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6.7'.83
NO, 247 OF 1983 : ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES
Sir, will Government state their policy as regards general rates

and will Government state their proposed time-scale for increases,
if any, in the general rates?

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMEND SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, the rating system in Gibraltar is prescribed by Section
310 of the Public Health Ordinance. This provides, inter alia, that
domestic premises are to be rated by comparison with the rents at
which dwelling houses owned by the Government are let to members of
the general public. ‘The same sectilon stipulates that the assessment
of commercial premises shall be based on.the estimated rent at which
the premiscs might reasonably be expected to-let from year to year,
that is to say, at market value.

It has been the.policy to cushion.the'effect of rent increases for

domestic premises on the rates by providing'that the effect of.

. these. increases should not be-reflected in the rates for a period-

. of two years. Thus, the Government rent increases of July, 1981
were reflected in the Valuatlon List from Aprll 1983,

The criteria for the assessment of commercial premises is-determined
by the state of the property market, without any Government inter- )
ference. PFubure- increases are a mattér for decision in the light of
the Government's overall financial strategy.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 2L7 OF 1983
HON A J HAYNES: ’
Will the Hon Financial and Development Secretary confirm that as
regards the raising of general rates, that levy on people, that

the burden is not equally distributed ana that those in Government
dwellings are better off?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Sir, I won't agree.

MR SPZAKER:

Next question.




6.7.83
NO. 2L8 OF 198% . ORAL
THE HON A T LODDO '

Mr Speaker, how many vehicle licences for the year ending 3lst May,
198&, were uncolleoted as at 30th June?

NSWER
THE _HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Sir, 1,924 licences of vehicles which had been licensed during 1982
had not been collected by the 30th June, 1983.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 2hL8 OF 1983

‘ -

HON A T LODDO:

" . Mr Speaker, what does Government 1ntend doing to collect the monies
owed from these llcence fees? .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRuTARY

- Well,-Sir, it would be a 11ttle difficult for, some of them because
over 1,000 have disappeared; 821 have gone over the chite into the sea
having been collected by the Police and dumped -and about 250 motor
vehicles have left Gibraltar and are unlikely to return so 1t leaves
“about 800-o0dd. whlch we- have got.to pursue.

HON A'T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, does this in fact take into account vehicles that are
being sold from Gibraltar duty free or is it merely vehicles that
were registered in Gibraltar because I notice that there is now a
scheme whereby vehicles are sold duty free, they can be collected |
in Spain so are they registered in Gibraltar or will it mean less
revenue for the Government in that when. they come back they will
not be new and they will have to pay less duty?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

If they are in Spaln and are purchased and don't come into Gibraltar
a person will not have to pay Gibraltar duty on them. If they come
into Gibraltar at a later date they will - pay duty on the value
assessed by Customs at the time of import.

HON A J HAYNES:
Mr Speaker, will the Hon' Flnan01al and Development Secretary confirm
that a number of these vehicles which arie unlicensed.are in fact

. ears which have been sold or are supposed to have been sold as
second hand cars by car dealers?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I couldn't say.



g

MR SPRAKER:

With respect, that is not ‘the sort of information that Government
can give. The Government can give you infiormation as to how many
cars have been licensed and how many licences have been collected.
The reasons why they have not been collectcd is not their responsi-
bilitye.

- HON.- A J HAYNES:

Would the Financial and Development Secretary confirm that a

number of second-hand car dealers have.cars on the public highway
‘without valid licences?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I would have -to look into that, ¥Mr Speaker, but they have probably
got a dealers licence running under trade legislation plates,

" HON A J HBAYNES:

The question is will the Member confirm that the facts are as I
have stated without any dealers, licence or any other .thing and

that the highway 1s being used as a storeroom~c@m ~ front window
without the payment of taxes-and the 1nconven1ence caused to -

othér users of the highway?

“HON'FINANCIAi;AND.DEVLJODMANT ‘SECRETARY :

Mr Speaker, I cannot confirm it, I can merely undertake to look
into the statement or allegatlon.

MR SPEAKER:

Next gquestion.



6.7.83
NO. 249 OF 1983 - . ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government state how many instances there have been at the
frontier of detected attempted illegal importation of meat products
and what action has been taken in those cases?

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Sir, there have been 631 detectlons in connection with the attempted
illegal importation of meat products since the partial opening of
the frontier. In all instances the goods have been seized and
destroyed under Customs supervision and no further action taken as
the gquantities detected have not warranted prosecutions.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 249 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Have these been isolated individuals or have there been people
repeating‘'the offence?

HON FPINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No one has repeated, all have been different individuals.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, are in fact, destruction certificates obtained by the
Customs Officers?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, if I may answer, by agreement with the Financial and
Development Secretary. I did undertake at an earlier meeting of
the House to look into this. I am sorry I should have taken so
long to do so but the answer is that when meat is detained by the
Customs officials, the name and address of the person concerned is

recorded in the Station's Detention Book and a description of the
goods selzed is also recorded.

HON G T RESTANO:

Are destruction certificates obtained when the goods are destroyed?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, the officer supervising the destruction certifies that the
~goods have been destroyed in the Detention Book.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.



6.7.83
NO. 250 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government state the total amount of revenue derived from
import duty at the frontier since the partial opening?

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Sir, the total amount collected up to and including 29th June, 1983,
was £26,087.19.



| 6.7.83
NO, 251 OF 1983 T ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Has Government given consideration, as the Financial and Development .
Secretary said they .would, to exclude the CIF element from the amount
for which duty is charged on imports and if so, could they state

their conclusion and the reasons for arriving at them?

ANSWER
THE HON THiE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT STZCRETARY

Sir, Government has given consideration to charging duty on the FOB
rather than on the CIF wvalue of goods imported and have decided to
continue charging on the CIF value as this follows EEC Regulations.
All members of the EEC collect duty on the CIF wvalue.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. . 251 OF 1983
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

But since we are not within the tariff barrier,.does this regulation
strictly apply to Gibraltar and if so could the Financial and )
Development Secretary look ‘into the questlon and see if this can be
.excludedQ .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

We have looked into the question, Mr Speaker. It is trye that we
are outside the EEC for the common customs tariff. On the other .
hand, we try to follow EEC Regulations where we think they are of
value and in this case they are of value. Under the EEC Regulations
this will need an amendment to the Ordinance and we are going ahead
in preparing the papers on this to provide that where the insurance
and freight is calculated from, say, London to Gibraltar and it is
coming by sea and stopping off at a European Port en route, an ERC
port, then the proportion of the total distance covered is only the
last leg of the Jjourney from the borders of the Community into
Gibraltar so that we could charge very much less for freight than
we are doing at the moment and this could meet the point of the Hon
Member about the cost of goods from England or from Northern Zurope
and it would obviate problems which I explained last time that it
would make, 1f we charged on FOB it would put goods from South-
East Asia on a par with goods from Europe whlch we were not anxious
to doe.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I think this is an important point of principle. - - Surely,
if under the protocol for Gibraltar, Gibraltar is excluded from the
Customs Regulations of the EEC, it is wrong in principle, surely, to
accept that we should be bound by an EEC Regulation relating to the
way you assess duties, because if we accept this, Mr Speaker, we
will be accepting a lot of other things which have nothing to do
with revenue. We have had the problems of the Companies Ordinance,

a lot of other problems. Surely, if we start accepting this one
which 1s clearly not applicable to Gibraltar we are running into
trouble.
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am sorry, Mr Speaker, I just do not agree. We look at the EEC
Regulations, it doesn't.apply to us, we decide whether it makes
sense in the circumstances of Gibrasltar. If it does we apply it,
if it doesn't we doh't. In-this case it does and we apply it,

if it didn't we wouldn't. ' -

HON P J ISOLA:

But surely, Sir, is the Government not aware of the recession that
exists in Gibraltar and that the measure proposed by my Hon and
Gallant Friend was a measure to try and make Gibraltsr more compe-
titive? Is it not the Government's policy to do this? .

HON FINANCIAL AND DX VWLODMENT SECRETARY :

Yes, Sir, and I sald what the Government is going to do to make
Gibraltar more competitive. We are golng to change the. Ordinance.
so that we can apply what is an EEC RecuTatlon to llmlt the
freightage costs from the nearest uropean port. :

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, what happens in'the case- of ships that do not call at
BEuropean ports and what happens in the case of ships which, for ..
" example, take stuff from Spain ané go to Zuropean ports, are they
to be benefitted as against people who 1mport directly from the
United Klngdom to Gibreltar? Mr Speaker, I just cannot see why
Government 1s making this distinction.’

MR SPEAKER:

.Next question.,



6-7083
L NO.. 252 OF 1983 '  ORAL

THE HOF W T SCOTT

8ir, is there any valid reason why 20p coins are not freely"
circulated in Gibraltar? }

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Sir, the number of 20 penee coins in circulation is small because
local banks have not detected a demand and have not therefore
iadented for these 001ns from tbe Royal Mint.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO:QUESTION'NO; 252 _0F 1983

_HON W T SCOTT:

Does Government not think it advisable that .20p coins should be
circulated in Glbraltar? .

. HON FIRANCIAI:AND DWVELOPNJNT SECRETARY

'
-

Mr- Speaker, Sir, the circulation of both notes .and coins is a
function ‘of demand and any Government has a passive role in the
~supply of these coins.. If any coins or notes are required, if
people go to the bank and ask for them, the bank will indent for
them and get them. It is no good our saying to the banks: "We-
think people should have 20p coins therefore indent for thenm",

we do not know whether people will want them. At the last meeting
of the House I undertook in reply to a question by an Hon Member
across the floor, to look at the possibility of introducing a
Gibraltar coinage and-as part of that exercise we are going to
discuss with representative groups, including housewives, traders
and the like, what sort of coins they would like in a Gibraltar
coinage and the possibility of a'demand for a 20p coin and indeed
for a one pound cein would come out of that survey.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, I do not quite understand. How can the Hon Member say
that there is no demand or that it had been gauged that there will
be no demand when there have never been 20p coins circulating
freely to enable the banks to make a judgement, surely?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

There is no demand because people have not asked the bank for them.
If a trader wants 20p coins he will go to the bank and say: "I
“want so much money, so many in £1, £5 and £10 and in coinage I want
this; that and the other" and he can ask and he will be given it and
if they have not got it they will indent for it.

’



HON G T RESTANO: -

My understanding is that they do not ask because they think
that they are not available.

.

MR SPEAKER:

- Next question,

{3



6.7.83
NO. 253 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON A .T LODDO

Mr Speaker, how many prosecutlons for speeding and reckless or
dangerous driving have there been since lst January, 1983, and
how many of these have been against motorcyclists?

ANSWER
THZ HON THS ATTORNEY -GENERAL

Sir, there have been 49 prosecutions and this includes 17 motor-
cycllsts.

In addition a further 118 alleged offenders have been reported and
their cases are pendlng, this includes 74 motorcyeclists, 36 of
whom were reported in the past ten days.-

SUPPLTBWNTARY'TO QU?STION NO - 25% OF 198%
HON A T LODDO:

. Mr Speaker, would the AttorneJ—General know peﬂchance if some of
~these are persnstent offenders? :

HON ATTORFEY—GENERAL'

Mr Speaker, no, Slr, my statlstlcs do not go into it to that extert
but of course the law does provide that persistent offenders run
the risk of disqualification. '

MR SPEAKER

‘Next question.

10
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: 6.7.83
NO. 254 OF 1983 |  ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, can the hinister for Health say whether anything is
being done to minimise the smoke and fumes nuisance from the
ventilation shaft below "Castle House", as I requested in my
letter to him of 20th April, 19837 :

'ANSWER
THR HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HEALTH

Sir, the ventilation shaft in queéestion is the property of the MOD
and, as such, does not come under Government control. I am :
informed, however, that the smoke and fumes exhausted via this
ventllatlon shaft is closely monitored and every effort 1is already
. being made to minimise the nuisance which is not a daily one, but

. occurs mainly when the diesel pumps are used under certaln weather
conditionse.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.. 254 OF 1983
. HON A-T LODDO: '

Mr - Speaker, could I ask the Mlnﬂster what in fact are the measures
that are. being taken because from where I see the ventllatlon shaft
they do not .seem_to be' very successful? .

HON J ‘B PEREZ:

~ Mr Speaker, the matter at present 1s being pursued with the Ninistry
of Defence but I have to say that any long-term solution such as
extending the ventilation shaft or re-cycling the exhaust -outlets
would require very careful consideration since the actual working
conditions of the pumps, exhaust pressures, etc, would have a

" bearing on the design and success possibility of any such long-term
measures. Let me add by way of further information that as far as °
these pumps are concerned all the information is of a restricted

. and of a highly confidential nature becsuse it controls all the
fuel depots within the Rock which go .to submarines etc, but the
matter is being at present pursued with the MOD to see whether in
fact the nuisance can be lessened as it exists todaye.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, I do not believe I have had an answer. My question was
what, in fact, are the measures that have been taken?

AY

HON J B PEREZ:

.The only measures that we have been taking at present as far as my
department is concerned is in fact as a nresult of a letter we have
been monitoring the « o « « &

.

11
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MR SPEAKER:

I think you are belng asked what measures have been taken to
minimise- the nuisance. '

<

HON J B PEREZ:
We' are just monltoring the situation and we have @ut a request

to the Ministry of Defence to see whether ways can be found to
minimise the nuisance but as yet nothing has been done.

HON A T LODDO:
Nothing has been done.
HON J B PEREZ:

As yet-no.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

12
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6.7.83
NO. 255 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HON_G T RESTANO

Mr Speaker, is it still the governing Party's policy to include full
dental treatment in. the Group Practice Medical Scheme?

ANSWER

IHE HON THE MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION AND HEATLTH

Sir, present financial constraints prevent the Government from
extending dental treatment under the GPMS. The matter will be kept
under review. :

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 255 OF 1983

oY

. HON G T RESTANO:

' What would the. cost be, can the Minister tell us that?

HON & B PE REZ

. The estimsted recurrent eyPendlture forn one year is in the reglon
of £349,000, that is recurrent expendlture which does not include
.. any capltal and for reprovisioning or finding them a suitable site
. for. the settlng up of a dental clinic.

HON G-T RESTANO:

I take it then that the Government party has gone ‘back on 1ts policy
to have full dental treatment is that correct?

HON J B PEREZ :

. No, Sir, I think if the Hon Member had listened carefully to my
answer, I saild "present financial constraints prevent the Government
from extending dental treatment under the .GPMS".

" HON G T RESTANO:

As it appears that these financial constraints will continue for
quite some time I take it that there is no likelihood of this being
1mplemented, is that not correct? .

HON J B PEREZ:

I did also add, Mr Speaker, to my answer that the matter is being
kept . under review. )

'MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

-

13



6.7.83
NO.. 256 OF 1983 ‘ ' ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

"Would Government explaiﬁ who is entitled, under the Group Practice
Medical Scheme, to dental treatment?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HEALTH

Sir, dental treatment is not included under the pnovisions of the
Group Practice Medical Scheme.

R SUPPLEMENTARY TO_QUESTION NO. 256 OF 1983
HON G T RESTANO: '

Who is'entitied'then to free dental treatment?

HON J B PEREZ:

We do provide a dental 'scheme for school children under the provi-
sions of the Education Ordinarnce. Persons on supplementary benefits’

~ recelve dental treatment and we also provide an emergency extraction
service. : o : :

14



| | 6.7.83
NO. 257 OF 1983% o ORAL
. THE HON G T RESTANO .

‘Would Government consider including under the Group Practice Medical

Scheme items essential for diabetics as 1s done in the UK?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HRALTH

Sir, Government is already providing essential items for diabetics
in the same manner as for persons suffering from other .illnesses.

. SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 257 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Is it not the case that in the United Kingdom the items Whiqh'are

essential to dlabetlcs are in fact given free, such as insulin and

so on¢%

HON J B PEREZ:

Insulin is proyided free of charge here in Gibraltar as well.

HON G T RESTANO:

Disposable syringes, surgical spirit, that sort of thing which is
essential for the use of the insulin? . . .

HON J B PEREZ:

It is a matter, Mr Speaker, of defining what is meant by essential
items. As far as syringes are concerned what the department does
is we have a means test and people whose salary or whose intome is

below a certain amount do in fact get the syringes free of charge
but there is a means test for that. ..

HON G T RESTANO:

So therefore the Group Practice Medical Scheme is not in line with
the United.Kingdom, is that correct?

HON J B PEREZ:

No, but in the United Klngdom you pay £1.30 per item and here you
pay much less.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

15



6.7.83

NO, 258 OQOF 1983 ORAL

THE HON G T RESTARQO

Is the Minister for Medical Services now in a position to make
a statement, as promised in the last meeting of the House of
Assembly, regarding the preferential treatment of private as
apposed to G.P.M.S. patients when obtaining appointments with
consultants at St. Bernards's Hospital?

ANSWER R |

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND HEALTH

Sin, I did not promise at the last .meeting to make any statement
on the general issue of private or GPMS patients,

T did ‘howhever, agree to make a statement on a specific case
about which the Hon Member spoke to me. The answer is as follows:-

. The case referred to me following Question No - 25 of 1983 has been :
thoroughly investigated by my department. The patient concerned :
requested an appointment under GPMS on the 26th April 1983 and i
was seen by the. Consultant .Opthalmologilst on the 19th May 1983.° : . i
I do not consider this waiting time to be exces31ve glven it .was :
not an urgent case.

i am'also satisfied that the patient concerned was not informed that
'she would.be seen quicker if she elected to go privately.

The Consultant concerned only has one weekly private clinic. This
is normally-held on Thursdays -or Fridays and on average only 1 or 2
private patients are seen. Contributors of the GPMS are not
encouraged in any way to go.privately.

SUPPLnN“NTAQY‘D QU‘STION NO. 258 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Is it not a fact, Mr Speaker, that the particular patient concerned
asked for a GPMS appointment on the 26th April, was told at the time
that she would be seen some time in June and then going privately
was seen two days later?

HON J B PEREZ:

No, Mr Speaker, that allegation nas not been confirmed by the
information I have received from my department. ‘

HON G T RESTANO:
Mr Speaker, I do not know to what extent this is a cover-up.
MR SPEAKER:

No, w1th due respect, you have asked for information and you have
been given the information. Whether you want to do something about
it is another matter but I do not think we can go beyond that.

In other words, if you want to challenge that information and you
have the evidence to challenge 1t, it is another matter but you
-should be able to confirm., If you say it is a cover-up you are
entitled to say: "Don't you believe that this is a cover-up for

16



-the. following reasdns," and you give the evidence but I do not
think .one must make allegations and not substantlate them,

HON G T RESTANO: N
Well, I haﬁe given the information.
MR- SPEAKER:

No, you have been told exactly what has happened and you have been
given a full answer. .

HON G T RESTANO:

_And I am saying that that is not exactly what has happened.

-

MR SPEAKXER:
Fair enough, you do not accept it.
HON G T R®STANO:

I db not accept that. -What actually haﬁpened was as I;havé juét
Statedo . ) . . . ' .. o ' !

HON.J B PEREZ:

TATL I can say, Mr Speaker, is.that I undertook to inve tlgate the
matter, I am satisfied, as far as I am concerned, that the
information I have been given Wthﬂ I have given to the House is.
in fact the correct one.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

17



NO. 259 .OF 1983 ' T 6.7.83
THE HON G T RESTANO ~ ORAL

Will Government state what are now its intentions with regard
to enforcing legislation, passed by Government majority,
compelling householders living in private accommodation to have
fire extinguishers in their dwellings and furthermore has
Government decided whether the .cost will have-to be met by the
landlords or by the tenants?

NSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAT, STRVICES

Sir, -Government does 1ntend to enforce leclslatlon,requlrlng
holiseholders living in PPlVate accommodation to have fire
~extinguishers in their dwelling. The necessary briefing

. instructions for the Attorney—General are now being prepared
to make regulations. It 1s still o be de01ded upon whom
-the cost is to fall.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 259 OF 1983

HON G T RESTANO:

Does the Minister know when he is llkely to brlng the 1eglslat10n
to the ‘House, the rev1ewed regulations to the House?

' HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I wish Mr Haynes would not provide any asides. Having .
said that, we hope and in fact I think the Attorney-General hopes, =
to bring the regulations to the House after the summer recess. In
fact, the Chief Minister said he would bring the regulations to the
House so that the Opposition would have a chance to see them, study
the regulations and Dut any p01nts they wish on the regulations
themselves. .

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, since the process now seems to be in its final stages,
‘how is it that Government cannot say and have not taken the decision
as to who is going to pay for this?

HON DR R .G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, there are three items left outstanding as a matter
of policy. One is the cost to the landlord or the tenant, the
other one is enforcement and the other one is the inspection of
premises. These points have to be finally decided by Government in
order that the Attorney-General can bring the appropriate regula-
tions to the House. It 1s a matter of policy, Sir,

HON G T RESTANO:
Mr Speéker, I have not had an answer to that. If it has progressed
so much how is it that they have not taken a decision yet?

7

-
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MR SPEAKER: .
Because the qguestion as to who is going to-be charged 1s a matter
of policy on “which the Government has not taken a decilslon yet
until the regulations are ready.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, is it still the position which the Minister I think
informed the House at the time that legislation was brought to
the House, that it would not cost any more under the Head of the
.Fire Service to do the inspection for this?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Sir.

HON G T RESTANO:

It w1ll not cout any more and there w1ll be no extra staff
requlred°

HON DR R G VALARINO'

,It won't .cost any More.,

HON'A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, on a point of clarification. Is my understanding of
the answer given by the Minister for Municipal Services correct
in that a brief has been sent to the Attorney-General to prepare
regulations whén in fact Government alsc adnmits not having
finalised their policy issue, is that correct?

MR SPEAKER:

No, I do not think we are going -to go through the issuve. I an
very clear-minded on what the Government has said. The Govern-~
.ment has said that they have now progressed and decicded that the
matter will be put into operation, that the Attorney-General is
preparing the relevant regulations, that there are certain
matters of policy on which they still have to take a decision

and that in those matters the regulations are not being prepared,
it is as simple as that, I have no doubt in my mind as to what
has been said, o

HON P J ISOLA: .

Mr Speaker, dld I not understand the Minister to say that a brief
for the Attorney-General was being prepared to draft the regula-
tions and how can this brief be preparea without the essential
policy decision as to who pays for the thing and the other points
that he says are outstanding? Is it not in truth and in fact the
fact that the Government does nothing about this until a gquestion
is asked in the House?

19



HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

I think the Minlster has no objection to my answerlng because this
is really a matter of administrative detail, if I may say so, Mr
Speaker. The position 'is simply that the departmental officials
have met with me, they have put forward various proposals which we
have talked about, there are points that I have to refer back to
Government, the p01nts already mentioned, for a decision to be
taken, the officials do not trouble Ministers until such time as
the matter is ready for a final decision to be taken.

HON P J ISOIA:

Can the Attorney~General give an indication of how long it takes
Government to take decisions because it seems to me, Mr Speaker,
with the greatest respect to the Hon and Learned Attorney-General,
that the legislation was passed some considerable time ago, over
a year ago if not more, and it seems to.me that if this is an
indication of the time it takes Government to make decisions we
will never have a decision on the Naval Dockyard either.

MR SPEAKER:.

Next'questibn.

20
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6.7.83
NO.' 260 0¥ 1983 : ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Is 1t Government's intention to remove those telephone booths ‘that
~have been vandallsed, are an eyesore and will no longer be required
in the future? ..

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Yes, Sir. The Department has already removed vandalised telephone
booths at Varyl Begg Estate, Laguna Estate and RAF New Camp, and-it

is Government's intention to remove the following vandalised booths:

(1) 2 at North Mole’' .

(2) 1 at Red Sands Road (to be re-s sited)

(3) 2 at South Barracks e
(L) 1 at Europa Flats (to be re-sited)

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 260 OF 1983

- HON A J HAYNES

My Speaker, in the same way that they are remov1ng vanaallsed tele—
phone booths, are they g01ng to increase public telephones, for

instance, at the beaches? "I know it is not written in his brief
but perhaps the Minister knowse.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

I need notice of* that question, Mr Speaker.

HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, are those vandalised telephone booths that are golng to
be shortly removed or the ones that have been removed, are they
going to be replaced with others less subject to vandalism?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, the ones that are going to be re-sited are going to be
refurbished and they are going to be put into working order. This
leaves a substantial number of booths which will be required and
put back into operation within Gibraltar.

HON W T SCOTT: v

Are there any other .areas to be covered'by telephone booths other
than replacing the ones that have been vandalised, that the depart-
‘ment- will -shortly be removing? ,

/7
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, .Mr Specaker, one is as I mentioned in the budget debate, I
mentioned that several telephone booths would be put up along
Main Street snd the othérs are in the Estates, like Varyl Begg
and Laguna, Sir. Unfortunately, the amount of vandalism at
Laguna Estate and Varyl Begg has reached such a high proportion
that we can no longer have telephone booths there and now we

. are .discussing the problen with the Committee from Laguna Estate
and Varyl Begg as 1o where we can put booths or telephone kiosks
of some form so that they cedn be looked after and that vandalism
does not occur and therefore publlc money-is not expended un-
necessarily.

3 ]
HON WMAJOR R J PELIZA:

Doesn't the Minister think ‘that rather than give way to vandals

and therefore deprive the.tenants of that Estate of a public

service that I think the Government ‘should provide, he should

" try and get the Police to find out who are the vandals prosecute
them and stop that sort of thing going on in Gibraltar? :

HON DR R G VATARINO:

" Mrp Spéaker,'thaﬁ is a hypothetical" questlon which I am afraid .is
beyona my capabilities to answer.

HON- 'MAJoiz R.J.PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, I cannot see. what .the hypothesis of that is. Doesn't’
the Minister think that there is no hypothesis in-this in that
(1) the Minister has just .stated that the booths are being -
vandalised and (2) that he is going to take them away? The
question is a perfectly reasonable one, would he try to get the
Police tc stop vandalism and ‘therefore by keeping the booths
there, csrry on providing a service to the tenants in those
Estetes which I think is very necessary for those who do not have
telephones? There is no hypothesis about that.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, this is a law and order problem. We have contacted
the Police.on various occasions to try to prevent vardalism and
really it is up to them to prevent the.vandalism but we can go
no further than that, it is a law and order problem.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

What the Minister is saying is that he has already been pressing
the Police to stop this sort of hqnpenlng and notwithstanding the
great size of the Police Force in Gibraltar they are incapable of |
"stopping them. What other things then are they incapable of
stopping and could the Chief Minister then . « « . «
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MR SPEAKER:

No, order, we are "getting beyond the orbit of the question. I

think the Minister has given an answer, he has said: '"We have

reported the matter to the Pollce and 1t is up to the Police to
enforce the law". .

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, it is very, very important ‘for the members of those
Xstates to have a public telephone.

MR SPEAKER:

In fairness to the Minister he has sald that he is in contact with
the Tenants' Associations in order, to be able to find appropriate
sites for the purposes of providing the-service without the tele-
phones being vandalised. I think we have had the answer, in fair-
ness to the Minister. . _ - :

HOW MAJOR R J PELIZA:

‘ If the Mlnlster is happy that -he is going to provide a serv1ce and
. he is therefore going to give way to vandalism-which I think is

‘very unfortunate that we should do that, then-it is up to the
Government, I certainly would not behave in tha+ way .

HON A"'J -HAYNES:
I know that  he has not had notice of this matter, but will the
Minister look with some urgency into the introduction of public
telephones at beaches at least for the duration of the summer
months? Prior .to now, Mr Speaker, people who wanted to make a
phone call were entitled to do se at bars, etc, because the cost
‘was nil., Now this is not the case and I would like the Minister
to look into the mattere. .

"HON DR R G VAIARINO:

Mr Spesker, Sir, I have already looked into that. At 99% of beaches
there is an emergency telephone for the Police and the life-guards
which could be used in an emergency. Apart from that, as the Hon
Member has Jjust said, there are telephones at the btars and on pay-
ment you can get.through without any problem at all. The problem
has already been looked into by me- to make sure that in case an
emergency arose somebody can- ring for an ambulance straight away
without any problem.

HON A J HAYNES:

I am quite confident that there are emergency telephone facilitlies,
I am more concerned with much more mundane telephone facilities to
“ mothers who want to Tind out what is going on at home or whatever,

that sort of thing. ~ .

4
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, on that one, Sir, if you have a public telephone booth
you have to put’'in money. .'If you go to the bar you have got-a
little portable telephone which you have got to put money in the |
same way so obviously the answer 1s still the same, the facilities
are there whether it is a booth or just a little instrument, the
facilities are there. .

- HON W T SCOTT:

One finagl one, Mr Speaker, drising from the last but one answer that
the Hon Member made. Does the Government -not consider or agree, in
fact, that if there is an emergency telephcne there, as the Minister
sald, it is held within the confines of the office or the workroom

¢l the life~guards and that determines that the life-guard has to be
there? Where there are no life-guards present because it is before
the start of the official bathing season, such an emergency telephone
is not available to the public and under those circumstances I feel
that the Minlster ought t6 look at it in the iight of the recent

. drowning at Catalan Ray.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

I will do that, Mr Speaker.

HON A J HAYNES:

" . Is the Minister saying that every bar in the vicinity of beaches has
.one of thesé telephones, that is not my experience? '

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Sir.

HON A J HAYNES

He glibly tells ns that there are these telephones with an apparatus
attached thereto, can he state where these are situated? Has he
requisitioned or made the enquiries to put them in or what?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the requisitions come from bars and we put them in.
It may be that a particular beach has not got this type of telephone
but as the Telephone Department is developing and big strides have
taken place sinee I have been Minister for ¥unicipal Services, 1

am sure that this probliem will be overcome.

HON A J HAYNES:

. Mr Speaker, the Minister has . . . . .

MR SPEAKER:

With respect, this is beyond the orbit of the question, I think we
have ventilated the matter. Next question.
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_ - | 6.7.83
NO. 261 OF 1983 | : ORAL

- THE HON G T RESTANO

What has been the extra revenue to Government since October, 1982,
resulting from the metering of telephones broken down into trunk
and local calls? :

ANSWER

THE HON THR IINISTBR FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICVS

Sir, the extra revenue to Government from lst October, 1982 to 3lst
March, 1983, has been in the order of £64,000, broken down 1nto

£50, OOO due to local call metering and £1ly, OOO due to 1nternat10nal
trafflc.z

SUPPLEMENTARY TO-QUESTION N0, 261 OF 1983
HON G T'RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, since the 3lst March.

HON DR R.G VAILARINO:

Sorry, 31lst Mapch; 1982, I beg your pardon, I saild 1983, -

HON G T RESTANO:

What about since March, 19832

MR SPEAKER:

But that is not the gquestion you have asked. You have asked: ""What
has been the extra revenue to Government since Octobher 1982, resultlng

from the metering of telephones broken aown into trunk and local
calls?"

HOW G T RESTANO:

Since October, 1982, there is a whole quarter which has not been
included.

MR SPEAKER:

Fair enough, the quarter'has just finished but in any event if the
" Minister is in a position to reply he can, by all means.

HON DR R G VALARINO: ' .

If the Hon Member will forgive me I do not have figures beyond Mgrch,
1983. . .

HON G T RESTANO:
Mr Speaker, why is that?
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Because they were not asked for.

HON G T RESTANO: ' s .
Surely these meters are being read all the time they are in the

department, how is it that it cannot be checked? A whole quarter
has gone, two months, three months.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

VMr Speaker, Sir, if the Hon Member wants tovknow the answer to a
specific guestion he should frame it accordingly. He should not
raise it as a supplementary becauste obviously I try to find the

answer to his guestion and this gquestion aoes not arise from the
original queqtlon.

MR, SPEAKE :
Ih aﬁy event you are nbt in a_poéifion'to give the answer.
"HON G T REGTANO:
¥r Speak , L am sorry, 1 cannot accept that. I think it-is qulte

clear; what has the extra revenue to Governnent been since
October, 19527

MR SPEAKER:

And you have been told tbat they have flgures up to the 31st
.Narcn, 1983, and that they camct give the figures beyonu that date. .

HON G T RESTANO:

But the Minister is saying that it does not srise out of the
question, I .do not think that he is correct at aill.

hON DR R G VALARINO:
Mr Speaker, Sir, the 1ast quarter . happened to be April, May and

June ana I certainly have not got the figures for that quarter,
Sir.

MR SPEAKER:
I think that is reasonable.

. HON G T RESTANO:

How long does it normally take to process those figures and when
would the Minister have those figures at the end of a quarter?
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, again this is a matter for accountihg and not

-for me.

[y

MR SPEAKER: .,

I think we are wasting time now. The quarter has Jjust. ended, he

has given you the figures that are available and that the figures
for the last quarter are not available, it is as simple as that.

Next question.
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| 6.7.83
NO. 262 OF 1983 _ ORAL

THE JON G T RESTANO

Can Government explain why it has been found necessary to reallocate
£1,,900 under the Elgctricity Undertaking for an initial investiga-
tion to pay for a preliminary visit by a team of the British
Rlectricity International Company Ltd?

ANSWER

e e e i it

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAT SERVICES

Sir, the preliminary visit by a team from the British Electricity:
Iiiternational Ltd took place late last year and it was envisaged
that the cost would be met from savings and paid before the 31
March, 1983. : . . . .

In the event the invoice from BEI was not received until the 12 May.
.To meet this invoice it was decided to reallocate the cost of £4,900
from within Head L to a new Subhead 26, Consultancy Services.

SUPPLENMENTARY TQO QUESTION N0, 262 OF 1983

- HON G T RESTANO:’ ’

- I think I heard the Minister say that he thought there would be some
savings,-can he elaborate on that? -What savings was he talking

‘about? L o . ‘ . :

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, it would be savings ffom.within the vote before the end
of the yeare. :

HON G T RESTANO:

In what areas?

- HON DR.R G VALARINO:

Reallocation from'within certain sections in Head L, Sir.

HON G T RESTANO:

These gentlemen come here for an initial investigation, what have
their findings been?

A

HON DR R G VAIARINO:

‘Mr Speaker, Sir, though I feel it has nothing to ‘do with the original
guestion, let me say that the British Electricity International Ltd
is a company formed by the Electricity Council in Britain to deal
exclusively with matters concerning. overseas Electricity authorities
and who provide a consultancy service. This company belongs entirely
to0- the Electricity Council which is a nationalised body but beyond
~that I am afraid this does not form part of the question, Sir.
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. HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, these gentlemen have come out to gather data for the
proposed revlision of the existing form of productivity agreements
_in the department. Don't we have, Mr Speaker, a Steering

Committee in the Electrlclty Department looking at precisely this
area? .

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Sir, the Steering Committee is looking into a lot of areas. As the
Hon Member has said, the purpose of the visit was to investigate
the feasibility of introducing productivity schemes on the lines of
those operated by the Central Electricity Geénerating Board and the
Area Boards in the United Kingdom. If this takes place then the
present productivity scheme will net continue and the productivity
scheme produced by the Central Blectricity Generating Board will be
the order.of the day, Sir.

HON G T RESTANO:-

Mr Speaker, that is going.at a complete tangent from‘fhe'question
that I asked. There is a Steering Committee which is costing a ‘

" lot of money, the Chairman is costing a lot of ‘money, which has

been set uy in order to cover areas, .I believeé, 'such as producti-
vity agreements. Why is it necessary, if the Steering Committee
is looking into that, to bring in somebody else, this other
compainy, tc also lock into the productiviiy agrecments, is it
that the Steering Committee cannot do it?

MR SPRAKER:
You are being asked a simple cuestion. If the Steering Committee
is dealing with producL1v1ty why has there been a need to bring .

these gentlemen to aavise on proau0u1v1ty, it is as simple as
that?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Essentially, Mr Speaker, because they need further advice on this
problen,

HON G T RESTANO:.

Is 1t then that the Steering Commlttee cannot reach agreement and
these gentlemen are out as sort of med1ators°

HON DR R G VALARINO:

No, not at all, Mr Speaker. All that is required is data for the
Steering Committee and this data is supplied by BEl.

HON G T RESTANO:

Will they be coming again and if so for how long will they be coming
and what is the eventual. cost?
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HON CHIEF MINISTE

How long can a question be stringed along further and further on
immaterial matters which arise from the question?

-

MR SPHEAKER:
Well, I think it is feir enough to ask are they coming again, to

" your knowledge. If you do not know of course you do not have to
reply. :

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, they may well be coming along, Sir, because this is
difficult to say. As far as 1 know, should they come, the visits
would be for a limited amount of time and very short.

HON G T RWSTANO

He aoesn 't know what it would cost?

MR SPEAKER:

‘No.‘

HON G T RESTANO:

I must 58y, Mr Speaker, as far as the Chlaf Nlnlster is concerned
when he says that we are strlnglng questlons 810NZ ¢ « o o o

MR SPEAKER:

No, I am not going to have a debate as to whether the Chief Mlnlster
has made a statement.

HON G T RESTANO:
He has made a statement.

MR SPEAKER:

And I have allowed the guestion to be asked and that is the end of
the matter. Next question.
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. 6.7.83
NO. 263 0w 198% ORAL
THE HON G T RESTANO

What plans do Government have to traln staff of the Electricity
Department in advance in order that their training is completed by
the. time the Department is in a poaltion to take over and run the
Waterport Power Station?

ANSWER ‘
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR NMUNICIPAL SERVICES

Sir, the training which will be prov1qeo can be categorised under
tbree main headings:
a. Training at the Manufacfurérs Works
b. On-the-job trainiﬂg at site
ce Off-the-job training at site
While no final decision has been taken on the actual nature and
extent of tralnlng, primarily because manufacturers of key plant

items are in the process of up-dating courses, it can be sala that
tralnlng will be prov1aeq in the follow1ng subJects..‘

1. General De ign Pr1n01ples

A'short series of lectures aimed at ensuring that the selection of
‘plant, materials.employed and layout adopted are understood.

2. Maintenance Technigues and Practices

A short series of brleflngs'and informal discussions with the sole
purpose of explaining the approach that is generally required in
these areas.

3s Diesel Engines Principles and Practice

A combination of 'a period of training at the manufacturers works, .
on-the-job training under the guidance of representative(s) of the
manufacturer and off~the-job lectures/dlscuss1ons specifically

" designed for the 1l Magor Mk III engine.

L. Steam Raising Plant and Equipment

Talks by a manufacturers representativé explaining the principles
of operation..

5. Fuel Treatment

Lectures and films on the technigues employed and parameters to be
maintained for efficient operation.

6. Plant Operation

A period of local on-the-Job and off-the-job training allowing
employees the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the nature,
layout and procedures necessary for the safe and efficient operation
of" the Station.,
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It is obvious that the nature and extent of training under Item 6
above will require a certain overlapplng between operation by
Hawker Silddeley Power Engineering pcersonnel and RElectricity
Department staff and, furthermore, that staff cannot be trained
until theéy are selected to fill posts at the new Station.
Priority has therefore to be given to tralnlng directed at
ensuring safe and efficient plant operation in order to allow

. thé earliest possible release of the contractors personnel.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 263 OF 1683

HON G T RESTANO

Since it appears that there is going to be this overlap, Mr
Speeker, what period of overlap Qoes the Minister envisage there
will be? . -

MR SPEAKER:

Overlap of wha%?

HON G T RESTANO'

‘ Over]ap between the contraCuors belng on site and the department
taklng oOVEDr,. ' ‘

"HON‘DR R G-VALARzNo&

Mr Speaker, this is impossible to saye. Until the people are
selected no training can be put into effect and the training will
be initially aimed at releasing the contractors' personnel as soon
as possible. Certaih candidates will be interviewed shortly and
this will be put into hand as.soon as possible. Obviously, the
sooner we release people from the contractors and we put on our
own peoplé the more money we are saving.

HON G T RESTANO:

" May I ask, have the people not been appointed yet because the
Steering Committee has not reached decisions on certain areas,
is that the position?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

No, Sir, if you look at your Chronicle you will find out that
certain posts are being advertised and in fact following another
gquestion, and I have got the answer here, certain posts have been
advertised initially within because this is Government procedure,
and outside Government service, and interviews are expected to be
‘held shortly, Therefore this has nothing to do with the Interim
Committee at the present moment, Sir.

32



3e

HON G T RESTANO:

fay I ask then, -Mr Speaker, why have they taken so long to select
people because after all the engines have been ready since the
beginning of this year and one of them sincde November of last year.
Why are they taking such an awful long time to start advertlslng
for posts?

(HON DR R G VALARINO:

Because, Mr Speaker, discussions were being held in the Interim
Committee as to the manning of the Statlon and the reguirements of
personnel to man the Stdtlon.

HON P J ISOLA:

How can the Minister tell the House.that the Waterport Power Station
will be opened in the autumn when he has not even started to traln
the people who are goling to man it? . .

BON DR R G VAILARINO:

lir Speaker, Sir, I 4id answer a question like this.previously; in
fact, I think it was from the Hon Member himself. I said that the
- Mark IIIl engine is very much like some of the engines we have got at
VWaterport and thst tralnlng, though we want extensive training, can
take place on-the-job in a matter of weeks and ‘I assure the Hon
Member that the opening of the Waternowt Power Station will take
place in autumn as planned. '

HON P 'J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, is it the intention of the Government to open the Water-
port Power Station with Hawker Siddeley in command and if so, why
not open it now since tney are already in command or in cherge and
running it?

UR SPEAKER:

Wlth respect to the Leader of the Opp081t10n we are now widening
the scope of the questlon. We are dealing with the training but
nothlng else.

HON DE R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, he also asked .this question last time. What we want to
do is to put there people of our own choosing and chosen by the
Government of Gibraltar and this is one of the reasons why the
Generating Station will be fully opened in September. Let me say
that the official opening of the Generating Station is really a
formality. ‘

HON P J ISOIA:

“ell, why hasn't that formality been carried out before then if it
is a formality? It is there, it is operating, why should it. awailt

the training ol these people?
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, because Government considers that the best time
to open this Generating Station is in the autumn.

" HON G T RESTANO:

Is it not an unwise principle to do training on brand new machinery?
You would not expect a learner to start learning with a branc new

car. Is 1t not unwise, if they are goihg to start learning on these
machines, shouldn't they be sent, perhaps, to UK?

’
MR SPEAKER:

I do not think it has been suggested that they are going to employ
new personnel, I think whet has- been suggested is that they have
advertised within the service and the Minister has sa2id that they
are gualified enough to be able to operate the mechines and that
the training will take a few weeks cf exercising the machines.

HON ‘G T RESTANG:

I think he said that in some areas but not in others.

¥R. SPEAKER:

No, he said that now, most certainly, I have heard it.
HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, can 1 correct my Hon Friend. For him to refer to the
mschinery as new, is that not actually wrong? "Eave the machines

not been there dnd working for a good meny months, running almost
into a year? )

Mk SPEAKYR:

HMext question.

34



6.7.83

NO. 264 OF 1983 ORAL
THE HOW W T _SCOTT

Mr Speaker, will Government inform this House of the -number of
-personnel used by the contractor, at any given time, since the
latter took over the running of the new Generating Station?

ANSWER

THY HON THZ KINTISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SEXVICES ,

Sir, the total number of staff usad by Hawker Siddeley Power
sngineering Ltd for the continuation of the -extended testing of
Waterport Power Station has been eighteen,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. ZGEVOF 1983
HON W T SCOTT:
' Mr.Speaker, I am not asking for the total number, I am asking at

any given time since the latter took over the running, not the
testing, that was the question. ’ .

¥R. SPRAKER:
I'think, with respect, it is impossible to give an answer to your’

question. At any given time .could be at any minute. of the day and
unless you specify what you want I think the answer has been given.

HON % T SCOTT:

Mr Spesker, I am sgying the rumming of the Station, not the testing
of it. ' .

MR SPLAKER:

That is another matter, if you wish to ask whether that is for the
running or for the testing. '

HON Dk R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, .I have said the total number of staff used, I have
not said running or testing or anything else.

MR SPZAKER:

Yes, you have said testing, "the confinuation of the extended testing
of Waterport Power Station". o

- HON DR R G VALARINO:.

The extended testing of Waterport Power Station has been eighteen,
or the extended running.
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HON W 70 SCOTT:

2o

¥

Mr Speaker, I find that whereas a few months ago we were given a
cost of something like £19,000-plus that it was costing the
Government for HSFX to run that-Station, I see now on the Schedule
of Supplementary Estimates that figure is now £26,000. Am I right
in assuming, Mr Speaker, that if one divides £26,000 which is the
weekly cost to Government of HSPHE running that Station, that we
are now looking at a figure of almost £1,500 per employee that
HSPE is charging the local Government?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

fr Speaker, Sir, I think the Hon Member could ask this supplementary
at the next question.

MR SPEAXER:

Yes, I think we are anticipating. Kext question.-
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6.7.83
NO. - 265 OF 1983 ) ORAL

b}

. THE HON G T RESTANO

Will Government state whether the cost to date for the contractors
operating the Waterport Power Station since the commissioning of

" the engines there owing to Government's inability to run the
Station has increased from the £686,812 stated in the last meeting
of~this House and if so what is the latest figure?

ANSWER
THE _HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Sir, the cost to date for the contractors operating Waterport Power
Station is £765,518. This figure includes £353,573 being funded
under the contract. ' S : i

. SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUSSTION NO. . 265.0F 1983
HON @ T RESTANO: .

ThlS ‘is an enormous sum, Mpr Speaker, what is the hlnlster do;ng to
. try and obviate haVLng to pay -already over £4m for a Waterport
Power Station which is there, which is running-and which should
"have already been taken over by the Government? - .

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Slr, here really we again refer to a later question on
the Steering Committee because this has got to do with negotiations -
within the Steering Committee which I believe is tkhe last question
on the electricity which is asked by the Hon liember. What I am '
doing is I am trying to hasten the process so that as little money
as possible will be spent by CGovernment in providing a first class
‘service, I would not like to repeat what I said in the last House
which the Hon Member took exception to about the Waterport Power
Station costing a lot of money etc, etc, but certainly I am doing
everything in my power to make sure that Waterport Power Station
when it comes on stream we can be proud of, it is run properly and
according to present practices and that we do not have any problems
that may arise that may lead to the detriment of the running of the
Station. One of the questions asked by the Hon Mr Scott, I have
got the figure here, the flgure is £19,676 per week.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, would the Minister not agree that in days where we
are continually being told by Ministers that the money is in short
supply, for the Government to have gspent £3m already and
perhaps going -on for more for that sort of a service, has been
throwing money down the drain and complete and utter mismanagement.

" MR SPEAKER:

What is the answer, yes or no, that is about all you can answer?
Does the Minister intena to answer?
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HON DR R G VALARINO'

Yes, Mr Speaker. I certainly cannot agree that Government has
been throwing money down the drain, Sir, I am sorry but I cannot
agree with the Hon Member. .

HON A T -LODDO:

Could I ask the Minister, in this sum now which has gone up from
£686,000 to £765,000, does that amount take into consideration
the cost of flying out the wives of the englneers operating the
plant and is Government paying for this, is it entitled to pay
for this? A

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, if I can revert to Question No. 26L on the
eighteen people manning the Station. This is-a skeleton staff
and these ‘are the people we are paying for. Replacements eg,
illriesses or leave are not a contractual expendaiture.

MR SPEAKER'

" No, let us not expand the orbit of the questlon. You have been -

asked whether it includes the cost of flying - ouﬁ the wives of
the staff,. yes or no? : i

HON ‘DR R G VALARINO:

Slmllarly expenses about wives or children coming to Glbraltar
etc, are expenses.not borne by Government.

HON W T SCOTIT:

Mr Speaker, presumably you applled some liberality because we
moved from Question 264 to 265 without me having had a chance
to progress a little bit on the argument. UIir Speaker, am I -
right in assuming that the new Generating Station is being run
244 hours a day and on most occasions both engines are running?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, the %aterport‘Generating Station ie being run 24 hours
a day. As to whether both eng*nes are runnlng it really depends
on the load factor. .

HON W T SCOIT: .

Under those circumstances, Mr Speaker, will the Minister not agree
that King's Bastion-is working at a very low capacity and there
~are occaslons when King's-Bastion does not work at all?
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HON DR R G VALARINO'

Mr Speaker, I agree with the Hon.Menmber, there are times when King's
Bastion is working at a low capacity or King's Bastion is not '
working at all but he must realise that the engines at Waterport
. Power Station will need overhaul and when they need overhaul then
the engines at King's Bastion will have to take over,

HON W T SCOTT:
Mr Speaker, there is one final question. Would the Minister not
agree therefore if that is the case that we would have expected to

have seen a very substantial decrease in the cost of running King's
Bastion? .

MR SPEAKER:

No, this is completely out of order. Thp questlon is very clear,
the question is on Waterport and not on Klng S Bastion.

HON G T RESTANO'

- May I ask, Mr Speaker, I do not want the information now ‘but 1f the

" Minister would like to circulate 1t to me at a later stage. Could

I .have a breakdown .in broad headlines of how. thls £765,000 has been
spent, in .broad areas? ’

MR SPEAKER:

Will the Minister make that information available in due course?

HON DR R G VAILARINO:
Mr Speaker, yes, it depends how long the House lasts and obviously
I have to contact the PFinancial Secretary but ‘as soon as I am able

I shall write a letter to the Hon Member explaining how the sum has
been broken down.

HON P J ISOLA:
Mr Speaker,-am I right in thinking that in effect Gibraltar's power

needs are presently being supplied by elghteen men from Hawker
Slddeley? . .

HON DR R G VALARINO:
No, Sir. .

HON P J ISOLA:

. Mr Speaker the Minister has just said to my Hon Friend Mr Scott
that King's Bastion is worklng at a very low capa01ty.

r
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HON DR R G VALARINO:
No, Sir, Gibraltar's power requirements are being provided by the
two englnes at Waterport and when necessary the engines at King's

Bastion. The question of men I do not think-has any bearing with
the amount of power that we.obtain from these Stations.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRWTARY'

Mr Speaker, I have got the breakdown of the £686 yu4l2 1f the House
wants that now. Operatlon costs - £594,553.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, is it a long list?

~H9N FINANCTAL AND DEVELOPMEN$ éECRﬁTARYE‘
Yest |

HON G T 3EsmANo{

. Well, perhaps, it could be phétocopied and circulated, Sir.

HON A J HAYN?S

Mr Speaker, the Minister has t0ld us he. hopes to open Waterport-
Power Station as-an election gimmick, will he be running the
department at that time?

MR- SPEAKER:

No, next question,.
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6.7.83
NO.. ‘266 OF 1983 . ' ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

'Sir,'what has been the cost of clearing- the debris caused by
demolishing the walls of the old skid generator site in Line
Wall Road?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Sir, the cost of clearing the debris caused by demolishing the
walls and generator foundations at the skid generator site
amounted - to approximately £400, -

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QUESTION NO. 266 OF 1983
HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, 1s thlS in addition to the answer the Minister gave me
of - £2,800 as .a result of Question No. 1289

MR SPEAKER:

. Yes, otherwise I would not have allowed the gquestion..
HON DR R G VALARINO:
Yes, Sir.

HON W T SCOTT:

Doesn't the Minister think that having regard to the question I put
he might perhaps have been less than fair in not including that
figure of £400 at the time that he gave me the original answer?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, obviously because I did not have it.

MR SPEAKER:

It had not been cleared at the time. Next queétion.
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- 6.7.83
NO.. ‘267 OF 1983% . ' ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANOV'

Is Government in a‘position to state what were the total costs for
the hire of the skid and trailer-mounted generators?

ANSWER

TH% HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

No, Sir. A final account for hire charges for the skid generators
has as yet not been submitted by the plant hire firm. The trailer-
mounted generator-had a total cost of £120,020,

SUPPLENMENTARY TO QUWSTION NO. 267 OF 1983

HON G T REbTANO

But, surely, the Minister knows how much hire he was hav1ng to Day,
he should know how much the total costs .are?

MR SPEAKER:

~No, in fairness, you have asked.for the total costs and the Minister
has saié he has not got the total cost, well, he has not got them. -
Whether he should have them or not is another matter because other-
wise we go on enqlessly.

HON G T RESTANO:

With all due respect, Mr Speaker, he has said that he does mot have
the total costs because he has not been charged by the hirers but
surely he knows what the hire charges are and therefore he must knowe.

MR SPEAKER:

No, because there may be elements, with respect, and I am not going
to answer questions, but it is very obvious, there may be elements
of the costs which have not been disclosed yet by the contractors,
it is as simple as that. If.you had not been asking for the total
costs then perhaps you would be entitled but you asked for the total
costs and he has said that until such time as he is involiced he does
not know what the total costs will be. Next question.
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6.7.83
NO. - 268 OF 1983 '. ORAL

- THE HON G T RESTANO

Will the Government state whether the cost to date of the Chairman
of the Electricity Department's Steering Committee has increased

- from the £71,499.93 stated in the last meeting of the House of
Assembly, and if so what 1s the latest figure-and furthermore how
many more days has the Chairman spent in Glbraltar on official
business?

ANSWER
THE HON_THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, the cost of the Chalrman of the Electricity Depart-
ment's Steering Committee has increased by £15,732.87 from £71,499.93
to £87,232.80 covering the period 16 May to 30 June, 1983.

The Chairman has: spent a further 28 days in Gibraltar in his off1c1al
capaclity, during ‘the same period.

In~addition to the number of days.spent in Gibraltar in: his official
capacity, the Chairman-has undertaken work in the United Kingdom with
. Messrs British &1ectrlclty International lelted, in connectlon with
. the Steerlng Commlttee s work.
This was done on 2 and 3 June, 1963, at a cost of £718. LO. fThese
figures aré reflected in the total cost of £87,232.80. Coe

SUPPLE] IENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 268 OF 1983

HON ¢ T RBSWANO

Mr Speaker, I noticed last time that we asked a guestion on this it
was worked out that the Chairman-was getting in the region of £L00
for every day that he worked. Now I see that the figure on the
£15,732 that has been glven, has gone to over £550 per day, why is
it costlng more now?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, first of all let me answer one thing, that the Chairman
of the Steering Committee is not getting paid, we pay the Industrial
Society and as I mentioned in Question No. 197 of 1983 and I repeat:
"Phis takes into.account the. fact -that from that date the Industrial
Society is charging a flat rate of - £1,250 per week instead of the
daily rate of £250. The previous average. weekly cost of the Chairman
was £1,940 per week., It should also .be noted that the Industrial
Society fees charged to the Gibraltar Goverhment.are considerably
lower than the rates applicable to those in the United Kingdom for
similar consultancies". The Hon Member has suggested that the cost
has gone up but if he would allow me to have a look at the figures
because I do not have the figures broken down, I can break down the
: figures and this afternoon or tomorrow morning I can provide him
with the answer he requires., I thinﬁ the question that he asked was
why had the figures gone up, wasn't it?
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MR SPEAKER:

I think the correct question is why -has the average spending gone
up because I do not think it has even been said in this House.
that. the paying by Government is based on a fixed amount and it
is a question of an-average ‘going up, is that correct?

HON G T RESTANO:

In May when this was aired it cost the Government £400 for every
day that this man was used and since that meeting there has been
an extra added expense of £15,732, forget the 5732 that is
covered by oomethlng else, for 28 days of this man's time and
that is nearly £550, that is a 25% increase.

MR SPEAKER:

We will leave 1t at that and ‘you will get the information. Next
questlon. . '
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, 6,7.83
NO. - 269 OF 1983 ) ORAL

"o THE HON G T RLSTANO

Would the Minister for Municipal Services now outline the areas
where agreement has been reached. in the Electricity Department's
" 8teering Committee and also the areas where agreement has not yet
been reached?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL. SERVICES

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Electricity Department's Steering Committee. has
now commenced consideration on the draft document of agreement. I
trust that the Hon Member will agree that outlining the contents of
the document would not be in the general interest of the public at
this crucial point in’ time nor of assistance-to the Committee at
this stage. However, I am satisfied that very substantial progress
has been made-.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. . 269 OF 1983 -
‘HON G T RESTANO : ' ' '

' .Did the. Minister say the draftlng of all the agreed p01nts 1s belng
done? i

HON DR R G VALARINO:

The draft document.

;. HON G T RESTANO:

Is it being prepared or it has been prepared?

MR SPIAKER:

It is considering the draft document so the draft must have been
prepared.

HON G T RESTANO:

Does that mean that the Commlttee has made its agreements, has it
come. to final agreement if they are now preparlng the draft document?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

The Hon Member must remember that the Steering Committee consists of the
Staff Side and the Administration Side. What has been put forward is a
draft document of agreement and this document of agreement will now be
perused by the people involved in the Steering Committee and I am

: extremely. hopeful that very great progress has been meintained and

that substantial progress has been made. Let me say as well that
negotiations, obviously, on the draft document of agreement will
continue since the draft, obviously, is not the final document.
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HON G T RESTANO:

" May I ask, first of all Mr Speaker, who in fact has prepared the
draft, is it one side of the Committee?

. MR SPEAKER:

No, with due respect, it is very obvious who has prepared the draft.
The Steering Committee has met umpteen times, they have produced a
draft document with a view to discuss, I have not been there myself
but I think it is obvious that they are not considering the draft
agreement for the purposes of coming to a consensus. I think it is
clear.

HON G T RESTANO:

No, Mr Speaker, I do not think so.-

MR SPEAKEK:

I do not think we should get 1nvolved Wlth the partlcular worklngs
of the Commltuee.

[ HON G T RESTANO:
Well, I would like to know Mr Speaker, there are two 31des to thau
Commlttee, there is manavement and there 1s staff. :

MR SPEAKER:

No, with due respect, there is one Committee consisting of.different_
representation and the Committee has prepared.a draft which it is
consicdering. As I say, I am not privy to anything that has happened
in the Committee but from what has been said inh this House it is.
very obvious and clear.,

HON G T RESTANO:

Well, if it comes from the Committee then does it mean that they
have reached agreement in all areas?

MR SPEAKER:

No, with due respect, I am not prolonglng the agony and that is what
we are doing.

HON P J ISOIA:

If this is a draft document of agreement then it does not matter who
draws it up but the fact there is a draft document of agreement
surely implies that agreement has been reached on everything and a

- draft document embodying those agraements is being prepared and that
is what my Hon Friena wants to know. :
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MR SPEAKER:

With due respect to the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition,
the answer has been that the Electricity Department's Steering
Commlttee has now commenced consideration on the draft document of
. agreement which they have prepared, I think that is obv1ous, and
they are considering now whether they have included in this agree-
ment what has been agreed upon by all parties, I think that must be
obvious because otherwise we are going round in eircles.

HON P J ISOLA:

The trouble is, Nr Speaker, with respect to the Minister, we have
never had a straight answer on what the Steerlng Commlttee is doing
and what it has agreed on. We are fobbed off in every meeting with
progress and so forth, The latest fob is this one, a draft document
of agreement. Normally, if I make 'an agreement with somebody and we
get to the stage where we are agreed on everythlng, then we do a
draft document and there you decide whether in fact we have put in
everythlng that we have agreed. . ,

MR'SPEAKER:

.And that is what is happening.'
_ HON P J ISOLA:
We are-asking the Minister, and -he has hot answered . that, Mr Spea&er,

with the greatest respect, What we are asking the hlﬂlﬁter is, is it
his view because the draft document of agreement is being put forward,

" that there has in fact, subject to approval of the agreement, been

agreement on all outSuanqlng matters?

MR SPEAKER:

With respect to the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition what the
Hon Mr Restano asked is who has prepared this agreement and that is
where I interrupted but in any event let us have an answer to your
question.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, one thing I would like to point out to the Hon and
Learned Mr Isola is that talks between staff and management on this
problem are confidential and have to be kept confidential. There-
fore, press me as he may in this House to let him know what is going
on and what 1s not going on I cannot in honour tell him exactly what
is happening or what progress the Steering Committee has reached. I
am sure that he, as a very intelligent man, is able to appreciate.
this fact and I-am very sorry but I can only go as far as saying
that progress is being maintained. One day, possibly in the near
future, I will be able to give him details of any agreements that
they have made but until then I am limited to what I can say and I
think that really explains my answers in the last House and in this
House to the Hon Member in a nutshell.
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'HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, will not the Minister agree that he has a very big
responsibility to this House especlially since he has now asked

us to vote close on £1lm to keep that Steering Committee in being

. and does he not think that this House deserves some explanation,

and through this House the public, of this enormous public expendi-

ture of ‘monies on this secret cabal, if I may call it that, this
secret committee, which seems to have no answers to any questlons
but continues to spend public monies to the tune of nearly £1m?

HON DR R G VALARINO:
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have an enormoﬁs commitment to the House and I

have always shown it. Let me go back to an answer which I gave
him previously when he asked me « « « o o .

MR SPEAKER:

No, we must not extend the questlon let us leave it at that. We.
have ventllateu the .matter as far as-we. can at ouestlon tlme.

_ HON J.BOSSANO:'

"I would like the Hon-Minisiter to state quite categorlcall M.
Speaker, that the Steering.Committee 'is not responsible for ‘
spending ‘one penny of public money and has not spent one.penny

of the million pounds which the Hon Leadew of the Onosotlon said
the Steering. Committee has spent.

HON P J ISOLA:

No, the Minister has.

HCN J BOSSANO:

I am asking the Hon Member to state that quite categorically.

because I certainly think the people in the Steering Committee
will not accept responsibility for spending public monies.

MR SPEAKER:

Let us leave it at that,.I think Mr Bossano has clarified the
point he wanted to clarify. - .

HON J Bossgwo-

But, Mr Speaker, I am not in a position to claery from this side
of the House. - I am asking the Minister to confirm whether it is
correct to say that the Steering Commifttee has not spent one penny
of public money. ’ '
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I imagine the Hon Mr Bossano is referring to
Waterport and Hawker Siddeley and there I completely agree with
him that the Steering Committee has not spent even a halfpenny
of public monies.,

HON P J 'ISOLA:

Will the Minister confirm that as a result of the prolongation
of the discussions in the Steering Committee as a result of the
sheer inability of management and employees to come to an agree—
ment, the cost to the Gibraltar taxpayer 1s almost £1m?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, if I may, the only thlng I can say is that,as a
result of the Steering Committee, in future years we may be saved

a lot of further millions of pounds due to the pfoper running of -

Waterport Power Station.

MR SPEAKER:

" . Order, next question, o .
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| 6.7.83
NO.. 270 OF 198% | ' ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, will Government state the average waiting time for those
applicants classified as "social cases"?

ANSWER
THE HON THs MINISTER FOR HOUSING, ILABOUR AND SOCIAL SE CURITY

Mr Speaker, waiting time by social cases is determined by}avail—
abillity of pre-war accommodation and by the order of priority
awarded on its merit to each case by the Housing Advisory Committee.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QU“STION NO. 270 OF 1983

HON A J. HAYNES

Mpr Speaker, I want to know whether the 1mpetus that was achieved in
attendlng to soc1al cases last year has been maintained or not?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI'

Mr Speaﬁer, 1f . could have worked out the average Waltlng time I
"would have given it. It is impossible to work.out the average time-
because there are two factors involved. First is the factor of -
- merit and then the factor of avallablllty. You could have top

grade merit and not have any house available so it could take a
year. You could have merit and availability of housing-and it
could take a matter of weeks so it is 1mposs1ble to arrive at an -
average. :

HON A J HAYNZS:
Mr Speaker, surely the average is what is the length of time that

the longest classified social case has been walting and what is the
time that the quickest one has been hoeused?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

That is the average of two, Sir.

HON A J HAYNES:

"If that is done with slightly more than one but with a few of them
would give you the average. Mr Speaker, the point is will the
Minister confirm that fewer social cases have been housed in the
year 1983 than last year?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:
Possiﬁly‘so, the thing is that there are not so many houses available

at this time. The more social cases you fit in the less housing you
have available.. : .
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HON A J HAYNES:-
Mr Speaker, we will have to start off another campaign in order
to get priority given to social cases again. Will the Minister

- confirm that there are in excess of 200 empty houses in
Gibraltar? - -

MR SPEAKER:
You do not have to answer that question.

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

No, Mr Speaker.

HON A J HAYNES:

Was.that no he won't confirm it, not it is.not true or no what?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI :
[ No, I will not confirm it.
HON A J HAYNES:

Would the Minister want me to send him ths list that T was given

by his predecessor or not? MNMr Speaker, I think the Minister is
being obstreperous. . .

MR SPEAKER:

With respect to the Questiongr, the guestion you have just asked
has no relevance to the original question.

HON A J HAYNES:

But surely if there are over éOO‘empty houses ¢« « + « &

MR SPEAKER: -

You wanted to know the average waiting time for those applicants
classifiec as social cases and the Minister has told you that he
cannot give you that average because it is unworkable. Whether
it is correct or not is another matter.

HON A J HAYNES: :

Mr Speaker, last March I asked a question in relation to social
cases again: "“How many have been housed as a result of being
classified as social cases"? If I deviate one iota from that I
am told to give separate notice. Does that mean I have to write
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an essay instead of a question? Surely the Minister all he
wants to know is the subject on which I have t6 ask a gquestion
and not continually hide behind the little prerogative of

.notice. : .

MR SPREAKER:

Next quéstion.
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| 6.7.83
NO.. 271 OF 198% ' ORAL

THE_HON A_J_HAYNES

Sir, will Government publish the waiting.list for housing appiicants.

" scheduled under the Catalan Bay waiting list, and will Government

state the average waliting time for the first ten applicants in any
category. as compared to the walting time in the general housing
list?

ANSWER

- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, LABOUR AND SOCIAI, SECURITY

Mr Speaker, up to now no waiting list has been published in respect
of Catalan Bay. However, such a list has been in preparation over
the last quarter and will be published in the future on a quarterly
basis. The first such 1list will be publlshea shortly showing the
position at the end of June, 1983.

It is very difficult to compute the comparatlve dverage times
requested.

SUPPLEMENTAQY TO QUESTION NO. 271 OF 1983

HON A J HAYNES

Agaln, surely, Mr Speaker, it is a matter of mathematlcs. The first
ten may have been waiting two years, one year, three years or what- -
ever. Isn't that the case, Mr Speaker? Will the Minister confirm
that the computation is a simple mathematical calculation?

MR SPEAKER:

The answer is that he cannot givé you the average. Whether he should
or he should not is another matter. .

HON A J HAYNES:
Will the Minister confirm that in previous years we asked for the
list to be published of the general housing list and we were told

that it required fourteen secretaries and 1t was impossible to do
and that subsequently a Minister came in and did it?

MR SPZAKER:
No, order.
HON A J HAYNES:

Will Government confirm that the average waiting time for the first

. ten in the general housing list is far greater than the average
" waiting time for the first ten in the Catalan Bay 1ist? :

r
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

No, Mr Spesaker.

HON A J HAYNES:

Is. that no. he won't confirm it or no it is true?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

I will not confirm ite

M2 SPEAKER:

. Next question. : S R -
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. 6:7:83
NO. 272 OF 1983 B ORAL

. THE HON A J HAYNES

Will Government state whether or not they have completed their
survey to determine the number of tenants who are overhoused?

_ ' ANSWER
'THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, the survey on overhousing has not yet been completed.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO 272 OF 1983

‘HON A J HAXN?S
Mr Speaker, can the Minister nevertheless give us any indication as

to the amount of transfers it is hoped to achieve as a result of :
thls survey?

HON MAJOR F J. DELLIPIANT

No, Sir,iobviously, because I nave not got the surﬁey.

"HON A J HAYNES

Has he got any figures in relation to the sufvey?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

Noe.

HON A J HAYNES:

Is the survey being well responded, are people wrltlng in glVlng
any information?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:
The main cause for the delay -has been the lack of cooperation of a
great number of tenants by not answering the questionnaire sent to

them and also the fact that the staff of the Housing Department
were recently involved with the preparation of the rent increases.

'HON A J HAYNES:
Sir, may I remind the present‘Minister what one of his predecessors
said in March, 1983, In relation to this he said: "I think the

response has been quite good so far". So which is it, one Minister
says it is a good response and. the next one says, it is awful? .

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

The iniiial response was good, afterwards it petered out.
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2. .
HON A J HAYNES:

Can the Minister state what percentage of replies ; " e e e

MR SPEAKER:

No, with respect, he has given an answer.

HON A J HAYNES:

I won't ask another mathematical question, Mr Speaker. Can I
have a date question? Can the Minister tell us when he anticipates
the survey will be produced? ' :

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, no Member opposite will ever get me to give a date
and theén be accused that the date has not been met so I will not
give.a date.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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. _ 6.7.83
NO. 273 OF 1983 ' ORAL
THE HON A J HAYNES

Is Government satisfied with the aaministrative organisation of the
Industrial Tribunal.and will Government .consider appointing Justices
of the Peace to the Tribunal or in some other way facilitate the
administrative organisation of the Tribunal?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

No, Sir. The Government is not satisfied with the ex1st1ng administra-~
tive arrangements for the Industrial Tribunals and is looking into

ways of improving the situation with a view to getting appeals dealt
with more quicklye.

The Government would not consider aDp01nt1ng Justices of the Peace to ‘
the Tribunals for the following reasons:

(a). No dlfflcultles are encountered with the 30901ntment
of a Chairman for.the Tribunals and.the delays in
dealing with appeals do not arise in this respect.

(p) It is the practlce in 'the UK to appoint. legally

' qualified’ practltloners to chair Industrisgl
Tribunals and 1t is intended to continue to
follow this practice in Glbraltar.

SUPPLERENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 273 OF 1983
HON A J HAYNES: '

Mr Speaker, I am glad that .the Government has accepted that it is not
functioning satisfactorily but there does seem to be a dlscrebancy.
My information as to why it functions or malfunctions is that in part
there is difficulty as regards the avallablllty of a Chairman. Will
the Minister, having said that that is not the case, outline what he
considers to be the main problsms in respect of the Tribunal?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANTI:

I will repeat that there is no difficulty with the present Chairman.
The main difficulty lies in getting all the parties concerned to
agree to dates for hearings despite the fact that the Chairman has
the power to fix such dates arbitrarily. Pressure of work within
departments which leads to delays .in preparing cases for submission
to the Tribunal, recent increases in the manning levels in the
department should lead to speedier action in the future, difficulties
in obtaining a suitable venue for holding public hearings despite
full cooperation received in this respect from the Director of John
Mackintosh Hall. ‘ _ )

HON A J‘HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister confirm that one of the Chairmen of the
Tribunal at his last or one of the last judgements he gave indicated
in the end there was a reguirement for alternatlve Chalrmen and an
increase in the Tribunal to be made?
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:
I am not aware of that, Mr Speaker.
HON A’ J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, will the Minister for Labour and Socigl Security also
confirm that the Tribunal whilst having a lawyer does not mean
that the Justices of the Peace are excluded from it since they
also have lawyers in their number?

MR SPEAKER:

No, that is a different matter.

HON A J HAYNES:

The question 1s;‘w111 Governmenu conslder appointing Justices of
the Peace° .

MR SPE AKWR

They have said no.. o .
'HON.A.J HAYNE :.-

~They have said no on the basis that ihéy are'ﬁot egally quaiified.‘.
MR SPEAKER:

They have said no and they have given some reasohs for it.
HbN A J HAYNES:

My understanding of the answer 1s that in part the reasons for
incluaing Justices of the Peace is that the Government require a
legally trained person to be the Chairman.

" MR SPEAKER:

No, the reason is that they have followed the practice in the
United Kingdom whereby the Chairman is a legally qualified
practitioner and they are satisfied with that system. It is as
simple as that, that is what you have been told. ‘

HON A J HAYNES:

Iy

Will Government reconsider their decision as regards the use of
Justices of the Peace especially where a Tribunal or a Bench of
Justices coula be made up which includes legal practitioners?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:

- My favourite word, Mr Speaker, no. -
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HON A J HAYNES:,

Will the. Government tell us when they expect the Tribunal to be
-functioning properly or to their satisfaction?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANTI:

No'date, Mr Spe aker.

HON A J HAYNES:

Will the Minister confirm that the present waiting time for an
application to the Tpibunal is in excess of two years?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, I am surprised that the Hon Member wishes to introduce
the question of Justices of the Peace. "I think it is a very
salutary thing for members of the Bar with a certain amount of
years practice, eight or ten years practice, to take on as they
have done, té6 take on this assignement to Chair Tribunals-and it

is spread out in the Bar reasonably evenly, those 'who want to do
it, (a) because first of all they get paid, not very well but they
get paid, and (b) because it gives members of -the legal profe881on :
an element of judicial initiation and practice which I think 1s .
very helpful, generally, for the aamlnlstratlon of Justlce.

‘'HON A J HAYNES:
Mr Speaker, we already know that it is not functioning, there is a

two year walting list for anybody who has a claim of being. unfalrly
dlsmlssed.

MR SPZAKER:
I think in fairness to the administration it has been made very clear

that if it is not working it has been through no lack of flndlnc a
Chairman,.

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speszker, I have already pointed out to the Minlster that one of
the Chairman's ruling « . « . « . . :

" MR SPEAKER:

We are arguing now. If you wish to ask a question you are free to
do so. .

HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, I am reminded by my Hon Colleague, I have not received
an answer yet to the question I asked last which was what is the
averagze waiting time for an application to the Industrial Tribunal,

is it two years?
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: -

I have no idea, Mr Spesker.

HON A J HAYNES:

For a Minister who is not satisfied with the way that something
is functioning he seems to be remarkably ill-informed, how did
he take the view that it was not functioning well, Mr Speaker?

MR SPEAKER:

Next quesfion.
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NO. 27h OF 1983 o ORAL
THE HON W T SCOTT

Sir, will Government make a statement informing this House of. the
_investigations it has carried.out .on the possibility of introducing
a Youth Opportunities or a Youth Training Programme?

ANSWER .
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, IABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr Speaker, the possibility of introducing a Youth.Opportunities or
Youth Training Programme is tied to the setting up of the College of
Further Education-and a statement on the matter will be made once
the arrangements to set up the College are finalised.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QDESTION NO. 274 OF 1983

HON W T SCOTT

Mr Speaker, does the Government not think it advisable that that pilot
scheme at the Construction Industry Training Centre, the training
scheme which unfortunately has not met with the success originally
envisaged, should not be further extended to cover areas normally
covered by Youth. ODpOPtunltl°S or Youth Lralnlng Programmes before

- the College of Further Education starts working because it seems -to.
me, lr Speaker, that we now have the highest ever figure of youth
unemployment, 1 think the last figure is 116, at a time when-the -
school has not broken up for the summer?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIAﬁI:

Mr Speaker, as a matter of fact as at 11 am this morning the applica-
tions received for the Youth Training Scheme 1s 35 and the closing ‘
date is the 15th July so I think this year the scheme is.getting. off
the ground quite well. I still look at this type of scheme -as a
proving ground for types of youth careers training. I would like to
see this working properly before 1 can venture out into others.

HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, I am saying again, is it not advisable for Government and
it already has waited two years and one is glad to hear that the
reaction this year is now substantially greater than last year but is
it not tlme, after having waited two years, that we should have some
~initiative in some other QlPeCtlon of youth employment for the benefit
of our youth in Gibraltar?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: v

I think, Mr Speaker, that if I have this kind of encouraging reply T
can move into other directions, I am not prepared to move into other
directions until I know thet the attitude of thé young people is
changing and they are prepared to deal with other aspects of tralnlnw
which they have not looked at before.
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HON W T SCOTT:

I would agree with that, Mr Speaker, in part, but how can we have

.a change of attitude if the opportunities are not there? We can

certainly blame them for not taking uUp the opportunities but un-
less the opportunity is offered to them we can hardly blame them
for having that attitude and will the Minister comment on that?

MR SPEAKER:

No, not comment, it is a question of information.

HON MAJOR B J D?LLIPIANI'

Mr Speaker, all I have to say is that the whole questlon is tied

up with Further Education. - We are going ahead with Further Zduca-
tion and when this comes up I Will in fact ask the Hon Member, if
we are .still both here, to come to my .office and we can discuss
programmes because I know he has shown a- great interest in this and
I am very willing to cooperate with him at all times.,

HON W T'SCOTT

One point, Mr Speaker, and that is that I disagree with the Hon

. Member when he talks about Further uqucatlon. _We are. talking sbout

youth unemployment.

MR SPEAXER:

Next question.
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NO. 275 OF 1983 L ORAL
. L THE HON W T SCOTT '

Mr Sbeaker, Sir, why has Government not brought the appropriate amend-
ment to the Control of Employment Ordinance to this mgeting of the
House?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Sir, the Hon Member has evidently not read the Agenda for this meeting
before putting his question. A Bill to amend the Control of Employ-
ment Ordinance will be submitted to the House at a later stage in the
proceedings.,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 275 OF 1983

. HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, it.was  precisely because after having received the Agenda
three or four days-before notice of guestions had to be given and I
waited three or four days and by the time the notice for guestions

came up, Mr Speaker, the Bill had not been published,.in fact, we onWy
got it yesterday and I am asking the Government and I did this ’
" knowirngly and very Duroosely, Mr Speaker, whether again they are going
to seek the suspension of Standing Orders°

' HON.MAJOR F J DELLIPIANT:
Mr Speaker, T am'glad he did- it on purpose,'he~obviously reads his '

Agenda. We are bringing a Bill and we do not intend to rush it
through without due consideration .by the House.

HON W T SCOIT:
I do not know, Mr Speaker, because we have the whole Bill in its

" entirety in this.meeting, First and Second Readings and Third Stage,
the whole Bill. , :

" HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANT:

We intend to suspénd Standing Orders.
HON W T SCOTT:

With one day's notice.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERATL:

It Iimay just clarify. It is not intended to take this Bill through
"gll stages and I will explain why it was not published earlier when
it comes up.

MR SPEAKER:

NeXt question.
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| 6.7.83
NO. _276_OF 1983 | ORAL

THE HON G T RESTANO

Have consultations now taken place with the Chamber of Commerce and
the TGWU on the guestion of the Shop Hours Ordinance?

e ANSWER

e ——

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING, LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECﬁRITY

Mr Speaker, a meeting of the reconstltuted Labour Advisory Board was
called for Monday 27 June specifically to discuss the gquestion of
the Shop Hours Ordinance. . ‘

The meeting had to be cancelled at the last moment because of the
inability of certain members to attend, and a further meeting has
been called to discuss the. matter on 13 July, 1983. I must add, Mr
" Speaker, that this meeting has also now been postponed because of
‘different representations to the Committee made by the Union side.
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| 6.7.83
NO, 277 OF 1983 ' ORAL

THE HON A J HAYNES

Sir, W111 Government state the costs involved in the Trade Promotions
of the Tourist Department incurred thle year?

THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND SPORT

Sir, the Gibraltar Tourist Office has conducted three Trade Promotions
this year, two in UK and one in Morocco. The cost incurred in these
promotions was £8,599.48."

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 277 OF 1983
HON A J§ HAYNES: S ' )

" . Can we have a breakdown of that, Mr Speaker?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, the breqkdovn is qulte lengthy but It am prepareo to give
- it. January 31st ~ February 3rd - -visiting Swindon, Stockport, .
Huddersfield and Wakefield. Swindon - accommodatlon £189,85, buffet
£475.97, a total cost of £665.82. Stockport - acoommodatlon £160.01,
buffet £698.21, total £858.22. Huddersfield - accommodation £150.62,
buffet £497.77, total cost £649.39. Wakefield - accommodation £301.53, °
buffet £3290.54, total £692.07. The Minister's passage and allowance
£523. . February 28th to March Bro - visiting Newcastle, Middles-
borough « « « « & .

MR SPEAKER:

Is this going on for iong?'

HON H J ZANMMITT:

~ There is not very much more, lir Speaker. Visiting Newcastle, Middles-
borough, York and Nottingham. Newcastle - accommodation £229.43,
buffet £773.94, total £1,003.45, Middlesborough - accommodation
£173.22, buffet £8,40.01, total £1,013.31., York - accommodation
£160.40, buffet £350, total £511.39. Nottingham -~ accommodation
£174L.55, buffet £992, total £1,166.55. MNinister's passage and
subsistence- allowence £523% and the audio visual equipment was £68li.5L.
Regarding Morocco, Mr Speaker, between January 18th and 21st, visiting
Fez, Kenitra, Rabat and Casablanca total cost was £309.77. Sub51stence
allowance was £258.61 for the Director, passage £23, incidental
expenses £28.16. total £309.77.

‘HON A J HAYNES:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say. how many people were involved in
these promotion trips from the department?
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HON H J ZAMMITT:

I can from memory, Mr Speaker, say that invariably about 10C to 130
people turn up to our trade promoticns in the UK, that is travel
agents, tour operators.

MR SPEAKER: ' - ,

I éo not” think that is the question you are being asked. The guestion
you are being asked is how many people are 1nvolved in these promotion
trips from the department.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

S8ir, the only person who travels from Glbraltar is myself. I do not
go to Morocco, the Director does Morocco. The team consists, of
course, of the London Office Manager and a- young Clerical Officer,
our projectionist from Lonsdale, our public relations person Mr David
Berrill from .the advertising agents™and then we are ‘jcined up by a
representdtive of Cadogan, ﬁxchange Travel Both ﬂorlds, Yorkshire .
Travel. . :

MR SPEAKER:
'-Agaln I am going to have to interrupt you. Yoﬁ .are being asked how

many people are involved insofar as the exnenses and costs are
concerned.

HON H J ZAMMITT:
We only pay for our advertising agents, our public relations, the

Office Menager, the Clerical Officer and the projectionist. Ky
allowance, of course, covers my own hotel accommodation.

HON A J HAYNES:

These costs are for about four or five people, is that'cbrreqt?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Or five or six.

HON A J HAYNES:

The lMinister said, Mr Speaker, that on average he would be received
by 130 travel agents, is that correct? At every function, at every
speech you give or whatever there is about 130 repreoentatlves of
the tourist trade, i1s that correct?

HON H J ZANMITT:
: Yes, on average, of -course it depenas on what area one is visiting

but if one is doing Newcastle or Nottingham then one would expect
in that region, our turnouts are very, very good indeed.
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_HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, in the light of what he experienced in these presentations,

could the Minister say whether he is now optimistic, pessimistic or in

despair about the chances of Gibraltar progressing -as a-tourist resort?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

I think, K¥r Speaker, there is a question coming up from the Hon Member
later on on this., Certainly in the immediate future I think we can do
no better than what we are doing, quite honestly, with the present
recession that tourism in general is suffering.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

What I am asking for is his reaction. What sort of reaction did he
find from the Deople, most of them I suppose are people who keep
coming back again to these presentations and what sort of hope d1d he
get from what he heard from those represertat1ves°.

HON H.J ZAMMITT ¢
“Mr Speaker5 the reaction one géts is the reaction one has always been

getting (a)_the cost factor of Gibraltar makes, things difficult, .the
departure of our aircraft from unglana does not help US e e 5 = &

MR SPEAKER:

~ No, we are not going to go into that aspect of it. You are being
asked what reaction you get from your promotions. .

HOW H J ZAMMITT:.

That is the reaction we get from our tour operators and travel agents
that they do send people through but they could send more through if
our price structure was more in competitive lines with other destina-
tions, if our planes had a different departure time, the strength of
the pound. That there is an interest in Gibraltar, of that there is
no doubte. '

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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607.83
NO.. 278 OF 1983 . | ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

‘Can the Minister for Tourism and Postal Services state how many
tourist operators in the United Kingdom have been visited by his
department in the last six months?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISH AND SPORT

Sir, the number of tourist operators in the United Kingdom visited
by the Tourist Office during the 1ast six months was 283, covering
65 towns.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO. Q 23T Ou NO, 278 OF 1983

HON LAJOR R J P tLIZA:

I.just Wonder whether the Minister has got the gquestion right. I .
was not referring to travel agencies but actual tour operators..

HON H J ZAMMITT: '

These are travel agents and tour operators which we have visited.
I should say, Mr Speaker, that for the- last year, although the
question does not ask it, we have taken on a Kr Berrill from
Lonsdale to work for Gibraltar to visit tour operators and travel
agents and the figure,.of course, since he started off is LO5
tourist outlets. . ~

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I thlnk perhaps he has not got my question right. %What I mean by
tour operators 1s people who organise tourism as such like Thomson
Tours and firms like that. How many of these, L400? Or are they
agenciles which is a different thing altogether?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Well, Mr Speaker, tourist operatcrs are not tour operators. Tourist
operators dre Zxchange Travel, all those people, and the answer is
that we have visited 283 over the last six months. Well, not all
tour operators, tour operators and travel agents.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

v

Could he say how many tour operators as distinct from travel agents?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, I could not say that is the figﬁré, Mr Speaker, because I took
it as how many outlets or tourist operators.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:
Can the Minister find out and let me know?

HON- H J ZAMMITT :

'Certainly.

MR SPEAKER:
Next question.

1},
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6.7.83
NO. 279 OF 1983 ORAL

" IHS HON MAJOR R J PELIZA.

Can the Minister for Tourism and Postal Services state what the
. hotel occupancy is likely to be this summer?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND SPORT

Sir, it is rather risky to attempt forecasts in what is a volatile
industry. However, the hotel occupancy expectation for this summer
is not encouraging unless there is an improved response in late
bookings from the traditional UK market. It 1s calculated that this
summer hotel occupancy would be approximately 50%.

SUPPLEIENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 279 OF 1983
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: ’

And that compares with last year, h;gher'orllower than last year?:

CHON H J ZAMMITT :

It"is slightly lower than last year, lr Speaker.
MR SPEAKZR:

Next question.
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) . 6.7.83
NO. 280 OF 1983 S ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, has Government any plans for the opening of the Nun's
Well as a tourist site?’

‘ ANSWER
THRE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM AND SPORT

Mr Speaker, Government agrees that this historical site could well be
very attractlve to tourists, perhaps as part of a "Southern Tour",
which would also incluae the 100-ton gun, the Lighthouse and the
Shrine of Our Lady of Europe. :

However, the cost 1nvolved in making the Nun s Well into 'a tourist
site would need to be considered.

SUPPLEN ZNTARY TO QUESTION NO. 280 OF 1983
HON-A P LODDO:

Mr Speaker, will the Government consider thls but as a matter of
urgency considering or- taking 1nto account that oul tourist 1ndustry
is 1n such a bad Way? -

MR SPZAKER:

Could we perhsps be enlightened, where is tﬁe Nun's Weil?-

HON H J ZANMITT:

Fun's Well, Sir, is an area near ?uropa Lighthouse. It is very
attractlve, it is a chamber below ground level which was an old well
and it has mosaics going back to the year dot, a very attractive, .
area but again it is certainly being considered together with other -
historical sitese.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, my last question was will the Government, considering the
crisis which the tourist industry is going through and considering
the potential there is for the development of this whole area taking
into account the 0ld whipping post which is a natlonal monument, will
the Government look into the development of the Wun's Well as a
_matter of urgency? -

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Sir, we are looking into a number of areas of Gibraltar's heritage as
a matter of urgency but I cannot say that the urgency will be three
months, six months or a year. . . .

HON MAJOR R J P sLIZA: ’ S -

’

Can the Minlster séy when théy are going to stop looking and doing
something?

MR SPEAKER:
- Order, next questionf 71
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6.7.83
NO.. 281 OF 1983 | B ORAL

THE HON P J 1SOLA

'Sir,‘will Government make a statement on the agreement it is reported
to have entered into with the Gibraltar Taxi Association detailing
in that statement matters that require legislative authority?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Answered together with Question No. 282 of 1983,

72

vt dme by oy aEr R s < yas 11 Sesteseuse gnes

e




| | 6.7.83
NO. 282 OF 1983 ORAL

THE 'HON P J ISOILA

Sir, in view of the fact that the issue of licences for taxis is
within -the absolute discretion of the Transport Commission under
the. Traffic Ordinance, can Government state under what authority
the Minister for Public Works could make an agreement with taxi
drivers not to increase the number of licences and is thls agree-
"ment not clearly outside the law?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC VORKS o ;

Mr Speaker, it should be noted that over the years the Transport
Commission has sought Government's advice and guidance as to the
number of licences which should be available for taxi drivers. It
. recently became necessary to review the overall position and to

" .establish ceilings which would meet the requirements of both the

o The relevant 1eglslatlon is being amended, pr601sely in the course of

Government and-th#® trade and, subsequently, to arrive at a reason-
able and realistic-policy. - In pursuance of this policy the Govern—
ment then decided to enter into a formald agreement with the )
Gibraltar Taxi Assoclation which, inter alia, included a llmltatlon,
on the number of taxi drlver llcences which - should be on issue at
"any glven time. - . :

these proceedings, in order to .provide specifically that it is a
proper function of Government to establish the number of licences |
which may be issued. It will, however, stilil be a statutory function
of the Transport Commission to process applications for the granting
of such licences, within the policy and ceiling laid down by the
Government. Regarding the agreement between the Government and the
Taxi Association, I am circulating a copy of the agreement for
information. Since there is agreement between the twec parties, there
is no need at the present moment for any legislation to put the terms
into effect other than what I have prev1ous1y stated. ;

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 281 AND 232 OF 1983

"HON P J ISOLA:

Can the linister confirm that the reason for the rushed piece of
legislation that has been brought to the House with notice of a
supplementary Agenda and therefore not thought of last Friday when
the House was circulated with the Agenda, that the real reason for
bringing this rushed plece of legislation, and I use the word
advisedly, lMr Speaker, is that the Transport Commission has
threatened to take the Government to Court for a declaration that
the agreement is outside the law and therefore illegal? 1Is that
the reason why the legislation has been brought?

HON M K FEATHERSTONEZ :

NO, SiI‘- ,‘ ' . . !

.
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HON P J ISOLA

If that is the case, Mr Speaxer, can I ask the Minister why the
draft legislation does not include other matters that require
legislative authority and which the Minister does not seem to
have realised or those advising him?

.HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The Hon Member one or two meetings ago pressed me that we should
have a loock at the situstion of the Transport Commission and that
we should make amendments. This went through Council of Ministers,
it was agreed that amendmenits should be made in certain areas,
briefing instructions were given to the Attorney-General, the Bill
has now come before the House or will be coming before the House.

. -

HON P J ISOLA:

=54

. Mr Speaker, can the Minister confﬂrm to me :that he has received a
letter from the Transvort Commission threatening legal action
because of this Darflcular provision of the Government purportlng
by -an,agreement to llmlt the number of -licénces?

'HON‘M ‘K FEATHIRS TOBE.

.+ Theé Nlnlstﬂr has not recelvea any ietter from the Transport
: Comm1831on. .

HON P J ISOLA:

But has the Administrative Sécretary of the Government of Gibraltar
received such a letter? :

HCH M X FEATHERSTCKE:

- Not to my knowledge, it has not been brought to me.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I have seen a copy of the letter and the letter gave
the Administrative Secretary or the Government until Yednesday,
today, -I think it was. Has the Adninistrative Secretary brought
the contents of this letter, may I ask, to any Minister of the
Government or the Hon and Learned Attorney-General°

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Well, I am slightly taken off'balance by the last part of the
questlon Mr Speaker. The point I wanted to make which is not
“directly answering that last part of the question, is that the
Government can make an agreement with whomsoever it likes.
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HON P J ISOLA:

I am asking if £he letter written to the Administrative Secretary has
been brought to the notice of any Minister of the Government? I can-
‘not believe, lMr Speaker, a statement from that side of the House that
a letter threatening legal action in respect of an agreement signed

by a Minister of the Government has not been brought to the notice of
- any Minister of the Government, I cannot believe that.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

If it is any help to the Leader of the Opposition, I can tell him that
I know nothlng about it. .

HON P J ISOLA:
Well, this is an extraordidary'way, Mr Speaker, of the Government

carrylng on its business., Can I ask the Attorney-General if -the
contents of that letter have been brought to his attention?-

HON ATTORHEYfGENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I-have not received a letter to that effect at all.

. HON P 4 ISOLA:
The contents of the letter to the Administrative Secretary from Lﬁé

Chairman of" the Transport Commission, has that been brought to the
notice of the Attorney—General°

HON ATT ORIm Y-GENERAL:

I cannot recall such a letter, Sir.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, the letter was written to, the Administrative Secretary.
I have seen a copye.

HON ATTCRNEY~GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I am aware, myself, because of conversation, that the
matter has been on the mind of the Transport Commission. I have
seen no letter, I am not aware of any such letter and I may say I

. think it is an inappropriate course of action for the Transport
Commission to take.

HON M K FEATHERSTONZ:

I would tell you thaf I have heard of such'a letter but not of any
threat by this Wednesday of being taken to Court.

HON P.J ISOLA: - :

Well, that is what the letter says, Mr Speaker. This explains a lot
of what happens within the Gibraltar Government. -
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MR SPEAKER:

Onder, will.you'ask a question.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, many people who write letters to the Government are
more interested in the Opposition receiving them before the
"Government receives them.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I asked the question advisedly whether the legislation
tllat . 1s being brought to the House has been brought about because
of that letter and I have been told no. Now I carry on. Can I
ask the Hon and Learned Attorney-General whether he drafted this
agreement between the Government of Gibraltar and the Gibraltar

. Taxi Drivers Assoclation? - .

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I .do not think it is anproprlate for me to glve
details on what I adv1se the. Government. .

-"

MR SPEAKWR'

’ It 1s not for me to.direct how .you should answer your quest1ons,
it is for you to -decide whether you can or cannot give an answer.

HON ATTORNEY—GEKERAL:

Mr Speaker, I hope the Hon and Learned Leader of the Opposition
will understand that I really do not feel that it is proper for
me to go into the details of how I advise the Government.

"HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, I am really flabbergasted by all this. The Hon

. Minister for Public Works gave us notice yesterday, that all the
Standing Orders of the House are going to be suspended so that
the Bill can be taken, a Bill drafted by the Hon and Learned
Attorney-General and I will ask the kinister for Public Works
did he show the Attorney-General a copy of the agreement that he
signed with the Gibraltar Taxi Association to enable him to
draft the appropriate legislation?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

No, Sir, the draft of the agreement with the Taxi Association went
through Council of Ministers, various alterations werée made and

‘the draft was agreed by Council of Ministers anda was subsequently
signed. The Attorney-General had been briefed before because of a
commitment I gave here to the Hon Leader of the Opposition that we
would look at the question of the Transport Commission's powers, I
think it must have been at least five or six weeks agc that Council
of ‘Ministers considered this matter and that it was agreed that the
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Attorney-General be given instructions to draft the amendments to
- the Transport Commission's powers in the Traffic Ordinance and such
has now been the actual Bill that is before the House.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, my original gquestion to the Minister was, what parts of
_thé agreement required legislative authority? The Minister has

- answered that any parts of the agreement that required legislative
authority is enshrined in the Bill that is to be brought before the
House and I want to ask him who decided whether legislative
authority was required for any other part of the agreement, the
Minister or the Hon and Learned Attorney-General?

+
L)

HON M K FEATHERSTONZE:

The agreement simply states that insofar as the Government is

- concerned it agrees to the maintenance of taxli licences at the
.present level, This is following established practice that the
Transport Commission has always asked the Government what level
they should work to. The idea now is to 'enshrine that in actual
legislation so that the prerogative for determining the number of
licences for all road service vehicles should rest with Government
.as it has hitherio been the practice, will now be enshrined in law.

© HQN‘P J I80LA:

But, Mr Speakér, that is why I asked the question. Did he not agree
with the Taxi Essociation to introduce a second assistant driver. and
does he not realise that that also requires legislative authority ’
and can I refer the Minister to section 64(a) of the Traffic
Ordinance which specifically states that there will only be one
driver to one taxi and therefore will he not agree that the reason
for this rushed legislation is in fact the threat of the Transport
Commission based on that paragraph (f) of his agreement and that
that legislation is being done .but that it requires legislative
-authority for the. other parts of the agreement too, and why is he.
not bringing that legislation and why is he running on an agreement
that is illegal on the face of 1t? :

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

If you wish to put an amendment to put that in as well we can soon
do s0. C

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, is it not the responsibility of a Minister not to enter
into agreements that are outside the law without at least seeking
the advice of the Hon and Learned Attorney-General? Why aren't
there amendments in that Bill before the House in.relation to the
display of licence numbers, identification discs, approved signs on
the roof? All these matters, Mr Speaker, require legislative
authority and I suggest to the Minister that the reason why that has
not been brought before the House was in their rush to avoid the
legal action from the Transport Commission for acting outside the

law.
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

. "There has Been no acting outside the law whatsocever.

HON P J ISOLA:

Well, can the Minister state how he isvgoihglto introduce a second
assistant driver in Gibraltar when the House adjourns for the '
summer recess tomorrow or whenever it is, how is he going to

" introduce that without amending the law-and how is he going to

enforce the other parts of the agreement without amending the law
or 1s it his intention not to enforce them-at all?®

HON M XK FEATHERSTONE:

. I am sure you do not need to change the law to make most of the

parts of the agreement necessary, they can be dene by regulations

such as having a disc in the tax and what have you, etc.

HON P J ISOIA:

Mr Speaker, but we have the legislation .-here to freeze the- number -
of llcences immediately and we have not got the legislation to
enforce the other parts of the agreement that are eoually necessary

‘and which were, I suppose, the good ‘points from the Governnent .side,
why not9 :

" HON A ATTORNEY-C NERAL:

Can I clarify the matter? The agreement was an agreement between ~
the Government and the Taxi Association and of course that cannot
change the statute law as it stands for the time being but of the
matters in this agreement, Mr Speaker, with the exception of para-

‘graph (c), there is no reason why they cannot be achieved by agree-

ment and with the exception, of course, of the limitations of the
maximum number of licences available as a policy matter, there is

.no reason why these matters cannot be achieved by agreement at all

and I would just like to reiterate, Mr Speaker, that the Bill that
is before the House which deals with the point of enabling the
Government as a matter of policy to limit the number of public

"service licences, was not brought in resction to a threat from any-

body at all, it was brought because it is legally necessary and it
is brought because of the de51re to 1mplement that part of this
agreement, - . ) .

HON P J ISOILA:

Is the Hon and Learned Attorney-General telling the House that it
is not intended to implement the other parts of the agreement that
requires legislative authority, the introduction of a second
assistant dr1ver9 Is the Governmeni going to rat on that agree—
ment, why isn't there an amendment to that? ~

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I do not believe the Government will rat on anything. All the
matters apart from that one other matter, do not require legislative

.amendment.
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HON P J ISOLA:

I beg your pardoﬁ?

. HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

All the matters, Mr Speaker, apart from paragraph (c) which you will
have a look at, do not require legislative amendment necessarily.

HON P J ISOLA:

Well, I think the Hon and Learned Attorney-General will .see that under
paragraph (c) he requires it - I have given him the section in the
Ordinance - it isvery clear to me and I am sure it will be very clear

to him but how does the Hon and Learned Attorney-General propose that
the Government enforces an agreement to display licence numbers,
identification dlscs, approved signs on the roof, if it is not by
regulation? Aren't all matters relating to traffic in Gibraltar
governed. by regulation or is the Taxi Association in fact going to be
kept outside .that ambit, is that another new digression?

HON ATTORNEY-GEN”RAL

Mr Speaker, I am not saylng that one could not have legislation for

it, I am saying.this is an agreement between an Association and the -
‘Government and as the parties are ad idem there is no reason why it -
necessarily needs legislation. I may say that I do not agree with -

unnecessary legislatione. - - | -

HON P J ISOLA:
Mr Speaker, can the Hon and Learned Attorney-General tell the House

why thils particular amendment has come in and no other, why the
rush? ,

HON ATTORNEY-GENZRAL:

The reason this particular amendment has come in, Mr Speaker, is
because I was asked to prepare it. It clearly does need legislative

© . authority.

MR SPEAKER:

I do not believe that this matter can be taken any further at question
time.

HON P J ISOLA:

I think this is very important.

MR SPEAKER:

I have no doubt that it is and if you have a qguestion on which you
seek information I will be delighted to hear it but we are not going
to do what we have been doing for the last twenty minutes which is
debating the guestion.
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I am going to ask the Hon and Learned Attorney-General this question,
whether in preparing this legislation and advising the Government to
implement it and to pass 1t without Standing Orders and so forth, did
he take into account the right of persons who have presently applica-
tions pending before the Transport Commission for a taxi licence and
who have been pressing for the application to.be heard, has he made
any enquiries as to how their rights might be affected.by a rush

into legislation without notice to the House, with twenty-four hours
notice of the legislation ana going through all stsges in this
House? Is that democracy, Mr Speaker, does the Attorney—General
subscrlbe to that?

MR SPEAKER:

Order, we w111 not make speeches at question time. Do you wish to
answer the guestion? '

HON . ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I took account of the present p081tlon so far as the 1aw
is concerned and. what people may do to apply for a licence, I also
took account of quernment .policy and I drafted accordingly. I am
not . aware of people pressing for an application to be heard. I know
" there are applications outstanding, I have been told there are
applications outstanding but 1 am not aware that there has been
great pressure to have them heard. .

MR SPZAKER:

You are being asked whether you have taken into consideration the
circumstances of possible applicants? You say you do not know,
but if there are possible-applicants which will be affected by the
change of legislation, you are being asked have you taken these
applications into consideration when you cdrafted the Bill? That
is what you are being asked. :

HON ATTORNEY~-GENERAL:

Thank you, Mr Speaker. I have taken two things into consideration
(a) the position of those applicants and (b) Government policy on
this matter. :

g aie o

HON P J ISOIA:

And is the Hon and Learned Attorney-General aware cf the provision
in the Traffic Ordinance which vests squarely on the Transport
Commission determination of these matters and is he aware that by
passing this amendment he might as well do away with nearly all
the paragraphs of section 63 of the Traffic Ordinance which vests
this particular discretion on the Transport Commission and would
it not have been more honest on the part of the Government or of
the Attorney-General to advise the Government to do away with
section 63 altogether in view of the proposed amendment which is
implementing an agreement that freezes licences and therefore.
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glves the Transport Commission no more dlscretion as to whether
they can listen-or carry on hearing applications actually before
them., Is this not scandalous, Mr Speaker?

HON ATTORN Y ~-GENERAL:

I am aware of the very first part of the queetion, Mr Speaker, and
.1.do not agree with the rest. .

HON M K FEATHZRSTONE:

There is no guestion of being scandalous. It has been the attitude
of the Transport Commission over many years during which time they
hive-had considerable numbers of pending applications, not to grant

. those applications but to come to Government and say: "What is the

ceiling of the licences?", and.to follow the pasition that Govern-
ment has informed them.

'HON P J ISOIA:
One last question, Mr Speaker, on this. Is it a fact that the

Government entered into this agreement by duress under threau of
a strlke? )

~ HON M.K FEATHERSTONE:

" That. is absolute rubbish.

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Spesker, in the absence of the Minister away in London I made
arrangements myself on the previous Wednesday to take the matter
to Council of Ministers and the draft agreement was approved the

Wednesday of the week before this unnecessary threat of industrial
action was taken, over a week before. '
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| 6.7.83
NO, 283 OF 1983 | ORAL

THE HON P J ISOLA

8ir, in.view of the fact that the Government prohibited the use of
radio cars in Gibraltar only a few years ago, can Government state - -
- what new facts have occurred that justify a change in this policy?

e

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISP ANRD SPORT

Mr Speaker, 1 teke it that the Hon Questionner is referring to radio
taxis. If this is so I should inform him that the Government policy
i consonance with the advice tendered by Mr G W Barns in his report
on the Taxi Service in Gibraltar of 10 May, 1976, was that the number
of taxis in existence, in the special circumstances prevailing in
Gibraltar at that time, could give a reasonably efficient service

- without the introduction of two-way radios.

The situation which existed when the report was submitted did not
alter materislly until the partial opening of the frontier in mig
December, 1982. In the light of the changed circumstances and in .
order to assist in providing a better service the: Government decided
_ to change the policy. and allow radlo taxis,.

SUPDLEMENTARY TO QUSSTION NO0. 283 OF 1983
'HON P J TSOLA: '

Mr Speaker, is it not a fact that at the time of the report mentioned
by the Hon Minister in May, 1976, 1t was precisely because radio cars
were providing a more efficient service that the Government had a
confrontation with the Gibraltar Taxi Association who did not want
them to be used, and why does it become more efficient now when asked
for by the Gibraltar Taxl Associatiocn and not when asked for by a
small group, a small taxi firm, which as a result of the Government

- action went out of business?

HON H J ZANMMITT:

I think there are four questions contained within that, kr Speaker.
One is that it was not a question of the likes or dislikes of the

Taxi Association at the time, it was the recommendation of the then
adviser to the Government on the taxi service, Mr Barns, who suggested
that we should not allow that and the Hon Kember may recall that in
fact the small firm that he refers to was in fact provided of a
licence in anticipation of Mr Barns' report and it was subsequent to
that that the licence was withdrawn. I do not know that the small
firm concerned went out of business, I understand and I think I am
absolutely right in saying that they continue to be in business
w1thout of course, radios.

HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Minister saying that in fact it is the view of the Government
that taxis should now be provided with radios in order to make them
more efficient in what way, 1s that to ensure that taxi stands that
- are entirely unmanned as, {or example, at the air terminal and at
other places,will now be manned by radlo and there will be no taxis
there, is that the idea? )
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HON H J ZAMMITT

Mr Speaker, it is not Just the air terminal. It was obvious that
because the frontier was opening or did open on the 15 December
that a number of .vehicles, be it three, four or five taxis, would
make it their desire to be at the frontier to pick up possible
tourists on Rock tours and therefore the number of taxis in other
taxi stands around Gibraltar were being diminished. It was there-
-fore thought that because of the distance involved in taxis cir-
culating around Gibraltar that the radio situation would be an
improvement to the taxi service in general.

HON P J ISOILA:

Does not that indicate, Mr Speaker, that as a result of the opening
of the frontier partially and maklng very increased demands on the
taxi service, the Government decision to freeze taxi licences makes
. it necessary for them to have to have two chaps for one taxi, have
radio llcences, radio cars and deprive people who. are full-time tax1
'drlvers and out of worx from applying for a licence?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

I think that has. nothing to do w1th the questlon that I have been
asked, Mr Speaker.

- HOW P 71501

It has very much to do with the question, Mr Speaker, because I am -
asking why this has been intiroduced. Has the Minister not answered,
in effect, Mr Speaker, that because there are not ‘enough taxis to
stand everywhere, they are going to be allowed to have radios and
how does that, Mr Speaker, compare with another part of the agree-
ment which states, paragraph (b), the only one I have not mentioned,
which states that at least-six taxis would be availaeble at the air-
port? I think that is the province of the Minister for Tourism.

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

- Well, it is not, Sir. The position of radio taxis is that the
request from taxis to have radios was brought up at the time of the
Lisbon Agreement and it was considered and 1t was agreed to and they
came into effect when the partial opening of the frontier happened,
with the purpose of making taxis more flexible and more in consonance
with the taxl service which appertains in the United Kingdom where
taxis can be called up by radio to go to any area where there is an
increased demand. Should there be an increased demand at the
frontier or at the airport then through the radio system taxis can
be called up to go to that area and a demand in any specific area
can be serviced not by having more taxis which is not necessary .
because it simply means that taxis which would be standing idle in
-one place go to a place where they can be of use.

HON P J ISOILA:

e

Mr Speaker, how does the Minister Jjustify that remark or that state-
ment that there are enough taxis already with the actual facts?
- Does 1t not fly in the face of the facts? How many complaints has
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the Minister for Tourism had of people sitting.at the air terminal,
tourists, new arrivals to Gilbraltar,-with not & single taxi in sight
and Gibraltarians have had to give a 1if't, how does he reconcile the
_statement he has just made with the complaints that have been
recelved by the Minister for Tourism? -

'HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

That has just been covered by the agreement we have made with the
taxlis that there will be six taxis available and the radio can call
up others if required. There are many instances in which a plane
arrives at the airport and the majority of people are taken away
either .in private cars or in special buses by the travel operators
and the taxis are left without any fares whatsoever so what the Hon
Member is saylng is not Jjustified..

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, does the Minister not agree that he is talking nonsenses
Is it not a fact that in fact there have been previous agreements
under which the taxl drivers have agreed to provide taxis at the air
terminal and other points in Gibraltar and-have these been kept. and
what reason has the Minister got for saying that it will now be kept
unless there is statutory bacxlng to it? ’

" HON M XK FEATEERSTONE :

Well, if you are aware of these pfevious agreements perhaps you will
let me know of them because 1 am not aware of them.

HON P J ISOLA'

Perhaps the Minister for Tourlsm ‘can enlighten -us as to whether there-
have been agreements in the past with the Taxi Association and indeed
arising from the abolition of the radio taxis under which they agreed
to man all taxi stands?

HOW H J .ZANMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I am not aware of any agreements but equally I have -
received, and I am being absolutely truthful in this, Mr Speaker, I
have received no complaints from any tourists, not at my Tourist
Office as far as I know, received any complaints of tourists belng
stranded and left at the alrport through lack of taxis.

' HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, then I suggest to-the Minister that he picks other peoprle
to serve the Tourist Department in the airport because personally I
have seen this on a great number of occasions and I am sure all
Members of this House have seen tourists waiting for taxis, having to
telephone in the airport for taxls and being left without taxis and
local Gibraltarians having to give them 1ifts in their own cars and
if the Minister is not aware of that, Mr Speaker, the Minister 1s not
aware of what poes on in the airport terminal and he should make way
for somebody who does become aware of these things.

84




t

L.

HON H J ZAMMITT :

Mr Speaker, the guestion of people being stranded at the airport is
not what the Hon Member has said. He.said that I had received
complaints. I am just informing this House and him that I have not
received any complaints. That people are there, I think he has seen
them and I have seen them but I have not had. any complaints from any
tourist -or from any operator or from anybody at'all.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Would the Minister believe me if I said that at least on two
occaslions I myself have been unable to get a taxi to come to town?

HON H J ZAMNMITIT:

0f course I would believe the an'Member, ¥r Speaker, what I am
saying is_;hat he has not complained to me.

HON P J ISOLA

And in what way, Mr Speaker, is the ex1stenco of radlo cars g01ng'
to help the person who is at the airport- ternlnal waltlng for a :

. taxi?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

In a very simple manner, Mr Speaker, which is obwvicus. The whoie‘
fluidity of the taxi service 1is obviously going to improve.

HON P J ISOILA:

How?

HON H J ZAMMITT :

Because if you want a taxi and you ring up a central organisation
that knows exactly where taxi.one, two, three or four is in close
proximity of', he would Jjust divert the taxi and say: "Instead of
coming in from having dropped somebody off, for instance, at RAF
North Front, go to the alr terminal and plck someboay else up', or
Europa Lighthouse. They. would know exactly where the whole fieet
of cars are, -they are reporting in and therefore they know wexactly
who to pick on to serve a particuiar area, it is obvious.

HON W T SCOTT:

Mr Speaker, that would depend entirely on- whether the 1ntend1ng
taxi hirer has. the use of a telephone.

~HON P J ISO0LA:

And knows about it.

MR SPEAKER:

You are ‘debating now, with respect.
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HON W T SCOTT: .
Am I right in assuming that?

HON H J ZAMMITT:
Mr Speaker, what I am saying is it is bound to have great fluidity
and a better service because of the obvious advance in technology

that you know exactly where your fleet is and it will be less time
consuming and a better service.,.

HONW W T SCOIT:

But the Minister has said, has he not « « « +

MR SPEAKER:

No, you are debatlng. Will you pPlease ask a questlon. We are getting’
out. of hand and I am not allow1ng that

HON W T-SCOTT:.'

. Mr Speaker, I understood the Minister to say that an intending
-passenger from the airvort. can phone up there-to a centrgl place and

that central place ‘then uses the facilities of radio to get in touch

with a tdxXi ancd that pre-~supposes that the intending hirer must be
near a telephone. . .

HON H J ZAMMITT:

There 1s a telephone in the air terminal, Mr Speaker.

HON W T 3COTT:

Mr Speaker, but if we are talking about the Lisbon Agreement and the
partial opening of the frontier . o« « « &

MR SPEAKER:

No, no, order.

HON W T SCOIT:

Mr épeaker, this is an important one.

MR SPEAKER:

If it is important you can debate it if you want to. This is a
matter of asking questions at question time anéd we are debating the
subject and I am not going to allow that. Any further guestions?
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HON P J ISOLA:

- Would the Minister put a notice in the air terminal telling
tourists that by ringing a particular number, for which the
Tourist Office will pay, a taxi will arrive at short notice
because it is all very well for the Minister to talk about what
Major Peliza should or or my friend here but a tourist who
arrives in Gibraltar does not know any of this, how is he to
. know how he can get a taxi?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

If he goés to the Tourist-O0ffice there and he says: Where can I

get a taxi?" they will tell him stralghtaway. What I am astonished at
is that here is an Opposition which is always wishing that the

system in Gibraltar should be similar to the Uk, here is a move

towards gelting closer to the UK and they seem-to be decrying it
at every opportunity.

" HON MAJOR R J PHELIZA:
The Minister has éaid, Mr Speaker, that my~éomplaints have never .
reached him. - Isn't it the duty of the Tourist Office to find out

things that are going Nrong and they put .it right before’ there
are complalnt39 S S . :

HON H J ZAMMITT :

I thlnk it is the duty of the Hon and Gallent Ma Jjor pel:Lza, as
"Shadow linister for Tourism, to bring this to my attention.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

The Minister knows that I do bring lots of things to his attention.
MR SPEA{E : .

No, order. We are debating.

HON H 'J ZANMITT:

Mr Speaker, I wili say it again, I have received two letters from
the Hon and Gallant Major Peliza.

MR SPEAKER:

Order, I will not be interrupted when I am calling the House to
order and you will sit down when I say so., That is the end of the
matter. HNext question.
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6.7.83
NO.. 28l OF 1983 . | ORAL

THE HON A T I1.ODDO

‘Mp Speaker, when does Government propose to amend the law so that
holders of 'B' licences are entitled to drive mopeds?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, Government is studying all the ramifications of such an amend-
ment. It is hoped that an early decision can be made.

. SUPPLEMENTARY TC QUESTION NO. 28l 0F 1983

HON A T.LODDO:

Mr Speaker, am I right in assuming. that the Government sgreed to - -
look .into this .urgently when the Opp051tlon in its turn agreed not
to impede the passage of legislation in December of last year
because it was in the interest of Glbraltar to have 1eglslat10n in’
consonance with ZEEC leglslatlon passed at the time-and did not ‘the
Government agree then, in December, 1982, to expedite this minor
p01nt in exchange Lor our. agreement to agree to the legislation

. going through?

HON M K FEATHERSTONZRE:

There was an agreement by Government that they would loock into this
gquestion at the time and Government has been doing it but there are
a number of interested parties some of which have conflicting views.
We are trying to reconcile all these different views before the
actual amendément takes place. '

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, could I ask who are these .interested parties and what
are the conflicting views because, the way I understand it,all I
simply asked for at the time was that holders of B licences in
Gibraltar be allowed to drive a moped as is the case in the UK.
Perhaps I could have an answer?

HON M K FEATH SRSTONE @

One of the intercsted parties are the Police, one of the conflicting
views is should they wear crash héelmets.

Y

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, as I said, I wanted the legislation to be as in the UxX.
I d4id not bring up the question'of helmets but merely could they be
allowed to drive mopeds as is the case. in the UK where they have to
wear helmets. If we are 301ng to go into that contentious area, Lr
Speaker, then we could think in terms of European law when even at
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the age of fourteen they are allowed to drive but, Mr Speaker,
all I am asking' for is the law to be amended to that ‘which
exists in the UK, namely, that a holder of a B licence be
allowed to drive a moped without the necessity to take a
competence test on a motor cycle‘7

HON M K'FEATHERSTONE:

As I have said, it is hoped that an early decision can be made
possibly by the next meeting of the House.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.7.83
NO. 285 OF 19873 . ' ORAL

THE HON W T SCOI'T

Mr Speaker, will Government take the measures necessary to ban ball-
playing and cycling in the Plazza and ensure that these measures are
enforced?

ANSWE R

THE HON THZ MINISTER FOR PUBLIC VORKS

Sir, Government intends to place signs at the Piazza informing the
public that ball-playing, cycling and roller-skating are not allowed.

However, at present the Pollce Departmenb can only enforce this pan
on receipt of a complaint or if there are blatant acts of hooliganism.

There would be need to look at the question of amending the law to
make these activities an offence in the area. of the Piazza.

LN

SUPPLEZNENTARY TO QUESTION NO. * 285 OF 1983
HON W T'SCOTT“

7

Slr, does Government in fact 1ntend to enforce tbe law once it brlngs
“it out? .

. HON M K FRATHERSTONE:

Government always tries to enforce laws when they bring “them out.

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, can the ¥inister explain why it is necessary for somebody
to make a complaint about ball-playing if a .Policeman is actually in -
the Piazza and sees an offence being committed? Is the Minister
seriously saylng that s member of the public has to complain to a
Policeman who is in the area before hé w111 do anything? Vhat are
they pald for? '

HON M K FEATEZRSTONE:

I would think that that guestion should be dlrected to the Commissioner
of Police. - : >

HON P J ISOLA:

" Well, I am sorry the Hon and Learned Attorney-~General is not Here to

answer that question because it is quite clear that this is a law and
order question.

A

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.7.83
NO. 286 OF 1983 ORAL

THE HOIN 4 0 LODDO

Mr Speaker, is Govermnment aware that two of the five bus stops along

Devil's Tower Road, and the terminal stop.-at Both Worlds have no ~
sign to indicate them as such, and will Goveinment correct this

before the pathing season comes to an end?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, these signs together with the bus time-tables have been
frequently vandalised and new signs will have to be made as the
stock of original signs has been exhausted.
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, 6.7.83
NO. 287 OF 1983 - " ORAL
THE HON P J ISOLA '

S8ir, will Government make a statement as to its proposed measures
for the implementation of pay-parking at the frontier and can
Government explain why there have been no consultations with the
Opposition apart from a preliminary meeting some time ago?

THE HOM THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC VWORKS®

Mr Speaker, I shall be making a statement on this matter lateron in
the proceedings of the House. ' '
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6.7.83
NO. 283 OF 1983 . ORAL

THE .HON 4 T LODBO

" Mr SPeaker, when does Governmert intend to install the pelican
crossing in Queensway? .

ANSWER

@

THE HON THE MINISTER ROR PUBLIC WQRKS

Sir, funds were requested in the 1983/8l, Draft Estimates but owing
to financial constraints, it was not possible to provide funds for
this project this year.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION HO. 288 OF 1983
HON A T LODDO:
Mr Speaker, does this mean that in fact.it is cheaper to have a full-

time constable four times a day mannlpg the crossing than buying ‘the
pellcan crossing itself? - Ce P

Y

HON M K FEATHE SRSTONZ :

n

ir.

I have not gone into the mathematics of that,

HON A T LODDO:

My Speaker, will the Minister please find out the cost of a pelican
crossing and-will he also find out the cost of having a full-time
policeman doing duty four times a day at the crossing and 1et me
have these figures, please?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I will. look into it but of course that policeman is on a certain time
of duty and therefore if he is'at one place or another. you cannot
.specifically say that the cost is absolutely .applied to that.. Had it
been a policeman specifically recruited for that job then the costing
might have been more possible’, |

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, but am I not right in assuming that policemen are paid by
the hour and if he works so many hours at the pedestrian crossing it
will amount eventually to so much money spent merely taking care of a
pedestrian crossing when an ordinary lollipop man could be doing the
job cheaper and just as effectively without the need to have a full-
time constable with all his training tc do a simple job like that?

HON M K FEATHZRSTONE:
. I will loock into the matter, Sir.

MR SPEAKER: ’

Next question.
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NO. 289 0OF 1933 . ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

Mr Speaker, when does Government estimate that the protective grills
+t0.the windows. of' the houses in Hargraves Barracks will be put up?

-.

.« o © ANSVE

[ iy e

THE HON THXE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the protective screens to one fl&t at Hargraves Barracks were
made and supplied for fixing on 10 June, 1983, The tenant however
refused to accept the framed bxpanded metal screens and demanded
decorative steel grilles. It is not proposed to accede to this
demand as it is considered that the screens which have been supplied
are suitable for the purpose for which these- were requested.

The screens refused by this tenapt will be fixed to the flats of the
other two tenants who have rpqueste& similar screens, .- :

Y

SUPPLU\EE ARY TO QUISTION NO. 289 OF 1983

" HON AT LODDO:
Mr~Speaker,-if these'screeﬁs‘were ready on June,K 10th why haé it taken
so long for Government to decide, in view of the fact that this other

tenant refused the screen, why has it taken Government so long to
decide to 1nstal1 it in tne other two houses?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:
Because an opportunity was given to the first tenant who was first on

the list to reconsider the situation. He was given fourteen days but
he does not wish to accept it and . we will now go to the other places.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, then could I repeat my question? When does Government,
intena that the protective grills to the windows of the houses at
Hargraves will be put up?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Well, I should hope within the next fortnlght on the other twoe.

MR SPEAKZR:

Next question..
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. , 0.7 .83
NO. 290 OF 1983 - , ' ORAL

THRE HON A T LODDO

»

Mr Speaker, is-Government aware that.certain parts of the Alameda
Gardens are in an absolutely filthy state,.and what docs it intend
deing to correct Lhin? .

ANSWER -

THE HON THE MINISTIR FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, Government is aware that certain parts of the Alameda Gardens
and also other planted areas are now becoming very dry and therefore
unsightly as these green areas are not being regularly watered during
the dry season.

Owing to the shortage of potable water Government considered it
necessary to curtail the use of this water for the purpose of
watering plants. ' :

A limited amount of water stored at the. Humrhrcys Puilding undergiound .-

tank 1s being pun@ad out aally and .used for the watering of Dlants 1n‘
certain areas as this water is unfit for dietetic ase. .

SUPPiEMENlARY TO QUESTION NO. 290 OF 1983

‘'HON A T LODDO:

Mr iSpeaker, I do not think that the Hon Minister has understood my
question. I was not talking about dry vegetation, I was talking about
filth., The Alameda Gardens are in an absolutely filthy state. There
are tin cans, papers, bottles, you name it, they are strewn arocund,
thet is what I am referring to, What is Government doing to clean up
our only park which is not only used by the inhabitants of Gibraltasr
but by tourlsts? What is Government doing to cerrect this state of
affairs? - . :

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The informatiorn given -to me, Sir, was that there' were a number .of

odd tin cam;or bottles around but thoy dié not give rise to the
phraseoclogy ‘'absolutely fllthy state! and the only area which my
department felt was being referred to were areas which were really so
burnt up of plants etc, which loocked very derelict and very scruffy.

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, can I assure the Minister that whoever has given him the
information has given him incorrect information, that the area is
absolutely filthy particularly Lovers' Walk, that is one of the worst
areas, absolutely filthy, and will the Minister ensure that the
Alameda Gardens department cleans up the area?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

: I will see that they do a clean up in the area.so that lovers are not
distracted Trom their normal pursuit by tins, cans and all the rest
off it. .

MR SPFRAKER:

. Next question.
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6.,7.83
NO. 291 OF 1983 - : ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

8ir, will Government make a statement on its policy with regard to
the safety to swimmers in beaches and lidos against the background
of the recent drowning at Catalan Bay?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER IOR PURLIC WORKS

Sir, there is obviously a limit to the possible safeguards that
Government can reasonably provide for the safety of swimmers in the
beaches. In recent years beach guards have been provided at all our
beaches during the school summer holidays. There are also boats and
safety lines during this pericd.: It has always been the practice
during the bathing season to fly the red flag if the state of the
sea 1s considered dangerous. There are clearly no-vpractical means

by which safety facilities-can be provided. for: swimners at all times. = -

The recent tragic acciaent at Catalan Bay was an unfortunate incident-
which oceccurred when it was not considered necessary to fly the: red
flag as the state of the sea was not deemed to be dangerous.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 291 OF 1983

HON W T SCOTT: .
I will leave the last part, Mr Speaker, to a subsequent.meeting of
the House. But does the Government not consider it not only advis-
able but very necessary to put at least a skeleton lifeguard system
into operation bhefore the school holidays commence because we adverf
tise through tourist brochures and so forth our sun, sea and sand

and we are attracting tourists to the beaches and dces not Government
think it advisable that we should have some.form of a system?

HON M XK FEATHERSTONE :

This is a point which bears a certain amount of consideration insofar
that if-one is going to have & skeleton type of lifeguarl- service,is
the skeleton service going to be on one beach yes and one-beach no
because then there would be complaints as to why should not all the
beaches have it., Also why do we not provide such a service on good
days in the winter when sw1mm1ng is possible, The Government has to
limit its lifeguard service within the financial constraints that are
“upon it and it was felt that the. service should be given during the
main period of time which is the school summer holidays. -

HON W T SCOTT:

I am asking Government to reconsider that, that is what I am aSkLDQ,
to perhaps avold a similar occurrence happen;nv again.

!
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HON M X FEATH“RSWONE'

Perhaps the simplest answer would be to prut the red - flag up every
day 365 days a year. )

HON W T SCOTD: o - -

Mr Speaker, that comment agalnst the background of the recent
drowning is a bit sickening.

HON.M K FEATHERSTONE :
T think one should’ not talk about the recent drowning as there has -

not yet been a result of.the anuest, one does not even know that
the person drowned.

MR SPEAKER:

Next guestion.
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NO. 292 OF 1983 ORAL

*

THE HON W T SCOTT .

Sir, will Government make a statement on the implementation of the
2~shift system at the Refuse Dsstructor and the new hours of working
of street cleaners including the projected costs thereof?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

The vacancies for the new posts arising from the implementation of
the 2-~shift system have already been advertised within the Govern-
ment service. The clcsing date for applications was Friday 1 July.

Once suitable applicants have been selected the 2-shift mode - of
operation will commence as soon afterwards as possible.

-The new 2-shift system will:give 73 hours of burnihs time compared - -
with last year's burning time of 53.5 hours. ® Costs are in the T
region of £185,000. :

All street swéepers work a basic 39-hour wesek, Mondays tc Fridays.

On Saturdays 12 sweepers and 2 supervisors work 8 hours-overtime and
on -Sundays 5 sweepers and 1 supervisor work L hours overtime.

‘On Public Holidays 5 sweepers and 1 supervisor work.

Costs are within the figures-given in the Estimates.
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NQe 293 o ‘1983 6-7083

THE HON W T SCOTT ORAL

Sir, will Governmen®t inform this House 1if thére have been any
applications from companies of Spanish origin for inclusion
in the PWD List of Approved Contractors in different categories?

- ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, .to date no applications from Spanish companies have been
received for inclusion in‘the PVD List of Approved Contractors.

SUPPLEVENTARY TO QUESTION MO.  29% OF 1983
HON W T SCOTT: '

Mr Speaker, the question was not Spanish companies, the guestion was
from_companies of Spanish origin, I think there is a2 distinction..

HON M K FEAT IFRSTONE:

I am not gquite sure what is meant by of Spanlbh origin., If, end
" this is. only a hypotheflcal point, if you have a Gibraltar

’ reglotered compeany 1n which the shareholders happen to be
Spaniards, would that be classified as Spanish origin® 1 don Tt
know. However, es far as the answer goes, we do- not know of any
Gibraltarian companies that have qpanlsh shareholders that have
applied. .

HON W T SCOTT:

Presumably that is after the relevant search has been made of the
Companies Register otherwisé how can the Minister answer in thst
T way?

MR SPEAKER:

May I come to the rescue of the Minister and say that that of
course is information which is easily available by meking a
search in the Registry of Companies, anyone can meke a search.

HON W T SCOCTT:

Yés, Mr Speaker, but the Minister has said no presumably, I am
assuming, after having made that search. Has that sedrch been
made?

K

HON M X FEATHERSTONE?

Well, we have not made such a search but I caen tell the Hon Member
that we have not had any new applications. for inclusicn in our
List from anvbouj,

99




NO. 294 OF 4983 - 6.7.83
ORAL

THE HON W T SCOTT

Mr Spééker how much revenue does Government- derive from the
advertising on boards fixed te tubuler rails at the uundlal
Roundabout ond at the entrance fto Main Street9

S l‘\ [ t‘V ER
bttt B ety

PHE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC VORKS

Slr, gs I said in answer to Question Nb'?Bl of 1983 the revenue
- derived from the advertisements displayed-on pavement barriers
ic: approximately £1000 per annum.,’

100




NO. 295 OF 41983 ' 6.7.83

THE HON MAJOR R J FELIZA ORAL

Can the Minister for Public Works inform the House if he can
now make a categorical statement that the litter at Jumper's
Bastion has now been removed?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR_PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, following the action taken by the officers of the Crown Lands
Department most of the offending articles deposited by the

tenants of the vaults at the North Jumper's Bastion have been
removed.,

The remaining accumulation of litter and old domestic

appliances will need to be removed by the Government's cleansing
Section, as scon as the labour force resources become available,
as the tenants disclaim ownership.of these articles.

! SUPPLEMENTARY TQ QUESTION NO. 295 OF 1983

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Is the Minister aware that he has been asked this for the third
time and it is the fourth month or more that the matter was
first raised in this House and that in fact this morning I have
looked at the place and there is still litter there, litter which
I think cannot be claimed by anybody to be his and could the
Minister look into this and could the Minister also arrange for
someone in his department to go round looking at Gibraltar,
finding where all this litter is and making arrangements to
have it picked up without Members of this House having to keep
asking question after question to have it removed?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, the position is-that this accumulation of rubbish etc., was
as far as Government appreciated the situation, the property of
the tenants of that area and they were therefore requested and told
that they had to remove the offending litter. Some of it was
removed but the balance they claimed does not belong to them.
There has been a considerable amount of argument between t he
Government and the owners of the works in that area as to whether
this is true or not. Since it seems that we cannot fully lay
blaming =~ this litter onto their shoulders, the position must
be that Public VWorks sooner or later will have to clear it up.
At the moment Public Works is rather short of men, it is Ramadam,
and that has been why there has been a certain amount of delay.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Does the Minister not agree that this is not the way of keeping
Glbraltar clean and tidy?

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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NO. 296 OF 1983 6.7.83
ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PRLIZA

Will Government take action to clear the litter at Wellington
Front in an area directly overlooked by the windows of the
Government Secretariat? ,

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, Wellington Front premises have been vacated and other users
are taking over.

The new users are necessarily carrying out bullding works
.internally to suit their needs and these factors have led
to an accumulation of unwanted goods and debris.

As is usual in these cases litter is alse likely to accumulate.
Until such time as these ‘works are completed and all the new
users are permanently installed this situation is Likely to
continue.

Government is using its best endeavours to keep these accumulations
to the minimum, but for all intents and purposes Wellington Front
at present could be deemed to be a site where construction works
are being carried out and until these operations cease it is
obviously not possible to keep the place neat and tidy.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 296 OF 1983

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Would the Minister perhaps believe me if I to0ld him again that
there are items lying around right in the middle of the area
which are old cookers and nothing to do with a construction
but just litter and that I think that in a place where it is
being overlooked by Government offlces that should certainly
not be allowed?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I .am fully willing to believe the Hon Member. If you care to get
a small bucket full of builders debris and place it in the street
you will find within ten minutes it becomes a héap of all types
of litter from old mattresses and 0ld cookers to what have you.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Perhaps the Minister would like to believe me again that this

particular cooker that I am referring to has been there for

three months, Mr Speaker, lying on the floor for three months

and I am sure that if the Minister had some inspector going

~ round making sure that the places were kept clean perhaps
Gibraltar would look much more attractive to fourists.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, how often does the Publlc WOrks Department go down
to Wellington Front to clear rubbish?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

The situation as I have already '®aid is that as far as Public Works




is concerned there are building operations going on at Wellington
Front. It is not Public Works' job to remove builders debris
under any circumstances, the onus is on the people creating the
debris to remove the debris themselves. If, however, other
rubbish gets put on to it, it is rather difficult for Public Works
to be blamed for such accumulations mounting up.

HON G T RESTANO:

That wasn't the gquestion at all. The question was how often
does the Public Works Department go down to Wellington Front
to clean rubbish?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

They don't go there, they have no need to go down there, it is not
an area that should normally have any need for anything.

HON P J ISOLA:

Does that mean that if somebody dumps rubbish in Main Street
because they shouldn't have dumped it, that the Public Works
Department does not collect it, it doesn't recognise any of it
because it is not normal, doesn't recognise any responsibility?
MR SPEAKER:

Next gquestion.
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» ‘ 6'¢7s85
NO. 297 OF 1983 ORAL

TH# HOﬁ A J HTAYNES

Will Government state the present position as regards the refurbish-
ment of the o0ld Mackintosh Sguare fount Fil%

ARSHER

THE HOM THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the refurbishment of the old Mackintosh Square fountain has been
considered by Government and it has been decided thet a replicas ol
the o0ld fountain cannot be approved as this would be extremely costlye.

It is intenced that a new fountain, which would include the main bowl
and two of the original base panels sculptured with lion heads of the
old fountain, is to be designeus anc costed,

The new fountain will be smaller and of a more sinmple design
decision will be waken by Governmment onec the cest is knowu.

SUPPIEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 297 OF 1983

HOX A J HAYNZS:

¥y Speaker, 1 do not heve Lhe Hansard uni fortunately with me bug L de
remember telling the Minister te lncovporste the vld fountain inte s
new fountain about a year ago, that means we hsve lost a year on this
as another tourist emenity. 4As I understand it alsc, lr Speaker,
perhiaps the Minister will eenfizn, the deeciSion o lngorporate the

old fountain into a new fountaln was accepted some time age and yet
no action secems to have been taken, is that correet?

HOKN ¥ K FEATHERSTONE:

No, what was considered some time ago wzs to try

replica of the old fountain using the actusl piec Hlal I
availlable hut to procduce that replica woula cost yery hi 1
indeed ana therefore a more modest bvpe of fountain still using as
much as we can of the o0ld fountain is what 1s projected.

HON A J HAYRN ES

Will the Yinister state when he eXpects this more modest fountain tc
be commissioned?

HON K K FEATERRSTONI:

When the gentleman who is possibly likely to get the job can give us
some idea of the costings involved.

HON' A J HAYNIS:

The other thing, Mr Speaker, is it going to be gited in the same
location as the present founuain in Mackintcesh Square or not?
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HON M K FEATHWKSTONE:

No, I think the location is going to be closer to the City Hall.
HON A J HAYNES:

. Is there any other plan afoot in respect of the Piazza in its

e
embellishment which is going to take place at the same time or
not? :

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Taere 1s & long term plan for @ total embellishment of the Piasza
and a remcdelling cf the Piazza bul 1 do not think this will
ccur at the same time. ' : -

HOM A J HAYNAS:
Will the Ministery ulideriske to eonsult Hembers ef ths Opposition

and the public at 1argu in respecet of the Final and further
refurbishment of the Pi aaaao ‘

HON M- K FEATHE R O 2

I. think in Kay this year there was an exhibition at the John
Mackintosh Hall in which actusl plans and drewings of a proposed
new Plazza wers gctually exhibited and the public were asked to
make any comments they wished. I am not sure if any Member of
the Oppositi on visited thet but of course their ovmenbg would be
appreciated. 1 think the idea 1s . aliso when the new nlans are
Tipalisged they wall eree &zain be «Bllloitece Tar ;dbllc exhibition

o Cf'
W =

and discussion ana comment before any definite decision is ma
to go ahegd with the works.

AV

-
Jo VIS ‘Ib

HON A

¢4

[6)]

Can the Einister $tate when he thinks that these plans will be
produced again? ' ’
HON M K ® ALHWUS”O NE

-

I would not like to give a date but I should say it wculd take
another six months at least.

HOW W T 5000
¥r Speaker, does the Government have any intention of removing

the existing fountain because it seems to me to he a terrible
.eyesore?%

HON M X FEATHERGIONE:

Well, possibly when the new I'°c Uptal 18 pun dnchopeiully rcdsonb%]y
soon, then the present fountain will be covered over so that it is
less of an eyesore.
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HON W T SCOTT:

*

But is there any reason why that.éannot happen earlier because it
is not operating as a fountain, it hasn't for quite a while now?

" HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Basgically the expense.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.7.83

NO. 298 OF 198% ORAT
THE HON MATOR R J P8 LTZA '

Has the Minister for Economic Development, Port and Trade got any
comparative statistics of ship arrivals at Gibraltar and Ceuta?

ANSWER
THE HON THE WINISTER FOR- ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

No, Sir, comparatlve ship arrival flgdres.between the two ports
cannot be given, as figures in respect to the port of Ceuta are
net available.

107

- et s s s nt



. 6.7.83
NO. 299 OF 1983 . ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Can the Minister for Zconomic Development, .Port and Trade state 1if
fewer tankers are making use of our Port facilities?

ANSWER
. THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMINT AND TRADE

Sir, the Port Department classified deep sea ship calls into their
main purpose of call as follows:~ Passenger, Cargo, Bunkers, Repairs
and Others, and does not differentiate between cargo vessels and
tankers. The question cannot therefore be answered directly.

In order to give the Hon Member the pattern of shipping the following
figures show the break-up of the deen sea vessels during the last

three years:- -

Passengers Cérgo Bunkérs Repairs Other;
1980 87 . 225 36l 108 727
1981 65 195 L1k 10y + 701

1982 102 Ity - 390 By - - 633

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QU“STION NO. 299 OF 1983

" HON MAJOR R J PWLIZA

Is it fair to assume then that although we see more tankers in the -

bay thiose tankers that are seen there are not necessarily coming to

Gibraltar but lots of them are utllls1ng the other port at the other
side of the bay in Algeciras?

HON A J CANEPA

. Many of them are Waltlng for orders partlcularly 1n the bay and on
the East Side.

- HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

And when they are- waltlng for orders do they make use of the Gibraltar
port in any way?

HON A J CANEPA:

I think that those in the bay within our area of jurisdiction certainly
pay certain dues. On the East Side I do not think that they do.

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione.
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_ | 6.7.83
NO. . 300 OF 1983 - .' ORAL

THE HON A T LODDO

_Mr Spesker, will the development-of the area between the Vladﬁct and
Waterport Wharf involve the resiting of the refrigeration plant at
Waterport Wharf?

ANSWER

THE HON THE KINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

Sir, the recommendations in the Port Study are that the area between
the Viaduct and Waterport should be reclaimed and developed as a
Roll=-on/Roll-off Ferry Terminal. In such.an event the Study
envisaged that the refrigeration plant at Waterport Wharf would
probably have to be reprovisioned in order to improve the road access
to and from the proposed Ferry Terminal. = -

| SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 300 OF 1983
HON A T LODDO: '

" Mr Speaker, can I ask has this been- known to all and sundry 1n
Gibraltar or is this being revealed today9 _

HON A -J CANZPA:

On the 28th October last year, in 1982, an application was received
to assign the unexpired residue of the lease to Central Cold Stores
Limited. The landlord approved this assignment on the 13 December,.
1982, on certain conditions and in approving this condition of
assignment the gpplicants were informed that there was a possibility
of redevelopment at some future date and the Government could noi
guarantee the renewal of the lease upon expiry. However, I should
add that in fact this refrigeration plant was leased to Prescott
Limited in April, 1977, for a term of .21 years but in approving

this conaition of assignment, it was made clear that there was the
possibility of redevelopment and then the question of reprovisioning
would arise. .

HON A T LODDO:

Mr Speaker, can 1 then assume that the Government accepts the
responsibllity of finding alternatlve accommoaatlon for the
refrigeration plant there?

HON A J CANEPA: \

Not necessarily, MNr Speaker.

" HON'A T LODDO:

Can I then assume that’ the Government accepts respon51bllity for
refunding this lease?
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" HON A J CANEPA: "

No, I think what happens, Mr Speaker, is that the Government has

got certain responsibilities as a good landlord and even though

the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant Ordinance in respect of
business, premises are not binding on the Govérnment, the Govern-
ment nevertheless acts as if they were and does act as a good
landlord so it does take into account these considerations when

a tenancy has tc be terminated because ‘tliere is the public
interest demand that that should be the case in respect of
redevelopment or what have you. '

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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6.7.83
NO. 301 OF 1983 - ORAL

. THE HOWN MAJOR R J PEILIZA

Can Government specify the cost of the Peida Reports, and of A R
- Belch Associates, and Coopers and Lybrand Associates, and of any
other Reports not known to this House in connection with the
closure of the Dockyard?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHISF NINISTER

No, Sir. The cost.of the Reports is met by- the Overseas Development
Administration and it is not their practice to inform overseas
Governments of the costs of Reports carried out on their behalf.
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| 6.7.83
NO. ‘302 OF 1983 ' ORAL

THZ HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

‘Has Govefnment got.any~information on the breakwater or jetty being
constructed to the north of the Airport runway, in Spain?

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Sir, according to Spanish sources, the breakwater has been built to
provide protection for vessels using the San Felipe Jetty.

. SUPPLIMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 302 OF 1983

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Could it also be assumed that pérhaps,this could lead to anocther
Marina in that .area?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It could be, I have no 1nformatlon about that but I believe there
have been some .suggestions that.it could be used for fishing boats
- and other commercial purposes. . .

MR SPRAKER:

Next question.
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, L | 6.7.83
NO. 303 OF 1983 : ORAL
‘. THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

Will Government consider proposing to His Excellency the Governor
the formation of a Police Committee to ensure that such non=security
matters for which the Police are responsible are satisfactorily
undertaken?

ANSWER
THE HON THX CHIEZF MINISTE

Sir, in the United Kingdom, Police Forces are established area by
area. The general function of a Police Committee, under the Police
Act 196L, is to secure the malntenance of an adequate and efficient
Police Force for its area.

In Gibraltar, as Chief Minister, I meet regularly, and have done so
since April 1980, on a monthly basis with the Governor and the
Commissioner of Police, who reports generally on matters of police’
administration and responsibilities other than, of course, enforce-
ment of the law in particular cases. 1 have found this practice most
useful and helpful for the purposes set out in the question, ..

SUPPL?M NTARY’TO QUESTIOF NO. 303 OF 1983
" HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: ' |
Is the Chief Minister satisfied with the Way.that the Police are dis-

charging their responsibility towards the dumping of rubbish in
Gibraltar which apparently is not being enforced and sheuld be?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I looked at the question in a much broader sense than rubbish but at
these meetings complaints are made to the Commissioner by me on ahy.
matters that have been brought to my attention by Ministers. Questions
which are asked and answered here are referred to the Commissioner
through the Attorney-General and at these meetings the matter is aired.
I have not hesitated to express the regret that many Ministers express

to me as to sometimes the lack of cooperation partlcularly in respect
of the litter 1aws in Gibraltar.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Could he perhaps, Mr Speaker, take up particularly the enforcement
. of the litter laws? .

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Certainly.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question. - . ‘
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6.7.83
NO. °30L OF 1983 | ' ORAL

THE HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

"Will-Government stéte if they have given consideration to move the
House of Assembly or the Museum to the Garrison Library under a
possible arrangement with the Trustees?

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

As with other sites in Gibraltar, the Government has considered th
possible use of the Garrison Library complex were it no longer to
be used for 1ts present purposes. One of the favoured uses would
be to house the Museum but no decision can be taken as there is
little likelihood of obtaining vacant possession in the foreseeable
future. My own personal view is that the House of Assembly should
not be-moved unless there were to be some very compelling reasons.

i
"3

B}
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. 607083
NO. 305 OF 1983 . ORAL

THE HON A T 1ODDO

-Mr Speaker, have Government reached a decision with regard to the
restoration of the Gustavo Bacarisas painting and the murals in
the Convent .and the Collection Department?

ANSWER

THE HON THEE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, as the DOE is responsible for works malntenance, furniture and
fittings.at the Convént, the Government is of the view that the DOE
should assist flnan01ally towards the cost of the restoration of
the murals at the Convent, as well as with the practical arrange-
ments. ' This has already been taken up by the Chief Minister through
His Excellency the Governor, and I will inform the House as soon as
the outcome is known. When this is ‘settled the Bacarisas painting
and the mural at the Collectlon Department can be dealt with at the
same time. .
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| 6.,7.83
NO. - 306 OF 1983 - - ORAL

- THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, can the Chief Minister stgte whether the talks announced between
his Government and GBC have now- been concluded and- can he now inform
- the House whether the Government has now been provided with detailed

information of the extent of advertising on GBC of products in Spaln
and will Government make a stdtement? :

ANSWER

THE HON THI CHIT SF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, the discussions to which I referred in answer to the
Leader of the Opposition's guestion have now been concluded.

I understand that the Board of GBC has accepted the Government's
reasons for cutting the subvention and is confident that GBC will .
maintain an adequste service, though some curtailment in due course
may become necessary. However, as the Hon Member w1ll no doubt

. appreciate, a great deal will depend on whether GBC's revenue
projections are ‘met, . S

-Advertising by SDanlsh firms on GBC repreuented 13% of the ailr ulne

'.avallable to advertisers in April last year. In May it was l7. Mm
and it is eXpected.that the figure Wlll reach 17 8% in June.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION’NQ{. 306 OF 1983

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, how can that be accurate? Is the Minister aware or has- -
he been glven information as to why the advertising of Spanish
products is done at peak times because it is too continuous certainly
as far as I can see from watching television, it still constitutes on
television over 50% of the advertising space?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Either the Hon Member is wrong or the television are giving free time
to Spanish advertisers. I would rather think that the latter is not
likely to be. the case.. The April figures show that out of £8,793
worth of of advertisements £1,168 were advertisements of the nature
referred to and in May out of ﬂ12,761 £2,213 were advertisements
from those sources.

HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Chief Minister joining telev181on and radlo or is he just
giving the television adverts?

“HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I am sorry, I do not know. I do not think there is much advertising

on radio ard it would not be worth very much, anyhow. I think it is

géneral but in any case it would not make much difference because the
advertising on radlo is cheaper than advertlsing on televisione.
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HON P J ISOLA: : o S

Could it also bé- that the advertisers of Droduéts in Spain are
getting a better deal than local advertisers and that explains
.the financial results? .

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I am quite certain that that is not the case.

HON P J ISOILA:

Can the Chief linister state whether in his view it is desirable
that the matter of advertising of Spanish products should be put
on GBC and has Government consmdereu giving directions in this
respect?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I do - not think.that they would be covered under directions, I said
that I did not particularly like those advertisements but it has =a
proportion off the revenue, we have cut the subventions, I am advised
and I will say no more than that, that a considerable amount of the
advertising is geared for English sveaking viewers of Gibraltar
television in the Costa del Sol otherwise they.would not advertise

. the service for Rolls Royce, thére is only one in Gibraltar, and.
in any case the amount that is got odut of that advertisement would
have to be made up if we were to decide to give them directiens

that those advertisements should not appear.

HON P J ISOLA:

How does this situation and the continuation of this situation, Nr
Speaker, how does that help the Government policy announced in
this House gbout not encouraging people to go to Spain? Is not ,
the Government with a service that is heavily subsidised by .the
public, not allowing that service to be used pyrecisely to do that
which the Government does not want 1t to do and has Government got
a policy on this?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Government has a policy but GBC has the need to obtain funds

and the Government would have to be minded to make up the differ-
ence on the advertisements if in fact having regard to the very -
severe cuts we have made to the Station they have been trying to

" absorb them without affecting the service substantially. I do not
like those advertisements myself but that is purely my own view.

I think that before we décide whether we should cut or rather give
directions, we should be in a position to make up for the revenue
that they will lose by that and at this stage I am not prepared to
consider that unless, of course, there is a general view that that
should be the case. I am prepared to consider it with my colleagues
but. at this stage I was answering the question on the discussions
that have taken place. I would like to state and pay tribute to the
members of the Board who have gone into .the cuts that were made at
the time of the budget and have endeavoured to approach them without
affecting the service rendered by television.
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3,
'HON P J ISOILA:

Can I gather from that answer, Mr Speaker, that GBC now has got an
absolutely free hand to take as much advertising on Spanish products
in Spain as they can get thelr hands on-with the blessing of the
Government? .

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

" They have always had a free hand to take advertisements so long as it
is moral and within the standards set out in the directions. . They
have not been given any special licence, they have accepted the offers
of, I suppose, agencies who have put these sdvertisements in. They
have not been given any charter, they have not had taken away any
rights that they had before.

HON G T RESTANO: . . . .

- Mr Speaker, nobody in the House seems to like the adverts, quite

. rightly so, but I think it is misleading to be given a figure of 13%,

that cannot possibly be correct. The question says quite specifically
'of products in Spain' and I think that that 13% cannot Doss1b1y be

accurate, it cannot be accurate e o & ¢ o

- MR SD AKFR

Please.ask a question.
'HON G T RESTANO: -

Could the Chief Minister undertake to make furthef 1nvest1gaulons as’
to this percentage?

HON CHIEF KINISTER:

Let me put it this way, if 1 find that the figures are not correct'I
. will write to the Hon Wember ihferming him.,

HON P J ISOLA:

Could ‘we ask that the Auditors of GBC report on the accuracy of these
figures, let us have an Auditor's report on this.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Let me say that if these figures have been given to me by the
administration and by the Board I must accept them, I am not going
to send an auditor around. Whether it includes radio or not is
another matter but I think it would be most improper, apart from
checking the figures in case there has been error, to suggest that
these figures have been in any way cooked for the purpose of this
answer. Certainly it is not my understanding nor.would I think
"anybody at GBC would be minded to do thate.
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HON G T RESTANO:
Could the Chief Minister find out if in the figures that have been

given are included. advertising for Spanlsh products put in by
'Glbraltar companies?

HON CHIBF MINISTER:
Yes, of course.
MR SPEAKER:

Next guestion.
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_ 6.7.83
. . NO. 307 OF 198% : "ORAL
THE HON P J ISOLA

Sir, can Government explain why no Chairman has yet been appointed
to the Gibraltar Broadcasting Corporation and can Government out-
line the difficulties it is encountering in the appointment of one? .

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIZF MINISTER

Sir, I have made one or two soundings and am considering other
tossibilities. I have, of course, had to deal with other pressing
matters recently.
' We are fortunate in that the Board has a very éxperienced Acting
Chairman - and experienced members to assist him - who is prepared
to hold the fort while a suitable successor is found.

The main requirements are that the Chairman should be, and should

be known to be, politically impartial anc that he is able to devaote
the time required for carrying out the duties of .the app01ntment. ’
There are no other S“eClal dlfflcultles..

SUFPLENMENTARY TO QUTSTIOH VO 307 OF 1983

~HOV PJ ISOIJ'

'Mr Speaker, how can the prospéctive Chairman be politically impartial
if it is within the patronage of .the Chief Minister?

HON CHIEF MIWISTER:

‘I would rather not answer ‘that question.
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