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GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, THURSDAY, 22nd JANUARY 2015

The Gibraltar Parliament

The Parliament met at 9.15 a.m.

[MR SPEAKER: Hon. A J Canepa GMH OBE in the Chair]

[CLERK TO THE PARLIAMENT: P E Martinez Esq in attendance]

PRAYER
Mr Speaker

Tribute to the Hon Dr Bernard Linares
Mr Speaker: May | ask hon. Members, since this is the first occasion that Parliament is meeting since
the death of Bernard Linares, may | ask them to stand to keep a minute’s silence in memory of him? After
all, he graced this debating Chamber for more than 10 years from 1996 to 2007.

Members stood in silence.

Order of the Day

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Clerk: (i) Oath of Allegiance; (ii) Confirmation of Minutes — the Minutes of the last meeting of
Parliament, which was held on 18th December 2014.

Mr Speaker: May | sign the Minutes as correct? (Members: Aye.)
Mr Speaker signed the Minutes.

Clerk: (iii) Communications from the Chair; (iv) Petitions; (v) Announcements; (vi) Papers to be laid;
(vii) Reports of Committees; (viii) Answers to Oral Questions.

ADJOURNMENT
Clerk: The Hon. Dr John Cortes.

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Mr Speaker, | have the honour to move that this House do now adjourn to the 29th
January, at 9.15 a.m. in the morning.

The Speaker: I now propose the question, which is that this House do now adjourn to Thursday 29th
January at 9.15 a.m. I now put the question, which is that this House do now adjourn to the Thursday 29th
January at 9.15 in the morning. Those in favour? (Members: Aye.) Those against? This House will now
adjourn to Thursday 22nd January at 9.15 a.m. (Interjection) Will somebody move an amendment?

Thursday 29th January at 9.15 a.m. in the morning. Thank you.

The House adjourned at 9.23 a.m.




PROCEEDINGS OF THE

GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT

MORNING SESSION: 9.15 a.m. — 12.40 p.m.

Gibraltar, Thursday, 29th January 2015

Business Transacted

Tribute t0 MF BEINArd LINAIES ......cceiiieieieiieieie st siesie et ee ettt te st eneeaestestesbesseeseeneeaeseessesneeseenes 3
Welcome back to Hon. Mrs Isobel EHUI-HamMmMONA ..o 3
QUESLIONS TOF OFAl ANSWEN ... ettt ettt e te et e e te e b e st e eaeesbe e beebeesteasaesseesaeeaaeesseenteenseensenseenes 4
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TELECOMMUNICATIONS ..ottt 4
Q56/2015 Public SeCtor — LaDOUF SUPPIY ...c.veviiviieiiitiiicectercee et 4
Q57/2015 Employment Service — Refurbishment Works...........cccooevveii i 4
Q58/2015 Approved List of Government Contractors — Number of incorporated companies................ 5
Q59-64/2015 Construction and Engineering Training Centres — Instructors/trainees; details................. 7
Q65-74/2015 Gibraltar Savings Bank and Credit Finance Company Limited — Investments and loans
.............................................................................................................................................................. 10
BUSINESS AND EMPLOYMENT ..ottt bbbt 18
Q1-2/2015 Industrial Tribunal — Employing permanent Chairman; reforms to procedure................... 18
Q3/2015 Unemployed Gibraltarians — QUArterly GVErage .........cooevrereeienieieseneese e 20
Q4, Q6 & Q8/2015 Dry-dock — Operating procedure; complaints received...........ccoceverenenenenennne 20
Q5/2015 Health and Safety — Statistics for DECEMDET ........ccooiiiiiiiiiee e 21
Q7/2015 Minister for Health and Safety — Statement in relation to major accident November 2014...25
SPORTS, CULTURE AND YOUTH. ..o ittt et steenae e eneesneessaenneenneeneeas 26
Q9-10/2015 Gibraltar Rugby Football Union/Gibraltar Cricket Association — Provision of facilities .26
Q11/2015 Bishop Fitzgerald School — Calanetics and Taekwondo activities; facilities available......... 27
Q12/2015 Cultural grants awarded — Financial year 2014/15.........c.cooviiiiniiineneisene e, 28
Q13/2015 Heritage sites — Works undertaken; detailS ...........ccocvviviiirieererenese e 30
Q14/2015 Advertising in Spain — Source of funding; costs INVOIVEd ..., 30
QL2/2015 CONLINUEU — .. .ottt et e et e et e e e e s ba e s te e s beesbeeteenseenbesseesteesteestaesrenseens 32
Cultural grants awarded — Financial year 2014/15.........c.coccviiieieinieeeiees e 32
Q15/2015 Gibraltar Music Festival — Mega Concert; further expenditure...........ccocvvvvevverercnienneennnnn, 33

Published by © The Gibraltar Parliament, 2015



GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, THURSDAY, 29th JANUARY 2015

HEALTH, THE ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY ..ottt 33
Q16/2015 GHA Eating Disorder Programme — Access to programme; details ...........ccoccovvniiinens 33
Q17/2015 GHA Review Report — PUBIICAtION date ...........ccoveiiiiiiiiiicicc e 33
Q18/2015 St Bernard’s Hospital — Provision 0f meal SErVICE ..........ccvvvvviiineini i 34
Q19/2015 New prostate cancer clinic — Details of GP and Consultant Surgeon protocols.................. 34
Q20/2015 Bonita Trust — Purchase of MRI machine for GHA ... 37
Q21-23/2015 Waste management strategy — Hazardous waste exported to Gamasur, Los Barrios......37
Q24/2015 New Waste Treatment Facility — Production of electricity; portable water; bio diesel;
Y10 C P PP UPR P RPPRPR 38
Q25/2015 British Gibraltar Territorial Water — Fish stocks; collection of data ............cccceevevveiiveinenen, 39
Q26/2015 New fishing regulations — DELailS ...........coviereiiiiiiiiiii e 40
Q27/2015 European Commission — Complaints reCeIVEd. ..o 40
Q28-29/2015 Environmental Agency — Inspections of ship building/marine repair companies........... 41

TOURISM, EQUALITY, SOCIAL SERVICES AND HOUSING........cccccotiiiiinieinieneee e 43
Q30/2015 Sandy Bay Beach Project — Details of total COSt.........cocviiiiiiiiiinieieere e 43
Q31/2015 Tourism Department — Advertising expenditure; details.............ccoevviriiiiiiicinciciee 43
Q32/2015 Doctor Giraldi Inquiry — Publication of REPOIt..........ccccveeiiiieeii e 44
Q33/2015 Housing Department — Refurbishment programmes; provision of guard patrols................. 44
Q34/2015 Alameda Estate — RefurbisShment WOIKS ...........cooveieieiiie i 45
Q35/2015 Housing Department — Unpaid rents; amounts written off............ccccoooiiiiiiiiiiieicnniens 45
Q31/2015 continued — Tourism Department — Further advertising expenditure; details ..................... 47
Q36/2015 Housing Department — Reallocation of empty homes; expenditure incurred and works
[01gT0 =T 0 2 oSSR 47
Q37/2015 Housing Department — Tenants requiring urgent decanting from homes; details ................ 48

Q38/2015 Housing Department/Housing Works Agency — Comprehensive review; updated details ..48

Q39/2015 Housing Works Agency — List of employees retired, transferred or seconded .................... 49
Q40/2015 Mid Harbour Estate — Works still to be completed ..........cocoveiiiniiiiiic 51
Q41/2015 Housing Department — Eviction of squatters from rental homes; expenditure incurred ...... 52
Q42/2015 Housing Department — Unpaid rents; details of arrears..........ccccoeeveveiieiieve v, 52
TRAFFIC, TRANSPORT AND TECHNICAL SERVICES.......ccccooiiiieiitrese e 52
Q43/2015 Department’s marketing and official visits — Details 0f COStS.......covvvviiiriiriiiiiiiciereiee 52
Q39/2015 continued — Housing Works Agency — List of employees retired, transferred or seconded.53
FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GAMING ......coiiiiiiitiieistesie sttt este sttt astesae e ssessesassessesens 53
Q44/2015 Minister for Financial Services — Director from Maverick; details...........cccccccvvveviiiieinenen. 53
Q45/2015 Gibraltar Government WebSite — SEt-UP COSES ......ocueiiiriiieriiiee st 54
Q46/2015 Gibraltar International Bank Limited — Authorised services in UK ............cccccevveveeieinenen. 55
DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER ....oitiitiiitt ittt sttt st sttt st et sbe e abesaeseetasbeseesesneseas 56
Q75/2015 Naval Ground car park — Cost Of CONSEIUCTION ......ccueiiiiiiiiiircieeee e 56
The House adjourned at 12.40 p.m. and resumed its sitting at 3.00 P.M. ....cocorviririinienne e 57




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, THURSDAY, 29th JANUARY 2015

The Gibraltar Parliament

The Parliament met at 9.15 a.m.

[MR SPEAKER: Hon. A J Canepa GMH OBE in the Chair]

[CLERK TO THE PARLIAMENT: P E Martinez Esq in attendance]

Tribute to Mr Bernard Linares
Clerk: Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker: The Hon. the Chief Minister.

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, | am grateful to hon. Members for having agreed to
adjourn last week when | was unable to attend.

I am conscious of the fact that whilst I was not here, the House held a minute’s silence to mark the
passing of Bernard Linares, who was a Member of this House for 12 years. | was not here then and | know
that not much was said at the time and | am grateful for the opportunity to lead a tribute to a man who |
think has touched everyone in this community in different ways, and had friends across the political divide
as much as he had friends across all the divides that he might have represented.

Bernard Linares was a man who took positions in his life, but the fact that he took positions did not stop
him from being friends with those who might have taken opposite positions — an art which not everyone is
able to emulate.

He was a man, Mr Speaker, as | have said in some of my public tributes, who lived many lives in the
time that he was with us. A man who baptised us, who gave us communion, who married us and who then
led us in understanding political principles and then taught and did so much more. He was a man who will
be very sadly missed across the political divide in Gibraltar, because he had strong friendships on both sides
of this House and across the community and that is what really represented the man that Bernard Linares
was. (Banging on desks)

Mr Speaker: The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, | would like to, first of all, start by associating myself with the words
of the hon. the Leader of the House, but | would also like to say this, that very often politicians talk about
integrity and they talk about conviction and in my experience, looking at world politics — leaving aside
Gibraltar politics — those are rarely apposite descriptions of many politicians out there, but | think, that in
relation to Bernard Linares, rarely has there been a man with whom you could associate the words
‘integrity’ and ‘conviction’.

He was a great, great friend of mine. I will always cherish a note that he sent to me just before
Christmas when he was in England about to receive treatment, and it will always remain one of my most
cherished possessions. | think it is a sad, sad loss for this community. He is obviously a very sad loss for his
family, but equally he is also a sad loss for his friends and he will be sorely missed. (Banging on desks)

Welcome back to Hon. Mrs Isobel Ellul-Hammond

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, before we continue can | just recognise that the Hon.
Lady is back amongst us. It has been a source of sadness for all of us that she has not been with us for three
or four months and it is a pleasure to see her back. (Banging on desks)

Hon. Mrs Isobel Elul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, if I may, with your indulgence, thank all those present
in the Chamber today, the MPs and members of the Parliament staff, thank you all for the support you have
shown me these last few months while | have been away due to medical reasons.
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I would especially like to thank the Chief Minister and Government Ministers who have extended a
hand of friendship during what has been a very difficult time for me and to a certain extent still is a little
difficult. I would like to thank you for that. You have shown love and compassion in my hour of need. The
Chief Minister has said in the past it is about the issues and not about the man — and I think in this case, the
woman — and in that regard you have risen to that and | am very grateful and would like to thank you.
(Banging on desks)

Questions for Oral Answer

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Q56/2015
Public sector —
Labour supply

Mr Speaker: Answers to questions.
Clerk: We now start answers to questions and we commence with Question 56, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Economic Development provide details of the companies
which provide labour supply to the public sector to include the numbers of companies which do so, their
names and how many employees they are each currently supplying?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development and Telecommunications.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): The
companies supplying labour to the public sector are the following, Mr Speaker: G L Limited, 44; P S
Limited, 96; Rhino Construction, 98; Workforce, 150, Rock Admin, 28; Endash, 43; W & N Limited 11; S
& K, 90.

Q57/2015
Employment Service —
Refurbishment works

Clerk: Question 57, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Employment confirm that all refurbishment works carried out
to the offices of the Employment Service in the financial year ended March 2013 have received the
appropriate approval with details of the contractors which have carried out these works?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development and Telecommunications.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): No, Mr
Speaker.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, why not? Why not? That is the question.

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, Mr Speaker, because no works have been carried out in the Employment
Service.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, maybe | have interpreted... | will explain why this question arises. It
arises from the Public Auditor’s Report, page 17, which deals with the expenditure which arises from, |
think, the Improvement and Development Fund, part two, and with your permission, Mr Speaker, | will just
read the relevant paragraph. It deals with works and equipment, Government buildings works and
structures, and it says:
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‘T asked the Principal Secretary, Ministry of Employment and Labour, whether three payments selected in a sample
exercise regarding refurbishment works carried out to the offices of the Employment Services’

—that is very clear and | do not think | have misinterpreted that —

‘by three contractors amounting to £46,000-odd had been channelled through the Government’s Procurement
Office, or alternatively, if an internal selective tendering process had been performed. The Principal Secretary’

— | assume that is the Director of Employment —

‘informed me that although the works predated his appointment as Principal Secretary’

think there have been various changes in that position —

‘he and staff of the Employment Service could not trace any relevant paperwork leading up to the works being
approved. The Financial Secretary confirmed that authority was not sought from his Office to charge the cost of the
works to the | and D F, nor to dispense with the Government’s official procurement process.’

Really, what | wanted was an explanation from the Hon. Minister. The question was addressed to the
Minister of Employment, and | know there has been a reshuffle, but I suspect that it is the Hon. Mr Bossano
who will have the information, given that he has been in post only until relatively recently. So | want an
explanation of this.

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, Mr Speaker, | will go back to the person who was then the controlling officer
of the Department and find out what this work is about. I am not aware of any work having been done in the
office while | have been there.

Hon. D J Bossino: But, Mr Speaker, will he therefore accept that the answer he gave me, the previous
answer he gave me that the answer was no, because the works had not been carried out in his office, I think
he said, is incorrect on the basis of the Principal Auditor’s description, where he says:

‘Works which were carried out to the offices of the Employment Service by three contractors.”

So on that basis is there not a contradiction? And | give him the opportunity to dispel any contradiction
which | can clearly see on the face of the words that | have just read and the answer he has just given.

Hon. J J Bossano: Mr Speaker, there is no contradiction. No works have been carried out while | have

been there and | am not aware of what works are being referred to. So | will investigate how there is
apparently a reference to works which as far as | am concerned have not taken place.

Q58/2015
Approved List of Government Contractors —
Number of incorporated companies
Clerk: Question 58, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Government state how many of the companies which have been admitted on
to the Approved List of Government Contractors have been incorporated since they came to office?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development and Telecommunications.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Forty-
six, Mr Speaker.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr. Speaker, this question also arises out of a comment made, again in the Principal
Auditor’s Report, where again, with your permission, if | could simply read the numbers, where he says:

“The review also highlights’ —
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Mr Speaker: On this occasion | am going to allow that procedure whereby you quote extensively from
the Principal Auditor’s Report. May I commend to Hon. Members that in future, perhaps in the main
question, there should be a reference to the particular paragraph? Other than that, what the House can do of
course is to debate the Principal Auditor’s Report, which was a feature of life in the House of Assembly in
days gone by. We cannot have a repetition whereby you are quoting at length from the Principal Auditor’s
Report, paragraph after paragraph.

But | am allowing that today because it is the first occasion that it arises. Okay?

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, | am grateful for that, but the only concern that | have is the premise on
which the comment is made and it is this, that first of all it is not an extensive quote from the report. | have
literally just quoted a few lines and | think | am more than entitled to proceed in the way that | proceeded
this morning in the future.

I will take on board what the Chair has said for the future, but by doing so | am not necessarily agreeing
that that is the way | will be proceeding in the future, Mr Speaker. But this is not an extensive quoting of
the report; it is simply a quotation based arising from the answers that the Hon. the Minister gives.

Mr Speaker: The Hon. Member will appreciate that if he wants to get a fuller answer, if the Minister
who is answering the question knows what the subject matter is going to be, he can give a much fuller and
much more accurate answer.

Hon. D J Bossino: Indeed, Mr Speaker, and that is obviously clearly a matter for the relevant Member
asking the question.
Mr Speaker, paragraph 2.6(8) says:

‘The review also highlighted a vast number of tenders which had not been channelled through the Government’s
Procurement Office, but directed via the Construction Industry Temporary Scheme for Government Contractors’

—which I assume is the approved list system —

‘The scheme was created in August 2010°
— during our time —

‘with the purpose of attempting to aid the local construction industry in order to achieve flexibility in the allocation
of contracts to registered contractors who meet a set of terms and conditions.’

However, Mr Speaker, the number of contractors in the approved list of Government contractors has
risen from 53 in June 2012 to 185 in March 2014. In that context he has answered the specific question
which | asked which was presumably, out of those, 46 have been incorporated during his time in office. But
can he give this House an explanation as to why there has been such a massive increase from the figure of
53 in June 2012 to the current figure or the March 2014 figure of 185?

Hon. J J Bossano: The original question is how many companies that are currently on the list were
incorporated after we came into office, and | have given him that figure.

He then asked me, as a supplementary — nothing to do with the 46 that | have given him — what do |
think about something that the Auditor says. Well, he should have asked me that in the original question
and then I would have brought an explanation for him.

Clerk: Question 59, the Hon. E J Reyes.
Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, may | come back?
Mr Speaker: Yes.

Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, Mr Speaker, let me try and make it easier for the hon. Gentleman in the
supplementary that | am going to ask, because he has answered that there has been 46 new construction
companies that are on the approved contractors list and that means that even on those numbers, taking the
53 that were there when we were there, another 46 in three years, that is double... in fact, it is much more.
It is 185, the number at the moment.

Can he give an explanation as to why we have seen this significant increase in the number of
construction companies that are now on the approved contractors list?
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Hon. J J Bossano: Well, Mr Speaker, the hon. Member knows the answer to that question already,
because he has been asking me questions about the companies that were incorporated from people who
were previously unemployed and who then set-up small companies in order to be able to compete for
Government work. The bulk of these 46 companies are one-man companies — one-man outfits.

Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, but, Mr Speaker, part of the criteria for coming onto the approved contractor’s
list is also experience as well, experience to deal with a job, and when we were there certainly my
recollection is that there were limits. So, for example, any contractor below, | think it was, £% million, you
required X number of years practising in that particular area as a construction company and then over a
£1 million... so the experienced companies would obviously do the more complicated jobs, because at the
end of the day there is a quality issue.

But here in Gibraltar we have seen companies, such as, for example, Busy Bee, which is a company that
was incorporated a year and a half ago, that is awarded a £1.5 million contract. How does the hon.
Gentleman justify that?

Hon. J J Bossano: | justify it on the basis that | justified it when he first raised the matter. It was the
lowest tenderer.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, with respect that does not answer the question. Leaving aside whether
it was or it was not the lowest tenderer, it is about quality too and it is about experience to do a job, and if
you have a construction company that has been incorporated (Interjection) a year and a half ago, and in a
year and a half it gets a substantial contract for £1.5 million, surely there is a quality issue there.

Is he satisfied that the quality of jobs done by companies that have been recently incorporated getting
these very substantial contracts, that the quality is being retained?

Hon. J J Bossano: Mr Speaker, | am satisfied that the people who do the work for me are satisfied that
that is the case. | am myself not a construction expert.

Hon. D A Feetham: So, Mr Speaker, have the qualifications, the quality threshold for coming onto the
approved contractor’s list and for being able to do these substantial contracts, has that changed between
when we were in Government to them taking over, because quite frankly | cannot remember when we were
in Government — and | had some involvement in relation to this — | cannot remember that in our time you
could ever have a situation where a company that has only been there for a year and a half since
incorporation gets a contract for £1.5 million.

Hon. J J Bossano: | certainly do not want to emulate their record of disasters in the construction
industry and so therefore I am not going to look to his record to see what we should be doing now. But |
can tell the hon. Member that when | asked about the list that he talks about with the thresholds, that list had
been out of date for 10 years out of the 15 that they were there, according to the people in the Technical
Services, and included at least six companies that had gone bust and disappeared from the scene and were
still on that list.

Hon. D A Feetham: So, Mr Speaker, if Mr Bossino and | were to incorporate a construction company
tomorrow, is he saying to me that in a year’s time we would be perfectly entitled to be allocated contracts
for £1.5 million or is our membership of the GSD going to count against us, Mr Speaker?

Hon. J J Bossano: Mr Speaker, the membership of the GSD will not count against him, but | would
think that those 46 that were originally GSD will by now have changed their voting pattern, given the attack
that they are constantly being submitted to since they left the unemployment list. But | would welcome it if
they both decide to devote their energies to construction because they are doing a lousy job in politics.
(Laughter)

Q59-64/2015
Construction and Engineering Training Centres —
Instructors/trainees; details

Clerk: Question 59, the Hon. E J Reyes.
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Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, further to the answer provided to Question 767/2014, can the Minister for
Training provide a breakdown of the 11 instructors currently delivering training at (a) the Construction
Training Centre and (b) the Engineering Training Centre, indicating the number of instructors delivering
training in each individual discipline or course, showing at which training centre they are based, together
with details of each individual’s instructor qualifications held?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development and Telecommunications.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this question together with Questions 60 to 64.

Clerk: Question 60, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer provided to Question 765/2014, can the Minister for Training
provide details in respect of the 11 assessors, indicating how many are currently based at (a) the
Construction Trades Training Centre and (b) Engineering Trades Training Centre, together with details of
each individual’s assessor qualifications held?

Clerk: Question 61, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer provided to Question 767/2014, can the Minister for Training
say in which company the non-Government employee instructor is employed?

Clerk: Question 62, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer provided to Question 768/2014, can the Minister for Training
please provide a breakdown of the individual and specific NVQ levels the 134 trainees attained, broken
down by discipline or course, together with details of the examination board and qualification awarding
body who certified the qualifications attained?

Clerk: Question 63, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer provided to Question 766/2014, can the Minister for Training
provide a breakdown with details of the specific NVQs, showing their individual corresponding levels, the
74 trainees are currently undertaking, indicating the discipline or course being followed, the examination
board and awarding body who will upon successful completion certify the award as well as indicating at
which training centre they are enrolled?

Clerk: Question 64, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Training provide details of any new Trainees enrolled at either (a)
the Construction Trades Training Centre and (b) Engineering Trades Training Centre, since the answer
provided to Question 766/2014, indicating the specific discipline or course being followed, indicating at
what level, the examination board and awarding body who will upon successful completion certify the
award as well as stating at which training centre they are enrolled?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development and Telecommunications.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano):
Mr Speaker, there are eight instructors in the Construction Training Centre, two are delivering carpentry
training up to NVQ level 3, one is delivering painting and decorating training up to NVVQ level 2 and one up
to NVQ level 3. One instructor is delivering plumbing up to NVQ level 2 and three are delivering training
in bricklaying, plastering, wall and floor tiling up to NVQ level 3.

All instructors have qualifications under the CITB and are approved under City and Guilds.

There are three instructors in the Engineering Training Centre, one of which is employed by Gibdock,
delivering training in mechanical and electrical engineering and fabrication and welding up to NVQ level 3.

There are eight assessors at the Construction Training Centre, with lead body qualifications City and
Guilds D32, D33 and EAL L Unit, and three assessors at the Engineering Training Centre, two possess the
EAL Award in assessing competence in the work environment level 3 and one is in the process of obtaining
it.

The qualifications obtained by the trainees are as follows.
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Awarding Body City and Guilds: Carpentry level 1, 13 trainees and level 2, four trainees; Plumbing
level 2, one trainee; Bricklaying level 1, two trainees, level 2, three trainees; Plastering level 2, two
trainees; Tiling level 2, one trainee; Painting and Decorating level 1, seven trainees; Combined Bricklaying,
Plastering and Tiling level 1, 76 trainees.

Awarding Body EAL Fabrication and Welding: Electrical Engineering level 3, 12 trainees; Mechanical
Engineering level 3, two trainees.

Construction Training Centre: Combined Bricklaying, Plastering and Tiling level 1 City and Guilds, 17
trainees. City and Guilds Carpentry level, three trainees and level 3, four trainees; Bricklaying level 2, five
trainees; Plastering level 2, five trainees; Tiling level 2, two trainees.

In the Engineering Training Centre, doing EAL: Fabrication and Welding level 2, there are four trainees
and level 3, four trainees; Mechanical Engineering level 3, seven trainees; Electrical Installation level 3, 16
trainees; Motor Vehicle Mechanic level 2, eight trainees.

There have been no enrolments since the answer to Question 766/2014.

Mr Speaker: | can arrange for the hon. Member to receive a photocopy of this if it will facilitate him,
unless he is satisfied with the main answer.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, please.
Mr Speaker: Okay, if you just wait a moment then we will arrange for that to be done.

Hon. E J Reyes: In the meantime, Mr Speaker, it is a very comprehensive answer and | am very
grateful for your offer, but can I just clarify one thing that may be very clear to the Minister, but not to me?

When he said that since the answer he gave to my hon. colleague to Question 766/2014, he said there
have been no new trainees, perhaps | could have used a better language. Does he know from there if any...

Although there may not be a new name enrolled at the Training Centre, since that answer has there been
any trainee who has completed a particular level and has kept on being enrolled but has now moved to a
higher level — for example, Mr Speaker, those who completed level 1 moving on to level 2 or from level 2
to 3? The Minister may or may not have that, but if he does have it, then it would save me having to pursue
it in the future.

Hon. J J Bossano: Mr Speaker, the answer is that the trainees who are at level 2 are people who are
continuing having level 1 and the ones at level 3 are continuing, and so they only have to enrol once, | am
told by the Training Centre, which is when they first enter and they do not need to re-enrol to continue with
level 2 and level 3. Indeed, in the case of the construction sector, they spend time in the industry and then
they can come back and continue. We do not treat that as a new enrolment, but as a continuation of the
previous one.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, Mr Speaker, and | think it is only fair that if | require further details I will come
back to the Minister. | doubt | will be able to deduce from his figures what trend there is. If | give you a
hypothetical example. If 20 trainees completed level 1, how many of those 20 wish to move on and actually
carry on with Level 2? But perhaps the Minister may know and offer some information.

I believe from some of the trainees there present that despite those within the construction trades
receiving qualified craftsman status on completion of level 2, there seems to be a desire by three or four,
maybe half a dozen of them to continue on to level 3 and for which the Training Centre | know in the past
has tried to accommodate them. Does the Minister have any information he can offer to this House whether
they are allowing those, despite that they will have to spend far more time out in the industry? I think it is
one of the conditions set by the Examination Board, but is he, as a matter of policy, willing to encourage
these youngsters to carry on with their qualifications?

For the sake of those not well versed in this issue, Mr Speaker, if | can draw you to our educational
system, a craftsman in the construction trade who attains a qualification at level 2 to continue to level 3
would be the equivalent of us carrying on doing in the education world, like a post-graduate type of study.
Can the Minister enlighten us if he has any information?

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, it is not something that we encourage because the whole purpose of the
training is that we want to get people replacing craftsman that we are currently importing; therefore, as he
rightly says, going on to level 3 is really in order to take on more the level of charge hand, a foreman or a
supervisory, and | think frankly it is not the best thing to come straight out of training and go in there
without having experience of some work in the industry.

So for those who want to do their level 3, what we are saying — there are not all that many of them — is
that they should go into the industry and get day release and we will enter into an agreement with the
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employer so that when they need to get released to carry on with their level 3 studies, that will be funded by
the Training Programme so that the employer will not be hostile to the idea of releasing people because it
will not be at the expense of the employer.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, with your leave may | say to the Minister that | think that sounds
extremely sensible and | simply say to you, thank you for that type of commitment. He can rest assured of
my support that we are not only training people to fill up the type of vacancies that will arise now, but we
are looking forward towards succession planning, if one wants to call it that, so that in a few years’ time
there will no longer be a need to import any labour to take over supervisory roles. We are talking about the
managers of the future and time runs away and so the Minister can count on the support from this side of
the House in respect of continuing up to level 3.

Hon. J J Bossano: Mr Speaker, if we are able to continue to attract people into the construction
industry, eventually we will see a significant move, but we are still at the early stages of that transition.

Mr Speaker: Next question.

Q65-74/2015
Gibraltar Savings Bank and Credit Finance Company Limited —
Investments and loans

Mr Speaker: Question 65.

Clerk: Question 65, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister please state what the Government cash
reserves were as at 31st August 2014, 30th September 2014, 31st October 2014, 30th November 2014 and
31 December 2014?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development and Telecommunications.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this question with Questions 66 to 74.

Clerk: Question 66, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Chief Minister please give a breakdown by bank and amount of that part
of the aggregate public debt which comprises bank debt, as at 31st December 2014?

Clerk: Question 67, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Chief Minister please provide this House with a breakdown, by debenture
issue, of that part of the aggregate public debt which comprises Government debentures, as at
31st December 20147?

Clerk: Question 68, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Chief Minister please provide details of the value of Gibraltar Savings
Bank debentures or other debt security as at 31st December 2014?

Clerk: Question 69, the Hon. D A Feetham.
Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Chief Minister please provide a breakdown of where and how all the
monies deposited in the Gibraltar Savings Bank have been invested and the rate of return on each of these

investments as at 31st December 2014?

Clerk: Question 70, the Hon. D J Bossino.

10



400

405

410

415

420

425

430

435

440

445

450

GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, THURSDAY, 29th JANUARY 2015

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Finance state how the funds to pay for the purchase by the
Government of the shareholding in Gibtelecom, previously owned by a third party, were sourced?

Clerk: Question 71, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Chief Minister please provide details of (a) the date or dates when Credit
Finance Company Limited deposited monies with Gibraltar Investment (Holdings) Limited; (b) the
amounts involved on each such occasion; (c) the bank and bank account from where the money was
transferred in the name of Credit Finance; (d) to the bank and bank account in the name of Gibraltar
Investment Holdings Limited?

Clerk: Question 72, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Government please provide the exact terms on which Credit Finance
Company Limited has deposited the sum of £347 million in Gibraltar Investment Holdings Limited and
whether all the Directors of Credit Finance approved that transaction?

Clerk: Question 73, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Chief Minister please provide details of all monies deposited or
investments made by the Government in Gibraltar Investment Holdings Limited over the last calendar year,
together with the dates and details of bank and bank account into which the money was deposited?

Clerk: Question 74, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Please provide details of all investments and transfers of money made out of
Gibraltar Investment Holdings Limited over the last calendar year, including the identity of the recipients.

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development and Telecommunications.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Mr
Speaker, as at 31st December 2014 the aggregate public debt consisting of bank debt was Barclays Bank,
£150 million, and NatWest Offshore Limited, £50 million.

The Government debentures by maturity date were 2017 debentures, £15,061,200 and the one-month
debenture, £237,150,400.

The value of Gibraltar Savings Bank debentures and other debt maturity by date was: one month,
£27,929,700; 2015 debentures, £43,770,300; 2016, £22,935,600; 2017, £178,983,600; 2018, £163,997,100;
2019, £125,110,100; other debentures, £30,889,559; bonds, £104,491,469; deposit accounts, £247,618,605.

The earnings yield in respect of different categories of investments, vehicles held by the Savings Bank
Fund for the month of November are as follows. On-call accounts with the Bank of England, the Crown
Agents and the Gibraltar Banks have an average yield of around 0.52%. The Gibraltar Banks were the
Royal Bank of Scotland, Barclays Bank, Nat West, Jyske Bank and Lloyds Bank.

Floating rates notes quoted on the London Stock Exchange had an average yield of 0.95%. The floating
rates were issued by the following: European Investment Bank; International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development; Neder Waterschapsbank; Kfw, Republic of Finland Bank; VVolkswagen Financial Services;
Dexia; GE Capital UK; Westpac Securities; Australia & New Zealand Banking Group; Centrica plc; ASB
Finance Ltd; Royal Bank of Canada; BG Energy Capital Plc; Suncorp Metway Ltd; BMW Finance; and
National Grid Gas Plc.

Monthly income debentures are at 6% return and preference shares in Credit Finance had an average
dividend of 5.6%. As previously explained, quoted stocks and call accounts fluctuate marginally on a daily
basis, but these fluctuations are not considered significant.

I now hand over to the Member the Savings Bank statement, listing the investments as at November
2014.

11
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AnsWer to Question 74
Schedule to Question 69
SAVINGS BANK FUND

STATEMENT OF INVESTMENTS ON 31 DECEMBER 2014

DESCRIPTION OF STOCK

NOMINAL
VALUE

MARKET
PRICE
ACCRUED
INTEREST %

MARKET
VALUE
ACCRUED
INTEREST

TOTAL
MARKET
VALUE ON
31/12/2014

EIB FLOATING RATE NOTE 22/02/17

EIB FLOATING RATE NOTE 05/01/16

NEDER WATERSCHAPSBANK FRN 09/04/18
KFW FRN 09/03/15

REPUBLIC OF FINLAND FRN 25/2/16
VOLKSWAGEN FIN SERV NV FRN 12/10/15
DEXIA CREDlTbLOCAL FRN 15/4/16

GE CAPITAL UK FUNDING FRN 9/5/16
WESTPAC SECURITIES NZ LT FRN 2/10/17
AUST & NZ BANKING GROUP FRN 4/2/16
CENTRICA PLC 5.5% 24/10/16.

ASB FINANCE LTD LONDON FRN 13/03/17
ROYAL BANK OF CANADA FRN 4/6/19

BG ENERGY CAPITAL PLC 5.125% 07/12/17
VOLKSWAGEN FIN SERV NV 2.375% 13/11/18
SUNCORP-METWAY LTD FRN 06/10/17

GE CAPITAL UK FUNDING FRN 20/3/17
BMW FINANCE NV 1.75% 20/11/17
NATIONAL GRID GAS PLC 6% 07/06/17

GOVERNMENT DEBENTURES
BANK OF ENGLAND

CFC SHARES

GSBA

GIBTELECOM

ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND GBP CALL A/C
LLOYDS BANK GBP CALL A/C

BARCLAYS BANK

NATIONAL WESTMINSTER OFFSHORE

JYSKE BANK
CASH

INTERNATIONAL BK RECON & DEV FRN 19/01/16

£20,000,000.00
£20,000,000.00
£4,235,000.00
£12,200,000.00
£17,000,000.00
£5,000,000.00
£5,000,000.00
£4,000,000.00
£3,000,000.00
£5,000,000.00
£5,000,000.00
£6,000,000.00
£5,000,000.00
£5,000,000.00
£5,000,000.00
£3,000,000.00
£5,000,000.00
£2,000,000.00
£5,000,000.00
£3,000,000.00

£213,000,000.00
£22,399,948.35

£400,000,000.00

£5,000,000.00
'£37,798,895.33
£2,437,266.55
£20,406,365.46

£73,742,145.08

£9,503,013.61

£20,100.827.43

£4,000,000.00

100.318
0.077

99.978
0.149

100.002
0.120

100.000
0.169

99.992
0.039

100.027
0.060

99.994
0.186

100.025
0.167

100.483
0.155

100.000
0.252

100.213
0.127

107.289
1.025

100.274
0.050

100.082
0.070

109.638
0.337

102.830
0.312

100.139
0.271

99.768
0.017

100.201
0.197

111.491
3.403

100.000

100.000

100.000

100.000

100.000

100.000

100.000

100.000

100.000

100.000
100.000

£20,063,564.80
£15,311.92

£19,995,609.00
£29,817.26

£4,235,073.77
£5,077.13

£12,200,000.00
£20,605.72

£16,998,695.59
£6,707.72

£5,001,345.20
£2,984.79

£4,999,718.55
£9,302.85

£4,000,989.36
£6,663.18

£3,014,479.86
£4,640.85

£5,000,000.00
£12,609.25

£5,010,648.20
£6,354.70

£6,437,337.00
£61,479.45

£5,013,713.45
£2,499.18

£5,004,106.90
£3,523.87

£5,481,910.40
£16,849.32

£3,084,900.00
£9,369.86

£5,006,931.35
£13,526.88

£1,995,350.18
£349.95

£5,010,072.85
£9,828.77

£3,344,744.85
£102,082.19

£213,000,000.00
£22,399,948.35

£400,000,000.00

£5,000,000.00
£37,798,895.33
£2,437,266.55
£20,406,365.46

£73,742,145.08

£9,503,013.61

£20,100.827.43

£20,078,876.72

£20,025,426.26

£4,240,150.90

£12,220,605.72

£17,005,403:31

£5,004,329.99

£5,009,021.40

£4,007,652.54

£3,019,120.71

£5,012,609.25

£5,017,002.90

£6,498,816.45

£5,016,212.63

£5,007,630.77

£5,498,759.72

£3,094,269.86

£5,020,458.23

£1,995,700.13

£5,019,901.62

£3,446,827.04

£213,000,000.00
£22,399,948.35

£400,000,000.00

£5,000,000.00
£37,798,895.33
£2,437,266.55
£20,406,365.46

£73,742,145.08

£9,503,013.61

£20,100.827.43

£4,000,000.00

£4,000,000.00
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The funds of Credit Finance are invested in commutation, pensions, financing and loans which provide
a profitable return and the balance is held in on-call accounts, which have been explained in answer to
supplementaries in previous questions on this subject. | am not prepared to provide any further details
beyond what has been provided.

The monies held by GIH and its subsidiaries are managed collectively, together with Government
research by the Treasury in order to meet day-to-day needs in cash flow movements.

The cash reserves in the months requested were as follows: August 2014, £79,000,000.57; September
2014 £96,000,000.84; October 2014 £90,720,000; November 2014 £84,000,000.65; and December 2014
£60,000,000.10.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, may | afford the hon. Gentleman an opportunity to answer some of
the questions that he has missed out in his bunching of all these questions? He has not answered Question
65, which is the cash reserves. | have not heard him answer that for the cash reserves and he knows that |
need the cash reserves in order to calculate net debt. He has not answered the question that Mr Bossino has
asked about Gibtelecom. Obviously he has not answered the questions on Gibraltar Investment Holdings
Limited, but I assume his answer in relation to that is that he does not want to provide me with any further
information than the information he has already provided for me. But at the very least before | come back
on the other matters, | want to ask supplementaries on in relation to Question 65 and also Question 70.

Hon. J J Bossano: Yes, | apologise. | think the people who have been putting this together for me are
new and put it down as a supplementary when it should have been part of the original answer.

The investment was made by the Gibraltar Savings Bank Fund in the purchase of the Gibtelecom
shareholding and that is reflected in the list of investments that | have passed over to the hon. Member, but |
should have mentioned it.

I did give the figures for the cash reserves, but | will repeat them, which was August £79,000,000.57;
September  £96,000,000.84; October £90,720,000; November £84,000,000.65 and December
£60,000,000.10.

Hon. Sir P R Caruana: | had obviously misunderstood him to have meant that that was the money that
had gone into Gibraltar Investment Holdings that had been held as cash for the use of subsidiaries and that
that was the monies that had been held as at those months — that was my understanding. Can he confirm that
my understanding was wrong and that those figures that he has given are the public debt net reserves?

Hon. J J Bossano: The figure that | have given for the months of August, September, October,
November and December are in answer to Question 65 and are the Government cash reserves.

Hon. D A Feetham: So, Mr Speaker, the net debt, as at the end of December, was the gross debt of
£452 million less cash reserves at the end of December, which gives a net debt of £394 million pounds. Is
that the same calculation? He must have that as one of the supplementaries... the calculations that the hon.
Gentleman has.

Hon. J J Bossano: The figure that | have got shows £392 million.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, the net debt is effectively even higher than the net debt that the Hon.
the Chief Minister announced to this House of £352 million during the Budget and so the trend is an
increase in net debt. We have cash reserves which are just simply £60 million.

Mr Speaker, how does the Government intend to keep its manifesto commitment of actually cutting the
public debt in half in the light of these figures?

Hon. J J Bossano: Mr Speaker, | do not think | have to explain to the hon. Member how | intend to
complete any manifesto commitment. The point is that we intend to do it and therefore | do not recall in the
42 years of being here anybody ever explaining to me on that side of the House how they intended to do
something they were committed to doing. They just told me to wait and see and | give the same advice.

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, | await with baited breath.

But, Mr Speaker, with cash reserves of £60 million and with a Government just very recently signing a
contract for the construction of a power station at £77 million, how does the hon. Gentleman, the
Government, intend to be funding the power station with cash reserves of £60 million and the position as he
has described it, say, in answers to my question?
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Hon. J J Bossano: Mr Speaker, | do not recall that it worried him in Government when he was
intending to spend twice that much — £120 million to put one up the Rock — and so presumably if he had a
scheme up his sleeve which he did not reveal in Parliament then, | am sure there must be people imitating
what he was doing at the time.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, it is very simple. His Government and his party have been lambasting
us about the fact that we would have needed to borrow money and now | am asking him to come clean. We
have got a potential bill to this community of £77 million. Indeed, over the next few weeks | will be
demonstrating that that bill is going to be increasing to over £140 million. That is the real cost of the power
station and | just simply want to know how the Government is going to fund it.

Is the Government, for example, going to fund it via the money sitting in Credit Finance, now actually
sitting in Gibraltar Investment Holdings Limited, as indeed from the answer that he has given, my hon.
Friend, Mr Bossino, he appears to have funded the purchase of the shareholding in Gibtelecom because that
has been funded out of the Gibraltar Savings Bank, and of course, if that is the case, then I have got other
supplementaries that | wish to ask the hon. Gentleman, as he no doubt can predict.

Hon. J J Bossano: Mr Speaker, | am not going to tell him (Laughter) and he knows that (Banging on
desks) but I can tell him that given the ‘nomenclature’, which was a word he liked using the last time,
introduced by the former Chief Minister, | think this falls into the category of either being hypothetical or
work in progress — one of the two.

I can tell him that as far as the investment in the Gibraltar Telecom shares is concerned, | think to say
that it is funded is a misnomer. The Gibraltar Savings Bank has bought from Slovenia Telecom their 50%
shareholding, which was yielding Slovenia 8%, and it is a good return and a safe investment. It has been
bought at a price which I can tell Members opposite is a very good price, because my information is that the
previous Administration had a valuation done in 2008 which put the value of this 50% shareholding at
£40 million.

So if it was valued independently and professionally for the previous Government at £40 million in
2008 and we have been able to negotiate a buyout of our partner, what | expect is that the Savings Bank
will continue with that investment until we find a suitable partner to replace Slovenia. | anticipate that in the
time that we continue to hold those shares we will be taking steps to improve the profitability and
consequently the value of those shares so that when we come to resell them there will be a capital gain to
the Savings Bank, and so that is the rationale of that investment.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, is there not an alternative rationale? It is that the Government has
been spending so much money and has been borrowing so much money that actually there is nothing in the
coffers, in the kitty to be able to purchase those shares. It would not have been possible for the Government
to have purchased the shares in Gibtelecom. It would have been impossible, taking into account the cash
reserves that the Government had and indeed the formula about how much the Government can borrow,
isn’t that the position?

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, no, he is wrong. Although he formed part of the Government that invented the
formula, it is clear that he does not understand it as well as | do.

The formula would allow us to have a net debt of £443 million and so if we had chosen to go to the
maximum allowed by the formula, the reserves could have been dropped to something like £70 million and
we would still have been able to purchase those shares. But the decision was a deliberate decision that the
Savings Bank would be given the opportunity to invest because it provides a good return and it is money
that... rather than having it invested somewhere else with a lower return, as the Minister responsible for the
Savings Bank | bid for the shares because they were a very lucrative source of funding for us to be able to
increase the profitability of the Savings Bank at the same time.

So we have got an income stream now coming into the Savings Bank at 8%, which is very good, above
anything we are paying out and at the same time. As | say, | expect that it will be possible to improve the
value of those shares and to sell them for more than we bought them.

Hon. Sir P R Caruana: Mr Speaker, | sincerely hope that it turns out to be a wonderful investment for
the Savings Bank. A little bit liquid for a bank, but nevertheless | hope it is a very good investment and |
am sure it will be.

But given that the investment has been made by the Savings Bank, which is not the Government and not
by the Government, would the hon. Member agree with me that all the Government’s public statements to
the effect that it has bought out Slovenia Telecom are factually incorrect?
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Hon. J J Bossano: | agree with the hon. Member that technically he is right, but it has been bought by
the Savings Bank, which is in itself owned by the Government. So if the Government had chosen to use a
Government company to buy it, as opposed to the Savings Bank, presumably it would have not been a
major departure from accuracy to say that the Government owned all the shares. But | think it is preferable
that all the shares should not have been held by the consolidated fund, which would have been the correct
100% accurate interpretation of the statement that the Government has bought it.

Hon. Sir P R Caruana Mr Speaker, [Inaudible] whether the Savings Bank is owned by the
Government, in any normal sense of that word it is a statutory body with statutory existence. It is managed
by civil servants and it is overseen by a Minister, but of course it is not the Government. It is very different
to a Government Department. It is not the taxpayer that owns the asset; it is effectively, | suppose
indirectly, the depositors of the Savings Bank. This is now one of the assets that answers for their deposits
in due course and so it would have been, | think, more transparent for the Government statements to have
said what the hon. Member has said today, which would not have added or subtracted anything from the
statement but it would have been factually correct.

Hon. J J Bossano: | agree it would have been a more accurate description of what has been done.

Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, Mr Speaker, even if the hon. Gentleman is right, and | had calculated under
the formula a net debt that the Government could borrow on the formula... for how much the Government
could borrow, a net debt slightly below or below the £443 million, you would still, had the Government
bought the shares in Gibtelecom directly, the Government would have been within less than £20 million
from that...borrowing...that ceiling.

Is it not the case that really what the Government is doing here is using the Gibraltar Savings Bank as a
form of borrowing, which it does not have to, which is not going to be caught by the legal borrowing limit,
because the Government really does not have the money to then fund all the other things that the
Government is going to be funding, including a power station? Because if the legal borrowing limit is
£443 million and had these shares been bought by the Government, it would have taken them within £20
million, or slightly less I think the calculation is, of that actual ceiling.

It would not have had money to then pay for the power station. It would not have had money to pay for
the small berths, which the Hon. Minister Costa is responsible for etc, etc, etc, and that is at the heart of the
problem that this Government is facing, which is that it has promised so many things to so many people,
funded by very high borrowing, that it really does not have the money to fund its long list of commitments,
hence why it effectively needs to rely on savers money in the Gibraltar Savings Bank.

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, I know that it suits the hon. Member to put that interpretation on it and no
doubt he will either rush off and do another You Tube thing on it or produce little squares on a paper to put
through my letterbox, but I am afraid the fact that he does that, which I think is misrepresenting reality, like
he is doing now, is something that does not really upset me very much because the day he put this little
paper through my letterbox explaining why people should not touch the Savings Bank with a bargepole,
when | got to my office there was a telephone call from somebody who wanted to know how they could go
about putting £1.5 million in.

So | really want to encourage him to keep on doing these things because it seems to be getting people to
put more money in, than | am able to do with my own efforts. (Laughter)

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, | am going to have to instruct my activists not to post leaflets through
the hon. Gentleman’s door so that it does not upset the hon. Gentleman.

But this is really the most serious issue affecting Gibraltar and everybody in their political careers learn
from people that they have observed in politics, and | have observed him for a very, very long time. One of
the things that I took from the hon. Gentleman is his economic philosophy, which was ‘always live within
your means and always save something’. Leave something aside so that if the going gets tough, Gibraltar
has something there that it can rely on and so that we are not vulnerable to future threats.

We have a situation here where the net debt is the highest in history and where we are within, on this
calculation, £47 million of the net debt limit of the limit of the Government’s borrowing. The Government
could not borrow more on these figures than £47 million more, and yet the Government has huge
commitments, a power station, the berths and other commitments, the final bills in relation to the cladding
of the estates — that has not come through yet — and the affordable homes.

Surely he should see of all people — the architect of the rainy day fund policy — that this is jeopardising
the future of our children and our children’s children because the only way that this can continue is if
everything goes Gibraltar’s way. If | were on the board of a company and a CEO of that company were to
say to me, ‘My policy is that this company has always done well and therefore it is going to continue to do
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well’, without laying out a plan as to how it is going to continue to do well, I would vote for his sacking
tomorrow.

And you see the problem that | have, Mr Speaker, and | am asking the hon. Member to comment on this,
is that this appears to be Government policy that everything has gone well in the past and it will continue to
go well. And yet, 1 would have thought that he of all people would have understood the dangers of
Government policy and what the Government is doing here.

Mr Speaker: The Hon. Minister has answered the question. | have allowed the Leader of the
Opposition effectively to make a political speech and not to ask a question. | hope | do not have a
repetition.

Hon. J J Bossano: | am glad, Mr Speaker, that the hon. Member has said that that is something that he
has paid a lot of attention to, because I still believe it is absolutely essential for us to think of the future and
not live just for the day. Indeed, I think it is important that we should not compete with each other in doing
things that maybe have short-term benefits and long-term penalties. (Several Members: Hear, hear.)
(Banging on desks) The hon. Member will know that in my recent broadcast one of the things that |
mentioned was the slogan of the GSLP manifesto in 1988, which surprised a lot of people, that a socialist
party should be saying you cannot spend money before you make it — that is still my view.

I think there is a problem in getting people to stick to the amounts that are intended to be spent when we
bring an Appropriation Bill to this House and approve it. | think the former Chief Minister found that
problem at one stage and tried to see if it could be corrected by getting everybody to send him monthly e-
mails with the figures. | think that at the time that he did that | said to him that the problem, in my view,
was not in the Government Departments where there are civil servants and controlling officers on a long-
term tradition of considering that it is wrong to spend more. Since then — it started | think in their time and
has continued still in ours — through agencies and authorities and in areas like that there are individuals who
seem to think that approving variations on original prices, so that the money that was intended to cover
several projects now is stretched to the limit, is perfectly permissible.

I can tell the hon. Member that given that we have now brought the level of unemployment down to the
level that we both think is desirable and attainable, which is below the 300 mark, my colleague will be
ensuring that it stays in that region. I, with my new responsibility, will be taking a much greater role in
ensuring that that philosophy, which he subscribes to and so do |, is reflected in the way we manage things.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, let me say, Mr Speaker, that we have been political opponents how
for the last 14 years, despite our closeness in the past. Let me say without hesitation that | feel far more
comfortable with the hon. Gentleman in the Government benches and | hope that he remains as a voice of
caution in the management of our public debt for many years to come, because the reality is that what he
has said, and also what he has not said, but I know that he subscribes to too, makes a lot of sense and the
reality is that in an uncertain world, and increasingly we live in an uncertain world, we need to live within
our means and we cannot have every four years auctions as to who pays more on both sides, and | really do
believe that and | really do hope that the hon. Gentleman remains there for many, many years.

May | now deal with something that | do not agree with the hon. Gentleman (Laughter) and that is all
that money that has been shifted from Credit Finance to Gibraltar Investment Holdings Limited? | know
that he is not providing us with any information in relation to that, but he did say, and | took a note of this,
‘the money is in cash flow movements within Government companies’. | think he used that phrase. That
means therefore that effectively that £347 million, which is the £430 million in Credit Finance,
£400 million from the Savings Bank and £30 million from the Government, less the £82 or £83 million is
£347 million, that £347 million has effectively been parked in Gibraltar Investment Holdings Limited and it
is being used as cash flow for the Government group of wholly-owned companies. Is my understanding
correct in relation to that?

Hon. J J Bossano: Yes, as was the case before 2011.

Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, but Mr Speaker, there is, and he knows it, one important difference here. The
Government-owned companies when we were in Government were funded out of the consolidated fund. In
other words, it was the taxpayer that funded Government-owned companies, and for people listening, it is
not only the funding of Government companies, it is the funding of their projects. So, for example, if GJBS,
who forms part of that network of companies, had projects, the Government in the past would fund not only
GJBS their wages, but also the projects undertaken by GJBS.

If that £347 million is being used in the same way as we injected cash in these companies from the
consolidated fund, effectively is it not the case that the Government is not only funding through the Savings
Bank this network of companies, but also their projects, including projects by GIBS?
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Hon. J J Bossano: Mr Speaker, | know what the hon. Member is trying to do is to get me to tell him
what | have told him I will not tell him. I know that. What | can tell him is the only thing | am prepared to
tell him which is that the system of using the cash collectively from all sources and having that controlled
centrally by the Treasury was the answer that was given to me when | asked the question about how this
was being done and that is the answer that | am giving him now. He can speculate as to what the
implications of that are, which is what I used to do when | got the answer.

Mr Speaker: Next question.
Clerk: We now move to Question —

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, in relation to my question, which relates to Gibtelecom, is he able to
tell this House who carried out the valuation and whether any due diligence... presumably some due
diligence would have been carried out in relation to that exercise, but is he able to advise us who actually
carried out the valuation? | think from the reports given to the press — I think from the Government’s own
press release — the purchase value was at €48 million. I think I am quoting the correct figure.

Hon. J J Bossano: | cannot remember the name of the entity that did it, but I can tell the hon. Member
the Slovenian’s did their own valuation and Gibtel did its own valuation, remember this is before | became
a shareholder in Gibtel at Savings Bank. But I did form part of the delegation that went to Slovenia to
discuss the issues with the Slovenians and in fact we actually negotiated a price which was at the bottom
range of those valuations for very particular circumstances.

The background to this, Mr Speaker, is that the Slovenian group, which was state owned, was required
by the EU to have to be privatised because Slovenia needed EU bailout and it so happened that although the
Gibraltar investment in a group that was at one stage valued at something like €2 billion in the Ljubljana
Stock Exchange, the Gibraltar outfit was the most, if not the only profitable bid of the whole empire and so
there was an element, yes, from the accounts that they provided me with it was clear. So they thought they
could get better value by selling us the profitable bit, which we were interested in buying, rather than by
selling the whole thing where the ratio of profits of Gibraltar was lost against a background of a lot of red
ink in Croatia, Albania and all the other places where they were.

So it was in their interest to buy and therefore | think we got a better price than we might have otherwise
done. The price was within the parameters of the valuations that had been done, but their eagerness to sell
before the whole group went on sale meant that on the basis that they could do the sale quickly and that
they would get cash. The only reason why it was delayed in fact was because they wanted to get the
dividend that was due in the second half of 2014 as well as the payment for the shares, and we were not
able to persuade them to forego that dividend so they stuck out until the dividend was due, but that is the
reason for the price and the timing. It was within what had been done independently with somebody that did
it for them and somebody that did it for Gibtel and in the process of the negotiation where we had, if you
like, a very keen seller as well as our interest in buying, partly because it was a very good return; secondly,
because in my judgement we can get a better price than what we paid, especially if before we put it back on
the market we do things to improve the return; and thirdly, because with the group being put on the market,
we would never have known who we might have finished up as a subsidiary of, which is not a very good
situation. So that is really the background.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, in terms of putting it back onto the market. | presume the Government,
the Gibraltar Savings Bank has not decided to do that as yet, and the reason why | ask, | seem to recall, and
I do not have a copy of the article here, but I think the Hon. the Chief Minister said in a recent interview
that he had many — | do not think he gave us a number — many investors who were interested. In terms of
that | just sense there is a bit of a contradiction in terms of the approach.

I get the impression, and | certainly do recall this when I think the first press release was issued by the
Gibraltar Government, that the intention was to take control now, to therefore control who the next private
sector partner would be, but that as quickly as was reasonably possible, the Government — and that is the
only information that we had — the Government was very interested to sell that shareholding back into the
private sector. Whilst | sense from the answers which the hon. Member has given this morning that his
approach seems to be different. He has gone in and he wants to make a profit out of it and then in time,
when he thinks that the timing is correct, he will then sell on to a third party private bidder. Is that analysis
correct?

Hon. J J Bossano: From the point of the Savings Bank this is a good investment. We are in no rush to
sell it. We believe that we can sell it profitably and we believe that if certain things are done with Gibtel the
price that we can get is going to be even higher. So obviously the Government does not need this money
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back as a Government because it is not the Government that has put the money in. It is the Savings Bank
that has put it in and the Savings Bank... I, as the Minister responsible for the Savings Bank, believe that a
timescale of within a year would not be a long-term investment. If we look at the portfolio where | have
given a breakdown in terms of the maturities, then in fact the bulk of the money that we have got in the
Savings Bank is more than 12 months’ money and therefore the bulk of the money that is coming in is
predominantly in three-year and five-year maturities. So the Savings Bank itself is attracting funds which
are in for more than one year and | would think that one year would be more than sufficient time to achieve
the kind of targets that I think are possible to achieve.

But of course, if somebody turned up tomorrow very keen to buy it and gave us a very good price, we
would reconsider the situation, but it is not that we have a desperate need to resell this because we need to
use the money for somebody else or something else because we have not used Government money. If we
had used Government money we might have been in that situation, but given that it is an investment by the
Savings Bank, the Savings Bank is getting a sound return.

BUSINESS AND EMPLOYMENT

Q1-2/2015
Industrial Tribunal —
Employing permanent Chairman; reforms to procedure

Clerk: Question 1, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Employment state whether he has any intention of employing a
permanent Chairman to the Industrial Tribunal?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Business and Employment.

Minister for Business and Employment (Hon. N F Costa): Mr Speaker, | shall answer this question
together with Question 2/2015.

Clerk: Question 2, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Employment state when he expects he will have completed the
promised reforms to the Industrial Tribunal procedures?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Business and Employment.

Minister for Business and Employment (Hon. N F Costa): Mr Speaker, at present we are considering
the long-term sustainability of appointing a full-time Chairperson against the feasibility of retaining the
current system of appointing a Chairperson from a panel. The expectation is that all the reforms will be
completed before the summer.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, clearly from the answer he has given, is it within the realms of
possibility that the Government may change its position in relation to the permanency of that position?

He may recall that when | asked the then Minister for Employment back in March 2014, Question
333/2014, 1 asked him that precise question and | asked him when it was going to happen and he was very
forthright in his answer, saying it would happen before the next General Election, Mr Speaker.

But can he confirm that he will not be held to that and that he may be considering going down another
route, which is to have, basically, the system that we have had before where you draw people from a panel?

Hon. N F Costa: Yes, Mr Speaker, the hon. Gentleman is correct. The intention is to reform the entirety
of the Industrial Tribunal system before the summer and whether it is before the General Election or not is a
matter entirely in the hands of the Chief Minister if he calls an election before then. But | do think that six
months would be sufficient time to be able to consider the different proposals that have been sought from
the Bar Council, the Unions, the Chamber of Commerce and the GFSB. They will be writing to me,
hopefully by the end of February.

In the meantime, and in any event, we have been liaising with the Bar Council and the law firms — his
firm may have received a letter from me — where | seek lawyers wishing to be appointed Chairpersons in
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employment cases. | am sure he will be happy to learn that from the 32 existing cases that | inherited that
did not have a Chairperson presiding, we only have three left.

But to answer specifically the question that he asks, | am looking at both possibilities. Whether a
permanent Chairperson is sustainable insofar as there would be a continuous number of cases for a full-time
Chairperson to deal with throughout a year or whether that is not likely and therefore we better have a
system where we choose Chairpersons from a list of a panel, but certainly relooking at and reviewing the
existing structure of appointment, fees paid etc.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, yes, he is absolutely right in relation to the reference to the letter which
he said was sent to the Gibraltar Bar Council and then it was distributed amongst the Chambers and that is
why | had a copy of it.

In that context, he does not seem to refer to the possibility of having an appeal body comprising three
individuals, and the reason why | say that specifically is because that does feature in an electoral
commitment on behalf of his Party.

So can he confirm that it will be the intention as part of the proposals, which presumably will be
reflected in legislation in the future — perhaps not necessarily primary legislation, but certainly changes in
the rules — that that specific proposal, i.e. the Appellate Body, comprising three individuals, will feature in
that?

Hon. N F Costa: Mr Speaker, | do not know whether the hon. Gentleman has had the opportunity to
consider the letter that | circulated, but if he were to look at the third paragraph, the last line in fact says:

‘The intended effect of the reform is to simplify the Industrial Tribunal process, including the appeal process.’
So therefore we are in fact looking at that manifesto commitment as well.

Hon. D J Bossino: Oh, | see. So, exactly, as part of the simplification procedure he is envisaging
complying with the electoral manifesto commitment, which is to have a three-man or three-person
Appellate Body, and presumably he sees that as a simplification because at the moment the only other
course open to an aggrieved party is to appeal to the Supreme Courts.

Hon. N F Costa: Mr Speaker, yes. The manifesto commitment set out that the intended effect of the
reform is to simplify the Industrial Tribunal process and as part of our thinking currently is that we may
even have to come to this House to enact primary legislation on perhaps an Industrial Tribunal Act, because
having considered the English laws so far, there is an Industrial Tribunal Act and then there are subsidiary
rules. Given that the reference to Industrial Tribunal in the current Employment Act, if I recall correctly,
only relates to two or three sections, we think that it actually makes a lot of sense to have a separate piece of
primary legislation that sets out the entirety of the objectives, the effect and the procedures of the Industrial
Tribunal and also the subsidiary legislation that may cover other matters. But that is what we are currently
thinking and it may be that we need to come to this House therefore to enact primary legislation.

I wish to stress to the hon. Gentleman that the reform that we are presently considering relates
exclusively to the Industrial Tribunal and | have already written to the Chamber to say that at this juncture
we are not considering any other changes to the employment laws, but simply and exclusively on Industrial
Tribunal Reform.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, has the Government in relation to that last answer, that portion of his
answer, has the Government adopted a position? | have not had the opportunity of reading the proposals
made by the Gibraltar Chamber of Commerce, but | have had the opportunity of reading the reported
reaction by the Unions in Gibraltar. | think one of the concerns which they have and they are absolutely
dead against is the possibility that potential complainants will have to be, | think it is, paying for part of the
filing process.

Has the Government adopted a position specifically in relation to that? The reason why | ask that
question is relevant from the answer that he has just given, because it I think impinges upon one of the
procedural aspects which he is looking at.

Hon. N F Costa: Mr Speaker, in the first place to stress that since my appointment as Minister for
Employment, | have only been able to sink my teeth into this very recently. But | can tell him categorically
that on the question of whether a complainant will need to file a fee to start an Industrial Tribunal process,
the answer is categorically no. (Banging on desks)
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Mr Speaker: May | say to the hon. questioner, there is a limit about the extent about which he can ask
supplementaries on the reforms. He has asked for a date and he has been told it is going to be done by the
summer, but we must not get carried away in discussing here this morning the actual reforms — that can be
the subject of a separate question on the Agenda Paper of course.

Q3/2015
Unemployed Gibraltarians —
Quarterly average

Clerk: Question 3, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Employment provide details of the quarterly average of
unemployed Gibraltarians for the last quarter of 2014?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Business and Employment.

Minister for Business and Employment (Hon. N F Costa): Mr Speaker, the quarterly average of
unemployed Gibraltarians for the last quarter of 2014 was 268.

It gives me great satisfaction to be able to report to the House that thanks to the unstinting efforts of the
former Minister for Employment, the Hon. Joe Bossano, the lowest unemployment figures since records
began was in December of last year, when the figure stood at 228. (Applause and banging on desks)

Q4, Q6 & Q8/2015
Dry-dock —
Operating procedure; complaints received

Clerk: Question 4, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health and Safety say what health and safety
procedure is implemented by companies operating at the dry-dock when using blasting materials on ships at
the dock in order to ensure that no adverse effect occurs to the environment, and what external monitoring
procedure to ensure compliance with the law is carried out to ascertain that companies using such materials
do not cut corners that might damage the marine environment, given the type of hazardous contaminants
that blasting has?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Business and Employment.

Minister for Business and Employment (Hon. N F Costa): Mr Speaker, | will answer this question
together with Questions 6 and 8/2015.

Clerk: Question 6, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health and Safety please say on how many occasions
have the Factories Inspectors had inspection meetings, advice, complaints, site visits and accident
investigations in the ship building/marine repair industry sector during 2014, broken down by the categories
above mentioned?

Clerk: Question 8, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health and Safety say if Factory Inspectors have
inspected recently the dry-docks arising from complaints made by the residents in the nearby area, and if so,
provide Parliament with a statement of their findings?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Business and Employment.

Minister for Business & Employment (Hon. N F Costa): Mr Speaker, with respect to the hon.
Gentleman, |1 am not answerable in the House for procedures implemented by private companies that may
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operate at the dry-dock when conducting any operations. What | can tell the hon. Gentleman is that all
works at Gibdock are undertaken in accordance with the Safety Systems of Work Policy Document in
accordance with ICA 9, 14 and 18 thousand accreditations and in accordance with the relevant domestic
legislation.

I can also tell the hon. Gentleman that | am informed by Gibdock that blasting is conducted by Gibdock
employees and not by subcontractors. The Health and Safety Inspectors also collaborate with the
Environmental Agency on matters relating to blasting.

The Inspectorate has effected three meetings in respect of the ship building marine repairs industry
sector during last year and the Health and Safety Inspectorate have not visited the dry-docks as they have
not received any complaints from residents.

I am advised however, by the Health and Safety Inspectorate, that the Environmental Agency has
received a number of complaints.

Hon. J J Netto: Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Could I ask the Hon. Minister whether in relation to the sand blasting operation that takes place from
time to time, at least during 2014, whether the company — not the sub-company but the company directly
operating there — does have a planning supervisor appointed every time that sand blasting takes place on a
ship? And in relation to having a planning supervisor appointed, whether the Health and Safety Inspectorate
have been notified every time that such an operation takes place?

Hon. N F Costa: Mr Speaker, | do not have the answer to those questions.

Hon. J J Netto: Well, Mr Speaker, | did have a number of supplementary questions in relation to this,
but it might be the case that the Hon. Minister himself might not have the kind of detailed answers to my
specific supplementaries. So | wonder whether in order to just save time I simply write to the Hon. Minister
detailing them, because | fear that in the same way he may not have available to him there, the information,
he might not have the information to my other supplementary questions, which really emanates from these
type of detailed questions.

Hon. N J Costa: Mr Speaker, as the hon. Gentleman will know, we have corresponded in the past as a
result of questions that he has asked in this House. So | am, once again, more than happy to reply to any
supplementaries that he may have.

Mr Speaker: Question 5.

Q5/2015
Health and Safety —
Statistics for December

Clerk: Question 5, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health and Safety please provide the Health and
Safety Statistics for the month of December as these were not available on the Government website at the
time notice of questions was notified?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Business and Employment.

Minister for Business and Employment (Hon. N F Costa): Yes, Mr Speaker, | will now hand over the
set of statistics to the hon. Gentleman.
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SCHEDULE TO QUESTION NO 5/2015

Table HS.1

Monitoring Activities, 2014

Table HS.2

) December
Industry Sector
Meetings Advice Complaints Inspections Follow-ups _ Accident Investigations Site Visits Total

Air Transport Related - - - - - - - -

Bank, Finance, Insurance - - - - - - - -

Construction 3 5 2 10 4 - 13 37

Education - - - - - - - -

Electricity Supply/Related - - - - - - - .

Horticulture - 1 - - - - - 1

Hotel Trade - - - - - - - -

Manufacture - - - - - - - -

Medical & Health Services - - - - - - - -

Palice, Security, Fire Services - - - - - - - .

Post & Communications - 1 - - - - - 1

Public Admin & Natl Defence - - - - - - - -

Repairs Consumer Goods - - - - - - - -

Restaurants, Bar etc - - - - - - - .

Retail Trade - - - - - - - -

Road Transport Related - B B 1 - R N 1

Sanitary Services - - - - - - - -

Sea Transport Related - - - - - - - .

Shipbuilding/Marine Repairs - - E B - . . B

‘Water Supply/Related - - - - - - - -

Wholesale Trade - - - - - - - -

Total 3 7 2 11 4 - 13 40

Updated 5 January 2015

Source: Ministry of Enterprise, Training, Employment and Health & Safety

CONT ANSWER TO QUESTION NO 5/2015
Occupational Reportable Accidents, 2014
July August September October November December

Industry Sector Minor  Major Fatal Minar  Majer Fatal Minor  Major Fatal Minor Major  Fatal Miner  Major Fatal Minor  Major Fatal
Air Transport Related - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - N - -
Bank, Finance, Insurance - - - N - - - N - - - - - - - . - .
Construction 1 - - 4 1 - 6 1 - 4 1 - 7 - - - 1 .
Education - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Electricity Supply/Related 1 - - - - - 2 - - 1 - - 1 - - - - -
Horticulture - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hotel Trade - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Manufacture 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Medical & Health Services - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Police, Security, Fire Services 3 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - N - -
Post & Communications - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Public Admin & Natl Defence - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Repairs Consumer Goods - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Restaurants, Bar ete - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Retail Trade 1 - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - -
Road Transport Related - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Sanitary Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sea Transport Related - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - -
Shipbuilding/Marine Repairs - - - - - - 1 - - 1 - - 1 - - - - -
‘Water Supply/Related - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - N - -
‘Wholesale Trade - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 7 1 - 4 1 - 10 1 - 6 2 - 10 1 - - 1 -
Updated 20 January 2015

Source: Ministry of Enterprise, Training, Employment and Health & Safety
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CONT ANSWER TO QUESTION NO 5/2015

Table HS.3

Enforcement Activities, 2014

July August

September October

November

December

Industry Sector PN In PN I

PN IM PN M

PN

PN

Aijr Transport Related

Bank, Finance, Insurance
Construction

Education

Electricity Supply/Related
Horticulture

Haotel Trade

Manufacture

Medical & Health Services
Police, Security, Fire Services
Post & Communications
Public Admin & Matl Defence
Repairs Consumer Goods
Restaurants, Bar etc

Retail Trade

Road Transport Related
Sanitary Services

Sea Transport Related
Shipbuilding/Marine Repairs
Water Supply/Related
Wholesale Trade

Total

Updated 5 January 2015
Note:
PN: Prohibition Notices Served

IM: Improvement Notices Served

Source: Ministry of Enterprise, Training, Employment and Health & Safety

CONT ANSWER TO QUESTION NO 5/2015

Table HS.4

Number of times legal advice has been sought during the month in
relation to the number of inspections conducted, 2014

As at

Advice

January 2014
February 2014
March 2014
April 2014

May 2014

June 2014

July 2014
August 2014
September 2014
October 2014
November 2014
December 2014

Total

Updated 5 January 2015
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CONT ANSWER TO QUESTION NO 5/2015

Tabe H5.5
Reasons for Factories Inspectors Bsuing Improvement and Prohibition notices, 2014

Asat Industry Sector Impravement Natices Prohibition Notices Reason

31 January
28 February

31 March Construction 1 Incornpliance with Factories [ Working at Heights Regulations) 2006 Reg &[c). Protection to window openings at height.
The dangeraus use of improper access equipment,

0 Apr Raad Transport Related 1 Incompliance with Factories | Lfting Operations Lifting Equipment Regalations ) Reg 9 [3)
Failing to provide a valid test certificate of thoreugh inspection.

31 May
30 June Construction 1 1) The company falled to appoint a Planning Supendsor, notify the project to the Health and Safety Inspectorate and to
naminatea competent Principal Contractor.
2) The Contractor failed to provide the Risk Assessments to which its workers and athers are being exposed,
3) The Contractor failed to provide the Health and Safety Man.
4) No Ashestas survey has been carried out.
3L duly
31 August

30 5eptember

31 October Past & Communicatios 1 . Incornpliance with Workplace | Health and Safety and Welfare ) Regulation
5 15 I Maintenance of warkplace, and of equipment, devices and systems.

30 November

31 December

Lipdated 3 Jonuary 2015

Source: Ministry of Enterprise, Training, Employment and Health & Safety

Mr Speaker: The schedule consists of five pages, so perhaps we can go on to the next question and if
necessary, come back to anything that may arise.

Hon. J J Netto: | think, Mr Speaker, that will not be necessary because last night I did notice that the
information had already been uplifted to the Government website and so in a way the information, which is
now coming through, | already have it available to me. There are, I think, two small issues that | would like
to raise, if possible, with the Hon. Minister.

One relates to the table in relation to monitoring activities. If the hon. Member looks at the table, both
for December and November, he will be able to see that in December there were 11 inspections carried out,
10 to the construction industry, one to, | think it is, the road transport as far as December, and in relation to
November there were 16 to the construction industry.

The one thing | would like to point out to the Hon. Minister, given that, as he has just said, he has only
just sunk his teeth into his new portfolio, is the same kind of comments that in the past have been made to
the two previous Ministers for Health and Safety, and that is that there is a constant predisposition by the
Health and Safety Inspectorate only to target, not only... ‘only’ is perhaps the wrong word — mainly to target
the construction industry, and this is probably due to the fact of their own Health and Safety Inspectors
background and qualifications.

| think there is a disproportionate amount of time dealing with the construction industry and what |
would urge the Hon. Minister is to look at this, have a discussion with the Inspectors so that we can have a
more fair balance of inspections right across all the industry groups and not just mainly on construction. So
if he could take that on board | think it would be good for all the industry groups.

The other point | would like to raise with the Hon. Minister is in the table of occupational reportable
accidents. If the Hon. Minister goes to the December figures, he will see that there was one major accident,
I think. Let me just get this right. Is it the construction industry? Yes, in the construction industry. | wonder
whether this has been highlighted to him and whether he can give Parliament a brief account of what
happened as a result of that major accident in the construction industry in December.

Hon. N F Costa: Mr Speaker, in the first place to say to the hon. Gentleman that he is absolutely correct
in saying that the statistics were not available on line when he went to prepare the question, and | apologise
to him for that. |1 have made it clear to my new staff that statistics have to be updated regularly and they
have to make sure they are ready for the hon. Gentlemen, certainly before we are to appear in Parliament to
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answer questions. As the hon. Gentleman will have realised, as he has in fact, they were ready for today’s
session.

The hon. Gentleman has urged me to look at why there seems to be a predisposition to mainly target the
construction industry and he urges me to look at this in order to have a more balanced inspection or a more
balanced review of all industries. 1 am sure it will please him to learn that in fact one of the first things that
I asked on being made responsible for the portfolio was for a plan. To ask in fact how we achieve that. How
we are able to have a balanced continuous review of all industries throughout the entire year and therefore
what resources, in terms of infrastructure and human resources may be required. So | take on board the
comments made by the hon. Gentleman and | will hopefully be able to update him on progress in that
respect during the coming months.

As to the question on the accidents, is that in relation to Question 7, which we have not yet got to or is
that a separate question? The hon. Gentleman in Question 7 asks me about a major accident report in
November.

Hon. J J Netto: Will the hon. Gentleman give way?
Hon. N F Costa: Yes of course.

Hon. J J Netto: | think Question 7 has not been read yet and in fact — | may as well say it now or say it
later —I think there is a mistake actually in the question form, because | might have been looking down the
table and spotted that the major accident was in the electrical supply industry, which it is not... again,
checking as | did last night — it is in the sea transport related industry as opposed to that. But the question
has not been read for Hansard purposes.

Hon. N F Costa: Actually, the hon. Gentleman is correct. When he did formulate the question to me,
there was a typographical error and so it was not his mistake. It was the fact that the — (Interjection) No, not
at all. It was that the website did not accurately reflect the reality which I will now answer to him when
Question 7 is read.

Q7/2015
Minister for Health and Safety —
Statement in relation to major accident November 2014

Clerk: Question 7, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health and Safety please provide the House with a
statement in relation to the major accident reported in the November 2014 statistics on the Government
website, Table HS2, in the electricity supply industry sector, and state what, if any, consequences have
emanated from such incident?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Business and Employment.

Minister for Business & Employment (Hon. N F Costa): Mr Speaker, as | was informing the House
and the hon. Gentleman, | was informed that there had been an administrative error with this particular
statistic. The major accident in question is related to a sea transport incident and not a major electrical
supply incident.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, normally when | have asked questions in the past in relation to not minor
accidents, but major accidents, because obviously minor accidents, we are not going to have a debate here
or are for a discussion here in relation to such matters, but at least when it is major accidents normally in
the past the Minister has stood up and said, ‘Well, this happened on this particular site. The inspectors went
there and they observed that a number of things were not done properly and we have taken action’, and a
small brief statement is normally done by the Minister.

I do not know whether the new Minister now for Health and Safety has been prepared with a brief
statement as to the nature of the major accident, what was wrong, what lessons have been learned, in order
to avoid such a thing happening in the future.

If he has the information, he can provide it to the House. If he has not got the information available right
now, again | can write to the Minister and perhaps he can get the information later on for me.
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Hon. N F Costa: Mr Speaker, it is one of those ironies of life that in fact the accident relates to the
Gibraltar Maritime Authority for which | was responsible just a few months ago and we are in exactly the
same situation that | was when | answered the question to him then, about the fact that the MAICO has
prepared a report, and this is one of these preliminary reports which has been sent now to the new relevant
Minister, who is Minister Isola.

Without wishing to rehearse the answer that | gave to him in respect of that question two months ago, he
will recall that a preliminary report is sent to the Minister and that the question of whether the MAICO does
report a report is entirely a matter for him and not for the relevant Minister. But on the last occasion, | did
write to him with a summary of the report, the recommendations and the actions taken. So whereas | am no
longer the relevant Minister, | have no doubt, speaking on behalf of Mr Isola, that he will be willing to do
the same.

SPORTS, CULTURE AND YOUTH

Q9-10/2015
Gibraltar Rugby Football Union/Gibraltar Cricket Association —
Provision of facilities

Clerk: Question 9, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, further to the answer to Question 137/2014, can the Minister for Sports
inform this House if he has now identified and agreed upon potential facilities for use by the Gibraltar
Rugby Football Union for the playing, teaching and development of the sport?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, | will answer
this question together with Question 10.

Clerk: Question 10, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer to Question 485/2014, can the Minister for Sports say if any
potential alternative facilities have been identified for use by the Gibraltar Cricket Association in respect of
provision of facilities for the playing, teaching and development of cricket in Gibraltar?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, no further
facilities have yet been finally identified for the Gibraltar Rugby Football Union, other than formalising
with the Ministry of Defence for them to have easier access to use the Devil’s Tower Camp facility at no
cost to them.

In relation to Question 10, no further facilities have been identified for the use of the Gibraltar Cricket
Association, other than already stated, that is the Gibraltar Cricket Association will be able to use the
Europa Point Sports Ground as it always has and we are working with them in order to refurbish the
Garrison Gymnasium so that they can share this facility for teaching and developing cricket in Gibraltar.
The latter is an improvement to what they had before we came into Government.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, this time round, my questions for both Question 9 and Question 10 refer
to where he has identified ‘potential” facilities. The Minister has addressed what facilities there are and one
welcomes whatever ease of access you can achieve into Devil’s Tower Camp, and of course, the use of the
Garrison Gymnasium, which under my term in Office was mainly used by the Basketball Association could
be easily diverted to the Cricket Association. But about the potential facilities, can the Minister shed some
light on that?

Hon. S E Linares: No, Mr Speaker. | have just answered that no further facilities have yet been
identified and so therefore the answer is no. But also say to the hon. Member that it was not an easy task to
get the Garrison Gym. As he well knows, the Garrison Gym was solely used for basketball, was given to the
Basketball Association and we negotiated with them because they saw that it could be used for other sports
and we went with the cricket, who were willing to use it for indoor cricket, which is a vast improvement for
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their development for young children. Therefore, this is an extra thing which we have done for the cricket,
but as to the facilities to identify, we have not been able to identify at this moment in time for the rugby.

Hon. E J Reyes: So for the sake of clarity then, Mr Speaker, the Minister has not in any of his meetings
has not said, ‘Look, potentially or possibly we could...” I get the feedback from some Members involved in
those sports that they seem to have identified a place that may or may not materialise, but that there is
potential in it. Can the Minister confirm that that is incorrect information reaching my ears?

Hon. S E Linares: Well, if that is the information that they are giving you, it is incorrect. But what |
can also tell the hon. Member is that in the Europa Point Ground, as | have stated before in this House, that
we laid down some turf which is not only now used by young children, which is a great improvement for
young children to play football, but the rugby is also using it, and | am glad to say that the cricket have
indicated that this summer they will also be using it for the development of sports.

As to identifying other areas, the answer remains that no further details are available.

Hon. E J Reyes: Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Can the Minister clarify he said before that the Garrison Gymnasium, under the GSD Administration,
had been given to the basketball. My understanding was that that always remained an asset that was under
the control of the Gibraltar Sports and Leisure Authority. There may have been an arrangement about its
allocation, use and upkeep and so on, but can the Minister clarify what he really means by the word
‘given’? Was it that the land or the lease was actually donated to basketball?

Hon. S E Linares: Well, Mr Speaker, he was the Minister at the time when the Garrison... when I say
given, | say loosely given, because no other association were able to use it and therefore it was for the sole
use of GABBA and one could say the keys were given to them and they were using it. No legal pass over
was given to GABBA, that is for sure. So there was not a legal lease, licence or anything passed on to
GABBA, but GABBA has always used that as if it was theirs, and he well knows that because the GSLA
had very, very little, if any, input in the Garrison Gymnasium.

Hon. E J Reyes: Well certainly, Mr Speaker, the GSLA had an input and accountability to this House
because if one looks at the estimates of that period you show that the controlling officer of the GSLA still
had to answer to this House for those funds.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Hon. S E Linares: Is there a question, Mr Speaker.

Q11/2015 Bishop Fitzgerald School —
Calanetics and Taekwondo activities; facilities available

Clerk: Question 11, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Sports now provide the details missing in his answer to Written
Question W85/2014, so as to show which team association has been allocated the use of Bishop Fitzgerald
School facilities, in respect of Calanetics and Taekwondo activities?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Yes, Mr Speaker, | now hand
over to the hon. Member opposite the schedule providing the information that was missing in the answer to
the Written Question, which I would like to thank the hon. Member for highlighting this to me because it
was a Written Question and when he got the answer he highlighted that to me and obviously the answer was
missing. | now hand over the correct answer.
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Answer to Question 11/2015

Community Use 2014/15

BISHOP FITZGERALD SCHOOL

DAY TIME GAME ORGANISATION

MON 6pm - 8pm Calanetics Calanetic Club

8pm - 10pm Taekwondo Gibraltar Taekwondo Association
TUES 6pm - 8pm Calanetics Calanetic Club

8pm - 10pm Taekwondo Gibraltar Tackwondo Association
WED 6pm - 10pm Taekwondo Gibraltar Tackwondo Association
THURS 6pm - 8§pm Calanetics Calanetic Club

8pm - 10pm Taekwondo Gibraltar Taekwondo Association
FRI 6pm - 10pm Taekwondo Gibraltar Taekwondo Association

Clerk: Question 12, the Hon. E J Reyes.

1155 Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Culture provide updated details of any cultural grants awarded so
far pertaining to the financial year 2014/15?

Q12/2015 Cultural grants awarded —
Financial year 2014/15

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture and Youth.

1160 Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Yes, Mr Speaker, | now hand
over to the hon. Member opposite details of all cultural grants awarded so far appertaining to this financial

year 2014/15.
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Schedule to question No. 12/2015

CULTYRAL GRANTS, APR 2014 - 1AN 2015

Gibraitar World usic Festival - Soansorship, Gibra'tar Productions Lo ) £15,06000
Dragonfly Arts 140 - So'o comedy show performance, 11 July 2014 £5,750.00
Fatricia Lutviyche - Fligh, accommadiation, travel expenses and subsistence to acompany <o to Sumiaes Schoolin New Yor £3,00000
GNDO - Warld Show Dance Championships (Prague, European Showdance Charnpionships (Riesa Germany) plus international Dence Organisation Licence & Warkshops in Gibraltar £8,700.00
Gib Photagraphic Sociaty - Replacement of compiser system , ) £1,800.00
Gibraltar Sea Scouts Band - New Ross Canister System kit for bageipes and dramming equipmant £60000
10 Proguctions - 13th G Internations) Dance FestivalDence World Cap PortugalfSussex ’ £6,100.00
Stylas Dance Stdio - Participation 2t Dance Excellence 2015 £6,00000
Hiegro Music Producticas - Gibwraltar Festival for Young Musicians 2015 plus woodwind instruments to develop a Gibraltar Youth Orchastrs - £6,411.00
ings Cliopel Singers - Sheet music for new repericire £1,340.36
Santos Productions - Participation in World Choir Games, Riga Latvia £7,00000
Gibraltar Philharmanic Orchestza - Voodwing instruments to develop a Gibraltar Youth Orchestra £10,000.00
Gibratter National Choir - Creation of & wiebsite, laptop to store tracks, purchase of tracks plis sheet music : £500.00
indrew Felices - Elmhurst School for Dance; School Tuition Fees for daughter, Janice Felfices ) £3,00000
Gib Re-enactment Saciety - Repsirs, refurbishment plus additions o kit and weapons ‘ _ £35000
i Face & oty paint Assaciation - 3rd Annual Face & Bady Painting Festivel, 17th- 20¢h Apri 2015 £2.88250
Gitraltar Arts & Crafts - Works for community projects i £1,750.00
sstfath Scout Group - Upieep end purchase of musical instruments £1,33400
Hianseh Rufz ~ Payment 1 respectof  book grant for Y 201415, e in Gibraltar's Pafies” £92800
¥ 51645

et 24 - Fringe “estval 2015 funding 500060
Gibraltar Re-enactment Sosiety - Additional grent for wntfarmns and equipment 35000
Gibealtar interfeith Groug - interfaith Calendar 995,50
Hativesy Felices - Elmburst Scheal for Dance, School Tuition Faes for daughter, lanice Felices £2,00000
GFSE - Sponsorship for Rock Chef prize mongy 2,00000
Sania Gok - Book grant . 10000
Tracey Lee - Book grant 565000
ichelie Oltvera - Worlkd Beauty Fitness & Fashiof Lordon ' 000
Gibsaltar fnterfaith Groug - Cultura! Grant o Interfaith Calender : £435.50
Adrauy Felices - Cultural Grants on behalf of fanice Fefices itw dance academy : £1200000
S - Sponsorship for Rock Cref prize foney £2,000.00
Sonie Gol - Being pavinent for ook grant £1,600.00
Tregy tee - Culturel grant iro ook grant £9,65000
¥ Qlivers - Cultural Grant for iro World Beauty Fitnzss & Fashion London i £35000
Geraiding Celacia - Being payment for Cultural Grants for Danza Acadamy £5,850.00
Chatles Trico {Printers } Ltd - Rook grant £5,500.00
Gibaltar Proguctions Ltd (GWIF} - Sponsorship for Gibraitar World Music Pestival 2015 3 £20,000.00
Gilyraltar Savings Bank ~ Grant for Re-enactment Soziety , ‘ £2,08.00
Aumdert Hernandez - Being payinent for book grant : £240100

Mr Speaker: It is a lengthy schedule. Perhaps we can go on to the next question and come back to this
one, if necessary.
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Q13/2015 Heritage sites —
Works undertaken; details

Clerk: Question 13, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Heritage provide details of all works, together with a breakdown
of respective cost undertaken at any heritage related site, since the answer provided to Question 732/2014,
stating by whom these works were carried out?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Further to the answer to
Question 732/2014, further works undertaken at Heritage sites inclusive of costs and works carried out is —
and | will read it, Mr Speaker, as there is only one — the site at the Devil’s Tongue Battery. The works were
cleaning, general repairs and paintwork. The contractor was Casais and the amount was £12,839.50.

Mr Speaker: Perhaps | suggest we deal with the next question from Mr Netto and then Mr Reyes can
come back if necessary.
Mr Netto, please. Question 14.

Q14/2015 Advertising in Spain —
Source of funding; costs involved

Clerk: Question 14, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Government say if any funds from the Ministry for Sports,
Culture, Heritage and Youth, or through the Kings Bastion Leisure Centre, has been spent on advertising in
Spain, via television, radio or press; and, if so, please provide the amount since January 2012, specifying
the name of the media outlet and the date or dates of each individual payment?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, the answer to
this question remains the same as those of a similar nature relating to questions asked to the Chief Minister
in previous Parliamentary sessions, and that is that HM Government of Gibraltar continues to believe that
sharing information of this nature publically is not in the public interest of Gibraltar.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, the reason why | have asked this question is because probably in the
previous questions that the Hon. Minister has just stated, there was a change between questions and answers
and supplementary questions and answers in which in fact the Hon. Chief Minister did say that some
funding emanated from either the Ministry or the Kings Bastion Leisure Centre. So it is as a result of the
statement made by the Hon. Chief Minister that | am now posing the question.

So there seems to be an acknowledgement, at least on the part of the Government, through the Chief
Minister, that such payment has materialised, either through the Ministry for which the Minister is
responsible or the Kings Bastion Leisure Centre. All 1 am trying to do is to see — now that | have this
confirmed — what amounts and to what particular entity is concerned. So | am not trying to open any new
ground,; it is ground that has been opened by the Chief Minister.

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, | do not recall when the Chief Minister has said that, because | have
here Hansard to Parliament in which he did state and that is why | have answered the question in the
manner | have, and there is no mention of Kings Bastion Leisure Centre at all. The answer remains the
same.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, yes, but can | just ask a question in relation to Government policy,
because the hon. Gentleman, in his answer, portrays a situation as if Government policy were exactly the
same for all Government Ministers? But actually the Hon. Minister Costa has provided us with details of
advertising in Spain, on the radio and in the press in Spain, in relation to his own Ministry.

What is the difference between Minister Costa’s approach, which I commend to the House, which is
open, transparent and providing us with that information and the approach of the hon. Gentleman in relation
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to his own Ministry. | just do not understand what the difference is and perhaps the hon. Gentleman might
want to explain that to me.

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, the simple answer is no, I am not going to explain it, because the Chief
Minister actually did that, made the explanation and this discussion was already had when the answer to
Question 462/2014 was answered by the Chief Minister. So therefore | am not going to get into the same
debate now as has already been had here in this House.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, can he at least answer this, without identifying | am not asking him to
identify who the recipients of any funding have been, but can he at least confirm or deny that there has been
funding by his Ministry in relation to Spanish press and radio in relation to the subject matter of this
particular question, Kings Bastion etc?

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, the answer remains the same as | stated at the beginning.

Hon. D A Feetham: But, Mr Speaker, | just simply do not understand the answer.

If you tune into Spanish radio, | think it is Cuarenta Principlaes | cannot remember exactly which one it
is, but there is clearly advertising on that radio station in relation to Kings Bastion. So in the very least he
could say to me, ‘Well, look, it is public knowledge that this particular radio station does advertise Kings
Bastion’. What is the state secret? What is the big national point of public importance and national interest
in the hon. Gentleman effectively giving me a non-answer to the question?

Hon. S E Linares: Well, Mr Speaker, he has already answered the question himself. Why am | now
going to...He says he is listening to Los Cuarenta Principales and he hears that that there are adverts for
Kings Bastion Leisure Centre Limited. Why then ask the question? You know the answer. Why do you
want me to tell you? I do not hear the Cuarenta Principales | do not tune into those radio stations. So if he
does and he has heard it, there is the answer.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, of course the hon. Gentleman is a model of patriotism for not
listening to Cuarenta Principales, a radio station in which his Government advertises Kings Bastion. | have
to say, Mr Speaker, that is a contradiction in the same sentence if ever | heard one (Laughter).

But, Mr Speaker, well at least perhaps he can answer this: is the advertisement of Kings Bastion on
Spanish radio the only advertisement that his Ministry places in the Spanish media? At least he can say that.
He can say, ‘Well, no, it is’. I am not pressing him further where, but can | press him to at least say to me
‘Yes, that is exclusively what we do’ or ‘No, there are other areas, but I am not telling you’?

Hon. S E Linares: No, Mr Speaker, when he says that I contradict myself, | do not contradict myself
and it has nothing to do with nationalism; it is to do with the hard work that | do and I do not have time to
listen to Los Cuarenta Principales and that is the issue because if | had time, | would be listening to
Cuarenta Principales because | would be listening to music and | would try and see which type of music |
could bring to the successful music festival. So therefore the premise of nationalism and all that is just an
invention of his.

As to being advertised in other media, well, it seems that if he listens to radio and reads all these
newspapers, wherever they are, it is exactly where Kings Bastion Leisure Centre Limited advertises.

Hon. D A Feetham: But, Mr Speaker, with respect, the point | quite understand. There might be an
argument in relation to public interest of not giving me the exact amounts that the Government advertises
on this particular radio station or in that particular newspaper, it provides that information to Gibraltar in
relation to the Gibraltar media, but it might choose not to do so, despite the fact that the Hon. Minister
Costa did provide that information in a question that | asked.

I quite understand that there might be an argument, a difference, but | am asking him where are you
advertising, and that cannot be of national interest. If the answer is, “Well, you should find out by reading
every single newspaper in Spain’, that is not an answer. It is not a reasonable answer that a reasonable
Minister coming to this House, discharging his obligations, as he must, to the people of Gibraltar in
providing reasonable information, it discharges... it cannot possibly.

So therefore, can | press him one more time, the final time, for at least for him to answer my original
question or at least the areas where the Government, through his Ministry, is advertising in the Spanish
press?

Hon. S E Linares: No, sir.
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Q12/2015 continued —
Cultural grants awarded —
Financial year 2014/15
Supplementary questions

Hon. E J Reyes: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Can | please ask the Hon. Minister, is it a question of... how
can | put it — a question of an error of a repetition of some of the figures provided in his system. If | look,
for example, the figures coincide, the name of the recipients coincide, and if one looks towards half way
down the page, Andrew Felices, EImhurst School of Dance, there is £12,000 and just six lines further down
it is the same name for exactly the same quantity. Is it that the entry has been duplicated, as a simple human
clerical error, or that two payments, indeed a third one as there is one further up the page for £3,000, and so
therefore the grand total is £27,000 and does that correspond to one academic year or to more than one
year?

The same thing happens when we come to Sonia Golt book grant and Tracy Lee book grant and so on —
it is exactly the same figure. Is it because they were 50% payments on each occasion or does the Minister
perhaps need time to double check that it is not a simple repetition?

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, | can explain the
Andrew Felices issue, which is for Janet Felices, and if the hon. Member remembers the Chief Minister
announced that there will be two cultural grants given to two individuals, who were like elite cultural
persons like Dance and all that and therefore it could well have been that it was given before the financial
year, because it goes from April to January, and it was agreed in the previous financial year, the first
£12,000, but not paid until this financial year. So it is not quite a double up.

As to Tracy Lee and Sonia Golt, I will check whether it is a double up, because if | remember correctly,
with Janet Felices, we gave her an initial £3,000, but then it was agreed that she would get as a grant, the
sort of thing like an education grant, but a cultural grant, because the Chief Minister had announced it, and
therefore they probably invoiced the previous year’s or at least some part of it from the previous year.

Like I said, as to Sonia Golt and Tracy Lee, | will check on this.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, | am grateful that he is going to check on that one.

Can | then come back and hone in on something Mr Speaker, about six lines down, the MO Productions,
13th Gib International Dance Festival/Dance World Cup Portugal/Sussex, is Sussex a reference to
Portugal? Otherwise, if it stands alone, we do not quite know what Sussex was. The other one does say it is
a Dance World Cup, but I have no idea what Sussex is. The Minister may need time to go into that one.

I come back to another issue, the Gibraltar Re-enactment Society has an additional grant for uniforms,
which was £350, and so one would take it that is in addition to another figure given, but it does much
further up, which was repairs, refurbishments plus additions to kit and weapons. So they all seem to be
additions so what was the original source. If you are adding something then you are adding it to what had
been granted or is that what is on the penultimate line of the page where Gibraltar Savings Bank. Why is
Gibraltar Savings Bank receiving any grant? | think there is a very logical explanation for that, but for the
sake of the record and for clarity, if the Minister could enlighten us on that.

Likewise, four lines from the bottom, a printer has been given a grant. | think what the Minister means
there is that the printer was paid in respect of, logic would say, printing a book; but printing a book, there is
no entity of what the book was.

I will accept, Mr Speaker, with your leave that the Minister may need time and | do not want to delay
the other questions. He could come back to this House before we adjourn sine die, otherwise we do not
have that for the record and | do need it, especially when it comes to budget time for the future, to see
where the monies have been spent.

Hon. S E Linares: Yes, Mr Speaker. | thank the hon. Member for highlighting these and 1 will be
questioning all those. For example, like the hon. Member rightly says, Charles Trico (Printers), it must have
been somebody who wrote a book and has actually contracted or done it through Trico Printers and
obviously this list is... the cheque or the PV has passed to Trico Printers. Likewise with the Gibraltar
Savings Bank and probably the Re-enactment Society have accounts or something there and the money has
gone through there, but it is not clear and therefore I will go back and ask to whom or which entity and to
explain these things.
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Q15/2015 Gibraltar Music Festival —
Mega Concert; further expenditure

Clerk: Question 15, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Government please state whether it has paid any further expenditure in
respect of the Mega Concert since this question was last asked?

1335
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture and Youth.
Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, since my last
answer, a further expenditure of £29,875.12 has been made in respect of the Gibraltar Music Festival.
1340
Hon. D A Feetham: Is that net or gross?
Hon. S E Linares: That is net. If you are saying that it has been counted out with the revenue, no, it has
not. This is expenditure, purely expenditure.
1345
Hon. J J Netto: May | ask, Mr Speaker, | could have got the wrong thing, the Minister has just
mentioned that the £29,875.12 in respect of the Music Festival, but that is a totally different festival to the
one that appears first in the schedule that he gave me in answer to Question 12, where it says, ‘Gibraltar
World Music Festival, £15,000°. Am I correct in assuming they are totally unrelated?
1350
Hon. S E Linares: Yes, sir, they are completely different; it is two different entities that organise two
different things.
HEALTH, THE ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY
Q16/2015 GHA Eating Disorder Programme —
Access to programme; details
Clerk: Question 16, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammaond.
1355 Hon. Mrs I M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health explain the protocols
involved to access the GHA’s Eating Disorder Programme and what the programme entails?
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.
1360 Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr

Speaker, if you would first of all allow me to say what a pleasure it is to hear the Clerk announce the hon.
Member opposite and we have missed her and clearly as somebody who has had to answer her questions, |
personally have also missed her and | am so glad to see her here. (Several Members: Hear, Hear.)
(Banging on desks)

1365 Mr Speaker, referrals from the doctor are normally made to the dieticians and psychologists
simultaneously and the patients, whether adults or children, are advised and/or treated accordingly and there
is a good communication within the team in order to deal with these.

Q17/2015 GHA Review Report —
Publication date

Clerk: Question 17, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

1370 Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, if 1 may first say that it is a pleasure to be asking the
Hon. Dr. John Cortes questions again and thank him for his very kind words.
Mr Speaker, further to Written Question 233, can the Minister for Health state when exactly the GHA
Review Report will be published?
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Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, the prepared answer is a bland no, sir, but I think | can expand that, with your permission.

I had explained in the past that we were not going to publish it until we had reformed the structure of the
DHA and that process is now fortunately complete. So it is now a question of doing so and we are preparing
to publish it, there is no other impediment than that, and whereas | cannot give an exact date, it will not be
long now because it is now a question of actually getting it out. | thought that might be helpful.

Q18/2015 St Bernard’s Hospital —
Provision of meal service

Clerk: Question 18, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health say if the Xanit Hospital
model of food distribution and/or the providers of their meal service is, or are being considered for food
distribution at St. Bernard’s Hospital?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): No, sir,
we are not considering that at the moment.

Hon. Mrs I M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, so can the Hon. Minister confirm that the bulk meal
service is a model that will be followed and plated food will be phased out?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Yes indeed, Mr Speaker. The intention is with the move to the new kitchen
facility on site that we will now be phasing out the plated food service and revert to the more traditional,
and | believe better, bulk food which is served on the spot so to speak. We are hoping to be able to pilot this
in one of the wards in advance of the new kitchen, just to make sure that we have got our systems and so on
in order. So that is the intention.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, just a couple of supplementary questions. The pilot that
will be started is, | believe, at John Ward, can the Hon. Minister say when the pilot will start? Also, is the
intention to offer a choice of different foods, because different people have different dietary requirements?
Also, will the foods prepared in the new kitchen be providing food for other social services — for instance,
the prison and so on?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Yes, Mr Speaker, if | start with the last one, yes, the new catering facility will
continue to provide a variety of locations with the food.

The other question as to when the pilot will start, | could not say exactly. | do know that it was going to
start in January and it may well be about to happen. We needed just to tweak some of the equipment which
is clearly different equipment to the one that has been used before.

I cannot recall the third question, if you would just repeat that.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Different choices of food.

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Yes, when the new facility comes in closer, then the intention is to provide the
ability to choose food by the patient.

Q19/2015 New prostate cancer clinic —
Details of GP and Consultant Surgeon protocols

Clerk: Question 19, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.
Hon. Mrs I M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, further to Written Question 242, can the Minister for

Health state what the prostate cancer GP and Consultant Surgeon protocols are now that the new clinic has
been established?
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Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, the protocols are described in the schedules that | now hand over. As would be seen from these
schedules, they have been produced in conjunction with the Prostate Cancer Support Group.

1430
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Schedule Answer to Question 19 of 2015

APPENDIX 2
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Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, while | wait for the schedule, if the Hon. Minister could
confirm whether PSA testing will be used as a screening programme. | understand there is controversy
about the use of PSA testing because evidence shows that it produces a lot of false positives and so it may
be unreliable. So if the Hon. Minister can reassure us that that is not going to be introduced yet without very
close and careful consideration.

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Yes, Mr Speaker.

PSA will not be used as the screening method, because as the hon. Member has pointed out, this can
give false positives and without proper counselling, particularly, can create unnecessary alarm, although
clearly PSA is an indicator.

Therefore these tests will be carried out in consultation with the doctor and with the patient being fully
informed as to the consequences and the different things that can cause an elevated PSA test.
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There will be some patients who will be monitored with regular PSA, but, as | say, this is very much a
patient-by-patient issue between the patient and his medical practitioner.

Q20/2015 Bonita Trust —
Purchase of MRI machine for GHA

Clerk: Question 20, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammaond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health say if it is true that the Bonita
Trust was prepared to buy the GHA an MRI machine, but this was rejected?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, not in the time since we were elected, certainly, not that | am aware of. It has not come to me.

Q21-23/2015 Waste management strategy —
Hazardous waste exported to Gamasur, Los Barrios

Clerk: Question 21, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for the Environment please provide an explanation as to
why there was a sharp drop in the collection of glass, paper/cardboard in February 2013 as shown in the
Gibraltar Waste Management Plan 2013, on page 33?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this question together with Questions 22 and 23.

Clerk: Question 22, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for the Environment say the amount of hazardous waste
sent to Gamasur, Los Barrios plant in 2013 and 2014 in tonnage in relation to waste blasting material
containing dangerous substances?

Clerk: Question 23, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, is the Minister for the Environment aware that the Gamasur facility plant
in Los Barrios is being investigated by the Spanish Prosecution Service and La Junta de Andalucia for
alleged serious breaches to Spanish environmental laws and what independent verification does the
Minister locally have that hazardous waste from Gibraltar to this plant is being safely disposed of in
accordance with European Law?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, the figures for the collection of glass and paper or cardboard are based on the figures of recyclates
exported to the recycling facilities in Spain. These are summed up for each calendar month.

While the figures for February indicate a sharp drop in the collection of the recyclates, this can be
explained by there being fewer recyclates exported in this particular month and not necessarily a decrease
in the amount of glass and paper/cardboard recyclates deposited locally by the community. It could be that
being a shorter month there were fewer deliveries in February and therefore it is an artefact of the way that
it is calculated.

In answer to Question 22, the total amount of hazardous waste sent to Gamasur Los Barrios plant in
2013 and 2014 concerning waste blasting material containing dangerous substances was 3,444.844 tonnes
and 2,265.58 tonnes respectively.
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In answer to Question 23, we are aware, although not directly, that there is currently an investigation
into the plant; however, neither the Ministry for the Environment nor the Environmental Agency, which is
competent authority for the export of waste, have received any official notification from the Junta de
Andalucia’s Consejeria de Medio Ambiente, Direccion General de Prevencion y Calidad Ambiental,
Servicio de Residuos y Calidad del Suelo, that the Gamasur facility in Los Barrios is being investigated or
is in breach of European Law. Should the facility be found to be in breach of any applicable laws, the
Ministry will then take appropriate action.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, in relation to the answer provided by the Hon. Minister to the last
question, Question 23, the reason why | posed this particular question is because after doing a quick search
in Google, | found an article — I do not know whether the Minister has got the same article at his disposal —
in the Spanish Newspaper El Pais, which came out on 8th January 2015, basically where it stated under the
title ‘Un Vertedero, fuera de control’ a Rubbish Dump Out of Control’, whereby both the Spanish
Prosecution Service and the Junta de Andalucia was completely concerned about many environmental laws
being breached by this particular company at this particular plant.

In fact the article goes on to say that the Junta de Andalucia is | think proposing — perhaps not done so
far — a fine of €6.12 million to the company as a result of breaches to environmental laws. So given that we
have clearly a duty of care in relation to whatever waste we export to this particular plant as we do to other
plants indeed, it is important that we follow this as much as we can possibly do to ensure that we have safe
disposal.

So if the Minister is not aware, perhaps | can give him the details of the article and indeed come to the
bottom of it and ensure that we do our very best in relation to the safe disposal.

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Yes, Mr Speaker, we share the same concern. | have not seen that particular
article so |1 would be grateful for a copy, although I am aware. In fact | can say that officials from the
Department of the Environment have enquired to officials in the Auntamiento de Los Barrios and we are in
fact in conversations and awaiting more information.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, just to say that | will make a photocopy right now and pass it on to the
hon. Minister for his attention.

Q24/2015 New Waste Treatment Facility —
Production of electricity; portable water; bio diesel; syngas

Clerk: Question 24, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for the Environment state if the new Waste Treatment
Facility to be constructed will produce any of the following: (a) electricity and, if so, how much; (b)
portable waste and, if so, how much — | am not sure whether (b) should be portable waste or portable water.
It should have been portable water and that is a typographical mistake — and (c) bio diesel and, if so, how
much and (d) syngas and, if so, how much?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, at this stage it is not possible to state what the by-product or products of the Waste Treatment
Facility will be, given that the tender process is ongoing. This information will become available once the
tender is awarded.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, | take on board the answer provided by the Hon. Minister, but what |
cannot reconcile, at least in my mind, is that when | look at the Waste Management Plan, which the Hon.
Minister gratefully sent to me, it is a plan that was issued in January 2013, and if the Hon. Minister goes to
page 78, after talking about the future Waste Management Plan in Gibraltar it did say that Government has
required that the tendering process has the capability of all the things, which I have said. Then he goes on to
say that the tender process was started in February 2013, when the advert was published in the Official
Journal of the European Union and it goes on to give the number of the contract. The tender process has
now closed and the tender submissions are now being reviewed and assessed by the Government and so
something must have happened for this particular process to have been stopped for some new reason. So
perhaps can the Minister inform the House what has happened here?
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Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Certainly, without any problem at all, Mr Speaker.

The tender process resulted in two companies, who came up with some of the conditions that had been
required, but neither was found to fulfil and therefore that tender was not proceeded with. The companies
were informed and the tender was then reissued and we are now in the closing stages of the second tender.
There have been more expressions of interest and they seem to be providing what we require. So that tender
process stopped and we issued a hew one.

I can confirm that one of the requirements of this tender is that the proposed treatment includes for one
or several of the following, which is largely what the Member opposite has asked: generation of electricity
and/or production of portable water — and | take it that that was a typographical error; the production of bio
diesel; the production of syngas; and the disposing of ad hoc waste including saline sewage sludge.

But we are now quite advanced in the second round of tenders because the first one did not provide one
that would have fulfilled these environmental requirements, and that is the reason for the delay.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, just for my own benefit to try and get this right, back in November... |
think it was November — | asked the question about how was the municipal waste treatment plant
proceeding and the Hon. Minister in his reply said that we were currently — then in November — in the pre-
qualifying questionnaire stage. Has that process now finalised? At what stage are we right now in relation
to the tender process? When is that likely to close? When is it likely that the Government is going to
consider or the Procurement Office consider the different bids in relation to the tender and whether the
Government still holds to the view that the target date for completion of the plant is still, as stated in
November, at the end of 2015?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Yes, Mr Speaker, it is a legitimate supplementary or perhaps a little bit more,
because the question was whether the treatment plant would produce the following. Therefore | do not have
the timescales in front of me and so | am talking from memory and | may be one or two weeks out of date.

We have gone through the pre-qualification. A number of companies, and | will pick up a figure, I think
it was seven qualified and have now been to Gibraltar at least some of them, if not most of them have been
to Gibraltar to look at sites and so on and I think we are now just weeks away from the final stage.

The intention is still, because of the technology that we are looking at, to... I am still hopeful that we
will be able to deliver by the end of this year; if not, very early in the next year. But obviously this is
something that is all subject to all the usual nuances of this kind of process, but we are certainly further
along than we were in November.

Hon. J J Netto: | am grateful, Mr Speaker.

So to round up, can the Hon. Minister provide the House with an idea as to when the current tender
process is going to be completed so that the Government will be able to know which of the particular bids
tendering will be able to provide either electricity, portable water, bio diesel or syngas? When will the
Government be in a position to know when is this likely to emerge so that |1 do not have to come every
single month and ask the question to the Minister and so | can leave the question until such time as the
Minister may think the process has completed and therefore | can ask the relevant question?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Yes, Mr Speaker, as | am not directly involved in the tender, | do not have the
answer, but | am happy to provide it if he calls my office or writes to me, as he often does, | will be very
happy to inform him where we are exactly in the process, rather than approximately which is all that | am
able to do now.

Q25/2015 British Gibraltar Territorial Water —
Fish stocks; collection of data

Clerk: Question 25, the Hon. J J Netto.
Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, further to the supplementary answer given to Question 643/2014, can the
Minister for the Environment please say how the collection of the data with regard to fish stocks in British

Gibraltar Territorial Water, is progressing?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.
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Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, the collection of fish stock data within British Gibraltar Territorial Waters is still in its early
stages, but nevertheless progressing well.

The Department of the Environment is in regular contact with the local fishing clubs who are providing
valuable information on fish stocks. This will be used to develop a fisheries database, together with the data
that will become available as part of the fish tagging programme. One of the key developments in this area
has been the creation of the Fishing Working Group, which met on 16th December 2014. The Fishing
Working Group forms the ideal platform to discuss any issues of relevance to the sustainable management
of fish stocks, including the provision of fisheries data.

Hon. J J Netto: | am grateful, Mr Speaker, but could | perhaps press the Minister a bit further? He did
say in his answer that the collection of the data was in its early stages, that is what he said, and that was in
fact is what he answered, | think it was, back in November as well.

What | want to try and put together is a picture where we are able to see by when the data will be
sufficient to be analysed? Yes, the data to have been sufficiently great to be analysed and conclusions
drawn from such data, to be able to inform the Government as to the renewal of licences in relation to
fishing in the various categories within the legislation. So can he provide the House with a bit more
information as to when the data is likely to be concluded so that an analysis can take place?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Mr Speaker, this is a totally new initiative. There has never been such a collection
of data and in order for data to be reliable they have to go on for a long time — I would say years more than
months. However, as soon as we have a few months’ worth of information, we can take some preliminary
views, although they would not stand a statistical test.

This is the beginning of a long process; however in the fullness of time, if | may use that term, clearly it
will allow us to make a much more informed decision on the potential use of our waters for fishing in every
kind of way. But it is very early days yet and | cannot commit myself to a date.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, indeed, yes, there is a lot of work to be done and | take that on board, but
is the Minister confident that by the time the renewal of the fishing licences, which have to take place every
three years, the data will be collected and long analysed before the Government take a decision on the
renewal of such licences?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Well, I would like to think that in three years’ time two things will have
happened, and one is that we have sufficient information at least to take a view, even though clearly, for

statistical significance you need a long time and a lot of data. The other thing, | hope that | am still Minister
for the Environment so | can answer questions on this particular topic.

Q26/2015 New fishing regulations —
Details

Clerk: Question 26, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for the Environment say if the new fishing regulations
have now come into force and if not, when?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, the Marine Protection Regulations 2014 came into force on 1st January 2015.

Q27/2015 European Commission —
Complaints received

Clerk: Question 27, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, following the favourable statement made by the European Commission in
dismissing the latest complaints made by a Spanish political party with regard to the reclamation of the East
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Side Project, can the Minister for the Environment say if this is now the last complaint to be considered by
the Commission or if there are more in the pipeline?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar is not aware of any further complaints that may be in the
pipeline.

Q28-29/2015 Environmental Agency —
Inspections of ship building/marine repair companies

Clerk: Question 28, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for the Environment and Health say on how many
occasions has the Environmental Agency inspected companies in the ship building/marine repair industry
sector during 2014, broken down by companies and dates and what the finding of such inspections have
concluded?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this question together with Question 29/2015.

Clerk: Question 29, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Can the Minister for the Environment and Health say if employees of the
Environmental Agency have inspected recently the dry docks, arising from complaints made by the
residents in the nearby area and if so, provide Parliament with a statement of their findings?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment and Energy.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, the Environmental Agency inspects Gibdock the only ship building marine repair company
presently operating in Gibraltar. Inspections are carried out to ensure compliance with their waste licence
issued under Part VA of the Public Health Act and when members of the public lodge complaints on
alleged nuisances.

A breakdown of the visits undertaken by the Agency in 2014 for both waste licensing issues and general
complaints lodged by the public is provided in the schedule that | now hand over.

In answer to Question 29, which is very closely linked, a statement of their findings has been included
in the schedule that | am handing over.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 29

Answer to Question No. 28/2015

Table A. Waste licensing.

Date Remarks
17.2.14 General waste inspection.
- Improvements to be done to waste point storage.
- Area of sludge oil containers to be tidied and sorted.
6.3.14 Waste meeting discussion.
14.3.14 Waste meeting re: TFS MV Pilsenlake
3.4.14 Meeting and visit re: items as raised 17.2.14 now completed
24.4.14 On-site visit re: barnacles smells issue.
24414 Meeting re: barnacles smells issue.
55.14 Visit re: TFS barnacles smells issue.
19.5.14 Oily water loading for TFS.
17.6.14 EA meeting re: licence renewal.
23.10.14 General site visit — no issues of note. Grit ioading supervised prior to

export.

Table B- General complaints from the public.

Date Complaint Findings/Action

14.1.14 Flotsam. Inspection regarding | Upon investigation it was discovered
flotsam and oil in the area directly | that the flotsam and oil must have
outside the dry docks. come in with the current and did not

come from Gibdock.

18.3.14 Noise. Inspection of catamaran | Gibraltar explained that this was a
which had been a source of a|discrepancy as  workers  had
noise complaint the night before. | continued banging when instructed

not to.

30.7.14 Noise. Noise from Grimaldi| Ventilation on to remove fumes from
ventilation system. welding. They were switched off.

12.11.14 Noise. Banging during silent|Had ceased by the time the officer
hours. arrived.

4414 Smells. Paint smells No significant overspray and clearly

‘as a result of curing process.

23.4.14 Smells. Paint smells None detected upon arrival. BAT
being used and no overspray.

8.5.14 Smells. Paint smells Upon arrival no paint smells
constituted a nuisance. Could be
smelt but not overpowering.

3.10.14 Smells. Paint smells No strong smells, normal anti-fouling

being used and no -
witnessed.

overspray

Mr Speaker: Shall we deal with the next question and then come back if necessary?
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TOURISM, EQUALITY, SOCIAL SERVICES AND HOUSING

Q30/2015 Sandy Bay Beach Project —
Details of total cost

Clerk: Question 30, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Tourism please provide details of the total cost of the Sandy
Bay Beach Project?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento):
Mr Speaker, the cost is broken down as follows: construction of groynes and breakwater , £7,370,799.80;
beach replenishment, £1,441,590.00; additional sand supply, £117,737.46; design costs, £49,088;
environmental impact assessment, £51,211; consultancy/supervision services, £25,710; stevedoring costs,
£41,449.

I trust that the hon. Member will agree that this was money very well spent.

Q31/2015 Tourism Department —
Advertising expenditure; details

Clerk: Question 31, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Tourism provide details of further advertising expenditure in
relation to the Tourism Department since asking Question 474/2014?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.
Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento):
Mr Speaker, the information requested is contained in the schedule being handed over to the hon.

Gentleman.

ANSWER TO QUESTION 31 OF 2015

DATE PUBLICATION AMOUNT
25/09/14 | GLOBE MAGAZINE £180
02/10/14 | LA VERDAD MAGAZINE £4,710
02/10/14 | LA TRIBUNA MARBELLA £4,025
14/10/14 | CRUISE TRADE NEWS £1,400
14/10/14 | CRUISE TRADE REVIEW £2,100
14/10/14 | EASYJET INFLIGHT MAGAZINE £4,525
14/10/14 | DISCOVER GUIDE £1,220
17/10/14 | CRUISE BUSINESS REVIEW £2,374
17/10/14 | CRUISE INSIGHT MAGAZINE £2,650
17/10/14 | INSIGHT VISITORS GUIDE £780
24/10/14 | LA TRIBUNA MARBELLA £4,863
11/11/14 | LA VERDAD MAGAZINE £4,751
11/11/14 | EASYJET INFLIGHT MAGAZINE £4,525
21/11/14 | LA TRIBUNA MARBELLA £4,893
21/11/14 | CUNARDER YEARBOOK £3,620
02/12/14 | LA VERDAD MAGAZINE £4,724
09/12/14 | EASYJET INFLIGHT MAGAZINE £4,525
09/12/14 | SEA TRADE CRUISE REVIEW £2,100
16/12/14 | THE STRAITS SAILING HANDBOOK 2015 £600
16/12/14 | LA TRIBUNA MARBELLA £4,493
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Q32/2015 Doctor Giraldi Inquiry —
Publication of Report

Clerk: Question 32, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Social Services say when the Doctor
Giraldi Inquiry Report will be published?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento):
Mr Speaker, a statement in respect of the Report of the Inquiry into the Dr Giraldi Home will be made later
today by the Chairman of the Inquiry.

Q33/2015 Housing Department —
Refurbishment programmes; provision of guard patrols

Clerk: Question 33, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Following on from Government Press Release 504/2014, can the Minister for Housing
provide details and relevant information appertaining to the engagement of high visibility guard patrols in
residential areas where refurbishment programmes are in progress, together with details of cost and what
co-ordination arrangements have been made with the Royal Gibraltar Police?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento):
Mr Speaker, following on from Government Press Release 504/2014, a security company was engaged to
provide this service. Laguna Estate, Glasis Estate and Moorish Castle Estate are patrolled daily between the
hours of 8.00 p.m. and 8.00 a.m. The cost of this service is an average of £10,300 per month.

The arrangements, in terms of co-ordination with the Royal Gibraltar Police, are the same as that of any
other security companies with no different or special arrangement.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, the company that has been contracted and the hon. Lady has said that it
covers three housing estates, are there separate guards for each individual estate or are they sharing on a
patrol basis, just one patroller and taking it in turns to go round the three estates?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, | understand it is one guard per estate, although there are
separate guards for each estate.

Hon. E J Reyes: Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Would the Hon. Minister please just take it upon herself, if possible, it seems that, based on the press
release, the neighbours who felt that the security guards should have been there for a particular incident
could not find a guard and called the Royal Gibraltar Police to try and see how they could best contact the
guards. The Royal Gibraltar Police said, or at least the operator answering the phone on that day said that
they had no details and no information in that respect. So | am asking the hon. Lady, can she please take it
on board that perhaps some notice could be put up within the estate so that if there is a need to contact the
security guard, a contact number for them and so on, and that the Royal Gibraltar Police Control Room at
least has that information, if possible.

It was in respect of an issue of a winch or something that had come loose and it was not serious enough
to have to dial the police emergency number, but the residents found that the other source of avenue,
especially after normal working hours, was not available. Could she please give me an undertaking that she
will try and look into that?
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Q34/2015 Alameda Estate —
Refurbishment works

Clerk: Question 34, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide details of all the remaining refurbishment works
still to be carried out at Alameda Estate, together with estimated dates when these works will be carried
out?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento):
Mr Speaker, | can confirm that external refurbishment works have been successfully completed to
Kingsway House and most recently Red Sands House. Remaining blocks will be done, but not in this
financial year. The hon. Member will have to wait for the estimates to be published.

Q35/2015 Housing Department —
Unpaid rents; amounts written off

Clerk: Question 35, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide full details of how much has been written off in
respect of unpaid rents pertaining to Government rental homes, since the answer provided to Question
745/2014?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento):
Mr Speaker, work in this respect is ongoing with the Office of the Financial Secretary.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, but does the Minister have any details of what sums have been written off since
the answer to the question?

Hon. S J Sacramento: No, | do not, Mr Speaker. That information has not been provided and it is not
decisions that | take at ministerial level.

Hon. E J Reyes: Where can | obtain the information, Mr Speaker?
Hon. S J Sacramento: Sorry, Mr Speaker, | did not hear the question.

Hon. E J Reyes: | am asking, the Minister, where can | obtain the information in respect of the sum of
monies that may have been written off by whoever takes that decision? | am trying to find the right channel
where | can pose a legitimate question, Mr Speaker.

Hon. S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, as | understand it, it may be that figures have not actually been
written off, as such, but that work may be ongoing with the Financial Secretary. The reason | have no
details is maybe because no sums have actually been written off in the period in question, but it may be that
some may be written off in the future. | do not know. It is not something that | would deal with at a political
level; it is something that is a financial question.

Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, but, Mr Speaker, the question is posed to the Minister for Housing and she
may not have responsibility for this area, but surely, if a question like this is posed, somebody in the
Government benches takes responsibility and ownership of the question and provides the answer. | do not
understand why the Government has chosen on this occasion not to provide the answer, because | do not
think that it is reasonable for the Minister to just stand up and say, It is not my area of responsibility and |
do not know’, when she forms part of a Government.

Hon. S J Sacramento: No, Mr Speaker, that is not what | have said, because what | have just said is
that I do not think that any sums have actually been written off, but it may be that there may be things in the

45



1815

1820

1825

1830

1835

1840

1845

1850

1855

1860

1865

1870

GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, THURSDAY, 29th JANUARY 2015

pipeline and therefore they are being considered by the Financial Secretary. It does not mean that a decision
to write them off has been taken. It may be that a decision to write something off may be taken, but, as
such, Mr Speaker, | have no details, therefore no sums have been written off as such.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, she talks in terms of maybes, ifs and mays, and effectively what she is
really saying is, ‘I do not know what the answer to this question is’, but somebody surely within the
Government benches must know.

It may well be that the answer is that no monies have been written off, which is not the answer that the
hon. Lady gave originally. It appears what she is saying now... although it was a terribly circumspect
answer, maybe what she is saying now is that there has not been at the moment anything written off, but it
is being considered by the Government. Well, if that is the answer then that is the answer, and that is the
straight answer that the hon. Lady should give, but what the hon. Lady cannot do is come to this House and
talk about ifs and buts and maybes and not take responsibility for providing clarity in relation to an answer
to a question that clearly ought to be answered by the Government.

Hon. S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, | do not think my answer could have been any clearer. If the hon.
Gentleman does not understand plain English then you know, Mr Speaker, | do not think how I can make it
clearer when | say, first of all, that | have not said that there are any matters being written off. | have said
that to my knowledge none have been written off, but that matters are ongoing. | do not know how much
clearer | can make it to the hon. Gentleman.

Clearly, he has understood what | have just said because he has just read it back to me. So, Mr Speaker,
that is the position.

Mr Speaker: Is the Hon. Minister saying that the Office of the Financial Secretary, the Treasury, have
not been able to provide her with information in order to answer this question?

Hon. S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, as | understand it, nothing has been written off, which is what |
have said very clearly, but it may be that there are things in discussion, ongoing, as | said in my original
answer, that work in this respect is ongoing with the Office of the Financial Secretary.

I have not been given figures of anything that has been written off and therefore on that basis I
understand that nothing has actually been written off.

Mr Speaker: By being ongoing, she means that no final decisions have been taken.
Hon. S J Sacramento: Yes, precisely, Mr Speaker. Thank you.
Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, | do not want to —

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, can | just come back because Mr Speaker... his intervention is
absolutely correct. The position is very simple —

Mr Speaker: Let me say one thing... my intervention really. Obviously the answer was provided for
the 22nd of... there has been another week and there has been a little bit more time available in case
information that was not available at the time that the answer was drafted may have become available later,
that was what | was trying to elucidate.

Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, | understand because of course the position is very simple, and it is yes there
has been something that has been written off or no there has not been. If, as at a week ago or two weeks
ago, the position was that nothing has been written off, then that is the answer and the hon. Lady is then
perfectly entitled to say, ‘It is being reviewed and I do not know what is going to happen in the future’.

But the answers that she is giving us, the ifs, the buts, the maybes and now ‘it is my understanding’, I
just want to get clarity from the hon. Lady that the information that she has been provided with from the
civil servants, not her understanding, but the information is that as at the date of this question nothing has
been written off. That is the position.

Hon. S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, I do not know where the hon. Gentleman gets the words ‘if”, ‘but’
or ‘maybe’. I have said ‘none’ I think, twice already, if not three times, Mr Speaker — none. But because |
am being absolutely transparent, | am also saying that matters are ongoing with the Financial Secretary.
How much clearer can | be, Mr Speaker?
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Q31/2015 continued —
Tourism Department —
Further advertising expenditure; details

Clerk: Question 31, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Mr Speaker: We will come back to Question 31 the Hon. Mr Bossino wishes to ask some
supplementaries.

Hon. D J Bossino: | am grateful, Mr Speaker.

I just commend the Hon. the Minister for being so transparent and open in providing this information
and following in her predecessor’s footsteps and perhaps she can advise the Hon. the Minister for Sports to
do the same. (Laughter)

Mr Speaker, there are certain recipients of funding in respect of which I would wish to ask further
questions. Some of them are very obvious in what they relate to — for example Cruise Trade News — and it
is not just because they happen to be the Spanish ones that | asked this question, but if she could elucidate
what the nature of the advertising, which has been undergone in relation, for example, to the payments
which have been made to La Verdad Magazine and La Tribuna Marbella. | think they appear at least on
three or four occasions and they receive about the same amounts of money of about £4,000 on each
occasion.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento):
Mr Speaker, in respect of La Verdad Magazine, payment is made for editorials and advertorials. As for La
Tribuna Marbella, this is in relation to a front page cover advert and editorials.

Q36/2015 Housing Department —
Reallocation of empty homes; expenditure incurred and works undertaken

Clerk: Question 36, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide details in respect of all expenditure incurred
since the answer to Question 747/2014 in respect of contracts awarded for making empty homes suitable for
reallocation, stating to whom payments were made, how much has been paid, the number of residential
homes pertaining to each payment, as well as indicating if the services were either for repair works or
cleaning services?

Clerk: Answer the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, the answer is in relation to four residential premises: one to ESS at a cost of £6,350; one to AJEC
at a cost of £11,080; one to Keyway Construction at £11,325; and one to N & S Services £8,150. All
services contracted were for repairs, none were for cleaning.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, would the Minister have any sort of relevant details of what type of repair
works they were?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, | understand that these were in relation to refurbishment
works.

Hon. E J Reyes: | could have been a bit clearer as it was a question of whether they were electrical,
plumbing or roof repairs.

Mr Speaker: Could | suggest to the hon. questioner that in future, because this is a standard question
that he has from meeting to meeting, if he wants details of the repair works, then say so in the question,
‘And could the Hon. Minister give some indication of what the repair works are?’, and then he is covered.
The Minister will then bring that information to the House.

Hon. E J Reyes: | take your advice on board, Mr Speaker, yes because although | welcome the Lady as
the new Minister for Housing, and this should be absolutely no problem whatsoever, the previous Minister
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did know me and always kept that sort of additional information. But I will take your advice on board,
Mr Speaker.

Q37/2015 Housing Department —
Tenants requiring urgent decanting from homes; details

Clerk: Question 37, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Housing provide details of how many tenants
required urgent decanting from their homes since the answer to Question 748/2014, indicating the reason
why, the date when said decanting became necessary and the date when the tenants were able to return to
their home?

Clerk: Answer the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, one tenant has required decanting from their home and the details are as follows. It is due to works
and the person has been out of the property since 12th January and there is no set date for return.

Hon. E J Reyes: Again, Mr Speaker, I do use the words ‘provide details of the tenants’, but is there any
idea of what works they were?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, | do not know the exact details of the works, but I understand
that the reason the works were required was due to flooding and anything that may have been needed was
because of that.

Q38/2015 Housing Department/Housing Works Agency —
Comprehensive review; updated details

Clerk: Question 38, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer to Question 177/2014, can the Minister for Housing provide
updated details of the comprehensive review pertaining to the Housing Works Agency and the Ministry for
Housing?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, the technical staff, who were originally excluded to transfer to the Housing Works Agency, have
now transferred so as to consolidate housing works.

Hon. E J Reyes: Transferred to where, Mr Speaker?
Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: To the Housing Works Agency.

Hon. E J Reyes: Would the Minister know if that completes the whole exercise or are there any other
matters still being considered by Cabinet as | have been informed before?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, insofar as the transfer, | think that is complete. | am not aware
that there are any issues. There may well be others, but, Mr Speaker, as you can appreciate after a very
short period, | think that the answer is yes, it is complete. Maybe things as you know spring up from time to
time, but | do not know.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, | appreciate the short period of time.

Thank you, Mr Speaker. So the transfer could be completed, but | was led to believe that there were
other matters because the word ‘comprehensive review’ is the one that was termed by the Government and
so is the hon. Lady aware of any other matters still pending within the review?
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Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: As far as | am aware, Mr Speaker, | think that that is complete. As | said
before, | am sure that things will spring up from time to time and as is the general policy, things are always
reviewed because if things can be improved then they will always be looked at and so a review never stops
and is always ongoing.

But in terms of the bigger picture, | think that that is complete because we have now had quite a
significant restructure within the whole of the Ministry for Housing.

Hon. E J Reyes: Would the hon. Lady like me to give her more time perhaps for raising the matter on
another occasion, Mr Speaker, because comprehensive you know one tends to think would be a lot more
than just the transfer of the remaining technical staff. Is there any mileage there? She may not have the
answer now, but would the Minister like me to pose the question there or will she categorically say that the
matter is now closed?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, in my view the restructure that we have had is quite
comprehensive, but of course if the hon. Gentleman would like to ask me this question again in six months
then he is free to do so.

Q39/2015 Housing Works Agency —
List of employees retired, transferred or seconded

Clerk: Question 39, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide updated information inclusive of details of
grades and dates in respect of any Housing Works Agency employees who have been (a) retired; (b)
transferred and (c) seconded either from or into the Housing Works Agency, since the answer provided to
Question 311/2014.

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, | will now hand the hon. Member the information required.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION 39 OF 2015

List of Housing Works Agency employees retired, transferred or seconded since the
answer provided in Q311 of 2014.

Reasons for
Leaving Agency

No. Of Employees
Transferred/Retired/

Grade

Date

Seconded
Retired 1 Maintenance Works
Officer 23 June 2014
1 Craftsman 31 August 2014
1 Messenger 31 August 2014
1 Clerks of Works 31 August 2014
2 Housing Inspector 31 August 2014
1 Draughtsman 31 August 2014
1 Construction and
Restoration Officer 31 August 2014
1 Admin Officer 21 September 2014
7 Craftsman 30 September 2014
1 Labourer 30 September 2014
1 Zone Manager 30 September 2014
1 Craftsman 24 November 2014
1 Drain Operative 30 November 2014
1 Labourer 31 December 2014
Seconded 1 Building Surveyor 01 April 2014
1 M/T Driver 27 October 2014
Tranferred in 3 Building Surveyor 01 April 2014
3 Maintenance Works 01 April 2014
Officer
2 Craftsman 01 April 2014
1 Construction and 01 April 2014
Restoration Officer
5 Clerks of Works 01 April 2014
1 Draughtsman 01 April 2014
6 Housing Inspector 01 April 2014
i Environmental Monitor | 01 April 2014
Civil Engineer
2 Head Housing 01 April 2014
1 inspector 01 April 2014
Facilities Management
2 Support Officer 01 April 2014
1 New Developments and
Facilities
Manager 01 April 2014

Mr Speaker: Can we move on to Question 40 and come back if necessary.
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Q40/2015 Mid Harbour Estate —
Works still to be completed

Clerk: Question 40, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon E J Reyes: Further to the answer to Question 523/2014, can the Minister for Housing provide
updated details, together with estimated completion dates, in respect of works still to be completed at Mid
Harbour Estate?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, as informed by my colleague, the Hon. Minister Balban, in previous answers to Parliament in
Question 523/2014 and Written Question 146/2014, the CCTV project and garage barriers at Mid Harbour
Estate is now complete.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, the reason why | ask this is because the last time Minister Balban told me
that he had to finalise with the Tenants Association or whatever, about although the barriers had been
installed, they still were not operational. My understanding as of yesterday when | last went there is that
those barriers are still not operational. So can we have any further updates in that respect?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, | am informed that the works are complete. | have to rely on
the information that is provided to me by officials. | am informed that the works are complete and | will go
and check whether works are complete or not, if the hon. Member suggests that they are not, but certainly
the information that | have been given is that works are complete.

Hon. E J Reyes: | do not want to use the wrong language Mr Speaker, but | do not suggest, | affirm that
the barriers are still not operational.

Mr Speaker: 1 realise that this is pantomime time when some people say, ‘No, you don’t’ and ‘Yes,
you do’, but perhaps the hon. Member can be more specific — perhaps behind the Speaker’s Chair — about
the information that he has, what he has been told, and clarify it with the Minister.

Hon. E J Reyes: | can be as specific as assuring, Mr Speaker, that | physically went yesterday on the
eve of this meeting to see if the barriers were operational. | physically checked them myself and they were
not, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: It is clear that the Hon. Minister is getting other information and | would hope that the
two can be reconciled.

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, if | may, the last time | answered this question, as the hon. Member
says, she is absolutely right. The works are completed and the barriers are installed. The only thing that was
pending in my time was the actual handing out of fobs and agreeing with the Tenants Association what the
procedure would be in that respect and that is the only thing.

But in terms of the answer to the question, the works have been completed; it is just the logistical matter
of who gets a fob and everyone gets their permits and how the thing will be policed and structured. That
was the only thing that was pending, but the works have been completed.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, Mr Speaker, | have no doubt that the works have been completed as far as the
Minister’s Department in that they have been able to tick the box, but I do start my question by saying,
‘Further to the answer...” and the answer given in Question 523/2014 was that they still had to finalise
distribution of the fobs and so on. So | am asking for confirmation that this has now been completed or is it
still ongoing? | do not think I can reword it any other way, Mr Speaker.

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Actually, Mr Speaker, | beg to differ as the question is very clear. The
question says, ‘in respect of works still to be completed at Mid Harbour’ and the answer in relation to
works, as my colleague has very helpfully clarified, is yes.

If the hon. Member’s question — more specifically because he is perfectly aware of the answer given on
the last occasion — is in relation to the operation of the barriers, as opposed to the works, then maybe the
question could have been clearer and directed at the operational function of the barriers and not the works.
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Insofar as the question asked and the question asked is in relation to the works and whether the works
have been completed, the clear answer to the clear question is yes.
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, but | also believe, Mr Speaker, that it is equally clear that it is further to the
answer given where that matter has arisen, otherwise Mr Speaker would be ruling me now as out of order
that it is not a valid supplementary. | am referring to an answer that has been given. | do not know, perhaps,

Mr Speaker, you and | could meet behind the Chair later and you can advise me on the correct way | can
pose this wording so that one gets the answer that everyone knows | am seeking.

Q41/2015 Housing Department —
Eviction of squatters from rental homes; expenditure incurred

Clerk: Question 41, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing say how much expenditure has been incurred in respect
of legal costs relating to the eviction of squatters from Government rental homes since the answer provided
to Question 531/2014, providing a breakdown showing the number of homes involved and to whom
payments were made?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, there has been no costs.

Mr Speaker: Question 42.

Q42/2015 Housing Department —
Unpaid rents; details of arrears

Clerk: Question 42, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide details of arrears in respect of unpaid rents
appertaining to Government rental homes as at 31st December 2014?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Equality, Social Services and Housing.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, the total of arrears in unpaid rents as at 31st December 2014 is £5,279,068.59.

TRAFFIC, TRANSPORT AND TECHNICAL SERVICES

Q43/2015 Department’s marketing and official visits —
Details of costs

Clerk: Question 43, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for the Port provide details of the amount spent on marketing and
official visits for 2013/2014?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Traffic, Transport and Technical Services.
Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, the total

spent under marketing and official visits in the year 2013/2014 was £70,093.08. This can be broken down
as follows: expenditure incurred for advertising, £19,284.27; expenditure incurred for membership amounts
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to £1,410.00; expenditure incurred for accommodation, travel and marketing amounts to £49,398.81.
The total, as | said earlier, was £70,093.08.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, can he tell me — I think he has categorised the breakdown into three — |
think that’s right. Can he tell me which of those three, if it can be so identified, has been responsible for the
£10,000 increase in terms of what was estimated would be the expenditure at the time of the Budget? |
think the forecast outturn for that financial year was £60,000, which in itself represented a £15,000 increase
from the previous year.

I just want to understand, if he is able, of the three categorised elements he has just given us, which one
is most responsible for the overrun in expenditure?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, | have just been advised by my colleague, the previous Minister with
responsibility for the Ports, that he believes it is to do with the Hong Kong trip, but other than that, | would
not be able to give him the information myself personally.

Hon. D J Bossino: But that is information which he will have available if | give him notice of a
question in the future. Presumably that would account for the accommodation and travel head.

Of the three that he mentioned, did he mention membership as one of them? Did | hear that correctly? If
s0, can he give me more information in relation to that and what that in fact means?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, under that head, memberships are included. Just to give him an example
— and in fact there are only a couple of memberships detailed — one is for the International Bunkers
Association, that was membership for 2013-14, and there was another one, which was the International
Harbour Masters Association membership. So it is just these annual memberships for a few different
associations that the Port is part of.

Q39/2015 continued —
Housing Works Agency —
List of employees retired, transferred or seconded

Mr Speaker: The Hon. Mr Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Thank you, Mr Speaker.

With your leave, | am going back to the schedule that was given to me in answer to Question 39. One
small point, | had asked for those either seconded in or seconded out of the Agency. The schedule says
seconded and there are two grades, but there is no indication whether they were seconded into the Agency
or from the Agency out elsewhere.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Miss S J Sacramento): Actually,
Mr Speaker, | asked the same question and | did ask for clarification, but I think that on the basis that in the
paragraph below we have transferred in, | am assuming that these people have been seconded out.

Hon. E J Reyes: That is strange, Mr Speaker, because on other occasions in the past there has actually
been some seconded in and some seconded out. So would the hon. Lady like some time to clarify that and
then before we adjourn sine die we could have the correct information?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, what | am happy to do, in case these people are not seconded
out, then I will revert to the hon. Gentleman, but my understanding is that they are seconded out.

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GAMING

Q44/2015 Minister for Financial Services —
Director from Maverick; details

Clerk: Question 44, the Hon. D J Bossino.
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Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Financial Services provide the name of the Director from
Maverick whom he said he had met on one of his visits to London?
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Financial Services and Gaming.

Minister for Financial Services and Gaming (Hon. A J Isola): Yes, Mr Speaker, the name of the
Director/part owner who | mentioned having met was Carron Rees.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, the reason why | asked this question is he helpfully in the last session,
or in the November session, told me that Maverick, which does have a presence | think he said in Gibraltar
now, as a result of its involvement in relation to the GFA campaign, and somebody... I kind of joined the
dots and somebody else has joined dots for me and | just wanted to give him the opportunity to explain the
position.

I think Mr Henry Coelho is he involved in Maverick? He isn’t. Okay. The reason why | joined the dots
personally and then somebody else joined them for me is because that is where | met him, at the Airport,
when | was part of the receiving party for the GFA guys as a result of their successful campaign and that is
where | met him. | hadn’t known him, but then he mentioned that there was actually a family connection
with me.

But I just wanted to give him the opportunity whether Mr Coelho has any connections with Maverick as
| understand that he is also very well known to the hon. Member himself, and whether there was, as a result
of that connection, any connection in relation to him having appointed this particular company?

Hon. A J Isola: No, Mr Speaker. Obviously the engagement of Maverick was long before | came to this
Parliament and my understanding is that Mr Coelho is a consultant to Maverick on certain aspects of the
works that they do. Yes, he is not employed by them, but he consults with them on specific projects.

I think, as you rightly said, he was involved with the GFA “we’re ready” programme as | said long
before | came into this Chamber.

Hon. D J Bossino: And there is ho connection as a result of that connection, which | have said between
himself and Mr Coelho as to why then Maverick has been appointed, | think, to do three of the
Government’s websites. Isn’t it not the case, I think, the Tourism one, the Finance Centre one and they have
an involvement, not exclusive, but they have an involvement in relation to the Gibraltar Government
website. Can he just dispel that and | give him the opportunity?

Sorry, given | understand that there is a relationship, I think Mr Coelho is a personal friend of the hon.
Member, that that was not the reason why they went to Maverick for the purpose of enlisting their services.
Excuse me, | have a bit of a runny nose.

Hon. A J Isola: Well, Mr Speaker, Mr Coelho is a personal friend of mine and a valued professional
and in the same way that | use my professional judgement when we instruct lawyers, including partners and
members across the other side of the House, and indeed on this side of the House, it is that professional
judgement that is used as to whether we use them or not.

My professional knowledge of Mr Coelho is that he is superb at what he does, as are Maverick and
consequently | just continued what had started before | arrived here in drawing on their resources,
knowledge and expertise to assist in what we wanted to do.

Q45/2015 Gibraltar Government website —
Set-up costs

Clerk: Question 45, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Financial Services provide details of the cost for
the setting up of the Gibraltar Government website?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Financial Services and Gaming.

Minister for Financial Services and Gaming (Hon. A J Isola): Yes, Mr Speaker, as | explained at the
last meeting of Parliament, the website has been completed by Elitech Lab and Maverick working together
on this project. The costs of Elitech for the build, integration, testing and training across Government of the
system is £38,440. The cost for Maverick for the design, layout, and architectural content review is
£37,040.
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Clerk: Question 46, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, can | go back to the previous questions, if | may?

I have just been told, and | have not looked at it myself, but | am being told by my Hon. and Learned
Friend that the Gibraltar Government website has, as yet, not gone live. Is that correct? Because it just
seems to us that... I think it is probably the most expensive expenditure, in terms of the other... relative to
the other websites — the Tourism one and the Gibraltar Finance one. It seems much higher than the figures
which | recall. I think the figures were in the region of £9,000 or £10,000, whilst in this case just Maverick
is in excess of £35,000... yes, £37,000 and then we have the other company which is £38,000. So all told it
is very close to £80,000 and it just seems very expensive for a website which, as yet, has not gone live.

Hon. A J Isola: Yes, Mr Speaker, the Government website is a huge website and consequently every
aspect of it is very much greater than if we look at the Finance Centre website where it is minute by
comparison. So we always knew it was going to be more expensive to update and adjust.

I would say that from memory there are other websites, not carried out by Maverick, which are much
more expensive than the previous ones you have mentioned than | think even this one, if | remember
rightly, but I would have to confirm that to the Member opposite.

So it is more expensive because it is a huge project and undertaking. The reason for the delay... it was
meant to be launched some weeks back, it was then going to be launched last week and | am told it is now
going to be launched tomorrow or very early next week — the big reason for the delay, this last holdup, the
thing was good to go and then there was a Ministerial reshuffle and so it all had to be redone before it was
launched, which set us back a while. What has held it back at this moment in time has been the huge
volume of statistics that need to be ensured, when it goes live, are fully up to date and that is an enormous
amount of work, which in order to launch it with current information, accurate information, has taken a
little longer than we would have liked.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, could the Hon. Minister say what added functionality the new website
is going to have over the old website when it is meant to be launched?

Hon. A J Isola: No, Mr Speaker. | am not a techy, | have to admit. From the sightings we have had of
the draft website its functions seem to be very much easier to follow, easier to find, and so the visibility of
this site, | believe, is far easier to access — you may agree or not agree.

But in terms of the technical aspects of it, | am afraid | really cannot be of much assistance. | know it is
under a new Drupal system which other Governments have used, including the US Government, which
provides added security, which in this day and age is important, and that is part of the work that Elitech did
for us, but I am not a technician and I can only tell you what | have been told myself and | do not know how
accurate that is or not.

Hon. S M Figueras: | understand, Mr Speaker, that the Hon. Minister may not be able to give an
answer to this question and it may well be that it has been discussed previously, but | am certainly not
aware of it if it has been, will the redesign form part of the strategy or the changes that need to be effected
in order to give life to the e-Government programme of being able to take payments online for Government
services as the Hon. the Chief Minister has discussed on a number occasions is a direction in which
Government wants to go?

Hon. A J Isola: There is a separate eGov website so this is not directly linked to it, but once the eGov

rolls out then | would imagine there will be a link, but | do not think more than that. In other words, | do not
believe the e-Government site will form an integral part of this website.

Q46/2015 Gibraltar International Bank Limited —
Authorised services in UK

Clerk: Question 46, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Financial Services state why the Gibraltar International Bank
Limited is authorised to carry out services in the UK, with details as to what its plans are in this respect?
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Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Financial Services and Gaming.

Minister for Financial Services and Gaming (Hon. A J Isola): Yes, Mr Speaker, Gibraltar National
Bank Limited has entered into arrangements with providers to have a sort code to access the UK clearing
system.

In order to obtain a sort code, GIB is required to passport payment services into United Kingdom and
the authorisation has been sought exclusively for this purpose. There is therefore no intention to carry out
any activity other than as stated.

Hon. D J Bossino: | am very grateful to the Hon. Minister for that response and the reason why | ask
the question is because if one looks at the FSC website you will see that the firm will be authorised to carry
out certain activities and it is much wider than the way that the Hon. the Minister has explained to us this
morning.

Is there any way of narrowing that or is it just... I mean, | am not an expert, but is it just that this is the
way it has to be done? You need to obtain passport services for this wide range of services, which include
things like acceptance of deposits and lending etc, which is what the bank is licensed to do in Gibraltar and
equally is licensed to do in the UK, and so there is no way of narrowing that is there?

Hon. A J Isola: No, Mr Speaker. | am advised that in order to have the sort code access you are
required to passport payment services and payment services covers an array of things which are included
within that passporting right. What | can tell you is that it is the intention of GIB solely to use that
passporting right for the purposes of the sort code, and in order to have the sort code available in time for
the proposed opening, this has had to be accelerated and arrangements put in place to finalise that to make
sure it is ready in time — nothing more than that.

DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER
Q75/2015 Naval Ground car park —
Cost of construction

Mr Speaker: Question 75.
Clerk: Yes, we now move to Question 75, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Further to Question 688/2014, can the Deputy Chief Minister now advise what the
cost of the construction of a car park at the Naval Ground is?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Deputy Chief Minister.

Deputy Chief Minister (Hon. Dr J J Garcia): Yes, Mr Speaker, the answer remains the same as the
answer given to Question 688/2014.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, yes, | think the answer at the time was that the detailed design of the
coach and car park had not been completed and so consequently the cost of construction was not finalised.
Is he able to give me information as to who the developer is for this particular project?

Hon. Dr J J Garcia: Mr Speaker, the developer is a private entity. This went to the Development and
Planning Commission as a private sector project.

Hon. D J Bossino: But does he have that information available? Does he have the name of the private
entity? It is public knowledge is what he is telling me, but if he has that information | would be grateful if
he could share it across the floor of the House.

Hon. Dr J J Garcia: Mr Speaker, | do not have it with me, but if the hon. Member cannot find it in the
public domain, then I will be happy to supply it. But it is public information, yes.

Hon. D J Bossino: Simply to understand this a bit better, because | think public announcements have
been made in relation to this as well, but I think the cost of the car park is going to be a cost to the
Government. Is my understanding correct? What we do not yet have is the price tag for that. Is that correct?
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Hon. Dr J J Garcia: Mr Speaker, there has been work obviously on designs and in progressing the
2305 project and he can see that some of it has already commenced, but in short | think the answer is what the
hon. Member has said. Yes, as the hon. Member said in his question.

Mr Speaker: We are now going to recess until this afternoon at 3.00 p.m. when we shall be dealing
with questions to the Chief Minister and questions to the Minister for Education and Justice.
2310 The House will recess until 3.00 p.m. this afternoon.

The House adjourned at 12.40 p.m. and resumed its sitting at 3.00 p.m.
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The Gibraltar Parliament

The Parliament met at 3.00 p.m.

[MR SPEAKER: Hon. A J Canepa GMH OBE in the Chair]

[CLERK TO THE PARLIAMENT: P E Martinez Esq in attendance]

PRAYER
Mr Speaker

Questions for Oral Answer

CHIEF MINISTER

Q76-78/2015
Fire at Sunborn Hotel —
Cause

Mr Speaker: Question 76, to the Chief Minister, the Hon. Mr Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, has the Government obtained a report detailing the cause of the fire at the
service entrance of the Sunborn Hotel at Ocean Village and provide Parliament with a statement as to what
is known so far from this incident?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Chief Minister.

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, | will answer this question together with Questions
77 and 78.

Clerk: Question 77, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Government confirm or deny the rumours that the fire that started
at the Sunborn Hotel emanated from a portacabin which had butane gas bottles stored therein, and if so,
could the Government supply the name of the company that owns the portacabin and whether all due
licences to comply with existing legislation were in place prior to the incident?

Clerk: Question 78, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, given the fire that broke out in the vicinity of the Sunborn Hotel at Ocean
Village, can the Government state if there had been envisaged at the planning stage through the DPC, or is
now a requirement to dredge the sea bed underneath the Sunborn Hotel in order to create a safe channel in
case of an emergency and, if so, when is this likely to happen?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Chief Minister.

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, the Gibraltar Fire and Rescue Service has produced a report in
relation to a fire which occurred at the entrance of the Sunborn Hotel at Ocean Village on 28th December
2014, at approximately 17:00 hours. A copy of the said report has been provided to the Government.

The report can be summarised as follows. The structure where the fire occurred was approximately 12
metres long by five metres wide and four metres high. It is not a portacabin but a service access, although
the dimensions are similar to some portacabins seen around Gibraltar.
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This was divided into two levels, the lower of one metre in height approximately and the other three
metres. Most of the unit had been destroyed by the fire, leaving only part of the lower storage unit. The
upper level had been mostly affected by the fire on the western end and decreasing towards the eastern end.

There was a hole on the floor approximately five metres from the western entrance. The fire had spread
from the lower level to the upper level via this hole. This was later confirmed by CCTV cameras from
inside the unit and the Sunborn Hotel.

It had then spread upwards and devastated most of the roof and walls of the upper level. There was also
extensive damage to the facade of the Admiral Casino in the Leisure Island Business Centre. The
predominant wind that evening was a strong westerly and the fire had spread from this direction and been
accelerated due to this.

In conclusion, there are two options. In the opinion of the Gibraltar Fire and Rescue Service that the fire
seems to have been accidental by a person or persons. The source of ignition would have been a naked
flame — possibly a cigarette, as it is an area used for smoking — that has found its way under the unit. The
strong winds funnelled by the corridor between the ship and the casino building lead to the rapid spread of
the fire. We, that is the Gibraltar Fire and Rescue Service, cannot discard the possibility of an electrical fire,
but this is less likely.

The Gibraltar Fire and Rescue Service can confirm that there were no butane gas cylinders inside the
above mentioned structure.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, | am grateful for the information the Hon. Chief Minister has provided. In
relation to, I think it is my last question, which was Question 78, in relation to the possibility of having to
dredge underneath the Sunborn Hotel in order, in an emergency, for the Sunborn to move away quickly, has
that been considered either at the early stages of the planning process or thereafter, as a result of the
accident?

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, the Sunborn floating hotel looks like a cruise ship but it does not
have engines and it is attached to the marina by two very strong arms. It is a floating structure but it is not
designed to sail like a cruise ship.

Therefore the idea that it may need to have a channel which allows it to sail in or out is not relevant in
the context of understanding emergency procedures about this vessel or structure. It really is like a building.
So in the same way as the casino would not have been able to sail away as a result of the fire in an attempt
to deal with it, the Sunborn is not designed in that way either. | think that is why the answer was structured
not to respond to that particular part of the question.

Q79/2015
Chamber of Commerce/GFSB economic study —
Details

Clerk: Question 79, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Chief Minister provide details of the economic study which he stated, in the
Gibraltar Chronicle edition of 5th January 2015, was being conducted in conjunction with the GFSB and
the Chamber of Commerce?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Chief Minister.

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, yes sir. The economic study referred to is underway
and the study that | was referring to is the one | referred to on a number of occasions inside and outside this
House, about the potential effects were Gibraltar to join the Common Customs Area of the European Union
as well as the Excise areas of the Union.

A team of economists from the United Kingdom with the appropriate expertise for such a study has
been established by the Government and the Chamber working together. Members of the team have come
to Gibraltar to identify the issues and in particular, the economic data that they require in order to carry out
the study.

Data has already been forwarded to them by Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar and further data is
being collated with a view to a further meeting which will take place shortly. That will leave the
Government, the Chamber and the Federation to likely put together a questionnaire to businesses on this
issue, as | previously also stated in this House, | believe.
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Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, | am grateful to the Chief Minister for the very complete reply. Is he
able to tell me who the economists are? Is that information which he would be willing to divulge across the
floor of the House?

Hon. Chief Minister: | believe | have the information. | do not know whether it is appropriate to
divulge it across the floor of the House without asking them but | am quite happy to give him the
information when we recess for a moment, so he knows who we are dealing with.

These are economists from Oxbridge and they have been identified by individuals in the Chamber and
individuals in the Government’s EUID Department as having the right sort of expertise. Because I have not
checked whether they are happy for their names to be made public, I do not feel comfortable making them
public today. | am quite happy to give them to him today and once I go back and check whether they have
any difficulty with their names being made public, | am quite happy in the future in exchanges if necessary,
to mention them by name. | cannot imagine why they might not want to be referred to in public. The
instructions of a Government are usually things that people like to boast about, but I have not quite checked
and therefore | will give him the names, and later we can determine whether publicity is appropriate.

Hon. D J Bossino: Yes, thank you for that as well.

Mr Speaker, as | understand the reply the purpose of the reports was basically... Is this understanding
correct, if | can put it to him? The purpose of the report is to inform the type of questions which are then
going to be issued to the relevant parties in Gibraltar. But is that report going to be shared with the GFSB
and the Chamber of Commerce once ready?

If so, can he give advance notice to the House as to how he intends to treat that report once it is
finalised? In other words, is he going to publish it? He is shaking his head. Is it something which he would
be willing to share with the Opposition ? And he is nodding — so he is answering my questions! So basically
I would like some information as to how he intends to treat the report once it is complete and available to
him?

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, let us be very clear about what it is that we are doing here and what
I have said before. In the event that the United Kingdom were to choose to have a referendum on potential
exit from the EU and therefore potentially in the event of that referendum resulting in the United Kingdom
negotiating an exit from the EU, Gibraltar needs to understand what its positions should be in a negotiation.

That I do not think is an issue which is simply for the purview of the Government. That is why | think it
is important that we do it with the Chamber and we do it with the Federation which are the relevant
business organisations. And indeed, Mr Speaker, that is why | am nodding when asked whether | would
share the information with the Opposition. I think it is information that the Opposition should have in order
to formulate policy, which I hope will likely be the same policy that whoever may be in Government at the
time may be dealing with.

We are probably dealing with issues that will visit us in 2018, 2019 or thereafter because my prediction
would be that in the event of there being a referendum decision that the UK wants to exit the EU, the
permutations are not simply in or out. It is EEA status or non-EEA status for the UK — what does that mean
for Gibraltar? — etc. So the referendum result, if a referendum were to occur and if it were to be an exit
result in the UK, is only the beginning of the UK’s negotiation with the EU. So we need to understand in
what context this information then becomes important to the Government of Gibraltar.

At that stage, what the Government of Gibraltar needs to understand, what the Chamber and the
Federation and businesses in Gibraltar need to understand, are the realities that could be visited upon us,
depending on what type of status we were to choose.

So we know that we are comfortable and that we are prosperous in the status that we enjoy at the
moment. How might that change? Would those changes be changes that we might seek through negotiation
or would they be changes that might be imposed on us as a result of the United Kingdom’s negotiations but
that we might have to be ready for however much we might fight against them? Because we might then be
fighting against the UK choosing to do a particular thing in terms of its status in Europe and we might be
the only enclave of 30,000 in the UK holding out for a different sort of status.

So we need to understand what the reality of the Common Customs Union regime is today in legal and
economic terms and how the economy would be affected by entry into that mechanism. The only way to do
that is to carry out this in-depth economic analysis and then share it with the business community as a
collective, i.e. Chamber and Federation and then seek information from individual businesses through
questionnaires also through the Chamber and Federation, to then be able to produce a report that informs
the Government, the Opposition, the Chamber and the Federation.

Why not the whole community? Why not simply publish such a report? Well look, such a report is
likely to be determinative of what negotiating positions we take vis-a-vis the EU and vis-a-vis the UK and
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what we do not need, is that those who would be doing their best to argue for us to have the worst possible
economic scenario in the future, to have that data too. And by that of course, | mean Spain.

So this is information that | think the Chamber needs to have, the Federation needs to have and
Members of this Parliament should have, but not information that should necessarily be in the public
domain and the people should be able to download and then necessarily have the ability to use against us.

Hon. D J Bossino: | am grateful. Mr Speaker, just for my own understanding of what the Hon. Chief
Minister says in the totality of the reply that he has just given us, is the remit of the report, from what |
understand, is it as wide as looking at all the possible permutations, even to the extent as to what would be
the effect of the UK, and therefore Gibraltar, leaving the EU? Because, | think, certainly the last
pronouncement that he made in relation to this issue was in the Gibraltar Chronicle article that I referred to
earlier, and it was in the context of his view as to what the dire economic consequences that leaving the EU
would be for Gibraltar.

So is the report wider than | originally understood from his answer which was it was only looking at the
possibility, what the effect of Gibraltar’s entry into I think the Customs and Excise Union would be, is it
wider than that or is it simply looking at that specific discrete issue?

Hon. Chief Minister: It is about looking at that and other issues. In other words, that and other
permutations of different types of membership alternatives for Gibraltar within the EU and the EEA. So, in
other words full EU — what does full EU mean in terms of excise duty, in terms of VAT etc? What does
partial EU mean in terms of VAT but not excise, or excise but not VAT? What does EEA mean, which can
probably mean both of those or three other scenarios potentially also being relevant to Gibraltar? And |
think you can also draw a conclusion, given the numbers that we are going to be given, of what not being in
EEA or not being in the EU would mean.

So | think the data we will have will enable us to churn information and see all of those potential
scenarios or as close to an analysis can take us to seeing those potential scenarios. That is the data I think
we need to have, and it is data we can only get in my view by talking to economists of the sort that we are
talking to, talking to the representative bodies and then talking to individual businesses and asking them
questions once we have the right questions to put to them about how particular aspects of those changes
would affect those sectors and industries.

Clerk: We now move to Question 47, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, can | invite the House to recess for five minutes before we continue
with this question. I need to have a discussion with the Minister who has just arrived in Gibraltar on another
matter.

The House recessed for five minutes.

EDUCATION AND JUSTICE &
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

Q47/2015
New fire station —
Establishment

The Clerk: We continue with Question 47, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister with responsibility for the Fire Service
say if he is still committed to delivering his manifesto commitment of establishing a new fire station during
this term of office?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education and Justice.

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Mr Speaker, the manifesto commitment was to commence work on a new fire station within this term of
office and not establishing within this term of office a new fire station, as set out in the hon. Lady’s
question.
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The Government has already commenced work on a new fire station, as it promised it would do. The
work on the planning for the new fire station has been finalised and an announcement with full details will
be made when the Government is in a position to do so, certainly within this term of office.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Hon. Minister say when the work, either the
refurbishment or the building, will be starting?

Hon. G H Licudi: Well as | have said, we are working on plans on this matter. This is something that
the Government has been working on for a while. Work continues, it is in an advanced stage and we will
certainly make a full announcement as to what is going to happen and | expect work will actually
commence within this term of office, before the elections are called.

Hon. Mrs I M Ellul-Hammond: | know the Hon. Minister has said that it will be within this term of
office but is there any indication as to where the site is?

Hon. G H Licudi: Mr Speaker, we will make an announcement on that when we are in a position to do
so.

Q48/2015
New Medical Priority Dispatch System —
When expected to go live

Clerk: Question 48, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammaond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister with responsibility for the Fire Service
say when the new Medical Priority Dispatch System will go live and if it will be within this term of office?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education and Justice.

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Mr Speaker, we are working at having the new Medical Priority Dispatch System go live within this term of
office.

Q49/2015
University of Gibraltar —
Applications

Clerk: Question 49, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammaond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Education say how many students
have applied to the University of Gibraltar for the new academic year 2015-16?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education and Justice.

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Mr Speaker, recruitment of students for the University of Gibraltar has not yet started.

This will commence once the University is established, when the Act which we will be bringing to
Parliament is passed.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, the Hon. Minister said that the university would be open
for business as from 1st September 2015. My understanding is that students are applying now to
universities for the September 2015 entry, and this is why I have asked the question.

Is there any way that students can start to apply in preparation for the opening in 2015, or will they be
allowed to apply at a later stage and perhaps have a late entry onto the courses?

Hon. G H Licudi: Mr Speaker, it is not a question of late entry. This is something that has been planned
and will be open in September 2015. We are finalising the legislation, which | hope to be in a position to
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publish very soon. | am intending to bring the matter to Parliament within the next couple of sessions at
most. Once that is established, then the announcement will be made as to the precise courses and students
will be invited to apply.

There will be plenty of time, if that is what the hon. Lady is concerned about. There will certainly be
time between the announcement being made, between the Act being passed, the announcement as to the
specific courses, enrolment for those courses being started and the students actually starting in September
2015.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, has there been any revision of the plans for the Gibraltar University
by the Government since the announcement was made in terms of the scope of the courses that are going to
be on offer by the Gibraltar University? Has there been an expansion or perhaps a contraction of that
original vision that the Government presented to the people of Gibraltar when it made the announcement
for the first time?

Hon. G H Licudi: Well, Mr Speaker, this is as | said when | announced the project, when we made a
joint press conference at the Chief Minister’s Office. This is going to be a process which will evolve and
will develop over time and as we do that, then clearly new things will be added.

So yes, of course there have been new things. There is a lot of work which has been done but the core
structure which we announced remains the same. Four faculties: Health and Sports Science; Tourism and
Hospitality; Business; and Life and Earth Sciences. Those four faculties remain as they were when we
announced. What we are now doing is fleshing out what precisely each of the faculties will be doing.

In addition, we will of course have the Institute of Professional Development and Continuing Education,
as announced. Also as announced, we will have a Language Centre. What we are doing is developing
specifically the areas which we are going to be in a position to announce very soon and start the recruitment
of students, as | have indicated earlier in the question.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: So, Mr Speaker, and | know this will relate to Question 51, students
obviously will be applying outside of the UCAS system. There will be a separate system set up and that is
how students will be able to apply and therefore enrol for September?

Hon. G H Licudi: Yes, Mr Speaker, the hon. Lady pre-empts another question in the Order Paper but
students will be applying directly to the University.

Q50/2015
University of Gibraltar —
Awarding body

Clerk: Question 50, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Education say which recognised
body will be awarding degrees at the new University of Gibraltar?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education and Justice.

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Mr Speaker, programmes at the University of Gibraltar will include degrees awarded by the University of
London in relation to Business and Computing and the University of Kingston and St George’s in relation
to Nursing and Paramedic Science.

In addition research post graduate students will be engaged in programmes carried out in conjunction
with other universities, depending on the various specialisms that are followed by those students.

Q51/2015
University of Gibraltar —
Management by UCAS or another method

Clerk: Question 51, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.
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Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Education say whether
undergraduate applications to the University of Gibraltar will be managed by UCAS, which is the
Universities and Colleges Admission Services?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education and Justice.

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Mr Speaker, applications to the University of Gibraltar will not initially be managed by UCAS. We do,
however, envisage that in due course discussions will take place with UCAS on the possibility of
applications being managed by them.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Hon. Minister say who will be..., has it been
determined who will be entitled to apply to the University and who will be setting the entry criteria and the
requirements, if not UCAS?

Hon. G H Licudi: Well, Mr Speaker, UCAS does not set out any entry criteria or requirements for any
university. The universities themselves set out entry criteria; all that UCAS does is process the application
and then transmit those applications to the universities for a response. So that element of somebody
receiving the application and transmitting it to the University of Gibraltar will not happen.

But in relation to degree programmes which we are doing in conjunction with other universities, for
example if it is a University of London programme that a particular student will follow, then the University
of London will set out the entrance criteria, in the same way as with the University of Kingston.

We are, as | have already announced, been developing collaborations with other universities, we already
made an announcement in relation to Seychelles. | have today returned from a trip specifically on that and
we will be issuing a press release in relation to further collaborative projects with other universities. So as
we develop these collaborations, we will certainly have to discuss with those other universities that we
partner with, the entrance requirements and criteria for those particular courses.

Q52/2015
University of Gibraltar —
Recruitment of lecturers; research funding

Clerk: Question 52, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammaond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Education advise where the lecturers
for the University of Gibraltar will be recruited from, what research will they be conducting and where will
funding for faculty research be coming from?

Clerk: Answer the Hon. the Minister for Education and Justice.

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Mr Speaker, the intention is to recruit locally, but if required skills are not available, these will be sourced
externally.

Most of the research will be based within the faculty of Life and Earth Sciences with Gibraltar and
Mediterranean Studies. However, there will be opportunities for research stemming from any of the other
faculties.

Research will be funded by the present funding streams provided by the Department of Education, as
well as the university’s own funds. It is expected that there will also be some funding from private sector
sponsorships.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, would it be possible to allow any industry that is happy
to invest in research to be able to fund facilities, perhaps linked to marine or the environment; or will it be
totally state funded? Would you allow flexibility for private and state funding?

Hon. G H Licudi: Mr Speaker, the Government would most certainly welcome anybody who wants to
come in and fund the university to do so. As | have said in the last part of the answer, it is expected that
there will be some funding through private sector sponsorships and we are already in discussions with some
elements of the private sector specifically on that area.
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Hon. E J Reyes: If | may, Mr Speaker, has the Minister at least embarked into seeing it from those
different categories within the EU funding that go towards education purposes and so on? Can he confirm
that he is exploring those to see if some could be applicable and therefore Gibraltar become a beneficiary of
such a thing such as the Erasmus Schemes and all those?

Hon. G H Licudi: Yes, Mr Speaker, this is certainly something that we are exploring and | have been
advised in relation to. The Erasmus Scheme which involves an exchange of students also involves certain
universities being approved for that scheme and given that we are in the process of establishing that
university, it is impossible to seek that approval yet. But that is certainly a process that we will want to
follow because we will want to be part of a European process in terms of standards, through the Bologna
process, Erasmus through exchange of students, and also tapping into funds at a European level which will
be available for research based in various areas including Sports Science.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, just one final supplementary. The Hon. Minister
mentioned the Institute of Professional Development and Continuing Education that will be offering CPD
and professional qualifications for both the private and public sector. My understanding is that this is a role
that at present the College of Further Education has been offering through evening classes and the use of
Bleak House as well. Does this mean that the remit of the College will be reviewed alongside the evolution
and development of the university?

Hon. G H Licudi: It is not so much that the remit will be reviewed, but certainly it will in fact be
enhanced through the collaboration with the university and in particular with the institute. As the hon. Lady
says, some of the areas of the institute will be embarked upon are already being done through the college
and those will be done through the university by engaging with the college and tapping upon their expertise
and getting their involvement fully in this process.

But it will not be limited; the institute will not be limited solely to the work that has been done currently
by the college. There will be enhanced programmes, locally developed programmes and in particular, short
courses developed with industry associations and | have given some examples as possibilities, on human
resource management, on compliance and money-laundering issues, with the Association of Compliance
Officers, on insurance through the Insurance Association.

By working in conjunction with the private sector, by working with employers who we expect will be
able to provide their staff to these courses and will be able to provide an element of day release, whenever
the day or the half day that the person is engaged in this, so that the student can further his or her career
within that organisation or elsewhere in Gibraltar.

So there will be a range of programmes developed within the institute and it is in fact one of the exciting
parts of the university, as of course are all the other parts of the university.

Q53/2015
Gibraltar College of Further Education —
GCSE re-sits

Clerk: Question 53, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, further to the answer provided to Question 758/2014, can the Minister for
Education now provide the missing details in respect of the number of students, broken down by gender,
who are repeating subjects pertaining to GCSE examinations which they sat for during the academic year
2013-14 and currently enrolled at the Gibraltar College of Further Education?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education, Justice & International Exchange of Information.

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Mr Speaker, the number of students broken down by gender, who are repeating subjects pertaining to
GCSE examinations which they sat for during the academic year 2013-14 and are currently enrolled at the
Gibraltar College of Further Education is 40 boys and 60 girls.

10



405

410

415

GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, THURSDAY, 29th JANUARY 2015

Q54/2015
Supply Teachers/Auxiliary Staff —
Number employed by Education Department

Clerk: Question 54, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Education provide details of how many ‘Supply Teachers’ or
‘Supply Auxiliary Staff” are currently engaged by the Department of Education, indicating at what
educational establishment they are based, together with the reasons why their employment is necessary and
estimated temporary contract time?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education and Justice.

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Mr Speaker, the information requested by the hon. Member is set out in the schedule which I now hand to
him.

Schedule to Question 54 of 2015

Table 1

Number of
supply
teachers at School Reasons for cover Estimated length of contract
each
school
1 Governor's Meadow First large intake/ pupil numbers 11 months
2 Governor's Meadow First large intake/ pupil numbers 11 months
3 Governor's Meadow First maternity 8 months
1 St. Joseph's First  ~ maternity 7 months
2 St. Joseph's First to'meet optimum class size in sector 11 months
3 St. Joseph's First large intake/-pupil numbers 11 months
4 St. Joseph's First maternity 10 months
1 Notre Dame First large intake/ pupil numbers 7 months
2 Notre Dame First maternity 11 months
1 St. Mary's First large intake/ pupil numbers 11 months
2 St. Mary's First large intake/ pupil numbers 11 months
3 St. Mary's First large intake/ pupil numbers 7 months
1 St. Paul's First to meet optimum class size in sector 7 months
2 St. Paul's First maternity 7 months
1 Bishop Fitzgerald Middle maternity 7 months
2 Bishop Fitzgerald Middie maternity 7 months
1 St.Joseph's Middle to meet optimum class size in sector 7 months
2 St.Joseph's Middle maternity 7 months
1 Sacred-Heart Middle to meet optimum class size in sector - 7 months
2 Sacred Heart Middle maternity 7 months
3 Sacred Heart Middle long term illness 7 months
4 Sacred Heart Middle maternity 10 months
1 St. Anne's Middle maternity 8 months
1 Hebrew Primary large intake/ pupil numbers 11 months
1 Bayside sabbatical 11 months
2, Bayside to meet subject demand (IT) 11 months
3 Bayside maternity 11 months
4 Bayside to meet optimum class size in sector 11 months
5 Bayside to meet subject demand (mathematics) {11 months
6 Bayside maternity 11 months
7 Bayside to meet optimum class size in sector 11 months
1 Westside maternity 8 months
2 Westside to meet optimum class size in sector. 7.months
3 Westside - |sabbatical 11 months
4 Westside maternity 7 months
5 Westside maternity 11 months
6 Westside maternity 7 months
1 College 11 months
2 College to meet optimum class size in sector 11 months
R short term absences - . i Not fixed-less than:3 months
2 short term absences - Not fixed-less than 3 months
‘3 short term absences Not fixed-less than 3 months”™ -
4 short term absences' Not fixed-less than 3 months
5 short term absences Not fixed-less than 3 months
6 short term ‘absences Not fixed-less than'3 months
7 short term absences Not fixed-less than 3 months
8 short term absences Not fixed-less than 3 months
9 _|short term absences Not fixed-less than 3 months
10 short term absences Not fixed-less than 3 - months:: -
11 short term absences Not fixed-less than 3 months® ~
12 short term absénces . Not fixed-less than.3 months

11
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Schedule to Question 54 of 2015

| Table 2
Music Instructors School Type of Cover Estimated length of contract
1 Bayside provision of subject specialism |9 months
1 Westside provision of subject specialism |9 months
1 Hebrew Primary |provision of subject specialism |9 months
Same person as at Hebrew School| St Martin's provision of subject specialism |9 months
TABLE 3
SCHOOL NUMBERS REASONS FOR | ESTIMATED ]
(Learning Support | EMPLOYMENT TEMPORARY
Assistants) CONTRACT TIME
Bayside 1LSA Temporary extra | 3 months
SEN needs
support(f/t)
Westside 1LSA Temporary extra | 3 months
SEN needs support
(p/t)
St. Martin's 3LSA Temporary extra
SEN needs support | 7 months
(f/t) 3 months
3 months
Notre Dame 1LSA Temporary extra 7 months
St. Mary'’s 1LSA Temporary extra | 7 months
SEN needs support
(p/t)
Notre Dame Nursery/ 1LSA Temporary extra | 3 months for Notre
Varyl Begg Nursery SEN needs support | Dame
(split) (frt) liness  for  Varyl
Begg  until 10"
February
College 1LSA Cover a new SEN | 7 months
course.
Governor's Meadow 1LSA sickness (p/t) unknown
Notre Dame 1 LSA sickness (f/t) unknown
Bishop Fitzgerald 3 LSA Temporary extra | 3 months.
SEN needs support | 7 months
(p/t) and (f/t)
sickness (f/t). 13th February
Hebrew School 1LSA Temporary extra | 3 months.

SEN needs support
(p1t)

Schedule to Question 54 of 2015

TABLE 4
HOURS

POST SCHOOL PER WEEK |REMARKS
Assistant (Art & Design) Bayside 30 In the process of being recruited
Bus Escort Notre Dame 18.75 |Special Needs Pupil requiring Escort
Senior Technician Gibraltar College 17 Secondment to GFA
10 x Part Time Cleaner 2 x Westside 20 B

1 x Bayside 20 '

4 x St Joseph's First 20 i

1 x Bishop F 20 {

1 x St Paul's First 20 |

1 x Hebrew 20 | In the process of being recruited

Vacancy has been advertised. Interviews

1 x Full Time Cleaner Gibraltar College 37 will be held on 22 January 2015

12
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Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, may | ask for a bit of clarification? Towards the very end of the first
page, there is one college but the reason for cover has been left blank, followed by two supply teachers also
at the College to meet optimum staff sizing sector and then below that there is no educational establishment
identified whatsoever.

They all seem to be not fixed less than three months: short-term absences mainly tend to be of a medical
nature and so on, but the educational establishment has been omitted, as has that one in respect of the
College, two lines before that.

Can the Minister enlighten me?

Hon. G H Licudi: Yes, Mr Speaker. The one where it has been left blank, that is one which I did not
pick up, so | do not have the specific information on the one entry which is blank. I could assume that it
relates to meeting optimum class sizes in the sector but | do not want to give that as a definitive answer and
I will therefore check the information. I apologise, | just did not pick up that there was one item where one
column was left blank.

The bottom part simply relates to — apart from the supply teachers which are set out at the top — a total
of 12 additional teachers that are not on fixed contracts and simply cover short-term absences wherever and
whenever they might be required.

I am not sure that the hon. Member wants a list of so and so spent three days in Bishop, so and so spent
two days in Bayside, my understanding is that that relates to the rest of the pool of supply teachers that do
cover as and when required and not on a fixed-term contract.

The hon. Member will remember that when we overhauled the system of supply work, including by
employing those who we considered to have been on permanent supply and those were part of the intake of
47 new teachers that we did at the beginning of our term of office, we also added the additional benefit that
whenever a supply teacher was engaged, was needed, for at least three months, that supply teacher would
be given a fixed-term contract with all the necessary benefits that an employment contract brings.

So whenever there is an ad hoc need for a particular teacher, say for a week, or someone is off sick for
two weeks, those teachers are taken from the pool of these additional teachers. It is not a fixed contract
because it is on an ad hoc basis and they are certainly for less than three months because if it is beyond the
three months then that is when the fixed-term contract kicks in, as we said we would do at the beginning of
our term of office.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, Mr Speaker | think it has been clarified but can | double check, because the
numbers 1 to 12 there are running consecutively. It is a grand total of 12 — not one plus two is three and
then another three is six and four is ten —am | correct in that deduction?

Hon. G H Licudi: Yes, Mr Speaker, otherwise the number, if you add up all those individuals, 12 plus
11 plus 10, the number would be very great and we certainly do not have that many supply teachers.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, that is what caused a big question mark in my mind! That is understandable. Can
I assume and the Minister confirm that | am correct in the deduction that really, what these 12 members of
staff is... they would report somehow or another let us say to the central Department of Education on a
daily basis and then would be fed out into schools as and when needed, and that is why they are not going
to be based in a particular school and is then able to provide the information? Is it something similar to that
effect that he was trying to explain?

Hon. G H Licudi: No, Mr Speaker, that is not quite how the system works. It really depends on school
requirements. So school heads, or whoever is in charge of the particular issue on a particular day in the
absence of the head, will report and will ask the Department of Education. In particular there is one of the
education officers that deals specifically with the supply and one of the first jobs that he does in the
morning is look at the requirements on any particular day for any particular school.

Then, what that person does is call people from the list and get the people who are available and put
them in the schools which are required. So it is not that the supply teachers turn up every day and say,
‘Where am | going today?” The supply teachers are on a supply list and as and when they are required by a
particular school, the school informs the Department and the Department calls the teacher and says, ‘Can
you go to such and such a school where there is a position for, a cover for two weeks?’ or a week or
whatever the amount of time is.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, thank you, Mr Speaker, so therefore not all 12 are going to be engaged every day.
Can | take the Minister to the last page, the posts of ten part-time cleaners which are in the process of
being recruited? Although they are going to be part-time, and by that one normally understands that to be
around about the 20 hour per week mark, 15 or 20 hours which is half of the working week of the school or
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whatever. but if they are in the process, why — is it the intention then, despite being part-time that they will
be on a permanent type of contract or will they be on a supply contract because...? And that is where the
question mark comes in.

Hon. G H Licudi: Mr Speaker, the comment in the remarks column is ‘in the process of being
recruited’. So my understanding is that these are posts of part-time cleaners which are available and the
cleaners for those posts are in the process of being recruited.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, so therefore | did not explain myself properly. The process of being recruited, are
they going to be recruited as supply workers or are they going to be recruited so that they become P&P
workers?

Hon. G H Licudi: Mr Speaker, my understanding is that they are in the process of being recruited as
part-time workers.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, Mr Speaker, it is written there ‘part-time cleaners’: on a supply basis or on a
permanent and pensionable basis?

Hon. G H Licudi: Mr Speaker, | will be happy to double check. I can tell the hon. Member what my
understanding is: that these are positions, posts which are being recruited and therefore they will be offered
those jobs as part-time cleaners, not as supply, not simply going on a supply list, but actually engaged as
part-time cleaners. That is my understanding but | will be happy to double check.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, | would be grateful if he could double check because I understand all that he is
saying but they are being recruited to become part-time cleaners but will they be on a supply basis, for
example an 11-month contract or something, or will they be on an indefinite type of contract. I don’t know
if the Minister is able to understand what | am trying to get at. They may be part-time...

The second one there; perhaps my explanation will help him understand what | am trying to get at. The
bus escort works for 18.75 hours a week — special needs pupil requiring an escort: as long as the special
needs pupil requires an escort there is employment for that person. Once that child leaves the education
system that post will not be required so one understands why it is a supply basis. Hence when it comes to
the part-time cleaner, will they be employed until their eventual retirement or is it just to cover a very short
period of time?

Hon. G H Licudi: Well, Mr Speaker, the position as | understand it —and if I am wrong in this | will let
the hon. Member know, but my understanding when | asked about this — is that these are positions that are
currently being filled because the question relates to supply workers in the Education Department, whether
it is learning support assistants, teachers, cleaners, so this is the list of supply workers. Therefore these
positions which currently exist are being filled currently by supply workers, but the posts exist and are in
the process of being recruited.

So whilst the recruitment is ongoing and until the recruitment for the position ends, they are being filled
by supply workers. Is the hon. Member with me?

Hon. E J Reyes: | think so, Mr Speaker — let me double check as a pedantic teacher. So for example, at
the moment there is an assistant arts and design person who is on a supply contract but the Department is
already in the process of recruiting one that will become permanent — great. So then, Mr Speaker, can he
shed some light on the senior technician who is at the Gibraltar College, employed for 17 hours a week, but
then gets seconded out to the GFA? | mean what needs does the College have that it has to be from the
College to second to the GFA? That one, I am again, | am a bit lost and | need pointing in the right
direction.

Hon. G H Licudi: Mr Speaker, this is someone who was engaged as a senior technician at the College
and is now currently seconded to the Gibraltar Football Association and works for the Gibraltar Football
Association.

We are looking at what precisely we do because we have a person employed in that position but the
person is not physically there at the college because he is actually working with the... | know who the
person is, he is actually working with the GFA because the Government agreed to second him to the GFA
for that particular position. There was a request for a secondment, rather than a resignation and an
engagement by the GFA and the Government agreed. But now we need to be clearly at some point need to
regularise the position and we need to fill that position.
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So the position is again, | go back to the table, of supply workers. So we have supply workers, my
interpretation of this table is that we have supply workers filling these positions, the remarks are the reasons
why these positions are being filled. In some cases because the posts are in the process of being recruited, in
another one because there is an additional need for a particular purpose at a particular time and this one,
because the officer that was doing that particular job has been seconded elsewhere and therefore there is a
need for a supply worker to fill that position and to do that work.

What we cannot do is recruit for that position because there is somebody who holds that position
already, albeit seconded somewhere else. So in the meantime, whilst that person is seconded we have to fill
that position with a supply worker.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, Mr Speaker, that has helped to clarify it quite substantially. However, if my
understanding is that the senior technician who is now seconded to the GFA — and it may be a separate
question that requires separate notice — if he is on secondment is he still being paid for by the college or the
GFA is footing that bill, then we can enter it another time.

The cover for that senior technician is only for 17 hours a week. That is way, way less of what the
senior technician used to work at the College. Does the Minister have any idea why there is only a need for
17 hours? Either the other fellow was under-utilised or there must be some other explanation. It is not a
like-for-like replacement from a full-time officer to someone being replaced for only 17 hours in the week;
17 hours in the week just about covers three days a week of actual school teaching time.

Hon. G H Licudi: Mr Speaker, | do not have a specific answer to that. It may be that the rest of the time
that the senior technician used to do in the College is being covered in another way with existing staff at the
College; it may be that that is the position. But what this table reflects is that we have a supply teacher
covering this position for 17 hours a week which is what the hon. Member has asked. Now if the hon.
Member says well why only 17 hours and what happens to the rest of the time that the senior technician
who has been seconded would have been working in the College, then that is information that | do not
currently have with me.

Hon. E J Reyes: If | may, because | hinted at this, does the Minister happen to know by chance whether
the senior technician seconded to the GFA is his salary still being paid from the College as a sort of
gratuitous secondment to the GFA or is the GFA footing that bill and therefore that money is not being paid
out in that salary and thus the college making a saving in salary?

Hon. G H Licudi: Mr Speaker, I do not know for sure as | was not involved in that specific
arrangement. | can only assume, subject to confirmation that the person is actually being paid by the GFA.
He is actually working at the GFA and therefore |1 would expect that the GFA would be paying for that
officer.

Q55/2015
Nature Protection Act contravention by Spanish fishermen —
Applications for summons

Clerk: Question 55, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Yes, Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Justice say if applications for summons to the
Spanish fishermen who allegedly contravened the Nature Protection Act due to raking of the sea floor on
Boxing Day just opposite Catalan Bay has now taken place and if so, please indicate if such summons will
apply to one vessel or to the six?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education and Justice.
Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):

Mr Speaker, | am informed by the Royal Gibraltar Police that they have not yet laid information before the
Magistrates’ Court for a summons to be issued in respect of this matter.
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Follow-up information to earlier questions

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, may |, before you move on to any other item, may I... as | think we all
cordially agreed this morning that the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth was going to try and
look up on the chart and | said if we had it, then it rested in the record of Hansard.

Also whilst I am on my feet, Mr Speaker, | do not know if the Minister, the new Minister for Housing
has had a chance to reconfirm that what she thought was going to be the terms and conditions of the
seconded, that they were out. Has she had a feedback from her Ministry that they were actually seconded
out or is she still not 100% certain on that one?

If we know it in this session it does save and then if | have to have any follow-ups I can give you due
notice for next month.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, in relation to the
question that was addressed to me, | did ask and the information was given to me, but | would rather wait
because the information might be more confusing to the hon. Member. Therefore | would like to clear with
the staff, which | have not had time because | have to go through it.

But rest assured that | will be sending him a letter with that information, most probably before the next
session.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, | am grateful, Mr Speaker, if | do have that like the Minister is trying his best to
achieve before the next session then if | need to have any follow up I fall within the category of giving due
notice of questions.

I do not know if the Minister for Housing wishes something or a similar situation that she will double
check and if there is a change to seconded out, then she will give me any due information.

Questions for Written Answer

Questions W1 to W18/2015 tabled
Clerk: Answers to Written Questions, the Hon. the Chief Minister.

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, | have the honour to table the answers to Written
Questions numbered W1 to W18/2015 inclusive.

Order of the Day

BILLS
FIRST AND SECOND READING

Public Services Ombudsman (Amendment) Bill 2014 —
First Reading approved

Clerk: Order of the Day. Bills — First and Second Reading.
(i) A Bill for an Act to amend the Public Services Ombudsman Act 1998 and related matters.
The Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, before | move that the Bill be read, let me just explain that although this is a Bill for an Act to
amend the Public Services Ombudsman Act and | am not the Minister responsible for the Ombudsman, in
discussion with my colleague, because this Bill pertains exclusively to matters relating to complaints
against the Gibraltar Health Authority, | have the honour to move that a Bill for an Act to amend the Public
Services Ombudsman Act 1998 and related matters be read a first time.
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Mr Speaker: | now put the question, which is that a Bill for an Act to amend the Public Services
Ombudsman Act 1998 and related matters be read a first time.
Those in favour? (Members: Aye.) Those against? Carried.

Clerk: The Public Services Ombudsman (Amendment) Act 2014.

Public Services Ombudsman (Amendment) Bill 2014 —
Second Reading approved

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, | have the honour to move that the Bill now be read a second time.

Mr Speaker, the Bill amends the Public Service Ombudsman Act 1998 so as to, as set out in the
Government’s manifesto, pass the responsibility for the investigation of complaints against the Gibraltar
Health Authority for non-administrative matters from the GHA and the Panel constituted under the
Gibraltar Health Authority Complaints Review Panel Act 2004, to the Public Service Ombudsman. (A
Member: Hear, hear.)

The Bill provides for this transfer by amending the definition of an action which may be investigated by
the Ombudsman so as to include complaints against the Gibraltar Health Authority, allowing the
Ombudsman to specify certain members of his staff to be tasked specifically with investigating complaints
against the Gibraltar Health Authority, creating a power for the Public Service Ombudsman to appoint one
or more clinical assessors who must be external to the Gibraltar Health Authority, so as to advise him in
relation to complaints against the Gibraltar Health Authority, setting out the circumstances where the
Ombudsman may obtain medical records in addition to the powers already in the Act and deeming that a
person who has made a complaint has waived his or her rights of confidentiality against the Gibraltar
Health Authority with respect to the passing of the records and information to the Public Service
Ombudsman and repealing the Gibraltar Health Authority Complaints Review Panel Act 2004 and making
transitional provisions for outstanding matters.

I commend this Bill to the House. (Banging on desks)

Mr Speaker: Before | put the question, does any hon. Member wish to speak on the general principles
and merits of the Bill?

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, the Opposition will be voting in favour of this Bill. We
are satisfied that the Ombudsman and his staff, who have now set up a health jurisdiction for Gibraltar, will
continue to discharge their statutory duties in a professional, impartial and thorough manner.

The track record of this independent public service is evidenced where most complaints and disputes are
arbitrated successfully to the satisfaction of all involved.

However, the Opposition would like to learn in more detail, how written or GHA formal complaints will
be processed in practical terms and whether regular reports will still be submitted to the GHA Board for
scrutiny on the range of complaints made, whether they have been upheld or not and what has been learnt
or improved as a consequence of the complaints.

Will the Public Services Ombudsman with its clinical assessors, as the Hon. Minister has mentioned,
will these clinical assessors have a presence in the GHA, an office where service users can submit a written
complaint and fill in the required paperwork, or will they need to attend the Ombudsman’s Office in person
to do so? We hope the process will not be overly cumbersome so that members of the public do not feel
reluctant to access the service.

Now, if the service user is dissatisfied with the outcome of the written or formal complaint, can the Hon.
Minister explain if the Ombudsman will provide another tier of appeal by a higher authority, such as an
independent panel, and how this appeals process will be different to that of the present GHA Independent
Complaints Review Panel? And obviously we understand that this is of course, was the main reason for the
Government’s manifesto commitment for the Ombudsman to adopt the GHA’s Complaint Procedure.

Where the Opposition requires some clarification from the Hon. Minister, Mr Speaker, is in relation to
dealing with verbal or what are known as the GHA informal complaints and the provision also of a Patient
Advisory Service, which at present is so adeptly, or has been so adeptly provided by the GHA’s Complaints
Coordinator and her team. With regard to these informal complaints, will the same process continue where
a verbal complaint is made to the senior staff member of the Department where the complaint originated; or
will the Ombudsman’s Office provide permanent personnel in the form of clinical assessors at the GHA to
deal with and arbitrate this, perhaps less serious complaints? Can the Minister advise who will process these
recorded informal complaints so that the information can be reported to the GHA Board?
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And can the Hon. Minister advise as to the continuation of the successful Patient Advisory Service,
where up until now the GHA Complaints Team troubleshoots by assisting users who do not wish to
complain but need help, information or advice on GHA services? Will some members of the GHA’s
Complaints Team continue with this role or will they be transferred as new employees of the Public
Services Ombudsman’s Office, or will this role just move to another Department of the GHA, for example
the reception area of St. Bernard’s Hospital? Or indeed will this service be discontinued completely?

All members of our community hope that the new Ombudsman GHA Complaints Service will — and |
quote from Health Matters 2012-13 here —

‘provide a mechanism for users to report their grievances if they are dissatisfied with the services, to provide a way
for the GHA as an organisation to listen to users, to create an understanding of patients’ negative experiences and
identify poor practice and gaps in service and to identify any poorly performing service or department so that the
GHA can improve its standards of care and service in that area.’

Mr Speaker, we are confident the Public Services Ombudsman can deliver on this, which is why this
side of the House will be voting in favour of the Bill. However, reassurance from the Hon. Minister as to
the provision of a complete service, i.e. to include a Patient Advisory Service, informal and formal
complaints arbitration and an appeals process, would be desirable.

Mr Speaker: Before | call upon the mover to reply, does any other hon. Member wish to contribute to
this debate?
I call upon the mover to reply. Hon. Dr Cortes.

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Mr Speaker, | would like to thank the hon. Lady for those comments. | want to
reassure her and | think 1 will cover all the points that she has raised, that we will continue with a complete
service and | would like to think more complete than it used to be. The aim is certainly to improve the
service that users can access.

If | start from one point right away, and that is to confirm that clearly the new procedures will be
reported on a regular basis to the Board and the Board will review them — and I know the hon. Lady knows
as a former member of the Board — and the Board will review them regularly at its meetings.

The Ombudsman will be providing a Complaints Handling Scheme and | believe that the Members of
staff who will be handling that have already been recruited, who will be based within the GHA. They will
have an office there and will be accessible directly to the public and will be able to provide together with
the support of the Unit Managers and the clinical staff and indeed, my own office staff, a very wide patient
advisory service to, as often happens, clarify queries which often avoid the need for complaints to be
carried out in a more formal manner.

The very basic complaints will, as now be dealt with in the first instance by the members of staff
themselves and very often minor complaints can be cleared at that level. If that does not work or if
members of the public want to take that further, then the Complaints Handling Scheme officers will carry
out an investigation liaising with members of the GHA staff, but always answerable to the Ombudsman.

The next level, if that does not satisfy it, the complaints will be referred to one of the Investigation
Officers at the Ombudsman’s Office who will be the second level who will try and determine the effects or
the results of the complaint. Finally, if that is not satisfactory, then — and this of course as | mentioned
earlier — it will allow the possibility of independent clinical assessors to come in and look at any clinical
aspects that have to be reviewed, and the appeal will be to the Ombudsman himself, who will then set up
the necessary investigation, if there has to be a further level of investigation.

So I think that we will have the benefit of additional members of staff from the Ombudsman’s Office
working within St Bernard’s Hospital. Clearly if the complaints are about other sites, people will be
requested to visit St Bernard’s Hospital, as is the case at the moment, and | believe that this produces a
robust service which I think will benefit the members of the public as a whole.

I think, Mr Speaker, that that covers the questions that the hon. Member has raised and therefore I
commend the Bill to the House.

Mr Speaker: | now put the question, which is that a Bill for an Act to amend the Public Services
Ombudsman Act 1998 and related matters be read a second time.
Those in favour? (Members: Aye.) Those against? Carried.

Clerk: The Public Services Ombudsman (Amendment) Act 2014.
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Public Services Ombudsman (Amendment) Bill 2014 —
Committee Stage and Third Reading to be taken at this sitting

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, | beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third Reading of the Bill be taken today, if all
hon. Members agree.
740
Mr Speaker: Do all hon. Members agree that the Committee Stage and Third Reading of the Bill be
taken today? (Members: Aye.)

Procedural

Mr Speaker: | understand that we are not proceeding today with the second Bill, the one to amend the
745 Parliament Act. It will be left over for the next meeting of the next meeting of the House.

COMMITTEE STAGE AND THIRD READING

Public Services Ombudsman (Amendment) Bill 2014 —
Clauses considered and approved

Clerk: Committee Stage and Third Reading.
The Hon. the Chief Minister.

750 Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, | have the honour to move that the House should
resolve itself into Committee to consider the Public Services Ombudsman (Amendment) Bill 2014, clause
by clause.

In Committee of the whole Parliament
755

Clerk: A Bill for an Act to amend the Public Services Ombudsman Act 1998 and related matters.
Clauses 1 to 3.

760 Mr Chairman: Clauses 1 to 3 stand part of the Bill.
Clerk: The long title.

Mr Chairman: Stands part of the Bill.

BILLS FOR THIRD READING
765
Public Services Ombudsman (Amendment) Bill 2014 —
Third Reading approved; Bill passed

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, | have the honour to report that the Public Service
Ombudsman (Amendment) Bill 2014, has been considered in Committee and agreed to without
amendments and | now move that it be read a third time and passed.

770

Mr Speaker: | now put the question, which is that the Public Service Ombudsman (Amendment) Bill
2014 be read a third time and passed.

Those in favour? (Members: Aye.) Those against? Carried.
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ADJOURNMENT
775
Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, for the beginning of the fourth consecutive year, it is
my honour to move that the House do now adjourn sine die to return next month to continue its process of
monthly meetings. (Banging on desks)
780 Mr Speaker: | now propose a question, which is that the House do now adjourn sine die.

I now put the question, which is that this House do now adjourn sine die. Those in favour? (Members:
Aye.) Those against? Carried.
The House will now adjourn sine die.

The House adjourned at 4.16 p.m.
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The Gibraltar Parliament

The Parliament met at 9.15 a.m.

[MR SPEAKER: Hon. A J Canepa GMH OBE in the Chair]

[CLERK TO THE PARLIAMENT: P E Martinez Esq in attendance]

PRAYER
Mr Speaker

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Clerk: Meeting of Parliament, Thursday, 19th February 2015.
Order of Proceedings: (i) Oath of Allegiance; (ii) Confirmation of Minutes — the Minutes of the last
meeting of Parliament which was held on 22nd and 29th January 2015.
Mr Speaker: May | sign the Minutes as correct? (Members: Aye.)
Mr Speaker signed the Minutes.

Clerk: (iii) Communications from the Chair; (iv) Petitions; (v) Announcements; (vi) Papers to be laid;
(vii) Reports of Committees; (viii) Answers to Oral Questions.

Questions for Oral Answer

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TELECOMMUNICATIONS & THE GSB

Q163-168/2015
Trainees —
Details of levels followed

Clerk: We commence today with Question 163, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, can the Government provide details of how many of the Trainees who
obtained NVQs Level 1, as listed in answer to Question 768/2014, have continued working towards
obtaining NVQ Level 2; providing a breakdown showing the corresponding NVQ discipline being
followed?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this question with Questions 164 to 168.

Clerk: Question 164, the Hon. E J Reyes.
Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Government provide details of any of the Trainees who obtained NVQs Level

2, as listed in answer to Question 768/2014, have continued working towards obtaining NVQ Level 3;
providing a breakdown showing the corresponding NVQ discipline being followed?




30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, THURSDAY, 19th FEBRUARY 2015

Clerk: Question 165, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer provided to Question 60/2015, can the Government say by when
it is estimated that the Assessor at the Engineering Training Centre will obtain the required EAL Award in
Assessing Competence in the Work Environment Level 3; as well as indicating who is carrying out any
official assessment duties until the necessary qualifications are obtained by the individual concerned?

Clerk: Question 166, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Government provide the missing information in respect of all the 134 Trainees
listed in answer to Question 768/2014, as the information provided through answer to Question 62/2015
only accounts for 123 Trainees in respect of NVQs attained?

Clerk: Question 167, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Government provide revised and/or updated information in respect of the 74
Trainees listed in answer to Question 766/2014, as the information provided in answer to Question 63/2015
accounts for 75 Trainees in respect of NVQs they are currently undertaking?

Clerk: Question 168, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Government provide details of any new Trainees enrolled at either (a)
Construction Trades Training Centre; (b) Engineering Trades Training Centre, since the answer provided to
Question 64/2015, listing the specific discipline or course being followed indicating at what NVQ Level,
the Examination Board and Awarding Body who will upon successful completion certify the award, as well
as stating at which Training Centre they are enrolled?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Mr
Speaker, the Trainees progressing to Level 2 are in the following trades: Carpentry — four; Bricklaying —
two; Plastering — two; and Wall and Floor Tiling — one.

The Trainees progressing from Level 2 to Level 3 are in Carpentry — four; and in Bricklaying — one.

The Assessor undergoing training within the Engineering Training Centre is expected to attain the
qualification by the end of September 2015. Currently official assessment duties are overseen by the
Gibraltar College.

The 11 Trainees omitted from the answer to Question 62 were 10 trainees obtaining NVQ Level 1 in
Plumbing, accredited by City & Guilds and one trainee NVQ Level 3 in Fabrication and Welding and
accredited by EAL.

In respect of the answer given to Question 63/2015, the extra trainee at NVQ Level 2 was in Carpentry.
The correct figure was one trainee and not two. 24 trainees have now enrolled at the Construction Training
Centre and are following City & Guilds NVQ Level 1 Courses in Painting and Decorating, Carpentry and
Plumbing.

Hon. E J Reyes: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | have got a small query that perhaps the Minister can clarify
for me. Having been able to see an actual certificate of an NVQ Award, the Minister keeps on referring to
the awarding body as City & Guilds yet on the certificate it says that it is the Construction Industry Training
Board (CITB).

Does the Minister have any sort of explanation as to why on the one hand we call it City & Guilds and
the certificate as such is issued under the nomenclature of CITB?

Hon. J J Bossano: Well | am not able to clarify the point about the specific certificate he is talking
about because | have not seen it, but | can tell him that at one stage the City & Guilds and the CITB were
awarding the qualifications jointly.

Quite recently, | think within the last 18 months, they split and now they no longer provide — they
provide the same qualification but they are now separate. So there are people who will have a certificate
that will have both logos, as it were, and there will be people who will only have CITB and there will be
people who will have City & Guilds.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, Mr Speaker, it helps at least to a certain extent to clarify that. Should the Minister
ever come into further information of division or reunification of boards and so on, | would be grateful —
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even if it is behind the Speaker’s Chair, if he just updates me, because sometimes | try to look on official
websites to try and see the actual contents of the syllabus and one does not know whether to search under
City & Guilds or under CITB. Whatever the Minister can do for ease of reference, | appreciate that.

Hon. J J Bossano: | am not sure that there is much difference in the content, although one of the
reasons why... well, the initial move, as the hon. Member knows because | told him, I think, three years
ago when | started on this, was that there were employers in the industry who were saying they preferred
City & Guilds. He was right in that the information that | brought to the House, which was information that
they had provided to me, which was that they were talking about City & Guilds as if it was a different
qualification, when in fact it is a different awarding body, which is something he pointed out to me and was
right. But | was acting on information that they gave me which | was not in a position to question.

So in terms of the awarding bodies, | do not think the difference between them is all that much, given
that until a couple of years ago, they were both doing the same syllabus. But | am told that in the City &
Guilds version, there is now more practical work and less written work, and that | think is an important
consideration, because we have a problem in that many of the school leavers and some of the older people
in the industry who are coming back to get qualifications are not all that proficient in the English language.
Although they know what they are doing and they can describe it to you in Spanish if you question them, it
does not mean necessarily that they can write a thesis on it.

So to the extent that there is a difference other than for example that the training is how more geared to
maintenance work because we believe that is where the long-term future is in terms of secure jobs rather
than putting up buildings which go up, and then when they are finished there is no more work, other than
that element which would be the same whichever of the two we took, I think that is the main difference.

But I will try and get the information for the hon. Member that is more accurate than the one | can give
him standing on my feet.

Hon. E J Reyes: Thank you, Mr Speaker, and just to state in this House, | concur wholeheartedly with
the Minister’s views: City & Guilds does have quite a good reputation. Certainly employers in Gibraltar for
many, many years have been satisfied with the standards required from City & Guilds and ‘if it ain’t
broken, why fix it?” So the Minister will continue to receive my support if he carries on down the avenue of
City & Guilds.

At the end of the day, | think all sides of this House prefer to have good quality craftsmen, irrespective
of what the nomenclature on the certificate may say.

Hon. J J Bossano: | am grateful for his support, Mr Speaker.

Q169/2015
Public service employees —
Increase in numbers

Clerk: Question 169, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, what permanent increases have there been in numbers in employees
in the public service since 1st April 2014 broken down by reference to the Civil Service, the GDC and any
other Government company, public authority or entity for which the Government is accountable?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Mr
Speaker, the figures for December 2014 are not yet available. The increases in respect of the figures given
for 31st March last year have increased by the end of September as follows: Civil Service — 4; GDC — 33;
Public Agencies and Authorities — 72.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, does this include the over 70 recruits for the Customs Department, the
figures that the Hon. Minister has provided?
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Hon. J J Bossano: No, those would be civil servants and there are only four, so four cannot possibly
include 72.

Hon. D A Feetham: So in fact the figure — obviously we do not have the figures post-September, | will
ask again next month, but the figure is likely to be closer to 200 extra bodies within the public service as a
whole as from March of last year?

Hon. J J Bossano: | am not able to confirm that figure. All I can tell him is that this is based on the
same analysis that | gave him for 31st March figure which is the number of... If | remind the hon. Member,
this is the quarterly exercise that is done by the Statistics Office, which was being done when he was in
Government and every three months they produce a snapshot of the people that there are working at the end
of the quarter. If you compare one quarter with the other, the difference that you get is the figures that |
have given him.

I mean it is a net figure so there will be some Departments that have gone up and some that have come
down; but the bottom line is that there are four more civil servants, 33 more GDC grades and 72 more in the
agencies and authorities.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, the actual net increase... | have done the calculations, he may not
agree but the actual net increase from March 2012 to March 2014, within the public service as a whole, that
includes Civil Service, GDC, authorities, entities, etc was 513 at a recurrent cost to the Taxpayer, in terms
of recurrent expenditure, of £8.2 million if we take into account the lowest possible pay scale. So it is
actually likely to be more than that.

Does the hon. Member feel comfortable with these increases in recurrent expenditure and these
increases in the public service or does he feel that perhaps he feels comfortable now but that moving
towards the future, this is something that is going to have to be re-examined, these increases in the public
service, because Gibraltar cannot sustain such increases in recurrent expenditure?

Hon. J J Bossano: | assume, Mr Speaker, that the 513 that he is referring to is the figure that | gave him
for last year, but not the figure in this question.

Hon. D A Feetham: The figure is a figure calculated from the Estimates Book and also answers that the
hon. Gentleman has given me and it is from March 2012 to March 2014. So it is those two full years for
which the Government is responsible, there has been an increase, a net increase in the public service of 513
bodies at the lowest pay scale that is £8.2 million of recurrent expenditure that has been added to the
recurrent expenditure bill on an annual basis.

Hon. J J Bossano: | think his figures are wrong, Mr Speaker, but of course it is difficult to analyse what
he is saying because he has asked me what has happened since March 2014 and now he produces a figure
of what has happened since March 2012. Well, if he wanted to know the figure since 2012 | would have
had that produced and then | would have given it to him but | am not sure his figure of 513 for that period is
there because | have not checked it myself and | have not provided it at this stage.

What | provided him for example the last time he put this question which was for the Financial Year
2013-14 was that there were 47 more civil servants and 12 more GDC. So if his figures were accurate,
which | do not believe they are, it would suggest that in the first year there must have been an increase of
400. I do not recall 400 more civil servants or GDC employees, certainly not GDC because | remember the
GDC number since | was much more involved in the GDC administration than in the Civil Service side and
I remember that there certainly was not that level at all. | think what we had initially was the 84 people who
came back from the Civil Service and in fact in the first year, those 84 might have gone up maybe by 30 to
about 111, something like that from recollection that is in 2012-13.

So if in the first 12 months we had about 20-odd in the GDC extra and since then we have had 12 in the
second year, which makes it 36, | do not see how he can get to 500 in the period. But | will go back and
check the figure and if he wants to ask me the same question again, | will tell him whether | think the
financial side of the question is correct.

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, | can assure him that we have been meticulous in our
consideration, but if the answer is that the hon. Gentleman has given this House... but also in the
comparison of Estimate Books as to compared to previous Estimate Books — but leaving aside the question
of the past, we are talking about this year, substantial increases within the public service and the figures that
he has given me are likely to increase, they do not take into account the 70-odd Customs officers who have
also been recruited. What | am asking is, in terms of Government policy and intention moving towards the
future, does he feel comfortable with that kind of increase within the public service and the recurrent
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expenditure that entails, or does he believe, as indeed | believe, that moving towards the future, there really
has to be a taking of stock and keeping under control those numbers of coming into the public service,
because in the current climate | do not think that is sustainable, moving forwards.

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, it is self-evident that what is not sustainable is that everybody should finish up
working in the public sector, which is what most people would like, because there would be nobody left in
the private sector to pay taxes.

So clearly, the philosophy has to be that we employ people in the public service, not because people like
to be in the public service because they are much better off, but because the public service needs them in
order to deliver the service. And I think the philosophy of any government has to be to make use of the
human resource that employing people is, in the most efficient way possible so that without the quality of
the service suffering, we do it with the least number of people that it is possible to do it, so as to keep the
cost within sustainable limits.

But it has to be accepted, I think, that if there have been four more civil servants since March, in that
six-month period, it is because a case has been made for the need for those four additional ones. I can tell
the hon. Member that generally the case is made for ten times that many and if there are four there, it is
quite likely that the request was for 40 in the first place — something that | am sure he can recall from his
days in Government as being the norm. The Departments always argue that they need more people and |
have yet to see a Department that comes and offers to release staff to another one.

But as a general rule, in my view, the correct approach to take is that to accept that by the very nature of
things there will be changes in the requirements of the Government service which make it necessary to
increase in some areas and as far as possible those increases should be compensated by reductions in other
areas, where the need may not have been as much in the present as it was in the past.

So we should try as far as we can to ensure that there is no net increase, even though there may be
increases in some professions or some grades where an expert is required but which can be compensated by
not replacing some people that we lose in other areas.

That would be, in my view, something that we should all aim to achieve but easier said than done.

Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, Mr Speaker, easier said than done. When | was in Government, | only had a
PA and a secretary. Probably because as | told him last month, | am rather averse to increasing the recurrent
expenditure bill for the Government.

But, Mr Speaker, does he have any figures in terms of what the additions to the recurrent expenditure
bill, there is going to be with these additions that he has provided this House in answer to the question that |
have asked him at all. Does he have those calculations there?

Hon. J J Bossano: Mr Speaker, no because in some cases, it means that if the people have come in
during the course of the last six months, they may have been provided for in the estimates we have
approved in this House, but that money is not being paid from 1st April so you have a situation where 1
mean, between now and the end of March, nothing much is going to change.

I think the reflection of additional costs in personal emoluments will be seen once the estimates are
closed and brought to the House. But | can tell him that at this stage, not all the Departments have put in
their requests so we have not yet got a global figure that I could give him an indication of whether we are
going to be facing a much bigger increase than in other years or the same model as other years.

But I can assure him that the efficient use of manpower is a fundamental element in any sensible policy
in terms of the public service and therefore | would not disagree with that.

Q170/2015
Government projects —
Costs and contracts awarded to GJBS and Bizzy Bee Ltd
Clerk: Question 170, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, how much has the Government paid GJBS in respect of Government
projects since it took office, divided by financial years?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this question together with Question 171.
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Clerk: Question 171, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, please provide details of all contracts that have been awarded to
Bizzy Bee Ltd by the Government, any Government-owned company or public authority or entity?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Mr
Speaker, the amount paid by the Government to GJBS in respect of Government projects by financial year
was as follows: 2011-12, pro rata for the fourth quarter given that he is asking since we were elected, was
£7.691 million; 2012-13 — £13.165 million; 2013-14 — £31.436 million; and 2014-15, the first three
quarters, that is until December — £38.525 million.

The details in respect of the contracts awarded to Bizzy Bee are contained in the schedule which I now
hand to the hon. Member.

Schedule to PQ 171 of 2015
Scud Hill Steps  ~ - . 3 £160.00
Hargraves Parade - ) . £540.00).
Town Range 0, ; £1,600.00
Town Range £300.00
Town Range . T .- .- £100.00
Red Sands House ) £335.00
Sheffield House v T . - £87.00
Town Range ; ; £400.00
Town Rangé : £450.00
Town Range . g £130.00
Town Range .. " £1,750.00
Wilson's Ramp U8, - £600.00
St Jago's | T £160.00
St Jago's . £475.00
St Jago's £318.00
Stanley Building. £600.00
Gavino's Dwellings : ' £1,100.00
St Jago's , £700.00
St Jago's ’ . £2,100.00
Flat Bastion Road e £163.00
Key House Moorish Castle ' £212.00]|
Causeway House 3 " - £340.00
Willis's Road = £496.00
North Pavillion .- £280.00
Flat Bastion Road £375.00
Alameda House ‘ ; £200.00
‘|Vineyard House . £135.00
- |Prince Edward's Road £100.00
Town Range . * £600.00
Town Range . £1,100.00
Town Range . £700.00
Town Range i ’ £1,100.00
Alameda House " £800.00
Victoria House ) ) £300.00
Canton House . £400.00
Hargraves Parade £108.00
Brother O'Brien ) i ¢ £108.00
Warspite House . . . £108.00
Kestrel House ; £108.00
Hood House . ' ' £500.00
Goole House - £410.00|
St John's Court : . £130.00
Ramillies House . £81.00
Tarik House i i 5 £392.00
Archbishop Amigo House - .. £90.00] -
‘|Rodney House ; £100.00
Hood House ) £245.00
St Jago's . - § w3 ; " £80.00
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Medview Terrace voa . £80.00
Ince House . . ] " . £100.00
Arengo's Palace . . £80.00|
Gavino's Dwellings : . £80.00]:
Devil's Tower Road e . £3,000.00f
Light House . £550.00
Governor's Meadow Promenade .~ | .- £300.00
Stanley Building ) £2,700.00
Town Range 5 : £1,200.00
Stanley Building o " £3,340.00
Canton House ‘ £420.00
[StJohn's Court o £300.00
Hermes House . e £250.00
Victoria House g £340.00
Flat Bastion Road ) ’ ) £350.00
Victoria House £1,400.00
Stanley Building £12,789.95
Anderson House ) £1,300.00
South Barrack Ramp . - £450.00
- |St Josephs . £320.00
Kingsway House £400.00
Alameda House £150.00
Shamrock House ) £300.00
Alameda House : } ‘ £130.00
St John's Court £1,240.00
North Pavillion 3 £300.00
Churchill House : £416.00
St Josephs £570.00
Stanley Building - © £21,732.00
Town Range Car Park £200.00
Arengo's House : : £588.54
St John's Court ; o £300.00
Ballymena House, Laguna Estate ' £600.00
Somerset Court ~ ) £260.00
Oronsay House ’ £225.00
Scud Hill House, Scud Hill ' . £7,097.50
Stanley Building, North Fagade £25,583.64
Coelho House ; *£1,280.00
Knights Court ’ : £600.00
Prince Edwards Road : £970.00
Valiant House : ) £100.00
Orsova House - : : : £761.00
Stanley Building, North East _ ~ £10,128.46
Scud Hill House, Scud Hill 18 £6,492.32
‘|ironside House, Glacis Estate. o £25.00|
Cathay House, VBE - : ] £60.00
Goole House ) S £191.00] .
Fearless House, Laguna Estate : £855.00
Aquitania House, VBE . £1,766.00
Portmore House, Glacis Estate. -l £324.00

Mr Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, if I can draw the hon. Gentleman’s attention to the schedule that he
very kindly sent across the floor of the House in relation to Bizzy Bee Limited, the hon. Gentleman will see
a final entry which is the Varyl Begg Estate entry for £97,000. Bearing in mind that my question was details
of all contracts that have been awarded to Bizzy Bee by the Government and effectively the public sector, it
says £97,000 but my understanding is — and indeed I think it has been confirmed in communiques from the
Government in answer to communiques from us in relation to this particular company — that the Varyl Begg
tender was for £1.5 million.

Why the discrepancy between the £97,000 in relation to Varyl Begg and the £1.5 million which we
know is roughly the figure in terms of the award for the total works of the Varyl Begg Estate?
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Hon. J J Bossano: Well, Mr Speaker, because | assumed that what he wanted to know was what had
been paid to date, given that the answer to the question that he is now putting to me he already has and by
the Rules of the House he is not supposed to ask me questions to which he already has the answer.

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, | think the question is very clear. It is: please provide details of
all contracts that have been awarded to Bizzy Bee. What he has given me then is a schedule of payments
made to Bizzy Bee. So effectively in terms of the quantity, the size of the contracts and the money that is
going to be paid at some future date is obviously going to be significantly higher. Indeed it is probably
going to be more than double what we see here, probably more than quadruple what we see here, because
the Varyl Begg contract in itself was £1.5 million and only £97,000 is accounted for.

Does he have the figures there of the actual contract, and it is a question that | have asked, the details of
all the contracts awarded in terms of the price, the contract price awarded to Bizzy Bee rather than what has
been paid?

Perhaps in terms of some of these | suppose, some of the smaller jobs, the figures here are the contract
award because perhaps some of these smaller awards Town Range £1,600 that is what has been paid in
respect of this particular project, | mean | do not know. But what | am interested in is really the contract
award and the price that has been awarded to Bizzy Bee for contracts awarded by the Government.

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, the contract for Varyl Begg the answer is that he had the information before
he put the question so he knows that and in respect of the others, those are jobs that have all been completed
and the figure there is the full price for each job.

Hon. D A Feetham: Just to be clear, all the way up to Ramillies House for £1,286, all of that includes
the sum paid and the contract price awarded to Bizzy Bee, | want to be absolutely clear about that, that is
the money paid, plus the price agreed with the Government for these jobs, right up to Varyl Begg Estate.

Hon. J J Bossano: It is what | have told him, Mr Speaker.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, in relation to the question on GJBS the £7 million, £13 million, £31
million and £38 million, does he have any breakdown in relation to how this is broken down in relation to
projects at all there, by way of supplementary information that his civil servants may have provided?

Hon. J J Bossano: No, this is not something that they can produce at the drop of a hat. It would take a
lot of time to go back and check. This is all money that has been paid on projects that have been approved
by this Parliament in the Improvement and Development Fund.

I cannot tell him... the money in any one year is not necessarily all in a project that started and ended in
that same year. As he knows, most of the capital projects overlap one year and the next so there will be jobs
that started maybe in their time which finished after 2011-12 and some maybe carrying on.

There are things that involve going back and putting work right that goes back to the time of OEM and
the estates that were left in the lurch and had to be put right and are still having work done to them. So the
answer is, | can get it for him but it will take some time to do it and it will probably mean that there will be
the same projects appearing in more than one year and it will be matched by the amount that the House has
approved. This is money approved and paid for the projects in question.

Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, Mr Speaker, bearing in mind that GJBS are undertaking some very major
projects for the Government, they are undertaking the £24 million project in respect of the small boats
marina and they are also undertaking the project in respect of the cladding to the three estates, Glacis,
Laguna and Moorish Castle and also they are undertaking the construction of the affordable homes in the
Aerial Farm near Eastern Beach, we are talking about some very substantial projects undertaken by GJBS
on my calculation, roughly nearly £200 million.

Is it safe to say, and does he agree, that these figures do not take into account the major outlay that is to
come from the Government in respect of those major projects totalling nearly £200 million?

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, | do not think | am qualified to judge him on the fairness of the things that he
says (Interjection and laughter) but whether it is fair or not, it is not accurate because he needs to
understand that | am giving him the answer to the question that he asked, which is on the Government’s
projects. He knows that when he was in Government, the Government was paying some things as
Government projects and some things were not being paid as Government projects, and it is the same still
today.

10
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Hon. D A Feetham: Well, can he elaborate on that answer? What does he mean, the Government paid
some projects as Government projects and some projects not as Government projects in the light of that
£200 million outlay by the Government towards GJBS for the completion of those three construction
projects that | mentioned in my question earlier?

Hon. J J Bossano: What | mean, Mr Speaker, is that as was the case before December 2011 when
GJBS was being paid, for example £40 million or £50 million from the 1&D Fund and other things were
being paid because the car parks were being done by the car park company. So the car park company was
paying for the car parks and that is something that was happening, so the system continues to be as he did it.

Whether there is still £200 million more or less to meet, | cannot confirm because that is speculative. |
have not done the numbers and | only use numbers when | am sure they are accurate.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, | cannot, with respect to the hon. Gentleman, think for one moment
that he has not looked at these figures and that he has not calculated what is outstanding and what is to be
paid either via a Government-owned company or directly from the Government or wherever, to GJBS in
respect of £200 million which he knows that GIJBS has got to be paid in respect of all these projects. | just
cannot fathom that, | know the hon. Gentleman well and quite frankly | cannot see that he has not made that
calculation.

But let me ask him this. Does he accept that the Government does not have the money at this present
moment, in order to pay — ?

Mr Speaker: No, sorry, it does not arise from the original question.

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, if Mr Speaker rules the question out, then obviously I am going
to have to sit down because that —

Mr Speaker: If the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition in respect of GIJBS has asked a very simple
question, how much has the Government paid GJBS in respect of Government projects since it took office,
divided by financial years. It has been answered in the manner in which the Hon. the Leader of the
Opposition asked the question. It has been answered.

Now he is expecting the Government to look into the future and give an answer to an all embracing
supplementary that does not arise from the original question. It is as simple as that.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, may | provide Mr Speaker with my views in the most respectful
manner that | can, but they are my views. (Laughter)

Mr Speaker, the whole purpose of this question is to look at how much money has been paid to GJBS in
respect of those very substantial projects and to then determine how far the Government has the cash flow
to pay for those projects. Because if the Government has still an outlay of for example £160 million in
respect of these projects, bearing in mind that this is the Government that says it is going to complete its
manifesto commitments within this term, that is another £160 million that it has to pay and of course our
contention is, that the Government does not have the money to pay.

But of course, if Mr Speaker rules the question as inadmissible, then | obviously respect that decision
but | think that he knew where we were coming from in the same way as obviously, because my intention in
asking this question is pretty clear to anybody that has thought about this particular issue.

Mr Speaker: It is perfectly admissible for the Leader of the Opposition to seek further information in
respect of the information that has been given of the expenditure for all these financial years that is
perfectly admissible. But the supplementary that he is asking goes far way beyond that and if what he
wanted was an answer in respect of future cash flow, he could have asked a specific question in the first
place. He can still do so for the future at the next meeting.

Q172-179/2015
Government finances —
Update

Clerk: Question 172, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister please state what the Government cash
reserves were as at 31st January 2015?

11
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Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development and Telecommunications.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this with Questions 173 to 179.

Clerk: Question 173, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister please provide a breakdown by bank and
amount of that part of the aggregate public debt which comprises public debt as at 31st January 2015?

Clerk: Question 174, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Chief Minister please provide this House with a breakdown by debenture
issue of that part of the aggregate public debt which comprises Government debentures as at 31st January
20157

Clerk: Question 175, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Chief Minister please provide details of the value of Gibraltar Savings
Bank debentures or other debt security as at 31st January 2015?

Clerk: Question 176, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Chief Minister please provide a breakdown of where and how all the
monies deposited in the Gibraltar Savings Bank have been invested and the rate of return on each of these
investments as at 31st January 2015?

Clerk: Question 177, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Please explain why the Government is not able to provide details of all
investments and transfers of monies made out of Gibraltar Investment (Holdings) Ltd over the last calendar
year, including the identity of the recipient.

Clerk: Question 178, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Government please explain why it is not prepared to provide details of all
monies deposited or investments made by the Government, in Gibraltar Investment (Holdings) Ltd over the
last calendar year, together with the dates and details of the bank and bank accounts into which the money
was deposited?

Clerk: Question 179, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Can the Government please explain why it is not prepared to provide details of the
terms in which Credit Finance Company Limited has deposited the sum of £347 million in Gibraltar
Investment (Holdings) Ltd and whether all the directors of Credit Finance approved that transaction?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Economic Development and Telecommunications.

Mr Speaker: | say to the Leader of the Opposition to assist him that he does not have to take notes in
respect of the answers to these eight questions, because | am going to provide him with the whole answer
immediately after the Minister has given the answer, alright? Because it is long and complex and it is eight
questions and it is difficult to follow.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Very
generous of you, Mr Speaker. (Laughter)

As at 31st January, the aggregate Public Debt consisting of bank debt was: Barclays Bank Plc £150
million; NatWest Offshore Limited £50 million.

Government debentures by maturity date were as follows: 2017 debentures £30,142,200; one month’s
notice £238,989.700.

The value of Gibraltar Savings Bank debentures and other debt security by maturity date was: one
month £30,741,400; 2015 debentures £10,960,900; 2016 debentures ~ £22,935,600; 2017  debentures
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£95,853,900; 2018 debentures £163,895,100; 2019 debentures £137,271,000; other debentures
£135,010,346; bonds £104,854,712; deposit accounts £237,463,243.

The average yield of the different categories of investments vehicles held by the Savings Bank for the
month of January are as follows:

On-call accounts with the Bank of England, the Crown Agents and Gibraltar Banks had an average yield
of around 0.55%. The Gibraltar banks were the Royal Bank of Scotland, Barclays Bank, National
Westminster, Jyske Bank and Lloyds Bank.

Floating Rates Notes quoted on the London Stock Exchange had an average yield of 0.98%, the Floating
Rates Notes were issued by the following: European Investment Bank, the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development, Neder Waterschapsbank, KfW, Republic of Finland, Volkswagen
Financial Services, Dexia, GE Capital UK, Westpac Securities, Australia & New Zealand Banking Group,
Centrica Plc, ASB Financial Services, Royal Bank of Canada, BG Energy Capital Plc, Suncorp Metway
Limited, BMW Finance and National Grid Gas Plc.

Monthly income debentures with a 6% return and preference shares in Credit Finance with an average
dividend of 5.6% were held. As previously explained, quoted stocks and call accounts fluctuate marginally
on a daily basis, these fluctuations are not significant.

I shall now hand over the Savings Bank Fund Statement listing the investments for January 2015. The
Government Cash Reserves for January were £52.79 million.

As stated in the previous answer, in respect of the investments of the Gibraltar Savings Bank and of
Credit Finance, | am not prepared to provide any further information than has been previously provided.
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Answer to QUestlon 179 - Schedule to Questlon 176 / 2015

SAVINGb BANK FUND

_BTATEMENT OF lNVESTMENTS ON 31 JANUARY 2015 ‘

NOMINAL

MARKET

. TOTAL -

DESCRIPTION OF STOCK MARKET
} : . VALUE _ PRICE - VALUE MARKET
: ~ ACCRUED ACCRUED VALUE ON
INTEREST % INTEREST 31/01/2015
EIB FLOATING RATE NOTE 22/02/17 £20,000,000.00 100.306|  £20,061,227.20| £20,089,368.02
. ) o 0141 £28,140.82
EIB FLOATING RATE NOTE 05/01/16 ~ . £20,000,000.00| §9.980|  £10,095947.40| £20,004,970.90
. : 0.045 £9,023.50| -
INTERNATIONAL BK RECON & DEV FRN 19/01/16 . £4,235,000.00 100.002 £4,235,068.01| £4,235,850.46
: : - S 0.018 £782.45|- B
NEDER WATERSCHAPSEANK FRN 09/04/18 £12,200,000.00 100,000[  £12,200,000.00| '£12,205,441.09
2 0.045 £5,441.00
KFW FRN 09/03/15 £17,000,000.00 99.098]  £16,999,611.38] £17,015,770.88
. 0.095 £16,159.50
REPUBLIC OF FINLAND FRN 25/2/16 £5,000,000.00 100.025 £5,001,252.95|  £5,006,807.98
, ) 0.111 £5,555,03
VOLKSWAGEN FIN SERV NV FRN 12/10/15 £5,000,000.00 99.995|  £4,999,749.05| £5,001,988.86
: . 0.045 £2,239.81
DEXIA CREDIT LOCAL FRN 15/4/16 £4,000,000.00 100.023|  £4,000,919.80|  £4,002;305.44
' 0.035 £1,385.64
GE CAPITAL UK FUNDING FRN 20/3/17 £2,000,000.00 99.776 £1,995,528.14| © £1,997,083.49
' 0.078 £1,555.35 ’
WESTPAC SECURITIES NZ LT FRN 2/10/17 £5,000,000.00 . 100.000 £5,000,000.00|  £5,003,644.92
0.073 £3,644.92
AUST & NZ BANKING GROUP FRN 4/2/16 " £5,000,000.00 100.195 £5,009,760.80|  £5,019,633.27
. 0197 £9,872.47
CENTRICA PLC 5.5% 24/10/16 £6,000,000.00| 106.931 £6,415,885.32|  £6,505,392.17
1.492 £89,506.85
ASB FINANCE LTD LONDON FRN 13/03/17 £5,000,000.00 100.264 £5,013,184.70|  £5,020,526.04
I 0.147 £7,341.34) -
ROYAL BANK OF CANADA FRN 4/6/19 £5,000,000.00 100.081 £5,004,026.75|  £5,011,596.54
: 0.151 -£7,569.79
BG ENERGY CAPITAL PLC 5.125% 07/12/17 £5,000,000.00 109.351 £5,467,559.55|  £5,506,172.56|
: £38,613.01 ‘
VOLKSWAGEN FIN SERV NV 2.375% 13/11/18" £3,000,000.00 102.768|.  £3,083,037.36| £3,098,458.59
: ‘ . 0514 £15,421.23
SUNCORP-METWAY LTD FRN 06/10/17 £5,000,000.00 100.134|  £5006,718.60|  £5,010,705.96
: . . 0.080 £3,987.36
CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK FRN 15/1/18 £5,000,000.00 100.000 £5,000,000.00|  £5,001,643.16
s - . : 0.033 - £1,643.16
GE CAPllTAL UK FUNDING FRN 16/1/18 £3,000,000.00 ) 100.000 £3,000,000.00 £3,001,221.24
) 0.041( £1,221.24
GOVERNMENT DEBENTURES £218,000,000.00 100.000|  £218,000,000.00| £218,000,000.00]
BANK OF ENGLAND ' £22,404,330.15 100.000|  £22,404,330.15| £22,404,330.15
CFC SHARES £400,000,000.00 100.000 £400,000,000.00 £400,000,000.00
GSBA -  £5,000,000.00| - 100.000 £5,000,000.00]  £5,000,000.00
GIBTELECOM £37,798,895.33 100.000|  £37,798,895.33| £37,798,895.33
ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND GBP CALL A/C £5,553,361.56 100.000 £5,553,361.56|  £5,563,376.78
: g £1522( -
" |LLOYDS BANK GBP CALL AIC . £406,365.46 "100.000 £406,365.46 £408,037.76
- : . £1,672.30
BARCLAYS BANK £77,984,439.90 100.000{  £77,984,439.90| £77,984,439.90
NATIONAL WESTMINSTER OFFSHORE LTD . £29,855,599.00 100.000|  £29,855,599.00| £29,855,599.00
JYSKE BANK | £20,226,720.83 '100.000|  £20,226,720.83| £20,226,720.83
£953,664,712.23 T£954,069,081.32|. £954,969,961.32
CASH £4,000,000.00 100.000] - .£4,000,000.00)  £4,000,000.00
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Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, it is a disappointing answer in respect of Questions 177 and 178, |
have to say.

Mr Speaker, does he not realise that if the Government as we know has caused £347 million to be
transferred from Credit Finance into Gibraltar Investment Holdings Ltd, which is the holding company for
all Government-owned companies, and he himself last time round told me that this money was being used
“for Government Companies’ cash flow requirements’ — that is a direct quote from the answer that he gave
me last time round — that this House is entitled to know how that money is being spent in respect of all
those Government-owned companies?

Otherwise, it is impossible for this House, and then of course for the community at large through this
House, but certainly Her Majesty’s Opposition in this House, to scrutinise how large parts of the public
finances of this community are being handled and how the people’s money, savers’ money in this case is
being spent. Does he not recognise that effectively what the Government is doing, or the actions the
Government is taking are unprecedented in drawing the shutters on the Opposition’s ability to scrutinise
large parts of the public finances of this community?

A Member: Hear, hear.
Hon. J J Bossano: | do not agree with him, Mr Speaker.

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, let me link this to the previous supplementary questions that |
was asking, and this time they are legitimate because they arise from these questions.

Does he not accept that if what has happened — which we know has happened because this is what he
told me last time round, £347 million has gone from Credit Finance to Gibraltar Investment Holdings
Limited, in order to fund the cash flow requirements of all Government-owned companies — £347 million —
that money is bound to be used in order to fund some of those very same projects that | asked him about a
few moments ago — the £24 million in respect of the small boats marina, the cladding at the three estates
and the affordable homes? The reason why the Government is doing this is because it does not have the
money to do it directly itself, because cash reserves are now down from the last time that | asked the
question, from £60 million to £52 million and the Government cannot borrow more than £51 million. Last
time round he said £51 million, | suspect that with cash reserves at £52 million, that figure has also gone
down.

Effectively, what the Government is doing is using savers’ money, through Credit Finance and the
Gibraltar Investment Holdings now, as an unaccountable credit card. It is like going to the bank and
applying for a credit card to the bank, without declaring the fact that you already have credit cards with
other banks and with the credit limits all the way up to the hilt. That is what the Government is doing.

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, Mr Speaker, | do not agree with what he says that the Government is doing,
but I can tell him that | know exactly what he is doing. What he is doing is what he has been doing ever
since 9th December 2011 when we announced the expansion of the Savings Bank, which is to do
everything possible to undermine the success of the Savings Bank. And now, he starts off by saying ‘Well,
what has the Savings Bank invested in?’

Well look, no institution anywhere, state owned or private, who operates by taking savers’ money,
produces a monthly list of all the investments that it makes. It produces it once a year when it closes the
year and has audited accounts. He wants it every month, he gets it every month but then getting it every
month he says, ‘Ah yes, but you put the money in Credit Finance so who did Credit Finance give it to? GIH
and who did GIH give it to?” Eventually | suppose he will want me to tell him that somebody got paid on a
building site and went out and spent the money in Morrison’s so he can track down the last penny.
(Laughter)

Since the whole purpose of the exercise is not to protect the credit cards of anybody but in fact to
undermine the success of the Savings Bank which belongs to the people of Gibraltar, | am not in the
business of helping him to achieve that and therefore |1 am not prepared to tell him what is done with the
money that is part of the cash reserves. All | can tell him is that the pool of merging the cash reserves of all
the companies and the Government together and using it as a single pool was not invented by me; it was
invented by them in their time and we have continued with the same system.

And | can tell him, if he thinks | am going to give him information in this House so that somebody
writes an opinion in the Chronicle who describes himself as a GSD executive member and former Gibraltar
Government tax adviser, which is true, he used to be my tax adviser because | imported him (Laughter) and
having imported him to ensure that we collected more tax, he eventually left the Government and devoted
himself to advising people how to reduce their tax bills, a metamorphosis which is unusual in that this is a
case of a gamekeeper turning poacher, instead of a poacher turning gamekeeper. (Laugher)
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This member of the GSD Executive presumably wants to remind people that he was my tax adviser in
order to lend credibility to the nonsense that he writes and says that the Government has failed to make
clear what is the level of funds deposited in the GSB by non-local. Well I am not sure what a non-local is,
whether it is a non-resident or a non-Gibraltarian. He happens to be a non-local if it is the second.
(Laughter)

But he then goes on to say that the information which has been provided has not been provided, it has
been provided on two occasions, and therefore he deduces that the whole of the £1 billion belongs to the
non-local rich so that they can get richer with the Taxpayer guaranteeing the payments. Well, given that no
local saver according to a member of his executive has any money in the Savings Bank, | would not worry
too much about what happens to the non-local rich.

Hon. Sir P R Caruana: Mr Speaker, having enjoyed for more than 16 years, the considerable
intellectual pleasure and challenge of being the hon. Member’s immediate and direct political opponent, 1
recognise in his answer to that supplementary, every characteristic of ‘Bossanesque’ parliamentary
technique (Laughter) that I recall during those hugely pleasurable 16 years.

Mr Speaker, the issue is not whether the Government... | had better convert this into a question: does
the hon. Member not acknowledge that in parliamentary terms, the issue is not whether the Government is
in fact spending the money wisely or unwisely; it is not whether it is doing things with the money that the
Opposition would not have done, or perhaps spending the money on things that the Opposition would have
done differently or different things to the things that the Opposition would have done but still done; it is
nothing to do with that?

The essence of the Opposition’s position is that by the device that they have used to fund the
Government holding companies, and we used to do projects through Government company structures too,
but the alternative to giving a statement in Parliament through the budget estimate debates, by including in
the debate about what you are going to spend the money on and where it is coming from, is that if you do it
through companies, you give Parliament through answers to Opposition questions, information about that
expenditure as if you had done it through the Consolidated Fund, so that Parliament is not reduced in its
capacity, through the medium of the Government choosing to do things through companies, in a way that
disables Parliament from keeping the Government under scrutiny.

Parliament’s right and this is why I rise, because the hon. Member knows that I no longer participate in
front-line political debates, except where | think it raises something fundamental to this Parliament and
fundamental to the interests of Gibraltar — which is that for good or for bad, Parliament must have the right
at least to keep tabs of what the Government is doing for its own sake, without that being a comment about
whether what the Government is doing is good, bad or indifferent and to the extent that the Opposition by
not getting the whole picture through Government’s refusal to provide company information, as we used to
provide it, means that the Government, that the Opposition cannot do that job.

Is the hon. Member at least willing to distinguish between the question whether we want the information
to be able to put out a press release that somebody has used Government funds to do his shopping in
Morrison’s, if I could just borrow his smoke screen example, willing to distinguish between that on the one
hand and the Government’s, the Opposition’s right to know that if that was happening, the Opposition, the
Parliament has a right to know it.

It may be an entirely justified spending of money in Morrison’s because he may be buying the tea for
the worker’s canteen, but that does not mean that Parliament is not entitled to be aware of it. And I would
ask him to acknowledge and accept that Parliament’s wish to defend through the Opposition its right to
scrutinise the public finances is not a comment on the proprietary of that expenditure, or the desirability of
that expenditure; it is an objective and a virtue in its own right for its own sake because it is a keystone of
our parliamentary system of governance. Will he acknowledge that? (Banging on desks) [Hon. J J Bossano:
No, Mr Speaker] Ah!, you do not acknowledge that, then we are in deep trouble.

Hon. J J Bossano: | must say that in reference to his opening remarks, | had not realised during the 16
years how much the hon. Member was enjoying himself. | am sorry he did not show the enjoyment at the
time that it was happening. (Laughter)

The hon. Member is talking as if Parliament had voted money to do something and we were refusing to
tell him what the money voted on was being spent.

This is the Gibraltar Savings Bank investing in an entity. If the legitimacy of the concept is if the
Gibraltar Savings Bank invests in an entity which is using the money in Gibraltar, you can ask down to the
last penny who is the last person who got some money out, but if it is in the Bank of Finland then there are
no questions as to what the Bank of Finland does with the money when they get it from the Savings Bank,
well, it is a distinction that | do not draw because if the concern is the safety of that money it is considerably
safer in Gibraltar administered by civil servants than invested in the Bank of Finland and administered by
people we do not know.
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If the concern is what is the pool of the liquidity being used for, well look, it is being used for short-term
cash needs the same as it was being used before and it is being repaid as the figures that he has every month
shows. Every month it shows that the amount in GIH is going down and the amount in the other elements of
the portfolio of Credit Finance is going up and that is what will continue to happen,

Hon. Sir P R Caruana: Mr Speaker, does he acknowledge that if that is the answer to my
supplementary question — and | am grateful to Mr Speaker for his indulgence in allowing me to technically
convert it into a question — that if that is his answer to my supplementary, does he not acknowledge that he
is not addressing my point?

Mr Speaker, when the Government invests public funds in the Bank of Finland, the Bank of Finland |
suppose then re-invests it and remains liable to the Gibraltar Government for repayment to it, providing it
does not fail financially and goes itself into bankruptcy, is responsible for repaying that. But does he not
acknowledge that if he seeks to compare what | am talking about with that, he is at best paying lip service
to the principle of parliamentary scrutiny and at worst, obfuscating the reality?

What is happening here is that money starts, a little bit of it public but most of it in the Savings Bank,
depositors’ money, the Government then procures that the Savings Bank invests that money in a
Government-owned company. That Government-owned company then puts it in the Governments company
that sits at the top of the structure of companies through which the Government often spends money as we
used to do.

Does he not realise that it is a sort of washing job that the money starts in a place where the Government
guarantees its repayment to Taxpayers, goes through two companies and comes back into Ministers’ hands
to decide how it should be spent and that is not a comparable situation to his example about the Bank of
Finland?

Mr Speaker, | have often said in this House and | have not been universally popular on my side of the
House for saying it, that there is no great, implicitly, there is no great objection, because all governments do
it round the world, of borrowing money from depositors, even savers, to spend. That is why governments
borrow money; governments do not normally borrow money to just leave it sitting in a current account. |
am not objecting to that. | have never objected to the fact, | have said that | want the Government to tell the
depositors that that is what they are doing just for the sake of transparency but there is nothing intrinsically
wrong in the Government borrowing money from depositors of the Savings Bank to spend on building a
block of flats, if that is what the Government thinks it wants to spend the borrowed money on.

I am not complaining about that. What | am complaining about is that having done that and shunted the
money through to a corporate structure, it then will not account in this House for what that corporate
structure, owned by the Government and controlled by Ministers, is spending the money on so that the
Opposition and through the Opposition, Parliament... which in our context is a little bit of a nonsense
because Parliament is divided only into the Government front bench and the Opposition front bench now
with one exception, and that therefore Parliament cannot keep tabs, even through the medium of asking
questions, as they used to keep tabs when | was doing the same thing of spending public money through
companies, of how much is being spent, on what it is being spent except obviously what we can see going
up.

Does he not realise that there is a distinction? He may not want to agree with it but there is a distinction
between the criticism of the borrowing of money from depositors for public purposes, which I make no
comment on, subject to quantum, and a simple plea for that not to result in opacity to Parliament about what
that money is being used for and when. They are two wholly different things and | am speaking only to the
second one of the two.

Hon. J J Bossano: They are only two wholly different things because he chooses to formulate it that
way. As far as | am concerned Mr Speaker, the Savings Bank has got a £1 billion deposited in it and £600
million of that is reinvested outside and £400 million is invested here. The money that is not invested in the
long term, that it is deposited in, is the money that is in cash in the Credit Finance and forms part of the
cash resources of the Government and the companies as a single pot and that money will come back and is
coming back every month to Credit Finance and then being reinvested.

That does not mean that they are entitled to say, ‘Well look, | want to know how much of each pound
went into GIH.” It is a pool of money as he knows, because he was the one who devised it, which is
fluctuating on a daily basis as money comes in and out of the Government or money comes in and out of
the companies or contractors putting in more invoices or not but the final financing of everything is not a
matter that will be done by the Savings Bank or Credit Finance.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, | gave way to the Hon. the Backbencher but | do have a number of
more supplementaries on what is an important issue where the Government has decided to bunch a number
of questions together.
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Mr Speaker, does he accept at least this, a very short question that if the Government had not caused
Credit Finance to pay over £347 million to the Gibraltar Investment Holdings Limited in order to fund the
cash flow requirements of Government-owned companies, that the Government itself would have had to
pay that £347 million and that therefore it is a saving to the consolidated fund of £347 million?

Hon. J J Bossano: No, Mr Speaker, | do not accept it.

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, | do not understand how on earth he can disagree with that and
what the Government is doing you see — it is even worse than the Hon. the Backbencher has put it — and |
agree and associate myself with most of the comments that he has made in relation to the transparency
issue, but of course if you have — and | am asking whether he agrees with me, if you have a net debt of
£392 million and the Government can only spend out of the amounts that it has borrowed another
£51 million, then it stands to reason that what the Government is doing by injecting £347 million from the
Gibraltar Savings Bank into Government-owned companies, in order to fund those Government-owned
companies which would otherwise have been funded by the Government either through reserves or through
borrowing, that the Government is effectively using this as a device to circumvent the legal borrowing
limits.

That is what the Government is doing and that is obnoxious to this Parliament. Not only is it obnoxious
to this Parliament for all the reasons that the Hon. the Backbencher has mentioned and that | have added to,
but because those borrowing limits are there to ensure that Governments do not borrow in a manner that
becomes unaffordable. And the debt that this community faces is both the £392 million direct debt and then
the £400 million in Credit Finance £347 million of which is being used to fund Government-owned
companies. It is nearly £800 million of debt.

Now, does he not agree with me on that?

Hon. J J Bossano: No, Mr Speaker, | do not agree with anything that he has said and | accept that what
| say on this side of the House is obnoxious to him and | can tell him that the feeling is reciprocated.

Hon. D A Feetham: But, Mr Speaker, if the Government had not caused this £347 million to be paid
into Gibraltar Investment Holdings which is now being used in order to fund all Government-owned
companies, where would the money have come from, a very simple answer, a very simple question. Where
would those £347 million have come from if the Government had not caused Credit Finance to pay that
money over to Gibraltar Investment Holdings?

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, Mr Speaker, as | understand it that is an entirely and self-evidently a
speculative question to which I do not have to give an answer. But | presume that the Government might
have done what his Government did over many, many years which is to get supplier credit from other
people, none of which was brought to this House including the occasion when | discovered £20 million in
one of the tables | was given for which there was no explanation and | asked the then Chief Minister what it
was and he said he could not remember. Eventually he remembered that it was £20 million that he had
obtained a the bank in order to buy shares in a private development of the place where the parking is now
going up.

Well look, if being so accountable is so important, many of the mechanisms that are now considered to
be unaccountable were invented by them, so it is simply a case of, if | do it then it is okay but if you do it, it
is wrong.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, again, the hon. Gentleman is trying to obfuscate the issues in his
classic and traditional way.

Does he not accept this — and it is my final supplementary, Mr Speaker, and | am very grateful for Mr
Speaker’s indulgence — does he not accept this the Government with the level of direct borrowing that it
has, which is the highest in the political history or the history of this community at £392 million with £51
million away from that borrowing limit in terms of spending it can only spend another £51 million, it did
not have the money to capitalise, to effectively fund these Government-owned companies to the tune of an
extra £347 million? Does he at least not accept that?

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, Mr Speaker, | do not accept that anything has been capitalised. | told him that
these are the cash holdings that are held in a pot together with the Government’s own cash reserves and the
companies, all of which are handled together and | do not consider that to be capitalisation.

Capitalisation is what has happened with the Savings Bank buying shares in Credit Finance —
(Interjection) Well, he can ask another question, I do not have to give way.
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Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, well Mr Speaker, | use the word capitalisation and it is not capitalisation; it is
funding. Does he not recognise that with the borrowing limits as they are, with the Governments direct debt
at £392 million, the Government could not have funded Government-owned companies to the tune of £347
million and to that extent, effectively what the Government is doing is, it is saving that money from direct
expense from the consolidated fund and indeed an increase in the public debt of £347 million which it could
not have incurred by law in accordance with the laws on how much a Government can spend?

Hon. J J Bossano: Well, Mr Speaker, the hon. Member knows that if the Government wanted to exceed
the limit laid on the net debt which is not something that the Government set as a target, he knows that the
target was bringing down the gross debt but I know they do not attach importance to the gross debt, only to
the net. But if the Government wanted to do it, all it had to do on 9th December 2011 was proceed with the
motion that was already in preparation, suspending the limit that there was if that was what the Government
wanted to do.

Hon. Sir P R Caruana: And that would have been the transparency that | am calling, does the hon.
Member acknowledge that?

Hon. J J Bossano: Well it might be the transparency or might not be the transparency, but the hon.
Member is asking me if it was impossible to do anything else and | am telling him that it was not.

Hon. D A Feetham: But, Mr Speaker, it is not only a transparency point and that is the main point in
relation to this particular issue that he has now raised, but how on earth can this Government lambast...and
the Chief Minister lambast his predecessor, Sir Peter Caruana, for having an intention, indeed there, for
having an intention to come to this House to raise the legal borrowing limits when this Government does
not come to this House to raise the legal borrowing limit but covertly borrows £347 million, which it would
not have been able to do under the law as it stands at the moment? (A Member: Hear, hear.) (Banging on
desks) And does he not accept that that is a contradiction in terms — indeed a very dangerous non-
transparent opaque contradiction in terms?

Hon. J J Bossano: No, Mr Speaker, | do not accept either his analysis or the whole list of adjectives
that he has added to them.

Mr Speaker: We will now move on. The question of transparency and opacity has been totally and
fully ventilated.

BUSINESS & TRAINING

Q80/2015
Employment Service —
Changes made to address complaints

Clerk: We now move to Question 80, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Employment state if there have been any changes in his
Department which have resulted in less complaints in connection with the service being provided?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Business and Employment.

Minister for Business & Training (Hon. N F Costa): Mr Speaker, whereas perhaps | thought that the
drafting of the answer would have raised the temperatures too early in the morning, sadly by the time that |
have given the answer, | see that temperatures are already quite inflamed and so the tenor will not, | hope,
increase the temperature.

Mr Speaker, yes sir. The result of the General Election in late 2011 resulted in a change of Government,
which meant that instead of the relevant Minister trying to avoid seeing people as he presided over growing
numbers of unemployed peaking at 1,200 as the now Leader of the Opposition identified during the election
campaign, the now GSLP/Liberal Minister dramatically changed style and approach. As a result, working
hard in implementation of the Future Jobs Strategy, Minister Bossano achieved a record-breaking reduction
in unemployment which was at a record low in December, since records began, of 228. As a result, Mr
Speaker, we have had many less complaints.
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Hon. D J Bossino: This House does not accept, as we ever accepted, that unemployment was at the
level that he has indicated in his reply and | must say, it really reeks through in his answers that it is clearly
not the Hon. Minister’s style. I am sure his answer has been drafted by somebody else who is on his left-
hand side.

Mr Speaker, the question arises in relation to a very specific point that | made during the course of my
budget speech and that related to the comments made by the Gibraltar Public Services Ombudsman in his
report of 2013, when he said very clearly —

Mr Speaker: | am sorry —
Hon. D J Bossino: Oh my goodness, what — ?

Mr Speaker: There is a very clear Rule which says a supplementary question must not introduce matter
not included in the original question. You are now introducing the question of the Ombudsman’s Report.
That is matter not in the original question.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, it very much arises. The matter that | am dealing with here, Mr
Speaker, if | had been allowed to pose the question, relates specifically to the service being provided and
the question relates to the service being provided by the Employment Service, so therefore it is particularly
apposite that | should be referring to the comments made by the Gibraltar Public Services Ombudsman in
relation to the service being provided by this particular Department.

So therefore, Mr Speaker, with the greatest respect, | think I am more than entitled to make a reference
because this is not extraneous to the question.

Mr Speaker: You could have included a reference to the Ombudsman’s report in your main question.
Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, | could have but I chose not to, with the greatest respect.

Mr Speaker: You chose not to. | choose to tell you that you are introducing new matter. It is as simple
as that. Now, let him try to rephrase his supplementary in another way and we might be able to make
progress. Let us see.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, the question arose as a result of comments made by the Public Services
Ombudsman, so | really cannot think of any other way of asking this supplementary question.

The Public Services Ombudsman made highly critical comments as to the service being provided by the
Employment Service, to the point that he said — and | can read where he said it — that he will be meeting
with senior management in order to address these issues because he made the point that there had been a
tremendous — a significant, using his adjective — increase in the number of complaints from 2010 to when
he wrote this report. In my respectful view, Mr Speaker, | think the question in the Order Paper and the
supplementary are both highly relevant to each other.

Mr Speaker: | am going to allow the supplementary, but | insist that what the hon. mover of the
question should have done was to have made a reference in respect of matters raised in the Ombudsman’s
report. He should have made a reference in the main question. And it is a very simple matter to do; I do not
know why he did not if he then proposed to... or is it just to catch the Minister off-guard?

Question Time is also about getting information. If you want information, put it in the original question
otherwise you run the risk of it being ruled inadmissible because of the Standing Rules and Orders. It is
nothing to do with me; it is the Standing Rules and Orders.

Now, is the Hon. Minister prepared to answer that supplementary?

Hon. N F Costa: Well, Mr Speaker, the hon. Gentleman knows that had | read the report, | would have
been happy to comment on it, unfortunately | have not had sight of that report which goes back to 2013.
Perhaps my hon. colleague the former Minister for Employment is aware of the report; and may be able to
comment on the substance because | have not read the report.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, if 1 may, given that you have allowed — and I will take the Chair’s
comments in relation to this on board for future reference — but given that the Speaker has allowed the
question to proceed, perhaps if | can assist by simply reading one particular sentence which arises from the
report — and | must insist that | said it during the course of when | first articulated my supplementary
question, that | did make a reference to this particular quote during the course of my budget intervention
where he said, and it is very simple, he says the ‘average complaints’. He talks about a significant increase
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in complaints during this year, the average complaints for the years 2010 to 2012 were six per annum
whereas during 2013 we have recorded a total of 23 complaints. He refers to things ‘apparently they are
varied’ and he talks about ranging from lack of replies when seeking information to alleged unprofessional
treatment and dissatisfaction regarding claims for payments under the insolvency funds.

So just to assist the Hon. Minister, given that he is going to rise and provide the answer.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Well,
Mr Speaker, given that the question to my colleague has been based on whether there has been a decline in
the number of complaints since he took over from me, it appears to suggest that what the Ombudsman was
saying was that everybody was complaining about me and now that | am no longer there, they are no longer
complaining. (Laughter)

The answer to his question is that neither the present Minister nor the previous Minister gets to hear of
these complaints. The first time | knew that there had been complaints to the Ombudsman was when he
pointed it out to me, just like the first time | knew that there was supposed to be something about some
works being done in the Department because in my view incorrectly, the Head of the Department chose to
deal or fail to deal with the issue without bringing the matter to my notice when | was there.

I can tell him that when | investigated as a result of him raising it, most of the complaints dealt with
people who felt that their claims under the insolvency were not being dealt with, with the speed with which
they should be, over which there have been some problems, particularly in relation to the construction
industry where there was an issue which arose previously, when the previous Government was in office,
over the correct interpretation as to whether the CATA terms apply in the industry or the statutory terms
apply in the industry. Where there is an anomaly that what was agreed under CATA is actually something
that gives better redundancy to some people and much, much worse to others and that the people who get
better redundancy are the people who have been working for a very short time who would get nothing
under the statutory scheme, which requires that you are there for at least one year — or maybe two years, |
cannot remember whether it is one or two — but all the people who were left out of the statutory were given
compensation under CATA, which was based on a sum of money per week that they had worked. So
somebody who had been working one week would get something.

But the way that it was interpreted was that then the people who would get many thousands of pounds
under the statutory scheme would actually finish up getting considerably less. That has been an issue, that is
how it was interpreted before and is still being interpreted in the same way and there are still people
complaining that it is wrong that CATA should be providing less redundancy payments than the law says is
the minimum because then there is not a minimum.

I can tell the hon. Member that if any of this had been brought to my attention at the time, 1 would
probably have been able to deal with the issue myself, but since the people who were there at the time that
these complaints were being made, were not the people who had been there before our years because there
had been changes in the Heads of Department, after the person that had been there, Ernesto Gracia had been
there for a very long time and therefore he was very conversant with these things, but the people who came
in later clearly did not answer the points with the speed with which they should have been answered.

Now, the fact that there were more complaints than ever, in my view is totally unacceptable that it
should be happening without the matter being raised at a political level to get to the root of the problem. |
hope that now that he has raised it, and | am saying this in public, the same thing will not happen to my
colleague as happened to me when | was there, which is that | got to find out about it after the event.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, | am grateful to the Hon. Minister for the answer he has just given and |
must say in relation to his comments in connection with CATA and the statutory position, I just find it very
strange from a legal perspective that you can almost contract out of the minimum statutory requirements but
I am happy to look at it for him, for a fee that is.

Mr Speaker, | think he expresses a hope that the matter will have been resolved and in relation to that,
does he know because the point is also made expressly by the Ombudsman in the report, that he intends to
meet with — as he describes it — senior management, if there has not been an improvement within a period
and | think he cites of about a few months.

Does he know whether that meeting has, either of the Ministers, ever took place during his time when he
was discharging his responsibilities or indeed whether Mr Costa is now since he took over these
responsibilities, whether that meeting has in fact taken place?

Hon. J J Bossano: Yes, | found out that the meeting had taken place when | started asking questions as
a result of him raising it, so this has all happened in the past. By the time it got into the Ombudsman’s
Report, some of the complaints were discarded by the Ombudsman as not having substance, but many of
the complaints were not about the substance but about the failure to provide answers. The fact that people
were waiting to be given answers to issues that they were raising in matters of labour rights and in some
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cases, the answer was very simple, the rights that were being raised were not rights that existed in law,
however big a grievance a person might have had.

We have had one particular recent case which actually | know went to the Ombudsman and there were
meetings with the Labour Inspectors and there were meetings with the Heads of Department, where there
was one particular lady who was a Frontier Worker who worked in the private sector, who had serious
medical problems and she wanted to be sacked in order to be able to claim unemployment benefit in Spain.

But the employer was being advised by the lawyers that he should not sack her because then he could be
facing an unfair dismissal claim. Well, the Labour Inspectors are not, as far as | can tell, employed to go
round advising people to sack employees. They explained to her that perhaps what she could do was draft a
letter, which they helped her with, saying that she would give up her right to go to an unfair dismissal
because her argument was that if she resigned, she would not qualify for the unemployment benefit. The
last | heard of it was, it had not been resolved because she insisted not only on being sacked but also of
being given a guarantee that the job would be kept for her when she finished with the unemployment
benefit in Spain which as everybody knows can be as much as a year and a half.

| think that was one of the cases that either went that year to the Ombudsman or went to the
Ombudsman in a subsequent year but | happen to know about this particular case because it was brought to
my attention. There were others that | only found out when the whole thing was long dead and buried and
only because the hon. Member took the trouble, for which | am grateful of bringing it to my attention. As a
result of his intervention and then I did the only thing I could do, go back and ask the Department, why is it
that I do not know anything about this?

Mr Speaker: Next question.

Q81/2015
Government website —
Table EMP.7 update

Clerk: Question 81, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Employment provide updated details on the information
contained in Table EMP.7 of the Gibraltar Government Website.

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Business, Employment, Skills & Training.

Minister for Business & Training (Hon. N F Costa): Mr Speaker, the information requested by the
hon. Member is set out in the schedule that I now hand to him.

SCHEDULE TO QUESTION NO 81/2015

Table EMP.7 | [ | [

Employers registered with the Employment Service by industry group

Asat | Asat | Asat | Asat | Asat |Asat | Asat | Asat | Asat Asat | Asat Asat

end end end end end end end end end end end end
Industry group . Jan- Feb- | Mar- | Apr- | May- | Jun- | Jul-13 | Aug- | Sep-13 | Oct- | Nov-13 | Dec-13

13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13
A Electricity Supply 5 4 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
B Water Supply 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
C Shipbuilding etc. 28 28 28 29 29 29 30 30 31 31 32 T3
D Other Manufacture 65 65 65 65 66 67 67 67 67 67 67 66
E Construction 2 567 576 596 599 609 618 623 628 635 646 | 662 672
F. Wholesale 99 9 98 | 98 100 100 100 [ "100 99 99 99 99
G Retail Trade 476 481 482 484 488 490 490 490 493 495 499 503
H Hotel Trade 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 9 9 10 10 10
1 Restaurants, Bars, etc . 201 203 206 207 207 208 208 208 212 213 216 - 217
J Repairs to Consumer Goods 63 64 64 65 65 65 66 66 66 67 68 68
K Sea Transport & Related Services 83 84 86 88 89 90 91 91 91 91 91 92
L Air Transport & Related Services 9 9 8 8 8 8 8 8 9 9 9 9
M Road Transport & Related Services 205 209 212 214 215 215 214 216 215 214 214 213
N Post and Communication 18 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 18 18 18 18
o] Banking, Finance and Insurance 1059 1067 1074 1086 1096 1113 1126 1130 1143 .| 1156 1165 1167
P “Public Admin and National 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
Defence : »

Q Police and Fire Service 23 23 23 22 22 22 22 22 23 23 24 24
R Sanitary Services 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 7 7 7
S Education 38 38 38 38 39 39 39 39 39 40 40 40
T Medical and Health Services 137 137 139 140 143 144 147 146 147 148 147 149
U Other Services 705 709 715 723 727 739 759 773 785 800 811 819

22



GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, THURSDAY, 19th FEBRUARY 2015

CONT. SCHEDULE TO QUESTION TO NO 81/2015

Employers registered with the Employment Service by industry group

Asat | Asat | Asat | Asat Asat | Asat | Asat Asat Asat Asat Asat Asatl

end end end end end end end end end end end | end
Industry group Jan- Feb- | Mar-. | Apr- | May- | Jun- | Jul-14 |. Aug- | Sep-14 | Oct- | Nov-14 | Dec-14
14 14 14 14 14 14 14 - 14
A Electricity Supply 5 5 5 S 6 7 7 7 7 7 7 7
B Water Supply . 2 2 2 2 2 2 32 2 2. 2 2 - 2
C Shipbuilding etc. 32 32 32 32 32 32 32 32 33 35 34 34
D Other Manufacture 67 66 66 66 66 66 68 71 71 71 71 71
E Construction 682 693 695 704 711 712 723 728 739 754 | 776 784
F. Wholesale 102 |- 102 101 101 101 101 101 102 104 104 105 105
G Retail Trade . 504 503 506 507 509 514 518 519 520 520 522 525
H Hotel Trade 10 10 10 10 10 -10 10 10 1 . 11 11 11
I [ Restaurants, Bars, etc 217 219 223 222 | 224 225 227 228 229 230 231 233
J Repairs to Consumer Goods - 68 68 68 69 70 | 71 71 72 72 72 72 il
K Sea Transport & Related Services 91 91 86 86 87 88 88 89 89 90 90 - 91
L Air Transport & Related Services 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
M’ Road Transport & Related Services 215 218 220 219 219 219 220 220 221 222 | 227 230
N Post and Communication 19 19 19 19 19 19 20 20 20 20 20 - 20
¢} Banking, Finance and Insurance 1171 1178 1187 1191 1196 | 1203 1215 1226 1233 1251 1257 | 1263
P Public Admin and National 9 9 9" 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 | 10
Defence. ‘ L

Q Police and Fire Service 24 24 24 24 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25
R - Sanitary Services 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 % 7 7 7
S Education 3 40 40 41 41 41 41 42 43 44 44 4“4 45
T Medical and Health Services 150 154 161 162 165 166 166 167 171 173 173 ° 174
U Other Services 835 847 824 837 859 878 900 912 930 950 | . 964 981

~ CONT. SCHEDULE TO QUESTION TO NO 81/2015

Employers registered with the Employment Service by industry group
Asat | Asat | Asat | Asat | Asat | Asat | Asat | Asat Asat | Asat As at As at
end end end end end end end end end end end end
Industry group Jan- Feb- | Mar- | Apr- | May- | Jun- | Jul-15 | Aug- | Sep-15 | Oct- | Nov-15 | Dec-15
15 15 15 15 15 . 15 15 15 :
A Electricity Supply - ;
B Water Supply 2
Q- Shipbuilding etc. 34
D. Other Manufacture 70
E Construction ¢ 795
F Wholesale 105
G Retail Trade * 524
H Hotel Trade 11
I- Restaurants, Bars, etc 235
¥ Repairs to Consumer Goods s T
K Sea Transport & Related Services 94
L Air Transport & Related Services 9
M Road Transport & Related Services 230
N Post and Communication 20
(0] Banking, Finance and Insurance 1276
P .Public Admin and National 10
Defence
Q Police and Fire Service 25
R Sanitary Services 7
S Education 45
T Medical and Health Services 177
Y Other Services 1004

Mr Speaker: It is a very lengthy and detailed schedule, so we are going to move on to the next question
and we will come back if necessary, if the hon. Member wishes to ask any supplementaries.
Next question.
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SPORTS, CULTURE, HERITAGE AND YOUTH

Q82/2015
Monument to women of Gibraltar —
Commissioning and location

Clerk: Question 82, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Equality say when the winning
design for the monument to the women of Gibraltar, selected nearly two years ago, will be commissioned
and where the monument will be placed when completed?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, HM
Government is currently working closely with the winner of the design competition for the monument to
the women. This is to see how best her design can be fulfilled. A number of locations are currently being
considered.

Hon. Mrs I M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Hon. Minister say which sites are being
considered?

Hon. S E Linares: Not specifically, Mr Speaker, because like | said there are a few of them that we are
looking at and we are working with the designer so that it has the best impact that it should have because
that is what it deserves.

Q83/2015
Sports Injury Clinic —
How to be set up and run

Clerk: Question 83, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs I M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Sport say when the Sports Injury
Clinic outlined in the Government’s manifesto will be set up and how it will be run?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth,

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, HM
Government is still working with stakeholders on how best to run the Sports Injury Clinic. We are
considering a number of options.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, that is exactly the same answer the Hon. Minister gave
me, | think it was six or eight months ago.

Can the Hon. Minister say if the leaning is more towards providing the service from the GHA or from
the private sector?

Hon. S E Linares : Yes, Mr Speaker. First of all on the comment about eight months ago: this is a four-
year Parliament and therefore we will fulfil this before our term of office. (Banging on desk)

Mr Speaker, on her specific question of whether we are looking at inclining towards the GHA or the
private sector, both are being considered and it could be a combination of both. It depends on the treatment
that the sports person might have. If the injury — and again we are looking at it generically — is one that can
be done within the GHA then it will be done. As the hon. Lady might know, there are osteopaths and there
are physios and the GHA does not employ osteopaths and all these issues are the ones we are considering.

Hon. Mrs I M Ellul-Hammond: And finally, Mr Speaker, can the Hon. Minister say when he thinks
the service will be set up? Is it just about to happen within the next couple of months?

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, definitely before the election.
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Q84/2015
GSLA school swimming classes —
Cancellations

Clerk: Question 84, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, can Government provide details as to how many, and why some
swimming classes at the Gibraltar Sports and Leisure Authority’s facilities have been cancelled by schools
in 2015?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, a total of nine
school classes at the pool for the elderly, disabled and teaching have been cancelled in 2015. This has been
due to a problem with the air treatment system, which has now been addressed.

The pool has been fully operational since 26th January 2015.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, this treatment system which seems to have caused a problem, is this the
new one that was installed recently or is it a recurring problem which has been there in the system from its
original construction time?

Hon. S E Linares: No, Mr Speaker, it is definitely not the new one, the new one is working perfectly.
There are two pools as he knows, there is what we used to call the GASA pool, the 25-metre pool, and there
is the pool for the elderly, disabled and teaching. It is the one for the elderly, disabled and teaching which is
not incorporated into the system of which is in the 25-metre pool.

Therefore what we are looking at now is to incorporate the system that is working perfectly with the
solar panels. I am happy to say that it is a system that is making a tremendous saving to the pool running
costs, where we do not even have to buy diesel so it is even better for the environment and it is being used
in many places as an example as to how we should be moving towards zero carbon emissions.

Therefore, what we are looking at now is that the air treatment of the second pool which has been
historic has been there for since it was built and there were loads of problems, we are now looking at how
we are going to solve that for the long term. But as | said, at least in the short term it has been addressed
and it is now working, not as we wish it to be working, it will be working much better when we fix it
properly and do the whole system again overall.

Therefore what | am saying is we are hoping that all the system will be up and running soon with all the
new systems that we need to put in place.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, the Hon. Minister in his contribution just now said that thanks to the solar
panel which has been installed there are huge savings which have been made in expenditure. Could the
Hon. Minister provide us with some figures in terms of what the figure for savings is?

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, | believe the hon. Member already has in the Order Paper a question to
the Minister for the Environment asking about how much the savings — last night reading all the questions
that he was asking — I do not have figures as such but I can tell you —

Mr Speaker: Not only do you not have figures but it does not arise from the original — again new
matter being introduced which is not covered in the original question.

Q85/2015
Gibraltar Sports and Leisure Authority —
Vacancies

Clerk: Question 85, the Hon. E J Reyes.
Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer provided to Question 728/2014, can the Minister for Sports
provide details of any vacancies within the Gibraltar Sports and Leisure Authority, as well as indicating by

when it is estimated these will be filled?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth.
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Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, we are currently
in discussions with the Gibraltar Sports and Leisure Authority regarding improvements to management
structures. Discussions are at an advanced stage and these changes should take place in the near future.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, Mr Speaker, | note the Minister said that they should take place in the near future
at the tail end of 2014 in a question there the Minister led me to believe that he hoped to have made a
decision in respect of whether to keep or otherwise reorganise the post of the Deputy Chief Executive
Officer and so on and he said that he hoped to have this completed by the end of the Financial Year which
is next month.

Are we still on target, Mr Speaker, for the end of the Financial Year?

Hon. S E Linares: Yes, Mr Speaker.

Q84/2015 continued
GSLA school swimming classes —
Supplementary question

Mr Speaker: Before we deal with the next question, perhaps | should clarify one matter. | apologise to
hon. Members that | did miss out that I think the Minister... It is very difficult for me to hear everything
and catch everything that is being said. I think the Minister himself introduced the question of savings.

Where that happens, where a Minister in providing an answer widens the ambit of a question, then it is
legitimate to ask a supplementary — and if | make a mistake, please draw my attention to it. (Interjection)

Where it is not legitimate is of course, if the hon. questioner himself should have introduced it and did
not. | apologise to the hon. Member if I misled him.

Hon. J J Netto: No, obviously Mr Speaker, | bow to your rulings whenever you make them.

Mr Speaker: But it is not easy to be here, hour after hour, trying to pay attention all the times and
sometimes there are matters which escape the Speaker’s attention. | am only human.

Hon. J J Netto: It just caught my attention, given that I follow this type of issues and of course one is
glad to hear that as a result of the installation of the solar panels whether in that particular location or any
other particular part of the public service, there are savings to be made in relation to expenditure arising
from that.

Having said it, the Minister... obviously | want to try and get to the bottom of it. Now the Hon. Minister
in his reply did say that | have a question on the Order Paper which... not quite, it is a separate type of
question because later on, presumably this afternoon, when I have the opportunity to ask the Minister of the
Environment, it is basically where is that the Government at the moment is obtaining renewable energy to
the tune of 3.1% arising from the statement in the ERDF Operational Report 2014 to 20207 It is a separate
question, it only arises as a result of that.

If the hon. Member has the information, fine; if not, I will simply ask the question next month.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, | do not have the
exact savings because it was not asked. The relationship between the questions that he is asking and the
financial savings is that he will realise by the answer to the questions why the GASA pool is being used as
an example of how much we are producing in kilowatts or how much we are saving from the power station
because the kilowatts have been produced by the solar panels. So it is not a quantity as in financial quantity;
it is to do with kilowatts and all the technical issues that are to do with electricity and energy.

But from the top of my head, | can tell him that the GASA pool used to spend an average of nearly
£3,000 per month on diesel, buying diesel for the pumps and for the workings of the pool and that is not
being spent now.

There is hardly any and there is a reserve there just in case it needs to be put into the system, should the
system break down, as a last resort. But | can tell him and | was looking at the actual Vote Book and the
expenditure is not there anymore, so that is only but one of the savings that | can just mention as | stand on
my feet.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, | am very grateful for that answer.
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Q86/2015
Gibraltar Rugby Football Union and Gibraltar Cricket Association —
Provision of alternative facilities

Clerk: Question 86, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer to Questions 9 and 10/2015, can the Minister for Sports say if
any potential alternative facilities have been identified for use by the Gibraltar Rugby Football Union and
the Gibraltar Cricket Association in respect of provision of facilities for the playing, teaching and
development of their respective sports in Gibraltar?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, the answer
remains the same as my answer to Question 9 and 10/2015 in the previous session of Parliament.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, the Minister in answer to Questions 9 and 10 said that no identification
had been made as he has done previously throughout 2014, yet | can assure Mr Speaker, that the
representatives of both the Gibraltar Rugby Football Union and Gibraltar Cricket Association have been
able to mention that there seems to be an area that has been identified, which is what | am asking.

I have not asked if there has been a final agreement or settlement or whatever, my question has always
been have alternative facilities been identified.

Can the Minister please enlighten us as to what sort of areas have been identified as potential use by
these two Associations?

Hon. S E Linares: No, Mr Speaker, | cannot specifically say because as he rightly says, this is a
discussion we are having with them in order to ascertain whether some areas or a big area we can give to
them to see if there is a potential of, so therefore this is what | have been saying all the time, that we have
been in discussion with them. The guestion does not ask whether I have had a meeting with them, but | had
a meeting with them only last week where we were discussing issues of how we can improve.

I cannot specifically say to the hon. Member which is the area where we are looking at. There are many
areas — he can look at the map of Gibraltar and try and identify areas we could use for the development and
teaching of these two sports — but it is not only these two sports that we are looking at areas. We are looking
at areas for all other sports and any area that | can identify and I can go to the Deputy Chief Minister and
the Lands Management Committee in order to get for sports, then I will do so. This is what we are doing
constantly. All the time we are doing that, so it is not a question of saying, ‘Oh, we have identified this for
cricket or this for rugby.’

I mentioned to him last time that in relation to the Cricket Association, we have been able to get the
Garrison Gym to be shared with the basketball, so that is an area where we can expand on the development
of the teaching of cricket. And in the rugby, like 1 also said to the hon. Member last time, we have been able
to sit down with the MOD in order that the Devil’s Tower Camp (DTC) can be used for free for the rugby
more often than it used to, obviously because before they used to have to pay and now they do not.

So these are the issues that we are constantly all the time trying to develop, so if that is an answer to the
question has there been any advance or any — that is as far as — but there has not been any advance from the
last question only three weeks ago in the last session of Parliament.

Hon. E J Reyes: Well | have to accept it is a pity, Mr Speaker, that these Associations tell me that the
Government does seem to sort of have more advanced planning and so on in a particular area and the
Minister has chosen at this particular stage not to make that public and since | am sat on this side of the
House, | am going to have to put up with that.

However, Mr Speaker, arising from the information that the Minister has just provided back, he said and
in many ways I even welcome, that they have eased the use of the facilities at Devil’s Tower Camp by the
Gibraltar Rugby Union and so on.

Can the Minister confirm that the additional use of these facilities is because it is the Gibraltar Sports
Authority or some other Government entity that has taken over the locations and then administers them to
the Gibraltar Rugby Union; or does the Gibraltar Rugby Football Union have to deal directly with the MOD
and with the Sports and Leisure Authority not even getting themselves involved in helping with the
development of this sport?
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Hon. S E Linares: No, Mr Speaker, as the hon. Member knows, the DTC has had issues and still has
issues of security on how you go in, how you come out, who goes in, and all these issues. The other issue
was that the MOD was charging different entities for the usage of the Devil’s Tower Camp.

What we have done is sat with the MOD, we have got a Memorandum of Understanding with them that
we will —and he is right there — through the GSLA, we could have a system and in this case it was football
and rugby who were the ones that were mainly using the astroturf in the Devil’s Tower Camp, that we
would have a system where people will have a type of ID card specifically given so that they can go in and
out in a safe manner fulfilling all the security issues that the MOD have.

So these are the sort of things that we have tried to clear up because those were the problematic things
when the rugby people could not even — well, still cannot — go. A parent cannot come in to see the child
who is playing inside the DTC because of security reasons, they have to just wait outside. But then the team
manager can take the whole team in because they have a specific security card which they already know at
the door, yes okay, these children can come in.

So all these things we have ironed out with the MOD and this is what | am saying that we have got a
memorandum of understanding and rugby is a great beneficiary of that system because they have been
using that place quite a lot for the rugby. And the hon. Member is right: it is done through the GSLA but it
is sort of, like slots are given to rugby and then rugby handles, with the MOD, all these issues that | have
just explained.

Q87-88/2015
Cultural grants —
Awards for 2014-15

Clerk: Question 87, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Culture provide updated details, since the answer provided to
Question 12/2015, of any cultural grants awarded so far pertaining to the financial year 2014-15?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, | will answer
this question together with Question 88/2015.

Clerk: Question 88, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Is the Minister for Culture now in a position to provide this House with a revised
schedule showing details of cultural grants awarded so far pertaining to financial year 2014-15, explaining
the queries raised through supplementary questions in reply to Question 12/2015?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, due to the fact
that only three weeks has passed since the last Parliament session | have been unable to write to the hon.
Member — and I think he got a call from my office anyway — as promised.

Therefore |1 now hand over to the hon. Member opposite, updated details of all cultural grants awarded
so far, appertaining to the financial year 2014-15.

This information is now the correct one and is now recorded in Hansard.

Mr Speaker: Strictly speaking, the schedule is not recorded in Hansard. The schedule that he is now
providing is not recorded in Hansard, if he is just handing it over. If he does not incorporate it in the main
answer, | do not think it will be recorded in Hansard. Is that the case, Mr Clerk?

Yes, because we are making the schedule part of the answer, it will be recorded; normally a schedule is
not recorded, okay.

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, | just wanted... because last time there was a mistake in the schedule
that 1 gave him and | promised him that | would write to him with the correct one, but if | had written to
him directly, it would not be now in Hansard. That is what | am on about.
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,Scheddleto Question No. 88/2015

Glbraltar Productlons Sponsorsh|p for Gibraltar World Musm Festlval 2014
Dragonfly Arts Ltd Performing a solo comedy show/ 11th July 2014
Jonathan Lutwyche — Travel assistance re: Summer school in New York:
© GNDO ’
Gib Photographlc Socnety
Gibraltar Sea Scouts Band
- MO Productions
Stylos Dance Studio
Allegro Music Productions
Kings Chapel Singers
Santos Productions
Gibraltar Philharmonic Society
Gibraltar National Choir
Andrew Felices on behalf of Janice Felices — Dance Aoademy
Gib Re-Enactment Society
Gib Face & Body Paint Association
Gibraltar Ads & Crafts
1st/ 4th Scout Group
Manuel Rdiz - book grant_
Group 2000 - Poetry recital grant
Frihge Festival Sponsorship (Its 3 o'clock Somewhere Entertainment Ltd)
Gibraltar Re-Enactment Somety : ‘
Gibraltar Interfaith Group — Support for Inten‘alth Calendar
Andrew. Felices - Cultural Grants on behalf of Janice Felices - Dance Academy
GFSB - Sponsorshlp for Rock Chef prize money -
Sonia Golt - Book grant
Tracy Lee - Book grant
" A Gifvsrd’s Pairticipation at the World Beauty Fitness & Fashion London

Danza Academy

Contd. Schedule to:Quelafion No. 88/2015

Adolfo Canepa- book grant 'Servmg my Glbraltar
Gibraltar Productxons Ltd (GWMF) - Sponsorshlp for Gibraltar World Music Festival
Re- Enactment Society
Humbert Hernandez - Book grant —'Conscript or Convict’
Sunborn Gibraltar - Reception for Gibraltar World Music Fesﬂval
Masomc Institute - Assistance, reception for book launch
- Re-Enactment Society grant

Patricia Lutwyche - Cultural Grant for Mr Jonathan Lutwyche to attend Britain Got Talent

£15,000:00
'£5,75o.00‘
£3000.00
£8,700.00

- £1,800.00°

£600.00
£6,700.00
£6,000.00
£6,411.00
£1,340.36
£7,000.00
£10,000.00
£500.00
£3,000.00.
£350.00
£2,882.50
£1,750.00
£1,334.00
£929.00
£576.45
£5,000.00
£350.00
£996.50
£12,000.00
£2,000.00 .
£1,600.00 -
£ 9,650.00
£ 350.00

£ 5,850.00

£ 9,500.00

£

£

£

20,000.00
2,088.00

' 2407.00
5,000.00
150.30
11,000.00
400.00
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Mr Speaker: | have been in touch with the hon. questioner and he has kept me au courant with this
particular answer, thank you.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, thank you. What my communication Mr Speaker was that after the deadline for
submission of questions, the Minister’s office did give me in fact from what I received, an exact copy of
this schedule but I still wanted to maintain the question so that it is recorded in Hansard and also so that |
am within the Rules and Mr Speaker should therefore allow me to make a supplementary question in this
respect.

Mr Speaker, if | may start with the third item down, there is a young performing dancer who has been
granted £3,000 and it says ‘travel assistance’. By that nomenclature it means that he seems to have travelled
either first class or whatever to New York because £3,000 does take you a hell of a long way further than
just New York. Or does that £3,000 incorporate some sort of tuition fees and so on?

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, it is both.

Hon. E J Reyes: Right, so if it is for everything then travel assistance can be a bit misleading. Mr
Speaker, can | take him further down, to a certain extent | am referring a little bit as well to help facilitate
matters to the previous schedule | have been given last month, although there has been a great amendment
to that and so on.

Can | ask the Minister to clarify where it says ‘Gibraltar Sea Scouts Band’? The last time it was in
respect of the purchase of instruments and so on for the band. Am | therefore also correct in deducing that
just beyond half way down where it says ‘Ist/4th Scout Group £1,334.00° that it is also in respect of
musical instruments? Because the Sea Scouts does specify the band and for the 1st/4th it does not. | know
that these sort of Scout groups receive some money from youth grants and other places, so can he confirm
to me that it is actually to do with the band, the 1st/4th contribution?

Hon. S E Linares: Yes, Mr Speaker, as he rightly says, the Scouts themselves get grants through the
youth grants and therefore it is the right assumption that this should be for the band.

Hon. E J Reyes: Great, that helps tremendously, Mr Speaker. We had raised it last time and the
Minister was going to look into it, when a payment is given to the parent to Andrew Felices in respect of
tuition fees and so on for the Dance Academy for his daughter Janice Felices, it says here now, £12,000.

The Minister was going to try and find out whether that is related to just one academic year or does it
spread out over two years because of the way that payments are made? Has the Minister been able to get
any information?

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, this is appertaining to her annual... so it is a yearly thing and therefore
it might roll over the £12,000. We might pay £6,000 and then £6,000 or £3,000 and £9,000 but the annual
amount is £12,000 because this includes all her travel expenses, all her maintenance expenses, so therefore
it is, if the hon. Member thinks about for example a student and | think again in the Order Paper, there is a
question of how much a student on tuition fees, they are usually for example in the UK £9,000 which is the
average, so this would be like if it were the £9,000 plus another £3,000 for maintenance which, as the hon.
Member knows the Department of Education pays maintenance. So the £12,000 is inclusive of all that and
it is an annual thing.

Hon. E J Reyes: That clarifies it a bit. And Mr Speaker, may | round up by asking: the Gibraltar Re-
Enactment Society appears four times in the schedule. The very last payment, the penultimate entry Re-
Enactment Society Grant, | think that is an annual grant basis of £11,000 but then there are other payments
not huge amounts but £350 on one side, then £350 again, then £2,088.

Given that this is over and above the grant am | right (1) in assuming this is a one-off payment and not
just simply an increase due to inflation on the grant and (2) may | ask the Minister for some enlightenment
on why beyond the £11,000 per annum grant, these three separate payments were given in respect of the
Re-Enactment Society?

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, these payments, as | understand it, were that for example the £350: they
came to us to ask — ‘us’ as in the committee that actually decides this, which is the Cultural Grants
Committee — and they asked for £350 for a specific capital expenditure sort of thing. They wanted to buy a
gun or a cannon or some uniforms, which are not part and parcel really of the grant that they get. The grant
is for running costs as opposed to buying something specific, so all these items are specific.
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We give them the grant of £11,000 in order to maintain and do things during the year but then in these
cases they have come to ask for something specific. It could well be something like fixing lockers within
their premises. These are the sort of things that are the smaller amounts.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, Mr Speaker, my understanding always was that the big sum of the grant, £11,000
included recurring costs and certain maintenance and upkeep of uniforms and so on. | can to a certain extent
understand what the Minister is trying to say that there are two payments of £350. One takes it that it is two
separate payments and not a clerical error again, could be a one-off — perhaps if one had seen from the press
that they helped to create an old gun and so on. But there is one that is a slightly bigger figure, it is £2,088 —
that is an additional 20% to the annual grant.

Can the Minister provide some information at least in respect of the bigger figure, £2,088, which is the
third line down on the second page of the schedule?

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, | cannot specifically say what it is, that amount, | do not think it is a
vast amount, some of these uniforms and equipment cost quite a lot of money. Therefore | would assume
that these are like buying ten new uniforms, which is the amount that they cost. They cost quite a lot of
money these uniforms, but what | am saying is that | do not specifically have the information but it should
be something that they have asked for and it has been paid. | mean, that is what it is.

Hon. E J Reyes: The Minister does not have that information but, Mr Speaker, that is precisely what |
am asking, what is it? Exactly £2,088, given the cost of the upkeep of uniforms and so on, £11,000 per
annum is quite a substantial sum of money. To require an additional 20% of additional supplementary
funding, I do not think I am out of order, Mr Speaker in asking, as | would like to know what the £2,088 is
for, if the £11,000 already includes the upkeep of uniforms and so on.

If he does not have it now, could he at least commit himself to trying to provide that information to the
House when possible? Your guidance is appreciated, Mr Speaker.

Hon. S E Linares: It does not need the guidance of the Speaker. | will do that.

Q89/2015
Sports Development Projects —
Details of grants

Clerk: Question 89, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer provided to Written Question W5/2015, can the Minister for
Sports provide a breakdown with detailed information showing what Sports Development Projects the
grants for £8,037.07 and £6,000 given to the Gibraltar Shooting Federation were for?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, the breakdown
of payments given to the Gibraltar Shooting Federation from Sports Development projects are as follows:
(1) a payment of £7,000 towards electronic targets for the Gibraltar Target Shooting Association and
£1,038.07 for financial assistance towards the Gibraltar Pistol Association’s attendance at the IPSC General
Assembly in Florida, October 2014, so it’s a total of £8,038.07.

(2) £6,000 second and final payment towards electronic targets for the Gibraltar Target Shooting
Association.

Mr Speaker, if the hon. Member wishes, | can pass him the answers so that he does not have to note it

down.

Q90/2015
Gibraltar Philharmonic Society —
Grants awarded 2014-15

Clerk: Question 90, the Hon. E J Reyes.
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Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Culture provide details of any grants awarded to the Gibraltar
Philharmonic Society in the Financial Year 2014-15, indicating the amounts awarded as well as the Head
and Subhead to which this has been debited; showing the purpose or purposes for which the grant was
awarded?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, the Gibraltar
Philharmonic Society receives an annual cultural grant of £10,000 and it comes from the Head that he asked
the question before, which is the Cultural Grants Head.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, Mr Speaker, the reason why | had to pose this question before the deadline is that
in the previous schedule that we can now more or less call obsolete, in answer to Question 12, the Minister
had put down that there was £10,000 given to the Gibraltar Philharmonic Orchestra.

So part one of my supplementary is that it raised a concern so that the Society was not receiving any
money. | accept that we have kept to that £10,000 well spent in being one of the sponsors, it is nice to see
Mr Speaker, when we do go to the concert that among the list of sponsors of individual companies and so
on that the Government of Gibraltar is a sponsor and | think that is right and fitting and therefore there is no
query in respect of that £10,000.

The schedule given to me just a few minutes ago clarifies that. But then, Mr Speaker, can the Minister
sort of confirm or deny whatever that no additional money has been given to anybody, be it the Gibraltar
Philharmonic Orchestra or whoever, in respect of purchasing woodwind instruments to develop the
Gibraltar Youth Orchestra. Have we made any contributions towards an orchestra or is that just a simple
human clerical error, | would say?

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, if he got that information from the previous schedule, it was an error.
This now updates and corrects all the errors that is why we are having this discussion and | have given him
the new one.

Q91/2015
Heritage sites —
Details and costs of works

Clerk: Question 91, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Heritage provide details of all works, together with a breakdown
of the respective costs undertaken at any heritage related site, since the answer provided to Question
13/2015 as well as stating by whom these works were carried out?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, further to the

answer to Question 13/2015, further works undertaken at heritage sites inclusive of costs and works carried
out are:

(a) Site Europa Pass

Works: Emergency Works

Constructor: Koala Construction

Amount: £1,534.32

(b) Site: South Port Gates

Works: Repairs to wooden door
Contractor: Gibraltar Cultural Services Limited
Amount: £300

(c) Site: Montagu Bastion Bunker

Works: Removal of loose concrete blocks
Contractor: Construction and Maintenance Company Limited
Amount £1,680
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(d) Site: Trafalgar Cemetery and St Jago’s Stone Block
Works: Fixing of gate posts, balustrade and painting works
Contractor: Straits Overseas Limited

Amount: £1,620.

Hon. E J Reyes: Yes, fair enough Mr Speaker, but he did say that the Europa Pass was sort of
emergency works, but he has not said whether it was the gate, the painting or so on. What type of
emergency work, does the Minister have any pertinent information?

Hon. S E Linares: Yes, Mr Speaker, because | remember the day that it happened. If he knows where
the Europa path is, there were some rocks that were falling off the actual wall and there is a house just
beside a property and if any accident had happened... It is also to do with the buildings that are at the top, if
the hon. Member knows where | am talking about, there must have been probably some works happening at
the top and part of the wall was falling down, some of the rocks had fallen down so these are emergency
works.

What we did was, we sent the contractor there, they put scaffolding up, in these cases they are stone
blocks that might move and therefore what you do is you put them back in and you make them safe. So that
is exactly the type of work it was.

Hon. E J Reyes: No, Mr Speaker, let me just double-check. The repair works carried out at South Port
Gates, am | correct — my note says Gibraltar Construction Services Limited, no? Then can the Minister
enlighten me?

Hon. S E Linares: Mr Speaker, this was another emergency work of which one of the doors was
flapping and it was dangerous and it is Gibraltar Cultural Services. Gibraltar Cultural Services is the
company that runs the Mackintosh Hall, that runs the Ince’s Hall and all this has replaced the agency.

What happens is that these works and the maintenance team had to go out, which is a heritage job, but
because it was such an emergency works, we could not get anybody 1 think it was a Saturday evening, so
when | called the Cultural Services because they were the ones who reported it to me, | said, ‘Why don’t
you go out and do the work yourselves?’ and they did. So that is exactly what they did. They just made it
safe so that at a later date we will do the whole works again.

Q92/2015
Liberator Bomber AM911 —
Progress on removing and exhibiting wreck

Clerk: Question 92, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Heritage provide an update on the progress made so far in respect
of Government’s intentions as stated by the Chief Minister at the National Press Club on Tuesday, 8th
October 2013, ‘to work with the Museum in order to bring Liberator Bomber AM, or Alpha Mike, AM911
out of the sea and placed on permanent exhibition in Gibraltar’?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Sport, Culture Heritage and Youth.

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, the HM

Government of Gibraltar is still exploring the feasibility and technical aspects of removing the wreck from
the bottom of the sea in conjunction with the Gibraltar Museum.

TRANSPORT, TRAFFIC AND TECHNICAL SERVICES
Q123-132/2015
Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan —
Cycling

Clerk: We now move to Question 123, and the questioner is the Hon. S M Figueras.
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Hon. S M Figueras: Yes, Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Transport say on what basis the Sustainable
Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan states that cycling is not currently seen as a viable form of transport?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, | will
answer this question together with Questions 124 to 132/2015.

Clerk: Question 124, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say when a comprehensive cycle strategy will be
formulated for Gibraltar and explain why one has not been devised in the last three years?

Clerk: Question 125, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport detail the strategy/strategies the Government has
developed to ensure the safety of cyclists in Gibraltar?

Clerk: Question 126, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say when a comprehensive programme of cycle
facilities will be delivered by this Government?

Clerk: Question 127, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say whether cycling will be allowed as part of the
Core Cycle Network between Convent Place and Casemates along the pedestrianised areas of Main Street?

Clerk: Question 128, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say whether cycling will be allowed along Irish
Town?

Clerk: Question 129, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say whether he has identified potential locations for
the establishment of Toucan crossings and advanced stop lines for cyclists?

Clerk: Question 130, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say how soon work will begin on the introduction
of cycle safety routes as set out in the Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan and provide details of
the features of these cycle safety routes?

Clerk: Question 131, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say whether the Government will be introducing
‘Ride to Work’ schemes in the nature of similar schemes available from time to time in the UK?

Clerk: Question 132, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say what the total amount of expenditure being
budgeted for by his Department for investment in cycling infrastructure is?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, the draft
Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan includes proposed indicative routes for cycle and
pedestrian priority.

At the current consultation stage, feedback is being sought on the principles of the route network and the
policies to promote cycling and walking. The deadline for feedback to be provided is tomorrow
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20th February 2015 and | very much look forward to reading the input provided by the public and if he is to
be positive about this in any way, the hon. Member opposite.

Once the Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan consultation is complete and account has been
taken of the responses, further work will be required to develop and design the routes as part of the
implementation stage. If adopted, these routes are expected to incorporate a range of measures, such as
Toucan crossings and advanced stop lines.

Cycle routes are not meant to replace pedestrian routes but be complementary to them as part of the
wider modal shift in forms of transport being proposed. However, the compatibility of pedestrian and cycle
movements need to be taken into account and to this end, Main Street and Irish Town are not included as
cycle routes at present.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, | have asked a significant number of questions which the Minister has
asked be bunched together, but there really are a significant number of issues that he has not dealt with.

I start with the first question, which is the one | asked the Minister for Transport to say on what basis the
Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan states that cycling is not currently seen as a viable form of
transport.

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, we must remember that this is a draft plan; it does not necessarily mean
that everything in that plan is what the Government’s view of entirely what the plan should be. Remember,
Mott MacDonald Consultants who were engaged in this were tasked to actually give the Government their
proposals and their views independently of what | thought, or we thought or anybody else thought for that
matter.

Hence the perception that they have received when they have been interviewing individuals, people who
could possibly use cycling as a form of transport and the main problem or issue raised was that people who
were questioned felt that at this point in time, cycling was not currently seen as a viable form of transport.
They perceived that they did not feel safe or secure.

So it is not why the Minister for Transport says that it is not considered viable, it is not the
Government’s opinion; it is what has come about from public consultation.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, a number of points on that answer.

The summary published not last week but the week before, is a summary of the plan itself. Therefore
when | asked the question about why it is that the summary of the plan says certain things, | enquire as to
why it is that it says such things.

Now the Hon. Minister tells us that this is about Mott MacDonald’s independent view and it is also as a
result of the responses received.

But, Mr Speaker, would it not be in fact the case, or is it not the case, that given the likely
preponderance of responses to the survey having come from people who want cycling, given the
disproportionate bias to other forms of transport other than cycling, that this was a likely outcome; and that
in fact, Mr Speaker, as has become clear in cities around the world, it is through political leadership and a
genuine commitment to the idea of cycling that cycling in fact flourishes?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, the hon. Member’s view of the plan is intrinsically flawed. This is not a
draft; this is a draft Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan and as | said earlier, it is the views of
the consultants and is also partly the view of the Government. We chose to publish the whole lot, the whole
findings of the plan and not hide anything or say and there are things here which are contentious but
everything is here now.

Having said that this is not the plan, this is a very abridged version of the plan. The plan itself when it is
printed in due course will be a very, very thorough document which will have things and contingents which
are not within this plan or may at least have only been slightly touched upon within the plan and they will
be elaborated upon and built upon. So those people who are interested in seeing the reasons for certain
proposals or want to go into further detail can do so. But the plan itself will be a very, very detailed and
large document.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, before | go on to labour the point which | consider is a very important
one about political leadership in this context, | would hasten to add to the Minister that in fact, my
description of the document, for clarification sake, was that it is a summary of the plan because that is what
it is, that is what | have called it, that is what they have called it and yes, it is in draft to the extent that it is
still subject to more consultation, still subject to the kind of consultation that means that he does not give
answers in this House to questions that I ask.

Now in his original answer, Mr Speaker, he invites me to make a positive contribution to this debate by
participating in the consultation process. Well, Mr Speaker, you really do not get more positive than having
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come to this House practically every month since we were elected to Opposition to talk about solutions, to
talk about possibilities which surely the Minister will have taken note of and will constitute my
participation in the process which I think is significant enough.

However, to labour the point about the political leadership, Mr Speaker, my concern and the reason why
| raise this, is because a plan that identifies cycling and walking as alternatives that should be explored as
alternatives, that should be developed as alternatives that people should be made aware of, as being good
alternatives of transport to the car and to the motorcycle as they have been for a very, very long time,
cannot in my view do well by departing from the premise that cycling in Gibraltar is dangerous, which is
the view that the Hon. Minister for Transport, the previous Hon. Minister for Transport expressed in this
House the first time we met in January 2012 and the view that is expressed in the plan.

Does the Minister not agree that by expressing the view that it is not safe, that it is not a viable form of
transport in Gibraltar, without saying more, Mr Speaker, without saying it will be because we will invest x
amount or we will do this and that to make it so, is not the basis upon which to depart on trying to make this
a cycling community, as | know and | am sure he knows, this community can become.

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, personally | do not have a death wish so | do not go out on my bicycle
to get run over or killed or maimed in any way, and | am sure he does not do so either. But that does not
mean that the perception of the general public out there, and the reason why there are no more people
joining us when we cycle out there, is because they feel that it is perfectly safe.

I mean these are exactly the views that came out of the public consultation. People do not think like we
do. And one of the things that the hon. Member did ask me to look at — because he was very concerned
because he himself had actually been hit in the rear while he was riding his bicycle — (Interjections and
laughter) One of the things that he highlighted because he had actually been hit by a car, was the possibility
of a zebra crossing or a pelican crossing outside Portland House. So it is clear... That was just his brush
with danger in that respect. (Interjection) Well, it might have been a motorcycle, but anyway...

People’s perception of whether cycling is safe is not what we feel and I find that cycling is safe enough
for me to actually take to the road but that is not the perception of the people that were questioned.

Hon. S M Figueras: Which brings me to another point | would make in relation to a number of
questions that he has not actually answered.

The second question | asked, number 124, asked when a comprehensive cycle strategy will be
formulated for Gibraltar and to explain why one has not been devised during the last three years. You see,
Mr Speaker, the comprehensive cycle strategy is one that is mentioned in the summary of the draft
Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan — I hope | got its label right — and | was simply asking the
Minister to elucidate upon the details of what that comprehensive cycle strategy will be and when we can
expect it to be devised.

And again, Mr Speaker, | have made no secret over the last three years in this House of my
disappointment at the fact that nothing has been done in terms of increasing cycling safety awareness by
having advertising campaigns or anything of the sort, an initiative which the plan itself identifies as being
necessary to promoting the safe use and adoption of cycling as an alternative form of transport and the
Minister insists in telling me that because it is going through another process of consultation, he is not
going to give me any more details.

Mr Speaker, the question is asked in this House and | believe that this is information that he now has,
because the plan has been in the making for the last three years. So will the Minister, and this is not my last
supplementary because, Mr Speaker, he has not answered many of the questions, will the Minister tell us
when that comprehensive cycle strategy will be formulated for Gibraltar and tell us why no advance, no
progress has been made in the development of one in the last three years, when surely he will have been
appraised of the information and the likely recommendations that the consultants, who we hope have not
brainwashed him, will have brought to his attention during the course of the last three years.(Banging on
desks)

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, it is incredible that the hon. Member who had 16 years to set up a safety
for cyclists (Several Members: Hear, hear) —

Mr Speaker: No, no, now we are beginning to debate and this is not the time to debate. If you want to
debate, then let us have a motion on the Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan and you can debate
it under the rules of debate. So get to the point.

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, as | was saying | think the comments made by the hon. Member are
extremely unfair. Now the traffic plan is in a stage of development, it is still in the stage of development
and the Government will announce all these measures when it feels fit to do so.
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The only reason why | think the hon. Member has been pushing for a traffic plan, traffic plan, traffic
plan, is to have an opportunity just to look at it with a fine tooth comb and just criticise it like they criticise
all other Government projects to the hilt. That is exactly the impression of what is happening here.

So whether there is a comprehensive cycle strategy he will have to wait and see, but it is the intention of
this Government to help promote other forms of transport, other sustainable forms of transport and cycling
is one of them in question, as is walking.

So as and when the Government is prepared to make mention of these initiatives and as the final traffic
plan comes into the public, he will then be furnished with the information he requires.

Several Members: Hear, hear. (Banging on desks)

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, the hon. Members applaud a lack of a plan because there is nothing
yet concrete. Which brings me to the next question and that is Question 125 which is asking for the
Minister to detail the strategy or strategies the Government has developed to ensure the safety of cyclists in
Gibraltar. At first glance, Mr Speaker, | have to say none from my own personal experience.

However, the reason why | was asking the question is because as an example in the UK and elsewhere,
construction vehicles of which there are many in Gibraltar these days, many carrying scaffolding or empty
scaffolding lorries, represent a clear and present danger to cyclists in those communities.

Now | asked the question because | am interested to understand what the plan has unearthed in terms of
cycling safety measures that this Government will be taking and | would ask the Minister to articulate a few
of those for our benefit.

Hon. P J Balban: Let me see what the previous plan actually said about those things to see whether we
can gain any insight.

Mr Speaker: Let me give a little bit of guidance. Please sit down.

I think there is an alternative procedure that I would commend to hon. Members generally and
particularly to Members of the Opposition. If you want to discuss, if you want to debate something like the
traffic plan, all you have to do is to introduce a neutral motion: “This House notes the recommendations, the
contents of the traffic plan.’

You can then debate the matter, raise all the points that you want. It is not as if you are introducing a
motion which you might lose by Government majority. It is a totally neutral device which was adopted very
often during the years when | was a Member of the House. It can be done with the traffic plan, it can be
done with the report of the Ombudsman, it can be done with the report of the Principal Auditor and either
the Government or the Opposition can introduce a very short motion. ‘This House takes note of the...” and
then the rules of debate apply.

It is a far better method of procedure in my view than the present one, where you are constrained by the
rules applying to questions.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, I am grateful for the Chair’s intervention and I take on board the
recommendation as we have on a number of occasions in the past, but if the Chair will indulge me, Mr
Speaker, | have been nothing but positive about the plan since it was published. | said so publicly on
Newswatch last week when the plan was published.

All I want to do, Mr Speaker, is to elucidate information from the Minister and that is all | am seeking to
do. I do not wish to debate the plan today; | wish to elucidate information, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: What | do not want hon. Members to do is to keep on going back over what happened
over the last 16 or 20 years and both sides do that. Both sides of the House do that. That is what I do not
want them to do.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, granted, but today during this question and answer session, Mr
Speaker, I have only asked about the Government’s performance in respect of this very particular project
and nothing else. | have not alluded to the last 16 years and neither do | want to. | only want information,
Mr Speaker. (Interjection and Laughter) No, and Mr Speaker | am perfectly happy to talk about the last 16
years if it is in fact what we are going to do here today, but it is not.

What | want to do, is to elucidate information from the Minister which he is hesitant to give me and he
betrays his nervousness by so very quickly alluding to the last 16 years of GSD Government, because of
course, Mr Speaker, he is nervous about the fact that in the 16 years of the GSD Government, so much was
achieved that they cannot hope to emulate in four, eight or even 20 years.
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Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, the hon. Member has gone back to the past 16 years once again and |
feel that it is only... Why can’t | go back to the last 16 years?

| totally disagree with what the hon. Member is saying, the Government has brought out a very positive
plan, a very thorough plan, a plan which has been generally very well received even by the hon. Member as
he rightly says. But when we look at cycle safety which is something which the hon. Member is raising, and
| unfortunately have to see where we are today and what we have inherited along the years and what we did
was a scheme which we will talk about later because it is part of...there are questions related to this later
on, a scheme which failed, which was the GibiBike scheme.

Now the Government, as | said, is very, very keen and is going to be pushing to help encourage people
to sustainable forms of transport, cycling being one of them and the Government will be looking at — as you
can see in the plan — the possibility of cycle lanes, which we have been very clear about, with Wellington
Front and the walls being used as a segregated cycle lane, so people are not in contact with vehicles. We are
looking at every single road in Gibraltar to see whether there is a possibility of having segregated bicycle
lanes, which appears to be extremely difficult because of Gibraltar’s roads and Gibraltar is too small in size
to be able to merit and have this sort of infrastructural changes.

Obviously the Government, like any other Government, will be keen on ensuring the safety of cyclists
by use of protective gear if necessary and the Government will most certainly be looking at a scheme for
bicycle rental which works, because unfortunately the one — and | am sorry, Mr Speaker, having to go back
to that — because what we took over in 2011 was a system which was rushed, which did not work, spares
were not available, many of them got stolen and we inherited a lump of bicycles that were unusable.

The Government will take its time, do things properly, because we think that in most modern urban
cities around the world, there are schemes which work better or worse, but there are schemes where people
can borrow bikes or rent bikes or whatever, and the Government is keen to look at all these schemes but we
will do things correctly. We are not rushed to do it and we will make sure that when we have them, that
they work.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, | am grateful to the Hon. Minister for that reply, inasmuch as he
provides at least a glimpse of a variety of initiatives that the Government might be able to adopt for itself in
terms of enhancing cycling safety. It is lamentable, however, that they have had three years to embark on a
programme of awareness on television or in the press, which did not require external consultants at a cost of
hundreds of thousands of pounds to brainwash the Minister into agreeing to, but I will now continue and
ask a further supplementary arising from specific questions that | have already asked.

In relation to the GibiBike scheme, Mr Speaker, the Hon. Minister will know that there are two or three
questions in the Order Paper on that subject and | will therefore not deal with those suggestions, wrong as
they are, at this juncture.

| asked the Minister whether he could say when a comprehensive programme of cycle facilities will be
delivered by the Government. Again, the answer to the question, Mr Speaker, was a very general one where
everything is being looked at. But | would be grateful if the Minister could give me pay particular attention
to that and tell me when it is in fact, that we can expect this comprehensive programme of cycle facilities.

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, before the actual question was asked, the prelude to the question is that
obviously he is begging me me to go back to the 16 years. | will refrain from doing so because you have
said that we should not, but he keeps on saying what have we done in the three years that we have had.

Well, we have a traffic plan which we have said will be a thorough investigation which will give us a
very good idea of what we want to do. If he is saying what have we done in the past three years, well if we
had inherited something better we would have continued with that, but we did not unfortunately. Again he
keeps on asking me to go back and I will try to refrain from doing so.

Again, the hon. Member expects me from the plan to start giving him dates, when am | going to do this,
when am | going to do that and when is the Government going to embark on the other? He will learn in due
course when the Government is ready to have a timeframe if the Government sees that system to be fit, he
will have it. But what he cannot expect is a document which has gone out for public consultation which is
almost towards the end of that public consultation, for me to give him details of what he is asking.

He is asking for costs, he is asking for timeframes, he is asking for specifics and unfortunately, those
specifics are not available to the hon. Member. This work is still being developed and once we are ready to
give him more specific information, we will be happy to do so.

Hon. S M Figueras: Well, Mr Speaker, that is just inaction hiding behind consultation, but we will
leave that there.

Moving on to Question 127 which he did answer, remarkably, in saying no cycling will not be allowed
along the pedestrianised areas of Main Street or Irish Town. | would ask, Mr Speaker, is the Minister
content that it is okay, it is legal, it is in fact allowed for goods vehicles to be in the area of Main Street and
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Irish Town before 10.00 a.m., or 11.00 a.m. | think it is, in the morning; but yet an eco-friendly, quiet,
inoffensive form of transport as cycling is not allowed in that area? Is that something that has the potential
of being revisited in that context?

Hon. P J Balban: Once again, Mr Speaker, this is what we have had. There have never been bicycles
allowed to cycle through Main Street or Irish Town. Why is it all of a sudden so important that bicycles
should cycle down there? If you want my opinion — (Interjection) But the Government — we could have
been briefed by them, but if you want my opinion on whether cycling through Main Street and Irish Town
is safe, well I have my doubts.

Bicycles are quiet methods of transport. They can travel in one direction or they can travel in others
whereas goods vehicles will travel in one direction, their engines make noise, they travel at slow speeds,
whereas the bicycle can whisk silently south, west, east, north and people are coming through tributaries,
pedestrians are walking. Take Irish Town for example, we have pedestrians coming through all the
tributaries to Irish Town and if you are going to make walking dangerous as a result of encouraging
bicycles, then | do not think that is convenient.

I think pedestrians, who are the majority of persons, should be encouraged and should not be having to
look behind their backs. We have problems with mobility scooters who run people over in Main Street and
there are all sorts of issues. So | think these things have to be thought about very carefully.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, | am grateful that he has confirmed that it is of his own initiative that
he does not want to pursue the idea of allowing cycling on Main Street before 11.00 a.m. like the heavy
goods vehicles and to explore the possibility of restricting cycle traffic to those hours and in the direction of
the flow of traffic as they exist today. But I can move on, Mr Speaker, because | have my answer.

In relation to —

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, if | may, would the hon. Member give way? | have given the hon.
Gentleman —

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, | am not going to give way unless it is a Point of Order. (Interjections
by Mr Speaker and other Members) No, no, thank you very much. Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. As |
was saying, | am happy to give way for a Point of Order though. There is not one? Oh good. (Interjections)

Mr Speaker, Question 131 — we got to 132, is that right? (A Member: Yes.) Again, there was no
mention of the Hon. Minister in his replies to the questions of whether the Government is looking to
introduce something like a ‘ride to work scheme’ as has existed in the UK from time to time and it is not
something that from my review of the plan, was present in it, or rather the summary of the draft Sustainable
Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan.

Could the Minister please enlighten us as to whether this is something that the Government is looking at
but is not in the plan?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, just to answer a question or comment that the hon. Member made
earlier, | gave a reply to a question which was my opinion of cycle riding in Irish Town and along Main
Street. That does not necessarily mean... | said it was my opinion, that does not necessarily reflect the
Government’s opinion. What will happen is, all these things have been looked at and will be taken into
account. Just because I think that this should be done, or I think that should be done, this is not my plan and
any way this has not been my brain child; this has been something that has come across — no I will not —

Hon. S M Figueras: On a Point of Order, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: Yes, what is the Point of Order.

Hon. S M Figueras: Yes, | wanted to refer to the Hon. Minister’s original answer in relation to that
particular question and the answer was no. Not that it was up for consultation; that the answer was no. That
was the Point of Order, Mr Speaker.

Hon. P J Balban: I do not know what that was all about, Mr Speaker, but what | am saying is whether
in future bicycles will be seen riding along Irish Town or on Main Street, that is something which the plan

will develop further and we will see what will happen. (Interjection)

Mr Speaker: Now you have had... | think we can now leave the question of Main Street and Irish
Town. You have been asked about Question... [Inaudible].

39



1785

1790

1795

1800

1805

1810

1815

1820

1825

1830

1835

1840

GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, THURSDAY, 19th FEBRUARY 2015

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, all these things are being looked at as part of the plan, the consultants
are UK consultants and they are very up to date on all sorts of plans, including the ‘ride to work’ scheme
which is in fact the ‘cycle to work’ scheme. I do not know whether, it is official, in order to...— it is ‘cycle
to work’ scheme and not the ride. | do not know where he has got the term ‘ride’ from, he has probably
heard it somewhere. But our UK consultants are providing us with all these similar schemes to try to
incentivise and if the Government decides to adopt some of these we will make an announcement when
necessary.

Hon. S M Figueras: Finally, Mr Speaker in relation to these questions specifically on cycling, | asked
what | thought was a valid question certainly, and one which | think the Minister will agree is important in
the grand scheme of this debate.

That is to enquire as to what the extent of the investment planned by his budget entitling infrastructure
is. You see, Mr Speaker, | asked the question because in countries on the continent such as the Netherlands
where investment is very significant, the modal share of commuting trips or journeys carried out on
bicycles is much, much higher than in other places in Europe. In the Netherlands for example it is 27% and
in Denmark it is 19% and the UK languishes behind at about 2% in terms of the modal share.

But it is evident from the report of the All Parliamentary Cycling Group in the UK that cities that invest
in infrastructure see a significant increase in the modal share of cycling, such as Oxford and Cambridge
who respectively have a rate of 17% and 30%. So my question to the Minister would be twofold. One, what
is the current modal share of cycling as a form of transport in Gibraltar and have those findings been
provided to him and his Department by the plan, or by Messrs Mott MacDonald; and secondly, how much
money is budgeted by his Department — and | am talking about looking forward not back, in terms of
investment in cycling infrastructure.

Hon. P J Balban: A very clever bit of reading there on the part of the hon. Member, coming up with
‘modal shares of cycling” and all these things which he is very up on.

Mr Speaker, the Government will be — what we cannot do is compare little Gibraltar to Oxford and
Cambridge or places in Holland as to what we invest in cycling infrastructure. We are very limited in
Gibraltar, which means to say that no matter how much we invest in trying to encourage people to cycle in
Gibraltar, there is so much we can do. So what we are looking at is a possibility of including some cycle
lanes, which is the most we can do and encouraging people to use this form of transport.

So as | said, the full report, when the report is published... What the hon. Gentleman wants is for the
Government to say, ‘We want more and more information, because that gives me more and more fuel to be
able to attack and criticise and whatever.” No, unfortunately we are not ready to provide you with all this
information, and | do think at this stage, which is a draft public document, that people really want to know
what the Government is going to be budgeting or what the modal share or any fancy term in that respect.

The Government obviously will be budgeting for the traffic plan, the Government will be investing
considerably in the traffic plan and the hon. Member will have to wait and see how that is shared
throughout all the different aspects of the plan itself.

Hon. S M Figueras: Well, Mr Speaker, | rise only to disagree with the Hon. Minister’s assessment of
the terms that | have used as fancy language. It is what it is, a modal share of use and | also disagree with
his assessment of my approach to these questions this morning, Mr Speaker.

I have been doing nothing but seeking information from him to try and understand the reach of this plan
and the extent to which we can all expect that in years to come, because this is not going to happen
overnight and | acknowledge that, how we are going to see cycling develop as a form of transport in
Gibraltar.

Of course the plan is not limited to that, it has many other aspects, many of which we touch upon in
further questions in the Order Paper but, Mr Speaker, | suppose what is most regrettable is that whilst he
perhaps to a certain extent, rightly identifies that Gibraltar has certain limitations — not that we are limited
because we are certainly limited only by our imagination and that of our political leadership — | would ask
the Minister to say what he considers are the series of measures that he can take, starting today, to try and
encourage the use of cycling as an alternative form of transport in Gibraltar?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, it is not what | think. When the Government is ready to provide him
with information of what the Government thinks, | will do that.

Now, no matter how much forward planning: | have not planned ahead because eventually in the future
| suppose we will see cars that fly! (Laughter) But we are not going to go down that route in that respect.
As | said, when the Government is ready to provide the hon. Member with that sort of information, then we
will do but we are not ready yet.
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Q133-135/2015
Bicycle rental scheme —
Plans for delivery

Clerk: Question 133, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Transport provide full specifications of the urban
bike rental scheme contemplated by the Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan — that should read
‘the summary of the Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan’ (A Member: Draft.) ‘draft’ —
including information as to when such a scheme will be available?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, | will
answer this question together with Questions 134 and 135.

Clerk: Question 134, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say whether the Government has now formulated
plans for the delivery of an urban bicycle rental scheme or whether they will be resurrecting the GibiBikes?

Clerk: Question 135, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say if Members of the original GibiBike scheme
will automatically be registered as members of a new urban bicycle rental scheme, whatever shape that may
take, in the future?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, the
Government has no plans to resurrect the ill-thought out and so badly rushed GibiBike scheme, which has
been a huge GSD waste of money for our community.

However, the Government is looking into the possibility of introducing a new, well-thought out,
unrushed and value-for-money bicycle rental scheme. We are therefore looking at all the commercial
options that are available in that respect.

At this point, I am not in a position to provide any further details. If such a scheme will be introduced,
we would welcome back all the members of the original and ill-fated GibiBike scheme. However, a
decision as to whether registration will be automatic cannot be taken at this stage.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, | welcome the answer by the Minister inasmuch as he says that there
will at some point — nobody knows when — be a GibiBike equivalent urban bicycle rental scheme.

I do, however, have to disagree with the premise that it was a GSD failure that the GibiBike scheme
became as problematic as it did. At the time there were many questions and answers across this floor —

Mr Speaker: Now you have made your point. You said and that you disagree, but we are not going to
debate that.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker —

Mr Speaker: We are not going to go into detail in debating — you have refuted the point —

Hon. S M Figueras: Grateful, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: — that has been made about a waste of money, so leave it at that and now you go on.

Hon. S M Figueras: Grateful, Mr Speaker. Yes, happy to, Mr Speaker. | am grateful for the guidance.

In relation to the urban bicycle rental scheme that the Government is looking at, | note that he says that
the automatic registration of members will not be possible.

Is there any indication at this stage of whether the integration of that urban bicycle rental scheme in

terms of locating it close to bus stops, which is something | saw in one of the images in the draft, in the
summary of the draft Sustainable Traffic and Transport Plan, will be more or less a la GibiBikes in terms of
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having it close to bus stops, as they were intended to be when the scheme rolled out to the South District
and other areas, which in the event it never did?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, | think | heard the hon. Member say that | had said that it will not be
possible to automatically register persons — if that is what he said then | need to correct his view because |
said that at this moment in time, a decision as to whether registration would be automatic cannot be taken at
this stage. So just to correct that point in case | misheard.

Now again, Mr Speaker would not wish me to go back and debate why the bikes were so good or so bad
or whatever. Clearly the public at large knows whether they were good or bad and why they did not survive.

Anyway, in order to be able to — which is part of the question — in order to be able to, resurrect the
GibiBikes you would need nothing close to a miracle really, because in order to resurrect these bicycles is
just not possible. The bicycles had serious issues with the locking mechanisms, they had issues with bikes
which were stolen as a result of their faulty locking mechanisms, which would have been fine as long as the
locking mechanisms could have been repaired or spares could be bought or they could be upgraded. But
then, the company was not there to be able to deliver on spares, on service and so the bicycles just died a
natural death. So unfortunately that is GibiBikes and many of these bikes are lying in the bus depot as a
carcass of rotted metal, which is a shame, because it was a huge expense to the Taxpayer at the time.

Now the Government’s idea is that Government is looking into potential schemes because as I said
earlier, in most modern urban cities, bicycle sharing systems do work. They are not profit making schemes
as the hon. Members knows, so care has to be taken that at least if we are going to invest money in a
scheme that it stands the test of time, which unfortunately the others did not. So that is imperative.

Whether the racks will be close to the bus stops or not, well if you think about the size of Gibraltar,
there are bus stops very close to each other so these racks will be close enough to bus stops. They will be
very much within walking distance or a stone’s throw away from buses. Whether they will appear like the
picture shows which is the bus stop which has a rack right beside it, whether it will be that configuration or
slightly apart, well again these are just ideas.

The idea of the document was to charge people’s views on the plan and they can come back to us with
ideas. It was meant to be a plan, a document which would see how people thought and get them interested
and get them debating and saying well this is really bad or this is really good or this will work or this will
not work. | think the plan has done that, I think... the closing date is tomorrow, | think people have been
interested either way, whether they are interested because this will affect them or interested positively or
whether interest because it will affect them negatively.

I think everyone loves the idea of a traffic plan as long as it does not affect their immediate vicinity and
I think people have said and even NGOs have stated, we have to wait and see how things go. There has got
to be a series of pilot schemes and | think the plan has done that. It has created a lot of interest, a lot of
comments. Some have been negative, some have been positive; some people have written objective pieces
on the plan in very much detail which Government really appreciates. |1 have actually gone through it
section by section, so | think the Government has achieved what it set out to do.

Now it will be a time to look at all of these, reflect upon all the ideas and come up with a plan which is
well balanced and for the good of the whole community in every respect to try and encourage people to stop
using their vehicles as often, to use the excellent bus service that we have, eventually to hopefully use a
bike scheme when we are able to decide on how to proceed on that, encourage walking and all the other
methods which include sustainability to.

So as | said, this plan is a plan in progress. | know it has taken time and the hon. Member has been
really enthusiastic, he has been positive — so much so that he did say publicly that if they ever took office in
the future they would not bin it. Of course they would not because I truly think it is a great plan.

So as | said, if the hon. Member just gives us the gift of that extra time, we are almost there now and
then all these things will be revealed in due course.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, | am grateful to the Hon. Minister and there is only one more
question. But what | would say is that of course | understand that a certain amount of artistic licence has to
be given in the production of illustrations and diagrams in the plan. There is one in the plan of a lady riding
a moped on Zoca Flank in a bikini not wearing a helmet. So we are perfectly happy to allow them the
artistic licence you need to give in these instances, Mr Speaker.

Also to touch upon a point that he has made which I think is very important and one which | have made
publicly but which I wish to make here in this Parliament. Mr Speaker, our approach to these things will be
very different to theirs. We will not, if elected to Government this year, take that plan and rubbish it just
because it is not our plan. That is not how we do things and that is not how we will do things if we are
entrusted with the stewardship of this community this year.

What | would ask, what | would ask the hon. Member is whether he can say whether he has any regrets
that this investment that they are looking at and there is no account of how much that could be, but certainly
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in the context of the very, very many and splendid investments being made by this Government in projects
for the better of the community at large, whether perhaps this might not have been one of those projects
which the Government could have taken under its wing at an earlier stage, as soon as it had identified that
the GibiBike scheme was not going to exist for much longer, in order to continue to reap the benefits of the
interest and the commitment of so many users who were coming to GibiBikes in their droves?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, yes the Government could have just as they did, got rid of the GibiBike
scheme and started looking for another scheme but again, we have the main issue of public perception of
cycling in Gibraltar, which we spoke about initially. For us to place a new scheme to replace the old
without looking at the actual real reasons why perhaps the bicycle scheme would never be used by people...
I do recall that people would use it from the frontier to 6/7 Europort and from the frontier to Waterport
Place. Those were the most common routes because people who came to work who lived across the border
would use them.

I know that they were popular for the short life they had within that route, but people, | do not think — |
may be wrong as | was not there at the time, but | do not think that people... If they are worried about
cycling in Gibraltar and the perception is that it is not entirely safe, | do not think any bicycle scheme would
encourage people to just take up cycling.

As | said, but once we have segregated bicycle lanes, hopefully which is what we are looking at which
is part of the Wellington Front Project then people I think will start realising that cycling can be another
way of moving from A to B even if it is just through leisure, it does not have to be a form of transport but
encourage people through leisure to use these bicycles, keep people fit which is another reason why people
walk or cycle, not just to get cars off the street, it is also to become healthier people.

I do not think, personally, that at the time it would have been a good idea to have scrapped one scheme
and replaced it with another because one did not work and this one would have. I think when we are ready
and | think when people are ready, I think it is something which we definitely need to explore.

Now, when I mentioned that the hon. Member was looking at the plan with a fine tooth comb, | have got
excellent vision, | have got very, very good vision, but | would need a magnifying glass to see whether the
lady driving her bicycle on Zoca Flank is wearing a bikini or not. It just goes to show how in-depth the
gentleman has gone into the plan just to be able to make useless comments or comments which do not
really mean much in terms of, it is not a comment which is constructive in any way; it is just a little... | do
not want to use a rude word, just a little... you know. So anyway it just goes to show my perception of what
the hon. Gentleman has being doing with the plan.

So as | said just to round off, in essence first let us correct the perception of people, let us encourage
people, let us make cycling safer in the perception of people and once we do so, once we have our
segregated bicycle lanes, then let us invest in a scheme in a system of the rental bikes perhaps which would
also explore, which we do need to explore, because the previous scheme only rented bicycles, but they
never thought | think anyway of renting helmets because that would have been the cherry on the cake I
suppose because people can use a bicycle but not wear a helmet. There is no law that says you have to use a
helmet. Now whether we want to or whether we do not want to, that is a different story. Will people
encourage that or will it be another thing to carry around.

But again, we need to look at everything and the Government will be looking at a scheme which works
throughout.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, the Minister betrays his fragility when he touches upon once more
just an amusing side comment that | made in relation to the plan in terms of artistic licence and that is
where | am going to leave that point.

I am going to say, Mr Speaker, that we are going to have to agree to disagree on the popularity of the
GibiBike scheme because | recall asking in this House, Mr Speaker, questions in relation to the numbers of
people who were signing up to the scheme when it was already in full scale descent to detritus and the
numbers of people signing up were still significant because there were a lot of people depending on that
scheme.

Now, we will agree to disagree on the point of whether it was a good idea to just take one scheme and
replace it with another one which was not beset by all the difficulties and problems that the first one was.
But what | will ask the Minister now, Mr Speaker, is a question which | think arises from the answer and
which | think needs to be answered to do away with any kind of ambiguity. That is, whether there is any
question whatsoever, that an urban bike rental scheme will at some point return to Gibraltar?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, Government is looking positively at it, very positively at it. It is
something which, as | said, all major cities have. | personally think it is a good idea, As the hon. Member
said, there were people who signed up for the scheme but I think it is very different, I think when a new
scheme comes up and something different arises, | think many people are keen to sign on. We have to really
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analyse and what should have been analysed is what the use was after that. As | said when something new
turns up it is a great idea, you go and you sign up. Whether you then use it or not is a different issue.

Hon. N F Costa: May 1?
Hon. P J Balban: Yes, please do, yes.

Hon. N F Costa: Mr Speaker, if I may, my hon. Friend is being far too generous. He should not accept
the premise of the hon. Gentleman’s questions. The GibiBike scheme did not —

Mr Speaker: No, out of order. The hon. Member is out of order.
Hon. N F Costa: Mr Speaker, | am answering the premises of his question —
Mr Speaker: No, | will not allow it, the question —

Hon. N F Costa: — which relates to the GibiBike scheme, and | was the Minister responsible for the
GibiBike scheme for three years.

Mr Speaker: | am sorry, the Hon. Minister will sit down because the questions have not been addressed
to him. In the last three quarters of an hour to an hour, we have been dealing with cycling, and it does not
involve —

Hon. N F Costa: Mr Speaker, the hon. Gentleman gave way to allow me —

Mr Speaker: To who?

Hon. N F Costa: To me, the hon. Gentleman —

Mr Speaker: He had no business to give way to you — what for?

Hon. N F Costa: Because | am answering —

Mr Speaker: He has answered the question —

Hon. N F Costa: Mr Speaker, the hon. Gentleman has not answered the question because he is leaving
out an important part, which is the part that | wish to address to the hon. Gentleman, which is a very simple
one.

The hon. Gentleman keeps making the implied criticism in everything that he asks, that we have
allowed the GibiBike scheme to deteriorate and as | explained to him, during the course of the last three
years, that was not the case. There was no intentional policy of allowing the GibiBike scheme to come to
nothing. The GibiBike scheme collapsed because it was a rushed through, ill-thought out, completely
inadequate scheme for Gibraltar. That is the answer.

Mr Speaker: Next question.

Q136/2015
Adult cycling proficiency courses —
Potential introduction
Clerk: Question 136, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Transport say, and | think I know the answer
already, whether the Government is contemplating the introduction of adult cycling proficiency courses?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, if the hon.
Gentleman knows the answer, why ask the question in the first place, but I will go ahead and answer. It is
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the comments which are totally unnecessary, | think and they do not help in any way. (Several Members:
Ooh!) (Interjections)
Mr Speaker... (Laughter) Well, it adds some fun to this, otherwise it gets a bit boring.

Mr Speaker: May | call hon. Members to order. This is a serious business. Let’s get on like adults, that
we are responsible persons, please. (A Member: Hear, hear.) Anyone would think that only children sat
here.

Now answer the question, please.

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, the RGP currently conducts cycling proficiency courses for young
people, particularly with children at school and numerous different social organisations. This also includes
HM Government of Gibraltar GSLA summer sports programme.

The RGP have offered cycling proficiency courses to adults before, but this was a programme for
people with disability needs.

As part of a plan to encourage a greater take up of cycling in Gibraltar, we will continue to work closely
with the RGP in this regard.

Q137-138/2015
Buses —
Full specifications of old and new

Clerk: Question 137, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: We will be moving along a bit more swiftly now, Mr Speaker. Can the Minister
for Transport provide full specifications of the old Dennis buses, including but not limited to engine type,
size, number of cylinders, power output and all other technical specifications available for these vehicles?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, | will
answer this question together with Question 138.

Clerk: Question 138, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Transport provide full specifications of the new
buses, including but not limited to engine type, size, number of cylinders, service intervals, power output
and all other technical specifications available for the new buses?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, in answer
to Question 137, although those buses were ordered by the previous Administration when they were on this
side of the House, | shall be happy to oblige.

The technical specifications of the Dennis Dart buses are as follows:

Engine type: Cummins

Make (trade name of manufacturer) Dennis Dart

Cylinder capacity: 3,900 cc

Number of cylinders: 4

Propulsion: Diesel

As to the answer to Question 138, which is exactly the same answer but for the new buses, the technical
specifications for the new buses are as follows:

Engine type: MAN

Make (trade name of manufacturer) Man-Caetano

Cylinder capacity: 6,871 cc

Number of cylinders: 6

Maximum net power: 213 KW

Propulsion: Diesel

Service intervals: The manufacturer’s first vehicle maintenance interval is recommended at 4,000
kilometres. As of yet, the vehicles have not reached such mileage.
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Hon. S M Figueras: | am grateful, Mr Speaker, so the new buses are diesel like the old buses were.

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, the new buses are...yes, | said propulsion of both these buses were
diesel.

Hon. S M Figueras: | am grateful, Mr Speaker, can the hon. Member just very quickly — and | do not
have too many supplementaries on this issue — say whether the new buses have yet required a service of any
kind in terms of their maintenance, not a regular service in terms of maintenance, anything that is not
routine?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, at present, as | said, the service interval has not been reached yet, at
4,000 kilometres the buses will need to undergo their first service. Apart from that, the buses have had
certain things checked which are | believe the ramps had to be checked, but again, if you actually give
notice of that specific question then | can get more details for him. What | have based this question on is
actually the characteristics of the engines, plus the service and the oil changes, filters etc. but no more than
that.

Hon. S M Figueras: | am happy to give notice of the question but just to clarify what | was asking for,
was whether anything out of routine service had needed to be done on the buses, which the Hon. Minister
says in relation to the ramps, but | will give notice of that question. I believe my learned and Hon. Leader of
the Opposition —

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, yes. Perhaps the hon. Gentleman cannot answer this question; it arises
out of his answer, the answer in relation to maintenance, and also a question that | asked the Hon. Minister
Costa in December of last year about maintenance.

Has the Government now concluded a contract for the maintenance of the new buses which was still
pending in December of last year when | asked this question of the Hon. Minister Costa? If it has, can he
identify who has been awarded the contract in relation to the maintenance? If he cannot answer it because
he needs notice, | will ask it next time round.

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, | would rather he ask the question next time round and | will have a
fuller idea of the reply plus supplementaries to that because as | said, I do not think that has been concluded
yet. But | really need notice of that question because obviously it will lead to other supplementaries and |
would rather be fully informed by my team before | engage in that sort of debate on that question.

Q139/2015
Bus drivers merging onto Rosia Road —
Resolving difficulties at Red Sands Road

Clerk: Question 139, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Transport say how he has dealt with the
difficulties experienced by bus drivers merging onto Rosia Road from Red Sands Road at the southern end
of Rosia Road?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, an
application was made to the Traffic Commission for the placing of a mirror opposite the bottom of Red
Sands Road. This application was approved and the traffic mirror was subsequently placed.

I am glad to report that the issue has now been resolved.
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Q140/2015
Safety of red buses —
Works on Europa Road

Clerk: Question 140, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Transport detail the works carried out to ensure
that Europa Road is safe for the recently acquired red buses to travel along it?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, no physical
works have been carried out to Europa Road as these have not been deemed necessary at this moment in
time.

The whole of Europa Road has, however, been assessed by HM Government Engineers, in conjunction
with a firm of specialists Geotechnical Engineers. The assessment has included detailed surveys of the road
using ground penetrating radar and intrusive bore holes to allow stability analysis checks to be carried out
on the existing walls.

The conclusion of the assessment is that Europa Road can safely carry the weight of the newly acquired
buses and a programme of monitoring is currently in place.

Q141-143/2015
Buses—
Increasing service levels

Clerk: Question 141, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Transport say when the pilot scheme for an
evening bus service will commence?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, | will
answer this question together with Questions 142 and 143/2015.

Clerk: Question 142, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say to what extent the bus service will be
increasing the level of its service and whether or not the Government is looking to acquire more buses?

Clerk: Question 143, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say what changes the Government is making to the
layout of the buses and at what cost?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, the
modifications that are going to be carried out to the buses is to modify the steps to lower the height of the
steps.

The estimated cost of this modification is €4,912. Although the new buses conform to EU approved
standards, on-site meetings with the Senior Citizens’ Associations, Social Services, Disability Groups and
the Occupational Therapists were undertaken to better assess their accessibility. In view of the findings it
was decided to modify the steps by adding one extra step.

With regard to the evening bus service, there is no definite date for the introduction of this pilot scheme.
All the administrative arrangements for such a scheme are currently being studied, which includes routes,
timings and pricing etc. The Government will make an announcement in due course.
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As part of the STTPP there are proposals to establish new bus interchange hubs. This would create more
travel opportunities aimed at co-ordinating bus timetables more efficiently and minimising waiting times
between services.

The Government will also be looking at the possible introduction of new ribbon routes which will run at
a lower level of frequency of the normal bus routes but would provide connections to key destinations like
the hospital. In addition, the Government is looking to acquire more buses to service the Upper Town area.

Hon. S M Figueras: | am grateful for the answer, Mr Speaker. Can the Minister for Transport say
whether it is this intended investment in new buses that has promoted the insertion into the plan of
reference to the possibility of starting to charge for the bus service at some date in the future?

Hon. P J Balban: No, Mr Speaker. As | said when the consultants quizzed people and they went out on
their surveys, some comments came back — in fact they were surprised by the amount of people who said
‘why should people not pay for the bus?’, people said why have a free bus service? They were keen, people
thought it would increase the value of the service somehow, so as part of the... This is a perfect example, as
| said before, it was something which could have been omitted because it could well be contentious because
it is very easy to say, ‘Well if you are going to be charging, we want whatever.” But that is not the point, the
point was to show what people’s views are and we were surprised that we found quite a few people said
‘“Why not pay for buses? Why should it be free? It is costing the Taxpayer a lot of money to have these
buses, why can’t people contribute when they are using them?’

Hon. S M Figueras: And you know, Mr Speaker, this is the reason why | have raised it in such a
neutral fashion because genuinely the plan has been conducted in the way that it has and this is the kind of
feedback that Government and the consultants have received, then fair enough, Mr Speaker, you cannot say
anything other than that.

However, Mr Speaker, | would say and | would perhaps caution the Minister, that it strikes me that if |
were a bus user, if |1 were to use the bus every day to rely on it for commuting and | found that in the
mornings when, as the plan says, the buses are full to the brim and often buses will go by because they are
full and there is just not enough capacity, that as a bus user answering questions about the bus service, |
may well be inclined to say, ‘Actually, why don’t we charge so we have less people on the bus?’ and
frankly —

Mr Speaker: Charging does not arise from any of the three questions.

Look, I did allow the Minister to reply to a question when | should not have allowed it. | allowed the
question, | allowed the Minister, hoping that the Minister would just say yes or no, to give a short answer,
and now you are no longer dealing with the subject matter of the three questions. You are now dealing with
a question of charging, which is a totally separate issue.

I have been liberal, | have allowed people to ask, | have allowed the Minister to give a short answer, but
for heaven’s sake, you must not elaborate now and have a debate on whether people are going to pay for the
bus service or not!

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, | am grateful for the guidance and | am happy to leave the issue there
and bring it up in a question next month. But only to say, Mr Speaker, that it only arose in the context of the
additional cost for acquiring more buses and covering that cost. | thought it was a convenient point to bring
it together. So that, Mr Speaker, was the reason why | raised it, in the context of the Minister saying we are
going to acquire more buses and therefore there was a cost that was going to be covered and the Minister
himself did very helpfully provide — and it arises from the plan — a very full answer to which | thought a
quick supplementary was appropriate.

If it is the Chair’s view that it is not appropriate, then | am certainly happy to move on.

Mr Speaker: The Chair... I allowed him to answer, conscious as | was of the fact that the
supplementary did not really... I thought well fine, let the Minister... He gave a reasonable answer, short,
to the point. That should be it, I would imagine. We must not elaborate and now have a debate on
something that does not even arise.

So on the one hand I am liberal and I allow it, and then...

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, I will raise it as a separate question in next month’s meeting of
Parliament, but I believe that the Hon. Leader of the —

Mr Speaker: ‘What is the Government’s policy about people paying for the buses?” That is the
question. Why not...?
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Hon. S M Figueras: But, Mr Speaker, the point that | was getting to, Mr Speaker, but unfortunately I
was unable to get to the point, was that there is a concern on this side of the House that consultation, good
though it is, can if not tempered by the expertise and the knowledge and experience of the consultants on
board and the Minister’s own Department’s guidance and leadership in this context... | was giving an
example of how perhaps the responses might be skewed one way or another and how we needed to guard
against being guided by those in a way that might not be representative.

I am happy to leave this issue for discussion by way of further questions next month, but | do believe
that the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition has a supplementary to ask.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, before | ask the question, | have to declare an interest, in that | live in
the Upper Rock and under the Rules | need to declare that.

But it arises out of Question 142 and the increase in the levels of service and | wonder whether the
Government has thought about introducing a bus service for the Upper Rock. | will tell you why | am
asking, there have been a number of people in the Devil’s Gap area and also further down, the Bruce’s
Farm area and we are talking about 20 something families up there, asking me as to whether there are any
plans in relation to the introduction of a bus service there that then links with Moorish Castle and Calpe on
the way down.

I just wondered whether the Minister can provide some information in relation to that if he has any?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, as far as | am aware, this is the first | hear of a proposal in that respect.
It has not come across, as far as | am aware as part of the consultation period, or even as part of your
comments on the traffic plan, no-one has raised that.

I would not like to speculate, as there are just a few families up there and | think we have to very
careful. 1 do not think we can provide a bus service everywhere in Gibraltar because there is no need or
there has been no demand and obviously it is difficult but again if it is something that is popular with
people in the area, Government will look at everything that is proposed for sure. Then we will weigh up on
whether that decision, on what the usage is.

If the hon. Gentleman would like to make that as a proposal, we welcome that sort of thing. But again, |
have not heard any comments; they have come to see you, but not me or the Government.

Q144-158/2015
City centre traffic —
Government’s plans

Clerk: Question 144, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Transport say if it is in fact the case that it plans
to exclude all non-public service, non-eco-friendly traffic, from within the city walls?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.

Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, | will
answer this question together with Questions 145 to 158.

Clerk: Question 145, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Transport say whether the Government will be
providing dedicated parking spaces in and around the city centre for so-called micro cars?

Clerk: Question 146, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say which areas in the city centre are now
earmarked to become paid parking spaces and when?

Clerk: Question 147, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say when the Government will start charging users
for parking in the city centre?
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Clerk: Question 148, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say if it is in fact the case that the Government is
contemplating the introduction of a congestion charge for Gibraltar?

Clerk: Question 149, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say whether it will be introducing measures to
encourage, incentivise and monitor car-pooling in Gibraltar?

Clerk: Question 150, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say what he means when in the summary of the
draft Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan, the Government refers to the development of car
sharing networks, car clubs, etc?

Clerk: Question 151, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say whether there are any plans to license a social
car sharing scheme in Gibraltar along the lines of the Uber service?

Clerk: Question 152, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say whether the Government will be reviewing
arrangements implemented in the area of St Joseph’s School in the days following the announcement of the
draft Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan summary?

Clerk: Question 153, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say where it is proposed to create resident parking
schemes as raised in the summary of the draft Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan?

Clerk: Question 154, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say whether it is in fact the case that one of the
ribbon routes announced as part of the summary of the draft Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking
Plan will be around the outside of Waterport Terraces?

Clerk: Question 155, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport detail the measures it is planning to make to the
area of the Trafalgar Interchange?

Clerk: Question 156, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say what measures he is discussing with the Taxi
Association to improve the quality of the service available to users?

Clerk: Question 157, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Can the Minister for Transport say how the Government expects to monitor and
maintain appropriate levels of enforcement of traffic laws in Gibraltar?

Clerk: Question 158, the Hon. S M Figueras.
Hon. S M Figueras: And finally, Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Transport say what the Government
means when it refers to ‘longer term plans’ in the summary of the draft Sustainable Traffic, Transport and

Parking Plan?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services.
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Minister for Transport, Traffic and Technical Services (Hon. P J Balban): Mr Speaker, the draft
Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan does not suggest exclusion of non-public service or non-
eco-friendly vehicles within the city walls.

At present, Government has no specific plan to provide dedicated parking spaces for micro-cars in and
around the city centre, but doing so in future is not necessarily discarded.

Mr Speaker, the draft Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan identifies pilot schemes which
will be introduced along Linewall Road and Waterport Road. They will operate on a pay and display basis
as is already the case in a number of areas around Gibraltar. An announcement will be made in due course.

The Government is not contemplating the introduction of a congestion charge for Gibraltar at present
and there is no mention of this in the draft summary document of the Sustainable Traffic, Transport and
Parking Plan.

The plan makes recommendations aimed at encouraging shared car usage to reduce the number of
vehicles on our roads. These recommendations will be fully considered at the end of the public consultation
period. However, there are no plans at present to license a social car-sharing scheme in Gibraltar.

Mr Speaker, the traffic and parking arrangements introduced in the area of St Joseph’s School are part
of a pilot scheme launched under the draft Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan. This pilot
scheme and others to follow will be constantly monitored. At present, the RGP who are on site are also
monitoring the scheme on the ground and will relay any concerns, or otherwise, to the Ministry as they see
fit.

In moving on, Mr Speaker, the draft plan states that residential parking zones have met with support in
principle from stakeholders. Further engagements with the tenants’ association and residents will now
ensue in order to proceed with the pilot schemes in given areas, which will help address the serious
misgivings of the residential parking scheme as laid out in the integrated Traffic, Transport and Parking
Plan, such as the lack of provision for visitors, carers and commercial vehicles. At present it is not possible
to advise on the exact extent and number of zones that might be introduced.

The plan also incorporates a number of proposals to develop a new bus network for the use of core
routes supported by ribbon routes. The introduction of one such ribbon route around and outside of
Waterport Terraces was shown on the plan as a possibility. Work on core routes and ribbon routes is still
ongoing. This, Mr Speaker, is still very much work in progress.

With reference to the Trafalgar Interchange, micro-simulation modelling has been used to examine and
review concepts and proposals for different areas of the transport network. These have been used to develop
the draft Sustainable Traffic, Transport and Parking Plan and once the consultation period has been
completed and responses taken into account, further work will be required to develop the actual measures.
It is, however, expected that these will include the introduction of a new pelican crossing, along Ragged
Staff Road as well as changes to the northern area of Alameda Estate to improve pedestrian access.

Mr Speaker, enforcement of traffic laws in Gibraltar are currently monitored by the RGP. Furthermore,
there are weekly briefings for the Senior Command on Operation Roadwatch. Offences and Fixed Penalty
Notices are issued by the Highways Enforcement Officers. HM Government of Gibraltar will continue to
work and liaise closely with the RGP to ensure that enforcement is monitored and maintained to the
appropriate levels.

Mr Speaker, in using the phrase ‘long term’ within the context of the draft Sustainable Traffic,
Transport and Parking Plan, this is to be taken as being a period of between six to ten years and beyond.

In conclusion, Mr Speaker, | am happy to state that consultations with the Gibraltar Taxi Association are
presently ongoing to improve the quality of the service to users and any possible changes arising out of
these discussions with the GTA will be announced where necessary. The purpose of these discussions are to
help improve the service already being provided.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, | am grateful to the Hon. Minister for the very comprehensive answer
that he has given. He has in fact, on this occasion answered | think most of the questions | have asked and
the supplementaries will therefore arise out of the answers that he has given, that | have scribbled quickly as
he gave it.

In relation to the exclusion of non-public service, non-eco-friendly traffic and congestion charging for
Gibraltar, | recognise that those are nuclear options if one can describe them like that. It is perhaps quite
appropriate in the sense that they would be the hardest ones for a community of our kind to stomach.
However, | mention them in the context of the longer-term solutions in the plan and the reason | ask that
particular question, which he has answered by saying six to ten years and beyond, is because it strikes me,
Mr Speaker, and unnecessarily this will be a political point, but | give due warning of it, that any
revolutionary, any genuinely ground-breaking, gain-changing initiatives contained within the plan — and
there are a couple, or three — are contained in the longer term outlook.

Would the Minister agree that the plan, good as it is as | have described publicly and repeat here, does
not go far enough in terms of setting out ambitions with clearly set out goals and objectives in terms of the
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development within this community of alternative forms of transport such as the personal rapid transit
system and ultimately solutions such as congestion charges and anything but eco-friendly traffic being
excluded from the city walls, as possibilities?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, in view of the very long winded prelude, can | just have the question?
With all the hon. Gentleman just said, I am lost within... what is the exact question he is trying to ask?

Hon. S M Figueras: The question I suppose, if it can be summarised — it was complex but certainly not
long-winded, Mr Speaker (Laughter) — whether the Minister agrees with the assessment that the plan can
perhaps be accused of having fallen short in respect of setting clearly defined, long-term goals and
objectives and that in doing so, it has failed to seize the opportunity of this momentum that we see in this
community, of establishing what perhaps some might describe as lofty goals as something realistic that this
community can achieve, including but not limited to, ideas such as excluding vehicular traffic which is non-
eco-friendly and non-public service from within the city walls, or a congestion charge — which is not to say
that a GSD Opposition would be pursuing that, but certainly I am keen to understand what the Minister’s
assessment of that is.

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, | sincerely struggle with the length of the questions. But I cannot agree,
remember as | said before, this is a draft plan and if what the hon. Member is asking for is set times and
dates similar to what they had when they wrote theirs out, which was a checklist — in fact | do not recall
them having timeframes but | do recall a checklist of things as and when they were being done — | do not
think the draft plan which has been produced now for the public deems it necessary to have timeframes of
when we are going to do this or when we are going to do that and how long are long term and short term
etc. As the plan comes out, as we develop the plan, if the Government feels that there is a need to pinpoint
timeframes to these things, we will do.

A lot of these things are dependent upon others so there is a domino and cascading effect and you
probably want to do things slowly to give people time to react and respond, time to get used to things. If we
do these game changing changes, as the hon. Member is mentioning, people are resistant to change. People
worry about change. Again, | do not want to go into St Joseph’s, because we have had chance to discuss
that, but even minor changes do... People are concerned whatever you do. So | think we have to be very
careful how we roll things out, we have to be very clear that things depend on other things and we will need
to take this as they come.

So again, | do not agree that at this stage of the plan there was any need whatsoever to set dates because
dates need to be adhered to. That is something which is clear and the Opposition will hold us to account if |
say by 3rd April we will have this done and it is not done. So at this stage there is absolutely no need in my
mind that we should have gone the other route. Again, this is a public document, tomorrow is the closing
date, let us see what comes from it and then we will have — within a short period of time hopefully — we
will have the full document which will not only include the non-technical part of things which is what we
have seen now but will also have the technical details of the plan which some people may be interested in,
in learning the statistics and all the research that came as part of the plan.

Hon. S M Figueras: | am grateful for that answer. Moving on, Mr Speaker, in relation to parking and
charging for same in the city centre, much as | personally and certainly this party welcomes the initiative
because it is clearly one of the strategies that can be deployed in putting — not necessarily putting people off
using their cars, but incentivising them somehow to get where they are going somehow else.

Much as that aspect of the plan might be welcome, how does the Minister, if he would be so kind as to
answer, juxtapose that with the commitment to free resident parking so colourfully displayed in the general
election manifesto in 20117

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, they are totally different things. A residential parking scheme is where
people reside and there necessarily might not be a need to... Let us analyse what the reasons for paid
parking are.

I think that you want to charge people to park so that they do not stay there all day, so in areas where
there should be a flow of people, there should be a circulation of vehicles like for example the city centre.
So if you want to go down to do a bit of shopping or go and have a coffee or you want to meet someone,
then if we do not have areas which are dedicated to pay and display for example, people would not move
their vehicles so it does not give enough opportunity for everyone to benefit from going into town.

So there are clearly areas which will require some sort of method which will allow people to go in and
guarantee a parking and there are other areas of Gibraltar within more residential areas and there may not
be a need for pay and display for that reason.
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Now, there may also be a need to have combinations of, because as | said initially one of the reason why
the previous plan was put on hold, was because there were many, many complaints that emanated from the
North District Plan and that was because anybody going to visit a family member or anybody going in that
wanted to deliver a plate of food to someone’s home could not do so because there was nowhere to park.

So there may be reasons why one may wish to combine areas of free residential parking with a small
limited number of visitors parking, which could be controlled or not by way of pay and display, it could be
way of signage which says no more than 30 minutes like we have in Waterport Road, there are numerous
methods which can be used to encourage people, so that people do not stay with the parking for long
periods of time. So that is why | say they are different issues.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, | am grateful for the answer. Again, it flies in the face of the
expression in their own manifesto for 2011 of the very good looking but unfortunately never to pass two-
tier multi-level underground car park below Commonwealth Park, where the manifesto itself had a signed
“free parking’ for residents and the manifesto itself said it would be free for residents of Gibraltar, not for
residents of the area.

But moving on, as | am keen to do Mr Speaker, he also mentioned in relation to the question of the St
Joseph’s School reorganisation pilot scheme, has he now received a significant amount of representations
from neighbours in the area and are these representations and concerns being taken into account? In
particular, representations from people who frequent the area and are now unable to negotiate the area
because they are diverted in another direction.

Could the Hon. Minister please provide us with a flavour of how it is that he is hoping to balance the
needs of residents and users alike?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, referring to our manifesto whereby the hon. Gentleman keeps referring
to our underground parking scheme, I must remind the hon. Gentleman that this was always subject to a
technical survey. It was something that was placed in our manifesto, but it was always subject to a technical
survey.

But the manifesto commitment still holds. We said that we would provide double the amount of parking
in that area and this is something which you will be pleased to know will happen. Whether the package
whereby the cars are kept is underground or multi-storey or floating in space does not matter. | think that
what the commitment is that we will increase, we will double — (Interjection) | am sorry if what | am saying
sounds ridiculous, because | think the constant badgering about that, | think is dead and it is ridiculous. This
is why | think it requires that little bit of a ridiculous response back just to prove a point.

Now coming to the St Joseph’s parking scheme, remember one thing as I told the hon. Gentleman
earlier. Yes, there have been complaints by, in fact from members of the public. You will note that there
have been numerous complaints from the same people, so if we look at the amount of complaints, there
have been up to five, seven complaints from the same individual on different days saying, ‘Well this is my
complaint for Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.’

There are people who are adamant that they do not want this to work because it affects them and as |
said, a traffic plan is something which we have to understand will not be popular for everyone. But it is not
this Government’s intention or any Government’s intention for that matter, to do something which is
unpopular or something which is wrong or flawed. Everyone is seeking what is right and what will help
everyone in the long term. And | have used this example when we were on Viewpoint, when Main Street
was pedestrianised originally; the complaints were incredible, 1 am told. It was viewed that people did not
want that, nightlife in town would cease, we were losing a road, etc.

If today you tell people that we are going to introduce cars into Main Street, there would be another
uproar about that. So as change comes, people I think need time to settle (A Member: Hear, hear.) so it is
not the Government’s intention, just because a pilot plan is perhaps being perceived as not working to a
certain sector of the community we are now going to turn back and say let us stop that because it is not
popular, let us go with this instead and that is not popular either, so let us not do anything because we are
going to rock the boat whatever we do.

I think it takes a brave Government to say that we are going to give this time and if it fails in the longer
term, then we will have to re-assess. (A Member: Hear, hear.) There are many things that can be done as
well because we want this, we want people to come and complain and even say positive things about it
because it is only this way that we will be able to see how it works. People are good to complain but they
are not very good to say well it works.

You will be surprised that there have been no positive comments from people coming from wherever to
drop their kids off there. That would be expected because these people now benefit from areas to be able to
drops their kids or their grandchildren off or whatever, it is just the people who are in the area. Now we
may have to adapt it, where at the moment there are around 30 spaces which are there for people to come
and drop off their kids, maybe we need to bring that down to 15.
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Everything is fluid so as | said, we really appreciate the patience of people who live in the area, we
appreciate the comments coming through, we will now be able to see clearly what the views are and the
Government in due course will take a decision of what will happen.

Hon. S M Figueras: One final supplementary, Mr Speaker and | am grateful for the answer that he has
given in relation to that.

Would the Minister, however though, concede that perhaps some more time might have been given to
the residents of St Joseph’s to assimilate the changes given that they were announced in a summary which
was published and was said to go to consultation but then the scheme was effectively, to use quite an
unkind word, ‘foisted’ on the residents within a couple of days? (A Member: Hear, hear.) That is the only
point 1 would make in that regard and would the Hon. Minister perhaps concur that that might be a
reasonable view to take?

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, | mean | see what the hon. Gentleman is asking and | wonder to myself,
if we take too long to do things, we take too long to do things; if we do things quickly, it is done too
quickly. (A Member: Hear, hear.) (Banging on desks) So it is very difficult to get it right. But I think the
purpose of... Remember what we have not done is conducted all our pilot schemes at once throughout the
whole area, we have done something quickly just to gauge a response and | think it has been extremely
effective because this was the intention of this, we are going to launch the traffic plan, we are going to set
this pilot scheme up quickly. Yes, you think, let us give people time to read the document. Well, they had a
few days, the plan was out on a Thursday, | think it was, and this happened on a Wednesday so people had
a bit of time but we wanted to just throw something out there to see what the response would be and I think
in that respect it has been positive.

Now as I said, if we give people more time it is a problem, if we give them less time it is a problem, so |
think it is a matter of opinion. You have your opinion and we have ours.

A Member: Hear, hear. (Banging on desks)
Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, may | —
Mr Speaker: A very short supplementary | hope.

Hon. E J Reyes: May | please put a short supplementary, Mr Speaker?

Would the Minister for Transport commit himself in this House that he will consult closely with his
colleague the Minister for Education? Because in all these arrangements at St Joseph’s Schools, and there
are two schools there, we are taking into account residents and we are taking into account parents or
grandparents who deliver the children, but there has been no mention... and | hope this House reassures the
teaching staff of both St Joseph’s Schools that their needs, since they have to be in school before the arrival
of any pupils to open the gate and for safety reasons, that their needs will also be taken on board in the
consultation process.

Hon. P J Balban: Mr Speaker, there is plenty of consultation between the Ministry for Transport and
the Ministry for Education. We do discuss ideas constantly and especially when it comes to school children:
ideas that | may have that | pass to the hon. Member for his opinion, he then sometimes seeks the opinion of
the experts who are there at ground level. So yes, Mr Speaker, the consultation not only does it exist but it
will continue existing as long as we are here.

Mr Speaker: The House will now recess until 3.00 p.m. this afternoon for Chief Minister’s Questions.

The House recessed at 1.08 p.m.
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The Gibraltar Parliament

The Parliament resumed at 3.00 p.m.

[MR SPEAKER: Hon. A J Canepa GMH OBE in the Chair]

[CLERK TO THE PARLIAMENT: P E Martinez Esq in attendance]

Questions for Oral Answer

HEALTH, THE ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Q93-97/2015
ERDF Operational Programme 2014-20 —
Renewable Energy Action Plan

Mr Speaker: In the absence of the Chief Minister, we are going to proceed with questions to the Hon.
the Minister for Health and the Environment.
Question 93.

Clerk: Question 93, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for the Environment say if the Gibraltar Climate Change
Taskforce has now finalised the Renewable Energy Action Plan as stated in the new ERDF programme plan
and if so, will the Hon. Minister provide a copy to Parliament?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this question together with Questions 94 to 97.

Clerk: Question 94, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for the Environment state from which renewable sources
we are currently obtaining 3.1 MW/year of renewable energy as stated on page 5 of the ERDF Operational
Programme 2014-20 stating the individual amounts by each source and whether this is produced by the
Government or privately?

Clerk: Question 95, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, given the statement on page 11 of the ERDF Operational Programme in
which it states that Gibraltar is an excellent for placing solar and wind production, can the Minister for the
Environment say if any wind turbines are envisaged to be erected during this new programme and if so,
provide a statement to Parliament?

Clerk: Question 96, the Hon. J J Netto.

Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for the Environment say if we have already had a project
that has been partly funded or in the process of being funded through the new ERDF programme. If so,

could the Hon. Minister provide details of such?

Clerk: Question 97, the Hon. J J Netto.
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Hon. J J Netto: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for the Environment say if the Government or any other
organisation working for the Government is likely to obtain any funding from the new ERDF programme as
a result of the new power station to be built?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, in answer to Question 93 yes, Mr Speaker. A copy of the plan will be provided electronically
during the course of this afternoon.

The figure included in the ERDF Programme Report indicating that 3.1 MW/year was being generated
from renewable sources was based on a previously estimated forecast base line that Gibraltar would be
generating approximately 0.002% of its total electricity requirement from renewable energy sources. The
figure should have been correctly expressed as 310,000 kWh per year.

Moreover, it should be stressed that the figure used was an estimate since forecasting the actual
electrical output from renewables per annum is as difficult — particularly in solar power — as trying to
forecast the weather for a whole year.

The actual recorded production of renewable energy fed into the network in 2014 — and this is the first
time this has ever been done — was 123,880.5 kWh. With the exception of the solar photovoltaic systems set
up in Sir William Jackson Grove and the swimming pool, which are operated by private companies all the
remaining sources were produced by the Gibraltar Electrical Authority. The complete breakdown is as
follows: the GSLA Swimming Pool — 85,218 kWh; bus stops — 17,798 kWh; King’s Wharf Car Park —
2,706 kWh; the Frontier — 1,503 kWh; various street lights — 601 kWh; Sir William Jackson Grove —
16,054.5 kWh.

The Government is currently investigating the feasibility of installing wind turbines in both onshore
and/or offshore environments. It is currently not possible to ascertain whether any wind turbines will be
erected during the new programme period until all the required assessments are carried out.

It is nevertheless the Government’s desire to generate renewable energy from wind turbines by the year
2018 as highlighted in Gibraltar’s National Renewable Energy Action Plan of which a copy, as I said
earlier, will be forwarded this afternoon.

To date there are no projects that have been partly funded or in the process of being funded under the
new ERDF programme and finally, Mr Speaker, there is no present intention for ERDF money to be used in
the funding of the new power station.

Hon. J J Netto: Yes, Mr Speaker, | am grateful to the Hon. Minister for the information given and also
indeed for providing the report I have asked for.

In relation to one of the questions that deals with the possibility of introducing wind turbines, I think the
Minister said that they were looking at a number of places both onshore and offshore. Could perhaps the
Minister elaborate a bit more in relation to the specific areas they are looking as to see whether it is feasible
or not, at this stage anyway?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Yes, Mr Speaker, the wind turbine technology is progressing and now it is
increasingly possible to generate a considerable amount of wind energy from smaller plants and also plants
that rotate on a vertical access rather than a horizontal access, which obviously means there is no danger to
birds which is a concern that | have often had and we have had this conversation before, when the hon.
Member opposite was Minister.

Therefore, because of the possibility of smaller, non-dangerous wind turbines, there are a number of
possibilities in Gibraltar which would have to be assessed from the point of view of the wind and also the
visual impact. There are in fact some wind turbines now that almost look like artificial trees and there are a
number of locations, possibly the Europa Point area for that sort of thing.

As far as offshore wind turbines are concerned, we are beginning a number of studies to ascertain wind
velocity and reliability of wind and these would clearly likely be, but this is not a commitment, off the east
side of Gibraltar. But it is very early stages yet but because this technology is progressing, it is something
that we need to look into for the future.

Hon. J J Netto: | am grateful, Mr Speaker. Could the Minister perhaps indicate whether any sort of
feasibility study has been provided to the Government and to the Department of the Environment in relation
to the possibility of installing some wind turbines at the Detached Mole and in the Upper Rock Nature
Reserve?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Mr Speaker, | will start with the last one. The Upper Rock Nature Reserve to my
mind is not a suitable location because of the other types of environmental impact. There have been studies
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carried out in the past on the Detached Mole and that is one area that one will have to consider. But I recall
those studies from quite a way back and those are obviously still there but we are looking at other areas
because we know the Detached Mole has other possibilities as well for the future.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, exactly, that is precisely what | was thinking about when | was
listening to the exchanges between the Hon. Minister and my colleague Mr Netto, that there are studies that
indicate that actually the best place to site wind turbines — and now even more so because you have got
these vertical ones that operate almost like a corkscrew technology — is in the Detached Mole.

Bearing in mind that the Government — any Government, it does not matter whether it is them or us —
will have to have 20% renewable energy by 2020, it does seem to us like a waste of space actually locating
the liquefied natural gas there.

I have to say that if we were to win the next election that is precisely what we would be looking to use,
the Detached Mole, in order to build these wind turbines because it is the ideal location. Does he not agree
with me that there are these studies that appear to indicate that that is the best location in Gibraltar for wind
technology?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: If the Member opposite were to win the next election, | can assure you, Mr
Speaker, that there will be less renewable energy than if | am in the winning team next time. But anyway
there we are, | could not resist that one, Mr Speaker. (Laughter)

The studies at the time indicate that of the areas studied, the Detached Mole did in fact seem to be one
of the best locations. | cannot confirm whether it is the best because my recollection is not as acute as that,
it is a little while since | read the report and clearly that is a possibility.

At the time | am not sure whether offshore wind farms were being considered, these are obviously very
expensive and you have to measure up the investment and the return of that investment and as technology
progresses it will be better. So that is a possibility.

I will not comment on the location of liquid natural gas because the final decision on that and where that
will go has not been taken and obviously it is not a supplementary to this particular question but it is a
supplementary to other exchanges that there has been over the last few days.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, bearing in mind that on this side of the House we have been
publishing our policies in relation to a number of areas where in our view, we have been breaking away
from past practices of keeping cards close to one’s chest and publishing a policy that people can see what
the GSD is about and what the GSD is going to be doing if it were to get into Government, well in advance
of the General Election, may I invite him to consider this policy that we feel is an attractive one and would
help in assisting the Government to meet, any Government, to meet its 20% quota by 2020?

It is having a system whereby private residences can plug into the distribution network and incentivise
through tax incentives for example, those private residences building say for example solar panels, so that if
there is a net production of electricity by the private individual within his home, they can then effectively
plug that into the system so that they are net producers of electricity, those homes, and then the Government
will give them some kind of credit for example in relation to electricity. Is that something that the
Government can consider as a policy and adopt themselves?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Mr Speaker, | claim some credit for the conversion of the Members opposite to
the environmental movement (Laughter) and you cannot deny that. (Interjection)

Anyway, Mr Speaker, it is a very good idea but it is not exclusively the idea of the Member opposite.
We are in fact currently discussing the question of feed-in tariffs for this sort of initiative. In fact already,
there is, as | have said, some solar power being fed into the grid for the first time but these are in
Government buildings so obviously there is not the same need for a feed-in tariff. But absolutely, this will
probably be rolled out | suspect before the next election, so he will not be able to get the credit for it,
whether or not he wins it. (Laughter)

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, | have to say that | did not know that the Government was thinking of
doing this. It seemed to me to be a good idea just based on my reading that other jurisdictions were doing it
and | am delighted that the Government has, as it were, decided to adopt this particular policy, which is a
policy that we were in fact going to be announcing ourselves when we announce how we would meet the
20% requirement by 2020.

Now, Mr Speaker, the hon. Gentleman has spoken about wind turbines. The hon. Gentleman has spoken
and indeed the Government has installed solar panels as well. What other forms of renewable energy does
the Government envisage it will be adopting in order to meet this 20% requirement by 2020?
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Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Mr Speaker, | have to be careful because if | give too much away, | may actually
be writing the hon. Member’s manifesto. (Laughter)

The sea is clearly one. As we have announced we have one initiative which is looking at wave energy
and we have one or two others and | say one or two because | am not sure whether one of those two is still
on the cards in which we are looking at the use of marine currents. The technology there is much newer and
it is not completely tried and tested, but we are encouraging developers of this technology to come and use
Gibraltar to carry out these tests and we will shortly be carrying out some marine current surveys off the
south west of Gibraltar, to see if there is enough to generate electricity from that source.

So the wind, the sun and the sea are the three main ones that | think will be applicable to Gibraltar.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, | agree entirely with him that those are the three areas. May | invite
the hon. Gentleman that perhaps he might meet myself and also the Shadow Minister for the Environment
Mr Netto, because it strikes me that this is one of those areas where perhaps — it does not matter what
Government or what political persuasion there may be after the next election — that we could do with
continuity of policy irrespective of who is in Government. There is an obligation —

I will give way to Mr Licudi — do you want me to give way?

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Yes, Mr Speaker, | am very happy for him to give way.
I can confirm that there will be continuity of policy, because we will win the next election. (Laughter)

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, thank you very much for that comment. Since the hon.
Gentleman was stripped away from his most important portfolios, he has obviously got very little to say.
(Several Members: Ooh!)

May | return to the main purpose of this supplementary, and it is an invitation to meet with myself and
his Shadow on this side of the House, to perhaps try and pool ideas so that there is continuity of policy in
terms of the environment looking towards 2020, where there is clearly this requirement for there to be the
provision of 20% renewable energy. It is an invitation | make publicly to the hon. Gentleman as a sign of
good faith and also as a sign of the constructive politics that we are certainly about, particularly in this area.

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Mr Speaker, | have been teaching the Members opposite about the environment
for several decades. | have no problem in continuing to do so.

A Member: Hear, hear. (Laughter and banging on desks)

Q98/2015
New power station —
Payments to successful contractor

Clerk: Question 98, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, | think we might be less constructive on this question.
Mr Speaker, how much has the Government paid the successful contractor thus far, in respect of the
contract to build the new power station?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, no payments have yet been made.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, is the reason for that because effectively the Government only has
£52 million (Laughter) worth of reserves, Mr Speaker, (A Member: Hear, hear.) and in fact can only
borrow another £51 million before it reaches the legal borrowing limit — therefore this Government is yes,
skint and does not have the money in order to pay for the £77 million for the power station before the end
of the financial year?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: No, Mr Speaker, not at all. The first payment as far as the agreement is concerned
is not due until April.
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Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, is that pursuant to a request that the Government has made of this
particular company that no invoices are submitted until after 31st March because prior to 31st March the
Government is skint and does not have the money to pay for outlays of this nature?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Mr Speaker, the Member opposite will remember that | became Minister
responsible for energy two days before we signed the contract so it took me very little time to sort that one
out, didn’t it?

So the arrangements were made prior to that but | am absolutely certain that this was just part of what
was programmed and that the relevance of what the hon. Member opposite has said is just non-existent.

Hon. D A Feetham: And, Mr Speaker, can he confirm that the £77 million for this particular power
station and indeed, it is going to be nearer £140 million — actually slightly more than £140 million for a
variety of reasons, but let us just concentrate on the £77 million — that the £77 million is going to be paid
out of the Consolidated Fund and that no monies that have been deposited by the Government, or caused by
the Government from Credit Finance to Gibraltar Investment Holdings Limited is going to be used in order
to pay for this particular project?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Mr Speaker, | would have thought so but | have answered the question. This is a
supplementary that | do not think I have to answer but | do not think it is relevant. No payments have been
made and the intricacies of how the payments are being made do not fall under my area of responsibility.
Therefore | think that should be asked more specifically again on a future occasion.

Q99/2015
Cycling related injuries —
A&E figures for last five years

Clerk: Question 99, the Hon. S M Figueras.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health provide details of the number of cycling
related injuries dealt with by the A&E department at the Hospital on a month by month basis for the last
five years?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, the information is not accessible as it is recorded as a road traffic accident and is not specifically
recorded as a cycling accident. So | am not able to provide that information.

Hon. S M Figueras: Mr Speaker, just one supplementary. In the context of everything that we were
discussing this morning and we are not going to labour the point at all this afternoon, is looking at the
possibility of somehow categorising incidents in that way something that the Government might look at?

Thank you.

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Yes, Mr Speaker, on receiving this answer, it became apparent that there are some
categories that could be subdivided more greatly. Clearly, we do not want the staff at A&E to spend too
much time on recording and less time on treating, but with the advent of the electronic health record and the
A&E module is due to come on line in just a couple of months, we are looking at actually being able to key
in more categories so that more information will be accessible in the future.

Q100/2015
Mount Alvernia balconies —
Safety

Clerk: Question 100, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.
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Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister responsible for Elderly Care advise
whether the newly refurbished balconies at Mount Alvernia are safe and are open for use by the service
users and their families?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, yes sir, the refurbishment of Mount Alvernia balconies and fagades received their approval notice
and certificate of completion, number 7229, from the Department of Planning and Building Control. The
Health and Safety Plan was approved by the Planning Supervisor of Technical Services.

Mobile residents and relatives can enjoy the use of the balconies whenever they wish. The balustrades
have been designed to a height to maintain safety measures and all risk assessments have been carried out
by the Health and Safety Officer.

Presently we are in the process of implementing disabled accessible ramps for balcony access for those
in wheelchairs. However, the premises were completed in the 1960s when no requirement for disability was
in place and therefore we have issues that are being assessed in order to find the best option for wheelchair
users.

All balconies have awnings for the summer period which is the best time for residents to enjoy the
sunshine and view. Residents are happy that finally they now have a splendid view of the bay, resplendent
in the beautiful light of the new dawn that this Government has brought about, (Laughter) as they have
previously had the scaffolding blocking their view and making their rooms dull for more than 12 years.
(Applause)

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, when have these particular balconies been opened for members of the
public and also for service users? The hon. Lady has said the summer, but | have been there visiting a
relative of mine and | was told that the balconies were not accessible to service users because the
Government was still assessing whether it was safe for service users to be able to use them.

Now that was in December and those reports are actually coming to us thick and fast and that is the
reason why this particular question has been asked. Is he aware that service users are being prevented from
going onto those balconies because there is this impression on the part of staff, that it is unsafe and that the
Government is looking at safety issues in relation to the balconies?

Hon. Dr J E Cortes: Mr Speaker, obviously a service user with certain conditions like dementia, or
whatever, would not be allowed out on their own and unescorted. | have not had this information passed to
me, | have consulted my hon. Friend who was previously Minister with responsibility for the elderly and
she shares that view.

I will, however, be there tomorrow afternoon — I go there as often as | can — and | will myself assess it
and attempt to step onto the balcony. If there is that kind of issue I will certainly deal with it right away, but
the prepared reply that | have from the officials responsible is the one that | have mentioned, clearly with a
little bit of flourish added, and therefore that is the information that | have.

Q101/2015
Abdominal aortic aneurism screening —
Commencement and eligibility

Clerk: Question 101, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul Hammond.

Hon. Mrs I M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health say when the abdominal
aortic aneurism screening will be starting and who will be eligible for it?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Yes, Mr
Speaker. The hon. Lady will be very happy to learn that the programme will be launched on 25th
February — the prepared answer says 24th but actually it is 25th February — and is due to commence in
March. Screening will be for men approaching their 65th birthday.

The hon. Lady will no doubt wish to congratulate the Government for this great innovation. (Banging on
desks)
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Q102/2015
Sponsored Patients Scheme —
Review

Clerk: Question 102, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Very welcome news, the AAA screening.
Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health say at what stage the review of the Sponsored Patients Scheme
is?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes):
Apologies, Mr Speaker, the actual green paper was not in front of me so | thank the Deputy Chief Minister
for loaning me his iPad so that | can reply from here. Oh, it has just been found, thank you. It was buried
under other green papers!

Mr Speaker, yes sir, | have this week had what will have been the final meeting of the working group
and | now have proposals ready for discussion and approval by Cabinet.

Q103/2015
Consultants’ contract —
Negotiations

Clerk: Question 103, the Hon. Mrs I M Elul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Health say what stage the
negotiations for the consultants’ contract are at?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change.

Minister for Health, the Environment, Energy and Climate Change (Hon. Dr J E Cortes): Mr
Speaker, yes sir, the negotiations are at an advanced stage with the final draft contract having just been
reviewed by the GHA’s legal advisers. It will be presented to Unite for final discussions within weeks.

TOURISM, HOUSING, EQUALITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES

Q104/2015
Cruise liner arrivals —
January 2015 numbers

Clerk: Question 104, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Hon. Minister for Tourism please provide details of the number of cruise
liner arrivals for the month of January, 2015?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, two cruise ships arrived in Gibraltar during January 2015.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, | am simply making a direct comparison to the position as it was last
year, | have not had the opportunity of looking at previous seasons and years and to see whether this is a
trend and which direction it is going. But certainly, the difference between January 2014 and January 2015
is in effect three less.

Does she have an explanation as to why that is the case? Had she prepared that as an expected
supplementary from me?
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Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, | do have the figures for the expected annual figures which
we expect during the course of the year, not just the month, and we have an additional 216 ships expected
in 2015, no sorry 216 ships are expected in total which is 35 more than last year.

I would like to add to that that passenger numbers will also be up.

Hon. D J Bossino: Yes Mr Speaker, that is the expectation but does she have an explanation as to why
there were three less from last year?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, this is a fluid arrangement so companies’ itineraries fluctuate
from time to time.

Standing Order 7(3) suspended
to proceed with a Government Statement

Mr Speaker: The Hon. the Chief Minister.

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, | beg to move under Standing Order 7(3), to suspend
Standing Order 7(1) in order to proceed with a Government Statement.

Mr Speaker: Those in favour? (Members: Aye) Those against? Carried.
The Chief Minister.

STATEMENT BY THE CHIEF MINISTER

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, as hon. Members are aware, the Foreign Secretary,
the Right Hon. Philip Hammond MP, is today in Madrid for the purposes of meeting with the Spanish
Foreign Secretary Sfir Garcia Margallo y Marfil. | have this afternoon heard from the Foreign Secretary
after he has finished his meeting with Siir Margallo.

As hon. Members will also be aware, the Foreign Secretary has in the past months, been embarked on a
tour of European Capitals holding talks with all EU partners in respect of EU reform. This visit was part of
that tour and included discussion of the Foreign Policy challenges the UK and Spain share, including
continuing Russian-backed aggression in Ukraine and the threat of global terrorism.

The Foreign Secretary has confirmed that during the course of the meetings with his Spanish
counterpart, he also took the opportunity — as we had agreed that he would — to raise the concerns of the UK
Government and those of HM Government of Gibraltar.

In particular, the Foreign Secretary raised the issue of the continued incursions by Spanish state vessels
into British Gibraltar Territorial Waters which he told Siir Margallo are illegal under international law and
therefore unacceptable.

He also raised the continued delays at the frontier between Gibraltar and Spain.

The Foreign Secretary has also confirmed that he told his Spanish counterpart, as we had agreed, that
Spain needs to address delays at the border, which the European Commission has already found to be
disproportionate.

Further, and also as agreed between us, Mr Hammond raised our joint disappointment at Spain’s
holding up EU aviation legislation by seeking to exclude Gibraltar, in a blatant further breach of the
Coérdoba Agreements, which the UK and Gibraltar continue to honour, and are EU law.

Mr Hammond restated our common call for a return to dialogue in order to deal with these and all other
issues and matters of mutual interest to people who live and work on both sides of the frontier.

Mr Speaker, the House will be pleased to note that, in that context, the Foreign Secretary reminded Sfir
Margallo that the UK remains strongly committed to the Trilateral Forum for dialogue. He also told him
that until we can return to that forum, we in the United Kingdom and Gibraltar will continue to work
towards ad hoc talks, involving all relevant parties, on issues of mutual interest.

The Foreign Secretary informed me that Sfir Margallo has made a further proposal in this respect today
which the Government will now be further considering with UK colleagues.

Mr Speaker, no-one should confuse, or allow anyone else to confuse them into thinking that the raising
of the issues about Gibraltar today amounted in any way to a bilateral negotiation about Gibraltar. No such
negotiation will be acceptable to the people or Government of Gibraltar and this House.
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Indeed the UK, through its Foreign Secretary, has confirmed again today in Madrid, its strong
commitment to the Trilateral Forum and its and our hopes to return to that forum whenever possible.

As Ministers have already stated, Spain is a key partner for the UK, as it is for Gibraltar, but the
UK/Spain bilateral relationship is not as strong as it could be due to recent Spanish actions towards
Gibraltar and its people.

Mr Speaker, in that context, the Government is pleased that the position set out by the Foreign Secretary
in Madrid is exactly in keeping with what was agreed between us and entirely represents the position of the
Government and people of Gibraltar.

Mr Speaker, | trust that this statement will assist in informing the House as to the events of today in
Madrid. This is what has delayed me from arriving in time for three o’clock this afternoon.

Hon. D A Feetham: Yes, Mr Speaker, certainly from this side of the House, ‘no to bilateralism, yes to
trilateralism’ is our policy and has been our policy for over 16 years. So in that sense, Mr Speaker, we
associate ourselves with the sentiments expressed by the Chief Minister and we certainly welcome that that
is the position that has been made clear by the Foreign Secretary to the Foreign Secretary of Spain in
Madrid.

But, Mr Speaker, the Hon. the Chief Minister spoke about further proposals being made by Sfr
Margallo and | wonder whether in the interests of providing a full statement to this House about the report
that has been provided to him of that meeting in Madrid, if he can give us some further information about
what that further proposal from the Spanish side entails?

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, not at this stage. The Government is considering the proposal made,
it has literally just come in and I do not think it is in the interests of the community that without having an
opportunity to consider something that we should make a statement about it, it is literally less than half an
hour since I have had the benefit of communications from the Foreign Secretary in respect of the subject.

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, is he prepared to brief me in private as to the proposal that has
been made. | am not asking the Government to comment on the proposal, to say whether the proposal is
good or bad, but at the very least for the Government to brief the Opposition on what is that proposal that
has been made by the Spanish Foreign Secretary to his counterpart, Mr Hammond?

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, as he knows, | am quite happy to brief him in private if he wishes,
on the basis of complete confidentiality. We have business to be getting on with now and | will be quite
happy to brief him afterwards. That is why this Government is the one that is going to pursue the
establishment of the Chief Minister’s Consultative Council, to enable that sort of communication to occur,
but it will be on the basis of strict and utter confidentiality.

Mr Speaker: We will now proceed with questions to the Chief Minister.
Question 181.

Questions for Oral Answer
(continued)

CHIEF MINISTER
Q181/2015
Central Register of Ultimate Beneficial Ownership —
Correspondence with UK Leader of Opposition
Clerk: Question 181, the Hon. D J Bossino.
Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Chief Minister state whether he has received a reply to his letter to the UK’s
Leader of the Opposition in relation to comments regarding the implementation of a Central Register of

Ultimate Beneficial Ownership?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Chief Minister.
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Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, yes sir.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, I have had the opportunity of reading the Hon. the Chief Minister’s
letter, 1 think | saw it posted on Twitter and | have also had the benefit of reading some details in a press
release he issued in relation to this point, so | know what he said. But can he give me an indication of what
the Right Hon. UK Leader of the Opposition told him in response?

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, | had various conversations with the Leader of the Opposition since
he received my letter, and I think he now understands why it was that Gibraltar felt it was important that he
should understand the issues relating to the Central Register, the progress Gibraltar in particular makes
together with the United Kingdom and all other 28 member states of the European Union in respect of
financial services matters, where we stand on whether such a register should be public or not.

Hon. D J Bossino: Do | take it that the reply has not been done formally in writing but by way of
telephone conversations? Is that what he is telling me? | have a further supplementary, just that detail.

Hon. Chief Minister: Well | do not think there is any formality that is attributed to something which is
in writing which is not attributed to something which happens on the telephone or in conversation. It was a
formal response to the issues that I put in writing.

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, he I am sure will agree with me when | say that this was a matter of
crucial importance for Gibraltar and the way that the Right Hon. the UK Leader of the Opposition
represented Gibraltar’s status with regard to this in particular misstated the position in relation to Gibraltar’s
position in relation to this matter.

Is there, as a result of those conversations, any possibility of the Labour Party in the United Kingdom,
particularly its leader, to retract publicly the statement it has made, at least insofar as it affects Gibraltar’s
position in relation to this point? Is there any possibility of that happening? | was pretty shocked, | am sure
as he was, when — | think it was on a Sunday — the report of this policy was made in the news media in the
UK, and Gibraltar featured very much in it when | went through all the different Overseas Territories. |
think it did quite a lot of unfair damage in terms of what he said.

Hon. Chief Minister: Well, Mr Speaker, which part is it that he thinks should be retracted? It is up to
you. The hon. Gentleman has asked me whether | think any part of it is going to be retracted. Which part of
the letter from the Leader of the Opposition is it that he is asking me there is a chance would be retracted?

If he does not want to answer that to enable me to answer his question it is up to him, but | mean...

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, | have asked the question and | expect an answer from the Chief
Minister. Certain disparaging comments were made in relation, not just to the Overseas Territories, but
Gibraltar within the Overseas Territories, which caused him to come out in | think in Sky News and various
other news media outlets to defend Gibraltar’s position and made him write a letter, quite a strongly worded
letter, to the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, | have been asked a question, which was is there a chance that the
Leader of the Opposition in the UK is going to retract any part of his letter, and | am saying which part of
the letter is it that the hon. Gentleman is asking me is there a chance he will retract?

Hon. D J Bossino: Mr Speaker, generally the statements that he made, the policy statement in relation
to the blacklisting of Gibraltar in relation to the OECD. It was a threatening letter which he certainly sent to
at least one of the Overseas Territories, published in Twitter, | think by the editor of the Gibraltar
Chronicle. I am not sure that the Hon. the Chief Minister received a similar letter to that. | assume he did
but 1 am not sure whether he did, but certainly he threatened that unless the Overseas Territories got their
act in order in relation to central registers, he would ask the OECD to blacklist us.

In relation to that, | would have thought that if there has been a clarification at least as far as Gibraltar is
concerned of its position, that the Right Hon. Gentleman should retract the issue publicly, at least in relation
to that specific issue.

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, look, | am afraid the hon. Gentleman needs to show this Parliament
an element of respect by at least coming a bit more prepared for these sessions.

The letter that the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition in the United Kingdom sent to all the Leaders of
the Overseas Territories was published in generic form in The Guardian. It was published on Saturday, Mr
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Speaker, not on Sunday, although I acknowledge that he might not have picked that up until I replied to it,
which was during the course of Sunday.

The letter, Mr Speaker, talks not about the issues so much of central registers but much more about the
issue of whether beneficial ownership, which is what the central registers are about, will be available
publicly if those registers are to be accessed publicly.

What the Leader of the Opposition in the UK said was that if within six months of their being elected
the territories had not agreed to have these central registers made public, then he would ask the OECD to
blacklist those territories.

He was not making any allegations, Mr Speaker, about Gibraltar which he could retract, so if the hon.
Member looks at my letter, what | am telling the Leader of the Opposition in the United Kingdom is what is
wrong with that policy. But it is not something he said about Gibraltar which requires retraction. Of course,
as a result of his letter a lot of other people have commented about the Overseas Territories, whether we are
tax havens or not and whether the issue of central registers, etc is one that is determinative of whether one is
a tax haven or not. But he will have seen that my letter sets out the Gibraltar position.

The Gibraltar position is that we will be complying with the Fourth Anti-Money Laundering Directive
within the transitional provision provided in the directive, once it is published, and publication is expected
during the course of September of this year, with a transitional provision of two years. Now, is he asking
me, have I managed to get the Leader of the Opposition to change his Party’s policy in that respect? Is that
the question?

Q182/2015
Joe Carseni —
Payments made by Government
Clerk: Question 182, the Hon. D A Feetham.
Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, can the Government please state how much it has paid either directly
or indirectly, and either in money or benefits, to Joe Carseni since it took office, divided into calendar
years?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Chief Minister.

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, | now hand the hon. Member a schedule with the
information requested.

ANSWER TO QUESTION 182

Amount Paid
2012 (w.e.f. st Sept12)| £11,145.98 .
2013| £32,079.98
2014| £34,802.34
2015 (up to Feb-15)| £5,105.21

Mr Speaker: Next question.

Q183-184/2015
Chief Minister’s talk in Madrid —
Invitees; associated costs
Clerk: Question 183, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister provide a list of all people invited by
Government to his recent talk in Madrid?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Chief Minister.
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Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, we are unable to provide the details requested at this
time. The information requested requires that all accounts be reconciled.

To date we have still not received — (Interjection) Oh sorry, the first answer, yes. | will answer together
with Question 184.

Clerk: Question 184, the Hon. the Chief Minister.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister provide a breakdown of all costs associated
with his recent talk in Madrid, including the cost of accommodation, travel and expenses of anyone
travelling with or invited by the Government to that event?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Chief Minister.

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, now, we are unable to provide the details requested at this time as
the information requested requires that all accounts be reconciled. To date we have still not received all
invoices in order for us to complete this exercise.

In any event, Mr Speaker, the information will not be publicly provided. The costs of my travel,
however, will be set out in the Government website when available.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister provide a reason why he cannot provide me
with a list, first of all, of people that had been invited to this event in Madrid by the Government of
Gibraltar and also, secondly, the people that have been paid for by the Government to go to Madrid in order
to attend this talk?

Surely that information ought to be disclosable by the Government as something for which the
Government is accountable for. This is effectively Taxpayers’ money which the Government is using in
order to invite people to attend this talk in Madrid and he is accountable to this House and I cannot see any
conceivable reason why this information is not to be provided to this House.

Hon. Chief Minister: Well, Mr Speaker, he must not have read a Spanish newspaper in the past few
weeks then or is it that he does not know that at every turn, the Spanish Foreign Ministry has been trying to
suggest that the opportunity afforded to the Chief Minister of Gibraltar to address a number of prominent
people in Madrid — not five or six people; a very large number of prominent people in Madrid — was simply
engineered and paid for by the Government of Gibraltar as a stage show.

Now, I have been very careful what | have told him. | have told him what | have told him before. I have
said | will not give the information publicly, Mr Speaker. Now, of course we are accountable in this House
for every penny of Taxpayers” money that we spend. | am quite happy to give him the information and have
the discussion with him, Mr Speaker, but it is quite another for me to stand in this House and give him all
the information of all the money that we have to spend in Spain, given the hostility that we face from that
Government there, in order to be able to get across the message of the people of Gibraltar.

I have told him before in relation to another matter and | will tell him again. | am happy to give him the
information, but if he does not see that it is not in the public interest of Gibraltar for that information to be,
not bandied across the House, it is not just the 17 of us here, but to be made publicly available in order to
have thrown in our face, then he has never heard the Spanish Foreign Minister talk about how Gibraltar
uses its economic power in order to be able to get its message across.

It was something that was done by the previous Administration when they needed to do it in the early
part of the last decade when Gibraltar faced the issue of joint sovereignty, it is something that we are having
to do today in order to ensure that all of the lies and all of the defamation that there is about Gibraltar does
not find itself uncounted in the Spanish press and in the Spanish media and in Spanish public opinion, but
we are doing it now.

Now, Mr Speaker, he can have the information if he likes behind the Speaker’s Chair. I am not
suggesting he cannot have it and | was very careful about what | said, | will not make the information
publicly available, but I am not, Mr Speaker, going to be persuaded that that is information for which there
is any benefit in making public in this House to the world at large.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, | am afraid that he continuously uses and demeans debates and
sessions in this House by constantly playing this particular card every time we ask what is a legitimate
question.

Look, unless the Government effectively has engineered an attendance at the Madrid talk, by paying
dozens of Spaniards accommodation and subsistence in order to get them to attend, it cannot possibly be an
issue, Mr Speaker, the provision of this information.
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Now in order to make it easier for the Hon. the Chief Minister, well look do not provide me with the
information of those in Spain that have been invited at Government expense to attend that Madrid talk, but
at least provide me with the information of those who are Gibraltar residents that have travelled to Madrid
at public expense for the purpose of that talk. That surely cannot be of any sensitive nature and it would at
least allow us to see whether the Taxpayers’ money is being properly spent.

Because look, if what you have is a situation that out of 100 people attending that Madrid talk, 80 are
from Gibraltar and they have been subsidised by the Government to go up to Madrid, then all he is doing is
paying for cheerleaders to go with him to Madrid and we would say | am afraid that is not good use of
Taxpayers’ money.

So in order to assist him, | am drawing that distinction and perhaps he can provide me with the
information as far as the local contingent is concerned.

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, the hon. Gentleman opposite does not care about the national
interest of Gibraltar. He has given a mischievous Spanish headline writer two great opportunities to score,
or attempt to score a goal against the Government of Gibraltar, which we will not have an opportunity to
reply to.

The first is: ‘Feetham pregunta si Picardo invita a docenas de espafioles sin que tengan que pagar sus
gastos para su discurso en Espaiia’ Feetham suggests that the Chief Minister of Gibraltar engineered
dozens of Spaniards, all expenses paid, to his talk in Spain. The headline is enough, Mr Speaker, to damage
Gibraltar. The headline is enough: he plays directly into the hands of Gibraltar’s enemies, Mr Speaker.

The next one: ‘Is the Chief Minister of Gibraltar paying for cheerleaders to go with him up to Spain, to
Madrid?’ — another gift to a Spanish headline writer, regardless of what the national interests of Gibraltar
may be.

Such is his ambition, Mr Speaker, that he does not even see, in an infantile question like this, the
potential dangers for Gibraltar. All he wants to do is to score a goal, now Mr. Speaker, on expenses because
everything is now about expenses. Mr Speaker, | heard him say a moment ago before I came into the
House, that Gibraltar is skint. That is the first time in the history of Gibraltar that a Leader of the
Opposition has suggested that Gibraltar is bankrupt — that is what skint means.

What will Mr Margallo make of that, what will Mr Margallo make of that, or any one more of our
enemies, because even in 1992 and 1996, even at every time when the dispute between this side of the
House and that side of the House has been at its worst, nobody has ever suggested that Gibraltar is
bankrupt, like he has this afternoon. The absolute irresponsibility of the man is just incredible, Mr Speaker.

Look, skint we are Mr Speaker: skint in this House of a good Opposition. Skint of an Opposition that
knows what it is doing and skint of an Opposition that discharges its obligations loyally to Gibraltar.
Absolutely skint and bankrupt, because what he is telling us, Mr Speaker, is that he wants information
which he could have by simply turning on his television and watching the magnificent recording that our
media made of that excellent opportunity | had in Madrid to deliver the Gibraltar point of view.

He can see who was there from Gibraltar and who was not. He can see, Mr Speaker, that there were not
80 from Gibraltar who were cheerleaders; there was actually a huge majority of people who were
Spaniards, leading politicians, Mr Speaker. Not one or two, Mr Speaker. Leading politicians — people who
are today in the Parliament, people who are opinion formers, people who speak for their party, not regional
or municipal individuals who do not speak for their party. Leading individuals in their party who have
restated at last the policy of the party in Opposition to continue committed to the Trilateral Forum. That is
the level of achievement that the Chief Minister’s speech in Madrid two weeks ago finally delivered for
Gibraltar.

Not a question of taking cheerleaders anywhere. 1 do not need to take cheerleaders anywhere, Mr
Speaker — thank goodness, | have got supporters in the places that he might least expect!

But, Mr Speaker, to hear that the first argument is that Joe Bossano, who has given his life to Gibraltar,
Joseph Garcia who has given the past 30 years of his life to Gibraltar, who they used to say were so in love
with Gibraltar that they could not be objective when it came to sitting down perhaps with Spaniards and
considering talking about our future with them, that we all collectively want to bankrupt Gibraltar... But
actually not even want to, Mr Speaker; today we have been told that we have bankrupted Gibraltar because
we are skint. That we are going to blow up the whole of the western face of this Rock. And not just
Bossano and Garcia, but also Cortes, Mr Speaker, the environmentalist who cared about smoke but is not
going to care about a huge explosion that is going to deliver us into the Neolithic age. And that now finally,
skint as we are, | am paying for the croissants and orange juices of cheerleaders, Mr Speaker.

What a pity that we are so skint of an Opposition in this House.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, the Hon. Chief Minister had shown signs that the pressure was getting
to him, (Laughter) even before this question and answer session. But that answer demonstrates to me, just
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the extent to which the pressure is getting to him. It really is proving far too much, he is carrying the office
in which he serves on his shoulders. It really is bearing down on him and he cannot take the pressure.

Now, Mr Speaker, he plays on the ambition card. First it was the nationalistic card, now it is Daniel
Feetham being too ambitious. | am playing to a Spanish gallery. Well, Mr Speaker, barely a few weeks after
we have had the Dr Giraldi Home, where Ministers opposite participated in a programme —

Mr Speaker: No, no. The Dr Giraldi Home is a separate matter. There is a motion on the Order Paper
and you can say whatever you want in that regard but | am not going to allow you to anticipate that motion.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, absolutely, | think the people of Gibraltar get the drift of where | was
going in the light of the comments made by the Chief Minister that we on this side of the House, that we on
this side of the House are playing to Spanish galleries. | have not participated in any Spanish television
programme, doing the people of Gibraltar down, Mr Speaker. That is the point that | was going to be
making.

But, Mr Speaker, does he not realise, the Hon. the Chief Minister, that it is actually he, with the way that
he has answered this particular question, a fairly innocuous question, designed to deal with, designed to
show how much the Government has actually spent on this particular event, but the way that he has
answered it, he is giving ammunition does he not realise to our critics in Spain by making a mountain out of
a molehill because it looks as if the Government has got something to hide.

Now I repeat, Mr Speaker, will he not at the very least provide me with the information of who exactly
on the Gibraltar side went to this particular event and at what cost. There cannot possibly be any national
interest in the provision of that information and that is a legitimate question, bearing in mind that he is
accountable for the Taxpayers’ money to this House and that goes to expenditure that the Government is
incurring.

I will leave for the moment, and he can give me the information behind the Speaker’s Chair if he wants
to, the Spanish contingent and how much he has paid in relation to that, but surely there cannot be any
excuse for the hon. Gentleman not providing me with the information in respect of whom from Gibraltar
went to this event at the invitation of the Government and paid for by the Government. That is what | am
interested in.

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, I will happily give him the information, behind the Speaker’s Chair.
I am not going to give him the information here, publicly. Now, Mr Netto, Mr Speaker has been overheard
to use rather unparliamentary language to describe what | am full of. It is just that, the feeling is so mutual
Mr Speaker, that perhaps we do not need to understand what the words used were.

Mr Speaker, the hon. Gentleman needs to understand what it is that he is doing. He needs to read a bit
more, he needs to be a little bit more concerned about Gibraltar and a little bit less concerned about himself.
I heard him say the other afternoon, Mr Speaker, in one of his — I do not know if it was the podcast which
they themselves characterised as comedy when they put it up on YouTube or whether it was one of his
interviews on GBC, Mr Speaker, that when he talks about things people do not realise the importance
initially, but then eventually everybody realises how he has been right from the beginning and he uses an
example of public finances.

You see, Mr Speaker, he said on Newswatch, ‘I am talking about the power station now and you think
this is not so important, but eventually everyone will agree with me, as they all — everyone — now agrees
with me on the issue of public finances.” Well, Mr Speaker, | do not know where he gets that from! Maybe
he is relying on the last poll. We do not comment on polls but maybe he is relying on the last poll that gave
him an extraordinary lead of 20% over our 74% if you took out the undecided. But anyway, if that is what
he is taking comfort from, maybe that is what he is working out is everybody who agrees with him in
relation to public finances.

But he needs to read a bit more around the issues because you see, Mr Speaker, on that subject what he
was doing in relation to the answer | am giving him about why things matter in Spain and why we should
not share them, and why he should be a bit more circumspect when he says things — even things as
adventurous as the fact that we might want to be reckless as to whether we blow up the western side of
Gibraltar. It is that there is a huge confluence — to such an extent | wonder whether they speak every night,
Mr Speaker — between what the hon. Gentleman says and the things that Sfir Landaluce says; what the hon.
Gentleman says and the things that Sfir Margallo says when they are criticising the Chief Minister of
Gibraltar and the Government of Gibraltar.

Sfir Landaluce said recently that the power station, because it was gas and because it was going to be on
the area of the reclamation on the North Mole, was a danger to the whole of the Campo de Gibraltar. Now,
Mr Speaker, | switch on my television and | see Daniel Feetham saying the same thing.

Mr Speaker, Sfir Margallo says the Government of Gibraltar uses its economic power in order to be able
to address the media and the public opinion formers in Spain. Then the Leader of the Opposition in
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Gibraltar asks me, oh yes, how much of that economic power have you invested in this particular speech?
Mr Speaker, look, the hon. Gentleman may want to be Chief Minister more than he cares about Gibraltar —,
that is obvious to most who are following his political career — but he needs to be a little bit more careful
about the way he goes about things.

Even, Mr Speaker — let me give him this little tip — even if he were to think, “Well actually, maybe if |
am saying the same things as Landaluce and Margallo all the time, it may not suit me so much so perhaps |
should try a different tack.’

So I will give him the information behind the Speaker’s Chair, I will not give it to him otherwise. If he
looks at the video of who was in Madrid then he will be able to see for himself. It is, Mr Speaker, available.
I thought it was fantastic that it was available to the people of Gibraltar when the Broadcasting Corporation
put it on Viewpoint. I think it is available on their website and all he needs to do is sit down and watch it.

Now if it is that he cannot bear to hear my voice on television and he does not want to sit and watch the
video and does not want to watch the camera pan to show him who was there and who was not, well look,
so be it. | will tell him for nothing, Mr Speaker, that the Nueva Economia Férum provides the orange juice,
the croissants, the hot chocolate and the coffee for everyone who turns up. So everyone he sees on camera,
he can work out, have their coffee, their orange juice, their hot chocolate and their croissants paid for by the
Government of Gibraltar. What more does he need? Why is it so important?

Or perhaps, Mr Speaker, it is that he has persuaded himself that we are in fact skint and that we cannot
even afford the orange juice. What a pity Mr Speaker, that there might actually be a Leader of the
Opposition who fails to understand the economics, the public finances and the reality of Gibraltar to such
an extent that he might actually believe that.

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, we will see who understands the economics of the public
finances of Gibraltar when he and | participate in the debate on GBC, unconstrained by the Rules of this
House. And then we will see who understands the public finances of Gibraltar and who does not.

Because | have to say, | concluded a long time ago that he certainly does not and that is precisely the
reason why his erstwhile leader, the Hon. Minister Bossano, answers every single session of the House,
answers questions on the economy of Gibraltar and the public finances of Gibraltar, instead of him. He does
not; it is Mr Bossano because he understands them and the hon. Gentleman, the Chief Minister does not.

And talking about ambitions, Mr Speaker, and talking about bankruptcy and being skint, was it not the
hon. Gentleman that for months before the last General Election was telling the people of Gibraltar that the
GSD was addicted to debt, that we were very close to bankruptcy and that they needed a saviour in the form
of a New Dawn Government? Well look, he is accusing me of precisely what he did prior to the 2011
election. | do not understand how an earth he can criticise me in those terms when he did it to a greater
extent when he was trying to become Chief Minister of Gibraltar.

But, Mr Speaker, how — (Interjection) Indeed, he was successful absolutely, his arguments were
successful. We will see whether my arguments are successful or not, but that is democracy. But, Mr
Speaker, he has talked about how much economic power is used by the Government to invite people from
Spain to his talks. He has also said during the course of his answers that in fact this was a very, very
successful meeting for him and | am glad that if it was a very successful meeting for Gibraltar, | really am
glad.

But look, at the end of the day | am entitled to know, and | am entitled to assess that information that he
is providing, by asking questions in this House and | just do not understand why he is not prepared to
provide me with the information as to how much he has paid for example, a particular trade unionist to go
to Madrid in order to listen to his speech. At first blush | do not understand what the benefit of that to
Gibraltar is. | can understand the benefit of going to Spain and addressing a Spanish audience and | can
understand at a push that he may not want to give me information — | do not agree with it but I can
understand it — as to exactly who on the Spanish side had been invited by the Government of Gibraltar — at
Government expense, | am talking about — at Government expense, because they might be criticised there.

Look, | can understand that argument. But who an earth from Spain is going to criticise Victor Ochello
or who or earth from Spain is going to criticise Mr Buttigieg of the Self Determination Group for going
with the Gibraltar delegation to Madrid? What | want to know is what the Government has spent in inviting
those people — and surely, that is not something that the Chief Minister ought to refuse to provide across the
floor of this House.

Hon. Chief Minister: Well, Mr Speaker, so what is next? So he cannot win the debate as he has
accepted because he is looking forward to it being a debate unconstrained by the Rules of the House. He
cannot win the debate constrained by the Rules of the House because of course the only way that he can
win a debate is by saying ,“You are lying, you are lying, you are lying’ or using another insult. He cannot
use that insult here so therefore he wants to have the argument unconstrained by the Rules of the House
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because | do not find the Rules of the House constraining when it comes to having any debate on any
particular issue.

But I very much look forward to having the debate on public finances on GBC, not because it will be
unconstrained by the Rules of the House but because we might be unconstrained by the timing of the
House, the fact that people might not be available to watch us at three or four o’clock in the afternoon and
everybody will be watching us at 9.30. Well, ‘everybody’ — maybe people who might have better interest
and may be doing something else, but at 9.30 they might actually listen to the debate and he might not get
away with pretending that the Government does not give information, that the Government is pretending to
keep things hidden when it comes to public finances etc, because people will see the Government giving the
information and debating it with me embodying the Government in that debate.

But then if he does not win it unconstrained by the Rules of the House because he will be on television,
is it that he is going to say that he wants to win it unconstrained by the rules of human decency and he
wants to go outside GBC and have a slap up, like he challenged the Hon. the Father of the House to do at
the beginning of the lifetime of this Parliament? Why does he have to be — ?

Hon. D A Feetham: A Point of Order, Mr Speaker.

Hon. Chief Minister: Why does he have to be...Why does he have to be...Let me finish the phrase, let
me finish the phrase —

Mr Speaker: A Point of Order.

Hon. D A Feetham: On a Point of Order. Mr Speaker, he has to make himself responsible for the
accuracy of the information that he provides to this House.

I never challenged the Hon. Mr Bossano; Mr Bossano challenged me to the Antechamber, so it was the
reverse.

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, | do not accept that. | believe that the hon. Gentleman challenged
the Hon. the Father of the House to a mano a mano and this is very simple: he can just go into Hansard and
he can look at what he said at the time, whether he likes it or not.

I know that he hates, Mr Speaker, (Interjections) | know that he hates Hansard, Mr Speaker, that little
liar that reminds him of the truth, that little chivatito that reminds him of the things he used to say,
(Interjections) that little chivato that does not lie, Mr Speaker!

Mr Speaker: Order! Order!

Hon. Chief Minister: Of course | know he hates to be told about Hansard, but it is all in Hansard, Mr
Speaker.

So | do not fear a debate constrained or unconstrained by the Rules of the House because in a proper
debate, the Rules actually help to get to the nub of the issue.

But, Mr Speaker, why is it that the Hon. the Father of the House answers questions that he puts about
the debentures issued by the Gibraltar Savings Bank, etc? Well there was a small matter of a Government
reshuffle, Mr Speaker, in the early weeks of December last year, where the Hon. the Father of the House
took specific ministerial responsibility for the Gibraltar Savings Bank. Mr Speaker, that is why he now
answers those questions.

Perhaps, Mr Speaker, the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition was not alive to that and he might still be
calling us by our old ministerial names. Mine still happens to be Chief Minister; the Hon. Minister now
includes in his title the words ‘Gibraltar Savings Bank’. That is why he answers those questions, nothing to
do with competence. But of course, the hon. Gentleman has to always comment on people’s competence
because he cannot talk about issues, he has to comment about competences.

Well, Mr Speaker, you know it is not unlike what his predecessor used to be, it is the one thing which he
is actually, quite remarkably similar to Sir Peter, when Sir Peter was Chief Minister. Because as Chief
Minister, Sir Peter spent a lot of time telling me that | was unfit to govern. Well, Mr Speaker, people took a
different view.

He just commented on my competence and this is not a place, Mr Speaker, where we come to comment
on each other’s competence. We should come to look for information and to comment on information and
give our opinions on information. But look, given that what is good for the goose is good for the gander and
he likes to comment on my competence, | will tell him one thing and he will be very happy to hear me. He
will be very happy to hear me on this because | am going to actually credit him. | used to think, Mr
Speaker, that he was quite an unbalanced individual but I am clearly wrong, Mr Speaker. He has got a chip
on both shoulders, Mr Speaker, not just one. Whether it comes to ambition or whether it comes to his ability
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to understand public finances, he has got enough chips that he cannot be unbalanced — he has really
managed to get that exactly right, 50/50.

Mr Speaker, | did not spend the run-up to the last General Election saying that Gibraltar was bankrupt
and as ever, Mr Speaker, the devil is in the detail, something that perhaps the hon. Gentleman does not have
the time these days to try and look at. All I did in the run-up to the General Election, Mr Speaker, was take
the language that had been used by the GSD in 1996 and say to the then Chief Minister, Sir Peter Caruana,
this is what you said in 1996 and if we apply the same standard, although we did not share your view in
1996, look at how things have developed.

Now if only he had looked at that level of detail, he might not have made the monumental mistake he
has made today and it will come back to him as a monumental mistake eventually, Mr Speaker, to be the
only Leader of the Opposition, in fact probably the only Gibraltarian politician in our history, to say that
our community, that our country, that our nation, our public purse and our exchequer is bankrupt. Nobody
has ever said that before until he got up here just before I arrived and said we are skint and that is why you
cannot pay for the power station.

But never mind, there is, not on this Order Paper but shortly to come on an Order Paper, a Bill known as
an Appropriation Bill on which we can have a debate which will demonstrate that he is absolutely wrong.

Mr Speaker, he talks about the trade unions and Victor Ochello. I am surprised that a man of his
socialist convictions should be picking Victor Ochello out for criticism for a croissant, an orange juice and
a hot chocolate. Why is it that he does not talk about the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce or the
Federation of Small Businesses? Why is it that he, the perennial socialist, he who is redder than red but not
so red that the Chamber might not want to vote for him, the socialist who the conservatives should choose —
the man should be permanently be wearing purple, for goodness’ sake, he is so red and blue! — why is it that
he chooses to pick out Victor Ochello and not anybody else?

Well, Mr Speaker, you know I am now clearer in my view as to why it was this morning that he was
talking about this fictional figure of 513 more people in the public sector, because today although he is
wearing red, he is trying to appeal to the blues. So, he is trying to get the Chamber on side, the Federation
on side and trying to control public expenditure and very concerned about the rising numbers in the public
sector, | think that is obvious in the way that he has addressed the whole debate. | mean why would he care
that | am paying for the orange juice of a trade unionist and not care that | am paying for the orange juice of
a captain of industry like the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce?

Well, to come to the nub of the issue, Mr Speaker, is it that he does not know that in every other state,
money is used for purposes of promoting that state in circumstances such as these where there is not a
debate across a parliamentary floor about how that money is used? There is actually a debate behind closed
doors, like the one | have offered him, which provides oversight on the spending of that money by those
elected by the people, Government and Opposition, but is not public.

In Spain, Mr Speaker, that debate happens very often and there is a lot of loyalty about the way that
people approach those debates. In other words, they keep very confidential, despite their huge differences,
what that money has been spent on and why it has been spent. In some instances, it is known as the fondos
reservados, for example in Spain or Intelligence Committees, Mr Speaker. Or is it that he can point me to
any part of the Hansard of the Spanish Cortes which sets out what the cost of gathering intelligence on
Gibraltar is costing the Spanish State? Does he know what the cost of listening, observing, him, me — |
suppose he is their blue-eyed boy and me, their nemesis — is costing the Spanish State? The Spanish
Taxpayer pays for that, there is oversight by the elected people of the Kingdom of Spain, but behind closed
doors. What | have offered him... and there is oversight of all the spending that is used against us but not
all of it — some of it yes, but not all of it is debated across the floor of any parliament.

That is what | am offering him, that is mature. Well, Mr Speaker, if he does not want that information or
he does not want the information for that purpose, if all he wants, Mr Speaker is to be able to criticise the
cost of having invited the trade unionist to Madrid, there is a way out. It is the way out that he always takes
and | am offering it to him.

Look, | have already told him the video exists. | have already told him that he can sit down and look at
who was there. He has already obviously spotted someone who he wants to point out and it happens to be
Mr Ochello, so be it. | do not know what problem he has with Mr Ochello but he has picked him out, so Mr
Ochello, the others who he can see on the video and then he can do, Mr Speaker, the exercise that he did
this morning, he can work it out for himself and come back here with a figure.

So this morning he said you have employed 513 new members of the public sector, which at the lowest
wage in the public sector at an average of blah, blah, blah is £8 million more to the bottom line each year in
recurrent expenditure which you have added. Absolute and utter nonsense, but never mind, let him sit
down, let him —

Look, Mr Speaker, there is a button that says ‘mute’ on the remote control: he can press the mute button
and he can watch the whole episode of an hour of Viewpoint and see the events in Madrid without having to
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hear me. | know that obviously my voice grates and he does not want to hear it. Fair enough, I do not like
hearing myself either, especially in Spanish, and then he can work it out, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: | do not know whether the Hon. the Chief Minister and the Leader of the Opposition
realise, but they have been hammer and tongs for 55 minutes on two questions. | would like them to tell me
whether they think there is any parliament in the Commonwealth where the Speaker would allow that. If so,
if they think that is the case, they can carry on. If not, | would suggest to them that we move on.

Important as these matters are, but there is a limit and now they are both debating and they have been
hammer and tongs at it. By all means bring a motion and I will sit here for as many hours as you like, but
not under the guise of two questions. That is a transgression of the fundamental Rules of this House. If that
is the way that they want to continue, well look, | may have to think again myself.

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, you are absolutely right. As far as | am concerned | am here to
answer questions but when one is baited as one is baited one has no alternative but to reply. This morning |
cannot remember how long you took on the few questions that were on the cycle path, but I think we all
feel exactly the same way and we have better things to do.

Mr Speaker: There were about 15 or 20 questions on cycling and | thought | was going to leave the
House on a bicycle at that rate (Laughter) and they took about 50 or 60 minutes — yes nearly an hour, we
were all cycling for about an hour. (Laughter)

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, | am quite happy to get off this tandem now and move on.

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, | have been very patient in listening to the Hon. the Chief
Minister with an answer that has taken him...

Mr Speaker: The only person who has been patient is me. (Laughter and banging on desks)
Hon. D A Feetham: — taken him 20 minutes.

Mr Speaker: | am the one who is patient with hon. Members. | am the one who is patient.
Hon. D A Feetham: Well may | indulge your —

Mr Speaker: | say that because I follow politics in Gibraltar, as you can imagine, and | know that since
the last meeting of the House, outside this House hon. Members have been at it in an explosive situation. |
know. So it has been debated out there for ages and now it comes here today. Two questions, 55 minutes —
come on now.

The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, | mean the reality is that | have listened to the Hon. the Chief Minister
for the last 20 minutes go on and ramble and waffle about this and about that and about the other, and | do
have one final supplementary and then | will listen to his rambling and waffling answer for as long as he
wants, but | think that | ought to ask him to correct the record in a number of respects.

Look, I think, Mr Speaker, that the pressure is really now fogging his memory, I really do think that.
Because the Hon. the Chief Minister (Interjection) because the Hon. the Chief Minister, he said that the
only reason why the Hon. Mr Bossano is answering questions on the public finances of Gibraltar is because
there has been a reshuffle. But the Hon. Mr Bossano has been answering my questions on the economy and
the public finances of Gibraltar for the last two years, Mr Speaker and | would ask the Hon. the Chief
Minister, for the sake of accuracy and because he has to make himself responsible for the answers or for the
statements that he makes to this House, to at the very least correct the record in that regard.

The questions have always been answered by Mr Bossano because it is Mr Bossano that really
understands the public finances of Gibraltar, can speak authoritatively about them to the extent that he can
authoritatively say it, Mr Speaker, that Government Ministers, including the Chief Minister of Gibraltar is
being brainwashed by consultants to spend too much money. Now, Mr Speaker, if that is not an indictment
much more powerful than any indictment or any criticism that | could make of the Government benches, if
that is not an indictment, Mr Speaker, what is?

And | just again for the sake of accuracy because | know he is not going to provide me with the
information that | seek, which is innocuous information but I think one that | am entitled, which is a list of
the locals that attended the Madrid event and the cost to the Taxpayer for taking those locals to Madrid. It
has nothing to do with Victor Ochello, it is no criticism of Victor Ochello at all or anybody else,
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(Interjection) none at all, my comment, Mr Speaker, was that there cannot be any national interest in not
telling me how much he has paid for Victor Ochello or anybody else in the Gibraltar delegation from going
to Madrid.

But if | can demonstrate to him, if | can demonstrate to him that | never challenged Mr Bossano to a
fisticuffs or anything of the sort, will he stand in this House — because again he is responsible for the
accuracy of the information he provides — and apologise to this House for misleading this House by saying
that I challenged Mr Bossano, which is certainly not true?

What happened there was, that Mr Bossano challenged me and | stood up and | said | have never been
challenged to a fisticuffs, to a mano a mano by anybody in my life in Parliament and | did not expect it.
That was the comment.

He should make himself responsible for the comments that he makes. | know that he is under a lot of
pressure; | know that the pressure is getting to the Hon. the Chief Minister, but | think that despite pressure,
in the interests of fairness, he ought to be able to correct the record so that it is accurate.

Minister for Economic Development, Telecommunications & the GSB (Hon. J J Bossano): Mr
Speaker, on a Point of Order.

I do not accept that | challenged the hon. Member to a mano a mano, which is not terminology that |
would use, since | avoid the Spanish language at all costs. If | had decided to take him on outside, | would
not have told him about it; it would have happened. (Laughter)

Hon. Chief Minister: Well, Mr Speaker, (Interjections and laughter) 1 am a fan of parliamentary
democracy and I believe that Prime Minister’s Question Time in the United Kingdom, although a bear pit,
is an important part of democracy. Therefore, Mr Speaker, the fact that the hon. Gentleman gets up and says
things that are really quite fanciful and have nothing to do with the original question, is not something that
shocks me but frankly, it is really quite outside of the Rules.

But anyway, Mr Speaker, you know why is it that the hon. Gentleman thinks he is going to get up and
get an answer about a question which is supposed to be important to our community when he starts talking
about my condition. You see, Mr Speaker, he does not get up and say can the Chief Minister say x, y or z.
He gets up and he says you have a condition; you are suffering because of the pressure. Anybody who
knows me knows how much | am enjoying doing this work knows that | am probably one of the people that
least suffers pressure in the context of stress that they might come across.

But whether or not | am suffering pressure is totally irrelevant to our democracy and to our community.
It might be relevant to my physician and my family, but it is completely irrelevant to our politics and to
what decision people are going to make when they decide who is going to be allowed to continue running
our community for the next four years once an election is called, one that of course, Mr Speaker, | do not
intend to cut and run to as the hon. Gentleman predicted in one of his recent speeches. But then again, most
of his predictions are wrong, like the prediction he made during the course of the by-election that we were
going to have a huge turnout and he was going to win by 10% which turned out to be a very low turnout but
an election that we won by 10%.

But never mind that, Mr Speaker, always he says, Mr Bossano has answered these questions. That is not
the case. Once again, Mr Speaker, Hansard will demonstrate that that is not the case. But this is now just
arguing about an argument. This is no longer about the nub of the issue. But the hon. Gentleman said
something which is important in his question and | want to deal with it. He said that Mr Bossano
understands the public finance and can talk authoritatively about it. Absolutely true, Mr Speaker and the ten
people, or rather the nine people sitting on this side of the House with Mr Bossano, have always accepted
that and believe in Mr Bossano’s ability to understand public finance. In fact, Mr Speaker, | think he used
to be one of the people who used to do that before he turned Labour, then turned GSD.

But so be it, we still believe in that, Mr Speaker, we have never changed our opinion in that. | did not,
Mr Speaker, when | became Leader of the Gibraltar Socialist Labour Party; take a new degree in
economics. | took, or rather the Chairman of the Party, took a vote based on a simple majority of those
present in the room as to who should be the Leader of the Party and starting from my left, Mr Speaker, let
me just describe us in academic or in qualification terms. Lawyer, Lawyer, Dietician, Economist, Lawyer,
Historian, Lawyer, Lawyer, Environmentalist/Botanist, Doctor of all things he surveys and Lawyer and
Teacher. Teacher, Trade Unionist, Journalist/Teacher, Lawyer, Lawyer/Friend, Lawyer and Lawyer.

Only one economist, Mr Speaker. Only one person who can speak authoritatively on the public finances
of Gibraltar as an economist because he, Mr Speaker, certainly the Leader of the Opposition certainly on
the day that that deal was done where there was neither a show of hands or a secret ballot as there should
have been, but some sort of other executive manoeuvre when he became Leader of the Opposition, did not
take a degree in economics either. So he is still as much a lawyer as | am. But of course he says as he
always likes to say during the course of these debates that | Fabian am cleverer than you and | can speak
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better on these subjects than you can. Well fine, okay if you do not have a grandmother, you do not have a
grandmother, what can you do?

But he says, speaking authoritatively on that subject as he did, Mr Bossano said that the Ministers are
capable of being brainwashed. That is not what Mr Bossano said, Mr Speaker. He is traducing what Mr
Bossano says. Mr Bossano said, that consultants might try to brainwash Ministers. (Laughter) He cannot
even do a false laugh in a way that is convincing, Mr Speaker. (Laughter) Consultants might try to
brainwash Ministers.

Well, Mr Speaker, in this context what Mr Bossano was saying is, they might try, we will not allow it, it
is not going to happen and we will be better guardians of the public finance than ever anyone has been
before. Why did he say that and why did he say quite rightly, we will not give political cover to those who
try and get away with spending more of the public finances than the Parliament? Not just us, the Parliament
has voted because at the last minute when they were about to not vote in favour of the budget, Sir Peter
Caruana stepped into the room and said, ‘Do not commit political suicide, no Opposition has ever not voted
in favour of a budget. The Parliament votes in favour of the budget.’

Why do we say that and why are we better guardians of that purse than anybody ever has been?
Because, Mr Speaker, the hon. Member himself cannot have been brainwashed when he was Minister for
Justice and responsible for the spending on the new courts and the new prison. The spending of which went
through the roof contrary to the estimates. Even Sir Peter cannot have been —

Mr Speaker: May | ask the Chief Minister please to come to a conclusion?

Hon. Chief Minister: Yes, thank you and | will, Mr Speaker.

Even Sir Peter cannot have been brainwashed and | am dealing with his putting to me this statement
from Mr Bossano, when he was dealing with the airport which was quoted at £24 million and came in at
£84 million. They must have been absolutely, permanently bleeding lobotomised because the spending was
in the order of three times what the estimate was on the airport. So it is not a question of attempted
brainwashing which we are stopping and quite right too, there are incidences of absolute total lobotomy of
the Members opposite, which is why we find the public finance mess that we found when we were elected
and by the end of that financial year, the last financial year they were in office, there was £2 million left in
the kitty. As close to skint as this community is ever going to come, under them, Mr Speaker. (Banging on
desks)

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, my final supplementary. But, Mr Speaker, it is a supplementary that |
cannot allow the Hon. the Chief Minister to get away with whitewashing the comments of the Hon.
Minister Bossano. Because | am going to quote exactly what Minister Bossano said, quote, ‘The guys that
have been brought in as consultants and are still there, are responsible for a lot of projects and they seem to
think that they have a free hand to spend money and maybe they go to their Minister and they sort of
brainwash him into thinking it without being conscious.’

They brainwash him, Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, you cannot air brush away interviews that have been
given by his Ministers to GBC which are then reported in the press. That is a quote and it is a quote from
the Gibraltar Chronicle of what Mr Bossano said and Mr Speaker, that is the worst indictment the worst
possible indictment of this Government’s runaway expenditure, runaway expenditure that anybody could
have possibly come up with and it does not come from the Opposition benches, it comes from one of his
own on his own benches. That is a terrible indictment, Mr Speaker.

Hon. Chief Minister: Well, Mr Speaker, the position —

Mr Speaker: This is the last intervention from the Chief Minister.
Hon. Chief Minister: Thank you.

Mr Speaker: | am bringing these exchanges to a conclusion.

Hon. Chief Minister: Well, Mr Speaker, the hon. Gentleman just gets up full of enthusiasm, thinking
he has won the point, reads the quote and realises as he is half way through it, it says maybe. ‘Oh damn it, it
says maybe. It says maybe, but | had better not repeat that bit when | go back and say the bit that | want
Bossano to be indicting them all for.’

So maybe this happens and so we are going to stop it and he does not like that, he does not like that Mr
Speaker, so he only repeats the bit he likes which may be unconstrained by the rules of debate in this
House. If we were actually slightly more constrained by the rules of the court, he might find the judge
asking him to repeat. The judge might say, ‘Well actually Mr Feetham, can you just repeat that? Does it
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actually say “maybe”? Does it actually say “maybe”?” (Laughter) And there is no need Mr Speaker for him
to repeat it again for a very simple reason: because as | told him a moment ago, there is that chivatillo
which is Hansard which will have chapter and verse recorded, what he already read a moment ago. So it
was all in the context of ‘maybe’ — therefore no indictment.

But look, Mr Speaker, if he wants to talk about indictments and talk about runaway expenditure well,
Mr Speaker, that is not what is happening but this is not a debate on public finance, the Appropriation
debate is coming and we will see who is right on all of these issues just like we will see in the fullness of
time when we sit back and look at all of his predictions, where exactly it is that they all end up. The last one
was that | was going to cut and run and have an early election. | guess it is because it is all about running. |
do not know whether the hon. Gentleman has decided to become a jogger these days. He talks about
runaway expenditure, my cutting and running to go to an election, all of which his predictions will prove to
be entirely wrong.

He said during the course, Mr Speaker, of his earlier supplementary that the information that he was
seeking was innocuous and could he please have it. Well Mr Speaker, you said 55 minutes, it may be even
longer, for innocuous information. If it is so innocuous why bother to insist on it? Why not say to me,
“Well, Fabian, let me have it behind the Speaker’s Chair and I will take a view’, if it is so innocuous? If it is
so innocuous and whether he likes it or not, I am the Chief Minister of Gibraltar, just like whether Mr
Margallo likes it or not, Gibraltar is not Spanish. There is a treaty that makes it British de facto. It is not
Spanish and de jure it is not Spanish and today | am the Chief Minister of Gibraltar, however much it hurts.
However much it grates, that is the reality. He has to deal with it every morning | know, but it is the reality.

I am therefore saying to him, I believe it is not in the public interest of Gibraltar to do this. Look at what
the newspapers say, look at what Mr Margallo is saying in the newspapers, let me give you the information
behind the Speaker’s Chair. If it is so innocuous the information that he is seeking, why does he not accept
it in that way? Or is it perhaps, Mr Speaker, that the information is not so innocuous, as he knows?

Mr Speaker: Question 185.

Q185/2015
Plans for GBC —
Update

Clerk: Question 185, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, can the Chief Minister please state whether he considers the plans he
announced for GBC in 2012 are still on course to be achieved?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Chief Minister.
Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Mr Speaker, yes sir.

Hon. D A Feetham: Well, Mr Speaker, he may recall that in relation to those plans when he made the
announcement, he said that GBC would be self-funding and profitable through use of the company which
GBC was to have a 50% shareholding. That was from recollection, Gibraltar Networks or Gibraltar
Entertainment Networks Limited where another UK company, an entertainment company, had the other
50% and that they would have premises at Europa Point and that those premises would be completed by
2015.

So does his prediction that his plans are on course, include the fact that those premises are going to be
built in effect for GBC and also for this particular company?

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, those premises have already been provided, at one stage GN was
operating from premises in Europa Point, | think it was one of the MOD properties that were there. But |
am very confident that our overall plan for GBC is moving in the direction in which we want to move it. It
may have different permutations but my plan for GBC is on course to be achieved.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, just to be clear, the plan included for GBC to be self-funding and the
way that the Government was going to make GBC self-funding was through this subsidiary company,
which was going to be attracting productions to Gibraltar using Gibraltar’s beneficial tax system in order
for those productions to be done here in Gibraltar, to generate profits so that GBC could then become self-
funding, presumably through the profits paid up from the subsidiary company to GBC.
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Is he saying that those plans of self-funding for GBC via this particular company are still on course to
be achieved?

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, | am saying that my plans that GBC should eventually become self-
funding are on course to be achieved, they continue to be the view of the Chief Executive of GBC and my
view and we think we stand a very good chance of actually making something of GBC rather than consider
it just something that costs the community money to provide a service, it could actually be an engine of
growth for the community.

Hon. D A Feetham: And that is going to take place, or the plan is that the way that GBC would become
profitable, would be through this particular subsidiary company generating those kind of profits through
local productions. That is still the plan.

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, the plan is that it should become self-financing. The route to that,
whether it is through this particular subsidiary or others or in fact through even new and more exciting
opportunities, is something that is constantly being worked on by the Chief Executive and by the
management of GBC and by us.

I mean what could be better than to achieve that and why shouldn’t we want to keep on track, in that
respect? | would have thought that we would have enjoyed support from the Opposition in this respect,
except of course that they did not think of it when they were in power. Maybe that is why they do not want
to be supportive.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, it is not about the Opposition not being supportive. I am asking him
questions. | know that it irritates him when | ask him questions, but that is my job. My job is to hold the
Government to account on its policy, to enquire as to whether its policy is being successful or is not being
successful so that something can be done about it. It should not irk the Hon. the Chief Minister that | am on
this side of the House asking questions. It should not at all.

Now, Mr Speaker, Gibraltar Entertainment Networks, | think that is the name of the company. Has this
company been profitable? Has it been making profits and has it been making the kind of profits that will
allow GBC to be well on the road to self-sufficiency or is Gibraltar Entertainment Networks, has it not been
successful and the Government is really looking at other avenues of making GBC self-sufficient?

Hon. Chief Minister: Mr Speaker, | am sorry to have to get up to say these things because they are not
pertinent to our democracy or our politics, but I cannot allow things that the hon. Gentleman says to go
unanswered so | am going to deal with that point. If he were prevented from saying these things, | would
not have to reply to them.

Mr Speaker, | do not find his questions irritating or irksome; | actually find them quite amusing. Mr
Speaker, especially in the context of what it is that he is hopefully trying to achieve, | find most amusing
much of what he does and how he goes about things. So he need not concern himself about irritating me or
irking me.

Mr Speaker, GEN: | cannot tell him what the balance sheet of GEN is without notice, but | can tell him
that GEN involves certain individuals who continue to work in part with GBC but not all of them with GBC
and therefore that the original concept of GEN is not actually one that is likely to be progressing into the
future but the ideas behind GEN and how that would lead to GBC being eventually, we hope self-
financing, does continue to be something that we are pursuing very enthusiastically.

TOURISM, HOUSING, EQUALITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES
Q105/2015
Upper Rock Nature Reserve —
Visitor numbers, January 2015

Clerk: Question 105, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Tourism please provide details of the number of Upper Rock
Nature Reserve visitors for the month of January 2015?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.
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Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, 18,774 visitors entered the Upper Rock Nature Reserve during the month of January 2015.

Hon. D J Bossino: Just to point out, Mr Speaker, in fact on the day that I filed the question, which was
the Wednesday, it was actually updated on line but | am grateful for the reply in any event.

Mr Speaker, just to ask, that figure is actually slightly higher than the figure in 2014 and indeed in 2013
although it still represents quite a significant reduction from the position in 2011-12.

Does she have — and probably not a question which can be answered — but does she have any indications
from within the Department as to whether this is likely to go in an increasing upward trend over the next
few months? | know it is difficult to predict but perhaps she can do something, make an attempt at replying
to the question if she can.

Hon. S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, the figures show that the visitors in January this year are up by 306
from January last year and on the basis that we expect more cruise ships in this year, then that will I think
relatively have a knock-on effect of increasing the number of tourists that we will have.

Q106-107/2015
Mid-Harbour Estate—
CCTV and garage barriers

Clerk: Question 106, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, further to the answer provided to Question 40/2015, can the Minister for
Housing inform this House by when it is estimated that the recently installed CCTV project and garage
barriers at Mid-Harbour Estate will be operational on a permanent basis?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this question together with Question 107.

Clerk: Question 107, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide details in respect of any maintenance
programme which has been established in respect of the recently installed CCTV project and garage
barriers at Mid-Harbour Estate, indicating who will carry out these tasks and their respective cost?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, as previously informed, the CCTV project is complete. The maintenance of the CCTV project in
Mid-Harbour Estate is being carried out by Sheriff Electrical Contractors on a reactive basis.

The maintenance is within the two-year warranty as stipulated in the contract documentation and there
is no current financial implication as this was covered under the original contract sum.

In relation to the garage barriers the Housing Department has written to all tenants at Mid-Harbours,
advising them of the procedure to be issued with the relevant permits and fobs and that barriers will be
operational as soon as this is completed.

Insofar as the maintenance, there are plans to engage the services of an electrical contractor to adopt a
maintenance programme.

Hon. E J Reyes: Sorry, Mr Speaker, | did not quite catch the very last part, something in respect of the
fobs and talking to the tenants. Could the hon. Lady, because of my hearing problems, please repeat the last
part?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: What | said, Mr Speaker, was that we have written to the tenants advising
them of the procedure to collect the fobs and given them a deadline in which to do so. Once that deadline
has passed then the barriers will be operational. It should be by next week or the week after.
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Hon. E J Reyes: Thank you, | was going to jump in, by when the deadline?. So, therefore, Mr Speaker
is the hon. Lady confident that probably within the next month or so we should have everything now fully
operational?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, tenants were written to last week and the deadline for
applications for that is 20th February so it should be operational by the end of the month.

Q108/2015
Weather damage to rental homes —
Details

Clerk: Question 108, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide full details of the extent of damages, inclusive
of locations, caused to rental homes as a result of inclement weather during the ongoing refurbishment
works at any housing estate, since the answer provided to Question 746/2014?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, up to 9th February, 14 flats have been affected throughout the 1,547 flats in the three estates, of
which nine have been affected through the roof, four via the stairwell and one via the window.

Further protective measures and minor repairs are currently being undertaken.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, | can understand the question was submitted on its deadline which was
last Thursday morning but the Hon. Minister said up to 9th February — that is over a week prior to that.
Surely the information, Mr Speaker, could have been provided up to last Thursday.

I will tell you why: because one of the things that | was hearing and so on, seems to have happened just
in the days or in that same week prior to the deadline of the question and with the Minister only being able
to provide information up to 9th February, it means that one is now delayed until the latter part of March in
order to be able to get any information on something that really happened within the first few days of the
first week of February.

Does the Minister require a bit more time and perhaps she can at least get the information up to at least
the question deadline time which was Thursday morning. | do not know, Mr Speaker, if she can be helpful
on that.

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, | did urge the Department to provide me with as much
information as possible, right up to the latest deadline that they could provide. Of course, Mr Speaker, you
can appreciate we have the whole internal mechanism and everything for production of answers. In any
event, Mr Speaker, the question can be put to me again next month so that the Department can have
sufficient time to answer this.

In any event, Mr Speaker, the answer will not change. There is only a month delay, Mr Speaker, now
that thankfully we sit in Parliament every month. The hon. Gentleman only has to wait a question of a
couple of weeks, four weeks in fact for that answer.

I can only provide as much information as the Department provides to me; though I did ask for as much
information as possible, Mr Speaker, | want to make that clear.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, if the Minister does not have the information, if need be, Mr Speaker, |
will consult you so that by wording the question, | do not infringe the rules of repeating the question and so
on, so any information that refers to anything after 9th February then that might, if need be with your
guidance, we can do it in such a manner, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker: No problem.
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Q109/2015
Government co-ownership housing projects —
Unsold homes

Clerk: Question 109, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, further to the answer provided to Question 749/2014, can the Minister for
Housing provide revised and updated details of how many homes still remain unsold in respect of
Government’s new c0o-ownership housing projects, giving the room size composition in each case?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.
Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr

Speaker, the Government’s new co-ownership housing projects are a huge success and there are no homes
remaining unsold.

Q110 & 117/2015
Government rental homes —
Unpaid rents

Clerk: Question 110, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide details of how much has been written off in
respect of unpaid rents pertaining to Government rental homes, since the answer provided to Question
35/2015?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this question together with Question 117.

Clerk: Question 117, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide details of arrears in respect of unpaid rents
pertaining to Government rental homes as at 31st January 2015?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, nothing has been written off since the answer provided to Question 35/2015 because work in
respect of these areas continues.

The total of arrears in unpaid rent as at 31st January 2015 is £5,368,606.27. From that figure we need to
deduct the amounts that are older than six years, which are not therefore recoverable.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, again | lacked a bit of hearing at the end. The figure of £5,368,606 | think
the Minister said. What did she end up saying, Mr Speaker — that it does not include something that has
been written off because time has expired? Can | have a repetition of that please?

Mr Speaker: More than six years.

Hon. E J Reyes: Has anything been written off because it has been more than six years?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: No.
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Q111/2015
Reallocation of empty homes —
Expenditure and details

Clerk: Question 111, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide details in respect of all expenditure incurred
since the answer to Question 36/2015 in respect of contracts awarded for making empty homes suitable for
re-allocation, stating to whom payments were made, how much has been paid, the number of residential
homes pertaining to each payment, as well as indicating the type/nature of repair works, or cleaning
services undertaken?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, information for the month of January 2015 is as follows, in relation to one property awarded to
AJEC at a cost of £8,444 and to E Lopez and Sons Limited £4,450.

Hon. E J Reyes: And the nature type of work undertaken, Mr Speaker?

Miss S J Sacramento: Sorry, Mr Speaker, all services contracted were for repairs and none were for
cleaning.

Hon. E J Reyes: And what type of repairs, Mr Speaker? What nature, what type of repairs? Was it
repairs to the roof, to electrical installations? | amended the wording from last month on your suggestion,
Mr Speaker, because | just said repairs and | want to know a bit further, the type of repairs.

Hon. S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, the only information | have been provided with is that they were
general repairs. | imagine that when a property is repaired we will have different issues, Mr Speaker. They
are not huge repairs because the figures are not that big.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, they may not be huge repairs but | have taken on board the advice given
to me and that is why | have said indicating the type and nature. I would like to know, Mr Speaker, whether
it was to do with plumbing works or do with electrical works or roof repair please, Mr Speaker.

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: Mr Speaker, | am sorry | do not have any further information because the
officials have not provided the information.

Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Lady please instruct her officials to look at the question carefully because it
does say type or nature of repairs.

Q112/2015
Urgent decanting from homes —
Details

Clerk: Question 112, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Housing provide details of how many tenants
required urgent decanting from their homes since the answer to Question 37/2015, indicating the reason
why, the date when said decanting became necessary and the date when the tenants were able to return to
their home?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, three tenants have required decanting from their homes for the following reasons: on account of a
fire since 23rd January 2015; two on account of works, on 12th February and one on 13th February, and no
set date for return has yet been established for any of the three.
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Hon. E J Reyes: | am going to try my luck, Mr Speaker. Any idea what type of work?

Hon. Miss S J Sacramento: No, Mr Speaker, | am afraid | do not have that level of detail.

Q113/2015
Housing Works Agency —
Seconded Building Surveyor and M/T Driver

Clerk: Question 113, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Further to the answer provided to Question 39/2015, can the Minister for Housing now
state if the Building Surveyor and M/T Driver listed under ‘seconded’ in the schedule provided were either
seconded ‘out from’ or ‘into’ the Housing Works Agency?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, the building surveyor and driver were seconded ‘out’ of the Housing Works Agency.

Q114/2015
Government rental homes —
Eviction of squatters

Clerk: Question 114, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing say how much expenditure has been incurred in respect
of legal costs relating to the eviction of squatters from Government rental homes, since the answer provided
to Question 41/2015, providing a breakdown showing the number of homes involved and to whom
payments were made?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, there has been no expenditure incurred since the answer provided to Question 41/2015.

Q115/2015
Vacant flats —
Details

Clerk: Question 115, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Mr Speaker, further to the answer provided for Written Question W17/2015, can the
Minister for Housing provide details showing which of the five collective reasons listed in the schedules
corresponding to flats which are currently vacant; apply in each individual case, together with details of the
room composition of each individual home?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, of the 159 pre-war flats, the ones that are beyond economical repair are: 12 x 1RKBs; 29 x
2RKBs; 25 x 3RKBs; 7 x 4RKBS; 6 x 5RKBS; 3 x 6 RKBs.

Of those considered possible for sale or tender, there are: 5 x 1RKBs; 16 x 2RKBs; 23 x 3RKBs; 10 x
4RKBs; 7 x 5RKBs and 1 x 7RKB.

Of those ready for allocation now, there are: 1 x 1RKB; 2 x 4RKBs and 1 x 9RKB.

Refurbished but not yet allocated: there are 3 x 1IRKB; 4 x 3RKBS; 2 X 4RKBs and 2 x 5RKBs.
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In relation to the 58 post-war flats the breakdown is as follows.

Of those which are beyond economical repair: 8 X 1IRKBSs; 3 x 2RKBS; 3 x 3RKBs.

For those considered possible for sale or tender there are none.

Those that are in-house and ready for allocation, there are: 4 x 1RKBs; 4 x 2RKBs; 4 x 3RKBs; 3 x
4RKBs.

Refurbished are: 7 x 1RKBs; 6 x 2RKBs; 9 x 3RKBs; 6 X 4RKBs and 1 x 5RKB.

Q116/2015
Governor’s Meadow House, Alameda Estate —
Cost of resurfacing work

Clerk: Question 116, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Housing provide the breakdown of costs in respect of the recent
resurfacing works at the upper entrance to Governor’s Meadow House in Alameda Estate, stating which
company carried out the works and indicating if these are now complete and approved by Government’s
Quality Control officials?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.
Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, the works were awarded and completed by Limatron Company Limited for the sum of £3,500 and

GGCC staff has supervised the works.

Clerk: Question 118, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Question 88/2015 continued —
Supplementary information

Minister for Sports, Culture, Heritage and Youth (Hon. S E Linares): Mr Speaker, if I may with
your indulgence since the hon. Member was the one that asked the question —

Mr Speaker: Yes, please do.

Hon. S E Linares: — and he has finished today so | would like just to say to him that the £2,088 that he
asked in the previous question as to the Re-Enactment Society and Association, was exactly what | said to
him they were, on uniforms.

Q118-119/2015
Disability —
Definition and review in law

Clerk: Question 118, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Social Services say when the
definition of ‘disabled” will change to ensure that all those who suffer a disability, at whatever stage in their
lives, will be entitled to disability benefits, what criteria will be used to define disability and at what stage is
Government in the review of disability in our laws?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, | will answer this question together with Question 119.

Clerk: Question 119, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.
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Hon. Mrs I M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Social Services say when the
Government will legislate to further protect disabled people, ratifying and using the terms of the United
Nations Convention on the rights of disabled persons as a model?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, insofar as changing the definition in relation to disability allowance, this forms part of a wider
review of the Benefit System and is work in progress.

Legislation to ratify the UN Convention is drafted and is in the final stages of review and about to go to
consultation very, very shortly.

Q120/2015
St Bernadette’s Resource Centre —
Plans to increase places

Clerk: Question 120, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Social Services say if there are plans
to increase the number of sheltered flats and respite places for the disabled and service users of St
Bernadette’s Resource Centre.

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, St Bernadette’s Resource Centre is a day centre for adults with learning disabilities and does not
provide flats or respite.

The provision of disability services is continuously under review and is monitored depending on
demand.

Q121/2015
Supported Employment Scheme —
Participating companies

Clerk: Question 121, the Hon. Mrs | M Ellul-Hammond.

Hon. Mrs I M Ellul-Hammond: Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Social Services say how many
companies in Gibraltar form part of the Supported Employment Scheme which offers sheltered employment
for service users of St Bernadette’s Resource Centre and the Dr Giraldi Home.

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.

Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, there is one company.

Q122/2015
Dr Giraldi Inquiry —
Final cost
Clerk: Question 122, the Hon. D A Feetham.

Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, is the figure of £2.6 million the final cost of the Dr Giraldi Inquiry or
does the Government envisage the figure will increase?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services.
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Minister for Tourism, Housing, Equality and Social Services (Hon. Miss S J Sacramento): Mr
Speaker, £2.6 million is not the final cost of the inquiry. Government expects to receive further invoices
and will make a statement once the final cost has been determined.

Mr Speaker: Question 159, the Hon. Mr Bossino, it is on financial services.

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GAMING

Q159/2015
Flagship events —
Business development goals

Clerk: Question 159, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: | am sure he is enjoying whatever he is eating (Laughter)
Mr Speaker, can the Minister for Financial Services provide details of the business development goals
which the Flagship events have?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Financial Services and Gaming.

Minister for Financial Services and Gaming (Hon. A J Isola): Yes, Mr Speaker, as the hon. Member
will be aware, ‘Flagship Events’ are those at which Gibraltar Finance arranges a central event with private
meetings previously arranged around them and timed to coincide with international conference events in
each of the jurisdictions.

The reason for this is simply to enable professionals in the private sector to attend the international
conference, attend the flagship event and also where appropriate, participate in the private meetings
arranged during that visit.

Further, we always take the opportunity during these events, to engage with the international media in
order to further raise the profile of Gibraltar as a quality and reputable financial services centre. This
initiative has led to engagement with Swiss local media and on our recent visit with a Bloomberg Interview,
in Hong Kong with CNBC Asia and RHK, a major Hong Kong radio station, both with live interviews. In
London with a live interview on Sky News on their Business Today programme and in Bermuda with both
TV and newspaper interviews.

Our goal in all of the above is, of course, to promote Gibraltar as a quality and reputable international
financial services centre in partnership with the private-sector firms, by proactively marketing the benefits
of our proposition and stressing that Gibraltar offers a well regulated transparent and internationally co-
operative jurisdiction, with access to financial markets including the right of access to the EU single market
in financial services.

The recently released Business Development Plan of 2015 details the precise events and conferences we
will be supporting this year which exceed 30 different events across the spectrum of our financial services
community. The programme has been discussed with and considered by the Finance Centre Council, who
have warmly welcomed the Development Plan and are actively supporting our efforts to promote the
jurisdiction.

With respect to the flagship events, | would comment as follows:

These past 12 months we have organised Gibraltar Day Lunches in five different cities, being Bermuda,
Hong Kong, Geneva, Zurich and London and hosting over 910 guests, including some 200 local
professionals supporting these initiatives. These numbers give you an indication of the magnitude of the
project we have embarked on and the extent of the support that we have received from those attending and
of course, our local firms.

The opportunity to engage directly with professionals in each of these jurisdictions and address them on
the benefits of our jurisdiction, hand in hand with the private sector, is an effective and efficient means of
promoting business links in these financial hubs with our professionals.

These events, together with attending conferences and road shows and engagement with media, are all
part of the programme of increasing serious awareness of our jurisdiction and catching up on the many
years of a lack of investment in this area. In addition, our senior executives are constantly engaging with
professionals in these and other markets promoting the Gibraltar proposition.
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I would like to sincerely thank the entire team of Gibraltar Finance for their conscientious work and
attention to detail in ensuring that whatever functions we organise or attend, we always do so perfectly
prepared and our presence professionally delivered.

Q160/2015
Finance Centre Department travel expenses —
Details

Clerk: Question 160, the Hon. D J Bossino.

Hon. D J Bossino: Can the Minister for Financial Services provide details of his Department’s travel
expenses to date for 2015?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Financial Services and Gaming.

Minister for Financial Services and Gaming (Hon. A J Isola): Yes, Mr Speaker, the travel expenses
for the Finance Centre Department paid to date for 2015 are Hotel £4,029; Flights £10,461.28; Subsistence
and Expenses £903.

These costs relate to invoices paid in 2015 up to 16th February 2015. If I might just add, Mr Speaker,
included within those numbers is one visit to London which was cancelled due to my inability to go through
serious neck pains, which we are in the process of recovering the cost of through an insurance claim.

Hon. D J Bossino: | am grateful for that reply, Mr Speaker. Just to be clear in my own mind, he has
given me a set of figures because in fact when information has been uploaded — he and | have had this
debate across the floor of the House in relation to asking questions in respect of matters which are available
in the internet on the Government website — the information which | thought | was seeking in the question
has actually been provided on line, it was updated | think on 16th February which post-dates the filing of
the question, Mr Speaker.

Now that information online relates to four specific events which took place, two in January and two in
February, the total amount of which | calculated to be about £9,350 — well, the specific figure is £9,351.30.
Now the information he has given me is not in tandem with this. Can he explain why? Basically, | was
really wanting this updated information but he has given me different information.

Hon. A J Isola: Mr Speaker, there may be a difference because what you have on the website will be, |
think, ministerial travel and the question is phrased in the Department’s travel. So I am including Gibraltar
Finance which includes, for example, the members of the Gibraltar Finance Team, Nadiuska and Joanne
who travelled to set up an exhibition in London and Zurich, so there are different expenses so you will not
be able to relate the information | have given directly to the one you have got from the website because
there are different people involved. The Gibraltar Finance Team is not on the website on the same page that
you are referring to.

Hon. D J Bossino: But the information he has given me, would it include this information that is on the
website, because it is his personal expenses | want, as Minister?

Hon. A J Isola: Mr Speaker, from the information | have been provided, the breakdown for the
numbers that | have just given you, which total | think £10,129 — no they do not — so what they have done is
they have extracted my costs and given you the Ministry’s costs. For example it includes the cost of a visit
to Madrid for a LEIROC Conference of £95 and £179 of hotel. That is not on my website but that is
included in these numbers.

If the hon. Member would like to have more details, | am happy to let him have them by letter, giving a
breakdown of the specific costs relating to each member of Gibraltar Finance in respect of each of those
visits which may be of more use to him than the generic total breakdowns.

Hon. D J Bossino: Yes, | probably will be seeking that information from him. Well, 1 will get the
information from the prepared answer once it is on Hansard in any event and then I will take a decision
once | have had a proper chance of reading it and comparing it with this information. But he has been
helpful in his reply.

Now, | have noticed that in terms of making comparisons to how much was spent last year and this year
and in terms of his travel expenses there is a three-fold increase. So for example up until March, his travel
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expenditure all told, was about £3,500 whilst the information provided on the website suggests he has
already spent £9,300. There was a visit to Hong Kong for example which was not included previously.

But, and this is where | am leading to, does he envisage that the overall annual cost, given that he must
have a plan and in fact it is published in the Development Plan, the overall annual cost is going to be higher
and if so, does he have an idea of how much higher, overall annual for 2015?

Hon. A J Isola: Yes, Mr Speaker, the difference between last year and this year obviously is that there
was a Vvisit to Hong Kong in January this year and there was not a visit to Hong Kong in January of last
year.

In terms of the overall spending, the Business Development Plan which we issued in January has been
costed, the expenditure that was in last year’s estimate was below the amount that was required to meet the
Business Development Plan. So there has been a supplementary funding request made through the Financial
Secretary this year and we are within the Budget in terms of what the original estimate was and the
supplementary funding request which covers the entirety of the Business Plan. Does that answer your
question? (Interjection by Hon. D J Bossino) It is above the estimated amount last year but within the
budget that we set through the supplementary funding process.

EDUCATION AND JUSTICE &
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

Q161/2015
Supply teachers and/or support auxiliary staff —
Details

Clerk: Question 161, the Hon. E J Reyes.

Hon. E J Reyes: Can the Minister for Education provide details of any changes there may have been
since the answer to Question 54/2015 in respect of supply teachers and/or support auxiliary staff, currently
engaged by the Department of Education?

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of
Information.

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Mr Speaker, in respect of my answer to Question 54/2015, the only change to report is that out of the 10
supply cleaners mentioned, eight have been made permanent and the other two are in the process of being
recruited, one at Bayside School and one at Bishop Fitzgerald Middle School.

The hon. Member will recall that in one of the schedules to Question 54, in particular Table 4, there was
a reference to 10 part-time cleaners with a remark column saying ‘in the process of being recruited’. Eight
of those have now been recruited and two are in the process of being recruited.

The only other change, Mr Speaker, in respect of the tables previously given, is not a change in actual
circumstances but simply the filling of a gap which the hon. Member will recall in Table 1 he saw that
under the reasons for cover — this is of supply teachers — there was a gap in one of the teachers covering at
the college.

I now have that information and can report that the reason for the cover is an SEN Life Skills Course,
which I know that the hon. Member will recognise as ASDAN, and that is a specific Life Skills Course
which has been delivered over the course of this year for pupils of special educational needs and that is a
temporary cover which has been done over the whole of the academic year.

Those are the only two changes to report, Mr Speaker.

Hon. E J Reyes: | am really grateful, Mr Speaker, for the updated information. | know it is just a month
since the last time but | posed this question now because it has given the Department of Education enough
time to consolidate any information or any amendments required from the start of the term. Therefore, | am
satisfied now that | have a complete picture at least for the remainder of this term.

Thank you.
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Q162/2015
Government subsidised students outside Gibraltar —
Full details

Clerk: Question 162, the Hon. D A Feetham.

1710
Hon. D A Feetham: Mr Speaker, please provide a full breakdown of what every Government
subsidised student studying outside Gibraltar is studying, broken down by (a) course; (b) university; (c)
whether the course is an undergraduate or postgraduate course and (d) the cost of each course.
1715 Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of

Information.

Minister for Education and Justice & International Exchange of Information (Hon. G H Licudi):
Mr Speaker, the information requested is set out in the schedule which I now hand to the hon. Member.
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Ceniral Sussex College

|
Schedule to Q 162 of 2015
QUALIFICATION UNIVERSITY COURSE TUITION (per annum[ UGIPG
Aberdeen University Genetics £9,000.00 UG
Aberys Universi Psychology £9,000.00 UG
Academy of Contemporary Music 8 Creative Sound DeslgnIMuslc Producllon £7,995.00 UG
- |Academy of Contemporary Music Guildford Professional Music Performance £7,995.00 G
Academy of Creative Training -__|Actor Training . £9,000.00 UG
Leeds Metropolitan University z Accounting & Finance |1£9,000.00 PG
Anglia Ruskin University - ._|Histo! |£8,549.00 UG
Anglia Ruskin Universi . 2 <t Drama & Film Studies x £8,549.00 :
Anglia Ruskin University - - Crime & Investigative Studies - _|£9,000.00
Anglia Ruskin University Forensic Science £8,549.00 U
|Anglia Ruskin Universil __|Accounting & Finance - £8.549.00 U
Arts University College Bournemouth Arts & Events Managemen: .__|£8,600.00 U
Arts University College Bournemouth Architecture £9,000.00 U
15 |Foundation Degree ~_|Askam Bryan College, York . Animal Management £6,000.00 U
17 . Bangor University - ) History - . £9,000.00 UG
18 |BA Bangor University Linguistics and English Language £9,000.00 UG
19__{BA Bangor University Criminology & Criminal Justice |£9,000.00 UG
20 [BSc . Bangor Universit, {Psychology A £9,000.00 U
21 _|BSc Bangor University Geography . £9,000.00 U
22 |BA Bath Spa University Business & Management £9,000.00 U
23 IMEng Cardiff Uni versity Civil Engineering £3,465.00 PG
24 |MEn, Cardiff Ui Civil Engineering £3.465.00 PC
25 |BMus/MA Berkeley Colle; e of Music Boston Music £9,000.00 U
126 |BA BIMM Brighton Professional Musicianshi ‘-5 950.00 UG
27 |HNC BIMM Manchester Artist Development Diploma in Modern Music £4,850.00 - UG
28 |HNC BIMM Manchester Artist Development Diploma in Modem Music |£4,850.00 - UG
29 |BA Birbeck, University of London Philosophy £8.000.00 UG
130 . {BA Birmingham City University - - : Visual Communication (lllustration) . - £8,200.00 U
31 _|BA Birmingham City University Theatre Performance & Event Design 8,200.00 U
2 |CertHE Blackpool & Fylde College . Musical Theatre 1.500.00 U
33 [BA Blackpoo! College - ~_|Performing Arts 6,000.00 U
34 _|HNC Bournemouth & Poole College Art & Design £9,000.00 U
5 |BA Boumemouth University : Events Management £9,000.00 (UG
136 |BA Bournemouth University Events Management . £9,000.00 UG
7 _|BPS QSEP University of Northumbria . Sports & Exercise Psychology £5,450.00 PG
8 _{BPTC BPP Law School, Leeds Law £14,240.00 PG
9 [BPTC City University, London Law £17,000.00 PC
40 |BPTC University of Exeter Law £12,240.00 PG
41_{BPTC University of Birmingham Law £13,575.00 PG
42 |BPTC University of Northumbria * |Law £11,725.00 PG
143 |BA Bradford University College - Performing Arts ( Production) £9,000.00 UG
44 |CertMus Brighton Institute of Modem Music Professional Musicianship iz ,950.00 UG
145 _|CeriMus Brighton Institute of Modern Music Professional Musicianship £5,950.00 UG
46__|BSc Brunel University Biomedical Science 1£9,000.00 G
147 _|BA Buckinghamshire New University Event and Festival Management £9,000.00 UG
48 - |BA Buckinghamshire New University - |Sports Development & Coaching £9,000.00 UG
48 |BSc Buckinghamshire New University Criminolagy ) '|£9,000.00 UG
50 -|BSc Buckinghamshire New University Psychology & Criminology £9,000.00 UG
51 _|BSc Buckinghamshire New University Music Management Branding & PR |£9,000.00 UG
52 |HND Buckinghamshire New University 2 Health & Social Care £7.500.00 UG
53 _[BA __|Canterbury Christchurch University College American Studies £9,000.00 UG
54 |BA Canterbury Christchurch University College Events Management £9,000.00 UG
55 |BSc Canterbury Christchurch University College Business Studies with Politics £9,000.00 UG
56 |BSc Canterbury Christchurch University College Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 UG
57 _|LLB(BA) Canterbury Christchurch University College Law with Business £9,000.00 UG
58 |BA Cardiff Metropolitan University Accounting Economics & Finance £9,000.00 UC
59 |BA Cardiff Metropolitan Unlversi Internalional Tourism Management £9,000.00 UC
160 {BA - |Cardiff Metropolitan University | Tourism Management £9,000.00 UG
61 |BA Cardiff Metropolitan University Educational and Early Chlldhood Sludies 000.00 UG
62 [BA Cardiff Metropolitan University |Events Management £6,000.00 UG
63 |BA Cardiff Metrapolitan University Business & Management Studies £9.000.00 UG -
64 |BA Cardiff Metropolitan University | Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 U
65 |BA Cardiff Metropolitan University |Events Management lg 9,000.00 U
66_{BA Cardiff Metropolitan University : |Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 UG
67 (BA Cardiff Metropolitan Universil |Business & Management Studies with Marketing 1£9,000.00 UG
68 |BA Cardiff Metropolitan Universil Educational Studies & Early Childhood Studies £9,000.00 UG
69 |BA Cardiff Metropolitan Universit : Business & Management £9,000.00 c]
70 _|BA Cardiff Metropofitan-University Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 UG
71 _|BSc Cardiff Metropolitan University " : Sports Coaching 000.00 uG
72__|BSc Cardiff Metropolitan University Computin 000.00 UG
73 |BSc [Cardiff Melropoitan University _______|Sport & Exercise Sclence 000.00 UG
74_18Se _MM__‘M 000.00 UG
175_|BSc Cardiff Metropolitan University Environmental Health 000.00 ° UG
76 |BSc- - | Cardiff Metropolitan University . Computing 5 - |£9,000.00 . |UG
177_-{BSc. - | Cardiff Metropolitan University Psychology £9,000.00 UG
78 |BSc Cardiff Metropolitan University Comiputin £9,000.00 UG
79 |BSc Cardiff Metropolitan University . Sports Management 1£9.000.00 UG
80 |BSc Cardiff Metropolitan University Business Management £9,000.00 UG
Foundation Degree Cardiff Metropolitan University G Psychology £9,000.00 UG
- |Foundalion Degree Cardiff Metropolitan University Health & Soclal Care* - * £9,000.00 UG
Foundation Degree Cardiff Mefropolitan University Intemational Tourism Management £9,000.00 . . |UG
4 _|Foundation Degree Cardiff Metropolitan University Health & Social Care -|£9,000.00 UG
5 D Cardiff Metropolitan University . -__|Sports Development & Coaching £7,800.00 UG
Cardiff Metropolitan University o i Sports Development and Coaching .1£7,800.00 * UG
Cardiff Metropolitan University * * Law - £9,000.00 e
Cardiff Universily Spanish & ltalian . £9,000.00 UG
Cardiff University Saciology i £9,000.00 UG
Cardiff University Optometry £9,000.00 UG
Cardiff University History & Sociology £9,000.00 UG
Cardiff University Civil Engineering £3,465.00 UG
Cardiff University Orthodontics (PG Trai T_i_rmg) £12,486.00 PG
Professional Cookery £5,000.00 UG
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[ [QUALIFICATION

COURSE -

| TUITION (per annum)

" |UNIVERSITY UGIPG
95 |MBBS BSc . Charles Univetsity Faculty of Medlclne. Czech RqMedicine ,5: 000.00 U
96 _|MBBS BSc Charles University Faculty of Medicine, Czech R{Medicine £9,000.00 ¥]
97_ |MBBS BSc Charles Unlvem% Facul% of Medicine Czech Ri Medicine [£9.000.00 U
98__|MBBS BSc Masaryk University Faculty of Medicine Czech R{Medicine £9,000.00 U
199 |BA Chester University History - £09,000.00
100 |BA City & Guilds-of London Art School __|Fine Ar, Painting £6.,000.00
01 |Foundation Degree City College Plymouth | Accounting.& Finance . £5,950.00 U
102 |BSc City University London i | Speech & Language Therapy . 1£9,000.00 U
103 _|BSc City University London Psychology |£u 000.00 T
104 |MSC/DPsych . . |City University London’ |Counselling Psychology £7.,000.00 PG
105 |BSc i Coventry University i Geography & Natural Hazards £9,000.00 ug__
106 |BSc Coventry University 3 Envirohmental Health £9,000.00 U
107 |BSc Covenlry Universit Occupational Therapy £9,000.00
108 |Foundation _|Coventry University Law & Practice £9,000.00 UG
108 [BSc : Dalhousie University Canada - Geology/ Petrology £9,000.00 UG
110 -|BSc Econ David Game College Accounting & Finance * £6,000.00 uG
ipCounselling Psych _|City University London Counselling Psychology £7,200.00 PG
2 [BA De Montfort Universi ____|Drama Studies £9,000.00 UG
3 [BA De Montfort University ____|Performing Arts £9,000.00 U
114 |BA De Montfort University ____IAccounting & Economics £9,000.00 U
15 {BSc De Montfort University ____|Biomedical Sclence £9,000.00 UG _ |
16 [BA Derby Universi —_|FineAtt £9,000.00 uc |
117_|MA Dundee University Architecture No fees - Scolland UG
1118 |BA Durham University Ancient History 1£9,000.00 G
119 [BA Durham University History £9,000.00 UG
1120 |BA Durham University" Social Sciences £9,000.00 UG
121 |BSc Durham University Economics £9,000.00 UG
122 |BA Edge Hill University ._|Dance & Theatre Arts £9,000.00 U
1 BA Edgehill Universi TV &Film Production £9,000.00.
124 |Diploma in Ballet English National Ballet School Dance £17,000.00 U
BSc Essex University Nursing . . £9,000.00 U
Exeter College Film & TV Practice £9,000.00
Exeter University History & Intemauonal Relations £9,000.00 U
Exeter.University Law £9,000.00 UG __|
Exeter Universil Law £9,000.00 UG
Franciscan University of Steubenville Theology 9,000.00 - UG
BPP University College, Waterloo Law £9,990.00 P!
Gateshead College Humanities £7,810.00 . UG
Gateshead College Humanities £7,810.00 UG
Gateshead College * Humanities £7,810.00 UG
Goldsmith's University of London Joumalism £9,000.00 UG
Goldsmith's University of London ; ____|Management & Entrepreneurship |_g 000.00 - -{UG
Greenwich Universil ____|Intemational Business with language (2yrs top ug) £9,000:00 UG
GSM London (Plymouth Universi ___|Accounling & Finance £6,000.00 U
139 | Guildford College -__|Counsellin £6,000.00 U
140 | Hertfordshire University ____|Graphic Design & llluslraﬁon £8,700.00 U
141 |MBBS Hull York Medical School Medicine £9,000.00 U
142 |MBBS Humanities University, Milan, Italy Medicine £9,000.00 U
1143 |MBBS mperial College London Medicine £3,465.00 U
144 {MBBS Ilmiﬁal College London Medicine £3,465.00 U
145 {BA Keele University - - ____|Geography with Sociology £9,000.00 U
1146 |BA Keele University English Literature & History £9,000.00 U
147 |BSc Keele University . Psychology & Criminology £3,465.00 U
148 FBSC Keele University _ __|Psychology & Mathematics £9,000.00
149 |BSc Keele University - Psycholof . £9,000.00 -1UG:
150 |LLB Keele University Law £9,000.00 U
151 |LLB Keele University Law £9,000.00 “{u
1152 |MBChB, Keele Universi Medicine ,465.00 U
1153 |BSc Kings College London Biomedical Science 000.00 U
1154 |MB BS Kings College London Medicine 3,465.00 UG
55 |PG Dip Kings College London ___|Nursing Studies with Registration - Adull ,980.00 UG
1156 |BA Kings College London Dance £4,850.00 U
157 |BA Kings College London ___|Art & Design £6,000.00 U
158 [HE Diploma Kings College London | Applied Compufing 1,950.00 v]
159 |BA Kingston University E 9,000.00 UG
160 |BA ~_|Kingston University Human Resouirce Management ,000.00 U
161 .1BA Kingston University Accounting & Finance 000.00. U
162 |BA Kingston University Iﬁs—_lneism }g 000. U
163 [BA Kingston University Politics & Sociology £9,000 U
1164 [BA Kingston Universi .__|Politics & Sociology |£9.000.00 UG
165 |BA Kingston University Economics 000.00 UG
166 |BA Kingston Universi Business & Law £9,000.00 UG
1167 {BA Kingston University Business Management £9,000.00 UG
1168 [BA Kingston University English Language & Communication & International Relaho £9,000.00 UG
169 |BA® Kingston University Criminology & Social Sciences 000.00 UG
1170 [BA(QTS) Kingston University [Primary Teaching 000.00 uC
171 |BA Kingston University Accounting & Finance {000.00 UG
172 [BA Kingston Universit llustration & Visual communication - 000.00° (U
173 |BA Kingston University Phots ,000.00 U
174 |BA Kingston University Sociology & Business 000.00 U
175 |BA Kingston University Joumalism & Sociology £9,000.00 U
176 |BA Kingston University Business Management |£9,000.00 - U
177 |BSc Kingston University Sport Science - |£9,000.00 U
178 |BSc Kingston University Computer Studies 000.00 U
1179 |BSc Kingston University Mental Health Nursing 140.00 U
180 |BSc Kingston University Biomedical Sclence ,000.00 U
181 {BSc Kingston University Psychology & Politics - £9,000.00 UG
182 |BSc Kingston Universi Computer Networks - £9,000.00 UG
183 |BSc Kingston University Psychology with Spanish £9,000.00 UG
184 |BSc Kingston Universi Business Economics £9,000.00 UG-
185 |BSc Kingston Universi Psychology 000.00 U
186 |BSc Kingston University Blological Sciences 000.00 U
187 |BSc .|Kingston University Crealive Technologles 000.00 U
188 |BSc Kingston University 0,010.00 U
U

189 |Foundation Degree"

Kingston University

Midwifery

Envlmnmenlal Hazards & Disaster Managément

£4,600.00 .
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COURSE

QUALIFICATION UNIVERSITY - | TUITION (per annum) UGIPG
190 |HND ~ Kingston University Business & Finance £6,000.00 UG
191 [HND Kingston University Business & Finance' : £6,000.00 UG
192 |LLB - Kingston University Law™ - . £9,000.00 UG
193 [BSc Kingston Universit Mental Health Nursiny - £9,140.00 - UG
184 [HND _|Lancaster & Morecambe The College Public Services £3,500.00 UG
195 |BSc - {Lancaster University Geography £9,000.00 UG
196 !BSc Lancaster University Maths & Statislics |£9,000.00 UG
97 -|BSc Lancaster University Geograph/ 4'_@...000.00 UG
98 |[BA Leeds Beckett University .___|Entertainment Management £3,465.00 UG
1199 !BA . - |Leeds Beckelt University Business & Management ° |£9,000.00 UG
200 {Foundation Degree Leeds City College |Applied Computing £6,200.00 UG
201 [HND. Leeds College of Building Construction & The Built Environment £4,000.00 UG
202 |HND Leeds College of Building Construction & The Built Environment £4,000.00 UG
03 |BA Leeds College of Music Popular Music £9,000.00 UG
04 |BA Leeds Metropolitan Universi Design £3,465.00 UG
05 |BA Leeds Melropolitan University i Accounting and Finance £9,000.00 UG.
1206.|BA Leeds Melropolitan Universil E Sociology {£9,000.00 UG
)_2_07 BA Leeds Melropolitan University History £9,000.00 UG -
1208 |BA Leeds Metropolitan University French & Tourism Mana ernent £9,000.00 UG
209 (BA Leeds Melropolitan University . Business & Management £9,000.00 UG
10°|BA 'Leeds Metropolitan Universit Law, Social Science and Communication Studies £9,000.00 UG
1211 |BA Leeds Metropolitan Universi Landscape, Architecture & Design -|£9,000.00 U
1 Sc Leeds Metropolitan University Quantity Surveying £3,465.00 U
1 Sc Leeds Metropolitan University _{Music Technology - £9,000.00 U
14 |BSc Leeds Melropolitan University __|Biomedical Science £8,000.00 UG
215 |BSc Leeds Melropolitan University Computin .{£9,000.00 U
1216 [BSc Leeds Melropolitan University Psychology £6,000.00 U
1217 |BSc Leeds Melropolitan University - - Construction Managemenl £8,000.00 U
8 |BSc Leeds Metropolitan University. Computing £9,000.00 UG -
1219 [BA Leeds Metropolitan Universi Sociology £8,000.00 uG
20 |LLB Leeds Metropolitan University Law £9,000.00 UG
221 |LLB Leeds Metropolitan University- Law £9,000.00 UG
2 |LLB Leeds Metropolitan Unlverslgy Law £9.000.00 UG
3 |BA Leeds University Graphic & Communication Design £9,000.00 UG
1224 |BA Leeds University Business & Management £3,465.00 UG
1225 |BEng Leeds University Mechanical/Automotive Engineerin, £9,000.00 UC
226°|BA Lincoln University Graphic Design £9,000.00 U
227 |HNC Liverpool Community College Fashion & Clothing £3.477.20 U
228 |BA Liverpool Hope University Music with Education £9,000.00 UG
229 A(QTS) Liverpool Hope University : Primary Teaching with Special Educational Needs £9,000.00 UG
230 _|BSc Liverpool Hope University . Sports & Exercise Sclence z £9,000.00 UG
231 |LLB Liverpool Hope University ; Law ~_1£98,000.00 - UG
1232 |BA Liverpool John Moore Universi Architecture - |£9,000.00 UG.
1233 |BA Liverpool John Moore Universil International Journalism UG
234 |BA Liverpool John Moore University Accounting & Finance UG
1235 |BA Liverpool John Moore University Education with Special Inclusive Needs UG
236 |BA Liverpool John Moore Universil Early Childhood Studies UG
237 |BA Liverpool John Moore University Business Management UG
238 |BA Liverpool John Moore University History UG
1239 |BA Liverpool John Moore University Criminology & Sociology . UG
240 |BA Liverpool John Moore Universil Fine Art £9,000.00 UG
241 (BA Liverpool John Moore University Events Management £8,420.00 UG
‘(242 [BSc Liverpool John Moore University ______|Construction Management £9,000.00 U
243 |BSc Liverpool John Moore Universit Environmental Health £9,000.00 UG
1244 {BSc Liverpool John Moore Universi . Accounling & Finance £9,000.00 U
1245 [BSc Liverpool John Moore University IT & Multimedia Compuling £9,000.00 U
1246 |BSc Liverpool John Moore Universi Software Engineering £9,000.00 U
47 |BSc Liverpoo! John Moore University Applied Psychology £9,000.00 U
48 |BSc Liverpool John Moore Universi Construction Management £9,000.00 UG
1249 |BSc Liverpool John Moore University Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 UG
250 |Foundation Degree Liverpool John Moore Universil Business Law & Social Studies £4,800.00 U
1251 |Foundation Degree Liverpool John Moore University Inclusive Sport Development £4,800.00 u
252 (MSc Leeds M litan University ACCA Professional (Embedded) £3,500.00 P
253 |LLM University College, London Corporate Law £12,900.00 PG
254 |LLM University of Derby International & Comp Law £9,000.00 PG
255 [LLM University of Leeds International Business Law " |£7.000.00 PG
1256 |LLM University of Northumbria In ional C | Law £4,905.00 PC
257 [LLM Jniversity of Nottingham |Intemational Commercial L'aw £6,010.00 PG
258 |Certificate London Academy of Music Production Sound Engineerin| |£1,298.00 [§[c]
1259 |Foundation Year London Art Portfolio- £ Interior Design Access Course £9,000.00 G
.|260 |Foundation Year. London Art Portfolio __|Art & Design £9.000.00 UG "
. London College of Fashion Fashion lllustration £6.,000.00 UG
London Metropolitan University Architecture £8,240.00 UG
London Melropolitan University Social Science & Humanities £5,360.00 UG
London Metropolitan University Sports Science & Physical Education |£7.100.00 UG
London Metfropolitan University Computing |£7,140.00 . - UG
London Metropoalitan Universily 3 Computer Games Programming .__|£6,600.00. UG
London Metropolitan University Professional Diploma in Architecture £3,465.00 PG
London School of Business and Finance Business Management £7,500.00 UG
.ondon School of Economics and Political SciendInternational Recreation & Hislory £8,500.00 UG
ndon South Bank University Psychology £9,000.00 UG
. London South Bank University Baking Technology Management -1£9,000,00 UG
-|London Southbank Universil .. |Mechanical Engineerin £8,450.00 U
London Studio Centre : Dance Theatre £9,000.00 U
Loughborough Universil Graphic Design & Visual Communications £9,000.00 U
Loughborough University History & Politics £9,000.00 U
Loughborough Universi Mechanical Engineering £9,000.00 UG
Loughborough University ___.__|Accounting & Financial Management £9,000.00 UC
Loughborough University . Sociology - . £9,000.00 JUG
Loughborough Universit N __|Computer Science £9,000.00 - UG
Loughborough Universi | Physics & Mathematics . |£9,000.00 UG
Loughborough University Geography 1£9,000.00 §c]
Loughborough University - |Accounting £9,000.00 UG
BPP Law School, London 3 LPC £9,740.00 PG
Canterbury Christchurch Untverslgz College Theology £3,996.00 PG
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QUALIFICAT(ON UNIVERSITY - COURSE TUITION (per annum) _|UGIPG
285 [MA Cardiff Metropolitan University Sports M: & Leadership £8,000.00 P
286 [MA City College Brighton Food & Cuylinary Ars £8,000.00 P
1287 |MA City Universily London _ Human Centred Systems £8,000.00 . PG *
288 {MA Kings College, London Child Studies s £6,000.00 PG
289 [MA University Human'Reso! & Counselling £0,500.00 PG".
290 (MA Leeds Beckett Universil . |Graphic Arts Design i £6,000.00 PG
291 |MA Leeds Metropolitan Universug Human Resource Managemen £6,000,00 |PG
292 |MA - London College of Fashion Fashion Markehng £7,500.00 PG
293 |[MA ondon Melropolitan University C lling Psychology £7,200.00 PG
‘1294 [MA London South Bank College Education . £8,000.00 PG
295 |{MA National Film & TV School Composition for Film & TV £11,800.00 P!
298 [MA Royal Central University of London Drama & Movement Therapy £10,148.00 P!
1297 |MA St Mary's L ity College nternational Tourism Developmel £4,410.00 PG
298 |MA St Mary's University College ntenational Tourism Development - £4,410.00 PG
299 |MA The Institute of Music Performance, London ___|Popular Music Per £6,450.00° PG
00 |MA University of Bangor History. i £4,250.00 - PG
01 [MA University of Bangor Creative Studies £3,996.00 PG
302 |MA U y of Model Making 4‘59.000.00 PG
03 |MA U ty of Durham International Relations £6,200.00 P
304 [MA University of Durham Museum & Artefact Studies £6,200.00 - |P
305 |[MA University of East Anglia Counselling & Psychotherapy £6,900.00 PG
306 |MA U ity of Edinburgh French & Spanish £0,000.00 PG
307 |MA University of Glasgow English Language & Italian £1,820.00 P
308 [MA u y of Kent Religion £5,100.00 P
309 _[MA Ui y of Loughborough Sports Management - £5,900.00 P!
310 {MA U y of Missouri Studio Art Graphic Design 9,000.00 P!
311 (MA . University of Newcastle Human Resources Management 500.00 P
312 [MA University of I Latin American & Interdisciplinary Studies 000.00 PG
313 |MA University of Portsmouth Communication & Language Skms £5,000.00 P!
314 _|MA University of Sheffield Sociology £5,140.00 P
315 [MA University of South Wales Public Services £9,000.00 -{P
316 |MA University of Warwick Cor | Philosophy -|£7,050.00 P!
317 |MA° University of York English Literary Studies £6,200.00 P
318 {MA University of York Cnmlnolm & Social Research £6,200.00 PG
319 |[MA Wimblemdon College of Arts Drawing |£3,465.00 PG
1320 |BA Manchester College Musical Theatre £8,400.00 U
BA Manchester Melropolitan Universil Philosoph £8,000.00 U
Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 U
Accountancy & Finance £8,000.00 U
History £8,000.00 U
Art & Design £9,000.00 U
Manchester Metropolitan University Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 U
Manchester Metropolitan University Accounting & Finance £98,000.00 U
Manchester Metropolitan Universi Interational Business & Spanish £9,000.00 U
Manchester Melrosolilan Universi& |Evenls Manaﬁerhent £8,000.00 U
Manchester Metropolitan University Primary Education £9,000.00 U
Manchester Melropolitan University Psychology / Sociology -1£2,250.00 U
Manchester Metropolitan. University Accounting & Finance £8,000.0f UG
Manchester Metropolitan University Geography : £3,465.01 UG
Manchester Metropolitan University Biomedical Science £9,000.0 Ul
University of Lancaster - Mathematics £4,321.00 PC
‘|Mc Gill University Montreal, Canada History & Economics £3,465.00 UG
337_|MCLinDent Cardiff University Orthodontics Ig 0,800.00 PG
1338 |MCLinDent University College Londan Onhodonncs £10,800.00 PC
339 |MEng . Oxford Brookes University Engineerin, |£9,000.00 - P
340 |MEng University of Bath Mechanical Engineering |£9,000.00 PG
341 |MEng Jniversity of Lancaster Compuler Science |£3,996.00 PG
1342 |MEng University of Leeds C Science |1£9,000.00 PG
343 [MEng University of Leil Aerospace Engineering |£3,465.00 PC
344 |MEng University of Newcaslle Chemical Engineering £3,465.00 PG
45 |MEng University of Northumbria Electrical Engineering £9,000.00 PG
346 |MEng - University of Southampton Ship Science £9,000.00 PC
47 |MEng JnlvergL__\ outhamplan Civil Engineerin ;‘54.500.00 PC
1348 |BA Midd| ity Busir M £9,000.00 UG
349 |BA -_.__|Middlesex Un versity |Music & Arts Management £9,000.00 UG
1350 |BEng Middlesex University Network Management & Security £9,000.00 U
351 _|BSc Middlesex Universi Computer Stience £9,000.00 U
" [3527[LLB Middlesex University Law £0,000.00 UG
353_|MMath University of Loughborough . Mathematics £3,465.00 PC
t 54 |MMath -|University of Newcaslle A i £9,000.00 PG
1355 |MMATH University of York N atics £13,380.00 PG
g@ MMus University College, London Ethnomusicology £4,500.00 PG
357 |F ion Degree - [Montessori Centre Intemational; London - Early Childhood Praclice £8,270.00 UG
358 |DipHE Leeds Metropalitan Unlvers:[x Osteopathy £3,465.0 PG
359 [MA Mount Batten Insti Intemnational Business Practise £9,000.0 PG
360 [MA |Mount Balten Institute International Business Practise £9,000.00 PG
361 _|MPhil [Uni y of Cambnd e Clinical Neuroscience £18,774.00 PG
1362_|MPhil Uni versiky of W Research into Life Scie £4,037.50 PG
363 |MPhys | lmperial College, London Physics £9,000.0i PG
364 |MPhys University of Sheffield . Physics £9,000.0i PG
365 |MSc Franciscan University in Steubenville |Science in Education ; £9,000.0f PC
366 |MSc Imperial College, London Economics & Strategy for Business £22,000.00 PG
- |367 [MSc Kings College London Early Intervention in Psychosis |£9,200.00 PG
368 |MSc Kings C'olggg London Science Technology& Medicine in Hlstory |£8,250.00 PG
369 |[MSc” Kings College London International Marketing £10,500.00 P
370 |MSc Kings College London Analytical Toxicology £10,500.00 PC
(371 |MSc Kingston Universily, London Psychology _ 1£5.800.00 PG
372 |[MSc’ ingston University, London Financial-& Busi M £9,800.00 PG
373 |MSc Leeds Metropolitan University Psychology with Sociology £13,180.00 PG
374 [MSc Leeds Melropolitan University Sports & Exercise Nutrition £5,000.00 PG,
375 |MSc_° Manchester Metropolitan University Exercise & Sport £4,200.00 PG
1376 |MSc Nottingham Trent Universit Psychological Well Being & Menlal Health £5,350.00 PG
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377 |MSc g Nottingham Trent University Sports Law £6,420.00 PG
378 |MSc Sl Mary’s Unlversny College * |Sport Rehabilitation '|£4,860.00 PG
379 |MSc - ide. Unit |Forensic Psychology £4,500.00 PG
380 |MSc - Teesslde Univ ersi!y Crime Scene Science £8,450.00 PG
381 |MSc University College London - Clinical Mental Health £8,500.00 PG
382 [MSc Ui ity College London Pharmacology ~ £9,000.00 PG
.|383 {MSc University of Chict wsical Ed i} £8,500.00 PG
384 [MSc Universi| ly of Huddersﬂeld Network Technology & Management £4,460.00 PG
385 |[MSc University of Leeds nternational Bussiness taw £7,000.00 * PG
386 {MSc University of Loughborough Sports Manag| £6,250.00 PG
387 |MSc. University of NOﬂh___JJlOn C lling & Psychotherapy. £5,500.00 PG
388 |MSc Uni y of Nor Biomedical Scif £9,000.00 PG
389 |MSc Jnivers_ly of Reading Piant Diversity £5,500.00 PG
390 |BA New York University Economics £9,000.00 UG
391 {BSc Newcastle College - |Nursery Nurse £9,000.00 UG
392 |DipHE _|Newcastle College Hair and Medid Makeup - £9,000.00 UG
1393 _|CentHE Newcastle College Retail & Enterprise £9,000.00 UG
394 |CertHE Newcastle College Hairdressing & Barbering £9,000.00 UG
395 |BTEC Newcasile Under Lyme College S Working with Children and Young People £9.000.00 UC
Newcastle University P Accounting & Finance £98,000.00 UG
Newcastle University : Town Planning i -_{£9,000.00 UC
398 [BA Newcastle Universil Intemational Business Management |gg.ooo.uo UG
1399 |BA Newcastle University : leusiness Accounting & Finance £6,333,00 UG
400 [BA Newcastle University 2 ‘ Accounting and Finance £9,000.00 UG
401 -|BA Newcastle University Modem Languages & Bl Studies £9,000.00 UG
402 |BA Newcastle Universi Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 UG
403 |BA- Newcastle University Accounting & Finance 9,000.00 UG
404 |BA Newcaslle University Politics & Soclologx ig ,000.00 UG
405 |BEng Newcastle University Civil Engineerin| £9,000.00 UC
406 |BSc Newcastle Universil Business Accounting & Finance £6,333.00 UG
407 |BSc Newcastle Universi Biomedical Science £9,000.00 UG
1408 |BSc Newcastle Universi Economics & Management £9,000.00 UG
1409 |BSc Newcastle University Zoology 5 £9,000.00 . UG
410 |BSc Newcastle University Biomedical Science £9,000.00 §]c]
411_|Foundation Degree - Northampton Mouiton College Sports Therapy & Sporis Injuries £9,000.00 UG
412 |BA _INorthampton University : Interior Design £9,000.00 UG
1413 |BA Northampton University Drama & English £9,000.00 UG
414 |BA Northampton University Advertising 1£9,000.00 UG
415 [BA Northampton. Universil Creative Wriling £9,000.00 uG
416 |BA Northampton University Primary Education £9,000.00 UG
1417 |BA Northampton Universi __|Interior Design |£9.000.00 UG
418.|BSc Northampton Universil Human Geography £9,000.00 UG
419 |LLB orthampton University |Law . £9,000.00 UG
420 |BA orthern School of Contemporary Dance Contemporary Dance £9,000.00 UG
1421 [BA orthern School of Contemporary Dance Contemporary Dance £9,000.00 UG
422 |BA orthumbria University History & Politics UG
1423 {BA Northumbria University Accounting UG
424 |BA(QTS) NorthumbriaUniversity __|Early Primary Education u
425 |BA |Northumbria Unlversigz Spanish with Business UC
426 |BA _{Northumbria University Graphic Design U
1427. |BA Northumbria University History & Politics U
428 |BA Northumbria University Business & Finance U
429 |BSc Northumbria University Psychology U
430 |BSc Northumbria University Biomedical Sciences UG
431 |BSc Northumbria University : Geography U
Northumbria University Biomedical Sciences U
Northumbria University Computer Science U
orthumbria University Architectural Technology UG
orthumbria University - Electrical Engineering £9,000.00 UG
orthumbria University Blomedical Science I:ES 000.00 UG
orthumbria University ) Psychology £9,000.00 UG
orthumbria University Communication & Public Relation £9,000.00 UG
4 Northumbria University Law. £9,475.00 UG
4 Northumbria University Law £9,000.00 UG
4 Northumbria University Law £9,000.00 UG
4 Nottingham Law School GDL £8,160.00 Ul
4 Nottingham Trent Civil Engineering £9,000.00 U
44 ottingham Trent Accounting & Flnance 1£9,000.00 V]
1445 |BA _|Nottingham Trent Fashion .|£8.750.00 UG
446 |BA [Notlingham Trent -_|Modemn Languages : £9,000.00 UG
447 [BA _|Nottingham Trent Media & International Relallon £8,500.00 UG
448 |BA ottingham Trent Criminology £9,000.00 UG
449 |LLB ottingham Trent Law £9,000.00 UG
1450 |LLB ottingham Trent Law & Business |_£.!.000.00 UG
451 |LLB ottingham Trent Law with Criminology £9,000.00 UG
1452 |BSc _{Nottingham Trent W!dtlfe Conservation |£8,500.00 UG
453 |BA Oxford Brookes University - |Business Management & Commumcaﬁon '1£6,000.00 UG
454 |BA Oxford Brookes University History & Sociology '{£9,000.00 3[c]
455 [BA Oxford Brookes University History & Sociolo| £9,000.00 §[c]
456 [BA Oxford Brookes University Education i - 1£9,000.00 UG
457 {BA Oxford Brookes University -z City & Reqional Planning £9,000.00 [§]¢]
458 |BA * Oxford Brookes University Business Management & Sgamsh £9,000.00 UG
459 |BA _|Oxford Brookes University History of Art j5]c]
460 (BSc ~__|Oxford Brookes University. Sport & Exercise Science. uG
461 |BSC Oxford Brookes University ~__|Business Management UG
462 (BSc Oxford Brookes University : Accounting & Finance UG
463 |BSc Oxford Brookes University : .|Computer Science UG
484 |BSc Oxford Brookes University : Psychology & Human Blosdences £8,000.00 {UG
465 |BSc__ Oxford Brookes University E Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 UG
466 |LLB - |Oxford Brookes University - Law £9,000.00 UG
467 |LLB Oxford Brookes University Law £9,000.00 UG
468 |LLB Oxford Brookes Univers_'_ty Law £9,000.00 UG -
1469 [BA Oxford University Psychology & Philosophy . £9,000.00 UG
1470 [BA Parsons The new School for eslgn USA Communication Design {£9,000.00 8¢}
471 PG Dip University of Card ff Conscious Sedation in Dentistry 1£9.000.00 PG
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472 |PGCE Bath Spa University PGCE |£9,00000 ° PG
473 |PGCE . C bury Christchurch University College ~ |PGCE £9,000.00 PG
474 |PGCE - [Kingston University, London PGCE £9,000.00 PG.
475 |PGCE ‘[Leeds Metropolitan University - PGCE £9,000.00 . PG
476 |PGCE Leeds Metropolitan University PGCE £9,000.00 PG
477 |PGCE Manchester Metropolitan University PGCE {Q.OOD.DO PG
478 |PGCE Oxford Brookes University PGCE £9,000.00 PG
479 |PGCE St Mary's University College PGCE £9,000.00 P
480 |PGCE University of Brighton PGCE £6,000.00 P
481 |PGCE University of C g PGCE £9,000.00 PG

"|482 |PGCE ‘|University of Cambridi PGCE £9,000.00 PG
483 (PGCE - University of Cambridi PGCE £9,000.00 PG
484 [PGCE Un ity of Chichester PGCE £9,000.00 _|PG
485 [PGCE "_|University of Creative Arts, Epsom Fashion Design 4|7-' 000.00 - PG
486 |PGCE University of Exeter PGCE : £9,000.00 PG
487 |PGCE' University of Lel PGCE £9,000:00 PG
488 |PGCE University of Plymouth . |PGCE £9,000.00 PG
489 |PGCE University of Roehamplon PGCE £0,000.00 PG
490 |PGCE [§] ity o PGCE- £9,000.00 PG
491 |PhD University of Bristol "~ * Theolo £3,996.00 PG
492 |PhD University of Leeds Cancer Pharmacology £3,975.00 PG
493 |{BA Plymouth College of Art Animation” £9,000.00 UG
494 |BA Plymouth Universil Social Work £9,000.00 - UG .
495 |BA Plymouth University Early Childhood Studies £9,000.00 [§)
496 |BSc Plymouth University Science E__ ,465.00 U
1497 |BSc Plymouth Universi Hospitality Management - £9,000.00 U
498 (BSc - Plymouth University Computing E £9,000.00 U
499 |BSc Plymouth University Maritime Business & Logistics £9,000.00 UG
500.|HND Plymouth University _Jlaw £5,850.00 UG
501 | Diploma Point Blank Music College Music Production & Sound Engingering _1£8,125.00 UG
502 |Diploma__. Point Blank Music College Music Production & Sound Engineering £8,125.00 UG
1503 |Diploma Point Blank Music College Music Production & Sound Engineerin £8,125.00 U
1504 |Diploma Polnt Blank Music College .. |Music Production & Sound Engineeriny ~|£9,000.00 U
505 |BA ) Queen Margaret Universi Therapeutic Radiograph £6,750.00 Ui
506 [BA Queen Mary University of London English Literature £1,350.00 UG
507 [BA Reading Universil : Art: £9,000.00 UG
508 |BA Regents College Global Business and Sustainability Management £9,000.00 - UG
509 |BA Regents College Creative [ndustries g £9,000.00 UG
510 |BA Regents College Business & Global Management £9,000.00 UG
511 [BA Roehampton University Philosophy £8.400.00 UG
5 BSc Roehampton University Psycholo £8,400.00 UG
513 |MBBCh Royal College of Surgeons Irefand Medicine £9,000.00 UG
1514 |BA Royal Holloway University of London - Modem History & Politics £9,000.00 UG
515 |BA Royal Holloway University of London English £9,000.00 UG
6 |BA Royal Holloway Universily of London French & ltalian £9,000.00 -_|U
517 [BA Royal Northern College of Music Popular Music Performance £9,000.00 U
8 |BA Royal Northem College of Music Popular Music £9,000.00 U
519 {BA Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester _|Popular Music Performance - £9,000.00 UG
1520 [BA School of Oriental & African Studies, London nternational Politics £9,000.00 UG
1 [CertHE Sheffield City College aiZ Animal Care £9,000.00 |UG
2 |BA Sheffield Hallam University Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 UG
523 |BA_- Sheffield Hallam University Performance for Stage & Screen £9,000.00 UG
iszz BA Sheffield Hallam University History £9,000.00 U
525 |BA Sheffield Hallam University : Childhood Studies £9,000.00 U
1526 |BA Sheffield Hallam University - Accounting & Finance £9,000.00 - U
527 _|BSc Sheffield Hallam University Blomedical Science £9,000.00 U
1528 |BSc Sheffield Hallam University Computing § £9,000.0 UG
529 |BSc Sheffield Hal