER:

The point was that when the Minister was in his promotion, and the
Administrative Secretary was there, he took the opportunity to go
and see Intasun to see why they had not complied with their commit-
ment to bring the number of tourists they announced that they would .
bring. He wanted to hear it from them and fird out why, having
promised that, and having obtained the support of the Gibraltar
Government, they were not doing it. It is as simple as that, he

cid not choose that one out of a list, he went there to make a
complaint. ' -

HOW P J ISOLA:

Would the Chief Minister not agree that is the complaint that should
anc ought properly to have been made by the Minister himself?

HON CHIEF MINISTEK:

It was made by the Minister also.

HOW P J ISOLA:

Could I then ask, Mr Speaker, one 1as£ guestion? “ho is now doing
the other work of the Administrative Secretary in the Government?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

He has finished his work. As we all know, he does very great work
and he has not neglected his duties in any way. Ee has now finished
the work, which has entailed mainly interviewing people to get at
the substance, and he will just be writing the report.

HON MAJOR r J PRLIZA:

Is the Chief ¥inister saying then that after he has written his
report the functions of the Administrative Secretary in connection
with tourism ends?

HON CHIEZEF MINISTER:

Of course, and why perhaps the Hon Member has used the word co-
ordinator was because I may have saic that I had appointed him to
coordinate in the past; but I never called him coordinator.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, isn't any coordiration that has to be done, if all the
Departments are going to pull together - which is whkat I think the
Chief Minister meant ~ more a job of a Minister than that of a
civil servant?
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|
MR SPEAKER:

That is g matter of opinion. I will not have questions of
opinion at question time.

HON P J ISOLA:

One last question, Mr Speaker. ITf the report of the Administrative
Secretary does not coincide with the views of the NMinister, what
happens then?

MR SPEAKER:

That is a hypothetical guestion. Next guestion.
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6.12.83
NO. L57 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON W T SCOIT

Sir, having regarc to the effects of the recent rains, will Govern-
ment give further consideration to removing the existing fountain
at the Plazza?

AKSWER

THE ECN TFE MINISTAR FOR PUBLIC VORKS

S8ir, the answer to this question will be totally covered by my
answer to Question No. L58.
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_ 6.12.83
NO. 458 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government state the present position as regards the
commissioning of a new fountaln f'or John kackintosh Square?

ANSWER

THS HON THH MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, as you will be aware, an agreement was signed by the Gibraltar
Government and .the Shell Company of Gibraltar Ltd on 1 December
whereby a new fountain, incorporating the remaining pieces of the
0léd fountain which stoocc at John Mackintosh Square before World

jar 11, is to be erected.

In order to mark the occasion of Shell's Gibraltar Diamond Jubilee
Year this company will contribute a minimum of £12,000 and a
maximum of £15,000 towards the total cost of this fountain.

Costs exceeding the maximum figure of £15,000 will be borne by the
Gibraltar Government. The total cost which obviously includes
installation of pumps, water Jets, etc will not exceed £3C,000.

I think this is an appropriate moment, within the House of Assembly,
to express our thanks to the Shell Company of Gibraltar Ltd for
their generous gesture.

The fountain will be installed and completed by July, 198L.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION HO. LB5& OF 1983

HON A J HAYNES:

M Spéaker, where exactly will the fountain be sited, on the loca-
tion of the present one or elsewhere?

HON M K FEATHERSTONZ:
Yes, Sir, on the same location.

~

HON A J BAYNES:

Does the MNinister have ideas as to the size of this? The original
fountain, parts of which were lost, cannot be repleced in toto. I
know that, subsequent to my asking the question, the information
came out as regards Shell, but can the Minister give us more
details as to the proposed size of the fountain, etc?

HON M K FEATHERSTCORE:

The base of the fountain will be the same size as the base of the
present fountain, which will be actually faced in marble. The
other fountain will go in the centre. I shall be happy to provide
a drawing for the Hon Member tomorrow.
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HON A J HAYRES:

Will the Kinlster state whether the founta:n is to be fenced off
or railed off or not?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE

It is hoped sooner or later to put a wrought iron fence around
the fountain. It is a little ¢ifficult to get the wrought iron
work, but we are looking into it.

¥R SPZAKER:

Next question.
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6.12,83
NO. U450 OF 1983 ORAL
THX HON A J HAYNES

sir, will Government produce a 1list of those buildings which it
intends to fully or partly rehabilitate in the next few months?

ANSWER

THE HON THEXE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC VORKS

~ Yes, Sir. Detalls are as follows:-

Castle Ramp/Road to the Lines Phase II -~ 22 units -

12-20 Castle Ramp - units
2-8 Road to the Lines - units
11-15 Road to the Lines - units

g Rehabilitation

22 Road to the Lines - units

N ~NEo

1-3 Road to the Lines - new units -

Tank Ramp Phase II - 11 units

15 Castle Steps)_,, , . ,

14 Tank Ramp ~ )~ % wnlts) popvilitation
16/20 Tank Ramp - L4 units

New Building - 3 units

SUPPLEWENTARY TO QUASTION NO. 459 OF 1983

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, I think the Hon KNinister has misunderstood my question.
If I may refer to Question No. 216 of 1983 -~ when I asked for a
1ist of trose builcings which Government was going to fully or
partly modernise in the next twelve months ~ I was given the break-
down for Castle Ramp/Road to the Lines Phase II and Tank Ramp Phase
II, which I think I have been given agasin. In supplementaries
under that question, Mr Speaker, I asked for a list for partly
modernised buildings and the Hon Kinister said: "If the Hon Kember
has meant rehsbilitation rather than modernisation, his guestion
shoulda hsve said so". Now I have come back with the question
saying so, anda I get the wrong answer.,

MR SPEAKER:

No, you have been given rehabilitation.

HON A J HAYNES:

4s T understand it, Mr Speaker, first of all I should establish
whether or not the buildings which the Hon Minister has given me
are one and the same as the list given in answer to Question

No. 216.
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

That is so, Sir. If the Hon Member means which house is going to
be rehabilitated, because Mr X has moved out of the house and ¥pr Y
wants to move in and the house has to be patched up before he does
it, then I am unable to give any specific answsrs. These minor
rehabllitations crop up as the year actually goes through. We do
not have a planned programme for them.

HON A J HAYNES:

I taxe the point, kr Speaker, but perhaps if I can illustrate
again. The Harrington Buildings, which is one which the Ninister
and I have had freguent correspondence and meetings on that, would
the rehabilitation of that building come under modernisation or
rehabilitation?

HON M K FEATHEZRSTONE:

I think the question of the rehabilitation that the Hon Member is
talking about are those which are normally cone and paid for out
of the Improvement and Development Fund. The rehatilitation that
is required at Hargraves would be an Improvement ané Development
Fund matter. The minor rehabilitations which I spoke about, when
a certain person moves out and another person has moved in, are
done out of the general Public VWiorkzs iaintenance Vote., The
Hargraves one would definitely ve an Improvement and Development
Fund one. It is not yet scheduled for next year, no, Sir.

MR SPZAKETR:

Next question,
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6.12.83
NO, L60O OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government state whether the replastering and painting of
the Humphrey's Estate has now been concluded?

ANSHWER

THS HON TFE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

S8ir, the replastering and painting have not yet been completed.

SUPPLEMSNTARY TO gUISTION NO. L60 OF 1983

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister state or give any indication as to
what is happening in Victoria House of the Humphrey's Estate?

HON M K FEATEERSTONE:

I am happy to give the whole of the Alameda Estate, Sir: Red Sands
House has been completed; Governor's Meadow Eouse the rendering is
complete the painting is in hand; koss House the rendering is in
hand ; Picton House has been completed; and Victoria, Alameda and

Kingsway House are awalting attention. In fact, Victoria is next
on the list, Alameda ané Kingsway are lower priority.

HON A J HAYNES:
I am not sure whether the ¥inister will have the information, kr

Speaker, but I notice that in Victoria House the Public Works
Department seems to have taxen over an grea.

MR SPEAKER:

No, we are not going to get involved in the actual manner in which
the redecoration is being done, under any circumstances.

HON A J HAYNES:
One last point, kMr Speaker. Will the Minister state whether the

costings so far have been accurate or whether there has been an
increase in the estimated amounts, and if so the figure?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
Off the cuff, Sir, I would say they are holding reasonably to what

is estimated but, of course, as time goes past some slight inflation
normally occurs.

HON & J EAYNES:

So it is running at about £30,000 per building.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question. - 142




6.12.83
NO. L&l OF 19873 ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government state whether the Castle Ramp and Road to the
Lines Phase 11 modernisation projects have now commenced?

ANSVWER

THE HON THZ MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, actual work has not yet commenced, though the tender has been
awarded.

The date for site possession is 23rd January, 1984, and the
anticipated date for completion is 23rd Qctober, 1585.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QU=STION NO. L6l OF 1983

HON A J HAYNZES:

That means, Mr Speaker, that there has been a slippage of one year
in relation to the modernisation project for this year?

HON M K FEATEERSTONE:

Well, I would not say there is a slippage of a year. There has been
a slippage, Sir, as has already been stated earlier in the debate
becguse we did not have the funds until we actually made the loans

that we were seeking to ralse° and those loans were not completead
until very recently.

HON A J HAYNES:

Can the Kinister state whether the costs as a result of the slippage
have increased or not? .

HON M K FEATHERSTONZE:
No, Sir, the tenderer was specifically asked whether he would hold

to his tender over an extra period of something like 2% months and
he has agreed.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO., L62 OF 1983 ORAL

THZ HON A T LODDO

Is Government prepared to amend the law so that holders of 'B!
driving licences are allowed to cdrive a nmoped as is the case in
the United Kingdom, and as promised by the Hon Mr Featherstone in
December of last year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTEIR TOx PUBLIC WORKS

Yes,; Sir. A number of amendments to the Traffic Crdinance are in
preparation ana one of these will provide for holders of a 'B'
driving licence to drive a moped.

SUPPLEKZNTARY TO QUISTICY NO. L62 OF 1683

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, how many Traffic Bills do they propose to put before
this House, because we have had no less than two Traffic Bills -
one in each meeting of the last Eouse? Can't we just have a
comprehensive one, anc deagl with all the amendments? This question
of the moped has been outstanding for a considerable time.

HON ATTORNEY-~GENRERAL:

Mr Speaker, there is a distinction between the Bills which have
come before the House, which have been enabling Bills for the
follow~-up action which is by way of regulation.

HON P J ISOIA:

What has been an enabling Bill?

HON ATTORNZY~GENEZRAL:

There are, in fact, three Bills that have come before the House
this year, Mr Speaker, to.enable regulations to be made. What
remains to be done is to make the regulationse.

HON P J ISOLA:

But that is what has gone by, Mr Speaker, surely, that is not so.
The Traffic Bill that came had substantial amendments to the law,
about the number of drivers per taxi and so on. What I am asking
is why is it that we canrnot have one Traffic RBill, ané deal with
all the amendments: and why haven't we had the moped one which was
raised a long time ago, and sgreed by the Nkinister in 1ts proper
turn? Why has that been, for example, postponed to the Taxi
Association Ordinance, if I may call it that?
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HON ATTORNZY-GEN ZRAL:

May I correct myself, Mr Speaker, it is the case, of course, that
the Traff'ic Bills which have been produced this year or have been
passed this year did not deal exclusively with regulations. As
to whether one matter should precede another, as I said earlier
on today, that is a matter of priority.

HON P J ISCILA:

- But priority to whom? Is this not a matter of priority?

HON ATTORNEY-GEREZRAL:

It is a matter of relative priority.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO. UL63 OF 1983 ORAL

TH&E HON ¥/ T SCOTT

8ir, what further consideration has Government given and what action
has it taken to warn swimmers of the dangerous-state of the sea at
our beaches during the non-bathing season?

ANSWE

THZ HON THE MINISTSR FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, during the non-bathing season the beaches are inspected on
weekdays and 1f the sea 1s rough the red flag is holsted. There
are warning notices at Catalan Bay and no*lces will be provided at
Eastern Beach and Sandy Ray.

SUPPLSMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 63 OF 1983

HON W T SCOIT:

Since when has this new procedure been implemented?

HON ¥ K FSATHERSTONEZ:

Since the end of the last bathing season.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO. L6L OF 1983 ORAL

THE _HON J BOSSANO

Can Govefnment confirm that they have been offered the PSTO MT
workshop 'at the Viaduct site?

ANSWER

THZ HON THE MINIST AR FOR ICONOKIC DEVILOPKENT AND TRADE

No, Sir. To my knowledge no such offer has been made.
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' 6.12.8%3
| NO, L65 OF 1983 ORAL

THS HON MAJOR R J PRLIZA

Will Government state 1f they have renewed their tenancy agreement
for the offices rented at Leon House, at what cost compared with
previous agreements and what is.the total paid up to the present
for their occupation, inclusive of all expenses?

THE HON THE MINISTIR FOR ECONOMIC DEVELODLANT AND TRADE

Sir, the Government has renewed the tenancy agreement at Leon House
in respect of the Income Tax 0ffices only, and in this cgse for a
shorter lease of two years and four months with effect from 1lst
April, 1983.

The other agreements in respect of the Philatelic Rureau, the Typing
Training Centre and the Industrial Relations Offices were not re-
newed when the tenancies expired last year., However, some arrears
had to be paid in respect of the Industrial Relations Offices which
could not ne vacated when the lease expired.

The Income Tax Offices on the ground andé¢ first floor were previously
hela on a five year term paying an annual rent of £7,320 plus £2,720
service charges. The new lease is for a term of two years and four
months at an annual rent of £24,900 ané ¥aintenance/Service Charges
of £3,200 per annum. .

SUPPLEKMENTARY TO QUISTION NO. 465 OF 1983

HON ¥AJOR R J PELIZA:

Hasn't the Minister considered that the incresse in rent is very
considerable indeed, and what sort of action does he plan to take
for the future because, obv1ously, 1 ao not suppose the Government
intends to carry on paying such high rents

HON A J CANEPASY

Yes, the increase is very high, Mr Speaker. In line with Government
policy to vacate private rented accommodation, we are hoping -
before the present lease expires - to move the Income Tax 0ffice
into Government-owned accommodation,

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

In view of the high costs that such tenancies incur, wouldn't 1t be
a sound financial policy of the Government to see what sort of
offices, and perhaps even guarters they are using outsids, and see
if they could themselves build buildings or combine with existing
ones, by reconstructing one on top of another, to be able to
accommoaate all these offlces?
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HON A J CANEPA:

I agree with the Hon Member, ¥%r Speaker. As a result of the
borrowing recently concluded, the Government has agreed to
allocate a sizeable sum of money to the improvement and rehabili-
tation of Government buildings into office accommodation. I can
mention, for instance, what used to be the Loretc High School in
Main Street (already some offices are being used there); and the
Key and Anchor is being used; and it is also intenced - if tre
money that I have referred to will allow - to rehabilitate at
least part of St Jago's.

HON P J ISOLA:

Could I ask, kir Speaker, why the Government is peying increased
rent in respect of premises that are subject to the moratorium
legislation? Vhy is it that public funds are being committed,
when there is legislation that precludes increases of rent until
the moratorium is over? Perhaps the Hon znd Learned Attorney-
General could give his opinion to the House if hes was here, but
he is not here. That is one guestion, and the octher gquestion is:
could the Hon Minister say what is the price per square foot that
is being paid?

HON A J CANZEPA:
Mr Spesker, in fact the original offer that was made to Government

was calculated at £9 per square, anc in the course of negotiations,
we were able to reduce that to £7.50 per squsre.

HON P J ISOIA:
Perhaps I can have an answer to my question, at a later stage.
MR SPZAKEK:

Next question.

ME SPREAKER: Coo

I understand that the Hon and Learned Attorney-General wishes to
give some information to the EHouse on a particular question?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Yes, Nr Speaker, it is the question relating to the lease that the
Government has on Leon House, anc it relates sypecifically to the
Income Tax Depsriment. The sdditicnal information T would like to
give to the House, Mr Speaker, relates to why the Government .
agreed tc a new lease at a new rental without insisting on their
rights under the moratorium that is currently in force. The
position is that Part 3 of the ILandlord and Tensnt Ordinance does
bina the Crown although the question of whether or not the Crown
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1s bound, I think, is not relevant; but there is no doubt that the
Crown could clasim the benefits of the moratorium sgainst people
who are bound - and undoubtedly a private landlord is bound. The
position, in this case, was that the Crown voluntarily agreed to
negotiaté a new lease on new terms. It did seo as a matter of
Juagement, not as a matter of insisting on legal rights, because
it was felt that normal circumstances - and I will explain that -
that the arrangements which were obtained were more desirable than
insisting on one's right and becoming involved in the legal dispute.
It was considered that the terms obtained were gooa terms, hav1ng
regard to the lease that was thus securec to them, and also the
rental at which it was secured. I mention the possibility of a
legal cispute; the position there was that the landlord's lawyers
argued that we were not entitlted to claim a renewal of the lease,
and indee:, went so far as to serve a writ for trespass on Govern-
ment. Ky own Chamber's view - and this is what we advised the
Government -~ was that the legal arguments of the landlords were
not gooc arguments, but there was the prospect of a lengthy and
possibly an expensive and, certainly a time-consuming legal dis-
pute. In the event, bearing in mind that we had been negotiating
fecr over a year, it was considered best to settle on the terms
which we could negotiate. Those terms involved the reduction of
the rental from £9 per square foot to £7.50 per square foot, which
was considered to be favourable. On that basis, the Government in
effect formed the Jjudgement that that was the best way of dealing
with this matter.

HON P J ISOLA:

What the Eon and Learned Attorney-General is saying 1is very dis-
appointing. For the sake of asvolding litigation, in a csse where
the Attorney-General's Chambers takes the view that the landlord's
claims are ill-founded, the landlord has agreed to spend public
monies, backdated to the 1lst April, 1983, fcr a period of two
years and four months, of which eight months have gone by and for
the privilege of escaping legal costs - and probsbly the Attorney-
General's Chambers being proved wrong in the Court of law -~ the
Government is prepared to pay, Nr Speaker, an addaitional £16,000 a
year.

B

HON ATTORWEY-GENERAL:

I am not sure whether I am belng asked a questlon, or I am being
given information.

MR SPREAKER:

Precisely what I was going to. saye.

HON P J I80ILA:

I can put it in the form of a question.

Mk SPHAKXR:

Please do that.
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HON P J ISO0ILA:

Does not!the Hon and Learned Attorney-General consider that this
is an extremely expensive way of avoiding his department possibly
being proved wrong in a Court of Law and, by edvising the Govern-
ment to pay an additional £13,0C0 a year for premises which the
Government is not bound to pay, anc which other larndlords cannot
collect at all, and where other tenants have tzken the protection,
does he consider it right that the Government should form a Jjudge-
ment to spend something like £20,000 of taxpayers money because

of the possibility that they might lose the litigation and incur
costs? .

HON ATTORLEY-GEKLRAL:

Kr Spesker, the answer is not as simple as that. %what I am saying
is that the Government came to the view as e matter of convenience
and because of the prospects of a legal argument, and because it
meant that the premisss could be systematicelly vacated, and
because -~ I did not say this before - arrangements are in hang

for the removal of the Income Tax Department. The Government

felt that it was convenient and reasonable to come to terms with
the landlord on the basis that I have just outlined, and that it
is a reascnatle market rate to paye.

HON P J ISCIA:

Then why did the Government, ¥r Sveaker, form that view - in view
of the fact that the Government has formed a view in this House
that the rent moratorium should continue for everybody until
January 3lst, 19847 What makes this Government form the judge-
ment that the taXpayers should finance additional monies in a
case like this when the Government itself as an act of policy is
preventing other landlords from increasing rents? ¥%hy is the
Government so generous with the taxpayers' money, in this case,
at a time of constraint? Could we have an answer to that?

HON ATTORUEY~GENZRAL:

Certainly, Mr Speaker. There is nothing in the &kent Koratorium
Legislation which prevents the tenant from negotiating a rent if
he thinks that that rent is reasorable snc¢ prudent in the clrcum-
stances. The moratorium is directed towards lzndliord, it does
not prevent a tenant from negotiating what he thinks is
convenient and reasonable. -

HON » J IGSOLA:

Yes, but does the Attorney-General not agree that, in this case,
the tenant is the taxpayer, not the Government. I%t 1s the tax-
payer who has to pay the £20,000. Yhy does Government form the
judgement that, in legislation which prohibits the increases of
rent, they themselves are voluntarily incurring cxpense of the
taxpayers to the tune of £20,000? Could that money not have

. been spent, for example, in allowing old age pensions to be
recelved tax Iree?
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MR SPEAKER:

No, order. Ve are asking for information, not suggesting how money
can be spent. :

HON ATTORNEY-GENIRAL:

Mr Speaker, the Government is responsible for the taxpayer's money
and the Government came to the view, in its Jjudgement, that this
was convenient.

MR SFPEAKER:

We are not going to go any further on this.

HON P J ISOLA:

Could I ask the Attorney-General why was there a need for a settle-~
ment, when a law which he himself has passed in this House says
that rents shall not be increased? Perhaps this is a political
question andé it should be answered by a Governmrent Minister., Per-
haps the Attorney-General is only acting on instructions,

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

No, Mr Speaker, I do not think it is a political cguesticn. I think
it is a question of administrative judgement, with a legal element
and an administrative element, and I have explained why it was -
considered convenient.
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 6.12.83
NO.  L6E6 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON W T SCOIT

Sir, what new Government development projects are env1saged going
out to tender within the next twelve months?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIT WCRKS

Sir, Tank Ramp Phase II has alreacy gone out to tender and tenders
are due on the 21lst December, 1983. The contract period is 18
months.,

St kary's First School is to go out to tender in kay, 1984, and
work 1s to commence in July, 1984. The completion of this contract
is expected to be in July, 1985.

The Tower RBlocks remedial woriks will not be put out to tender, but
negotistions are proceeding with a specialist firm so that work
willl commence auring 198L.

Loreto Convent alterations and refurbishing to accommodate Govern-
rent offices will be put out to tender in mid-Februsry, 198L.

Bedsitters at Yoids in Glacis Estate will be put out to ftender in
July, 168L. The contract will pe of nine months curation.

Provisicn in the Improvement and Development Fund for all these
projects is being madee.
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6.12.83
NO. 467 CF 1983 ORAL
THE _HON A J_ BEAYNES

Will Government state whether a tender has been awarded in respect
of the proposed change of user for the old Port O0ffice at Water-
port?

ANSUER

THE HON ©HE N¥INISTSR FOR 2PUBLIC " OEKS

Yes, Sir. The contract has been awarde¢ in the sum of £92,739.95.
The contractor will tske possession of the site early in Januery,
198L4. The contract completion date is Octaber, 1%dL.

SUPPLZMENTARY TO QUISTION NO, L67 COF 1583

HEON A J HAYNZES:
Who was the successful tenderer, Nr Speaker?

HON I K FEATHZRSTONZ:

I cannot remember. I can let you know, it will e in the Gazette
in due course.

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestione.
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6.12.83
NO. L68 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO

i

Have the repairs specified in the notice which the Kagistrates!
Court ordered the owners of the Theatre Royal to carry out, been
completed to Government's satisfaction?

TH» HON THZ MIMISTER FOR XCONOLIC DEVELOPKENT AND TRADE

No, Sir. Most of the works referred to in the Section 23 Notice
have not been complied with. The only works which have been
carried out are the replacement of some dilapidsteda timber framed
windows by aluminium ones.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 468 OF 1983

HOR G T RESTANO:

Should not the works specified in that Kotice have been completed
by July of this year?

HON A J CANEPA:
T don't know what the date is, Kr Speaker, but I can tell the Hon
Nember that the Attorney-General's Chambers have been instructed

to proceed with legsl action for non~compliance with the said Court
Orcer. .

HON G T RESTANO:

Has in fact any action been taken yet?

HON 4 J CLIEPA:

I am not able to say, Kr Speaker.,

HON G T RESTAKO:

Perhaps the ¥inister could ask the Attorney-Genersl to let me know.
¥R SPZAKLR:

Next questione.

HOR ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
Kr Speaker, I am sorry I was absent from the House when I think two

guestions were posed which I could have answereu,_certainly the
first question I could have answered which related to the Theatre
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2.

Royal. # understand that the guestion was: whet legal action
has in fact been taken? The position basically 1s that an
Order was obtained -~ I think I gave this information to the
House. |

HON G T RIZISWANO

I asked what further action had been taken once i1he six months
had not been complied with?

HOW ATTORNEY~-GENERAL:
Thank you, ¥r Speaker., The original Order was made on the luth
Jenuary. 1983, so we are tzlking abdbout the 1lith July, 1%33, when
the six months expired. The defendants in the case are
represented by lawyers and there have been a series of letters
exchanged beiwesn my Chambers and the Theatre xoyal lawyers and
also my Chamhers and the Depasriment of Crown Lanis. 7The point

of those letters were really to establish what progress was being
made in complying with the COrder and then chescking back with the
Director of Crown Lands to see whether he is content and the
present position is that on the 1lst December of this year the
Director of Crown Lands wrote to our Charbers zand enguired as to
current vprogress and we are awalting a reply from ithe lawyers

for the deiendants in the case. That is how it stends at the
moment., It has been the case thal previousliy on the 22nd
Kovember, the Director of Crown Lands hac asked us to proceed to
tske further legal sction. T think the positior will be that if
we do not get a reply within a ressonabply prompt perioc oi time
then it will be time to take that legal actiocn.

-

9}
(65}
N
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6.12.83
NO. L69 O 1983 ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES

Can Government confirm whether there has been recently any impedi-
ment in the supply of fuel oil to shipping?

ANSWER

THE HON THY NINISTIR FOR KECONOKIC DEVILOPMNENT AND TRADE

Yes, Sir. The suppliers of bunkers to ships calling at Gibraltar
recently suspected that their fuel oll stocks might have been “off-
specification" and were unable to bring in further supplies until
the results (of analysis) of samples sent to their Central
Lavoratories in Hollanc were known.

After extensive tests it was deciued by the suppliers that the oil

was in fact suitable for bunkering and supplies to shipping were
resumed on the 30Cth November.

SUPPLYNANTARY TO @USESTION NO, L6SG OF 1283

HON A J HAYNES:

What caused the panic, lr Speaker?

HON A J CANZPA:

The suspicion that they were not of the reqguisite quelity, in

particular, I think, sparked off by fuel o0il which wes found to be
unsuitable st the Government's own Generating Station.

HON A J EAYNES:
If thet oil was unsuiteble, did it come from the same sources sas

the bunkering, anc if so, how can parts be contaminated anéd not
others? ‘

HON A J CANEPA:

I don't know.

MR STEAKER:

I think the EKinister is not here to answexr that kind of guestion..
HON A J CAliEPA:

I am informeé that it needed a lot of filtering.

HON P J ISOLA:

Was it a mistake on Lhe part ol Shell, or of the Waterport Power
Station people?
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HON A J CANKPA:

The Waterport Power Station aré still not accepting that oil;
they will not be using it.

HON A J EAYNES:

Kr Speaker, in any event, assuming that the oil has been
contaminated, what would Government's contingency plans ensble
us to do?

HON A J CAKNEPA:

The Government has no contingency plan. The Goveranrent is not
<

able to import large quantities of fuel oil for bunkering.

HON G T EESTANO:

Cen the Ninister say, Mr Speaker, how many ships in fact had to
be re-routed from coming to Gibraltar?

HON A J CANEPA:

I am informed,; to the extent that the Cavtain of the Port hsas
been able tc ascertzin the maetter, that nine ships that would
have caslled herc for bunkers did not do so. The bunkers were
suspended for six days, trom the 24th to the 32Cth Zovember.

HON G T RESTANO:
Mr Speeker, T am still not clear in my own mind. I1s the oil
dirty?

MR SPEAKER:

No, I am not in the least concerned anc¢ I am not geing to allow
questions on this guestion. The Governrent is not responsible
for the guelity of oil that is suprlied by tre company. Due to
some fault in thre guality of tre i , bunkers have Teen
suspended for some time. The Cpposition Iis entitled to ask
guestions which are pertinent tc the economy of Giuvraltar and
such like 1psofgr as that incicent is concerned, tut not inso-
far as to the supply thst Shell mskxes to bunkerini or the
quality of tne oil. :

HON G T REFMLHO:

kr Speaker, ss the Zlectricity Depazrtment is not accepting that
=Yy
L a

I
oil, how is it th it is not goou for the Electricity Lepart-
ment butl it can be given for bunkering?

HOIl A J CrN=DPA:

¥r Specaker, we¢ have a question here that deals with the suspension

of supply to shipping. I am responsible for the Fort, I am not
able to mobilise all the resources of the Governusrt to answer
guestions on any subjcct undeﬂséhe sUn .
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HON A J HAYNSS:

Mr Speaker, I am concerned to know whether Government have in theip
agreement with the bunkering company, namely Shell, any conditions
whereby they can exact from that company the kind of bunkering
service which the Minister as Minister for Port is anxious to
promote as part of the shipping promotion for the Port.

HON A J CAIIEPA:

I think, Mr Speaker, that Shell are just as anxious to ensure that
they are able to provide a good, efficient and continuous service,
Insofar as shipping is concerned, it has been a scare. If it had
been the case that the oil was off-specification, and if the
interruption of bunkering services to shipoping had been for a longer
period of time, obviously the Government woul¢ be expressing itis
concern to Shell in no uncertain terms, because it 1s a matter which
is of vital importance to our economy. One would very much hope
that this wen't happen againe

HON A J HAYIRS:
In any event, I agree, and we would expect nothing less than great
concern to be shared by Government in sucnk a ratter. 2But, I would

like to xnow if the kinister has thst informstion, how long it
would take to empty out the bunkers.

ME SPEAKLR:

No, no.

HOW' VW T SCOIT:

Mr Speaker, perhaps you might sllow me to ask & question and it
deals bpasically with the Zlectricity Generating Ststion. If the
so-called contaminated oil has still not teen accepied by the

Department has its replacement cost any more money to the Govern-
ment?

HOWM CHIZF NIKRISTHEZR:
I happen to know, Kr Speaker, that Shell has gone out of its way to

give them a much more expensive oil at the regular pnrice in order
to retain the supply to the Departmente.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO. 470 OF 1983 ORAL
THEZ HOX MAJOR R J PILIZ

-Can the Minister for Economic Development and Trade state if he is
satisfiea that the Government has the necessary administrative,
supervisory anc technical expertise to discharge adequately their
responsibilities on high standards of ship safety for ships
registered in Gibraltar?

THE HOW TEE NMNINISTIR FOx XCCONONIC DEVSLOPLINT ART TRADE

Sir, as Gibraltar is not a full convention -port, it has authorised
the five major classification societies to issue the relevant
certificates required under the various international conventions
that deal with the safety of ships at sea. Such certificates are
only issued after survey by these societies. The Government is
therefore complstely satisfied that 1ts responsibvilities to ensure
high standards of ship safety in respect of ships registered at
Gibraltar are being fully discharged on its bpehalf by internaticnally
recognised classification societies of high repute.

SUPPLEMNENDARY TQ QUZSTION X0, 470 OF 1983

HON NMAJCR R J PELIZA:

Is therefore the Kinister stating t the comments which were made
in The Times are really not epplicst to Gibreltar in the sense
that the writer was stating, which I am sure the Ninister knows?

(\') ot
m

HO‘T A J CAWEPA:

That is nct what I am saying, Sir. ‘'hat I
recent criticism has not been directed at ti
other union relasted matters, mainly the qgues
inability to provice worldwide coverage.

)
3
n

aying is that that
fety aspect but st
of maming and our

o
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A
b

e
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6.12.83
KO. L7L OF 1983 ORAIL
THE HON FAJOR & J PRLIZA

Can the Chief Minister state if he has made revpresentations to Her
Majesty's Government about the ignominy of British Citizens settled
in or visiting Spain, whether of Gibraltarisn or United Kingdom
origin, not being permitted by the Spanish Government to cross the
border into the British territory of Gibraltar, whilst Spaniards
are, ané if so, what has been the response?

THE HON TEXI CEIBF MINISYER

Yes, Sir., I made stirong representations to the Secretary of State,
through His Lxcellency the Governor, in a letter dated 17 December,
1982, two days after the partial opening of the frontier. I
referred to the matter again in a letter which I wrote to the
Governor on 11 Warch, 1983, shortly before Sefior ioran held his
meetings in London with the Prime kinister and the Foreign Secretary
and again at ny meeting with the Foreign Secretary on 15 Xoverber.
Both the 2ritish ana Gibraltar Governments regret that there has

not been more vrogress towards the full restoration of direct
communicetions between Spain and Glbraltar.
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. 6.12.83
NO., L72 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, can the Chief Minister state what exactly he meant when in his
recent address to the Royal Institute of International Affairs he
stated that given normal and frisndly relations, mutual respect,. co-
operation in tourism and trade, cultural contacts and a common
status as nationals of the European Community the people of Gibraltar
might one day through a natural evolution take a different view of
their relationship with the Spanish State and will he categorically
refute the implication contained in these remarks that a change in
Spanish attitudes to Gibraltar could well produce a change in
British Gibraltsrians as to their national status and as to the
sovereignty of Gibraltar?

ANSER
THE HON THX CHISF KINISTER

Sir, the meaning of my words, if read in their context, is perfectly
clear. I will accorcdingly put them in their context.,

First of all, the words quoted in the guestion are preceded by the
following:

UThe key to the solution of the problem lies in g recognition
by Spain of the right of the people of Gibralitaer to decide
whether they w1sn.to live under Eritish or unoer 3panish
sovereignty. There is, of course, no doubt that, today, the
vast majority of Gibraltarians want to live uncer Z2ritish
sovereignty".

Secondly, the words gquoted in the question are followed by the words:

"This (thst is to say, the possibility that the people of
Gibrsliar may one day, through a nstural evolution, tzke

a different view of their relationship with the Spanish
State) is not a promise, not even an offer. Zut one

thing is certain: if a change in relationship does not
come sbout through the natural evolution I have described,
then it will never come about. It will assuredly not come
about, ss the last thirty years have shown, as a result of
pressure ana auress. 1L can speak only for the present
generation of Gibraltarians. The right to self determina-
tion is s continuing anc living right, the ezercise ol
which, by the Gibraltarians of today, cannoi, either
morally or in practice, bind the Gibrsltarisns of the
future to one noint of view or the other".

“

With regard to the second part of the question, there is nc need for
me to refute any implicstion that a change in Spenish attitudes to
Givreltar could well procuce a change in Britics sf Gitraltarians as to
their netionsl status snd as to the uov~relr ty of Gibraltar. There
is no such implication in my statement., Ly theme was simply that a
future gcwcration of Gibraltarians might think differently from this
onc anc will pz free to do so. I have expressca this view often in
the past.

It
3 %)
~
&
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SUPPLEMNENTARY T0 QUESTION NO, L72 CF 1483

HOWN P J &SOLA:

i
lir Speaker, I am grateful for the clarification but will the
Chief linister not agree that in using the woras after this
particular guotation "this is not an offer or a promise",
woulc he not agree that the impression might heve been given
an¢ that it is necessary therefore to have made the clarifica-
tion that he has mace today?

HON CHIXF KINISTER:

I think

that there is no nreed to maxe any further clarifica-
tion, excent

to vut the words in thelr proper context.

MR SPEAKZR:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO, L73% OF 1983 ' ORAL
| THE HON P J ISOILA

]

Sir, will the Chief Minister disclose the text of the agreement
actually signec¢ by him and the Foreign Secretary in the United

Kingcom in July, 1983, in relation to the closure of the Naval

Dockyard in Gibraltar and in respect of which the Minister for

“conomic Development was a witness? '

ARSWER

e br———

THS HON THE CHIZF MNINTSTIR

Yes, Sir. I have arranged for copies to be made available to all
Fon kembsrs and to the Presse.

It will be seen that all the essential points in the Agreement
have already been mace public, notably during the course of the
statement I made to the House on 27 July, 1983,

There is, however, part of one sentence in the Agreement which may
generate unnecessary excitement and I should therefcre like to
clarify this now. I refer to paragraph 2 of the Zgreement which
reads: :

""The Royal Nasval Dockysrd will not now close .until
3) December, 1584, unless buth Governments agree
to an esarlier date'.

The reason for the second part of this sentence, that is, 'an
earlier date', was that, had the plans for the commercialisation
of the Dockyard proceeded at a fast pace, 1t would have been in
the interests of the commercial yard, and in the interests of
maximum employment from the earliest possible date, to have opened
the yard to commercial work as soon as it was ready Lo take this
Ono.

As we all know, the hope that the commercial yard might have Dbeen
reaty betfore the end of 1934 is now unlikely to be fulfillead.

Indeed, I regret to say that I am informed that, unless agreement
can be reached very soon on going ashead with commercialisation,
the first full redundancy notices will have {o be issued very
early in 198L. Kaval ship repair wors would have to cease not
later than August, 1984, but more probebly in June, when it would
be necessary to stsrt paying off the workforce on a gradual basis.
The naval yard would then finally close on 31 December, 198L.
There would te no commercial yard - or anythirng else - to replace
it anc the navael work which has been earmarked for Gibraltar
during the 3-yesr period 1985-1987 would be transferred to yards
in Britsin. Those obstructing the course of commercialisation,

in whatever way, woulu do well to ponder on these reanlities befoure
it is 1oo late.
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| SUPPLEEZNTARY TOC QUZSTION XO. L7Z OF 1983

HON P J TI50LA:

| .
Nr &pea&@r, I won't ask any questions cn the Agreement because,
obviously one has to consicer it, but can I ask bbe Chief
Minister, in a way it is pre-emptiing the next question, at
whose suggestion was a written Agreement made? VWho thouvht
that ii was necessary that the Eritish Government should have
to sign a commitment or the Gibraltar Government should have
toc sign a commitment?

HON CHIZEF MINISTER:

the Hon ¥ember will also put No. L7 together and

I hope that
wer them together.,

I can ans

MR SPEAKEK:

Perhaps the answer is that the Hon Membsr should withdraw this
supplementary and asx it at the next one. IlLiext t
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6.12

NO. L7L OF 1983 ORAL
TH® HON P J ISOLA

Can the Chief MNirnister inform the House whether there has been any
occaslon other than the agreement in relation to the closure of the
Naval Dockyard and its replacement by a commercial operation when
he has actually signed an agreement with the Foreign Secretary of
the United Kingdom anu if so will he indicate on what occasions this
has occurred?

ANSWER
TH

5]
»I:

HON THZ CHIZE NINISTEE

S8ir, there has been no similar occasion.

SUPPLEX¥ENTARY T0 QUISTION NO, L7L OF 1683

]
2

HON P J ISOLA:

Can I then ask, kr Speaker, what made it necessary on this occasion
that the Gibroltar Government and the British Government should sign
an agreement; was it distrust on the part of one of the other or
vice versa?

HON CHIEF KINISTER:

There was no guestion of aistrust st 2ll. The Eritish Government
suggested that the matter should be dealt with in this way,
presumably to add a touch of formality to an important occasion,
ané I saw no reason to disagree. Zven 1T there had been no formal
signed agreement, I am of course certain that - as on so many other
occasions in the past -~ termsegreed ovetween the Sritish and
Gibralter Governmentis would have been fully honoured by botih sides

HOX P J ISCLA:

Mr Speaker, why was 1t necessary on this particular occasion? 3Surely
there have been some very important agreements made between the
British Government andé the Gibralter Government, on the right of
determination, on a whole rumber of vitally important issues for
future, ané the Eritish Government has never thouzht 1t nescessary
make it before the occasion for a formal agreement in writing. Do
this mean that, in future, agreements between the *rltlsh and
Gibraltar Governments will have to be reduced to writing?

T

ct (D
D k7O

1
1€
to
s

HOI CEIXPF KWINKISTER:

I don't know whether any other agreements in future will be so; 11
was aone in this case, and the reasons I heve given maeke it perfectly
clear that there was no sinister motive, if I may say so. I noticed,
in onc or itwo areas of our negotiations, it looked as if they were
treating with a less colonial Gibraltar tharn would have been the case
otherwise, when the Secretary of State himsell came down to sign the
agreerient. )
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HON P J IgOlA:

But has this not got the implication and the danger, Mr Speaker,
that it is not a‘dependent territory signing for which Her
Majesty's Government is responsible beth eccnomically, defence
anada foreign alfairs; but is giving the impression that it is
two almost sovereign nations signing an agreement putting a
much greater load on Gibraltar for the fuiure?

HON CHIER NITIISTER:

Koy, I rather see it the other w
that the Foreign Secretary himsel

with the Chief Hinister of Gibrali r, anc 1 see no sinister
rotive at all. All the areas that are covered in the agreement
were incluced in an exchange of lettsrs btetween ir Ian Stewart
ané myself, but of course he could not commit his CGovernment
and I cculd not commit the Government either. Hon Xewbers will
see that the agreement wes signec and that the terys of this
agreemrent state 1t will be recommended by the whch ¥inister to
the Gibraltar House of Assembly.

I feel much prouder to say

Ve
f wanted to sign an agreement
ta
4.
L

&.
o
b
a
o

HON J BOSSAXNC:

Kr Speaxer, I take it that noiwithstanding the facti that this
is all part of an agreement which invclves commer01allsation,
the fact that cne part of the agreement is net implemented does
not invalidate the other part. 4Am I correct? I sm referring
to the question, at the time of itze Suaberv“,, that I asked on
the trsnsfer of land, which the Chief Iiinister subseguently

u
corrected by saying thet it was not conditicnal on the question
of comrercislisation.

HO:¥ CEISE MILKISTZER:

Which transfer of land?

HOX J BOSSANC:

The Hon kend

er will recall, when he announcec¢ to the House the
vackage, I ra ol
t
D

s the ouest*on of lande. %het 1 an saying is

1i true to sey that, in spite of the fgel that it
ratsd in one agreement, the fulfilnment of the
establishment of a commercial yard is not e necessary pre-
conditior of the fulfilment of clause 12 of the transfer of
land I tzke 1it%

that it is st
is all incor

HON CHIEF LIBISTER:

anc I view

Lo, I entirely suree. The two areas connected with 1
15 r as clause

as separdtc and valid in themele vese Indeed, insoia
12 is concerned, T diu anncunce, I think, gt the lLast meeting
that we hac made excellent »nrogress and 1t hes not yet been

1 5 1 s golng to

cig"‘ed by the Secretary of otate, but 1t appear

I'E ( 3
sipn in the course of the next few dsys; so that ls clause 12,
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and theré has been no commercialigation yet. Anyhow, I entirely
acree that the sites that were negotiated for the benefit of
Gibraltar, the prime sites, those parts of the package I would say
come to us anyhow. '

HON J BOSSANO:

I would now like, Mr Speaker, perhaps to ask the Chief Minister on
the new information that he has made available to the House about
the failure ot the prospective nanagers to reach any agreement with
the workforce. Does the Chief kinister accept that, if no agreement
is reached, it justifies the WMinistry of Defence running cown the
Dockyard earlier? -

HOW CHIEF MIWISTX

j2¢]

Yiell, yes and no. I do not think it would be to ithe detriment of
the iabour force employed up to the end of 1984. It may well be
that people will be mace redundant and will be paic off whilst the
Lockyard is closed; that is g different matter. I think I ought to
resd that sentence again because it is important, and it has been,
of course very clearly studiec an¢ cleared with those who are
responsiple: "I regret to say that I am infcormea that, unless
sgreerent can be reached very soon on'going ahead with commercial-
igsation, the first full redundancy notices will have to be issued
very early in 1984, ¥agval ship repsir work would have to cease not
later than Asugust, 198, but more probably in Juns, when it would

be necessary to start paying -off the workforce on & gracual besis.
The naval yarc would then finslly close on 31 Decenmber, 1934. There
would be no commercial yzrd - or anything else - to replace 1t and
the naval work which has been earmarked for Gibraltar", etc. The
point made there is that, unless something else is happening in the
Dockyard which is in respect of commercialisation, you cannot just
work the Dockyard fully until the end of the year and close it as
shop. You have got to gradually tring down the work in order that,
come the end of 1G68L, if there is nothing to surstitute 1t, there
will be just the bare Lockyard: all ships which may have been there
Tor repairs have left, and that wculd be as bed a desolation as is
described in this morning's Chronicle on what has happened to
Chatham, by one of our local correspondents in the United ¥Xingdom.
So that is the way that has been put to us, and thet is that:

unless sctivity is going on to Jjustify other activity, they have

to think in terms of closing the Dockyard and having nothing in

its place.

vl

HON MAJOkR R J PELIZ

e

»
.

Ir Speaker, wouldn't the Chief liinister agree that ancther way of
looking at the signoture of this agreement - which for the first
time, to my knowleage, has been necessary between the Government of

the UK an¢ the Gibraltar Government - is thst this is psrt dis-
engagement of the British Government economically Irom Glbral@ar,
ana they want to make absolutely sure that when the Chief itinister

accepted this, he knew what he was doin. anu ithat he appended his
sigznoture to it.
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HON CHIEJ KINISTHR:

I can hd#dlv consider that disengagement, 1f you refer to the
last paragravh. of the agreement which says: "“Future economic
assistance. If there are future difficulties for the economy,
Her Najesty's Government will be vrennrea, in line with the
policy of supporting Gibraltar curing the present restrictions,
to look @t the whole economic andg oudgetary situation with a
view to considering whether, and i7 so what, Turther measures
of support will be necessary or justiTiavle in the circum-
stances of the time". I think, with the greatest respect,
that this is a reaffirmation of RBritish commitment to
Gibraltar, anc¢ I am proud to have put my signature to that
document.

HOH MA4JCE R J PZLIZA:

In view of the difficulties that the Governmenti, in fact,
experienced in getting the support and sustain 2id oezore the
actual acceptance of the closure of the Dockyard, doesn't it
put in guestion the whole attitude of the British Government
with regerd to the future conseguences of the closure of the
Dockyard?

o

HOI¥ CHIxEF MINISTAk:

Ho. Therse is a question here by Kr Bossano, ¥c. 491, abcout the
question of further measurss of unnort, cn this point, and to
which I have z reply. I woulé be enticipating, but my answer
to that one now is definitely no, it shows a continuing effect
I would never have interpreted that, not in the swirit in which

prRS

the negotistions were carried out both at my first meeting with
the Prime Kinister, with iir Ian 3tewsrt here, and subseguently
with the Porsign Secretary and the second neeting of the Prime

¥inister. I would rot heve interpreted thst at 2ll., 3ut if
it was necessary to ratily itk in terms of the wriiten agree-
ment, I think paragraph 17 is sufficient procl inat
conuﬂnulvw commitment is reaffirmed in an sgreement. L'e have
not hadé any agreement about support signed by eny nidister

before, now we hava one,.

a

[ L
i
3k

T
u

EON KAJOR R J PELIZA:

Nr Speaker, coesn't the Chief Minister sgree that 1L, as a
result of all the stuanles thst & peen carrisc out, the
[0

possibility of the Dockyard being viable was more, I think, in
favour of peing so than in not being sc, dossn't the Chiefl
Kinister sgree that in the light oi' the reportis that we have
has¢, or ihe ubu,emen*b tlrat he himself has said, bsfore he
actually agrezeu about the pogsible cutastronhic eflect on
Gibraitar if the Jobuyrr closed, that all thesc assurances
given are not reszlly all thet reliable, in itle sence that . +

KR SPLARIR @

m afvald that i¢ e couwpletely hyvothetical guestion,

Order. L
& asking Lor assurances,

a
ana you 1€
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, I said doesn't he agree - in the light of all the-
things that have happened, the fact that the viability of
commercialisation is not as reliable as we woula like to see it
in this House - that all the assurances that are being given of
supporting and sustaining Gibraltar is going to leave Gibraltar
more or less at leisure in the future . « « «

HON CHIEF MIKIGTER:

It is extraordinary that the man who was instrumental, well with
the help of the Hon Lr Bossano, for starting inte gratlon in
Gibraltar, shoulc always be so suspicious of the country with
which he wanted to in gldte.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, if I may be sllowec to answer that statement, it is
precisely the position that we want to get the British Government
so that they could not disengage economically as they are coing
now.

KE SPEAXZR:

We are debating now.

HOoN P J ISOLA:

kr Speaker, could I asx 1f paragraph 17 of this agreement is not

in fact open 1o the interpretation, which could be very damaging
for the future of Gibraltar, thst if the present restrictions are
in fact lifted by the time the commercialisation project fails -
which woulé be in four years' time - the British Government will
not hsve a commitment to support Gibraltsr becsuse the restrictions
will not be there? Does not that paragraph reguire some clarifica-
tion?

HON CHIZF MIMISTEZR:

No, it is naturally expected from the Leader of the Opposition,
against the gaﬂna&e that I obtained. This has nothing whatever
to do with the restrictions; it is & parallel commiiment, in line
with the policy of supporting Gibreltar through these present
restrictions. The way it is meant, ano Y have no resson to
believe otherwise, was in respect of the restrictions you have
the policy of support ana sustain. In resvect of the Dockyard,
i there are any future difficulties for the econocmy in the
context of thnis agreement, then the GOVCPHLEUu - in the same way
as they heve dore it with support and sustein in respect of the
restrictions ~ wild look at the wholﬁ egconomic anu budgetary
situation witlr a view to consicering whether and i so whaf
fuarther messures. 3o, really, this iz & reiterstion of the
supvort and sustain policy of the Government in respect of the
restrictions aprlieu to the closure of the Naval Dociyard.
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HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, the Hon and Learned Chief Minister will have
noticed that the word 'sustain' is left out from that
paragraph 17.

HCN CHIXF MINISTER:

Yes it is, but it is in line with the policy of support.
KR SPEAKER:

Ve must not anticipate the next guestion. Next question.
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6.12.83

—

NO. L75 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON J BO3SANO

i
;
1

Since Messrs ¥Wilks and Belch saic in the recent television discus-
sion that they saw no reason for their revort not bveing public will
Government consider publication of this particular report?

ANSHER

THY HON TES CHIZF KIWISTHER

Answered together with Question No. 476 of 1983.
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) 6.12.83
NO. L76 OF 1983 ORAL
THEEX HCON J BO33ANO

: .
In view of the fact that the conclusions summarised at the begin-
ning of the Casey Report contains nothing of a commercial nature
will Government at this stage make 1t public?

THZ HON THY CHI#RF MINISTIR
Mr Speaker, the Government's position on the question of the

publication of those reports has already been made clear and has
not changede.

SUPPLIKZNTARY TO QUZSTION ¥28, L75 AXD L76 OF 1683

HON J BOSSANO:

So, Mr Speaker, the Government is not prepasreé to teke the advice
of its consultants on this particular issue. Is that g fact?

MR SPHEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12,83
NO. L77 OF 1983 ORAL
. THE HON J_BOSSANO

Will the land and assets of the Naval Dockyard be handed over to the
Gibraltar Government whether the commercialisation project proceeds
or not?

ANSWER
THZ HON THE CHI®F MINTSTER

Sir, as stated in paragraph 6 of the Agreement which I have tabled
in replying to Question No. L73:

"Dockyard land and assets for the new commercial enter-
prise will be transferred free of charge to the Govern-
ment of Gibraltar".

When we concluded our negotiations with the British Government in
July we did not envisage commercialisation not going ahead and the
alternative proposed in the guestion did not therefore arisé. We .

remain of the view that commercialisation should most certainly go _
ahead. :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L77 OF 1983 S
HON J BOSSANO:

I accept entirely that that is the Government's view, Mr Speaker,

but what I am saying is 1f the transfer of the land conditional on
commercialisation actually taking place, or i1s the British Govern-

ment view that if whoever happens to be the Gibrdltar Government

in the near future no longer wishes commercialisation to go ahead,

they will still be given the land and assets of the Dockyard whether :
they want it or not? Which of the two 1s it? i

HON CHIEF MINISTER: '

"I think this question is a hypothetical one.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is it a hypothetical question because the Hon Member doesn't know
the answer or because he doesn't want to answer 1it?

HON CHIEP MINISTER: B

Neither because I don't know or because I don't want because it is
hypothetical and I don't answer hypothetical questions.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, given the Chief NMinister's supplementary informatiog to
the effect that Government proposes to continue with commercialisa-
tion despite the difficulties encountered so far, what measures does

Government propose to take to ensure that the works necessary for
commercialisation will commence and be completed DYy « ¢ o o o
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HON A J HAYNES:

MR SPEAKER:

With due réspect, how does this question arise from the question
that we are being asked? .

<
\

Mr Speaker, if we are talking about the handing over of land we

are talking about the continuation of the project. In the same

way that Mr Bossano has been concerned to know whether the land

will be handed over if another Government takes another view on
commercialisation, my view is, is the Government going to go

ahead with the tranche of land, Mr Speaker, which of itself requires
the re-modernisation which we have been informed of in previous
meeting, and I want to know whether the Chief Minister is going

to go ahead with that despite the difficulties encountered or no?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It is very clear, Mr Speaker, that we all know the conditions
under which the £28m are coming in, and it implies a commercial
dockyard, and it implies an agreement with the workforce, and n
so on, If they do not happen, I have indicated in Question . #
Wo. 473 what will happen. e

HON A J HAYNES:

Will the Chief Minister make a statement as to the action that -
he will take in the event of non-cooperation from the unions

within & given period of time?

MR SPEAKER:

No, you have asked that question three times already. Next

- question.
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6.,12.8%
NO. L78 OF 1983 ORAL
THY HOK J BOSSANO

Yihen wili the land and assets of the Naval Dockyard be handed over
to the Gibraltar Government?

ANSWER

THE HON THY CHISEF MINISTZIER

Sir, it is expected ‘that the land ané assets of the Kaval Dockyard
will be handea over to the Gibraltar Government on the lst January,
1985,
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6.12083
NO. 479 OF 1983 - ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANQ

i

Can Goveﬁnment state whether the MOD houses intendeu for the LO or
50 expatriate managers that the Gibralter Shiprepair Ltd intends to
recruit would be covered by the sgreement on Crown Lands recently

made public?
ANSVET

THZ HON THZ CHIAF MIRISTER

No, Sir. As the Hon Fember will see when he reads the Agreement
referred to in my answsr to Guestion No. L73, ana if the Hon Nember
will look at paragraph 10 of the Agreement, he will see that the
¥inistry of Defence will provide L6 houses or apartments, for use

by mansgement staff of the new commercial dockyard, on 3-year leases.
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6.12‘83
NO. L8O OF 1983

ORAL
THE HON P J IS0LA

Sir, can Government state whether any progress has been made in the
appointment oif a Chairman for the Gibraltar Broadacasting Corporation
ana give cetsils of any other persons that have been approached for
the post of Chairman since the last meeting of the House?

ANSVIER

TEZ HON THZE CHINF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 481 of 1983.
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6.12.83
NO. U481 OF 1983 ORAL

THZ HON P J ISOLA

Sir, can Government state why GBC has found it necessary to advertise
for a Secretary for the Board of GBC and could not such Board have
been serviced by an existing member of the staff of GRC?

ANSWER

THS HOLi TEZ CHIEF MINISTHER

I must express some surprise at these guestions since I explained
the position fully in reply to Question No. 375 and supplementaries
on 18 Cctover. I will, however, re-state the position.

The work of the Chairwan anc of the Board generally has increased
considerably over the years anc¢ it is the extent of the commitment
involved that has been one of the main reasons, if not the main
reason, why persons who have been offered the aopointment have
declined it. Consideration has been given to uay“ng an honorarium
to the Chalrman but the Government has decided against this, mainly
on the grounds that membershiv of Government RBoards and Committees
is considered, and in my view, should continue to be considered as
service rendered by public spirited persons without financial reward.
If this principle were not to be observed in this case, it might be
gifficult to adhere to it in others.

The Beoard accordingly suggested that the best way of overcoming the
difficulty would be to make use of the provision ccontained in the
Crdinence snd¢ appoint & pald part-time Secretary who would lighten
the workload of the Chairman and, indeed, oi the mempers of the
Board as well. The Secretary will be responsitle to the EBoard and
independent of management though obviously meintaining regular
frequent contact with the latter.

It is the view of the Board, which I shere, ikat once a Secretary

has been appointea, it should be easier to find a person willing to
take on trke Chairmanship.

SUPPLELENTARY TC gUSSTION HWOS, LB8C AWD L81 OF 1683

HON P J ISOLA:

Nr Speaker, why cannot a member of the staff of GBC, which is costing
the taxpayers a very substantial amount of money, be transferred to
service ihe Board as a pald part-time Secretary and thus prevent a
preatcr ourq.“ on public funds? Voula not, in fact, the amount being
palu to a Secretary if recruited, be grester than the sort of
honorarium that should be paid to a Chairmsn and are we not doing the
same thing in a cifferent way?
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HON CHISEFK MIRISTHR:

Certainly nct. I envisage that the part-time Secretary, efficient
and able 'to service an independent Roard, would cost less than an
honorarium ito a strong Chairman, If you gave him very little, it
might appcar to be MLHlmlSlpg the importance of his job; and if
you gave him too much, it woula be more than the a°cretary. This
is the view of the Board - ana I share it fully; a very satis-
factory way out of the heavy burden. It should be stressed, the
Boara must be separate from the administration if the independence
of television is to be maintained.

HON P J ISOQOLA:
Yihich administration?

HON CHIEF WIWISTHER

Of GBC, from which the Fon kember was saying the member should be
recruited.

HOK P J ISCLa:

But, hr Speaker, isn't the 3Bcard s@t up to run G307 Are they in
conflict with the management of GRC

HON CHIZF KINISTER

They are not in corflict, but they heve very wide sowers that they
have to exercise almost every day. You Just canrot find anybody
Who will ¢o that on an honorsasry bzsis, anéd it has been gifficult
to find evern a Chailrman - ever if we were to psy on=s. There is
specific provision in the Ordinance, which hss nothing to do with
the question of {tne management, that trhe Bos mey arppoint a
Secretary. 1t hss to be remembhered thst, f the zarly years of
GBC, there wsre managlng agents which were running G2C. That has
ceased, andG tnareiore there is & gap in the cornuection between

the Bozrd snd the administration.
entirely in sgreenent with the idea
the Crdinsnce that the Board meay &p

The Eoard thﬁnks ~ gne I an
- thet s provision in

t vroint = , end& that
this is the best way of achieving what we all wa which is an

efficient and well-run GBC.

HOR P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is there not a mansager of G3C today, appolinted at very
great public expence, at a very high salary inaeed, in fact, a
higher salsry thar trhe Commissioner of Income Tax, and should not
that person ne, if necessary. Pecrvetary to the Roard? Should the
Governmeni not encoura #c a eltuetion under whrich the 5oard'"o“kc
with managemxmcont ol G?J hut doues ol act s a check on the man pe—
ment of G.0% Ts it not in the public intewest that the Bcorgt

of the Foard to he appointec chould be & memoer of the stalf oﬁ
GRC, who are all resnonsible to their encgloysrs, GF0, who are 1n

turn heavily subsidised by the taxpayer?
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HON CHIXE MINISTER:

The gammJLmanagement of GBC's functions are completely different to
servicing the Board which has to ensure the proper management of the
statutory powers vested in 1t. That is why there has to be a
difference.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaken I cannot uderstand that answer. Is not the manager the
employee of GBC and therefore G2C, since the mansgement consults
them - I know the Chief kinister is reading the Ordinance: it won't
help him because the Crdinance talks of managging agents and lots of
things that no longer exist. That is another plece of legislation
that ourht to attract the attention of my Friend the Hon snd Learned
Attorney-General.

HON CHIZF MIKISTER:

"Bstablishment and constitution of the Corporation" says the Ordinance,
"For the purvoses of this Ordirance there is hereby established a
Corporation to be called the Gibreltsr Broadcesting Corporation. The
operations of the Corporation shall, subject to the vrovisions or this
Ordinance, be controlled and governed by a Board which shall consist
of a Chairman and not more than nines other memrbers of whom the Chair-
man ané not more than seven members shall be appointed by the Governor
by rotice in the Gazette, ana two members, who shall be advisory only
and shall have no votes in the proceedings of the ZBoaré, shall be
appointed by the ianaging 4Agents'. That 1s no lonrnger so; they were
the people who were doing the work. "The RBoaré may appoint a
Secretary of the Corporation". That is seperate from the management.

HON P J ISOLA:

I know, Kr Speaker. Can I ask the Chief Ninister, that Ordinance
which is out-of-date, referred to Manzging iAgents. That hsas dis-
appeared; the Government 1s now paying for a man to be larnager of
that Corporation at a very high salary indeed -~ I think it is £2G,CC0
a year or something like that - anéd what I &m saying is, csnnot the
Board appoint him as Secretary? Let him service the Boazrd, as is
done in s lot of Government Committees where the Zxecutive Cfficer of
the RBoard is a very higzh eXecutive in that Department, instead of
incurrin: still more expense on a Corporation that already costs the
taxpayer up to 31lst ¥arch, 1983, £698,000-0ad?

ECi CHIEX KINISTER:
The General kanager of GBC is not the executlive of the Board.

HCOM P J IS0La

se

He has no function then, kr Speaker, thst is all 1 can say. I don't
know what he is cvolng there.

MR SPaAs Al

Mext question.
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6.12.83
NO. L82 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Can Government state whether existing directions from the Governor-
in-Council to the Gibraltar Broadcasiing Corporation preclude acvert-
ising by the Zuropean kovement in support of their campaign to
procure for Gibraltarians the right to vole for a kKember in the
European Parliament and if so will Government amend their directions?

ANSVS

e proatom .

TH: HON TEA CHISE NINISTIER

Sir, the directions do not preclude acdvertising by the Zuropean
Ilovement.

SUPPLANSTARY TO QUESTICN NCO. L82 OF 1983

HON P J ISOLA:
I thank the Hon end Learned Chief Minister for that answer because
it clarifies the problem that has arisen curing the recent signaturs

collection campaign of the JAuropean kovement which was obrought to my
riotice.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO. L83 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON ® J TI30LA

Can Government explain how it is the cost of films put on Gibralter
television has gone up and yet there are a great nurber of repeat
and old films shown on the screen?

ANSVWER

THY HON THE CHIXEF NINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 485 anc U486 of 1983.
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6.12.83
NO. L84 OF 1983 : ORAL
THE HON P J ISOLA

Will Government make a statement in relation to the accounts of

Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation up to 31st March, 1983, which
reveal an operating deficit of £698,0L5 and has Government made

any proposal to ensure that the Corporation coes not continue to
be such a burden on public funds?

ANSWER

THY HON THZ CHISF MINISTIR

Sir, the Government advised GBC that the subsidy sought for 1983/8L
would be reduced by £1C0,000. GEC has announced the measures which
they hgve taken in order to operate within the reduced budget. The
subvention is being increased in order to offset the decrease in
estimated revenue from savertising.

SUPPLENZNTARY T0 QUZSTICN NO. 48L OF 1983

HON P J ISClA:

¥r Speaker, is that all the Government has to say about the
operating deficit; it has reduced the subsidy to GBC by £100,000,
that is 21179

HON CHIZF MNINISTER:

Well, we have reducec it, and in fact it has heen very cdifficult
for them, I don't know whether 1t has bpeen answered, or there is
annother guestion about broadcesting outside and so on - it has
been haréa to cut their budget. The Treasury have given them
advice how best to do it, to the extent that they can with regard
to financial xnow-how, tut they produced their estimates and we
have reduced them by £10C,C00, which they could hardly bear.
They hsve been maxing every effort to try and kXeep them in the
parameters of that, ezcept thst since their proposec estimates
were procuced to the Government, the expected receipt from
advertising has unfortunastely gone down.

HON P J ISOILA:

Is the Chief Minister not sware that the economies that are being
maae have been st the expense entirely of the viewer: the outside
broadcasting of political matters and interviews, all that has
gone on - although one gets just a few seconcus; sport has been
cut almost entirely; repeat films have been procuced; week-end
television has been taken off. =Zvery single economy done by GBC
has be<n at the expense of the viewer and none zt the expense of
the official administration ana running oi the Corporation. On
the contrary, we are now going to have a Secretary as well paild
from public funds.
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HON CHI=ZF MINISTER:

Perhaps the Secretary may be able to help the Board in trying
to make economies from the management side.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.83
NO. L85 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

Can Government explain the position in relation to the sum of
£15,170 paid by GBC for research marketing and consultancy work
and what dic this in Tact involve?

ANSWIR

THZ HON THZ CHIZF MINISTHR

Answered together with Question Nos. 483 and 486 of 1983.
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: 6.12.83%
NO. U486 OF 1983 ORAL
TH2 HON P J ISOLA

How is it that the costs of outside broadcasting by GBC has increased
and yet there has been a dramatic cut in the broadcasting of sport by
GBC and does Government consider that the Corporation have got their
priorities right?

ANSWER
THE _HON THZ CHIZF MINISTER

Sir, as the House will be aware, Section 8(3) of the Gibraltar Brosd-
casting Ordinance provides that, subject to any directions of the
Governor~in-Council, the Boara shall be respvonsible for the poiicy

to be adopted by the Corporation in the provision of radio and
television services.

While I consider it appropriate to answer questions on the appoint-
ment of a Chairman and Secretary, wnlch I have just done, on matters
arising out of the Governor-in-Council's directions, Whlch I have
also done, and on the overall financial allocation (¥o. L84), I think
there is a danger that, i1f the Government were to take it upon them-
selves to answer in tbls House for matters of detail, the Government
might seem to be interfering with the running of the Corporation and
encroaching on the Board's responsibility.

I therefore think it would be preferable if the Hon and Learned
“Leader of the Opposition were to seek the answer to this question,
as well as to.Question No. 485, on market resesrch, and Xo. L86 the
broadcasting of sport, direct from the Roard ratuer tnan from the
Government.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 483, L85 AND 486 OF 1983

HON P J ISOLA:

Does the Government not accent some responsibility in this in view

of the fsct that the Hon and Learned Chisl Kinister nhss traditionally
answered all guestions ana gueries on GBC, and rigntly so, &r Speaker,
because of ithe enormcus amount of public funds that this House commits
to the running of this Corporstion? Does the Government not agree
that the Hon ana Learned Chief Kinister in his capacity as Minister
for Information should, when these questions are asked, collate the
information so that the Fouse may know how the monies that it votes
are being spent?

HON CHIEP MIWISTER:

While it is true that the Government has previously answered questions
of detail relating to the GRBRC, sometimes very reluctantly, I am of the
view that - for the reasons ihst I have given - we have to try and
curtall rather than extend the areas of these questions. The Govern-
ment should certainly hasve a say, by way of consultation with the
Board, but would not impose its 1"111 onn tne aam1nlstratlon of the
Corporation ana is accordingly not answerable for the Corporation in
this House except on major issues. In details, the Government does
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2e

not want to be a post office for the Opposition. If the Cpposi-~
tion have any queries in respect of the wey in which 1t is run,
and¢ they !address the Corporation, and they do not get reasonable
answers - J won't say satisfactory because sometimes you write a
letter and you do not get a satisfactory answer - but if they
then consider that the Board is acting unreasonably in dealing
with their oqueries, I woulc be quite happy to loox into it. Eut,
I do not want to be the post office for minor matters, in this
House, for the Corvoration's cuties.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is it not a fact that the Chief Minister is not being
a post office for the Corporation? Is it not s fact that the
Chief kinister should be greatly concerred himself at the problems
that seem to arise wiih this Corporation, at the enormous amount
of public funds that are voted by this House for this, and does
he not think it appropriate that 1t is in this Feouse that
questions with regerd to these Funds should be answered - and
not by correspondence between GBC and kembters of this side of

the House, as if GBC was an independent Corporation, which it
clearly can never be so long as it relies so heevily on public
funds and public subsidisation?

HON CEIEF KIRISTER:

Precisely because 1t relies so heavily on public funds, one has
to be doubly careful not to attemvt to throw one's weight and
alter the neat balance of its independernce. I am concernead
about the cost oFf G2C, and 1 answer generally guestions of
substance connected with GBC as I have done tocsy. 232ut in the
deteiled matters, I think we must msintain the Corporation's
independence in that way. '

MR SPEAXER:

Next guestion.
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6.12.83
[ NO, L87 OF 1983 ORAL
‘ ’ PHE HON G T RISTANO

Will Govérnment state what is its policy with regard to advertising
of official notices in the local news media?

THT HON THE CHISF MINTISTZ

Government uses its judgement in deciding whether it will get value
for money in each particular case and also tskes into account the
extent to which a particular publication is of a general 'news value"
as opposed to acting as the organ of a political party.

SUPPLEMENTARY 70 QUESTION NO. L87 OF 1983
HON P J ISOLA: ‘

Mr Speaker, who makes the judgement as to what is or what is not the
organ of a political party, the kKinister for Information?

HCKF CHIZF NINISTHR:

Yes, in conjunction with his advisers.

HON P J ISOQOLA:

Is the Hon and Learned Chief Minister aware of the dangers of leaving
it to a politician to make that Jjudgement, in view of the fact that
it is well known that certain newspapers thet get acdvertising supvort
a particular political party in Gibraltar although, possibly, with
far more ciscretion than others? ~

HON CEIEF KINISTER:

I am talking of party political organs and not papers of general
circulation. '

HON P J ISOLA:
Mr Speaker, cen the Hon and Learned Chief Minister state the
principles upon which this is deciced? Eas it not occurred recently,

in the case of one particular newspaper, is this not the first time
that this has occurred in this newspaper and one other one?

HON CHIZF WMIKNISTER:

No, it is not. There are three party organs.

HOMN P J ISOLA:

. Mr Speaker, the best advice the Hon ana Learned Chief Minis?er can
give to newspapers - if they want Government acvertising - 1s to

hide their political feelings, and that way they get advertising from

the Governmant?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I think you could not hide the political bias of scme papers if
you tried.

HON P J ISOLA:
Mr Speaker, that may well be so; but equally, if could be sald of
other newspapers, where the bias is very clear for all who want

to see 1t clearly. Will those papers be deprived of their
advertising, ¥r Speaxer, even if they support the party in power?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I woncer how much of those papers do ﬁubliéh criticism of the

Government, for T am sure the party organ never publishes any
criticism of themselves.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Wouldn't it be better, kr Spesker, vperhans for those papers who
are claiming that they are not organs, to charge the name?

HON CHIZF RINISTER:
That is a matter for the psper; it has nothing to ¢o with me,

HCIT MAJOR R J.2PBLIZA:
Wouldn't the Chi ister say that, if it wes rot so publicly

D
said that it is s party organ, then the Governmeat would be
considering it?

HON CHIER NIFIESTER:

But it is not a party organ, ycu can say what you like.

HOHN kAJOR R J PZLIZA:

Does the Chief liinister say, therefore, that if the judgement of
himself, and this Committee thet he has, that tnere are papers
in Gibraltar who do not call themselves party org and they

]
have actually been working for a particular pavty ever since they
started printing?

HCH CHIZF NINISTER:
That is not my view of the situation., There zre papers that may

or may not favour a particulasr pariy; others ure on¢J published
to run down all the other meople snd put themselves up in the sky.

HON KAJOk R J PELIZEL:

Isn't it & fact that the other papers have dene precisely the
opposite all the time? '
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HON P J ISOLA:
Mr Speaker, can I ask the Chief Minister, is 1t not a fact that,
very busy as he is, he finds time nearly every aaturday morning to

visit the premises of a partlculnr newspaper, and is this a purely
soclal visit?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes, not only on Saturdays but whenever I can, because I am very
friendly with the editor. I make no apologies, ané he makes no
apologies; but he exercises his discretion and he writes a lot of
stuff that I do not like - and I never tell him, becsuse it is a
free paper.

HOW P J ISOLA:

Does that mean, Mr Speaker, if the paper in question writesa bit
of stuff that he likes then it is alright?

HON CEIEF MIKISTER:
That is a different guestion.

HON A J HAYNES:

Has the Chief Minister ever subscribed or ccntrolled the articles
that come out in the Post?

HON CHIZF M;NISTER:

No,'the snswer 1s no.

HON A & HAYN=S:

Ours 1s the only paper with a political bias it seems, Mr Speaker.
MR SPLAKZR:

Are you asking a question?

HON A J HAYNES:

¥r Speaker, has the Chief XNinister ever been famlll with the
principles of natural Jjustice?

KR SPIAKER:

No, order., Next question
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6.12.83
NO. 488 QF 1983 ORAL
THE HON G T KHWSTANO

Has Government any information as to how security at EM Dockyard
was breasched when unauthorised foreigners were allegealy taken in
and shown around there?

ANSVWER

THE HON THE ATTCRNIY~-GENZIRAL

Mr Speaker, as the inciaent occurred entirely on ¥NOD property it
would not be appropriate to comment other than to state that the
suthorities concerneé have taken all action necessary 1n the
circumstances.

SUPPLZMANTARY TO gQUSTION NO, L88 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

¥r Speaker, it is confirmed therefore that this incident hseppened.
%as this incident not perpetratea by an employee of the Government?

HON ATTCRRNRY-GENZRAL:

I would not use the word 'perpetrated' in any event, kr Speaxer, it
was not a guestion of perpetration, it was a question or inadvertence.
There was not an employee of the Gibraltar Government involved. Wwhen
the Gibraltar Police became aware of the matter, because I think some-

body made representations to them, they referred the people to the
Ministry of Defence. It is a kinistry of Defence matter.

HON G T RESTANOC:

So this incident was not carried out insdvertently by a Government
employee?

HON ATTORLZY ~-GENERAL:

Kot by a Gibraltar Government employee, noc.

MR SPHRAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.8%
NO. LB8Y OW 1983 ORAL
THE MON J BOS3ANO

Can Government confirm that expatriate managers ana supervisors in
the employment of Gibraltar Shlprepair Ltd will receive salaries
higher than parity while native workers in the employment of the
same company will be paid lower than parity wages?

THE HON TITS FINANCIAL AND DIVELOPNINT SECRITARY

Mr Speaker, the Government understands that wages for employees in
the new commercial yard will initially be set around the prevailing
UK parity levels. Furthermore, the basic wages and salaries will be
the same for both expatriste anc local employees, whether managerial
or incustrial.

SUPPLEVENTARY TO QUESTION FO. LS89 OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

So the internationally determined wages for expatrialtes referred to
in the project study are no longer being achereéc fto. Is that the
case?

HON FINAKCIAL AND DEVELOPKZINT SECRZTARY:

I am not guite sure what lies beyond the Hon Member's supplementary
gquestion., If he means that the earnings .of exvatristes may be higher
than those of locally employed labour, that is not a gquestion which I
am guite prepared to answer, Lkr Speaker. Is that what he means?

HON J BOSSANO:

Ko, I do not mean that, Mr Speaker. What I am saying is that
according to the printed information in the project study vroduced
in May, 1983, which we are told is the latest definitive document on
wages anc salarifs, it says that expatriate mansgers and supervisors
will be pald a salary which is the international going rate. Am I
to understand that that policy has ncw been changed?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNENT SECRETARY:
Mr Speaker, the basic wages and salaries will be the same for both

expatrlate and local employees, nhet“er manegerial or industrizl.
That is my answer to his question.

HOX J BOSSAX0:

Is the Hon Member aware then that, in the project study, the intention
was to pay expatriate managers and supervisors more than locally
entercd workers?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMSNT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, agsin as I have said in answer to earlier qguestions
by the Hon Nember, there have been many projections made, I am
giving him the latest information I have, based on information
which is being passed to us by A & P Appledore.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member has said in answer to an earlier
question, that the latest information on pay and conditions
was the information upon which the projections had been made.
When I asked him, Kr Speaker, whether the Fon l.erher could
confirm that for locally entered workers it was intended to
pay people time anc a half for work on Sundays in Karch this
Year, he saic he was unawere of what was intended in March
this year, he was aware of what wes intended in Kay this year.
I am now asking him, was he aware that in May this year it was
the intention to pay expatriste managers rates of pay which
are described, not as parity with UK, but as internationally
determined rates of pay and, consenue“,ly, obviously not
linked to parity? Is he aware of that?

HON FINAKCIAL AXND DEVIELOPMINT 3ZCRETARY:

Kr Speaker, I must confess thset the phrase 'internstiocnally
approved rates' is not one which resides in my memory from my
reading ol the report.

HOI¥ J BOSBAKO:

Can the Hon ¥emcer say, when the policy was ceciced, that
locally entered mansgers anc supervisors anc UK recruited
managers and supervisors would be on the same basic rates

of pay?

HON FINAICIAL AI'D DEVELOPMINT G

0
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ir Speaker, I canrot say with any precision. I hsve given the
Hon lKember what I think 1s en honest and fai 1 snewer to his
question, which is that the basic wages anc ssleries will be

o}

M m

the seme for both expatriate and locel emnloyees, whether.
managerisl or incdustrial. ‘hether there may at some time have
been some c¢ifferent intention is a matter which seems to be
irreievant; what I am stating now, and it will be on the
record, is the one which I think the nous= sheculd 1lstch onto
for future reference. -

ok O ® ct K

HOKN J BOSSBANC:

Is this a matter of Government policy or a matter that has been
decided by A & P Appledore themselves?

HON FINARCIAL ARND DxVALOPHEERT SHCRETARY:

It is that which has been decided by A & P Apvledore, lr Speaker,
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6.12.83
NO. L9O OF 1983 ORAL
THE HON J_BOSSANO

In the light of the statement made by the Financial and Development
Secretary in the July meeting of the House of Assembly, can Govern-
ment state when it first found out that the use of the word "supprort"
in the 1981 Defence White Paper implied a commitment to grant-in-aid
and was qualitatively different from the use of the words "sustain
and support", implying development aid used in connection with the
border restrictions?

ANSWER

THE HON TES CHIEF hI“ISTgR

Sir, the word “supoort” as distinct trom "sunport and sustain" can
be interpreted in different wsys aepending on the circumstances. In
the July meeting, the Financial and Development Sscretary was not
suggesting that the word "“support" necessarily implied a de Tfacto
commitment to grant-in-aid. He pointed out that thsre was a risk of
Gibraltar becoming grant-aided and that HEG could have considered
that situation as fulfilling its obligstion in the June 1981 Lefernce
White Paver. The crux of the matter is that under the obligation to
"support" the economy, EKG has agreed to provide up to £28m for
commerciglisstion, as opposed to some other amount for grant-in-asid.

SUPPLEMINTARY TC QUESTION X0, L90 OF 1983

HCIN J BOSSANOC:

Is the Chief ¥Minister then saying, in fact, that no particular
significance should be sttached to the omission of the word "sustain"
in the 1981 Defence ¥hite Paper?

HON CFIUF EIRISTER:

No, I hope that that became clear in my earlier answers about support
and sustain, which was & policy which wes developed in the iizht of
the Spanish restrictions. I think, overall, the statement in the
Defence White Paper was speaging in connection mainly with the
results of the Kinistry of Defence decision to close the Docxkysrad.
Therefore, I do not consicer that there has been any change. hat
they were saying is, in this context, we have the responrnsibility to
support. I have looked carefully st whst the Financial and Develop-
ment Secretsry then saioc, and whet he sald was - and trois 1s something
that might have happened, I think we have Qone much better than that -
he said: "we require no thanks for that. Vhat hsve vwe gotover the
past two years, since it first seemed. likely that the Dockyard was
going to close? After numerous studies we have, in fact, got the
£28m which Xr Loddo suggestea was available two years ago; it wasn't,
It was not available until late last year when bh accepted that, in
its view, a commercial Dockyard could be viable. Up to that time
there was a aanger iuat we would notl get any support for a commercial
Dockyard from HLG and that we woula be pushed into grants-in-aid.
Some peopnle may consider that that would have been a better cholce,
that is a matter of opinion, but all I an saying is . « .", and then
the Hon Member interrupted anc the Financlal Secretary picked it up

195




2

again and said: "What 1 am saying, Mr Speaker, is that the danger
would have been that HMG would have considered that it was ful-
filling its obligation to support, not sustain - the word sustain
was not used in the Command “hite Paper of June, 1981 - to support
Gibraltar by granting aid".. So, I thinx that the performance
supports my interpretation of the word support.

HON J BOSSANO:

But what I am saying, MNr Speaxer, and what I am asking the
Government to confirm, because I have taken the fact that the
Financiasl and Development Secretary said what the Hon and Learned
Chief kMinister has quoteé, that the British Government had made

1t clear that in using the word "support’ in the Command “hite
Paper of dJune, 1961, anda the fsct that '"sustain'" did not appear
there, was a deliberste decision - and that the implications of
that deliberate decisiocn was that they had in fact the opportunity,
at any stage, of arguing that they hac an obligation to support
but not necessarily to sustain the economy. The reason why I am
askxing that is because if that is the case then it seems to me
that, since 1931, the Government has been using the words "sustain
and support! and the word "support" on its own as interchangeabvle
on many occasions.

HON CHIEF KIKNISTER:

Apart from anything else, I think the proof of the pucding is in
the eating: we now have this offer - whether it is good or bad,
it is a substantlal offer -~ which might have bsen avoided by an
attempt at giving grents-in-aid. Apart from the cuestion of
support ana sustain, which is this policy, there is the overall
responsibility of the British Government, underwritten in the
Gibraltar Constitution, of its duty to support Gibraltar. That
could have been discharged in one of two ways for them, under
that part, which had nothing whatever to do with the frontier -
which 1s where the support ané sustain policy comes - and that is
to say; 'we are going to support you by giving you grants-in-aid'.
It was a big decision, which was not tazen urntil lster, a big
decision which was taken st the highest level. There were people
in certain devartments, of which we now have a former member, who
suggested that it wss cheaper perhasps, or better, to give grants-
in-aid. It went up to the top, where it was decided that
Gibraltar deserved better; anc thaet is what the answer is.

MR SPRAKER:

Next question.
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6.12.8%
" NO. L91 OF 1983 ORAL
. THE HON J BOSSANO

Is Government satisfied that the use of the words "Further measures
of support" in the House of Commons statement of 27th July, 1983,

has the wider meaning attached to the '"sustailn and support! pollcy
" and not the narrower meaning of the use of the word "support” in
the July 1981 Defence White Paper?

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHIREF MINISTER

Sir, the formula "sustain and support" has traditionally been linked
as the Hon Member himself linked it in the previous question, to the
. frontier restrictions. The actual wording used in the 1981 Defence
White Paper is '"the Government's obligation to support the economy
of Gibraltar". This clearly contains a wider rather than a narrower
meaning. The Government considers that the undertaking given by HMG
on the 27 July, 1983, has an even wider meaning, and it has been
confirmed by performance, that is why I said that the obligation of
the word "support" in the White Paper has now been translated into
support to set up a commercial dockyard at -the expense of which we
already know, as I was saying about the £28m and the rest. At the
same time, if I may say so because it is relevant, the package that
was agreed at that time - because we knew quite well that the Dock-
yard, with the very best will in the world, might not make up for
+the o0ld Dockyard -~ hence we have this prime site given to us for
free and the British Government i1s paying for the reprovisioning to
help the Gibraltar economy in other areas to make up for any loss
that might be suffered by the Dockyard,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. U491 OF 1983

HON J BOSSANO:

So in fact the answer is, Mr Speaker, that the reference to the

- policy of supporting Gibraltar in paragraph 17 of the Agreement
that the Chief Minister has made avallable today, which is the
Agreement to which I am referring in my reference to the House of
‘Commons statement, has to be understood as having the meaning of
"sustain and support" and not the meaning referred to by the:
Financial Secretary in page 307 of Hansard of the July meeting?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Financial Secretary was talking in a debate of alternative ways
in which the British Government could discharge its obligations con-
tained in the White Paper. This, I think, is a further proof - as I
said before, they go in parallel, and that is why I made the point
that in line with the policy of supporting Gibraltar during the
present restrictions, it is clearly the kind of help that was being
given in respect of one which could be given in respect of the
other. I am quite satisfied that we have got that.
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