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ORAL
NO. 225 OF 1997

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX - PAYE

How much was collected in PAYE in the months of June, July and August
respectively?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

| assume that the months referred to are for 1997. In 1997, the sum of £3,373,788
was collected in PAYE tax in the month of June; the sum of £4,868,917 in the
month of July, and £3,630,234 in the month of August.



ORAL
NO. 226 OF 1997

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX - PAYE PAYABLE

What was the amount of PAYE payable in the tax year 1996/97 by area of
employment as follows: -

(a) MOD

(b) Gibraltar Government

(c) Government owned and joint venture companies
(d) Private sector employment?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

The total amount of PAYE payable in respect of the tax year 1996/97 was
£39,759,876 analysed as follows:

£
(a) MOD 4,331,850
(b) Gibraltar Government 13,316,782
(c) Government owned and joint venture companies 2,336,239
(d) Private sector employment 19,775,005
39,759,876

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 226 OF 1997

HON J J BOSSANO:

| assume that the figure for the private sector employment, as was the case with the
comparable question for the previous tax year, is based on the P8 returns that have
been received to date. Can the Financial and Development Secretary indicate in
fact whether there are still many that have not been returned which would alter that
figure substantially of £19,775,005?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The figures | have just given are the P8 figures that have been able to be quantified
and it does not include PAYE tax which we have not been able to quantify because
of the non-submission of the P8 forms so there will be some that have not yet been
submitted.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

May | just add, | think that the information that the hon Member is now asking is the
subject matter of Question No. 349 of 1997 in which he asks in respect of how
many employees have P8s not yet been submitted. So he will be getting an answer
to that later.



ORAL
NO. 227 OF 1997

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX - CORPORATION TAX PAYABLE

Can Government state what was the corporation tax payable on assessments
raised for the tax year 1996/97 and how much has been collected to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

The corporation tax payable on assessments raised to date for the tax year 1996/97
totals £10,737,194.

It should be borne in mind that the bulk of what is owed is based on estimated
assessments and that, as and when corporate accounts are filed and examined, the
amount will vary. It should also be noted that assessments have still to be raised in
respect of a number of companies which are currently being examined. The sum
collected to date is £5,248,296.



ORAL
NO. 228 OF 1997

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX - CORPORATION TAX ASSESSMENTS
Can Government state whether there has been any change to the total figure for
assessments for corporation tax for the tax year 1995/96 since the estimated figure
of £13,125,218 was provided?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

The corporation tax payable on assessments raised for the tax year 1995/96 now
totals £12,317,236.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 228 OF 1997

HON J J BOSSANO:

Can the Financial and Development Secretary say what the figure now is for the
actual amount collected which at the time of the previous answer was £7.8 million?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

The amount that has been collected since we gave that previous answer is now
£8.1 million. A



ORAL
NO. 229 OF 1997

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX - CORPORATION TAX ASSESSMENTS

Can Government state what was the figure for assessments for corporation tax
raised for the tax year 1994/95 and how much tax has been paid to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

The corporation tax assessments raised for the tax year 1994/95 totals
£12,684,252. The sum of £10,033,623 has been collected to date.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 229 OF 1997

HON J J BOSSANO:

Of the figure of £12,684,252, can the Government say whether an element of that is
still capable of being disputed because they are estimates made without the
company having submitted accounts and therefore is it possible that that figure of
£12,684,252 could change?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:
Yes.
HON J J BOSSANO:

Can the Government give an indication of the level of the order, are we talking
about £1 million or £500,000 or less than that?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

| do not have that information to hand. The Income Tax Office are currently
examining all the outstanding estimated assessments to try and establish what
should be discharged and what could be in respect of profits actually made and
therefore recoverable but | do not have the figure to hand.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Although the Financial and Development Secretary is right in saying that even the
figure that he has given is still capable of including assessments that may have to
be discharged, but the figure that he has given is net of a large amount of
discharged assessments. In other words, it is not the whole of the grey area that
might need to be removed from there; the gross amount of assessments for that
period was actually £18,784,000 of which just over £6 million have already been
discharged. So the figure of £12,684,000 is already net of £6 million worth of



discharges. So whilst there may still be some amount to be discharged it will be the
residual amount not the main amount of discharges which are frequent and regular
and happen every year because of the way assessments are raised. | hope the hon
Member will find that useful.

HON J J BOSSANO:

Are there still companies in respect of which an assessment for 1994/95 has not
been made?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Not as far as | am aware. | think an assessment has been done now for all 1994/95
accounts of companies.



ORAL
NO. 230 OF 1997

THE HON J J BOSSANO
INCOME TAX - CORPORATION TAX

Can Government state what is the latest figure in respect of corporation tax paid on
assessments raised for the tax year 1995/967?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

The sum of £8,103,043 has been collected to date in respect of corporation tax on
assessments raised for the tax year 1995/96.



ORAL
NO. 231 OF 1997

THE HON J J BOSSANO

1&D FUND - ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE

What is the estimated expenditure of the Improvement and Development Fund by
Head of Expenditure in June, July and August this year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

| am able to provide the expenditure of the Improvement and Development Fund by
Head of Expenditure for June and July of this year. The August 1997 input from
departments is in the process of being posted by the Treasury and, therefore, the
figures for that month are not yet available.

With the hon Member's agreement | will just read the total for both the two months
rather than each month, by Head.

Head Total
£
101 - Housing 9,629
102 - Schools, Youth & Cultural Facilities 323,303
103 - Tourism & Transport 93,891
104 - Infrastructure & General Capital Works 231,367
105 - Electricity 2,272
106 - Industry & Development 265,201
925,663

It must be emphasised that these are tentative figures which may still vary as a
result of any departmental adjustments received.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 231 OF 1997

HON J J BOSSANO:

Can the Financial and Development Secretary give me what the total is for the
whole 1&D Fund?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

It is £925,663.

HON J J BOSSANO:

And this is in fact the June and July figures taken together.
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes.



ORAL
NO. 232 OF 1997

THE HON J J BOSSANO

1&D FUND - ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE
Have there been any alterations to the estimated expenditure of the Improvement
and Development Fund for April and May this year since these estimates were
provided?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

There has not been a change to the expenditure of the Improvement and
Development Fund in April and May of this year since it was last provided in June
1997.

Nevertheless, it must be emphasised that these figures could still vary should any
departmental adjustments be received by the Treasury.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 232 OF 1997

HON J J BOSSANO:

So the position then is that if we take the £671,000 figure that was given in answer
to Question No. 221 of 1997, we are talking about expenditure to date out of the
1&D Fund is estimated to have been of the order of £1.6 million in four months?
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Yes, if it would help | can give the exact figure, it is £1,597,445.



ORAL
NO. 233 OF 1997

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX - CORPORATION TAX

How much has been collected in respect of corporation tax in June, July, August
and September this year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

The sum of £325,285 has been collected in respect of corporation tax in June;
£853,684 in respect of July, and £1,114,248 in respect of August. The figure for the
month of September is not yet available.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 233 OF 1997

HON J J BOSSANO:

Is there any particular explanation for the June figure being relatively low compared
to the other months of this year?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

| think the collection of these taxes does vary from month to month. What | think is
the more interesting figure is that compared to the previous year, not looking at it as
a proportion of corporation tax, we have actually at this stage of the year collected a
slightly higher proportion than we did last year. | think last year at this stage we had
collected about 44 per cent of what we had estimated, this year we have collected
about 46 per cent. But it does vary from month to month.



ORAL
NO. 234 OF 1997

THE HON J J BOSSANO
INCOME TAX - PAYE (BANKING SECTOR)

How much was collected in PAYE tax from the banking sector in the financial year
1996/97 and what was the comparable figure for the previous financial year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY

The sum of £2,996,510 was collected in PAYE tax from the banking sector in the
financial year 1996/97. In the financial year 1995/96 total PAYE tax collected was
£2,814,649.



ORAL
NO. 235 OF 1997

THE HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO

GHA/MOD - SECONDARY HEALTH CARE

Are the Government satisfied with the manner in which the trial period is working
with the MOD in respect of the Gibraltar Health Authority providing them with
secondary health care?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

In general terms the Government are satisfied with the way the interim trial
agreement with the Ministry of Defence is working.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 235 OF 1997

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

Does that mean that the Government are now looking at coming into a long-term
agreement with the MOD after the trial period?

HON K AZOPARDI:

We always said that we would treat the trial period agreement as precisely that, a
period during which both sides could see how things could develop on an interim
basis with a view to a long-term permanent arrangement. Negotiations continue,
there was a meeting with the MOD held a couple of weeks ago. The formal review
will take place in a couple of months time and yes, certainly we are looking towards
a permanent arrangement. Negotiations continue but it is too early to say whether
we will have a permanent arrangement or not. Negotiations will develop and no
doubt the House will be told if and when an agreement is reached.

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

Can the Minister confirm whether he is satisfied that in the event that they actually
come to a long-term arrangement with the MOD, that extra resources will be
required as a result of absorbing extra MOD personnel at St Bernard's Hospital?

HON K AZOPARDI:

That is a matter that is going to be discussed in the negotiations. The Health
Authority management staff, the finance people, are assessing the implications of
any long-term arrangement and so obviously we will enter into an arrangement
which we think protects the Health Authority and the Government's position fully. So
we are going to take into account what the hon Member has suggested and | assure
her that we will discuss that fully.



HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:
So really the answer to my question is yes?
HON K AZOPARDI:

The answer to her question is that we will consider all relevant factors before we
enter into a final arrangement.

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

Is the Minister then satisfied that extra resources will be required? Can he confirm
that?

HON K AZOPARDI:

| am not satisfied at this stage, we are assessing the position. It is a factor in the
negotiation and we will see how things develop and the advice that | receive from
the Health Authority staff. That assessment has as yet not been completed and so
therefore | cannot tell the House or indicate to the House what attack we will take in
the discussions.

HON A ISOLA:

Might | ask the Minister, what are the negotiations that are actually taking place at
this moment bearing in mind, my understanding certainly is that the trial period will,
at its conclusion, lead to a review of whether the trial period has been successful or
not and at that stage, my understanding was, that negotiations would commence or
be concluded as to the long-term arrangements. What | do not understand is what
negotiations are actually taking place in this trial period?

HON K AZOPARDI:

As | indicated to the House, there is an implementation team which is made up of
members of both sides, they constantly review the operation on the interim trial
period and | think it is wise, certainly that is the position we have taken, that we do
not leave negotiations until we are satisfied at the end of the interim trial period. If
we are satisfied as things develop we continue to discuss matters with the MOD.
There is the implementation team that are looking at the nitty gritty of the interim trial
period and there are also, from time to time, meetings between the Health Authority
top level of management and the MOD to discuss the possibility of entering into a
final arrangement. They are discussing matters around the peripheries on the
assumption that the specifics can be ironed out by the implementation.

HON A ISOLA:
Am | right in saying that the intention is that at the end of the review period

negotiations will hopefully, if the trial period is successful, be concluded by that time,
they are actually on-going throughout the trial period?

13



HON K AZOPARDI:

Yes, we would like to take a view, | think both sides would like to take a view before
the interim trial period finishes but it may not be possible to conclude it
simultaneously but certainly | think both would like to take a view before the trial
period finishes that a long-term arrangement is possible and indeed is convenient

for both sides.

14



ORAL
NO. 236 OF 1997

THE HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO

GHA - HEALTH CENTRE RELOCATION

Are the Government now in a position to state whether they will be relocating the
Health Centre?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

Government have taken an in-principle decision that we wish to relocate the Health
Centre. However, negotiations continue between the Government and the relevant
landlords and final agreement has, as yet, not been reached. Apart from this the
Government await detailed plans in relation to the proposed project from the
architects.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 236 OF 1997

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:
Can the Minister inform the House who the relevant landlords are?
HON K AZOPARDI:

Yes, as indicated to the House, | think, last time, the relevant landlords are the
landlords of the ICC.

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

So the Government are only looking at the ICC as an option for the time being, is
that correct?

HON K AZOPARDI:

Having evaluated the options that were available to the Government, the
Government have reduced that option to one but it is not a certainty. We await final
agreement with the landlords.

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

Is there a possibility that if the Casemates development goes underway that the
Health Centre might remain in its present location or it will not remain?



HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Indeed the relocation of the Health Centre is not an essential but an important part
of the Casemates project so really it is the opposite of what the hon Lady says. |
think the only thing that could cause the Health Centre to stay where it is is if we
cannot agree commercial terms with the landlord of the ICC for its installation in that
building. The Government are not going to agree to move to the ICC on any term, it
has got to be on terms which are commercially acceptable to the Government. So
although we have made the policy decision that we would like to move it to the ICC,
it might still not happen if we cannot reach commercial terms.



ORAL
NO. 237 OF 1997

THE HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO

GHA - MEDICAL REVIEW

Can Government confirm how many of the 98 recommendations contained in the
Medical Review have been implemented to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

As indicated in January 1997 when making the Medical Review Report public, it is
estimated that about 35 per cent of the Report's findings will be implemented by the
end of the current financial year, 31 March 1998.

The Authority is on course to achieve that target and at present about 40 per cent of

those recommendations identified for implementation in 1997/98 have been
implemented.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 237 OF 1997

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

Is the Minister in a position to confirm now which of those recommendations make
up the 40 per cent?

HON K AZOPARD!:

Yes, | can indicate to the hon Member, for example, | will list recommendations that
have been made in the Report which we assess have been completed and
implemented at the present time. We have appointed a Chief Executive; a
Personnel Officer and Primary Care Manager have been selected, at the moment
they are pending transfer from the relevant department, two GPs have been
selected; the selection process of GPs now includes general practitioners as
recommended by the Review Report; we are advertising for a dentist/orthodontist as
she will have seen in the media recently, that has come as a result of an internal
assessment of the dental services; there has been an increase in the medical
secretary capability; the Management Board has taken on board the issue of noise
within the Health Authority facilities and is tackling the same; the selection board for
consultants has been reviewed in line with the same review that we have conducted
for general practitioners, in other words, guaranteeing consultants a degree of input
in the selection process; the Medical and Health Ordinance has been amended with
the passage of the 1997 Ordinance to enact re-registration in all relevant
professions, doctors, nurses, pharmacists and dentists; we have taken the policy
decision that specialists over 65 should only continue in exceptional circumstances;
the Specialist in Community Medicine has been redesignated Public Health Director
as she will have seen by the amendment to the Ordinance that came as a schedule
to the 1997 Bill that was presented in July; there has been a review of social work
that has not primarily been considered by health bur rather by health in conjunction
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with education and the disabled via the Milbury Care Services Report and a Health
Promotion Team has been established. Those are the ones that we have
implemented. There is a batch of others that we expect to implement to bring that
total to about 35 per cent of the Report.

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

Can the Minister confirm whether there are any recommendations in the review
which the Government will not be implementing?

HON K AZOPARDI:

Yes, as indicated | think in answer to a previous question in another meeting of the
House, indeed we are not going to implement the Report in its entirety. | would
assess myself, though | have not counted them, that it is between 10 per cent and
15 per cent of the Report will not be implemented for a variety of reasons, primarily
because the Government do not agree with those recommendations.

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

In the same manner that he has given a detailed account of those
recommendations that he has implemented, can he actually give a detailed account
of those he will not implement?

HON K AZOPARDI:

No, as | say, | have not counted them, neither do | have the list because that is not
the question that the hon Member was putting to the House today. Perhaps she can
ask the question on another occasion and | will be glad to go into that detail.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

That is another way of trying to get the Report published here and now because if
we give the House details of the recommendations that we are implementing and
details of the ones that we do not, that would amount to publication of the Report
which will happen in due course. It was a good try anyway, | commend the hon
Lady.

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

| always try my best.



ORAL
NO. 238 OF 1997

THE HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO

GHA - NURSING REVIEW

Can Government explain why the Nursing Review has not yet been made pubhc
since they received it in March of this year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

The Government stated that we had received a report from the Nursing Review
Team in mid-March. That report was not signed by all its members. It transpired that
agreement on the contents of the final report to be submitted to Government had
not been reached. Discussions have ensued in recent months between the
members of the Review Team and a Report signed by all members was presented
to Government on 29 September 1997.

Against this background it was impossible for Government to publish or implement
any of the recommendations made in the Report we had previously received.

The Government will now consider the findings of the team and decide whether to
make the report public.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 238 OF 1997

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

When the Minister says, "The Government will consider whether to make the Report
public", does that mean that there is a possibility they will not make it public?

HON K AZOPARDI:
Yes, it is implicit in that answer that the answer must be yes to that.
HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

If | remember rightly the Minister has said in the House previously that the
Government intend to make both reviews public?

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

If the hon Lady will check Hansard, there is a previous question which she put to me
some months ago, | think at the time that we received this report which then
subsequently became clear had not been signed by all the members, that we had
not taken a decision as yet in relation to this particular report. The reason, of course,
is that the difference between this report and the other report is that this is a report
made up entirely of staff members, it is more of an internal report than the other one
which was made up also of external management consultants.



HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

| will have to check back in Hansard but if my memory is correct when the
Govemment announced these two reviews | am sure that they said that they would
be making it public but | will check. Are the Government then saying that the
Medical Review is of public interest and the Nursing Review is not of public interest?

HON K AZOPARDI:

No, | am sure that all reviews into the Health Services are of public interest but
perhaps what is more of public interest is the outcome of the reviews and the
reforms that are implemented by the Government to ensure that the Health Service
that we all enjoy is the best health service that we can provide. As | say, this is a
matter that will be considered by the Government and we will take a decision on that
in the same way, while we have considered the dental services internally and we
have decided that another dentist/orthodontist should be employed, that internal
assessment has not been made public but what is of interest to the public is that
they are going to get another dentist. | think that is what the public are interested in.

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

| am surprised in the answer by the Minister because the Government always
subscribe to giving the Opposition a lot of information | will not be in a position then
to see what recommendations will be implemented or those that will not be
implemented. Will the Government accept that | am able to put questions in the
House as to the manner in which the Report of the Nursing Review will be
implemented?

HON K AZOPARDI:

It is not the Government that prescribe the rules in this House but Standing Orders.
Under Standing Orders, | am sure, she can put any question which is relevant as
deemed by the Speaker and so the Government will not prevent her from asking
any question but | think rather she is premature in her assessment. If the
Govemment decided not to publish it then she can take that line but at the moment
Government have not decided whether to publish that report or not. Government will
consider the report because a report which was signed by all the members was
received only last Monday and so it is premature for us to have even considered

that matter.
HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:
I will await the outcome then.

HON A ISOLA:
Might | ask, what is the difference or is there any difference of any substance

between the March report and the 29 September report other than the signatures
were not on the document?
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HON K AZOPARD!:

Obviously there were some differences because not all the members felt that they
could sign the report which was submitted to me in March but | think it would be
inappropriate for me to go into the differences at this stage when that clearly was
not the report of the team. What | have now in my possession is the report of the
team and we will consider that.

21



ORAL
NO. 239 OF 1997

THE HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO

GHA - POST OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Can Government confirm whether the post of Chief Executive for the Gibraltar
Health Authority has now been filled?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

Mr Gavin Jackson has been appointed Chief Executive of the Giibraltar Health
Authority. He will be assuming his post on the 9 October, in other words, next
Thursday.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 239 OF 1997

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:
Can the Minister confirm who Mr Gavin Jackson's previous employer was?
HON K AZOPARDI:

Mr Jackson was Chief Executive, | believe, in the Orkney Islands. So | believe his
employers would be the Orkney Islands Council or whatever it is.

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

I assume that the post of General Manager has now disappeared? In that case can
the Minister confirm who is going to be the second in command?

HON K AZOPARDI:

The post of General Manager has disappeared since the deletion of that phrase as
a result of the schedule to the Medical and Health Ordinance which amended the
Medical (Gibraltar Health Authority) Ordinance 1987. By virtue of that schedule
which listed amendments to the 1987 Ordinance, the hon Lady, if | can refer her to
that, will see that the title of the Finance Officer has also changed to Deputy Chief
Executive and Finance Officer; the acting Chief Executive is Ernest Lima. He has
always been Finance Officer as well so he will be assisting Mr Jackson directly as
his next in command, if | can put it that way.
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HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

Are the Government hoping that after Mr Gavin Jackson's contract expires the job
will be taken over by a Gibraltarian?

HON K AZOPARDI:

It is Government's publicly stated view that we certainly expect at the end of the
tenure of Mr Jackson to localise the position.
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ORAL
NO. 240 OF 1997

THE HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO

GHA - NURSING QUALIFICATIONS

Can Government confirm whether Gibraltar nursing qualifications are accepted in
the EU?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

The Medical and Health Ordinance 1997 which went through all its stages in July
this year inter alia transposes the relevant EC Directives on mutual recognition of
nursing qualifications obtained in EEA States. The Government fully expect that
same principle of mutuality of recognition to be respected throughout the EU in
relation to nurses obtaining their qualifications in Gibraltar.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 240 OF 1997

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

I have heard the Minister say that he expects them to be accepted in the EU. Have
the Government actually sought confirmation from the UK authorities like, for
example, the UKCC to verify whether Gibraltar nursing qualifications will be
accepted throughout Europe?

HON K AZOPARDI:

| say that | expect them to be recognised. | am sure in the same way that the
previous administration expected them to be recognised as well but the previous
administration encountered, when they were in office, that problem with the
Gibraltar nurse who was in Barcelona, who was trained in Gibraltar, had UKCC
registration and yet there were difficulties thrown in her path as for registration in
Spain. That finally was cleared up as a result of a letter written by the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office to the UKCC who then were able to issue the relevant
certificate to her which she utilised to be registered in Spain. So while | say that the
Government expect that, we are not naive in thinking that we may encounter
problems, if we do encounter problems those problems will have to be addressed in
the same way that problems were addressed in 1991 when that issue of the
Gibraltarian nurse in Barcelona arose, with the assistance of both the UKCC and
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. Certainly in that connection | am taking the
matter up with the UKCC to discuss the issue with them and while we, as yet, do not
need any assistance because there is no live issue in respect of any particular
nurse who wants to register in any Member State of the EU with Gibraltarian
qualifications, | certainly wish to put them on notice that there may come a time in
future that we may need their assistance and then | intend to ask them for that.
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HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

Is the Minister aware because | was fully involved in the negotiations in the incident
in 1991 with the local nurse who wanted to seek employment in Barcelona, is he
aware that the problem was resolved only because she was accepted as being
registered with the UKCC?

HON K AZOPARDI:

| have seen the correspondence. | think that is probably right. | think there are two
scenarios which we could encounter in future. The first will be when a Gibraltarian
nurse takes up registration with the UKCC, if that happens | think the avenue of
resolution will be the same as occurred with the nurse in Barcelona. In other words, |
think it can be solved in the same way. The other scenario | think that we could
encounter is that if there is a nurse in Gibraltar who obtains their qualifications here
in accordance with the relevant EC Directive but does not take up registration with
the UKCC because | understand that is optional and then wishes to go to another
EU Member and practice there, | think that scenario has not been tested, to my
knowledge, in the past, where a Gibraltarian nurse has qualifications in accordance
with the Directive but wishes to go to another Member State but is not UKCC
registered. | think there is a mechanism that we could probably rely on with the
assistance of the UKCC but certainly we will have to ask them for that assistance,
that is why | want to discuss that possible scenario with them. It is clear to me how
we can solve the first scenario but the second scenario | think can be solved in a
particular way but that issue has never arisen before. | say that because hon
Members will agree with me that it would have been more helpful of course to our
position if in the relevant Directive, there had been a reference to a qualification
endorsed by the MRB in Gibraltar and not necessarily through the UKCC. If that had
been the case then the competent authority, the MRB, would be recognising the
Directive in black and white and it would be easier for our nurses to directly go into
other EU members without having first to go through the avenue of the UKCC. But
irrespective of that, | believe that there might be a mechanism which is on the face
of one of the amending Directives to 77/452 and so | think that there is a possibility
that even in the case of a Gibraltarian nurse who does not have UKCC registration
we might be able to address that matter. | am going to take the issue up with the
UKCC as | indicated to the hon Member and | hope that we at least have an
understanding, in due course, that if the situation arises we can tackle that.
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ORAL
NO. 241 OF 1997

THE HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO

GHA - DIALYSIS CLINIC
Are Government prepared to provide funds for the establishment of a Dialysis Clinic
in Gibraltar?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

The Government are in discussion with the Dialysis Patients Association in relation
to this issue and will consider any proposals that are made to us as long as we are
satisfied that these are fully in patients interests.

It is worthy of note though that the previous administration did not establish a
Dialysis Clinic in Gibraltar.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 241 OF 1997

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

| think just to clarify the last point that the Minister has made, we were not
considering it because we had just encountered the problems we were having in La
Linea and that is the reason why we had not established it, it was only a couple of
months before we actually lost the elections and we started encountering problems
with the La Linea Clinic. If the Minister is saying that he will consider it, that in effect
to me means that in considering they are prepared to provide funds, is that the
case?

HON K AZOPARDI:

We are prepared to consider, | think there have been many public statements made
by the Chairwoman of the British Kidney Patients Association as to whether they
would fund the capital costs of setting up a small force station satellite dialysis unit
in Gibraltar. The position was that we discussed that matter when she arrived in
Gibraltar. Certainly the patients feel that the service that is provided by La Linea is
second to none, they are very satisfied with the actual service. | think perhaps they
are concerned and anxious about the possibilities that it may be withdrawn or may
not be withdrawn about perhaps difficulties they may encounter in transit through
the border but | think with the service itself | think it is safe to say that they are very
happy with the service itself that they receive. The position that was arrived at was
that the Chairwoman of the BKPA suggested that we should ask those same
doctors whom had the expertise, doctors in La Linea, to put a proposal to the
Government to set up that satellite unit in Gibraltar and that they would look towards
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the capital costs. It is not only cost that is a factor. | think the recurrent expenditure
would be well over the expenditure we currently spend on the service. It is the
medical factors that concern me most in this sense, the current La Linea Clinic is
side by side with the Renal Unit of the hospital. We do not have a Renal Unit in our
hospital, should an emergency transpire those same patients would have to be
rushed to the nearest Renal Unit which is in La Linea in any event and the Spanish
doctors themselves, even though | have asked them for a proposal, have expressed
anxiety to me that they are not satisfied in a medical sense that it is in the patients’
medical interest that a satellite unit be set up here when they have the emergency
facilities side by side to the Renal Unit in Spain. But, as | say, we have asked for a
proposal from the Spanish doctors. The situation with the BKPA is that they will
provide capital money if a proposal is received by us which everyone is satisfied
with financially and medically. A proposal has not been received as yet and so we
shall await developments. But | have to say, on a note of caution, that when | first
met the Spanish doctors back in June 1996, we discussed that possibility of a
satellite unit here in Gibraltar and | asked them to put forward a proposal and they
never sent me anything. So | am cautious about the possibility of actually receiving
something.

HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO:

The Minister has given me a very lengthy reply but unfortunately he has not
answered the question that | put to him originally. In the event that the Government
receive proposals and they are happy with those proposals, are the Government
prepared to provide the funds for the establishment of a clinic?

HON K AZOPARDI:

If we are satisfied with both the financial and medical factors, there is a possibility
that we would provide funds but we would have to be satisfied with that and |
indicated in that somewhat lengthy answer, which | do not concede did not answer
the question, that that is the background to why and how the factors would be
exercised.

HON J J BOSSANO:

The Minister said that the running costs would be higher than they are at present.
What are the running costs at present?

HON K AZOPARDI:

The only costs at present, | am advised, are the set off costs which are payable to
the UK under the reciprocal health care arrangements and | am advised that those
are lower in proportion than would be if we run our own satellite unit.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is it not the case that the problem with the clinic arises out of the fact that no bills

have been submitted to the United Kingdom so how does he know what the bills are
going to be if and when they ever arrive?
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HON K AZOPARDI:

| say that because irrespective of the fact that no bills, as the hon Member says,
have been submitted by Spain to Britain, the Finance Officer of the Health Authority
projects a certain expenditure in due course in relation to the set off arrangements
and he advises me that in due course when sums become due, when a claim is
made, it will still be much more expensive to run a satellite unit here in Gibraltar. It is

‘on the basis of projected expenditure.

HON J J BOSSANO:

Can the Minister give an indication of what that projected expenditure amounts to so
that we can assess what much more expensive means?

HON K AZOPARDI:

| am advised, and | do so with a note of caution again, | do not have the figures in
front of me, but | understand that we are talking about something like £30,000-odd
in respect of the La Linea Clinic service but if we run a satellite unit the recurrent
expenditure would amount to a sum in excess of £120,000 or £130,000, something

like that.
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ORAL
NO. 242 OF 1997

THE HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO

GHA - EMPLOYEES

Can Government confirm whether their policy continues to be that Gibraltar Health
Authority employees should cease to be employed as civil servants?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

Gibraltar Health Authority employees, like other employees of Government
departments or public sector agencies, are and will remain public servants. The
exact terms of their engagement within the Authority (which is a separate statutory
creation that dates back to 1987) is a matter for discussion between the relevant
unions and the Chief Executive of the Authority when he takes up his post.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 242 OF 1997

HON J J BOSSANO:

Is in fact the Minister seeking to draw a distinction between public servants and civil
servants?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

There is, in fact, no distinction; there is a distinction between industrial and non-
industrial public servants but except in that respect the phrase civil servant or public
servant are synonymous. The point that the Minister is trying to make is that those
employees of the Health Authority will remain public/civil servants, depending on
which phrase one uses but they will remain both, but that the Government have
already given indication both publicly and privately to the unions concerned, that the
Government have an interest in concentrating expertise within particular areas of
the public service which we think benefits from the accumulation of expertise
amongst its staff. One of the areas where the Government wish to see expertise
concentrated on a long-term basis is the Health Authority and therefore the sort of
things that we are talking about, although this is a matter for discussion and
consultation with the unions and not for imposition, the sort of things that we are
discussing is, for example, whether civil servants in the Gibraltar Health Authority
should expect to be freely transferable on probation or otherwise. In other words,
would they be free to apply on promotion outside the Health Authority. That is the
sort of area that we have a long-term ambition to try and get civil servants to
develop expertise in a particular discipline, a wide discipline, not too narrow a
discipline obviously because otherwise it would affect promotion prospects, but to
get civil servants to obtain expertise in a wide band of, we call it tube of expertise
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and then to make a career within that tube but, of course, the Government
recognises that that tube has got to give the people that stick within it a career
structure and a career path which is not disadvantageous in relation to the one that
they might have if the tube is the whole public service which is the position at the
moment. There is much work to be done, there is much discussion to be done. The
fact is, in essence, the principal area in which the Government would like in
discussion to alter the position as against what it is at present.

HON J J BOSSANO:

Does the Chief Minister not agree that in fact none of that requires that people
should be employed by the Health Authority instead of being employed by the
Crown? That is to say, just like in the Customs Department or in the Port
Department or in any other department there can be a careers structure within the
department based on expertise within the department and obviously as happens in
paramedical and nursing grades where transferability is not an issue because the
skills that they have are only useful in medical services and nowhere else and are
only found in medical services and nowhere else, we are really talking presumably
only about administrative grades who previously had been transferable, even if the
Government wanted to retain the administrative grades that are seconded to the
Health Authority permanently in the Health Authority, surely it is possible to reach an
agreement on that without them having to cease to be employees of the Crown?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes, that is true, it is technically possible to do that. We do not think, even if they
were employed by the Gibraltar Health Authority directly, we would not, as the hon
Member appears to assume is the case from what he has just said, we would not
necessarily regard that as not being employment with the Crown. In other words, the
link between the Gibraltar Health Authority and the Government is a clear and
obvious one and certainly the Government have no intention, the purpose of this is
not in any sense to prejudice or reduce any aspect of the terms of conditions of
these employees or to disadvantage them in any way. It is an attempt to simply get
employees of the Gibraltar Health Authority to think of themselves and of their future
careers as being within the Gibraltar Health Authority and employees of the
Gibraltar Health Authority to get that team spirit which | think would be to the
advantage of the Gibraltar Health Authority. That is the principle as opposed to
having people who think that they are in the Gibraltar Health Authority for a year or
two and then they could be in the Port Department or in the Tourism Ministry and do
not actually regard themselves as being career health administrators. That really is
the point. But the hon Member is right, that objective can technically be achieved so
long as the detail of the agreement is correct without them stopping being
employees of the Crown.

HON J J BOSSANO:

Since we are talking therefore about that objective and the fact that it can be done
within the existing system and that it applies in fact to a relatively small proportion of
the total staff, this is something different from what was recommended at the
creation of the Health Authority to which | think the Minister made reference in his
opening reply about the Health Authority being a separate body since 1987. In fact
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the Review Team recommended that people should have their contracts of
employment with the Government terminated and replaced by new contracts of
employment in a contractual relationship with the Gibraltar Health Authority and, as |
understand it, the Review Team that has looked at what was recommended the last
time has in fact recommended the same thing again.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

And indeed the Government may still decide to adopt that recommendation, we just
have not yet made that decision. But the important point to emphasise is that even if
that were to happen it would not be at the expense of any of the terms and
conditions, in other words, the employees even if they became contractually
employees of the Gibraltar Health Authority as opposed to employees directly of the
Crown, that would have no consequence to the employees in terms of their security
of employment, in terms of their remuneration package, or in terms of the
disciplinary regime to which they would be subject or any of the issues that can
legitimately be thought of by employees as being consequential to them personally
as a result of change. That is not the objective and certainly that will not be allowed
to happen.

HON J J BOSSANO:

But the Government are aware, in fact, that this was one of the serious concems
that people had at the time in 1987 when they asked for what had been initiated to
be reversed?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes. People's concemns are sometimes well-founded and sometimes simply the
result of anxieties, the result of people not being clear and frank and sincere with
them. This is a matter for consultation, this is a matter for discussion, this is not
something that the Government are interested in rushing around to impose on
people and | think that should the Government decide to do this, it would only be
after that process of discussion and consultation which left the Government clear
that the staff understood the position and realised and accepted that this had no
short, medium or indeed long-term adverse consequences to their personal
positions.
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ORAL
NO. 243 OF 1997

THE HON MISS M | MONTEGRIFFO

GHA - PERSONAL EMOLUMENTS

Can Government give the estimated cost of personal emoluments of the
administrative grades in the expenditure of the Gibraltar Health Authority for the
financial year 1997/987?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

The position is as reflected in answer to Question No. 165 of 1997.
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ORAL
NO. 244 OF 1997

THE HON J C PEREZ

PEDESTRIANISATION - AMEY CONSTRUCTION

Can Government state what are the streets scheduled for pedestrianisation and
included in the contract signed with Amey Construction last week, and what is the
cost of the project?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

The streets scheduled for beautification as a result of the agreement reached with
Amey Construction are:

Phase 1
Cooperage Lane; Tuckey's Lane; Market Lane; Horse Barrack Lane.
Phase 2

Irish Town (incorporating Irish Place); Parliament Lane; Bishop Rapallo Ramp;
Cannon Lane (north of Bishop Rapallo Ramp).

The estimated cost of the project is £1.2 million.

Government have, as yet, not taken a decision as to whether these streets will be
pedestrianised or if so, the extent of such pedestrianisation.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 244 OF 1997

HON J C PEREZ:

Can the Minister state what is the estimated length of the contract, that is to say,
how long are the works scheduled before they are completed?

HON K AZOPARDI:

| believe the work started on 22 September, phase 1 which involves those streets
that | have listed, will go on for five months. Phase 2 will run consequentially and will
run for six months so we expect that by August next year the whole project will have
been completed barring, of course, extensions that may arise as a result of things
like archaeological works and infrastructural works which delayed Main Street
somewhat.
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HON A ISOLA:

By comparison to the cost of the original Main Street beautification costs, what is
the comparison between phase 2 and phase 1 in terms of area as relative to cost?
Because it seems that this figure is actually very close and | think it is in excess of
the cost of the whole of Main Street area originally contracted.

HON K AZOPARDI:

By the time we finished with Main Street because of the infrastructural works, the
archaeological digs and all of that, the final figure was something in the region of
£1.6 million so it is not more expensive. In relation to the difference between costs
of the phases as between themselves, | do not have those figures but | can certainly
write to the hon Member with the figures of estimated costs in relation to the
particular phases and indeed the particular streets if that is the information he

wants.

HON A ISOLA:
Yes, that is the information but in fact, could he also give me, which | am sure he

has from the costings, the cost per metre | think is how they calculate the cost of
these works, for the original phase and for this one. Thank you.
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ORAL
NO. 245 OF 1997

THE HON J C PEREZ

STREETS - GENERAL CLEANLINESS
Are Government satisfied with the general state of cleanliness of our streets?
ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

The Government are dissatisfied with the state of cleanliness of some of our streets
and are reviewing the existing arrangements in that respect.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 245 OF 1997

HON J C PEREZ:

Can the Minister give specific examples of the review that is taking place and what
measures the Government intend to implement to improve the situation?

HON K AZOPARDI:

| have asked the Cleansing Superintendent to look at all the issues. He highlights
several causes which he thinks in his opinion are the issues here. Firstly there is an
issue of equipment that perhaps in some areas not proper equipment is being used;
enforcement and monitoring needs to be tightened up and then the actual cleansing
itself has to be done perhaps a bit more vigorously. | will give the hon Member
examples of what | am talking about. In Main Street, for example, in the beautified
paving, | think we all agree that it is not as sparkling as we would like it to be. The
conclusion that we are discussing at the moment is that perhaps the equipment that
we are using just simply cannot cope with the level of ingrained dirt, of chewing gum
and things like that. At the moment my department is in discussions with the
contractor who says that that paving has been laid in other cities in the UK and the
ultimate product is indeed clean and that is as a result of different machinery that
we use. So we are arranging for a demonstration trial for Main Street which we hope
will result in perhaps a cleaner Main Street and if that is not the case and the cause
is the equipment we know where we have to target our resources. In relation to
things like enforcement, | think my department advises me that they are
encountering problems with people not removing their cars in streets that have to be
cleansed from time to time. This is as a result of a ruling of the Supreme Court that
held that clamping could not be undertaken under certain circumstances, | know
that the Attorney-General's Department has been looking at alternative legislation to
see whether we can reintroduce a system which will help us to tackle cleansing
whilst taking into account the concerns that the Learmed Judge voiced in that
particular case. There has not been | think vigorous enforcement of litter tickets
which we hope will happen. | have a meeting scheduled with all the relevant
agencies to take place within the next 10 days or so when we will discuss the
Cleansing Superintendent's conclusions and action that needs to be taken. There
also has to be, apart from a tightening by the departments and a vigorous
implementation of cleansing by the contractors, public awareness, we all need to
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make Gibraltar tidy. It is not my department or any Member of the Government who
go around putting out bags, it must be either tourists or members of the community
and | think we all have to be conscious that if we really want to have a good product
in Gibraltar we all must assume a degree of responsibility for the product and we all
must play our part in achieving that ultimate product. So | think the public have a lot
to blame as well in this final product that we establish. | think also the topic has
been discussed that there are so many contractors as well that there is a system of
disjointed cleansing and monitoring to the extent that the cleansing monitors have to
be very careful when monitoring the situation who they deal with because the map
of Gibraltar in a street cleansing sense has literally been carved up into various
different contracts and so it is not as if they have got to deal with one contractor,
they have got to deal with a whole variety, six or seven of them, so that makes
monitoring of course much more difficult as well. Those are all the issues that we
are talking about. As | say, | have a meeting to discuss the conclusions of that and
we hope to identify action that we can take and indeed take action towards that.

HON J C PEREZ:

Would the Minister consider a practice that was discontinued by the present
administration in some streets where there was a ban on parking on one side of the
road on a particular day and on the other side another particular day of the week to
enable the vehicles to be removed so that adequate cleansing would take place?
This was an effective way of dealing with some of the problems the Minister has
identified and something which was suggested by the same Cleansing
Superintendent that he has now.

HON K AZOPARODI:

I have not heard that suggestion before. Certainly | am willing to discuss any matter
that will help the situation, certainly | am willing to discuss that when | next meet with
him. But | think the issue is that irrespective of a ban, in areas that parking is still
banned people are not removing their cars anyway.

HON J C PEREZ:

| concur with the Minister that it is not an easy task but | suggest that he should seek
to find out what used to happen with the previous administration which was so
highly criticised by the then Opposition who are in Government today. A lot of these
measures were discontinued and as a result the result is that some people might be
happier because they get less fines on their cars but the product, at the end of the
day which is Gibraltar is much dirtier. | suggest the Minister gets back and looks at
the history of the situation and he will find that a lot of things that he is looking at
now had originally been implemented by us and criticised by them.

HON K AZOPARDI:
The Government certainly will look at any measures to tackle the issue of

cleanliness but | suggest that if they were highly criticised by the Opposition which
was the GSD at the time they cannot have been any good.
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HON A ISOLA:

Bearing in mind the Government have said that they are not satisfied with the state
of cleanliness in Main Street, directly because of the surface and the difficulties in
tackling that surface, bearing in mind that that surface can be treated in other parts
particularly in the United Kingdom to reasonable satisfaction, are Government
satisfied that bearing in mind the difficulties they have had to date with cleaning the
current surface that it is the right step to proceed to sign a contract for another £1.2
million for the next phase of pedestrianisation with the same surface? Have they
considered looking at alternative types which may not be too dissimilar from the
current surface which may be easier to clean and maintain in a more satisfactory
state?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

| just want to take the hon Member up on one of the premises of his question. The
Government's dissatisfaction with the cleanliness of Main Street is not limited
exclusively to the stains of the road surface. We are dissatisfied also about the
extent of the litter and the emptying of rubbish bins and things of that kind as well
and the Govermmment's review of our cleaning arrangements extends to all those
areas. The question of the condition of road surface itself, which | think is the
principal thrust of the hon Member's supplementary, is a different issue and it is
clear that the parts which are most stained are the parts where traffic has had
access and in respect of the main part of Main Street, there are traffic stains even
from the limited vehicular use, for example, the refuse lorry drips oil onto the parts of
Main Street that are closed to traffic. And the other source of staining is chewing
gum and the Government have invited proposals to deal with those issues. | would
like my hon Colleague just to answer the main part of the supplementary but | just
wanted to make it clear to the hon Member that our concern about the state of
cleanliness, especially in relation to Main Street but not limited to Main Street, is not
focused exclusively on matters which derive from the nature of the road surface
itself.

HON K AZOPARDI:

Clearly the matter of cleansing must be tackled. The discussions that we are holding
with the contractors, in those discussions we have received assurances that
services are indeed extremely clean in the areas where they have laid it in the UK
and that it is because of the deficient machinery that is being used at the moment. It
is against that background that we have decided to proceed with that matter. We
are arranging a demonstration and trial which hopefully will happen relatively soon
within the next few weeks. As | say, | think we will be able to tackle those matters. |
agree they are matters that need to be tackled but | am assured that they will be.

HON J GABAY:

Whatever comments the Minister has made with regard to analysing the problem,
looking at proposals, trying to amend the situation, the reality is that some of our
streets are absolutely filthy. Would the Minister confirm, as an example, that Naval
Hospital Road, where we both live, is intolerably filthy and has been for the last year
and that despite repeated calls to his department, that street has not been washed
down for the last year apart from the providential rains?
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HON K AZOPARDI:

| live on the same road as the hon Member so | see it every day. Let me say that the
contractor that is supposed to clean that street was a contractor engaged by the
previous administration who despite the numerous calls from my department fails to
comply with his contractual duty, that is precisely the issues that | have been talking
about. Not only is it public awareness and enforcement, it is actual cleaning of the
contractors themselves that is deficient in certain circumstances and if there is
anyone to blame it is the previous administration who engaged that particular
contractor.

HON J GABAY:

May | add that we are facing again the usual problem and that is that the
Government do not realise that they are holding the reins of power. What happened
in the past or what happened with previous contractors, the fact remains. Surely the
Minister would not refuse to accept that he has the political responsibility to make
the necessary changes and that it is rather tiresome to be listening all the time
about what was happening a year and a half ago?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Yes, the Government entirely accept the analysis of the hon Member and as we are
clear that the contractual arrangements made by the Oppos<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>