
 1

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 841 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON L A RANDALL 

 
 

ROAD WORKS 
 

Can Government state the areas of Gibraltar’s public highways that were resurfaced 
during the period June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

 
 

The following areas have been resurfaced during the period June, July, August and 
September 2006: 
 

1. The upper and lower car parks at South Pavilion Road; 
2. Scud Hill, adjacent to the south district Post Office; 
3. Moorish Castle Estate, from the entrance to the private car park up to 

the bridge; 
4. Town Range involving the reconstruction of a trench from George’s 

Lane up to the rear access to the Courts; 
5. Hospital Ramp, from below the location of the ex-Maternity Ward up to 

Castle Steps; 
6. Large patchwork repairs at Reclamation Road, Devil’s Tower Road 

and Cumberland Road. 
 
 

In addition to these, the Engineer Lane and Bell Lane beautification works are 
nearing completion, with the first sections from Cornwall’s Parade down to the small 
car park at Engineer Lane already in use. 
 
The Orange Bastion road project is also progressing well with a section of the new 
link road having already been opened. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 842 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON L A RANDALL 

 
 

SMITH DORRIEN BRIDGE 
 

Can Government provide the date on which the first phase of the maintenance works 
programme to Smith Dorrien Avenue was completed, the number of additional 
phases involved, the cost of each additional phase and the date on which the 
maintenance works are scheduled to be completed by? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

 
 

It had originally been planned to undertake the maintenance works to Smith Dorrien 
Bridge in two stages, the first being the replacement of the walkways and 
maintenance work to the gusset plates at the lower joints.  The second phase, initially 
planned for a later date, involved resurfacing the bridge deck, maintenance work to 
the upper joints and painting.  However, inspection of the bridge in connection with 
the first phase of the works along the western side, revealed substantial corrosion 
affecting the bridge’s steel deck supporting plates.  A decision was therefore taken to 
undertake the full refurbishment of the bridge as one continuous contract. 
 
Works are progressing in a systematic manner for the west side of the bridge, across 
the roadways and onto the east walkway, at both upper and lower levels. 
 
The estimated cost for the entire project is £430,000 and the works are scheduled for 
completion by mid-December 2006.  The roadway will be opened to two-way traffic in 
early November 2006 upon completion of the final resurfacing works. 



 3

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 843 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON L A RANDALL 

 
 

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT 
 

Can Government state whether they have now concluded their consideration of the 
Consultant’s report in respect of the Sewage Treatment Plant? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

 
 

The Consultant’s report remains under consideration by Government. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 843 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Is it likely to take very much longer, taking into account that the preliminary study was 
received in January 2006? 
 
 
HON J J NETTO: 
 
Well, Government are actually considering not only how to proceed with this one but 
also in conjunction with the works at the incinerator plant.  This requires a lot of 
issues to be considered by Government, not just technical but financial as well and 
we are still considering the options available to us.   
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Is there a deadline in the EC Directives that relate to having to have a treatment plant 
rather than put the sewage output into the sea, like we are doing at the moment? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes there is, of which almost everybody is in default.  In other words, I think there is 
only one sewage treatment plant in this geographical region and everybody else is 
behind the schedule and I think that is more or less the pattern across large swathes 
of the European Union, but there is a deadline which we are now, together with 
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hundreds of other places, actually unlikely to meet because of the length of time that 
it would take to execute the project in any event. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
But the deadline is still in the future? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, the deadline is still in the future as we speak today, which I am not suggesting is 
tomorrow. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 844 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON F R PICARDO 

 
 

OESCO 
 

Will Government state what progress has been made in respect of the potential 
works for the noise insulation of the OESCO power station at Europa Business 
Centre and what costs it will entail, or whether these plans will be abandoned in light 
of the establishment of a new power station in the area of Lathbury Barracks? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
 

Government are currently considering the recommendations of a consultant’s report 
and a public statement of its determination on this matter will be made in due course. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 844 OF 2006 
 
 

HON F R PICARDO: 
 
Is it true, is it not, that the power station in the area of Lathbury Barracks is going 
ahead?  We are not looking at a consultant’s report in that respect, are we? 
 
 
HON J J NETTO: 
 
Well, as envisaged the Government proceed to relocate Waterport Power Station to 
Lathbury Barracks and regardless of the duration of the contract of OESCO, the 
reality remains that the roof where OESCO at the moment happen to be, is in a 
precarious condition which needs fixing up, so to speak.  So those are areas which 
we need to consider as well as the fact that one of the issues in the consultant’s 
report is that there are responsibilities within the Government and responsibilities to 
the actual operator there and those are the areas where we are at the moment in 
discussion with them, in order to apportion which responsibility follows on either so 
that, obviously, the work can proceed. 
 
 
HON F R PICARDO: 
 
So, is the consultant’s report a consultant’s report into the fabric of the building or into 
power generation in Gibraltar? 
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HON J J NETTO: 
 
On the fabric of the building. 
 
 
HON F R PICARDO: 
 
So, is the new power generating station at Lathbury Barracks going to provide for all 
the power generation needs of Gibraltar, or are we going to still need to rely on 
OESCO? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
There is a contract with OESCO which extends in time beyond the commencement 
of operation of the new power station.  The new power station will have greater 
capacity than the present power station and will have space for even further capacity 
to be added, thereby leaving flexibility for the future to decide by the addition of 
engines whether the OESCO contract is renewed or not renewed and additional 
capacity installed in the other generating station. 
 
 
HON F R PICARDO: 
 
Let us be clear, the consultant’s report is into who has to pay for the fixing of the 
fabric of the roof? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No, the consultant’s report is predominantly……… The lease is clear and has been 
since the date that it was issued long before we arrived in office.  The lease has 
always been clear about the landlord’s responsibility for noise insulation and the 
report is technical as to the methods of noise insulating.  That is what the report is 
really about.  The reason why this has not been done much quicker than before and I 
suppose that is the reason why the hon Members did not do it when they were in 
office, is that until the MoD deals with its generating station the advice is, and I 
suppose they got the same advice as we have had, that the decibel reduction will be 
non-discernible.  In other words, the Government can spend millions of pounds noise 
insulating OESCO’s power station, the residents of the south district will not notice 
any meaningful reduction in noise whilst next door to it there is another power station 
producing the levels of noise.  That is why we have dealt with both issues in tandem 
in relation to the MoD’s plans to address its own power station. 
 
 
HON F R PICARDO: 
 
So what is the timetable for the completion of the consultant’s report? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No, the consultant’s report is completed.  I interpret the hon Member’s questions 
therefore to mean how quickly do the Government think that they will consider, make 
their decision and get on with it.  We think that all of that will happen during the 
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course of early next year.  In other words, we expect to have made a decision on the 
way forward and to put out the necessary execution contracts early in the new year.  
Indeed, the decision as to the way forward may very well be taken this side of the 
new year but it is unlikely that any implementation work will take place. 
 
 
HON F R PICARDO: 
 
Is there clarity as to the cost involved already?  Are there a number of options which 
are already costed or not? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Well, there may be different options each of which have different cost implications.  If 
the hon Member’s next Supplementary Question is going to be ‘well can he give us 
an indication of what they are?’ the answer is no, because this will then be subject to 
a commercial tender process for due execution of the works and it would be most 
imprudent of the Government to publish to those tenderers what they think they 
expect to have to pay for the works. 
 
 
HON F R PICARDO: 
 
That was not going to be my next question.  My next question is now going to be 
almost the same one, which is to say, have the consultants costed what they think 
the different alternatives should cost? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
The Government have the consultant’s report under consideration and this exchange 
in the House is not a debate about what the consultant’s report says and the 
Government are not willing to publish details of what the consultant’s report says.  
Certainly not until we have made a decision ourselves about which of its 
recommendations to accept and which not to accept.  Even then, there is no 
commitment to publish it. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 845 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON F R PICARDO 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT – HYDROGEN SULPHIDE 
 

Can Government confirm what levels of hydrogen sulphide have been detected in the 
south district arising form bunkering operations? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
 

Government have not undertaken any monitoring at present in the south district.  
Government, through the Bunkering Superintendent, have been carrying out spot 
checks at source, that is, the bunkering barges and the levels of hydrogen sulphide 
have been well below the recommended exposure limits. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 845 OF 2006 
 
 

HON F R PICARDO: 
 
Can the Minister provide me with those levels? 
 
 
HON J J NETTO: 
 
Yes. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 846 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – ANONYMOUS PHONE CALLS 
 

Can Government state, since the policy inviting anonymous phone calls on the non-
use of Government rented dwellings was introduced on 14 December 2005: 
 

(a) how many phone calls have been received; 
(b) in how many cases was the information received correct; 

 
and provide a breakdown by month and estate since April 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

I hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 847 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – ROSS HOUSE 
 
 

Can Government state if it is aware of the dilapidated state of some of the external 
window sills, balconies and walls of Ross House, Alameda Estate? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 848 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 848 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – ROSS HOUSE/RED SANDS HOUSE 
 

Can Government state if it is aware of the dangerous state of disrepair of the 
overhead walkway linking Red Sands Road to Ross House and Red Sands House, 
Alameda Estate? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 847 of 2006 
 
Government are aware of some spalling concrete, in particular, window sills, 
balconies and walls of Ross House.   
 
 
Answer to Question No. 848 of 2006 
 
The Ministry for Housing is also aware that the reinforced concrete footbridges to 
Ross House and Red Sands House are affected with spalling concrete.  This, 
however, does not mean that they are in a dangerous condition.  They can, in fact 
they are being used in their current state. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 847 AND 848 OF 2006 
 
 

HON C A BRUZON: 
 
Have Government not heard reports from neighbours who complain that there may 
be a tragic accident because bits of concrete do fall and are likely to fall on some 
individual?  Are Government not aware of the length of time that these reports have 
actually been in the domain of Government, particularly the Ross House problems? 
 
 
HON C BELTRAN: 
 
Any loose concrete that is noticed, reported or seen by our officers is hacked off and 
the immediate area is made good and safe.  These are first hand repairs until the 
Ross House external refurbishment contract is put out to tender.  This is due to 
happen any day now. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 849 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – DWELLINGS BEING REFURBISHED 
 

Can Government state how many empty Government dwellings are presently 
refurbished or in the hands of Buildings and Works for refurbishment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 850 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 850 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – MINOR WORKS 
 

Can Government state how many Government tenants are currently listed as 
requiring work to be done in their homes by the Housing Department as landlords? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 849 of 2006 
 
There are currently 33 properties in the hands of Buildings and Works for 
refurbishment. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 850 of 2006 
 
The number of tenants awaiting work to be done by Buildings and Works currently 
stands at 2,119. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 849 AND 850 OF 2006 
 
 

HON C A BRUZON: 
 
Did the Minister say 2,119? 
 
 
HON C BELTRAN: 
 
Yes, 2,119. 
 
 
HON C A BRUZON: 
 
What is the reason that these numbers of people waiting for repairs to be done by 
Government as landlords in their homes, what is the reason for these figures getting 
greater and bigger and bigger?  Is it that there are more problems reported of minor 
jobs?  Are there serious jobs?  Is there a kind of breakdown that the Minister could 
offer us? 
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HON C BELTRAN: 
 
These 2,119 tenants who are awaiting repairs will in fact be waiting for a whole 
variety of repairs, from very minor ones, repairs to bits and pieces within the home, to 
larger works.  The number has gone up slightly, not hugely as the hon Member 
implies, actually because as he is aware there has been a six month period of 
industrial action, which was finished some three weeks ago and therefore, there has 
been a slight increase in the number that is traditionally there.  This is not a number 
that was invented by this administration, there has always been a backlog, the 
numbers of reports come in very fluidly and therefore work is carried out all the time.  
But it is never quite resolved, this has been historically going back many years. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 851 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – WAITING LIST 
 

Can Government state how many applicants for housing were rejected on the 
grounds that they were homeowners who had chosen to sell their homes, giving a 
breakdown by month, since Question No. 504 of 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 852, 855 and 856 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 852 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – WAITING LIST 
 

Can Government state how many applicants for housing were accepted because in 
the judgement of the Housing Allocation Committee the sale was genuinely 
necessary, giving a monthly breakdown, since Question No. 505 of 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 851, 855 and 856 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 853 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – WAITING LIST 
 

Can Government state how many applicants are currently on the Housing Waiting 
List giving a breakdown of their flat requirements? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 854 and 857 to 859 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 854 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – PRE-LIST 
 

Can Government state how many applicants are currently on the pre-list for housing 
giving a breakdown of their flat requirements? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 853 and 857 to 859 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 855 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – WAITING LIST 
 

Can Government state, in respect of applicants already on the Housing List, for each 
category of list and for each month since Question No. 506 of 2006, how many 
applicants had overcrowding points disallowed because other people who had sold 
their homes had moved in with them? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 851, 852 and 856 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 856 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – WAITING LIST 
 

Can Government state, in respect of applicants already on the Housing List, for each 
category of list and for each month since Question No. 507 of 2006, how many 
applicants were allowed points for overcrowding when other people who had sold 
their homes had moved in with them? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

I hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 857 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – WAITING LIST 
 

Can Government state how many applicants on the Housing Waiting List, to date, are 
medically recommended, giving a breakdown of their medical category? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 853, 854, 858 and 859 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 858 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – PERSONS MEDICALLY RECOMMENDED 
 

Can Government state how many persons, to date, are medically recommended, 
apart from those who are described as applicants on the Housing Waiting List, giving 
a breakdown of their medical category? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 853, 854, 857 and 859 of 2006. 



 25

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 859 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – SOCIAL CATEGORY ‘A’ LIST 
 

Can Government state how many persons are currently on the social category ‘A’ 
list? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

I hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 860 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – POST-WAR FLATS 
 

Can Government state how many post-war housing units have been allocated to 
social cases since April 2006, providing a breakdown by month? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 861 and 862 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 861 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – PRE-WAR FLATS 
 

Can Government state how many pre-war housing units have been allocated, to 
date, since the answer given to Question No. 495 of 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 860 and 862 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 862 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – REPOSSESSED FLATS 
 

Can Government state how many Government flats have been repossessed, to date, 
since the answer given to Question No. 496 of 2006, giving a breakdown of pre-war 
and post-war? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

I hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 863 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – ARREARS OF RENT 
 

Can Government state how many tenants have entered into agreements to pay 
arrears of rent in June, July, August and September 2006, and what is the total of 
arrears covered by such agreements? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 864 to 868 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 864 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – RENT RELIEF 
 

Can Government state how many households have applied for rent relief in June, 
July, August and September 2006 and how many were approved? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 863 and 865 to 868 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 865 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – RENT RELIEF 
 

Can Government state how many households have received rent relief in June, July, 
August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 863, 864 and 866 to 868 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 866 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – RENT RELIEF 
 

Can Government state how many households were on full rent relief in June, July, 
August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 863 to 865, 867 and 868 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 867 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – RENT RELIEF 
 

Can Government state how many households on rent relief have had this benefit 
terminated in June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 863 to 866 and 868 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 868 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – RENT RELIEF 
 

Can Government state how many households have had the level of rent relief 
reduced in June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING 
 
 

I hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 869 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

AQUAGIB – REVENUE COLLECTED AND AMOUNTS BILLED 
 

Can Government state what where the amounts collected and the amounts billed in 
respect of water in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 870 to 877 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 870 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

AQUAGIB – AMOUNTS BILLED 
 

Can Government state the number of units of Domestic Primary Units of water 
invoiced in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 869 and 871 to 877 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 871 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

AQUAGIB – AMOUNTS BILLED 
 

Can Government state the value of Domestic Primary Units of water invoiced in the 
months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 869, 870 and 872 to 877 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 872 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

AQUAGIB – CUSTOMERS BILLED 
 

Can Government state the number of customers that were invoiced for Domestic 
Primary Units of water in the months of December 2004 and January, February and 
March 2005? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 869 to 871 and 873 to 877 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 873 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

AQUAGIB – CUSTOMERS BILLED 
 

Can Government state the number of customers that were invoiced for Domestic 
Primary Units of water in the months of December 2005 and January to September 
2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 869 to 872 and 874 to 877 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 874 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

AQUAGIB – AMOUNTS BILLED (STANDING CHARGES) 
 

Can Government state the values in respect of Water Standing Charges invoiced to 
Domestic Customers in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 869 to 873 and 875 to 877 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 875 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

AQUAGIB – CUSTOMERS BILLED 
 

Can Government state the number of customers that were invoiced for Domestic 
Secondary Units of water in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 869 to 874, 876 and 877 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 876 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

AQUAGIB – AMOUNTS BILLED 
 

Can Government state the value of Domestic Secondary Units of water invoiced in 
the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 869 to 875 and 877 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 877 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

AQUAGIB – AMOUNTS BILLED 
 

Can Government state the number of units of Domestic Secondary Units of water 
invoiced in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

The information requested by the hon Member is set out in the schedule which has 
been handed to him. 
 
Just a very minor matter.  Looking at the answer to Question No. 871 of 2006, there 
is a pound sign missing over the column of figures.  They relate to value so they are 
in pounds. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 878 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

ELECTRICITY – REVENUE COLLECTED 
 

Can Government state what were the amounts collected in respect of electricity in 
the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 879 to 886 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 879 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

ELECTRICITY – REVENUE COLLECTED AND AMOUNTS BILLED 
 

Can Government state what were the amounts collected and the amounts billed in 
respect of electricity in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 878 and 880 to 886 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 880 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

ELECTRICITY – AMOUNTS BILLED (FUEL COST ADJUSTMENT) 
 

Can Government state the total value invoiced to Domestic Customers in respect of 
Fuel Cost Adjustment (FCA) in the months of June, July, August and September 
2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 878, 879 and 881 to 886 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 881 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

ELECTRICITY – AMOUNTS BILLED (STANDING CHARGES) 
 

Can Government state the total value invoiced to Domestic Customers in respect of 
Electricity Standing Charges in the months of June, July, August and September 
2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 878 to 880 and 882 to 886 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 882 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

ELECTRICITY – AMOUNTS BILLED 
 

Can Government state the total value invoiced to Customers in respect of T3 
(Domestic) units of electricity in the months of June, July, August and September 
2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 878 to 881 and 883 to 886 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 883 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

ELECTRICITY – AMOUNTS BILLED 
 

Can Government state the number of T3 (Domestic Consumers) units of electricity 
invoiced to customers in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 878 to 882 and 884 to 886 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 884 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

ELECTRICITY – CUSTOMERS BILLED 
 

Can Government state the number of customers invoiced in respect of T3 (Domestic) 
units of electricity in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 878 to 883, 885 and 886 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 885 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

ELECTRICITY - MOD 
 

Can Government state the number of units and the value of electricity purchased 
from MoD in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 878 to 884 and 886 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 886 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

ELECTRICITY - OESCO 
 

Can Government state the number of units and the value of electricity purchased 
from OESCO in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

The information requested by the hon Member is set out in the schedule I now hand 
to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 887 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

ELECTRICITY – POWER FAILURES 
 

Can Government state the number of power cuts that affected whole districts in the 
months of June, July, August and September 2006, providing a breakdown of the 
areas affected and the reason why they occurred? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

There were a total of seven power cuts affecting whole districts in the period June, 
July, August and September 2006.  The detailed information requested by the hon 
Member is set out in the schedule I now hand to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 888 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

CULTURE – STEVE HOGARTH CONCERT 
 

Can Government give the cost with a breakdown of the Steve Hogarth concert at St 
Michael’s Cave on 9th September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

The concert was organised jointly by the Ministry of Culture and Word of Mouth 
Concert Promoters.  We are currently awaiting a full breakdown from Word of Mouth 
who handled all the logistics but this should be available very shortly and I shall then 
inform the hon Member of the cost and forward to him the breakdown thereof. 
 
What I can inform the hon Member at this moment in time is that Steve Hogarth, who 
was very keen to perform on the Rock and in order to facilitate this he kept his artist 
fee down to just £1,900, which for anyone who knows about these things, is an 
extremely reasonable figure.  I will certainly pass on to him the full information in due 
course. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 889 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

CULTURE – TAXI CONCERT 
 

Can Government state how much was spent on transporting and the setting up of 
equipment of the Taxi concert during the National Week? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Government spent £6,189.94 on the transportation and setting up of equipment for 
the Taxi concert. 



 66

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 890 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

CULTURE – ANNUAL FAIR 
 

Can Government list the terms and conditions that were laid down to the company 
that set up the fair this year including the use of electricity, water and other utilities? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 891 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 891 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

CULTURE – ANNUAL FAIR 
 

Can Government state how much was paid to the company from UK that set up the 
fair this year or to its local agent if not done directly? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

The terms and conditions laid down to the company, Taylors Funfairs Limited, that 
set up the fair this year are exactly the same as the ones laid down in previous years. 
 
It is not considered appropriate to list all the terms and conditions stipulated in the 
contract, but in direct answer to Question No. 891 of 2006, no money was paid to the 
company from the UK or to its local agents.  As in previous years, Government met 
the costs of electricity and water. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 890 AND 891 OF 2006 
 
 

HON S E LINARES: 
 
In relation to Question No. 891, where the Minister says no money was paid to the 
company, how much then did the company pay the Government? 
 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
There was a consideration as part of the contract of £7,000. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 892 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

YOUTH SERVICE – ACCREDITATION OF YOUTH WORKERS 
 

Can Government state whether the youth workers course is accredited by a UK 
institution and if so by which one? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 893 and 894 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 893 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

YOUTH SERVICE – TRAINING COURSE 
 

Can Government state how many people were accepted for the youth workers 
training course offered by the Youth Service? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 892 and 894 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 894 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

YOUTH SERVICE – TRAINING COURSE 
 

Can Government state how many people have applied for the youth workers training 
course offered by the Youth Service as advertised in the media in September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

The part-time Youth Workers Training Course is accredited locally and not by any UK 
Institution. 
 
A total of 14 applications were received for enrolment in the training course 
advertised in September 2006. 
 
A total of 11 of the 14 applicants were accepted to undertake the training. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 892 TO 894 OF 2006 
 
 

HON S E LINARES: 
 
Once the training has completed and people do get this local accredited certificate or 
qualification, are they employed and, if so, how many of the ones that have 
previously done the course are now currently involved in the Youth Service? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
I do not have the figures with me, what I can say is that not necessarily everyone 
who undertakes these types of courses then wish to take up the position in the Youth 
Service.  I know for a fact that there are some, perhaps one or two, who intend to 
work with church groups, for example, but obviously they welcome this training in 
their dealings with young people.  So, I cannot give those figures at this moment in 
time. 

 
 
 



 71

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 895 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

YOUTH SERVICE – YOUTH PROGRAMMES 
 

Can Government state how many young people are currently involved in youth 
programmes run by the youth service giving a breakdown by programme? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 896 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 896 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

YOUTH SERVICE – YOUTH PROGRAMMES 
 

Can Government state what youth programmes are been conducted this year by the 
youth service? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

In reply to the hon Member’s Questions I hand over a schedule detailing the Youth 
Programmes for 2006, including participation levels.  The hon Member will see the 
list includes those events that have already taken place and, indeed, those that will 
take place from now until the end of the year. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 895 AND 896 OF 2006 
 
 

HON S E LINARES: 
 
Is the Minister aware or has he got the facts of how many actually attend these 
programmes? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
Yes, the number should be contained in the reply I have just passed on to him. 



 77

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 897 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

HERITAGE DIVISION – PUBLICATION’S PROGRAMME 
 

Can Government tell the House the criteria which is used by the Heritage Division to 
fund books about Gibraltar as part of it’s publication’s programme? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 899 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 898 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

HERITAGE – MANAGEMENT OF PARSON’S LODGE 
 

Can Government say whether they have any plans to change the management and 
use of Parson’s Lodge and if so for what reason? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Yes, the Government do intend to change the management and use of Parson’s 
Lodge. 
 
The Gibraltar Heritage Trust has expressed a preference to relinquish the 
management of Parson’s Lodge.  The Government are currently looking at options 
for its future use.  In doing so, the importance of the monument will be paramount 
and nothing will be done that compromises the heritage value of the site.  The 
functions and uses currently under consideration are all related to the site’s use for 
heritage purposes. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 898 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
If I heard the Minister correctly, did he say there are a number of uses which 
Government are looking at?  Can he say what the uses are? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
I can certainly reveal what one possibility is.  There are others that have some 
commercial elements and are subject to further discussions with those who have 
posed the ideas, but one of the ideas is for Parson’s Lodge to be used as a research 
and educational field centre by the Gibraltar Museum. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
In terms of the arrangement as it stands today, is it that the Heritage Trust has the 
lease to Parson’s Lodge and somebody is managing it on their behalf, is that the 
current position? 
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HON F VINET: 
 
That is correct, yes. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Have the new arrangements come about because the Trust is no longer interested in 
having the site managed, or is it the Government that has been interested in taking it 
over? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
As I explained in the first part of the question, it is the Heritage Trust itself that has 
expressed a preference to relinquish the management of this site. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
In terms of the people who are currently managing the site for the Trust, are the 
Government looking at taking them on board for whatever new venture they establish 
in the area? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
It is not a question that Government have given any significant thought to it because 
we have not yet decided what will happen to this site and, I suppose, that will 
determine what will happen to the people who are presently managing the site on 
behalf of the Trust. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 899 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

HERITAGE DIVISION – PUBLICATION’S PROGRAMME 
 

Can Government list the books on Gibraltar’s heritage that have been funded as part 
of the Heritage Division’s publications programme since the Heritage Division was 
set up, showing the author and title of the book, the date and the nature of the 
funding? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 897 of 2006 
 
The criteria used in funding books are as follows:- 
 
1. Interest to a general audience. 
2. Interest to a specific, for example, an academic audience with international 

readership. 
3. Quality of the research to be published and track record of the authors. 
4. Appertaining to an aspect of heritage that is considered to be of a particular 

significance to Gibraltar. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 899 of 2006 
 
The books published under the Heritage Division’s publications programme have 
been numerous, although the nature of their funding has varied from book to book. 
 
The full list of books is contained in the schedule I now hand over to the hon 
Member.  Of these, Wonderful Rock, the latest book, is the sole publication entirely 
funded by the Ministry of Heritage and Culture.  The other publications were funded 
by the Ministry for Trade, Industry and Communications.  We are presently awaiting 
confirmation of the exact nature of the funding. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 897 AND 899 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Looking at this, the list is one of six books, the list that has been handed to me has 
six books, this is the one we are referring to.  Can the Minister say how much the 
Government paid in each case? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
No, I require prior notice of that although I can certainly forward the information to the 
hon Member. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Can he say whether this was in terms of direct funding, that is to say, the 
Government paid out cash or whether the Government bought books as part of the 
deal, or both? 
 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
Well, as I have explained, the last of these books is the only one that has been 
funded by my Ministry so it is the only book I have any information of.  From my 
recollection, I believe the funding of the book itself came from the Ministry as 
opposed to the purchase of the book. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 900 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

HERITAGE ACTION COMMITTEE 
 

How often and on what dates has the Heritage Action Committee met since 30 May 
2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

Following the meeting of the 30th May 2006, the Heritage Action Committee met on 
the 25th July 2006.  The next meeting is scheduled for the 31st October 2006. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 900 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Can the Minister say if the next meeting is scheduled for 21st October, is that correct? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
The 31st October. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 901 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

HERITAGE – VICTUALLING YARD 
 

Has the Heritage Trust now formally applied for the listing of the Victualling Yard and 
if so when? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

A request for the listing of the Victualling Yard was presented at a meeting held on 
the 12th September 2006 between the Gibraltar Heritage Trust and Government. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 901 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Is that request now taken to be a formal application for listing or not? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
Yes, I will imagine there are still some issues to be resolved and further information 
to be had from the Trust, but certainly we are interpreting that request as a formal 
application. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
In what timescale do the Government envisage that this listing can take place? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
Well, what was made clear to the Trust and indeed the Trust were happy to accept 
was that the Government agree in principle to the listing of the Yard under the 
Heritage Trust Ordinance, so long as the construction of the Nelson’s View 
development is not compromised.  So therefore, we envisaged listing the building 
once Nelson’s View is completed and the Trust have been informed of this. 
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HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Can the Minister say whether the construction of the Nelson’s View development on 
that site may compromise the heritage of the Victualling Yard before it is listed? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
In all sincerity not to my knowledge. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
If that is the case, why is it the position of the Government that they are not prepared 
to list the Yard until the development has been constructed? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
No, there is a pending issue which is not necessarily dependant on the construction 
or otherwise of the new housing development, but I recall from the meeting I have 
just referred to, which is where the Trust applied for the listing of the Yard, some 
further discussion needs to take place on the precise boundary area of the Yard.  It is 
not something that Government and the Trust are at loggerheads on, it is a question 
that really needs to be clarified on behalf of Government and on behalf of the Trust 
itself. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 902 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

CULTURE – NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATIONS 
 

How many entities submitted a tender for the organisation of the New Year’s Eve 
Celebrations 2006, who was the successful tenderer, in what amount and was this 
the lowest bidder? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 
 

Three companies submitted tenders for the New Year’s Eve Celebrations 2006.  The 
successful tenderer was Film Exhibitors Ltd for £35,000. This was not the lowest 
bidder. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 902 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Given that the tender was awarded to the company that was not the lowest bidder, 
can the Minister say what criteria was used in making the tender award? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
Yes, I ought to add although I am not sure it has particular relevance, that the 
successful tenderer was not the lowest but there was just about £300 difference 
between that and the lowest tenderer.  The procurement board recommended 
awarding the tender to Film Exhibitors on the grounds that the organisers submitted a 
fully compliant tender, they enjoyed a good track record and the offer was within the 
approved budget.  The lowest tender was not accepted because the pertinent 
company omitted to include confirmation from the City Fire Brigade of an in-principle 
acceptance of compliance with fire precautions.  A requirement which was passed of 
the conditions requested in the tender.  To put it in a far simpler way, the lowest 
tender was not compliant fully with the conditions requested. 
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HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Is getting permission from the City Fire Brigade something that the tenderer could not 
have done afterwards if they had been awarded the tender, given that that was one 
of the reasons why they did not get it? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
Well, I suppose that could have happened but it was a condition of the tender.  In any 
case that was not the sole reason for the award of this tender.  I certainly was not 
even aware of who the tenderers were or what the specific nature of the tenders 
consisted, but that was the recommendation received by the procurement board. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 903 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GIBRALTAR SPORTS AND LEISURE AUTHORITY 
 

Can Government state how many persons were employed by the Gibraltar Sports 
and Leisure Authority as at the end of September 2005 and 2006, providing a 
breakdown by grade, sex and nationality? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

There have been no changes to the Gibraltar Sports and Leisure Authority staff 
complement since my reply to Question No. 238 of 2006.  Therefore, the information 
requested is contained in my reply to that Question. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 904 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

GRANTS TO SPORTING ASSOCIATIONS 
 

Can Government state how much has been given in the form of grants to sporting 
associations, clubs and other sporting entities in 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006 to 
date giving a breakdown by recipient? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

The very extensive information requested is contained in the written schedules that I 
now hand over to the hon Member. 
 
If it may be helpful, I notice that there is not actually a total given for each of the 
years, which I have been given by way of supplementary but I can certainly pass this 
across the floor.  The total for the year 2001/2002 was £211,197.80; for the year 
2002/2003 £168,292; for 2003/2004 £179,647.45; for 2004/2005 £207,419.43; for 
2005/2006 £251,883.35 and so far in 2006/2007 £65,980 



 89



 90



 91



 92

 



 93



 94



 95



 96



 97



 98



 99

 
11



 100

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 904 OF 2006 
 
 

HON S E LINARES: 
 
Are these grants usually given in full as they request it?  Does the association, for 
example, ask for the grant and the Government accede to that amount, or do they 
negotiate an amount after the association or club has actually put in the bid for the 
grant? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
Well, first of all the amount itself is not decided by Government but rather by the 
Sports Advisory Council and on occasions by sub-committees of the Council but the 
normal procedure is to encourage sporting associations and clubs to fund raise.  So 
what normally happens is that Government pay 50 per cent of the funds required and 
the particular federation, association or club pays the remaining 50 per cent whether 
by way of sponsorship or whatever. 
 
 
HON S E LINARES: 
 
Another thing that I notice in the list that the Minister has passed on to me is that 
there are associations that seem to be asking for money, as in small amounts, but 
many times rather than what I would have thought that the Sports Advisory Council 
would actually get a figure at either the beginning or the end of the year and say, 
‘right this association is going to get, for argument’s sake, £5,000 and that is it’.  It 
seems as if the associations tend to come in, for example the basketball association 
seek £180 and then another £200.  Is it not that the Sports Advisory Council does a 
fixed sum at the beginning of the year, end of year and that is it? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
No for a variety of reasons.  First of all, because some particular clubs and 
associations are more active than others and they hold more competitions or attend 
international competitions, whilst others do not, and each of those competitions, or 
each of those events is looked at on its merits by the Council.  So, therefore, it is 
necessary, logical I would suggest and appropriate for each of those applications to 
be looked at individually. 
 
 
HON S E LINARES: 
 
Yes, but surely an association knows it is going to do an international or have a 
tournament, they should know at least a year before because they have to organise 
it, so it seems as if, again, these associations do not seem to, either the Sports 
Advisory Council does not ask for accounts and things like looking at how much is 
the expenditure for the year, they should have a medium long-term plan of what the 
association is going to do.  Surely, is that the case? 
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HON F VINET: 
 
I can assure the hon Member that the Council, as indeed Government, take very 
seriously the financial position of these applicants and we look at the accounts very 
fully.  I think the hon Member, with respect, is confused by the manner in which the 
answer is detailed.  It does not necessarily follow, as appears to be suggested, that 
these associations or clubs are not forward planning sufficiently and they apply for 
funding on an ad-hoc basis, that is not necessarily the case.  It is just that the figures 
listed are pertaining to a particular competition or particular international event they 
are attending, rather than as a whole.  I think this particular way actually provides 
more information than would have been the case if we simply present a global figure 
and there is no way really of knowing what that figure is composed of. 
 
 
HON S E LINARES: 
 
Can the Minister then give a breakdown of what each item is?  For example, if I have 
a whole list, association and I have Gibraltar Basketball Association £180; the next 
one on the list Gibraltar Basketball Association £468; we go down the list, we have 
Gibraltar Basketball Association £1,400, what are these figures for?  If I do not have 
a breakdown I have got to assume that these are different items, like the Minister 
rightly said.  They are different items but what I am saying is that if I am given a 
global figure, I will know that at the end of the year the Basketball Association for 
example, has got in grant x amount of money.  If the Minister, which I appreciate, I 
appreciate the fact that he has given me a breakdown with different items, but for me 
these items are completely useless if I do not get what it is used for, if the Minister 
can understand what I am trying to say. 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
Yes I understand perfectly the logic of what the hon Member has just expressed, but 
the Question asked was ‘can Government state how much has been given in the 
form of grants’ and there was no suggestion whatsoever as to what those funds were 
used for.  So, of course, I can understand the logic behind looking at each of those 
sums and explaining what they relate to, I suppose it would take some time to 
compile the information but the information, of course, is available.  It might have 
been useful to include that detail as part of the question. 
 
 
HON S E LINARES: 
 
Okay, I would appreciate him giving me those details but if he questions my question 
as in how it was phrased, therefore I should have had a round figure per annum 
because I asked it per annum so therefore, a breakdown each year.  What should 
have been given then is either a breakdown like he has given me with the item or not 
a breakdown at all.  Like I said, since he has been forthcoming quite frankly in giving 
me all the list of the things that the associations asked for, then I would appreciate 
what they are for, that is all. 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
I suppose we could be discussing this for some more hours to come.  The question 
does not refer to a total, the question asked for how much had been given in the form 
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of grants and the hon Member has been given an extremely full and detailed list of 
the information requested and I have volunteered the totals.  Of course, I mean, there 
is no reason why the total could not have been included in that list but it was not 
specifically requested. 
 
 
MR SPEAKER: 
 
It is only a matter of presentation really. 



 103

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 905 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

BAYSIDE SPORTS CENTRE 
 

Can Government state the latest date for completion of the Bayside Sports Complex? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

The latest date of completion for the Bayside Sports Centre project is 21st December 
2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 906 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GIBRALTAR ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY – COMMERCIAL WORKS 
 

Can Government state when the payments to the Gibraltar Electricity Authority for 
commercial works amounting to £1.5 million were received in the financial year 
2005/2006 and the source of each payment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

The detailed information requested by the hon Member is set out in the schedule I 
now hand to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 907 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GIBRALTAR ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY – COMMERCIAL WORKS 
 

Can Government list the commercial works undertaken by the Gibraltar Electricity 
Authority to the value of £1.5 million in the financial year 2005/2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

The detailed information requested by the hon Member is set out in the schedule I 
now hand to him.  Essentially, it is the same list.  The only difference is that in the 
second list some of the items have an asterisk next to them, simply to explain that 
they are on-going projects. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 907 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Given the nature of these works and the timing of the payments, is the Minister able 
to explain why it is that it was only as a last minute that the Estimates before the 
House were amended to change the sum that had been received?  The money 
seems to have come in early enough to have been in the Estimates, most of it.  
Then, sort of 24 hours before the debate, we had an amending piece of paper 
showing the £1.5 million. 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
The information I am given by way of supplementary and which I hope may be 
useful, is that the payments received do not necessarily correspond to expenditure 
because projects may overlap a financial year and are still on-going.  I am afraid that 
is the only information I have before me and I would require prior notice in order to be 
able to give a fuller answer. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I notice, in fact, that the amount that has been actually received in the last financial 
year, given that the original estimate was £325,000, we are talking about five times 
as much.  Is the Minister saying that this does not mean that five times as much work 
was done and that some of this money may be for work completed in previous 
financial years? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
Yes I suppose, I have already explained part of the reason, it is the latter alternative.  
The forecast outturn for 2005/2006 shown in the Estimates for 2006/2007, shows a 
figure of £333,000 and the payments received, as I have explained, do not 
necessarily correspond to expenditure because projects may well up in the financial 
year and are still on-going.  That is the information I have before me.  I not sure 
whether I am replying. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It just strikes me that if we go back to 2003/2004 the amount was £203,000, the 
estimate for 2004/2005 was £400,000 and the amount finally collected was 
£219,000, and then in the year to which we are referring the estimate was £325,000, 
which was entirely in line with what had been happening throughout and they finished 
up collecting £1.5 million.  Now, the difference between £300,000 and £1.5 million 
would be indicative of a volume which is five times bigger, assuming that there has 
not been a big increase in prices charged by the Authority for this kind of work.  So I 
am surprised that looking at the list of things, apart from two or three big projects 
which are obviously requiring a bigger input, there are an awful lot of very small jobs 
which I suppose is what is normally is happening all the year round.  My question is, 
does he have any idea whether, of the £1.5 million we have got there, payment was 
for things that were actually carried out in previous financial years?  Therefore we 



 111

would be having a situation then where really there was an element of collection of 
arrears in that £1.5 million and, presumably, the cost of the work had appeared in 
previous financial years on the expenditure side of the authority? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
That may indeed be the case but I honestly do not have the information before me.  
What I have been given is exactly what I have passed on, which is the works, the 
amounts and the date of payment.  That may be the case or it may not and I would 
rather not give an answer that I do not know fully the information of, but I will certainly 
attempt to find out as quickly as possible and inform the hon Member.  I do not have 
the information before me. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 908 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

JOHN MACKINTOSH HALL 
 

Can Government explain to what they attribute the increase in revenue in respect of 
John Mackintosh Hall receipts from the estimated £20,000, to the forecast £35,000 
for 2005/2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HERITAGE, CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT 
 
 

The revenue has increased partly due to rental fees collected from the cafeteria, 
which re-opened in September 2005.  However, the major reason is that the John 
Mackintosh Hall is now collecting money in respect of the use of the sound system 
from the hirer of the theatre.  In previous years hirers paid this money directly to the 
sound provider. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 908 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So does it mean then that there is now an expenditure element which was not there 
before?  That is to say, that the money comes in and it goes out. 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
Yes it is simply the case, as the hon Member will know, that a sound provider who 
provides sound on a contract basis to the Hall, and what used to happen was that 
users of the Hall, dance groups and so on, paid those sums directly to the sound 
provider and it was agreed at the last meeting of the John Mackintosh Hall Board that 
in order to keep a tighter control of the amounts paid to the sound provider, it was 
deemed necessary to collect the fees directly via the John Mackintosh Hall 
administration.  All that happens is that money is then passed on via the 
administration of the Hall to the sound provider. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Can the Minister tell me what that amount would be in respect of this financial year 
out of the £35,000? 
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HON F VINET: 
 
No, I have not been given a breakdown.  What I can say, although I have been given 
a reference to the rental fees for the cafeteria as part of the reason, I would assume 
that the bulk, the vast majority of that £15,000 difference between the £20,000 of the 
estimates and the forecast £35,000 is attributable to this reason, the new 
arrangement regarding the sound provider, but I have not got the exact figures with 
me. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Does the Minister know whether that would appear as a new item in the revised 
forecast of 2005/2006 on the expenditure side?  The money comes in to the 
Consolidated Fund but who is the department that actually pays the sound provider? 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
I am trying to recall the name of the company that has the contract to run the Hall, I 
believe it is Knightsbridge Holdings but I am not entirely sure. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
That is not my question.  If we have got an additional £15,000 that enters the 
Consolidated Fund and that money is then subsequently paid to the sound provider, 
whoever the sound provider may be, presumably the only way it can leave the 
Consolidated Fund is through it being appropriated in the Appropriation Ordinance 
approved by this House and therefore appearing as an expenditure item.  If the 
expenditure item was not there at the beginning of the year, then presumably it has 
been introduced since and appears in the forecast outturn in the Estimates presented 
in the House this year.  I am asking the Minister if he knows which is the department 
that makes the payment to the provider, because then presumably I can look in the 
book and find the payment. 
 
 
HON F VINET: 
 
No I do not, but I will endeavour to find out. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 909 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT APPEALS TRIBUNAL 
 

Can Government say how often and on what dates the Development Appeals 
Tribunal has met in 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 910 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 910 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT APPEALS TRIBUNAL 
 

Can Government say how many cases remained pending before the Development 
Appeals Tribunal as on 31 August 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 909 of 2006 
 
In 2006 the Development  Appeals Tribunal has to this date met on one occasion on 
the 13th October 2006. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 910 of 2006 
 
As at 31st August 2006 there were five cases pending. 
 
I think I should add to that for further clarification, that none were pending awaiting 
the Tribunal to deal with it.  All five were pending for other reasons external to the 
case coming and prior to the case being able to come to the Tribunal. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 909 AND 910 OF 2006 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
In the past the Minister has supplied me with a list of cases and of issues, what it was 
that they were appealing against, is the Minister able to do that today? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Yes, there is no reason why I cannot.  I do not have a list in prepared form here but I 
can certainly make the list available to him after the meeting of the House. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 911 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – SHOWER SEATS 
 

Can Government confirm that McDermott’s (the company sub-contracted by 
Fitzpatrick Rotary) has now provided the GHA with a formal certification that all 
shower seats at St Bernard’s Hospital have been fixed to design specifications as per 
industry norms? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

GHA has received formal notification from Fitzpatrick to the effect that all shower 
seats were tested to loadings in excess of the manufacturer design specifications. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 912 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – ROTATING DOOR 
 

Can Government provide a breakdown of the costs of the rotating door recently 
installed at St Bernard’s Hospital? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The cost of the recently installed rotating door at St Bernard’s Hospital is as follows: 
 

Cost of new Rotating Door (including installation) £41,000.00 
Cost of matting 790.00 
TOTAL COST £41,790.00 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 913 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government state whether they are aware of the state of disrepair that the 
benches in the grounds of the KGV Hospital find themselves in and what do they 
propose to do to rectify the position? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 914 to 924 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 914 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government state what has been the expenditure in the months of June, July, 
August and September 2006 on the maintenance of the KGV Hospital by the GHA? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 913 and 915 to 924 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 915 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL (COALING ISLAND) 
 

Can Government confirm that they have undertaken to provide a Recreational Area 
at Coaling Island for the use of patients at KGV Hospital? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 913, 914 and 916 to 924 of 2006. 



 121

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 916 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government confirm that they are satisfied with the smoking facilities provided 
for patients at KGV Hospital? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 913 to 915 and 917 to 924 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 917 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government confirm that no occupational therapy activities are organised for 
patients at KGV Hospital? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 913 to 916 and 918 to 924 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 918 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government confirm that there is only one TV set at the KGV Hospital for the 
use of patients and that the control thereto does not function? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 913 to 917 and 919 to 924 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 919 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government state the level of the fortnightly allowance paid to patients at KGV 
Hospital? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 913 to 918 and 920 to 924 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 920 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL (PSYCHO-GERIATRIC PATIENTS) 
 

Can Government state how many psycho-geriatric patients have been admitted in 
KGV Hospital during the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 913 to 919 and 921 to 924 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 921 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government state what has been the number of beds provided in the KGV 
Hospital Acute Ward at the end of September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 913 to 920 and 922 to 924 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 922 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL 
 

How many of the beds in the KGV Hospital Acute Ward were occupied at the end of 
September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 913 to 921, 923 and 924 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 923 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government state what was the number of beds provided in the KGV Hospital 
Long Stay Ward at the end of September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 913 to 921 and 924 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 924 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government state how many of the beds in KGV Hospital Long Stay Ward were 
occupied at the end of September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The Government are aware of the continuing need for improvements at KGV 
Hospital.  Despite the investment of large sums of money, the Government recognise 
that the building is not ideal for psychiatric patient care.  The hon Member is 
reminded that KGV Hospital is not a purpose built Psychiatric Unit but a converted 
medical unit.  The needs are totally different.  This is precisely why the Government 
recently announced their intention to commission a purpose built Psychiatric Unit.  
This is the final phase in the Government’s commitment to re-model the health 
service and follows the inauguration of a new Primary Care Centre and the new St 
Bernard’s Hospital. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 913 of 2006 
 
Works in respect of the benches in disrepair, located in the grounds of KGV Hospital, 
commenced on the 11th October 2006 as part of our on-going programme of 
maintenance.  Weather permitting, these works will be completed by the end of the 
month. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 914 of 2006 
 
Major works valued at approximately £25,000 were completed in this financial year 
as a continuation of the on-going programme of maintenance initiated in the previous 
financial year. 
 
This valuation does not include the cost of materials supplied by, or the labour 
employed by or seconded to the GHA. 
 
However, routine maintenance is carried out in all GHA premises as required.  This 
includes items such as lift maintenance and repair, painting, plumbing, masonry, 
electrical, cleaning and other requirements for the upkeep of all GHA premises.  As 
hon Members may be aware, it has never been the practice to identify separately the 
cost of such items of routine maintenance.  It is therefore not possible to identify 
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these costs in respect of the KGV in isolation of the costs throughout GHA.  May I 
add that this answer was given almost in the same terms in the last session of the 
House to a very similar question, so I would suggest that the hon Member takes note 
of the answer because if he asks this again the answer will be the same.  The costs 
are not identified separately. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 915 of 2006 
 
Recreational and therapeutic activities are already being provided at Coaling Island 
for the benefit of outpatients undergoing mental health treatment. 
 
No plans have been drawn up to provide a specific recreational area at Coaling 
Island for patients from KGV. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 916 of 2006 
 
I can confirm that there is an agreed smoking policy in place at KGV Hospital and a 
smoking facility similar to that at St Bernard’s Hospital is provided at KGV.  However, 
the provision of smoking facilities internally, within the building in exceptional 
circumstances, is currently under review. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 917 of 2006 
 
The GHA does provide Occupational Therapy services for in-patients at KGV and 
within the Community. 
 
There is currently one full time Senior 1 Occupational Therapist and one full-time 
Occupational Therapy Assistant employed exclusively for the Mental Health 
Services. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 918 of 2006 
 
There are three TV sets available to patients at KGV. 
 
The remote control of one of these TV sets was damaged recently and has now been 
replaced. 
 
I would ask the hon Member to note that the few days when the remote was 
unavailable the TV set was fully functional with full manual controls.  In fact, may I 
add that there is a fourth set in store in case it is necessary to use it. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 919 of 2006 
 
The allowances paid by the Department of Social Services to patients at KGV 
Hospital varies from £31.00 to £64.60.  The majority of these patients receive an 
allowance of £31.00 fortnightly. 
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Answer to Question Nos. 920 to 924 of 2006 
 
The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule 
that I now hand to him. 
 
 
Answer to Question 920 
 
Psychogeriatric admissions at KGV: 
 

June 06 1 
July 06 1 
August 06 2 
September 06 3 

 
 
Answer to Question 921 to 924 
 

As at September 
2006 

Long Stay 
Ward 

Acute Ward

Bed Provision 30 24 
Bed Occupied 28 18 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 913 TO 924 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
With reference to the answer to Question No. 916 of 2006 regarding the smoking 
facilities, the information that I have is that this is composed of the equivalent of a 
bus shelter outside the hospital.  Is this correct and is the Minister therefore satisfied 
this is suitable for the purpose? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Yes, the hon Member is correct but to put right a wrong impression that he may give 
those people listening, it is not that people are sent to a bus shelter to smoke.  There 
is a structure in KGV, as there are several structures in St Bernard’s Hospital, which 
are outside the building and which are similar to bus shelters in that they are 
transparent and have a domed type of roof effect, where people can go out in the 
open air and smoke protected from rain, basically, when it is raining.  The stability of 
this shelter from rain is perfectly adequate and is used elsewhere, other than in 
Gibraltar, for exactly the same purpose. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
With reference to Question No. 915, did I hear the Minister correctly and did he say 
that there are no plans to provide a recreational area at Coaling Island for the use of 
patients of KGV Hospital? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
The hon Member did indeed hear me correctly.  What I said is that there are no plans 
at present to make any substantial changes at Coaling Island.  I would remind the 
hon Member that the Government are currently carrying out a feasibility study of two 
sites in Gibraltar to replace the existing KGV and, almost certainly, the existing 
facilities at Coaling Island.  So there is no major creation of a recreational area being 
done at this stage pending the way forward being established. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
I am surprised by the answer given by the Minister in the light of the information that 
was provided to me that there had been an undertaking by the Government to 
provide such a recreational area in the Coaling Island.  I will refer that to the 
constituent who brought the information to my knowledge.  As regards the level of 
fortnightly allowance paid to patients at KGV Hospital, again, the information that I 
was provided with was in the order of £15.00 a fortnight for their expenditure.  The 
allowance paid by Government in respect of a patient may be £31.00 but the amount 
which is handed over to the patient is £15.00 a fortnight.  Can the Minister confirm 
whether the figure that I have mentioned is an accurate figure or not? 
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
These allowances are paid by the Department of Social Services rather than by 
GHA, so I will apologise that I am not necessarily very well informed on the particular 
allowances, but the information that I have been given is, as I have said previously, 
that they vary between £31.00 and £64.60 and that the majority of the patients 
receive, and I take that to mean that it is the money paid to the patient, the majority of 
the patients receive an allowance of £31.00 fortnightly.  It may be, I would venture to 
guess, that the person to whom he spoke may have said £15.00 meaning £15.00 a 
week.  I do not know, the information that I have is that the majority receive £31.00 
every fortnight. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
I can confirm to the Minister that the information which I received was £15.00 a 
fortnight, hence my question on bus fares for this patient was predicated on the level 
of this allowance. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I would venture to suggest that maybe she should write to my colleague, the Minister 
for Social Services, and to ask for the basis of an analysis of the allowances.  There 
is no problem in her providing that information but it is not information that I have 
readily available here, but I would suggest to him that if he wants further information 
that it would be better to address it to the Minister for Social Services rather than to 
GHA.  If he does address it to the GHA I will pass it on to my colleague to deal with. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
I intend to, obviously, bring to the attention of the constituent involved the answers 
which the Minister has provided to the questions I was asked to pose.  Obviously it 
will be up to her whether she takes it up with the Ministry. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
The only thing that I can add is that I did say that the majority of these patients 
receive an allowance of £31.00 fortnightly.  Again I am guessing, it is possible I 
suppose, that obviously as majority does not mean everybody, it is possible that 
there are people who receive less than £31.00, I do not know.  The first part of the 
answer says very clearly, the allowance varies from £31.00 to £64.00, which would 
seem to imply that nothing less than £31.00 is paid.  Again, I apologise for not being 
able to provide further information on my feet. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
With reference to Question No. 918, the Minister said that there were three TV’s 
available for the use of the patients and that only one had a damaged control which 
was replaced days after that.  I just wanted confirmation. 
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Yes, I can confirm that there is a TV set in each of the day rooms in each of the two 
wards, which is two TV sets and there is a third TV set in the OT Department and 
there is a fourth TV set in a cupboard or in a store somewhere not being used, but 
available to be used if there is a breakdown or if the need arises. 
 



 135

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 925 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – NUMBER OF BEDS 
 

Can Government state during the months of June to September 2006 of the beds 
occupied by elderly persons who have been formally discharged from St Bernard’s 
Hospital how many fell into each of the 3 categories identified by the Government 
specifying sex and age:- 
 

1. Elderly persons living alone; 
2. Elderly persons needing support; and 
3. Others able to be looked after? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 926 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 926 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – ELDERLY CARE PATIENTS 
 

Can Government state how many long Stay Elderly Care patients there were at St 
Bernard’s Hospital during the months of June, July, August and September 2006, 
giving a breakdown by sex and age? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule 
that I now hand to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 927 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – CT SCANS 
 

Can Government state how many CT Scans were undertaken at St Bernard’s 
Hospital and how many were undertaken in Spain in the months of June, July, 
August and September 2006, providing a breakdown by month? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 928 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 928 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – MALAGA CLINIC 
 

Can Government state how much was spent by the GHA with regards to patients 
being sent to Malaga Clinic for Scans in June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule 
that I now hand to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 929 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA - MAMMOGRAMS 
 

Can the Minister for Health state what is the average waiting time for a routine 
mammogram at St Bernard’s Hospital? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 934 to 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 930 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – DIALYSIS TREATMENT 
 

Can Government state the number of dialysis patients that were treated at St 
Bernard’s Hospital and those that were treated at hospitals in Spain during the month 
of September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 931 to 933 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 931 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – SPONSORED PATIENTS 
 

Can Government state how many patients have been treated in Spain as opposed to 
the UK, as Sponsored Patients, in the months of June, July, August and September 
2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 930, 932 and 933 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 932 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – PATIENT REFERRALS TO UK 
 

Can Government state the number of patient referrals to the UK in the months of 
June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 930, 931 and 933 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 933 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – SPONSORED PATIENTS 
 

Can Government state what has been the number of Sponsored Patients treated in 
the UK in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule 
that I now hand to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 934 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – OUTPATIENT ATTENDANCES 
 

Can Government state what was the total number of outpatient attendances at St 
Bernard’s Hospital during the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929 and 935 to 946 of 2006. 



 148

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 935 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – IN-PATIENT ADMISSIONS 
 

Can Government state what was the total number of in-patient admissions and the 
average number of patients per day at St Bernard’s Hospital during the months of 
June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934 and 936 to 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 936 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – NON-ENTITLED PATIENTS 
 

Can Government state how many non-entitled patients have been admitted to St 
Bernard’s Hospital during the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934, 935 and 937 to 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 937 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – OUTPATIENT ATTENDANCES 
 

Can Government state the total number of outpatient attendances at the Primary 
Care Centre in the months of June, July, August and September 2006, keeping to the 
format given in answer to Question No. 66 of 2005 and additionally giving details of 
other departments if they are not shown there? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934 to 936 and 938 to 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 938 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – OUTPATIENT ATTENDANCES 
 

Can Government state the number of outpatient attendances at the Primary Care 
Centre, including the number of outpatients being attended to by district nurses, 
occupational therapists and physiotherapists in the months of June, July, August and 
September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934 to 937 and 939 to 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 939 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – NUMBER OF HOUSE CALLS 
 

Can Government state how many house calls were attended to by Primary Care 
Centre doctors in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934 to 938 and 940 to 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 940 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – GP ATTENDANCES 
 

Can Government state what was the total number of GP attendances at the Primary 
Care Centre in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934 to 939 and 941 to 946 of 2006. 



 154

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 941 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – REFERRALS TO ST BERNARD’S HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government state the number of new (excluding reviews) patients that were 
referred from the Primary Care Centre to consultants at St Bernard’s Hospital in the 
year 2005 and in the period January to September 2006, providing a breakdown by 
speciality and month? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934 to 940 and 942 to 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 942 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – NUMBER OF OPERATIONS 
 

Can Government state how many operations were performed in St Bernard’s 
Hospital in the months of June, July, August and September 2006, by speciality, 
specifying which were elective and which were emergencies? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934 to 941 and 943 to 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 943 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – ELECTIVE SURGERY 
 

Can Government state how many persons were waiting for elective surgery in each 
speciality as at end September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934 to 942, 944 and 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 944 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – PHYSIOTHERAPY TREATMENT 
 

Can Government state how many patients were on the Waiting List for the 
physiotherapy treatment as at the 30th September 2006, specifying those that were 
referred by a Doctor at the Primary Care Centre? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934 to 943, 945 and 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 945 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – DENTAL APPOINTMENTS 
 

Can the Minister for Health state what the average waiting time was for dental 
appointments, other than school children, at the Primary Care Centre as at end 
September 2005 and as at end September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 929, 934 to 944 and 946 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 946 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – DENTAL APPOINTMENTS 
 

Can the Minister for Health state what the average waiting time was for dental 
appointments for school children, at the Primary Care Centre as at end September 
2005 and as at end September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 929 of 2006 
 
The GHA does not provide a routine mammography service.  What the GHA provides 
is a symptomatic diagnostic mammography service.  This is a one stop clinic where, 
in urgent cases, patients are seen in conjunction with the surgeons on the same day.  
Appointments for non-urgent cases are scheduled in keeping with clinical 
considerations and are normally booked within two weeks. 
 
 
Answer to Question Nos. 934 to 946 of 2006 
 
The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule 
that I now hand to him. 



 160



 161



 162



 163



 164



 165

 



 166

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 929 AND 934 TO 946 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
With reference to the reply offered by the Minister in respect of Question No. 929, 
where he said they were booked within two weeks, I have a constituent coming in to 
see me who told me that she had been given an appointment 17 months into the 
future, so I am rather surprised that he has given this answer.  Perhaps he can 
explain some medical consideration which I am unaware of? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I have already explained that but I think, probably, the hon Member may have been 
confused by the medical terminology, so I will try and say it again in non-medical 
terminology.  I said GHA does not provide a routine mammography service and we 
do not.  This is what is sometimes known as screening.  This is where the lady 
concerned goes to see a doctor and either she or the doctor, or both of them, think 
that it is a good idea for her to have a mammography just in case there is anything 
wrong with her, that there are no clinical indications like the usual indication of a 
lump, that there are others, that there are no clinical indications of a need for 
mammography.  Now, the provision of a screening service if it were to be provided, 
would need to be provided on a selective basis for an age group of, I do not know the 
exact ages but usually it is between 45 and 55 or thereabouts, and the female part of 
the population is targeted and they are asked to come in for a screening process.  
That service is not being provided in Gibraltar, it may be provided in the future but it 
is not being provided as I answer the question.  So I say again, what then is being 
provided is a mammography service for patients who go to see a doctor in the 
Primary Care Centre and that doctor sees clinical indications, like a lump in the 
breast, of a need for a mammography.  Then that need is assessed clinically on 
whether it is urgent and if it is urgent the patient is seen on the same day and goes in 
from the Primary Care Centre to St Bernard’s, the mammography is done 
immediately that day or at worst the next day and it is a one-stop shop in that the 
surgeon is brought in and the answers and the diagnosis is made immediately.  If in 
the opinion of the GP the patient is not in an urgent situation, then the waiting time is 
for up to two weeks as we speak.  That is an acceptable length of time.  The 
extended period to which the hon Member has referred, which varies depending on a 
number of circumstances, is because the GHA in its desire to provide the service to 
those people who feel that they do need a screening but there are no medical 
indications or no medical need for that screening, has made a list somewhere on a 
board or somewhere in a book or on a computer somewhere and this particular 
patient who has seen the hon Member is due to go in in x number of months time.  It 
is a service that is not a service that is being provided and therefore, will only be 
provided to this particular patient who does not need it but feels she wants the 
satisfaction of being screened, it is understandable, we provide it subject to other 
clinical considerations.  The other clinical considerations obviously are that urgent 
cases are to be seen on the same day and patients that are not urgent but where 
there are clinical considerations are seen with greater priority.  So the third category 
of what the hon Member called ‘routine’, are seen as and when it is possible to see 
them but with a lower priority than urgent and cases where it is medically necessary.  
I trust that long explanation will serve to clarify the situation. 
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HON L A RANDALL: 
 
I thank the Minister for his explanation.  However, the person concerned tells me that 
the GP at the Primary Care Centre recommended that the mammogram take place 
urgently.  Notwithstanding this, she was given an appointment 17 months into the 
future and she was in such distress that she resorted to private facilities.  I am 
grateful for the answer that has been given and, obviously, I will convey to the person 
concerned a copy of the Minister’s reply as and when I receive the Hansard. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I was shaking my head because although nothing is impossible, and I am not saying 
that what the hon Member is saying is not correct, but in theory it is not possible for 
what the hon Member has described to happen.  What do I mean by that?  By that I 
mean that if the GP has said it is urgent and has written it on his referral letter, it is 
not possible unless whoever read the letter was not wearing glasses or had an off 
day and did not read the letter properly, which is highly unlikely, it is not possible for 
that person to be given an appointment into the future.  What is more probable is that 
the person who came to see the hon Member is the same person who came to see 
me and who made exactly the same description the hon Member has just given, with 
the added embellishment and this may identify to him if it is the same person or not, 
with the added embellishment that the GP admitted that he had not put urgent the 
first time but put it the second time and then she was seen immediately, and with the 
other embellishment that the GP also said to her, ‘what you need to do is write to the  
Chronicle and say that the Minister should provide more clinics and should do this 
and should do that’, which is something that GP’s are not paid to do or not 
encouraged to do.  If that is the tone of what was said that will identify whether it is 
the same person, whose name obviously I will not mention. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
There is some similarity but when it came to the part of the Gibraltar Chronicle this 
was never conveyed by this patient to me, at all. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 947 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – ADVANCE APPOINTMENTS 
 

Can the Minister for Health state whether he is satisfied that there is a waiting time of 
3 months for an advance appointment, requested by telephone, to see the GP of 
choice at the Primary Care Centre? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

It is not correct to state that there is a three month waiting time for advance 
appointments at the Primary Care Centre.  The appointment system was recently 
reviewed and appointment availability was extended from one month to three 
months.  That means that people can call in and book appointments up to three 
months ahead.  However, ten appointment slots per doctor on duty are available 
every day for appointments.  Furthermore, this availability for on the day 
appointments is extended to 15 slots on the Monday morning and on the Friday 
afternoon, again, for all GPs on duty.  These days were chosen following an audit of 
when the demand peaked on the day of the appointment.  Additionally, any patient 
needing medical attention on the day will be seen at an emergency clinic. 
 
Advance appointments are made available for follow-up and elective appointments 
and these are booked for the patient on whatever timescale is requested by the GP 
after the initial consultation, and the average request from the GPs is usually around 
the three month mark. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 947 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Can the Minister let me know the dates on which the appointment system was 
reviewed?  Was it recent?  He said recently reviewed.  Perhaps, since I was informed 
that it was three months and the information which I have been given today….. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I cannot answer that from memory but I would venture a guess at some time towards 
the beginning of the summer.  When I say recently I did not mean in the last week or 
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the last two weeks or the last month.  It is definitely west of the summer, July, August 
or even earlier.  I cannot give an exact date on my feet as I do not have the 
information but it was some months ago. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
I just wanted to know whether this could have been after I had been informed of this 
by a constituent but, obviously, I was informed of this after so the review had already 
taken place. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
There is a legitimate confusion that can arise in the mind of a prospective patient, in 
that if he picks up the phone today and says, ‘I want to see Doctor So and So, when 
is the next appointment for him?’, and assuming there is not an appointment on that 
same day in those 15 slots or 10 slots that have been released, it is possible, I have 
details here.  The waiting time varies from doctor to doctor and it can range from 
three weeks to, in one case, 15 weeks because it includes a period of six weeks 
during which the doctor is on leave or not working for whatever reason.  So if a 
person picks up the phone today and says, ‘I want specifically to see Doctor So and 
So’, that particular doctor will have a waiting time from three to, in this case, 15 
weeks which is exceptional.  It cannot be more than 12 weeks because they are not 
given an appointment in more than 10 weeks, but the next available appointment for 
this particular doctor for only one case would be 15 weeks.  Now, if that same person 
the next day or that same day goes to the Health Centre or telephones the Health 
Centre, and says ‘I would like to see this same doctor’, there are 10 slots available 
for him, five in the morning and five in the afternoon, to see that doctor.  If he does 
not need to see the specific doctor and can see any doctor, there will be slots 
available for all doctors and if he calls halfway through the day and all the slots have 
been taken up, there is still the emergency clinic in the morning and in the afternoon 
and all patients are seen in the emergency clinic.  So no person needing to see a 
doctor is left without seeing a doctor on the same day that he seeks the appointment, 
subject to him not insisting on seeing the specific doctor. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
I think this could very well be a case of lack of information on the part of the 
constituent or on the part of GHA, of making what the Minister has just made 
available in the House to the constituents so that they can challenge the 
appointments if they knew that there were 10 slots or 15 slots, and would not just 
accept it as some people just do, three months, three months.   
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 948 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – STUDY LEAVE 
 

Can Government state what was the actual expenditure for study leave for this 
financial year as at end September 2006, which is included in Sub-head 30, School 
of Health Studies of the GHA? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 949 and 976 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 949 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – SUB-HEAD 22 
 

Can Government state what is the actual expenditure figure for this financial year as 
at end September 2006 for accommodation under Subhead 22? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 948 and 976 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 950 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT (DONATIONS) 
 

Can Government provide a breakdown of the £50,000 that was donated in the 
financial year 2005/06 to the GHA for the purchase of medical equipment and 
appliances? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 995 and 996 of 2006. 



 173

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 951 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT (DONATIONS) 
 

Can Government provide the cost and the date of purchase of each of the items 
provided in answer to Question No. 574 of 2006, which were purchased with the 
donation of £770,000 from the Bonita Trust? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule 
that I now hand to him.   
 
Can I add to that again for his benefit, that the list provided in answer to Question No. 
574 was slightly shorter than the one I am giving him now by about two or three 
items, that was because at the date of Question No. 574, the additional two or three 
items on this list, which is an updated list, had not yet been purchased, or had not yet 
been ordered or had not yet been received or paid for, however the list had been 
made up.  So that list in answer to what we were saying before, that list provides or 
accounts for the expenditure of all of the £770,000 with the exception of £1,333.69, 
which is an unspent balance which is not necessarily the cost of one or a number of 
items.  I say that because when the list of items from the original donation was made 
up and agreed with the donors, the prices that were attributed to items were as per 
quotes received or as per catalogue price lists or whatever.  Since then the actual 
purchases there have been, I am told in some cases, where we have been able to 
obtain the item or procure the item at a lower price, be it from the same source or 
from a similar source.  So, I suspect it would not be possible to answer a question 
like which item or items are still pending amounting to £1,333.69, but certainly there 
will be one or two items that are still pending and that have not been received that 
make up that figure. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 951 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
In this list there is an item in the column headed ‘equipment’, it is the fifth item down, 
‘High End Patient Ventilator’ where the contracted price is zero.  Was this given free 
to the GHA? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I had not noticed that item showing zero so I do not know the answer to that, I shall 
have to find out and let him know.  It had escaped me in looking at the schedules or 
looking at the answers that I was providing, I had not noticed that.  I will find out and 
let him know. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Can the Minister also say whether these contracted prices are landed costs or factory 
prices? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
No, those have to be the actual cost to GHA, what he calls landed costs, yes, 
including duty if duty has been payable.   
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Am I right in assuming that the orders for all these items were placed by the 
procurement department of the GHA and paid for by the GHA, or were they paid by 
the donor? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
No, not paid by the donor directly in the sense that the donor made the donation to 
the GHA which was passed to the Treasury.  The system, as I understand it, is when 
GHA are going to procure a table, to use the example I used before, it does so 
through its normal procurement procedures and when the time comes to pay, it 
passes the payment to the Treasury and whether the Treasury make the payment 
direct or via GHA I would not know, but the money is drawn from that particular fund 
and paid to the supplier. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
The procurement is made by the procurement department of GHA? 
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
That is correct. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
How does the Minister explain that there are a number of items here, one of which is 
shown as being £303,000, another one as £50,000, another at £35,000, which really 
means it is almost half the money which was ordered in 2003.  Did they know in 2003 
that they were going to get £700,000 in 2006? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I thought the hon Member might spot that, in fact I was going to volunteer the 
information but I did not get on to doing it.  It is very simple, the main item in the 
donation was the CT Scan, £303,000 I think, Phillips CT Scanner fourth from the 
bottom and the two other items.  When the donation was being discussed with the 
donors they expressed a specific interest in donating the Scan, at which stage the 
Scan had already been purchased and was either already installed or being installed, 
but had already been purchased and I am not sure whether already paid for, 
probably already paid for.  The donor specifically wanted to provide the funding for 
this particular item, for the mammography and for the CT Scan, so the arrangement 
that was made and how it has been dealt with accountancy wise I cannot answer at 
this stage, but the arrangement and agreement was reached with the donor that they 
would provide the money that the items had cost GHA, retrospectively and that the 
money would be credited back into GHA as if GHA had not bought the item originally.  
If I explain myself, the funding that GHA had spent on those items would then be 
available to GHA for other things but the payment would be attributed, at the request 
of the donor, to the donor. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So then surely there is even more reason why that should appear as revenue of the 
Authority if it was available to meet normal recurrent expenditure? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
No, the hon Member may have misunderstood my explanation.  GHA had already 
bought the CT Scan, this donation was given subsequent to the purchase, it was not 
my understanding of the technical accountancy treatment.  It was not the amount 
given by the donor that was then available to GHA for other expenditure, the 
allocation of funds was to the scanner and the amount that had been paid by GHA 
out of Government funds was then used for something else.  So the revenue to GHA 
from the donor was allocated to the purchase of the scanner retrospectively. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
If the note that we have been provided for says that this was purchased in January 
2003, it means that it must have appeared in the audited accounts of 2002/2003 
ending in March 2003.  Now, certainly the House has not been provided with revised 
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re-audited accounts correcting that item of expenditure going back four years, so 
therefore, the only way it can subsequently be available, the money can 
subsequently be available to the Health Authority, is if the Health Authority has 
received that money as if it had sold the scanner to Bonita Trust and then Bonita 
Trust has gifted it to the Health Authority.  I cannot see any other way, from the 
explanation that we have been given, because it is not a question of going back and 
changing, one can change the books before they are closed un-audited but not four 
years after the event.   So if the money came in in 2006, it cannot be credited in 2003 
because it was not there.  I mean, the money was spent in 2003, it cannot be shown 
as not having been spent because it did happen, so what I am saying is, it is all very 
well to talk about the footnote, but if in fact, if out of that £770,000 in the accounts 
that were shown here as the forecast outturn, there is a note at the bottom saying the 
£770,000 is not being shown, when we asked why the Minister has said that he 
remembers perhaps the Financial Secretary or somebody else saying, well perhaps 
yes it should have been shown.  Well, really from all the explanations that we have 
been given today it cannot be shown because he is saying that there is an on-going 
equipment account funded by donations which is never shown.  This really, 
presumably, would not normally have been a part of, but even if that were the case, 
surely, if the £330,000 was officially sort of earmarked as being available for a 
scanner, which the Authority already possessed, then the cash must be there in the 
Authority if they received it.  It is not sitting in the Treasury waiting to be spent 
because it is being treated as having been spent.  Then surely it ought to have been 
there, forget the footnote.  Can the Minister say, for example, that when we look at 
the figure that is provided here under ‘other receipts’, where the figure on page 125 in 
Appendix G which says £450,000, that is not in there? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
No, I cannot say.  That is why I indicated, before the hon Member started asking 
Supplementary Questions, that I did not know what the accountancy treatment has 
been or had been by the Treasury.  I am giving him the facts, what the accountancy 
treatment is behind the scenes I do not know.  To be honest I am not even sure that 
the hon Member said that the cash has to be sitting in the GHA.  My understanding is 
that not even that is correct in the sense that the £770,000 was received by the 
Treasury and if GHA had been debited for the cost of the Scanner in the first place, it 
would now have been purchased or gifted, it would now be credited with that amount 
and the donation account debited instead.  I am assuming, I do not know what 
accountancy treatment has been given.  That, I would venture to suggest, if the hon 
Member wants further clarification I am quite happy to accept his letter and to deal 
with the Treasury to provide the answer or pass it on to the Treasury to reply direct to 
the hon Member.  I am not aware of what the accountancy treatment is. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I appreciate that the Minister does not know, because if he knew he would tell us.  He 
is not trying to keep the knowledge to himself, that I am aware of.  What I am saying 
is, it is not satisfactory to simply be told, well look, we ask a question where is this 
contribution and it turns out that the footnote that the House has been given at 
Budget Time is misleading to say the least.   Now it seems it is not just misleading, it 
is actually incorrect because it is not just true that there was not £50,000 that came 
in, it is not even true that in the year in question £770,000 was spent, because we 
have just been given a breakdown which shows that £330,000 had been spent in 
January 2003, which means that that expenditure was expenditure approved by the 
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House of Assembly.  In 2003, before the Minister had received any money from the 
Bonita Trust, he could not have bought the scanner without the approval of the 
House.  We must have voted the money here for the scanner to be bought.  
Therefore, to say well look, because these people would like to say the scanner is 
what we donated, let us pretend that we bought it in 2003 and we will give the money 
in 2006.  It is not a question of how do we deal with that in accountancy, there is only 
one way that we can deal with that.  That is since we cannot go back and rub the 
entries and put something else three years after the event, the only thing we can do 
is show the cash that was in the suspense account for expenditure on equipment 
having been paid to the Authority.  Otherwise, it is still there unspent and this 
schedule is wrong that we have been given today. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
No, the schedule is correct. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, if the schedule is right then it means that the fund provided by the Bonita Trust 
has been billed with £378,000 out of the £770,000 which is almost half the budget 
from the Bonita Trust, by somebody and it cannot be by the people who sold the 
scanner to Gibraltar in 2003, because they collected their money in 2003.  It can only 
be by the people who have had the scanner since 2003, which is the Health 
Authority.  Well look, the Minister is the Chairman of the Health Authority and the 
Minister for Health and he ought to know whether he has actually collected a third of 
a million pounds, which I would have thought would have come in quite handy in 
Health Services, or not collected it.  Forget how it is dealt with in the books, I mean, I 
would expect him to know if he suddenly found himself with a windfall of £330,000 to 
spend. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I have provided that answer already, I am quite clear what the situation is.  The 
equipment had been paid from the funds of the GHA or from the funds allocated to 
GHA.  Subsequently the donation and the donors said, ‘we want to pay for that that 
you have already purchased’ and that freed money that had been previously paid.  
Now, that money would then have gone back to the Treasury, back to where it came 
from and the payment allocated to the Bonita Trust donation.  I say again, that is 
what happened, now how it has been dealt with in accountancy terms I do not 
profess to know, but I can find out if the hon Member is that interested.  What has 
happened in fact, what there certainly is not, as the hon Member was implying a 
moment ago, is a cash balance of £330,000 sitting in the GHA somewhere, waiting 
for someone to decide how to spend it.  That certainly is not the case.  The money 
was originally paid for by the Treasury, has now been paid for by the Bonita Trust 
itself and the money recouped by the Treasury.  It is not held by the GHA. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It is not a question that the money was originally paid for by the Treasury.  The 
Treasury pays for everything on behalf of the Health Authority.  The Health Authority 
does not have its own Treasury Department.  The point is that if the Minister is telling 
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the House that the money that the House voted in 2002 was spent in January 2003 
and that now somebody has come along in 2006 and said, ‘I would like to pay for 
what you bought three years ago’, then the only way, we will examine how the 
Treasury has reflected that on paper, but the only way that that transaction can take 
place as between the Health Authority and the Fund of Bonita Trust, is that the Fund 
pays the Health Authority the £300,000 and therefore the Authority must have 
£300,000 available to it in cash, because it has an equipment for which it previously 
paid out £300,000 which has now cost nothing and it has recouped the £300,000.  
Now the Minister is saying, ‘no, that is not what has happened’.  Well look, I have to 
say to him that that is the inevitable consequence of the explanation that he has 
given us. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
No, I am sorry but I do not agree with the hon Member’s analysis which does not take 
into account what I have explained to him.  The explanation that I have given is that a 
cheque for £770,000 is given to the GHA by a donor.  That money is handed over to 
the Treasury, so the implication that GHA has the money because it has not spent it, 
is already wrong or fraud.  The £770,000 is given to the Treasury, now, the GHA 
buys the other £400,000 to make up the total of the donation and asks the Treasury 
for £400,000 to pay for the equipment as it arrives.  But it does not ask the Treasury 
for the £330,000 that the CT Scan cost.  That is in the Treasury and stays in the 
Treasury.  Now, how the Treasury has dealt with the financial accounting side of it, 
that I cannot answer, I do not know how they have done it or how it is accounted for 
in their books.  It is money that has gone to the Treasury and has not come to the 
GHA, that is the explanation. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
When the Minister says it has not come to the GHA and the Treasury has that money 
when the cheque is handed over and can only use it for one thing, for the medical 
equipment, the Treasury is not free to make use of that money for anything else, 
presumably.  I am correct in that, right.  Now, the Treasury then says ‘we are going to 
buy all these things’ and we have been told in the House today, there is no longer 
£770,000 there is only now left £1,333.69, because they have spent £400,000 in all 
sorts of smaller costed elements and £300,000 in buying a scanner in January.  Not 
in January 2006 in January 2003, so short of having a little blue telephone box 
borrowed from Dr Who, I do not see how they could have bought in 2003 something 
with money they had three years after the event.  The only people that they could buy 
it from are the GHA because the GHA already owned it in 2006.  We are being told 
here that in the Bonita Fund kept by the Treasury there is no longer £330,000 
available because it has been used to buy a scanner.  Well, who have the Treasury 
on behalf of the Health Authority and in the name of the Bonita Trust paid that 
£300,000 to?  The only people they can pay it to is the Health Authority.  Therefore, I 
have to say to him, irrespective of how they give effect to that transaction in the 
accounts, is he saying that that money is not there available to the Health Authority, 
the £330,000? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I say again, the colourful explanations of the hon Member are confusing to those who 
are listening.  It is perfectly possible, as the hon Member well knows, to make 
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financial adjustments to books through journal entries after the events.  So the fact 
that the money was spent originally in 2003, if there is a subsequent adjustment, that 
adjustment can be made and audited.  What I am saying is that I do not know, 
because I am not in the Treasury or responsible for the Treasury, I do not know what 
the financial treatment has been by the Treasury.  What is palpably clear and without 
a shadow of doubt, is that the GHA has not spent more and does not have extra 
funds available to it over and above the £770,000.  The £770,000 were received, 
were given to the Treasury, the Treasury paid for the smaller list of items to which we 
referred and presumably, in their financial allocation of funds, the £330,000 that had 
already been paid they would have notionally allocated to the GHA, but because the 
money had already been spent, presumably the £330,000 from the £770,000 would 
have been allocated to the GHA and the amount that had previously been given to 
the GHA, would have been credited back to the Treasury for other expenditure.  I say 
again, and I am not going to say it again, I cannot vouch for that explanation being 
accurate and if the hon Member wants to know exactly how it has been dealt with, 
then I would suggest he writes to me or writes to the Accountant General and asks 
me specifically what he wants to know and I will venture to provide the information.  I 
have already said three times that I do not know how the Treasury have dealt with it, 
what I do know is that no funds in excess of the £770,000 have been spent by the 
GHA in relation to this donation.  How the accountancy treatment has been done I do 
not know and I cannot answer. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The Minister keeps on referring me back to the Treasury even though I keep on 
prefacing my questions by saying, ‘irrespective of how it is eventually shown in the 
books’.  I mean, we are talking about a Statutory Body which it is the policy of this 
Government to create more and more of them and then we get answers as if this 
were still the Health Department in 1987.  There are accounts which he has tabled 
here which are audited by the Principal Auditor, but that does not mean that the 
Treasury can now come along and say, ‘ah well, we are now going to take back 
some of the money you had in March 2004 and change the money available to you’.  
Well then we have not got a Statutory authority any more.  They may be able to do 
that in Government Departments, in the Education Department or in some other 
Department, but this is something where if the Health Authority had revenue and 
expenditure audited in 2002/2003 what cannot happen in 2006, as far as my 
understanding of the Ordinance is concerned, is that they say, ‘ah well, since you 
have now been given by a kind donor £770,000 for spending on equipment and that 
person would like the equipment that he pays for to include something you bought in 
2003, we are now going to reduce the money we gave you in 2003’.  Then I am 
afraid the £770,000 has not been used for equipment, I am sorry to say, because 
£330,000 has now been diverted.  I would have thought the Minister, as Minister for 
Health, would fight his corner, ‘no, this is money for equipment for the Health 
Authority and if I am given £770,000 for equipment, that is because the Bonita Trust 
want that to go to the benefit of health service users’.  If they say, ‘well look, we fancy 
having a plaque on the scanner that says donated by the Bonita Trust even though 
the thing has been there for four years already or three years, then the obvious thing 
must be that he as Minister, should argue, ‘well look, that is fine but I am now being 
done out of £330,000 because I already got the money to buy the scanner in 2003, I 
am getting £770,000 more but am only being allowed to spend £400,000 of it’.  
Surely he can see the logic of that? 
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
There is no logic, with respect, if the GHA had not agreed to what was being 
requested the donation would not have been £770,000 it would have been £440,000.  
We would not have had the extra £330,000 to spend on other things because the 
donor specifically wanted to donate the scan.  So, if we had said ‘no, you cannot 
donate the scan because we have already bought it’, then the donation would have 
been £770,000 less £330,000. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I have not suggested that to him at all. I am not saying that he has got a responsibility 
as Minister for Health to fight his corner with Bonita Trust who is giving him money, I 
am saying he should have it with the Treasury who is keeping part of that money.  
Bonita Trust wanted him to buy £770,000 of equipment and wanted the scanner to be 
part of that equipment, which he had already bought.  Surely, that means that the 
saving that is made in 2003 has to be available for the Authority for other equipment, 
not available to the Treasury to then say ‘ah now we can claw back the money that 
we gave you three years ago and give it to somebody else and use it for somebody 
else’.  Then, in fact, all that the Bonita Trust has done is not really to provide a 
scanner, what they have really done is to provide cash to the general revenue and 
that cash will finish up, presumably, in the Consolidated Fund and not be available to 
the Government.  If in fact the Minister does not agree that that is what ought to 
happen and should happen and that the Health Authority should have that money, 
because this is money that it received in 2006, well then by that logic anybody can 
come along and say ‘well I fancy something that I have seen in a ward that was 
bought ten years ago, so I am giving you the money now and I want you to put a little 
plaque there saying donated by Joe Bossano’.  That means he has then got to give 
money back to the Treasury that they gave him ten years ago.  I do not think even 
the accounts can allow that kind of change, but even if it were possible from an 
accounting point of view to do that, I would have thought that as a matter of principle 
the benefit of the £770,000 has not been obtained by him for the Health Authority, 
only the benefit of £400,000, because all he has got is a paper transaction saying 
what he bought with Health Authority money.  Presumably, I would imagine, that it 
has probably been funded by a vote from the Improvement and Development Fund 
which is where the capital money comes for injections to the Health Authority that 
was voted this year.  So I would put it to the Minister that independent of how they 
treat it in the books, he should be arguing that it is the £330,000 of the Department 
and will he consider doing that? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I do not think I can add any more at this stage.  I have said what I have said, I have 
said in answer to the question what has happened in actual fact.  If the hon Member 
wants any more information on the financial treatment of the amount, I invite him to 
write to me and I will answer him on the basis of accurately obtained information. 
 
 
MR SPEAKER: 
 
I think the point has been well made, there is not much more we can take it further. 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I am just being told, he may be relieved to hear, that apparently the Minister for 
Health has been able to establish that the Government did not, in fact, cheat the 
Health Authority out of its £300,000 odd and that, indeed, it was just a question of 
pleasing the donor by booking this for the scan but that the Health Authority did 
indeed spend the money on other things.  So the Government did not keep the 
money. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I see and not only then is it the case that the Government did not keep the money for 
some other purpose but that all the information we were given this morning is 
incorrect. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
No, I do not want to start the debate again.  What I said this morning is that I did not 
know how the Treasury had dealt with the accountancy side of the problem but that 
the donation had been given that it had been used by the GHA and I was not sure 
how the £380,000, whether it had been kept by the Government or whether it had 
been kept by the GHA.  But I did not know, I now know, it has been kept by the GHA. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, I am glad to know that he now knows that he has got it.  But in fact, he cannot 
say that he did not know because I said to him that he was not fighting his corner and 
he should not be allowing it not to be available to the Health Authority, and he was 
quite clear that he did not have it, that he did not have the money to spend on other 
equipment.  Now what we are being told is that it has actually been spent on other 
equipment? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Yes, and no to the first part of it.  No, I did not say I did not have the money I said I 
did not know whether the money had been kept by the Government or had been 
spent by the GHA.  That I did not know and that I would find out.  I have found out 
and it has been spent and is being spent, there is still a little bit of it left.  It is being 
spent by the GHA on other equipment. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, we will have to see what the record shows but I can assure the Minister that I 
would not have pressed him the way I did if that is the impression that they had given 
us, which was that the money might be with the Health Authority and might have 
been spent on something else but that he did not know it.  He was very clear, he kept 
on talking about the accounts and when I pressed him by saying it was not the 
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accounts I was concerned with he said, ‘well look, that is the way it is.  It does not 
appear in the Health Authority because it is in a capital account controlled by the 
Treasury and they have probably rebooked the expenditure to the Bonita Trust from 
where they originally booked it when they paid for it’.  That is how we left it and I 
asked him, in fact, to press for the money to be made available to the Authority.  I 
would not have asked him to do it unless he had given us that impression, but no 
doubt when the Hansard comes out we will be able to see just what words were 
used. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I could not give that impression because I was not able to ascertain positively that 
GHA had spent the money and it is not my style to bluff.  So as I could not say we 
had spent it he may have got the impression that we had not.  What I was saying was 
that I do not know how it has been dealt with from a financial accounting point of 
view. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 952 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – GP UPDATING COURSES 
 

Can Government state the number of GP’s that attended updating courses in 2005 
and in the period January to September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 956 and 957 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 953 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – CONTRACT NURSES 
 

Can Government state the number of contract nurses employed by the GHA as at 
the end of September 2006, listing the speciality in which they are employed? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 954 and 955 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 954 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – NUMBER OF NURSES 
 

Can the Government state as at end of September 2006 what was the distribution of 
nurses by wards and departments at St Bernard’s Hospital, specifying their grades? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 953 and 955 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 955 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – NUMBER OF NURSES 
 

Can Government state how many nurses were in post as at the end of September 
2006, giving a breakdown by grade? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule 
that I now hand to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 956 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – GENERAL PRACTITIONERS 
 

Can Government confirm whether they have now finalised the discussions with the 
General Practitioners regarding their job description? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 952 and 957 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 957 OF 2006 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GHA – GENERAL PRACTITIONERS 
 

Can Government provide an update on the status of the discussions with GPs 
regarding their job descriptions, conditions of work and salaries? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 952 of 2006 
 
A total of 10 GPs attended updating courses in 2005 and five GPs attended updating 
courses in the period January to September 2006. 
 
Answer to Question Nos. 956 and 957 of 2006 
 
The position in respect of discussions with the GPs remains as stated in answer to 
Question No. 1181 of 2005, Question No. 118 of 2006 and Question No. 604 of 
2006. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 952, 956 AND 957 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Am I right then in assuming that no meetings have taken place since this House last 
met in June? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I think that is correct, in fact, I am almost certain it is correct.  It has to be correct, 
there has been no change. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Are there any meetings planned in the immediate future? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I think efforts are being made to arrange meetings but I do not think there are any 
meetings yet scheduled, any former meetings yet scheduled. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 958 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA - GYNAECOLOGIST 
 

Can Government provide the reasons for the termination of employment of Dr 
Brooks, the Gynaecologist, at St Bernard’s Hospital? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 959 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 959 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA - RADIOLOGIST 
 

Can Government state whether the GHA has concluded a monetary settlement with 
Dr Hassan, the Radiologist? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The Government do not consider it appropriate to comment on individual staff related 
matters, unless an issue of public safety arises requiring a public statement by the 
Government. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 958 AND 959 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
With regard to Question No. 958, could the Minister at least say whether the 
employment was terminated by the GHA or whether the Gynaecologist resigned? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I do not have anything further to add. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
I do not understand the stand the Government have taken.  In June 2006 they issued 
a press release regarding Dr Hassan, so they made the issue public.  What I am 
asking is, has there been a monetary settlement or a settlement? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
The Government do not consider it appropriate to comment on individual staff related 
matters, unless an issue of public safety arises requiring a public statement by the 
Government, which was what was done when the hon Member refers. 
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HON L A RANDALL: 
 
What I am trying to find out is whether Government funds were involved in the 
settlement.  If there was a settlement it must have been paid out of Government 
funds.  Surely, the Government is answerable for that to the Opposition?  Has there 
been a monetary settlement? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I have nothing further to add on either of these two questions at this moment in time. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Is it that the matter is still open, which is often used as a reason given in this House 
for not providing information because it is still on-going? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Yes, it is implicit in the answer.  There are still on-going factors that could influence 
things that are happening and, therefore, I do not wish to make any public comment.  
There are certain implied assumptions in the question that are not even accurate.  
Like for example, assumptions of terminations of employment that have not 
happened. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
If we ask in a question in this House, presumably because people are saying that it 
has happened, whether a settlement has been reached, the answer yes or no is very 
easy.  It is either yes or it is no.  If we then say if the answer is yes, then what has 
been the settlement and the answer is ‘well we cannot give you what is the 
settlement because it is still on-going’, then it should not have been yes, it should 
have been no in the original answer, because it has not been settled.  If we ask what 
are the reasons for somebody’s employment being terminated, because people do 
not see him there so they assume that if he is not there he is no longer working.  I do 
not think it is an unreasonable thing that somebody should say, ‘well look, is it that 
we do not have that Gynaecologist any more?’.  We come and we ask the 
Government, who else can we ask?  If the Government say ‘no, his employment has 
not been terminated’, then I think it is a reasonable supplementary to say ‘well if it is 
not terminated what is he on holiday, suspended or what?’.  These are matters that 
contributors to the Health Authority, who pay for half of the cost of the thing through 
their insurance stamps, are entitled to this kind of information.  Can the Minister shed 
any more light than he has done until now, which is remarkably little? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I do not wish to make any further comment at this stage. 
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HON F R PICARDO: 
 
Can I just ask the Minister to confirm, given the indication that we have had, that Dr 
Hassan continues to be an employee of the Gibraltar Health Authority? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
No, that is not the case. 
 
 
HON F R PICARDO: 
 
So has there been a termination of employment as a result? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I will say it once more and I will not say it again.  I do not wish to make any further 
comment.  Dr Hassan is no longer working at the GHA.  I do not want to make any 
further comment at this stage, because there are on-going factors that could 
influence further developments in the future.  So, I do not want to make any further 
comments at this stage. 
 
 
HON F R PICARDO: 
 
I accept that but what I cannot accept is that if on 22nd June 2006 in a press release 
on GHA letterhead, the Minister has said or the GHA has said publicly, ‘after careful 
consideration of all these factors’ (referring to the factors in the press release) ‘the 
GHA Board decided to terminate Dr Hassan’s contract of employment’, that he 
should say publicly things which he is not prepared to say in this House.  Is that still 
the case? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Of course it is, that is a document that is available publicly.  Nothing has changed to 
what was said in that document.  I do not want to comment further on anything 
further because there could still be developments in the future. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Given that the last supplementary was to seek confirmation that the employment had 
been terminated, either it was terminated when it was said to be terminated in June, 
or that is incorrect and the termination is being challenged……… 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I would recommend the hon Members to read the two questions again and they will 
find that all references to terminations are to Question No. 958 and not to Question 
No. 959.  The situation in terms of Question No. 959 is as given in that public 
statement, that press release. 
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HON F R PICARDO: 
 
Absolutely, but my supplementary question was specific because I had noted that, 
and that one question talked about the monetary settlement and the first question 
talked about termination.  That is why my supplementary question was specific and 
the Minister seemed not to want to say that, perhaps as a result of a confusion 
between Dr Brooks and Dr Hassan, but the position in respect of Dr Hassan then 
remains that there has been a termination? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Correct, the position in respect of Dr Hassan is as given in the public statement.  He 
is right, I do not want any confusion between one and the other. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 960 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

Can the Minister for Health state whether the Chief Executive of the GHA received 
additional remuneration for having carried out, in an acting capacity, the duties of 
Medical Director, and if so, how much? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 961, 962 and 963 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 961 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
 

Can the Minister for Health state what will be the remuneration that the Gibraltar 
Health Authority will be paying to Mr Kevin Pizarro as Medical Director and as 
Consultant Orthodontist? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 960, 962 and 963 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 962 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

Can the Minister state whether the GHA have already come to a decision on whether 
they will extend the contract they gave to the present Chief Executive, Dr 
McCutcheon? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 960, 961 and 963 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 963 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

Can the Minister for Health state whether the Gibraltar Health Authority intends to 
localise the job of Chief Executive, when the contract of the current incumbent 
expires in 2007? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answer to Question Nos. 960 to 963 of 2006 
 
The Government intend to localise the post of Chief Executive.  The duration of Dr 
McCutcheon’s tenure is under consideration. 
 
Dr McCutcheon received no additional remuneration for carrying out the duties of 
Medical Director. 
 
Dr McCutcheon’s predecessor as Medical Director received an enhancement of 30 
per cent of his Consultant Salary to carry out that role.  Mr Kevin Pizarro will receive 
a similar enhancement. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 960 TO 963 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So what the Government are saying is that in answer to Question No. 962 of 2006, 
no decision has been taken and that, therefore, if the decision is to extend the 
contract the localisation will take place at the end of that extension, is that the correct 
interpretation of the two answers? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
That is correct. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 964 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – VACCINE (CANCER OF CERVIX) 
 

Can the Minister for Health state whether the Government proposes to follow the 
United Kingdom in providing a vaccine for girls, which reduces the risk of cancer of 
the cervix? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 965 to 968 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 965 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – MRSA INFECTION 
 

Can Government state whether cases of MRSA Infection were detected at St 
Bernard’s Hospital in the months of June, July, August and September 2006 and 
whether any were fatal, providing a breakdown by patients and members of staff? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 964 and 966 to 968 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 966 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – AVIAN FLU 
 

Can Government confirm that to date no cases of avian flu have been detected in 
Gibraltar? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 964, 965, 967 and 968 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 967 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – NOTIFIABLE DISEASES 
 

Can Government provide the breakdown of laboratory confirmed notifiable deceases 
for the months of January to September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 964 to 966 and 968 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 968 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – CAUSES OF DEATH 
 

Can Government provide the percentage distribution for causes of death for the 
period January to September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 964 of 2006 
 
The vaccine to which the hon Member refers is a new vaccine that has only very 
recently been licensed for use by doctors. 
 
The suitability of the vaccine in a mass immunisation programme is currently under 
assessment by the Joint Council for Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), the UK 
national advisory body on such matters. 
 
If and when the Council issues its guidance, the position will be reviewed locally. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 965 of 2006 
 
There were two cases of MRSA in June, two cases in July, four cases in August and 
one case in September. 
 
Of these, three were imported, four were hospital acquired and two were carried in by 
the patient. 
 
None of the above patients died. 
 
None of the above infections occurred in members of staff. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 966 of 2006 
 
The Government can confirm that there have been no cases of Avian Flu detected in 
Gibraltar. 
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Answer to Question Nos. 967 and 968 of 2006 
 
The data for laboratory confirmed notifiable diseases and the percentage distribution 
for cause of death is collected on an annual basis and presented in the GHA report.  
Data for the year 2006 will be available in the first quarter of 2007. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 964 TO 968 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Much as I was taking note as fast as I could, I would be obliged if the Minister would 
confirm that no cases of MRSA infection were detected amongst members of staff. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
That is correct, no infections in members of staff. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 969 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA - MEALS 
 

Can Government state the number of times, since the answer to Question No, 692 of 
2005, that the results of the weekly audits on the temperature and quality of the food 
being served at St Bernard’s Hospital were favourable? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Since the new food trolleys were introduced last June, no complaints in respect of the 
temperature of meals have been received. 
 
Food is being served within the temperature parameters recommended by the 
European Union.  Weekly audits ceased following the commissioning of the new 
heated food trolleys only days after the answer was provided to Question No. 692 of 
2005.  The new trolleys are set to the recommended temperature of 75 degrees 
centigrade.  A subsequent audit of the temperature reading of the trolleys at ward 
level confirms that temperature levels are being maintained. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 969 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
I note the answer that the Minister has given me but I would also like him to note that 
we get a stream of people coming in still complaining about food being served cold.  I 
offer this just as an observation which he may like to investigate further. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I did specifically ask for confirmation of this.  The tests that were carried out only two 
days ago showed that all the trolleys are working to specifications and I will give an 
example.  I think the Maternity Ward was used, the temperature in the kitchen when 
the trolley was closed, the soup was at 75 degrees, the stew was at 74 degrees and 
the pasta salad (which is cold) at 9 degrees.  Fifteen minutes later, taken in the 
basement of the hospital, the temperatures were exactly the same.  Some time later, 
taken when the trolley arrived in the ward, the temperatures of the three plates were 
exactly the same and when the recipient of the tray received his food, covered his 
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food and took the foil paper off, the temperature was 69 degrees for the food, 67 
degrees for the stew and 9.6 degrees for the salad – all of which are perfectly 
acceptable.  In fact, I am told that if anything, the odd rumble that is now heard by 
staff is that the food is too hot rather than the food is too cold.  But I say what I 
always say to the hon Members, if they do receive a complaint from anybody with 
rightly special circumstances of an individual case, I would be grateful if he would 
inform me or pass the details on to me and I will investigate the particular ward and 
the particular day where it is always possible that something may have gone wrong.   
I reiterate and reassure hon Members that the trolleys are working very well and that 
food is remaining hot as long as the trolley is still closed and connected.  Assuming 
that it is not switched off, opened and then someone takes half an hour to provide a 
meal to a patient, which would be unforgiveable, then the food would get cold.  Now it 
does not cold en route as it was getting cold before. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 970 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – EUROPEAN HEALTH INSURANCE CARD 
 

Can the Minister for Health confirm whether the E111 Form for Emergency 
Treatment provided in European States, has now been extended to include other 
forms of medical treatment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 971 to 974 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 971 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – EUROPEAN HEALTH INSURANCE CARD 
 

Can the Minister for Health confirm whether the E111 Form for Emergency 
Treatment provided in European States, has now been extended to include routine 
elective surgery? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 970 and 972 to 974 of 2006. 



 211

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 972 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – EUROPEAN HEALTH INSURANCE CARD 
 

If the E111 Form for Emergency Treatment provided in European States has been 
extended to include other forms of medical treatment, can the Minister for Health 
provide a list of such treatments? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 970, 971, 973 and 974 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 973 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – EUROPEAN HEALTH INSURANCE CARD 
 

If the E111 Form for Emergency Treatment provided in European States has now 
been extended to include routine elective surgery, can the Minister for Health provide 
a list of such elective surgical interventions? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 970 to 972 and 974 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 974 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – EUROPEAN HEALTH INSURANCE CARD 
 

Can the Minister for Health confirm whether the Gibraltar Health Authority is obliged 
to implement any new arrangements that may have come about in European States 
in relation to the E111 Form? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The European Health Insurance Card, which has replaced the old E111 form which 
no longer exists, has not been extended to cover other forms of treatment within 
Member States.  The GHA would be obliged to implement any new arrangements if 
they did come about in future. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 975 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – HOSPITAL RULES 
 

Can Government state whether the drafting of the hospital rules, which include the 
schedules of the hospital fees, has now been finalised? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The Seventh Draft of the Hospital Rules has now been received.  If, as expected, this 
is the final draft, it will be published in the Gazette in the near future. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 976 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – LEGAL CLAIMS 
 

Can Government state the quantum it has paid in respect of legal claims settled 
against the Gibraltar Health Authority in the period June to September 2006, 
providing a breakdown by month? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule 
that I now hand to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 977 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – INDEPENDENT REVIEW PANEL 
 

Can the Government state how many complaints have been lodged with the new 
Independent Review Panel in the months of June, July, August and September 2006, 
by users of the Health Service, specifying the date of each complaint? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

There have been no complaints lodged with the Independent Review Panel during 
the months of June, July, August and September 2006. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 977 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
No complaints?  Not even verbal complaints? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
It seems that once again there is confusion on the Opposition side of the House.  I 
ventured to explain this more than once before.  If the question is as stated, how 
many new complaints have been lodged with the new Independent Review Panel?  
The answer is none.  The hon Member has maybe forgotten how the system works.  
Complaints that are made to the GHA are either of a formal, written nature or of a 
verbal, informal nature.  Those complaints are dealt with by GHA, to the satisfaction 
or otherwise of the complainant.  Occasionally, I think there have been off the top of 
my head six or seven cases up to now, occasionally, the complainant is not satisfied 
with the final answer given by the GHA and it is then that the complainant is able to 
exercise his or her statutory right to visit the Ombudsman and ask for an independent 
review panel to be appointed to consider the case beyond.  Then the GHA steps 
back and says, ‘well, this is what we have said to the complainant’ and then, that 
independent review panel, where GHA is not represented, consisting of peers, looks 
at the case and comes back and says, ‘we think the complainant was right, we think 
GHA was right’ and gives its decision.  The question is how many cases have been 
referred to the Independent Review Panel, the answer is none. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 978 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – NUMBER OF PRESCRIPTIONS 
 

Can Government give a breakdown of the total number of prescriptions issued, the 
number of items and the cost of the medicines covered by such prescriptions under 
the GPMS for the accounting periods 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 of 2006/2007? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 979 to 982 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 979 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – PAYMENTS TO PHARMACISTS 
 

Can Government confirm how much has been paid to Pharmacists for periods 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5 and 6 of 2006/2007? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 978 and 980 to 982 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 980 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – PAYMENTS TO PHARMACISTS 
 

Can Government state what was the amount paid to Pharmacists for the periods 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5 and 6 of 2006/2007 in respect of £1.80 per item prescription charged, 
regarding the medicines to which the sum applied? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 978, 979, 981 and 982 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 981 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – NUMBER OF PRESCRIPTIONS 
 

Can Government state the total number of prescriptions issued, the number of items 
and the cost of the medicines covered by the GPMS prescriptions for accounting 
periods 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 of 2006/2007 in respect of which £2.50 per item was paid 
by patients to the dispensing pharmacists? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 978 to 980 and 982 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 982 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

GHA – NUMBER OF ITEMS 
 

Can Government state the number of items that have been issued, that exceed the 
three items and which pay a total of £7.50 for the accounting periods 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 
6 of 2006/2007? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule 
that I now hand to him. 
 
If I may, I have been noticing over recent Question Times that there are a number of 
questions that are usually clustered together and always answered with the same 
answer.  There is no script, the statistical information requested by the hon Member 
is contained in the list.  There are usually four or five clusters of these questions 
which are purely statistical and which have no script to them.  Rarely, if ever, 
certainly today it has not happened, do they attract any Supplementaries on the day.  
No doubt, Members use the information for their statistics or for their press releases 
later on.  I am intending, at the next Question Time of the House, instead of having 
four or five clusters of statistical answers, to group all the statistical questions 
together and provide all the schedules in one answer.  With your leave, when you 
see the questions, and I would like Opposition Members to assess it when I do that 
the next time and if it is acceptable to them I will carry on doing it.  If it is not, I will go 
back to the present system.  The information provided will be the same but I think it 
will save the time of the House, instead of making the clerk walk round five times and 
the hon Member standing up five times, instead of me standing up five times it will all 
be done in one go.  If it is found to be too much we will go back to the current system.  
The present clusters are divided using this criteria, very broadly, all waiting lists, all 
patient movements, in St Bernard’s or in the Primary Care Centre.  Here we had all 
the prescription questions together, there are usually six or seven questions about 
how many nurses there are here or there and what they do.  I stress that I am only 
talking about questions that do not ask for a verbal answer, I will not do it with 
anything that needs a verbal answer, but I think it would be helpful for the House and 
it would not be less helpful to Opposition Members.  If they were to find it, I would be 
quite happy to change it. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 978 TO 982 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
In principle I see nothing wrong with it.  There is something, of course, that is a 
matter of concern to us and that is that these are questions for oral answer and even 
though, in the main, they do not generate supplementaries, if I take the example of 
what we have just had when the Minister gave the breakdown of the dates of the 
purchases of equipment and the Bonita Trust, if that information had not been 
available by me taking my colleague’s copy, I would not have been able to put those 
supplementaries.  Therefore, I think, it is fine to say I hand over a schedule but I think 
we need more than one copy of the schedule, because if it was being read out we 
would all hear it and we would all be able to raise a point that the actual original 
questioner might not have picked up and somebody else can.  I think that Question 
Time allows other Members to raise points on other people’s questions, and at the 
moment, we are in a bit of difficulty by having to pass one copy around.  So, perhaps 
in looking at this, they can also look at providing more than one copy so that while 
somebody is looking at one question somebody else can be looking at another one. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for that, I would not include a question like the 
Bonita Trust question, which is a one-off.  I am thinking of the questions that we get 
at every meeting, where all the changes at the time previously, are covered.  But I 
would suggest we try it and see how it goes.  I cannot vouch for being able to provide 
two schedules because it might upset the way the system is.  This is done at No. 6 
before they get here, but I occasionally ask the Clerk to get two answers and give 
them two.  I will try to do it but I think it would only be to the questions that are asked 
by one particular hon Member rather than by two.  If hon Members are amenable I 
will try to see how it goes.  I think it will be time-saving. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
In terms of other questions as well, where information is provided in writing, it is 
difficult sometimes if we spend too much time passing pieces of paper, because I 
may have gone on to another question.  Although they are always flexible in letting 
us get back, it is not really the way it should be happening.  We ought to be asking 
the supplementary when the answer is given. 
 
 
MR SPEAKER: 
 
Might it not be, perhaps may I commend the system which I think is working very well 
between the Hon Fabian Picardo and the Hon Dr Bernard Linares, where information 
is being sought and exchanged and obtained outside of the sittings and that 
information does form part of Hansard as written questions and written answers.  
That would give Members more time to look at the information in their own time and 
pose more meaningful questions when it comes to the actual sitting of the House.  I 
do not think I have convinced everyone but it may be worth looking at.  I think it helps 
all sides to have the information flowing rather than lots of paperwork handed over 
which means nothing to most people until one actually examines it.   Certainly, it 
would work on that basis. 
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I have offered to do this in the past to the Hon Miss Montegriffo but the answer that I 
got back was not very enthusiastic about it so I did not pursue it.  But I certainly am 
quite happy for these periodic questions that are purely statistical and only reflect the 
change of date, I am quite happy to provide it, say on a quarterly basis, and of course 
hon Members can ask supplementaries afterwards if they want.  I would leave it with 
them to consider and if they are happy to do it, I am quite happy to provide them on a 
regular basis. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 983 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – ENROLLED NURSE 
 

Can Government confirm that there will be no exceptions made to the rule contained 
in the advert for Enrolled Nurse vacancies that applicants must reside, or take up 
residence, in Gibraltar on employment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 984 to 989 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 984 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – ENROLLED NURSE 
 

Can Government state if any of the applicants for the vacancies of Enrolled Nurse 
were prospective frontier workers and whether any such applications were rejected 
on this count? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 983 and 985 to 989 of 2006. 



 228

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 985 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – ENROLLED NURSE 
 

Can Government state how many of the applicants for Enrolled Nurse vacancies 
were successful and awarded 12 month contracts giving the commencement dates of 
the contracts and nationality of the successful applicants? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 983, 984 and 986 to 989 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 986 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – ENROLLED NURSE 
 

Can Government provide a breakdown by gender, nationality and residence of the 
persons whose applications were received by 8 September 2006 for the Enrolled 
Nurse vacancies? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 983 to 985 and 987 to 989 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 987 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – ENROLLED NURSE 
 

Can Government confirm whether all the vacancies opened for Enrolled Nurse on the 
8 September were part of the complement and if not provide a breakdown showing 
the number of supernumerary vacancies? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 983 to 986, 988 and 989 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 988 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – ENROLLED NURSE 
 

Can Government state how many vacancies for Enrolled Nurse there were in the 
Gibraltar Health Authority on the 8 September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 983 to 987 and 989 of 2006. 



 232

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 989 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – ENROLLED NURSE 
 

Can Government state how many applications for the vacancy of Enrolled Nurse 
were received by the closing date of 8 September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answer to Question Nos. 983 to 989 of 2006 
 
Two valid applications were received from resident female British Nationals by the 8th 
September, 2006 for the post of Enrolled Nurse. 
 
At the time the answer to this question was being drafted the interviews had still not 
been held.  The residency requirements will be applied. 
 
As at the 8th September, 2006 one vacancy for Enrolled Nurse existed in the Gibraltar 
Health Authority and this vacancy was part of the complement. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 983 TO 989 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So in fact, there is only one vacancy available then, is that correct? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
That is correct. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 990 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – PROVISION OF TECHNO-MEDICAL SERVICES BY GEA 
 

Can Government identify where in the estimated expenditure of the Gibraltar Health 
Authority for 2006/2007 the payment of £809,000 for techno-medical services to be 
provided by the Gibraltar Electrical Authority is charged? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 991 to 994 of 2006. 



 234

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 991 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – PROVISION OF TECHNO-MEDICAL SERVICES BY GEA 
 

Can Government identify where in the forecast outturn for the Gibraltar Health 
Authority for 2005/2006 the payment of £250,000 for techno-medical services paid to 
the Gibraltar Electricity Authority is charged? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 990 and 992 to 994 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 992 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – PROVISION OF TECHNO-MEDICAL SERVICES BY GEA 
 

Can Government describe the techno-medical services to be provided in the current 
financial year by the Electricity Authority to the Gibraltar Health Authority at an 
estimated cost of £809,000? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 990, 991, 993 and 994 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 993 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – PROVISION OF TECHNO-MEDICAL WORKS BY GEA 
 

Can Government describe the nature of the techno-medical services to the value of 
£250,000 provided by the Gibraltar Electricity Authority to the Gibraltar Health 
Authority in 2005/2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 990 to 992 and 994 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 994 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – PROVISION OF TECHNO-MEDICAL SERVICES BY GEA 
 

Can Government say what were the techno-medical services that the Gibraltar 
Health Authority required from the Gibraltar Electricity Authority when the estimated 
cost for 2005/2006 was £41,000? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The £250,000 techno-medical services identified under the forecast outturn 
2005/2006 and the estimated £809,000 for 2006/2007 are debited to maintenance 
charges under the allocation for facilities management.  That is on page 126.  The 
services provided as part of a maintenance agreement with the Gibraltar Electricity 
Authority include mechanical, electrical and clinical engineering services. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 990 TO 994 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The maintenance agreement that is £1,350,000 for 2006/2007 is the one the Minister 
is referring to and the £809,000 is included there, is that correct? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
That is correct. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
In the preceding year the figure of £1,638,000 includes the £250,000 even though 
there is no breakdown? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
That is correct.  As the hon Member correctly says, since in the previous year there 
was no breakdown, it was decided to break the figure up this year as it was getting 
biggish, so as to be able to provide more information. 
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HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Has the Minister answered all the questions now or am I expecting any further 
information? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I do not understand. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, one of the things that I asked in Question No. 994 was what were the nature of 
the techno-medical services when the Authority thought it would cost them £41,000 
and they finished up costing six times the amount estimated.  It is the kind of 
difference that would suggest that at the beginning of the financial year, the expected 
anticipated requirement for the service must have been dramatically different from 
what it finished up being. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
The first part of the question, the nature of the services I did give him, which I said 
included mechanical, electrical and clinical engineering services.  The estimate of 
£41,000 is an Electricity Authority estimate and the actual outturn is a GHA figure.  
The hon Member should remember that this was at the beginning of the opening of 
the new hospital, things were being identified and against a background where the 
FM package for the hospital had been recommended to be put out and done 
externally.  When the tender offers came in, the figure was running in excess of £3 
million, if I remember rightly.  So it was decided not to grant it to whoever the 
successful tenderer was at the time, but it included the people who were doing it 
whilst the hospital was being built and to take it in-house and to engage the 
Electricity Authority to do the work.  So there was a changing situation which may 
account for the considerable difference between the original estimate and the final 
scope of the works.  It is now taking on a more established level because we are now 
doing the same things. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, I would draw the attention of the Minister to the fact that the original budget was 
£2 million and that the budget for this year is still £2 million.  I find it peculiar that in 
terms of estimating, one would think that one needs to spend £2 million on facilities 
management, of which only £41,000 is needed for electro-mechanical services, then 
in the following year one still needs £2 million but this time, instead of the share being 
£41,000, the share is now £800,000.  The total thus seems to go up, notwithstanding 
the fact that there seems to be more being done.  The element of the maintenance 
agreement which is £1,350,000 includes now £800,000.  If we look at the estimate 
approved by the House in the preceding budget, the total was still £2 million which is 
the total for this year, but in that total of £2 million there was only £41,000 provided 
for the Electrical Authority to do  medical technical work.  So I find it strange because, 
presumably, the balance of the budget was intended to be for other things which 
would have been as high as £1,900,000. 
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I cannot account for the difference between the two figures, other than one was done 
by one Department and the other was done by the other and one would have thought 
that they would have talked to each other before producing the figures.  I do not know 
the reason for the differences.  What I can say is that, that the services have been 
increasing and in the forecast outturn for last year was of the order of £250,000 but 
now this year, for the estimate for this year is now for the level of services.  The 
services have now stabilised, they have been growing up to now, but now they have 
been standardised and stabilised so the level of service should remain the same for 
the foreseeable future, unless demand changes.  It has been an adjusting situation 
and an expanding situation up to now. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Are there other elements in the facilities management, any of the other done in-
house, or are they all contracted out?  Is this the only bid? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Any other elements? 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Yes, there is a total of £2 million of which £809,000 is now going to the Electricity 
Authority and the facilities management, which is where the Minister has pointed me 
to on page 126. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Yes, the others that are shown here – maintenance agreement £1,350; equipment 
spares £300; security £295; fire prevention £50 and planted areas £5. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
My question is, are these things paid to sort of other Government entities or are 
these things that have gone out to the private sector? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I would need notice of that question.  Planted areas is definitely a contract, fire 
prevention is pretty much certain to be the Fire Brigade, security is a contracted local 
service, equipment spares I do not know without notice, I would need to check. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 995 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT (DONATIONS) 
 

Can Government identify the source of the £50,000 donation received by the 
Gibraltar Health Authority in 2005/2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 950 and 996 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 996 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT (DONATIONS) 
 

Can Government provide the dates on which the donations of £820,000 were 
received by the Gibraltar Health Authority in 2005/2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The Gibraltar Health Authority did not receive a donation of £820,000 in the year 
2005/2006.  It is presumed that Question Nos. 950, 995 and 996 of 2006 are based 
on the footnote to Appendix G (Page 127) of the Estimates of Revenue and 
Expenditure for the year 2006/2007.  This footnote gives an erroneous impression of 
the facts, but should I add a justifiable one.  The explanation is as follows.  The GHA 
did indeed receive a single donation of £770,000 on the 27th January 2006 from a 
single source and a total of £9,989.52 from several sources.  A breakdown of these 
donations showing the amount donated and the date of the donation is shown in the 
schedule which I will shortly hand over to the hon Member.  It would, however, be 
inappropriate to disclose the source of each individual donation, other than the big 
one which has already been disclosed, without having previously obtained the 
donor’s consent. 
 
The figure of £50,000 (the difference between the Bonita Trust donation of £770,000 
and the total of £820,000 identified in the footnote in page 127) is the balance 
brought forward in the GHA donations fund accumulated over many years, of 
receipts and purchases.  This is explained in more detail in the schedule which I now 
hand over to the hon Member. 
 
As a means of explanation in anticipation of a question and for further clarification, 
there should be a separation on this schedule or a bigger separation, should I say, 
where the dotted line is.  It is two separate parts of the answer.  The figures above 
the dotted line amounting to a total of £9,989.52, what is shown there as the dates 
and the receipt numbers and the amounts of the individual small donations received 
by GHA during that financial year.  The small account at the bottom of the page 
below the broken line, seeks to explain how the figure of £50,000 has been 
summarised in the footnote to page 127.  I will try and explain that further by saying, 
Opposition Members will understand that a donations account is an on-going ledger 
page and one opens the financial year with a balance of unspent money made up of 
amounts or part amounts from previous years, during the year one receives more 
donations and one draws on the fund, which fund by the way is controlled in the 
Treasury not by GHA, just as a side issue, one receives more donations which go to 
the Treasury and one draws on the fund to make payments for purchases of items 
which have either been specifically donated or the donation may be of a generalised 
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nature, then at the end of the year there is a balance remaining, which in this case 
was £51,181.37, which has been rounded off in the footnote to £50,000.  I hope that 
explains it the way I understand it but I am quite happy to try and explain further. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 950, 995 AND 996 OF 2006 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, it does not explain it because in fact if it was rounded off then it does not make 
sense that it should be rounded off and the footnote says that it has been spent in 
2005/2006.  What the Minister is telling is that it was not spent in 2005/2006 and that, 
therefore, if it was rounded off it should have been shown as being rounded off for 
the purpose of being available in 2006/2007.  So his explanation does not explain the 
figure. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I understand what the hon Member is saying.  I would ask the hon Member to note 
that neither I nor GHA are responsible for this footnote.  That footnote is a Treasury 
footnote and this is the explanation that has been given to us by the Treasury for the 
basis of that footnote.  All I can give the hon Member is the summary of the figures 
for donations in that current period.  As I say, we started the year with £73,000, we 
had additional funds donated of about £10,000, giving a total of £83,002 for that year, 
during the year we drew on the funds to a total of £31,800 and the balance at the end 
was £51,000. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It is all very well for the Minister to say this is put there by the Treasury, so is the 
whole of Appendix G presumably.  This information was provided when the 
Estimates were debated for the purpose of enlightening the House not confusing it.  
Is he saying then that the £770,000 came in that year and was spent that year and 
did not go in and out of this account that he has provided us with today? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
The amount of £770,000 is the subject of another question, Question No. 951, where 
I will be providing the hon Member with a detailed schedule.  In fact, in the last 
meeting I provided hon Members with a schedule of the items that had been 
purchased, the question now asked me to provide a breakdown of the costs and I will 
be giving the hon Members a breakdown of the £770,000.  I would respectfully 
suggest that it may be easier to deal with the £770,000 on its own and with the next 
question of whether it is £50,000 or not £50,000, separately.  I am not really able to 
offer much more explanation than I have done, I have tried to give as much 
information as I can, I would just take up the hon Member on something he said just 
now when he said that the whole of Appendix G was drawn up by the Treasury.  Yes, 
but drawn up by the Treasury based on the information provided to them by the GHA.  
In terms of this particular footnote, I would remind the hon Member of how I said the 
fund worked.  The GHA does not hold the money, the money is held by the Treasury 
in a deposit account, the GHA receives a sum of £155.33 from people who have 
been collecting money and it is given to GHA not for any specific purpose.  The GHA 
accounts for it in its books by receiving it and then sends it on to the Treasury to hold 
it safe.  So it is an in and out debit/credit entry in the GHA books.  Similarly, with an 
amount like the £770,000 which was for a specific list of items, receives it and passes 
it on to the Treasury.  Now, the GHA can only account for what it does with the 
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money it receives and how it then draws on the fund and spends it.  This footnote, I 
agree, was supposed to be there for further clarification, I say again, it was not 
written by me or by GHA and I agree that it is confusing because we had, as will be 
appreciated from my answer, a little bit of trouble identifying what was the source of 
the question and that is the answer that we have been able to put together in 
conjunction with the Treasury.  However, as I say, if there is further information I can 
provide I will try and provide it.  If there is not, maybe the hon Member could follow it 
up by letter and we will attempt to identify his concerns, if there are any concerns or 
any desire for further information. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
He has not answered the question actually.  My question was, if the explanation we 
have been given in the note that he has passed across to us, which says, balance 
brought forward £73,000, funds donated during 2005/2006 £9,900 then how come 
the £770,000 is not shown as going in and coming out there, that was my question. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I say again I did not write the note. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
This is not about the footnote, I am talking about the note that he has provided today 
in the House.  That, surely, he must be responsible for.  He has given it to us ten 
minutes ago. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Yes, sorry, now I understand what he is saying.  I have kept the £770,000 separately, 
as I suggested a few minutes ago, because it is the subject of a separate question 
and it is easier to deal with separately.  The £770,000 was received and spent almost 
in its entirety, there is a balance of £1,000, almost in its entirety and accounted for 
separately.  I was trying to reach this figure of £50,000 which appears from the 
footnote to mean that £50,000 was received, whereas in fact, my understanding of 
what the footnote is saying is that GHA received £820,000 of which £770,000 is one 
donation, and the balance which it does not spell out in the footnote, but the balance 
is implied as being one donation or a series of donations, whereas in fact, it is not a 
series of donations it is the amount that was available at the end of the year.  It has 
been taken as the amount that was available at the end of the year, has been taken 
by whoever pencilled this, has been taken as the amount that was received, £51,000 
rounded off to £50,000.  That is my understanding of the footnote.  Obviously an 
erroneous impression is given and, obviously, the person who wrote it must have had 
an erroneous impression themselves when they wrote it.  I do not know who wrote it 
or where it came from, we have just been struggling to identify and to be able to give 
as full and detailed an answer as possible. 
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HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Can I ask, in the Appendix the amount is not shown as being credited as revenue of 
the Authority but then the Appendix of course are not really accounts at all, they are 
just there for the sake of providing additional information.  Would that information 
have to be reflected in the audited accounts such as the one tabled by the Minister 
today? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Taking the last question first, I assume so because that is money that has been 
received and spent so it would need to be audited and therefore would need to be 
shown in the accounts.  In respect of it not being shown in the Estimates, if my 
memory does not fail me, his colleague the Hon Mr Randall, identified this in a 
previous question in a previous meeting.  I think the question, if I remember rightly, 
was on the basis of ‘why is the donation from the Bonita Trust not shown in the 
Estimates?’ and I distinctly remember either the Chief Minister or the Financial 
Secretary saying, ‘no it is not but it should have been’, words to that effect.  Again, I 
cannot say why it was or why it was not but I think it has been acknowledged that it 
should have been.  Obviously it will show in the accounts, that is without doubt.  Let 
me also say, for what it is worth, that the amount donated by the Bonita Trust which 
the items on the list that I will shortly give him in answer to another question, the 
items on that list were specifically agreed with the donors and their medical technical 
people.  The money that has been spent, almost all of it, has some time recently 
been shown to the representative of the donors in its existing donated form, the items 
of equipment, as has a whole package of receipts and technical data and so on been 
provided to the donor.  Obviously it is a donation out of the ordinary, so in the 
interests of clarity we have shown that we have bought a table and the table is 
indeed there and that it is not a picnic table worth £5 and it is a solid wooden table 
worth £2,000.  As far as I am aware, the meeting that was held was to the 
satisfaction of the donors. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Given that the Minister has tabled the Authority’s accounts for the year ending March 
2004, and there appears to be no item resembling this, can he tell us that the 
balance brought forward in 2004/2005 was all accumulated in 2004/2005 and there 
was nothing from the year 2003/2004?  If there was something from the year 
2003/2004 I have not been able to find it in the accounts as tabled today. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
The short answer to this question is, no Sir.  No in various ways.  No, I cannot say 
that the balance is only for the previous year.  From the explanation that I was given 
the answer is almost certainly that it every year brings a residue from previous years, 
because it is an account that is standing over.  I asked whether it was not possible, to 
try and accommodate Opposition Members, to break down what had been spent and 
we were able to break down the £9,989 because all were items that were specifically 
spent in that particular period.  What the amounts left over from previous years are 
and which donations they come from, that is a major bookkeeping accounting 
exercise.  Now, in respect of whether it should appear in the accounts or not appear 
in the accounts, there I profess the first amendment, or the third amendment, or 
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whichever one it is.  I do not know is the answer to that question.  I do not prepare 
the accounts……… 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I accept entirely that the Minister does not prepare the accounts but he is the one 
that provides them to the House, nobody else, so we cannot ask whoever prepares 
them because whoever prepares them is not here to be asked.  Presumably, these 
accounts are being done because it is in the Ordinance.  That is to say, in 
accordance with section 15(2) of the Gibraltar Medical and Health Authority 
Ordinance 1987.  So, consequently, if that Ordinance says that the audited accounts 
must show all the receipts, and we have been told today that there is an account into 
which donations are put and from which money is drawn to buy specific pieces of 
equipment, it seems to me that independent of the fact that where the money is not 
spent it may be sitting in the Treasury, well, that is true presumably of all the money.  
That is to say, if the money from the collection of social insurance stamps were to 
come in on 1st January, it would not be sitting in the basement of the hospital, one 
would hope, it would be sitting in the vaults of the Treasury, which is where the 
money of everything that is public funds is kept.  But it would be reflected as receipts 
in a financial year and then at the end of the financial year either the expenditure 
would have exhausted the receipts or there would have been a plus or a minus.  
Now, that account that we have been told about today presumably can never be in 
minus because it is a question of spending depending on what there is, but there 
does not seem to be in the audited accounts produced by the Principal Auditor, a 
reference to this element of it.  Perhaps the Minister can look into it and find out 
whether it is something that has sort of been overlooked and is going to be provided 
in the future, or whether, indeed, the accounts that have been tabled today may 
actually need amending to give a full picture. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I will certainly look into it for my own education as much as anything else, because as 
I said, this whole situation has been identified because of the question.  I think it 
would also be helpful if the hon Member has a specific question that he wants, rather 
than wait for the next meeting, if he were to write to me and express what he has 
said now and ask for clarification of (a), (b), (c) and (d), then in conjunction with the 
Treasury we shall provide that explanation.  It seems to me that like all accounts, that 
has to be treated in some way and is bound to be part of the accounts whether it is 
readily identifiable or not readily identifiable is a different thing.  We will have a similar 
example in another question, probably, on the electro-technical or electro-mechanical 
services being provided by the Electricity Authority to the GHA, where he is asking 
specifically for clarification under which Head it appears and which I will be providing 
to him.  But if one looks at the Estimates it is obvious why he has asked the question, 
it is not clear which Head it has been allocated to.  I think this is obviously a similar 
situation, so I will certainly start the ball rolling from my end and I will then deal with 
his specific query when he writes to me. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 997 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – HOSPITAL RENT 
 

Can Government explain what is the reason for the £60,000 increase in the hospital 
rent payable by the Gibraltar Health Authority to the Royal Bank of Scotland in the 
current financial year? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
 
 

The increase is in keeping with the rental agreement of a 1 per cent uplift per annum. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 997 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
This is 1 per cent of what? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Of the rent. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
No, the rent goes up by 1 per cent but is it that it is 1 per cent of the existing rent or 1 
per cent of the value of the investment? 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
The rent itself goes up by 1 per cent.  To 1 per cent of the rent of the previous year. 
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Can I ask the Minister for Health before he departs?  Having looked at the estimates, 
is he sure of the accuracy that he has just provided me in the final answer, because I 
said is it 1 per cent of the preceding year’s rent, which is what he confirmed, and the 
preceding year’s rent was £4,290,000 (on page 126, the same page he pointed out to 
me before), of course, 1 per cent of that does not produce £60,000. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
I am confident that it is in line with a 1 per cent increase.  Quite frankly, that it is a 1 
per cent increase per annum.  The information I was given verbally was that it was on 
the rent and the hon Member is saying that on page 126, if he bears with me whilst I 
find it, where is the rent identified?  Yes, I see.  I have not worked out the percentage 
figure myself but I do have the schedule of payments of what has happened up to 
now, I assume the figure is accurate.  If it is not 1 per cent there I would have to 
check. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
One per cent of £4,290,000 is £42,900 not £60,000. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
That rings a bell.  The bell is that the annual total, according to the figures that I was 
given, is £4,332,736 and is the actual annual total which has been rounded up, 
obviously, in the estimates to £4,350,000.  If one takes the difference of £4,350,000 
as it is there, then the actual difference is £61,164 which is the figure identified by the 
hon Member in his question.  Whereas the actual difference between the actual rent 
last year and the actual rent this year will be £42,900, amounting to £4,332,736.  
Have I confused the hon Member totally? 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
No, it is perfectly clear.  The figure they put in the book is wrong, that is what the 
Minister is saying. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
What he could say and I could not possibly comment.  What I am confident of is that 
the accuracy of the actual rental for the coming year will be £4,332,736. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 998 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – PROMOTION OF ENGLISH IN THE CAMPO AREA 
 

Can the Minister of Education state how he intends to promote English in the Campo 
area following the recent statement on the subject? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

This matter has been placed on the agenda of the Joint Commission of Co-operation 
(the “Comision Mixta”) between the Government of Gibraltar and the Mancomunidad 
de Municipios, which will establish the appropriate mechanisms to develop the 
learning of the English language and bilingualism in general at an academic level in 
the Campo Area.  Indeed, we already have very close contacts, for some time now, 
between educators in Gibraltar and in the Campo area, and offering opportunities for 
the development of English and bilingualism in the neighbouring region has already 
been and will continue to be discussed and planned at a technical and practical level 
between them. 
 
In fact, since 1996, TEFL Courses have been on-going as part of the Adult Education 
programme in the College and these are often taken up by Spanish students from 
across the border. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 998 OF 2006 
 
 

HON S E LINARES: 
 
Can the Minister confirm whether these TEFL Courses are still available? 
 
 
HON DR B A LINARES: 
 
I think so, otherwise my officers would not have put it on my answer sheet.  I am 
pretty sure that there are TEFL Courses in the College of Further Education. 
 
 
HON S E LINARES: 
 
Can the Minister then explain why the Social Services Agency, who employ Spanish 
people, have been given this TEFL Course that is being conducted by a New 
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Zealander for the Government Social Services Agency, because TEFL, for anybody 
who does not know, is Teaching English as a Foreign Language, why then contract 
somebody from abroad if we have qualified people here to teach TEFL?  So the 
Minister says, because it is still on-going at the College. 
 
 
HON DR B A LINARES: 
 
I cannot answer for my colleague, the Minister for Social Services, but I would have 
thought, and I am speculating, that obviously they have made separate 
arrangements.  Remember, these courses are the Adult Education Programme in the 
College, at a certain time, with a certain roster, certain timetable, they may have 
thought it better and more practical to give these courses to their own people in the 
Social Services Department in a different context altogether.  As I say, I am 
speculating.  One thing does not take it away from another. 
 
 
HON S E LINARES: 
 
In a way it does because the argument was that the Social Services Agency had to 
contract somebody from abroad because we did not have people qualified here to 
teach the TEFL Course.  That is the issue that I am harping on, because if we do 
have qualified people, I am sure we did, of course we do and I know that we do, but 
the argument then was that we did not have people qualified to teach TEFL Courses.  
For me I was so surprised to hear this because, as the Minister and myself know, 
and probably everybody in Gibraltar knows, we have got very qualified, very good 
teachers in English, and Spanish, who can teach all these subjects.  Again, the 
question is can the Minister ask the Minister for Social Services why she has decided 
to contract somebody from abroad to teach TEFL Courses to Spanish employees in 
the Social Services Agency and the Elderly Care Agency, who are employed from 
across the border? 
 
 
HON DR B A LINARES: 
 
As I said, I cannot answer for my colleague but I am sure they have good reasons, 
probably practical reasons as I say.  The fact that there are many local teachers who 
are qualified in teaching English as a foreign language, TEFL, does not mean they 
are always available, perhaps not available in the particular circumstances that these 
lessons and courses had to be given to the actively employed social workers from 
Spain.  As I say, I do not really know the situation but I am sure there are good, 
practical and sensible reasons for it. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 999 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – NON-UK UNIVERSITIES 
 

Can Government state how many students have chosen non UK universities in order 
to pursue their first degree course or equivalent with a breakdown by academic year 
2002/2003, 2003/2004, 2004/2005, and 2005/2006 to date and showing the country, 
course and the university chosen? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

We currently have one student studying Medicine at the National University of Ireland 
in Dublin.  This is for the session 2006/2007.  We have had no students studying at 
non-UK Universities for the other academic years specified in the question.  We do 
have, I had occasion to explain before, however, currently pupils studying at UK 
Universities who are on placement or secondment at other non-UK Universities as 
one of the requirements of their courses in the UK University.   
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1000 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – NUMBER OF PUPILS SUSPENDED 
 

Can Government state how many children have been suspended from school in the 
years 2004/2005 and 2005/2006 to date giving a breakdown by school and term? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is set out in the schedule 
which I now hand to him. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1000 OF 2006 
 
 

HON S E LINARES: 
 
Could the Minister state what, for example in Bayside where it seems very high, the 
figure autumn term 20 represents?  I presume that it is 20 times rather than 20 
different individuals. Is that correct?  So, for example, there are 20 suspensions but it 
could well be that one student was suspended twice during that autumn term, is that 
the case? 
 
 
HON DR B A LINARES: 
 
No, it is 20 children. 
 
 
HON S E LINARES: 
 
Thank you. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1001 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – ALTERNATIVE LEARNING CENTRE 
 

Can Government state what is the estimated expenditure allocated for the Pupil 
Referral Unit which has been set up in Bayside school? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

The Government have made a capital investment of £125,458 in the setting up of the 
Alternative Learning Centre at Bayside School. 
 
The amount has been spent in the following way: 
 

• Total refurbishment of the building, which originally housed the showers. 
• The building now consists of: 

 
(i) a computer room, which houses four computer stations; 
(ii) a kitchen, which has two cookers, a washing machine and other 

utilities, which are used for Food Technology and Life Skills; 
(iii) a counselling room, which is also the office of the Manager of the 

Centre; 
(iv) two small general classrooms with tables and chairs, and 
(v) a shower and a toilet. 

 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1001 OF 2006 
 
 

HON S E LINARES: 
 
Is the Alternative Learning Centre, and it states that there is a Manager and I 
presume there are more staff under the Manager, are they all qualified teachers or 
what sort of qualifications are necessary for this Manager to have? 
 
 
HON DR B A LINARES: 
 
Yes, the Manager is of course a qualified teacher, with wide experience precisely in 
special needs and behaviour modification techniques.  He is a full time teacher in the 
ALC and there is also a Classroom Aide, also with experience of special needs, also 
full-time.  Then, of course, there is dipping in on occasions for particular subjects, 
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teaching, tuition, other teachers who are timetabled on specific occasions and also 
when required.  They may not always be required by the number of pupils in the 
Centre. 
 
 
HON S E LINARES: 
 
What is the procedure then for pupils to actually attend this Alternative Learning 
Centre?  For example, the previous question was to do with suspended pupils, 
therefore, is it that for example, a pupil who is suspended has already gone through 
this Alternative Learning Centre, or is it the other way?  They are suspended and 
then, subsequently on returning back to school, they are placed in this Alternative 
Learning Centre.  Or is there another criteria? 
 
 
HON DR B A LINARES: 
 
Well, I will remind the hon Member that the Alternative Learning Centre has just been 
started this September so it is gradually being structured.  But certainly, as regards 
his specific question, no, we are hoping actually that the number of suspensions may 
now drop because there is this alternative, other than just a pure sanction of a 
suspension, there is this counselling process and a pretty structured protocol for 
behaviour modification in this Centre. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1002 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – ALTERNATIVE LEARNING CENTRE 
 

Can Government state how many students are currently in the Pupil Referral Unit 
which has been set up in Bayside School? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

The Alternative Learning Centre at Bayside School has been designed to cater for 
approximately ten students at any one particular time.  There are currently four pupils 
but this could change at any time, given that students attend for specific reasons and 
for specific periods of time.  So it could go up or it could go down throughout the 
school year. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1003 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – DISTANCE LEARNING GRANTS 
 

Can Government state how many people were awarded distance learning grants in 
2005/2006 and this academic year giving a breakdown by gender? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1004 to 1006 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1004 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – DISTANCE LEARNING GRANTS 
 

Can Government state how many people applied for distance learning grants in 
2005/2006 and this academic year giving a breakdown by gender? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1003, 1005 and 1006 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1005 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – DISCRETIONARY GRANTS 
 

Can Government state how many students applied for discretionary grants this 
academic year giving a breakdown by gender? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1003, 1004 and 1006 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1006 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – DISCRETIONARY GRANTS 
 

Can Government state how many students have been awarded discretionary grants 
this academic year giving a breakdown by gender? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is set out in the schedule 
which I now hand to him. 
 
May I take this opportunity to congratulate the Opposition Member, for having himself 
obtained a Distance Learning grant, and having pursued with great effort, I am sure, 
also because of the nature of his having to work and at the same time study, not like 
other students, to pursue his studies.  I understand that they will soon come to 
fruition, so I do want to wish him all the best. 
 
 
HON S E LINARES: 
 
Thank you.  I am hoping that by December I will have finished the course, thank you 
very much. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1007 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – MANDATORY GRANTS 
 

Can Government state how many students have been awarded mandatory grants 
this academic year giving a breakdown by gender? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

A total of 164 mandatory grants have been given.  Of these, 72 correspond to male 
students and 92 to female students. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO, 1008 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – A-LEVEL EXAMS 
 

Can Government state how many pupils sat A Level this academic year giving a 
breakdown by gender and school? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1009 and 1010 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1009 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – AS LEVEL EXAMS 
 

Can Government state how many pupils sat AS Level this academic year giving a 
breakdown by gender and school? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1008 and 1010 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1010 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

EDUCATION – GCSE EXAMS 
 

Can Government state how many pupils sat GCSE’s this academic year giving a 
breakdown by gender and school? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is set out in the schedule 
which I now hand to him. 
 
Once again, may I take the opportunity, and I am sure the House will join me, in 
congratulating all our students at all levels of public examinations this year, for 
obtaining such excellent results. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1008 TO 1010 OF 2006 
 
 

HON S E LINARES: 
 
Yes, I join with the Minister to congratulate all the students that sat and have been 
successful, which is a high rate, of those who sat.  That is why I am asking the 
question so I am really pleased about that, thank you. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1011 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

EDUCATION – MOD SCHOOL FEES 
 

Can Government explain why it estimates that the receipts from MOD School fees 
will go up from £95,000 to £280,000 in the current financial year? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, CIVIC AND CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

The explanation is the fact that there has been a 42 per cent increase in the school 
fees charged to non-entitled children between 2004/2005 and 2005/2006 as 
recommended by the Principal Auditor in his annual report. The £95,000 refers to two 
terms at the old rate whilst the £280,000 refers to five terms at the new rate.  This is 
due to the time lapse that exists between us billing the MOD and the actual payment 
by the MOD.  I believe they have to get approval from MOD Education Headquarters 
in Germany and that takes a bit of time, but anyway they do pay up.  I can also say 
that it is not due to any significant increase in the number of pupils, that has 
remained pretty stable.  It varies a bit because of the postings of the parents but at 
the moment we have 44 MOD pupils in our secondary schools, it has always been 
around 40 to 50.  So it is not due to any significant increase in the number of pupils 
but those two factors.  One, that there was a 42 per cent increase in the basic rate, 
as recommended by the Principal Auditor and, also, the accumulation of payments 
from last year to this year. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1011 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Is it that the Principal Auditor actually recommended 42 per cent, or that he 
recommended that the rate should be reconsidered or re-valued or whatever? 
 
 
HON DR B A LINARES: 
 
I am not too sure he actually quoted a specific percentage but he did carry out a sort 
of actuarial costing of the different elements in the costs involved in any particular 
student in a secondary school, resources, staffing and that sort of thing.  That was 
put together, I think, by the officers in the Department and it amounted to 41.9 per 
cent to be exact. 
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HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I take it that this, in fact, is the rate that is applied to all non-entitled not just to MOD, 
is that correct? 
 
 
HON DR B A LINARES: 
 
That is right, I remember asking something along those lines before, that it is across 
the board to non-entitled private individuals and also to the MOD. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1012 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

GOVERNMENT HOSTEL 
 

Can Government state whether, following the answer given to Question No. 535 of 
2006, they are now in a position to confirm that there will be 200 beds in the new 
Government Hostel? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I can confirm that the new Government Hostel will have 242 beds. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1013 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE – DISABILITY ALLOWANCE 
 

Can Government state how many persons were in receipt of a Disability Allowance 
under the social assistance arrangements for June, July, August and September 
2006, giving a breakdown of their age and sex? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1014 and 1015 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1014 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

Can Government state what was the number of persons receiving social assistance 
in June, July, August and September 2006 giving a breakdown by age and sex? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1013 and 1015 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1015 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

Can Government state how many persons receiving social assistance in June, July, 
August and September 2006 have been employed since and how many are still 
receiving social assistance, giving a breakdown of age and sex? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I now hand the hon Member lists giving the information requested. 



 276

ANSWER TO QUESTION NO. 1015/2006 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1013 of 2006 
 
PERSONS RECEIVING DISABILITY ALLOWANCE UNDER THE SOCIAL 
ASSISTANCE ARRANGEMENTS FOR JUNE, JULY, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 
2006, GIVING A BREAKDOWN OF THEIR AGE AND SEX? 
 
 
 
Months 0-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 Total Male Female

Jun-06 24 25 25 14 17 11 2 118 81 37 
Jul-06 24 24 26 14 18 11 2 119 82 37 
Aug-06 24 24 26 14 18 11 2 119 82 37 
Sep-06 24 24 26 14 18 11 2 119 82 37 
 
 
 
 
 

Cont’d……… 



Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO. 1015/2006 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1014 of 2006 
 
 
PERSONS RECEIVING SOCIAL ASSISTANCE IN JUNE, JULY, AUGUST AND 
SEPTEMBER 2006 GIVING A BREAKDOWN BY AGE AND SEX 
 
 
 

2006 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 18/25 26/35 36/45 46/60 
JUNE 160 285 445 56 151 113 125 
JULY 157 285 442 54 147 116 125 
AUGUST 161 286 447 53 149 115 130 
SEPTEMBER 162 293 455 60 149 118 128 
 
 
 
 

Cont’d……… 
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO. 1015/2006 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1015 of 2006 
 
 
PERSONS IN RECEIPT OF SOCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE MONTHS OF JUNE, 
JULY, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2006 
 
 
 
MONTH MALES FEMALES TOTAL 18/25 26/35 36/45 46/60 

Jun-06 160 285 445 56 151 113 125 
Jul-06 157 285 442 54 147 116 125 
Aug-06 161 286 447 53 149 115 130 
Sep-06 162 293 455 60 149 118 128 
 
 
 
PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE, JULY, AUGUST AND 
SEPTEMBER 2006 
 
 
MONTH MALES FEMALES TOTAL 18/25 26/35 36/45 46/60 

Jun-06 5 2 7 3 1 2 1 
Jul-06 4 0 4 1 3 0 0 
Aug-06 7 1 8 1 1 3 3 
Sep-06 3 2 5 1 3 0 1 
 
 

AS AT MALES FEMALES TOTAL 18/25 26/35 36/45 46/60 
20-Oct-06 165 290 455 60 145 119 131 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1016 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT INJURIES INSURANCE FUND 
 

Can Government state what were the Opening Balances, the total value of the 
Receipts and Payments and the Closing Balances of the Employment Injuries 
Insurance Fund for the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1017 to 1019 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1017 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – SHORT-TERM BENEFITS FUND 
 

Can Government state what were the Opening Balances, the total value of the 
Receipts and Payments and the Closing Balances of the Social Insurance (Short-
Term Benefits) Fund for the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1016, 1018 and 1019 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1018 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND 
 

Can Government state what were the Opening Balances, the total value of the 
Receipts and Payments and the Closing Balances of the Closed Long-Term Benefits 
Fund for the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1016, 1017 and 1019 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1019 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – OPEN LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND 
 

Can Government state what were the Opening Balances, the total value of the 
Receipts and Payments and the Closing Balances of the Social Insurance Open 
Long-Term Benefits Fund for the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I now hand the hon Member lists giving the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1020 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – SHORT-TERM BENEFITS FUND 
 

Can Government state what was the income, expenditure and balance of the Short-
Term Benefits Fund  in respect of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1021 to 1023 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1021 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND 
 

Can Government state what was the income, expenditure and balance of the Closed 
Long-Term Benefits Fund for June, July, August and September 2006, showing the 
amount from UK and local funds and the expenditure to former Spanish workers and 
to pensioners from local funds? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1020,1022 and 1023 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1022 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – OPEN LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND 
 

Can Government state what was the income, expenditure and balance of the Open 
Long-Term Benefits Fund in respect of the months of June, July, August and 
September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1020, 1021 and 1023 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1023 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – OPEN/CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND 
 

Can Government state what transfers have been made from the Open Long-Term 
Benefits Fund to the Closed Long-Term Benefits Fund giving the amounts for June, 
July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

In answer to Question Nos. 1020 to 1022, I now hand the hon Member lists giving the 
information requested. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1023 of 2006 
 
The transfers made from the Open Long-Term Benefits Fund to the Closed Long-
Term Benefits Fund for June, July, August and September 2006 are as follows: 
 

June 2006 £900,000
July 2006 £850,000
August 2006 £950,000
September 2006 £900,000
 £3,600,000
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 294

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1024 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND 
 

Can Government state what was the number of pensioners being paid or with 
entitlement to payment in June, July, August and September 2006 from the Closed 
Long-Term Benefits Fund, giving a breakdown of pre-1969 Spanish pensioners and 
locally funded pensioners, showing the number of Gibraltarians/UK Nationals, 
Moroccans and Other Nationals for each of the months in question? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1025 and 1026 of 2006. 



 295

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1025 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – OPEN/CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND 
 

Can Government state, of the pensioners being paid or with entitlement to payment 
from the Open Long-Term Benefits Fund, how many were also being paid or with 
entitlement to payment from the Closed Long-Term Benefits Fund giving the 
numbers for each month since June 2006 and a breakdown by nationality as follows: 
 

(a) UK/Gibraltar pensioners; 
(b) Spanish pensioners; 
(c) Moroccan pensioners; and 
(d) Other Nationalities? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1024 and 1026 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1026 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – OPEN LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND 
 

Can Government state what was the number of pensioners being paid or with 
entitlement to payment for each month since June 2006, from the Open Long-Term 
Benefits Fund,  giving a breakdown of: 
 

(a) UK/Gibraltar pensioners; 
(b) Spanish pensioners; 
(c) Moroccan pensioners; and 
(d) Other Nationalities? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I now hand the hon Member lists giving the information requested. 
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 300

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1027 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES – MEDICAL APPEALS TRIBUNAL 
 

Can Government state the number of cases that were pending reference to the 
Medical Appeals Tribunal for determination of medical questions as at end August 
2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1028 and 1029 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1028 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES – MEDICAL APPEALS TRIBUNAL 
 

Can Government state the date on which the last meeting of the Medical Appeals 
Tribunal was held? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1027 and 1029 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1029 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES – MEDICAL APPEALS TRIBUNAL 
 

Can Government state the date that the next meeting of the Medical Appeals 
Tribunal has been scheduled to take place? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1027 of 2006 
 
There were 13 cases pending as at the end of August 2006. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1028 of 2006 
 
The last meeting of the Medical Appeals Tribunal was held on 25th September 2006. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1029 of 2006 
 
A specific date has not yet been set for the next one.  May I add, that following on 
from Question No. 1027 of 2006, I can confirm that further to the meeting of 25th 
September 2006 there are now only eight pending cases. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1027 TO 1029 OF 2006 
 

 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
May I ask the Minister what determines the frequency of the meetings?  Is it the 
number of cases pending, or is it every three months or any other criteria? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
I think that, historically, the Tribunal has met and continues to meet on average four 
times a year. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1030 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

HM PRISON 
 

Can Government state the number of receptions into and releases from HM Prison in 
the period April to September 2006 and the population in custody as at 30 
September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

There were 101 receptions and 94 releases from HM Prison in the period April to 
September 2006. 
 
The population in custody as at 30th September 2006 was 35. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1031 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 

(On behalf of the Hon Miss M I Montegriffo) 
 
 

MOUNT ALVERNIA – ELDERLY CITIZENS FROM ST BERNARD’S HOSPITAL 
 

Can Government state how many elderly citizens are awaiting a place at Mount 
Alvernia, and how many of these are occupying a bed at St Bernard’s Hospital as at 
the end of September 2006, giving a breakdown of sex and age? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

As at the end of September 2006 there were 122 elderly citizens in the waiting list for 
Mount Alvernia, 36 are occupying a bed at St Bernard’s Hospital, and I hand over to 
the hon Member a written schedule giving a breakdown by age and sex. 
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 306

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1032 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

SWIMMING POOL – SENIOR CITIZENS 
 

Can the Minister state how many persons have been authorised to use the swimming 
pool for the elderly who are not categorised as elderly, but who have been certified 
by a GHA Medical Practitioner to be suffering from a physical condition? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1033 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1033 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

SWIMMING POOL – SENIOR CITIZENS 
 

Can the Minister state whether persons suffering from certain physical conditions, 
can use the pool which has been constructed for the elderly, even though they do not 
qualify as elderly persons? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1032 of 2006 
 
A total of 89 disabled persons who are not categorised as elderly have been 
authorised to use the swimming pool. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1033 of 2006 
 
I can confirm that persons with certain physical disabilities can also use the pool 
even though they do not qualify as elderly persons.  In fact, the pool was built 
specifically for the elderly and disabled persons in mind. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1034 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE SENTENCE 
 

Can Government state how many out of the 21 juveniles who were given community 
service as a sentence as stated in answer to Question No. 576 of 2005 completed 
this and how many are still serving their sentence? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1035 to 1038 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1035 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE SENTENCE 
 

Can Government state how many juveniles who were convicted were given 
community service as a sentence from October 2005 to date giving a breakdown by 
month? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1034 and 1036 to 1038 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1036 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE SENTENCE 
 

Can Government state how many who were convicted completed their community 
services sentence from October 2005 to date giving a breakdown by month? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1034, 1035, 1037 and 1038 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1037 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE SENTENCE 
 

Can Government state how many persons who were convicted were given 
community service as a sentence from October 2005 to date giving a breakdown by 
month? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1034 to 1036 and 1038 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1038 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE SENTENCE 
 

Can Government state how many persons who were convicted completed their 
community services sentence from October 2005 to date giving a breakdown by 
month? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1034 of 2006 
 
None are serving sentence at this time.  All 21 juveniles pre-November 2005 who 
were given community service have completed. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1035 of 2006 
 
A total of eight convicted juveniles were given community service orders from 
October 2005 as follows: 
  

December 2005 3 
January 1 
February 1 
May 1 
June 2 

 
 
Answer to Question No. 1036 of 2006 
 
A total of seven juveniles completed their community service sentence from October 
2005 to date as follows: 
 

February 1 
May 2 
June 1 
July 2 
October 1 

 
 
Answer to Question Nos. 1037 and 1038 of 2006 
 
I now hand the hon Member lists giving the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1039 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES – CHILD WELFARE REPORTS 
 

Can Government state how many pre-sentence and child welfare reports have been 
prepared in each month since the end of February 2006 to date by Social Services 
for hearings in both the Magistrates and Supreme Courts? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1040 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1040 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES – WELFARE REPORTS 
 

What is the period that the courts have had to wait for the preparation of welfare 
reports delivered each month since the end of February 2006 (giving a breakdown by 
month) from the date that the preparation of such a report had been ordered by a 
court and what was the number of such reports, giving a breakdown between 
Magistrates and Supreme Court matters? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I now hand the hon Member lists giving the information requested. 
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 318

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1041 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - EMPLOYEES 
 

Can Government state of the permanent employees at the Social Services Agency 
on the 30th September 2006 how many were on permanent and pensionable terms 
and how many were on contract terms, giving a breakdown by grade? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I hand the hon Member a list giving the information requested. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1041 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I note that there are only two individuals on contract non-pensionable terms, is it that 
after a period of time these two would move to be permanent, is this an initial 
situation for a period of time, before they move to permanent and pensionable status, 
being that they are only two out of the whole workforce? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
They might not necessarily be automatically moved to permanent status.  I think we 
are talking about two Social Workers (UK Nationals) who are on renewable yearly 
contracts. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1042 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - EMPLOYEES 
 

Can Government state how many persons have been appointed to the post of Chief 
Executive Officer at the Social Services Agency since its commencement in August 
2002? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1043 to 1047 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1043 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - EMPLOYEES 
 

Can Government state whether the selection process for Chief Executive Officer is 
carried out by the Public Service Commission or by the Social Services Agency? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1042 and 1044 to 1047 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1044 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - EMPLOYEES 
 

Can Government confirm whether all the Chief Executive Officers appointed by the 
Social Services Agency have been appointed as Civil Servants on permanent and 
pensionable terms? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1042, 1043 and 1045 to 1047 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1045 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY 
 

Can Government state who are the four persons currently appointed by the Minister 
as members of the Social Services Agency and the dates of their appointments? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1042 to 1044, 1046 and 1047 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1046 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY 
 

Can Government state what is the period for which the members of the Social 
Services Agency appointed by the Minister hold office? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1042 to 1045 and 1047 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1047 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY 
 

Can Government state which are the terms on which members of the Social Services 
Agency have been appointed by the Minister? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1042 of 2006 
 
Two persons have been appointed to the post of Chief Executive Officer since the 
commencement of the Social Services Agency. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1043 of 2006 
 
The selection of Chief Executive Officer is carried out by a Board appointed by the 
Social Services Agency. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1044 of 2006 
 
The two Chief Executive Officers appointed to date have been Civil Servants on 
permanent and pensionable terms.  However, the post of Chief Executive Officer is 
not a Civil Service post.  The two Chief Executive Officers appointed happened to be 
Civil Servants when they were chosen and they were seconded to the Agency. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1045 of 2006 
 
The five current members of the Social Services Agency appointed by the Minister 
are: 
 
 Mr Eric Rowbottom 
 Dr Lisa Penrice 
 Mrs Priscilla Sacramento 
 
The three of them appointed on the 8th August 2002, and 
 
 Mrs Angela Lukas – Appointed on 8th August 2004; 
 Mr Mario Gomila – Appointed on 22nd September 2005 
 



 329

Answer to Question No. 1046 of 2006 
 
Members, other than the Chief Executive Officer and the Minister, can hold office for 
such period as the Minister deems appropriate. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1047 of 2006 
 
The members of the Social Services Agency are appointed upon such terms as the 
Minister deems appropriate. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1042 TO 1047 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I am able to read what the Ordinance says, I am trying to establish what the Minister 
has thought appropriate, that is the question. 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
Well, in terms of the period in which the office is held, I think the decision was taken 
originally for it to be reviewed every two years.  Basically, what is done is that I ask 
the members whether they would like to stay on, obviously if I am happy that they do 
stay on, and it is gazetted accordingly.  The names are gazetted every two years. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So it means, effectively, that the three names the Minister has given me dating from 
2002 have now been renewed in 2004 and in 2006, is that correct? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
That is correct. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Those who came later, were they in replacement of the people there were before or 
is it that the numbers have grown? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
Mrs Angela Lukas replaced a previous member who decided to leave.  Mr Mario 
Gomila is a new addition. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Mr Mario Gomila, is he not an employee of the Agency? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
No, Mr Gomila is the Director of Social Security. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I see, and that is separate from the Agency is it? 
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HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
Yes 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So in his job, as it were, he has no actual involvement with the work of the Agency 
then? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
Well, apart from being the Controlling Officer he has no involvement. 
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
In answer to the previous question on the Chief Executive Officer, the Minister said 
that the Chief Executive Officer need not be a Civil Servant, although it happens that 
they have been until now.  Is there any basis as to deciding what jobs are done by 
Civil Servants and what jobs are done by Agency employees, or does it just happen 
to be on whether the individual that gets the job is already a Civil Servant or not? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
No, I am sure the hon Member is aware that there are historical Civil Service posts 
within Social Services.  All the extra posts that were created as a result of the 
formation of the Agency were Social Services Agency posts.  When we recruited for 
the Chief Executive post it was always intended for it not to be a Civil Service post.  It 
just happened to be that the best suited candidates happened to be Civil Servants, 
because they can obviously apply as well, and they were seconded. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So does that mean then, for example other than the Chief Executive, people like the 
team leaders and so on are seconded to the Agency and came from the Civil 
Service? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
That is correct. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
If a vacancy occurs in that branch of the Agency, does it have to be replaced by 
somebody from the Civil Service or is it open so that people can apply from both 
ends as it were? 
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HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
No, if it is an existing Civil Service post they have to be replaced by Civil Servants.  
That is an agreement we entered into with the Union when the Agency was set up. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1048 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - EMPLOYEES 
 

Can Government state of the persons employed by the Social Services Agency on 
pensionable terms how many were eligible for a Civil Service non-contributory 
pension and how many were eligible to join the Provident Fund Pension Scheme 
giving a breakdown by grade, nationality and date of employment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1049 to 1051 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1049 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - EMPLOYEES 
 

Can Government provide a breakdown by grade, gender, nationality and residence, 
that is whether in Gibraltar or Spain, of all the employees of the Social Services 
Agency as at 30th September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER  
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1048, 1050 and 1051 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1050 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - EMPLOYEES 
 

Can Government state how many persons were employed at the Social Services 
Agency on supply, casual, temporary or short-term contracts on the 30th September 
2006 giving a breakdown by grade and nationality? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1048, 1049 and 1051 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1051 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - EMPLOYEES 
 

Can Government list the number of persons that have left employment with the 
Social Services Agency since it started in August 2002, giving a breakdown by grade 
and showing the reason for termination of employment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1048 of 2006 
 
I hand the hon Member a list giving the information requested in this Question. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1049 of 2006 
 
I hand the hon Member a list giving the information requested in this Question. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1050 of 2006 
 
The Social Services Agency have 27 supply workers employed as at 30th September 
2006 as follows: 
 
 19 Gibraltarians 
   6 UK Nationals 
   5 Spanish Nationals 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1051 of 2006 
 
I hand the hon Member a list giving the information requested in this Question. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1048 TO 1051 OF 2006 
 
 

HON C A BRUZON: 
 
Of the five Spanish nationals, are these undertaking a course in the English 
language? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
I would need notice of that question. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1052 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Can Government state who are the legal representatives of the Social Services 
Agency? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1053 and 1054 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1053 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - EMPLOYEES 
 

Can Government state what codes regulating the terms of service, discipline and 
training of all persons employed by the Social Services Agency have been published 
and when? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1052 and 1054 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1054 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY 
 

Can Government give the dates on which the Social Services Agency has met since 
it was set up? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1052 of 2006 
 
The Agency has no specific legal representatives. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1053 of 2006 
 
The codes regulating the terms of employees are contained in the Employment 
Directives 2002 which were published on 10th November 2002. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1054 of 2006 
 
I hand the hon Member a list giving the information requested. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1052 TO 1054 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Can I ask the Minister, the Employment Directives of 2002 , which I understand given 
that Question No. 1053, covers all the things identified there which are in fact a direct 
quote from the provisions in the Ordinance.  Those Employment Directives cover all 
the things  the Ordinance requires the Agency to publish codes on, is that correct? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
As far as I am aware they do.  
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
That then means that this is a public document and not simply that it is provided to 
the employees, is that correct as well? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
I would not be able to say.  I know, as the hon Member has rightly pointed out, that it 
is a requirement for every employee to be in possession of the actual Directives.  
Whether it is a public document or not, if what the hon Member is asking is for a copy 
of it I have no difficulty in providing one for him. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I am grateful to the Minister.  I am asking because, in fact, the law requires her to 
publish it and she has told me it was published in 2002.  So published to me means 
more than simply giving an employee a copy of it and, therefore, it is a document that 
would be as accessible as say, the Abstract of Statistics, which is published. 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
I would tend to agree with the hon Member. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Was this something that was drawn up specifically  for the Agency by the Agency, or 
did they simply continue with what was already there under Milbury? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
If I recall correctly, I think they were drawn up specifically for the Agency. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1055 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

ELDERLY CARE AGENCY 
 

Can Government explain why the pension contribution for employees of the Elderly 
Care Agency is forecast at £130,000 for 2005/2006 instead of the original estimate of 
£245,000? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

The estimate for pension contributions was based on a percentage of salaries and 
wages of all ECA employees.  This figure is calculated for those employees already 
in the two existing pension schemes and on the assumption that all of them will 
consider joining.  Basically what happens is that when a calculation is made of all the 
salaries that need to be drawn for that year the relevant percentage, depending on 
what scheme we are talking about it, is either 8 per cent or 10 per cent is sort of 
asked for in the Estimates.  But on the assumption that all the employees will join, 
some of which have not yet joined either of the two pensions schemes, but it has to 
be the No. 2 if they are employed under the ECA.  Basically, the ECA Manager asks 
for the contribution for all the employees even though a percentage of them might not 
even wish to join.  I think it is a requirement that she has to do that. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1056 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT INJURIES INSURANCE FUND 
 

Can Government state what was the income, expenditure and balance of the 
Employment Injuries Insurance Fund in each of the months since the end of February  
2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I hand the hon Member a list giving the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1057 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE SCHEDULES 
 

Can Government provide a breakdown for the return of social insurance schedules 
as at 30th September 2006 in respect of each quarter since quarter 1/01, giving the 
number of employees in the private and official sectors and the self-employed? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I hand the hon Member lists giving the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1058 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

MINIMUM INCOME GUARANTEE 
 

Can Government provide a breakdown for the number of pensioners in receipt of the 
Minimum Income Guarantee showing the number receiving the single and married 
rates in bands of  ₤5 up to the full amount as at end of September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I hand the hon Member a list giving the information requested.  I also take this 
opportunity to give the hon Member an amended answer to Question No. 534 of 
2006 which as given at the time showed, as will be recalled, a single person in the 
married couple band. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1058 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The table given now, presumably, reflects the increase as the result of extending 
eligibility for this to pensioners who are not living alone, am I correct? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
Is the hon Member asking whether it includes those? 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Whether it includes. 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
Yes. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Is it that there has been a very low uptake or that, in fact, most of those not living 
alone did not qualify, does the Minister know?  There is very little difference really. 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
If they did not qualify, I am sure he will agree with me, it would have been because 
the income was not sufficiently low  for them to qualify for minimum income. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
No, the point I am making is, when the figure was £455 it was because the only 
possible applicants had to be people living alone, therefore it is surprising that now 
that it has been extended to a much bigger pool of people, there are only 20 more 
people receiving it.  I am asking, is it that there have not been a lot of applications or 
that most of those applications happen to be with a threshold which was above the 
amount required to trigger the payment? 
 
 
HON MRS Y DEL AGUA: 
 
I think it is a combination of the two.  The hon Member must bear in mind that there 
was only one category of persons left to be included in this scheme, which were 
those who were living in the households of a relative or somebody else.  I assume 
that there has been very little uptake on that particular category of people. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1059 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GOVERNMENT HOSTEL 
 

Can Government state how many persons currently reside in the Government hostel 
and provide a breakdown by nationality and category as follows: 
 

(a) employed; 
(b) unemployed; 
(c)  or pensioner? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I hand the hon Member a list giving the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1060 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GOVERNMENT HOSTEL 
 

Can Government confirm that the rents for the Government hostel have not been 
increased and that therefore the £14,000 increase in revenue from this source 
estimated for the current financial year, represents an increase in paying residents 
and, if so, how many extra residents does this involve? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

I can confirm that the rents for the Government Hostels have not been increased and 
the £14,000 increase in revenue from this source estimated for the current financial 
year represents an increase of 23 paying residents.   
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1061 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT 
 

Can Government list the public sector entities and Government owned and joint 
venture companies that are included in the October 2005 Employment Survey Report 
showing the industrial classification? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

I hand over a table to the hon Member showing the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1062 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT 
 

Can Government confirm whether all of the 836 employers that made completed 
returns in October 2002 and 2003 also made completed returns in October 2005, and 
if not, give out of this total the number who did and provide a breakdown by industry? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

As the table that I am making available to the hon Member shows, 609 employers of 
the 836 employers who completed the Employment Survey questionnaires in 
October 2002 and October 2003 also did so in respect of October 2005 under the 
same name.  The classification by industry as requested is provided. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1063 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT 
 

Can Government provide the comparable breakdown for October 2005 of all the full 
time employee jobs by industry, sex and nationality as given in Table 12 of the 
Employment Survey Report in respect of the 836 employers or such lesser number 
as returned filled questionnaires for October 2005 having also done so for October 
2002 and 2003? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

I hand the hon Member a table showing the information requested. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1063 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Can I ask the Minister to confirm, just to make sure that the questions have been 
interpreted in the way that I intended them to be, that the answers reflect the 
information that I was seeking that the answer to Question No. 1063 provides the 
breakdown of the 609 employers that he gave me in Question No. 1062? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
That is correct. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1064 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT 
 

Can Government provide the breakdown by industry in respect of the 1,080 
employers who made completed returns in respect of the October 2005 Employment 
Survey? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

I hand a table to the hon Member showing the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1065 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT 
 

Can Government provide the distribution of average annual earnings as shown in 
Table 16 of the October 2005 Employment Survey Report in respect of private sector 
employment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1066 and 1067 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1066 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT 
 

Can Government provide the distribution of average annual earnings as shown in 
Table 16 of the October 2005 Employment Survey Report in respect of Gibraltar 
Government employment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1065 and 1067 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1067 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT 
 

Can Government provide the distribution of average annual earnings as shown in 
Table 16 of the October 2005 Employment Survey Report in respect of MOD 
employment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

I hand the hon Member three tables showing the information requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1068 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT 
 

Can Government provide a breakdown of the numbers in the £25,000 and over 
category of Table 16 of the October 2005 Employment Survey Report showing the 
numbers between £25,000 and £29,000 and those with earnings of £30,000 and 
over? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

I hand the hon Member a table showing the information requested. 



 384

 



 385

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1069 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT 
 

Can Government state how many questionnaires have been issued to employers in 
respect of this year’s October Employment Survey? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

None. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1069 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
When does the Minister expect that the questionnaires will be issued for this year’s 
survey? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
I am informed that the survey should be issued at the beginning of next week, the 
end of October, in order to reflect the October 2006 figures. 



 386

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1070 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP 
 

Can Government list the conferences that they have assisted with, sponsored or co-
sponsored in Gibraltar or elsewhere since the last Question Time in this House, 
showing the dates when the conferences in question were held, the cost and the 
department that was most directly involved? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The only conference that Government have assisted with, sponsored or co-
sponsored, in Gibraltar or elsewhere since the last Question Time in this House, was 
the Calpe Conference which took place from 14th September 2006 until 16th 
September 2006.  The Department most involved with this was the Ministry for 
Heritage and Culture.  The cost to date is £34,197.93 but this is not the final figure as 
not all the relevant invoices have been received. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1071 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – VISIT BY JOURNALISTS 
 

What was the cost, with a breakdown, of the visit to Gibraltar of a group of journalists 
from the UK on 14-16 June? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The total cost of the visit to Gibraltar of a group of journalists from 14th-16th June was 
£74.40.  This was broken down as follows:  Subsistence for an escort from the GTB 
office in London - £68.60; and a taxi for one of the journalists was £5.80. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1071 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Were the flights and the hotels sponsored by the airlines and by the hotels? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
Indeed, we obviously try and encourage sponsorship from the private sector 
operators.  On this occasion, airlines, hoteliers, restaurants and everything were 
generous enough to participate in the cost. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1072 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – MINISTER’S OVERSEAS VISITS 
 

Can the Minister with responsibility for tourism give the dates when he has been 
away from Gibraltar on Government business since the last Question Time in this 
House, giving the event or function attended, the venue, the city and the country 
visited? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Since the last Question Time in this House, I have been away from Gibraltar on 
Government business on the following occasions:- 
 
  

3rd to 4th July 2006 - Visit to Tangier Med Port and Ministerial 
meetings in Rabat 

22nd September 2006 - Meeting of the UKGTA in London 
3rd to 5th October 2006 - United Nations with Chief Minister 
16th & 17th October 2006 - Gibraltar Day in London and other meetings 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1073 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – SEATRADE, NAPLES 
 

What was the cost, with a breakdown, of Gibraltar’s participation in Seatrade Med 
2006 from 18-20 October in Naples? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The cost of Gibraltar’s participation in Seatrade Med 2006 from 18th-20th October in 
Naples was £15,668.87. 
 
I now hand the hon Member a schedule showing the breakdown of this amount. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1074 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

TOURISM/PORT/BUSINESS & COMMERCE/E-BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCILS 
 

How often and on what dates have the following met: 
 

(a) the Tourism Advisory Council since 20 April 2006; 
(b) the Port Advisory Council since 9 March 2006; 
(c) the Business and Commerce Advisory Council since 11 April 2006; 
(d)  the E-Business Advisory Council since 11 April 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Since 20th April 2006 the Tourism Advisory Council has not met. 
 

Since 9th March 2006 the Port Advisory Council has met once on 6th July 2006. 
 

Since 11th April 2006, the Business & Commerce Advisory Council has met once on 
13th July 2006. 
 
Since 11th April 2006, the E-Business Advisory Council has met once on 13th July 
2006. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1074 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Can the Minister say why the Tourism Advisory Council has not met?  Is there any 
specific reason why the other three have and not this one? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
No, there is no specific reason apart from the fact that these advisory boards meet at 
least once a quarter unless there are any specific issues that need the attention of a 
meeting.  In the case of the Tourism Advisory Council a meeting was scheduled 
round about July and then on the day had to be postponed for one reason or another.  
We still have not met and, in fact, we are due to meet in the next few days but we will 
catch up by having another meeting scheduled in December.  So by the end of the 
year the full meetings will have been held according to established practice. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1075 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – AIRPORT HANDLING SERVICES 
 

How many entities submitted tenders for the provision of airport handling services at 
Gibraltar airport, who was the successful tenderer and in what amount? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

There was one tenderer, Bland Ltd, the tender was awarded to this company. 
 
This tender is not like any other Government tender.  The tenderer does not actually 
pay any amounts to Government.  The company will charge other companies for use 
of its services for airport handling. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1075 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Has that always been the position in relation to this particular contract? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
Certainly, that has always been the position. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1076 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – MOD CLOSURE OF AIRPORT 
 

Can Government say what steps have been taken by the MOD and their contractors 
to ensure that the airport is not closed owing to a shortage of air traffic controllers as 
happened on 25 May? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The Government are not aware that there is a shortage of air traffic controllers. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1076 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Are the Government aware of the reasons given by the MOD for the closure of the 
airport on 25th May? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
Yes, that was as a result of the fact that two air traffic controllers were on leave and 
two air traffic controllers reported ill on that specific day.  It is one of these things that 
should not happen and coincidentally it did happen on that particular day and that 
caused a problem in order for the airport to continue operating.  But there is not a 
shortage as such and the levels are very much within established practice. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
In relation to the question which was, what steps had been taken to ensure there is 
not a repetition of that incident, are the Government aware of anything? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
No, the MOD have reassured us that their complement is within established 
practices, so therefore there is no need for any steps to be taken.  What happened 
on that specific day probably will never happen again, we hope it will not happen 
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again.  Unfortunately, it did happen and that caused the problem on that specific day 
but it is not a regular occurrence, neither do they expect it to be an occurrence again.  
Coupled by the fact, I think, that this was also made worse by the fact that those 
controllers that were available had already done an element of work over a specific 
time period, so they were not able to extend their working hours.  It was just 
coincidental that everything came together in the wrong way on that specific day.  So 
there are a number of caveats that have to happen on that day for a problem to arise 
like it did. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1077 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – AIRPORT LANDING CHARGES 
 

Are Government aware of the details of the deal between the airlines and the MOD in 
relation to landing charges and if so can they tell the House? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

MOD wished to enter into an arrangement with airlines in respect of landing charges 
with which the Government were not comfortable as it would unduly restrict the 
normal hours of opening of the airport.  In consequence, Government are now in 
discussions with the MOD to arrive at a new arrangement in respect of the setting of 
landing charges for commercial aircraft using the runway at Gibraltar.  These 
discussions are on-going and I am therefore unable to provide any more details at 
present. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1077 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
What is the position at present for airlines wishing to use the airport?  There was 
originally one increase and there was another increase that was suspended, so what 
is the position at the moment? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
The position at the moment is that there was one increase, there was due to be a 
second increase that was suspended and remains suspended.  In the light of 
possible enhanced use of the airport shortly, there is a new scenario which has 
enabled the Gibraltar Government to enter into negotiations with the MOD and which 
I have referred to in my original answer, which will hopefully lead to better 
established practices. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1078 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – FLY GIBRALTAR 
 

Can Government say at what stage are the different applications from Fly Gibraltar to 
commence flights between Gibraltar airport and a number of destinations in the UK 
and Ireland? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

All applications have been submitted to the CAA and are currently being processed. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1078 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Does the CAA consult the Government of Gibraltar in relation to these applications to 
its view on these applications? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
Yes, they will at some point, they have not done so as yet but it is common practice 
in the past when that has happened, the Government are consulted to express a 
view as to whether we favour or not favour the applications. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Is this a procedure of requiring an airline to seek the approval of the CAA and the 
consultation that goes with it, something that we still enjoy because of our exclusion 
from the EU Directives?  Will it disappear once we are included? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
I am not sure is the true answer to that, but I know it has been the established 
practice since I have been in office and since the hon Member was in office as well.  I 
think that the CAA is the process to go through because Gibraltar does not have its 
own Civil Aviation Authority.  That does not mean that we may not have it in the 
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future.  As things stand today, we do not have an Authority so therefore it is done 
through the UK which is the EU Member State.  We know that there will be 
developments in this area in the near future, but I do not think that is linked in any 
way to anything to do with EU legislation in this particular area. I think it is mainly to 
do with the relationship that exists between the Department of Transport in the UK 
and the Government of Gibraltar and whether we feel that we can have an Authority 
in place which has the capability to be able to assess the viability of an application.  
When the CAA application goes through, the application is assessed not just on slots 
but actual viability of the airline, its performance, its warranties, its guarantees et 
cetera.  I hope that gives some more information, maybe it does not. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
My understanding is that the position that we have today is as it has always been, 
and is indeed the way historically the Civil Aviation dealt with applications to British 
airports in British Overseas Territories, having to go through the CAA in London.  
Therefore, it is because we were not part of the European Union Single Skies that we 
still retain that system, that is really what my question was seeking, confirmation 
whether that analysis is accurate or not. 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
My answer is that I cannot give that clarity but I am happy to find out and inform him 
accordingly. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1079 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB - AIRLINES 
 

Can Government say whether discussions continue with the three airlines that were 
interested in flying to Gibraltar at the last Question Time in this House, and can they 
confirm whether any new airlines have expressed an interest since then? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

No discussions have been held with the three airlines since the last Question Time of 
the House but contact is maintained. 
 
The Government are now working with Fly Gibraltar as a priority, seeing this is a 
Gibraltar-based airline. 
 
Iberia Airlines has expressed an interest in flying to and from Gibraltar. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1080 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – FLIGHTS FROM GIBRALTAR 
 

How many flights between Gibraltar and the following airports were timetabled and 
how many were cancelled on a monthly basis to or from: 
 

(a) London Gatwick; 
(b) London Heathrow; 
(c) London Luton; 
(d) Manchester; 

 
since June 2006 inclusive? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1081 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1081 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – FLIGHTS FROM GIBRALTAR 
 

Can Government say how many flights from Gibraltar to the following airports were 
delayed by more than half an hour on a monthly basis since June 2006 inclusive: 
 

(a) London Gatwick; 
(b) London Heathrow; 
(c) London Luton; 
(d) Manchester 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The information sought is being handed over to the hon Member in a written 
schedule. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1082 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – REVENUE RAISED 
 

Can Government say how much revenue has been raised on a monthly basis from 
June 2006 inclusive: 
 

(a) by charging coaches that use the coach park; 
(b) in admission fees to the Upper Rock; 
(c) in admission fees to the Gibraltar Museum? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 

The information sought is being handed to the hon Member in written format. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1083 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GTB – PERSONS INTERVIEWED 
 

Can Government say how many interviews have been carried out with persons who 
said: 
 

(a) that they had stayed at a hotel; 
(b) that they had not stayed at a hotel; 
 

since April 2006 inclusive on a monthly basis, stating where they were interviewed 
and the number interviewed at each location, and in the case of those who stayed in 
hotels what was the average length of stay in each case? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The information sought is being handed to the hon Member in written format. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1084 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

PORT – PORTS OF STRAIT MEETING, ALGECIRAS 
 

What was the cost, with a breakdown, of Gibraltar’s participation in the Ports of the 
Strait meeting in Algeciras on 10 October? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

There was no cost to Government. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1085 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

PORT – BUNKERING CODE OF PRACTICE 
 

What is the policy of the Government in relation to setting up a Code of Practice for 
bunkering operations in the Strait of Gibraltar as a whole as suggested at the Ports of 
the Strait meeting in October? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The Government believe that the Port of Gibraltar is setting the standard in the region 
of the Strait for the safe delivery of bunkers.  The Gibraltar Bunkering Code of 
Practice was introduced in November 2002, and it is based on the Code of Practice 
of Singapore, the world leader in this field.  No other port in the region has a 
Bunkering Code of Practice and the Port of Gibraltar is therefore leading in the region 
in persuading neighbouring ports to follow our example and introduce the best 
practice in the field of bunkering. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1086 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

PORT – BUNKERING IN WESTERN ANCHORAGE 
 

Has the Government taken a policy decision in relation to more vessels taking up 
permanent anchorage positions in the western anchorage to store and supply bunker 
fuel? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

No, Sir. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1086 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
In what timescale do the Government envisage taking a decision on this issue? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
I do not see that there will be a need, at this stage, for any change in policy.  If there 
is a change in policy say from the European Union, then obviously the Government 
will have to consider the implications of any change.  We do not have any change of 
policy envisaged in respect of vessels taking up permanent anchorage positions in 
the western anchorage. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
The question was whether more vessels were……… 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
No, I think that we do have sufficient vessels at the moment taking up permanent 
positions in the western anchorage.  We have got to understand that if we allow other 
mother ships to anchor in the western anchorage, what we are doing is actually 
sacrificing positions to be able to actually deliver the bunkers.  So the position is that 
we are satisfied with the levels that we have today and we cannot foresee any 
changes in the near future. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1087 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

PORT – SHIP VISITS 
 

How many ships have called at Gibraltar since May 2006 inclusive on a monthly 
basis for: 
 

(a) bunkering; 
(b) cargo; 
(c) repairs; 
 

and how many tonnes of bunker fuel were sold each month? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The information sought is being handed over to the hon Member in written format. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1088 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

PORT – MARINE SAFETY CODE 
 

Have Government now completed the review into the adoption of a port marine 
safety code similar to that in place in the United Kingdom? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

No, Government have not completed the review. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1088 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Can the Minister give an indication of when this review is expected to be complete? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
No, I am not able to give any date for that.  The issue is one that we have now 
reached the junction in the review process where in order to come up with a suitable 
port marine safety code we would have to seek input or advice from competent 
consultants in this particular field.  Therefore, we are currently considering our 
options before taking the matter any further.  Therefore, giving a timescale at this 
particular stage would be difficult. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1089 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

PORT – MARINE SURVEYOR 
 

Can Government say how many persons have applied for the post of Marine 
Surveyor with the Gibraltar Maritime Administration, how many were Gibraltarian and 
how many vacancies there were? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1090 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1090 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

PORT – MARINE SURVEYOR 
 

Can Government say in what timescale they expect the post of Marine Surveyor, 
which was advertised in September with deadline for applications of 20 October, to 
be filled? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Answer to Question No. 1089 of 2006 
 
A total of 24 applications were received for the post of Marine Surveyor.  There were 
no Gibraltarian applicants.  There were two vacancies. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1090 of 2006 
 
Government expect the post of Marine Surveyor to be filled within a period of about 
three to six months, depending on the successful applicant. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1091 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DTI – BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
 

How many applications have been received in respect of the vacancy for Business 
Development Officer in the Department of Trade and Industry that was advertised in 
August and has anyone been selected for the post? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

A total of seven applications were received in respect of the vacancy for Business 
Development Officer in the Department of Trade and Industry. 
 
No appointment has been made as yet. 

 
 

 



 415

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1092 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

EU FUNDING 
 

Can Government list the parties who have applied for: 
 

(a) EU funding; 
(b) Gibraltar Government funding; 
 

since the last Question Time in this House, indicating the amount of funding that was 
requested and the purposes for which it was intended, listing those applications that 
have been successful, those that have been unsuccessful and those applications that 
are still pending? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The information sought is being handed over to the hon Member in written format. 
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(b)  Gibraltar Government Funding 
 
There have been no applications under this scheme since the last Question Time in 
this House. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1093 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

IMPORTS – PRIVATE MOTOR VEHICLES 
 

What was the value and number of private motor vehicles imported by: 
 
(a) individuals; 
(b) licensed dealers; 
 

on a monthly basis since April 2006 inclusive? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1094 and 1095 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1094 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

IMPORTS – GOODS VEHICLES 
 

What was the value and number of goods vehicles imported by: 
 
(a) individuals; 
(b) licensed-dealers; 
 

on a monthly basis since April 2006 inclusive? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1093 and 1095 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1095 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

IMPORTS - COMPUTERS 
 

What was the value of computer hardware imported into Gibraltar since April 2006 
inclusive on a monthly basis? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

 
The information sought is being handed over to the hon Member in written format. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1096 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

GIBRALTAR BUS COMPANY LIMITED – FREE BUS PASS FOR THE BLIND 
 

Can Government state if it has given any consideration to the granting of a free bus 
pass to the blind, and if so, what has been the outcome? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Consideration will be given to granting a free bus pass to the visually impaired once 
the system of bus passes is introduced. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1097 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GIBRALTAR BUS COMPANY LIMITED – FREE TRAVEL FOR KGV PATIENTS 
 

Can Government state if they have considered allowing patients at KGV Hospital to 
travel free on the bus service provided by the Gibraltar Bus Company? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

To date the Government have not considered allowing patients at KGV Hospital to 
travel free on the bus service provided by the Gibraltar Bus Company. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1097 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Will the Government of Gibraltar then give the matter consideration? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
I do not know whether in the future the Government will give consideration to this.  
They have not done so to date and we do not know whether it will happen in the 
future. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1098 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GIBRALTAR BUS COMPANY LIMITED 
 

Can Government provide a detailed breakdown of the amount of £704,370 owed by 
the Government to the Gibraltar Bus Company as at 31st March 2005? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The amount of £704,370 consists of the following:- 
 

1. £593,942 EU Funds 
2. £83,734 Pensioner’s Subsidy 
3. £26,694 Children’s Subsidy 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1099 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GIBRALTAR BUS COMPANY LIMITED 
 

Can Government state the level of the net current assets of the Gibraltar Bus 
Company as at 31 March and 30 September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The level of net assets as at 31st March 2006 was £939,656. 
 
The figure in respect of net assets as at 30th September 2006 is not yet available. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1099 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Did the Minister say that the balance as at 31st March 2006 was £939,656? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
£939,656. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
So is it a coincidence that it is the same balance as at 31st March 2005? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
I can check the matter but I have not got the figures here to compare with the 
previous figure, but I can check the figures up and confirm to him one way or the 
other. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
I have the accounts for the Bus Company but fine, if the Minister checks it and lets 
me know I would appreciate it. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1100 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GIBRALTAR BUS COMPANY LIMITED 
 

Can Government confirm that two of the Directors of the Gibraltar Bus Company 
receive emoluments for their services as Directors? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Yes, Sir. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1100 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
That being the case, could the Minister explain why in the accounts of the company it 
states that none of the directors receive emoluments? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
No I cannot explain that and I do not have a set of accounts in front of me to be able 
to confirm, but I take what he says on board.  I assume that their salaries are 
included in the wages and salaries of all employees but that is just a comment I am 
making on my feet without actually having any documentation before me.  I can 
check that again and revert back to him. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
If it will help the Minister, in Note 6 of the accounts it reads, ‘the Directors do not 
receive emoluments for their services as Directors’.  It is signed by one of the 
Directors.  As said in Question No. 675 of 2006, the answer was that they are paid 
£35,000 a year.  If the Minister could check that and, at least, the person who signs 
the accounts should ensure……… 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
I can assure that they do get a salary. 
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HON L A RANDALL: 
 
They should also make sure that what they sign on to is accurate. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1101 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GIBRALTAR BUS COMPANY LIMITED 
 

Can Government state the number of paying passengers that were transported and 
the value of fares collected from these passengers by the Gibraltar Bus Company 
Limited in the months of June, July, August and September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The information sought is being handed over in written format. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1102 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GIBRALTAR BUS COMPANY LIMITED 
 

Can Government state the number of school children covered by the re-imbursement 
of £26,694 in respect of free bus service made to the Gibraltar Bus Company in the 
financial period ended 31 March 2005? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

A total of 55,456 school children were covered by the reimbursement of £26,694 in 
respect of the bus service made by the Gibraltar Bus Company in the financial year 
ending 31st March 2005. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1103 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

GIBRALTAR BUS COMPANY LIMITED 
 

Can Government state the number of pensioners covered by the re-imbursement of 
£83,735 in respect of subsidised bus fares made to the Gibraltar Bus Company in the 
financial period ended 31 March 2005? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

A total of 246,558 pensioners are covered by the reimbursement of £83,735 in 
respect of subsidised bus fares made to the Gibraltar Bus Company in the financial 
year ended 31st March 2005.  Obviously what we are referring to when I say such a 
high number of pensioners is pensioner trips, and not subsidising. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1104 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

91 QUEENSWAY 
 

Can Government give the area in square metres of the plot of land at 91 Queensway 
that was put out to tender in June? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The area is approximately 247 square metres. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1105 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

91 QUEENSWAY 
 

Can Government say how many tenders have been received for the plot of land at 91 
Queensway, whether the tender has been awarded and if so to whom and for how 
much? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Seven tenders have been received. The tender has not yet been awarded. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1106 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

How many meetings of the Development and Planning Commission have taken place 
since 24 May 2006 and on what dates? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

There have been seven meetings of the Development and Planning Commission 
since 24th May 2006, as follows: 
 
 13th June 2006 
 27th June 2006 
 11th July 2006 
 15th August 2006 
 31st August 2006 
 1st September 2006 
 27th September 2006 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1107 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
 

Can Government list the applications for planning permission in respect of projects 
that have been granted and rejected since the last meeting of this House, showing 
those that are still under consideration, including the name of the applicant and of the 
project in question? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The information sought in this Question is being handed over to the hon Member in 
written format. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1108 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GRAND PARADE – UNDERGROUND CAR PARK 
 

Have Government now received the results of the public consultation exercise 
conducted by the developers of the underground car park at Grand Parade, and if so 
when are they going to be made available to the Opposition on a confidential basis? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The Government have been informed of the public consultation exercise conducted 
by the developers of the underground car park at Grand Parade, but are in no 
position to make it available to the Opposition on a confidential basis as it is 
commercially sensitive information which belongs to the prospective developers and 
not to the Government. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1108 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
The question was included as a follow-up from previous meetings of the House, 
where the Minister had indicated that it would be made available to us on a 
confidential basis, that is why we tabled the question.  Is there a change of policy 
now? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
Not a change of policy but a change in respect of the fact that the prospective 
developers wish the information to remain confidential to them.  The hon Member 
may wish to contact them directly himself. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
The information that we wanted was not in relation to individuals who were applying 
for spaces or whatever it was.  It was in relation to the general number of enquiries or 
demand for spaces. 
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HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
Well, we do not have the names either, we have just been given a synopsis of what 
the demand is and what they are anticipating will be there and that is what we have.  
I am happy to talk to them again and see whether they will allow us to make it 
available to the hon Member on a confidential basis. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
If the Minister could do that we would be very grateful. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1109 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – DRAFT DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 

Can Government say whether the draft development plan is now ready, whether it 
has been presented to the Development and Planning Commission and if so on what 
date? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The draft Development Plan is not yet ready and has not been presented to the DPC. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1109 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Is the Minister in a position to give an indication of when it is expected to be ready?  
Although I know we have asked this question many times and different indications 
have been given, but it still has not happened. 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
I dare not give him a date any more but we are almost there, that is as much as I can 
tell him today. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1110 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – ANNEX TO MONTAGU PAVILION 
 

Can Government say whether a decision has now been taken to grant planning 
permission for the construction of a six storey annexe to Montagu Pavilion? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The Government’s consent to this scheme is required as landlord of the site.  This 
consent has not been forthcoming and DPC has therefore not yet made a decision in 
relation to the application for planning permission.  The Government do not favour 
this scheme and do not intend to consent to it. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1111 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – NORTH GORGE 
 

Can Government say, in respect of the application for planning permission from OEM 
North Gorge Developments Ltd to construct a residential development in North 
Gorge: 
 

(a) when the application is due to be considered by the DPC; 
(b) how many representations have been received by the DPC? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The application is likely to be considered in November 2006.  As at 20th October 
2006 three letters of objection have been received. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1112 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – CALETA HOTEL 
 

Can Government say, in respect of the application for planning permission by the 
Caleta Hotel to add one storey to provide extra car parking: 
 

(a) When the application is due to considered by the DPC; 
(b) How many representations have been received in respect of this project? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The application was considered at the DPC meeting of the 27th September 2006 and 
is due to be considered again on 31st October 2006 which is the date of the next 
meeting.  No representations have been received. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1113 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – HBC(G) LTD (CP 1399A) 
 

Can Government say with respect to the application for planning permission by 
HBC(G)Ltd to construct a residential building consisting of ground plus eight storeys 
on CP1399A facing Bayside Road: 
 

(a) whether planning permission has been granted and if so when; 
(b) how many representations have been received by the DPC in relation to this   

project? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The Government’s consent to this scheme is required as landlord of the site.  This 
consent has not been forthcoming and DPC has not therefore yet made a decision in 
relation to the application for planning permission.  The Government do not favour 
this scheme and do not intend to consent to it. 
 
A total of 26 letters of representation have been received. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1113 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Can I just clarify, is this the 52 apartments in the car park of Tesco’s, where the car 
park of Tesco’s used to be? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
Yes, that is in the little car park, the ex-Check Out car park. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1114 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – LORD NAPIER MEWS LTD (CP 1401) 
 

Can Government say with respect to the application for planning permission by Lord 
Napier Mews Ltd to construct a commercial building of ground plus eight storeys 
including car parking at 6 Bayside Road CP1401 adjacent to the Sports Stadium: 
 

(a) whether planning permission has been granted and if so when; 
(b) how many representations have been received by the DPC in relation to this 

project? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The Government’s consent to this scheme is required as landlord of the site.  This 
consent has not been forthcoming so far and DPC has not therefore yet made a 
decision in relation to the application for planning permission. 
 
A total of 48 letters of representation have been received. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1114 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
When the Minister says that consent has not been forthcoming so far, are the 
Government in negotiation with the developer to try and modify the scheme? 
 
 
HON J J HOLLIDAY: 
 
Well, the prospective developers have basically advertised the scheme, we have all 
seen it in the local press, and subsequent to that have made initial representations to 
the Government to meet but have not actually made a formal request in order to seek 
permission to proceed with that.  Therefore, we need to undergo that negotiation 
which will involve premiums et cetera, so therefore the Government are not willing to 
consider it.  In principle, there is a will possibly to consent it but maybe not in its 
present format or presentation as it is being set out today. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1115 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – TBC LTD (PONTOON LAYOUT) 
 

Can Government say with respect to the application for planning permission by TBC 
Ltd to create a new pontoon layout (including living accommodation) and moorings in 
an area of water in or near the Sheppard’s Marina: 
 

(a) whether planning permission has been granted and if so when; 
(b) how many representations have been received by the DPC in relation to this 

project? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

DPC has not yet made a decision in respect to the application for planning 
permission.  Two letters of representation have been received (one of which is a 
petition signed by 92 signatures). 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1116 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – WSRM ARCHITECTS (DEVIL’S TOWER ROAD AND FP 81/CP39A) 
 

Can Government say whether planning permission has been granted to: 
 

(a) WSRM Architects for the construction of a residential apartment block at 
Devil’s Tower Road; 

(b) WSRM Architects on behalf of Mr Humbert Peliza to construct a 
development to include public/private car parking, office, commercial and 
residential units at Freehold Property 81 and Crown Property 39A, Lower 
Engineer Lane; 

 
and how many representations have been received in respect of each project? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The project in Devil’s Tower Road, DPC has resolved to grant permission and no 
letters of representation were received. 
 
In respect of 39A Lower Engineer Lane, DPC has not yet made a decision in relation 
to the application for planning permission.  Four letters of representation were 
received.  Two were in favour and two letters objected to it. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1117 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – WORKER’S HOSTEL 
 

Has planning permission been granted for the construction of a worker’s hostel at the 
former Ready-Mix site in Devil’s Tower Road and if so on what date? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

This is a Government project and therefore does not require planning permission. 
The project was submitted to the Commission for information only. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1118 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – TOWER BUILDINGS LTD (BA 10321) 
 

Can Government say whether Tower Building Ltd has been given permission to 
amend consent BA10321 to provide for additional flats and associated parking? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Permission was granted for an amendment to the approved scheme. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1119 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DPC – ROTUNDA HOLDINGS LTD 
 

Can Government say whether planning permission has been granted to Rotunda 
Holdings Ltd to demolish the existing building and build a new apart-hotel and retail 
centre with basement car park, and if so on what date? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

The DPC has resolved to grant outline planning permission with conditions for this 
development but this has not yet been issued. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1120 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT AID LICENCE NO. 1/2003 
 

Can Government state the reason why Development Aid Licence No. 1/2003 issued 
to Silverlake Ltd was extended to 30 June 2007 and in respect of which project is the 
delay? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Development Aid Licence No. 1/03 is in respect of 17/25 Giro’s Passage 
Developments Limited and not Silver Lake Limited.  Due to an administrative error, 
Government Notice No. 704, published on 14th September 2006, incorrectly stated 
Silver Lake Limited instead of 17/25 Giro’s Passage Development Limited.   A 
correction to this effect will shortly be published. 
 
The extensions of these licences until 30th June 2007 was approved due to a delay in 
the piling works and as a result of traffic and loading restrictions as the development 
is within the City walls. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1121 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT AID LICENCE NO. 3/2006 
 

Can Government state for what reason Development Aid Licence No. 3 of 2006 
which was issued to Longhorn Properties Ltd was extended to 31 March 2008 and in 
respect of which project is the delay? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, EMPLOYMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 

Development Aid Licence No. 3 of 2006 issued to Longhorn Limited in respect of the 
project for the construction of an office/commercial building at the site of the ex-MOT 
test centre at 2 Europort Avenue/North Mole Road, was extended to 31st March 2008 
as a result of delays being encountered by the developer during the demolition and 
construction process. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1122 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

GASA SWIMMING POOL 
 

Can the Minister state whether the new arrangements, or similar ones, for the 
running of the GASA swimming-pool, will be offered to other sporting associations? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The Government are not aware that any other sporting association is interested in 
running the swimming pools. 



 456

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1123 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

THEATRE ROYAL 
 

Can Government state how many times and on what dates the Theatre Royal has 
been inspected by engineering experts of GJBS to ascertain whether there are any 
structural problems with the current structure since this question was last posed? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1124 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1124 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON S E LINARES 
 
 

THEATRE ROYAL 
 

Can Government state how much was spent on the Theatre Royal since this 
question was last posed in this House? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1123 of 2006 
 
GJBS has inspected the site on the following dates: 
 
 23rd and 30th June 2006; 
 29th July 2006; 
 26th August 2006; 
 23rd September 2006; and 
 13th October 2006. 
 
Answer to Question No. 1124 of 2006 
 
The total spent on the Theatre Royal since this question was last posed in this House 
is £79,000. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1123 AND 1124 OF 2006 
 
 

HON S E LINARES: 
 
Can the Chief Minister then give us a breakdown of what the £79,000 could well be? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Indeed I can, £10,000 relates to maintenance works on the sites and £69,000 relates 
to rent.  The hon Member knows that the rent is £5,750 per month times 12. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1125 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

ROSIA COTTAGES 
 

Can Government confirm whether they have reached an agreement with the owners 
of the Rosia Cottages in order to settle the dispute which followed the decision to 
construct the Nelson’s View development on the Rosia Tanks site, and if so what is 
it? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1126 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1126 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

ROSIA COTTAGES 
 

Can Government say how may valuations were carried out in order to determine the 
value of the properties that have been offered to the owners of the Rosia Cottages, 
on what date the valuations were conducted, by whom, and with what result? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Yes.  The Government and the cottage owners have agreed to settle the action and 
disputes between them without any admission of liability on the part of the 
Government. 
 
The Government have exchanged Surrey House, Suffolk House, Lancashire House 
and St Bernard’s House (four ex-MOD houses) for the four Rosia Cottages. 
 
In respect of three of the cottage owners, the Government have also paid £50,000 
(the fourth cottage owner is not entitled to it under the terms of the arrangement) in 
respect of relocation and refurbishment costs and in respect of the cottage owners 
leaving their fixtures and fittings in place.  In addition, the Government have agreed 
to pay conveyancing fees, Stamp Duty and registration charges associated with the 
documents to reflect the exchange transaction.  The cottage owners are required to 
vacate their cottages by 8th January 2007. 
 
A number of valuations were carried out on the properties which were offered to the 
cottage owners in exchange.  In March 2004, and not in connection with the 
exchange transaction, Land Property Services had valued Lancashire House at 
£400,000; Suffolk House at £440,000; Surrey House at £440,000 and St Bernard’s 
House at £510,000.  In August 2006, Brian Francis and Associates carried out a desk 
top valuation, that is without the benefit of an inspection.  Two of the properties, 
Suffolk and Surrey Houses, which they valued the first at £740,000 and the second at 
£790,000.  In September 2006, Brian Francis and Associates again carried out a 
valuation, this time with a full physical inspection, and thus the benefit of the 
conditioned surveys of the property and valued Suffolk House at £625,000; Surrey 
House at £675,000 and St Bernard’s House at £675,000. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1125 AND 1126 OF 2006 
 
 

HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
I did not hear the valuation of Lancaster House. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
For some reason that information has not been given to me.  I will have to pass it to 
him, I have a dash underneath Lancashire House.  Whether that means that no 
valuation was carried out or it is just a mistake, I do not know.  I will have to confirm 
that. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Can I ask the Chief Minister how the figure of £50,000 in relation to the relocation 
and refurbishment costs, how that figure was arrived at? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Just in the context of the negotiation.  What the Government are handing over, the 
exchange properties if I can call them that, are un-refurbished, unfurnished, in the 
sort of condition that these houses are handed over to us by the MOD and require a 
very substantial amount of money spent on them to be brought up to the same 
standards that these four residents of the Rosia Cottages have their own homes in.  
Not only do they have to spend money to bring these houses up to scratch, but of 
course, they are also leaving us in Rosia Cottages, so that we do not have to do the 
same before we re-sell Rosia Cottages, their homes, which are all appointed to quite 
a high standard.  They are leaving all the flooring, all the fixtures, all the fittings, and 
that increases the value of the Rosia Cottages considerably to the Government on a 
re-sale, apart from leaving them in a condition where they could be marketed 
immediately.  So there is not a particular magic to the figure of £50,000, it was just a 
negotiation (obviously they asked for much more) but it was just a negotiation which 
arrived at that settlement, that compromise, in respect of what was a reasonable 
compensation for what they were leaving in their homes of value for our benefit and 
of what they would have to spend in their new homes to put them in the same 
condition. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
If I heard the Chief Minister correctly in the original answer, I think he said the fourth 
person was not entitled to the £50,000.  Can he explain why that was the case? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, because in fact, it was agreed that the value of St Bernard’s House is actually 
greater than the value of the other houses that were exchanged with the others.  So it 
was deemed that he was getting (I think it is a he), the cottage owner that opted for 
that particular house was getting that £50,000 in value not in cash, but in the fact that 
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St Bernard’s House was worth £50,000 more than the other cottages that the other 
owners were accepting in exchange.  So it is not that he has not had the value, it is 
that instead of having it in cash he has had it in a more valuable property. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
In relation to the legal dispute, can I ask the Chief Minister if the Government was 
liable to pay the costs of the other side or not? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I do not know what has been agreed in respect of that.  I do not remember, but I may 
have a copy of the settlement agreement.  No, the agreement provides that on 
execution of this agreement the Rosia Cottage owners shall proceed to discontinue 
the action without further order as to costs.  But without prejudice to the order for 
costs Mr Justice Dudley had already made on 30th June 2006, which related I think to 
a very small part of the action, I do not remember what it was, but in respect of one 
particular strand of the action they had obtained a limited order.  For some reason 
there was some side issue, something to do with valuations or extension of time for 
valuations, no not valuations but expert reports, and the Court ordered the 
Government to pay the costs on that, which were not the costs of the overall action 
just the costs of that particular issue.  Those costs are payable by the Government 
but not the costs in the action at large. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Were the Government represented by private law firms in this particular action to 
defend the action and did the DPC have separate law firms as well?  Just to clarify 
exactly what the legal position was in terms of representation. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No, the Government and the DPC had separate legal representation, as would be 
expected, given that the DPC is an independent body of the Government.  Rather, a 
body independent of the Government.  They had separate but private, if he is trying 
to get to the private bit, yes.  They were from the private sector but they were 
separate firms. 
 
 
HON DR J J GARCIA: 
 
Are those costs available, the Government and the DPC costs?  Does the Chief 
Minister have the figure for the costs? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I am afraid I have not, no. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1127 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

IMPORT DUTY – LAND FRONTIER 
 

How much import duty has been collected from persons entering Gibraltar through 
the non-commercial gate at the land frontier on a monthly basis since June 2006 
inclusive? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1128 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1128 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

IMPORT DUTY – BUILDING MATERIALS 
 

What was the amount of import duty paid on building materials on a monthly basis 
since June 2006 inclusive? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The information the hon Member requests is set out in the schedule that is being 
handed to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1129 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
 

Can Government now state how much was paid to building contractors in the 
financial year ended 31 March 2006, giving a breakdown of the amounts paid to each 
contractor and in respect of which project? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

This is a great example of how this House benefits from the Government’s 
investment in computerisation of its functions.  The information that the hon Member 
requests is now set out in the 13 page schedules of information that the hon Member 
seeks. 
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 479

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1130 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

SENIOR FIRE OFFICERS 
 

Can Government state whether they have already communicated to the retired 
Senior Fire Officers their policy decision regarding backdated pay and conditions, 
and if not, when do they propose to do so? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

We have not yet responded but we do intend to do so.  I realise that I said last time 
that it would be shortly, but I am afraid it is one of those things that has slipped but 
they will get an answer. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1130 OF 2006 
 
 

HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Is it likely to be before the year end? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Really the Government are not accountable in this House for how they manage their 
time in dealing with people.  They, who are dealing with the Government on this 
issue, will get a response when the Government are able to give it to them.  I am not 
accountable to the hon Member in this House for my diary management. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1131 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON L A RANDALL 
 
 

LAND PROPERTY SERVICES 
 

Can Government confirm that the new contract with Land Property Services has now 
been signed? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

He will have to strike one question of his list of standard questions for the next 
meeting of the House because the answer is now yes.  I am informed it has been 
signed so he will have to put on his thinking cap next time. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1132 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – 50/50 SALES 
 

Can Government state if there has been any sale of the Government 50 per cent 
share of co-ownership homes in the months of June, July, August and September 
2006, providing a breakdown by month and estate? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Yes there have been and the information is set out in the schedule. 



 482

 



 483

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1133 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – NELSON’S VIEW 
 

With reference to Nelson’s View, can Government give a breakdown of sales details 
as follows: 
 

1. How may flats are being sold with 100 per cent financing from the purchaser; 
2. How many are being sold at the 50-50 ratio; and 
3. How many are being sold at any other ratio? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1134 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1134 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – CUMBERLAND TERRACES/BAYVIEW TERRACES 
 

With reference to Cumberland Terraces, can Government give a breakdown of sales 
details as follows: 
 

1. How may flats are being sold with 100 per cent financing from the purchaser; 
2. How many are being sold at the 50-50 ratio; and 
3. How many are being sold at any other ratio? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1133 of 2006 
 
In respect of Nelson’s View, 53 flats are being sold on a 100 per cent basis; 11 are 
being sold on a 50/50 basis and 49 are being sold at some other ratio. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1134 of 2006 
 
In respect of Cumberland Terraces, 18 flats are being sold on a 100 per cent basis; 
44 are being sold on the 50/50 basis and 72 are being sold on the basis of some 
other ratio. 
 
The hon Member has not asked about Bayview Terraces and being as generous to 
him as possible I have assumed that it is because he may have erroneously believed 
that Bayview Terraces, which is next to Cumberland Terraces, may be one and the 
same development.  In fact it is not.  In case that is the basis of his failure, I presume 
it is not that he is not interested in that particular development, I am happy to give it 
to him even though he has not asked for it.  Thirty flats in Bayview Terraces are 
being sold on 100 per cent basis; 4 on the 50/50 basis and 42 on some other co-
ownership ratio. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1133 TO 1134 OF 2006 
 
 

HON C A BRUZON: 
 
I thank the Chief Minister for the additional information.  Does he have in front of him 
the details of the third aspect of the question, any other ratio?  For example, 30/70 
and things like that.  The breakdown. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I do but not in a form that I can give him and it is really quite lengthy to read out.  I 
can write to him tomorrow or on Monday and send him the breakdown. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1135 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING -  ROSIA COURT 
 

Can Government say whether the sale of No. 10 Rosia Court has now been 
completed? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1136 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1136 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON C A BRUZON 
 
 

HOUSING – ROSIA COURT 
 

Can Government state whether control over the management company of Rosia 
Court has now been passed on to the owners? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Yes, the sale of No. 10 Rosia Court has indeed been completed, but control of the 
management company has not yet been passed to its owners.  I am told that the 
legal requirements are at an advanced stage and this is expected to occur early in 
November. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1135 AND 1136 OF 2006 
 
 

HON C A BRUZON: 
 
Who is covering the costs of any important maintenance matters relating to Rosia 
Court? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Well, I cannot answer the hon Member, what I can tell him is that the purchasers of 
Rosia Court were the beneficiaries of an element of generosity by the Government in 
that we left a sum of money in the management company from the sale proceeds, 
which is something that most buyers of houses in Gibraltar do not benefit from. 
 
 
HON L A RANDALL: 
 
Can the Government say what No. 10 Rosia Court is sold for?  The amount that it 
was sold for? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Is this so that he can compare it to the sum paid by his daughter for her house there?  
Well, so that he can spend the weekend doing the calculations it is £109,000. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1137 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING IN NEWSPAPERS 
 

What amount has the Government paid in respect of advertising to any registered 
newspaper since January 2006, giving a breakdown by month and newspaper? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

I hand the hon Member a schedule setting out the information that he has requested. 
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 490

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1138 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 
 

Has a date for an oral hearing now been fixed or what, if any, further progress has 
been made in the legal proceedings (Court of First Instance register number 240836 
and allocated case number T-211/04) against the EU Commission? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

No date has yet been fixed for the oral hearing.  We are still awaiting the Court fixing 
of that date and no progress is possible until then because that is all that is left in the 
proceedings. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1139 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

CM’S VISITS OVERSEAS 
 

Can the Government give a breakdown of the cost of all travel by the Chief Minister 
on government business, since the last answer in this House to date stating: 
 

(a) what the purpose of travel was; 
(b) who travelled with the Chief Minister; 
(c) who the Chief Minister intended to meet on each of the journeys undertaken; 

and 
(d)  a breakdown of the travel expenses incurred? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1140 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1140 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES - CONFERENCES 
 

Can Government give the cost, with a breakdown, of attendance at all and any 
conferences which related or were considered to relate to financial services in the 
months from the end of February 2006 to date, giving the name of the conference, 
the offices of those who might have attended as part of the Government delegation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The information the hon Member has requested is on the attached schedules that are 
now being handed to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1141 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

COMPANIES ORDINANCE 
 

Have Government now decided a date for the implementation of the “white wash” 
provisions into the Companies Ordinance? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The issue is not deciding a date for implementation.  Government have not yet made 
a policy decision to introduce such a measure, nor have they approved any draft 
legislation. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1142 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

CATEGORY 2 STATUS 
 

Can Government state how many individuals joined the register of people with 
Category 2 status in Gibraltar as at the end of each of the months since the end of 
February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1143 to 1147 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1143 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

CATEGORY 3 STATUS 
 

Can Government state how many individuals joined the register of people with 
Category 3 status in Gibraltar in each month since the end of February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1142 and 1144 to 1147 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1144 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

CATEGORY 4 STATUS 
 

Can Government state how many individuals joined the register of people with 
Category 4 status in each month since the end of February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1142, 1143 and 1145 to 1147 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1145 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

CATEGORY 2 STATUS 
 

How many individuals have surrendered Category 2 status since January 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1142 to 1144, 1146 and 1147 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1146 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

CATEGORY 3 STATUS 
 

How many individuals have surrendered Category 3 status since January 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1142 to 1145 and 1147 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1147 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

CATEGORY 4 STATUS 
 

How many individuals have surrendered Category 4 status since January 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The information that the hon Member has requested is on the attached schedules 
that are now being handed to him. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1142 TO 1147 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Which were the categories that the Chief Minister said in the last meeting of the 
House were now being discontinued and might be substituted by something else?  
Was it Category 3 and 4, 2 and 3 or what? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I did not say that they were being discontinued, I said that in the context of the 
Government’s proposed tax reform, they may be discontinued but yes, 3 and 4.  
Category 2 is High Net Worth Individuals. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
As I recall the answer I think he said the last time that there would be no new ones 
being issued but that the Government were looking at an alternative.  I think that is 
what he said in the last meeting of the House. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No, I do not think I said that but, certainly, I could have said that the Government in 
connection with this split tax system that I alluded to in the Budget, that that 
arrangement might subsume the Categories 3 and 4 product, but not that no more 
would be issued.  What I might also have said at a different time because it is the 
case that the Government do not expand the sectors of the economy in which 
Categories 3 and 4 Individuals operate, so it is a bit of a closed shop in that respect.  
I do not think I could have said what he said about no more being issued.  He may be 
thinking of tax exempt certificates for companies. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
No, it was definitely the individuals but I will check.  In this dual system that the Chief 
Minister is talking about that he mentioned in the Budget and I think he mentioned 
recently in the UK, is that something that would then be primarily intended for this 
category of people or would it be something that would be universally available to 
whoever wants to take it up? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No, it is universally available and this is just one of the category of people but it is not 
addressed at this category of people, it is addressed at anybody who suffers the 
headline rate of tax because they happen not to benefit from having a mortgage, or 
having life insurance and things of that sort.  It is for everybody, him and I included. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Can I return to the Supplementary that I put to the Chief Minister about the answer I 
gave the last time in relation to the Category 3?  In fact, he was asked by my 
colleague, ‘is the grant of Categories 3 and 4 status going to now be restricted after 
June in a manner which is not presently restricted?’.  The answer was, ‘equivalent 
provisions are being made’.  Now, given the fact that in May there were six Category 
3, in June six, in July five, in August six and in September nine, if this is what it is like 
after the restriction comes in it is a strange restriction.  Has the restriction happened 
or not? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I think the hon Member has misunderstood both his colleague’s Supplementary and 
indeed my reply.  I think his Supplementary was, given that these Category 3’s were 
only available for exempt companies and that exempt companies were ending in 
June, would that mean that the Government would stop issuing certificates and I said 
that equivalent provisions would be made, so that the sort of people that used to 
receive it could continue to receive it notwithstanding the fact that there were no 
exempt companies any more and that that was one of the conditions for issuing 
before.  So the problem was the termination of exempt companies and not anything 
that related to the certificates. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1148 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

PROTECTED CELL COMPANIES 
 

Have any applications to form a Protected Cell Company been submitted in the 
months from the end of February 2006 which remain pending consideration or which 
have been rejected? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1149 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1149 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

PROTECTED CELL COMPANIES 
 

Can Government state how many Protected Cell Companies were registered in 
Gibraltar in each of the months since the end of February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

There are two Protected Cell Company applications currently being considered for 
Insurance.  No applications have been rejected during the period in question. 
 
Consent has been given for the establishment of four Protected Cell Companies that 
will be registered as Experienced Investor Funds.  Of these, one has already been 
registered during the period in question. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1150 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

TAX EXEMPT COMPANIES 
 

Can Government state how many companies have in each month from the end of 
February 2006 applied to the office of the Finance Centre Director for the grant of 
exempt status? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1151 and 1152 of 2006. 



 511

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1151 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

TAX EXEMPT COMPANIES 
 

Can Government state how many tax exempt company certificates have been issued 
in each month from the end of February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1150 and 1152 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1152 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

TAX EXEMPT COMPANIES 
 

How many tax exempt companies have terminated their tax exemption certificates in 
each month from the end of February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The information the hon Member has requested is on the attached sheet which I now 
hand to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1153 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

COMPANIES REGISTER 
 

Can Government list the companies formed in Gibraltar in each of the months since 
February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1154 and 1155 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1154 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

COMPANIES REGISTER 
 

How many companies have been removed from the companies register in each of 
the months since February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1153 and 1155 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1155 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

COMPANIES REGISTER 
 

Can Government state how many companies have been re-domiciled out of Gibraltar 
in each of the months since February 2006 and how many of these asked for their 
registrations to be cancelled? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The information the hon Member has requested is on the attached sheet which I now 
hand to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1156 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

BANKING SECTOR 
 

Can Government state how many persons were employed in the banking sector in 
Gibraltar, giving a breakdown by bank and by nationality (showing how many are 
Gibraltarian) in the months since the end of February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1157 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1157 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

INSURANCE INDUSTRY 
 

What is the total number of persons employed in the insurance industry in Gibraltar 
giving a breakdown by company and by nationality (showing how many are 
Gibraltarian) in the months since the end of February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The information the hon Member has requested is on the attached sheet which I now 
hand to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1158 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

BANKING LICENCES 
 

Can Government state whether any new banking licenses have been issued in the 
months since the end of February 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

One banking licence has been issued since the end of February 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1159 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

LEGAL ADVICE - FEES 
 

Can Government give a breakdown of the amounts paid so far in this financial year to 
each law firm (or Barrister) in respect of civil legal assistance and criminal legal aid, 
giving a breakdown by firm and showing what are legal fees and what are 
disbursements? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The information the hon Member seeks is set out in the schedule that I now hand to 
him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1160 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 

(On behalf of the Hon F R Picardo) 
 
 

PACE 1984 
 

Have the Government now made any decision about the implementation of parts of 
PACE 1984? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Draft legislation implementing parts of PACE 1984, PACE as the hon Member may 
know is the Police and Criminal Evidence Act, have been drafted, they have been 
submitted to the Government and the Government are currently considering the 
legislation.  So there have been policy decisions made already and we are now at an 
advanced drafting stage. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1161 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

BETTING INDUSTRY 
 

Can Government provide the latest available figures for the number of persons 
employed in the betting industry in Gibraltar, giving a breakdown by company and by 
nationality, showing how many are Gibraltarian and the date when the figures apply? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

A total of 1,783 persons were employed by 15 companies as at mid-September 
2006.  This compares to 1,634 employed by the 15 companies on 31st May 2006 
(Question No. 780 of 2006).  The breakdown requested by the hon Member is set out 
in the schedule that I now hand to him. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1161 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Can I just ask?  We know that there is one company that has given notice to the 
Government Employment Service of a collective redundancy, is there more than one 
or is that the only one the Government have knowledge of? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Government have only heard formally from one of them but the Government fully 
expect, as I said on the day of the US announcement when I was interviewed, it is 
inevitable that any company that does a substantial amount of US business will suffer 
redundancies.  Companies cannot lose up to 50 per cent of their turnover without this 
being reflected in their operating costs.  How much of that will bite in Gibraltar will 
vary from company to company, depending upon what percentage of their workforce 
they have in Gibraltar.  So take for example, Party Gaming they have many hundreds 
of employees, many more than in Gibraltar in Indian call centres, so it depends which 
activities are in Gibraltar, which activities are elsewhere and which activities are 
going to take the brunt of this, and the companies are working this out as they speak.  
We are confident that Gibraltar that will not escape unscathed, will nevertheless not 
suffer the brunt of these cuts.  I have seen the public statement made by the hon 
Member, with which I obviously agree, and which reflects the same line as I have 
been taking privately with these companies since the announcement by the US 
Senate was made.  That is, that it would not be acceptable.  Obviously there are 
issues of function mixes and what the different people do, but all else being equal, 
permanent resident labour has got to be preferred for retention over and above short 
term ex-patriate labour.  I think that all the companies, at least all the companies that 
I have spoken to as the ones the Government know have a heavy US activity, there 
are only four or five of them really with a significant US business, I think are 
determined to do that as a reflection of their commitment to Gibraltar. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1162 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GIBRALTAR DAY IN LONDON 
 

Can Government give the total cost, with a breakdown of the Gibraltar Day events in 
London this year, showing which costs related to which event? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1163 to 1166 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1163 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GIBRALTAR DAY IN LONDON 
 

Can Government say how many persons from Gibraltar attended each of the 
Gibraltar Day events in London this year, and what was the total attendance for each 
event? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1162 and 1164 to 1166 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1164 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GIBRALTAR DAY IN LONDON 
 

Can Government say how many persons attended the Gibraltar Day events in 
London as part of the Government delegation, what their offices were, and what were 
the relevant travel and accommodation expenses? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1162, 1163, 1165 and 1166 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1165 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GIBRALTAR DAY IN LONDON 
 

Can Government list the invited guests from Gibraltar whose travel and 
accommodation costs in relation to the Gibraltar Day events in London were paid for 
by the Government, showing the costs involved? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1162 to 1164 and 1166 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1166 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON DR J J GARCIA 
 
 

GIBRALTAR DAY IN LONDON 
 

Can Government list the members of the British Government and the Members of 
Parliament who were invited to and attended the Gibraltar Day events in London? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1162 of 2006 
 
The total cost to date of the Gibraltar Day Event is £91,135 (subject to final invoices 
being received in respect of some minor incidental expenses). 
 
This figure is broken down as follows:- 
 
 Evening Event   £77,568 
 Finance Centre Lunch £10,781 
 Tourism Lunch  £  2,786 
     £91,135 
     ======= 
 
Answer to Question No. 1163 of 2006 
 
The number of persons who attended from Gibraltar to each of the Gibraltar Day 
Events in London and the total number of attendees for each event were as follows:- 
 
 Number of Persons from Gibraltar Total Attendances 
Evening Reception 113* 1200 
Finance Centre Lunch 52 140 
Tourism Lunch 21 75 
 
In addition to these figures there were 12 Gibraltar-based journalists at each event. 
 
*This figure does not include the Gibraltar Regiment Band and the Guard of Honour 
by the Gibraltar Regiment. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1164 of 2006 
 
The Gibraltar delegation consisted of:- 
 
The Hon P Caruana Chief Minister 
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The Hon J Holliday Deputy Chief Minister 
The Hon E Britto Minister for Health 
Dr D McCutcheon Chief Executive – GHA 
Mr E Lima Director of Finance – GHA 
Mr J Tipping Finance Centre Director 
Mr J Macano Director Licensing Unit 
Mr F Cantos Media Director 
Mr J Reyes Private Secretary (Legal) to CM 
Mr P Canessa Principal Private Secretary 
Mr N Guerrero Chief Executive – Gib Tourist Board 
Ms S Ramagge Executive Officer – Finance Centre Division 
Ms M Mir-Parody PA to Finance Centre Director 
 
The travel and accommodation costs were £7,211 and £6,073 respectively. 
 
Note 
 
These figures do not include subsistence or incidental expenses and the 
accommodation expenses of the Chief Minister and Media Director have been 
apportioned. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1165 of 2006 
 
The invited guests from Gibraltar whose travel and accommodation costs in relation 
to the Gibraltar Day Events in London were paid by the Government are as follows:- 
 
 Mr P Mifsud 
 Ms A Mascarenhas 
 Mr P Schirmer 
 Mr J Bugeja 
 Mr P Cosquieri 
 Mr G Gonzalez 
 Mr G Sanguinetti 
 Mr A Guerrero 
 Mr C Bossano 
 Mr S Ignacio 
 Ms S Perez Custodio 
 Ms C Podesta 
 Mr M Tampin 
 Mr C Sisarello 
 Mr J Cabezutto 
 
In short, the journalists and the Trade Union representatives.  The cost was £10,115. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1166 of 2006 
 
I now hand the hon Member a schedule showing the members of the British 
Government and Members of Parliament who were invited to the Gibraltar Day Event 
in London and who did not indicate before the event that they would be unable to 
attend.  It is not possible to identify all those who actually attended since no register 
was taken. 
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 540

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1167 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – SPANISH PENSIONS 
 

Can Government confirm whether there are currently any Spanish nationals who 
receive a social security pension based on contributions paid both up to 1969 and 
post 1969 and if so how many? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1168 and 1169 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1168 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – SPANISH PENSIONERS 
 

Can Government state whether there are any “affected Spanish pensioners” residing 
outside Spain and if so how many and where? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1167 and 1169 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1169 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – SPANISH PENSIONERS 
 

Can Government say how many affected Spanish pensioners there are currently, 
who are being written to by the Government explaining the terms of the offer that is to 
be made to them by the UK? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1167 of 2006 
 
I can confirm that there are currently 134 Spanish nationals who receive a social 
security pension based on contributions paid both up to 1969 and after 1969. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1168 of 2006 
 
The list of affected Spanish Pensioners residing outside Spain is as follows:- 
 
 

COUNTRY TOTAL 
Belgium 14 
France 107 
Germany 12 
Gibraltar 4 
Netherlands 4 
Italy 1 
Luxembourg 1 
Portugal 4 
Switzerland 2 
United Kingdom 65 
GRAND TOTAL 214 

 
 
Answer to Question No. 1169 of 2006 
 
There are currently 5,635 affected Spanish pensioners who have already been 
written to, the letters have all gone out.  That is not to suggest that there are more 
still to be written to, they have all been written to, that the Government have written to 
explaining in general terms the offer that is to be made to them by the UK. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1167 TO 1169 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The 134 would not belong to this group that the Chief Minister said had paid before 
and after, as I understand the text of what I have read.  Am I interpreting it correctly 
or not? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, there are 134 pensioners who are still alive and still receiving their pensions 
who contributed both before and after 1969, which I think is what he asks.  In other 
words, their contribution records straggles the key date. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Am I right in saying that the affected group that has been written to would not include 
those? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
They are not beneficiaries of the arrangement, only residents of the European Union 
and for that matter residents in another Member State of the European Union.  Yes, 
they are not written to, no. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1170 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE FUND – ACTUARIAL REVIEW 
 

Can Government confirm whether the current actuarial review of the Social Security 
Fund will include the effect on the fund of the revalorisation of pensions in 2007? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1171 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1171 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL INSURANCE – REVALUATION OF PENSIONS 
 

Can Government state whether it is proposed to revalue social insurance pensions 
payable on 31 March 2007 and, therefore, in the current financial year, or those 
payable on 30 April 2007 and, therefore in the 2007/08 financial year? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1170 of 2006 
 
The current actuarial review of the Social Security Funds does not include the effect 
of the revalorisation of pensions in 2007. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1171 of 2006 
 
Government are committed to revaluing social insurance old age pensions as from 
April 2007 and therefore, the additional costs will take effect in the 2007/2008 
financial year. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1172 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

HOUSING – PRE-WAR SALES ‘TEST CASES’ 
 

Can Government say how long the test is expected to last for the sale of pre-war 
Government housing before Government decide whether to extend the scheme? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1173 to 1175 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1173 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

HOUSING – PRE-WAR ‘TEST CASES’ 
 

Can Government identify the three “test cases” selected in May for the sale of pre-
war Government housing? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1172, 1174 and 1175 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1174 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

HOUSING – PRE-WAR SALES ‘TEST CASES’ 
 

Can Government state what is the floor area and what was the rent of each of the 
three “test cases” of pre-war Government housing sold in May? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1172, 1173 and 1175 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1175 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

HOUSING – PRE-WAR SALES ‘TEST CASES’ 
 

Can Government state at what price the three “test cases” of pre-war Government 
housing have been sold and how was the price arrived at? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1172 of 2006 
 
The test cases are presently being processed.  Upon satisfactory completion of these 
sales, the Government policy is to extend the scheme to any other interested 
tenants.  It is expected that the time scale for this would be a further two or three 
months, depending on issues that might arise.  I should clarify that the test is not 
about whether the Government do or do not extend them, the test is really just to 
make sure at the legal side they are able to be handled and practical issues that 
arise, so that they can be smoothed out for future transactions.  But the test is not as 
to whether the Government want the policy to be extended, we do want the policy to 
be extended, and really what is being rehearsed is the legal implementation of it, the 
documentation, the issues that arise, the issues that tenants are concerned by, how 
they can be accommodated and things of that sort. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1173 of 2006 
 
The three test cases selected are as follows: 
 
 1/3 & 4 Danino’s Ramp 
 3/1 Centre Pavilion Road 
 26 Scud Hill, Electra Flats (7 Flats) 
 
 
Answer to Question Nos. 1174 and 1175 of 2006 
 
I now hand the hon Member a schedule setting out the breakdown of the information 
that he has asked.  Basically, it is the same formula for sales to sitting tenants.  
There is not a particular formula for this policy it is just another example of sale to 
sitting tenants with which the hon Member is familiar. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1172 TO 1175 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
In the case of the first one on the list that the Chief Minister has provided, is the 
£59,400 for the two flats I take it?  It is one price and it says Flats 3 and 4. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, but I think it is one dwelling. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1176 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GOVERNMENT CO-OWNERSHIP PROPERTIES 
 

Can Government say of the properties that have been approved for resale by existing 
owners in the last financial year in co-ownership estates, how many were partly 
owned by the relevant Government property company and give a breakdown by 
estate? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1177 and 1178 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1177 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GOVERNMENT CO-OWNERSHIP PROPERTIES 
 

Can Government state of the properties that were sold by the existing property 
owners in the last financial year, and were partly owned by the relevant Government 
property company, how many resulted in the sale of the balance of the Government 
share and how many resulted in the Government property company still retaining a 
share and give a breakdown by estate? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1176 and 1178 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1178 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GOVERNMENT CO-OWNERSHIP PROPERTIES – SALES COMMISSION 
 

Can Government state whether the Treasury has charged a commission on property 
sales of the Government’s share of co-ownership homes in the months of June, July, 
August and September 2006, and if so, provide the dates, the amounts received and 
the estates where each of the relevant properties is located? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Of the 87 properties that have been approved for resale by existing owners in the last 
financial year, only one flat at Harbour Views was partly owned by a Government-
owned company. 
 
In answer to Question No. 1177 and the information requested in Question No. 1178 
is set out in the schedule which I now hand the hon Member. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1176 TO 1178 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I think the answer I got to Question No. 1176 cannot be right. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, that is why I paused for such a long time, because I was trying to make head 
and tail of the last column. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So in fact, the last column suggests that there was only one property where a share 
was retained as opposed to being told that there was only one property in which 
there was a share before it was sold.  That seems to have been the mistake that had 
been made in the answer.  So, of the 87 that were sold last year the number on this 
list is the numbers and not one as the Chief Minister said when he gave the answer. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I think the hon Member is right because the schedule in Question No. 1171 sets out 
the percentage that was held by the company, the next column says the percentage 
sold and the further column says the percentage balance still held by the company.  
It shows one in respect of which the Government’s share was not sold and all the 
others the Government’s share was sold out in full.  That is not consistent with the 
answer to Question No. 1176.  So if the hon Member will bear with me I will have that 
clarified for him for Monday and bring the information back to him in the House.  I 
need to clarify which is the accurate one. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It would appear that the one is the 40 per cent that the share was held, they just gave 
the one in answer to the wrong question. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes.  There is one left, all the others the Government got out of. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1179 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GOVERNMENT CO-OWNERSHIP PROPERTIES 
 

Can Government state whether persons who are in Gibraltar on 3-year contracts of 
employment and are British Citizens, are considered to have been residing here 
permanently and, therefore, eligible to purchase in co-ownership estates from 100 
per cent owners? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1180 and 1181 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1180 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GOVERNMENT CO-OWNERSHIP PROPERTIES 
 

Can Government confirm that persons who are permanently and continuously 
residing in Gibraltar for 3 or more years, but are of a nationality other than British are 
not permitted to purchase properties from 100 per cent owners in co-ownership 
estates? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1179 and 1181 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1181 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GOVERNMENT CO-OWNERSHIP PROPERTIES 
 

Can Government confirm that the sale of the properties that are currently owned 
partly by a Government property company, can only be purchased by persons who 
are eligible to be on the Government waiting list for rented accommodation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Currently the policy is that persons who are in Gibraltar on a three year contract of 
employment and are British Citizens are considered eligible to purchase in co-
ownership estates, irrespective of percentage ownership, when they have resided in 
Gibraltar for three years or more.  So it is the length of period of residence in 
Gibraltar rather than the length of the contract that they have.  They could have a 
three year contract and be at the beginning of it and not have been here for three 
years.  So it is resident in Gibraltar for three years or more, rather than simply being 
in possession of a contract for three years but not have yet served three years, better 
put it that way.   
 
Persons of British or EU nationality who have resided permanently and continuously 
in Gibraltar for three years or more are permitted to purchase properties irrespective 
of percentage ownership in co-ownership estates.  Properties that are currently 
owned partly by a Government property company can only be purchased by persons 
who are eligible to be on the Government waiting list for rented accommodation, or 
are British or EU nationals who have resided in Gibraltar for three years or more. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1179 TO 1181 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I am not sure those answers make sense.  They are certainly not consistent with the 
ones that we got in the last House, so either the policy has changed…. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I started by saying, ‘currently the policy is’. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I see, so the policy that there was in June was not this, can the Chief Minister confirm 
that?  Or is it that the answer we got in June was a misinterpretation of the policy? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I do not know what answer the hon Member is referring to. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The answer that the Chief Minister gave to questions which, of course, led to these 
questions being put in order to obtain further clarification was, previously in June, that 
the eligibility was to buy from 100 per cent owned properties and not from partly 
owned properties.  Now the Chief Minister has told me today, first, in answer to 
Question No. 1179, that irrespective of the percentage three years’ residence allows 
purchase.  Irrespective of the percentage I take to mean irrespective of whether it is 
50/50 or 100 per cent.  That is the answer he has given me.  Then he says in 
Question No. 1181, given that he had told me in the last House that the people who 
could buy properties where the Government had a share, were only people who were 
eligible to be on the waiting list, he has now told me that the people who are eligible 
to be on the waiting list are British and EU nationals with three years residence.   
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Not people who are on the waiting list.  No, I said British or EU nationals who have 
resided permanently and continuously in Gibraltar for three years or more, are 
permitted to purchase property irrespective of ownership in a co-ownership estate.  
The eligibility to be on the Government waiting lists only applies, rather, properties 
that are currently owned partly by Government can only be purchased by persons 
who are eligible to be on the Government waiting list for rented accommodation, or 
are British or EU nationals who are resident.  They are not entitled to be on the 
waiting list, it is a second qualification. 
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HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Yes, but the qualification in the meeting in June was that if the house was 100 per 
cent owned it could be sold to somebody who has lived here for three years and was 
British.  Now that has been further expanded to British and other EU nationals, but 
the Chief Minister was quite specific in saying to me that there was still a limit to the 
sale of the house that was partly Government owned.  Therefore, the Chief Minister 
will remember that he explained that they could buy 10 per cent and then the 
Government would own, say 40 per cent.  That relationship with the Government 
owning 40 per cent and somebody else owning 60 per cent, was only open if the 
purchaser was eligible to join the waiting list.  Well look, if now it is whether he is 
eligible to join the waiting list or he is British, and nobody can be on the waiting list 
unless they are British, the waiting list is now irrelevant. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, the Government are always under pressure from requests from all and sundry 
for this and the perimeters of policy are constantly reviewed.  The policy of the 
Government is that, to the extent that a house continues to enjoy from tax payers 
support, it should not be available to be purchased by somebody who has just arrived 
and just wants to buy a property in Gibraltar.  That is the underlying policy 
philosophy.  It is not always easy because there are different circumstances and 
different people, but there is one part of the answer to the question and therefore, it 
may well be that there has been a change since June and those that have sent me in 
with this answer obviously believe that there has.  Nevertheless, there is one part of 
the answer that I would like him to give me the opportunity to partially withdraw and 
check.  It is the bit about whether British and EU nationals, in other words, British 
Nationals who are not entitled to be on the Housing Waiting List and EU nationals 
who are not entitled to be on the Waiting List, can simply after three years’ residence 
buy on co-ownership terms.  In other words, without buying out 100 per cent.  I do 
not think that is right.  Let me say that it is pretty academic because what they do is 
that they can still buy the property but they buy 100 per cent because the owner buys 
up the Government’s share to then sell 100 per cent to the buyer.  That is how it 
turns out in practice, but I do not think that we are allowing the 50/50, 60/40, 70/30, 
80/20 principle to apply to people who are not eligible to be on the Government 
Housing Waiting List.  But I accept that in answer to Question No. 1181 I have 
indicated to him the opposite.  I would like the opportunity to check that because I 
have not come across any such case where that has been allowed and I just want to 
check that it is or is not policy before I tell him that it is. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
If there has not been a conscious policy change since June then I can tell him that 
that is what he told me in June, and I was just seeking confirmation that that was still 
the position. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
It does not sound right to me but I will check it and confirm it to him on Monday. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1182 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX – CORPORATION TAX 
 

What was the amount of Company Tax collected in each month since May 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1183 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1183 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX – CORPORATION TAX 
 

As at the end of September 2006 how many companies, in each tax year 1995/1996 
to 2004/2005 had been assessed for Company Tax and what were the amounts of 
tax payable and paid in respect of each tax year? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information that he has 
requested. 
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Answer to Question 1183 of 2006 
 
Answer to Question 1182 
 
The Corporation Tax collected (net of refunds) in months of June 2006 to September 
2006 is: 
 

 £M 
June 2006 0.94 
July 2006 1.08 
August 2006 0.25 
September 2006 0.18 

 
 
Answer to Question 1183 
 

 1995/96 
£m 

1996/97 
£m 

1997/98
£m 

1998/99
£m 

1999/00
£m 

2000/01
£m 

2001/02
£m 

2002/03 
£m 

2003/04
£m 

2004/05
£m 

           
Assessed 15.8 15.6 19.8 25.9 90.2 28.7 31.0 36.2 37.6 32.3 
           
Discharged 5.8 5.1 9.2 11.2 76.4 15.4 16.3 19.6 14.5 10.1 
 10.0 10.5 10.6 14.7 13.8 13.3 14.7 16.6 23.1 22.2 
           
Paid 9.5 10.3 10.4 14.4 13.6 13.2 14.1 15.5 21.7 19.5 
           
Outstanding 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.6 1.1 1.4 2.7 
           
           
No of 
Companies 

 
1446 

 
1419 

 
1468 

 
1460 

 
1546 

 
1585 

 
1541 

 
1527 

 
1565 

 
1471 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1181 AND 1183 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Would the Chief Minister be in a position to confirm whether the higher than 
anticipated amounts that came in, in the year before last, would by now have been 
reflected in the appropriate year in this return or not?  Does he know whether it has 
happened? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I cannot without notice, but if he is particularly interested in that if he will write in I will 
pass the letter to the Commissioner of Income Tax and he can provide the 
information but I just do not know. 



 567

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1184 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GOVERNMENT CO-OWNERSHIP PROPERTIES 
 

Can Government say of the properties that were sold by the existing property owners 
in the last financial year, and were 100 per cent owned, in co-ownership estates, how 
many were sold to British citizens residing in Gibraltar permanently and continuously 
for 3 years or more, and how many were sold to persons eligible to apply for 
Government rented accommodation giving a breakdown by estate? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Estate No. of flats sold to 
British Citizens 

No. of flats sold to 
persons eligible for 

Government housing 
Sir William Jackson Grove 4 16 
Montagu Gardens 3 16 
Montagu Crescent 2 5 
Harbour Views 5 25 
Westview Park 1 5 
Brympton 1 4 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1185 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX – CORPORATION TAX 
 

As at the end of September 2006 how many companies had declared taxable profits: 
 

(a) above £35,000; and 
(b) below £35,000 
 

for each of the tax years 1998/1999 to 2005/2006, and what was the tax assessed 
and paid in each category and year? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1186 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1186 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX – CORPORATION TAX 
 

As at the end of September 2006 how many companies had been assessed by 
Commissioner of Income Tax without having made a return of taxable profit: 
  

(a) above £35,000; and 
(b) below £35,000 
 

for each of the tax years 1998/1999 to 2005/2006, and what was the tax assessed 
and paid in each case for each category and each year? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

I now hand the hon Member a schedule that provides, in part, the information that he 
seeks. 
 
I am advised by the Commissioner of Income Tax that the statistical information 
required regarding Qualifying Companies is no longer held electronically and cannot 
be provided.  Efforts made in attempting to extract the information manually, as per 
my answer to Question No. 807 of 2006, have proved unsuccessful on this occasion. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1185 AND 1186 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Can I just point out that having taken on board the argument in the last answers, I 
actually omitted to ask about the Qualifying Companies on this occasion. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
The problem with the hon Members always asking the same questions is that the 
people who prepare the answers get into the same habit. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1187 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

Can Government provide the breakdown for the financial years 2001/2002, 
2002/2003 and 2003/2004 of the PAYE collected showing the amounts paid by 
employers and the amount paid on assessment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

 Financial Year 
2001/2002 

£m 

Financial Year 
2002/2003 

£m 

Financial Year 
2003/2004 

£m 
 

PAYE Tax 
(Paid by Employers) 

 
55.4 

 
60.2 

 
64.1 

PAYE Assessments 
(including Section 88) 

 
1.1 

 
1.1 

 
1.2 

 56.5 61.3 65.3 
Refunds 1.6 1.6 1.6 
 54.9 59.7 63.7 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1188 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

Can Government state what was the level of PAYE arrears in respect of self-
employed at 31 March 2005 and 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1189 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1189 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

How much was collected in PAYE each month since March 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1188 of 2006 
 
The statistical information requested by the hon Member regarding the level of PAYE 
arrears in respect of self employed employers as at 31st March 2005 and 31st March 
2006 is not available. 
 
The Commissioner of Income Tax advises me that the system in place to extract 
such data does not classify employers by category.  Furthermore, because the 
arrears figure is a continually changing figure, it is not possible from the PAYE 
arrears records held by the Tax Office to retrospectively extract the information in any 
form of category. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1189 of 2006 
 
 

 £M 
April 2006 6.69 
May 2006 6.63 
June 2006 6.30 
July 2006 8.08 
August 2006 5.09 
September 2006 5.98 

 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1188 AND 1189 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The question is whether the Government can provide the level of arrears in respect 
of self-employed persons.  I am not very sure why the answer talks about not 
classifying employers by category.  What does that mean?  I am not talking about 
employers at all.  I am not sure what the term ‘self-employed employers’ means. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, nor am I, it is continuously perplexing because the answer to his question is 
provided to me by way of information for possible supplementary questions.  Can he 
repeat the question? 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Let the Chief Minister forget about the employer bit and give me the self-employed? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes indeed.  I am told that if what the hon Member really seeks is the arrears figure 
for self-employed tax payers, that is all individuals assessed except all those under 
the PAYE regime, the answer would be (a) arrears of self-employed as at 31st March 
2005 - £7.7 million; arrears of self-employed as at 31st March 2006 - £9.17 million.  
For some reason, which I cannot fathom, the Income Tax Office has interpreted the 
question as not being that and have provided me with the information on the basis 
that that might be what he was seeking, but it is perfectly clear that that was what the 
original question was seeking.  I really do not understand why the tangent.  I 
apologise. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1190 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

Can Government state, as at the 30th September 2006, how many employers had 
failed to submit an annual return of PAYE deduction for employees for the tax year 
2004/2005? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1191 to 1195 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1191 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

Can Government state, as at the 30th September 2006, how many employers had 
failed to submit an annual return of PAYE deduction for employees and the total 
amount of tax deducted for the tax year 2005/2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1190 and 1192 to 1195 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1192 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

Can Government state, as at the 30th September 2006, how many of the employers 
who had submitted an annual return of PAYE deduction for employees for the tax 
year 2004/2005 had amounts outstanding and what was the total of such amounts? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1190, 1191 and 1193 to 1195 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1193 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

Can Government state, as at the 30th September 2006, how many of the employers 
who had submitted an annual return of PAYE deduction for employees for the tax 
year 2005/2006 had amounts outstanding and what was the total of such amounts? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1190 to 1192, 1194 and 1195 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1194 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

Can Government state, as at the 30th September 2006, how many employers had 
submitted an annual return of PAYE deduction for employees for the tax year 
2004/2005? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1190 to 1193 and 1195 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1195 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

Can Government state, as at the 30th September 2006, how many employers had 
submitted an annual return of PAYE deduction for employees for the tax year 
2005/2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The information sought by the hon Member in his questions is set out on the 
schedule now handed to him. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1196 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX -PAYE 
 

Can Government state of the PAYE deductions from Government employees for the 
tax year 2004/2005 how much was in respect of deductions from pensions 
attributable to the 1,826 Pensioners identified in answer to Question No. 438 of 
2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

For the tax year 2004/2005, a total of £1.2 million was collected by way of PAYE from 
tax from 1,826 Government Pensioners. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1197 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

Based on the 2004/2005 employers annual statement, declaration and certificate 
submitted to date, what was the PAYE payable by area of employment and number 
of employees as follows: 
 

(a) MOD; 
(b) Gibraltar Government; 
(c) Government owned/JV companies; and 
(d) Private sector employment? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1198 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1198 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - PAYE 
 

Based on the 2005/2006 employers annual statement, declaration and certificate 
submitted to date, what was the PAYE payable by area of employment as follows: 
 

(a) MOD; 
(b) Gibraltar Government; 
(c) Government owned/JV companies; and 
(d) Private sector employment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information that he has 
requested. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1199 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

INCOME TAX - RECEIPTS 
 

Can Government explain what is the source of the difference in receipts from Income 
Tax for 2004/2005 of £844,211 between the answer given to Question No. 801 of 
2006 and the figure shown on page 17 of the Approved Estimates of Revenue and 
Expenditure in the column showing the actual revenue for that year? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Section 40 
(Withholding tax on interest) 
 

 
£600,000 

Section 88 
(PAYE assessments collected through 
employers) 
 

 
 

£200,000 

 £800,000 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1200 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

STAMP DUTY 
 

Can Government state what has been the amount collected in each month since May 
2006 from the £10 Stamp Duty on share issues? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The amount collected from the £10 Stamp Duty on share issues is as follows: 
 

June  £2,120.00 
July  £1,445.00 
August  £1,610.00 
September £1,440.00 

 
The hon Member, I know, asks this sort of questions to reconstruct revenue and 
expenditure but can I remind him that the reason why this tax exists is not 
Government revenue at all.  This would have been done away with but the industry 
needs there to be such a thing in order for certain structures to work in other 
countries. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1201 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

STAMP DUTY – PROPERTY SALES 
 

Can Government now state what has been the revenue yield per month of the 1.65 
per cent Stamp Duty on property sales since May 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1202 and 1203 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1202 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

STAMP DUTY 
 

Can Government now state how many properties have been approved as qualifying 
for Zero Stamp Duty on its sale in each month since June 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1201 and 1203 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1203 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

STAMP DUTY 
 

Can Government state how much has been collected as Stamp Duty in each month 
since May 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1201 of 2006 
 
The revenue yield in respect of the 1.6 per cent (not 1.65 per cent) duty that was paid 
is as follows: 
 

June    £1,056.00 
July                Nil 
August    £4,160.00 
September £13,760.00 

 
 
Answer to Question No. 1202 of 2006 
 
The number of properties which have qualified for Zero Stamp Duty on their sale is 
as follows: 
 

June  25 
July  11 
August  26 
September 20 

 
 
Answer to Question No. 1203 of 2006 
 
Stamp Duty collected in June, July, August and September is as follows: 
 

June  £   84,214.85 
July  £ 101,155.28 
August  £ 189,902.22 
September £ 164,184.94 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1204 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GIBRALTAR SAVINGS BANK 
 

Can Government provide the level of Government deposits in the Gibraltar Savings 
Bank as at the end of September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1205 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1205 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GIBRALTAR SAVINGS BANK 
 

Can Government provide the level of non-Government deposits in the Gibraltar 
Savings Bank giving a breakdown of on-call accounts, debentures, bonds and 
ordinary accounts as at the end of September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1204 of 2006 
 
Tentative figures for Government deposits in the Gibraltar Savings Bank as at the 
end of September 2006 amount to £73.6 million as follows: 
 

 £m 
Government Liquid Reserves 51.2 
GDC – Insolvency Fund 2.2 
Special Funds 20.2 
 73.6 

 
 
Answer to Question No. 1205 of 2006 
 
Tentative figures for non-Government deposits held in the Gibraltar Savings Bank as 
at the end of September 2006 amount to £144.5 million as follows: 
 

 £m 
On-Call Investment Accounts 23.2 
Debentures 89.6 
Bonds 7.7 
Ordinary Accounts 24.0 
 144.5 

 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1204 AND 1205 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I think I asked the Chief Minister on a previous occasion whether now that the 
Government have got their own monthly Debenture sales, they had discontinued the 
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Savings Bank and he was not able to give me an answer because he was not sure.  
Does he know whether these are still on sale or are they sort of running down as 
people redeem Debentures? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I think they run down as people redeem them and they are not re-issued, they are re-
issued through the Bank.  It is a balancing act because, in effect, what is happening 
is that the £50 million Debenture that expired has in effect been re-financed through 
these sorts of Government Debentures.  Of course, the Government have a capped 
borrowing limit of £100 million so we cannot carry on doing that and at some stage, if 
there is continuing demand for deposits, they will have to again start.  I cannot tell 
him at this point in time where that equilibrium stands but it must be by now very 
close to the glass ceiling, if indeed not already. 



 595

ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1206 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GIBRALTAR SAVINGS BANK 
 

Can Government provide a breakdown of the sources of funds deposited with the 
Gibraltar Savings Bank amounting to £54 million and £89 million at the close of the 
financial years 2004/2005 and 2005/2006 respectively? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1207 and 1208 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1207 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GIBRALTAR SAVINGS BANK 
 

Can Government explain what was the source of the £15.6 million increase in 
Gibraltar Savings Bank non-Government deposits in On-Call Investment Accounts in 
the financial year 2005/2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1206 and 1208 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1208 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GIBRALTAR SAVINGS BANK 
 

Can Government explain why it expects that Government Deposits in the Gibraltar 
Savings Bank will decline by £35 million in the current financial year? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answer to Question No. 1206 of 2006 
 
The source of Government deposits in the Gibraltar Savings Bank at the end of 
March 2005 and March 2006 is as follows: 
 
March 2005 Actual 

£m 
Government Liquid Reserves 30.7 
GDC – Insolvency Fund 3.3 
Special Funds 19.8 
 53.8 
 
 
March 2006 Forecast 

Outturn 
£m 

 
Actual 

£m 
Government Liquid Reserves 65.0 71.1 
GDC – Insolvency Fund 3.5 2.4 
Special Funds 20.9 20.0 
 89.4 93.5 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1207 of 2006 
 
The source of the £15.6 million increase in Gibraltar Savings Bank non-Government 
deposits is attributable to a deposit by Gibraltar Community Care Trust. 
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Answer to Question No. 1208 of 2006 
 
The Savings Bank estimated that Government deposits were likely to fall by around 
£35 million.   This was mainly attributable to the following:- 
 

• An estimated reduction in company balances held in Government Deposit 
Accounts of between £20 million and £25 million; 

• An increase in liquid reserves held by other banks (Barclays and Natwest) of 
approximately £8 million to £10 million.  

 
In other words, a projected reduction in balances due to capital projects and other 
expenditure. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1206 TO 1208 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
£20 million of which is from the companies and the balance of the £15 million is from 
the Government accounts?  Have I understood the answer correctly? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
It was an estimated reduction of £20 million to £25 million in company balances and 
this is the bit of the answer that I do not understand, an increase in liquid reserves 
held by other banks of approximately, yes I do understand it.  In other words, £8 
million to £10 million worth of Government liquid reserves which were held by the 
Gibraltar Savings Bank will be held by other banks. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
They have been moved. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
They have been moved, exactly. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1209 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

REVOLVING LOAN FACILITIES 
 

Can Government state what has been the amount of outstanding Government debt in 
respect of the revolving loan from local banks in each month since May 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

In each month it has been £5 million from each of Barclays and Natwest, totalling 
together £10 million. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1209 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
There has been no change? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No change. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1210 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

CURRENCY NOTES 
 

Can Government explain why it expects to have to spend £350,000 on currency 
notes in the current financial year? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The £350,000 refers to the cost of re-printing currency notes to replenish stocks held 
by the Treasury Department, as follows: 
 

£10  x     500,000 
£20  x  1,000,000 
£50  x     100,000 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1211 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA – SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT (DONATIONS) 
 

Can Government explain why the donations of £820,000 received by the Gibraltar 
Health Authority in 2005/2006 were not reflected in the forecast outturn for 
2005/2006 tabled in the House? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Taking as already debated the exchange that he had this morning on a slightly 
different aspect of this matter, although donations received by the Gibraltar Health 
Authority in 2005/2006 are not reflected in the main body of the Estimates of the 
Authority, there is a footnote to the Estimates referring to such donations, including 
the amount received.  However, donations are shown under a Capital Account in the 
Annual Accounts of the Government for the year 2005/2006.  I suppose the answer 
might have been wholly different and a bit less helpfully, but of course the Appendix 
G which is what he is referring to, is actually not forecast outturns on the Budget but 
it is still a forecast outturn in terms of the appendix.  He is referring to Appendix G of 
the Health Authority attached to the back of the Estimates Booklet, that is how the 
Treasury has chosen to deal for accounting purposes with donations, as capital 
receipts. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1211 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I am aware that it is in the footnote, the question is why is it in the footnote?  To tell 
me that it is not in the body of the accounts because it is in the footnote, when I am 
asking why it is not in the accounts, having already raised the question at the time 
and being told that it seemed sensible to expect it to be there.  I have already 
acknowledged in an earlier part of these proceedings that I am well aware that the 
appendix is not part of the accounts but then I asked, having had the accounts for 
2004 tabled today and being told that there was a sum of money of £73,000 brought 
forward from previous donations, we were not able to discover where they are and if 
what we are being told now is that eventually, when the 2005/2006 audited accounts 
of the Government appear in 2008, it will be in a capital account in the Government 
as opposed to being in the Health Authority, I am not sure that this is consistent with 
the Ordinance.  If somebody gives money to the Health Authority does the Ordinance 
not require that to be shown in the Health Authority accounts as opposed to 
somewhere else? 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Well,  that is not the view to which the Accountant General and the Financial and 
Development Secretary have come up with.  They have come to the precise opposite 
conclusion, that the requirements of the law are that donations should not be 
reflected as income for Consolidated Fund purposes and that they should be held in 
a capital account.  Of course I did not mean by my answer to suggest that he was not 
aware that it was in the footnote, I know that he is aware it is in the footnote, it is 
reflected in the question.  The purpose of my answer was to show, look, it actually 
does not have to be reflected here at all, yet in order to flag it up so that the hon 
Member precisely knows that it exists and does not have to wait to find out that it 
exists until the publication of the capital account, which would otherwise be the first 
time that he would know about it, it is flagged up in the footnote.  I was not meaning 
to say, look it is in the footnote as if he did not know that it was, I was trying to say 
that because the Financial Secretary and the Accountant General had concluded that 
it has to be accounted for, the way it is accounted for, we nevertheless flag it up in 
the footnote so that at least they are aware of it, otherwise they would not even be 
aware of it.  Now, I do not know what the legal stipulation is and I cannot debate with 
him the matter.  These are not decisions taken by Ministers, if that is the way that the 
Treasury considers it has to be properly accounted for because it is a gift and it is not 
Government revenue and it is not a fee payable for the provision of a Government 
service, if they have come to the conclusion that this cannot be accounted for in the 
Consolidated Fund or in the Improvement and Development Fund even, it makes no 
difference to us how it is accounted for but we do make sure that at least it is pointed 
out to the House that the thing has been received so that they are aware of it.  The 
hon Member, of course, is free to ask questions about how it has been spent, on 
what and all of that but the accounting treatment in terms of bookkeeping is not a 
matter for us. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
We are, in fact, going over earlier ground.  I do not know whether the Chief Minister 
was listening because it is not the accounting treatment, although it does raise an 
important point about the accounting treatment.  The Chief Minister has said the 
Treasury has come to the conclusion it should not go into the Consolidated Fund.  I 
am not suggesting it should go into the Consolidated Fund at all, as Government 
revenue.  What I am saying precisely is the very opposite, that it is not Government 
revenue.  In fact, the whole business of setting up Agencies and Authorities with 
statutory requirements on accounts, is that the money that belongs to them does not 
form part of the Consolidated Fund.  So I would have thought that if I made a 
contribution to the Health Authority……… 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I am sorry I may have misled the hon Member, when I say the annual accounts of the 
Government I assume it is in that part of the annual accounts of the Government that 
deals with the Gibraltar Heritage Trust and we are referring to the booklet rather than 
to a particular……… 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
It is Health Authority not Heritage Trust. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, I do not mean Heritage Trust. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I think that would confuse the picture even more. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No, I do not mean the Heritage Trust I mean the accounts of the Health Authority 
which are at page 160, for example, in the booklet Annual Accounts of the 
Government of Gibraltar.  I am not suggesting that it would be in the Consolidated 
Fund or in the Improvement and Development Fund of the Government of Gibraltar 
but all of those accounts, including of all the Agencies, appear in the booklet headed 
‘Government of Gibraltar Annual Accounts’, and that is the place, I assume 
consistently with what the hon Member is saying, that it will feature in the part relating 
to the accounts of the Gibraltar Health Authority which, for example, in the book for 
the year 2004/2005 which has been tabled today is at page 160. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
He did say in his earlier reply that the view was that it should not go into the 
Consolidated Fund.  Of course, can I draw his attention to the fact that the footnote in 
page 163 says, ‘these accounts are not the audited accounts of the Authority’.  So, 
this is here as the equivalent of the appendix in the green paper in the approved 
estimates, not as the audited accounts of the Gibraltar Health Authority.  So if the 
money were to appear in this book it would not appear as part of the Health Authority 
because that is not where it goes.  The Health Authority accounts have been tabled 
in this House for the year 2004 not for the year 2005. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Well certainly in the audited accounts for the Health Authority for the year 31st March 
2004 which have been tabled today, for example, there is no heading ‘donations’.  
Whether that means that it just happens that there were not any in that year, or 
whether it means that actually this is going to be accounted for under the 
Government, I do not know but I will find out and I will let the hon Member know. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
Yes, subsequent to this morning’s discussion I was told at lunchtime in the office that 
the donations have never appeared in the accounts of the GHA ever since the GHA 
was started in 1988 under the Opposition Members.   
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Under the previous members. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
What did he say?  Under the previous Members opposite?  Who are the previous 
members opposite? 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The party which the hon Member used to belong to previously was the party that 
included the Health Authority in 1987. 
 
 
HON LT-COL E M BRITTO: 
 
The first accounts were presented in 1988 by the Government where the hon 
Member was the Chief Minister.  Anyway, the point being that I was told in the office 
at lunchtime that they have never, rightly or wrongly, they have never appeared in the 
accounts of the GHA.  Whether that is correct or not correct is what we are looking at 
today but it never appeared there. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It is not just a matter of accounting, as I pointed out this morning, it is also a matter 
that one of the things that emerged because the amount is bigger than normal, 
otherwise probably he would not have noticed it, was that we learned this morning 
that £350,000, almost half the money, of the money provided in 1996 had apparently 
been allocated on paper to expenditure that had been met in 2003 and voted for by 
the House in 2003.  That is to say, in the financial year 2002/2003 the House 
approved expenditure of £330,000 for the CT Scan. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
We financed the expenditure that……… 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Yes I accept that, but what I find strange is that somebody donates that money to the 
Health Authority and the Health Authority actually does not get the £350,000 to 
spend on equipment now because it is clawed back in respect of expenditure that 
was made three years ago.  That surely cannot have been the intention of this 
accounting exercise.  There are two issues here.  One is whether it is properly 
accounted as Government revenue as opposed to Health Authority revenue and 
secondly, whether the money that is gifted can finish up being used for something 
that is not equipment for the Health Authority. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
It is equipment for the Health Authority, it is just equipment that was going to be 
purchased anyway and would have been refinanced otherwise.  If somebody says, 
‘here is £1 million for equipment for the Health Authority’ and the Health Authority 
says, ‘well alright I will apply it towards a scanner that I have already bought’, that is 
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equipment for the Health Authority.  It just saves the Government, in effect, 
refinances the figure the hon Member mentioned for the equipment.  It would have 
been another matter if the Government receives, or the Health Authority receives a 
donation for equipment for the Health Authority and the Government spends it on 
sending sponsored patients or some recurrent item of expenditure, salaries or 
wages, or sponsored patients, or prescription medicines.  That would be in breach of 
the purpose of the gift but I am not sure.  It is a matter of opinion, the hon Member is 
entitled to whichever he wishes but I am not at all sure that it is as objectionable as 
the hon Member is suggesting. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, I have to say it is a matter of judgement but I put it to him that if somebody is 
giving money to the Health Authority and the Health Authority does not get the 
benefit of that money in 2006 because it is notionally allocated to money that was 
previously spent, three years earlier, out of public funds provided by the House of 
Assembly, then I would have thought it is worse that that £330,000 should finish up 
being used for something totally different to the Health Service and that it should be 
used for some other aspect of the Health Service that is not equipment.  If at the very 
least the money was retained by the Health Authority, the £330,000 was available to 
the Health Authority so that they could spend it on future equipment, then they would 
still be getting the benefit.  As it is, they are worse off than they were before they got 
the £330,000. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I am informed by my Colleague that we are going over ground that we have already 
gone over this morning, or that the hon Member had gone over this morning.  My 
Colleague is informing me, I did not know this, that actually this was done specifically 
at the request of the donor because they particularly wanted their money to be seen 
to have gone towards the purchase of this radiological equipment, which was the first 
time Gibraltar had ever had equipment of this sort and they were particularly keen.  It 
was at their request and they are making a gift for the purchase of equipment, what is 
the Government going to say?  ‘No, no, thank you very much I am not prepared to 
apply the money for the purpose because this should go on new equipment and 
therefore I am not prepared to apply it for that purpose’.  Now, I do not know whether 
in that year the GHA’s budget was therefore reduced and they were not able to 
purchase other equipment, I do not know, but certainly any suggestion that this is 
somehow improper in relation to the intention of the donor is not sustainable in this 
case. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
We are going over the same ground because, in fact, he has repeated the argument 
of his Colleague, I will now have to repeat the answer I gave his Colleague when his 
Colleague put that argument, for his benefit.  What I am saying is, I was not for one 
moment suggesting to him this morning that he should say to the Bonita Trust, ‘look, 
you have to keep the £350,000 because if what you want is to have your name on 
the scanner saying donated by the Bonita Trust, I am not prepared to do that and I 
would rather forfeit £350,000’.  That was not what I was saying to him.  I was saying 
to him, ‘surely as Minister for Health you should have put up an argument with the 
Treasury saying well look, they are giving us £350,000 to buy equipment but they 
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would prefer that the equipment that they have deemed to have bought in 2006 is the 
one that we bought with our money in 2003, and therefore we should now have the 
benefit of that money for other equipment’.  What he is saying to me is that that is not 
how it works, the Treasury keeps the money.  Well look, I do not see why they should 
but if it is a matter of policy and they agree with that view then fine, that is the view 
they are defending and they are entitled to have that view.  We do not agree, we 
think the money should stay in the Health Authority where it was intended to go. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1212 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state how much expenditure has been attributed to each of the 
Gibraltar Health Authority, the Gibraltar Development Corporation and the Elderly 
Care Agency in the year 2000/2001 for the purpose of adjusting the audited figure of 
Departmental Expenditure of £91.8 million to arrive at the figure of £114.3 million 
given in answer to Question No. 816 of 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1213 to 1215 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1213 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state how much expenditure has been attributed to each of the 
Gibraltar Health Authority, the Gibraltar Development Corporation and the Elderly 
Care Agency in the year 2001/2002 for the purpose of adjusting the audited figure of 
Departmental Expenditure of £99.1 million to arrive at the figure of £121.6 million 
given in answer to Question No. 817 of 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1212, 1214 and 1215 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1214 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state how much expenditure has been attributed to each of the 
Gibraltar Health Authority, the Gibraltar Development Corporation and the Elderly 
Care Agency in the year 2002/2003 for the purpose of adjusting the audited figure of 
Departmental Expenditure of £110.2 million to arrive at the figure of £133 million 
given in answer to Question No. 818 of 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1212, 1213 and 1215 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1215 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state how much expenditure has been attributed to each of the 
Gibraltar Health Authority, the Gibraltar Development Corporation, the Elderly Care 
Agency and the Gibraltar Electricity Authority in the year 2003/2004 for the purpose 
of adjusting the audited figure of Departmental Expenditure of £95.8 million to arrive 
at the figure of £139 million given in answer to Question No. 819 of 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

The annually adjusted figures of Consolidated Fund expenditure, which are being 
referred to by the hon Member, appear to have been arrived at by him from Note 3 to 
the Annual Accounts. 
 
Although the adjusted departmental expenditure figures in respect of the year 
2003/2004 and 2002/2003 have been correctly stated as £95.8 million and £110.2 
million respectively, the adjusted departmental expenditure figures for 2001/2002 and 
2000/2001 appear to have been erroneously arrived at by the hon Member.  These 
adjusted figures should read £102.7 million and £95.8 million respectively. 
 
 
Answers to Question Nos. 1212 to 1215 of 2006 
 
I now hand the hon Member a statement which shows details of the adjustments to 
the audited figures for Consolidated Fund departmental expenditure as given in 
answer to Question No. 819 of 2006.  The adjusted figures reflect the revised 
Consolidated Fund departmental expenditure after deducting the contributions to the 
Authorities and Agencies shown respectively in Note 3 of the Annual Accounts. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1212 TO 1215 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So, the answer that was given in Question No. 819 of 2006, which said for each of 
the years in question departmental expenditure as itemised in the Estimates is 
adjusted to include total expenditure and to exclude grants, subventions, 
contributions, is not in fact the column that appeared in answer to that question.  The 
first column which is the one that has been repeated as the first line in the answer 
provided on this occasion.  Am I right? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I do not have in front of me the text of the question.  If he can repeat it slowly perhaps 
I can follow him. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
In answer to the question on the last occasion when I was trying to establish how 
these calculations were done, what the Chief Minister said that for each of the years 
in question 2000/2001, 2002/2003, the four years we are looking at, the departmental 
expenditure as itemised in the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure is adjusted to 
include total expenditure on the Health Service, GDC, Elderly Care Agency and 
Electricity Authority and to exclude grants, subventions, contributions to funds and 
such other transfer payments.  Then he provided a figure, which was £114.3 million, 
£121.6 million, £133 million and £139 million.  Is he saying that those figures are 
before the adjustment, because the impression given in the answer was that that was 
the figure arrived at after the adjustment? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No, it is before the adjustment.  This is something that is done, as he knows, to avoid 
double counting of the same pound note in both the Government Department and in 
the Authority which actually spends it on something real.  The first line of figures are 
before the adjustments.  In other words, before the deduction of the contribution to 
the Agencies and Authorities.  I have not got the answer in front of me to see whether 
it was open to that misinterpretation or not.  I just have not got the text, perhaps if he 
can read the text. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Similarly, it first reads what I have just read to him and then it goes on to say, 
similarly Consolidated Fund Recurrent Expenditure is adjusted to exclude transfer 
payments in the form of pensions, contributions to social insurance stamps as well as 
public debt charges, which is in fact the subject matter of the questions that come 
afterwards.  So, the Chief Minister then went on and said, ‘therefore, the figure that I 
should have mentioned in my question as being the figure subject to adjustment 
should have been £155.5 million, £170.2 million, £178.9 million, £196.6 million, which 
were precisely the figures that I had used.  His answer finished up telling me that I 
should have used the figures that I did use.  This is why I felt, after careful thought, 
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that I needed to come back again and try to get an explanation that made more 
sense than the one that I was given the last time.  Therefore, in drawing his attention 
to this, perhaps we can have a copy made of his answer so that the Chief Minister 
will be able to follow what I am saying.  Given that the adjusted figure is supposed to 
be what he has given me now, if we just take for example the most recent year, 
2003/2004.  If we take 2003/2004, which is the most recent figure and which is the 
actual Question No. 819 of 2006 which was answered with all the rest, there the 
figure in the columns that I was given the last time consisted of the £139 million plus 
the £26 million from Consolidated Fund Charges.  Those two were added together to 
arrive at the correct figure of Government spending.  Now, that answer is entirely 
inconsistent, as I understand his explanation today, to what he has given me.  If he 
looks at the information that is in answer to Question No. 819 of 2006, he will see 
that the line starts off with £139 million, which is the figure at the top of the column in 
2003/2004.  It says Departmental Expenditure £139 million; Consolidated Fund 
Expenditure £26.2 million; Total £165.2 million.  Now, if we should not be using the 
£139 million and we should be using the £95.8 million he has given me today……… 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I do not understand what the hon Member is actually referring to.  The question that I 
am answering today and the question back in June, No. 819 of 2006 of which he has 
just kindly provided me with a copy, the answers to which he is trying to compare are 
totally different questions. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
No they are not. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, with respect they are.  The question back in June, Question No. 819, asked ‘can 
Government explain what were the elements of the adjustments made to the figure of 
£196.6 million in respect of Government Recurrent Expenditure in the financial year 
2003/2004, to arrive at the figure of £169 million for Government Final Consumption 
in the expenditure method calculation of GDP’.  The question that he is asking me 
now has nothing to do with methods of calculation of final Government consumption 
in the expenditure method or any other method of calculation of GDP, but really a 
Government revenue and expenditure question.  ‘Can Government state how much 
expenditure has been attributed to each of the Gibraltar Health Authority, the 
Gibraltar Development Corporation, the Elderly Care Agency and the Gibraltar 
Electricity Authority in the year 2003/2004 for the purposes of adjusting the audited 
figure of Departmental Expenditure of £95.8 million, (in the case of Question No. 
1215)’, to arrive at the figure of £135 million given in answer to Question No. 819 of 
2006?  The answer that I have given to him is clearly a netting of the Departmental 
Expenditure minus the adjustment relates to the contributions to the Gibraltar Health 
Authority, GDC, ECA, SSA, GEA and SAF.  I do not think they do include, on 
reflection now, I do not think they do include the other adjustments in respect of the 
other matters that he mentioned before, pensions and things of that sort.  I do not 
think the answers are comparable.  The drafter of this answer has not borne in mind 
the purpose of the calculation for which Question No. 819 is set up, even though 
there is an allusion to Question No. 819 in his present question.  Of course, I 
understand that he identifies the three items of positive adjustment, as opposed to 
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negative adjustment, the public debt interest charges, the social insurance stamps 
and the form of pensions.  I do not think those are netted in the schedule I have given 
him in answer to the questions now, the top line of which I think is the Recurrent 
Departmental Expenditure and all that has been netted from the Heads of 
Expenditure in the Consolidated Fund is the contribution to the Agencies.  I do not 
think the drafter of the answer to this question has made the link that he has made 
for comparability purposes between the answer given to him in Question No. 819 and 
the answers given him now.  I do not think there is any suggestion that he was using 
now, that this answer suggests that he was using the right or wrong figures back in 
Question No. 819, which is what I understand him to say last.  So that he was using 
the right figures all along, which I understand he deduces from the answer I have 
given to him now. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
No, the question on this occasion is in the nature of a Supplementary to the last 
answer that I got on the last occasion.  For obvious reasons, being provided with the 
answer on the spot with all these figures, with four years taken together, is not 
something that I am able to then stand up and analyse in sufficient time to put a 
Supplementary.  Therefore, what my question says is, what is the explanation to the 
figure that I got in the answer to Question No. 819?  I do not see how anybody can 
come to the conclusion that this has nothing to do with Question No. 819, when I 
specifically mentioned the £139 million given in answer to Question No. 819 of 2006 
and how did he arrive at that figure.  As I understand it, what he has told me is that it 
starts off with £95.8 million, which is at the bottom, and finishes up with £139 million 
which is at the top.  Those are the adjustments that have been made to conclude that 
the total Departmental Expenditure is £139 million.  If that is the case, then of course, 
that answers Question No. 1215 of 2006 as a further explanation of the first 
paragraph of the answer he gave me in Question No. 819.  Which is that the 
Departmental Expenditure figure of £139 million, which I cannot get from looking at 
the published documents, has been obtained by starting from £95.8 million, which is 
the figure that I put in my original question, and adding to it the £43 million that is on 
the line on top of the £95.8 million.  In fact, the way the answer has been set out, it 
looks as if one starts off from £139 million and start removing things.  But in fact it is 
the opposite, is it not? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So in fact, when I was told the last time that the correct figure was £139 million, I am 
now being told that the £139 million is obtained by starting off with £95.8 million, 
which is the figure in 2003/2004 that I obtained from the audited published accounts 
as Departmental spending, and to that we have added £43.2 million to arrive at the 
£139 million that I was given in Question No. 819.  So I do not see how he says it has 
got nothing to do with Question No. 819. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes that order shown is correct. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
That is correct.  Now, to that in Question No. 819 we add the £26.2 million to arrive at 
the £65.2 million and the rest of the answer that I got is what I am now seeking an 
explanation on in the questions that follow. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, correct.  The answer in Question No. 819 dealt in one paragraph with 
Departmental Expenditure and in the second paragraph with Consolidated Fund 
Recurrent Expenditure.  In other words, Consolidated Fund Charges, which is not 
Departmental Expenditure for the purposes of this business.  So the pensions, the 
social insurance contributions and the public debt charges, are not Departmental 
Expenditure, they are Consolidated Fund Expenditure and they appear in the 
column, let us just use 2003/2004 which is the one that we are talking to, which is the 
£26.2 million.  The £139 million is the Departmental Expenditure figure.  So when he 
has now asked, can Government state how much expenditure has been attributed to 
each of the Authorities, the relevant figures are the Departmental figures not the 
Consolidated Fund Charges.  That middle column is completely stripped out, it is not 
even addressed in my answer today.  The answer today is, the £139 million in the 
Departmental Expenditure column for the answer to Question No. 819, minus the 
£43.2 million which are the contributions to the Authorities, arriving at £95.8 million.  
When I say that we are comparing apples with pears, I do not mean that there is no 
connection to Question No. 819, I mean that Question No. 1215 deals only with the 
Departmental Expenditure side.  In other words, with the bit in the first column, 
whereas Question No. 819, because it was an answer to a different question, 
contained information in relation to aspects that are not raised by today’s question.  
So today’s question and the schedule of information that I have given him, starts with 
the £139 million, which he correctly said is the £139 million under Departmental 
Expenditure in the June question, and the adjustments are only the adjustments that 
relate to the Departmental Expenditure column, which is the subventions in effect, 
subventions for emoluments and things.  Well, no, grants in the case of the GHA as 
well but they do not touch upon, this table does not touch upon the items that are 
relevant to the adjustment for the Government Final Consumption, which is what 
Question No. 819 was dealing with.  Therefore, that also dealt with the Consolidated 
Fund expenditure adjustments.  That is the sense in which I said earlier that the 
answers and the questions were not comparable because this question relates only 
to today’s question, relates only to Departmental Expenditure, and this question 
relates to Departmental Expenditure and to other items which are an adjustment to 
Government Total Consumption, which includes Consolidated Fund Charges.  I had 
not meant to imply any other kind of nexus, just that.  That lack of comparability. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
That is only because the Chief Minister has not let me get to Question No. 1222, 
which is the second half.  He will see that in Question No. 1222 I ask him ‘can 
Government explain why the Consolidated Fund Expenditure given in answer to 
Question No. 819 of 2006, is £26.2 million for 2003/2004’.  So in fact, the next 
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column which has got £23.1 million, £22.6 million, £32.5 million is in the questions 
that follow.  This is half the answer and the other questions are the other half of the 
answer. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
The whole answer to this question. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The whole answer to the question is the two of them.   
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I agree that he has asked two separate questions which are at different places in the 
Order Paper and he seeks the two halves of what he wants to know.  But the 
question that we are on at the moment, Question No. 1215, the answer that he has 
got is the whole answer to that question. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I have got the whole answer to the explanation of how they arrive at the figures that 
they gave me in the first column.  The figures that they gave me in the first column 
are added to the figures in the second column, of which I have got questions now, in 
order to arrive at the figure in the third column.  Well, if all that is correct, what he 
cannot tell me is that the first column has got nothing to do with the third.  Of course, 
the second and the first make up the third. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
It has a lot to do with it in the context of the question that was being asked in 
Question No. 819 back in June.  In the context of Question No. 1215, the answer that 
he has been given here is the answer to this question. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Which is how the figure that I was given before is arrived at. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
In part.  Correct. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Now we will see whether the next part makes any more sense. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Perhaps all of these questions should have been put together and answered 
together. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1216 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GOVERNMENT OWNED COMPANIES 
 

Can Government confirm whether the cash available for reinvestment as at 31st 
March 2006 from the proceeds of the sale of land on the Eastside by Gibraltar Land 
Holdings was £22.742 million as indicated in answer to Question No. 798 of 2006 or 
£18.9 million as indicated in the answer given to Question No. 829 of 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

I confirm that the monies received in respect of the sale of land on the Eastside 
project by Gibraltar Land Holdings Ltd was £22.7 million during the period 1st January 
2005 to 31st March 2006.  Expenditure on the Eastside project during the period was 
around £1 million. 
 
I also confirm that the cash balance available for investment by the company as at 
31st March 2006 was £18.9 million as per the answer to Question No. 829 of 2006. 
 
The revenue and expenditure of Gibraltar Land Holdings includes numerous projects, 
not just the Eastside project.  Total revenues by Gibraltar Land Holdings Ltd during 
the period amounted to £25.2 million.  Total disbursements during the period 
amounted to £6.7 million.  In other words, what the hon Member thinks is an 
inconsistency is not an inconsistency.  One thing is the proceeds of sale and another 
thing is the balance remaining available for investment at a given date. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1216 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I am well aware but given that it was the Chief Minister who added that that was the 
sum available to him for investment at the end of his answer, when he talked about 
the £22 million.  The Chief Minister said this is the money that has come in and is the 
money that is available on 31st March.  He said that in answer to one question, 
having not tried to remember that shortly before he had given a different figure in 
another question.  He was the one who said it was available, it is not that I am saying 
because it was received it had not been spent.  He gave the impression in his answer 
that the money was still there.  He used the words ‘still available’. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
This is not £22.7 million particular pound notes each with the words ‘Eastside 
development premium’ written on them, put on a shelf so that he can count how 
many of those particular pound notes are left.  If the Government have a reserve, 
money that comes in just goes in to the reserve, money that goes out goes out of the 
reserve and when one spends a particular pound note, one is not saying to oneself 
‘this pound note I got from the Eastside development premium’.  It is a question of 
the capital receipts being greater than the capital expenditure and then there is 
always a surplus.  There is always more than goes in.  So £22.7 million had come in, 
from that and from other sources.  The company Gibraltar Land Holdings had other 
expenditure, not just Eastside expenditure.  It had about £1 million of Eastside 
expenditure and other non-Eastside related expenditure.  So, by the end of the 
financial year, the company balance actually stood on 31st March 2006 at 
£18,887,115.  That was the net balance left in the Gibraltar Land Holdings at the end 
of the year, which is a netting of a total capital and income receipts of £25,165,328, 
which included the £22.79 million in respect of the Eastside project and a total of £6.6 
million odd of expenditure.  The balance left at the end of the year is £18.8 million.  
During the period £22.7 million had been received.  During the period other monies 
had been received.  During the period monies had been spent.  The balance was that 
and if the hon Member wishes to interpret my words as meaning that each and every 
one of the particular £22.7 million were still available, well I suppose in a sense they 
are, because the general reserve exceeds £22.749 million. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The question was quite specific about the money in Gibraltar Land Holdings not 
about the general reserves.  It is not the way that I wish to interpret it, he gave two 
pieces of information and all I am trying to establish is which of the two is accurate.  
But he actually said in the same House, in two questions, that the money that had 
been received by the proceeds of sales on a number of specific dates by Gibraltar 
Land Holdings was still available, giving the impression that none of it had yet been 
spent on anything. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I will have to see the question and the answer.  Last time he said that, without 
providing me with a copy, there was a perfectly simple explanation. 
 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
No, the last time that I said something without providing him with a copy, he first said 
it had nothing to do with Question No. 819 and now he has accepted that it is half of 
the answer to Question No. 819.  I cannot help the way the numbers are given by the 
Government.  If the Government choose to have half the question and then six or 
seven questions in the middle which have nothing to do with them, then the other half 
of the question, it makes it more difficult for him and for me. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
They are separate questions, in his own mind he links them all together.  They are 
separate questions on a separate number with a separate Order Paper.  If he wants 
the answer all together, he should make one question out of his ten questions which 
all relate to the same issue. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The Rules of the House require that the question should not be unnecessarily long.  I 
can make my question three pages long if that is what the Chief Minister wanted to 
do but it is not what the Rules say I should be doing.  Therefore, if I ask him a 
question about a figure in Question No. 819 and I get one answer and then I ask him 
a second question about a figure also in Question No. 819, and that is one that he 
has not yet answered, then it is not my fault that they are separate.  All I am telling 
him is that if he does not believe me that he gave an answer to one question about 
the amount that was available and a different one, and all that I am trying to do is not 
to make out that it is possible for him to make a mistake, which in fact it is not, 
because if it were a mistake it would be the fault of whoever drafted it anyway, not 
his.  If it were right it would mean that he was cleverer than they and me, we all know 
all that, so there is no risk of anybody thinking that he has made a mistake.  All I was 
trying to find out is which was the right figure, but I will come back at a future House 
and point out the exact text so that he is satisfied. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Thank you.  
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1217 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

SERVICES PERFORMED BY PUBLIC OFFICERS 
 

Can Government explain what is the increase in the services performed by Public 
Officers in 2006/2007 which is estimated to yield £300,000 in receipts compared to 
£70,000 in 2005/2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1218 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1218 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

SERVICES PERFORMED BY PUBLIC OFFICERS 
 

Can Government identify what was the increase in the services performed by Public 
Officers that caused the reimbursement to yield £70,000 in 2005/2006 compared to 
the estimated amount of £38,000? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answer to Question No. 1217 of 2006 
 
An increase in services performed by Public Officers in 2006/2007 which is estimated 
to yield £300,000 compared to £70,000 in 2005/2006, is attributable to ambulance 
services provided by the City Fire Brigade to the Gibraltar Health Authority.  In other 
words, the Gibraltar Health Authority pays the City Fire Brigade.  This includes an 
estimated £145,000 in respect of arrears for the period April 2004 to January 2006 
and the contribution for the current year estimated at £79,000 as shown in the 
Gibraltar Health Authority Estimates. 
 
 
Answer to Question No. 1218 of 2006 
 
The increase in revenue in respect of services performed by Public Officers in 
2005/2006 of £70,000 compared to the estimated amount of £38,000 is attributable 
to additional escort services provided by the Royal Gibraltar Police. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1217 AND 1218 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
That element is charged to somebody else, is it?  It is not sort of an in-house thing 
with one arm of the Government paying the other?  The escort that the Chief Minister 
has mentioned. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I do not know, my own aside assumed that it was third parties but I am not aware of 
any Government Department that has a budget on the expenditure side for this. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1219 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government explain why the figure for Consolidated Fund Expenditure given in 
answer to Question No. 816 of 2006 is £23.1 million for 2000/2001, given that the 
reply stated that the correct figure for GDP purposes was net of pension payments, 
contributions to social insurance and public debt charges, all of which are included in 
the figure of £22.5 million in the Audited Accounts? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1220 to 1222 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1220 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government explain why the figure for Consolidated Fund Expenditure given in 
answer to Question No. 817 of 2006 is £22.6 million for 2001/2002, given that the 
reply stated that the correct figure for GDP purposes was net of pension payments, 
contributions to social insurance and public debt charges, all of which are included in 
the figure of £22.5 million in the Audited Accounts? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1219, 1221 and 1222 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1221 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government explain why the figure for Consolidated Fund Expenditure given in 
answer to Question No. 818 of 2006 is £32.5 million for 2002/2003, given that the 
reply stated that the correct figure for GDP purposes was net of pension payments, 
contributions to social insurance and public debt charges, all of which are included in 
the figure of £24.5 million in the Audited Accounts? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1219, 1220 and 1222 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1222 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government explain why the figure for Consolidated Fund Expenditure given in 
answer to Question No. 819 of 2006 is £26.2 million for 2003/2004, given that the 
reply stated that the correct figure for GDP purposes was net of pension payments, 
contributions to social insurance and public debt charges, all of which are included in 
the identical figure in the Audited Accounts? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

The figures quoted as Consolidated Fund Expenditure in answer to Question Nos. 
816 to 819 of 2006 include pension payments, contributions to social insurance and 
public debt charges.  Once these figures are added to Departmental Expenditure, 
they are then adjusted for GDP purposes to arrive at Government Final 
Consumption.  Then I am told to reveal in Supplementaries, that the hon Member 
(meaning the Leader of the Opposition) has misinterpreted the first sentence of the 
last paragraph of my answer to Question No. 819 of 2006.  I stated, ‘similarly, 
Consolidated Fund Recurrent Expenditure is adjusted to exclude transport payments 
in the form of pensions and contributions to social insurance stamps, as well as 
public interest charges.’  The Leader of the Opposition has read this as meaning that 
the figure of £26.2 million shown in the table which formed part of the answer was net 
of such payments.  This is not the case, since the £26.2 million includes such 
payments and are subsequently adjusted once the figure for Departmental 
Expenditure is added to Consolidated Fund Expenditure.  In other words, that the 
Leader of the Opposition was applying the word ‘net’, he interpreted my answers to 
Question Nos. 816 to 819 as applying the netting at the wrong stage of the 
calculation in that middle column. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1219 TO 1222 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I have understood it as clear as I understood the last question which they think I did 
not understand.  That is to say, that if I am told similarly Consolidated Fund 
Recurrent Expenditure is adjusted to exclude transfer payments, what I did was I 
looked at the column that is headed ‘Consolidated Fund Expenditure’, I took the £26 
million, I looked in the audited accounts for the £26 million and I found that it had not 
excluded it.  That is why my question is today that since I was told the last time that 
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the figure was excluded and I find it to be identical to the figure in the audited 
accounts, which includes it, there must be something wrong. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
That is why I said that if this note had been put in the first answer we could have 
saved quite a lot of face. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Now, if the answer that I am getting now is that it is excluded at a subsequent stage 
to arrive at Government Final Consumption, then perhaps the Chief Minister can 
explain to me how excluding something from £165 million can produce a figure of 
£169 million? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Well, because it is excluded……… 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
From where? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
The figure for Departmental Expenditure is added to Consolidated, this is not the 
case since the £26.2 million includes such payments.  Namely, the payments 
referred to earlier, the Consolidated Fund Charge payments and are subsequently 
adjusted once the figure for Departmental Expenditure is added to Consolidated 
Fund expenditure.  In other words, the adjustment is done to the figure in the column 
marked ‘total’, in the white copy that is given of Question No. 819 of 2006.  That is 
the figure that is adjusted not the Departmental Expenditure figure. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
My question is if the figure in the column, I agree with the Chief Minister that what he 
has read out leads to such a conclusion, but if the figure in the column that now has 
to be adjusted to exclude transfer payments such as pensions, contributions to social 
insurance stamps and public interest charges, if all that has to be excluded from 
£165.2 million……… 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No, that is not the adjustment that is done.  There is an adjustment made but I do not 
think the adjustment involves the deduction of the whole figure of £26.2 million.  
Otherwise one might as well do the adjustment to the first column.  In other words, 
the £26.2 million is not the adjustment that is made to the figure of £165.2 million.   
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HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
No, the £26.2 million includes other things than those. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Exactly, not all of which are subject to have been adjusted. 
 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So therefore, what is deducted from the £165.2 million? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I do not remember what I told him last time.  There is an adjustment, I am not citing 
on what the actual adjustment is but the adjustment is some part of the £26.2 million 
figure.   
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Yes, but how can one possibly adjust a part of that by deducting it from £165 million 
and finish up with £169 million? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Well, in that year, it is not the first time in which the adjusted figure is higher than the 
total.  It happened also in 2001/2002.  In two years the adjusted figure for 
Government Final Consumption has been lower than the total, and in two years the 
adjusted figure for final Government Final Consumption has been higher than the 
total.  There must be something else that nets and the fourth column is either a 
complete mistake or it is not the answer to any calculation which is limited just to 
those three component columns.  There must be other items, not in any of those 
three columns, which contribute to the Government Final Consumption.  I do not 
know now whether that is the explanation.  Still less do I know that if it is the 
explanation what those items might be.  But certainly, obviously, adding two figures 
together and subtracting something from it cannot result in an answer which is higher 
than the total of the two component parts.  It may well be that that final column is a 
non sequitur in presentational terms, in that it gives the impression that it is the 
answer to the calculation that precedes it. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Let me remind the Chief Minister that the final consumption figure is the starting point 
of all this.  That is to say, I was trying to arrive at an explanation of how that figure 
was constructed and the questions that the Chief Minister has answered on this 
occasion and on the previous occasion, were to enable me to understand how the 
figure of £169.5 million was arrived at for 2003/2004, to give an example.  Now, the 
explanation that I was given the last time……… 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I beg your pardon, I think we are both forgetting he that he is asking and I that I am 
going to answer it, but I think the answer to what we are now discussing is contained 
in the very next question on the order paper. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1223 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government confirm that in the calculation of Government Departmental 
Expenditure for the purposes of GDP, given in answer to Question No. 819 of 2006, 
Social Services Agency Expenditure, which was not mentioned in the answer, has 
not been added in 2003/2004 to arrive at the figure of £139 million?    
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

The Departmental Expenditure figure of £139 million is the unadjusted figure 
obtained from the estimates of Revenue and Expenditure and does not include the 
expenditure of the Social Services Agency.  The Agency’s expenditure is added as 
part of the adjustment required to arrive at Government Final Consumption of £169.5 
million.  That is the answer to what we were debating a minute ago.  That is why 
£139 million plus £26.2 million, totalling £165.2 million is adjusted to arrive at an even 
higher figure rather than a lower figure as he had expected.  That is that the starting 
figure of £139 million does not include the Social Services Agency and that is then 
added as part of the adjustment.  I think I might as well offer him the explanation that 
is here on my paper as a Supplementary.  Prior to becoming an Agency the 
expenditure of the Social Services Department was included in Departmental 
Expenditure.  But whether it was Departmental or Agency expenditure, it has always 
been included in Government Final Consumption.  It is therefore simply a question of 
treatment and not whether it forms part of final Government Expenditure.  In other 
words, the right way to read the bottom line of this block of calculations here in 
Question No. 819 is, Departmental Expenditure excluding Social Services Agency - 
£139 million; Consolidated Fund Expenditure - £26.2 million; Total - £165.2 million.  
Now, that figure of £165.2 million needs to be converted into the Government Final 
Consumption figure.  That is done by adjusting the figure of £26.2 million in relation 
to the pensions and all of that, and by adding the figure for the Social Services 
Agency Departmental Expenditure.  Thereby, some years I suppose it arrives at a 
lower figure, sometimes at an upper figure.  This year it has had the impact of 
producing a higher figure than the total.  Now, why that information was not 
transmitted in answer to Question No. 819 of 2006, then that explanation that the 
Social Services Agency expenditure was not included in the £139 million, I assume it 
was not included there is no more to it than this.  In Question No. 819 of 2006 the 
hon Member I do not recall, was told that it did not include Social Services 
Department. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 1223 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I was not told it was not included, it was not mentioned and therefore the purpose of 
my question was to try and establish whether it was the correct interpretation of the 
answer.  That because it was not mentioned it was not included, or simply that it was 
not mentioned through an oversight.  I was trying to establish……… 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
It was not mentioned because it was not included. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Right.  Well then I am afraid I have got bad news for the Chief Minister because in 
the answer he has given me today to Question No. 1215 of 2006 it is included and he 
has just told me that it does not form part of the £139 million.  If he looks at the piece 
of paper he gave me he will find that it is the fourth figure down in the column, which 
is part of the £139 million. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
The £2.3 million? 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Yes, Social Services Agency. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
We are talking about Departmental Expenditure.  We are talking about the 
expenditure of the Social Services Agency.  The news is not half as bad as he 
thought it was going to be, no.  It is not bad at all.  The expenditure that is not 
included in the £139 million is the Social Services Agency expenditure.  The 
adjustment that has been made here, which is the fourth item in the answer I gave 
him to Question No. 1215, is the Departmental Expenditure of the vote in the 
Estimates booklet, which is not the Social Services Agency it is the Social Services 
Department, which is a contribution to the Social Services Agency.  See, so the 
expenditure of the votes in the book, I do not remember what the vote is……… 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It is exactly the same figure.  That is to say, the Social Services Agency has no 
money of its own.  Therefore, the figure which is a contribution from the Consolidated 
Fund to the Social Services Agency of £2.3 million is included in the £139 million.  If 
one were to add £2.3 million on top of the £139 million, one would be counting that 
expenditure twice. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Well I would have to see.  Has the hon Member got the figure in front of him?  £2.3 
million is the total expenditure budget of the Social Services Agency. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
So it has got no other money.  It is not like the Health Authority that has got income 
of its own. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
It has not got any other revenue that is true. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It is included in the £139 million as a contribution to meet that expenditure.  The 
answer that had been given to Question No. 1223 of 2006 is that it is not included in 
the £139 million and the answer I have been given to Question No. 1215 of 2006 
shows that it is included in the £139 million. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
In the context of Departmental Expenditure as opposed to overall expenditure.  In 
other words, let us use this terminology.  In the context of Consolidated Fund 
Departmental Expenditure, which is what the £139 million figure is, there is an 
expenditure by a vote in the Social Services Department which then converts into the 
revenue of the Agency.  It does not become expenditure of the Social Services 
Agency until it is spent on wages and the other things that the Social Services 
Agency does.  That is what I told him, that is what the answer to Question No. 1215 
means.  The answer to Question No. 1223 is, the figure of £139 million does not 
include the expenditure of the Social Services Agency.  Well, it includes the grant 
made by the Social Services Department vote that becomes later the Social Services 
Agency’s expenditure. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Right, but one cannot then add later……… 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Then later in the adjustment they say……… 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The expenditure is added again, well then it is wrong. 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
One is adding the expenditure back because it was not included in the figure of £139 
million. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
But it is included in the figure of £139 million. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
It is included as a grant not as expenditure but it is the same money. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It would not be £139 million if it was not included.  It would be £136.7 million.   
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
He may be right.  I have to check. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The Chief Minister has given me the breakdown which says, we start off with £139 
million and we remove a number of contributions……… 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I understand the point that he is making. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
And we come down to £95.1 million, so it is definitely included in the £139 million 
otherwise we cannot take it away from it.   
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
If it is the same money, which I think he is right in saying it must be the same money, 
if it is the whole of the budget. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
That is right. 
 
 
 



 634

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Then there seems to be an inconsistency between the explanation given in Question 
No. 1223 of 2006. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Since it was not originally mentioned I was not sure if it was in the £139 million and I 
did not know whether it had been omitted by mistake or, in fact, it should not be there 
at all.  The answer that we have been given is that it should not be there at all but in 
fact, in the breakdown of the £139 million it is there. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
It appears to be there.  I agree that if £2.3 million is the whole of the Social Services 
Agency expenditure budget, then the £139 million must include the whole of the 
Social Services Agency expenditure budget, disguised as a grant to the Social 
Services Agency but nevertheless the same item of expenditure.  That is no different 
to the Elderly Care Agency or the Electricity Authority.  They strip it out so as not to 
double count it when they count the expenditure of the Social Services Agency.  I 
agree, I think on that point I think he appears to be correct but I would like the 
opportunity to put it to the Treasury to see if there is some explanation that does not 
occur to me. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I think that in the previous questions, the questions up to Question No. 1222 of 2006 
which deal with the answer given in Question No. 819 of 2006, and the column 
headed ‘Consolidated Fund Expenditure’ which is really Consolidated Fund charges, 
there are two things there that I think are difficult to explain.  I am referring to the 
three questions that I put to him which are Question Nos. 1219, 1220, 1221, 1222 of 
2006 which deal with the four years and the second column in the answer to 
Question No. 819 of 2006.  Here we have got something that is headed 
‘Consolidated Fund Expenditure’…. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
It is actually Consolidated Fund Charge. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Which should really be Consolidated Fund Charge, one assumes.  There is 
something about, is that adjusted or is it not adjusted, which is not very clear in the 
answer that I have been given, but one of the things that is difficult……… 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
That is not adjusted. 
 



 635

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It is not adjusted. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
At that stage, it is adjusted in the next column under heading ‘Total’. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
But then if it is not adjusted then the question is, which is the question that I am 
putting to him in those four questions, how is it that in 2006 the £22.6 million given in 
the column and given in the audited accounts is identical, exactly the same figure 
unadjusted but for example, in the 2003 figure the column considers the 
Consolidated Fund Charges unadjusted to be £32.5 million and the audited accounts 
show it to be £24.5 million, which is a difference of £8 million?  If it is not adjusted 
then one would expect that column to be the same for all four years as the audited 
accounts are for those four years. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I was taking note of everything he is saying.  He is saying that the figure for 2003 of 
£32.5 million, rather the figure of £26.2 million in respect of 2003/2004 is 
identical……… 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
In the audited accounts Consolidated Fund charges and in the column called 
‘Consolidated Fund Expenditure’.   
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Remember the 2002/2003 figure of £32.5 million is not the same. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
No, it is £8 million higher in the column than in the audited accounts.  In the previous 
year it is £100,000 higher and in the year before that it is £600,000 higher.  So if that 
is unadjusted then there is no explanation for these changes.  If it is adjusted it 
certainly cannot have been adjusted……… 
 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Please do not lose sight of the fact that the adjustments that we are talking about in 
Question No. 819 of 2006, are adjustments for the purposes of Government Final 
Consumption for GDP purposes.  The Gibraltar Government accounts are not that 
sort of adjustment.  So I would have to find some explanation why the figure of 
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Consolidated Fund Expenditure, he still is making a point and that is why is the 
figure, the unadjusted Consolidated Fund Charge figure here, why is it not always the 
same if it is unadjusted?  Why is it not always the same here as in the audited 
accounts where also it is unadjusted?  It is natural figure not a GDP calculation 
conversion. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
No, this is the source. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Exactly.  Why is the source not always the same as the source that the audited 
account of the source, which is the accounts?  I have understood that to be his point. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Right, and which is true only for 2003/2004 and not for the preceding three years.  Of 
course, when I was trying to make sense of the answer he gave me in Question No. 
819 of 2006, although he says ‘similarly Consolidated Fund Recurrent Expenditure is 
adjusted to exclude transfer payments in the form of pensions’, well look, all the 
things that are mentioned there that need to be excluded are all the things in 
Consolidated Fund Charges.  That is where they are.  Now if the note that he had 
was that I misinterpreted that to mean that they would be adjusted to arrive at the 
thing called Consolidated Fund Expenditure, which is perhaps incorrectly labelled, 
because what does Consolidated Fund Expenditure mean? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No, it must mean Consolidated Fund Charge Expenditure. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It must be.  So in that case, if they had not been removed from there where else are 
they being removed from?   
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
They are being removed from a total that includes that figure. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Yes, and that total that includes that figure is which, the last column? 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
The middle column total.  No, the third column, the final column is the adjusted figure 
post the adjustment. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, I can assure the Chief Minister that if he were to adjust the third column by the 
removal of these transfer payments mentioned here, he would not be able to get the 
final consumption figure that he has given me. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
No, I agree that he would not get it but the answer I have given him to the last 
question we were debating is that one gets to it by then re-adding the Social Services 
Agency.  Now he has said but it is already included and that is what I have got to 
unscramble. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Can I also point out to him, not only that it is already included in that particular year 
but that it is not there in any of the preceding years because it did not exist.  It was 
set up in 2002. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Yes, but before 2002……… 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
It was not in existence, it was the Department  and would have been included in 
Departmental Expenditure. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Subject to the adjustment for Consolidated Fund Charges, yes. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
But it would have been in column 1 already.  So that cannot be the adjustment not 
just in that one year because it is there, but in the other years because it did not 
exist. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I have to find out which is right, the answer to Question No. 1223 of 2006 or the 
answer to Question No. 1215 of 2006 when it says that there is this. …In other 
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words, we have got to find out whether the £139 million does or does not include the 
Social Services Agency.  That is the starting point. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1224 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state in respect of the GDP figure for 1996/1997, what is the source 
of the contribution of £0.03 million to the total £4 million in the component gross 
trading profit of Government enterprises in the Income Method of calculation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1225 to 1231 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1225 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state in respect of the GDP figure for 1997/1998, what is the source 
of the contribution of £2.26 million to the total £5.03 million in the component gross 
trading profit of Government enterprises in the Income Method of calculation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1224 and 1226 to 1231 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1226 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state in respect of the GDP figure for 1998/1999, what is the source 
of the contribution of £1.77 million to the total £4.55 million in the component gross 
trading profit of Government enterprises in the Income Method of calculation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1224, 1225 and 1227 to 1231 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1227 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state in respect of the GDP figure for 1999/2000, what is the source 
of the contribution of £2.52 million to the total £4.00 million in the component gross 
trading profit of Government enterprises in the Income Method of calculation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1224 to 1226 and 1228 to 1231 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1228 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state in respect of the GDP figure for 2000/2001, what is the source 
of the contribution of £2.14 million to the total £3.25 million in the component gross 
trading profit of Government enterprises in the Income Method of calculation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1224 to 1227 and 1229 to 1231 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1229 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state in respect of the GDP figure for 2001/2002, what is the source 
of the contribution of £3.41 million to the total £4.36 million in the component gross 
trading profit of Government enterprises in the Income Method of calculation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1224 to 1228, 1230 and 1231 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1230 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state in respect of the GDP figure for 2002/2003, what is the source 
of the contribution of £4.36 million to the total £5.0 million in the component gross 
trading profit of Government enterprises in the Income Method of calculation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1224 to 1229 and 1231 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1231 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDP FIGURE 
 

Can Government state in respect of the GDP figure for 2003/2004, what is the source 
of the contribution of £4.59 million to the total £6.04 million in the component gross 
trading profit of Government enterprises in the Income Method of calculation? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The source of the contributions consist of the net surpluses and deficits of potable 
water, electricity, coinage, lottery, port, telecommunications and Post Office/Philatelic 
Bureau activities. 
 
I have not verified it myself but I am told to tell the hon Member that there are 
apparently several errors in the figures which he has quoted, that is, 
 

• For 1998/1999, the contribution was £2.27 million and not £1.77 million; 
• For 2003/2004, the contribution was £5.49 million and not £4.59 million and 

the total should read £6.94 million and not £6.04 million. 
 
These might be typographical errors in the question. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1224 TO 1231 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
These are the figures given in the answers that I have had previously as to the 
contribution from the Savings Bank.  I have netted the Savings Bank out of the 
equations and arrived at these figures.  Anyway, now that I have been told that the 
Chief Minister will come back to me giving me what the balance was, this is why the 
questions have been put the last time.  He said he was as interested as I was in 
finding out.  So now that he has found out what is supposed to produce this 
contribution, then no doubt he will be able to get people to work the amounts out and 
I will come back to that. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
Sorry, what amount is that? 



 647

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
The amounts of how the figures are arrived at. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
What the component elements of the Gross Trading Surplus? 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Yes, when I initially asked the question some considerable time ago, we were told it 
was the profits of the Savings Bank and the Electricity Authority.  Then I came back 
and asked the Chief Minister to confirm what was the Savings Bank bit, and that left 
an unexplained balance which was hardly consistent with the performance of the 
Electricity Authority or the Electricity Department, in terms of the profits it makes 
selling electricity.  This is why he said he would pursue the matter and get me the 
information.  Since the House has arrived and the information has not surfaced, I put 
the questions to him. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I have the information here but for some reason I am being told not to volunteer the 
table unless pressed.  So perhaps he would like to press me a bit more so that I can 
volunteer it. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, I am very upset that the Chief Minister has not given the information that he 
promised me. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I am not sure I have the heart. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well I am supposed to really start throwing things across the floor of the House then 
to press him? 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I do not know why they are nervous about my giving it to the hon Member, so can I 
give it to him confidentially until I can find out the reason and then I can release it 
with confidence. 
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HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I am grateful. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
As they were hoping that I would not give it to the hon Member, they have not given 
me a white copy for him.  So I will have to give him a Ministerial green copy.  No, 
they are not even willing to have my Colleagues see it, not even for Ministerial eyes. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, I am sure a photocopy can be made of it so that it is white by the time it 
reaches me. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1232 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

INPUT/OUTPUT MODEL 
 

Can Government state the cost of the current study to update the Input/Output 
model? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1233 to 1235 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1233 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

INPUT/OUTPUT MODEL 
 

Can Government confirm that the study to update the Input/Output model is confined 
to the Financial Services component, and if not, what other areas are covered? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1232, 1234 and 1235 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1234 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

INPUT/OUTPUT MODEL 
 

Can Government state over what period is the study to update the Input/Output 
model being conducted? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1232, 1233 and 1235 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1235 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

INPUT/OUTPUT MODEL 
 

Can Government state when the update of the Input/Output model is expected to be 
completed and will the results of the study be provided to this side of the House? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

The cost of the current study to update the Input/Output model is £7,000. 
 
The Input/Output model is updated, apparently, on a continuous basis by the 
consultants as and when secondary data such as employment, tourism and national 
income statistics become available.  It is nevertheless important that a business 
expenditure survey be carried out periodically to either fine-tune existing intersectoral 
relationships or to redefine these if and when significant changes are identified. 
 
The latest business expenditure survey has covered all sectors of the economy, 
given that there have been important changes both in the size and nature of the 
labour market, particularly, for example, employment growth in the gaming and 
financial services industry in recent years.  A full review of all sectors and industries 
has consequently been undertaken.  Contrary to what I think we were speculating the 
other day when we were discussing it over dinner, I think at one of the Club dinners 
we were talking about this. 
 
Ken Male, researcher with project leader Professor John Fletcher, conducted the 
survey.  He visited Gibraltar during the period 5th to 25th September 2006 inclusive to 
commence data collection.  The follow-up process continues from the UK in respect 
of organisations that were unable to provide him with the information required during 
the time frame of his visit.  It is not envisaged, at this stage, that he will need to return 
for the purposes of further data collection as the consultants are pleased with the 
size of the sample and the general level of response. 
 
The consultants are currently working their way through the questionnaires to bring 
the model up to date.  The teams are working with the Statistics Office to agree on 
figures during the update to ensure that tables and data are reconciled.  The final 
results of the update are not expected until early next year.  Once the results have 
been finalised, Government will consider making these available to the Opposition on 
a confidential basis.  That is what I have been sent here to tell him. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1232 TO 1235 OF 2006 
 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
Well, presumably, eventually since they decided to do so with the original study they 
would not want us to be working from out of date figures. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I would presume so but I would not dare speak for all these. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1236 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

CIVIL SERVANTS 
 

Can Government state whether any additional posts in Government departments 
have become vacant since the answer to Question No. 783 of 2006, and if so, show 
the grade and department? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question No. 1237 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1237 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

CIVIL SERVANTS 
 

Can Government state whether any of the posts vacant in Government departments 
have been filled since the answer to Question No. 784 of 2006 and if so identify 
which and indicate whether the post has been filled from within the service or by 
external recruitment? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

The information requested is set out in the schedules that I now hand to the hon 
Member. 
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 1237 OF 2006 
 
ANSWER TO QUESTION 1236 
 
28 Posts have become vacant.  The details are set out below:- 
 

DEPARTMENT GRADE NO. OF VACANT  
POSTS 

   
Buildings and Works A.O. 1 
   
Buildings and Works Plumber 1 
   
Customs A.O. (Customs) 4 
   
Education and Training A.O. 1 
   
Education and Training Classroom Aide (Special Needs) 1 
   
Education and Training P/T Cleaner 3 
   
Employment Health and Safety Officer III 1 
   
Housing A.O. 1 
   
Human Resources A.O. 1 
   
Income Tax A.O. 1 
   
Port Port Officer 1 
   
Post Office Typist 1 
   
Post Office P/T Cleaner 1 
   
Procurement E.O. 1 
   
Social Services Agency Social Worker 2 
   
Social Services Agency School Attendant 1 
   
Technical Services A.A. 1 
   
Trade and Industry Personal Secretary 1 
   
Transport Vehicle Tester 1 
   
Treasury A.O. 3 
 
 
Cont……
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CONTD ANSWER TO QUESTION 1237 
 
ANSWER TO QUESTION 1237 
 
The posts have been filled as follows:- 
 

DEPARTMENT GRADE NO. OF 
VACANT
POSTS 

DATE 
FILLED 

RECRUITMENT 

     
Audit Office Audit Clerk 1 3.7.06 External 
     
City Fire Brigade Fire Control Operator 1 29.8.06 Within the Service
     
Civil Status and 
Registration Office 

H.E.O. 1 20.6.06 Within the Service

     
Customs S.E.O. (Customs) 1 12.6.06 Within the Service
     
Customs H.E.O. (Customs) 2 4.9.06 Within the Service
     
Customs E.O. (Customs) 4 16.9.06 Within the Service
     
Education & Training Headteacher (Westside) 1 2.9.06 Within the Service
     
Education & Training Education Adviser 1 2.9.06 Within the Service
     
Education & Training Assistant Education Adviser 1 2.9.06 Within the Service
     
Education & Training Qualified Teacher 17 1.9.06 External 
     
Education & Training Assistant (Food & Technology) 1 1.9.06 Within the Service
     
Education & Training 20 Hr Cleaner 2 3.7.06 Within the Service
   2.8.06 Within the Service
     
Gib Health Authority H.E.O. 1 20.6.06 Within the Service
     
House of Assembly S.E.O. 1 13.9.06 Within the Service
     
Human Resources H.E.O. 1 20.6.06 Within the Service
     
Income Tax Senior Officer 1 10.8.06 Within the Service
     
Income Tax S.E.O. 1 7.9.06 Within the Service
     
Income Tax H.E.O. 1 7.9.06 Within the Service
     
Income Tax E.O. 1 2.10.06 Within the Service
     
No. 6 H.E.O. 1 20.6.06 Within the Service
     
Police Superintendent 2 16.6.06 Within the Service
     
Police Chief Inspector 1 16.6.06 Within the Service
     
Police Inspector 1 6.9.06 Within the Service
 
Cont……
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CONTD ANSWER TO QUESTION 1237 OF 2006 
 
 

DEPARTMENT GRADE NO. OF 
VACANT
POSTS 

DATE 
FILLED 

RECRUITMENT 

     
Police Sergeant 1 6.9.06 Within the Service
     
Police Constable 12 9.8.06 External 
     
Port Port Operations Room Operative 5 27.8.06 External 
     
Port Coxswain 3 26.5.06 Within the Service
     
Post Office Single Operational Grade (Ex 

Sorter) 
2 10.8.06 Within the Service

     
Post Office Single Operational Grade (Basic) 3 10.8.06 External 
     
Social Services 
Agency 

Classroom Aide (Special Needs) 1 1.9.06 Within the Service

     
Social Services 
Agency 

P/T Classroom Aide (Special 
Needs) 

1 1.9.06 External 

     
Transport Driving and Vehicle Examiner 1 18.10.06 Within the Service
     
Treasury H.E.O. 2 20.6.06 Within the Service
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1238 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GAMING TAX/LICENCES 
 

Does Government still expect to receive £6,700,000 in Gaming Tax and £250,000 in 
Gaming Licences in the current financial year? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Yes Sir. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1239 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - RECEIPTS 
 

Can Government state what have been the receipts of the Social Services Agency 
for the current financial year to 30 September? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1240 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1240 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY - PAYMENTS 
 

Can Government state what have been the payments made by the Social Services 
Agency for the current financial year to 30 September with a breakdown for personal 
emoluments, industrial wages, other personnel and employer contributions and other 
recurrent expenditure? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 and 1241 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1241 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

ELDERLY CARE AGENCY - PAYMENTS 
 

Can Government state what have been the payments made by the Elderly Care 
Agency for the current financial year to 30 September giving a breakdown for 
personal emoluments, industrial wages, other personnel and employer contributions 
and other recurrent expenditure? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239, 1240 and 1242 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1242 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

ELDERLY CARE AGENCY - RECEIPTS 
 

Can Government state what have been the receipts of the Elderly Care Agency for 
the current financial year to 30 September? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1241 and 1243 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1243 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GIBRALTAR SPORTS AND LEISURE AUTHORITY - EXPENDITURE 
 

Can Government state what has been the recurrent expenditure of the Sport and 
Leisure Authority for the current financial year to 30 September 2006 giving a 
breakdown of personal emoluments and other recurrent expenditure? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1242 and 1244 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1244 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GIBRALTAR SPORTS AND LEISURE AUTHORITY - RECEIPTS 
 

Can Government state what have been the receipts of the Sport and Leisure 
Authority for the current financial year to 30 September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1243 and 1245 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1245 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GIBRALTAR ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY - REVENUE 
 

Can Government state what has been the operating revenue of the Gibraltar 
Electricity Authority for the current financial year to 30 September 2006? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1244 and 1246 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1246 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GIBRALTAR ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY - EXPENDITURE 
 

Can Government state what has been the operating expenditure of the Gibraltar 
Electricity Authority for the current financial year to 30 September 2006, giving a 
breakdown of personal emoluments, employment costs and other recurrent 
expenditure? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1245 and 1247 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1247 OF 2006 
 
 

THE HON J J BOSSANO 
 
 

GHA - PAYMENTS 
 

Can Government state what have been the payments made by the Gibraltar Health 
Authority for the current financial year to 30 September 2006, with breakdown by 
personal emoluments, industrial wages, other personnel and other recurrent 
expenditure? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1246 and 1248 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1248 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GHA - RECEIPTS 
 

Can Government state what have been the receipts of the Gibraltar Health Authority 
for the current financial year to 30 September with a breakdown by Social Assistance 
Fund, GPMS, Consolidated Fund and other receipts? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1247 and 1249 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1249 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDC - EXPENDITURE 
 

Can Government provide the total estimated Gibraltar Development Corporation 
expenditure for the current financial year to 30 September 2006 giving a breakdown 
as between Employment and Training and other divisions? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1248 and 1250 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1250 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

GDC - REVENUE 
 

Can Government provide the estimated total Gibraltar Development Corporation 
revenue for the current financial year to 30 September 2006 giving a breakdown as 
follows: 
 

(a) Training Levy; 
(b) ESF; 
(c) Consolidated Fund Head 1B; 
(d) Miscellaneous; 
(e) Other receipts? 

 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1249 and 1251 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1251 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

I & D FUND - REVENUE 
 

Can Government provide the total estimated Improvement and Development Fund 
revenue for the current financial year to 30 September 2006 giving a breakdown by 
Head of Revenue? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 
 

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1250 and 1252 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1252 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

I & D FUND - EXPENDITURE 
 

Can Government provide the total estimated Improvement and Development Fund 
expenditure for the current financial year to 30 September 2006 giving a breakdown 
by Head of Expenditure? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1251 and 1253 to 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1253 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

CONSOLIDATED FUND - EXPENDITURE 
 

Can Government provide the total estimated Consolidated Fund expenditure for the 
current financial year to 30 September 2006, giving a breakdown by Head of 
Expenditure? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

Answered together with Question Nos. 1239 to 1252 and 1254 of 2006. 
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ORAL 
 
 

NO. 1254 OF 2006 
 

 
THE HON J J BOSSANO 

 
 

CONSOLIDATED FUND - REVENUE 
 

Can Government provide the total estimated Consolidated Fund revenue for the 
current financial year to 30 September 2006, giving a breakdown by Head of 
Revenue? 
 
 

ANSWER 
 

 
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER 

 
 

In combination all of these questions in effect calls for the compilation of all the 
accounts put before the House at Budget Time in the form of a forecast outturn, that 
will be, if it is asked for, on the basis of an estimate.  In accordance with longstanding 
practice and with the laws, the Government accounts to this House for revenue and 
expenditure of Government Departments, Agencies and Authorities on the basis of a 
full financial year, by means of forecast outturns and estimates at Budget times and 
on an actual audited basis through the tabling of audited accounts.  The Government 
do not consider it, it really has become quite onerous to do this in respect of answers 
to questions and to boot at relatively short notice following the period questioned, the 
Government do not consider it appropriate to provide such information in respect of 
interim periods.  What I can say to the hon Member is that I am perfectly happy to 
share the information with him informally when I get it.  In other words, when I get 
provided with management in-house accounts of revenue and expenditure for a half 
year, which is what basically he is asking.  He is asking to the 30th September and it 
is the 27th October.  When I get them I do not mind informally sending them to him by 
way of sharing, but the idea that in response to questions something which is done 
on an annual basis, he is asking for it half yearly and indeed, he asks for it half yearly 
because a couple of years ago I said to him, ‘look, if at least it was only half yearly 
this used to be asked for at dates which bore no relationship to accounting dates 
originally used’.  But we really do now want to get away from the situation where in 
answer to questions the administration, and to boot in three days really which is what 
the administration get to prepare answers to questions, the entire Treasury has to 
grind to a halt to produce for the hon Member interim Government management 
accounts for a six monthly period.  Now, the Government are putting in place 
computerisation and other systems that do generate these management interim 
statements, that is why I say I do not mind sharing them with him when they are 
available.  But we do not think we should provide them specifically for answers to 
questions, still less in the time frame that is available for people to prepare these 
answers.  The hon Members get seven days, they have to put their questions but 
then it takes a lot of time to produce them and it is just not realistic.  If the hon 
Member is interested in what is in effect half yearly accounts, if I could call them that 
very loosely, half year statements of income and expenditure to put it slightly more 
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accurately, when those are provided to me in whatever form they are provided to me 
I will send them to him so that he has the same information as I have.  Rather than 
respond to some formal system in this House which suggests that in a question, in 
effect, one can require the formal basis of accounting to this House which is annual, 
Budget Time, to be done quarterly, half yearly, still less any more frequently.  I hope 
that the hon Member will be willing to accept that, it is really not an unreasonable 
offer.  He will have it when I have it. 
 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 1239 TO 1254 OF 2006 
 
 

HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I do not suppose I really have any choice.  I accept the offer or I get nothing and 
something is better than nothing.  So on that basis I am grateful. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
He has all that I have, which is more than just something. 
 
 
HON J J BOSSANO: 
 
I have not put the question on this occasion because I thought it created a new 
onerous, but simply as the Chief Minister says, we have had this and obviously the 
purpose of the exercise is to get some idea of how half way through the year the 
indicators in terms of the way spending is going and the way revenue is coming in, is 
consistent with the Estimates that were approved and which we debated and voted.  
Sometimes it has been longer after 30th September and sometimes it has been 
earlier, simply because it happened to coincide with when the Government chooses 
to call the meeting of the House, over which we have no influence. 
 
 
HON CHIEF MINISTER: 
 
I understand that the hon Member wants an opportunity, which he gets now, which 
has not been available to previous Oppositions in the past, either because 
Governments have not been willing to produce it or perhaps they did not have the 
means to produce it, for lack of computerisation and things of that sort, that the hon 
Member wants this information for the purposes that he has just described.  In fact, it 
is not a reliable source of that assessment that he has just described.  It is on the 
expenditure side but not on the revenue side, because it is actually true of 
expenditure as well.  It is much more true of revenue that revenue is not evenly 
distributed in both halves of the year.  So he can certainly follow how much we have 
spent, of a 12 month estimate how much have we spent by the halfway mark.  He 
can, in a nominal sense, do that also for revenue as well, except that revenue is 
much more skewed towards the end of the year because of Corporation Tax receipts 
and all of those things do not come in.  So it is not a ready guide, it is not even an 
indicator of whether at the halfway stage there is likely to be more or less surplus or 
more or less deficit than was estimated at the beginning.  As an indication of the 
levels of expenditure, it is useful.  I can understand that it is useful to see how things 
are going during the course of the year.  It is a huge benefit that the Opposition can 
now have which, I think he will recognise, we did not have.  The reason why it has 
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become more onerous is not just that it is not long enough after the close of the 
period for it, let alone in the five days that we have to prepare questions.  But we 
have got the hon Members into the bad habit of providing them with this information.  
Over the years, when it was asked of one Department, then of one Agency, but the 
combination of questions, I am not saying this is the first time that he does it, but the 
combination of questions that have now developed really now provide to the whole 
lot.  It is all the Departments, in effect, and all the Agencies and all the Authorities.  It 
is in effect to compile the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure half way through 
the year, for the year in question not for the 12 month period.  It is available, I am not 
saying to the hon Member that this information cannot be put together or that it is 
unduly onerous because the Treasury’s accounting systems and computer systems 
now enable them to do this.  So it is not that the information cannot be made 
available or will not be made available, but it cannot be made available necessarily at 
the time that the hon Member asks.  I understand that he asks for it now because it is 
Question Time, and if Question Time had not been until November he would not 
have asked for it until November.  That is why I have said to him not that he will not 
have it but that he will have it when it is available and when it emerges from the 
system in the ordinary, internal Government course of business and that he will get it 
as soon as I see it. 
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