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26.6.8L
NO. . 33 OF 1984 ' ORAL
THE HON J E PILCHER

Has the management contract between the Gibraltar Shiprepair
Limited and A & P Appledore International been agreed?

ANSWER | |
THE_HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

No, Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 33 OF 198L

HON J E PILCHER:

" Could the Honourable the Financial Secretary seeing that I have
been checking the Hansard of. the 18th October where it was said
at that time that the draft was already ready, their agreement
was in draft form, in fact it spoke of a provision for the

- Controller as well, this is‘way back in October, 1983. The
company is now working, could the Honourabl e Financial Secretzary
tell us when there is a likelihood of this contract being agreed?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, as I said in ny reply on alnoré recent occasion than -
that quoted by the Honourable Member, namely, in the debate on -
the Appropriation Bill, I would not expect the Management
_Agreement to be ratified until my replacement as Chairman of GSL
is in office. : . ' '

HON J E PIICHER:

Will the Honourable Financial and Development Secretary tell us
how Appledore is being pald at the moment, is it still through
ODA funds direct? ‘ :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The arrengement for renumeration of certain members of GSL, I
think I would say the senior Appledore personnel, including the
Managing Director, for example, is at.present-covered by the

terms of the Consultancy Agreement with the ODA. The renumeration
of other employees of GSL is, of course, from the funds made
available by the ODA following the application to Her Majesty's
Government for the release of the £28m. ‘

HON J BOSSANO:

Is, in fact, Appledore already receiving part of the £300,000
management fee, apart from the question of the individuals who
may be employed in doing work for the company?

HON FINANGCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Mi’Speaker.



HON J BOSSANO:

And that in fact will not happen until the management agreement
is signed, am I right?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

That is correct, Mr Speaker.

HON J E PILCHER:

So at this time the Gibraltar Government do not have a direct
control over the managers of the GSL since they are being paid
direct from ODA?

- HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

‘Mr Spesker, the Gibraltar Government are 100% owners of Gibraltar
Shiprepair Limited and that is therefore of control.



26.6.8L
I, NO. 3l OF 1984  ORAL

THE HON J E _PILCHER

On what terms has the Ministry of Defence made available Ll
properties for the use of expatriate managers of the Gibraltar
Shiprepair Limited?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, up to L6 properties will be made availsble on a
three year lease.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUWSTION NO, 34 OF 1984

H?N J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, what rents are being paid and who is paylng the rent,
the company or the individuals?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, the Bonourable Member has alrcady writtem to the
Honourable the Chief Minister on this subject and the Chief
~Minister provided the Honourable Member.with details of the
propertles in question. The Chief Minister also made the point
in. his reply that detailed questions affecting the propertles
should really be a matter for the Honourable. Member to raise
.directly with GSL.

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Sreaker, I am asking a general question., Are the rents of
the properties being paid by the company or by the individuals?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I think this is a matter for the company, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

In fairness to the gquestioner, you are being asked a 81mple
question. Is the rent being paid by the individual or by the
company? The answer is by one or the other or I camnot answer.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Well, I think that is a matter for arrangement between the
company and the individuals.

MR SPEAKER: .
That is what you are being asked, have any arrangements been made,
HON.FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Arrangements have not yet been made, no.’



HON J BOSSANO:

Is it, Mr Speaker, that the Government does not accept a
responsibillty for answering questions in the House regarding
a company of which they are 100% owners, and can the Hon

. Financial and Development Secretary explain what authority a
Member of the Opposition has got to put gquestions to a private

limited company without being told to go and mind his own
business?

HON FINANCIAL AND IDEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I think that the latter part of the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition's questionis ahypothetical one, Mr Speaker. I would
be surprised if any Member of the company which I am privileged
to be the Chairman. for the time being, would be so discourteous
as to reply in that way, but I do think, indeed I am at pains to
emphasize the point, that matters of day to day administration
are not really for the Government to answer in this House.

MR SPEAKER:

What is to be answered in this House or not is not for the
Honourable Member to say but what Honourable Members wish to
answer is another matter. I will say that I have already made a
ruling insofar as the Gibraltar Quarry Company is concerned and
the procedure is very simple and very-clear. Insofar as matters
affecting the day to day administration of GSL are concerned and
as far as the responsibility of the Honourable the Financial
Secretary to that company as Chairman is concerned, he is not
answerabhle to this House. Insofar as any matters to which
Government responsibility applies, he is answerable.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

First of all we are breaking reasonably new ground on this

matter because of the Quarry Company and this one. Secondly,
because it happens to be that the Financial and Development
Secretary who sits here as Financial and Development Secretary,
happens to be the temporary Chairman of the company. When his
identity as temporary Chairman of the company disappears, then of
course his knowledge of detail which he is expected to know as :
Chairman will be much more remote than it is now and then, of '
course, perhaps his position will be seen clearer that on day to.
day matters it is the company, formed under the Companles
legislation, which have to carry on its business in its own way
and that it i1s only answerable to the shareholder, the Government,
in matters of pollcy which the Government' will be fully
responsible for, in major matters of policy within the terms of
the management agreement that will be signed between GSL and the
operators.

MR SPEAKER:
May I ask tobe clear in my mihd, insofar as_ the properties ‘are

concerned, are the properties belng released direct to GSL or to
the Government?



3

!

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
To Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited.
MR SPEAKER:

Then it is a matter for Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited.
HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, if I can put a supplementary to the very useful
question that you asked., If, in fact, the properties are
being released directly to GSL, isn't this contrary to the
whole question that the Government has followed that all
properties no longer used by  the MOD pass to the Government

of Gibraltar, I mean, the Lands Memorandum and =all the rest of
it? The Government is in agreement that private companies
should get properties direct from the MOD or is any other
limited company precluded from renting property from MOD?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, for obvious reasons, the company which has -been
formed in full consultation with the British Government, have

been entrusted with the funds to run the company itself. This

is an arrangement for this, it carries with it the transfer to

" the company by the MOD, in due course, all the assets in the
Dockyard to the company that is owned by the Government. I

think if the Honourable Member considers the position with regard
.to the nationalised industries in the United Kingdom, he will see
that nobody is answerable in Parliament for the nationalised
industries in the United Kingdom and this could be not exactly the
same because it has not been in that way made into a major
corporation, but it is the same in that it is a separate legalised
entity in the form of Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited. '

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, isn't it the case that the Honourable and Learned the
Chief Minister signed an agreement in July 1983, with Sir Geoffrey
Howe and that one of the clauses in that agreement provided for
the Ministry of Defence to make available to the managers of the
Shiprepair Company for their eoccupation 46 properties and that is
a fact. Doesn't the Chief Minister have to answer in this House

questions regarding the consequences of the agreement that he
signed? S ) :

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I have no recollection that 'the guestion of the L6 quarters or
whatever it is, is out in the agreement and no doubt the Hon
Member, who is very well documented, has got a copy of the
agreement there. My own recollection is that it hasn't and even
if it had it was the arrangement whereby the commercialisation of
the Dockyard took place. I think, with respect, the Hon Member
is a bit confused about this question of the transfer of land and
§0 on. OFf course it is obvious that the owners of the Dockyard
will be the Gibraltar Government through a company owned by the

Gibraltar Government. The management of it, the way in which
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the thing is going to be worked out, is belng explained by the
‘Financial and Development Secretary and to the extent that I
am able by myself.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I am afraid nothing has been explained. The position,
Mr Speaker, is that L6 flats have been passed or are to be passed
from the Ministry of Defence to a company of which the Government
is 100% owner. Does the Government know on what terms those flats

are belng made available to Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited, or doesn't
it know?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The availability of these quarters, which was not an easy thing
to obtain, let me tell the Honourable Member, not aneasy thing
to obtain, in order not to press further on the demands on
housing in the private sector and certainly in the public sector
because we were in no position as a Government, to take on the
responsibility of having toihouse these people and the agreement
was reached that they would make these flats avallable. They
have done so on a three year contract, we have made some reserva-
tions for the future and for the moment it is “on the basis that
it is granted to theGSL for personnel of their managers to run

- the commercial side of the Dockyard.

HON J BOSSANO:

"And does the Chief Minister know how much GSL is going to be
paying the MOD for those properties in those three years. Are
they free of charge, is there a rent?

HON'EINANCIAL.AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

There will be fent, certainly, Mr Speaker.

HON J BOSSANO:

The Government doesn't know what the rent is at this moment, is
that the case?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
I do not know what the rent is at this moment , Mr Speaker.
HON J BOSSANO: '

The Chairman of the company does not know the rent he is paying
for L6 properties.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Well, one of the reasons is, of course, that.the properties'are
not yet being rented.
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MR SPEAKER :

And I am sure the other reason 1ls because it is still not clear
as to whether it is going to be paid by the Gibraltar Shiprepair
Limited or by the employees. Is that correct?

" HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SSCRETARY:
I am sorry, I did not hear that.
MR SPEAKER:

Another reason being thet it is not clear yet whether the rent
will be paid by the Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited or by the
employees. Correct me if I am wrong. -

. HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT 'SECRETARY:

I am not sure what the precise arrangement is. Remuneration is
normally a package of salary. and arrangements for meeting

"accommodation., I am not in a position to give details, Mr
Speaker. " '

HON J E PILCHER: -

Mr Speaker, does that mean that the MOD have signed a three year .
\contract with the GSL of which the Government do not know the
‘provisions. Is that what the Financial Secretary is sayinge.

- MR SPEAKER:

All that the answer has been is that as far as either Government
or Gibraltar Shiprepair Company 1s concerned, they are clear on
one thing and that is that the flats or the accomnodatlon is
going to be rented on a three-year lease and nothing else.

HON J C PLREZ:

Mr Speaker, is it expected that these properties or some of them
should be transferred to the Gibraltar Government once the three
year lease runs out?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The Honourable Member's gquestion has indeed had a good deal of
a discussion recently, Mr Speaker, anticipates thewmply 1
propose to give to guestion No.4O oh the Order Paper. .

HON J E PIICHER: N
Mr Speaker, I do not want to press the point but the Honourable
the Financial Secretary has said they will pay rent but he does
not know how much it is. Can he tell me whether they will pay
rates at the rate of private properties or MOD properties? Can
he tell me who is going to do the maintenance of the properties?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Mr Speaker, I cannot give you those detalls, amongst other
reasons, of course the properties, up to L6 properties I have
quoted, have not yet been rented been subject to any rental
agreement, because the individuals who will be renting them are
not yet all there. But as I have said earlier I think that in
matters of detail of this nature it will be more appropriate to
ask the company.

HON J E PIICHER:

Mr Speaker, the individuals are not all there, does it mean that
there are some there.

MR SPEAKER:

May I suggest that the Opposition should ask a question exclusively
seeking from the Financial and Development Secretary an under-
taking that at a later meeting he will give full detsils. We are
.now speculating and nothing else.

HON J E PILCHER:

Very well, Mr Speaker, will the Honourable Financial and
Development Secretary at a later date give us all the information
that we are asking for?

HON FINAWCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

‘The Financial and Development Secretary will pass on the request
of the Honourable Member to GSL management and I am sure that
GSL management will take steps to give the Honourable Member
whatever information they think appropriate.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is the Pinancial and Development Secretary then
saying that the Government of Gibraltar does not accept that it
has a responsibility to the Opposition and to the public to
provide information.

MR SPEAKER: -
We don't know who the praqperties are going tobe given to and

who is going to be responsible for repairs and maintenance. It
is only then that you will be able to ask further gquestions, that
is why I have suggested that the information to the extent to
which the Government 1s responsible will be given to tle House.

HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, the point of principle that I am trying to
establlsh and I think it i1s important to establish it rlght at
the onset, is whether in fact the Government's position is that
they will pass a request for information on to the company and
then it is up to the company, and the Honourable says he is
confident that the company will not be rude, but is it up to the

company in their sole discretion to decide whether they give
information or they do not.
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MR SPEAKER:

My answer to that one and it must be as a ruling is that the
fact that we are having this discussion now springs from the
coincidental position of the Financial and Development Secretary
being the Financial and Development Secretary and answerable to
this House and at one and the same time also being the Chairman
of the Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited. When that is done away
with I most certainly will rule in this House, that any matter
which concerns exclusively the running of Gibraltar Shiprepair
Limited and for which they are responsible, most certainly the
Government will not be znswerable in this House. To the extent
that I have allowed questions on non-defined domestic matters,
if there were any particular question as to will Government
inform itself or has Government any information, questions will
- be most certainly acceptable but not beyond that.

HON J BOSSANO:

" Mr Speaker, it is a questlon of interpretation as tO\Jhat is the
question of day to day running.

MR SPEAKER:

It is not a guestion of day to day Punnlng, it is a question of
\Mlnlsterlal responsibility.

HON J BOSSANO:

Does the situation then that this House has voted money for the
share capital of the company not mean that this House has got
a right to question what is happening to the money it has voted?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I am trying to be helpful. Hopefully, when the preliminaries
are got over, I hope to be able to make a comprehensive statement
of what the Government will in future be prepared to answer and
what the Government will decide, for guidance of Honourable
Members they will not answer. In which case, of course, they
can still ask the guestions and whether they are ruled out

of order or not is ancther matter.- We are in a rather difficult
situation but I think it is fair that:I'should say that we should
say as a Government what we think we are responsible for. It is
very difficult to say that until we get the agreement signed..
We want to exercise control, too, to the extent that it is
consistent with allowing them to run the Dockyard efficiently.

MR SPS AKER :

Next gquestione




26.6.84
NO. 35 OF 1984 ORAL
THE HON J E PIILCHER

. What is the present issued Share Capital of the Gibraltar
Shiprepair Limited?

ANSWER
THE HON THSE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPM:NT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, the issued Share Capltal of Glbraltar Shiprepair
Limited is £1,000,

SUPPLEMENTARY TQ QUESTION NO. 35 OF‘1985
HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, can the Honourable the Financial Secretary explain
to me how Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited is paying the ‘wages of
its employeese.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I think that it is paying the wages of its employees with money.
It will be necessary to increase the share capital in due course
and that will be done in the light of legal and financisl advice
. as and when necessarye.

HON J BOSSANO: ' -

But, Mr Speaker, isn't it the case that we have here the
Gibreltar Shiprepair Ordinance which established that any money
out of the £28m would go into a special fund and, in fact, that
that money would then be used to increase the share capital and
that then the company would use the money from the shares it sold
to the Government to pay the eémployees. Isn't that what we have
provided in law and if it is not being done like that, can the
Financial Secretary tell us how it is being done and who decided
to do it differently?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am sorry, I could not possibly answer all those questions of
the Honourable Member off the cuff, so to speak, Mr Speaker. I
note though, from recollection that sharéds would be sold by the
company to the Government but it is certainly not the sense of
the legislation. The Bill certainly made provision ‘for the sale
at some future date of the Government's holdings -in GSL but not
in the terms that the Honourable Member has mentioned.

10



HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Spesker, the Gibraltar Shiprepair Ordinance was passed and a
provision was made for & fund and the explanation that the
Honourable the Financlal Secretary gave at the time was how this
money was going to be transferred by Her Majesty's Government to
the Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited. How is the money being
transferred if it is not being transferred through the fund into
the share capital of the company?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I understand the Honourable Member's point, Mr Speaker. The fund
referred to in the legislation, in the Gibraltar Shiprepair.
Ordinance, was a means whereby monies were not pald into the
Consolidated Fund, that is to say it was a mechanical or counting
routine so that the monies were not paid iInto the Consolidated
Fund but could be used for Gibrzltar Shiprepair Limited for the
purposes of establishing a commercial dockyard. That was the
"purpose of the provision in the legislati on.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, has the Government of Gibraltar received any money
from the United Kingdom Government for the jpurpose of setting up
lGibraltar Shiprepair Limited, yes or no?.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENI SECRETARY:
.Yes, Mr Spesker.
HON J BOSSANO:

And has the money received been placed in-the Special Fund as
provided for by Section 6(L) or 6(3) of the Gibraltar Shiprepair
Limited Ordinance, 1983, yes or no?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Mr Speakér, and also has been passed out of that into the
account of Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited.

HON J BOSSANO:

How, Mr Speaker, when under Section 6(4) it says it shall be
charged upon the Fund such money as the Financial and Development
Secretary may authorise for the subscription or purchase by the
Government of Gibraltar of shares in the company and for nothing
else. Because in fact, I objected in the House at the time that
this was too restrictive and the Government accepted that they
ought to widen that Section to permit the Government itself to
pay for direct construction work on the assets because the as§ets
were not being transferred to the company, the assets were belng
transferred to the Government of Gibraltar and leased to the
company and the Honourable and Learned Chief Minister said at the
time that the Bill was being discussed that it had been a very

11 -
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useful suggestion because they realised that the way it was
being done they were limited exclusively to buying shares and
nothing else. The law does not allow the Government to take
money out of that Fund and give it to anybody.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I am sure that we‘are not doing anything which is
contrary to the law, either the spirit or the letter of the
Ordinance.,

HON J BOSSANO:

Can I ask the Honourable the Financial and Development Secretary
whether he can confirm thatimonies from the Shiprepair Limited
Kund have been used for other than the purchase or subscription
by the Government of Gibraltar of shares or the expenditure on
assets belonging to the Government that are to be leased by the
company. Has money been used for either of those two things
which are the only things for which he has got authority to use
the money?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: - B

- I am sorry, I do not understand the purpose of the Honourable
Member's guestion.

MR SPEAKER: -

Well, the purpose is not explainable, with respect to the
Honourable Financial and Development Secretary. You have been
asked a question, you can answer or you cannot. The Hon HMember
has no need to justify the reason why he is asking the guestion.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, in that case I can only suggest that the point that
the Honourable Member has raised, subject to my clarifying with
him outside the House, besides what it is that he wishes to know,
I will take UDocscosoe

HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, I think it is reasonable that the Honourable
Financial and Development Secretary should require more notice
when we are asking something that is unrelated to the original
guestion, but the original question says; "What is the share
capital of the Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited?" The share capital
of the Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited was established by an
Ordinance passed in this House in December. That Ordinance
provides that that share capital should be increased by the
Government subscribing for shares using money in the Fund ard
therefore it follows logically from the guestion about the size
of that share capital we are asking the Government whether they
have used money from the Special Fund to subscribe for extra

12




4.

shares and if not, and the answer clearly is not, because the
share capital is still £1,000, have they used money from that
Fund for anything else, yes or no? Surely, the Financial
Secretary who is the Controlling Officer of that Fund, it is on
his authority that money is used, he must know whether money has
been used from the Fund or not. _

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENI' SECRETARY:

Mr Spesgker, the arrangements for the funding of GSL operations
are certainly complex beczause we simultaneously have arrangements

with the ODA whereby they provide money in accordance with an
itemisation of the £28m which has been agreed between the two

Governments and, secondly, we have a private company which is set

-up with the share capital, the present issued share capital of

£1,000, which will in due course be increased. The point which the

Honourable Member has raised because I think there is a certain
disparity, if I may say, in arithmetical terms between the amount
of money which is going to be spent on refurbishing the Dockyard
and paying the employees of -GSL, and the issued share capital, is
one on which we are taking legal and finsncial advice, I am
speaking now, of course, in my capaclty as Chairman of GSL, as
to the appropriate means and time at which we should increase
that share capital. S .

iHON J BOSSANO:

. I appreciate that, ¥r Speaker, I am not asking the Honourable
Member to give me an answer as thé Chairman of GSL, I am asking
him to give me an answer as Financial and Development Secretary
because we passed an Ordinance in this House which binds him
because he is the man who authorises the use of the money from
the Special Fund. The law puts the responsibility on him, it
mentions him specifically. Sub-section L4 of Section 6 says
"As the Financial Secretary may authorise", I am asking him has
he authorised expenditure from the Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited
Fund, yes or no?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENTI SECRETARY :
Yes, Mr Speaker.
HON J BOSSANO: )

And therefore, I am now asking him, has he authorised expenditure
from that Fund for anything other than the subscription of shares
or the expenditure of assets that belong to the Government, not

to the company, to the Government as provided for by the Ordlnance
and if he has authorised expenditure for anything else, under

what authority?

HON PINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
I think I need time to consider the provisions of the Ordinance

in greater detall before replying to the Honourable Leader of
the Opposition's learned question.

13



26.6.81—‘

NO. 26 OF 198) ' ORAL
THE HON J E PIICHER

" How many RFA's are programmed to be repaired by the Gibraltar
Shiprepair Limited in 1985¢%

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Spesker, discussions with the Ministry of Defence on this’
question are currently taking place.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 36 OF 1984

HON J E PIICHER:

Mr Speaker, is this not part of the agreement signed. between
the Gibraltar Government and the United Kingdom Government, as
highlighted by Baroness Young and the £14m of further aid which
she mentioned?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Mr Spesker, it is true. The Honourable Member if he had
had the privilege of listening to the now Honourable Leader of
"the Opposition's questions in the House in December would have
seen that we had a full discussion on this angd certainly £14m
of RFA work has been guaranteed by Her Maaesty s Government.

HON’J E PIICHER.

Is the Government not aware, Mr Spesker, that the MOD normally
have a programme of work which is 12 months sghead and can tell
where a ship is to be refitted six months or nine months from
the date in advance?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENI SECRETARY:

I am aware but in this particular case, Mr Speaker, it is not
wearing my Financial and Development hat nor even my Chairman
of Gibraltar Shiprepair hat, but my former hat as a person who
worked in the UK Treasury, so I do understand that the MOD have
forward programmes but the precise timingi of them is, of course,
a matter for ongoing discussions.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Financial !Secretary, does the
implication of his answer suggests a change from the number of
ships that were programmed in the proposals? He is saying the
matter 1s still under discussion, 1s it not the cas€e.....

14




MR SPEAKER:

What the Financial and Development Secretary has said is that
the number of ships which will be tackled during the year 1985
is not yet agreed.

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, then, can I ask the Financial and Development Secretary
whether he can confirm that in fact the proposals that were
accepted for the Dockyard's commercialisation by Messrs Appledore
provided for a number of ships to be done in the first year?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

T don't think I could confirm the precise number of ships,
Mr Spesker, that is not my recollection. My recollection is
the £14m at July, 1983, prices.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, will the Honourable Member then check his report
of the Appledore proposals where he will find that there are a
number of RFA's scheduled for work in the first year and then
perhaps he can come back and tell us whether he is stlll keeping
to that target or not?

. HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Spezker, I am sorny, I must decline the Honourable Member's
invitation.

HON J BOSSANO:

Doesn't the Honourable Member agree that 1f there is a proposed
commercialisation taking place now and belng implemented, if
there is a departure from the number of RFA's programmed for
the first year, he ought to com¢ and tell the House?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Mr Speaker, I think that especially in the light of the most
recent reference provided to Baroness Young, if there were any
doubt about the £1LMesecsoe.

MR SPEAKER:

I do not want to widen the scope of the question, I think the
scope of the question is a clear one. . .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I cannot give precise information as to the number of shipa or
the. amount which will be spent.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speakcr, we are not asking about the amount to be spent
because we recognise that the Honourable the Financial Secretary
is not able to say how much will be spent until the thing is
working and we know how much is being charged, but there was a
commitment in the original proposals that X number of RFA's would
be provided in the first year of operation. Has there been any
change in that commitment?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The discussions are still taking place, Mr Speaker. I cannot
add any more to thate.

MR SPEAKER:
We are not going to get -any further on this one.
HON J BOSSANO:

But,- Mr Speaker, is the Honourable Member saying that there are
discussions taking place about something thst was made available
"to the Opposition a year ago as something that had been agreed,
the number of RFA's had been agreed.

iMR SPEAKER:

The Financial and Development Secretary says that the worklozad

-for 1985 is being discussed and that the answer cannot be gilven
because you have asked for a precise number of ships for 1985.

That is the impression I get and I stand to be corrected.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, my reaction to that is, how does the Financial and
Development Secretary explain the fact that today, when we are
only five months away from work starting on the first ship on
the lst January 1985, he does not know how many ships are going
to be provided because there are still discussions when in fact
in 1983 there was already in a Report presented to this House a
number of ships =~ being given as the number that would be
provided in the first year of operestion. The number we are
asking for now should be the same as it was last year unless
there has been a change, so if there are discussions is it the
case then that the number of RFA's that have been made available
is now again under discussion, it is being reopened, the
question has been reopened, is that the case? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMEﬁT SECRETARY:

No, I am sorry, I cannot assent to the interpretation which the
Honourasble Member has put on it. A lot of things hsve happened
since the early part of 1983. We have had a general election
and there have been other changes and the original programme for
the Dockyard was subject to, shall we say, some interruption.
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One must expect that budgets and forecasts, especlally when
they are refined to the extent of identifying individual
numbers, would be subject to some change. What is not being
subject to any change is the £1hm at July 1983 prices.,

HON J BOSSANO:

So then, in fact, we have got an answer now. Mr Spsaker. The
situation is that the six RFA's committed for the first year

of operation of the commercial dockyard is no longer there, it
could be subject to change and it is now under discussion

vhereas before it was a clear commitment. We are still talking
about the time scale. Sirely, the Financial and Development
Secretary will admit to me that the proposals of Appledore have
only been altered by twelve months, that is, that if they start
working in July 1983, they start repairing in January 198L, and
‘logically if they start working in July 1984, they start
repairing in January, 1985, that changes nothing, so the situation
now is that the commitment included in the proposals of six RFA's
in year 1 is no longer there,

MR SPEAKER:

‘Next quesfion.
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26.6.81,

NO. 37 OF 198l ' ORAL
THE HON J § PILCHER

What will be the annual salary of Mr Brian Abbott as General
Manager of the Gibraltar Shiprepasir Limited?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, Mr Abbott's remuneration is at present met from the
money ODA are paying A & P Appledore under the Consultancy
Agreement. His future remuneration will be for the Board of
GSL to decidee. :

P SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 37 OF 198l

HON J BOSSANO:

Does the Government of Gibraltar have any views as a metter of
Government policy about the salaries thst should be paid to
top management in companies of which they are 100% ovwners?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

That is quite a wider question Mr Speaker, and I would feel that
thie Governmer t, if the question were put to it, would need some
time to consider.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I am not asking the Government to tell me what its
policy is, I have asked the Government whether they have a policy.
How can the Honourzble the Financial and Development Secretary
need time to consider whether he has a policy or he has not got a
policy, has he got one or not? -

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Is the Honourable Member referring to Directors of firms such as
GSL or are we talking about public salaries, generallye.

HON J BOSSANO:

It is very clear, I have been very specific. I will repeat the
question for the benefit of the Honourable Member., I have sald:
"Does the Government of Gibraltar have a policy regarding the
salaries that should be pald to Senior Management in companies
of which they are 100% owners, yes or no?

I3

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECREZTARY:
Well, I think I can answer that in genefal térms, Mr Speaker.

The Government' policy would be that the remuneration should
be sufficient to attract the right individuale.c...
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MR SPEAKER:

No, with respect, you are not being asked that. You are being
asked would Government have a say in influencing salaries.

HON J BOSSANO:

No, Mr Speaker, I am deliberately phrasing the question in a way

that it could not be inferred that I am asking the Government

for anything that has to do with the day to day running of the

company and therefore I am asking the Government whether they

have a policy that in the companies .of which they are the owners,

whether they have a policy as to what should be the salaries paid
~to the top managers in those companies?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

-I can only begin once again, Mr Speaker, with the speech which
you.so courteously interrupted me when I was half way through

and that is that I think the Government's policy must be to see:

. that the remuneration of such individuals is adequate for recruit-
ment and retention but not excessive, that is, one need not pay
more than the market rate for the Jjob. I think that is a very
isensible policy. )

HON J BOSSANO:

I see, Nr Speaker, and in faect is it not the case that in

respect of Government employees the Government of Gibraltar is
committed to a policy of paying varity with UX which need not
necéssarily be the market rate for the job? It is adopting one
policy then in the companies of which it is an owner and a -
différent policy in its capacity as an employer, is that the case?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRZTARY :

No, I do not think it is, Mr Speaker. The Honourable Member has
invited me and here I could speak for hours on the guestion of

the differentials between selaries in the public or official
sector and in the privete sector. I think the Honourable Member's
views of my views on this are known, that I find the differential
of 30% lead for the official sector over the private sector a
serious one, one with serious consequences for the Gibraltar
€CONOomY « . '

.HON J BOSSANO:

So the Honourable Member is then saying that on the basis of that
view that he holds, he thinks that as a matter of policy employees
in the private sector and by implication employees in those
private companies of which the Government is the owner, ought to
be paid more so thdt gap between their wages and those of the
Government is closed.

MR "SPEAKER:

IF I MaVesoeeos
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENI SECRETARY:
No, that is not. Mr Speaker, I beg you not to cut me short..ceece
MR SPEAKER:

I want to make myself very clear. I have not cut you short but I
will as often as I feel I ought to and I will not stand any
nonsense in that respect. I want to make myself completely and
utterly clear on that one. I will cut any Member when I feel I
should do so. You may now continue. )

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, I do not think the Honoursble Member is entitled to
draw the inference from what I said that these in the private
sector should pe paid more than the public sector. I sasid that
the differential, the 30% lead for those in the official sector
~over the private sector was one which I thought had serious
consequences for the health of the Gibraltar economy.

~HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Spesker, isn't the Honourable Member saying if he thinks the
differential has serious consequences, that he thinks that the
idifferential should not exist. He favours the elimination of the
differential.

"MR SPEAKER:

Yes, but we are now entering into a debate and that is what I
was ‘trying to say to the Honourable. the Financial and Development
Secretary.

HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask the Honourable Financ¢ial and Development Secretary
then whether he will be in a position to inform the House of
what the salary of the General kanager of Gibraltar Shiprepsir
Limited is when that salary is paid from the funds of the
Shiprepair Limited and not from ODA?

HON FINANCIAL ARD DEVEL@PMENT SECRETARY ¢

‘Mr Speaker, I think in a matter of salaries the Board will want
to do whatever is in accordance with good company practice and
certainly in the interests of Gibraltar, generally. I would
*think that the remuneration of Senior Salaried Employees is
something which certainly under UK company law is revealed in
Annual Reports and Accounts and I would think that Gilbraltar

. Shiprepair Limited would want to follow suit. Certainly Directors
fees will be made known and I would just like to say, en passant,
that the present Chairman is not, in fact, getting a fee.
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26,6,8.
NO. 38 OF 198l ORAL
THE HON J E PILCHER

. Can Government confirm that all the electricity requirements of
the Gibraltar Shiprepeir Limited will be supplied by the Inter-
service Generating Station?

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAT, AND DEVELOPMENT SZCRETARY

Mr Speaker, this is the intention, at any rate for the first
2 years of the Company's operations.

-

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 38 OF 1984

HON J B PIICHER:

How. much is the MOD asking for the service? Is it the same
rate as the MOD charge their users or is it at a different rate?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
. I think there is a différential, Mr Speaker, at present.
' HON J C PEREZ:
"Mr Speaker, has the Gibraltar Government got the capacity to be

able to supply the requirements of Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited
with our own Generating Station?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECR=TARY:

If I may answer the Honourable Member's question slightly at a
tangent. As far as the future is concerned, and I am not giving
a specific guarantee or commitment at this stage, but merely
saying there is a possibility electricity will, we hope, be

provided by the Municipal Service assuming enhanced capacity of
the Waterport Station, at a future date. This is the expectation.

HON J C PEREZ:

In fact the Hon Member is saying that at the momeht we have not
got the capacity to be able to supply the Glbraltar Shlprepalr
Limited? i

“HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I have said that, yes, that is correct, Sir.

HON J E PIICHER:

The Hon Financial and Development Secretary said there is a
differential, which way? More expensive or cheaper?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am sorry Mr Speaker, I have to check on that. Could I possibly
give the Hon Member the information subsequently.
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| 26.6.8
NO. 39 OF 198L ) ORAL
THE HON J E PILCHER '

Can Government confirm that Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited is
. importing its office furniture direct from the UK?

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Again, Mr Spegker, I do feel this is not a matter for the
Government but for Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited, how it imports
its office furniture. I would merely say that the Company's
policy is, wherever possible, to chose the most cost effective
option unless there are other considerations which. are so
important as to over-ride this criteria. “

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.39 OF 198L

HON J BOSSANO:

¥Mr Speaker, is the Government's policy consonant with the
Company's policy, that is,does the Government believe that it is
a goeod thing that we should all in Gibraltar go and buy things
where they are cheaper because it is the most cost effective
thing to do?® -

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I camnot really speak for all my colleagues on the Government
bench because they have different areas of responsibility but I
am sure it will come as no surprise to the Honourable Member if
I say, wearing my Financial and Development Secretary hat, that
naturally one wants the most cost effective option chosen, from
a Treasury point of view,

HON J BOSSANO:

Does that include ordinary consumers wanting tc go across the
frontier, Mr Speaker, or are they excluded from the process?

And could I ask the Financial and Development Secretary whether,
in fact, direct imports require a trading licence of any.sort?
Does the company that has got a licence for shiprepairing, does

it have the facility? This is something that other people can do,
is it, anybody can buy whatever they like in UK.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: '

-

I think you can buy for youfselve; Mr Speaker, but the distinction
is between importing for personal use and trading.

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, why is it that the requirements for furniture did not
go out to tender so that local firms might have been able to
tender at cheaper prices than the nermal sale price because of the
volume of the furniture it is intended to buyiP
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

.1 would imagine, Mr Speaker, that before the Managing Director
" of GSL decided to import furniture or indeed any other item,
he would have the commercial prudence to see whether he could
purchase the item or items locally in Gibraltar at a cheaper
price.

HON J C PXEREZ:

ir Speaker, if a tender comes out for.the supply of furniture
there is something concrete and some proof on the part of the
company that that has been done but at the moment there is no
proof at all that the company has done that. For all we know
the company has gone to UK becsuse 1t has suited them or because
they 1ike the colour of the furnlture that they are buying in
the UK.

HON. FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: i
1 would certainly have something to say as Chairman and also
as Financial and Development- Secretary if the Company were to
adopt such an irresponsible approach to a commercial matter as
suggested by the Honourable Member, Mr Speaker.

HON J E PILCHER:

¥r Speaker, the furniture sold locally has to pay duty, obviously,
and the furniture brought in by Appledore is duty free because of
this ODA. What chance have local shops to sell all this furniture
to Appledore and to get part of the £28m expenditure staying in
the local economy?

HOIN FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I can only repeat, Mr Speaker, that it is the responsibility of
the Company to purchase at the cheapest possible price. The
primary responsibility of Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited is to
operate a commercial yard, to husband its worklng capital and to
run its operations efficiently. It is a secondsry responsibility
for Gibraltsr Shlprepalr Limited, an important aspect of the
undertaking is the spin off in terms of employment and the boost
to the Gibraltar economy. I do not see the proposition which the
Honourable kember has just outlined as belng necessarlly
compatible with those primary objectives.'

-

HON J BOSSANO: -

Isn't this an example of where there is no SDln off In fact, if
the furniture which could have been bought here is being brought
direct from United Kingdom and can in fact the Honourable Member
confirm the point made by my colleague that thls furniture will
not pay 1mport duty.
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRATARY:

That is my understanding, Mr Speaker. I could confirm it
subsequently.

"HON J BOSSANO:

But that the furniture that the company would have bought here
would have been one that had paid duty already?

HON FINANCIAIL AND DEVELOPMENT SZCRATARY:

I shall need to look into this particular questlon Slr. I will
write to the Honourable Member gbout it.

"HON J BOSSANO:

Am I right in thinking that if Appledore tomorrow goes out and
buys something from a shop, that article has paid duty on
importation and therefore the price will include the duty.

Appledore, prcsumably, doesn't then go and send off for a rebate,
does it?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

That is my understanding, certainly,. Mr Spesaker, but I think I
- would like to check before confirming this.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question. ' -
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| 26.6.8L
NO. LO OF 1984 . omaL

THE HON J E_PILCHER

What is the policy of the Government regarding the accommodation
that has been made available to the Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited
by the MOD?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECR=ETARY

Mr Speaker, a short while ago we had a very lengthy discussion
on this when I referred the Honourable Member to the letter
whieh the Honourable Chief ¥inister ‘sent him recently. I think
. the. only further comment I would lke to make on. this point on
- the-question of policy, is that the Chief Mlnlster sald in his
reply to the Honourable Member that as and when expatriate
personnel were replaced by locally recruited managers we would
. ask.that these quarters released by MOD. should be allocated to
the.latter instead of being wreturned to the MOD. The Chief
Minister has made that clear and I think that 1s how I would
.answer the gquestion as to pollcy.

HON J BOSSANO:

|Does that mean, Mr Speaker, that .the Gibraltar Government
believes that the properties should be permanently allocated to
the Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECKETARY:

Well, permanently is a long time, Mr Speaker, and in the longrun
we are-=all dead but for the foreseeable future, yes, I think
that-would be the expectation. It was not a flrm commitment.y I
must emphasize that that is the Chief Mlnlster s expr6881on of
an aim,

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, is the Gibraltar Government expecting that .the
Ministry of Defence will comply with this and_are they expecting
that the properties will be transferred to the Gibraltar
Government once the Gibragltar Shlprepalr Limited has finished the
lease over the propertles?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

'We,hope we can do that. With regard to the earlier question by
the Honourable Mr Pilcher as to the timing, 1if, in fact, as we
think, Members there don't share this view, Gibraltar Shlprepalr
will require management for a long time, and this management is
altered to locally recruited people, it will be required for as
long as that is necesoary.

~
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HON J C PHREZ:

Mr Speaker, does the fact that "the Ministry of Defence has
allocated these properties to the Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited
not demonstrate that they no longer need them and if so why has
the Government not tried to get them to be released to the
Gibraltar Government and whilst the Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited
is occupying them that rent should be paid to the Gibraltar
Government and not to the Ministry of Defence?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I wish things were as simple as.the Honourable Member makes them.
At the time of the negotiations, the burden was on the Ministry
of Defence to do a number of things if we were going to be able

to accept commercialisation.: One of them was we did not want
‘urther to encroach on Givbraltar Government properties or private
properties for the management and after long negotiations the
Ministry of Defence agreed to release these quarters for three
years. For that they have had to do a lot of adjustment and it
will depend very much wheth®&r progress is made on plans they have
for further quartering and other buildings that they have at the
time when it comes whether they will require them or not. If they
are not required by MOD, if they are not required for the purpose
for which MOD have passed them over, then they have a dquty to pass -
them over to the Gibraltar Governmernt. But one thing is releasing
something on a special agreement and the other one is saying that
you do not need it forever,

HON J E PIICHER:

Mr Speaker, with all due respect, that is not the answer that
the Honoursble the Financial Secretary gave me. He says that
for the foreseeable future these properties will be allocated
to the GSL. The Chief Minister is saying that i1f they are no
longer needed for the MOD then they would be transferred to the
Gibraltar Government.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, I think you have got it wrong. I was trying to answer Mr Juan
Carlos Perez about eventually and then eventually depends very
much when it comes and what other quarters have been provided.
You all have the example of the struggle we have had about the
reprovisioning of the quarters for the car park and the efforts

we have had to make and the difficulties we have had. Forty

four quarters have been a real effort amdin fact they have been
provided and that is so much the better but what will happen when
they are no longer required either for GSL or for MOD, then the
answer is it has to come over to us. : ‘
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HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, surely there is a conflict in what the Chief
Minister is saying and what the Financial and Development
Secretary has said because if the Financial and Development
Secretary is saying that the policy of the Government of
Gibraltar is that the L6 properties should continue to be
occupied by managers of the Shiprepair Company when those posts
are localised, then presumably it can only be because the MOD
accepts at the end of the three years that they do not need the
properties back. If the MOD accept at the end of the three years
that they 4o not need the properties back then the Chief
Minister says automatically it passes to the Government of
Gibraltar. '

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I think sometimes, Mr Speaker, I ought to tell myself that I
should know better than to try and help the House by explaining
the matter and then getting a crossfire from different angles.

-1 .was answering the question-raised by Mr Juan Carlos Perez about
the :question of the ultimate:responsibility and that rhas now been
crossed with how long is it going to be for GSL. Certainly, for

-as long as it is required for GSL beyond the three years, we hope
that if it is localised they will ve o6ccupied and that is all I
am saying. I am safeguarding because if I .Go not say that and if

"\I do not say whet I tell Juan Carlos Perez, either he or el Tio
el Capote or whatever it is will come out saying that the houses
are going to go to somebody else, so if you are helpful and

.trying to explain, then you get everything distorted. I.do not
read El Tio del Capote but I am told what it sayse.

HON J BOSSANO:

Can I ask the Honourable and Learned Chief Minister that if the
MOD, after three yearSeeesceo . '

MR SPEAKER:
No, that is hypothetical.
HON J E PILCHER:

But, surely, if the MOD do not need it after the contract has run,
the three-year contract, surely then the property is surplus to

MOD requirements and it should come back to the Gibraltar Government
and not as the Honourable the Financial Secretary has said, the
policy is that expatriate personnel are replaced by locally
~precruited, then the properties should go to the locally recruited.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

What we are saying and what the Financial Secretary has said, is
that if the MOD are able to release properties for management of
the Dockyard for expatriates, they should equally have them
available for local people who occupy those posts. That is a
matter of principle. It could well be that some of these posts
are 1 ocalised before the three years. ‘What the position will be

at the end of the three years, of course, will depend very much
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on the requirements of GSL and on the requirements of the MOD.
Then looking longer and longer then of course what will happen
.1s that if they do not need it eventually it will come to us.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can I just ask the Honourable and Learned the
Chief Minister. Would he not agree with me that it is possible
for the Government of Gibraltar to adopt one or two policies now
.8straightaway as a matter of policy and that is either to say to
the MOD; "“We want those properties available for Gibraltarian
managers elther before the three years, if some of the 46 are
replaced before the three years, or at the end of the three years,
if at the end of the three years the 46 are replaced%. That is

. one policy which is apparently the stand adopted by the Government
but it is possible as an alternative policy to say to the MOD;
“What we want at the end of the three years is that the L6
properties should be transferred to the Government of Gibraltar
and* then the Government of Gibraltar in three years fime will
decide whether it is in the best interests of the community .that
they should be made available for managers of GSL or for anything
else". : )

. HON CHIEF MINISTZR:

It is a good question but the answer is not what the Honourable
Member wants. The answer is that they do not say that they do
not require them at the end of three years, they have lent them
for three years and they say they will still require them and 1
say it will very much depend whether they require them at the end
of three years or now. That is why no valued judgement can.be
made now as to the future. They have come out and it has not been
an easy matter and there has been a considerable amount of coming
and going in certain areas of the MOD administration about whether
they should be released or not. We have had them released for
this purpose, it is helping us but it is on the basis of a loan .
exceptionally to help the management get quarters and that is all,
At the end of that period it will very much depend what happens.

MR SPEAKER: 3 L - -
With respect, this isAqueétion time, we are not discussing policy,
we are trying to seek information. If the matter is important

enough we can debate it but not now. ) ' _

“HON J E PIICHER: . ‘ '
The gquestion Mr Speaker, is what is the policy of the Gibraltar
Government regarding the accommodation. I would like to have a
simple yes or no. . The policy. as stated by the Honourable the

Chief Minister in his letter to me was that when expatriate

personnel are replaced by locally recruited personnel, we would
ask that these quarters be allocated to the latter. Is that the

i
i
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policy of the Gibraltar Government or is it that they should be
returned to the Gibraltar Government for the use of the community
as a whole, that is what I am asking?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

At this stage it is the policy of the Gibraltar Government that
if there is a change and transfer, as Appledore has promised, on
recruiting more local people, our policy is that the managers of
GSL who are from Gibraltar should occupy those quarters,

HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask the Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister, doesn't
he consider that that policy that he has just enunciated means that
. if Tocal permanent staff moves into all those guarters and they are
eventually passed to the Gibraltar Government, they will be passed
with sitting tenants, there is nothing he can do about it then.

How can he then say that he agrees to the alternative policy that

" the properties should be released. to the Government of Gibraltar
-and sthe Government of Gibrzlitar should be free to decide what they
are going to do with them if he had already said that he will be
-pressing before they are passed on to him for local employees of
the Company who will be permanent employees and not contract
workers to occupy all those properties. Surely, he will agree with
e that he will inherit them if he is successful in what he wants’
‘to do which I know is not acceptable to the KOD but if he succeeds
in pursuing that, doesn't he agree that that will follow then that
.when the Government of Gibraltar eventually get the properties

they will have sitting tenants and theywill not be able to do
anything with it.

HON CEIEF MINISTER:

Yes,'and in some respects though I do not‘want to associate Ene
thing with the other, that is very much the case with Government
guarters.

HON J BOSSANO:

Yes, and so what?
HON CHIEF MINISTER:
But we have them.
MR SPEAKER:

o .
We will leave it there. Next guestion.
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26.6.84
NO. 1 OF 198k - - ORAL
THE HON J I BALDACHINO

Will Government keep a record of the applicarits for tax relief
in respect of the down payment for home ownership introduced
this year so that the scheme can be monitored for effectiveness?

ANSWER
THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVEIOPMENT SZCRETARY

Yes, Mr Speeker, we will.

- SUPPLEMENTARY TO -QUESTION NO.4l OF 1984

HON J L BALDACHINO:

ME Speaker, will Government keep this s1de of the House informed
of the progress?

HON FINANCIAL AND IEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

We will certalnly keep the House 1nformed of the nunbers, Mr
Speaker. .
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26.6.8L
NO. L2 OF 1984 . ORAL
THE HON M A FEETHAM

Can Government confirm that goods exported from Gibraltar to
another EEC country are -subject to VAT on entry and the Common
.External Tariff?

ANSWER

THE HON TH: FINANCIAL AND DEVEILOPMENT SICRETARY

Mr Speaker, Gibraltar does not form part of the customs territory
of the EEC. As a territory for whose external relations Britain
is responsible, Gibraltar is entitled to benefit from the
community's Generalised Sytem of Preferences. A Generalised
System of Preferences covers a wide spectrum of processed
agricultural products, manuflactured and semi-manufactured goods.
As far as VAT is concerned, that is essentially a point of sale
tax and is applied 1rrespect1ve of the country of origin of the
goods.,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L2 OF 198L
HON M A FEETHAM: '

Mr Speaker, am I correct in stating, therefore, that geods that
- are exported, for example, from France to the UK and vice versa
are not subject.

.HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
My understanding is that they-are not, Mr Speaker.
HON M A FEETHAM:"

And this would obviously be the case again, for example, when
Spain joins the EEC as regards importation to the UK?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Again the details of the negbtiations on Spanish entfy are not
within my responsibility, Mr Speaker.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Mr Speaker, could I phrase it another Way. Would the goods
exported from Spain, for example, to Gibraltar be subject to our
own duty arrangements and similarly goods! imported to the UK .

would be subject to whatever the arrangements are, in the
negotiations? .

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY'

Yes, goods exported from Spain into Gibraltar w111 be subject to
whatever arrangements Gibraltar had. Yes.
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HON M A FEETHAM:

Could the Honourable Member, please explain or clarify-a -redent
statement by Her Majesty's Government to the effect that there
is an annexe to the external affairs chapter which states:
"That trade would be normalised between Spain and the EEC and
between Spain and Gibraltar on the same ba31s subject to any
permitted derogation".

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :
I do not think I can comment on that, Mr Speake=.
MR SPEAKER: -

No, you are not here to conflrm or deny any statement made by
dnother authority. -

HON M A FEETHAM:G

Can I ask a further clarification with regard to EEC purchases,
Mr Speaker. Mr Taylor, who is a Member of the European .

Parliament, visited Gibraltar recently and said that once Spain
was in the EEC, visitors to Gibraltar would have to be allowed

to-take back goods of up to £168 per daye.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SZCRETARY:

.XI am not an expert on this, I do not recsll exactly but I think
he must have been-mistaken on that.

HON M A FEET

Can the Member please say whether he has actually sought
clarification on a rather important statement from a Memcer of
the European Parliament and whether he will make a statement
‘regarding this at a later stage.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

We have sought clarification on this from the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and I will say that Mr Taylor was stating
that on the wrong assumption, that the special provision under
which we are in did not apply. I can give the Honourable Member
a clarification letter, we have looked into that. I am afraild
that he was talking a little off the cuff and without sufflclent
background knowledge.

HON J BOSSANO:

Wouldn't the Honourable and Learned Chief Minister agree with me
that if we have a public statement made by somebody that one
assumes is fairly expert on the subject, that it needs to be
publicly corrected because otherwise, for example, a lot of people
in the private sector may be preparing for the day when we are
going to get a rush of purchasers taking £168 of goods and that .:
day will not materialise. The original statement by Mr Taylor was
given considerable publicity, would the Honourable Member not agree,
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

In fact, I was waiting for the results of the European Elections
to see whether he got back again to be able t o write to him and
ask him to confirm to me that he was talking on the wrong
assumption. As soonas I get confirmation, I don't think it is
fair for me to make a statement now contradicting, I will make
a proper statement,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the Honourable Financial and Development Secretary must
be in fact’ concerned that the normalisation of the frontier will
have implications for the finances of the Government ande...e.e.

MR SPEAKER:
That is opening a much wider field.
HON J BOSSANO:

~What I am coming to, Mr Speaker, is that against that background,-
because if you will forgive me for saying so, the reason why I
am saying that, Mr Speaker is because in answer to a previous
question he said he was not resnon81b1e for the statements of
‘\other Governments.

MR SPEAKER:

Because he was asked to confirm the correctness of a statement
made by an external authority.

HON J BOSSANO:

The point that I am making is that whether he cannot answer or
make himself responsible for the statement of other authorities,
if that authority is a statement in the House of Commons and if
he is the Financial and Development Secretary of Gibraltar and
if that statement appears to have serious implications for trade
in Gibraltar and for Government revenue, does he not then
consider in the background of all the points that I have made
that the implications of the statement about normalising trade
between Gibraltar and Spain appear to be, in principle, in
contradiction with the reality of ar present relationship with
the EEC where we are treated as part of the external world for
trade purposes, that is, goods with Gibraltzr origin are no

. different from an EEC point of view from goods with a Hong Kong
origin, am I correct or not?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I couldn't answer that because I do not know enough about the
Hong Kong situation.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, then how can the Fihancial‘and Development Secretary
look to a situdation on normalising the frontier as a possible way
out of the present economic cr131s if he doesn't know what the

effects are?
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MR SPEAKER:

With respect to the Hon the Leader of the Opposition, we are now
expanding the orbit of the question. We are not going to discuss
~all the consequences of the normalisation.of the frontier under

the guise of a question on the liability to VAT on goods exported
from Gilbraltar.
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26.6.84
NO. L3 OF 198L ORAL
THE HON M A FEETHAM

Mr Speaker, can Government make a statement clarifying what
are the legal rights of civilians as regards access to
Western Beach? .

ANSWER

THE FON THZ ATTORNEY GENFRAL

Mr Speaker, Western Beach is not Prohibited Crown Land within
the Prohibited Crown Lands Notice and consequently it is not
a criminal offence to enter upon Western Beach. The land
surrounding Vestern Beach is Prohibited Crown Lamd and-
consequently ordinary members of the public have no access to
- Western Beach by land. In order to gain access to Western
Beach, of course, access has to be from the sea. Access to
Western Beach and tc all other beaches in Gibraltar, Mr
Speaker, in a mechanically propelled pleasure boat is subject
lto§restrictions cantained -in the Seaside Pleasure Boats Rules,
1981. . . = o7

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTICN NO, L3 OF 1984
HON M A FEETHAM:

Having therefore clarified quite clearly the position of
civilians as regerds access to Western Beach from tle sea,

‘has Government made any representations to point out to the
RAF that the barrier that they are constructing which prevents
effectively civilians from approaching Western Beach by sea is,
in.fact, against the law?

HON- ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, representations have been made to the RAF and I
understand that there has been a rather helpful discussion
between the RAF authorities and representatives of the civilian
people involved, I believe it is the Montague Boat Owners
Association. I don't know what the outcome of these discussions
have been but apparently they have got some sort of accommodation.
I think the RAF are fully sware of the position of this fence

that has been built on the landward barge and, as 1 say, helpful
discussions have taken place. .

HON M A FEETHAM:
Does Government accept that in a case of fencing in or but'of
people by a third party which has no right to do so there 1s

no question of discussion or otherwise, the question is that
they should not be doing it and it should be removed forthwithe.
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I don't think that is really so Mr Speaker, if people want to
build a fence they can build a fence and ifthey are given
property on which to build a fence they 'can do it. It is on
8 barge, on the landward barge, it is not going into the sesa.
It is an extension of a fence that existed there and you have
got this landward barge which is owned by a private company
and there must have been some agreement between the RAF and
the private company for this fence to be extended onto this
barge, -

HON M A FESTHAM:

Is it conducive to good relations between civilians and Ministry
of Defence to allow that to happen and would it not be far more
discreet to have made representations that that will not be
conducive to good relations and could you give an assurance to
the House that in fact it will be pointed out to the RAF
personnel that to prevent anybody from approaching the beach

by. sea 1s in fact not their prerogative to do so and that
people have got every right to do so providing that the person
approaching the beach by the sea is not breaking the law,
whatever the requirements are about pleasure boats etc,

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I think these representations have already been made by myself
to the Air Commander.

HON M A FEETHAM:
Well, can you tell us what has been the reply?
HON- ATTORNEY ~GENERAL:

The Air Commander is fully aware of what the position is about
the approach of boats from the sea. He has been given a copy
of Seaside Pleasure Boat Rules and, indeed, we issued a press
release sometime last week as to what the responsibilities
were under those Rules. Insofar as the fence is concermed, 1
can express my personal views and probably the views of the
Government to the Air Commander but- if he wants to build this
fence on the barge he is free to build his fence on the barge
whatever we may think about it.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Under the terms, presumably, of the lease that Blands has with
Government, there must be some arrangement between Blands and
Government when they originally were able to obtain that area.
Is there any clause there which states, for example, that
Blands must seek permission from Government to allow a third
party to build a fence to prevent people from sccess to an.area
which they are legally entitled to have access to.
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I don't know what the terms of the agreement with Blands and
Government are but I should not imagine it has got a clause
in to the effect that "thou shall not build a fence or allow
anybody else to do so"., I don't know the terms of the
agreement .

HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the NMember say whether the Government are in fsct in
agreement with this or not because I think it is a matter of
public interest. We are not trying to create an anti-RAP
situation, we just want to clarify so that at least the RAFR
know the feelings of both sides of the House on this matter.

HON ATTORNEY-GENZRAL:

I think they are aware of our feelings as to this fence because
it is this fence which is, of course, the problem ard I don't
think Government does approve of the building of this fence on
this barge. But I cannot sitop people. If the RAF want to
build a fence on the barge they can build a fence whatever our
feelings may be and our feelings, I think, are rather strong.

HON J BOSSANO:

Can I ask the Attorney-General to confirm, if I have understood
" him correctly, that in fact the beach itself is not Ministry of
. Defence property, only the camp adjoining the beach.

HON ATTORNEY-GENSRAL:

The beach is not Ministry of Defence property within the
Prohibited Crown Lands Notice. The actual Prohibited Crown
Lands are the Airfield, the Tarmac, the Hangers and ancillary
buildings. The prohibited area starts, if you go to the beach,
there is a low wall and there are three notices, the usual
Prohibited Crown Lands notices on the beach side relating vo
the Prohibited Crown Lands on the landward side of this low
wall. The beach is not Prohibited Crown Land, it is not an
offence to go on that beach.

HON J BOSSANO:

And therefore if natives somehow managed to park themselves on
the beach irrespective of the fact that there is a fence,
whatever means of approach they adopt provided it is from the
seaward side, there is nothing the RAF can do to get them to
leave, is that correct?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
Yes, there is nothing the RAF can do to get them to leave even
if they break the' Seaside Pleasure Boats Rules and approach.

The police will certainly report them and they commit an.offence
under those Rules but their entry onto the beach is not illegal.
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HON J BOSSANO:

If there was a flotilla of rowing boats, for example, arriving
on the beach, the RAF have to learn to live with that.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Not unless it looked like an invasion.

HON ATTORNEY~-GENSRAL:

On that point, we must remember that the RAF do have security,
it is an RAF base. The RAF are concerned not so much as to
exclude the natives, as Mr Bossano puts it, but to make sure
that other people, and I am not talking abcut non-Gibraltarians
but foreign people do not arrive on this béach.

MR SPEAKZER:

Next question.
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26,.6.84
NO.. 4l OF 198L ORAL
THE _HON J L BALDACHINO

Mr Speaker, can Government state when the new Landlord and Tenant
Ordinasnce will be coming into effect?

ANSWER

THE FON THS CEIZF MINISTER

The first requisite is the appointment of a Rent Assessor and this
has now been done.

There is a considerable amount of administrative work to be done
before the Ordinance can come "into operation.

On present information early Autumn 1s emerglrg as the likely date
for implementation.
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26.6.84
NO.. L5 OF 198L ' ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO |

Is Government now satisfied that the allegations made against an
officer of the Customs Department in relation to certain 1nc1dents
in Spain last December, are without foundation?

ANS‘mR
THA HON THZ ATTOINIY-GEN=ZRAL

The allegation came from'Spain and those making the allegétion
Wwere unable to prove the involvement of the Customs Officer in
any illegality.

When this information was received, Mr Speaker, the officer in
question was allowed to resume his full duties in the Branch in
which he was employed.

SUPPLENSNTARY . TO QUESTION NO. L5 OF 1984
- HON J BOSSANO:
Ané i:s the Government, if I can return to the guestion I put in

the Order Paper, as a result now -satisfied that the allegations
against the officer are without foundatlon, ‘or is 1t not satisfied?

\
"HON ATTORY Y—GENERAL

The authority making the allegation was unable to prove the allegé—
tion, therefore the furthest I would go is not proven.

HON J- BOSSANO:

So the Government in a situation where it has reason to doubt the
integrity of an officer in a key position, is prepared ... « « o

MR SPEAKER:

No, i do not think that has been even insinuated.

" HON J BOSSANO: .

Well, isn't it the case, Mr Speaker, that the Hon and Learned
Attorney-General has said that there were allegations made, that
the allegations have not been proven and that subsequent to thelr

not being proven, he has been allowed to resume his duties, isn't
that what the Hon Member has sald?

MR SPHZAKER:

Yes, that is correct.
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HON J BOSSANO:

And, therefore, doesn't it follow that the Government removed him
from hls duties because of the original allegations and has
allowed him to resume his duties even though it 1s not satisfied
that they are without foundation?

MR SPEAKZER:

Government have not insinuated that they were without or with
foundation. They are saying that certain circumstances took place
outside Gibraltar, Government have taken steps, those investiga-
tions have finished and now he has been reinstated.

HON J "BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, does the Government not realise that that is not
sufficient from the point of view of the individual concerned who
requires and who wants the Government to take whatever steps are
necessary to satisfy themselves fully that there wasno foundation
in these allegations? It isn't enough to leave a question mark,

HON ATTORNZY-GENZERAL: -

If you make an allegation you have to prove it though it is
.difficult to proves I am not saying and I cannot say, Mr Speaker,.
that the zllegation was without foundation. All I am saying is
that the allegation is not proven, Mr Speaker.

HON J BOSSANO: .
Mr Speaker, isn't- the Hon Attorney-General then concerned himself
that he should take whatever steps are necessary not simply to
establish that it is not proven but to establish that it isn't
true? How can it be enougch for him that it isn't proven?

HON ATTORNEY-GENZRAL:

And the officer in guestion, perhaps, hls legal representetive

must also try and clear his own client's name and try to show to
the Government that the allegation has no foundation. I will go .
as far as what has been informed by the authorities - insufficlent
evidence to prove, not proven. If the officer in question wishes
to prove that the charges were without foundation, let him try and
produce the evidence to me ancd to the Government that those charges
were without foundation because at the momént all I am prepared to
do is to say that the charges were not proven.

HON J BOSSANO:

| .
Mr Speaker, it is no reply for the Government to tell the Opposition
that the officer himself ought to do something or not do something.
The officer is not sitting on that side of the Eouse. I am asking
the Government and the position of the Government 1s that they are
not prepared to do it. That is the answer. :

MR SPEAKER:

Next question. 42



26.6.8
NO. L6 OF 1984 ORAL
THE HON R MOR

Mr Speaker, can Government state why the sum of £20,200 is required
‘under subhead 8, Head 3, for the current financial year?

ANSWER
THX HON THE MINISTER FOR WDUCATION SPORT AND POSTAL SERVICES

Mr Speaker, the sum of £20,200 is the total approved 1984/85
Estimate of Expenditure under subhead 8 and is required for the
nrovision of free refreshments to puDllS in Pirst and Handicapped
Schools.

£10,000 is earmarked for the provision of milk to First School
children. £10,200 is the cost of providing midday meals for the
students attendlng St Martin's Special School and St Bernadette S
Occupational Therapy Centre.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. '46 OF 1984

HON R MOR: B

Mr Speaker, on the reallocation of the funds, £3,000 ocut of this
subhead has been transferred to subhead 21 which is a contribution
‘towards the extension of  the dining-room facilities in St Martin's
school., My question is, Mr Speaker, does it mean that when Nr
Julio Pons wrote to the press expressing his delight that at long
last his dream had come true, that it wasn't ‘really that his dream
had come true but that the Government was giving less milk to the
handicapped? :

HON G MASCARENHAS:

No, Mr Speaker, what occurred was that we had £3,000 left over from
that vote and that was the money glven to them last year.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, if they had £3,000 left over from the £18,700 what
happened, is it that prices have gone up or are there more people .’
involved or what? : .

HON G MASCARENHAS: ' ' 1

The estimate for the provision of First School milk is calculated

using fomula inclusive of the number of school days per academic
year, the estimated number of children at the rate of one litre
bottle of milk. On average about 50%, of First School pupils
consume the milk provided, therefore the estimate is based on
known current consumption but there is no way we can tell at the
end of the year whether they will consume the .50%. We could have
a decrease of L45% consumed or even 35% and if we have more
consumption than we have at present:.we conld find ourselves
having to come for supplementaries. ' i
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HON J BOSSANO:
- But in fact the amount voted is an increase on the amount voted

last year out of which they removed £3 000 by a reallocation, is
that the case or not?%

HON G MASCARENHAS:

That was a saving, Mr Speaker.

HON J BOSSANO:

In fact, then, the final figure for 1983/8L eventually when it
appears will show £15,000, am I correct?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Yes, Mr Speaker,

HON J BOCSSANO:

“.And therefore we are talking about an estimated cost in the

current year which will be 33% higher than the actual cost in
the last twelve months. Am I correct or not?

‘HON G MASCARENHAS‘

If all the children take the milk as. we are ezpectum;they w111
that is the answer.

HON J BOSSANO:

So the answer then was that last year there was less consumption
that the Government thought there would be.

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Yese.

44



26.6.84
NO. L7 OF 1984 : ORAL
THE HON R MOR

Mr Speaker, can Government state when the Ministry of Defence will
be handing over the Gibraltar and Dockyard Technical College and
can they also say what price the MOD is asking for the building
and equipment therein?

ANSWER .
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, SPORT AND POSTAL S3IRVICES

Mr Speaker, Government is not yet in a position to state the agreed
value for the transfer of the Gibraltar and Dockyard Technical
College.

The question of compensation for MOD surplus buildings is now
regulated by the 1983 Lands Memorandum which provides the basis for
valuation of buildings under 60 years.

It will be appreciated that slthough the Department has an interest

in the transfer of the Collegé, it .is not directly 1nvolved in
. these negotiations. -

 SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. L7 OF 198L

HON R MOR: N o
Mr Speaker, daes the Government agree that the matter of the

release of the College by the KOD has now been going on for
several years and needs to be .solved as soon as possible?

HON G MASCARENHAS:
I am advised that both Gibraltar Government and ¥OD valuers have

completed their respective calculations and these will now be
considered by Council of Ministers.

HON R MOR:
Mr Speaker, will Government be taking over, I think it is about

two MOD employees, who are office employees who. are presently
working at the MOD?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

I am afraid I do not know, it Goes not arise from this guestion.

»

- HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member has, in fact, not answered the second
part of the question about what is the price the MOD is asking.

Is it that they are not asking for something or is it that he does
not want to tell us or is it that he does not know?
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HON G MASCARENHAS:

The valuation has got to be considered by Council,

HON J BOSSANO:
Yes, I know, but is in fact the MOD asking for a particular sum

of money or is it not asking for a particular sum of money and
therefore what we want to know is what they are asking?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

X am not in a position to give you that information yet.

BEON J BOSSANO:

Is it that the Hon Member does not know or thét he does not want
to make it public? '

EON G MASCARENHAS:

"I do not want to make it public at this stages

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, will the Hon Member let us know by writing to us?

-l

BEON G MASCARZNHAS:

Of course I will.
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26.6,.8L
NO., L8 OF 1984 ORAL
THE HON MISS M I MONTSGRIFFO

Can Government state whether the £5,000 they intend to provide for
GASA in the current financial year is their first contribution
towards the. structure of the swimming-pool, which 1is estimated to
cost between £150,000-£200,0007%

ANSWER

THE HON THE MIKISTER FOR SZDUCATION, SPORT AND POSTAL SERVICES

Mr Speaker, the sum of £5,000 provided in this year's estimates is
not the first contribution but a further contribution by Government
towards the bullding of a swimming-pool.

SUPPLENENTARY TO QUESTION NO, L8 OF 198L

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:

Well, Mr Speaker, since two elections ago the CGovernment is committed
. to building the structure of the pool. This year their election
manifesto reiterated that commitment. Is the Kinister now saying
that they intend to build a pool in thirty or forty year's time
considering that they have given £5,000 to GASA in one financial
year? ) . .

HAN G MASCARENHAS:

Given the present economic climate,. it is impossible for Government
to commit funds for the construction of a swimming-pool but in the
meantime and in kXeeping with our stated policy, we shall continue
to assist GASA in every way we can. Government is fully aware of
the great effort and hard work that GASA members themselves are
putting in towards the building of the pool. We are also aware of
our commitment to build the swimming-pool but we have to face the
harsh economic realities of the day.

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:

Mr Speaker, how is it possible that GASA should get £5,000 out of
the PWD Maintenance vote when £700,000. was voted in the House of
Assembly for the maintenance of Government buildings? Is it not
against the Public Finance (Control and Audit) Ordinance that money
voted for one purpose should be used for another?

HON G MASCARENHAS:
Mr Speaker, I remember very correctly that at the Committee Stage

of the Budget Session you asked that and an explanation was given
to you. 4

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:
Mr Speaker, is it not against the Ordinance in question? Can the

Minister say, for example, how the construction of a swimming-pool
forms part of the maintenance of Government buildings?
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HON G MASCARENHAS:

Mr Speaker, I remember you asked exactly the same thing and we
gave the explanation. I had madé an arrangement with the Public
Works, no money had been voted this year because we felt we could
not earmark any money but considering the commitment that we had
in our 1980 and 198L election manifestos we felt that some
contribution had to be made this year and the only way that we
gould arrange it was to get it out of that Fund which is sub-
ead 2.

MR SPEAKER:

What you are being asked is whether it is contrary to the Public
Finance (Control and Audit) Ordinance. : -

HON G MASCARENHAS:

I am. not aware of that,.

MR SP=AKER: .

There has been a virement from the Public Works Department vote
for the repairs and maintenance of properties to give a contri-
-bution of £5,000 to GASA for the building of this swimming-pool,
not specifically for the building of a.swimming-pool but for
‘works that are being carried out in respect of the swimming-pool,
Is that against the Public Finance (Control and Audit) Ordinance?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Normally virements between subheads are not contrary to the Finance
Ordinance, Mr Speaker, normally, but there are certalin circum-
stances, I think if it was a virement from personnel to non-
personnel or vice versa it would be a different matter.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, as I understand it, in fact, there has not been a
virement and if there had been a virement it would be from the
Public Works Annually Recurrent Head to something else because
we are talking about a subhead in the Head of Public Works.
What we are saying is the subhead in question is maintenance of
Government properties. Is it not the case that money from that
sum allocated by this House can only be used for maintenance of
Government properties and how is it possible for the Government
within the constraints imposed on it by the Public Finance
(Control and Audit) Ordinance" to use part of that money for any-
thing other than maintenance of Government properties?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I will have to have details which I regret that because my mind
was on something else I did not qulte grasp and I can only offer
to look into it. :
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HON J BOSSANO:

Let me be clear, let me Just make it clear what it is that we are
asking the Government. We are talking about Head 20, subhead 2 -
Maintenance of Offices and Buildings.s The House has voted in the
currect 198L/85 Estimates that £700,000 should be spent by the
Government in maintaining these offices and buildings other than
Housing. We are told that out of that, £5,000 is to be made avail-
able to GASA to assist them in- the building of a swimming-pool.

We want to know whether this 1s contrary to the limitations put on
Government expenditure by the Public Finance (Control and Audit)
Ordinance or not?

MR SPEAKER:

We will leave it at that, next questioh.

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, if I may on the same guestion, coming back to the actual
question, not to the estimates. The Hon Minister for .Sport and

- BEducation said that it is not "the first contribution that they have
made, am 1 correct? How much has been contributed by the Government
towards the pool? . - :

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Mr Speaker, what I understand by a contribution is not whether money
is involved. What I mean by contribution is helping them to start
off the swimming-pool in terms of throwing spoil into the area, etc.

-

HON J E PILCHER:

Taking into account the Minister's own words of the economic
restraints. I am trying to balance that up with their election
manifesto. Can he give us more or less a rough guess as to when
the swimming-pool will be ready? _

MR SPEAKZR:

‘No, next question.

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:

Can I ask one question relating to my origingl one? Can the
liinister confirm whether the £5,000 is going to. be given to GASA
as cash or as value of materials? .

HON G MASCARENHAS: ,

Mr Spezker, it will not be cash, we are supplying cement and any
facilities that they require that we can recognise as being towards
the construction of a swimming-pool. -In other words, what I
envisage is. that eventually the pool will be finished. If next
year the financial situation is better and we h?ve money avallable
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to construct the pool, we shall do so. This year it is impossible
and rather than leave them without anything, I think the £5,000
contribution to do something is better than nothing.

HON FINANCIAL AND DSVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

In the interests of providing information where it can be provided
on the spot, Mr Speaker. Now that I have heard the Hon Leader of
the Opposition's question, he has been kind enough to spell it out
to me, I can say that virements between one subhead and another in
the terms he suggested is quite normal provided they are approved
by Ministers.

HON J BOSSAWO:

I welcime that answer because it shows that the Hon Financial and
Development Secretary has not urnderstood what I have said. There
is no question of virement, unless he knows something that we
don't, but we have not been told that he has made a virement but
in any case, as I understand the virement, it would be within
that particular Head, that is, he could vire presumably part of

. the money from subhead L4 which is the Maintenance of Government
Buildings, to another subhead.-within the same Head. What we are
being told is that part of the materials that are being voted for
the Maintenance of Government Offices and Buildings are going to
be given to GASA to help them in building a swimming-pool. Is
that permissible, because presumably if that is permissible then
the rest of the materials of the £700,0C0 can still be voted here
for the Maintenance of Government Buildings but can be
discretionarily made available to anybody for building anything
else. ’

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SZCRETARY:

But as- I understand it it is still within Head 20.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The expenditure is on what is possibly quasi Government property
because the property is not owned by GASA it is only leased to

GASA from Government. The actual expenditure that has taken place
in the past was on what was known as- thé Tarik Baths and the money
that was given to GASA was.in the form of materials so that they
could improve it. Should that revert back to Government at any

time that GASA were to give it up, then Government has intrinsically
had the benefit of that money coming back to them and the £5,000
will be spent on the area around GASA which, again, is Government
land, in principle.
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HON J BOSSANOQ:

Mr Speaker, we are not questioning the desirability of making
funds available for the making of the swimming-pool, what we
are questioning is whether this is legally within the require-
ments of the Ordinance. We may find that when the Auditor does
his report in a year's time that it isn't but we are raising
the question now and we would like the Government, if they have
not thought of it, to give us an answer when they have looked
at-it.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.

51




26.6.84
NO. L9 OF 198L . ORAL
THE HON J C PEREZ

Has Government completed the study of the finances of the Telephone
Service Fund?

ANSWER

THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SZRVICES

No, Sir., The Government has not yet completed the study.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 49 OF 1984

HON J C PEREZ:

Can the Hon Member state when he expects the study to be ready and
why is it taking so long to complete? '

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, the position is that I only recently took over
responsibility for the Telephone Department. I can confirm that
all the ground work has already been done by both the Treasury
and the Telephone Department and they have submitted a draft
paper for my consideration and subseguently to transmit whatever
I decide on the proposals to put forward to Council of Ministers
for Government to take a policy decision on the. matter. At the
moment I have not yet completed the study.
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. 26.6.8Y
. NO. 50 OF 198l ~ ORAL
THE HON J C PEREZ

Can Government confirm that interruptions to the electricity supply
recently experienced arise from the type of equipment installed at
the Waterport Power Station and as such will be a permanent feature
of the electricity service in Gibraltar?

ANSWER
THE HON TH= MINISTZR FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Mr Speaker, the recent interruptions to the electricity supply have
been mainly caused by minor faults experienced mostly in the
ancillary equipment of the engines, causing them to trip automatic-
ally. The tripping mechanism which is specifically designed to
prevent any damage occurring to the engines is extremely sensitive
in ;the new engines at Viaterport and responds immediately without
giving sufficient time for the starting of another engine. The
Electricity Department is dev181ng a falling frequency protectlon
scheme, which will operate in-King's Bastion in order to minimise
the effects when engines trip. In this connection it :may be

" necessary to purposely trip the engines causing failure in the
power supply to test the’ equipment. Adequate advance notice of’
time and dates will of course” be given.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUSSTION NO. 50 OF 198L
HON J G PEREZ:" '

FPirst of all, Mr Speaker, the Hon Member has not answered whether
this is going to continue on a permanent basis since it was
revealed during the Budget that it is a long-term intention of the
Government to close down King's Bastion and stay with the new
Generating Station. As I understand it, Mr Speaker, the new
generators at the Station, there is no way in which people working
at the Station can know when the electricity is golng to be shut
because it has got an in-built mechanism that when the machine
overheats it just shuts down automatically and at night, when
there is one engine only, the only way that they know there is
going to be a power cut is when the power cut actually occurs at
the Station. What I am asking the Minister is whether that is
going to be a permanent feature of the electricity supply and, if
not, what is the Government going to do about it?

HON J B PEREZ:

L am saying the Electricity Department are dev1s1ng a falllng
frequency protectlon scheme which will operate in King's Bastion
in order to minimise the effects when engines trip. In this
connection it may be necessary to purposely trip them so what I
am saying is that we are devising a system which when an engine
overloads and before it trips, before that particular engine
trips, the feeders of particular districts will be taken off sgo
automatically we will have time to start another engine but
perhaps-'I am not making myself clear.

.53



/.
MR SPEAKER:

The answer then 1s that it‘will not be a permanent feature.

HON J B PEREZ:

As I say, if this particular device works, then it should not be
a permanent feature but until we have actually tried the device
that has been set up by the Department we do not know. The
problem is that when the engines trip we have not got sufficient
time with the new engines to start up another one.

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, if I may, let me just clarify this point. " What we
are being told is that the Department is trying . . ... .

!

MR SPEAKER:

What you are being told is that a precautionary system is being.
undertaken to prevent this and& that this will not be & permanent
feature.

o

HON J C PEREZ:

‘Could I ask the Hon Member if they are not successful in coming
up with this dGevice, will it then be proved that the cuts will
be a permanent feature of our electricity supply?

HON J B PEREZ:

No, Mr Speaker, the position is that the device has already been
set up. We have already prepared to start testing this week and
this is why I have said that it will require the Department to
purposely cause the engines to trip and cause some power cuts
but we will give advance notice. The system has already been
devised, all we need is to try it out.
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26,.6.84
NO. 51 OF 1984 ORAL
THE HON H A FEETHAM

Will Government state whether ODA has approved funds for the pur-
chase of the third generating set at the Waterport Power Station?

ANSWER
THS HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPATL SERVICES

Mr Speaker, I am grateful to the Hon Member for this question as
it gives me the opportunity to inform the House that the ODA has
approved funds within the last week for the purchase of a third
generating set for Waterport Power Station amounting to £3,035,000.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUISTION NO., 51 OF 198L

HON M A PEETHAM:
Mr Speaker, this has obviously been paid for from the £13m 1981/86

ODA. - Can the Member then state how much is left over and has it
been allocated yet? ‘

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
If the Hon Member means how much is léft of ‘the £13m, I think that
'is an elastic figure because it depends on what the contract for

the third generating set amounts to. Sums have been allocated but
that is not the tender price. '

HON M A FEETHAM:

ir Speaxer, can the Member then state how much is uncommitted at
the moment”

HON EINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMERT SECRETARY:

I think it is in the order of £Lm, roughly speaking.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Will this require furtherigpproval from the ODA to allocate?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVZLOPMENT SECRETARY:
Yes, the ODA normally insist on being presented with specific

projects which they can identify for Whlch they are prepared to
give funds.’

HON M A FEETHAM:

Wwill the Hon Member then state if Government have got anything in
mind for allocating this?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SEC ETARY @

I think this anticipates somethlng which the Hon the Chief Minister
will be saylng in answer to subggquent questions,



26.6.8L
NO. 52 OF 198L . ORAL
THE HON M A FEETHAM

Does the Government know how many people working in Gibraltar and
residing in Spain cross the frontier daily? ’

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

NO’ Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO,., 52 OF 1984

HON M A FEETHAM:

irfSpeaker, is it the Department's intention to monitor this?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

" Mr Speaker, the Government may have to consider ways and means of
determining the number of frontier workers. This will be looked
into and it will not matter whether they are Gibraltarians, UK,
EEC Nationals or any other nationality.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Mr Spesker, I am not trying to differentiate because the gquestion
would have stated that, but in view of the present discussions
going on in relation to the EEC entry, is it not essential that
Government should by now have set up machinery to monitor this
and get the information necessary so that we are in a better
position to be discussing this elsewhere, as the Hon Chief
Minister is fully aware?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Yes, Mr Speaker, I agree to some extent with the Hon Gentleman but
let me add that the only information available to the Department
on addresses of persons working in Gibraltar is either on their
insurance records or on their labour records of those non-EEC
nationals who are issued with work permits. The information on
the insurance records is generally outdated if there has been a
change of address. liost of the non-EEC nationals who have work
permits reside in Gibraltar and do not cross the frontier.

»

HON M A FEETHAM:

Is the Minister aware or has he got any information as regards the
number who are non-EEC who have not got work permits who are 1n
fact working in Gibraltar? Is Government monitoring that at all?

- 56.



/.
HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, though the question does not arise out of this
question let me assure the Hon Member that the Department is
always on the lookout for people who are working in Gibraltar
without permits and not only without permits but without social
insurance cards and though we are aware we are also glad for
eny help that any member of the public may like to bring to our
notice of any infringement of the law.

HON M A FSETHAM:

Is the Minister assuring the House that he will be informing us
on the arrangements or the system which he is going to implement
as regards monitoring workers working in Gibraltar but residing
in Spain? :

i
HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, the system is a complex one because, as I mentioned,
some of the non-EEC nationals may be residing in Gibreltar any-

" way so we cannot monitor this but I give you my assurance that I
shall look into it and I shall be able to report back to you as

soon as possible.
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26.6,8L
NO. 53 OF 1984 ORAL
TH: HON J C PEREZ

Can Government explain why there is a 1limit to the amount of social
insurance stamps that can be purchased at the Post Office on a
single occasion?

ANSWER

THE HON THS MINISTER FOR ZDUCATION, SPORT AND POSTAL SERVICES

There is a 1limit of £100 in the value of social insurance stamps
which may be purchased from the general counters at the main Post
Office and at district Post Offices at any one time. A service is
provided from the Philatelic Sales uounter to supply any amount
over 100 on 2L hours' notice. .
The reasons for this procedure are:

(a) it eases the flow at the public counters;

(b) it relieves somewhat- the préssures on staff;

(c¢) in the interests of security.

SUPPLININTARY TO QUESTION NO..Aﬁi or 19&Q

'HON J C PEREZ:

Will Government, so as not to inconvenience lsrge firms with delays,
be prepared to accept that the social insurance of employees be paid
direct to the Labour Department without acquiring the stamps, by
means of a cheque?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Mr Spesker, I am aware that there is machinery two months after the
end of the year whereby people in arrears can settle their out-
standing sums, they can purchase them. The Post Office, as far as
we are concerned, provides a service for the Labour and Social
Security Department for nothing and at the end of February we
return g1l stamps to the Labour and Social Security Department.

~

HON J C PEREZ: .
Since the insurance stamps have gone up, will the Government at

least consider increasing the limit from £100 to perhaps the same
percentage as the increase in the insurance stamps?

RS

HON G MASCARENHAS:
No, Sir.

HON J C PEREZ:
Why not? -
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HON G NMASCARENHAS :

Because the system has been working well since 1982 and I see no
reason to change this.

HON J C PEREZ:

It has been working well since 1982 but from complaints that I
have received it seems that people are not satisfied now with
the service they are receiving. Is Government prepared to
consider raising the 1limit of £100, that is all I am saying?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Mr Speaker, I have had no complaints, absolutely none, neither
myself as Minister or the Director of Postal Services. The
system is working very well. ]

HON J BOSSANO:

The Minister does not understand that every year people will be
" buying less and less stamps for £100, he knows that, and he
thinks that that is quite a good way to do it. ZEventually,
presumably, people will buy one stamp for £100.

M% SPEAKER:

Next question,
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NO. 54 OF 1984 - ORAL
THE HON R MOR

Can Government state what procedure is followed to determine the
award of supplementary benefits?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR IABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Applicants for supplementary benefits are required to declare their
current earnings, any other income and capital assets. Details of
Tamily composition are also required. .The award of benefits is
based on this information and the Department has a visiting officer
who vislts households of applicants as and when required.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 54 OF 198L

HON R MOR:

Mr Speaker, since it would appear that these are cases which are
means tested cases, would the Government agree that persons in .
overcrowded conditions would be, even though they may:be worse off
financially, still be prejudiced by the way Government looks at
the claims?

HON DR R G VAIARINO:

Mr Speaker, I feel that the Hon Member may have got it a little
bit wrong. In fact, he asked about the procedure and not about
the criteria, and he is now asking about the criteria. The
criteria is rather complicated and it would take & long time to
be able to debate it in the House and, in fact, I would invite
the Hon Member to visit the Department with myself and we can
talk about this and about any other matters to his satisfaction
and give him full ‘details of the criteria involved. I think this
will be the simple answer and it will save the Eouse time,
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| 26.6. 8l
NO. 55 OF 198L . ORAL
THE HON R MOR

Can Government say when they intend to proceed with their commit-
ment to introduce a credit system for unemployed persons over 60
as regards social insurance contributions?

ANSWER

THS HON THS MINISTER FOR TLABOUR AND SOCTAL SECURITY

I have given notice to Mr Speaker that I will be making a statement
on this subject, which I will do at a later stage in the proceedings.
Let me say that the Hon Member will be entitled to ask any questions
after the statement.
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. 26.6.8L
NO. 56 OF 198L . ORAL
THE HON R NOR

How far has Government gone into the -implementation of the proposals
to deal with the issue of employment and retirement as outlined in
answer to Question No. 11 of 19847%

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR IABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

The proposals outlined by my predecessor which related to the
Government service, ie the retirement of Government employees over
the retirement age in order to make way for school leavers and
others without Jjobs and the encouragement of those employees who
are conditioned to voluntary retirement before the agé¢ of 60 to do-
so, are linked to the introduction by the Government of a Unified
Pension Scheme. Proposals on this are now being finalised and will
shortly be put to the unions for their consideration.

_The -proposal for the move towards the payment of a retirement pension
rather than an old age pension as at present in order to discourage
persons over the age of 65 from staying in employment or seekirng re-
employment, will be dealt with in the context of the annual review

of Social Security benefits which will be carried out later on in
the year. IR

I will be making a statement at a later stage of the meeting on the
introduction of Youth Training Schemes which is perhaps the most
important step in the Government's proposed measures to deal with
the problem of unemployment. -
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26.6.8L
I NO, 57 OF 1984 ORAL
THE HON J L BALDACHINO‘

Can Government state how the sum of £900,279 spent up to 31.3.81
on backlog of heavy maintenance has been charged to the Housing
Fund? '

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEAITH AND HOUSING

(In the absence of .
the Hon the Minister for Public Works)

The figure of £900,279 was an estimate (p.100 of 1981/82 Estimates
refers% .

The actual expenditure undef~the Improvement and Development Fund
wasg:

1978/79 - £123,378

1979/80 - £263,989
1980/81 - £376,325
Total (up to 31.3.81) = £763,692 .

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 57 OF 198L

HON J L BATDACHINO:

Is this done on an aﬁortisation policyganﬁkd out in the Budget of
19817 : )

HON ¥ K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir, the amount has been amortised over 22 years. It commenced
in 1978/79 and ends in the year 2000/01. The total amount charged
to the Housing Fund to date stands at £140,091, current repayments
are at the rate of £38,184 per annum, :

HON J L BALDACHINO:

So the amortisation is carried out over a 22-year period and not
over a 60-year period which is the normal thing on the policy on
the Budget of 1981 stated by the then Financial Secretary? There
is a difference in this to what we got in the last Budget where
the pitched roofs of Varyl Begg were amortised over a 60-year
period. Vhy the difference between this and that?

HON M K FEATEZRSTONE:

I think the 60-year amortisation is for new property taking the
whole of its 1life, this was for a backlog of heavy maintenance on
propeérty which was already in a reasonably rundown state and 22
years was considered a reasonable time to amortise 1it.
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" HON J L BALDACHINO:

I understand that, Mr Speaker, but what I am trying to get at is
that I understand that the 60-year period will be the 1life of a
new building but what I am trylng to get at is that there is a
difference between the pitched roofs of Varyl Begg, for example,
which 1s another area, which will now have a life of 60 years.
In other words, what I am trying to say is that the roof will
outlive the building according to the amortisation policy.

Quite a difference between that and this.

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

I really couldn't say, Sir.

HON J BOSSANO:

Coﬁld I ask the Hon Member because, in fact, if I recall the
position at the Budget, the Hon Financial Secretary was defending
the application of the 60 years to everything irrespective of
whether we were talking about modernisation, rehsbilitation or

- what have you. Is this the only exception to the 60 year rule?

' HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY :

Mr Spesker, I do recall the exchanges .l had with the Hon Members
opposite on this particular point and we were, of course, talking
about a specific instance which might vary the general rule of
60 years amortisation as the Hon Nr Baldachino has mentioned.
Here we are talking about another specific instance and I think
the fact that you have two specific instances illustrates the
general rule which I expressed at the time where circumstances
alter cases.

HON J BOSSANO:

But, lr Speaker, if the Hon Member will recall, what he was
defending was that there should.be no exception to the genersal
rule and what I am asking is, 1s this the only exception, yes
or no?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I cannot say whether this is the only exception, obviously, Kr
Speaker, I would have to 1ift up all the exceptions and I
certainly do not have that information.

-4

HON J RBROSSANO:

W

So, in fact, the Hon Financial and Develoﬁment Secretary does not
know at what rate expenclture from Head 101 in the Improvement
and Development Fund 1s charged to the Special Fund for Housing?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I would not accept that.: I think that guestion is like rather
has the Hon Member stopped beating his wife?
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HON J L BALDACHINO:

Do these figures also carry the 3% interest rate like every other
amortisation?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I am afraid I do not know very much about amortisation at all.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, will I then get the answer in writing?

HON M K FEATEZRSTONE:

Weil, I will ask the finance.authorities.
|
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| 96.,6.8Y
NO. 58 OF 1984 - ORAL
THE HON J L BALDACHIKO

Does Government propose to start the external cladding of the Tower
Blocks this summer?® .

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTZR. FOR HSEATTH AND HOUSING

(In the absence of
the Hon the Minister for Public Works)

Yes, Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUZSTION NO. 58 OF 1984

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Will the Government then be spending all the money voted in this
year's estimates? -

"HON M K FEATHERSTONS:

The position, Sir, is that the firm who will do the work has in this
current issue of the Gibraltar Gazette made an application for a
Trading Licence. On the assumption that this is granted rapidly
they should start work in August. It is hoped they will be able to
spend the money allocated in this year's sums.

HON J L BALDACEINO:

Therefore with the work that is going to be carried out in August,
will it be finished before the winter months arrive?

HON M X FEATHERSTONZ:
No, I think if one refers to the estlmates, some money was to be
spent next year. What would be done in this year would be the

£700,000, I believe, was the figure for this year, they will not
complete the work.

HON J L BAIDACHINO:

Will the aluminium windows be installed on fhe balconies as a result

of this money we-‘have voted? ;

HON M K FEATHIRSTONE:

Yese.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

And I take it that this will be amortlsed over a period of sixty
years?
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HON M K FEATHERSTONZ:

I am not at liberty to answer this.

HON J L BAIDACHINO:

~i’lill I then get the answer together with the other answers that
the Minister has promised? :

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir.
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| 26.6.8)
‘NO. 59 OF 1984 ORAL
THE HON J E PILCHER

Can Government state what are its plans for improvements to the

facilities at the air terminal in view of its declared policy to
increase substantially tourist arrivals to Gibraltar and in the

light of the recent experience encountered by delayed passengers
which exposed the limitations of the existing facilities?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM

There are no short term plans for improving facilities at the air
terminal. The areas and seating allocated to passengers are based
on the International Air Transport Associlation Manual on Air
Terminal planning geared to normal regquirements. The-Trecent
experience which the Hon Member refers to was an abnormal situation
resulting from diversions due to climatic conditions at the time,
leading to unexpected congestion. This happened on a Monday when,
under normal circumstances, five flights arrive and aepart within

~ the space of two hours. .

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 59 OF 1984 -~

HON J E PIICHER:

Mr Speaker, I .thank the Minister for that but he is talking about
normal situations. I take it that our airpori is geared to work
the normal situstion that we have at the moment but I am referring
to the declared policy to increase substantially tourist arrivals
and therefore that cannot create an abnormal situation. Has that
been catered for,. because we are talking sbout basic facilities,
the facilities that were seen to be lacking were basic facilities
in sitting capacity, toilet capacity, eating capacity, refresh-
ments, etc.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I can assure the Hon Member that the particular Monday
in question that the Hon Member is referring to was very abnormal. ,
I have times of expected arrival and, in fact, .the actual time of -
arrival and diversions not only emanating from Gibraltar climatic .
conditions but two ailrcraft that were diverted from departure to
Liverpool from Manchester and that was very abnormal but I can
assure the Hon Member that our air terminal is, in fact, geared to
cater for much more than the traffic that we are normally receiving.,
I accept totally that five aircraft within two hours is totally
abnormal to our circumstances and our structure but wherever one
goes in the world if there are delays of incoming flights or out-
going flights there 1s bound to be shortage of seats of which if I
may say, kr Speaker, we are certalnly not short. For instance,

our departure hall has 133 and we know very well that the aircraft
only carries 130 and, in fact, the International Air Transport
Association recommends 68% of passengers to be afforded seating
facilitiess It is assumed that the other 32% are either shopblng
or doing something else, which is -also catered for, that is one

instance. Of course, I think I should also emphasis what has been
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sald here too many times before. Our air terminal in Gibraltar
because of 1ts close proximity to the main town, attracts an
abnormal number of greeters and well wishers much more than one
would have in any other air terminal and it is that, too, that
eontributes substantially to the lack of seating and lack of
toilet facilities. But I teke the point, this was very abnormal
and one point, Mr Speaker, I would like to make is that I was
adelighted to see that for the first time in May this year, when
we recelved the five aircraft within the two-hour arrival and
turn around situation, which means really ten, it was a credit
to the staff of everybody employed at the air ternminal. I
remember GBC was down there and there were no complaints at all.
The air terminal is therefore adequate under normal circumstances.

HON J = PILCHER:

It is adequate under normal circumstances but there are no plans
to expand it in the future.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

- No, Mr Speaker, I would disagree. If we are to expect a vast
number of arrivals then, of course, yes, the air terminal would
be inadeguate. What I would like to see is that if we can put
the hours of the day into absolute proper slots then probably we
could receive ten planes a day if they arrive throughout the
working day. Vhat we cannot expect to have is ten planes in one
hour. We are not geared for that.

HON J ¥ PIICHER:
 HMr Speaker, the Hon lMember is really not answering the guestion.
Ee says there are no plans for improvements and ncw he says there
agre plans for improvements if there is golng to be a boom and we
are going to have planes which can be put in their proper slots.
Is this feasible, are we going to be allowed to put planes in
proper slots? If we are going to have a substantial increase in
tourism will we be allowed to put these planes in their proper
slot or will we get what happened last time ané what happens all
the time that we get all the planes coming in gt the same time
because of their departure time in UK whlch is 8 o'clock in the
rz:o:anllrag‘> '

-~

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, if one is going to receive all ;these planes that one
is howing for, then I think, kr Speaker, one would have to
Improve the facilities, that is long term, and when you are
plamning air terminal I am told that you plan twenty-five years
ahead, that kind of projection. But what I say, kr Speaker, is
that i1If we are going to receive many more aircraft then, hope-
fully, all planes will not be from Gatwick, there are other
airports in UK and for that matter other countries and, therefore,
there could well be a spreading out of aircraft throughout the
day. What one has to realise here is that we have omeworking
hour, I am not saying that people are: kicking their heels, but
one working hour between one and two and then we have no more
alrcraft arriving other than the Tangier plane.
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HON J E PILCHZR:

I take it, Mr Speaker, using the figures quoted this must be the
international standards, 68% of the seating capacity. If we have
130 seats out of 133 seats in the aircraft then we can only handle
one plane at a time, if two planes came at -one time then the 130
would only be 50% of the seating capacity so we could only handle
one plane at a time, so if we handle two planes at a +time it is
an abnormal situation. Am I correct in assuming that?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

No, wrong, I sald the departure hall has 133 seats, people who are
channelled in there normally half an hour, forty-five mlnutes before
the actual plane departs.

HON J E PILCHER:

How many planes can we take at any particular time, taking into
account these international standards?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, we very often accept two aircraft.

M% SPEAKER:

No, how many planes can be accepted at .any given moment, in accord-
ance with the requirements of the International Air Transport
Association? That is what you are being asked.

HON H'd ZAKMITT:

Well, there is no set pattern on how many planes we would accept,
Kr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

With the facilities you have.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

I.would dare say two planes more or less at the same time but I
would not like to be tied down to that figure.

HON J L BRALDACHIKNO: .
It must have happenea on the Monday because that is the day when

we get three planes in., This situation could arise again because
we have three planes coming to Gibraltar on the Monday at intervals.
What happened last time on the Monday was that we had three air-
craft at one time and this could happen again in the future on a
Monday if all_ the planes are delayed.
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HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I think I should give the times to clarify. The
first aircraft should have arrived at 11 o'clock and it was
diverted to Tangier and it arrived at 2.50 pm, it should have
left at 11.45 and it left at 3.30. The second aircraft that
should have arrived at 1l.25 arrived at 2.05, should have left
at 12.25 and left at 3 pm. That one was diverted not at this
end but was one of the two aircraft that were diverted from
fanchester to Liverpool. The other aircraft should have
arrived at noon, it was diverted to Tengier and arrived at
3.05, it should have left at 1 o'clock but left at L.15. The
fourth plane, Mr Sveaker, should have arrived at 12.3C, in
other words, at half hour intervals, it arrived at 3.05, it
should have devarted at 1l.15 and left at 3..5. Again, this
aircraft was diverted to-Liverpool from Manchester because of
fog in Manchester. The last aircraft which was the only one
that really arrived on time was:G3 Airways which should have
arrived at- 1 but arrived at 1l.1l5 direct, should have left at
1.45 but left at 2.07. You can see that that is uncommon in
the sense that we do have climatic conditions here, cross
winds, but this was our weather and UK weather both at the
same time working adversely against us.

MR SPZAKER:
Next question.

\. .

<t
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26.6.84L
NO. 60 OF 1984 ORAL

THE HON J 3% PILCHIR

Has Government decided to implement any of the recommendations in
the Report on Tourism prepared by the Administrative Secretary?

THS HON THE CHIER MINISTEZR

Sir, I have given notice that I intend to make a statement, later in
the proceedings, on the Report on the Tourist Industry which deals
DSrecisely with the subject-matter of the guestion and on which, sas
is normally the case, I am prepared to expand.
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26.6.8L
NO. 61 OF 1984 ORAL

THE HON MISS M I NONTEGRIFFO

Can Government confirm whether nursing qualifications from Spanish
institutions would be co-validated for recognition in Gibraltar,
after Spain's accession to the EEC?

ANSWIER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEATLTHA XD HOUSING

Sir, at this stage it is not possible to give a direct answer to
this question since as far as I am aware this matter is still
subject to negotiations. What can be said is that if the standard
of nuprsing qualifications from Spanish institutions is acceptable
to the EEC then these quallflcatlons would be-acceptable in
Gibraltar. J

SUPPIBKENTARY TO QUISTION WNO. 61 OF 1984

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:

Kr Speaker, does the Government know that Spain is definitely
pressing for their nursing qualifications in the context of the
validity of professional gualifications being recognised throughout
Member States and therefore does the Government not agree that

before this happens we should take.the matter up with the Foreign
Office to protect the position of Gibraltar?

HON M XK FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, that would be acceptable.

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:

¥y Speaker, if the Minister remembers, we had in Gibraltar some time
ago a liiss Briggs who came over to recommend changes so that our
standards of training would be brought up to the level of UK., Our

qualifications would then be recognised in UK without requlrlng a
further period of training there. What has happened since then?

HON ¥ K FEATHZRSTONE : .

I do not see that that question follows directly from this one.

MR SPZAKZR:

Have you got the information?

HOKX M X FEATHEZRSTONE:

I think we are pursuing it, and I think it is going well.

73

——— s



HON J BOSSANO:
Mr Speaker, would he not agree that, in fact, if Gibraltar
qualifications, for example, the Gibraltar Registered Nurse,

is not recognised in UK, it will follow that it cannot be co-
validated for the rest of the Common Market?

HON M K FEATHERSTONZ:

That is correct so once the Gibraltar nurse is acceptable to
.the UK it will be also acceptable to the rest of the EEC.

HON J BOSSANO:

Yes, of course, but can he see how it follows, Mr Speaker, that
if the Spanish qualifications apre co-validated for Gibraltar
and at present the Gibraltar ones are not co-validated for UK,

then it means that other people can move into our nursing
profession and ours cannot move into anybody else's?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
Yes, that is quite understandable; I agree with you.
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26 06.8}4-
NO. 62 OF 1984 ORAL

THE HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFOQ.

Can the Minister for Medical and Health Services say whether he

has now received the report referring to the reprovisioning of
changing-room facilities for nursing staff at St Bernard's Hospital,
which was mentioned in answer to Question No. 67

ANSWER

THE HON TH: MINISTER FOR HEAILTH AND HOUSING

Sir, certain unavoidable delays have been experienced in clearing a
store into which the furniture at present in the lounge of the
Hospital Quarters can be transferred. Nevertheless, being aware of
the need to accelerate the process of providing improved changing-
room facilities, action is currently being taken to move this
furniture elsewhere in the Hospital in order that the projected
move can be made without further delay.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 62 OF 1984

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO: .
Mr Speaker, this question of reprovisioning the changing-rooms is

pending since 1981, Can the Minister, therefore, keep me informed
as and when any progress is made?

HON M X F=ATHERSTONE:

Yes, I shall be happy to let you know as soon as the change comes
off.
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26.6.8L
NO. 63 OF 1984 ORAL

THZ HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFEFQO

Can Government state how much money has been allocated for this
financial year out of the PWD Maintenance Vote for buildings
occupied by the Medical Department?

ANSWER
TH® HON TH= MINISTER FOR HEAITH AND HOUSING

£50,000 have been allocated for this financial year out of the FWD
Maintenance Vote for buildings occupied by the Medical Department.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 63 OF 198L

HON MISS M I MONTHEGRIFFO:

Mr Speaker, is the Minister satisfied that this maintenance money
will meet the needs of the Hospital for the current financial year?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I would say that one 1s never satisfied with the amount one gets.
I have the boot on the other foot at the moment. No, one is never
satisfied but I think it is a reasonably fair proportion. I would
add that one of the things that we do intend to do this year, I
would like to give it g little publicity, is the construction of a
Hospital chapel.
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26.6,84
NO. 6L OF 1984 ORAL
THE HON M A FEETHAM '

Can Government explain the machinkry in Government Service for
appeals against decisions by & Medical Board?

ANSWER
ITHE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

There is no machinery for appeals against the findings of a Medical
Board. ‘Medical Boards consist of a penel of three medical specialists
appointed by the Director of Medical and Health Services and their
recommendations are accepted as final. '

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 6L OF 1984
HON M A FEETHAM:

Mr Speaker, 1ls Government saying that they consider that to be fair
and reasonable, that thelr employees have no recourse to appesl
against the decision of a Medical Board?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

If you have three medical specialists the only appeal would be to
further medical specialists which we would not have available so I
cannot see that, in fact, it is very easy to do. I accept that
some form of appeal would seem to be the hest possible course of
action but it does not seem to be something that is easy to do.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Is the Minister aware that the UK Departments in Gibral tar, who are
employees of the Crown, have the right so why shouldn't the
employees of the Crown employed by the Gibraltar Government have
the same right? .

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Perhaps the Hon Member would be kind enough to enlighten me as to
what rights of appeal the UK Departments have and we could consider
that for Government to follow.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Yes, I will acquaint the Minister. 'I am not quite sure whether the
Minister 1s aware that the questlon as to whether one should have
the right or not have the right in terms of who should mske the
final decision, whether it should be a Medical Board or otherwise,
is actually a falr answer because the Minister is aware that under
the Social Insurance Ordinance you have got a right of appeal to
the Medical Board against the decision of the Medical Board, in a
case of industrial injury, for example. Why cannot the same thing
be adopted by Government?
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"~ HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

"l am willing to look at it, Sir, but I find considerable difficulty
i1f you have got three specialists who on medical grounds have found
something, it is rather hard for a layman to challenge what they
have stated as medlcal yractitioners.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Do I take it that the Minister is accepting the principle of an
appeal by a person who feels aggrieved against the decision of a

Medical Board? I will be quite happy with an answer to that, yes
or no?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

In prlnciple, the idea is acceptable., In practice, I find it very
hard to put into effect but we are w1111ng to look into it to see
if anything can be done.
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26.6.8L
NO. 65 OF 1984 ORAL

THE HON R MOR

What is the number of households which were in receipt of rent
relief during the financial years 1982/83 and 1983/8L and how many
of these correspond to privately owned accommodation?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEAITH AND HOUSING

The number of tenants in reckipt of rent relief during the years in
guestion is as follows:

Calendar Year Government Accommodation Privately owned
accommodation
1982 324 30
1983 3L0 31

1984 335 32
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26.6.8L
NO. 66 OF 198L ORAL

THE HON R MOR

Does Government agree that the provisions of rent relief for tenants
of privately owned accommodation are totally inadequate and need to
be brought into line with those of Government tenants?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEATTH AND HOUSING

No, Sir. All applications are assessed on household income. The
assessment of applications from privately owned accommodation is
dependent on a formula which takes into consideration whether the
rent is inclusive or exclusive of rates, whereas in the case of
Government tenants, the whole rent, inclusive of rates, is taken
into consideration for assessment purposes. Applications from
tenants in newly constructed flats such as at Rosia Dale, Rose
Shrine, St Joseph's, St Jago's and others constructed thereafter,
are at present excluded, other than in the case of bedsitters.
Consideration is being given to whether these estates should also
be included in the scheme, and, if so, to what extent.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 66 OF 1984

HON R MOR:

Mr Speaker, is it then Government's policy to discriminate against
tenants who live in private dwellings?®

Ry

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:
No, Sir.

HON J BOSSANO:

The Minister says that he doesn't accept that tenants in privately
owned accommodation are treated in an inferior way to the ones in
Government. Well, does the Minister not accept that the formula
which he is applying to the private sector does not relate rent
relief to the rent actually being paid but to the rent that would
be payable if the property was a rent controlled property outside
the scope of Section 7(a) of the existing Landlord and Tenant
Ordinance?

HON M K FEATHERSTONS:

This is not the way I have read it, Sir. ‘It is assessed on the
rent that is paid, what is not taken into account is the rates.

HON J BOSSANO:
But is it not the case that the rent that is assessed is the rent

that is established by virtue of the provisions for rent control
properties, I mean, is the Minister not saying that people « « «
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MR SPEAKZR:

Are you suggesting, irrespective of the actual rent being paid?

HON J BOSSANO:

Yes, Sir.

MR SPEAKER:

Could the MNinister confirm this?

HON K X FEATHERSTONE:

If a person is paying a rent that is higher than the provisions

of the rent that is controlled, then he shovld apply automatically
to the Rent Assessor to see that his rent is brought into the
proper channels and into the proper figures that it should be.

HON J BOSSANO:

No, Mr Speaker, because the Hon Member must know that under the
existing Landlord and Tenant Ordinance and under the new Landlord
and Tenant Ordinance there are many ways in which it is possible
to get a property decontrolled and if the property is decontrolled
then there isn't a statutory rent for-it. '

HOH M K FRATHZKSTONE:

The Hon Member might be right; I must confess my lgnocrance on
this point, I am rather new on this, I shall have to look into
it. If he would like to see me afterfards and give me details
I will be havpy to look into it.
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26,.6,.8L
NO. 67 OF 1984 ORAL

THE HON R MOR

Will Government state why rent relief is not applicable to tenants
who have occupied privately owned accommodation after 23 April,
19597

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

Rent relief does not apply to those who became tenants of privately
owned accommodation after the 23 April, 1959, because that was the
specified deadline incorporated in the Ordinance when the Rent
Relief Differentigl Scheme was introduced. This has remained un-
changed since.,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 67 OF 1984

HON R MOR:
Mr Speaker, is Government saying that tenants who are forced to
reside in private accommodation purely because the Government has

falled to provide them with adequate housing, that they are being
penalised for not qualifying for rent relief?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
I am not saying that that is so but, in fact, that is the position.

Perhaps the situation is that we should look into a possible change
of the actual date.

HON R MOR:
Mr Speaker, haven't the Government got its priorities wrong by

placing the place of residence first rather than the economic
situation of the tenant?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

No, I wouldn't think so, Sir.
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26,.6.8L
NO. 68 0 198L ORAL
THE HON J L BALDACHINO

How many Government dwellings declared unfit for human habitation
are still occupied by tenants?

ANSWER -
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

There are at present ten tenants in occupation of dwellings, which
@lthough not actually declared to be unfit for human habitatlon,
would be so declared in the Chief Environmental Health Officer's
opinion by a Court of Summary Jurisdiction.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 68 OF 198L

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister then state if rent is payable on the
same principle as the other dwellings?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I would say, yes, Sir.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, is that because the Landlord and Tenant and Public
Health Ordinance do not apply to the Government that people are
allowed to live in Government flats like' that?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Mr Speaker, the position is that the Government is not bound by the
Ordinance but the Government does respect it and as far as possible
applies it.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, I understand that the Government respects the Ordinance
but they still have ten tenants living in that state. If they pay
the same as any other dwellings, what is the responsibility then:of
the Government towards these tenants in case of accidents occurring
due to the state of the bulldings - and I have seen some of the
buildings?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I am under thg impression that that is really a matter for the Law
Officers to decide.
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HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, it was established in the last session of Questions .
and Answers of this House that these tenants are not given specizl
consideration, they are given only more points and they cannot
take the Government to Court, that is another point. Then how can
the Law Officers decide what 1s payable or not?

MR SPEAKER:

The Law Officers have to decide as to the responsibility of
Government insofar as injuries received as a result of the state
and condition of the premises,

HON J 1L BAIDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, it was established in the last session of Questions
and Answers in this House that these tenants are not givenspecial
consideration, they are only given more points. Can the Minister
then state what is the minimum and maximum points awarded for
people living in these conditions?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I wouldn't say they are not given special consideration if they
are given extra points. I do not know offhand the number of
extra points they are given but if they are given extra points
it does give them some advantage for the poor conditions under
which they are livinge.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, when I said that they are not given special considerz-
tion I was referring to what the previous Housing Minister said in
this House, that they were not givenspecial consideration but they
were given more points. If the Minister were to look at the
Housing Allocation Scheme he will find that these points are given
at the discretion of the Housing Allocation Committee and it is
not just for people living in condemned dwellings, it covers a
wide range of cases. That is so, isn't it?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, that 1s so.

HON J L BAIDACHINO:

Therefore, as I have explained, the guidelines used by the )
Committee is laid down in paragraph 15 of the Housing Allorcation
Scheme. Does the Minister then agree with me that t@ese tenants
are living in conditions which contravene the law and the gnly
thing that is stopping the tenants taking legal action against
the Government is the fact that the law does not gpply to the
Government, therefore, Mr Speaker, does not the Mlnlster.then
agree with me that there should be provision in the Housing
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walting list for people living in condemned dwellings and points
awarded should not be by discretion but by right laid down in the
Scheme with just one set of points, Mr Speaker, because there is
only one category in condemned dwellings - condemned dwellings?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Spesker, if I may help the Hon Member. There is, in fact, a
particular formula in the case of <ondemned dwellings which the
Hon Member might well find in the Scheme. It is allocated by the
Housing Advisory Committee and there is a stipulation, it is hot
at the whim of any individual, there is a formula set down and it
goes on areas, family composition and the like.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, paragraph 15, discretionary provisions, under that it
states: "In special circumstances of any case including a case
where the applicant has been dispossessed « « o « o

MR SPEAKER:

With respect, I think we are talking at cross purposes. That is an
extra allowance. From what you have read it is clear it is an
extra allowance over and above the fact that the applicant may have
had points awarded to him because he is living in unfit accommoda-
tion. What you are reading now is in excess and it is extra to
what we have been discussing.

HON J L BALDACHINO: b

I am trying to get agreement from the Minister that there should be
a special provision for people living in condemned dwellings with
just one point system. No minimum, no maximum, just one set of
points for people living in a condemned dwelling.

MR SPEAKER:

What you have been told is that there is a system whereby people
living in condemned accommodation are awarded a maximum number of
points according to the circumstances, area and the conditions of
the dwellings and such like.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I think the point that we want the Government to respond
to is over and above the normal polntage that is given to a person.
The Minister has said that somebody living in a condemned dwelling,
one of these families, for the purposes of rent pay the same rent as
everybody else and, presumsbly, for the purposes of accommodation,
the adequacy of the accommodation is treated in the same way, that
is, they come and measure the place and you get so many points for
overcrowding whether the place i1s condemned or not condemned and so
forth., Additionally, 1t is possible to give additional discretionary
points on the recommendation of the Advisory Committee. What we are
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saying is would the Minister not consider that the scheme should
provide that there should be a number of additional points given
automatically out of the fact that the place is condemned as
there are additional points if the place is damp?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
The Hon Member i1s suggesting that the number of extra points

should be mandatory. I think that has a certain amount of logile
behind it, I am willing to look at it.
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26.6.8)
NO. 69 OF 198l - ORAL
THZ HON J I BALDACHTIX O

What steps does Government take to ensure that pre-war dwellings
allocated to social cases are fit for human habitation and safe?

ANSWER

THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

Pre-war dwellings are, as a rule, rehabilitated prior to allocation
to social cases, There are instances, however, when such cases
request, as a result of their pressing housing needs to be allocated
specific unoccupied dwellings, as they. stand. lhey then undertake
to carry out necessary repalirs themselves on provision of required-
materials.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 69 OF 198L

BEON J I BALDACHINO:

So, therefore, Mr Speaker, what the Minister is actually saying is
that the Government has no respons1b111ty for the safety of the
dwelling?

HON M K FEATHZRSTONE:

No, I am not gaying that at all. I -am saying that in normal circum-
stances the house is rehabilitated by the Public Vorks Department
before being allocated but where you have a very pressing case, for
example, somebody who is living in a car and who says: "I will take
the place as it stands at the moment without it being rehabilitated
because I prefer at least to live with a roof over my head albeit
the conditions being not as good as one would like and I myself am
willing to do the repairs", then it is often allocated to that
person and the materials are given by Public Viorks to help in the
actual repairs.

HON J L BAIDACHINO:
Therefore, under those circumstances the tenant himself would carry

out the repairs. In other circumstances it would be up to the
Housing Department to carry out the repairs?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes,

N
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20,6.80
NO. 70 OF 198L ORAL
THE HON J_C PEREZ

Can the Minister state when it is intended that the MOT Vehicle
Testing Centre will be fully operational?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

As soon as the necessary legislation is promulgated and the staff
recruited and trained.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 70 OF 1984
HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, does the Minister think that 1t is normal that the
Testing Centre should have been completed so long ago and that it
is still not operational and can he say under what Head in the
Estimates 1s the money for the maintenance of the Testing Centre
going to come out until it is fully operational?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

It is not right to say it 1s not operational because they are testing
at the moment goods vehicles. I am not sure which Head 'the money
referred to comes under but, as I say, the place at the moment is
giving some service and it will give a fuller service, the service
that it was intended to give fully, as the necessary legislation is
promulgated and as the staff is .recruited. It takes a certain time
to recruit and train the staff.

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, is the Hon Member expecting the place to run at a loss
until it is fully operational or will the limited use of the Testing
Centre cover the cost at present without the recrultment of staff
and without the range of services that it 1s intended to give?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Well, if you are putting it on a private basls footing, then 1t would
be running at a loss initially but many businesses do run at a loss
and run at a profit later on. I hope when we do run it at a profit
you do not start saying that we are making absurd profits.

HON J C PEREZ:

Has the Government already taken a decision on what they are going to
charge motorists for the tests involved and could the Hon Member
comnit himself to keep this side of the House informed on income and
expenditure in relation to what is projected?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir, the scale of fees has already been worked out. I will be
happy to give the Hon Member a copy if he has not seen it yet.
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26.6.84
NO. 71 OF 1984 . ORAL

THS HON J C PEREZ

Will Government take the necessary steps to bring amending legisla-
tion limiting the use of a second driver in the taxl service,
according to the requirements of the trade as established after
consultation with the Taxi Associastion?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEAITH AND HOUSING

Sir, a number of amendments to the Traffic Ordinance are in prepara-

.tion., A Amongst these is a proposal to amend con31aerab1y the section

-deallng with road service vehicles and when this is completed the-
'Whole guestion of drivers in the taxi service will have been taken

into account. During these considerations the Taxi A35001at10n will

.-be consulted for their viéws and a3p1ratlons.

.SUPPLJhAYTARY 7O QU“SLIOW NO. 71 OF 198L @

" HON J G PZREZ:

If the Taxi A33001atlon were to propose that a limit on the use of a
second driver be included in those. amendments, will the Government_ '
,bT in a position to accept that9 ' -

vHOV M‘K FLALHERQTONE'

"Government is Wllllng to llsten to the aspirations of the Taxi

" Association as long as these aspirations are ‘reasonable. What,
“unfortunately, seems to be ‘the position at the moment is that the
'Taxi Association is not fully sure of what .they want.. They seem
to wish to be able to switch on the second driver at the turn of
~a switch which is not something that you can .easily do by legisla-
“tion. They. seem ‘to ask one.day for one thing and when circumstances

. vary somewhat to what. they expected they suddenly wish to. charge the
.*leglslatlon to suit their convenience. If it can be worked in such

a way that a reasonable answer to what their aspirations are can be
accommodated, then it w1ll be done. -

-

" HON J C'PFRUZ'

BN

~Is the Hon Member aware that the suggestlon of the. two driver one
Cal‘...... . . . .

MR SPEAKER:
No we are not going to dlscuss that questlon because otherwise we

are goins: to get bogged down. .If you want to ask another guestion
by. all means do SO.
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HON J C PEREZ:

Will the Hon Member commit himself to bring the amendment that
he 1s suggesting that the Government is going to make to the
next meeting of the House in October, after the Summer recess?

HON M K FEATHERSTONA:

I would not like to commit myself to that because the whole
gquestion hinges on the fact that there is a considerable amount
of drafting to be done. At the moment the Attorney-General's
Department is depleted insofar that an actual Law Draftsman

is being recruited. When we have that person I will try and
push through the Traffic Ordinance as a measure of priority.
There are other Bills also in the pipeline. I would not like-
to commit it for October. I would hope, however, to have it
by the end of the year. : '
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26,6,8l
NO. 72 OF 198L ORAL

THE HON M A FEETHAM

Has Government taken a decision regarding the Chamber of Commerce
representation on Customs arrangements at the frontier?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

A memorandum was presented to me last Thursday at a meeting which
I held with representatives of the Chamber of Commerce and the
Food and Provisions Wholesalers. Because Council of Ministers
normally meets on Wednesdays it has not yet been possible to
consider the matter in that forum.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, _72 OF 198L4

HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the Minister give an indication when a reply will be given?

HON A J CANEPA:
I cannot give any indication about a reply. What I can say is that

I will be bringing the memorandum to the notice of my colleagues at
the next meeting of Council of Ministers.
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26.6.84
NO. 73 OF 1984 . ORAL
THE HON M A FEETHAM

Will Government give a progress report on the work done by the Think
Tank set up by the Minister for Economic Development?

ANSWER
THE HON TEE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

No, Sir. The Think Tank is not a statutory or formally established
Committee. It has been set up at my own personal initiative in order
to provide me with an informal consultative body, to which I have
invited a number of individuals in a purely private capacitye.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO,., 73 OF 1984

HO§ M A FEETHAM:
On a point of clarification, Mr Speaker. These individuals who have
been invited in a personal capacity, have they been nomlnated by the
Associations, as far as you are aware? '

HON :A J CANEPA: .
No, I approached everybody myself individually and I did not approach.
.any Associations to which they may or -may not belong.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Mr Speaker, is the Minister saying that in effect he does not think
it important that this side of the House should have a progress
report because this is something of a personal nature?

HON A J CANEPA:

What I am saying is that in the exercise of my Ministerial responsi-
bilities and to the extent that I feel that I can get helpful advice
and establish contacts with individuals, I think that I am free to
meet whomsoever I wish. I do not think that there is anything to
stop me from holding meetings with groups of individuals. That is
what I am doing and in the exercise of that I do not think that I

owe an explanation to anybody. I do not even report to my colleagues
about it. Ministers, as Ministers, do not get a progress report, it
so happens that three of them belong to the Think Tank but the others
are not told about what is going on.

HON J C PEREZ: N
I take it then that whatever policies emerge after-consultations

there, in fact, the Minister does not think it is necessary to seek
our views?
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+HON A J.CANEPA:

What we discuss may or may not be reflected in the policy which
the Government adopts. Many matters are discussed, it is a use-
ful sounding board as well but I would not like to keep tabs or
keep a record on the extent to which our delibérations influence
the policy of the Government in one way or another. I can say
that it is a valuable forum and I can say that already I can
detect that our discussions in this consultative body do influence
our thinking, if I may use that word.

HON J BOSSANO:

Wouldn't the Minister for Economic Development agree that, in
facty, to have called it a Think Tank in the first place appears
then. to be a misnomer because the function is not what the
publicity led one to believe.

MR!SPEAKER:
Well, they are still entitled: to think.

HON J BOSSANO:

Anything that makes the Government think is welcome in its own
right per se. I think the Hon Member is perfectly right to say
he does not have to explain to the House or to anybody else who
he meets and has a chat with to sound out his ideas. Does he
not agree with me that the impression created was that this was
a much more formal thing which effectively was a generator of
new ildeas, getting together with the private sector to give an
impetus to the economy. Much more has been made of it, will he
not agree, than appears to be the case?

HON A J CANEPA:

I think I made it abundantly clear both in the interview that I
gave to the Gibraltar Chronicle and on television as to what it
was and I do not think that I said then anything which is in
conflict with what I have said this afternoon. Neither does it
replace other consultative machinery. For instance, since the
new Board of Directors of the Chamber came in, we have now
established that we are going to meet on a regular basis not

just as problems arise but quite regardless we will have regular
meetings within a specified time basis in order for me to be

able to consult them for them to find out what the Government

is thinking and doing about various matters and that consultgtive
process with the Chamber of Commerce has got nothing to ‘do w1t@
what is going on here. I think it has given the press, including
perhaps some Members opposite, a greau deal of materlal to be
able to write many stories. .
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26.6.84
/. NO. 7L OF 1984 n ORAL
THE HON M A FEETHAM

Can Government confirm that they will be legislating to require all
companies incorporated in Glbraltar to publish their annual accounts?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELQPMENT AND TRADE

No, Sir. The position with regard to company law is that the
Ordinance requires updating generally. At the Gibraltar Government's
request, the ODA are in the process of engaging a lawyer specialising
in this field to carry out the task.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 74 OF 1984 ..

HON M A FEETHAM:

Am I not correct in saying that there is an EEC Dirsctive regarding
the harmonisation of company -law and that this Directive, in fact,
requires every Limited Company to disclose annual balance sheet and
proflt and loss accounts?

HON A J CANZPA:

"I do not really know enough about the matter, Mr Speaker. What I

. can say 1is thdt the whole guestion of the application of European
Community Directives will be one of the matters which is going to
be concerned in the review of the legislation but I would not want
to be pinned down on any particular Dlrectlve because I do not have
the information with me.

HON M-A FEETHAM:

Mr Speaker, has Government received a Directive regarding this
particular question of the EEC. Is there anybody who can answer?

HON A J CANEPA:

In fact, there is an EEC Directive and the Directive is communicated
to the Government of Gibraltar presumably by the Foreign and Common-.
wealth Office and the implications of such a Directive has to be
studied. Initially, I imagine it has to be studied by the Attorney-
General who has got to advice the Government accordingly. That
process has not reached the stage of anything being orought to the
notice of Ministers for a pollcy decisione.

HON M A FEETHAM: . ‘ . ‘

I am sorry, 1 do not want to be a stickler on this, MNr Speaker, but .
isn't that Directive there since 1968¢%

HON CHIZ F MINISTER:

We did not belong to the .Common Market in 1968.
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HON M /A FEETHAM: .

But the Directives issued by the EEC are still bound to be honoured,.
The reason I am sayling this, Mr Speaker, is because the Directives,
if I am correct, for example, makes no allowance that many companies
1ncorporated w1th limited liabilities are not in fact trading
companies or companies dealing with the public and, in fact, are
-purely the vehicle for the anonymous holdings of assets. Mpr
Speaker, I am asking this question because, in fact, if there is a
Directive which requires all companies to furnish thelr accounts,
is it not a fact that this will do great damage to the aspirations
of Gibraltar as a Finance Centre?

HON A J CANEPA:

The answer, Mr Speaker, is that I do not know and therefore I do
not wish to be drawn on commenting on the matter.

HO& J BOSSANO:
Mr Speaker, is the answer that nobody in the Government knows

because this side of the House has not requested Mr Canepa to
answer the question?

HON A J CAN=EPA:
.No, but it so happens that Company Law falls within the schedule

of my Ministerial responsibilities and I only discovered that when
the question was brought to my attention.

HON M A FEETHAM:
Mr Speaker, Would it not be correct to SaJ then that if this side

of the House is correct that one of the pillars of the Government's
past policies is, in fact, doomed to failure?

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I would like to ask the Member who says maybe the
Directive was there since 1968 ¢ « o « o«

MR SPZAKER:
No, the year 1968 was brought in by Mr Feetham.

HON J BOSSANO:
L4

Yes, and the Hon the Chief Minister said maybe.

HON CHIZF MINISTHER:

No; I sald we were not there.
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HON J BOSSANO:

I accept that entirely. Is it not the case, kKr Speaker, that when we
Joined- the EEC in 1972, we were told we had to change a number of
Ordinances precisely to comply with Directives and how come if the
Directive was there when we joined we were not required to do some-
thing about it then?

MR SPEAKER:

I think the Ordinances that we were required to change in order to
gqualify for the EEC Regulations were those which were discriminatory
but, of course, I stand to be corrected.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I remember we were required to change the Trade Restric-

tions Ordinance, the Control of Employment Ordinance, the Immigration
Control Ordinance,

MR SPEAKER:
They were discriminatory and gave special privileges to special people.

HON CHIEF MINISTZR: .

‘First of all, I do not want to pose as an expert of European Law
because I am not but there is a difference between the fundamental
laws of the Treaty of Rome and the Directives which are sent from
time to time all over the place some of which do not come to us
until a long time after they are passed and in fact I know that that
happens with other Governments of a bigger nature. Of course there
is a Directive which deals with the way in which company law should
be done and in fact this has been the subject of considerable number
of representations by what is called the Finance Centre Group. The
question of the applicability and the interpretation of some of the
Directives is not that easy. There was a decision the other &ay by
the European Court on a Directive about sex equality which made no
sense at all, either the Directive or the decision.

HON J BOSSANO:

-~

Be that as it may, Mr Speéker, would the Hon Member not agree with
me that if, in fact, people are making representations which we are
pursuing to give protection, then we must assume that in the absence
of any advice to the contrary the representations that they are
making are valid, that is to say, would the Chief Minister not agree
#ith me that either we tell the Finance Group that they have nothing
to worry about or we confirm the fears of the Finance Group?

HON CHIZF MINISTZR:

The point is the matter cannot be decided on a black and white basis.

MR SPRAKER:

Next questione.
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26.6.84
NO, 75 OF 198l ORAL
THE HON J L BALDACHINO

What proposals has Government received for development of the Gas-—
works site?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

Nore to date, Sir. If the Hon Member is referring to an article which
appeared in the press recently I ought to clarify Government's posi-
tion on the matter.

The position is that any person may submit outline proposals in respect
of any area of land for consideration by the Development and Planning
Commission on planning grounds only. This does not mean that even if
the proposals find acceptance on planning grounds, that the land will
be made available to the applicant for that purpose. Thé manner of
allocation of the land is a matter for the Land Board after Gibraltar
Council has approved the terms of disposal in accordance with Section
75 of the Constitutione.

' SUPPIEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO,., 75 OF 1984

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, I suppose once the Government has made up its mind to
develop the Gasworks site they will put it out to tender?

HON A J CANEPA:

It might, yes. Once the Government has agreed on a scheme it would
put it out to tender. I think I should explain that we have not
reached that stage. We have not reached the stage that the Government
has and by Government I mean Council of Ministers. There are Govern-
ment Committees, the Development and Planning Commission, the Forward
Planning Committee, which is the Committee that plans sahead in respect
of the Development Programme which are considering the matter but I
have not yet taken a paper with proposals to my Colleagues in Council
of Ministers. We have not reached that stage, it is only when that
stage is reached that perhaps the question of tenders might arise.

HON J BOSSANO:
Mr Speaker, does the Minister for Economic Development agree then that
on the basis of the stage that he is describing and the timescale which

normally operates, there isn't the remotest possibility of any work
starting on the Gasworks site in the .current financial year?

HON A J GANEBA:

There 1s no possibility of any work starting in the current calendar
year.
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260.6,8l
NO. 76 OF 198l ORAL
THE HON J I BALDACHINO

What future plans has the Government for White Rock Camp?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

The Government has no definite plans for White Rock Camp although
the area hs potential for a tourist orientated development
incorporating the Caravan site. However, that has to be weighed
against further housing requirements for the inhabitants of Catalan
Bay.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 76 OF 1984

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, in the last session of Questions and Answers of this
House and taking into consideration the type of building it is which
is the same type as the old Glacis Estate which were temporary
buildings and according to the then Minister for Public Works, now
the Minister for Housing, he said that those bulldings could have a
lifespan if they had good maintenance and repalrs for twenty years.
Surely, those buildings have now exhausted even the twenty years
lifespan and they are almost forty years old. What I am trying to
get at, Mr Speaker, is whether the Government have any plans to re-
provision the people who live in those buildings?

HON A J CANEPA: -

Mr Speaker, the question was interpreted as being one generally
having to do with planning policy in respect of the site., We did
not identify this question as being the more specific matter of what
does the Minister for Housing propose to do about the people living
at Whlte Rock Camp, that is why I have given the answer that 1 have
given.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

I understand that, Mr Speaker, so therefore I will ask another
question at the next meeting of the House, Will the Minister agree
with me that when the Government decide to implement the Pitaluga

Report, those buildings, even if we have the whole of Gibraltar
clean, are an eyesore to tourism?

HON A J CANEPA:

I do not disagree with the Hon Member opposite.
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26.6.84
NO. 77 OF 1984 ORAL

THE HON M A FEETHAM

Can Government state whether the reclamation in the viaduct area
has been stopped?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

If the Hon Member is referring to the Causeway Project the answer
is, no, Sir. Agreement has been reached in principle with MOD,
subject to final confirmation, on the apportionment of the costs
for the construction of the Causeway. It is hoped to put this
project out to tender later on this week. If, however, the Hon
Member is referring to the area between the New Distiller and
Varyl Begg this is an on-going project where debris is being
tipped as demolition takes place.
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26.6.84
NO. 78 OF 198L ORAL

THE HON M A FEETHAM

Will Government state when it is envisaged that work will commence
on the multi-storey car park at Casemates?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR BCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

If the agreement which has been reached in principle with the MOD,
the developer and A & P Appledore materialises, then work on the
multi-storey car park project could commence within a year.

As stated in a recent Press Release, this agreement envisages the
conversion by the developer of a derelict building at South Barracks’
known as North Pavilion into six flats at an estimated cost of
£160,000, These flats together with a seventh flat to be made avall-
able by the developer will then be offered to A & P Appledore as
alternative accommodation in lieu of the seven MOD Quarters at
Casemates which are to be leased to them for a three year period.
Otherwise the developer will be unable to obtain vacant possession

of the site until three years time when the lease expires and when

it is hoped the MOD Build will be completed. ‘

The MOD have also agreed to lower their reprovisioning requirements
to three Type III Quarters at an estimated cost of £300,000, which
on payment would see the Casemates sit& declared surplus to MOD
requirements.

The developer is now studying the proposal in detall on the basis
that he would carry out the conversion himself provided the tender
sum of £105,000 is put towards the cost of conversion.

The Government has also agreed to underwrite the reprovisioning
requirements with the MOD in the event of default by the developer.

The Government stands to gain by this arrangement:-

(a) because it will accelerate an important development
estimated at £5m; and

(b) because six flats will be at Government's disposal at
the end of the three year lease with A & P Appledore.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 78 OF 1984

HON M A FEETHAM:

Mr Speaker, in view that I required a short answer and the Minister
has been kind enough to glve me a very lengthy one, it seems to me
that there is something which I do not understand. Has there been
a deviation from the original condition that were put out to
tenderers originally to the agreement which has now been reached?
Have you deviated to such an extent that you have put other
tenderers in an unfair position?

100




HON A J CANZPA:

No, because the requirements that the MOD Quarters be reprovisioned
is being maintained. What is happenihg that is different is that
the tender site, together with such other expenditure as the
developer will have to incur and I think I quoted a figure of
£160,000 in respect of this derelict building or semi-derelict
building at North Pavilion, that expenditure will have to be met

by the developer. We will then be in a position that the Govern-
ment will acquire six flats, that would not have been the case
otherwise. One building exactly like it, South Pavilion, houses
six senior Government officers in pretty good condition and the
work was carried out then, about six or seven years ago, at a cost
of £90,000, The Government will acquire six good flats which
otherwise it would not have had because the reprovisioning require-
ment was in respect of the developer reprovisioning for the MOD

and it would only have been at a later stage, if ever the MOD
declared those flats or those gquarters to be surplus to its
requirements, that it would have come back to the Government.

Now they could come back to the Government within three years but
the interests of nobody else are being prejudiced as a result.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Mr Speaker, the reason I ask that question is because I recall
that the difference between the lowest tender which was in fact
the successful tender was £105,000, against the highest tender
which was £605,000, a difference of £zm. I am saying this
because in the detailed reply which the Minister has very kindly
given, I think there has been a deviation because one of the
reasons why you did not award originally the tender to the
highest bidder, and we are talking about £3m coming to Government,
was that he qualified his tender by stating that he would be
giving the tender sum on the date that the MOD released the land
and you did not think that was a good enough proposal. Have you
now, by this new agreement, speeded up the process of handing
over?

HON A J CAN&EPA:

First of all, I give credit to the Hon Member that when he quotes
the figure of £600,000 he probably has his facts at his fingertips
but I would refer him to exchanges which took place in this House
where I think I answered questions from the then Opposition, where
I explained the criteria, where I explained the reasons why the
Government had selected this tenderer and the criteria were much
wider than what has been indicated by the Hon Member. There were
other aspects of the matter but I would refer the Hon Member to
the Hansard which is available and I might find it rather more
straightforward to come up with it myself and therefore the Hon
Member can be provided with the information. It was not just a
gquestion of a sum of £105,000 and a sum of £605,000 and the
acceleration of the completion of the project. They are important
factors but there were other reasons as well but I did say at the
bnd of my answer today that the Government stood to gain from this
arrangement because it will accelerate an important development
estimated at £5m. It will accelerate it in that the MOD 1s making
the site available much earlier than what it otherwise would do,
it is one factor amongst three or four others.

101



HON J BOSSANO:

‘r Speaker, let me Jjust ask the Minister, if he will bear with me
and clear up some things, because I am not very clear although he
has given a comprehensive answer. The position is that he feels
the Government gains because they are going to get six flats from
North Pavilion which is now derelict., Who does North Pavilion
belong to at the moment?

HON A J CANZPA:

At the moment North Pavilion is a Government property which is
being used, I think, as a nursery, St Joseph's Club used it,
probably the nursery has moved in to what used to be St Josenh'
Club. .

HON J BOSSANO:

How long has it been Government property?

HON A J CANEPA: .

When I came into office twelve years ago it was a small Government '
hostel.

.H?N J BOSSANO:

So, in fact, fhe situation is that if the Government was able to
provide six very good quarters in an almost identical building for
£90,000, which is £15,000 a unit, there was nothing to have stopped
the Government doing the same thlng with this particular quarter so
it is not that they are gaining something out of the blue, it is
somethlng that they have had there all the time which they could
have developed at any time by devoting the money to it. .

HON A J CAN=PA:

Yes, of course, it has been an asset but we have never had the funds
to develop it. If the Government were to go ahead and put it out to
tender, invite tenders for its development into six flats, I am
willing to bet anything with the Hon Member that it would not be
done for £160,000., I delete the oné and put a two in front and that
might be nearer the price. *

HON J BOSSANO:

If the bulldlng is going to be done by a building firm for £160,000
it certainly gives the Government an opportunity to establish nhat
profit margins of the construction 1ndustry are, I would have
thought, Mr Speaker, but the p01nt is that, in fact, what the
Government is saying is that it is going to get £160,000 to spend
on property which already belongs to them and which they would not
have spent otherwise because they have not got the money. As
regards.the £105,000, are they not putting £105,000 towards the
£160,000%
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HON A J CAKNEPA:

Yes, we are.

HON J BOSSANO:
So the Government is gaining £55,0009?

HON A J CANEPA:

The Government is gaining £55,000 worth of work, a completed
bulldlng within three years and the acceleration of a progect
which is of importance tc the economy.

HON J BOSSANO:

But, in fact, Mr Speaker, when the Minister answered a questlon
here in 1982, telling the House of the award of the tender, isn't
it the case that the successful tenderer in 1282 was supposea to
be getting on with the job of reprov131on1ng the MOD, that is,

at his expense?

HON A J CAIEPA: -

The successful tenderer has made & number of offers to the KOD
.involving flats which he owns and the MOD ‘have found them sub-
standard and the years have gone by and we have not been able to
get on with it and the MOD not only has been turning down the
offers which the developer has been maxing, but more recently
becalise they were required to provide forty-six flats for A & P
Appledore, decided that those seven married quarters which were
an intrinsic part of this development, should be included in

the quarters that they were going to hand over.

MR SPEAKZR:

Yes, we must not go any further into this matter.

HON J BOSSAMNO:

I think it is important. I am seeking information, Mr Speaker.
The information that I am seeking now on the basis of the latest
facts I have had is that if we have got a situation where the
seven quarters in the Casemates now belong to the Shiprepair
Company, the MOD is no longer in a position to put any obstacles
in the way.
Ed

HON A J CANEPA:

The KOD is proposing to include those in the forty-six that it
is going to offer to Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited and the
Government has the duty to point out to the MOD and say:

"TLook, if you do that the development will not get off the
grouna 'and we have wasted three years of planning" We have
to come up with a solution and this is the solutlon that we
have come up with.
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'~ HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, what I cannot understand is what prevents the
Government, who 1is the owner of Shiprepair Limited, putting each
manager in some other flat and demolishing the seven quarters that
have been made available because presumably at the end of the
three years it was not the intention of the MOD that the seven
quarters at Casemates would revert to them?

HON A J CANEPA:

In what other flats?

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, if the MOD have included the seven guarters at Casemates
in, the forty-six that have beéen made available for the Gibraltar
Shiprepalr Limited, it was never their intention that at the end of
the three year lease the seven quarters at Casemates would revert to
the MOD, surely, that was never their intention. That is, at the
end of the three years what the Kinister is saying is those flats

- will then go over to the Government of Gibraltar but it would be
then and only then that the work would start on the site,

HON A J CANEPA:

'Of course.

HON J BOSSANO:

But would the Mlnlster not accept therefore that since the flats
straightaway being part of the forty-six under the control of the
Gibraltar Shlprepalr Limited for occupation by 1ts managers who
are the employees of the Company whose owner the Government is,
that he is now in a position to control the seven flats?

HON A J CANEPA:

What makes the Hon Member think that the MOD is going to hand over
these quarters to the Gibraltar Government for the Gibraltar Govern-
ment to do with them as it pleases? They would only hand them over
if either they are going to be used by GSL for the personnel of

A & Por if ss has now heen agreed they are going to be used in the
manner which is set out in the arrangements that I have explained.

" HON J BOSSANO:

So, in fact, what the Government is saying is that the arrangements
between GSL and the MOD is something they, have no cecontrol over?

HON A J CANEPA:

We have control in the sense that we have been able to get the MOD
to shift its ground and we have been able to make them see the
importance of going ahead with this development and coming to a

workable  arrangement.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Does the Minister not accept, Mr Speaker, that if he had put
down the difficulties to date as emanating from the problem of
satisfying the MOD as to the adequacy of the alternative
gccommodatlon, that that could be a continuing problem, that
is, if there is still a commitment to provide three higher
quality dwellings for MOD over and above the seven that have
to be provided for the Shiprepair Company., that failure to
satisfy the MOD on that could still hold up development on the
project?

HON A J CANEPA:
I do not think there is any problem on that because those three
will be to those specifications. It 'is going to be included in

the build which the Ministry of Defence is going to carry out
‘involving I don't know how many quarters.

HON J BOSSANO:

Who is going to be responsible for‘building it?

HOW A J CAL ZPA:

The MNinistry of Defence will build them and’ the developer will
-Ray for three.

o

MR SPZAXER:

Next questione.
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26.6.84
NO. 79 OF 1984 ORAL
THE HON M A FEETHAM

Can Government state whether Her Majesty's Government agreed to the
so-called "support and sustain policy" beyond 1986 notwithstanding
the fact that Spain may have lifted the restrictions on accession
into the EEC?

ANSWER
THE HON THZ CHISF MINISTER

-Her Majesty's Government have not as yet been approached with a
request for further aid beyond the 1986 Development Programme. It
has, however, been made known to them informally at every level
that in our view, the need for aid cohtinues and will continue for
some- time after. the removal of the restrictions and that an approach
will be made accordingly in due course.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QU=STION NO., 79 OF 198L .

- HON M A FEETHAM:

Mr Speaker, in the light of the statement by Baroness. Young on her
recent visit, is the Chief Minister disturbed by the fact that she
has stated that aid would be con31dered in the light of the existing
-situation at the time?

o

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, I think that goes both ways. It will be cqnsidered upwards or
downwards according to what the situation is and we did not have a
shopping list for her because that was not the purpose of the visit
but we did point out and I did point out to the Secretary of State
that we would be coming back for aid and that there should be no
misunderstanding about this, and I made this qulte clear to Baroness
Young, no misunderstanding about’ this, that we do not consider that
the opening of the frontier and the successful commercial operation
of the Dockyard is sufficient, certainly in the next few years, to
maintain the economy and that we will be coming back to them for
help . .

HON M A FEETHAM:

Mr Speaker, is the Chief Minister saying that 'in his opinion it is
not time yet to go to the British Government on the next ODA
programme. Shouldn't we be getting on with it now?

\

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

We are getting on with it now but the programme finishes in 1986 and
there is still as you saw this morning, an element of surplus on
that on which we have to make some project and we may make a case
that we have to start negotiating the’ programne earller than the end
of the previous one.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, would the Chief Minister not agree that the statement
by Baroness Young that any assistance after 1986 would have to be
looked at in the circumstances of the time logically implies that
‘it will not be looked at before?

HON‘CHIEF MINISTER:

She is perfectly entitled to say that even on the basis of sustain
and support the programme does not finish until 1986. But we are
entitled equally to demand if it is found necessary that this has
got to be advanced but what is not in our view tactically
convenlent is to take advantage of the visit of the Minister here
to put in a shopping list because, first .of all, she does not
bring any money, secondly, it will have to go uhrough‘all the
bureaucracy of the ODA and that is the way we are preparing the
submission.

HON J BOSSANO:

, Can the Hon and Learned Chief* Minister then say that they will be
making a formal submission to the UK Government for a new develop-
ment programme to take over from the_existing one and that that
submission will be made in the current financial year?

-HON CHIEF MINISTER:

It is very difficult to say the current financial year, all I can
tell you is that the Forward Planning Committee which looks at
this in advance, is already looking at it and identifying the
areas where it is required. I think when the reference is made
to the circumstances as prevailing in 1986, it is not for me to
interpret it could be interpreted as I said, downwards or upwards.
If, in fact, everything goes well and one of the areas which I
think was brought very clearly to her from everybody was the un-
certainty about our economy and one of the areas where I made it
guite clear was not going to be so beneficial as some people may
think, is the initial opening of the frontier,

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, am I right in'thinking then, from a tourist angle,
we all heard in the last House of Assembly that we were being
told that there was some money needed to boost the tourism
angle for the Gibraltar Government o« o ¢ + o

HON CHIZF MINISTER: N

May I just say that I will be mentioning that in my statement on
tourisme . S
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HON J BOSSANO:

Could I just ask one more question? Is the Government then saying

that they do not anticipate having to ask for money for the current
development programme of which we have heard only £3m remains

unallocated®?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

We are putting.in a bid, if you wait until later you will see.
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26.6.8Y
I NO. 80 OF 1984 ORAL

ITHE HON J BOSSANO

Will Government state whether they are aware-of the proposals
put forward by the Spanish Government and presently under - -
consideration by the British Government?

' ANSWER

THE_HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Sir, with your permission, I will answer questions Nos. 80, 81,
82 and 83 together.

As the Hon Member and Gibraltar are aware, there has existed for
over 20 years, an arrangement whereby I, as Chief Minister, am
consulted, on a confidential ba31s, on matters relating to Spain
ghd Gibraltar. .

Former Leaders of the Opposition have also been consulted on such
- matters, on the same basis. Gibraltar has lost nothing as a
result - qulte the contrary: :

Thé reason why the present Leader of the Opposition is not
similarly consulted is that he has made it plain that he is not
_ brepared to be consulted if he is required to observe confidentiality.

That is the Hon Member's choice, to which he is, of course,
perfectly entitled.

My own view is, first, that the public discussion of these
sensitive matters is more likely to be of assistance to the other
side than it is to us. I believe that it would be naive to think
otherwise. If I may draw a possibly appropriate analogy, no
sensible Trade Union or employer would publicly reveal their
tactical positions during the existence of a dispute.

Secondly, my own view is that, by agreeing to consultation on =a
confidential basis, which is essential to the diplomatic process,
one is able, as an elected leader, to influence events by
expressing, as forcibly as may be necessary, the views, wishes and
interests of the people of Gibraltar. If one were to remain aloof
and outside the process, as the Hon Member has chosen to be, those
views, wishes and interests would not be expressed by anyone, at
the right time and in the right way. .

If I may say so, it is not possible, realistically, to adopt an
ambivalent attitude whereby, on the .one hand, the Hon Menber
refuses - as, I repeat, he is-perfectly entitled to do - to accept
information which he is not free to-'make public, and, at the same
time, expect to obtain such information by questioning me publicly
gbout such matters, when I, ih the:interests of Gibraltar and, as

I say, with a view to being in a position to influence events, have
accepted the need for confidentiality. )
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Of one thing the Hon Member and the House may be certain - and

. I think the experience of successive election results over the
last 20 years is ample proof of this to the rest of Gibraltar, -
and that is, that I am not going to acquiesce, even if any such
proposition were ever to be put to me in confidential consultation,
in anything which would be contrary or damaging to the wishes and
interests of the people of Gibraltar.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTIONS NOS.'BO, 8l, 82, 83 OF 1984
HON J BOSSANO:

Does the Honourable the Chief Minister have any intention of
answering the question -apart from this tiny political broadcast?

- HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No.
- HON J BOSSANO:

I see, so the position then is that the Government'will not say
- whether they are aware of the proposals put forward by the
Spanish Government to the British Government, is that correct?

~HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I am not goihg beyond my statement.
"HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the Honourable and Learned Member will not tell the
people of Gibraltar, never mind what the consultations have been,
but whether he was consulted or not before September.  He refuses
to tell the people that.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I do not refuse to tell the people that, I said that I am
confidentially consulted -on all matters affecting Gibraltar.

HON J BOSSANO: : L -
Then, Mr Speaker, is the-answer to my question, which is a
‘perfectly reasonable gquestion, I respect the Honourable and
Learned Member's position the same as he says he respects mine
and I am not asking him to tell me what the consultation has

""" consisted of.- I am asking him whether he was consulted by the
British Government about the holding of technical talks .before
this was agreed with Spain. He says he is consulted on everything;
am I then correct in taking that to be that the answer to question
No.81 is yese.

HON CHIEF MINISTERS

The Hénourable Member can make his own assumptlions.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Does the Chief Minister not agree with me that the laws of

. Gibraltar are the sole prerogative of the elected Members of

this House of Assembly and should not be discussed by officials

~of a forelign Government with a colonial power, or does he support

the line that has been taken.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I have nothing to add to my answer.

HON J BO3SANO:

Does the Honourable and Learned the Chief Minister not agree with
me that he has got a responsibility and an obligation to the
House of Assembly to tell us before any amendments have been
brought to this House, if those amendments are the result of talks
that have taken place with Spain.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

When the time comes and in those circumstances, yese.

HON J BOSSANO:

I am glad I have got a yes for something, Mr Speaker.

o
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26.6,.84

NO, 81 OF 198L ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Was the Government of Gibraltar consulted by the British
Government about the holding of technical talks before this
was agreed with Spain last September?

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with question Nos. 80, 82, 83,
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26.608“-
NO., 82 OF 198L

ORAL
THE HON J BOSSANO

Has the question of reciprocity and/or equality of rights been

discussed with Spanish officials at any technical talks since
last September? ’

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with question Nos. 80, 81, 83.
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26.6.8[4-
NO. 83 OF 1984 | ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state which of Gibraltar's laws have been
discussed with Spanish officials in the recent technical talks?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with guestion Nos. 80, 81, 82.
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| | 26.6.8)
NO. 8L OF 198L ORAL
THE HON J C PEREZ

Can Government state which areas of the Upper Rock are open to

-pedestrians but not to vehicular traffic, other than MOD?

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Mr Speaker, on certain conditions pedestrians may enter the whole
of the Upper Rock area above the uncllmable fence between the
Police Posts at Jews' Gate and Willis's Gate, except -
(1) Rock Gun and Middle Hill
(2) Farringdon's Battery area and all its approaches
(3) Governor's Lookout .
(L) The Upper Battery area (ie Lord Airey's Battery, O' hara s
: Battery and Spur Battery) which includes Mediterranean Road,
Martin's Path, Levant Battery and Jews' Cemetery

(5) Spyglass Battery, Breakneck Battery and "Highest Point"

(6) Any other area or place to which entry is prohibited by

‘notice boards subject to Defence reguirements.

The following roads are open to vehicular traffic -

(1) Queen's Road from Jews' Cemetery to Princess Caroline's
’ Battery

(2) o014 Queen's Road

(3) Cave Branch Road from Queen's Road to its Jjunction with
Spur Battery Road

(44) Spur Battery Road from Cave Branch Road to the lower
entrance to Upper St liichael's Cave

(5) TUpper Galleries Communication Road

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 8L OF 1984

]

HON J C PEREZ:

Can the Hon Member give a reason why some of these areas which he
has stated are open to pedestrian and not to vehicular traffic and
could he state whether the Ministry of Defence have satisfied him
that the difference between a car going up there and a person
walking is against Defence requirements or because of Defence.
sensitivities?
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‘HON CHIEF MINISTER: -

I have not sought that distinction but I think it is quite
obvious that there are certain areas, first of all, where the
roads are not in sufficiently good condition to allow everybody
to go and there are, I imagine, and I say I imagine because I
have not been told, areas which for operational purposes would
be hindered if traffic went through. Looking back on the areas
of the Upper Rock, all of which were really prohibited some
years ago, I think we have as much area and pedestrians have
got as much access to the Upper Rock as we really want. There
is more in it than we really need. If the Hon Member wants to
come and see me with a plan, I can get somebody to explain it
to him. I am no expert on the areas.

HON J C PEREZ:

In view of the fact that visitors to the Ministry of Defence are
taken by Ministry of Defence drivers through those areas in their
vehicles, is it possible for the Gibraltar Government to get such
arrangements for taxis taking tourists around the Rock?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I will pass on, if that is a very important aspect of the taxi
trade, I will pass it on for permission and if so why not? I
.really do not know enough to be able to sgy but I 'imagine that
the main reason is, that some areas must be free for operational
purposes at any particular time. '
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26 ¢6.8Ll>
NO. 85 OF 12984 ORAL

THE HON J C PERZEZ

Is the Chief Minister now in a position to state whether it is his
intention to make public the Coopers and Lybrand Report on Water
and Electricity? '

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHISF MINISTER

Yes, Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY 0 QUESTION NO. 85 OF 198l
HON J C PEREZ: '

Will the Hon and Learned Memberjstate whether he is or not?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
- Unfortunately we have very few copies but two of them will be made

avallable to the Opposition in the first place. 1 hope they can
take it in turn for weekend readinge.-

HON J C PEREZ:

Would the Hon -and Learned Member consider making the Report public
as well or will it only be given to the Opposition?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I did not say that it would be made available on a confidential

basis, what I said was that there would not bpe encugh copies to go
round but, certainly, the first choice would be to the Opposition.

117




