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NO. 248 OF 1987 ORAL

THE JION M 4 FRETHAM

Can Government state how much money has been disbursed in the first

six months of the current financial year from the Improvement and

Development Fund and in respect of which Heads of Expenditure?
ANSWER

THE ION THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Yes, Sir; thc estimated Improvement and Development Fund expenditure
for the first six months of the current financial year is as
follows:=

.

: E
Head 101 Housing . 276,000
102 Sehools 27,000
103 Pert 57,000
104 Miscellaneous Projects 271,000
105 “eneral Services 61,000
106 Potable Water Service 42,000
107 Telephone Service 315,000
108 Public Lighting 5,000
109 Blectricity Service 189,000
110 Crown Lands negligible (less than £1,000)
111 Tourist Development Projects 75,000
112 Medicel Services 13,000
1,332,000

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO,.248 OF 1987

HON M A FEETHAM:

Could the Hon Member give a breakdown of the Miscellaneous Projects,
the expenditure involved there, the £271,0007?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I don't have that breakdown with me, Mr Speaker, but I can let the
Hon Member have it later,

HON J E PILCHLR:

Can the Lon Member give us a breakdown on the Tourist Development
Projects which is for £75,000?

HON ¥INANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT'SEChETARY:

I cannot,; Mr Speaker, I don't know whether the Hon Minister for
Tourism whose departmental responsibility it is can provide the
information otherwise I would have to make the same offer as I have
Jjust made to the Hon Member's colleague.



HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I cannot at the moment but I will certainly find out
or try to find out before the House is overe

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, «hen we asked Question No.148 about the first three
months the lon Merber was not able to say whether the level of
expenditure which then was £600,000 indicated slippage as regards
the estimated spect for the year of £8m. Is he in a position to
tell us now?

HON FINANCIA7, ANDL DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am not really, Mr Speaker, I would think the probability is that
there will be some slippage. What I don't know yet is how
substantial that slippage will be.

ON J BOSULAKO:

Bu.t, in fact. Mr Speaker, what we a>~ saying is that the rate of
spending in the Improvement and Developzent Fund instead of being
£2m a quarter is £600,000 a quarter because the second three months
are virtualliy a dcubl ing of the first three months. Are we talking
then that the actual outcome for the year is going to be around £im
instead of £8m?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I cannot arswer that question I am afraid, Mr Syeaker, but I think,
as I have already said, there is every likelihood that there will
be some considerable slippage.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, shouldn't the Government be explaining half way through
the financial year why they are in a position of not even meeting
half the expenditure targets they laid down in the House and which
they stressed at Budget time there was so much importance being
attached in order to improve the infrastructure? 1Isn't it here, Mr
Speaker, wherc we are seeing the deficiency in infrastructural
developments? '

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I cannot give that answer, it really rests with departmental Ministers
to answer the Hon Member on their iudividual programmes,.

HON J BOSSANG:

Yes; Mr Speaker, but we are asking the Government, we are not asking
the Hon Financial and Development Secretary and the purpese of asking
for the information is to try and establish the reasons why tle
targets are nct being met.



HON CHIKF MINLISTER:

Mr Speaker, this arises out of the reply but it is not necessarily
a supplementary.because it requires a considerable amount of more
information. The information may either be given now or put in
-another question asking: 'By how much in each department?' The
question is put in general terms and I don't think the Financial
Secretary can explain in each vote if there has been slippage what
the amount oy it is but if Members want to know that we shall try
to get some informati on before the end of the mesting,

MR SPEAKER:

It is most certainly a follow-up to find out whether tnere is going
to be slippage as the result of the information given now and to
what extent the slippage is going to be but if the information is
not available, of course, the answer is that it will be forthcoming.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, we have been told the Government has spent £1.3m in six
months and they voted to spend £8m in a year. That is a wide
discrepancy and we are not asking fcr an explanation of every penny,
we are asking for aa explanation of the magnitude of the change.

Ii the target is now £4m there oughkt to be some explanation.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I didn't anticipste that we would give any detail, I anticipated
we would give a Head by Head answer of what is likely to happen.
There may be some votes that may require considerable capital
which can be spent in six months, it is very difficult to say
unless you look at ecach part but we shall try to get that informa-
ticon for Hon Hembers.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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NO, 249 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J L BALDACHINO

Can Government state the amouné of money received from the sale
of Government properties under Ilead 103, Subhead 1 of the
Improvement and PRevelopment Fund?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MIMISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

A nominal amount in respect of deposits has been received under
Head 103 from the Development of small sites programme,

The anticipated progress on the sale of flats to sitting

tenants b.as been hampered by the greater priority given to
schemes thai provide the release of units of rented-accommoda-
tion to alicviate our Housing probiem. In this respect I should
inform the House tnat substantial progress has been made on the
Brympton, Engineer House and Montagu developments, Together
these include a total of 748 flats which will be marketed through
Government for owner occupation,

The Rosia Dale sale is nevertheless virtually complete and .
awaiting a Tinal nmeeting with the Association's legal adviser,
This model documentation should provide for substantial progress
in respect of Rose Shrine and 26A Town Range before the end of
the financial year.,

SUPPLEMENI'ARY TO QUESTION N). 249 OF 1987

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, I don't know if my question has been answered
because I am asking how much money has been received., Under
Subhead 1, does that also include the sale of pre-war houses
that they bhave sold in 1982/83 and 19857

HON A J CANEPA:

In the years 1982/85 and 1985? [ think the question has been
understooud as referring to the current financial year and my
mazin answer was that only a nominal amount has been received

in depesits, I cannct go back to 1982/83 and 1985 and state
now what the amounts were, I just haven't got that information,

HON J BOS SANO:

Are there properties that have been sold prior to this yecar and



the money was shown as expected to be received this ycar and
has that money_ bcen received? :

HON A J CANEPA:

No, mainly it iz losia Dale where we expected to clinch, as it
were, the sale 2nd no money has yet been received, it is
imminent, a meeting was arranged a few weeks ago with the
Association's legal adviser, it was thought that it was going to
be a final meeting to finalise the details of the documentation,
the imceting could not be held, it has been postponed through no
fault of Government officials and the documentation has been
sent un for them to study., Nothing has been received yet in
respect of Rosia Dale,

HON J BOSSANG:

Mr Speakery, I think the Hoa Member is missing the thrust of the
guestion, we ai1d not urging him ¥r sell Rosja Dale, we are not
supporting him on that. What w2 want to know is the money he
expected tc receive from Guvernment property. We understand
from p revious commcnts by The Audulor that property sold a very
long time agc had still not been paid for. Was any of the
money shown in this year's Budget as expected to be received

in the currcnt financial year in respect of property sold
before the beginning of the financial year and, if so, has
that money not hcen received eitherm

HON A J CANEPA:

That is not how the question was understood, I am afraid, Mr
Speaker, It wasn't thought that it was referring to revenue
that should have derived in previous years.

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Member say whether, in fact, the amount shown in the
Estimates as the revenue estimated for this year was due to
property sslcly expected t o be sold this year or due, as well,
to amounts cuistanding frowm previous ycars? Doesnt he know
what was put in the Estimates?

HON A J CANEFPA;

My information is tnat the amount shown in this year's Estimates
was in respect of propcrtics which were expected to be sold
t his ycar, That is my understanding,

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Member then say that that means that no money is due
from previous yea rgt-
5



HON A J CANEbA:

No, there may be money due from previous yecars but when the
Estimates of expected revenue werce drawn up for this year, I
do not think that there was any inclusion made - I am speaking
from the top of my head as far as I can recall - the Estimate
that was made in respect of anticipated revenue, I do not
think that it included in respect of previous years., I can
check that.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I would like to make one thing clear that might help from the
experience of other spheres and that is that if it is sold it
has to be paid, This is not like arrears of electricity or
.water. If a title deed is given op the basis of a lease that
must be given at tne time of paymecnt. Whether the payment is
passed on from one part ot the kitty to another is anot her
matter but there cannot be any sale unless it is on a basis of
payments Ly instalments on a number of diffcrent dates, I

cannot see how anything that the Government sells in respectl of
this can be outstanding once it is sold., What was sold last year
must have been paid for last year. There cannot be any out-
standing matter when a time limit is given because on the giving
of a title the payment is made, there is just no debt,

HON A J CANEPA

May I add, Mr Speaker, that if either a specific question is
asked at the next meeting of the House I shall be perfectly
happy to provide the answer or if the Hon Questioner wants to
follow the matter up by writing to me I will provide him with
the answer to whatever questions he wants,

HON J BOS SANO:

I would like to take up the point that the Hon and Learned the
Chief Minister has just raised, Mr Speaker. The question is,

in fact, the Auditor said that there were propertics sold as

far back as 1982 for which payment has still not been received.,
We have asked a question about the e¢xpendjture from the
Improvement and Development Fund and a guestion about the income
of the Improvement and Development Fund to Lry and assess what
progress is being made on both fronts on ‘the money coming in and
the money going out.

HON A J CANEPA:

Yes, I understand now, this morning, I understand the Hon
Questioner's question perfectly clearly but when the answer was



4,
drafted by tbe Director of Crown-Lands for me last IFriday we
did not think t hat this is what the Opposition was getting at.
MR SPEAKER:
In other words, the information will be *urihcoming.
IION A J CAN%PA:
I would be grateful bhecause Hansard won't appear for another
ten or eleven days, Mr Speaker, I would he 2rateful if the Ilon
Mr Baldachino would send me = note as to what it is that he
wants and I will provide him with the answer,

MR SPEAKER:

"Next question,
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! NO. 250 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J C PEREA

Can Government explain why arrears notices are being sent to
telephone subscribers without the actual bill having reached
them first?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

I regret to say that, following complainits from a number of
subscribers concerned. it was discovered that abcut 500 bills for
the quarter ending Jure 30th had not been sent to subscribers when
the remiwler notices were sent out in September and October. There
should have been an interval of at least six weeks between the
issue of the last batch of bills for the quarter, at the beginning
of August, and the iusue of reminder notices in mid-September. A
" note expressing regret for this lapce is being sent to the sub-
scribers concernede.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 250 OF 1987

HON J C PEREZ:

Does that mean that subscribers who have not received the bill and
have received the arrears notice should disregard the threat of
disconnection of services within ten days if they fail to pay?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I thin k the Hon Member can rely on the good sense of the Arrears
Section not to pursue the situation such as he has described in this
particular contingencye

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, the bills, nevertheless, are going to be sent out because
I think one of the problems encountered was that when the people

went with the arrears notice they were told that that would now
constitute the bill,

MR SPEAKER:

fay I say that I am one.of the sufferers and that I have already
received the bille, Next question,
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NO, 251 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J E PILCHER

Can Government state whatvwas the contribution to National
Income of the tourist industry f or the years 1983/84 and
1984/857

J C

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, there is little I can add to the answer I gave

to Question No.2 of 1987 where I informed thé Hon Member that
tourist expenditure for 1983/84 and 1984/85 represented 16% and
18% respectively of National Income., It is difficult to estimate
with any accuracy what the net contribution of the tourist
industry is to National Income without the up-~to-~date information
which the Government is in the process of acquiring through the
Input /Quv,ut Study.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTiON-NO. 251 OF 1987

HHON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, I accept what the Member is saying but, firstly, can
the Member say when going back he should have accurate figures
of the National Income on the tourist side of the economy.
Obviously he is referring to the new Input/Output Study that
will give him what he is looking for and what certainly I am
looking for for the years after the partial opening and the full
opening of the frontier, Can the Member say when does he there-
fore reckon to have accurate figures working on the old Input/
Output Study?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Mr Specaker, I think possibly the answer to that is in two parts.
The information for subsequent years when it is available in t he
form or in a way comparable to the figures which have been given
for 1983/84 and 1984/85 and 1985/86 1 think as well, will be
made availabie, I think the second point I would make recally
deals with the question of accuracy., The infermation which has
been given so far is & reasonable estimate of the contribution
to National Income in terms of gross tourist expenditure.
However, what it doesn't allow for is on the one band the import
content which must be netted and then on the othur the multiplier
effect of the net figure which is flowing through other sectors.
When one has done that one should arrive at a more accurate
figure of the domestic value added, Until we have the Input/
Output Study, until that is completed, I don't think that we can
complete that process which I have‘qut described. That is the

9
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sense in which I think the figure 1s inaccurate as a contribution
to National Income,

IHON J E PILCHER:

Surely, Mr Speaker, in order to produce these¢ figures that he
did as he correctly says in Question No. 2 of 1987, some logic
must have -been used behind those figures: Tourist expenditure
1983/84 - £13m; tourist expenditure 1984/85 ~ £16m, The Hen
Member is saying to us that there is some kind of read acrossz
between that. and the tourist expenditure figures. According Lo
the tourist expenditure figures where did he get the £13m for
1983/84 and thc £16m for 1984/857

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I hope the Hon hMember doesn't regard the explanation I gave as
illogical except to explain what the situaticn is. If he wants
to go intce detail as to how the figures which have albeady be=n
provided in the past, the ones, for example, I quoted and which
I quoted in answer to Question No.2, I am quite happy. to ge into
that with him together with the Economic Adviser to see if we
can satisfy him on the break-up.

MR SPEAXKER:
Let us not debate,
HON J E PILCHER:

I am seeking information, Mr Speaker. If 1 can refer, Mr
Speaker, to Question No.2 of 1987, there was in fact left in

the air the question of the multiplier effect which the Hon
Member said he was going to go back to his Economic Adviser and
try and find out. Six months later we bring the question to the
House and I think it is logical to assume that he should have the
information. The question I am asking, Mr Speaker, is if he is
saying that the gross tourist expenditure is inaccurately but
roughly calculated as the tourist expenditure for the year, how
docs it mean therefore that for 198384 when we have tourist
expenditure in 1983 of £13.35m he geits a tourist expenditure
figure of £13m and for 1984 where the tourist expendiiure

figure is for £11.,65m he gets £1€6m? First of all, I would like
"to know where the tourist expenditure figures ihat the ilember
is quoting to me are coming from and,' secondly, how does he
work out the percentages of National Income?

10



HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

These particular questions, Mr Speaker, as I have explained

to the Hon Member, do require a detailed account which I would
be quite happy for the Economic Adviser to give to the Hon
Member,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, we ask him what is tourist expenditure, he says
£13m and we say to him 'Where do you get the £13m from?' and
he doesn't know where he gets the £13m from?

.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Quite easy, irom the Economic Adviser.

HON J BOSSANO:

Where does the Economic Adviser get it from, Mr Speaker?
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: |

That is whét I suggest we should ask him jointly, Mr Speaker,
I cannot explain the question in detail,

HON J BOSSANO:

In Question No., 2 of 1987 we asked for this information and
there were a lot of supplementaries and the Hon Member said at
one stage he was making notes of all the points that my
colleague had made and that he would consider this outside the
House and so forth. We now come with the idantical question,
one would have thought he would go back and check what he
answered us in Question No.2. If he doesn't know what the
tourist.expenditure is then how can he tell us what the National
Income is. Does he know how the National Income is calculated?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, it is certainly not calculated by adding up the information
which is in the Tourist Survey. 1 think, perhaps, the point I

- should have made is that in the two figures I gave in answer 1o
Question No.,2 of tourist expenditure and National Income there is
no necessary correlation between them because they are built up
on an entirely diffcrent basis., The National Income figures are
derived by a different technique, different methodology, to use
the jargon.

11
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HON J BOSSANO:

The Hon Member said, Mr Spcaker, in answer to Question No.2

of 1987 when I said to him: 'Is the figure for 1985/86 of the
contribution of £22m, does that reflect the £21,.,1lm shown in the
Tourist Survey Tigure for 19857 Is he talking about the s ame
figure?' Aad the Hon Member said: "I haven't got it in front
of me but I would think almost certainly yes, if we are talking
about tourist expenditure, that certainly strikes a bell to me".
We want to know, can he tell us now whether the figure for 1985/
86 he has obtained {from the Tourist Expenditire Survey which
shows £21,1inm?

HON F INANCIAi. AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am sorry,. i didn't quite understand the question. What is
figure for the Tourist Expenditure Survey?

MX SPEAKER:
Which shows £21.11im, .
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I would have to ask the Economic Adviser to explain the
difference between that figure and ithe tourist expenditure,
Tourist expenditure as we have expressed it is simply expenditure
by t curists in Gipraltar but as I said there are other things to
be taken into consideration, first of all, netting the impori
content and then, secondly, calculating the multiplier effect

so as to prcvide, to arrive at a figure which is accura te for the
purposes of National Income accounts, That is, I think, the
information which perhaps I should have provided in answer to
Question No.2, As the Hon )Member said I offered on that occasion
to come back with the answer and I have now given it. What I
don't have yet is the accurate figure of the net contribution

to the economy of the tourist industry.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, Y intend to ask the Hon Member for further explana-
tions on this question that he has said about the multiplier but
before we move on Lo that whaf{ I am saying to him is that he told

he House in February that the £22m for 1985/86 was based on the
£21.1m of tixc Expencgditure Survey. 1Is he telling the House now
that that answer was incorrect?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
No, Mr Spcaker, the difference between £21.im and £22m does not

12
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seem to me an enormous one, It may very well be that “the figures
were subject to some further look at, thcre may have been some
inaccuracies which will account for the difference between £21m
and £22m, I don't know that because it didn't register at the
time that thjis was a particularly gross miscalculation, I didn'i
follow that %ne up .

MR - SPEAKER @

He hasn't got. the information, he has got te consult his
Economic Adviser and he will let you have it,.

HON J BOS SANO:¢
We want mere information.
HON J E PILCHER:

He has just said that the £21.1lm secems to be very close to the
£22m and therefore he assumes that that is ithe way it has been
obtained and I now take him Dback to 1984/85 winere according to
tourist expenditure the tourist expenditure is £11,63m and the
tourist expenditure that he gave us for 1984/85 is £16m. It
assumes that there is a multiplier effect, We don't have a
multiplier effect in 1983/84, we do have it in 1984/85 and we
don't have it in 1985/86. We are trying to find out the
information, Mr Speaker, certainly, initially on the tourist
expenditure side., '

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The Hon Member is wrong, v wouldn't have calculated the multipiier
effect in 1984/85, X think if he had attended closely to the
answer I gave him, I have already given it at least twice, Mr
Speakcr, we have not yet been able to calculate the multiplier
effect of the net tourist expenditure, I have actually been
provided with a 1ittle note which I do Zhope is accurate but Lthe
explanation for the difference between £21,1lm and £22m, il may
well be that the Hon Member already kmnows this and is perhaps
just trying to tease me, is that £2),1lm is 1985 calendar year
and £22m is 1985/86., I wonder if the llon Member did, in facei,
know that, Mr Speaker, and if he would like now to be honest and
say it,

MR SPEAKER:
We are going to leave it at that.
HON J E PILCHER:

We are not ‘debating,
13



MR SPEAKER:

I will allcw aquestions purcely on information.,
HON J E PILCHER:

That is what I am asking, Mr Spcaker,

MR SPEAKER:-

That is a matter for me to judge.

HON J E PILCHER: ’
-The Financial and Dbevelopment has just answered two questions
back. he hesa't answered the last question which is that we
accapt thut one is for the calendar year and the other one is
for the firancial year and therefore there is a slight adjust-
ment, How is it that in one yea: the slight adjustment is
£0.,9m and for 1985 the adjustmeat is £4.4m? For 1984/85 the
Tigure for tourist expenditure for the calendar year 1984 is

£11.65m., The figures that he gave me for 1984/85 are £16m. Are
we adjusting in the same way?

HON FINANCIAL AND UEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I wonder i the Hon Member is teasing me again, Mr Speaker,
because I ssem to remember that the difference between 1984
and 1985 could have been quite significant because at the
beginning of 1985 there was a certain event called the opening of
the frontier which could, of course, have made a difference.
HON J BOS SANO:

Six weeks,

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, but quite a lot of people came in during those six weeks,
HON J E PILCHER:

Right, we will assSumeecssse .

MR SPEAKER:

We don't have te assgume anything, ask questions because we are

beginning to debate and I am going to call it a day let thero
be ne nonsense. If there is some information you require do ask.

14
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HON J E PILCHER:

I am now querying the figurcs of National Income, Can the Hon
Member say how it jis that the fjigure that he quoted for National
Income for 1983/84 is £80,76m, the figure he quoted for 1984/85
is £87.18m if the difference there is £3m in the tourist element?
Is the Hon Kember telling us that the rest of the economy only
grew £4m taking into account the input of GSI, and everything

for the ycanr?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, I am not telling the llon Member anything of the sort, Mr
Speaker, because the Hon Member has asked quite a different
question which is abnout National Income and I am not in a
position to give him the answer,

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Horn Member scy which is the last year in respect of which
the Government has got accurate figures for tourist expenditure
based on the 1979/81 Input/Output Study?

HON FINANCIAL AMND DIEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
1985/86, Mr Speaksar.

HON J BOSSANO:

Then how can the Hon Member tell me that the last year for which
he has accurate figures is 1985/86 when he has just told the
House that the figures for 1983/84, 1984/85 and 1985/86 are 21l
inaccurate? : ‘

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, I didn't vell the House that, Mr Speaker, no, I am sorry. I
think inaccurate is perhaps a term of art and when I used
‘inaccurate I mean inaccurate in the sense that it would not -
satisfy professional econcmists as being a true figure to resrasent
the domestic value added of the tourist industry. I wouldn't agree
that the figures which we have been providing for tourist
expenditure annually are inaccurate given what I might call rzther,
I wouldn't say unsotisfactory nature of the definition, but given
theesesn '

MR SPEAKLR:

We arc¢ now beginning to justil'y, we are getting nowhere very fast
and therafore I am going to call the next question,

15



IION J BOSSANO:

No, Mr Speaker, there are many othcr things that the llon Member
hasn't answered which he seems Lo be willing to answer if you
will allow me to ask him the question,

MR SPEAKER:

I am allowing you t» ask the questions but what I must not allow
is for the thing to go round in circles and we are getting
nowhcre, I have to he the judge at any given moment whether the
House is getving anywhere with a particular question,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, 'if the House is not getting anywhere it is not
because o! the question we are asking but because of the answers
we are gehbting, '

MK SPEAKER:
That is a matter of judgement,
HON J BCSEANO:

Well, I would welcome very much an exercise cf your judgement so
that you can tell us when we are getting answers, Mr Speaker,

I would 1like to know whether the £22m for 1985/86 wiich the on
Member has said is t he last year for which accurate information
in accordance with the 1979/81 Input/Output Study, which is my
last queéstion, whether that represents 22% of the National Income
or not?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Sir., It accounts for approximately that proportion of
National Yncome but it doesn't represent it in the form in which
following the 1979 Input/Output Study one would expéct because
the 1979 Input/Outpui Study is itself inaccurate and no longer
satisfactory ac a model for determining that. My othicl poini is
that the tourist cxpenditure figbres which have been provided and
those are simply gross tourist expenditure and we do have actual
figures and 55 far as I know they are accurate in themselves.,

HON J BOSSANG:
Mr Specaker, if the flon Member has just said that the model is no

longer accurate, can he tell me which is the iast year for which
the model was still accurate?
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[ION FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, ‘SJ'.I‘, because it becomes moi'e inaccurate with the passage
of time, That is, I think, one of the fcatures of models,

HON J BOS SANQ:

Was it accurate in 1981/82, Mr Speaker, which is the first year
when they had the model available?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I would think reasonably So but I am afraid I haven't studied
this and I cannot recally go back that far from personal
experience,

HON J BOSSANQ:

Is the Hoa Member then telling the House that the Government
contracted somebody to do a study of the economy fer two and a
half yecars, produced a report in 1981 and the first year when

the information was used which was 1981/82, he is not sure .
whether it was accurate from day one? Is that what he is telling
me?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
I wasn't here in 1981, Sir, so I caltnot really answer that,
HON J BOSSANO:

I can't help that he wasn't here in 1981, Mr Speaker. Is the
Government saying tc the House of Assembly that the Input/Cutput
Study model which they have quoted ad infinitum to explain the
success of the tourist industry was never accurate?

MR SPEAKER: -

Next question. It is clear that you are not going to get an
answer, .

HON J BOISANO:

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Hon Member therefore to confirm that
the answer that hce gave to Question No.2 cof 1987 and the aanswer
that he has given to the guestion tabled by my colleaque in this
House are both incorrect in that the question asked for the
contribution to National Income of tourism and the answer that
we got which was that it accounted for 16%, 18% and 22% of the

National Income in response to a4 awestion zbout the contribution
should not huzve been taken to imply that accounting for und
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contributing to were synonymous?
ITON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I have no hihg more, rcally, to add, Mr Speaker, I don't think
it.-would be particularly helpful if I attempted to prolong the
debate on this question,

HON J BOSSANCG:

Can the Hon 'Member say whether he is in a position Lo tell the
House what was the contribution to National Tncome of tourism®
in 1983/84, 1984/25 and 1985/86 as he has been asked to do in
Question No.2 of 1987, and as he has béen asked to do in the
question teday on the Order Paper? Does the Government know
what the contribution of the tourist industry to the National
Income was in those years?

HON FINAN_IAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Mr Spcaker, I have already given.the answer but ‘'subject
to the heavy qualifications about the meaning of contribution
which I think I have explained and I really cannot 30 any
further thart that.

HON J BOSSANO:

Hasn't the Hon Member told the House that the contribution to
National Income which is what we want to know and the answer
that he gave us are two different things and, if so, does he
have the answer to the question we want? Is he able to say for
any year at all, either any of those three years or the years
before that how much the tourist industry was contributing to
National Income? Can he give an answer to that question for
any year at all?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I have already answered that question, Sir.

HON J BROSSAND:

Well, is t he answer that he cannot, ¥r Speaker?

MR SPEAKER:

The Leader of the Opposition must realise that whilst he is
entitled to sk questions, if the GCovernment or the particular
person or Minister who is answering says that he has got no
further information to give, that is it. You are fiogging a

dzad horse.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Can I ask a ncw qgquestion then, Mr Speaker? Can the [lon

Mcmber say now, which he was not able to say in answer to
Question No.2 of 1987, whethcer there is a 60% multiplier effcct
as had been c¢/laimed by the Minister for Tourism in the coursc cf
a television [programme?

HON H J ZAMMIVT:

I have never said there is a multiplier effect of 60%, Mr
Speaker.

IION J BOSSANO:

Can the Minister for Tourism then say what the multiplier ef{eact
is?

HON 0 J Y/ MMITT:
No, Mr OCpeaker, what I have explained..ceoe
MR SPEAKER:.

No, we are now cross—examining. Next question,
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19 10 87

NO. 252 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON M A FELTHAM

Can Government state the value of imports for the first and second
‘quarters of 19877
ANSWER

SO e st

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, the Government is in a pesition to give an estimate of the
value of imports tor January and February 1987, as follows:

January £8,.7m
February =~ £8.km

As the Hon Member is aware, the full report on Imports and Exports
Statistics for 1986 was published only last month. As I explained
to him ir answer to Question No. 154 of 1987, there was a backlog
of work at the Economic Planning and Statistics Office but I am
glad to my that the processing of data for 1987 is now well under
waye

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 252 OF 1987

HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the Hon Member say when are we likely to be able to have these
figurese

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I certainly hope that this will be as soon as possible, Mr Speaker,
but there have been certain problems, as I have explained. The new
tariff structure which came into effect on the lst January, 1987,
together with the substantial increase in the number of import forms
. to be coded and processed has meant .that the Eccnomic Planning and
Statistics Office computer system needs upgrading. There are now
twice as many computer entries per month compared with 1986 but I can
only express my desire to see that we are now, in fact, working on
the subsequent figures and perhaps these will be available at least
until the middle of the year by the next meeting of the House.

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione
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19 10 87

NO, 253 OF 1987 ORAL

THE 1ION J BOSSANO

Can Government state whether they now expect the yield from income
tax to exceed the figure estimated at Budget time?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Yes, Sir. Income Tax receipts for the first six months of the
current financial year are just under £12m. At a comparabie stage
last year, about £11lm had been raised and, allowing for the effect
of tax changes and increased earnings, it would rot be unrealistic
to expect the yield in 1987-88 to reach £24m, compared with the

- budget estimate of £22.8m.
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19 1C 87

NO. 25k OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state what was the yield from income tax on company
profits in 1986/87 and the projected figure for the current
financial year?

ANSWLR

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Yes, Sir. The yield from income tax on company profits in the
finsncial year ending 31 March, 1987, was £2.4m. The estimate for
the current yecar is also £2.hm.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTLON NO, 254 OF 1987

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon Member explain how it is that the yield from company
taxation is not expected to get higher although the total yield
from incowe tax is, in fact, exceeding the Government's estimate?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: .

Mr Speaker, I accept that the fact that the yield is not expected

to be greater than next year does give rise to the very question
which he has asked., Having discussed this with the Commissioner of
Income Tax who I thirk tends to take perhaps a more cautious view '
of forecasts than myself, he feels that he is unable at this
particular juncture to say with confidence whether the yield from
company taxation will be higher. I myself would assume that it ougat
to be higher but I really have no further information after having
discussed this matter with the Commissioner on which to put forward

a reasonably safe figure.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is it not the case, in fact, Mr Speaker, that the yield from income
tax compared to past years in respect of company profits is not going
up at the same rate as the yield from PAYE?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I haven't done that precise calculation but the yield from company
tax in 1985/86 was £1.7m, in 1986/87 it was £2.4m despite the
reductiorn in the rate of corporation tax from 40% to 35% in that
Budget so that represents quite a substantial increase. I am trying
to be helpful to the Hon Member, not ducking out or the question, as
I say, my own personal assumption is that there will be some further
increase in corporation tax this year. Let me give him an additional
piece of information, the revenue from income tax on company profits
up to the 20th September, 1987, was ZZm and at the corresponding
stage the previous year it was £450,000. I think that indicates
obviously an increase but one must also take into account the fact
that the incidence from company taxes is far meore erratic, PAYE comes
in more steadily and one can make seasonal adjustments, for example,
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August is wlways o slack month, it isn't quite the same in company
taxation. One can get a rush and, indecd, does get a rush in the
second half of the year. DBut if I am pressed I would say that 1
think that the yield from company taxation should be higher than
£2.h4m.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question%
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19 10 87

NO. 25% OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON M A FEETHAM

Can Government confirm that EBC Directive 87/167/BEC on the
question of aid to shipyards which applies to Gibraltar Ship-~
repair Ltd and replaced EEC Directive 81/363/FEC is being
‘complied with?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

The Government has taken advice from the Department of Trade and
Industry and the ¥CO on the application of the relevant Directives
to Gibraltar Shiprepair, and we have received assurances that we
have acted so far in accordance with EEC requirements as they
interpret these,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 255 OF 1987

HON I & ¥WELTHAM:

Will the Hon Member confirm to the House that; in fact, this
Directive derogates Member States from -the rules of competition
and commercial policy insofar as the Treaty of Rome is concerned,
the Directive itself, Article 92/3/D%

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELCPMENT SECRETARY:

1 am sorry, could the Hon Member repeat that?

MR SPEAKzR:

There is no reason why you should confirm what the Directive sav:
that is a matter of common information which can be seens

&y
3
U

HON J BOOUSANO:

Is it the Hon Member's view that it does?

HON M A FEETHAM:

Is it Governmeni's view that & does, Mr Speaker?

HON FINANCIAI. AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

That it does what?

HON M A FuETHAM:

If you will listen perhaps you will befable to answer,
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELCPMENT SECRETARY:

I will listen again, Sir.
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HON M A FEETIAM:

Is it Governmant's view that the Directive derogates Member States
from Article 92/3/D on the rules of competition of the Treaty of
Rome and Article 1132 on aid by States under the commercial policy
of the Treaty of Rome?

HON FINANCIAF AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I wonder if the Hon Member would allow me time to consult my
Leorned Friend on the meaning of theword derogation?

MR SPEAKLR:.

Perhaps the Hon Questioner will explain what he means by derocgation.
HON M A FEETHAM:

Derogaticn means, Mr Speaker, that Member States do noi have to
comply with a particular Article of the Treat/, in this case wa are
talking about the Treaty of Rome and we are taiking akout =
Directiv-. which empowers Member States not to comply with particuiar
Articles uniier the Treaty of Rome and I am talking udbout rules of
competiticn and 1 am talking about commercial policy. Will the
Government confirm that this is so in their vieu?

HON FINANCGIAL AND DEVELOPMZINT SECRETARY:

I cannol confirm that, certainly, Mr Speaker. #ay I ask him a
question?

MR SPEAKEZR:
No, under no circumstancese.
HON M A FEETHAM:

The Directive does, in fact, Mr Speaker, derogate and therefore we
have to comply with the Directive.

MR SPEAK :R3:

And you have been tcld that we have complied dwth the Directive.
HON M A FEETHAM:

I am esking whether we have complied,

MR SPEAKER:

The answer is yes.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Will the Hon Memter oprosite then confirm tha* the scheme to set
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up Gibraltar Shivrepair Limited should have been notified to and
approved in advance by the Euroypcan Commission?

HON FINANCIAL AND DREVELOPMINT SECRETARY:

No, Sir, that is what I will not .confirm because, & I have said,
we have taken advice from the Department of Trade and Industry
and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office on these matters and, as
I have explained to the Hon Member, we have received assurances
and they are well aware of the requirements for mtification that
we have so far aectad in accordance with the EEC requirements. 1
have noted what the Hon Member mays and as this is not a simple
ma*ter, I would be guite happy to arrange for him to be briefed
further on this subjzct by the Attorney~General and myself.

.

HON M A FERTHAM:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member is giving a reply to my answer but he
is trying to shirk the responsibility for the answers

MR SPEAKER:
No, with respect,
HON M A FEETHAM:

Would the, Hon Member say whether the Government has informed the
European Commission on the performance of GSL as required by the
Directive?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The Governmeni of Gibraltar normally takes advice frocm the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office or'in this case the Depariment of Trade
and Industry on these matters and if there are any notifications
required then it would be done through London,

HON M A FEETHAM:

What the Hon Member is saying is that the Directive, in fact, does
not apply to Gibraltar?

MR SPLAKER:

No, with respect, we must not gc round in circles. The Hon
Financial and Develoopment Secretary has not said anything of the
sort. The Hon Financial and Development Secretary has clearly
stated thal so ®ar tliey have complied with the provisions of the
Directive and that they are not in breach of it. They have not
said anything more or lesse. '

HON J BOSSANO:
Mr Speaker, does the Hon Member accept that the PVirective requires
Member States to inform the Commissicen ¢f shipyards receiving

goversment aid and is the Hon Member saying that the advice that they
have got trom London is that GSL is mt such a shipyard?

26



®

HON FINANCIA], AND DEVELOPMENT DLCRETARY:

No, Sir, I ar not saying that. What I have said is that the matter
as, indecd, most things involving the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, are not simple and I would be quite happy to arrange for
the Hon Member or the Leader of the Opposition to be briefed on
thisa

HON J BOSSANO:

Has the Government asked the Foreign and Commonwealth Office whether,
in fact, Gibraltar Shiprepair Limited is a shipyard covered by the
terme of the Directive in question?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SHCRETARY:

The Foreign Office have told us what their view and what the views
of the Depertrnent oi Trade and Industry are with regard to
Gitraltar Shiprepair Limited. I think that is all I wish to say at
thie pacticular momente.

HON M A FEaTHAM:

Could the Hon Member repeat again what the views are, that we zre
complyirg, is that what he is saying, we are complying with the
Directiv=e?

HON FINANCI &L AND DEVELOPMEZNT SECRETARY:

No, I havz said that we have received assurances from the Foreign
and Commonwealih Office that so far we have acted in acceordance
with BEC requirenentis as they interpret these. The interpreiation
is not a simple and ctraightforward black and white matter hence
my offer for further confidential discussions with Hon Members.

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon Member say whether any further paymnents by the
Government to GSL will need to be cleared with London first to
find whether such payments have to be cleared with the Commission
before they are made?

MR SPEAKmR:

With respect, before you answer that question, is tis related
the EZC Disective?

ot
o}

HOMN J ZOSRANO:
Yes, If 1 may quote, MNr Speakér: 'Ajd granted for shipyards unless

linked to a restructuring plan are prohibited by Article 6 of the
Directive',s
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRELTARY:

I think the gquestion asked by the Hon Member was slightly
hypothetical, Mr Speaker.

MR SPLAKER:

'Hypotheticaﬁ tc what extent, that no payments are to be made?
Hypothetical to whut extent?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMLNT SKCRBETARY:

I think he asked me if the Government makes further assiustance,
was that not the question?

HON J BOSSANO:

Is that hypothetical?

HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the Hon Member answer whether the £lm approved in this year's
Estiwates and not yet paid cannot be proceeded witl until approvzd
by the EBuropean Commission? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, the £1n which were voted by the House and therefore forms gart
of the Governmenti support to GSL is, I think I would say, )
consistent, the status of that £lm is entirely consistent with uhe
answer which I gave to the Hon iMember earlier.

HON J BOSSANC:

Does the Hon Member then say tat the £Ilm in question is not invest-
ment aid under chapter 3, Article 5?2 ‘

MR SPEAKER:

You haven't got to answer that. You can ask whether it is within
the Directive,

HON J BOSSANO:

I am quoting the VYirsctive, Mr Speaker. I am asking is the Zlim
investment aid as defined in Chapter 3, Article 6 of the Directive?
Yes or no?

MR SPBAKER:

Well, the answer must be yes because it is ithin the context of
~the answer,

HON J BOSSANO:

I would like to have the answer. Is the answer that the £lm is
investment aid as provided for in the Virective?
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HON FINANCILAL AND DEVELOPMENT 3iC H"J ARY:

I would put it this way, that anycne interpreting the Directive
and looking at £1lm for a shiprepair industry would think that

one applies to the other. In the onswer I gave to the Hon Member
I stressed ihis is wt a bleclk and white situation and I referred
to Foreign Off:ce sdvice and I offered to arrenge for a further
briefing an& wally I cannot say anymore than that at this stage.

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon Member explain, Mr Spesker, the public statement that
he issued in June or July of this yar saying hat the Government
of Gibraltar was prohibited from giving assistance Lo GSL because
cf the Directive, can he explain which is the assistance that he
is prohibited from giving?

HON FINANCIAL AND DIEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
I am not awarxe tha®t I gave a public statement, Mr Speaker.
HON J RCsS84110:

Mr SpeaXer, he may not remember but he must he aware of what he
said althouzh he may not remember ite. Then can the Government
state whether, in fact, ai any stage they have issued a press
release t& the effect that they could not provide aid to GSL at

the time of the pay negotiations because tc do so weuld puit them in

conflict with the BEC Directive in question?
HON FINANCIAL AND DSVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, I wasn't responsible for that. I do actually remeuber I was
asked a question and when the Hon Member says public state ment,
yes, my memory now begins to click inte moiicn, duf it doesn'’

quite click in the same way in which the Hon Member's did because
he attridbuted {o me a much more dogmatic statement on the matter
than if I recollect correctly I did; in fact, give. I remember at
the time qualifying my remarks by saying that it appeared that this
was prohibited but we were seeking advice from the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and the Department of Trade zbout the applica-
tion of the Directives to GSL in the present situation. That s
what I have just told the Hon Member and his colieague and I think,
therefore, what I am saying now is still consisient with what I
said then.

HON J BCSSANO:

But is the Hon Member then saying thati subsequernt to making that
statement on radio he has now been told that, iec fact, th.
prohibition which he thought at the timc aprlied does not apply acd
that the Government i1s not prohibited by this Directive from

giving assistance tc 3OL7 Is that the latest position then?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPHMNT GECRETARY:

No, Sire. Agein the Hon Member is inviting me to sort of say
black or white but I cannot do thate

HON J- BOSSANO:

Can the Hon Member say what is prohibited if he cannot say what
isn't prohibited? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRUTARY:
I can certainly read out the Directiveecececos

MR SPEAKLR: .
No, you will not under any circumstancese
HON J BC3SANO:

I don't know why he will not otber than you won't allow him,
Mr Spealer.

MR SPZAK<R:
Yes, that is precisely why because I think you are not entitled <o.
HON J BCSSANO:

¥e are trying tc obtain information, Mr Speaker, from the extent
to Whichcoo.o-

MR SPEAK.:R:

No, with respect, you are trying to get confirmation of statements
riade beforc, that is not information.

HON J BOGHANO:

Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member or the Government makes a public
statement it is perfectly legitimate for the Opposition to ask
for confirmation or rectification of that statement in this
House of Assembly, this is what we are here for. And we are
asking the dovernment to tell us, having given the impression in
public......

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

How?

HON J BO3ISANO:

By the statements *hat they made, that they could not give
assistance to GSL, whether this is still correct or not correct

and if it 1s no longer correct %to what extent it is no longer
correct?
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MR SPBEAKKR:

And the answer must be the answer that you -have been given by
the Financial and Development Secreotary as to the corrcctness

of the position and what they have done up till now and the
confirmation of this attitude by the Commonwealth Office. What-
ever else has been gaid before must most certainly, I think,

be qualified by vhat has been said nowe.

<

HON J BOSSANQ:

Perhaps you will tell us what the answer is, Me Speaker . You seenm
to have understcod *the answer, we haven't, AllL that we have been
toid is that whetever they have done was correct and that whatever
they are going ro do, which they don't know yet, will be correct
when they do it. If you know what the snswer is you tell us.

MR SPEAKER:

With respcct, next question, please. I am calling the next guesztion
and that is the end of the matter.
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NO, 256 QF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J E PILCHNR

Does Government propose to provide £4m for the setting up of the
GSL Pension Scheme?

ANSWER

THE HON TI FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Noy, Sir, not directly. As the House is aware, the Government provided
a total of £2 million for GSL including &1 million in this f{inancial
year. These funds have now been fully drawn down. I understand that
the Trust Deed setting up the GSL Provident Fund has already been
signed, and the arrears of company contribution to the fund is of the
order of £} million,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 256 OF 1987
HON J E PILCHER:
Can the Guvernment nonfirm, Mr Speaker, that the i%m for tting uv
tie GSL Pension Scheme has come from the Zlm that was voted in tie
House during Budget time for GSL? ’
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am sorry, Mr Speaker, I cannot add to the answer I gave except to
say that they had the £lm and we knew, obviously, that GSL were going
to make a contribution of £m to the Pension Fund,

HON J B PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, when they did obtain the £lm?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The £lm has been drawn down in three separate tranches. I am speaking
from memory so the Hon Member will have to bear with my recollection,
The first £250,000 was drzwn down earlier in the year during the
summer months, I believe. The remainder has been drawn down very
recently within the last month or so, 21l £2m of ite

HON J E PILCHIiR:

So two tranches not three, £im and ££m.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am sorry, no, there were two tranches of £2m anc then £dm. The
£3m was, in fact, the last.

HON J B PILCH=zR:
Therefore wnat the Government is telling me, Mr Speaker, is that they

have given GSL the Zlm but have not bothered %o find cut what the
£1lm was being used for?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARNY:

No, Mr Speaker, it would be most unfair to accuse the Government
of not knowing what GS8L is doing with its money.

HON J E PILCHER:

. | ,
Can they confirm tht the £4m has been used for the Pension Fund?
It cannot be one or the other, Mr Speakere

HON FINANGIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I cannot confirm tht it has been used in the sense that the money
has been deposited in a bank account but all I em saying is that I
am avare or was aware of the company'®s requirement which has been
there for some considerable time to make a substantial contribution
to the Pension Fund and 1 feel confident that that is what some of
the funds will be used fore

HON J E PILCHLR: .
Can I renind the Heon and Learned Chief Minister of his statement

when we were discussing the £2m that was going to be given to Gil,
£1lm before the Budget snd £lm voted at the Budget; where he said

quite clearly that the £2m given to the company wvas going to ve given
to the company in sdditional shares in order to work towards a ureak
even position but he made it clear that these £2m would not go towaras

labour cos:is either salaries, wages or labour related wages and
b ]

salaries of which, I suprose, & Psnsion Sehesms i3 reiated tos. Does .

the Government therefore

the

a U-turn as regards

4
e o
b

52
at this stage confirm that they have aa
money th

o)
)

’

1at has been given to the company”?

BV

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

[ &)

Mr Speaker, the £2m was given to assist the company tc rrovi
working capital in order to enable it tc finance its activit
Since the £2m was given the circumstances of the comzany hav
changed and while its need for working capital mey at that particular
juncture have seemed the most important thing, other important

things may and, indeed, have taken placsze.

HOM J % PILCELR:

Mr Spesker, the answer in a roundabout wey is, yeu, the Government
_have now allowed the comvany to use the money for other thingse.

Can I ask the Uovernment then whether they can coenfirm that. in fact,
although it was the company's commitment since 1984 to set up a
Fensicn 3chewxe, the Pension Scheme has been set ur by the Zlm given

to the company by the people of Gibraltar? I rest my case, Mr Speaker

{2

2
n

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:.

Thank you.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, he rests his case and I am starting mine. Can we then have
confirmation from the Government that the position is that the Giva.aa
ment is no longer committed to the policy that they announced fthat

the only assistance that would be given would be given for working
capital and capital investment, that is no longer the case is it?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I think, Mr Speakery, we have a motion down for debate later in the
meeting of the House and I propose to go into that particular

question in rather more detail,

HON J BOSSAHNO:

But the Government is not able to tell us now whether that is still
the policy or it is not the policy?

HON FINANCIAXL AND DEVFLOPMENT SECRETARY:

Noy I thin} I must ask the Hon Member to wait a little while because
I would lixe to answer that particular question in the context of

an extensive debate on GSL affairse.

HON J BOSSANC:

y did, in fact, the Government receive a specific
2 th

request for the £;m to he released for the purpcse of setting up the

Fund?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Sir. It received requests, I am bound to admit, for early draw
down so as to enable the company to continue paying its wages and
salaries and to meet its creditors.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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19 10 87

NO. 257 OF 1987 ORAL

THI: HON J E PILCHER

When did Government approve the decision to double the fee of the
Chairman of GSL?

ANSWIIR

JEE HON THE FINANCLAL AND DEVELOPMENT SKECRuTARY

Mr Speaker, the fee of the Chairman of GSL was provisionally set at
£10,000 for 1985 subject to negotiations based on remuneration for
comparable appointments elsewhere and further assessment oi the
time devoted by Mr Simonis to GSL affairsas

Following advice from consultants on fees for non~executive directcrs
and chairwmen a fee of £20,000 for 1986 was agreed in June this year.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 257 OF 1987

HON J & PILCHLR:

Mr Speaker, first of all, can I ask the Hon Financial and Develorment
Secretary who were the consultants that he got to back this
information?

HON FINANCIAL AND D&VELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yesy; Sir. The main consultants were Welbeck who were the firm of
senior executive consultants through whose services we, in fact,
engaged Mr Simonis originally,

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker; could I ask when the decision was taken, I *hink the ion
Financial and Development Secretary said that a decision was taken
to increase the salary from £10,000 to £20,000. Could I ask, was
this ®ne at a shareholders' meeting of the company? When he said
'we', the decision was taken, where was it taken, it was taken in
June, 1987, but where? Was it taken after a shareholders’ meeting?

HON FINANCIAL aND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
The fee for 1986 was agreed in June this year. It was taken,
it

cbviously, as company law reguires, was teken at a Dourd mesting
and the directors agreed to thise.

HON J E FILCH=R:

In June, 1937, although there were particular prcblems in Dayii

Qe
o
salaries and wzges etc in GSL for the péople smploycd there, the
Government thought it was advisable to upgrade the salary of the
Chairman for 1985 and to, in fact, iuncrease it by 100%, is that what
k] k] k]

the Hember is sayiag?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPHMUNT LHRCRELARY:

No, Mr Speaker, I wasn't saying that., I think that is a political
matter and L don't propose to comment.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, Wwas in fact Mr Simonis being paid before June, 19872
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRITARY:

I am sorry, [ didn't catch that.

JHON J BOSBANO:

Was Mr Simonis being paid the doubled saiary before June, 19877

MR SPEAKEE:

Was he being paid before it was approved by the Board?

HON FINANTIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECREBTARY:

No, Sira

HON J BOGSSAUO:

So that in Tact, when we asked in the last House of Assembly in
relation to the audited accounts which showed {Le mlary Lelng paild,
whether it had been approved, the House was misled when it was told
that it was approved?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SuCRITARY:

The Auditor's Report refers to 1986. I am not quite sure when the
Auditor's Report was presented but I don't think that we would have
misled the House if it was already in the Auditor's Report.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, if the audited accounts which the Hon Member is going
to ask us to note later on in this meeting and which he asked us

to note and then changed his mind in the last meeting shows the
money already having been paid, how was it already beiag paid withouzl
having been approved?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

It should not have been paid without being approved but I will have
to check on ihe facts. I am not guite sure that the situation is
as the Hon Member has explained it,

MR SPEAKZR:

He is not questicning the fact that

t it might well be in the accountis,
he is not quesudoning that in any @mann hy

er or OIill e
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The Hon Member said that I or someone misled the House on this
matter and I am not gquite sure of the context in which we may have
misled the llcuses That is really what I wanted to checke.

HON J BOSSANO:

Then perhaps I will vemind the Hon Member and perhaps he can confirm
that I asked the seme question in the meeting of the House when I
drew the Goverrment's attention to this increase and I was ©ld that
the thing had beecn approved, in fact, when you said that the
Governmen t didn't need to answer the question that I asked as to
whether the thing had been approved at a shareholders' meeting and
the Hon Mr Cunepe came in to say that there had been no involvement
by him or his colleagues in the decision. We were being told then
that the increase in 1986 had been approved but that the Government
politically didn't seem to be aware of it. I am asking now can the
Hon Member say whether, in fact, Mr Simonis was being paid the
‘increased salary in 1986 as shown in the audited accounts?

FON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRFTARY:

I don't think so,; Mr Opeakers Simply becauss the figure is shown
in the audited accounts does not mean that he was paid, this may
seem rather surprising but, in fact,; accounts work on an accruais
basis and it may very well be that the company put this particular
figure in on the assumption that it would be approved. It was nct
approved un%til Jure, I am quite positive of that.

HON J BOSSANO:

Sc, in fact, what we are being told is that the company's accounts
and the auditors assumed that the approval would be given before the
approval was given?

ME SPEAKER:

In fairness, I think what the Hon Financial and Development
Secretary is now doing is conjecturing. He is stating that if it

is on the accounts it might be put in as a matter of provision,
subject to approval but he is not saying that that was the position.
At least that is the way I understand it.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, that is my assumption. I think the Hon Member has, as it were,
surprised me with the question and I have given what I think may be
the answer because I feel confident that there was no wish to mislead
the Houses . .

HON J BOUSSANO:

Can I ask the Hon Member, in fact, can he explain how it is that if
the decision was taken in June the Government was not aware of it in
July at the last Houss of Assembly?
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4.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SLCRETARY:

I know that there were some details still to be settled with

Mr Simonis over this and, again, it may be that when the zanswer

was given in June these had not been settled but I haven't seen

the answer in June, that is my problem, Hr Speaker, I am not guite
sure what we said thene I will certainly look at it and if we owe
the Hon Member su apology for giving misleading information or I
can explain the circumstances in which we may have appeared to give
midleading xnforration I will obviocusly do so.

HON J BO&SSANO:

Cur: the Government say when they found out that the Board had
decided to doubl= the salary of Mr Simonis?

HON FINANCIAT, AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Sir, the discussions about Mr Simonis's fee was obwviously

" scmethir; the Government took a close interest in and, as I have
said, there is this gquestion of the advice we received from UK
concultants so the Government was aware of this but the final
ratification, shail we say, subject naturally to the Government's
concurrins with this; was nct until the middle of the year. I say
June, July. possibly, I haven't goil the precise date but it was
round about the wmiddle of the yeare.

HON J BOSSANO:
Can the Governmeni SaY¥eessees
MR SPEAKZER:

Will you be giving full information as to the circumstances of the
matters which have been raised under this particular question at
the time of the debate?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I shall have a look at the Hansard, I shall lock at the accounts
and see whether there was any inconsistency with what may have been
said in the House in July.

MR SPEAKER:

¥ould you be prepsred to give way during the debate tc enable the
Leadeis of the Opposition to have more than one say for the purposes
of clarifiying the vosition? Once wo come to the debate wiil you be
kind enough tc give way to the Hon the Leader of the Opposition so
that he can g et whatever information he reeds ther?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

You are expecting me to clear this up by this afternoon.
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MR CPEAKLR:

Not necessarily this afternoon. At debate time wiil you give way
to the Hon the Leader ofthe Opposition to ask?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRIETARY:

. !
Yes, certain#y, what I cannot guarantee is that I will be able to
provide information to the satisfaction of the Hon Member.

HON J E PILCHER:

Can I, Mr Speaker, just refresh the memory of the House particularly
that of the Hon Mr Canepa which isy I think, what the Hon Leader of
the Opposition was referring toe.

MR SPEAKER:
Ask your question.
HON J E PILCHER:

It is clarification from Hansard: ‘'Perhaps I might ciarify' - said
the Hon Mr Canepa - 'that if by the Government is meant some of ay
colleagues lhiere sitting with me and myself, the answer is no. I
think they will confirm that they do not recall ever approving
whatever increase there was for the PDirectors or for anybody. 'e
are not in the business of doing so! - July, 1987,

MR SPEAKER:
Fair enough, that will come in the debate, I am sure.
HON J BOSSANO:

I would like to put several more questions to the Hon Member so that
when he comes to the debate he will know what is the informatioa I
want if he cannot answer me nowe. Can I ask, in fact, when the
decision was taken to appoint Welbeck as consultants in order to
advise on the revision of the fees of the Chairman of the company?

MR SPEAKLR:

Perhaps you might ask a series of questions because you are not
going to get the answer now because he hasn't got the infermation,

HON J BOSSANO:

I would also like to know, Mr Speaker, whether Welbeck -was asksd to
advise on the fee of any other Directors since tne accounts show in
1986 that there is one Director earning. over £10,000 and in 1935
that there are no Directors earning over £10,000 so we want to xnow
what the implications of that are ana whether this was something
decided by W#elbeck. I would also like the Hon Member to answer
whether in considering this matter, the Board toock into account the
company's ability to pay as well as Bking into account the well
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deserved 100% increase of the Chairman just like they did in
recpect of the 10% for the worxiorce. and I woulid also like aim
to say whether, in fact, the decision to proceed with the increase
was taken before or after the company had an offer to make to taz
workforce in settlement of the 1987 pay review,

MR SPEAKLER:

Next questioAu

40



19 10 87

NO, 258 OF 1987 . ORAL

THE HON J E PILCHER

Can Government now state whether any decision has been taken
to change the terms of the Management Agrecement between GSL
and A & P Appledore?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speakery, the Board of GSL has for some t ime now expressed

a wish to alter the terms of the Management Agreement. In
September 19886 A & F Appledore were served with a default notice
by the Bcard in connection with problems over the computers and
stores. Un expiry of the notice it was decided eithe r to
terminate o1 renegotiate the Management Agreement., This was
communicated to A & P Appiedore, . '

During the earlier part of this year, the Board considered
proposed changes in the Management Agreement and approached an
expert in this field who has already undertaken the necessary
preparatory work., Formal negotiations are due to commence
shortly. My understanding is that A 8 P Appledore have
expressed themseives as willing to accept changes in the Manage-
ment Agreement,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 258 OF 1987
HON J E PILCHER: |
Mr Speaker, which expert and how huch is it going to cost?
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The expert is Mr Michael Casey, I have no information on what it
will cost, ‘

HON J £ PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, is it the same Michael Casey who did the report for
us four years ago and said that we shouldn't have a yard in the
first piace?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Are there two Michael Caseys?
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HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, can the Member tell me when the default notice
actually expired?

HON FINANCIAL AR DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
It has not leen withdrawn,
HON J E PILTHER:

The default notice, it must be that it expired or will expire,

.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
I am sorry. it was a sixty day notice,
HON J BOSLANO:

Mr Speaker., the Government has said that the company decided on
the expiraiion of the notice to renegotiate the contract rather
than terminate il. Was that decision approved politically?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I think, speaking personally, as I understand it, the idea would
be that if we got what we wanted on renegotiation and they were
willing to trenegotiate we would renegotiate., If not then, of
course, it would be a question of finishing it.

HOIF J BOSSANO:

But the Financial an<d Development Secretary has said, if I
understoed him correctly, Mr Speaker, that on expiry of the
default notice a decision had to be taken as to whether to
terminate or renegotiate, That decision, obviously, required
a politicnl decision by the Board., Was that policy decision
taken after approval by the Government or was the Government
not asked what it ihought on the matter?

HON CHISF MINISTER:

I think svme of these things are not exactly ~n the basis of
letrer writing and s8¢ on., The Ministers are kenpt in touch with
developmcnts ana thise things are disrcussed with Ministers and
they show a view,

HON J E PILCHER:

The answer from the Hon and Learaed Chiefl Ministce
personally'. Is tie ilon ond Learncd Chjef Minist
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he was advised and agreed chat Iouneil of dMinisters hadn't taken
a policy decision? Is that what he is saying?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I say that all Ministers were aware of what was happening,
certainly,

HON J E PILCHER:
So it has been a decision taken by the Government?
HON CHIEF MINISTER: .

It is a decisio n taken by the Board which has not been disagreed
to by the Gecvernment .

HON J BOSSANO:

- Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member says that there was a sixty day
nctice given in Sepiember, doesn't the accounts say that the
default notice was still in existence after the end of the -
financial year?

AON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes.,

HON J BOSSANG:

How could it have been still in existence if it had expired,
Mr Speaker, after sixty days?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

It has not been withdrawn. The default still stands because the
various defects which centred on the computer system and the
financial system had not been put right,

HON J BOSSANQO:

When, in Taci, the Government says that a decision was taken 1o

renegotiate it doesn't mean that it was taken at the ead of the
sixty days? ' -

y)]

{

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVEL OPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, it was. I cannot say when it was taken exactly. I think
on expiry is sort of an attempt to give the sequence of eveng:
because the defauits were not put right but other factors, I

think, came along in the interim and influenced the Board nnd
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the Chalilrman in taking the decision to renegotiate.
HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I think it is tair to say that, certainly from my recollection,

there has been no dispute that the notice was given for certain
reasons whickh have not been put right,

HON J BOSSANO:
Mr Speaker, the decision to rencgotiate which was taken
apparently bzfore the end of the 1986 year of the company,

before December, was the decision to appoiny Mr Casey taken at
the same time or subscquent to that date?

HON FINANCTAL AND DEVL LOPMENT SECRETARY:

Thet is a Tairly recent decision, Jduring the last three months
or so, Mr Speaker.

HON J BOSSAND:

In fact, thz rompany took a decisjon over ten months ago to
renegotiate Lhe A & P Appledore contract but nothing has happened
to date afteir ten months?

HON FINANCIAL ANu DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

As far as I know Mr Casey's advice is not yet complete or
finalised. :

HON J BUOSSANO:

No, Mr Speaker, but if they took a decision to renegotiate ten
months ago what did they do about it between then and the time
that they apgpointed Mr Casey?

MR SPEAKER:
Deciding whether to appoint Mr Casey.

HON F BOSSANQ:

How long did they take after taking the decision to renegotiate
1o decide to appoint dMr Casey? Surely, Mr Speaker, if the

Becard dec.:des to renzgotiate the contract, how soon after taking
the decision did they act on that decision? iHow many months?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SLECRETARY:
I cannot give t hat sort of information, indeed, I don't really
think it is rcasonable Lo ¢xpect me to give exact dates, I am

certainly not going to attempt to answer or to provide that
informatione.

. ’t
HON J BOSSANO;

Mr Speaker, can I asik whether, in fact, the decision to appoint
Mr Casey to conduct the negotiations on behalf of GSL was a
decision of the Board of GSL or of the Government of Cibraltar?
HON FINANCIAL AND CEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

It was the Board, Sir, I don't know what part.various members
of the Boord played in this but it was certainly not the
Government,

HON J BOSSANO:

Did the Government approve the appointment. of Mr Casey?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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19 10 8

NO, 259 OF 1987 ORAL

THE ION J E PILCHER

Can Government state when it was decided that expatriate managers
at GSL should have their electricity, waler and telephone bills
and housc rents paid for by the company and can Government state
the total cost of these payments to date?

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMUNT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, under the existing Management Agreement this is a
matter which falls on APA as the managers of CGSL., I understand
that APA decided to make these arrangements from the start of
operations. The Board has expressed concern over these matters
in the light of reports frem the Financial Controiler and, within
the limits of its pawer under the existing Management Agrewmnens,
is proposing some changes in these arrangements to reduce Cosis.
The total cost to date of these payments amounts to £418,000.

. SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 255 OF 1937

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, the Government is therefere gayving that from, in
fact, day one A & P Appledors had the pcwer within the Management
Agreement to actually pay their expatriate employees electricity,
water, telephene and house rents?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, Sir.

HON J E PILCHER:

Until 1986 the Auditor, when it was picked up by the Auditor and,
in fact, the comments which undoubtedly we will debate at length
when the motion is brought to the House, was that there was a
tremendous amosunt of electricity, :ater and telephone consumption
by ilhe expatriate managers., Has the Government never picked this
up befecre, Mr Speaker?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The Government is not responsible for the day-to-day management
of GSL. ’
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HON J BOSSANO:

Mr'Speaker, but is the Government not responsible for bringing
legislation to this House toc exempt it from jincomec tax?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

‘That, I think, is wha% would noirmally be called a rhetorical
question.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, when it brought the legislaticn to the House in March,
1986, was the Government aware that it was legislating to make
this money exempt fiom income tax?

‘HON FINANCIAL AND DIVELOPMENT SECKNTARY:

Mr Speaker, I can oaly say that I was not aware thu«t the rents,
electricity and water allcwances were includeqg undev the various
inducement alilowances which were the subjeci of the tax free
legislation., I confess to being guailty myself of not actually
having been aware of that, indeed, not re¢ally uantil the Principal
Auditor drew it to my attention,

HON J BOSSANG:

And is it ngt a fact, Mr Spcaker, that in thc debate that took
place over that legislation no indication was given‘to the House
and therefore the House was not under the impression that it was
legislating for things like water, electricity, telephones and
rental payments to be tax free? The House was told, am I not
correct, Mr Speaker, that what was being legislated was the
equivalent of the 25% allowance which expatriate Government
officers get because they do not get a civil service pension?
Was that not the framework within which fthe explanation for
retrospective legislacion was brought to this House where the
Gevernment lezislated to exempt from inCome %Lix payments to
managers bac<dated to 1984, backdated to the date of incorporation
of GSL? 1Is it not a fact that *he House was given to understand
that this is what was being passa2d?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I don't remember thc¢ particuiars but I am sure that there are
two different things zaltogether, sne was an exemption from tax
which required an amendment to the legislation and the other one
was the condit. ions of employment under which the people were
brought here from the beginning. We wnu:ld not have Lo hawve any
legislailivuit for thac purpose,
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HON J BOSSANO:

But wasn't the Government asked at the time who we were passing
the legislation for and in respect of what? Did they know at
the time that they were legislating that they were bringing to
the House a Bill backdating it to 1984 in order to exempt from
income tax nayments of which the House was not told about? Did
they know it and digdn't tell the House or is it that all of us
passed the law thinking we were doing one thing when, in fact,
it appears we were doing something else?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

"I am quite sure that the law that was passed was done because
under the terms of ODA, as I recollect it, pcople paid urder
ODA are exempt from %tax and we passed the law, it had notiing
whatever to do with the question of rent allowances and payments
of services, That is, surely, a matter of contraci baztween +he

officers corncerncd and the company employing them. You would uot
require to bring here any legislation to exemnpt people fTrom

5
somebody else is responsible for them, The question of tax is
completely-different because it is a penaliy on everybody an<d
these people, because the money was - -coming from GDA we brought
the legislation exempting them from tax,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, isn't it not the case that every other employee of
GSL would be taxed as a benefit in kind if the company paid his
rent? '

MR SPEAKER:

The insinuation which I think is being made, which is correct, is
that since these allowances form part of the remuneration they
are not subject to tax and they are deductible, as a matter of
fact.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

But it requires an amendment of the tax legislation.

MR SPEAKER:

But no tax is being paid where everyone else does pay tax.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Taxes on earnings.
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HON J BOSSANO:

No, Mr Speakcr, am I not correct in understanding the position

and I would like the Goverpment t0 correct me if I am wrong, 1Is
it not the case that had the Government not passed the legislation
that it did in March, 1986, the £418,000 paid in respect of remnts,
water and electricity would have been benefits in kind subject to
income tax under the existing Ordinance and that, in fact, the
legislation that was passed in March, 1986, hud the effect of
exempting these £418,000 from income tax although no one was fold
that that is what we were doing?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

They are bcnefits in kind which when the legislation was passed
for as long as the money came from ODA the Commissioner deait
with them as if they were exempt from tax. He does not prnpose
Lo allow that tc happen once the money doesn't come from ODA, He
will have tec put that into the assessment as beinz benefits iu
kind in lieu ¢f money, like company cars in Englan' and so cn,

HON J BOSSAN®:

Mr Speaker, 1s it the case then that ODA specifically approved ihe
disbursements of ODA funds for this particular purpose? That is
to say, is it the case that Che £418,000 have actually been
identified as coming from the ODA contribution and no: from any
other source of Government income?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

It is not possible to make that identification., It may have been
possible to make it in 1984 when the company had no trading
income but as soon as the company began trading, one cannot say
that they were paid out of ODA funds or that ODA money was used
for that., ODA provides a certain sum of money, of course, for
working capital and start up expenses and they have a reasonable
idea, on the basis of the forecasts which are made, of what rhe
requirements would be, But I don't think it would be correct to
say that ORA approved those individeal paymenis.

HON J BUSSANG:

But isn't that, in foct, specificaily what was iegislated, Mr
Speaker? Surdciy, if we pass a law here which we were not happy
with, which says that inducement allowanles are non-taxalle, the
inducement aljowances must be identifiable if we are not going to
create a leceophole in the law which ca: allow pecople to be paid
whatever they like and provided thecre is some remofe connection
with ODA they get away with it, surejy, that was not the intention?
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5.,
HUN FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SuCRETARY:

No;, Sir, that certainly wasn‘t the intention. Actuaily we are
now trespassing on to Question No.260 and the information I am
going to give the Hon Member was, in fact, going to be provided

in answer to, that, The relevant legislaticn which we passed in
the llouse says that any inducement allowance or gratuity paid %o
an individuag recruited from outside Gibraltar and employed iy

or seconded to a company wholly owped by the Government of Gibraltar
and paid either wholly or partly allowance or grants originating
from the Overseas Davelopment Administration and until the end of
the last tax year in July the Commissioner of Income Tax satisfied
himself that for the purposces of his interpretation of the law,
the individuals could be regarded as still being paid partly in
1984, I think, they would have been wholly bout in 1986/87 i% was
partly. With the end of this fTinancial year :nd by virtue of the
"fact that the remaining amounts still to be drawn from ODA are all
clearly indentified to specific prejects, I think there is about
£600,000 still outstanding for capital prejects, the individuals
can no longer b¢ regarded as being partly paid out of OUA funds.
In other words, the Commissioner will be operating without the

law if he were to continue to allow them to have these benefiis

in kind tax free, either benefits in kind or,; .indeed, the
inducement allowances which is the subject of the Hon Members

next question. That is, broadly speaking, Ihe position.

MR SPEAKER:

So I think the position is clear, whether it is correct or not
is another matter but you have the information which you can use.

HON J BOSSANO:

I would like to ask one further question on information, Mr
Speaker, because we are talking about expatriate managers at

GSL. In fact, we have got one expatriate manager who is the

" Finance Manager who was appointed by the Government following the
advice of the Price wWaterhouse Report. Is that expatriate manager
an expatriate manager that.has bhis electricity, water, telephone
bills and rent paid by the compzny or not? ‘ '

HON FINANCIAL \ND DEVFKLOPMENT SECRETARY:

The answer will be ycs, but he is also an expatriate manager who
is governed by the Laws of Gibraitar

HON J BOSSANO:

And therefore in his case he has to pay tax although the others
don't, is that correct, because he is pnot paid by ODA, presumably?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT OSECRETARY:

Tax has to be paid on the benefjts in kind and inducement allowince
wilth effect from the lst July, 1987,

IION J BOSSANQ:

Mr Speaker, the appointment of that narticular manager was not
either partly, wholly or remotely paid by ODA because this was
not part of the ODA funding, this was a decision of the Govern-
ment of Gibraltar subsequent (o the Price Waterhouse Report paid
for by the Government of Gibireltar,

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Sir, not paid by the Gevernmeni of Gibraiiar,

HON J BOSSANO:

The Price Waterhouse Report was not paid for by the Government
of Gibraltar?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SFZRETARY:
I am sorry, yes, but not the Finance Director.
HON J BOSSANO:

Well, the Finance Director has been pzid out of GSL who is
getting Government money, Mr Speaker, Is it the case that the
Finance Manager is considered by t he Government to be funded by
ODA?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No, Sir, neither the Finance Manager nor anyone else with effect
from the lst July can be regarded as being funded by ODA.

HON J BOSSAND:

And 1 am taiking prior to that given that Lthc appointment of the
Finance ilanager was a Governient dacision based on a Government
commissioned report and conseguenily would not have been envisaged
in the ODA funds provided %o *he Company.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

v

I am sorry, 3 don't really understand the significance of the
Finance Director.
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MR SPEAKER:

The éignificance of the Finance Director as far as thc Hon
Leader of the Opposition ig concerned is the fact that sincs his
salary is being funded by the local Government and since no ODA
funds are being used for his salary, therefeire the benefits must
be taxable as|income because the only reason why -the other
benefits are not taxable is becausc it is funded by ODA and this
particular appointment has nevcr been funded by ODA., Is thatﬂ
correct? ’

HON J BOSSANO:
Yes, Mr Speaker,
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

It could be recgarded as being so, in terms o7 the legislatios
partly un*il the end of the recent tax year, that was my poini,
that all GSL expatriate staff could and, indeed, were regarded

as having fallen within the ambit of that definition.. Subsequentiy
legal advice was taken and it was cConsidered that beyond the =2nd of
the 1986/87 tax year this was no longer applicable and the Finance
Director would, of course, be subject to that ruling.

MR SPEAKER:
In other words, he falls in the same category as the others,
HON J BOSSANO:

I don't agree, Mr Speaker, If the Government has taken legal
advice and as a result of the legal advice decided that they are
now able to subject these payments to income tax after having paid
£418,000 on which no tax has been paid, has the Government sought
the advice of the Attorney-General given the previous ruling,

for example, in the case of the stevedores, that people who had
acquired rights could not have the law changed to them and only
new people could have the law changed to them when it came to
taxation on benefits? Is there an analogy in the interpretation
of people's expectations of legal rights in the two cases or has
t he Government not looked at this possibility at all?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
I am not answering ~ that,
HON J E PILCIIER:

May I ask Government if they have 4old Mr Michael Casey in
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looking at the Management Agreemeni. to look at terminating these
inducement allowances becausc does the Government think it is
necessary to have that kind of inducement to bring managers Uto
Gibraltar, Mr Speaker?

HON CHIEF MINISVER:

The brief to Mr Michael Casey was given by the Board but I
knowing what he knows or I think my knowing what he knows ahout
Gibraltar he is bouni to take all these factoyrs into account,
HON J BOS SANO:

Can we be told what the brief is, Mr Speaker?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Noo

HONM J BOSSANO:

is that confidential?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, it isn't confidential. I am assuming that he will take
those matters into account. I am not making any statemenis. I
am trying to be helpful.

HON J BOSSANO:

I am grateful to the Hon and Learned Member who is trying to be
helpful, he would be helpful if he answers, Can he tell us whatl
the brief is, the brief that Mr Michael Casey has been given by
the Board to renegotiateecess.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, I don't,; that was given by the Board,

HON J BOSSAND:

Is it that the Government doesii't know?

MR SPEAKER:

I think the answer is that they don't want to give it to you,
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HON J BOSSANO:

Which is it, that they don't want to give it?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I am not prchared to answer that., The answer simply is the
Board has appointed him, it has the sanr~tion of Ministers and
that is the end as far as this llouse is concerned,

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Government say whe“h2r as well as approving the appoint-
ment of Mr Casey, the Government approuved the brief of Mr Casey?

CHON CHIEF MINISTER:

I am not saying nc, I an saying I cannotl say,.

HON J BOSSANO:

HHe cannot say or he will not say, Mr Speaka ?

HON CHIEF ﬁINISTER:

I will not say.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon and Learned Member say whether it is
intended Lo keep the Casey Report secret now like he did the
last one?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I wish the other one could have beepn nade public, I can tell him
that. ’

HON J BOSSANO:

He is still in time; Mr Speaker, we awill.

HON CHIEF MINTISTER:

You may do many things, ycu hope, but all I am telling you now
is that the macter is under considerution and the question of
publication will be considered when the Report is given.

HON M A FEETUAL:

Can the Hon sdomber give a oreakdown of the £418,000 in terms of
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telephone bills, electricity, watcpr and rents?
MR SPEAKER: |

No, that is not information. You have got i4?
HON FINANCIA& AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

|

!
Yesy, I am always happy to give the information when I have gog
it, Mr Speaker, Coulild I, first of ail, svipulate a condition
that it doesn't lead to more supplementaries.
HON J BOSSANO:
We'll see,
"JON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMARNT SECKETARY:
The amount for reat was £275,000; the amount for electricity
was £101,C00; +©he amount for water was £43,000. I haven't got
anything for telerhones, how extrsgrdinary.
HON J E PILCHLR:
Those three figures add up to £418,500. Iif you add, Mr Speak:r,
the telephone allowance the global amount will go up. Could the
Hon Member give us the amount at a later stage in this House,
Mr Speaker?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT S3SECRETARY:

Yes, if I can obtain it I will, I think there was a sort of
slight hiccup there :n the information,

MR SPEAKE R:

Next question,
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~

NO, 260 UF 1987 OKAL

THE HON J E PILCHIR

Can Government state how much of the ODA Funds have been uged *to
ralod

pay inducement allowance o expafriate managers at GSL3
ANSWER

THE! HON THE ¥INANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, it is not possible to quantify this in terms of the
Hon Member's question because the Company's working capital
requirement have beea made up with a combination of ODA funding,
cash receipts from sales and Governmeni funding but the total cost
of these payments to date is £955,000.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO -UESTION NO. 26C QF 1987
HON J BOSSGANO:

Mr Speaker, what is the rela®icaship between the £418,000 at lnast
as I understood it, the total cost tc date was £418, OOO so what is
the £955,000 he nas just given us? :

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The Hon Member has asked me for inducemesnt silowance which is
separate, a separate matter Jrom the rent, electricity. water and
telephone, this is a separate figure.

HON J BOSSANO:

In fact, on top of the rent, water, electricity and telephone there
are other inducements. Can the Hon Member tell us what the other
inducements are?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I am sorry, these are the inducement allowances which are regarded
as necessary to induce expatriate managers to come to Gibraltar and
work in Gibraltar bnlprepalr. I have identified separately the
figures for housing, electricity and water and I regret that I scme~
how managed to miss the telephones frem this but I do hope I have
made the definition clear. i

HON J BO3SANO:

I am grateful to the Hon Member because, clearly, I had assumed
incorrectly that the total inducements were taken up by electricity,
water, telephones and rents, OL ca:;V, working In Gibrepair,

Mr Speaker, is suci a disagreeadle thing that tnat is insufficient
inducement., What I wculd like tc 4now now is what does the other
inducement consist of? How is it worked out?
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HGN FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT JECRETARY:

It is simply an allowance. I think the nearest equivalent would
be the MOD exratriation or oversseas service allowance. It is an
zllowance built on to btasic salary.

HON J BOSSANG:

And how is tLe oversess allowance worked out, Mr Speaker?
!

HON FINANCIAIL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETAKY:

I am sorry, this is z matter I cunnot ssy hecavse it is a matter

of detail. I am giving the Hon Mewber the information and I am
telling him the principle which is certainly one which I am
familiar and, indeed which was of course exp:ained in the debate
when we passed the particular legislation but I cannot tell you how
it is worked cut in euach individual vcasge.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, what we are saying then Zs that the expatriate nare. e~
ment then get a maneger's salary which we are nct clear what it is,
an overseas inducement allowance which we don't know what it is but

which we know costs £im, electricity. wa%eree.a-s.

HON J B PILCH:zR:

No, £1m on top of that.

HON J BOSSANO:

The £418,000 is not included in the inducement allowance?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

No;, it is not.

HON J BOSSANO:

So the inducenent allowance alone on top of the salary and or top
of the rent, water, electricity and telzsthone cost £im. Is that
inducement allowance ziso tax free, ¥r Spezaker?

HON FINANCIAL aND DBVELOPMEINT 5ECPLTARY;

No, that inducement aliowance has bhzen tax free until the start of
this finsncial year,

HON J BOSSANC;:
And is the Z%% graiuzity in lieu of pension although there are no
[a]

£
ES
pensions for anrbody else, is that on top of this or is that
encompassed by the Zlm in inducement allowances?
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HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARI:

The legislation is worded in an omnibus way and cleariy any
gratuity would come within the legislation. I am not sure i anay
expatriate smployee other than pernaps the late Mr Brian Abboti
would have been entitled to a gratulty because of their conditions
of contracte

HON J BOSSAIO:

But at the end of the termination of contract, am I right in thinlking
that if there is a 25% gratuity similar to the one that is paid in
the Gibraltar Government, is hat in addition to this or is that
included in the figures given?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
It is included in the legislation and I assume it is included
inducement btut it is not 25%, 1 am very sure it is smaller ¢t

HON J E PTLCHER:
¥» Speaker, what we are asking is, is the inducement ailowance€escece

MR SFEAKER:

It is clear %that the inducement allowances which have so far been
paid which is £955,000 does not include, as yet, any retirement
benefits whichh the expatriates will receive at the termination of
their employment. Is that correct?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRsTARY:

That is my understanding, Mr Speaker, yes, but there cannot have bsen
very many ol these because the company sasn't been in operation for
very longe.

HON J BOSSANO:

But that is still to come. Will the Hon Member be able to tell us
if not now when the motion on the accounts comes, what that
consists of, if it is not 25% which we assumed it would be?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT S BCRZTARY:

What I will do for the Hon Member if I can obtain the informatioc
by this afternoon 1 wilil try anu let him have, first of all, the
telephone allowance which I am sorry was not included here and also
whether there is any eiement of gratuity included in the inducement
allowance figures which 1 have given him, that was the £955,0C0 and
whether that should be included, is included or whether it should be
in additions I will attempt to do that by the time of the dsbate.
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HGHN J BCSSANG:

Mr Speaker, would he be able to obtain for us the amount cf the
total cost of the expatriates which I assume is included in the
total vage and salaries bill of the =sompeny? That is te say, the
accounts show the cost of employing all 800 including everybody

from the Dir¢ctor down, what we would like to lLnow is how much of
that is the ?ost ¢f the expatriatese.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Yes, I will %ry and get that figure for him,; My Speaker,
HON M A FEELHAM:

Could the Hon Member confirm, in fact, that from the figures he
has given, £14m relates to about 7% of the £28MDeccnea

MR SPEAKER:

.You can work that out for yourself. You are sezking cenfirmatior
of infow «tion that you know, . Next questione

59



19 10 87

NQ. 2561 OF 1927 ORAL

THE HON J &K PTLCHIP

Has Government now made any representaiion to HMG to provide
further RFA work to GSL?

ANSWER

TI[E :ON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, the matter has been raised informally at various levels
but Government considers that it has not been opportune e make
formal and detailed representations either hitherto or at this
junctures

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 261 OF 1987

HON J E PILCHER:

is the Government, Mr Speaker, still thinking <f making runreseqxutlons
to Her Majiesty's Governmert at a future date?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

I den't want to, as it were, trespass on political ground here,

Mr Speaker, but the Goverament considers that it cannot really make
formal representations at this juncture given the present atmosphers
of industriel unrest and uncertainty over the present and future
trading position of the companye.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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NO. 267 OF 1987 ORAL

THis HON M A FEETHAM

Has Government now considered what course of action to *take
‘regarding i*s proposals for a Talfizi Zivil Service Pension 3cheme?
ANSVIER

SIS

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Yes, Sir. The Government has decided that for the time being it will
take no action on the proposals for a Unified Pension Scheme. The
matter will, however, remain under reviews.

.
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NO, 2673 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON M A FERTHAM

When does Government intend to take a decision on the claim by
Mr Clive Power regarding his pension rights?

THE HON THE ATTORWEY-GENERAL

The Government took & decision on Mr Power's claim regarding his
pension rights early in 19799. On the 13th February, 1973, the
Establishment Officer wrote to Mr Power in the feollowing terms:-
"Further to your interview with the Establishmet Officer
and your latest letter dated 5 9 78 it is regretted that
your request to retain pension rights in respcct of your
previous service as a Public Health Inspectcr cannot be
approved,

As you1 may no doubt be aware there is at the moment uo local
legisiation in force by which your request could be approved',

SUPPLEMENTARY TO qUESTION NO., 263 OF 1987

HON M A FEETHAM:

las Government reconsidered the case in the light of representations
which have been made, for example, I have made representations on
his behalf to the Chief Minister?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

There were many representations. I think that is the Government's
final decision. Many representations had been made in the past and
Mr Power was given, I believe, a provisional answer that the matter
was eing looked at. That is the final word on it, that letter I
read out. Mr Power was fully aware of the circumstances when he
asked to be re-employed by the Government of Gibraltar. I prefer
not to go into these personal letters, quite frankly, in this House,
Mr Speakery I am quite prepared to show the Hon Member the
confidential file which I have but from one of the letters when

Mr Power asked to be re-employed by the Government he fully under-
stood that he had lost all his pension rights which had accruzd to
him during his term of office as a Public Health Inspectore.

HON J BOS3ANC:
Can I ask, Mr Speaker, the Government has now decided not to proceed
with the Unified Civil Service Pension Scheme. Did, in fact, the

Unified Civil Service Pension Scheme provide for situations 1like the
ones affecting Mr Power not to happen?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

1 cannot answer that; Mr Speaker, but of course, as the Hon Member

is fully aware, it muvst be continuous service to gualify for a pension
under the existing legislation and I believe Mr Power's service was
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broken by either two or three months. I cannot honestly say whether
the proposed Unified Pension Scheme ‘covered such a case as thise.

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Government not accept that if I am correct in thinking
that their proposed ncw Pension Scheme did swsy with this proviso

it must follow rationally that it is Government policy to do away
with the proviso otherwise why propose this Pension Scheme that does
away with it?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

I cannot go into that, Mr Speaker, vecause I don't know whether the
Unified Pension Scheme said that. I don't know the details of the
Scheme at alle

HON J BOSSANO:
" Is it the Government's policy tc do uway with this proviso or not?
HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I cannot syeak as to the policy but it has been in the Pension
legislation for a long, long time that continuous service only
counts,

HON J BOSSANO:

I am well aware that that has been there for a very, very long time
but the Government had been saying for the last six years at least
that they wish to change the Pension Scheme and my understanding is
that this ie one of the things they wished to change. If that is one
of the things they wished to change it must be Government policy that
it should be changed, surely, otherwise why do they wish to change it?

HON ATTORNEY--GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I just cannot answer that because I don't know, I don't
know what was in the Scheme and I don't know what Government's
policy is on the matter,

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, does asnyvedy on the Covernment have a notiocn of what Governmat
policy is, M» Speaker?

EON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Government policy was to rcview the FPension Scheme on terms that
would have been acceptable and which were beneficial both to the
Government andto the cmployzes. Since only the areas which were
beneficial to the ¢mplcyees were acccptable, we gave them and we have
had to stop with the rest because otherwise we would have gone on

for years without any proper agreement across the board,

63



5

HON J BOSSANO:

Surely the Government will confirm that, in fact, what they wished
to do was to introduce a common pension scheme for industrials ancd
non-industrials which clearly were improvements for the industirials
and less beneficial for non-industrials. But is it not the case
that they included in that a provision which would have eliminated
cases like the one of Mr Power and if that is the case and I assume
they know whak their pension scheme is if they want it, if hat is
the case, then surely it must be because Government is in favour of
doing away with this provision?-

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, the whole thing was one big overall scheme whersg there
were all sorts of areas which would have helped in many ways both

sides. Now there is no policy to change the pension scheme at all
and the good and the bad have got to go with that decision because
of lack of progress and I think we have gone a long way away fror

Mr Clive Power,

HON M A FFEETHAM:

Will the Hon HMembsr confirm .that Government do not consider what has
happened to Mr Power to have been an injustice. ’

MR SPEAKER:

No, you don't have to confirm that. Government dcesn’t stand in
judgement as to what is right or wrong, that is not information.,.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Can Government confirm, in fact, that the break in service was two

months because Mr Power had a serious grievance with the Department
and then was re-employed within two months, can Government confirm

that?

HON ATTORNEY~-GENERAL:
It was within two or three monthse.
MR SPEAKER:

I don't think we are entitled to go into the reasons why #Mr Power left
the service and joined again. Whether he is entitled to have his
benefits taken into consideration for kis previous employment is
another matter.

HON M A FEETHAM:
Mr Speaker, there is a moral issue involved,
HON J BOSSANO:

I thipk the point, Mr Speaker, although the Hon and Learned Member
said he had gone away from the case of Mr Power in my references to
the Unified Pension Scheme, the reasom why I am asking is that if
there is something in the exisling pension scheme which Government
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may think to be legally correct in the sense that that is what the
law says but morally undesirable because ideas change over time aand
we update all cur laws then, surely, if they were prepared to correct
what would be considered an anomaly in any other pension scheme
anywhere in the Buropean Community to deprive peopleecesase

HON CHIEF MINISTEKL:

: |
That is wide rknginga
HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, cuan the Government state whether,in fact, it is not the
case that under the Urited Kingdom Civil Service Pensicn Scheme this
would not happen?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

If you put a question down in due course it will be answered.
BON J BOSSANO:

Doesn't %tue Government know what the UK Pensicn Scheme is?
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Hon Memter hasn't got a clue of how Government works, it is okvious.
I hope if they ever do they will learn that how can one Member make a
statement here of what is happening in Europe and whal iz happening

in UK just because it happens to suit the ensemble here to be able to
say that. The whole pension scheme was an attempt to formalise and
regulate a number of things some of which were of benefit to the
employers and generally. That didn't progress, it fell, all the

good things and the bad things fell, we are not going to keep the

good things, the goodies for one and the baddies for the other, that
is a simple action of Government and that is thate If it carries some
injustices, well, there are other injustices too.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Will the Chief Minister confirm that, in fact, I did point out in my
representations in writing that the UK Departments in Gibraltar, not
in EBurope, in Gibraltar, allow the situation if somebody were to
leave a Depariment and was re-employed within twelve months that he
would have continuity of service provided he met certain conditions?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I am not going to deny what the Hon Member wrote to me, I don'%
remember, I krow he wrcte to me about Mr Clive Fower but I haven't
got the correspondence to confirm this or the other. If he says &
probably he said it, it doesn't take the matter any further.

hat,

HON M A FEETHAM:

Will the Chief Minister confirm that that represen*ation has been
taken into account because I haven't had a reply from the Chief
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Minister, in the decision which the Hon and Learned the Attorney-
General has conveyed to this House?-

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I have replied verbally to :the Hon ember that it is very undesirable
that Ministers or Members of the House should get involved with
individual c78es of civil servantse.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Will the Hon Chief Minister confirm that if he has no recourse to
anywhere else and he is getiing no satisfaction, then he is perfectly
entitled to approach any Member of the House?

MR SPEAKER:

That is a matter of opinion. Next question,
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NO, 264 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J L BALDACHINO

Can Government state when they intend to allocate the North
Pavilion Government Quarters?

| ANSWER
|

Sir, the quarters at North Pavilion were allocated on the
13 October,_1987.

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 264 OF 1987

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Can the Hon Member state if all the persons who were allocated a
quarter at North Pavilion are serving civil seoxvants?

BON ATTORNEY.--GENERAL:
Ves, all serving local civil servants.
MR SPEAKER:

Next questisn,
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NO., 265 OF 1287 ORaL

THE HON J C PEREZ

When does Governmenit expect the Fnlice investigation into the
Public Works Department to be completed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

I am informed by the Commissioner of Police that provided co-
operation is forthcoming from Public Werks Department officers and
certain other pevrsons the time required to complete his investiga-
tions will depend on what other evidence comes to light.

After consulting with the Commissioner of Police I have decided to
supply & copy of the Principal Auditor’s Report to the Lawyers
acting cr behalf ¢f the Institute of Professional Civil Servants
and oun khalf of Gunac Limited. These coples were delivered late
on Friday afternoon the 16 October laste.

Although the questiion asks 'when does Government expect the Police
investigation to bte completed' I would stress that this is a
matter for me as Aittcrney-General and NOT for the Government of
Gibraltar. It was my decision to request the Folice to investigate
this matter., It was also my decision to release copies of the
Principal Auditor's Report.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 265 QF 1987

HON J C PERBZ4:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member supply a copy of that Report to the
Cpposition on a confidential basis given that those being
investigated have now got a copy of it?

HON ATTORNEY=GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I wuld prefer not. I provided copies to the solicitors
acting on behalf of the IPCS and on behalf of Gunac Ltd because

I wanted to get the inquiry moving. I don't want to provide any
more copies to anybody on a confidential basis or, indeed, on any
other basis,

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon and Learned Member state whether he has
a fallback position in respect of gettirg the investigation under

way %f notwithstanding that he has given the Report there is still
no ceccperation in certain quarters?

HON ATTURNEY-GENERAL:
No, I haven’t because hope springs eternal. This is the thing that

they have been demanding 'we will notu cooperate until e see a copy
of the Principal Auditor®s Repecrt'. They now have the copy. 3Suretry,
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they cannot find another excuse [or non-cooperation. I haven't

got a fallback position I just hope that they will see sense at
long last and.cooperate with what is a Police investigation. I

have given them what they asked for,; now their duty is to cooperate.
HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, does the Hon Member not have Llegal powers to make sure
that the Police investigation actually proceedu?

HEON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
If I had legal powers I would have used them by now.
MR SPEAKER: , .

Next questione
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NO, 266 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON M A FELTHAM-

When does Government intend to bring to the House legislation to
protect employees in the event of the insclvency of their
employers as required by Community law?

THE HON THI MINISTER FOR LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

A final draft of a Bill to bring the above legislation into effect
is now ready and will shortly be submitted to Council of Ministers
for their consideration. It will then be referred to the Labour
Advisory Board fer their views before the Bill is brought before
the Heous=.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 266 OF 1987

HON J & PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, @an I ask the Govermment that since they are now
committed to bringing before the House a Bill as required by
Community law, that if from now until the Bill is brought before
the House and passed, can they not agree therefore that if that

is their commitment within companies that are 100% owned by them
" they should respect thecseces

MR SPEAKER:

No.

EON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker; I am asking whether the Government is g0iNngeecesso

MR SPEAKER:

That will come when the Bill is put before the House.

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, I am asking if the Bill is hot brought to the House
before the close down because of insolvency of any of the companies
owned by the Government, will they respect that they have a moral
commitment which they have already proved by bringing a Bill before
the House?

HON DR R G VALARINO: .

Mr Speaker, I don't believe I need to answer that question.
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HON J BOGGANO:

Mr Speaker, the company was nearly put in liquidation in July of
this year. Had the Yovernment legislated as required by Community
law, the cocmpany would have been covered by that law. If the
Government through its own delays does not have the law ready, does
it accept it has a moral commitment to act in accordance with its
own laws even 1if the law has not been implemented because of its
own delays® It i1s a very simple guestion, the answer is yes or no.

MR SPEAKER:

The question which is being asked is since there is now a commit-
ment by Government te bring legislation should a company, I think
it is GSL, go into liqguidation prior to the legislation coming into
effecty; is there a Government commitment to treat the circumstances
then as if tae legislation had been passed?

BN CHIEE mINISTER:

Well, I imsgine the same thing cculd be said now but when the

legislation 1 teiore the House th: date of its implementation is
a very important matter.

HON J BCSSANO:

The point, Mr Speaker, if the Hon and Learned HMember will listen
carefully is, we are saying there is a requirement to pass this
legislation. Weo wers told about it a considerable time ago, in
1986, We have had already a situation in 1987 where the Govern-
ment owned company GSL said publicly that it was nearly in ligquida-
tion and that is still being floated about today. Clearly, if the
Government had done in 1986 what they said they were going to do
they would have been obliged to comply with that law,.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
If it applied to the Government,
HON J BOSSANO:

If it applies to the Government. One assumes that the Government
is not geing to legislate for other people and not apply it to its
own employees. In any case, it would not apply to the Governmait
because it would be applied to GSL which is not the Governmet
according to the Government. The Hon Member therefore must under-
stand that we are talking about & private company, according to him
and noi the Government, but a2 private company which is 100% Govern-
ment owned.

HONMN CHILF MINISTER:

The lion Member wants to make so many points that he gets it wronge.

I wasn't talking about the difference between GSL and the Government
at ally I was thinking generally of laws thet apply and whether they
apply to the Crown or not, I wasn't thinking on the merits of that
at all, I am taking it purely as a lawyer that sometimes you don't
apply tuv the Crown certain things,.

7



HON J BOGSANO:

We are not concerned with the Crown at this stage. What we are
.concerned about is, we are saying if the Government said in

1986 they were going to introduce this law and here we are at the
end of 1987 and the law is not there and we have already had one
instance in mid=-1987 where GSL announced that it was touch and go
whether it went into liquidation, had it gone into liquidation
and had the law been passed in 1986 it would have been covered,
We are saying to the Government, will the Government accept that
should that be repeated before the law is passed they because
they have got a dual responsibility as owner of the business and
as the people required to bring the legislation, will act in-
consonance with their legislation because that is logically
consistent, If that is their pelicy then they shouldn't, in fact,
deprive people of whatever rights the law will give them which we
don't know yet simply because we haven't got round to passing the
law., It is straightforward,

HON CHIEF MINISTEL:

When the Hon Member started asking this questicn, I wasn't awere
of this but he may be satisfied to know that the draft legislation
-which is going to go to Council of Ministers is in pursuance of

a requirement of @ Council Directive of the Common Market of 1987/
‘'EEC of the 20th October, 1980, that is law anrhow.

HON J BOSSANO:

In fact, people are alréady entitled to that?
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I would imagine so.

HON J BOSSANO:

Fine, if that is the case, we have been told in the past, Mr
Speaker, that Directives did not apply automatically, that it
was Regulations. That is what we have been told until today.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

The Directive directs Member States to implement the provisions of
the Directivce The Directive would be followed; I have no doubt,
by the Gibraltar Government as we have to follow Directives and if
the Directive is applied to us and I think .this one does, so I
think the Government would quite clearly impleument the provisions
of this Directive. We are now complying with the last paragraph
of the Directive of putting it into legislative form.

HON J BOSSANO:
What we are saying is that they would still comply with it even

though the law has not yet been put on the Statute Book, that is
the position? .

72



HON ATTORNE?uGENERﬂL:

I think we Qill have to.
HON J BOSSANO:

That is all we wantcd;
MRSMMKW{

!

Next question.
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19 10 87

NO., 267 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J L BALDACHINO

Can Government state whether they intend to proceed with the
Committee Stage of the Labour from Abroad Accommodation (Amend-

ment) OrdinaPce?
ANSWER

THE HON THl MINISTER FOR H#ALTH AND HOUSING

Government has received a number of mpresentations on this Bill,
and these are currently being studiede No decision whether or now
to proceed with the Bill has therefore yet been taken.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.‘267 OF 1987

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Can the Heoxr Member state from whom they have received the reprecenta-
tions?

HON M X FEATHERSTCNE:

Yes, Sir, representations have been received from a number of
landlords -and from the Chief Envirormental Health Officer as well.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Didn't the Hon Member when he was moving the amendment in this
House state that he had already contacted the landlords on this
issue and that the landlords were in favour of this?

HON M K FEATH=ZRSTONE:

I think the landlords have had second opinions, Sire.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Can the Hon Member state why the landlords have had second opinions?
MR SPEAKER:

Surely, you cannot expect the Minister to say why the landlcrds
have had second opinions. They have thought about it and they
have made further representations but he is not in a position to
say whye

HON J L BALDACHINO:

The Hon Member, Mr Speaker, said that he had already made contact
with the landlords and other bodies and now he has said that the

landlords have had second opinicns. Can we have the reasons why
they have had second opinions?
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MR SPEAKER:

I think you are entitled to sk whether he can make clear what are
the second opinions. The reason why the second opinions are
motivated are not within the privy of the Minister.

HON J L BALDﬁCHINO:

Can we have the reason for the objection to passing the amendment?

HON M K FEATAERSTONE:
Yes, Sir, a number ¢f landlords feel that if the law is passed then
these persons would fall under the Landlord and Tenant Ordinance

and rather than hove that they would terminate the tenancies of the
persons concerned, :

HON J L PRALDACHINO:

Can the Hon Member state whether if they don't pass the amendment
or if they cdon't pass part of the amendment the Laboux from Abroad
Accommcdution Ordinance as it stands at the moment is contrary to
BEC reguirenents”

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I don't know the answer to that one, Sir.

HON J C PIRE4:

Mr Speaker, when will the Government be in a position to state
whether they are going to proceed with the Third Reading of the
Bill and, if not,; give the reasons why they are not goirg to do
so?

HON M K FEATHERSTCNE:

By the next meeting of the House of Assembly.

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione
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19 10 87

NO. 266 GF "1987 ORAL

THE HON J C PEREZ

Has Governnient now taken a policy decision in respect of the
issuing of licences for satellite television?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, SPORT AND POSTAL SERVICES

Sir, althcugh at the last meeting I informed the Hon Member that
a decision on this matter was imminent, technical and planning
problems have arisen which have required further consideration.

I would also like to mention that the Standing Committee on
Broadcasting, a Committee set up by the Government, has also been
discussing with GEC the question of Satellite transmissions,.

However; I can assure the llon Member that proresals will shortly
be put to Ministerse. ' :

76



19 10 87

NO. 269 oF 1987 ORAL

THE HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO

Can Government confirm whether they intend to give any financial
assistance to the Small Islands Games participants in respect of
their recent trip to Guernsey?

ANSWIER

-THE HOR THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, SPORT AND POSTAL SERVICES

On the 28 September 1987, the Gibraltar Sports Committee cousidered
an application for financial assistance from the Gibraltar Island
Games Associations A grant has been identified specifically for

this purpose and is in the process of being paid to this Association.

SUPPLEMENTARY 70 QUESTION NO, 269 OF 1987

HCON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:

Can the Minister say what amount is being granted, Mr Speaker?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

The grant was £1,700,

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:

Mr Speaker, does the Government think that this money is sufficient
considering that the Committee spent something like £28,000 towards
the trip?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Mr Speaker, the Association representatives who were present at

the meeting of the Gibraltar Sporis Committee indicated that all
expenses for the Guernsey Games had been met and that they were
only seeking to lay sound foundations for future participation.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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19 10 87

No., 270 OF 1987 ORAL

b ' THE HON R MOR

How much extra funding has been made available for B/TEC courses?

ANSWIR

THE HON ﬂHE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, SPORT AND POSTAL SERVICLES
! :
|
A request from the Gibraltar College of Further Education to
set up, inter alia, two additional claesses for two B/TEC Courses,
during the current academic year, was approved by Government at
an estimated cost of £6,000 up to 31 March, 1988,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO GUESTION NO, 270 OF 1987
HON R MOR;:

Mr Speaker, can the Governmeat conyirm that this extra funding was
necessary as a result of some B/TEC courses being heavily over-
subscribed recently?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Yes, Mr Speaker, a total of five additional courses have been
approved in total but the extra couirses on the B/TEC side which
is the specific question that the Hon Member has asked was as a
result of the results of examinations ecnd more demand.

HON R MOR:

Mr Speaker,; according to a press release vwhich the Government
issued the College Principal had identified a need for these
courses in mid-September, The Government also said in the press
release that they did not hesitate in authorising the necessary
expenditure. Is this correct?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

The College Principal identified the need for the four additional
courses in mid-September and since then the Government had to
look whether the courses were actually required and it is not a
simple matter. We are talking dout public funds which require
accountability and therefore it took some time but I think that
at the end of the day the Principal personally reacted quickly
and I think that the Government itslef also reacted quickly in
approving the funds.

HON R MOR:
Mr Speaker, can the Government then exvlain why on the 29 September
a communication was issued by the College Administration informing

the students and the employers concerned that the courses were
cancelled?
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HON G MASCARENHAS:

I am not aware of such a communication. I shall find out from my
sourcese

HON R MOR:

Mr Speaker, if {he Hon Member is not aware I am aware and, in fact,
the letter explcined to the students and the employers who were
giving the students day release that the courses could not be held
because additional funds were not forthcoming and unfortunately,
following =n assessment that they made it was nct possible to offer
these coursess

HON G MASCARENHAS: .

Mr Speaker, as far as I am concerned the request for the funding
was made «nd the matter was considered by the Government and approved
within a rolter of dayse.

HON R MOR:

Mr Speaker, I can inform the Hon Momber that on the 30th September
I got in touch with thelirectnr of Education and he toldme that he
was not swarc of vhat was going on at the College, that he had not
had any representations made to him and he said that he was going
to investigate and let me know, When I rang up a couple of days
later he said that the matter had been looked into and that
additional funds vwere being applied for from the Government,

HON G MASCARENIIAS:

What is the cquestiong Mr Sgeaker?
HON R MOR:

Are you aware of this?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Of course I am aware of this.

HON R MOR:

Mr Speaker, if you have a situation where on the 29th September
the courses were cancelled and after the Ovvosition intervened in
the matter the matter is resolved satisfactorily, how can the
Government now z2¢cuse the Cpposition of trying tou score political
points?

MR SPEAKER:

With respect, I don't think that has been said.

HON R MOR:

It has been said in the press., Mr Speaker, for your information,

the press release says that it did not require the interventicn

of the Opposition to get the matter going.
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1ION G MASCABENHAS:
Mr Speaker,ll.reiterate that it did not need the intervention of
the Opposition, if that is what the Hon Member wants tc lmr.

HON J .BOSSANO:
When was the decisicn taken, Mr Speaker?
HON G MASCARENHAS:

Mr Speaker, the decicion was taken at the Council of Ministers
meeting on Wednesday, K 7th October., The Opposition release came
out on Tuesday 6th Cctober after the Hon Member was fully aware
of the situation that the paper was ging to Council six days at
least previously.

HON J BOSSANQ:

Why did the Hon Member allow his Department to send letters to the
students and the cmployers cancelling the courses before a decision
had been taken?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Mr Speaker, I have already said that I am not aware of that letter

having been sent. If it was sent ii was sent from the College and
not from the Education Department. I am only telling you that as

far as I was concerned the matter was dealt wiilh promptly when it

got to the Department of Educaiion.

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Hon Member not agree that it is not unreasonable for the
Opposition to assume that the Minister xnows what is going on in

the different areas of his Department and that we were consequently
reacting to representations from students and employers on informa-
tion received that the courses had been cancelled which is perfectly
reasonable?

HON G MASCARENHAS: ' : .

Mr Speaker, what the Hon Leader of the Opposition cannot expect

is for any amount of money to be afforded to any Department within
the Government without any proper control. At the beginning of

the financijal year a proper assessment, a reasonable funding was
made for the College of Further Education and it transpired that in
mid-September as a result of examinations and new demand new
courses were required. That is the end 0f ihe matter and -the
Government reacted to hat.

HON J BOUSANO;:
How much money is involved, Mr Speaker?
HON G MASCARENHAS:

Mr Speaker, tne amount of money involved is £10,000 although the
question sypecifically asked on B/TEC courses amounts to £6,00C.
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HON J BOSSANO:

Does the Hon Member think that in the context ofthe Budget for
Bducation that is a major increase in expenditure?

HON G MASCARIENHAS:
Absolutely %Oto
HON J BOSSA&O:

So does the Hon Member not agree then that it is reasonable to
assume that if they have given a commitment in this House that
the facilities for bL/TEC courtes will be created given the new
rules in the public service which require the obtaining of this
qualification for promotion, that the Covernment would, in fact,
ensure that the resources are available to enable the people who
want to study to do the course.

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Of course, lir Speaker, but nobody is clairvoyant and we were not
to know that there would te more dewand for ccrtain types of
courses.

HON J BOSSANG:

Can the Hon Member say, in fact, whether the money is going to be
met within the existing vote of the Department or whether he is
going to come to ask for supplementary funde from the House?

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Mr Speaker, at the moment we c¢hall try and meet from within the

vote by virement, if possible, before the end of the financial
year, if not we shall have %o come for supplementarye.

HON J BOSSANO:

So, in fact, although the Hom Member is talking about financial
constraints and being careful about public money, thegossibility
may well be that it will not mean an extra cost at all to the
Department and that he may well meet it within the original vote?
HON G MASCARISNHAS:

Perhaps not.

MR SPEAKLR:

Next question,
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19 10 87

NO, 271 OF 1087 ORAL

THE HON J C PEREZ

Can Government confirm that an eighth telephone operator for the
international telephone exchange is going to be employed; and if
so0, when?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR MUNICIPAL SLERVICES

Government can confirm that an eighth telephone operator will be
employed. Instructions have already been issued for the vacancy
to be advertised as quickly as possible.

SUPPTL.EMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 271 OF 1987

HON ¢ BOGSANO:

Does the Miuister for Education have anything to say on the
subject, Mr Speaker, given that he sfaid it would be ridiculous for
the Goveranment to do this some six mnonths ago?

HON J B PEREZ:
Is he referring toc me?
HON J BOSSARNQ:

No, the Minister for Zducation who said in the Chronicle it would
be ridiculouvs for the Government to do what it is doinge.

HON J B PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, I wasn't quite sure what was the idea of.this
particular question in the House bearing in mind that the Leader

of the Opposition knows quite well that my view in connection with
industrial relaticons in Uibraltar is that when you have a problem
and you are able to reach a settlement it doesn't really pay, arfter
a settlement is reached, to then start waving banners of victorye.

I therefore regret that he decided to pick on my Hon Colleague,

the Minister for Lducation. If the Hon Mr Perez who is asking

the question wishes me to give him and the House the full deal with
the telephone operaters I will do so because I will not mislead :ihe
House. I think the state of industrial relaticns in Gibraltar ic
better kept if nobody claims victory. Let us all be happy with

an arrangemernt wnich was a good arrangement for both sides,

MR SPEAKER:

But you are not beinyg asked thate
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HON J B PERLEZ:

No, but it is.a word of warning. If the Opposition want me to give
to the House the full deal I will do so but I don't think it will
help anybodye.

MR SPEAKLR:

The Opposition Las asked you to reconcile your =statement with the
statement that the Minister for Nducation made.

HON G MASCARENHAS:

Mr Speaker, 1 would like to know what statement I have made to the
Chronicle. : . ’

HON J BOSSANO:

The Hon Mruber may not remember, I will remind him. Would the Hcn
Member not agree, I think i% was in a brief period when he was
sudderly announced a3 being responsible for information and then he
stopped informing after that. Wouvlu the Hon Member not agree that
in the light{ of what his colleague has said about maintaining gocd
industrial relations and having subhsequently to do settlements, it
is better net to make staterents saying that nothing will ever
happen because it might?

HON G MASCARZNYAS:

I don't recall the statement, Mr Speaker,

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, just to my that there was no ill intention at all,
I just wanted to confirm that the Hon Member was sticking by ais
agreement, that is all.

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione.
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19 10 87

| NO. 272-OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON R HiOR

Can Government confirm that they will take over the Apprentices
Training Centre at c¢he commercial yard?

ANSWER

P vt

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR AND. SOCIAL SECURITY

Yes, S5ir,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 272 OF 1987
IION 3 E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say as from when they are taking
over the Apprentices Training Centre? It is run at the mcaent
by GSL, I think, '

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, discussions are currently taking place between
the Government and GGL wanagement on matters of detail and it is
hoped to t ake over the Centre as from the 1ist January, 1888,
although no firm date has yet been fixed,

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, can the Minister give us some intimation of the cost
of running the Apprentices Training Centre to the Government of
Gibraltanr?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am afraid that at this stage I am unable to
add to what I have already said,

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Spcaker, can the Minister not confirm or agree with me that.,
again, this secms to be in Complete contradiction to the state-
ment made by the Hon and Learned the Chief iinister that no a:d
other than {or capital expenditure for running of the company
would be given to GsSL? It seems to me that to actually pay for
the running of the Apprentices Centre is, in fact, giving
another hidden subsidy tc the company,

HON DR R (G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I beliczve this is not for me to say. I think mavbe
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the Hon the Financial Sccretary or the Chicf sinister may like
to comment on this questions ‘

IION CHIEF MINISTER:

At the time when this was decided it was thought that normally
that would bb a responsibility of the Government anyhow and it
was fTclt thak this is one which is given everywhere and that
thercfore it should bz part of the College of Further Education,
That was not thought to be in any way help nor was it found
necessary to ask for.any spec:.al procedure under the Directives
at all. It was pureliy an adminictrative matter,

HON J E PILCHER:

The Chief Minister has to accépit tnat that releases the company
"from the burden of running the Aptvsentice Training Centre,.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Maybe,
HON J E PILCHER:

I think the Chief Mirister also has Lo acceps that since G3L
was one of the preferred operators because of :the Apprentice
Training Scheme, then the Chief AMinister must accept that it is
a strange way for GSL to run an Apprentice Training Centre
although I accept it is a devogation of their submission in the
first place. Does not the Chief Minister agree with that?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
This was not done by the GSL, this was decided by the Government.
HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, is it not the case that when the Government announced
in 1983 that they had chosen A & P Appledore as the preferred
operator, onc of the items mentisned in their favour was the
commitment to training within ire company's budget? If the
troining is now going to be zt the cxpense of Government rather
than the comnpany, surely, that undermines the original rcasons
which counted in their favour when they got che contract.

HON CHIEF &lINISTER:
T don't think that It was concerned dircctly with apprencices.
Apprentices nave been grained in the yuard, as | understand {t,

This is the off work iLraining that is required which is being
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undcertaken hy the College of Further Education.
HHION J BOS SANO:

Is there now a new agreemcnt as a result of which GSL will ccasc
training apprentice¢s and the Government of Gibraltar will assume
the full regponsibility becausc that is what the original
question is?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, there is a slight complication there and I am sorry that
this has come up at Question Time, I shall try and expiain :the
matter better according to my conception of the situation, if
you donft mind, in the coubse_of tire debatc tomorrow or this
~afternoon. I haven't got the matevial, I am trying to be help-
ful that is why I got up.

HON J BOSSANO:

Fair ‘enough, I accept that the Hor and Learned Membher is try.ng
to be helpful but we seem to have had an answer from the Minister
for Labour-and Social Security saying, yes, t0 a question which
as we understand is perfectly legible and understandable and

our understanding of the situation is that, in fact, we underpr-
stood it was retrospectively from the lst January, 1987. Ve now
understand that this is not Zoing to be the case, it is going to
be from Jannary, 1988, bdut our understanding of the situation
prior to the Minister's answer was that retrosbectively from 1887
the Government of Gibraltar had agreed to finance and run and
therefore, presumnably, employ the people who are instructors :in
the ipprentice Training Cenctre in GSL. Are we being told by the
Minister that on the 1lst January, 1988, the instructors employed
by GSL will become Government employees?

HON A J CANEPA:
That is wmy understanding, The Government will take them over.
HON J BOSSANO:

Therefere the company will cease Lo provide training for apprent ices
from t he 1st January, 1988, a o

HON A J CANEPA:

The Government will t ake over that responsibility.

86



HON J BOSSANO:

Which is, in fact, thc question I @sked the Hon and Learned
Mcmber, that that seems to us Lo be another €lement wherc one
of the things the company promised to do which put them in a
better light than their competitors was that they were saying
they would p%ovide @ higher igvel of training and a higher
apprent ice ibtake within their budget, 1I1f it is now going to
be outwith their budget then, surely, the Government must
accept that the fulfilment of their projections as to the
viability of the yard must be materially affected by the fact
that they are no louger having 4o bcer the cost of training
their own apprentices, Surely, if the Government were to train
apprent ices for anypody else in Gibreltar then that particular
business enterprise would be relieved of that cost.

“HON A J CANEPA:

Of course, and the Government has done suv in the past, It has
funded the cost of training apprerntices in the hotel and
catering scheme and it has put on training courses ior thc
retail trade and it has done so for the construction industry
training centre, including in somc cases even paying their
wages, )

HON J BOSSANO:

But wasn't that already being dene in the case of GSL last year
and what is being done now is much more than that, isn't it?

HON A J CANEPA:

Yes, we now have a new situation. I think it is true to say
that a factor that tcld in favour of A & P Appledore was thedr
training programme, How specific that was and how detailed it
was in respeci of apprentices I cannot recollect four years
after the event. Perhaps I think we tended to go more by Their
retraining programme, in other words, by the steps that were
going to be taken to train the pzople previously employed in the
yard and al<o by the trairing progremme that would enable locall
engaged non-industrials to replace the expaitriates, This is
really what we went {or becuusc aoprentice training is something
that we ase used {0 in Gibraitar and therefore we were not
looking so wmuch for that,

HON J BCSSANO:

Is it not the case, .ir Speaker, that in fact A & P Appledore

of fered in ctheir propesals a much higher level of apprentice

intake and that in the costing of the operation GLhe projected

results of Lhe vpereiion included, in {act, aun element of cost
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to the company for training somctbhing like 50 apprentices a

year which, in.fact, has not maoterialised, they have been taking
in 25 and that in future, cffcectively, they will not be mecting
the cost of training any bcecavse the Government is going to pick
up the bill? '

HON A J CANEPA:
That is the position; yes.
HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Government say whether, inAfact, it is the intention
that the actual payment of -the wages of the apprentices would
continue to be met by GSL?

HON A J CANLEPA:

No, we are not certain whether the wages are also included in
this., I don't think that the fuli details have yet been werked
out, I think therc is going to be¢ a process of discussion between
the Collegze, the pepartment of Labour and Social Security and the
company.

HON J BOSSANO:

But the Government can definitely confirm that there is no
elemnent of retrospection involved?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I never took that to be the case,
HON A J CANEPA:

I would have thought that it was either from a current date or
from the nearest convenient date in the future. In the
discussions that we held at the time of the rather difficult
negotiations on the wage settlement, no mention was made of it
being retrospective to the 1lst January, 1987, I don't think
anyone was thinking'that,it was going to be retrospective and
that therefore there would be a transfer of funds from the
Government to the company to take account of that, that never
entered our calcularions, :

HON J BO3SANO:

So the Government, in fact, is not aware that the company has
claimed that it was aple to make an improved offer to the pay

88



negotiations that took place in August this year onlly because
it was going to be reimbursed for the cost of having provided
training for apprentices from the 1st January?

HON A J CANEPA:

No, those whn were on a day-to-day basis concerned on the
Goverament side with the course of the negotiations were the
Chief Minister aud myself, we held four meetings including
some with the Hoxn Member opposite and in the course of the
meetings thav we two were involved in no mention was made and
therefore less sce can it.have been mentioned in the meetings
which all Mipisters collectively held. The matter just didn't
come up. If that is the impression that the company formed
that their caracity te fund the wege settlemecul was improved
by the far. that they were going to claim from the Government
rctrospection back to January, 1387, that is a matter for them.
Buf. we have nut addressed the mattaer in those terms,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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19 10 87

NO. 275 OF 1987 ORAL

THE 1ON M A FEETHAM

Can Government state which is the latest available figure for
the number of Spanish nationals employed in Gibral tar?

: ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

The latest available figure for the number of Spanish nationals
employed in.Gibraltar is 10kk4,

SUPPLEMBNTARY TO QUESTION NO., 273 OF 1987

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Minister for Labour explain how he can reconcile the figures
that he has given us to the numbers employed with the figures
produced by his Department of the new entrants coming in every month
which scens to be running at around 100 a month with people

becomins unemployed being something of the order of 10 or 15 a
month. Would the Hon Member not agree with me that on the basis of
the statistics produced by his Department of all the people who

come in and the people who go outy, the numbers left in employment
should be <onsiderably more than this?

HON DR Rk G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, there are two things here. One is the date %o
which this figure relates, that is, the 24th September, 1987, The
other thing is that at times work permits are given to Spanish
nationals employed in Gibraltar on a short term basis and this
could very well cover the points raised by the Hon the Leader of
the Opposition. ‘

HON J BOSSANO:

What I am saying to the Hon Member is, if between July and
September, Mr Speaker, something like 30 extra people are said to
be in employment and if, in fact, in the intervening period some-
thing like 150 permiis a month on average are being issued of which
something of the order of 100 a month are for Spanish nationals
and according to the Depariment the people becoming unemployed are
something like 10 or 15 a month then the figure that he nas given
for increase between July and September would appear to be the
increase for one month according tc the figures produced by his
Department. Would he not agree that, in fact, there seems to be a
discrepancy between this total and the figures that are being
produced on a monthly basis by the Department of people coming in
and people going out?

HON DR R G VALARINQ:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I haven't asked about those figures. The only thing
I can say is that this is the figure provided to me by the Department
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and therefore I must quote the aciuval figure which has been
provided for me by the Department. As far as the 24th September
I can offer the Leader of the Opposition a breakdown of the
various industries involved but I cannot discuss the arguments
that he has put forward because I do not have those figures.

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the Hon Memoer agree with me that it is desirable to have
figures thav are as reliable as possible and, i{ so, perhaps he
could provide mc with the information in more dstailed form outside
the House so that we can compare them with other information that
he hias given me?

HON DK R G VALARINQ:

Mr Speaker, Sir, it will be.a pleasure for me to do so0.

MR SPEAXWT:

Next questions
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19 10 87

NO. 27k OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON R MOR

What is the situation as regards the payment of Spanish pensions
beyond 19887

ANSWER

HE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The final meeting of the Joint Study Group is scheduled to take
place in early December after which a report will be submitted.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 274 OF 1987
HON J BOSSANO:
That would be a report to whom, Mr Speaker?
HON CHLEF MINISTER:
To the Governmerni,
HON J BOSSANO:

Are we going to have an opportunity to discuss the contents of that
report or are we going to be told what is in it?

HON CHIEF MLIISTER:

I imagine that if in the final analysis decisions have to be taken
they will have to be brought to the House and in any case I don't
know what the nature of the report is in advance but perkaps it
may be of importance that Hon Members may have it. I just don't
know, I am giving you a factual reply and that is that they have
been meeting, it may be that the report has to be sent back because
it is unsatisfactory, I don't know. The only point is that there
have been a number of meetings and the last one is due early in
December and thereafter, obviously, the report will be producede.

I would like to see what the report looks like before we decide
what happense.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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19 10 87

NO. 275 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON R 'MOR

What is the total amount paid to Spanish pensioners up to
30 September 19877

| ANSWER

THE HAN THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY

The total amount paid to Spanish pensioners from February, 1986, to
30 September, 1987, is £13%,127,008 .Uk,
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19 10 87

NO. 276 QF 1987 ORAL

THE HON R MOR

Lan Government now say whether pensioners residing outside Gibral tar
can be paid monthly?

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR 'AND SOCIAL SECURITY

No, Sir. I have lLuoked into the matter and the additional
administrative burden that would be involived is beyond the present
resources of the Department., -

SUPPLEMENTARY.TO QUESTION NO, 276 OF 1987
HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speake:y, could the Hon Member state how many of these pensions
have been identified and what extra staffing has been found to be
nceded in connecticn with this? Surely, if he has studied it and
he has rejected ity it must be becanse such a study has been under-
taken, .

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, on the question of the study, a quick study was
undsrtaken and it was found it was impossible to do so. I am glad
to say that now trere is a staff inspection of the Department and
when the staff inspeciion is completed especially of the Social
Security Section, I will probably be in a better position to
acguaint the Hon Member as to whether the pensions can be paid
monthly or as at present three months in arrears.,

HON J C PEREZ:

Could the Hon Member perhaps find out and let us know whether the
Department has actually tried to identify how many pensioners there
are who would want to be paid monthly because that is the extent

of the problem, those who would want to be paid monthly?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I belicve that if one were to ask the pensioners most cof
them would like to be paid monthly. The question of how many, I aw
sure that all would be paid monthly and this is the big problem, it
is just not one~fifth or onme-quarter, it would havas to be all bLecause
obviously it is easier for the Department as a whole rather thar have
the Department paying three-quarters of pensions three months in
arrears and then just a quarter of the pensions oue month in arrearse.
It would hardly be fair to the pensioners if one were to discriminate
in this manner.

HON J C PEREZ:

How many of these people are there? How many pensioners are there
residing outwide Gibraltar? Obviously, the Minister must know that.
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HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, I don't know the exact number but I can find out the
number concerned and let the Hon Member knows

HON J C PEREZ:

Then, Mr Speakbr, how does he know that he cannot do it? If he
doesn't know the numter of pensioners involved and perhaps what

we are talking about is an exercise of instead of sending a cheque
gquarterly sending a cheque monthly, how does he know that his
Department cannot cope?

MR SPEAKER:

The answer is that whilst he may not know his Department may.
HON J BOSSANG: o

Hiz Department may not want to do ite

HOS DR R G VALARINO:

With respect, I would wish that the Hen the Leader of thc Opposition
didn't make those side remarks. ‘'he Department has gone into ii,
they have found out, they have gone to a lot of trouble and their
advice to me is that at the moment they cannot do it. Once the staff
inspection hag taken place I will probably be in a better position

tv advise the Hon Gentleman but beyond that I am afraid I am unable
to go into any further details. '

HON J C PEREZ:

Is the Minister aware whether there is more work involved other
than having to do the cheques monthly rather than quarterly? Is
that the only difference between having to pay quarterly and monthly
or is there some extraneous work which we on this side of the House
have not been informec about?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

The type of extraneous work obviously is not one that I am concerned
with, it is the concern of the Department. If the Department teils
me that at this moment this is impossible I have to follow their
advice. The only thing I am very glad to say is that bLecause of the
staff inspection we can look at the question all cver againe. -

0N J BOGRSANGy

Is the Ministe: telling the House, Mr Speaker, that he has no%f
bothered to go beyond saying to the Department: ‘lan you do it?!
and they said: 'No, we cannot do it' and he hasn't asked why,
is hat what he is telling the House?

HON DR R G VALARING:
Mr Speaker, Sir. I have been to the Department and I have spoken’

to several members of the Department nn various eccasions. This
is my usual practice. I don't iend to be dictatnrial as the fHon



the Leader of the Opposition seems to be but once I am convinced
that it cannot be done with the present staff I am afraid I have

to accept what the Department and specially the Virector of Labour
tells me and I can only hope that the staff inspection which I have
tried to hasten as much as I can, especially regarding this as one
of the major points, will enlighten me in the future.

HON J C PEREZ:;

Mr Speaker, what has he been told by his Department to convince

him? “The Minister comes here and he says that his Department

cannot do it and then he says he has been convinced by his Department
that they cannot actually do it, what are the arguments that have
been used to the Minister to convince him that this cannot be done?%

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speakei'y, I would hate to get involved in what the Department

said and what I would have saide. I would have thought the

Osposition Members would quite honestly accept the fact that I -nave
done quite 2 lot of work in this field, that the Department including
the Directocr have said it is not possible at the moment and that we
ghall lcok into ihis in the near future. But as to what has been
2id between the Department and mysell, to sume extent it would be
invidious to start discussing the wheole issue here at this stage.

HON. J BOSSANO:

It is very difficult to maintain the same rhythmn of delivery as

the Hon Member does that is why, I suppose, by contrast I must socund
di ctatorial to him and we certainly do not want a verbatim report

of his conversation with the PVirector of Labour with occasional
'emms' and 'aaahs' otherwise it could e a very long time before

we get the final answer. What we want to know is, if the Hon

Member has sincerely tried to find out whether this is possible what
compelling arguments in terms of cost, manpower and numbers inveclved
have they put to him which are facts that he must have at his finger-
tips that have convinced him so that he can convince us and we can
let the matter rest?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, I certainly hs ve the facts, I do not have them
here but if I do stand up as a Government Minister and tell the
Opposition Members that I have looked into the matter and assure
them that it cannot be done.I would have thought the least they
could do would be to accept my sincerity on the subject and the
truthfulress of the sukject and accept hat a stafs inspection will
be carried out when prctably at the nest House of Lssembly iy they
care to repeat the samc question or a similar type of question J
will be able to inform them further.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, with all due respect toc the Hon Member, why should we
give him the benefit of the doubl that he has done his homework

on this one when he has got an atrocicus record in.this Hcuse of
never knowing what he is talking 2bout three-quazters of the time
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he stands up.J We will certainly put the question to him again and
hope that this time round he does look into it.

HON DR R G VALARINO: -

Mr Speaker, I have tried to be as gentlemanly as possible. I
certainly do not think that the last remarks made by the Leader of
the Opposition are sensible and I consider ithem to be below the belt.
I would have}thought 3.f he has any dignity he should retract them.

g _
HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, I can tell the Hor Member that he hus got an audacious
cheek because every Member of this House knows the truth of what

I am saying and we will certainly with each *below the belt' we will
give him an opportunity to defend himself.

MR SPEAKER:

" Order, that s the end of the questicne Next question,
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19 10 87

NO, 277 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J L BALDACIIINO

Can Government state what Estates have been p ainted and what
amount has been spent from the figure of £456,000 shown in
the Improvemqnt and Development Fund Zstimates of 1987/88,
Head 101 -~ Hqusing, Subhead 157

!

ANSHER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the amount spent to date in this financial year is
£50,773, :

At Laguna Estate 6 blocks have been painted to date. At
Glacis Estate 1 block has undergone remedial and decorative

workse. A '

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 277 UF 1987

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Can the Hon Member state if he intends to spend the remaining
amount in this financial year?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Sir, at Laguna we have so far painted six, we hope to paint
another four Lefore the end of the financial year., We have
also earmarked out of ten blocks at Glacis Estate including

the wo Tower Blocks, seven will have undergone remedial works.
In actual fact if we take the non-payment of £41,000 in
connection with the Glacis Estate, George Jeger lHouse, the sum
would have come up to £100,000 and if we include the two blocks
at the Alameda Estate which are the subject of a controversy
over Gunac, that would have been another £100,000, So in actual
fact within six months of the financisl year we would have used
approximately half of the sum allocated.

HON J L RALDACHINO:

Could the Hor Member 2lso say if the Estates he has mentioned
are the oniy ones that are to b2 painted or are there others
that will be coverzd by the remaining £400,0007

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, no. Though we have other programmes for other
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. » : .
individual buildings, as Estates go the threce.major Estates
are Glacis, Laguna and Alameda, '
HON J C PEREZ:
Did I get the Hon M2mber right, is the only work scheduled for

Glacis complete which is the George Jeger one is or is there
more work scheduled for Glaois?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPLANT:

No, I did not say that, I said seven will have undergone, at
the moment only the iwo Tcwer Blocks and George Jeger have been
done, A total of seven will be done, :

.JIION J C PERLZ:
And it is included in that sun?
HON MAJOR & J DELLIPYANI:

It is included in the sum of £456,200,

HON J BOSSANG:

Mr Speaker, if in fact, for easmple, in the Alameda Estate the
reason for the non-painting ¢f that £state is what the Hon
Member has tveferred to as the Controversy invelving the tenders,
what is to stop somebody else doing the painting? Why doesn't
the Government go ahead and give it to somebody else if the money
is there and they think it needs painting?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPYANI:

Obviously, Mr Speaker, there are legal implications as to how the
re-~award of the tender has to be done, I think it would be

unfair on any one who has tendered not to be awarded the tender
for whatever reason. If somebody else dogs this tender it means
that the pecple on Lhis tender list according to priority will

not be given the chance to t ake effect the tender that is supposed
to have been awarded. I suppoce that is the reaseon,

HON J BOSSANT:

Surely, Mr Spezker, the pcople that the Minister has to be fair

to are the taxpayers and the tenanss, This is not a business

of being fair te tenderers or vdeing fair to contractors., If the
Government feels that the tenants in its houses deserve to have

their houses painted and there is a problem involving oné
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contractor, why should the tenants be penalised and why should
the Government suffer by having its property deteriorating
because they are not painting it?

IION MAJOR F JIDELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, iL is easy for the Hon Leader of the Opposition to
make those remarkse I do not award tenders, 1 have nothing

to do with the legal aspects of tenders. I just said what 1
thought might be the reasons why the tender has not been
awarded to gsomebody =lse or the whole tender question nas not
been reallocated again or put out to tender &gain. I am saying
that because I am not a legal man and I don't control the way
‘the tenders are put out. My main concern is that the tender is
done as scon as possible within the framework that I can work
with, If comebody tells me: ‘'Minister, ycu can do it thais
way'! I will do it,

HON J BOZ3ANG:

Didn't the Hon Member, in fact, in the last House of Assembly
in answer to my questions say that theseMpenders, the ones for
the Alamedsa Estate, were still with the Treasury Tender Board
and that he didn't know why they hadn't allocated it? Isn't
that the answer he gave me in July? Y

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Yes, and they are still with the Tender Board.

HON J BOSSANO:

And they can stay with the Tender Board presumably forever more
and the block never gets painted, is that it?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, the whole thing is subjeci to the inquiry.

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, since the Minister has alluded to legalities and
technicalities, could we have the Hon the Attorney-Gecneral
answering whether it is possible to contract out or give this
tender out to anybody else pending the inquiry?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I don't know the position of this, I haven't . been listening to
the exchanges, I must confess, I cun discuss it with the Minister.
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and find out ‘what the position is. I must confess, I haven't

been listening to the exchanges, 1 just caught on at the end.
HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, %an the Hon Member state that there have b een
tenders put put for the palinting of different Estates and is it
correct then that the company which is under investigation at
the moment have put in a tender for ¢very painting job that has
to be done on the Estate, is chat the case? '

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, may I correct one statement that the Hon Member

has just made, The company is not under investigation as far
"as I am concerned. The company, as far as I know, has tendered
for the blocks at salameda Estate, that is all I krow., I cannot
remember any otheér building that the ccocmpany has tendered for,
I can specificalily remember, becauss I mexnticned it in July,
that the company in question tendered for two blocks at Alameda
Estate and that is as far as I know the extent of the works
which this _company has tew dered tor., I would .like to make it
quite clear to Members opposite, as they haven't had the
privilege of being in Government, that for my part, as a Minlstler,
I tend to shy away from all things connected with tenders,

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Therefore, Mr Speaker, if that is the case then there is nothing
stopping the Government frecm putting out terders to do the jobs
other than the ones at Alameda Estate, is that correct?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

I see no reason why this should not be so and I think I have
more information in another questinn relevant to problem
buildings. )

HON J C PEREL:

Mr Speaker, just to clarify iLhe pecint, 'The Tender Board never
allocated Alameda Estate to any company, is that the position?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPTIANI:

Mr Speaker, the pesition is that the Tender Board has not
awarded publicly the tender for the two Alameda blocks. Obviousliy,
they musit have met and realised which are the venders, which 1is
better and which is worse, but thesy have not notified any of the
tenderers who was sug¢cessful and who vasn't.,
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HON J BOSSANO:

Is it not a fact, Mr Speaker, that what is under investigation
is that even before it was awarded publicly the company in
question scemed to know they werc getting the tender, isn't that
part of the proklem?

MR SPEAKER:
The matter, in fact, is '‘Sub judice,
HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, I can easily answer that, I. am surprised how
quickly everybocy in Gibraltar knows what .the fender figure
is., In actual fact, as I have been in the business myself,
what happsns is that you have a deadline, sey, twelve o'clock
tomerrow, nhune of the tenderers will speak to each other until
ten minutes past Lwelve., Once the tenders have been put into
the box they all scem to meeat and they say: 'I submitted
£50,000' so by logic they know which is the other one's tender
and usually, but not always, the lowest tender is the one that
is awarded so t he tenderers themselves, because they belong to
the Master Builders or-whatever, they won't tell each other
what they are going to tender for but as-soon as the envelopes
are ir the tender box they speak quite freely.

HON J BOSSANC:

We won't go, Mr Speaker, into how the .companies share the
tenders amongst themnselves, that would require a full blooded
debate, I believe, But what I would like to ask, in fact, if
the conditions of work being put out to tender are such that the
Government is free to allocate the tender to whoever they want
be it the lowest or the highest and if there is a problem
because of this particular company and if the Government feels
that thers is a necessity to paint these blocks and if the
Government nas provided the noney in the Improvement and
Development Fund, is there anything to stop the work proceeding
with somebody €lse? That is t he guection,. . ’ ‘ ‘

“HION MAJCGIL F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Spcaker, I have already stated that it is a question that 3
haven't got the expertise to answer, I have tried to answer as
honestliy as possible like my friend the Hon Dr Valarino.
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HON J BOSSANO:
Not an example you shculd follow.

ITON MAJOR F J DRLLITIANT:

=

But what I can say is, speaking as a layman, that if I was a
tenderer ard I Lhought I was successful and vor whatever

reason I wasn't awarded that tender and they gave it to some-
body else under a new tender procedure, I think I weuld sue the
Gavernment,

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, on another aspect, there is still work to be done
in CGlacis, only one block hus been done in Glacis by the s ame
company and under direct allocation., Is there anything
stopping that work from leing put cut to tender or given to
another company?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

No, Sir. Four more blocks at Glacis Estate are programmed for
remedial and decorative works during the current financial
year - Brother O!Brien House, Portmore House, Goole House and
Gustavo Bacarisc House,

"HON J C P:ZREZ:

Will that be put out to tender?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Yes, obviously.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

He has mentioned that there are still four blocks left to be
done in lLagtna «nd seven in Glacis, am I correct?

HHON MAJOR F J DITLL1iPIANI:

Yes,

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Is it that all the blocks in Laguna will be painted and all the
Glacis blocks will be painted or will some of them not be painted?

If that is the case why not?
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, there are thirty-four blocks in Laguna Estate. Ten,
we hope, will have been painted by the cnd of this year, that is
ten out of thirty-four, There are ten blocks at Glacis Estate,
seven blocks(will be painted hy the end of this financial year.
The reason why we are not painting all is that if we painted

all we probably wouldn't have the money for it, we have other
works to be done in other areas which we congider worse of f than
the se particular blocks in the Estate, I would love the whole
of Glacis Estate to be painted because I live in one of them and

you will notice that I haven't included mine,
HON J L BALDACHINO:

Can the lon iMember say, if I have uaderstood what he has just
said, that his Department has chosen to paint ten blocks, is it
that those ten blocks are the ones that are in the worst
conditions? Ilas that been something that has been taken i1..to
~account when deciding which ten out of the thirty-four or is it
" something else?

HON MAJOR F-J DELLIPIANI:

Quite frankly, Mr Speaker, I don't know the bésis as to Qﬁy
these particular ten at Laguna Estate have been selected, I
would expect maybe that they were because they thought they were
in the worst condition, I houpe it is that., It could be that they
are more visible and that is why they are being done.

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon and Learned the'Attorney—General conf irm
that the direct allocation of George Jeger is also subject to
investigation? '

HON ATTORNEY-GLNERAL:

George Jeger is, yes.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member said that the four blocks were
obviously going out tO tender, did I catch him right?

IION MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Yese
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HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon Member say whether the work that has already been
done in the Laguna Estate has been done by his Department?

HON MAJOR F f DELLIPIANI:
Yes, Mr Speaker,
IHION J BOSSANG:

Then can he say why he has decided not to do the remaining work
with his Department and has decided to go %o tender and why he
has not made any attempt to consult with the union in his
Department about the change of policy?

"HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, in actual fact I might have misled the House. I
probably =id to tender, I should have said tnat thay are
programmed for this yw ar, I don't know if they are going to
tender or not, I can tell the Hen Leader of the Opposition
that if I had my way my painting section would certainly not
paint any mcre blocks becauge the productivity at Laguna is
atrocious.,

HON J BOSSANO:

What is t he Hon Member doing about the situation if that is how
he feels about it? :

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPJTANI:

If the Hon Member wouldn't cause a general strike I would sack
them all excepnt three or four guys.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, does thc Hon Member, in fact, feel like that only
recent ly or did he fcel like that when he was an employee of
the Transport and General Workers Union?

HON MAJOR F 7 DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, as a trade union member long before Mr Bossano came
back to Gibraltar 1 have always thought and 7 go by a great man
who was a Member of this House called Alberto Risso, he said 'Just
like Capitalists steal, a workman who doesn't give his eight hours
work also steals' and that is my answer, '
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MR SPEAKLER:

May I say that we arc rcally departing from the main thrust of
the question, ’

~HON J BOS5SANO:
Is the Hon Member aware that, in fact, his Department'has just
agreed a productivity agreement. with the painters in his section

which may not suprvive the remarks that¢ he has just made in this
Hovse? Is he aware of that?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:
I am aware. Mr Speaker,
HON J BOELANO:

Is he saying that he doesn't appreve of that, that it hasn't
had his approval,

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:
Mr Speaker, beCaus€s.cseco
HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, on a point of order, Is it not wasting the time of
the House for two Members to be debating a productivity agreement
that is being negotiated by the Government's Industrial Relations
Officer and Trade Union Officials? Is that what we are here for?
Is that what is being broadcast over radio?

HON M A FEETHAM:

No, sacking-people is being broadcast over radioa
MR SPEAKER:

deer, we will call_ghe ncxt question.

HON J BOS SANO:

No, Mr tpeaker, the Hon Member, not in answer to a question &Lut
quite gratuitously aand ¢f his own voluatary initiative, has

said that the productivity in his Department is very low that if
he has his way they wouldn't paint any more blocks., It is
perfectly lecgitimate as a supplementary to that to ask him if

he is aware that his Department has just in fact agreced a
procductivity ggreement for the painting of these blocks. Is it

106



10,

that it doesn't have his support?

IION MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:
Mr Speaker, it has mv support because it is the best we could do.
I am convinced that in order to be able to give the people of

Gibraltar & fairer deal, a-lot of the work should go out to tender
and not be rone by the Public Works Department except in very

specialist i{ields.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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19 10 87

NO, 2786 0orF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J L BALDACHINO

Can Government state when they intend to start the refurbishment
of %9/hk1l Town Range?

ANSWER
There arevno plans to refurbish 39/41 Town Range.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO @JESTION NO. 278 OrF 1987

HON J L BALDACHINO:

When the Hon Member says there are no plans does he mean there are
'no plans in this financial year or there are no plans even in
future to refurbish 39/41 Town Range?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, my Departmnt has not been approached by anyone to
furnish plans or advice on the refurbishment or otherwise of 39/43
Town Range. ’

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, on the 24th March, 1987, in Question No. 112 of 1987,
the Minister for Housing stated: ‘It is proposed to eventually
rehouse the tenants living there and improve its conditions »¥y
refurbishing it in the manner that was carried out at 70, Prince
Edward's Road'. 1Is that not the case, has there been a rnange of
policy on the part of the Government precisely on 39/41 Town Range
or is it still Government's policy that they will do it eventually?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Sir, at the time of answering this question to the Hon Member there
were no plans or reguests in my Department for giving a brief as to
what to do with 39/41 Town Range. I can say that as far as I am
aware one of the areas which were burnt out I think has been
alloccated to a club so it could be that the place which has now

been decanted could be put by somebody else to another use. I would
remind the Hon Member that we act as the agents to the Housing
Department and, indeed, to other Departments where we advice,design
and in some cases actually construct or refurbish or decoratc on
their behalf. As far as 1 am concerned, and I replied to this
question on thursday morning, I have no indication or brief from any
other Government Department as to what they wanted to be done in ths
area which has been damaged by fire recently. ‘

.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, to clarify the point, I am not referring to what was
involved in the fire. What I am referring to are the cubicles that
people are still living in, that is what I am referring to. Can the
Hon Member then confirm that the Housing Department has nct approached
Public. Works to carry out refurbishment on the cublcles?
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HON MAJOR I J DELLIFIANI:
i :

Mr Speaker, I will answer again. I wrole this on:Thursday and I
had not seen an approach by Housing saying: 'This is what we want
done'. They might have thought about it, talked dout it but as
far as I am concerned, and I am trying tobte as helpful as possible,
on Thuroday I had not seen anything saying 'This is what we want
done at 9/4# Town Range'.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Seeing that the answer I am getting is from the Minister for Public
Works, Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Housing state if he still
intends to carry out refurbichrent at 39/41 Town Range. or will he
approach Public Works to carry out those repairs?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I think there has been a little mix up in the address 39/41 Town
Range, which my Hon Colleague has ta.:n to be what was kxnown as
‘La Cueva's, The area that we wish to have rehabilitatzd is the
area further up Town Range wricii is as you =ay at the mcment,
cubicles,

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member when I asksd Question No.l12 of 1987,
said that the address I was giving at Prince Edward's Road did

not exist and he gave me thait cddress, that iz, La Cueva; and he
mentioned La Cueva and I am askiag about that address because that
is the address he gave me. Is ke saying that La Cueva is another
address now?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I can say catcgorically now that it is not the Department's request
to have La Cveva rehabilitated after the fire, it has been allocated
to a club who are going to rehabilitate it at their own coste.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

We are talking at cross purposes. The cne I am referring to, so that
the Hon Member knows, is 'El corredor de las viudas', I think that is
what it is called.

MR SPEAKER:

I am beginning to get confused. Now we have gct the cubicles, ‘lLa
Cueva' and 'Bl corredor de las viudes'.

HON J L BAI.DACHING:

What I am referring to are the cubizles which is also called 'El
corredor de las viudas', that is what I am referring to. Is
Government thinking of eventually refurbishing that as was answered
in Yuestion No. 112 of 19877
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HON MAJOR F J, DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member. is referring to 39/41 Town Range,

I don't care what he calls it there is nothing there for refurbisn=-
ment. If the Hon Member is thinking of another pluce and it is a
different number I will look at the different number if he gives it
to me and I will check what is going on but J camn tell you that up to
Thursday we ere not refurbishing 39/41 Town Range.

MR SPEAKER: !

Next question.,
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19 10 87

NO, 279 OF 1987 ORAL

THE IHON J L BALDACHINO

Can Government state how many of the 1,359 pre-war Governmment
housing stock are considered to be problem buildings?

ANSWER

oo e 00 s et

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Yes, Sir. ‘The number is Nine.

SUP PLEMENTARY TO  QUESTION NO, 279 OF 1987

HON J L BALBDACHINO:
Can I have a breakdown of the nine?
HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Sir, Police Barracks 30, Castle Road; Police Barracks 34,
Castle Road; Jumper's Building; 4, Rodger's Road; 2 Richard-
sonk Passage; Hargraves Barracks; 62, Prince Edward's Road/
1, Gavino's Dwellings; 15, Town Range; 1/3, Rosia Lane,

HON J L BALDACHINO:

M1 Speaker, if I have got: the answer right he said nine, There
are more than nine in Rodger's Road alone., How can there be
nine, there are about eleven in Rodger's Road.

HON MAJOR F J DELLIFIANI:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member has asked how many buildings, he
didn't ask -how many flats, I have given him buildings and 1
have given him nine because 62, Prince Edward's Road and
Gavino's Dwellings is considered as one so if he heard ten it
was nine,

HON J RGSSANO:

Mr sSpeaker, is he saying in answer to the guestion that ning
out of 1,359 are problem buildings? That is te say, that fthere
are 1,350 pre-war Government houses which are not problem
buildings, is that what he is saying? Because the answer of
nine must be in relation to the question.
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Sir, what I am saying is that we have talked of pre-~war
"Government housing stock and out of that housing stock nine
buildings are involved, I am not saying nine flats are involved,
nine buildings and some of them have a considerable number of
flats, The Police Barracks betweer them pirobably hhave some-
thing like thirty or forty flats. '

HON J BOSSANO:

Then can hc say how many of the 1,359 pre~-war Government housing
stock are fTocund :n what are considered to be problem buildings?

HON A J CANEPA:

But the question is not ciear if the Hon Leader of the Opposition
will Yook ot it closely. What is housing stock, is it units or
buildings? 1,353 what, units ¢y buildings? What is housing
stock?

MR SPEAKSGR:

May I ask you a simple question, are there 1,359 pre-war
Government housing stock or are there 1,359 pre-~war Government
housing units?

HCN MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

My Speaker, it is a very simple answer to a very simple
question. I have only answered what the Hon Member has asked.

MR SFEAKER:
I am asking vou to answer my question.
HON MAJOK F J DELLIPIANI:

Yes Sir, I will answer your question. Ile has mentioned the
figure., He asked: 'Can Goverament stale how wany of the
1,359 pre-war Geovernment housing stock' and then he asked me
‘aroe consideired to be problem buildings?' He doesn't ask nme
if they ar= considered to be 'problem housing stock - problea
buildiugs. So I have given him the answer, c¢here are nine
problem buildings. TIf he had asked me 3,000 flats I would have
given him the answer in flats. He has asked me in buildings
and I have replied in buildings. If he wants to rephrase that
and come to my office I will work out how many flatls there are
in these buildings,
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HON A J CANEPA:
- If you take away nine from 1,359 it won't make any sense, no?
HON J BOSSANO:

It won't make any sense and therefore for the benefit of the
Miaister for Economic Development who wanted to know what we
meant I woild refer him to the Government Abstract of Statistics
whicn the Goverament publishes which 1s where according to the
Government it is stated that there are 1,352 pre-war Governmcnt
units wherever there may be, buildings, houses or whatever, and
therefore in the Government housing stock tlhere is a table,

Mr Speaker, thet says: 'Government housing stock - pre-war
1,359', We find it odd t hat the Government should not know where
the 1,350 comes f rom since they publish the information. And .
the question that we want to know is, how many of those 1,359
winich we den't know where they ar:z and we don't know whether
they are single buildings, multi-storey puildings or what kind
of buildings, how many of them are considered problem buildiags
by the Governmenrt? So if the answer is that there are nine
buildings but the answer is not that those are nine out of

1,359 then how many of the 1,359?

MR SPEAKER:

What you are being asked now is how many units are found tc¢ be
problem buildings.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, the question has been misunderstood or whatever
it is and I think the answer is for the Minister to get the
figure and send it to the iember and let us get on with the
questions. We are taking about seven minutes per question.

IION J BOSSAXNC:

Mr Speaker; the House meets infrequently enough.

HON CHIEF MINISTEK:

Yes, but not to be Lored with evehy supplemcntéry for every
questicon which comes from every Member by t he Leader of the
Opposition,

HON J BOSSANO:

We are all entitled toask as many questions as we like, Mr

Speaker. The Hon Member may muzzle the AACR, he cannot muzzie
the GSLE, '
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MR SPEAKER:
Order, ordsr,
HON J L BALDACIIINO:
Mr Speakecr, majy I @3k the Hon Member whether he will give me
the figures, after this clarification, of what it really
means?
HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:
Yese. ’

MR SPEAKER:

Next quc st.on,
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19 10 87

NO., 280 OF 1987 ORAL

_THE HON J C PEREZ

Can the Minister for Public Works supply the House with the
department's programme for the current financial year in
respect of the following:
(a) external painting of pre-war buildings
(b) works on prcblem buildings
(¢c) remedial works to balconies?

. ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

The Department's programme for the current f¢nanc1al year is
as fol.ows:

{a) External painting of pre-war buildings
‘ (i) Bado's Building
(ii) 46 Castle Ro=zd
{(iii) 11 ¥illis's Passage
(iv) 22 Castle Ramp
{v) 10 Road to the Lines
(vi) 312/14 Road to the Lines
(vii) 16 Road to the Lines
(viii) 22% Main Street
(ix) Maxwelton
(x) South Pavilion
(xi) Police Barracks Scud Hill
(xii) 25 Scud Hill

(b) Works on Problem Buildings

There is currenily no programme of works for problem buildings
with the exception of Gavino's Dwellings, as in all other cases,
commencement 0f work depends on the partial or the total decanting
of tenants,

(c) Remedial works to balconies

Remedial works to balconies have been programmed for commencement
during this financial year. Two blocks of flats ie Stanley
Buildings and MacMillan House will be the first to be tackled.

SUFPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 280 O 1987

.

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member say what part of the painting has
already taken place in the first six months of the current
financial year?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Propert v 4 £ 223 Main 9 ‘
p y (viii) which refs Y0 223 Main Street the tender nas
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been awarded, property (ix) that is.pending an award of tender,
property (x) which is South Pavilion has gone out to tender,
property (xi) which is Police Barracks Scud Hill awaiting Tender
Board adjudication, property (xii) has not been ccmmenceda

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, tiue Hon Member has said that thLere are no works on
problem buildiagse

HON MAJOR F J DEILLIPIANI:
I rave been answering supplementaries on pre-~war buildings.

HON J C PEREZ: .

Supplementaries on (a), now I am going to supplementaries on (b).
He has said ft.at there is no programme of works other than
Gavino's Dwellings on the works on problem buildings and he has
mention ¢d that the Police EBarracks at Castle Road are considered
to be a problem building aand we have vassed ¢ substantial amount
of money in *tle Improvement and Ierelopment ¥Yund this year for
works on that building. I know %‘nhat thers is another question on
the Ordcr Paper but it has struck me as being odd that he has said
that there was nro programme of works for this year,

HON MAJOR F J DELLTPIANI:

M Speakeir, what we have Vbeen doing in Police Barracks is making
the building as safe as possible. It is not intended to do remedial
wosks to them immediately. I can say that in slation to the Police
Barracks we have just agreed, in fact, last week to modernise the
building inside ir order that though we might lese housing units
they will be proper units:with prorper kitchens and bathrooms which
were in fact developed by the house owners before in a sort of
lackadaisical manner, it wasn't done properiy and what we hope to
do with the building, certainly with the Police Barracks, is %o
save them and & the same time reduce the number of units but
bringing the standards of units up.

HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, I think I will leave the Police Barracks for the
question on the Order Paper but it strikes me that certainly :th
amount of siomey wuich we voted in the Improvement and Develovment
Fund does not tally with the Hon Member's exmosition bui I thinik I
will leave that. On the question of the balconies, is the Hon
Member suire that the works are actually going tce commence in this
financial year? He did say that they were going to commence in
April at opne stage and then he said that he didn’t want to commit
himself because then I would stand up in the House and accuse him
cf having committen himself to something which he cannot deliver,

ne

BON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speakery, all I car say is that in relation to these two buildings
the basic problem is the balconies, and these two have been
ideutliriea &s reguiring priority and one would hope that we do *hem
this year. Certainly, it isﬂghe intention of the Department tu



start work this year. It so happens. that a lot of the work
connected with problem buildings and with balconies is to do with
engineering structures and we scem to have ‘had a bout of problem
buildings this year. I should mcntion that the staff is only one
engineer and one graduate engincer on structural engineering and
they are rather overloaded with work. I know that a lot of
advanced technical work has becu done on this, I think it is only
subject now tc probably a bill of quantities to come out.

HON J C Phrba:

Is it expected for that work to go out to tender or is the
Government intending to tackle it itself?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

I think it would be best because of the engineering involved to
go out to tendere. :

MR SPEATGE:

Next question.
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19 10 87

NO. 281 OF 1987 ORAL

| .
! THE HON J L BALDACHINO

lCan Government state what was the expected life span of White
Rock Camp huts when constructed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTLER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

The normal expected life span of a Nissen Hut is 20 years.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 281 OF 1987

HON J L BALDACHINO:

When will the White Rock Camp Huts reach the twenty years life
span, Mr Speaker? :

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

I know, Mr Speaker, that the Hon Member has said that tongue in
cheek. In actual fact we had no technical lknuw-how as to extent
of the life span of a Nissen Hut, in fact, we had toc ask the
Property Services hAgency Jor the information because we do not
put up Nissen Huts. These Nissen Huts were erected during World
War I1 so they are quite a few years old, certainly more than
twentyo. '

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione
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NO. 282 0F 1987 ORAL

THE HON J L BALDACHINO

Can Government state what is the expected life span of North
Gorge Buildings?

ANSWIER

TEL HON THE MINISTBR FOR PUBLIC WORKS

The normal expected life span for this type of pre-fabricated
building is 15 years. The building was erected in 1976 and it
is therefore 11 years olde.

SUPFLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 282 OF 1987
HON J L BALDAGHINO:

Is the 1ife span of the building also subject to the way that
it is maintained or has that got nothing to vo with it?

MR SPEAKEK:

We are now asking Ministers to give technical answers. I1f the
Minister has the answer 1 will not object to the question.

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, it is a technical question and if he had asked me
this in his main question I certainly would have given him a
technical reply. I can only give an honest man's reply. I
think that with everything in life, whether it is your car or
enything, the extent of the life of a car or of anything whicn
is manufactured or structured the more maintenance the more it
is likely to last even beyond what is quoted, fifteen years.
Yes, if proper maintenance is carried out the life span should

81
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fifteen years or more. Bqually so there are some good buildings

without any maintenance which carry on for years and years.
MR SPEAKER:

Next questione
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19 10 87

NO, 28% OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J L BALDACHINO

Can Government state when they intend to commence the repairs
of the roofs of blocks at Laguna lLstate?

i ANSWER

THI HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

The repairs to the roofs of blocks of flats at Laguna Lstate
is an on-going exercise which is carried out by PWD as the
need arises. There is no set programme as there are no
major repairs to te effected,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 283 OF 1987

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speakev, wasn't it the case that in some blocks at Laguna
Estate the roofs needed repairing and rather than car:sy out the
repairs they were going to build extra storeys because it wuld
then he cheaper *to get the units, is that the case? Weren't
some of the blocks really in urgent need to have the roofs
repaired or was this not the case?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIFIANI:

Mr Speaker, what the Government thought as a possible solution

in helping our housing problem and in avoiding the woblems that
flat roofs are causing in Gibraltar, we were trying to look

shead, flat roofs do not seem to work as well as sloping roofs

and we thought in terms of (1) giving extra housing to the

people of Gibraltar, and (2) providing these extra units on top
with a flat roof which would give us more long term protection
from the kind of problems that flat roofs give not only in
Gibraltar but to all private landlords who hwe flat roofs. Of
course, we did away with it because the expenses involved because
of safety and all the rest proved prohibitive for this scheme to

go one. At the moment what we are reacting to is individual flats
that have problems, not major problems but problems. We haven't
come across cases where, like in other buildings which I will give
the Hon Member some tips, the whole roof has been affected. e
know of individual flats which have a particular problem either in
one room or the other but not where the whole top floor has been
affected.

MR SPBEAKER:

Next question.
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19 10 87

! NO. 284 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J I BALDACIHINO

Can Government state whether the site investigation at Lngineer
House has been carried out and completed?

ANSWER

i

; THE HON THE MINiSTKR F& PUBLIC WORKS

Yesy Sir. The site investigaticn was carried out in April, 1987,
and a report on the findings was submitted to the PWD in June.
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NO, 28% OF 1987 ORAL

THI HON d C VIREZ

Can Government state what is the order of cost of the Piazza
redevelopment currently under display?

| ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

There were iwo schemes under display. The order of costs for
Scheme No.l as at 21 January, 1987, wes estimated at £200,000.
Scheme No.2 has not been costed as it was only very recently
completed, but it is anticipated to be more expensive thon
Schewe No ol °
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19 10 87

NO, 286G OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J C PERL4

Can Government state what part of the Road Resurfacing Programme
for the current financial year has now been completed?

ANSWIER

THE HON THIL MINISTER FOR FUBLIC WORKS

The road resurfacing programme was amended by the inclusion of

the Waterport Coach Park and Forbes Lane. The coach park which

was a major work vas completed on 30 July. A large backlog of
trench and pothole reinstatement work was cleared in August with
particular attention to dangerous areas .in the Upper Rock and

Naval Hospital areas. However, major breakdowns of the asphalt
plant occurred during August and September causing delays to the
programme of some 6 weeks. Furthermore the use of cold asphel®

was blacked by the Transport and General Workers Union for a period
of scme 2 weeks. At present the resurfacing of Forbes Poad is bteing
undertalzn and a section of the pavement at Furopa Road is being
realigred end reconstructed, work which must be done before the
road is resurfaced with hot rolled asphalte.

It is estimated that the resurfacing of that section of Buropa
Road will. be completed by early January after which work on the
pavements on Main Street from Convent Place to Referendum Gate
will commence, prior to the resurfacing of that section of roade

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 286 OF 1987

HON J C PEREZ:

Did he not, in fact, say at Budget time that that section needed
more than resurfacing? That the last section of Main Street

which he has mentioned needed more than resurfacing and thatis

why the Department saw fit to include it in this year's programme?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

That is so, Mr Speaker, and I haven't said anything that changes
that °

HON J C PEREZ:

No, because he actually said resurfacing. Can he say whether
the tyre of work needed involves a greater amount of funds tinan
what would be normal resurfaciig anywhere else?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

No, Mr Speaker, because though it is difficult io give an order

of cost on things which are hidden below, we have calculated that
some of the areas involved, certainly in Main Street up to
Referendum Gate, there are areas which concern us because it is not
just a question of putting on an asphal{ topping but we estimate
that we can do it with the money in our vote.
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HON J C PLREZ:
i .

And that it can be bomplete@ by April?
HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:
Barring any hiccups? mechanical or industrisl, yes, Sir,

HON J BOSSJNO:

|
Is it right, Mr Spealer, to assume Ffrom what the Hon Member has
said that the resurfacing programme, in fact, has been interrupted
by the deviation o¥ resources to the Waterport coach park?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Yes, Mr Speaker, I think I said that in my answer just now. It

was a major work as far as our smali gang is w=oncerned. I would
emphasise that if this work had gene out to tender, and here I am
giving you a perfect example how sume areas of my Department can
work efficieatly Lecause we ade enguiries of diffcrent contractors
and the cost for resurfaci.g tne area by vane of the contractors was
£169,000 whereas the cost by the Public Works Department was
£38,000. This is why I can say wiin confidence therc are some
areas where the Department has the expertise and the will to do it
properly and we can do it better %han anybody elses

HON J BOSSANO:

This is the same area; Mr Spezker, that the Hon Member had locked
out for three months because he didn't think they had the
expertise to be upbanded by one band or have I got the wrong
Department?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

No, you have got the wrong Department.

HON J BOSSANO:

Is it not the asphalt plant workers who were out for three months
because they didn't have the expertise, according to the Department?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:
Mr Speaker, I don't think this is relevante.
MR SPEAK=R:

Next questione
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19 iO 87

NO., 287 OF 1987 ORAL

THY, HON J C PBREZ

Can Government state when the in-depth survey into Bayside School
was completed and handed in to Government?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER ¥OR PUBLIC WORKS

Sir, the report following the in-depth Survey oi Bayside CompreQ
hensive School was submitted to the Government on 21 July, 1987,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 287 OF 1987
HON J C PEREZ: ‘

Mr Speaker, if the report was completed on the 21 July how dia
Government expect the works at Bayside to have commenced during
the summer? '

HON MAJCR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, because when the work was commissioned on the 28 April
a decision had been taken that the work in order that it should
progress quickly shcoculd be done on a selected tender basis and the
original idea was to have the contractor do a design and repair
tender. That means that you would be responsible for the design
or the suggestions on how to go about it quickly and he would also
do it at the same time so it was design/build programme which
because of circumstances afterwards it was cancelled.

HON J C PEREZ:

It is the same contractor that actually carried out the survey
and the works could rot have commenced until the survey was
completed or am I wrong in that?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

No, Mr Speaker, because during the course of the commissioning it
then came about that there were objections to the licence of this
particular contractor and all kinds of challenges were made and
then it was thought best that in order to be .fair we should not
proceed with the single tender thing and we should put it out to
tender but nevertheless because most of the work had been done we
said: ‘Right, carry on with the consultancy as to hLow it should
be done and that will be used in the future for a competitive
tender'. ’

HON J C PEREZ:

When was it decided that the in-depth survey should be carried out?
The Hon Member has said that the decisicn to get the in-depth
survey to be carried out was taken in April and that in parallel

to that works were going to commence, is that not true?
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HON MAJOR I J DELLIPIANL:

The original jdea was yes, almost in farallelo
HON J C PEREZ:

But it was gqing-tc be a direct allocation?
BON MAJOR F J DELLIPTANI:

Yes, it was going to be a direct allocation and then because of
certain allegations the Government, and it was & Council of
Ministers decision, decided that it wac best to accept the report
when it was completed and then the works instezd of going almost
parallel with the consultants report should go out to tender.

HON J C PEREZ:

Rut when Jid this happen? When were these allcgations brought <o
1ight to the Govermrent that the contract was. according to the
Minister, stopped in the manner that it was beiug pursnec?

HON MAJCR F J DELLIPIANI:

When the contract was challenged, not this particular contract,

this particular contract was not challenged what was challenged

was the award of thes tender to the two blocks at Alameda sstate.
When that challenge was received it was then decided by the
Government to stop the selected tenderer procedure for Bayside.

I cannot remember when it was, whether it was in May, June or July

I cannot remesmber but it was at the same time that the centractcer
was challenged in the Alameda blocks that we siopped what we thought
was a good idea by both the Minister for Bducation and wyself who
were directly concerned with the problems of Bayside.

HON J BOSSANO:

The Hon Member said that in April it was thought that the thing
would be in parallel. In fact, how did it come about that some-
body was asked to act as a consultant toc advise the Government
on who should dc¢ the work or what work was required in April?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

I think it was before April, ¥ cannot remember now the exact date
but because of the problems we had been having at Bayside we
wanted to do something quickly to react to the concern shown by
the parcnts and the teachers of Bayside and at a me cting which my
staff and the staff of the Education Department had we thought thet
the best way to solve the problem of Bayside guickly and efficiently
was to be abie to do it with a selected tender, to do it quickiy
would mean that if we went out to tender we wculd have to go out witn
bills of quantities, first of all we would have had to wait Icr
report which showed us all the faults and then the solution of thoze
faults and then we would have to design the work and then after the
design work it would have to go to a bill of quantity and it would
have taken siz months. We thoughi if we went into basics we nhad
what we thought was 2 competent contructor whae knew the problem,
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who had scen the problem, he could de it quickly almost in parallel,
as soon as he finished the report we could go ahead with it. DBut
because there were certain allegations, Government thought fit that
until the allegations were clearcd we should not go aneaxc with the
selected tender but whenever we got the report available to the
Government and the bills of quantities were prepared, we would go
out under normsl tender procedure. '

HON J BOSSANO:

I haven't asked nim about the actual tender, whether it is selective
or competitive, I have asked him about the consultancy, Mr Speaker,

Is he saying that the contracting firm selected without a competitive
tender was engaged to do both, the consultancy and the contracting?

MR SPEAKER:

Is that correct?

HON MAJCOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:
Correct, Mr Speaker.

HON J BOSSANO:

Isn't it, in fact, the case that there was a separate company
involved as a consultant?

Mk SPEAKER:
Noe
HON J C PERIZ:

Mr Speaker, at this stage what is the Govermment dcing, preparing
tender procedures for the wnole of theworks?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPYANI:

Mr Speaker, what is happening at the moment is that the report was
submitted in July and it has been sitting in the office of the
Department since July because of the Police investigations because
quite rignhtly, I think, until the staff knows what it is being
accused of they haven't wanted to cooperate.

MR SPEAKER:
But what is ihe present position?

.

HCN MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

That's it, my staff have not wanted to touch a report frem Gevernmenc,
I hepe now that the report has been made available to the solicitors
of my staftf that my starf will now get hold of this report and prepare

the tender documents as soon as possible in order to help the school.

MR SPEAKER:
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19 10 87

HO. 288 UF 1987 ORAL

THE JION J_C PEREZS

Have the consultants engaged by ‘icvernment to lock into the
future needs of refuse disposal now submitted their report?

ANSWER

Lils HON THE MINISTIER F&E PUELIC WORKS

No, Sir. Yhe consultants commenced their study in July, 1987.
A detailed analysis of the refuse was undertaken at the
Incinerator in August to determine the nature and quantity

of the reiuse. At the same time the consultants visited and
und ertook interviews at commercial and other establishments

to identify weste disposal problems in these areas.

The teim:z of the consultancy require that the report should

be submitted by early December and it is expected that the
Censultancs will submit their findings in mid December, ie one
week late.

HON J BOSSAKNO:

Aire we going o get sight of this report, Mr Speaker?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

I bave no objections to the Hon Juan Carlos Perez seeing the
report if he comes to my office when it is there. This is for
the good of Gibraltar, I have nothing to hide.

iR SPEAKER:

Next questione.
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19 10 87

NO, 289 OF 1987 ORAL

THIE HON J C PEREZ

Can the Minister for Public Works say whether the expenditure
for a computer for his department has ncw been approved, and
if so, when it is to be purchased?

ANSWER

- THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLI® WORKS

Sir, the purchase of  the computer has been approved and the
order placed, with a delivery date of mid~November 1987,

SUPPLEMENTARY T0O QUESTION NO, 289 OF 1987

HON J C PEREZ:

Did that go out to tender?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, I have no idea. I think the Government acts on the
advice of the Computer Manager as to what ig suitable for each
Department, I am not sure what the procedure is. What I am sure
and I am happy to say is that we hope to have it in November

when we will then be in a position to give him more information on
the maintenance of buildings. '

MR SPEAKLR:

Next quesiion.
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19 10 87

NO. 290 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J C PEREZ

Is Govermnment now in & position to state whether Gibraltar's
water desalination capacity is sulficient for the foreseecable
future?

ANSWER

THE HON PHL MINISTiR FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Yes, Sir. The Gibraltar Government desalination capacity is
sufficient to meet the water reqguirements of thre civilian
population for the next five years.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 290 OF 1987

HON J C PEREZ:

Of the civilian population but not sufficient fer everything other
than the civilian population, I presume. The Hon Memkser did say in
the Budget that the Department was actually svpplying Gibrepair
through the DOE and that that might create a problem for the future,
that is why 1 am asking whether anything has happened since then

to change the Hon Member's mind or does he know that Gibrepair is
going to bhe shut and therefore the extra capacity is no longer
needed? '

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, what I am saying is that the civilian population
excludes the MOD, I am not excluding anybody else. I think Gib-
repair is civilian unless the Hon Member knows something that I
don't know, I always thought that Gibrepair was civilian. It is
very difficult to talk about the foreseeable future. What is the
foreseeable future, five years, six years, seven years? In fact,
I think unless something drastically goes wrong in the way they
control the water and our biggest worry, in fact, is Gibrepair
though I think the situation has improved lately, is yes, there
is enough water for five years bul it is very hard to be able to
project these things. If it grows at the mme growth rate we will
be able to have plenty of water for the next five years. If scme-
thing drastic happens, I couldn't say. I am confident that the
Department monitors the situation very well, we produce reports
on a weekly basis of wter production and water consumption. I
think I am confident that for the next five years we have enough
water cven for Gihraltar Shiprepair unless they do something
stupid now and then. I can only say thuat yes, 1 think so.

HON J BOSSANO:
I take it, Mr Speaker, that tne Hon Member is telling us that the
projects that there sre in the pipeline have been taken into account

in his Department in projecting future demands and there is spare
capacity to deal with all of those?
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Yes, possibly, Mr Speaker, at the expense of not being able to
give to the MOD or POA, this is why we said civilian nceds.
Obviously, i% is to our benefit that we should help out the FSA
and we hope that the PSA will help us out when we are in need.

: |
MR SPBAKER?

Next guestione
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19 10 87

NO. 291 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J C PLREZ

Can Government state what extra manpower has been provided Zor
the Cleansing Department in the last 12 months?

ANSWER

| IHiE HON THE MINLSTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Yes, Sir. -Government approved six additional sweeper/flushers
for the Cleansing Section. : :

SUPPLEMENTARY 70 (UESTION NO. 291 OF 1987

HON J C PEREZ:
The Government approved, have they aciually taken them on?%
HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, I don‘t think we have taken all of them, I gather
that sowe of the candidates were nct considered suitable and

some of the candidates chosen actually withdrew their application
later so the pecple we chose withdrew fthelr applicaticne.

HON J C PEREZ:
So how many of the six posts have been filled?
HCON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

I have no idea, Mr Speaker, and if the Hon Member will bear with
me 1 will be able to give him the exact number that nave been
engaged.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, in arriving at this figure of six that the Government
has approved, is it the case that the Government cut down what
the Department considered it required or not?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

No, Sir. This was done quite a long time ago, in fact, Yovernment
approved it over a year ago, i{ I am correct. This was done in
order to improve the image of Gibraitar by having more men
available in flushipg and sweepirg. There has been nc cut, this
is to give the Cleansing Section morc manpower, more flexibility
because of sick leave and uncertif:ed sick leave and injuries and
all the rest and because of the differzsnt festivities which affect
the Moroccan latour force and they disappear and we wanted to have
more pcople to be able to be flexible in the areas we could move
them to. Unfortunately, it seems to have taken a long time befors
we can employ somevody, such a lot of procedures. A lot of the
work now has been centralised and where before Departments could
hire and discharge al will unow ii is not possible, everything is
centralised.
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HON J BOSSANO:

l :
But is the Minister then saying that it isn't true.that a year
"ago when the Uovernment approved six the Department thought it

needed twenty, that is not true, is it?
HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

I am not sa&aying it is not true or trues, Mr Speaker, all I am
saying is that I cannot remember asking for twenty and if I did
ask for twenty I would not get twenly I would get six because
this is how Departments work. IJdeally every Department wants
more manpover, it is easier to ask for more manpower than to
put your Section right, it is far ecasier to say: 'l need more
men'. I cannot remamber that I was asked for twenty, quite
frankly and I do the votes, 1 cannot remember., Probably if
there was twenty I probably asked for twerty and I got six but
it doesn't necessarily mean that we have cut down but probably
to give tre kind of service that yeple were asking for and
still demand of the Cleansing Seciron we thought we would help
them out witn an eultra six. My owz views on the maiter is that
no matter how many people we put in the Clieansing Section until
we learn to behave ourselves and be good citiizens the situsation
will not improve unless you have a sweeper hehind every persoan
in Gibraltare.

HON J BOSSANO:

Well, thal may ve an element in it, Mr Speaker, but surely the
Hon Member must accept that if there are many hundreds of
thousands extra visitors to Gibraliar then the quantity of
litter depcsited oci: our streets is linked to the number of
visitors we get and that if the departmental mazagement feel

that to deal with more litter they need more pecople then, surely,
if the Government is commitied to a cleaner Gibraltar they shoulid
be concernsd to provide the manpower that his Department thinks
is required. Would the Hon Member not agres?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, no, I don't agree with that.

MR SPEAKER:

We are arguing, with respect, we are now debating whether we need

more men c¢» whether the people are dirty. Let us leave it at
that. Next question,
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19 10 87

NO., 292 OF 1987 ORAL

THE LON J K PILCHER

Can Government state whether the tender has been awarded for the
embellishment of kuropa Point and whether they can now estimate
a completion date for this project?

THEL HON MINTSTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

No, Sir, no tender has been awarded. 'Only one tender was received
and this was well Iua excess of the funds available.

The scheme has been redesigned and sent to the Tourist Cffice
for approval and new tenders will be invited. .Therefore no

estimated completion date can be given at this stage.

SUPPLEMENTARY TC QUESTION NO, 292 OF 1987

HON J ¥ PILCHER:

Can Government confirm that this project will certainiy not get
off the ground by the end of this financial year?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

No, Mr Speaker, of ccurse not. As it appears-the contractors in
Gibraltar are enjoying such a boom that only one applies and
probably he applied tongue in cheek and gave a very inflated
tender, of course not. Whilst there is a lot of private work
around we will be the sufferers.
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19 10 87

NO, 283 O 1087 ORAL

THE HHOM R MOR

Can Government say when major works at Bayside Comprehensive
School will couamence?

ANGHWER

— s e s - S

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Government have a repont on the major works required at Bayside
Comprehensive School. -The survey was carried out by GUNAC

Ltd and the report was submitted on 21 July, 1987. Following
the announcemcnt that the Police was to investigate certain
allegati~ns made against the Department, the Institute of
Professional Civil Servants instructed its members that they
were not to decal with any work related to this Company.
Conseqgquently it has not been possible to prepare the detailed
contract documents which will enable Government to seek tenders,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 293 OF 1987

HON R MOR:

Mr Speaker, in view of what the Hon Member has said, does the
Government accept that they are incapable of resolving the
situation at Bayside despite the concern that has been
expressed? :

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Spcaker, can the Hon jember clarify in what context he uses
the word 'incapable', does it mean incapable because the work-
force is not capable of doing it?

HON R MOR:

No, Mr Speaker, 1 am referring to the Government., WwWhat is the
Government going to do if this situation prolongs?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:
The Government - and by the Government I mean the Public
Works Department of which I am the Minister - has taken
praciiczl steps in order to ensure that the winter wmonths
which are upon us do not <ause any major problems to the
school and in this context ever since we found out that the
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report was banned by the staff Lhce maintenance section has

done very good work in the bujilding in wéterproofing the

roof as much as possible, in ildentifying arcas which are witiin
"their capabilitics teo tackle and at this moment, in fact, at
half past two there were members of the maintenance staff doing
gsome modificacions to one o0f thCecoooes

MR SPEARER:

No, what you are being asked is the major works. What does
Covernment intend doing?

HON MAJOR ¥ J DELLIPIANT:

I am coming to that, Sir. As the major works are of very big
magnitude we are talking possibly either in two or three
~stages oV rearly up to £, we want to do it right and we think
tha: the report if it is now accepted by the IPCS, one of their
objections was tiat they hadn't ceen the Principal Auditor's
Peport which the Minister has not yet seen, once they had seen
the report they were quitz willing as a gesture of goodwill

to tacklc the Bayside tender documents based on the report
submitted. It is hoped that now that the Attorney-General

has released the report to the IPCS on a confidential basis,

it is hoped that the staff will now accept the fact that they
can go ahead and prepare the tender documents based on the
report, As I have said to the Hon Member, the Department is
teckling the work though'"obviously where there is a lot of
design work involved we haven't got the capapilities either in
terms of manpower or maybe in terms of expertise to do it our-
selves but what we can do we are doing and it is on a daily
basis. WNe also have, Mr Speaker, as a matter of interest to
Members opposite, a system where the Pi'D can gain entrance to
the school during weekends so t hat if there is any rainfall they
can monitor the situation immediately so that on Monday when
school starts again it is hoped that any penetration of water,
any damage that could possibly have been done can be identified
over the weekend and cleared before jonday.

HON R &iOR:

Mr Speckcr, the Hon Member has said that the PUD has done very
good remcdial work, Could he explain how it is that after
recent roing the drama studic was flooded and, in fact, the
tiling which had just been laid very recently before was atl
spoilt?
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HON MAJOR F/J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Specuaker, I have an inspecction report of the 1lOth October
which, I think was last Saturday, this is a report from onc

of our maintcnance staff: 'Upon arrival I met with Alr Cruz
and Mr Barbara' - this was on a Saturday - 'and procceded to
inspect all critical areas with the following comments - (a)
woodwork stores - no water pcnetration, (b) metalwork rooms -
no water penetration, (c¢) drama studio -- ne water penetration.
Roof was subsequently inspected by Mr Barbara showing severe
puddling, water accumulation along gutters, faults appear toc
be inadequate'. So there was no water penetration but the
staff saw that there were water puddles on the roof which
Could be a cause for problems but there were no problems. My
information is slightly more up-to-date than yours. '(d)
mains outside staif room - no wa%er penetration, (e} extension
ground floor corridor - some water ingress via ceiling light
caused by water ingress in corridor above, () extension first
floor corridor - failure with roof lights'. ’ '

MR SPEAKER:
With respect, I don't think we are going to get involved on

minor repairs or reports when we are being asked 'Can Govern-
ment say when major works at Bayside School will commence?!

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, I am answering a supplementary where he accused
the Department of failing snd that there was water penetration.

MR SPEAKXKER:

The answer to that is a simple one, say 'there is no water
penetration and my report states that that is a fact'! but let
us not get into details.

HUN R MOR:

I would like to clarify, Mr Speaker, we are not accusing, we
are actually asking for information,

HON J C PLEREZ:

Mr Speaker, turning to the major works. It is my information

that part of the major works thai need to Dbe carried out is the
repair to a particular wall which is keeping one or two class-
rooms closed., Could the Hon iember state whether this work

Could be undertaken prior to the tender papers being ready

and those two Classrooms opened with that repair done imumedintelyv?
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HON MAJOR F'J DELLIPIANT:

Sir, the question of the structural repair to one of the walls
is an on-going thing, it will be going out to tender shortly
as well, in fact, probably sooner than the problems connected
with t he wajter penctratvion. A

HON J BOSSANG:

I am not sure that 1 have been able to understand precisely
what it is that is fiolding uv the work, Mr Speaker,

MR SPEAKER:

I think it has been stated that what is holiding up the work
is t hat the Department will not prepare the necessary papers
to enable it to go out to tender, '

HON J BOSSANO:

"Is he saying that the Deportment will not prepare any documents
for any tender in any place under any circumstances?

MR SPEAKER:

I wouldn't know but insofar as these wcrks are concerned that
this is the reason,

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: .
Mr Speaker. to clarify what the Hon Member has said. The staffl,
the quantity surveyors, structural enginecrs, anyvbody who has
been involved with the tenders which have been dealt with by
GUNAC, are not prepared to tackle anyvthing by them. The
structural wall has not been tackled by GUNAC, the design work
has been done by my staff so that will go out to tender, very
shertly, too.

HON J B0OSSANO:

Then I come, Mr Speaker, to the point that I made in relacgion
to the question of The Alameua tstate where the flon Member
was concerncd about fairness, Is tnere anything to stop the
work being handled as if it had nething to do with GUNAC and
going out to tender to nther people or is it that it had
already gone to tander and was wunder consideration already
which was the argument for the Alameda Estate?

MR SPEAKER:
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:
Yes, Sir, the one on the structural wall.
HON J BOSSANGD:

That was already with the Treasury Tender Board and tenders
had already been invited, is that it?

HON MAJOR ¥ .J DELLIPIANI:
Tenders have been invited.
HON J BOSSANO:

I don't think the Hon Member has understood the question. The
work is stopped, is it stopped because GUNAC had already )
tancered for it? ’

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

I think, Mr Speaker, I have repeated this three or four times.
The tender documents have not been prepared by my staff because
GUNAC is blackad.

HON J BOS$SANO:

Fair enough but that was the reason given, Mr Speaker, in the
Alameda Estate, The distinction I am making is that in
supplementaries in relation to the Alameda Estate the Hon
Member said that since GUNAC had already tendered if they now
gave it to somebody else then GUNAC could feel that they were
being unfairly treated, But in this case if GUNAC has not
already tendered what is to stop the work being done by some-
body else and going out to tender and forgetting what GUNAC

had done already and getting on with the job? .Is there anything
to stop that happening?

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

My stafi, who are under investigation, refuse up to today to
touch anything which is connected with GUNAC. The report bhas
been submitted by GUNAC and my Department will not touch the
report. So even if we used that report and said: 'We'll

use that report for somebody else to do it' which is what we
wanted tc do after we decided in July their answer is 'No,
because it has been prepared by GCUNAC we will not prepare Uthe
tender documents for anyone else to do it because GUNAC was tne
one who prepared tha report',
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HON J BOSSANG:

Presumably, Mr Speaker, it scems to me that GUNAC secms to have
prepared the report on virtually every Govermment building,
What did the Government do before GUNAC appeared in Gibraltar,
didn't they, put any Government buildings out to tender? Can't
they forget| the report of GUNAC and get somebody else to look
at the building? Surely, it is more beneficial for the
Department and the people who use the buiiding, Bayside Schocl,
even if they have o forget the cost and write it off, at the
end of the day they may save money because they don't know how
long this is going to be held up, surely?

MR SPEAKER:
Has the Hon Minister a reply to trat? .
HON JMAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, all I can say is that 2ll this iLime we were hoping
to come to an agreement with the gtaff to tackle the report and
not waste money. We were hoping that something would happen
and we hope that now, because of the release of the report,
something will happen and the works at Bayside will continue.
We were hoping all the time that we could discuss the problem
with the staff Side and come to an honourable solution in
respect of Bayside School s¢ that the work could be carried

out as quickly as possible, It may be that I was mistaken in
my judgement and I thought I could do it quicker with this
existing report than wait for another report which in any case
would take some three months to prepare, I think there would
have been a delay even then because once the report was blacked
one still has the hepe that it will be 'unblacked' and when
does one judge or give up hope? I try to have hope all the
time because I have read the report and I thought it was a
good report ‘and most of my staff who are blacking it thought

it was an excellent report. Whether they are experts or not,
it has nothing to do with it, It is a fact that the report is
a good report and better people than myself have judged it so.

MR SPEAKER:

Next questiaon,
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19 10.87

NO. 294 CF 1987 ORAL

THE NON R MOR

"Are works on the College of Further Education proceeding according
to plan?

ANSWIR

THIE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLICWORKS

It is Government's intention to put this project out to tender
before the end of the financial year. The Architectural drawings
have beea completed and the Bill of Quantities is currently being
prepared. It is anticipated that the structural working drawings
could be prepared within a period from 8 to 12 weeks.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTEON NO. 294 OF 1987

HON R MOR:

Only last July, Mr Speaker, the Govuinment geve us the target for
completion by Decomber, 1987,

HON MAJOR F J DEILIPIANI:

Obviouely, Mr Speaker, if I gave that target the target has not
been met. I made the point of mentioning in my reply that the
structural drawings could be prepared within a period from eignt
to twelve weeks, it is precisely the structural section of my

Department which has been overworked with 4 Rodger's Road and all
the problem buildings, etc.

MR SPEAKIR:

Next questione.
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19 10 87

NO., 295 OF 1987 . ORAL

THE HON J E PILCHER

Has Government assessed what would be the impact to:-
(a) Touriﬁt arrivals to Gibraltar and

!
(b) Sleeper occupancy to Hotels

of the Sovereign Enterprisces withdrawal and the partial with-
drawal of Thomsons for the summer 19887

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTrR FOR TOURISM

(a) 8ir, Government has ascessed thc possible effect to
tourist arrivals that the withdrawal of Sovereign
Enterprise and the partial withdrawal of Themzons
for the Summer of 1988 will have, which is considered
to be minimal, llowever given the situation that the
figures available to Government are of a confidential
naturc Government cannot divulgz these figures,

(b) As regards Sleeper occupancy Government regrets any
move by Tour Operators which could affect a particular
sector of the trade., Government is actjvely pursuing
its efforts to encourage more Tour Operators to include
Gibraltar in their itinerary to counteract any adverse
effect the withdrawal of any perticular operator might
have,

Information exists which indicates that some of the Tour
Operators are in fact increasing their operations to Gibraltar,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO JUESTION NO. 285 OF 1987

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, since in Questicn No.?06 of 1987 the Minister
answercd the guestjon - this was on the Thomsons withdrawal -
of the impact it was going to have ¢n the local hotels, can the
Minister ncw state whether he has any knowledge of the effects,
he said minimal, whether that would be a minimal effect to the
hotel industry as well?
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HON Ul J ZAWMMITT:

Mr Spcaker, Sir, the answer I gave at the time of the Thomsons
withdrawal or threat of withdrawal because, of course, they
had intended to move out completecly, the figures that were
given, in fact, if I remember correctly, were afforded by the
[Hotel Assocﬁation or one of the hotels and therefore because
it was made/ public in the, I think it was the Gibraltar
Chronicle at the time, I was allowed tc¢ rcfer to them rather
than giving them out ourselves., 1 cannol quantify in so many
hundred thousand pounds or #£o many bed nights lost.

HON J E PILCHER:

Surely, Mr Speaker, when the Minister said that the impact to
the tourist industry would be minimal, he must have contacted
the Hotel Association to find out* whether that was true asz far
as bed occupancy in hotels were concerned?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, Sovereign Enterprises are, in fact, small tour
operators in the context of their ccunterparts such as Thomsons
or Intasur or the like., They afford what we calitl a trickle

as opposed o the mass markct, I think I should point out, Mr
Speaker, that I have not given up hope that we will be able o
convince them not to pull outv., In fact, during my recent visit
to UK T was to have a meeting with Sovereign Enterprise but I
think as Hon Members were over there they like me discovered
that the British Airways setup is being rehashed on the f acts
of costly and severe overheads, I think it is common knowledge
that the withdrawal of Enterprise is not having selected
Gibraltar but they have chosen a wide variety of destinations
which because of their minute movement of people were not
reaping the benefits they would like within their very large
operation. 3ut I haven't given it up and, as I said, some of
the present tour operators intend expanding and I think I can
say, Sir, that I hope next month to be able to conclude with an
entirely new and I think very worthwhile new tour operator
which will be starting up with Gibraltar.

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, the Minister after that long statement hasnft realilly
answered the question. The quesiion was has he had information
from the hotels as to how that affects them in the sleeper
occupancy?

HON H J ZALINMIVT:

Mr Speaker, nc.
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MR SPEAKER:
That is the answer then,

HON H J ZAMM__I'{"P{

: |
But I think ho is a very nice answer to give the Opposition
but I think it is not a fair answer, I say no because, in
fact, I can say that the Tourist Office as such have not been
officially informed by Sovereign Enterprise that they are
pulling out, It is the London cnd that has informed the London
Office but we have not been informed. We have not been told
officially, the London Office has gathered this up as much as
there were other threats of other tour operators moving out.

HON J E PILCHER:

Then, Mr Spsaker, in whose opinion is the withdrawal :hat is
supposedcly known in UK but not here assessad as minimal?

VION H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I think that the Hon Member is picking on words
because I think both he and the Hon Mr Juan Carlos Perez who
recently went to Britain at the time and this was only two or.
three weeks ago, there was talk of Intasun pulling oui, there
was talk of Marshall Sutton pulling out and this, I think, they
have found is not to be so. We have only got to know of the
intention of Sovéreign Enterprise pulling but we have not been
told, )

HON J E PILCH:=ZR:

Mr Speaker, the fact that Sovereign Enterprise is withdrawing
is a fTact, ‘

MR SPEAKER:

No, ask a question.

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, how can I ask a questjon if the answer in that

they have aot got official recoghition of Sovereign Enterprise's
pulling out?

MR SPEAKE R:

Then you haven't got a question to ask.
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HON J I PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, the llon Minister for Tourism in his initial reply
spolke about confidential figurcs which assesscd how minimal
it was. Ceculd the Minister tell me what confidential fTigures
hée is talkin% ahout and provided by whom?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, the confidential figures of the importance of
tourism is, in fact, the 50% withdrawl of Thomesong, that hurts
and those were the figures that were revealcd at the last
meeting of the Ilouse and I forget exactly how mary hundreds of
thousands of pounds I said was the loss to the economy or loss
to the hotel industry. All I can say is that that is a pinch
te the tourist inaustry because Thomsons not only brings
people here dirccliy by air but brings people here on a two
centre holiday by using both Gibraltar and Malaga aigport., 1If
we lost one plane ocut of the two that were coming in per week
than, of course, we were losing 5J%, that was bad and it is bad
and we hav? to try and rescue that. -

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker; can the Minister confirm that last time what hec did
tell me was that he did not need to assess the full implication
because he knew what it was, he said it was totally disastrous,
What I am asking is if the withdrawal or partial withdrawal of
Thomsons was disastrous or a kick in the chin how strong is the
kick in the c¢hin now that Sovereign Znterprise has also with-

d rawn? '

MR SPEAKER:

I think the answer was given to you, it is minimal,

ION H J ZAMMITT:

Minimal, Sir, I wouldn't like to put figures to it but I can
assure Menibers here that Sovereign Enterprise probably bring
in somethirng like fifty or sixty a week and no nore,

HON J E PILCUHER:

Mr Speaker, if I can remind the Minister of the guestion, the

question is: HHas Covernment assessed what would be ihe impact
of the Sovereign knterprise withdrawal and the partial witn-
drawal of Thomsnns?' The answer tc that was minimal. “as he

saying that the minimal c¢ffect is for 3govercign Unterprise and
a heavy kick in the chin for Thomsons? Which is it, minimal
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for the two, heavy for the two a slightly hecavy kick for Dboth?
Which is it? "

HON 1 J ZAMMITT:

Mr Spcaker, what I am trying to say is that Thomsons which is
recally the Fain worry was that they had threatened to'leavq

by summer y988. We were able to convince them to cont inue and
they said they would at least continuc with one aircraft, -1t
is between now and 1988 that we have to remedy the situation

to try and make them continue, At the moment we have lost

not hing with Thomsons, they are still coming with two aircrait
so we must try and rescue the day before summer 1988, If it is
rescucd then there is no impact, it conhtinues as we were goinc.

IION J C PEREZ:

iir Speaker, could the Hon Member state if any further progress
has been made about the seciet commiitment given to Thomsons

in a letter by the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister in relaticn
to their threat of withdrawal which I think the Minister
delivered personally?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, the letter of the _Chief Minister which conveyed
the commitment of Government, there is a motion later on and
it may be more appropriate then, the letter of the Hon and
Learned ‘the Chief Minister which I conveyed to.the lManaging
Director of Thomsons, categerically stated Government's comait-
ment towards tourism in an endeavour to remedy and to find out
what problems they had. On my return from EZngland I submifted
a whole array of suggestions and, indeed, recommendations -
but I will say this because I think it is important for the
Opposition to know - way back, I think it was the 5th August,
to the Economic Adviser for his professional advice on the
economic consequences that certain things cCould bring about,

I regret to say that to this date I have not been able to
present my colleagnes with that paper because I am awaiting
the reply from the Economic Adviser., I think I nced not add,
we all know that there is one man in that Department at the
mome nt ,

HON J C PLREZ:

The Minister said that he had until summer 1988 to be able
to try and hold Thomsons in Gibraltar, is that true?

HON H J ZAMITT:

, I think things wiiti between now and summer 1988

Mr Specaxer
be able to uvrinyg about some of the nindronces that are visible
in Gibraltar the puildines thas are soinyg ardunda
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MR SPEAKER:
We are not going to go into this,
HON J C PHREZ:

But is he nit aware that the decision of whether Gibraltar

is included!in the summer 1989 brochure of Thomsons is taken
in April/May, 1988, and thereforc ne hasi’% got until next
summer to try and remedy the situation? '

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, I have until next May.

HON J E PILCHER:

Would the Minister not agrea that il Sovcreign Enterprise
withdraw even though they are only producing fifty or sixiy
people a week that will have an efTect on guest nights sold
to the hotzl industry at the moment?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

The. answer, of course, has tc be yes but, in fact, the answer
is no. I will explain that, sr Speaker, I think I have
explained it to iMembers opposite before. What is occurring,
once again. is that in faci tour operators are finding
difficulty in obtaining beds in Gibraltar.

MR SPLEAKER:

Then the answer is no.

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Well, Sir, it is no in reality and yes because, of course, it
is fifty pecple less but they cannot get a bed here.

HON J E PILCIER:

Mr Speaker, the answer has to be yes. If the answer is yes,
and it is y¢s, obviously in the debate I will expound on that,
what wili ctihat yes do for the pnlicy of the Minister for
Tourism in increasing the bed copacity,

MR SPEAKER:

No, not as a result of this gqucstion. Next question,
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19 10 87

NO. 296 OF 1937 ORAL

THE HON M A FEETHAM

Can Government state what steps have been taken to refund and
therefore remedy the situation whereby Monteverde &% Sons had to
pay a fine in Spain after having had a lorry impounded through no
fault of their own?

| | ANSWER

THE HON THE MINTISTER FOR HEALTH AND  HOUSING

Sir, at the time representations were made to the Provincial
Director of Transport in Cadiz and the Ministry of Transport in
Madrid. The UK Department of Transport also made representations
and the matter was also taken up by the Ycrcign and Commonwealth
Office, through the British Embassy in Madrid, to the Spanish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Yo dats, however, no positive reply
has been received,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 29G OF 1986

HON M A FEETHAM:

Is the Hon Member implying by that that.they are actually making
the Spanish  authorities responsible for the situation?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, the matter continues to be raised periodically in contacts
between local and Spanish transport officials but the indications
are that the Spanish Government may only consider if an appeal were
made by the firm through their legal machinery. A meeting was
arranged at the time between lMessrs iMonteverde and the Provincial
Transport Director in Cadiz where the Spanish appeals mechanism was
explained and where the Director offered to perscnally assist them
through the administrative steps. It is understood that the offer
was not taken up and the arpeal never lodged.

HON M A FEETHAM:

With respect, Mr Speaker, the Hon Member is giving me a reply but
he is not repiying to my question. Do I take it that the British
Government, who is responsible in this matter, is implying that
the Spenish Government is esponsible for having Monteverde's lorry
impounded originally?

HON M K FRATHERSTONE:
The British Uovernment through the *oreign and Cemmonwealth Office
are taking it up on r Monteverde's behalf, it would therefore

appear that they are in agreement thzt the Spanish Uovernment is
respen sible,
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HON M A IFPEETHAM:

Mr Speaker, it was the Hon and Learned Chief Minister who replied
to previous questions in the House on ihis matter. Monteverde and
Sons crossed the frontier with a lorry under information which had
been given to him which he considered to be appropriate for him tc
proceed into Spain. Those conditions were agreed between the
British Government and the Spavish Government. If there was a
mistake incuyred it wasn't Monteverde's fault but the fault of the
people who advised Monteverde that he could proceed into Spain.

Is the Hon Member saying that the British Government is not accepting
any lisbility for having advised the Gibraltar Government Transport
Department who advised Montevevde to prcceed only to find his lorry
impcunded in Spain? :

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I do not think the British Government can e¢ccept liability for
something the Spaniards do no% wish ¢c recognise in the first place.

HON M A FEETHAM:

The Hon Member doesn't seem to understaud that our interpretation
of the incident is that the Spanish Cuvernmeni acted brcause they
interpreted that Menteverde was acting outside the accerd but the
fact is that Monteverde was advised un this side of the frontier
that he could proceed because the agireement which .hed been agreed
at technical level allowed him to do so, so whoever advised
Monteverde originally must te lisble.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

That is why the British Government is taking up the cudgels on
Monteverde's behalf.

HON M A FEETZAM:

Against themselves or against the Spanish Government?
HON M K FEATHemRSTONE:

Against the Spanish Government.

HON J BOSSANC:

In fact, the implication is that Mr Monteverde was correctly advisea
and that the Spanish Government was incorrect in stopping him?

HON M K FHATHERSTUONB:
That is so.
MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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19 10 87

NO. 297 OF 1989 ORAL

THIY HON J C PEREZ

Can Government state what discussions have taken place with the
Spanish authorities with regard to cross-~frontier services for
taxis 7

! ANSWISR
i

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

S5ir, informal discussions have taken place with the Spanish
Authorities in order to sound their views on the possibility
of the introduction o1 cross-froantier services for taxis. No
formal talks have taken place.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 297 OF 1987

HON J C PEREZ:

Are formal talks expected to take place shortly as a result of
these informal discussions?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE;

It seems there is no urgency on the Spanish side bYotii from officials
in Madrid and the Campo Area as well as from the taxi trade in

La Linea on its implementation.

HON J C PEREZ:

What the Minister is implying is that there is no progress what-
soever in the informal discussions that have to date taken piace?

HON M K FEATHERSTCN

There is no progress at the moment but the matter can, of course,
be raised when we have talks with the Spaniards.

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione.
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19 10 87

! NO, 298 OF 1987 . ORAL

THE HON J C PEREZ

What is the pdlicy of the Government in respect of the use of
radio transreivers in private hire cars? '
| - ANSWER

!
! o e s .

Tﬁﬁ HON TIIE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HIOQUSING

Sir, the policy of Government is not to introduce legislation
prohibiting radio transmitter/receivers in respect of this
type of 1licence,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTTCN NO, 298 OF 1687

IION J C PEREZ:

Is this true regardless of the rcund the table talks thal are
taking place betwasen the Chief Minister ond all those involved
in the trade? Surely, if the issue is raised there and there
is agreement to. do something different would 'the Government
not be in a position to be able to take a different view?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, any lecgislation enacted prohibiting. the use of such

wireless apparatus would discriminate against the fifteen

holders of private hire licences. It would deprive the seven
successful applicants of their existing rights to the protection
and use of their property, it would deprive the seven successful
applicants of the existing rights which the law currently affords
them and as such would be at least repugnant to and probably
inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution. Government
has been advised most strongly against the enactment of any such
legislation and Government accepts such advice,

HON J C PEKEZ:

What T am saying is whether with the agreement of those concerned
in the reund table discussions that are taking place the
Government might decide to take a different view on the matter.
If the Government is having a round table discussion on the

whole of this issuc, I presume that everything is open for
discussion between all sectowrs and if at any stage agreement

were to arise which might be of a different nature to the
policies that the Minister is advocating then the Government
might find itself in a position where it might be able to accept
the change of policy in that respect.
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HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

If there were such an agreement it would have o be done on u
personal basis and not as the result of legislation which,

as I say, has been deemed to be repugnanit to an inconsistent
with the pjovisions of' the Uonstitution,

HON J BOSSANO:

Is the Hon Member saying the® this legislation cannot be
changed under any circumsioircer unlike any other law in
Gibraltar,

HON M K TFEATHERSTONE:

It can be changed but it could o~ challenged in titc Courts
and it might be found to be against the Constitution and
therefore it would be a bad law as has o~curred in the rest,

HON J BOSSANQ:

What is special about this law that makes 2t impossible to
change as opposed to any other law? Is it not iLhe case, Mr
Speaker, that every iime ihc Governrent comes here and changes
something they are introducing a ncw sei of rights or removing
rights that people already enjoyec¢ before the law was passed?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

This has bean a matter of careful scrutiny aznd that has been
the legal opinion given on such matters of legislation,

HON J BOSSANO:

But I am asking whether it is something peculiar to this
particular right and this particular law or whether it is the
view that any other rights enjoyed under any other law cannot

be removed Tirom the peeple that enjey them? That is to say,
anybody presumably that is alreszdy operating a private hire car
whether they have exercised that right or not enjoys it, is that
‘the positicn? '

HON M K FEATHERSTONE

On this speciTic case that is the advice that has teen given
and that is the advice the Government is following.
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HON J BOSSANO:

But I am trying to be specific and understand the nature of

the advice, Mr Spcaker, beccausc¢ there are other things that the
Government is trying to change which we will be asking the
Government t% tell us whether what they are trying to change

in other areas is consistent with this advice, I am asking

is there something pecullar about transceivers that makes them
a particularly sacrosanct right that people enjoy and peopile
can be deprived of c¢very other right except this one or is the
principle in the Constitution applicable generally?

MR SPEAKER:
Perhaps the Hon and Learned the Attorney-Géneral might help.
HON. ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

There is nothing special in t he legislation regarding trans-
cecivers. The proposal was that seven or eight people appli=d
for transceiver licences. They apparently had taken steps o
purchase transceivers, they were given the wave length on which
these transceivers would operate and then the proposal was;
'No, let us enact legislation to stop these people getfing
these seven or eight transceiver licences', I said legislation
enacted in circumstances such . as that would be repugnant and
probably inconsistent with the provisions of the Constituticn,
There is nothing special about the Wireless Telegraphy
Ordinance but there is something special about iegislacion

to take away acquired rights, the Government had gocne so far

as suggesting: 'Here is the wave length, go aiong you just
have to put in a formal application', Then somebody comes
along and says: 'No, we are going to stop it, no private hire
cars can have a wireless telegraphy licence', That law as
enacted in those circumstances would be contrary, I think, and
repugnant to the Constitution,

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Specaker, hasn't the Hon Member said that this applies also
to the ¢ight existing holders of private hiring cars who have
not, to my knowledge, applied for licences? Do they have
acquired rights as weil? '

HON ATTORNEY--GEN.KAL:

When I gave this advice I was dealing with seven applications

which hadn't been formally fited but it had been verbally said:
'svhat do we have to do to get a transceiver for our private
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4.‘. '

hirjng cars? Do we have to have a wave length?' 'Yes!

'What wave length?' And those seven people went away no doubr
to find transceivers on that particular wave length so that )
they could use them in their private hiring cars, If the other
eight private niring car operators havenft zpplied for a licence
then they Vuplur't have lost it bccausc they obviously don't
want a liccnce, This would be the fseven private hiring cars
exclusion from rights Bill' if you arec going to present
legislation in that way to stop seven people gettirg their
licence and that legislation would be wrong,

IHON J BOSSANG:

We are not talking about stopping anybody getﬁing anything, 1
am trying to find out from the Government the information that
hss been provided., In the light of what the Hon and Leasrad
the AbLtorney-Gencral says, is then the answer given by the
Minister incorrect when the Minister said it WOULe b repugnant
and contrary tu the Constitution in respect of all fifteen?

€

i< Lhat answe:r incorrect then?
HON ATTORNEY GENE RAL:

It certainly is correct for the seven, for the other eight I
would have to look at it. I don't think this applies, I den't
think they have lost any rights. Of course, under the existing
law they have a right to apply, 0K, we can change that law and
they would be unable to apply but the seven had already applied
in everything3 but on the form and you were taking away those
rights and that is why it would be repugnant in the seven cases,
Please don't commit either myself or the Minister to the fTifteen
cases, conmit us tc the seven and the seven only,

HON J BOSSANQ:

Then what the Minister has said is incorrect and the advice of
the Hon and Lcarned the Attorney-General is that people who
have not yet exercised the right that exists today in law can,
in fact, be deprived of their right before they exercise it, 1is
that the situation? I am trying to get information, Mr Specaker.

HON ATTORNEY~CENERAL:

If you have the right to do something today and tth Heuse
decides to remove that right toworrow and you heven't exercised
or made any steps to put yourseli out in any way to exercise
that right, then it is no skin off you nose, it doesn't matter,
There are several rights which exist which you can remove by
legislation. The right to do this, no, you don't have the
right to do that. Yecu have the right to drive this way in

Main Street today, we chanrjmchn law tomorvow and you cannot
drive that wuy in dlain Streag, That 15 C: rignt which you
can changze but not peuvple wio have acauired wna have decided



to exercise that right,.
HON J BOULSANO:

Mr Speaker, I am trying to get information, whether it is sone
skin off somebody's nose or skin off any cther part of the
anatomy is neituer here nor therce I am trying to establish
what is the advice given by the Hon and Learned Member
profecssionally os to what is consistent or inconsistent with
the Constitution, Obviously, we want to kndéw because we are
not here to tell the Government to break the Constitution,

MR SPEAKER: ‘

I think the advice that has been given is to the extent that
seven pesplc have their licences they cannot be deprived of
that rigit. What are the implications on other matters I
think one =ust try not to remember or to recall, it has
nothing to do with the particuler qguestion.

HON J BOSSANO:

Independent of whether people are aggrieved or not aggrieved
by it the pesition is is it unconstitutional to change the
law? We have asked the Government what their policy is,
clearly whatever their policy is if it is unconstitutional it
is unconstitutional. We are not being told that it is
unconstitutional to change that particular law in respect of
the existing Tifteen licence holders which is the original
answer, that is not correct,

MR SPE AKER:

Perhaps because I have a little knowledge of the law I think
what you are being told is that it is unconstitutional to
deprive someone of a right which he has been exercising.

IION ATTORNEY~GENERAL:
To pass legislation to deprive seven people to an existing

right, deliberately to deprive these seven people, obviously,
is recpuznant to tn€ Counstitution,

AR SPEAXKER:
I am not saying that I agree with that advice,
HON J BOSSANO:

The Hon Member seems to be harping about whether it i even

w
w0
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people or seven hundred, we are trying to find out a matter of
Government policy and if the answer is that independent of
whether i1t is Govermuecnt policy or not the Constitution lays
“down what can be done then we want to be sure what is the nature
of the interpretation of the Constitution by the Hon and

Learned Member so that we can remind him every time he brings
laws here that changes the rights that people have already gog,
that is all, '

MR SPEAKER:

No. we have betier leave it at that, Next question,
9 A f
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1.9 10 87

NO, 299 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J C PEREZ

What steps have been taken by Government to proceed with the
employment of traffic wardens?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTII AND HOUSING

Sir, it is the practice to clear the conditions of service
of all grades with the Staff Side,

Since the grade of Traffic Warden is new there is no union
which has negotiating rights for them as yet. The Staff
‘Assocliation Co-ordinating Committee (SACC) has been invited
to consider which association will take on the respcasibility
of representing this grade and a reply is awaited,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 229 OF 1987
HON J C PEREZ: |
Wwhen was this taken to SACC?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I don't know but it must have beer within the last two or
three weeks,

HHON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, my information is that it hasn't happened but in
any case, is the Ilon Member not aware that there is only one
particular union that can cater for that?

MR SPEAXER:

That is another matter.

HON J C PLERiEZ:

Obviously it is a matter for your Industrial Relations Depart-
ment to pursue, '

[ION A J CANEPA:

It was taken to SACC.
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HON J C PEREZ:

Our information is that it hasa’t been taken to SACC.
“1ION M K FEATHERSTONE @

My inforwmation is that it has boecen,

HON J C PiEREZ:

But you are not sure when?

HON M

-

FEATHERSTONE:

I am not aware whene.

HON A J CAFEPA

Maybc a meeting cannot be held.
JION J BOSSANO:

Is the Government aware whether it has rececived claim Tor

negotiating rights from anybody?

ol

HON A J CANEPA:
Ycs, Trom ACTES,
HOX J BOSSANO:

¥wr Speaker, is there any recason to suppose that that claim
for negotiating rights in respect of this grade is being
contested by anybody else?

HON A J CANEPA:

shat there is reason is to follow the procedure that has always
been followed, that is all, Let SACC mect at an cariy date,
let them consider Lhe matter and il nobody else is contesiing
then Jet them give negotiating rights to ACTSS but let them be
the ones oo do it, don't expect the Governmenl to do it.

HON J BOSSANO: .

Mr Speaker, if the Government has anncunced a policy decision
the GCovernment has in previous answers to questions complained,
the Minister for Public "orks cowplained about the time it Lakcs
to employ people. TIf they have announced a desire to employ
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traffic wardens what do they expect, that the initiative should
come Trom different unions? They expect the GTA to come along
and say: 'I want to represent traffic wardens!'?

HON A J CANEPA:

!
No, what wé expect them is, on the basis of a round robin, to
say: "We Have no objections to ACTSS having the negotiating
rights' but let them say so., Why can't they, what is the
problem about saying so? In fact, I -am going to ask the ‘questions
now, what is it inaefficiecncy, lack of interest, what is the
reason for the Stai'f Association Cn-ordinating Committee not
replying to the Government as an cmployer and say: 'We have no
objections to the negotiating rights being given to ACTSS in
respect of traffic wardens', what is the problem?

HON J BOSSANO:

. Will the Hon Member not agree with me that the presumalily
rhetoricul question he has asked, because I caunot giveé him an
answer, would not apply if they haven't been asked? Would the
Hon Member accept that if he expecte an answer it is reasonable
that the Government should take the initiative to ask the
question, .

MR SPEAKER:
That is what we are now cebating. You have asked a question

you have been given the information, whether it is the right
one or not is another matter, Next question.

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, may I make a statement arising from a previous
question which I intervened, I am informed that the Government
did refer the matter to the Staff Association Coordinating
Committee about a couple of months ago. e wrote to the
Secretary of the Staff Association Coordinating Committee, we
have not rcceived a reply from them,
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19 10 87

-
[

NO, 300 OF 1987 . , ORAL

CTHE 10N J 1. BALDACIHINO

" Can the hMinister fopr Housing stute if he is satisfied with
the present conditions of 4 Rodger's Road Government Quarters
building and that it does not represent any dangcer to the
tenants?

ANLWER
Lerbilas

TUHE_HON TG, MINISTsR FPOR PUBLIC JOKKS

Mr Speaker, although this question is addressed to the
Minister for liousing, it is more appropriate that I should
answer it~

¥ aa not satisfied with the state of No.4 Rodger's Road which
was built in 1874, The PWD has {or several years now, been
observing certain structural defects which already existed
when the building was handed over to the Gibraltar Government
in 1574, The main defects in this building are:-

(1) Corros.;on of the beams and columns that support the
walkways at first and second floor levels;

(2) Significant cracks between the wings of the building and
the main structure., The wings were constructed after the
building had been erected. In order to safeguard the
tenants, Lhe suspesnded walkways-and stairs are being
propped up and wire netting is being placed under the
sof Uit of the slabs to catch any concrete that may spall
offe These measures will render this part of the building
reasonably safe in the short term,

It is considered that there are no signs of imminent
danger in the vicinity of the wings of the building,
and, hencec, no action is to be t aken in these areas,

The condition of the building is being closely wonitored
by the professional staff of the PWD.

SULTLIHENY, 1Y T LUsSTION NO, %00 OF 1987
HON 0 L BALDAGHINO: .

Is the Hon ilember saying that he is satisfied that there is
no danger to the tenants?
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HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

‘Mr Speaker, what I have sald is that there is no imminent
danger of the building collapsing. This does not detract

from the fact that we are concerned with the state of the
building and it is not only to do with the corrosion of the
wallways it is vhat becausce we sugpect that in the area where
this builaing is ¢here i1is movement of the supsoil which is
affecting not onrly this building but other baildings in the
area both Government owned, owned by the Ministry of Defence
and owned uy private landlords. It ig the hope of this Depart-
ment that ws vacote the building within a year, we would like
to vacate it in an orderly fashion seeing that all the tenants
are transtferred toe other suitable accommodation which will,

no doubt, sive a few headaches to the llon Minister for liousing
because we consider that vhe building because of the movement
of Lhe subsoil, apart from the corrosion of the building and
the cracks, it would be too expuusive to save and it would be
far better for tha building to ve demolished. The Department
is inspecting it on a weekly basis and I have arranged with
the tenants to submit this report to them every Monday, in fact,
I had the rirst report this morning and there has beeéen no
significant movement which would cause any immediate danger to
the tenants, I cannot and no one will say it is imminently safe
because if someihing happened you will all be on me. I think
I am being very honest in saying that my opinion based on the
reports submitted by the professionals is that, yes, the
building is dangerous just like the Parliament Lane building
is dangerous and it is still there, -I think it is a source of
concern and I would like to see themmoved oul as soon as
possible but I think that in any case I would not like to see
them wmoved cut in a rush and then the building stays there and
they say: 'You moved us out under extreme conditions and the
building is still on ice'. I want to be able to balance it
carefully in coordination with the Minister for ilousing so
that as soon as we can make suitable offers to them they can
be moved a- quickly as possible to suitable accomiiodation.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, I would like to ask the Minister for llousing because
I specificully mentioned himin my quéstion hccause as he weil
knows nhe is the person who is rcsﬁonsible unaer the Housing
{Special Powers) Ordinance to decant people, does he share the
same view ac that of his collcaguce?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir.
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HON J I PILCHER:

Mr Spcaker, can the Minister define because I am not dircclly
involved but I was worried when he used the words 'reasonably
safe', can he define ‘reasonably safe'?

» I
MR SPEAKER: |
No, in othcr words, they arc taking a considered judgement, I
think that is what they are saying, in the circumstances. ’

HON J BOSSARO:

Didn't the Hon Member, Mr Speaker, draw a parallel betwecen t he
building in Parliament Lane where, in fact, the Court rulcd
that the state of the building was such that it had to be
vacated znd the building demolished. For example, il thus

was ot a Government owned building would the situatien be that
the Gofrnment would be prosecuting the landlords to get the
huild:ug vacated? ‘

IION MAJOR F J BELLIPIANI:

I have not received any report from the Health Department, the
Chicf Envivonmental Health Officer, saying that with the saue
forcefulness as was sadid in Parliament Lane, in respect of

this building., What I don't want to happen is that the tenants
are wmade to move in a hurry, if it is possible, into conditions
which are worse than where they are living now because accumio-
dation is a problem in Gibpraltar and then for the {ienants to be
able to look at the buildinz and say: 'The building is stiil
there, nothing has happened'. This is why it is being monitored
on a weekly basis, there are tell tales there to tell us whether
there have been any further movements to the bujilding and what
we hope to say is if there is any significant movement we will
be able to do somcthing about it, not to prevent it but to
safeguard the tenants,

Mr Speakery, if the situation is being looked at on a weekly
basis it wmcans that the Department expects that week by weex
the situation could deteriorate. That is certainly not a very
safc premise on which to work on the qugstiOn of the safety of
e¢leven Tamilics, )

HON MAJoull ¢ J DELLIPTIANT: -

Mr Speaker, in actual fact the recommendation of the Departmont

was to monitor it on a fortuightly basis vnd it was [ who suid:
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*No, I would like it on a weekly bausis' to b¢ able to reassure

the tenants that all possible reasonalble inspections arc heing
carricd cut to the building so, in fact, the recommoendalion
of the Department was two wecks and I said: *No, I would like

a report every dMonday on my desk in order (o be able to

contact the 'eprcsvntdt ve of the tenants and inform them of
what is hap_)dn.mg . I want to keep in touch with the tcnants,
they have behaved in a most reasonable manncr ana I think 1
have "established a good relationship and I hepe that with
coodwill from everybody in Gibraltar we wil2 be able to solve
the problem, I would not Like to sce them moved into huildings
which arc not suitable for them,

HON J C PEREZ:

I believe that there is an internal report on this bullding.
would the ifon Mewmber be prepared for the Opposition to have a
copy of this renocit so that we may judge for ourselves the
extent o, the safety of this building, this particular issue
heeanse of Lite sefety aspect?

fION MAJOR F J PELLIPIANI:
Mr Speaker, I am very surprised to hear the lon Member say that
because 1 have said, certainly since he has been over there,

time and time again that whenever he wants anything I am quLLe
prepared to give it to hime.

MR SPEAKE!D

So the answer is yes,

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI:

Yes, of course it is. If I am going tc give it to the tenants

I think that it is only right that I give it to the Hon ecmuser
in the Opposition,

HON J BUSEANCG:

I would 3iike to ask two questions, Mr Specaker, One is; ha
the Environmental HHealth people been asked to take a look at
it? And the other one is, if the llon dMember is valking abouil
soil movement, is Ulbis somcthing thal can be affected by, for
example, hecavy rains in the near future?

HON MAJO F J DELLIPI~ANI:

I think, Mr Speaker; that he has asked two questions, The first
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one was has the invironmental Health expressed any views, In
actual fact when there are problems of a strictural nature it
is the Environmental Health OfMicers, however well qualificd
they arce, who ask for the opinion ¢f my structural engineers.,
The scceond question ks a very technical question., I suppose
with all heavy rains subsoils can be aifected, T do not know,
What I do kpow is that we want the area to be surveyced by
scological heoplc, people who know about it and we are, in
fact, ¢rawing up parameters Tor a consultancy of the wea to
be made available to the CGovernment. : -

HOR J L BALODACHINO

Mr Spcaker, as far ss we have cstablished I think t he Government
is also of the opinion that sooner or later these tenants will
have to be decanted from Rodger's Kcad, that is correct, isn't
it?

ION MAJOR F 3 DELLIPIANI:

Yes, Sir, it is hoped, as I have said in my answer, that we
should do this within a yecar, '

HON J L BALDACHINO:

The Ilon Member has said within a year, Mr Spcecaker, is it

because the Housing Department do not nave at the present moment
enough acconmodation for these tenants or is it based on scme-
thing else?

HGN M X FEATISRSTONE:

The iHousing Departmcent at the present moment has no accommoda-
tion where they can decant these people, As accommoidation
comes along they have been decanting from another dangerous
building so we have pressure from two sides, we are doing

our best to suit the decantinz nceds as far as we can possibly
manage to do so,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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19 10 87

NO. 30L OF. 1987 ORA

THE HON J L BALDACHEINO

When is Government jntending. to implement the revised llousing
Allocation SThemc tabled at this mceting of the lousce?
ANSWYER

THE DBON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTIL AND HOUSING

A

As Soon as administratively possible., Date of implementation
with effect from lst January, 1988,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO_ QUESTION MNO,301 OF 1987
HON J L BALDACHIND:
Mr Sp=zaker, I have got the new scheme, Would the llon Member
be prepared to pass me some inforration so that I can moniior
the effect it will have, the change from c¢ne scheme to the
other?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
With pleasure, Sir.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.,

165



19 10 87

NO. 302 OF 1987 ORAL

O G kWA 1 vt 0 i e 9 i b 1 B

THE HON J 1. BALDACHINO

Can Lhe Minisier for Mousing stutc the number of postewar
allocations given since 1 7 86 to date?

ANSWER

Ty JON THE MINISTER FCR HEALTI AND HHOU ST NG

Twenty five post-war houses have heen allocated since 1 7 86,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 302 OF 1937
HON J L BALDACHINO:
Will the lion Member fulfil the commitment he gave me at the time
on the lst July, 1886, to give me the names and the pointage of
the pcenrle who were allocated these premises?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

Yes, Sir.
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Can Government state
[Tousing Waiiing List

NO._ 504 OF_1987 ORAL

THE HON J L BALDACHINQ

(a) how many applicants are there in the
and (b} give a breakdown of the number

(i
\u'
of' applicantis in various categories, ie 2RKB, 3RKB, etc?

THE HON TITE MINISTER FOR HEALTU AND HCQUSING

There are 2,196 applicants on the lousing Waiting List.

RKB
RKB

[ B¢ B N % B I
N
=
2N
w

X3

.

s
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318
428
769
602
74
5
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19 10 87

NO. 304 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON T 1L BALDACHINO

Can Government state what wmethod of allocation was applicd to
flats converted from voids at Alameda kstate?

ANSHER

Titi HON THE MINISTER FOR NHEALTH AND HOUSING
The 8 bedsitiers converted from voids were allocated unuer.
the pointage system; ifedical Priority List; Government

Quarter Scheme and 'Musical Chairs'® method.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO (QUESTION NO. 304 OF 1837

HON J L BALDACHINC:

Can thz Hon iMember state what was the effect when he applicd
the 'Musical Chairs' on the bedsitters? :

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir, under the 'musical chairs' method two accommodaticns
were given, a 2RKB was vacated and the other one a 3RXR was
vacated,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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19 10

NO, 305 OF 1987 ORAL

THE_HON_J L BALDACIHINO

Can Government state whether fFlat 18 of St Jago's Estate (52,

Town dange) was allocated by the Housing Allocation Committee

under the hgusing poeinfhage system?
f ANSWER

THE JON THE WINISTEL FOR HEALTI AND HOUSING

Noy, Bir, This flat never became vacant and J authorised a
change of tenancy to a person who had been residing in the
flat sincec 1935 with the landlord's permission and who I
consldered had acquired certain rights,

This pcrson was prepared to enter into a commitment to
purchase the lat, if and when this Estate is put on sale
under the llome OGwne2rship Scheme, '

SUPPLEMENSARY TG QUESTION NO, 305 OF 1087
HON J L BALDACIIINO:
Can the Hon dlember clarify the last part. He said that this
person was prepared to purchase the flat, is that why he was
given the tenancy?
HON M K FEATIHERSTONE :
No, Sir.
HON J L BALDACHINO:

Isn't it correct, ir Speaker, that this person was the grand-
daughter of the person who used to be living there?

HCN M K FEATUHERSTONGE:

That is correct, yes,

HON J L BALDACIINO:

Isn't it also correct that siuce 1

pecople or permission by the landlords for pcople to live with

their graadparents were all based on the provision that once
the persons passed away then they had no right to the tenancy?

935 all the allocautions to

1
d

169

S
(S0P



BON M K FEATHERSTONE @
In most cases yes bub not in all Ccases,
NOH J 1. BALDACHINO ;

|

b o
How many otdieyr cases are there then, Mr Spcaker, apart from
this one?

WOFEATIHHERSTONY &
GfT Lhe top of my head I cannot Lell you,
HON J L BALDACIIIKGO:

whiy Ulhweny Mr Speaker, doecs Covernaent have a policy for some
and a policy for others?

fION M N FEATHERSTONE @

It depends on tLhe circumstances ri the causz, In vhis instance
the person had been living there two years, they ave willing
to buy the property which is ot easy to g2}l bedsitters are
not easy tuo sell, and it was considercd that this was a good
opportunity to sall one of thé bedsnitters where we would havce
difficulty otherwise,

HON J L 2ALDACHING:
How can the Hon Member say that? lics he apnnrogched any persons

o
who are on vhe tousing Waltingz List for bedsitters to see if
they want Lo acquire the properiy or not?

The policy is to give the sitting tenant the first rcfusal.
N J L SALLACHINO:

I understand that but what I 2»m trying to establish is that this
wasn't a sitting teaant.

HON M K FusaTHERSTONE ©

,..
-4
]
-3
b
oy
)
o
-
-
L]

T would beg to dif person was the sitting teruasi.
HON J L 3ALDACHING:

e will e the sitting tenant,; My Speaker, once the tencment

Is given to Lhis polgon but betrare the nerson was not the
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sitting tenant, isn®t that o ent?
JON MK FEATHERSTORY @
The person had the right to ve e sitting tenant,

HeN J L BALDACHING:
WLt the itono Mowmboer then, Mr Sneakery, sceing thnat he has mude
allowances in tnis case, will he alsc make allowances for all
the o her persouas who have been living with thelir grandparents,
will he also make the provision thot they will be given the
tenancy once the legal Lenont passes away?  You cannot have a
policy for one and a policy Tor others.

HON & X FPEANTHERCTOME:

Where they have been residing with their grandparent for a
rzasonable perisd of time then thr2y will be given good
Consideration buf. not where they have gone there two wecks
before the person passcs away,

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Is the Hon “lember aware, Mr Speaker, that thcre are people who

s
have been threacened with eviction ictters from his Departmens
who have been living with thelr zrandparents for abous four ar
five years? Is he aoware of that?

VAT vt r LT Py TV A
ey o X FEATHERETCNE

fod
=
=]

I would li%e you to bLring those to oy attention and I wi
4 .
IHON J L 3ALDACHINO:

P A ' . PR
- Tina oy en o I PR
1 § Gy a3 1 OORE edd 1IN LS Cu_v‘f’

If I bring those to the attention of the Hon Vlember will he
]

Apoply chie snvile arovia
REN .

,_.4

IS S VS PR )

A AT e
Mroowne e r?

HON M X FEATIHOERSTONE

~ 3. . B Y P § . R
It they are wiliing 2o buy o ovedsi

L
very favourably 1f they sre the sit

o
ot

Ler thon we will 1look oo
Ling Lenane s

I cpried vo 2gtabl iz that originaily. lins che burying ol the
S0 R oy vt T Y oer e ; Tn R Lty o - — v
flat gob enyiain; Lo g Vidh providing ohae Lonuancy?
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HON A K FEATITERSTONE:

I the persen has beoen there gsoerve thap siy menths and they
‘hecome a protected tenant then wo will give the permission,
“YCSe

HCK 3 L BALDACIHINO:

Se the way that (he Housing v Bopurtaent s carprying out ity

b usiness npow of allowing peop}c to live with their grande-

parents and saying that you cun only stay tliere if you arce

looking aftor tLhem Lot once they pass away or they leave that

accommodation they annot remain there is totally incorrect?

Is that what he is ‘“ylng? Uls Department is applying that
ule incorrectly? ‘

MON M K FESATHERETONE @

I would not say that, Sir.

HON J L RALDACHTMG

Y hat is the lion iiember then saying, Mr Speaker?

HON & K FEATHERSTONE ¢

I am saying that fthe matter will be look
1

€ 3
with persona who are bona {ide living with (heli:
for a consideranle period of time.

And I am telling the Hon ilember there are pcople who have Le.n
living for a conesiderable period of time and 1f e is prenarsd
for those pegnle who nave been living there for a2 considerable

period of time to remain living tuere or for him tc give tham
the tenaacy once the legal ftenant nassas awar or hoe soves away
somewhere else, I35 ne praparasd v do fihat, Mr Ipeaker?

c
=
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o
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&

Lhey nave Cown Jlven shot condition feom Lhe Housing

Department, ye3. .

whot conditions, Mr Zneldker?
HCN L X FPHNTHERSTONE ¢

et . e . : v v R T Ly P e ey e s
Phoat Lhey it vegoine Lhie SiL8dinyg Looasnb .
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HON J L BALDACIIINO:

No, Mr Speaker. Iis Department; and I have ‘caid that originally,
“to people who are not the mother or the son or the daughter or
the in-laws when they go and msve - and Lhis has been going on
since 1985, I presume the Hon ilember is aware of that - all the
Mousing Department does is that they say: "I give you permission
to remain with your grandmother so iong as your grandmother isg
living there but once she passcs awarx or she moves somcwhere elsc
you cannot stay there, you have to give up the property'. It is
immaterial whether they are living for six months or five years.,
This is the question I am asking..

MR SPEAKER:

We are beginning to talk at cross purposes, hat the Minister
has said is that in those circumstances if they have been living
therce for a considerable time then they would be considered.

HON J L BALDACUINC:

What is a considerable time for the illon Member?
HON M X FﬁATHERSTONE:

It would have to be at least six months.

HON J BOSSANC:

Mr Speaker, the Hon iember has just said if that was the
condition, is he saying that in this particular case when the
person moved in they were told when they moved in that they
would be allowed to stay or, in fact, it was his intervention
as a matter of Ministerial policy that made it possible in this
case and not in others?

[ICN M X FEATHERSTONE:
In this cuse the sitting tenant is willing to purchase the
property which i1s what is the great criterion,

ing him when the person woved in in 1985, were ihey cold
that they would be allowed to stay behind in the property?
hing to de with whether they would be purchasing it or
asing it, the nlace way not be for sale in a year's

time,
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HON M K FEATHNRSTONE @

No onc is tecld at the time of moving in that- Lhey arc going te
“be allowed Lo be the sitting tenant. That is a matler that is
dealt with as a perisd of Utime goes by,

HON .J BOSSANG:

So, in fact when he said just now that provided there was that
condition he didr’%t mean that, that is what T am trying to
clear up.

MR SPEAXER: : .

Next question.
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19 10 87

NO. %06 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J I. BALDACHINO

Can Government state when they intend to decant the remaining
tenants of 30 Castle Koad (Police Barracks)?

{

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HGCUSING

‘No, Sir. As soon as possible but this depends on the availability
of housing units also taking into account the interests of
applicants on the Waiting Liste.

SUPPLEMENTARY T0 QULSTION NO, .306 OF 1987
HON J L RALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, is this building really in danger because there are
tenants whe have already been decanted?

HON M I' FEATHERSTONE:

I am liaising very closely with thie Hon Minister for Public Works

who will advise me as and when there is any imminent need to '
decant people. We will try and decant them as we can go alicng out,
as 1 say, we have pressure from decanting from the Police Barracks
which you have just mentioned here and we also have pressure Ironm
people on the Waiting List.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Am I correct then in assuming, Mr Speaker, that there is imminent
danger in this building because people have already been decanted?

HON M K FEATHERSTONZ:
In the Police Barracks?
HON J L BALDACHINO:
Yes.

HON M K FEATHERSTGNE:

I wouldn't say there is imminent danger but there is falling of
concrefe ana it is required to decant them as fast as possible
to be able to repair the building as suche.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Mr Speaker, why then wasn't the policy that is being adopted aow

in Rodger's Ro not adcpted here because if in Rodger's Road they
are saying there is no imminent danger and therefore people can
wait there for a year and here we have where the Uovernment started
alreaav decanting peorle and we have still got pecple living there,
isn't there an imminent danyer there because they already started
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decanting some of them?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

We will start decanting people in Rodger's Road as soon as we
can, as soocn as we can find available accommodation which they
are willing to accepi.

|

HON J C PEREJ:

How many families are still in the Police Barracks and how many
families have already been decanted, is the Hon Member aware of
that?

HON M K FEATHE RSTCNE:

I don't know how many have been decanted but there are seven left
in the Police Barracks, I think about seventeen have been decanted,

HON J C PEREZ: .

Ts it not the case that proposals were put te those faumilies
recentiy to get rhem to move within the Barracks theuselves to
enc crea to try and commence works?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

They have been asked to move and some of them are movinge.

HON J C PEREL:

Is this not contrary to the whole essence of the danger that was
first identified in the building?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

<

The part of tre building they are moving to is mt in such a poor
condi tion as the part that they are moving frome.

HON J C PEREZ:

And why were people decanted from that part of the building then?
There have zlready been familles decanted from :inat part of the
building. Is the Minister telling me that they decanted pecpise
at random and now they find that one part of the building ig ac
dangerous?

EON M K PaaTHRROTCONH:

No, I am not sayin;; that it is not in poor condition but it is not
in as pcor a conditiovn as he part where we are decanting from at
the moment.,

HCON J L BaLDACHINQ:
om that side when

r
oie from the other
poly originally

Mr Opeaker, wny then were the people decanied &
the people who were in real dange
side; the ones

he
that procedure from the stact?
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BON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The original intention was to try and decant everybody but certain
~people when they were told the area where they could decant to

were not satisfied with it and they stayed where they were,; this
happens on frequent occasions, socictimes 1t takes two or three

years to empty a building, Jumper's Building is one example of it

and this is the difficulty that the Housing Department is up againste.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

I understand that, Mr Speaker. I understand the original idea was
to decant everybody from the start. What I am asking the lon
Member is if that was the original idea why didn't he decant first
the people who were in more dangerous {lats?

MR SPEAKER:

He has already told you, because they did not want to move, the:
did not want to accept the accommodaticn that they had been offered.

HON J C TKREZ:

Mr Speaker, if you decant seventeen families and you have seven
families left because you find that the building is in danger and
you are going to start works within that building and you want %o
get some of those families on the other side of the building, the
danger rises at the commencement of works so we are really going to
have a more serious situation of safety and people ztill in the
block if works commence whilst those people are still thersa.

HON M K FEATHERSTONI::

I do not agree that that is a correct thesis.

MR SPEAKEZR:

Next question,
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19 10 87

NG, 507 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J L BALDACIHINO

Can Government state how many Government pre-war dwellings
are vacant aT present?

ANSWER

L e e

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSTNG

There are thirteen Government pre war dwellings vacant ac
present, excluding Jumpers Building and the vnits already
vacated at the Police Barracks 30, Castle Road.

All of the thirteen dwellings are in a bad state of disrepair
and are be.ng rehabilitated. Seven units have been passed to
Public Worits Department and six are being dealt with by the
Housing NDapartment maintenance gang,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 307 OF 1987.
HON J L BALDACIHINO:

Has the Hon Member any idea when these buildings will be in a
position to be rehabilitated?

HON M XK FEATHERSTONE:

One of the usual needs of rehabilitation is the electrics and
this normally takes a period of about three to four weeks to do.
I would say that we would get all these thirteen dwellings tack

within the next six months,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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. | 19 10 87

NO. 308 0F 1987 ORAL

TIHE HON Y L BALDACHTINO

Can Government state if they have now identified any site
suitable for a homcless centre?

THE HON TIE MINISTER FOR HEALTI AND HOUSING

Yes Sir, consideration i1s being givea to the possibiiity of
rehabilitating some of the veoids at South Jumpeérs Basiion
and converting them into dormitories for homecless cases,

SUPPLEMENI'ARY TO OUESTION NO, 308 OF 1887
HON J L B&LDACHINO:
When wivl this take piace, Mr Speake?
MR SPEAKER: |

Within the next five or six months, Jumper's Building

5 2N

i
the buildings which is being rehabilitated, 'The Minisver salid

that in the answer to the previous guestion,

HON 3 L BALDACHINO:

South Jumper's Bastion, will it be converted into twc homele ss

centres or just into one?
HON M X FEATHERSTCNE:

It will be converted into two dormitories, one for males and
one for females withn children,

0N J L 3LDACUINC:

How many will be accouzodated in such a centre?

HOW M X FEATISRSTON .

I think each dormitery can take aboubt twelve persons,

MROSPEAKER:

Next rmuuestiarn,
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19 10 87

NO. 305 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HHON J L BALDACHINO

Can Government state what is its policy on the hosing down
of Governmcnf Housing Estates?

ANSWIR

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

Government llousing iistates are not hosed down, They are,
however, swept by personn-el from the Housing Warden Structuie,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO., 309 OF .1987

neM J L BALDACHINO:

So Government nhas got no policy whatsoever for herinyg down
Goverraunt Estafes, is that correct?

HON M K TFEATHERSTONE:
Not at thé moment, Sir.
HON J L BALBACHINO:

Does Governinent ccnsider that they should really have a poiicy
for hesing down Estates?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
In an Utopian society yes, Sir.
HON J L BALDACIING:

Is the Hon Member then satisfied that the Housing Estates are
really as clean as the tenants should have them?

HON 31 K FEATIUSRSTUNE:

As the Hon Chief Minister has just comuiented some arc clean
and sone are not s¢ clean, We woild like to sce hosing donc
if possible but this is not possible with the staff available
at the uoment.

NHON J L BALDACHINO:

So, really, it is not the Public .orks Cleansing Departaent

which is responsible for hosing down Estuates; it is the Housing
Department, is it?
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HHON M K FEATHERSTONE:
The llousing Departuent,
MR OSPEAKER:

|
Next questione.



19 10 87

NO, 310 OF 1987 . ORAL

THE JON MISS M I MONTEGRIFYO

Can Government state whethear the post of Kitchen Superintendent
has now been Tilled? ' '

|

THE LON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

No, Sir. lowever, certain proposals were put to the Staff
Side, which were rejected and their counter proposals are
now under consideration, ‘

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESYTYON NO. 3106 OF 1987

HON #1355 M T MONTHEGRIFFO:

Mr Speakcr, in July the Minister said thet the pest would be
filled in a fortnight's time, what has happened to change
his mind?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Because the Staff Side rejected the proposals that wers put
at the time,

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:

Nhen were the proposals pul to the Staff Side, Mr Speaker?

HON i K FEATHERSTONE:

It must -have been a matter of two months ago.,

HHON J BOISANO:

Mr Speaker, isn't it the case that the pusi of Kitchen
Supcerintendent is shown in the Lstimates and what the lion AMember
said then was that the vacancy tha® exists was going to beo
filled in July? Do=s tihe ilon Mcwber know what happened after
that?

HON M K FEATHEKSTONE:

Apparently the conditions under which the person concerned wasc
going to be ~mployed were not accepted by the Staff Side and

these conditions having been rejected by the staff Side, further
negotialions were necessary,

\J
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Will the
wlletlnab,
was done
and that

i

HON J BOSSANO:

Hon Member look into
in fact, it 1is as he
feg two months alfter

subsequently the Esta

2

-~

the matter to satisfy himsclf
sauid or indeed it is that nothing
he gave the angwer in this House
blishment Division claimed that

a managemen¢ restructure was nceded of which apparently the

Minister knew nothing in July wher he answered the question?

HON M K FEAPHERSTONE:

I will look into it, yes, Sir.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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19 10 87

NO. %11 v¥ 1937 , ORAL

TEE HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO

Is it Goverament policy to continue having an isolation hospital
in Gibraltar?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINTSTLR FOR HBEALTH AND BOUSING

Ne, Sir. Folleowing the eradication of smallpox from the world
and the introduction of modern drugs which peririt the treatment
of inf:cticus diseasss in hospitals subject, c¢i course, to the
taking of the reccmmended precautions pertinent to each
particular cdisease, there is no longer a need to maintain an
isolation heepital in Gibraltar. '

-SUPPLUEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 311 OrF 1987

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFC:

Mr Speaker, with the problems of Tibraltar as regards the density
of population and the spread cof infectious discases because of
this prcblem, doesr't the Minister think this is of primary
importance having regard that Gibraltar is very densely populated?

HON M K FEATHuRSTONE:

I ain advised no, Sir, it has not been used for several years, it
has really beein a piece of wasted area. The infectious diseases,
s 1 have said, lzre been treated in the hospiial taking the
nrecessary pruocautionz with the modern drugs available and it is
reclly a waste of space, time and money to have an isolation
nospitale :

HCON MILS M I MONTAGRIFFO:

For whst is the Government going to use the actual spaces at the
moment, Mr Speaker?

HCN M K FEATHuRSTONE:

There are one or two suggestions, one of the suggestions is that
it shcould %e an extension to the Priscn.

HON J BOSSANO:

When did the Government take the decision to discontinue having
an isolation hoespital?

HON M K FLATHZISTONE:
Arout six months agce.
HCN J BOSGANO:

Mr Specker, what steps did they take having taken that decision?
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Given that the isolation hospital is part of the agreed complement
in the Medical Department, apart from announcing it now in answver

to the question what steps has the Minister taken? Has he discussed
this with the Staff Side or consulted anybody or anything like

hat? '

HON M K FEATﬁEhSTONh:

Nobody was e%ployed theres

HON J BOSSAND:

When was the person employed there last, Mr Sp:aker, in relation
to the isolation hospital? ’

HON M K FEATHERSTCNE:

To my krovwliedge at least four years agoe.

HON J BOS~ANO:

Will the Mon Member look into the matter and find, in Tact, whether
the decision was not taken when the person that was employed ceased
suployment?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I will look into that,; yes.

MR SPEAKER:

Nexi question,
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19- 10 87

NC. 312 OF. 1987 ORAL

THis HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO

What arrangements has Government made for the provision of
oxygen cylinders to the Medical Department?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

Oxygen cylinders have been available to the Medical Department
for many years. They are refilled as required through the
services of a local firm, : '

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QULSTION NO., Z12 OF 1687
HON MISS M I MONTLGRIFFO:
But where is the scrvice coming now from, Mr Speaker, can tLhe
Minister szy where the oxygen cylinders are bheing provided
from? '
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
The oxygen cylinders originally came from Britain,

HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:

But where are they coming from now, Mr Speaker?

2]

HON i X FEATIHERSTONC:

Where are they coming from now? You mean where are they
filled? They are filled in Spain,

HOMN MISs 31 I MONTEGRIFFO:

Is the ilinister satisfied with the service that we are getting
from Spain? '

HON M K FLEATIHERSTONE :
So far we nave had ne complaints,
HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO:

So the Minitster is not aware of Compiaints that cylinders are
sometimes received holf emply and somctimes even empty?
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HON M K FEAﬁHERSTONE:

I have not hed that but I will investigate it.

HON J E PILCHER: |

Mr Speaker,;is the GCovernment not aware that Gibraltar Ship-
repair have;an oxygen plant?

HON M K FEAYTIIERSTONE: ) i

Sir, tenders were sought, they were two tendcrers, the mo st
eccnomical tender was awarded,

HON J E PILCHER:

I accept that, Mr Speaker, but w.wuld it not be preferred il we
have problems at G3L for th.ore to ke some kind of move made c¢o
see whether the oxygen plant could be utslised for the iicdical
Department?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE :

If they had tendered and they had been the cheapest tender
they would have been accepted,

HON J E PILCHER:

I accept *hat but would the Government not agree or not be
prepared to lock into t he situation of the oxygen plant at
GSL as an aiternative?

HON M K FERATHERSTONE:

If it is within reasonable figures, yes,

HON J E PILCIIER:

Since the Government are contrclling that aspect of it I am
sure that they could deal with uvihe company, it is their own
company aftar all.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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B ' 19 10 87

| | NO. 313 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO

Can Government state whether they are now in a pOSltlon to
provide free syringes to diabetic patient.s?

; - ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AnD HOUSING

Yes, Sir. It is intended to do so with effect from 1 November,
1987.
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19 10 87

NO. 314 OF_ 1987 ' ORAL

THE HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO

.Can Government now confirm when they expect to constitute
" the Gibraltar ffeclth Authority?

ANSWER

THE HON TUHE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

It is {he aim of thc Government to set up the Gibraltar Health
Authority by April, 1988, However, this will require new
legislation together with wide changes in administrative and
financial prozedures., As the House will appreciate progress

on this matter will be dependent on the amount of parl'amenuary
time ave.colable,
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19 10 87

NO,., 315 OF. 1987 ORAL

TIE HON MISS M I MONTEGRIFFO
Has the Govérnment now received the final report of the

Nursing Revirw?

|
| ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

Yes, Sir, the final report has been received and is currently
under consideration. ‘

SUPPLEMENTARY TOo QUESTION NO. 315 OF 1387

HON MISS s I MONTECGRIFFO:

When does the Minister expect it to be implemented, Mr Speaker?
HON M K FEATIHERSTONE:

I haven't even seen it myself yet, it only arrived herc a few
days ago. Until it has been considered I wouldn't like to say
when it will be implemented, '

MR SPEAKER:

Next cuesticn,
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19 10 87

NO, 316 OF 1887 . ORAL

THE HON MISS M I MONTLEGRIFFO

Can Government now state when legislation fer the POM List

(Prescribed;Only Medicines) is going to be introduced?
|

f ANSWER

THE _HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTI AND HOUSING

The final stages of the legislation havs

recently been éompieted
and will shortly be published,
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19 10 87

NO, 317 OF 1987 ORAL

TIE HON J BOS5SANO

How many exeﬁpt companies have [ailed to pay the instalment

of tax due onh lst October and lst April this year and what
are the compgrable figures for last year? .

ANSWER

THE HON IHE FINANCIAL AND DEVIELOPMENT SECRETARY

Mr Speaker, the number of tax-exempt companies which were

notified of the cessation of their exemption from tax Dbecause

~of failure to pay their instalment of tax within 3¢ days of the
due date of 1 Apri', 1987, was 388, of which 154 were subseguently
reinstated on payment of the tax due and t he prescribed rcinstate=
ment Tee of £25,

I am uncble as yet to let the Hon Questioner have a similar
breakdown i'or 1 Cctober 1987, as companies have until the end
of the month to pay the instalments due on that day before
they can be notified in writing of the cessation of their
exemption., By virtue of the provisc to section 15(2) of the
Companies (Taxation and Concessions) Ordinance the fee of 2235
is not payabie if a company pays its tax due within 30 days
after the date on which such tax becomes payable,

The corresponding fTigures for 1 Ap7il, 1986, and 1 October,
1986, were as follows:

1.,4,86 - number of companies ceased: 272 of which 138
were reinstated,

1,10,86 - number of companies ceased: 217 of which 92
: were reinstated,

SUPPLEMENTARY TQ 9UESTION NUo. 317 OF 1987

HON .J BOSSANO:

Am I correct, Mr Spezker, in taking it from that answer that
this thing is sometbing that is deone automatically and that
these are all the companies that haven't paid, that is to say ,
that there cren't any others who haveg not been approacned and
have not paid?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
I confirm that, Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question, 192



i ' 19 10 87

; NO., 318 OF 1987 ‘ ORAL

THE HON M A FEETHAM

Has Government now extended the various International Safety
Conventions on Merchant Shipping te Gibwvaltar particularly
the ConventFon on miniwmum crew manning?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FO&~§CONOMIC'DEVHLOPMENT AND TRADE

No, Sir, It is not for the Gibraltar Government, but for the
UK Government to extend these conventions im Gibraltar,
Further talks are being hcld at the erd of this month with the
Department of Transport to finaiise the arrangements necessary
in order to have the various convaenvions extended,

193



19 10 87

NO. 319 OF 1987 ' ORAL

THE UON M A FEETIHAM

.Has Government now received replies fyrom all the owners of
"ships registered 1n Gibraltar regarding their obligation
to keep the Registrar informed of crew lists?

THE IION THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

Sir, replies have been received cdvering about 85% of vessels
registe€red at Gibraltar, The process is centinuous due to
the frequency of crew changes. Reminders are being sent to
owners who have not yet replied.
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19 10 87

| _ NO. 320 -OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON i A FEETHAM

llas Government now ensured that all ships registered in the
Port of Gibraltar have British Masters? :
|

l
| . ANSWER

TIHE HON THE MINISTER FOR LECONOMIC DEVELGPMENT AND TRADE

Sir, all owners have been made aware of the Féquirement‘and
the Crew Agreements held by the Departmant show t hat Masters
are British or British Commonwealth certificated,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO JUESTION NO, 320 OF 1987

HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the Hon Menber say whether they have received any
representations through the British Governirent or the Board

of Trade to Gibraltar from the Officers® Union expressing
their concern that in the case of at least 75 ships registered
in Gibraltar they are not aware whecther they have got British
Masters or not? ‘

HON A J CANEPA:

I do recall, I think, some months age getting a telex from
NUMAS

HON M A FEETHAM:
What has the Hon Member's response to that been?
HON A J CANEPA:

The answer that I have given, that we have made all the owners
aware of tie requirement and ne registry i< now being under-
taken at tihis Port, the Port o Gibraltar, unless the names,
the nationality and the certificate numbers of the Master,

t he Chief Officer and the Chief cngincer is submitted., The
name and coertificate number of the ilaster is recorded on the
certificate of registry.

HON M A FEETIIAM:
If it came to light that some of the ships registered did not,

t
in fact have British Masters their certificate of registry
would be withdrawn, is thot whnt he is saying?
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HON A J CANEPA:

I don't know whether we are able to do that under the Ordinance.
The position is that they would be in breach and certainly we
would not register them if all the necessary particulars are

not complied with, '

oo
HON M A FEEYHUAM:

" .

, .
When NUMAS 'sent the telex Lo
the names of the ships which

the Hen Member, did he outline
1 6

hey were concerned about?

IION A J CANLPA:

I think one or two were mentioned, yes, i se¢em to remember that
there were one or two mentioned but I didn't get a list ol
them, noc. ’ :

HON M A FEETHAM:

So if I were to'give the Hon Membeir the list of seventy~four
ships would he 1006k into that?

HON A J CANEFA:
Absolutely, certainliy,
MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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19 10 87

NO, 321 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON M A FEETIAM

How many ships which have been considered undesirable have
been struck ,of f the Gibraltar Register?

ANSHER

T

THE HON TilE MINISTER FOR £CONOMIC DEVELGPMENT AND TRADE

Sir, to date, none have been stiuck offl dirccﬁly as a result
of the powers obtained by the Merchant Shipping (Amendment)
Ordinance 1987. B

However, since the Ordinance became effective, six vessels
" have transferred registry to other ports, two of which had

previously been the subject of adverse reports,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTIOM NO. 5321 OF 1987

HON M A FEETHAM:

Am I correct in-interpreting from the answer that what the
Hon dMember is saying is, in fact, that no’ ships have been
given one month's notice which may be considered to be
undesirable?

HON A J C2NEPA:

What I am sayving is that it has not been necessary to do that
and that, in fact, six vessels which for obvious reasons must
have been transferred to other Ports, two of them had been
previously the subject of adverse reports and therefore those
would have been investigated immediately,

HON M A FEETIIAM:

What the iHon Mewber is saying is that out of the 118 ships
registered tLoday in Gilbraltar oiaiiy two or half a dozen were
considered vndesirable and they have actually vecluntarily
left the Uibraltar registry?

HON A J CANEPA:

Six have themselves voluntarily ieft in recent months.
HON M A FEETUAM:

But how muny have you decided were undesirable?
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HON A J CANEPA:
I don't have that information with me now.
HON M A FEETHAM:

i
I take it then that the Captain of the Port or the Registrar
is satisficd that cut of the 116 ships registered in Gibraltar
today none of them are.considered undesirable?
HCN A J CANEPA:
I would say that he is satisfied otherwise I would expect him,
if that is not the case, to take active. steps to put the matter
right, ' '
" MR SPEAKER:

Next question,.
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NO, 322 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON M A FEETHAM

Can Governmcnt state what progress has been made so far on
the reproviéioning of alternative moorings for the owners
of boats berthed at the Camber in the light of the proposed
development of the area? '

ANSWER

THE HON TpE MINISTER FOR ECONOLIIC DEVELOPMENT AND T RADE

Sir, as a result of the Queensway Devélopment'all the pleasupr>
craft berthed at the Camber must be re-sited,

The number of pleasure craft ranging from 15' skiffs to 60"
yachts amount to aecarly 200, 1In order to accommo:iat2 this
numbey ‘n safety, plans have been prepaved for an area of
protected waters to the North of the North Mole roadway,
commencing at the present extremity of the 'Coach Park' at
Waterport to approximately opposite the Generating $tation.
Protection will be afforded by the building of a break-water,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 322 OF 1087
HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the [on Member confirm that since this reprovisjioning
has come abo ut because of the avarding of the {uecensway
development to Taylor Woodrow that, in fact, Taylor Woodrow
will be responsible for the cost of reprovisioning the small
boats?

HON A.J CANEPA:

Not the breakwater because the terms of the agreement provide
for Taylor woodrow to reprovision in a protected area to be
made available by the Government, In other words, what they
will be re¢sponsible for will be for what one might term the
pontoons and the moorings.

HON M A FEETIHAM:

Can the llon Member say why they willmt b2 responsible for the
whole cost?

IION A J CANEPA:

Because I imagine that at the time when the agreement was drawn
up it -could well have been envisaged that the Government could
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provide an arca of protected water and that therefore all that
was required was the provision of pontoons but bccause of
extensive reclamation works which are going to be carried out
~within the harbour, such an area is not available and therefore
the reprovisioning is going»to take place in an area outside

the harbour jand it requires some protectivn by means of a break-
water,

HHON J BOSSAND:

Therefore the Goverament is saying that they are gcing to
finance the coanstruction of. this breakwater?

HON A J CANEPA:

We will finance either directly or through a project application
rrom the DA, . From the funds that were seti aside out of ibh2-
£6m for Port development we will either apply for those or if
those »~r: used for some otncr purpose we can make itldirectly
availatle. ”

HON J BOSSANO:

What kind of timestcale is the Hon Member talking about? If a
decision on thec source of finance is not yei being taken, wc
are not talking about work on the breakwater stariing this
year?

HON A J CANCEPA:

We have taken a decision and the decision is that we are
going to make it an ODA project but if ODA were to turn it
down then we would finance it directly through Government
funds in the knowleage that whatever money is not used Tor
that purpose we are going to be able to use it for something
else but we are now drawing up a project application to the
0DA,

HON J B0 3SANOG:

Could I ask, Mr Speaker, in the scqguence of the developmcnt
of that area at what stage does the réprovisioning have Lo
take place, that 1s to say, is it something that can iappen
after werk has started or has the reprovisioning got to take
place first before Taylor Woodrow can movc in?

HHON A J CANEPA:

On present form it will never take place, WwWe are giving it a
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certain amount of priority even though we naturally recalise

that a lot of the development on the Queensway site is on landg
and therefore this doesn't come into the picture at such an
‘early stage but we are pursuing the matter because we know that
by the time the project application goes through ODA, the matter
goes oult to tender and the breakwater is built a lot of time,
eighteen months or two years, could well go by so we look at
it.within that sort of timescale,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,.
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19 10 87

NO. 327% OF 1987 _ ORAL

PHE HON J L BALDACHINO

Can Government state whether they still intend to proceed with the
construction of Catalan Bay Housing Project for Government rental?

- ANSWEIR

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Yes, Sir. Government is at nresent assessing the potential of White
Rock Camp. Preliminary drawings have been prepared which indicate
thet o« meximum of 15 urits could be built on the site in a 5 storey
block over a car porke .

-

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 323 CF 1987
HON J L BALDACHINO:

Seeing that the Hon Member menticned White Rock Camp, Mr Speaker,
before they carry out the project I pressume they will have to decant
White Rock Camp. What is Governmen* making pirovision for the
decanting of White Rock Camp?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

One more decanting prcblem, Sir. Some of the peopie will actually
move to the private scheme that is beirg built at 'the shingles!,
the others will have to move temporarily out of Catalan Bay into
town somewhere,

HON J L BALDACIKEINO:

Can 1 ask then, Mr Speaker, because I think the estimate that we voted
in the Budget, am I correct in assuming that the idea was to buiid

at 'the shingles' is it that it will now cocst more because it is more
expensive to build in White Rock Camp or that is not the case?

HON A J CANEPA:

No, because at 'the shingles' there were twenty units and here there
are fifteen only. 'he provision in 'the shingles' was fairly generous,
I think it was nearly £lm for twenty units. I would hope that fifteen
units at White Rock Camp are not going to cost &£lm.

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Am I correct in assuming that the building for home ownership will be
the first one before youa develop White Rock Camp, is that correct?

HON A J CANEPA:

My information is that jood progress is being made and there may be
some develepment, 1 think, this coming month.

HON J BOUSANO:

The situation in 'the shingles' is what, that the Uovernment is providin
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2.

the land and the people are prlvately getting a contractor to put
the building up for them?

HON. A J CANLPA:

That is so and, of course, we have laid down certain conditions.
They don't have an entirely free hand, it is by agreement with the
Crown Lands Departmenc : ‘

|

HON J BOSSANO:

And what we are talking about is one buil ding wvith .twenty unlto in
it or a number of buildings? -

HON A J CANEPA:

I haven't seen the plans., I have been told that ithe first sketches
are not considered by the Chi=f Planning Ofiicer to he very much in
keeping with the character of the Vll’ave so he may make some
proposals for changes but the application hasn't yet gone to the
Development and Planrning Commission,.

HON J BOSSANO:

-Presumably tke twenty people who are po: ng to ocoupy this as owner/
occupiers have already been identified?

HON A J CANEPA:
Yes, that is sc.
HON J BOSSANO:

Is it in the nature then of a ccllective application in the name of
the twenty?

HON A J CANEPA:
That is so.
HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Government say what happens because the Hon Member must recail
the saga of Wocdford Cottage where people kept on dropping out and
coming in, does the Hon Memter have in mind what happens if people
change their mind afterwards out of the twenty, what do they do, do
they sell their share or does the “cvernment select to take them or
what?

HON A J CANEPA-

I hope that the difficulties with Woodford wiil not be repeated, I
think we learnt many lessons. from woodford. Incidentally, I was

able to verify yesterday with my own eyes that Wwoodford is at long
last making very good progress. ©Zut many lesscns have been learnt
from that and thitis why other schemes that have come later have made
much greater prcgress, The problem of somebody dropping out of any
home ownersnip scneme 1s one which s not peculiar, I think, to
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-

Catalan Bay, I am sure that many other developers in town, in the
case of Vineyards, in the case of Northview Terrace, must be faced
with that problems. I think it would be a case of trying to, first
of all, have somebody from Catalan Bay filling the gap, as it were,
"and if there was nobody else left from Catalan Bay I think a unit
would have to be sold to somebody and perhaps it mlght have to be
from a family in towne.

_HON J BOSSANO:

The difference that I am trying to establish, Mr Speaker, 3s this
seems to be to me a different kind of situation from the other ones
that the Hon Membex has told the House about before. Surely, in
something like the Vineyards if somebody is paying on acccunt frr a
property either he can sell his share to somebody else or presumably
he can sell it back to the developer who can then sell it to somebody
else. In this situation is there any kind of intermediary of that
nature and, it not, to what extent is the Government in control of
the situation?

CN A J CANEPE:

The intermodiary ic the Crown Lands, I think it is the Crown Lands
Deparitment that are doing the marketing., Incidentally. perhaps I
shculd also have mentioned that many of the difficulties associated
with Woodford had to do with the fact that they had no security, they
had no title %o the land and therefore many people unless they have
ready cash available could not get a mortigage and that is why 1 say
that the lessons learnt from that have been arplied elsewhere and
notably in this case under certain conditions we are prepared to

give them such title to the land as will enable them to get a mortgage«

HON J L BALDACHINO:

Is the Government giving away the land free to these twenty persons
who have shown a desire or are they charging them?

HON A J CANEPA:

We are not charging them for the land and there is a precedent even
when we have been out to tender, the precedent was Vineyards, we
gave it away for a pittance,

HON J L BALDACHINO:

On a point of clarification, Mr ‘peaker, the Hon Minister for Housing
said that some of the people from White Rock Camp’ could be decanted
into 'the shingles' but if he has already identified that they are
going to be for home OWﬂersnlp how can we do that unless there are
people who are willing to buy. ‘

HON A J CANKEPA:

They are willing to buy.

MR SFEAKER:

Next question,
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19 10 87

NO., 324 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HHON J C PEREZ

Can Government confirm whether they are responsible for the
maintenance,of the walkway in front of Shorthorn Estate?

| o ANSHER

{

TIHE HON THE MINISTEﬁ FOIL ECONOMAC DEVEILOPMENT AND TRADE

Sir, the walkway in front of Shorthovn Estate is the shared

responsibility of those tenants who purchased their houses,

with Government contributing one-eighteenth share in respect
of each house which remained unsolde. 4
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19 10 87

NO. 325 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J C PEREZ

Can Government state whether they are satisfied that the building
situated at No.26 Parliament Lane represents no danger to road
users? )

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND HOUSING

Premises No.25 Parliament Lane have been made the subject of a Section
39 Order under the Public Health Ordinance as pe&rt of the top floor )
on the West Side is considersd dangerous. In keeping with the
provisions of the said mction and on the instigation of the pertinent

- authorities, the area below the unsafe section has been fenced off by
the owners to prevent passers-by loitering in the area. The Governm:nt
is, therefore, satisfied that every pertinent precaution, in keerning
vith current legislation, has been taken pending demolition of the
premises by the owners. The Government is naturally, keer that tlhe
Section 3® Order is complied with and continues to press the matter
with the o objiect in mind. o '

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.: 325 OF 1987
HON J C PERLZ:

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member expliain why it is that the road in
that area was closed at the beginning of the crisis, if we can calil
it that, and that subsequently it was opened to traffic notwith-
standing that nothins changed to suggest that the building was safer?

HON M K FrATHERSTONE:

I think that the initial closing of the road was over-resction. Jcw
there is a six foot area fenced off and the rest of the road is
considered clear, if anything should fall it is hoped it falls in
the six foot area.

HON J C PEREZ:

Was it over~reaction or an attempt to put pressure on the tenants
to leave because, let's face it, themoment the tenants left the
building the road was opened?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, on the 2nd September the agents for the owneirs were prosecuted
for failing to comply with the Section 33 Order, they were convicted
and fined £50, .

HON J C FEREZ:

On another point, Mr Srveaker, if the proprietor ot the building does
not actually carry out the necessary repairs what steps does the
Government intend to take?
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HON M K ¥FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, Sir, the Government is currently considering acting in default
and demolishing the dangerous parts of the building as provided feor
in the legislation in question. There are, however, certain factors
such as the protection of adjoining properties, insurame cover, etc
which are the cause of unavoidable delays.

HON J C PLEREZ:!

e

But the Government would then subsequently charge the prownrietor of
the building for such works?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

That is correct,

HON J L BALDACHING:

Mi+ bpeaker, am I corfect in assuming that, seeirng that we were

speaking about the Chnstitution, isn't it unconstitutioral tc have
a buildirg i that state?

No, it is not unconstitutional, the law is there *to be enforced.
HON J L BALDACHEINO:

Under Section &, T think it is, subsection (4)(v) where it says

it is dangerous to persons, animals, properties or plants, isn't
that buildirg a2 danger to persons, animals, properties or plants
and if that is so isn't it unconstitutional and if it is, how long
is the Government willing to tolerate a landlord having a building
in such a state?

MR SPEAKER:

What clause of the Constitution are you quoting frem?

HON J L BALDACHINO:

I think it is Section 6, subsection (4)(v), Mr Spezker.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

It is Secticu 6 of the Constitution 'Protecticn from deprivation of
property - (%) Nothing contained in or wne under tihe authority cf
any law shall bLe held 1o be incousisteut with or in contravention
of subsection (1) of this section -~ (a) to the extent that the law
in question males provision for the tuking of possession or acqguisi-
tion of property - (v) by recason of iis being in a dangerous state

cr injurious to the health of human beings, animals, trees or plants'
There is a law, it is not inconsistent with the Constitution insofar
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as that law makes provision for the removal of the danger.
HON J L BALDACHINO:

The law that the Hon Member is quoting makes provisions for that,
is that correct?

-HON ATTORNEY-GENEEKAL:

Section %9 enables the Chief Environmental Health Officer to serve
a notice regquiring cither for certain defects to be remedied until
the building is demolished and the nuisance to be abated and that
law, I think, is consistent with the provisions of Section 6 c¢f the
Constitution., It is nct inconsistent with that.

MR SPEAKER:

Next questione.
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19 10 87

NO, 326 OF 1987 . _ ORAL

THE JHION J [ PILCHER

- Has the Government row officially passed the Northern Defences
to the Gibralta: lHeritage Trust?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECUNOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND T RADE

No, Sir. The subfcommiptee of the Trust has apparently not

yet completed preparations of the development brief on how

the area should be restored and used. Until this sub-
committee rerorts to the Trust and a formal request is reccived
by the Covernment the vesting of the area cannot be proceeded
with, ' '

SUPPLEMENTARY TO HQUESTIGC™ NO. 325 OF 1987

HON J E PILCHER:

Mr Speaker, does tLhe CGovernment know when this is likely to
be because we produced a Bill to form the leritage Trust and
it scems t¢ be that it is now draggirg a bit as to their
capability to take on land,

HCN A J CANLEZPA:

I have the week before last discussed the matter of certain
delays both with the Secretary to the Trust and the Chairman.
I hope that progress can be made,

HON J BOSSANO:

las the Trust got problems in assuming responsibility for an
area in terms of its resources, is there a difficulty in that
area or noi?

HON A 0 CANEPA:

No, I think 1L 1s the case tLhat they have got a number of <ub-
committecs and obvicusly unle'ss onc is in public life there

is a limit to the extent that one car give time to working on
sub-committceces and unless meetings are held on a regular and
frequent basis, to nrogress matters as complicated as a
development brief Tor that huge arca is not easy, no easy task,
it is bound to take time., This is a mammoth task, the develop-
ment of the Northern Defencese.
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HON J I PILCHER:

Does this anot scem to slightly negate the fo}mation of the
‘Heritage Trust?

" HON A J CANEPA:

The urgency of getting the legislation threough at the time

that we did was the lleritage dinner in London, surely, to be
able to go there and announce that the Jleritage Trust, let us
be absolutely frank, had been set up. The area of developmenﬁ
and planning is difficult, it is a complex one., They are '
having_onc or two‘probléms in coping perheps with scme of the
planning applicatiovns that we are sending f rom the Development
and Planning Commission, we have given them sn undertaking that
all the »lanning applications that go to tine DPC they will uet
sight o1 s»o that they are able tc let us have their comments

cn natters that may afrect the heritage. Again, that is not

an easy task, it requires a louv 4f work on a consistent basis
and these people. are volunteers, most of them. .

MR SPEAKER:

Next questicn,

-~
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19 10 87

NO, 327 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J E PILCHER

Have the Second World War Tunnels, or any part thereof, been
transferred to itine Gibraltar Government?

ANSHER

THE HON THE MIF)STER FOR _ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

No, Sir. Tle only Zecond World War Tunnels that have been
transferred to the Gibraltar Government are Kelghtlcy Way
and Dudley ‘tard Tunael.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 327 OF 1987

HON J E PILCHER:

If I am nct mistaken, Mr Speakei, in Quedction No.,234 of 1537,
- the Minister did; =n fTact, inform us that the Government were
going tc make representations to the MOD with a view of
looking into the pcssibility of declaring parts of these
tunnels surplus to defence needs., Has this not happened or
they have aund tihe pMOD has said no?

HON A J CAMEPA:

N¢, what is happening is that, again, I think the lleritage
Trust are aiso bing asked to look into the future of the
Second World war Trnnels,

HON J & PILCHER:

Will the fact that a lleritage Trust is in operation, in fact,
make it more difficult because now there is somebody else
who has got ©0 look at projects for us to be able to push
these projects through?

HON A & CANEPA:

Perhaps not, I czn tell the Hon Member that the Crown Lands
Department has enough on their plate., If one were to ask the
Crown -“nds Department to look into the future of the Second
World wWar Tunnels tincy could only do that at the expense of
some other important work that they now have in the in-tray.
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IHON J E PILCHER:

But we haven't given up the arguments and we will be looking
at the Second World wvar Tunnels in the future with a view of
getiing them transforred to the Gibraltar Government?

HON A J CANUPA:

Trat is tle polrcy certainly, yves.

MR EPEAKER:

Next question,
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19 10 87

NO. 328 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON _R_MOR

lHave Government taken a decision as regards taking over the
former New #ole House to use as St Joscphis First School?

i
'

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOL1IC DEVELO?MENT AND TRADE

Mr Speaker, I think the property the Honourcble Member is
referring to is New Mole Hostel and not New Mole House which
is presently occupied by the DOE/PSA as thcir Headquarters,
I only wish it were, ‘ : '

New Mole Hostel, however, is fraught with structuial problems
which affect the econcmic v’'ability of refurbishing and
converting the building for use as a schoaol. These matters
are currently bheing studied in depth and no final decision
has yet been arrived at. C

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTICN NO, 328 OQF 1987

HON R MOR:

Mr Speaker, when I asked a questicn on St Joseph's First
School in July I was told that the Education Department had
studied two site options, which one was the other one?

HON A J CANEPA:

In fact, there are three that I am aware of., This is one, the
other one is I think Jumper's Building and the other one is
the Victualling Yard area,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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19 10 87

NO., 328 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON M A FEETHAM

Can Government state why it was necessary to nullify all the
tenders for the Mzida Vale site and to invite new applications?

i
|
I

ANSWEK

THLE HON THi ATTORNEY=-GENL KAL

The Land Board was concerned awvout the strict legalities
surrounding the tendering and as a result of advice which 1
tendered it decided to treat its con~1derd ion of the tenders
as a nullity and to re-advertise,

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUES.ION NO, 329 OF 1987

HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the Hon and Learned Attorney-General cenfirm that under
the Tender conditions private property owners living in
rented accommodation were not debarved from tendering?

HéN ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I cannot confirm that because I don't have the details.,

HON M A FEETHAM:

Can any Memkter?

ﬁON A J CANEPA:

Yes, that is so, they were not debarfed from tendering,

HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the Hon Member confirm then that priority...;..

¢HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speakesr, perhaps you might give a ruling;'am I required to
declare a family interest in respect of any matters that I
answer to try and help the House on this question?

MR SPEAKER:

May I explain that most certainly there is no reason why you

should not declars an interest if ycu feel so inclined and you
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feel that the circumstances warrant that you should but once
you have declared ar interest it doesn't dabar you from taking
part in the proceedings,

HON M A FEETHAM:

Mr Speaker, can I clarify one thing, 2:1 I want to do is eask
a series f questions just to find out information,

HON A J CAMEPA:

Perhaps I should c¢larify that 1 wily only bc able to answer
questions to the extent that the Attorney-General may not be
able to answer them because they invelve policy and particularly
policy which may have been decided bufore tenders were iavited.
HON M A FELTHAM;:

Can the Hon an¢ Learnec¢ Attorney-General ¢onfirm then ‘rat
priorities in awsarding the tenders was b2sed on releasing‘
accommodation to the Government for rezligcation?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

No, I cannct confirm that either,

HON A J CANEPA:

What was the question?

HON M A FEE'VHAM:

That having answered the first question can the Hon Member
opposite confirm that the policy in going to tender was that
the pricerity would be given to those releasing accommodation
for reallocation by the Government?

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, before I deal with that I do want to declare that I
have a Tfamily intevrest in respect of two hrothers-in-law who
tendered for the Maida Vale sjte. Whai, was the question?

HON M A FEETHAM:

Having accepted thet private property owners living in rented

accommocdation were not disqualifled, that the priority was based
on releasing accommodation for reallotation?

HON A J CANIrA:

That is S0, 215
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HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the Hon Member confirm that insofar as private property
ownership was concerned that was taken into account under
the pointage system in awarding the tender because certainly
it did not disgualify them from tendering? If yvou had to
declare private property I assume that that was done on the
basis that that would be considered.

HON A J CANEPA:
No.
.HON M A FEETHAM:

It was not considered, that is what I wanted to.knowg‘ T he
answer is having private property as part »f the qualifying

factor wac not considered in the p01ntagﬂ system in awarding

the tendor, it was not a priority? :
HON A J CANEPA:

No, becauae'there could be no guarantee that the Government

"could get iis hands on that private property and therefore
uise it in order to have an impact on the housing probiem,

HON M A FEETHAM:

Will the Hon and Learned Member confirm then that at the first
meeting of the Land Board which considered the tenders, the
Land Board was acting in a quasi judicial capacity?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Yes, when the Land Board consider any tender it acts in a
quasi judicial capacity that is why it gives an opinion,

HON M A FEETHAM:

Will the Hon andipealned Member cConfirm:that when the
decision was made to award to the successful tendcrer, that
a letter was sent to them acceptlng their bia?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I don't know whether a letter was actually sent, that I don't
know,
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HON A J CANEPA:

It is the normal practice, whethcr the letter is issued
immediately or whether people are informed verbally before-
hand and then the ietter could follow withia a day or two.

HON M A FEXTHAM:

Would the Hon and Learned Member answer whether, in fact,
that vevrbal understanding or that letter constitutes an agree-
ment between ithe Unvermment and the successful ted:nderer?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

No, I don't think I should answer that question, Mr Speaker,
for tvo reasons, The first reason is the advice which I - '
tendered, of course to the Land Board is privileged, It is .
the privilege of the Land Board and not my privilege5 it is the
basis »1' a lawysr/client relationship, the advice I gave., The
second one is I know as a fact that at least two letters have
been received from a firm of solicitcrs and it could well be
that litigation may result as a resuit of the decision come to
by the Land Board based on my advice and I don't want to say
anything which will prejudice the Geverrment's case, the Land
Board's casc or, indeed, the privilege which the Land Board
has ¢n any advice which I give it.

HON M A FEETHAM:

But the Hon and Learned Member secems to overlook that most of
the questions which I am putting in this House and the ones
that I intend to follow have, in fact, been said in the press
by Members of the Government and members of the Home Ownersnip
Unit and he hasn't stopped them from doing so so can he please
answer my question?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

I cannot stop anybody from doing anyvthing but I can be stopped
from publicising advice which I gave and I am ne¢t prepared to

ask for the 1ifting of privilege, if priviiege isn't iifted I

am stuck with it,

HON M A FEETHAM:
Can the Hon and Learned Member confirm that the successtul
tenderer at that stage had heen swarded the tender because

they had committed themselves to handing back five units as
against three units from the second tenderer?
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HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

I was only concerned with the f ramework of the decision making
process, I didn't go, although I am a member of the Land

Board I always have to send a representative because I Jjust
cannot attend mvself so I don't know the details but I believe

there were scveryal criteria that were set ont by the Land Board,
maybe that was one of them, I simply don't know.

HON A J CANEPA:
In the final analy.is that was the determining factor.
HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the Hon and Learned Member confirm that the Chairman was
present at that meeting, the Minister for Economic Development?

HON A.J CANEPA:

I will confirm it pecause I have stated so pﬁblicly.

HON M A FE?THAM: |

Will the Hoan Member confirm that =& representativé of the

Attorney~General's Gffice was present at that meeting when that
decision was taken?

HON A J CANEPA: .
' Yes, of course,
HON M A FEETHAM:

Is it correct then to . state that at that meetihg a judicial
decision was taken perfectly in order up to that point?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I am i» some difficulty about answesing that. I don't Kitow
whether the member of my Chambers fully'appreciated_whqt.phe
exact position was at that meeting. It was only at thé second
meeting that the member of my Chambers realiced what the
positicn was, got worried and rcferred it to me. At the first
meeting my representative was not aware of the circumstances,
In the second meeting something happened which made it clear
to my member and then my member got worried,
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HON M A FEETYIAM:

But I haven’t reached the second meeting, I have only reached
the first meeting, <an I ask the Hon and Learned Member to
confirm it was as a result of information received after that
Tfirst meeting, presumably from an aggrieved tenderer or from
any other sci»ce, that it was found that ouvne of the members
composing the successful tenderer had, in Tact, failed to
include jin bis tender that he owned private property at 18,
Hospital Kkamp although he did include that he had private
property at Lynch's Lane?

HON ATTORNEY~-GEMERAL:

T think afte- the first meeting vertain representations were
made ant as a result of Lhsse representaticns a second meeting
of the .and Board was helid,

HON M A FEETHAM:

Will the Hon and u>rarned Member opposite confirm that as a
result of the information which was sought the Land Board at
that sccond meetinz discussed the omission by the successful
tenderer and coafirmed the decision once again?

HON ATTORNEY-GELERAL:

Trke second meeting I believe the Land Board had no reason to
change the view it arrived at at the first meeting.

HCN M A FEETHAM:

What #he Hon and Learned Member is saying is that after having
found cut that one of the members composing the successful
tenderer had failed to put in his tender that he owned private
property at 18, Hospital Ramp, the matter was discussed and the

Land Board confirmed the decision and decided not to reallocate?
That is what the Hon Member is saying?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
Yes.
HON M A FEETHAM:

What the Hon Member is saying is that the omission itself was
not considered misleading or prejudicial?

MR SPEAKER:

No, now wa are debating,
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HON A J CANEPA:

I think you will appear in next week's episode of LA Law.

HON M A FEETHAM:

This has been a matter of great puiblic interest and one wants
to find out the facts so if you bear with me I am trying to
get the facts. If the Hon and Leurned Member confirmed that
in awarding the points that led to the successful tenderer
being award2d the tender the difference beiween not having the
J'.nf'or‘matiOP therwcooooo

MR SPEAKER:

With respect, we are now conjecturing. "You are now asking the
Hon Attorney~General to express opinions,. you canrnot do that.

HON M A FEETHA¥W:

" No, it is not expressing an opinion,

MR SPEAKER:

Then ask a question which will seek information, .

HON M A FEETHAM:

.Can the Hon and Learned Membier confirm that. not having ,
submitted the information had no bearing in the number of
points that led to the award of the tendeg? -
HON ATTORNEY~-GENERAL:

I prefer not to answer that question, Mr Speaker, because I
want to keep my options open in the event of lltlgatlon. I
prefer not to answer it, : :

HON M A FEETHAM:

Will the Hon and Learned Member confirm whether the Chairman,
the Minister, was present =zt the secona meeting? o

HON A J CANEPA:
Yes, let me explain what the pusition was. The second meeting
was a routine meeting of the Land Board, the meeting was not

called for cthis purpose, it had been previously arranged that
there was going to be a meeting of the Land Board on such
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and such a date and there was a separate and lengthy agenda.
The matter of the Maida Vale tender arose from the minutcs and
at that stage I withdrew from the proceedings whilst the item
was being discussed and returned subscquently for the rest of
the meeting.

 HON M A FEETHAM:

So having ascertained that you were not present, was the
representative of the Legal Departmcnt pressnt at that second
meeting when the judicial derision was confirmed?

BON CHIEF MINISTER:

He wasn't there to protecr the Minister,

HON M A FEETHAM:

No, but was he rhere?

HON A J CANEPA:

Yes. N

HON ATTORNEY-~-GENERAL:

Yes, he was there., The reservations ail that meeting 1 don't
know but he expressed his i eservations shortly thereafter, I
don't know if he did at the meeting, I wasn't at the meeting.
HON M A FEETHAM:

But as fay as that cecond meeling was concerned the successful
tenderer's position was vindicated insofar as the decision was
confirmed and your Department was present at that meeting.

HON A J CANEPA:

Yes.

MR SPEAKER:

Is that a statement of fact?

HON M A FEETHAM:

That is what I am asking.

HON A J CANEDPA:

I cannot teil you exactly wggre he was eitting around the table.



HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
He was sitting next to me.
HON M A FEETIAM:

Will the Hon iember confirm that soon after that he acted out
of his own initiative and tendered advice t©o the Land Board
that they had not acted within strict legalities?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

T will go this far, I acted on my own volition after I had been
approached by my representative who had beecn at both meetings
of the Land B3oarc, He-came to me, he told me what had:
happened, expressed his agppirehensjon and I agreed with him and
therefore I approved the advice that was given and I argued the
care verbally.

HON M A FEETHAM:

As a result of that would the Hon and iLearned Member confirm
that all of a sudden the Land Board became concerned about
strict legalities, as a result of your so-called intervention?
-HON ATTORNEY-GiAINERAL:

L2t us put it this way, they got my written adV1ce very clearly,
I thought I argucd it reasonably clearly and they decided to

~maXxe the decision, s I said, to nullify the tender award and
to readvertise. That was in line with my advice,

HON M A FEETHAM:

Will the Hon Member state the reasons why he advised to
readvertise? That is what I am asklpg now, not to nullify,

te readvertise?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

No, I won't., I think that is clcarly covered by privilege.

HON M A FEETHAM: )

Can I ask the Hon and Learned Member if he has got the powers
to advige the Land Board to quash a judicial decision which had

been taken which‘could be open to judicial review from an
aggrieved party?
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HHON ATTORNEY~GENERAL

I don't think it is a question of powers. I gave legal advice,
I think it was good advice, I still think it was good advice.
The Land Board considered it and decideda te act in accordance
with my advico,

HON M A FEETIIAN:

Will the Hon Member not accept that if a decision has becn made
and then confirmed and it is no gocd saying that the Crown
Counsel was therse two meetings and then started thinking that
perhaps something ways wrong, he was there, your Department was
there, and cenfirmed the decision, a pérfectly good decision

zs Tar as tpe Land Board's consideration was concerned......

MR SPEAKER:

With respeci, youv are asking fo¢- the Attcrney-General to give
an opinion as tg whether the decision of the Land Board was the
correct one or not. That is nd infcrmation.

HON M A FEETHAM:

NPoesn't the Hon and lLearned Member cunsider that, in fact, by
giving the advice that he has given he has now left himself
open and the Gevernment to a judicial review not perhaps from
the second tenderer who may have felt aggrieved, but from the
first tenderer, the second tenderer, all the tenderers and
perhaps if there are legal proceedings against the Government,
in fact, all those people who have now been asked to readvertise
could do 2 judicizl review as well and find out that, in fact,
everybody is aggrieved by the advice he had given to the

Land Board?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
Yeg, Mr Speaker, I realise that,
HON M A FEETHAM:

Thereforc, Mr Speaker, can the lion Member confirm thai bascd
on natural justice a2lonc no justice has been done,

MR SPEAKER:

No, that is not information, that is seeking an opinion,
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HON M A FEETHAM:

A couple of final questions., When the Land Board invites
tenders, who is responsible for opening the tenders?

HON A J CANEPA:

Members of the staff of the Crown Laads Department which
invariably mean, I think that in vhe case »f sites for housing
I think it would be likely to be from amongst the following:-
the Director of Crown Lands, his Deputy, :Lire head of the Heone
Ownership 'nit and the Secrectary of the Land.Board. Invariably,
it would be two out of those four,

HON ¥ A FEETHAM:

So tenders are submitted to the Chairman, in this case the
Minister, and the tenders ave, in fact; opened up by any cof
four or five different people? :

HON A J CANEPA:

- I don't think the tenders are submitted to the Chairman, I
think they are submitted to the Secyetary of the Land Board.

HON M A FEETHAM:

No, they are addressed to the Chairmap of lhe Land Board,>are
they not? :

" HON A J CANEPA:

Well, if they are it is only a euphemism, I think it is the
Secretary of the Land Board or it ought to be because it is
always the Secretary of the Treasury Tender Board, therefore

it ought to be the Secretary of the Land Board and if it isn't’
then since it is an administrative matter it jolly well ought
to be put right, : S

HON M A FEETHAM:

I take it then from what the Hon and Lcarned Member has said
that noticc¢ of proceedings has been given?

HON ATTORNEY-GENLERAL:

No.
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HON M A FEET!IAM:

Then what is the problem with that?

" HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Sabre rattfing has occurred frdm two iitms of lawyers.
HON M A FEETHAM:

o you have refusea to arswer .ome of the quest ions based .on
sabre rattiing which may not occur and then the public may not
know the real reasons why you advised the Lznd Board to quash
the decision? '

HON ATTORNRY-GENE KAL:

My reason fer not answeiing the questidns in greac detail is
the question of the solicitor/client privilege which I Zanno
break, % could stand here and read out my writien opinion
but I am not permitted to do thzti because everything I write

to any Government Department, sny quasi judicial body is
privileged, it is their priviiege not mine. They can say: ‘Yes,
Eric, it is alright bring this out, you can give the opinion'

or t hey can say: 'No, wc don't want yoc¢ to do it'. A lawyer
cannot disclonse advice which he has given to a client and he
cannot be made to except if it is advicé given in pursuance of

a criminal purposec,

=3
’

t

HON M A FEETHAM:
The Government is there and the Government can reply, at least

the Chairman can reply but he bas a vested .nterest and cannot
so where do we. get the answers?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

I would advise the Chairman not to reply having regard to the
sabre rattling that has occurred,

HON M A FELETHARM:

The final question to the Hon and Learncd Member., 1Is this
strict legality based on the fact that the ilon Minister for
Economic Development as Chairman of the Land Board was present
at the first meeting?

HON ATTORNEY~GENERAL:

I am not prepured Lo answer that question, Mr Speaker,
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IION J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Mecmber has said that he is not prepared to
answer a number of questions because that would be a breach

of his client/solicitor privilege as if he was advising a
private client. Since the clicent in this case is the Government
and the questions are addressed to the Government, can we hear
from the client what their objections are since the client are
free to rvlease their solicitor and we are asking the Government
as the Government of Gibraltar for explanations?

HON CHIEF MINIYSTER:

My colleague has asked me whether I can recall in the few years
1 have been assoclated with Government a situation where the
Governm'r.t has released the privil=ge of advice and I canaot
think of any one, not at &all, and certainly not in the terms put
iorward by the Leader of the Oppcsition that because the advice
is being given t, a Govérnment 7JepartmenLt the Government has got
the right’ because that would open up Pandora's box of eveiything
that is conTidential in Government and which is subject to legal
advice., Having said that, it is still, in my view, the privilege
of those tc whom the advice has been given to give it up. My
advice polirically to my colleague is that he should consult with
his collezgues in the Land Board whether they want to give it up
~or not becaus¢ it is not his own decision at all, I would know
what my advice would be but I am not going to say so but I will
say that polivically, the, premise dcesn't stand to any test that
the Government because it is a Government and is answerabloe to
the House of Assewmbly has got any less privilege than anybod:
else, I know that it is not intended to do that but that is
what one would call monstrous-in legal terms to give up that
privilege, If there are exceptional cases where a thing can

be considered on the merits, that is a matter for the people
whose privilege it is but not just because they are under fire
in the House of Assembly., "

HON J DDSSANO:

No, Mr Speaker, X am not asking the Hon and Learned Mzamber that
he should make 2 policy statement that from now on on each and
evcry occasion the Government will release Lo the House of
Assembly each and every piece of advice they get, What I am
sayinyg is since on this occasion the reason givén by the Hon
and Learned ilember which J don't know, he says that in his
knowledge it has never been released before, in my knowledge,

I have been fifteen years here and I have never heard an
Attorney-General saying in the House of Assembly as many times
as I have heard on this question that there is a special
solicitor/client relationship so these are pot normal quéestions
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and normal everyday cvents. On this occasion and since this

is the reason given and since in this case the client happens
to be present, if we cannot ask the solicitor we can ask the
client, 1 take entirely what the Hon and Learned Member has
said., If the Minister for Economic vevelopment in his capacity
as Chairman of the Tand Board sceks the views of his colleagues
and if the Lundd Board collectively decide that the information
should be zvailable then, clearly, the solicitor will be
absolved by the client of his ethical sclicitors problems,

MR SPEAKER:

I think we have faunished with this questicn,
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19 10 87

NGO, 330 OF 1587 ORAL

THE UON M A FEETHAM
Has t he Development and Planning Commigsion now concluded
its deliberations regarding the participation by the generaj

public in the matter of applications f£usi planning permission?

ANSWET

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

Yes, Sir, The Development and Planning Commission has
concluded its deliberations on public participation and its
recommendations have alsoc now been anproved by the Goverrnument,
A first draft of the necessary amcndments to the Town Planning
Ordinance is currently under consicderation.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 330 OF 1987

HON M A FLEETHAM:

Can the Hon Member give some indication when it is likely to
Come to thc House?

HON A J CANEPA:

I think we would like to tring it to the House before the life
of this House expires but I don't know whether, having regard
tot he fact that we have only got a first draft, I don't Xxnow
whether that will be possible,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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NO, 33) OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON M A FEETHAM

Can Government state what is the present position regarding
the applicatiorn from the Water Gardens Developers to extend
their develorment by another three tower blocks?:

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE

The application wzs considered on planning grounds and no final
decision was arrived at, The applicant was advised that the
proposals contravened Civil Aviation reﬁuirements, which limit
the height c¢i' developments permissable in the area, and were
asked tc¢ re-consider their proposals, No further consideration
has been given to this application.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO, 331 OF 1987

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Speaker, the height of the blocks that were proposed, weuve
they the same as the oneg that are there now?

HON A J CANEPA:
Yest 3
HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon Member explain why those don't interfere with
Civil Aviat.ion?

HON A J CANEPA:

Probably because the arm is at an angle and closer to the runway
but I den't want tc go into the CAA requirements because they
are extremcly complex,

HON J EOSSANOQO:

Who, in fact, is responsible for that aspect of the thing, is
it semetning the Government clears with the RAF Gibraltar?

HON A J CANEPA:

Yes, from the Development and Planning Commission through the
Ministry of Pefence representative it goes to the RAF and they
are advising us on these matters,
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HON M A FEETDAM:

Can the Hon Member confirm that there have been other applica-
tions in respect of this particular development?

HON A J CANEPA;

Other applications?

HON M A FEETHAM:

Of other approaches, people interested?
HON A J CANLIA:

I_an:nof aware of.any, no,

WMR SPEAKER:

Next question,
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NO, 332 OF 1987

THE HON M A FEETHAM

Has Governmnent now tzken a policy decision with regard to the
project submitted by Gibraltar Consutitants Ltd for the
constructicn ¢f 300 housing units and other facilities at

the Viaduct veclamation?

ANSWER

THE HON _THE MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND T RADE

The projeci submitned by Gibraltar Consultants Ltd, as well as
proposals submitted by other companies for alternative uses,
were left in abeyazince pending the outcome of a report on the
future use of the area, The Development anu Planning Ccmmission
has now considered this report and has established that the area
is 20 be used for commercial, storage, light industrial and port
related activitics.,

SUPPLEMENT ARY TO'QUESTION NO, 332 OF 1987

HON M A FEETHAM:

What the Hon Mewmber is saying is that this particular project
will be iturned down?

HON A J CANEPA:

What I am saying is that having taken riote of the total number
of residential units that are now being proposed and by that I
am referring to Brympton, Engineer House, Montagu etc, and
having regard to t he scarcity of land that is available for
commercial and warehousing use, the view that the Commission
takes about the user of that area is t hat it should be for the
purposes that I have stated and not for housing.

HON M A FEETHAM:

What tuc Hon Mewber is saying is thul this particular projecu
will be turiwed down?

HON A J CANEPA: :

No, because as I am saying, it has been left in abeyance, it was
only the third or the fourth in a series of other applications
that we had received in the past about reclamation at Viaduct,
there was no decisicn taken on any of them because we wanted to
carry out a study of the matter and now what has happened is that
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a decision has been taken that the area will he used for these
purposes an:d tendevrs will be invited,

HON M A FEETIIAM:

But the Hon Mumber must agree that if Gibraltar Consultants
Limited propos2 a development to build 300 housing units in
thiat area and ns a result of a report the Government decides
that it iz going to be for an industrial arca then it follows
that that projecet will be turned down, it won't go ahead?

HON A J CAKEPA:
That project will nct go ahead,
"HON M A FLETHAM:

So ¢ he Government will inTorm the proposed developer that their
project will not go ahead?

HON A J CANEPA:

I think thev deserve a reply. Certainly, if they haven't huad
a reply they cught to get one and I will make a note and ensure
that they <o get a reply.

HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask the Hon uember, this report, who in fact was
responsible for producing the report that identified the
requirements in t nat area for commercial and storage?

HON A J CANEPA:

This is a sub-committee of the Forward Planning Committee which
I Chair and which identifies Government requirements and also
monitors progress or lack of progress on projects, as the case
may be, and concists of representatives of the Public Works
Department, t he €aptain of the Port, perhaps the Collector of
Customs, I am not very sure,

HON % A FEETHAM:

L}

Could the iion Member say whether the decision to have the
Viaduct as ar industirial area has anything to do with the
possibility of having to reprovision existing services as the
Water Gardens development or to make way for that?
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HON A J CANEPA:

No, I think it is fair to say that it is the limits of the
Montagu reclamation which ‘are intended to, jt is difficult

to say, there is a bit of reprovisioning in both because we

are having to move port facilities, Fe¢w-instance the Port
Workshop has to be moved from where it is, I am not too sure
whether it goes at the front end of the Montagufreclamation

or of the Viaduct reclamation. But to answer the Hon Member's
question, the immediate cause for the decisions to have
commercial warehousing and it is not so much industrial user
but commercial user, the immediate course is not a specific
project such as the continuation of the Water Gardens project
but a whole series of reprovisioning requirements arising from
the overall reclamation that is going to take place in tle Port
area. So it doesn't arise from a specific requiremesnt but from
a series of requivements,

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.,
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NO, 333 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Do the restrictions placed on the peolitical actjivities of
persons paid out cf public funds apply to0 Mr Pitaluga?

'
|

THE HON THE CHIZF MINISTHER

Answered together with Questiorn Nos. 334 z2ad 335 of 1987.
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NO, 334 OF 1987

ORAL
THE HON J BOS SANO

Does the Chief Minister think it is compatible for Mr Pitaluga
to be hawking around town his embrycnic nolitical party and
continue advising the Government on forcign affairs?

ANSHEK

THE HON THE CUIEF MINIGPER

Answered tcgether with Question Nos. 335 and 335 of 1987,
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NO. 335 OF 1937 . ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Can Government state what was the cost of including the Chief
Minister's private foreign affairs expert adviser in the recent
delegation to Strasbourg?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Mr Spesker, as steten in 8 press release vy the Council of Ministers
on 21 November, 19YRA, Mr Pitaluga would beccme & private citizen
with eftect furom 1 Zecember 1986, irrespective of whether or not he
were to do ary part~time work for the Gibral tar Government. The
General Order restricting the political activities of non-industrial
civil servants does not therefore apprly to Mr Pitaluga.

The only ~cstriction placed on Mr Pitaluga, on undertaking his
advisory role on external affairs was that he wcould be subject to the
prov.sions of the Official Secrets Acts and would be required, at all
times, to observe confidentiality cn all matiers dealt with by him in
his advisory role.

’Mr Pitaluga is therefore entirely free, if he so wishes to take steps
to stand for election while performing the role of adviser on
external affairs.

Becatse of cur close working relationship for over 24 years, Mr
Pitaluga confided in me during the summer that he was contemplating
the possibility, in certain circumstances, of lcoking for a team to
contest the next elections. At that stage neither he nor I saw any
incompatibility vetween his possible exercise of this democratic
right and his continuing role as adviser on external affairs. One
thing hes nothing to do with the other,

What would happen, should Mr Pitaluga actually take part in the
forming of a political party and his position remained unchanged
would be an anomaly or an absurdity. This anomaly or absurdity would
consist of the leader or member of one party advising the leader of
another party.. But if that anomaly were to come about it would te one
between Mr Pitaluga's party, if formed, and my own. I really do not
see why it shculd be a matter of concern to the questioner.

In confiding to me that he was contemvlating the possibility of standin
for election, Mr Pitaluga also told me that if and when he were
actually to reach this stage, he would inform me before making any
public announcement and would, at the same time; give me notice of his
relinquishment of his advisory role precicely in wider to avoid the
anomaly or absurdity to which I have referred.

o

Tne total cost of the visit to Strasbourg was over £5,150., The portion

relating to Mr Pitaluga came to approximately £1,160 which is roughly
one~fifth of the total.
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SUPPLEMENTARY MO QUISTION NO$. 333, 334 AND 335 OF 1987 -

HON J BOSSANO:

First of all, Mr Speaker, does the Hon and Learned the Chief
Minister nov believe that Mr Pitaluga's appointment is a party
political appointmert and not as he stated in the debate that took
place in this Hou=e of Assembly, an appointument as adviser to the
office of the “pizf Minister, if the Hor Member will look back at
what he said then, and not therefore one which must surely concern
his party but one that concerns the House which was responsible for
votiiig the noney, woild he not agree?

HON CHIF® MINISTER:

No, I don't agree. I didn't want to labour the point unnecessarily
but he is not *he private adviser toc me, he is the adviser to me
appointed by tre Government and thererore I do not see that ‘here is
any, I don't know what the first guestion was, I am sorry.

HON .J BOSSAPFO:

The Hon Member has said that it shcild not be my concern whether Mr
Pitaluga is forming another peolitics) party or note I am saying,
surely thet would bhe che case if he was a party political appointment
of the AACR but when the Hon Member brought the proposal to the House,
as he will recall and is able now to confirm, he argued in this House
that, in fact, the appointment was of adviser to the office of Chief
Minister and, in fact, at cne stage he was arguing that Mr Pitaluga
would be subject to the same restrictions as any other civil servant
during the coursz of the debate.

HON CHIEF MINIGJTIR: .

I know that I made a mistake on that and 1 apologised to the House

and I corrected it and I said that I was wrong when I said that he
would be a civil servant. I think we don't have %o labour that

more than 1s necessary once you make a correction. Well, there it
stands, the point is that he is adviser to me and I am sure that, first
of all, if in fact he decided to plunge into the political arena proper
then, of course, not only will he tell me but we would come to an end
and there would be no requirement of any time element, that can be done
by a simple conversation 'I am going, thank you very much' and that is
the end. That is one point. The other point is that in the interim I
have to judge whether his advice to me can be coloured by the fact that
he has political ambitions and I have coze to the couclusion lhat Ji
cannot be in any circumstances coloured by that, that the advice that
he has given to me over twenty-four yearz is no diiferent today than

it w=s before he may have deuided tc launch himseif or it is said that
he is launching himsell into the political arena. The position now is
perfectly simple, as soon &s a decision is taken or as soon if it were
not communicated to me .n time then I would communicate it to him that
there is no room for his advice and he would not want to be concerned
with this, A lot of fuss has been made about this but I would remind
Hon Members opposite that certainly in Downing Strecet and in West-
minster the appointment of political advisers to Members paid by the
Government are galore and they are paid by the Government and they are
raid to advice the Prime Minister, the various Ministers and so on
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apart from the regular civil service and there is nothing untoward
in that. I agree that when it comes to taking a stand then the
matter really doesn't arise because I wouldn't have it either so
that is the position.

HON J BOSSANO:

Can the Hon and Learred the Chief Minister oui of his galore of
examples that he says exists in the Unitct K”-mrdLom quote one single
one where the adviser to the existing Gﬁvcranent is going round
organising a competing political party?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I may not be able to guote. First of ali, tiat is what is alleged
but anyhow I cannot put a figure but I can tell yocu quite clearly
that there are many peovple who start as advisers to Ministers and
finish up as Members of Parliament.

- HON J BOSSANO:

Not simultaneously, Mr Speaker. Didn't the Hon and Learned the

Chief Minister have this matter raised by me during the visit iu
Strasbourg when 1 told him that as far as the Opposition was
‘concerned, Mr Speaker, and can he confirm that, it was not compatible
to have as adviser to him and by imglication to the del egation
somebody that would be¢ taking a political stand 1ndependent of the
two parties that are represented in this House? And didn't the Hon
Member say that Mr Pitaluga bad said there was no truth in the revort
and that he, the Hon and Learned the Chief H:nlster, would be the
first to know if thers was a change? Has, in fact, there been a change
since Strasbourg? ‘ )

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Not really. In fact, he didn't say that, what he said and I think
it is fair to say that from the moment ho retired Mr Pitaluga has
been asked about whether he was standing for election, he has always
said that he did not discard the idea ever since he retired, that is
true, and at the time when the Hon Member raised the matter as he
asked me to raise it with him I did and I brought a piece of paper
which was what I had been told of the circumstances and I reported
the matter to the two members of the hlegation on that side and my
colleague and it was then decided that in the circumstances and as
the Hon Member himself said, at that time you hed no objection and
in fairness I think we acted and he worked for us and he prepared
-the joint statement that we provided subject to veftlng, as I recall
matters were vetted by the Leader of the Opposition and ocurselves
and he acted properly in that delnginlon and that dealt with that,

I don't think there is eny question now of hlu aﬂvompanylng any joint
delegatwon anywhers an;more.

HON J BOSSANO:

But, Mr Speaker, is the situation that, in fact, the Hon Member knew
before the delegation went to Strastourg that Mr Pitaluga was in the
process of organising a new political party and approaching people
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to invite them to stand as candidates in this embryonic party
including, so I understand, people from his party and possibly
people that have been linked with the paxty that is on this side
of the House? Did he know that?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

No, certainly not.

HON J BOSSANO:

Ana does he know whether that is happening urw?
EON CHIEF MINLSTER:

Not quite as specific us the Hon Member. I have read the press, I
am quite aware of what the press have sa’ld and 7 know %that perhaps
the pcsition is slightly different te what it was at the time that

. the matter was raised in Strasbourg. I 'accept that therz has been,
perhaps, a siight move forwards but to me it is still very nebulcus.
I den't know, I won't make sny oHrophesies on the matter but I am not
really worried becanse the extent to which the advice that is wquired
is being given is, as far as I am conrcaerned, perfectly sound and as
‘soon as I find that there is any inccmpatibility, we havre agreed -and
if we hadn't agreed I would have done it, the relationship will coume
to an end. .

HON J C PERBEu:

If the Hon and Learncd the Chief Minister were to know that Ilir
Pitaluga has approached members of his partiy to try and get them to
join his party, would he then think that i+ is incompatible for

Mr Pitaluga to continue advising him on foreign affairs?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I would consider that it was a bit more than that, I would consider
that it would be improper. I have read a lot of reports and some
papers sometimes forget what they publish one week when they publish
another story but there was a story, in fact, the s tory that was
communicated to the Leader of the Opposition when we were in
Strasbourge. I would remind the Hon L~eadei of the Opposition that his
party organ ‘'The People' of the 7th August, 1987, stated: 'Former
Administrative Secretary, Joe Pilaluga, is thought to form part of the
AACR election line-up if Sir Joshua has his way'. 1 have never tried
and that was proved to be completely uncertain but there it is the day
that it was published it was news, then the next day or the next week
when something else is published it is news and then when it is ,
incorrect nobcdy remembers aboul it. BSo there hac been certainly no
political connection ir our relationship and the advice that I get in
the circumstances so far continues ito be wuseful. How long it will be
useful I am sure Hor Members will appreciate that I have to be the
judge of it and then answer for it here.
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HON J BOSBANO:

Is the Hon and Learned Member then trying to suggest that he has
asked Mr Pitaluga whether there is veracity in this press report
and Mr Pitaluga has ssid there isn't, is that what he is ®lling the

House?
HON CHIEF MINISTLR:

No, I haven't said that. I said that I did ask bim in Strasbourg

as a result of the remarks the Hon Leader of the Opposition made to
me sand I brought back the reply which I had taken the care to write
dowr in order tha+ there would be no wrong interpretation and I read
that nots to Hon Memhers and they were satisfied with that reply at
that time. The matter insofar as the joint delegation -has not arisen
again nor is it likely to arise in the time that there is between now
unless there is something very special that we do not expect and then,
of course, theve wouid be a completely new situation.

HON M A FrETHAM:

i1l the Hon Chicf Minister confirm that since the visit to Strasbourg
at least one leadirg member of our —ommunity has stated in public
tnat Mr Pitaluga ha approecﬁed him to join his party?

¥R SPEAKLR:
No, with respect, the Chief Minister cananot confirm what somebody .
else has said,

HON M & FEETHAM:

Bui, Mr Speaker, doesn't the Chief Minister conqlder it to be
incompatible with Mr Pitaluga's role as foreign adviser to the
Government if Mr Julio Pons has said that Mr Pitaluga has approached
him te join his party?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I have not thought that that was in itself incompatible. I have
sought some clarification of that and whilst not wanting to get into
an argument about it and whilst my admiration for Mr Julio Pons

public service is well known and he knows it as everybody does
appreciate his work, I do not think that the 'right version of what has
~happened has come out clearly according to my understanding, it was
somebody else who agpproached Mr Pons accurding to my uaderstanding ana
-t was just an enqulrv. But, anyhow, be that as it may, the positicn
now is that it is « matter of time now how long it will be 1f, in fact,
he means to stand and as the matter approaches it is bound to be of
substance if it materiulises. Let me alsc say that if the kind of
talks that have been generated recently about were to continue and
increase then, of course, apart from raising the ma tter with him the
matter would hecome of much bigger concern. So far I think that is
where the difference lies, so far I have not considered that the work
since Strasbourg te today which he has been required to do has got
anything to do with whether he stands for election or not. I have to
Judge that and stand by it and that is what I have done.
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HON J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, if the Hon and Learned Member were to verify that a
member of his party hsd been approached by Mr Pitaluga personally,
namely, Mr Peter Montegriffo, would he think differently about
everything that he has raid today?

MR SPEAKER:
With respect, i‘hut is a hypcthetical question,
HON J C PLREZ:

Mr Speaker, it is m*t a hypothetical question, Mr Feter Montegriffo
has been approuched, '

MR SPEAKER: ' -

With respezt, [ am here to jvdge what is and wheat is not. You have
not asked *ne question in that particular way, if you wish to put
the questior in that particulazr way yov zre free to do so.

dON J C PEREZ:

-1 am asking him if ke wzre tc verify thut because I am sure the Hon
and Learned the Chief Minister is going %o tell me he knows nothing
about the matter.

HON CHIEF MIN1STER:
I am not prepared to answer that hypothetical question.

HOM J C PEREZ:

Mr Speaker, czn the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister confirm that
he has rno knowledge whatsoever that Mr Peter Montegriffo was
appiroached by ¥r Pitaluga in an effort to get him to join his
political party?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I am not prepared to disclose what I may or may not know in a
confidentiel capacity. All I say is that.if an official approach
had been made I would know.

HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the Hon Chief Minister recoincile the compatibility of Mr Pitaluga
being the foreign affairs adviser to him and at the same time forning
a party which must, by its very naturs, provides an alternative to
the 4LACR?

HON CHI & MINISTER:

Yes, that is a very gcod point and that is the point I made before.
The day that that becomes a reality it is obviously ridiculous that
I should be getting advice from somebody who is preparing to oust

my party from office.
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HON M A FEETHAM:

Can the Chief Minister aot then confirm that, in fact, the mere
fact that he is going around asking and setting up the party is a
threat to the AACR.

HON CHIEF MINIST®R:

Well, I would 1like the Hon Member to lsave the threat to the AACR
to me, I will Look after them, you look after your party?

MR SPBAKER:

Next guesticn,
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NO. 336 OF 1987 ORAL

THE HON J BOSSANO

Does Government agree that the statement made by Mr Seruva
giving Chamber support to an airport deal are in conflict
with the unanimous view of the House of Assembly that flights
from Spain to Gibraltar must be subject to the same rules
as flights from any other foreign country? :

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Yes, Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.. 336 OF 1987

HCN J BOSSANCQC:

Obviously Mr Pitaluga has greater protection from the Hon
and -earned Member than Mr Seruya has had, Mr Speaker. ‘

HON CHIEF MINISTEKR:

The policy of the Government on foreign affairs has been the
policy of -the Government. The Government has got advisers
but the policy is explained here and explained everywhere
‘and it has becen done, if I may say so with respect, long before
I was associated with Mr Pitaluga because that only started
in 1963 and I huave been in office since 1945.

. HON J BOSSANG: ' e

I am talking about Mr Seruya, Mr Speaker, and I am saying
that I anticipate that the Hon and Learned Member will not
be so quick to defend the position of Mr Seruya as he has
just been to defend the position of Mr Pitaluga, that is the
remark 1 am making. I am sure everybody in the House agrees
with me. Would the Hon Member consider that it is desirable
in the light of the statement made by the remaining Directors
of the Chamber of Commerce to point out that in the view of
both sides of the House there is an incompatibility since
it would appear that the support that Mr Seruya has from his
remaining colleagues is based on an assumption that the state-
ments made are not in conflict with what the House of Assembly
has agreed unanimously in previous motions?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I believe that I have done all that is required in the circum-
stances by answering the question the way I have answered
it. I also believe that it is unnecessary to give Mr Seruya
much more publicity, which he loves, than he deserves and
that therefore the less one says about that the better. May
I remind Hon Members that in the Gibraltar Chronicle of
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Saturday 3rd October there was a note about all this fuss
and I am quoted as saying: 'Meanwhile the Chief Minister,
Sir Joshua Hassan, yesterday endorsed his Deputy's reaction
to Mr Seruya's statement. The Government's position on the
question of the airport is as set out in the motion passed
unanimously in the House of Assembly which reads as follows:
'This House declares that the views and wishes of the people
of Gibraltar in respect of the use of the airport are that
it should continue...." - I won't repeat it. - "Within this
Sir Joshua wert on to say yesterday: ‘wWe must pursue the
negotiating gp.ocess established in the FRrussels Agreement
towards promotinc cooperation on a mutual and beneficial basis'
The Chief bdinister reminded the Chronicle cf his words during
a debate on thc airport back in Juvne, 19285: 'The airport is
a sensitive issue mainly because Cpain does not acknowledge
British sovereignty over the isthmus. I snould make it clear
that should any implication of this nature arise from any
discussions *that may emerge on air communications, such
implications should be resisted and I am certain that they
would be". So I think my judgement is tnat the reply that
has been given should be the reply to all those who signed
the rather nebulous votce of confidence that the letter attempts
to show without saying it.

HON J BOSSANO:

Would the llon and Learned Member not agree that it is important
also to state guite ciearly that the implication in this so-
called nebulous vcte cof confidence and also in some of the
-statements attributed to Mr Seruya that there is an impending
settlement abouit to be imposed on us 1is one which certainly
to the knowledye of this side of the House has no substance
and I would welcome that he shoulid be able to confirm that
frem the information available to that side of the House,
has no substance either?

HON CHIEF M"NISTER:

Yes, of course and, in fact, it was interesting, again looking
at newspapers, in looking at the Gibraltar Panorama of yester-
day where it says that the settlement had been grounded. TIf
you look back at the Panorama of a few weeks ago they said
that there was a deal already. Some newspapers publish what
they 1like. The answer is there is no deal and there is no
settlement as far as I know and as far as the position goes.
What may happen in the future is another matter and we kcep
a very watchful eye on this matter.

HON J BOSSANC: : .

And that there is, T think, Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member
confirm, that certainly from his contacts with the British
Government there has been noc indication that Her Majesty's
Government 1is contemplating imposing anything on us as is
indicated by the communique of the Chamber of Commerce to
its members saying that before a settlement is made over our
heads it is necessary for us fto act?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Not at all and they know nothing about it. They are just,
if I may say so with the greatest respect, trying to cover
up a faux pas without having the courage to say so.

MR SPEAKER:

Next question.
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19.10.87

NO. 337 OF 1987 ’ ORAL

THE HON M A FEETHAM

What representations have Government made to' the Spanish
authorities regarding the unjustified delays to which vehicles
are being subjected on crossing the frontier to and from Spain?

4

ANSWER

.THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Representations have been made tc the Spanish authorities
at various ‘levels on a number of occasions and it continues
to be the case as and when the position gives course for such
‘representations.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 337 OF 1937
HONM M A FEZTHAM:

Can the Hon and Learned Chief Minister confirm that it was
originaliy envisaged by the Working Team to have a red and
green channel and what progress has been made on that as far
as that is concerned? :

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Well, it was discussed early in the talks but it is not for
me to give the reasons. It is something completely new to
Spain in land frontiers and therefore efforts in respect of
that have not had the desired effects but I do no* think that
it has been given up as a suggestion as being the way that
might help in the question of traffic.

HON M A FEETHAM: i

Can the Hon and Learned Chief Minister state whether the
Spanish authorities have given any indication or information
as to the reason for these unnecessary delays which occur from
time to time, some with more enthusiasm on the part of the
Spaniards than other times? -

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes, sometimes they give an explanation, somstimes it is blamed
on the lack of manpower, sometimes it is other matters
connected with their own natiocnal security. There are quite
a number of reasons ¢iven but not a justification every time.
It is in the somewhat friendly relations between our CTollector
of Customs and the Director of Customs in Spain that these
matters are aired in the best interest possible. Now that
they have appointed a Member of their Parliament to look after
the affairs of Gibraltar, I think perhaps we may be able to
have somehody with authority locally that can attend to these
matters less bureaucratically.
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HON M A PFEETIHAM:

Is the Hon and Learned Chief Minister aware that under European
Community Rules on cross frontier services and crossings that
there are at local level facilities particularly for frontier
workers to be able to cross the frontier in a privileged
situation compared to everybody else so that people who are
going to work back and forth do noi: have to be in the guzue
for two hours?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes, but it is alss fair to say that the 'l'reaty n~tf Accession
of Britain and Gibraltar to the Economic Community did provide
Gibraltar with certain exemptions ifrom VAT, CAP and CU and
it is really not completely integrated in +that sense, and
"I mean in the strict sence of the Community, in the sens=z
of custome and so on because there is this difficulty.

HON M A FETTHAM:

The Hon and Learned Chief Minister is correct in what he has
csald insofar as exports and duty free are concerned but chere
are arrangements at local level in the spirit of cooperation
at frontiers that facilitates movement of people of certain
categories .as to (a) to speed up the crossings, and (b} to
help people get back home from work on each side of the
firontier and I think that would help all round.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Well, atitention to that has no doubt been drawn by the British
diplomats and no doubt also by the people affected. I know
that the people affected have made representations Yecause
otherwise it may not be worth their while to work here if
they have got to spend one-third of their time trying to ocet
in or out.
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