ORAL

NO. 383 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

THEATRE ROYAL
Can Government state on what date did it take the policy decision to look at whether
to proceed with the present theatre in town or to build a new one?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

This question is actually a replica of Question No 389.
I will, therefore, answer this question with Question No 389 of 2007.

HON S E LINARES:

I would like to withdraw this question.

ORAL

NO. 384 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

THEATRE ROYAL
Can Government state on what date they commissioned a new detailed report on the
future of the Theatre Royal?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Answered together with Question Nos. 385 to 388 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 385 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

THEATRE ROYAL
Can Government say who is conducting the new detailed report into the future of the
Theatre Royal and at what cost?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Answered together with Question Nos. 384 and 386 to 388 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 386 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

THEATRE ROYAL
Can Government say what are the terms of reference of the new detailed report
being carried out into the future of the Theatre Royal?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Answered together with Question Nos. 384, 385, 387 and 388 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 387 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

THEATRE ROYAL
Can Government say when they expect the new detailed report into the future of the
Theatre Royal to be completed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Answered together with Question Nos. 384 to 386 and 388 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 388 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

THEATRE ROYAL
Can Government list the experts and the components of the Rock’s theatre
community that it intends to consult once the new report into the future of the Theatre
Royal has been compiled?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

No new report on the future of the Theatre Royal has been commissioned.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 384 TO 388 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Can the Minister say when he intends to commission this new report which they
announced?

HON E J REYES:
I do not quite understand why the hon Member is assuming I am going to
commission a report.

HON S E LINARES:
I am asking about this because he himself said it in the Heritage Trust meeting, he
has said in a number of places, he has been mentioning this new report. Hence the
question, if not I would not have put it.

HON E J REYES:
At the Annual General Meeting of the Heritage Trust, in answer to a question at
general question time, what I told the members gathered there is that I would be
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looking further into whether Government should proceed with the present theatre site
of the old Theatre Royal or build a new one elsewhere. What I said was that I would
consult widely with experts and the Rock’s theatre community. That does not mean I
was going to commission a report.

HON S E LINARES:
Can the Minister then list who he is going to consult, as I asked in Question No. 388,
the experts and the components of the Rock’s theatre community that he intends to
consult?

HON E J REYES:
No, in my normal day to day business I have already received members of the local
theatre community, I meet people in the street, I pay attention to letters that are
published in the press, I even follow GBC debates and so on and I take very careful
note of peoples’ views. But I am not going to commit myself to exactly who I am
going to consult. I am willing to listen to any member of the Gibraltar community.

HON S E LINARES:
I am glad the Minister is now going to consult via reading his newspaper and consult
via talking to people in the streets. It seems that this is a new policy of Government
in the way of handling Government and the departments.

HON F R PICARDO:
Is that the consultation process? Is the consultation process to monitor the press
and the media and to generally just take the views when one might occasionally
meet them of members of the theatre community? Is that the consultation process
that has been announced in relation to the Theatre Royal?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, nor is that what the Minister said what he was intending to do.

HON F R PICARDO:
Certainly it is what I take from what the Minister said, because the ordinary meaning
of the words that he used in the English language, were that he was going to take
cognizance of the letters that he read in the newspaper and take cognizance of what
he saw on television, and that he had already met some members of the press. Is
there a detailed consultation process being carried out in relation to the Theatre
Royal and whether it should be sited there?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, but what the hon Member cannot do is to convert an illustrative list, select one
or two items from what was in any event an illustrative list, and then attribute his own
selective choice of items as the full extent of what the Minister said was the
Government’s policy. That is what the hon Member cannot do. The Minister said
that he was going to engage in a consultation process, that he had already met with
people who had expressed their views, that he had already seen peoples’ views
remotely, through letters and things of this sort. The hon Member can then pretend
that what the Minister has said is that the nature of the consultation process is that
he is going to pick up the newspaper every morning and read the letters. He can
misrepresent if he wants what the Minister said, but it does not cease to be different
to what the Minister said. The Government will consult as deeply and as widely as
they consider appropriate on this question, so that the Government can form a view,
informed to the greatest possible extent by the views of the people who wish to
express a view to it. But if the hon Member means, is the Government going to issue
a formal consultation paper, publish a formal consultation paper, the answer to that is
no. That is not the form in which the Government are going to test the temperature
of public opinion on this issue, but we will do it by means which will enable the
Government to make a decision, based not just on the views that people express to
them, but indeed on the Government’s own views.

HON F R PICARDO:
Can I take it from what the Chief Minister has said that there will not be a formal
consultation process in relation to the siting of the Theatre Royal, and that it is going
to be an informal consultation process?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the hon Member can take what I have said not his distortion of what I have said
in reformulating my words for the purposes of formulating his question. I have not
said that there is not going to be a formal consultation process. What I have said is
that there is not going to be the issue of a written consultation paper. That is what I
have said, the Government, and he can certainly take it that there is not going to be
the issue of a consultation paper. That is what he can take from my words.

HON F R PICARDO:
So is there going to be a formal consultation process?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
There is going to be a consultation process. I do not know what he means by the
word “formal”, he is not going to do it on the beach, he is not going to walk around in
a bathing costume asking people what they think. What does he mean by formal?
But nor is he going to walk around in a black tie to make it formal. I do not know
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what he means by formal and informal consultation process. There is going to be a
consultation process.

HON F R PICARDO:
Should this consultation not have happened a long time ago, before the expenditure
that has already been incurred in relation to the site where the old Theatre Royal
used to be?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, if the hon Member reads our manifesto, he will see that the Government’s
preferred choice is still to build it where we have announced. It is still declared to be
the Government’s preferred site, and if we do not use the site for that, we will use it
for some other public amenity. The Government consider they have done a very
good deal in acquiring that site, even if we ultimately decide not to build the Theatre
Royal there but to do something else with it. So the answer to that is that the
Government continue to believe that that is an appropriate and preferable site for the
theatre. But of course, if the Government turn out that we are a minority of one and
the whole of the rest of the community thinks it should not be built there, the
Government are not so pig-headed that we will persevere with our own views despite
the fact that we are the only ones who think that that is an appropriate site for it.
That is not, by the way, what we think. We know that there are many people who do
not want the theatre built at all because they think that we are adequately served by
our two existing theatres. Then we know that there are also many people who do
want a new theatre built but think that it should not be built there but it should be built
somewhere else. We know that there are people who think that that is a very good
site for a theatre. What we need to try and assess is the strength and width and
depth of the feelings in relation to each of those options.

HON F R PICARDO:
Having been pig-headed enough to spend millions on the site which is now derelict,
and for the past eight years insisted on pursuing the project there, the Theatre Royal
project there, does the Chief Minister not recall that, as I understand it, the lease that
the Government have of that require them to hand back a theatre at the end of the
period and that the idea of using it for another public purpose may in fact require
renegotiation?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
That is only if we do not exercise the option to purchase the site. I have just said to
him that we think we have done a good deal in purchasing the site. Obviously, if we
remain tenants we have tenants obligations but if we acquire the property we
become owners and have none of the obligations that the hon Member has
described.
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HON F R PICARDO:
So is the Chief Minister saying that if the consultation process that will run so deep
and will run so wide, and may be formal and may not be formal, and may be carried
out in whatever leisure wear the Minister may decide to be in at the time, may result
in us actually having to exercise the option to purchase that site, because if he does
not build the Theatre Royal there we cannot hand it back as leaseholders?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
What I am saying is that the Government believe that it is a jolly good site for the
Government to have acquired, and we took the precaution of having an option to
purchase, precisely so that we would not be locked in. This is not a case of the
Government now finding themselves between a rock and a hard place, this is a
question of the Government having seen the rock from a very far distance and
having avoided the hard place as a result.

HON F R PICARDO:
I will not pursue this matter and I will allow the Chief Minister to stop wriggling.

HON S E LINARES:
Is this a second consultation process for the theatre?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Is that a rhetorical question? Does he not know whether there have been previous
consultations?

HON S E LINARES:
Is this the second one?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
It is the first one since the General Election.
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ORAL

NO. 389 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

THEATRE ROYAL
Can Government state on what date did it take the policy decision to look at whether
to proceed with the present theatre in town or to build a new one?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Our 2007 Manifesto says, “We will proceed with the construction of a theatre.
Although our preferred site remains the site of the old Theatre Royal, we will consult
widely before proceeding on this site, as opposed to an alternative site.” That is
therefore our policy since the date of our re-election into Government.
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ORAL

NO. 390 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

CULTURE – ZARZUELA
Can Government say what was the cost, with a breakdown, of bringing the zarzuela
company from Spain that recently performed at the John Mackintosh Hall?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

The amounts paid to the Teatro Lirico Andaluz was 9,000 euros for the staging of
Mozart’s “Le Nozze di Figaro” and 16,000 euros for staging two performances of the
zarzuela “La del Manojo de Rosas”, which I trust the hon Member enjoyed when he
came along as my guest. That makes a grand total expenditure of 25,000 euros,
approximately £18,000.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Let me just say to the Minister that I was particularly sorry not to have been able to
go to the zarzuela which I would have very much have enjoyed going to but
unfortunately, was unable to attend. I hope that he will organise many more
zarzuelas so I can see one in the not to distant future.
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ORAL

NO. 391 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

CULTURE – INCE’S HALL
Can Government say whether phase two of the refurbishment of the Ince’s Hall has
commenced and whether a lift will be installed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

The Ince’s Hall complex continues to be refurbished. I would not, therefore, term it
phase two as such but, rather, a continuation of the works started a couple of years
back and which has seen such splendid improvements to the theatre. Now that the
discotheque and the restaurant have vacated the area, it is proposed that the entire
complex be refurbished and restored and converted into a cultural and performing
arts centre for Gibraltar. There are, as yet, no specific plans so I cannot say whether
there will be a lift installed or not.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 391 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
The question comes in light of the previous Minister who said that he had finished
phase one and was beginning to do phase two. He actually said that in phase two
he would include a lift, hence the question. If the Minister now thinks that he is not
going to break it down into phases, so be it, but it was because the previous Minister
said that in phase two he was going to put in a lift, hence the question.

HON G H LICUDI:
Does the Minister’s answer signal a change of policy, a change of mind by the
Government if previously there was a phase two with a lift and now the Minister does
not commit to that, is it a change of mind?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, there is no change in policy. I do not know whether this phase business came in
a supplementary or in a written answer. I think the distinction between phases, there
is no existing document divided into phases. Therefore, there is no scheme which is
formally phased. That is to say, in morning coats, but there are phases in the sense
that we have been able to do some things in the past, the bits of the area that was in
Government possession, but until we have obtained the restaurant and the
discotheque we have not been able to extend the project into that. So really it is
more extending the project into the areas that the Government have since
repossessed, rather than there being any formal phased programme that we could
show anyone.

HON G H LICUDI:
Can the Government state, regardless of whether there are phases or not, whether
the end product will include a lift? I am thinking particularly of the disabled
community who would benefit from a lift in order to go and be able to benefit from the
theatre performances.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, we cannot say that there is going to be a lift, which is not to say that we are
saying that there is not. There is, as the hon Member knows, disability access
legislation in place which requires disability access to be provided unless it is
economically unreasonable or physically impossible to do so. Of course, the
Government would wish to comply with that legislation. So the Minister’s words
“there are as yet no specific plans so I cannot say whether there will be lift”, should
not read into that any inclination that there will not be a lift. It is just that because the
plans do not exist we cannot say there are plans and they include a lift. He should
read no more into it than that.

HON G H LICUDI:
The issue arises because of the previous indication that there was going to be a lift,
now there is an indication as to uncertainty, can the Government confirm that it
would be desirable for the end product to include a lift so that members of the
disabled community and the elderly would benefit from those facilities?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes.
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ORAL

NO. 392 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

SPORTS AND LEISURE AUTHORITY
Can Government state how many persons were employed by the Gibraltar Sports
and Leisure Authority as at the end of October 2007, providing a breakdown by
grade, sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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Answer to Question 392/2007
PERSONS EMPLOYED BY THE GIBRALTAR SPORTS & LEISURE
AUTHORITY AS AT END OF OCTOBER 2007

NO.

GRADE

SEX

NATIONALITY

1

Chief Executive Officer

Male

British

1

Finance and Administration Manager

Male

British

1

Facilities and Resources Manger

Male

British

1

British

1

Sports Development and Training Female
Officer
Asst
Sports
Development
and Male
Training Officer
Female
Office Manager

2

Administrative/Clerk

Female

British

1

Secretarial/Typist

Female

British

2

Supervisory Groundsman

Male

1 British and
1Moroccan

2

Groundsman

Male

British

3

Duty Managers

Male

British

8

Sports Assistants

Male

British

1

Sports Assistant

Female

British

1

Cleaner/Support Staff

Female

British

1

16

British

British

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 392 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
Can the Minister state whether in addition to the persons listed in the document
handed over to me, there are other persons working at the Gibraltar Sports and
Leisure Authority who are Civil Servants seconded to the Authority? The question is
simply whether people who were Civil Servants previously continue to be Civil
Servants and are simply seconded because they did not transfer to the Authority?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I believe that on the clerical and administrative grades the answer is no. I believe the
Chief Executive of the Sports and Leisure Authority may wear a dual hat because he
had responsibilities, I do not know whether that has ended now, he had
responsibilities under the youth portfolios that required him to be a Civil Servant.
That may have been discontinued now. But I know that there are three, I do not
know if in the words of Government nomenclature were groundsmen, that have
chosen not to join the Authority and they still, therefore, maintain their status. One of
them, I understand, is shortly to leave the service and the other two are seeking
transfers. But in the meantime, they are continuing to work on sports facilities
notwithstanding that they have chosen not to join the Authority personally. But I
believe that they are not in the clerical and administrative grades, I think they are
groundsmen.

HON G H LICUDI:
In relation to those particular persons, can Government state whether there are any
differences in the conditions of employment and pension arrangements?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, I believe that there are, their terms and conditions as Civil Servants are different
to the terms and conditions of the Authority employees, absolutely. The Civil
Servants who transferred to the Authority have their terms and conditions respected,
but cease to be Civil Servants.

HON G H LICUDI:
Does that mean that there are persons who did transfer and there are subsequent
persons who are new employees who are working in the same position employed by
the Gibraltar Sports and Leisure Authority under different conditions of employment?
Quite apart from the issue of the Civil Servants who were seconded.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Absolutely, that is one of the principal purposes of establishing these Authorities. To
establish a model of employment that is more affordable going forward for future
generations of the community. It is not the only purpose but it is one of the gains of
that and there are indeed, the situation that the hon Member describes has indeed
been the case and not just in this Authority, but indeed in all the other Authorities as
well. There will be situations where future recruits will be on different terms, not least
to pensions, than people who transferred into the Authority from the Civil Service.
Yes, that is fully intended to be the case.

HON G H LICUDI:
Does the Government not accept that it is generally undesirable to have people
employed by the same organisation, doing exactly the same job but working under
different conditions of employment?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Government do not think it undesirable because if the Government thought it
undesirable we would not have done it.
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ORAL

NO. 393 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

BAYSIDE SPORTS COMPLEX
Can Government state what is the current monthly cost of maintenance of the
hockey pitch at the Bayside Sports Complex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Answered together with Question No. 394 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 394 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

BAYSIDE SPORTS COMPLEX
Can Government state the current cost of the cleaning contract for the Bayside
Sports Complex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

The current total monthly cost of maintaining the hockey pitch, and hockey training
pitch, at the Bayside Sports Centre is £1,500 that excludes direct labour costs.
The cost of the current cleaning contract for the Bayside Sports Centre is £7,839.15
per month. This contract commenced on Monday 3rd December 2007.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 393 AND 394 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
Can the Minister repeat the second figure?

HON E J REYES:
Yes, the second set of figures said that the cost of cleaning Bayside Sports Centre is
£7,839.15 per month.

HON G H LICUDI:
In relation to the maintenance costs of the hockey pitch, of £1,000 per month, can
the Minister provide a breakdown of that cost or the components of that figure? Who
is it actually paid for, what does it reflect?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Mr Speaker, because these are water-based pitches much of this cost relates to the
water circulation. The hon Member presumably understands how water-based
pitches work. There is a bed of water under the grass, this requires to be circulated,
it drains away, it rains, it drains through so there is a cost, both electricity and plant
and machinery and pump maintenance in keeping this water-based facility in
operation. There may also be some cleaning expenses and some surface tendering,
but I understand the principal element of the cost comes from the fact that it is a
water-based system which has plant and machinery and the cost is principally
focussed on that aspect of it.

HON G H LICUDI:
It was precisely the purpose of the question to establish whether a principal
component of that was the water element. Do the Government know whether it is
the cost of the water itself or whether it is the cost of circulating the water?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The cost of the water is, let me see if I can extract it from some figures. I have a
figure of £5,000 a month as an average for watering pitches but what I cannot
deduce from this note is whether that relates only to the water……… yes it must
relate only to the water pitches because I do not think the football pitches are
watered. The sand-based are not watered. So I assume that that relates to the cost
of the water itself as opposed to the maintenance of the circulating equipment.

HON G H LICUDI:
Was the original figure not £1,500 and we established that includes the water? Now
the figure that we have been given is £5,000.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The hon Member is now asking whether it includes the cost of the water as a
supplementary. The original question related to the maintenance costs, he is now
asking whether it includes the cost of purchasing the water. I am telling him what the
average cost of purchasing the water is. Ergo it is not included in the maintenance
figure.

HON G H LICUDI:
Can Government then state why that water is not recycled and reused, given that it is
only used for that purpose?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
It is recycled, hence the cost of the recycling equipment, but there is still loss and
leakage, it is not a pipe system so there is a recycling of water but there is a loss and
this is the cost of maintaining it. This is the cost of replenishing the water.

HON G H LICUDI:
It does appear that there is an awful lot of loss of water to cost £5,000 if water is
being recycled. Does it not suggest that whatever system is being used is inefficient
and the Government should look at it to redress whatever faults exist? The
information I have is that the recycling is not working and that water is wasted.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, these are matters of judgement of course and different people will come to
different conclusions in the answer to the question that the hon Member poses. Let
me say that it is quite unusual to have a water recycling system. This was one that, I
am advised, which is of relatively low cost but these pitches do not normally in other
parts of the world have the capacity to capture and recycle the water. This is
something that we did. The extent to which it is effective is therefore a bonus. In
most parts of the world, perhaps where water is not in such short supply, these are
not normally installed with water recovery mechanisms. Of course, we do not
pretend that it is 100 per cent efficient but I think any degree of water saved is some
degree of efficiency that would not exist if we were just simply not recovering any of
the water. Whether the expense of maintaining the equipment is justified by the
amount of water that is saved is not an equation that I have ever drawn up or
calculated.
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ORAL

NO. 395 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

CULTURE – MUSIC CENTRE
Can Government confirm whether the Music Centre at the old BFBS building has
been handed back to the Government and if so why and on what date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Answered together with Question No. 396 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 396 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

CULTURE – MUSIC CENTRE
Can Government state whether there are any new arrangements in place for the day
to day running of the building that housed the Music Centre?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

The Music Centre at the old BFBS building has not been handed back to
Government.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 395 AND 396 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Can the Minister then state whether it is still being run by the trustees?

HON E J REYES:
Since there are no new arrangements then it is still being run by the trustees.

HON S E LINARES:
Does the Ministry of Culture have anything to do with the day to day running of the
place with the trustees?

HON E J REYES:
No, the day to day running is entrusted upon the trustees and the Ministry for Culture
does not have a direct involvement.

24

ORAL

NO. 397 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

CULTURE – NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATIONS
Can Government say whether the tender award for £38,990 to Word of Mouth to
organise, produce and stage the New Year’s Eve celebrations in Casemates Square
2007 was the lowest of the four tenders received?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

No, Sir it was not.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 397 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can the Minister say why they chose a tender which was not the lowest tender?
What criteria was used in making a selection?

HON E J REYES:
The tender was awarded to the successful tenderer because he was considered to
be the most innovative as compared to the others that were submitted.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Perhaps I can just expand on that answer a little. There were two tenders that were
lower than this one, and at the time that the tenders were submitted no evidence was
provided, as required by the tender, that the acts being offered were actually
available and committed to come at the time, and therefore there was no certainty. If
the hon Member wants to know the figures, there was one tender for £34,600,
another tender for £35,000 and, in fact, a third tender for £38,000. This was actually
the highest sum received. Two of them were considered non compliant for the
reasons I have just explained, and the other one which was by Film Exhibitors that
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has organised it in the past, was regarded as less innovative and less value for
money than the Word of Mouth one. So as against two of them, the hon Member
has asked what was the criteria. In respect of two of them the criteria was noncompliance. In respect of one of them the criteria was less innovative and less value
for money given the acts that were being offered.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can the Minister say what exactly are these innovations?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I cannot, I did not see the previous years or that year so I could not make even a
personal comparison for him. But tenders of this sort are not just about giving it to
the lowest, it is what one gets for the money. Very often by paying a little bit more
one gets quantitively much more in terms of the value of the act. This is not like two
people offering the same bottle of water which is cheaper. These sort of artistic or
content tenders cannot be assessed just on a strict basis of money, there is the
question of value for money, the nature of the acts, the quality of the acts and things
of that sort. But I cannot tell him what the actual alleged innovativeness was.
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ORAL

NO. 398 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HERITAGE ACTION COMMITTEE
How often and on what dates has the Heritage Action Committee met since 22
February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE
The Heritage Action Committee met on three occasions since February, that is on 2nd
May, 18th July and 2nd October.
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ORAL

NO. 399 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HERITAGE – MANAGEMENT OF PARSON’S LODGE
Can Government say whether they have now reached an agreement with the
Heritage Trust for the future management of Parson’s Lodge?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Answered together with Question No. 400 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 400 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HERITAGE – NUN’S WELL/PARSON’S LODGE
Can Government confirm whether the Heritage Trust still hold the leases to Nun’s
Well and Parson’s Lodge?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

The answer to both Question Nos. 399 and 400 is yes.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 399 AND 400 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Is it still the policy of the Government to take back part of the lease of Parson’s
Lodge from the Heritage Trust?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The Government aim for the future use of Parson’s Lodge is for the Gibraltar
Museum to develop the site as a field centre. What I do not know is whether that
involves a formal surrender of the lease by the Trust or whether that use is possible,
or intended, or envisaged to proceed with the lease remaining with the Trust.
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ORAL

NO. 401 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HERITAGE – NORTH GORGE
Can Government say whether a study has been conducted into the heritage value of
the stores and tunnels under North Gorge, and if so when and by whom?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

No study has been conducted.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 401 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Is conducting such a study something which the Government envisage doing?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, the Government only conduct studies when they do not already know the
answer to what they are trying to find out. The existence of these things are known,
there is nothing to study. If the hon Member wants to be more specific about what
he thinks should be studied, I can try and give him an indication. But we do not need
to investigate to find out what is there. What is there is well known. I should add, of
course, that this is now more academic because it is no longer intended to develop
the site in the way that it was previously intended, but the question I suppose is still
relevant and may continue to be relevant for a new different development.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Can I point out to the Chief Minister that the question is not that they should carry out
a study to find out what is there, but to establish whether it has heritage value. So if
they already know that can they say whether it has heritage value? The question
does not ask him to find out what there is under North Gorge. The question is
whether it has heritage value. Does it?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, that is an unanswerable question. Everything has heritage value. Everything
that has heritage value, the older it is the more heritage value some people think it
has. There are others who think the heritage value is not a product of age but of age
combined with other things. This is a question about which a room full of heritage
experts would not come to an agreement. Everything has heritage value. The
question is, in balancing whatever that heritage value may be thought to be, with the
benefit of interfering with it, where does the balance lie? Does it lie in interfering with
it or does it lie in not interfering with it? It is not a black and white issue. It is not that
the Government do things when there is no heritage value and never do things when
there is any degree of heritage value. There is always a judgement which different
people disagree about. The Rosia Tanks site is perhaps the most recent prime
example where different people take a different view about the importance of
retaining a certain thing that everybody agrees has heritage value. Therefore, I
cannot stand up here and sort of be the oracle. It is not a science. Different people
will have different views and make the judgement as to the balance differently. Then
when Government make that judgement and they disagree with the judgement made
by a substantial number of citizens, we pay the political price for it as we did in the
case of Rosia Tanks. Governments constantly have to make these judgements.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Then in the light of that answer, would the Chief Minister not agree that if there was
something planned for the site which might impact on the nature of the tunnels that
exist, it would make sense to avoid taking a decision, perhaps, without sufficient
investigation or information having first been obtained and there might be merit in
considering that a study like that should be carried out, if and when it looks as if
something is going to happen in that area?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Not as formulated by the hon Member but a slightly different formulation, yes. The
Government should always make the judgement that I have just described. That
may not require a study but it may require an assessment of the heritage value of
these tunnels and these chambers which are under there, and decide whether
understanding what the extent of the heritage value is, the Government believe that
they should nevertheless be in any way adversely interfered with. I accept that that
judgement should be made before any development is made, whether or not it
requires a study as such I do not know. It may just be an assessment on what is
already known and available, but certainly, the judgement should be made not just
on this occasion but on every occasion that something of heritage value is affected
by an alternative use of the area.
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ORAL

NO. 402 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HERITAGE – MAIN GUARD BUILDING
Can Government say when the lease for the Main Guard building will be issued to
the Gibraltar Heritage Trust?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Government remains fully committed to restoring the Main Guard building in John
Mackintosh Square as the headquarters of the Gibraltar Heritage Trust. The matter
is in hand at present but, unfortunately, I still cannot say when such formalisation of
tenure may take place.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 402 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Is the refurbishment of the building linked to the granting of the lease? Is that what
he is saying?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The answer is carefully drafted because we are not conceding just yet that there is a
lease involved. We are trying to trace the records to see whether the understanding
between the Trust and the Government is that there would be a lease. In other
words, the answer is intended to make a distinction between the question of the
refurbishment and the question of the lease. There will be some tenure document
but whether it is a lease or not depends either on a discussion with the Trust, if there
has not already been a discussion and an agreement to that effect, or if there has
been, we have got to find our records and establish it. But in the time that we have
had to answer this question, we have not been able to lay our hands on records that
will have allowed us to formulate the answer in a way that, including this statement,
there was intended to be a lease as opposed to some other method of documenting
the occupation by the Trust. It may be that the intention is that there should be a
lease but we are just not in a position to assert it at this moment.
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HON DR J J GARCIA:
Is the Trust under the impression that what they are getting is a lease?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not know. If they are under the impression it must be because they have good
reason to be under that impression, which may be confirmed by what we find. This
is not a battle of impressions. We have not been able to get to the bottom of our own
records or our own recollections on the matter. There is no dispute between the
Government and the Trust on this, it is just that we did not want to answer the
question in a way which assumed things which we could not be certain of.
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ORAL

NO. 403 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

WORLD HERITAGE STATUS
Can Government say at what stage is their policy of pursuing World Heritage Status
for specific heritage sites in Gibraltar?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Answered together with Question No. 404 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 404 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

WORLD HERITAGE STATUS
On what date did the committee responsible for formulating Gibraltar’s bid for World
Heritage Status last meet?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

The Government have not yet made the decision to draw up a management plan for
a specific site for subsequent consideration by Ministers.
The committee last met on 24 September 2001.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 403 AND 404 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Given that they have not met since 2001, can the Minister confirm then that the
decision which was taken not to pursue the World Heritage bid, as originally
formulated, was taken without the involvement of this committee?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, correct. It was taken by the Government for reasons which, I think, I have
explained to him in the past. I do not know if he recalls them.
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ORAL

NO. 405 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HERITAGE ACT
Have Government now taken a policy decision to produce a new Heritage Act as
opposed to amendments to the existing one?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Yes, Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 405 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can the Minister then say whether it is going to be a new Heritage Act or whether it
is going to be amendments to the existing one?

HON E J REYES:
Government will soon publish a draft new Heritage Act.
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ORAL

NO. 406 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

PALEO-ECOLOGICAL STUDIES AND METHODOLOGIES IN MAGHREBIAN
ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE
What was the cost, with a breakdown, of the Paleo-ecological studies and
methodologies in Maghrebian archaeology conference which took place in Gibraltar
from 9-11 March?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT AND LEISURE

There were no costs to the Government of Gibraltar.
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ORAL

NO. 407 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – SPECIAL NEEDS
Can Government state how many children are statemented as in the special
educational needs code of practice, in this academic year, giving a breakdown by
school, year and statemented level?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Children are not statemented in Gibraltar as in the special educational needs code of
practice in the UK. However, if what the hon Member is seeking is the number of
children who have been identified by the Child Assessment panel as requiring
Special Needs provision, that information I can give to him in a schedule which I
have here. But statementing is no longer the practice. It has never been the
practice here.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 407 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
I would be grateful for whatever the Minister gives me, but I am surprised he says
that the children are not statemented. I have asked that question previously in this
House and I have had an answer about the statemented level. I presume that it is
not happening now but it has happened in the past. I would like to thank the Minister
for the information.

HON C G BELTRAN:
That is fine, it might be because even in the UK statementing levels as such also
went out. They do not have levels now they have areas of concern, I believe.
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ORAL

NO. 408 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – REFERRALS TO EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Will the Minister for Education state how many referrals the Principal Educational
Psychologist has, as at the beginning of the academic year 2007/2008?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The Educational Psychologist has received a total of 40 referrals at the beginning of
this academic year.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 408 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Is this just over and above what he had previously or new ones, as in 40 new, or are
they continuous?

HON C G BELTRAN:
From the information I have before me, I understand it is 40 new referrals.
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ORAL

NO. 409 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – BEST
Will the Minister for Education state how many pupils have been supported by BEST
(Behavioural and Educational Support Team) from the beginning of the academic
years of 2006/2007 and 2007/2008?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

In 2006/2007 there was a total of 276 pupils supported by the BEST team and so far
this academic year there are 226. Of course, I am sure the hon Member
understands that these are on-going lists.
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ORAL

NO. 410 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – PRIVATE NURSERIES
Can the Minister for Education state or give the dates when private nurseries were
last inspected, indicating which Government department carried this out and what
areas were examined?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The last visits to private nurseries were made by the Department of Education, the
Environmental Health Agency and the City Fire Brigade as follows:1. Education Department – October 2007, this was in response to a request for
advice.
2. Environmental Heath Agency – November 2007, this was a routine
environmental visit, washing, the sanitary facilities, that kind of thing.
3. City Fire Brigade – July 2007, routine fire prevention visit, fire safety
standards and that sort of thing.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 410 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Did the Department at any time have a specific inspection in relation to curriculum,
roles of children and other educational matters, other than a normal routine or what
the Minister has just said that somebody rang and they needed help?

HON C G BELTRAN:
The hon Member has asked this question on numerous occasions in the past, I think
it has been made clear that the Department of Education and Training works very
closely with parents and nursery personnel whenever they raise concerns. There is
not a stipulated inspection sort of twice or three times a year or anything like that.
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ORAL

NO. 411 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – GOVERNMENT NURSERIES
Can Government state how many children there are in Government nurseries giving
a breakdown by school, morning and afternoon session and class?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Answered together with Question No. 412 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 412 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – GOVERNMENT PRE-SCHOOL NURSERIES
Can Government state how many children attend Government pre-school nurseries
giving a breakdown by nursery and by morning and afternoon sessions?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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Answer to Question 412 of 2007
Answer to Question 411 and 412

Government Nurseries (pupil population) as at November 2007
Name of School
St Mary’s First School
St Bernard’s First School
Notre Dame First School
St Paul’s First School
St Joseph’s First School
Governor’s Meadow First School
Varyl Begg Nursery
St Martin’s Special School

Pupil Population
30am
30am
30am, 16pm
38am (19x2)
60am (30x2)
21am
31am, 17pm
7am

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 411 AND 412 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
I notice from the schedule the Minister has passed over that there are some
nurseries that do not operate in the afternoon, is that correct?

HON C G BELTRAN:
There is no demand at that time.

HON S E LINARES:
I asked in the question for a breakdown as in class. Does that mean that, for
example, taking the first one, St Mary’s First School which has a pre-school nursery
and 30 seem to attend in the morning, is that one class or is it divided into two?

HON C G BELTRAN:
It is one class.

HON S E LINARES:
They are all one class?
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HON C G BELTRAN:
Yes.
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ORAL

NO. 413 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – SECURITY IN SCHOOLS
Can Government state whether any new security measures have been put in place
in schools following the recent burglaries?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Answered together with Question No. 414 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 414 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – SECURITY IN SCHOOLS
Can Government state what security measures exist in schools to protect the safety
of children and staff?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Answer to Question 413 of 2007
The schools affected in this way have been inspected and the necessary steps taken
to make them secure. Windows or doors that have been forced open in the past
have been fully secured.

Answer to Question 414 of 2007
The following security measures exist in schools in respect of protection and safety
of children and staff:1. Visitor access to all Primary Schools is controlled from inside the building,
either buzzer or bell. In the secondary sector; visitors are required to report
to reception on arrival and there are notices to this effect;
2. Staff are instructed to be vigilant and to challenge unfamiliar visitors,
everybody is made very much aware of this;
3. Close liaison exists with the Community Constables, of course; and
4. All schools monitor children who need to leave during the school day.
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ORAL

NO. 415 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – HEALTH AND SAFETY
Can Government say whether the health and safety audit report which was
conducted by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents has now been
presented to Head Teachers and NASUWT(GTA)?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The ROSPA sample audit has not been presented to Headteachers and the
NASUWT.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 415 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Does the Minister have an indication when it will, because it has taken a while and I
think it was commissioned in early 2006? So does the Minister have an indication as
to when the Headteachers at least and the NASUWT will have it?

HON C G BELTRAN:
This ROSPA is an initial sample audit, including only three schools I believe. This is
being considered internally as a basis on which to build further, in order to arrive at a
working model for the Department of Education and Training as a whole. In this
respect, the Department of Education and Training is already making arrangements
with a member of ROSPA, to further develop the specialist advice from ROSPA and
come to Government’s own report, a scheme which can be used by all Government
schools in terms of health and safety. This is the use that this sample audit is being
put to.

50

HON S E LINARES:
The question has come about because the previous Minister told this House that he
would be presenting the report to the Headteachers and the NASUWT(GTA). The
report was conducted in four schools as far as I understand from the previous
Minister. So the question does not seem to have been answered. Is it that the policy
has now changed where it is not going to be presented to the Headteachers or the
NASUWT(GTA)?

HON C G BELTRAN:
There is no policy change. The hon Member is right, I had forgotten and I should not
have because I was the Principal of the place, the College. I am right in saying three
schools and of course the College as well was included in this sample audit. The
intention is to use this sample audit which is what it is, it is not a fully fledged report,
to come to our own Government of Gibraltar Department of Education and Training
health and safety scheme, which will be reported. Obviously, Headteachers and the
Union will be consulted on this and they will see how the matters are proceeding in
order to arrive at our scheme, as I said. This is the use that the sample audit is
being put to. There is no change in policy.

HON S E LINARES:
Are there any recommendations within the reports?

HON C G BELTRAN:
Well, it is an audit which highlights certain areas which we will be including in our
own end result.
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ORAL

NO. 416 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – LUNCH IN SCHOOLS
Can Government say how the Department of Education is monitoring the situation in
relation to children staying for lunch during the lunch breaks and what consultation is
currently taking place with the teaching staff?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The Department of Education monitors the lunchtime situation in schools through
regular contacts with the Headteachers, who of course in turn consult and discuss
these matters with their staff and Service All Centre, who provide the lunchtime
supervisory staff.
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ORAL

NO. 417 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – CO-EDUCATION 14-19 COMMITTEE
Can Government state whether the post 14 to 19 Working Group has come out with
recommendations as to the issue of co-education in secondary schools?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The 14-19 Working Group, which is what has evolved in the UK from the previously
post-16 group, has not made any recommendations regarding co-education in
secondary schools.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 417 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Again, the previous Minister actually gave the committee the remit to look into coeducation. Does that mean that they have not discussed it, or they have not met in
order to discuss this issue, is it pending or have any other recommendations come
out?

HON C G BELTRAN:
The 14-19 Working Group is looking at the UK’s 14-19 reform programme which, as I
am sure the hon Member is aware, is a vast programme of reform concerning the
actual system of education in the UK in this age range. Indeed, in our group here,
the 14-19 group, co-education is part of the remit that it has. But it would be, I think,
inadvisable at this moment in time to dive into any specific issue or area of the
curriculum, or the organisation of the curriculum, whilst in the UK it is still very much
in the melting pot. As is known, the tradition here and I think we have been very
wise in this respect, has been to stand back, wait and see what developments there
are, see what they get wrong so that we do not apply it and apply what is of use to
us. I think that our educational system, as my predecessor loved to say and I concur
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with him, is second to none. So we have to be very careful not to introduce things for
the sake of making innovations.

HON S E LINARES:
Yes, I totally agree with the Minister and that is in relation to the 14-19 vocational
training and all other aspects of 14-19, including A-levels, GCSE, because it all goes
into the melting pot. But the previous Minister actually stated that as part of the
terms of reference of that committee it would look into co-education. Therefore, he
was expecting in the last meeting that we had, he was already expecting certain
recommendations and advice from that committee, and he actually said that they
were working towards producing a sort of report or an answer to that part of their
terms of reference.

HON C G BELTRAN:
I think the hon Member is correct in thinking that some sort of report or ideas, a list of
ideas was submitted by the original working group on co-education to the 14-19
Working Group, and that forms very much part of their papers and what they are
looking at. I am sure, the hon Member is also aware of the fact, that already in the
secondary sector, the three institutions, particularly through the workings of the
consortium, already there is an element, especially in the College for example, of coeducation which has been evolving quite naturally. I do not think there is any sort of
co-educational crisis that needs to be looked into at this moment in time.
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ORAL

NO. 418 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – NUMBER OF CHILDREN
Can Government state how many children there are in school giving a breakdown by
school, year and class?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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ORAL

NO. 419 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – NUMBER OF PUPILS SUSPENDED
Can Government state how many children have been suspended from school in
2006/2007 and 2007 to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

In 2006/2007 a total of 51 pupils were suspended from school and 21 in 2007 to
date.
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ORAL

NO. 420 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – SCHOOLS CAPITATION
Will Government say what is the current rate of capitation giving a breakdown by
sector of education and when it was the last time it was increased?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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Answer to Question 420 of 2007
The capitation rates were increased on 1st April 2007, that is, financial year 2007/8,
as is customary. They are the following:Nursery
First Schools
Middle Schools
Special Needs
Secondary Schools - Years 8 & 9
“
Years 10 & 11
“
Years 12 & 13

£48.26
£48.26
£62.33
£158.35
£70.03
£99.76
£100.85

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 420 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Surely these are monthly capitations or yearly? For example, nursery, a child gets
£48.26, the breakdown what is it by month or by year?

HON C G BELTRAN:
The capitation allowances, the hon Member has asked for the current rate of
capitation, the rate per capita per child. In the case of nurseries, for example, it is
£48.26 per child for the year.
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ORAL

NO. 421 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – AVERAGE CLASS SIZE
Can Government say what are the class sizes giving a breakdown by school, class
and year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Answered together with Question No. 422 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 422 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO
Can Government say what the pupil-teacher ratios are in each school for the current
academic year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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ORAL

NO. 423 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – TEACHERS ON UNION BUSINESS
Can Government say what cover is provided within the school when teachers who
are also executive members of the NASUWT(GTA) are away from the classroom on
union business?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Full cover is provided as requested by the school, with a fully qualified supply
teacher when a union official is away on union business.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 423 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Every single time that there is a union meeting, because as the Minister well knows,
some union representatives have to go to the Department to negotiate and all that, is
it every time?

HON C G BELTRAN:
No, I am sure the hon Member is very, very clear on this from his years in the union.
Some union business requires a short period of time, in which case usually schools
cover internally. This is the way it goes, but if there is an important meeting outside
the school which will take longer than that, then a cover is supplied in the form of a
body in the school, a supply teacher.
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ORAL

NO. 424 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – CLASSROOM AIDES
Can Government state how many classroom aides are currently employed by the
Department of Education on a permanent and pensionable basis, on supply basis or
on any other basis that might exist giving a breakdown by school, showing whether
they are dealing with special needs children or helping teachers in any other duties
within the classroom or school scenario?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Answered together with Question Nos. 425 and 426 of 2007
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ORAL

NO. 425 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – NUMBER OF TEACHERS
Can Government say how many teachers are currently employed by the Department
of Education giving a breakdown by:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Permanent and pensionable status;
Permanent or long term supply;
School;
Grade held in each school;
Teachers holding posts outside school (that is, peripatetic teachers and
teachers employed within the department);
(f) Any other position held?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Answered together with Question Nos. 424 and 426 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 426 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – TEACHERS ON PERMANENT SUPPLY
Can Government state whether long term or permanent supply teachers have now
been given contracts?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Answer to 424 and 425 of 2007
In respect of Question Nos. 424 and 425, the hon Member already has the schedule
which covers this information.

Answer to Question 426 of 2007
No contracts to long-term supply teachers have yet been issued. This is the answer.

67

68

69

70

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 424 TO 426 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Can the Minister say what the delay is? We have been discussing this issue for the
last, I think, three to four years now. There are still teachers, for example, on the list
there is a teacher on one year supply, surely there should be a contract for that one
year, and I do not want to go into the debate again, for the reasons that we have
stated previously in this House.

HON C G BELTRAN:
I concur with the hon Member’s idea that we should not go into the debate again,
because it has been debated previously ad nauseum and, therefore, the hon
Member knows as I do that the delay has been due to the complexities of the
contract of this type. I know that the hon Member does not necessarily agree with
this, but this is the position. However, having said this, I wish to tell him that I am
making this one of my priorities.
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ORAL

NO. 427 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – RESPONSIBILITY POSTS
Can Government state how many responsibility posts are currently on an acting
basis?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Answered together with Question No. 428 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 428 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – TLR
Can Government state whether the TLR’s have now been implemented as promised
by the previous Minister?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Answer to Question 427 of 2007
There are currently 54 responsibility posts on an acting basis.

Answer to Question 428 of 2007
The TLRs have not yet been implemented. The rather lengthy consultation period,
however, will be completed shortly.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 427 AND 428 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Does the Minister have any indication when these will be put into place, since he has
54 acting how soon will these TLRs be in place? And whether these TLRs’ positions
will be backdated as from September of this year?

HON C G BELTRAN:
No, nothing of the sort was promised by the previous Minister, what the hon Member
I am sure understands and knows is that this has been a lengthy period of
consultation, which is very much required if one is going to re-organise
responsibilities in schools. That is now coming to an end and it will be implemented
shortly.
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ORAL

NO. 429 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – SCHOOL SECRETARIES
Can Government state what the complement of secretaries in schools is, whether
they are part-time or full-time, and giving a breakdown by school?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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Answer to Question 429 of 2007
The total complement of school secretaries is 4 full-timers and 11 part-timers.

Westside
Bayside
St Anne’s Middle
Sacred Heart Middle
St Joseph’s Middle
Bishop Fitzgerald
Middle
Governor’s Meadow
First
Notre Dame First
St Paul’s First
St Joseph’s First
Gibraltar
College/Hebrew
Primary
St Mary’s First/
St Bernard’s First
St Martin’s Special/
St Bernard’s First

F/T School Secretaries P/T School Secretaries
2
2
1
1
1
1
-

1

-

1
1
1
1

-

1

-

1

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 429 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Have the Government any intention of having full-time secretaries in each school at
any point?

HON C G BELTRAN:
Not at this moment in time, not at this point.
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ORAL

NO. 430 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – MINOR WORKS EXPENDITURE
Can Government state how much money has been spent on minor works in schools
in the academic year 2005/2006 and 2006/2007 to date giving a breakdown by
schools and amounts spent respectively?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Answered together with Question No. 431 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 431 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – MAINTENANCE EXPENDITURE
Can Government state how much money has been spent on maintenance in schools
in the academic year 2005/2006 and 2006/2007 to date giving a breakdown by
schools and amounts spent respectively?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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Answer to Question 431 of 2007

Answer to Question 430
School
Bayside
Westside
GCFE
Bishop Fitzgerald
St Anne’s
Sacred Heart
St Joseph’s Middle
St Mary’s
St Paul’s
Notre Dame
St Joseph’s First
Governor’s Meadow
St Bernard’s
Hebrew
St Martin’s Special

2005/6 Minor Works
£331,767
£212,692
£101,427
£49,120
£4,138
£41,582
-

2006/7 Minor Works
£632,347
£29,487
£16,145
£6,676
£9,271
£7,482
£19,404
£16,947
£19,820
£3,949
£29,644
£51,250
£880
£80,598

2005/6 Maintenance
£16,738
£24,770
£20,150
£15,143
£18,446
£9,534
£22,512
£16,043
£15,330
£17,456
£7,749
£12,596
£14,258
£1,749
£20,340

2006/7 maintenance
£24,629
£46,311
£12,150
£12,733
£63,583
£11,849
£16,915
£7,170
£12,317
£14,040
£14,465
£7,053
£4,891
£24,088
£14,214

Answer to Question 431
School
Bayside
Westside
GCFE
Bishop Fitzgerald
St Anne’s
Sacred Heart
St Joseph’s Middle
St Mary’s
St Paul’s
Notre Dame
St Joseph’s First
Governor’s Meadow
St Bernard’s
Hebrew
St Martin’s Special
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 430 AND 431 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
One thing as a matter of interest, why is it that in Sacred Heart and St Mary’s and
some other schools……… There is a mistake here. The mistake is, it is just that I do
not want to embarrass the Government about this. The mistake is a simple mistake
and I think it is a typographical mistake, where at the top of the answer to Question
No. 430 it says, 05/06 minor works and minor works, maintenance and maintenance.
I asked the questions, I thought it was maintenance and minor works, maintenance
and minor works, that is all. Just to clarify.

HON C G BELTRAN:
I assure the hon Member I am not embarrassed in the least because I do not think
that that is actually what he asked. He says can Government state how much
money has been spent on minor works in schools in academic years 2005/2006, that
is what I have given him in the table to that question. Then he asks how much
money is being spent on maintenance in schools in 2005/2006 and 2006/2007 and I
have provided him with another table. There is an element of confusion in the way
that he is seeing these.
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ORAL

NO. 432 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – DRIVERS
Can Government state how many drivers are currently employed within the
Department of Education?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING

There are currently three Department of Education employees with driving duties.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 432 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Is there anybody specifically employed as driver or do they have somebody else
employed as something else driving?

HON C G BELTRAN:
I have just said that there are three employees in the Department of Education and
Training, part of the duties of which is driving.

HON S E LINARES:
Is it within their job description?

HON C G BELTRAN:
Absolutely.
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NO. 433 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – CONTRACTS
Can Government state what was the total number of employment contracts
registered with the Employment Agency as at 31st October 2007 giving a breakdown
by nationality and sex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

In keeping with established Government policy and practice, all employment related
statistics are made available to the Opposition at the end of each quarter.
Accordingly, the statistical information being requested in respect of the month of
October 2007 will be made available to the Opposition at the end of the fourth
quarter, together with the statistical information for the months of November and
December 2007.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 433 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
I must say I am disappointed with the response given by the Minister. I am aware of
the practice established by my predecessor, with the Minister’s predecessor, of
requesting statistical information in the form of a statistical report for each particular
quarter. I have decided on this occasion, being my first, to adopt a different
approach and to ask questions orally in order to receive answers orally in this
particular House. If I had wanted to adopt this particular approach I would have done
so and I would have written to the Minister. Having decided to ask the questions
orally, as I am entitled to under the Standing Rules, I am entitled to get an oral
answer. The Order Paper provides for questions and answers, the Rules provide
that where the question is marked as being asked orally the Member is entitled to an
oral answer. I would therefore ask Mr Speaker to so rule.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Standing Orders entitle the hon Member to ask the question, they do not oblige the
Government to provide the information. If the hon Member is unilaterally going to
decide………

HON G H LICUDI:
Point of Order.

MR SPEAKER:
What is the point of Order?

HON G H LICUDI:
The point of order is the question whether the Government are obliged or not and I
would like to refer Mr Speaker to………

MR SPEAKER:
There is no doubt the hon Member is entitled to ask a question for oral answer but as
the Chief Minister is explaining I cannot control the answer. The hon Member will
hear the answer in a moment.

HON G H LICUDI:
Yes, under Standing Rule 16, it says, a Member is entitled to state that he requires
an oral answer. When the Member has so stated an oral answer shall be given.

MR SPEAKER:
That is correct.

HON G H LICUDI:
And if the answer is we do not give you the information, is that the Governments
xxxxx?
HON CHIEF MINISTER:
At some point in time the hon Member will discover that he is not in the Magistrates’
Court in this building. Now, if the hon Member has unilaterally decided to
discontinue an arrangement entered into between the Government and the
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Opposition, which was a concession by the Government to the Opposition, he does
so at his peril. So on the basis of the hon Member’s assertion, the Government will
no longer provide the Opposition with a quarterly statement. Now the answer to his
question is that the Government publish unemployment statistics quarterly and is not
willing to provide them to the hon Member monthly.

HON G H LICUDI:
I have not stated at all that I would discontinue the practice which was previously
established. I said that for this occasion I wanted to have oral answers to see
whether that was a better approach from our point of view. I did not say that this was
discontinued for the future. I am aware of the previous practice, I certainly was not
aware that this was a concession of any sort but simply an arrangement between
Government and Opposition. Governments and Oppositions are entitled to make
those arrangements. Opposition Members are entitled to ask questions and
Government should be obliged, if they are to be held politically accountable for their
actions, to answer the questions in this House.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
What the hon Member said is a matter of posterity in Hansard and I do not intend to
repeat what he said. He did not say what he has just said he has said. If he wants
to satisfy himself of that he will have to check for himself in Hansard. The
Government are not required to publish information at whatever intervals of time the
Opposition Members choose to request and will not do so. The Government have
made the policy decision many months ago, many years ago indeed, to publish
unemployment statistics quarterly and that is the interval of time in which the
information is available to the Opposition and not otherwise.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Can the Chief Minister say when was the last quarter for which they published
unemployment information?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Not off hand.

HON J J BOSSANO:
So it may be that he is not publishing it quarterly then, notwithstanding the fact that
he thinks he is.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I am describing the policy, the Government normally put out a press release. The
Opposition, under the arrangement that his new colleague no longer finds
satisfactory, used to get much more information than the Government choose to
publish, in the sense of making a public announcement of it. But if the hon Members
no longer want it they will not receive it.

HON J J BOSSANO:
That is not my question that is a separate issue. What I am asking is, since the
Government say that it is their policy to publish the statistics quarterly, I am asking
him when was the last quarter that they were published? I can assure him it is a very
long time since I have seen any published.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Published has always meant sending to the Opposition Members.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I see, so we are supposed to issue………

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Government make the information available to the Opposition Members.
Whether the Government then put out a press release making a public statement
about it is a matter for the Government and not for the Opposition.

HON J J BOSSANO:
The Chief Minister has just said two seconds ago that the policy of the Government
is to publish quarterly unemployment statistics which are more limited than the
information we seek. I am asking him when was the last quarter for which they
published it in accordance with the policy that he has just told us? The answer is he
does not know.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not know when a public statement was last made. That is what he means by
published, no, I do not know.
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HON J J BOSSANO:
What I mean is what he said. I mean the same as he meant when he said the
Government issues a press release with the unemployment quarterly, that is what he
just said. Well, the answer is they have not done it for some time. Therefore, we
certainly use the information to analyse the situation but we do not issue statements
saying these are the Government unemployment figures. I do not think he expects
us to do that.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
If he were wanting to be critical of unemployment I would expect the hon Member to
comment. That is why they are sent to him. That is why the figures are made
available to you, so that the hon Member has available information with which to
criticise Government on unemployment, if that is what he thought those statistics
justified him doing. But that is different, I thought the Government put out regular
press releases saying the unemployment, they used to, I had not noticed that it is
some time now that they have not done so. But certainly, if the hon Member, the
other Member, does not want his quarterly reports from the Government then he
does not have it. But I am sure on reflection he will wish to maintain the existing
arrangement.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Yes, it may be more or less useful to obtain the information without having to wait for
a meeting of the House.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The hon Member at the end of the quarterly period is free to ask the question will the
Government provide the unemployment statistics, and so long as it is in respect of a
quarter the Government will say yes, I am now handing to the hon Member a
schedule containing the same figures that we now send him spontaneously.

HON J J BOSSANO:
So really the issue is whether it is at a greater frequency, that is the point.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Absolutely. That is the only point.
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HON F R PICARDO:
As the person who was responsible for the arrangement, can I just say two things?
First of all, I have never sought and will never seek a concession from the Chief
Minister. This was not a concession, not out of pride but out of a sense of duty to
those who have elected me to be on the Opposition, to hold them to account and not
to seek concessions from them. What I did was an arrangement for the benefit of
both sides of the House, with not the Minister’s predecessor but his earlier
predecessor, Mr Linares, to put the questions that are put orally in writing and to
have those provided at quarterly intervals and recorded as written questions and
written answers. The Government do not issue periodically, either quarterly or
otherwise, statements to the effect of those statistical questions which are answered
directly to the Opposition. The Government issue their own data on unemployment
but they do not issue answers to those questions which are specifically provided to
the Opposition by arrangement as written answers to written questions. Public, as I
understand it, under the arrangement from the moment after the House ends, the
House in which they are provided ends, and recorded as written answers.

HON G H LICUDI:
If I understood the Chief Minister correctly, he is saying that information will be
provided at the end of a particular quarter irrespective of whether or not it is
requested in writing. As I understood the Chief Minister he did say that if it is
requested in the House, as long as it relates to a particular quarter, it will be handed
over during the question session in the House. The last statistical report that was
made available to my Colleague was a statistical report in respect of the second
quarter of 2007. The second quarter ended in June, therefore the third quarter is
July, August, September. Each of the questions, Nos 433 to 451, relate exclusively
to the third quarter. Sorry, except for Question No. 433 which talks about 31st
October. Each of the others, as I understand, relate to monthly breakdown for the
third quarter. In other words, for exactly the same period that it would have been
provided in writing had I requested it at the end of the third quarter. All I am asking is
for the information which was provided in writing previously be handed over in this
House. What is conceptionally wrong with that?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The hon Member is not asking for information on a monthly basis, he is asking for
information as at 31st October 2007.

HON G H LICUDI:
That is Question No. 433 but look at the others.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
This is the question we are answering, we are on Question No. 433.
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HON G H LICUDI:
The Minister said he would answer Question Nos. 433 to 451 together as I
understood it.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No.
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ORAL

NO. 434 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – CONTRACTS
Can Government state what was the number of employment contracts registered
with the Employment Agency in respect of private employers excluding Governmentowned and joint venture companies in each month in the third quarter of 2007 giving
a breakdown by nationality and sex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 435 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 435 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – CONTRACTS
Can Government state how many employment contracts were registered with the
Employment Agency for frontier workers in each month in the third quarter of 2007
giving a breakdown by sex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 and 436 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 436 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – DETACHED WORKERS
Can Government state the number of workers that were registered with the
Employment Agency as detached workers in each month in the third quarter of 2007
giving a breakdown of their trade and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434, 435 and 437 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 437 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – CONTRACTS
Can Government give details of the number of employment contracts terminated in
each month in the third quarter of 2007 giving a breakdown by nationality, sex and
industry?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 436 and 438 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 438 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – WORK PERMITS
Can Government state the number of work permits issued in each month in the third
quarter of 2007 giving a breakdown by occupation, sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 437 and 439 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 439 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – VACANCIES
Can Government state how many vacancies were filled in each month in the third
quarter of 2007 and how many were for part-time employment giving a breakdown by
sex and industry as follows:
(a) Gibraltarians; and
(b) Other nationals?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 438 and 440 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 440 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – NEW ENTRANTS
Can Government state how many new entrants to the local labour market were
registered in each month in the third quarter of 2007 giving a breakdown by
nationality and sex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 439 and 441 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 441 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – GIBRALTARIANS
Can Government state how many of the Gibraltarians employed in each month in the
third quarter of 2007 were registered with the Employment Agency giving a
breakdown by age and sex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 440 and 442 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 442 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – GIBRALTARIANS
Can Government state how many Gibraltarians were added to the unemployment
register in each month in the third quarter of 2007 giving a breakdown by age and
sex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 441 and 443 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 443 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – GIBRALTARIANS
Can Government give a breakdown of male and female unemployed Gibraltarians
aged 18 and over in each month in the third quarter of 2007 receiving:
(a) unemployment benefit;
(b) social assistance;
(c) no payments?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 442 and 444 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 444 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – GIBRALTARIANS
Can Government state how many Gibraltarians registered as unemployed with the
Employment Agency in each month in the third quarter of 2007 were registered as
looking for part-time jobs giving a breakdown by sex and age?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 443 and 445 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 445 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – VACANCIES
Can Government give a monthly breakdown of vacancies for casual workers opened
with the Employment Agency in each month in the third quarter of 2007 giving a
breakdown by industry of how many of these have been filled by Gibraltarians?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 444 and 446 to 451 of 2007.
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NO. 446 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – TERMS OF ENGAGEMENT
Can Government state how many terms of engagement were registered with the
Employment Agency in each month in the third quarter of 2007
(a) including directors; and
(b) excluding directors?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 445 and 447 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 447 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – SELF-EMPLOYED
Can Government state how many persons were registered as self-employed with the
Employment Agency in each month in the third quarter of 2007 giving a breakdown
by nationality and sex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 446 and 448 to 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 448 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – JOB CLUB
Can Government state how many persons have used the facilities provided by the
Job Club in each month in the third quarter of 2007 giving a breakdown by sex and
age?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 447 and 449 to 451 of 2007.
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NO. 449 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – WAGE SUBSIDY SCHEME
Can Government state whether in each month in the third quarter of 2007 there has
been any increase in the number of persons that have been placed in employment,
giving a breakdown by age and sex, in the wage subsidy scheme?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 448, 450 and 451 of 2007.
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NO. 450 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – WAGE SUBSIDY SCHEME
Can Government state whether in each month in the third quarter of 2007 there has
been any increase in the number of employers participating in the wage subsidy
scheme?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 434 to 449 and 451 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 451 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT – WAGE SUBSIDY SCHEME
Can Government state what was the expenditure by the Employment Agency on
wage subsidy in each month in the third quarter of 2007 and the number of people
and of employers involved?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

I now hand the hon Member schedules with the information requested.
I wish to advise the hon Member opposite that all this information plus other related
statistical information, is made available to the Opposition systematically, as I am
sure we have now cleared that position, at the end of each quarter as agreed in May
2005 between the then Minister with responsibility for Employment, my colleague
Bernard Linares and the Opposition Member Fabian Picardo, at the time Opposition
spokesperson for employment related issues. I am further advised that such an
arrangement was noted by yourself, Mr Speaker.
I have, however, most recently been made aware that the statistical information for
the third quarter of 2007 has not yet been made available to the Opposition
Members. This is much regretted as there was and is no reason why such a set of
quarterly statistical information should not have been passed on. It has been
explained to me by the officials responsible that this departure from established
practice can only be put down to an oversight on their part given the recent change
of Minister with responsibility for Employment through whom such statistical
information is made available to the Opposition.
I must then, take the opportunity to provide the Opposition Member with the set of
statistical information that, as agreed, should have been made available at the end of
the third quarter of this year, and further assure him that such information will
continue to be made available, as agreed, soon after the end of the relevant quarter
should we now establish what are going to do.
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Answer to Question 451 of 2007

Answer to Question 433

Gib.

Other
British

Spanish

Moroccan

Other
EEC

Other NonEEC

Total

July

6703

4123

3431

952

1234

725

17168

August

6703

4146

3405

947

1278

774

17253

September

6739

4170

3416

941

1283

767

17316

2007

Answer to Question 435
2007
July
August
September

M
3680
3706
3745

F
2224
2245
2247

Total
5904
5951
5992

Answer to Question 436

July 2007

Managerial
Professional
Associate Professional
Administrative
Skilled Trades
Personal Services
Sales & Customer Svcs.
Plant Operators
Elementary Occupations
Totals

Spanish
97

10

1
108

British
1
10
11

Other
Other EEC Non-EEC
2
2
27
1

3

25

106

2

Total
3
136
12

11
3

24
3

44

1
179

August 2007

Managerial
Professional
Associate Professional
Administrative
Skilled Trades
Personal Services
Sales & Customer Svcs.
Plant Operators
Elementary Occupations
Totals

September 2007

Managerial
Professional
Associate Professional
Administrative
Skilled Trades
Personal Services
Sales & Customer Svcs.
Plant Operators
Elementary Occupations
Totals

Spanish
55

British
4

Other
Other EEC Non-EEC
1
13
46
1

14
1

70

Spanish
26

4

British
2

14

3

14
4

50

138

Other
Other EEC Non-EEC
4
12
39
1

3

107

16

Total
4
79
1

37

37
1

77

122

1

26

Total
1
118
1

Contd Answer to Question 451 of 2007

Answer to Question 439

Gibraltarians
July 2007

Male

August 2007

9

Female
26

Total
35

15

22

37

5

44

49

September 2007

Other
Nationals
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007

Male
30
11
10

Female
62
46
53

Total
92
57
63

Answer to Question 440
SPANISH NATIONALS
2007
July
August
September

Males
100
72
86

Females
37
38
41

Total
137
110
127

Females
38
41
39

Total
117
97
105

OTHER BRITISH NATIONALS
2007
July
August
September

Males
79
56
66

MOROCCAN NATIONALS
2007
July
August
September

Moroccan
0
1
1

108

Contd Answer to Question 451 of 2007

Answer to Question 441
Jul 2007
Under 18
18 – 24
25 & Over
Total

Male
2
10
11
23

Female
4
7
6
17

Total
6
17
17
40

Aug 2007
Under 18
18 – 24
25 & Over
Total

Male
0
7
10
17

Female
0
8
10
18

Total
0
15
20
35

Sep 2007
Under 18
18 – 24
25 & Over
Total

Male
3
9
20
32

Female
3
11
6
20

Total
6
20
26
52

Answer to Question 442

Jul 2007
Under 18
18 – 24
25 & Over
Total

Male
0
15
31
46

Female
0
15
22
37

Total
0
30
53
83

Aug 2007
Under 18
18 – 24
25 & Over
Total

Male
5
20
37
62

Female
6
27
28
61

Total
11
47
65
123

Sep 2007
Under 18
18 – 24
25 & Over
Total

Male
8
24
33
65

Female
4
18
30
52

Total
12
42
63
117
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Contd Answer to Question 451 of 2007
Answer to Question 443

A. UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT

2007
July
August
September

MALES
38
32
28

FEMALES
41
39
32

TOTAL
79
71
60

18/25
24
25
22

25+
55
46
38

FEMALES
73
69
64

TOTAL
137
137
129

18/25
22
23
20

25+
115
114
109

FEMALES
4
24
30

TOTAL
47
78
86

18/25
17
29
33

25+
30
49
53

B. SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

2007
July
August
September

MALES
64
68
65

C. NO PAYMENTS

2007
July
August
September

MALES
43
54
56

Answer to Question 444
July 2007
Under 18

18-24
25 and over
Total

Male
0
0
0
0

Female
0
0
12
12

Total
0
0
12
12

August 2007
Under 18
18-24
25 and over
Total

Male
0
0
0
0

Female
0
0
11
11

Total
0
0
11
11
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September 2007
Under 18
18-24
25 and over
Total

Male
0
0
0
0

Female
0
0
8
8

Total
0
0
8
8

Cont………
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Contd Answer to Question 451 of 2007

Answer to Question 445
2007
Total
Gibraltarian

July
0
0

August
1
0

September
0
0

Answer to Question 446

2007
Including Directors
Excluding Directors

July

August

September

22458
21427

22534
21522

22579
21586

Answer to Question 447

2007
July

August
September

M
533
534
541

F
241
246
248

Total
774
780
789

Answer to Question 448
July 2007
Under 18
18-24
25 & Over
Total

Males
1
7
11
19

Females
1
3
3
7

Total
2
10
14
26

August 2007
Under 18
18-24
25 & Over
Total

Males
4
6
14
24

Females
2
8
9
19

Total
6
14
23
43

September 2007
Under 18
18-24
25 & Over
Total

Males
0
12
8
20

Females
2
3
17
22

Total
2
15
25
42
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Contd Answer to Question 451 of 2007
Answer to Question 449
Jul 2007
Under 18
18 – 24
25 & Over
Total

Male
0
0
0
0

Female
0
0
0
0

Total
0
0
0
0

Aug 2007
Under 18
18 – 24
25 & Over
Total

Male
0
0
0
0

Female
0
0
0
0

Total
0
0
0
0

Sep 2007
Under 18
18 – 24
25 & Over
Total

Male
0
0
0
0

Female
0
0
0
0

Total
0
0
0
0

Answer to Question 450
2007
July
August
September

Increase in employers
0
0
0

Answer to Question 451
Year 2007
Expenditure (£)

July
4840

August
340

September
2675

Year 2007
Total of Employers
Total of Employees

July
6
7

August
4
5

September
4
5
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 434 TO 451 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
I am indeed grateful for that clarification by the Minister and the assurance that the
information will continue to be forthcoming despite the comments of the Chief
Minister earlier. I had noted that the information had not been provided, as at the
end of the third quarter I was not an Elected Member of Parliament and, therefore, I
was not in a position to request it. Given that there was going to be one before the
end of the year, I decided to ask for it on this occasion in this Parliament and I will
see whether that is the practice to be continued or whether we will revert. But if the
information is provided anyway on a quarterly basis then that is information which will
be welcome and which can be used the next time that we come to this House.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Can the Minister confirm that, in fact, the number of employment contracts registered
at the end of a particular month is not something that has been included in these
quarterly reports and that in previous meetings of the House, they have given it
whenever the House has met? The subject matter of Question No. 433, which was
supposed to be a departure from the system of the quarterly reports, with which
there seems to have been such an amount of confusion, is one which in fact is not
included in the quarterly reports and which has been answered previously whenever
it happened to be asked in whatever month the House met.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Possibly on a quarterly basis.

HON J J BOSSANO:
No, it is a one off basis.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I accept the point that it appears not to be in the bundle of quarterly provided
information but when it is provided in answer to a question in the House, it is in a
quarterly bunch not in a monthly bunch.

HON J J BOSSANO:
No, because it is just a figure that says yesterday there were 20,000 contracts
registered, it has nothing to do with quarterlies.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Possibly yes.

HON G H LICUDI:
I can confirm in any event that in relation to Question No. 433, that question is not
included in the previous quarter. That is why that is a one off as opposed to part of
the quarterly reports.
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ORAL

NO. 452 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government state how many questionnaires have been issued to employers in
respect of this year’s October Employment Survey?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

A total of 1,892 questionnaires were sent out in respect of the October 2007
Employment Survey.
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ORAL

NO. 453 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the distribution of average annual earnings as shown in
Table 16 of the October 2005 Employment Survey Report in respect of MOD
employment?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

This information was provided in answer to Question No. 1067 of 2006. I will hand
over to the hon Member the table given in answer to that Question.
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NO. 454 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the breakdown by industry in respect of the 1,212
employers who made completed returns in respect of the October 2006 Employment
Survey?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 455 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 455 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government list the public sector entities and Government owned and joint
venture companies that are included in the October 2006 Employment Survey
Report showing the industrial classification?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453, 454 and 456 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 456 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the information in Table 16 of the October 2005
Employment Survey Report in respect of those public sector entities and
Government owned joint venture companies included as part of the private sector?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 455 and 457 to 473 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 457 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the information in Table 16 of the October 2006
Employment Survey Report in respect of those public sector entities and
Government owned joint venture companies included as part of the private sector?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 456 and 458 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 458 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for part-time employment in the MOD in respect
of Table 11 of the October 2005 Employment Survey Report showing the breakdown
by industry, sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 457 and 459 to 473 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 459 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for full-time employment in the MOD in respect of
Table 11 of the October 2005 Employment Survey Report showing the breakdown by
industry, sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 458 and 460 to 473 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 460 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for part-time employment in the MOD in respect
of Table 11 of the October 2006 Employment Survey Report showing the breakdown
by industry, sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 459 and 461 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 461 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for full-time employment in the MOD in respect of
Table 11 of the October 2006 Employment Survey Report showing the breakdown by
industry, sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 460 and 462 to 473 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 462 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the distribution of average earnings as shown in Table 16
of the October 2006 Employment Survey Report in respect of MOD employment?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 461 and 463 to 473 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 463 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the distribution of average annual earnings as shown in
Table 16 of the October 2006 Employment Survey Report in respect of MOD
employment?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 462 and 464 to 473 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 464 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for part-time employment in respect of Table 12
of the October 2005 Employment Survey Report showing the breakdown by industry,
sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 463 and 465 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 465 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for full-time employment in respect of Table 12 of
the October 2005 Employment Survey Report showing the breakdown by industry,
sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 464 and 466 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 466 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for full-time employment in respect of Table 12 of
the October 2006 Employment Survey Report showing the breakdown by industry,
sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 465 and 467 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 467 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for part-time employment in the Gibraltar
Government in respect of Table 11 of the October 2005 Employment Survey Report
showing the breakdown by industry, sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 466 and 468 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 468 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for full-time employment in the Gibraltar
Government in respect of Table 11 of the October 2005 Employment Survey Report
showing the breakdown by industry, sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 467 and 469 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 469 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for part-time employment in the Gibraltar
Government in respect of Table 11 of the October 2006 Employment Survey Report
showing the breakdown by industry, sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 468 and 470 to 473 of 2007.

135

ORAL

NO. 470 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the figure for full-time employment in the Gibraltar
Government in respect of Table 11 of the October 2006 Employment Survey Report
showing the breakdown by industry, sex and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 469 and 471 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 471 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the distribution of average annual earnings as shown in
Table 16 of the October 2006 Employment Survey Report in respect of private sector
employment?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 470 and 472 to 473 of 2007.
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NO. 472 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the distribution of average annual earnings as shown in
Table 16 of the October 2006 Employment Survey Report in respect of private sector
employment?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

Answered together with Question Nos. 453 to 471 and 473 of 2007.
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NO. 473 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide the comparable breakdown for October 2006 of all the fulltime employee jobs by industry, sex and nationality as given in Table 12 of the
Employment Survey Report in respect of the 836 employers or such lesser number
as returned filled questionnaires for October 2006 having also done so for October
2002 and 2003?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

I now hand the hon Member schedules with the information requested.
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149
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153
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157
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 453 TO 473 OF 2007

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Clearly the hon Member cannot xxxxx but can I just indicate to him that the
Government are seeking ways of expanding the amount of statistics and the range of
statistics that are published in the Abstract of Statistics and in these reports. A lot of
this information is available because it is part of the build up for the tables that are
actually provided. If the hon Member has any ideas that he wants to put to me as to
further tables that can be added to the published reports, like these breakdowns for
example, so long as they are available from the source data that is obtained, which
obviously they are they could not have been provided so quickly, the Government
would be perfectly willing to include them in the published surveys or in the Abstract
of Statistics, depending on which of the reports they would normally belong in. There
is no reason why we have to stick only to the tables that have historically been there.
If there is a breakdown that the House would consider useful to include by way of
expanded published statistics, we would be quite happy to expand the reports to
include them.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I am grateful. In fact, the Chief Minister of course will see that these are all simply, in
many respects, giving more detailed breakdowns of tables that have to have this
information in the first instance in order to finish up with the combined totals that are
published.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
If the hon Member would draw up a list of the ones that he would find useful to be
included in the original………

HON J J BOSSANO:
I will certainly do that, I am grateful for the offer.
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NO. 474 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT
Can Government provide a breakdown of the numbers in the £25,000 and over
category of Table 16 of the October 2006 Employment Survey Report showing the
numbers between £25,000 and £29,000 and those with earnings of £30,000 and
over?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR & INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

The information requested is shown in Table 16 of the Report. If the hon Member
can look at the report he will see that in 2005 the table went up to £25,000 and it has
now gone up to £30,000.
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NO. 475 OF 2007

UNALLOCATED
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ORAL

NO. 476 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GHA – CATERING FACILITIES
Can Government now say whether the total cost of the catering facility of the
Gibraltar Health Authority of £1,807,252 was spent over several financial years or
one financial year and identify the breakdown in different years if there is more that
one?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

The total cost was spent over several financial years as follows:Financial Year
2004/2005
2005/2006
2006/2007
Total

Amount
£1,425,284.26
£321,555.76
£60,411.98
£1,807,252.00
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NO. 477 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – AMBULANCE SERVICE
Can Government give the area in square metres of the original room that was used
as a working room for the emergency ambulance crew within the A & E Department?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question No. 478 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 478 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – AMBULANCE SERVICE
Can Government give the area in square metres of the new more ample working
room within the A & E Department for the emergency ambulance crew?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

The emergency ambulance crew have never had a working room within the A & E
Department. When the GHA agreed that they should have one, a room of nine
square metres was first identified. The area subsequently offered is 20 square
metres.
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NO. 479 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – PLUMBING WORKS
Can Government set out the total costs to date incurred and the estimated total
expenditure, showing a breakdown, in respect of the plumbing works in St Bernard’s
Hospital?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Costs incurred to date by the contractors is £176,000.00. The works are being
carried out by the contractor as part of the defects period. The total forecast
expenditure has not yet been identified by the contractor.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 479 OF 2007

HON N F COSTA:
When did the Government become aware that such an overhaul was necessary?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
About 18 months ago.

HON N F COSTA:
Why then did the Government only announce this information to the public after the
General Election?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Neither the GHA nor the Government felt it was necessary to announce anything
before the General Election, or even after. The moment we felt that we had to
announce something was the moment when it was announced, and that was when

166

the works reached areas where patients could possibly be affected as well as visitors
alike. I am talking about wards where there are patients in them and, obviously,
visitors will go and visit.

HON N F COSTA:
I am grateful to the Minister for the answer just given. Then why was there no
information given to the public about the fact that patients would be affected before
the General Election?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Why would we have to give that information before the General Election?
because it pleases Opposition Members?

Just

HON F R PICARDO:
No, because it affects the way that people regard the way the Government Ministers
are managing the health services of this community, and they like to pretend that the
Europort Hospital is the best hospital in southern Europe. Yet, before the General
Election they do not tell us that patient care at the hospital is going to be affected by
plumbing works required, and after the General Election they see fit to give us that
information. That is the reason. Would the Minister not agree with me that it would
have been fairer to tell people before the Election, that their management of the
health service was going to result in that sort of disruption?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
I do not agree with the hon Member’s analysis and I do not think, that whether it is
fair or not has nothing to do with what he has just asked me.
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NO. 480 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NUMBER OF OPERATIONS
Can Government state how many operations were performed in St Bernard’s
Hospital on a monthly basis, from October 2006 to November 2007, by speciality,
specifying which were elective and which were emergencies?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 481 to 483 of 2007.
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NO. 481 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – OUT-PATIENT ATTENDANCES (SBH)
Can Government state the total number of out-patient attendances at St Bernard’s
Hospital on a monthly basis, between October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 480, 482 and 483 of 2007.
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NO. 482 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – IN-PATIENT ADMISSIONS (SBH)
Can Government state the total number of in-patient admissions and the average
number of patients per day at St Bernard’s Hospital on a monthly basis, between
October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 480, 481 and 483 of 2007.
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NO. 483 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NON-ENTITLED PATIENTS
Can Government state how many non-entitled patients have been admitted to St
Bernard’s Hospital on a monthly basis, from October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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Answer to Question 483 of 2007

Answer to Question 480 of 2007
Statistics for the months of October 2006 to January 2007 were answered in
questions 93, 95 and 96 of 2007.

Elective

Speciality
Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sep Oct
65
66
50
65
75
72
74
54 77
General
22
27
24
32
17
17
28
17 29
Gynae/Obs
36
23
28
35
34
25
20
32 40
Ophthalmics
17
25
14
28
23
27
13
28 23
Oral
50
53
50
45
51
37
32
36 50
Orthopaedics
13
12
20
11
13
27
13
14 26
Otorhinolaryngology
7
18
8
17
9
21
14
26 16
Pain Relief
5
0
0
0
0
0
11
8
0
Plastic Surgery
0
0
0
0
3
4
6
3
0
Psychiatry
0
0
0
0
0
0
5
0
0
Cardiac
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
Spinals
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
Anaesthetics
TOTAL
215 224
194 233
225 230 217 218 261
Emergency

Speciality
Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sep Oct
10
13
8
13
8
10
10
5 13
General
7
6
8
4
8
6
9
9
8
Gynae/Obs
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
Ophthalmology
0
1
0
2
0
0
0
0
2
Oral
12
14
16
11
14
7
6
9 14
Orthopaedics
1
2
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
Otorhinolaryngology
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
Radiologist
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
Anaethetist
TOTAL
30
36
33
32
30
23
26
24 39

Contd………
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Contd Answer to Question 483 of 2007

Answer to Question 481 of 2007
Statistics for October 06 to January 07 were answered in Question 85 of 2007.
Clinics
FEBRUARY 2007
MARCH 2007
APRIL 2007
MAY 2007
JUNE 2007
JULY 2007
AUGUST 2007
SEPTEMBER 2007
OCTOBER 2007
Totals

2773
2872
2457
3161
3085
2997
2644
2717
3182
37,000

A&E
Dressings
433
516
599
414
507
629
509
500
512
6,573

Clinics
2103
2296
1998
2031
2001
1535
2144
1996
1655
25,994

Physiotherapy
Plasters
43
52
40
37
16
38
34
36
36
465

649
889
1084
499
436
423
422
422
530
8,078

Mar
2007

Apr
2007

May
2007

Jun
2007

Jul
2007

Aug
2007

Sep
2007

Oct
2007

Nov
2007

Total Admissions
Average Inpatients
Non-entitled
patient admissions

Feb
2007

Answer to Questions 482 and 483

386
155
6

385
167
4

349
139
2

430
153
16

408
147
1

358
143
5

364
154
7

382
159
4

429
159
9

358
168
9
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NO. 484 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – GPMS REGISTRATION
Why are pensioners who apply to register with the GPMS required to declare their
income?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question No. 485 of 2007.

174

ORAL

NO. 485 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – GPMS REGISTRATION
Why does the GHA not accept a passport as proof of identity when a person applies
to register in the Group Practice Medical Scheme as a person not in employment or
for exemption on the grounds of low income?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Persons are required to declare their income because of Regulation 6A of the
Medical (Group Practice Scheme). This has always been the case dating back to
the days of the AACR and during the days of the GSLP.
The Identity Card is normally requested for identification purposes and because it
also helps to identify whether a patient falls under category A, B or C in the Civil
Status Regulations.
If a member of the public cannot provide an Identity Card, then the passport together
with proof of residency is accepted instead.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 484 AND 485 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Can the Minister say to what use the information on the income is put by the
Gibraltar Health Authority which they obtain under Regulation 6A?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Well, to very good use for the benefit of the patient. The reason why we ask for their
income is to establish whether their income is sufficiently low to entitle them to
exempt status, which would give them added benefits like free dental care and free
house calls.
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HON J J BOSSANO:
I see. So that means that the purpose of the income is to establish who is on a low
income, even if they do not claim to be on a low income?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
That is correct, the GHA would be failing in its duty if they did not establish that.

HON J J BOSSANO:
But presumably, people cannot then be refused to be registered if they choose to
keep their income private?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Well, then they could not be classified as exempt status.

HON J J BOSSANO:
No, if I want to register and I choose not to divulge my income, or indeed, to
authorise the Gibraltar Health Authority to ask the Income Tax Department to provide
them with my returns, which is another thing that has to be done on this form, it may
have been done since the beginning but it cannot possibly have been in force in the
beginning because, presumably, people would have complained about it previously
and not just now. Not even in the last 11 years have we come across people
complaining about being told that unless they fill that in, if they leave it blank they
cannot be registered. Now, can the Minister confirm that if the purpose of the
exercise is to safeguard pensioners on low income who choose not to inform that
they are on low income and entitled to additional benefit, then presumably the citizen
is entitled not to take advantage of that and not to declare the income? If it is for his
benefit?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Let me just clarify that not everybody who goes to register is given this form where
they have to declare their income. Only people whose contributions are paid by the
Social Assistance Fund, namely, the unemployed and pensioners. Now, I assume
that if a pensioner or an unemployed person not wishing to declare their income
were to say I do not want to fill this part of the form, then the only thing that would
happen would be that they would not be registered as exempt, and therefore would
not be entitled to the added benefits that the exempt status brings.

176

HON J J BOSSANO:
Can the Minister confirm that if a pensioner goes there and says I do not see why I
should tell you what my income is, and I do not see why I should give you the right to
authorise the Commissioner of Income Tax to divulge information which is
confidential to you, if a person has got the right to refuse to do that it does not
prevent him from being registered and being treated like a normal patient. Is that
correct?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
That is completely correct.
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NO. 486 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GHA – PRESCRIBED MEDICINES SOURCED IN SPAIN
Can Government confirm that its policy is that prescribed medicines that are sourced
in Spain have to be paid for by patients?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

No, unless the patient seeks private care in Gibraltar or in Spain.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 486 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
So the fact that some patients have been prescribed by the Health Centre doctor
medicines and have subsequently been told by the pharmacist that they have to pay
for it because the Gibraltar Health Authority will not pay for it, is in fact incorrect and
that person can then go back and reclaim the money, is that the position?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
The only occasion that I can think of, off the top of my head, where a doctor at the
Health Centre will prescribe a medicine that is sourced in Spain and has to be
provided by a Spanish pharmacist………

HON J J BOSSANO:
No, the position is that somebody goes to the Health Centre and they get prescribed
a medicine. Then when they go the pharmacy to have it dispensed, the pharmacist
says because this is obtained from Spain the Gibraltar Health Authority will not pay
for it and you have to pay for it. That position, which I am assured has happened, is
incorrect and I can inform the person that that should not have happened, is that the
position?
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I think the hon Member may have two different sides of the story and he has merged
them incorrectly.

HON J J BOSSANO:
No, I have only heard one story, I can assure the Minister.

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
But he is confusing, with respect to, two different issues here. The Gibraltar Health
Authority issues a list of approved medicines, the name escapes me at this moment
in time, a list of approved medicines which is held by the pharmacist. That includes
medicines which are approved irrespective of the source. When the doctor
prescribes, if the medicine is on the approved list, it is then given out by the
pharmacy under the terms of the GPMS. But if the doctor, be it a private doctor or a
Health Centre doctor, decides to prescribe a medicine that is not on the list, which he
is aware of because he is aware of the contents of the list, then the pharmacy will not
supply that medicine free of charge.

HON J J BOSSANO:
But if the reason in the instance that has been brought to my attention is that the
medicine is not on the approved list then, surely, the doctor that is employed by the
Government should either not make a prescription for it, or at the very least, should
say before he makes the prescription to the patient, look, if you want this particular
medicine you have to pay for it. That there is an alternative, presumably, on the list
to enable the illness to be put right.

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Yes. I understand that if the medicine that is prescribed is not on the Gibraltar British
National Formulary, then the product equivalent is prescribed by the GHA doctor or
the drug is imported from Spain and provided to the patient.

HON J J BOSSANO:
But the position that I have had confirmed is that the series of events which have
been brought to my attention, that is why I am bringing it to the attention of the
Government, that somebody gets given a prescription in the Health Centre, goes to
the pharmacy to have it dispensed and is told by the pharmacist, because this is
obtained from Spain you have to pay for it because the Gibraltar Health Authority will
not, that position is incorrect, I can go back to the affected person and tell him that
the Government have confirmed that that is not right. That is the answer that I am
seeking confirmation on.
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HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Well, all I can say is that if that has happened, it is wrong and I will look into it. I
would appreciate if the hon Member would write to me with the details, if he does not
want to reveal the patient’s name that is perfectly all right, but at least the sequence
of events that led to this reply from the pharmacist.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Yes, I will do that.

HONLT-COL E M BRITTO:
What I would add from my own personal experience, is that what sometimes
happens, going back to his two supplementaries minus one or something, the GP in
the Health Centre should indeed, as he has indicated, not prescribe a medicine that
is not on the Formulary without either telling the patient or without making him aware
that he would not be entitled to it. But what does happen, I am not suggesting that
the person who complained to him is in that category, but what has happened in my
experience is that the person knowing that it is not on the Formulary and having
been told it is not on the Formulary, insists on the particular medicine and then goes
to the pharmacy and asks the pharmacy, insists on it, the pharmacy says no and
then the story gets………That is why I said about two different ends of the same
story. This may or may not be the case, but what is clear, as my hon Colleague has
said, is that the national source of the medicine is not a factor.
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NO. 487 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – PAYMENT FOR PRESCRIPTIONS
Can the Health Minister confirm whether an unemployed married couple that have
previously contributed to the Social Insurance Fund, will have to pay for medical
prescriptions whilst unemployed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question No. 488 of 2007.
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NO. 488 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – PAYMENT FOR PRESCRIPTIONS
Can the Health Minister confirm whether the retired husband of a woman who is still
in employment has to pay for medical prescriptions?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answer to Question 487 of 2007
No.

Answer to Question 488 of 2007
Yes.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 487 AND 488 OF 2007

HON N F COSTA:
In respect of Question No. 487, the reason why I brought this matter to the attention
of the Government is because there is a couple that did in fact come to me with this
problem. So can I now pass on to them their assurance from the Minister
responsible for Health that this is not the case and they will not have to pay for
prescriptions?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
I can confirm that what the hon Member described in his question is not correct. An
unemployed married couple is not required to pay for prescriptions. What I think
might have happened in this particular case, and maybe in others, is that the person
after having become unemployed has not gone back to the Primary Care Centre to
re-register on that status. Maybe that is what they need to do, but the hon Member
is free to write to me and I will certainly look into it.
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HON J J BOSSANO:
In answer to Question No. 488, the Minister confirmed that if the spouse is still
working, the contributor having contributed all his working life is still considered to be
a dependant on the spouse?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
That is correct and that is the way it has been historically.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Well, lots of things that have been there historically suddenly seem to have been
implemented, that is all I can say.

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
It has always been implemented. According to the staff in the Primary Care Centre
who have been there during his times and before that.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is it something that has come up as a result of this new re-registration with the new
cards, because we seem to be getting a reaction on a whole range of things related
to people being registered now, which was not happening before? Could it be that?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Indirectly the hon Member is correct. What has happened traditionally in the past,
people may have registered as unemployed on a paper card or on the old system
and then not bothered to say that they were back in employment. Therefore, the
system has not caught up with the “fraud” of pretending to be unemployed and
having an income. Under the new computerised system, these things are picked up
more readily. So that is why a number of cases have been thrown up in recent
months which may have escaped the notice of the administration in the past. But
nothing has changed in the principles I use “fraud” very loosely in the sense that if a
person is unemployed and is claiming unemployment benefit, in the sense of not
paying for his medicines, and has subsequently gone into employment and not
declared so, he is obtaining medicines free when he should in fact be paying a
contribution towards it. That is what I meant by “fraud”.

HON F R PICARDO:
I accept that but my comment was in relation to Question No. 488, which does not
involve any question of re-registration or anything like that, it is an issue of age.
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Let us be clear, I was not referring to Question No. 488, I was referring to Question
No. 487.
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NO. 489 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – GENERIC MEDICINES
Can Government confirm that since the computerisation has taken place persons
who have tried generic medicines in the past, and have been adversely affected,
have now been asked to take these again?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

No, Sir.
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NO. 490 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – PAYMENTS TO PHARMACISTS
Can Government confirm how much has been paid to pharmacists for accounting
periods 8, 9 and 10 of 2006/2007 and for accounting periods 1 to 8 of 2007/2008,
showing the dates which each of the accounting periods related to?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 491 to 493 of 2007.
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NO. 491 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – PAYMENTS TO PHARMACISTS
Can Government say what was the amount paid to pharmacists for accounting
periods 8, 9 and 10 of 2006/2007 and for accounting periods 1 to 8 of 2007/2008 in
respect of £1.80 per item prescription charged regarding the medicines to which the
sum applied?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 490, 492 and 493 of 2007.
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NO. 492 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NUMBER OF PRESCRIPTIONS
Can Government state the total number of prescriptions issued, the number of items
and the cost of the medicines covered by the GPMS prescriptions for accounting
periods 8, 9 and 10 of 2006/2007 and for accounting periods 1 to 8 of 2007/2008 in
respect of which £2.50 per item was paid by patients to the dispensing pharmacists?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 490, 491 and 493 of 2007.
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NO. 493 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NUMBER OF ITEMS IN PRESCRIPTIONS
Can Government state the numbers of items that have been issued that exceed the
3 items and which pay a total of £7.50 for the accounting periods 8, 9 and 10 of
2006/2007 and for accounting periods 1 to 8 of 2007/2008?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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Answer to Question 493 of 2007
Period

Financial Year 06/07
8
9
£681,418.83
£675,768.77

Total paid to Pharmacist
Prescriptions issued that exceeds
3 items
Items in respect of £2.50
Prescriptions in respect of £2.50
*Cost of Medicines covered by
prescriptions
Paid to Pharmacist in respect of
the £1.80

4674

4585

4192

12276
6255
See below

12644
6474
See below

11317
5909
See below

£78,449.80

0

0

Period
1
£647,396.61

Total paid to Pharmacist
Prescriptions
issued
that
exceeds 3 items
Items in respect of £2.50
Prescriptions in respect of
£2.50
*Cost of Medicines covered by
prescriptions
Paid to Pharmacist in respect
of the £1.80

10
£583,664.91

Financial Year 07/08
2
3
£698,091.29 £733,777.85

4
£744,216.85

4228

4798

4971

5241

11612
5966

12967
6588

12562
6303

12738
6432

See below

See below

See below

See below

£93,340.80

£104,997.60

£106,957.80

£109,233.00

Period 5 to 8 of financial year 07/08 are incomplete.
* The question refers to prescriptions with paying items. These prescriptions can also
include items which will not attract a charge if they contain in excess of three items.
As the cost of the prescription as a whole is recorded it is impossible to say what is
the cost of part items of any prescription.
The dates for each accounting period is as follows:
Financial Year 06/07
Period 8
Period 9
Period 10

-

15th October
12th November
10th December

-

11th November
9th December
31st December

1st April
29th April
27th May
24th June

-

28th April
26th May
23rd June
15th July

Financial Year 07/08
Period 1
Period 2
Period 3
Period 4

-
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NO. 494 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – LEGAL CLAIMS
Can Government state the quantum paid in respect of general and special damages
relating to legal claims against the Health Authority in the period October 2006 to
November 2007, providing a breakdown by month:
(a) in respect of cases settled out of court;
(b) in respect of cases adjudicated in court?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

The period for October 2006 to January 2007 was answered in Question No. 122 of
2007. No further payments were made from February 2007 to November 2007.
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NO. 495 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – CAUSES OF DEATH
Can Government provide the percentage distribution for causes of death on a
monthly basis, from October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

This is data that is collected on an annual basis.
Data for the year 2006 was presented to Parliament in February 2007 in answer to
Question No. 121. Data for the year 2007 will be available in the first quarter of
2008.
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NO. 496 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – MRSA INFECTION
Can Government state whether any cases of MRSA infection were detected at St
Bernard’s Hospital on a monthly basis, between October 2006 to November 2007,
and whether any were fatal, providing a breakdown by patients and members of
staff?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 497 and 498 of 2007.
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NO. 497 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – AVIAN FLU
Can Government confirm that to date no cases of Avian Flu have been detected in
Gibraltar?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 496 and 498 of 2007.
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NO. 498 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NOTIFIABLE DISEASES
Can Government provide the breakdown of Laboratory confirmed notifiable diseases
for the months of October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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Answer to Question 498 of 2007

Nov 06

Dec 06

Jan 07

Feb 07

Mar 07

Apr 07

May 07

Jun 07

Jul 07

Aug 07

Sep 07

Oct 07

Patients
Staff
Total

Oct 06

Answer to Question 496 of 2007

3
0
3

1
0
1

3
0
3

3
0
3

2
0
2

0
0
0

4
1
5

5
0
5

3
0
3

4
0
4

5
1
6

2
0
2

3
1
4

One death occurred in a frail and elderly patient who had multiple causes
contributing to her death.

Answer to Question 497 of 2007
Yes I can confirm.
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NO. 499 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – VACCINE (CANCER OF CERVIX)
Can the Minister for Health state whether the Government proposes to follow the
United Kingdom in providing a vaccine for girls, which reduces the risk of cancer of
the Cervix?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

The Government is in the process of considering the various options put to it by the
Gibraltar Health Authority for population immunisation.
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NO. 500 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – BLOOD DEPARTMENT
Can Government say why staff at the hospital blood department no longer use
surgical gloves when taking blood?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

The Gibraltar Health Authority Guidelines for Venepuncture April 2006 clearly states
under 5.2 guideline 11, “put on well fitting non-sterile gloves or wash or gel hands
between patients”.
Therefore under these guidelines which were devised in conjunction with the School
of Health Studies as a result of research carried out by them, and advice of other
professionals, it is not essential to use gloves for patients. Hand washing, however,
must occur between each patient contact.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 500 OF 2007

HON N F COSTA:
From the question provided by the Minister she confirms that, of course, something
has to happen, either gloves have to be used or the washing of hands or gel used.
The reason why I brought this question to the House is because the same person
who came to me with the fact that gloves were not being used, also complained
about the fact that he noticed that there was no use of the gloves and there was no
washing of hands in between the dealing of one patient with the next.

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
I very much doubt that was the case but if it has been brought to the hon Member’s
attention, I do not want to put in doubt what the person has told him either. But I very
much doubt that that was the case.
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HON N F COSTA:
Well, then why is it also the case that coincidentally three days after these questions
were tabled, the same staff at the same department were then using gloves on their
left hand. So is it a policy that they use gloves some days and other days they do
not use gloves?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
No, I have answered the question, it is either one or the other. Either they use
gloves or they wash their hands.

HON N F COSTA:
But the point, in effect, I make is that there are instances which have been witnessed
by more than one constituent where none of these practices are actually being
followed. Would the Minister not agree that would be a grave risk not only to the
nurses but also to the patients?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Well, it will probably be a risk of some infection being transferred from one to the
other, and it would be unacceptable if that were going on.

HON N F COSTA:
So, will the Minister give an assurance to this House that she will have the matter
looked into, given the complaints the Opposition have received?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
I do not know what I can look into unless the hon Member gives me details of this
patient who witnessed this and the person comes forward and explains what she
saw and what happened.

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Can I add that the GHA has a working complaints system that has proved to be very
effective, and can I take the liberty of advising him, something that I did myself when
I was Minister for Health, when people come and raise issues like this that it is much
more effective for them to take up the matter themselves directly with the GHA
Complaints Officer, and identify the date and the circumstances in which something
like that occurred. Then the system automatically can look into it. But, if as he is
asking the Minister to follow it up, the only way my hon Colleague can follow it up is if
he, as she herself has said, is if he identifies to her a date and a time, never mind the
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patient, a date and a time otherwise it cannot be followed up. It is much more within
the realms of confidentiality and process to do it through the complaints procedure.
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NO. 501 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES
Can Government give the total number of GHA employees with a breakdown of staff
as at 30 November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 502 to 505 of 2007.
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NO. 502 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NUMBER OF MEDICAL AND NURSING STAFF
Can the Government state how many members of the GHA’s medical and nursing
professions were in post as at the end November 2007, giving a breakdown by
nationality and residence?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 501, 503 to 505 of 2007.
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NO. 503 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NUMBER OF CONTRACT NURSES
Can Government state the number of contract nurses employed by the GHA as at
the end of November 2007, listing the speciality in which they are employed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 501, 502, 504 and 505 of 2007.
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NO. 504 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NUMBER OF NURSES
Can the Government state as at end of November 2007 what was the distribution of
nurses by wards and departments at St Bernard’s Hospital, specifying their grades?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 501 to 503 and 505 of 2007.

204

ORAL

NO. 505 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NUMBER OF NURSES
Can Government state how many nurses were employed as at the end of November
2007, giving a breakdown by grade?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member schedules with the information requested.
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Answer to Question 505 of 2007
Answer to Question 501 of 2007
Chief Executive
Deputy Chief Executive
Finance Director
Director of Human Resources
Deputy Director of Operations
Senior Executive Officer
Higher Executive Officer
Executive Officer
Administrative Officer
Administrative Officer (part-time)
GHA Clerk
GHA Clerks (part-time)
Junior GHA Clerk
Laboratory Clerk
Deputy Director of IM&T
Information Systems Programmer
Senior EHT Officer
Asst EHT Officer
Complaints Co-ordinator
Operations Development Officer
Senior Personal Secretary
Personal Secretary
GHA Secretary
Typist
Typist (part-time)
Receptionist
Receptionist (part-time)
Ward Clerk
PTO
Head Porter
Hospital Attendants
Chief Ambulance Officer
Station Officer
Dispatcher
Messenger/Driver
Catering Director
Stores Supervisor

1
1
1
1
1
2
3
11
42
7
27
3
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
10
1
7
1
3
4
10
2
1
18
1
1
1
3
1
2
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Director of Nursing & Patient Services
Deputy Director of Nursing Services
Deputy Director of Mental Health Services
Clinical Nurse Manager
Senior Nurse Tutor
Nurse Lecturer
Nurse Practitioner
Nursing Sister/Charge Nurse
Nursing Sister/Charge Nurse (part-time)
Registered General Nurse
Registered General Nurse (part-time)
Registered Mental Nurse
Registered Mental Nurse (part-time)
Registered Sick Children’s Nurse
Midwives
Midwives (part-time)
Operating Department Practitioners
TSSU/CSSD Manager
TSSU/CSSD Technician
Senior Enrolled Nurse
Enrolled Nurse
Enrolled Nurse (part-time)
Nursing Assistant
Nursing Assistant (part-time)
Nursing Assistant (28 hours)
Nursing Auxiliary
Nursing Auxiliary (part-time)
Domestic
Domestic (part-time)
Labourer
Laboratory Operative
Storeman
Senior Cook
Cook
Linen Supervisor
Asst Linen Supervisor
Seamstress
Craftsman
Director Public Health
Consultants
Clinical Psychologist
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1
1
1
7
1
2
3
32
1
108
7
13
1
5
13
3
5
1
6
5
68
14
75
9
3
6
2
37
54
24
1
1
3
10
1
1
3
7
1
26
1

Counsellor (part-time)
Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors
General Practitioner
Associate Specialist
Senior Dental Officer
Dental Officer
Superintendent Physiotherapist
Senior Physiotherapist I
Senior Physiotherapist II
Technical Instructor Grade II
Technical Instructor Grade III
Physiotherapist Helper
Superintendent Occupational Therapist
Occupational Therapist I
Occupational Therapist II
Pathology Services Manager
Senior Medical Laboratory Scientific Officer
Medical Laboratory Scientific Officer
Junior Medical Laboratory Scientific Officer
Head Pharmacist
Pharmacist
Ward Pharmacist
Radiology Services Manager
Senior Radiographer I
Senior Radiographer II
Radiographer Helper
Head Speech & Language Therapist
Speech & Language Therapist
Emergency Medical Technician
Advanced Ambulance Care Assistant
Ambulance Care Assistant
Specialist Dietitian
Dietitian I
Senior Mental Welfare Officer
Mental Welfare Officer
Health Promotion Officer
Senior Orthoptist I
Head of Optometry
Medical Librarian
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1
17
17
1
2
1
1
4
6
1
1
1
1
4
5
1
4
4
7
1
2
1
1
6
3
1
1
3
21
1
8
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
1

Contd Answer to Question 505 of 2007

Answer to Question 502 of 2007
GRADE & N0 of OFFICERS

NATIONALITY

Director of Public Health – 1
Consultants – 26

Clinical Psychologist – 1
Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors - 17

General Practitioners - 17

Associate Specialist – 1
Director of Nursing & Patient Services – 1
Deputy Director of Nursing Services - 1
Deputy Director of Mental Health Services - 1
Clinical Nurse Managers - 7
Senior Nurse Tutor – 1
Nurse Lecturer – 2
Nurse Practitioner – 3
Charge Nurses – 33
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1
5
3
5
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
4
1
6
1
1
1
1
7
3
4
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
7
1
2
3
23
8
1
1

British
British
Bri-Gibraltarian
Spanish
Swedish
Slovak
German
Polish
Italian
Irish
Indian
South African
French
Bri-Gibraltarian
British
Spanish
Irish
Pakistani
Indian
German
Canadian
American
British
Bri-Gibraltarian
Spanish
Irish
Indian
Maltesse
Bri-Gibraltarian
Bri
Bri-Gibraltarian
New Zealand
Bri-Gibraltarian
Bri-Gibraltarian
British
British
Bri-Gibraltarian
British
Irish
Malayan

RESIDENCE

Gib
Gib
Gib
3 Gib 2 Spain
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
2 Gib 2 Spain
Spain
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
2 Gib 2 Spain
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib

Contd Answer to Question 505 of 2007
Contd Answer to Question 502 of 2007
GRADE & N0 of OFFICERS

NATIONALITY

68
43
22
1
1
1
7
7
2
3
2
5
80
2
8
84
3

Staff Nurses – 136

Midwives – 16

Operating Department Practitioners – 5
Senior Enrolled Nurses – 5
Enrolled Nurses – 82
Nursing Auxiliaries – 8
Nursing Assistants – 87

Bri-Gibraltarian
British
Spanish
Irish
German
Polish
Bri-Gibraltarian
British
Spanish
British
Spanish
Bri-Gibraltarian
Bri-Gibraltarian
British
Bri-Gibraltarian
Bri-Gibraltarian
British

Answer to Question 503 of 2007
Director of Nursing and Patient Services
Deputy Director of Mental Health Services
Nurse Lecturer
Nurse Practitioners
Charge Nurses
Registered General nurses
Registered General Nurses Part-time
Registered Mental Nurses
Registered Mental Nurses Part-time
Theatre Nurses
Registered Sick Children’s Nurses
Midwives
Midwives Part-time
Enrolled Nurses
Enrolled Nurses Part-time
Operating Department Practitioners
TOTAL

210

1
1
2
3
4
34
1
11
1
2
4
10
1
2
1
5
83

RESIDENCE

Gib
39 Gib 4 Spain
6 Gib 16 Spain
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
6 Gib 1 Spain
Spain
2 Gib 1 Spain
1 Gib 1 Spain
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib
Gib

Contd Answer to Question 505 of 2007
Answer to Question 504 of 2007

N/Aux

N/A
11

31

Victoria

2

10

0

6.5

1

9

28.5

Critical Care

2

19

0

6

0

0

27

A&E

3

11

0

10.5

0

0

24.5

Maternity

2

14.5

0

0

0

3.5

20

Rainbow

2 (1ag)

Blood
Clinic PCC

3

1

7

1

6.5

1

0

17.5

1.5

0

0

0

1

2.5

4

0

1

1

8

18

District PCC

2 (1ag)

6

1

2

0

0

11

Dental PCC

0

0

0

0

2

2

4

3

0

1

0

0

6

1

0

0

0

0

1

2(1ag)

10

0

4

0

10

26

2

11

0

3

0

12.5

28.5

2

1

9

0

1

13

Child Health

2

Cardiac Rehab
Capt Murchison
DTW
Out-patients
Eye Dept

1

Dialysis
Theatres

2

Pre-Assessment

3

0

0

0

0.5

4.5

0.5

0

0

0

0

0.5

9

0

1

1

0

5

2

0

0

0

0

2

1

1

0

4

0

0

6

KGV Long Stay

2

8

1

6

0

14

31

KGV Acute

3 (1ag)

7

1

4

1

8

24

Night Office

4
1

1

1

7

TOTAL

1

1

1

7

4
10

3

2

33

139.5

211

5

73.5

7

80.5

5

1 SN studying UK
1UK training ,1
HV training

1 SN maternity, 1
transfer
1 EN Maternity

18

CMHT

Nurse Mgt

Comments

E/N

0

Total

S/EN

9

ODP

Reg S/N / Mid Wives

0

HV

9

NP

2

CNM's

John

Ward

Director of Nursing

SR/CN

Asst Director Mental
Health

Dep Director of Nursing

The distribution of nurses by wards and departments at St Bernard’s Hospital
is as follows:-

358.5

1 on unpaid leave

Contd Answer to Question 505 of 2007
Answer to Question 505 of 2007
Grade
Director of Nursing Services
Deputy Director of Nursing Services
Deputy Director of Nursing Mental Health

Clinical Nurse Managers
Senior Nurse Tutor
Nurse Lecturer
Nurse Practitioners
Charge nurses
Staff Nurses / Midwives
Operating Department Practitioners
Senior Enrolled Nurse
Enrolled Nurses
Nursing Auxiliaries / Nursing Assistants
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WTE
1
1
1
7
1
2
3
32.5
146.5
5
5
75
88.5

ORAL

NO. 506 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – UK TRAINING FOR NURSING PROFESSION
Can Government state how many members of the GHA’s nursing profession have
been sent to the UK during this financial year to undergo further training?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

A total of 23.
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ORAL

NO. 507 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – DENTAL APPOINTMENTS
Can the Minister for Health state the average waiting time for dental appointments for
school children, at the Primary Care Centre as at the end of November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

School children under routine treatment would normally get the next appointment
within two to three months. Earlier if clinically indicated. School children in pain are
seen on the same day without appointment.
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ORAL

NO. 508 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – DENTAL APPOINTMENTS
Can the Minister for Health state the average waiting time for dental appointments,
other than school children, at the Primary Care Centre as at the end of November
2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

The average waiting time for dental appointments other than school children is three
months.
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ORAL

NO. 509 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – ELECTIVE SURGERY
Can Government state how many persons were waiting for elective surgery in each
speciality as at end of November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member a schedule giving the information requested.
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Answer to Question 509 of 2007

The statistics are based on figures as at end of October 2007 as figures for
November are still not available.

Speciality
General
Gynae/Obs
Ophthalmology
Orthopaedics
Otorhinolaryngology
Plastic Surgery

Waiting List
231
120
74
128
51
174
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Scheduled
55
9
56
47
20
0

ORAL

NO. 510 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – PHYSIOTHERAPY TREATMENT
Can Government state how many patients were on the waiting list for physiotherapy
treatment as at the 30th November 2007, specifying the number of patients that were
referred by a doctor at the Primary Care Centre?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Waiting lists for physiotherapy treatment is as follows:
Primary Care Centre referrals

163

Total Referrals

265

218

ORAL

NO. 511 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – CANCELLED OPERATIONS
Can Government list the dates since February 2007, on a monthly basis, in respect
of which operations at St Bernard’s Hospital needed to be cancelled, and state the
reason why in each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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Answer to Question 511 of 2007
February 2007
Reasons for Cancellation
Bed
By
Consultant
availability Patient
sick
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
2
8
1
5
0
0
8
0
0
0
8
2
21

Medical
0
0
0
2
0
0
2
4

Otorhinolaryngology
Gynae
Ophthalmology
Orthopaedics
General
Oral
Pain Relief
Total

Total
6
0
0
5
14
8
2
35

March 2007

Medical
1
1
1
0
1
0
0
4

Otorhinolaryngology
Gynae
Ophthalmology
Orthopaedics
General
Oral
Pain Relief
Total

Reasons for Cancellation
Bed
By
DNA Theatre
availability Patient
Time
3
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
6
0
0
0
10
0
6
2
0
0
2
0
0
1
0
0
19
2
9
2

Total
4
2
2
6
19
2
1
36

April 2007

1
0
7
2
10

0
1
0
0
1

0
1
0
0
1

1
0
0
0
1

Total

4
0
0
0
4

No Staff

Missing
Records

DNA
1
0
1
0
2

Theatre
Time

0
3
5
0
8

No
Equipment

0
2
2
0
4

No Longer
Required

Ophthalmology
Orthopaedics
General
Oral
Total

By Patient

Medical

Bed
availability

Reasons for Cancellation

2
0
0
0
2

9
7
15
2
33

Cont………
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Contd Answer to Question 511 of 2007

May 2007

Otorhinolaryngology
Gynae
Ophthalmology
Orthopaedics
General
Oral
Pain Relief
Total

2
1
3
2
1
3
1
13

0
0
0
1
9
0
0
10

0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1

0
0
2
0
3
2
0
7

1
0
0
0
3
0
0
4

0
0
0
2
0
0
0
2

0
0
0
0
6
0
0
6

0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1

0
0
1
0
0
0
0
1

Total

By
consultant

Missing
Records

No
Anaesthetist

Due to
Emergency

No
equipment

Not required

DNA

By Patient

Medical

Bed
availability

Reasons for Cancellation

0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1

3
1
6
6
24
5
1
46

June 2007

0
1
1
0
2
10
0
14

0
1
0
0
1
0
0
2

1
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

0
0
0
1
1
0
0
2

0
0
1
1
0
0
0
2

0
0
0
0
0
0
4
4

Total

Consultant
Sick

Missing
records

Theatre time

No
equipment

0
0
1
1
0
0
0
2

Not required

2
1
0
4
1
1
0
9

DNA

By Patient

Otorhinolaryngology
Gynae
Ophthalmology
Orthopaedics
General
Oral
Pain Relief
Total

Medical

Reasons for Cancellation

3
3
3
7
5
11
4
36

Cont……...
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Contd Answer to Question 511 of 2007

August 2007

Total

No longer
required

DNA

4
1
1
2
0
2
1
2

0
0
0
2
1
0
0
0

0
0
2
0
0
0
2
0

0
0
1
0
4
0
1
0

0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0

4
1
4
5
5
2
5
2

13

3

4

6

2

28

Otorhinolaryngology
Gynae
Ophthalmology
Orthopaedics
General
Oral
Pain Relief
Cardiac
Total

By Patient

Medical

Bed
Availability

Reasons for Cancellation

September 2007

By
Anaethetist

1
1
1
2
1
0
1

0
2
0
1
2
2
0

1
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
1
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
1
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
1
0
0

4
3
3
7
4
2
2

Total

2

4

7

7

1

1

1

1

25

Missing
records

Cont………
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Total

1
0
1
2
0
0
0

Theatre
Flooding

1
0
0
0
0
0
1

DNA

Bed
Availability

Gynae
Ophthalmology
Orthopaedics
General
Oral
Pain Relief
Plastic Surgery

By Patient

Medical

No Longer
Required

Reasons for Cancellation

Contd Answer to Question 511 of 2007

October 2007

0
0
2
0
3
5

0
1
2
1
1
5
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0
2
0
0
0
2

Total

0
1
0
0
0
1

No Staff

No
Equipment

1
2
2
0
0
5

No Longer
Required

Gynae
Orthopaedics
General
Oral
Pain Relief
Total

DNA

Medical

By Patient

Reasons for Cancellation

0
0
0
0
0
0

1
6
6
1
4
18

ORAL

NO. 512 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – ADVANCE APPOINTMENTS
Can the Minister for Health state what is the current waiting time for an advance
appointment, requested by telephone, to see the GP of choice at the Primary Care
Centre as on 30 November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

The waiting times for advanced appointments varies from two weeks to 14 weeks
depending on the doctor chosen.
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ORAL

NO. 513 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – OUT-PATIENT ATTENDANCES (PCC)
Can Government state the number of out-patients attendances at the Primary Care
Centre, including the number of out-patients being attended to by District Nurses,
Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists on a monthly basis, from October
2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 514 to 516 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 514 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – OUT-PATIENT ATTENDANCES (PCC)
Can Government state the total number of outpatient attendances at the Primary
Care Centre on a monthly basis, from October 2006 to November 2007, keeping to
the format given in answer to Question No. 66 of 2005 and additionally giving details
of other departments if they are not shown there?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 513, 515 and 516 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 515 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – NUMBER OF HOUSE CALLS
Can Government state how many house calls were attended to by Health Centre
doctors on a monthly basis, from October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 513, 514 and 516 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 516 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – GP ATTENDANCES
Can Government state what was the total number of GP attendances at the Primary
Care Centre on a monthly basis, from October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member a schedule giving the information requested.
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Answer to Question 516 of 2007
Answer to Questions 513 to 516 of 2007
The statistics for months October 2006 to January 2007 were answered in questions
88 to 91 of 2007.
DEPARTMENT
AUDIOLOGY
DIETICIAN
CLINIC SISTER
SCHOOL HEALTH
SPEECH & LANGUAGE
MENTAL WELFARE
GP CLINIC
HOUSE CALLS
DENTAL
CHILD WELFARE
NURSE PRACTITIONERS
DERMATOLOGIST
CRYOTHERAPY
TOTAL
* COMMUNITY
PHYSIO
OT
DISTRICT
TOTAL
GRAND TOTAL

Feb-07 Mar-07 Apr-07 May-07 Jun-07 Jul-07 Aug-07 Sep-07 Oct-07
89
107
1941
375
159
173
7890
296
1617
631
1150
98
135

118
105
1631
279
152
150
7479
321
1297
796
1088
N.C.H
220

83
100
1353
292
121
186
6556
203
1239
647
908
103
66

119
118
2005
659
158
176
6603
154
1541
1169
657
N.C.H
201

88
100
106
72
1637 1525
240
258
81
49
184
205
7098 6839
140
177
1292 1491
685
745
881
969
197 N.C.H
109
129

106
110
1799
289
27
230
6602
185
1896
749
950
123
171

92
104
1711
336
127
215
7038
209
1382
752
777
N.C.H
158

131
131
2071
444
138
183
7842
175
1634
798
1366
95
156

14,661 13,636 11,857 13,560 12,738 12,559 13,237 12,901 15,164
224
352
1626

188
200
1933

165
247
1675

241
372
1995

137
264
1667

134
297
1773

50
132
2371

114
141
4538

103
2698

2,202

2,321

2,087

2,608

2,068 2,204

2,553

4,793

2,801

16,863 15,957 13,944 16,168 14,806 14,763 15,790 17,694 17,965

Please note that figures are collected and collated on a monthly basis.

*Calls received during working hours are recorded until 4pm. Night calls do not form
part of these statistics
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ORAL

NO. 517 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – SPONSORED PATIENTS (SPAIN)
Can Government state how many patients have been treated in Spain as opposed to
the UK, as sponsored patients, on a monthly basis, from October 2006 to November
2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 518 and 519 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 518 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – PATIENT REFERRALS TO UK
Can Government state the number of patient referrals to the UK on a monthly basis,
from October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 517 and 519 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 519 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – SPONSORED PATIENTS (UK)
Can Government state what has been the number of sponsored patients treated in
the UK on a monthly basis, from October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member a schedule giving the information requested.
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Answer to Question 519 of 2007

Answer to Question 517 to 519 of 2007

The statistics for October 2006 to January 2007 were given in the answer to
Question 84 of 2007.
Month

February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007
November 2007
Total

No. of patients
treated in Spain
20
22
18
22
29
29
31
29
24
41
404

No. of patients
referred to UK
85
118
121
108
107
108
94
108
117
112
1518
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Number of
Patients treated
in UK
49
68
42
51
37
39
36
38
33
29
757

ORAL

NO. 520 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – DIALYSIS TREATMENT
Can Government state the number of dialysis patients that were treated at St
Bernard’s Hospital and those that were treated at hospitals in Spain on a monthly
basis, from October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Ten in Gibraltar and none in Spain.
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ORAL

NO. 521 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – MAMMOGRAMS
What is the average waiting time for a routine mammogram at St Bernard’s Hospital
on a monthly basis, from October 2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Currently, the GHA provides a symptomatic diagnostic mammography service. This
is a one-stop clinic where, in urgent cases, patients are seen in conjunction with the
surgeons on the same day. Appointments for non-urgent cases are scheduled in
keeping with clinical considerations.
There is no waiting time for urgent
mammograms referred to St Bernard’s Hospital. The average waiting time for
routine at St Bernard’s Hospital for the period in question ranges from a minimum of
three months to a maximum of 18 months.
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ORAL

NO. 522 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – CT SCANS
Can Government state how many CT Scans were undertaken at St Bernard’s
Hospital and how many were undertaken in Spain on a monthly basis, from October
2006 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question No. 523 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 523 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – CT SCANS
Can Government state how much was spent by the GHA with regard to patients
being sent to Spain for scans on a monthly basis, from October 2006 to November
2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member a schedule giving the information requested.
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Answer to Question 523 of 2007

Answer to Question 522 of 2007
Statistics for the months of October 2006 to January 2007 were given in answer to
question 80 of 2007.

2006/2007
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October

CT SCANS
LOCAL

CT SCANS SPAIN

186
138
108
138
153
148
123
199
129
117
165
155
206

0
0
0
0
0
0
1
9
1
0
1
2
1

Answer to Question 523 of 2007
Oct-06
Nov-06
Dec-06
Jan-07
Feb-07
Mar-07
Apr-07
May-07
Jun-07
Jul-07
Aug-07
Sep-07
Oct-07
Nov-07
TOTAL

£5,316.76
£38,687.63
£6,957.17
£15,790.95
£24,265.31
£14,909.52
£14,155.73
£15,650.61
£14,675.74
£8,443.85
£3,385.21
£39,497.24
£18,119.72
£9,398.51
£229,253.95
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ORAL

NO. 524 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – ELDERLY CARE PATIENTS DISCHARGED
Can Government state during the months of October 2006 to November 2007 the
number of beds occupied by elderly persons who have been formally discharged
from St Bernard’s Hospital how many fell into each of the 3 categories identified by
the Government specifying sex and age:(a) Elderly persons living alone;
(b) Elderly persons needing support; and
(c) Others able to be looked after?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question No. 525 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 525 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – ELDERLY CARE PATIENTS
Can Government state how many long stay elderly care patients there were at St
Bernard’s Hospital, on a monthly basis, between October 2006 to November 2007,
giving a breakdown by sex and age?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member a schedule giving the information requested.
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ORAL

NO. 526 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL
How many of the beds in the KGV Hospital Acute Ward were occupied at the end of
November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 527 to 529 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 527 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL
Can Government state the number of beds provided in the KGV Hospital Acute Ward
as at the end of November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 526, 528 and 529 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 528 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL
Can Government state the number of beds in the KGV hospital Long Stay Ward that
were occupied as at the end of November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question Nos. 526, 527 and 529 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 529 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – KGV HOSPITAL
Can Government state the number of beds provided in the KGV Hospital Long Stay
Ward at the end of November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answer to Questions 526 to 529 of 2007

As At Nov 2007
Beds Provided
Beds Occupied

KGV Acute Ward
24
14
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KGV Long Stay Ward
30
27

ORAL

NO. 530 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

FIRE SERVICE
Can Government state how many call outs have been made by the Fire Brigade in
2007 to date, giving a breakdown showing the reason for the callout?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

I now hand the hon Member a schedule giving the information requested.
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Answer to Question 530 of 2007
The total number of attendances carried out by the City Fire Brigade in 2007 to date
is :Fire Calls
Special Services
Ambulance Attendances
Total attendances

356
397
544
1,297

* Detailed statistics are only collated at the end of the year.
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ORAL

NO. 531 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DEVELOPMENT APPEALS TRIBUNAL
Can Government say how often and on what dates the Development Appeals
Tribunal has met since 19 January 2007 and how many cases are pending its
consideration?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Answered together with Question No. 532 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 532 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DEVELOPMENT APPEALS TRIBUNAL
Can Government say whether any new cases have come before the Development
Appeals Tribunal since the last Question Time in this House, and if so when, and
what did the cases refer to?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

Since 19 January 2007 the Development Appeals Tribunal has met on one occasion.
There are at present no cases pending consideration by the Tribunal. However,
seven cases are still in the administrative process but are not yet ready for
consideration by the Tribunal.
Since the last Question Time one new case was notified to the Secretary of the
Tribunal on 30 October 2007 referring to the proposed construction of a timber
framed house.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 531 AND 532 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
I think the Minister has not answered the date, how often and on what dates has it
met?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
My apologies, as drafted the question, the hon Member is right, does not include the
date. I will certainly pass that information on to him in writing if he prefers.
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ORAL

NO. 533 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DEVELOPMENT APPEALS TRIBUNAL
Can Government provide a summary of the status of all cases, past and present,
which have come before the Development Appeals Tribunal?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

This information was already provided in February of this year giving details up to
January 2007. Details of cases after this date have already been provided in answer
to Question Nos. 531 and 532.
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ORAL

NO. 534 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – OFFICIAL TRAVEL
Can Government give a breakdown of the GHA forecast outturn of £13,000 for
2006/2007 in respect of official travel abroad, showing the name of the person who
travelled, the destination and the purpose of travel?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH & CIVIL PROTECTION

On the basis that this is a question seeking information about the extent and purpose
of travel, the information requested is provided in the schedule that I now hand the
hon Member.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 534 OF 2007

HON N F COSTA:
Perhaps the Minister could expand on these visits in respect of due diligence and
clinical information system, given there seems to have been so many of them?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
They all apply to one visit, it is several entries concerning the same visit by three
people. At least, I may be misunderstanding the question. I am referring to the one
that affected me, but thinking back, there are others to Portugal, yes.
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ORAL

NO. 535 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

OFFICE OF FAIR TRADING
Can Government say whether it is still their policy to establish an Office of Fair
Trading in Gibraltar and if so when?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Government policy in this matter is reflected on page 51 of our 2007 Election
Manifesto which says, “having fully established the Ombudsman and Citizens Advice
Bureau, we will complete our civic rights architecture by establishing a statutory,
independent consumer protection agency. In addition, we will further develop our
consumer protection statutory framework. This will include trade, finance and
gambling ombudsman and internet legislation, as well as consumer credit
protection.”

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 535 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
The question was about the Office of Fair Trading. I also asked the timescale.

HON J J NETTO:
What I basically said just now is what is our plan for the next four years, which is
reflected in our Election Manifesto. Obviously, within what I have said, the
Government wish to ensure that the market works well for consumers and we aim to
achieve this goal by promoting and protecting consumer interests in Gibraltar while
ensuring that businesses are fair and competitive. Whether we choose to go on the
model of an Office of Fair Trading or not, is something that remains to be seen
during the course of this term.
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NO. 536 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – EMPLOYEES
Can Government state whether any of the posts provided for in the Estimates of
Expenditure of the Social Services Agency for 2007/2008 were vacant on 1st April
2007, and if so, identify the posts?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
The approved complement of the Social Services Agency on 1st April 2007 provided
for 174 posts non-industrial and four industrial posts, of which nine non-industrial
posts were vacant on that day.
The following posts were vacant:
1 Senior Social Worker
1 Administrative Officer
1 Personal Assistant
1 Occupational Therapist/Strategy Co-ordinator
1 Unit Manager
1 Social Care Worker
3 Social Care Workers
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 536 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is there a particular reason why he did not say four Social Care Workers instead of
one and three?

HON J J NETTO:
Yes, the only difference is that one of them is conditioned to 40 hours and three are
conditioned to 37.5 hours.

HON J J BOSSANO:
These vacancies in the complement have been filled since, have they?

HON J J NETTO:
There has been some movement. In relation to the Senior Social Worker, we are
awaiting a decision of the Board from Human Resources. In relation to the
Administrative Officer, the person is in post but I cannot say when that person came
into post. The one Personal Assistant vacancy has not yet gone out. The
Occupational Therapist/Strategy Co-ordinator has been in employment since July.
The one Unit Manager has been in employment since October. With regard to the
one Social Care Worker, the one that refers to 40 hours plus the three Social Care
Workers, have been selected and are expected to commence work with the induction
course running in mid January.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Can the Minister confirm whether these are all Civil Service jobs or is there a mixture
that some are Civil Service and some are Agency employment?

HON J J NETTO:
There is a similar question in the Order Paper which the hon Member might be able
to identify. Shall we leave it till we come to that particular question later on?

HON J J BOSSANO:
I am thinking in terms of the vacancies.
apply.
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Given that, presumably, different rules

HON J J NETTO:
Yes, I can say that the Social Care Workers will be the Agency, the Unit Manager will
be the Agency, the Occupational Therapist will be the Agency. I am not too sure on
the Personal Assistant and the Administrative Officer, and the Senior Social Worker
like the rest of the complement of Social Workers, will probably be Civil Servants.
But I could have this confirmed if that is what the hon Member would want to have at
a later date.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Well, presumably a position of AO in the Agency that is a Civil Service position would
be open to everybody in the Civil Service, is that not the case?

HON J J NETTO:
Yes.

HON J J BOSSANO:
If there is an AO grade in the Agency it can either be filled by transferring somebody
in or… which is a completely different scenario from the ones that work in the
Agency who are not free to apply for jobs in the rest of the Civil Service? That is why
I am asking which is which.

HON J J NETTO:
Yes, not just in relation to the AO but in relation to the HEO which have sort of been
brought in from the Civil Service, yes, seconded.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Well, now that he knows why I am asking then he can give me the information as to
whether these jobs that have been filled that were vacant at the beginning of the
financial year, have been filled from as part of the machinery of the Civil Service or
people that are recruited. Presumably in the case of the Agency workers there is a
very small pool from which to recruit people and it depends more on outsiders, than it
is when recruiting grades that anybody from the Civil Service can come in.

HON J J NETTO:
I will certainly look into that and give the information to the hon Member.
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NO. 537 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – EMPLOYEES ON-CALL
Can Government now confirm in terms of the employees of the Social Services
Agency who are resident in Spain, for example, in areas like the Social Workers and
the Counselling Psychologist, whether any of them are required to be on-call?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Government can confirm that only two employees of the Agency are required to be
on-call. These employees are the ones that provide the out of hours service. The
two are Social Workers who provide a service when the office is closed. The two
reside in La Linea, and as per their agreement they have to reside in Gibraltar or in
close proximity to Gibraltar, to which they comply.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 537 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
I see, so is the close proximity to Gibraltar peculiar to these two positions or does it
apply to all these jobs that get advertised, where applicants are told that they must
either be resident in Gibraltar or be willing to take up residence?

HON J J NETTO:
I am informed that this only reflects on these two because they are on-call Social
Workers but not to the rest.

HON J J BOSSANO:
No, the Minister has not understood the question that I have asked. I am saying, I
knew that there was a rule that said that one must reside in Gibraltar, but it is the first
time that I have heard of the rule that says one must reside in Gibraltar or in close
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proximity. Presumably, there must be a definition somewhere of how close close
proximity is. What I am asking is, is it peculiar to these two grades, that is, the oncall out of hours Social Workers, that they are given the leeway to be, not just in
Gibraltar like other grades that we have come across before, but in close proximity?
Or is it that anybody, where the requirement of the job is that they either have to be
resident in Gibraltar or take up residence, there are many jobs advertised that say
the applicant must either be resident or take up residence, has that got to be read
now that residence means residence in Gibraltar and within 100 yards of the other
side, half a mile or what?

HON J J NETTO:
The first part of the question, in terms of what is the definition of proximity which he
asks, is ten kilometres, but I am told that this was an exceptional case because when
the vacancy went out, nobody locally applied for the particular post. So, therefore,
this is why for this reason it was made exceptionally in close proximity to Gibraltar.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I see, the reason for the close proximity was because there was no applicant
available other than people who were there. But close proximity is ten kilometres he
says, is that right?

HON J J NETTO:
That is what I have been informed by the Agency.

HON J J BOSSANO:
It is a good job it is not ten kilometres in the opposite direction, otherwise………

HON S E LINARES:
Do these employees have to be in Gibraltar whilst they are on-call on duty, actual
duty, or can they be within the 9.9 kilometre distance before they can come in to do
anything?

HON J J NETTO:
On-call means that they are not on duty, they are on-call as and when required to
attend.
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HON G H LICUDI:
I understand that what the hon Member is asking, is whether there is a residency
requirement of being resident in Gibraltar or in close proximity to Gibraltar, which has
been established as ten kilometres. What we need to know is when they are actually
on-call, not off duty but on-call, are they required to be in Gibraltar or within that ten
kilometres? The answer is no, someone can be on-call but be in Madrid as a Social
Worker.

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Just to clarify the hon Member’s last supplementary, the two Social Workers who are
on-call Social Workers only work after the Agency’s closing hours, when the normal
Social Workers go home these two people are on-call, they are not based in the
Agency they are based at home, wherever that may be.

HON G H LICUDI:
Yes, but we have established that they are based at home, be it in Gibraltar or in
close proximity. Is it correct for us to assume that when somebody is on-call
someone does not have to be physically sitting at home, they can be outside or go to
a restaurant? Are there limits to where that person can be? Do they have to be
within those ten kilometres? Not just resident but actually physically be within that?
Is that correct?

HON J J NETTO:
Yes.

HON G H LICUDI:
That is all we are trying to establish, that it is not just residence but actually
physically being within that ten kilometres.

HON J J NETTO:
Yes, I can answer that in the affirmative and it would apply to everyone who is oncall.
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NO. 538 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – EMPLOYEES
Can Government provide a breakdown by grade, sex, nationality and residence, that
is, whether in Gibraltar or Spain, of all the employees of the Social Services Agency
as at end October 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 539 to 542 of 2007.

261

ORAL

NO. 539 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – EMPLOYEES
Can Government state of the employees at the Social Services Agency on the 31st
October 2007 how many were on permanent and pensionable terms and how many
were on contract terms, giving a breakdown by grade?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 538 and 540 to 542 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 540 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – EMPLOYEES
How many persons did the Social Services Agency employ as at November 2007,
giving a breakdown as between industrials, non-industrials and location where
employed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 538, 539, 541 and 542 of 2007.
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NO. 541 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – EMPLOYEES
Can Government state how many persons were employed at the Social Services
Agency on supply, casual, temporary or short-term contracts on the 31st October
2007 giving a breakdown by grade and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 538 to 540 and 542 of 2007.

HON G H LICUDI:

This question is identical to Question No. 542 and I therefore seek to withdraw it.
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NO. 542 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – EMPLOYEES
Can Government state how many persons were employed at the Social Services
Agency on supply, casual, temporary or short-term contracts as at end October 2007
giving a breakdown by grade and nationality?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

I now hand the hon Member lists giving the information requested. That is in relation
to Question Nos. 538 to 540 of 2007.

Answer to Question 541 and 542 of 2007
I will answer both questions together as they are identical questions. The Social
Services Agency had 42 supply workers, employed or contracted, as at the 31st
October 2007. There were no staff on casual, temporary or short-term contracts.
The following 40 are supply Social Care Workers:
24 Gibraltarians
12 UK nationals
3 Spanish nationals
1 Danish national
There was also one supply Receptionist/Administrative Assistant and one supply
Administrative Officer employed at this point. Both of these are Gibraltarians.
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NO. 543 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

ELDERLY CARE AGENCY – EMPLOYEES
Can Government state whether any of the posts provided for in the Estimates of
Expenditure of the Elderly Care Agency for 2007/2008 were vacant on 1st April 2007
and if so, identify the posts?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

All posts provided by Government in the Estimate of Expenditure of the Elderly Care
Agency for 2007/2008 were filled on the 1st April 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 544 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – WEBSITE
Can Government explain why the section in its website on the Social Services
Agency has not been revised since 1 February 2002?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

No, Sir. It is out of date. I am keen to provide current and adequate information on
the services that the Government provides in relation to social care, and on how the
public can access these services.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 544 OF 2007

HON N F COSTA:
Will the Minister be able to tell the House when it will be updated?

HON J J NETTO:
No, I really cannot because in order to take this forward, I should imagine that the
first thing I need to do is to probably have a discussion with the senior management
of the Social Services Agency, they in turn would probably have to select a
representative in order to be the person then charged with updating a new website
what goes on the website. So at this precise moment in time, I cannot provide a
definitive date without first having a discussion with the senior management as to the
designing of the website and bringing it up to date. So it is a bit premature at this
stage.

HON N F COSTA:
Would the Minister be able to explain then why this section has not been revised
since February 2002 but the Social Security section has been revised as at 26 March
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2007? Why was not that consultation and so on carried out at the same time as the
Social Services Agency?

HON J J NETTO:
I am sorry, I cannot answer that question.

HON N F COSTA:
Perhaps his predecessor may be able to assist the Minister in that regard.

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Could he repeat the question please?

HON N F COSTA:
Yes, the question was that given that the Minister has said to the House that the
reason why there has not been an updating of the Social Services Agency section of
the website, is because there has to be a consultation which appoints a
representative and so on and so forth. Why has the Social Security section been
updated but not the Social Services Agency section? Surely, it would have made
sense for different sections to have been updated at the same time?

HON MRS Y DEL AGUA:
Because I believe that the Social Security section, a Government department, is
updated by the Government IT Department which globally updates all its servers
within Government. Whereas the Agency, I think, was a bit overly ambitious in
creating the website in the first place, and probably does not have time to keep it
updated. The staff have to do it.

HON N F COSTA:
The issue still remains that it is part of the same website.

HON J J NETTO:
I do not know whether it is or it is not part of the same website. I can express what I
would like to see in the future, which is something very similar to what was
happening when I was Minister for the Environment. We had a website which was
the Ministry of the Environment, where all press statements, all information in terms
of environment were published there, people could access that. Then from the
Ministry website one could have links going to the Environmental Agency, to Master
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Services, the Department of the Environment, but this is something that is at the top
of my head in the way which I would want to see, perhaps if this is feasible, I am not
a very computer literate person myself. But something where we have the Ministry
and then we have all the links into all the various bits and pieces of the Ministry,
whether to do with Social Security, to do with the Social Services Agency, Youth et
cetera. So people can actually follow through, but this is just an idea that needs to
be fleshed out and discussed with the staff.

274

ORAL

NO. 545 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

MOUNT ALVERNIA – ELDERLY CITIZENS FROM ST BERNARD’S HOSPITAL
Can Government state how many elderly citizens are waiting for a place at Mount
Alvernia, and how many of these are occupying a bed at St Bernard’s Hospital as at
the end of November 2007, giving a breakdown of sex and age?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

The total number of elderly citizens waiting for a place at Mount Alvernia is 197.
The total number of elderly citizens occupying a bed at St Bernard’s Hospital as at
the end of November 2007 is 51.

I will now hand the hon Member the information requested.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.545/2007

Breakdown of Sex and Age of all in Waiting List:
SEX
Male
Female
TOTAL

60-70
8
7
15

71-80
20
44
64

81-90
19
75
94

91 +
7
17
24

Grand Total: 197

Breakdown of Sex and Age of those occupying a bed at St. Bernard’s
Hospital:
SEX
Male
Female
TOTAL

60-70
0
1
1

71-80
6
13
19

Grand Total: 51
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81-90
6
17
23

91 +
3
5
8

ORAL

NO. 546 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – RESPITE CARE
Can Government state what is the provision for respite care that is available in
people’s homes in cases where circumstances do not permit the requesting party to
be adequately catered for within the Government facility?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Dr Giraldi home provides a respite and sitting service to adults with a learning
disability. This service is provided from the facilities at Dr Giraldi home. Currently
there is no provision to provide a respite service from people’s homes.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 546 OF 2007

HON C A BRUZON:
I know that both the new Minister responsible for the family and various related
matters and the former Minister, Mrs Del Agua, are aware that there are a few
difficult and sad cases where there are young people, I think mainly young people,
children who have serious disabilities and parents of these children who would most
dearly welcome some respite care provided within their homes. I would ask the
Government could they provide such service?

HON J J NETTO:
I think we need to perhaps try to differentiate between a respite service and a home
help service. In the proper sense of the word, respite is respite of a child away from
the parents and that is the sort of facility that we are providing for in Dr Giraldi Home.
It is true to say that there will be, no doubt, parents who will want to have some kind
of assistance through home help. There is an extent to which that is already
happening in the sense that the Government actually provide a grant to the Gibraltar
Disability Society, which they manage themselves in accordance to what their
demands are, and for which they provide home help. Now, it may be true that this is
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an area that needs looking into, as the hon Member is suggesting, we have a
manifesto commitment and we need to try and see how we develop that.

HON C A BRUZON:
Thank you, I would be grateful if that were to happen. The way I phrased my
question, of course, I refer to respite care available in people’s homes. Maybe the
Minister has used different terminology but the idea is that there are some families
who do indeed avail themselves of the service made available within the Dr Giraldi
Home. But there are cases that I know about and I have written to the former
Minister about one or two cases, where families would dearly welcome assistance by
way of respite care within the family home.
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NO. 547 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – DOMICILIARY CARE
Can Government state what is the level of domiciliary care currently being offered to
elderly people, stating how many hours of care per week each person receives?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

I now hand the hon Member a list giving the information requested.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION NO. 547/2007
The total number of hours of Domiciliary Care provided by Government,
by the Elderly Care Agency is……….. .………………………………. 601
Total number of Recipients receiving care is…………………………..97

The breakdown of the number of hours of domiciliary currently being offered to elderly people.
Hours per
+week
1
2
3
4
4.5
5
5.5
6
7
7.5
8
8.75
9
9.75
10.5
11
12.5
12.75
13.5
14

Number of Recipients
1
5
13
4
1
15
2
8
20
2
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
8
92

Total No. of hours
1
10
39
16
4.5
75
11
48
140
15
24
17.5
18
9.75
10.5
11
12.5
12.75
13.5
112
601

92 Recipients
plus 5 (10 married couples, included in the above list, both receiving care)
97 Recipients

Additionally, 15 hours are given weekly for the purpose of Recipients who require
lifting and have no mechanical equipment and a second Carer is sent in at the same
time for the purpose of bathing.
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NO. 548 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

MINIMUM INCOME GUARANTEE
Can Government provide a breakdown of the number of pensioners in receipt of the
Minimum Income Guarantee showing the number receiving the single and married
rates in bands of £5 up to the full amount as at end of October 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

I now hand the hon Member a list giving the information requested.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION NO. 548/2007

Number of pensioners in receipt of the minimum income guarantee, receiving the
single and married couple rates in bands of £5 up to the full amount as at the end of
October 2007.

FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM
FROM

£141.00
£136.00
£131.00
£126.00
£121.00
£116.00
£111.00
£106.00
£101.00
£96.00
£91.00
£86.00
£81.00
£76.00
£71.00
£66.00
£61.00
£56.00
£51.00
£46.00
£41.00
£36.00
£31.00
£26.00
£21.00
£16.00
£11.00
£6.00
£0.00

TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO
TO

£145.00
£140.00
£135.00
£130.00
£125.00
£120.00
£115.00
£110.00
£105.00
£100.00
£95.00
£90.00
£85.00
£80.00
£75.00
£70.00
£65.00
£60.00
£55.00
£50.00
£45.00
£40.00
£35.00
£30.00
£25.00
£20.00
£15.00
£10.00
£5.00
TOTAL

SINGLES
No
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
26
2
0
0
0
1
0
21
2
1
0
6
18
10
17
21
24
22
246
17
22
14
470
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COUPLES
No
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
1
0
2
0
2
3
4
9
0
27

TOTAL
No
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
26
2
0
0
0
2
0
21
2
1
1
7
18
11
17
23
24
24
249
21
31
14
497

ORAL

NO. 549 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL INSURANCE – OPEN LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND
Can Government state what was the number of pensioners being paid or with
entitlement to payment for each month to date as from February 2007 from the Open
Long-Term Benefits Fund, giving a breakdown of:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

UK/Gibraltar Pensioners;
Spanish Pensioners;
Moroccan Pensioners;
Other nationalities?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 550 and 551 of 2007.
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NO. 550 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL INSURANCE – CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND
Can Government state, in connection with the pensioners being paid or with
entitlement to payment from the Long-Term Benefits Fund, how many were also
being paid or with entitlement to payment from the Closed-Long Term Benefits Fund
giving the numbers for each month as from February 2007 and a breakdown by
nationality as follows:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

UK/Gibraltar Pensioners;
Spanish Pensioners;
Moroccan Pensioners; and
Other nationalities?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 549 and 551 of 2007.
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NO. 551 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL INSURANCE – CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND
Can Government state what was the number of pensioners being paid or with
entitlement to payment, for each month to date, as from February 2007, from the
Closed Long-Term Benefits Fund, giving a breakdown of pre-1969 Spanish
pensioners and locally funded pensioners, showing the number of Gibraltarians/UK
nationals, Moroccans and other nationals for the months in question?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

I now hand the hon Member lists giving the information requested.
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.551/2007
Answer to Question No. 551/2007
The following pensioners were being paid or with entitlement to payment from the
Closed Long-term Benefits Fund for the months of February to October 2007.
Feb-07

Mar-07

Apr-07

Pre-1969
Spanish
Pensioners

5705

5673

303

292

288

British
Pensioners
(Gib/UK Nat.)

5121

5120

5127

5158

Moroccan
Pensioners

1751

1750

1746

Other
Nationalities

493

495

13070

13038

Total

May-07

Aug-07

Sep-07

Oct-07

275

274

274

275

5173

5193

5205

5220

5222

1777

1792

1819

1826

1822

1822

494

505

506

508

508

512

514

7670

7732

7759

7795

7813

7828

7833

288

Jun-07

Jul-07

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 549 TO 551 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
The numbers that remain after April of the pre-1969 pensioners, these are the people
who did not take up the offer to leave our Fund, I take it?

HON J J NETTO:
That is correct.

289

ORAL

NO. 552 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

EMPLOYMENT INJURIES INSURANCE FUND
Can Government state what were the opening balances, the total value of the
receipts and payments and the closing balances of the Employment Injuries
Insurance Fund for the months of February 2007 to October 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 553 to 556 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 553 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL INSURANCE – OPEN LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND
Can Government state what was the monthly income, expenditure and balance of
the Open Long-Term Benefits Fund, to date, as from February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 552 and 554 to 556 of 2007.
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NO. 554 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL INSURANCE – SHORT TERM BENEFITS FUND
Can Government state what was the monthly income, expenditure and balance of
the Short-Term Benefits Fund as from February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 552 to 553 and 555 to 556 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 555 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL INSURANCE – CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND
Can Government state what was the monthly income, expenditure and balance of
the Closed Long-Term Benefits Fund as from February 2007, showing the amount
from UK and local funds and the expenditure to former Spanish workers and to
pensioners from local funds?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 552 to 554 and 556 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 556 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL INSURANCE – OPEN/CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND
Can Government state what transfers have been made from the Open Long-Term
Benefits Fund to the Closed Long-Term Benefits Fund, giving the monthly amounts,
to date, as from February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

I now hand the hon Member lists giving the information requested.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.556 of 2007

Answer to Question No. 552 of 2007
The revised opening balance, the total value of the receipts and payments and the
closing balances of the Employment Injuries Insurance Fund for the months of
February 2007 to October 2007 is as per the following tentative statement:
EMPLOYMENT INJURIES INSURANCE FUND
28-Feb-07
Fund Account Opening Balance
Add
Receipts

Less
Payments
Closing Balance

Add
Receipts

Less
Payments
Closing Balance

30-Apr-07

31-May-07

30-Jun'07

£3,730,993.63 £3,717,397.92 £3,363,740.37 £3,355,675.88 £3,265,863.25

£43,210.59
£17,087.42
£30,663.05
£36,480.73
£35,170.50
£3,774,204.22 £3,734,485.34 £3,394,403.42 £3,392,156.61 £3,301,033.75

(£56,806.30)

(£370,744.97)

(£38,727.54) (£126,293.36)

(£83,807.45)

£3,717,397.92 £3,363,740.37 £3,355,675.88 £3,265,863.25 £3,217,226.30

31-Jul-07
Fund Account Opening Balance

31-Mar-07

31-Aug-07

30-Sep-07

31-Oct-07

£3,217,226.30 £3,189,741.68 £3,174,553.03 £3,130,243.87

£36,234.40
£41,236.66
£25,707.18
£15,476.27
£3,253,460.70 £3,230,978.34 £3,200,260.21 £3,145,720.14

(£63,719.02)

(£56,425.31)

(£70,016.34) (£107,415.73)

£3,189,741.68 £3,174,553.03 £3,130,243.87 £3,038,304.41

Cont’d………
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Cont’d Answer to Question No.553/2007

The Monthly Income, Expenditure and Balance of the Open Long Term
Benefits Fund, to date, as from February 2007 is as per the following tentative
statement:
OPEN LONG TERM BENEFITS FUND
28-Feb-07
Fund Account Opening Balance
Add
Receipts

31-Mar-07

30-Apr-07

31-May-07

30-Jun'07

£12,928,035.72

£12,931,659.83 £12,817,617.27 £12,358,341.17

£11,042,464.84

£1,056,426.62
£13,984,462.34

£1,017,369.67
£885,288.28 £1,157,385.63
£13,949,029.50 £13,702,905.55 £13,515,726.80

£754,027.28
£11,796,492.12

Less
Payments

(£1,052,802.51) (£1,131,412.23) (£1,344,564.38) (£2,473,261.96) (£2,016,036.16)

Closing Balance

£12,931,659.83

31-Jul-07
Fund Account Opening Balance
Add
Receipts

Less
Payments
Closing Balance

£12,817,617.27 £12,358,341.17 £11,042,464.84

31-Aug-07

30-Sep-07

£9,780,455.96

£9,356,434.24

£8,729,460.67

£7,417,753.37

£1,281,206.86
£11,061,662.82

£1,061,235.78
£10,417,670.02

£893,401.12
£9,622,861.79

£1,181,250.15
£8,599,003.52

£9,780,455.96

31-Oct-07

(£1,705,228.58) (£1,688,209.35) (£2,205,108.42) (£1,393,535.47)
£9,356,434.24

£8,729,460.67

£7,417,753.37

£7,205,468.05

Cont’d………
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.556/ 2007
Answer to Question No.554/2007

The Monthly Income, Expenditure and Balance of the Short-Term Benefits
Fund as from February 2007 is as per the following tentative statement:
SHORT-TERM BENEFITS FUND
28-Feb-07
Fund Account Opening Balance
Add
Receipts

Less
Payments
Closing Balance

Add
Receipts

Less
Payments
Closing Balance

30-Apr-07

31-May-07

30-Jun'07

£1,275,315.43 £1,298,168.67 £1,295,772.84 £1,307,001.76 £1,317,779.19

£89,650.20
£77,024.36
£69,221.83
£93,519.93
£69,237.59
£1,364,965.63 £1,375,193.03 £1,364,994.67 £1,400,521.69 £1,387,016.78

(£66,796.96)

(£79,420.19)

(£57,992.91)

(£82,742.50)

(£74,206.84)

£1,298,168.67 £1,295,772.84 £1,307,001.76 £1,317,779.19 £1,312,809.94

31-Jul-07
Fund Account Opening Balance

31-Mar-07

31-Aug-07

30-Sep-07

31-Oct-07

£1,312,809.94 £1,345,663.98 £1,335,815.22 £1,330,318.25

£107,060.24
£88,298.68
£74,658.20
£94,728.44
£1,419,870.18 £1,433,962.66 £1,410,473.42 £1,425,046.69

(£74,206.20)

(£98,147.44)

(£80,155.17)

(£85,973.70)

£1,345,663.98 £1,335,815.22 £1,330,318.25 £1,339,072.99

Cont’d………
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.556/2007
Answer to Question No.555/2007

The Monthly Income, Expenditure and Balance of the Closed Long Term
Benefits Fund as from February 2007, showing the amount from UK and
Local Funds and the Expenditure to former Spanish workers and to
pensioners from Local Funds is as follows:

CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND
28-Feb-07
Fund Account Opening Balance

31-Mar-07

30-Apr-07

31-May-07

30-Jun-07

£361,744.82

£362,771.76

£377,069.69

£342,817.91

£304,423.05

Opening Balance

£195,399.84

£239,847.90

£97,602.60

£83,637.43

£77,431.53

Add
Transfers from the
Open Long-Term
Benefits Fund

£950,000.00

£950,000.00

£1,200,000.00

£2,200,000.00

£1,800,000.00

£2,909.41
£1,148,309.25

£4,494.63
£1,194,342.53

£3,000.57
£1,300,603.17

£10,736.19
£2,294,373.62

£4,035.94
£1,881,467.47

"Local Account"

Other Receipts
Less
Payments
Closing Balance

(£908,461.35) (£1,096,739.93) (£1,216,965.74) (£2,216,942.09) (£1,721,041.38)
£239,847.90

£97,602.60

£83,637.43

£77,431.53

£160,426.09

£166,344.98

£122,923.86

£279,467.09

£259,180.48

£226,991.52

£110,000.00
£276,344.98

£1,230,000.00
£1,352,923.86

£0.00
£279,467.09

£0.00
£259,180.48

£0.00
£226,991.52

(£153,421.12) (£1,073,456.77)

(£20,286.61)

(£32,188.96)

(£31,093.86)

"Spanish Account"
Opening Balance
Add
Receipts from DFID
Less
Payments
Closing Balance

£122,923.86

£279,467.09

£259,180.48

£226,991.52

£195,897.66

Fund Account
Closing Balance

£362,771.76

£377,069.69

£342,817.91

£304,423.05

£356,323.75

Cont’d………
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.556 of 2007
Cont’d Answer to Question No.555 of 2007

The Monthly Income, Expenditure and Balance of the Closed Long Term
Benefits Fund as from February 2007, showing the amount from UK and
Local Funds and the Expenditure to former Spanish workers and to
pensioners from Local Funds is as follows:
CLOSED LONG-TERM BENEFITS FUND
31-Jul-07
Fund Account Opening Balance

31-Aug-07

30-Sep-07

31-Oct-07

£356,323.75

£334,682.47

£304,494.45

£712,049.76

£160,426.09

£136,507.41

£115,517.51

£534,601.89

£1,500,000.00

£1,500,000.00

£2,000,000.00

£1,200,000.00

£1,162.55
£1,661,588.64

£1,247.66
£1,637,755.07

£1,321.15
£2,116,838.66

£1,402.25
£1,736,004.14

"Local Account"
Opening Balance
Add
Transfers from the
Open Long-Term
Benefits Fund
Other Receipts
Less
Payments
Closing Balance

(£1,525,081.23) (£1,522,237.56) (£1,582,236.77) (£1,475,206.83)
£136,507.41

£115,517.51

£534,601.89

£260,797.31

£195,897.66

£198,175.06

£188,976.94

£177,447.87

£0.00
£5,334.26
£201,231.92

£0.00

£0.00

£0.00

£198,175.06

£188,976.94

£177,447.87

(£3,056.86)

(£9,198.12)

(£11,529.07)

(£6,351.18)

Closing Balance

£198,175.06

£188,976.94

£177,447.87

£171,096.69

Fund Account
Closing Balance

£334,682.47

£304,494.45

£712,049.76

£431,894.00

"Spanish Account"
Opening Balance
Add
Receipts from DFID
Other Receipts
Less
Payments
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION No.556/2007

Answer to Question 556/2007
The transfers made from the Open Long-Term Benefits Fund to the Closed
Long-Term Benefits Fund for February 2007 to October 2007, are as follows:

February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007

£950,000
£950,000
£1,200,000
£2,200,000
£1,800,000
£1,500,000
£1,500,000
£2,000,000
£1,200,000
£13,300,000

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 552 TO 556 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
In relation to the Employment Injuries Insurance Fund, there is for the month of
March 2007 a payment of £370,000 which appears to be an extraordinary payment
or a high payment, can the Government account for that please?

HON J J NETTO:
Yes, the hon Member is correct. The answer that I have been given for that
particular jump is that being March, which is the end of the financial year, there is a
payment to the GHA for the cost of the GHA in relation to the Employment Injuries
Insurance Fund, and that is normally what tends to happen every year at the end of
March.

300

ORAL

NO. 557 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

DISABLEMENT BENEFIT
Can Government say how many persons applied for Disablement Benefit and how
many it was paid to in each month of 2006 and 2007 to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 558 to 562 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 558 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

DEATH GRANT
Can Government say how many persons applied for a Death Grant and how many
persons received the grant in each month of 2006 and 2007 to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 557 and 559 to 562 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 559 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

INJURY BENEFIT
Can Government say how many persons applied for Injury Benefit and how many it
was paid to in each month of 2006 and 2007 to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 557, 558 and 560 to 562 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 560 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

MATERNITY GRANT
Can Government say how many persons applied for a Maternity Grant and how
many persons received the grant in each month of 2006 and each month up to
November of 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 557 to 559, 561 and 562 of 2007.

304

ORAL

NO. 561 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT
Can Government say how many persons applied for Unemployment Benefit and how
many persons received this benefit in each month of 2006 and 2007 to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 557 to 560 and 562 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 562 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

INDUSTRIAL DEATH BENEFIT
Can Government say how many persons applied for Industrial Death Benefit and
how many it was paid to in each month of 2006 and 2007 to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

I will now hand the hon Member lists giving the information requested. Can I also
point out to him that I would like to explain that whilst the tables show a column for
applications received and another for approved, these approved correspond to the
claims of the month although the payment may have been paid in subsequent
months.

Answer to Question No.562/2007
No applications have been made for Industrial Death Benefit from January 2006 to
date.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.562/2007
Answer to Question No.557/2007
Applications for Disablement Benefit for each month of 2006 and 2007 and numbers
approved for payment.

2006
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Applications
received
0
1
1
1
1
0
3
1
0
1
0
0

Approved
0
1
1
1
1
0
3
1
0
1
0
0

2007
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November

Applications
received
1
2
3
1
1
0
1
3
1
1
2

Approved
1
2
3
1
1
0
1
3
1
1
0

Cont’d………
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.562/2007
Answer to Question No.558/2007

Applications for Death Grant for each month of 2006 and 2007 and numbers
approved for payment.

2006
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Applications
Received
17
18
29
25
25
21
23
27
21
20
19
16

Approved

2007

17
18
29
25
25
21
23
27
21
20
19
16

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
27 November

Applications
received
23
20
15
21
12
11
16
17
10
29
13

Approved
23
20
15
21
12
11
16
17
10
28
13

Cont’d………
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.562/2007
Answer to Question No.559/2007

Applications for Injury Benefit for each month of 2006 and 2007 and numbers
approved for payment.

2006
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Applications
Received
31
24
25
16
34
25
26
33
41
39
31
25

Approved

2007

31
24
25
15
34
25
25
33
41
39
31
25

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November

Applications
Received
23
32
35
28
28
37
37
26
27
15
27

Approved
23
31
35
28
28
37
37
26
27
15
27

Cont’d………

309

Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.562/2007
Answer to Question No.560/2007
Applications for Maternity Grant for each month of 2006 and 2007 and numbers
approved for payment.

2006
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Applications
Received
18
24
27
11
19
15
35
44
33
34
33
21

Approved
14
20
25
8
14
12
35
42
29
31
29
18

2007
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November

Applications
Received
35
25
38
24
42
31
33
32
25
34
28

Approved
34
22
37
23
40
29
33
28
23
27
14

Cont’d………
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.562/2007
Answer to Question No.561/2007

Applications for Unemployment Benefit for each month of 2006 and 2007 and
numbers approved for payment.

2006
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Applications
Received
49
28
49
25
48
48
53
56
44
50
42
38

Approved

2007

42
24
49
23
40
45
48
52
41
44
37
36

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
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Applications
Received
47
30
63
56
34
37
41
42
35
47
56

Approved
43
28
61
53
30
35
38
39
35
45
54

ORAL

NO. 563 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE
Can Government state what was the number of persons receiving social assistance,
to date, as from February 2007 giving a monthly breakdown by age and sex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 564 and 565 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 564 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE
Can Government state how many persons receiving social assistance, to date, as
from February 2007, have been employed since, and how many are still receiving
social assistance, giving a monthly breakdown by age and sex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Answered together with Question Nos. 563 and 565 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 565 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

DISABILITY ALLOWANCE
Can Government state how many persons were in receipt of a disability allowance
under the social assistance arrangements as from February 2007, to date, giving a
monthly breakdown of their age and sex?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR FAMILY, YOUTH & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

I now hand the hon Member lists containing the information requested.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.565/2007
Answer to Question No.563/2007

PERSONS RECEIVING SOCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE MONTHS OF
FEBRUARY TO NOVEMBER 2007 BY MONTH, SEX AND AGE

2007
Feb-07
Mar-07
Apr-07
May-07
Jun-07
Jul-o7
Aug-07
Sept-07
Oct-07
Nov-07

MALES
174
166
173
169
168
162
170
162
161
155

FEMALES
298
299
303
299
301
298
299
292
295
299

TOTAL
472
465
476
468
469
460
469
454
456
454

18/25
63
64
69
66
67
60
63
57
61
60

26/35
152
148
150
145
143
145
145
139
134
135

36/45
116
111
112
111
112
111
113
115
117
116

46/60
141
142
145
146
147
144
148
143
144
143

Cont’d………
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO.565/2007
Answer to Question No.564/2007

PERSONS IN RECEIPT OF SOCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE MONTHS OF
FEBRUARY TO NOVEMBER 2007

MONTHS
Feb-07
Mar-07
Apr-07
May-07
Jun-07
Jul-07
Aug-07
Sept-07
Oct-07
Nov-07

MALES
174
166
173
169
168
162
170
162
161
155

FEMALES
298
299
303
299
301
298
299
292
295
299

TOTAL
472
465
476
468
469
460
469
454
456
454

18/25
63
64
69
66
67
60
63
57
61
60

26/35
152
148
150
145
143
145
145
139
134
135

36/45
116
111
112
111
112
111
113
115
117
116

46/60
141
142
145
146
147
144
148
143
144
143

PERSONS EMPLOYED DURING THE MONTHS OF FEBRUARY TO
NOVEMBER 2007

MONTHS
Feb-07
Mar-07
Apr-07
May-07
Jun-07
Jul-07
Aug-07
Sept-07
Oct-07
Nov-07

AS AT
29-Nov-07

MALES

4
10
2
7
6
6
1
3
2
4

MALES

161

FEMALES
0
6
0
6
2
5
1
3
0
0

FEMALES
305

TOTAL

4
16
2
13
8
11
2
6
2
4

TOTAL

466

18/25
0
5
0
6
3
4
1
2
0
1

18/25
65

26/35
1
5
1
3
5
2
1
3
2
1

26/35
136

36/45
3
4
0
1
0
4
0
0
0
1

36/45
117

46/60
0
2
1
3
0
1
0
1
0
1

46/60
148

Cont’d………
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Cont’d ANSWER TO QUESTION NO. 565/ 2007
Answer to Question No.565/2007
Persons receiving disability allowance under the social assistance arrangements as
from February 2007, to November 2007 giving a monthly breakdown of their age and
sex.

MONTHS

0-10

Feb-07
Mar-07
Apr-07
May-07
June-07
July-07
Aug-07
Sept-07
Oct-07
Nov-07

29
29
28
27
27
26
25
26
26
26

1120
23
23
23
24
23
23
24
24
24
24

2130
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
28
27
27

3140
15
15
15
15
16
15
15
15
16
16

4150

5160

17
17
17
17
16
17
17
16
16
16

11
11
11
11
12
12
11
12
12
12
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6170
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4

TOTAL

MALES

FEMALES

124
124
123
123
123
122
122
125
125
125

84
84
83
83
83
82
82
84
84
84

40
40
40
40
40
40
40
41
41
41

ORAL

NO. 566 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – REFURBISHMENT OF DWELLINGS
Can Government state how many empty Government dwellings are presently
refurbished or in the hands of Buildings and Works for refurbishment?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

There are currently 25 properties in the hands of Buildings and Works for
refurbishment.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 566 OF 2007

HON C A BRUZON:
Did the Minister say 25?

HON F J VINET:
That is correct.

HON C A BRUZON:
Would this indicate that these 25 dwellings would go immediately to the Housing
Allocation Committee for allocation to people on the waiting list?

HON F J VINET:
Yes, that is the normal practice.
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ORAL

NO. 567 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – ROSIA HOUSE
Can Government state the length of time that the scaffolding at Rosia House has
been in place and what is the expense, to date, incurred for this by Government?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

The scaffolding at Rosia House has been in place for approximately eight months at
no expense to Government.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 567 OF 2007

HON C A BRUZON:
I assume then that it is Government that is actually responsible for the scaffolding,
there is no private contractor involved?

HON F J VINET:
There was a private contractor involved and completion of the works at Rosia House
happened way back in November 2004. There were some additional works to be
done which are being carried out by the contractor at no expense to Government.
No expense in terms of the work itself or, indeed, of the scaffolding.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is the scaffolding then the property of the Government or the property of the
contractor?

HON F J VINET:
The information that I have before me is that the scaffolding belongs to the contractor
itself.

319

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is there a higher charge for that scaffolding included in the contract price of the works
or not?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Usually yes, the quoted price for a building contract includes all expenses including
scaffolding expenses, but that expense is no longer running for the account of the
Government. It is running for the account of the contractor itself. In the original
contract, part of the build-up of the contractor’s quote would have been for the cost of
scaffolding.
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ORAL

NO. 568 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – RENT RELIEF
Can Government state how many households were on full rent relief, to date, as from
February 2007, giving a monthly breakdown?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question Nos. 569 to 572 of 2007.
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NO. 569 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – RENT RELIEF
Can Government state how many households have applied for rent relief, to date,
since February 2007, giving a monthly breakdown?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question Nos. 568 and 570 to 572 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 570 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – RENT RELIEF
Can Government state how many households have received rent relief, to date, as
from February 2007, giving a monthly breakdown?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question Nos. 568, 569, 571 and 572 of 2007.
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NO. 571 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – RENT RELIEF
Can Government state how many households have had the level of rent relief
reduced, to date, as from February 2007, giving a monthly breakdown?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question Nos. 568 to 570 and 572 of 2007.
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NO. 572 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – RENT RELIEF
Can Government state how many households on rent relief have had this benefit
terminated, to date, as from February 2007, giving a monthly breakdown?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Answer to Question 572 of 2007

Answer to Question 568
The number of households that were on full Rent Relief, to date, as from February
2007, is as follows:
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007
November 2007

44
43
46
41
42
35
35
33
35
32

Answer to Question 569
The number of households that have applied for Rent Relief, to date, since February
2007, is as follows:
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007
November 2007

5
10
7
5
0
1
9
5
3
4

Answer to Question 570
The number of households that have received Rent Relief, to date, as from February
2007, is as follows:
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007

665
652
672
653
665
656
656
647
646

November 2007

635
Contd………

326

Contd Answer to Question 572
Answer to Question 571

The number of households that have had the level of Rent Relief reduced, to date, as
from February 2007, is as follows:
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007

October 2007
November 2007

45
49
106
203
352
360
347
323

23
15

Answer to Question 572
The number of households, on Rent Relief, that have had this benefit terminated, to
date, as from February 2007, is as follows:
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007
November 2007

20
14
19
25
11
14
11
11
13
9
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NO. 573 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – ARREARS OF RENT
Can Government state how many tenants have entered into agreements to pay
arrears of rent, to date, as from February 2007 giving a monthly breakdown, and
what is the total of arrears covered by such agreements?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Answer to Question 573 of 2007
The number of tenants that have entered into agreements to pay arrears as from
February 2007, and the amount of arrears covered by such agreements is as follows:
Month

No. of Tenants entering Agreements

Amount

February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November (to date)

15
17
9
8
13
9
6
Nil
3
16

£21,070.71
£32,486.60
£26,442.61
£13,903.75
£31,159.28
£21,252.84
£6,418.55
Nil
£3,805.53
£37,040.31

TOTAL

96

£193,580.18
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NO. 574 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – PRE-WAR FLATS
Can Government state how many pre-war housing units have been allocated, to
date, since the answer given to Question 21 of 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

A total of 17 pre-war housing units have been allocated, to date, since the answer
given to Question 21 of 2007.
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NO. 575 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – REPOSSESSED FLATS
Can Government state how many Government flats have been repossessed, to date,
since the answer given to Question 22 of 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Two flats have been repossessed in the time period mentioned.
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NO. 576 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – SOCIAL CATEGORY “A” LIST
Can Government state how many persons are currently on the Housing Social
Category ‘A’ List?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question Nos. 577 and 578 of 2007.
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NO. 577 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – SOCIAL CATEGORY “A” LIST
With reference to persons currently on the Housing Social Category ‘A’ List, can
Government provide the dates when each of these people joined the list?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question Nos. 576 and 578 of 2007.
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NO. 578 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – POST-WAR FLATS (SOCIAL CASES)
Can Government state how many post-war housing units have been allocated to
social cases as from February 2007, providing a monthly breakdown?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Answer to Question 578 of 2007

Answer to Question 576
There are currently 79 persons on the Social Category ‘A’ List.
Answer to Question 577
The persons currently on the Housing Social Category ‘A’ List and the dates when
each of these people joined the list is as follows:

Month and
Year
11/2003
12/2003
03/2004
04/2004
07/2004
09/2004
03/2005
04/2005
05/2005
06/2005
07/2005
09/2005
10/2005
11/2005
12/2005
02/2006
03/2006
04/2006

Number

Month and
Year
06/2006
08/2006
09/2006
10/2006
11/2006
12/2006
01/2007
02/2007
03/2007
04/2007
05/2007
06/2007
07/2007
08/2007
09/2007
10/2007
11/2007

1
1
1
1
1
4
1
2
1
1
1
2
2
1
2
4
2
2

Number
4
2
2
2
1
4
3
2
2
4
1
3
2
3
5
3
6

Answer to Question 578
A total of nine post-war housing units have been allocated to social cases
since February 2007. The breakdown by month is as follows:
February
March
May
July
September
November to date

-

1
1
1
1
3
2
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 578 OF 2007

HON C A BRUZON:
I notice that there are some here that have been on the Social Category ‘A’ List since
2003 and some since 2004 and 2005. Is this an indication that Government have not
been able to provide the necessary help regarding housing for these people?

HON F J VINET:
Yes, the fact is that there are certain instances where it is more difficult to actually
meet the requirements of a particular applicant. For example, if the flat needed is of
a bigger size and there are not any of that size available, then of course there is a
greater time period required in order to meet the demands or needs of a particular
applicant.

336
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NO. 579 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – PERSONS MEDICALLY RECOMMENDED
Can Government state how many applicants on the Housing Waiting List, to date, are
medically recommended, giving a breakdown of their medical category?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question Nos. 580 and 581 of 2007.
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NO. 580 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – WAITING LIST (MEDICAL)
Can Government state how many applicants, to date, are medically recommended,
apart from those who are described as applicants on the Housing Waiting List, giving
a breakdown of their medical category?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question Nos. 579 and 581 of 2007.
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NO. 581 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – WAITING LIST (MEDICAL)
With reference to persons currently on the Housing Medical Lists A+, A, B and C, can
Government provide the number of applicants on each list grouped by date of joining
the list?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Answer to Question 581 of 2007
Answer to Question 579
There are 52 applicants on the Housing Waiting List, to date, who are medically
recommended. The breakdown of their medical category is as follows:

A+
A
B
C

-

Nil
13
21
18

Answer to Question 580
There are 170 persons, to date, who are medically recommended, apart from those
who are described as applicants on the Housing Waiting List. The breakdown of their
medical category is as follows:

A+
A
B
C

-

22
48
43
57

Answer to Question 581
The number of persons currently on the Medical Lists A+, A, B and C is as follows:

A+
A
B
C

-

22
61
64
78

Contd………
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Contd Answer to Question 581 of 2007

The grouping by dates is as follows:

Month and
Year
12/1994
09/1995
01/1996
01/1997
03/1997
07/1997
11/1997
01/1998
02/1998
03/1998
04/1998
10/1998
11/1998
01/1999
03/1999
05/1999
06/1999
07/1999
11/1999
05/2000
10/2000
11/2000
03/2001
05/2001
09/2001
11/2001
12/2001
04/2002
10/2002
12/2002
01/2003
02/2003
05/2003
06/2003
08/2003
09/2003
11/2003

A+

A

B

C

Month and
Year
01/2004
03/2004
08/2004
09/2004
10/2004
12/2004
02/2005
03/2005
04/2005
06/2005
07/2005
09/2005
10/2005
11/2005
12/2005
01/2006
03/2006
04/2006
05/2006
06/2006
08/2006
09/2006
10/2006
11/2006
12/2006
01/2007
02/2007
03/2007
04/2007
06/2007
07/2007
09/2007
10/2007

1
1
1

1
1

1
1
2
2
1

1
1

1
1
1
2
1
3
5
2
3
5
3

2
3
1
2
1
3
2

2
1
2
4
1

2
2
1

1
1
2
1
1
3
1

2

2
1

1
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A+

A

B

4

1
2
2
1

C
1

1
2
1
1
1
1

3
2
1
1
1
4
2
1

1

1
1
2

1

3
3
1

3
1

2
1
2

2
4
1
1

1
2

1
1
3

1
1

3
3
4

1
2
2
3
3

1
1
3

2
1
2
1
1
2
1

3
1
1
1
4
2
2
2
2
1
1

1
1

5

1

1

1

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 581 OF 2007

HON C A BRUZON:
I was under the impression, particularly individuals applying for housing who were
medically categorised ‘A’, they would not have to wait for more than a year or two. I
see that there is one here since 1997 who is waiting for a house and is medically
categorised ‘A’, there is another waiting since 1999, another one since 2001, there
are three a little later in 2001 and so forth, there are quite a few and I am shocked at
these statistics.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, the nature of the statistics have not varied very much for several years. They
are no less or more shocking now than they have been during the last few years. Let
me say that I personally happen to agree with the hon Member, we have a system of
a Housing Waiting List, on which we then encrust other lists which are supposedly
more urgent – Social, Medical ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’, - these have themselves become waiting
lists. The only way to address those is to always give priority to people on the
medical lists or on the social lists. That would mean that nobody on the normal list
would ever get a house, because people come on the special lists, if I could call them
that, at a faster rate than the Government gets houses for allocation. So what
happens is that there are some occasions in which houses are pushed through to
the special lists and other occasions in which they are used to service the
requirements of the normal list. But I happen to agree, and it is reflected in our
manifesto and indeed in a statement that I recently made public, which is reflected in
a local magazine that interviewed me, that the Government intend to address this.
We intend to reform the system of allocation of housing to make it more needs based
and less simple waiting list based. Waiting lists reflect primarily the length of time
that one has been waiting. It does not necessarily reflect the urgency of one’s need.
But, of course, that requires a whole new approach and a whole new debate about
the way that the Government provide housing. One cannot on the one hand say to
the Government, “people on the medical lists and on the social lists should be given
immediate priority”, and then come back and say, “why do the normal lists not move
more quickly?” Because the two demands, whilst there is not more supply, obviously
everything could be resolved by having greater amounts of supply and the new
housing estate eliminates all of these lists. But going forward I think that there is a
need for housing provision for the future to be much more targeted at those people
genuinely in need, and less to those who happen to be on the list but who may well
be able to afford to provide their own housing or to buy, or to provide themselves with
affordable housing on a co-ownership scheme. That is something that the
Government are working on, I cannot tell the hon Member when we shall be in a
position to publish our ideas on that, for consultation first and then for debate in this
House but, certainly, the Government intend to focus these things and not
necessarily just in housing. Much more on a needs and urgency basis than on a list
basis.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is it not the case that the last reform they carried out to the system was in fact
diametrically opposite to the one that he is explaining now? It moved away from
needs based and gave more priority to the waiting time.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Not diametrically opposed, what we were doing then was not reforming the system in
the sense of changing the system. We were improving the existing system so that it
should work more as the designers intended it. In other words, there were people
who were constantly slipping down the list because points were being earned, in
circumstances some of them deserving and others self-inflicted, which were causing
other people who also felt that their case was genuine, to slip down the list. What we
did was that we arrested that situation so for the time being the existing system is
working not in the way that I have been just describing. In other words, the
enhanced waiting points that we introduced with our last set of reforms, had the
effect of continuing to premium waiting. Therefore, it was still the old-fashioned
waiting list system with an attempt made to re-arm the waiting element at the
expense of some of the other non-waiting element, which is the point that the hon
Member is making. I am not describing a system of tinkering, I am describing a
debate of moving away altogether from a simple waiting list system to one in which
there is some sort of mechanism by which houses can genuinely be awarded to
people who are in most, financial, social need of housing and urgency, rather than a
waiting list as such. There will always have to be some sort of waiting list because
people have to wait somewhere, in a list or somewhere else. But the focus, and it
may not be a points system, it may be a system based on something other that the
accumulation of points, but the idea is to move completely to a new system of
housing allocation and not to tinker with the existing system to make it more or less
waited in favour of waiting or other social considerations. For example, the merger
of the lists. Why have different lists if being on the medical list, in fact, does not
mean very much in practice? All of these issues are going to be reviewed. This is
not legislation that is suddenly going to appear, this is something which hopefully we
will be able to make so radical that it will require a White Paper and a debate in
consultation with outside bodies. Then, of course, plenty of lead-in time for the hon
Members to consider on both sides of the House and to debate. But it is very much
on our agenda of social change for the next couple of years.
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NO. 582 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – WAITING LIST
Can Government state, in respect of applicants already on the Housing List, for each
category of list and for each month since Question 15 of 2007, how many applicants
had overcrowding points disallowed because other people who had sold their homes
moved in with them?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question No. 583 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 583 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – WAITING LIST
Can Government state, in respect of applicants already on the Housing List, for each
category of list and for each month since Question 16 of 2007, how many applicants
were allowed points for overcrowding when other people who had sold their homes
moved in with them?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answer to Question 582 of 2007
None.

Answer to Question 583 of 2007
In March 2007, one applicant was allowed overcrowding points.
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NO. 584 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – WAITING LIST
Can Government state how many applicants are currently on the Housing Waiting
Lists giving a breakdown of their flat requirements?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question No. 585 of 2007.
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NO. 585 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – PRE-LIST
Can Government state how many applicants are currently on the pre-list for housing
giving a breakdown of their flat requirements?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Answer to Question 585 of 2007

Answer to Question 584

There are 672 applicants currently on the Housing Waiting List. The
breakdown of their flat requirement is as follows:
1RKB
2RKB
3RKB
4RKB
5RKB
6RKB

-

322
49
183
108
9
1

Answer to Question 585

There are currently 397 applicants on the pre-list. The breakdown of their flat
requirement is as follows:
1RKB
2RKB
3RKB
4RKB
5RKB

-

270
12
80
33
2

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 584 AND 585 OF 2007

HON C A BRUZON:
I notice that there are 672 applicants on the housing waiting list proper and 397
applicants on the pre-list. Am I right in assuming that purchasers of affordable
housing have therefore not been taken off the list if they still occupy Government
housing?

HON F J VINET:
I am afraid I will have to look into that, I am not entirely sure whether they are
automatically removed from the list or they remain in the list until they move.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I would guess that they are removed. I think it is pretty safe to assume that they are
removed but we just want to check that that is so.
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NO. 586 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – APPLICATIONS REJECTED
Can Government state how many applicants for housing were rejected on the
grounds that they were homeowners who had chosen to sell their homes, giving a
breakdown by month, since the answer to Question 11 of 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Answered together with Question No. 587 of 2007.
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NO. 587 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED
Can Government state how many applicants for housing were accepted because in
the judgement of the Housing Allocation Committee the sale was necessary, giving a
breakdown by month since the answer given to Question 12 of 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Answer to Question 587 of 2007

Answer to Question 586
A total of three applicants for housing were rejected. The breakdown by month
is as follows:
March 2007
June 2007
September 2007

-

1
1
1

Answer to Question 587
A total of 23 applicants for housing were accepted because in the judgement of the
Housing Allocation Committee the sale was genuinely necessary, since the answer
given to Question 12 of 2007. The monthly breakdown is as follows:
February
March
April

-

1
5
4

May
June
July
August
September
October
November

-

1
4
3
1
2
Nil
2

351

ORAL

NO. 588 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – TENANTS REQUIRING WORK TO HOMES
Can Government state how many Government tenants are currently listed as
requiring work to be done in their homes by the Housing Department as landlords?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

There are currently 887 tenants awaiting work to be done by Buildings and Works.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 588 OF 2007

HON C A BRUZON:
I understand from people who speak to me and come to see me that there are some
elderly people experiencing problems of severe dampness within their homes. Can
the Minister give Parliament a commitment for his staff to look into these cases so
that these problems, particularly of the elderly, may be resolved as soon as possible?

HON F J VINET:
The officials at the Housing Department already do precisely that as a matter of
course. The hon Member may be aware that in answer to a similar question last
year, the number of tenants was in fact close to 2,200, earlier this year the number
went down to 1,381 and now the number has gone down even further to 887. So,
these issues are being addressed very actively if I may say so.

HON C A BRUZON:
What I would like the Minister to assure me is that in the case of elderly people, I
remember I had a case where a lady came to see me who lives in Laguna Estate and
she wanted me to write to the Minister urging him to move her to another home
because the lock of her window on the ground floor did not work. So all it required
was that this elderly person should have been looked after properly. Maybe the
Minister as responsible for the department should ensure that in the case of elderly
people maybe priority should be given. This is the point I am trying to make.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, we can see that that is the point that he is trying to make. But the reality is that
there are also young families with young children, who also have needs. Therefore,
elderly people worthy as they are of rapid intervention, are not the only category of
tenant worthy of rapid intervention. Therefore, management and staff grapple with
the resources that they have. I think that there is a good news story here, the figures
are falling considerably, the productivity in the department is greatly improved, it is
better organised. What I cannot give the hon Member is a Parliamentary
commitment that we are going to erect some sort of system where age alone
determines the order in which works get done in homes. There is a priority of
urgency of work which may not be age sensitive, it may raise other sensitivities and
therefore it is not possible to institutionalise the system that the hon Member is so
eloquently recommending to the Government.

HON C A BRUZON:
I was going to mention young mums with young children as well.

HON G H LICUDI:
Can Government state how that priority is determined or is it simply a question of the
time that flat has been pending?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, there is not a formal system of priority. The system is that one goes on a list but
management exercises some discretion and when they see a particular case which
may involve an elderly person, or may involve a younger person, that is worthy
because of urgency or because of danger, or because it might be a family with a
member of the family with bronchitis or with some medical ailment that the dampness
exacerbates, management quite sensibly and sensitively take it upon themselves to
prioritise the matter. I think that is the right level and I do not think the right system is
that Ministers should decide what the prioritisation should be. It is exercised on the
basis of discretion at a management level. We think that that is the proper system,
however, if there was evidence that that discretion was being abused by
management in favour of people other than those that really needed priority, for
which we have no evidence, but if that were the case that would be something, that
would be a systemic failure in which Ministers would be obliged to take an interest
and indeed should intervene.

HON S E LINARES:
In the application, when something goes wrong in a house, to the Buildings and
Works, in the application itself does one actually notify any illnesses or anything of
the sort in order to make management aware that there is a certain priority?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I understand there is no application as such. The notification is a good deal less
formal than that, in very many cases it is just a phone call and gets logged. So the
answer probably is that there is no system which would result in that sort of
information being recorded.
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NO. 589 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – ANONYMOUS PHONE CALLS
Can Government state, since they introduced the policy of inviting anonymous phone
calls on the non-use of Government rented dwellings:
(a) how many phone calls have been received;
(b) in how many cases was the information received correct,
and provide a breakdown as from February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Answer to Question 589 of 2007

Since the policy of inviting anonymous phone calls on the possible non-use of
Government rented dwellings was introduced:
A: 102 phone calls have been received
B: 56 were found to be correct.
A breakdown as from February 2007 is as follows:
Month
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November to date
TOTAL

Calls
5
2
2
5
0
1
0
5
3
1
24

356

Correct
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
3
1
8

Incorrect
3
2
2
5
0
1
0
3
0
0
16

ORAL

NO. 590 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – AIRLINES
Can Government say with how many airlines interested in flying to and from Gibraltar
they are currently now in contact?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Government is in contact with six airlines interested in flying to Gibraltar.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 590 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can the Minister say how many of those airlines are British airlines?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
At least two, possibly three, it is not immediately clear from the notes.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
I remember discussing this issue with the Hon Mr Holliday and he mentioned FlyBe
and EasyJet, I think, at that time, are those two of the six airlines that the Minister
has mentioned?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I am not going to go into the names of airlines at this moment in time.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Those were there before and they were mentioned by the Minister in the House. In
relation to the routes not the airlines themselves, can the Minister say whether they
will open routes to countries that are not presently served by Gibraltar Airport?
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Two points, first we are on the grounds of hypotheses and, secondly, I do not see
what the number of airlines is linked directly to where the routes fly to but I bow to Mr
Speaker’s ruling.

MR SPEAKER:
It is a connected matter airlines fly from routes.

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Well then if it is, I am not prepared to attend to that sort of detail at this moment in
time.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
I do not want any details of the routes, all I am asking for is whether a country that is
not served, and really what I am trying to establish is whether any of these will have
flights between Gibraltar and Morocco?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
On the basis that this is a new Ministerial responsibility that I have, and on the basis
that I myself have not yet established contact directly with the airlines concerned, I
am not prepared to discuss at this stage matters of which I am not either fully briefed
or fully aware of what the details are. At a later stage when I am I will be prepared to
discuss with the hon Member.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I accept that the Minister may still need to be updated on what was going on before
October, that is not in dispute, but information was provided in January of this year
then, surely, at least he can tell us whether what was being said in January is still the
case or not the case. Surely that much we all know in the House, what was said in
January because he was sitting here when it was said. If somebody told us in
January that a particular airline was in talks, I think it is legitimate to ask the Minister
now if that airline is still in the running or not.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
There is no running, the Government do not set about the provision of air services to
Gibraltar. The Government entertain enquiries, expressions of interest, tentative
testing of the temperature by airlines, who then provide the route or not, depending
on whether they think it is in their commercial interest to do so. The difficulty that the
Government get into precisely stems from giving Opposition Members too much
information about things that are in the pipeline, that may or may not happen,
negotiations that may or may not come to a satisfactory conclusion and if this is
going to be a source of difficulty to the Government, then we shall stop providing that
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information, as we are entitled not to provide that information. It used to be systemic
in earlier years that the Government always used to decline to comment on things
that were under negotiation for fear of prejudicing the negotiation. We can revert to
that well trodden formula in this House if Opposition Members want. We choose not
to do it and to give the hon Members as much information as we feel we can, without
either prejudicing the negotiation, giving too much information to other airlines about
other airlines that are negotiating or not negotiating, or even showing an interest.
The hon Members have got to understand that the Government tread a fine line, not
just in terms of their own political interests, in terms of the use that the hon Members
then make of negotiations that never came to fruition about which they might never
have known, but the airlines themselves may modify the level of interest that they
have in coming to Gibraltar if they think there are too many other airlines about to
come into Gibraltar. We have got to balance these things out. Now, I suppose that
there is much that the Minister may be willing to tell the hon Member privately, in
exchange of correspondence or in a conversation, that he may not be able when he
is briefed up to do it, neither of which is the case right now for the reasons which he
has explained. Much that he would be willing to tell the hon Member privately and
not across the floor of this House in that respect. This is not about keeping the
information from the hon Member, it is about not putting it in the public domain at a
time when it is not in anybody’s interest to do so.

HON J J BOSSANO:
First of all, if the Chief Minister does not like me using the word “running” then if the
airline that in January was sniffing, enquiring, showing an interest or in remote
contact is still there or not, is something that is a supplementary to information that
was already in the public domain. All that I am saying is, why is it not possible to tell
us if the airline that was there showing an interest in January is still one of the six
showing an interest or not?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
What was the name of the airline?

HON DR J J GARCIA:
FlyBe.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
It is not on the list in front of my hon Colleague.
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ORAL

NO. 591 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – OCCURRENCE REPORTS
How many mandatory occurrence reports have been raised in relation to incidents at
Gibraltar Airport in 2007 to date, with a breakdown giving the date of the incident, the
name of the airline and aircraft involved, and a short description of each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question No. 592 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 592 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – OCCURRENCE REPORTS
Can Government say whether any action has been taken as a consequence of
mandatory occurrence reports into incidents at Gibraltar Airport in 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The statistical information requested by the hon Member is in the schedule which I
now hand to him. I would like to add, just on a cautionary note, that the Government
do not have any responsibility for preparing these mandatory reports. Information
has been provided to us by the MoD. I say that purely as a caution because if in
future the information is not available, it is not because the Government do not want
to provide it but because it may not have been made available to the Government.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS 591 TO 592 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
When the incidents relate to civil aircraft, are the Government involved or informed by
the MoD?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I understand it is not so, unless the Government were to request the information. My
understanding is that up to now that information has neither been requested nor
made available. But this is the first time that this has been requested, simply
because the parties concerned do not involve the Government. They are the parties
primarily concerned in the incident. There is one incident which aroused public
interest, where of course the Government were concerned, and that is the incident at
the top of the list on the last page regarding a bomb threat. But all the rest are
incidents on the runway itself or in the air for which there is no direct Government
involvement.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can I just clarify what the Minister said? The Government then are not routinely
informed or do not routinely ask for this kind of information from the RAF, is that
correct?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
That is my understanding, that the Government have not in the past asked for this
information.

HON G H LICUDI:
Can the Government explain why that is the case? If there is an incident involving
airlines in Gibraltar, should the Government not be interested and routinely ask for
reports on that incident?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Government operate within the bounds of their constitutional responsibilities,
which until very few weeks ago, did not include aviation. Indeed, it does not yet
include aviation in a statutory sense but I am happy to say to this House that
legislation is in the pipeline and imminent that will make the Government of Gibraltar
responsible for aviation matters. At that point, these incidents will actually be
reported to the Government not to the MoD as airfield operator. So hitherto, the
Government’s linkage with anything to do with aviation has been limited to managing
the terminal, which is why we have an interest in incidents that affect the terminal,
and in the sort of things that the Hon Dr Garcia questioned us about which is the
commercial, civilian services to Gibraltar. But Gibraltar has historically never had any
responsibility, or even role never mind responsibility, for the operation of the airfield
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and its safe operation, which is, given that it is a military airfield, the MoD is the
aerodrome licensed operator and it regards it as its exclusive responsibility, which
until very recently it has guarded very jealously indeed. Now, this is an area which
we are now about to take a very big step forward and I hope the House will welcome
it, I know they wish to reserve their judgement until they see the legislation, but in
principle, it represents another area of advancement for Gibraltar and its Government
and people.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Would that also include the provision of the equivalent of a civil aviation authority in
terms of applications to fly that route? For example, places like Bermuda have had it
for a very long time.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I would ask the hon Member not to make me pre-empt legislation that has yet not
been consulted about, has yet not been published and therefore is hypothetical to
that sense. The legislation is at a very advanced stage of drafting, it is not that this is
a project that is very early down the pipeline. It is quite a long way down the pipeline
but I would not wish to say publicly more than I should at this stage. I will simply
advance to the hon Member that it does include the establishment of a Director of
Civil Aviation.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
There is a slight discrepancy, I know these figures have not come from the Minister.
When this question was asked in the House of Lords two months ago, the answer
there was that there were six, in the past six months there were seven occurrences.
Seven occurrences of incidents at the airport. This seems to suggest there were
over 20 in the same period. Can the Minister throw any light on this?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
No, Mr Speaker.
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ORAL

NO. 593 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – MADRID FLIGHT
What was the total number of passengers carried by airlines on the Gibraltar/Madrid
route, showing inward and outward bound on a monthly basis since February 2007
inclusive, with a breakdown by airline?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 594 to 598.
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ORAL

NO. 594 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – MADRID FLIGHT
Can Government say how many arriving passengers on the flights from Madrid to
Gibraltar boarded the bus to La Linea after landing here on a monthly basis from
February 2007 inclusive?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 593 and 595 to 598 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 595 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – MADRID FLIGHT
Can Government say how many departing passengers on the flight from Gibraltar to
Madrid arrived at the Air Terminal on the bus from La Linea on a monthly basis from
February 2007 inclusive?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 593 and 594 and 596 to 598 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 596 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – MADRID FLIGHT
Can Government say, of the passengers who arrived in Gibraltar by air from Madrid
since February 2007 to date, on a monthly basis, how many were deemed to be in
transit through Gibraltar and how many stayed in Gibraltar?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 593 to 595 and 597 to 598 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 597 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – DELAYED DEPARTURES
Can Government say how many flights from Gibraltar to the following airports were
delayed by more than half an hour on a monthly basis:
(a) London Gatwick;
(b) London Luton;
(c) Madrid,
from February 2007 inclusive?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 593 to 596 and 598 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 598 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – TIMETABLED AND CANCELLED FLIGHTS
How many flights between Gibraltar and the following airports were timetabled and
how many were cancelled on a monthly basis to or from:
(a) London Gatwick;
(b) London Luton;
(c) Madrid,
since February 2007 inclusive?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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ContdAnswer to Question 598 of 2007

Answer to Question 593
Month

Iberia Outward

Iberia Inward

GB Outward

GB Inward

Feb 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
Sept 2007
Oct 2007
Nov 2007
Up to 26 Nov 2007

2197
2316
2608
2468
2313
2298
2699
2409
2068
597

2140
2574
2585
2335
2185
2768
2646
1913
1974
460

2385
2238
1902
2039
2021
-

2118
2147
1846
2006
1936
-

Answer to Question 594

Month
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
Aug 2007
Sept 2007
Oct 2007
Nov 2007
(up to 26 Nov 07)

Iberia Arrivals
Total
2140
2574
2585
2335
2185
2768
2646
1913
1974
460

By Bus
404
286
323
234
151
150
147
125
81
13

GB Airways Arrivals
Total
By Bus
2118
68
2147
157
1846
72
2006
84
1936
120
-

Answer to Question 595
Iberia Departures

GB Airways

Departures
Month
Feb 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
Aug 2007
Sep 2007
Oct 2007
Nov 2007
(up to 26 Nov
07)

Total
2197
2316
2608
2468
2313
2298
2699
2409
2068
597

Via T2
330
207
277
238
162
125
176
207
95
27
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Total
2385
2238
1902
2039
2021
-

Via T2
127
140
103
58
73
-

Answer to Question 596
Iberia

GB Airways

Month
Total Transit Total Staying
Total Transit
Feb 2007
1779
477 (165)
Mar 2007
1868
684 (388)
April 2007
1875
580 (249)
May 2007
1669
622 (306)
1466
June 2007
1684
350 (147)
1789
July 2007
2330
359 (107)
1478
Aug 2007
2172
406 (102)
1620
Sept 2007
1560
325 (139)
1517
Oct 2007
1463
413 (213)
Nov 2007
279
131 (76)
Up to 26 Nov
07
*Note: Total staying include figure for locals, in brackets

Total Staying
600 (385)
339 (142)
313 (141)
252 (127)
336 (185)
-

Cont………

Contd. Answer to Question 598 of 2007

Answer to Question 597
Month

London Gatwick

London Luton

Madrid

Feb 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
Sept 2007
Oct 2007
Nov 2007
Up to 26 Nov 2007

5
7
3
2
6
6
6
4
6
0

4
5
3
2
7
3
0
0
0
1

1
2
2
1
0
0
0
0
0

374

Answer to Question 598
Madrid
Month
Feb
2007
Mar
2007
April
2007
May
2007
June
2007
July
2007
Aug
2007
Sept
2007
Oct
2007
Nov
2007
Up to
28 Nov
2007

London Gatwick

London Luton

Timetabled Cancelled Timetabled Cancelled Timetabled Cancelled
40

0

24

0

28

0

52

0

26

0

31

0

60

0

30

0

30

0

71

0

31

0

62

2

68

0

30

0

60

3

71

0

31

-

62

5

71

0

31

0

62

0

68

0

30

0

60

0

73

0

31

0

54

0

49

0

24

0

9

0
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ORAL

NO. 599 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – TERMINALS MANAGER
Can Government say whether the post of Terminals Manager which was advertised
in May has now been filled, how many persons applied for the vacant position and
the nationality of the successful applicant?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Eight persons applied for the vacant position that was advertised in May.
successful candidate is British.
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The

ORAL

NO. 600 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
By what date does the Government expect to have completed the works for the
sound insulation of the buildings at Europa Business Park presently housing the
OESCO Station?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 601 and 629 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 601 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Will Government now publish the report provided to it by the consultants contracted
by it in respect of the noise insulation of OESCO Power Station?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 600 and 629 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 602 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – SANDY BAY
Can Government say whether they have monitored and with what conclusions beach
erosion at Sandy Bay?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Government has not monitored the configuration of the beach at Sandy Bay. It
should be noted that beach profiles are subject to seasonal and annual variations.
The movement of sand is therefore something that is common and accretion or
depletion is dependent on many factors such as the frequency and intensity of
storms, their direction, and so forth.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 602 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Is it the policy of the Government to take some action to save Sandy Bay before the
whole beach disappears?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
It is implicit in my answer to the question that these changes have occurred in the
past and will no doubt occur again in the future. The changes in the situation at
Sandy Bay will be affected by the weather. If the Government decide at a future
point in time, which has not yet been reached, that further action needs to be taken
either to monitor the configuration or to do something about it, then we can deal with
that question. But at the moment there is no such intention of doing so.
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ORAL

NO. 603 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

LICENSING OF DIVING COMPANIES
Can Government explain why there is no licensing requirement for diving companies
that operate in Gibraltar waters?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

In accordance with the Port Operations (Registration and Licensing) Act 2005, any
industrial commercial operation or business activity undertaken in relation to ships,
which in the context of the said legislation includes boats, based, laid up or calling at
Gibraltar is required to be licensed.
Accordingly, any commercial company operating a craft in Gibraltar waters for the
purpose of diving should have a licence to operate. If not, the operation is not in
compliance with the law.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 603 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Does that apply to scuba-diving companies?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Will the hon Member define what he means by scuba-diving companies?
Commercial companies divers use scubas.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
But they do not come in to do work on boats. They come in to take tourists, they
come through the border, park a large van in Camp Bay, take the tourists into the
water, they swim around in different locations that exist in our coastline and then they
go back. That is the kind of activity to which we are referring. It is an activity we
have discussed before in this House.
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I think the hon Member is referring to sports diving as opposed to commercial diving.
The answer is that there are no legislative requirements for non-commercial diving to
be licensed.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can the Minister say whether it is the policy of the Government to introduce such
licensing in the future, given the problems which elements of the local industry are
going through at present because of this competition from across the border?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
No, it is not the policy of the Government.
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ORAL

NO. 604 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

PORT – CAPTAIN OF THE PORT
Can Government say whether and if so when the vacancy for Captain of the Port
(Designate) which was advertised in April 2006 was filled and who has been
selected for the post?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The vacancy for the Captain of the Port (Designate) was not filled. Despite extensive
interviews, both in Gibraltar and London, no suitable person was found. As a result,
the posts of Chief Executive and Captain of the Port were amalgamated and the
vacancy was filled by Captain C W Brand, the previous Maritime Administrator. He
took up the post on 22nd March 2007.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 604 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Was there not a previous Chief Executive of the Port Authority in post?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
There had been a previous Chief Executive but he was no longer in post when the
two posts were amalgamated.
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ORAL

NO. 605 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

PORT – SHIP VISITS
How many ships have called at Gibraltar since January 2007 inclusive on a monthly
basis for:
(a) bunkering;
(b) cargo;
(c) repairs,
and how many tonnes of bunker fuel were sold each month?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 606 and 607 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 606 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

PORT – BUNKERING LICENCES
Can Government say whether any new bunkering licences have been issued in 2007
to date and if so when and to whom?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 605 and 607 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 607 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

PORT – BUNKERING LICENCES
Are any new applications for a bunkering licence currently under consideration?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answer to Question 605 of 2007
The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule
that is being handed to him.

Answer to Questions 606 and 607 of 2007

No new bunkering licences have been issued in 2007 and no applications for new
licences are currently under consideration.
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ORAL

NO. 608 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS
Can Government state the number of new registrations of:
(a) private; and
(b) commercial,
road vehicles from January 2007 to October 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

From January 2007 to October 2007 a total of 1080 new vehicles were registered as
private and 155 new vehicles were registered as commercial.
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ORAL

NO. 609 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

GIBRALTAR BUS COMPANY LIMITED
Can Government state the number of paying passengers that were transported and
the value of fares collected from these passengers by the Gibraltar Bus Company
Limited in the months of February 2007 to October 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question No. 610 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 610 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

GIBRALTAR BUS COMPANY LIMITED
Can Government state the level of net current assets for the Gibraltar Bus Company
Limited as at 31st October 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The net current assets of the company are measured at the end of the financial
accounting year which is 31st March. As at 31st March 2007, the net current assets
were £175,274. The statistical information requested by the hon Member is
contained in the schedule which I now hand to him.
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Cont Answer to Question 610 of 2007

The net current assets of the Company are measured as at the end of its Financial
and Accounting Year which is the end of March. As at 31st March 2007 the net
current assets were £175,274.00.

Answer to Question 609 of 2007
Month
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007

Passenger Nos
129,548
149,965
141,275
158,076
159,717
175,707
203,491
156,988
170,882
1445,649
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Revenue
£ 54,874
£ 61,648
£ 59,064
£ 65,224
£ 66,443
£ 74,211
£ 87,810
£ 66,401
£ 70,953
£606,628

ORAL

NO. 611 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

ROADS – PELICAN CROSSING
Can Government state over how many days in October 2007 was the pelican
crossing at Glacis Road out of use?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The traffic lights at the pelican crossing at Glacis Road developed an intermittent
fault that was first detected on the 16 October. It was attended to and left
operational. On the 17 October a re-occurrence took place and again it was
attended and left operational.
On the 23 October once again the fault developed
and again it was attended and left operational. Finally the fault fully developed on the
26 October and the traffic lights remained out of service until a new cable was
installed from the traffic controller cubicle to the traffic light head. The pelican
crossing resumed normality on the 2 November.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 611 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
Can Government state why the fault was not properly identified on the 16th and
operations fully restored on that date, rather than ad-hoc repairs which simply
recurred?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I understand that the hon Member is a man of letters rather than a man of technical
expertise. If he were, he would know that an intermittent fault in any electronic
device is the most difficult fault to correct, because it comes and it goes. When one
tries to correct it, it does not always appear in the form that it needs correction. So,
the fact that it was not corrected is not a reflection of any bad practice on the part of
the people correcting it, but simply a reflection of the fact that they did not become
aware at that stage of the seriousness of the fault. This is common with electronic
fault finding.
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HON G H LICUDI:
In relation to the repairs carried out on 26 October, can Government state why it took
seven days a week to repair? Was the cable not readily available in Gibraltar to
repair such faults?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
No, I do not have that information at hand but I would imagine a number of factors
would have come into play, like possibly, the cable not being available. But I would
need notice of that question, if the hon Member is interested if he writes to me I will
provide him with a fuller answer.
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ORAL

NO. 612 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

ROADS – SAFETY OF PEDESTRIANS
Can Government explain why it has repeatedly ignored concerns over the safety of
pedestrians crossing Europa Road near the area of Rock Hotel?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Government has not ignored concerns over the safety of pedestrians crossing
Europa Road near the area of the Rock Hotel. The situation in that respect is as it
has always been. Government are not aware of any change that gives rise to
particular concern.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 612 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
The Minister says Government are not aware of any particular concern. Are the
Government aware that very recently there have been two serious accidents on that
spot and previously there was another major accident on that spot? Are the
Government not also aware that as a result of the most recent accident, there was an
interview carried out and broadcast by the manager of the Rock Hotel where he said
that there had been repeated concern expressed to the Government and
Government has, in fact, ignored those concerns?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, it is not possible to take remedial steps in every place in our roads where there
have been traffic accidents. One of those traffic accidents was due to the
misbehaviour of the driver of the car who was travelling at excessive speed. There
are many spots on our roads and there are many roads which are more prone to
incidents between pedestrians and vehicular traffic than others. The views of the
manager of the Rock Hotel is not what primarily inspires the Government to take
remedial action. But of course, if the manager of the Rock Hotel is particularly
concerned for the safety of his guests, the owners of the Rock Hotel should do what
the owners of the Casino did and that is to ask permission for a pedestrian fly-over
bridge to be built over the road so that their clients can……... What the hon Member
is saying is that it is quite unusual for there to be a hotel separated from its swimming
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pool by one of the busiest roads in the city. I agree that that is the case, but there
are other issues that have got to be put into the equation as to whether it is
appropriate to build traffic islands, zebra crossings or other traffic calming measures
at that position. There are other mechanisms open to the Rock Hotel if that is what
they think is a particular problem, which of course has not changed in many decades.
But certainly, the Government do not accept the premise implicit in the hon Member’s
question that we have ignored concerns. The statement by the manager of the Rock
Hotel is not a concern of the Government, it is a concern of his which he has the
means to remedy if he wants to.

HON G H LICUDI:
The Chief Minister gives the impression that this is a private matter and the
responsibility of a private concern. Does he not accept that we are talking about
safety on public highways for which the Government is primarily responsible? Does
he not also accept that at that particular juncture there is no safe crossing point and it
is not only a question of residents of Rock Hotel, there are residential areas to which
access is necessary from one side of the road to the other and there is simply no
safe crossing point. The Government cannot simply wash their hands and put it in
the hands of a private concern. It is the Government’s responsibility.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The Government do not wash their hands any more than previous Governments
have washed their hands in respect of a factual set of circumstances that has not
varied one iota since Europa Road was constructed and the Rock Hotel was built by
it. It is the same danger to pedestrians, the same washing of hands as, presumably,
he is accusing his own party of incurring in when it was in Government and chose not
to do anything about it during eight years. Look, on the basis of his last
supplementary, what he is recommending to the Government is that we build
measures at every point on the public highway where pedestrians want to cross.
Yes, because he has referred to residential areas. There is no pavement on the
Rock Hotel side of the road. The only place where pedestrians could go to would be
up to the Rock Hotel foyer area. That is not a safe way to get people to Gardiner’s
Road, if that is the residential area that he was referring to, or anywhere else.
Therefore, this is not a new issue. I understand that Gardiner’s Road was completed
on their watch, no, probably completed before that, no Government builds particular
measures unless there is a persistent incidence of traffic accidents. As we, for
example, did but not them when they were in Government at the black spot in Devil’s
Tower Road and we took measures to create more visibility around the bend,
because that was called the black spot for a reason. I have not yet heard that the
area that the hon Member’s questions referred to have yet been dubbed the black
spot. Notwithstanding that they did not take any action even about something that
was called the black spot. Therefore, regrettable as two traffic incidents are, there
are roads on which there are many more than two traffic incidents. The fact that
there are traffic incidents involving pedestrians, and there are roads where there
have been more than two in the last five years. The hon Member has not asked
about that, perhaps because the manager of a nearby hotel did not write a letter in
the Chronicle alerting him to the concern. But the reality of it is that there is a risk in
pedestrianism coupled with motor vehicles, and excessive risks have got to be
mitigated. Normal risks are normally accepted by society as the normal price of
leading a day to day life. This has not yet, in the Government’s judgement, passed
from one category to the other. Should it pass from one category into the other, the
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Government’s view may be different. But for the time being, the Government are not
convinced that it is in the category of black spot.

HON G H LICUDI:
Is the Chief Minister saying that it is the policy of the Government only to introduce
safe measures on our streets when it becomes a notorious black spot, and until then,
until many, many accidents happen the Government will simply turn a blind eye and
ignore the concerns?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Government are not saying that at all. The Government are saying that they
take exceptional measures only when they identify that there are exceptional risks,
and they do not take exceptional measures to respond to unexceptional risk. That is
what the Government are saying.

HON G H LICUDI:
Are the Government saying that simply placing a pelican crossing is an exceptional
measure?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Government have said what they have said. Placing a pedestrian crossing,
which is an interruption to traffic flow, about which the hon Members are always
complaining. Zebra crossings, pelican crossings are an interruption to the free flow
of vehicular traffic, to be installed only in places where either, by the exceptionalness
of the dangers faced by pedestrians or by the volume of pedestrians crossing, there
is a justification for a pelican crossing. That is the Government’s position. But we
look forward in the unlikely event that the hon Member should ever find himself on
the Government side, we shall obviously find all Gibraltar’s streets painted zebra like,
red and black, along their whole length.

HON F R PICARDO:
It is not so unlikely now that there are only 300 votes between us.
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ORAL

NO. 613 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

ROADS – TRAFFIC GRIDLOCK
Can Government state what steps it proposes to take to prevent during the summer
months next year the gridlock on our roads which motorists have experienced this
summer particularly in the northern part of Gibraltar?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Measures are taken and will continue to be taken by the Royal Gibraltar Police Traffic
Department on an ad-hoc basis, with the implementation of the third lane along
Winston Churchill Avenue and redirecting traffic along Devil’s Tower Road as and
when necessary. There are no effective short-term alternatives. In the medium to
long term, the building of the airfield tunnel, the doubling up of Devil’s Tower Road
and the building of car parks, especially the park and ride facility, will address the
impact on traffic circulation in Gibraltar of excessive numbers of motor cars on our
roads.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 613 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
The measures that the Minister has described are simply the same measures that
were taken this last summer and which simply did not redress the problem. What the
Minister appears to recognise is that the Government have no foresight whatsoever,
have no ideas as to how to remedy the problem and recognise that they have failed
miserably the motorist on the road.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, what the Government recognise is that unlike the Opposition Members our
manifesto is full of ideas and measures to remedy the problem in a sensible, rational,
feasible way whereas theirs was devoid of any measure. Perhaps because they did
not think they would be elected and therefore did not think they would need to be in a
position of having to resolve the problem quite rightly. But what the Government
certainly accept, because we are sensible, rational people, unlike apparently the
sentiment underlying the hon Member’s supplementary, is that certain things are
simply not fixable by Governments. The hon Member seems to think that
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Government can wave a magic wand and make traffic disappear. Well, I have no
shame in admitting that there are certain things that the Government cannot fix, and
excessive traffic on our roads is one of them, unless we can persuade people to use
their cars less. That is why this Government, unlike the previous Government, spend
a considerable amount of money improving our public transport. See, the hon
Members were not concerned about these issues when they were in Government,
which makes their complaints now, apart from sounding irrational as articulated, also
slightly hypocritical politically. So, yes, short of prohibiting either residents or visitors
from using their cars in Gibraltar, there is no way that the Government can act. That
is an obvious statement of fact, the hon Member may think that that is a criticism of
the Government, we do not interpret it as a criticism of the Government, the solution
will come when we have proper park and ride facilities of the sort which are in our
manifesto but not in his. In the meantime, if he wants to go around telling people that
the Government are therefore short of ideas and in dereliction of their duties, I look
forward to hear him say so.

HON G H LICUDI:
I have only been in this House for two days and already it has become tiresome to
hear the same response to almost every single question about what the GSLP did 11
years ago. It is almost as if the last 11 years had not happened and this Government
has not woken up to that reality yet. But in relation to the Chief Minister’s reference
to not having a magic wand, does he not accept that it is not a question of having a
magic wand and making problems disappear? But it is a question of political and
public responsibility, it is a question of accountability, it is a question of ideas and it is
a question of foresight. Does the Chief Minister not accept that the increase, or has
he not said that the increase on traffic this year has resulted from improved traffic
flow at the frontier? Does he not accept that that matter, relating to improved traffic
flow at the frontier, was the subject of considerable discussions over many, many
months which led to certain agreements and would not have been concluded had
traffic flow not been a priority in the agenda? Do the Government, therefore, not
accept that for many, many months they knew that this problem was going to occur
and they did absolutely nothing about it?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Government do not accept any of that and nor do most rational right-minded
thinking people in Gibraltar. If the hon Member is saying that in order to avoid what
he regards as the traffic situation the Government should not have done the Cordoba
Agreements to improve fluidity at the frontier, then the GSLP will become even more
tainted with the electoral liability of maintaining views in relation to the Cordoba
Agreements and they already suffered last time. The Government do not agree with
that. Nor do the Government think it is a question of accountability or transparency.
The Government believe it is a question of integrity. The Government believe it is a
question of politicians being honest with the electorate about the things that they can
fix and the things that they cannot, and that applies as much to Opposition as it does
to Government. It is simply not honest with people to stand up in this House and
pretend that Governments are responsible for things or responsible for solutions for
which they are not possible to deliver, to the extent that they are, we are dealing with
it, they are in our manifesto and not in theirs. However, let me go back to the very
first part of his repetitive supplementary. He is not the only one that has grown tired
of the questions and the answers in this House. We, and I suspect everybody who
listens to this House on the radio on every occasion that they happen, are also
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tiresome. But the reason for that is not that we give the same answers, we give the
same answers because for five years we have been asked the same questions at
every meeting of the House.

MR SPEAKER:
Order, order.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I am on my feet………

HON F R PICARDO:
I am making a point of order.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
A device for interrupting, everything is a point of order.

MR SPEAKER:
What is the point of order?

HON F R PICARDO:
The Chief Minister is misleading the public by saying what he has just said, because
there are many questions asked in this House which are different every time this
House sits. Mr Speaker, it is a matter for the Chair to ensure that the same question
is never asked twice. Therefore, the Chief Minister should take that criticism back
because it is not true and people listening will be misled.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
People will not be misled, people know because it is a matter of now notoriety in the
streets, that they have a template for a question and all they change is the date. Last
time it was up to February, now it is up to November and next Question Time it will
be up to March. Everybody listening to these proceedings of the House know that
the hon Members like to boast before a meeting of the House, that they have asked
566 questions. What they do not tell the public is that very often 12 of those are
January, February, March, April, May, June, July, December, in respect of exactly the
same statistical information. So I agree with the new hon Member in the House, I
would hope that the arrival of himself and the other Members of the Opposition, will
introduce some new ideas about questions. The Government look forward to being
subjected to a different and more penetrative style of holding to account that we have
had. But the reality of it is that if I get up to answer his supplementaries in the same
way, it is because he has asked the same supplementary three times. What I am not
going to do is change my answer just because he asks the question three times by
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way of three different supplementaries. I cannot change the answer because he
reposes the question.

MR SPEAKER:
If I may rule on the Hon Mr Picardo’s point, the Chair does have certain discretion
over questions asked but the Chair cannot refuse questions being repeated, as long
as they were not repeated in the last six months. So there is a certain limitation on
repetition. On the question of, it is not correct either to say that the same questions
are being asked all the time, it is correct to say that certain questions do crop up
frequently.
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ORAL

NO. 614 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

ROADS – TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS FOR LORRIES
Can Government explain the dangerous practice of lorries travelling southwards
along Europa Road being escorted on the wrong side of the road?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The Government does not consider dangerous the practice of lorries travelling
southward along the northbound lane of Europa Road as these operations are strictly
conducted by the Royal Gibraltar Police who provide the necessary escorts and
impose the appropriate controls on other traffic concurrently in the area.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 614 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
Do the Government consider it normal practice for lorries to have to be escorted on
the wrong side of the road?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
No, Sir.

HON G H LICUDI:
So if the Government do not consider it normal practice, why do the Government
permit it and what are the Government doing about it?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Government are doing what they have said they are doing, by providing controls by
the police which are obviously adequate because there have never been any
accidents involving any people travelling in the wrong direction. The need for
vehicles to travel on the wrong side of the road, as the hon Member puts it, is that
access of heavy plant and vehicles to the south district is very constrained, due to the
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size and weight restrictions present on the route to the south district. Europa Road
has a 10 ton weight limit and in order for contractors to be able to service
construction projects in the south district, weight exemptions need to be granted to
certain vehicles and plant to reach the south district. In order to avoid loading the
retaining walls along Europa Road directly, the vehicles travel on the northbound
lane against the flow of traffic.

HON S E LINARES:
Is the Minister aware that in front of St Joseph’s School, both First School and Middle
School, lorries are escorted the wrong way, and not only are they escorted the wrong
way they are escorted the wrong way during quarter past three when children come
out of school and are running around all over the place, and there have been a
number of incidents in that place where parents, grandparents have actually
confronted the police force and the police force’s answer has been that there is a
cement lorry and the cement dries. So they have the concern of the cement over
and above the children.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I think that is an outrageous statement for which the hon Member will have to make
himself responsible. The statement that the Royal Gibraltar Police puts the cement
lorries higher in their list of priorities than the safety of children, that the point is an
outrageous statement for the hon Member to make, which he will have to explain
publicly as others may require. Let me say to the hon Member that we have had
reports of an incident of the nature that he has cause, and the reason we are told that
it happened during school hours and coincided exactly was because the hon Member
caused the delay to the operation by challenging the police. Yes, the hon Member
may laugh but that is the written report that I have of the Royal Gibraltar Police about
the incident, because when he last raised it in the House, the Royal Gibraltar Police
wanted to answer him publicly. Whether I will be able to dissuade them from
answering him publicly again, given the nature of the ridiculous statement that he has
just made in the House today, I cannot promise him.

HON S E LINARES:
First and foremost, I was not present at the incident that I have just mentioned. In
the incident that I was present, it was in representation of many grandparents and
parents who were waiting outside, who asked me to do something about it as a
Member of the Opposition. My duty was to inform the police officer in the spot to say
to him, “look this is dangerous you had better do something about it”. They had had
instructions, yes instructions……… How do I know?

MR SPEAKER:
Order, order, may I just remind Members, the hon Member on his feet should be
asking a question not answering questions.
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HON S E LINARES:
I am not answering, but the Chief Minister has made a statement as well in
answering what I asked him.

MR SPEAKER:
But still, this should culminate in a question not a statement.

HON S E LINARES:
Absolutely, there will be a question.

MR SPEAKER:
Soon I hope.

HON S E LINARES:
As soon as I can. It is just that I try to explain because there have been some
allegations from the Chief Minister mentioning me as being the person who caused
the whole issue. I am saying to the Minister, can he guarantee that this will not
happen again at least just before and after children come out of school? Can the
Minister guarantee, because he is the one responsible for these situations?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Minister or the Government cannot guarantee anything of the sort. We can
guarantee that we have every confidence in the professionalism and skill in the Royal
Gibraltar Police, not to permit, let alone facilitate, anything which represents a real
danger to any pedestrian on our streets, let alone our schoolchildren as they leave
from school. We have every confidence in the judgement and discretion of the RGP
which is the public authority who is possessed of that judgement and discretion under
our laws. That is what he can promise. What I can also say to the hon Member is
that the police’s job would be made much easier if he did not interfere in the exercise
of their duties.
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ORAL

NO. 615 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

ROADS – WEIGHT OF LORRIES
Can Government state what steps are routinely taken to check the laden weights of
lorries coming into Gibraltar?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The laden weight of vehicles coming into Gibraltar is determined by roadside checks
that are carried out by the Royal Gibraltar Police Force. In these checks, the
vehicle’s National Type Approval Certificate is requested together with the vehicle’s
cargo manifest. These documents determine the vehicle’s cargo weight and any
other technical data that may be required by the police officer.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 615 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
The question relates to laden weight, clearly how much a particular lorry weighs
cannot be determined in a particular day from the vehicle’s documents?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I think the hon Member did not listen to my answer. It is determined by the details on
the National Type Approval Certificate together with the vehicle’s cargo manifest.
The vehicle’s cargo manifest, in turn, provides information of what is loaded on the
vehicle and this provides the laden weight.

HON G H LICUDI:
So is the Minister saying that the Government simply rely on information supplied by
the lorry driver himself and without any checks being carried out?
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I have just explained what the check is and the Government rely on the same checks
as are carried out everywhere else in the world, yes. On the documentation not
provided by the lorry driver, but on the official documentation, carried by the vehicle
certifying what is in the vehicle, yes.

HON G H LICUDI:
Can the Government state what steps are then taken when the weight of the lorries
exceeds the weight of the roads over which that lorry is projected to pass?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Yes indeed. Offenders are summonsed to court and the hon Member may be
interested to know how effective the measure is, if I tell him that during 2007 31
lorries were reported for exceeding the weight limits, and 29 out of the 31 lorries did
not have weight limit exemption certificates. So, 22 companies were reported for
permitting the use of the overweight vehicles. So obviously the RGP are on the ball
and are doing their duty and these checks are being effective.

HON G H LICUDI:
In relation to the exemption certificates the Minister has mentioned, are these given
on a case by case basis or they are generally produced to a particular transporter?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Case by case basis.
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ORAL

NO. 616 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

TRANSPORT LANE
Can Government explain why Transport Lane has been allowed to deteriorate into
the state of disrepair it is currently in?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The Government do not agree that Transport Lane has been allowed to deteriorate
into a state of disrepair.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 616 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
I was not making a statement of opinion but a statement of fact. It is a fact that
Transport Lane is in a state of disrepair, it is uneven, it is being used by many lorries,
it is not in the same condition that it was before all the buildings in that district were
xxxxx. Why do Government not accept the obvious?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
The Government do not agree that Transport Lane has been allowed to deteriorate
into the state described by the hon Member. I would challenge the hon Member to
go and photograph Transport Lane and provide me with photographs of Transport
Lane in the state which he is describing.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, perhaps the hon Member would like to explain to us where he thinks Transport
Lane is?

HON G H LICUDI:
By New Mole House.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, that explains his answer.

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I am afraid that the hon Member has the wrong lane.

HON G H LICUDI:
I may have made a mistake and I recognise that, does the Minister not know the road
that I am referring to, Transport Road?
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ORAL

NO. 617 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

SMITH DORRIEN BRIDGE
Can Government state the total cost of the works to Smith Dorrien Bridge which were
completed earlier this year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The total cost of the works to the bridge has amounted to £465,727.02.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 617 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
Can Government state to what extent that was within the original budget?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not think it is within, I cannot tell him about the extent but I think I can confirm to
him that it was not within the original budget because this became, as I explained in
this House before he arrived in it, that in effect this became a job of rebuilding the
bridge one bridge plate at a time, because when they removed the road surface to do
the job that was originally programmed to be done, they discovered that the
deterioration in part of the bridge structures was much worse than they had feared.
What was actually done was that the bridge was rebuilt. The span was rebuilt one
plate at a time, one side of the bridge, as the hon Member may recall that one side of
the road was closed and then the other. That was as the bridge was rebuilt. So, it
was a substantially more expensive job than the original budget but the extent by
which it was so I cannot tell him. But it was certainly not within the original estimate
or the original budget for it.

HON G H LICUDI:
The problem of the issue the Chief Minister has raised about rebuilding the bridge,
was that not known when the tender was awarded?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not know whether the extent of the job was discovered before the tender was
awarded as opposed to the original estimate. I think it was not, from memory, but I
would ask him please not to hold me to that, it was not. I think it was discovered as
the original contract unfolded and the degree of corrosion of the, I do not want to
stray too far into technical areas that I may get wrong, but the extent of the corrosion
to the bolts that keep all these plates together was much greater than had occurred
in the same period of time in the previous maintenance examination. The
Government were asked whether they would deal with that and of course we agreed.
So, from memory, I think it was not known at the time of the original tender and the
extra works were done by way of extension to the original tender. But if I am wrong
on that I will come back to him.
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ORAL

NO. 618 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

DUDLEY WARD TUNNEL
Can Government state the estimated cost of the works for the realignment and
concreted protection of the approach road to Dudley Ward Tunnel?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 619 and 620 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 619 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

DUDLEY WARD TUNNEL
Can Government state how many invitations to tender it has issued for the
realignment and concreted protection of the approach road to Dudley Ward Tunnel?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 618 and 620 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 620 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

DUDLEY WARD TUNNEL
Can Government state how many requests to participate were received for the tender
for the realignment and concreted protection of the approach road to Dudley Ward
Tunnel?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answer to Questions 618, 619 and 620 of 2007
A total of five expressions of interest were received for the tender for the realignment
and concreted protection of the approach road to Dudley Ward Tunnel. At present
these are being assessed with the intention of drawing up a shortlist of contractors
who will be invited to tender for the works. At this stage of the tender process it is
inappropriate and commercially unwise for the estimated cost of the project to be
made public.
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ORAL

NO. 621 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ROADS – RESURFACING
Can Government state the areas of Gibraltar’s public highways that were resurfaced
during the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The following areas have been resurfaced during the period January 2007 to
November 2007:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Sandpits Road;
Castle Road from Moorish Castle Arch to car park;
Lower Castle Road;
Tarik Road;
Moorish Castle Car Park;
New link road from Willis’s Road to Tarik Road.

Major patchwork repairs and reinstatements have also been undertaken along
Europa Road, Spur Battery Road and Moorish Castle Estate trenches.
In addition, Fish Market Road has been completed as part of the Orange Bastion
project. This will shortly be followed by the completion of the works at Market Place.
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ORAL

NO. 622 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

CEMETERY
Can Government state when will the works at the cemetery be completed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

It is not clear to which works the question relates but I would advise the hon Member
that maintenance works is an on-going process on a daily basis as needs arise.
However, if the hon Member is referring to the paving works these have now been
completed. Elements of the beautification works have also been completed and final
completion will be before the end of this financial year, that is, March 2008.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 622 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Can the Minister state what is meant by final completion because he says the works
are maintenance? What final works will be finished by the end of this year?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Yes, I am advised that all that is left to do is some tree planting and some planting of
plants and replacing of some street furniture like benches.
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ORAL

NO. 623 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

CREMATORIUM
Can Government state when the crematorium will be completed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The crematorium is scheduled for completion during the month of April 2008.
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ORAL

NO. 624 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

INCINERATOR
Can Government state by when will the new incinerator be operational and whether it
will produce water and electricity as the old one did?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

It is presently envisaged that the Energy-from-Waste plant will come into operation in
late 2010. It is very much the Government’s intention, and indeed it is compulsory for
such plants, for there to be some means of energy recovery. This can be achieved
by any one of different methods with water and electricity production being two such
possibilities. The new plant will definitely be producing water and consideration
continues to be given to the possibility of it also producing electricity.
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ORAL

NO. 625 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT
Can Government say at what stage they are in relation to their consideration of the
consultant’s report in respect of the Sewage Treatment Plant?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Government has now concluded its consideration of the consultant’s report and
efforts are now being directed towards the preparation of the necessary technical
specifications and employer’s requirements for the project.
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ORAL

NO. 626 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

RECYCLING FACILITIES
By what date does the Government expect to have set up recycling facilities and
what, exactly, will those facilities entail?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

The question appears to assume that Gibraltar has no recycling facilities. However,
arrangements have already been put in place by Government for recycling some of
Gibraltar’s waste.
Currently at the facilities at Europa Advance Road, mattresses, tyres, refrigerators,
batteries, air conditioning units, bulky items et cetera are segregated and sent to the
relevant recycling streams abroad. Domestic household waste is segregated at Los
Barrios where different fractions are sent for recycling such as glass, tins, paper,
plastics and the organic component. Bins will be provided for the local segregation of
glass and tins. An Environmental Park will be created to further segregate other
waste streams.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 626 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
In answer to Question No. 484 of 2006, where I asked about what was going to be
the Steelmac contract, the Minister for the Environment then said that tender
documents for the recycling of certain items of waste are now ready. They are
currently being audited internally and we expect to be in a position to invite tenders
within the next few months. What progress has been made in that respect?

HON J J NETTO:
From my recollection at the time, the tender bid went out but this was overtaken by
the fact that we had renegotiations of the Master Services contract, general contract,
which in any case they had been awarded the tender. Where I left it, if I remember
rightly, was that the order for the vehicle for the collection of both glass and
aluminium cans had already been placed. I think that the service is envisaged or
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was envisaged to start operation in January or February of 2008. That is as far as I
can recollect now from memory.

HON F R PICARDO:
I am very grateful to the Minister for assisting the House in that way but,
unfortunately, I fear that his answer is as clear as mud. Is it that the tender went out
and was awarded to Master Services? Did I discern that from what he told me?

HON J J NETTO:
Yes, correct.

HON F R PICARDO:
That tender then became subsumed in the negotiations with Master Services as
well?

HON J J NETTO:
Correct.

HON F R PICARDO:
So, can he give us a flavour of what the contract with Master Services now entails in
respect of this aspect?

HON J J NETTO:
The hon Member would have to give me notice of that, I cannot recollect all the
details for that.

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I would suggest the hon Member writes to me asking me for the information that he
wants and then I will reply.

HON F R PICARDO:
To the extent that the Minister has told the House that the service commences in
January or February 2008, my question has been answered, I am grateful for that
part of his answer.
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ORAL

NO. 627 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

CAGED RUBBISH COLLECTION POINTS
Why has the Government not installed cages over rubbish collection points in parts of
Gibraltar where the apes continue to be attracted to household rubbish, such as the
area of Catalan Bay?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Works have been carried out in areas where the problems with apes were attributed
to the refuse holding facilities. A new enclosed facility will shortly be available at
Catalan Bay. Once the works to it are completed the bins will then be removed from
the current position in the open.
A refuse holding facility at Tankerville has been commissioned and is currently at the
design stage. Construction of an enclosed refuse cubicle is to commence shortly at
Castle Road. This will replace the current area which has outgrown its use.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 627 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
This is an issue where the Minister would be right to say that we have been asking
repeated questions on the same subject, because it has taken questions in this
House to get the Ministers to act. In fact, when they did act in the area of Calpe it
worked very well, the facility kept the apes away from the household rubbish and the
apes are no longer in the area in the numbers that they were. It is response to the
problem that resolves the issue that concerns people. Why has it taken them so long
to do it in an area, for example, like Catalan Bay where the problem has been
endemic for the past number of years?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I need notice of that question.
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HON F R PICARDO:
The Minister does not need notice of a question that says why has it taken so long for
what he has told us in the answer that he has given the House is happening now,
why has it taken so long for that to happen? How can the Minister suggest he needs
notice of that question?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
That is his answer. This fourth GSD Government have only been in office since the
date of the last Election. In respect of the events before that, the electorate have
decided to forgive us.

HON F R PICARDO:
Is the Chief Minister saying seriously to this Parliament that his slate is wiped clean
on 11 October in relation to everything that his Government undertook?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, what I am saying to the hon Member is that despite our many failures before that
date, the electorate still preferred us to continue in Government rather than them.

HON F R PICARDO:
In that case, the fact that they won Government by 300 votes this time should be a
salutary issue for them to reflect on. But on this specific issue, which affects the daily
lives of people in Catalan Bay and in other areas, why have they failed to take these
steps before? It was not meant to be a point on which we would debate the General
Election result, this is an issue about rubbish collection, apes and cages to stop them
from accessing household rubbish. Why has it taken this long to do it?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
If the hon Member is asking us why it has taken us longer to do it in Catalan Bay than
in Calpe Road, perhaps it is because given that he lives in Calpe Road he pressed
us about Calpe Road in preference to pressing us about Catalan Bay.

HON F R PICARDO:
That is not just unfair it is totally spurious because the Chief Minister will know that I
have been pressing him in the previous Question Times in this House to do what
they did in Calpe Road in all other areas in Gibraltar. Before they did it in Calpe
Road, which was the first area to suffer this, which was the reason why they were
pressed on it, it took them two years of investigating and planning a structure which
was very obviously the one I proposed originally. Why are they not doing it
everywhere, or is it that they are just a Government for Calpe Road and not the
whole of Gibraltar?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, we are not a Government just for Calpe Road as the Election results clearly
demonstrate. The point that I am making, which has nothing to do with apes and
rubbish bins and cages, is that we will not subject to cross-examination by the hon
Member about issues that occurred before the date of the General Election. He is of
course free to ask us why we have not done it in the eight or twelve weeks since the
Election, and he is free to ask us whether we intend to do it during this term of office
and how long we intend to take doing it, indeed if we decide to do it. All those are
legitimate questions, but as a matter of principle, the Government will not subject
examination by the hon Member about pre-Election facts and periods because that is
what Elections do in a democracy. They renew the mandate of the Government and
they draw a line under arguments of the Opposition up to that date, because the
electorate have expressed their judgement on those political arguments. That is all I
am saying. Now if he wants my views about apes and Catalan Bay, I entirely agree
with him that there is a problem, not just in Catalan Bay, but indeed in the area
behind the Laguna Estate where people also come to see me to say to me that they
are prisoners in their homes because they have got to keep the windows closed
otherwise they find apes eating the food from the kitchen table. There is a problem
with ape management, in terms of preventing them from wandering into town.
Different people have different views as to the causes but the results and the effects
are indisputable, and that is to say that there is a need to deconflict apes from men
and women and that the Government intend to continue to do that. It seems to me
that preventing or finding ways of preventing these central bin store areas from
attracting apes is a useful contributor to that. It may not succeed entirely because, of
course, there are other sources of interest to the apes in urban areas other than just
the open bins. But I agree with the hon Member, as I seem to recall doing when he
last raised it in the previous Parliament that it was an obvious starting point. So, that
gives him an indication of the view that the Government will take going forward and
he can take me back up to Election day. But as a matter of principle, I will not let him
take me back before the Election date on this or any other issue.

HON F R PICARDO:
In that case I am especially grateful to the different and much more positive attitude
to this Parliament that the Hon Mr Netto has taken a moment ago, when he has
taken us back to things that happened before this Parliament. Given that this Chief
Minister is telling the public that he is only answerable for what he has done in the
past seven weeks and not what he has done in the past eleven years, so be it. Will
he take it from me that the question of restricting ape access to rubbish works very
well, and certainly in some areas has managed to do away with the problem
altogether.
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ORAL

NO. 628 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Why has the Government allowed OESCO 6 months between it being required to
submit written reports on the reviews it has been required to carry out in the
determination of OESCO’s application for a permit under the Pollution Prevention &
Control Act 2001, and related Regulations?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 630 to 632, 637 and 640 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 629 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Has OESCO now submitted proposals, including time-scales, to the
Government/Environmental Agency for the installation of the noise mitigation
improvements outlined in Section 9.7 Volume 2 of the Application by OESCO for a
permit under the Pollution Prevention and Control Act 2001 and related regulations,
which improvements are required to include, but not be limited to:
(a) Replacement of the existing corrugated roof and ridge vents with a new roof
and acoustic louver system; and
(b) Provision of a sealable door for the south access entrance, and
accompanying attenuated ventilation system to allow this door to remain
closed; and
(c) All glazed areas are to be sealed with panes of minimum thickness 6mm, and
all penetrations sealed and made good, where practicable,
and containing dates for the implementation of individual measures?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answer to Question 601 of 2007
The report in respect of the noise insulation of the OESCO power station is available
to anyone requesting the information from the Ministry or from the Department of the
Environment by letter, by email or by telephone.

Answer to Question 629 of 2007
The works outlined in Question 600 and 629 are the responsibility of the Government
and are the subject of a tender already issued by Government.

Answer to Question 600 of 2007
The tender was issued on the 5th November 2007 and will be closing on 7th
December 2007.
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The works are envisaged to start early next year and programmed to take about 40
weeks.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 600, 601 AND 629 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
Since when has the report of the consultants referred to by the Minister in reply to
Question No. 601 been available to the public on the basis that the Minister has set
out?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
My understanding is that under the access to environmental information, such
enquiries are answered by the department.

HON F R PICARDO:
In that case, why has the previous Minister for the Environment and the Chief
Minister told the House that they would not make the report available to the public?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
All I can tell the hon Member is that information is available if he asks for it.

HON F R PICARDO:
I recognise that the Minister has only just now taken responsibility for this
department, but he is responsible for the answers given previously by previous
Ministers and by the Chief Minister who is the leader of the Government with which
he sits in this House. What has changed the Government’s attitude to the disclosure
of this report?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
First of all the Minister is not responsible for answers given in this House by any
other Minister or his predecessor. Secondly, it is not a matter of change of attitude; it
may be a matter of change of circumstances, and that is the fact that the matter has
now gone out to tender and that the matter has now been acted on by the
Government. The report has therefore been accepted and it is no longer a report
that the Government feel any need to keep confidential.

HON F R PICARDO:
Is the Chief Minister telling us that the attitude of this Minister for the Environment on
all issues can be dramatically different to the one of the previous Minister for the
Environment and that they will accept no responsibility for those changes?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Nothing in my answer entitles the hon Member to deduce that there is going to be a
great change of attitude or any change of attitude between this and the previous
Minister for the Environment. Even if there were in this case, which is not
established, he should not read into that anything on more general application. I
believe that the previous Minister for the Environment was very open, perhaps the
most open ever Minister for the Environment that we have had in Gibraltar, certainly
more open than any of his predecessors. Therefore, if the present one succeeds in
improving even on the performance of his immediate predecessor, he will be doing
very well indeed.

HON F R PICARDO:
Is that an implicit criticism of all previous Ministers for the Environment of the GSD
before Mr Netto?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, including all those Ministers with responsibility for the environment which may
not have existed as a separate Government department in the Governments
previous to the GSD as well, when the environment was not quite as important to
them as it is today.

HON F R PICARDO:
That is a criticism, Mr Speaker, even of his own
Environment. That is clear.

previous Ministers for the

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes indeed, there is no criticism, unlike the GSLP we do think that we are capable of
improving, and our performance in 1996 does not condition our behaviour for the
next 26 years, which we all know of course, to be one of the prime characteristics of
the GSLP as a political party. They are incapable of admitting errors, they are
incapable of showing flexibility and open mindedness and they regard a change of
position as a sign of political weakness. That those are not afflictions which affect
the Government and we strive constantly to improve the openness and transparency
and effectiveness of Government year after year. So what the hon Member intends
as a criticism I would take as a compliment.

HON F R PICARDO:
If the Chief Minister generally believes that people in the GSLP do not change, would
he care to look to his right?

MR SPEAKER:
Next question.
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ORAL

NO. 630 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Is Government/Environmental Agency aware if OESCO has carried out a detailed
feasibility study into the provision of two 30-40 meter stacks as outlined in option 3 of
Section 11.2 Volume 2 of the application by OESCO for a permit under the Pollution
Prevention and Control Act 2001 and related regulations, which study is required to
include a timetable for the construction and completion of the stacks?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 628, 631, 632, 637 and 640 of 2007.

426

ORAL

NO. 631 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

ENVIRONMENT – NITROGEN DIOXIDE LEVELS
Is Government/Environmental Agency already undertaking the further monitoring
required pursuant to the recommendations of UK expert air quality advisers, which
Government informed the ESG it had to carry out after the ESG was consulted by the
Government on the ESG’s concerns (communicated by letter of 12th May 2006) about
allegedly illegal levels of Nitrogen Dioxide within the South District area close to
Jumpers and Schomberg?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 628, 630, 632, 637, and 640 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 632 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

ENVIRONMENT – NITROGEN DIOXIDE LEVELS
Can Government identify who are the UK expert air quality advisers it consulted in
relation to the ESG’s concerns about the allegedly illegal levels of Nitrogen Dioxide
within the South District area close to Jumpers and Schomberg?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 628, 630, 631, 637 and 640 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 633 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Has OESCO now submitted a written procedure to the Government/Environmental
Agency detailing the measures to be used so that monitoring equipment, personnel
and organisations employed for the emissions monitoring programme shall have
either MCERTS certification or accreditation?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 634 to 636, 638, 639 and 641 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 634 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Is Government satisfied that OESCO has carried out a review of the design, method
of construction and integrity of all bunds surrounding above ground tanks of the
installation operated by that Operator?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 633, 635, 636, 638, 639 and 641 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 635 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Has OESCO now submitted a noise management plan to the
Government/Environmental Agency, detailing the measures to be used to control
emissions of noise and shall be accordance with Appendix 4 (noise management
plan) of Horizontal Guidance Note H3 (Horizontal Noise Guidance) Part 2), which
plan shall be implemented by the operator from the date of approval in writing by the
Agency?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 633, 634, 636 to 638, 639 and 641 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 636 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Is Government satisfied that OESCO has carried out a review of the integrity of all
storage tanks and site surfacing against the requirements of Section 2.2.9 of the
Sector Guidance Note IPPC S1.01 Combustion Sector Technical Guidance Note,
version 2.03 July 05, carried out by a qualified structural engineer?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 633 to 635 and 638, 639 and 641 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 637 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Has Government/Environmental Agency now received from OESCO a fugitive
emission management plan detailing the measures to be used to control fugitive
emissions to air in accordance with Section 2.2.8 of Sector Guidance Note IPPC
S.1.01 Combustion Sector Technical Guidance Note, version 2.03 July 05?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 628, 630 to 632 and 640 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 638 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Has OESCO now submitted a revised Accident Management Plan to the
Government/Environmental Agency for approval, identifying the hazards, provide an
assessment of the risks and identify the techniques necessary to reduce the risks in
accordance with the indicative requirements of Section 2.8 of the Sector Guidance
Note IPPC S1.01 Combustion Sector Technical Guidance Note, version 2.03 July
05?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 633 to 636, 639 and 641 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 639 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Is Government/Environmental Agency aware if OESCO has now developed and
implemented a formal Environmental Management System (EMS) as described in
Section 2.3 of the Sector Guidance Note IPPC S1.01 Combustion Sector Technical
Guidance Note, version 2.03 July 05, at the installation, having regard to the
requirements of ISO14001 or equivalent recognised standards?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 633 to 636, 638 and 641 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 640 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Has OESCO now submitted a written plan to the Government/Environmental Agency
for approval that sets out the monitoring of emissions to be undertaken from Al-A11
(stacks A1 and A2), which plan is required to be in accordance with the requirements
of Section 2.10.1 of the Sector Guidance Note IPPC S.01 Combustion Sector
Technical Guidance Note, version 2.03 July 05 and Technical Guidance Note M2
(Monitoring of stack emissions to air) in order to fulfil the air emissions monitoring
requirements set out in section 3.6 of the permit?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answer to Questions 628 and 630 of 2007
OESCO submitted several different proposals for the reduction of Nitrogen Dioxide in
their application for a PPC Permit. These proposals were considered by the
consultant engaged by the Environmental Agency.
The consultant after
consideration of the different proposals and applying the principal of BAT (Best
Available Technology) recommended the six month period. The consultant engaged
by the Environmental Agency was the Environment Agency in UK who processed all
the UK IPPC applications. As far as the Government is aware OESCO have not yet
carried out a detailed feasibility study into the provision of two 30-40 metre stacks.
The date for them to comply with this condition of the permit is 30th April 2008.

Answer to Question 637 of 2007
As far as the Government is aware OESCO have not yet produced a fugitive
Emissions Management Plan. The date for compliance with this condition of the
permit is also 30th April 2008.

Answer to Question 640 of 2007
Under the terms of the permit and on completion of the feasibility study, OESCO has
to comply with the condition to submit to the Environmental Agency a written plan to
monitor the emissions from the proposed two 30-40 metre stacks.
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Answer to Questions 631 and 632 of 2007
The advisors engaged from the UK by the Environmental Agency to carry out an air
modelling dispersion study are AEA Energy and Environment Ltd. The consultant
was not engaged because of ESG concerns but because the Government asked the
Environmental Agency to carry out further assessments following the results obtained
by the Environmental Agency from a preliminary study they carried out in the area
using diffusion tubes. Government has now agreed in principle to the setting up of
additional air quality monitoring and has now received proposals for the installation,
management and quality control of such a facility.
These proposals are under
consideration.
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ORAL

NO. 641 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

OESCO
Has OESCO now submitted a written Site Closure Plan to the
Government/Environmental Agency for approval to comply with the requirements of
Section 2.11 of the Sector Guidance Note IPPC S1.01 Combustion Sector Technical
Guidance Note, version 2.03 July 05?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Neither the Government nor the Environmental Agency have been informed by
OESCO whether the Company has as yet carried out any of the actions about which
the hon Member is asking. However, as yet, none of the compliance dates under the
relevant conditions of the permit have been reached.
I will now hand over to the hon Member a schedule showing the compliance date for
each of the actions identified in his questions.
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Cont’d Answer to Question 641 of 2007

Schedule

Question

Action

Compliance Date

633
634
635
636
638
639

Written Procedure
Review
Noise Management Plan
Review
Accident Management Plan
Environmental Management
System
Site Closure Plan

31 Oct 2008
31 Jan 2008
31 Jan 2009
31 Jan 2008
31 July 2008
31 Oct 2008

641

30 April 2009

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 633 TO 636, 638, 539 AND 641 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
I am very grateful to the Minister for having given me the breakdown of that, which
appears to be worked out from the date of the permit being 1st November 2007. I am
concerned though, in relation to Question No. 634, because if the Minister looks at
Annex 2, Condition IC1, what is set out there is a requirement because there is a
specific date set out, a requirement that the condition which I am asking about in that
question be dealt with by 29 September 2007. Now, could the Minister tell us why it
is that that date for the completion of that condition has not been complied with?

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Can the hon Member identify the section of the permit again?

HON F R PICARDO:
Of course, it is page 30 of the OESCO Combustion Permit Decision Document, it is
Annex 2.

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
No, I am afraid I do not have the document with me, I have the permit with me but not
the document itself. What is applicable, I would hazard this moment until I see this,
is the conditions of the permit not what is in the determination document. I obviously
need notice of this question, I will take up the matter with the Environmental Agency
and provide him with an answer. But what I would say at this stage, is that what
OESCO need to comply with is the conditions of the permit. Presumably, what the
hon Member is asking me is why this condition is not reflected in the permit. Is that
correct?
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HON F R PICARDO:
No, I specifically asked the Minister whether OESCO has carried that out, because
the Decision Document provides the date which I have highlighted in the document I
have just passed to the Minister, which is that it should be done by 29 September
2007. That is the question I have given notice of, so the Minister says he needs
notice but it is in the Decision Document which is on the Government website, which
says it should be done by that date. The permit is silent on the specific date. If the
Minister has the permit he will see that it says within three months of permit issue
specify date. The Decision Document says exactly the same thing and actually sets
out the specific date, which is 29th September 2007.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
My recollection is that the September date was the limit for obtaining the permits that
have now been issued, and they have now been issued with those conditions. Well,
the hon Member shakes his head but certainly, I remember receiving a memo saying
that there was some, I do not understand the technicalities of it under the legislation,
but that there was something that OESCO had to do by September in order to obtain
a permit. There was a consultancy being done and on the back of that consultancy
what had to be issued by September was actually issued by September and it was
these licences with these conditions that had to be complied. My recollection is that
the September deadline was the deadline for the issue of the permits, which were
indeed issued by the deadline, but subject to conditions that require them to do
certain things by dates forward of that date. That is my recollection of the
choreography of this, not that things had to be done by September which had not
been done and therefore OESCO is already in breach of the legislation. That is not
the position.

HON F R PICARDO:
That is completely irrelevant to Question No. 634 and the part of the Decision
Document that I have passed to the Minister, which talks about the requirement for
OESCO to carry out a review of the design method of construction and integrity of all
the bunds surrounding the above ground tanks of the installation operated by them.
The provision in the Decision Document is the same as the provision in the permit. It
says OESCO must do this within three months. The Decision Document says
specify date and the permit says specify date. The date set out in the Decision
Document is 29 September 2007, there is no specific date set out in the permit,
although there is specific provision in the permit for specifying the date. I am being
told in answer to my question, for the benefit of those listening at home who do not
have the sheet passed to me by the Minister, in answer to Question No. 634 that that
review shall be completed by 31 January 2008. In other words, within three months
of 1 November 2007. Why is it that the dates have changed?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The Government do not accept that the date has changed. The Government accept
that by the due date the required licence under the legislation was issued, subject to
conditions which are perfectly permissible and compatible with the legislation, that
requires them to do certain things, not within an unspecified date but within an
outside date within three months of the permit issue. I just do not understand why
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the hon Member thinks that there is a contradiction in these facts. But I will say
something else to the hon Member, OESCO produces as we heard yesterday over
50 per cent of the electricity needs of this community. The Government are about to
embark on the building of a new power station. Pigs will fly before we subject this
community to the social and economic consequences of disabling OESCO from
continuing to operate, two years ahead of a long-term resolution for this community.
So, certainly, the Government will use all the latitude available to it and will
encourage the Environmental Agency to use all the latitude available to it within the
law, to extend the operability of the OESCO power station without unreasonable
expenditure for what is a very short period of time. That is the policy position of the
Government, we much look forward to the solution of all the pollution issues that
arise from Gibraltar’s current electricity generating arrangements, but between now
and the date that those new arrangements come into place, priority will be given to
the electricity needs of this community and to no other agenda.

HON F R PICARDO:
Pigs should fly before we do anything contrary to what the Chief Minister has
suggested, because the electricity generation needs of this community are important.
He should not think that by my questions I am trying to suggest anything to the
contrary. If he assumes that I am, to assume makes an xxxxx of him and me. Mr
Speaker, what is very clear is that these permits were applied for in May, that they
were obviously ready to be issued in June, that the long stop date would have been
three months later, therefore, 29 September 2007 and that, clearly, there was no
stomach for issuing these IPPC permits or certificates before the Election. Is this not
clearly another case of an item that the GSD wanted to bury before the Election?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, I do not think so. Certainly, if there had been the remotest possibility of power
cuts before the Election, we would have worked very hard indeed to prevent that.
Not just before an Election but at all times, but that is not the consequences of this.
There is no electoral disadvantage in having issued permits. On the contrary, the
very many thousands of people in Gibraltar who rightly attach importance to the
environmental agenda, would have been electorally very impressed by us issuing
these permits before the Election and would have been more rather than less likely to
vote for us. So if the hon Member wants to introduce electoral implications, our
interests electorally would have been better served by issuing than by withholding the
systems.
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ORAL

NO. 642 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now produced and implemented written procedures
(and any amendments to them) that accord with Section 2.1.3 of Sector Guidance
Notes S5.06, December 2004, which shall specifically focus upon, but not be limited
to:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)

location of storage areas;
storage area infrastructure;
condition of tanks, drums, vessels and other containers;
stock control;
segregated storage;
site security; and
fire risk,

and submitted a written report summarising the findings to the Environmental Agency
including a time-scale for implementation of any improvements proposed in the said
report?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 643 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 643 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now produced and implemented written procedures
(and any amendments to them) to reduce and where possible prevent fugitive
emissions to air from the vessels, containers, pipework and plant equipment used at
the installation operated by them and that accord with Section 2.2.4 of Sector
Guidance Note IPPC S5.06, December 2004?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642 and 644 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 644 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have implemented a formal, documented procedure for the
inspection and subsequent maintenance of underground tanks, drains, pipes and
collection pits with the purpose of preventing fugitive releases to ground, which
procedure will take into account the requirements of the Sector Guidance Note IPPC
S5.06 Issue 3, December 2004 (Section 2.2.5); and whether a written report
summarising the findings has now been submitted to the Environmental Agency?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642, 643 and 645 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 645 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now developed a written Site Closure Plan with regard
to the requirements set out in Section 2.11 of the Sector Guidance Notes IPPC
S5.06, December 2004 and submitted such a plan to the Environmental Agency for
approval?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642 to 644 and 646 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 646 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now undertaken a water use audit in accordance with
Section 2.4.3 of the Sector Guidance Note IPPC S5.06 dated December 2004?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642 to 645 and 647 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 647 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now undertaken an energy use audit in accordance
with Section 2.7.2 of the Sector guidance Note IPPC S5.06 dated December 2004?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642 to 646 and 648 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 648 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now undertaken a waste minimisation audit in
accordance with Section 2.4.12 of the Sector Guidance Note IPPC S5.06, dated
December 2004?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642 to 647 and 649 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 649 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now developed and implemented a formal
Environmental Management System (EMS) (as described in Sector Guidance Note
IPPC S5.06 Issue 3 December 2004 Section 2.3) at the installation having regard to
the requirements of ISO14001 or equivalent recognised standards?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642 to 648 and 650 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 650 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now carried out a review of the design, method of
construction and integrity of all bunds surrounding above ground tanks in the
installation operated by them, required to be carried out by a qualified structural
engineer and whether a written report of the review has been submitted to the
Environmental Agency detailing the reviews findings and recommendations?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642 to 649 and 651 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 651 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now conducted a review of the integrity of all storage
tanks and site surfacing against the requirements of Sections 2.1.3 and 2.2.5 of the
Sector Guidance Note S5.06 required to be carried out by a qualified structural
engineer and whether a written report of the review shall be submitted to the
Environmental Agency detailing the reviews findings and recommendations?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642 to 650 and 652 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 652 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now carried out an assessment of the measures that
are in place to reduce the risk of a pollution incident caused by firewater at the
installation operated by them and whether a written report summarising the
assessment and any necessary improvements has now been submitted to the
Environmental Agency for approval?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642 to 651 and 653 to 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 653 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now produced and submitted to the Environmental
Agency for approval a revised Accident Management Plan which identifies the
hazards, provide an assessment of the risks and identify the techniques necessary to
reduce the risks of the operation of the installation that SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED operate?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question Nos. 642 to 652 and 654 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 654 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

SLOP OIL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT LTD
Is the Government/Environmental Agency aware if SLOP OIL RECEPTION &
TREATMENT LIMITED have now submitted a written procedure to the
Environmental Agency, detailing the measures to be used so that monitoring
equipment personnel and organisations employed for the emissions monitoring
programme shall have either MCERTS certification or accreditation in accordance
with condition 3.6.3?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Neither the Government nor the Environmental Agency have been informed by Slop
Oil Reception & Treatment Limited whether the Company has as yet carried out any
of the actions about which the hon Member is asking. However, as yet, none of the
compliance dates under the relevant conditions of the permit have been reached.
I will now hand over to the hon Member a schedule showing the compliance date for
each of the actions identified in his questions.
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Schedule
Question

Action

Compliance Date

642
643
644
645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653
654

Written Procedures
Written Procedures
Documented Procedure
Site Closure Plan
Water Use Audit
Energy Use Audit
Waste Minimisation Audit
Environmental Management System
Review
Review
Assessment
Action Management Plan
Written Procedure

31 Jan 2008
31 Jan 2008
29 Feb 2008
31 May 2008
31 Oct 2008
31 Oct 2008
31 Oct 2008
31 March 2008
31 Jan 2008
31 Jan 2008
31 Jan 3008
31 March 2008
30 June 2008

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 642 TO 654 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
I am very grateful, these are all new questions by the way for those listening at home.

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
They may be new questions but he could equally well instead of spending five
minutes on his feet asking them, have asked simply if Slop Oil are complying with all
the conditions laid down in the permit, and it would have been the same question.

HON F R PICARDO:
Well, but that was not my question, my question was about whether or not Slop Oil
had communicated things to Government before the dates in which they had to do
them. It is very clear from the permit that these are the dates when they have to
comply, but I was asking the Government whether perhaps they had complied
already. Many of the things might have been dealt with before the permit date. If
they have not and they will do it by these dates as required, so be it. Needless to
say, because we are elected to do that for the community, we shall keep monitoring
these items and ensure that they are done.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
He could still have asked it in one question.
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HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Absolutely, and the question is even more irrelevant, if he is looking to see whether
they have complied, the list of dates are public knowledge, they are available on the
website.

HON F R PICARDO:
I do not really appreciate that the Minister is saying that the question is irrelevant.
How can it be irrelevant when they are dealing with serious issues to do with the
safety and security of Gibraltar in the generation of electricity by private parties and
sewage. I do not think these questions are irrelevant. I am aware that these are the
dates because one simply has to be able to add three, six or nine which are the
months required after the date of the permit. But I am very grateful for him having set
them out and put them here. But the dates which are relevant from the permit are
not the dates I was asking about. I was asking whether the Minister had received
things even though there was not yet the date passed by when they had to happen.

HON C A BRUZON:
It is just that I could not hear what the Hon Mr Britto was saying because there was
too much noise. I think the House should respect a Member who is standing making
a statement on either side of the House.

MR SPEAKER:
I agree entirely.
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ORAL

NO. 655 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

REFUSE DISPOSAL – LOS BARRIOS CONTRACT
Can Government state what was the amount payable in the financial year 2006/2007
to the Los Barrios Municipal Waste Facility and the volume of waste handled in that
financial year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Answered together with Question No. 656 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 656 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

REFUSE DISPOSAL – LOS BARRIOS CONTRACT
Can Government state how much was actually paid to the Los Barrios Municipality
for handling Gibraltar’s waste in 2006/2007 and are these fees paid to the Gibraltar
contractor that delivers the waste or direct to the Municipality in Spain?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT

Government does not pay the Los Barrios Municipality directly for waste disposal.
The Government contractor handles all permits and fees required.
The statistical information requested by the hon Member is contained in the schedule
which is being handed to him.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 655 AND 656 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
I am grateful to the Minister who has provided more statistical information than I
actually asked for, because my question was in fact related to the financial year as a
whole and I have not asked for a month by month breakdown. Could I ask, in
Question No. 655 I am asking how much was payable and in Question No. 656 I am
asking how much was actually paid. The written answer he has given me does not
tell me whether there is a distinction drawn here. This is the amount actually paid
and it is Question No. 656 is that correct?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Is he asking whether there is any due but not yet paid?

HON J J BOSSANO:
That is correct, that would be the difference between the two figures, yes.

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Subject to correction, but I would have thought that if the payments were due in
March that they would already have been paid, and that these are the final balances.
I do not think there are, from the implications of the question, otherwise I think they
would have been drawn to my attention.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
If that is the information which the hon Member is interested, can he just explain the
in 2006/2007, does he intend that to relate to the waste or to the payment? So that
we can get the right information for him. Does the period 2006/2007 describe the
waste? There may be a lag. In other words, that the waste for March 2007 may not
be paid by 31 March 2007. So we can get him the right information.

HON J J BOSSANO:
The amount payable is the question which is on the Order Paper which has not been
answered, which is Question No. 655. The piece of paper that I have had handed
over to me, shows the amount paid each month. I take it, unless I am told the
opposite, that the amount paid and the amount payable are the same and that is why
there are no two different figures. In fact, Question No. 655 asked what was the
amount payable and, obviously, the amount payable is not amount of waste per
month it is amount of pounds. The volume of waste that was actually handled may
not, in fact, mean that the last bit of waste delivered on the last day had already had
a bill presented for it. So the amount payable might mean that some of that amount
was for waste that was handled before 1 April 2006 and was handled in 2005/2006.
But I think the question as drafted is very clear. The first part of the question asked
what was payable in that financial year and what was handled in that financial year,
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and the second question is how much was actually paid, which is the information I
have been given, as I say, in greater detail than I asked. But I am grateful that I got
the greater detail. But I am not sure whether I should deduce from it that the answer
to Question No. 656 is that the payable and the paid are the same figures.

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
I am assuming they are the same figures and if they are not I will write to the hon
Member informing him.
-------------------------------------------------------------HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
Can I take this opportunity before we change questioners and Ministers, to refer back
to Question Nos. 655 and 656, which the Hon Mr Bossano asked me this morning? I
refer back to Question Nos. 655 and 656 in respect of the cost of the disposal of
refuse in Los Barrios, he asked me for clarification. The table showed only the
amount paid and he queried whether the amount payable was the same. I can
confirm to the hon Member that the table was constructed to adjust these positions,
to show that the amount payable and the amount paid is in the same column. The
heading should have read, amount payable and amount paid. I am told that these
payments are made on a very regular basis, so as soon as the amount that is
payable is established, the amount is paid for the same month. So, I can confirm
that.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Unless the Minister has got a different piece of paper from the one he gave me there
is only one column so I do not know what two columns he is referring to. One
column was about mattresses and the other column was about household refuse.

HON LT-COL E M BRITTO:
The hon Member asked me two different questions, Question Nos. 655 and 656.
Firstly, on an annual basis and I supplied the answer on a monthly basis, how much
money had been due in payment or how much money was payable, was the word he
used. Then in the second question he asked how much money was paid. The table
only has one column which shows the amount paid. He asked me this morning
whether the amount payable was different on a month by month and yearly basis or
whether it was the same. I have checked and I can confirm to him that on a month
by month and, therefore by implication, on an annual basis, the amount payable in
each month and annually is the same as shown in the column as the amount paid. In
other words, the bill is raised on a monthly basis and is paid. So there is no
outstanding balance brought forward, even at the beginning or at the end of the
month. I beg your pardon, at the beginning or at the end of the year.
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ORAL

NO. 657 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

AQUAGIB – REVENUE COLLECTED AND AMOUNTS BILLED
Can Government state what were the amounts collected and the amounts billed in
respect of water in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 658 to 663 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 658 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

AQUAGIB – UNITS BILLED
Can Government state the number of units of Domestic Primary Units of water
invoiced in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 657 and 659 to 663 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 659 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

AQUAGIB – VALUE BILLED
Can Government state the value of Domestic Primary Units of water invoiced in the
months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 657, 658 and 660 to 663 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 660 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

AQUAGIB – CUSTOMERS BILLED
Can Government state the number of customers that were invoiced for Domestic
Secondary Units of water in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 657 to 659 and 661 to 663 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 661 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

AQUAGIB – VALUE BILLED (STANDING CHARGES)
Can Government state the values in respect of Water Standing Charges invoiced to
Domestic Customers in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 657 to 660, 662 and 663 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 662 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

AQUAGIB – VALUE BILLED
Can Government state the value of Domestic Secondary Units of water invoiced in
the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 657 to 661 and 663 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 663 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

AQUAGIB – UNITS BILLED
Can Government state the number of units of Domestic Secondary Units of water
invoiced in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule with the information requested.
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SCHEDULE TO QUESTION 663

Answer to Question 657

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007

Amounts Collected (£)
460,815.40
419,682.57
509,417.10
345,221.44
347,174.85
494,966.35
413,296.86
441,249.03
406,863.30
553,486.27

Amounts Billed (£)
428,631.24
365,282.75
369,716.62
412,278.91
383,445.65
443,605.28
447,290.30
484,518.32
486,555.46
437,741.30

Answer to Question 658

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007

Domestic Primary Units
381,875
371,778
374,287
392,529
366,787
389,289
390,368
389,985
395,982
382,239

Answer to Question 659
Value of Domestic
Primary Units (£)
80,193.75
78,073.38
78,600.18
82,431.09
77,025.27
81,750.69
81,977.28
81,896.85
83,156.22
80,270.19

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007
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Answer to Question 660

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007

Number of Customers
invoiced for Domestic
Secondary Units
5,653
5,084
5,117
5,826
4,768
5,606
5,589
5,587
5,933
5,238

Answer to Question 661

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007

Value of Standing
Charges invoiced to
Domestic Customers (£)
35,538
35,646
35,631
35,679
36,087
35,940
36,024
36,408
35,770
36,141

Answer to Question 662
Value of Domestic
Secondary Units (£)
117,505.40
89,772.68
91,097.16
120,757.49
81,691.22
112,972.15
117,353.60
118,771.88
132,412.18
102,864.45

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007
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Answer to Question 663
Domestic Secondary
Units
225,972
172,640
175,187
232,226
157,099
217,254
225,680
228,407
254,639
197,816

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007

Statistics for November is not yet available.
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ORAL

NO. 664 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

AQUAGIB – WATER CONSUMPTION BY HOUSEHOLDS
Can Government state on the basis of water consumption by households in the last
financial year, what was the estimated average consumption in litres of water per
household, per day?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY
In the Financial Year ending 31st March 2007, the average consumption, on the basis
of potable water metered to each household, was 162 litres per day per household.
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ORAL

NO. 665 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

AQUAGIB – SUPPLY OF WATER BY MOD
Can Government state by when Ex-MOD properties and areas that are currently
being supplied with water by the MOD system will be supplied by AquaGib instead?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

The Government is unable to confirm at present when ex-MOD properties and areas
that are currently being supplied with water by the MOD system will be supplied by
AquaGib instead.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 665 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Do AquaGib have a programme of works that they have been carrying out in certain
areas in Gibraltar, have they got a schedule of programmes and works where exMoD properties will be given AquaGib water?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
It is not a systematic programme throughout the whole of Gibraltar but there are
areas of Gibraltar where precisely that is being done. So they are doing it by area
and then this may all be overtaken by the fact that under the agreement that was
struck with the MoD earlier this year, it may be that we will be taking over their water
distribution system, in which case the issue will go away in the sense that their
system will be integrated into ours and it will all be operated as one. But in the
meantime, there is an upgrade going on, for example, in the area of Brympton, that
area of Europa Road is the one where I know AquaGib are working now and one or
two other smaller bits in the South District are also being worked on to integrate
them. But there are large areas, for example, I think Edinburgh House is still all on
the MoD system if I am not mistaken.

HON S E LINARES:
Can the Minister guarantee that the water is of the same standard that AquaGib
supply from the MoD?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Minister cannot guarantee anything of the sort. What the Minister can say is
that the MoD have rules about water quality and that they comply with their own rules
about water quality, which are well within the rules of potability. But the Government,
its Ministers are not here to provide guarantees on behalf of MoD. The answer to his
question is no, but the information he is really interested in has been given, and that
is that the MoD’s own standards are perfectly adequate and safe.

HON S E LINARES:
I understand what the Chief Minister is saying but, unfortunately, it is AquaGib that
bills people of which MoD supplies the water. Therefore, the responsibility is on
AquaGib and not on the MoD.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The hon Member cannot confuse issues of billing with issues of unsafeness. He has
asked for an undertaking, not that the MoD’s water is safe, if he had asked me are
the Government satisfied that the MoD’s water is safe. I would not have stood up to
tell him it is none of the Government’s business, because the Government is most
certainly interested in citizens of Gibraltar not consuming unsafe water. But he did
not ask that, he asked for a Ministerial assurance that the water was identical. Well,
identicalness does not raise issues of safety. They can both be safe and not be
identical. So the answer to his question as formulated is that the Government will not
give him any such assurance, but the Government can certainly assure him that the
Government believe that the MoD’s water supply is entirely safe, subject to any
individual isolated case of localised contamination which could happen as easily to
the MoD as it could do to AquaGib. But subject to any normal occurrence the
Government are entirely satisfied that the MoD’s potable water system is entirely
safe for human consumption.
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ORAL

NO. 666 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – REVENUE COLLECTED
Can Government state what were the amounts collected in respect of electricity in
the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 667 to 674 of 2007.

475

ORAL

NO. 667 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – REVENUE COLLECTED AND AMOUNTS BILLED
Can Government state what were the amounts collected and the amounts billed in
respect of electricity in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 666 and 668 to 674 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 668 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – VALUE BILLED (FUEL COST ADJUSTMENT)
Can Government state the total value invoiced to Domestic Customers in respect of
Fuel Cost Adjustment (FCA) in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 666, 667 and 669 to 674 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 669 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – VALUE BILLED (STANDING CHARGES)
Can Government state the total value invoiced to Domestic Customers in respect of
Electricity Standing Charges in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 666 to 668 and 670 to 674 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 670 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – VALUE BILLED
Can Government state the total value invoiced to customers in respect of T3
(Domestic) units of electricity in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 666 to 669 and 671 to 674 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 671 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – UNITS BILLED
Can Government state the number of T3 (Domestic Consumers) units of electricity
invoiced to customers in the month of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 666 to 670 and 672 to 674 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 672 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – CUSTOMERS BILLED
Can Government state the number of customers invoiced in respect of T3 (Domestic)
units of electricity in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 666 to 671 and 673 to 674 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 673 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – MOD
Can Government state the number of units and the value of electricity purchased
from MOD in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 666 to 672 and 674 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 674 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – OESCO
Can Government state the number of units and the value of electricity purchased
from OESCO in the months of January 2007 to November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

The information requested by the hon Member is only available up to the month of
October 2007 and is set out in the schedule I now hand to him. The figures for
November 2007 were not available at the time of preparing this answer.
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ORAL

NO. 675 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – OESCO
Can Government say what percentage of electricity is being supplied by OESCO
power station annually?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

During the financial year 2006/2007, OESCO Power Station supplied 53.1 per cent of
the electrical energy.
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ORAL

NO. 676 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – POWER FAILURES
Can Government state the number of power cuts that affected whole districts in the
months of January 2007 to November 2007, providing a breakdown of the areas
affected and the reason why they occurred?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question No. 677 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 677 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

ELECTRICITY – POWER FAILURES
Can Government state how many power cuts there has been in the past two years
stating when these occurred and their duration?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

The information requested by the hon Member is only available up to 27 November
2007 and is set out in the schedule I now hand to him.
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ORAL

NO. 678 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

POWER STATION – LATHBURY BARRACKS
Will the Government say when will the new power station at Lathbury Barracks be in
operation and what percentage of electricity will it be supplying?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

The Government’s current expectation is that the new power station will be in
operation by December 2010, and it will supply 100 per cent of Gibraltar’s electrical
needs.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 678 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
The Government stated that they are looking into alternative energy for supplying
Gibraltar’s electricity, does this come into consideration when already the
Government have taken the decision that 100 per cent of the supply will be by a
power station?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, we are indeed and there are studies and there are possibilities being
considered. The target, I think, is 10 per cent or 12 per cent, 10 per cent by 2012 or
12 per cent by 2010. I can just see the figures dancing in my head but there is
certainly, and indeed there is a manifesto commitment in that respect.

HON F R PICARDO:
So the power station will supply 100 per cent of the non-renewable source of
electricity.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes.
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ORAL

NO. 679 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP
Can Government list the conferences that they have sponsored or co-sponsored,
both in Gibraltar or elsewhere, since the last Question Time in this Parliament,
showing the dates when the conferences were held, the cost and the department that
was most directly involved?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

My Ministry has not sponsored or co-sponsored, in Gibraltar or elsewhere, any
conferences since the last Question Time in this Parliament.
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ORAL

NO. 680 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – MINISTER’S OVERSEAS VISITS
Can the Minister with responsibility for tourism give the dates when he has been
away from Gibraltar on Government business, since the last Question Time in this
Parliament, giving the event or function attended, the venue, the city and the country
visited?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.

497

Schedule to Question 680
I have been away from Gibraltar on Government business since the last
Question time in this Parliament on the following occasions:
2007
21 – 24 May
1 – 3 June
30 September – 1 October
21 – 23 October
23 – 24 October

United Nations Seminar
UKGTA Meeting
Conservative Party Conference
Gibraltar Day in London
Meeting Iberia
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Grenada
London, UK
Blackpool, UK
London, UK
Madrid, Spain

ORAL

NO. 681 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

TOURISM / PORT / BUSINESS AND CONFERENCE / E-BUSINESS ADVISORY
COUNCILS
How often and on what dates have the following met:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

the Tourism Advisory Council since 16 November 2006;
the Port Advisory Council since 16 February 2007;
the Business and Commerce Advisory Council since 16 November 2006;
the E-Business Advisory Council since 13 November 2006?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

(a)

The Tourism Advisory Council has met three times on 6 March 2007, 2
May 2007, and 15 June 2007.

(b)

The Port Advisory Council has met once on 2 May 2007.

(c)

The Business and Commerce Advisory Council has met once on 21
March 2007.

(d)

The E-Business Advisory Council has met twice; on 21 March 2007, and
17 May 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 682 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – REVENUE RAISED
Can Government say how much revenue has been raised on a monthly basis from
January 2007 inclusive:
(a) by charging coaches that use the coach park;
(b) in admission fees to the Upper Rock;
(c) in admission fees to the Gibraltar Museum?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Schedule to Question 682
The following revenue has been collected on a monthly basis since January
2007 inclusive:
(a)

Charging Coaches that use the Coach Park:
2007
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
Total

No of Coaches
311
448
797
740
856
722
632
654
914
1,008
7,552

£10 per Coach
£3,110
£4,480
£7,970
£7,400
£8,560
£7,220
£6,320
£6,540
£9,140
£10,080
£75,520

(b)

Admission fees to the Upper Rock

(c)

£
93,591.70
126,081.64
198,754.35
288,308.82
313,895.43
277,187.74
324,667.38
388,315.03
344,522.51
355,347.33
-----------------Total
£2,710,671.93
-----------------Admission fees to the Gibraltar Museum
Jan 2007
Feb 2007
Mar 2007
Apr 2007
May 2007
Jun 2007
Jul 2007
Aug 2007
Sep 2007
Oct 2007

£
1422.82
2592.22
887.67
1562.77
1167.98
954.90
928.50
2014.17
1103.35
1332.75

Jan 2007
Feb 2007
Mar 2007
Apr 2007
May 2007
Jun 2007
Jul 2007
Aug 2007
Sep 2007
Oct 2007

--------------Total

£13,967.13

---------------
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ORAL

NO. 683 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – COACH PARK ATTENDANT/VISITOR INFORMATION OFFICER
In respect of the vacancies advertised in August for a Coach Park Attendant and a
Visitor Information Officer, can Government say in each case:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

how many posts were vacant;
how many persons applied;
whether the vacancies have been filled;
the nationality of the successful applicant?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 684 to 686 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 684 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – MAINTENANCE WORKER
Can Government say how many persons applied for the vacant post of Maintenance
Worker at the Tourist Board which was advertised in May, whether the post has been
filled, and, if so, the nationality of the successful applicant?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 683, 685 and 686 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 685 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – INFORMATION OFFICER/UPPER ROCK AND BEACHES SUPERVISOR
With respect to the vacancies for Information officer and Upper Rock and Beaches
Supervisor which were advertised in August, can Government say in each case:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

how many vacancies there were;
how many people applied for the vacant position;
whether the posts have now been filled;
the nationality of the successful applicants?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 683, 684 and 686 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 686 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – TERMINAL ASSISTANT/VISITOR INFORMATION PATROL OFFICER
In respect of the vacancies for Terminals Assistant and Visitor Information Patrol
Officer which were advertised in May, can Government say in each case:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

how many posts were available;
how many persons applied;
whether the posts have been filled;
the nationality of the successful applicants?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answer to Question 683 of 2007
There were two vacancies for Information Officer, with 14 applications and one
vacancy for Coach Park Attendant with 12 applicants.
All the vacancies were filled by Gibraltarians.

Answer to Question 684 of 2007
There were 26 applicants. The post has been filled by a Gibraltarian.

Answer to Question 685 of 2007
There were two vacancies for Information Officers. Eight persons applied for the
post. The successful applicants were both Gibraltarian.
There was also one vacancy for Upper Rock and Beaches Supervisor. Nine persons
applied for the post. The successful candidate was a Gibraltarian internal candidate.

Answer to Question 686 of 2007
There was one vacancy for Terminal Assistant and one vacancy for Visitor
Information Patrol Officer.
There were six applicants and five applicants respectively and both vacancies were
filled by Gibraltarians.
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ORAL

NO. 687 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – PERSONS INTERVIEWED
Can Government say how many interviews have been carried out with persons who
said:
(a) that they had stayed at a hotel;
(b) that they had not stayed at a hotel,
since January 2007 inclusive on a monthly basis, stating where they were
interviewed and the number interviewed at each location, and in the case of those
who stayed at hotels what was the average length of stay in each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Schedule to Question 687
The figures requested are as follows:

(a)

Jan
2007
Feb
2007
Mar
2007
Apr
2007
May
2007
Jun
2007
Jul
2007
Aug
2007
Sep
2007

Stayed at hotel

Total No of
Interviews

Stayed
At Hotel

Airport

Average
Length of
Stay

Frontier

Average
Length of
Stay

Elsewhere

Average
Length of
Stay

1262

1

-

6

1

6

-

-

1242

2

-

-

2

5

-

-

1157

11

11

4

-

-

-

-

1242

4

-

-

4

3

-

-

1734

58

58

4

-

-

-

-

1292

43

40

3

2

2.5

1

2

1426

11

10

4

1

4

-

-

1768

31

30

4

1

4

-

-

1141

9

9

7

-

-

-

-

(b)

Not stayed at hotel

Total
Interviews
Not Stayed
At Hotel
Jan 2007
1261
Feb 2007
1240
Mar 2007
1146
Apr 2007
1238
May 2007
1676
Jun 2007
1249
Jul 2007
1415
Aug 2007
1737
Sep 2007
1132

Airport Port Frontier Waterport Marina
29
115
61
26
38
18

224
21
86
234
-

1261
1220
1117
1238
1168
974
1260
1435
1073

-

Coach
Park

7
6
2

* the information in respect of September 2007 has only been partly inputted.
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20
162
187
43
30
39

ORAL

NO. 688 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

EU/GOVERNMENT FUNDING
Can Government list the parties who have applied for:
(a) EU funding;
(b) Gibraltar Government funding;
since the last Question Time in this Parliament, indicating the amount of funding
requested and the purposes for which it was intended, listing those applications that
have been successful, those that have been unsuccessful and those applications that
are still pending?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 688 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Were there no applications for Gibraltar Government funding in this period?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
That is correct, there have not.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Under the European Social Fund is a reference to Focus 5505, is that the name of
the company or the name of the project?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No, that is the name of the project and it is a project that is basically managed by the
Ministry of Employment.
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ORAL

NO. 689 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING COMMISSION
How many meetings of the Development and Planning Commission have taken place
since February 2007 inclusive and on what dates?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question No. 691 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 690 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Can Government list the applications for planning permission in respect of projects
that have been granted and rejected since the last meeting of this Parliament
showing those that are still under consideration, including the name of the applicant
and of the project in question?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY
A list of applications received between 16th February and 27th November 2007 is
attached. For each application the decision, applicant name, description and site
address is given. I am supplying this to him in written format.
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ORAL

NO. 691 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Can Government say whether planning permission has now been granted to the
following, and if so on what date:
(a) Castledine Ltd for a stone-crushing facility at the old incinerator site in Devil’s
Tower Road;
(b) Parade Developments (001) Ltd for ground floor commercial area and 9
apartments at 5, 7 and 9 Town Range;
(c) Parade Developments (002) Ltd to convert and extend ground floor
commercial area with 13 apartments at 29/31/33 Governor’s Parade;
(d) Engineers House Ltd for a 98 bedroom 4 star hotel and 48 serviced flats at
37/39 Engineer Lane;
(e) WSRM Architects on behalf of Mr Humbert Peliza for public/private car
parking, commercial and residential units at Freehold Property 81 and Crown
Property 39A Lower Engineer Lane?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Schedule to Question 691

Answer to Question 689
There have been seventeen meetings as follows:
6th March 2007
22nd March 2007
26th March 2007
2nd April 2007
10th April 2007
18th April 2007
1st May 2007
31st May 2007
4th June 2007
21st June 2007
24th July 2007
2nd August 2007
6th September 2007
18th October 2007
9th November 2007
11th November 2007
29th November 2007
Answer to Question 691
(a) Ex Incinerator Site, Devil’s Tower Road – Stone Crusher – Planning
Permit issued on 7th March 2007.
(b) 5,7,9 Town Range, Parade Developments (001) – Outline Planning
Permission issued 27th September 2007.
(c) 29/31/33 Governor’s Parade, Parade Developments (002) – Outline
Planning Permission issued 27th September 2007.
(d) 37/39 Engineer Lane – 98 bedroom hotel and 48 serviced flats – no
Planning Permission has been granted.
(e) FP81 & CP39A, Lower Engineer Lane – no planning permission has
been granted.

527

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 689 AND 691 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
In relation to the two projects in Engineer Lane it says no planning permission has
been granted, is that because it is being considered or because it has been refused?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
There are other questions in the Order Paper in respect of this that may be able to
explain that but the situation as we speak is that DPC has taken the decision not to
accept either of the projects as they stood at the time. But as we proceed with the
Order Paper today the hon Member will realise that there have been developments
subsequent to that.
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ORAL

NO. 692 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – OCEAN VILLAGE DEVELOPMENTS LTD (CP1301 AND CP1301A)
Can Government say whether planning permission has been granted to Ocean
Village Developments Ltd to demolish an existing car showroom and construct
commercial premises with residential cover at CP1301 and CP1301A and how many
representations were made in respect of this project?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 693 to 701 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 693 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – BRECKLAND TRADING CO LTD (175/177 MAIN STREET)
Can Government say whether the application by Breckland Trading Co Ltd to convert
residential premises at 175/177 Main Street into offices has been approved, if so on
what date, and what were the number of representations received?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 692 and 694 to 701 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 694 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – TAYLOR WOODROW (45 ENGINEER LANE)
Can Government say whether the application by Taylor Woodrow to construct a
residential development above and extension adjacent to the synagogue at 45
Engineer Lane has been approved and if so on what date, and how many
representations have been received in respect of this project?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 692 to 693 and 695 to 701 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 695 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – TAYLOR WOODROW (REDROOFS)
Can Government say whether planning permission has been granted to Taylor
Woodrow (Gibraltar) Ltd in respect of the application to construct a block with 51
apartments at Redroofs, 29 Devil’s Tower Road and how many representations have
been received in respect of this project?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 692 to 694 and 696 to 701 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 696 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – SOLAR MODULE/WIND TURBINE (1A CUMBERLAND ROAD)
Can Government say whether the application to install 3 solar modules and a wind
turbine at 1A Cumberland Road has been approved and how many representations
have been received in respect of this project?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 692 to 695 and 697 to 701 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 697 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – CABLE CAR (WALK IN THE AIR)
Can Government say on what date the application for planning permission was
submitted by the owners and operators of the cable car for a “walk in the air” platform
over the eastside and a suspension bridge from the terrace over where the cable car
enters the top station to connect with the northern terrace?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 692 to 696 and 698 to 701 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 698 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – TAYLOR WOODROW (11-13 BOYD STREET)
Can Government say whether planning permission has been granted to the plans
submitted by Taylor Woodrow (Gibraltar) Ltd for an apartment block with 41
apartments and retail units on the ground floor at 11-13 Boyd Street, and if so on
what date and how many representations have been received in respect of this
project?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 692 to 697 and 699 to 701 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 699 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – ABCO INTERNATIONAL LTD (SIR HERBERT MILES ROAD)
Can Government say whether the application for planning permission by ABCO
International Ltd to build six luxury villas at Sir Herbert Miles Road has been
approved, and how many representations have been received by the DPC in respect
of this application?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 692 to 698, 700 and 701 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 700 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – GARDENS OF BEAUTY (GIB) LTD (7 EUROPA ROAD)
Can Government say whether planning permission has been granted to Gardens of
Beauty (Gibraltar) Ltd to construct block of apartments with gardens at 7 Europa
Road, and how many representations were received by the DPC in respect of this
project?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 692 to 699 and 701 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 701 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – SHARROCK SHAND DESIGN LTD (91 QUEENSWAY)
Can Government say whether planning permission has been granted to Sharrock
Shand Design Ltd to build an office and storage building at 91 Queensway, if so
when and how many representations have been received?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Schedule to Question 701

Answer to Question 692 of 2007
The DPC has resolved to grant outline planning permission but no permission has
yet been issued.
There were no letters of representation.

Answer to Question 693 of 2007
Outline planning permission was granted on 25th May 2007.
One representation was received from the freeholder confirming there was no
objection.

Answer to Question 694 of 2007
A refusal notice was issued on 16th October 2007. Four letters of representation
were received.

Answer to Question 695 of 2007
The Development & Planning Commission has not issued an outline planning permit

Answer to Question 696 of 2007
A planning permit for the installation of three solar modules was issued on 24th
September 2007. No permission was granted for the wind turbine.
No representations were received.

Answer to Question 697 of 2007
No such application has been submitted to the Development and Planning
Commission.

Answer to Question 698 of 2007
This application was withdrawn.
Fifteen letters of objection were received.
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Answer to Question 699 of 2007
The application has not yet been determined by the DPC.
One letter of objection was received.

Answer to Question 700 of 2007
Outline planning permission was granted on 15th June 2007.
One letter of objection was received.

Answer to Question 701 of 2007
No permission has as yet been granted for this application.
No representations were received.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 692 TO 701 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
In relation to Question No. 694 can the Minister say why the application was refused?
This is the one, the Taylor Woodrow application to construct adjacent to the
synagogue.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Development and Planning Commission in not the Government and the
Government is not accountable, at all or in this House, for the business of the
Development and Planning Commission. One thing is to give the hon Members
information, which is already more than the Rules of the House require us to do,
another thing is to ask the Government to explain or justify decisions of the DPC,
which is not a Government department for which a Minister is not directly
accountable to this House and the Government will not explain or justify decisions of
the DPC in this House.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Given that the Minister is also the Chairman of the Development and Planning
Commission is he in a position to say whether the refusal related to the letters of
objection or not?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
It is the same issue. If the hon Member wants to know information about the
reasoning of the DPC for its decisions he is free to write to the Chairman of the DPC,
who happens to be the Minister, and I suppose the DPC will deliberate and consider
whether that body, which is a statutory corporation a statutory body, wants to give the
answer to the Parliamentary Opposition. We must not behave as if the Government
is the DPC and the DPC is the Government, it is not the case.

HON C A BRUZON:
On a general principle and procedure of this House, in the case where there are six
or seven questions asked, if the answer to each question is short would it not be
better and more beneficial for the people who are here to listen to the answers one at
a time? I understand full well that if it contains a lot of statistics then obviously it is
understandable that a list is handed to the Opposition, but if the questions have
simple answers it would be better if the Minister answers the questions one at a time.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, the hon Member is right and normally only statistical information is provided in
writing. On this occasion, in these questions, it has been provided in writing for the
same reason that I have just explained orally to the hon Member. The Government’s
natural instinct ought to be not to answer even these questions, but as in the past we
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have agreed to answer them, a practice which I believe to be a bad practice,
because we are breaking, actually, Standing Orders which say that Ministers are not
accountable in this House except for Government policies and Government business,
we have not wanted to resile from the practice and therefore we have provided the
information, albeit in writing, rather than orally. This is not an answer that is given in
a schedule because it is statistical and the volume, in that respect the hon Member’s
point is well made in relation to this question.

HON F R PICARDO:
With respect, just talking on the procedural issue not on the issue of substance
where I think there will be other supplementaries. The answers that are given in the
schedule form part of the Hansard of this House and they are therefore public
information, whether they are read out or whether they are handed over they are
public information.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can the Minister say whether the reasoning or the reasons why the DPC refused this
application are available at the offices of the Development and Planning Commission
for anybody to go and examine?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, I do not think the minutes are public, I do not think so. We have a manifesto
commitment in respect of major projects, obviously the hon Member has not studied
our manifesto in detail. There is a manifesto commitment in respect of major projects
to require the DPC to give publicly reasons for its decisions, but we have not yet
converted that commitment into legislation. Of course, at that stage the answer and
the position will be different but at the moment I think the hon Member’s only
recourse is to write to the DPC and ask them. My personal view is that unless there
is something hugely confidential or hugely sensitive, I think the DPC should provide
the hon Member with the reasons for its decisions. All I am saying is that the conduit
for that should not be Question Time to Ministers in Parliament. But if he writes to
the DPC I would hope that the DPC would take the view that they can provide the
hon Member with the answer. It is a matter for them not for me, I am just expressing
my opinion on it.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
If possible, can the Minister then say whether this application was refused on the
grounds of Government policy, in his position as Minister?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No it was not rejected on the point of Government policy.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Would the hon Member like the application to be granted?

HON F R PICARDO:
We do not have to have a brief from anyone to try and hold the Government to
account, perhaps to an extent to which the Chief Minister does not feel comfortable.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The hon Member is absolutely right except that there is a long list of questions and
applications in respect of which the same answer has been given and the six
supplementaries have all related to the Taylor Woodrow application.

HON F R PICARDO:
Most of the supplementaries have related to the procedure in answering questions in
relation to the DPC not the substance of any one particular application.

MR SPEAKER:
I think that was really intended as an aside off the record and things of that sort. The
Hon Gilbert Licudi wishes to ask a question.

HON G H LICUDI:
On the general point of principle which the Chief Minister has referred to concerning
the matters relating to the DPC, do the Government accept that matters concerning
the DPC relate to public affairs with which the Minister is officially connected?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The answer is the one that I have given to his hon friend.

HON G H LICUDI:
The question is very straightforward. Are the matters of the DPC public affairs with
which the Minister is officially connected? Yes or No?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The Minister is the Chairman of the DPC and the answer remains. He can formulate
the question differently if he thinks that his colleague has not been sufficiently clear in
his formulation of the question, but the re-phrasing of the question does not alter the
answer.
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MR SPEAKER:
If I may interject there. Under Standing Orders a Minister is liable to answer or may
be asked questions based on departmental responsibility not connection, it is a
different type of criteria.

HON G H LICUDI:
Under Rule 15, which concerns matters to which questions must relate, it provides
“any question addressed to the Chief Minister or a Minister shall relate to the public
affairs with which he is officially connected or to a matter of administration for which
the Government is responsible.” Now what the Chief Minister has said is that the
Government is not responsible for the administration of the DPC and that is the latter
part of this particular rule. The first part is public affairs with which a Minister is
officially connected. I am asking the Government whether they accept that this
Minister is officially connected with the DPC by virtue of being its Chairman?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The Minister is connected to the DPC in the sense that he is its Chairman, as I have
repeatedly pointed out to the hon Member, but he is not officially connected with the
business of the DPC in the sense that the business of the DPC is not the business of
the Minister or of the Government. Put another way, the Minister or Ministers are
also Chairmen of utility companies, Lyonnaise des Eaux or AquaGib now and
Gibtelecom. On the hon Member’s logic every aspect of the business of those
companies would be amenable to questioning in this House and it is not so.

HON G H LICUDI:
No, does the Chief Minister not accept the distinction between the public affairs and
the private affairs? What the hon Member has referred to could relate to the private
affairs of a company as opposed to the public affairs of an official body such as the
DPC.

HON F R PICARDO:
On a point of order before the hon Member rises to answer, there is a specific ruling
from the Chair made on 24th January 1989, that deals specifically with companies
limited companies of which the Government is shareholder, where the Government
under that ruling are not responsible for answering questions in that respect in the
House. It is in the rulings that we had made available by the Chair, if the hon
Gentleman wants to refer to it and the ruling of Mr Speaker was that the Government,
although it may surprise new Members, is not answerable for the activities of a
private limited company in which they are shareholders. So the example of
Lyonnaise des Eaux does not apply.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, it is the same business and the Government’s position remains the same. It
depends in what sense the hon Member is using the word “public” or “private”. Is he
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saying private as in confidential and public as in non-confidential? Or is he saying
public as in public interest? Obviously the DPC exercises a statutory function, is that
his definition of public business? I do not know.

HON G H LICUDI:
The distinction is simply whether it is a private company or a public body and the
DPC is a public body conducting public affairs with which the Minister is officially
connected. This is a proper question and a proper supplementary.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, the hon Member has had the Government’s answer about the extent of the
information that the Minister is willing to provide.

HON G H LICUDI:
So the Chief Minister is confirming today that the Government is refusing to be
publicly accountable for a public body.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The Chief Minister has confirmed publicly today what he has confirmed publicly
today, no more and no less.

HON F R PICARDO:
Does the Chief Minister accept as a matter of law that the hon Member holds his post
as Chairman of the DPC only because he is the Minister responsible for those
functions?

MR SPEAKER:
There is a question there. Is the answer forthcoming?

HON G H LICUDI:
Is this the Government’s notion of accountability?

MR SPEAKER:
We have not finished one question yet.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The Government have made their position clear and will not rise to answer any more
questions in the same vein.

MR SPEAKER:
I think we have exhausted the subject.

HON F R PICARDO:
An imperial ruling.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The hon Member gives me the opportunity with Mr Speaker’s leave to say that at
least we are stopping answering questions after answering 20, as opposed to their
hon Leader who for four years refused to answer a Member’s questions only
because he disapproved of his politics. That is the difference between the
Opposition and the Government.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I do not see what relevance the answer that I gave Mr Cumming, which was that
when the Chief Minister sacked him from the Opposition party allegedly for giving
away the secret that they were all palomos in that party and he sacked him, I
suggested that……… The Chief Minister has chosen to bring up in a totally irrelevant
and smokescreen attempt, the question of Mr Cumming, he cannot quote anybody
else. Mr Cumming put questions in this House and I suggested to Mr Cumming that
his continued membership of the House should be tested by going to a bye-election,
coming back and being elected on the ticket on which he had not previously been
elected, because the party that had him as a candidate had expelled him from the
party. It is for that reason. What this has to do with the Chief Minister thinking that
the Chairman of the DPC, who is a Minister and therefore the Chairman for that
reason should not ask the question, he is entitled to that view. But to suggest that
that is justified because I said what I said to Mr Cumming shows how unsure he is of
his ground.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
This is a classical example of Mr Bossano’s distorting political debating techniques.
Of course the fact that he refused for four years to answer Mr Cumming’s questions
on any subject because he disagreed with Mr Cumming’s view on the politics
involving Spain, has got nothing whatsoever to do with the Government’s decision
explained in this House. But it has everything to do with the question to which I gave
that answer, which was an attempt by his very recent new Colleague, who
presumably had he been Chief Minister in those days would not have adopted the
line that the Leader of the Opposition then adopted, when he tries to suggest with a
huge dollop of indignity that the Government was refusing to make itself publicly
accountable in this House. This Government has been publicly accountable in this
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House in measure that they used to only dream, well not only dream about, when
they were on the Government side.

HON J J BOSSANO:
The Chief Minister is entitled to have his valued judgement about how democratic he
is and how undemocratic the GSLP was 12 years ago. Presumably, that view of
what he had 12 years ago continued to be the view that applied to all the members of
the GSLP until they chose to become members of his party instead of the GSLP. All
I am saying to him is that Mr Cumming committed the crime of actually giving away
the secret agenda of the GSD and was sacked from the GSD for it. That is the
peculiar circumstances. Let me tell him that it was not for four years because it took
a couple of years for the sacking to come about.

MR SPEAKER:
Order, I think we have deviated from the actual question. Both sides have had their
say and there is not much that we can really add. Next question please.
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ORAL

NO. 702 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – WRSM ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS HOUSE LTD (ENGINEER LANE)
On what date did the DPC first consider the applications for planning permission in
Engineer Lane made by WSRM Architects and Engineer’s House Ltd and on what
date did they write to the respective applicants informing them of their decision in
each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 703 and 704 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 703 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – WRSM ARCHITECTS (FP81 AND CP39A)
On what date did WSRM Architects on behalf of Mr Humbert Peliza apply for
planning permission for the project at FP81 and CP39A?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 702 and 704 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 704 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – ENGINEER’S HOUSE LTD (37/39 ENGINEER LANE)
On what date did Engineers House Ltd apply for planning permission for a 98
bedroom 4 star hotel and 48 serviced flats at 37/39 Engineer Lane?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answer to Question 702 of 2007
DPC considered the applications from WSRM for planning permission in Engineer
Lane on the following dates:
(a)

WSRM application at FP81 and CP39A, Engineer Lane was first
discussed by DPC on 15 August 2006.
DPC wrote to WSRM on 13 September 2006 and on 14 August 2007 to
request scheme to be amended to exclude Crown Property.

(b)

J Langdon (Engineers House Ltd) application at FP697, 37-39 Engineer
Lane was first discussed by DPC on 8 February 2007.

Due to an ownership dispute and therefore failure to comply with a procedural
notification, the Commission has not given substantive consideration to the
application and therefore has not made a formal decision. The Commission has not
therefore been able to communicate a formal decision on the application.

Answer to Question 703 of 2007
The application was received on 11th July 2006.

Answer to Question 704 of 2007
The application was dated 1st December 2006.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 702 TO 704 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
The last time we discussed this issue the Minister said the Government had more or
less told interested parties to try and come together to arrive at some kind of
understanding. Is that no longer the case?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
Yes, that is no longer the case.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
In order to come to a final decision on the Engineer House application, can the
Government say whether they are waiting for the applicant to supply some
information or what the position is?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
There has been an alternative scheme put together in relation to the Engineer House
application which is currently under consideration by DPC but is actually limited to
the site that they have and the building that they have, rather than what they were
aspiring to which involved Crown Property, public car parking et cetera, which was
not something the Government could accept.
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ORAL

NO. 705 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – DRAFT DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Can Government say how many representations have been received to date in
respect of the Draft Development Plan?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

There have been 171 letters of representation.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 705 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Is the Minister in a position to say whether the Plan is now going to be reconsidered
in the light of those letters?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
The Town Planning Department is currently assessing the various representations
that have been made and, in fact, even though there have been 171 representations
a lot of them have got common ground. There is one particular representation which
I believe is the same letter signed by 40 odd individuals that live in a particular area.
So now these are being grouped together and they will be considered shortly by DPC
and then the decision will be made as to whether the amendments are going to be
put forward or not. If they are, then it would have to go to public consultation again.
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ORAL

NO. 706 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DPC – OEM (NORTH GORGE AND BUENA VISTA)
Can Government say whether the planning applications by:
(a) OEM North Gorge Developments Ltd;
(b) OEM Buena Vista Developments Ltd,
have now been considered by the DPC and with what result?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Following consideration by the Development & Planning Commission in February
2007 the applicants were advised of various issues raised by the Commission. The
matter has not been considered further pending the applicant’s response to that.
In respect of Buena Vista, the outline planning permission was granted on 22nd June
2007.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 706 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Are Government in a position to say whether the developer intends to go ahead with
these projects in the light of recent events?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
He no longer has a site with which to proceed with the project. Sorry I thought it was
understood. Part of the consequences of Government repossessing the three
affordable housing schemes, is that these sites, which is all part of the safe
consideration premium, are withdrawn too.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Does the developer then forfeit the premium in relation to these developments, that
he has already paid?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not know in law what the answer to that is, in any case, my legal opinion on the
matter is neither here nor there. These development licences have clauses which
regulate how much the developer is entitled to get back in the event of repossession,
and it is a percentage something less than a hundred of what they put in. Those
clauses are intended to apply, I think, to works done on the site. For example, in
these cases we are inheriting a site where several millions of pounds has already
been xxxxx. These buildings have got foundations and some of them are up to
several floors in height, the Government cannot just keep that value and not account
from the eventual proceeds of sale. So this is not a windfall but there is a
complicated account to be carried out so it is not just a question of writing a cheque
for the amount that they have put in because they were……… In other words, what
the Government is not going to do is relieve them of the loss that they were intended
to have to suffer on these affordable housing schemes. But on the other hand, that
loss was supposed to be compensated by their development opportunity on the
Buena Vista site which they have lost. So either if these guys steps back into the
picture in some circumstance, either there would have to be an account to make sure
that the loss does not stay with the Government, because the affordable housing
schemes are always intended to be loss making by themselves. In the hands of the
developer, he was going to recover his losses as part of the profit in the Buena Vista
site, this is in his cash flow, in his accounting. Of course, the Government are now
able to sell the Buena Vista plot again. I cannot yet tell him the numbers, how that
mathematics stacks up. From the information that we have seen so far and our
discussions with the contractor, and given the fact that it is a fixed contract price, we
believe that there is no prospect whatsoever of the Government being left with any
loss in respect of these three affordable housing schemes, and what is at stake is
what proportion of the original premium may be due back to them. In other words,
we are not in the realms of possible loss, we are in the realms of calculating whether
and if so how much may be due back to them from the proceeds of sales when they
start flowing in. Remember that the position is at the moment that they have
ploughed money into the sites but have not yet got any of the proceeds of sale from
the purchasers. So far they have only paid……… well it is not true to say they have
had none I think they have paid £1,000 reservation fees but they have not paid any of
the substantial……… So there is an account to be done, it has not yet been done
and that is for the future. But the Government are satisfied that there will be no cost
to the Government in terms of loss in taking over these developments.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is it not the case that, for example, in the Rosia Tanks site there was no premium
paid for the land? That that was provided by the Government at zero.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Subject to confirmation on memory there was a tender bid for the Buena Vista site.
They bid £15 million for the Buena Vista and the Gorge and then in a negotiation the
Government imposed on them the requirement to build the affordable housing
schemes on the other two sites. That is how it went about. So let us call the sites by
their original names as sites rather than the development. The Tower Buildings site,
the Cumberland Buildings site and the Rosia Tanks sites were not actually part of a
tender because there was no profit opportunity there. The prices at which the
Government was requiring these properties to be sold to affordable buyers did not
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permit for the developer to make a profit. The whole idea was that the loss that they
would suffer in the affordable housing schemes would be made up by them through
the profit opportunity together with the rest of the premium on the other site. That is
how the deal was structured in the negotiations that followed the tender.

HON J J BOSSANO:
So the position is that for those sites there was no premium charged for the land by
the Government.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
There was an amount allocated in the lease but a nominal amount, I think £1 million,
allocated to each of those. From memory, a small amount of the premium was
allocated to the site for the purposes of documentation, yes. If the hon Member is
interested in that I can given him the information, from memory I cannot tell him.

HON J J BOSSANO:
What I am trying to establish is the fact that the Government takes over the three
sites which are intended to be for local housing and which people have already
bought the houses that are not there, clearly to ensure that they get finished and the
customers get what they paid for. Surely it would not entitle them to a refund in
respect of any of those three sites, because they did not pay for those sites in the
first place. They may want some money for the work that has been done but the
premium for the open market developments, surely is a separate issue for which the
contract must have dates by which they must do certain things with penalties if they
did not do it, like every other tender normally has.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Correct, except that over and above the premium that they bid in tender for the other
sites, the non-affordable sites, I think the Government made them pay something by
way of premium for the affordable sites. In other words, increased their losses.

HON J J BOSSANO:
What is it that the price that is payable to the contractor is more than the cost at
which the units were put on sale? I think throughout the time that this was being
marketed, it was being marketed on the basis that there was not a commercial level
of profit and that they were sold at nearly cost price but this was slightly more than
cost price compared to the Waterport buildings. At least that is what the literature at
the time indicated.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, but in the hands of a commercial developer cost means more than it does to the
Government. For example, when the Government works out cost in respect of one of
their developments, they may not put in the cost of finance. For the developer, cost
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is not just the cost of the construction contract, it is also the cost of his money whilst
he is constructing and things of that sort. We have seen the cash flows in the
account of the contractor and it is indeed true that there was a loss to be made in
these affordable housing schemes by the developer. In fact it has increased. On
day one the projected loss was £2 million, admittedly it includes things that are not
pure construction contract. It includes things like cost of finance, running his office, a
whole series of things that a businessman would include in his cost base, and that
there was a projected loss of £2 million, which indeed has now increased
substantially because since then there have been additional claims by the contractor
and things of that sort. There is no doubt in the Government’s mind that these three
schemes, with the flats being sold at the amounts that the buyers paid for them,
would have delivered a loss to OEM. We do not think that they are going to deliver a
loss to the Government, in the sense that the amounts that we will have to pay to the
contractor plus any amount that we may have to pay back to OEM together, plus any
other costs that we have to pay as the developer now, for example, utility connection
costs and paying the Electricity Department, all of those costs that the Government
face are covered by the income stream from the sale proceeds. So, the
Government’s definition of whether they are in deficit is very different to OEM’s
calculation of whether it is in deficit. Of course, we have not paid premiums or
anything of that sort and we are not subject to this formula whereby they do not
recover 100 per cent of what they paid in. These formulas in the leases, that the hon
Members who are lawyers across the floor may be more familiar with than I am,
provide for a recovery of a percentage of the amount invested but not 100 per cent of
the amount invested. So it is not the same calculation when the Government’s
pocket is at stake as OEM’s. But I will come back to the hon Member, if he does not
mind my doing so, on the precise allocation of premiums to the various sites because
I have not got it entirely clear in my mind and I just want to make sure that the
information that I have given him is accurate. I believe it is accurate but I just want
the opportunity to confirm it.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is the contractor in each of these sites, I do not know if it is the same one or not, still
able to complete on the original price or are they asking for more money?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
They are completing for the same price that OEM had agreed to pay them originally
plus in subsequent negotiations. In other words, there is nothing extra as a result of
the Government taking over. The original price was a sum of money, during the last
couple of years that sum has increased, either because the developer has asked for
variations or for some reason that under the contract entitled the contractor to more
money. So the contract is now worth more, costs more than it did originally on the
first day that it was signed by OEM. OEM then did a new negotiation which resulted
in the figure going up, we have now inherited that higher figure, it has been in place
for some time, and that figure remains static now until the end of the contract, the
contractor has confirmed. It is an all risks to the contractor fixed price contract, he is
responsible for building the building and handing the keys over to us for that amount
of money, and any increased costs are for the account of the contractor.
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HON J J BOSSANO:
Do the Government have available at the moment what that figure would be,
presumably, now that it is no longer a private company, that figure can be given to us
in the House?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
In any case it is not secret, I think the original contract price was for around £32
million or £33 million and it is around £37 million now. That is for the three projects.
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ORAL

NO. 707 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

FILOMENA HOUSE – STAMP DUTY
How much Stamp duty was paid when Filomena House in Devil’s Tower Road was
sold by the original owner to the original purchaser and how much Stamp Duty was
paid when it was then sold on to Taylor Woodrow at a later stage, giving the date of
both transactions?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

1.

£20,000 Stamp Duty was paid when the property was sold on 1st March 2005
by the original owner to the original purchaser.

2.

The property was surrendered by the original purchaser back to the Crown on
13th September 2006 and Stamp Duty of £30,000 was paid. The Crown then
granted Taylor Woodrow a lease for which £15,000 Stamp Duty was paid.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 707 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
If I can just clarify what the Minister said, did he say £30,000 was paid in Stamp Duty
when the original purchaser surrendered the lease to the Government?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
Yes, originally there was £20,000 Stamp Duty, then subsequently there was £30,000,
then subsequently there was £15,000.

HON G H LICUDI:
Is it £30,000 on surrender to the Government that Stamp Duty was paid?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
I am not really involved in Stamp Duty issues, this is the reply that I have been given.
The property was surrendered by the original purchaser back to the Government, I
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think it was because Taylor Woodrow was insisting on a new lease which allowed
them certain extensions.

HON G H LICUDI:
Are the Government aware of other situations when properties have been
surrendered to the Government and Stamp Duty paid by the surrenderer?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, I hope that more of them are. This is very good revenue for the taxpayer, with
interests we are all here to defend and not the property developers, although they are
entitled to be protected too. If it was done it was because they wanted it to be done.

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
In fact, in supplementary information I have here it says that there are a number of
cases where this has happened before. They actually give me some examples of
when this has been done before.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I take the separate point that the hon Member is making that, even leaving to one
side the question of whether it makes sense for somebody to surrender and obtain
and that is an issue, and even allowing for the fact that I cannot remember the date
on which Stamp Duty was increased for properties above a certain value, remember
we did that. But still, £30,0000 on a surrender of a lease when only £20,000 had
been paid for the original assignment of the lease and then £15,000 paid when a
new, presumably longer more valuable lease was issued, I think those numbers may
be juxtaposed. Logically the £30,000 would be the last transaction and not the
middle transaction. So I think we may just check that. It certainly did not lose value
as a result of being temporarily surrendered back to the Government.

HON F R PICARDO:
I mean the hon Member reminded us in the debate on the Stamp Duty that the
Stamp Duty is a tax on the document. It does not seem to me to make sense that
the Government should be in receipt of Stamp Duty for a document which returns
property to the Government, even if for the purposes of then the Government
granting a new lease. It just does not seem to make sense.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not know whether it makes sense to him or not. It appears to have made sense
to those who drafted the legislation in the first place. I do not think the legislation
exempts Stamp Duties for documents involving the Crown either as grantor or
grantee. On that basis most Crown leases would not pay Stamp Duty.
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HON F R PICARDO:
What is the cash value on a surrender on which the Stamp Duty is raised?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
There is a conveyance of property value. This threatens to become a lawyers’
convention, including the lawyer speaking from the Chair. I think the point the hon
Member was making was whether the surrenderer should be paying Stamp Duty on
the deed of surrender, given that he was surrendering back to the original owner or to
the head owner of the property namely the Crown. The Crown itself does not pay
Stamp Duty.

HON F R PICARDO:
I think what we agree on is that there seems to be something which does not tally
and that it may make sense, perhaps even later on in this Session, if possible, to
come back having checked those figures because they certainly do not appear to
make sense.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
On the figures?

HON F R PICARDO:
Yes, absolutely.

HON G H LICUDI:
Do the Government know whether the surrender and subsequently the grant of a
new lease was part of the same agreed transaction or whether they were totally
independent, where somebody simply surrendered a lease and a new purchaser for
the site was found by the Government?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
If I recall, there was an element of connection and, in fact, I think the Government
were asked to waive and we refused. I think Taylor Woodrow was only interested in
the purchase on the basis that certain other things were xxxxx, which were not
permitted by the original, so there was this choreography but the Government
declined to be just mechanically part with that without the amount due on Stamp Duty
being paid. If their interest required them to go through certain mechanics and that
mechanics exposed them to taxation then they had to suffer the taxation.
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ORAL

NO. 708 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

ROSIA BAY DEVELOPMENT
Have Government now reached a policy decision on the development of Rosia Bay?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

No, Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 708 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Are Government in a position to say since we last discussed this in the House, what
different options they are looking at for the area in terms of its use?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
The options are that, obviously, the Government want to see the development at
Rosia Bay to include leisure, water sports, public bathing facilities et cetera. I think
we intimated to him last time we discussed this in the House, that there was a
particular proposal that the Government was giving consideration to. Unfortunately
the calling of the Elections, this summer recess et cetera, made it very difficult for us
to process that. Contact has now been re-established since then and I am awaiting
further developments shortly.
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ORAL

NO. 709 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

CP1401 (6 BAYSIDE ROAD)
Can Government give the area in square metres of the plot of land at CP 1401 at 6
Bayside Road where Lord Napier Mews Ltd intend to build an office block with car
parking?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question No. 710 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 710 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

CP1401 (6 BAYSIDE ROAD)
Can Government say what was the premium paid by Lord Napier Mews Ltd in
respect of the land at 6 Bayside Road CP1401 where they intend to build an office
block with car parking?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answer to Question 709 of 2007
The area of CP 1401 at Bayside Road is 4835 square metres.

Answer to Question 710 of 2007
No premium was paid.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 709 AND 710 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
The last time we discussed this I think the Minister mentioned negotiations with the
developer for some kind of premium for that land. Is that the case?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
The question he is asking is in respect of the land. The land was actually acquired
when let me call it the Ocean Village group of companies, there are a number of
companies one never knows which one is what, bought over Marina Bay. They had
that land included as part of the purchase of Marina Bay. What they negotiated with
the Government was obviously premium in respect of the development of the site but
not the actual land which is what the question is asking. In fact, that land under the
Marina Bay ownership had already acquired some development rights. So the
premium that was negotiated with the Government was the enhanced, shall we say,
scheme that they wanted to put above what was originally in the kitty, if I can call it
that, in Marina Bay.
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HON J J BOSSANO:
But then in fact, on the basis of that final answer that we have had from the Minister,
there was a premium paid for that land initially as part of the bigger deals. Does the
Minister have a notion of how much of the overall premium that was paid by the
Ocean Village for the whole thing, how much pro rata would that 4,835 square
metres have cost the developer before he paid the additional premium for enhancing
the value of the land by doing more on it he had already paid the premium for the
land? That is what we have been told. But not separately as part of an overall
package of land? Is that the case?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
I do not think that that is right. I think that Marina Bay had a site to build a multistorey car park and they had that right already acquired. When Ocean Village
purchased Marina Bay they wanted to make an additional development over that
piece of land, which included the multi-storey car park that they already had the right
for, and therefore the Government negotiated what would be the additional premium
to be able to put together the enhanced project.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Was the original land holding of Marina Bay just a question of changing the use of
the area or was there an extension of the length of the lease as well for that area?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No there was not an extension of the lease, they had already acquired a lease for
that area but to build solely a multi-storey car park and they wanted to enhance that
by incorporating some commercial and some office accommodation as well.
Therefore, we had to negotiate a premium in respect of the additional facilities they
wished to incorporate.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can he say what that premium was?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
Yes, the additional premium was £500,000.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Just to clarify, £500,000 were granted because they were changing it from a car park
to a car park with office and commercial?
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HON J J HOLLIDAY:
That is correct. The original scheme was just the multi-storey car park. The
additional development represented an additional 1,921 square metres of additional
commercial and 165 additional parking spaces as well. So it was not just an
enhanced project with commercial and offices, it actually enhanced the number of car
parking as well.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I assume the hon Members have finished on that question, perhaps I could provide
now, what my honourable Colleague had available to him in this peculiar form that
Ministers are provided with information, it is rather complicated and it may not have
occurred to him that he actually had the legal answer to the structure. The structure
to the transaction that we discussed before is not the ones that the hon Members
assume. The numbers are right, by the way, as given in the answer. The reason is
that actually more information has been given in the answer than the question strictly
called for. The question assumes, wrongly, that there was only one transaction, one
buyer and one seller, and that that one buyer swapped the lease with the
Government for a longer one. That appears not to have been the case. What
appears to have happened is that the original seller, the family that has lived there for
many years, sold the house for a sum of money to a company. That company then
sold the property to Taylor Woodrow for a higher sum of money. The first transaction
suffered Stamp Duty at £20,000, the first sale let us call it that. The second sale
suffered Stamp Duty at £30,000 but took the form of a surrender. That is when the
Government was brought into the picture. Taylor Woodrow paid this company that
sum of money which was reflected in the deed of surrender back to the Crown, so
that there was not an assignment, it was all done in a deed of surrender. Then
Taylor Woodrow paid the Crown a further sum of money on the very same day as the
deed of surrender for the grant of an extended lease. That is the sum that suffered
duty at £15,000. The £15,000 last mentioned in the question is the premium for the
extension of term element.

HON F R PICARDO:
Is it premium or Stamp Duty on premium?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, Stamp Duty on premium on that. The £30,000 is in effect the duty on the
second sale at the higher value, the sale to Taylor Woodrow and the first sum
mentioned in the answer of £20,000 was the Stamp Duty on the sale, documented as
a sale in the conventional way, between the family in question and the first buyer.
The first buyer that then became the seller to Taylor Woodrow in the second sale
transaction. So the numbers are right and we were all getting confused because
there is one extra sale in there over and above the one that we were discussing
before.
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HON F R PICARDO:
What are the enhancements to the lease that the Government granted? The longer
period and, if so, what period?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
There would have been user issues, length issues.

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
I do not have the information readily available but I know that, obviously, Taylor
Woodrow would not construct a development like that unless they had a 150 year
lease, for example, and I know the original property owners had a relatively short
lease compared to the 150 years. But I cannot really recall what that was, but maybe
it was 40 or 50 years left or 30 years, something like that.

HON F R PICARDO:
Surely no change of use issues because it was and still is residential use?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, but the xxxxx right is a change of user in a sense. In the sense that it is multiresidential as opposed to single family residential.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can I clarify a point? The original question asked for two sales, one from the original
owner to the original purchaser on which Stamp Duty was paid. When did that
happen or what was the Stamp Duty? Then it asked from the original purchaser to
Taylor Woodrow what was the Stamp Duty and what was the date? Is it two dates
and two……...?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, the bit of information that the hon Member has been given in the answer that he
did not ask for, is the last £15,000 of Stamp Duty relating to the increase of term.
That is not asked for in the question but is provided in the answer.

HON G H LICUDI:
Presumably that Stamp Duty in relation to the increase in term relates to a premium
paid by the developer. Do Government know the amount of the premium paid to
Government?
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HON J J HOLLIDAY:
We are talking about the premium paid by Taylor Woodrow which is £600,000. It can
be worked out, it is mathematical.
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ORAL

NO. 711 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

THE ANCHORAGE
Can Government provide the cost, with a breakdown of moving the entities on the
site of The Anchorage into the Victualling Yard?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 712 and 713 of 2007.

568

ORAL

NO. 712 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

THE ANCHORAGE
Can Government provide the net income figure from The Anchorage project after the
entities occupying the site had been reallocated?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 711 and 713 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 713 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

THE ANCHORAGE
How much additional land in square metres at The Anchorage site was sold to
developers for £505,000?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answer to Question 711 of 2007
The cost of moving the Police and the kennels to Victualling Yard amounted to
£264,690 and £446,504 respectively.

Answer to Question 712 of 2007

The net income received from The Anchorage project amounted to £1,456,608.

Answer to Question 713 of 2007
The additional land disposed of at The Anchorage site by way of a supplemental
lease was for a consideration of £505,000 representing approximately 613 square
metres of land area.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 711 TO 713 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
In relation to Question No. 711, can the Government confirm whether that cost was
actually paid for by Government itself?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
Yes it was paid by Government but what I am not too sure is whether these costs
were actually borne by one of the property companies or development companies.
They were definitely paid by the Government but I think it was actually paid through
one of the Government-owned companies.
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ORAL

NO. 714 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

91 QUEENSWAY
Can Government say whether the tender for the plot of land at 91 Queensway has
now been awarded and if so when, to whom and in what amount?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 715 to 718 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 715 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

91 QUEENSWAY
Can Government give the surface area in square metres of the plot of land at 91
Queensway?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 714 and 716 to 718 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 716 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

OCEAN VILLAGE
Can Government say what premium was paid by the Ocean Village group for the
construction on water of the boardwalk site and the reclamation and construction of
the site that the Casino will be moving into, with the area of each in square metres?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 714, 715, 717 and 718 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 717 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

QUEENSWAY QUAY – THE SAILS
What was the area in square metres in respect of which Queensway Quay The Sails
paid the Government £1,026,000?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 714 to 716 and 718 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 718 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

ST PETER’S SCHOOL, CATALAN BAY
What was the area in square metres of the plot of land at ex-St Peter’s School,
Catalan Bay that was sold to developers for £750,000?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answer to Question 714 of 2007
The tender was awarded to NHOW Ltd, a subsidiary of Sharrock Shands Ltd on the
23rd April 2007 in the sum of £106,000 plus the surrender of land at the Waterport
Desalination Plant area.

Answer to Question 715 of 2007
The area questioned under Question 715 is 282 m2 approximately.

Answer to Question 716 of 2007
No additional premium payment was made for the Heart Island aspect of the
development into which the Casino will be moving to, nor in respect of the boardwalk
site on which three kiosks are being constructed.

Answer to Question 717 of 2007
Queensway Quay Marina Ltd paid the Government £1,026,000 for The Sails
development at Queensway Quay Marina, on a plot of land of 4260 square metres.

Answer to Question 718 of 2007
The area in question in respect of ex St Peter’s School is approximately 588 square
metres.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 714 TO 718 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
In relation to Question No. 714, the Minister said the tender was awarded for
£106,000 and the surrender of the plot of land in Waterport. What was the value of
that plot of land?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
I am not sure if there was a value actually attributed to that but definitely it is of great
value to the Government to have that area in the Waterport Desalination Plant
handed back to the Government. In any case, I think Sharrock Shand was actually
the highest bidder, and if they were not the highest bidder they were up there, so the
value to the Government in terms of not just financial but actually the return of land
was something that way outbid any other of the tender bids that were submitted at
the time.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can the Minister say in relation to Ocean Village not paying a premium for the land
where the Casino will be moving into, the sea which is now being reclaimed, whether
that was part of the Sheppard’s Marina area or lease or what?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
Well, I think that the advice that we had from Land Property Services was that a
development such as this, which is basically in the sea, had a negative value in terms
of land, so therefore there was no premium that was due in respect of that particular
aspect of the actual project itself. The premium was paid, obviously, for other areas
of the land but in respect of that specific area the hon Member is asking for there was
a negative value attributed to it.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can the Minister explain what he means by a negative value?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, the formula that LPS use and have always used for premium value of land is
based on the value of it to the developer or to the exploiter of it or the seller of it. In
the case of reclamations from the sea, the cost of reclamation and creating of the
land can be more than the land would be worth if it was there already and up for sale.
It depends on the location, the access, who could benefit from it, there are a number
of factors that go in and from time to time different bits of land have different
valuations of that. There is a formula, if he asks me what the formula is I would not
be able to tell him, but that is what is meant by negative value. In other words, there
is no premium value. This is not a piece of land, this is the right to fill in a bit of the
sea and create a piece of land.

576

HON J J BOSSANO:
So the Chief Minister is saying that an exercise was done as to what the cost of that
particular bit of what is going on there was so as to put a casino on it and they
concluded that if the land had already been there and they had to buy it, it would
have been cheaper than it cost to create it. That is the answer. So, presumably,
how that conclusion was reached is something that is available in terms of
information. Not readily available now, because it seems a very peculiar conclusion
to come to.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, it is not a particularly peculiar conclusion, it is peculiar in certain circumstances
but not necessarily peculiar in all circumstances. If the hon Member wants to know
what the formula is by which LPS, I understand the formula is the same as it has
always been by the way, it has not been changed by us, we would be perfectly
happy……… Well, we are talking about reclamations, this is not sale of land. This is,
if one likes, allowing the seabed to be used to be filled up to create an asset which
then becomes of value to the community as well as to the developer. But he has to
create the land. Some reclamations are valuable. For example, in the Western
Beach development the Government have taken the view that rather than allow
somebody to develop that to reclaim that and keep it, that the Government would not
do that in that case because it was cheaper for the Government to do it themselves
and then sell off the bits and make a profit, which is what the proposer was wanting
to do. It depends on the plot of land. Some reclamations have a net value after the
cost of creating the land and some reclamations do not. These are not decisions
made at Ministerial level, there is a formula, I do not know if it is public or whether it is
in the public domain, but it is not a secret and the hon Member is perfectly welcome
to know what it is. I am sure the Minister will write to him and tell him if he would like
it.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Surely whatever the formula, somebody must be exercising a judgement that, for
example, if the land is going to be used to put a fish and chip shop, then the use to
which one is going to put the land gives the land a value that may be less. But if one
puts a casino on it………

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
My understanding of the formula is that it does not take account of the end user. It
takes account of the end user in terms of commercial, residential, whether it is a car
park but whether one then chooses in the building that one builds to lease it out to
somebody who wants it……… Remember at the time that this happened they had no
commitment from the casino, the casino came later. Now, my understanding of the
formula is that it is not quite so refined as to differentiate between different types of
commercial occupancy, as opposed to commercial occupancy.
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HON J J BOSSANO:
Presumably the people who bought that place had to obtain the permission of the
Government to covert the water into land.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Correct.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Just like when I asked some time ago about Queensway Quay, the Chief Minister
told me that when they reclaimed land there to build flats they both paid for the
reclamation themselves and paid the Government a premium for being permitted to
do it. Now in this case the formula did not produce that because presumably, at the
time that they were given permission to do it they did not say what was going to go
on it. Is that the case?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No, the difference between for example The Sails and this particular case is that
when LPS does take into account the actual area that is going to be built there and
categorises it, because they have different values be it residential, commercial, or
whatever, in the case of The Sails in Queensway Quay there were residentials that
were going to be built and those had a value. In the case of the Heart Island it was a
commercial and therefore the values are different. So in the formula they can
actually come up with a negative value attached to it. Obviously, if there is a
negative value we do not actually pay them to do the reclamation the same as if
there is a premium. I think one also has to bear in mind that in the case of the Heart
Island, the actual sea was within their lease. The sea belonged to the marina area, it
was theirs, it was not that they were acquiring it. What they wanted was the right to
be able to develop it and to actually make it into land and build on it. But they had an
original interest, an original value there as well because it was within their lease.

HON J J BOSSANO:
But surely, the fact that somebody has got a marina and therefore has got, obviously,
as part of his business the right to park boats, does not mean that he can then
convert the sea into land in a place which is only a couple of metres depth. This is
not reclaiming land at 20 metre depths, that is very shallow water with very low
reclamation costs, in the context of all the reclamation going on around it. I certainly
look forward to seeing that formula but I think we will have to come back with more
questions on that.
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ORAL

NO. 719 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DEVELOPMENT AID LICENCE NO. 1/2007 AND 1/2007 – KING’S WHARF
Can Government say why Development Aid Licence 1/2006 which was issued to
King’s Wharf Ltd was cancelled and a new Licence 1/2007 was issued?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

After Development Aid Licence No 1/2006 was issued to Kings Wharf Limited, it was
brought to the Development Aid Advisory Committee’s attention by the developer that
they had mistakenly omitted to include in the application details of the various
amenities which they were proposing to include in the project.
On the Committee’s advice the developer was invited to submit further details on
these amenities. As a result the original rate of development aid granted was
increased from 20 per cent to 30 per cent.
Due to this change of rate the applicant was instructed to surrender the Development
Aid Licence already issued (No 1/2006) and a new Development Aid Licence (No
1/2007) reflecting this change was issued.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 719 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
What were the amenities in question?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
I cannot exactly recollect what they were but I believe they were amenities in the sea
front area and the fact that they had to allow a certain space for public access to the
front of the development and some of the amenities they were offering the public, in
order to ensure that they met some of the requirements that had been set by the
Development and Planning Commission.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
This was brought to the attention of the Government by the developers, is that right?
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HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No, I think when the licence was granted originally they obviously looked at the
specifications that had been allowed or not allowed and they realised that a chunk of
their development had not been included by them originally. So they asked whether
they could resubmit the additional stuff and the Committee agreed to allow them to
resubmit the actual details of the project that had been omitted originally.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Both in relation to the 2006 application as it appeared, there is a reference in the
licence to these amenities. There is a reference in the licence to the amenities in the
2006 licence, so what was it that they left out?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
I think I have said, when they originally applied which led to the granting of Licence
No. 1/2006, they had omitted to include some of their amenities which would allow
them the flexibility or the Committee to reconsider the level of development aid that
can be granted. For example, in the case of Ocean Village which we have just been
discussing, the level of development aid that was granted to a project that has public
amenities, commercial and leisure facilities is higher than if it were just a block of flats
with no amenities whatsoever. I think that is where they fell foul in the sense that
they put in the application just for the basic scheme and forgot to mention all the
other amenities that they were putting into the project.

580

ORAL

NO. 720 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DEVELOPMENT AID LICENCE
Can Government specify in respect of each financial year since 1996/7 which
projects were completed that had received a Development Aid Licence and of these
projects the date by which accounts were submitted and what was the amount
granted in Development Aid based on the estimate of the construction costs?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 721 to 724 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 721 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

TRADE LICENCE ACT – DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
Can Government list all the development projects, whether completed or under
construction, which enjoy exemption under section 16(4) of the Trade Licence Act?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 720 and 722 to 724 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 722 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DEVELOPMENT AID
Can Government say which development projects enjoying exemption under section
16(4) of the Trade Licence Act also enjoy development aid, showing the percentage
of aid in each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 720, 721 and 723 to 724 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 723 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DEVELOPMENT AID
Can Government list the development projects which are not yet complete and which
have been granted development aid as at 31 October 2007, giving the number of the
licence, the date when development aid was originally granted, and the date by
which the project had to be complete in order to qualify for development aid?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 720, to 722 and 724 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 724 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DEVELOPMENT AID
Can Government list the projects which are not yet complete and which have been
granted development aid where extensions of time have been granted for the
purposes of the Development Aid Act, showing the projects and the time extension?
ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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ORAL

NO. 725 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DEVELOPMENT AID
Can Government say whether the benefit of development aid has been withdrawn
from any developer in 2007 as a result of not having adhered to the conditions of the
licence?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

In 2007 Government has not had to withdraw the benefit of development aid from
any developer for not adhering to the conditions on the licence.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 725 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can the Minister say whether there have been any extensions to completion dates in
this period?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
There have been extensions but there are some kinds of extensions that are
requested by the developers when they see that they are not meeting their deadlines
which were originally set, maybe when the development was initiated. In fact, the
House will recall that legislation was passed in the House, I think last year, in order to
put a system in place where if they did not make relevant representations to the
Committee within a specific time scale, they would lose out and not have a situation
where they used to actually apply after the deadline. The Committee decided that
was something they would not accept and legislation was passed in order to
reinforce the system.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
We are assuming that nobody has applied for an extension since we passed that?
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HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No, I cannot confirm whether there has been an extension or not. I know that there is
a meeting of the Committee later on this month and I think I have been given the
agenda for that meeting and there is a request for an extension, but it is within the
required time scale, I assume. I think the hon Member has to understand that the
Development Aid Committee has got a secretariat where everything is handled by
them. Then there is the Committee that meets and recommendations are made to
the Minister, it is not I who actually sits. Okay, the final decision is taken by the
Minister but always following the recommendations of the Committee. It is an
advisory committee and not a situation where I actually personally take the decision
without recommendations of the Committee itself.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Would the Minister recall when the last meeting of the Development Aid Committee
was?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
I could actually check my diary, it would mean going back. I think the last meeting
must have been held before the Election. I assume it might have probably been in
August or June, I was away for most of July. But I can confirm a date to the hon
Member when that took place.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Up to that point nobody had asked for an extension?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No, I am saying that I cannot confirm otherwise, I cannot recall the details of that but I
am happy to write to the hon Member if he wishes, confirming whether that has been
the case. I think I have seen on the agenda for the meeting to be held next week that
there is a request for an extension. But, retrospectively, it is now a few months and I
really cannot recall.

594

ORAL

NO. 726 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

THE NEW ALOES
Can Government say whether it was a condition of the sale of The New Aloes that
the successful tenderer had to live there?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question No. 727 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 727 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

LIND HOUSE
Can Government say whether the tender conditions governing the sale of Lind House
allowed for the building to be demolished completely and a new one constructed in
its place, and whether the successful tenderer had to live in it rather than sell the
property on?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answer to Question 726 of 2007
It was a condition of tender of The New Aloes that the successful tenderer had to
occupy the property for the sole use of residential accommodation for the tenderer
and family.

Answer to Question 727 of 2007
The tender conditions did not prevent the demolition and rebuilding of Lind House.
This was an open market sale and there was no condition that obliged the successful
tenderer to live in the property. The owner can sell the property after seeking the
consent of the Government, as is the case in all other similar residential sales.
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ORAL

NO. 728 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

TENDER – BEACH CONCESSIONS
Can Government list the successful tenderers in respect of the tenders for “Beach
Concessions – Kiosks” and “Beach Concession”, with a breakdown showing the
beach in question, the nature of the concession, and the amount paid in each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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SCHEDULE TO QUESTION 728 OF 2007

EASTERN BEACH:
Sunrise Kiosk
Maurice Sene and Paul Parody
£325.00 for 13 weeks
Latino’s on the Beach
Hire of sunbeds and beach umbrellas
Tony Ellul, Jimmy Ellul and Michael Pitaluga
£325.00 for 13 weeks
CAMP BAY:
Willy’s Return Kiosk
William Parody
£325.00 for 13 weeks
LITTLE BAY:
Sunset Kiosk
Angel Debono
£325.00 for 13 weeks
WESTERN BEACH:
Matthew’s Chiringuito
Clive Chichon
£325.00 for 13 weeks
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ORAL

NO. 729 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR FEDERATION OF SMALL BUSINESSES – RENT
Can Government say what is the rent they are asking from the Gibraltar Federation
of Small Businesses in respect of its premises in Irish Town and what is the area of
the premises in square metres?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question No. 730 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 730 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR FEDERATION OF SMALL BUSINESSES – RENT
Can Government say on what date they proposed to increase the rent of the
premises of the Gibraltar Federation of Small Businesses, and what was the rent
paid before this increase?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answer to Question 729 of 2007
The rent being requested from the GFSB is £500 per month.
premises is 150m2 (1615 sq ft).

The area of the

Answer to Question 730 of 2007
A notice terminating the tenancy on 31st July 2005 was sent on 11th January 2005
with a view to bringing the tenancy terms in line with the Chamber of Commerce, that
is, an increase in rent with effect from 1st August 2005 and a new lease. The rent
paid prior to this date was £100 per month.
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ORAL

NO. 731 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DTI – BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Can Government say whether the post of Business Development Officer in the
Department of Trade and Industry has now been filled?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

No, Sir. The post has not been filled.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 731 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Are people being interviewed for the vacancy?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
There were some interviews conducted at the time and no suitable candidates were
identified. Then subsequently the decision was taken not to recruit this particular
officer in the short term until the particular unit it was intended to work grew and the
need arose for a person to be recruited. That has not happened up till now.
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ORAL

NO. 732 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – WORLD TRAVEL MARKET
What was the cost, with a breakdown, of Gibraltar’s attendance and participation at
the World Travel Market in November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 733 to 735 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 733 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – WORLD TRAVEL MARKET
What was the area in square metres of the Gibraltar stand at the World Travel Market
in 2007, and what was the area of the stand in 2003?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 732, 734 and 735 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 734 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – WORLD TRAVEL MARKET
Can Government say what financial contribution to the cost of the stand was made
by the members of Gibraltar’s tourism industry who attended the World Travel Market
in London in 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 732, 733 and 735 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 735 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – WORLD TRAVEL MARKET
Can Government say whether their decision to have a Gibraltar stand at the World
Travel Market this year had the unanimous support of the UKGTA?

ANSWER
THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

The cost of attending the World Travel Market consisted of the following items:

Space
Stand
Flights
Hotel
Subsistence
Expenses
Train
Courier
Invitation Letters

£
19,022.52
45,711.58
1,885.00
956.75
102.43
87.80
29.80
308.00
301.36
£68,405.24

Answer to Question 733 of 2007
The area in square metres of the Gibraltar stand at the World Travel Market in 2007
was 54 square metres. In 2003 the area was 42 square metres.

Answer to Question 734 of 2007
The financial contribution to the cost of the stand made by members of Gibraltar’s
tourism industry was £5,500.

Answer to Question 735 of 2007
The issue of participating or not was not put to the vote. However, no objections
were raised. On the contrary, all members thought it was wise to return to the World
Travel Market.
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ORAL

NO. 736 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – WORLD TRAVEL MARKET
How many persons from Gibraltar made up the official Gibraltar delegation to the
World Travel Market in London in 2007 and what posts do they hold?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 737 and 738 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 737 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – WORLD TRAVEL MARKET
How many persons from the Gibraltar office in London made up the official Gibraltar
delegation to the World Travel Market in London in 2007 and what posts do they
hold?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 736 and 738 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 738 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – WORLD TRAVEL MARKET
How many persons attended the products training session which took place on the
last day of the World Travel Market in London in 2007, what positions do they hold
and who did they represent?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Schedule to Question 738

Answer to Question 736
The following persons made up the official Gibraltar delegation to the World Travel
Market in London in 2007:
Mr N Guerrero – Chief Executive, Gibraltar Tourist Boar
Mr P Canessa – Principal Private Secretary, Ministry for Enterprise,
Development & Technology

Answer to Question 737
Six members of the Gibraltar Office in London made up the official Gibraltar
delegation to the World Travel Market in London in 2007.
Mr Albert Poggio
Mr Ian Leyde
Ms Sara McFadyen
Miss Claire Lerner
Miss Kelly Bensadon
Mrs Beverley Black

Director
Sales Manager
PA to Mr Albert Poggio
Marketing Executive
Marketing Executive
Marketing Executive

Answer to Question 738
A total number of 14 people attended the Training Session which took place at the
World Travel Market in London and company positions are as follows:
Sales Consultant
Sales Consultant
Product Manager
Managing Director
Director
Manager
Managing Director
Marketing Manager
Sales Consultant
Director
Head of Tourism
Senior Student
Senior Student
Senior Student

Thomas Cook
Thomas Cook
Goodacre Townsend
Expert Travel
Expert Travel
Expert Travel
Stowaway Travel
Scotts Travel
Dalton Travel
Banana Travel
City of London College
City of London College
City of London College
City of London College
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NO. 739 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – INTUR
What was the cost, with a breakdown, of Gibraltar’s participation at Intur in Valladolid
from 22-25 November, how many persons made up the official Gibraltar delegation
and what posts do they hold?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
However, I would just like to draw his attention to the fact that some of the totals that
appear there may vary due to the fact that some of the invoices have not yet been
received to pay, so the exchange rate may differ because, obviously, most of the
invoices are in euros.
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SCHEDULE TO QUESTION 739 OF 2007

The total sum may vary later due to the fact that some of the invoices have not been
received/paid yet, so the rate of exchange may be different at time of paying.

Stand
Subsistence
Travel Expenses
Hired Car
Hotels
Courier
Bus Travel
Cocktail Party
Stand furniture
Total

£
788.92
840.49
210.97
170.34
1,284.78
80.88
72.79
551.00
1,748.53
£5,748.70

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 739 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIAS:
The second half of the question has not been answered in the schedule that has
been handed.

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
Yes, indeed the hon Member is correct, but I can given him the information because
as a result of the breakdown of expenses I can tell him that from Gibraltar we had the
Chief Executive, the Sales and Marketing Manager and the Sales Marketing
Assistant and one officer from the Madrid Office.
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ORAL

NO. 740 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – INTUR
Can Government say how the £99.06 in mileage from Gibraltar to Malaga and back
in respect of the Intur 2006 Conference was calculated?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

The mileage was calculated as follows:
Distance travelled Gibraltar to Malaga Airport and return – 254 kms
Rate per kilometre - £0.39p
Total (254 x 0.39) = £99.06
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NO. 741 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – FITUR
What was the cost, with a breakdown, of Gibraltar’s participation in FITUR in January
of this year, how many persons made up the Gibraltar delegation and what offices do
they hold?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

This question has already been asked and answered under Question No. 254 of
2007. I am handing the hon Member another copy if he so wishes but the question
has already been dealt with when we met in February. In fact, the question actually
said FITUR in May originally. FITUR is not in May it is in January.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 741 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
There was a press release issued by the Government dated 3rd May which says on
the eve of FITUR the Hon Joe Holliday, Minister for Tourism hosted a reception in
Madrid, that is dated the 3rd May.

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
Normally I do that on the 29th January every year which is the night before people
start arriving. The hon Member should know that FITUR is in January every year.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Yes and the Minister should issue press releases with the right dates on them.

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
Sorry.
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ORAL

N0. 742 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – FITUR
How many Spanish travel journalists attended the eve of FITUR reception for
journalists hosted by the Minister and what media did they represent?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

The same applies actually to this question. This question was asked as Question
No. 255 of 2007. So I am happy to give the hon Member the information that was
given to him at the time because it still stands.
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NO. 743 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – COST OF ADVERT “CAPTIVATING”
Can Government say what was the cost of the advert entitled “Captivating” that
appeared in the travel section of the Sunday Telegraph recently, whether this advert
has appeared anywhere else and if so where and at what cost?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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SCHEDULE TO QUESTION 743

Sunday Telegraph – 29.04.07
Daily Telegraph -09.06.07

-

£2,044.04
£2,044.04

-

€2,300
€1,800
€1,800

“CAUTIVADOR”
- Air Classe - Apr/May ’07
- Viajeros del Mundo - May ’07
- Air Comet - May ’07

“CAPTIVATING”
- Olive Press – May ’07
- Portugal News – Xmas ’07 Special -

£307.60
£799

616

ORAL

NO. 744 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – SEATRADE, MIAMI
What was the cost, with a breakdown, of Gibraltar’s participation in the Seatrade
Cruise Shipping Convention in Miami in March, how many persons made up the
delegation from Gibraltar and what offices do they hold?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

The cost with a breakdown of Gibraltar’s participation in the Seatrade Shipping
Convention in Miami in March was as follows:
Stand space and construction £17,187.97
Registration fee
363.28
Travel, accommodation
10,698.35
£28,249.60
Three people made up the delegation from Gibraltar: The Director of the London
Office who is also the Vice President of MedCruise, the Chief Executive of the
Gibraltar Tourist Board and a Senior Information Officer from the London Office
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NO. 745 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – EIBTM
What was the cost, with a breakdown, of Gibraltar’s participation at the European
Incentive and Business Travel Market (EIBTM) in Barcelona from 27-29 November
2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

This exhibition only finished on 29 November 2007 and consequently all the relevant
invoices have not yet been received. I would suggest that the hon Member should
ask this question at a future meeting of this House.
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NO. 746 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – CITY BREAK EXHIBITION, ATHENS
What was the cost of Gibraltar’s participation, with a breakdown, in the City Break
Exhibition in Athens, Greece from 11-13 June, who made up the Gibraltar delegation
and what offices do they hold?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Schedule to Question 746 of 2007
Subsistence
Flights
Hotel
Freight
Courier
Transfers
Car Park
Expenses
Advert
Total

724.48
1,505.20
799.80
489.26
150.00
121.00
18.00
65.49
1,075.00
£4,948.23

The exhibition was attended by the Chief Executive and Marketing Manager of the
Gibraltar Tourist Board, Messrs N Guerrero and D Ferrar.
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NO. 747 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – VISIT BY SPANISH JOURNALISTS
What was the cost, with a breakdown, of the visit to Gibraltar of a group of Spanish
journalists from 30 April – 2 May?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

The cost with a breakdown of the visit to Gibraltar of a group of Spanish journalists
from 30th April to 2nd May is as follows:
Iberia flight taxes
GB Airways flight taxes
Courier
Gibraltar Chronicle copies (x9)
Total

132.20
270.10
60.00
4.50
£466.80

Flights, accommodation, meals, transport and tours were all complimentary.
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ORAL

NO. 748 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – VISIT BY UK JOURNALISTS
What was the cost, with a breakdown, of the visit to Gibraltar of a group of UK
journalists from 2 May – 4 May?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY
The cost with a breakdown of a visit to Gibraltar of a group of UK journalists from 2nd
May to 4th May is as follows:
Hotel for 6 journalists
Flight taxes

£1650
£ 339
£1989

Meals, tours, transfers and flights were complimentary.
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NO. 749 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – TOURISM MARKETING BUDGET
Can Government say how much of the Tourism Marketing budget of £900,000
estimated for 2007/2008 has been spent to date, showing a breakdown of the
amount, who it was paid to, for what purpose and when?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Schedule to Question 749

AS AT
27.11.07

MARKETING, PROMOTIONS & ADVERTISING
VOTE

EXP

BALANCE

2007/2008

TO DATE

AVAILABLE

LITERATURE

TOTAL

£127,900.00

£37,995.20

£89,904.80

ACTIVITY (TRADE)

TOTAL

£56,300.00

£5,278.34

£51,021.66

ACTIVITY (MEDIA)

TOTAL

£19,300.00

£17,793.67

£1,506.33

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

TOTAL

£15,000.00

£1,259.06

£13,740.94

ADVERTISING

TOTAL

£326,710.00

£89,465.65

£237,244.35

TRADE/CONSUMER FAIRS

TOTAL

£159,190.00

£143,424.90

£15,765.10

EVENTS

TOTAL

£62,000.00

£67,208.76

-£5,208.76

OTHER

TOTAL

£15,000.00

£3,840.04

£11,159.96

RECURRENT EXPENDITURE

TOTAL

£103,600.00

£68,232.10

£35,367.90

CONTIGENCIES

TOTAL

£15,000.00

£1,903.98

£13,096.02

£900,000.00

£436,401.70

£463,598.30

GRAND TOTAL
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ORAL

NO. 750 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GTB – GIBRALTAR DAY
Can Government confirm that no tourism event took place during the Gibraltar Day
celebrations in London this year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

The Government can confirm that no tourism event took place during the Gibraltar
Day celebrations in London this year.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 750 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Given that this event has been hailed as being so successful in the past can the
Minister say why none took place this time round?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
Yes, the decision was taken that as a result of the fact that we were going back to the
World Travel Market this year, which was only being held two weeks after the
Gibraltar Day event, that attracting people to the Gibraltar Day tourism event and
then expecting them to turn up at the World Travel Market, especially the press, was
too much to be asking for so we decided that we would not have an event specifically
for tourism this year and, obviously, go ahead with the World Travel Market instead.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
At what point did the Government decide not to hold the tourism events? Was it
decided a month before or a day before?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
The decision to go back to the World Travel Market was taken many months ago. In
respect of the Gibraltar Day, the decision was basically taken not to have it, I think it
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was some time in early September. We took the decision that trying to create
demand and attendance by people was going to be difficult.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
So, there were no instances of people being invited to a tourism event which then did
not materialise, is that the case, nobody was invited?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No, people were not invited to the tourism event in the Gibraltar Day, they were not
invited, there was no invitation.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
In terms of the sectors that would be invited to the Gibraltar Day tourism event and
those who attend the World Travel Market, would the Minister say that those are the
same sectors of people or are they completely different categories of people?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
I would say that there is a big overlap and the majority would have probably been the
people that would have been invited to both.
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ORAL

NO. 751 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

ILLEGAL BUILDINGS AND WORKS
Can Government say how many instances of illegal buildings and works have been
brought to the attention of the relevant Government departments by the Gibraltar
Heritage Trust during 2006 and 2007 to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 752 and 753 of 2007.
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NO. 752 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

ILLEGAL BUILDINGS AND WORKS
Can Government say why no action has been taken with regard to the illegal
buildings and works which are brought to their attention by the Gibraltar Heritage
Trust?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 751 and 753 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 753 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HERITAGE – LEGISLATION
Can Government list the specific measures through which legislation will be updated
to provide for further safeguards and measures to ensure greater enforcement with
reference to heritage and planning issues?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answer to Question 751 of 2007
Even though there is a record of unauthorised commencement of works, no record is
kept of those that may be brought to the attention of the Town Planner by the Trust

Answer to Question 752 of 2007
However, the Government Town Planning Division has no record of any illegal
buildings and works which have been brought to their attention by the Gibraltar
Heritage Trust and no such action has been taken.
All works that are brought to the attention of the Town Planning Division are verified
thereafter and stopped if necessary. Generally works may be regularised by the
submission of an application and approved by the Commission otherwise they end
up in court.

Answer to Question 753 of 2007
The Government is currently considering proposals to amend the Town Planning Act
1999, some of which are aimed at improving procedures in relation to enforcement.
Additionally the Government is in the process of recruiting an Enforcement Officer for
this purpose.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 751 TO 753 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
At the Annual General Meeting of the Trust this year, the point was made that they
complain to different Government departments and that nobody takes any action on
the complaints that they make. Is it possible they could have complained to some
other department and that is why the Planning Section would not have the details?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
Well, if they are complaining to another department they are complaining to the
wrong department. They should be complaining, if anything, to the Town Planning
Division and there is no record there of them having complained about any particular
case. There is no record kept but I spoke to both senior members of the Town
Planning Division and they both reassured me that anything that has been reported
has been acted upon.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Would these complaints be taken through the Heritage Action Committee?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
I do not think that the function of the Heritage Action Committee is to actually
complain about illegal works.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
No, I mean the Trust is represented on the Committee and so is the Government.

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
There is a representative in the Development and Planning Commission by the
Heritage and I have definitely not had any representations made to me by the
members at any of the meetings about illegal works. We normally complain about
works that are illegally done and acted upon but specific for the Trust to have made
representations is definitely not the case.
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NO. 754 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

FERRY SERVICES
Can Government say whether they have received any expressions of interest from
private operators to establish a ferry service between:
(a) Gibraltar and Morocco;
(b) Gibraltar and Spain?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Yes there have been expressions of interest but no formal submission. Three
entities have expressed an interest, two in both routes, and the third in the
Gibraltar/Spain route only.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 754 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Are there any negotiations taking place?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No, there are no negotiations taking place.
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ORAL

NO. 755 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

FLY GIBRALTAR
On what date did Fly Gibraltar hand back the use of the word “Gibraltar” in their
commercial name to the Gibraltar Government and did they have to pay anything for
using it in the first place?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY
Government withdrew its permission for the use of the word “Gibraltar” on 16th May
2007. No fee is payable for the use of “Gibraltar” or indeed any other term or word.
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ORAL

NO. 756 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

NEW FLAME
Can Government confirm whether the operation to salvage the New Flame
commenced as planned on or around 25 October?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question No. 757 of 2007.

633

ORAL

NO. 757 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

NEW FLAME
What is the present status of the salvage or recovery of the wreck of the New Flame?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY
The operation to salvage the New Flame has been on-going since 13th August 2007,
the day after the collision. The current status of the salvage recovery of the wreck,
New Flame, is that the attempt to salvage the aft part of the vessel has been
abandoned by the underwriters as they no longer believe the operation to be
commercially viable for them. The underwriters are now treating the situation as an
entire wreck removal operation while maintaining the services of the on-site salvage
company to sustain the vessel in its current position, as far as technically possible
until the wreck removal operation commences. With regard to the wreck removal
operation, underwriters went to tender some ten days ago and are expected to award
the contract to the successful bidder shortly. Thereafter, it is anticipated that the
works will commence for the removal of the wreck as soon as logistically possible to
do so.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 756 AND 757 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
Is the Minister satisfied that given the season into which we are quickly sailing, that
the wreck will not break up if the underwriters do not move quickly to salvage it or to
remove it themselves, even if that involves breaking the hull themselves in a
controlled manner?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Government have made clear from the outset, in public statements and
perhaps even in this House as I recall, that the danger of the wreck breaking of its
own accord has been present since the day of the collision. Indeed, at the outset it
was feared that that was a very possible eventuality. There was a time when
everyone was hoping that it would to save the cost of breaking it up. But when they
went down and saw the structure and were able to assess the strength of the
structure that was left, they concluded that it would not and therefore they set about
the original operation to break it up, which was a particular type of operation
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designed, not just to salvage, the word salvage has two meanings. The operation
that they have abandoned is the operation to cut it neatly so that the back end pops
up, is then towed away and rebuilt and salvaged as a reusable hull. What they have
abandoned is the attempt to salvage it as a reusable hull. It is now all a wreck and it
now will be removed in a way which will have no regard to the desire to save
anything by way of a reusable hull. But it is perfectly possible for the hull to break at
any given moment, which is why the Government has required these powerful tugs to
remain on station attached to the ship. So should that happen, the bit that pops up
will not be a danger to the coastline or a danger to other shipping in the area. If there
was no danger of the hull breaking of its own accord, there would be no need for a
tug to be standing by with the lines attached to it.

HON F R PICARDO:
In such a break up, are the Government satisfied that there is no risk of pollution to
the coastal zone from what may be left inside the hull? I assume the answer to that
is no risk because we were trying to break it up in a controlled manner.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, again, it depends on how one defines risk, how one defines pollution and what
measure of risk one thinks is acceptable. All human endeavour pollutes the
environment to some extent or other.

HON F R PICARDO:
In the ordinary English meaning of the word.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, in the ordinary English meaning of the word is what I am talking about. If the hull
breaks of its own accord, the hull is likely to break and the naval architects have
established where the hull would break if it were to break of its own accord, that is
likely to spill some of the cargo in one of the holds onto the reef on which this is
standing. So, yes, if the hull breaks of its own accord some iron, scrap iron, may be
spilled from the hull but the order that the Government have issued to the owners
and the insurers is that they must remove the whole of the wreck and the whole of
the cargo. So if any did spill, it would still be the responsibility of the salvors to
retrieve it, but of course, if in the first instance it spills. The point about risk is of
course that it is better that there should be no iron lying on the seabed, it does not
naturally belong there. But we are told that this is not a hugely polluting or of huge
damage to the environment. The seabed as the hon Member knows is full of metal
wrecks of sunken ships in wartime and in peace time. It is certainly better that it is
not there, it does not do the aquatic environment any good, that is for sure, but nor is
it regarded because of the nature of this metal. Other metals may be different but
this particular metal is not regarded as being particularly damaging to the
environment, and therefore whilst it is better if it is not there, if it is there it is not
regarded as a huge challenge to the aquatic environment. In any event, regardless
of what views are taken about that judgement, they have got to remove anything that
spills.

635

HON F R PICARDO:
Is it not logistically possible for this cargo to be removed whilst the vessel, let us not
call it a wreck or anything else at this stage, is still intact. It has been there since
August, has it not been possible in calmer weather to remove this load?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, that possibility was looked into, it is not possible to do it safely, it is not possible.
This ship is stuck nose down into the reef, the cargo has shifted forward, the cargo
holds are now full of water, there is no safe way of approaching the ship with the
lifting gear necessary to start. Under the original plans, the hon Member may have
read in the press, was for this thing to be cut neatly just in front of hold No. 2 and
then for the hull with three holds intact full of cargo to be towed to the western side of
the Rock, and then that done, precisely that done, sufficient cargo taken out in the
way that the hon Member is suggesting to allow it to come alongside. In other words,
to remove some of its draft and then finish to be unloaded ashore. But there was
never any sufficient feasibility to the proposal of actually de-cargoing it where it
stands, in the position that it stands, in the condition that it stands.

HON F R PICARDO:
I try not to believe anything I read in the press because, of course, it is in the press
that one would have read that the tourist lunch was planned and was cancelled at the
last minute for Gibraltar Day, but never mind. By when do the Government expect
that the New Flame will have been moved from where it is, barring a break up
naturally as a result of the weather? Or by when have the Government required that
it be gone?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
First of all, these are things that we did not know before this happened and I suppose
there is no reason therefore why he should know it either. It is not unusual for
wrecks of this type to lie in situ for a very, very long time before they are removed. It
depends on their location, on their complexity, on the exposure. The management of
this wreck in terms of the salvage of it, is by no means tardy or delayed compared to
the length of time it normally takes to remove wrecks in this sort of situation. The
position is that the underwriters, who in effect are underwriters, may not be
technically the right word, the P&I Club, who are the people with the economic
interest in this part of the operation, went for this option of salvaging the stern. They
were very advanced, the equipment was in Gibraltar, the tugs were lined up, the
cutting chains were around and they said publicly that it was going to happen, then
they abandoned it literally as they were starting it. Having made that decision, they
then had to start again with a procedure which is completely different, with a different
set of expertise, for the wreck removal. The position where we now are is that they
have gone out to a tender for a wreck removal amongst the wreck removal industry,
and we are awaiting the conclusion of that tender, whereupon they will do it. It
remains to be seen whether the tenderers submit tenders on the basis of proceeding
now, in other words, in December, January, winter weather, or whether they opt, not
opt because ultimately the decision is not just the tenderers, but whether the tenders
are on the basis that they will wait for finer weather. The Government’s position in
that respect remains open until we are told what the bids are. We have had a
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discussion with P&I salvage representatives, they are not expecting to wait until the
spring or anything like that, they believe the salvage operation would proceed
immediately. But I am not in a position to confirm definitively to the hon Member that
that is what will happen until the tenders are received and the P&I Club, which is a
Swedish club, provide us with a plan for approval, just as they did with the previous
plan which Government approved, and that will include a timetable including the
period of duration and then we will know when they will start, how long they will take,
which will enable us to know by when the wreck will have been removed.

HON F R PICARDO:
If I read the answer correctly the Chief Minister is telling me that the Government
may be persuaded that the New Flame should stay in situ until fairer weather
prevails, if the tenderer or rather the P&I Club is satisfied that that is the best
proposal from all the tenderers and the Government are so satisfied.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I think the Government would have to be satisfied on the basis of a case based on
safety, reduction of risk to the environment, reduction of spillage, the Government are
not waiting to see whether the lowest tenderer wants to do it that way and then say
okay, if the lowest tenderer wants to do it that way let it be so. This is not an
economic issue, it is an assessment of the risks involved in doing it one way or the
other. At the moment, we do not think that risks exist, the P&I salvage consultants
have already assessed the weather patterns in Gibraltar, historically there are a
certain number of days that are normally lost to severe storm. They would have to
suspend the operation on those days, the issue is what delay would be caused, off
days if we could call it that, due to bad weather and that is not a particularly
unfavourable scenario. Although we see occasional bad storms, normally the
weather even in that position is not so bad during the winter that a traditional salvage
operation cannot take place. So, yes, the answer to the hon Member’s question is,
consistent with my use of the phrase “the Government’s minds are open”, that the
Government may be persuaded that it is better to wait until April but the Government
would have to be persuaded of that on the basis of real risk management
considerations and not only on the basis of economic considerations.
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ORAL

NO. 758 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

MID-HARBOUR RECLAMATION
Can Government say how many tenderers submitted bids for the mid-harbour
reclamation, and whether the successful tenderer Oord Dredging and Marine
Contractors b.v. were the lowest bid?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 759 and 760 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 759 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

MID-HARBOUR RECLAMATION
Can Government say whether the selection of Oord Dredging and Marine
Contractors b.v in respect of the Mid-Harbour reclamation was made by the Treasury
Tender Board and were any consultants advising the Government in respect of the
selection of the successful tenderer?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Answered together with Question Nos. 758 and 760 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 760 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

MID-HARBOUR RECLAMATION
Can Government provide a copy of the Environmental Statement that they
commissioned for an EIA certificate for 18,025m2 of land at Mid-Harbour?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

Two tenderers submitted a total of three bids for the Mid-Harbour reclamation and
Van Oord Dredging and Marine Contractors b.v. were the lowest bid received. The
selection of Van Oord Dredging and Marine Contractors b.v. in respect of the MidHarbour reclamation was not made by the Treasury Tender Board. It was made by
Government through the Procurement Office with a Tender Board consisting of
senior government officials. Gibraltar Land Reclamation Company was asked by the
Procurement Office to advise due to the technical expertise required to assess the
various submissions for this project. The EIA was published in February this year. It
was available then for public inspection. It consisted of a non technical summary, the
main report and various volumes that consist of the technical chapters. Copies of
these documents are available from Environmental Gains Limited in the UK, the
company who was commissioned by Government to do this work at a fee.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 758 TO 760 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
Was the Gibraltar Land Reclamation Company also a tenderer?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No, Mr Speaker.
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ORAL

NO. 761 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

CASEMATES – DISPLAY OF WARES BY TRADERS
What permits are required by traders in Casemates before being allowed to display
their wares on the public highway?

ANSWER

THE HON THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY

No permits exist that grant the traders in Casemates permission to display their
wares on the public highway.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 761 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Does that mean they are free to display whatever they may be selling on pavements
et cetera and without asking permission of anyone?

HON J J HOLLIDAY:
No, it is actually against the law to display and hang otherwise exposed items on the
public highway.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
How are those who are doing it at present doing it then?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The law is not policed on a zero tolerance basis, apparently.
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ORAL

NO. 762 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

LEISURE CENTRE – KING’S BASTION
Can Government state what has been the reason for the delay in completion of the
King’s Bastion Leisure Centre?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 763 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 763 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

LEISURE CENTRE – KING’S BASTION
Can Government state whether the post of General Manager for the King’s Bastion
Leisure Centre has now been filled?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The post has not yet been filled. As far as the delay is concerned, the contractor has
apparently been delayed by failure of his glazing supplier to deliver as contracted and
anticipated. Some of the leisure facility operators are themselves delayed in their
fitting out programmes of their individual bits of the Centre.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 762 AND 763 OF 2007

HON G H LICUDI:
When did the Government know that these delays were going to occur?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Assuming that the accusation that is coming is the same one as came this morning in
relation to another matter, after polling day.
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ORAL

NO. 764 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

MULTI-STOREY CAR PARK – CALPE/WILLIS’S ROAD
Can Government state on what terms will parking spaces be sold or made available
for rental at the new multi-storey car park at Calpe/Willis’s Road?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The Government is not yet in a position to make a statement of its position in this
respect.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 764 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
The Chief Minister has already referred those listening to the fact that I am resident in
the area, so I speak with the benefit of seeing that the car park appears to be now
reaching the end of the period of construction. When will the Government expect to
be aware of what terms it is going to make parking spaces available? The day that it
gets handed the keys by the constructor?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The Government will make a statement when it is ready.

HON F R PICARDO:
I am sure the Government will make a statement when it is ready but what type of
planning is this, that the Government are not able to tell the House or the Parliament
on what terms parking spaces are going to be made available in a parking that has
been developed with public money? At least we should be entitled to know that the
Government have made determinations as to whether it is going to be sale or rental
et cetera. He might want to keep the prices under his hat until then. But he should
tell us a little bit more.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The bit more that I am willing to tell him is the bit more that I have already told him in
the past. That is that there will be a mixture of public parking, if there is any parking
removed from the highway as part of the improvement of the fluidity arrangements in
Willis’s Road, those would be re-provided free in the multi-storey car park. Then of
the rest some will be for short-term rental and others will be for longer term rental and
some may even be for outright purchase. I think we have had this exchange earlier, I
am sure we have but anyway it does not matter. What we have not yet decided is
the price, the length of the terms or how many are going to be allocated to each
category, or indeed, the precise method for dealing with the demand should it exceed
the supply. In other words, are we going to have a straightforward lottery amongst
those people who are interested or are they going to try and assess on a needs
basis, in terms of elderly, disabled that sort of thing. Those are the decisions that are
now being finalised.
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ORAL

NO. 765 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

THEATRE ROYAL
Can Government state how much money has been obtained from the EU as part of
the original project to refurbish the Theatre Royal?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 766 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 766 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

THEATRE ROYAL
On what date was the new report into the Theatre Royal listed on the agenda of the
Council of Ministers and on what date was the subject discussed?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

As the hon Member was informed in answer to Question No. 209 of 2006, the
amount obtained from the EU was £481,855.94.
The Government is not accountable in this House for discussions in Council of
Ministers, and it would be totally inappropriate to do so.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 765 AND 766 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
The question is because the Minister for Culture did state that it was on the agenda
of the Council of Ministers, therefore, the question. If the Minister would not have
said by giving secret information about him talking about the Council of Ministers in
public, I might not have asked the question.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The reasons for the hon Member asking the question does not alter the answer.
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ORAL

NO. 767 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – SCHOOL AT FLEET PAVILION SITE
Can Government state when will the works start for the construction of the new
school at the Fleet Pavilion site?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

There is not to be a school at the Fleet Pavilion site. As is clear from the public
exhibition relating to the Development Plan, and indeed the Government’s 2007
Election Manifesto, the school is now to be located elsewhere.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 767 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Can Government state when will the works start for the construction of the new
school at whatever site the Government have decided?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, I cannot give that information because I do not know it. It is not known.

HON S E LINARES:
Can the Government then state which is the site?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, all of which persuades me beyond doubt that he has not bothered to visit the
Development Plan exhibition nor indeed read our manifesto, which contains a lovely
little photograph to show him. Roughly speaking, it is on the site now occupied by
the No. 4 Dock, very roughly speaking. Across the road from the old generating
station.
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HON S E LINARES:
Can the Chief Minister give us details as to what type of school we are to expect?
Whether it is a middle school, first school, primary school, secondary school or a
college?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Or a university?

HON S E LINARES:
Or a university, absolutely.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Or a NASA space training centre. No, this is a combined first and middle school that
the Government intend to build there.

HON S E LINARES:
When he says combined does he mean that it will all be one school as primary, as
we have it in UK? Where there are primary schools as opposed to what we have
here which is first and a middle school.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, what I mean is that we propose to replicate the excellent precedent established
by the Opposition Members when they were in Government, with the excellent St
Joseph’s combined first and middle school in South Barracks. He is aware that there
are other examples in Gibraltar of combined first and middle schools. Combined in
building on site, but not combined in the sense of school organisation. They are
technically separate schools but a shared site, like St Joseph’s.
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ORAL

NO. 768 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – TRAINING OFFICER
Can Government state whether the post of training officer has been awarded?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 769 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 769 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

EDUCATION – TRAINING OFFICER
Can Government state whether the training officer post will come under the
Education or the Employment Ministries?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

No, Sir. The post has not yet been filled or awarded as he calls it in his question.
The post is presently provided for under the Ministry of Education and Training.
Should Government decide to change this, a statement will be made, and those
necessary consulted.
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ORAL

NO. 770 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
Can Government state how much has been paid to building contractors, including
road works, in the previous and current financial year giving a breakdown showing
the amount paid to each contractor and in respect of which project?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Yes, I hope the hon Member enjoys reading the 17 pages of entries that he has
asked me for. They are now being handed to him.
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ORAL

NO. 771 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT
At what stage is the review of the Customs Department that the Government
announced a few years ago?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The review is underway.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 771 OF 2007

HON S E LINARES:
Under which way?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The way towards a successful outcome.

HON S E LINARES:
For how long will it go underway?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Until the successful outcome is achieved.

HON S E LINARES:
Which is when?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not possess a crystal ball.
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HON F R PICARDO:
In terms of accountability, clearly those answers are less than satisfactory although
amusing. It is that time of the afternoon where we all need to keep awake. Grateful
as I am for the Chief Minister’s device in keeping us awake, can he give an indication
of how advanced the work already undertaken in respect of the review is? Therefore,
how much is still left to go?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the formal position of the Government is that it is not accountable to the
Opposition Members for work in progress of this sort. The Government would not
account to Opposition Members on progress on what is an intense and wide-ranging
negotiation with staff, management and Government. Amusement is all he can have
because he cannot have accountability because the Government are not
accountable to the Opposition Members for the things they are trying to achieve
whilst they are trying to achieve them. The hon Member must understand that
Government would not be possible on that basis. There is a review going on, we are
now engaged with the staff representatives on discussions and negotiations and that
is the most that we will be willing to say until either we reach a successful outcome,
in which case of course we are obliged to be accountable to Opposition Members for
that outcome, or that the whole thing breaks down because it becomes clear to the
parties that agreement is not possible. In which case we will be, I suppose,
accountable for the fact that there has been no successful review despite my
confidence today that that will not be so.

HON F R PICARDO:
Can the Chief Minister account to us for the reasons why the review has not yet been
completed? Are there particularly difficult issues to deal with? Or is it that it has not
been possible to allocate sufficient Government time?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, for a variety of reasons, including the fact that these reviews are not foremost in
the Government’s list of priorities. This is what the Government call public sector
reform, these are matters of Government policy, the Government proceeds with them
as and when the Government decide. The Government are not obliged to conduct a
review of the Customs, we simply decide to engage, if the staff side is willing to
engage with us in a jointly owned process, and we proceed and it gets that sort of
priority. But the process is now underway and we would now expect it to proceed
consistently, constantly and inexorably to completion. In other words, it has now
moved beyond the stage where the Government could put it on the shelf to be
brought down in three months time when there is more time available. It has been in
that phase in the past, it has now moved beyond that phase. I am trying to resist
telling the hon Member seeing he knows much about this, and there are now working
groups set up and all of that, so it is now moving. But how long it will take, or indeed
whether it will arrive at a consensus, is suck and see. If we can I think everybody will
be the winner and if it cannot, then we are where we are today.
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HON F R PICARDO:
I am grateful and I rise only to tell the Chief Minister that he should have resisted
saying that I know much more about this than I give on, because in fact, I do not
know much more about it and that is why I was pressing him to give the answers. He
should not assume that everybody blurs their personal, professional and political
boundaries as he appears to think that we do.
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ORAL

NO. 772 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

FIRE SERVICE
Can Government state what is the current complement of the Fire Brigade giving a
breakdown by rank/grade?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 773 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 773 OF 2007

THE HON S E LINARES

CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT
Can Government state what is the current complement of the Customs Department
giving a breakdown by rank/grade?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The current complement of the Fire Brigade and Customs Department broken down
by rank or grade are set out in the Approved Estimates Book. There may of course,
from time to time, be vacancies resulting from retirements, resignations, or other
reasons.
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ORAL

NO. 774 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – HOME OWNERSHIP
What is the Government’s policy in dealing with requests from persons, who had
intended to purchase accommodation within one of the Government’s home
ownership schemes but have been unable to complete the purchase, to be reinstated in the housing waiting list for rental accommodation?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

There is no policy which is applicable to every case. Every case is considered on its
merits. If the Government is satisfied that there is a genuine inability to complete due
to a change in circumstances verifiably beyond the control of the purchaser, the
Government will give favourable consideration to restoring the person in question to
the waiting list.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 774 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is it not the case that the provisions in respect of the right to apply for Government
accommodation is limited to people who are not home owners, and is it that
somebody that has got an interest in buying is treated as if he had already bought
and was already living in the house?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, it requires more than the expression of an interest to buy a house. It requires, I
had understood and I think he had intended the question to apply, to people who
were contracted purchasers. One does not get taken off the list until one enters into
a contract to purchase the property. At that point one is an intended purchaser, one
is not an intended purchaser because an interest is expressed in buying the house,
or because one enquires about buying a house, one is an intended purchaser when
one contracts to buy a house, pay a deposit and are waiting for it to be finished to be
built. Now, I think the question is intended to refer to the period between that time
and hand over, during which people separate for example or they lose their job and
they no longer think they can afford to go ahead with the purchase and yet they have
been taken off the list. I think that is what the question is intended to apply to. But it
is not just expression of interest. These have got to be people who are on the
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Government waiting list, contract to purchase a property therefore get taken off the
Government waiting list, but for some reason or other do not go ahead with the
purchase.

HON J J BOSSANO:
They do not get taken off unless and until they have actually entered into a legal
contract to buy?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Correct.
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ORAL

NO. 775 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – NELSON’S VIEW
With reference to Nelson’s View, can Government give a breakdown of the current
sales details as follows:
(a) How many flats are being sold with 100 per cent financing from the
purchaser;
(b) How many are being sold with the 50/50 ratio;
(c) How many are being sold at any other ratio and specify what that ratio is?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 776 and 777 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 776 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – CUMBERLAND TERRACES
With reference to Cumberland Terraces, can Government give a breakdown of the
current sales details as follows:
(a) How many flats are being sold with 100 per cent financing from the
purchaser;
(b) How many are being sold with the 50/50 ratio;
(c) How many are being sold at any other ratio and specify what that ratio is?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 775 and 777 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 777 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – BAYVIEW TERRACES
With reference to Bayview Terraces, can Government give a breakdown of the
current sales details as follows:
(a) How many flats are being sold with 100 per cent financing from the
purchaser;
(b) How many are being sold with the 50/50 ratio;
(c) How many are being sold at any other ratio and specify what that ratio is?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Purchasers of properties at the three OEM developments have to date entered into
arrangements with private entities and not with the Government nor any of its whollyowned companies. However, since the Government conducted the allocation
process for each of the three developments the information requested is available to
the Government and therefore is contained in the schedule that I now hand to the
hon Member. But I just wanted to make clear that, although that now is going to
change because of the events of the last few days, but that these people are not in
contract with the Government to buy these flats. They were in contract with the OEM
company.
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Answer to Question 777
Answer to Questions 775 to 777
Share ownership per purchaser in each of the OEM developments:

Purchaser:
GoG ratio
50:50
55:45
60:40
65:35
70:30
75:25
78:22
80:20
82:18
85:15
88:12
100:0
Total

Nelson’s
View
purchasers
11
1
8
1
24
4
1
4
0
1
0
52
107

Bayview
Terraces
purchasers
4
0
4
0
28
3
0
5
0
0
0
28
72
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Cumberland
Terraces
purchasers
42
0
29
2
23
4
0
5
1
1
1
17
125

Total
purchasers
57
1
41
3
75
11
1
14
1
2
1
97
304

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 775 TO 777 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
They are now.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, not yet but they will be.

HON C A BRUZON:
After the news that we heard on GBC and in the Chronicle the last day or two, I
gather that the Government-owned company GRP Investments are taking over the
responsibility of the overall sales and administration matters relating to these three
housing schemes in the south district. Is that correct?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, what we have heard over the last two days relates to much more than that. It
relates to taking over the construction and the role of developer. From the very
outset Government have been responsible for allocation of the flats in terms of the
tender process, sifting the criteria and things of that sort, so the answer is yes, we
now take over all aspects of this development, lock, stock and barrel.
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ORAL

NO. 778 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – WATERPORT TERRACES
Can Government state what are the estimated dates for completion in connection
with the various phases of Waterport Terraces?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 779 to 783 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 779 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – ALBERT RISSO HOUSE
Can Government state if the estimated completion date for Alberto Risso House, for
senior citizens, is still March 2008?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 778 and 780 to 783 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 780 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – BAYVIEW TERRACES
With reference to Bayview Terraces, can Government state if there has been any
change in the estimated date of completion?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 778, 779 and 781 to 783 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 781 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – CUMBERLAND TERRACES
With reference to Cumberland Terraces, can Government state if there has been any
change in the estimated date of completion?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 778 to 780, 782 and 783 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 782 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – NELSON’S VIEW
With reference to Nelson’s View, can Government state if there has been any change
to the estimated date of completion?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 778 to 781 and 783 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 783 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HOUSING – NELSON’S VIEW / CUMBERLAND TERRACES / BAYVIEW
TERRACES / WATERPORT TERRACES
Can Government state the original dates by which the following projects were
expected to be completed and the date of completion which is currently estimated in
respect of each of the developments below:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

OEM project at Nelson’s View;
OEM project at Cumberland Terraces;
OEM project at Bayview;
Government project at Waterport Terraces?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Nelson’s View is scheduled to complete in December 2008. Cumberland Terraces
and Bayview Terraces in October 2008. Waterport Terraces is now scheduled to
complete in phases between March and August 2008. In respect of OEM
Developments, the original estimated completion dates by the developer, had been
18 months from the date of contracts. The contracts were January 2006 in two
cases, October 2006 in another, which would by mathematical calculation have
resulted in completion dates of July 2008 for Nelson’s and Cumberland and April
2008 for Bayview Terraces. In terms of Waterport Terraces, the first of the phases
was originally scheduled to have been ready in July this year, that is July 2007,
before Polling Day. So, that is the order of things.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 778 TO 783 OF 2007

HON N F COSTA:
First of all I declare an interest in this because I am an owner, or prospective owner
of one of the flats at Waterport Terraces. But the day before Polling Day, as the
Chief Minister has now referred to, there was a newsletter that was issued saying
that the Government or GRP were going to look into ways to be able to compensate
those home owners who had been phased or rephased from Phase 1 to Phase 3,
given that because there would now be a further delay by the time the houses would
be complete, they would look into ways of compensating them for the extended
amount of time they would have to pay for the bridging loans. My first question in
that respect, therefore, is whether the Government have looked into that already?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, of course, even if as a result of the delay the hon Member does not wish to
proceed with his purchase, we would be delighted to take it back off him. I am sure
and am advised that if one is fortunate enough to buy this wonderful apartment when
it is ready, he will be delighted notwithstanding the delay. Now, to answer his
question.

HON N F COSTA:
I was going to say that the Chief Minister had not answered my question but I believe
he was just about to.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, the hon Member may still be in his honeymoon period which we are determined
to grant him one, but he should bear in mind that he is not responsible for
administering discipline to me in this House. Only Mr Speaker can do that. Now, the
Government have agreed a very limited amount of potential compensation to people,
not who have suffered delay as a result of the delay of completion, because the
brochure clearly stated that the Government was not underwriting the contractor’s
completion date and that the Government would not be responsible for the originally
announced completion dates. But as a result of some technical problems that had
been experienced with the piling of one of the blocks, the long block that runs along
the Waterport Road, the phasing was changed. Therefore some people who thought
that they were buying in Phase 1, which was scheduled to be ready sooner than the
other phases, suddenly found that their apartment had migrated to Phase 3. It is in
respect of the delay between the completion of Phase 1 and Phase 3, in other words,
if one is a Phase 1 buyer and are now in Phase 3 we have to wait and see when
Phase 1 finishes. Any delay beyond that until Phase 3 finishes is the period that is
being compensated for, because that is the period that is not covered by the
statement in the brochure that the Government would not be responsible for delays.
That is not an issue that arises from delays, it arises from the fact that due to
technical problems in the works the phasings were reversed and people who thought
that they were contracting to purchase in Phase 1 were suddenly told that they were
contracting in Phase 3. So that scheme is indeed going ahead but we cannot
calculate the amount of compensation due until we know when Phase 1 actually
completes, when Phase 3 actually completes and that period between those two
actuallys is the period that the person will have been prejudiced by, other than by
delay in construction. So there is nothing to calculate yet, the amount of
compensation will be the interest cost of carrying the bridging loan during that period
of time. But we do not know what that period of time is, as I say, until we know when
Phase 1 completes, when Phase 2 completes and when Phase 3 completes, so that
then we will just be able to deduct one from the other and see the length of the period
during which that compensation will be paid.

HON C A BRUZON:
In connection with the answer given to Question No. 779 regarding the Alberto Risso
House for senior citizens, I am not sure what was the answer given?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
That is Phase 3.

HON C A BRUZON:
That is Phase 3. Is that likely to be ready on time as promised to the senior citizens?
This being March 2008?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I believe that there is slippage in that and it may now be August.
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ORAL

NO. 784 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – NEW RENTAL ESTATE
Can Government confirm that the allocation of flats at their new proposed rental
estate to persons on the Housing Waiting Lists was done by the Housing Allocation
Committee in accordance with the provisions of the Housing Allocation Scheme
(revised in 1994)?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 785 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 785 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – NEW RENTAL ESTATE
Can Government provide a breakdown of the letters issued to persons on the
Housing Waiting Lists allocating them a home in the Government’s proposed new
rental estate, giving the total number of letters issued and the numbers for each size
of accommodation?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answer to Question 784 of 2007
The allocation was done by the Government, not the Housing Allocation Committee,
albeit that it was done by reference to the waiting lists. A total of 490 letters were
issued, broken down as follows:
1RKB
2RKB
3RKB
4RKB
5RKB

-

43
33
261
139
14

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 784 AND 785 OF 2007

HON C A BRUZON:
So in fact the Chief Minister has informed the House that it was not the Housing
Allocation Committee that was involved in this, it was in fact the Government. Is it
not true that according to what is stated in the Housing Allocation Scheme, the actual
allocation of housing is to be done, yes indeed when so required by Government, by
the Housing Allocation Committee to make such recommendation on the most
suitable and effective use of Government housing? Whether it was the Housing
Allocation Committee or the Government, do the Government really believe that in
allocating these homes they have made the most suitable and effective use of
Government housing stock? There is no such stock available and by past
experience it is not likely to be ready, the 700 or so flats for rental. I should imagine
they would probably take two to three years. Does the Chief Minister not
acknowledge that this will add substantial administrative costs, work for the people
employed by Government, because surely the circumstances of people who have
been allocated these homes are likely to change?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Government do not acknowledge anything of the sort. I know that the hon
Members resent that we did it when we did it, because they think that we did it to
carry favour with the electorate xxxxx. Well, politics is politics. Xxxxx. Guilty of simply
being a politician but not guilty of any offence. But I also notice, despite the views
now expressed by the Hon Mr Bruzon, that his party in that Election campaign
rushed to say to the then electorate about deciding how they would vote, that they
would respect all the offers of housing that the Government had allocated. So I
suppose they are politicians too. xxxxx. So we are all guilty of being politicians, that
is all right then. Now, the Government do not actually share the views expressed by
the hon Member for several reasons and it is not just politics, I was half in jest and
half not. First of all it was awarded down the lists so it is everybody on the medical
lists, A, B and C, everybody on the social lists and I think everybody on the three,
four and five RKB, only the two RKB list is not eliminated by this. People are entitled,
if they are going to have the possibility of a brand new house in the next couple of
years, and they should not be deprived of that possibility because their term comes
up too soon. See, imagine, if one is tenth on the Housing Waiting List and that
means that one will get an offer of a house perhaps in Moorish Castle Estate or in
one of the other housing estates between now, does the hon Member not think it fair
that such a person should have the opportunity to say “no, I would rather not have
the house in Laguna now, given that I am tenth in the list I think I ought to have the
chance of getting it in one of the new, I have been on the list for many years, do you
not think I should have an opportunity to get one of the new houses.” Otherwise
what would happen is that all the people who have been waiting for longest would get
the old houses and the new houses in three years time would go to the people who
had just got on to the waiting list. So I do not agree with the hon Member that any
unfairness has been perpetrated. I think the opposite is true but the hon Member is
presumably aware that people have been given a choice. In other words, they have
been allocated a house in the new housing estate in a letter which says that if their
turn for a house, in other words if they get to the top of the list before the new house
is ready, they will be offered an old one. If they prefer to take the old one rather than
wait for the new one, they can opt to take the old one and forfeit the allocation of a
new one. I think it has been eminently fair, it has been a proper way of doing it and
as to the difference between the Government and the Housing Allocation Committee
doing it, the hon Member may not have noticed in the new Housing Act that he voted
in favour of, they did not vote in favour, they abstained, as I recall, no they voted
against, that there was a specific provision there for the Government to do allocations
in new schemes in new housing estates. So I do not agree with the implicit criticisms
contained in the hon Member’s question.

HON C A BRUZON:
Leaving aside the question of whether this is fair or unfair, I do not think I used that
phraseology, does this indicate that the Government now have a new policy on
housing and that they will be writing letters to people, for example, vis a vis houses
that are not quite ready for allocation and they will anticipate any frustration on their
part by reassuring them that maybe in six months time when such and such a
property is finished, this property will be allocated to somebody on the Housing
Waiting List? In fact, yesterday the Hon Fabian Vinet told me that there were already
25 vacant or empty Government properties that have now been refurbished and I
asked him would these 25 properties go to the Allocation Committee for immediate
allocation. So are there Government departments now embarking on a new policy
whereby they shall be writing letters on a regular basis to remind people that they
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have not been forgotten and that they will be allocated homes that are not quite
ready yet, as has happened clearly in the case of these 490 homes that do not even
exist?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
A very good idea, I had not thought of that, but I think it is a jolly good idea which I
shall be recommending to the Housing Minister. I do not know at what stage the
Housing Allocation, I think to a certain extent jesting apart, I think what the hon
Member is saying happens already. In other words, I do not believe that it is the
practice of the Housing Department to wait until the Buildings and Works brings back
a key and say here is the refurbished flat. I do not think they wait until then to
allocate it. I think they allocate it and people know the flat that they are going to be
allocated long before the Buildings and Works finish with it and they do wait there
knowing that the flat is for them, but waiting for the Buildings and Works Department
to……… Is this not correct? Sorry, I am being corrected by the ex Minister for
Housing. What is the position?

HON C G BELTRAN:
The allocation process is as follows. I think, by the way, to correct something he said
before with regard to my colleague the Hon Fabian Vinet. I think what he said was
he asked how many flats were with Buildings and Works for refurbishment and he
said 21, but they are not necessarily ready. Be that as it may, what happens when a
flat comes in is that there is an assessment made by the Housing Inspectors as
quickly as possible and if that house can be offered on a self repair basis, I think that
is what the Chief Minister was referring to, that is offered immediately, as soon as
possible and the applicant may or may not accept the house as it is. If the house
requires a big refurbishment then it is sent to Buildings and Works because that
takes longer and needs work that normally somebody who is on the waiting list is not
able to carry out.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
But still his idea is a good one.

HON G H LICUDI:
Are the Government saying that, notwithstanding the allocation, people on the list will
remain on the list for the time being?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, they have not been taken off the list for the reasons I explained earlier that they
need to be given this option when their turn comes to accept an old house so to
speak or wait for the new one.
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HON G H LICUDI:
If that is the case, do the Government not recognise that the order in the list will
change by the time that these flats are ready and there may be circumstances where
people will rise on the list and people will be allocated these flats, having been preallocated, notwithstanding that there are people above them on the list that will not be
allocated. Does that not show that this is simply an ill conceived, ill thought out
electoral gimmick?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, it shows nothing of the sort because there are plenty of other flats. When
Waterport Terraces and Albert Risso House are allocated, a large number of flats are
released by people occupying them and, therefore, there are flats both for the people
to whom the letter has been allocated and to people who may interpose into the list
between now and then. What will happen is that the people who will interpose into
the list will not get preferential access to the new flat. The new flat will first be
available to people who have been on the list for longer. So the Government accept
nothing of the kind that the hon Member has said.

HON J J BOSSANO:
If the people are on the list and are staying on the list, then surely there was
absolutely no need to send them letters, because it was equally easy for the
Government to say to the applicant that is next due to be allocated an existing house,
do you want to take the existing house or do you want to wait for the new scheme to
produce houses three years down the road? Surely, that would have achieved the
result that the Chief Minister is speaking of giving people the choice without all these
letters being sent out, giving this mistaken impression that it was an electoral
gimmick.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, except that as we know how concerned the Opposition Spokesman for Housing
is about quashing anxiety at the earliest possible opportunity, we thought that it was
unfair to leave them in a state of anxiety until then, to wait and see whether they
would be offered a new house or not. In this way everybody that was going to be
offered the possibility of a new house knew it immediately and could plan their lives,
think about their needs in slow order. Rather than be faced with a sudden choice to
make at a time when they had not had enough opportunity to think carefully about it.
So the reality of it is, by the way, this is not the first time I understand that it has been
done in this way with a new estate in Gibraltar.

HON J J BOSSANO:
To my knowledge it is.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, I think he perhaps ought to better research how Varyl Begg Estate was
allocated. Anyway, be that as it may, we speak only for what we choose to do.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Does, in fact, looking forward to a new home that has been allocated mean that they
should restrain from procreating in the intervening years so that they do not move
from the two bedroom to the three bedroom list?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, that has been taken into account and will perhaps influence the choice that
people make when the time comes. But I think there has been a calculation of how
many people, clearly the longer it takes to complete the houses the more risk that
that is in. But there is a serious point in this issue and that is that the Government
want to try and break away from the historical basis of housing in Gibraltar. Which is
to give a young couple in effect a one bedroom house, then nine months later or
some other number of months later when they have their first baby, then they get
entitled to a bigger house and they sit frustratingly on a different waiting list. Then as
their families increase they get on another waiting list where they wait. As a result
they are hardly ever adequately housed until they eventually stop having more
children. This is why there are so many 3RKB flats, if one looks at the configuration
of this property, this is why there are so many 3RKBs and so few 2RKBs, even
though 2RKBs is the longest list, because there is an intention to move away from
the historical system and to say, if one is a young married couple, they should be
allocated a two bedroom house from the beginning so that it would at least
accommodate the first chunk of procreation, to put it in the hon Member’s words.
There is a saving to the taxpayer, because every time somebody has to be rehoused
there is a cost in refurbishment and in moving. So we would not get away with this
exact counting of children to see at that precise moment in time what the eligibility is,
and offer people housing from the outset which will serve them, at least for a period
of time. If one is a young married couple and get a two bedroom house, which is not
what one is entitled to now, one could be all right. Nowadays young married couples
do not have that many children. There is a real possibility that one could be all right
for ever and depending on the sexes of the children and their ages one could be all
right for many years. Whereas the present system condemns one to under housing
the very moment one has the first child, if all one got was a two bedroom flat in the
first place. So this is a policy aspiration that the Government have more generally
and started by building more three and four bedroom flats in these. There are 261
three bedroom flats and 139 four bedroom flats and only 43 one bedrooms and 33
two bedrooms. So it is hugely skewered in favour of the bigger flats.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Surely there is a contradiction in that the policy aspiration will have to wait for the
next housing estate, because this one has already been allocated on the existing
policy with the existing waiting list. So in fact, everybody that has been given this
letter is now caught in that system where they will go on the waiting list the moment
they have more children.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
It is impossible to change from the present system to the new system that quickly.
But in the next generations, when we change the Housing Allocation Rules, as I
indicated yesterday, there will be an elimination of this rule. So when houses
become vacant in the future, young married couples may become entitled to houses
that are bigger than the ones that they are entitled to.

HON J J BOSSANO:
It is all very interesting that in some distant future that might happen or might not
happen, but it does not explain the composition of this particular housing estate,
which cannot be allocated because it is already allocated.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
These houses in due course will become vacant.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I see, so when the newly married couple retire………

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Or move on, because some of these will have to be rehoused because they are in
houses under the present system. But when they release this house to move on to a
bigger one, from a two to a three or a three to a four, we will then have this number of
threes to use to implement the new policy.

HON J J BOSSANO:
But, in fact, the effect at the moment then is that the biggest impact in terms of
reducing people on the waiting list has been in two bedroom houses, is that the
case?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The combination of this and the houses that will be freed from the elderly people
moving in to Bishop and buyers at Waterport and OEM that are surrendering
Government properties et cetera, is that these lists are eliminated altogether.
Except, I recall, the 2RKB. The 3RKB, 4RKB and 5RKB are removed. Not the prelist, the list.

HON C A BRUZON:
Do Government now possibly not envisage that the end result will not be 700 flats for
rental but maybe only the 490?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, we are trying to identify a site to build the other. It is just that we were advised
that although it is possible to build 750 on this site, the result would have been tall
blocks that would have screened off the perspective from the town. Particularly from
the English Steps, they would have simply been too tall. So we reduced the number
of apartments on this particular site but will build the balance on another site.
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ORAL
NO. 786 OF 2007

THE HON C A BRUZON

HOUSING – 50/50 SALES
Can Government state if there has been any sale of the Government 50 per cent
share of co-ownership homes as from February 2007 providing a breakdown by
month and estate?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Mr Speaker,
I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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ORAL

NO. 787 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

CATEGORY 2 STATUS
Can Government state how many individuals have taken up Category 2 status since
February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 788 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 788 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

CATEGORY 2 STATUS
Can Government state how many individuals have surrendered Category 2 status
since February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 788/2007

Answer to Question 787 of 2007
A total of 60 individuals have taken up Category 2 Status since February 2007.
These are as follows:
February ‘07

7

March ‘07

14

April ‘07

8

May ’07

6

June ‘07

3

July ‘07

7

August ‘07

2

September ’07 4
October ‘07

5

November ‘07 4

Answer to Question 788 of 2007
A total of 16 individuals have surrendered their Category 2 status since February
2007. They are as follows:
February ‘07

0

March ‘07

2

April ‘07

0

May ’07

2

June ‘07

7

July ‘07

1

August ‘07

0

September ’07

1

October ‘07

2

November ‘07

1
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 787 AND 788 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
Has there been any change of policy in the way that applications for Category 2
status are dealt with since the introduction of the HEPSS status in this year’s
budgetary measures?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not think so, no.
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ORAL

NO. 789 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

HEPSS STATUS
Can Government state how many individuals have taken up HEPSS status since this
was introduced?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

No individuals have taken it up because the rules have not yet been promulgated.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 789 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
When do the Government expect that the rules will be in operation?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I am told that they have been drafted, they have been submitted to the Income Tax
Department for their comments and it is about to come to me for my approval. So I
think it is imminent.
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ORAL

NO. 790 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

TAX EXEMPT COMPANIES
Can Government state how many exempt companies have returned their exemption
certificates and no longer require exempt status since February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 790 of 2007
The number of tax exempt companies which terminated their tax exempt certificates
in each of the months from the end of February 2007 are as follows:
February-07

75

March-07

69

April-07

32

May-07

43

June-07

21

July-07

28

August-07

43

September-07

13

October-07

17

Up to 29-Nov-07

15

“Terminated” their tax exempt certificates is interpreted by the Finance Centre
Department as companies which have returned their certificates and no longer
require exempt status.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 790 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
I am grateful for the answer. Can I just point out to the Chief Minister that this
answer is headed as an answer to a question in relation to the number of tax exempt
companies which terminated their tax exempt certificates and sets out that the
termination or terminated is interpreted by the Finance Centre Department as
companies which have returned their certificates and no longer require exempt
status, an issue which was debated in the House. My question is now actually
phrased, asking the Government to tell me how many exempt companies have
returned their exemption certificates. I simply point that out because I know it has
been an issue before and it is still being referred to as termination question in the
answer.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, it is the same information. We now know that we are both talking about the
same thing.
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HON F R PICARDO:
That is right, there is therefore no need for whoever drafts this answer to………

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
To continue to put that qualification. All right, thank you.
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ORAL

NO. 791 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

COMPANIES REGISTER
Can Government list the companies formed in Gibraltar in each of the months since
February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 792 and 793 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 792 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

COMPANIES REGISTER
Can Government state how many companies have been removed from the
companies register in each of the months since February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 791 and 793 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 793 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

COMPANIES REGISTER
Can Government state how many companies have been re-domiciled out of Gibraltar
in each of the months since February 2007 and how many of these asked for their
registrations to be cancelled?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 793 OF 2007

Answer to Question 791 of 2007
The list of companies formed in Gibraltar in each of the months since February 2007
are as follows:
February ’07

222

March ’07

239

April ’07

154

May ’07

202

June ’07

239

July ’07

205

August ’07

168

September ’07

149

October ’07

160

Answer to Question 792 of 2007
The list of companies removed from the companies Register in each of the months
since February 2007 are as follows:
February ’07

20

March ’07

231

April ’07

172

May ’07

93

June ’07

147

July ’07

129

August ’07

140

September ’07
October ’07

94
146

Cont………
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CONT’D ANSWER TO QUESTION 793 OF 2007

Answer to Question 793 of 2007
The number of companies re-domiciled out of Gibraltar in each of the months since
February 2007 are as follows:
The registrar gives consent 30 days after the notice is issued and consent is given
almost without exception.
February ’07

7

March ’07

12

April ’07

13

May ’07

6

June ’07

10

July ’07

17

August ’07

5

September ’07

14

October ’07

15

It is impossible within the time frame given to give an accurate figure on how many
companies have asked for their registration to be cancelled within the months of
February 2007 to date.
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ORAL

NO. 794 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

BANKING SECTOR
Can Government state how many persons were employed in the banking sector in
Gibraltar, giving a breakdown by bank and by nationality (showing how many are
Gibraltarian) in the months since the end of February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 795 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 795 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

INSURANCE INDUSTRY
What is the total number of persons employed in the insurance industry in Gibraltar
giving a breakdown by company and by nationality (showing how many are
Gibraltarian) in the months since the end of February 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 795 of 2007
Answer to Question 794

Banking
Month

No. of
Employers

No. of
Employees

Gib

Other
British

Spanish

Moroccan

Other EEC

Other
NonECC

February-07

15

764

490

161

42

1

63

7

March-07

15

764

493

162

41

1

61

6

April-07

15

778

498

169

41

1

64

5

May-07

15

777

495

169

39

1

68

5

June-07

15

781

498

172

40

1

66

4

July-07

15

788

501

176

40

1

66

4

August-07

15

790

502

175

40

1

69

3

September07

15

780

496

170

40

1

69

4

Cont….
1
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Contd Answer to Question 795
Answer to Question 795
Insurance

Month

No. of
Employers

No. of
Employees

Gib

Other
British

Spanish

Moroccan

Other EEC

Other
NonECC

February-07

29

208

127

69

2

0

6

4

March-07

29

213

129

69

3

0

8

4

April-07

29

214

127

71

3

0

8

5

May-07

29

212

125

70

4

0

8

5

June-07

29

216

125

74

4

0

8

5

July-07

31

215

121

75

4

0

10

5

August-07

31

214

121

75

4

0

9

5

September07

31

214

121

76

4

0

8

5

ETB statistics are prepared quarterly. In the time frame available it is not
possible to generate information for October and November 2007.
These figures have been provided by the ETB and might be slightly inflated, as some
employers do not always deregister employees once they leave the company.
However, we have been informed by the ETB that the insurance industry and
banking sector are generally compliant.
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ORAL

NO. 796 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

FINANCIAL SERVICES – CONFERENCES
Can Government give the cost, with a breakdown, of attendance at all and any
conferences which related or were considered to relate to financial services in the
months from the end of February 2007 to date, giving the name of the conference,
the offices of those who might have attended as part of the Government delegation?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The information the hon Member has requested is on the attached sheet which I now
hand to him. Could I just mention that we are not including the Gibraltar Day Finance
Centre lunch as this is in a separate question on the Order Paper.
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Answer to Question 796 of 2007

The Finance Centre Department attended the following conferences in the
months of February 2007 to the 29th November 2007:
8th March 2007 – Breakfast financial services presentation in Madrid.
Attended by: Mr James Tipping – Finance Centre Director
Mrs Sabrina Ramagge – Executive Officer
Ms Mireille Alsina – Administrative Officer
Working breakfast
Flights and Accommodation
Subsistence
Expenses
Total:

£635.85
£965.00
£497.20
£464.71
£2,562.76

29th April – 3rd May 2007 – RIMS Conference and Exhibition 2007 - New
Orleans, USA
Attended by: Mr Joseph Macano – Director Licensing Unit
Mr Francis Sanchez – Executive Officer
Mr Chris Collins – Head of Insurance Supervision, FSC
Flights and accommodation
Subsistence
Expenses
Courier
Exhibition Fees
Conference facilities
Total:

£9,601.00
£ 587.42
£ 323.42
£ 922.98
£2,878.40
£ 908.35
£15,221.57

Cont………
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CONT’D ANSWER TO QUESTION 796/2007

24th May 2007 - Breakfast financial services presentation in Madrid.
Attended by: Mr James Tipping – Finance Centre Director
Mrs Sabrina Ramagge – Executive Officer
Mrs Maite Mir-Parody – PA to FCD/DLU
Working breakfast
Flights and Accommodation
Subsistence
Expenses
Total:

£ 839.30
£1,115.90
£ 331.46
£ 513.72
£2,800.38

21st June 2007 – IIR Wealth Management and the Family Office Conference –
London
Attended by: Mr James Tipping – Finance Centre Director
Mr Joseph Macano – Director Licensing Unit
Flights and Accommodation
Subsistence
Expenses
Total:

£1,113.00
£ 102.43
£ 315.27
£1,530.70

11th October 2007 – ‘Aon After the Event’ Insurance Workshop – London
Attended by: Mr James Tipping – Finance Centre Director
Flights and Accommodation
Expenses
Total:

£275.00
£150.00
£425.00

Cont………
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CONT’D ANSWER TO QUESTION 796/2007

19th November 2007 – The Finance Centre Department held a half-day Funds
Seminar at the Hotel Bayerischer Hof, Munich, Germany.
Attended by: Mr James Tipping – Finance Centre Director
Mr Joseph Macano – Director Licensing Unit
Mrs Sabrina Ramagge – Executive Officer
Ms Mireille Alsina – Administrative Officer
Flights and Accommodation
Subsistence
Expenses
Conference facilities
Total:

£ 2,532.30
£ 448.56
£ 739.28
£10,031.52
£13,751.66

However, the private sector from Gibraltar contributed towards the costs of the
seminar in Munich with a total payment of £4,000; being a contribution of £200
per attendee from Gibraltar. Their guests attended free of charge. The actual
cost to the Government, therefore, for holding the seminar was £9,751.66.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 796 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
In relation to the RIMS Conference I seem to recall that in other years the cost of
attendance at that has actually been part financed by the private sector. Was that
not the case this year?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I believe it is the case but most of these relate to the Government’s delegation for
which the Government pay.

HON F R PICARDO:
I see a reference to a March and a May financial services presentation in Madrid over
breakfast. Can the Chief Minister tell us how many people attended those
presentations?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No I cannot, because I was not there and I do not have the information here. But the
Finance Centre Director tells me that they detected a surprising amount of interest at
those sessions but I do not know how many people attended.

HON F R PICARDO:
Are there any such other conferences or financial services presentations of the same
sort, breakfast financial services presentations envisaged? Are these to be regular?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I honestly do not know, the Finance Centre Director works up a programme of these
things in consultation with the Finance Centre Council and other representative
bodies in the Finance Centre, and they decide how best to split the marketing budget
available to the Finance Centre Director. So I assume that there will be more of them
if it is true that they thought they were quite successful.
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ORAL

NO. 797 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

CM’S VISITS OVERSEAS
Can the Government give a breakdown of the cost of all travel by the Chief Minister
on Government business since the last answer in this House in February 2007 to
date stating:
(a) what the purpose of travel was;
(b) who travelled with the Chief Minister;
(c) who the Chief Minister intended to meet on each of the journeys undertaken;
and
(d) a breakdown of the travel expenses incurred?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 797 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister help me decode the list of persons travelling with
him. The list says CM, I assume that is him even though I do not think technically it
should be in that column. CS is the Chief Secretary, FC is the………

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
FS is the Financial Secretary.

HON F R PICARDO:
But who is FC?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Oh I see.

HON F R PICARDO:
That is the name of an individual rather than a………

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, that is the name of the individual, that is the Media Director, correct.

HON F R PICARDO:
PSP?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Private Secretary (Projects).

HON F R PICARDO:
PSL?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Private Secretary (Legal).
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HON F R PICARDO:
LM? Ah, individual’s name.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, the now Minister for Employment.

HON F R PICARDO:
But not then.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Then the District Officer, the Trade Union representative.

HON F R PICARDO:
I am not questioning the issue I am just trying to understand. The breakdown is the
breakdown of costs in respect………

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
………Of the Chief Minister.

HON F R PICARDO:
It is your cost?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Apparently.

HON F R PICARDO:
Not the total cost of the endeavour? Obliged.
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ORAL

NO. 798 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING IN NEWSPAPERS
What amount has the Government paid, in respect of advertising, to any registered
newspaper since February 2007, giving a breakdown by month and newspaper?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION 798 OF 2007

HON F R PICARDO:
How is it that a newspaper like 7-Days is in receipt in some months of greater
amounts of advertising from the Government than a newspaper like the Chronicle,
given that the 7-Days is a weekly publication and the Chronicle a daily?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, I do not believe that is the case I think he is misreading the information. The
fact, for example, that in February the Chronicle has zero and in March £11,898 does
not mean that no advertisements were placed in February and that many were
placed in March. Simply that that is how the payments were made. He has asked
for a breakdown of the payments not of the placing of advertisements. The same
answer for the Panorama that has zero against several months and quite large sums
against others, because there is some arrangement by which I think they are paid
quarterly.

HON F R PICARDO:
Looking at the period, the whole of the period not any individual month which might
create a distortion of the sort the Chief Minister has pointed out a moment ago, is the
Chief Minister not concerned to see that over the period of 36 weeks represented by
this answer, 7-Days has obtained £733.72 on average a week, and that newspaper is
only published once a week, and the Chronicle has obtained £934 a week on
average for the period when that newspaper is published six times a week. Is that
not a cause of concern to the Chief Minister?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Even assuming that his mathematics is correct the answer is no.

HON F R PICARDO:
Is that because the 7-Days toes the editorial line that the Chief Minister enjoys
reading?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I would not know, I never read it.

HON F R PICARDO:
What, as far as the Chief Minister, given his previous answers in this House, given
that he obviously reads other newspapers that do not enjoy the benefit of
Government advertising but he does not read this one, which obviously does, does
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the Chief Minister have any information as to the circulation of 7-Days which he might
care to share with this House?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
My answer in respect of all of these questions is the same as on the last four
occasions in which he has generated the same debate at Question Time. For his
information I read only two newspapers, regularly, I may occasionally pick another
one up. That is the Gibraltar Chronicle and the Panorama, I do not read the Vox, I do
not read the other one the one that has nothing to do with the GSLP, the New People
and I do not read the 7-Days, the one that does not send birthday cards to the GSLP
members. Those are the newspapers that I read and for the rest of it he can draw
whatever unjustified inferences he likes.

HON F R PICARDO:
I am drawing no inferences whatsoever except of course to note that the Chief
Minister allows his Government to advertise only in one of the newspapers that he
tells us he does not read. He does not allow to advertise in the New People, he does
not allow to advertise in the Vox but he allows it to advertise in the 7-Days. So be it,
my question was does the Chief Minister have any information as to the circulation of
7-Days that he cares to share with this House, given the answers he has previously
given?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, I do not have any information on circulation.

HON F R PICARDO:
In that case how can he justify his answers previously that the question of
Government advertising was based on the circulation that different newspapers have
and that the Government was going to advertise in the newspapers with the greatest
amount of circulation?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, because the Government’s advertising policy is not based exclusively on
circulation. If it were the Panorama would not get as much in comparison with the
Gibraltar Chronicle.

HON F R PICARDO:
Yes and whoever cares to look at these figures will see that, in fact, the Panorama
does not get as much as the Gibraltar Chronicle does. Perhaps for just that reason,
but the Chief Minister should then perhaps consider telling us exactly what it is that
the criteria is for Government advertising. In his previous answer he certainly left the
Opposition with the impression that the overriding issue was circulation and not, of
course, perish the thought, editorial policy.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I have already told the hon Member that I am not willing to have this debate with him
again.

HON F R PICARDO:
This is not a debate that we are having again. If what he told us in the House last
time was that the issue of Government advertising was to be determined on the basis
of the circulation of the newspaper and he now tells us that this is not the only reason
that determines what the advertising is, would the Chief Minister care to share with
us what the criteria is?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The answer remains the same.

HON F R PICARDO:
What I am pointing out to the Chief Minister is that his answer is not in any way
designed to elucidate, it is designed perhaps to hide the issues that he does not want
to see the light of day. Like perhaps the fact that editorial policy is more
determinative of whether a newspaper gets advertising or not.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The facts before the hon Member clearly disprove that. Look, the Government have
no reluctance to declare that they have a policy of not advertising in the New People
and a policy of not advertising in the Vox regardless of circulation for other criteria.
But the hon Member cannot with honesty say that the evidence suggests that we
only advertise in newspapers whose editorial line we share, because we advertise,
the second biggest beneficiary of Government advertisement is the Panorama, that
not only is systemically opposed to the Government but never has any support for
the Government’s position in its editorial line, and appears to be another paper where
the editorial line supports, on the whole, the Opposition. So the hon Member may
want to regret, in whatever terms he chooses, that the Government choose not to
advertise in the Vox and in the New People. But he cannot say to this House that the
Chief Minister’s answer is to hide the fact that we only advertise in newspapers
whose editorial line we support because that is self-evidently not true. Were that true
we would not advertise in Panorama.

HON F R PICARDO:
What the Chief Minister has told the House is self-evidently not true because, of
course, the front page of Panorama was featured in one of their pre-Election leaflets,
indicating why exactly it was that people should choose his party at Election and not
ours. Putting that aside, would the Chief Minister care to remind the House of what is
then the criteria for choosing which newspapers for Government to advertise in. Just
trying to narrow in on the debate. Perhaps he might care to remind us why it is that
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his Government does not advertise in the New People? I am not asking for that
much.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
We have explained all this numerous times ad nauseum in the past and I am not
willing to repeat it again.

HON F R PICARDO:
What the Chief Minister has said in the past is that circulation was the determinative
factor. Can he tell us what are the other factors, or is it that that is too much of a
strain? We would have resolved this issue and not have had to have this cat and
mouse game, if he had told us what the criteria was.

MR SPEAKER:
Well, I think the hon Member has had the Chief Minister’s answer to the same
question in several ways, we have got to move on.

HON F R PICARDO:
In that case I move on to the other part of my Supplementary which is this. Can he
remind us why it is that he does not advertise in the New People?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
My answer remains as explained in the past and I am not willing to give any more
answers to these questions. We do not advertise in the New People, as he well
knows, for the same reason as I have given him this explanation a dozen times
already, for the same reason that the GSLP when they were in Government did not
advertise in the New People. We have not changed, I have given him this
explanation a dozen times, we have not changed the Government’s advertising
policy in relation to the New People, we have simply kept the GSLP Government’s
policy in place. They did not advertise in the New People either because they
recognised, what everybody else recognises and know, that the New People is a
GSLP leaflet.

HON F R PICARDO:
It happens to be registered as a newspaper under the Newspapers Act. Despite that,
is he aware that he now sits alongside an individual who sat alongside me when the
New People commenced its legal action against the Gibraltar Government for its
failure to advertise in that publication?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The GSD Government is very proud to have all real socialists in Gibraltar in its ranks
and not them.
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ORAL

NO. 799 OF 2007

THE HON F R PICARDO

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS
Has Government had any indication of when it can expect a ruling in the legal
proceedings (Court of First Instance register number 240836 and allocated case
number T-211/04) against the EU Commission?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

No, Sir.
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ORAL

NO. 800 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

LAND/BUILDING SALES AND LEASES
Can Government provide a breakdown of the land and building sales and leases
completed in the last financial year and the amount received in respect of this by the
I&D Fund?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Answer to Question 800 of 2007
Breakdown Of Cash Collected In Respect Of Land Sales During The Period April 2006 To March
2007
Property
Cash Received
4E Rulander House (Part payment iro profit of GOG’s share)
£720.00
51 Line Wall Road
£9,820.00
17/2 Castle Road
£5,992.00
6/C Castle Road
£1,000.00
305 Trafalgar House
£3,468.60
29/2 Lime Kiln Road
£2,910.00
301 Trafalgar House
£2,491.00
3 Tarik Passage
£38,600.00
27 Scud Hill
£117,000.00
Additional land at "The Anchorage" site
£505,000.00
Ex. St. Peter's School, Catalan Bay
£750,000.00
303 Trafalgar House
£2,411.10
Kiosk No. 2, 5 Waterport
£6,000.00
30 Devils Tower Road
£600,000.00
Flat 3 Trafalgar House
£4,117.20
9/3 South Barrack Road
£5,792.58
Premium iro licence to operate ATM's
£1,000.00
Rock Cottage, South Barrack Road
£1,300,000.00
Mount Barbary, Mount Road
£1,905,070.00
504 Trafalgar House
£3,468.60
11/3 South Barrack Road
£2,160.00
2C Engineer Road
£18,445.00
1C Waterport
£200,000.00
John Snow House, 35 Europa Road
£677,000.00
Flat 1 Trafalgar House
£3,337.00
2 Transport Lane
£65,000.00
Queensway Quay (The Sails)
£1,026,000.00
7 South Barrack Road
£27,600.00
Kiosk at 18A Queensway
£8,000.00
12 Europa Road (Beaulieu House)
£725,000.00
41 Rosia Dale
£5,000.00
3 Rosia Dale
£5,000.00
64 Rosia Dale
£5,200.00
Picadilly Gardens
£170,000.00
Development Rights Ground Floor Europort
£117,000.00
Marina Bay Additional Area
£1,400,000.00
6 Bayside Road
£500,000.00
7 Europa Road
£1,600,000.00
34 Devils Tower Road
£100,000.00
2 Buenavista Road
£210,000.00
9/7 Naval Hospital Hill
£15,200.00
33 Devils Tower Road
£170,000.00
37 Trafalgar House
£5,818.60
21 Trafalgar House
£4,371.00
3 Johnstones Passage
£18,700.00
2 Old Queens Road (Inces Farm)
£52,600.00
£12,396,292.68

735

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 800 OF 2007

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Can I just check what has been given to him? Does he have just one page?

HON J J BOSSANO:
One page, yes. It coincides with the figure in the forecast outturn so I assume it is
right.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, the total but not the build up I fear. Yes, it may be, it is just that I have got two.
Yes, I think it is okay.
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ORAL

NO. 801 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

YACHTS
Is it Government policy that persons on a yacht who fill up with petrol at the yacht
petrol stations near the ferry terminal can then proceed to enter Gibraltar from that
access point without passing immigration controls?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

No, Sir.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 801 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Are the Government aware that this is what is happening?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I personally am not aware because I work at No. 6 Convent Place and not at the
petrol filling station down by the ferry terminal. But if the hon Member thinks that that
is what is happening, I will certainly tell the Commissioner of Police who is
responsible for policing Gibraltar’s entry points in that respect. But the answer is no,
I am not aware that that is what is going on.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
I would be grateful if the Chief Minister could look into it. Certainly our information is
that they are regular customers along the shops in Watergardens while they are
filling up the yachts, then they simply go back to the yachts and leave.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I am grateful to the hon Member for pointing it out, it is most inappropriate.

737

HON DR J J GARCIA:
There is a security dimension to it.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
There is primarily a security and immigration dimension.
unacceptable if it is happening.

It is completely

HON G H LICUDI:
Can the Government state whether they are aware of any measures or controls that
are taken to actually prevent this happening?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
There are not, I have just conceded that I do not know that it is happening.
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ORAL

NO. 802 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

DTI – PTO (ENFORCEMENT OFFICER) / PTO (TOWN PLANNING ASSISTANT)
In respect of the vacant positions of PTO (Enforcement Officer) and PTO (Town
Planning Assistant) in the Department of Trade and industry which were advertised in
May, can Government say in each case:
(a) how many persons applied for the position;
(b) whether the position has now been filled;
(c) the nationality of the successful applicant?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

One application was received for the post of PTO (Enforcement Officer). No
applications were received for the post of PTO (Town Planning Assistant) and neither
of the positions have been filled. The two posts, he may be interested in knowing,
were re-advertised on 28th November.
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ORAL

NO. 803 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

BETTING INDUSTRY
Can Government provide the latest available figures for the number of persons
employed in the betting industry in Gibraltar, giving a breakdown by company and by
nationality, showing how many are Gibraltarian and the date when the figures apply?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER
A total of 1,803 persons were employed by 19 companies as at 31st October 2007.
The breakdown requested by him is set out in the schedule which is now being
handed to him.
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ORAL

NO. 804 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR REGULATORY AUTHORITY
Can Government say whether the post of Gambling Supervisor in the Gibraltar
Regulatory Authority which was advertised in May has now been filled?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER
Yes, the post was filled on 1st October.
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ORAL

NO. 805 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR REGULATORY AUTHORITY
Can Government say whether they, or the Gibraltar Regulatory Authority, have
received any correspondence from British Ministers to demand a more stringent
regime for the gaming industry following questions in Parliament by Lord Faulkner?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

No, Sir, no such correspondence has been received, nor is it expected.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 805 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can he say whether it has been discussed verbally in meetings with British Ministers,
is this an issue that they have raised?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No it has not, not by me.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Or by them I take it?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Correct.
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ORAL

NO. 806 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

TREASURY TENDER BOARD
Can Government give the composition of the Treasury Tender board in 2006 and in
2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 807 and 808 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 807 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

TREASURY TENDER BOARD
Can Government say how consultants to the Treasury Tender Board are chosen and
what criteria is applied in their selection?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 806 and 808 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 808 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

TREASURY TENDER BOARD
Can Government say whether the Treasury Tender Board takes advice from any
consultants in the award of any type of tender, and if so can they list the consultants
that have been involved showing the tender awarded, to whom it was awarded and
the date of the award?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The composition of the Treasury Tender Board in 2006 and 2007 was as follows:
In 2006 the Financial and Development Secretary, the Accountant General
and the Secretary of the Board who is the Senior Officer (Finance).

In 2007 it was the Financial Secretary, the Accountant General and the same
Secretary.
It is not the current practice for the Treasury Tender Board to seek advice from
consultants in the award of tenders.
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ORAL

NO. 809 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

RATES
Can Government list the entities that have been exempted from rates in the period 1
July 2007 to 30 June 2008?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I will now hand the hon Member a list of the entities that have been exempted from
assessment of rates, so far in respect of the rates year ending June 2008 under subsection 279K of the Public Health Act. Applications for exemptions from the payment
of rates under section 282 of the Public Health Act, are invited after the end of each
rates year. No rates exemptions have therefore been authorised, as yet, in respect
of the year ending 30 June 2008.
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ORAL

NO. 810 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

EU SECRETARIAT – FUNDS ADVISOR
Can Government say how many persons applied for the vacant post of Funds
Advisor at the EU Secretariat which was advertised in May, whether the post has
been filled, and, if so, the nationality of the successful applicant?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

There were ten applications for the post of Funds Advisor. The successful candidate
is a British national.
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ORAL

NO. 811 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

EU DIRECTIVES
Can Government say how many EU Directives are pending transposition in Gibraltar
as on 30 November 2007, with a list showing which ones they are and the date by
which they should be in force?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 812 and 813 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 812 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

EU DIRECTIVES
Can Government list the EU Directives whose transposition in Gibraltar is currently
overdue, showing whether any action has been taken by the Commission in each
case and, showing where applicable, the stage in the infraction process?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 811 and 813 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 813 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

EU DIRECTIVES
In terms of the Directives whose transposition in Gibraltar are currently overdue, can
Government give the reason for the delay in each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule setting out the information that he requests.
I should point out that in respect of untransposed Directives, the schedule sets out
the information of which we are aware. In making huge inroads into the backlog over
the last ten years, one of the problems that we have faced is precisely the fact that
the United Kingdom has been and remains unable to provide us with a complete list
of our transposition obligations, through which we could work systematically. On the
whole, Gibraltar’s standing in respect of transposition now compares favourably with
many Member States, almost all of which have some degree of backlog.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 812 OF 2007
Current Infractions (as at 30th November 2007)
The following is a list of EU Directives whose transposition is overdue and that are
under infraction proceedings, showing the stage in the infraction process.

ECJ cases
2004/38 The right of citizens of the Union and their family to move and reside freely
within the EU.
2003/108 on waste electrical and electronic equipment.

Reasoned Opinions
2002/91 Energy performance of buildings.
2005/33 Sulphur content of marine fuels.
2004/83 Minimum standards for the qualification and status of third country nationals
or stateless persons as refugees or as persons who otherwise need international
protection and the content of the protection granted.
2000/43 Implementing the principle of equal treatment between persons irrespective
of race or ethnic origin.
2006/22 Concerning social legislation relating to road transport activities.

Art 226 Letters
2004/23 Human tissues and cells.
79/409 Conservation of wild birds.
2006/98 Adapting certain directives in the field of taxation by reason of the accession
of Bulgaria and Romania.
2005/19 Amending the European mergers tax directive.
2000/78 Equal treatment in employment and occupation.
2002/73 Equal treatment for men and women.
2003/59 on the initial qualification periodic training for professional drivers of road
vehicles for the carriage of goods or passengers.
2006/105 amending directives in the field of environment by reason of the accession
of Bulgaria and Romania.
2005/35 On ship source pollution and on the introduction of penalties for
infringements.
2003/20 on the compulsory use of safety belts in vehicles of less than 3,5 tonnes.
2004/35 on environmental liability with regard to the prevention and remedying of
environmental damage.
2005/65 on enhancing port security.
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ORAL

NO. 814 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

EU DIRECTIVES
What is the composition of the Whitehall/Gibraltar Tracking Group for EU
compliance, what was the date of its last meeting, and where did the meeting take
place?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The Whitehall/Gibraltar Tracking Group is a joint HMG/GoG working group to
exchange information on transposition in Gibraltar of EU Directives and related
matters. The United Kingdom provides information of legislation in the pipeline and
we provide the UK with information about our transposition programme, so that they
can be aware of our situation and answer the Commission’s queries as they arise. It
last met on 27th November 2007 at the Foreign & Commonwealth Office in London.
The Gibraltar Delegation comprises the Assistant Chief Secretary, the Head of the
Legislation Support Unit and a Law Draftsman. The UK Delegation comprises
representatives of the Foreign & Commonwealth Office, the Department of the
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the Department of Business, Enterprise and
Regulatory Reform, Department of Communities and Local Government, Department
of Transport, Home Office and Ministry of Justice and Health and Safety Executive.
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ORAL

NO. 815 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

CONVENTIONS EXTENDED TO GIBRALTAR
Can Government list the 12 conventions, seven of which relate to anti-terroism
matters, that have not been extended to Gibraltar, showing the date the convention
was agreed, the date on which the United Kingdom ratified the convention, and why
it has not been extended in each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The Government is not accountable in this House, or at all, for the statements
attributed to officials of a foreign Government. We have no knowledge of any such
matters.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 815 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Do I take the answer to mean that there are no conventions, that none of the
conventions exist or none of them outstanding, or what?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, we have only been able to make head or tail of the question because I recognise
the question as being a statement attributed to a Spanish foreign office official in a
local newspaper. The Government do not respond to that and are not accountable
for those statements in this House, but we do not know anything about that. We do
not know if there are any such matters, or if there are not any such matters, we are
not aware of them. No one has told us, we just do not know if they are true, not true,
we have no knowledge whatsoever.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
The Chief Minister is right to say that they should not answer a statement attributed
to a Spanish official, which is why the question makes no reference to the Spanish
official. All I want to know is whether the conventions have been extended or not.
Xxxxx where there are 12 conventions, seven of which deal with anti-terrorism
matters, that have not been extended to Gibraltar and if so why not?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
But we cannot possibly know unless we know what conventions they are, and indeed
whether they exist. We cannot know the negative, the conventions would have to be
identified for us to know whether they exist, whether they have or have not been
extended to Gibraltar. The question is not capable of answering, we just do not have
enough information to identify what the maker of the statement was alluding to.
Therefore, what the hon Member is alluding to in this question. I am not aware of
any number of anti-terrorism international conventions that have not been extended
to Gibraltar. Which does not mean that there are not any, but I am not aware. We
are not going to trawl through every international convention in Halsbury’s Laws of
England to see whether there are 12, seven, six or none.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
But is it not the normal practice for the UK to consult the Government of Gibraltar
before extending a convention?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes it is, but that is not forensic about this.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Which is to say that if there had been one which has not been extended, the
Government would have been consulted about this beforehand, is that right?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
We are consulted about extensions not about non extensions. Sometimes the UK
ask………

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Could the Government choose not to have it extended to Gibraltar?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, although there are some issues on which the UK tries to persuade us that we
should seek not to be extended. There are some areas of international conventions
where the UK likes to have all its overseas territories lined up in a neat row like
ducks. Terrorism is normally one of them, which is why I am quite surprised that
anyone should think there is seven of them. It is quite interesting really, it would
show quite a lapse of care on the part of many people.
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HON DR J J GARCIA:
May I suggest that the next time the Chief Minister meets the Spanish Foreign
Ministry official in question, the Foreign Office official in question, he clarifies exactly
what he meant.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not think he really wants me to do that.
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ORAL

NO. 816 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR DAY IN LONDON
How many persons attended the finance centre lunch that took place during the
Gibraltar Day celebrations in London, and how many were from Gibraltar?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 817 and 818 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 817 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR DAY IN LONDON
How many of the 1,200 persons who were invited to the Guildhall to celebrate
Gibraltar Day in London were from Gibraltar and who were they?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 816 and 818 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 818 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR DAY IN LONDON
What was the cost, with breakdown, of the Gibraltar Day events in London in October
this year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answer to Question 816 of 2007

Finance Centre Lunch
Flights and accommodation
Other expenses
Finance Centre Lunch

1,931.00
929.89
15,849.90
________
18,710.79

Evening Reception at the Guildhall
Hire of Guildhall
Catering
Printing, postage, St John Ambulance, Royal
Marine Cadets, transportation, lighting and
anciliary expenses
Re-Enactment Society travel and accommodation
Press travel/expenses

10,605.00
30,981.31

17,870.79
4,480.00
4,140.00
________
68,077.10

Contd………
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CONTD ANSWER TO QUESTION 818

Answer to Question 817 of 2007
The number of persons invited to the Guildhall from Gibraltar for the reception was
193.

Answer to Question 818 of 2007
A total of 193 persons attended the Finance Centre lunch of which 77 were from
Gibraltar. We are not providing him with a list of the 1,200 names.

761

ORAL

NO. 819 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

MINISTERS’ OFFICIAL TRAVEL COSTS
Can Government list the cost of air travel incurred by each individual Minister and the
Chief Minister on official business in 2006 and in 2007 up to 11 October, with a
breakdown showing the date of travel, the destination, the airline, the category of
seat paid for and the travel agent that was used to make the booking?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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ORAL

NO. 820 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – NEW AIR TERMINAL
Can Government say how many entities submitted a tender for the construction of a
new air terminal which was submitted for publication in the Official Journal of the EU
in March, showing the name of each entity and the country where it has its
headquarters?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

There were four tender submissions received for the construction of the new air
terminal:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Dragados SA
FCC Construction SA/INECO JV
Ferrovial – Agroman SA
Obrascon Huarte Lain SA

All submissions had Spanish return addresses.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 820 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can I ask the Chief Minister whether there was a successful tenderer in relation to
this particular issue?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No.
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ORAL

NO. 821 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – ACCESS ROAD AND TUNNEL
Can Government say how many entities submitted a request to participate in the
tender for the design and construction of a new access road and tunnel for Gibraltar
airport and frontier which was advertised in May, and how many were from Gibraltar?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

There were eight submissions for a request to participate in the tender for the design
of construction of a new access road and tunnel and none were from Gibraltar.
Hardly surprising, there are no tunnel builders here.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 821 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can the Chief Minister say whether the tender has been awarded?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No it has not.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
In relation to this question, are the tenderers all based in Spain as well?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Is it possible for the Chief Minister to say who the tenderers are and the countries in
which they have their headquarters?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, I should perhaps explain that this is a particular type of EU tender involving a
pre-qualification process. Therefore, they are not full tender submissions in the
normal sense that he might normally understand. Indeed, the same is true of the
previous question where, in effect, there is a pre-qualification procedure and the list
is then reduced et cetera in phases. There are eight companies, Obrascon Huarte
Lain, Brues y Fernandez, Van Oord, FCC Construction, Isolux Corsin Rotary,
Ferrovial Agroman, Sandoacciona and Volker Stevin.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
The Volker Stevin tender was that under the local Volker Stevin Gibraltar or their
headquarters in the Netherlands? Given that they are already based here.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not know.
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ORAL

NO. 822 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – BUS TO / FROM LA LINEA
Can Government say what was the cost of purchasing the bus which operates from
Gibraltar Airport to La Linea?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 823 to 826 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 823 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – BUS TO / FROM LA LINEA
Can Government say what the running costs are, with a breakdown, of the bus that
operates from Gibraltar Airport to La Linea on a monthly basis since the service
commenced?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 822 and 824 to 826 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 824 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – BUS TO / FROM LA LINEA
Can Government confirm whether the running costs of the operation of the bus
service from Gibraltar Airport to La Linea are met by the Government or by the
operator?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 822, 823, 825 and 826 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 825 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – BUS TO / FROM LA LINEA
Can Government say whether they have now entered into an agreement with Bland
Ltd to cover its cost of providing the bus service, and if so on what date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 822 to 824 and 826 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 826 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – TERMINAL BUSES
Can Government say what the cost was of purchasing the smaller buses which ferry
passengers between terminals at Gibraltar Airport in respect of the flights to and from
Madrid, and what the running costs of this operation are with a breakdown, on a
monthly basis, since the service commenced?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answer to Question 822 of 2007
The bus operating the service between Gibraltar Airport and La Linea is not the
property of the Gibraltar Government.

Answer to Question 823 of 2007
The information requested by the hon Member is of a statistical nature and is set out
in the schedule I now hand him.

Answer to Question 824 of 2007
The running costs for the operation of the Gibraltar Airport to La Linea shuttle bus
service are met by Government.

Answer to Question 825 of 2007
Government has not entered into an agreement with Bland Ltd to cover its cost of
providing the shuttle bus service between Gibraltar Airport and La Linea.

Answer to Question 826 of 2007
The Cobus 3000 airport apron buses, which ferry passengers between terminals at
Gibraltar Airport in respect of flights to Madrid, are the property of the Gibraltar
Government. Three Cobus 3000 buses were purchased, not exclusively for that use
but that is what they are being used for at the moment, by Government in April 2007
at a cost of £74,615.21 per unit. The running costs for these buses is included in the
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running costs for the Gibraltar Airport to La Linea shuttle bus service and are set out
in the Schedule for Question 823.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 826 OF 2007
Answer to Question 823

Running cost for Gibraltar Airport Shuttle Bus

Route: La Linea to Gibraltar Airport
Cost
£
16th to 31st December 2006
January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007
November 2007

3,893.64
7,787.29
7,787.29
7,787.29
7,787.29
9,166.69
9,166.69
9,166.69
9,166.69
9,166.69
7,787.29
1,100.00

Total to date:

89,763.60

Breakdown of Running cost for Gibraltar Airport Shuttle Bus

Route: La Linea to Gibraltar Airport
Cost
£
Staff Costs per annum
Depreciation on Buses
(average per year for 2 years)
Insurance
Maintenance
Fuel
Licences
Blands 10% Management Fee

51,563.27
11,290.00
5,000.00
10,000.00
3,500.00
250.00
8,160.33

Total cost to Government per annum:

89,763.60
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 822 TO 826 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
The Chief Minister said there was no agreement with Blands.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No formal agreement.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Can he say what kind of agreement there is?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The Government officials administering this matter correspond with Blands on a
monthly basis in order to assess the requirement for the service and, based on that,
agree a monthly fee. Given the reduction in the number of weekly flights on the
Gibraltar/Madrid route operated by Iberia, from November 2007 and then the
withdrawal of the GB Airways flight, these things have reduced significantly of late
but the fee is agreed on a monthly basis on the basis of the amount that the service
is being required.
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ORAL

NO. 827 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

THE MOUNT
Can Government say whether a study has been carried out of the repairs that are
needed at The Mount, and give an indication of the cost involved?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

No such study has been carried out.
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ORAL

NO. 828 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

ROSIA COTTAGES
Is Government now in a position to provide the total legal costs in relation to the
settlement that was arrived at with the owners of the Rosia Cottages, showing its
own legal costs and the costs of the owners of the Cottages?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The total legal costs for the settlement cannot yet be provided as the costs of the
owners of the cottages have not yet been agreed or taxed. I cannot remember if I
have given him the Government side of it before. I will just repeat it. GoG costs
were £47,692 plus £76,812 in respect of Stamp Duty and I think the DPC’s costs
were £14,280.
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ORAL

NO. 829 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – LANDING CHARGES
Can the Government say when it will be in a position to announce a new, reduced
airport charges tariff structure in respect of landing charges at Gibraltar Airport?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

No, Sir. I cannot tell him when it will be announced. We are aiming for some time in
December but that might slip into January.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 829 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
Is there any particular issue which is holding up the announcement or the
calculation?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the Government are simply contemplating several different models and several
different options.
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ORAL

NO. 830 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – MADRID FLIGHT
On what date was Government informed by GB Airways that the airline would
discontinue their flights to Madrid once the summer schedule was over?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I have not been able to pinpoint the exact date, but, from memory, it was either the
day before or the day of their public statement to that effect.
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ORAL

NO. 831 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GB AIRWAYS / EASYJET
Can Government say exactly when they became aware of the sale of GB Airways to
Easyjet?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 832 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 832 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GB AIRWAYS / EASYJET
Has there been any contact between the Government and Easyjet after the
announcement of their purchase of GB Airways and if so on what date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The Government became aware of the sale the evening before it was announced
publicly. Easyjet is currently contractually precluded from engaging in discussions
with Government.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 831 AND 832 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is that a condition of the purchase of Gibraltar Airways that prevents them?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
It is normal, remember that that contract has not closed yet. It is not unusual, the
Government are not surprised. Until they become the owners of GB Airways the
contract says that they cannot engage the Government with this or places in all the
other destinations, I do not think it is exclusive to Gibraltar.
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ORAL

NO. 833 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – EU EMISSIONS TRADING SYSTEM
Can Government say whether flights to and from Gibraltar Airport will be covered by
the plans to bring aviation into the EU’S Emissions Trading System?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Yes, Sir.
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ORAL

NO. 834 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

CP39A (ENGINEER LANE / ARP SHELTER)
What is Government policy in relation to the use of Crown Property CP39A and the
adjacent ARP shelter?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 835 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 835 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

CP39A (ENGINEER LANE / ARP SHELTER)
What plans do Government have for CP39A in Engineer Lane and the adjoining ARP
shelter?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

In accordance with policy OTK6 of the
Engineer House, Government is currently
enhanced parking facilities in the area.
access in order to provide for a better link
part of town.

consultation draft Development Plan preparing concept design proposals for
Proposals will also address pedestrian
between the upper town and the central
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ORAL

NO. 836 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

IMPORT DUTY – LAND FRONTIER
How much import duty has been collected from persons entering Gibraltar through
the non-commercial gate at the land frontier on a monthly basis since February 2007
inclusive?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 837 to 840 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 837 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

IMPORT DUTY – BUILDING MATERIALS
What was the amount of import duty paid on building materials on a monthly basis
since February 2007 inclusive?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 836 and 838 to 840 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 838 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

IMPORTS – PRIVATE MOTOR VEHICLES
What the value and number of private motor vehicles imported by:
(a) individuals;
(b) licensed dealers,
on a monthly basis since January 2007 inclusive?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 836, 837, 839 and 840 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 839 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

IMPORTS – GOODS VEHICLES
What was the value and number of goods vehicles imported by:
(a) individuals;
(b) licensed dealers,
on a monthly basis since January 2007 inclusive?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 836 to 838 and 840 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 840 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

IMPORTS – COMPUTERS
What was the value of computer hardware imported into Gibraltar, on a monthly
basis, since January 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 840
Answer to Question 836 of 2007
The amount of import duty collected from persons entering Gibraltar through the noncommercial gate at the Land frontier on a monthly basis since February 2007 is as
follows:
FEBRUARY 2007
MARCH 2007
APRIL 2007
MAY 2007
JUNE 2007
JULY 2007
AUGUST 2007
SEPTEMBER 2007
OCTOBER 2007

£12738.28
£15344.30
£15527.98
£17080.95
£14290.23
£14640.64
£11964.92
£12921.66
£16140.28

Answer to Question 837 of 2007
The amount of import duty collected on building materials on a monthly basis since
February 2007 is as follows:
FEBRUARY 2007
MARCH 2007
APRIL 2007
MAY 2007
JUNE 2007
JULY 2007
AUGUST 2007
SEPTEMBER 2007
OCTOBER 2007

£110,184.13
£146,073.67
£135,912.53
£147,805.70
£130,645.22
£122,196.36
£106,436.72
£190,281.20
£110,180.82

Answer to Question 838 of 2007
The number and value of private motor vehicles imported by individuals and licensed
dealers on a monthly basis since January 2007 was as follows:

Private Motor Vehicles
Imported by Individuals

Number
JANUARY
2007
FEBRUARY
2007
MARCH 2007
APRIL 2007
MAY 2007
JUNE 2007
JULY 2007
AUGUST 2007

Value
(£ thousands)

Private Motor Vehicles
Imported by Licensed
Dealers
Number

Value
(£ millions)

13

32

596

8.0

15

41

597

6.3

25
22
25
20
17
19

59
94
105
47
36
93

599
544
620
630
439
732

7.7
7.1
7.9
7.4
5.6
9.9
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CONTD ANSWER TO QUESTION 840

Answer to Question 839
Goods Vehicles

Goods Vehicles
Imported by Licensed
Dealers

Imported by Individuals

Number
JANUARY
2007
FEBRUARY
2007
MARCH 2007
APRIL 2007
MAY 2007
JUNE 2007
JULY 2007
AUGUST 2007

Value
(£ thousands)

Number

Value
(£ millions)

1

1

5

156

1

0

6

18

3
3
1
1
2
1

5
5
1
1
2
1

5
1
10
28
24
22

35
58
68
344
326
249

Answer to Question 840
The value of computer hardware imported into Gibraltar on a monthly basis since
January 2007 was as follows:
Value of Computers
(£ thousands)
JANUARY 2007
FEBRUARY 2007
MARCH 2007
APRIL 2007
MAY 2007
JUNE 2007
JULY 2007
AUGUST 2007

1,206
922
722
1,155
1,659
655
1,272
1,313
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ORAL

NO. 841 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

LAND / BUILDING SALES AND LEASES
Can Government provide a breakdown of the land and building sales and leases
completed in the current financial year and the amount received in respect of this by
the I&D Fund to date?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 842 and 843 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 842 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

LAND AND PROPERTY SALES
Can Government give a breakdown of the revenue collected from land and property
cash sales during the period January 2007 to date, giving the date the revenue was
received, the name of the land/property and the cash received in each case and from
whom?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 841 and 843 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 843 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

TENDERS – RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
Can Government list the residential tenders that they have awarded in 2007 to date,
showing the name and the amount paid by the successful tenderer, the name of the
property in question and the date on which payment was made?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Members schedules containing the information requested.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 841 TO 843 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
In respect of Question No. 841, the amount that has been received from the sales in
the first six months of the financial year is just under £1.7 million, and the estimate in
the budget of what the Government hoped to obtain from the sale of Government
properties was £23 million. Is it likely that they are going to collect £21 million in the
second six months?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No it is not, it depends on certain things. For example, whether we make that
amount of progress in respect of the sale of the post-war houses and that sort of
thing and whether certain transactions complete. I think the answer is no, that we will
not come anywhere near that figure that was estimated.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I think last year, when in fact the forecast outturn which we have now had confirmed
is the figure we have been given today, was £12.4 million compared to an estimate of
£31 million. I believe I was told that part of this was sort of slippage in the sales
which were expected to be reflected in the figure for this year. This does not seem to
have happened in the first few months.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, it is true that with it being an election year and the elections approximating I think
the eye is taken off the ball of pushing through sales and focusing on that sort of
thing. The momentum tends to die down, I do not know whether it tends to but that I
think is what has happened. There has been a slight loss of momentum in the asset
realisation machinery which will now pick up, but I do not think we will certainly
recover the lost ground or anything near like it.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
In relation to Question No. 842, can the Chief Minister say, there is a payment here
of £1.4 million by Ocean Village Investments, leased area at Marina Bay, can he say
what exactly that entails or where that is?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I cannot tell him more than it says there which is premium in respect of additional
leased area at Marina Bay. Is this not one of the figures that were bandied about
yesterday when my hon Colleague Mr Holliday was answering questions about
Ocean Village? I am not aware right now what additional leased areas there have
been, whether that is an additional area or an additional lease term, extension of
lease, I could not tell him. I cannot think of any land that has been additionally
leased as opposed to the lease extended on land already leased to them.

802

ORAL

NO. 844 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

‘F’ BLOCK, 14 NAVAL HOSPITAL ROAD – TENDER
Can Government say whether ‘F’ Block, 14 Naval Hospital Road has now been
allocated by tender, giving the name of the successful tenderers, the amounts bid in
each case and the date on which the tenders were awarded?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 845 to 847 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 845 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

‘F’ BLOCK, 14 NAVAL HOSPITAL ROAD – TENDER
Can Government say whether the tenders for ‘F’ Block, 14 Naval Hospital Road were
awarded to the highest bidder in each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 844, 846 and 847 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 846 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

‘F’ BLOCK, 14 NAVAL HOSPITAL ROAD – TENDER
Can Government say how many tenders were received for ‘F’ Block, 14 Naval
Hospital Road?
ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 844, 845 and 847 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 847 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

‘F’ BLOCK, 14 NAVAL HOSPITAL ROAD – TENDER
In respect of the tender for ‘F’ Block, 14 Naval Hospital Road, can Government say
whether resale restrictions apply to these properties and whether it is a condition that
the successful tenderer has to live there?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The four units at ‘F’ Block offered to tender have not yet been adjudicated. I think
this is a good example of what I said earlier to the Leader of the Opposition, that
there was a loss of focus on asset sales. The conditions of tender do not include
resale restrictions nor any requirements for the successful tenderer to use the
property as his/her own residence.
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ORAL

NO. 848 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

THE LOWER ELMS, THE UPPER ELMS, ROSE TREE COTTAGE, ST STEPHEN’S
- TENDERS
Can Government say, in respect of the tenders for The Lower Elms, The Upper Elms,
Rose Tree Cottage and St Stephen’s which were advertised in January:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

have the tenders been awarded and if so to whom and on what date;
what amount was paid by each tenderer in respect of each property;
do any resale restrictions apply and if so what are they;
is it a condition of each tender that the successful tenderer has to live in the
property;
(e) are there any restrictions on the demolition of any of these properties;
(f) did each tender go to the highest bidder?

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 849 to 851 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 849 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

12 CASTLE STEPS – TENDER
Can Government say who was awarded the four residential units at 12 Castle Steps
and in what amount in each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 848, 850 and 851 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 850 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

CALPE MARRIED QUARTERS – TENDER
Can Government say who was awarded the ten residential units at Calpe Married
Quarters and for what amount in each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 848, 849 and 851 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 851 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

14 FLAT BASTION ROAD – TENDER
Can Government say who was awarded the ten residential units at 14 Flat Bastion
Road and in what amount in each case?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answer to Question 848 of 2007
I will read out the answers but I will pass him the schedule, which I am not relying on,
only to avoid having to read the names of the individual purchasers so that he can
see them.
Answer to Questions 849, 850 and 851 of 2007
Each tender did not go to the highest bidder. Or rather, of the two that went through,
they were not necessarily the highest bidder.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 851 OF 2007
Answer to Question 848
(a)

(b)

The tenders were awarded as follows:
Lower Elms
Upper Elms
St Stephens

Mr & Mrs Leroy
6 Mar 2007
Mr & Mrs Ramagge 6 Mar 2007
Mr & Mrs Cassaglia 6 Mar 2007

Rose Tree Cottage

Mr & Mrs Pilcher

6 Mar 2007

In respect of Rose Tree Cottage Mr & Mrs Pilcher paid £516,001
In respect of Upper Elms Mr & Mrs Ramagge paid £725,000
The other two tenderers did not complete the purchase.

(c)

No resale restrictions apply.

(d)

The properties were tendered for owner occupation.

(e)

No requests for demolition are subject to planning.

(f)

No.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 848 TO 851 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
The two that are not completed, the Lower Elms and St Stephen’s, are those being
put out to tender again?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I think so, I think the usual practice is then to offer it to the next highest bidder et
cetera. But I think that process has been exhausted, I cannot tell him whether they
are still going to the next bidder or whether they are going to rebid, I do not know. It
is one or the other of those two courses.

HON DR J J GARCIA:
In relation to the two that were not awarded to the highest bidder, were there any
other considerations in the award of those two tenders? If so, what was the
consideration?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, I have not got it. Usually it is because it is coupled with a development or an
extension proposal or something like that, which is outside the offer as tendered.
That is the usual reason, perhaps if it was from somebody that was coming
completely from abroad there might be consideration given that for a small sum of
extra money the property is best sold to somebody who is a local resident. Those
are the usual reasons. I suppose if somebody put in a bid, the highest bid of which
information were known as to there being any doubt as to the provenance of the
monies and its legality, that might be a reason but I cannot tell him in this particular
case what they were. Perhaps if he gives me notice of that question or would write to
me I will certainly provide him with the reasons, specifically in these two cases.
There is just one aspect of his questions that I have not answered, the units offered
to tender at Castle Steps, Calpe Married Quarters and Flat Bastion Road, under the
Upper Town Redevelopment Scheme, have not yet been adjudicated.
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ORAL

NO. 852 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

1-9 SOUTH PAVILION
Can Government say whether any resale restrictions apply on the sale of 1-9 South
Pavilion, and whether they were intended for the successful tenderer to live in?

ANSWER
THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

There were no resale restrictions but they were intended for owner occupation.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 852 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
If they were intended for owner occupation does that mean that the tenderer can then
put it on sale and the new owner occupies it?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes. Broadly the Government’s policy is on resale restrictions but if properties are
put out on the market and the full market price realised, then there is no justification
for imposing any form of restriction on the owner who has paid a full market price.
But if there is any element of subsidy, as there was for example in Rosia Court where
the properties were not put out for the highest bidder, but rather the Government
fixed the price and did not test the market in order to give an opportunity, because
those were houses suitable for it, for affordable home buyers, then the Government
does impose a resale restriction to reflect the fact that there is an element of non
market value aspect dimension to the transaction. But if the highest bidder in the
market says that the value of his property is £700,000 or £800,000, in those
circumstances there are no restrictions imposed.

HON J J BOSSANO:
But is the condition of owner occupation intended to mean that the person is buying it
to live in the place or are they permitted, because there are no restrictions, to knock it
down and put up a block of flats?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
That is precisely the point, it is owner occupation it is not for running a business, it is
not for running a hostel, it is not for knocking down. A lot of these tenders, people
despite the fact that the tender notice makes it clear that that is a reason, they still
put in applications including demolition, exactly the scenario. That has happened in
several of these things over the last year or two. When the Government want the
property to be used as a residence for whoever buys it, they impose these
conditions to make sure the buyer understands that this is not an opportunity for
anything else.

814

ORAL

NO. 853 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

GARRISON LIBRARY
Can Government say on what date they last discussed the transfer of the Garrison
Library with the Ministry of Defence?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The Garrison Library does not belong to the MOD, however the Government is in
contact with the Trust who holds the lease for the Library in order to procure the
transfer of the Library from the Trust to the Government.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 853 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
The Chief Minister says in contact, I mean, are there formal negotiations going on or
is there an informal process?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Intermittently. The problem is that every time we engage, either we are then
distracted away to some other issues or the Deputy Fortress Commander finishes his
tour of duty, who is I understand the Chairman of the Board of Trustees. So there
are intermittent informal discussions but I think it would be overstating it to say that
we are engaged in a process of formal negotiation. Although we intend that there
should be and will be.
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ORAL

NO. 854 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – EXPENDITURE BREAKDOWN
Can Government list the recurrent IT expenses for which £150,000 were paid by the
GHA (forecast outturn) in 2006/2007, indicating to whom the payments were made to
and for what purpose?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 855 to 865 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 855 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HEAD 8-A NO. 6 CONVENT PLACE – EXPENDITURE BREAKDOWN
Can Government give a breakdown of the following amounts in respect of
2006/2007, showing the amount, the entity the money was paid to, the work or
service that was performed in exchange and the date the money was paid:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Head 8-A Sub-head 11(a) forecast outturn £440,000 London Office – Med
Management Consultants Ltd;
Head 8-A Sub-Head 11(b) forecast outturn £102,000 Washington Office;
Head 8-A Sub-Head 11(c) forecast outturn £270,000 Brussels Office;
Head 8-A Sub-Head 11(d) forecast outturn £175,000 Madrid Office?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 856 to 865 of 2007.

817

ORAL

NO. 856 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HEAD 8-A NO. 6 CONVENT PLACE – EXPENDITURE BREAKDOWN
Can Government give a breakdown of the following in respect of 2006/2007, giving
the amount, the name of the entity the money was paid to, for what work or service,
and the date the money was paid:
(a) Head 8-A Sub-head 7(f) forecast outturn £12,000 Publications;
(b) Head 8-A Sub-head 9(c) forecast outturn £250,000 Telecommunication
Services;
(c) Head 8-A Sub-head 4(e) forecast outturn £54,000 Visiting Delegations and
Government Receptions;
(d) Head 8-A Sub-Head 4(f) forecast outturn £26,000 Mayoral Expenses;
(e) Head 8-A Sub-Head 9(e) forecast outturn £9,000 Computer Expenses;
(f) Head 8-A Sub-Head 20 forecast outturn £63,800 Research Development
Studies and Professional Fees?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 854, 855 and 857 to 865 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 857 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HEAD 8-A NO. 6 CONVENT PLACE – EXPENDITURE BREAKDOWN
Can Government give a breakdown of the following in respect of 2006/2007, giving
the name of the legal firm in question, the nature of the work done, the amount paid
and the date the money was paid:
(a)
(b)

Head 8-A Sub-head 7(e) forecast outturn £119,000 Private Sector Fees for
Legal Drafting;
Head 8-A Sub-head 14 forecast outturn £233,000 Private Sector Fees for
Legal Advice?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 854 to 856 and 858 to 865 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 858 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HEAD 8-A NO. 6 CONVENT PLACE – EXPENDITURE BREAKDOWN
Can Government provide a breakdown of the additional £230,000 expenditure which
was higher than budgeted in respect of National Day shown in Statement of
Reallocations 19 of 2006?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 854 to 857 and 859 to 865 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 859 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HEAD 8-A NO. 6 CONVENT PLACE – EXPENDITURE BREAKDOWN
Can Government give a breakdown of the 2006/2007 forecast outturn of £330,000
shown in Head 8-A Sub-Head 21 National Day, showing the amount, the name of the
entity the money was paid to, for what work or service, and the date the money was
paid?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 854 to 858 and 860 to 865 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 860 OF 2007

THE HON DR J J GARCIA

HEAD 6-C PORT – EXPENDITURE BREAKDOWN
Can Government give a breakdown of the £10,000 forecast outturn for 2006/2007 in
respect of Head 6-C Port Sub-Head 4(e) Computer Maintenance, showing who the
money was paid to, for what purpose and when it was paid?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 854 to 859 and 861 to 865 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 861 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

HEAD 2-B YOUTH – EXPENDITURE BREAKDOWN
Can Government give a breakdown of the following forecast outturns for 2006/2007
at Head 2-B Youth in respect of the following:
(a) Sub-head 4(a) Youth activities £23,000;
(b) Sub-head 4(b) Youth grants £19,000?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 854 to 860 and 862 to 865 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 862 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

SPORTS AND LEISURE AUTHORITY – EXPENDITURE
Can Government give a breakdown of the following forecast outturn expenditure for
2006/2007 by the Sports and Leisure Authority:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Hockey pitches £5,000;
Europa Gymnasium £12,000;
Other facilities and equipment £20,000;
Upkeep of facilities £120,000;
New swimming pool expenses £155,000?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 854 to 861 and 863 to 865 of 2007.

824

ORAL

NO. 863 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

SPORTS AND LEISURE AUTHORITY – EXPENDITURE
Can Government give a breakdown of the following forecast outturn expenditure for
2006/2007 by the Sports and Leisure Authority:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Sports Development Unit £10,000;
Running Expenses £14,000;
Vehicles and Plant £8,000;
Training Courses £2,000;
Computer and Office Equipment £2000?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 854 to 862, 864 and 865 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 864 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

HEAD 6-G TRANSPORT/TRAFFIC – EXPENDITURE BREAKDOWN
Can Government provide a breakdown of the following forecast outturn for
2006/2007 at Head 6 – G Transport-Traffic, Sub-Head 4 Operational Expenses, in
respect of the following, showing who the money was paid to and on what date:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Transport Commission Expenses £1,000;
Repairs and Maintenance £9,000;
Traffic Signs – Maintenance £500:
Uniforms £6,000;
Professional Fees £1,000?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 854 to 863 and 865 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 865 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – PAYMENTS
Can Government give a breakdown of the following forecast outturns of the Social
Services Agency in respect of the financial year 2006/2007 showing to whom the
money was paid and in respect of the service provided:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

Training and Official Travel - £29,000;
Maintenance Works - £10,000;
Motor Vehicle expenses - £7,000;
Dr Giraldi Home - £90,000;
Children in Care - £120,000;
Workers Hostels - £526,000?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

These questions call for a massive amount of detailed bookkeeping information
which, in effect, requires production of the Government’s nominal ledger in respect of
each of these items. They amount to hundreds, indeed thousands of items. The
Government does not consider it appropriate to do this, nor reasonable to be
expected to.
Furthermore, the occasion for discussion and analysis of forecast outturn figures is
the Committee stage of the debate on the Appropriation Bill (better known as the
Budget Debate).
However, if any hon Member had a specific question relating to expenditure in any of
these areas, the Government would, of course, be happy to answer.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 854 TO 865 OF 2007

HON DR J J GARCIA:
In relation to Question No. 857 and No. 858, that is information which the
Government have provided in the past.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes and I think because there is a specific public interest in that, I am sorry that
should not have been included in that list and I will get the Minister for Justice to write
to the hon Member providing that information. The hon Member is right, it has just
been categorised because of the formulation of the question. But he is right. I would
have provided that particular information which normally does not break down into
that many entries.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I am saying that Question No. 858 is about additional expenditure higher than that
budgeted for National Day. It is has been shown in a reallocation statement so it is
not something that could have been discussed in the budget, because the
reallocations statement was not in the budget.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I agree with that too. I will have both those provided to the hon Members.
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ORAL

NO. 866 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

ELDERLY CARE AGENCY – PAYMENTS
Can Government now state what have been the payments made by the Elderly Care
Agency for the current financial year to 30 September giving a breakdown for
personal emoluments, industrial wages, other personnel and employer contributions
and other recurrent expenditure?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 867 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 867 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

ELDERLY CARE AGENCY – RECEIPTS
Can Government now state what have been the receipts of the Elderly Care Agency
for the current financial year to 30 September?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 and 868 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 868 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

SPORTS AND LEISURE AUTHORITY – RECEIPTS
Can Government now state what have been the receipts of the Sports and Leisure
Authority for the current financial year to 30 September 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866, 867 and 869 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 869 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

SPORTS AND LEISURE AUTHORITY – EXPENDITURE
Can Government now state what have been the recurrent expenditure of the Sports
and Leisure Authority for the current financial year to 30 September 2007 giving a
breakdown of personal emoluments and other recurrent expenditure?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 868 and 870 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 870 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GIBRALTAR ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY – EXPENDITURE
Can Government now state what has been the operating expenditure of the Gibraltar
Electricity Authority for the current financial year to 30 September 2007, giving a
breakdown of personal emoluments, employment costs and other recurrent
expenditure?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 869 and 871 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 871 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GIBRALTAR ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY – REVENUE
Can Government now state what has been the operating revenue of the Gibraltar
Electricity Authority for the current financial year to 30 September 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 870 and 872 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 872 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GHA – RECEIPTS
Can Government now state what have been the receipts of the Gibraltar Health
Authority for the current financial year to 30 September with a breakdown by Social
Assistance Fund, GPMS, Consolidated Fund and other receipts?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 871 and 873 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 873 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GHA – PAYMENTS
Can Government now state what have been the payments made by the Gibraltar
Health Authority for the current financial year to 30 September with a breakdown by
personal emoluments, industrial wages, other personnel and other recurrent
expenditure?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 872 and 874 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 874 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GDC – EXPENDITURE
Can Government now provide the total estimated Gibraltar Development Corporation
expenditure for the current financial year to 30 September 2007 giving a breakdown
as between Employment and Training and other divisions?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 873 and 875 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 875 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – PAYMENTS
Can Government now state what have been the payments made by the Social
Services Agency for the current financial year to 30 September with a breakdown for
personal emoluments, industrial wages, other personnel and employer contributions
and other recurrent expenditure?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 874 and 876 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 876 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY – RECEIPTS
Can Government now state what have been the receipts of the Social Services
Agency for the current financial year to 30 September?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 875 and 877 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 877 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

CONSOLIDATED FUND – REVENUE
Can Government now provide the total estimated Consolidated Fund revenue for the
current financial year to 30 September 2007, giving a breakdown by Head of
Revenue?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 876 and 878 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 878 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

CONSOLIDATED FUND – EXPENDITURE
Can Government now provide the total estimated Consolidated Fund expenditure for
the current financial year to 30 September 2007, giving a breakdown by Head of
Expenditure?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 877 and 879 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 879 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

I&D FUND – REVENUE
Can Government now provide the total estimated Improvement and Development
Fund revenue for the current financial year to 30 September 2007 giving a
breakdown by Head of Revenue?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 878 and 880 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 880 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

I&D FUND – EXPENDITURE
Can Government now provide the total estimated Improvement and Development
Fund expenditure for the current financial year to 30 September 2007 giving a
breakdown by Head of Expenditure?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 879 and 881 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 881 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GDC – REVENUE
Can Government now provide the estimated total Gibraltar Development Corporation
revenue for the current financial year to 30 September 2007 giving a breakdown as
follows:
(a) Training Levy;
(b) ESF;
(c) Consolidated Fund Head 1B;
(d) Miscellaneous;
(e) Other Receipts?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 880 and 882 to 887 of 2007.

844

ORAL

NO. 882 OF 2007

THE HON G H LICUDI

SPORTS AND LEISURE AUTHORITY – EXPENDITURE
Can Government say how much of the following estimated expenditure by the Sports
and Leisure Authority for 2007/2008 has been spent as on 31st October 2007, with a
breakdown in each case showing who the money was paid to and for what purpose:
(a) Grant to sporting societies £130,000;
(b) International Competitions £150,000;
(c) Sports Development Projects £86,000?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 881 and 883 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 883 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – EXPENDITURE
Can Government state the amount of GHA expenditure on the maintenance of the
KGV hospital on a monthly basis from the months of February 2007 to November
2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 882 and 884 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 884 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – EXPENDITURE
Can Government say how much of the estimated GHA expenditure of £2.1 million for
2007/2008 in respect of Drugs and Pharmaceuticals has been spent as at 30
November 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 883 and 885 to 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 885 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – EXPENDITURE
Can Government say how much of the estimated GHA expenditure of £7.5 million for
2007/2008 in respect of GPMS Prescriptions has been spent as at 30 November
2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 884, 886 and 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 886 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – EXPENDITURE
Can Government say how much of the £800,000 estimated GHA expenditure for
2007/2008 on medical and surgical appliances has been spent as at 30 November
2007, giving a breakdown of the sum?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 866 to 885 and 887 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 887 OF 2007

THE HON N F COSTA

GHA – EXPENDITURE
Can Government say how much of the following estimated GHA expenditure for
2007/2008 has been spent as at 30 November 2007, with a breakdown of the sum
involved:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Hardware, uniforms and linens - £300,000;
Patients appliances - £90,000;
Dressing, medical gases and tests - £900,000;
Provisions: - £330,000?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

All these questions call for accounting information relating to the current financial
year which ends on 31 March 2008. The information, in effect, requires the
Government to account to this House for revenue and expenditure to a date during
the year. Under the Constitution and laws of Gibraltar, the Government is
responsible to account for these matters as at the year end. The Government does
not consider it appropriate to do otherwise. That is the formal position, however, I will
indicate to the hon Member that as soon as I have had sight of management
accounts to the 30 September, I will happily copy it to him so that he has the same
information as me. I have not seen them yet, when I get them I will write to him and
copy them to him.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 866 TO 887 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Let me say that I have been provided on the same basis with that information in other
years and that I do not think it is unreasonable to say when we have gone past the
half year, we are sort of nine months into the year, to get a feel for how the
projections that were made at Budget time have been performing half way through. It
gives us an idea of how things are going.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
He is right. I mean I understand the use that the hon Member wants to put it to but
the effect of it is that not all of them are up to September. Some of the questions that
we have not read were to a month other than September.

HON J J BOSSANO:
No, all my questions were up to September.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
All his questions but there were other questions that are not. For example, Question
No. 887 which would have been read out by the Hon Mr Costa, asks for a figure as at
30 November and there are others in October. What the Government has been made
to do is, in effect, to account for the current financial year on a month by month basis,
and this is just unreasonable. We do not mind sharing with the Opposition, for
whatever reason they want, information as and when we get it on a six monthly basis
and when I see September, for the whole of the period, even if they have not asked a
specific question, I will copy them to him so long as he understands that they are
unaudited, tentative, all the usual qualifications.
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ORAL

NO. 888 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

LEISURE CENTRE – KING’S BASTION
Can Government state by what date the payments totalling £5.75 million being 50 per
cent of the cost of the Leisure Centre was paid and who the payments were made
to?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 889 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 889 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

LEISURE CENTRE – KING’S BASTION
Can Government provide a breakdown of the £11.5 million cost of the Leisure Centre
showing the relevant contractors and the nature of the work, service or materials
supplied, with the pertinent costs?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

As the House knows, the contract for the construction of the Leisure Centre is not a
contract to which the Government is a party, that is the construction contract. Its
delivery is part of the premium payable for the development of the MidTown project
by the developer. The Government paid its part in monthly, unequal payments
against certificates between September 2005 and May 2007. Although the payments
were technically due to the developer, they were in fact paid directly to the contractor,
Volker Stevin, on account of the developer. Those payments totalled £5,465,426, the
balance up to £5,750,000, that is to say, around £300,000 was paid directly to the
developer in monthly unequal payments during the same period. The Government
do not have details of the payments made by the contractor and the developer, nor
were those payments made by the Government. The Government’s payments are to
the developer, being our share of the cost of his contract.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 888 AND 889 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Who is the developer?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The developer is Commercial Developments (Investments) Limited who are the
developers of the MidTown project.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Yes, but these are not payments for the MidTown project, these are payments for the
Leisure Centre.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, but the Leisure Centre, the developers have to deliver a Leisure Centre to the
Government as part of the premium for that project. It is their contract, they have
contracted the contractor of the Leisure Centre. It is just that we wanted a Leisure
Centre which was worth more than what they were committed to provide for us as the
part premium for the Centre. Therefore, we paid them the balance. But it was not
our construction contract with Volker Stevin who are the contractors.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Yes, I know, but at one stage we were told in the House that the Government did not
need any permission because they were the developer of the Leisure Centre. So it
now turns out that they were not the developer of the Leisure Centre after all then.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
We are the developer of the Leisure Centre in the sense that the Leisure Centre was
a project for the Government. But we did not directly contract, we were not the
employer perhaps a better word than developer, we were not the employer of the
contractor that built the Leisure Centre.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Yes, but the Chief Minister in previous answers has told me that because they were
the developer that they did not need to go through any of the requirements for
seeking permission, because they would be seeking it for themselves, and that in fact
what they had was an agent managing their development for them. He cannot tell
the House now, I think, that because the agent contracted people for them, the
agent has now become the developer and therefore we cannot get a breakdown of
what he was contracting for the Government to do. Look, surely, if the justification for
the expenditure of £5.75 million is that this is 50 per cent of something, then I think
the House is entitled to say, well look, what is it you are paying 50 per cent of?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I will say what we are paying 50 per cent of, I do not mind telling him that. We are
paying 50 per cent of the cost of Commercial Development (Investment) Limited’s
contract with Volker Stevin for the construction of the project. There is a small
element of project management fees by Commercial Development (Investments)
Limited as well but Commercial Developments (Investments) Limited were not
making multifarious payments of that money, they were certificated payments to the
contractor, Volker Stevin. Now, there is £11.5 million worth of Leisure Centre there,
the usual payments that a contractor would make for his own labour costs, his own
material costs.

HON J J BOSSANO:
It is not very usual for the relationship to be as incestuous as this one appears to be.
The guy that is the customer of the Government is also the manager of the project for
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the Government and possibly also one of the shareholders in Volker Stevin
(Gibraltar) Limited. So I mean, because all these payments have got a level of
internality to these transactions, then surely, if somebody is acting for the
Government as the Government’s agent to pay somebody but also is involved in the
entity that is charging the Government, then we would like to be sure that the
Government have got value for money in what is something that is much more
expensive than it was originally intended to be, no?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, it is not much more expensive than it was originally intended to be. It is just that
we upgraded the extent of the Leisure Centre. As part of their premium, I cannot
remember the exact figures, but they had to provide a Leisure Centre up to a
maximum value of £5.5 million, whatever the figure was.

HON J J BOSSANO:
£5 million out of the £10 million.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
We decided that that was not the sort of Leisure Centre that we wanted, and they
said that was all right but if we wanted a better Leisure Centre than £5 million would
purchase then we would have to pay the difference, and that is what happened.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I see, so presumably then we will be able to get what it was that was requested at
that point by the Government which cost another £6 million on top of what was
originally going to cost £5 million.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, because this happened before the design phase. The Government had the
Leisure Centre designed and we were giving instructions to the design team, and
then when we had designed the Leisure Centre that we wanted built we had to pay
anything above 50 per cent of that, whatever it was, to the contractor. The hon
Member’s other point about value for money is difficult to satisfy him just by providing
him with the information that he has had. They would have to do, as we have done I
think, get all the bills of quantity and all the construction costs and have it assessed
to see whether it is genuinely a contract which should cost money of that order. He
cannot work it out from the information that he has requested. Obviously the
Government think that there is no………

HON J J BOSSANO:
It is obvious the Government think that they are making the right decisions otherwise
they would not make them. That does not need to be said, it is self evident. The
point that I am making is that if the House is originally told, look, we have not gone to

855

tender on this because we have got a deal where it will cost us more if we do things
ourselves than by getting somebody who is going to provide it for us, and this person
is going to provide us with a Leisure Centre for £5 million which would cost us more
to do if we did it. Then we find that instead of costing £5 million it costs £11.5 million
and we find that, in fact, the person who was supposed to build it and hand it over
done is the agent for the Government and the Government are paying all the bills.
Remember that the process started with the Government actually paying for the
demolition because the paperwork was not there or there was a cash flow problem.
So we see the Government in many respects doing all the things in terms of dishing
out money and doing the design and then getting somebody to get contractors,
where before it was almost as if the big advantage in the process was that they were
going to get somebody that was, simply at the end of the day, going to deliver a
spanking new Leisure Centre, in which they would have had all the work done by
somebody else and the fact that it was a £5 million thing, from the perspective of the
explanation given to the House at that time, was that the House was getting, the
people of Gibraltar were getting something that would have cost them more than £5
million but was costing them £5 million, not because it was a second rate product but
because of the efficiency of the private sector in doing these things. Now, I would
have thought that a difference between £5 million and £11 million, if one were to say
that the original one did not have a bowling alley and the bowling alley went in later
and that cost £500,000, that kind of thing, is that information available or not?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not know whether there was an original, I do not know whether they had ever got
round to designing the sort of Leisure Centre that they could deliver for around £5
million, if they did I have not seen it. Certainly, the Government have been adding,
have been designing up the Leisure Centre, as we have gone along. This has been
until we finished an agreed design and it was costed, the hon Member is right in
saying that cost has not been market tested but we are satisfied that it is a fair and
proper cost. Part of the advantage was supposed to be that we would be insulated
from any cost over-runs. So in respect of their half, this was a fixed price contract
had it over-run the costs on their half of it we would have been insulated from any
costs on half of the over-runs. I think I remember saying that to the House at the
time, that part of the advantage was that to the extent that it was £5.5 million or
whatever, they had to deliver that and if it ended up costing more than £5.5 million
then that was for their accounts and that is true. In respect of their 50 per cent, 50
per cent of the cost over-runs would have been for their account. But if the hon
Member is simply saying that Volker Stevin’s construction contract for the Leisure
Centre for Commercial Developments (Investments) Limited on behalf of the
Government, for which the Government has paid 50 per cent of the cost, has not
been market tested, that is absolutely correct. He is right in saying that.
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ORAL

NO. 890 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – CONTRIBUTION TO RUNNING EXPENSES
Can Government state how much has been paid to date in the current financial year
as the Government’s contribution to the aerodrome running expenses and has the
estimated cost been affected by the reduction in flights to Madrid?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 891 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 891 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GIBRALTAR AIRPORT – CONTRIBUTION TO RUNNING EXPENSES
Can Government confirm that the payment for the running of the airport under Head
6E Sub-Head 3A is paid to the MoD and how much was actually paid in 2006/2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

A total of £1,848,000 has been paid to date and the estimate for the year remains
unchanged at £2.772 million. The payment for the running of the airport is paid to the
MoD and the total paid for 2006/2007 was £462,000 because it was not a full year.
Insofar as the tail end of Question No. 890 is concerned, as to whether it is affected
by the reduction in the flights to Madrid, in principle no because this is not per flight,
this is a sharing of costs of airport operations. There could be some positive impact
from a reduction of flights, although of course it is more than made worse by the
reduction in revenue which we suffer, but in terms of pure reduction in costs, there
may be some overtime that has been saved because the airfield no longer has to
stay open to wait for an aircraft to arrive from Madrid at 11 o’clock, or 10 o’clock, or
whatever the time it was the plane came in. So there may be a very small saving
there, but of course, the loss of revenue which is all for us, the revenue was all for us,
is substantial. So in terms of the net cost of this arrangement to the Consolidated
Fund, the loss of the Madrid flight means that the Consolidated Fund has to put up
more money over and above the revenue that it receives.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 890 AND 891 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
But was it not part of the original argument that led the Government into this that the
MoD were saying that if there were more commercial flights there were more costs
for them?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, the rationale for the Government taking over this was really that the Government
felt that it was no longer appropriate in a modern commercial age, for Gibraltar’s
commercial interests and commercial face, in terms of civilian air traffic, should be in
the hands of the MoD who were negotiating with airlines and then making decisions
driven by budgetary imperatives imposed on them by their Ministry of Defence
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budgetary controllers. As happened with Monarch and as happened when the
Minister in the UK suddenly announced the 25 per cent increase in landing charges
backdated. This causes huge loss of face to Gibraltar in terms of Gibraltar’s image in
the commercial airline world, and the Government simply just wanted to be in the
driving seat. We wanted to take control of all of that so that the destiny and the
management, the decisions and the policy and the financial modelling of the airfield,
in terms of did we want to suffer losses in order to generate business and attract
airlines and suffer the subsidy in the meantime, that that should be entirely a matter
in the Gibraltar Government’s decision making process and in implementation. That
was the rationale for it, but of course, as more airlines come to Gibraltar, the
Government’s revenue from landing fees increases and, therefore, the cost of our
contribution to the MoD deal decreases. Not decreases but it is offset by revenue.
At the moment there is an imbalance. That is to say, our contribution to the MoD
deal is greater than the revenue that we are enjoying from landing charges.
Therefore, at the moment this is a loss making business, if I can call it that, for the
Government. We hope quickly, over a number of years, to reverse that to a position
where it might even become a profit centre for the Government. But we are not there
yet. But we are now in a position to bring it about if we can for the benefit of the
Government of Gibraltar and not for the benefit of the MoD.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Perhaps I misunderstood the explanation he gave the House then when he
explained, I think it was at the Budget, about the nature of the arrangement. But I
thought he had said that there was a cost which was related to the number of
commercial flights and a percentage of the military flights. Therefore, the impression
that I got was the more flights the more we paid the MoD, even though the increase
in revenue might be greater per flight than the increase in expenditure. So what we
are saying is that the cost of the MoD is fixed and does not go up or down depending
on the use then?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No. It is true that when deciding on the percentage we did an analysis of aircraft
movements, and indeed, I think the answer was that more than 50 per cent of the
movements were civilian in a year but the share out of expenditure does not fluctuate
by reference to what proportion of future usage is military and civilian. I cannot
imagine what I might have said that the hon Member may have misinterpreted.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I think it was the Budget but I may be wrong. It was when the Chief Minister gave an
explanation to me in the House as to some of the aspects of this. I remember that he
mentioned that the cost of the commercial flights were for the Gibraltar Government
and also a share of the military flights. I interpreted that to mean that, of course, the
level of utilisation produced both additional revenue and additional costs.
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, I remember saying to him that beyond the 50/50 split if commercial traffic
generated additional expenditure, for example after hours opening and things like
that, those were all for the account of the Government. I remember saying that.

HON J J BOSSANO:
That must have been it then.
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ORAL

NO. 892 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

HOUSING – WATERPORT TERRACES
Can Government state since the 31st January 2007 what amounts have been
received to date from purchasers of apartments at Waterport Development and how
much has been paid to contractors and other parties over the same period?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER
The sum of £5,124,627 has been received from purchasers from the 31st January to
date. In this period, a total of £6,541,520 has been paid to contractors and other
parties. The other parties being mainly the design team, architects.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 892 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is the £6 million in line with the payments that were originally envisaged by the
Government when the contract was agreed with the developers/contractors?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
In terms of time line, no, because the project is delayed. But of course, as against
progress on site, yes, because these are certificated payments by the architects
against progress made on site. So, we are behind schedule, in terms of cash flow if
the hon Member were to look at our original cash flow projections, we are behind
because the project is delayed. Therefore, the contractor should have had more by
now than he has had. Had the progress on the site been what it should have been
by now.
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ORAL

NO. 893 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX – SELF-EMPLOYED
Can Government state whether there has been any irrecoverable Income Tax
written-off in the financial year 2006/2007 in respect of self-employed individuals, and
if so, how much and how many individuals were involved?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 894 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 894 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX – CORPORATION TAX
Can Government state whether there has been any irrecoverable Corporation Tax
written-off in the financial year 2006/2007, and if so, how much and how many
companies were involved?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Income Tax amounting to £323,791.05 in respect of 60 self-employed individuals has
been written-off in the financial year 2006/2007. Corporation Tax amounting to
£124,606.96 in respect of 19 companies has been written-off in the same financial
year.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 893 AND 894 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Are these companies that were not trading any longer, that have been put into
liquidation?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Of the 19, 15 were in respect of companies that had been wound up and four are in
respect of companies that were simply abandoned by their owners.
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ORAL

NO. 895 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX – CORPORATION TAX
What was the amount of Company Tax collected in each month since January 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The Corporation Tax collected (net of refunds) in the months of February 2007 to
October 2007 is:

£M
15.87
2.53
0.51
0.22
0.52
1.42
0.64
0.22
0.38

February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 895 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
The figure for February, the £15.87 million, which of course fell in the last financial
year, is this the result of the change that was brought into the legislation seeking that
the money should come in within………

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes. So it has now been advanced to February.
February, yes.
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Payments are now due by

ORAL

NO. 896 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX – PAYE
How much was collected in PAYE each month since January 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 897 and 898 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 897 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX – CORPORATION TAX
As at the end of October 2007, how many companies, in each tax year 1995/1996 to
2006/2007 had been assessed for Company Tax and what were the amounts of tax
payable and paid in respect of each tax year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 896 and 898 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 898 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX – PAYE
Can Government state, as at the end of October 2007, how many employers had
failed to submit an annual return of PAYE deduction for employees for the tax year
2004/2005?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The information requested is contained in the schedule that is now being handed to
the hon Member.
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Answer to Question 896
The PAYE tax (net of refunds) collected in the months of February 2007 to October
2007 is detailed hereunder:
£M
6.48
7.59
7.22
7.34
6.89
8.37
6.55
6.46
7.42

February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007
October 2007
Answer to Question 897

1995/96
£M

1996/97
£M

1997/98
£M

1998/99
£M

1999/00
£M

2000/01
£M

15.8

15.7

20.0

26.0

90.4

29.1

5.8

5.2

9.4

11.5

76.6

15.9

10.0

10.5

10.6

14.5

13.8

13.2

Paid

9.5

10.3

10.4

14.4

13.6

13.2

Outstanding

0.5

0.2

0.2

0.1

0.2

0.0

No. of
Companies

1446

1419

1468

1463

1549

1591

2001/02
£M

2002/03
£M

2003/04
£M

2004/05
£M

2005/06
£M

2006/07
£M

Assessed

31.7

36.7

41.4

35.3

44.0

47.9

Discharged

16.9

20.1

18.4

12.5

19.1

23.1

14.8

16.6

23.0

22.8

24.9

24.8

14.2

15.5

22.0

20.1

21.5

21.1

Outstanding

0.6

1.1

1.0

2.7

3.4

3.7

No. of
Companies

1553

1543

1604

1602

1497

1327

Assessed
Discharged

Paid
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Cont…..
Contd Answer to Question 898 of 2007

Answer to Question 898

As at 31 October 2007, 117 employers had not yet returned their 2004/05 Employer’s
Declaration and PAYE Certificates.
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ORAL

NO. 899 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX – CORPORATION TAX
As at the end of October 2007 how many companies had declared taxable profits:
(a) above £35,000; and
(b) below £35,000,
for each of the tax years 1998/1999 to 2006/2007, and what was the tax assessed
and paid in each category and year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 900 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 900 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INCOME TAX – CORPORATION TAX
As at the end of October 2007 how many companies had been assessed by the
Commissioner of Income Tax without having made a return of taxable profit:
(a) above £35,000; and
(b) below £35,000,
for each of the tax years 1998/1999 to 2006/2007, and what was the tax assessed
and paid in each case for each category and each year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I now hand the hon Member a schedule containing the information requested.
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Answer to Question 900 of 2007
Answer to Question 899
COMPANIES ASSESSED HAVING MADE A RETURN OF TAXABLE PROFITS

Year of Assessment

1998/99
£

1999/00
£

2000/01
£

2001/02
£

2002/03
£

231
0.5M

316
0.6M

382
0.9M

440
1.1M

435
1.0M

0.5M

0.6M

0.8M

1.0M

1.0M

77
6.3M

101
9.7M

135
12.0M

151
13.5M

155
15.2M

6.3M

9.7M

11.9M

13.3M

15.2M

Under £35,000
No. of Companies assessed
Total assessed
(i.e. total tax payable)
Total Paid

Over £35,000
No. of Companies assessed
Total assessed
(i.e. total tax payable)
Total Paid

Year of Assessment

2003/04
£

2004/05
£

2005/06
£

2006/07
£

446
1.0M

406
1.0M

425
1.0M

336
0.7M

1.0M

1.0M

1.0M

0.7M

167
21.9M

159
21.9M

134
21.7M

106
18.9M

21.9M

20.8M

20.6M

18.9M

Under £35,000
No. of Companies assessed
Total assessed
(i.e. total tax payable)
Total Paid

Over £35,000
No. of Companies assessed
Total assessed
(i.e. total tax payable)
Total Paid

The difference of £0.3M in the answer provided to Question 309 of 2007, in respect
of the total tax paid by companies assessed on taxable profits over £35,000 for the
tax year 2005/2006, is primarily due to refunds made and transfer of amounts from
one year of assessment to another.

Cont………

872

Contd. Answer to Question 900 of 2007
Answer to Question 900

COMPANIES ASSESSED WITHOUT HAVING MADE A RETURN OF
TAXABLE PROFITS

Year of Assessment

1998/99
£

1999/00
£

2000/01
£

2001/02
£

2002/03
£

728
1.4M

532
0.9M

241
0.4M

257
0.5M

289
0.7M

1.3M

0.7M

0.2M

0.2M

0.5M

42
2.7M

34
2.5M

8
0.2M

11
0.3M

27
0.9M

2.7M

2.5M

0.1M

0.1M

0.5M

2003/04
£

2004/05
£

2005/06
£

2006/07
£

327
0.7M

428
1.1M

514
1.3M

612
1.7M

0.6M

1.1M

1.2M

1.7M

23
0.7M

27
0.9M

62
1.4M

102
3.3M

0.6M

0.8M

1.4M

3.3M

Under £35,000
No. of Companies assessed
Total assessed
(i.e. total tax payable)
Total Paid

Over £35,000
No. of Companies assessed
Total assessed
(i.e. total tax payable)
Total Paid

Year of Assessment
Under £35,000
No. of Companies assessed
Total assessed
(i.e. total tax payable)
Total Paid

Over £35,000
No. of Companies assessed
Total assessed
(i.e. total tax payable)
Total Paid
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 899 AND 900 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
I take it in fact that in answer to Question No. 900 the figures for companies that have
been assessed without making a return for 2005/2006 and 2006/2007, which is
higher than in previous years of 62 and 102, is simply a question of taking its time for
the returns to be made, because it would not be an indication that there are less
returns being made, no?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
xxxxx
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ORAL

NO. 901 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GBC
Can Government provide the breakdown of the GBC Administration and Selling
expenses for the financial year 2003/2004?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 902 and 903 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 902 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GBC
Can Government provide the breakdown of the GBC Programme and Operating
expenses for the financial year 2003/2004?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 901 and 903 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 903 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GBC
Can Government state when it is expected that the GBC Audited Accounts for the
financial year 2004/2005 will be available? They have, of course, been Tabled
already so they are available.

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

GBC is not a Government owned or controlled body. The Government are not
responsible for its expenditure nor accountable for it in this House. We do not have
information beyond what is presented in the Profit and Loss Account and in the
accounts. This is not information which we would normally have or seek access.
They are public funds and therefore the Principal Auditor can theoretically ask for the
information and trace them. But the Government have never sought to interfere in
the minutia of GBC business to the extent of asking them for this.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 901 TO 903 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
I am not asking them to interfere in terms of telling them how much they should
spend on this. But in fact, I asked this question in January and there was no
explanation as to why it had appeared some years and not others, and as I
understood it, it was left on the basis that the fact that we were seeking the
information would be transmitted back to GBC. I suppose I can write to the GBC
Board and say can they provide me with the information, because at the end of the
day if we are voting the money and now it is all voted by the House, then if
information has been there before I do not see why it should not be there
subsequently.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
The Government have no objection to him writing to the GBC Board, nor indeed to
the GBC Board giving him the information if that is what they want to do. But we are
reluctant to stand as the accounter for GBC. This does not even fall within the
definition of the Hon Mr Licudi yesterday, when we were debating about the DPC.
Here the Minister is not even the Chairman, the Government have no representation
on the Board, Government try to keep a distance, so I would prefer it if he did write
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directly. Of course if the GBC Board for any reason were to ask the Government
whether we had any objection to him being provided with the information, we would
say that we do not have any objection.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I would like to make the point that this is not a question of interfering. At the end of
the day when we come to vote this year’s money, it is the Government that will be
asking Parliament to vote a sum of money. Presumably, if I ask for a breakdown of
that sum of money when we come to vote for it, then it is not enough for the
Government to say they cannot give me the breakdown because GBC is an
independent body. We are required to vote public funds in Parliament and I think the
normal thing is that if the people who are voting the money want some information
about it, then even if it is not a Government department that information is available.
The fact that the information was contained in some years and not in others, well
look, the selling expenses and the programme and operating expenses which I think
may be back this year, in the one that has been Tabled today, are not an irrelevant
bit of the outfit. It is an important indication of the kind of expenses that are front line
expenses to the job that they do.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I do not necessarily disagree with what the Leader of the Opposition is saying, but
this is information that belongs to GBC. How much information this House demands
before agreeing to the subvention to GBC, in the past we have provided a subvention
to make up a shortfall, now given the abolition of television licences we are in effect
the paymasters of GBC from public funds minus whatever little amount they raise
from commercial advertising, which is a small amount. It is for discussion between
this House as to how much information this House is going to demand. I entirely
accept that position. Let me say that there are many bodies that this House provides
subventions to. For example, when we were providing subventions to the Financial
Services Commission, we did not attempt to micro-manage or get information and
indeed, they would have felt that we were interfering with their independence through
financial control, which is an argument they use increasingly. The judiciary uses it,
anybody who thinks they should be independent of the Government, uses any
attempt by the Government to control its finances or to demand accountability for its
finances, they immediately say that this is interference with their independence. I
think many organisations abuse that argument. I happen to agree with the Leader of
the Opposition’s basic sentiment, but if this Parliament is voting public funds and if
there is an organisation that relies on public funds voted by this House, that this
House should be entitled to as much information as it wants as to what those public
funds are going to be used for.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Especially if it has been available for other financial years and there is no particular
reason for not having it.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I agree.
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ORAL

NO. 904 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GDP FIGURE
Can Government state when they expect to be able to provide the estimated GDP
figures for 2005/2006?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 905 and 906 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 905 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INPUT/OUTPUT MODEL
Can Government confirm whether the final results of the update to the Input/Output
model have now been received from the consultants?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 904 and 906 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 906 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

INPUT/OUTPUT MODEL
Can Government confirm that it will be providing the information updating the existing
Input/Output model on the same basis as the original information was provided?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Let me tell the hon Member that this is the second year in a row that he frustrates
with the timing of his questions my intention to put out a statement boasting about the
growth in GDP. Once I have notice of the question I take the view that the
Government should not then put out a statement but rather wait for the House and
give the information in an answer. But the papers were on my desk to issue a
statement when the questions came in. Anyway, the GDP estimate for 2005/2006
have been finalised. GDP (factor cost) stood at £655.88 million, a rise in money
terms of 9.5 per cent and in real terms of 6.7 per cent over the previous year.
The final results of the update to the Input/Output model were received on the 25th
November 2007 and as on the previous occasions, the Leader of the Opposition is
invited to write to me to request a copy of the report on a confidential basis. It may
be that he gets his replies in the past, I think in the past he has had it from the Chief
Secretary.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 904 TO 906 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Will the Government be issuing a breakdown of the GDP figure or providing it? He
has just given the sort of bottom line.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I have a breakdown of this year’s GDP figure, it is just that I have not got a copy to
give him.
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HON J J BOSSANO:
I actually read the breakdown.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I have no doubt.
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ORAL

NO. 907 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

WESTERN BEACH RECLAMATION
Can Government state in respect of the £150,000 paid by Bassadone Project
Vehicles towards the cost of the design phase of the Western Beach Reclamation
project in 2004/2005 how much had been spent on the design phase by the time this
payment was received and how much has been spent since, showing the amounts in
different financial years?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 908 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 908 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

WESTERN BEACH RECLAMATION
Can Government state who is contracted to carry out the design phase of the
Western Beach Reclamation project, when work on the design phase started, how
long it is expected to take and how much will it cost?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The Western Beach Reclamation project is a Government project. Government have
contracted DHV B.V as Consulting Engineers for the project. Works on the design
phase started on 17 December 2004 and was completed on the 6 October 2006.
The cost of the design phase was £432,000.
Toyota (Gibraltar) Stockholding Limited is negotiating to take some of the reclaimed
land to relocate its vehicles stockholding and conversion activities. It has made
certain advance payments of premium in that respect. The first advance instalment
of premium was £150,000 and was paid on 21st December 2004, by which time
£55,000 had been spent on the project by the Government. A second instalment of
£250,000 of advanced premium was paid on 10th August 2005. The total project
expenditure to date is £457,000 of which £114,000 was paid in 2004/2005, £107,000
in 2005/2006 and £236,000 in 2006/2007.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 907 AND 908 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Can the Government confirm that these revenue and expenditure items have been
through the Improvement and Development Fund?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, at the moment it is all being done through a suspense account, through a deposit
account in the name of Gibraltar Land Holdings Limited, because of course, the
premium is an advance premium, the Government have not actually earned it yet.
That is the money that we are using for this, there is not attempt to hide that, but the
answer is carefully worded to make it clear to the hon Member that there is an
income of premium, advance premium, and an outgoing of expenses on the design
phase but the design phase costs are being paid by the Government, we are
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receiving a premium which of course we are using for that purpose, but I did not want
the hon Member to think that Bassadone Project Vehicles was directly paying the
design cost fees. I wanted to make it clear that the income was advance premium
and the outgoings were by the Government.

HON J J BOSSANO:
But the advance premium is being paid to Gibraltar Land Holdings Limited, which
implies that the land will be held by Gibraltar Land Holdings Limited.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes. Sorry, when I said Government I meant Government acting through its
company. I did not intend to mean the I&DF.

HON J J BOSSANO:
The design is what, the design of what is required to carry out the reclamation in that
area, is that correct?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
There are a number of things, it is the design, development of concepts, it is the
design development phase, there are many aspects of it. It is not just the actual
creation of the reclamation, it is things related to aviation safety and the impact in
terms of aviation safety, that sort of thing. But it relates to the design of the
reclamation and not to the design of whatever is going to be built on there afterwards.

HON J J BOSSANO:
I accept that. But is the design phase of that Western Beach Reclamation to
determine whether the reclamation should take place? Or to tell the Government
how to bring it about?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Exactly, it is the design of a reclamation that will be able to accommodate the
intended users, which are a light industrial use, a small boat marina, that sort of
thing. So it is not a feasibility study, it is a design of the reclamation itself. The next
phase would be procurement, would be going out to tender and things of that sort.

HON J J BOSSANO:
What is the land mass that would be created if it proceeds and goes to tender and
gets done?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
A total of 120,000 square metres. Hon Members will recall that this is the project that
I said yesterday was one that the Government had said that they should do, because
the land that was created was worth more than the cost of creating it. Remember
when we were discussing the Island, the Heart Island thing?

HON J J BOSSANO:
Well, presumably then the Chief Minister has some idea of what it costs, because if
designing it has come to £500,000 and they have not yet put a drop of fill in the
place………

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
It is not unusual.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Do the Government have some notion of the magnitude of the possible cost of such
a reclamation? I do not want figures that might encourage somebody to put in a high
price, but I mean, presumably if the Government think that the land can be obtained
at a cost lower than it is worth in the market, then they must have some notion of the
kind or price they can get it done for?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes there is a notion, I do not have the information in my head but there is of course
precisely that calculation. Just to give an indication, I think that the reclamation for
the Government rental scheme in mid harbour, I think was from memory £4 million or
£5 million. So that is the sort of order. I just want to give the hon Member a ballpark
of the sort.
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ORAL

NO. 909 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

REVOLVING LOAN FACILITIES
Can Government state what has been the amount of outstanding Government debt in
respect of the revolving loan from local banks in each month since January 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 910 and 911 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 910 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

NATWEST LOAN FACILITY
Can Government state whether any use has been made of the £20 million additional
borrowing facility agreed with Natwest and the date on which the facility became
available?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 909 and 911 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 911 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

NATWEST LOAN FACILITY
Can Government state whether it has to make any payment to Natwest in respect of
the £20 million additional borrowing facility in addition to the front end fee of £75,000
and the legal and other costs of £8,150 even if no funds are drawn down from the
facility?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

At each of those months it was five for Barclays and five for NatWest, total ten, which
I think is the position he has had in the past.
The Natwest Revolving Loan facility was increased from £30 million to £50 million
with effect from 31 July 2006 in order to provide the Treasury with flexibility in its
management of the public debt. No drawdowns from this additional revolving facility
have been made.
A non-utilisation fee of 0.1 per cent is payable on any undrawn balance.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 909 TO 911 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
It is difficult to understand why it was needed if there has been no use made of it
since July 2006. Where did the flexibility come in?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well I will explain it. Let me just illustrate it anecdotally. The Government is not
Northern Rock but if Northern Rock had contracted credit lines before the credit
crunch, it would not then have been exposed to the vagaries of the wholesale money
market when the credit crunch came. In other words, there is a value in having credit
lines contractually negotiated because the banks are then committed, in whatever
circumstances occur, to make the facilities available. The sort of flexibility is a longer
term source of borrowing, flexibility of borrowing and repayment which comes from
revolving facilities, provision of a possible increase in the public debt ceiling beyond
£100 million I think is almost inevitable that we will seek to increase the borrowing
limits at some stage during the next four years. It is nice to know that one has got
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some source to draw from, if one does, and an alternative source of finance should
Government Debentures be repaid at any time. This is the sort of flexibility. Mainly
the fact that one knows that one has it. The Government will not be in a position of
raising the borrowing limits and then finding that there is not anybody willing to lend.
So there is some value to that and it comes at a cost, albeit a small one but there is a
cost.
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ORAL

NO. 912 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

STAMP DUTY
Can Government state what has been the amount collected in each month since
January 2007 from the £10 Stamp Duty on share issues?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 913 to 915 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 913 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

STAMP DUTY – PROPERTY SALES
Can Government now state what has been the revenue yield per month of the 1.6
per cent Stamp Duty on property sales since January 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 912, 914 and 915 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 914 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

STAMP DUTY
Can Government now state how many properties have been approved as qualifying
for Zero Stamp Duty on its sale in each month since January 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 912, 913 and 915 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 915 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

STAMP DUTY
Can Government state how much has been collected as Stamp Duty in each month
since January 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

For reasons that I cannot explain this has been put down for full answer but I think
the hon Member has got little chance of getting the information down. So would he
accept from me a photocopy of the answer that I have and instead of reading it out
we will deal with it as a schedule.
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Answer to Question 912
The amount collected from the £10 Stamp Duty on share issues is as follows:

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007

£3,600.00
£2,320.00
£2,650.00
£1,800.00
£1,700.00
£3,495.00
£2,295.55
£1,580.00
£1,685.00

Answer to Question 913
The revenue yield in respect of the 1.6 per cent Stamp Duty that was paid is as
follows:

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007

£37,832.00
£47,381.09
£151,387.20
£117,418.80
£82,867.09
£32,240.00
£46,772.80
£57,368.00
£39,763.87

contd………
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Contd Answer to Question 915 of 2007
Answer to Question 914
The number of properties which have qualified for Zero Stamp Duty on sale is as
follows:

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007

19
19
46
28
37
32
25
71
36

Answer to Question 915
Stamp Duty collected in each month since January 2007 is as follows:

January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007

£382,187.27
£122,046.28
£545,297.69
£513,181.72
£253,913.61
£398,584.92
£207,763.77
£288,269.68
£281,648.06
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ORAL

NO. 916 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

CIVIL SERVANTS
Can Government state whether any further vacant posts in Government departments
have been filled since the answer to Question No. 335 of 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question No. 917 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 917 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

CIVIL SERVANTS
Can Government state whether any additional posts in Government departments
have become vacant since the answer to Question No. 334 of 2007, and if so, show
the grade and department?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Yes, the information requested by the hon Member is in the schedules that are now
being handed to him, in respect of both filling and new vacancies.
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ORAL

NO. 918 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

PRE-1969 SPANISH PENSIONERS – MEDICAL COSTS
Can Government explain on what basis does the Spanish Government consider that
there is a liability for the medical costs of pre-1969 Spanish pensioners which they
have chosen not to seek reimbursement for?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 919 and 920 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 919 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

PRE-1969 SPANISH PENSIONERS – MEDICAL COSTS
Can Government state what is the sum which the Spanish Government consider is
the total amount of the medical cost of pre-1969 pensioners and how was it
calculated?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 918 and 920 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 920 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

PRE-1969 SPANISH PENSIONERS – MEDICAL COSTS
Can Government state whether: (a) the UK Government, and/or (b) the Gibraltar
Government accepted in the course of negotiations which preceded the agreement
by UK to pay revalued pensions to pre 1969 Spanish pensioners that there was a
financial responsibility for payment of medical costs of such pensioners even though
no such payments had ever been claimed previously?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

There is an EU Regulation to the effect that retired workers who live in one EU State
but contributed to the Social Insurance Scheme of another EU State, are entitled to
receive health care from the State in which they live, but that State is entitled to be
reimbursed in accordance with a fixed formula by the State to whose Social
Insurance Scheme the contributions were made. I am not aware of the precise
amount involved but, if due, it amounts to many tens of millions of pounds. The
Gibraltar Government did not accept that any such liability existed on a proper
interpretation of that Regulation.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 918 TO 920 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
So in fact, where the recently issued National Audit Report says that this is a liability
that the Spanish Government decided not to seek to have met, and puts it as an
offsetting factor in the settlement. This is the view of the United Kingdom
Government not the view of the Gibraltar Government?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Correct. In saying that we did not accept it, it is because we were not required to
form a view, not that we definitively took the view that it was not due. The United
Kingdom made its decision based on the fact that it would be the party that would
have had to pay. In saying that the Gibraltar Government did not accept liability I am
not saying that the Gibraltar Government rejected liability. It is just that as we were
not called upon to pay we did not have to form a view, but we thought that there were
potential arguments.
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HON J J BOSSANO:
Against it?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, potential arguments. Whether they would have succeeded or not is another
matter. Legal advisers of the UK took a different view or took the view that the
arguments are not worth incurring in the risk of and accepted it as a concession that
they had saved this money. That the Regulation exists and appears to say this is
incontrovertible.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Yes, it is Regulation 1408 of 1971, I am familiar with it. Certainly I do not read it to
say that but I do not pretend to be a legal expert, rather an economist. But is it not
the case, in fact, that the Regulation makes it the responsibility of the State that the
person worked in last prior to retirement? If it is as open ended as somebody leaving
Gibraltar in 1969, reaching retirement age 20 years later in another labour market,
assuming that he has not been unemployed for 20 years and that his last job was not
in Gibraltar and that creates a liability for Gibraltar, then the legitimacy of that
argument is something that is very important given the number of EU nationals we
have now got going through our economy every year.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I believe it is not limited by the word “last”.

HON J J BOSSANO:
So, does the Government then not think that we need to look into this, given that it
has never arisen before and nobody has ever suggested this before, and the
Spaniards themselves made no attempt to make such a claim when they joined the
European Union in 1986 in respect of former Spanish workers. If it is true of pre1969 presumably it must be equally true of post-1969, then would the Government
not agree that it is important to have this issue addressed and looked at and to take a
view on it in case somebody gets the idea of putting a claim for people who the UK
would say is not their responsibility?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
We are indeed taking that view. We are indeed looking into it and that is precisely
why we declined to accept that the liability in fact existed. Precisely looking forward
to the future, because had we accepted the argument in respect of the past, there
would have been no leeway to argue the contrary in respect of the future.
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HON J J BOSSANO:
Was the reason not the one the Chief Minister gave me the first time he answered
which was since they were not being asked to pay they did not take a position?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Exactly.

HON J J BOSSANO:
That is exactly what he said before but it is not exactly what he has said now. If the
position is that the Gibraltar Government has said, look we do not believe that this
liability exists and therefore if the UK wants to accept it in respect of pre-1969
pensioners, this is not creating a precedent.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, we are now on notice that this exists, we were not on specific notice about it
before. We know it exists to the extent that it might in the future become a liability of
the Gibraltar Government, we have not committed ourselves in that direction. But we
are on notice of it, our view on that matter may be wrong and therefore we are duty
bound to do precisely what the Leader of the Opposition obviously believes we
should be doing, which is to analyse and assess and be advised about the situation
in case we have to meet it head on should it materialise in respect of the future. That
is exactly what the Government are doing.

906

ORAL

NO. 921 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

SOCIAL INSURANCE FUND – ACTUARIAL REVIEW
Can Government state whether it has now received the final report of the actuarial
review of the Social Insurance scheme and if so when it was received?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Yes, Sir. It was received on 30 March 2007.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 921 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
I think the last time I asked, the Chief Minister was not 100 per cent sure whether the
report would be looking at a situation of continuing frozen pensions or would be
looking at a situation of the future finances of the Social Insurance Fund in the
context of pension increases. Can he tell me whether in fact the report does look at
pension increases or was it done on the basis of the frozen fund as it was before?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I understand that it is as at a date prior to the pensions settlement but that it alludes
to it and refers to it as a cause for therefore further funding requirement for the future.
In other words, I have not read it in detail myself, it is being studied in the Treasury at
the moment but my understanding of it is that it is a report as at funding position in
2001 or 2002, but that because the report was issued post Cordoba, it says and now
that there has been a pensions increase the position is even worse and there should
be a further calculation, further actuarial assessment of that. What I am not certain is
whether it goes on itself to give any indication of the impact of Cordoba on the figures
or whether it simply alerts to it for it to be done as a separate new exercise.

HON J J BOSSANO:
When the Government finish studying the report is it something that is going to be
available?
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, it is not going to be available publicly, we could consider making it available to
him privately but it certainly would not be in the public domain.

HON J J BOSSANO:
Well, how long should I wait before I ask again then?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Well, I would have to read it myself first so I think he should wait several months.

908

ORAL

NO. 922 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT – EASTSIDE DEVELOPMENT
Can Government state who has been contracted by the developers of the Eastside
project to conduct the environmental impact assessment study?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 923 to 925 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 923 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT – EASTSIDE DEVELOPMENT
Can Government state whether the environmental impact assessment in respect of
the Eastside project has commenced and how long it is scheduled to take?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 922 and 924 to 925 of 2007.
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ORAL

NO. 924 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT – EASTERN BEACH TUNNEL
Can Government state whether the environmental impact assessment for the
Eastern Beach tunnel has now been contracted out, and if so, to whom and at what
cost?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

Answered together with Question Nos. 922, 923 and 925 of 2007.
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NO. 925 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT – EASTERN BEACH TUNNEL
Can Government state whether the work to carry out an environmental impact
assessment for the Eastern Beach tunnel has commenced and how long it is
scheduled to take to complete?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The consultant who has carried out the environmental impact assessment for the
Eastside project on behalf of MCB (Gibraltar) Ltd is Halcrow.
The EIA is complete and has been submitted to the Town Planner.
The EIA for the new access road and the tunnel has been contracted out to
Environmental Gain Ltd at an anticipated cost of £97,700.
The work to carry out the EIA has commenced and is scheduled to be completed
before the end of the year.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NOS. 922 TO 925 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is Environmental Gain Limited a local company or is it a UK one?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, it is UK based.
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NO. 926 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GOVERNMENT OWNED COMPANIES
Can Government state whether the final outcome in respect of Government company
balances as at 1 April 2007 was £39.87 million, as shown in the forecast outturn of
the Approved estimates of Revenue and Expenditure, and if not, can Government
provide the new total and in either case give a breakdown of the total by company?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The balance as at 1 April 2007 was £40.38 million, excluding the Statutory Bodies
balance of £1.40 million.
The following is a breakdown of the cash balances held by the Government-owned
companies:
Government-owned Company

Balance as at
1 April 2007
£’M

Gibraltar Investment (Holdings) Ltd
Gibraltar Land Holdings Ltd
Gibraltar Commercial Property Company Ltd
GRP Investments Company Ltd
Gibraltar Co-Ownership Company Ltd
Gibraltar Shiprepair Ltd
Gibraltar Industrial Cleaners
Gibraltar Information Bureau
Gibraltar Community Projects Ltd
Gibraltar Bus Company Ltd
Europa Incinerator Company Ltd
KIJY Parkings Ltd
Brympton Co-Ownership Company Ltd
Westside Two Co-Ownership Company Ltd

0.00
14.50
0.60
22.70
0.60
0.90
0.00
0.30
0.03
0.05
0.00
0.30
0.10
0.30
40.38

Basically, he will see that the lion’s share is £14.5 million in Gibraltar Land Holdings
and £22.7 million in GRP Investments Company Ltd and nobody else has more than
a million.
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SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 926 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
I assume that much of the money from GRP Investments revenue will be the sale of
the 50/50’s and that kind of thing, is that it, which were owned by GRPI, the coownership homes?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I hesitate to rush and say yes. Certainly that is in there but whether there are other
things in there, premiums on land sales and things I do not know. I could give him a
breakdown of that if he wanted to see how it is made up.

HON J J BOSSANO:
It is just that I thought that most of the land sales went into the I&D rather than into
this. Gibraltar Land Holdings has got some land but I thought GRPI was actual
homes.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
I would have to provide him with the information if he wanted, I just do not have in my
mind right now the sources which have gone to build this up. I will provide that to
him.
HON J J BOSSANO:
Thank you.
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NO. 927 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

GOVERNMENT OWNED COMPANIES
Based on the receipts and expenditure of Government companies to date for the
current financial year, does Government still expect cash balances to be £8 million
on the 31 March 2008, and if not, can Government provide the most recent estimate
and give a breakdown by company?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

The overall cash balances of the Government-owned companies on 31 March 2008
is currently estimated at around £10 million, which is expected to be held mainly by
GRP Investments Co. Ltd.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 927 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Is this partly the result of the fact that the progress payments on the construction,
which the Chief Minister mentioned earlier, have been slower than they were
originally expected?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
Yes, partly.
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NO. 928 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

I&D FUND – CONTRIBUTION FROM CONSOLIDATED FUND
Does Government still expect to need to contribute £15 million to the Improvement
and Development Fund from the Consolidated Fund Reserves under Head 15 of the
Approved Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the current financial year?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

It is difficult to be precise because, as he knows, the contribution will depend on the
timing of capital inflows and outflows, as well as the progress made on capital
projects. At present, the Treasury projection continues to be £15 million, bearing in
mind all of those variables.
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NO. 929 OF 2007

THE HON J J BOSSANO

IMPORT DUTY – TOBACCO
Can Government provide the figure for the total Import Duty and for the element of
Import Duty derived from Tobacco for each month since August 2007?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

I am not happy to provide this across the floor of the House or in a way that would
get into Hansard, but I have here a sheet of paper with the information on it which I
am happy to give the hon Member privately in the lobby.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 929 OF 2007

HON J J BOSSANO:
Can I just say that he has been providing me with this information regularly but I have
been sending reminders to his office since August so I thought he had changed the
policy and wanted to do it here.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:
No, I do not know what happens to these automatically flowing figures during an
Election. They obviously get frozen. There is no policy decision to change it. If the
purpose of asking the question is that, then there is no need for him to worry. I will
give him this as we leave but I will make sure that the flow is as it was before.
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